.W mmw

L

G E

o




e




KAVITA
( Poetry)
IN

‘AMERICA

BILINGUAL ISSUE

o, seaq
DECEMBER, 1950

«F Big
2s. 6d. or 50 cents




Some Important Books on English Literature
Published by :
The Calcutta University

ylla f Poctics—Dr. H. Stephen.
Syllabus of Poetics ‘ Pl o 204) Re. 3/-

(pp 246) Rs. 3/- -
jan  Writ f English Verse—Latika Basu.
Indian Writers of Englis o R 2.
Keats and Spenser—Dr. M. M. Bhattacharyya.

- (pp. 182y Rs. 3/-
- The Supernatural in English Romantic Poctry—
P Dr. S. Dutt. (pp. 418) Rs. 3/8/-
Poetry, Monads- and Society—Humayun Kabir.
(pp- 204) Rs. 3/-
To be had of all leading Book-sellers in India.

Foreign Agent—Messrs. LUZAC & Co.

Studies in Shelley—A. K. Sen.

46 Great Russell St., London W.C.1.

@ Y

Distributor for

R KAVITA

AR DL JYY FioAr in the U. S. A,
Jtateal 2o
Bzt Secai -
B. De Boer

6 78y 30

FReteTw

Magazines Wholesale
P.O..Box 761, Hoboken N, J.
U. 8. A.

@@A‘)M«/’[%f%

Here, for the first time in English, are 122 poems by Rabindranath Tagore,
all except twelve in his own translation. The sclection covers the four
main’ periods of the poct’s work, includes songs of the Swadeshi movement,
and ends with some beautiful lyrics of his last days. An cssential volume
for a fuller understanding of this great poet of our age.

WITH NOTES, REFERENCES TO BENGALI oriGINALS, ANnD ILLUSTRATIONS.
FvE_ RUPEES.

FOUR [HRPTERS

“Four Chapters” (Cirar Ab1yay) is a brilliant and widely discussed later
novel of Rabindranath Tagore, now available in English. The scene is
laid in the opening years of the contury, years of the Bengal Revolution,
which provides a stormy background to a moving tale of two young lovers
caught in its turmoil. It is a story of love and conflicting passions, and a
high ‘tragic intensity.

THREE RUPEES AND EIGHT ANNAS,

ERISIS o EWHEEIEW@WZ

In this paper, written on his cightieth birthday and three months before
his death in 1941, Tagore spe: out his anguish at the sight of a second
world war and the fearful s impending on civilization, With his one-
time faith in the West painfully crushed, he yet preserved to the end

his hope of the ultimate triumph of Man’s spirit. A document of historical
interest,

Wit o Portrarr. One rurse.
A complete list of Tagore's English works will be sent on request.

Visva-Bharati
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lis enchanling perfume breathing the fragrance
of fresh flowers makes it a favourite of all.
Cooling to the brain and nourishing 1o the hair.
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POEM
howgenerous is that himself the sun
—arriving truly, faithfully who goes
(never a moment ceasing to begin
the mystery of day for someonc’s eyes)

with silver splendors past conceiving who

comforts his children, if he disappears ;
till of more much than dark most nowhere no
particle is not a universe—

but if, with goldenly his fathering

(as that himself out of all silence strolls)
nearness awakened, any bird should sing:
and our night’s thousand million miracles

a million thousand hundred nothings seem
~—we are himself’s own self; his very him

E. E. CuMMINGS




Drawing by Jaime de Angulo

Drawing and poem by Jaime de Angulo are acknowledged to Imagi.
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je lai surpris
4 la lisiere d'un bois
a l'aurore
le lycanthrope qui changeait sa forme

étendu dans les fueilles il dormait encore
et je vis un visage si plein de pein atroce
que je m’enfuis
épouvanté.

JaiMe DE Ancuro

Werewolf in selvage I saw
in day’s dawn shifting his shape,
in leaf-fall he lay, but in his face
such pain, I fled agape,

though he slept yet.

translated by Ezra Pounp

The werewolf is wolf at night, and man in the daytime. The agony in
the poem comes from its being dawn—the pain of the metamorphosis back
into human,

Note by Dorothy Pound
Selvage, fr. “self-cdge”.
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SONNET IN SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR

Nude bodies like peeled logs
sometimes, give off a sweetest
odor, man and woman

under the trees in full excess
matching the cushion of
aromatic pine-drift fallen
threaded with trailing woodbine
a sonnet might be made of it

Might be made of it! Odor of excess
odor of pine needles, odor of

pecled logs, odor of no odor

other than trailing woodbine that

has no odor, odor of a nude woman
sometimes, odor of a man.

WiLLiaM CARLOS WILLIAMS

ARMOR’S UNDERMINING MODESTY

At first T thought a pest
Must have alighted on my wrist.
It was a moth almost an owl,
Tts wings were furred so well,
with backgammon-board wedges interlacing
on the wing —

8:4

+~ and stars and harps and the new moon.
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like cloth of gold in a pattern
of scales with a hairseal Persian
sheen. Once, self-determination
made an ax of a stone
and hacked things out with hairy paws. The consequence —
our mis-set
alphabet.

Arise; for it is day.

Even gifted scholars lose their way
through faulty etymology.

No wonder we hate poetry,

If tributes cannot
be implicit,

give me diatribes and the fragrance of iodine,

the corkVYoak acorn grown in Spain;

the pale-ale-cyed impersonal look

which the sales-placard gives the bock beer buck,
What is more precise than precision? Illusion.
Knights we've known,

like those familiar
now unfamiliar knights who sought the Grail, were
ducs in old Roman fashion
without  the addition
of wreaths and silver rods, and armor gilded
or inlaid.

They did not let self bar

their usefulness to others who were

different. Though Mars is excessive

in being preventive,
heroes need not write an ordinall of attributes to enumerate
what they hate.

@:5
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1 should, I confess,

Jike to have a talk with one of them about excess,
and armor’s undermining modesty

instead of innocent depravity.

rof-steel uninsi e should co

continence,

objectified and not by chance,
there in its frame of circumstance
of innocence and altitude

and an unhackeyed solitude.

There is the tarnish and there the imperishible wish.
MARIANNE MOORE

Acknowledged to The Nation.

TWO POEMS

MARCHE AUX OISEAUX

Hundreds of birds are singing in the square.
Their minor voices fountaining in air

And constant as a fountain, lightly loud,

Do not drown out the burden of the crowd.

Far from his gold Sudan, the travailleur

Lends to the noise an intermittent chirr
Which to his hearers seems more joy than rage.
He batters softly at his wooden cage.

Here are the silver-bill, the orange-cheek,

The perroquet, the dainty coral-beak

Stacked in their cages; and around them move
The buyers in their termless hunt for love.

Here are the old, the ill, the imperijal child ;
The lonely people, desperate and mild;

v:6
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The ugly; past these faces one can read
The tyranny of one outrageous need.

We love the small, said Burke. And if the small

Be not yet small enough, why then by Hell
We'll cramp it till knows but how to feed,
And we'll provide the water and the seed.

NATURAL SONG

The slow acquirements of the air
Have levitated Carthage now,

Its stones are dancing overhead,

Its morselled glory must endure,
And let the wind blow anyhow,
The freshest gust from anywhere
Settles our streets with all the dead.
The natural is never pure.

The winds are traders, and the flood
Shares with shore, and turns to take
Whatever land has littered there.
‘Washing the drowned it does not cure
But scatters death, whose fingers rake
The tides that carry-off his blood:

For all refreshment is to share,

The natural is never pure.

Though cities are in smoke refined
The fire must stink of what it burns,
The dungy charnel earth can wear

A bright and wheaten chevelure,

And nothing after pureness yearns
Except the vileness of the mind

‘Which would be sole, and cease to share.
The natural is never pure.
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In nature is no purity,

The virgin and the anchorite

Are masoned of eternal death,

And when another death shall raze
Their walls of mind, then shall a flight
Of sole and soured powders flee
Refreshed upon the wind’s old breath
And fall throughout vital maze.

RicHARD WILBUR

TWO POEMS
AIR BURIAL

Say not, O earth, they are too many and too loud
Who fling their lives like rockets in the sky,

The young, the beautiful, the proud—

O earth, receive them when they die.

Say to them, “Children, it is late.”

Press from their eyes the hate.

These were the farthest blooms upon the tree,
Plucked by the thunder and the careless hail ;
Now they are quiet and forever free ;

Nor can we follow where they sail

Between the star wane and that clouded dawn
Their compassed hearts were set upon.

Mother, bestow them 'neath your ancient: cover,

Safe from the thrust of fear and'-pain ;

Lap them in darkness, say to friend and lover :
“These were brave seed, and they shall bloom again.”

NIGHT HAWKS OVER BRONXVILLE
The night hawks fly all night over Bronxville,
Wheeling, dipping, ceaselessly winging,
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Dropping their brief disconsolate cries,

Sky-drip of wild and ancient woe,

On the roofs, the groomed gardens, the disheveled
dreams of Bronxville.

Did you know him, sky hunters, my friend who died yesterday ?
The fat man with' the kind eyes, the hurt mouth ?

Yesterday he tripped, hurrying for the 8:25;

Tripped over a leaky heart valve,

Stumbled into glory. Cry louder, sky hunters,

Cry, soar, as the freed soul soars,

This is my friend who had wings, but the world broke them.

He was the carpenter’s son in a Maine village.
He wrote trash for the ether waves, grew bald early,
begot nothing.
This is the house that trash built, in granite mortised
and tenoned ;
Bar in the basement, sundial in the court; each evening
he would fill
The bird-bath in the garden: the day birds knew him, but
at night
The crying hawks dripped woe and and terror on his dreams.

Cry softly, sky hunters, Yesterday he tripped, hurrying
for the 8:25.
They emptied his pockets at the hospital, his commuting
book
Had almost a month to run, but today
His seat in the club car is filled, the waiting list moved up.
Softly, sky hunters. This is my friend who had wings,
but the world broke them.
This is my friend, freed now to fly and hunt again
The high pasture, the far fields.
James RorTy

i

Acknowledged to Harper's Magazine. -
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‘WHICH OF US TWO ?

When both are strong with tenderness, too wild

With oneness to be severancereconciled ;

‘When even the touch of fingertips can shock

Both to such seesaw mutuality

OF hot-pressed opposites as smelts a tree

Tighter to its dryad than to its own tight bark ;

When neither jokes or mopes or hates alone -
Or wakes untangled from the other; when
More-warm-than-soul, more-deep-than-flesh are one

In marriage of the very skeleton ;—

When, then, soil peels mere flesh off half this love.
And locks it from the unstripped half above,
Who's ever sure which side of soil he's on ?

Have I lain seconds here, or years like this ?

I'm sure of nothing else but loneliness

And darkness. Here's such black as stuffs a tomb,
Or merely midnight in an unshared room.

Holding my breath for fear my breath is gone,
Unmoving and afraid to try to move,

Knowing only you have somchow left my side,

I lie here, wondering which of us has died.

PETER VIERECK

TWO POEMS
THE MAKER OF APRILS
The masses of my fellows uncreate
In one week the millioned-year

Creation; the Furies lead the great
Unmaking, their torches, everywhere,

S0:10
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That is the devil-mask of things,
Frightening the luckless to their graves.
April’s green folk of former springs

Set up by tribes their tents of leaves;

The Maker of April tunes the stars.
Their golden music sprinkles bloom,
Violets as purple as the pairs

Of starlings, lilies life shells or foam.

The delighted Maker comes to no end
Of making, be it moth, or spire

In marble; be it the beginning fire

Of a heart seeking the fathering Friend.

THE PRINCE

By the coronal in his hand,
Tear-wetted roses, blecding color,
Greenery of endured dolo\:,

He will be known and crowned.

He journeys to his kingdom, sing

The ranks and rows of days.
Whiphanded Time that whipped a king
Sees him marching on his knees.

(He rested by a fountain—
The city spinning steel
Over grass; the grimed bowl
Lifting a sooty rain.

He looked at the bitter

Effigy of fountain; he poured
His strength around the word
That started a glistening water.)

35:11
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A gravedigger hobbles and cries

That the swaddled dead have been shown
This king, and rise and run

After him, asking for eyes.

He reaches his marvelmountain, announce
The cloud-trombones. His heart’s coronal
Brings flowers to cities, sweetens the wells,
He reaches princedom that know him the prince.

EveE TRIEM

THREE POEMS

WAKE , OLD MAN

Wake, old man.

. The room we enter now

is warmed by summer’s oak; the night’s long chill
Is gone, the windows robbed of cold’s design.
Fearful that you might sleep, forever still

in these our days of vast complexities,

I turn, perceptive, where T see you lig;

T have my reasons for not saying:
Wake;
die,

it is not time, for me, to have you

Wake, old man.

Why does your dim sight search,

iterns, cach with a miser’s yyick

¢ ! erns, a er's wick,
through broken windows past the dirty streety

I have not seen, like you, through a poor world, sick.

3312

. it
*~- 7" Wake, old man.

Now once more rise and limp;
look long at darks that scem to have no end;
deny me not another day of light
that burns in darks I cannot comprehend.

IN THE CEREBRAL HOUSE

In the cerebral house the unwalled solitude
wanders on vast gray plains, it seeks beyond
fallacious knowledge. Cool, detached, it moves
while flesh remains in tumult and in peace;

in peace like slow green brooks that move toward sea,
in ferment like a love and wrath that blend

as dark streams blend, flowing as waters flow,
defiled, and sharing pollution’s common course.
‘The walls of flesh may tighten around the frame
of bone, or loosen and sag, but the eyes once bright,
grown weak, may sce without the need of sight,
through the skull's window, a vista without end;
though eyes be blind, though beginning was the end.

Acknowledged to Here And Now.

NOT THIS

Not this, he told himself, not this green hill

freed him from anger, from tumultuous sound;
not the wide landscape wed to clean and still

blue night, blessed him. Not starlight, not ground.

No, not here came stillness, nor release

came when he ran from where his battles flared.
He is his own clean height, his wide deep peace
as he was his raging war, now undeclared.

Josern Jorn Kerra
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CONCORD CATS el T - ‘The drifting ribbons pour their breath
On the boat where Tammuz drowses surfeited
‘The soft cat and the scratchy cat And blind it in their floral knots.
Have milk in cold blue plates. i The petals kiss
Then, in evenings, star-cool evenings ;
i Equal to their reticence, H His eyelids like remembered rain,
t Emblems of independence, Kiss his innocent limbs farewell, as round
- i The boat, foundering in this harvest,
These China cats, of black and white, - | The flowers pour.
Will go on planetary pads __. .
; Uphill, where crouch “Oh sister who art my mother, wife
’ On cighteenth-, seventeenth-century i Who art my sister, do not smother me
i Houses the graves of Concord. \ . With this fertility of bloom.
i The petals wrap
By pious inscriptions i
That antedate the Revolution ‘} Me, virgin, in excess of love—
They sec, through eyes cold and chaste, : A second stream on that below—and turn
Tl}e scratchy cat, the soft cat, { My fear into a writhing joy.
‘With humour ‘old and Oriental, The flowers surge
That nature is meant for poise. { -
Battles, bloodshed, death, Delicious, curded. waves to mask
Are men mirroring time,’— The water’s u‘esPass, into my boat. Tor I
The stars blue, the night paling— Who ever dle, ax\fl am reborn,
Are data. Imperviousness, Integrity. In petals” drop
RICHARD EBERHART And seed, must sink in gardens of sleep,
i Elated victim of my own device,
| And to the underworld must lead
| The flowers’ flood.
THE DEATH OF TAMMUZ
All on the ri i Remember my retreat, O Ishtar . .. "
White below the ET:dwl‘ll‘ll: r‘\;::;crlsl;c cold ¥ Blood of roses ﬁll.s his mo}!th, his loir}s
Sun declines at the western gate, i Bleed ?arnauons. His body, white
The flowers fall, ! With petal shrouds,

38:14 H Se:15 -




And he will dream until his mother’s breath

FRwl

Settles through the darkening deep; (e
Then plunging faster, draws the floating fields
Behind it, spiraled and cascading

Tlowers like

The flaming mantle of the sun

When it hurtles down the world’s edge

And leaves us long and longing night.
The petals’ tide

Sucks Tammuz down to wintry death;

In warm redemption blows, and then
He will arise,
HuBERT CREEKMORE

THE OLD HALCYON HOTEL

In the odd twilight of a usual day

this room: on the dresser top

a Gideon Bible jcon-like. The glass
breathes; the towels are sighing on the rack,
even the walls are trying . - to become
what they'll be asked to be—a cell, a tomb,
or a wild Heaven of transient birds. .

HowArp Grirrin

SIGNAL

Descrt—amber, somber patch of land;
Dun, serried, arid, yellowed spoltch
Of sand: small life, 2 botched joly
Damn! Winding, mellowed
In moonlight heals the hurt

, thatched street [
» conceals the scar, / ¢
1§
!
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Feet—forlorn, far, feel the give

Of tiger; sleck, susceptible to cruel
Tentativity, meet the felled tooth;
And flint core—conceptual bric-a-brac—
Reveals the star, and titillates the stone.

Millenniums, behind the solar, polar
Grant how, slant tlle nova, stellar
Pillars in the cellular vacuum
~—twisted, drawn and dried the tubes
‘Modus, centric and correlative

CLARENGE ALVA PowrLL

WHEN ALL STANDARDS ARE CHANGING
(for Auprey McGaFriN)

Like an incomplete sentence

I wandered today where as a child

I followed greener. ways:

Found where the spring

Sucked the cool water forth, where

The blue jays built their nests

(Learnt of their nervous ways to know
Why the bluejay never alights for long).
‘What was once a green stretch of woods
Beyond this neighbourhood

Is gone. A new cheap-housing district
Has driven out the trees, the snails,
The hawthorn bushes where the wren nested.
Gone is that oncereal world

Of green things and a spinning sun,
Apples in an early autumn orchard,
And O how the birds sang.

Rocks. held their own kingdoms on
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My favorite paths. “Look now!
The meadow opens here between
These strawberry thickets”—a thrush
Chirped idly among the blossoms.

The mad race in the deep grass

Smelling of wild clover and flaked

With Queen Anne’s lace. How the meadow
Gave with us, bending as we bent

To fill our arms with summer daisies.
(Once we gathered gentians

In October.) We fished for tadpole

In a silent pond where new fallen leaves
Floated: the bottom stone musty and secret
In the autumn light; a brown world.

And before long our frogs

Leapt their pails and disappeared

Into the garden—into what adventures?
Today I could not find my way,

Each new turn of the path, each familiar
Landmark threw me into confusion.

1 stopped in the hollow and halloed

To the wind, and stood silent among

The sycamores listening to my voice return
Again and again to confuse the birds.

Tromas CoLe

TWO POEMS
THE WAVES
Now it is here, the summer's richness, poised like a wave.
All spring the green was rising, tidal with unrest—
Now sound of trees is like a flowing toward a crest:
In such an imminence you do-not know what you should save.

LB
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Along every passage followed the green hangs over

From bank and bough, and if it fell the thud

Would take along with all confusion
and understood—

Nature never winnows from the flesh the thinker and the lov

what most you loved

er.

At night the scent of honeysuckle flows across your bed

In currents that awaken body to the body's love;

If for a moment you protest, resist, the shove

Of opulence thrusts reason under like the swimmer’s head.

And you must learn desire can be a way of dying, as though even
The eaves of the world were waves dark with threat

To any truth affirmed and every beauty met,

Holding precarious to summer earth the curve of heaven.

LILAC POSSESSION

Must it be spring in a late year that will make us know

How taut a thing is time that took us straight

Who might have turned aside, that hurried when we wished
to wait :

Until we were time's master and ourselves would not let go?

Will it take lilac after storm to make learn

What the face buried in blossom can never recover?—

Then it was enough to stop with the rain, discover

Our love in flower and carry it into the house without rigid
concern.

This is the bush, grown taller, a rain-soft hour of twilight still:
Here essence shall remain and here endure—

Nature is not cruel though it immure

Within itself what was the dream before the will,
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Though it preserve against ourselves what was nof merely VOTER
thought.
‘This it can do for us who own our house, our life,
‘Whose children stretch the years of our command, who love
not woman but our wife,
Yet in possession cannot recall just why we sold what we bought.

How much is an old man
A citizen?

An old alone old man
Breathing now and then?

Guarres Epwarp Eaton Well, he walks on every morning

In the approaching sun
And uses up more of it
Than most people can.

ELEGY He goes all over

Sees little done,

His eye so cloudy

And his sense unplain,

‘The heart is by all means the grave.
‘What Lucy wears as pocket, what hero
Offers to fear as door-lock, is not :

But the terrible two-part engine, And casts his vote, if a vote define

Closet of self is heart. A citizen,

All down the line, back to eighty, to Adam,
Before most begin.

Turn not your face from me as card’s man,
Half an eye in a board house;

The journey not undertaken attacks my landscape, The man he votes for being fuller
The fingers and joints of post

N Than anyone
Point no place I have been . . . .

Of patience, age,
The crows fly open like tricks. I’olilc)y and ;unsf

Playing at game: feast of the cards and tarts, fovene Mg
The guard on guard of knave,
Heart upon heart open and shiny;

And in the jail of me,
Locket and page and the wet storm lantern,
Its red still blowing,

RosALIE MOORE




THE ENDURING HOST

Pray now to God the Highest,
And to lowliest things as well,
To grass and pale wild oats,
Horehound and pimpernel,
For in the western winter
The dream leaps in the seed
And the angelic germ is hoisted
In weed and wonderful weed
And earth that was but burial '
And hope that could not pull
Herself out of the stone
Are green and beautiful,
How peerless is the sight,
How perfect is the toil
Of these a million hinderless
Sucklings of the soil.
O little ones, whose will
Delivered you from dust,
The burnt and brownest hills
Are Drilliant with your trust,
To you, the enduring host
Who lived your peril out,
A world of passionate roots, ’
A destiny without doul':t.

Let us kneel down upon green knees
A Among our greenlings all
nd cry to carth, the humble,
. A.nd Cry to seed, the small,
n this our sacrificial ‘and ’
Most native hour
Earth, earth, give

e us y ;
Seed, seed, your faith,

g1ve us your powerf

RW:22
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THREE LETTERS OF EZRA POUND AND T. S. ELIOT
CONCERNING THE WASTE LAND?

1: Ezra Pounp to T. S. ELioT

Paris 24 Saturnus, An 1, <24 December 1921>

Caro mio: muca improved. I think your instinct had
led you to put the remaining superfluities at the end. I think
you had ‘better leave 'em, abolish ’em altogether or for the
present.

If you MusT keep ’em, put ‘em at the beginning before the
“April cruelest month.” The rorm ends with the “Shantih,
shantih, shantih.”

One test is whether anything would be lacking if the last
three were omitted. 1 don't think it would.

The song has only two lines which you can use in the body
of the poem. The other two, at least the first, does not advance
on earlier stuff. And even the sovegna doesn’t hold with the
rest; which does hold.

(It also, to your horror probably, reads aloud very well.
Mouthing out his 000000ze.)

I doubt if Conrad is weighty enough to stand the citation.

The thing now runs from “April . . .” to “shantih”
without a break. That is 19 pages, and let us say the longest
poem in the English langwidge. Don’t try to bust all records
by prolonging it three pages further.

The bad nerves is O.K. as now led up to.

My squibs are now a bloody impertinence. I send ‘em as
requested; but don’t use 'em with Waste Land.

You can tack 'em onto a collected edtn, or use ‘em some-
where where they would be decently hidden and swamped by

3 Reprinted from The Hudson Review by courtesy of the Managing
Editor, and by kind permission of . S. Eliot for letter No. 2,
Mrs Ezra Pound for the two others, and Mr D. D. Paige, the editor of
Ezra Pound’s correspondence, soon to be published in book form. .

9:23
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the bulk of the accompanying matter. They'd merely. be an
extra and wrong note with the 19 Ppage version.

Complimenti, you bitch. I am wracked by the seven
jealousies, and cogitating an excuse for always exuding my de-
formative secretions in my own stuff, and never getting an
outline. I go into nacre and objets d’art. Some day I shall
lose my temper, blaspheme Flaubert, lie like a * * * and say
“Art should embellish the umbelicus.”

Sage Homme

These are the poems of Eliot
By the Uranian Muse begot;
A Man their Mother was,

A Muse their Sire.

How did the printed Infancies result
From Nuptials thus doubly difficult?
IF you must needs enquire

Know diligent Reader

That on each Occasion

Ezra performed (he caesarean Operation.

-0-:0-0-0-0-0-0-0-
Cauls and

grave clothes he brings,
Fortune’s

outrageous stings,
About which odoyr clings,

Of Putrefaction,
Bleichstein’s dank otting clothes
Affect the dainty nose,

He speaks of common woes

Deploring action,
He writes of ABCs

And flaxseed Ppoultices,
Obscrving fate’s hard decrees
Sans satisfaction;

R8:24
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Breedings of animals,

Humans and cannibals,

But above all else of smells .
Without attraction

Vates cum Fistula
LR

It.is after all a grrrreat littttttterary period.
-, Thanks for the Aggymemnon.

2: T.S. Euor to Ezra Pounp

N 1922
London <? ]anumy/ 19:

Cher maitre: Criticisms accepted so far as understood,
with thanks.
Glowed on the marble where the-glass ) .
Sustained by standards wrought with fruited vmeso X
‘Wherefrom . . . 2 [O.K]
Footsteps shuffled on the stair . . . [O.K]

A closed car. I can’t use taxi more than once. [0.K.]
Departed, have left no addresses . . . ??? [0.K.]
What does THENCE mean (To luncheon at the Cannon St.
Hotel) »2? . :
szould D’s? difficulty be solved by inverting to
Drifting logs .
The barges wash . . . )
1. Do you advise printing “Gerontion” as prelude in book
or pamphlet form? :
b PZ. PPcrhaps better omit Phlebas also P'P? o
5 8. Wish to use Caesarean Operation in italics in front.
4. Certainly omit miscellaneous pieces.  [Those at end.)

#Dorothy, Mrs Ezra Pound.
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5. Do you mean not use the Conrad quote or simply no: |
put Conrad’s name to it? It js much the most appropriate | |
can find, and somewhat elucidative. i

Complimenti
depressed, * * * *

appreciated, as have been

I would have sent Aeschyle before but have b

een in bed |
with flu, now out, but miserable, |

Would you advise working sweats with tears, etc,
place where it can go?

8
Have writ to Thayer3 asking what he can offer for this. [
Trying to read Aristophane, I

, into |
nerves monologue; only

|
3: Ezra Pounp to T. S, ELior i
Paris |

<.7 ]anuary>19i7 |
Filio dilecto mihi: 1 merely queeried the dialect of “thence”; {

dare say it is O.K.

D. was fussing about some natural phenomenon, but 1!
thought I had crossed out her queery. The wake of the barges
Wwashes etc., and the barges may perfectly well be said to wash.
I should leave it as it is, and Not invert,

1 do not advise printing “Gerontion”
miss it at all as the thing now stands.
let me say that 1 advi
prelude.

as preface.” One don't
To be more lucid still,
ise you ot to print “Gerontion” as

I po advise keeping Phlebas.
Phlebas is an integral part of the poci
him, the drowned Phoen, sailor.
where he is.  Must stay in.

In fact I more'n advise
m; the card pack introduces
And he is needed ABsolootly
Do’ as you like about my obstetric effort,

*The editor of The Digl,

excessively. |,

KAVITA

Ditto re Conrad; who am I to grudge him his laurel crown?
ZAschylus not so good as I had hoped, but haven't had

time to improve him, yet.
I dare say the sweats with tears wil'l wait * '* '.‘ .
You can forward the “Bolo” to Joyce if you think it w'm; t
unhinge his somewhat sabbatarian mind. On the hole he might

be saved the shock, shaved the sock.
» » » »

Dere z also the stoory of the poker game, if you hab
forgotten it.




3Rl
EZRA POUND
An Immortality

Sing we for love and idleness,
Naught else is worth the having.

Though I have been in many a land,
There is naught else in living.

And I would rather have my sweet,
Though rose-leaves die of grieving,

Than do high deeds in Hungary
To pass all men’s believing.
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EZRA POUND
Ballad for Gloom

For God, our God is a gallant foe
That playeth behind the veil.

1 have loved my God as a child at heart
That seeketh deep bosoms for rest,

I have loved my God as a maid to man—
But lo, this thing is best:

To love your God as a gallant foe that plays behind the veil;

To meet your God as the night winds meet beyond Arcturus'
pale.

I have played with God for a woman,

I have staked with God for truth,

I have lost to my God as a man, clear-eyed—
His dice be not of ruth.

For I am made as a naked blade,
But hear ye this thing in sooth:

Who loseth to God as man to man
Shall win at the turn of the game.

I have drawn my blade where the lightnings meet
But the ending is the same:

Who loseth to God as the sword blades lose
Shall win at the turn of the game,

For God, our God is a gallant foe that playeth behind the veil |
Whom God deigns not to overthrow hath need of triple mail-
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EZRA POUND
Portrait D'une Femme

Your mind and you are our Sargasso Sea,
London has swept about you this score years
And bright ships left you this or that in fee:
Ideas, old gossip, oddments of all things,
Strange spars of knowledge and dimmed wares of price.
Great minds have sought you—lacking someone else.
You have been second always. Tragical?
No. You preferred it to the usual thing:
One dull man, dulling and uxorious,
One average mind—with one thought less each year.
Oh, you are patient. I have seen you sit
Hours, where something might have floated up.
And now you pay one. Yes, you richly pay.
You are a person of some interest, one comes to you
And takes strange gain away:
Trophies fished up; some curious suggestion;
Fact that leads nowhere; and a tale or two,
Pregnant with mandrakes, or something else
That might prove useful, and yet never proves,
‘That never fits a corner or shows use,
Or finds its hour upon the loom of days:
The tarnished, gaudy, wonderful old work;
Idols, and ambergris and rare inlays,
These are your riches, your great store; and yet
Tor all this seahoard of deciduous things,
Strange woods half sodden, and new brighter stuff:
In the slow float of differing light and deep,
Nol there is nothing! In the whole and all,
Nothing that's quite your own,

Yet this is you.

cp. Eliot's Portrait of a Lady.

These three poems by Ezra P i . o o
the Committee for Ezra Po ound are reprinted by kind permission 0

und, represented by Mrs Ezra Pound.
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1936, by Waptad Steyeniblished by Alfred A, Kopt.. Copyright
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WALLACE STEVENS
Gallant Chateau

Is it bad to have come here
And to have found the bed empty?

One might have found tragic hair,
Bitter eyes, hands hostile and cold.

There might have been a light on a book
Lighting a pitiless verse or two.

There might have been the immense solitude
Of the wind upon the curtains.

Pitiless verse? A few words tuned
And tuned and tuned and tuned.

It is good. The bed is empty,
The curtains are stiff and prim and still,

rder, p
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WALLACE STEVENS
The House Was Quiet And The World Was Calm

The house was quiet and the world was calm,
The reader became the book; and summer night

Was like the conscious being of the book.
The house was quiet and the world was calm.

The words were spoken as if there was no book,
Except that the reader leaned above the page,

‘Wanted to lean, wanted much most to be
‘The scholar to whom his book is true, to whom

The summer night is like the perfection of thought.
The house was quiet because it had to be.

The quiet was part of the meaning, part of the mind:
The access of perfection to the page.

And the world was calm. The truth in a calm world,
In which there is no other meaning, itself

Is calm, itself is summer and night, itself
Is the reader leaning late and reading there.

F T 1 ;i i
1047 ?ymW;ﬂ:?cnrsrut‘)’efsmmu, published by Alfred A, Knopf. Copyright

0Y:36
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E. EE CUMMINGS

when god lets my body be

From each brave eye shall sprout a tree
fruit that dangles therefrom

the purpled world will dance upon
Between my lips which did sing

a rose shall beget the spring
that maidens whom passion wastes

will lay between their little breasts
My strong fingers beneath the snow

Into strenuous birds shall go
My love walking in the grass

their wings will touch with her face
and all the while shall my heart be

With the bulge and muzzle of the sea

From Collected Pocms,
Copyright, 1923, by E. E

ob:38
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E. E CUMMINGS

O sweet spontaneous
carth how often have
the

doting

fingers of
prurient philosophers pinched
and
poked

thee
shas the naughty thumb
of science prodded
thy
beauty show
often have religions taken
thee upon their scraggy knees
squeezing and :

buffeting thee that thou mightest conceive
gods

(but
true
to the incomparable
couch of death thy
rhythmic
lover

thou answerest

them only with
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WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS ! SR (IS ARA—
Illegitimate Things sfife sty A
Water still flows— /
The thrush still sings ] e
7 ftres
though in

the skirts of the sky

Gi5a Rty
at the bottom of ’ ' efewf -
the distance

- aferfx
huddle . . . . .

' . echoing cannon! ‘ 1T F 10 |

Whose silence revives w13 TAeTF A
|
valley after | “ife
valley to peace
as poems still conserve = wfre]
Ak

the language w3t B33 caag
of old ecstasies.

stary iZ

AT el |

el WHAE ¢ R I

Reprinted by kind permission of Dr William Carlos Williams.
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i pectable but not always valid. Both romance and fantasy have persisted
! THE BACKGROUND OF AMERICAN POETRY to the present day. The first is to be found both in Longfellow and the
. ike Tndi impressionist poet, E. E. Cummings, while Truman Capote is quite as
P i e f:f;é{}‘iﬂgi‘;ﬂ]‘"“; onee 2 ony of Great Britain and fke fantasic s Bdgar Allan Poe,  From Poc, with s intense. subjectivity,

| ally to the great Hbes] trcd.:"ee, f°]l~: Rcvoluuops owed much ideologi- | also stem the modern imagist poets, Amy Lowell, Edna St. V{nccnt Mlllay,
e outside its own country, h“ ‘n“’“ ; Uﬂgland which has been so- fertile Elinor Wylie, Marianne Moore and William Carlos Williams. Their
s India Nehru, Gandhi was & et ey h‘,A' Jefferson and it has given imagery is an assertion of private uniquencss, of intimate personal percep-
¢ country but sot free also fhe eﬁ;ﬂv‘-’; A f'; ington who not only freed his tion. In America, where there is no common people for none is uncommon,
i The observance of untouchabiie. b, S COUNEY: the Untouchables. a need will always be felt for insistence upon the cxceptional and singular.
Constitution, Wt an offence under the Indian | To this small band belongs Emily Dickinson.

The first indication that all was not well with America came with the
Civil War. Apart from the fine English of the state papers drawn up by
Franklin, Jefferson and the Adamses the Revolution did not produce litera~
ture of much merit. The Civil War did. The great names of the period,
headed by James Russell Lowell, were all associated with the agitation for
the abolition of slavery. Out of it came a realism, foreshadowed by

' Before the achievem
I derivative and colonial;

!E}"ll of her Independence American literature was

after it American writers found themselves

A i cut off

. from dE!-ngland 4and from their own past.  Year after year immigrants

IR iz)u;c tm, settling a frontier where there was no cstablished society and

a irst no govcm‘mcuf. In the beginning the only thing they had in *
mmon was the immigrant's dream of g promised land. In his play,

“Valley Forge”, Masey i Nathaniel Hawthorne in “The Scarlet Letter” and concrete in Harriet
Anderson describes it Beecher Stowe’s “Uncle Tom's Cabin”, that was to develop into a revolt

an wncouth clan, unread, harsh-spoke which culminated as late as the twentics of this century.

but followers of drear, e tonali ; ; ; ;
shall begy s bm’dcuam, a dream that men Regionalism was one of its earliest fruits. The thirteen states slowly

s save of their own choosin,
shall walk upright, x?slerlcss, doff a hat to g;'nonc,

. became forty-cight. The Klondike, the deep South, the Spanish Southwest,
and choose their gods

New England, creole Louisiana, the prairies, the West coast, took on

For this th H individual character. In many books they have revealed America to herself,
infiitey e Svered themselves from their old rooted European cultures, . This regionalism inevitably merged with r icism and became pi
iy m:pzoand]_nch cultures, but confined. Instead of adding their William Vaughn Moody at length asked the unavoidable question:
science, men of "iﬁde’;;“:infuwpgs martyrs for faith and freedom of con- A @ le nation Milte

i mind es ) . re we the cagle nation 1lton saw
symbol, an opporturity. 1 e caped to America. To them it was a it

Mewing its mighty youth?

Or have we but the talons and the maw,
And for abject likeness of our heart,
Shall some fess lordly bird be set apart—?

. and it is stil] th i

in E ! at to displaced persons

. urope, th({ hardships anq dangers they had t l; P hei
orts to materialise their Utopy o Jace in their

ke songs. These have none || . - . .
opean folk literature, A rich and homely The rebels, reacting from the warmth, geniality and sentimentality of

hich became American life, turned icy, ruthless, acrid and arid. For the absurd self-
0l fraditon, for he was.the firg 1o o s, Glled the Mark Twain | hosis of Americans they supetiuted by deftees 5 destscnmt ot
- " ¢
Hy ot of o hmow hss gy g e The laer fmounted fo spirital - fagelat ihed by the disilus
i xponent of eminence was the coyh - S most recent following World War I, their dejection drove many of their number, rudely
i of Cherolee extracion o™ showman and columnist, Wit Rogers, i . . . .

robbed of their undergarment of dream, back to Europe. Their mood
coincided exactly with the mood of a war-ruined continent turning in
dream wag important 1o America desperation to creeds which it hoped would at least be more efficient than

5 out of it has grown democracy. Eliot and Pound became the voices of a stark and embittered
ays the determination

xtravagantly romantic
letters that was res-

and pithiness of whose

aphorisms of Benj jokes recall the i

amin Franklin,
i The immigrant’s
i all that is distinctivel.
to preserve it at al]

and full of fantasy,

y American; byt ;
€osts gave rise
resulting in o D

n the early ¢
10 a literature e
olite tradition of

4ge, an age of unprecedented violence, cruelty and negation,
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A third tradition, into which the folk tradition of Mark Twain was
absorbed, took shape as a common culture emerged and the place of the
immigrant was taken by the American. No record of immigrant stock
is kept beyond the second generation. This American sang and Walt
Whitman was the first to hear him. Whitman took up the refrain and
hymned America into nationhood. This tradition is liberal, broad, humane,
inclusive, kindly. It exponents have sometimes inherited more of the
mannerisms than the spirit of ‘Whitman, substituting tabulations for breadth
of sympathy, geography for depth of understanding, exhibitionist for eclectic
culture. Vachel Lindsay, E. A. Robinson, Stephen Benét, Robinson Jeffers,
Carl Sandburg, and Archibald McLeish all belong to it. The names of
the Negro poets, James Weldon Johnson, Countee Cullen and Langston
Hughes must be added here, They have brought much tenderness and
music to American poetry as well thythm.  Out of rhythm grows metre/
and form. The formlessness of much American poetry detracts from its
appeal.

Standing above their country,

time and place are Emerson, Thoreau,
Whitman and Emily Dickinson. These personalities, integrated to the
Doint of autonomy, link American literature with the main currents in human
history, giving it universal significance. Robert Frost and E. E. Cummings
seem to defy any other classification. Most of them have appeared in New
England, culturally the most sheltered and stable part of America. And
from New England comes Eliot despite his Missouri birth,

On the whole American culture is neither sheltered nor stable, but
open and fluid. This makes it difficult for the individual to keep his feet
on the bottom and his head out of water at the same time. It is casier
for '1|{m to drift with the gregarious ‘we’ than to achieve personal expression.
Individualism s however a basic tenet of the American creed, a political
more than a religious value perhaps, but no less moral for that. Whitman's
collective ‘you' is not socialised man so much as the canonised individual.
Th.o l:(!ils.oll for the defencelessness of the individual lies, not in a mythical
socialisation nor in the absence of sub-conscious strata of common culture,
but in the vagueness of his psychological background. For this vagueness
the geographical isofation and economic sclf-sufficiency that have made
America a safe refuge for the oppressed are responsible,  One of the
strongest arguments for cultural autonomy in a world growing uncom-

a ures clarify and 2

the present American values and Ameri . e e oher, Up o
challenged from Without,
of rodeo in which Americans haye risked their neck:

" N v f i
audience, often in the gratifying role of Iibcmorss before an applauding

- Even critics, rebels
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and expatriates make tacit assumptions, taking for granted values which
are not necessarily taken for granted in other parts of the world. This
vagueness, in writers like Hemingway and Steinbeck, gives the impression
almost of a spiritual vacuum. When Americans lose their sense of privileged
detachment they will feel an urgent need to formulate their unconscious
drives. In doing so they will gain a maturer understanding of the forces
that have formed them. Consciously incorporated in the equipment of the
American writer, this deeper insight into himself will greatly strengthen
his position as an individual. If, in addition, he has the hardihood to
assimilate the raucous collective life of America into his private conscious-
ness, ijnstead of turning squeamishly away from it, his images, with all
their originality and freshness. will become symbols, and personal poetry
" of greater intensity and depth will be possible,

LA Rar

Acknowledgement for help received is due to
Sti Nimai Ghatterjee and Mr  Henry Selz.
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COMMENT

The growing importance of American literature is a clear fact of the
present century.  But in India this is not yet clearly perceived. Not that
interest is lacking, but specimens are scarce. Modern American writing,
specially poetry, is here known mainly through the ‘expatriates’. Pound
and Eliot, their voices reaching from London, have had great influence in
Bengal. The ‘imagists’ were known in their day, again through British
sources. As for specifically American poetry, it means certainly Whitman,
who raged for a while among rebels against Tagore, some Frost and
Cummings perhaps, chance encounters in anthologies, and little besides.
This is unavoidably so, for America specializes in exporting an inexorable
mass culture, Hollywood glitter and glabrous magazines, almost to the
exclusion of the worthwhile. Even so, fiction breaks through to some
extent, but access to poetry is extremely small.

In America the mechanization of externals has reached a point where

poetry scems seriously threatened. Yet poetry is very much alive there..

In sheer printable quantity, it is claimed, the country produces the largest
for any comparable area. An indication of this is the number and bulk
of American literary journals, specially poetry magazines. Quantity itself
has some value. It means that the ‘atmosphere’ is there, that the air is
charged, and things are kept going and in readiness for great productions.
On the American scene today, there are poets of real stature who speak
to the whole spirit of man, irrespective of historical and geographical
variations. It is a scene of remarkable range and variety, of assimilation,
protest, contradictions. Opposites have met there, a giant organizational
life and a strict individuality, the cult of the collective man and a Iyric
intensity such as Cummings’. Poets' existences show this too. That two
leading poets, William Carlos Williams and Wallace Stevens, also success-
fully practise medicine and insurance law, scems typical of the American
situation. .

. It is the editor’s conviction that Indian intellectuals, so much at home
in English poetry, may find new nourishment in American. Hence this issue
of Kavita, presenting a group of poems by older and younger contemporaries.
M:m)( of them are well-known in their country, some also outside, but
conspicuously few in India. The selection is by no means representative,
nor, we realize, adequate, but within our limitations it is both varied and
authentic. In these pages, we hope, our readers here, and our practising
pocts, would find something to enjoy, re-read, ponder over and profit by.
If this issue, which is perhaps the first of its kind in this country, may be

believed to have served any vatid i
el purpose, we might vent nt
bilingual numbers on different fings, ¢ e on subsedue
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Now I want to thank the contributors to this number, for their poems
and permissions, and, in some cases, their friendly assistance in other
matters. I am particularly grateful to Mr Joseph Joel Keith for his
valuable co-operation in a number of ways. Without his help, and encourage-
ments from Dr Amiya Chakravarty, this issue would not have been possible.

B. B.

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

+ Jane pE AncuLo has studied over twenty languages of the Red Indians,

and writes about their life and legends in English, Spanish and French.

Troxas Cor cdits Imagi, a poctry magazine, which announces an Inter-
national Number.

Huperr CreexMore has edited A Little Treasury of World Poetry, shortly
to be published by Charles Scribners & Sons.

E. E. Cumamines says in a letter that of the countries he has never
experienced India interests him most.

Crartes Epwaro EAToN teaches creative writing at the University of
North Carolina.

Ricuar Esernart’s Selected Poems is announced by Chatto & Windus,
London, and Oxford University Press, New York.

T. S. Eulor expects to begin a new play early in 1951,

Howaro GriFrIN writes poetry, criticism and short stories.

Joseenr Jo Kerrar ds Sccretary-Treasurer of the Los Angeles Centre of
the P. E, N,, and Managing Editor of Poetry Awards, an organization
for the encouragement of poetry.

Josepiine Mives is assistant professor of English at California University.

MariaxNE Moore has been a teacher of commercial subjects, an assistant
in the New York Public Library, and was Acting Editor of The Dial
from 1925 to 1929. At present she is at work on a verse translation
of La Fontaine's Fablcs. A

RosaLiz Moore is now working on a new book of poems on a Guggenheim

Fellowship.
Ezra Pounp's translation of Confucius’ Analects has appeared in The

Hudson Review. ’
CLaReNCE ALva PowerL has published poems, translations and critical
essays.
8»:49
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Lica Ray is American by birth and Indian by marriage. She has trans.
lated from Bengali and is a frequent contributor to The Indian P. E. N,
Bullctin.

Jaxes Rorty is a whole-time writer who has published several books of
verse and prose. His Night Hawks Over Bronzville has won a poetry
prize.

WaLLACE StevEns has received the 1949 Bollingen Award for his total
contribution to American poctry.

Eve Triext has been anthologized and awarded prizes for poetry.

Peter VIERECK, who teaches history, has published two books of history

and two of verse.
Ricrar Witnur is assistant professor of English at Harvard University.

Witniax Cartos WiLLians has received the National Book Award Poctry:
Prize for his Paterson Book III and Selected Pocms.
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