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I say, Love is a wilderness and these bones

h Proclaims no failure, but the death of youth.
H ‘We say, you must be ready for the desert
Even among the orchards starred with blossom,
Even in spring, or at waking moment
‘When the man turns to the woman, and both are afraid. X
All who would save their life must find the desert.
- (The Wilderness)
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The people are hard and hungry and have no love
Diverse and alien, uncertain in their hate,

Hard stones flung out of Creation’s silent matrix
And the Gods must wait.
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Small nameless mining village
Whose slopes are stretched with streets and sprawling graves
Dark in. the lap of firwoods and great boulders
Where you lay waiting, listening to the waves
My hot hands touched your white despondent shoulders—
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Demanding nothing
But the ;imp[icity that she and I
Discovered . . .
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And though the state has enemies we know

The greater enmity within ourselves.
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And 1I—TI pray my unborn tiny child

Has five good senses and an earth as kind

As the sweet breast of her who gives her milk

And waves me down this first clandestine mile.
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