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“The chief use of the ‘meaning’ of a poem, in the
ordinary sense, may be to satisfy one habit of the reader, to
keep his mind diverted and quiet, while the poem does its
work upon him: much as the imaginary burglar is always
provided with a bit of nice meat for the house-dog. This is
a normal situation of which I approve. But the nfinds of all
pocts do not work that way ; some of them, assuming ¢hat
there are other minds like their own, became impatient of this

“ meaning’, and perceive possibilities of intensity through its
climination.”
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The dear good angel of the spring
The nightingale.
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Thou wert the morning-star among the living,
Ere thy fair light had fled ;
But now thou art as Hesperus, giving
New splendour to the dead.
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