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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 

Annual General and Centenary Meeting 

The ANNUAL GJCNERAL and Cr::NTENARY MEETING of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry was held at the Royal 
Exchange, Calcutta, on Friday, the 27th February, 1953, at 3 
o'clock p.m. The meeting was presided over by MR. C. A. 
INNES, President of the Chamber and was addressed by DR. H. 
C. MOOKER,TEE, M.A., PH.D., D.LI'I'T., Governor of West Bengal. 

The following were also present:-

iiiR. I<; N. R. SouTTI:R 

, E. F. Low~> 

E. S. STRAUS 

,, J. H. P. KoLLER 

E. FERGl'SON 

C :'\J. I!!T~IFRI(\ 

V. s ]{[SOl\ 

1\I. A. \VJLK!NSUN 

P. s. 'l'HOJI!AS 

]. B. A'fl!liHTUN 

,. G. J. K. HoOJ.: 

111. P. Kr;urA 

E. .S. Fmr,D 

, ]. T\. Tmv 

l\1. C. Mr:·rcAI,Fl! 

T. R. LAI.WANI 

l\1css/S. Tile At•e1")' Co., J.td. 

Air Conditioni11g Corpn. 
Ltd. 

;11/a/wbad Bank .Ltd. 

il"oria/crl 1\/cclrica/ 111-

dll'lun (Jndw} Lid, 

.-11/a.>.-!s.IIOIIIICC Co. Lid. 

.J.,,Oclalcd ins/lumen/ 

Jlf•·'· (fudia) Ud. 

(;. !lthc11ou.& Co., Ltd. 

,. !ludcrs(ll/o Wright & Co. 

/11/a.nlis (East) Ltd. 

1/ombay Co. Ltd. 

, Babcock & Wilcox of 

India Ltd. 

Hank. of India Ltd. 
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P. H. SYKES 

B. :\. GROSE 
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)IR. J .. S. 0!'FICF.R 

SIR S. X. Roy 

)IR. F. S. )[JTCnELL 

, F. C. F:!DD 

" 1\:. F. L. H.IRR!>' 

K. }[. :\AJK 

R. H. BR\DY 

J. E. BIXGlLD! 

D. s. CR.\IGER 

A. \'. XIIJLETT 

P. ]. F. P.1RSox;,: 

A. P. CHA:-.IDA 

F. R. BAG!..E\ 

, G. THo~so:-.· 

" I. A. DfACPI!ERSO~ 

( 2 ) 

]/e<srs. Hal!litr l_a~i·!it & Co., 

Ltd. 

Bengal Chemical c;.~ 

PharmaCctilita! IVorks 

f.ld 

, Bird & Co., Ltd. 

B!arkcr & Co. 

Birkmyre Brolhers Ud. 

W. H. Brady & Co., 
Ud. 

Rraillrwaitc c~ Co., 

(India) Ltd. 

llrilish Pain!.~ (h!dia) 
Ltd. 

Britannia Rist11it Co., 
Ltd. 

llrooke Bond (India) Ud. 

" Buu.ge & Co,, Ltd. 

Calodla Electric Suf•J•lt· 
Corporaticm Lid_ . 

\ 

)lR. A. C. T. BLE.\.SE 

A. S.mTll 

D D. )hcGREGOR 

D. BE.\TII 

K. \1. jon~sux 

;\j. ~- CliC:\DER 

R. C. Cnn:nn:. 

A. i>hBR 

\Y. ~\. Howt: 

CECIL ST.\CK 

l'. X. H_\KSAR 

)1. ~. BU.\'JT.\CHERJEE 

R. H. Dt·GUID 

K. S. KrTH.\RI 

P. \VII.LJ.D!S 

, G. D. BcTcJ-1,\RT 

\\'. HoDtG.I.IRD 

K. P. DlXG\1 .. \LL 

N. B. EL!.\i; 

( 3 

Jlcssrs. Cu/cutta Trann!'ays Co., 
Ltd. 

Cliarle-rcd Ba11/.: e>/ brdia, 

.-lt1.dra/ia & Cliina. 

Ch/Midc & Exidc Bal
lcrics (!'as/ern) L/d. 

s. C. Cltrludn c:,~ Co. 

Commercial ['Hion AH!I

,aucc Co., Lid. 

(ox & 1\.iu.gs (Agen/s) 

Lid. 

lluttiup Rubber Co. 

{/rulial Ud. 

DOll Watson & Co., Lid. 

Duucau Brolltcrs & Co., 

Lid. 

(_ Dulius & Co. 
Lid. 

Thomas Dul_i & Co. 

{!rrdial Lid. 

East Asiatic 
(Eastern 

Lid-

Errglish E/cc/ric Co., 

Ltd. 

B. N. Eli~s & Co., Ltd. 
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Easlcnr Rathi'ay. 

& 

Ftccdom l'a11'0lillc Oil 
Cc. 

~~. M. Fog/ 6' Co., 

Lid. 

1,11/arrdcrs ,Jrbullrrr(l/ 

Ca., Lid. 

1;/ad.llultt l,ya/1 & Co., 

Ud 

Gas Accunmla/or Co. 

(l!ldin) Ltd. 

r:rallllm., Tradu1;: Co 

(fndia) Ud 

(,uesl, Kcrtt, Wt!iwm.l 
Ud. 

(;ulf Or/ (India) Ud 

!larriron> & Crosfield 
Uri 

11'. Hmc•or/1! & Co. 
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:MR. E. LYNE 

, ]. B. BRAID, ~r.n.F.. 

F. )fOOR!<; 

P. H. 5-::::RJNI: 

C. 1~. 'l'ERDRr: 

A. A. LAWSOY 

D. CATHRU 

N. D. H.\RRIS 

A R. FosTER 

J. 111. L.1.1.r. 

F. 8. JlJ:-<NJE 

H. j\[. liiOLESWORTII 

c. E. I·IENm:Rso:-; 

A. H DAYI!:S 

, A. J. BF.~]'U!IY 

" ]. A. BI;NJA:I>HN 

R. C. K~rGHT 

R. HonERTS 

P. F. s. 'VARRJ(N 

l<tTSTOJI[ PATE!, 

, J. c. MAc(;r;r;noR 

i\f. Hn.r, 
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/ Messrs. Hoare Miller & Co., 

Ud. 

!!' T. Hcnlty's Telc. 

;;raj>h Works Co., Ltd. 

Ho11g-Kong a11d .\'lian

ghai Bat1king Cmpota

lion. 

:1. G- S. Henry & Co., 

Ltd. 

Holmes, Tl'i/sol! & Co., 

J.rd 

Jmf>crial Cilcmical In

dusfrics {Ind!a) Ltd. 

Jmj>cl'ial Tobacco Co. of 

I11dia Ltd. 

Jndta RHbbCJ Mauujac

lurcrs Lfd. 

Junes, TVafSO!I & Co. 

Willialll jacks & Co., 

Ud. 

jcssoj> & Co., Ud. 

josf's E11ginectiJ1g Co., 

Lid. 

je;;•c/1 Filler Co., Lid. 
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il'fR. G. :M. MACKlNr.AY 

" I. G. KF.NNED't' 

, ]. D. K. BROWN 

, ]. P. H. B~rnT 

, D. Foxnwoon 

, E. H. Gaov~ 

, G. G. DUNCAN 

, A.. W. J\iAcCAW 

, W. F. DvttR 

T. W. A'hTCifl;:r,I. 

" R. J. I ... 0ARl.llY 

0. LANG 

H. A. S'rvut 

,. T. S. YOUNG 

, L. H. BASDJ>N 

" W. T. C. PARKI\R 

" p, J. BIDWELl, 

" H. C. GoTTs 

" W, T. A. PAGE 

" A. J · F. RICHES 

.. s. ·w. w,unNim 

" 0. A. SEN 

" D. W, FRANCIS 

l 
J 
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Messr.~. Jardine Hrndrrson Ud. 

.. Kellle1vcllB1tllen.&Co., 
Ud. 

D. f. Keymrr & Co., 
Ud. 

King Brother.~. 

., Kilb11m & Co., Ud. 

" F. & 0. I.a~tg Ud. 

, Latlda/c & M orga11 .• 

" Land ale & Clark J.ld. 

" Lc1vis & Tylor l.fd. 

" Uoyds Bank Ltd. 

Lipton Lid, 

" London Assurance Ltd. 

London & Lancas/tiTe 
Fire ln.surance Co., Ltd. 

( 

:MR. G. P. BRvARS ) 

" 
E. S. BOOTE s 

" 
V. K. PODDAR 

" 
E.. J, FAKES 1 

" 
A. H. FoRD I 

" 
R. B. :MON'l'EATH 

r. " 
A. G. ADAMSON 

" 
W. R. B. SAMPLK 

I " 
H. F. SPANTON 

W. J. CAMPBELl. J 

,. J. S. MACKut 

" 
W. HAY 

,. A. W. TAYLOR, O.B.U.l 

, H, fuJ:EDDitN 

, D. I. DUFF 

, D. C. DRIVER 

J, LA'rlMim 

W. W. S'HKARitR 

I. D. C. BurST 

S.C. Rov 

T. L. MARTIN 

A. G. GIDLKY 

M. B. 'riGim 

I 
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A. '!'. DoiNG . 
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Mcssrs. Ludlow jute Co., Ltd. 

" 
Macfarlane & Co., Lfd. 

" 
Mackinno1r lllackcnzitl & 
Co., Ltd . 

" 
Mackintosh Bum Ltd. 

., Maclltlili & Barr:)' Lid. 

ll & ]. ,Main. & Co., 

Ud. 

A. M. Mair & Cr1., Lid. 

H. Manory Ltd. 

, Marlin Bum Lid. 

llfiiiJ' & Baker (India) 

Ltd. 

., McLcrJd & 'Co., Ltd. 



illR. J, }l. PATW 

D. N. ],\LIN 

L. c. B!,AN.K5 

" c. \V, C. llLU~IlU!i.K 

B. iiiOOK!iRJEE 

W. MAY 

H. c. KA~Kl\ARIA 
, D. N. GuOSE 

" c. KA~K.I'>AR!A 

" D. H. FERGUSON 

, ]. Km•rm: 

" F. L. J'lhnm.F.To:-< 

" ;'II, 1\1,\l\Nlr..·G 

'1'. G. LEWIS 

" \V. S. ffENDER.':iON 

T. 1>I. BEu, 

" R. H. ~fcLnon 

" '1'. HOJ(NIJ\' 

, 8. B. Bo~E 

" K. H. Hl!ZA 

G. R. CROOKS, C·D.E. 

1 
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Messrs JlcLcod & Ca., Ltd. 

Mcrcanli/c iJ1wk of India 
Ud. 

Merz & McLellan (I!Idia). 

Nookcrjec & Co, 

Mora11 G~ Ca., Lid. 

JIJOJ);rw Walke!· & Co. 

Myl/on Wallace & Co. 

Naliona/ Hank of India 
Ltd. 

" Norlh British & Merean

lilc Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Na/io!/111 Cari!OJJ Co. 
(India) Ud. 

" Northern ..1ss1nance Co 
lAd. ., 

New lcala!!d Insurance 
Ca., Lid. 

, Orr Dig 11 m 11 & Co. 

John Paterson & Co. 
(!udia) Ltd. 

l'ol<'cr_-Sa.mas ..iceounli!lg 
l\lachmcs, Lid. 

" Price Wa(crhol!Se Peal 
& Co. 

L -------+,.,-
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MR G. EuTHY~!UPULO 

T. Lna·\RDOPULO 

V. K. VrPO:-on 

i\. \VOLFE 

V. E. l'E:-;:-;r;u, 

1. l'. GoHl\.KA 

D. \VAU.EN 

H. X. llHA'l"J'ACii.IR\'\',1 

A JIJLLAR 

N. R. ll,\NERJ!!R 

'I'. B. EnEv 

\V, 'f. ~lACEWAN 

C. R. ll. \VoOJ,FORD /, . 

, ]. BERRY 

, ]. t\. Smtu.I:r.t 

C. i\STEI.I. 

0. Ln•mCRHK 

\V. F. Hl\'ERS 

H. N. NrcirOI.l.S 

., C. A. BuxToN 

Messrs. Rallis (Tndia) Ud. 

Royal l·:xrlwn~:c Asm

rancc [orf>oraJion. 

Royal lusurancc Co., 
Ud. 

Ramdr1/l N.a,llkisscJJdass 

l?obcr/s McLcall & Co., 

Lid-

Sandcrsons & li'lorgans. 

.'.,-co(/islr ffuiOI!&Nalimz

u/ 11!.\IOlli!Ce Co. 

SaHkey l~lcclrica/ Slam('· 
iHgs Lid. 

.'iiHclair, i\Ii!rruy & Co., 

Lid. 

.'ilwlimm Paint Colaw 

& l'anlish Co., Ud. 

.1. ]. She/lim & Co., 

Lid. 

Steel Brol/wrs & Co., 

Lid. 

Tire SKF Ball 'ncarin:; 

Ca., Lid. 

,<,'iaHdard Vawum Oil 

Ce. 

Smiilr Sialli.;/tccl & Co., 

lAd . 



liiR. 1\J. HRJWIK 

" R. H. D. CAMI'BEU, ~ 

J. E. \V,\1"ERFI!iLD ~ · 

1!. RWDOW J 

G. A. ]OHl\'SO.';' 

\V. J. B. WALKER 

A. 1\I . .i\Lmnox 

ti. L. DAs 

" F. C. \Vn.uAMs 

" A. H. GALLOWAy 

" W. H. G. RHRn 

" ]. S. GREGORY 

S. A. BAsrr. 

H. A. 'rAl'IssJuR 

" G. '1'. l{ou'l'l.EilGJi 

J. II. J'I!Ji'fHOUJ 

T. E. 'runcE 

H. ]EAI'O:.Js 

B.]{. '1'. CRiillR

" L. \V. llM.cmtm\ 

B. I~. H. C01,115 

" C. D. \V,1ucs 

i 
( 

i 
j 

1 

i 
j 

i. 

'. 
J 

10 ) 

Messrs. Sepulchre Brothers 

(Indiai Lid. 

Sha~c Wallace & Co., 
Lid. 

The Slalcsl!lan Lid. 

Sic<!'arts & Lloyds of 

India Lid. 

Ocia:uius Steel & Co., 
Lid. 

Talbot & Co. 

IV. 1-f. Targdt & Co. 
(CajJilal). 

11. A· Tapcssicr {Agen
cy) Co. 

" f. Thomas & Co., Lid. 

fohn Thomson Wo/vcr
ham]'lon (ludia) Ud, 

Tulncr Morrison & Co 
Ltd. 

Union Insurance Socict:y 
of Canton Lid. I 

l -----.-~ 

:MR. H. C. NAEGELI 

, \V. KENNETH \Vt\RRl\N \ 

\V. E. I\' I l'fCHI\T,T.-

I:-.·r•;ES I 
, R. L. HARDS 

T. H. S'!'c\NT0:-:1 

P. H. \Vll,l,!,UfSON 

G. A.:". Snr 

R \\1. Bnmn 

\V. R CA'i"J'O 

,, ). E. GALLOWAY 

D. F. MACMILLAN 

, 'l'. C. LONGFIELD 

W. H. Tl'lO)'ICUR 
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lly Iwvilation 

Tmc J{•r. I-loN'm,l( 'l'JtJ; n,\RI, OF lNCllCAPE 

Tm; R'J'. H(m'm.l; LoRD SrNII.\ (>F RAil'UR 

TI'LIIIAHAJADHIR,\JA l!A'lL\DUR 01' BnmwAN 

~JR }!CIIANGIR' GIIANDY, 

SIR PAD..U!JI GINWA!,,\ 

RIR I,. P. Il'lrSRA 

SIR Asm;:A Rov 

Vo/k(lrt Brothers. 

james ll'arre!l & Co., 

lAd. 

Wiggins Teapc & Ale.1· 

Pirie (Export) Lid. 

Williamson Ma.gor & Co. 

Andre1v Yule & Co., 

Ltd. 

DK, A. Ai'I'ADOR,\I Sccrc/al'y-Gcrrcra/, Indian Coult

ci/ of World Affairs. 

?1-IR. G. TI. D. SHANNON, t.:r.t.G.. Dy. U. ]{, l-Jigh Commissimrcr 
nl Calcutta. 
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G. \V, IlRAZE:-ID.IJ.E 

, R. W. B. CARTER 

B. Duxnr.r I:!RowN 

W · 1{. H UDSl'ETII 

K. l~E Rossrr;_,·01, 

" D. C. BOSTWICK 

:l!o;.;s. (~J;y RIOt:I.-Dpy.1r. 

ilfR. ll.nvm, Ilnnn Cnou
D.HURY 

,-;_ 1'. }Ill\ 

" M. L ~ruH 

J. C. lkR~S 

Dn~_\I,JJ fiORI\R, O.B.l\. 

~m H. 1'. SrKr.n Roy 

DJt. X. N. I,.-111', ~LA., Pn.n 

illn. K.-\ssm A. Mon.urrm 
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F. K. 1-fi;.;ll Commission. 

Pu'ncij>a/ U. ],·_ Trade Commis

sioner al Ca/cul/a. 

'-'. K. 'Z'wdc CommiHioncr, Cal 
culla. 

13Ji/ish lnfor111aliou Scn>ias. 

A!iSira/ia!l (;o~'Crnmcnl Trade 
('omrJrissioHcr, Co/cui/a. 

.'lssislrwl :ll!S/ralian (;m•cnrmclll 

Trade Co111missioncr, Calculla. 

lmr1ican Cons11!. 

French CommcJcial II /Iache. 

1-ligh (ommissirmcr {or 

a/ Ca/cuita. 

f'rcside~li, Fcdcralion of Indian 
Charnl1crs of Commercr, 
lnd!H/ry. 

f'rcsidc!ll, ill! l11dia Or;.;anJsalivu 
of Industrial 1-:Jn{'/aycn. 

~-~~~/~~~111_~~- Ilomba_y Cl!f!Jnbc1 aj 

/(cJ>_rc.lcn/alh>c, MINims Chamber 
Oj(/!111i!ICI'(C. 

l'_rcsidcn/, l!idiau Chamber oj 
(omJncrrr. 

l~rcsidcn/, l!cn.t:a/ Noliarw/ 
( lu!HrlrM of Comll!rrrr. 

l:irc-J>rrsidcnl, licl!;.;a/ Notional 
Llinmbcr of CollnJJtrrc. 

1:~ir(~~::;1:;1;:;;,1_/, JJ/rarat Clwm/rrr 

f'rc.~illcnt, MJJslim 
Commcnc. 

Clunu/rcr o/ 
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DR. N. DAS, l'II.D. (LONDON),.. Sccrclary, Commerce, La.bour 
and Industries Depa.rtmcnt, 
(;ovcn/IJ1Cil/ of Wcsl Bengal. 

MR. B. DAS GUP'l'A Secretary, Firwncc Department, 
Go'Venrmcu-t of West Bengal. 

R. K. llhTRA, I.c.s. Sccrclary, l-lomc Dcjmrlmcul, 
(;o'l-·cnrmcnt of IJ!cs/ Bcr1;.;al. 

, i\1. H. BAsu, r.c.s. Joint Home (Pol-i/icall 
DcfJar!JHCI1·1, oj 

!Vest BcJJgal. 

S. K- HAI,DER, l.C.S. Labour Commissioner, ll'csl 

Beuga/. 

S. K. DEY, I.C.S. 1Jc1·clopmcnt CommissioJJcr, G011-
cnrmcJJl of Wcstllcuga/. 

, S. BANER]Ett, C. I-ll., J.C-S.. McJI!bcr, Board of Revellnc, 
II' est licugal. 

D:n. S, N. GANGULY Dircclor of ludlls/rics, West 
Bengal. 

:1\IR. A D. KHAN, r.c.s. Comrnissioi!Cr of Foo·d, Go-ver11-

mcut of Wcsl Bcng<d. 

S. K. Gm•TA, I.c.S. Clwirmau, CalcuUa. Jmfnovcmcl!t 

TnLI'l. 

1\LIJOR GENERAl. ]IJOH!NDER Commander, Bcuga/, Bilmr r111d 

SINGH CnOPRA Ori.1sa- Area-

CoMMANDER K. K. ]\!UKIIERJEIC Reside/If Naval Office/. 

~'IR i\NT!IONY Er.KJNS, C-B.E. J'rcsidclll, U.TCC.A. 

i\IR. D. c. B. Pl!,K!NGTON C/urillllall, rr.K.C.A .. Calcutta 

/ha11cl1. 

K. B. !VIA1'HUR (;erleral A-laiW·JZC', ~astern Rail-

way. 

H. L. BISWAS Dy. Chief Commercial Superin

LrndcHt, N. ~- Uailway. 



1\fR. P. CROMBIE 

R. DUTl'SON 

c. R. B. liJI!SON 

K, N. RlNERJEE 

ll, X. lJ.I:-'IiRJE( 

JJ. l'. th.li\'D 

.\ P. ::IL\TIIUR 

B. :IIr·Kaut•,\JIHny 

K. C. KHoSLA 

lJ, ::1/IJKHE!i.JEE 

n. K. s.,:-.·, .. ,~., o.l\.,,. 

E. ;\, lh:TU!lSON 

ll. Gruso:.r 

W. H. S. l\hcml!.MOR!( 

H. K. STJU:o;cvl!t.r.ow 
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Ad·riscr·, Indian Tea Association. 

Calculla Sclccled Coal 
Association. 

!Jircc/or General of Commercial 

fnlc/ligcncc & Slalistics, India. 

Pos/ Mas/cr Gc11cra/, Calcu.lta. 

Collector of Cus/oms, Ca/culla. 

Ct>llcclor of Ccnlra/ Excise aud 

/,rwd C!H/oms, Calculla. 

}oirrl Clticj Corrtrollcr of Imj,orts 
and E:rj>Or/s. 

Priucipa/ lnjomralion 
Go;_•crnmcrl/ of India. 

lJilcclor of Suj,/J[ics & Disj>osals, 
Calcul/a. 

Nc)!iOna/ !Jircclm (Food), h'asl
<'1'11 l?i'J!ion, Ca/culla. 

.1Jcmbcr Sccrc/ary, COtillJotlld. 

/Jcf>u/y .1/ay,n of Cu/cul/rl, 

. 'icrrc/,uy, Af>j,oill/l!iculs ln

fornulli<'ll 1/ottrd, Ca/culla lini-

Chai11uan, Indian /Jdc Mi/1.1 
. lssoriatiou. 

Ci!ainrwu, Indian Tea ;lssocia
lion. 

Chainuau., lrtdia11 Euginccrirrg 
Jlssociatiorr. 

Clwinuau, !udimr MiuinK Asso
cialioH, 

Chair/Jiart, Calctd/a Tea. Traders 
Association. 

MR. A. R. 1\·fAc:Gu,I,IVRAY 

" J. R. JACOR 

A. FITZAU 

G. D. J,.\'l'IA 

:r.:::. C. illuKl!!\KJEF. 

IJ. f. i{OIII\R'I'SON 

Jl. Jl..\NI\RJF.l\ 

i\JTJ~I!N 

J. ;o;m-rn 

H. n. Scon·, c.Jl.F. . 

G. F. \V. ALLAN 

G. A. R. Hn.t.s 

S. i.IONDAT. 

K. N. BAJORIA 
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Clwinuau, Ca!c11 fla Im.port Trade 
Association. 

Chairman, CalcJ!Ua Hydrml/ic 

Press J!ssocia.ti01t. 

Chairman, Calcutta. Hides & 
Skirrs Shippers Association. 

Chnirman, ]Ide Fabric lhokcrs 
Associalior1, Calcutta. 

Chairman., Calct!lta Flour Mi/h 
Association. 

fJrcsidctl/, ,Uaslr.r Slr;•rdmrs 
ils.wcialion. 

Chairman, Ca/clrl/a jute Fa/nics 
,\'hif>f,crs Jl:>soriation. 

Cftnhmau, Ca/C/1/ta (;rain, Oi!
Si'Cd arrd F~ir~ ilssoriolimr. 

C/raiJ 111 a11 , f'<linl Frdcralhm. 

('hairmau, (.illrll//a Ri<•ct· 'l'l'lli/S-
f>ortAss(Jcialion. 

Cltai1man, EurO/JI'Illl ldojt!s.d/ 
]ulc llalrrs .lssocialimt . 

Cllllirmau, CrT/cui/a ]tlir llrnkcrs 
..:_~~ lJca/rrs Association .. 

surer.~ Association. 

Chairuwrt, 'l'hr Wine ,\'J•iril c,·-· 
llrcr .'lssorialiou (Jf India. 

Jlssocialion. 

Clwinnan, Cnlculla Frcigltt Tl1o-
kers Association. 

Chairman, Calctdla Baled ]ltle 

AssociaUon. 
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~IR. V. H. C. RIGG 

, ]. \V. ANSO;-o 

]. P. YOVl'>G 

C. 0. SK~PPEL 

, B. R. ~IODY 

DR. w. G. ~L~C.1llLU:<; 

},ft{. W. A. Xt:GEXT 

\V. C. ATKIXS 

DR. S. B. Dun· 
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Chuhmau, Calcrdla Liners Con
f,•r-ctrce. 

C/winll«~r, Calcutta C01llirrenta/ 
Conirrt!ICC-

Prcsidenl, Ca/culla Shellac Trade 
. ·lss,,ciatioH. 

Clt<rirnwn, P(lr/ Said, Easlenr 

McdilcrraH,'an & North Africarr 
Freight Rate .·lgrcrmcnt. 

Chainrwrr, Calcutta Rcgioual 

Corwcil, Insurance Associa· 
lion of lndra. 

Mas/,·r, Crr/cutta Trades .-!ssocia
lion. 

Indian jute Mills .-LHoci,llion 
Rcscmch lnsti/rrtc. 

l'rd>lie~ly Officer, !.].M.A. /uc. 

Represcu{ali;:•c i11 lire ['.}{., 

l.].M.A. 

S.\CH!X CHOWDHURY, B.IR-.iT-Lw: 

" J · J.:. ~liTTER 

LT. Cor,. D. X. Bn.ITTM::HARv. 

i\h:. ), C. DAty 

Prcsideut, lJ/wgirathi Silpa-Ham, 

Simura/i, .\'adia. 

··-------_.,.)....... 
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the PRESIDENT addressed the 

GE~'TLEMEN, 

We celebrate to-day at our Annual General Meeting the 
Centenary of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
-an institution of which we, its members, are justly proud . 
(.lj•f'lausc). We arc glad to welcome the number of 
distinguished guests who honoured the occasion by their 

Mookerjee, Governor of West Bengal: 
General of the Indian Council of 

of Commerce, who 
for this meeting: and 
and private life. His 

High Commissioner for 
Kingdom in India. had kindly accepted our invitation 

to be with us to mark lhe ties of history but as you know, he 
is unfortunately indisposed, and to his, and our, great regret 
is not able to make the \'isit to Calcutta. I have asked Mr. 
Shannon. the Deputy High Commissioner, to send him our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. 

At our Silver Jubilee we were able to offer our guests a 
banquet followed by an oration Lord Curzon; all we have 
offered them is the homely of an annual general 

which from other such only in the 
fact it marks what is commonly as a notable 
milestone in the affairs of any institution, and we are therefore 
all the more grateful to them for their presence here. 

It has been the practice at these annual general meetings 
for the retiring President to rid of some of the acrimony 
engendered during his year office, particularly in regard to 
such matters as the condition of the City of Calcutta. or rather 
the lack of condition. the standard of driving in the City, or 
rather lhe lack of any standard, and the telephone system, or 
rathet· the lack of any system On this occasion 
however, speaking in the shadow one hundred years, it 
scarcely seem:; appropriate to reco1,mt the petty annoyances of 
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our present-day life. and I propose instead to 
< 19 I 

:igree with me that the Chamber can never have had a more 
able or more devoted Secretary C-1{'/>/,wsc). 

His 
River 

which was referred to as at no distant 
render access to the Port o[ Cnlcutia altogether '~'"'"''"'"'' 
for any vessels but !hose of the smallest tonnage. 
river has since been keeping pace with the Port Commissioners, 
or the Port Commissioners with the river, 
I am not in a position to judge, it a that the Chamber 
is today as agitated over this matter as it was them. 

the Chamber in its very early days 
weights and measures through

of Pilot, and Harbour Master's staff 

at our second Centenary, o.f that time, as yet 
unborn, will be able to report the final disposul of some at least 
of these malters (I ,allg/JI,·r). 

The Chamber also 
Hooghly to be connected 
of navigation of the Nadia rivers 

at thai time for the 

the surrounding districts, :wd for the improvement of water 
routes in the Sunderbans. Government now have the great 
Farakka scheme under active consideration, as know; this 

has our full support and if it is as I hope it 
be, it will those far ofT recommendations and 

will be of great to the State of West Bengal, and especial-

ly to the Pori of Calcutta. 

In 1858 the Chamber, worried over the country's finances, 
>·epceec,nblion to Government a!Iirming its members' 

to submit to a just system of 
taxation" succession duty and 
a property and income tax, with an increase in stamp duties, 
will be sufficient to . . . ... make the income come nearer the 
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expenses." It is as well that the members of that very pubHc 
spirited committee are not present here today to see how widely 
the of the word "just" differs from what they 

in mind I should however in fair-
out that the a Iew years later took the 

consideration in the Budget that he is 
presenting to the House of the People today. 

It is clear from our records that the Chamber quickly 
established a reputation for itself, and by the end of the sixties 
it was to be looked as an uno!Ticial independent 
voice, being in the newspapers 
when it did not come forward enough to take up the 
cudgels on behalf of the public over controversial governmental 
actions. 'rhis was sometimes to the Chamber 
which,, then as now, endeavoured to keep of political and 
non-commercial issues. 

It seems- to me remnrkable thai in an of individualists, 
the Chamber should have been able to a degree of co-

its Committee and members sufficient to enable 
to make steady and the i'ad that it was able 

to do s~ clearly value. There was however a good 
deal of mternal at first. In 1858 the whole Committee 
resigned owing to a of opinion with the general body 
of members over the Sadar Courts. In 1863 there was further 
trouble when, following a among certain member firms, 
six n:ms_ resigned from Of those six, the succes-
sors ltl Iitle of live _are, or have recently been, represented on 
th_c.> Chamber CommJttee of so it is a fortunate for 

~:~~itt~:t f~~~~d \~~~c . . In the 
that in his to . as Ji was suspected 
term of office had £OJ a second consecutive 

All ~can say about this is either~~~e ~:\1l~I~e a~~~~~~~~c~~f 
~~~~~~~:::~e0~h;~~cd very considerubly, or we nowadays ;re a 

case, since it is on that L~rd the slaet~~l; t~ be the 
Jubilee Dinner, snid that when he laid dow th p ng at the 

he almost felt thutlh·'·"·'o.ol·d·l·ik•e•,to•b•c•co•n•,•e•p•o•,l•o•lV•i•ee-m_y __ ..,,_.JL'' ~. "'"" """"'" '" ~""· ,,, " ' 

..,. 
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1885 were important ones in the 
the Licensed Measurers Department was 

established in 1883, and in 1885 arrangements were completed 
for the connection of mercantile associations with the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, the first associations to link with 
the Chamber the Calculia Wheat and Seed Trade 
tion the Indian Manufacturers Association, the Indian Tea 
Ass~ciation and the Calcutta Hydraulic Press Association. Much 
of the strength of the Chamber is due to the afli\iation of these 
powerful associations o£ individual industries; 
each free to decide for all matters of policy affecting its 

none in any way subservient to control by the 
Chamber: however benefiting from the secretarial services 
we provide, the accommodation available to them under this 
parental roof, and the interchange of ideas through such bodies 
as our Industrial Affairs Sub-Committee and the new Labour 
Relations which will shortly be set At the time 
of the there were 13 associations to the 
Chamber. Today there arc 27, and cover all, or very nearly 
all, of the major industries of Enst 

The Chamber's .Jubilee was celebrated on 
February, 1903, by a banquet in the Town Hall. 
Turner, the President, was in _the chair, and the Vice~·oy, Lord 
Curzon. was the most dJsLinguishcd among a d1slmguished 

of guests. Lord Curzon at some in his usual 
vein of \Vhich. the cheers" and 

the report of "laughter"' are freely 
his ~pecch, must have been greatly enjoyed his audience. I 
will give' you a quotation rrom that speech later. 

to 1884 the Chamber offices and meeting room were 
in the Bcngul Bonded Warehouse, nnd from 1885 to 1893 

the address was given as 102, Clive Street, of which the Bonded 
Warehouse• were the ln 1893 the Chamber purchased 
the New Oriental but as it nnd the affiliated 
associations continued to exprmd, bccnme clear thni this build
ing was too small, :md it. was decided to pull it down <md to 
build new oflices. In 1914 therefOl"e the Chamber st<t!T moved 
into premises at 20. Strand Ro<tcl: the cornerstone of 
this was laid early in 191G the then Governor of 
Bengal. Carmichael: and the itself was opened on 
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Feb_ruary 25, 1918, by his successor, Lord Ronaldshay. You will 
be Interested to learn that the building stands on the site of 
the last a.n.d best known of Sir Philip Francis' Calcutta residences, 

:::ti~ual~~~~i~e~ays thai Lord Clive once lived in a house on this 

Du_ring the War of 1914-18 the Chamber was called upon 
to c_onstder a number of subjects hitherto naturally strange 

:~v~!-s;fine~ as it w th? war effort was ?either so great nor so 
in a considerable as m 1939/45, ihe_reqmrements_of war resulted 

of mdustry and m a substantial 
war resources Cha~ber over the export of India's 

' gunmes nnd tea. This period saw 
~lso the intro_duction o~ controls over a number of commodities 
m the opera;ton of Which _the constituents and the staff of the 
Cfh~~~cr ga\ evaluable assrstancc notwithstanding the depletion 

~hcirre~:;:yn~~:\~~rthby the ddcparture of a large proportion of 
e arme forces. 

1920 was a memorable year b . 
the Associated Chambers of Com~~~ason of t~e formation of 
The Associated Cha b .. . . ce of Indra and Ceylon. 

Burma _as well as J:li:~s co:~~~:~; !~~~luded the Ceylon and 

ceased lll 1932, and Burma's in 19411. Th 
of t~e Associa led C!wmbor is and has ~ f 
earned out the starr of th 'B een or 
of the Chambers ase engal Chamber, and value 
of the commerce and i d t. a very large amount 

of Governm:n~s t~Y acco!-~e !~ountry is shown by the 
bodies dealing with matters them a scat on vo:rious 

w~th their .representatives any points and to discuss 
wrsh to rarsc. 1 should lik . !he Chambers may 
fo_r t!~e last. time as Prcsid:n\o ~;~~ethis 
~x:~~e~:r gratitude to the Mi~i.sters and ofJicials of Gover~~ 

and o~r~r::l]rn~ courtesy and consideration 
. \ICWs have always been accorded 

Durrng the War o( 1939-45 tl . . 
A~sociations undertook tasks nev ~~ Chamber and liS afliliatcd 
tar.nly well outside the ordinm· :I before thought of and cer-
tl;~s to which a y cop~ of commercral bodies o( 
Mar~hal! William Slim at li:Jbutc wa_s ]Xlid Field 
rletarled account of what had been :1~lcu~ta d1nne1· in A 

deilaken and canied out 

c~-----_:__.,..~ 
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was given in the speech made at the Annual General Meeting 
in 1944 by the then President, Sir John Burder-one of the 
several past Presidents here today whose services 
Chamber will be remembered (1/car, lu·ar). This 
1944 is in the Centenary Survey 

without 

Associations, and it continues as an integral part of the 
Government scheme of rationing Calcutta. The Chamber 

in various areas, into \Vhich foodstuffs were 
in and distributed to members, and members 

their own grain shops in o.flices, mills and factories. The 
started in a small way in 1942, but by the end of Hl43 

the Chamber was distributing foodstuffs to 392 mills, factories, 
8 depots. The tonnage handled that year 

of just under Rs. 7 crores, and 
the number of persons supplied by the Scheme was approximate
ly one million. The ligures have been declining since then, but 
in 1951 the tonnag0 was 86,000 tons of a value of Rs. 4~ crores 

over 700.000 people So you will see that the 
Scclion is still doing a considerable 
vnluc to Government in rationing 

point out that in addition to ihis, both the 
Indian Tea Association and the Indian Mining Association 

[or the collection nnd distribution of food to their 
at I may say a considernblc cost to themselves, nnd 

these two Associations probably serve close on a further two 
million persons. 

A year ago we changed our name to the 
of Commerce and Industry. The Chamber h<ts in 
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interests have for some"time been actually predominantly indus~ 
trial, so there was some force in the comment that the change 
in name was rather like married after the arrival of the 
baby. Your Committee felt very properly, that our 
position should be regu!arised and that our designation should 
show more exactly what we arc. 

At our Jubilee Dinner Lord Curzon in the peroration o£ his 
speech, after quoting Tennyson's line ''Lei the great world spin 
for ever down the ringing grooves of change" said, "But 50 
years hence, when the Bengal Chamber of Commerce is celebrat
ing centenary, and when a still more powerful and more 
numerous body entertctins the Viceroy of lhnt day at an even 
larger banquet in a m~re commodious hall, I am sanguine 
eno~1gh. to beheve that 1t will be 1n his to point to the 
~·eahsat10n ?f some at least of the in which I hnve 

~~~u~~:~ th1s evenin~, and to congr_aiulate your successors upon 

~oil". 1 ange of miluence and the fruition of 
. am the ringing grooves of change 

r~ng. m . and rung out bigger and better banquets, 
a~d thdi such archJicc:tural leanings as we have are now 
dJrccted towards industrial pithead baths, 
:hoL~gh I_ of course admit that the conform to the 
specJfi~ahon of more commodious hnlls (Latit:l!/cl'). I can how
ever gl':'e you certain figures to justify his prediction of the ever 
expandmg range of our influence Our 
was 104, our membership at the time o[ T . membcrshi~ 
and our membership today is 309 TJ · ub1lee w?s l.'iG, 

;nd trnde of in uis:J \:'~st~~~~ ~;~~:e ~~ l~~ m.lp.or_t 
n the value of import and " · · ~· CJ OJ cs. 

alone \Vas nearly Rs. 111 crores In . lld~e of Calcutta 
crores, and the bulk o[ this v~st lobi , ~t was over Rs. GGl 
members and the members of the A.: . \His han~ l-ed by our 
C:,ur a!Tiliated associntions in 1903 nu~~~:~~:~~~~~s n!Td~ated to us. 
21, an~ the Chamber is at present ser, ,:J, t?ere are 
:~mm1tlees and Sub-Committees 'r . ,\ cd. _by . . Strmding 
JOlllcd us in the 1<Jst two years and .in t ht ec. <~ssocwtmns have 

create another sub-committee. So yo~n~v~;~nc_ we h<Jve had to 
not but arc constnntly see tha: .we arc 

is representrd at presc•nt on no In addttlon, the 
and Committees. than G:J Boards 
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The 

with 
aesthetic might serve on of Trustees of 
the Indian Museum nnd on the Indian Institute of Art in 
Industry. This happy combination o£ industrial art and the 
antique would no doubt then 
ger Lift 
more type, determined to cover the whole span of 
human activity, could make a start on the Governing Body of 
Victoria Boys' and Dow Hill Girls' Schools, Kurseong, and then 
graduate through the Board of Apprenticeship Training, or 
possibly the Board o( Examiners for Boiler Attendants. With 

ambition, nnd increasing conlidenee begotten of training 
or examining boiler attendants, he then aspire 

Bonrd of Trustees for the Calcutta and 
the Calcutta Traflie Advisory and of these 
two bodies would inevitably, and rapidly, lead on to 
Provincial Mental Hospital, Ranchi, and finally, end, 
the East India Cemetery Board as a matter 
of l'acl, l have sometimes l'clt, recently, that 
these last two should be reserved for Presidents on the expiry 
of their term of office (l.iwglt!C!). 

So much for the ever range of our influence, now 
for the fruition of our toil. have during the 
past year given very careful thought to the manner in which 
our Centenary can most fittingly be marked, and have decided 
-a decision with which 
-that so grent nn occasion should be commemorated 
thing which should be of lasting benefit to others than 
of mere self-satisfaction to ourselves. We did think it an 

life 

occasion to make a record o£ our long history, and 
been admirably done by Mr. Tyson in his Centenary 
but our main commemoration of the event is the fund 

townl'ds building a Library or Leclure Hall in 
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in New Delhi, the foundation stone of which was recenily laid 
by the Prime Minister. Secondly, the balance of the money will 
be used to create a Trust Fund to be called "The Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce <tnd Industry Centenary Scholarship Fund". This 
fund will provide scholarships for study overseas to the sons and 
daughters of employees of all the interests attached to the 
Chamber. There is a qualilication tlwt these should 
be below a certain scale o£ pay, the intention that the 
scholarships should be for those whose financial circumstances 
would not otherwise permit them to study overseas; candidates 
must hold at leo:~st a B.A. or B.Sc. with honours and will 
be selected by an advisory board. intend by this means to 
give to and women of character and ability a chance 
in life otherwise they could not have; we offer thesa 
scholarships for the benefit mostly of those who serve our 
interests in a clerical or subordinate capacity, as a gesture of 

of the parl which they have played in the history 
Chamber; and it is our hope lhat our scholars will take 

of the to in knowledge and experi-

wil\ find themselves 
people. 
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And so today the Chamber stands on the threshold of its 
second hundred years. What does the future hold, that future 
which to all of us seems more than ever unpredictable, insecure, 
threatened by powerful and forces and endangered by 
the weapons of No mHn can answer that 

no man has ever been able to answer it. All 
we can say with certainty is that forces are more 

powerful than material forces; that the of service to others 
is still the ideal of mankind; that the Chamber has 
always not only its members but also its that 
so long as this tradition of service is maintained, the that 
quickens the Chamber will endure. 'l'he lights of freedom have 
been put out over much of the world, and when they will be 
lit again, as lit they will be, we do not know; but in this ancient 
land of India they burn more brightly and we can therefore face 
the future unafraid. Let us conlinue to do our duty, let us try 

of honesty ;:md fair dealing let us 
to be and so long as freedom 

remain assured. 
(fA'Iid af>f>IO!I~C). 

THE GOVERNOR m• \VI·;ST BENGAL :-

MR. PRESIDENT liND GENTLI-;Mtm, 

I am happy tu be you here today on this 
historic and 1 thank you lhe kind thought that 
prompted lhe invitation issued to me m this behrllf 

Hit was only that 1 was addressing a 
businessmen, my academic perspective, 
with the ways of the mart, would have 
me. But I have <1 faith tlw.t lhe heart a 
within eve1-yone of you, which, in a crisis, rises above nationality 
and affirms the common humanity of MAN. 
example to you, and dead, he is an 
our children. It is well tlwt what 1 
begin with thoughts of one who is a supreme 
non-materialistic phase of your activity which is the in 
the bread of your life. In through Centenary 
volume, so ably written J was to know 
of your acts of goodness were, by stealth, and with 
no records kept, 
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Let me first congratulate you on having achieved the Golden 
Jubilee, and I say 'achieved' advisedly. For I feel that such a 
long, . honourable and fruitful existence speaks well for the 
cohesmn of commercial and industrial interests during the 1 t 
~entury and this. Fifty years ago, Lord Curzon addressed y:~ 
m ~erms which the newspapers of the day characterised as 
havmg made every Englishman blush pink with pride. Tod 
you fin~ a well-meaning old man sharing his thoughts with ay; 
:nd this transition is symbolic in many ways. The spa~~~~ 

ays of paternal benevolence are gone for all time nor h 
~ any nosta~gia for such days. As you have 50 adrr:irably a:~ 
It, dMr. President, the grooves of change have rung in ration~ng 
~n r~ng out both grandiloquence and banquets. The so-called 

v~:~~~;ti~!~~ons' are no longer content with the anonymity of 

aspirations of. th!~e~::v:n~e~~~e pulsating, warm beings with 

crac~ed .the crust of old' world ~:1~~:~:: ~{d t~:i~:es~:;sh~;~ 
~~~t~I~ok~ngl abo:t the ways of our life. Nothing is more natural 

could be :or:gf at\~~ the shape of things to come, and nothing 
a a an merely to so stay aghast. 

What is the way out? Th 
beckon us hither and thither, b:~ r~:~u:~:~ro~~ sign-posts that 
Presence in our midst who t ht Y ere was a great 
Peace. Not since the a on aug us the ways of Love and 
bear such a burden notg . Y of hGethsemane did the Son of Man 
such Martyrdom f~r L:~~c:~d e Death on the Cros~ was there 
~E~. His life was a miracle an~eace and ~odwdl to ALL 
~nsptration for ages to come. Nurt:eath hea~Ified him into an 
mdependent India have wis 1 h red by him, the leaders of 
lopment. This country wa: y ct osen the way of peaceful deve
In the interests of Peace, parti~i~n convulsed into Independence. 
cussedness of human behaviou th wa~ accepted, and, but for the 
an object-lesson in political d;~elo:!;~~tomy would have been 

~ive years of storm and stress h 
of this ,travail is being born a new coavc been. endured, and out 
Natur~ s waywardness and man's unt.ry With a new vitality. 
led With fin~·mess and determinatfo~vers~ty are both being tack
well on their way, providing li h , Rtver-valley schemes are 
and .making ears of corn grow !h t where there was darkness, 
cractes, big and small, have been ere none grew before. Auto-

smoothed out in firm fashion 

0,cc,,~m----------------~~ 
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but in no unkind manner. National Laboratories have sprung 
up all over the country and Science is being made the handmaid 
of life and not the tool of savage annihilation. New cities are 
springing up at the instance of those intrepid souls who have 
paid the price of freedom through dispossession of their goods 
and chattels. Community projects are vitalising our villages. 
A great man in the image of Gandhiji has braved derision and 
has been walking his way through the country redistributing 
land in peaceful fashion. People have not realised what a great 
revolution Vinoba Bhave is achieving in his quiet way, a way 
which leaves not a trace of bitterness behind. Numberless of 
our young folks are out abroad acquiring new skills and there 
has been much gracious help from foreign experts in solving our 
problems. "Pull one, pull all" is the motto of the day. Drought, 
famine, earthquake, flood, locusts, refugee problems, labour 
unrest-all these and more have been our share during these 
difficult years. And our heart goes out to the dedicated soul 
who has to face this music, day in and day out, as the Prime 
Minister of this country. That we are still on even keel is in 
no small measure due to the steadfastness of our leaders and 
to the co-operation extended to them by sympathetic friends 
abroad and at home. 

You have indeed a glorious part to play in this context, 
and I know that you are trying hard to do well by the country. 
I have greatly relished Mr. Tyson's quotation from Andre Sieg
fried who says about the Englishman that, "In life in general 
and in political life in particular, the Englishman acts like an 
old-time sailor; he manoeuvres in an unstable environment and 
he accepts that instability as a fact which he cannot change and 
which it would be folly to resent." As you know, we have not 
put any embargo on non-Indian capital. On the contrary, we 
welcome it and our Constitution guarantees the rights of in
vestors. We are no believers in totalitarianism or expropriation. 
Our religious traditions are against such a mental state. We 
have always been willing to live and let live. Some say it is 
almost a weakness with us! Up to a little while ago, historic 
reasons kept you an exclusively non-Indian body. And it is a 
great compliment to your capacity for adjustment to new condi
tions that an increasing number of Indian concerns are affiliating 
themselves to you. I find that old and well-established non
Indian concerns built up by the sweat and blood of Europeans 
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hands by the normal procc:sscs of negotiation and 
other hand, an increasing number of our :Young 

non-Indian concerns and let us hope they 
the faith placed in them. Government policy has 

in a large sector 
should either start 

there is when oneco you are in and swim-
I am aware _that capital is timid because it feels un

, . about the polttJcal wcathar. But my contention is that 
;u.ch tJmorousness WJ!l make the climate more precarious. That 

a::~v~l~~!. never won fair lady is as true now as it ever was 

words, at once 
independence of 

in the WOl'}d 
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today. Everyone knows how greatly the Indian Council of 
World Affairs is contributing tmvards peoples of the 
world closer to one another. In giving this 
increasing its elbow-pO\ver [or good. 

you are 

There is one little request of mine before I 11nish. lt has 
been very much in my and I cannot help spilling over 
with it considering how important the matter is. The 

and 
\he 

Chamber co-operated with the authori-
in releasing their personnel for the 

and are truly grateful to 

In conclusion, let me wish you a hundred more of 
fruitful 

(I.oud apj>laHsc). 

DR. A. APP,\DORAI, Secretary-General of the Indian Council 
of World Affail·s, then spoke. He said that the Council had asked 
him to accept the Chamber's invitation to attend this historic 
meeting in order to the Council's warm thanks for 
the generosity of the in making such a substantial 
centenary donation towards the Council's Building l<'und. 

The main function of the Indian Council of World .1\!Tairs, 
went on to explain, was to focus attention on all 

of vital importance to the world, to influence world 
on them and to interpret world opinion throughout 

the Council endeavoured to fulf!l this 
function mainly reading and study by 
rosiering public providing libraries and 
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rooms, by the maintenance of Information and Documentation 
Sections and by arranging occasional conferences. The Council 
was conscious of its shortcomings and was anxious to do some
thing more substantial in fulfilment of its purposes. One draw-
back which the Council had felt the early stages of its 
existence had been the absence of buildings in which 
to carry on its activities under more favourable conditions. The 

Chamber from its Centenary 
defect and the Council 

generous attitude in keeping 
in mind. Furthermore, the Council discerned 

gesture on the Chamber's part yet another of the 
growing Indo-British friendship which had been a pleasing 
feature of the post-independence era. 

concluded, "thank you most cordial
and invite mem hers of the Bengal 

Commerce to visit our offices in Delhi to enable 
us to show you the work we are doing at close quarters." 

(APJ,[ausc). 

MR. J. C. Bun.Ns, President of the Bombay Chamber of 
Commerce:-

MR. PRESIDENT, DR. MoOKERJEE, GENTLEMEN, 

for this intrusion into the agenda but I feel it 
. if I did not take this of conveying 

Su·, to your Chamber from the Bombay 
of Commerce and other Chambers, in particular the 

members of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, on the 

Chamber of Commerce 
is the most that the 

Chamber has not 
but has at the same time retained the 

age. It a far cr f combi~ation o~ youth and old 
this Chamb b t ~f 1 rom J. Mackenzie, the first President of 
been carrie~r,on uh I lc ~~u~d sec how what he started has 

been done by his es~:~~ssorse more thn gratified by what has 
" There is no 

its bi-centenary and 0~e~!~1a~h:~~:: 
and I might mention incidentally 
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that the 

it continue to 
of India that it always done. 

(Aj>p/a11se). 

THE PRESIDENT :-

We are most grateful to the Governor, to Dr. Appadorai 
and to Mr. Burns for their kindly references to the Bengal 
Chamber and for their good wishes for the. future. We have 
had a number of other messages which I would like to read 
to you:-

From Sir Alc"'<ander Clnttcrbuck, High Commissioner for the Unit~d Kingdom: 

I send the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and lndn>try my warm congratula
lions on the occasion of their Centenary :O..·lectmg and my very best wishes for 
th~ year<; to cornc. 

I w~s 
and it is 
Calcutta. 

looking forward to being with yon on this happy occasion, 
doctor"s orders that have prevented rnc from corning to 

From Lord Dnrglrlcy, l'rcsldcnt, Fcdcnrtion ul" Chambers of Commerce nf the 
Driti~h Empire, London: 
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llrom Sir William Currie, Pr<•sidcot-Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 1924: 

Maylasa 
take the 

with 1\;:~·iat.he Bengal Chamber continue to prosper for the good of trade in and 

Ftor~J the ~~;::;~~ry and Athiscr, The M:ulnl~ Chmnber of Commerce: 

Bengal nl tlw, Chamber to congratu-
will he a great to express the hope that the 

Unfortunately Mr. Aiyar 

and our 
carries out 

;::1,;,:~~:~~~:~~·:i;:::~:::~:;;;~::;,:;;:;:::,r~;,·:"" ,, '"' "'"''' 
next hundretl years. 

Fror:' ':::~ht:;:;,nmn of th~ Tut:corin Chamber or Com•ucrce. 

continued success 0 1111 ~ Chamber'.< good Wilhcs for the 
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From tile Burma Chmnbcr of Cmmnercc: 

Chairman and members this Chamber send warmest congratulations a·nd best 
wishc" on occasion or your Centenary Meeting 

From the l'rcsillcnt, the Employe,-,' Federation or lmli;" 

The Bengal Chamber c~n look bad. with salislaction on ih rewrd o[ service 
to the interests it represents and I hope the Centenary will be befittingly ccle· 
bratcd. My be,t wishes fOJ the future o[ the orgarH.<ation. 

From Mr. D. K. Comni~on, C.I.K, a former Secretary of the Chmnbcr: 

Congratulalioll' on Ccntcn~ry: Kindest remembrances. 

l,.rom Miss LJn Mills, or the Staff of the "Economist" who l!SSistcd in the prepara
tion of the Chmnhc•·'s Ccn1cnary Sun-cy. 

CongratulatlOil> on Centenary; Be'! wishes for the future 

MR. E. J. PAKES, Vice-Prestdent of lhe Chamber :-

DR. MOOKERJEE, 

\Ve arc most gratdul to you. Sir, l"or having honoured our 
Chamber this, our Ccntcnar~; Meeting. In the 100 

you, Sir, have considerGbly enhanced. is 
no charity too small for consideration, and efforts in 
the problem of to need 

We thank you, Sir, Ior the help and sound 

matter of our Centenary 
your working day is and that you 
to address us at this meeting is further proof of the interest 
which you take in our afi'airs. Your remarks have been 
listened to closest altcntion and will, I know, be care-
fully considered by us alL 
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Dr. Mookerjee, we arc fortunate in 

nor. We are equally fortunate in our Together 
you make a team which !hose who follow in the next 100 years 
will find hard to better. and it is on this satisfactory and happy 
note that our first Centenary comes to its close. 

Before concluding, muy T osk :Members to remain behind 
when Dr. Mookcrjce and our Guests withdraw as you will sec 
we have a number of items of business to complete. 

Dr. Mookcrjcc, on behalf of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce and I have great pleasure in offering you our 
most cordial for honouring us with your presence here 
today. C·INinttl·c). 

(The Govern01 and the other guests withdrew from the 
meeting at this stage). 

Tm: Pnr:swENT :-

GENTLEMr:N. 

you lwvc listened to during 
meeting, I shall try to 

business items on our 

Your Corilmitlee\ for 1952 has been in your hands 

period docs not, I think, call for any special 
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which the Department's income IS whol!y dependent" 1t has 
been necessary during 1D52 for the Department to draw on this 

reserve to the extent ol' the year's deficit amounting to 
l.Hl lakhs for the re<tSons mcntiorwd in this quotation 

Raw jute in transit from whic·h produced a surprising 
income during 1951, disappeared nlmm;t from the scene 
during 1952, as \Vas of course to be and there was a 
drop in other receipts, particularly on ten and hides and skins 
On the other hand. a:; is common to us all in our respective busi-
nesses, establishment and other o\'crhcad continued 

higher thnn that of 19.51 Committee of 
Management of Department arc at 

of ways and means of to 
income-a task which any easier 
demands for the SC't'VICcs of the Department, 
periods dunng thr· month. 1n excess of the 

at other times much below its minimum 
Fo1 tlw present. and to avoid what have to 

be a more substantial burden if the the 
Committee of i\'lanagement with the> Comm1ttee's 

have decided to increase llw current surcharge on 
basic rates [rom 30 per cent to 35 cent as 

1st March, HJ53. This decision is in line the policy 
nnnounced a year ago <llld conlirnwd in the 
of 20th June, 19G2. A month to month 
po~ition will be mamlamed and f11l'lhcr adjustments will be 
made in lhe surcharge as rondition~ necessitatP in pursuance of 
the policy o[ achic\'ing ns close a balance as 1s 
between income and expenditure which will be 
minimum consistent with efllciency. 

would like to 

whom I know you wish me to 

Paul Benthall. twice Pres1dcnt of the who v:ill 

be India and with whom wi!J go our best wishes for 
ln all Chmrrnan and members of the hard

and 
with 
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special mention of Mr. Mackinlay's Foodstuffs Committee and 
Mr. Gillespie's Sales Tax Sub-Committee both of which have had 
a difficult year; to those who inconspicuously but effectively 

the Chamber on the 63 outside organisations some of 
I mentioned in my earlier remarks: and lastly to Mr. 

Fairbairn and the entire staff of the Chamber who have put in 
another strenuous year. I am sure the body of members 
will gladly endorse the action has been taken the 
Chamber Committee in 

Gentlemen, I now invite members to comment on the report 
~nd accounts or io address the meeting on any subjects of 
mierest io the mercantile community. 

There being no comments the President then moved Rcsolu~ 
tion No.1:-

"That tlw Report be :~cccpted :md the :.ccnunts p:ISSed, 

Mr. R. ~· Clough seconded lhe resolution which on being put 
to the meetmg was carried unanimously. 

The President: 

I now move Resolution II. 

Chamber 1\'Iemhers: 

Messrs. American Refrigerator Co 

Minimax Ltd. 

Mookerjee & Co. 

The Sizing Materials Co., Ltd 

J. Arthur Hank Film Distributors 

Hollerith (India) Ltd. (Successor Member) Member). 

Landalc & Morgan Ltd. (Successor Membe;·). 

unan~~o~;ly~· Scott seconded the resolution which was carried 
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'rilE PRESIDENT :-

Once again I must thank Mr. G. R. Crooks and Mr. R. A. 
Brown for their services as :;crutineers of the voting for 
the election of the Chamber Committee for the year. 
The results, which I now formally announce under Article 51, 
are as follows:-

President: 

Mr. E. J. Fakes. 

Vice-President: 

Mr. G. M. Mackinlay. 

Committee Members: 

Mr. R. H. D. Campbell, Mr. 0. T. Jenkins, 

Sir Anthony J. Elkins, C.B.E., D. D. MacGregor, 

Mr. N. D. Harris, , A. S. Oflicer, 

Mr. G. A. S. Sim. 

MR. E. J. FAKES :-

Gentlemen, before moving the next resolution, I would like 
to thank you £or the great honour you have done me in electing 
me your President. It will not be easy to maintain the high 
standard set but I am fortunate in that you have 
elected a very and Committee on whose full 
support I know I can depend. 

We come to the task fully for a year of very hard 
work, and I assure you that we do all in our power to 
justify the confidence you have placed in us. 

I now have pleasure in proposing:-

Thru Messrs. Lovelock & LCWI!S be nod 11re hereby nppointcd Auditors to 
the Clmlllber 'It the smne remuncrntion ns before. 

Mr. G. J. Gardner :;econded the resolution which was put 
to the meeting and carried unanimously. 
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THE PRESIDENT :-

G~ntlemen, the next resolution on the agenda arises out of 
the motor accident which occurred on the night of the 22nd/23rd 

and resulted in the death of the Chamber's Deputy 
Mr. Sutherland. who had served the Chamber so 

and efficiently for over twenty-four Occurring as 
it many miles awny from Calcutta <lnd the loss of 
two lives, this was all the sadder because of the distant 

Mrs. Sutherland and 
in the Kingdom. An immediate 
in this grcut bereavement was sent to 

as a whole and at their first meeting 
Commillee recorded a minute of condo!~ 

forwarded to Mrs. Sutherland. 

I 11 I 

time with the Chamber hns acquired a sound knowledge o[ the 
working of oi the Associations, parlicularly in the Tea 
Group. To him we extend our best wishes. 

Under Article 54 these <>Pf>O'nlmcnte 

"Thnt the appuinhnent hy the Committee of Mr. W. D. Bryden to l1e 
the llepuly Secretary of the Chmnhcr :md of Mr. H. A. J,ong to he :m 
As,i;lant Secretary, holh with effect from the hi Fc!Jrunry, 1953, he mnl 
is hereby confirulc!l." 

Mr. Moncur seconded the resolution which W<lS carried 
unanimously. 

MR. G. EU'l'JJYMOPULO 

I have the and 
a vole of to the Vleo.P•·"''"""' 

out-going Committee 

All of us know lhat 
problems must mise with 

\VC 

wise and experienced business men who will face all difficulties 
and c!Ticicnlly and find a solution of them. 

this supreme confidence, arising from knowledge that 
our business arc being well cared for, makes most 
of us rather to as a matter of course nnd take 
for granted, all the time thought, energy and experience, 
thai these gcnllcmen have so generously devoted to the cause 
and interests of us all. 

given to us the 
generosity of the men serve on our Committees, 
expressing our thanks and very 
they have done for us during the year. I have 
the pleasure-for me it is a special pleasure, as I shall 
be you for good in a few n.fter 41 yc<1rs in India-

a most cordial vole of to the Vice-President 
and of the outgoing Committee. 

(Loud a]!i>lausc). 
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Mn.. J. H. METI!OLD, C.B.E. :

In of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
to have been asked to move a vote of 
President, Mr. Charles Innes. 
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of office. It can be said thai Mr. Innes stands high in 
the eyes of the rulers this Perhaps I should not 
suggest that nature alone has putting him into this 
position! 

The Special 

more to say except 
load \Vhich has been 
he has still found it 
hers of 

our good 
all too soon. 

THE PRESIDENT :-

Gentlemen, I am 

you leave us here 
(l.oud af!l>lause). 

he has said of them, I am afraid, quite 
unde>""vedl-,nd for the way in you have received his 
remarks. H has been a great honour to have served the 
Chamber and u particular privilege to have done so during this 
historic Centenary year. But quite frankly it is not a job I 
would like to do a second ilme! (LauglrfcT). 

I am retiring from India next month and it only remains 
for me to wish you all the very best of fortune in the future. 

That, gentlemen, terminates the business of the meeting. 

D. C. Fairbairn, C. A. Innes, 

SetTclaty, 



HillE IRIENCAIL Ci'llAMBIER IIIF l!lOMMIER()IE 
AND U\HiiUSli!IV 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE 

YEAR 1952. 

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry have now the honour to submit to the 
members of the Chamber their report for the year 1952. 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on 
29th February I 952 the following gentlemen \vcrc elected to 
the Committee:--

President 

Mr. C. A. Innes, 
Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd. 

Vice-President 

Mr E. J. Pakcs. 
Messrs Mackinnon. Mackc117ic & Co., Ltd 

Committee Members 

Sir Paul Benthall, K.B.E., 
Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 

Mr. R. H. D. 
Me~srs_ Shaw 

K. R. Fcllcs, 

& Co., Ltd. 

Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co., Ltd. 

N. D. Harris, 
Mc~srs. Imperial Chemical Industries (f) Ltd. 

0. T. Jenkins, 
Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ltd 

D. D. MacGregor. 
The CbarLcrcJ Bank of India, Amtmlia & China. 

Ltd. 
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Sir Paul Benthall proceeded on leave in April and Mr. A.S. 
Officer of the same firm served in his place until June when 
Sir Paul on his return from leave was re-elected. 

Mr. Mackinlay proceeded on leave in April and Mr. J. D. 
K. Brown of the same firm served in his place until November 
when Mr. Mackinlay was re-elected. 

Representatives of the Chamber and of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of India on various bodies and 
authorities at the close of the year. 

REPRESE:\TATIVES OF THE BE:\GAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

/IND INDUSTRY 

Cafctltla Po~! Commission. 
Mr. E. J _ Pakes, 

Board of Trustees for the Improve· 
mont of Catctl!la. 

Board or Ex~mincrs for Boiler Tvfr 
AtteMants. 

West Bengal Smoke Nuisanc~s 
Commission, 

Indian Con! Grl!!fing Board. 

<Mes~rs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd.) 

G. A. S. Sin;, 
(Mcs~rs Andrew Yule & Co .. 
Ltd.) 

A. C. T. Blcasc. 
(Calcutta Tramways Co .. Ltd.) 

Xov~mlwr l\lii2 iJJ plnr" or 
Onclh·y nf j.],p ~alllr firm, 

W. II 

India Ltd.) 

R. l--1 
(Union 

R_ ]_ Oliver. 

& WilcO\: (lf 

Jute Mill} 

C\-1essrs. Manin. Burn. Ltd.l 

G_ G. Robertson. 
(Me~<;rs. )'vlackinnon Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd.J 

Cnlcutta Electric Supply CJrnoration, 
Consultative Committee. 

The Electric Licensing Board, West 
Bengal. 

Cnlcuttn Traffic Advisory Board. 

lmlian central Jule Committee. 

Eastern Railway Calcutta, 
AdvlsOn Cotnmltice. 

Howrah Goods & Railways Howrnh 
Area Advosory Committee. 

lmlian Lac Cess Committee, 

Ma}'o Hosnital: Governing Body. 

") 

Finlay & Co., 
Ltd.) 

S. N Ghosh, 
(Calcutta Electric Supply Cor-
poration, Ltd.) 

R_ J. L. Oakley. 
(l'vlesm. Kilburn & Co .. Ltd.) 

Mr. N. S. McArthur, 
li'vles~rs. D. L i'vlillnr & Co .. 
Ltd.) 

W. P. T. Scott. 
(Me~srs. Burmah-Shcll Oil Sto

& Distributing Co .. of lndi,t 

G. N. Blaker. 
(Messrs. Bird & Co., Llll.l 

Mr. J. P. Young. 
(Messrs. Angelo Bros .. Ltd.) 
N. S. Smith. 
(Messrs. Rallis India LtcU 

H. M. Muir. 
(i\Jc<;srs. i\J~tckinnon. l'viackcnzic 
& Co .. Ltcl.l 

J. F. Willis. O.B.E., 
(Messrs. Gillnnders. Arbuthno1 
& Co .. Ltd.l 
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Inter-Provincial Mental Hospital, Mr. \V. J. Ross-Hurst, 
Ranchi. (Tea Districts Labour Associa

tion.) 

Presidency General Hospital : 
Inspection Conm1ittec. 

Indian Red Cross Societ~· (West 
Bcngai). 

The Indian Museum. 

Victoria Memorial, 

Goen~~ College of Contmercc and 
BLISIIlCSS Adtninisfration, 

Calcutta Technical School. 

P. E. G. W. Parish. 
(,'vfessrs. Gillanders. Arbuthnot 
& Co .. Ltcl.l 

, C. A. Innes, 
(lvfessrs. Andrew Yule & Co .. 
Ltd.) 

The President of the Chamber, 
k>ofjicinl. 

B. R T. Greer. 
G'v[cssrs. Turner. i'v!orri~on & 
Co .. Ltd.l 

1\1.·,~ in j>lact• nf 
;,;;;~::.c ··· ...... nf lhl' ""me Hrm, 

CA. inncs. 

(ivfessr~. Andrew Yule & (\l. 
Ltd.) 

The President of the Clwmlwr. 
(ex-offici& 

G. R. Crooks. CB.E.. 
(l'vfcssrs. Price. Waterhouse Peat 
& Co.l 

D. LV. Rowe. 
(M~:ssrs. Bird & Co .. Lld_l 

,. N. R. Kirby. 
(?\-ies<;rs. Bird & Co .. Ltd.l 

.... ~--"'" '·'·'r==----------------~---

Bo~rd of llpjlrenticeship Tratning, 

( -Hl ) 

Mr. J. D K. Brown, 
(Messrs. Jardine Henderson Ltd.l 

., J. Hamilton White. 
\Messrs. Bird & Co .. Ltd.l 

or 

"' 

Elected in il.lay 19~>2 in J.>ln<:"e of Mr. J.A. 
Steven oft he snme firm, 

Governing Body of Victoria Boys' Lt.-Col. L. Hnnnng;uJ. E.D .. 
~~~~rsc~~~;. Hill Girls' Schools, (l\1argnret's Hope Ten Co .. Ltd .. 

Darj('elingl. 

St. Thom~s· School. !\'fr. K. R. Fe!tcs. 

La MJtlinicre: Bo~td ot Governors. 

The Crichton Trust. 

CJiculh Society tor the Prevention 
or Cruelty to Alli•J·ats. 

Tlw East India Chnnl~ble Tl'ust 
General Council. 

Seamen's Welfare Association: 
lnd1an Seanten's Cl111ic. 

\Messrs. Gillnmlcrs. Arbuthnot 
& Co .. Ltd.) 

C. A. Innes. 
\Messrs. Andrew Yuk & Cn, 
Ltd.) 

The President of the Chnmhrr, 
(CN)fficio). 

W . .f. n. Walker. C.A .. 
(The "Statesman"' Ltd . .) 

E. Lym'. 
O'vk~SI'S Hoare i'vlilkr & Co .. 
Ltd.l 

A. S. Officer. 
(!vk~srs. Bird & Co .. Ltd.) 

L W. Bitlcombc. 
(i\'lcssr~. Turner, tvturrison & Co .. 

Lttl.) 



Seamen's WeHarc Asl~ialion: 
Indian Sc~mm•s Clinic. (~~ntd.} 

State Transport Authonty. 

Textile Trade Marks Advisory 
Cornmittee. 

Calcu!ta Port Commissioners: 
Anli·F•i!feraga committee. 

Port CtcarancecommiUcc, 

Federation of Ch~mbers of r.om. 
tllcrce Of the Sntrsh Ernpirr, 
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Mr. W. R. B. Sample, 
(Messrs. Mackinnon. Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd.) 

J. W. G. Church, 

(The Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation, Ltd.) 

f. A. Mncp11Crson, 
(Messrs. Kcltlcwell Bullen & Co., 
Ltd. 

S. Ronaldson. 

(Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd.) 

A. R MacGillivray, 
Messrs. Roberts, McLean & Co., 
Ltd.) 

Sir George Morton. O.U.E., M.C. 

noard or lndustrifs, West Dengel, Mr. C. E. J. c'rnwforcl. 

Regional Posts & Tet~graphs Advi· 
soryconm11ttue. 

Caloul!a Telephones AdVisory 
Conunitlee. 

Regional Employment Advisory 
Commiltcc for West Bengal. 

Kidde:porc Employment Exnhange, 
flllulsorvcmnmlllcl.l. 

(Messrs. Imperial C'hcmicnl In-
dustrics (India) Ltcl.J 

C. I. M. Arnold. M.B.E., 
(Messrs. Shnw Wa!!acc & Co., 
Ltd.) 

F. Parsons 
Britannia Biscuit Co.: 

C. \Veale. O.B.E .. 
(Messrs. McLeod & Co., Ltd.) 

L. F. Berry, 
('fhe Metal Box Co. of Tndia 
Ltd.) 

East hlllin ccmctay Board. 

51 John Ambulance Association, 
West sensa! ProVIIlCial Centre. 

West Bengal Boller Engineers' 
Exdminat1on Rules, 195U : Board 
of Exammers. 

Coal Transport Advisory Committee 

Calcutta UmversiiY socJal Work 
Cormnittcc. 

West Bengal Electricity ·Supply 
Board. 

West Bcllgal Boi_lcr Rules 1950: 
AppelLate Authonty, 

Ca~~~~:a s0~~1ct~~~;n~~e E~:~:~l~~~~~·: 
General Conumttec. 

( .Jt ) 

Sir Anthony Elhins. C.B.E., 
(Messrs. Gillandcrs, Arbuthnot 
& Co., Ltd.) 

Mr. H. K. Stringfellow, 
(Messrs. Shaw, Wallace & Co .. 
Ltd.) 

E. G. Hodges. 
(l. G. N. & Rly Co .. Ltd.) 

D. C Driver. 
(Messrs. Macneill & Barry Ltd.) 

A. W. Taylor. O.B.E., 
!Messrs. Macneill & Barry Ltd.l 

R. A. Cole. 
(Mc~~r~. Bini & Co .. Ltd.) 

T. E. Tudgc, 
(Messrs. Thompson Wolverhamp

!on (lndial Ltd.) 

E. J. Pakcs, 
!Messrs. Mackitltlon Mackenzie 
& Co .. Ltd.) 

R. Haddow, 
!Messrs. Shaw \Valbee & Co .. 

Ltd.) 

.ivlrs. R. W.Cu!cr. 

Indian Institute of Art Ill industry: ~dr E. K. Day. 
Executive committee. (Messrs. D. J Keymer & Cu .. 

Economic Advisory Connuittno: 
Government or West Bengal 

H. E. Tho Governor's 
Relief Committee 

Ltd.) 

E. J. Pakes, 
(Messrs. Mackiunon tvlaekenzie 
& Co., Ltd.) 

C. A. Tnnes. 
\Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltci.l 



o~shbandhu Darjeeling Memorial Mr. C. A. Innes, 
Fund: General ~JorJunrtteo. (Messrs. Andrew Yule 

I. s. r. Building Fund Conunittcc. 

Tiro Safely Frrst As1ocialion of 
lndra, Bengal Provrnciaf Br.mch: 
General Commrttcc. 

Tho Minimum Wages Act Advisory 
Board: 

Passenger lilt- lcsialation 
Comittce, West Bengal. 

!;a~ tern nauway 1 Informal meeting~ 
wrlh trmJooaltradrngpublic. 

Informal Q.uartcrry MeelingG of tho 
Railway ami Commoraiat Repres
entatives. 

& Co., Ltd.) 

The President of the Chamber, 
(e.<~-of!icio). 

C. A. Innes, 

(Messrs. Andrew Yule 
& Co., Ltd.) 

The Pre~ident of the Chamber 
(ex•ojjicio). ' 

R. J. L Oakley, 

(Messrs. Kilburn & Co., Ltd.) 

E. J. Pakcs, 

(Messrs. Mackinnon MackerlLic 
& Co., Ltd.) 

T. L. Scott, 

(Messrs. General Ekctrie Co. of 
India Ltd.) 

G. N. Blaker, 

(Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd.) 

E. J. Pakes. 

The Vice-President or the 

Chamber, {e.t-oj)icio). 

negionar Board under Regulation Deputy Secretary, 

~~n°c1c ~g~n~:~~1 ;i'cC:t~la~t:~~ 11~~so~- The Bengal Chamber of Com

merce and Industry, (c.r~ojjicio). 

El~~J~~~~i5to P~o~~v~~o0~a\ tfo"~,~~f~t~~: Mr. 
West Bongar. Ltd.) 

Associated Chambers of Commerce of India. 

F.x·Sorviccs flssociatiou (Tudia), Mr. C. A. Innes, U'rcsident). 
iMes~rs. Andrew Ytdc & Co., 

Ltd., Calcutta). 

Export Advrsory council. 

IHIPOrt Advisory Council. 

Indian Councrl of Agricultural Res· 
earch: Govcrnmg Body, 

Uentral Advisory Commrttoe lor 
lighthouses, 

Indian lnslitU'tc oi Science, 
ncugalorc. 

lndiau Standards lnstitutron, 

Central Advisory Board ou Forest 
U!rlisation, 

llff.ln~ia Council for Tccl111ical 
Education, 
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Mr. G. Euthymopulo, 
(Messrs. Rallis India Ltd., 

Calcutta). 

Mr. A. R. MacGillivray. 
(Messrs. RobCrL McLean & Co., 
Ltd., Calcutta). 

T. J. Hudson, 
{Messrs. Sapt Textile Products 
(India) Ltd., Bombay). 

A R. Foster. 
Imrerial Chemical Industries 

(india) Ltd., Calcutta). 

J. R. Galloway, 

Messrs. Gordon Woodro!Te & Co., 
(Madras) Ltd., Madrus) 

J. Meek, 
(The General Electric Co., (india) 
Ltd., Madras). 

C. P. G. Wade, 
(Mc;,srs. Burnwh-Shd! Oii-Stowge 
and Di~tributing Co., o[ India 
Ltd., New Delhi). 

R. E. Forrester, 

(Messrs. Bombay Burmah Trad
ing Corporation, Bombay). 

T. G. 
(The Electric Co, (india) 
Ltd., Bombay). 

,. J. A. Murray, 
(Messrs. Jardine Henderson 
Ltd., Calcutta). 
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iu~ian central Oilsecds commiltee. Mr. Z. Gavalla, 

(Messrs. Rallis India Ltd .. 
Bombay). 

Indian central Tobacco Committee. L. E. Tipton, 
(Messrs. Imperial Tobacco Co. 
of India Ltd., Madras). 

Tim Fe~cration or Cllambcrs of Sir Alexander Murray, K.C.I.E. 
commerce of tile British Empire. Mr: H. C. Waters, O.B.E. 

councilarthelnslitutcotcllarlerctl 
Accountants of India. 

Indian Institute of Art in Industry, 

central Etnptoynwnt Advisory 
Colllmlltce. 

F. A. Cole, 
(Messrs. F. Ferguson & Co., 
.Bombay). 

W. J. B. Walker, C.A. 

(TJJC "Statesman" Ltd., 
Calcutta). 

J. K. Srivastava, 
(The New Victoria Mills Co., 
Ltd., Kanpur). 

capital Issues Advisory committee Sir Paul Benthall, K.B.E. 

(Messrs. Bird & Co .. Ltd., 
Calcutta). 

Central Tc~ Board. 

lndiimstatistioal Institute. 

Gov_erning Body of the Training 
Sh1p "Duncml"', Bombay. 

A_!!· India Board of Technical studies 
111 Commerce and Business Admin· 
islrat10n. 

Mr. E. A. Hutchison. 
(Mcs~rs. James Finlay & Co., 
Ltd., Calcutta). 

J. A. R Tainsh. 

(Messrs. lbcon Ltd., C<llcutta). 

N. I-I. G. Grant. 

(Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd., Bombay). 

Satya Paul Virmani. 

(Punjab Chamber of Commerce, 
New Delhi). 

customs Advisory committees 

cnntral Advisory Council of 
lmtustrios 
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*Mr. A. R MacGillivray, 
(Messrs. Roberts McLean & Co., 
Ltd., Calcutta). 

Mr. R. H. Schuepp, 
(Messrs. Volkart Brothers. 

Bombay). 

Mr. P. Hadfield, 
(Messrs. Parry & Co., Ltd .. 
Madras). 

Mr. C. A. Innes, 

(Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., 
Ltd. Calcutta). 

H. I. Wonfor, A.C.A. 
(Messrs. Parry & Co., Ltd., 
Madras) 
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MEMBERSHIP 
The_ following have been elected to Chamber membership 

and conhrmed ·at the last Annual General Mecting.-

Messrs. J.H.Fenner &-Co. (India) Ltd. 

, The Monotypc Corporation Ltd. 
, Blackwood Hodge (India) Ltd. 

Adrcma Ltd. 

Bunge & Co., Ltd. 

Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co., Ltd. 

, The Eyre Smelting Ltd. 
(Successor member) 

-do-
J. C. Duffus & cZ. (Eastern! Ltd. 

, F. & 0. Lang Ltd. 
-do~ 

-do~ 

Bank Ltd. -do-
The following 

membership subject to 
Meeting:-

elected to Chamber 

Messrs. J. Arthur Rank, Film Distributors 

(India) Ltd. {Successor McmherJ 
Lnnclale & Morgan Ltd. --do-
Hollerith Undia) Ltd. -do-

There were nine resignntions during tl1e year and the number 
of members of the Chamber on the 31 sl December, 1952 was:-

Chamber members 269 
Associate members 34 
Honorary members 
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GENERAL 
The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India : 

Annual General IVIeeting, 1952. Before a large audience 

of deleg:Jtcs from the constituent Clwmbcrs throughout Inclin, 
of members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and 
and <l distinguished company of guests, the Hon'blc Mr. T. 
Krishnamachari, Commerce :tnd Industry Minister of lndin. 
delivered the nddrc~s at the Thirty-fourth Annual 

on Monday, 15th December, 1952 

During the course or the proceedings, the following resolu
tions were movctl by the Chambers stated and unnninwusly 
nclopted : ~ 

1. 'l'd:rnlion of Jucome.-Bcngnl Clinmbcr of Com,crcr ,t; lndust,-y. 

1.hrir nC'lil·il.i<·~ from l.hoo(' of Lhr ]<]x~cnt.iYP; 

S!!lc 'J'u.rra.-llc11urll C'/mml!C1' of Commm·cc & lwln.911'!1· 

llC--8 
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~!\~1 ~\01::.~~:~~:~:~::;:~ with rl'ganl to tho interpt'lll.at.inn of the 

Cotn·t tmrlm· Article 11:~(1) of the tlw Snprunw 

S. t7~'{) B!rcll'iaily bul•wtry.-JJomlmy Clmmbc!' of Commerce (as amcJJ-

in 

"' in ot•tlf'r tn l'l'mon• 

arc l"mlperiJlg rlc•t·elop-

(')tim<'"' eml''"'""' ''><mhl "" "::::::,~·~,:~·:,::::,,:::' ,:~::::,:; 
lllH! Com 111 ;/;:'.::!'1 ,~~'~1;::::·~ 

:·,~:~,:.:··,~;:;~:~.:::::(;:[::::::>:";: ::··;:::~;,J}J::!::~::::\:i~!;;:·;:\:~i}~:~: 
t" Lh,• 

( ,JU 1 

essential nce<l fot· !'llC<Hll'''ging saml-~tuwiug, wnohing- a])(] 
!JJemliug. 

'J'he Colton Jlill fnrluslr!J.-flombrl!f Cham1wr of Commerce. 

The Associntion <lcploi'C.'< tlw t•ous!.:tnl. cltnuges of Gonn·umcnt 

6. 'l'!w Conni1'!J's Tnmsporf Sys/cm.-flcnaul Chamber of Commerce & 
lwlnslry. 

This Aosocintion l'CCOllllllUlllh to the llovornment of Indi1t thnt· 
whilo the 

of L:t·mle uml to eonelalo with 
Control Sehc!lttle. 

'l'hc Tut!;rm Coi!I)Jal!ics Atl.-lJomlmy Clw.mbGr of Commerce. 

'l'ilis A~~ocin(.ion t·ccommemb to Llw GO\'Cl'll\1\Ull(. of India Lhnt 

snch r'onson(. prcviou~ly t.o be olJL,.iued in ro~pcd of ~mall pcr8ounl 

JHlrchn~~s. 

snb-~ucLion (.'i) of Soct.itm 87]) ~o (,lwL 

ncccs,;nt'Y in Llu• of ~nmll I'"'''"""''""''"'"''"' 
1ogouL or ouc of hio p!tl'Llllll'S ot• co-dit·ccLors nwy wish to make, 
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Death o£ H.M. King George VI.-On the occasion of 
the death of King George VI on the 6th February 1952, the 

Chamber Cornmi!!cc at a special meeting held the next day 

resolved to place on record tlwir deep sense of the grievous loss 
suffered by the British Commonwealth of Nations on the death 

of !lJC King and to transmit to the High Commissioner for tl1c 
United Kingdom tlw following telegraphic message :-

The funeral day of the King, Friday the 15th Fcbru<.~ry was 
declared a public lwliday in India ; but in accordance with the 
arrangements made intlw U.K. with H. M. the Queen's approval, 

tlw Clnunbcr Committee and their industrial AITairs Sub-Com
miUcc agreed that tl1crc ~hould be no general suspension of work 
in industrial establishments. 

Tl1e Valla.hh.bhai Patel National Memorial Fund.-
It was stated ii1 the rcpon for 1951 tl1at in accordance with the 
agreed arrangemem, for the collection of donations to the 
Vallabhbhai Patel National Memorial Fund, non~industrial 
organisations in the Chamber membership lwd been invited to 

subscribe the Chamber on tlw basis of one-eighth of the 

amount to the Gandhi Memorial Fund, whilst 
donations from industrial concerns were to be collected on 
the same basi~ through the various A~sociations 
them. By the 31st Dcccmbet· 1952 con!ribwions 

mercia! and industrial interests connected with the Chamber 
totalled as follows :-

Non-industrinl concerns (subscribed 

through the Chamber) Rs 82,(102- 6-0 

Industrial concerns (subscribed 
tlnough Associations) 

Rs 9,39,391-14-0 

( Ill ) 

When the Fund was instituted during Ma_y_ ol" l ~5 ~ it wa~ 
. ,. collected should be utJ!J~eLl lui 

agreed that". mom~s s cnt in the contributing States or , 

welfare, ~5 . .,. t~ ~c. ~··as where collections could not be ma~e. 
and l5:'·o 111 b:~ck:v~t~d aJ,e ~allabhbhai Patd National Mcmonal_ 

Early Hl Jt:ne J ~)~, tl.:e ointed a Cummittce to take charge _of 
Fum.l Sub-CommJtteL:.' p~1c·tl a •encics under its guidance lor 

the Fund and ~~ fOJI~l Lcs'. l~t West Bengal the Local ~om
carrying out these .~Ulp Chairmanship of the Chief Minister. 
mittee set up un~!er the. I , f ll ·ino n.:prc~cntatives of com-

~~-rc~;J ~~:IC~t~~J~:~~~-:~:~ei~Jt~:-~st~ co~~niJ~g within the Chamber's 

sphere of activity. 

Jute Mills 

Tea 
Banks 
Engineering 

<ol The Chairman or the Jndia:1 
Jute Mills A~sociatiun cc-oljuw 

(at present lvlr. W. B. Muncurl. 

(b) Mr. K lJ . .!alan. 

Mr. E. A. Hutchiwn 

Mr. D. D. IvhtcGregor. 
Mr. H. Chiswell Jones 

•o Jneetinns during the past two 
This Committee h::s l~~~~s~~~...:ration :xpcnditttr...: J'rom the 

months and ha~ _undeJ We~l lkngal on thL: COJm_mnnty 
amount made <~v<u_l~l.bk. to Ivl<Jhamad Uazar. a~ also m the 
Development 1 roJed dl 

Darjccling district. .· , 

' . I of Arbitration. Dlllt.ng lhL: 
The Ch~m.he~ 'l~lh;l~~nbcr's Tribunal of Arbllr<ltio_n 

;~:·~,,;:,"';;,;':;;;:",':~,foe """"""',~:/''"""' "'"1 lime 
were 312 ca~e~ brought JorwmJ lrom 

. , . . J ca~cs were lirwlised with the i~sue 

Of thes~ dts,p~~t~~V~l~ :vithdrawll, a lid there were 517 C,u~e~ 
of awun.J_s, 298 c<~s~~ .. "the ·car [952. ill 12 cases 2 aw.u,c:·: 
outst<u.Klmg at t_he ~Io~~rc~~ cacl~ ;tml in one case 4 award~ \vere 
each, Ill 2 case~ 3 U\\, ·. .. more than one contract. 
issued as the cltsputes arose !tom 



The various classe~ of 
were rcprcscn!ed <IS 

6 picccgoods. 

in which <lwarcls were issued 

jute, 550 general and 

TJJC n:vcmw dc1·iv~.:d by the Chamber from Institution fees 
puid by members and noJHncmbcrs including applicants for 

surveys, referred to in the following paragraph, amounted to 

Rs. 2, 15.631!: comp<~rcd with Rs. I, I 1 ,2~71- in the preceding 
year. 

Chamber Surveys.--The number of applications for the 
issue of ccrtilled reports received during the period under review 

was 1249 and there were 12 cases outstanding in 1951. These 

were dealt with under the Chambers' Ruks for Surveys. Out 

of tlwse applications, in 1226 cases certified reports were issued, 

21 cases WGre withdrawn and 14 ca~t:s wer.:: outstanding at the 
close of the year 1952. 

The various classe~ of goods in which certified reports 
were issued were represented as follows :-~ 

Gunnies /066; Oils 134; Oil Seeds 10; and ivrisccllaneous 1 G. 
As mentioned in the report for tlw year 1951, in respect of 

purdwscs by Government for procurement purposes during 

the year under review, the special scale of fees fixed by the 
Cll:unbcr's Circular No. 4975-Jnt. dated 7th July 1951, was 

maintainet.l. Tl1c number of survey applications received has 

been on the increase as can be seen from the ligures given above. 

Piecegoods Arbitration : Award of Allowance on 
Percentage Basis.--Awarcling of cdlowances on a percentage 
basis, paid on tlw rupee sale value, caused some dillieulty when 

the allowomcc was sought to be recovered from overseas 

suppliers who contcnt.led thut their liability for the percentage 
odlowance was in relation to the C.J.F. value. 

As a general rule it was a of the Clwmbcr to award 
allowances. where upplicable, terms of currency rather than 

on a percentage basis. This method of dealing with the 

question wa:. found to be satisfactory :111d les:-; liable to cause 
difficulties later on. 

( G2 ) 

Central Tribunal of Arbitration for the Settlement 
of Trade Disputes.-Three ycnrs <l(!O the Govc:rnm~nt of India 

asked the Associated Chambers of Comnwrcc of Ind1a to .report 
011 (I} the facilities nv;:dbblc in India for 1l1c sclllcmcnt ol trade 

disp11 tcs ; (2) the steps that should be taken t.o. kcc.r .ll:a.dc 
disputes to a minimum; (3) the extent to which c.xlslrng laC!htws 
cotild be by an all-India Arb1tratron Board~ and 

(4) the of the Board ;md the way in which it_ c,hm~ld 
be worked to ensure smooth running and achieve rec1proc1ty 
with similar arbitration bodies <lbrond. Tl1e restllts or the ~mvey 

undertaken by the Chambers at that time were recounted i~1 the 

1949 report. ]! wj]J he recalled that the Ch~lmherc, \Vcre sat_1~licd 

with the eOlciency :1nd :H.Iequacy of the arr:m~ements available 

and ruled out the suggestion that a <.Tntral :ubitration boc1rd was 
necessary or practicable. Tl1cy fore"mv many dillicultics to 

which any such intcrfen:nee with the standing ~et up would give 
rise 

This came up during 1952 in a new form. Tile Mini~-
try of and ;Jsked whether it was nccc:~-
sary to provide for facilities. But on tll!S 

occasion tl1c Associ<tted Chambers of Commerce wns referred 

to correspondence in which the federation of Tndian Chambers 
of Commerce an~l lndu~try had intimated to Government that 
an Arbitration Tribunal was being- set up under its auspices nnd 

had suggested that as the absence of :1rbitration facilitie~ in 

India for the sclllemcnt of dispute~ in organ1scd 
trades W<lS the sm1rce of numerous provision 

made by the Fedemtion for de:ding with such disputes should 

!~ave Govemment support, by means of a recommendation from 
Government tlJUt the Federation's nrbitration clause should be 

inserted into the contracts of all parties entering into foreign 
trade, 

fn this instance also the Cham her., unanimously rejected the 
~ll"!!estion tl1at existing arr;m_gcmcnts for seWing trade disputes 

w;~~ either inadequate or inellicient. Their reply to Govern· 

ment was that while tlw Federation as a private org:1nisation was 

of course free to augment these facilities if it so wished, it was 
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qui:c incorrect to say that suitnblc facilities were not 
ava_dabl.c. The Chambers could not <~grcc that 

ar~J!r~tJOn ~~as any more desirable, ncccssnry or practicable 
th,m Jt \V<ls ~n 1?49 .. ll was also considered objectionable tlwt 

~:ysi~:~. nrbl!ratJOn tnbllnnl nm under private auspices should 
. ""cc_l out _lo <_Jssm_nc these functions and that Government 

shou~d.thJn~;: of :Ising J!s administrative powers for the pur osc 
~f,:n<lk_mg 11 obligatory on p;irtics to foreign contracts to :Crcr 
!Jcrr c!Jsrutes lo a selected tribunaL Other points brou 'llt 1 

~o~cr~l!JJCnl's notice were that individual lrmlcrs would ~csen~ 
~~~~:;csll~~lcrfcrcncc h ~~ith their of safcgunrding their own 

ns th; . t cJ: own in their own way ; that 
mcrcha r . of disput~s were concerned with the quali!y of 

'nc lse, lt wns neccssnrv that tl , b . f . 
with sufficient technicul f- •1 1 JC} c IC erred to tnbunals 
spot; and tlwt a new,an~;~~~~~-~~i~gc to deal with th~ c:~sc on the 
assistanc~ of 011 the d would lwve to seck the 

mercia! etnd organisaions rrrncls of other com-
for many ycrrrs, nnd thus centred ' some of them established 
costly rrnd slow. arbitrrrtion would prove both 

The outeome of this enquiry has not yet been reported 

ciai:i~~a~s~~ ;i.th ., the . Amorican Arbitration Asso

Associa;ion cn~:iri~·~gf~s!IOI~ of Ill~ Americnn Arbitrrrtion 

d~sirability 'or cstabl~hi\~l:e cl:~~~ n;~~~~tct ~ 952 into the 
Indo-American arbitrrrtior~s. Thos . ' . . 1t to conduct 
most all'ccted by mbitration were "~c ~-~llcrcsts u: _the Chamber 
was lit!le likelihood of improvfn~eldl!'y or __ o~mJOn 1l:<t.ltherc 
~rn.mgements by adding liaison witr the exls:mg satJslactory 
m JUte, tea, hides and shdirrc. The1 the 0mcncnn Association 
l10wever suggested tile necessil , of An~cncar.l Association lwd 

those trades whiclJ lwd not yet) nrrde~:~lllOt1_ng arbitration in 
Th~r~·- by a system of commi!lces, i sc of 11 to any extent. 
fac1i1t1es for sculinu .. n hoth cmmtries, mutual 
The mailer stili rc~ls nrbl!ration be arranged. 
action. for future 
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The Chamber Foodstuffs Scheme.-Since Govern
ment food rationing was introduced in the Calcutta industrial 
arerrs in January 1944, the Chamber Foodstuffs Scheme has 
continued to supply all rationed commodities to participating 
employers' shops. During the year 1952 the Chamber Foodstuffs 
Scheme catered for the requirements of an average number of 
6.75 lacs of employees and their dependants drawing weekly 
rations from about 250 pnrticipating employers' shops attached 
to mills, factories and commercial establishments, The Scheme 
during the year also unCiertook the responsibility of distribution 
of "Economic" Rice under the Kidwai Plan. 

The total quantity of rationed commodities handled by the 
4 depots run by the Chamber Scheme in the different labour 
districts of greater Calcutt:~ during the year amounted to 
19,46,334 maunds or 72.086 tons, with rrn rrpproximrrte value 
of Rs. 4.12 crores. 

Chamber Language Classes.-During 1952 the Lang
uage Training Department organised two courses including 7 
classes in Lower Standard Hindi, 2 in Lower Standard Bengali 
and 1 in Higher Standard Hindi which were attended by 73 
students in all. Two examinations were held during the year 
and a total number of 154 candidates were examined. Of these 
candidates about 75~;;, were students from tllC mill areas. As 
it is not possible for the mill assistants to join the Chamber 
classes, the services of teaching staff nrc made available to them 

outside the Chamber's clrrss hours. 

The exrrminations were conducted rrs in previous years by 
a senior Professor of the Bengal Educational Service. The 
percentage of passes showed a marked increase over those of the 

preceding year. They were as follows:-

Lower Stnndrrrd Hindi 
Lower Bengali 
Higher Hindi 
Higher Bengali 100.0~{, 

Colloquial Hindi 67.8% 
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Chartered Institute of Secretaries ; Examiuations.
By arrangement ll'ith the Chartered Institute of Secretaries, 

the intermediate and final examinations of tht.'! 
held under the Chamber·s auspices since 

The last examination was held in the Chamber 
offices on the 4th. 5th and 6th December. 1952. 

Employment of Indians.-One of the most important 
featurcs of the year under review hns been the discussion in 
Parliament of the degree of lndianisation of foreign business in 
India. As a restilt of parliamentary pressure, Government in 

August issued the adYertising columns of the public 

press a questionnaire calling for information 
about the extern to which indians had been ad~1itted to exccuti\·e 
positions in non-Indian companies. From the first. the Chamber 
urged that fullest co-oper<ttion should be uiven to Government 

by the completion of the questionn<tirc. Si;1ce however some of 
the points covered by th~ questionnaire were wumc <Jnd did 

not accurately apply to all sectors of business, tl1c Chamber 
issued il recommendation abotlt \"<lriotJS points raised in 
to the Chamber e.g. the categories of employees which 

be induQed in the return. Final discretion on all matters lwd to 
lie with the: comp:mies submitting the: return. 

In his speech at the Annual General meetinl!: of the AbsO· 
ciatcd Chambers, the :rviinister of Ct~mnerce while 
s~ating tha_t he was grateful to Ch<tmbers for their co.opcra· 
t10n. menttoned that the returns lrad been unsatisfactory in some 
respects. While companies had in general responded to the 

appeal, the were forcing Go\·ernmcnt to resort to 
legislation it obligatory on those engaged in trade 
and industry in the retmns when asked. Since 
the close of the yeur, tiJC. of Statistics Bill, to which 
the Minister was presumably referring, lws been published. 

Under the Bill as introduced in Parliament in the last 
session. rt is 

to increase the powers or Government to 
particubr!y in the industrial and commercial 

The Bill is under consideration 

collect 
fields. 
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Terms and conditions of Government Tenders ; 
Payment of Contractors' hills.-The vexed question of th~ 

terms anj conditions attaching to Government contracts. and 

of the delays which contractors encounter in obtaininf! payment 

for supplies made to Government. has be~n the subject :>f 
frequent representations during the past fc\\" years and agalll 
enf!a!!cd the Chamber's close attention during 1952 . On rnany 
co~nls it is contended by suppliers that Governments contra~·t 
terms arc hnrsh and unfair. while the: pa) ments Js 

1-cry far from efficient and produces intenninab!c delays ~ 

consequent heavy expenses and losses to the sup~hcrs cm:cer_nt.:d. 
The outcome of this situation has been a long and mtncat..: 

correspondence extending over s,.;1·eral years. Towards the ~nd 
of 195 J, in an endeavour to settle sumc of the outstandJ_ng 
issues. the Chamber com·cnd a meeting in Calt::utta ~v1th 

:'>.Tr. J. :rvlunro, the Director General of Supplies ; the ~tlbJects 

discussed at that meeting were described in tl~e for the 
year 1951, but there had not been any dcfillltc 
or any concessions (0\l'ilrds the Chamber's views by the end of 

that year. 

Durin!! the early part of 1952 the correspondence continued 

and c\·cnt~a!Iy in },-lay the then J5ireetor Gencr~tl. •11-·fr. 0~; 
Siva~ankar, addressed a long letter to the Cl:ambct 
Government's views on the various points a~ Jssu.:: ; these 
made little or no concession to the complaints whic:t had been 
urged by the Chamber and further correspondcnc: wtth Govern· 

~ In October opporturuty was 
in of ivlr. N. lvi. Buch, who 

then to the post of Director General of Su~plie~-~~n~ 

Disposals. to hold at~otlJC~· me~tin~ a~r;vl~~: 1 ~:~:tnndmg rs~~::: 
were once more dtscussed ; .t t<.:p 
issued to members of the Chamber under cover of . 
N 198-195"' of 17th October. Iv1r. Buch was sympathetic _to 
~h~· Chambe;s views on many of the points raised but, while 

this attitude was maintained in subsequent . correspo~dcnc~ 

during tlw IaUer pat:t of the ~·:ar. ~m·~r;~~1~:::,~~~e~1_01 ma e an} 
important c!wnges 111 the mam pnnc P -
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IJuring the course of the foregoing correspondence and 
dis.cussions, the main subjects raised by the Chamber and the 
athtudcs expressed by Government were as follows : _ 

(1) Terms of Paymcnt.-Govcrnmcnt repeatedly stated that 
~h:~ were not prepared to abandon the practice of making 
tm!Ia! payments of 90% of bills, followed later the remaining 

10?{. _when inspection notes and receipts were 
subm!ltcd. TllCy considered that the 10'}(, retention was 
necessary to safeguard their own interests and, provided con
tract~rs complied with all necessary formalities, did not think 
that lt need occasion undue hardship or injustice. 

(2) Delays in Payment :-As contractors com-
plained of very serious delays in payment of tlJcir 
bills, particularly of the final J 0'',',. ln where resort had 
to be made to c~ca.lator clauses the delays were very serious, 
for Government msJsted on a meticulous examination of price 

cl~an?es. by cost. _accountants and a prolonged correspondence 

:as'r~~a~sc~eccssary before prices could be finalised. Similarly, 
ha: al of_ co~respondcncc was necessary when there 
b bce_n late dehvcncs and extensions in delivery dates had to 
/ ?bt~med .. The Chamber therefore sum;ested that some time 
~~i~,~uch as two months from the date on which goods were 

anc over, should be fixed for of final bills ; that 
c~rrcspondencc eonc:rned with the of rices and 
p.iymcnt of final bills should be pl· d . h p 
ponsible officers who could 1. . . ace m I e hands of res
and that counter-checkin akc PJOillpt and definite decisions ; 
~hould be reduced to a g Govc_rnr_n_ent cost accountants 
cl;mses wo k d . . P.tr!Jcularly where escalator 
were d r e . ~n a sJm~lc formula or where price changes 

control~~ :~at~:~;,~~~~ry lllcrcases in wages or in the cost of 

Government made no c .· . 
!Jroposals. They stated t!Jal o;1Cc~smn 111 principle to these 
tip correspondence but . 1 1 

1 ley would do their best to speed 

limit within which bills ~:~~~d ~~t n~~~~r~lntc~ any definite time 
of escalator dau~es tr. . -: · w/n!c, on the question 

' Jey ma!ntamcd that chcckiJJg by cost 

~--------------------~~-.----
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accountants was already kept to the minimum. Their owh 
suggestions for reducing delay were that contractors should 
always be careful to submit their bills complete with all 
necessary documents ; that the formal consent of 
departments for extensions in delivery dates should obtained 
before Jinal 10';{, bills were submitted ; that contractors should 
promptly settle their outstandings on other accounts where 
recoveries were due to Government ; and that purchasing 
departments should be promptly informed when receipt certifi
cates were not available within a reasonable time in order that 
they could expedite action by the consignee. 

(.)) Local Deliveries : -Delays in payment were particularly 
severe in the case of goods delivered locally, as for Instance to 
the Howrah Genera! Stores, for transmission to upcountry 
consignees. Here there was no 90"'/, and J 0';:, system of payment, 
the local consignees only kutcha receipts, and payment of 
the full 1 oo·;:, bills always to wait on the issue of final 
receipts by the ultimate The Chamber urged that 
Government should do to expedite the issue of final 
receipts and that, in the meantime, to give contractors temporary 
relief, 90',\', payments should be made on the basis of the kutcha 
receipts issued by the local consignees. At the end of the year 
this proposal was still under negotiation with Government. 

(4) Delivery Dates :-Government continued their practice 
throughout the year of insisting that contractors should quote 
definite delivery dates in their tenders, even though the circum
stances of supply or shortugcs of raw materials frequently made 
it impossible for them to guarantee a specific date : the 
consequence was that requests for extensions were made the 
more common, with the resultant delays in payment described 
above. The Chamber urged that, where delivery depended on 
circumstances outside the supplier's control. Government should 
11ot insist on the quotation of definite delivery dates. Govern
ment, however, would not forego this demand and maintained 
the view that contracts were not legal unless they did contain 
a definite date for fulfilment, that they found !hat where specific 
dates were quoted they did ln fact obtain better deliveries and 
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that insistence on definite .dates was necessary to protect them-
selves suppliers who gave false quotations merely to 
obtain business. The most that Government would com-
mit themselves to was that extensions in delivery would be 
granted when suppliers applied in time and produced evidence 
that the delays were genuine and outside their controL 

(J) Price Variation Clause:- From time to time the 
Chamber urged during the year that price variation clauses 
should take into account not only the changes in f.o.b. prices 
but also the consequent variations in insurance and freight. 
Again Government would make little or no concession. They 
stated llmt wlJCrevcr they preferred to have firm prices 
in their contracts that these n1riations were in <my case 

normally so small that they would not justify special provision 
and that allowance for them would merely entail greater delays 
in the finalisation of bills. As a special case, variations in 
freight rates were permitted because of the unsettled conditions 

of the carrying trade, but even then Government would prefer 
wherever possible to have firm prices. 

· (G) ·War Risk Insurance :-Government's reply to the 
~h<u~ber\ request that should be prepared to accept war 
m:k 1_nsurancc at the option was that, as a matter of 
pn:Jclple, they would not carry marine or war risks on goods 

~vh 1~_h had n~~ actually pas~ecl into their ownership. As a 

~~~1~~~oco.nc~sswn,_ they wo~lcl admit war risk provided that the 
:Js a~ the lime of shipment were such as to justify it and 

~:~~L:h:; \~:~0:1;:~~ission was tak~n. 1~1 the eve1~t of a serious 

1 :, despatchmg area 111 which case 

~~e: r;:~~~~su~~ . with for th~ acceptance of 
. . ancc, I! would up to representative trade Asso· 

Cifi(JOJlS to 
genera[ acceptance of the insurance by 

of their members. 
Government on 

h (i") Exchange Variation Clmt5·c :--Because of the fact 

~x~~a~:cv:~r~~~t w~uld n~t always ugrce to the insertion of 
when t!Jey ~i: ~on c ~uses Jn contracts for imported stores. and 

agree mtroducecl clauses which did not satisfac· 
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torily cover the liability, the Chamber urged the 
adoption or a clause and obtained. Government's 
agreement that. if suppliers insisted and specified the fact in tlJCir 
tenders. would consider the insertion of the following 

(8) Shortages :-The Chamber protested strongly against 
Government's practice of holding suppliers liable for in 
consignments which were delivered f.o.r. and held the 
liability was the carrying company's or the consignee's. Govern-
ment however. while that there was no on the 
supplier in cases where or damage was purely 
to the carrying company, maintained that when the case was 

not thus clear-cut it was incumbent upon the to 
provide evidence that the had been properly and 
in good condition at the of despatch. 

(.IJ) Sales Ta.r :-Very 
culty in recovering sales tax from 
Government considered that tax had been 

refused to pay and held that it was the respon-
to contest the assessment by the State Government. In 

this latter respect Government maintained. correctly, that sales 
tax was a tax upon the seller, that the assessing Government was 

not concerned with recoveries from the buyer and that ir the 
matter went to Court the Central Government would therefore 
lwve no locus standi and the seller was the only party who could 
dwllenge the assessment. On the principle of paying 
sales tax where it was properly Government inserted 
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an additional clause into their invitations to tender calling upon 
coniractors to state in their tenders whether sales tnx was 

payable over and above the tender price ; it was not necessary 
to quote the exact amount o[ sales tax but the fact of its being 
additional lwd to be stated. 

}n cases where goods were delivered locally for consignment 
upcountry, the Sales Tax authorities in West Bengal would not 

accept the kutcha receipts issued by the local consignees as 
evidence of the fact that the goods were going outside the St<Jte 
lind consequently made sales tax assessment which, however, the 
ultimate consignees would not accept. The Chamber urged that 

some kind of arrangement with regard to these local deliveries 
should be made by the Centrnl and State Governments ; but the 
subject hnd not been finally set!lcd by the end of the year. 

{W) Delay and lrrl!gularity in th!! Placing of Contracts :
The Chamber objected strongly to the increasingly frequent 
practice in Government of calling for tenders and 
tl1en either cancelling the and issuing a fresh call or 

asking tiJC contractors to keep their tenders open beyond the 

final date. The Government that this practice was 
undesirable as detracting from sanctity of the tender system 

and stated that they had drnwn the renewed attention of their 
purchase organisations to rules prohibiting the scrapping of 
tenders and the extension of tender dates. 

Payment of Bills for goods supplied to the Govern
ment of undivided Bengal.-As stated in the report for 1951, 
although many of the bills which had been pending before the 
Application Committee since 1948 had been disposed of, there 
still remained a number of claims either awaiting the scrutiny 
of the Application Committee or final payment by the Govern

ment of East Bengal. Early in 1952, informnl discussions 
were resumed between the Indian and Pakistan Governments 
on their respective financial obligations but unfortunately 
nothing came of them. On further enquiry, the Chamber 
ascertained that the Application Commi!lce had not met for 

over a year in the absenc"e of tlJe East Bengal member and that, 
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'Jftcr the abandonment of the financial negotiations between 

~he Government of India and Pal\i~tan in 1951, th.e ·G~~crn
mcn of Inclb had recorded that in the nbsence of .sal!~fdctory 

ammgcmcnts wi:h th~ Pakistan Govern~~~~:~~~ ~~~~~:~ore they 

were to be ;:~~:~ l~~l d~;.der the Finance Depar!r~ent or the 

~~:~~~~ ~~11:,.,al ~overnment. In view of this . 11 appear~d 
that thcre<;>wns very little the Chamber do Ill th~ mat~cr 
an'd thnt it was therefore up to those member-; .\''h~sc cl:nms h,Jd 

been satisfied to take such legal as mrght be 

in protection or their intcrc~t~ .The .. · 

took the opportunity of a mceti.ng \VIll? the' lli~h \~l~lm~;Otl~~: 
.. lndi't in Pakist:lll to c;..plmn to hun the :uns.llp 

:~iuc~im; fm· tho>e >orrlie<·; who lu>el bcoo woitmg leu· P;Y~'"" 
for nenrly rive year~ and a~kcd. him .to u~e lm go~d hoos~\~itlr~ 
getting the~e claims settled. cspecr~lly 111 the c.asc ol I w.ith the 

passed by the Applicntion C'ommltt~c anc~ ~u.:~in' report, 
E·!sl llcnual Government. At the tune ol WI g . the 
t;;c Chan;ber i~ llmible to report nny runher progress 1l1 

mat!er 

. . an Trade Agreements.- The recession in 
Indm-Palnst . , ·i· 11 in the early part 

India's internet] and ovcr~C:Is tretdc, ~~p<.:c .'\ y f tradin<> arr:~nge-
of the ycnr. :1ddcd iJ.11por1~n~~ l::l./1\c ~~~let~~~ t~nni,mlti~n' o~ the 
ments between lmlln ant '1 ' 1 ~ .. ll. ,.,., utlincJ in last year's 
J95J Trnde Agreement. whose Jciim \\o.:lc o .. , on the 

rcrort. Shortly hcforc the ag,;ecm~~~~c\c\~:\~ dtt~~ l::, ;~~~~ugust-
30th June-- it was sub~equcntl? c:-.tc I A:.~ochted Chambers of 

the Centred Go;'en.~m:nt c·~nsi•:~lct~ll.:llethcssCh.ambcr asked its 

Commerce of llllli,: ,J,nd ~ssociations for opinions on those 
members and conncc!..:d . ·, 1 · llernst to them 
a~pccts of trade with Pakiqan ol ~nccl.l u .... 

. . IT ·]e,l ·m opportunity of drawing 
, This rc~rc~en~.'lt~on ~~s~~~11:Hof ;he proccdurnl dinkult~es 

Governments ,\ttcn:.1 ~ 11 . tinder the 1951 arrangement, desp1te 
thnt had .l~ccn cxpell~nc.ed ·or unrestricted movement of certain 
the prov1s1on made 111 11 1 .·,~ Por inst:ITlCI', tr:1d1' 
ponds CAclJangctl bctWCL'll the two COilllttJe 

JJC--1(1 
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cargo handled by the Inland Steamer Companies had 

held up on several occasions because the Customs officials 

of both countries could not agree about the of certain 

commodities and the need for a uniform, description 

of each commodity covered by any new agreement was clenrly 

indicated. Again, no imports of )Xlper on civilian account were 

allowed by the Pakistan Government. although under the Agree" 
ment, 6.000 tons of paper were to be exported from India. On 

the other hand, the India Government restricted exports of 

certain kinds of paint to Pakistnn in spite of the fact that the 

paint industry and trade was in a position to offer supplies to 
Pakistnn on favourable terms. These and other examples of 

were cited to show how trading rdations 
with ndvantage to both countries. 

As regards imports from Pnkistan, the Chamber wns of 
course vitally interested in ihe quota allotted to India 

under any reviser\ agn:ement. Of the 25 bales agreed for 

from Pnkistan under the 1951 Agreement, only about 17 
bales hnd been by Indio up to the end of May 

last, for the reason in tlJC Jil'cvious months Pakistan jute 
Iamke! in Calcutta had been uneconomic at the price 
levels nml purchases had to be suspended. The never-

theless recommc-:1ded that a simi!nr quota of 25 lakh bales, 

plus the balance outst•1nding from the last quota, should be 
arranged with Pal;istan ; but for handling through ordinary 

lrnde channels, as t!w Government to Government deal of 
1951-52 had not been found ~atisfactory. 

The 1952!1953 India/Pakistan Trade Agreement which 
eventually emerged was mndc operative from the 8th Aul!.ust 

1952to the 30th June 1953. The chief difl"crcnces between lhis 
and earlier arrangements were lir~tly, that trnde between the 

two countries was not confint:d to the commodities listed in the 

s~IJC~Iule, <lS both ~overnments agreed that licences issued by 
et~her of them ~or Imports or ex pons from and to sterling or 

(:l.le_r _sof: cm:cncy cc.lllntrics ~hould be valid for Tncli: or 
[ aklstan, .ts the mtght he. Secondly, neither jute nor coal 

\ 
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were covered by the A~~t..:enwnt ; :dlhough coal :,upplies to 

Pakistan continued under w/ /roc arrangemenb. Provi~ion wa~ 

m<tde in the Agreement for exporh t\l Pakistan of ccrtam ty~c~ 
of iron and stcc!, millvay material and machinery and lor 

imports of hides and skins from P:1ki~tan .. lkt:,·:~n _Jul~, _and 
October of the year under rniew the v;!luc ol !ndt,\ s cxpmb to, 

eAceedcd that of imports from l'akbtan by R~. 3 crurc~ 

The Five Year Plan for i.he Oil Industr~.-··. Durit.l~ 19~2 
the Bengal Chamber with its c_onsiderablc 011. mtcrests_ w.t~ 

asked. to comment on the d1·aft hve Year Plan lor the _odsecd 

industry, published by Government umlcr the au:ptces. t~f 
the Central Oibecds Committee and the ~ubjet:t ol prchm~
nary discu~~ion <lt the mcetit:g of that Committee i_n_ Octob_cl. 

The plan has been devised wtth the doubk object ol m~re:1s~ng 

the oilseed prmluction in up-country area~ in PH_kr to mcre~tse 

the "per capita" consumption or oil _for tlw lnd.tan yoptdat~ot~ 
and of enlarging where possible the village cru~hmg Jnd:t~tl:Y as 

an aspect of Jndian coll:l£C indu~try .. The plan make~ J_ncJdcn-. 

tal provbions for the improvcJ distnbution and mar~ctmg _o,l 

oilsceds and touches on the standard contract form •. raJ! an~ ~c,t 
transportation or oil and various other aspetls ol the mtllmg 
industry which have Cllf}lgcd the .tttention of th.e Bengal Cham

ber in the p:t~L The Chamber has not yet had tunc to formulate 

its views on the plan. 

Stnndard Con1.rncts for Oils and Oilscerls. In 1950 

the Chamber took up the i\sc;ociated ~'lmml~crs tl~e 
proposal to embody in the contracts for (:Jbceds dm~\-1~ 
up by the Ministry of A:;-riculture a clm~se ~ompellt~lg,!h,e par\Jes 

to a contract to accept anal_ysis by spccml license:[ dll.tl)s!s. ~.1~ 
that occasion the Chamber ravoured the rctcnttt.m. of analy.sts 

on the present basis, namely through Chambers ol. COJ~mleJec 
and Associations employing recognised analysts of thea· own 

choice. 

During 1952. a further 

dated Chambers on behalf of 
Adviser, Govl!rnmcnt of india, 

was instituted hy the /\•;so
Marketing 
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S.JJA'nq, and ~ellt::rs nf oilsccds should il<<Vc the facility o( 
the services of imkpcmlent and duly authorised <111:\lysis for 
ccrtif~ing the quality on delivery."' TJw Clnunbc:r approached 
oi_lsccds interests in the CalctrUa area wlw were unanimously 
oJ the opinion that the existing facilities for the anal.ysis or 
oilsceds and oils were adequate and that buyers and sellers did 
not require the service of any agency for analysis prescribed or 
impos~d by Government. The Chamber accordingly ;rdvised 
!he Drreetorate of ,'Marketing and lmpcction that cxistinn 
in~titutions for this the West Bcng;~ 
0Jlsceds and Oil Trade formed under the auspices 
o( tl~c Indian Central Oilsectls Commi!lee, representing 
duccJs, traders. crushers and exporters, should not be 
in their working by any wch additional machinery. 

In~an Central Oil Seeds Committee.- The Committee, 
on wh1ch the Chamber is n:prescntcc! through the Associated 
Ch,~mbcrs, JJC!d its two meeting~ on 17th March and 4th October 
durmg. 1952. In the course of the earlier meeting of the 
Co~un_Jttcc and it~ Marketing Sttb·Committce, special emphasis 
was htJd on the tram port of oils and oilsecds by rail and sea and 

on the and duties levied, particularly on ground-
nut and . During the October meeting a considerable 
:rurnber of llems were placed on the agenda at the particular 
mstancc of the Bengal Chamber, the reduction of 
expor~ duty on linseed oil, castor and mustard oil ; the 
need_ ~-or exportation of oil-ca_ke tluring the olf.scason ; and 
provrston of facilities for exporting edible oib in bulk from 

:he ~or_t. of ~ak:utta. These subjects were ftt!ly discussed and 
.tpp!opiJHte Jccommcndation~ made to Govcmment. 

the ~~~~it~,o~e -Pfooi'l, Enquiry Committee.- -Jn March 1952 

lndia were ~~k:(~ tot 11: As;'il~;iat~tl Chan.lbcrs of Commerce of 

mittce, Ministry of b . ~~~\~_Mote Food Enquiry Com-
on a questionnaire Y'~Ot\v:u.~lrng any comments they had 

lion. Those Chamber mcn~~~;~s v\~'; 1?_us a_spec.(i; ~f food pro~luc· 
in up·country districts and were 'tl:;ch lldd tJadmg conncetwns 

' c to observe the handicaps 
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and the :tgrictrltural community were a~hcd to forward 
their on this enquiry. The Chamber's comments 
rellectcd the viewpoint of commercial llnn~ with direct 
interests in agriculture which were qualilied to review ~ympathc-

of farming techniques and the u~c of scicntiJie 
in agriculture. 

The Chamber reviewed briclly the problem~ of (a) land 
improvement ; (b) manures and fertilisers ; (c) sclwmcs for 
mea~uring crop ,yields per acre ; (rf} agrarian finance ; and 
k) the gencwl problems or Indian agriCLtlturc in the light of the 
recommendations of the Five Year Plan. 

On the whole it deplored the uneqwtl usc of tractors and 
the uneven employment of ammonia and chemical fcrtili~er in 
diJferent districts. The Chamber commented incidentally that 
Government had hitherto tended to concentrate on securing 
adequate distribtttion of fertili~cr~ but in the current situation, 
Government should now proceed to encourage both large and 
~mall landholders in the regular application of fertilisers in the 
interests of increased crop yield and educate them in the 
little understood techniques of applying scientific manure~. 

The report of the 
I :151 and proved to be a 

Committee \Va~ published in June 
guide to State Governments. 

national organisations and tho~c of the trading community 
intere~ted in the manufacture, import and distribution of goods 
for the usc of cultivators. 

The Press Commission_·-The Press Commis~ion set up 
by the Central Government on the Jrd October for enquiry into 
the Stale of the Pre~s in india and to and 
rutttre lines o( development. a~kcd the of 
Commerce of India for commerlb and 'uggcstions that would 
a~sist in framing a detailed On the Chamber's 
part no views were oJfcred as 

advertising bodies of 
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it wa~ decided. cot1kl he added hy the Chamber to thci1 
comments :1t that stage of the ent]uiry. 

The Press Commission's questionnaire has been received 
since tlJC close of the year and is at pre~cnt being examined. 

Sect;mdary Education Commission.-Two rcpre~cnta-

tive~ of the Chnmher before the Secondary Education 
Commission when it Calcutta towards the end of Novem-
ber to discuss the gucstio:1 of commercial education. The 
Commission which was by the Government of India, 

of Education 1952, was examining. among other 
aspects their the possibilities or adv;mced ~cconJary 
education of a and practical kind which might result 
in improving the standard of clerical employees nvailabk to 
commercial and industrial concerns. 

Commercial and Industrial Holidays.-A~ the lJLK:stion 
of regulating lwlidays with a view to ull-111llia uniformity was 

one of the on the agenda of the 12th session of the 
Jndiun Labour and is now before the Standing 
Labour Committee, neither the Chamber nor the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of lndia pressed this matter on the 
Government of Jndi"n during 1952 as lwd been done in previm1s 
yenrs from the standpoint of the need for restricting and 
standardising holidays observed in industrial and commercial 
estublishments. As regards commercial holidays, the Negotiable 
Jnstrumcnts Act holidays declared by some State Governments 
for 1953 were slightly reduced, including those in West 

and knowing that the Central Government had at last 
prominence to this matler in correspondence with the S(ates. 
the Chamber made no further representations on this particubr 
point during the past twelve months. Reference is made in 

another of this report to tl1e subject of privilege, casual 

and leave under the Bengal Shops nnd Establish-
ments Act of Hllll to the \eleetion of postal holid.1ys in line 
with tl1e bank lwliclays ob~crvcd in West BengaL 

lt wa~ 
half-yearly 
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not be treated as holidays in commercial establishments 
generally since they arc only for the closing or bank5' accounts. 

The Clwmber prcl"errcd to wait for the outcome of the Standing 
Labour Committee's consideration of the general holidays 

before coming to a decision and meanwhile advised 
unless :1 business concern hnd to close on all N.LA. 

holidnys under n Tribunal nward or pny over-time, there was 
nothing to prevent offices other thnn banks from remnining 

open, although many estnblishments whose business involved 
the negotiation of document~ did not think it worthwhile to open 
on these days. 

Proposed formation of a Regional Body of Trade 
Organisations under E. C. A. F. E. nuspices.-At the 
E .. C.A.F.E. Conrcrence on Trnde Promition held at Singnpore 
during 1951, the formation of a Rcgionnl Tr<Jlle Organisation 
was proposed, the idea being that Chambers of Commerce nnd 
other commercial bodies in this region should be <lffiliated to it 
with the object of promoting trading rclntions and dis!ributing 
in[orm:Jiion on export estimates. 
price trends etc. o[ the 
Aswx:intcli Chnmbcrs of Commerce and was examined by 
the Chmnber and the Association~ connected with it ; but in the 

absence of <IllY specific infmmation on the :1dministrntion. 
financing :md other det:1ils of the working~ of the 
organisation, no dclinite views could be 
allitude to this proposal taken by the Associated Chambers o[ 
Commerce of India in replying to the Government of India's 
reference w<~s much the s<tme. The Chambers were not pre
pared to commit themselves until the proposal took more 
deflnite shape. They tlioughl it necessnry to mention, however. 
that the success of any such orgnnisation would largely depend 
on vohmt.1ry pnrticipalion by chambers and other associations 
having a genuine community of interest, otherwise it would 

serve no more useful than the associations and feclera-
lions of commercial already in existence. 

Consideration was given later in the ye.1r to the Govern
ment of India's request l"or comments on the agenda of the 
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second E.C.A.F.E. Trndc Promotion Conference taking plncc 
nt Manilla on the 4th March, 1953. The items to which 
allcntion was especially drawn were:--

(l) Statements by individual delegations on the trad~.: 
and market outlook. 

(2) Marketing rcscarcl1 ns an nid to trade 

{3) Methods of increasing exports. 

(4) Methods of improving trudc promotion machinery. 

The Chamber decided that it could contribute nothing to 
this preview of the Conference agenda which would not be 
covered by statements of delegates ~to the Commission on Asian 
and Far Eastern Affairs of the lntcrnational Chamber of Com
merce who were likely to attend the Conference. 

Promotion of warehousing 
the Department of Development and 

Bank of India requested replies to a on W<Jrc

housing, drawn up \\·ith the kk:1 of obtaining useful suggestions 
on ways and means of e~tablishinu. well modern \Vnre-
houses in the COtllltry which, by~ wasteful Jwndli11g, 
theft and detcriorntion of 

o[ 
and thus improving the whole 

create a convenient, <Jcceptable form 
credit could be obtained on reasonable 

of into this subject so far 
Enquiry Committee and other 

bodies concerned with it was given in an explanatory nole. These 
papers were rc!"erred to the A~sodntion~ connected with the 
Chamber, who'ie direct repli~.:s to the Reserve Bank indicated 

considerable inh:resL in the subject. They were nevertheless, 
inclined to the view that the enquiry could best be' dealt with on 
a regional basis by local producers of crops and local officials. 

Draft Convention for Facilitating the Import of 
Commercial Samples and Advertising Material ~ Draft 
Recommendations on Doeumentn.ry Requirements and 
Consular Formnlitios.--·ln .lunL: thr Chamber circlllnted to 
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members papers emanating from the Working Party appointed 
by the contracting parties to the General Agreement on Tari!Ts 
and Trade to examine and make recommendations on the 
International Chamber of Commerce's resolutions on (I) 
Customs treatment of samples and advertising matcrinl; (2J 
documentary· requirements for imports ; nnd (3) Consular 
formnlitics. 

The Clwmber, in replying to the Government of India from 
whom these papers had been received, ft1lly approveLI tllC terms 
of the Convention and the draft recommendations, 
but thnt the of items rccommemled for exemption 
from duties should give more prominence to materials 
used for <tdvcrtising purposes. Mention was made of articles 
hrnnded with the mnker's nmne or trade mark and therefore 
not marketable, 1110~c used for trials and for soliciting orders 
and those sent as gift tokens, such as pencils, ashtrays, paper
weights nnd the !il,c. Another item called to Government's 
<lttention \Vas cinenwtograph films required for demonstrations 
in schools, and Jirm~. These have to pay heavy duty 
although of and educational value, and seemed entitled 
to free entry under the Convention. 

Indian Standards Institution ; Enumeration of large 
numbers.- The various enumeration systems useiJ in lndin for 
statistical and documentary was the subject of D 

circular issued by the Indian Institution towards the 
end of the yc<Jr with the object of eliciting public opinion on the 
question of whether there should be a standard system for India. 
Views were requested on the :dtcrnativcs of adopting (1) the 
Indian system ; (2) the U.K. or American system ; or (3) the 
Inclinn system for currency and one of the two \\/estern systems 
for nli other enumerations. 

As this enquiry wns widely circulated, it was left to Asso
ciations in the Chamber to express their opinions direct, wt1ilst 
the Chamber, on its own behalf, supported retention of the 
present system for enumeration in nil contexts. 

HC-1! 
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International Statistical Conference. -It will be 
recalled that meetings of the International Statistical Organisa
tion were held in New Delhi and Calcutta in December 1951. 

Tn his as Prcsidcnt of the Associated Chambers of 
the President of the Bengal Chnmber was 

Commillcc for the Conference. In 
the Government grant Jor the Conference, 

it was that Clwmbcr members might be willing to con
trib_utc !?wards the cost of the Conference since man~ of the 
fOfJJ_cs_ discussed at the had an important bearing on 
statls!Jcal and economic closely related to business 
developments. As the result of a generous the sum 
of Rs. 15.()50/- was eventually subscribcJ to Org.:~nising 
Cornmil!cc fl"Olll the Bengal Chamber. 

At present it is understood that exemption under section 
15B of tl:c Indian Income Tnx Act, which is generally confined 
to donatiOns 10 cducntiona! institutions, is not applicable to 
tlJCsc contributions. 

Regislmtion of Trade Marks in Pakistan.-Two trade 
m:u:k questions were the .subject of a reference from a member 
dunng February : they were : -· 

{ 1) :vhetller it is possible for <l company with no ollkc 

li1 Pakistan to apply for registration of trade mnrks 
there ; 

(2) if registration in these circumstnnccs is permissible

Wll~ther. nrrnn,!!cmcnts could be made to remit the 
regJstr:ttwn fcc. 

to a The Cham.bcr's .enquiries di~closcd that there was no bar 

even thounh ~~~.pilymg~or trade mark in Pakistan 

Marks ha~ had ~n:~; o tc~ th~re ; in fact 

and elsewhere. ;or ~~~Jlr~~~~:~~~c~ro~1~ ~o~:1_Jl:~n~es i~ the U.~. 
cation would probably hnvc to be mal\ci~,L<;tldlion_Jccs, npplt
but auLhorised agents of the B·m]· ' 0 the Reserve Bank ; 

lwndle the matter ancl give all' n~c~~~~~:-~ ~~~~~:~~ss be able to 
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West Bengal National Volunteer Porco :Prevention 
of Armed Robbery.-In the reporL for 1951, mention was 
made o[ various scheme;:, to overcome the i~;cidence of robbery 

in commercial establishments. The scheme mo>L feasible and 
acceptable to member intcrc~ts was tln: cnrolmcnt o[ th~: security 
stall of lirms in the West Bengal Volunteer Puree, which had 
been worked out between the Chamber" of Commerce 
and the Commissioner of Police. purpme wac. Lo train the 

by firms in the usc or Jirc-mms and the 
of military discipline. Firms which had earlier 

expressed intere"t in the sdlemc were accordingly 
in Arri! with a more detailed rlan fm the training of 
and ward "tafT and their ~ub~ctJuent ~:nrolmcnt under certain 
specilleLl conditions in the West Ueng;Jl National Volunteer 

Force. 

The demand for trainees was not heavy. lt was asccrLained 
that several lirms were reluctant to spm1sor and contribute to 
the scheme on account of the conditions attached. 
the Chamber made enquiries from the Commissioner of 
In particular, it suggested that the requirement that "a "hare 
of the cost of the construction of an armoury and expenditure 

relative to the protective measures of the 
by the finn", wa~ rather extreme in view of the 
it was honed to achieve. Government subsequently 

drop this provision. 

Later, on being approaclKd by the Commissioner of Police, 

Calcutta, Lhc Chamber warned those uf its members likdy to be 
inlcrested of the importance of ensuring that security 
mcnts were efficient. In the case of the armed hold 
Gariahat Road, which had occurred a short while before, 
investigations had revealed slackness which l1ad led to several 
deaths and the Commissioner was anxious thai there should be 
bet!er attention Lo the di~ciplinc and arming of ~ecmity stall'. 

The Mayo Hospital. i'vlcmbers were approached in 
the year in connection with the financial needed by 
Mayo Hospital-the olckst institution of its in Calcutla ~ 
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and t~w proposal mack through one of the Chamber's repre

scnta!Jvcs on the Governing Body of the hospital that employers 
who were not already doing so and who wished to ensure 

a_ccommodation and treatment for their s!<Jll's, might "adopt" 

hen beds at the annual charge of Rs. 2500!3000!- per bed. 
As a result of this first reference, ten additional lien beds were 

l_ak_c:1 up, making it possibk for the Hospital to oll'cr this 
lacJ!J!y at the lower rate o[ Rs. 2,000 per bed and to include in 
these terms fr_cc X-rays, and simple medicines. On 
tlJC latter basis the brought the scheme to the notice 
of members a ~ccond time towards the end o[ 1952 so that 

~:~~:c wlw J_wd not been able to take advantage of it in the 

o[ mJgh~ :·cconsic_l~r. the matter _in view of the c!illlcu!!y 
hospl!al facJIJtJes for stall" In Calcutta just now. 

mrm~~~lC~l~~ponse up to date indicates fresh interest in the 

ro Propose~ site ~f. the City CivilCourt.-Reports of a 
~- ,~o~l-whJch was_ sub~cqucntly dropped-that a new City 

in~~ by ~~;rt ~c. r.;s~,~~hshcd at informally enquired 

others con~cr~~::\-~ "1 ~eca~1 ~.?. _t!JC to firms and 
outside the city <u~r.;<~ \/o .tlls.e fJOJ~l ll_lC location of this Court 

· · ' \e Ch,unbcr WJI! probably support tlle 
~/'pos~tJ~n of tl:c legal community to the choice of such a site if 

\ere IS ,my fUtther move in that direction in future. 

mad~~y ~~~~~cti~ns. : Delay at Madras.-The attempt 

C<_llcutta·Colomb~m n~~~::1 !~~:~d~~e~bri~; ab?:1t a ~~wnge in the 
Arrways India Ld. ha~ not so hr , Aa ~~J.dt,\ Ld. and 
_report explained that passengers 'rrotbem, ~ucccsslul~ The 1951 
Ill the reverse direction wcrr.; forced ~:) CJ~cutta t~ Colombo aud 
owing to lack of co-onlination of 5l:<..:nd_ a mght at Madras 

f· , !hr.; An·ways Companies· 
IOlll Caictt!la, Colombo and Bombay. The 

been sought, informed 
that neither oJ' these com" 

alter their sclwciules so as to 

He had noted the Chamber's 

requirements, however. and promised to meet them if future 

developments :~!lowed. 

Requisitioning of residential accommodation in 
Calcutta.-The last rdcrr.;ncc to this question was made in the 

J 950 report. 

The case on which thr.; Chamber based its protest to the 
Government of West Bengal during J 950 against the requisi
tioning of residential accommodation for Government usc~ had 
ftrrther attention when it was reported in September 1952 that 
after two years. rent due from Government was still unpaid 
whibt modillc<ltions in the requisition agreement were 
llnder An in[urrnal approach to the Revenue 

Dr.opartnwnt made some eighteen months ago was helpful in 
obtaining Government's reasons ror requisitioning the Hal in 
que~tion and clarifying their gr.;ncral attitude to the rights of the 
public in the matter of accommodation in Calcutta. and since it 

that ncce~sary haLl been done: to establish 
Clwmbr.;r's <llld to ensure compensation to the 

owners of the flat, the subject was drQpped for the time being 

Tn recently asking the Secrctnry of the Revenue 
to as~i~t iu up Government's formal 
modified agreement, which had been before the Depart-
ments concerned for sixteen months, the Chamber acted on the 
assumption, ju~tilicLl by the assurance given the year, 
that Government would be willing to hear the and 
sympathetically consider the problems of property owners. 

Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan :Chair of English.-· 
Tl1e for 1951 stated thatlhe Chamber had informed the 

of the Viwa-Dharati that they would 
contribute towards the c:xpcnscs of a of English to be 
rounded 11t the University for a foreign incumbent and had been 
able to promise, through the oll"c:rs of support from its 
members. 10 ~ubscribe Rs. annually for 5 years from 
the foundation of the Chair. The Chamber wns gratilied to 

fu:t ____ .,_ 
F.'r:i •• 'Jft.."ll&M ____ iftiii_,,iliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiioiiiiiioo _________ ..,.. .... __ _ 



I 86 l 

receive inJun~ 1952 a letter from 1-f.E. the Governor of West 

~;:;a~:prcssmg ]Ji~ appreciation of this gesture in the following 

"I am exceedingly glad to see the report that the Benn·J 
Cl_Iambcr of _Commerce has decided to finance ~~c 
_VJsva-Bha_rat_r for the creation of a Chair for En!!lish 
.tt an appwxunatc cost of Rs. 10,000/- per annt~m." 

"I must congratu_late yourself and other members of y 

C_harnbcr fOI this laudable move which, I am ~~~~~~ 
WJl! be appreciated by the of Iudia 
and go a long W<J.Y towards tlw popu-
larity of your Chamber., 

one ~~n~~lr~c~c;u~st of the CJ.Ii\'t:rsity, the Chamber appointed 
L d . o del on the mtervicwinn panel which met in 

on on dunng 1952 to choose a s·Jit·tbl "' 
post. As a result of 11 1 . ~ '. Y person for the 
sity in November 19~~ c ~!JbcratiOIIs this Pand, the Univer-

- announced tlw appointment to the 
of IVfr. Roy North--a decision in which the 

that the Chair will be inau~uratcd 
from the Chamber ~vii! be 

Rs. 10,000 a year for ~l~~writics: The ~hamber's guarantee of 

subscriptions promised furl IS _n~t qUJte fully covered by the 
will be welcomt!d. hei support on a moderate scale 

in 
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Company Lnw Committee Report.~Re[erence was 

metde to this important subject in the 1950-1951 reports. With the 
of the Report of the Company Law Committee 

M:1rch of 1952, the first stage in the and intricate 
enquiry initiated by the Government of Indi<J in 1949 pro
posals for <~mending the Indian Companies Act was brought to 
n close. The Compzmy Law is an outstanding document, 
which lucidly nnalyses the and demerits of the present 
structure of company management in India and recommends 
improvements designed to prevent unscrupulous practices, while 

freedom for the operation of honest managements with
out restriction or harrassment. The drafting of legislation 
on the basis of the Committee's recommendations and the com
ments received on them is now understood to be in 
though it is still doubtful whether the Bill will be ready 
duction in the legislature during the 1953 Budget Session. 

Appreciation of the valuable work don'! by the Committee 
and the general was expressed by 
the Chmnbcr opening the commentary on the Report for-
warded to Government at the end of May, 1952. As measures 
for closing loophoples in the law which give scope for mal
practices have been constantly supported by the Chamber 
throughout this enquiry, the recommendations for inspection and 
investigation in connection with company meetings and proceed
ings were e~pecially welcome, :1s also the scheme proposed for 
the central administration of the Companies Act nnd the estab
lishment of a Centrnl Stntutory Authority. To this extent the 
proposnls were acceptable ; but a~ wi11 have been noted from 
the text o( the memorandum issued to members on the 30th 
May, the Chamber made it clear in the following terms that it 
would be dangerous to exceed the restrictions suggested. 

-~------:_-,-________________ ,..,._.. ___ _ 
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In a circular to. members isstlcd on the 9th October the 
Chamber dre:v attcn~wn to a recent decision of the Bombay Hinll 
Comt rcmovmg a director o[ a company from his dircctorsh~ 
;or contravention of section 86F of the Indian Companies Aci 
t __ was lJc!d that_thc section imposed a disability on ,; 

dncctor, prccludmg him from entering contract for the 
s~le, purchase, or sHpply of goods and with the com-

p<~ny ~n~l i!-Jcrcforc the purchase of a tin of glJce from the com

of 01 1_15 own bc~Jcfit was in this case an offence in terms 

membe;:c~~o~hc !J:e~;re;v. of thi~ decision the Chamber warned 
. . . 01 cnsunng tllal at every Board meeting 

s,JnctrOJ.l IS a~c~rded to contracts entered into by a 

been entered . ctorn: Wllhm the purviC\\ of section 86F, and have 
m o srncc the date of the preceding meeting. 

The ciTect of this technical 
the 1952 Annual General 
of Commerce of India. The 
mously adopted as a result :-

Chambers 
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The Ministry of Finance, to whom were sent the terms of 
the resolution and the debate leading up to it, said in reply that 
the Association's suggestion would be considered when the Indian 
Companies Act was being revised. 

The Indian Companies (Amendment) Bill, 1952.-
Certain necessary chnngcs in law, which Government 
have thought fit to introduce before whole of it is rcframed 

generally safeguarding the interests of from the 
effect of company mismanagement. The 1951 report recorded 

the Chamber's general of this measure and the 
assistance given to as well as to Government, in 
working out the procedural details. Similarly, the amendments to 
section 9 J B of the Act incorporated in th~ Indian Companies 
(Amendment) Act, 1952, were regarded as generally beneficial 

to well-conducted commercial and industrial concerns and were 
given the Chamber's full The object of this legislation 

was to remove difficulties to be by certain 
foreign companies incorporating public companies in 
India, under agreement with the Government o[ India, in cases 
where directors of such companies would be employees of the 

foreign companies. 

Import Trade Control.-(/) Import Policy :-As in the 
past, importers were put to serious trouble and difficulty by 
reason of changes in Government's licensing policy 
following on flttcttwtions in the foreign exclwnge 
position. At the beginning of the yenr the balance of trade 
was not unsatisfactory ns compared with earlier periods and 
import licensing policy for the first six months was therefore 

llC-12 
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relatively libcrnl. During that period, however, the country's 
foreign . showed a marked diminution, owing mainly to 
a .rcductJOn the volume and prices of exports, and by th~ 
nmldlc of the year it seemed inevitable that Government would 
~lace. severe restrictions on the scale of imports. When the 

llccnsmg for the second half of the year was announced 

the . were indeed severe : nwny items which h:lli 
prcvwusly been on Open General Licence for both dollar and 
soft currency sources were removed from the dollar Q.G.L., 

t~c period of validity of licences was in mnny cases reduced to 
stx montlts and, most serious of alL there was no announcement 
of licensing policy for a wide range of important commodities. 
Jn the latter respect it was understood that Government were of 
the opi.nion that the country lJCld adequate stocks of the goods 

for whtch policy had been dcrerred, but nevertheless the effect 
was that for several months there was no liccn:.ing policy for 
these items nnd, as far as were concerned,~ the import 

tra\lc was at a standstill. policy for these catc" 
gones of goods was not announced until October and 
November and, when it did 

libc.r~l. Fortunately, the foreign exchange 

posHwn wl:icl.1 had made these restrictions necessary was 
corrected Wllhm a relatively short time and by the ]alter part 

~f tlJe year u :ufficicnt eqtli!ibrium had been achieved to warrant 
so~c :claxatlon. Accordingly. substantial concessions were 

:~~ ca~1~ 0t~J~c~~e:~ng for tllC first half of 1953, which 

writin' th d . De~cmbcr 1952. and at the time of 
g e Ira c Ill genern! IS reasonably well placed in the 

matter of the control over imports. 
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subsequent licensing periods when the imporh.:rs concerned wet\: 
applying for licences. In April this scheme was extended to a 
further range of important commodities and, while there was an 
initial burden in quotas in respect of which 

the onerous documenta

tion involved in obtaining import licences was consequently 
simplified and reduced in the long run 

A complaint made known by the Joint Chief Controller of 
Imports in Calcutta during the first half of the year was that 
licence applications were not submitted to his office at an even 
rate but tended to be crowded into the last week or two before 
the closing date, with the result that his office arrangements 
were seriously impuired and there were substantial delays in the 
bsue of licences. This matter, which was of concern equally to 

importers and to the 

and the explanatiotJ was given that in many cases 
deliberately delayed the submission of their licence 
because, licences being granted with a validity from 
their date of issue. they wished for their own bu~incss con
venience to obtain licences which would be dated as far ahead 
in the future as The answer to the problem seemed 
to be to give all for particular item common dates 
o[ validity, and accordingly the second baH of the year 
Government introduced the of naming, in respect of 
certain items, a :.pccific date on which all licences for those 
items would expire, irrespective of when they were issued. 
This was applied to a further wide range of goods in 
the announced for the fir~! lwlf of 1953. 

A procedural difficulty which has n!Tectcd Cakutta importers 
for many years has been their to submit extra copies 
of bills of entry as evidence of past in support of their 
licence applications ; the difficulty nrose of course from the 
fact that all copies of bills or entry issued by the Calcutta 
Customs were required -by the Customs, the Port : Com
missioners and the Reserve Bank-for one purpose or another 
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copy was left for usc in connection with liccncC 
In May this difficulty was to a certain extent 

resolved by Government's decision that the Customs Department 

in Calcutta would in future issue an additional copy of all bills 

of entry documentation in respect of past 
imports, would be prepared to accept 
as evidence Customs duty receipts plus invoices attested by 

appraisers and I3ank drafts. Although this was a substantial 
and useful concession, the difficulty of producing evidence was 
not entirely removed as far as imports during earlier years were 

concerned, and later in the year importing interests connected 
with the Clwmbcr made a further proposal that the 

manufacturers' invoices stamped 

A minor but nevertheless useful procedural concession was 
Government's decision, embodied in the licensing policy for 

the iil:s't lwlf of 1953, that imponers, in sub~tantiating their past 
performances, should henceforth produce evidence of their 
past imports in only one instcad of two years. 

(.J) lmpoN Advisory Council :-The Import Advisory 
Council continued to play a very important part in the forma
tion of licensing policy and procedure. As previously, it held 
two mcetings during the year, the general intention being that 
its deliberations should form a basis for the preparation of 
licensing policy for the six-months immediately following. The 
Chambcr is not directly represented on the Council but, by its 
membership of the As~ociatcd Chambcrs of Commerce of India, 
who do have representation, it is able to bring its point of view 
to bear in the Conncil Meetings. 

During the year the Council was reconstituted on two 
occasions. The first reconstitution. which took place in March. 
was a result merely of the fete! that the Council ht1d becn in 
existence for three years anJ that it was therefore desirable to 

interests concerned a chance of nominating fresh personnel ; 

Chambers merely recommended the two previous 
incumbents, Mr. A. R MacGillivray of Calcutta and Mr. T. 1. 
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i·lurJson o[ Bombay. Later in the year. in Novcn;~er. t:IC 

Commerce Minhter decided to reconstitute the ~ounc~l ~g~un 

with a view to improving the rcprcsentati_on of rcgJ~nal mt.cn.:~ts, 

and smaller traders. On this occasion It was decrd_ed th.at the 
President of the A~sociated Chambers or his non:me_c shou,ld 
be a member e.t-of]icio and, since the reconst~t~ttwn was 
announced only very !>horlly before the Council s _seco~d 

mceting, 'Mr. _E. J Bcnja~nin_ of. O~lc~tt~.·~1:~Gi~l~vr~~~ 
President's IlOJlltnee on that o-.cctsron 'Mt. . . . . t"
the previous Calcutta representative, was under tins Jecons I 

tution a member Jirectly nominated by Government. 

TJ flrsl mcctino of the Council was held in Calcutta 01.~ t~Ie 
Ie .: , 1 . ~ obvious that time that the det_euma-

~Oth_Apul ,\nc. Jt \\as , vments would involve Import 
{!on Ill the balance !of P".. . lrllf yc·tr ·md that imports from 

rcstr~c~~~a~~ :~~~::ng\~Cl!~e e~~~~;~g to' be 'pa;ticularly sev~rel~ cut. 

the '. the Council were naturally unanimous m tccom~ 
Men~~crs t~\ eJTorts to balance the country's external payments 

nlien l~n~ :;~rected rather towards an encouragement of cxpot~ts 
s lOU c . but while Government agreed lll 
th~n _a prumng of ' not in fact obviate the general 

pnn~tp!e, . , , . . oscd in July. Among the subjccts 
restnetrons winch \\e!c 1111P f tl ·s meeting at thc 
which WCI'C included in the agenda o . ll 
iiistance of the Chamber were the followmg 

(a) Open Gcneral Licences with d~tc_s of expil'y 
were in many instances of too valld~t.y to covc_r 

goods which were subject to cxtende~ clehvert ·d~tes. 
Government's reply to the Chamber~ ~omp ,\md ~: 
this score was that extensions. of valtdJly woul , 

'd . ·pecific cases where nnpor!ers showed t!Mt 
7~~:~~~~cli~~r~ of which they had ordered was 

sttbjecl to dehtys. 
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users' requir~mcnts. ln view ol' i!Jc forc"oin" 

~i~~:s~~~c:~strictions, the Chamber's proposat' had 

(c) 1t was suggested that licences should be valid for all 

which fall under the head 
the Import Trade Control Schedule, 

the .trade to import whichever specific goods were 
demand. This was not accepted b.y Government. 

(d) 
regard to the steady rise in prices, the 

that should be based on 
Again, Government 

rejected this suggestion. 

Tlte second meeting of the Council took place in New Delhi 
on 3rd December and, in the light of the improvement in the 

~~~n~~o~! l~:~~~~~nts, _the for the im~ort trade were by 
. actoJy. Chamber agam put forward <t 

nu~tbcr of Issues of general interest, the more important of 
Which were as follows ; _ 

(a) Ob~ection was taken to the six monthly licensing 
penods and it was suggested that policy should be 
announced for longer periods, preferably of noi less 
titan one year. Government rejected this proposal on 

~:~: ~~~c~ntc: .that it would involve budgetary difficul

foreign tra~~~ they could not predict the course of 

({J) Tit~ Chamber comrlaincd 
penods of validity 
goods which were 
Government's reply Was 
be lipan 
of delays in 

about the inadequate 
to licences for many 
on long deliveries. 

that extensions would 
and on subslantia!lon 

(c) The Chamber su<>gestcd I . 
should be given o;~ortunit~c~at c'sta~hshcd. impo_rtcrs 
and introduce new lines . to expo~ncl thc1r bus mess 

and, for that purpose, 
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should not be treated as newcomers. Government 
agreed that in this connection established importers 
might be dealt with under the licensing scheme for 
sole agents. 

(1) Rc1•ision and reclassification of the Import Trade 
Col/fro! ·Schedule :-For many importers have been 
inyolved in difficulties owing to and misunderstandings 
about the correct classification of items in the Import Trade 
Control Schedule nnd on frequent occnsions the clearance of 
goods has been held the Customs because they challenged 
the importers' and consequently the validity of 
licences issued in respect of the relative goods. It was therefore 
welcome news when early in the year Government announced 
their intention of thorot1ghly overhauling the Import Trade 
Control Schedule. Towards the end of July they gave effect. 
to their intention by appointing Mr. P. M. Mukerji, until lately 
the Director of Commercinl Intelligence nnd Statistics, as an 
Officer on Special Duty for the purpose of drawing up a new 
Schedule. Unfortunately, it was originally Government's 
intention that the new Schedule should be 
tion at the commencement of the January/July period, 
1953, and the result was that insufficient time was allowed for 
the work, the Special Officer's appointment being in the first 
instance for a period of only six weeks. The Chamber took an 
early opportunity or impressing upon Government the need for 
allowing more time and for consulting fully the range of com
mercial interests likely to be affected. In the event, the Special 
Officer's appointment wns subsequently extended and at tl1e 
time of writing he is still in fact engaged on the work. 

The Special Officer commenced his task by publishing his 
terms of reference, describing the general headings which he 
intended to adopt in the new Schedule. nncl inviting sugggestions 
from the public. In due course the Chamber submitted a 
number of proposals which had been received from those of its 
members <mel connected Associations concerned with imports 
nnd then Inter forwarded comments on the draft schedule wltich 
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the Special Officer issued for opinion at the end of September. 
Pnrticular emphasis was laid on the need for co-ordinating the 

Import Trade Control Schedule with the Customs Tariff, since 
it was by the Tariff that the Customs Authorities were guided in 
permitting goods to be cleared through the ports and tllC 

difficulties wllich arose were mainly the result of the Customs 
disagreeing with tl1e Licensing Authorities as to classificaiion ; 

the Chamber's suggestion in this was tlmt the classifica-
tion in t]Je Customs Tarilf be shown opposite every-
item in the Import Trade Control Schedule. 

Later, at the beginning of January 1953 (Government having 

decided in th7 meantime that tllC new Schedule should not be 
introduced until the licensing period commencing in July) the 

Officer produced <t further dmft Schedule, <tmendments 
been made in his previous draft in the light of tl1c 

comments and suggestions he received. He issued at the same 

time a draft manual which showed the co-relation between items 
in the Import Trnde Control Schedule. the Customs Tariff and 
the offieialtrade statistics <~nd gave explanatory illustrations of 
the goods coming tmdcr the various items in the Import Trade 

Control Schedule. These documents were the subject of a 
meeting on 15th January between representatives of the Chamber 
nnd its connected Associ<ttions and the Officer on Special Duty. 
Again opportunity was taken of emplmsising the need for 

nllowing time for tflc preparation of the new Schedule 
and for importers a further clJ<lllCe of seeing the drnrt 

if necessary, discussing it with Mr. Mukerji. 
There the matter rests at the time of writing. 

('i) Cfas.l"ification of Ball Brnring1· rrp to 2 inch bore:

Difficulties of classification of the kind described above were 
instanced in the case of imports of bell! bearings, about which 
the Chamber found it necessary to submit a representation to 
the Central Board of Revenue in Hitherto ball bearings 
of up to 2'' bore had been under Item 71 of the 
Customs Tariff and had been ns~cssed to duty at the rate of 
3l!',',; ad vnlorcm; on the grounds that these ball bearings 
CQ\Jld be used in motor cars, the Customs held that they 
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should properly fall under hem 75 (!OJ (l"l nnd should eon~e· 

qucntly be subject to duty at the rate of 91 ~ ',. On complainh 
being received from affected members, the Chamber took 
the matter up with the Central Board of Revenue and 
represented that Item 75 ([OJ (r) cover-c~ only. b~arings 

"adapted" for usc in motor vehicles, thnt m pr<tctrcc Jt ~vas 

impos~iblc to tell <lt the time of import to wlu:t crr~-usc beanngs 
would be put and that, :.ince 75':,1 of bearmg rmports were 
destined for u . ..,e other than in motor vehicles. it was unfair that 
all should be a~sessed to duty at the higher rate. In view o[ 
the practical difliculty o( deciding if bearings were "adapted" 
for usc or would be used in motor cars, the Chamber 
urucd that the only fai1 was to allow them all to enter 
at~thc lower rate of duty under Item 71. Government's final 

decision in the matter has not yet been intimated. 

(U) flllporls of Tran.1mis.1ion Belling : At the Jir~t meeting 
of the Import Advisory Council the Chamber d~·e\~' Gove~·n

ment's attention to the serious shortage of transmtsslon belt1ng 
which had resulted from re~trictions on import~ and to the 
situation in wl1ich indu~try would find ibeH were imports not 
Jiberaliscd in the ncar future. No immeLii<~tc action was taken 
and the Chamber therefore put up a fully documented case [or 
a liberalbation of imports in June. Although it pointed out 
that the refusal to issue licences for cotton belting had 
indigenous prOducers a monopoly and had resulted in 
prices and a deterioration in qualit,y. the Chamber's memoran
dum was concerned mainly with hair belting and sought to 
~how, by figures o[ the country's requiremcnt_s and _of estimated 
indigenous that available stocks m lndta were very 
far from adequate for needs. As in tl1e ~nst _however, 
Government continued throughout the year to mamta1n severe 
licensing restrictions and the position remained diflicult. 

Export Trade Control : Export Adviso_ry ~o~n-~il.'--
1t was evident before the end of 195! that, Wtlh di11111llshmg 
ove 1·~eas demand for India commodities, the situation i_n the 
export market would ]mve to be constantly reviewed 1f the 

lJC-13 
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trade was not to be hampered by the restrictive export policy 
udoptcd by the Government of India. The A~:.ociated Chambers 

in terms of the resolution 
of continuing the imposi

tion of l1igh export duties und quota restrictions when these 
measures no longer had uny jtJstilication, pointing out ut the 
same time the dumage done to India's reputation <tbroad by the 
repeuted and progressive admission of inexperienced new
comers into the trade. 

The notuble feature of the 1952 exports position has been 
the considerable recovery made during tlw Jailer part of the year 
by some branches of the trade, particularly jute goods, from the 
depressed conditions prevailing when the situation was reviewed 

the bt May. Govern-
a bulance of puyments 

problem l~ight have to faced if foreign currency earnings 

~~:;: 1~~11 J::~roved and had announcei.l the removal of restric-
exports and certain reductions in export 

duty, as the had wggcstcd for the Council's considera-
tion. In an ull-out drive on the part of the trade towards 
recuperation, Hon'blc Minister for Commerce indicated at 
this __ meeting tlwt it was Government's intention to assist by 
relax~ng export trade controls where feasible. Thus, for the 
remamder of the year the of Government's policy was 
on export promotion rather export control and on 
the qu~ntum and scope of trade by relaxing the 
<tllendwg shipments overseas. 
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connection with the tea industry and trade of north-cast India-
as also to the Central Government, whose investigations 
into, e~nd decisions on the position have been well publicised
the upward trend of other exports of special interest to the 
Chamber has been satisfnctory. By December, when the 
Export Advisory Council met again, the representatives _of the 
jute and jute goods industry and trade had n_o complamts to 
make and expressed appreciation of the help g1ven by Govern
ment. As regards vegetable oils and oilsceds, the case put up 
by the Chamber at the December meeting for a further reduction 
· duty, the free licensing of linseed oil <1nd rcmovul of 
the on oilcake exports was given a sympathetic hearing 
The policy in resrect of oils and oilseeds quotas notified shortly 
afterwards makes for exporh of groundnut, Iin~ccd 

and castor oil the first half of 1953 and maintains kardi 
~e<:d. niger s~cd oils on the free list. Improvement in 
the hides and ~kin<; export tradt: wa'i also recorded at the 
Council meeting 

Reference is made in another to the 
down of the rate of coal exports from on account 
rail transport difficulties and congestion in the docks. Although 
the overall volume of coal ~hipments during 1952 was greater 
thctn in the previous year. it was ~oncluded in the. dcba~c 
preceding the adoption of the r~~olutton on the. coal 11~dust1 ~ 

at the 1952 Annual General Mectmg of the Assoemtecl Ch<~mbers 
of Commerce, (quoted elsewhere in this rcporll, that the 
control exercised by Government, coupled with the . 
export surc!wrge on coal, was <l serious menace to the rcputallon 
and price acceptability of Indian coal at a time of change from 
a 'iCllcrs' to a buyers' market. 
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handicap in a competitive market of charges on cotton manu

factures and exports, which drew from the Commerce and 

Industry Minister a statement to the effect that Government 
never looked upon export duties as a source of revenue, as 

tlJesc were temporary financial factors and could be raised, 
lowered or abolished as circumst<Jnces demanded. But it was 

made clear that Government's first consideration would be the 
interests of the country and that they would not be forced into 
reducing export duty by speculative practice. 

Represemation of t!JC Associated Chambers of Com 
mrrcc of India on the Export Adl'isory Council.-Two weeks 
before the Export Advisory Council Wlls convened at New Delhi 
on the 4th December the Government of India notified its 
intention to reconstitute both the Import and Export Councils. 
As in the case of the former Council, the President of the 
Associated Cl1ambers of Commerce, or his nominee, was 
invited to serve, and provision was made for 
the allotment to tl1e Indian Jute Mills of one 

o~ the seventeen non-official ~cats reserved by Government 
With _a view to obtaining a more balanced regional repre
sentation nn the Council than hud hitherto been arram.!.cd. 
~r. G. Euthymopulo of Messrs. R<lllis India Ltd. agreed to~act 
as the President's nominee in this instance and attended tile 
Decembca· 1952 meeting. 

~ C~mmodity Controls.--Following the debates 011 the 
bs~n!lal Supplies Powers) (Amendment) Bill, 1952, 

~L~;~~ the Autum~ _ OT the 1-!~use of the People, the 
. lmc;nt of lmha set up a Commod!ly Controls Commillee 

Wllh the following terms of reference : _ 

{a) to examine and review the working of 

(i) ~~~' ~~~~1 \i:ll Supplies !Temporary Powers) 

{iil 2~~~ Supply and Prices of Goods Act, 1950 -, 
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Wil the Drugs {Control) Act, 1950, and the 
Orders and Notifications made thereunder; 

(b) to make recommendations for the revision or 
of of the said Laws with a view to 
the system of controls; 

tel to streamline the Control Orders and Notifications. 

A questionnaire clmwn up by the Commodity Controls 
Committee was circulated to all Chambers of Commerce and 

interested bodies but. rather than reply to the specilic questions 
contained in this, the Chamber preferred to outline its general 
altitude towards controls and their usefulness or otherwise in a 
planned economy. In the Chamber's view it was considered 
desirable that there .~hould eventually be a return to normal 
trading and distribution and its general attitude towards the 
~ubject was accordingly one of opposition. lL was nevertheless 
appreciated that in a planned economy some measure o[ control 
was essential in the case of those commodities which were in 
short supply and therefore not available for economic distribu
tion. On the exi~ting position, the Chamber expressed the 

following views :-

"i"rnnr I. he ChrunhPl''' exp~riPnrr, hoiV'<'YPl', LhP cnnLr·nl~ which han• 
~o far hr>Pll pnfnrrNl hai'P nnl. bern nwn~m·Ps n<loplt!<l in 

~"~"~ wh<'r"n ]ll'icn'l lrnV<' shown nn inclination lo riRP, the 
l.omlP!!O)' hn~ Jwrn, mOl'<' ofl;<•n lhnn not, l.o rr,ot·l. to l.lw ilJl-
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, , C~ncerning the clfects of decontrol, it was observed thnt 
reLtxntJO~J. ~f controls had permitted a free exclnmge of 
commochttes <tnd _made available to the consumer goods which 
c~~~:d not otherwts? have been purchased readily at economic 
pt~ces._ Although Jt was admillcd that the decontrol me:tsures 
ta en m 1947-1948 had been disastrous it was pointed out 
tlJat the unfavourable conditions . <tt 'that time lwd 

changed ~or the better as wrts from the fact that <ts d 

result of lmproved production or imports or '1 b' . r 

~~~ two. the selling price of certain contt:olled' a;t~~~~sJJ:~~1501~ve~l 
mee~~~· the level of the controlled prices authorised by G~vern-
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the controls exercised over the distribution and price of coal 
under the pmvisions of the Colliery Contml Order. 19-l-9. In 
advocating the removal of control over distribution in the 
interest of industrial 
hand and the retention of 

and productivity on the one 
control in the interest of the 

.\lability of the coal industry on the other Twnd, the arguments 
presented by the Chamber closely followed tho~c sub
mitted to the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
arc referred to ebewhere in this report. The 
steel. cement, caustic soda and soda ash were 
tl1c case of steel, it wa~ ~ugge~tcd that there 
progressive reluxation or control over distribution as and when 
the supplies of various items ~howed signs of being adequate to 
meet the country's demand~. It wa~ pointed out that there hall 
been a limited measure of decontrol in rc~pcct of certain com
modities and its benefit to the country had been shown not only 
by the absence of any ill-eJlccts but also by the fact that one of 
the decontrolled categories, namely, heavy structurals were 
now available in the market at less than the controlled price 
The Chamber pointed out, however, that under no circumstances 
should controls over price be removed. In the case of ccm1.mt, 
the Chamber considereU that there would be ample supplies 
available when the new factory at Banarcs was brought into 
production and advocated that whilst price control should 
remain for the present. Ubtribution should be freed as soon as 
po~~ible. So far as cnu~tic soda und ~oda ash were concerned, 
the large ~loch now available pointed to the removal of both 
pricl! and distribution control, especially in the case of caustic 
soda where the price was well below that authorised by the 
Government. 

Decontrol of coal distribution.-ln 1949 the Chamber 
reviewed llw various controls which Gowrnntent exercised over 
the coal industry and recommended that, as a 
measure of decontrol, the control over distribution ~hould 

relaxed and consumer~ should be allowed a freer choice in 
obtaining their coal requirements. No action was taken by 
Government but the was re-opened in June 1952 by the 
Associated Chambers Commerce, who asked for the 



Chamber's views on a proposal for decontrol of distribution 
which was made by the Punjab Chamber. The Chamber 
referred the mottler to the lndian Association 
the that supply had now demand and a 
free of fuels was desirable in the interests of industrial 
efficiency, recommended that the control over distribution should 
be removed, to the requirements of the steel 
works, public and bunkers met and too to 
the retention of control over prices in order to the 
stability of the mining industry. Tlw Chamber's industrial 
constituents were in favour of decontrollinu distribution 
viclcd that it did not involw any shortage or high 
Chamber recommended that the 

ca~e with Government. In due course 
a case for the decontrol of distribution was pre~cnted to Govem
mcnt by the Associated Chambers. So far, however, the 
representations in this regard have been ll!lsucccssful and the 
control is stili in force at the time of writing. 

Forward Contracts (Reg·ulation) Act.-The Forward 
Contracts Bill, which had lap~cd after discussion in Parliament 
in 1951, was re-introduced in the House in Augu~t 1952 and 
referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee's report 
recommended that the Bill should not be made applicable lo 
non-transferable specific contracts except to the extent 
to which these contracts were to be employed for purely 
speculative tlms meeting one of the m:~jor arguments 
of the its comments on the Bill in 1951, recorded in 

The Bill was duly in December 
by the Chamber Circular No. 17 

Futures Trading in Oils and Oilseeds : Hedge con
tract.-Certain oil and oilseed~ intercsb have expressed the 
view that the prohibitory provisions of the Oilseeds (Forward 

Contracts Prohibition) Order of 1943 a~ continued under the 
Essential Supplies (Temporary Powers) Act o[ 1946 up to April 
1954, constitute an unnecessary bar to legitimate hedge contract 
trading, with detrimental en·ects on the oilseed~ market. At 

LiM 
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the instance of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India, 
the Bengal Chamber replied that, since it seemed cssenti<:~l that 
manufacturers of oils should be able to their raw 
material while it was available in large and that they 

market Jluctuations, it was in favour 
of repeal or of the Oilseeds (Forward Contracb 
Prohibiti011) Order 1943. The Associated Chambers in its re. 
presentation to tllC Ministry of Commerce and Industry. Gov· 
ernment of India, pointed out that this legi~lationlu1d been found 
unnecessnrily repressive to the oil industry and trade, since it 

legitimate hedge contract trading and provided spccu. 
with opportunities for tl1e market and 

by the Essential Supplies Provisions) Act, be rescind· 
eel altogether. or so as to allow legitimate hedge 
trading pending the enactment of the Forward Contracts 
(Regulation) Bill. 1952. Government replied however that it 
was not cksirable at to withdraw or amend the ban on 
forward trading in oilseeds imposed under the 1943 Order. 

When the subject was taken up for discussion at the meeting 
of the Indian Central Oilsecds Committee in October, it was sug

that since the Forward Contracts (Regulation) Bill I1acl 
the Select Committee stage, it would be enacted 

during winter session of Parliament and that forward trading 
would probably be introduced very soon thereafter. 

Infringement of Trade Marks and counterfeits : 
Spurious drugs and chemicals.-The formation of a_n 
Association of Trade Mark Owners. mentioned under tlus 
heading in the 1951 report, is still the Chamber's 
attention. Before any steps could be towards the 
elimination of trade mark infringements and the marketing of 
counterfeit goods through an all-India Association, as was 
suggested by the Government of India in the papers circulated 
to members o.n the 1st September 1951, it was necessary that 
adequate be given to this proposal by bodies of trade 
mark owners the main business centres. Although a com· 
paratively small number of member concerns expressed definite 
interest in the matter last year, Ulc Chamber Committee agreed 

BC-14 
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ilmt otlJCrs, who were uncertain at the time, might be willing to 
give the proposal their active if it were made in a more 
concrete form. With this idea view it w:1s arranged with the 

Bombay Chnmbcr of Commerce that of the drafl consti-
tution of the Trade Mark Owners b-eing formed in 

Bombay, where the proposal l1ad greater support, should be 
made available to the Bengal Chamber. J3y October these 
nrrangemcnts had progre<;sed to tlJC stage where a Committee 

lwd been ~et up by the commercial interests who 
initiated this move under the of the Bombay Chamber 

for the purposes of completing all the preliminary forma
lities. The Bengal Chamber nominated Mr. K. R. Fettes of 

Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co., Ltd. to serve on this Com

mittee as one of the live co-opted members representing the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce, the Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce and lmlustry, the J3engal, Punjab and 
Madras Chambers to sit with the original members in consider
ing the draft constitution of the Association. This envisaged 
an All-fndia Association incorporated in Bombay, and directed 

by a Council appointed by the members, provision being made 
for the formation of zonal committees in area of India where 
the members arc The question of 
nrpointing a zonal commiuee will be for considera· 

lion when the new Associution is a registered body. At present 
tl1e Chamber awaits copies of application forms and of the 
approved Memorandum and Articles of Association 011 which 
a further reference to members may be based. 

As. regards the manufacture and sale of sptlrious drugs, the 
resolu:mn passed at the 1951 Annual General meeting of the 
AssocJate~l Chambers of Commerce of fndia, in the terms 
recorded m the Chamber's 195! report, drew from the Central 

G~vernment a statement to the e!Tect that consideration was 
bemg given to tl1e question of mnking certain amendments in 
the Drugs Ac~,. 19~0, with a view to empowering the Dmgs 
Control authontJes 1n the country to exercise a stricter check 
over tl~cse practices: Several cases of seizures by the Police of 
adulterated or spunous drugs in Calcutta were reported in the 

{ liJ7 ) 

Jlress ; but no changes in the Jaw controlling drug manufactures 
and sales have yet been made. Government however, decided 
that unlawful trading practices such as infringements of trade 
marks, counterfeiting, falsely marking receptacles containing 
goods, and tampering with a property mark with intent to cau~e 
injury, which arc covered by the Indian Penal Code, cannot a1! 
be made cognisable olfcnces, but that as the ~ale of 
goods under falsi.! trade marks or in original is 

punislmbli.! as "cheating" :llld is a cogni~ablc oJTence, action may 
and should, wherever possible, be taken against sellers or 

abettors of stdes of spurious goods under that head. It was 
JJCccssary therefore for aggrieved persons to Jay a complaint to 
the Police and assist them. 

The Indian Standards Institution (Certification 
of Marks) Act, 1952. This was one of the Bills passed 
during the I 952 Budget session of Parliament. On the whole 
the Act i~ an improvement on the Certification of .Mark~ Bill as 
published in 195 J in that prohibition of the usc of the word 
"standard" in trade names was removed· and so also were the 
powers of the lndian Sta1ld:mb Institution inspectors of search 
aml sciwrc. Thus mo~t of the Chamber's comments on the 
1949 and 1951 Bills, to which reference was made in the 1951 
report, were sati~factorily met although the ciTccts of the 
restrictions on trade names or trade marks resembling the Indian 
Standards Institution mark. except by of the lnstitu-
lion, have still to be observed. 
accepted the Act without further commcut. 

Marking of Heavy Packages Rules, 1951.~A reply 
was received on the 9th June to the reference made by the 
Chamber to the Government of India, Ministry of Transport, 
during November 195 J objecting to the enforcement of the 
Marking of Hcav!)' Packages Rules two days after they were 
published, and asking for clarilication of the rule that the gross 
weight of packages should be marked in E11glish :1nd the regional 
language. Nothing was said in Government's reply to explain 
the publication of rules on the 29th November that were 10 come 
in operation on the lst December, except that it was presumed 
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that as they hnd been in force for some time, no difficulties had 
been experienced in with them. The Chamber 
sought confirmation of supposition from member firms 
which had anticipated trouble from these rules at the time an~ 
circulated the information given by Government that, in a State 
where more than one regional language is in vogue, any or such 
languages may be used for the purpose o[ giving c!fcct to 

Rule 2 (1) of the Marketing of Heavy Packages Rules, which 
requires the marking of of a metric ton or more in 
weight in English and language. 

In the absence of any further complaints, it must be 
concluded that the new regulations have not proved burdensome. 

Bengal Shops and Establishments Act, 1941.-At the 
end of February the Chamber look up with the West Bengal 
Governmcn~ the question of the application of the Bengal Shops 
ami Establrshmcnt Act to commercial establishments whose 
service conditions were on the whole to or better than 

those laid down by the Act. After amended in 1950, 
employees of shops and commercial establishments were entitled 
each year to 14 da;)'s' privilege leave oil full pay, 10 days' casual 
leave on full pay and 14 days' sick leave on half-pay. A case was 

reported to the Chamber of a company which had been refused 
exemption from the terms of the Act because its leave rules, 
although generous, did not allow the same arnotmt of sick leave 

:l!~d because clause 20 { l) of the Act was said to preclude any 
~vJthdrawal of, or reduction in cxistlng privileges. If in this 
mstancc, extended sick leave were added to the tout\ of leave 

h>dJf-dc,y"hllco>li',d",,d", plus public holidays, holidays on 

little more than half the 

The CJ~~mbcr b:lscd case for reconsideration of the 
~~11t1~;:~\_!:ostll0n on !Is interpretation o[ section 20 (!). This 

0& 
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This, in the Chamber's view, excluded the privileges tO 
which the clause applied from the of the Act altogether, 
since the purpose of the Act was to down the minimum 
benefits to which employees were entitled, not to interfere with 
equal or more generous arrangements they were not 
strictly in line with the law. The 
to examine the matter in this light and to keep in mind that the 
actual number of days allowed as privilege, casual or sick leave 
was immaterial if terms of employment were reasonable and 
employees had sufiicient rest. 

It was afterwards reported to the Chamber that the Inspector 

of Shops and Commercial Establi~hments, Allahabad and the 
Comniissioner of Labour, Madrao. had both upheld this prin
ciple, the former stating that the employees could choose the 
old leave privileges or those conferred under the Act ; but they 
could not choose the best of the privileges given in euch category 
of leave. 

Although no statement was mack by the West Dcngal 
Government in reply to the Chamber's argument, no other 
instancc of difliculties arising from the service terms fixed 

under the Act has coml'! to notice. Leave and other conditions 
110w-a-days are in many cases subject to Tribunal Awards issued 
under the Industrial Disputes Act and in the decade since the 
Shops and Establishments Act was put into force, there has 
been a general tendency in commercial ofllces to increase leave 
periods and reduce working hours. 
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LAW & LEGISLATION 

(ZJ TAXATION. 

'l'he Estate Duty B"ll 1952 . 
IJad rather a anci c I ' • ·-~This measure, which has 
the House of he~uered Justory, was re-introduced in 
previous . m August. It, had lapsed on two 

mtroduction in 1946 and · . 
1948,-and reference is made to it in the reports for the~=,~~ar~~ 

instr~~ti~:: ~~o~ve been r~ferred to a Select Committee with 

session, and it s~~~~s d~;~~l~ t~l:e llrst week of the 1953 Budget 
its in that scssi lat Government intend to secure 

take account o~n, ~artly because the Budget itself 
the Icvenue hoped for from the Bill. 

The measure is hroeJ I 1 
legislation and case~~~:/ 1:1~:1: le~ on British Estate Duty 
decided to take the advice Po[ ex e/c,_lr 1948, and the Chamber 
detailed comments. The draft.~- ls ln that field before making 

~he light of such expert advice ar:ll bas now been considered in 
Its comments to Government. d the Chamber has forwarded 

The Chamber, while not o . 
pointed out that its introductio~p~smg 'tlJC. Bill in p~inciple, has 
-commercial and industrial develod~ the prese~t cntrcal stage of 
the Five Year Plun, is untimel :;rncnt and Ill the context of 

on. the fiow of capital, both ~~di~d may ha~c a serious effect 
umve~s~Uy admitted, it is esser . and forergn,_ which, as is 
quantltres. lltal to attruet 111 sub61antial 

A related matter of extreme . . . 
{]oublc taxation and the Chamber 11 ~1P~tlancc IS the risk of 
me~t the urgent need for the conel~:,~~ unpressed on Govern
avoidance agreements with 1 sJon of double taxation 

Unit?~ Ki~gdom, and the strco~ :~r ~ou~tries, especially the 
provtswn m the Bill for do bl, ? JC:ung Ill the meantime of 

u c t<txat10n relic[. 

Another uspect with regard to ' .. 
expressed concern is the extent 1 .\\hJCh the Chamber has 

o wluch matters laid down by 
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Act of Parliament in Britain ami other countries, arc left to 
rule-making in the Bill : Government's attention has been 
drawn to the unfortunate clTects which the uncertainty necessarily 
involved in this method of legislation may well have on industry 
and trade. In particular, the Chamber has submi!ted that certain 
provisions parallel to British legislation aimed at the prevention 
of Estate Duty evasion through controlled compnnics, arc so 
ill-dc/ined that they might a/feet public 
wh1ch could by no means serve ns of duty 

The importance of safeguarding the independence of Estate 
Duty vnlucrs has also beo:!n impressed on the Government, and 
many other and various recommendations in detail have been 

made. 

The Chamber now awaits Government's reaction to its sub
missions, and the further progress and development of the Bill. 

Indian Income Tax Amendment Bill, 1952.-The 
Bill to amend the Indian Income Tax Act introduced in the 
House of the People on the 26th May 1952 was on the whole 
a great improvement on the 1951 Bill and wns considered 
generally favourable to assessees except for the tax clearance 
procedlJI"e prescribed in clause 23 nnd the retrospective effects of 
clause 34. Subject to modification of these and 
several other adjustments, the Chamber 

A separate paragraph has been devoted to clause 23 of the 
Bill. As regards the second general objection to the Bill, the 
retrospective application of !inancial clauses has always been 
antagonistic to the Chamber's idea of fair dealing especially 
when an assessee has not the right of knowing how his tax obli
gations stand under the law at a given time, and Court interpre
tations o[ that tax position should not be subjected to change, 
by changes in the law that may place on the assessee commit
ments [or which he has made no provision. 

After further study the Chamber again nddrcs~ed Govern
ment making recommendations inter alia on the proposed 
amendments to section 49D of the Indian Income Tnx Act. 1t 
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was urged that, under the existing U.K. tnxation arrangements 

a company deriving income in India and the U.K. and being 
assessed in India and the U.K. on the whole of its income, is 

granted relief for income in India. The present amend-

in India for income 
mising in the U.K. The Chamber asked that the Bill should be 
modified so that tlw rate of tax in the U.K. in respect of income 
arising there should not, in its'computation for Indian purposes, 
be reduced by the relief obtained in the U.K. in respect of income 
arising in India. 

Tlw Chamber subsequently lmd occasion to point out that 

tax free limit of 90 days was barely sufficient for 
men in transit in India who might normally be expected 

to be exempted from Indian income tax on tlJC ground that the 

country was so large that a visit to the major provincial centres 
could not easily be completed within a three-month period. 

Wl1i!e recommending the retention of the existing 
exemption the Chamber has asked that under 
the Bill and the Rules, provision muy be made for exemption 
certificates being liberally granted to those paying short-term 
visits to the various centres in India. 

When the Select Committee report was presented in the 
House of tl1e People and issued to the public, it was seen that 
some concessions lwd been made to the Chamber's view point. 
The Bill is still before the legislature. 

Indian Income Tax (Amendment) Bill 1952: Income 
Tax Clearance and Exemption Certificates.-Among tl1e 
points which caused the Chamber greatest apprehension in 
~he .Income T~x Amendment Bill, 1952 was the amending 
s~ctwn 4~A WhiCh governs the issue of tax clearance and exemp
tmn certlficates. ~he proposed section provides inter alia that 
any. per~on not berng domiciled in India who wishes to leave 

1 
Inclm Wt.thout the intention of returning, must possess a ccrLifi

~~~~~ ~:t:.ng thatltc has no tax liabilities under the Tndian Income 
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The Chnmbcr J10ted that the Amendment Bill provided thnt 

the duty of determining whctlwr their passengers had in their 

possession proper records, devolved upon the owner or chnrte~·er 

of the ship or aircraft in precisely the same terms as the ~elat1ve 
section in the Amendment Bill of 1951. The views wh1ch the 
Chamber had c<Jr!ier expressed in its memorandum to Govern
ment in 1949 on clause 12 of the Taxation Laws Amendment 

Dill accordingly npplicd equally to lhc present Bill. Tt t~crefor.e 
atlcmptecl once again to impress upon Government .tl:e tmposst-

of determining the dom1C1le of ~ny 
is to be the condition for posscss10n 

of the necessary certificntes. These points were further discussed 
after the Select Committee's rcrort had been published, 

Another <tspect of the provisions which the Chamber had 
occasion to strc~s was the hardship likely to be caused the 
dclny in issuing clearance and exemption certificat~s to . 

of travellers and business men at the tunc of thctr 
fndin. As the result of information obtained from n 

cross-section of the Chamber membership, the Chamber drew 

up a memorandum of the types of difficulties which might be 
encountered and the of persons most likely to be aJTecte? 
by the proposed It was felt that in many cases 1t 

might be sufticicnt if undertakings were .given companies thnt 
th; tax obligations on emoluments to be honoured by 
ti1e ~ Exemption ccrtillcatcs could, it was felt,_be freely 

such instances. The memoranclnm also pmntcd out 
~f long hold-ups in the case of technical ndviscrs and 
dcrivir~!! out-of-pocket during short period 

visits to India, of ~crsons domiciled India prior to rctircm:nt, 
and of persons whose nssessmcnts were some Y.ears belund
hand. 

Assurances hnve been received from the Central Bonrd of 
Revenue that nll these points will be considered when the 
Rules arc being framed. 

Indian Income Tax Act-Taxation of non-resident 
shareholders and ponsioners.--On 7th Mnrch the Chamber 
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informed members of the procedure to be adopted for the deduc

tion of tax at source in the case of non-resident shareholders and 
pensioners wlm exercise the option, allowed under section 17(1) 

of the Income Tax Act, of being assessed on the basis o( their 

total \~orld income~ The Chamber report for 1951 explained 
how, smcc the passmg of the Indian Finance Act of 1951, the 
payments to these parties had become subject to Tndian income 
tax and supertax at the maximum mtcs with effect from the 
assessment year 1951-52, unless non-residents exercised this 
option in which case it was nccessmy for them to forward 

to the Income Tax Officer of the district in which they 
were a_ssessablc, or to the Non-Residents Refund Circle, Bombay, 
a cert1ficate of their total world income, based on their last 

completed assessment and attested by the fncomc-tax authorities 
of their country of residence. 

Di/ficulties arose from the lack of clarity with which the 
res~onsibilities o[ the assess.:c and the company were 

dcfuJCd. ~ne member had suggested that was impracticable 
for non-rcSlClcnts to file a return of totnl world income for the 
~revious year (ending 31st Mnrch) by the 31st May of tl1c follow-

11~g nncl even more diflicult for them to submit a declaration 
0 of the current year. The Chamber approached the 
Cemral Board of Revenue on this mntler askin<> for clarifica
tion of paragraph 6 of the Central Board of R;venuc Circular 
of _3l st January governing the action to be taken by n non-

~~s~~~e~~~ ~~~i~~~~~s ~f ~~~rcising_ the option of being assessed in 

by the Central Bo<~rd o~ wor,lclmcome. ln n co~rigcndum issued 
. Re\enue on 19th May, 1t was confirmed 

that l11 paragraph 6 the word "will"' should read "may" The 

cffe~t of this clarification was that a non-resident who ne~lecterJ 
to hie befo~e the Income Tax Oflicer concerned an annual 
re_turn for h1s total world income for the year 
Wllh a copy of his latest Clssessrncnt in country of , 

wou_ld not automatically lJave his certificate of excm Lion under 

se~tJO~l l ~ {3: cancell_ed." This confirmed the Chambcr~s view that 
the clausr; W<~s perrmss1ve and not mandatory 

;j~L___ ... --------oo-~ -- :au 
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In clause 12 of the Income Tax !Amendment! Bill 1952, 
referred to Select Committee in May 1952, section 18 o[ the 
original Act has been entirely rcframcd. As at pre~ent drafter], 
it states that where a non-rc~oident obtains an income tax or "uper 

tax exemption certificate from the Income Tax Ofliccr, tax "hall 
be deducted at the rates spcci/icd tlntil cancellation of tile said 

certificate ; and the Income Tux Ofiker" shall be bound to grant 
such a certificate in the case of every proper arplication by an 
asscsscl!. While the period of validity of these certificates is not 
specifically delincd, the form o[ the new Bill seems to confirm 
tlwt the intention of the Central Board o[ Revenue is to give 
this clause only permissive effect. 

One feature of the proeedlire for a"ses~ing non-
residents which has been mo~t to the notice 
of the Chamber, has been the delay in and 
despatching the certificates prescribed under the to 
section 18 (3) for deduction o[ tax at the appropriate rate. In 
September the Chamber represented to the Central Board of 
Revenue that these certificates, which at present are normally des
patched to non-residents by scamail, should preferably be sent 
by Income Tax Ofliccrs by air mail. Since these ccrti/icatcs had 
at present to be and circtilated by assessecs to all 
companies from taxable income was fceeived, the prc~ent 
delays were causing hardship and uncertainty. By instructing 

Tax Officers to forward these certir1cates by air mail, 
the Board of Revenue could overcome these dilliculties 

in a simple and clfcctivc way. 

Income Tax Act : Assessment of pensions paid in 
the U.K. to persons resident in India.-The Chamber was 

in December about the tax po~ition of employees in 
of Indian pensions in the U.K. and not brought into the 

taxable territories. On the assumption that the lirst proviso to 
section 4 (I) of the Income Tax Act was applicable the total 
taxable income had, in the case of the employee concerned, 
been reduced by the party at the time of assessment by the 
maximum statutory allowance of Rs. 4,500/-. But tl1is reduc
tion was disallowed both by the Jncome Tax Officer and by 
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tlie Commissioner of Income Tax on appeal The Clwr'nber 
was therefore asked whether it would be prepared to sponsor a 

test case on behalf of persons resident or ordinarily resident 
in India affected in this way. 

The Chamber's Income Tax Sub-Committee consid..::red that 
it was unlikely that the Central Board of Revenue would look 

upon any of this nature on behalf of persons 
resident India ; but suggested that, if the circumstances 
were shown to be su!Iiciently widespread, an appeal might be 

filed in the courts on a suitable test case. It was thought 

desirable to put affected individuah in touch with one another 
so that thoy themselves might jointly sponsor an appeal if the 
facts warranted it. 

Taxation of non-residents : Dis-investment.-As will 
be seen from 

of the Indian 
pension~ receive(! 

from India by non-residents becarnc to taxation at source 
at the highest rate. It has been claimed that the 
elfcct of this would be to divert from India much of 
tlw capital 

Enquiries however sugg~::stecl that any figures indicating th~ 
amount of dis-investment were at this ~!age unrealistic insofar 
as non-residents were not yet fully informed of the implication) 
of the new provisions and had not felt their full impact and, 
secondly, the world financial position had been too unstable 
since sterling devaluation [or any clear trend to be visible in the 
share market. 

Tl1c anxieties of the Bengal Chamber about dis-investment 
caused by this measure and by tire new Estate Duty Bil! were 
voiced at the Associated Chambers' Annual General meeting in 
December. The Government spokernan on that occasion gave 
the assurnncc that "there has been no change in the policy of 
Government regarding foreign capital since the statement made 

by the Prime Minister in 1949. We ~till feel able to muintain 

the same position." He felt con!lclent that foreign investors 
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believed that the Indian Government would tn::at f~lirl_Y_ a:!, w.h~ 
sought to invc~t in India and that there W<_ls no_Ia~k ol m_c_o.:,nt_J_vc 
to invest in the country both from the pollll ol vn;w of S!.:cuuty 

and of return. 

Depreciation allowances in indust_rial concerns.~ 

The ucstion of allowances, wh!Ch has been ,nn_u.:h 
discu;scd during !Xl~l years, has again engaged the_ att:ntton 

of Indian indu~ry in 1952 and has been dos?lJ~tt~c~J~da J;est~l\~ 
Chamber. The basis of industrinl IS m ·kl . 

• bT . tion of Indian the second WOJ w,u, 

~~a~~~~:~~~ ~v~sa subjected strains and that adcq~mt~ 
rovision for large scale renewal of plant could not be. nMd.e. 

~1 the post war period, market comhtions I_mvG _bcc~ll~~~cl~..:~h~~ 
demand has much excect.h.xl supply and pnces lor . Yl . 

machinery have progre~sively risen. lndc~tl, a~cordm_g ~~- .·~ 

~urvey recently carried out, there lm~ bc~n, ar~~~~~~~~o~·~:~sr.nc~:ts~ 
"'in .costs of, d ll~(tl~n~ian industry in this 

o[ the wrde. sprca. . . , sub ·ect by the Prc~ident 
matter, some mcntron was ma_de o( th~··i e~ll of the Associated 
o[ the Chamber in his ca~c~cr~~ las Pies dol that body. While 
Chambers at the Ann_ual Gcncr<t. had been so 
admitting that the e~trmatell co~ts or enll assishnce 

as to make G?V~l~~~~11:11it~~:r~t th;~~ ~:~~u~~ t;lal with' the 
be an cxces~t~e t" ·t!lowanc,es, with high taxation ami 

inatltXjuacy o[ deprccra 1_~n ' ... I I an formerly, Indian indus
the no.;ed for greater workm~ c,tf~t,~u~r~y out scho.;mes of normul 

try it~clf had not the n~on.cy ossiblc ~olution that loans ~hould 
replacement and urged .ts .t :) , a menl terms. 
be oranted to industry on easy rep y 

"' Government, the Hon'blc Minister of 
Replying on behalf. of ··mindetl tlw meeting that countries 

Commerce and, Industry re it difficult to reach a satisfactory 

other_ than ln~m h.':,d ~ou~~\mical problem. He pointed ?ut 
solutwn o[ thrs lu,hl~ t 'IS eels in which the existing lnd1an 

however, tha~ t_hcr~l~:.:r~i~~~~~ than those granted_ in f:reign 

~:l~~~;i~~c~tn;~et~~eommended by the Tucker Comnu!tce rn the 
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D_nitcd Kingdom. He added that this highly technical issue 

~~~:~~n~t~e~.mong the points dis~;usst:d by the Taxation Enquiry 

Double taxation avoidance: India/U.K.-During the 
course of 1952. the negotiations for a Double Taxation Agree
ment between the Indian and U.K. Governments have not made 
much progress and the that it would be concluded 
in the ncar future, expressed the report for 1951, has proved 
to be premature. 

. As in former the Central Board of Revenue has 
mstructed of Income Tax to hold recovery of 
the tax in abeyance on income accruing outside India for assess
ment years 1949-50, 1950-51, 1951-52. The current extension 
operates until 31st January, 1953. 

By clause 25 o£ the new Income Tax Amendmcntlli!! 1952 
~ection 49_D of the Indian Income Tax Act, 1922 is an~endc,[' 
so that umlatcral relic£ on doubly taxed income will be increased 
from one-half to the abatement of tax at the full Indian rate, 
or tlJC _full foreign rate of tax, whichever is the lower. By this 
nmendmg clause, the Central Government is empowered to 
de_c~are. by notification that these provisions apply to income 
ansmg m the U.K. for the three assessment years above stated. 

~~i;o~~:!~; t~e . int~r~~l arr~ngements can be expected 

agreed between India m11~c~~~cu'~~- r~!1~~1:~~r~~~~~~:ltt~.;~a~~:e~~~~~ 
:l~~r,t uses. the _permissive ·lUthority granted under the Bill lo 
lssue a notificatiOn under section 49D (2). 
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tax both in India ancl Pakistan on the whole of profits, had to 
pay tax in Pakistan at though in India the rate was reduced 
from 16}~;, to 10','(, from April 1947. In consequence the 
B.P.T. rate in Pakistan was higher than that in India but as 
nbatcment was limited to the lower of the two rates. Pakistan 
retained the difference in rate on the Indian income. 

The point w<1s among those taken up in discussion in 1950 
between the Chamber's representatives and Mr. Govindan Nair. 
Member of the Central Board of Revenue. The Chamber in 

the only real from the point of view of the assessee in 
India would be for the two countries to tax only that portion 
of tlJC total income with which they were concerned by 
suitable revision of the definition of "residence" the purpose 
of the Indo-Pakistan Double Taxation Avoidnncc Agreement. 
As a short term expedient, however. hardship on companies 
would be to some extent ameliorated if the abatement were 
calculated by reference to t6fal tax, i.e. B.P.T. and Income Tax 
taken together, and not by reference to each tax separately. 

As <I result of renewed requests for clarilkation of the 
problem, the local Commissioner of Income Tax conveying the 
decision of Central BoarU of Revenue stateU in October that 
the expression "the lower :nnounts of tax payable" in Articles 
IV & y of the Indo-Pakistan Double Tax Avoidance Agreement 
was deemed to refer to each of the taxes separately when 
read in the light of Article l. Pnkistan Income Tax and ~.P.T. 
will therefore according to this ruling continue to be constclcrcd 
separately for the purpose of abatement in f~d~a despite the 
Chamber's contention that the comparable umt m both coun
tries was the total tax and not income tax and B.P.T. separately. 

Double Income Tax Relief : India/Burma.-As 
recorded in the report· for 1950, the Chamber has regularly 
brou<>ht to the notice of the Central Board of Revenue the need 
for ;n Tndia-Burma Agreement ror double income tax relief 
During the course of discussions with the senior Member of the 
Central Board of Revenue during July 1952, the Chamber was 
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th thnt the two Governments wc1:e still in negotiation on 
e of a double tax <lgrccmcnt wJthout having reached a 

settlement. 

In the B_urma Gazette of 16th August, 1952 the Burmese 

G~vcrnmcn1 ISsued th~ India and Burma (Jncomc-Tnx Relief) 
~Hler (~epea]) Ac_t 1952 repealing the India and Burmn (Income 

ax Relief) Order o[ 1936 with retrospective cfTcct from lJ!l 
September 1?48, on the ground that facilities for avoidance·o~ 
c~oublc taxntron were no longer found neccs~ary nfter the declara
tion of Burmese indepcnlfence. 

. lt i:' regretted that neg:otintions between India and Burma 
foJ a bdateral agreement on double taxation on incomes have 

;~~~lr;1:1~0:~~c:~ and arc not expected in the ncar 

thatr~~~~:n~ax ~erifieation Certificates.-!! will be recalled 
. ye~IS the Chamber llns on several occasions taken 

~:~~-~~~~r~~~~-~-~~~~;~.tJsfa_c_tory as~c~ts of the procedure by which Go

mit tax vnril~ati~~~ ~~~:~~;fi~~:IJII!Jng ~ov~rm:1:nt contrncts to sub
in the Y b 'tes. Wlnlc specJfJc modilications have 
bee 1 ,tst ccn ma_dc at the insl<mcc of the Chamber, there has 

pro~~:~u;~n~rnl /:c~Jrc that a l:ss complicated and burdensome 

cates. Du~i~~~~ ~ 95~ ag~~~:~~~:~tthc of _such certili-

cxcmptcd from the production of tl~:~u~ l ~~~t of firms 

~i ~:~~ ~cntra\ Finance Ministry in consultation wicth ~he 
loe~~s~~~~~~~;:~:~~~~~~l 0~vi1\';c comm~rcial contracts ;mel issued to 
nprrchension omc Tax for ncccssnry nction. Some 

these lists in bc~~I~aused by the dc!ay in issuing 

Cllculla list were informed f 1 _c_utt~ nrc~ ; but firms on the 
0 1 len exemption late in 1952. 

Indian Income Tax Act _ S . 
· 0~ ~g~nts and Non-Residen~ p:tio~ 42: Assessments 

w.Js mformcd in November 1950 b llClpals.-~h: Chnmbcr 

c~mc Tax, West Bengal that in as~estl~e' ~OI~1mJsswner of In
agents purchasing goods 011 bchali· ~;:lllg ICSil!ent commission 

non-remlcnt principals. 
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assessment WdS gciJcrally made on the non-resident principal if 
the agency was drawing h::ss than net prolll an all purchnscs 

made. 

This position came up for review on several occasions 
during 1952. On the lirst occ<Jsion, it was claimed that the 
literal application of section 42 to purclwscs of tea at the 
Calcuttn nuction on an 
non-resident buyers from on the Indian market 
thus run counter to the avowcd policy of selling 
the bulk of the north Indian tea crop in Calcutt<!. Later, the 

Chamber rcccivccl information th;Jt an Indian company had been 
called upon to pay tax for a non-resident whose goods 
they were selling on an indent basis the foreign llrm 
operating on this basis carne within the meaning of "business 
connection'' under the Act, it bccnmc li<tblc to tax. In the event 
of its refusing to accept an asses~mcnt by Indian taxation 
authorities, the latter, it was contended, were authorised to levy 
the tax instead on the indent agent. It wns felt thnt this would 

place a very real limitation on certain forms of trade. 

The Chamber knew of instances in \vhich similar action 
hnd recently been taken under sections 42 and 43 or the Income 
Tax Act but could not tnkc up cases unless assessments on the 
hnsis described had been taken On by the agency 
concerned. Under the provisions to 42()) t1lC rights of 
an agent recovery of tax from his principal arc sufii-

ciently sa!cguardcd most ngcncics. 

Pakistan Taxation of Indian Managing Agencies.
ln the Report for 1951, mention was made or the Two Man 
Committee ;md of Pakistan taxation under the heading of 
"Companies operating in India and Pakistan." During the 
current ycnr, meetings of the Two Man Committee to deal with 
linancial difllcultics between India nnd Pakistnn have unfortu

nately been few and badly dclnycd. 

The problem most closely concerning Chamber interests, 
which is known to have been on the agcndn of the 

Two Man Committee, is the between the two countries 

DC--16 
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of managing- agency commission of Indian compnnies 

in P~kistan~ The Cham~er lms refused to commit to any 

clefirute basrs for alloeatmg between the two countries ti1e com

mission earrrcd ; but it lras suggested as a workable solution that 

where a substantbl pnrl of the work is done in India and visits 

nrc only occasionally paid to Pnkistan. no porlion of the com· 

mission should be assessed to tax in Pnkistnn. There seemed in 

the Chnmber's view to be liHie legal justification for Pakistani 
authorities taxing any portion of the earnings o( an fndbn 

nw.naging agent managing an fndian compnny under nn Indian 

contract-particularly where the mannging agent has no ollicc, 

ngcnt or employee in Pakistan. The Chamber further pointed 

out the wenkncss of any formula for nllocntion between the two 

countries. Any attempt to decide on the of services 

rendered by the fndian mnnaging agent in of his duties 

would offer scope for wide disagreement between the I.T.Os in 

tlr_c t_wo countries on the definition of "services rendered" each 

WJs]ung to be governed hy the most favouwblc interprctntion. 

In tl.rc. meantime, lrowcvcr, no definite attempt cnn be 

;~:de :o rcs?lve_ the dendlock until the settlement of a cas~ before 

dcci~~~a~;r Hrgh Court, •m_d until the ftrll implications of the 
the Bombay HJgh Coun in the Salt and General 

tl . Scver.al have 
. lC vrcw of the Pakrstan Income mrthoritics on 

~~a;~~~~~;~n ~~~ 1;'~esklcnce" in Pakistnn lwve been brougllt to the 

Comrnissi~ncrs \~~;! k~~~~ tl~l~<~11l:)cr_ lwpe~ that the Appellate 

of the Karachi High dourt · 1~ ~~:~~cfcndmg until the judgment 

In geneml, the taxation of Ill'lna<>i 
distinct Jack of resilience in the 0 ' '-~. ng agents has revealed n 
Tax Avoidnncc Arrrcemenl bet 'penrtlon_ of the Double Income 

hoped that when !l;c Tw~ o.r~n :ccn ~lllha nncl Pakistnn. It is 
the problem of tax· r l ·"~ ":"ommJ!tec holds another session. 
mission earned ~/ 1011 JY nkrstan authorities of agency com· 

fully discussed nncl the a~c~:~cy houses in fnclia will be 
seems no solution e , 1 dl!y setth::cl. Otherwise thcr12 

xcep a plethora of law suits and appeals 
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which will be expensive to companies concerned and burdcn~tmw 

on courts and Government officials alike 

Income Tax : Demands for information.- As was 

recorded in the report for 1951. the Chamber at the instance o( 

the Inspecting Assistant Commis~ioncr of Income Tax made 

the recommendation that Jirms slwu!J attempt to comply with 

the reqLtirements of the Inspecting Olliccrs for information 
rcgnrding tenders. on the speciiic understanding that aggregate 

contract payments ·under kn thousand per month m:cd 
not be presented. Since thi~ was i~stwd tll all 
members, no information has been received of demands by the 

West Bengal taxation aulh<lritics i"or particulars of contracts 

under the agreed Jigurc. 

The Chamber ha~. however, been infurme,l by the Chambers 

elsewhere in India that attempts arc being made to put the same 

system into operation in other areas of India. In these districts. 

instances have occurn:d where firms haw been asked to supply 
details of all payments over Rs. 250 and protests have accor

dingly been made to the tax authorities. The existence of such 

a low limit imposes hcnvy demands on those asked to supply 

the information and is dearly no improvement on the earlier 

burdensome checks which the Bengal Ch<tmbcr recommendation 

was des~_snlOd to avoid. The Clwmb.::r ha~ recommended that, 

in view of the inconvenience and trouble involved in giving 

details of payments less than ten thousand rupees per month, 

Chambers whose members are faced with such demands should 
approach the local Commis~ioner of fncomc Tax for redress. 

Tire reactions of the Income T:1x authorities have not yet been 

made known. 

Sterling devaluation and Pakistan tax assess
ments.-In many cases affecting both lndian and U.K. 

companies during 1952, brought to the notice of the Chamber, the 

Pakistan taxation authorities have :tnnounccd their intention to 
include within tax assessments such book-profit as accrued to 

subsidiaries of foreign companies in Pakistan, when that countt'y 

decided not to devalue her currency in 1949. ln one case the 



P<~kistnn Inspector of Taxes had expressed his intention of 
asscssine a company on the profit which h.:d, he 
alfcgcd,~arisen on its debit bah!llce head office as a result 

of stcrlinrr devaluation in October 1949. In a further 

a compa~y within _the Chamber membership discovered 

in the assessments of six sterling tea companies for the devalua

tion year, the J.T.O. had assessed the write-up of current ussets 

over current liabilities in the sterling books at the rate of 2/2cJ--
the post-devaluation rate of exchange. 

The Chamber in its consideration of these cases was 
generally agreed that no exchange profit or exchange loss could 

ucerue to a branch in such circumstances since a branch was 

accountable to its head office in its own currency, irrespec-

tive of its creditor in oflke books-an interpretation 
supported by case o( Ramlai llachiram vs. C.I.T. (l.T.R. 

1946, Volume XIV}. Even conceding that an exchange pro/lt 

Pak.istan, it was doubtful whether such pro/it or 
gain be deemcU to arise either directly or indirectly from 

tl1c business of the and the T,T.O. could be challenged 
on the ground that 

section 4 (vii) of the Income Tax 
Act any receipts which arc of a c<:~sual and non-recurring 

nature arc specifically excluded from assessments. Clearly a 
mere writing-up of assets and writing-down of liabilities could 

not-it was thought- -bring into existence a taxable exchange 
profit which could properly be regarded as income. 

Since assessments for the year 1949 have not yet been com
pleted, the full efTect of the Pakistan I.T.O.'s attempt to inflate 

the assessment value cannot yet be fully mcnsured. A survey 

of member firms with Paki~tani interests has however indicated 

that most foreign companies have already been asscssctl to tax 

on profits alleged to arise from the alteration of the value of the 

J>akistani rupee. While some firm~ have for their own reasons 

accepted tile assessment inclusive of the cxclwngc difl'erencc, 
some have. even in tllC a~s~:s~ment refused to take 
cognisance of the existence of such profit" .. Most com-

panics. however, have lodged appeals against the tax authorities' 

right to levy tax in this 
known taxation cases, 

China Ld. (7tll May 1951). 
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oproscd as it b to ~cvera\ wdl

Davic:s-1'-Shell Comrany o[ 

So far none of these appcals has, to ti_JC knowlc:dgc of :::~ 
Chamber, been heard but the stJbject contm:tcs .. to such 

. f tl , C\nmbcr's income-tax adv!~C!s. , 
a.lt~~Jtton. ,o nosl~ satis,factnrily handled in Pakistan, the Chat~Jbcr 
~~~~c~~~~~~~hlcy ,should if necessary ~c rcferrcd to the Pakistan 

Chambers for consideration and actJon. 

. und . Contingent contribution under se~-
Provident F . a·an Income Tax Act.- -As recorded Ill 

tion 58D(h) of the In 1 . , , T·lx \Vc~t Bengal, 

the 1951 report, the._Comn~~~:1\~~~-~~lfa~~~~o::~~stc~s' of provident 

addrcsse~ C.hambCJS. ~(il~ that provident funtl ruk~ shou]tl be 
funds cady m J 95 1 .~~~\,, ~ ith as much cbrity and Lle!lnitcnc<;s 
amended so as to 'k_fmc, :d 'tmount o[ nny contributions of a 

as P?ssiblc the ~~.cas_t~n ;~atut:c which might be credited to an 
contmgcnt or pt:IJoclical, Ben •a! Ch:llnber which at the request 
individual member_-. Th~ uh~ these instructions to the notice 

of the tax auth~n-l!es,.btt:~"'thatthis instruction was ultm l'irc.\ 

~~ ttll:~~~~~~~s~ t~;~~~~~~:i~~c:r' and rerre~cntcd thc matter both to 

him and to the Central Board of Revenue 

, .. 'C ·ived from the Commissioner of 
Late in _1952 ~tn:pl~n'~;:~ ~~t,:tim: with the authority ol" the 

lncotne Tax Wo:~t ,[3, :that he-was unable to counten.ance 
Central l3oard of_ Rcvcnu , Clnmbcr and provtdcnt 
the view expl·c~~e~[ .·b~ _th\hcir, ruk~ thc . on 

fund trustee~ to ~pcuf) 111 •• 1,. t the accounts indivtdual 

which these bonuses wcr~r~.ay,~~~ 111f~ilurc of the Chamber's 

provident . fund . !llct_n~ •ht to the notice of Chamber members 
rcprescntalton W:ts bt~, .g . , India It has however been found 

antl abo other C hamb~t:~ -~~~ ·ontributions a~ pcrioLlical bonuses 
on thnt such spcct,d c . , . , · SSD (b) are 
and contingent contributtons ui~J,dct o~~~~~;~:ls on which 

extremely rare and, ti.MI. ~~~~~~so~~;·cto ~;~is section. In view of 
provident fund trustees h<t, . 1 rel'\tion nlaced on the 
this fact it was agreed tiM! the Ill crp ' -
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section would lwvc to be accepted .:~nd trustees should be urged 

where necessary to stale with suliicicnl definiteness both the 
occasion and bmis o[ such contingent paymc:nts. 

Terminal Taxes.-Latc in the year, the Chamber consi
of terminal taxes which had been discussed 

from Press reports and from discu~sions 
in Parliament, Government were intending to introduce 
central legislation on this subject. The Chamber encouraged tlw 

Associated Chambers to make a representation to the Ministry 
of Finance claiming that any legislation frnmcd for the purposes 

of the proposed levy should be circulated in advance to all 
scc!ions of trade and imlustry likdy to be a!l'cctcd. n is under
stood tlwt tlw Associated Chambers approachl:d Gov0rnmcnt on 
these lines bur has not so fnr received a favourable reply. 

Refund of Excess Profits Tax Deposits.---Sincc the 
period of or .E.P.T. Deposit:; refund ended on 

the 8th 1952 and refunds fell due, either when the 

or the 1st April, 1952, payments have 

on claims suhmiUed to the EJl.T. 
Department. Whilst in some cases refunds have been reason
ably prompt, in others there have been delays which the Cham

ber decided to bring to the notice of the Commissioner of 
Jnconw-Tax West Bengal. ln doing so, tlw Chamber took up 
~he case for expeditious payment o~ the grounds llwt the 

mterest payable on E.P.T. Deposit~ wa~ not paid after the due 
date, even though refund was held up for several months, 
meaning loss of interest in all cases of delay :md, in some. the 
double loss of interest paid on bank overdrafts necessitated by 
overdue refunds, plus the interest not paid 011 the deposit amount 
whilst payment \V<ls held up. 

So that no further cause for complaint 1;]l0uld arise, the 
Commissioner was :L<;kccl to investigate and to intervene in this 
matter. . Tl1e Commissioner repli~etl that the necessary steps 
were berng taken to expedite tlre refund~ as far as pos-sible. 
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Taxation Encrniry Com'Yli>;:Si'm.- G,w,~rnment announced 
in August that it-was intending to set up a tax enquwy c~m
mission to study the t<lX<ltion structure in the country at vanous 
levels with a view to recommending considcr;tbk chnnges. supple
mentary to the recommelJ(lation~ of the existing 1-~inance_ Com

mission. The intention of the. FiJVIJlCc Mir_1ister :" scl!m~- _up 

this commission to make an mtensive rcvrew ol the exJ.stmg 
income tax machinery. was wdcomed by the As~OCi<l!ell 

Chambers, in \iC\V oi' the compar:llivc fai!w·c of the meeting of 
State Finnncc Mini:.tcr~ in October, I 952. It is under~tood tl~at 
the Commission will inter olio examine 11K more cont~·over~1al 

clauses of the Income T:u. Amendment Dill of 195! wh1cl: we:e 
not incorporated in the m:~1wre introdm;c,l under that tllle 111 

1952. ' 
On tnxation m.:~lt:r.~ gcnemlly, the I3engal Chnmo~r r~com; 

mended to the attcnt1on of Go.vcrnment during_ the co.Ul ~~ o 

the year certain which (:rruircd urgcl~s!:~~~~t:g'~1~~~--

~::~~~~\~1~~~~y ar~~~c the separation of a~tivit~es from ~he 
executive. Another pDinL which had been nmcd m con_nectiOn 
with representation on E. P. T. refund .. was the .dl!Ticult_;: 
experienced by companies through delay lll coJ~1plct~ng then 
lined assessments nt times o[ trade rece~sion. These pomts were 

incorporated in resolutions put up to Govcrnm:nt \~y 1_he Asso· 
ciatetl Chambcr·s <11 the instance ol the Bengal(_ han, bel. 

Sales Tax-(al G(•ncml :-The year saw no material it:l

provement in the general ~ale~ W.\ J'O<;ition . Developments, 11: 

tiJC various States io emph.Jsi~e the tact that the St.!!G 
Governments were determined to proceed with lhe assessment 
of sales tax in nccordance with their own ideas _of _the St:lles' 
rights under the sales tax Article of the ConstttutJOn nnd <~ 

number of cnses have been instituted in the Courts _for !~1C 

purposes of obtaining rulings on a variety of questtons _m 

dispute between commercial interests :n:d the State Govcln
ments. As, however. some oi the more Jmportnnt issues have 
hcen t:lken as far as the: Supreme: Court, the closed 011 '1 

more hopeful note since many of the 
points will doubtless be clarified by this Court 
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In view of the i11crcnsing numhcr of dcmrmds by 
States sales tax nutlmritics, especially those of and the 

U.P., thnt non-resident firms in West Bengal who had despatched 
goods to other Stntcs should register as dealers in those States 
and supply particulars of nll such sales made since the 26th of 

January, 1950, a thorough examination of the ~mks tax position 

<Jnd in particulnr of those problems <tfi"ccting members of the 
Clwmbcr, wns carried out by the Chnmbcr Committee in con
junction with the Sales Tax Sub-Commi!tec which had become 

~lllc of the Chamber's sl<lnding Sub-Committees at t!JC beginning 

of the year. The Sub-Committee, whilst appreciating that 
pressure of events would in certain crrscs necessitate the insti
tution of test cases in lh~: High Courts, considered that. generally 
speaking. the procedure wns a far too and cumbersome 

means of den ling with a situation lmving widespread cfl"ccts 
and nccordingly recommended that the Chamber should instead 

adopt the of petitioning the President of the Union to 
exercise po\vers under Article 143 (1) of the Constitution 
to consu]{ the Supreme Court <lnd obtain their opinion on 
specified sales tax propositions out of the interpretation 
of Article 286. the sales tax of the Constitution 
Althm1gh it was realised that the President miu:ht not take any 
action on the petition nnd that even i[ he die\, the process of 
moving the Supreme Court would be a lengthy one since all 
States Governments would have to be given nn of 
S!<Jting their views, the Chamber Committee 

accepted the recommendation since it was considered that tl1e 
petition would at least serve to nttract the attention of the 
Central and States Government5 and the public to the complex 
and anomalous position in \vhich trading and commercial 
int~res1s found themselves a~ a result of tl;c difl'ering interpre-
taltons to Article 286 of the Constitution by the various 
States In view of the importance of this matter 
to comm~rce and industry in the Chamber requested 
the_ ~ssocmted. Chambers of of India to sponsor the 
pctrtron and thrs, when ready. wa~ accordingly presented in their 
name 

( 12 

The petition contained a full explanation regarding the 

circumstances which had led to its presentation and after a 
general review of the position from the point of view of the 
varying interpretations placed by the States on the meaning of 

words such as "sale" and the "in the comse of 
inter State trade." "in the cm1rse cxporl m1t of" and "in the 
course of import into India," the following questions were 

submitted for reference to the Supreme r:omt :-

I. ln 

of 
Jevy a tax on t.lw t.ransact.ion of sulc? 

111. Docs. the cx 1:~:~::1:on ''Mlnltl dnliv~ry''ll~r~s ~~~~'cl~h!S~1~~~~;,1~~~; 
wit.hin the nwan-

ing o[ Article 2811 ((t) JJ:xplrl.nr>lion r 
J/l11stndion-If "X" sell~ t.o "Y'' und \lclivcrs docunwnts of 1-it.le in 

State A nml Ums loses con\.1"01 OYCl' il10 lmt 1.!10 

:~:~i\!~11~~:s:~~-~~\ll~;~i~;;~:~n i~; 1 r.~;l:~~ni~~ Gf ilw sni<l A::;;:lc? 

DC-I7 
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lll!IBiralirm-1! good~ nre sent from one Stuie to nnoUwr hns cilhet 
tax unW the 

comnwn liJnss of the goods in that Stntc? 

At the time of writing the report, no information Jwd been 
received regarding the progress of the petition. 

In addition to the submission of the petition, the Chamber 
nlso took advantage of the Finnnce Minister's nnnouncement of 
l1is intention of convening a meeting of State Government 

Finance Ministers with the object of achieving, by persuasion, 

a greater mea~ure of uniformity between the States in the matter 
of sales tax, by submitting a memorandum. couched in general 
terms and withmtt any altcmpt to argue the legal position 
since thi~ had already been done in the petition submitted 
to the President of the Union. The memorandum attempted to 

show how the conflicting views of the States· and Central 
Governments the of the sales tax 
Article of tl1e the industrial and commcr-
ciul communit_y with the. oncrous choice between bearing any 
sales tax the States thought fit to impo~e <1nd the expense and 

worry of prolo11ged Court proceedings in an endeavour to 
establish tllC legality or otherwise of these demands. 

the Chamber was informed that the question of 
an uniform policy to the extent possible in rcoard 

to the levy and administr.1tion of sales tax by th~ States w~uld 
undoubtedly be discussed at the Conference ; since, however. 
sales tax was within the purview and competence of the State 
Governments, the Government of Tndia could hardly do 
an~thing beyond that ulready done hy way of 
gutdance to them regarding the correct of 

Article 286 ; in any case it wus for the aggrieved party to take up 

the of unlawful levies with the appropriate authority, 
the relevant State Sales Tax Act. 

The Government of Tndia did in fact again endeavour to 

~;r~~~~etl;~ 65~~tteth~overnments to ac~ept t1~eir interpretation 
Conference of Fmance Ministers held in 

October. Although no authoritative statement has yet been 
published on the decisions reached at this Conference, it is 
understood that the State Finance Ministers were unable to come 
to any agreed decision on a number of controversial points, but 
nevertheless made it quite clear that they were unable to accept 

the Centra! Government's interpretations. 

The general of silles tax was also the subject of 

the following proposed by the Bengal Chamber at 

the Annual General meeting of the AssociuteU Chambers of 
Commerce of India held in December, 1952 :-

of Lhe Con~W.uLion," 

Tn thi~ resolution. the Chamber'~ l'epfcscntative 
rointed out that a number of years the necLl for an uniforn1 
~ales tax legislation had been impres~ed upon the Government 
of lndia. Althou!!h this ~til! remained the objective. the 
developments which had taken place the year pointed to 
the neccs.<.ity of taking .<.ome action would lead to a 

solution of at least some of the more As it 
\Vas clear from the examples brought to the 
that the States themselves were doubtful of the extent of their 

rights under the sales tax Article of the Con~titution. the 
urged more control by the Central Government pending 

any decision by the Suprel"!)e Court. 

During the year there were two juclicial decisions of out
~tanding importance to members of the Chamber. The first was 
the Supreme Court's decision in the appi:al preferred by the 
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'l'ravnncorc-Cochin Government <Jgainst an adverse judgment 

by the Tral'rlltcorc-Coc!tin 1-!iyh Court regarding the power of 

the State Government to levy ~ales tax on imports and exports 

The Supreme Court ruled that sales and purchases which them

selves occasioned the export and the import of goods, as tl1c case 
may be, out of or into tl1c territory of India, were exempted from 

sales by reason of Article 286 (1) (b) of the Constitution. The 

judgment did not, however, make it clear whether the immunity 

from sales tax only applied to sales by the exporter and purchase 

by the or covered all transactions taking place before 

the last of purchase by the exporter or the first 
transaction of sale by the importer. The position in this respect 
is still very far from clear. 

The second important ~ales tax judgment was in l3ihar 

Where the Patna High Court rejectcJ an application for a writ of 
prohibition by the llengallmmunity Co., Ltd., who hall applied 

for this on ~everal ground~. the most important being that they 
Were not liable to pay sales tax since were not resident in 
Bihar and therefore outside the of the Bihar ~ales 
tax authorities. The linn has now been leave to appeal 

to the Supreme Court and it is hoped the liability of a 

non-resident dealer to pay another State's sales tax will be 
clarified once and for all. 

The main difficulties experienced by members and not 
Otherwi~e specifically commented on elsewhere in this 
lwve been in respect of the Bihar and U.P. ;,ales tax 

The sales tax authorities of these States have continued to serve 

dcrnands 011 those member~ or the Chamber having no agent 

or olhc!' territorial connection with the State in question, buL 

nevert_heless cbpatching good~ to customers within that State, 

~~ regrster as dealers and to wbmit returns of all such sales made 

~~~~~-~t~~c~~~~ ~-~f~r~:-~~ary, _1950 .• Follo':'1ng the .Patna High 

ritie.<; have renewed their:~~ '~bove, _the Bihar sales tax autho
the Chamber has tl c. . , _m<~,r_Jd . ., With considerable vigour and 

despi!c the fact !halt l'~~o:tc d~\Jscd th,c members conccrneJ tl:at, 
ppe,!l to the Supreme Cottrt regard1ng 
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the legality of thc~e demands for non-rcsidcllt lkakr~ to regi_stcr 

is at present they have no o?tiou. but \~ rcgtst~r 
<t:> relJUested but so ~h~uld make 1t quttc clcm that.thl~ 

is bein;r done in compliance wllh the request and not ~ec,ll!sc 

they c;nsidcr themselves liable to register and pay tax under 

the Bihar Sales T<lX Act. 

During the year, the bscntial liood~ (Declaration ~llld 

Regulation of Tax on Sale or Pun.::ha~el Act, 1952, came mto 

force. This Act lays down the good~ or classcs of go~ds decmed 

to be essential for the life of the community and wluch ~h~uld, 

therefore, be tax-free. It was hoped that ~omc measmc_ or 

uniformity regarding article;, to be exempted from taxatJO~l 

would be achieved by this Act but sinn: it did not 1_1avc retJ:os-
pcctive cJTcct and did not alfcct legislation, Jts. practtcal 

dl"ect in reducing the number of at pre~cnt _tux<~blc and 

way of introducing some measure of unifonmty mt_o_ the 
of articles as lax-free, ha~ been negllgtble 

Following the introduction of this Act, howev_er, th~ Gov~_rnJ~cnt 
o( India have urged States to adopt the lollowmg p!JJ1Clple;, 

regarding the taxation ol" essential goods :-

cons1111w 1·, shoultl be levied, 

:·:)) ~,~~~~~;~:-~~~~:~~:~~~~~19:~:·~:;:~:,~:11::~~:~·::~:;;~~wine~;:;~.: us possible the 
So far there has been no indication that Stale~ have t~lkCn any 

~!cps to amend their legislation in accordance Wllh these 
principles. 

Another serious asjJccl o( sales taxation whi_ch has been 

considered by the Chamber is the question of liflg(/{.ion ~·o.l"/.1". 

lt is obvious that if a firm in~titutcs a tc~t case in a High Court, 
for it to be taken a~ far as the Supreme Court. 

''"'·ofm,·o likely that the lirm will be faced with considerable 
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expenses which arc out of all proportion to tlw amount o[ tax 

involved. As a result of suggestions made to the Clmmbcr that 
interested members should share the considerable expenses of 

sales tax litigation involving constitutional issues by the institu

tion of a "fighting fund"' under the Chamber's auspices, this 
question has been closely examined by the Chamber Committee 
in consultation with the Sale~ Tax Sub-Committee and the 

conclusion has been reached that although the raising of such a 
fund under Chamber's auspices would be unobjectionable as a 
matter of principle, the practical dillicultics involved in arriving 

<:~t any method of apportioning expenses among mem-
bers rendered a impracticable. At the time of 

the n~porl, however, the Chamber Committee were 

suggestion whereby litigation costs 
could be shared by members of the Chamber benefiting or 
likely to bcnelit from legal proceedings of this kind. 

(b) Supplies to the Railways :--The terms of the Railway 
Board's instructions the system to be followed by the 
Railway6 for making in Acceptunces of Tender for 
6ales tax on goods supplied under contract were referred to in tlw 
report for 1951. During the course of the year, the Chamber 
received reports from members that as in the case of the 

Directorate-Genera], Suppli::s and Disposals. referred to 
elsewhere in this rcporl, certain railway,; had refused 

to accept liability for sales tax on goods supplied where 
although the had been made in Culculta, the 

were to be comigned to another State. 
against this, the West Bcngul Sales Tax authorities 

demanded puymcnt of tax in accordance with the provisions 
of the West Bengal Sales Tax Act. TJ1e Chumbcr accordingly 

. :Jgain approached the Railway Board pointing out thut 
sales tax was ordinarily payable to the State in which were 
delivered and consumed and thal the be 
advised that under the sales tax would 
normally have to be 

claim to exemption tax on the grounds that the goods were 
to be, or had been removed to another destinution would have 
to be proved to the satisfaction of the West Bengal' Government 
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and neither that Government nor the supplier could be asked to 

undertake this task. Although no reply to the Chamber's 
representation has yet been received. advice has been received 

from members that they had been informed by the North 
E:1stcrn R:1ilway that tax would be paid in such cases on the 
understanding that if the Railway Board decided, in consulta

tion with the State Government, that the tax was not chargeable, 

the amounts paid to the supplier would be refunded. This 
procedmc docs not appear to l1avc been adopted by tl1e other 

and the Railway Board has :1ccordingly been requested 
it- As no reply has been received from the 

Railway Board and <1nomalm1~ po~ition therefore continue~ 
to exist. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act, (i) Er('mption in th(' 
rase of safe.~ to the former !Jcpartmcnt of Industries and 
Supp[ics:-ln the report for 1951, reference was made to the 
decision of the CalcutJa High Court that sales to the former 
Department of Industries and Supplies during the 
1st June 1946 to 31st March 1949 were exempted from 
Sales Tax. On appeal, however. the judgment wus 
favour of the West Government's rigl1t to collect tax 
on such snlcs. Leave has given to to the Stlpremc 
Court and the Chamber has, in the endeavoured to 
persuade the Government of Wc~t Bengal that pending the 
outcome of the appeal. it would only be reasonable to defer 
assessment of sclles !<IX on ~uch sales. This the Government of 
West Bengal refused to do nnd the Government of India w:ts 
accordingly requested in view of the West Bengal Government s 
attitude, to confirm that they will hold indcmnifi:d 

of the facts In for the reimbur~ement of tax on an 
each case nml on a consideration of the terms of contract und~r 
which the stores had been supplied. The Gover~ment of Tn.d1a 
Jwve replied that they nrc unable to cntcrtam any ~i:Jnns 
pending final decision of the Supreme Court, but that m the 
event of decision in favour of the West Bengnl Government, 

each case would be decided on its merits. 

fii) Excmplinn of Ships' stores and hunker coal.-Thi~ 
mntter was reported on at some length in the rerort for 1951. 
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This year, the Chnmber again pressed the Government to exempt 
from sales tax that portion of a ship's stores and bunkering us 
was certified by tlJc Master of the vessel as being for consump
tion outside West Bengal, and in support of their contention 
pointed out that this hnd been upheld in. Bombay where the 
Collector of Sales Tax had ruled that sales of goods delivered as 
sl1ips' stores to Masters of ships in the port of Bombay, when the 
goods were to be consumed on voyages to foreign cotmtrics, 
were not to be subject to tax under the Bombay Sales Tax Act. 
provided that the ships actually proceeded to foreign destina
tion~ nnd not any port in India The West Bengal Government 
lmvc rcruscd to accept the Chamber's contention and the Cham
ber has accordingly reluctantly reached the conclusion that the 
only course now open to the shipping interests concerned is the 
institution of a test case in the Calcutta High Court The various 
Shipping Conferences have agreed to this in principle and it 
therefore only remains to select a suitable instance as a test case. 
At the time of writinrr however no selection had been 
made since, before taking~ any actio~. the Chamber had decided 
to await the outcom<! of representations whtch it was understood 
lmd been made to the Bombay Government by Bombay shipping 
interests in protest against the withdrawal of the exemption 
~reviously applying to such sales, as the result of the promulg<l
tton of the 11ew Bombay Sales Tax Ordinance, 

(iii) Sales Tax on second-hand cars:~Thc Chamber's 
endeavours to obtnin the exemption from sales tax of subsequent 
sa_lcs of articles in cases where it could be reasonably proved. 
Wtthout causing hardship or inconvenience to the party 
eoncer~~d, that West Bengal sales tax had in fact been paid on 
the ?ngmal sale, were commented on in the report for 1951. 
Durmg the course of the year. the Chamber was advised by the 
West Bengal Government that there was no provision in the 
sa.les tax hl_egisla_ti?n exempting such sales from sales tax. In 

~~~~~~~d~n~~ d~~~s~n and t~c fac_t that this_was not a problem of 
g P rtnnce .tffeetmg the mtcrcst of members 

;:;;;~~~~~i~~cs. Chamber decided not to mnkc any further 

'"'"·---------
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(iv) E.remption of .mles by Industrial Canteens:-The case 
made out by the Chamber for the exemption from sales tax of 
sales in industrial canteens of tea, sweetmeats and Other items 
not included in the list of foods exempt from tnx under the 

Bengal Finance Sales Tax Act, was mentioned in the report for 

1951. 

The Govcmmcnt of West Bengal sttbsequcntly informed the 
Chamber that its request could not be mel since it was "not 

admissible under the Jaw." The Chamber thereupon replied 
that if the laws were found faulty by experience they should 
be amended, il being pointed out that when the Act had been 
passed in 1941, the sale of food in compulsory canteens had ~10t 
even been contemplated, nor, in all probability had the quesiLon 
of additional costs in the form of tax been considered when the 
West Bengal Factory Rules were passed. The broad principle 
on which the Chamber's argument rested was that legislation 
intended to furnish Government with revenue out of profits on 
sales could not reasonably be applicable to sales on which no 
profit arose and therefore any sales of food in compulsory, 
non-profit making cnntcen.q should be free from tax. T~ view of 
the Government of West Bengars refusal to consider any 

amendment of the lnw, the Chamber dropped the matter for the 

time being. 

The Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) (West Bengal 
Amendment) Act, 1950 : Declaration Forms.~I~ the 
report for 1950, reference was made to the fact Lh~t a rcg1stered 
Uealer wishing to obtain exemption from sales tax m the case ?f 
goods sold to another registered dealer, would ha~c- to obtam 
from the latter for submis.~ion to the sales tax authonttes, a form 

of dcclurntion to the e!Tcct that the goods pllTch~scd ';ere covered 
by the deuler's certificate of registration as bcmg mtendcd for 

resale or for usc in manufacture. 

During 1951 and 1952, the Chamber exchanged eo~sidcrablc 
eorrcspondenec~with the Commissioner of Commcrcml Taxes 
regarding the form which tllCSC deelurations should tak~ ~nd the 
procedure to be foUowcd. The complications of obtammg and 

BC-18 
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subm!tting declaration forms in respect of every transaction
cs~cmlly wh_en business is carried on through brokers-in 
wh1~h exemption was sought. were pointed out and the Chamber 
partJcularly su~p~rted the request made by the Calcutta Tea 
Traders Assocmtmn that sales of tea at the Calcutta auctions 
should be exempted from the proposed procedure since this 
would mean much unnecessary and useless work in rccordin 
t?e details. of every sale and purchase of tea lots. The Associa~ 
!JOn s~~m1ttcd an alternative procedure whereby the sales tax 
authont1cs would have all the evidence they required regarding 

sales to rcgistcrc~ dealers and these have been accepted by the 
Government and mcludcd in the latest amendments to the Bengal 
Sales Tax Rules, 1941. 

The original Form of Declaration prnpv<;ed by Govern
ment. has not been modified to any great extent and it 
remams to be seen whether now that the new procedure is in 
force, sellers and purchasers do in practice find it as burdensome 
as they expected. 
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FINANCE 
. The Central Budget, 1952-1953.-In view of the im

pending changes in the constitutional position at the time of the 
'general election, the Chamber did not think it necessary to 
address the Government of India on tlic Finance Minister's 
''caretaker" budget or on the Finance Bill immediately after 
they were introduced in Parliament on the 29th February, 1952. 
These merely continued, Us an interim measure, the rates of 
income tax, super-tax and additional duties of customs and 
excise being levied under the Finance Act of 1951. It was, 
however, disturbing to read in the Press reports of the Finance 
Minister's reply to the discussion in the House that in his 
personal view there was not much room for taxation relief, 
either to the common man or to the industrialist. At that time 
the Chamber considered that the need for relief was urgent and 
justified and was anxious that, having regard to the prevailing 
recession in the financial and commodity markets, all aspects of 
the matter should be examined before the budget was presented 
again to the new House of the People. Consequently this point 
was taken up with the Finance Ministry at once, asking that 
the Minister's attention be directed to the case for relief put 
forward by commercial and industrial interests throughout the 
country during the past few years, and by the Associated Cham
bers of Commerce in the resolution passed at their 1951 Annual 
General Meeting. This stated :-

"This Association urges a reduction in the level of taxa· 
tion on income with the object of stimulating the 
enterprise and investment so vital to the development 
and expansion of the country's economy envisaged in 

The Five Y car Plan." 

When however the terms of the Finance Minister's budget 
address to the House of the People and other relevant details 
had been studied by the Chamber Commiltec and their Income 
Tax Sub-Committee, it was agreed that there was little or no 
scope for useful comment, nor was reduced taxation feasible or 
justified in face of the figures revealed by the final budget state-



ment for 1952-53. Whilst in the ordinary course the Clwmb~.:r 

disappointment with regard to the con
of taxation, in the position disclosed it was 

that no action was necessary. Much the same attitude 
was adopted by other constituents of the AsSociated Chambers 
of Commerce of India. 

The Finance Commission : Allocation of revenue to 
\Vest BengaL-The important subject of the distribution of 
federal finances between the Central and States Governments, 
inve~ti_gated by the Indian Finance Commi~sion appointed in 
November, 1951, came before the Chamber Committee when the 
Comrni~sion invited suggcstions from the public on two of !11c 

questions included in its terms of n.:krence, namely :-

(a) The distribution of the net procccds of income tax 

between tlJC Indian t'nion and the States and the 

amount for allocation to cach State of the States' 
share of this tax. 

(/;) The 

the 
India. 

While the Commission was carrying out enquiries in West 
Bengal April the Chamber set out in a memorandum the 

industry support
ed the general case of thi~ State l'or more favourable treatment 
than it has received hitherto, panicularly UJH.ler the Constitution 

of Revenue) Order giving c!Tect to the Deshmukh 
this Order, West Bengal was allotted 13.5;;; of the 

ol' the net of taxes on and 
of Rs crorcs fr·om the export on 

jute and jute products, butnotlring from tl1e Consolidutcd Fund. 
The Chamber agreed with Llw Wcst Bengal Government's conten
tion.that this all!ocation wa.o; unfair and inadequate for the 
partrct~l<~r rcquir·cmcnts of' West Bcngal as an important centre 

?f l~1dra s trade and industry and in view of the heavy calls on 
1ts ilnancial resources. 
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in aUdressing the Commission, th..: Cl:anlb~r cOJKcrrtratcJ on 
the unusual difliculties o[ the St:ltc srnce rt \V<\S a ccntr_c of 

dc[cncc and supply during World \~ar 11,. _the scen~ol~(~:~~ 
1943-44 famine and of communal disltabann::s .Ill 1946 Chamber 

the partition of 1947. On tllis bst poult the 
the situation in the following terms :-
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The Chambl!r tlwn went on to emphasise the realistic efforts 
made by West Bengal in endeavouring to meet its heavy adminis
trative costS, at the same time pressing on with development 

schemes for its own improvement and to further the capital 

to it by the Centrl! with the Planning Commis
' endorsement. On no occasion has it sought to rely on 

Central sources o( revenue in order to moderate its hil!h rates of 

t~x~llion. This in the Chamber\ view has reached th; advisable 
lnmt. 

. :vh:.ttever the best means of determining the basis oJ revenue 
dtstnbutwn be, the position of West Denga\ and the need 

upward adjustment of its share of income tax 

from the of the Consolidated Fund: 
as . a_s from export were strongly impressed on the 

~ro:;:~usswn, whose altct~tio_n was also drawn to the importance 

it to fall for 1~~~1~~ ~~~u:~~tc and the dangers of allowing 

usel"t~:~\~1~e 1~1l~~~::,1~1ltit~~:~ ll~at ll_JC ~ham_ber could add anything 
Commission a'.,, ' . s m,~dc 1ll Jts wnttcn memorandum, the 

· gtcecl tiM! there was no need to sl!nd a Chamber 
to meet thcm whilst they were iJ) Calcuua during 

The Commission's report was 
People on the 14th February, to the House of the 

, -~o.pi~~l ~ss~es.Control.- Under the authority of the ocw 
Ctptt<~l Issues (Conttnuance of Control) A I 
control of capital issues may be continue~1~;:~t:~lc;~5~.ct 1952, 

on c~~~~:~gl:~ll~es discusscd_ by the Advisory Committee 

arc rcprescntccl the CJ, bon whtch the Associated Chambers 
' Mm er has been particularly concerned 
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with the constitution of the Committee The proposal had been 

made that control should in future be vested either in a Statu
tory Commission tmdcr the nmcndcd Compnnies Act or in the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry under the Industries (Ocve· 
lopment nnd Rcgulntion) Act. The Chamber recommended the 
former alternative and sttpported tlw cnntinunncc in existence 
of the Advisory Commillcc, at \c;tst until the Statutory Com 
mission was functioning properly. 

Later in the year, the Bengal C'l1ambcr was asked by the 

Associated Chambers to suggest names for the reconstituted 
Committee, whose function is limited to <tdvi~ing Govcmmcnt 
on general principles of policy and procedure. The Associated 
Chambers cventunlly put before Government the names of 
Messrs. G. A. S. Sim, the nominc.c ;1[ the Bengal Chamber. 
and J. C. J3urns, the nominee of the Bombay Cha~1ber. 

State Trading Committee 1952.-In October 1952, the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry appointed a Two-Man 
Committee to re-consider the conclusions rcnched by the State 
Trading Commiuce or 1949-50 in the light changes 
in India's economic circumstances. The Chnmb;rs. 
which had sent a clctailecl reply to 1hc c<trlier Committee. invitcll 
the Bcngnl Chnmbcr whose rcprcsenwtivcs hnd given evidence 
before that Committee to its views on state trading. It 
wns nsked 10 consider in the earlier Committee's re-
commendations that n State Trading sl10ukl be set 
up to administer import and export of steel, coal 
and fertilisers. 

The replies of the Associations connected with the Ch<Jmbcr 
unanimously confirmed the nttitmlc taken before the earlier 
Commiltec, nnmely, that slntc w;ts a dangerous develop" 
mcnt and that governmental were ill-qualified 10 con-
duct import-export activities foreign countries. Practical 
instnnces were given where foreign suppliers !tad withdr:nvn 
ravournblc offers to_privatc trnclcrs when it wns learnt tlwt Gov
ernment w<ts intending to enter the purchasing market. In the 
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pilot plant project to cxmninc vnrious types of ink produced, 
their stornge under various conditions, economics in production 
etc. It was not thought that the Iemler to the Government o[ 
India of these inks could be considered ns competition with 

enterprise as it was logical to avoid waste of products 

the pilot plant 

The Council then pointed out the changes which had come 
about since its functions were defined in 1941 and the present 

the public and priv:Jtc 
open to Government 

out of a pilot plant 

operating in its national they would do so on 
their own account if thought feasible and desirable. 

The Chamber was not wholly in favour or entering at this 
into discussion of the controversial question of State com-

with private enterprise on the grounds of this particular 
case alone, especially in view of the Planning Commission's 
ideas on a future economy visual ising the dual and complimen-
tary of a State and a sector. The Associated 

the but continues to keep the 
sort under review in consultation with 

London Metal Exchange.--- \Vith the 
dealings in tin and lead on the London 
believed likely to be extended to other metals in the near future 
the Chamber addressed tl1e Assistant Controller of the Reserve 

Bank of India, Exchange Control on the subject of 

facilities enabling Indian to take advantage of 
the opportunities alTered. Whilst hedging might entail 
losses tl1e pnyment or which required the Reserve Bank's snnc
tion, the gains that could be made would in the Chnmbcr"s view 
benefit lndi;1's and it would be in the 

were allowed to operate on 

exchange. 

This matter is still under consideration. 

Stamp Duty on General Powers of Attorney. From 
time to time members have been informed of the progress of 

w )Q£ 
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tile test case. in.st~tutccl by _tJw Chamber during 1948, with the 

of obtammg a Hlgh CourL ruling on the question of 
stnmp duty of Rs. 10/- should be paid for the cxccut" 

of. a general power of attorney under section 480 of the lnd:~:: 
SLimp Act,, or whether such a power of attorney requires the 

. of ,J_scpamtc stamp duty in respect of each 
. Jt appl1cs, when powers arc granted to 
m the absence of partners or directors. 

to 

( B7 ) 

INDUSTRIAL 
The Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948.-As 

stated in the Chamber report for 195 I. the Government of India 
decided that this Act should in the lirsl instance be intrmluccd 
on a pilot scak in only the Ddhi and Kanpur areas but. owing 
to objections from employers there that its introJuction would 
involve them in higher costs und place them at a competitive 
disadvantage with producers in other parts of the country, an 
Amendment Act was passed in the !alter part of 1951 which 
cnt.leavoured to equalise the financial burdens of the Scheme: 
the Act, including both the payment of contributions by 
employers and workers and the introduction of tm::dical benclits 

for the workers, woullL as before apply in its only to 
Delhi and Kanpur, but the expenses invo\veLl would 
only by the contributions in those ureas but by a 
lion, at a reduced: rate of .:l'.\', of their total wage 
in all other parts of India. The legislation thus enacted was to 
take clfcct from 24th January 1952 and the Chamber warned its 
constituents that they should make financial provision for their 
special contributions as from that dale. Sub~equently, however, 
Governnwnt issued a notillcation bringing the Scheme into clfcct 
frum 24th Fcbl'llary and it accordingly operated from that dale. 

The introduction of the Act and the of the special 

contribution in the Calcu!la area were by many dilli· 
culties which rellectcd insuflidcnt forethought on Government's 
part and an inadequate· appreciation of the administmtivc and 

practical details involved. Prescribed forms had to be cant· 
pleteU by employers and code numbers allotted to them before 
they could commence paying their special contributions, but 

when the contributions for the first period became due these 
forms were still not available and, in the absence of code 
numbers, the Imperial Bank refused to accept deposits. In 
addition, there was confusion as to the precise categories of 
Workers who were covered by the Act and in respect of whom 
the special contribution would be payable, and there was also 
r.:on~idcrable doubt as to whether or not employers had to base 
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contributions or. the wag~.:s "immediate employers," i.e. 

contractors. ln the: face of employers _generally 

were at a loss as to their correct course of action and, in order 

to gel these: problems settled, the Chamber was cn~<H::cd 
over several months in an involved correspondence with ~he 
Regional and Central St<1te TnsurmlCe authorities and found it 
necessary to take solicitor's advice on certain of the disputed 

points. The doubts and diflicultics wer0 eventually Selllcd ; 

but only after a great deal of trouble and harrassmcnt which 

could have been avoided had greater atkntion been before-

hand to the drafting of the lcgi~lation and the of an 
eflicic:nt administration. 

As stated, the Insurance Scheme at first operated in its 
entirety only in the: Delhi and K<111pur areas and it was Govern

ment's intention that it ,_hould be extended throughout the 

country to a gradu:d plan ; in Calcul!a it would take 
effect in !uly and the programme would be completed in 

the rcmamder of !he country by the middle of 1954. There 

was consider<Jblc speculation as to the precise form which the 

s~·stem of medical benefits would cventual!y take and, with a 
\'Jew to information on the and m:tking recom-

m~nd.ations would ensure that system would be as 
ctlccttve as possible, the Chamber maintained close contact with 

Dr: Katial. the Director General of the Stute lnsuwm:c CorpO· 
rat!On, and arranged a meeting with l1im in Calcutta during 

Au~ust. He stated on that occasion that Government's plans 

envJsaged a panel system. somewhat on the lines of the Scheme 

follo:vcd in the U.K. whereby all general practitioners would 
be gtven an opportunity of pal'licipating in the Scheme and 

workers wou~d be given medical attention both in consulting 

roor_ns and 111 their own homes. Employers naturally were 

~~~~~~u~h~h~c: 1 c . -~~ the , of medical benefits 
tiJctent should not cause any dis-

~~:~~~~~eramong the l_<ib(~\ll" force _'lllCl, with that object, the 
, . th<Jt 11 was dcs1rablc that the Act should 

:~~~~,em u~c ns.po~~ible of medical facilities already main-
\ plo)crs, subject of course to !he proviso that existing 

faci!itie~ should not constitute an aJditional liability on 

employers over and above the liabilities under the Act. In 

addition, the Chamber emphasised the need for forethougl11 and 

pre-planning and recommended that, before the be11c:fit scheme 

was actually introduced. Regional Boards should be constitu!l:d 

so that advantage could be taken of the experience or 

in operating present mcUical scheme~ and thought could be 

'lo the practical diflicullics likely to be encountered. 

In the meantime, reports from Delhi and Kanpur were not 

encouraging. It appeared that the Scheme was proving to be 

much more expensive than had been expected, that in certain 

respects it was unpopular with the workers becau~e of ddiciencic~ 
in the benefits it gave them. The medical profession also 
had serious misgivings about its opcrntion. In the light of this 

situation it seemed likely during the latter part o[ the year that 
Government would be prepared to make: some relaxation in the 

Act when it was applied to of India and in particuhu 

would wish to incorporate and as full advantage as possible 

of existing medical arrangements In this lal!er respc:ct the 

Chamber's point was met by the issue of a by 
the redonal authorities in January 1953 asking information 
about~ facilitie~. with a view to estimating their exteJ:t 

and the of their being im:orporatcd in the bench! 

scheme in due course. In January. 1953 the Rcgion~d Director 

also announced the formation of a Regional Board ami the 

Chamber was invited to nominal.; a repre~cntative on it 

There the position remains at the time of writing. the inten

tion ,_till being that th..: Insurance Schcm..: in ih entirety should 

be applied to the Calcutta area in July 1Y53. 

The Employees' Provident Funds Act, 1952. Th~ 
introduction by the Government of India of the Employees 

Provident Funds Ordinan<.:e in the !alter part or 1951 was des

cribed in the Chamber report for that yc:ar. as wert: the pro
tests made by the Chamber against Government\ procedure in 

resorting 1o an Ordinance fm this purpose and its criticisms of 
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the contents of the Ordinance. Dc:spite these the 
Ordinance remained in force and was translated ttn Act, 

with no modification of the major principles involved, towards 

the cntl of February, 1952. 

a Provident 
basic principles and conditions, 

and for pntctical purposes thcrc:fore a great deal dc:pcndcd on 

the terms of scheme promulgated under the Act. In due 

cour~c a draft Fund Sd1emc was published for public 
comment on!Gth April1952. The Schcml.! applied to :til factory 

workers in certain specified industries (cement, cigarettes, 

engineering, iron and steel, paper and tcxtilcs) drawing a basic 

pay not in excess of Rs. 300/- per month, and provided that the 

Provident Fund comributions for these workers should be 6.{ ~·., 
of both the basic pay and clearness allowance, pay:tblc by both 

the employer and employee ; it prescribed the conditions under 
which withdrawn! of Provident Fund monies could be made, 

both for loans and on thc termination o[ service, the amount 

o[ the employer'~ contribution which would be payable, and the 

nccountiug which wotdd be fllllowcd in handling contributions, 

withdrawals and the crediting of interest; :md it provided for 

the payment o( deceased workers' dues to their nominees and 

for thc protection of accumulations against attachment. A 

feature of the Scheme was that it was intended to apply to a 

m<~n's entire working life and with that object it had provision 
for thc transfer of accumulatimls from one factory to another 

wl~en a w?rker changed his employment, the paying out of dues 
bemg subJect to a waiting of twelve momhs during which 

the man concerned have to be out o( employment in a 

fact~r~ coming within the application of the Scheme. The 
ndmtntstration of the Scheme wa~ to be under the control of a 

Central Board of Trustees, consisting of nominees of Govern
~nent, employers and labour and the executive work was to be 

m the hands of a Central rrovidcnt Fum] Commissioner and his 
pcrn~ancnt staff ; simihtr administrative arraneernents would be 
provtdcd at a lower level by the appointment o[ Regional Boards 
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of Trustees and Regional Provident Fund Commissioners : nnd 

the Scheme contained detailed rules for the conduct of the 
business of these bonrds nnd executive oflicers. Finally, both 

the Act and !l1c Scheme provided for the grant or exemption to 
fnctories on condition tlwt their existing Pmvident Funds were 

in gcneml as favourable to the employees as the Government 

Scheme nne! that arrangements would be mnde for the transfer 

of accumulations when a mnn c!Janged his employment. The 

Scheme provided inter nlia for the pn:yment by employers of nn 
ndministrntive charge to meet the costs o( and in n 

covering Jcucr which wns i~sucd along with draft Scheme 

Government nnnmmced their intc11tion of levying a charge of 

5·•, of contributions on those employers who cnme under the 

Government Scheme and 2,1.",. on those who obtained exemption 

The Draft Scheme wns published under n noti!icntion of I Gth 

April but was not n:ceived in Cnlcutta until the 22nd. It wns 

Government's intention that the Scheme slwuld be brought into 

force on 1st July and with thnt ohjc:::t they asked that comments 
on the draft nnd 
by 7th Mny. 

for exemption should be submitted 
schedule w:1s of course most inndcquatc 

and the Chamber therefore immcdi~1tcly prote\tcd and :1sked for 

an extension. At Jlrst the Chamber's request W<ls turned down, 
but Government eventunlly agrl.'ed to extend the time ror com

ments to 22m! May and decided to publish the Scheme in its 
final form on 1st June and accept exemption applications up to 

30th Jt1ne. Beforc this extension was granted tllC Chamber 

submitted prclimirwry comments on the draft on Gth M<ty <tnd 
followed this up with n fuller statement of its criticisms on 21st 
fl.tty. 

The Chamber first of all protested the extreme haste 
with which the Scheme wns bcin~ and suggested that. 

since cOkient Provident Funds \~'ere already in operation in the 
larger industrial units, there was not in fact nny grent mgency; 

it thercl"ore proposed that the introduction of the Scheme should 

be deferred until !st January !953 and that in the meantime 
Government should tnke steps to set up the necessary mnchinery 
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for the ndministration of the Fund, recruit and train staff nnd 
deal with applications for exemption from the Scheme. The 
Chamber <Jbo criticise:! the complicated administrative mnchi-

. . _in the Scheme and suggested that it could be very 
. . sunpl1hcd without in nny way impairing the Scheme's 

clllt.Icnt opc1·ation. The complc:xity of Government's adminis
tra~lvc proposals was reflected in the high ndministrativc chnr!!cs 
wi_H_ci_J they were proposing to levy and which the Chamber 

cntiCiscd on _the ground that these costs should either be a charge 

on the Prm•Jdcnt Fund money or shoHld be borne by Govern
ment. and employees ; nnd that in any cnsc there 

for imposing nn administrative charge on 
cxcmp.tcd funds which would lnlve their own domestic co~ts of 

?perntl~~· These were criticisms on matters of principle ; and 
ll1 acld!_llon tile Chamber commented on many obscurities, 
anomalies ancl tickets in the details of the dmft Scheme 

~s. stated. Government had announced their intention of 
publis]ung the Schcmc in it~ /ina! form on lst June but. in the 

event, many month.~ lapsed be_fore any definite development 

tool; Eventually. the /mal Scheme was published on 

~-nc~ . . Government announced that exemption appli· 
cdtlons should he submitted by 5th October and it was stnted 

that the SelJcme as a whole would be brought into force as from 

~:~l~~;e::~~~~- In gc:ler;~L the_ modifications made in the draft 

concession to ~~~d~~ltl; , mu:or 111l]l:1rlance, the only significant 
Y s VICII'S being the abandonment of the 

to an administrative charge on exempted Funds 

of the administrative charge for others to 3','{,. 

An immediate decision on the question of applyinr:: for 

was ~~:11;1~1 t~(lll~eb~~ <~nd, as u.e,u:~l, the~ had 

exemption were not i ·. t:cc,cssary actiOn.. Man~ 
cations within the dnte 11 1:lct .1ble to submit apph· 
President of t1ie visited by (,m~en_nnent. but when the 

O~tober he was informed by th~eZa~~l\~~~ towards the end of 

tiM! Government would accept 'lP r . . not only 
they were anxious that Jar 'C an~l p tC.It,mns at any but that 

f!. reput,Jblc employers should in 
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fnct submit npplicntions. The result o[ Government's undue 

lwste, however, and of their <tpparcnt under-estimate of the 

administrative burden which would be involved. was that the 

Scheme eventual!y came into force on 1st November ami 

factories which had applied for exemption were still nt that time 

without instructions as to their course of nction. To meet this 

situation the Provident Fund Commissioner agreed th<Jt contri

butions ns from 1st November-- which were based upon dearness 

alknvance ns wcl! as hnsic wages ·should be placed in a suspense 

account and thnt compnnics which hacl applied for exemption 

slJOuld be permitted to defer the submission of the various forms 

<llld rctmns which wcrc required under the terms of the Scheme ; 

in the me<tntime. employers who desired exemption were not to 

take [IllY action in such matters as paying out Provident Fund 

dues to ex-workers ;md in fact, beyond the collection of contri· 

butions, the operation of private Funds was subject to a comp\etc 
standstill order. this concession, however, the exemp· 

tion problem to be confu~ed. for apnrt from Govern· 

ment's lack of action in dealing with individual 
Funds for which exemption was sought had to be 
conformity with the Government Scheme and it W<IS not 
to what extent Government would require companies to make 

; in <~ddition, there 

were legn! and income-tax which prevented private 

found~ being brought into line with the Government Scheme in 

certain respects. 

During the lntter part of the year and the enrly pnrt of 1953 

~cvcr~11 meetings on the subject took rlacc with Government 

representatives and a number or concessions were mndc to the 
viewpoint. The latest development at the time of 

is that Government have published [I list of criteria by 

which Funds will be judged to determine whether or not they 
qualify for Individual <tpplic<ttions have still not 

been dealt with. and the confusion which cllrrently 

.~hrouds the entire Provident Fund issue is a rellcction of Govern-

ment's seriom under-estimate or the dilllcultic~; of 

introducing a social insurance. scheme this mngnitude. 
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The Industries (Development and Regulation) Act. 
1951 : Registration and Licensing of Industrial 
Undertakings Rules.-As slated in the 1951 report, the 
Chnmber, having done nll that it could to ensure that industry 
wns reasonably in the of the Industnes 
(Development 

before the Central flnally decided that co-operation 

of this measure, especially 
appoimcd under it, would 

be the to adopt. The Act was put into force on the 
8th May 1952, <Hlc\ with the publication of the Ruks for the 
Rcgistwtion and Licensing of Industrial Undertakings on the 
9th July, came fully into operation. 

As indicated in last report, the Central 
Council, on which the Chambers of Commerce 
1ndia is represented by the President nnd Mr. H. I. Wonfor of 
Madras, was constituted early in the year and held its first 

on the lOth May to examine the draft registration and 
rules and consider the establishment of Development 
whose appointment under the Act is by ll1c 

Chamber as a link between Government and the 
may prove a valuable means of ensuring that this 

docs not work Tt is understood that Government 
on the Central Council's recommendation, ,; 
set up Development for seven industries tllC Jirst 
place, but at present no dclinite information is <Jvailablc about 
the progress made in their constitmion. 

The Chamber 
the Rules as a worknbk nrrangcmcnt within 

of tl1e Act and in its com
mentary o~J the draft merely sought Govcrnmcnt"s assurance 
tl:a_t the Wide powers conferred on them by rules 22 and 23 for 
gJVlng ~r~fercntial trcntrnent in the allotment o[ controlled 

~i~:~c~ht~e~d~nds:~\~ogrant of import licences to unclcrt<lkings 

expand under section ~ 3 11 of the Act, or those permilled to 

or exclusion of other un~e51101~~d not be ~rscd to the detriment 
The complexity of the fo rstakmgs ~ot W~tllin tllcse c~tego~ics 
published ·11 11 rms for ltcensrng <~nd reg1stratJOn, 

Wl 1 le Rules, wrrs criticised and simplification 
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&trongly recommended. The Chambcr has for _sorr:e time tried 
011 Government how ncccssary 1t 1s that the 

to from in forms and returns should 

bc limi!t:d to essentials. two representatives of the 

Associated Chambers on the Advisory Council had 
ca\!ed attention to the and unnecessary 
calkll for in connection registration. As the 
lieensin" of new industrial undertakings or of 
existing" industries, tlu~ President and Mr. Wonfor furt~1et 
stressed the of close liaison between the Capital 

Issues even though 

they operated under dilfcrcnt 
might be ~anclioned on the one hand and the 
licence be turned down on the other. 

Thc draft rules for Development 
formed the [1rst on the agenda of the 2nd 

Council on Industries. convened on the Jrd 

discus~cd were :-

(I) The constitution of a sub-committee of the Central 

Council. 

t2) The progress of registration and licensing undcJ the 

new Rules. 

(J) Proposed nmenclment~ to the Act . 

(4) Finance for the rehabilitation and modernisation of 

industry. 

(5) Location of industry 

(6) those not 
arising from 
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Tn. acco.nlancc with the decision reached on the first of 
these llstcd llems, the proposed Sub-Commiltee was appointed 
by the Ministry o( Commerce ami Industry later in October 
lt has nin.G members. the President-as President of 
the Assoemtcd Chamb~;rs of is assigned the 
work of all licenses issued, refused, varied, amended 
or revoke_d, and. advising Government on the princirles to he 
followed m the Jssue of licenses for new or expanding establish
ments. 
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The Associated Chambers thought it was not advisable to 
allempt to send a joint 
instead be 
action. 
Chamber were 
the raised by 

by the Industrial 

to the questionnaire which should 
constituent Chamber for individual 

'luently compiled in a memorandum to Government. This 
memorandum embodying Chamber opinion wa~ forwurded to 
Government on 15th September. 

It is not intended to comment at length on the proposals 
and suggestion~ made ; but the of the: replies was laid 
on the vaiue of consultation 
ployees as had earlier rccomm~nded to in 
diseu~sions with Ministers and had come to be known as the 
"Nanda Approach". It was stressed that for the 

trade union activity and the growth of full 
it was essentiCJI to introduc~ wmkcc-ma<"'gc· 

and avoid what has become the dangerous and 
habit of premature submission of cases to Industrial 
The of because of constnnl 
references to or section 33 of 
the Jndustrial Disputes Act was the subject o( detailed com-
ment ; and the right of the: employer to retrench n.nd 
dismiss was made a particular feature o[ the reply. 

report, which was not 
is understood to be that 

for introduction during the 1953 budget ~cssion 
of Centrul Legislature in the light of the discussions which 
took place at :he Indinn Labour Conference held at Naini T:li 
on the 8th to lith October nnd at the meeting of tht: St:ven-Man 
Committe~; held in the following December. 

Factories Act, 1948: Leave with wages. -The 
question of the correct interpretatipn of "a period of twelve 
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months" continuous ~crvict::"" under section 79 (!)of the Factoric, 

~c.l. .19-tH. was taken up with the Govermnent of West Bengal 
.rs d result of a reference to the Chamber by a member who had 

been involved in corrcspondt::nce on this subject with the 
Inspector of Factories, Barrackpore. 

Section 79 {I) of the Factories Act of 1948 provides that 
every worker who has compktt::d :r period of 1 ~ months' conli· 
nuo.us st::rvicc iu a factory shall be granted k:ave with pay 

d~!rl.ng. th~ followi.ng yc:.rr. According to Exp!anatio11 s (!) and 
1. ) .l!t,rched to thrs sectron, a worker ~hall be deemed to have 

~omplctc.d tl~e necessary period of service notwithstandinc any 
rntcrruptron Jn service caused by : _ -

(a) sickness, accident or authorised leave not exccedin!! 
l/6th of the period ; -

(b) a legal strike or a Jock out ; or 

(c) one or. mon; periods of involuntary ernploymt::n! no~ 
exceedmg altogether l I 12th of the period ; or 

(d) leave admissible or granted url(_h:!r any law. 

rea~on<'l~eu~;lo:~~~~ leave" includes any casual abs<:nce due to 

,.·~he point .at issue was the date on which the 12 months' 
p~11:, .~f. COJ.llmuou~ service bl.!gan if the inkrruption in ;1 

~~~ ~~:p:~;~;c~0~1~~~~~~d t!:~rc _'Prl.!scribcd.· limits, s!at<:d above 
after the final date of the tt. <~. fr~sh p<:l.JOd o~· S<:rvkc started 
leave with wages. The 1 as·!· <tbs<:n,ct: drsquailfying him from 

this interpretation since i\~e~~.~~.cl. co~;c~rncd was u.nabl<: to accept 
an incorrect of the ;asc~:,',1.~ 1.dcred !hut tl11s wa~ not only 
make "'~ Act. but such a vrcw would 

a worker's service w~~~l~a~~ schemes almo~~ impossible since 

':auld make it extremely diflicult contmuously and this 
fred for h:!ave wit! , . when a worker quali-
was no break in 1 wh;!~ctl~~l<lml~er\, view Was that there 

the factory pay roll aud that if in thl~or;er s name was still on 

date of employment. his abscr;ccs f/ 1- 1111 ~1~ths after the .initial 
IJad no claim for lewe i tl f 1 ~lll work were excessrvc he 

' 11 1,e 0 lowmg year ; were this not so, 
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the readjustment of joining dates anJ leave c;~lculations would 
be an enormous task and the incentive to steady. continuous 
work. in order to enjoy paid leave, would be removed. 

In replying to rhe Chamber, the Labour Department. 
Government of West Bengal supported the ruling by the 
Inspector of Factories, pointing oul th:rt the of the 
Act were plain enough :rml no restrictions could be placed 
thereon. This view wns b:rsed on the legal advice given tu 
Government and it was nccordingly ruled that when a period of 
involuntary employment-as w:rs the case in this particular 
instance ·exceeding the pennissiblc limit supervened. the period 
of 12 months should begin afresh from tht:: date of rc·commence· 
men! of work after the involuntary employment, ami a Wllfker 
.\hould therefore qualify for lc:rvc with wages dming such period 
if l1e had continuous service. 

In view of the fact that there arc proposals to amend 
section 79 of the Factories Act by substituting a minimum num
ber of d:rys actually worked for a period of continuous service 
as the qualifying bases for leave with ami to base the leave 
year on the calendar year, it is 
cease to be of any importance once 

th:rt this ruling will 
amendments :rre made. 

The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947: Works Com. 
memorandum on the scope and 

functions of Works which the Labour Department 
of the West Bengal Government proposed to place before tfre 

State Labour Advisory Board for Lli~cussion, was forwarded to 

the Chamber for its views 

In defining the scope of Works Commil!ees. the dr:rft memo· 
randum incllllled certain which strictly fell within either 
the scope of trade union or the functions of manage· 
ment. In rt::plying, the Chamber therefore emphasized that the 
functions of Works Committees should be largely governed by 
the wonlinr: of section 3 (2} of the Jmlustrial Disputes Act. l'i~.: 
"It shall b~ the duty of Works Commit!ces to promote measures 
for securing and preserving amity and good relations between 
the employers :rnd workmen aml, to that end, to comment upon 
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matters of their common interest of consent and endeavour to 

compose any matcrbl difference of opinion in respect of such 

matters." In view of this. the Chamber considered that to try 

to place limitations on what Works Committees 

not do, would only defeat the for which they were 
to created. The Chamber suggested that in 

order to avoid any interference in matters which were properly 

tlJC concern of trndc unions and metnr~gcmcnts, it would be best 
to give in broad general language. the types of cases which 

slwuld. be considered as within the sphere of Works 
ComnHitccs. the followinu 
jccts :- ~ 

suggested as suitable sub-

(I) Working conditions 

(a) Investigation of circumstances tending to reduce 

efficiency or in any to interfere with the satis-
fnctory working of the 

(h) Methods by which discipline nwy be best enforced 

to rrcve~l!, for instance. (i) baLl time keeping Oil 
abscntec1sm, (iii) malingering, (il') bullying etc 

(d Arrangements for training of nppn::nticcs and young 
persons. -

(21 Employee services :-

(a) promotion or labom wcirare, provision for drinkillp. 

~:~11t1~~nsln~;:~0?· was!Jing arrangements, rest-sheds. 

(I!) entertainments and sports ; 

(c) education and training of workers : 

{:;; about rights and duties tlnder labour Jaws, 

r;:~~~-ntion of bribery and c~rruption with parti-
' to the avo1dnncc of such in 

. with appointments. leave passes, 
and mccl1cal certificate~. 

(d) e:lucation in matters of national (publish-

Jng statements on labour policy issued by Central 
and State Governments) 
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(3) Accident prevention :-

(a) usc and provision or safety 

lions and mctlwds of their 

(h) requirements in tl1is regard and instruction 

to workers, extending to the JXls~ibility 

of instructional classes 

(4) Suggestion schemes:

(a) avoidance of waste ; 

{h) improvement in methods and organisation of work ; 

(d ~election of statutory leave. and festival holidays 

(5) Wages and hours :-

(al wages in their time and method of paymc:1t, form of 

wage ticket, calculations of rates :md holiday 
wages, clfccts tllCrcon of Awards etc 

(/;) The distribution of workin_i hours, starting and closing 
times, rest intervals, and spreadovcr 

(6) Grievances. 

Tt wns comidcred that neither of the points mentioned 
under (5) should cover alterntion<; in remuneration or the number 

of working hours per week. The intention was that Works Com-

mittees should discuss the of detail arising out of the 
practical application to units of industry-wise agree-

ments on wages etc. 

Industrial Disputes (Appellate Tribunal) Act, 1950.-
lt will be recalled that to one of the chief defects of 
the Industrial Disputes Act of the Government of India 
instituted under the Industrial Displltcs Tribunal! 
Act. 1950, a right of nppcal against awnrds of 

lndustrinl Tribuuals. 

In the early months of 1952 it wns 
Government were thinking of abolishing 
in conscqllcncc of dissatisfnction 

labour on account of the delay 
This cnuscd consiclcrablc misgiving, 

BC-21 
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Associated Chambers o[ Commerce, with the C!mmber's full 
support, presented a strong case to Government for rct<dning the 
Appellate Tribunal and even its The pro· 

grcss the which it was set 
up, the :1gainst unfair or unco-
?rdinntcd nwards of Tribunals and the tmifying 
mflucncc of the Appclla!l: Comt on local 

Government 
could 

settled without its services. In addi 
tion it was thZit the Government should exercise their 
powers under VIII or chmsc (b) or -"CC!ion 7(1) of the /\ct 
to bring the controversial questions of dismissal, 
~i~statc~cnt and/or compensation within Appellate 

nounal s scope. also recommended the ndclition of a 
new clause to (I) of section 7. 
from an award if "in the ol' the 
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adjudication machinery as a whole, the Chamber wa~ able 
to sires~ in its memorandum the disadvar,tages o[ the exbting 
rules and procedure ig this and other conne~tion~ 

Industrial Housing.~Ovcr the past few years the 
Government of India have propounded several schemes for tllC 
construction of hous~s for industrial workers. the 
underlying all of them being that employer~ should accept 

for their workers, to the grant of loans 

to GovernmenL ll 
of its case-that 
for the housing of 
where it had alwnys been the 
industries to house the bulk of 

to the 

further with hOusing ~chcrnes fell into two parts : 
the dil1iculties were not so acute, mainly bccnusc 

land was more easily available, but there were nevertheless 
problems of finance, water supply nnd services ; in 
urban areas on the other hand, and in Calcuttn, 
the problem was an enormous one because of the di!Ticulty nnd 

- cost of obtaining Sllitablc land, and the finance 
scale housing programmes was far 

In these 



was ~nsu!Iicicnt and asked Government to consider tiw 

1~1\cs the balance of the cost by loans at 

t 1()5 ' 

remainder of the 
propo~al commended to Government but ultimalely 

110t acccpled <llld Government in fact made 
amendments in their scheme in the light of the 

at the Delhi meeting. 

The Chamber its industrial con~titucnts ami conncctcd 

Associations fully uboul the announced by 
Govcrnmcnt and, when they wch: it was left to 
employers inUividually to take what action they considered 

appropriate. 

Indian Institute of Technology, Kharag·pm: Adminis
trative Staff Collcg·e.-The Indian ln~titule of 
at was olllciully openeJ on the I Xth 

as parl Government of India's plans fm 
tics for higher technical training in the country 
Colombo Plan the scrvic.:s of Prol"cssor G. A. Robinson were 
made available by the United Kingdom Government to the 
Government or InrJia during the under review, mainly in 
order to assist the Kharagpur in cst<1blishing courses in 
industrial mlministr;Jtion and business 111~1nagement. On the 
6th November representatives or the Chamber, the Indian Jut.: 

Mi!ls Association a11d the Indian 
discussed with Profe~sor Robinson the 

Instilu!c was certain they doubted whether 
would commit itst::lr to the linancial 
setting up an Administrative Starr College, and 
would be to establish the progress or the prcten-

lowcr-Icvcl irnining before this scheme 

~ .. ----4.--· ---
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COuld be succcssfully launched. This opinion was comiinu1icatcd 
by the Associated Chambers to the Chairman of the Industrial 
Administration & Business Management Committee o[ the Ali· 
India Council for Technical Education early in 1953. 

The Coal Mines (Conservation & Safety) Act, 1952. 
-One of the rccommendutions wl1ich the Planning Commission 
made with regard to the coal industry was the appointment of a 
National Coal Board or Commission which would co-ordinate 

all of Government relating to the coal industry. 
the end of 1951 known that the Government 

of India were contemplating the issue of un Ordinance to give 
effect to this and the Chamber thereupon made 
enquiries to out more precisely what Government's inten-
tions we1e. As regards the suggested Ordinance, the Chamber 
protested that there was no emergency to a resort to this 

that on an such as Government 
follow the 

concern 
ton on 

metallurgical coal, in the 

Ordinance Government's reply was tl1at enactment by 
Ordinance was nec;;ssnry because there had been insufficient 
time to bring forward a Bill the session of Parliament 
just etu.lcd but thai in case Ordinance wus merely 

enabling and was muinly to co-ordinate activities 

therefore, need have no 

the Ordinance. Unfor
was ewntually issued in 

Chamber"s fears \vcrc: fully confirmed : it 
the appointment of n Coal Board which would 
former Coal Mine~ Board and whicl1 was 

of _the mo~t kind in the matter of regulnting 
coal mduslry for conservation and A 

discriminatory cess on metallurgical coal was 
in the Ordinance. 

The Ordin.1ncc, with very little modification, wns 
replaced in Mnreh by the Coal Mines (Conservation & 
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Act. 

invited hy the Government o[ West 
The Chamber was 11 c lnd September last to 

Department of_ Labour, 01~in~ment 011 the Advisory 

. n represcntatJv~o:r~i:l;~~rthe work of committees .. sub· 
Doarcl bemg set up to co . ·Jnd advisory sub-commtttees 
committees, advisory comtmttces ' 
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constituted tmdcr the Act. In reply the Chamber suggested 

that as the composition of the Advisory Board was -clearly 
stipulated under section 9 of the Act as equally representative 

of interests, it would be difilcult to cover 
<1!1 these the one nomination. If, however, it were 

. had been approacheJ 
by Government, Jt possible to arrange with them the 
nam.cs f(:r submis~ion order that the widest ~ossiblc rang~ o( 

alfectcd 1ntcrcsts would be representee\ on the Board. 

. Go~ernmcnt explained thnt minimum wages 
m ccrta_m schl'dtilccl had been fixed by the rcco-m-
mcndatlo~t of commiuces nppointcd under section 5(1) \a) of the 
Act an.cl m o~hcr _cases in <tccordancc with the principle laid 
down m sectiOn J(l)_ (bi. Revision of minimum wages would 
be_ clone_ on the advice of Advisory Commi!lecs or Sub-Com-
llllttees mcluding of and 
in o[ each 

employment 

lives of ~~~ ~~~d:~t. T~~" Gover~~n:cnt advised. that representa
A.. .. . ' AssocMtron, the Indwn Tea Planters 
ssoc~<t~wn, the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and 

gllc IJ~dJ~n Ch_amber of Commerce had been nominated, the 

se~~~~n 0~1 1 r110~r;a.tcd Mr. E. J. PHkes, the Vice-President, to 
c c VIsory Board on Llchalf of Chamber interests 

Govc~~~~~~~ca~ T&l"· Stati_stical . Training ScbGmes.-Thc 
in the 1951 o nc M or lllternatlOnal training schemes listed 

the faci?;~i~: '~~~~~~~;~;1t~~i ~~;~:~g: ~ ensuing year by 

(!) United Nmions 

(a) U. _N: Assistance Scheme. Courses in 
Stal!strcal Quality Control 

The first comsc of this 1. · . 
New Delhi on the lJth 0 .1 ~amlng seheJ~le was inaugurated at 

Government of India and co~ e1~1:Y1 ~:~ Fmance Minister of the 
comse was opened oflicinl! , . November the second 
of These ~h~r;'~n~~:e~llta by H. E. the Governor 
to be by a team of exne:/sve_ courses ll~ve been or me 

of a regucsr to the u. N. Techi~ical, ~~~i~~~~n::d~~;~~b~::~r~~~~~~ 
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At the request of the Indian for Quality Control, tile 
Chamber arranged a group between representatives 
o[ lending business mamgements and the U.N.O. Quality Con
trol team. which took place in the Chamber on the 27th 
November. 

(b) U. N. Economic Development Felloll'ship t-· Scholar
.rhips:-Pupcrs relating to thi~ scheme were circulated on the 
8th September. It provided fellowships and scholarships for 
paiods of three to six months' duration for persons having 

qualillcations and experience in the field of 
and industrial development. transport and communi

c,ttions, CO-Qperative work. public finance and fiscal policies 
<tnd public a~ministration. 

(2) Training for Indian gradl/ale engineers in the U.S.A. 
-By nrrangemcnt between the Governments of India and the 
United States of America was offered at their own cost 
to graduates of npprovcd College in India in 
American industries. 

(3) Indo-German Industrial Co-operalil'c Scheme:-Train
ing facilities in West Germany were made available by the Gov
cr~ment of India under this scheme for persons of 20-35 years of 
age. having an academic degree and at least two years practical 
experience. The subjects were mnchinery. mechanical 
handling of equipment, telephones, textile and tool 
machinery and electrical instruments. 

The Indian Labour Conference.-The 12th Session of 
the Indian Labour Conference took place at Naini Tal from the 
Sth to the 1 !th of October 1952 with Mr. V. V. Giri_ the Hon. 
Minister for Labour, Government of India. in the clwir. 

Mr. E. J. P<tkes. the Vice-President of the Chamber and 
Chairman of the Eastern India Committee of the Employer;,' 
Federation of India, was one of the Federation's four delegates 
to the Conference. which was <Jlso attended re?resentativcs 
or other employers organisations and of umons <Jlld by 
certain representatives of tlle Central and Stales G?vern:nents. 
Of the five subjects on the agend("l, only the OtJestJonnaHe on 

nc-n 

., li!l 
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Industrial Relations was discussed ; the remaining items eoultl 
11ot be dealt with and were deferred for consideration by the 
Standing Labour Committee, the tripartite body of Govern-
ment :md labour _representatives attached to the 
Central :rvlinistry. These were :-

(l) Special review of the tripartite machinery. 

(2) Uniform standards for national and festival 
holidays in -private undertakings. in 
another parngrnph) 

(3) Productivity studies and programme. 

(4) ~ndu~trial housing the subject of a separate rcfcrcn~c 
m th1s report ' 

num~~~:~.~ugh time did n~t allow _complete. discussion on the 
which "lS of the __ Industnal RelatiOns Questionnaire, 

mittce '.the o-ener·tl bcl~w lS dealt \\~ith by n new Com-
that,~ c- ' !Jcnd of conclusmns rem.:hed showed 

• , On_ the last point. ;In alternative 
Fedc.ratJOn was that in case tlle L·tbou. made by the 
abohshed, the one Tribunal tl ' 1 Tribuna! wns 
be_ a?pointed by thco Law' Mi~~~:~o~t!d in existence should 

~~m~try and that it should be com 0~~~c! not the Labour 
' Htgh Court, as<;isted l . p d of one judge of 
assessors. nominated b)· t? ,! Chartered Accountant and two 

le employer and workers, 
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The case put up by the Associated Chambers at the 
instance of Bengal Chamber for retaining the Appellate 
Tribunnl i~ referred to above. 

Further, it was agreed that in the various stages of settle-
ment of there should first be a notice of change. lt 
would be by mutual 
millces. There would then be 
its l"ailurc, 
arbitrators 

stage of compul~ory adjudication could be w;ervecl [or the few 

exceptional cases. 

The lJUestion o[ dismissal and retrenchment and the 
maintenance of the sro/us quo during conciliation and 
tion proceedings could not be discu~scd in detail for of 
lime. 

As consideration or the Questionnaire not concluded, 
the Labom Mini~tcr agreed to scl up a 7-Man Committee 

of one reprcsentati\·e of each of the four central 
of workers ;wd of the three central 

employers, for the 
which would form the 

on this Commillee, 

Industrial Holidays with Pay.-lt is recorded in 

l"'"'""'l"'"'"' the question of standardising holidays 
the Indian Labour Conference 

to the Standing Labour during the latter part of 
1952. When it was known that this matter was on the 
for the twelfth session of the Conference, the Chamber the 

subject of national and festival holidays 
from the general question of holiclnys 

sickness or statutory leave---and that holidays 
considered by the Conference as a whole. There is 

some diversity in the practice of dilferent types of indnstdes in 
the of holidays ;:mel in the views expressed on this 
point, and of the of tl1c i11 industrial 
!·elations, piecemeal attention to o( national or 

!ilL 



( 172 ) 

festival holidays only was not thought likely to offer a satis
factory solution. These views were passed on to the represen
tative of the Emplo.)'crs Federation of India. 

Steel Allocations to industry.-At the Annual General 
Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India 

in December 1951, the Bengal Chamber moved a resolution 

urging the Government of India to consider the rationalisation 
of steel distribtttion so as to ensure control of the end-use to 
wl1ich the steel is to be put, by increasing steel allocations to the 
steel processing and fabricating industries. This resolution was 
passed unanimously and referred to the Ministry of Commerce 

and Government of India. The Government in due 

group. 

the Associated Chambers that they were not 
to revise the allocations being made to the States, 

or ultimate consumers, but had slightly increa~ed the 
of the Development Wing, allowing more steel to 

processing industries under the ·"other industries" 

Although Gov~rnment's reply could not be 
very satisfactory or making substantial 

views expressed in the the Chamber advised the 

Associated Chambers tlwt there was no need to take the matter 

any fur.thcr for the present, since it that steel supplies 
were shgh!ly easier owing to the 

CUSTOMS 
Sections 88 &nd 188 of the Sea Cus'ooms Act. rrom 

April, until the question wa~ ~ettkd during Novcmbt:r of the 

vear under review. the Chamber wa~ in corrc~pomlcnct: with thr: 

Collector of Customs, Calcutta, about the proptlscd amendments 

to sections 88 and 188 of the Sea Custom~ Act. The~e wen.: 

clesi!.med to improve congestion in the docks reducing the 

peri~d of limitation on the di~po~al of go:lds from 
tl1rce months to one month, and that on the auctwning of 

uncleared or unstored gooJs from four to two months. Neither 

the Chamber Commillee nor the shipping and importing intcre~ts 

consulted had any objection to this proposal, in normal condi· 

tions, except for the possible ill-elfects of tl1e amended ~ect~on 

88 in the case of unmanifestcd cargo. The relevant porllOil 

of the section <l~ it stand~ reads as fullow~ : 

"If any goods arc not entered and cleared fur home 
consumption. or warchou~cd within four months 

from the date of entry of the vcs~el. ~uch good~ 

may lle wld by public auction .. 

A doubtful point was the interpretation of the word 

"entered" if this ~ection were amended- Exec~~ landed cargo 

is not manifested and its e.dstence is known only when the Pot'l 

Commissioners' out-turn received. ~o that it is "entered" 

nt the Customs House at that stage. The Sub-
Committee of the Chamber hdd that "entered" taken 
as "shown in the manifest entered in the Customs 

House" that the two months limitation propo:.ed should 

become operative from this point 

The Customs Advisory Commiuee al.~o con~idered thb poi ill 

:11 mectin~s held on the lOth Ju11C and the 24th July. bttl the 

Co!lector ~)f Customs, as Chairman of the Committee could not 
tlcccpt the Chan1bcr\ interpretation or the contention tl:~ll the 
t\vo months limitation should only when lllllllarufcsted 

targo \v,t~ erl\ered at the Custom~ I:c newnhe-
lcss to rccon1mend to the Government of Indm insertion of a 
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the ports o( Bombay nnd M<ldras on the one hand nnd Cakut\<1 

on the other. The Chamber accordingly made from tlw 
Chambers of Commerce at these ports and that, in 
Bombay and Madras, only those goods which had crossed the 

customs frontier were regarded as "receipts" for the purpose of 
levy of fee~. In other words, Cu~toms authorities 
there regard fees as not payable on shortages or break<lgc~ 
but only on the qu<tnlity of liquor cleared through the custom~. 

The Chamber decided to take up the question with the 
Finance Department, Government or West Bengal, in <tn attempt 

to encourage the authorities to bring the Excise Rules into line 

with the o.ystems adopted in the other major ports. It was also 

agreed that a delegation of affected Chamber interests should 
oHer to discuss these points with the Finance Ministr). In the 
menntimc, however, the Chamber reiterated that past claims 
would have to be settled between importer~ and carrier~. So rar 
no answer has been received from the West Bengal Govern
ment to the Chamber\ representation and in p:nticul.tr to the 
Chamber's request that a disct1ssion on thi~ point should be 

arranged as soon as possible. 

Assessment and refunds of Customs Du~y: Rejected 
claims.-The Chamber had cause during 1952 to 
member~' bdudf auainst certain in.~tanccs of 
Customs authoritie~ -of claim~ for rdund of cxce~s import dttly 

on the contention that were time-barred under section 40 
of the Sc:t Customs Act. 1951 Finance Act authorised thc 

assessment of surcharges on certain of 
confusion arose at the time from the 
what the basic rates 

since 1942 and 
themselves, whether the mtcs 

Finance Act W<IS passed were inclusive of earlier 
The position was not cleared up until the 34th is~tte of the 
Customs Tarin· Schedule wa<; published. This disclosed that 
overchnrges had been made and since it took the Customs some: 
time to discover and admit erroncou~ levied. th.:: 

Chamber considered it wholly ltnreasonablc to clailll" for 
refun(j not mnclc within three months. 
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POST & TELEGRAPHS 
Posts & Telegraphs Advisory Committee.-The 

Po~ts & Tcle¥raphs Advisory Committee. first set up during 
19.f1J under the Chairmanship of the Post Master General, West 
Bengal. actively dealt with a wide range of 
of live held durin!! 1952. The 
some of the In ken up on members' 
Chamber's reprc~entative:-

(ll Dclnyed air mails from the U. K 

in the course 
is a list of 

through the 

{2) Delay in the delivery of telegrams to and from New 
York ((his mauer w:1s the subject of a complaint on 
two separate occnsions during the year). 

(3) Postal comnnmications between Calculla ilnd Gauhnti. 

(4l N~m-return of forms of acknowledgment of A.D. 

registered letters. 

(5) DilTerencc~ in the rate for inland coded telegrams 

(6) Di~crepancit::~ in telegram bills 

(7J Publication of the P. & T. Guide 

{8) Despatch of tea samples by air to foreign countries 

(9) Postal holidays 

On the lnst of the~e the Chainnnn pointed out in some 
detail the Postal problem of arranging uniform 
po~tal holidays throughout india after taking into account the 
\ arious holiday lists of the Sti\tes Governments and the need for 

the stipulated number of holidays for different 
Thus, although in 1952 there was a post office 

holiday on the lsi November, "Guru Nanak's Birthday", this 
was not a bnnk holiday in West Bengal. Again, holidays 
observed on cilher on~ of two successive had to be fixed, 
for the sake of uniformity. on the day on the majority or 
the States observed them. Subject to all-Tndia arrangements 
which might emerge from the investigation into the question of 

TJC-23 
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uniform holidays unUcrtakcn by the Government of India Com

millcc set up for that purpose this yenr. tl1c Chamber agreed, 
and so informed tl1c General. that previous consulta-
tion with Chambers of <1nd the Reser~e Bank would 
be useful. to this end, 
concerned. all holiday<. 

recognised and it wns only 
and the Reserve Bank 

in order to appraise the po~ition and decide l10w postal holiday> 
could conform with lonll bank holidays. 

During November the Chamber had a from the 
Postma~tcr General that when making rccom-

in Calcutta in reference 
before the Director 

General, Posts and by the 

Advisory Committee pointed 
attention had been drawn to the decbion 

into the 
workings of the phonogram ~crvicc was 
in ~omc detail on the lOth July., This the syo.tem in 

the work allotment to the operators anU the volume 
traffic at hours of the day. ln remedies 

for del<~ys this snvice. the Advisory noted that 
there were clifficu\[ie~ during the periods which could be 
relieved if ~ub<;criber~ tried to phonogram messuges as early 
in the morning a~ The Chamber asked members to 
note this cec,mmec.;clali''"' 

Late deliveries of overseas surface mail and 
internal airmails.-fn addition to local about 
late deliveries of sea and air mails Posts and Tele-
graphs Advi~ory, Commiuee, the gave unqualified 

~upport to an approach lo the Director General of Posts and 

made by the A~\ociated Chambers of Commerce 
of on the 7tl1 July after it had been agreed that wide
spread dis'iatisfaction with the time taken in the transmission 

and of overseas .>urface mail and the operation of the 
"Ali-t1p Mail" scheme should be brought to the notice of 
the Postal Authoritiec; at New Delhi. ~ 

( li!.l) 
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WCre posted late so as not to permit their clearance in connection 
with the night air mail, they were despatched from the office of 
posting by day air services in the afternoon. and -should 
be sent out with the last delivery Any other procedure 
was not approved by the Director General. 

It was clear from this reply !hut the Chambers could expect 
a general up of the existing arrangements and in 
recent there have been no further complaints from 
members of the Bengal Chamber. 

Telephones.--The paragraph in the 1951 report dealing 
with the Calcutta telephone service mentioned that the Chamber 
had supported the Telephone Department's idea of reducing the 
load on the telephone system during the busiest hours of the 
day by means of captions published in the Press, urging the 

public to avoid calls during the "peak" periods. 
In a further e/Iort to the Department the Chamber re-
quested members to save time in their usc of telephone lines by 
putting their calls through to business houses and establishing 
contact with the individual to whom they wished to speak after 

the number had been connected. By ~uch means complaints 
against the defects of the existing telephone system in Calcutta 
were, apparently, considerably reduced. Knowing the imper
fections of this outmoded manual system and that it cannot cope 
efficiently with the increasing weight of business traffic, the 
Chamber decided some time ago that difficulties must be expected 
until it b replaced the automatic now being installed. 

0~1e of the notable 1952 was the progressive 
Withdrawal of the on the installation of new tele-
phone connections found 

February last mo~t applications lines under the ''Own Your 
Own'' telephone scheme hud been dealt with. Compared with 
the volume of difficulties und complaints handled by the 
Chamber through the Advisory Committee in 

po~ition has on the 

bearing in mind the fact 

for the rwescnt system has 
extent by the Government of 
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Damaged registered maiL--T\\0 ca~e~ of apparent inteJ
ferencc with registered mail were referred to the Po~tnm~ter 
General, West Bcng<ll in the year The Po~t-
master's enquiries eventually that the away of 
~Lamps on ~evcral different occ,1sion~ before th~ maJ! 
to a ~hipping had be::n done bcl"ore arnval <It 
CalcuUa and wider were made to find out how 
and when registered mail could be so handled in transit. A 
~econd in~tancc in which a registered cover ~ent by the Chambc1 
itself to Madras wa~ torn open before delivery to the ac!dre~~ec 
in Madras, was found to be the result of mi~handling on the part 

of postal ~taff. Because of the sc1 iousness of olfenc~_s in res:JC~l 
maiL the Chamber make> a point or takmg u~ sucll 

on receiving the nccc~~ary evidence III the 

covers etc. 

Despatch of dividend warrants by registered p~st.
It is compulsory under clause 117 t! l (d) of the Postal Gm:lc. to 
despatch by registered any or letter_ contammg 
stamps cheques~ bitls exchange or negottnble docu-
ments ,',i[ the contenh arc either super~cnb-::d upon th~ cover_ vt 

:Ire known or manifest to the o~~~c~~~·:u~cil:J~C)~~~L~ ~:~~co\~e~'ll~; 
~~ ,:~:~ ~~;~:;p;,~:~~'~;- but warrants have not so_ far bee~ 
lll'!de to this rule. On being consulted b) 

' Department on the need for 

~~~cial protection of warra_nts, the Cha,m~er ~~~red th~ 
that although it was desirable for secunty IC"~o.ns t 

letters. if there \vas ri5k of the cnclo_scd dtvJdcnd 
deteclcd, it be sufficient to lllcluc!c l~1cm 

in the list o( to which clause 117 (]) (dl of the I osts 

;md Tclcp-raph Guide was applicable. 
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RAILWAYS 
Legal Work of the Railways: Railway claims.

For some years past the reports of the Committee of the 
Chamber have made tm:ntion or the steps taken to bring to the 
notice of the Rnilway authorities the inconvenience and financial 
loss caused by tl1e dilatory hnndling of claims. 

The Chamber therefore welcomed the visits to Calcul!a in 
January and February of Mr. S. Ramaswami Iyer, OfJicer on 
Special Duty (Law), and Mr. A. A. Brown, Officer on Special 
Duty (Claims Prevention), as part of a scheme the Railway 
Board to find u solution fo1· the plethora of .<.ubmilled. 
These gentlemen met representatives of the Bengal. Chamber to 
hear from the point of view the main difficulties 
experienced in 
by members. the 

~uggesting means. legal and 

number of claims anU allow of 
~ettlcment. 

their more expeditious 

In a memorandum dated 26th March the Chamber sugge:,tcJ 
t~lal _va~t opcratiomd improvements mu~t precede any diminu
tion 111 the number of claim~ and drew attention to the bad 
condition of rolling ~lock and the carelessness of operators in 
handling It abo the very material damage 
done to types of by ny and hump-shunting and 
by careless unloading and stacking of goods. 

Under the Railway~ Act, the railway aclmini~tration is in 
the position of a "bailee" and, a~ such, is required to take as 
n~uch care over goods entrusted to its cnrc as it would ln similar 
c:rcmnstances tnke if these goods were its own property. The 
Chamber ~tressed that the~e responsibilities should be brought 
home strongly to all sections o( the ruilway ~tuff into whom 

~~:ould he. instille~: the idea that senders of goods by rail arc 
~ood C\Jstomcr~ 10 a State-owt1Cd service, which mu~l be 

to face increasing competition from efficient road, 
steamer rmcl air transport. 

The second part o[ the Chamber\ smvey was devoted to 
claims settlement, in which the railways were making -much to 
the Chamber's satisfaction-~a real attempt firstly to ha~ten the 

settlement of claims long outstanding and secondly to devi~c a 
plan for the future which would prevent the incidence of the.,e 
claims being so heavy. The Chamber wa~ fir.,t concerned to help in 
devi~ing means whereby the number of claims might be reduced. 
Jn order to prevent claims for lo~qes being rejected on the grounds 
that were time-bnrrcd, it was st1ggestd that it was advisable 
w the period of limitation to two years by an amcndmellt 
to Articles 30 and 31 of the fitst schedule to the Limitation 
Act 1908; or alternatively, to increase the period to 20 months 

by providing that the six month~ granted under section 77 o[ 
the Railway>. Act for submission of claim~ should not count in 
cnlculating the limitation. The Chamber next out that 
the duties and powers of claims were vague 
and ill-defined and thnt it was for a hierarchy ol 
responsibilities to be set Thus for the various grades of 

claims, there should be grades of officers 
to settle them. If a claim could not be dealt with a 
pt·escribcd period by the officer dealing with it, it should be sent 
automatically to the next higher nuthority who should be 

e>.pcetcd to deal ~evcrely with unnecessary It was 
thoueht that clnims not settled within two months attract 
inter~st at the rate of (say) 6" .. per annum a salutMy terninder 
to claims officers of the financial losses entailed to firms through 

delays in claims settlement. 

Tl~e Railway Board were urged to clarify the legal position 
in respect or claims on freight that had travelled over several 
railway systems. Under the present convention. claims must be 
filed with and settled by the railway administmtion nt destinn
tion, btJt it i~ establi~hed at law that notice~ must be served on 
all railway administrations responsible for carrying the freight 
lost. This inevitnbly leads to much of responsibilities. 
1t should, the Chamber ~ubmitted. be laid down in the 
Act that the claim need be preferred only ngainst the destina
tional railway since consignors and consignees could not be 



expected to know all railways on which their goods had travelled. 
The Chamber hoped that by regrouping of the railways, the 
present protracted correspondence which takes place between 

one railway and another and the different principles on which 
clnims are handled in tllC various railway groups, would be 
very much reduced. 

While the Chamber has so far received no to its 
recommendation.'> on claims pt:ocedure, it has been the 

as~urance that the question of prevention o[ damage to consign
ments due to rough shunting and handling has been prominently 
before the railway aclrnini>trations for some time. "Stop-Rough
Handling Week~'' were observed on all and were 
followed up by suitable demonstrations to 

conscious of their responsibility for treating goods carefully. 

Section 77 and 140 of the Indian Railways Act 
Submission of Claims. -A~ will be seen from the reference 
to rnilway claims in the paragraph 

of the rililways, the Chamber offered the 

~ugge.o,tions <lbout claim~ procedure in an attempt to facilitate 

number of outstnnding claims. 
~urvey, the Chamber pointed out the confusion which 

had been caused by a recent ruling in the Calcutta High Court in 
the ca~e of the Union of India l'S Indumati Salm whereby notice 
of claim~ cu~tomarily served upon the Chief Commercial Manager 
of tl1e should be lodged. not a sectional officer. 
but again-;t General Manager if it were to be vnlid. 

In August a member drew attention to the fact that the 
Chamber had 111 I 945 recommended to members for the purpose 
of filing rclilway claims a specimen standard claims form which 
had been compiled in conjunction with the three State Railways 
tl1en ~erving tl1e Calcutta area. By tl1e Calcuttn High Court 
ruling it appeared that claims would only be held valid~ in court 
if notice \'>"Cre served in ter·ms of section<; 77 and 140 of the Indian 
Railways Act and tl1e claims l"orm which was addressed to the 
Chief Commercial Manager·, appeared, to be no longer suitable 
for use. 

( p.;j ) 

This matter was 

Sub."Committce of the ( humber it to recom

mend members to safeguard them~c!ves agaimt legal objection~ 
which might arise if suih were to be filed in the courts by strict 
compliance with tl1e term~ of the Act for the fi.ling of 

claims in the name of the General or Manager of the 
railway concerned. A~ a rc>ult of a .'>ubscquent enquiry ab~ut 
the position of claims already lodged in the name of the t'htd 

Commercial Manager prior to the judgment of the Cal:t:tta 
High Court and still pending. it was decided that legal opmwn 
should be taken. 

While it is understood that the standard form recommended 
in 1945 still hold~ good if properly addrc-;~ccl, interc~tcd members 
will be advised, on applrcation. of the legal opinion about the 
correct procedure to be adopted in regard to past claims. 

Regrouping of Railways.-The Rnilway Board's propo
sals for the rc,grouping of railways and the Chamber's comments 
un them were la~lmcntioned in the 1950 report The Southern, 
Central and Western plan~ were put into operation 
in 1951 and a plan for the railways of North Eastern 
India was adopted by the of Railways from the 
bt June 1952. This is ns follows:-

(1) The Northern Railway-having its head-quarters at 
Delhi and covering :-

nc-24 

{a) The entire Eastern Punjab Railway: 

(b) The Oudh nnd Rohilkhancl Railway portion of 

the E<tst Indian Hailway, now the Moradabacl 
and Lucknow Divisions. 

(c} The Jodhpllr and Bikaner metre guagc Rail· 

way~; and 

(r!) The Dclhi-Rewari-Fazilka section .of th~ formei' 
Bombay. Baroda and Central Inclla Rmlway. 

(c) Allahabad Division of the Easllndilln Railway. 
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(2} The North Eastern Railway- having its 

at Gomkl1pur and anwlgnmatin~ 
lines:-

(a) The O.T. Railway. 

(b) Tl1c Assam R<Jilwuy. 

(c) The Fatcgarh Traffic District of the former 
Bombay and Baroda Rnilway. 

(d) The Khuna-Jamalpur Loop (excluding Jamal pur) 
o[ the East Indian Railway. 

(e) Bandcl-Barlwrwa, Bandel-Naihati sections of 
the E:1st Indian RaHway. 

(/J NRJai_ha!i-A~:imganj ~cction of the Ea»t indian 
<lllway. 

(3) The Ea~tern Railway with its headquarters at 

CakuU<l. and made up of the following Jines 

(a) The BcJJgal Nagpu1· Railway ; 

(bJ The Scaldah Division of the East lm!ian Rail
way; aml 

L';"';-;-,_, _ _,_~::··E:.:;-:._ 
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:~s Government ngrccc\, after much discussion, to 
over the Scn\dah Division with the Eastern 

control 
The 

Bengal Chnmbcr's main concern in this controversial matter was 
firstly the po~siblc difilculty that might nrise for the coal industry 
from the transfer of the Allahabad and Lucknow Divi~ions to 
tl1e Nonhcrn Railway, as is an 

to and the coal and secondly, 
efkcts that might en~1.1c from control ,li 

Gor.nkhpur, instead of Calcutta, of the movement of food to 
As~:~.m and o[ jute nnd ten to Calcutta on the 

now comprbing the North E•1stcrn Rnilway. A~. 
Government agreed to set up a r•1ilwa) movement liaison orga

ni~ntion at Cakultn to ensur:c the efficient movement of tmffic 
between the Calcutta area, North Bengal and Assam and to 
estnhlish a li;iison olficer nt Mogulsnr,li ~1b11, the Clwmber 

decided to leave these arrangements to work thcmsclve~ 011t for 
the and has not as yet had any specilic compbint to 

attributable directly to the re-grouping now in operation. 

Informal Quarterly Meetings of Railway and 
Commercial Representatives. Informal meetings between 

representatives o[ Chambers of Commerce and senior officials of 

the rnilways operating in the Calcutl<\ nrea were first ~tmtcd in 
1933 and have been held at three monthly intervals since then. 
c:>..ccpt for a short during the Ia~! world war. They have 

always proved 

o( the commercial communitv and the railway """"'"i'dwtioo' 
on matters of common intcre~t and of dealing Pn the spot with 
diflicultie~ which might otherwise be the ~uhject of lengthy 

C\Wrespondcnce. 

At three of the fnm meelin!.'.' held dming 1052 the ( hambcr's 

represcnt11tion of member~· diflicultics either elicited from the 
railway representatives a statement on the position giving rise 
to them nnd ~!cps being taken for improvement, or suggested 

ways in which they could be straightened out. A variety of such 

subjccts was tnkcn up thrm1gh the Chamber in the comsc of the 
past several wil movement problems, registra

to the railways for wagon indents, over-
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It was agreed some years ago that imlividuf!l claims cases 
should not be referred to the Quarterly Meetings unless they were 

illustr<~li\'e o~ general difficulties inYolving questions of principle 
or policy. an arrangement which the Cl1ambcr has strict!\• 
obser\'ed. '1\vo claims question~ which the Chnmbcr though-t 
could be c!T>cussed with ndvantagc to the railways ,Jnd th~; 
busines<; cor:m1lmity \\lTC un on that basis. The first of 
these was consistent . by t11c railways of claims for 

shortnges in consignmenh on the grounds llwt they were the 
restllt of running train thefts and were not the raihvays' respon
sibility : tlw second \\as the settlement of bills or claims <~rbing 
before or aftc:r partition. The railways' policy i~ 

points IUlS adequately explained. 
As regard~ pre-partition claims. tl1e ~ituation is st1ll not clear in 

that there has been no recent mdication of the action being 
taken by the Eastern and l\'onh Ea~tern Railwavs finally to 
dispose of claims and bills payable b:, the raill;·ays serving 
Calcutta before tl1e 15th Augu~t 19-l-7. In some Instances veri
fkation from the raihl<t)''i 11011 in East Paki~tnn is awaited ; but 
in other~ this dirricu!t;. Joe~ nut apparently arise The Chamber 
is now :nvaiting the outcome l)f 1t~ recent for attention 
to the question of out.'>landing pie-partition or claims at the 

~~~o;_mal Quarterly llleeting to be held :tt the end of February 

_ Howrah Goods and Howrah Area Advisory Com
mlttee : Nominated days of Loading.- In July 1947 the 
Railway ~lh·isory Committee. 1-!owrah 11as constin~ted by the 
East Indmn Railway with the Commercial Superintendent, 
Howrah, as Chairman. lt is now entitled the Howrah Goods 
:111d HOI\rah Area Alh i,ory Committee and meetings arc held 
nt three months in:ernd~ under the Chnirmanship of the Superin
tendent Commcrcwl. Eastern Railway. lfowrah 

b To Sttbstan_tiate gcner~d ~-omplaints rut up at these meetings 
a out the nommatec! day, or loading <;)'stem, which was intro
duced by the E~tst Indian Railway before the Howrah Division 
wa~ absorbed into the Eastern Railway under the railways 
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regrouping scheme, the Chamber ashed members 11 hether they 
Jwd specific reasons for objection. The r<::\jlOn\e indicated a 
considerable degree of cliwllisfaction 1\ith the Sl~tem, primarily 
because of diffi~cultics in c!fe.:ting m gent dc'ip<;tch of gl)Oc\s 1f 

the consignment could not be mmle ready b;, the nominated 
day or days for u particular de~tin<ttion and had w wait until 
the next lor~cling som<::times for a 1\<:e\.,. Another dis-
advantage brought to b) the Chamber·~ enquiry 11as the 
rush and congestion m the railway shed and cash -;ection on 
loading Uays, besides de!Cntion of lorncs queued up nt the:: 
,tation. Boo\.,ings under the S)'tem ~~ere apparent!;. ~~ further 
cau~c of worry, e\'en after accepwncc of fon1arding notes at the 

Registration Section 

In forwarding the~c and o1her poinb \L) the Divi~ional 

Superintendent. the C'hamb~r made t110 ~ugge~tiom for remedy
ing the ,ituation : these were : 

(al to make an arrangement for the acceptance of for-

for loading of a wagon to 
a on at least three days in the 

week. possibly by restricting tht: numbt:r of forward
ing notes for acceptance on each of the three days. 
on the ·'fir,t come first scrycd" principle : or 

(hl to abolish tlie present S)";tem and make loading to 

any point permissible. ~ubject to restriction on the 
total number of wagons to be allotted each day 

At n meeting of the Howrah Committee nt the 
beginning of 195] it was agreed that all complaints about 
t11 ~ nominated loading ~ystern received from tlJC Chamber~ or 
C'om111erce and As,ociations should he on to the 

Chief Commercial 
to the R:1ilway Board. . . 
again in order to decide whether the objeCtiOn to sy~tem i~ 
l!~neral cnotw:h to warr,wt a direct or partici~a-
;ion in any joint representation which . and Assocm-
tions in Calcutta may agree to make to the Railway Board 

members 
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Eastern Railway : Informal Meeting with the Local 
Trading· Public.-At these meetings whkh are now held witlt 
t_hc H~1wrah ~ivisional Superintendent, Eastern Railway, reprc
scntattvcs of hrms lwving difficulties to discuss or suggestions to 

nwkc r~garcling rail traffic facilities at Shalimar, Garden Reach, 

~amknstoput: and A_rmeniar: Ghat Out-agency stations may 
<~!tend to ptcsGnt the1r ca~c 111 person, or, if that cannot be ar· 

lcnvc it to the Chamber\ representative to do so on their 

". Su~h mattct:s as problems concerned with the booking 
of s_malls, unloadmg by crane, slow deliveries, difficultic.<, in 

book~ng wagon load consignments at Shalimar, delayed isst1c of 

R/R s anti the like were considered at the meeting held durin<> 

Augu~t lnst. E~1quiries arc qill being mmle by the Assistan~ 
Supenntendent-( Oit.nercial into the pos~ibility of meeting a 

g~nera\ request for the introduction at Shalimar of the Ho;;rah 

s:,sten: of adv_anec acceptance of smalls consigned to qations l'in. 

\Valtcur. In tact. atlention given to "~mall" traiTic problems has 

b_ecn one of tlJC mo~t useful re.'>tilts of the~e informal mcc,tin~s 
~~1~ \VL're originally initiated during 1950 by the form;;. 

At Increased Charges for Private Railway Sidings.-
lhc the Chamber was informed that the 

, . . . increased their charges for the 
::~·~~~~~~1~ 1_1 c_e .01. ~n;'ate sid_ing<;. As the jute industrY appeared 
J . st o~flectcd m the\ alcu!la area it was left to the Tndinn 
clute Ml~ls Association to deal v..ith the matter in correspon-

tl~:1~~c;~:l;etl~~a:a:~~~~y~~d So far ~t;, the Chamber was concerned, 
Quarter! M . p . when 11 was revealed at the Tnfornwl 

bcl:!n in~Jrri~~li'~~~::lt:n.tltl:he en,cl of May _that tile railways had 
increase! \\"IS (1 . . 11 e upkeep of rmvatc siding~ and the 

of la~our ~nd ;l~a~~~iv~~~~ J c re~ult of the genr;ral rise in the cost 
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Chamber learned tlMt the circumstances \\ere identical with 

those considered in the ca~c of the Stutc raJh\<lY~ and decided 

tlmt the additional charge could not reawnably be di~puted. 

Proposal to abolish first class travel on Railways.
The Associated Chambers or Commerce in June sm1ghl 

the views of con<>tituent Chambers on the statement made on 

the 5th June in the Hou~e of the People by Mr. La! Bahadur 

Shastri, Railway Minister, that it was Government's intention 

to abolish first class travel on the Railways as ~oon as po~siblc 

The Bengal Chamber, wl1ilc expressing full sympathy with 

the Railway Board's attempt to prevent overcrowding in third 

cla~s accommodation thought that the Railway Board should be 

warned again~t any hasty action to abnlish fir~t cla~s racilitie~ 

without full con;,ideration of the consequence!~. ll \\a~ mcorrecL 

the Chamber thought, fo imagine that lir~t clas~ travel could not 

pay it;, way or that higher c\a~s travel, if suitably developed, 

~hould not be a profitable undertaking f01 the railways. It 
occmcd to the Chamber that if !ir~t cla~~ r<~il travel had lost 

many pa~~engers to air travel, it wa~ due to the failure 
of the lndian railways to i~~ue attractive material and 

make railway travel c!fcctivc by improving the service given. 

The ;,chemc to incrca~c the number of air-conditioned coaches 

however wa~ considered a hopeful ~ign. Further. in Govern

ment's attempt to promote the tourist indu~try as a mca~ure for 

~ccuring foreign exchange, it was con~idered important that fir~t 
das~ rail accommodation should be available to tourbt centre~ 
and health resorts in the intere~t o[ both foreign travellers and 

tho~c takinl! leave within Indw Il is understood that these 

views were -passed on to the Railway Board by the As~ociated 
Chambers. 

The is Gcing wntched, Should the provbion of 
coaehc~ la~.::p pace with the withdrawal of 

ordinary first class coaches, there ~hould be no cause for 

complaint. 



( ID2) 

Movements to Assam, North West Bengal and North 
Bihar via. Sakrigalighat-Maniharighat.-Reduccd 
or good~ twffic by the Assam Rail Link for destinations 

Assam, North West Bengal and North Bihar were enquired 

into by the Chamber at the request of the Chief Operating 

Superintendent, Eastern Railway, during August. As the 

Railway were thinking of stepping up the ol' the 
Sakrigalighat-Maniharighat route to these the 

Superintendent wanted to know wl1y there was a lull in the 

good~ traffic, how long it might continue and what were the 
prospects for the ncar future. 

So long as the tea industry's recession continued the 
Chamber thought there was little likelihood or improved 
bookings to ~lations via. Maniharighat since 

cgmpmcnt and store~ for tea As~am and North West 

hud betm consign~;d l'ia this rail route in considerable 

Anotl1er reason for the fall in bookings was 
the unreliability this hne on account of continuous brcachino-
by noods, with the result that firms o 

by river steamer or 

movement and the 

gauge to metre gauge. 
from 

The opening of the S"kTig.,.ligb,.,t-~,1"nihmigh"' 
"sn~t~lb" traflic wa~ sugge~ted as one way of the 

po~J~IOn, but the C'llamber could give no indication of the 
Iullue demand for wagon space l'ia. the A>.sam Rail Link. 

Mei~~scus~o~ with Mr. S. S. Vasist, Transportation 
..... er, m way Board.-Rcference is made in another 

p<~I<~gi<~ph to the meeting of Chamber with 

~1r. S. S. Vasist, Transportation Member of Railway Board, 
,mel the outcome of their talk on the s b., . . . 
congestion in the Caku!l·t po l . u Ject of shlppmg 
movements of coal t; the ' r OWing .to inadequate rail 
up on this occasion were :C:ch.s. Other r:ulway matters Iuken 

(!) ~~~e r;il'~-/'car Plan altotment lo lrtill.lportation :

th~e ~i:~II~co[ the expenditure on railways under 
ar Plan could not be defined until the 

BC-·2~ 
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plan had been finally published and adopted, but 

Mr. Vasist explained on being questioned about this 
that the railways were planning on the basis of an 

annual allotment or Rs. 80 crorcs to cater for the 

development or the railways on a scale that would 

cope with the industrial development visualised. It 
was desirable that there should be no cutting of the 
allotment for 

for exi~ting railway development. Mr. Vasisl agreed 

with the Charnb~r's view that railway development 
must precede not follow. indu~trial development, up 

to the limit of the railway~' capacity to plan and 
spend. 

('}) Railway facililic.\ in Sou/han 1!1(/ia Propmcd 
Ernaku!am/ Qui/on Railll'ay ; Some week!, before 

tl1e Chamber had thi~ for discussion 
with Mr Va~i~t. the 

mercc of India had wrillcn to the Railway Board 

about grave dillicultic5 being experienced by indus
tries in South India on account of the poor facilitie~ 

for the movement of raw materials and finished 

products on the railway ~ystem in that area. A 
strong plea was put up for altention to a situation 
which had, if anything, worsened since the railway~ 

regrouping scheme had been introduced, particularly 
in respect of rail transport serving the Travancorc

Cochin area. As the Board had not replied, the 

President, as President of the Associated Chambers, 
brought this complaint to Mr. Vasist's notice in the 

course or tfiis interview. The gist of his answer 
was that the Railway Board were fully concious of 

the cliflkulties under discussion. The Ernakulam/ 

Quilon Railw~lY Project had been sanctioned and 
work on it begun, though it still had to be decided
and won would be decided- whether it should be a 
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broatl or metre gauge railw<Jy Since this line 

be m:1inly for passengers, carrying only a few 

wagOil'; for steel and other purposes, the bulk of the 

goods tratlic would have to go by wntcrway as before. 

(:!) Gangr.1 Rircr l'rnjcci.-Thc Chamber's interest in 

!hi.'. project is recorded elsewhere in this report 

Mr. Vasist con!lrmecl that the new over the 
Ganges would be located at Mokamch. 

lion W<t\ <;till being given to the Farraka Bridge 
Scl1cmc, being urged the West Bengal Govcr;1_ 

mcnt. lf this it would be a lone: tcrlll 

project. taJ...ing some 7 to 9 years for complcti;n, but 

~hould the scheme be accepted, the Railway Board\ 
full co-opcratil'll was assmccl 

(/I 1?1.'-gmuping of Roi!lt'ay.\ : In reviewing the ciTccts 

of the recent regrouping of railways into the Northern 

Nortlr E:1stern and Ea~tern Railw:ws. the Chambe1: 

representatives had no adver~e comr;lCnts to make nt 

:hi~ particular roint of time as .. '>o far as they coukl 
JUdge,_ the ~chcme lrad worked satisfactorily. From 

the rarlways' point of view Mr Vasist confirmed that 

the scheme had worked well and that administmtive 
adjustment<; which had been and would be necessarY. 

prcs_entcd no in~upcrablc difllcultic~. Further inft;r-
1_natl0ll ~n tl~e Chamber\ concern with the regrouping 
scheme 1s grvcn in another paragraph. 

Railway :reights on Coal. When the railway buclect 
was rr_e.<.cnted rn Parliamer;t during tlrc Go\'ernm;nl 
or lndra nnnounced their intention of . lO" . . .• 

ir~ rail:vay freight rates for coal with cJTect from ·;s; A··,r;;rct~~;e 
(~n-~~ J.t was cle:ll· that the consequently i"ncreHsed co~ts of thi~ 
~~·lSJc~<~w ~ralcrral would be a con~idcrable burden on industry 

sl~~uld wrn er that :he Indian Mining As~ociatim; 
an . wnh the coal case for 

· . ol the proposal and that other 
or mdustrwl coal consllmcrs >hould cndcavom to e<;timate how 
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they were likely to be afl"ccted b) the incrcmc <lllli, 1f it ~cemcd 

tlrat the burden would be heavy, should pmtc~t to Government 
The Associations concerned accordingly protc~ted but their 

protests and argument~ were rejected by Government on the 

ground that the increw,e wa~ nece~:.ary to a~~i~l the railway~ in 
their working cxpen~cs and wa'> ju~t1ticd b) the fact 

that wa:. already being c;trricd ,tt rates which involved the 

railways in a los~ The Chamber ibclf tOllk an opportunity o[ 
the with the Frnance Mini:.tcr but he was quite 

in that Government wen~ not prepared to alter 

their decision nnd :tccordlllgly the increa:.c had eventually to be 

accepted. 

Claims against the Railway Department o£ the 

Calcutta Port Commissioners. A C\'-C of ~ume ditlkulty 

ill\olvlllg the rejection of ;1 claim again~! the Calculla Port 

{"ommi~sionero.' railway on account of gllOds damaged in 

tr,m~it was taken up informally \uth the Commi.'-"ioncrs during 
Jul) and cxpl.tincd in their l'he pmition in tlri~ ;l!rd other 

:.imilar ca:.cs i:. that in \\lth norm,d l"dih\ay 

dmc, the Port Commi~~ioner.~ rmhv<~y hold~ a ~urvcy 
delivery of good~ cOihignctl at r;ll\W.l)' 1 i:.J.- ~o th;tt actual los~ 
or damage may be correctly a"~c.>.'-<:d. ( !aim" in respect of 

!.;OOds cleared without a ~une). but under qualiti.:d 
~unnot be entertained under the Cllll1lni:.,ioncl~' pte~ent 
Since it n1:1y be ditlicu\t to prove claim~ on the >trcngth of an 
cndor"cment nn :1 r.tilway r.:r:1.:ipt made before the survey rule 
wa~ introduced, it i~ alhi,<~blc that wagon" be unloaded in the 

prc~ence of the Commi:osioncr~ ~tall" if po~oiblc ;1nd package\ 
which may have been tampcred returned to the ],)admg point 

so that a proper survey may be carried out. 
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Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta : Chamber 
representation.-It will be rccul!cd from the record contained 
in the 1948 and 1949 reporb that the Chamber's rcpre::,entation 
on the Calcutta Port Commission ;,vas reduced from .<,ix to three 

:.eats under the Bombay, Calcutta and Madra~ Pan Trust 

(Amendment) Act of 1941, despite clear evidence then submillecl 

to the Central Government of the of this <~llocation 
in proportion to the value and extent 
industrial and 

the commercial, 

protest became necessary during 
Ministry of Transport notified Govern

ment's decision to redistribute the eleven "commercial" scats 
on the Commission, to the Jndian National Steamship 
Owners Association one of three scats held by the Chamber. 
On this occasion the Chamber had cause for dissatisfaction not 

only with the manner in which its wide activities had been 
ignored, but also with the ~mall place given to shipping in the 

paneh of commercial intcre~t~ whkh the electing bodies were 
a&ked to represent through their quota of seats. Apart from 

the scat granted to the :tbovc-mentioned Association, 
shipping were left with only one of the two seats or the 
Bengal Chamber. as the ~hipping ~cat formerly included in the 
Indian Chamber's rcprc~enl<ttion wa.'> eliminated. Thus shipping 

as a whole was made subordinate to the other cornmcrdal 

panels in the remaining nine ~cats. The great part 

or tl~csc . . namely, tea, coal, imports. exports, 
public ut1hty anU come the Chamber's scope. 

or tl1c jute manufacturing indusu·ies, 

; more than 80 ·:, of the tea industry 

60"\, of the total coal 

of coal for exporl 
. . volume of imports including 
unpor_ts ~( machmery, store~ a1·c \\ithin the Chamber 
orgam~atwn. As regards 6hipping, Indian and non-Indian, 

the tonnage engaged in overseas trade is either in 

the Conferences connected with thi~ ( "hamber or the mcm-

b~:r6hip of the Indian or Bengal National Chamber~. and 

it collie! not, in the Chamber\ opinion, be in the best itllcrcsb 

of the Port to overlook the importance of ~hipping concerned 

with overseas trade in the~e administrative arrangements. 

I ·.t'-ln this letter and in pcrwnal representation~ at New Delhi 

the Chamber recorded a ~trong rcquc~l for Government·~ 

reconsideration of the e~i~ting arrangements when an appro

priat<.! thc of 
Transport 
reviewed 

Government 

in the light of the 

At present Mr E J. Pakcs of Mcssr~ Mackinnon Machcn;ic 

& Co., Ltd. :md Mr. G. A. S. Sitn of Messrs. Andrew Yule & 

Co .. Ltd. are the two Bengal Chamber representative~, the former 

reprc~enting shipping and the laller jute tea and oil 

Congestion in the Port of Calcutta.-Bctween .r_uly 

and Novcmbcr of 1952 thc Chamber. in clo~c consultatwn 
with its Shipping Sub-Committcc gave unremitting attention 

to tllC congestion or ~hipping in the Port or ( alculta caused by 
(I) tlte acc~mwl; 1 tion o( roodgrains in the dock, MJ reducing the 

availability of discharging and/or loading berths for genera! 

car!!o ; and (2l the of railway \\agon» for the move-

me~! or coal to Calcutta in turn rc~ultcd in an an;umula-

!ion of colli>~r vc::.~cl'> waiting for coal berth~ .. 0~1 5_th J,uly thc 
Chamber ~cnt a tdc!!ram to the Hon'blc Minl~(ci ol Tr,w~pol"l 

and Railways, Gov~ernmcnl of India. dr:1~·ing h~~ personal 

attention to the position and urging immelhatc actiOn to ~~ep 

up the supply of coal to the full cap;Jcity ~Jf the c:J~tl lo<Jdmg 
bcnh~ by for the allotment of ltve to .\t~ hundred 

coal WHeons from the coalliclds to the Calcutta doc~s 
dmin<> t!Jc next three weeh\. The Mini~try of Transport_ 111 

tlteir ~·cply stated that arrangements to rcl~e.v~ the con~c.stl~ll 
were already ill hand and inc! tided the acqwsJllon of additwn,d 
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a progmmme for despatching 20,500 tom of food-
grains rail, the engagement of about a Jnmdred military 
trucks the appointment of additional handling contractors. 
With regard to coal ~hipmcnts. the Ministry stated that arden 
had been issued by the Ministry of Production to increa~e the 
existing quota by 90 wagons a day for one month and that the 

position wa~ being watched. On the 26th July the situation 
was still so ~criou~ that the Chamber telegraphed again to the 
Ministry nnd rc-empha~ised the need for speeding up coal 
arrivals at the docks as the wagon supply fell far short of the 
Mini~try of Production's daily quota. There were then 97 ships 

in port of which 46 were colliers. But early in October the 
problem was still <tcutc in that there were 82 ships within the 
port and 33 detained at the Sandhcads, including 25 collier 

vessel.<>. Thi~ led the Chamber to a strong representation to the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry For apart from the 

difficulties or the transport conditions. the unsatis-
f:tttory movement of vitally uffectcd the country's export 
trade. <t\ well as the movement or ~teamer~ into :tnd out of the 
Port and \Uddcn. unpredictable c!Hmgc~ made in wagon ~upplics 
upset all connected at-rangcmcnt~. Mcrchanb and >.hipper~ could 
not cancel vc.'.\els which had been chartered some time before; 
the vcs>els on arrival wen: delayed and the inevitable congestion 
re.\tl!tcd, whilst large wm' in had to be paid. The 
ClHtmber's purpose in this was to impress on 

rcpetion of this stale of 
affair~ by well-planned coal wagon for the future and 

the immediate provbion of incrca~cd numbers or down-country 

wagons for the of coal up to the full capacity of the 
docks, not the fnct that i[ the situation were to be 
retrieved, there must be no ~udden arbitrary interference with 
!he allotment. This position wns not relieved until about the 
second week in November. 

lt i5 mentioned chcwhcre in thi~ report that the of 
coal transport to lhc docks was discu~scd with Mr. S. S. 

Transportation Member. Railway Board, on the 7th November. 
.I-re ~aid that the Railway Board had no difficulty in accepting 

( l!l[) J 

the Chamber's contentions regarding the importance o_f a_regular 

daily flow of wagons and of :tvoiding cuts or clcl.ay~ m ~~:uc of 
licences to collieries. He agreed that it was sumlarly m the 
Board's interests that the w<.~gon flow should be ~!cady at an 
agreed Jigure and promised to take the matter up. but would 
require an assurance that if 500 pcr day were allotted, 
the export trade would cope \\ ith number. 

As regards long term arrungemcnts, Mr. Vnsi~t explained 
that this ;ould depend on various considerations on whic~1 the 
Coal Commis<>ioner would be comultcd. but tha_t the Ra!lway 
Board hoped to be able to maintain .~uffictent transport 
during the ensuing busy ~cason :mel throughout the of 
!953, provided certain suggestion~ made to the 

were implemented. 

Detention of Cargo alongside Steamers. T~1is involved 
question has come up periodically !"or tlte_attcn_t!on _of the 
I hamber Committee and the Shipping Sub-( omn:Jttcc Ill the 
pa~t ; but the arrangement~ agreed from time to llmc between 

the parties concerned with the cx~ort of g~~dt~lcf~~~~ 
Calcuttu have not to the enUre . . 
mills, jute shipper~. companic' and ~lup-o:vner~ 01 

,u!:ents, whose individual pomts of view had to be gl_vc_r: ~1~~ 

c~ln~idcration in any cfl"orts to speed up the ::.101\~/~~~i~;~ing 
loading. Discus~ions b~tween A~soci·ttion the Calcutta 
Sub-Committee, tile lndwr~ Jute .. , • , 'Jute Fabric~ 
River Transport A~socialiOil. and th~ Ct~~~~~~~~ed the different 
)hipper~ As~ocintion, held durmg Febru.lfy. 1 ~ l r 
~auscs of d~tcntion of light~r:s waiti1~~k;11~~t~s:~~d f~~ d~~~s~~: 
rnto ve%cls lll tl~c stream 01 Ill Y.JC"c .· ;o thi~ complaint. Alf 
ctfccls on the ~l11pmcnt delays grvmc- use . · . . , 
:t\pcct~ of the matter were therefore reconsl~lcr:ed by tl_le Slll~pr;lg 

Sub-Committee toward_s _the, end of ti~~~~~l~artn t:l:c ~;~::ll(~ies 1 ~~
River Transpor_t Assocwtron s contentnmcr agents' pmcticc of 

lighter _companies wer~. due to, 11~~~ b~fore tl~c steamer arrive~ 
rcgi~tcrmg cargo alongside ~omc t . J dock area prcma
in port, so that mills brought gunmcs to tle 
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turely and lighters remained loaded for some time before the 

vessel wa~ ready :or accepting cargo, a position which had 

been further complrcatecl by shippers demanding inspection 
of goode, at the time of 

. After careful study of the general position the Chamber 

actmg on the ad~Jce of the Shipping Sub.Committec, devised ~ 
sche~n~ _for expcdlling ~hipments of gunnies in which each of the 

~artw;_ mvolvcd in the export pf jute goods should take part 
. o this end the following reco!llmcndations were made, in Ill~ 

ltr<,t place to steamer agents in Calcutta > 

(!) ~argo s_hould not be registered alongside if the ~teamer 
IS not m port. 

12) Every elTon should be made to declnre ''readiness' 
date-; as correctly as pos~ible. 

(J) When a ve~c,c! b 

jute for variou<; dat~~ 
the lnd~~n ~~~~\a,bly _staggered. ar~d a circu~m is~ued to 
F·tbric- . . e Mille, ~'>~OCI<JtJon. the ( alcutta Jute 

' :'~hipper.~ A~c,ocwtron und the River Transport 
A~socJntmn givmg the necessary infonnntion 

The Chamber re·1lisC'! tl·t h" . 
date<; mi!!ht be~· b"' . ' HI. ~.uc readrness' and "clo~ing" 

~ ,u Ject to varratron li'ldcr prc~cnt conditions. 

Since the loadinLJ: of c·trco int I 
wa.~ not fca>ible anllminl:t 'Jc't 0 Joa_t~ after the vcs~el arrived 

th: case of ballaster~, t~e C]:;~~~~r\enou., delay~. cspcc:ally in 

Rrvcr Transport Association that , o to. the Cnlcutta 

with the "readiness" dates of vcs~~~:~n thloadcd ~~ a~corclance 
the steamer ngcnt~' notice of "clo<;" ., , c ordc_r mch~nted by 
with due to the OJ"der of irn~. d<ttC\, londrng berng done 

. >ame time Chamber rccomment<t=~ of tl~e ste;~mcr. At ~he 
crea<;e in the eight clay frl!c pcrio:J _

1
nlL,I Ct~llSJderntron of an Ill

become payable by the jute mills, ~:er ,wi~Jch ~~~r~urragc charges 
agreed with the Indian Jute Mill> Al~l.cr _<~n_ C<trlwr nrrangement 

mndc up by an increa<,e in honting f;l~:.~.mtron. any lo~<;es being 
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As regards the supply and shipment of gunnies, the Chamber 

addressed the Indian Jute Mills Association and the Cnlcutta 

Jute Fabrics Shippers As~ociation, apprising them of the arrange-

ments proposed to the and lighterage interests and 
as/..ing, in the cnse of the thnt the question of delays be 

examined in relation to the due elate fixc:d under tl1e Aso;ocia· 

tion'~ contract. Thi> requires the regi~tration of 

on or before the la~t day of the month, 

wl1cthcr the steamer is able to load, resulting in 

gunnie., cargo on the due date. The need \~a~ to 

method whereby the good\ \~ould not be brought down until the 

qcamer \\<15 ready to load. The jute goods shippcr5 in turn were 
Icquc.~tcd to attend to the early preparation of ~hipping clocu

ments and the p!ncing of these on board in good time. and 

\imilarly to give aucntion to the qucc;tion of altering the gunny 

contract due date, in comultation with the Indian Jute Mills 
A~wciation, with a vic\¥ to fixing two dates in each month. 

f<"rom the replie~ received up to the prc~cnt it appe:~rs that 

the Shipping Line~ arc largely in agreement with the Chamber's 
views. It has been shown in n recent letter from one of the 

Shipping Compnnics that failure on the part of gunny shippers to 

complete all necessary '>hipping formalities and obtnin customs 
passes by the closing date is responsible for much inconvenience, 

not only to the bo<Jts containing but to the vessel and 
to other \Vho~c cargo alongside ready for 

~hipment. Indian Jute Mills nne! the Calcutta 

River Transport As<>ocintion have been asked to comment on this 

report. Meanwhile the Chamber is waiting to henr what has 

been decided \Vith regard to the amendment of the gunny contract 

due date . 

Registration of boats alongside Steamers.-Anothcr 
question on which the Calcutta River Tran~port A~sociation 
~ought the Chamber's guidance wa~ the procedure for registering 

boat~ arriving vcsc;els with for loading. The 

diHiculty seemed to that inste;lcl of bonts ns soon 
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as the boat note had been handed over on its arrival, some 
steamer agents would not register until the number of the bont 

and the cargo marking had been verified, so creating a delay 
which might prevent registration by the clue d<t!c. This problem 

wns refencd to the Chamber's Shipping Sub-Commillee as also to 
shipping interests in the membership of the Conferences who 
held that wl1ilst it was the usual policy of the Lines to register 

boats when tllcy were nctually present alongside, they reserved 
the right to inspect tl1eir contents and to qu;llify bont notes on 
their findings. 

Since circumstances and procedure varied in different trndes 
the Chamber thought it best to leave the Conferences covering 
each trade to adopt their own arrangements for registration. It 
seemed to the Chnmber that ship-owners l1ad nn undisputable 
right to examine contents of boat5 at the time of registration. 

Calcutta Port Development.-- (al Gcncrn! :--During 
the early part of the year it wa~ nnnounced in the Press tl1at the 
Calcutta Port Anthorities l1ad drawn up a Five Year Plan for 
improvements in the dock area which the 
hod tentatively approved. In May Port Com· 

missioners made it known that h~: hoped to be allocnter.l, by 
the Centr•ll Governm~:nt a substantial loan·-·;J figure of 12 
crorcs was mentioned for the<;e proj~:cts. It 
was thought ad\"isable for the in conjunction 
with those interested. to ofi"cr certain recommendations to the 
Commissioners so that they might be !:'.llidecl in the allotment 
of this loan by the first-hand opinio;1s of those intimately 
:oncerned with the working of the Ptll"!. Accordingly the shipping 
mtcrests of tl1e Chamber, and the variou-; Conferences connected 
with the Pot·t of Calcutta were invited to their views 
on the improvements which clcmanded for immediate 
action or inclusion in a long term programme. On the basis 
of the comments received. which for t11e most part supple· 
mentet: n detailed statement drawn up by the Shipping Suh
Comnllltec, a memorandum wa~ compiled and forwarded to the 

Chamber's repre~entatives on the Port C'ommi~~ion in ~r~er ld 
enable them to discuss the matter with the Port AuthontJes. 

This memorandum divided the items requiring attention 

in the Port into two categories :-

(i) those which did not involve heavy 
lure or extensive equipment whic:.:h 
out immediately ; and 

expcndi
bc carried 

(iiJ those which would take ~ome time to pl~t into 
operation because of the construction <_md cqmpme_nt 

and would therefor...: reqltlre long tel m 

aid. 

In the first category \Verc included sudl it~ms as 
r~pait· to tran~it ~heels ; improved lighting withm the .. 

or the slleds lvith special reference tu ore dumps; prov~slon_ -~f 

b~1 rges and truck~ for the re~110,V.'1l fron~ of ~~~::~c11 ~:~eb;l~a: 
fud oil ; adcqtl<lte 11atc1 ~uppl) . , 
nieal Among the item~ rec:)ln_n_l~nded foJ th~ 
forward programme were improved crane lactlttJCS, , 

heavy~lift cr;:ne; pr,ov_i~ion ,for v~~~,~~-~<:t~: tl:~ldPort Railway 
hanUhng devtees; the :omplcte 0 relit berths ; oil 
~y~tetn ; the con~tructton of dredging o[ the 

tanks for bulk oil; and 
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iwd been recommended to the Commissioners for the Port of 

lntd conccrn~d itself 
with the question of the of a mechanical grain 
discharging plant in order expeditiously to deal with heavy 

imports of grain. Very little progress has been made in arriving 

at a decision on this maucr for, as recorded in the 1951 Chamber 
report, the Ministry of Food and 

India, with whom tl1c decision by, 
Government of 

cancelled orders which 
had been placed for grain discharging plants. Although some 

progress was made in respect of the Port of Bombay. so rar as is 
known Govcr·nmcnt have not re-entered into negotiations for 
the purchase of a plant for Calcutta. Recently the Chamber 

Committee, in consultation with their Shipping Sub-Committee, 

agreed not to press this question for the present. With the 

emphasis on ilJC e.~pansion of Jndia's overseas trade and the 

improvements necessary at the Port o[ Cn!eu!la to speed up the 
o[ 

manner in which Govern
ment removed the grain fi"Om the dock area. To speed up 

lmloading_ therefore, would be o[ littk help until adequate 

arrangements wer·e available for the rapid movement of grain 
from storage sheds. 

(c) Improvement in facilirii.·s in tire di)' dochs : Early 
in the year complainb were received by the Chambe1 that !IJC 
water in the Dry Dock wa~ inadequate for 

shellplates was obstructing to vessel~ 
Tlti~ was because of the low water !]1e bad concli-

lion of the hoses. An investigation the position by Lloyd's 

Surveyors revealed not only defective watr.::r supplies, but the 
ab~encc of a number of other facilities both in the Kiddcrpore 
Dry Dock and King George Dry Dock. In both docks the 
eoJ~d.it_ion of the ~!airway~. steps. handrail~ and lite lighting 

faeJ!Jlies were poor, and in certain cases, resulted in daiH"ICJ' to 
those using the dry docks. ~ 

\ ~()j ) 

the Chamher, in constiltation with tl,", . .,.,,;,,;,,,.,., 
CommJLtec Jepottcd the m<tllc1 to the Po1t 
I die\\, tUenllon to the l<tck ol f<lcllllles lm hftml! 

;:~'~Jvy equlp:nent ,\lld Ill tdequ,ttc 1\ateJ fot cuculal~l,! 
JC!tt-eralill;;:! I11<1Chlilelj Othet pomts such Is dcl,\}e 

- 1 1 ater 1nd the necd f01 an 
of dttlt~ rng ·:~~~~ sl~:::lfo~''the ~·\\llchboatcb o[ vessels \lete also 

tom 1 he Poll A uthollltcs <~gteed to look tntont~len;o~:~~: 
J,uscd <~m: <IS ,t tesult of contmuedn~:~~~~~~~;or sol gt\en 

from the Chamber. the The matter 15 under 
elfcct to by thc Port 

review. 

. d Harbour IViasters in the Port 
Shortage of P~lotl:~~deti in ]a.,( ycar\ rcporl that the 

of Calcutta. -It :\.ls t Govcrnmeltt that there wa~ a 
Chamber had_. p~mtc~l. ~)l~tr ~~~Jast~rs on the stall" of the Calcutta 
deliciel:cy of ·t·t-~mcd. ll,~u ~r thesG onlv a limited number were 
Por_t { ommJssJon ,~n.. wcnll'lll 0 j. ship.~. The shortage _of 

uvalhtblc for tl:c '~.ctu,il ~l:I~I..,C anxiety to ~hippiltg comp:uu:s 
personnel C(:Illlll\H.:J to l ., . d .1 mcetim; W;Js convened Jll 

the hrst part of 1 ;J5_ ;::nr;r-cJKcs a7td the Port Com

between the ~tcr~ \HTC bcin~~ takcnt!J rcmcd_y :l,tc 

;;::•:•~il~;' Uy A"~;",',~:::ittt~~~~~:';,~,~·,::::::':~~~,;'::~£~~~::1:1";:::~ 
tinuc to within the cour.-,e o , . . . I 
Chamber, however. maint:tins a constant interest m tlm <tm 

other aspects or port dlicicncy. 

. itteo. -Jn NovL·mbcr, in. their 
Pm.'t Wo:kn~g 'Clol::~~neml wmking of the port, Jl wa~ 

endeavours to 111lpime 1 "' p _1 Commi:;sioner~ that. as 

suggested by Lhc .Chamb~~:r~o the in o;3ombay, a Port Working 
had been done some _yc, Committee, composed of 

Commitlec_ s!tot:l_d be s~l rl:~ C'llmmi~sioncrs, ~!camel 
t·eprcsentat1ve~ l1om th~.; visit the docks C~ftcr .. a 

ami ~tevcdore,<,. wmtkl d at ]Winls arising from the v1s~t 
mce\ln~~ would be hel 1 1, .. tl eflkicncy of the poll 
as nls~ other mntters a!Tccting tle gcr~:l, 
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could be discussed. The majot conferences in Calcuua were io 

a!!rccment with this suggestion but felt that ful! representation 
!>l~ould be !!ivcn to steamer agents on the Committee, some of 
whom shot~d be technical men who would be able to advjsc on 

matter~ sucl1 as dry-docking and repairs to steamers. At the time 
of writing this maHer has not been finalised. 

Labour position in the Port of Calcutta. -The Chamber 
rcpo1·t of J 951 gave a detailed account of the -"Crious labour 
position which had arisen in the port during that year. lt is 

gratifying to be uble to report, however, that the situation 
steadily, if slowly. during 1952 and that by tl1e end 
of the yc<tr general was cxpres~cd with the manner in 
which labour were A number o( reasons contributed 

to this improvement but the main it appeared that both the 

Dock Mazdoor Union--in~trumental in in~titutin,g the "go-slow' 
movement--and labour became <~ware that tl1c continuance o( 
these practices wa6 not improving their Hnd was in 

fact acting to their detriment. Coupled this, the Dock 

Mazdoor L'nion su/Icred a 6ctbach. at the cb:tiom, and only 

managed to win one out of the three isst!es before the Centnd 

Government Tribunal in the Master Stevedores Association 
adjudication case. 

The Shipping Sub-Commiltcc throughout thG year, ;dong 
1\ith ~tcvcdorc~ and steamer were forced to udopt a linn 

attitude towards the Dock and this in itself appeared 
to have a salutary clfcet on the position. 

On tlw 25th April the Master Stevedores A~~ociation, in 
consultation with the Shipping Sub-Committee. the 

National Union of Dock Labour and although from to time 

that Union placed demands on ~tevedorcs, no concessions of 

as there was a clause in the agreement 
which !rtid down that all other items except 

those mentioned were to be kept in abeyance until the creation 

of the Dock Ltbour B0:u·d. The formation of thi~ Board, as 
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. roduction of the C'alcu!!a Dock \Vorkcrs (Rcgul~

~~~ 2~eE~~:~lO\mcnt) Scheme 1951 i~ rcfr-•·recl to elsewhere m 

this report. 

aster Steveclorts Association in the adjmlic~t~on 
The M, · . 1 1 y ar's report had n fnvourablc dect~ton 

case- referred to Ill a~ e e~~~st;es before the Industrial Tribunal. 

on two out of the thl ethan 1:2 bags sling implying that !:lore 
These were (al not :ess stevedores Jf they so desired provided 
bags could be loacll:d by •ivcn- "til{! thl that the ~upply 
the requisite numb~r of g~r~gs ~::~ ~l tion.' An lw~ be~:n 
of relief gang~ was at ~kvcdo · p . the other 

before the. Appellate Tr~~u~;~: Expert Committee's 

whic_h conc~rns tha~ of one gang per ]10ok per 
report \:'htcb lays down '. ·I d. " one ton. The award was to 

single slrng up to, but not ~:~tl~; ;;o~ vary their loads and had ~~ 
the effect th~t st~ve~lor~s ~-act icc in respect of the ~llnOunt o[ 

~~~~-~(iln~:al~~~~~;n~:c:/i~~~-~ p~t the time ol" writing the appeal h:t\ 

nu; been heard. 

rkers (Regulation of Employ-
The Calcutta Doc~ :-~~t 'Car's report referred to the 

ment) S~heme, 19~~icutt~ D)ock Workers (Regulation of 
promulgallon of the '~I Thi., Sc!Jeme could not be 

Employmct_lll Sche_me ~ C))l ;ll"ttion of the Dock Labom 
into operatiOn t_mttl th<.:: ft ~l ;.un the Scheme. Th.:: number of 

the; adrnini~lra!lve body ct v·trious r.::pre~cntatives on this Bo~rd 
'-Cats to be nllot.ted t~ th 'l W'lS the main facwr in caustng 
caused much dtsctJsston ail( ' \\HS that there ~hou\d 

The generally accepted interests, four scats for 
he ~e~ll~ for ~tevedorc., :md hmwver tiH~rc were 

Government an~\ !"our_ for 1 .1~e ~ro osal \\ere put into cllcct ?ne 

only three Unton~. If ,~11 :e-~ts. p The Dock Mazcloor Unton 
Union would rccetvc l\\ 'c ·!I lotted to them ns they rcprescn
claimcd that the seats _s~10ul~f \~~our in the pol"!. The proposal 

ted the largest propmtJo~r tw~ Unions. the Mn.~ter Stevedore~ 
was opposed by th~ o:h,., intcrec;ts. As no agreement cottld 
As,ociation and ~h!ppm"" 

.~L_ ________ g ____ __ 
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b~. reached, the Labour Minister oE the Government of India 
VISited Calcutta to discuss this matter and as a result the D 'k 
Mazdoor ·union received two seats. oe 

C Tl:e _Cha_irman of the Bonrd is the Chairman of the Pon 
~m~liSSJ?neLs and the representatives or the emplo 'CE I 

slllppmg Interests are Mr. K. c. Mookherjc· ) M il!l( 

Stevedores Association) M. . · '-'• M.L.c. 1 aster 
interests}. M· _ .l. ?· ?- Ro_ber:son IEUI"<)pean Shipping 
Associati~n). I. 11. M. J<~gtmnJ \IJlltian National Ship Owners 

OJ t~hel ~~~Ju_gural mee~ing of the Dock-Labom Board was hdd 

th~ r:~istr<:l:o~eptembeJ. The fir~t major ~~sue t:Jken liD W~IS 
Board for re<>istrution firms ~vh~ have now .:~pplied -to the 

. . ~ · Bomd Js .1t the time of writin" 
c~nw!enng lh_e. registration of do2k workers in [lccmtlanc~ 
\\llh the provJsrons of the Scheme. 

cour.~te;fec~~:itl'~- ~at~s : Slow \~ork Clause. the 

Calcutta increa:c~tc~>lH_pments of Iron .:~nd ~led sewp 

cargo to work." extra C~J::~~;:ll~ly. As, hm~·ever, it was clilficult 
by stevedores for , 'slow ~· .J.~d- to be levied on steamer agents 

clause in the Master Ste\~rk 1.n ac~orc~m:ce ,with the relative 
This clause did . dores Assocmuon s rate schedule. 
scrar \Vas ~~~~ p~ovnle fm~ lo:~ding from lighters, and as 
dares ught nlongsJoc l:l boats, the Master Steve-

metl;od of loading ·:~k~~ \1;1~ludc Su~:CommiUce,for this 
After consultation with th , . cl the ~l?w work clause. 

finally agreed that that c~1 :~~~ 11:11~~:~fercnc~s Ill Calcutta_ it was 
lw1ding from lighters. d be ,Jincnded t<..l mclmlc 

Payment of Port Commission , 
of the objections of steamer "lf'.ent. ~rs, Labour. ln,-~upport 
drew to the notice of th _',- s m Calcuttn, the ( hamber 

cu!ties being experienced ~e:·L~~l;~~~~~ Port, {·om missioners dif1i
was finishing-by rea~on of pthc Y whc.n .·work on steamers 

their labour during workinn-~~m~~lS'il:mcrs' pn1ctice of 
stopped at 2 p.m 011 a. "'d· Ollis. WJth,'IJe result that 

r ) "Y The C alcuua Liners 
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Conference lwd already taken up this objection with only partial 

success, in that the Commissioners were unwilling to change 
their arrangement~. but agreed thut their Labour Department 
would ensure thnt workers were paid in batches so that steve
doring work would not entirely stop. and on the finishing date 
of a vessel every endeavour would be made not to book labour 
to that ship if it were n day. Whilst such an arrange-
ment, if carried out, help in improving the the 

Chamber could not see why the Port Commissioners' 
should not be paid outside working hours, since work stopped 
at 4 p.m. or earlier and labour could be paid in batches, over 
a number of days. after that time. The Port Commi~sioners 

declined the Chamber's suggestion beca\JSe, according to their 
calculations, the lo~s of working time was not so great ns to 
justify dislocation of their It was mentioned 

system, the 

was not reduced. 

The Shipping Sub-Committee of the Chamber were not 
~atdicd \\·ith thi~ decision, but that evidence 
of stoppage or ~lowing down loading 
produced if the matter were to be raised 
Further action on the Chamber's part will 
of difficulties reported by members of the 
in Calcu!tu, who were recently asked to keep 
touch with developments. 

The Ganga Bridge Project.--On the 1st April represen
tatives of the inland water transport interests in the Chamber 
and of other Chambers of Commerce in Calcutta p1et 
Sir M. Chairman of the Ganga Bridge Project, to 

discuss the question of a suitable site for the construction of the 
ruilway bridge over the river by the Centrnl 

Government with a view to 
between Calcutta. North Bengal and Assam. After the partition 
of Ben!!al in 1947 there wa~ no direct route through Indian 
!r-rritor; to and from these points until the: Assam Rail Link 

nc-27 
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was opened enrly in 1950. Now tlmt the East Bengnl Railway 
and a considerable length of the Cnlcutta~Assam river route 

carrying the bulk of jute <tnd tea traffic to Cllcutta arc in 

Pakistan, as also the bridge over the nt Sara the 
Harding Bridge-the bridging of the G<~ngcs, 
Sakrigalighat or at F<trnkka or Rajmahal (the site [or the 

Barrage scheme) has become a strategic and trading 

The s~heme for barraging the Ganges river has tnkcn shape after 

various at!empts the last half century or so to investigate 

the problem o( the fresh water flow from the three 
feeder rivers distributing the Ganges water into th~ river Hooghly 

ubove Nadia and tl1c increasing danger to the position of Calcutta 

from silting of tl1c Hooghly river, caused- by the 

the sea and insu/Iicient scouring by freshets 

Being well aware o[ the importance for navigation purposes 
of increasing the river's headwater flow. particularly during the 

dry season. the Chamber expressed itself in fnvom of carrying 

out the Ganga Bridge Project nnd Gnngn Bnrrage Project in one 
operntion nt Farrnku or Rajmahnl, rnther than that the Ganga 
bridge should be constructed separntely nt Mokameh or 

in the first place. Its reasons were {a) that a 
bridge and barrage scheme would be less costly in the 

long run than two schemes, nnd !b) that it would provide only 
one obstacle to inland navigation in~tcad of two, or one less if 
other bridges were built in the future. ln providing an 
all-India route to Assam, it seemed to tl1e C!mmbcr 

choose the shortest possible route via. Farakka. Moreover, as 

it was cqtHJlly important to proceed with the scheme for Jlusl1ing 
the Hooghly and shortening the river route to Cnlcutta. the 
cxpe"nditure of a large sum on the by itself, possibly 

delaying the barrage for lnck of finance, 
would, in the Chamber's 

when 
tions to the Ministry of that n rail and road 

bridge at Patna would be of great benefit to the whole of India, 
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not least the Stale of Bihar, ~t ~vas emphnsi~cd that any sue\~:~ 

must rank second in pnonty to the opinion 
~cheme. ln the case of Mokameh.the , rh 
, th' Mokameh ferry was reheved of trartic for. No l 

was th.tt once e . I i b· able to cope adequately With the 
Bengal and Assam, It would (.;.; ile at Mokamch might 

North Bihnr coal tram~, nn VI \ot serve the needs of 
be easier and chen per. 11 would 1 lei 'nvolve ·1n addi-

N ·tl and A~sarn. but wou 1 ' 

to I o\ ~00 so rcducincr the capacity of the metre 
hau o tl e river"' A bridge at Sakrigalighat 

gauge rail system, J~ortl:f oft!~ Para~ka / Rajn~ahal bridge and 
seemed unnecess<11 Y ' 1 

barrage were constructed 

of inland \Vater vcs~ds the Cllambcr asked 

I tl should be constructed to provide for ( l) a head

~\~:':~ f~~ its cnti;·e length of 40 ft ab~v~. flood level, and {2) a 
navigable channel of 345 ft. between p1eJs. 

, in ti1is report dealing 
it will ~c SCCI~. fll~Ill th~ S. S. Va~bt. Tran~portatiort 

with the subjects ch:cussed w.ll.ll~ tlr1l the proposed new bridge 

Member of the ~~<.lllway Bl~~~c:tcd' at Mokameh. The Ganga 

over the Ga.nges __ 1s t? ,be r 'Cd ~trongly by the Government o( 
Barrage ProJCCl lS b_emg ~1 g f river tra!lk on the J-looghly and 
West Bengal in the mtcrests. 0 . . between the Central and 
of the Calcutta Port and thscu:~JOns 

State Governments arc procecdJllg. 

ion on which the State Govemmcnt 
A necessary COI;sid~rat. recently is the r~ttc or. to!la~c 

invited the Chambers ,vJC:vs.ver~utvi<~able which Wilt 
on traOic using the l58 1111\es of "' the coJis-

bc created-should the scheme the river tel 

truction of a barrage and lo~~; the tidal reaches, and 
traffic at all times of the Y ' Canal. The Chamber 

secoridly excavation o~ th~nnect..-:d on the. tollage 

consulted members. ~~n~'~sc~nsiderillg the opiniollS expressed, 
rate proposed and Is n 
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The Hooghly River Enquiry Committee.-The elTects 
of the Gunga Barrage Scheme on the position of the River 
Hooghly was part of the investi,gation of the Hooghly River 

Enquiry Committee by the Government of India with 
instructions to 

OJ The work done so far on models of the river 
Hooghly ; 

(2) The assessed effects of the Damodar Valley Scheme 

and the Ganga Barrage Project on the regime of the 
River Hooghly; and 

(J) The 
necessary to improve the regime of the 

within port limits. 

A Chamber delegation met this Committee on the 30th 
August and afterwards, on the basis of points discussed 
at tl1is meeting connection with the administration of the 
river and the causes of congestion in the Port of 
Calcutta, the Chamber sent a commentary to the Com-

mittee on the three subjects coming within their terms of 
reference. As the delegates had previously indicated. the 

Chamber hoped that could be nwde in plans for im-

accommodating ships of 28 
the year, though the Committee's 

reasons for concentrating at present on a minimum draught of 
2G ft. for ship~ leaving Calcutta at all times of the year were 
appreciated. Their attention was called, however. to such matter~ 
<ls speed restrictions and the need for a draught in 
certain circumstances. On the question the effects of the 

Damodar Valley and Ganga Bridge Projects on the Hooghly 
river regime, the Chamber maintained the <lltitudc recorded 
above in regard to the Ganga Bridge and Barrage Schemes, 

th\": to port and river dev~lopment o[ 
increasing water Jlow from the Ganges thr~ugh tllC 
three feeder rivers above Nadia, and tl1e considerations in 
fnvour of combining these two schemes in one operation at 
Farakku or Rajmahal 
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In dealing with the last item of the Committee's term5 of 
reference -the regime of the river within port limits-.thc 
Chamber was not altogether prepared to accept tiJC. suggc~tmn 
that the congested state of the port was not attnb_tltable t~ 

deterioration of the river, for ulthough one ?f the mam ca~ls~~ 
of conacstion at that time was ~hortage of ra!lway wagons, r-1~ 
deterio:ation tended to increase bunching of deep draught vessels 
at certain pel:iods of the The advantages 1 of good 

loadinv: <Jrrangemenls were, . fully stressec. - l b 
the C~mmitL;e's recommendal!On that coal be. transport_ec -~ 
river thC Chamber's opinion wns. _in brief, that wlul~t a\ C?l~l~~r·c·c· 
case could be mnde out for bnnging coal for ~~ca m us n~s 

down river from collieries, there were marke.d thsaldv~nta!e~<; ~~~ 

transpo_rting export co~~~. t,o. thee~~~-~k~lc~;di~;~s ~~1ett;~ l:ca~ibil:ty 
evel~ts ll would. be tec~~s;~ ~r~ve more detailed information on 
of nver transp01 L o COd ' .. _ ]' lltera e system to 
~uch points as waterways to be utthse:l, ~lei, l7t· e:cg Any such 

be employed, unloa_ding arrnn~ve;~~:;t~H~l~e :~c~c dfull); considered 

~ro~o~~·li:l:l~ wale! Sub-Committ~c . . of the 

P~rt Commi~o.ioncrs. steamer agents, shlpp-:rs railway 

i11tercsts. 

The Committee cuncluded tlwir invc~tigation.~ with ': ~\~~ 
day sitting early in October. Their to the Governmcn 
India lm~ not yet been seen by the 

. t of foreshore holdings on the 
. Agreements m res:ei~Jstam:c of the Indian Jute Mills 

Rrve~ .. Hooghl~. c~~~;~sultation with ~olicitOI's, the Chamber 
1\s~OCldtiOil, and dft • . . of Revenue, West Bengal, on the 

in M:~rch addressed the ,B~~:~.~~htnent ICes t)ll jetties, etc. on both 
questwn of the levy of en ' eared that toward!> the end 
sitb of the Rivt::r 1-looghly. 1 ~ 1 1~~1 :,al had increased by !Oo··,. 

of 1951 the G~vcrnment 0~ ~\~::by t~lC jctties,of jute mills anJ 
tilt:: ra:e of f~e~ on land _ 0 ~ 1 ~~~e I-Iooghly. The affected members 
other mdus.tnal concen.ls _0 ssociation had objected strongly to 
of the lnchan Jute, M!lls. ~ and a representation made to 
this burdensome Jll1P051 t10n 
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Government by the Association had been rejected by Govern
ment although legal opinion obtained by the Association 
supported the contention that the increase in fees was unwarran
ted. 

The Chamber"s petition to the Board of Revenue brought 
out a number of imporlant considerations, notably the question
able legality of the action in raising the fees without amendment 
of Rule 268 of the Bengal Crown Estates Manual, J 932. which 
lixcd the minimum and maximum fees at Rs. 10/- and Rs. 500/
respcctivdy and made no provision for an increase in fcc at the 
time of each renewal : the question whether there was in fact 
any enactment in existence (as distinct from the Rules 

the payment vf the fees) authorising the levy of fees 
on encroachments in the Hooghly : the fact that the rental of 
the high lands in the which were of grealcr value and 
more useful than the land, was not so much as was 

to be levied for the foreshore land : the possible 
of the West Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Act 

wl1ich provided that the rent of non-agricultural land \the land 
so) could be increased only by 
a tenant, and that every Jiftccn 

the consensus of opinion favouring the 
the right of free access 

to the river and the title Government at best amounted 
lo trusteeship over property which, according to the established 
usage of the country, belonged to the public at large. 

were elaborated and forcefully presented 
and il is satisfactory to be able to record that 

in May the Board of Revenue advised the Collectors concerned 
that the fee at paid by licensees could not be increased 
during the of licence or any extension thereof. The new 
rates would however be charged for new constructions. 

Later in the year a ~imilar position arose with regard to 
encroachments on the River Hoogl1ly within port limits. Such 
encroachments come within th~.: purview of the Ceutral Govern
ment, and the ruling o[ the Board of Revenue, West Bengal, was 
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not intended to npply to jellies etc. within port limits. The 
Chamber has drafted a memornndutn on the same lines as the 
one submitted to the Board of Revenue, West Bengal, challenging 
the authority of the Central Government to assess a rent or 
licence fee on cnroachmcnts into the bed of the river. The 
memorandum is af present being scrutinised by solicitors and it 
is expected that the necessary approach wilt shortly be made 
to the _Government of fndia 

Procedure in the Port oi Calcutta : Charter Parties: 
Lay Days: Notice of Readiness. A number of requests for 
information and guidance on concerned with the Port 
procedure in Calcutta were to the Chamber's 
Sub-Committee during the year. The follo\\-mg 
some of the points on which the Sub-Committee gave an 
opinion :-

Chamber ruling No. 13 which was drawn up and 
adopted some years ago was re-examined and revised 
in 1949 in consultation with the Indian Mining Asso
ciation and repn:osentntives of firms concerned with 
coal charters. In down the practice of the 
Port in terms of the the Chamber intended 
that companies and coal interests should 
h:1vc in the interpretation or a normnl coni 
charter. lt is important to note that it docs not, :md 
cannot. overrule <1ny clear direct cont<Jined 
in <1 ch<~rter party and that the 
in these circumstances. In the 

is inoperative 
of any 

cxrress stipulation to the contrary in a charter party, 
one signed in C'alcu!la, of notice 

readiness is governed by ruling 13 the case of 

coal charters 

(2) H a charter party tl1e insertion 

of the words introducing 
the guiding of the custom the port. the 
parties must strictly by its terms and the 
custom of the port has no bearing if 24 hours or 48 
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hours notice o[ readiness is mentioned without any 
That means, 24 {or 48J hours from the 

notice is given and accepted within office hours, 
also qualified by whether it is, or is not stated that 
holidays nnd Sundnys nrc excluded from the readines~ 
period. 

Cll he ocso; whore the clwtcc pony tcm;s m·c not w 
specific and latitude is given ns indicnted in (2) nbove, 
the intention of 13, in the cnse of 48 hours 
notice of readiness, h if notice is aiven before 
12 noon on a working day, lay-chlys~ commence 
on tllC next working day bnt one. For instance, if a 
charter party simply provi:les that lay days will 
conn! after the usu1l 48 hours notice and no referer1ce 
is mnde to the e:'l.dusion of Sunchys and holiday~. 
lay would commence at 6 a.m. on Tuesday if 
the were given and accepted before 12 noon 
on the previous Sunday. 

14) l~nless there is some snecial stipulation to the con
trary in the charter party, notice of rendiness cannot 
be given lmtil u vessel is within the Port limits. As 
regards acceptance of notice of readiness on the 
nrrival of a vessel at the Sandheads (n point which 
arose during the period of congestion in the port, 
mentioned elsewhere in this report) the Shipping Sub
Commitlee agreed that this was not a ma!ler on which 
a general ruling could be given as it is for negotiation 
between individunl owners and chartereJ~S ; nnd 
should tllis negotiation fail, resort must be had to 
_any rrovi~ions made for the settlement of dispute's 
ln the charter party concerned. In this connection 
it was held that vessels detained at tl1e Sandhcnds 
were only within the Port authorities' jurisdiction to 
the extent that the authorities do not permit them 
to enter the port. and that it wa~ not correct to 
nsstJme that vessels were held at the Snnclheads by 
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order of the Port. If it were ngreed that notice of 
readiness could be given at the Sandhends. it would 
be for ncceptance in terms of the charter party. 

Non-weather Working Days.-Sinee introducing the 
procedure outlined in the repon for 1950, tl1e Chamber has 
declared half or non-weather working days in respect of one or 
both of the two zones of the Port of Calcutla nfter 

readings taken nt different points on 
the River. 

(!) Zone T. - Calcutta jetties nnd River Moorings 
from Howrah Bridge to Takta Ghat 

(2l Zone IL -River Moorings below Takta Ghat 
Kiddcrpore and George Docks and 
Garden Reach 

It was decided aftcr consultation with the Chamber's 
Shipping Sub-Committee during !951 that arrangements should 
be made for special declarations to meet the peculiar case o[ coal 
vessels, as working of coal cargoes is not a!Tected by weather 
conditions to the same extent as general cargoes. A declaration 
for coal vessels is now made on the basis of records of work done 
nt the coal jetties on the day or days in question. This rule was 
also made npplicable to scrap as from October, 1952. 

Programmed receiving of export cargo at the 
docks.- Towards the end of the year, the Commissioners for the 
Port of Calcutta in accordance with their policy of taking 
all possible steps to in the port, wrote to the 

the detention of carts 
that each exporter, or 

workin!:': 
lorries, -with time of their arrival. which would 
be sent to the docks next day. Details of the cargo were nlso 
to be {!iven. It was hoped that if this scheme could be adhered 
to, it \~auld nssist the Commissioners in drawing up their h1bour 
programme. The Shipping Conferences were also npproached 

llC-28 
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and it w<ts <tgrcccl bv the Shipping Sub-Committee tlwt 
such a scheme, in~roduce~L was likely to cause further delay 
as it would be dillkult for sl1ippcrs to say by Z at wl1at 
time their goods would arrive at the docks on the day. 

It was felt that the Pon Commissioners, from statistics, could 
possibly obtain a fair idea or the average cargo arrivals during 

period which could be used ns a bnsis for working out 
programme. 

Increase in the Calcutta Port Commissioners' 
charges.-In February the· Commissioners for the Port of 
Calcutta increa~ed river dues in the caY.! of 
coal and orcs in order to offset in pnrt nn 

Rs. 54.641akhs in revenue estimates for 1952(53. The Chamber, 
after revie·,ving these increases, deeidd tlwt they should be 
acquiesced in ns they were not of a burdensome nature 

Hoisting Charges : Refund.-- On _advice from the 
Traffic Managet·, Commi<:sioner~ for tl1e Port of Culcutlil. the 
Chamber in August informed members that the standing practice 
<lt j~tties and docks was that whenever hoisting charges were 
paid for loading cnns and lorri~s. but cranes were not used. a 

note to that effect had lo be obtained from the Assistant 
tcndents or the Foremen of the sh~d concerned to admit a 

of hoisting charges. This note had to be placed on the Hoisting 
Application and it was pointed out by the Traffic Man<tger that 
if this were not done, <he Commissioner.~ mi!!hi 110t entertain n 
claim for the refund of hoisting charges. ~ 

Measurement and calculation of freight on Cylin
drical Packages." Towards the end of May the Bombay 

Chamber of Commerce approached the Clwmbcr in connection 
with a decision taken in Bombay to filii into line with the <>cneral 

prncticc at most ports conecn~ing tl1e mcnsurcment of lnJrrels 
and casks which. for freight was now calculated in tl1e 
same W<ty as for dn1111~. nr,mdy-thc .\(jliiii"C of the 
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diameter multipiied by the length. The formula previously_ u~eci 
in Bombay, as also in Calcutta, had been the length multJplted 

by the me<tsurcment at the bulge recorded twice for breadt_h ~nCl 
Jess one-fifth of the total. On bL:ing conslllted the Sh.Ip~mg 

in Cnlcutta. as wel! as the exporting AssOC!a\JOns 

connected with the Chamber. generally of tocn~~:la~:~~~ 
formula ;mel as a result this proposed 

on cylindrical packages wa~ by all major 
in July and August. 

Clearance o£ Shipping Bills. In a Noti!lcation dated th~ 
15th September the Export.Trnde Controller. Government o 

India, laid down the followmg ti~nings to be_ observ~d._:or the 

receipt and delivery o[ '>hipping b!lls on \\'Ot·kmg dnys . -

BaLch 

hi 

Time of n•cdpl 

.:. 110 a.m. ;~o-10.~0 ll.1U.---

.,.J10,;-JI):J,llllol2noon, 

... ltz Jwon t.o ~ P· m. 
2 p.m. t.o!> p.m. 

, lOa.m. t.oHJ.;JIIn,ln, 

, Jo.a:J 1t.m, to L3tlp.n1. 

12.:m p.m. 

z.:JO p.m • 

L :JI)p. JJL 

1:! mi1l-<lay 

12 30 ~~m on 
fo\lOWIII,.\"~lo__:H~ 

d. C fts of Kashmir : Issue of permits 
Sale o£ Art~ ~~Fo/:omc time past it has been customary 

to bo~r~ ve~se .s. . .. :ct the issue of "boarding permits" to 
for shippmg li~e_s to I estr Ile Government of West Bengal were 
an nbsolut~ rnm1mum._ ~~ 1, 10 ,1 request from them t~mt ·il 
therefore mformed,--m 1 t~ \he Port Police that pcnnils to 
should be _rccomn~endcd and Kashnlir Government to boar_d 
salesmen ol tile _ J,JmnHJ hat this was undesirable. As Kaslumr 
vessels should be .~s~u~d, .\1r which few ships' could 
<.ll"ts and crarts \\-eie ,t lux_ Y 1d ,111 ,011e the goods 
alford, demand wollld be small, ai • ) 



( 22.0 ) 

could obtain them from the city if they so desired. The 

Clmmber was supported in this matter by the various Conferences 
and in view of what had been said, and because of the potential 
liabilit): of vessels for nccideJ;!tS to persons on board when cargo 

was bemg worked, the Chamber hoped that Government would 

tmderstand the reluctance o( the Lines to extend boarding 
permits for the sale of Kashmir goods. 
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MUNICIPAL 

Calcutta Municipal Act, 1951.- ·This Acl was publi~hed 
in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinnry ol· the 14th February 
1952. Only the following provbion~ were of interest to members 
generally:--

( l) The assc~sment of land and buildings ror the 
consolidated rate : section 168 of Chapter IX: 
Schedule X. 

l2l Tax on professions trades and callings : Sections 
218-221 of Chapter Xlil; Schcduk IV. 

(3) Licensing of advcrti~emcnts : Sections 229-233 of 
Chapter XVI. 

l(J) As.H'.\SIIIC/1/ of land all(/ huildinJ;s for the consolidv!NI 

tale.--The 1951 mentioned that the new system of 
valuation of land buildings for asses~ment to the consoli-
dated rate was being examined by tbL: Chamber and its asso
r.:iated industrial interests ttl a~certain \vhether there was 

for incorrect as~cs~mcnt on the basis of Schedule X. 
illl ;tpproach to the West Bengal Govcmmcnt for amendment of 
the Schedule. On the ba~b of the rcplic~ received from the 
industries aiTcctcd the Chambet·'s conclu~ion wa~ that the words 
at the of the Schedule. namely "the following parts of 

whenever and only to ~uch extent <IS 

such part or i~ in the natun:: of, a building Ot 

could be \Wongly interpreted by inexperienced a~sc~sing ofiiccrs 
and could lead to unfait· ;;,sessments. The technical 
accuracy o( the item~ of plant or combinations of 
plant and machinery, as being a of a structure, was also 
open to question so that the basis of assessment was 
lltl~ound from the start. On the 27th February the Chamber 
wrote to the Local Self-Government Department of the West 

out the defects of these provisions 

of the Act and three remedies, namc:ly (I) re-examina~ 

tion of the Schedule by experts who would be able to recommend 
suitable amendments ; (2) rewording of the introduction to the 
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Schedule making clear Government's intention to include only 
those installations or parts of them which arc an inherent 
of the building or structure ; and (3) the selling up of an 

body of technical persons who would be available to the Com

mi~sioner of the Corporation when industries or groups of indus
tries asked for an assessment, or when an assessee exercised his 
right of appeal tmder section 181 of the Act. 

The Chamber especially urged on Government that the 

of the Schedule- should 
nHcntion 

U!) Licmsing of ad!•erliscmen/.1 : -The Chamber lwei no 
response to the letter~ written to the Administrative Officer of 
the Calcutta Corporation in connection with the levy of advertise-
ment fees and since it is believed that the Calcutta 
Municipal is under revision, this matter has been left in 
abeyance until it i.~ known what amendments, if any, are likely 
to be made in XVI. In last year's report it 
recorded that the had protested the 
fees on the owners of commercial motor 

the owners' name, as names by themselves were not 
ments in the sense indicated by the provisions of the Act. In u 
later letter the Clmmber pressed for a statement on the exact 
meaning of the word "advertisement" in this context, but neither 
this representation nor a reminder ~cnt to the Commissioner 
of the newly ekctcd Corporation elicited any explanation of the 
true position. 

The Chamber hopes nevertheless that its well con~idcrctl 
arguments on this question and that of as~cssmenl of structural 
plant and machinery, the amendment of Schedule X, 
\viii be due legislation 
brought the West Bengal 

Traffic Conditions in the business area.~-This subject 
has come up for the Chamber's consideration on various 
occasions, as for example during 1951. wl1cn the Traffic 

Advisory Bourd were enquiring into the possibilities of staggering 
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office hours in order to relieve truffic congcstion during the 
morning and evening rush hours, and when the Auckland Road 
car-park proposition was referred to the Chamber about the 
same time. 

not be the general of traffic 
could more suitably be solved on the basis of the forn~er ~ 

providing for a car park in Aucklnnd R_oat~ for chaul~eur-dnvcn 
cars, with adequate telephone commumcat10n~ enablmg O~'ners 
to call for their cars when ncce,;sary. thus leaving the avaJlable 

space in the business centre for owner driven vehicles 
and making brief halls. Since the larger and pre~erablc 
Dalhousie Square car-park scheme had apparently been reJected, 
the Auckland Road project ~cemecl the best alternative. 

This qtlestion wa~ referred to the Traffic ~clvisory Board 
for ur~ent attention at its meeting, along w1th other propo-

- the of bu'i and tram stops. It had 
of bus stops at congested noints and 

the clanl!erous practice stopping or slo~ing down buses to 
take on ~or set down passengers in the trafi1c stream. were out
standing cnuscs of congestion. Secondly. the Bonn! was asked 
to crive ~serious consideration to eliminating bus and tram stops 
at "' nearer than 30 yards from conln:ll~d by 

lir:hts particularly manually operated This IS the 
practice ~in ·~10~1 modern cities and its adoption :Jere is likely to 

about some improvement in tr:dlic congestiOn at Important 

The recommendations made in the Cl~amber's I_ette~ were 

discussed in detail the Advisory Commlttec ~;,nc~h1ecf~1:~~ ~~ 
:1 Sub-Committee 
intensive police checks on 
oral evidence or a wide range 
gcnernl concltl~ions reached were that the problem wns not yet 



so serious ns to justify the creation o[ n parking nren in the 
Aueklnnd Road district, as the Chamber l1ad recommended, but 
that the presen: congestion could be solved by exploiting other 
~rens and m~k111g temporary tJsc of open Inncl in the business 
<~rea for parkmg purposes. 

This investigation also revealed th;ll while tl1c Clive Street 
ar~a was its congestion was Jess mnrked thnn in 
C~~vc Row. - large number o[ cars, both owner and chau1Teur-
~~~.1Ve.n, parke.cl almost the whole on these streets. In 

~~~~;,'~:~~ce With the wish of the Board, the 

on to members till~ Board's ·,",0"'""'"'"'''"' 
that cars .(as f.ar as possible) be parked away from the 
~ongested nrea~, Jt bemg clear that the suggestion from 
' desJre to remedy the traftic conditions the 

llad brought to its notice. 

1 At the be~inning of October the Chamber received from 
\le Tram~ ~olice authorities formal notice of the opening of 
tlc tempoJmy car park at the .<.ite for the Reserve B·mk of lJ~cr' 
~~e of the n~sul~s ~f the Traffic Board"s 'At the ~a~~~~~ 
th:e th~ P0~1ce stnctly prohibited double parking of cars in 
R busmess area and declared the wc~t side of Netaji Sublns 
"oad, fr~m the new car park up to C'lil'c Ghat Street, to be a 

no parkmg area." 
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The parking diflicultics of brokers continued, however, even 
though in Clive Row a "one hour parking" regulation was intro· 
duccd on the lOth November. The trouble arose mainly from 
the additional use being made of facilities in the streets 
after parking on the west side or Subhas Road wns 
forbidden ; from the fact thnt the "one hour" parking rule in 
Clive Row was not being rigidly observed ; and becnusc brokers 
could not afford the delay involved in utilising the Reserve Bank 
car park. The Chamber suggested to the Commissioner of Police 
(Traffic) that the peculiar position of the broking community 
might be remedied in two ways-either by ensuring that parking 
space was available for them in the by forcing into the 
Reserve Bank car park all vehicles, chau!Teur driven 
vehicles, remaining in other parking areas for prolonged periods, 
particularly in Clive Row; or, possibly and failing other 
preferable expedient, by special concessions, to bonn{idc 
Hrms exempting them under a token from the no 
parking rule in Netaji Subhas Road. Trame Advisory 
Board. to which this problem was referred decided to 
reconsider it after taking: a- census of vehicles pnrked, 
the number of broker cars using the business area, and the 
number of chauffeur driven ca~rs parked on Clive Row and 
Netaji Subl1as Road. The token suggestion was rejected as 

unworkable and liable to abuse. 

Obstruction of the sidewalks by pavement hawkers and 
beggnrs was another cause of interference with trafilc in which 
the Chamber interested itself during the yenr. in that 
were thus forced into the main roadway, and with 
vehicular traffic. Whilst hawker obstruction improved some
what as the result of police action, a special reference to the beg
gnr nuisance haclto b~ made by the Chamber to the Commissioner 
of Police during October. In drawing the attention of tl1e police 
authorities to all these points, as also the 1mdesirablc presence 
of cattle in city streets and infringements of tlJC "no horn" rule, 
the Chamber's purpose was to assist in the general drive for 
improving traffic facilities on the pnrt of the :mthoritics 
concerned, which hns already had some noticeable results. 

BC-29 
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Transport in Calcutta-Majherhat Bridge.~Refcrence 
was made in the 1951 report to several suggestions put forward 
by the Chamber with a view to attrncting the attention of the 
Government or West Bengal and other governmentnl bodies to 
tl1e need for reconstruction of the bridges on the road between 
Calcutta and Dum Dum and of the overbriclgc at Majherhnt on 

the Dinmond Harbour Road. The latter bridge is the responsi
bility of the Calcutta Port Commissiom~rs. and whereas Govern
ment's reply sntisfied the Chnmber the1t the Dum Dum bridge 
and that spanning the railway line at could not in 
the first case be widened at present 

bridge 

Port Cocnml,;sio.oo;s' intentions. The last information received 
was that the Commissioners had approached the Calcutta Cor
'poration and other public bodies interested in the development 
of Calcutta to flnd out whether were willing to contribute 
townrds the cost of widening this 

The Cfiamber has recently asked the Commissioners 
whether any progress is being made in their negotiations. 

Bhatpara Municipality : Levy of Trade Tax.-The 
Chamber during April cxnmincd the provision~ of the Bengal 
Municipal _Act of 1932 on asked a member for 
guidance in connection with a tax levied by the 
Bhatpara Municipality in respect of the finn's ration shop. ~As 
the tax was leviable in respect of the principal trade carried on 
by an establishment nnd the ration shop in this case was only 
part of the general organisation, it was concluded that no tax was 
payable. It is understood that tl1e flrm orposed the demand 
on these grounds. 

Howrah Municipal Fees.--Several firms in the member
ship of tlJC Chamb~r. having mills. factories or workshops within 
the Howrah Mumc1pal area were approached by the Howrah 
Licence Officer for !llC names and addresses of "compnnies and 
firms and persons" who purchase goods worth not Jess tlwn 
Rs. 2,000 per annum" from the mill, factory or workshop for 
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sale outside the l-Iowrah limits. Under Schedule VI 
Jvlunicipal Act of 1923, as extended to Howrah, 

which was increased from 
Rs. 25/~ toRs. 50!- April of 1952. As the Licence 
Officer's demands were rather vague the Chamber consulted its 
Solicitors on the following five questions : ~ 

(1) Whether the sulcs e/Iccted at the firm's head office 
outside I-Iowruh come under the rule in question, 
that is under Schedule VI of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act 1923 as applicable to Howrah. 

(2) Whether the customers of firms outside 
Howruh are liable to the fcc because tlie 

factory or workshop is ~ituatcd in Howrah. 

(3) What constitutes a sale for the purpose of the rule in 
question. 

(4) What would be the position in respect of W colldi· 
tion of sale F.O.R. Calcutta and {2) condition of 

sale F.O.R. works siding, 1-Iowrah. 

(5) Whether the firms can be 
list asked for by the License 

cipality. 

to supply the 
of Howrah Muni-

The legal advice to the Chamber was contained in a 
Circular issued on 29th Augmt. The of it was that 
the whole matter hinged on one point, when and wh~~·e 
the sale was actually made : thus in the absence of any spcclllc 
provisions in the Calcutta Municipal Act the principles cnu?
ciatcd in the Sale of Goods Act would apply. The place 1r1. 

which to the purch<1ser from the seller would 
determined on the basis of the contract 

of sale and whether the had been unconditionally passed 
to the purchaser at the or and in the pl~ce of_ ~onsi~nmcnt. 
The actual place in which the business of hrms IS carued on, 
whether inside or outside the limits of Howrah, would not affect 
the issue. For instance if the condition of sale were F.O.R. 



Work's siding, Howrah, the sale would come within the terms 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1913 which although repealed 
by the Act of 1952 was still applicable to Howrah when this mat
ter was considered. Concerning the last question the Chamber's 
Solicitors pointed out that although firms could not be compelled 
to provide lists of sales, the Act imposed a penalty of Rs. 50{
and Rs. 10/- per day thereafter for non-compliance with such a 
request. 

The Barrackpore-Kankinarrah Road.-At the request 
of the considerable industrial interests using the Barrackporc
Kankinarrah Road, the Chamber addressed a strong represen
tp.tion in July to the Government of West Berigal on the need 
for widening and improving the surface of the road. The inade
quacy of this roadway has been obvious for some time as there 
is. no space on it for a laden lorry to pass another motor vehicle, 
cvtm a private car, unless one of them draws to the side and 
since the roadsides arc not metalled, there is Wnstant danger 
of accidents, especially during the rainy season. The jute mills 
and other industrial concerns in this area are. served by this one 
road and the Chamber strongly urged on Government that 
the work of widening it should be put in hand with all possible 
speed. 

Government did not consider it opportune to incur the 
heavy cost involved in widening the road-although its defects 
were· appreciated-as there were insufficient roadside lands in 
the area and structures on both sides of it would have to be 
acquired by Government for the purpose. To this the Chamber 
replied that the foregoing difficulties were realised; but as there 
were considerable portions of the road not encumbered with 
structures, it would like to place on record a strong recommen
dation for attention to the road whenever and wherever recons
truction Was feasible. 
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FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS. 
Secretarial Department.-The lnoome and ExpcnJi~urc for 1051 

and 1D52 wore ns follows :-
Inaome:-
Mcmbct's Subs7rip~ions 
l\Ion~hly Conl:.nbuLtons 
Ront 
Arbi~rnhion Foes · · · . . 
J!"'ecs fol' Cc~hificmhcs. ~f Or1gm ··· 
lrcosforShrlkcCerLtHca.hcs ·•• 
Inhm·ost on Invesl:.monts · · · 
Profit on su.lc of Mol..or Car 

Deficit 

Deficit. brought down 
Surplus "" 

D. c. FA lRBAIRN' 

s~c<retary. 

•.. Rs. 3,0'1,017 3,00,667 
8,1!5,560 10,08,825 

22,247 9,615 
1,11,287 2, 1/),631 

38,686 44,420 
120 1'10 

21,597 3,382 
13,948 711 

Rs~.S62 15,92,421 

a·s:os5 
62,019 
70,705 

820 
4,988 

Rs.J5.44,038 16,66,'149 
... .. 1,32,676 74,328 

ns.Wi.so2 15,92,421 

-,-s267a 1i.s2s 
::: :: u',os:osa 1,69,088 

Rs. U,28,642 2,43,416 

C. A, INNES, 
PretJiden~. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY 

REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 

For the .Year ended 31st December 1952. 

Account.\"-The audited accounts of the Chamber for the year 
ended the 31st December 1952 are attached. 

The Balance Sheet shows the position of the ChambeL· 
including the Licensed Measurers' Department as at the 31st 
December 1952. 

As will be seen from the Income and Expenditure accounts, 
the' year's working in the Secretarial Department has resulted in 
a surplus of Rs. 1,69,087-12-5 which has been carried to the 

Capital Account. 

In the case of the Licensed Measurers' Department, the year's 
working has resulted in a deficit of Rs. 1,18,580-10-11 which has 
been transferred to Capital. 

In accordance with the Articles of Association of the Cham
ber, the President, Vice-President and Committee for the past 
year retire at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber to be 

held on the 27th February 1953. 

The AtJditors, Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes, retire v.ith effect 
from the same date but, being eligible, offer themselves for re

appointment. 

C. A. INNES 

President 
E. J. PAKES 

Vice-Presitfcnt 
D. C. FAIRBAIRN 

Secretary. 

0. T. JENKINS I 
R. H. D. CAMPBELL 

D. D. MACGREGOR Members 
G. M. MACKINLAY of the 
N. D. HARRIS Committee 
A. P. BENTHALL . 

•Mr. K. H. FRT'fl'!l'l '"I'RS mmble to sign owing to 

jllnl'S9. 

CALCUTTA, 9th February, 195.1. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

BALANOE SHEE2' 

OAl'I'l'AL AND LIAI1ILI'l'IES I Rs. J As. P 

I. UAT'ITAL . I 

Bnlnncont lRL Jnnnnry 1D•i2 ·--~20,61,022 i 12 ll 

Aclrt-Snrpln.~ from lncmnn nnd 
ExpcndiLm•o AccOlJliL Sllcrolni·inl 
Dc(JIIl'tiLlenL ... ,,, l,liO,OS7 12 5 

~iiUD4 
Less-Deficit from Inr.nmo mul EXJlcn

diLnl"l)AccountLic('nl!cllMcn~urcJ'S' 
Duptu•Lmcnt ..• • •• 1,18,680 10 11 

2l.iil.520rwr. 
LeM-UOynll~xchnngc IJt'flcit 

II. ltRSn:RVR ACCOUNT 

Us. 

Bnlnncc nt 1st Jmnuny Hl52 ••• 2:!,1)011 0 0 
l~nl.t•nncll ll'ocs l'ucci\•cd dm•iug 1052 -1,000 0 CJ 27,000 0 

III, StnlrOompnssionnteFnnd 

IV. DEPOSITS AND OTIIER FUNIIS 

V. l.oiAD!LlTIF:S ,, 

ForUoocls 

----

l,S.Il :J tJ 

U,ll92 J1 

4o,:mt 2 o 

•·· J,l~,2H 9 1 
l~or OtherFinnnr.o 

4,08,!\78 0 3 
l'rovi~imJ for 'l'nxntion 

... 1,(1'1,171 4 u 11,110,68,'; 7 1 

(Nett>: ~~~~.tRot ~¥·~::~~~~~~i-~/dt.g:~~~·~~ 
in the hnjl('l'inl Hnnk of hu1in 
mnountingto Hs.7,501lf·) 

I 
TOTAL Rs. • .. I 

----

I I ! 

I I 
I ' 

1~86»"91 

~~~ .. ------------
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COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

'J'OTAI. ll>~· 

nc--30 

n,. \Al', 

U,17. 75·1 ' I ~) 
a7,o;;a ~ I .J 

'·'"-"'I ul 

M,mmii3 B 

~.:1:m ~ 4 r. 
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BEN GAL CHAMBER OF 

lNOOliiE AND BXPENDITUR/f A~~;;;;;~ 

! R,, l···lp I' 
:::I ll,44,2ll8i 8, o 
... I ~~:~~~:1~11 ~I 
···I 2l,8!10, 2 o 

EXPENDil'URill 

... /· ,,90.105i ,I, 
::: 4,~~ 11~ I ~ 
... , 08,0!1;;1 s, 1 

... IIO.Il0,7.l9i~·2 

... U,S281 31 7 ... ~~~~ 

'J'OTAL Rs, 

" Baianco hrongl1t down 
" Sm•plns cnrrie<l to Bniance Sheet ... 

~'oTAL Rs. · I I 
------------~-.:: .. :J· i:c-2,4s,uc I o i o 

lNOOME AND EXPENDIJ.~~~e~~~~~~~ 

R&.0.1 
15,75,4f!5 si ol 
2,5!,775 10 0 

Sll,1811 It 0 

5 ' 1' 0 

' 
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COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
Department 

for the year ended 31st December, 195fl 

INCOME 

~;' ~g~~~ib~~i~~1~f~~i~~~~tM.ial Sor;i~os 
,. Ronb ... 
, ArbiL1·ntion Fees ... 
,. Fees for CCl·tifi~te.~ of Origin 
, Fees for Stril<o Certificates 
,. Interest on Invcstmeutsete. 
, Profit on Snle of l\Iot..or Cnr 

, Deficit fo1· t..bo year carried down 

, l\[n.llt~IHllllOllL l~enHliiOI'!~I..ion 
l!'oO(btuffsSeetivll 

Departm .. nt 

for the yecw ended 31st Dcr:smbe,•, 1lJ5B 

By Alcnsuromcnts 

, \Voighmcn~s 

, l~ees 

, Sundry Reeeip~s 

,Interest 

, Profi~ on Sale of Unrs 

, Deficit 

C, A. INNES 
P1•csid6'1tt 

E. J, PAKES 
Vicc·Pt•csidcn!. 

D, C, l~AIRBAlRN 
SccJ'tJlaf'll• 

'l'oTAL Hs • 

'J'o'rAL Us, 

'l'oTAL Rs. 

n,, i••j P, 

3,00,(l(l(l J21' 0 
10,08,825 0 0 

!1,615 0 0 

'·::::~ !I g 
8,382 8 6 

711 1 0 

74-,32813 7 

... --w.oo.uo+11i1 

. -2,13,~1:~1~ 
! 2,43,4.10 0 0 

Hs. As. P. 

(1,00,!115 8 () 

8,05,510 12 0 

1,4-l,SliS 1 0 

1,70,001 7 0 

27,5Sl U I 

:::~ 120 t) 0 

"'[~~~2:. ... 22,00,1110 0 0 

•Jih•, 1{, H. l?llLLes wns um~blo Lo ~lgn owing Lo illnu~s. 



I. r~Ar::n-

II. Buii,IJINOS 
Hnynl Exehnng-e 
Ell!etriennrlSnnrLnry 

Tnlr~~~:~J11~~~;;;; & illoLo;;· 
Dock Buildings 
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lit. ;\IM'lllNEJl.Y&.Pr.ANT 
'"l'igl>menLPJunt 
:\Ten~nrementPJunL 
Air-Gondi~ioningPlnnt. 
Air-Gonditioning Plant 

{DepnrLmenLnl) 

IV, F~~~~~~~~!•/'IXTUltlO:S AND 

nb:~i;~~r& ~i~l~~.~~gs 
SL~1~.nrd 'VoighLs, Measures 

Furniture 
lllcnsuremenL CnlmrlnLors 
TonnngeCnlmt\ntors 

V. DEPARniENTAI.1'RANI!l'ORT 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

801IBDUJ,J£ of 

'l'ot.nl Expcn· 
dit.motoBlsL 

December 
]!)51 

Additions 
clnring 

tlleyenr 
nteost 
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coMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 

Sales clnl'in~ 
the ycnr 

c .. ~~ nf .\.~~cts 
n~ nt :\lsi, 
UPe,mbcr 

W:\2 

Depreci:t!.ion 
p!·ovidecl 

nptn 
:\l.4Drc!'mllN· 

10.')2 

XeLY11lnp 
n~ nL 31st 
December 

10:;2 
ns pet· bnlnne{l 

Sheet 

Hs. A. P.l !h. A. P. H~. A. I', Hs. A. P. 

---~-·:-!~::-~ ~--.--.~:--~~ 
---·-·-:---------------

r;,!J5,1Gli 1;; fl :>,27,0.):~ 7 0 1-GO.ll~ s fJ 

2·1J:¥~ ~~ ~. l,l~s~~ \~ ;; \I:J~~l 1:~ :; 
, . 7o,:nu 2 s 7:;,:nr; 2 s t,too o u 

:=----=.==1' "·~·;~~~ '·:~:;~~~ '·::·iw!! 
I 1,56,420 u 1 o i~,nfi7 4 o 22,000 o o 

====~::::it± l,~;::&=i:±, 1,10,5~2~ 
t,:;So \ U o! 2,j!J,Gll:i n: r, 1,70,:1.\ll , G ~! S.'{,313 10 0 

•12,820 Ii ,; ·12,720 · 1 ;, 100 0 0 

I ,;,ou 1"11 o 4,011 !12 Ioo o 
40 7 o , 2-'l,;~ ~ ~ 2~,1~}~ ~ o ;;,sig o g 

'·'~:~~~~~·"·''·";_iii '·"·'~.i:i "·'~~~ 
~S:..,!_!_~-~ ~~~~A-<l-.___:':_''~-f~ 

!l,!iHI; 4 ' n: H2,251 ;, ai 41,227 i !li tli 11,n:m :11 c; 
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SUNDRY REFERENCES 

Amcmlmcnt to the Rules under the Calculla Improvement Act, 
1911, (Bengal Act V of 1911). 

Air mail service : Schedule of timings. 

Amalgamation of a part of dearness allowance with basic wages. 

Allowances in assessing income-expenditure on installation o[ 
florescent lights-treatment of, for income-tax purposes. 

Annual revision of the list of Cotton Picccgoods. 

(The) Asian Trade Union College : Inauguration of 

All India Bar Committee: Questionnaire. 

Air Services in India and Ovcascas: Fares and time tables. 

37th Annual Conference o( the Textile lnslilutc. 

(The) Bengal Industrial Disputes Rules, 1947: Amendment:;;. 

Certificates verifying Statement of Facts. 

Calcuua Shellac Trade Association : Affiliation with the 
Chamber. 

Committee on training of Civil Air Pilots : Questionnaire. 

Customs examination of export cargo. 

Cargo gangs: Payment of wages. 

Calcutta University: Socinl Work Course 1953. 

Coal Transport Advisory Committee-General. 

Circulars and notifications issued by the Government of India. 

· Delivery of air mails from the U.K. 

Daylight hours for the purposes of granting free time loading and 
unloading o[ wagons on the Eastern Railway. 

Delivery of import cargo. 
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Economic difficulties in the Tea Industry. 

Economic development abrmtd : Reports of Indian Govern
ment Trade Representatives. 

(The) Foreign Exclmnge Regulation tAmendment) Ordinance 
1951. 

Famine relief in West Bengal 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

Government of Indi<J Parliamentary Proceedings. 

H. E. the Governor's Refugees. Relief Committee. 

International Cotton Committee. 

Indian Boiler Regulations. 1950 : Amendments. 

Indian Merchandise Marks Act : Rules. 

Indian Income Tux Act.: Charitable Domllions. 

Income Tax : "Excess Dividends". 

Industrial Disputes (Bihar) Rules 1947 : Propo.~ed amendment 
to Rule 2\. 

Industrial Finance Corporation. 

(The) Industrial Statistics Labour Rule.~. 

Industrial statistics. 

Indian Railway Conference Association : 
different commodities. 

Classification of 

Indian TarilT Commission : Protected Industries. 

Kalyani Township Scheme. 

MotOI" Vehicles Act 19J9 : Amendments to Bengal Motor 
Vehicles Rules, 1940. 
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Men available for civilian employment. 

Medical Institutions financed by private industries. 

{The) Minimum Wages (Amendment) Act, 1951. 

Movement of coal and goods traffic. 

Names and particulars of leading businessmen in India. 

Overseas General Insurers Assaciation: Affiliation with the 
Chamber. 

Provident Fund-Valuation of Securities. 

Preferential movement of traffic. 

Revision of toll charges in Calcutta. 

Recruitment of ex-Service personnel. 

Residential accommodation in Calcutta. 

Report of the CommiUec on the Regulation o[ Stock 
Exchanges and Contracts in Securities : Draft ser.:uri\il!s 
Contracts \Regulation) Bill. 1951. 

Retention of licences by the Customs. 

Shipping Tnstn~ctions : Murks. 

Steamer tally clerks. 

Stamped clauses on Bills of Lading. 

Shipment to Indian Ports : Freight charges. 

Status reports of Firms/Companies. 

Service eondifions etc. of the employees of lnsurunce 
Companies. 

Staple fibre yarns : Variation in count. 

Standardisation of clove oil. 
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Shrinkage of sand. 

Statistics of overland trade between East Pakistan & India. 

Shipments to optional ports. 

Supply of bunker coal to sen-going vessels ex-Indian Ports. 

Trade Agreements between India and other foreign countries. 

Territorial Army. 

T.B. Seals Sale Campaign. 

Tax liability on collections for charity. 

Time limit for claims for refund of port charges paid. 

Tmnsport of coal to tell gardens. 

Waiting time for s.hips. 

West Bengal Fire Services Act. 1950. 

West Bengal measures for the rehabilitation of tile middle 
classes. 

Dt.:-:SJ 
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BENGAL CHAMBER Of CO./IiM.ERCE 
AND INDUSTRY 

LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT. 

ROYAL E:..ctiANGL 

Cu!cul!n, I /til March, l!JJ,'J 

REPORT 
To 

Tl!E l'RISIDLN'l AND TilE Cu~tMtTTH, 

llrw ... ,\L CtLIMBLI' or CoM~lLRcr & INOL'~TttY. 

CALCL:TTA 

Gt:mLJ:lllEN, 

We have the honour to ~trbmit our repol'\ on the ut 
the Licensed TVka~urcr~ Department during the year 
31st December. 1952. 

The followin!!: nomination~ were submitted by the rerlrcsen
tativc bodies of 1J1e prineip;ll clients o[ the Department:-

(j) Bengal Chamber o[ 

Commerce & Industry 

(~) Bengal National Cham
b<.!r o[ Commerce 

UJ Liners 

!vir. J. W. :tv!acLurc. 
\Messrs. Hoare Miller & 

Co., Ltd.) 

Sri K. P. Mukherjee, 
(J'vkssrs. Sen & Muklwr-
jcc & Co.) 

ill 

{2) 

(3) 

14) 
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(4) 1udian Jute Mills Asso
ciation 

(5) ,Calcutta Baled Jute 
ShippL:rs Association 

(6) Calcutta Jute Fabrics 

Shippers Associafion 

{7) Calcuua Tea 
Association 

Traders 

Mr. W. F. Howe, 
(Messrs. llird & Co., 
Ltd .I 

Mr. N. S. McArthm\ 
(Messrs. D. L Millar & 
Co., Ltd.) 

Mr. G. Gardner 
!Messrs. 1<n~1C~ Finlay & 
Co., Ltd.) 

Mr. E. C. T. Holmes, 

'(Messrs. Bahner Lawrie 

& Co., Ltd.) 

ofF~:\,~;. Wjg~acLure_, ~crvcd as Chairm<_lll upto the middle. 
when Mr YL -· but Jc~rgncd on procccrJmg on home leave, 
C . · · W. Baicombc was nominated by the Chamber 

omnuttcc to serve as Chairman in his place. 

1 Other changes in the personnel of the CommiLtcc owin.-r to 
cave and trans(crs to other Stations were as follows:- "' 

M. Mr. N. S. McArthur proceeded on leave in March J 952, 

latt~r~:cs~;lC~u~~ ~~ing. n~m~nated ~~ Ill! the vacancy. The 
and M G A 5. transfct to Paktstan in September 1952 

Jt t st ·. · ~- ~111.15 was nominated by the Calcu!la Baled 
! c 1tppcls AssocmtJOn to serve in his pl"acc~. 

C ~lr." S. _RonaJds?n was nominated by the Calcuu:l Liners 

too~:~:~~~;. ll1 June 111 the place of Mr. M. R. Das, transferred 

In October 1952, Mr. G. Gardner .,.·, . . c 
Stevenson was nominated by 111 C·l . lestgned ~IIlcl ~~ . .:~. 
Association to fill the vacancy,e a CUll<~ Jute Fabncs Sh1ppcrs 
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The strength of the Stnlr as nt 31st December 1952. together 

stan~ with the relative ligures for the paq 
six years, is given below:-

Year. 

1946 117 
1947 }35 

1948 I JG 

1949 138 
1950 123 

1951 130 
1952 131 

In replacement of Officers who resigned during the year 

and to Jill future vacancies occurring in 1953. six probationers 

were cngageLl and confirmed after the usual period of apprenticc

sllip. The Dock Oflkc Manager, Mr. E. Abraham, retired in 
July after 34 years of meritorious service, one Inspector retired, 

one 0/liccr resigned and the services of two were termin<tted. 

The St<tn· as on 31st December. 1951. consisted of the 

Superintendent. four Assisl<~nt Superintendents, a Head Ofiicc 
eight Inspectors, 113 Measming 

Dr. W. E. Fcthcrstonhaugh and Lt.-Col J. A. Shorten. 

J.M.S., (Rctcl.l continued throughout the year in medical charge 

of the Measuring Stnff and thanks nrc clue to them for their 

care and <tttenti;n during a year in which the incidence of ill

llcnlth wns heavy. 

Dr. S. N. Ghosc also merits our thanks for his care of the 

Clerical, Subordinate and Dock SwiT. 

Statements of Account"·for the year 1952 arc attached. 
By comparison with the previous year. 

Finance. Measurement Fees cl c crease d by 

Rs 2,58.479-l-0, Weighment Fees decreased by Rs. 59,150-9-0, 
Mill f."ees etc. increased by Rs. 2,032-12·0 and Sundry Charges 

decreased b)' R~. 38.407-10-0. 
-~~~~~~-

•Soc Jl·Jl· 2.91--37 
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d ~he fncomc <lnd Expenditure Account therefore shows " 
cficJt of Rs. 1,1!.183-7-6 for the year. which. after .. acldin" 

Rs. 19,603-13-6 Jor depreciation on plants. furniture an~ 
~lcpar~rncntnl trunsport. Rs. 6,691-3-0 for Income Tax paid on 
llllercst ~r?rn ~ccuriti_cs <tnd Rs. 2.807-1-0 for lo~s on revaluation 
~~ S~ctmtJcs ICqJ)(s Jn a dcfkit of Rs. 1.46.285-9-0. From this 
"'me ~mst be deducted the interest cmncd during the year 

amountmg toRs. 27,584-14-1 and the profit on snlcs ~of 

~~cn,~;~l10~~~~-~ ~~cr~~JC dcp,rccintcd vnluc Rs. 120/-. thus 
. ·· !.18,580-J0-11 to be transl"crrcd to the 

Carma! Account as the dc!kit for the year. 

~urthcr information rcgnrding the results of the ycar"s 

~~~;~:;_,will be found Hndcr tl;c hcnding -of "'Rate~ ,;nd 

0 0 

The Accounts of the Provid ---
dosed nn 31st December 1951 cnt Fund of the Depnrtmcnt 

and 30th .Tune 1952 showed a 

surplus of Rs 37,646-12-7 and Rs. 36,321-1-1. equivalent ton 
percentage or Rs. 2-0-5 nnd Rs. 1-JJ-7. respectively. The 
assets amounted toR~. 19.35.226-11-7 and Rs 20.7:1.651-2-7 
as at Jist December 1951 and 30th .June. 1952, 
The Trustees or the Fund wen:: our C!wirmw, Ml". L. 
Balcombe. and Mr. E. C T. 1-iolnws. 

The basic rnte of six nnn<ts per ton was unchanged during 

Antes nnd Chnrgcs. the year 1952, but. owing to a series ol' . 
mlwth1y cklicits during tlw lirst live 

months of the year. we cnn~ickn.:d it necessary to revert 
to the Jo··,·, Surcharge which had been in force from January 
to October. 1951. This change was brought into force 
[1"0!11 1st July, but proved insuflicicnt to cover the monthly 
working dclicits which. at the end or the year, amounted \0 

Rs. 1.17.183.7-6. 

Tl1c chief rea~cm for the large reduction in revenue as com
pnrcd with the previou~ year was the almost complete 
of tlw export of P:lidstnn Jute tlwough Calcutta as a result 
tllC improvement in port f;tci1itics at and the 
opening of the Chalna anchor;Jp_e for the export of 
dity. 

The year !952 \Vas, from :t\1 reports. also a poor year for 
tlJC export of Gunnies which commodity is now the Department's 
principal source of revenue. The enrly parl of the year was parti
eularlv bnd but afler n considerable reduction in the rates of 
Expot:t Dtlt); :tlleged to be the nwin 1\.:ason for the falling on' in 
demand from overseas. there was an improvement but not to the 
extent ;mticipated. As will be seen from the tables following. 
the bales handled for mca~urcment dccre:dxl by 55,8.19. although 
the quantity weighed increased by 56,905 packages 

Shipments of Gunnies to Argentina also ch·opped consider
ably during 1952 until a new barter :tgrccmcnt was mranged 
towards the close o[ the yc:tr ; thb redtJction nlso had nn c!fcct 

on tl1e Department's revenue 

HC 32 
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We have investigated the entire financial position o( the 
Department since the beginning of 1953, and, as this report goes 
to print, have decided-with your approval-that an immediate 
increase in the Surcharge is necessary. The Surcharge will there
fore be increased to 35·•,; with effect from Jst March. 1953 and 
the position will be reviewed constantly during the year on the 
basis of the results for each month's working. ln the meantime 
we nre giving elTcct to such economics in the Department's 
expenditure as are practicable and appropriate to present day 
economic conditions. 

The number of packages measured during the yem also shows a 
Working ot the Depart· decrease of 15,00,878 over the 1951. 
ment. Measurement. 

The decrease~ occurred in Jute, 
Wool. Gunnies. Tea, Shellac, Hides & Skins. Bag Cargo nnd 
Sundries. 

Tile increases were in Hemp, Cotton and Hardware. 

llfef\~nt'<mwnt 
1 :~:r:: ~~!~)~-l'~'ls~-

lO,fll,.t02 

The number of packages weighed during the year shows 
;1 decrease of 5,79.308 over the year 1951, 

the decreases in Jute, Hemp. 
Tobr~cco. Co!lon, Wool, Ten, Hides & Hanhvare nnd 
Sull(lric~. 

Wci[>hmcnt. 

The inm~ases were in Gunnies, Shellac and Bag Cargo, 

( 25 t ) 

'J'otal 'l'o~~ 'l'otnl ~~ Incref\sc I Decr•cnso 
_Weighment. --~~ ~-~~ ~ ____ 

1 
___ _ 

755,0\18 7,17,JG7r 1,131,-wsr .. I 
']4,038 20,·l-l71 ]8,3\lill 

1 a,f,~:l~~ 1aJt~i 1 I3.~f~~~ 1, ·:~o.nos I 
2 •J:l 2\lG G 0-1281 4.:>i,IGI i "2o,SGO 4ii,"520 

:::1 .~~ .!~1 :!!:'~:;k;: 
I I' I Nd "'I 5,711,308 

we arc, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servants. 

K. P. MUKHEIUE!i 

S. RONALDSON 

J. H. H. Ross 
H. F. \VHITHOUSE 

C. N. RODEWALD 

L. W. BALCOMBl! 

w. F. HowE 
G. A. R. HILLS 

S. STEVENSON 
E. c. T. HOI.MES 

Chairman. 

1 
I 
}-Members. 
I 
J 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Licensed Measurers Department 

SCHEDULE I. 

Schedule of charges for measuring and weighing goods with effect 
from 1st March 1953 subject to a surcharge of 35% 

(1) The schedule rates are as follows :-
(a) For leather kips, hides, 

skins, hide cuttings~ flesh
ings, etc., ·in bags, bales or 
bundles. Annas 12 

) Per ton of 50 cubic 
j feet or 20 hundred r weight for measur-
1 ing or weighing up 
1 to ten per c.ent of 
J the packages. 

,, oilh ;guts, skins, Jard, 1 
rosin.. coffee, soda, I 
etc., m casks, drums -
or barrels. 

.. shellac, indigo, tea, I 
ghee, etc., ~n boxes, 
cases or chests. I 

.. jutet, hemp, tobacco, 
cotton, kapok, fibres l 
and similar articles in 
bales or bundles. Annas 6 Do. 

.. ~:i~e~ i e ~~ol,hes~=~~: j 
etc. in bales. j 

, s;ncws in .bales or I 
bundles. i 

, cereals and seeds 'in I 
bags, and sundry j 
commodities 
in sacks, pockets and 
baskets. 

(b) For. coal, coke, pig-iron, 
manganese ore and Rs. 
other goods in bulk. 

( Per ton of 20 hun-
1 dred. weight for 

l/2/- ~ weighing one hun
ll dred percent of the 

bulk. 
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(c) If the meastJrement or weighment of percentages greater 
than those indicated in the foregoing schedule is required, 
or carried out under Departmental rules increased rates will 
be charged pm rata i.e. for SO:.', five times and for 100% ten 
times the basic rates. 

(en Where goods are measured and weighed at the same time 
and for the account of the same party, the charge for such 
measurement and weighment shall be three-fourths of the 
amotmt of the respective measurement and weighment fees 
as specified above. 

(e) Double rates will be incurred for all work done between 
7-0 p.m. and 7-0 a.m. as well as in respect of any cargo or 
goods attended to in advance and shipped or loaded at night. 
(2) The minimum charges for order arc :-

(a) For day work Rs. 30/- per Officer per day (from 
7-0 A.M.) 

(b). For night work Rs. 40/- per Officer per night 
(from 7·0 p.m.) 

In the event of no work being done, attendance fees of 
Rs. 30/- and/or Rs. 40/- per Officer per day and/or night res
pectively will be charged. 

{3) For work at Mills, Press Houses or Godowns the 
following aclditional special charges arc levied:-

(a) Within a limit of 20 miles of the Howrah Bridge, for 
the attendance of each Officer Rs. 20/-. 

(b) Exceeding 2o and up to 30 miles, in distance from the 
Howrah Bridge, for the attendance of each Officer 

Rs. 25/-. 
(c) Distances beyond a limit of 30 miles, or places offering 

peculiar difficulties or unusual expense; to be a matter 
for special arrangement. 

(The special charges for attendance at ~ills an~ Pres~, 
under above headings (a) and (b) will only "c lcv1ed 

nc-33 
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when the work done is on a basis under 25·;~. WJ1en 
the work done is on basis of 25% and/or over ; these 
charges will be waived.) 

(4) For work on vessels lying downstream of the King 
George's Dock entrance and within ten miles of the Howrah 
Bridge by day and/or by night, a distance fcc of Rs. !Si- for 
the attendance or each Officer will be levied. 

(5) The following fees by day rind/or by night are cl13rgcd 
in addition to the schedule rates :-

(a) On Sunday Rs. 20/- for each Ofiiccr. 

(b) On New Year's D"ay, Good Friday and Christmas Day 
Rs. 30/- for each Ofiiccr. 

(c) On all holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Acl 
Rs. 20/- for each Officer. 

(6) When the attendance of officers is required between 
3 a.m. and 7 a.m. or between 4 p.m. nnd 7 p.m. a fcc of Rs. 2/
per hour or part of an hour for each Officer will be charged. 

(7) The Department have the right of refusing the accep
tance of any order. 

Note :-The foregoing basic rates arc subject to a Surcharge 
of 35% with effect from 1st March 1953. 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Calculfa, 2Gth Februm·y, 196.1. 

Secretary. 

( 251:.1) 

SCHEDULE II. 

Fi:red rates for various services rendered by the Department 
to its constituents. 

Details. 

(l) (a) For calculation of cubical conlcnts 
per package on entire shipment 
covered by certificate. 

Up to 10 :~ each paebgc 

so·;; , 

" 100% " 
Subject to a minimum charge of 

(b) For calculation of tonnages 
(measurement or weighment) per 
break 

Up to 10~:, 

50% 

" 100% 

(c) For extra copies of certificates 
and/or duplicate records per copy 
when issued for freight purposes 

(d) When not issued for freight purposes 

(2) (a) Labour charges for Town and/or 
Dock jobs (imports) per head per 

day 

Per heud per night or part of a !tight 
Overtime for labour per hour or 
part of an hour 

(between 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.) 

Charge. 

Pies 

10 

Annas 3 

Annas 

Rc. II· 

Rs. 21· 

Rs. 3181· 

Rs. 4(8(-

Annas 

(3) (a) Charges for special delivery o[ certiflclltes Rs. 5/· 
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<4> (a) For supply of certificates when 
Shipper or his representative calls 
at the Department's office for 
certificates-per month 

(Collected annually in advance) 

(b) For supply and delivery of certi
ficates to the Shippers' address
per month 

(Collected annually in advance) 

Such charges arc only to be levied 
during any month when ccrti!icatcs 
had been supplied and/or delivered 

by the Department. 

(5) (a) Charges for the attendance of cal

culators to calculate certificates for 
passengers' bagg<1gc. R>. 10/-

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 

Calcutla, 2Gt!J February, JDSJ. Secretary. 

( 2Gi) 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

At a Special General Meeting of the Chamber, held 011 the 
.J1!J October, 188.), the following Resolution was adopted :-

"That Rule 1 under the Chamber's Tonnage Schedule be 
altered as follows in accordance with the Resolution prof1osed 
all{/ adopted by the •Mercmztt'lc Community at tlzdr meeting 011 

the .Jrd July /.'(8."1, awl in acconicmce with the notice T.l·sued by 

the Chamber of Commerce, 011 the i11z July, JSI:J:J, under mlc 

:!J of the Chamber," viz :-

L-Thnt where freight is payabk by measurement, mea, 
surement be by Sworn Measurers, to be placed ·under 
the direction of the Bengal Chamber o~ Commerce. 

2.-That the measurement be taken at place of shipment, 
i.e., exporting wharf, jetty or press-house where adja
cent to place of shipment, at measuring Superinten
dent's discretion, but only whilst the bales arc actually 
being removed in course of shipment. 

3.-That such measurement be final. 

4. -That in the case of shut-out cargo or cargo transferred 
from one vessel to another, original measurements to 

hold good. 

5.-But that any cargo t'e-landcd be re-measured. 

6.-That measurement be taken at the largest part of the 
bale. inside the lashing on the one side, and outside 

on the other. 

"/.--That the measurement of jute shipped without measure· 
mcztt shall be entirely at shipper's risk. and that 
measurement be a matter of special arrangement 
between the shippers and ship; further. that all ex· 
penscs connected with the measurement thereof be 

payable by the shipper. 

8.-That all cotton and other baled eargu arriving at .. the 
East tndinn Railway Company's terminus at Howr~h 
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for 5hipmcnt direct by boat be measured by the 

Sworn Measurers in the Railway Company's shcct 
while being removed in actual course of shipment. 

9.-That all baled cargo pressed at, or exported from, any 
of the prcss·houscs to which a Sworn Measurer may 
be attached, be trcutcU in the manner as jute, and as 
provided for in the second Resolution. 

10.-Thut gunny bales packed at, or exported from mills, 
within the limits of the port, be also mc.Lsurcd as 
described in the second Resolution. 

11.-That gunny bales or other cargo exported by boat 
direct from outside the limits of the port be measured 

by the Sworn Measurers on the deck of the ship or 
alongside; but it shall be optional with outside mills 
and press-houses to make arrangements with the 
Managing Committee, on such terms as may b~ 
mutually agr~~d for the attendance of Sworn Mcasur~ 
crs at their ordinary shipping wharves for measure· 
ments in accordance with Rule 2. 

12.-That all baled, cnsed, or other cargo not provided 
for in any of the foregoing Resolutions and which at 
present is measured on this side under any of the 
tonnage schedules now in usc in the' Port, or which 
may require to be measured on this side, by a special 
arrangement made between shippers and ship, that all 
such cargo be measured on the Customs House Wharf 
(if for expoii. by boat) or in the jetly sheds (if for 
shipment through the jetties) by the Sworn Measurers. 

13.-That for the present the Sworn Measurers to be 
appointed to carry on this scheme be placed under the 
direction of a Representative Committee to be nomi· 
nated by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce. 

14.-That the cl1argc for measurement by defrayed by the 
ship. 

Jst January, 1884 

( 2G3 ) 

SCHEDULE 

( Not less than seven per cent 

I to be measured j( the bales 
have been pressed in 400 lbs. 
press boxes; but where bales 
pressed in 500 lbs. press boxes 

I nrc ulso includetl m the lot, 
the percentage must be taken 

Jute proportionately. All crooked 
:: ~~j!~~f~~s. or badly-pressed bales shall be 

1 W I obj~.:ctecl to for measurement 
:: ~l~~~tEnd~~tc. and the Measurer shall cause 

Gunny Cuttings. all such bales to be ~eturncd I? 

Cotton. j ~~~sl:r~~~~~~s~pcl~atl~~glasb~~t~1; 
Hemp. -< in such a \vay as to cau~e 
;Snffio~~~r. Leaf and all other I them to be re-pressed; but Jf 

f~~:ds ~ackcd in . ~ales I rn:ss~~us~~ ~:~t ~~r~~~~~~~ecl 
bound wllh rope laslung. ~W~~~~fi· bale~ must be mcasur· 

eel. Measurement to be taken 

I ". t the largest ~art of the bale 
imide the 'Ia slung on the one 
side and outside on th~ other. 
In taking the lengt.'i and 

I breadth. 'the measuren_tent of 
one bale shall be wtth the 
ticket tlpW~rds and of another 

l with the uckct downwards. 

r to ~~t ~~:~s~~~~~ ~~v:~cge~s~~~~ 
Cotton. mcnt. and the measurement 
Gunny Cloth. 1 must be taken of the ~ur~acc 

., Bags. -< and not over the hoop btndmg. 

~~~:;g~on~· all other go~ds ~ ~~~ ,sm:~~~ott~l~sto ;r~ 111~t ~~~ 
r;~~~~~ in bales tlOUlld With I_ :n~~~~~ured. 

Indigo. ( 

~~~~!~~·Lac. ] 
Lac Dye. i 

~i~~~-goods nml nll other I 
goods packed in cases. l 

Not less than five per cent 
of each assortment to be 
measured. 

Hides. 
Skins. 

Not less than five per. cent 
of C!lch assortment and stze to 

( be measured. 
f Five to ten per cent to be 

Fishing rods. 1 measured. 

!' 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE 
CALCUTTA 

Report of the Committee for the year ended .Jist December, l[IJ:!. 
TilE PRESIDENT AND CoMMITIEJ:. 

BENGAL CJ-Ii\liHlER OF COM~lEltC!: AND iNJJUSntY, 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the provi~ion~ of Rule! 7 of the Rules of 
the Royal Exchange. we have the honour to submit a report on 
it~ working for the ye<ll' ended 31st December, 1952. 

As a measure or economy in view of the finnncial position 
referred to below, we have again decided to issue the Annual 
Report of the Royal Exchange this year in its present form, with 
the omission of the follOwing appendices, copies of which, how
ever, can be supplied to or inspl!cted by <my interested member 
at the Royal Exchange on application to the Secretary 

1. List of members as on 3Ist DccGmber, 1952. 
2. Royal Exchange : Rules and Dye-Laws. 

Committee.- As already annmmccd- in Circular No. 2-RE 
-·the following gentlemen have been elected to form the Com· 

mittee of Ma-nagement for the year I 953-54 :-

(1) The of 
and 

(2) The v;c,,,p,."''''"'' Chamber o( Col11· 

merce 
(3) Mr. Hugh Workman (MerclwnO,IMessrs. W. F. Ducat 

& Co. 

141 , D. D. 
Dank of 

(5) , J. L. Esplcn (Stock Broker), Messrs. Place, 
Siddons & Gough. 

((il ~J~o~ns ~C~t.ange Brokcrl, Messrs. 

(7J J-1. A. Style (Produce Broker), Messrs. LalldalO 
& Morga11. 
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(8) Mr. J. T. Wilson (Freight Broker), Messrs. Blacker 
& Co. 

(9) , R. W. Plummer (Merchant\ Messrs. Plummer 
Bros. & Co. 

Metnbership.-At the end of the year there were upon the 
Exchange Register 95 Firms and 1 individual member. 

Accounts.-Wc submit a Balance Sheet and Revenue 
Account for the year ended the 31st December, 1952, audited by 
Messrs. Lovelock & Lcws, Auditors of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. The Revenue Account shows a 
deficit of Rs. 14,765-7-0 on the year's working compared with 
Rs. 23,430+0 for 1951. The dc/lcit has been transferred to 
tl1e Bengal Cl1ambcr of Commerce and Industry contribution 
account. 

The comparative figures of income and expenditure in 1951 
and 1952 arc given below :-
lncolnc-

Subscription 

Entrance Fcc 

E.rpendl!ure :
Rent 

Contribution to Chamber 
S<Jlaries & W<Jgcs . 

Books and Newspapers 
Telephone subscription less 
received from members for 

"" 'rickets for members 
Stationery 
Printing 
Postage 

Electric Fans, Lights <Jnd 
Lifts 

Pclty Charges 

Carried over 

1951. 1952. 
Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

25,398 0 0 25.161 0 0 

---- -----
25,398 0 0 25,161 0 0 --- --- -----
12,000 0 0 12,000 0 0 

6,000 0 0 6,000 0 0 
23,041 8 0 13,920 3 0 

1,946 13 0 2,207 9 0 

373 0 0 400 6 0 
340 4 0 325 0 0 
150 8 0 IJJ 4 0 
82 13 105 13 0 

I 2 7 13 0 

3,000 0 0 3,000 0 0 
1,892 7 0 1.826 7 0 --------

48,828 7 0 39,926 7 0 

( 2GG 

1951. 
Rs. A. P. 

Brought forward 4X,828 7 0 

transferred to Chamber 23,430 7 0 

25.39S 0 0 

Vv'c arc, Gcntkmcn. 
Your obedient servants, 

C. A. INNES, J'rcsidcnt 

E. J. PAKES, Vin:-Prcsidcnt. 

A. CAHJER-W/ITSON 

D. D. MACGREGOR 

J. L. ESPLEN 

R. D. CRUIKSHANK 

H. A. SlYLL 

E. MANASSEH 

R. W. PLUMMER 

D. c. FA!RB/IIRN, 

Secretary 

Calcutta, :!1.\t Fcbmary, J!/.JS. 

1952. 
Rs. A P. 

39,926 7 0 

14.765 7 0 

25,161 0 0 

.l\1cml!crs. 
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LIABII~I'l'IES 

SUNUll.Y CRJ<;OlTORS-1~01~ EXI'P:NBES. 

Othc!' expenses 

Sundries 

----ilibZJ_'! _____ _ 

!lOYAL 

BALANGJ;; SllfiJh'l' 

Hs, As. P. Hs. As. P. 

9,000 0 0 

ll,·/39 5 () 
15,/SIJ 

101 0 (I 

EXCHANGE. 

as at 31Bl December, 195'2, 

ASSETS, 

0UTSTANDINOS-

Telephone Ticket Books 

BoOKS AND N!J:WSI'A!'ERS-

( 271 ) 

SnlJscriptions }l!tid in :ulvnnce 

FUJJ:-IITURE AND FI'ITI~GS, 'VATim 
Uoor.r.:n-

Expon~cs to dntc ... 

Lc.~s-Doprocinti•m to dat.e ... 

TI!lNGAT. OnA~Imm oF UmnmncE & 
INDUSTRY CON'J'RliJUTION ACCOUNT-

Deficit fm•they11ar 

CAsn-

With Imperial H11n];: of lndifl. 

TorAr. ... 

Hs.As.P. 

300 0 0 

l,091J 0 0 

1,01)() 0 (J 

ns.As.P. 

38~ 0 0 

zgg 12 0 

u 0 0 

11,765 7 0 

14-·l 2 () 



EXI'ENDI'I'UHE 

'l'oSn.l11rieo n.nll Ti'ag~s 
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" Eler.tJ·ic Light~, 1~11113 nnd Lift 

,l'rinl.ing-

" Sl.ntionm•;~· 

, Books aml r-,•,..'1'\'~]>nper~ 

" l' eU.y Charges 

" Co~t o[ Memlwrs 'J'ickrts 

"Telephone 

J,~,;~~111~~;~vel·etl fl'nlll 
lk 1:1() () () 

'l'oT,u .... 

ROYAL 

REVENUE ACCOUNT 

Hs, As. P. ns. As. 1'. 

13,!120 3 0 

fi,!IIIO (I(] 

li,OOU 0 0 

.'l,OOO 0 0 

1051:1 (I 

2,:!07 fl () 

7 lil 0 

1,820 7 () 

;;:~;; 0 0 

~()() (l (I 

--- i~J.02li 7 () 

:m,U26 7 tl 

Calcutta, :JOih Jamml'!f; 1953• LOVELOCK & T.J!n'VES, 

Chartered Accott'llta11 t8 , 

( 273 ) 

EXCIIANGE. 

for the year ended 31st Decembe'l', 195~. 

INCOME 

By Subscriptions 

Sdj. D. 0. l<'AlHBAIH.N, 
8eetefary. 

BC-35 

Rs, Ag,p, 

25,1010 0 

14,765 7 0 

'l'OTAL ... 39,02U 7 () 

0. A, INNES, 
President. 

1 
--------------·--------~ 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE 

COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1952 

( l) T!:IE PRESIDENT OF TI-lE BENGAL C!IAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(ex-officio) 

(2) TilE VJCE-PIU3SIDENT OF TilE BENGAL CHAMBER or 

Members: 
COMMERCE k.r-olfitio) 

(3) MR. A. CtdGER-WATSON (Merchant) 

Messrs. H. D. Cartwright & Co. 

(4) MR. D. D. MACGREGOR (Banker) 

The Chartered Bank of India, Australia & China. 

(5) MR. J. L. ESPLEN (Stock Broker) 
Messrs. Jl]ace, Siddons & Gough. 

((i) MR. R. D. CRUIKSHANK (Exchange Broker) 

Messrs. Thomas Seth Apcar ~& Co. 

. (7) MR. H. A STYLE (Produce Broker) 

Messrs. Landale & Morgan. 

(8) MR. E. MANASSEH (Freight Broker) 
Messrs. Blacker & Co. 

(9) MR. R. \V. PLU~MER (Merclwnl) 

Messrs Plummer Bros. & Co 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE 

LIST OF MEMBERS AS AT 31ST DECEMBER, 1952. 

F!HMS. 

Alex. /\. Jr. & Co. 
Anderson Ltd 
T. S. 1\pcar & 
ll;tlwcr Lawrie & Co., Lld. 

l'cckcr Grav & Co. (1930\ Ltd 
Ilird & Co.", Ltd. 
Birkmyrc Bros., Ltd. 
Blacker & Co. 

India. Ltd. 

& ro. 
lhnk of India, 

Cox & 

Dclllc!rius 
W. F. Ducat & Co. 
Duff, Thoma5 & Co. (India' Llrl. 

C. Duffus & Co., Ltd. 
Pros. & Co., Ltd. 

Ea~.tcrn 

Eastern B;Jnk 
B. :i\. Elias & Co., Ltd. 

& Ltd. 
Co. 

& Co., 

& Co., Ltd. 
Co. (lnd1a). 

Ltd. 

W. Haworth & Co. 
F. \V. HcJ!gcrs & Co., Ltd. 
llcndcr~on, & Co., Lld. 
lToare }.JJ!lcr & Lttl 
Eohncs \\·'ilsun & Co., Ltd. 

RDb~on, Barnett & Co. 
Ltd 

Insurance 

& Co. 

kG& .. 22 .MM!IJ 
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Ltd. 
Dank of India 

Ltd, 

D. L. :1\Ii!lar & Co., Ltd. 
Moran & Co., Ltd. 
:1\[organ, Walker & Co. 

Uytton, Wallace & Co. 
The National Bank of India Ltd. 
Netherlands Trading Society. 
New India Assurance Co Ltd 

New Zealand Insurance Co., L~d. 
Korman, Ross & Co. 

F. C. Pallachi & Co. 
Perman & HynU. 

Pigott, & Co. 

Place, & Gough. 
Plummer Brothers & Co. 
Ha!lis India Ltd. 

Ramdutt, Ramkisscndass. 

Hi\·cr Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 

Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. 
Shaw, \Vallace & Co., Ltd 
Sinclair & Co. . 

Sinclair, 1Iurray & Co., Ltd. 
E. A. Sopher & Co. 

Standard-Vacuum Oil Co. 
Steel Bros. & Ltd. 
Octavius Steel & Ltd. 
R. Steel & Co., Ltd. 
Stewart & Co 
). Thornas & .Co., Ltd. 

Turner, :11-Iorrison & Co., Ltd. 

C. C. & Co., Ltd. 
& Co. 

& Co. 

Ltd. 

fNDI1'JDU:IJ. MEMBER 
FOR. If).;:!. 

:1\Jr. C. M. Chater. 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE 
RULES. 

1. The Roy'al Exchange is intcmh;d for the usc 
only, in accordance with the rules and regulations 
set out. 

2. The election of members shall be vested in the Com
mittee, and the election shali be by ballot or otherwise at the 
onlinary monthly The Committee may elect a limited 
number of Honorary 

3. The Royal Exchange shall be managed by a Com
mittee of nine person~. The Preskknt and Vicc-Pn.:sident of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce shall be ct-of]icio President and 
Vice-President of the Committee of the Royal Exchange. The 
members of the Exchange shall elect s.::vcn n11.:mbers of 
the Committee, merchant, one banh.::r, one stock 
broker, one exchange broker, one produce broker, and one 
freight broker. Failing such members alTering themselves. 

others will be eligible. 

4. The election of members of th..: Commiuc..:, under the 
preceding rule, shall take place in February of each year; and 
the new Commillcc shall come into o!lice from the lirst of March 
next ensuing after the election. The election slwll be by ballot. 

5. The Exchange shall be open to members from 10 A.M 

to 5 P.M. except on Saturdays, when it shall be open from 10 A.M 

to 2 P.M. The holidays to be observed by tlw Royal 
shall be the holidays declared by the Bengal Chamber 

Commerce. 
6. The Commillee ~hall have power from time to time. 

besides electing members. to make bye-bws. fix the rates o[ 
entrance fcc and and generally to conduct the 
business of the Royal nnd of the Restaurant attached 
thereto, as an As~ociation working ill connection with the Bengal 

Chamber of Commerce. 
7. The Committee shall submit. in February of each year. 

tl. report of the working of the Royal ExclJange to the Com

mittee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

k&2 
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8. No per~on shall be allowed to attend the Exchange 
without !wving previously paid his entn:tnce fcc and 

*9. The subscription to the Royal Exchange sha!I 
the present:-

Rs. 15 per mcnscm for every finn or company admitting 

up to three representatives; and an extra charge of 

Rs. 5 per mcnsem for every additional representative. 
A payment of Rs. 40 per mensem by a firm or company 
shnll secure the right of membership for the whole of 
their European staff, but the name~ of those members 

of the staiT, who are to exercise the privilege of 
attending the Exchange, must be sent in to the 
Secretary, who will furnish each one with a ticket, as 
under rule l 0. 

Rs. 8 per mensem for every individual not established 
under the style of a firm or company. 

For mofussil members, the subscription shall be as follows: 

Rs. 6 per mensem for every firm or company admitting up 
to three representatives ; and an extra charge of Rs. 3 
per mcnsem for every additional representative. 

Rs. 3 per mcnscm for each individual not established in 
the mofussil under the style of a firm or company. 

The above subscriptions shall be collected monthly, as from 
the 1st day of July, 1918. 

10. Each subscriber. on paymetH of his subscrirtion, will 
be furnished with a ticket, which must be produced on demand. 
Any subscriber refusing to show l1is ticket, when so demanded, 
shall be liable to refusal of admission at the discretion of the 
Master. 

a disturbance in the Royal 
with the comfort of the subs-

cribers from the list of members. 
12. Members may H~e the rcaaing.room and JouJ1ge of the 

Exchange, but shall not remove any papers, books, maps or 
documents of al\y kind from the premises 

"As ndopted by Jt Spcciu]G~-1'-n~\ ,-lo-o\-lo-g -of_t\_.,-R-oynl Exchange 
l1elt1 on Lhe 17th Alwil, 1018, 
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13 Members may have the usc of Committee rooms set 

apart f~r the purpose of pub~ic Applications for the 
use of rooms will be dealt With to priority. 

14 Public companies and associations not members .of the 

Royal Exchange, may have the usc of Committee rooms lor the 
Jurposcs of public meetings of shareholders or _members upon 

:Jaymcnt of a fcc to be determined by the ~0~1!111\lcc, and to be 
deposited at the time of making the apphcatlon. 

15. No assistant to a firm or company. shall be eligible ~~r 

election unless one of his ~rincipals is a m~~~~:~~:;lO ~l~~~e~:a~~ 
elected as an assistant to a hrm or company,' J ·11 cca<;e 
to be an assistant of such firm or s 1.1 

to be a member, but be 
under this rule, or as a 

f member who shall neglect, after 
16. The name o . within two months after 

written notice, to pay hiS d ·r the subscription shall 
it is due, shall be posted in the rom~t Inn \~·ecks sh:lll cease to be 
remnin unpaid for a further term o wo ' 

a member. 

. . . b who may be absent from Calcutla 
Any mc\lvldllnl me~ -~~i,vc calendar months. shnll b.:: entitled 

~:rc;:~~:~ :~:~~l:~~~~ ~;o~~~e~aymcnt of his subscription during such 

absence. . ower to call a General 

17. The Committe~ ~;a~; 1~1~:c1~1 nge at their discretion. 
Meeting of the Mcmbels upon receiving a 
They shall call n General t called by only 

signed by fifteen ~ember~. A he shall be transacted. 
the business mentwncd m t . 

. . f tl e Committee shall be subject to 
JR. ~11 proceedmgs e~sui~!! General Meeting. 

conl1rmauon at the next -

RESTAURANT. 

, II t'nr. the Restnurant shall 19. Complaints in an~ wa~ _<~ cc I ~ 
be made to the Committee m wntmg. 
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VISITORS. 
20. 

may be by any subscriber for ten consecutive dilyS 
and may, on payment of onc·half the subs,cription, be elected 
tempornry members for a period of not less tiian one month or 
more than three months, and not o[tener than once a yenr. 
Subscribers introducing strangers must enter the n:1mes or the 
persons introduced in a book provided for that purpose. 

GENERAL. 

21. A[ter defraying the necessary expenses. <my balance 
of the funds of the Royrtl Exchange shall be made over to the 
Bengal Chamber o[ Commerce as a contribution towards the 

of the debentures issued by the Clwmbcr and to the 
thereon. 

22. TIJC Secretary and the Assistant Secretary of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce shall be e.r-o/]icio Secretary nnd 

of the Royal 

Secretary of Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce shall be e.r-o/ficio Master of the Royal Exchange and 
all complaints and stJggestions shall, in the first instance, be 
made to him. 

24. A list of newspnpers to the rooms shall be 
exhibited in a conspicuous place t!1e reading-room, and the 

Committee may add others to the Jist, upon receiving a reqtlisition 
from twenty-five members, showing that such <tdditions Wot1ld be 
desirable und useful. 

25. No advertisement bills will be <~l!owccl to be in 
any of the rooms of the Exchange, or on the of the 

Exchange premises and no of goods shall be exhibited. 

26. The rules, or them, may not be rescinded or 

altered unless by a resolution passed 
Meeting, at which nt least twenty-five mem

and such resolution mttst be passed by a 
of at least two-thirds of the number of votes 

given. Resolutions passed under this rule shall come into force 

at once, and shall not need confirmation at any subsequent 
Special General Meeting. 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE 

BYE-LAWS. 

I. New~pap.:r~ and boob 1101 to b..:: removed !rom tht.' 

prC!lllSCS 

"1 Any one found writin_s upon, or dcf_acing, the wal1s ?r 

notic~· boanh at the Exchange._ ~r ~he books or_ J~ewspa~~~;:l~~; 
the reading-room or othcrwi~e l11Jlll"ll1~ thct~1. n:,l) be ex 
for such time a~ the Committee may dctctmtnc 

3. The Commilt.:e ~hall h~tn:: pO\\Cl" to close an~· par_t o~ ~~~~
Royal Exchange, from time to tim_e._ on ~uch occ:Nons <~m 
~llch time :ts they rnay tk~m necessaty. 

member~ having a su~ge~tion to make as regards~~~~ 
paper~ kept the Exchange or for adding then::to, ~hall addrcs:: 
the Cornmi!tee throu,?h the Mast~r. 

5 Member~ may use the reading- t:oom fo~ the pu~r~~en::Jc~· 
takin; not~s or memorand:t, or con<;ultmg wm,;:s of td~ 
tvail:1ble to members. 

() The CommittCL' \\ill supply ·:],;:.oyal ~:ch~:~~s~~!emnrnn
dt:m forms'' which arc' only to be' tts~tl on tl t: p 

. . 1 , Rc~t'turant according to a 
7 Tiflin~ will be ~upphed 1_n t 1c. 1 ~ ~ c ,i,ned bv the 

notice approved by the Commttll'e .lm o ) ~ -

Mast;_r. Wine~ and spirits wi11 :tho be supplied at rates to be 

approved by the Cmmntl\ce . . , , 

9 The Re\taurant ~ha11 b~ oren l"or c;u~h hom~ a~ m,t) 

from time to time be arrrovd by' the Commtttee. dinners tn 

10. The lessee of the Re~taurant m_ay, dinncrc; 

members. to be given °11 __ thc ~:~~et~l:t\~e:~~~e~~~~~lC kc;<;ee and the 

shall b~ <1 1~1,a.tt~~- of. ~:~~~:~Jch dinner<; arc given, the 1cssec.~ha11 
mcrnbct con~ct nc.l. \\ lf ;:_~ _1 r,1r liSe' of tlw room<;. coo h.
pay tn thc Committe.: the <,ttlllt I 
l"tloms . .:tc. on the top lhtt 

J>c-36 
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II. Disorderly conduct in the restaurant. or excess of uny 
kind shall be reported by the lessee to the Committee, through 
the Master, and shall be dealt with as the Committee may 
determine. 

12. The lessee of the Restaurant shall not employ any 
person, tlie disapproval of whose conduct shall have been 
communicated to him by the Committee. 

13. A smoking-room will be provided on the top flat. 

14. The Committee appeal to members to abstain from 
giving servants of the Exchange or of the restaurant. any 
gratuities. The Committee lay stress upon this bye-law. 

15. The Broker's room is entirely private and admission 
thereto is at the pleasure and discretion of the members of the 

16. A room, or rooms will be set aside. on the top floor, 
where members may make a change of dress. 

17. By arrangement with the Master. n room on the top flat 
mny be reserved for private meetings. 

18. Mofussi\ members may have their correspondence 
addressed to the care of the Master. Royal Exchange. 

19. A list of newsrapers surplied to the Royal Exchnnge 
shall be exhibited in a eonsricuous place in the Reading Room. 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 

TRIBUNAL OF ARBITRATION 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 

TRIBUNAL OF ARBITRATION 

RULES. 
In1.eqJretation. 

! In thc~c ruk~ the fo\lo\~lll~ word~ have the: IPi!llwinr 

l I J "CiiMlBI.lt., n1ec~n~ the lktlg<d Cnambcr ol (\Jmmc:rce 

12} ''CouRr" the Arbit1ator 01 Arbitr<ttor~ 

appointed f01 c1 partJcutu or tlw 
IW\ been 

UJ "MuvtBi:lt" mc,m~ dll) member !01 the time bc:mg ol 

the Chamber. 

(4) ··PARrY" include., :111 individual. l1rrn or contp.lll). 

(5\ ''RHTRENCE" mean~ any agreement to n:Jer a dtller
cncc or di~putc \present or futurd to the Ttibunal 

Any ::tgrccmcnt to rckr mote th<~n one dilkrcncc or 
cll~putc bc:t\\GCII the '><llllG partiG'> \\hich ati~c under 
~eparc~lc contm;::h ohall be treated e~o a ocp.tratc rdct

cncc in re~peet of each contract 

(6J "RrGIO:.TRAR'"-Thc Rcgi,tro~r of the Tribttlhll ~hall 

be the Secretary for the time: being ol the Chamber 01 

~uch othGr· member· of the Seercldfial ~tali llf the 
Chamber as ,h,!ll b~ acting fm him from 11111~ to time. 

(7) "TR!BL'NAI" nJe<tlh the Tltbunal of A1billation ol 

the Chamber hercb) constituted 

Objects and Constitution of Tribunal. 

II. The objeeh of tl1c Tribunal the determination. 

~clllemcnt and adju~tmcnt <1!" di-,pulc> and dillercncc-; rei:, till;! to 
tl"dlk. hu~itK'>'> and manul.rcturc~. between Olll' jXlll) and another. 

\\hcthcr dllJ :-.uch party r·c-,id..:~ or carrie~ on bu~111e-,~ rwr~oinll:y 

or by agent or uthcrwi~..: in Cdcut!a 01 not ~1nd whether ~uch 

party i~ a member of the Chamber or not. 

lnl<'lJll"Pla 
linnclau•;p. 

OI'Jl'do. 

1.&2 U&Z! 



Con~Litu· 
lion, 
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Ill. (I) The Tribttnal ~hail consist of such members 01 

assbtant~ to mcmb~Jrs. and of such other person~ who are from 

lime to t_imc on the panel of Special Advisory Boards to the 
Indian Jute Mills Association. as may from time to time be 
selected by the Registrar as hereinafter mentioned and be willing 
to ~crve on the Tribunal. 

(2) The Registrar ~hall from time to time a~ he shall con~idct· 
necessary sclcct such persons from the cla~ses mentioned in the 
preceding rule, who arc to ~crvc. and shall circulate to all 
member~ from time to time a of the per~on~ so ~elected. He 
may also if he thinks lit sttpply a copy of ~uch Ji~t to pcr~ons 
other than members applying ror the same. 

(3) The Rcgi~trar may at any time. if he thinks proper so to 
do, add to the ~aid list the name~ of other whom he may 
consider to serve on the It shall not be 
JJGcessary such ca~e to print or circulate any list of the added 
names, but a list of the member~ of the Tribunal complete for the 
time being shall be kept by the Registrar. and shall alway~ be 

open to by members on application and, at the discre· 
also by person~ other than members. 

HegisLmr. IV. The duties of the Registrar of the Tribunal shall 
ordinarily consist of or incll](le the following :-

He shall, him~clf or hb subordinates. receive applications 
to the and receive payment of fees and costs, appoint 
th.e arbitra.tor or arbitrator~ and. where necessary, the umpire who 
Wlll con~!Jtute the Court to deal with any dispute, receive all 
applications made to the Court by the parties, and communicate 
to tl~em .the orders and direction~ of the Court, keep a register of 
apphcat10ns to the Tribmm1 and of award~ made by any Court, 
and such other books and m~monmda. and make such returns as 
the Chamber or the Tribunal shall from time to time require. and 

carry out the direction~ of nny Court so con~tituted. 
~llld . ~\cps as may be necessary to as~i~t uny such Court 
111 the eXCCUtlOJl O)' its functions. 

)'· .·:! 
&~.c...Ll_.~--...,., ______ _ 

Constitution of Court. 

V. (Jl In every ca~c where u di~putc or di!Tercnce has ari,en 

between parties who have agn::ed that such dispute or diHcrcnce 
~hall be referred for ch::cbion to the Cl1amber or the Tribunal. an 
application for arbitmtion may be addre~scd by either to 
the Registrar which applicntion. in the case of disputes 

to piec~-goods. shall be in such form as the Commitlee of the 
Chamber may from time to time prescribe. 

{2) On receipt of such application. the Rcgistutr shall 
constitute a Court for the adjudication of the dispute 

(3) Tn constituting any Court the Registrar 'ih:dl select. as 
arbitrator or arbitrators or umpire as !he ca~c may be, <o fnr as 
possible. persons or a having a practical knowledge of 
the matter of contract or contracts in and 
the shall not appoint any penon who any reason 
within his knowledge would not be a proper person to net as 
Arbitrator or Umpire in the particular malter. but no award shall 
be invalid iwr shall any objection be taken ther0to by any party. 
on the ground that any person so appointed did not possess such 
practical or was not in fnct a proper person to act as 
arbitrator or 

{4) The name~ or lWme of the person> or pcr~on constituting 
a Court shall not ordinarily be disclosed to the parties noo ~hnll 

the parties be entitled to such information as of right. In the 
event of any of the parties on special grounds (to be 
~pccificd in writing to the for the disclo~urc of the 
~aid names or name the decision as to whether <;uch disclo~urt.! 

shall he made or not shall rest in the ab~oltl!c discretion of the 
Registrar. The non-disclo5ure of the said names or name shall 
not in any case affect the of the nrb1tmtion 
or of any award therein nor 
filing of the award. 

VI. Unless the 

ground of 

to rcf'cr the or difl'ercncc 

to the Chnmher or otherwise provides the 
Court ~hall consist of two :H·bitrntors. who shall ~elcctec\ by 

the Registrar I rom the Tribunnl and appointed in writing under 

hi~ hand. 

£21£ DZLb 



v:l. I_f the Cottr! have :II lowed the time or extended time 
t_o espm.: Without makin!:' any <mard. :md witlwui havin!! ~i!!ni

llcd l_o th·~ Rcgi~trar that they c:tnnot the Regi~tr.~r ~~all 
u:nsti(Ule m_mann~·r <1fore~aid :uwthcr Court which ~hall prou:cJ 
w~tb the arbttrattott and >hull b..:: <ll liberty to act tin; tcc:or,J 
ot the procc_cdings as then cxi-;ting and on the if anv. 
then taken tn the at·bitratil1n or to commence the arbitratit~n 
de no\'11. 

~'l!l. In ~be event the Cl>lli"l originally dis-
agrcemg the dtspute shall be referred to an 

R_cg:stt·:tr sh:dl an t•mpirc to be ~elected from !l1e li~t 
a~on:sattl to the Court for the <1cljudication or the -;ai~l 
:lt~putc'i <m(l such umpire sh:lll then rrocecd with the arbitration 
Ill <lccordanc:c with these rules. 

lX. The consent to act of the <1rbitrator or arbitrator<> or 
umpire ;Js the cnsc may be ~hall be obtained by 111L~ Registrnr. 

X. If ;1ny appointed arbitrator or umpire nc£>:1cctS or refuse~ 
to nc:. or dies or becomes ine<1pable of acting. the- Registrar shall 
suhst1tut.c and nppoint a new Arbitratot or Umpire as the cnse 
mayhem manner nforesaid and the Court so reconstituted slwll 
proceed with the nrbitration with liberty to net on the record ol 
the proceeding~ as then exi~ting and on the evidence, if <111\' then 
t:1ken in the 'Hhitration, or to commence the- prnce~dinu~ 
tie IIOI'n. 

Conduct of Arbitrations. 

XI. The parties sh~tll within such time as be directeD 
hy.the Court. prcp:tre and oubmit to the Rcgistmr duplicate a 
wntten statement of their respective Ca'ics with copies or all rele
vant doeu~1ents or other evidence on which they rely. A copy or 
c:Jch party s shall be given to the other partv who shall res-

be entitled to put in a rejoinder ther~to witl1i11 such 
as n::ty be directed. Normally no more than one 

c:hall he lilcd, but the Court shall have di~cretion if it lit 
to allow more than one rc'joindet·, on such terms as it may impose. 

( 2Ml ) 

XII. The Court may nt its di~cretion enlarge ll1c time for 
submission ol" a wrilien st;llemcnl or rejoinder. hut it \h:tll IW! 

be bound to receive ur to comider :1ny written statement (lf IT

joinder of either party tendered after the expiration of the origin~tl 
or ~ubscqucntly extended time as the case may be. 

XI IT. All applications which the parties desire to m:1ke tn 
the Court and all notices to be given to the partie~ before or 

the cour~e of the ;u·bilration. or othenli~c in rclution there-
to. be made through the Rq;.istrar who ~hall comnntnicate 
the orders and direction.-; of the Court thereon lo the partie~. 

XIV. The said pmtics. re~pcctively. shnll do all the ach 
neces'i<HY to c:mblc the Court to make a just award, and ~h:dl not 
wilfully do or cause or allow to be done net to delay or to 
prevent the Court from making an <!Ward. and party sh:lll 
do or cause or ;tliow to be dnne «llY slJCh net tlwt party ~hull pay 
to the other such costs as the Court shall deem reasonable. 

XV. The dispute will normally be: clecidccl by the Court on 
the written statements of the and oral evidence will not be 

taken nor will the parties enti!lcd to 
Ilea ring be held. The Court shall have 
lit to appoint n time ::md plnce for the 
and to IJC<tr oral evidence 

formal 
thinks 

XVL In any case or a formal hc~11·ing no party shalL with
out the permission of the Court. be entitled to appear 
a[(orncy or other ~~clvocatc m ;tdviscr. but IlK' Court in discre-

the pnrtics with or without witness to a:tcnd 
Committee or Sub-Committee of the 

to the reference and any witncs~ on 
~ubject to !he provision of nny law for tl1c 

time being in force-
(a) submit to be CX<l!llirtcd by the Court on oath ailinna

tion in rebtion to the tn:tt!Crs in dispute; 

{!J) produce before the Court nil book_s. _deeds_- papers, 
nccounts, writin:;s ~ncl documents wtthm thctr pos.ses-
sion or rco.;r)ectivcly, which may be lW]tllrccl 

or called by the Court; 

llC-37 
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(c) comply with the 

production and 

XVfJL The Comt may: 

200 ) 

of the Comt as to the 
of samples, and; 

which during the pro
Court may require 

(a) administer oath or affirmation to the parties or wit
nesses appearing; 

(h) state a s~ecial case for the opinion of the High Court, 

or Jt~ awnrd in the form or <1 special cnse for the 
of the High Court; 

(c) make an award conditional or in the al!ernative. 

(d) co_r~ect in nn aware! any clerical mistake or ,error 
ansmg from nny nccidental slip or omission, or 

(e) adminis_tcr to any party to the arbitration such intcr-
rogatones as it may consider necessary. 

retur~:~- baThe Court shall have full discretion to retain nnd/or 
proccedinu· oks, doctlm~~rs or papers produced before it in nny 
ments or ,s and mny duect _at nny time that the hooks, docu
to the p~odticed 01 any of them, arc to be returned 

as the Court n~~ye~;~~;d;f them on such terms and conditions 

A l>s~nr~ of XX. The Court . . 
JlfiJ!.Jrs. stnnding any failure to .ploc~ec\ With the refc~·cnce notwith-

and may nlso proel:!cd with <1 wnttcn state_ment within due time 

or both of the parties who th~ ~~fere~ce In the absence of any 
Court, after due t" . ' bem, cntnlcd to anpear before the 

110 Jee, refuse or neglect to attend. 

XXI: . If the Court shall ut nny 
o~ the opmJOn that it is desirable to 
\\,J!ncss wlJO may not be willing to 
Court or may be resident outside 
Court mny apply to the Civil Court 
~J~_lwlf to is~uc proces~ to such rart or . . 
ISSIIC of s11 mmmJsc.<, and comn .. Y mcludmg the 

Jlssmn for lhe cxnminntion of 
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witnesses and summon~c~ to produce document~ and may at 
its discn::tion relJUirc one or both the partie~ to dcpo,it ~w.:h 

fcc or fces to cover the cost of any such process as the Court 
shall con~ider necessary and in the event of any party who has 
been called on to such fees failing to do so may dismi~~ 
s11ch party's case or otherwise with the matter in nny way 
the Court may think just 

XXII. The Court may at its own instance nl any time or 
time~ before making a final award, ami at the expense of the 
parties conwlt. refer to. and act on and adopt the advice, re
commendations or suggestions of any Committee or Sub-Com
mittee of the Chamber having or exerci~ing special juri~cliction 
or powers relating to the particular industry, commodity, pro
duce or branch of trade concerned in the reference or of any 
experts whether member~ or not, and may also. at the like eA
pcn~e of the parties. consult and adopt the advice of solicitor~ 
or counsel upon any question of law, evidence, practice or pro· 
ccdure arising in the course of the reference. 

XXllJ. In any case where a party wishes to have any 
question arising in any proceedings referred to the High Court 
of Justice at Fort Willi<tm in Benga1 1' in the form of a special 
case for the opinion of the High Court he ~hall apply in writing 
to the Registrar, and with such application shall pay a requisi
tion fcc of Rs. 40. lf the Court decides to accede to such rcqucsl 
the party applying shall al~o be rcspon~ible for all legal or other 
co.~ts. dn11·gc~ and cxpcn~e~ that may be incurred by the arbi
trator or arbitrators or umpire o[ and incidental to the same 
and ~hnl! make ~uch deposit on account thereof as !he Court 

may decide. 

Awards. 

XXIV. ln ca.<.cs where the Court shall consi~t of mon: than 
Lwo Arbitrator~ the award or the majority ~hall prevail and be 

!a ken as the dcci~ion of the Court. 



ncooc~r~~~~~~~'.J tt~wL i: any c~mmi,~ion for examination of wit
XXI S ·~ ,uJy llmc be Js~u:d under illc provisions of Rule 

. ?r eetJon 43 of !he ArbJ!r<Uion Act 19-10 .. 
provrs!On in tllal behalf thi~ Rule slnl , . . ~~ dny other 
mentioned initial tirne limit. off ·. ' 1 ~c _wdd a~ li the above
period of time cqu-.11 to the ti .OUJ ;ll.lOill~l~ _werc Jncrea.<.ed by a 
when the Civil Cour . ' . , me wh.ch cldpse.~ _between the date: 

issue of str;;h COI11i11i~~~0~0,~11~~~;~~~~.t11;~ll 1makc It~ order for the 

b·~en e.\ccu~cd and returnd to ;il~· C \V:Jc,l. the.s:nne .'.h;tll h:tve 

and extensions of time <t~ above om L ,;~Jd. ,d) cnlarg~menb 
from the expiry of such initial ti~~~d~iJ~:~i~.c dice! as 

XXVI. The Court m·ty nnl e , . . 
by <my award, order cuH ;, ... '.' dll. mt:rlm award. and may. 

done by either of the IX;rl~c:lL::.~l~l,Il:.::. :\!l;t\ 1( ~haiJ think Jltto be 
·· !-Cdlllg thc mallen rcfcrred. 

XXVII. Every cm·ard ~hall b~.: ·, , 
the Registrar. When com 1 l~.:tcd , ~.t.-ned ~y thc Court and by 

~ent by the Registrar to e~tch of ~I ~0 P_Y. ~f _the avvard ~hall be 
names of the member or \TI(;l11be. lc' par lies, but the name or 

narily be di~closed on such co) 1\ 01_ t_hc. Court shall not onli
not affect the v·,lidity f 1 1 Y 'IW <;u:_h l'OtHiisclo~llre shall 

objection to thc"~amc ~eit~~cfi~:~~~rd nor a!Tord ''llY .~!round of 

XXVIII. The Court .<,]Jail at th· ., , , 
~he proceeding<; or of any pcr~on cl· i e _kiJllo.;~t of any prrrty to 
~f w directed by the High Court or" mP_l":: under ~uch or. 

l.n Bengal' and tipon P;l}IlleJll of thlcudtcatmc at J-on 

Iespeet of the nrbitration and award and clwrpcs clue in 
·----- ___ _ · unci of tl1e eo~ts nnd 

'No"'c"IIGrll/iflh Co-,n·lrl{('al<·"ll'r 

ciiarge~ on fi.!mg the award, Cdtlse the <1\\arc\ or :t 'ligued copy 

of it together with any dcpo~itions or docurncnts. 1\hidl 

haVL: been taken and proved before it, to be filed in the 

High Court. 

XXX. Whenever an award directs that a certain act or 

thing shall be done by one pa1ty to the refe1cnce. e.g. delivering 
(with or without allo\\ancel dclhery of good~ and ~uch 

purty to comply with the award. the party in whose favour 

the award. is made may make a fresh application for a further 
award determining the amount of d<~l1Mt!C~ or compensation pay

able by reason of such Ltilurc, and the Rcgi-;trar. on receipt of 
~uch application. shall proceed to con~titute a ne\\ Court, wh1ch 

may or may not consist of the same or of on(; or more of the 

member~ con~tituting the Court \\hO mad~.: the first award, and 
the new Court ~hall proceed under these rulc'> to arbitrate on the 

~aid application and the award thereon may be [Ilccl ~cparately 

or tog~.:ther with the original award. 

XXXI. The co~ts of the reference anLl award including 

tlw costs. fcc~ and other CJ,pcmcs provided for by these 

rule~ shall be the discretion of the Court. \~hich may direct 
to and by whom and in what manner and in what proportion 

~uch costs. charges. fees <Int.! other expenses or part thereof 
~hall be borne ;mel paid. nnd may tax and settle amount o[ 

co~l.\ to be so paid or any part thereof. and may award costs 

to be paid a~ betVvccn solicitor and client 

Fees. 

XXXII S11hject to an) limitation~ imposed by the rule~ 
followiru:. the Court shall be entitled to allow fees and expenses 
o[ witnc~~c->, expcnscs connectcd with the selection und carriage 

Fnrllorr 
!l\\"lt\"!l, 

IO.i§i£2 _£££ 
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of samples, Licensed Mc<Lsurcrs' Department charges, convey. 
ancc hire, cost of legal or technical advice or proceedings in 
respect of any matter arising out of the arbitration incurred by 
the Court and, when goods are examined at premises other than 
those of the Chamber such additional fees not exceeding double 
the prescribed fees of any particular reference, for every atten
dance at such other premises, and any other incidental expenses 
and charges in connection with or arising out of the reference 
or award as the Court shall in its absolute discretion tf1ink fit. 

XXXIII. Copies of proceedings.-No party is entitled to 
copies of proceedings before arbitrators or an umpire. In case 
where the Tribunal is requested to make copies of cases or 
exhibits thereto, submitted by either party, for the purposes of 
sending such copies to the other party then the charge, for every 
copy made, shall be six annas a folio of 90 words (seven ligures 
to one word). 

XXXIV.* The fees, costs, charges and other expen~es of 
and incidental to the reference and the award (if any) which 
are to be payable and which are not otherwise provided for 
under these Rules shall be the following, viz :-

(1) Certified copies of awards.-A fee of Rs. 2/· is payable 
for each certified copy of an award. 

(2) Stamp Duties.-Stamp duties arc to be paid in all cases 
in accordance with the scale of stamp duties for the time being 
imposed by law. 

(3) Filing Awards.-A fee of Rs. 8/- to the Chamber in 
addition to the Court fees on the scale for the time being in 
force is payable by the party requiring the award to be filed. 

(4) Single Arbitrator."-A Single Arbitrator shall be paid 
double fees, namely, the fees payable hereunder to two Arbi
trators. 

(5) Piece goods Arbilrations.-

(a) For contracts involving inspection of only one qunlity 
of cloth:-

For quality, etc., Rs. 64/- for each Arbitrator or 
Umpire; 

*A~ amended ll1/ Uw OommiUcc 011 tSfh I;cbrttat'!J1!1.f.7, - I 
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For Mildew, Rs. 64/· for each Arbitrator or 

Umpire. 

(b) For contracts involving inspection of ranges of cloth: 

For quality, etc. 

For first quality, Rs. 64/- for each Arbitrator or 

Umpire; 

For each additional quality. Rs. 8/- for each Arbi

trator or Umpire. 

For Mildew, Rs. 64/- for each Arbitrator or 

Umpire. 

(c) Tn all piece-goods arbitrations involving measur_ement 
of lengths and or widths the fee for each ArbJtr~tor 
or Umpire is hereby prescribed to be ~s. 80 I~ subJect 
to the proviso that the Committee may m specml ca~es 
at their absolute discretion prescribe and determme 

for the time being the amount of the fe~ payable to 
each arbitrator or Umpire in cases of tlus nature. 

(d) Tn all other piece-goods arbitrations, whether involv

ing examination of goods or not the am~unt ~f the 

fee payable to each arbitrator or. umpl~e WJ\1 t~~ 
prescribed and determined for the tune bemg by 

Committee for cases of this nature. 

(e) T addition to these charges an Institution Fee of 
;s. 60/- is payable to the Tribunal in all cases where_ 
one or both parties is or arc a member or J~em?ers of 
the Chamber or of any Association workmg ll1 con
nection with the Chamber under Article 56(d)* of the 
Articles of Association of the Chamber; but where 
neither party is a member of the Chamber or of any 
A . f n working in connection with the Chamber' 
a:s~~~:i~:tion Fcc of Rs. 80/- is payable, _provided 

. articular abritration the Committee may 
that 1n an_y P . 'b and determine that a fcc 
in their dJscretJon pres:~ ~gurcs but subject to a 

exce~ding thf 'R afo2~~~~~ shall be payable. 
max1mt1m o 5· 

.J...f011~ A1~1iele 66(•1) 
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(6) Jute arbitrations inroll'ing i11.1pcction of jute. ·-A fcc: 
of Rs. 30/- is of c;1ch arbitntlor or 
and when more or marks or deli\ eric\ of 
arc C\amincd under the same contract a fcc of Rs. 40/- for each 
further quality, or mnrk, or delivery. examined in excess of two 
qua_litics or marks, or deliveries. is in respect of cnch 

~~~~~:~~~~~ra~~o~:~1:irc in addition to t11c fcc of Rs. /\0/-. and 
a sum not exceeding Rs. I 18/- will 

be charged together ~uch sum to CO''l:r all incidental ex-
penses connected with selection ;md of itS 

may be prescribed and determined for the being the 
Committee for cnscs of this nntnrc. 

(7l. Jute arbitratiom not invo!ving inspection of jute.-
ln all JUte arbitrations not examination of jute a f~:c 
of R~. 80/- is to each or umpire provided 
th~!l m nny arbitration th~: Committee for ol 
tlHS nature may in their discretion prc~cribc and determine that 
n fcc exceeding Rs. 801- shall be pay;1blc to each nrbitmtoi 
or umpire. 

. In addition to these cimrgcs an Institution Pee of Rs. ROl
lS payable to the Tribunal in cases whc1·c one or both parties is 
~r arc a m_cmbcr or members or the Chnmbcr or of :1ny- /\:;-;n.:i:1-
ll0n _worbng in connection with the Chnmbcr under /niclc 
Sfi.(cl)·' of the Articles of Associntion of the Chamber· but ;,;here 

:~~~~~h~~o:~~:;~~ ii~ a mcmh~1· of t:1c Chamber or or a1~y As~oci;!· 
"" 1 connection w1th the Chc•rnbcr an inqitution 

Fcc_ of _Rs. 1201- is pnynblc. provided that in <my ]Xlrticubr 
<lrbJtrat!On _the Commiucc may in their discrcti<'n 

'.!nd_ dctcrmlnc that a fcc cxc~:cding the nforcsaid fi!!Lil"l'\ hut 
subJ~:cl to a maximum of Rs. 250/- shall be pnyablc~ 

Gun~lY. Arbitmtion\· inrnll•ing i/1.\pcc/ion of r>oodl·.-

. gt~nmes nrc examined a fcc of Rs. 80/- is pa~~lblc in 
respect ol each arbitrator or umpire. 

(9) Gunny Arbitmtions not inFoh'ing iii.I"/!['Ction of <>oods.

_!~~~~~~--arl~i~::iot:s __ 1101 involving cx~lmin<llion ,~'1 )..'OOds 

"Non•A,·tidp(:{.( 11) 
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a fcc of Rs. 80/- is paynble to each nrbitrator or umpire pro
vided that in any pnrticular arbitration the Committee for cases 
of this nature may in their discretion prescribe nnd determine 

that a fcc exceeding Rs. 80/- shnll be paid to each arbitmtor 
or mnpirc. 

In nddition to these chnrgc~ nn Institution Fcc of Rs. SOl

is pnynblc to the Tribunal in cnscs where one or both 
or arc a member or members of the Clwmbcr or of nny 
tion working in connection with the Chamber under Article 
56(d)* of the Articles of Associntion of the Chamber; but where 
ncitl1cr is a member of the Chamber or of nny Associa-
tion in connection with the Chnmbcr, an Institution 
Fee of Rs. 1201- is provided thnt in any pmticula1 
arbitration the may in their discretion prescribe 
<Jnd determine thnt a fcc exceeding the aforesaid Ogurcs but 
subject to a maximum of Rs. 250/- shall be pnyablc. 

(]0) Other Arbitrations.-ln nl\ other arbitrations whether 
involving the examination of goods or not. or in those involv
ing consideration of documents only. the amount of the fcc 
payable in respect of cnch arbitmtor or Umpire will be prescribed 
and determined for the time being by the Committee for cases 
of this nature. 

In addition nn Institution Fcc of Rs. 80/- is pnyablc to the 
Tribunal in cnscs where one or both parties is or arc n member 
or members of the Chamber or of any Associntion working in 
connection with the Chnmbcr under Article 56(dJ* of the Articles 
of Associntion of the Chamber; but where neither 
member of the Chamber or of any Association 
ncction with the Chamber, an Institution Fcc of Rs. is 
paynblc, provided that in nny particulnr arbitration the Com
mittee may in their discretion prescribe and determine that n 
fcc exceeding the aforesaid figures but subject to a maximum 

of Rs. 250/- shall be paynblc. 

(] 1) Settled nr withdrawn cases.-Tn cases where the 

party instituting n reference desires to withclr~~-~~-a Co~t
-----~-~-·~iiaTcG!i(,1) 

nc-38 
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has been constituted the Institution Fee only will be charged but 
if a Court has been constituted before the application to with
draw the rcrercnce has been received by the Registrar then full 
Institution Fee and <~rbitrutors' fee will be payable. 

(12) Retumcd coscs.-!n cases in which the Court decides 
that it has no jurisdiction to act and refuses to proceed with a 
reference to it, one half of tlw Institntion Fcc with 
arbitration fees and any legal or other costs expenses 
incurred by them, will be payable. 

XXXV. The Committee of the Chamber shaH have the 
power to alter, modify or vary th~ foregoing tnblc of fees from 
to time. 

Indemnity of Arbitrators. 
XXXVI. 

proceeding whntcver ngainst the 
for or in respect of any matter or 
under these rules nor any suit or 

enforcement of the award) ngainst the other party. 

Notices. 

the case of any person who has no 
bui who is represented by an agent 
India, 
that o[ 

XXXVIII. The marginal notes shall not afTcct the 
constmction hereof. 

XXXIX. These rules shall come into operation as on and 
from the first lay of March 1941 and sktll to all 

All 

~;i// 
:i&lL.___, ____ _ 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY. 

RULES FOR SURVEYS. 

In these rules the following wmds have the following 
meanings:~ 

(a) "Chamber" means the Bengal Chamber o[ Commerce 

(b) "Members" means the mel!lbers lor the time being of 
the Chambe! 

(c) means the Secretary for the time being 

(dl "Applicant" shall include an individual, a firm or a 

Company. 

members. 



< 3oo ) 

returns as the Chamber slwl! from time to time require and gcrtc
rally take such steps as nwy be to enable the Surveyors 
und/or Umpire to carry out their 

5. No survey shall be held on any goods which have been 
the subject matter of a prcvi0us survey under these Rules 

shall have the right in his sole discretion 
for survey witl,out assigning any 

7. If no survey is held by virtue of Rule~ 5 or 6 the 
shal! inform the accordingly within seven days or 

and return any fees deposited with him 

for Sllrvcy the 

appoint in writing two 

may uppcar to have of the subject matter of 
the and not appoint any person who for any reason 
within knowlcdgs would not be a proper to act as 
Surveyor or Umpire wovidcd always that the if he is 
for any reason of opi11ion that 
in accordance with this Rule can 

0"' 
be 

such appointment. The appoint
be made within seven dnys from the 

appointed 
hereof shall not 

insist upon such information given to him but it shalt be 
in the sole discretion of the Secretary to decide whether such 
information shall be given or not. 
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9. If either of the 
if he or they die, or become 
shall ~ppoinl<l new Surveyor or Surveyors in 
for in Rule 8. 

10. The if unanimous in their opinion, ~hall 
to the Secretary within kn days o[ 
as Surveyors or on or before any 

Surveyors by them 
the report. 

them. On 

llt)min2te an to be matter of 
may appear to have practical knO\vlcdgc of the 
the wrvcy and whose consent to act shall be . by the 

The shall thereupon proceed wllh the survey 
rl!les. 

12. The Surveyors or Umpire shall inspect the _goods or 
what they or he in their or his sole di~crction sha!l con~lder to b~ 

of them at such place and tunc as the 
shall produce at 

and comply 

IJ. When goods for which un 
has be~n made thes<.:: rules arc 

Secretary has reason to believtco l~l!~; a ret!~~ ~~crctary furnish him 

~:;1111~ ~~~~n~~~~~~10 r vcs~c~~JJI wJ1ich arc to be shipped 

so that this may be imcrtcd in the 



fuils to furnish to with the 
under .Rule 13 the Secretary have the 

right to withhold the ccr!il!cate to be granted under Rule !5 
hereof until such time: a~ the informution asked (or is supplied. 

16. After the certificate has been sent to the applicant no 
further communications will be entered into between the 
cam and the Chambc:r in connection with the decisions 
therein. 

or dilfcrcnccs relating tv SIJCh goods. 

18. The applicant shall ns and when demanded by the 
Sccrc!ary all fees, charges expenses incitlcn!al to the smvey 
and the certificate i~sued thereon according to the scale pres
cribed, for the time being, by the Committee o[ the Chamber. 

SCALE OF FEES, 

GeneraL-In all 
shall be prepaid. The 

the institution fcc and survey fees 
shall be cntitlet.! to allow fees and 

connected with selection :llld carriage of samples 
Mcnsurcrs' Department charges, conveyance hire, cost 

of legal or technical advice or of any 

surveyor or surwyors or and when goods arc 

at premises other than those of the Chamber, such additional 
fees not exceeding double the prescribed fees of nny particular 
application for every attendance at such other premises, ancl any 
other incidental expen~es and c!Mrges in connection with or 

out of the application or report as the Chamber shall in 
think fit. 
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Copies of Papers.-Certificd . copies of of 
papers may be supplied at a co~t of s1x ann~s a of 90 _words 
(seven figures to one word). The ConumHee may consH.ler a 
reduction of rate only in special cases. 

Certified Copy of Report.--A fee of Rs. 2/- is payable 
for each certified copy of a report. 

a equal to half inqitution 
will be but if a ~urveyor or surveyors shall h:1ve been 
appointed before the withdrawal of th_e . is received 
by the Secretary, then the full In~titutwn wlll be 
In cases where a or surveyors have been 
notice of withdraw:ll of 
in writing to the Secretary suilkient time to enable 
ordinary comse of business to iEform tlv~ sur\'eyor or 
of such withdrawal and if the surveyor or surveyors have 
notice or withdrawal proceeded to the appointed of survey 
a survey shall be deemed te have been carried out accordanc~ 

with the Rules and the fees chargc<tbk hctnmder by a surveyOI 
or surveyors shall not tmdcr any drcumstanc-::s be r~hmdable 

A single surveyor ~!mil be entitled to a douhlc sc\ of fees, 
namely, the fees cha"fgeable hercunckr by two Surveyors. 

Piece-goods surveys.-For involving the 
in~pecti•m oi" od} on:: qunlily of 

For quality, etc. Rs. 64 for each ~urveyor or umpire 

For mildew Rs. 64 '' 

FOr npplieations involving the inspection of ranges of doth : 

For quality, etc. 

for first quality or assortment Rs. (i4 for each surveyor 

or umpire; 

for each additional quality or ;lssortmcnt Rs. 8 for each 

surveyor or umpire ; 

For mildew Rs. 64 for each surveyor or umpire. 
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surveys involving the measurement of 
lengths widths the fcc for each surveyor or umpire is 
hereby prescribed to be Rs. 80 subject to the that the 
Comrni!tcc cases at their rJiscrction 
prescribe nnd for the time being the amount of the 
fcc pnyablc to each surveyor or umpire in cases of this nature. 

Tn all other piece-goods surveys the amount of the fee 
payable to cnch surveyor or umpire will be prescribed and deter
mined for the time being by the Committee for c.:~scs of this 
nature. 

all Ca3cs where the npplicant is a member 
; but where the applicant is not n member of the 

Chamber an Institution Fcc of Rs. 64 is pnyablc. 

Gunny Surveys.-\Vherc arc surveyed a rce of 
Rs. 80 is paynblc in respect of surveyor or umpire. 

In addition an Institution Fcc of 64 is payable to the 
Chamber in cnscs where the is a member of the 
Chamber ; but where the is not a member of the 
Chamber an Institution Fcc Rs. SO is payable. 

Surveys of Oileeeds, Foodstuffs, etc.-Where oilsceds, 
foodstuffs, etc., arc surveyed the following fees will be payable:-

UP to Up 10 Up to 
and over 

Sampling only- 500 tons 750 tons 1,000 tons 
Rs. Rs. R,. 

Each 32 48 64 
Chamber 48 48 48 

Sampling ami analysing-

Each 40 56 72 Chamber 48 48 48 Analysing only-
Each surveyor 16 16 16 Chamber fee 48 48 48 
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Surveys of Oils.-

Up to Up to 

8,000 gals. 15,000 gals. 

Rs. Rs. 

Sampling only 32* 48' 

48 48 

(l) The two scale o[ fees . 
applicable to all surveys on mls, 
stu!fs exported. 

Up to 
and over 

25,000 gals. 
and over 

Rs. 

64"-

48 

(3) If a parcel is being shi_ppc~ in .1b~/~~~01~~~a~~~r ~~~~ 
different ports of clcstmal!~n, 11 1 I~ for the whole 
shipper to require one avcJ,tge san p 

parcel. 

Sampling of Sugar--

Up to 100-500 bags Over 500 bags 

100 bags 

Sampler 

Chamber fcc 

Rs. 

32 

48 

It~. 

48 

48 

Rs. 

an allowance at the rate of plus, where travelling is involved, 

6 as per mile. . 

lers.-Unlcss the CJrcumst~nccs 
Note-Number of =~r~; drawn by one sampler nppomted 

are exceptional, samples\ 
by the Chamber. 

BC-39 
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Survey of Tea cheste.-

NOt. exceeding Not_ exceeding Not exceeding- EquiynJent of 
eqmvnlcnl:. of cqmvalent of Cl!Ui\•n.lcnt of chests cxceed-

500 chests 1,000 chests 2,000 chests ing 2,000 
chests 

Hs. Re. 
----------- --------
Ench But'

vcyor 

Chamber 
Fee-

~!::her} 

Non- ~ Member 
CltH!fl 

48 

48 

80 

I 

04 96 

48 48 

so 80 

90 

for firH~ 2,000 
chests, 11nd 
an additional 
Bs. 5 for each 
1,000 chcflts 
or part. there-
of over 2,000 
chests. 

48 

80 

Other Surveys.-In all other surveys the amount of the 
f~ payable in res~ect of each surveyor or umpire will be prcs
cnbed and determmed for the time being by the Committee. 

An Institution Fcc of Rs. 48/- is payable in cases where the 
~pplicant is a member of the Chamber; but where the applicant 
IS not a member the amount of the Institution Fcc payable will 
be prescribed and determined for the time being by the Committee 
for such cases subject to a maximum of Rs. 200/-. 

By the order of the Committee of the 
BENGAl. CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Secretary. 

c soi ) 

tRIBUNAL OF ARBITRATION & SURVEY DEPARTMENT 
PIECE.(l00DS. 

MnMo:-Under the provisions of the relative Rules the 
following list of members and assistants to members who arc 
willing to serve to constitute the Tribunal of Arbitration and the 
Chamber's Panel of Surveyors in matters relating to piece-goods, 
and yarn for the year 1952-53, is circulated for the information 
of members. 

NAMES. 

MR. l. A MACPHERSON 

E. WINPENNY 

G. J. K. HOOK 

F. M. WILLAN 

J. E. TEW 

A. K. GHOSH 

H. R HALL 

F. X. PINTO 

MADAN MOHAN 

FIRMS-

l Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen & 
j Co., Ltd. 

Anderson, Wright, Ltd. 

The Bombay Co., Ltd. 

Greaves Cotton & 
Crompton Parkinson, 
Ltd. 

Grahams Trading Co., 
(India) Ltd. 

Rallis India, Ltd. 

Jardine Handerson, 
Ltd. 
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TRIBUNAL 0~ ARBITRATION & SURVEY DEPARTMENT: JUTE & .GUNNIES, 1952~53. 

MEMO :-Under .~he provisions o£ the relative Rules the following list of persons who are willing to serve 
to constitute the TribUnal of Ar~itration. and Cha:nber's ·Panel of Surveyors. in _matters- relati~g to g~neral trade 
questions, quality, e(c., of jute, JUte cuttmgs and JUte manufactured goods, IS cuculated for mformatlon. 

Firms. Arbitrators, 

Messrs. Albion, Lothian & New 
Central Jute Mills Co,, Ltd. / Mr. S. C. Eararia .l\Iill Salesman 

,, Anderson, \Vright, Ltd. ,, J. H. E!li, Shipper 

Anukul Chandra Saba & Co. I , Anukul Chandra Saha Kutcha Baler 

, Asiatic Jute Co. 

( 

Bi<d & Co., Ltd. . .. I i 
F. W. Heilgers & Co., Ltd.<( 

1 

II 
II 

., Ladhuram Khait!ln, 

G. D. Crockatt 
D. W. Gold 
S. L. Gold 
C. Gow 

, C. F. Henry 
,, \V. F. Howe 
, ]. Johnston 
, T. B. Kidd 
, 0. W. Lugg 
, , \V. Prophet 

W. D. Phillips 
A. L. Scott ll " 

Mes<;rs. Birla Jute Manu~~~~~~~ {I ~~·- .fetajS~~~da 

Blackwoods, India, Ltd. .. 

Calcutta Jute Agency, Ltd. 

Chandmal Dhannalal 

Chhatumal Chouthmil 

,. Chhogmal Ratanlall. 

Dalur.un Goganma\1 

Hamirmull Champalall 

W. F. Ducat & Co. 

\V. B. Cochran 
H. l'. Stewart 

A. B. Smith 

Balchand Patni 

Dhawarlal K,ankaria 

Madanlall Kala 

, Goganmall Agarwala 

, Champalall Baid 

.. ~· " 
D. A. Carstairs 
B. Meyer 
H. Workman 

Shipper, Kutcha & 
Pucca Baler 

Mill Salesman 

Baler & Shipper 
Mill Salesman 

Mill Salesman 

Shipper 

" 
Kutcha Baler 

Kutcha & Pucca 
Baler 

Pucca Baler 

Broker 

1-Gunnles: General Trade Questions-e.xcluding Qt¥J.lity. 
2-Jute: General Trade Questions-excluding Quality. 

i=?u~~~es Kut~~al~~e~'g~~~~;n:~~~~; Condition. 
5-Jute: Pucca bales-Quality and/or Condition. 
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Firms. 

Messrs. Thos. Duff & Co,, 
(India) Ltd. 

r 

···r 
]. C. Do.ffus & Co., Ltd .... 

, Duncan Bros. & Co., Ltd. { 

Eastern Jute Baling Co., Ltd. i 
,, Phulchand Manickchand Ltd. 

G. A. Georgiadi & Co. 

•• Gillanders Arb~~~oLt! ... { 

Arbitrators. 

., J. B. Braid 
, G. D. Butchart 
, A. Clark 
,. J. Grieve 
, D. W. McKay 

T. E. Pitkeathly 
J, B. Smith. 

, ]. G. \Valton 
, P. Williams 

N. S. Kuthari 

T. Sommerville 
, ]. A. Scott 

, K. F. G. Stronach 

, R. G. Wetherall 

,, Manickchand Jain 

G. A. Georgiadi 

, T. Forbes 
D. Johmlon 

Mill Salesman 

Pucca Baler & 
Shipper 

Mill Salesman 

Kutcha & Pucca 
Baler 

Kutcha Baler 

Broker 

Mill Salesman 

Classification. 

4. 5. 6. 
I, 2, J, 4, 5, 6. 
4. 5. 6. 
4. 5. 6. 
4, 5. 6. 
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4. 5. 6. 
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4· 
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2, 4. 6. 
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).fe::srs. W. Haworth & Co. , ( , H. A. Luke 

\I ~Ir. T. I. Farquharson 

A. & S. Eenry & Co., Ltd. ., A. B. G. Paton 

l' .. , Hoare Miller & Co., Ltd .... ( 
F, L. Puckridge 
H. L. Robertson 
D. Duncan-Smith 

, Imperial Chemical. Industries, 
India Ltd. . .. I , G. R. R. Bro\\'n 

,, Innes Watson & Co. I , ]. A. Benjamin 

, Indarchand Bothra , Indarchand Premsukh 

., jaiki;handa. H"iki;handa; I ., Sohanlall "u!l 

,. James Finlay & Co., Ltd. ,, G. 0. Arton t 'I ., A. I. "uri;on 

, G. Gardner 

{ Kutcha Baler 
& Broker 

Shipper 

Broker 

Kutcha & Pucca 
Baler 

Kutcha Baler 

Mill Salesman 

Shippe'; 
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Firms. 

Me£HS. Jardine Henderson, Ltd, 

, Jauhari_lal Kanehialal 

., Jlmmarmal Jaichnndlal 

JolJarmal Champalal 

r ... 1 
l 

:i\Ir,]. L. Foulis 
, D. A. Grant 
,. J, H. Gray 
, ]. I. Jamieson 

Arbitrators. 

P. B. McLaren 
, G. Stevenson 

C. D. Thorn 
D. A. Thomson 

,. R. B. Hynd 

,, Suwala\] Jain 

,. Jaichandlal Bagrha 

Mangilal Saraogi 

Kanehialal Lol1ia 

.. I 
... i Kanchialal Lohia 

Kettlewell Bullen & Co., Ltd. I' , A. W. Matl1ers 

King Brothers ... { ;: ~: }: . p;~~~hdl 

Ludlow Jute Co .. Ltd. 

,, Lalchand Deepchand 

:\lessrs. Landalc & Clark, Ltd. 

La1Hlalc & :\!organ 

Louis Drey·fus & Co., Lld. 

I ,, Kenneth Cornish 

, Ralchand Gangwal 

::O.Ir. J. A Pcan;on 

1! .. . (I 
H. R. :\laconacl11e 
H. A. Style 
R. J. \V. Lugg 

., J. S.~ 0. Hesse 

~: ,. A. G. AJam'>on 
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. ·;! , J. A •• lro_n'>. l.j , H. L. \Vtlk1c 

r\ .. ~--~~-.(~~~~::1 
Macneill & Barry, Ltd ... -{ 1 ]. 11. Parson;; II .. L. F. T~lOIUSO!l 

l: .. J. S. Qum 

,, A. l\1. Mair & Co., Ltrl. 
r 1 :: i. ~-. ~;()~~~~.,t .. ·ll .. R. ). W•l<on 

., R. J. Crow 

1fi!l Salesman 

Classification. 

I, 2, 3, 4, S, 6. 
3. 4. 6. 
3. 4. s. 6. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 . 
r, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

;: :: 6~' 4, 5, 6. 
3, 4, 6. 

Kutcha Baler I 4· 

4· 

4· 

Kutcha & Puccal 
Baler & Shipper! 2, 4, s, 6. 

:Mill Salesman 

Broker 

l\.Jill Sale5man 

Kutcha Baler 

Kutcha Baler 

Broker 

Shipper 

}.lil\ Salesman 

Broker 
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2, 4. 5. 6. 

4· 

4· 
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2 • 4· s. 6. 

. 4, s. 6 . 

I, 2, 3., 4, 5, (). 
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4. 5, 6. 
4. 5. 6. 
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Firms. 
Arbitrators. Classification. 

Messrs. McLeod & Co., Ltd. 

( Mr. W . .M. Clark I , A. T. Doig 
A. A, Lawson 

, D. H. McCraw 
-<( , R. H. Morrison 

I " ~-R~~:rtson l ,, A. Speed 

D. L. Millar & Co., Ltd. . .. N. S. McArthur 

Kanoria Ltd. 

Moran & Co., Ltd. 

, R. K. Kanoria 

(; ,, S. :\Ian~sseh 
'1' ,, B. B. Simpson 

}fill Salesman I .. 2, ,. 4. s. 6. 

Shipp~ 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
1,3. 

Mill Salesman I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
4, 6. 
'· 2, 3. 4, s. 6. 
4. 6. 
4, 6. 

Pucca Baler & 
Shipper 2, 4. s. 6. 

Pucca Baler 2, 4. s. 6. 

Broker 2, 4-

, Mugneeram Bangur & Co. ... 1 ,, Luxminarain Mundra . 
4, s. 6. 

Kutcha Baler 2, 4· 
Multanmul Kisbanlal 

M ytton Wallace & Co, 

Nathmall Sethi & Co. 

Nawrangrai Nagarmal 

Messrs. Onkarmull Jwalaprasad 

Pratabmull Rameswar 

Premchand Jute Mills, Ltd {I· 
Premsukh Pannalal .. 

, , Kishanlal Kankaria 

, D. H. Ferguson 

, Nathmal Sethi 

, Nagarmal Ajitsaria 

l\Ir. Madanlal Pandya 

Ranglal Bagaria 

B. K. Roy 
S. C. Roy 

., Rallis India, Ltd. 
n .. .., 

Kishanlal Saraogi 

T. D. Apostolides 

P. K. Flangmi 
A. K. Abdou 
P. I .. Drollas 
C. M. Keddie l 
DeYi Prasad Goenka 

, Ramdutt Ramkissendass 
L. P. Goenka 

4· 

Broker' 2, 4· 

Kutcha Baler I 2, 4· 

Kutcha & Pucca ! 
Baler , 2, 4, 5, G. 

Kutcha Baler ! 4· 

].{ill Salesman, I 
Pucca & Kutcha: 
Baler 4, 5, 6. 

Mill Salesman 

Kutcha Baler 

Pucca & Kutcha 

I 2 • 4• 5, 6. 
I 4. s. G. 

2, 4· 

~~ler, Shipper I i.' l: ~; G. 

Shi;,P" II:: l 
" 1,3. 

Kutcha & Pucca 
Baler & Mill1 

K~~~C:m~ Pucca: I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

Baler 1 2, 4. 5, 6. 
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Firms. 
Arbitrators. 

Classification. 

Messrs. Ratanlal Kanahaiyalal 

,, Sethi & Sons 

Slmw Wallace & Co. 

Shiva Jute Baling, Ltd. 

Shree Hanuman Ba!ings, Ltd. 

Hulaschand Rupchand 

Moolchand Jhumarmal 

lHr. Tilokchand Chopra 

S. L. Sethia 

H. P. Leeming 

, Kcdarnath Bajoria 

,, l\Iohanlal Nopany 

,, Manickchand Bokaria 

I , Moo!chand Barjatiya 

rl , \\'. \V. Duncan 

Sinclair Murray & Co., Ltd.-( 1 , T. B. Eller 
J. , D. Kei!ier 

,. Surajmul Ganeshiram 

Thanmull Kanmull 

l , \V. T. MacEwan 

I, , Mukhalal Khaitan 

I , Surajmull Sekhani 

,, ]. D. MacDonald 
Messrs.]. Thomas & Co,, (Jute & \ , D. M. :Mclntoo;h 

r I Mr. L. D. Ev!son 

Gunnies) Ltd. ... -( ., S. C. F. P1erson 

I , \V. S. Scott 
, ,, J. Smith ll , G. l\1. Gay 

I , Gajraj Saraog1 

{ , , M. Fleming 
( \ ]. C. K. Watson 

Tolaram Nathmall 

W. J. Walker & Co. 

R. N. Adams 

. I J. S. Coventry 
J. E. Gailoway 
W. E. C. Grant , Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd. . .. ~ 

l 
li" 

Morg:m Walker & Co, 

G. C. :MacLean 
H. Middleton 
\V. B. Moncur 
K. E. Tosh 

D. N. Ghose 
R. N. Ghosa 

Pucca Baler 
2 • 4, 5, 6. 

Kutcha & Pucca 
Baler 1 2, 4, 5, 6. 

Shipper 

Pucca Baler 

. Pucca Baler & 

1,3. 

2, 4, s. 6. 

Shipper / 2, 4, 5, 6. 

Kutcha & Pucca 
Baler 

4· 
Kutcha Baler 

4· 
Pucca & Kutcha 

Baler & Shipper1 2, 4, 5, 6. 
2, 4, ;;, 6. 
2, 4. s. 6. 
2, 4, s. 6. 

Kutcha Baler 14· 
Pucca Baler & 

Shipper 4, 5, 6. 

Broker 

Kutcha & 
Baler 

Broker 

1 '· •· s, 6. 
I 2, 4, 6. 

4. 6. 
II. 
,1. 

I'· 4. s. 6. 
'1, 
I 

Puccal 
I 2, 4 

12,4. 
4. s. 6. 

Mill Salesman 3, 4· 6. 
3, 4· 6. 

Broker 

I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
3, 4· 6. 
3. 4· 6. 
3. 4· 6. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 6. 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

4· 
4· 
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TRIBUNAL OF ARBITRATION & SURVEY 
DEPARTMENT' MISCELLANEOUS GOODS. 

MEMo:-Thc following list of members and assistant~ to 
members who are willirlg to serve to constitute the Tribunal of 
Arbitration and the Chamber's Panel of Surveyors in connec
tion with Miscellaneous Goods, for the year 52-53, is circulated 
for the information of members of the Chamber. 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
, N. B. Adhikari 

J. H. Marsden 
, I. P. Young 

Mr. C. Vickers 

, J. Canna( 

Capt~ A. Jack 
Mr. L. A. Clarke 
,, S. G. Hooper 

Mr. T. G. Baldwin 
S. F. Brown 

, R. J. Moue 

, T. W. Kir-kwood 

Mr. J. Connal 

ACIDS 

Messrs. Smith Stanistrect & Co., Ld. 

Bengal Chemical & Pharma
ceutical Works, Ld. 

Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

ALUMINIUM GOODS 

Messrs. The Aluminium Manufactur
ing Co., Ld. 

Turner Morri!.on & Co., Ld. 

ANCHORS & CHAINS 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
, Jessop & Co., Ld. 
, , Martin Burn Ld. 

ANTIMONY. 

Messrs. The Eyre Smelting Lei. 

do. 
, British Metal Corpn. (India) 

Ld. 
do. 

ASBESTOS 

Mes!.rs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

Mr. J. Connal 
ASBESTOS (M•nafllc:tured) 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

Mr. J. s. 0. Hesse 
G. F. Marriner 
1. Sternfeld 
P. L. Drollas 
D. M. Melecos 

B. M. Sarafis 

Mr. J. 0. Bogh 
M. Hrcbik 

.. W. R. Monk. 

Mr. A. D. Cattanach 
Col. C. J. Avctoom 
Mr. M. Pmakot 

Col. C. J. Avctoom 
Mr. D. Hackney 

L.A. Clarke 
, J. L. Wilson 

Mr. A. D. Cattanach 
N. B. Adhikari 

1. P. Young 
Dr. E. C. Fairhead 

( 3IU l 

BARLEY. 

Messrs. Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 

BARYTES. 

do. 
Rallis India Ld. 

do. 
do. 

Messrs. British Paints (India) Ld. 

BEES WAX. 

Sepulchre Brothers (India) Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld . 

Messrs. Smith Stanistrcct & Co .. Ld. 

BELTING. 

Roberts McLean & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

Messrs. Roberts McLean & Co., Ld. 
, McGregor & Balfour, Ld. 
, Jessop & Co., Ld. 
, , Lewis & Tylor Ld, 

BLEACHING FOWDER. 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co., Ld. 
Bengal Chemical & Pharama

ceutical Works, Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
Imperial Chemical Industries 

(India), Ld. 

BOBBIN & BOBBIN END. 

Col. C. J. A veto om 
Mr. D. Hackney 

, G. H. Hastings 

Messrs. Roberts McLean & Co., Ld. 
McGregor & Balfour, Ld. 
Jmncs Warren & Co., Ld. 
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BOILER & STEAM-PIPE INSULATING MATERIALS. 

Mr. J. Connal 
, G. F. Mallitte 

Mr. J. Connal 
, J. W. High 
., M. Hrebik 

S.C. Tucker 

Mr. H. Curlender 
, P. L. Drollas 
, D. M. Melecos 
, B. M. Sarafis 
, S.M. Smith 

... Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd. 
Roberts McLean & Co., Ld. 

BOLTS & NUTS 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

BONE MEAL. 

Jessop & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld . 
Guest Keen Williams Ld. 

Messrs. S. Curlender & Co. 
, Rallis India Ld. 

do. 
do. 

Shaw Wallace & Co., Ld, 

BRASS & BRASS WARE 

Mr. J. Canna! 
, M. Parakot 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
, Sepulchre Brothers (India) Ld. 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION & CIVIL ENGINEERING 

Mr. B. B. Bhattacharjce 
, C. E. Cargin 

Messrs. Heatly Gresham Ld. 
Jessop & Co., Ld. 

BUILDING & DECORATING MATERIALS. 

Mr. A T. Ginzler 
W. R. Monk 

Mr. L. A. Clarke 
, M. Hrebik 

Capt A. Jack 
Mr. E. Winpenny 
,. I. A. Macpherson 

Messrs. Hently Gresham Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

CALCIUM CARBIDE. 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Brothers (India) Ld. 

CANVAS. 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd. 
Kettlewell Bullen & Co., Ld. 

do. 

Capt. A. Jack 
, Mr. J. L. Wilson 

Mr. L. G. Burns 

Mr. L. A. Clarke 
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CANVAS (Fire Haae) 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
Lewis & Tylor Ld. 

CEMENT PORTLAND. 

Messrs. Kaye Marden, & Co., 
(Eastern) Ld. 

CHAINS. 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 

CHEMICALS (Heavy & Fine). 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
Dr. E. C. Fnirhead 

Mr. H. B. M. Munro 

J. H. Marsden 
J.p. Young 
M. Hrebik 
N. B. _.Adhikari 

Mr. A. D. c. Burbidge 

Mr. B. N. Chakravarty 

c. J. Fielder 

Mr. A. D. Lawson 
, E. w. Robertson 
, s. G. Hooper 

RC--41 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co., L~. 
, Imperial Chemical Industnes 

(India), Ld. 
Kaye Marden, & Co., 

'' (Eastern) Ld. 
, Kilburn & Co., Ld .. 

COAL. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
Bengal Chemical & Pharma-

ceutical Works, Ld. 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 

COAL TAR & PITCH. 

Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Pharma
ceutical Works, Ld 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

CONCRETE MIXERS. 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
I-Ieatly & Gresham, Ld. 

:: Martin Burn Ld. 



Mr. G. W. Fuller 
, M. M. Hrebik 
, R. W. Wilson 

Mr. J. Connal 
., M. Hrebik 
, M. Parakot 
, R. J. Molle 

, T. W. Kirkwood 
, W. G Ferguson 
.. D. J. Mcintosh 

Mr. J. Connal 
.. J. K. Bose 
,, R: C. Sen 

Mr. D. E. Talati 
G. Cocali 

., I. A. Macpherson 
,, E. Winpenny 
•• J. M. Williams 

( 322 } 

CONDENSED MILK, 

Messrs. Nestles Products (India) Ltl. 

COPPER, 

Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
Nestles Products (India) Ld. 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld . 

do. 
,. British Metal Corpn. (India) 

Ld. 
do. 

The Indian Cable Co., Ld. 
do. 

CORRUGATED IRON. 

... Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 
, Martin Burn Ld. 

COTTON. 

' Messrs. Rallis India, Ld. 
do. 

, , Kettlewell Bullen & Co., Ld. 
do. 

Shaw Wallace & Co., Ld. 

CONVEYOR ELEVATING & POWER TRANSMISSION CHAINS. 

Mr. R. H. Brady 
, P. P. Jain 

Mr. H. C. Jones 
, H. K. S. Lindsay 
, W. R. Davis 
, M. Hrebik 

... Messrs. W. H. Brady & Co., Ld. 
Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

CROWN CORKS. 

Messrs. Metal Box Co. of India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

DIESEL & STEAM LOCOMOTIVES 

Mr. A. D. Lawson 
E J. Evans 

.~: E: G. Girting 
, G. E. Cater 
, M. H. Jenks 

Mr. A. B. CaUanach 
A. F. Allen 
H. B. M. Munro 

M. R. Snell 
A. Mcgee 
J. J. Yardley 

N. B. Adhikari 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
Guest Keen Williams Ld. 

" Martin Burn Ld. 
:: Heatly & Gresham Ld. 

Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 

DRUGS & MEDICINES. 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co . .' Ld. 
Glaxo Laboratories Undm) Ld. 
Kaye Marden & Co. (Eastern) 

Ld. 
Allen & Hanburys, Ld. 

do. 
Imperial Chemical Industries 

(India), Ld . 
'' Bengal Chemical & Pharma· 

ceutical Works, Ld. 

ELECTRICAL FITTINGS & SUPPLIES • 

Maj. K. c. Briggs 
Mr. L. R. Roberlson 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
, Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS & METERS. 

. Messrs. Jcs~~p & ~··1 ~Callender's Mr. A. D. Lawson " Bntlsh lr.su a c Cables Ld. 

, A. E. Whitmore Rallis India Ld . 

Maj. K. C. Briggs 
Mr. L. R. Robertson 

P. s. Thomas 

" Kilburn & Co., Ld. 
" Associated Instrument Manu· 

facturers (India) Ld. 

ELECTRICAL MACHINERY • 

Mr. A. D. Lawson 
A. E. Starkey 
C. M. Humfrey 

Maj. K. C. Briggs 
Mr. L. R. Robertson 

Messrs. Jessop & Co . .' Ld. 
Balmer Lawne & Co .• Ld. . 

" Associated Elcctrica(~~~~~st~~ 
Rallis India Ld. 
Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

----;.; 



I::LECTRICAL WIRES & CABLES. 

Mr. A E. Starkey 
, A. E. Whitmore 

D. J. Mcintosh 
, W. G. Ferguson 

Maj. K. C. Briggs 

Maj. K. C. Briggs 

Mr. L. A Clarke 
., P. P. Jain 

Mr. J. A Steven 

L. A Clarke 
., T. L. Nicholson 

Mr. 1. A. Steven 

,. T. L. Nicholson 

Mr. T. L. Nicholson 

Mr. A. R. MacGillivay 
,, J. Wilson 

Mr.J.M.Williants 
., P. L. Drollas 
., D. M. Mclecos 
, B. M. Sarafis 

Mr. M. Parakot 

Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 

., British Insulated Callender's 

Cables Ld. 
The Indian Cables Co., Ld. 

do. 
, Rallis India Ld. 

ELEVATING JACKS, 

... Messrs. Rallis India, Ld. 
,, Jessop & Co., Ld. 

Kilburn & Co., Ld . 

FIRE BRICKS, 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 
.. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
, Turner Morrison & Co., Ld . 

FIRE CLAY. 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

FLAX, 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
FLAX(Holo) 

Messrs. Roberts, McLean & Co., Ld. 
, Lewis & Tylor, Ld. 

FLOUR & BRAN. 

Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co., Ld . 
.. Rallis India, Ld. 

do. 
do. 

FURS RAW. 

... Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
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GINGER. 

Mr. M. Parakot Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

GLAND p ACKINGS FOR WATER & STEAM . 

Mr. A. c. Mukherjee 
G. F. Mallitte 
R. H. Brady 
T. L. Nicholson 

Mr. J. E. Tew 

Mr. G. F. Marriner 
J. s. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 
P. L. Drollas 
D. M. Melccos 
B. M. Sarafis 

Mr. M. Parakot 

Mr. L. A. Clarke 
, s. c. Tucker 

CoL C. J. Avetoom 
Mr. c. K. Milne 

Mr. J. Con11al 
J. W. High 

:: R. C. Sen 

Mr. s. c. Tucker 

Messrs. Don Watson & Co., Ld. 
Roberts McLean & Co., Ld. 
W. H. Brady & Co., Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

GLASS, 

Messrs. The Bombay Co., Ld . 

GRAM. 

Messrs. Rallis India, Ld. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

GRAPHITE ORE, 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

HARDWARE. 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
, Guest Keen Williams Ld. 

HIDES & SKINS. 

Messrs. Roberts Mclean & Co., Ld. 
Rallis India Ld. 

IRON. 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
, Jessop & Co., Ld. 
, , Martin Burn Ld . 

IRON MONGERY. 

Messrs. Guest Keen Williams, Ld. 



IRON ORE. 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. Mr. A. Selkirk 
,, T. W. Kirkwood British Metal Corpn. (India) ld. 

JUTE MILL STORES, 

Col. C. J .Avetoom Messrs. Roberts Mclean Co., Ld. 
Mr. D. Hackney ,, McGregor & Balfour Ld. 
, G. H. Hastings James Warren & Co., Ld. 

KAPOK 

Mr. B. 0. Meare Messrs. Shaw Wailacc & Co., Ld. 
, D. E. Talati Rallis India Ld. 
, G. Coclia do 

M. Hrebik Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
.. M. Parakot do 

KYANITE ORE. 

Mr. M. Parakot Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. <India) Ld. 
LAC (Shell, Stick & Bullon) 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
, G. C. Georgiades do 
,, J. Michael 
, J. P. Young 

J. Thomas & Co., Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

LEAD (Sheeting andPipce), 

Mr. J. Connal Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
LEAD {Antimonial) 

Mr. G. T. Baldwin Messrs. The Eyre Smelting Ld. 
S. F. Brown do 

,, R. J. Motte BritishMctalCorpn. (lndia)Ld. 
T. W. Kirkwood do 

LEAD INGOTS 

Mr. G. T. Baldwin Messrs. The Eyre Smelting Ld. 
.. S. F. Brown do 

D. 1. Mcintosh The Indian Cable Co., Ld. 
, R. J. Motte do 

T. W. Kirkwood do 

, M. Hirebik , , Sepulchre Bros. (lndia) Ld. 
.. M. Parakot do 

Mr. G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 
P. L. Drollas 
D. M. Melecos 
B. M. Sarafis 
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LENTILS, 

Messrs. Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do 
do 

Rallis India Ld. 
do 
do 

LIGHT RAILWAY MATERIALS. 

Mr. E. J. Evans 
, a. Vibart 

Messrs. Guest Keen Williams Ld. 
Heatly & Gresham Ld. 

LABORATORY APPARATUS. 

Mr. J. H. Marsden 
P. S. Thomas 

s. K. Chakravarty 

Mr. A. Selkirk 

Mr. A. D. Lawson 
E G. Girling 

:: J.· Connal 
.. J. Duley 

Maj. K. C. Briggs 

Mr. B. M. Snrafis 
D. M. Melecos 

:: P. L. Drollns 

Messrs. Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

LIMESTONE, 

Associated Instrument Manu· 
facturers (India) Ld. 

Bengal Chemical & Pharma
ceutical Works, Ld. 

... Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 

MACHINERY. (G•nerd) 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
Martin Burn Ld. 

:: Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

MAIZE. 

Hcatly & Gresham Ld. 
Rallis India Ld. 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do 
do 

MALT DIASTASE POVtDERS. 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
Messrs Smith Stanistreet & Co., Ld. 

----@L£ 
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MANGANESE ORE. 

Mr. E. B. Hall Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 
G. R. Richardson Naiional Carbon Co., (India) 

Ld. 
R. J. Motte British Metal Corp. Undia) Ld. 
T. W. Kirkwood do 

MILK POWDER. 

Mr. A. F. Allen Messrs. Glaxo Laboratories (India) Ld .. 
G. W. Fuller Nestle's Products (India) Ld. 
R. J. Wilson do 

" M. Hrcbik Sepulchre Bros. <India) Ld. 

MOTOR ACCESSORIES. 

Mr. B. A. Haroing Messrs. Smith Stanistrcct & Co., Ld. 

MOTOR CARS. 

Mr. H. N. Nicholls Messrs. Smith Stanistrect & Co., Ld. 

MYROBALAN. 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
, D. M. Melecos do. 
,. P. L. Drollas do. 

, J. S. 0. Hesse Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
,, G. F. Marriner do. 
, I. Sternfeld do. 

, M. Parakot Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld, 

Mr. E. B. Hall 

Mr. J. K. Bose 
J. Connal 

" J. w. High 
M. Hrebik 

Mr. C. J. Fielder 

MICA & MICA WASTE. 

... Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 

NAILS, 

Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

.. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

NAPTHALENE BALLS, 

... Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

Mr. B. M. Saralis 
D. M. Melccos 
P. L. Drollas 

J. S. O.Hcsse 
G. F. Marriner 
I. Sternfeld 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 

, P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
J. Sternfeld 
J. K. Gupta Roy 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
B. M. Saralis 
D. M. Meleco~ 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. s. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Saralis 
D. M. Melccos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. s. 0. Hesse 
1. Sternfdtl 

ac-42 
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NUTS (Ground.) 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

NUX VOMICA. 

do. 
Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 

do. 
do. 

Messrs. Smith Stanislreet & Co., Ld. 

OIL(C•utoJ"). 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co., Lli. 
Rallis India Ld. 

do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Bengal Chemical & Pharmn· 
(..'CI\tical Works, 

OIL (Groundnut). 

Mcssr.;. Smith Stanistrcct & Co., l.tl 
Rallis India Co. 

do. 
do. 

'' Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 

do. 
do. 

OIL{ICBpok). 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

do. 
" Louis Dreyfus & Co • I d 

do. 
do. 



Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Me\ecos 
P. L. Drollas 

.. G. F. Marriner 
, J. S. 0. Hesse 

I. Sternfeld 
·, W. R. Monk 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 
H. Furrow 
J. K. Ghose 
J. R. Scott 
J. Ball 

, J. S. 0. Hesse 
, G. F. Marriner 
.. I. Sternfeld 
.. L. G. Burns 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 

.. P. L. Drollas 
, G. F. Marriner 
, J. S. 0. Hesse 

I. Sternfeld 

Mr. H. Farrow 
J. R. Scott 

, J. Ball 
., L. G. Burns 

( 3!lV l 

OIL {Lilueed). 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co., Ld. 
Rallis India Co. 

do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

OIL(Miner•t). 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co., Ld. 

OIL(Muot•rd) 

Heilgcrs Oil Co., Ld. 
Don Watson & Co., Ld. 
Freedom Valvoline Oil Co. 
Gulf Oil (India) Ld. 
Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 

do. 
do . 

Kaye Marden & Co., (Eastern) 
Ld. 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 

do. 
do. 

, Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

OIL ~ Tr•ndarmer) 

Messrs. Heilgers Oil Co., Ld. 
Freedom Valvoline Oil Co. 
Gulf Oil (fndial Ld . 
Kaye Marden & Co. (Eastern) 

Ld. 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melccos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
I. S. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Me\ecos 
P. L. Drolias 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hes~c 
I. Sternfeld 

OIL CAKE (Caolar), 

Messrs. RaUb India LU. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld 
do. 
do. 

OIL CAKE (Linoeed). 

Messrs. Rullis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

OIL CAKE (Linaeed) ROTARY QUALITY • 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Me\ecos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. s. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co. 
do. 
do. 

OIL CAKE (R•pueed), 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

OPTICAL & SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS. 

Mr. P. S. Thomas Messrs. The Associated Instrument 
Manufacturers andial Ld. 



Mr. F. C. Kidd 
.. J. 0. Bogh 
, W. R. Monk 

Mr. W. R. Monk 

Mr. C. 1. E. Keene 
D. S. Birkbcck 

, L. Shuttleworth 

Mr. G. F. Marriner 
, J. S. 0. Hesse 
.. I. Sternfeld 
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PAINTS. 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 

British Paints (India) Ld . 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

PAINTS (Nitrq.Callaloa•}· 

... Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

PAPER 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ld. 

PADDY. 

Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 
Bird & Co., Ld. 

Messrs. Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

PEAS 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
D. M. Melecos do. 
P. L. Drollas do. 

G. F. Marriner Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
, J. S. 0. Hesse do. 

I. Sternfeld do. 

PERFUMES & ESSENCES 

Mr. J. K. Gupta Roy Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Phanna-

ceutical Works Ld. 

PERSPEX SHEETS 

Mr. J. Dick Messrs. Imperial Chemical lndustri~s 

Mr. B. N. Chakravarty 

,. C. J. Fiefder 

(India), Ld. 

PITCH 

Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Phanna
ceutical Works Ld. 

, Turner Morrison & Co., I.d. 
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POLYSTYRENE VIRGIN PELETS 

Mr. J. Dick 

Mr. A. B. Cattanach 

Messrs. Imperial Chemical Inc.lustrics 
(India) Ld. 

QUICK SILVER. 

Messrs. Smith Stanistreet & Co., Ld. 

RED & WHITE LEAD 

Mr. J. 0. Bogh 
w. R. Monk 

Messrs. British Paints (India) Ld. 
, Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

REFRIGERATORS (Domutic) 

Mr. G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 

Mr. M. Parakot 

Mr. B. M. Snrafis 
D. M. Melceos 

,. p. L. Droll as 

Mr. M. Parakot 
, w. E. R. Cornish 

Cnpl. A. Jack 
Mr. J. A. Steven 

w. E. R. Cornish 

, P. P. Jain 
.. L. A. Clarke 

Mr. J. 0. Bogh 
w. R. Monk 

Messrs. Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

REPTILE SKIN 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) L(l. 

RICE 

ROPES (Hemp) 

Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
, Bird & Co., Ld. 

ROPES (Wiu} 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

ROSIN 

Bird & Co., Ld. 
do. 

Kilburn & Co., Ld. 
Jessop & Co., Ld. 

Messrs. British Paints (India) Ld. 
, Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
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RUBBER (Hoaez & Pipe.) 

Mr. J. Dick Messrs. Imperial ChcmiC<ll Industries 
Undia) Ld. 

_, P. L. Bridge- Dunlop Rubber Co., (india) 
Ld. 

RUBBER (MaDufaclured) 

Mr. J. Dick Messrs. Imperial Chemical Industries 
(India) Ld. 

,, R. L. Bridge Dunlop Rubber Co., (India) 
Ld. 

RUBBER (Raw) 

Mr. J. Dick Messrs. Imperial Chemical Industries 
Hndia) Ld. 

, J. T. Finnis Dunlop Rubber Co., (India) 
Ld. 

, M. Hrebik Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

SALT. 

Mr. B. N. Chakravarty Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Plunma-

ceutical Works Ld. 
Dr. E. C. Fairhcad Imperial Chemical Industries 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
, G. C. Georgiades 

Mr. J. Canna! 
, L. A. Clarke 

M. Hrebik 
, , S. C. Tucker 

<India) Ld. 

SALTPETRE, 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

SCREWS, 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
Jessop & Co., Ld. 
Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
Guest Keen Williams Ld. 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
T. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 
P. L. · Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melccos 
P. L. Droilas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
1. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. s. 0. Hesse 
1. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
D. M. Melecos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. S. 0. Hesse 
I. Sternfeld 
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SEEDS (Cellor). 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

SEEDS {Cotton). 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

SEED (K:apol<), 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

SEED (Linoeed) 

do. 
Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld 

do. 
do. 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

SEED. (Mowa) 

do. 
Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld 

do. 
do. 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

,·: 
I: 
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Mr. B. M. Saralis 
D. M. Melccos 

, P. L. Drollas 
, G. F. Marriner 
, J. S. 0. Hesse 
, I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
, D. M. Melecos 
" P. L. Droll as 
,, G. F. Marriner 
" J. S. 0. Hesse 
, I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
, D. M. Mclccos 
,, P. L. Drollas 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
, D. M. Melecos 
" P. L. Droll as 
, G. F. Marriner 
, J. S. 0. Hesse 
., I. Sternfeld 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis 
,, D. M. Melecos 
, P. L. Droll as 
, G. F. Marriner 
, J. S. 0. Hesse 
, I. Sternfeld 
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SEED, (Mu.tard) 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

SEED. (Poppy) 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., I.d. 
do. 
do. 

SEED. (P•yllium) 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 
do. 

SEED. {Rape) 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

SEED (Til) 

do. 
Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 

do. 
do. 

.. Messrs. Rallis Indio Ld. 
do. 
do. 

Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ltl. 
do. 
do. 
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SEED (Other kiodo) 

Mr. B. M. Sarafis Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
D. M. Melecos do. 

,, P. L. Drollas do. 

Mr. R. R. Aitken 

Col. C. J. Avetoom 

Mr. E. J. Evans 
, J. K. Bose 
, J. Connat 

J. Davidson 
, J. W. High 

R. C. Sen 

Mr. M. Hrebik 
M. Parako1 
R. J. Motte 

T. W. Kirkwood 

Mr. B. N. Chakravarty 

SEWING COTTON, 

Messrs. The Central Agency Ld. 

SIZING MATERIALS. 

Messrs. Roberts Mclean & Co., Ld. 

STEEL. 

Messrs. Guest Keen Williams Ld. 
Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 

,. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

SLEEL (Hnrd) 

McGregor & Balfour Ld. 
Jessop & Co .• Ld. 
Martin Burn Ld. 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 
do. 

British Metal Corpn. (India) 
Ld. 

do. 

SPIRIT {GommerciRI) 

Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Plmrmn-
ceutienl Works Ld. 

SOLDERS & TIN ALlOY. 

Mr. G. T. Baldwin 
S. F. Brown 
L. A. Clarke 

BC-43 

Messrs. The Eyre Smelting Ld. 
,, do. 
, Jessop & Co., Ld. 



Mr. B. N. Chakravarty 

Dr. E. C. Fairhead 

Mr. M. Hrcbik 

Mr. J. Connat 
, J. Davidson 

" J. A. Steven 
, L.A. Clarke 

Mr. E. L Evans 
, J. Connal 
, , J. Davidson 
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SODA ASH, 

Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Pharma
ceutical Works Ld. 

Imperial Chemical Industries 
(India) Ld. 

,. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Lcl. 

STEEL. (Cutiag) 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
McGregor & Balfour Ld. 

, Bird & Co., Ld. 
Jessop & Co., Ld. 

STEEL {High Speed) 

Messrs. Guest Keen Williams Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

do. 

STEEL (Tanh & lmplemanb) 

Mr. J. Canna\ 
, J. Davidson 

Maj. K. C. Briggs 
Mr. R. H Heal 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
, McGregor & Balfour Ld. 

Rallis India Ld. 
Guest Keen Williams Ld. 

STRUCTURAL IRON&: STEEL WORK. 

Mr. C. E. Cargin 
,, W. W. Shearer 

Mr. B. N. Chakravarty 

M. Hrebik 
M. Parakot 

Mr. S. I<. Chakravarty 

, !.Williams 

Mess1·s. Jessop & Co., Ld. 
A. & J. Main & Co., Ld. 

SULPHUR 

Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Pharma
ceutical Works Lcl. 

, Sepulchre Bros. Ondiu) Lei. 
do. 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 

Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Pharma· 
ceutical Works Ld. 

, Allen & Hanburys Ld. 

Cap. A Jack 
Mr. G. H. Hastings 
,, J. H. Mursdcn 

Mr. J.B. Jrens 
R. J. E. WhiLworlh 
R. Livinning 

Mr. A K. J. Henderson 
J. A. Steven 
J. T. Ewig 

Capt. A. .lack 
Mr. J. Connal 

Mr. G. T. Baldwin 
s. F. Brown 

, R. J. Motte 

T. w. Kirkwood 

Mr. H. C. Jones 

1-1. 1(. s. Lindsay 
w. R. Davis 

Mr. G. T. Baldwin 
s. F. Brown 
J. Canna! 

TARPAULINS 

Messrs. Turner Morrb,on & Co., Ld. 
, James Warren & Co., Ld. 
, Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

TEA tlndian) 

Messrs. Harri!>Oll~ & Croslie!J Ld. 
do. 

:: J. Thomus & Co., Ld. 

TEA (Chnh) 

Mes~r~. Jame~ Warren & Co. Ld. 
Bird & Co., Ld. 
Harrisons & Cros!ielcl Ld. 

TIMBER 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 
do. 

TIN 

Messrs. The Eyre Smelting Ld. 
do. 

TIN {Bnxeo) 

Brili!>h Metal Corpn. {lnJial 

Ld. 
do. 

Messrs. The Metal Box Co., of India 
Ld. 

TtN {lngott) 

do. 
do. 

Messrs. The Eyre Smelting Ld. 
do. 

·,·, Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

I 



TIN (Pinteo} 

Mr. H. C. Jones 

, , H. K. S. Lindsay 
W. R. Davis 

Mt.:ssrs. The Metal Box Co., of India 

Ld. 
do. 
do. 

1. Connal 

Mr. D. Winders 

Mr. P. M. Scott 

Mr. L. A. Clarke 

Mr. M. Parakot 

" 1. S. 0. Hesse 
" G. F. Marriner 
" I. Sternfeld 

Mr. J. C. Bogh 

" W. R. Monk 

Mr. M. Parakot 

Mr. M. Parakot 

Mr. G. L. W. Moss 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

TOBACCO {Unmnnufnctured) 

Messrs. The Imperial Tobacco Co., of 
India Ld. 

TOBACCO {Mnnufacturcd) 

Messrs. The Imperial Tobacco Co., of 
India Ld. 

TUBES {Iron, Steel & Glaso) 

Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld. 

TURMERIC 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. Ondin) Ld. 

" Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 
do. 
do. 

TURPENTINE 

Messrs. British Paints Ondial Ld. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

TWINE 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros. (India) Ld. 

TWINE (Hemp & Flax) 

Messrs. Sepulcilre Bros {India) Ld. 

TYRES (Motor & Cycle). 

Messrs. Dunlop Rubber Co., (India) 
Ld. 

Mr. J. 0. Dogh 
w. R. Monk 

Mr. B. M Sarafis 

D. M Mcleeos 
P. L. Drollas 
G. F. Marriner 
J. s. 0. Hesse 

I. Sternfeld 

Mr. J. 0. Bogh 

w. R. Monk 

Mr. J. K Bose 

Mr. D. J. Mcintosh 
, , W. G. Ferguson 

,, J. Canna! 

Mr. J. K. Bose 
J. \V. High 
J. Connal 

Mr. J Connal 
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VARNISHES. 

Messrs. British Paints (India} Ld. 

Turner Morrbon & Co., Ld. 

WHEAT. 

Messrs. Rallis India Ld. 
do. 

WHITING. 

do. 
Louis Dreyfus & Co., Ld. 

do. 
do. 

Me~srs. British Paints (India) Ld. 
Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

WIRE (Barbod.) 

Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 

WIRE (Brass & Copper} 

Mesm. The Indian Cable Co., Ld. 
do. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

WIRE (Iron & Galvnoized) 

Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 
, Jessop & Co., Ld. 

Turner Morrison & Co., Ld. 

WIRE (Nickel) 

Messrs. Turner Monison & Co., Ld. 

WHITE METAL ALLOYS & RESIDUES. 

Mr. G. T. Baldwin 
S. F. Brown 

, L. A. Clarke 

Messrs. The .Eyre Smelling Ld. 
do. 

, Jcsoop & Co., Ld. 
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YARN (Woollen) BELTING. 

Mr. E. Winpenny 

T. A. Macpherson 
J. L. Wilson 

Messrs. Kcltlewell Bt1llcn & Co Ld. 
do. ., 

Lewis & Tylor Lei. 

YARN (Hni<) FOH MANUFACTURED TEXTILE BELTING. 

Mr. J. C. Wilson 

Mr. M. Hrcbik 

M. Parakot 

R. J. Motte 

Messrs. Lewis & Tylor Ld 

ZINC. 

Me~srs Sepulchre Bros. Undia) Ld. 
do. 

" T. W. Kirkwood 
British Metal Corp. (Jndia) Ld. 

do. 

Mr. M. Parakot 
R. J. Molle 

ZINC ASHES. 

Messrs. Sepulchre Bros (Jndia) Ld. 

" T. W. Kirkwood 
British Metal Corp. (Jndia) Ld. 
- do. 

PANEL OF THE SPECIAL ADVISORY BOARD TO THE INDIAN 
JUTE MILLS ASSOCIATION, tils 2_53 , 

Mr. G. D. Birla 

" S. Chowdhury 
" E. J. Pakes 

Sir Badridas Goenka 
Paul Benthall 

Sir AIIan Eliott-Lockhar! 
Mr. G. Euthymopu!o 
Sir Biren 
Mr. N.D. 

H. B. Sco!l 
D. D 
A. J. Elkins, 

BENGAL GHAMBER OF GOMMERGE & INDUSTRY 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF 

THE PROVIDENT FUND. 



BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF 

THE PROVIDENT FUND. 

tAs mnrndcd in Jfi.'Jl, Jf/42, J.'!4,!, HJ1.'1, m.;fl and /!152.) 

1. These Rules and Regulations shall take effect <JS from 

the 1st day of January 1907. 

*2. "Chamber'' means the Bengal Chnmbcr o[ Commerce 
and Industry under Section 26 of the Indian 

Companies Act, 

"Committee" means the members of the Committee. for the 
time being, o[ the Bengal Chamber o[ Commerce anU Industry 

"Trustees" means the Trustees of the Fund. for the time 
being, appointed as hereinafter provided. 

means only the fixed monthly received by 

each from the Chamber and docs not any 

acting, officiating or personal allowance, bonus, commission or 

other remuneration or profit whatever, uncertain in amount. or 
derived by any employee by any meam outsitlc his ftxed ascer

tained salary. 

3. The Commillee shnll appoint, in the month of 

March, or as soon therenftcr ns mny be two Trustees 
of the Fund, both o[ whom shall be members of the Committee. 

In the event 

for the remainder of such year. 

in the course of any year, the 
number to fill the vacancy 

4. The mnnngcment and control of the Fund shall be vested 
in the Trustees. -lt shall be competent for the Trnstces to 
delegate such of their powers of mnnagement as they mny think 

and lllC llt to a Committee of Manngement or to 
necessnry expenses of such management the remu-

----~ 
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nemtion of the Cornrniltee of Management or Managers (to 

be, from time to time, ngrecd on by the Committee o( Manage
ment or Managers and the Trustees) shall be borne by nnd be a 
charge on the Ftmd. 

*5. Every 
Chamber shall 

employee in the service of the 
a member of the Fund and shall submit 

to these Rules and Regulations. and every such employee shall 
sign an agreement in the form <~nncxcd to these Rules and 
Regulations. 

*6. The subscription to the Fund shall be a sum equal to 10 
percent on the amount o[ the salary of each employee. which 
subscription shall be deducted by the Commiltcc monthly from 
such salary before payment o[ same and such subscription shall 
be placed to the credit of each employee with the Provident 
Fund. 

P. Deleted. 

!l. T!w subscription o[ any employee absent on lcC~ve or 
furlough shall, during the period of such nbscnce, be assessed on 

the salary allowed during such absence. but any employee shaH 
be at liberty, subject to the consent of the Committee, to subs
cribe on the full amount of his salary. if desired provided notice 
in writing of such desire shall have been given hv him to the 
Committee prior to the dtJe dnte for puy~nent o[ salary next 
after such employee shall have obtnined lenvc or furlough. 

9. The Chamber shall contribute to the Fund a sum equal 
to the aggregate amotmt of the \TIOnthly subscriptions of all the 

of the Chamber nnd shnll pay the same each month 
to credit of the Fund but the Chamber may at <lilY time cease 
or withdraw contributions in respect of any employee whose 
interest in the Fund shall hwc been transferred. assigned. nttach
ed or otherwise dealt with or affected as indicated~ by Rule 24 
and thereupon 111! moneys standing to the credit of such 

---;A.;;,~;~;;ti~~--- -
tDelot<>r1 on lhe 28th Ap!·i\1~31. 

repre;cntcU by or referable to contributions b~' the 
and the inten::~t thereon shall be forfeited to the hmd 

The Managers shnll on receipt of the Chamber's 
contribution cri.':Jit each with tlw. equivaknt of his 

subscription for the month in respect o( wluch the Chamber\ 

contribution is made. 

upon any such investment, 

negligence or fraud. 

1, The Trustees ~hall. from time io time. upon the written 
-· .. to them such smn or sums as 

requisition ~f the Mat~ag1~:.~o~~; of these Rules and Rcglllations, 
mny be n::q:J.lrecl for t.h,,; : , .~ the moneys required for same by a 

and shal1~~ ~~:~~~~:~~:~~:e~~~~y the Trustees. or of a sufficient part 

~~~crco;f: or by a loan on the security of the same. 

i: 

I 
I' 

- ---------- b\i4!iiAbillM11~''-J 
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i3. The Managers shall, on the 30th June and on the 3ist 

December in each year after having ascertained the amount avail

able for division among the members arising from the interest 

<lccrued on securities, any sums forfcitct.l to the Fund um.ler the~e 
Rules and and all other moneys (if any) that should 

rroperly be into accounL less the neccs~ary expenses o[ 
management as provided by Rule 3, provi~ionally credit each 

in prorortion to tlw :nnount st<lnding to his credit on 

and on each 3Ist December in respect of his total 
subscriptions, with his share of the amount so ascertained. 

14. On or as soon as may be aHer the 31st clay of December 
1907 and on the 30th day of June and the 31st day of December 

of every succeeding year, the Managers slwll, subject to the 

approval o( the Trustees, ascertain and fix the market value, as 
on the said 30th June or 31st December as the case may be, of 

the total nett Investments and Securities held by or belo11ging to 

the Fund, including interc~t up to the same day on any Securities 

on which interest is usually calculated on sale or transfer thereol. 

:md after deducting the payments made therefrom, and providing 

for debts and ascertained liabilities paid or incurred respectively 

with these Rules and Regulations, the Managers shall 
debit or credit, as the case may be, the account of each 

employee in the boob; of the round with a share of the difTcrence 

between the value as aprcaring from the last preceding valuation 

recorded in the ~aid books and the then market vnlue as so fixed 

and ascertained as aforesaid or the said Investments and Securi-
ties including interest as aforesaid in to the amount 

at credit of each employee on the 30th June or 31st 
December. as the case may be. 

15. A statement 

th~ 3fst December of each year. and employee shall 

reqmrcd to certify in writing upon such account that the 
amount therein shown, as standing to his credit. is correct. 

be made 

1 G. Except as is by these Rules and Rel!..Ulations 
pmvidcd, no membcl· or any person or ~ on his in 
respect of his interest in the Fund 

payment of money to him or them. 

17. On the lkath o[ any employel: while in thl: service o[ 

the Chamber the Manager~ shall subject to the~e ruks pay to his 

Executors or Administrators or to the grantee of a SucCL:ssion 

Certificate. the amount ot~uH.ling to his t::rL'dit in the book~ of the 
Fund on the 30th day of Jute or on the 31st day of DL'ccmbcr 

(whichever date shall bL' later) such death. together 
and his share 
such date up 

t 18. On the voluntary resignation or retirement of any 

employee frorn the service of the Chamber \vitlwut the e:>.i~tence 
o[ any e<tu~c justifying his disrniss<tl. the ~lanagcrs ohall to 
him the amount ~ubscnbed by hun to the up to 
the date or retirL'menl with interest accrued 

thereon and ~hall, respect of the remainder of the balance 
standing to his credit in the books of the Fund on the 30th day 
of June or on the 31st day of Dcccmbct· (whichever date sh:tll be 

the later) precctling such resignation or retircmL'nt, p:ty to him 

one-twentietll part of sttch balance for each ~ompl~t~,l year of 
service from the lst January 1907 and shall Ill addttron to 
him a like perccn\<lge of hi~ share of the Chamber's 
under Rule 9 [rom such 30th day of June or 31st day of Decem

ber up to the date of his voluntary resignation or retirement. 

19. In the case of an employee bl:com~ng pcrnl<ll.lCIItly 

incapacitated owing to injury sustained whilst r.n the ~cr~1ce of 
the Chamber, or in case of the rcsipnation or rctlrcrnent wtth the 

previous written sanction or the Committee o[. any employee 

owing to illnes~. old age, or any ot.her rc.ason c.o.nsrdcred adequate 
bv the Committee ami so ccrllfied Ill wntmg by them the 

l'vfanaeers ~hall (subject 10 the provisions of these Rules) pay to 

~uch i7lcapacitated, resigning. or retiring employee. the ~~mounts 
standin!:! to his credit in the books of the Fund on the J0th clay 
of .ltJnc~or on the Jlst day of December (whichever ~!ate may be 

later) preceding such incapacity, resignauon or rcttrcmcnt and 
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also (subject as aforesaid! the amount in full of his paid-up 

subscriptions and his share of the Chamber's contributions under 

Rule 9 from such date up to the date of such incapacity, resigna
tion or retirement. 

'20. lf any employee shall be di.~misscd from the ~crviCI.~ of 
the Chambn, the Man:1gcrs shall to these Rules) pay to 

l1im the aggregate amount only by him to the Fund. 

with interest, am! the balance if any of all then standin!! 
to his credit in the books of the l<und shall as aforesaid! 

upon such dismbsal be forfeited to the usc of the Fund and shall 

bL: dealt with accordiPgly, Provided also that the Managers 

time, with the con~cnt of the Committee, to any 
member tl1c amount to which he been 

entitled under Rule I 8, if he had voluntarily retired from the 
service of the Chamber <tnd had not been dismissed. 

21. TlJC Chamber sha!! have a first and paramount 
upon the amount representing the Chamber's own 

to the indivirJual account of employee dismissed for miscon-

duct, with interest thereon, and in respect of all losses, 

damnges, costs and expenses which the Chan1ber may at any time 

sustain or bi.! put to.by reason of any act or default of or 
such employee. 

22. ln case any employee shall die while in the service of 
the Chamber leaving any moneys to his credit in the 
books of the FunrJ, such moneys shall only to the Execu-

tor, or Administrator, or the grantee of a Succession Certificate 

of the dcceascrJ member on the production to the Managers or 
Probate of the Will or of Letters of Administration or of a 
Succession Ccrtilieatc to the Estate of such employee. 

23. In all cases wherein a certilicatc shall be required of 
the amount of the balance stand in<~ in the books of the. Fund to 

the credit of a dcccascJ mcmb~r_ for the purpose of obtaining, 

~A~ amended Uy Uw Colllnoiltre in llhll"ch ]IJJ5, -----------
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free of stamp duty. a grant of Probate or Letters of Administ:~

tion or Succession Cerlilkatc or any other purpose, sHch certth

eate shall be in the following form:-

No ........... .. 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY. 
PHOV!Dt:NT FUND 

it is hereby certified lhm the /;a/nnce standing in the books 

of !he Prol'idenl Fum/ of !he Bengal Clwmher of Commerce and 

Industry. to the credit of ... · · · · · · · · · · · ·. 

of. 

day of .. · 

dated this · · 

Entered .. · 

Managers. 

1111111 bered as above. on the.· · · 

. was Rupees· 

... . day of· . .. m ... 

. ... E1amincd .... 

- 24. No employee slw11 be entitled to draw mm:cy from the 

Fund, against his interest in it, or to transfer ~r ~~sstgn. whc~her 
b wa' of security or otherwise howsoever, lus m_tcrcst or .t~1Y 

p~rt tl;crcof in the Fund. and no such transfer or as:lgnm~n~ls1M1~ 
b~ valid, <t!ld the Managers, ~rustccs. or Comnnttce s l~f ;l~Y 
recoanise or be bound by noi!CC to them,. ' . 

sucl; tnmsfcr or assignment_ and all mon~ys ;~a:~ ~:l:::ferrin" or 

of _the. Fun~l ~o the c~cd~f~·~s~l:~. e~;~~llo~onl~with' b~ for[~ted 
<lSS!gnmg hiS mtcrest clS . f ~ . ' . 'i"nnlcnt tO the USC of the 
as from the chile or su_ch :tans_c: ~:~ :~~~1~1 further if prohibi-

Fund. and be deal! wtlh ,\~~01 ~~~~}~ of a Civil Court. ~crvcd 
tory order ~r a~t~~cl:;r1~::~· Cm~rnittce or the Mnn:~gcrs. or any of 

the Tr us~~~~~~n on their behalf. by which any moneys st~nd-
r ... , 111 loyee in the books of the Fund shall 

ing: to the credit o[ di1Y c, P be aid in10 a Civ"l Court, or be 

he <tttached or l~e orderct~~:~ sue!~ employee, such shall 
ordered to be. \~ttl.lheld ofrthe L~se of the Fund and be with 
forthwith be l01fct~ed 1 

1 C .ttec shall be at liberty, 
accordingly. Prov!dcd that 11e ommt 
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if the Committee in tlwir uncontrolled discretion shall so think 
fit, at any time thereafter to give such moneys or any pan tllCreo[ 

for the benefit of such employee, or l1is wife, children, or rein· 

lions and the sl1all deal with such moneys accordingly 
on the written of the Committee. 

24 A. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained 
in Rule 24 hereof the Tru.c,·tces may ttl their discretion. but 
to the consent of the Managers, allow withdruwals by n 
btl! only for the pmpose of paying premia on policies of insurance 

on the life of the member or of his wife; any such withdrawals 

to such terms and conditions as the 

PROVIDED NEVERTI!i:LESS that such with· 
drawals and such terms and conditions as aforesaid shall not 
contravene the conditions laid down in the Indian lncome Tax 
(Provident Funds Relief) Ruks for the time being in force. 

25. The Chamber undertakes to hold every Trustee indem· 
nilied against all proceedings. costs awJ expenses, ocosioned by 

any cl:dm in connection with tlw Fund not ari~ing from his 
negligence or fraud. 

26. With 
West Bengal, it 

of the Commissioner of Tneome Tax. 
for tllC Committee, from time to 

time and at any time hereafter. in writi11g under their ltands, to 
alter, vary, modify, remake, rescind. or :1dd to these Rules and 

Regulntions or any of tlJCm, but so t11at no such nlteration. 
variation. modificntion. rem:tking. rescission or addition shall 
affect the rights of any employee with respect to the Fund. 

27. If any dispute shal! at any time arise between the 
Managers or I he Trustees. for the time being. of the Fund on the 
one hand. :llld any employee or any Executor. Admini~tmtor or 
next·Of·kin of any cmrloyce or any chiming as such next-
of·kin or in <lilY other capacity, on otlJCr hand. regarding these 
Rules and Regulations and the intcrnrctation thereof, or :my 
maHer arising thereout or connected therewith, tlten :tnd in every 
such case the maltcr in disrute shall be rcferretl in writing to two 
Arbitrators, and such reference shall be deemed to be a submis-
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sion to arbitration within the Indian Arbitration Act, 1899: or 
any statutory modilication or re-enactmellt thereof. for the tnne 
being in force, the provision5 whereof shall apply as far as 

applicable. 

I hereby decinrc that 1 have read !'he foregoing. Rules ami. 
Regulation~ of the Provident Fund of the Bengal C hamhcr ol 
Commerce and lnduqry. and that 1 agree to be \mund by them 

Dated the 

Name in ft11l 

Date of birth.· 

Nature of appointment 

Dale of joining service·· 

Salary per men~cm. Rupees 

Signature 

Witnes~ 

day of .. 19.-



BENGAL CHAMBER OF GOMMERGE & INDUSTRY 

PROVIDENT FUND. 
(I) BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1952. 

AND 

(2) PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE HALF-YEAR 
ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1952. 
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lll~NGAL CI-JA~l BJW OF CCnDJEHCl~ ,~ 

BALANCE SHEET 

LIABTLITJES 

CAl'l'rAL AccoUNT 

Rnilscriptions Lo !-lULh Jnnr, 1\132 

Adtl-SnlJ~nripLiono from lsL July IIJ52 
Lo:JlstDocemher, Hl,-;2 

Less-Refunded 

I11Lcres\, on Snbscriplions 
June, l\J5:< •.• . •. 

A~~(1.~~~~1ll~'tbi~;m~;bl~::~f~b.{~t· h!tlf yo'.'.t: 

J:c3s-Rcfundcd 

ConLri\mLions t.o 30th Jnnc, 10.)2 

A~~~~3?~1~:~hD~~~:;~be~~:"~\J~.21sL J nl::: 

~css-Rcfnnilctl 

For expenses 

81JJHlry 

U.\It;U·n·.l, 

lhczoth Jttly, I%3. 

'J'oTM. ns. 

1-::-=:c-l---c-1---1 
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INDUSTRY PHOVJDENT FUND. 

as at Slit Dccem1JGl', 19M!. 

3% r.onn ll}f\l [or R.s. -13,CrJJ '' 1 BU,721 

HliiG/(i(j! 
•

1 
-t,7w 

1% cnic~U;!CAt~:;~·:·t, 'I~7:~~fot?{{l:~~v;~:;;3~ II tz,c;n 

1% y, 01111 ti)00,71JforRs. 1,57,1110 ··• ll,>>!l,OU::l 

N,t~iom~!.~n;~,'~J~~ Ccrliflca~':'.s Hl:iO !c.•~: il 

N,,uonnh~~a~·J:O~~J CcrLilic1'~~~ lllUO f~,.~ 

N>ttimJ•~,s~'S':.l,~Gg Ocrlificn~·~.s lllOl r,:~ 

N~t~ionl~{.~~~~~~:&~~) Cer~i!icn:~~ HlC\2 f~~: 

' 0; ll 

I 
·11 0 

o! n 
I 

o 1 o 

"I o 

Nn~ionah~.a~~',\I'OO Ccl·~iliw~~.~ 1003 f~.~ ,_. __ ,_::-,-::-' 

CAell

\Vith ltnpcrial nank of Indi1t 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COH~llm.CJ.;; & 

PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNT 

Percentage 

To Expenses •OJ 
i J.,o~s on revaluation of 

Secnri(,Jcs ··J2 •.• [ 

Proportion of Profit on 
SuUscdption ·::m 

Proport.ion of PmfiL on 
CoutribuLion -~13 1·32 

n,. 

I 
I 

1·75 ToTAL Hs, ... 12mr'T''t'/ 
CALCUTTA, 

-- _______ _,_ __ 
Ute t:O/h July, 1[15:J, 

Sd/- LOVELOCK & LEWES, 
Chnrlc1'crl Accounta.nls, 

11/anaoci'B, 

( 35!1 ) 

lNDUS'I'RY, PROVIDEN'r FUND. 

fm· the lwlf-yuw emled 31st Dtceml•er, 196~ 

, l~orfcit~ 

I 

1·70 

1

1 '1 12_.mo __ i[ __ nl8 'l'OTA1. 1ns. ··· 

f:l(IJ- 1), D. MAOGRIWOH, 

" R. H. FE'rl'ES, 
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Lisl of Presidents of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce & Industry. 

Mr, R, II. Cockct•oll 
, J. Stcwnrt 

lt. II. Cockerell 

K lt. ~l:wkon"io 

~: ~io:::~,\':,~·oll } 

J. l'. )loKillig-in 

T. J.each 

, John Allan 

J . .T.Mnekcll•io 

.T<t>. J, M"rkenzic 
,Jns,J,Mncken,.ie 
]),.,.;,] Uuwio 

Dn,·icl Cowie 

ll•n·i<l Cowio 

J),)lnekinlny 

,. ll. M"ckiulny 

, .T. N. Hull"" 
, W. S,l'ilzwillilln' 

, J. N. Bullen 

, Wm.Mnitl1n"l 

Hn11, :llr,.J.N, J\LJ]h,n 

, J. N, Bnllon 

~"'-F. Sehillor 
R. Scott-Moncddf 

, Hmny Crnuk<• 

, Jns. llomn 

, Jno. Uomo 

, 1\, ,J. llnll<·n Bouillt 

lion Mr. H. J, Bullen Smilh ••• 
, IL J. nullcn Souitlo ,,. 

~!t-. J. C ~Iunny 

,, ,T, 0, Mnnny 

DC-46 

I'irm, 

, O.k~l'''• Unckillop, Stcw~o·t & Co, lst Mt>y 
J)o. • •• lAth, 

Cowie &.Co. . •• 218t ,. 

... 27th" 

IS~H 

1835 

ts:lli 
1837 

1843 

18·17 

IS•tS 

••• 2Tlh" 1857 

Gillnu•lm'"• ,\dmtlmnl ,\·Co ... 2;Jth , 

ll"· ... 28th, 

Do, 
llorm<hoilc, Sc·hiller&C•>. 

Steel, Mclltto"h &Co 

Cruukc, ](omc & Co, 

.Tardinu, Ski!lncr& Co. 

Do, 

Kettlewell, I>Ltllcn & Co. 

Do, 

... Httlo , 

tilh 

·- '"' ... IHCh 

·- 28th May 

... llht 

.July 

... htJuuc 

·- 3lstM~Ly 

"loortly~Lftm·,uo 

·- 31st ~!ny 

... 31st .. 
... 31,1 

... 31st 

V:lil:! 

l8U·1 

l~Q(j 

ISU7 

18117 

1808 

1870 

1871 
1872 

1873 



P,c_.,'dc,l, 

non. 1h·.l!. li.Sutlw111""l 

" , B.l). Coil·i•1 

,. ,, B. D. Col"'" 

~h. J. c. )hu·.,,r 

" E. C. Mor~;na 

)11. lJm""'" ~!n,.l.inum 1 
, O<•o, Yule 

TloH. 1111·, A. B,Jnuli-. 

~]I', w. E. C!IUU 

, A Il.hg1i, 

,, lt.MiliN 

.J .. J,,J, 

,. ,J .l .. l. K<''·~~'iuk 
J .. l .• T 

lfon. )h-. ll.CJidckshou]; 

~!!'. H.ll.IL1'no·," 1· 

, liJ:.I!,'fm·n.-1• 

HoH. tl•·. ll.fllr·.-1 

.'lir AI,~ '\'\'ihon, Kl. 

. 'l;,. Ah•x WiJ,011 , Kt. 

Mo·. ,J,,,f,, ;,f,cl."y ·

linn, M1· ,h,,L,/Ilnclmy,c.u;._ 

" ,]fl"· h ~lackny,l·. 1 .t; .... 

" , Jn.I.. ~l;l\'Loy, ('I 1'., 

, l'.!'l:tyl'oiL· 
)1r, .\linn Ao·llotn· 
llnu, ~!>, j' 

Alia, 

" " Allan Arlhtu· 
",\LU,'l\nlwl' 

" All,>n Althn 1· 
Mr. 0, H.Silli>l'l'inntl 
lioll. ~Jr, /11. C. ']', 11.111, 0. 
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" Kcttlowcll, BnliP!! & Co 

ARhlll!t'IICr&Co., 

" l{dtl,•wcll, llnllcn & Cn, 

1;/edion. 

IS7L 
187-1 

.,, 30lh ~lny IHH 

'" 8th Ang. l~H 

8lh ~Tny IH75 

.... :n.t 18711 

... 30\h ~loy 1Hi7 
dc&Go, -IR18 

, Anc\ocw Ytilc & Co. 
Do, 

B<'i(IJ, Dlllli~p ,"<:Co, 

fi"1hmn & Co, 

U~gc;, Dtllilop & Cn 

Hnaw, Millt•o· Co. 
.Jno·clino Skinnot•& Co, 

ll.Rtecl & Co, 

Hnny &Un. 

llinl& Co, 

Apear,l:f'o, 
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BF.NGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY. 

Committee of the Chamber. 1953-54. 

President. 

MR. E. J. PAKI S, 

Mcs~rs. Maclinnon. Mackc1uic & Co., Ltd. 

Vice·Prc.lidcltl 

!\h. 0. lvt. MACKI:-ILA Y, 
Mc~srs. Jardine Hcnder~on LtLL 

Commiltcc Mcmbcn 

MR. R. H D. CAMPBELL. 

Messrs. Shaw Wall<~ce & Co, Ltd. 

SIR ANTilONY J. ELKINS. C.ll l., 

Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co., Ltd. 

MR. N. D. HARRIS, 

Mes~r~. Imperial Chemical industries (lndinl Ltd. 

0. T. JENKINS, 

Mes~rs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld. 

D. D. M,\CGRtGOR, 

The Chartered Bank of lndi<:J, Austrnlia & Chinn. 

A. $. OFFICER, 

Messrs. Bini & Co., Ltd. 

G. A. S. SI~I. 

lv!cssrs. Andrew Yule & Co, Ltd. 
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MEMBERS 
OF 

THE BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 

Chamber Members. 

Adrcma Ltd. BeanlsclL W A, & Co., Ltd. 
Air Conditioning Corporation, Becker, Gray & Co .. (lY30J, Ltd. 

Ltd. Bengal Chemicnl & Pharmaceu-
Alkali & Chemical Corporation Ileal Works, Ltd. 

of India Ltd. Bird & Co., Ltd. 
Allahabad Bank, Ltd. Birkmyr..: Bmthcrs Ltd. 

(Calcutta BrancltJ. Blacker & Co. 
Allen. Berry & Co., Ltd Blackwood Hodge {India) Ltd. 
Allen & Hanburys. Ltd. Blackwoods, India, Ltd. 
Allinnce Assurance Co., Ltd. Bombay Co., Ltd. 
Aluminium Manufacturing Co.. Boots Pure Drug Co., (India) 

Ltd. Ltd. 
Aluminium Union Ltd. Brady, W. H .. & Co., Ltd. 
American Refrigerator Co. Braithwaite & Co., Ltd., 
Anderson. Wright & Co. 13ritannin Biscuit Co., Ltd. 
Apcar, T. S., & Co British India Steam Navigation 
A.P.V. Engineering Co., Ltd. Co., Ltd. 
Asbestos Cement, Ltd. British Insulated Callcmlcrs 
Assam Oil Co .. Ltd. Cables. Ltd. 
Assam Railways & Tr<~ding Co., British Mew\ Corporation 

Ltd. Ondial. Ltd. 
Associated British Machine Tool British Overseas Ainv<~ys 

Makers. Ltd. Corporation. 
Associated Cement Companies. British Paints (lnd:al. Ltd. 

Ltd. Brooks Bond India, Ltd. 
Associated Electrical Industries Bunge & Co .. Ltd. 

(India), Ltd. Burma Oil Co., (India Trading) 
Associated Instrument Ltd. 

Manufacturers (India). Ltd. I Bunnah-She!l Oil Storage & Dis-
Atherton, G., & Co .. Ltd. tributing Co .. of India Ltd. 
Atlantis (East), Ltd. Burn & Co .. Ltd. 
Atlas Assurance Co .. Ltd. 
Austin Distributors Ltd. 1 Cadbury-Fry (Export) Ltd. 
Avery, Company. Ltd .. The. I Calcutta Electric "Supply Corpo· 

ration. Ltd. 
Babcock & Wilcox of India, Ltd. Calcutta Jute Agencv. Ltd. 
Ballardie. Thompson & Calcutta Tramways ·co., Ltd. 

Matthews. Caledonian Printing Co .. Ltd. 
Balmer. Lawrie & Co .. Ltd. Cnrritt. Moran & Co., Ltd. 
Bank of India. Ltd. Central Agency Ltd. 



David, Albert. Ltd. 
Dickinson. John & Co., Ltd. 
Don, Watson & Co., Ltd. 
Dreyfus, Lou:s, & Co., Ltd. 
Ducat W. F., & Co., 
DuLzhomas. & Co., Ondial, 

Duffus, J. C., & Co., 
Ltd. 

Duncun Brothers 
Dunlop Rubber 

Ltd. 

Ganges Rope Co., Ltd. 
Garden Reach Workshop~ Ltd 
GaL~ccumulator Co., (india),· 
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Imperial Bank of Jndin. 
Imperial Chemical Industries 

<India), Ltd. 

( ~l()!) ) 

Iml.~~~l Tobacco Co., o[ India, J ~~~~~~i~~~n~!~;~i'n~~: Ltd. 
India General Navigation & Rly. 1 Mackenzie, Lyall, & Co. 

Co., Ltd. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co., 
India Tyrc & Rubber Co., or ' Ltd. 

(India), Ltd. : Mackintosh, Burn Ltd. 
Indian Cable Co., Ltd. Macneill & Barry Ltd. 
Indian Copper Corporation, Ltd. M11in. A & J., & Co., Ltd 
Indian Molnsses Co., Ltd. Mair, A. M., & Co., Ltd. 
Indian Oxygen & Acetylene Manory, H., Ltd. 

Co., Ltd. Manhall Sons & Co., (india), 
Indian Rubber Manufacturers, ! Ltd. 

Ltd. Marlin, Burn Ltd. 
Innes, Watson & Co. 

Jacks, William, & 
Jardine, Henderson 
Jardine Menzies & 

& Co., Ltd. 
Filter Co .. Ltd. 
Ivan, Ltd. 

Ltd. 

J.D. & Co. 
Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Kaye Marden & Co., (Eastern). 
Ltd. 

Kettlewell, Bullen 
Kcymcr. Bagshawc 

(india}, Ltd. 
Kcymer, D. J. & Co., Ltd. 
Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 
King Brothers. 

Landale & Clark, Ltd. 
Landaic & Morgan, Ltd. 
Lang, F. & 0 .. Ltd. 

Ltd. 

Law, Prawn Kissen, & Co. 
Lever Brothers (India}, Ltd. 
Lewis & Tylor, Ltd. 
Lipton, Ltd. 
Lloyds Bank, Ltd. 
London Assurance, Ltd. 
London & Lancashire Fire Insu· 

ranee Co., Ltd. 
Lovelock & Lewes. 
Lyons (fndia), Ltd. 

nc--47 

Martin & Harris. 
Matht:r & Platt, Ltd. 
May & Baker (India), Ltd. 

1 McGregor & Balrour, Ltd. 
McLeod & Co., Ltd. 
Mercantile Bank of India, Ltd. 

1 Merz & McLellan, Ondia). 
Metal Box Co., of India, Ltd. 

! Millar. D. L. & Co., Ltd. 
; Miller, George & Co .. Ltd. 

Minimax Ltd. 
Mirrlecs \Vat~on Co., Ltd. 
,Monotype Corporation. Ltd. 
Mookeriee & Co. 

! Moran & Co., Ltd. 
Morgan, Wnlkcr & Co. 
Mytton. Wallace & Co. 

' National Bank of India, Ltd. 

I 
New Ze<1land [nsurancc Co., 

Ltd. 

I 

Oakes, Stanley, & Co. 
Oriental Gas Co .. Ltd. 
Orr Dignnm & Co. 
OslCr, F. & C. (India), Ltd. 



Parry & Co., Ltd. 
Peal Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Peninsular & Orjentul Steum 

Navigation Co. 
Phipson & Co., Ltd. 
Phoenix Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Pigott, Chapman & Co. 
Pinchin, Johnson & Associates, 

Ltd. 
Place, Siddons & Gough. 
Plummer Bros, & Co. 
Powers-Sumas Accounting 

Machines, Ltd. 
Price, Waterhouse, Peat & Co. 
Prudential Assurance Co., Ltd. 

Queensland Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Rallis India, Ltd. 
Ramdutt, Ramkissendass. 
Rank, J. Arthur, Film Distribu

tors (India) Ltd. 
Reed, Ward & Co. 
Rivers Steam Navigation Co., 

Ltd. 
Roberts, McLean & Co., Ltd. 
Royal Exchange Assurance 

Corporation. 
Royal Insurance Co .• Ltd. 

Sandersons & Morgans. 
Sankey Electrical Stamping Ltd. 
Sassoon, David & Co., Ltd. 
Saxby & Farmer Ondia), Ltd. 
Scott & Pickstock, Ltd, 
Scott & Saxby, Ltd. 
Scottish Union & National 

Insurance Co. 
Shalimar Paint, Colour & 

Varnish Co., Ltd. 
Shaw, Wallace & Co. 
Shaw, Wallace & Co., :Ltd, 
Shellim, A. J. & Co., Ltd. 
Shi~~~ll & Brother (Calcutta), 

Simplex Concrete Piles <Tndiu) 
Lt~. 
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Sinclair & Co. 
Sinclair, Murray & Co., Ltd. 
Sizing Materials Co., Ltd. 
Smith, Stanistreet & Co., Ltd. 
South British Insurance Co., Ltd. 
Spencer & Co., Ltd. 
Stutesman Ltd., The 
Steel Brothers & Co., Ltd. 
Steel, Octavius, & Co., Ltd. 
Steel, R .. & Co., Ltd. 
Stewart & Co. 
Stewarts & Lloyds of India, Ltd. 
Stone, J .• & Co., Ltd. 
Sun Life Assurance Co. of 

Canada. 

T. I. o( India Ltd. 
Talbot & Co. 
Tapissier, H. A., (Agency} Co. 
Targctt, W. H., & Co., (CatJ,'ta[). 
Tala Iron & Steel Co., Ltd. 
Thomas, J. & Co., Ltd. 
Thomas, J. & Co., (J utc & 

Gunnies), Ltd. 
Thompson Wolverhampton, 

John, (India) Ltd. 
Thomson, T. E .. & Co., Ltd. 
Tractors (lndia) Ltd. 
Turner, Morrison & Co., Ltd. 

Union Insurance Society of 
Canton, Ltd. 

Wakefield, C. C., & Co., Ltd. 
Walford Transport Ltd. 
Walker, W. J., & Co. 
Warren, James., & Co., Ltd. 
Wcddcl (India) Ltd. 
Wiggins, Tcape & Alex Pirie 

(Export), Ltd. 
Williamson. Magar & Co. 
Worthington-Simpson, Ltd, 
Wright, James, Ltd. 

Yule, Andrew, & Co. 
Yule, Andrew. & Co., Ltd, 

l !nJ J 

Associate Members. 

Air France. 
Armco (India) Ltd. 

Bata Shoe Co., Ltd. 

Caltcx (India) Ltd. 
Clegg. Cruickshanks & Co., Ltd. 
Comptoir National D'Escomptc 

de Paris. 

East Asiatk Co., Ltd. (Calcutta 
Agency). 

Firestone Tyre & Rubber Co., of 
India, Ltd. 

Fogt, G. & M .• Co .. Ltd. 
Freedom Valvoline Oil Co. 
French Motor Car Co., Ltd. 

Getz Bros & Co. 
Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co., 

(India) Ltd. 
Great American Insurance Co. 
Gulf Oil (India), Ltd. 

lbcon Ltd. 

Larsen & Toubro Ltd. 
Ludlow Jute Co., Ltd. 

Muller & Phipp:-, (India) Ltd. 

National Carbon Co .. tlndia), Ltd. 
National Cash Register Co. 
Nationale Handclsbank N. Y. 
Nederland Steam Nnvigntion Co. 
Nestles Products (India). Ltd. 
Netherlands Tmding Society. 

S. K. F. Ball Bearing Co .• Ltd. 
Sepulchre Brother.~ India. Ltd. 
Singer Sewing Machine Co. 
Standard Telephone & Cubics 

Ltd. 
Standmd-Vacuum Oil Co. 

Thomson. J. Walter., Co., 
(Eastern), Ltd. 

United Liner Agencies of India, 
Ltd. 

Volkart Brothers. 

Western India Match Co., Ltd. 

Honorary Member. 

Mr. George Morgan. c.I.E. 

il 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 
COMMIT fEES & SUB-COMMITTEES. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce & Industry Committee. 

Mr. E. J. Fakes, Prrsident. 

., G. M. 

.. R. H. D. Campbell 
Sir Anthony J. Elkins, c.B.E. 

Mr. N. D. Harris 

, 0. T. Jenkins 

D. D. MacGregor 

A. S. Officer 
G. A S. Sim 

Messrs 

Jardine Henderson Ltd . 

Shaw Wallace & Co., Ltd. 
Gi!landcrs Arbuthnot & 

Co., Ltd. 
Imperial Chemical Indus

tries (India) Ltd. 
Balmer Lawrie & Co .. 

Ltd. 
The Chartered Bank of India, 

Australia and China. 
Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 

Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd. 

Royal Exchange Committee. 

Mr. E. J. Pakes, President. Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd. 

, G. M. Mackinlay, Jardine Henderson Ltd. 
Vice-President 

, R. D. Cruikshank Thomas Seth Apcar & 
Co. 

J. L. Esplcn Place, Siddons & Gough. 
D. D. MacGregor The Chartered Bank of India, 

Ausl!;l<lia and China. 
R. W. Plummer Messrs. Plummer Bros. & Co. 

,, H. A. Style Landale & Morgan 
I. T. Wilson Blacker & Co. 
H. Workman W. F. Ducat & Co. 

Licensed Measurers Department Committee. 

Mr. L. W. Balcombe, Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co .. 
(Chairman). Ltd. 

G. A. R. Hills Rallis (India) Ltd. 



Mr. W. F. Howe 

Shrce K. P. Muklmrjee 
Mr. R. Nice 

, C. N. Rodewald 

S. Ronaldson 

J. H. H. Ross 
, S. Stevenson 

H. F. Whithouse 
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Messrs._ Bird & Co., Ltd. 

Sen Mukherjee & Co. 
Balmer Lawrie & Co., 

Ltd. 
Turner Morrison & Co., 

Ltd. 
Mackinnon Mackenzie 

& Co., Ltd. 
James Finlay & Co., Ltd. 
James Finluy & Co., Ltd. 
Gladstone Lyall & Co., 

Ltd. 

Cotton Piece-Goods and Yarns Sub-Committee. 

Mr. J. E. Tew, (Ciwimum) 

P. G. Boufiaer 

G. J. K. Hook 

C. C. Lane 

I. A. Macpherson 

M. S. Pilkington 

, F. X. Pinto 
,, F. L. }luckridge 

Messrs. Bombay Co., Ltd. 

Jardine Henderson Ltd. 
Anderson Wright Ltd. 
Shaw Wallace & Co., 

Ltd. 
Kettlewell Bullen & Co., 

Ltd. 
Grahams Trading Co., 
· (fndia) Ltd. 
R:::tllis India Ltd. 
Hoare Miller & Co .. 

Ltd. 

Finance Sub-Committee. 

Mr. D. D. MacGregor, 
(Chairman) 

, R. A. Brown 
J. L. Esplen 

, S. Gupta 
, F. C. Williams 

The Chartered Bank of India. 
Australia and China. 

Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes 

Plncc, Siddons & Gough 
The Imperial Bank o[ India 
Messrs. Octavius Steel & Co., 

Ltd. 
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Income·Tax Sub-Committee. 

Mr. G. R. Crooks, 

, J. D. K. Brown 
, R. A. Brown 

A. H. Forster 
P. C. Haworth 

J. H. Jamieson 
C. I. Turcan 
J. R. V crnedc 

A. D. Viclu::rs 

Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, Peat 
&Co. 

Jardine Henderson Ltd. 
Lovelock & Lewes 
Macneill & Burry Ltd. 

Shaw Wallace & Co., 
Ltd. 

J:unes Finlay & Co., Ltd. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd. 
Duncan Brothers & Co., 

Ltd 
Orr, Dignam & Co. 

Railways Sub-Committee. 

Mr. K. n. Mathur, (Chairman) 

C. S. Mehta, 111.11 r. 
A. P. Roy 
J. Saddler 

Genernl Manager . .Enstern 
Railway 

Messrs. Mnrtin Burn Ltd. 

Mcleod & Co .. Ltd. 
Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 

Shipping Sub-Committee. 

Mr. G. G. Robertson. Messrs 

L. W. Balcombc 

E. Lyne 

J. H. H. Ross 
H. F. WhithOtlse 

(Ciwirman) 

Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

Honrc Miller & Co., 
Ltd. 

J:1mes Finlny & Co .• Ltd. 
Ghdstone Lyall & Co., 

Ltd. 

Industrial Affairs Sub-Committee. 

J\1r. G. M. 

A. C. T. Blcase 

s. H. Davies 

D.C -4£ 

Vice-Pre~ident of the Chamber 

Messt·s. Calcut!a Tramways rS~-.. 
Chairman, Indian Tea 

Association 
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Mr. G. J. Gardner 

, J. R. Jacob 

, I. A. Macpherson 

, R.· Maulik 

P. N. Miller 

,. W. R. Monk 
., A. Rajagopala-n 

, P. H. Sykes 

, H. M. L. Williams 

Chairman, Indian Jute Mills 
Association 

Calcuua HydraUlic 
Press Association 

The Calculta Electric Supply 
Corporation Ltd. 

Chairman, Indian Mining 
Association 

Messrs. Burma-Shell Oil Storage 
& Distributing Co. of 
India Ltd. 

The Paint Federation 
Messrs. Tata ]ron & Steel Co., 

Ltd. 
Chairman, Indian Paper Makers 

Association 
Chairman, Indian Engineering 

Association 

Foodstuffs Working Committee. 

Mr. G. A. S. Sim, (Chairman) 

,. H. Chiswell Jones 

, G. J. K. Hook 
W. F. Howe 

.. A. W. Taylor, o.n.E. 
., J. E. Waterfield and/or 

C. C. Lane 

Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., 
Ltd. 

Representative, Indian Engineer
ing Association 

Messrs. Anderson Wright Ltd. 
Representative, Indian Jute Mills 

Association 
Messrs. Macneill & Barry Ltd . 

Shaw Wallace & Co., 
Ltd. 

Rationing Advisory Committee. 

Mr. G. M. Mackinlay, 
(Chairman). 

., W. F. Howe 

G. A. S. Sim 

, J. E. Waterfield and/or 
C. C. Lane 

, H. M. L. Williams 

Chairman, Industrial Affairs 
Sub-Committee 

Representative Indian Jute Mills 
Association 

Chairman, Foodstuffs Working 
Committee 

Messrs Shaw Wallace & Co .• 
Ltd. 

Chairman. Indian Eng~:,~~~~ion 

( :i79) 

Electricity Sub-Committee. 

Mr. F. W. Acheson, 

H. E. Crowe 

J. W. Fawcett 
H. C. Hardy 

(Chairman) 

C. W. C Plummer 

A. E. Whitmore 

The Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corpn. Ltd. 

Messrs. Octavius Steel & Co., 
Ltd. 

Martin Burn Ltd. 
Associated Electrical 

Industries UJ Ltd. 
Merz & McLellan (India) 

Ltd. 
British Insulated Callen

der's Cables Ltd . 

Aviation Sub-Committee. 

Mr. O. T. Jenkins, (Chairman) Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co:Lid. 

o. H. De St. Croix 

D. C. B. Hurrell 

,. G. M. Shipway 

R. A. H. Stevenson 

Burmah-Shcll Oil Storage 
& Distributing Co. of 

India Ltd. 

British Overseas Airways CoD~: 

Messrs. Dunlop Rubb(i~~~) Ltd. 

Shaw Wallace & Co., 
Ltd. 

Sales Tax Sub~Committee. 

Mr. A. W Gillespie, 
. (Ciwimwn) 

p, C. Banerjee 

A. D. C. Burbidge 
H. R. Burkinshaw 
A. H. Oavies 

H. M. Moleswofth 

Messrs. Dunlop Rubber ~o. 
(lndml Ltd. 

Balmer Lawrie & Co., 
Ltd • 

Bird & Co., Ltd. 
Jessop & Co., Ltd. 
Imperial Tobacco Co. 

(India) Ltd. 
Imperial Chemical Indus

tries (India) Ltd. 

a Jk!! 
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Company Law Sub-Committee. 

Mr. E. J. Pakes, (Chairman). 

h G. M. Mackinlay 
.. R. A. Brown 
" G · R. Crooks, C.B.E. 

Sir Allan Eliott Lockhart, 

Mr. H. D. Kitching 
" A. S. Officer 
" C. 1. B. Palmer 

C.I.E. 

President of the Chamber 

Vice-President of the Chamber 
Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes 

Price, Waterhouse, Peat & 

Co" 
Gladstone, Lyall & Co., 

Ltd. 
Orr, Dignam & Co. 
Bird & Co., Ltd. 
Sandersons & Morgans 

( 3tll ) 

Representations of the Chamber on Le~s and 
other puhlic bodies and authorities. 

All-India Institute of Social Welfa1·e and Business 
Management 

Mr. G. E. Henderson Messrs. Imperial Tobacco Co. 
of India Ltd. 

Board for Anglo-Indian Education, West Bengal 

Mr. J. D. K. Brown Messrs. Jardine Henderson Ltd. 

Bo'lrd of Apprenticeship Training. 

Mr. J. Hamilton White Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 

Board of Examiners for Boiler Attendants. 

Mr. W. H. 1-logg Mcs!>rs. Babcock & Wilcox of 
Undia:) Ltd. 

Board of Industries, West Bengal. 

Mr. C. E. J. Crawford Messrs. Imperial Chemical 
Industries (India) Ltd. 

Boru.·d of Trustees for the Impl'ovement of Calcutta. 

Mr. A. C. T. Blcasc Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd. 

Bureau of Industrial Stuti,'Stics : Statistical Training 
Advisory Committee, 

. Mr. D. K. Busu Messrs. Ibeon Ltd . 

GalcuUa Electric Supply Corporation : Consultative 
Committee. 

Mr. G. 0. Arton Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Port Comn1ission. 

Mr. A. H. Ford 

,, D. F. Macmillan 

Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

Andrew Yule & Co., 
Ltd. 

•' 
:~-1 

?lllliiii--
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Calcutta Port Commissioners' AntiMPilferage Committee. 

Mr. S. Ronaldson Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Society for the Entertainment of Defence 
Services : General Committee. 

Mr. E. J. Pakes 

, R Haddow 
Mrs. R. W. Carter 

Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie 
& Co., Ltd. 

.. Shaw Wallace & Co .• Ltd. 

Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Mr. E. Lyne Messrs. Hoare Miller & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Technical Schaar Governing Body. 

Mr. N. R. Kirkby Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Telephone Advisory Committee. 

Mr. P. J. F. Parsons Messrs. Britannia Biscuit Co., 
Ltd. 

Calcutta Traffic Advisory Board. 

Mr. J, Saddler Messrs. Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 

Coal Transport Advisory Committee. 

Mr. D. C. Driver 
Messrs. Macneill & Barry Ltd. 

Calcutta University Social Work .Committee. 

Mr. A. W. Taylor, o.n.E. Messrs. Macneill & Barry Ltd. 

Cameron Memorial Fund : General Committee. 

Mr. G. A S. Sim Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., 
Ltd. 

Deshbandhu Darjeeling Memorial Fund : General 
Committee. 

The President of the Chamber, e:r-of]icio. 
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East India Cemetery Board. 

Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Sir Anthony Elkins, c.n.E. Co., Ltd. 

East India Charitable Trust. 

Mr. A S. Officer Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 

East India Clinic Ltd. Board of Governors. 

Mr. K. R. Fettes, c.A., R.A. Messrs. Gillanders Arb~~~oL,:. 

Eastern Railway : Informal M~etings with the Local 
Trading Public. 

Mr. G. N. Blaker Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 

o ees' Provident Fund Act, 1952 : Tripartite 
Empl y Regional Committee. 

Mr. J. D. K. Brown 
Messrs. Jardine Henderson Ltd. 

lo ees State Insurance Corporation : Regional 
Emp y Board, Calcutta. 

1 Mr. R. M. Sen Gupta 
Indian Jute Mills Association. 

Federation of Chambers of _commerce of the 
British Empll'e. 

Sir George Morton o.n.E., M.C. 

Goenka College of Commerce & ~::;ss 
Administration : Board of Manag . 

Mr. G. R. Crooks. c.n.E. Messrs. Price. Waterhouse& P~~~ 

D. L. V. Rowe 
Bird & Co., Ltd. 

Governing Body of Victoria Boys' and Dow Hill 
Girls' Schools, Kurseong. 

Mr. H. E. Young 
Messrs. Singell Tea Estate 
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Government of West Bengal : Economic Advisory 
Committee. 

Mr. E. J. Pakes 
Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 

Co., Ltd. 

Indian Centra} Jute Committee. 

Mr. N. S. McArthur 
Messrs. D. L. Miller & Co., Ltd. 

Indian Coal Grading Board. 

Mr. G. G. Robertson Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

Indian Institute of Art in Industry. 

Mr. E. Kenneth Day 
Messrs. D. J. Kcymcr & Co. 

Indian Lac Cess Committee. 

Mr. N. S. Smith 
Dr. R. W. Aldis 

Messrs. Rallis (India) Ltd. 
Angelo Bros. Ltd. 

Indian Red Cross Society (West Bengal). 

The President of the Chamber, ex-officio. 

Informal Quarterly Meetings : Eastern Railway. 

The Vice-President of the Chamber, ex-officio. 

Inter Provincial Mental Hospitial, Ranchi. 

Mr. C. R. McAlister Tea Districts Labour 
Association, Runchi. 

I.S.I. Building Fund Committee. 

The President of the Chamber, 
e:r-officio. 

Kiliderpore Employment Exchange Advisory Committee. 

Mr. L. F. Berry Messrs. Metal Box Co., of (India) 

Ltd. 

( '85 ) 

La Martiniere : Board of Governors. 

The President of the Chamber, e.r-officio. 

Lady caiming Memorial Fund. 

The President of the Chamber, e.r-o/!icio. 

Mayo Hospital Governing Body· 

Mr. D. Fordwood 

.. H.M. Muir 

Messrs. Imocrial Chemi.cal 
Industries llndml Ltd. 

Markinnon Mackenzie & 
" ~· Co., Ltd. 

Passenger Lift Legislation Committee. 

Messrs. General Electric . Co., 
Mr. T. L. Scott Indm, Ltd. 

Port Clearance Committee. 

Mr. A. R. MacGillivray Messrs. Roberts McLean & {t~: 

Presidency General Hospital Inspection Committee. 

Mr. P. W. Parish Messrs. Gillandcrs Arb~~~oLtf. 

Railway Advisory Committee : Howrah Goods. 

Mr. G. N. Blaker Messrs. Bird &· Co .. Ltd. 

Ramesh Chandra Dutt Pri'ze of the Calcutta University .: 
Board of Honorary Adjudicators. 

Mr. Neil Mcinnes Messrs. "Capital" Ltd. 

Regional Employment Advisory Committee 
for West Bengal. 

Mr. c. Weale Messrs. McLeod & Co.. Ltd. 

nc-49 

}. 
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Regional Posts & Telegraphs Advisory Committee. 

Mr. C. I. M. Arnold, M.U.Il. Messrs. Shaw Wallace: & Co., 
Ltd. 

Regional Railway Users Consultative Committee. 

Mr. P. Norton-Jones Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., 
Ltd. 

Seamen's Welfare Association. 

Mr. G. G. Robertson 

, L. W. Balcombc 

Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

, Turner Morrisa11 & Co., 
Ltd. 

State Transport Authority, :West Bengal. 

Mr. r. A. Macpherson The Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation Ltd. 

St. Thomas' School : Board of Governors. 

Mr. K. R. Fettes, C.A., R.A. Messrs. Gillandcrs Arbuthnot & 
Co., Ltd. 

St. John Ambulance Association, West Bengal 
Provincial Centre. 

Mr. H. K. Stringfellow Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co., Ltd. 

Textile Trade Marks Advisory Committee. 

Mr. I. A. Macpherson 

Mr. J. K. Cowley 

Messrs. Kettlewell Bullen & Co., 
Ltd. 

The Crichton Trust. 

The Statesman Ltd. 

The Electric Licencing Board, West Bengal. 

Mr. S. N. Ghose 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corpn. 

Ltd. 

( ~87 ) 

The Indian Museum, Board of Trustet:~s. 

Mr. B. R. T. Greer Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

The Minimum Wages Act: Advisory Board. 

Mr. E. J. Pukes Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

The Safety First Association of India, Bengal 
Provincial Branch : General Committee. 

Mr. R. J. L. Oakley Messrs. Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 

U.K.C.A. Calcutta Branch. 

The President of the Chamber, ex·officio. 

Victoria Memorial Board of Trustees and Executive 
Committee. 

The President of the Chamber, 

Visva-Bharati University Samsad. 

Mr. M. R. Das Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

West Bengal Boiler Engineers' Examination Rules 
195o : Board of Examiners. 

Mr. E. G. Hodges Messrs. 1. G. N. & Rly. Co., Ltd. 

West Bengal Boilers Rule 1950 : Appellate Authority, 

Mr. T .. E. Tudge Messrs. John Thompson 
Wolverhampton UndiaJ 

Ltd. 

West Bengal Smoke Nuisances Commission. 

Mr. R. H. Campbell 
, S. G. Hopper 

Messrs. Union South Jute Mill. 
Martin Burn Ltd. 
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RECOGNISED ASSOCIATIONS 
COMMITTEES. 

Indian Tea Association, General Committee. 

1\k S. H. Davies, (Chairman). 

, H. 1v1ackay (V;,cc-C:/w;,-,,,) 

I. P. H. Bent 
D. L. Betts 

, K. Hammond 

H. M. Darbyshire 

R. L. Bards 

E. A Hutchison 
C. C. Sandys Lumsdainc 

A. K. Sen 

, H. K. Stringfellow 

C. D. Wilson 

ivlcssss. Duncan Brothers & Co .. 
Ltd. 

Macneill & Be1.rry Ltd. 

McLeod & Co., Ltd. 
Gillandds Arbuthnot & 

Co., Ltd. 

Andrew Yule & Co., 
Ltd. 

Octavius Steel & Co .. 
. Ltd. 

James Warren & Co .. 
Ltd. 

James Finlay & Co., Ltd. 
Williamson, Magar & 

Co. 
National A_!!cnc!cs & Co .. 

Ltd. 
Shaw Wallace & Co .. 

Ltd. 
Balmer Lawrie & Co., 

Ltd. 

Calcutta Tea Tradsrs Association, General Cornmittee. 

0. C. Ames Duncan Brothers & Co .. 
Ltd. 

Sir Richard Duckworth. Hart James Warren & Co .. 

Ltd. 
Mr. R W. Carter Carrit Moran & Co., 

Ltd 

Mr. K. Ghosc 

E. F. Kingsky 
., E. F. F. Massy 

lvl. G. Patel 

D. Ke~howjel:" 

G. T. Routledge 
N. S. Coldwell 

3Rl! ) 

Me~srs. A Tosh & Sons. 

A W. & Co., Ltd. 
W. S. & Co., 

G. Ambalnl & Co. 
Keshowjee & Co 

Ltd. 

J. Thom:1s & Co., Ltd. 
James Finlay & Co., 

Ltd. 

Indian Jute Mills Association, General Committee. 

Mr. G. J. Gardner. (C/rairman). 

J. G. \Valton, 
Wy Chairman). 

D.P. 

M.P. Birla 
J. A. Duncan, M.G. 

J. E. Galloway 

W. F. Howe 
K. D. Jalan 
I. G. Kennedy. C.ll.L 

Rai Bahm..lur 

, A. \V. Taylor, O.ll.E. 

Messrs. Kettkll'cll Bt1llen & Co., 
Ltd. 

Thomas Duff & Co .. 
(India) Ltd. 

Ramdutt. Ramkissendass 

Birla Brothers. 
Duncan Brothers & Co., 

Ltd. 
Andrew Yule & Co., 

Ltd. 
Bird & Co., Ltd. 
Soorajmul! Nagarmull 
Jardine Henderson Ltd. 
Mukhram Luchminarain 

Mncneill & Barry Ltd. 

Indian Engineering Association, Genet'al Committee. 

!vir. H. M. L. 

B. F. Goodchild. 
(Dy. Chairman). 

1. C. Barclny 
J. W. Cameron 

K. Chatterton 

H. Chiswdl Jones 

Messrs. Guest. Keen. Williams 
Ltd. 

Saxbv & Farmer (India) 
. Ltd. 

Macneill & Barry Ltd. 
Indian Aluminium Co .. 

Ltd. 
Martin Burn Ltd. 

The Ivfetal Box Company of 
lndia Ltd. 



Mr. P. Golfey 

Sri D. N. Jalan 

, A. Ra jagopalan 

Mr. S. S. H. Sitwell 

.3uo > 

Messrs. Braithwaite & Co 
<I:ndia") Ltd. 

James Alexander Co., 
Ltd. 

Tala Iron & Stecl Co., 
Ltd. 

Jessop & Co., Ltd. 

Paint Federation!, General Committee. 

Mr. A. Y. Niblett, 
(Chairman). Messrs. Bt'i·tish .Paints (India) 

Ltd. 
J. Nicholson 

(Vicc-ChainiW!t) 
, J. Berry 

, B. Banerjee 

C. E. J. Crawford 

,, D. Minotra 

R. N. Poddar 

Jenson & Nicholson 
Ondia) Ltd. 

Shalimar Paint Colour 
& Varnish Co., Ltd. 

East India PailJt & 
Chemical Works Ltd 

Alkali & Chemical . 
Corpn. of lndia Ltd. 

Hoyle Robson Barnett 
& Co., (India) Ltd. 

Macfarlane & Co., Ltd. 

Indian Paper Makers Association, Committee. 

Mr. P. H. Sykes, (Chairman). Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., 

, C. J. E. 

D. S. Birkbeck 

" T. C. Longfield 
Y. Mehta 

Ltd. 
F. W. Heilgers & Co., 

Ltd. 
Tiibani Tissues Ltd. 

Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd. 
Karamchand Tbapar & 

Bros. Ltd. 

Wine Spirit & Beer Association of India 
Committee. ' 

Mr. G. F. W. Allan r M 
(C!winnan) ) essrs. Shaw Wallace & Co., Ltd. 

· ( •· Forbes. Forbes, Catnpbcll 
, W. P. LaRoche & Co., Ltd. {Bombay) 

Spencer & Co., Ltd. 
Wy. Chairman). 
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Mr. S. Deacon 
, J. K. Douch 

A. C. Hartley 
D. King 

, Vittal Mal\ya 
,, E. J. May 

P. H. Middleton 

M. S. Pilkington 

J. M. P. Walker 

Me<>Srs. John DE;war & Sons Ltd. 
Turner Morrison & Co., 

Ltd. 
Parry & Co., Ltd. 
Plummer Bros. & Co. 
McDowdl & Co., Ltd. 
Herbertsons Ltd 
Mackenzie Lyall & Co. 

Ltd. 
Grahams Trading Co. 

(India} Ltd. 

Phipson & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Hides & Skins Shippers Association, 
Committee. 

Mr. R. Fitzau. (Chairman). 

0. G. Mayer, 
(Vice-Chnirmnnl 

Z. Abdin 
, Iqbal Ahmed 

G. A. Jolli 
,, V. P. Malhotra 

P. Pngnon 
S. R. Salim 
Mhd. Samiulbh 

N. D. Georgopulos. 

Messrs. Vianests Calcutla Goat
skins Ltd. 

A. A. E. Blumenthal 

Enst India Tannery Co. 
Hindustan Eximp 

Traders 
G. A. Jolli 
H. L. Mnlhotra & Sons 

Ltd. 

P. Pagnon Co. 
Haji Rahim Bux & Sons 
Haji Sk. Mohd. 

Hmain Md. Jan. 
N. D. Georgopulos 

Calcutta River Transport Association, Committee. 

Mr. J. Aitken. (C!wirmnn). 

I. G. H. Ari!f, 
(Vice-Chairman). 

Messrs. Macneill & Bnrry Ltd. 
Port Shipping Co., Ltd. 

;a 



Mr. K. C. Chatterjee 

P. N. Palit 

, A. E. Plaus 

""' ) 

Messrs. Indian Shipping Ca., 

Ltd. 
Paul & Chakravartty 

Ltd. 
Gladstone Lyall & Co .. 

Ltd. 

Master Stevedores Association, Committee. 

Mr. K. C. Mookerjee, M.L.C .. 

(Presidem). 
, P. Davis, (Vice-Presidem). 
, P. K. Banerjee 

D. S. Bose 

C. Chatterjee 

K. C. Chatterjee 

Capt. A. N. Chowdhury 
Mr. W. M. Coria 

W. A. Cornabe 
N. K. Dustoor 
E. H. Farmer 
B. M. Ghose 

, K. P. Gorsia 

Capt. C. I. V. Maskell 

Mr. A. R. Mazumcler 

A. N. Mol1ammad 
, J. N. Mukherjee 

M. R. Mukherjee 
, Ranjit Mukl1erjec 

S. N. Sinha 

Messrs. Baney Madhab 

Mookherjee & Co. 
P. E. Davjs & Co. 

S. C. Banerjee & Sons. 
E. C. Bose & Co. 
P. Chnucrjee 

S<lrat Chatterjee & Co., 

Ltd. 
A. C. Roy & Co., Ltd. 
H. M. Coria & Sons 
Lionel Edwnrcls Ltd. 

D. B. Cursetjces Sons 
Buuerworth & Farmer 

B. Ghose & Co., Ltd. 
Kcshavlal P. Gorsia 
B. I. & P. & 0. S. N. 

Co., Ltd. 
Liner's (Agency) Ltd. 
M. Elias Ltd. 

J. N. Mukl1erjce & Co., 

Ltd. 
M. R. Mukherjee 

B. L. Mukl1erjce & Co. 
B. Bose Ltd. 

Indian Mining Association, Committee. 

Shri R. Maulik, (Chairman). Messrs. Jardine Henderson Ltd. 

Mr. J. W. N. B(~~~~~hairman). Macneill & Barry Ltd. 

J 
I 

Mr. A. D. C. Burbidge 
, W. E. Cntto 

Seth Indra Kumar Karnani 
Shri R. Ltll 

Mr. E. B. Leigh 

P. Mukherjee 

A. Rnjagopalan 
Lnln Knramchand Thapnr 

Mr. A. S. B. Yeoman 

3()3 ) 

Messrs. Bird & Co., Ltd. 
Andrew Yttle & Co., Ltd. 
I-L V. Lowe & Co., Ltd. 
Anderson Wright & Co., 

Ltd. 
Shaw Wallace & 

Khas 
Ltd. 

The Tala Iron & Steel Co, Ltd. 
Mcs~rs. Karamc:hnnd Thapar & 

Bros. Ltd. 
Turner Morrison & Co., 

Ltd. 

_calcutta Hydraulic Press Association, Commi.ttee. 

Mr. J. R. Jacob. (Chairman). 
A. D. 

D. P. Gocnbt 
B. L. Jalnn 
J. R. K. Modi 
D. C. W. Wntkin 

Messrs. B. N. Elias & Co .. Ltd. 
Andrew Yule & Co .. Ltd. 

Kcdarnnth Mohnnla\ 
S. C. Chunder & Co. 
Rrundutt Ramkisscndass 
Smajmull Nngarmull 
fmperial Jute Press Ltd. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Baled Jute Association, Committee. 

Sri Kedarnnth 

Mr. G. A. R. 

Sri Chnmpalnl Baid 
Tilokchand Chopr<l 
L. P. Goenka 
Tulsidas Kanorin 
Brijlal Lohin 
M. Nopany 
T. L. Scthia 

Mc.ms. Shiva Jute Baling Ltd. 

Rallis (India) Ltd. 

., Ramdull· Rnmkisscndass 
The General Produce Co., Ltd. 
Messrs. Knnchalall Lol1ia 
Shrcc Hanuman Balings Ltd. 
Messrs. Scthin & Sons. 
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Calcutta Baled Jute Shippers Association, Committee. 

Mr. G. A. R. Hills, 

R A. Burnett 

0. \V. Lugg 
W. T. MacEwan 

N. S. McArthur 

(Pre.lidcnr). 
Messrs Rallis India Ltd. 

J. C. Duffus & Co. 
(Ea~tcr!l) Ltd. 

R. Steel & Co., Lttl. 
Sinclair Murray & Co., 

Ltd. 
D. L. Miller & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Jute Brokers & Dealers Association, Committee. 

Mr. H. A. Luke, (Chairman). Messrs. W. Haworth & Co., Ltd. 
B. Meyer, Wy. Chairman). W. F. Ducat & Co. 

L D. C. Buist A. M. Mair & Co., Ltd. 

, B. Mookcrjcc Mookerjcc & Co. 
, J. Smith J. Thomas & Co. 

(J. & G.) Ltd. 
, H. A. Style Landnlc & Morgan 

Calcutta Jute Fabrics Shippers Association, Committee. 

Sri S. M. Mohtn, (Chairman). 

Mr. P. L. Drollas, 

(Dy. Chairman). 
Sri ·1. M. Gocnka 

N. K. Jalan 
N. L. Kanoria 

Mr. H. L. Robertson 
S. Stevenson 

Messrs. Jute & Gunny Brokers 

Ltd. 
Rallis India Ltd. 

Ramclutt Rnmkisscnda~s. 

Soorajrnul! Nagarmtd! 

General Fibres Dealers 

Ltd. 
Hoare Miller & Co, Ltd 
James Finlay & Co .. Ud. 

Jnte Fabric Bro\rcr'3 Association, Calcutta-Committee. 

Mr. C. D. Wheeler. (Chairman). Messrs. Innes W:1tson & Co. 

A. Caiger-Watson H. D. Curtwriglll & Co. 

Mr. T. W. Mitchell 
G. D. Paterson 

s. c. F. Pierson 

3:15) 

.Messrs King Brother;; 
Moran & Co .. Ltd. 
J. 

Ltd. 

Calcutta Grain, Oilseed & Rice Association, Committee. 

Mr. K. C. Bhagat. <Chairman). Messr~. Banshidar Ghanshyamdass 

Mohonlal Nopany 

c. L Jatia 
B P. Murarka 

~~i n:1hadur G. V. Swaika 

Daulatram Rawatmull 

Howrah Oil Mills 
Surajmull Satyanarayan 

Swaika Oil Milb. 

Calcutta Flour Mills Association, Committee. 

Mr. G. D. Jatia, (Chairman). 

S. P. Jatia 
w. J. Bcdlow 

n. O'Meara 

K. K. Misra 

K. c. Dhagat 

Messrs. Reform Flour Mills. 
Howrah Flour Milb Ltd. 

" Bahner Lawrie & Co .• 
Ltd. 

Shaw Wallace & Co., 
Ltd. 

Shrcc Lakshmi Flour 

Mills Co. 

Calcutta Flour Mills 

European Mofussil Jute Balers Association, Committee. 

Mr. J. A. Pearson, (Chairman). Messrs Landale & Clark Ltd. 

T. B. Elley I 
w. 0{v, Duncan 5 
G. A R. Hills ) 

B. M~1~arafis .} 

H. A. Luke 
A. I. Murison 

or 
G. 0. Arton 

A B. Smith 

R. J. Wilson 

Sinclair, Murray & Co., 
Ltd. 

Rallis (India) Ltd. 

Haworth Bengal Co., Ltd. 

Sarkins & Sons 

The Calcutta Jute Agency Ltd. 

Messrs. A. M. Mair & Co., Ltd. 

t: L 
~ ........................ ~~--~~~ - JUJC2JL££1~J&ilib 



{ 39G ) 

Calcutta Liners Conference, Committee. 

Mr. V. H. C. Rigg, (Chairman). 

,, J. W. Anson 

, B. E. P. Broughton 

, P. L. G. Cheyne 

, P. A. Merchant 

, J. H. H. Ross 
N. K. Sen 

T. I. Simpson 
, J. Wightman 

Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

Mackinnon, Mackenzie & 
Co., Ltd. 

Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

Scindia Steam Navigation 

Co. 
James Finlay & Co., Ltd. 
India Steamship Co., Ltd. 
Hoare Miller & Co., Ltd. 
Gladstone Lyall & Co., 

Ltd. 

Port Said, Eastern Mediterranean and North African 
Freight Rate Agreement, Committee. 

Mr. P. A. 

1. Farmer 

,, R. P. Glover 

Ph. H. Rogaar 

1. H. H. Ro~s 

Mcssr::.. Scindia Steam Navigation 
Co. 

Angus Co., Ltd. 

Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

ktva Bengal Line. 

James Finlay & Co., Ltd. 

Calcutta Continental Conference, Committee. 

Mr, J. W. Anson, (Chairman). Messrs. Mackinnon 

B. E. P. Broughton 

,, P. L. G. Cheyne 

M. Grundy 

P. Licht 

P. A. Mcrclmnt 

Turner Morrison & Co., 
Ltd. 

United Liner 
of 

East Asiatic Co., Ltd. 
Scindia Steam Nnvig<Jtion 

Co. 

Mr. W. Oetker 

V. H. C. Rig; 

Ph. l-1. Rogaar 
J. H. H. Ross 

,, N. K. Sen 

3U7) 

Mes~rs Shaw Wallace & Co., 
Ltd. 

Turner Morri~ou & Co .. 
Ltd. 

Java Line. 

Jame~ & Co., Ltd. 
Lionel Edwards Ltd. 

Calcutta Freight Brokers Association, Committee. 

Mr. E. 0. Milne, (Chairman). 

" J. N. 

, S. Mandai 

, A. K. M ukhcrjcc 

Milan Sen 

I. T. Wilson 
G. D. Williams 

Messrs. Sinclair & Co. 

P. N. Mukherjee & Co. 

H. P. Dey & Sons 
Ka~:.im & hmacl Ondia) 

Ltd. 
R. Sen & Sons 
Blacker & Co. 
ZifTo & Co. 

Calcutta Import Trade Association, Committee. 

Mr. A. R. 

F. C. Kidd, 
(Vicc-C!rairman) 

, W. E. Bailey 

L. A. Clarke 
I-I. G. Sinclair 

R. C. Knight 
R. Coleman 

Mes~rs. Roberts. Mclean & 
Co., Ltd. 

Dird & Co., Ltd. 

The General Co. 
India Ltd. 

Mc~srs. Jc~sop & Co .. Ltd. 
D<dmcr Lawrie & Co., 

Ltd. 
\VJ!]Jam Jacks & Co .. Ltd. 

Ltd. 

Calcutta Shellac Trade As::,ociation, Committee. 

Mr. A. rvt. Arathoon, Messrs. A. 1'1'1. Arathoon Ltd. 
(J>rc~idcnt). 

N. S. Rallis India Ltd. 

Dr. R. W. Aldis Angelo Bros. Ltd. 

-~ 
------------·-----~---~-' 



Mr. J. I). Agarwal!a 

K. K. Basu 

lrshad Hussain 
, P. D. Jalan 

, S. J. Johapnes 

A. C. Lucas 
, J. Michael 

P. C. Mukherjee 
D. Mukherjee 
H. B. Nemani 
B. L. Singh 

, Pannalal! Tibrcwalia 

:ios ) 

Messrs. I3. P. Agnrwalia 
K. K. Basu 

lspaha.ni Ltd. 

Pttrushottam Das Jalan 

Hovanesian Bros. Ltd. 
Alexei Luens & Co. 

J. Thomas & Co., Ltd. 
H. C. Mukherjee & Co. 
D. Mukherjee & Co. 

Shellac lndustr'ics Ltd. 
Bhagirathiram & Sons 
Shree Shyam Oil Mills 

Overseas General Insurers Association, 
Central Committee. 

Mr. D. W. Francis, (Chairman). Messrs. 

,, H. Mercer, (Dy. Chairman). 
, W. S. Henderson 

, H. Macpherson 

M. A. Wilkinson 
, F. R. Yoxall 

Royal Insurance Co., Ltd. 
Northern Assurunce Co., 

Ltd. 
General 

Life 

Atlas Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Maritime Insurance Co., 

Lfd. 

Overseas General Insurers Association 
Calcutta Committee. ' 

Mr. D. W. Francis, (Chairmall). 

S. T. Haynes 

W. S. Henderson 

, A. Mabb 

, M. A. Wilkinson 

Messrs. London & Lancashire 

lnsurance Co., Ltd. 
Phoenix Assurance Co., 

Lt[J. 
Northern As sura nee Co., 

Ltd. 
Commercial Union 

Assur:mcc Co .. Ltd. 
Atlas Assurance Co .. 

Ltd. 1 

( 3DD ) 

Associations recognised by the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry. 

NAME 

Caicul!a Gr:tin. Oilseed nnd Rice Association 
Indian Jt1te Mills Association 
Indian Tea Association 

Calculla Tea Traders Association 
Calcutta !mp:)rl Tratk As'iociation 
Wine. Spirit & Beer Association ol' India 
Indian Min:ng Association 
Calcutta 13akd Jute A~~ociation 
fndinn Paper Makers Association 
Indian Engineering A~sociation 
Calcutta Jute Fabrics Shippers A~socie1tion 

Calcutta Pt·ess Association 
Jut0 Fabric As5ociation, Calcutta 
Ca!culln Baled Jute Shippers Association 
Calcutta Liner~ Conference 
Calcutta Jute Brokers and De~der'i Association 

(Formerly. Cikutta Jute Dealers Associa
tion) 

Ca!Clltla Hides & Skins 
Calcutta Flom Mills 
Calcutta River Transport Association 
Mastel· Stevedores A~sociation 
Paint Federation (Formerly Association of 

P:tint. Colour & Varnish Manul'aeturcrs in 

lndia) 
Calcutta Freight Brokers Association 
European Mofu~sil Jute Balers Association 
Calcutta Continental Conference 
Port Said. Eastern Nkditerranean nne\ North 

African Freight Rate Agreement 
Calcutta Shellac Trade Association 
Oversc:Js General Insurers A~~ociation 

JOINED 

July 1884 
November I 884 
Mny 1885 

September 1886 
September 18()0 
December 1891 
Murch 1892 

Muy 1892 
Mny 1$95 
December 1895 

.l:t!lli:II'Y 1899 
December 1903 
January 1906 
March 1908 

Mnrch 1915 

Octobc:r 1915 
January 1919 
March 1932 
January !934 

January 1934 

April 1937 
May 1938 
May 1940 
December 1946 

Janunry· 1951 

March ,1952 
August 1952 

I 
I. 

i ~'j 
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CHAMBER RULINGS. 
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CHAMBER RULINGS'. 

When two-thirds of a ship's inward freight was payable at 
home and one-third in Calculla, it was held that "inward 
freight" meant "the freight collected in Calcutta." 

2 

There being nothing to the contrary in the Charter-Party. 
lay-days will count while a vessel is in the stream. provided 
she is ready and able to work, and boats can Ec alon!lsidc and 
deal with cargo in safety. -

If a vessel enters at a Custom House before 12 noon 011, 
say, the 1st of a month lay-days commence 24 holtrs after 
notice of readiness is given. If she enters after 12 noon then 
lay-days commence on the morniltg of the 3rd. 

Notice of readiness before inward entry of a vessel at the 
Custom House is not a proper notice. 

NOTE :-This ruling does not apply to coal chal'teJ'J;. 

3 

An agent should t'ehtrl1 to his constituents any discounts 
allowed on insurance. 

"Running days'' means every day witho\1! cxceptiott or 
exclusion. 

''Working days" exclude Sundays, Christmas Day, Good 
Friday and such gazetted public holidays as may be declared 
by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce as holidays recognised 
by the Chamber under Charter Parties and Shipping Orders. 

"Wenlher working clays" : The Comltlittee of the Cham• 
ber. on the basis or daity weather observations taken nl 
various points throughout the port and in consultation with 
the Shipping Sub-Committee of the C11amber, will decide what 

Dc-51 
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lila)' or Iilay not be considered a weather working day or a 
lwlf-weathcr working day separately for each zone of the 
Port of Calcutta, namely : 

ZONe 1. Calcutta Jetties and River Moorings from Howrah 
Bridge to Takta Ghat. 

ZoNE 2. River Moorings below Takta Ghat, Kidderporc 
and King George Docks and Garden Reach 
Jetties. 

After a vessel goes on demurrage, all time counts. 

NOTE :-Holidays are declared in December of each year by 
the Chamber, as under Shipping Orders and Charter 
Parties according to the custom of the port. 

5 

There is flo custom of the port which would make ware
housing at the jetties a shipment according to the custom of 
the port. 

New r11/o· of bwines.1·.-The limits of the Port of Calcutta 
having been extended by a Notification of the Government of 
Bengal, dated 24th June, 1886, which came into force on the 
lOth July 1886 so as to include within these limits the new 
petroleum depot at Budge-Budge, it has become necessary 
to frame a rule of business which shall meet the special 
circumstances which have made this extension of the Port 
necessary_ 

The following rule, which has met with almost uriilnimous 
support, is recommended by the Committee of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce for general adoption :-

"Unless specifled in the Charter-Party or Shipping Orders, 
steamers or sailing vessels cannot demand of the consignee to 
take delivery of, or fill up cargo, except within the limits of the 
Port, as set forth in the Notification of the 18th August 1879 
of the Government of Bengal." 

So long as a ship is to take in the stipulated quantity 
of cargo continuously, she is position to notice of being 
ready for outward cargo, no matter if a had still a portioH 
of her inward cargo on board_ 

The Indian Maund only is used by the Customs authorities 
for salt weighments. It weighs 82f lbs. 

Shipments at Diamond Harbour.-ln cases where, for 
mutual convenience arrangements arc made to put cargo on 
board vessels at Diamond Harbour or between Calcu!ta and 
Diamond Harbour, shipments so made shall be deemed to be, 
and shall be accepted, as Calcutta Shipment. 

[NOTE.-This rule is not believed to be binding on the other 
side without express arrangement to that effect.] 

10 

Vallie of Jute mnrks.-In a suit (No. 270 of 1892) tried by 
Mr. Justice Travclyan on 18th January 1893, for damages on 
account of the non-acceptance of 1,000 bales jute a question 
of the value of the jute mark was raised-on this point the 
Judge said :-

"It was suggested on behalf of the plaintilTs that, if the bales 
"were marked (mark given) and contained jute cuttings 
"of any class, they would be sufficient to satisfy the 
"contract. This would be true if the expression-Jute 
"cuttings marked (mark given) has no meaning in the 
"market. If on the other hand. it has any such meaning 
"tl1en the plailltifrs must, under the terms or section !_!3 
"of the Indian Contract Act, be taken as guaranteeing that 
"the goods supplied were what is commercially known by 
"that description." 
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Section 113 of the Indian Contract Act, JX of 1872 is 
as under:-

11-~-When goods are .~Did 0.1· being of a certain denomina
tion, there is an impficd warrnmy that they are ~uch goods as 
arc commercially known by that denomination, although the 
buyer may ha\'e bought by :,ample, or after impection of the 
bulk. 

E.rp/anation.-But if the contract :,pecifiwfly slate that the 
good5·, though sold as of a certain denominmion, are not 
warranted to be of that denomination, there is no implied 
warranty. 

The Committee understand. as the invariable custom of the 
jute trade, that a certain mark carrie~ with it un!css specifically 
contracted for otherwise, a certain guarantee of with a 
reasonable divergence ruled by crop and period 

11 

General liability of JJrof...er.1·.-A reference having been 
made by the lndian Jute Manufacturer~' A~sociation "on the 
general question of the liability of Broker~". the Commi!tee 
replied-"Jn their opinion a broker i~ liable to his principals 
for consequences if he doc~ not deliver ir.lentical contracb." 

12 

Sunda)'.\' and Chartcr·Pr1rty Hofirlny.\ in relation to 
Mercantile Comracis.-Goods falling due for delivery on 
Sunday or on a Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday, must be 
delivered on the day previous to the Sunday or the Charter
Party and Shipping Holiday as the ca~e may be 

13 

Steamer.\' lay day.\ under Con/ Charter-

I A steamer's lay days commence at G A.M on the 

worUng clay next following the day before 12 noon, 
of which notice of readiness to load ha~ been given, 

( 40ii ) 

the period of notice being taken to be 24 hours unl_ess 
otherwise agreed betwcc:n . the . partiCsi 
Notice cannot be given un\11 t!JC vessel i~ cntcre_c 
oul\vards at the Cu~toms Home nnd (/JJ llntil she JS 
within the limits of the Port. as ddined in the amended 
Notification No 18·Marine of the 22nd 1921 
of the Government of 8cn~al. Sunday~ ~nd 

shall be excluded from the period of n~llce of 
ness and half time ~hall count lf work JS. eommenccd 
prior to the expiry of the notice of readmes'i. 

2. Half a lay day shall be counted. \\hen lmtt~ing is com
plete by mid-clay Should work to be camecl o~ after 
mid-day a whole da) <;hall be counted. Thts ru~e 

shall not, howe\er. apply when there i~ a clall'iC l.n 
~he Charter Party that demurrage and ~~spatch ~~ 
payable "pro rata for every part of a day 

14 

Rate of Erclwnge for pavmenl of Ocean Freights, Stcan:cr 
!-lire and Delnlll"ragc in a Currtlltl" .other than lndwn 
Rl pee\· . All Ocean and all Steamer lmc and demurrage 

1 
· ·in Calcul!a unless otherwise arranged, be c~lcu
at the Banks' selling rate for Demand ~rafts as certtfied 

. the Calculla Bank<;' As~ocintton anr.l posted_ at 
~~~~~~~- in the Royal In the c~~e of outward btlls 

of lading the rate shall be the ~anh' s.::lhng. demand ral~:t~~ 
the day of shipment and ascertamcd by the d<~te ~f the t for 
receipts; Rnd, when there is more than one, mates_ be 

. ll the date o[ the last mate~ recerpt 
one .consJgnmer , , f shipment for the whole consignment. 
constdered a~ the dat~ 0 the rate shall be that current 
In a case of mwar~ brlls ~~~en! of is made. fn the case 

on t!1e on wlll~~~.;;~rs the rate be that current on 

~~e t~;:l; on which l~ir~ is payab~c a~cording _to the tcrm:h~~11~~ 
Charter-Party. Demurrage w::~~hcl~s' dcl;and In the 
paid in rupees at t~le rate of . ) blc bv Steamship Agents, 
cnse of claims on tmport C[lrgo paya • 
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the rate shall be that current on the day on which the steamer, 
in respect of which the claim is made, enters the port of 
Calcutta. r~ the event of any of the above dates falling on a 
day on which no rate is posted the rate shall be that current 
on the last previous date of posting. 

15 

Discharge of salt steamers at Calcutta : Usual discharging 
moorings.-The term "usual discharging moorings" when used 
in a Charter Party docs not restrict the discharging berths to 
those moorings known as the "Calcutta Moorings." 
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