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the 27th February 1948,

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce was held at the Royal Exchange, Caleutta, on Friday,

at 3 o'clock p.m. The meeting which wasg

presided over by the Sir Hugh Cumberbatch, President of the
Chamber; was addressed by Mr. N. R. Sarker, The Hon'ble Minister
for Finance, Commerce and Industries, Government of West
Bengal. The following were also present :—

MR. S. N, VARMA .

SIR EDWARD BENTHALL,
5 WL
Mg,

D. H. GILES
E. VEVERS

C. M. HUMFREY
H. R. HARDING -

R. L. do CHAZAL

. B..MATHEWS

G. W, GEMMELL
D. I Durr

E.
0. W. Luce

A. MUKHERJEE -

T. W. A. CARPENTER
a]’ S. ‘OFFICER

H. 8. MICHELMORE |,

F.'S. MrroneL,
P: Gorrey
H: W. T. Hamy
P. J. F. Parsons

T. R. HuTsoN .
A. P. CHANDA

=}

Messrs. Allen, Berry & Co., Ld. .

Alliance Assurance Co., Ld.

Messrs. Asbestos Cement L.

Associated Electrical ~
Industrics (India) Ld.

Atlantis (East) Ld.

Ballardie, Thompson &
Mathews.

Balmer, Lawric & (o, Ld,
Barry' & Co.

Bird & Co. and F. W.
Heilgers & Co.

Braithwaite & Co, -
(India) Ld.

Britannia Biscuit. Co., Ld.




MR. C. A. MAGUIRE

J. W. G. CHURCH

T, GODLEY

A; C. WATKINS

"

. M. S. CHUNDER
» A N. CHUNDER
. F. STACKARD -
A. W. WHITE

"

H, WORKMEN *

»

W M, WHYTE
A. MCLAREN
J. R. VERNEDE

»
"

L. SQUIRE

¥

S. STEVENSON

. G. Ay GEORGIADI
T. S. GLADSTONE
A 3. BLKINS, O.B:E.
W. E. SKIPWITH

"
W

NEIL BRODIE, OLE.

"

J. H. WATSON
H. A LUKE

»

»
»

E. LYNE
J. A, E. EVANS
‘W. A. BELL

W. FErEUSON
D. J, MCINTOSH

o

M. N. BHATTACHARIEE '

Messrs, British

Insulated
Callender’s Cables Ld.

The Calcutta Elecgic Supply

orporation Ld.

Tlie Caleuttd Tramways Co., Ld.

The Chartered Bank of India

"

Australia and China.

} Messrs. S C. Clunder & Co.

Commercial Union
- Assurance o

Do, Wtson & Co., Ld.
W. P. Ducat & Co.
Thomas Duff & Co., Ld:
Duncan Brothers & 6}‘7'1,

A.W. Figyis & Co., Ld.
James Finlay & Coa Ld.
G. A. Georgiadi & Co. -

Gillanders, Arbuthnot
& Co.

Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.
and Lyall, MarShnléd'c
. 0.

GQlenfield & Kennedy Ld
W. Hawoith & Co.
Hodré, Miller & Co., Ld.

Inperial Chemical,
Industries (India) I.d-

Indian Cable Coy Ld,

A. BENJAMIN
D. WHEELER

A. PATERSON
.F‘ S, ‘WARREN

J. GARDNER
H. GROVE

BQ 8 oH o

B. STEWART
N. BMART

S. SMITH
P. D. SYEES

J. C. HOSKYNS-
ABRAHALL

oY e

=

F. B. SPENOE
J. S. FRANKS

P. S. BOURNE

R.
ﬁ. T. ORR DEAS
P. G. KNoTT

RT. HON. OLORD
RAIGMYLE

H. SHEDDEN

H. C. BANNERMAN

R. J. WiLson

R. J. .CrOW

A. H. SYmME

THOS, P. BRODIE
C. A. HERBERT

J. R. WALKER,
F.I.T, M.L.A.

G. Asth
F. H. SHARPE
J..C. Nvex

J. MATLLEY
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} Messrs. Innes, Watson & Co.

b

”

Jardine, Henderson Ld.

Jessop & Co., Ld.

Kettlewell, Bullen &
Co., Ld.

Landale & Clark, Ld.

Landale & Morgan.

Lever Brothers (India)
Ld.
Liverpool & London &
Globe Insurance go., Ld.
Lyons (India) Ld.

Mackinnon, Mackenzie
«Co.

Macneill & Co.

A. M. Mair & Co.

May & Baler{(India) Ld.
MeLeod & Co., Ld.

Mercantile Bank of
India Ld.

Merz & McLellan (India)

. D. L. Millar & Co., Ld.

Mirrlees Watson Co., Ld.
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»

. A. MANASSEH

H. N. BETTS

J. RAMAGE B
S. A. WINTER
D. H. FERGUSON

S. G. SMITH

M. AINSWORTH -

R. P. F. SMALLWOOD

J. MOFARLANE, M.C. '

A. H. GALLOWAY
G. R. CROOKS,

G.-EUTHYMOPULO
C. M. KEDDIE

A. R. HoLt

H. B. ScorT

G. W. BENSON
E. G. MAY .

SIR CHARLES MILES
Mg. T. B. ELLEY

P. PAL
W. J. B. WALKER
*C. H. THOMAS

A.'W. CHRISTIE
H. E. CorN

M. FLEMING.,
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Messrs. Moran & Co., Ld.

b

. Mytton, Wallace & Co.

Morgan, Walker & Co.

- Northern Assurance
Co.,

»  Norwich Union Life
Ins. Society.

»  Ocean Accident'& Gua-
rantee Corporation, Ld.

. w. . Oclavius Steel & Co., L.
S Price, Waterhouse, Peat
& Co.

" Ralli-Brothers Ld.

Roa/al Eaxchange. Assurance
Corporation.

Royal [nsurmwu Co.; Lil.
" Messrs. David Sassoon' & Co. Ld.

»  Shaw, Wallace & Co.’

W Sinclair, Murry & Co., Ld. -

The S.K.F. Ball Bearing Co.,.Ld.
The Statesman Ld.

Messrs. J. Thomas & Co., Ld.

» J Thomas ( Juie &
Gunnies) Ld.

o John Thompson Wolver-
hampton (India) Ld.

" W. J. Walker & Co.,

» E.RAJARAM RAO,
M,

oo C. 0. THOMPSON

L5

MR. C. A. SMITH
» C.A.INNES

By
THE HON'BLE SRI H. C.
NASKAR - ~
MR. S. BANERJEE, C.LE., L.CS.
s J. K. MITTER

A, B.Le

RAI BAHADUR J. N. GHOSH, .
MA. .

MR. N. SHERRARD-SMITH,
M.B.E. ...

» D. K. SANYAL, O.B.E.

» C.H.DERRY -

DR. W. P. TSAIL

MR. F. M. INNES, O.LE.

+ W. H.J. CHRISHE, cs.I,
O.LE., 0.B.E.

w -D. C.BaRR

.f S.N. R,{Y. C.I.E.,,I’,C,S.b

% H.S. SUHRAWARDY -
»  G.W.TysoN

1, H. ROWAN HODGE

Messrs. Weddel (India) Ld.
" ' Andrew Yule & Co., Ld. *

invitation.

Minister, Gout. of W. Bengal.

Member, Boazd of Revenue,
“West Bengal.

Collector of Customs, Calcutta.

Department of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics.

Post Master General, Bem/al.

Calcutta University Appomtuzents
oard.

American Consul General,
Calcutta.

Corisul General for China.

Adviser in Palistan o the
Central British Committee.

Adviser in India to the Cenlral
British Committee.

European Group Corporation.

Chairman, Caleutta Improvement
rust.

Central Brilish Committee.

President, BEuropean Association.
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u.c . " The President, in opening the proceedings addreéssed the
MAHARAJADHIRATA . . . N T i X
M AHATAB, B-A,, M.LA. meeting as follows
- . . of Burdwan. -
& G Mr. Sarker, Gentlemen,
Mg, E. A. BENSON ... Australian Govt. Trade Commis-
sioner, Calcutta. Wo meet today under the shadow ofa great tragedy and I
. ol C issioner feel that those present would like firstly to know what. the
. NORMAN RAMSAY w U. K. Dy. High Commissioner. Chamber did on behalf of all its members during the period of
. - boos ’ ing for the late. Mahatma Gandhi. On the day following his
. ... U:K.Dy. High Commissioner's mourning ¢
»  L'B.-A. GROVES U. . High Office. assassination I called upon the Premier on your behalf to express
4 . our horror and sympathy. At the same hour the Vice-President
. A, W.BURTON w.  H.M.Trade O""“”“‘"“-’Mc',élml”a attended a joint ‘meeting of the Calcutta Chambers called for the
same purpose. Later, this. Chamber was paid the courtesy of
D. A. BRYAN having its President made a. member of a Committee which His
o Tea Licensing Committ Exoell the Governor d to_ disouss details of the
;i »  D.C. GHOSE Ii!dtan ea Licensing Committee. < d with the i of the Muhatma's ashos
i ! b .,
i J. N. MUKHERJEE ... Chairman, Calcuita Freight or! the 12th and of course I attended the meetings of this Com-
i " Brolers Association. mittee. .
\;
i , M.K. POWVALA ) Then on'the 12th tiie . Vice-President and I had the pnvllegé
L [g M. P. BIRLA . Chairvian, tndian Jute Mills of attending the Immersion Gsremony at Gandhi Ghat.
| “ " Associations. :
il Secondly, T am sute you would wish at chis, our first. meeting
| o K.L.Jamia ... Chairman, Calcutta Flour Mills since the . tragedy took place, to pay respect to Mahatmaji's
| ASSOCW’m?L memory and I would therefore ask you to confirm the resolution
l C. L. JATIA which was accepted by the Vice-President on your behalf af the
‘i T o . joint meeting of Chambers of Commerce to which I have already
I\ » C. L. BAJORIA ...  Chairman, Calculta Hydraulic referred, by standing while I read the resolution :
i : Press Association. -
‘\ ., MiRzA A. RAZA . Chairman, Calcutta Jute Fabrics - . The agsassination of Mahatma Gandhi has ‘stnnned thg;
g hippers Association. enmre people of the country. The. representatives .of the
\ . b of all nationalities a bled at this meeting pay
i . D.N.SEN ... President, Bengal Nutional to his memory their .respectful homage. The manner’ in’
i Chamber of Commerce. which Gandhiji’s life was ended will ever romain a matter of -
. ! shame and sorrow to the people of this county. The meeting
» . K.BASU ... Senior Vice-President, Bengal . N .
National Chamber of Commerce. calls upo'n all .sectlons of the corpmarcml community to
strive their best in the cause of goodwill, love and peace among
» B, L. JALAN President, Marwari .Chamber of all  sections of the people and to labour together in harmofiy
i : Commerce. for the good of our country for which he lived and died.
i . - X * 'Their joint eforts will be the most fitting memorial to
i i »  KASSIM A. MOHAMEP . e President, Muslim Chamber of Mahatmaji”,
|1 “Commerce.
il JRSEE
] P
ik




S(483)

Many new chapters have opened’ since we. lnct met and -this
“is of course our first meeting in Independenb India and West
Bengal. We had hoped until only the beginning of this week to
welcome here today the Hon'ble Premier of West Bengal, not only
as o great and distinguished member of both these new entitles but
alsoas the first Premier’ of thé - province to address our ‘Chamber
atan Annual General :Meoting.. He had intended’ to come but
finally could not postpone his: -visif to.Delhi long enough to do so.
He has, however, atno little inconvenience, I know, to himself
and to, the Hon: Mr: Nalini' Sarker, arranged ‘with him to be
present in his‘stead. “We most warmly. welcome you, Sir, the first
Minister of this' province to address our ‘meeting. Your presence
gives us great encouragement as well'as pleasure. I sincerely trust .
this particular chapter -which you :will open when you address
us will be'a long and happy. one. {4pplause) I need hardly assure
you, I amsure, Sir, that you and the Government of West Bengal
will at'all times receive -the full ‘support-and active co-operation
of this Chamber in upholding law and order and fostering.com-
merce and industry to the benefit of the province. . In taking up
the burden of these heavy -offices you ‘and.thePremier have shown
yourselves to be true’ patiiots.; We are not unaware of the weighty
problems that will come before you and I beg to convey, on behalf
of this meeting, our very.sincere good wishes to the Premier and to
you, Sir, agalso to yo\;r colleagues in the CubineL {Applause)

To our other dmtmgmahod guests we also extend a very wanm
welcome. .

. It is my privilege and plemsure on your behulf most smcere]y
to. welcome to. West Bengal our “first Govarnor, His Excellency
Sri Rp.]agopulacha]m}‘ Weare™ fully aware of the good fortune
thet has come to West Bengal in having so great a ‘man as
Governor and, we most lespectlully wxsh him every success in
hisnew task. (Applause)

I tuke th\s opportumty ulso of puymg a mbuze to Sir Frederick
and Lady Burrows who came to, India atan extremoly anxious
time and gave- of their. best, to the province of Bengal. With our
sincere thanks, ond, them our best wishes for many years of
happiness. (A4pplause)

(9)

Just as great chapters in history have opened during the
year under review, so have industry and commerce passed through
many vicissitudes. Confidence. in the future resulting from
favourable official .pronouncements has been followed by the
grave concern caused by contrary pronouncements, in their turn
ensued by a return of confidence for the same reason, and then
destroyed again, and so on until confusion has become worse
confounded.

The only point I can find, on which almost complete unanimity
is evident, is that production must be increased. Yet,so many
pronouncements seem to be designed to make this quite impossible.
I have, of course, studied most carefully.the long and important
statement, as published in the newspapers, which the Prime
Minister made in Parliament at Delhi on the 17th February. My
personal reaction has been one of mixed feelings in respect of
confidence about the future, but as the Prime Minister himself
made quite clear, the Government has not yet had time to decide
in any detail -what its policy shall be in regard to nationalization
of industries. We are all anxious that this should be decided as
early as possible but must admit, which I do freely, that it is not
a matter to b dealt with in a hurry and the Gdvernment have
certainly had more than a fair share of almost overwhelming
burdens to deal with since they have been in office. In short, I
find it encouraging to know that our Government are treating
this. vital matter with the full consideration which it is due.
To those whose grave responsibility it is to come to a decision on
this vital issue, I-would only say at this stage that nationalization
of industries, particularly those already in existence, can never
be justified unless two conditions are satisfied—firstly that private
enterprise is proved to be incapable of producing the results
which nationalization aims at and, secondly, that nationalised
industry can equal private enterprise as a source of revenue to
the nation and at the same or less cost to the consumer. It has
yet to be d ted that these conditions are.in fact satisfied.
On the other hand, it is clear that such projects as the Damodar
Valley Schemo offer a wide and proper field for government
enterprise. Such schemes do of course receive our cordial support
and co-operation and we are confident that they will prove of
great benefit to the countryfolk who are those most in need of help.
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Now as to rationalisation of which we are hearing so much,
surely in this country, particularly in this province, we have in
the managing agency system, the finest form of rationalisation
industry and commerce could possibly have. It seems however
from the resolutions recently adopted by no less a body than the
B i re C it appointed by the All-India
Congress Committee, that they, instead of being proud of possessing
this fine system which so benefits the country; wish to abolish
it, presumably as something unsocial and obstructive to the
country’s progress. The Committee must be under some mis-
understanding. The system is of the greatest value to the country,
as the history of the companies under this form of management
so clearly shows.

Firstly, it has been the practice of managing agents to float
companies and put them successfully 6n their feet before asking
the public to subscribe. The result of this practice, which I do
ngf: suggest has been universal particularly of recent years, but
which was the origin of most industries in being to-day—the
result is that the public were not asked to subscribe to ventures
until they had been proved sound and profitable. There were
failures but thege were nearly all carried by the managing agents
and not by the public at all.. To those interested I would Tecom-
mend the study of the history of companies with managing
agents as compared with those without them. The comparison
shows the fornqar to have given a far better return to shareholders
and thus to the country by way both of groater production and
higher contributions to the revenues of the country in taxation.
Let those who abuse the system be attacked just as any other
misereant but nét the whole system to the grave detriment of the
nation.

In any case what is this freedom in India worth if o company
is not free to choose the form of management which it considers
to be best in its.own interest, and is to be hampered by 00 many
legislative restrictions ?

The Economic Programme Committee's report enunciates
aims which in general ave those of many other countries. They
may be Very sound and praiseworthy, but the methods they
propound in order to achieve these -4ims are quite unsound. T

(1)

have no doubt whatever that, unless the Government of India
define their policy in very, very different terms to those of the
Programme Committee, production und industry will tend to
shrivel fast, certainly not flourish, whereas the universal crying
need is to produce more wealth so that it may be distributed.

May I quote from a well known Journal writing about another
country, not India, but the words seem remarkably apt here too :—

“Never was there a greater need to preach the doctrine
of liberating motive powers and taking the brakes off all forms
of economic activity. There is no single motive power, but
several, each appropriate in its own sphere. Let the social
motive be exploited to the full wherever it can operate to
advantage. And where the only conceivable motive powers
are those of individual enterprise, let them also be .encouraged.
Itis by this means, and not by the rancorous jealousy of
dead-levellism, that it will be possible to achieve ‘A new con-
ception of society with a dynamic policy in accord with the
needs of a new situation’ " ‘

It is on these sound principles, Gentlemen, that we in this
Chamber—in common with industrial interests in Bombay and
with the Indian Chamber of Commerce in Calcutta—have based
our recent strong criticisms of the Economic Programme Com-
mittee’s recommendations. In telegraphing our grave apprehen-
sions to the Government of India we have emphasised very
pointedly the deleterious effects which the Committee’s policy
cannot fail to have on the flow of capital into India's Industries
and on India’s economic status in international trade and - finance.
‘We have stated unequivocally that thé effect of the adoption of the
Committee’s recommended policy will be to undermine all con-
fidence, to dry up capital investment from all sources and to
drain capital from existing industries, thus resulting in serious
financial emb: t, in further reductions in industrial output
and in the i diate di t of India's ic and
industrial development.

Under this roof last December I spoke at length on the ques-
tion of labour direction. While no great improvement has mani-
fested itself as yet, we can, I believe with justification, feel that
both the Central and West Bengal Governments with which we
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are directly concerned, will now control W\r.h determination any
unreasonable or violent action by labour. This "is a good omen
for the future and I sincerely trust this attitude will be maintained
particularly, if I may say so, Sir, by your Government. We have
suffered from interference and lack of realism in these matters so
- much that discipline has already deteriorated to such an extent
that unless the deterioration is promptly and .firmly arrested, it
may prove a long and tedious job to regain full control. This is
one of the tials to increased prod and industrialisation.
‘Wo know, Sir, neither you personally mor your colleagues have
had time yet to make your policy fully felt, but we do urge upon
you again the necessity of speedy action in this direction.

As T pointed out last December one of the main methods of
harrassment to which we bave been subjected is the abuse of the
TIndustrial Disputes Act. Companies without warning have been
submitted to adjudication when no real dispute has even been
apprehended by employee or employer—as witness the recent order
referring to adjudication o total of 267 alleged disputes between
Caloutta commercial houses and their clerical and . subordinate
staff. Matters have been adjudicated upon which have no place in
a Tribunal, awards have conflicted one with the otlier, and many
are not conformable with the law of the country. It would seem
that some Tribunals consider they are. appointed for the purpose
§f making laws and recourse has on several occasions had- to be
made to the High Court for protection from them. Moreover,
although we appreciate and understand the desire of the adjudi-
cators to arrange a Settlement more or less acceptable to both
pnhias in the dispute, we cannot help feeling that in many cases
they have gone too far in their desire to appease the representa-
tives of the workers. Some of the awards have laid down princi-
ples and have given concessions which in the long run will prove
to be serious burdens on industry and, unless they can be reversed
or modified ab a later date, will eventually cost the country dear.

. We have no quarrel with the aims and objects of the Industrial
Disputes Act and have no intention of suggesting it should be with-
drawn, nor have we ever had such intention ; but experience shows
more and more - clearly that modifications to it are essential and
we have pressed for some, and intend to continue doing so.
Perhaps the most important amongst theso is the right of appeal

(i3 )

to the High Court against awards which over-ride the established
law of the land.

‘We look to you and to your coll Sir,” with fid
for support in these matters and can assure you we are not at all
unmindful of the need for the uplift of the poorest in the land and
that we are most willing to co-operate to that end.

We have all read with great interest and respect your budget
speech in the Bengal Assembly on the 17th instant. Your note of
confidence in the future is most encouraging, as is the assurance
that development schemes are to be planned with the greatest care.

-We welcome in particular Your expressed intention of making
every endeavour to establish friendly commercial relations between
East and West Bengal as the freg and smooth flow of trade
between these two is of such vital importance to us.

I make no apology for referring now to the grave crisis that
has just arisen in the Jute Trade as a result of the Central Govern-
ment’s unjustifiably continuing to interfere with it, against !he
advice of all those d includi hatically
countries. The latest fantastic “deal” in gunny export quotas has
placed not only exporters but the Jute Mills, Banks and Steamer
Companies in a chaotic position which bids fair to bring a major
crisis to the port of Calcutta. The repercussions that will arise
unless immediate modification of the present quotas is made are
indeed disquieting. As things are, mills will have to find new-
buyers ; regular exporters will have to break their contracts with
clients throughout the world ; new parties without any knowledge
of the business will have to find buyers abroad willing to purchase
from them; and Steamer Companies will have to guess as to
where and when to place and direct their ships. Bankers will have

. bought foreign exchange in immense amounts from exporters to

cover the latter's sales ; exporters will now have to cancel these
contracts at heavy cost and the banks concerned in turn have to
cancel their sales of foreign exchange to the Controller. This
must upset the Controller’s calculations as to his forward foreign
exchange position, as the sums involved will be very large.

Representations have been made in the strongest terms to the
Government of India by all concerned and I would now ask you,
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Sir, to bring to boar the influenco of your Governmont in protoct-
ing o vitnl part of tho provinoe’s commorco and in('cnmtionn.l trado
by, supporting the domand for the immodinto cancollution of gunny
oxport quotas. (Applause))

T'o turn now Lo our more domostio wflnirs, you will soo [(rom
tho printod report alrendy ciroulnbod what subjeots your Committeo
have boon busy with during 1947, It has boon o yeur of much
anxiety—not lonst towards and sinco its closo—in tho mattor of
food supplios for tho largoe industrial population in "’.‘d around
Culonttn, With roduced and cortainly inadequato rations of rico
and whoat prodaots during rocont months, it is not surprising that
wo hero have viowod with some approhension the poliey of pro-
wrossive docontrol of food announced by tho Gtovernment of Indin
last Docombor. Girontly ns wo wolcomo moasures of docontrol in
othor directions; and fully as wo rocogniso tho dosirability of
rosboring trado to its normal channols, food is such . vital need if
production is to bo maintained and improved that wo must on this
occasion counsol n policy of tho groatost cnution. Risks cannot
be taken whero the staplo food of the peoplo is concerned. I know
that Govornmont wre fully soizod of this mujor problem and tako
this opportunity of assuring you, Sir, of our full co-operation—
which wo have rocontly agnin offored to the Ministor of Civil
Supplios—in combaling any unsocinl’ afttempts to ombarrass tho
administralion by holding up the crop, and in maintaining our
Foodstaffs Schomo at: tho highost piteh of officionoy ns part of
Groutor Caleuttn’s food rationing systom. Whatever Governinont's
ultimate policy may bo, I think I am corroctly intorproting tho
viows of our mombors whon I say that, as industrialists, wo shall
* rolrin our organization in boing until wo nre assurod agninst any
rocurronce of tho 1942-43 conditions of searcity and famine which

fivat brought our Sehomoe into existonco. An part of the Gavorn-
wmenk rationing systom, the Chumbor Tood Schomo continuos—not
without grout difficulty during tho rocont months—to distributo
. supplios Lo just shovt of ton lakhs of indnstrial workors and thoir
dopondants, .

In conclusion, 1 wish to tako this o
thanking all thoso who huve lnbourod unsolfishly in tho public
intorost as our roprosontativos on the ustonishing numbor and
varioty of Inatitutions, Boards wnd Con

prorbunity of cordially

nmittoos on which our’

nomineos sorve. Tt is, I think,. fitbing for mo toduy to singlo out
for thanks our formor reprosonbntivos in tho Bongal Logislative
Asombly and Council. (Applanse). The rocont constitutional
changos havo roducod our roprosontation to two soaty in tho Wost
Bengal Tiegislativo Assombly—onoe for tho Chambor Constitnonoy
nnd ono for tho joint constitnonoy of tho Julo Mills, Toa, Mining
and Trados Associations. That our roprosontatives rocoivod a most
ocordial rocoption in the now logislature whon thoy rocently toolk
thoir soats is o sourco of much sntisfaction to ws—in roo on,
porhaps, that wo havo still n usoful contribution to make to tho
Asgsombly's doliborations, but cortainly as a porsonal tribulo fo
the two stalwarts who havo nssumod tho hoavy rosponsibility
of- roprosonting ws. T rofor to Mr. J. R. Walkor, tho ublo and
popular londer of the formor Buropean Group in tho Bongal
Assombly and to Mr. 0. 1L Olarko who lod tho Group in tho
Counoil (dpplause). Wo aro indood indobtod to thom for tho
Horvico thoy continuo to give to thoir rospoctive consliluoncios
und to the new Provinoco of Wost Bongal,

- Notwithstanding tho groatly roduocod roprosonbation whioh
tho . recont Onlenttn Municipal Amondmont Ack will in futuro
afford ua intho Culenttn Qorporation, thero also wo shall confinuo,
without foar or favour, congoionbiously to sorve tho intorosts
of tho eity in which wo livo, Whnt has boon an uphill and often
thenkloss fask hithorto, will booomo an oven moro diffieult one
to onrry out offoctively from now on. But thore will, T am suro,
bo no’ lack of onthusiam for it and to those who will ‘shortly
robiro from sorvico in tho Oorporation our gratoful thanks aro duo.

(Applanse.)

Lostly, T must thank oll mombors of onr numorons standing
Committoos and Sub-committoos, partioularly my oolloaguos on
tho Chambor Committeo individually and s o boam. Tho yoar

. has hoon ono of snatained and at fimos of almost unbonrable

prossuro; bub ot ovory onll T have mado upon thom, and thoro
woro mony, they gavo unatintingly end without fuil, 1t in good
to soe that meny of thom will ho mombors of your Committoo for
the onsuing yoor. Your nffairs could mob bo in bottor hands,
Mr. Bonthall, on whom I have loaned #o hoavily throughout the
your” for advico and holp, has already sorved tho Ohambor nobloy.
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Now, as your President, he will guide your affairs in the aomling
ri i d ability.
i from experience, great wisdom an
year with, as 1 know ’ o e,
The Hon'ble Mr. Sarker then addressed the Meeting "as
follows :—

Mr. President and-Gentlemen,

I thank you for the honour you have don? me'by asking me
to address your members at your Annual Meeﬁlng, in the absence
of the Premier. On behalf of my colleagues in the Government
and myself I also express our thanks to you for your war?] we}.
come which we very much appreciate. PersoAnally speaking, it
is indeed a pleasure to me to see so many familier faces‘and meet
amongst you so many old friends with many of wh?m it was my
pleasure and privilege to.work . in the commercial and nth?r
spheres. The Hon’ble Premier, who was to have addre'sssd this
meeting, had to leave for Delhi ona very important,ofﬂcm} errand
and it has fallen on me to speak a fow words to you in his place.

Mr. President, I am sure you 'do not expect me, as &
Provincial Minister, to speak categorically on those ‘matters of
high policy and all-India significance,. now ' awaiting a final
decision, some of which have been referred to by you. ButI
welcome this opportunity of knowing your reactions to our current
economic problems at first hand, I have no doubt that your points
of view on the various issues will be given due consideration by
by the proper authorities at.the Centre who v!ill shape the foture
economic policy of the Dominion.

I was greatly touched by your feeling references to Mahatma
Gandhi. It shows that there are occasions when we can
transcend the' traditional differences between the East and West
“and that all citizens of the country, irrespective of caste, creed or
colour can share the same sentiments. The resolution passed by
you was quite becoming of your great organisation and your
appreciation of Gandhiji’s ideals and your resolvé to follow them
are very laudable indeed.

Before I proceed to deal with- some of specific points raisdd
by you, I would like to make a few preliminary observations which

- (1)

may help to clarify the "background against Which, in my opinion,
such problems should be viewed. The impact of recent events on
us has been terrific. The emergence from war to peace is in
itself & period of anxious transition. In our case this has also

incided with the ch from d d to ind dence,
followed-by the partition of the country and the consequent
turmoil; and all this has come upon usin such rapid succession
and we have been overwhelmed by $0 many immediate problems,
economic, political and adminigtrative, that if there is .some
confusion somewhero, it should not be considered as too gloomy
a portent of the future. It may cause some uneasiness but should
not give rise to any- serious misgivings.

Viewed on a larger canvas, there are signs of change almost
everywhere in the world. The old order seems to be in the
process of a radical change and the emphasis is shifting slowly
in some countries but rapidly in others to the emergence
of the common man in the foreground. In your own country,
also, you have no doubt noticed this change. But this need not
and should not cause any undue alarm. Whether it is due to
the compulsion of events or to the evolutionary processes of
history, heed not concern us. But not only is the spirit of change
in the air & powerful force but I do not also see any reason
why we should impede it. Change of any kind is naturally
followed by some regrets somewhere but we should accept it as
the inevitable law of the universe. All that we should be con-
cerned with isto see that the country, as a result of the passing
of the old order, is not poorer “but richer, the people happier and
our prospects in every sphere brighter than before. I can assure
you that those at the helm of affairs in these difficult times are
anxious to see that the change is not fraught with any dire conse-
quences. !

. You have referred to the question of nationalisation and ox-
pressed your anxiety in regard to the future of private enterprise
in this country. In my opinion the recent speech of the Prime
Ministor of India in the Constituent Assembly and also at the
recent meeting of the All-Tndia Congress Committee should set at
rest any doubts, if they still oxist, regarding the policy’ of the
Government. This should prove re-assuring to even the most
pessimistic amongst you, Tt is the clear and wnequivocal policy
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of the Government not to impede the pressing needs of production
by any big up-setting faotor involved in the process of sudden
nationalisation. Itis.also not the intention of the Government
to waste their resources, none too substantial as these are, in the
near future in trying to nationalise existing industries except
where it is absolutely essential. Moreover, the Government after
tackling the many immediate and stupendous problems with the
existing administrative and technical machinery with all its limita-
tions can hardly be expected to undertake the baffling burden
which a system of complete nationalisation will doubtless impose.
They may, of course, start some select industries of their own in
the interest of larger production which, nevertheless, will still
leave a wide enough scope for private enterprise to grow. In
other words, the government will allow all these three sectors,
viz., existing ind 103, Stat lled new ind and private
enterprise to operate in harmony and without conflict so that the
combined efforts of all these three may increase our industrial
output. I do not, therefore, see any reason why there should be
unnecessary alarm, at this stage, as regards the future of private
enterprise in this country. It should, however, be realised that
the old concept of laissez faire is fast disappearing from the eco-
nomic code all over the world, and if there is o larger medsure of
State regulation in the larger interests of the country in the near’
future, this should not be construed as any unjustifiable encroach-
ment on private enterprise. I have set out my own views in this
regard as clearly os I could enunciate them in my Budget speech
as also in my reply to the Budget debate which probably have
come under your notice. I hope ‘all these enunciations of policy
will remove any misgivings that the Government are not going
to afford all reasonable opportunities to private enterprise to
function without any serious dislocation. -Nevertheless, it would
be prudent to recognise that Socialisation is the ultimate goal,
not” only of the Government of this country but almost everywhere
in the world. But the process, I can assure you, would be gradual
so that it may not suddenly uproot any existing interests. I hope
the taxation policy of the Central Government  which will be
known by to-morrow evening may help you to correctly gauge
the intentions of the Government.

Regarding the system of Managing Agency you have expressed
your misgivings about the policy: adumbrated .by the Economic
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Committee Report of the All-India Congress Committee. I yield
to none in my appreciation of the role that the system has played
up to the present in the industrialisation of this country. As
one views the industrial development of this country from the
beginning right up to the present day, one can see the hand of
the Managing Agents writ large across it. By taking risks in
the complex process of starting industries and providing capital
and managerial and technical personnel, they performed a most
important part in setting up industries in this country. I do not
also deny that for quicker industrialisation there will yet be
need for the system fo exist under revised conditions and safe-
guards. While I say this, T express my doubt at the same time
whether in the modern trend of economic ideals the system can
hope to endure for a very long time. Well started on the road
of industrial development and with the growth of a sufficiency
of managerial and technical skill, the country may no longer
need the fostering care of Managing Agents and the system
will have outlived its utility. I am not aware that the system
flourished at any time in any country that is industrially
advanced to-day.

You have referred to the question of return to shareholders
on this context. I am aware that the Managing Agency system,

by distributing large profits, has earned a good deal of popularity..

But that, by itself, cannot be the only criterion of its utility or
justification of its continuance. It cannot be denied that it has
tended to concentrate wealth and economic powers in a few

‘hands and modern democratic tendencies have naturally begun

to frown on it. This is not to suggest that the system should be
rejected off-hand on mere doctrinnaire principles. On the
contrary, 1 feel, on very important practical considerations, that
the system, which has given an impetus to quick and effective
industrialisation in India, has not quite played out its role and
for some time yot it should continue with necessary adjustments
and proper safeguards. Reputable firms of Managing Agents,
with their resources of knowledge and experience, do still enjoy
the special advantage of attracting the necessary capital for
industrial enterprise on account of the confidence they have of
vrivate investors in this country.

It is also no longer in accord with present trends to give
unrestricted freedom to industrial enterprise, to choose its own
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form of management. This can hardly be the policy of any
progressive and enligh d

government to-day. T do not suggest
that the Government should interfere needlessly or even fre-
quently, with industrial management. But in the larger interests
of the country and in conformity with modern tendencies a
popular Government is expected to guard against abuses. It is
ulso to” be realised that in the Constitution now boing framed with
universal adult franchise as its main cornerstone, the common
man will bave the largest voice in shaping the country’s industrial
policy. The common man of to-morrow will not be like his
forbears but more intelligent, better educated, more knowledgeable
and capable of undertaking greater responsibilities. He is going
to have a decisive voice in the shape of things to come and there
is likely to be more insistent demand for a thorough overhaul of
our existing economic system. But he may not, merely for the love
of change, scrap every old institution, especially when he finds
that it may impede the production of wealth. But Iam afraid the
old days of large scale profits have passed, perhaps never to return.

d‘mT(;rning to the food problem, I may say T fully recognise the
ifficulties you have referred to in connection with ipi
i any pro 17
volicy of decontrol of food. T while we
are pursuing a policy of progressive decontrol in other commodities
gel have not dec?ntrol[ed Tice in the interest of the City of
fact:tta, the feeding of whose large industrial population is one
:: e foremost, and, may I add, baffling concerns of the
;;ovutrx{nlent. I can assure you that whatever policy we may
:n(;p in zuéure, the {wad of the large industria] population in
around Caleutte will be given the utmost consideration.

Naturally enough the

! problem of labour
nently in your address. cth

has figured promi-
Tam aware that the

situation created in

the business community.
policy of the Governmen
process of settling labour d
be conciliation, and,
labour and managem:
machinery,

As T have indicated
b 15 to follow g gy
; isputes in whicl

failing this, arbitratior
ent can hope ¢
It is most unfortun
many cases become a convenient t

in the Assembly, the
tural sequence in the
the first stage would
. Inmy opinion both
0 geb a square dea] from such a
ate that labour, of late, has in
0ol in the hands of fomenters of

As you must have noticed, while we '
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discord whose interest is always to fish in troubled waters. I most
wholeheartedly deprecate such violent and disruptive tendencies
which are calculated to-retard production and react adversely on
labour itself. The Government consider this tendency to be a
serious menace to the cause of progress. It is no longer possible,
however, to treat labour in the same old fashion as in the past. In
order that labour may be enabled to place their just demands
effectively, it would be our policy to encourage trade unions
organised on sound lines so that labour can have a fair deal. But
the difficulty is that labour in our country being mostly illiterate,
some’ so-called labour leaders, in order to serve their own political
ends, utilise them to their advantage, disregarding the important
fact that in the productive process, labour is not the only factor to
be considered and there are others, such as shareholders, manage-
rial-and technical personnel and consumers, who must also be
considered. As regards the conflicting findings of the Arbitration
Tribunals to which you have made a reference, I may assure you
that T shall bring these to the notice of my Hon'ble colleague, the
Labour Minister, and the Government will surely give these their
due consideration.

As I have said in my Budget statement, it would be our
oarnest endeavour to keep a friendly commercial and economic
relation between the two Dominions, particularly between East
and West Bengal which only a few months ago were parts of a
United Bengal. Tn fastering such a relation which is mutually
beneficial, your great organisation, many members of which are
doing business in the other province, can play a very great part for
keeping the relation betweeu the two friendly. I hope you will
not mind my saying that apart from other considerations, from the
point of view of your own interest, also, such a relation should be
encouraged by all means, because ‘if the minority community,
"which is the backbone of the industrial and commercial lifo of East
Bengal feels constrained to leave their province under a sense of
frustration, it will undoubtedly react adversely on you also at least
for some time. :You are welcome to render unto East Bengal all
help and assistance to enable her to find her feet in trade and
industry, but we shall, at the same time, expect that whatever you
may do you will please see that it does not adversely affect the

interests of the Indian Union in which you have your principal

seat of business. :
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I have listened -with great concern to your remarks regarding
the confusion created by the jute quota distribution. Complaints
have reached me from various.sections of the business community.

as also from some of the foreign consulates in this regard. Jute

is a matter of vital convern to West Bengal and I readily agroe
to your request to use our good offices with the Central Govern-
ment. As T have stated in the Assembly, I shall, in due course,
make a statoment on the result of our discussion with the
Central Government,

I must express my sincere thanks to you, both on behalf of
my colleagues and myself for the kind assurance of co-operation
which you have extended to us. on behalf of your Chamber. I
very much welcome this gesture of goodwill on your part and T
think 1 express the sentiments of my colleagues also when.I say
that we would always value your co-operation in the develop-

ment of this province in the service of which your contribution
‘has been so striking.

Mr. President, I do not kn,

I oW if I have sounded a mnote of
optimism or of gloom.

But I believe that if, in-these difficult
and changing times, we take a long view of our problems and the
Government and the people and the business community, in short,
all who are deeply concerned i

0t so stupendous that they cannot be
resolved by our concerned effort, All that is wanted is the will

to'succeed,‘coumge in the face of troubles and faith in the ultimate
bright destiny of our country, . In all this, T am sure, I can count
on your help, co-operation and good wishes, (Loud Applause)

MR, A, P, EENTHALL,
Mr, Sarker and Gentlemen,'

Ttis my privilege, Sir, to
a cordial vote of thanks to yoi
“to-day and for addressing us,

Propose on behalf of thig Chamber
u for so-kindly attending our meeting

We realise the hea
Ministers have to work g
entailed by their visit to.

VY pressure under
nd We appreciat
-day.” We hope,

which the Hon'ble
e the sacrifice which is
however, that this will
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not be the only occasion on which the Prime Minister or /a senjor
member of the -Government will attend our meeting, and we trust
that your visit to-day will prove to be a precedent by whlc[} yo.u
or yZ)ur successor in office will address us on this occasion in
future years.

Before concluding, I should like to remind members that ('.'he
Hon'ble Ministors will now. probably wish to withdraw. ‘Wlnle
they are leaving, the meeting will adjourn for a few minutes,
but on the return of the President to the Chair, the agenda of the
meeting will be resumed. .

I now on behalf of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce offer
vou, Sir, our most sincere thanks.

(The Hon’ble Finance Minister then withdrew from the

meeting).

THE PRESIDENT :—

Gentlemen, as you will have seen from the agenda, we have
now a certain amount of formal business to transact.

You have had in your hands for some days the 1947 report
and accounts of the Chamber to be presented to this meeting for
adoption.

As regards finance, the Licensed Measurers Department with
the assistance of a 30 surchargo on their rates finished the year
with the small surplusof income over expenditure amounting to
Rs. 9,086/- after meeting the enhanced charges, particularly
establishment charges, to which we have all been subject during
a year of rising costs and inflated values. In view.of the increas-
ing uncertainty of the trade of the port during the coming year,
especially with the suspension of gunny shipments due to the
“quota ” confusion to which I have already referred -today, the
Committee of Management of the Department will shortly be
reviewing the Department’s financial position as a whole to ensure
as far as possible that income will be sufficient to cover the
anticipated expenditure.

As your President pointed outa year ago, the vudjustments
made in August 1946 in clerical and subordinate staff salaries
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and dearness allowance have had their full effects on the
Secretarial Department during 1947 and have resulted in a
deficit of Rs. 1,40,209/- to which falls to be added the Royal
Exchange deficit of. Rs. 23,269-13-0. This result, which was
anticipated, has been unavoidable in a Department whose income
has always had to be adjusted retrospectively to cover its
essential reduirsmanu, [am glad to say ‘that steps have been
taken by the Chamber Committee to ensure, with the minimum
repercussions on members and connected Associations, that
sufficient income will be available this year and next to restore
our financial position and avoid further infoads into the Chamber's
small capital reserves. In common with others we are faced
with demands on the part of the clerical and subordinate staff
notwithstanding & complete recent review of their terms of
setvice and it will now fall to the *Industrial Disputes Tribunal
(Mercantile)” to give an award on the outstanding points. ‘We have
gone along way to meet all reasonable grievances of the -staff
concerned and consider that the terms offered are reasonable and
fair.

Gentl I now invite . b to comment on ‘the report
and accounts or to address the meeting on any subjects of interest
to the mercantile community.

There being no questions or comments, the President then
moved Resolution I :— .
" That the Réport be accepted and the Accounts passed ",

Mr. J. R. C. Taylor, G.LE., seconded the Tesolution which was
put to the meeting and carried unanimously,

THE PRESIDENT—Resolution IT oy the agenda. I now move
as follows :— .

“That the election by the Committ

tee of the following firms and
companies be, and is hereby, confirmed :—

Chamber Members :

Alkali & Chemical Corporation of India Ltd.

- Associated Tnstrument Manufacturers (India) Ltd,
G. Atherton & Co., Ltd, .

Babeock & Wilcox of India Ltd,

o

|
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5. Birkmyre Bros. Ltd.
6. British Tabulating Machine Co., Ltd.
7. Carritt Moran & Co., Ltd.
8. Columbia Gramophone Co., of India Ltd.
9. W.S. Oresswell & Co., Ltd.

10. A.W. Figgis & Co., Ltd,

11. The Indian Cable.Co., Ltd.

12. Jardine Henderson Ltd. .

13. Kaye Marden & Co., (Bastern) Ltd.

- 14. Kilburn & Co., Ltd. -
- 15, Mirlees Watson Co., Ltd.

16. Phipson & Co., Ltd. .

17. The Power Gas Corporation Ltd,

18. Queensland Insurance Co., Ltd.

19. -Harold F. Ritchie (India) Ltd.

20. A J. Shellim & Co., Ltd.

21. J. Thomas & Co., Ltd.

22. J, Thomas & Co. (Jute & Gunnie) Ltd.

23. Weddel (India) Ttd:

24" James Wright Ltd.

Associate Members :

Air France,

Tirestone Tyre & Rubber Co., of India Ltd.
Froedom-Valvoline Oil Co, .

The Groat American Insurance Co., Ltd.
National Cash Register Co.

Nestle's Products (India) Ltd.

Mr. G. W. Gemmell seconded the resolution which was carried
unanimously.

' THE PRESIDENT :—Gentlemen, I now report as follows the-
result of the voting for the Committee of the Chamber for the:
ensuing year :—

President :
Mr. A. P. Benthall.
Vice-President :
Mr. A. J. Elkins, C.B.E.
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Committee Members :

Mr. W. A. Bell

» L. P. 8. Bourne

» Neil Brodie, C.I.E.

» A. L. Cameron

» J. McFarlane, M.0.
Sir. Charles Miles, 0.B.E.
Mr. A. C. Watkins

Thave also tothank Mr. Toft of Messrs. Price Waterhouse
Peat & Co. and Mr. Arthur of Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes for
continuing the past practice by giving their services as scrutineers
-of the voting papers.

‘Will the Vice-President please move resolution IIT, ?
MR. A, P. BENTHALL.

Before moving the important Resolution whigh stands in my
name I should like to take the opportunity of thanking you very
sincerely for the great honour you have done me in electing me
your President for the coming year. I realise the magnitude of
the responsibility which will fall on me and the extent of the
difficulties which lie ahead. But I know that the Vice-President
and Committee whom you have elected will give me every possible
support. For my part, I shall do my best to justify the trust -you
have shown in me.

I now beg to propose—

* That Messrs. Lovelock and Lewes be and are hercby re-appointed
Auditors to the Chamber at the same remuneration as before.”

The resolution, seconded by Mr. D. Inglis Duff, was carried
“unanimously. .

MR P. . S. WARREN i~

Mr. President and Gentlemen.

—Ttis my happy privilege this
afternoon to propose a vote of tha: B i

nks to the outgoing Committee.
In merely seeing the end products of this body's deliberations,
28 presented to us in the form of the numerous reports, circulars
:n(t obhef!‘ bi Which b such a valuable
eature of the Chamber’s activities, we are -perhaps apt to take a
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.good deal for granted and overlook the great amount of time and
thought involved ; but having once had the honour of serving on
it myself, I well know how exacting the duties can be. Yet even
so, T feel that my own small experience must be child’s play
.compared with the endless uncertainties, sudden shocks and
mounting difficulties with which they have been faced in their
term of office. Indeed, having succeeded in escaping most of the
‘troubles by being on leave, I must confess that I was agreeably
surprised on my return to find them all so very much alive and
kicking, and we are fortunate in having had such a sturdy band
to look -after our interests through a period of such exceptional
itrials, .

It is, therefore, with a d sense of obligation”that
I ask_you to join with me in expressing our warmest appreciation
-of all their arduous and devoted labours on our behalf, to which
.end T now have pleasure in proposing that a cordial vote of thanks
be accorded to the Vice-President am‘l other Gentlemen of the
-outgoing C i for their t of the affairs
-of the Chamber during the past year. (Applause).

‘MR. G. EUTHYMOPULO :—

It is my pleasure and privilege to propose a hearty vote-of
thanks to the retiring President of the Chamber, Sir Hugh
Cumberbatch. I need not enlarge on the onerous and complicated
duties which devolve on the President of the Chamber in these
-extremely difficult times. This must be obvious to everybody
here. Besides, Mr. Warren has just emphasised all of this, and
if the Vice President and Committee have so much to do, you
may well imagine that the President has even greater calls on
his time and energy.

What I would particularly like to say, however, is the
following. I have been in this country for 36 years: I have
listened to many a presidential speech, but I have seldom heard
- more courageous, sincere and outright speech than that
delivered by Sir Hugh in his presidential address to the Asso-
ciated Chambers of Ci last D ; and also his speech
‘today. Everything he says is outright and to the point, and
whatever modicum of criticism it may receive, he has done
the right thing at the right moment and said nothmg but the
actual truth. -
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‘When I think that at the time ofthe Assdciated Chambers” N : . . X
meeting his health was not ‘of the best, and that shortly after L . REPORT
delivering that presidential speech, he had to enter a Nursing : ¢ . )

Home and submit himself to an urgent operation, his performance | . o E
is the more praise-worthy, and we can all realise the strain which i
he must have undergone during those days. .

T hear ‘with regret that Sir Hugh Cumberbatch will be or
retiring from India shortly : may I wish him and Lady Cumberbatch,
on behalf of us.all, many happy years in Europe (if this is b

. possible  under present conditions) and assure him that we shall
always remember him. Good luck to them both. (Loud Applause).

THE PRESIDENT

I most sincerely thank you, Mr, Warren, and you, Mr. Euthy-
"mopoulo, on behalf of the Vice-President and out-going Committee
as well as on my own behalf, for the very nice things you have
said about us all and:also you, Gentlemen, for the way in which
You have so kindly endorsed them. It is very much appreciated.

THE COMMITTEE A

" oF THE

Mr. Tasker and Mr. Orr Deé.s, two members of last year's
Committee, retired during the year, and I would like to thank them
for their labours on our behalf and wish them many years of
happiness in their retirement. )

 BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

For the Year 1947,

Before sittirig down, I wish to record my deep gratitude to our
Secretary, Mr. Fairbairn, and to his staff. Nothing has been too
much or too difficult for him and his staff and while T am most
thankful for the unceasing and invalusble halp to me, it is ot T
alone who should be thankful but every one of us, who as members.
benefit from this very first-class Secretariat. Mr. Fairbairn is
proceod_ing on leave shortly and I am sure you will all join me:
in wishing him the happy holiday with his family which he has
so richly earned.

(4pplause).
_ CALCUTTA: v
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There being mno further business,

the proceedi
terminated. v sdinge then
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President.
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BENGAL GHAMBER OF GOMMERGE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1947,

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have now
the honour to submit to the members of the Chamber their repor}
for tho year 1947,

Committee :—Tho following gentlemen wore elected to the
Committee at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on
the 28th February 1947, President—Mr. (now Sir) H. D. Cumber-
batch, (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. Ltd.); Vice-Presideni—Mr. A, P.
Benthall, (Messrs, Bird & Co.) i Members—Mr. W. A. Bell, (Imperial
Chemioal Industries (India) Ltd); Mr. A. J. Elkins, ©.B. B
(Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Cq.) ; Mr. H. W. T. Hain, 0.B.I.,
(Mossrs. Braithwaite & Co. (India) Ltd): Mr. (now Sir) C. W.
Miles, 0.BE. (Messrs. Shaw, Wallaco & Co.); Mr. A. T. Orr
Deas, M.C., (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.); Mr. E. A.
Paterson, (Messrs. Jardine, Henderson Ltd.); Mr. L. O. Tasker,
(The Chartered Bank of India, Australin & China).

The following changes took place during the year. In July
Mr. L. O. Tasker resigned his seat in view of his impending retire-
ment from India and Mr. A. C. Watkins (Tho Chartered Bank of
India, Australia and China) was olected to fill the vacancy. In
September Mr. A. T. Orr Deas resigned his seat as he was proceed-
ing out of India for a period of some months : the Committes
elected Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne of the same firm to take his place.

With the passing of the Indian Independence Act, 1947,
the Council of State ceased to
function,

Council of State,

One of the immediate offects of the transfer of power on
August 15th and- the division of
Bengal into the two Indian and
[’nl(isb)m provinces of Wost Bengal and East Bengal, was that
under the Indinv ( Provincial Legislatures ) Order 1947, which
came into force from that date, the fourteen seats previously
held in the Bengal Assembly by r bi of the

Wast Bengal Legislative Assembly,




consﬁtu’enoie‘s of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Indian :

Jute Mills Association, the. Indian Mining Association, the Indian
Tea Association and the Caloutta Trades Association, were reduced
to two—one for the member elected from the Bengal Chamber
Constituency and the other for representation of a combined Con.
bt of the four A iations mamed above. The choice of
candidates is at present confined to those whose names appear on
the electoral rolls of either one or the other of these constituencies
and on these two members rests the  responsibility of presenting
the viewpoint of the commercial and industrial interests in West
Bengal which the tywo new constituencies represent.

The members of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly re.
ing the two Ci ies have recently been elected. Mr.

J. R. Walker has been teturned by the Chamber Constituency and

Mr. C. E. Clarke, Master of the Calcutta Trades Association,
represents the Constituency comprised of that Association, the
Jute Mills, Tea and Mining Associations.

The repreéentatives of the Chamber on the Caloutta Port Com-
mission af the oclose of 1947
were :—Mr. Neil Brodie, C.LE
(Méssrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.), Mr. (now Sir) H. D. Cumber-
bateh (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.), Mr. A. J. Elkins, C.BE
(Messts. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.), Mr. J. F. Elton (Messrs.
Kilburn & Co.), Mr. J, Morshead (Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co.
Ltd.), Mr. A. T, Orr Deas (Messrs, Meackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.).

Calcutta Port Commission.

With the expiry of the term of office of Mr. J. Morshead on il

January 1948, the Committee olected Mr, J. Aitken (Messrs. James
Finlay & Co., Ltd.) to fill the vacancy, :

His term of office oxpiring on the 20th March 1947
Mr. (now Sir) H: D. Gumberbatoh was se-elooted for  further poriol
of two years. - Mr. A. R. Bliots Lockhart, C.LE. (Messrs. Gladstone,
‘Wyllie & Co.) was elected as a representative on the Caleutta Port
Commission for a period of six months from 7th June 1947 in place
of Mr. Neil Brodie on leave, Mr. Brodie resumed. As the term
of office of Mr. A. 7. Elking, ¢, 5, g, expired on the 11th June 1947,
the Committee re-elected him for a further term of two years. Mr
Elkins took leave from the 20th-October 1947 to the 25th January
1948. and Mr. J. H. Wilison was elected to serve on the Calcutts
Port Commission for that period, Mr, Elkins resumed,

-ants.

(s}
At the beginning of the year the Bengal Chamber of Commeros

Constituency was represented on

Cale Municipal C. tion, N
eleutts Municipel Corporation the Corporation of Caloutta by the

following Councillors :—

Mr. J. N. Smart (Leader), Messis. Landale & Clark Ld.;
Mr. J. N. Birch, Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Ld.; Mr. E. H.
Edney, Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ld.; Mr. W. R.
Humphrey, Messrs. Kilburn & Co.; Mr. A. A. Wise, Mossrs,
Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.; Mr. C, W. Tassie, Messrs. James
Finlay & Co., Ld.

Mr. F. Spence was later elected to the vacancy caused by the
resignation of Mr. Smart. Mr. Humphrey was replaced by
Mr. W. G. Oross of the Caloutta Tramways Co., Ld., and Mr. Birch
by Mr.J, A. Benjamin of Mossrs. Innes Watson & Co. On the
resignation of Mr. Edney, the Hon'ble G. Holland Hastings of the
Planters Stores & Agency Co., Ld. was elected in his place.

_M'r. T. Godley (The Caleutta Tramways Co., Ld.) continues as
the representative of the Chamber
on the Board of Trustees for the
Improvement of Calcutta. He was re-olocted on the expiration of
his term of office on the 14th March 1947,

Calcutta Improvement Trust.

The representatives of -the Chamber on the Bengal Boiler
Commission are:—Mr. G, P,

Chestney (Messrs. Burn & Co.)
and Mr. J. M. Grant (Clive Jute Mills).

Bengn! Boiler Commission.

The  Chamber re-nominated.  Mr, C. B. Corbett

M ill & Co.) as its rey a-
tive on the re-constituted Board
of Examiners for Boiler Attend-

(Messrs.

Board of Examiners for. Boiler
Attendants,

Mr. A. Nicoll (Manager, Union North Jute Mill) and Mr. R, 4,
Oliver «(Messrs. Martin & Co.)

on. are the .representatives of the
Chamber on this; Gommission;

Bongal Smoke Nuisances Commi




(4
Mr. L. P. S. Bourne (Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.) is
the representative of the Chamber

Indian Conl Grading Board. on this Board.

M. B R, Hogarth (Mossts. James Finlay & Co, Ld) was the
. representative of the Chamber

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation - "yp.40 Gommittes throughout the

Consultative Committee.
year.

Mr. G. Troup, A.M.L E.E. (The Calcutta Blectric Supply

Corporation Ltd.) served as the

‘The Electric Licensing Board, Bengal representative of the Chamber on

this Board throughout the year. i

Mr. F. F. M. Ferguson, (Dunlop Rubber Co. (India) Ltd.) con-
tinaed to represent thg Chamber

Bengel Board of Communications. on the Board of Communications.

Mr. R. J. L. Oakley (Messrs. Kilburn & Co.) is the representa-
tive of the Chamber on this

Calcutta Traffic Advisory Board. Board. )

Mr. A. H. Syme (Messrs. A. M. Mair & Co.) was the reprosenta-
tive of the Chamber on this Com-

Indian Central Jute Committee. mittee during the year.

Mr. W. Morrison (Manager, Angus Jute Mill) and Mr. A, Heys
(Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen & Co.
Ld.) are the representatives of the
Chamber on the Managing Committee of this Institute.

Bengal Textile Institute, Serampore.

The Chamber's representatives on the Auxiliary Force
Advisory Committee are: Mr.

The Auxiliary Force Act 1920 : A. J. Elkins, OBE, (Messrs.

Advisory Committee.

Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) Col.

W. H. Grice (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ld.)

In view of the decision made by the Ministry of Railways |

(Railway Board) that no Chamber
of Commerce be permitted more
then one representative on a Local Advisory Committee the

E. L R. Local Advisory Committee.

(5)

Mr. E. Goode (Messrs. Cox & Kings (Agents) Ltd.) was
appointed to ‘serve on this Com-
mittee which was constituted
in the "middle of the year by the
East Indian Railway, Howrah Station in order to assist mill,
factory proprietors and traders in general with regard to facilities

Railway Advisory Committee, Howrah
5.

, required in connection with booking and delivery of goods.

On the retirement from India of the Sir Harry Townend
the Chamber nominated Mr. (now
Sir) C. W. Miles, O.B.E., as a re-
presentative on the Local Advi-

Bengal Nagpur Railway : Local Ad-
visory Committee.

sory Committee.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Commercial Panel
of the Railway Rates Advisory
Committee are the following :
Mr. I. G. Kennedy, C. B. E., (Messrs. Jardine, Henderson Ltd.) repre-
senting the jute trade; Mr. R. H. D..Campbell (Messrs. Shaw,
Wallace & Co.) representing the grain seed and petroleum trade ;
Mr. H. C. Bannerman (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) representing the
tea trade ; Mr. D. F. Macmillan (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.)
representing the coal trade ; and Mr. D. G. Sevastopulo (Messrs.
Ralli Brothers Ltd. ) representing general trade.

Railway Rates Advisory Committee.

In March Sir John Burder (Messrs. Jardine, Henderson Ltd.)

Indian Tea Market Expansion Board, 0516760 his seat on his doparture

) to the U. K. and the Chamber
nominated Mr. E. E. Corstorphine to fill the vacancy. The other
representative of the Chamber on this Board is Mr. A. B. Jamieson
(The National Bank of India Ld.)

Mr. J. P. Young (Messrs. Angelo Bros. Ltd.) and Mr. G. C.
Georgiades (Messrs. Ralli
Brothers Ltd.) are at present the

Indian Lac Cess Committee.

representatives of the Chamber on the Governing Body of the
Indian Lac Cess Committee.

representation of this Chamber has been reduced from two to one. Mr. W. Withall (Messrs. Bird & Co.) has been nominated as the
The Chamber’s  representative now on the East Indian Railway Campbell Hospital Visiting ropresentative of the Chamber on
Local Advisory Committee is Mr. J. R. C. Taylor, 0.LE. (Burma Committee. the  re-coustituted  Campbell
Shell Oil Storage & Distributing Co., of India Ld.) i Hospital Visiting Committee,

Ed T




(6)
Mr. R. J. R. Davidson (Messrs. Andrew Yule & C‘o.‘ Ltd.)
‘ was re-nominated as the re-
presentative of the Chamber on
the reconstituted Visiting Com-
mittee of the Medical College Hospitals.

Medical Colloge Hospitals Visiting
Committee.

Mr. H. W. T. Hain, C.B.E., (Messrs. Braithwaite & Co. (India)
Ltd.) succeeded Mr. E. A. Paterson
(Messrs. Jardine, Henderson Ltd.)
in May as a representative of the Chamber on the Governing
Body of the Mayo Hospital. The other representative is Mr. W. A.
Huitt, M.B.E. (Mesgsrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) who served
throughout the year.

" Mayo Hos

Governing Body.

On hm procesdmg to the United Kingdom on furlough Mr. G.
J. Cutler resigned his seat from
the 1st April 1947, The Chamber
then nominated Mr. W. J. Ross-Hurst of the Tea Districts Labour
Assooiation, Ranchi to ﬁl} the vacancy.

Ranchi Mental Hospital Board.

On the retirement in July of Mr. C. Steuart (Messrs. Jardine,

Heuderson Ltd.) the Chamber

t::y Minto's Indian Nursing Associa- nominated Mr. P. E, G. W. Parish

(Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot, &

Co.) to be its tive on the O of -the Bengal
Branch of the Lady Minto’s Indian Nursing Association.

Mr. Neil Brodie, C.LE. (Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.) is the
representative of the Chamber on
. the Committee of the Calcutta
Hospital Nurses Institution. In addition to a direct nominee of the
Chamber, the President, Sir Hugh Cumhelbatch ‘is-a member of the
Committee.

Caleutta Hospital Nurses Institution.

Sir Hug}: Cumberbateh (Mesgsrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.) the
President, is the ex-officio represen-
tative of the Chamber on the
Managing Body of tha Bengal Branch of the Indian Red Cross
Society.

Indian Red Cross Society.

The President, Sir Hugh Cumberbatch (Messrs. Andrew Yule
& Co., Ltd.) is also the cz=officio

Tepresentative of the Chamber on
the Committee of Management of this Fund,

e

ley Canning Memorial Fund.

;'
|
|

(7]

Mr. J. Morshead is the representative of the Chamber on the
Board of Trustees of the Indian
Museum.

The Indian Museum.

Mr. W. A.. Huitt, M.B.E. (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie &
Bengal Board of Film Censors. Co.) continued as the' roprosenta-
tive of the Chamber on the Board.
of Film Censors,

The President, Sir Hugh Cumberbatch (Messrs. Andrew Yule
. & Co., Ltd.) is ex-officio Trustee

and a member of the Executive

Committeee of the Victoria Memorial representing the Chamber.

Victoria Memorial.

Mr. W. Toft (Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, Peat & Co.) and
Mr. K. F. L. Harris, C.A. (Bird &
. Co.) are the Tepresentatives of the
Chamber on the Governing Body of the Government Commercial
Institute. The latter succeeded Mr. K. R. Fettes early in 1948,

Government Commercial Institute.

Mr. F. W. A. Carpenter (Messrs. Bird & Co.) is the represen-
tative of the Chamber on the
Governing Body of the Calcutta

Calcutta Technical School.

Technical School.

The Chamber’s: representative on this Board is Mr. F. W. A.

Board of Apprenticeship Training. Carpenter of Messsrs. Bird & Co.

Mr. K. R. Fettos, C.A, R.A, (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot &
. Co.,) ‘represents the Chamber on
the Board of Governors of St

St. Thomas’ School.
Thomas’ School.
The President, Sir Hugh Cumberbatch (Messrs. Andrew Yule

& Co., Ltd.) is an ex-officio member
of the Board of Governors’ of this

La Martiniere : Board of Governors.
Institution.

Mr. K. R. Fettes, C.A., R.A., (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot &
Co.) .the nominee of the Bengal
Chamber is the representative of
the A iated Chamb of C of India on this Board.
He has recently resigned and the vacancy will shortly be filled.

Indian Accountancy Board.




(8)

Mr. H. M. Molesworth (Imperial Chemical Industries (India)
Ltd.), continued to represent the
Indian Statistical Insttute: Chamber on the Council of this

Institute. )

Mr. A, J. Elkins, C.B.E. (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.)
and Mr. A. W. Taylor, O.B.E.
(Messrs. Macneill & Co.) are the
representatives of the Chamber onthe Committee of th? Disbri?t
Charitable Society. In November Mr. Taylor left India on six
‘munths leave and Mr. C. L. Corsar of Messrs, Mack'mno{]_
Meckenzie & Co. was elected to represent the Chamber in his
place.

District Charitable Saciety.

Mr. A. W. Taylor (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) is also the re-

. presentative of the Chamber on

Gavernment Workhose Counel the Committee of Management of
, the Government Workhouse.

Mr. J. Morshead (Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., Ltd.) is the
representative of the Chamber on

European Unemployed Repatdation ) o 0y itteo.

ociety.

The President, Sir Hugh Cumberbateh (Messrs. Andrew Yule
& Co., Ltd.) is the ex-officio re-
presentative of the Chamber on
the Central Council of the Ex-

Ex-Services Association : Central
Council. i

Services Association.

Mr. W. J. R. Walker, 0.A. (The Statesman Ltd.) continued

to serve as the representative of

The Crichton Trust. tre Ohamber o e e of
Trust throughout the year.

Mr. E. Lyne (Messrs. Hoare, Miller & Co., Ltd.) continued
to serve asthe representative of
the Chamber on the General
Committee of this Society for the

Caleutta Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals.

year 1047-48.

At a meeting on the 21st April convened by the Government
of India, Transport Department
at the Port Office, Caleutta, the
Chamber’s representatives, in support of written representations by
the Chamber, objected toa resolution of the 1st March by the

[ ————

Advisory Pilot Committee.

(9)

Government of Tndia appointing an Advisory Pilot Committes for
1947 which the Chamber claimed did not adequately represent
ship-owners’ interests at the Port of Calcutta.

The Committee did not function during the year under review,
but Government agreed that in future the Chambers of Commerce
in Caleutta would each nominate one person who had experience
of shipping and commerce to the Port Officer, Pilotage for
submission to the Transport Member who would make the final
selection.

"On the re-constituted Central Advisory Committee for Light-

houses the Chamber nominated
Central Advisory Committee for

Lighthouses " Mr. A. H. Ford (Messrs. Macki-
nnon, Mackenzie & Co.) as one
of the repr i of the A iated Chambers of Commerce

of India on the Central Advisory Committee for Lighthouses.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Committee of
Management of this Association
are Mr. A. H. Ford (Messrs.
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.)
and Mr. A. H. Hume (Messrs, Turner, Morrison & Co., Ltd.). They
succeeded Messrs. P. G. Knott and L. W. Balcombe respectively
in March and May 1947. Mr. Balcombo has recently been
re-nominated to replace Mr. Hume who has gone on leave.

Seamen’s Welfare Association :
Indian Seamen’s Clinic.

On the expiry of the term of office of Mr. D. Gladding, C.LE.
(Caleutta Electric Supply Corpora-
tion Ltd.) the Chamber put for-
ward the name of Mr. J. W. G. Church of the same Corporation
to take Mr. Gladding’s place.

Provincial Transport Authority.

Mr. C. D. Ferrier, M.A,, B.SC. (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot
. . & Co.) was re-nominated by the
Gritenlsdvisory Board on Forest Bongal Chamber of Commerce
for a further term of office as
the representative of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of
India on the Central Advisory Board on Forest Utilisation.
Mr. Ferrier has recently resigned and Mr. C. Williamson of the
same firm has been nominated in his place.
Mr. G. J. Gardner (Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen & Co., Ld.) is the
L representative "of the interests
;l;:::;l: Trado Marks Advisory Com- connected with the Chamber on
this Committee,
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Mr. J. Meek of the General Electric Co. (India) Ltd. Madras,
is the representative of the Asso-
ciated Chambers of Commerce of
Indie on the Court of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.
/

The Indian Posts & Telegraphs Department proposed to appoint
a Telephone Advisory Committee
in Calcutta and asked the
A iated Chamb of Cx of India to nominate a represen-
tative . on the Committee. ~The Chamber put forward the name of
Mr, W, E. Skipwith of Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co. who
has been elected.

Indian Institute of Science Bangalore.

Telephone Advitory Committee.

Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.)

was appointed the representative

a‘:::'e:n‘::“ﬁ":‘"‘i“h""‘ Anti Fil- of {he Chamber on the above
Committee for the year 1947.

Mr. J. D. Geddes (Messrs.

Mr. 8. D. Gladstone (Messrs. Ogilvy, Gillanders & Co., London)
is the representative of the
Chamber on the Executive Coun-
cil of the Federation.

Federation of Chambers of Commeree
of the Bettsh Emptrer

In March 1947 Mr. H. A. Wilkinson, C.B.E. was nominated to
represent the Upper India and

" Bengal Chambers of Commerce on
the Committee of the Federation.

“International Feden\wn of Master
otton Spinae;
Association,

This Council was reconstituted by the Government of India to
include only one representative
of the Associated Chambers of
Commerce. The Chamber nominated Mr. G. Euthymopulo who
has elected to represent the Associated Chambers.

Export Advisory Council.

On the constitution of this Advisory Board by the Government
of West Bengal in November 1947
the Chamber was invited to send
one representative to attend
meetings of the Board. Dr. E, C, Fairhead, B.Sc., A.R. 1.C., PH.D.
(Tmperial Chemical Industries (India JLd,) was nominated to
represent the Chamber,

Industrial Re'urch Board,
‘West Beng:

T SR
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" The Chamber Tribunal of Arbitration.

(1)

Jardine Henderson Ltd.), the
- Bengal Chamber’s nominee is the
gd“;a.:c.m..ul of Technical ' tive of the Associated
GChambers of Commerce of India

Mr. J. A. Murray (Messrs.

on this Council.

Mr. O. E. J. Crawford ( Imperial Chemical Industries (India)
Ltd.) is the Chamber’s represen-

Bengal Board of Industries. .
tative on this Board.

& Co) is the
Chamber’s reprsentative on this
Committee.

Mr. H. C. Bannerman (Messrs. Macneill

Fuel Oils Advisory Committes.

Mr. Bernard Mathews, F.R.LB.A, F.S.J., M. & PI. (Messrs.
Ballardie, Thompson & Mathews).
in Board of Architectural the nominee of the Bengal

Chamber, is the representative of
the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India on this Board.

Mr. J. McIntyre (Messrs. Imperial Chemical Industries (India)
. i . Ltd.), the nominee of the Bengal
k‘;f::::'hf:""“"l of Agricultural Chamber, is the representative of
the  Associated Chambers of

Commerce of India on this Board.

The report of the Royal Exchange for the year 1947 is appended
The Royal Exchange. to this report.

Arbitrations under the auspices of the Tribunal of the
Chamber are classed under three
headings, jute, piece-goods and
general. The heading “general arbitrations” embraces jute manu-
factured goods, coal, ete., disputes in which mostly questions of law
and custom are involved, and all cases in which goods other than
jute and piece-goods are concerned.

The total number of arbitration cases instituted during 1947
was 1444—a record year—and there were 218 cases pending at the
close of 1946. Of these cases, 1076 proceeded to award; 201
were withdrawn ; and 385 cases were pending at the close of the

. year 1947. In four cases 3 awards ; and in 8 cases 2 awards each

were issued as the disputes arose from mora than one contract,
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‘The various classes of goods in cases in which awards were issued
were represented as follows ":—Jute 939 : Hessians and Bags 117 ;
Piecegoods 5 ; and Miscellaneous 15. The revenue derived by the
Chamber from Institution fees paid by bers and bers,
including applicants for the issue of certified survey reports referred
to in the following paragraph, amounted to Rs. 96,472/- as compared
with Rs. 36,506/- in the preceding year.

During the year under review 131 survey applications were
received. These were dealt with
under the Rules for Surveys which
were introduced in 1938. Arising out of these applications 122
certified reports were issued, 4 cases were withdrawn, and there
were 5 cases outstanding at the end of the year. 1n 2 cases?
reports and in one case 3 reports were issued. The various classes
of goods were represented in this total to the following extent :
Linseed Oil 69 ; Castor Oil 16; Linseed 17; Hessian Cloth and
Bags'7; Piecegoods 8; and Miscell 5.

Chamber Surveys.

The report of the Managing Committee of the Licensed
Measurers Department of the
Chamber for the year ended. 31st
December 1947 is appended to this report.

Licensed Mensurers Department,

|
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The Associated Chambers of C of India: 29th
Annual General Meeting, 1947.—The Hon'ble Pundit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Prime Minister of India, was again invited to the 29th
Annual General Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce
of India this yoar and to address the Chambers.

* Before a large audience of distinguished guests, a representative
gathering of members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
and del of the A iated Chamb. of Commerce of India
Pundit Nehru, who was given a warm welcome, opened the proceed-
ings of the Chambers’ Meeting on Monday the 15th December 1947,

The following resolutions, which were severally brought for-
ward at the instance of the Chambers specified were unanimously
adopted at the meeting.

1. Import Trade Control Licensing System—Bengal Chamber of Commerce—

This Association draws the urgent attention of Government to tho need
for a comprohensive review of tho presént import licensing system and urges
that Government immediately convene a round table conferenco of representa-
tives of Government, Commerce and Industry to discuss the matter and to
sot up a Standing Panel or Committee of businessmen to collaborate with
Government in evolving and operating an improved system.

2. Internal Controls.—Bombay Chamber of Commerce.~

This Association, whilst recognizing that thero may be need for continuod
control in the case of some essential commodities in short supply, is of the
opinion that many of the controls at present in force are operating to the
detriment of increased ion and efficient distribution and
that all existing controls be roviewed mdividually and without delay in con-
sultation with the trade concerned with the object of determining whether
control can now be withdrawn, or, if not, to what extent it can be progres-
sively relaxed and its administration improved pending its complete abolition.

In the case of cloth and yarn, this Association thinks that the present
schemo of control and standardization of cloth and yarn is not conducive
to increased production and should be revised and an immediate and definite
decision taken in this matter. .

3. Tazation of Income.—Bombay Chamber of Commerce.—

This Association is of opinion that the present basis of taxation on both
porsonal and business incomes is a definito check on incentive, savings for
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investmont and business activity and welcomes tho assurance of the Finance
Ministor of the Government of India that a carcful invostigation will bo made
of the consequences of the prosent taxation polioy. Accordingly this Associa-
tion strongly recommends to Govornment that a lower lovel of taxation of
income should bo introduced. i

Industrial Disputes Act : Tribunal dwards.~Bengal Chamber of Commerce.—~

This Association invitos the attention of Government to the unsatisfactory
nature of somo of the recent adjudication awards under the Industrial |
Disputes Act and would urge that the Act be roviewed with tho intention of
avoiding iv future the serious consequenco that may ariso from such awards,
particularly the Chambors stress tho desirability of greater uniformity in ad-
judication awards, especially on vital matters of policy and principle.

5. Labour: Wage Policy and Inflation.—Bengal Chamber of Commerce.—

This Association views with grave concern the presont tendency to
demand and to grant widespread wage increases which, not being countor-
balanced by a corresponding increase in production, are causing a general
rise in the cost of living. The Chambers urge that Government should revise
their labour ‘policy with a view to checking the inflationary movement that
is already in progress.

B

Commaunications.—

(a) Upper India Clhamber of Commerce—

This Assoclation invites the attention of Government to tho urgent
necessity for taking such measures as will onsure an oarly improvemont in
communications with particular reforence to Railway transport facilities which,
as they at present exist, considerably hamper trado and industry on account of
their utter inadequacy for the expeditious movement of raw matorials to
manufacturing centres and for the despateh of finishod products.

(b) Punjab Chamber of Commerce.—

Tho Association draws the attention of Government ta the steady deterior-
ation in the Postal Services and in particular to the delays in the transmission
of tolograms and tho terminal dolays in connection with air-lettors and
packages, and roquests the Governmont to tako offective steps for the
improvement of theso Services.

The Economic Position of the Country—Punjab Chamber of Commerce—.

This meoting dosires to impross on the Goverament tho urgont nocd for
a comprehensive plan to overoome the prosent cconomio troubles in tho
country and offers tho sorvices of its member-bodies in holping the Govorn-
ment o formulato such a plan and give speedy effect to it.

(15 )
LAW & VLEGISLATION

(1) GENERAL B

The Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy- Bill—Briefly
recorded, the purpose of this far reaching and controversial
legislation was to abolish the Zamindary system ‘of land tenure
established for many years under the Permanent Settlement and
replace it with a “rayatwari” system by which, in acquiring all
rent receiving interests, Government would be brought into direct
relation with the actual cultivators of land.

From the point of view of the Chamber interests, the agri-
cultural industries of tea and coal had the greatest reasons to view
with'concern the introduction of so radical a measure at such short
notice. In accordance with the advice of the Chamber the Indian
Tea Association and the Indian Mining Association deputed
representatives to take up the undesirable features of the Bill with
Government through the European party in the Bengal Legisla-
ture, particularly from the aspect of compensation for loss of
mineral rights and tea estate lands if the Bill became law.

The Bill was referred to a Select Committee towards the end of
May and is still under consideration.

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947.—The Calcutte Thika
Tenancy Bill, 1947, was published in the Calcutta Gazette
Extraordinary of the 17th February. It was introduced to the
Council and referred to a Select Committee.

The Bill provided for the protection of Thika tenants in:
Caloutta against ejection except ‘on certain specified grounds, and
also regulated enhancements of rent and other incidents of Thika
tenancies. The definition of a Thika tenant in the Bill was so wide
that it might apply to any sub-tenant who held land and had
erected a structure on that land.

The Bill gave power to the landlord to eject a tenant on the
grounds that the land was required for any manufacturing or busi-
ness purpose, but this was subject to payment of compensution
under clause 8.

Against the possibility of a few industrial concerns being
directly affected by the Bill, the Chamber pressed for an amendment
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which would render tenants of lands within the precincts or
adjoining the precincts of a factory, and tenants of lands adjoin-
ing lands occupied by workers' quarters connected with a factory,
liable to eviction without the necessity of proving to the Controller
that the land was actually required for industrial purposes. In the
absence of such a safeguarding clause, industrial concerns might
experience considerable difficulty in evicting such tenantsin order
to make land available for such purposes as the construction of
workers' quarters, or for other purposes connected with the factory
which the Controller might not consider to be strictly necessary for
industrial purposes.

As rogards the rate of compensation laid down in clause 8, the
Chamber Committee thought that this was excessive in the circum- "
stances.

Electricity ( Supply ) Bill, 1946.—Reference to this involved
and lengthy Bill was made in the Chamber Report for 1946. In
the form proposed by the Government of India in 1947 it was
introduced in the Central Assembly on the 26th November and re-
ferred to a Select Committee on the 8th December. The Chamber
Committee have been in close touch with commercial opinion in
India on the implications of the Bill through their representative
at New Delhi. At the time of writing it was still before the Select
Committee.

Capital Issues (Continuance of Control) Act 1947.—Although
there had been an appreciable change in the general conditions
which constituted the principal reason for the introduction of
capital issue control during war time, it was considered by Govern-
ment in the light of experience that the control was still necessary
to secure a balanced investment of the country’s resources in
industry, agriculture and the social services, and the object of the
Capital Issues (Continuance of Control) Bill, 1947, was to keep in
existence for a further period of five years the control over vcapital
issues which was imposed by Rule 94-A of the Defenco of India
Act by Ordinance No. XX of 1946,

- The Chamber supported the Bill—which is now law—but asked
that an assurance be obtained from the Finance Member that the
existing exemption for the issue of Rs. 5 lakhs or under would be
continued by Greneral Order under Clause 5(1) of the Bill. In the
Chamber’s opinion a higher figure of say Rs, 10 lekhs would be
justified in the present circumstances; .

; S
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Extension of the duration of the Indian Patents and Designs
(Extension of Time) Act, .1942.—Concern was expressed at a
decision of the Government of India not to continue in force
beyond the 3lst March, 1947 the emergency provisions of the
Indian Patent Act X of 1942, which would result in many important
inventions—particularly war-time inventions—being left without
proper legal protection after that date,

The représentations of the Chamber combined with those from

the Board of Trade in the U.K. and other interested parties

succeeded in persuading the Government of India to reconsider
their decision, and the matter was referred to the Controller of
Patents, Calcutta, for a further report. It was subsequently learned
that Government had agreed to extend this Act for another six-
months from the 31st March by an Ordinance.

Calcutta Rent Control Ordinance, 1946.—Copies of an
article published in the January issue of “Monthly Review” on the
safeguards afforded to the public by the Caloutta Rent Ordinance,
1946, against extortionate rents and salamis demanded by landlords
of house property; were-passed on by the Chamber to the Muslim,
Indian and Bengal National Chambers of Commerce in Calcutts at
the request of the European Association.

Agricultural Produce Export ( Quality Control.) Bill.—The
Chamber’s opinion was invited by the Government of India, Depart-
wment of Agriculture, on the draft of a Bill which the Government
of India had in view to provide for the quality control of agricultural
produce exported from India. The Bill inter ailia provided for the
licensing of exporters of scheduled agricultural produce ; for the
prohibition of the export of such produce unless it was graded and
packed as required under the Act; for the fixing of grade designa-
tions, definitions of the quality indicated by such grade designa-
tions, standards of packing ete; and for inspection, returns and
penalties for infringement. It was proposed in the first instance
that: the legislation should apply to sunn hemp, tobacco, wool,
certain hides and skins, oilseeds, vegetable oils, cotton and rice with
power to the Central Government to add to this schedule.

The Chamber, after consulting the various trade organisations
and interests concerned in the export of the commodities included
in the shedule to the draft Bill, conveyed to Government the follow-

——— ;
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ing views and observations on the commodities in which the Cham-
ber was interested :—

Tobacco.—The Chamber was advised that bh'e present grar?ing
of tobacco under the Agricultural Produce (Gradlng and Marking)
Act, 1937, was not voluntary. Packages prized for export were

ined by grading i inted under the Act and were
marked with Agmark labels. The export of packages of tobacco
was not permitted unless they bore Agmarks. Moreover, exports
were ordinarily made only against firm orders from cusborflairs
abroad and the tobacco was graded into the grades and qualities
specified by them. In the case of exports to the U. .K., Agmar!c X
labels were given, but for exports to othercountries appropnat{e
Agmark grade labels were issued. In the ordinary course of h‘usl-
ness, each package was stencilled with the grfid}e murks< required
by the customers abroad in accordance with their instructions.

In the opinion of the trade, these arrangements could not admit
of complaints from abroad of the nature mentioned by Government
and further legislation in respect of tobacco exports was not there-
fore necessary.

Hides and Skins.—Chamber interests represented by the
membership of the Calcutta Hides & Skins Shippers Association
reported that raw hides and raw skins were already efficiently
graded and that the standard grades were so well-known through-
out the trade abroad that there was no need in their judgment for
the application to raw hides and raw skins of the legislation now

d. Complaints by cust abroad regarding unsatis-
factory quality or grading were so rare that the present arrange-
ments could safely be allowed to continue.

Oilseeds.—The chief oilseeds exported from Indie were linseed,
groundnuts and castorseeds. These were exported for industrial
processing and were usually sold on the basis of “fair average
quality” under standards contracts’ incorporating terms and condi-
tions which were well known to both the seller and the buyer. The
Government of India had themselves adopted this standard con-
tract form in many cases.

In the opinion of the trade as represented by the Chamber, it
‘would unnecessarily complicate the existing arrangements between
the exporter and his buyer abroad to introduce new grades and
specifications which would be of no assistance in the sale of India's

i
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oilseeds in foreign markets. India’s competitors—the Argentine in
the case of linseed, and Nigeria in the case of groundnuts—them-
selves exported on a “far average quality ” basis and special legisla-
tion on the lines proposed would merely tend to place India at a
disadvantage. The Chamber’s information was that the com-
plaints from abroad referred to by Government did mnot apply to
oilseeds.

Rice.—Pending the resumption of exports of this commodity

_ from India—unlikely for some time to come on any substantial
scale except under Government arrangements—the Chamber, it
was stated, would prefer to see this commodity left out of
the schedule. It was incorrect of Government to suggest or imply
that exports of rice were not effected on the basis of standard grades.
The London Produce Brokers Association had always maintained
and enforced strict standards, with which carefully drawn
samples were compared, and penalties were imposed for inferiority.
Similar arrangements applied in America. Several importing coun-
tries such as South Africa and Australia had no such machinery, but
buyers there were afforded full protection under the usual arbitra-
tion clauses which generally included provision for the reference
of any dispute to a recognised Chamber of Commerce for settlement.
All transactions were normally on a “fair average quality ™ basis
and here it would seem that the trade itself, not Government
inspectors, must determine what the f. a. a. was for any particular
season. On this basis several grades of rice exported from India
had secured a premium abroad because of the high quality supplied.

In the Chamber’s opinion the introduction of the proposed
legislation would in no way assist India’s export trade in rice and
would impose a definite handicap on both seller and buyer,

Lac.—As in the case of oilseeds and for similar reasons, the
trade saw no advantage and many disadvantages in the application
of the proposed lagislation to lac. The existing system of grading
followed by shippers and based on specifications officially adopted
by the London and United States Shellac Trade Associations was
more than ad as bad shi hich the sed legisla-
tion could not prevent—were effectively catered for in the
guarantees, allowances and rejection points in the London and
New York contracts. It was emphasised that it would not be
feasable to enforce the proposed legislation effectively and that it
would not in consequence be of any real benefit to the trade.

As far as is known the proposed legislation is still in abeyance,
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Agticultural Produce (Standardisation of Contracts) Bill
1946.—For reasons similar to the above the Chamber, having
consulted affected interests, was critical of proposed legislation
of the Government of India-to provide uniform contract terms and
oonditinns for the “purchase and sale of agricultural produce,
initially wheat, groundnuts and linseed. The Chamber considered
that the adoption of standardised contracts, suitable to the require-
ments of each.individual trade, was better left to those engaged
in_the business ; any other course would at once result in disloca-
tion directly affecting the growers. To substantiate thig argument
the Chamber pointed out how the all-India standard contract for
groundnuts was generally disregarded by merchants and exporters
whenever it was thought fit. These and further comments on the
details of the d b £, icularly in its relation
to the trade in linseed, were forwarded to the Department of
Agriculture in August.

Proposed legislation for the admixture of power alcohol
with petrol.—During the vear the Chamber submitted to tho
Government of West Bengal the collated views of members on a
proposal of the Government of India to implement the compulsory
admixture of power alcohol with petrol, recommended by a Panel
set up to investigate development of the sugar, alcohol and yeast
industries.

On the whole, the Chamber interests which stood to be most
affected by any such legislation were not opposed to it and in fact
‘Were prepared to co-operate with Government in furthering a plan
which was admittedly sound in principle, though the majority view

wag in favour of legislation on a provineial rather than s dominjon
basis.

The main obstacle to production of power alcohol on g large
scale was the woakness of the Supply position of molasges in this
country, and in pointing out thig difficulty to Government the
Chamber expressed a doubt whether the Government of India’s

lated spirit, both essential for industria] purposes, or country liquor.
T'he Chamber felt that the sugar industry itgelf ought to be con-
siderably expanded in the first instance and it mygt be ensured

that molasses were in sufficient supply before power alcohol

|
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production as envisaéed in the Government of India’s proposals
could be recommended.

The élxutnbar suggestod that if Government decided to proceed
with this legislation, power alcohol when available might be dis-
tributed as most convenient to the: Petroleum Companies with
instructions that it be mixed with petrol up to a maximum of 20
parts alcohol to 80 parts petrol.

The Control of Shipping Act, 1947 : Setting up of a Shipping
Board.—Measures to control trading in ships registered in British
India on the lines of the regulations laid down in the Defence of
India Rules and Ordinance No. XX of 1946, came into force for
a limited period under the above Act from the 25th March 1947,
Only shipping companies engaged in the coastal trade are
directly affected by the provisions of the Act which was enacted
principally to ensure priority movement by sea of coal, foodstuff
and other essential cargoes, although provision has also been made
in it for control over fares and freight rates. Since it was known
that the shipping interests concerned were in. direct contact with
the Europeari Group in New Delhi during the bassing of the Bill
through the Central Legislature, it was not thought necessary for
the Chamber to put forward an opinion.

In connection with the provision contained in the Act for
setting up a Shipping Board, the Associated Chambers of Commerce
of India invited the views of the Chamber on a letter received from
the Commerce Department of the .Government of India in May,
intimating Government’s desire to appoint a Board consisting of
whole time members, independent of either shipping or shippers,
whose inclusion on the Board was thought inadvisable because —

(é) it would be difficult to obtain representatives of shipping
companies who could serve as whole-time members ;

(i) the Board would, in the course of their work, be called
upon to examine the financial working of the shipping
companies concerned, and the companies might object
to their accounts being scrutinized either by members
of rival concerns or by representatives of shippers ;

(tif) the Board might find it very difficult to submit agreed
recom dati if it were d of flicti
interests and it would work more smoothly if it had

SN Sty
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impartial members unconnected with
coming up before it.

the matters

On the advice of the Shipping Sub-Committee, the Chamber
ittee raised strong objecti to Government’s proposals in
their reply to the Associated Chambers, They did not agree that
the above were valid reasons for excluding from the Board the
interests which stood to be most affected by the Board's decisions
and were entirely opposed to the scrutiny of the financial workings
of shipping companies and examination of their accounts.” The
Committee felt that such an investigation was only justifiable in
. the most exceptional cifcumstances and if such circumstances
arose the enquiry should be conducted solely by Government
auditors. It seemed to the Chamber Committee that a more
satisfactory arrangement from all points of view would be a Board
composed of e permanent Chairman—the Commerce Minister--a
Permanent Secretary and part-time Tepresentatives of shipowners,
shippers and consumers, whose services should be obtained without
much difficulty, and that the-Board should meet once a quarter or
oftener. As its main functions would probably be the disposal of
complaints and enquiries by shippers and traders, this set-up, while
incurring the minimum expenditure of money and time, would
facilitate attention to such matters by the Secretary aftor reference
to the shipping companies ; complaints and major points of policy
coming before the Board would call for an expert knowledge of all
branches of shipping and could not be decided by an arbitrarily.
chosen hody having no experience of the trade.

The unanimous opposition of the maritime Chambers to
Ny
Government's proposals was communicated to the Ministry of
Commerce in October by the Associated Chambers of Commerce.

Railways (Transport of Goods) Act, 1947.—Railway priority

control was exercised-during the war by 'virtue of powers conferred

d by an Ordinance which expi
pired on
March 25,1947, On that date the Railwa,;
1 ¥8 (Tr
Act, 1947, came into force. ronsport of GOOd?)

conferred the same

powers with the difference that goods o which the Central

2

Government were free to give special facilities or preference were set
out in a schedule.. The Central Government were free to expand
or vary the schedule by notification in the Gazette of India.

The Government of India made it clear that the whole question
of railway priority control would centinue to receive attention
from time to time and it was the intention, as soon as transport
conditions permitted, to dispense with the regional priority organi-
sation and introduce a modified form of priority dontrol with
one central authority exercising priority control for all India in
respect of only a few essential commodities.

Amendment of the fresh priority list comprising six classes
which came into operation on April 15th was notified on the 16th
June.

Sugar (Temporary Excise Duty) Bill, 1947.—The Chamber
raised no objections to the provisions of the Sugar (Temporary
Excise Duty) Bill, 1947, continuing the duties leviable under the
1946 Ordinance and enabling the addition of duty charges to sugar
contract prices.

Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1947.—To avoid any distur-
bance to the economy of the country during the transition from war
to peace-time conditions, it was considered necessary by Govern-
ment to continue import and export control beyond the 24th March
1947 when the Emergency Provisions (Continuance) Ordinance XX.
1946 ceased to operate. For this purpose the Imports and Exports
(Control) Bill, 1947, was introduced to the Legislative Assembly on
.12th February, designed to effect a gradual simplification of - the
administration of these controls and to reduce the penalties to suit
peace-time conditions.

The Chamber while seeing no real justification for opposing the
Bill in general, took the opportunity of reiterating the ecriticism
made so often by the business ity of the admini: ion of
the controls, and of pressing for the exercise of the controls with
discrotion and with the necessary expert knowledge of the

conditions appertaining to particular olasses of goods and trade. .

Regulations, the Chamber observed, should be worded and ad-
ministored to avoid the mistakes which had occurred in the past,
unapparent to the layman, but obvious to those engaged in the trade.

The Chamber asked Government to consider reducing  the
period of operation of the Bill from threo to two years; bub this

R
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request did not meet with acceptance and the Bill )vus d'uly ?agseﬂ
as Act XVIL of 1947, substantially in the form u} whu';h it was
originally introduced. As is mentioned elsewhere in this report,
strong criticism of the working of the Import (?ontruls has rsct?n)tly
been expressed in the f?rm of a resolution by the Associated
Chambers.

The Explosives (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1947.—At the
- instance of the Caloutta Insurance Association, the Chamber drew
the attention of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India to
the fact that the normal contract of fire insurance did not cover
the risks involved in operations carried out under Section 2 of the
above Act, which authorises the Central Government to declare, in
specified circumstances, exemption from the restrictions govarning
the loading, unloading, handling storage or conveyance of ammuni-
tion, explosives or inflammable substances. It was therefore
important from an insurance point of view that .such declarations
be accompanied by notice to the public well hefore the pslaﬁve
operation took place and that a similar warning be given in the
case of any dumping operations put through under Rule 88 of the
Defence of India Rules, as continued in force by Ordinance XX of
1946. .

The Associated Chambers of Commerce represented the
position to the Government of India; Ministry of Works, Mines and
Power and in October received an assurance from Government
‘that steps have already been taken to enforce stringent precaut-
jonary measures at the ports and to issue warnings in advance
whenever ammunition and other cargoes are handled in contraven-
tion of the normal port rules.

Banking Companies Bill 1946.—It will be recalled from the
Annual Report for 1946 that the Banking Companies Bill, 1946, as
revised by the Select Committee, was under consideration by the
Chamber. In 1947 the Chamber Finance Sub-Committee were in
regular communication with the European Group of the Indian
Central Legislature and the Chamber’s solicitorg on the Bill, and
numerous suggestions, chiefly of a verbal or definitive nature, for
amending the Bill further, were made,

. The Bill has recently-been withdrawn from the Tegislature for
revision.

T — S

Y

(25)

The Negotiable Instruments (A d ) Bill, 1947.—This
Bill was designed (1) to extend the protection afforded to bankers
under Section 131 of the Negotiable Instruments Act by placing
bank drafts on the same footing as cheques in respect to payments
received in good faith, for which bankers are absolved from liability
under the section ; and (2) to regularise the growing practice of
crossing bank drafts by including it in the law relating to the
crossing of cheques.

This desirable amendment was supported by the Chamber.

Trading with the Enemy (Continuance of Emergency Provi-
sions) Act, 1947.—The special powers for prohibiting trading with
enemies, vested in Government under the Defence of India Rules
and continued for a period of six months by means of the Emer-
gency Powers (Continuance) Ordinance, 1946, were incorporated in
the above Bill as a necessary measure pending the signing of the
Peace Treaties and for maintaining the control of the property of .
“enemy” firms resting with the Cuslodian of Enemy Property.

The West Bengal Electricity (Emergency Powers) Bill,
1947.—As published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary on thg
28th November, the above Bill seeks primarily to give protection to
licensees, who for lack of necessary electrical plant and materials
are unable to comply with olause vi (i) of the schedule to the Indian
Electricity Act, 1910, in which it is laid down that a licensee is
bound to supply electrical energy to the owner or occupier of any
premises situated in its area of supply, within a certain period : and
secondly to conserve the use of electrical energy for essential
industries during the next 3 years at least.

The restrictive powers vested in Government in the draft Bill
and the need for an assurance from Government that they would be
exercised reasonably, with due regard to the requirements of
industries and private concerns, was the subject of a letter
addressed from the Chamber to the European Group at the end
of December.

Non-Official Legislation: (The Indian Companies (Amend-
ment) Bill 1947).—A Bill further to amend the Indian Companies
Act, 1913 was introduced by Dr. G. V. Deshmukh in ‘the Central
Legislative Assembly on the 6th February. Inreply toa request for
views from the Provincial Government the Chamber opposed the
Bill on two grounds, In the first place the Chamber regarded most
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of its ions as 'y and objectionable ; and dly it
was considered that any impending legislation, especially in o
tochnical matter such as this, should be initiated by Government
after full examination of the subject and not by a private Member's
Bill which tends to be piecemeal in character and improperly
drafted,

The Bill was not proceeded with in 1947, but this and another

amending Bill by Dr. Deshmukh were introduced in the Autumn .

Session of the Constituent Assembly and are still pending.

Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendinent) Bill 1944 —~The Chamber
commended the conservation and protection of fisheries in
Bengal which was the aim of this Bill, but thought it an unsui-
table matter for flicial legislation and ry in view
of the fact that it was believed that o Bill with the same intention
had been framed by Government, ’

) The Indian Trade Unions (Amendment) Act, 1947.—An
important alteration in the law regulating industrial relations was
muf‘le by the passige, in November 1947, of the Indian Trade
Unions (Amendment) Bill. ‘The new Act marks a very important
advance in the legislation which governs the rights and privileges
extended to trade unions and its effects, when it is ultimately
brought into force, will undoubtedly give a stimulus to the develop-
ment of trade unionism in this country, "

) '?he most important alteration produced by the new Aot i
existing legislation is that Dprovision is now made for th . 1n
sory recognition of trade unions. The Act also contaj ; 00";!’;1 -
ment of the conditions which must be fulfilled by o t;;s anion e;
such compl{]sory recognition is to be granteq, The auth ; 'unmnd l
l:)e Act which deals with recognition is a Laboyy Coul:t OI‘IIfY]“n 91‘['

© presided over by persons Which hi ici o e
the Court may, if satisfied that y ot o eations und
the employer, make an order

directing sucl ;. i L
recognition may be withdray: & sueh roaognition, Similarly

1 from the union,

Generally speaking, the condit;, i
under the Act to qualify fo:nfa‘zl;)::i:iv::tr: :]:]i;m‘ e ‘f‘“ﬁl
zie;:lzrs are w?rkmen employed in the same industa g i Oﬂ‘imury
os?ly allied to or connected witp, one anot] " or 1 indus-
presentative of all the workmen employed by :]:eh:: :hat i i ro-
' Ployer in that
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industry ; that its rules do not provide for the exclusion of any
class of workmen within the industry ; and, finally, that it is a
registered trade union. The rights conferred upon a trade union
which is recognised are generally those of negotiation with
employers in respect of matters connected with the employment,
unemployment or terms of employment or condition of labour
of its members and, subject to certain safeguards, the employer
must receive and send replies to letters sent by the executive of
the union and grant interviews to it on such questions. Recogni-
tion may be withdrawn if the union commits any unfair labour
practice or if it ceases to be representative of the workmen.

One of the most important parts of the new Act relates to
unfair labour practices, not only because of the importance which
this will bave in restraining the conduct of unions, but also because
of its indirect repercussions on many aspects of adjudication. So
far as unions are concerned, it is an unfair practice if the majority
of the members of the union take part in an irregular strike or if
the executive advises or actively supports or instigates it. As
regards employers, the unfair practices are as follows :—

(@) To interfere with, restrain, or coerce his workmen in the
exercise of their rights to organise, form, join or assist
a trade union and to engage in concerted activities for
the purpose of mutual aid or protection.

() To interfere with the formation or administration of any
trade union or to ontribute financial or other support
to it.

(c) To discharge, or otherwise discriminate against, any
officer of a recognised trade union because of his being
such officer.

(d) To disel or otherwise discriminate against any
workman because he has made allegations or given
evidence in an enquiry or proceeding relating to any
matter.

(e) To fail to comply with the provisions of section 28I,

The Act comes into force on such date as the Central Govern-
ment appoints and, at the time of writing this report, the date had
not yet been notified. ,

3
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(2) TAXATION

The Budget 1947-48: Indian Finance Act: Indian Income
Tax and Excess Profits (Amendment) Act : Business Profits Tax
Act: Taxation on Income (Investigation Commission) Act.—As
soon. as copies were available the Chamber assisted by the Income
Tax Sub-Committee closely studied the Indian Finance Bill, the
Indian Income Tax and Excess Profits Tax (Amendment) Bill, the
Business Profits Tax Bill and the Taxation on Income (Investiga-
tion Commission) Bill, implementing the Budget proposals of the
Finance Member for 1947-48.

A few days after the introduction of the Bills in the Legislative
Assembly on February 28th, a joint meeting of all the Chambers of
Commerce in Calcutta was held to discuss the 25% tax imposed
under the Business Profits Tax Bill, resulting in the despatch to
the Finance Member of a strong telegraphic protest against the
whole policy of the tax. Through the European Group then in the
Central Legislature; G t’s attention was drawn by the
Chamber itself to a number of points.in the first three of these
Bills where amendments or clarification were thought necessary.
No comments were made on the Taxation of Incomo (Investigation
Commission) Bill,

On the r d of the Select C itbee, Government
ultimately accepted modifications in the Business Profits Tax Bill
and in the Indian Income Tax and Excess Profits Tax (Amendment
Bill). In the first case the abatement provided for was fixed at a
uniform figure of 6% and the tax reduced to 163% of the profits.
As regards the inclusion of capital gains in the assessment of
income chargeable to tax under the Income Tax Act, personal
effects were excluded and when passed into law the Act provided
for freedom from tax of ocapital gaing up to the value of Rs. 15,000,
instead of the limit of Rs, 5,000 laid down in the original Bill, one
of the amendments suggested by the Chamber on the grounds
that an attempt to tax all capital gains of Rs,
mean examining transactions of the many e
and creating more expenditure than the tax coll,

5,000 or over would
2863 of investment
ection was worth.

Government of India Interim Budget.—Fo];
of the Indian Independence Act, 1947,
Government of India brought i;
the period 15th August 1947, to
concerned with the allocation

lowing the passage
the Finance Member of the
1 an Interim Budget covering
3lst March 1948, It was mainly

of finance for administration

———
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costs and other matters outside the Chamber’s sphere of activity :
but it was encouraging to note from the Finance Minister's
Budget speech that it was not Government’s policy to hamper in
any way the expaision of business enterprise or the accumulation
of savings likely to flow into investment.

India Tariff (Amendment) Ordinance, 1947 : Export Duty on
Tea.—The Chamber after obtaining the views of the Indian Tea
Association on the proposed export duty on tea, conveyed the
following observations on the proposal to the European Group of the
Central Legislature prior to the debate on the Finance Bill which
incorporated the increase in the tea duty.

At the present time, tea production in the Netherlands East
Indies was more or less suspended, and supplies from other produe-
ing countries such as China, Japan and Indo-China were negligible,
Wwith the result that the supplies available from India and Ceylon
were far from sufficient to meet the world demand. It followed,
therefore, that despite the increase in the retail price of tea to the
consuming countries which must inevitably result from the export
duties imposed by India and Ceylon, the exports of tea from these
countries would not at present be diminished. ‘When supplies were
again available from the other tea-producing countries, however,
the world production of tea would again exceed demand, and India's
tea exports would inevitably fall unless the demands from countries
like the United States of America, Canada and Australia increased.

The International Tea Market Expansion Board had for many
years spent large sums of money on promoting the consumption of
tea in these countries, and despite the present shortage of supplies,
it was doing everything in its power to ensure that the demand
would not fall below the pre-war level, when tea was again more
readily available. Competition from other beverages like coffee
and coco-cola was keen, and any increase in the price of such tea
as was at present available was bound to operate to the advantage
of these competitors, and to prove detrimental to the efforts of the
International Board to promote the consumption of tea. With
demand exceeding supply, the danger might not appear very real at
the present time, but within five years increased quantities
of tea would be available from China, Japan and the Netherlands
East Indies, and it might then be too late to recapture markets
which had been lost in the meantime. Evidence had already been
received of the adverse effect which the recent increase in the price
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of tea was having on the markets, both in Australia and in America, ’
A letter received in Caloutta at the béginning of the year from ong
of the leading blenders in Australia stated that plenty of coffee Was
available there at about 3 sh.a pound, and that any increase in the
retail price of tea would result in a considerable fall in the demand,
Australia had always been regarded as a safe market for Indian toa
because the public had the tea habit very ‘strongly inculcated, but

(81)

percentage from bills for goods supplied, and by a circular letter of
17th January 1947 contractors whose place of business was outside
the State and who were doing businéss with the State Railways,
were advised that recoveries in respeot of State income tax would
be made from their bills,

On an enquiry from a member about the legality of the

the fact that coffee was being i it dasa

was an indication which the Chamber felf should not be lightly dis.
missed. .The competition - from other beverages in the U.S. A,
needed no elaboration, and it was only by the strenuous efforts of
the International Tea Market Expansion Board that consumption
was maintained before the war. A report from New York, which
appeared in The Statesman of the 1ith March, contained tho
following sentence :—

“Because the market in India and Ceylon, the world's major tea-producing
axeas, is 1ow 200% over war-time levels, American tea importers with plenty of
fea on ovdor and in hand, have resolveg to stay out of the toa market until- prices
are more in lino with those provailing in pre-war years”

Admittedly the increase in prices, to which reference was made,
was due mainly to the termiriation of the Block Purchase Scheme
and the resumption of private exports; but the Indian Tea Associ-
ation contended that this Teport clearly indicated the effect which
an increase in the price of tea would have on American demand,
and the imposition of an export duty of 4 annas per pound consider-
ably aggravated the Position,

For these reasons the Chamber considered that the imposition
of an export duty on tea, even d

) A uring the present period of world
scarcity, was detrimental to the long-term interests of the Indian
tea industry.

The export duty was subsequently im
from the statement of the Finance Mom|
inclusion in the Budget Proposals,
temporary measure subject to witk,

Posed af this rate,.but
bor af the time of its
the tax'is understood to be s

hdrawal if there w indications
of curtailment of Indian tes exports, ) ore fndion

i
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Baroda State Income Tax ~In ac l

I . = cordance with notifications
published in the Baroda State Gazette of gth June 1’946 ;,nfia ]l.7th [
October 1946, the-Controller of Stores, Barody State Rail had |
apparently been deducting in s '

Tespect of the State income tax &
(e ——— N

TY, especially in the ocase of contractors who had no
place of business or representative in Barada and who sold to the
State Railways on F.O.R. terms, the Chamber appoached - the
Bombay Chamber of Commerce for opinion, as the Bombay Chamber
had had the matter under consideration and had been in touch with
the State authorities on the point.

The Bombay Chamber’s information on the question of Hability
to the tax was that the word “supplied” must mean delivered
and was irrespective of where the contract was made, where the
property or risk passed or where the price was paid. If therefore
goods were delivered in Baroda, that would attract tax on 15% of the
invoice value. The words “F. 0. R.”, it was pointed out, were often
loosely used as referring to the price and not to the place of
delivery.

The Controller of Stores, Baroda State Railways, informed the
Bombay Chamber (1) that there would be no difficulty about orders
placed asa result of tenders because the State authorities would
stipulate the necessary conditions regarding the recoveries of the
tax in the tender form, so that suppliers might adjust their
quotations accordingly ; and (2) that the tax would be recoverable
in respect only of those orders which were placed on the Baroda
State tender forms. Open orders or any orders placed as a result
of quotations made by suppliers on their own forms and subject
to their usual conditions of sale would not be liable to this tax,

Delays in the Hearing of Appeals before the Income Tax
Appeliate Tribunal.—In May the Chamber again drew the notice of
Government to instances of serious delay occuring in the heariné of
appeals by the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal.

- Enquiries which had been made by the Chamber showed that
although the time taken for the hearing of appeals by the Income
Tax Appellate Tribunal varied considerably, cases in which at least
six months elapsed before disposal were the rule rather than the
exception. In all these instances, the ordinary processes of agges.
ment and application to the local income tax aythorities had taken
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place, and the delay which occurred on reference to the Tribuna] J
had caused serious inconvenience. It was therefore urged by the
Chamber that Government should draw the attention of the
Tribunal to the desirability of expediting the disposal of the cases
sent to them, and if necessary take measures to strengthen the staff |
who were available,

Government in reply stated that the Tribunal, as constituted at |
present, aimed at disposing of appeals within twelve months of thejr
institution. Under the existing circumstances it was not possible
for the Tribunal to dispose of appeals within six months and the
request of the Chamber in this behalf could not be given effect
unless the strength of the Tribunal was greatly augmented, which
Government regretted they were unable to consider at the present
juncture.

It was stated that application made to the Tribunal to expedite |
the hearing of a particular appeal was invariably granted if good |
reasons were furnished for giving it preference over other appeals, i
and also, that while in the past it was not the practice to inform the N
assessee of the presentation of an appeal by the Income-tax Depart- ‘
ment, steps had now been taken to ensure that due intimation of |
the presentation of an appeal by that Department was immediately i
given to the assessee by the Tribunal. i

culties referred to, every endeavour was being made to expedite the
disposal of appeals. -

G‘overnment assured the Chamber that, subject to the diffi- j
|

It may be mentioned here that in consequence of a resolution .
passed at the 1946 Annual Genera) Meeting of -the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of India, the constituent Chambers were |
informed that the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal at Patna had
been transferred back to Caleutta on the 21st April,

-Income Tax: Taxation of Non-resident
Members of the Chamber who were ag
of certain non-resident companies were
Seotion 19A of the Indian Income Ty
Officer, and were treated as agents wit
43 of the Act. According to the
Chamber sought the opinion of Seni
the procedure to be adopted by thes,
orders under Section 18 (3D) and 19,

Companies.—
ents for certain ‘purposes
served with notices under

hin the meaning of Section
advice of its Solicitors, the
or Counsel on the question of
© membersin connection with
A of the Act,
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The Chamber issued to all members the full text of Senior
Counsel’s opinion in Circular No. 127-1947 of 11th July 1947,

Taxation of the Income of partners while on Active

" Service :~The Committee of the Chamber addressed the Central

Board of Revenue in a matter which came to notice concerning
the assessment to Income-tax and Super-tax of partners of firms
who were taken into National Service under the National Service
(European British Subjects) Act.

In several cases brought to the attention of the Chamber, the
Income-tax Officer in making his assessments had deemed partners
in a position to be “not actively engaged in the conduct of the busi-
ness” during their absence on National Service and had reated
their share of the partnership profits as unearned income which
now made a- substantial difference in the amount of tax payable
by them. -It seemed to the Chamber that a hardship was involved
and the request placed before the Central Board of Revenue was
that the hardship might be remedied by executive instructions to
Income-tax Officers to treat as oarned income, in the circums-
tances, the share of partnership profits drawn by partners of firms
in respect of the period during which they were engaged on
National Service under the National Service (European British
Subjects) Act. The Chamber pointed out that there was precedent
for special instructions to that effect, inasmuch as, under the
Excess Profits Tax Act, a directive was issued to E. P. T. Officers
in the following terms :—

‘Where a Director who would otherwise have been a whole time service
Director under Rule 7 (2) of the first schedule, is serving with the forces and,
consequently, is unable to give whole time service to his company, he may never-
theless bo treated as if he would have been within that Sub-Section,”

As far s the Chamber is awaro the Board has not yet issued a
directive on this point, and no indication has yet been given of the
their attitude to the Chamber's suggestion.

' Capital Gains Tax: Form of Return of Total and World
Income etc.—The Central Board of Revenue in a notification
No. 14 of the 24th May invited observations and suggestions from
any one who would be affected by ocertain amendments to the
Indian Income Tax Rules 1922 in respect of the Capital Gains Tax
and. the Form of Return of Total and World Income ete. proposed
in their notification.
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The ruling specifically exempted three reserves by name but
offered no indication that reserves fulfilling similar conditions to
these three reserves would also be exempted.

The Chamber asked the Board to clarify the conditions to be
fulfilled by a “non-deductible reserve” by whatever name it might
be called. In the Chamber's opinion a good case existed, for
example, to include in the list of “Exempted Reserves” those re-
serves sot aside for . P.T. Deposifs, as these . P.T. reserves
were not to meet normal liabilities but to conserve funds for the
creation of new asSets. .

The Central Board of Revenue replied that the general condi-
tions to be Ffulfilled by a “non-deductible reserve” wore that it
should, more orless, be permanently employed in the business and
should not be in the nature of a reserve for meeting any outstanding
liability or expense. The Board considered that the Excess Profits
Tax Deposits Reserve would not satisfy these conditions,

Indian Taxation : Dividends declared and paid in the U. K.
by Sterling Companies,—In the Chamber Report for 1945 reference
was made to two cases awaiting the judgment of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council on the contention that Explana-
tion 3 of Section 4(1) and Section 4A(c) of the Indian Income Tax
Act were wllra vires the Government of India. A that time the
Chamber thought fit to approach the Governor-General-in-Council
for an arrangement whereby the Central Board of Revenue should
agree to give refunds with interest to all Sterling Companies taxed
under these provisions, but was unsuccessful for the resson that
Government was unwilling to take any steps until the verdict of
the Privy Council was known,

On the grounds that the procedure prescribed in the Indian
Income Tax Act for carrying the . case to the Privy Council had
not been followed, the Judicial Committeo oventually dismissed
one of the cases disputing the validity of Explanation 3 of Section
4(1) and it was understood that the company Grned purposed to
pursue the matter through the channels open under the Indian
Income Tax Act.

Against this breakground the Chamber in June examined the
case of a member firm which had lodged appeals before the
Appellate Assistant Commissioners for the annulment of assess-
ments to income tax on dividends declared and paid in the U. K.




(36 )

by companies under their management and now wished the
Chamber to support concerted action by other affected assessees ;
or on their behalf to submit a memorandum to the Central Boarq
of Revenue requesting that, having regard to the doubt about the
validity of Explanation 3 to Section 4(1) of the Indian
Act, the Income Tax Officers bo directed to defer coll
until a judicial decision on the issue was obtained.

Income Tax
ection of tax

In consultation with the
the light of legal opinion,
any further with & matter

Income Tax Sub-Committeo and in
the Chamber resolved not to proceed
v which in present oircumstancos would
be unlikely to gain g sympathetic hearing from the Revenue Board
and was in any case stil] obscure, in as much as the second case
reforred to above had not been decidod yet.

lnco:ne Tax and Business Profits Tax (Amendment) Act
1947.—‘1l'1e Chamber accepted without comment the Income Tax
and Pusxness Profits Tax (Amendment) Bill introduced in the
Constituent Assembly by the

India and, as regards Business Profits Tax, to make chargeable to
Fax on!y that part of the profits of a business which arise in India
if cnrnc}d on by a person not resident in India, except in the nsc;
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’Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act and Rules, 1941.—As in
previous years, various problems connected with the Bengal Sales
Tax Act and Rules have been dealt with by the Chamber. Before

the dissol of the Bengal Government at the time of the parti-
tions of India, rio statement had been received of Government's
intentions in the matter of the amendment of the Act and Rules to
meot the suggestions of the Chamber for improvement, mentioned
in the 1946 report, and the subject remains in abeyance. ~The
existing legislation gave rise to the following points during the
current year.

Application of Bengal Sales Tax to goods despatched  to
Chandernagore Station.—A member drew attention to the opera -
tion of the Bengal Sales Tax with reference to the French territory,
of Chandernagore, and in particular to Chandernagore Station
which, while situated outside French territory, was of course used
regularly for goods in transit to French tervitory.

This member firm stated that when the Tax was first introduced
they were given to understand that dealers situated in French
territory would be exempt and accordingly goods sold to them would
not be subject to the collection of Sales Tax. No refersnce was
apparently made to them about Chandernagore Station, but they
were advised by the Government Department concerned to obtain
definite statements from dealers who had their businesses in
French territory, in order to obtain the exemption. This firm were
eventually informed that they would be required to pay Sales Tax
on cerfain small transactions which occurred during the quarter
ending February 1946 on account of the fact that goods were des-
patched to Chandernagore Station. On approaching the Assistant
Commissioner for Sales Tax in Caleutta, they were informed that
Government were now about to frame a ruling under which goods
forwarded through this Station for dealers in French territory
would be exompted. :

The Chamber suggosted that if o ruling wore introduced by .
Government to oxempt from Sales Tax all good degtined for
Chandernagore passing through Chandernagore Station, it would
be equitable to render such an exemption to some extent retrospec-
tive, e. g, from the year of imposition or at least from the beginning
of 1946,

It was loarned in May that Government has instructed the
Commissioner of Commercial Taxes to issue a ruling to that
effect.
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would be that the interpretation must vary for each industry,
if not for each Company. In these circumstances it was considered
that the matter was one which the individual Companies con-
cernend would need to take up themselves with the Reserve Bank.

Indian Economic Conference (30th Sesson) Calcutta, 1947.—
The 30th Session of the Indian Economic Conference was arranged
to take vlace in Caleutta on the 22nd: 23rd, and 24th December
1947. This Conference is mainly an Inter-University organisation
which holds an annual session in various parts of the country to
discuss economic subjects of current importance, particularly to
India, and normally foreign_delegates, well known in economic
circles, are invited to participate in the proceedings and frequently
to deliver lectures to the Economics Department of the Universities.

Prior to the forthcoming Session the Chamber, which was
represented at meetings of the Finance Committee of the Reception
Committee of the Conference by the President and Secretary,

towards Institutional t of the Indian
Lconomic Conference as a token of support and at the request of
the Reception Committee circularised to members an appeal for
similar financial grants towards the cost of the Conference.

Reserve Bank of India ( Amendment) Bill, 1947.—In the
course of the year the (overnment of Burma decided to entrust the
currency and coinage of Burma to a Currency Board of its own and
gave notice to the Government of India under paragraph 21 of Part
II of the India and Burma ( Burma Monetary Arrangement ) Order,
1937, for the termination of the joint monetary arrangements govern-
ing India and Burma outlined therein as from the 1st of April, 1947.
The effect of this decision was that the Reserve Bank ceased from
that date to function as banker to the Government of Burma. or to
manage its note issue, and the object of the Reserve Barik of India
(Amendment) Bill, 1947 was to enable the Reserve Bank to wind up
its affairs in that country by deleting all references to Burma in the
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934,

This Bill was supported by the Chamber and has since been
passed.

CUSTOMS .

Proposed Tariff N iati k b of the
Preparatory Committee on Trade and Employment,—In connec-
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tion with the participation of India in the work of the Preparatory
Committes on Trade ‘and Employment, the Chamber—at the
instance of the Associated Chambers of Commerce—forwarded to
the Commerce Department of the Government of India early in the
year, the i of L regarding desirable changes in
the teriff treatment of India’g products of tea and paraffin wax on
entry into countries abroad. As regards the first commodity, it wag
recommended to Government that the Preparatory Committee’s
negotiations should aim at & general reduction in the tariff rates
imposed in the different importing countries with whom negotia-
tions were opened, in particular, Canada Australia and the United
States. On the question of India’s exports of paraffin wax, of
which & large proportion goes to the United Kingdom, the
Chamber hoped that the existing preference of 10% ad wvalorem
would be reteined, since it was only by virtue of this advantage
that India’ could compete in tho U. K. market.

—In reply toa
the Chamber supported
ea Market Expansion Board for an
immediate increase in the rate of cess on Indian tea exported from
India from Re. 1/- to Re. 1/6/- per hundred Ibs, The cess was fixed
at this figure in 1938 with the Chamber’s appry
tained at Re. 1/6/- until. 1945, when it wag reduced to Re. 1/-- by
egreement between the Indian Board, on which the Chamber
has two tives, and the Government of India. A re-
version to the higher rate was deemed necessary to cover the costs

of the work Board in India and abroad during the ensuing yoar.
The fixation of the cess at Re. 1/6/- was notified
ot 10 ed on January

Proposed increase in the rate of tea cess.
reference from the Government of India,
& recommendation of- the T

oval and was main-

Annual Revision of the Import Tariff Schedule and Tariff
Values under the Agricultural Produce Cess Act 1940, 3
comments were received from members affected by the Dl"ovisional
tariff values of the above for 1948, the meeting. usually held each

year to discuss the revised rates with the Directy i
o
Intelligence did not take place in 1947, eror of Gommorcial

Relief froz Import Duty on Raw Matey; .
Early in the year the Associated Chnmhe::r;?hcrr::le‘rn Im:luslry.—;
for the comments of its constituent mem ey, a pro o Trc“l&te
the Karachi Chamber on the st; of the intep:fga made by
the demand for relief from duty on r';‘:mm::e::::

rength
ustoms
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imported for industry, expressed in the 19'46-47 Budget speech
of the Hon. Finance Member. The Karachi Chamber suggest?d
that having regard to this promise and the shortage of gb'eel. in
India at that time, relief should be sought from the existing
revenue duty of 183% ad walorem on a tariff vah'xe of Rs,.30I- per
ton of iron and steel scrap, the raw material used in re-rolling mills
—whose output was solely for industrial purposss—nnd' consumed
by rolling mills in the manufacture of finished steel sections.

The Bengal Chamber supported the suggestion and the Associa-
ted Chambers ultimately took the matter up with the Gﬂv.ernmenf,
of India from whom a reply was received in October stating that,
ps‘uding the outcome of the International Conference on Trmfie and
Employment, then in session at Geneva, Gonernment did not
propose to wmake any tariff changes, except in pursuance of the
decision taken on Tariff Board reports,

MARINE

Pilferage on board vessels leaviiig Calcutta.—Further to the
record in the 1946 report of steps proposed by the Port Police in
order to put a stop to pilferage from ships lying at the Docks, the
Chamber was asked in the year under review to inform the Principal
Officer, Mercantile Marine Department, Calcutta if reports reaching
the Government of India of thieving taking place on board vessels
leaving Indian Ports, had any basis in fact.

So far as Caloutta was concerned, the Chamber had reason to
believe from the/ comments of the Shipping Sub-Committee that
ships in the port were not suffering from pilferage to the same
oxtent as at other ports. It was thought that-the greator part
of the broaching of cargoes consigned from Calcutta, of which‘there
had been complaints, Was taking place at ports of destinut'mn or
intermediate ports of call and, on the whole, there was no evidence
of increase in thefts in vessels sailing from Calcutta, as even - the
petty thefts of the effects of ships crews, etc., so common last year,
had been considerably reduced.

Interpretation of Charter Party Clause : Notice of Readiness—
In view of a difference of opinion between the me?rs. Agents and
Charterérs concerned, the quesﬁoq of wlletlxer the time and place} of
the issué of notice of readiness to load was affected by the option
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contained in the following Charter Party Clause was referred to the
Chamber’s Shipping Sub-Committeo in November :—

“The charterers to have the option of loading the steamer in the

Kidderpore Docks or other coal berths as ordered, the usual 24 hours

notice of readiness to be given by the Master or 1 he Agents.”

While granting that the words regarding readiness were mis-
leading and better deleted from this clause, the Shipping Sub-
Committee did not think the clause had anything to do with the
matter of the vessel’s readiness to load. If, for instance, none of!

‘ the optional loading points were available, say for 3 days, it would
be manifestly unfair to penalise the owner to the extent of hire for
that period. The Ship's Master would normally berth at the po‘int
advised by the Charterers, but this did not seem to the Sub-
Committee to affect the readiness issue and it would be in ordor for
the l{lusber to tender notice on arrival in the port provided the ship
was in fact ready to load. The Chambor Committee ondorsed
this view. It is understocd that the matter wag ultimately settled
to the satisfaction of the interested parties,

. The Merchant Navy Officers Training Committee : Question-
naire.~In November the maritime Chambers in the nﬁmbershi
of tha. Agsooiatsd Chambers of Commeros of India were nsked tg
;nbm]b direct recommendations on g, Questionnaire of the Merchant
in:’:r:)s?::zs };""ﬁ"‘“g 003“{““’“& Govornment of India, concern-
o oot :eeku ur; trau:ung facilities for candidates preparing

. ) * Shipping Sub-Committee, the
fi]:‘;:’;";lyci‘;’ig“‘:““fd“‘“Wlth $his_enquiry in detail, the gist of
by the training ihin :;m;- o extended training on tho lins provided
to the fach ghet l’n ufferin”, Government's attention was drawn
‘offiers would bo goyerery e, ©  taining dock and engineer
tutoriel stoff and ng “‘:Z‘l’:dh:yi the limited number of available
fheir training, the standaids domery amluoe, by ouriailing
acquiring certificates of Competency, ™ those desirous  of

Manning of mechan; .
cally propelled fighs.
addre: [2 pelled fighing e, .
Indusi:?:g ]‘;:he ?overment of West; Bengal, Oomm:::iﬂ Lle: a lezte;
“the Shippin ga; gzont. %I)e Chamber Committee, ﬂfterI : our an
Ping Sub- ommitteq, accorded genera] E;’Dmvnl lb‘z erence e]o
proposals

of the Government of India fo,
f T Dreseribin, A aalifica
tions for officers servi ¢ g the nece Yy qualifica-
! ° S 8eTving on echanically propelledssﬁsrhiﬁg v(IJ‘sselq
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which proceed to sea. Special examinations for the commanders
and first hands of these vessels were very desirable, in the Chamber’s
opinion, and should not call for the extensive knowledge required by
personnel of deep sea merchant ships, except as regards the need for
a sound knowledge of the regulations for preventing collision at sea.

As far as engineersof mechanical fishing vessels were concerned,
the Chamber thought they should at least be in possession of a
driver's licence, but the examination such as is given to those in the
inland water trade for small craft should be adequate for them.

If Government contemplated drawing up rules governing these
examinations, the Chamber suggested the setting up of an Expert
Advisory Committee, composed of the type of competent, qualified
merchant servicemen to be found in Calcutta and elsewhere.

Indian Dock Labourers Regulations, 1947.—The Govern-
ment of India cirdulated for opinion on tho 31st May tho draft
Indian Dock Labourers Regulations, framed under Section 5 of the
Indian Dock Labourers Act, 1934. The Chamber, with the support
of the shipping interests in its membership and of the Master
Stevedores Association,. approved the draft rules as a whole and

ded their adopti It was d however that the
Master or Chief Officer of a vessel be accepted as a “competent
person” qualified to undertake the responsibilities for loading laid
down in Part IV of the rules, a practical arrangement practised
under U. K. regulations.

The Indian Dock Labourers Regulations in a revised form
were promulgated in the Gazette of India of the 7th January 1948,
and take effect from the 10th February.

Bengal Pilot Service : Pilotage Fees.—On the issue of Ministry
of Transport Notification dated the 7th October, by which a sur-
charge of 257, was levied on the existing scale of pilotage fees for
the Port of Caloutta, the Chamber asked the Government of India
for the reasons for which the surcharge had been imposed,

Government stated in reply that the surcharge it had become
necessary because of a heavy deficit which occurred in the working

of the Calcutta Pilotage arrangements during 1946-47 and a further )

deficit expected in 1947-48.

Malpractices at Coromandel and Malabar Coast Ports :
Tindal's Protests.—The Calcutta Insurance Association forwarded
to the Chamber in July a complaint from Lloyds Agents in Cochin

g
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against the unsatisfactory procedure in practice at that port of
recording, without verification, protests made by tindals of country
craft and other vessels in respect of cargo jettisoned en roufe due
to stress of weather, ete. In 1937 the Chamber had had some
with the Chambers of C in South India on
the subject of malpractices of this nature and as the poor evidential
value of tindal’s reports was apparently still a source of trouble to
marine interests, the Chamber again reforred the question to the
Chambers at Madras, Calicut, Cochin, Coimbatore, Tuticorin and
Cocanada. Itwas suggosted that it would be to the advantage of
commercial concerns in Southern India if these Chambers could
induce the Government of Madras to enforce rules governing the
filing of tindal’s protests on the lines of those promulgated in
Travancore, where an official examination of the crew, vessel, cargo.
storage facilities and weather conditions on the day in question
precludes the acceptance of false statements by tindals and renders
them liable to prosecution uuder the Travancore Sea Customs Act
if cargo is jettisoned in ici i
It is understood that action has been taken by the affected
Chan}bars, but the results are not yet known, except in the case of
Cochin who informed thig Chamber that the Government of
Madras has declined to accept the suggestion.

Shipping, Service between India and other Countries,—An
enquiry was received by the Chamber in' January from the
GoverAnmmt of India, Department of Commerce, about the extent
to which the shipping services between India and different parts
of the world fell short of the immediate requirements of trade and
commerce. . It was also requested that the Ghamber should not
hesitate to report to the Department, from time to. time, any special

difficulties which might be experienced wi i
b ith regard t i
any particular trade route, o shipping on

., The Chamber. emphasised that while it could only appropriately-
claim to speak for the services from Caloutts its observations
Wwould in some measure apply to the serviges from oth, i
India, particularly on the East Coast. o ports in
General Tonnage Pog;; —=The i
various berths was suﬁioien: a::e‘inbor:,:gye ;\;:lslable, o ﬂfh&
sufficient, to cater-for the 0aTgo offering. Thare’weremocmb i M:’
temporary shortages of tonnage anq interruptiong duy ‘Z S
outside t}:e control of shipownerg such as harbour gf, ‘k‘3 0C rtome
delays, inadequacy of Iabour, and communa) distur?a:c&es-u:)t:lz:

i
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factors temporarily disturbing the normal flow of trade and

necessitating alteration in tonnage programmes were (a) changes

in the volume of goods allowed under the export quota system and
; a

(b) di ies ex) i in' providing the particular
type of vessel most suitable to certain routes and trades.

CalcutlalStraits, China Japan.—~The amount of cargo ol’f?ring
during recent months was small and insufficient to fill the restricted
number of sailings maintained by the Cfaleutta/Japan Conference.

‘Calcutta] Australia, New Zealand.—After the derequisitioning
of vessels by‘the Ministry of War Transport early in _1?46, a
service of approximately one steamer per month was insnt'uted
from the East Coast and one from the West Coast of India to
Australian main ports via Ceyl®n. The tonnage so placed was
adequate to lift all cargo offering, though occasional releases of
additional quotas for the export of jute and jute goods created
temporary shortages of tonnage, met as quickly as posFibla by the
fixture of steamers over and above the regular service. The{re
Wwere several steamers, pu,rbim‘zlnrly from the West Coast of India,

- which sailed for Australia with space available.

The traffic from India to New Zealand, almost entirely f}'om
the East Coast, was catered for pre-war by three direct sailings
each year. After derequisitioning, full cargoes were loat‘{efl for
New Zealand in two direct steamers last year and an additional
half cargo was lifted in December with the result that the berth
was adequately catered for as regards cargo. The recent c?n-
cellation of the New Zealand quota of jute and jute goofls totalling
2,500 tons meant that there was now a negligible quantity f’f c.a%'go
awaiting shipment and this was at present catered for in sailing
for Australia with transhipment there for New Zealand.

As regards passenger traffic to both Australia and New Zealand
there was a heavy back-log on the waiting list owing to the absenu:
of passenger vessels during the war and inability of the Governmen

ies to provide ad te tonnage for military personmel,
i f all passenger

i ge, however, was being made of i
e ts -were in train to improve the

dation and
position.

Calcutta| Trans-Pacific|U. 8. A.  North Atlantic—There. wu:
ample tonnage to meet all requirements. Th'e present :;fp:rd
quotas, particularly of jute and-jute goods, considerably restricte
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business which was less than sufficient to fll tho
on these trades.

tonnage available

CaleuttalU. K —The U. K. berths were very fully covered and
ships usually had to wait for °argo, not shippers. The position

was of course complicated by the prolonged strike at the port of
Calcutta, .

Calcutta| Continent.—Berths to Hamburg,
and Bremen were fully covered and the present tendency, due to
export quotas restrictions, was for the tonnage to be-in excess of
available cargo, Any increase in offerings would be readily catered

for as the Lines serving this trade were anxious to add to the
tonnage on the berth. .

Antwerp, Rotterdam

C{zlcutta/South America| River Plate.~These trades wore ade-
quately catered for by the tonnage placed on the borth,

Caleutta| West Indial Caribbean and Fiji.
service from Calcutta to the West Indies an
fully covered the cargo position. A consi
passenger accommodation to Fiji
catered for by a recent fixture,

—There was a monthly
d the Caribbean which
derable waiting list for
i Was now in course of being

Bay of Bengal Services : (@) Caleutta Rangoon.:
the employment of cargoes, Government,
was adequate throughout. T
for - passenger traffic which,
excess of the available aceo;
being oceupied in trooping.
number of vessels were relaa,
enabled very large numbers t
The position now was that ¢
frequently were unable to
leaving Rangoon,

—Tonnage for the
» military and commerecial,
'he same could not, however, be said
until the end of 1946 was greatly in
mmodation, due entirely to vessels
During the last few months of 1946 a
sed for commercial operation and this
© be moved both to and from Rangoon.
WO vessels operating on this service
ecure full complements of passengers

) Chittagong ]A’"/”b/R“"""""“Corgo demand was negligible
on this service. Passenger 2ccommodation was ingde uﬁegbut
strenuous efforts were made to meat the abnorma] dem;:.d which
sprang up after the disturbances in Bastern Bengal, o} onsel
was withdrawn from the Calcuttaanngoan rn t‘ ne vess
regular sailing frotmn Chittagong to A 0 provide a

kyab and Ran,
once every ten days. The Dosition was noy in htu.ldt;oon and back
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(¢} Rangoon| Coromandel Coast.—All cargo, which was small
in volume except between Vizagapatam and Rangoon, was
catered for by the present service. Passenger accommodation was
still short, but the B. I. Company hoped as their vessels were
released from trooping, shortly to place a pussenger ship
permanently on this service, and were meantime untilising all
available passenger accommodation on the Calcutta/Rangoon run
to cater for those desiring to travel between Vizagapatam and
Rangoon, Other Coromandel ports were still not catered for, the
Scindia Company which formerly operated on this service having
had its vessels directed elsewhere by Government.

(@)  Rangoon| Madras.—All cargo requirements wero being fully
met. Two passengers ships were now on the run.

Apart from isolated cases in the passenger trades, the require-
ments of trade and commerce were being adequately supplied at
the present time and the Chamber assured Government that the
Shipping Lines generally would take all possible steps to see that
any future expansion of trade would be fully covered in so far as
opportunities of shipment were concerned.

Subsequently, as it was learned that the Chittagong Chamber
had not been consulted by Government, a supplementary letter was
sent to the Department of Commerce dealing with the U. K. and
Continental Service from Chittagong. These had been, and would
continue to be, fully supplied.

Clearance of cargoes from the Docks : Port Commissioners
Strike : Customs House delays.—Congestion of cargoes at tho
Docks, assigned to various causes, and the allied question of demurr-
age chargos by the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta received
the attention of the Chamber ab intervals throughout the year.
During and immediately following the Port Commissioners’ labour
strike, accumulations of goods awaiting clearance from the wharves
and transit sheds and arrears of work in the commercial section of
the port renched serious proportions, leading in April to organisa-
tion by the Chamber of a joint meeting of the Chamber’s Shipping
Sub-Committee, the Calcutta Import Trade Association and the Port
Commissioners, in order to discuss ways and means of mutually
speeding up the discharge of cargoes from the port. It was then
agreed that the emergency oalled for the full co-operation of all the
interested parties in the solution of their respective difficulties, On
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the part of the Port C special arra
made for dealing with ship’s  documents

were
and’ rent collection,

while on the Chamber’s side emphasis was laid in a oircular issueq’

to members in August on the importance of expedition in the
passing of shipping bills by shipping clerks, one of the points coming
to the notice of the Chamber Committee in consequence of an
investigation into delays in the discharging and loading of ships in
the Port of Calcutta.

These combined efforts to restore normal conditions in the
workings of the port were largely frustrated on the import side by

. the massing of import oargoes at the docks, held up on account of
the diffioulties of obtaining the necessary licences for their release
under the amended Import Trade Control measures which Govern-
ment brought into effect in May. Several members also attributed

cases the Chamber sought the advice of the Caleutta Import Trade
Association, which was endeavouring in cloge contact with the
Port Commissioners and the Customs authorities to investigate the
Whole position, and it jg understood that in most instances the
matter was settled satisfactori

delays were before the Chamber when this Teport went to press,

contracts, the Chamber has Tepeatedly sﬁgggsted the importance
of the longest Possible notice being given of increas: P. f
charges. In this instance the poing wag 8gain broygy : o l: Pt‘;“
Chamber’s representative on the Port Oommission g;-. oy d ‘;
in having the new rates deferred yngj) Sepﬁemberwlsz Stiecoeded

Dredging of the Lakhiya Rives : ) '
Dakatia River at Chnndp“,,_Mem;e‘:: v':'i?;ayanganj and the
Annual Report for 1946 that the g recall

by
tions made by the N““Yﬂngsnj Champ °r Supported the sugges-

°r of Commerce 1o Govern-

ment for the dredging of the Lakhya River ne,

ar Narayanganj, -
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During 1947 the Chamber represented the urgency of the
. Position on two occasions. In April the Government of Bengal
was again warned about the serious shoaling of the Lakhiya and
Dakatia rivers in the region of Chandpur and of the blocking of the
river channel to Talthalla and Serajdigha. Later a joint inspection
of conditions in the Lakhiya and Dakatia rivers was held by
D tives of Inland Steamer Companies and the Narayanganj
Chamber of Commerce, in company with officials of the Bengal
Irrigation Department and from the facts submitted to the Chamber
in July it was clear that if something were not done immediately
to provent further shoaling of these waterways, the difficulties of
manoeuvring large vessels in channels already blocked by natural
and tural silting would und, dly soon reach a stage which
would render the ports of Narayanganj and Chandpur unusable for
riverine traffic serving the trade of Bastern Bengal. The Chamber
was aware that the late Government of Bengal had had navigation
in the Lekhiya and Dakatia rivers under review in connection with
a long term scheme for development of the “up flow” from the
Brahmaputra, bu in addressing the new Government at Daocca in
September, stress was again laid on the point that the only feasible
course to adopt, pending the completion of this plan, was the short
term measure of dredging certain parts of the rivers, in order to
provide an adequate channel for riverine shipping immediately and
keep it open against silting in the next few years, To this end the
East Bengal Government was strongly urged to sanction dredging
operations in the current financial year, so that full advantage
could be taken of dredging equipment before and in addition to the
normal low water season activities of the dredger “Alexander”,

The Chamber’s letter also invited attention to the unnatural
silting of the rivers at Narayanganj and Chandpur caused by firms
erecting buildings and jetties as close to the river ' channel as
possible, as well as the deliberate sinking of the country craft of
owners who wished to induce silting in the river bed ; while at
Chandpur the channel was further encumbered with large numbers
of country boats anchored directly opposite the steamer ghats.
Government was asked to keep such undesirable developments in
check and continue the steps already taken against illegal encroach-
ment in these vital waterways.

Discharge of Salt Steamers: Lay Days.—Because dock labour
refused to work salt ships at night during communal disturbances,
the Chamber on the advice . of the Shipping Sub-Committee issued
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o ruling in November 1946, and again in October 1947, stating

that the hours 8 a.m.-4 p.m, should be adopted for the specified ,
veriod -of disturbance in the caleulation of lay days under salt

charters. On the second occasion it was notified that no similar

ruling would be given in future for Pperiods of stoppage for less than

six working days,

RAILWAYS

an extensive programme of const;
workshops, housing for staff ete.
of stations and inorease in lowe
Chamber had no crilicisms to mak:

at Kanchrapara, remodelling
r class coaching stock, The

pro\.rision of adequate facilities for the movement of coal, the need
for 1mpz:oved supervision on the railways and support to railway
officers in checking indiscipline among railway workers.

Interim Railway Bug,
ence on August 15th the
a fresh Railway Budget

get.—On the declaration of independ-
entral Government in power introduced

ncrease in the railway wages bill,

oncessi i
not commented on by the Chamber, one for mailway staf. It was

Claims against i ini

damage g&‘m:;“l::?:ya Administrations for Jost or

for 1944, 1945 ang 1946 of the off,

an effective change in the unsatj,

in dealing with claims for goods 1

pondence with the Railway icit:

ances .of bAhs Board’s attention to the magtq, eIl:}txng ¢ oug. oo

material xmprov?ment in the ﬂdmfnistrationr.of l: not ‘?m Yo ony

ments, or result in any noticeablo difference in ehii: rf;:‘lms De;;ﬂ;ﬁ‘
- ne methods

5od in transit, Qorros-
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and general attitude. But bearing in mind the view of the Board
that the remedy lay in closer contact between the commercial
community and the local railways, the Chamber Committee in 1947,
on receiving further complaints against the laborious process of
establishing claims for losses on the railways, took steps in two
directions. - Firstly, complaints and ecriticisms were put before
the Chamber's Railway Sub-Comumittee and, secondly, the Chamber
initiated discussion on such matters at the Quarterly Informal
Meetings held for some time past between the Railway Adminis-
trations and representatives of the Calcutta Chambers of Commerce.
At one of these meetings, in May of the year under review, it was
decided that a Sub-Committee including one member from each of
the Chambers of Commerce should be appointed to go into the
workings of the Railway Claims Departments and submit their
reports to the Quarterly Meetings. The programme of this Sub-
Committee was of necessity interfored with to some extent by the
reorganisation of the East Indian and Bengal Assam Railways,
pursuant on the r it of the Boundary C ission ;
but a copy of their report on the claims organisation of the
E. I. Railway at Benares has already been forwarded to the
Chamber by its representative, Mr. S. S. Mehta.

Indian Railway Conference Association : Proposed revision
of Rule 78 : Classification of Goods.—Among the questions listed
for discussion at the July 1947 meeting of the Commercial Com-
mittee of Interchange of the Indian Railway Conference Association
was the revision of Rule 78 of the Indian Railway Conference Rules,
for the purpose of associating trade and commercial interests with
proposed changes in the general classification of goods, or the
General Rules contained in the Goods Tariff. The Special Officer
dealing *with post-war revision had recommended the circulation of
all such suggestions to Chambers of Commerce and Trade Associa-
tions whose opinions should be taken into consideration by the Com-
mercial Committee in open session when applications by the
railways for alterations in the Goods Tariff were under reference ;
and furthermore, that traders interested in the matter should have
the collective right of arguing the case before the meeting in the
manner and at the time agreed by the Chairman.

\

Ives felt the scheme wag

As the C ial Commi L

" impracticable, commercial interests and Railway Advisory Com.

mittees were invited in April to submit their ideas-on a simple and
workable plan by which the same object could be attained.
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In a letter sent to the Chief Commercial Manager, B. N. Rail-
way, the Chambér took the opportunity to express strong views on
past i of the "di d by the Commercial Committee of
the LR.C.A. of recommendations made by the Chamber interests in
this ‘connection. Strictly speaking, Rule 78 in its present form
merely provided that revision of classification or the General Rules
be referred to the General Seoretary of the I.R.C.A. who should

obtain the dations of the C. ial C i on
them ; but in practice Dproposals of this kind were in fact ciroulated
to Chambers of Commerce, and presumably the views so received
were taken into account by the Commercial Committee. This con-
cossion was valued by the Chamber. The complaint was that
the Committée rejected these proposals without giving any reasons
or calling on the traders concerned to state their case. The .
Chamber was not convineed that the procedure visualised by the
Special Officer was unworkable. Granting that the hearing of
cases in open session might complicate the proceedings of the
Committee, the Chamber stressed the need for continuing to consult
Chambers of Commerce, Industrial Associations, ete., and for
satisfying traders that attention had been given fo their arguments.
An amendment of Rule 78 with this object in view was accord-
ingly suggested.

Up-country Surveys : Shortage Claims on consignments
conveyed by Railways.—With reference to the form of Survey
Report on up-country consignments showing evidence of damage
or loss, which the Railways adopted in 1939 in consequence of an
arrangement come to between the Associated Chambers of Com-

¥ Conforence Association, the
Chambers in April to brin,

8 g to the
Tnotice of the Conference that, accordiny i ion " i

g to inform, d
from the Calofitta Insurance Assooi oo rocaivod

Which the Conference was now. asked to brip,
the Railways pledged to carry it out,

was rectified under instructions to th
forence General Secretary’s Office in t]

€ to the attention of
The matter, it is believed,
© Railwayg from the Con-
he following month,

Chirmiri (Bijuri) Barwadih Survey.—;
that the 1, I, Railway proposed to lay o

In March it wag learned
new line to traverse and
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assist the development of the coalfields of Sonhat, Kurasia,
Jhilimili, Bisrampur and Hutar situated in Rewah, Korea and
Surguja States and Palamau District of Bihar Province. In order
to estimate the volume of traffic from these fields on the proposed
line from Barwadih on the ‘E.I. Railway to Chirmiri (Bijuri) on
the Bengal Nagpur Railway, the E. I. Ruilway issued a question-
naire to elicit the necessary data. The replies completed by

and affiliated A i of the Chamber were for-
warded to the E. I. Railway with a general commendation of the
soheme, which it was considered would provide a much needed
outlet for coal from the Bokaro Coalfield to Western India, so
relieving the congested bottleneck at Moghalsarai. -

Bengal Assam and East Indian Railways : Time Tables.—
Prior to the revision of the time tables of the East Indian Riilway
and the Bengal Assam Railway on the 1st April and 1st October
1947 respectively, the Chamber, after reference to members,

b d a number of to these Railway Managements
for changes in train timings and additional travel facilities, mainly
to meet the requirements of office staffs. In another part of this
report mention is made of the analysis of office hours sent to the
Railways for guidance in the provision of rail transport during the
rush hours,

Demurrage on Railway Wagons : Treatment of Sundays as
dies non.—It may be remembered that during the war the Port
Commissioners and the Railways issued a joint notification with-
drawing the privilege of treating Sundays as dies non for the purpose
of demurr‘&ge on wagons to be unloaded by the consignee. There
was no great difficulty in conforming with this order at the time,
because the restrictive provisions of the Factories Act in regard to
Sunday work were either not in operation at all, or Were consider-
ably relaxed to allow maximum production, A different position
arose, however, when an amendment of the Factories Act further
reduced working hours after the war, so that jute mills and other
industries were faced with striot adherence to the Factories Rules
governing Sunday working on the one hand and, on the other, the
necessity to effect quick release of wagons by reason of the standing
order of the Port Commissioners and . the Railways that Sundays
must count for demurrage.

The Chamber Committee after consulting their Railways
Sub-C; i end Industrial Affairs Sub-Cq made both
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formal and informal apbrouches to the Railway Board Wwith a vigy
to.the cancellation of the 194 notification. The Board appreciated
the difficulties of wagon clearance by industrial concerns subjeot
to the Factories Act, but in their reply to the Chamber i
was made clear that a return to the pre-war demurrage rule could
1ot be considered as long as it was necessary to conserve Wagon
Dower, of which there was still an acute deficiency calling for ajf
possible means of increasing wagon usage. In_ addition it
was  pointed out that the demurrage and wharfage rules
framed under Section 47 of the Railway Aot provided, and
had for many years provided, ‘that where the free time allowed
includes Sundays, X'mas Day, or Good Friday, such days would be
allowed free exeept as regards demurrage
waiting to be unloaded and on all coaching vehicles, In view of this
statement the Chambey Committee agrood thgt there was no
purpose in continuing the correspondence at thig stage.

In a notification of the Chief Commercial Manager, East
Indian Railway, dated the 22nd January, 1948 the following
measures of the Railway Board for improving wagon turn-round on
the E. L Railway were intimated :—

(1) "The free time for loading and unloading of wagons would
be reduced from 9 hours to 6 hours,

@) Sundays should not be treatod as dies non,

Proposed Scheme for the Prevention of Theft of Coal from
the Shalimar Yard—Mention wag made in previoys reports of the
Chamber’s interest in steps for eliminating thefts of coa] from the

& preventive measure against thefts of coal,-
been the snbject of discussion between the
Companies and the Port

offered to enclose the area in "
mately Rs. 80,000/- and to BITANEO for permp e,
staff costing a little over Rg, 7,000/~
expenditure it wag Proposed that g rental gyp,
cottah per month should be Tevi
which varied from Rs, 4] to Rs.

"8 matter which had
Joint Tnlang Steamer

Commlssmnere. The Commissioners

To cover this
charge of Rg, 4/8/- per
ed upoy 4y the existing rontals,
12/- per Cottah per month,
The Port Commissioners Were informeq that
£
the Chamber who wore interested as Depot holderg i:et:;esml})ell:s o:
alima

(55 )

Yard were in favour of the scheme and were prepared to pay b}m
surcharge necessary to finance it, Inthe event of the Port Commxls.
sioners being able to secure similar support from .otherA holders,
the costs and the final amount of the surcharge—which might pr:..
ferably be a percentage on existing rentals—would presumbly be
worked out in more detail and might, tl?e Clm}'nber suggested, he
subject to review at the end of each year’s workm.g of. the schefne.
No further information has reached the Chamber in this connection,

Coal Production and Transport : Coal Distribution Lines —
The Chamber was invited by the A iated Chambers of Ci .
to comment on o plan drawn up'by the Government of India for
the development of coal distribution lines during the ensuing five
years,

The Chamber recorded its general support to the plan after
consulting those interests in this part of India who were concerned,
on the assumption that a return to more normal trading conditions
throughout the country coupled with the other measures now
being taken would so improve the wagon position as to enable the
railway to cope with the increasing traffic between the coalfields
and Caleutta. The plan did not add to the line ocapacity of the
railways in the coalfields themselves (apart from the proposed
development of the Kajora-Jambad-Samla seotion,) or between the
coalfields and Calcutta, and the Chamber thought attention should
first be given to the existing arrangements - for clearing coal
from the coalfields in Bengal and Bihar,

In bringing this aspeot of the matter to Government's notice it
is known that the Associated Chambers stressed the Doint that the
immediate need was in respect to the coalfields of West Bengal
and Bihar, whereas the plan of the Railway Board was a long
term one which might well be delayed in completion through
shortage of materals and technical personnsel.

Deduction of money order commission on payments of claims
and refunds.—A question concerning the obligation of the. payer
to tender the full amount due to the payee was the basis of g
letter written by the Chamber to the Railway Board ine September
in consequence of a complaint from a membel“ that one of the
railways in Hastern India insisted on deduotutg money order
commission from sums payable in respect to‘c!mm.s foT refunds,
otc, Although the amount involved was trivial in itself, the
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Chamber thought the attitude of the railway concerned Was wron
inprinciple and difficult to understand in view of the fact thai
other railways in this area customarily arranged refunds direct
to the payee without deducting money order commission. Ip
requesting the Railway Board to look into the matter the Chamber
drew attenti to the y corr d as well ag
annoyance to claimants arising from this unusual procedure.

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS

o Calcu.ttn Telephone Service.—at the beginning of July the

‘ ’hamber, in Tesponse to complaints made by members, approached

n:ne kG;I:jex;al ) Manager, Telephones, Calcutta District, about the
ariced deterioration of the Caleutta te) i i

ot i et e elephone service whioh had

N The Cha,rflber, while fnll)i aware of the difficulties under which
058 {esponmble for the service were labouring, in particular th
exc?sswe load on the existing manual system‘ and the worn-o :
equipment and shortage of replacements, did not think these tzz}-m“i-

chu:nge and subsequently in establishing the call, Tt wa:

;a.:lon to say that on occasion ten to fifteon nm‘;lutes r:i;::x;fg:s.
g: :i::;l;nm;swer Was made from the Exchange and waitg of thsee
[0 Six minutes wore frequent,” Out of business hy it
in this respect was better, ooy POrition

but certainly not sat;
° 3 satisfactory,
was that business house ©Xohanges consisting of geyen '.I‘he result
quite incapable of coping 8 o soveral |

view of the relatively improved
ration which had set in, the Ch;
the recent relapse was p
A further source of diffeu],

to adhere to the “grouping”
g &” hours spec
fory- and, whero “grouping» e pi nclﬁed 07 Page VI of the Direc-

‘number when asked for by the s\lhscribforce, o give the particalar

er,

In his reply the Genora] Man
Chem| i " ager,
whichb;z ::!h:: ;::l{erst‘undmg'and Pbreciation of the gimenlti
Calcutta District angemm-e 4in the operation of the sorvios fn o
in the service coincid exp]‘umad the extens to which ctorron fha

ided with outbregjs of comm“n:I ;eten:ruhon
isturbances,

Telephones thanked the ‘
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and how the slight improvement evident before these grounds for
complaint had arisen was concurrent with a marked reduction in
the number of communal incidents reported throughout the city,
and less uneasy working and living conditions prior to H. M. G's
and H. I&. the Viceroy's announcements on June 3rd. Advantage
was taken by the District Supervisor -during this comparative Iull
to work .off arrears in the mai of h [3

and plant, and subscribers’ lines and apparatus; opportunity was
taken also to restore confilence among the female operative staff
and encourage them to'be more regular in attendance and to
make special efforts for a much needed improvement in the service.

During the last week of May and the beginning of June, fear
and tension was again prevalent particularly among the female
teleph staff, when wid d trouble of a serious and grave
nature was evidently anticipated. =Simultaneously ‘with the high
percentage of absentees among the staff there was a greatly
increased trafficload. The General Manager decribed the diffi-
culties of maintaining the service in these conditions, in spite of
the loyalty of many operators, and stated that sanction
had been obtained for an increased number of operators as reserves
to meet such abnormal situations, and for additional supervisory
staff, but that it would take many months to train efficient
operators and supervisors.

The Chamber was finally informed that the Park and Howrah
h L ion Sch for additional operators’ iti to
reduce loading had been completed by District staff. The manu-
facture of the new switchboard for Calcutta Exchange had been
completed by Bombay Telephone Workshops, and staff had arrived
for installation. It was expected that the work of installation
would be completed by the end of the year and the new switchboard
would be brought into service for redistribution of loads, and a
marked improvement in the standard of service might be expected.
Bombay Telephone Workshops were still busy on the manufacture
of the additional switchboards for Burrabazar Exch and it was
expected that this work would be completed “early in 1948 when
installation work would be taken in hand.

B

Mr. W. E. Skip with of Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.
is the present repr i of the A iated Chambers of
Commerce of India on the Telephone Advisory Committee set up
by the Government of India at the end of 1947,
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Postal Holidaysi—In reply to the Presidendy Postmaster,
Calcutta, who asked what the Chamber's views were on a propmm]I
that the staff of the Postal Department should be granted the same
number of holideys as were enjoyed by the administrative officers
of the Central Government, the Chamber stated that it had and
would consistently oppose such an increase. The Chamber had in
fact pressed for a reduction in the number of holidays taken by
Government Departments®and strongly deprecated any extension
of the holidays observed by a Department of such vital importance
to cf)mmercial firms as the Postal’Department. The vast majority of
business houses were open for the handling of urgent business even
on the restricted number of holidays observed commercially and
‘would for that reason be greatly inconvenienced by sﬁspension of
the delivery of postal articles on closed holideys. The Chamber,

therefore. pressed both that there should be no extension of the

holidays observed by the Post,
a al Department and for t] -
Vtmunnce of postal deliveries on closed holidays. e the con

According to recent lotter from the Presidency Postmaster, it
. roposed to arrange additional. deliveries on postal holidays.
embers were asked if the times of delivery suggested would be

is pi

. useful to them and 1n accordance with their replies the Presidency

Postmaster has recently been i
is in favour of an additional
11 a.m,, but it is not _thought an
8erve any useful purpose.

nformed that the majority opinion
morning service, preferably before
afternoon post on holidays will

Certain isolated cases of undue delay were r
the Calcutta Insurance Association, ;
substantial evidence was required to |’1
postal authorities concerned,

'eported in a letter from
but it was felt that more
Phold a representation to the

p for w i s
Exchange Department gt Dncca,aeks iyl passago through the

Amarked improvement in the
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time of delivery was, from all accounts, becoming evident at the
beginning of 1948. so that the Chamber had no reason to pursue
the matter beyond this point.
Air Mail Fees.—Members are aware from the last Chamber
report that, pursuant on the 1946 Annual General Meeting of the

Associated Chambers of Commerce of Tndia, a resolution in the
following terms wes submitted to the Director General of Posts

and Air:—

“That this Association, having regard to the importance to the economic
welfare of the country, more particularly its industrial and commercial advance-
ment, of the Air Mail Services, now, or likely to be, in operation between this
and other countries, urges upon the Government the necessity of an early revision
of the existing Air Mail rates with a view to bringing these nearer the levels
which were in operation prior to the war.”

According to an Associated Chambers of Commerce Circular

to members, the Director General's reply stated that the Department
were fully alive to the desirability of offering low air mail rates.

- The air mail fees to the U.S.A. had already been reduced and the

Department would consider further reductions of rates as and when
circumstances permitted. This did not seem to this Chamber to
deal with the urgent requirements of the business community in
this country, whose particular need was for a decrease in the cost
of air mails to the UK. In view of recent reductions in the UK.—
India rates, the Associated Chambers were asked specifically to
request G troduce a reci 1 reduction in westward
mail charges and enquire why there had been delay in this step.

rnment to i

Dharamtalla Post Office.—The Presidency Postmaster was
informally approached in May regarding the need for the provision
of extra staff to cope with the accumulation of mail, particularly
registered mails and money orders, at the Dharmatalla Post Office,
where, according to a member of the Chamber, the communal dis-
turbances at that time were having the greatest effect on the postal
service in the area. The Chamber was promised the co-operation
of the Postmaster in this matter and the complaint has not been
repeated. N

Posting of Indian Mails at the Calcutta G. P. 0.—By courtesy

* of the Presidency Postmaster, the Chamber was able to continue

in the year under review the service extended to members last year,
in the issue under cover of Circular No, 123-1947 dated the 1st July
of a table showing the latest hours of posting of principal Indian
mails at the Calcutta G.F20- :
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INDUSTRIAL

Workmen's State Insurance Bill, 1946.—Tho publication of this
Bill in November 1946 brought into concrote form the proposals and
counter proposals put forward over a number of years past on the
question of legislation in India providing for health insurance for P
industrial workers. For the past decade or so the Chamber has i
had ocoasion to consider this subject and in recent years was
closely associated with preliminary discussions of the Labour
COonference, first on Professor Adarkar's Report and later the |
“Unified Scheme” suggested by Messra. Stack and Rao after a
visit to India, at the request of the Government of India, for the |
purpose of report on this and other allied matters,

|

On certain fundamental points the attitude of employing !
interests expressed through the Chamber in its criticism of the
‘Workmen’s State Insurance Bill was based on the opinion put
forward and recorded in the Chamber reports of 1943, 1944 and 1945
in connection with the Adarkar and Stack and Rao recommenda-
tions, as for instance the objection of some sections of employers
to the “triple cover”, of employment injury, sickness and maternity
benefits incorporated in the provisions of the Bill. The Chamber’s
views on the Bill were communicated to the late Government of
Bengal on the 20th March. In summary they were as follows :— -

2. Contributory Character of the Scheme,
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Provincial Governments. Tor the success of
hat direct contributions to it be made by the
d “employoes and this should be expressed as
thozate of omployors' and employoes' contribu-

Btate as well ag employers ang
part of the schedulo governing
tions.

»

. Pinancial Guarantee,

It was considerod - that the Gentea] Govorumont should be responsible for
the entire administration costs, of tho sohome and not as provided in the Bill
for two thirds of it for tho fizst fiye years. Moreovar the State must bo
ultimately responsible for the scheme'y financial solvoncy,

. Inclusion of Workmen's Compensation ang Maternity Benefit

It was thought this measure wag
existed to cover Workmen's Oompongati,
insuranoo in itsolf was b suffiiently e,
tlons of the scheme,

Promature as arrangomonts already
onand Maternity Benofit. Sicknoss
Y unlortaking for the carly opora-

6

4. Reprosentation of Employers’ Interests,

¢, -On $ho Qorporation Board, its Standing Committeo and Modical Bonofit

Gounoil, the bodies to be sot up to administer tho schome, the reprosentasion
" proposed on behalf of employers was inadequato and should be increased in

congonance with tho financial contribution they mako to the schemo,

5. Definition of Sickness.

Cortain forms of ohronio diseases of an infeotious charaster should bo
oxcluded from tho benofits of tho sshomo;sickness arising from tuborculous,
loprosy, etc. was a matter for State hospital treatment, sinco such disensos
wore provalant among workors and would mean a heavy linbility.

6. Definition of Workamen.

It frequentiy happenod that in outlying areas clerical staff were
dependant for treatment on medical facilitios provided by omployers. The

Bill should thereforo be amended to cover this category of employoes in

factories,

7. Liability in respect of Contract Labour,

Tho difficiilties of applying thoe rulo relating to weekly cash payments
by and for casual labour of this class were such that this category should be
oxcluded from the scheme in its initial stages. ‘

8 Buisting Medical facilities provided by Employers,

Consideration was necessary on the question of maintaining the privato
and frequently superior medical provision made already by employers and any
negotiations betwoen the Corporation and privato bodies or individuals
connected with the operation and costs of sich treatment should, in the
torms of the Bill, afford a safeguard for employers. Also as tho Bill specified
that employers should not reduce any priviloges or benofits conferred on
workmen, by reason of their liability under it, it was important that the
Bill did not prejudico their right to withdraw hospital facilities.

. Dismissal during sickness.

While agreeing that it was necessary to provent dismissal of workmon
because of casual sickness, it should be made cloar in the Bill that an
employer rotained the right to dismiss a worker on account of commission of
offences, whether he were sick at the time or not.

10, Liability of Factory Owners for Excessive Cash Benefit.

+ The matter of unsanitary conditions in factorics or tenemonts was for
the i of the Local and it should not bo
within the powers of tho Corporation to clnim resulting oxtra oxpondituro
from factory owners ible for it, however the objeot of
this seotion of the Bill might be. .
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11. Cash Benefits and Hospital Treatment,

Thore should be no reduotion
vatientsin hospitals, which migh
people against hospitals,

of cash benefits for workers treated agip.
t incroase the customary prejudice of such

12,

Qualification for o Sickness Cash Benefit,

Some provision linkin

satisfactorily, As the Bi
benefits atter employment for 17 days in six months,
The Bill was referred to a Select i

Novemhen oan elect Committeo on the 22nd
Industrial Disputes Act, 1946.—
O%mmher Report for the year 1946 to
trial Disputes Bill, 1946. The Bill
Legislature and became effective on th

Referonce was made in the
the provisions of the Indus-

- Its main featur
he 31 9 s are the new fo f
conciliation and adjudication machin, e

t? deal with trade disputes, the autho
sions of Tribunals against which ¢
drawal of the war-i

TiY oW given to the deci-
here is no appeal and the with-

utility services.

As regards coneiliation j .
. and adjudicat s
retains the Boards of Conoilation u::‘x;hcahc-n machinery, the Aot

Courts of i i
for und i 8 of Enquiry provided
Work: g;’m‘;l:;tpreywus Act, but creates two new orgzm?s&ﬁoﬂﬂ,
o ees aflfl Tribunals, The Act also gi: tatut
recogni fon o Qoneiliation Officers who i most e e putory
been appointed by eXecutive action, 05t cases have so far

"The provisions for Works Committee

s
Soction of g abpear to be possibly

ew legislation, since the

Tequired to preseribe the Procedure f C oEkors. The rules
© for the elqy;
10n ‘and operation
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of Works Committees were issued during the year by the Contral
Government in respect of the undertakings carried out by them,
and also by the :Government of Bengal in respect of industries
falling under provincial control. Towards the end of the year
it was d that Works C would be instituted in
the first place in the jute industry but, at the time of writing this
report, the preparations for elections were still being made, and
no Committees were actually in being.

Quite the most outstanding effect of the new legislation was
the development under it of adjudication as a means of the settle-
ment of Jabour disputes. Power had, of course, been conferred
under the Defence of India Rules for the settlement of disputes by
adjudication and had been extensively used, but proceedings were
invariably held up by the +small number of officials available to-
act as Adjudicators, With the passage of the new Act, the Govern-
ment of Bengal added considerably to Adjudicators available to
deal with disputes and, as a resulf, an- increasing number of cases
was dealt with and formed the subject of awards. A new and
striking feature of the system was the reference of disputes involv-
ing entire industries or groups of employers to general adjudica-
tion. In Bengal, before the new Act, individual cases were
invariably dealt with but in August the Government of Bengal
referred certain disputes in the Jute Mill industry to a general
Tribunal-covering the industry in Bengal asa whole, and similar
sotion was taken subsequently in respect of the Engineering
industry, the Hydraulic Press industry and, finally, in the case of
& large number of commercial offices; including the Chamber
itself. .

It would be wrong to give any impression that the general
run of decisions under the mew Act was satisfactory. BEarlier .
experience of adjudications had shown thet awards were often
doctrinaire and that Adjudicators often made concessions to
workers” demands quite apart from the intrinsic merits of the case.
These defects continued, but the situation as a whole was made
even more unsatisfactory as a result of three other developments.
In the first place, the increased number of Adjudicators now
available inevitably made for differing interpretations and different
emphasis in awards, and & strong tendency towards divergent
deoisi in similar circy nces revealed itself.- In the absence
of any right of appeal what: from "decisi of Adjudicat;
employers affected by such decisions were powerless to take any
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remediate action. In the second place, following on the publica:

tion of the Central Pay Commission Report, Adjudicators tended
to accept the views of the Conimission on minimum earnings in
a very uncritical fashion and, as a result, a strong tendency for
inoreasing wage rates asserbed itself. In many cases awards,
involving an increase of 3317 over what had been deemed suffi-
oient; two years before, were made even in cases where the increase
in the cost of living had been catered for by the payment of
denrnoss allowance. In the third place, a number of very un-
desirable -precedents appeared to be in process of establishment,
and decisions on bonus i on issues affecti > h
and on strike pay were felt by employers to encroach on well-
established conventions and, in some cases, on accepted aspects
of the law of master and servant,

In these circumstances, consideration wag given to the desir-
ability of.a revision of the Industrial Disputes Act and, in its
- goneral aspects; was the subject of a special resolution at the
Annual General Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce
of India in December 1947. The resolution is now before the
Goverhment of India and the question of further action on the
part of the Chamber is now wunder consideration. The main
alteration proposed was the grant of the right of appeal to the
High Court against the awards of Adjudicators, but a number of
other important points, including . restriction on retrospective
awards and a prohibition on reinstatement in cases of dismissal,
were also included. .

Bengal Tripartite Labour Conference.~A further step in
governmental intervention in the relations of employer and
employed was teken in November when the Provincial Labour
Minister convened a Tripartite Conferenco-with equal representa-
tion of the Government of Wegt Bengel, employers and labour
to disouss :— .

(1) Maintenance of the status quo in industrial relations.
(2) Stay in strike-and intimidation of the mana
(3) Go slow tactics.

(4

gement.

Proposals-for amenidments of the Industrial Disputes Act.
employing interests on the
al Chambers of Commerce.in

one delegate weg called from

Of the  six.seats reserved for
Conference, each of ‘the five prinoip:
Calcutta were allotted one seat and
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the Bengal :Millowners “Association. The ' first +sitting -took plwe‘ X
on the 9th December, and -immediately *before the second - meeting -
on:January 6th, the Chambers, togéther with the Bengal Millowners
Assooiation, the Indian Jute “Mills ‘Association - and ' the ‘Indian
Mining “Association jointly -endorsed -a 'letter:to --Government
setting out their: common views on the-subject ~matter -of - the
Conference 'agenda,

‘'A-great part of the ‘deliberations at this and "the former
meeting ranged around the question of employers® rights in the
matter of dismissals or retrenchment of workers during the
pepdency of adjudication proceedings, an important issue on
which the Chambers and the Bengal Millowners Association were at
variance with the view pressed by Government that employers
should agree not to exercise their privilege.in such circumstances.‘,
except on grounds of misconduct, ‘which "if it amounted to a
criminél offence was for reference to a court, other cases being for
settlement by Government or a Tribunal. An.understanding in
regard to this ‘point had not been reached at the time of wiiting
and consultations were proceeding between the Chambers and
those other industrial bodies who stand to be .affected by what they
are inclined to regard as intetference with a prinziple of, good -
order and the long recognised rights of employers. |

The Vice-President, . Mr.,A.. P.Benthall: and-Sir Charles Miles..
acted in turn for the Chamber at-the.Conference .meetings.an the
9th.December and the 6th.January.

Establisk finew:f ies: and ion -of ing
factories.—In October. the :Employers;Federation of Indie, Bombay,
invited-attention.to a letber received from the:Government:of India,
D of. Labour, :indicating that »wibh a view : to-remedying
defects in-certain factory buildings,:machinery layout:ard arrange- -
ments-for the:disposal-of industrial ;anid trade wvastes; Government
had:decided to revise the Factoties:Act so.as torprovide: that plans
for factory devel t-shouldsb itted :to the Ghief Inspector
of Factories ibefore -construetion swas mndertaken. - Government
therefore advised - industrislists -bo-consaltrand obtain the approval -
of local Factory- Inspectorates to any:such plans before. the amernid-
ment of the Act, in order to avoid the necessity of carrying out
alterations o, and -possibly :demolisbing buildings owhich did-not

£ ith stand i . .

————
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. _In_ support of the.views of the President of the Employers
Foderation' and their Industrial Affairs . Sub-Comunittee, the
Chamber Commi mended Government's tion to
m'e_m.bets contemplating expenditure - on new factories, or ex.
te}_lsxox? of existing factories, At the same ‘time the East Indis
fs*'b: ittae. of the. Empl y Fed (the Industrial Affairs
ub-Committee) stressed in o letter to the Federation the case
already urged by Employers' Tepresentatives at a recent Tripartite
-Labour Conference for a guaranteo that . factory development
SQhenTes would not be held up indefinitely awaiting Government’s
sanction. It was suggested that the Federation approach Govern.

ion plans shoul i

to'accept or reject them, and in the Iz\tzer case zodg:’:er::e:;:ﬁ

; Pef«?re the expiry of the specified period. The Committee felt that
,ndustrimlists should be free to proceed with the project in question
if a reply wers not received from Government in reasonable time.

Observance of M i i
b0 the Director of the ;Y ey Goneral oo,
Office, the Chamber aski
countries regarding’ ]
géneéral holiday,

L —In a letter
ndia Branch of_the International Labour
od for information . on the. position in other
: he _Practice of observing May Day as a
el as it had been learned from the
o. ndia, Department of Labour, that, -arising f

hon‘voi t}\e All-India Trade Union G’ongressg o
recognition - of &= May Day holiday  in- India V\’ro

m a sugges-
the question of
uld comie. up for
In the light of the
. “in “July, and th

'Affa}rs Sub-Oommittee, thi chgmbe:
n “‘"S country, whera so many festival
the ‘list of non-working d&;syﬁl;b:ﬁv:ould %o & mistako to inereso
Was 50 important an objoctive, The 41 ]}::iag;”;? production
-gress had ba.sed" its proposal .on the custom ; B e.Umon an.
.su:l;h fta's :“;tm[m' France, Finly, by cerlt)mtn'c":“t“fs
Industrialised countries 1j s 3 but in heavily
Belgium, the granting of o k:olzi?ttf‘i:;;‘;’ tho United States and
not, as far as the Chamber Was. awate, ap aers on May Day was
1 ment Was theroforo advised that: the , Qe - o0 TU%  Govern:
interests represented. by it, posed :hra :nd bh: industrial

uggestion,

daysare observed as holid;

» strongly op]

The East, India - Committee

F % 8 of the B, ;
Indie, were likewise not in favour. of ;‘:ZZ: rsre Feclemtion af
cent proposal

A
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that the May Day holiday might, in view of ‘the present production
drive, -take the place of -one or ‘another of the usual festival
holidays. - The Committee foresaw trouble if an attempt were madé
to carry-out this change, since it ‘Was bound to attract opposition
from some section of the community or otheér. It is understood that
the Employers Federation of India addressed the Government of
India on the subject in very similar térms last December. o

Fair Wages Clauses in Public Contracts.—With reference to
a Government of India enquiry into points included  in -the agenda
of the Int tional Labour Conference being held at San Franciseo
in Juné, 1948, the Employers Fedetation of India invited: comments
from the Bast India Committee of the Federation on a proposal
that the Labour Conference should adopt world-wide regulations
regarding labour clauses in public contracts.

The East India Committee recorded bhéir opposition to the
proposal which they thought would be unnecessary and cumber-
some, - besides involving. contractors’ in- troublé and expense, and
might give rise to serious difficulties, in as much as contractors
could not ensure that their sub:contractors and = suppliers had
complied with the regulations., They “did ot think the lack of
such rules in present organised :conditions would be felt and no
contractor .could expect to pay less than' the usual rates for the
services of his employees. -

War Emergency Camps for Stevedore Labour : Finance.—
In the Chamber reports for 1942/43 members were informed of the .
several responsibilities undertaken by the War Transport Depart-
ment of the Government* of .India, the Shipping Sub-Committee of
the Chamber and the Master Stevedores Association in the
establishment and miainteriance of ‘camps. for stevedoring laboqr
outside the city area during the war. On the closing of the camps
early in 1946, the War Transport D b t d ded rei
ment of the surplus. funds: in hand:in return for the capital costs .
of the camps, which had ‘been a charge on Government. ' In 1945
it had been  agreed between the Shipping interests and the
Master Stevedores -Association that. any funds standing to the
camps' account when the§ were terminated would be distributed
among the Shipping interests in proportion to the amounts they .
had contributed” towards the -running costs,. and :Government's
claim - was strongly refuted for different reasons, among them being
that .the camps had been forced on Shipping interests as part of
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the-wn»ef_fartand.Guvern;nent, after. providing. the- initial capital
for: the construction of the. camps,. had definitely. refused to have
anything to.do. with.their working costs, which had been met by
Shipping. interests. or- the British and American.. War Shipping
Administrations .in. respect of those vessels owned or operated by
them, to.whose foresight.in providing. against possible. contingen-
cies the surplus-in: question was due, No surcharge: had been
placed on the rates of freight at the time in order to cover this
financial burden:on. the. Shipping. interests in. the Chamber; who
together, with the. Master Steved A i ;
correspondence. withi the War. Transport.
stated . that Government’
teined.

, and after lengthy
, Department, finally
s claim to the. surplus could not be.enter:

The question of the disposal of these funds to the best advan-
tage is still under the consideration of the Cliamber Committee in
the light of the joint dations of the Shipping. Sub-
Committee and the Master-Stavedores Association,

: Fapitul Goods s for- West Bengal.—On. the. invitation of the
Minister-in-Charge, Commerce, Labour-and Industries: Department
of the- Government of West:.Bengal, the«President and. Vice-Presi-
dent. ofthe Chamber. attended  a conference. on' the- 25thi, August
at which b of other. Chambers of Commerce- in
Gelcutta, as well as from the Bengal Mill Owners Association, were
press'nt. A;.t the conference it was explained: that, with a.' view
fo discussions with the Central Government and negotiations with
the.Trade:Commissionerstof. the various manufac amtri
Government was anxious to obtain an:
of- machinery and oapital goods which

turing - countries,
approximate over-all estimate
would bo needed: by, West

: : i ing. for this. ot
ﬂ;m;im 0 a-ciroular issued. o the- 13th ;‘:ptlenxi(:;:"-lr:z:ﬂ;ﬁ
of. this. Chamber. and affiliated Industrial Associntil‘ms were

invited- to. submit: the: necessary P“‘ic“lBTS-om-thmpmscribad

form under-the heads :—

(a) "Replacement
(b) Expansion of exist

ing unit
(¢) New Units eand

In:all, 32:estimatos-ofs;
bers: and. forwarded. to. t
Department.. .

Tequirements-

Were-received: fj
: frome. "
he: Gommoree, e

4 thbu?:- and: Industries
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Térms-of Payment for - Supply: Department, Government of.
India.—The: Chamber-took strong- ionsto the: decisiom: ofi the
Government of India to: revert to. the: formerr systent: relating: to
contracts: with the: supply: Department, . whereby: 907/ of the price
of each: consignment was. paid: on proof of despatch amd.the: balance
of+ 107% . on production of- consignee’s: receipt.. of thegoods:. This
system - was ‘abandoned: in:’ favour of the .100% payment on proofiof
‘inspectioniand:despatch-seme years ago and for sound reasens:

As the result of the representations madé to them at the time,
the Government of India recognised the injustice to suppliers
of the payment system then in-force. Iticaused—as will ‘the: rocent
decision” to revert to'it—not only fihancial embarrassment to-many
suppliérs, but also-heavy additional® clérical work' and'® costs” to
contractors- and Government alike; the: needless-delays-to-which
‘attention was already drawn; irresponsibility on the: part- of con-
rsignees, and” the' sense of unfdirness-and inequity which-the-deci-
sion to introduce the-100% payment system recog‘m’s?d;

Reversion to the old procedure on the grounds that the-100%
poyment system. wasa war-time measure and‘the present qhnnge
merely a return to the standard Conditions of Contract was '1' .the
opinion of the Chamber no justification for whut could.not:but be ,
regarded as a retrograde and inequitable decision. It seemed. tothe
Chamber that the real reason must be the difficulty experienced
by Government in obtaining , receipts from their own consignees,
in most cases departments of their own organisation, and that the
recent revision of the contract conditions of payment.must have
as its.object the retransfer to the contractor of the.onus of ob:
these receipts, apparently on the theory that the contractors would
obtain them more quickly if 107 of the contract price were withheld
until they had done so. In the view of the Chamber, this was an
evasion of an obligation which rightly attached to the party. placing.
the order and not' to the party executing it. The obligation of the
latter was to deliver the goods promptly and in accordances with
the specifications, and'of the férmer to pay without delay for tl‘!e
goods when delivered in terms of the contract. The Chamber had
no reason to believe that experience of the 1007 payment system
*dirifg the'past-féw: years: had’been other than satisfactory” and

ical ; and it to-point out'thut under that system
Government was-covered” by the contract imrespect of cliims for
’b}‘ankngg‘und. thelike asthe comtractor~was in no- way- nbsn{yed
ffom his-responsibilities-iir that or any otherrespect-by the'100%
‘peyment:procedure: - ‘ .

B

——
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~ In reply. to .these representations of the Chamber, Govern.
ment statéd that they did not see any justification for altering the
mormal system of advance 90% and balance 107, payment in respect
-of supplies made by contractors against contracts placed by the
Purchase .0 isabi of the Di of I and
:Supplies.- They had, however, authorised the Director General,
“Industries and Supplies, to.relax the condition of 90% advance and
107 balance’ payment and to. allow full advance 100% payment in
exceptional circumstances.

Utilisation of Industrial R h.—Continuing the usual
-pragtice, .the non-technical notes on different manufacturing and
chemical'procssses emaneating from the Scientific and Industrial
Research Council were again this year issued through the Chamber
to members likely to have use for them. - Items of interest included
in. the notes.were the manufacture of Sintered Glass Filters,
Mosqulto Rapellent Cream and Rubber Sponges.

"

ol to Industrial C in the Calcutta
Area.-—Arzsmg from an emergency meeting of affected interests
convenéd in March by the Provincial Coal Controller to consider
* the smmnon which had arisén owing. to ‘the failure of the
‘Transport Department; Government of India, to, dellver supplies
of ‘coal for domestic and industrial purposes to Bengal, two

¢y ) .

the. Deputy Coal Commissioner (Distribution) : who would *also
nrrange for the issue of permits for the extra petrol reqmred .

In pursuance of this decision members of the Chnmber who
were engaged in the manufacture of pottery, matches, chemlcals,
spap, ice, glass, rubber, leather, enamels, -paints or _mineral oils
and who desired permits and petrol coupons for the transport of .
coal by road were requested to submit -the following particulars -
to the Chamber for transmission to the Depul:y Coal Oomm 8= -
sioner :—

(1) Name and address of appllcunt,
(i) Location of factory ;
- -+(iti) Quantity of coal required by road, durmg [May.] 1947~
and

(iv) Quality of coal required.

This scheme was carried out by the Chamber until, at. the. end
of the year, the Governmenb of West Bengal implemented its
own road . transport arrangements - for bringing coal - into the
Calcutta - industrial area by road, so that members’ requirements .
of transport permits and petrol were from then on dwerted co the
Provincial Coal Controller.

i © E
Coal Transport Advisory Committee,~In January 1948 a Coal®
Trunspmt Advisory - C¢ i d of repr £ of

"pi-opusals were put to the Chamber for views and
tion.

D
These ' were (1) that ‘the Government of India should
'suspend, for'a period of upproxu—n&felv three months, all allotménts
‘to certain’ speclﬁed consumers in the Calcutta industrial area
and arrange for rakes of coal and coke to be sent down to six
central' depots from which the industrial allottees would draw
‘tHeir monthly Tequirements op a reduced (663%) basis; {2) that
errangements should be made by the various Chambers of Comameren,
mdmdua]ly or collectively, to bring down coal from the coalfields
by “motor transport and issue it to their constituents from selected
dumps. .

The Chamber endorsed the ﬁrst
hon of - certain. points, but-at.a seco;
auspwes .of the Directorate of Fuels i
to prouead with * the . arrangements
(b) thw. thoee requmng coal. by road
Chamb of C

Pproposal subject to conslderﬂ‘
nd meeting. held .under - the
in°April it was decided (a) not
noted under (1) above; and
should indent through their
for a transporg .bermit - from

. Coal and Transport interests and Chambers of Com-
merce in Calcutta was set up under the auspices of the Government
of India in accordance with the.recent recommendations of the
Department of Industry and Supply. Its main function was a
review of the coal transport position as a whole. Exper
far clearly indicates that the Advisory Commlttee is perio
2 most useful service.

MUNICIPAL .
The Calcutta Municipal Election Ordinance.—This Ordinance*
was by the Go of West Bengal on“the dth
October. It seeks to amend the Calcutta Municipal Acb of 1923
having in view as its main essentials :— -
1.
2.
3.

the introduction of & joint electorate systemn

the abolition of Government nominated seats ; and

the  inclusion’ ‘publicinstitutions hitherto
unrepresented, v e

of obher

My
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-:As ithe .amendments .cawme into . immediate : foroe they: apply
to the holding ..of .the mext Corporation elections: - They -came,
before the Provincial Assembly for adoption in the form of
legislation and are mow law. The representation of European
business “interssts “in the ' Corporation under the 'Act has been
reduced ‘from six ‘seats'to “one 'in the case of the Chamber
Constituency, and from four seats to one in the case of the Caloutta
Trades ‘Association.” The Chamber has the position ‘under review
in ~connection ~with- the' 1948 elections,

Traffic in the k area : Proposed i of the
Tramlines in Dalhousie Square.—At the,end.of . July the Chamber
was invited to give.an opinion.on.a.scheme of the Caloutta Tmprove-
ment Trust for the re-alignment of the tramlines in.and around
the congested area of Dalhousie Square. The gist of the new..plan
was to provide two single-line one way loops, one inner loop and

ki d.larger loop, di d as.to—

«fa). carry allthe tramsswithout-one -loop :frequently -crossing
-the:other as they do ab present in: Dalhousie-Square ;.

*-(b) give trams'direct access to a larger part.of the business
quarter ;

_{e) veduce .congestion .by . dispersing  over.a .large area.the
.points-at which .office. goers .alight from .and .board
“$rams; and the points.where.frams.and . vehicles : inter-
-fere.with.each.other.

. As.might be ted from . the .intri of this: problem
the:.Caleutta Tramway Company's. report.on .the Improvement
Trust Scheme received by the Chamber pointed.out the practical
difficulties surrounding the proposed changes, particularly the
high cost of relaying tram .tracks and re-making the roads
from which tracks had 'been ‘removed. Consideration was-
given to.severalnew .suggestions _for re:organising .the Caleutta-
tramway .system .which were ,put .forward .by_the:Chamber’s
representative on Traffic Advisory Committee when . commenting
on the Improvement Trust.Scheme .at the Ghamberls requeéﬁx
These were forwarded to the Tramway Company who commented
as follows i—

Regarding ‘the first_suggestion, namely, .through running of
tram cars, the-value of a through running .service wag appreciated

e

(")

by the Company, but experiments with the system in the past had’
not proved very successful, although it was still carried out where:
possible. The cost of the second scheme—removal of trams from
the city area—was not, in the Company's opinion, justified, nor did
they think it would be any help from the point of view of conges-
tion, as more than double the number of vehicles would be required
to move people from the tram termini.

The Company advanced their own suggestions as to means of
relief from, and causes of traffic congestion, viz :—

1. A very definite staggering of office hours.

2. Removal of hawkers from pavements.

3. Prohibition of garages using the public streets for repairs
4. Parking of Government vehicles in Dalhousie Sq. North
5.

Complete lack of traffic control at Esplanade opposite the
Metro cinema, especially at 5 p.m.

6. Indiscriminate parking of cars.

7. Control over use by bullock carts and hand carts of the
main roads during rush hours. .

8. Action by the Police against bad driving of motor vehicles
and other breaches of the recognised rules of the road.

Similar points were put forward by the Chamber in correspon-
dence with Local Government concerning traffic control, to which
reference is made in below.

Traffic Control in the Business Area of Calcutta.—The
Chamber addressed the Government of West Bengal, Home
Department (Police), on the need for a thorough investigation into
the existing traffic conditions in the business quarter of Calcutta
with particular reference to the Clive Street area. Due partly to
thie ‘increasing number of vehicles on the roads and partly to
the relaxation of control, conditions for both vehicular and
pedestrian traffic had greatly deteriorated during the past few
months and were approaching a chaotic stage. .

- "In the view of the Chamber, the problem called for mensures of
two types—firstly, those involving long-term unAd permanent rep!a,n.
Uing, and secondly, those which ocould readily be brought into
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immediate operation, orat least given a trial at little or no cost,
and which would go far towards relieving a situation that was
fast getting out of hand. Within the first category fell such
measures as the improvement of street lighting throughout the
city, especially in the principal th ; and the tent
scheme, considered in the early days of the war, for the provision
of adequate parking facilities in Dalhousie Square. It was
appreciated that this particular scheme involved far-reaching and
expensive measures such as the realignment of the existing tram
lines, referred to in the preceding paragraph of this report, and the

of a 11 ised modern car park capable of
serving the requirements of the district for many years to come.
The eventual necessity for a scheme on these lines could not be
gainsaid and early tion of it was r ded’ by the
Chamber.

The circumstances to be met by immediate action and the
proposals for meeting them which the Chamber placed before
Government were as follows i—

(i) Pavement Hawlers.—The side-walks—and in some
cages even the streets themselves—in the Clive Street area,
and in many other parts of the city, had been transformed
into & veritable bazar by the numerous hawkers who had
established themselves there in defiance of municipal regula-
tions. The result was that pedestrian traffic was forced off
the pavements on to the streets which were already
overburdened by badly controlled trafic. The removal of
these hawkers, and of the street nuisance and litter in which
their activities resulted was an urgent necessity which called

" ‘for drastic sction. On several occasions they had been
dislodged only to rehirn in increasing numbers : sustained
vigilance was therefore uecessary on the part of the autho-
rised if this initial step towards the restoration of reasonable
* conditions for both vehicular and pedestrian trafic was to
be achieved.

(i¢) Parking:—The parking problem in the business ares
could not be permanently solved until o large car-park,
preferably in - Dalhousie “Square, wag provided, But the

. problem could bo greatly relieved by meagures which in the
Choamber's opinion could and-should be taken now.

%)

Recognised parking places (and alighting places) should
be laid down aud clearly demarcated. The use of these
parking places—which should be as numerous as possible
consistently with the volume of traffic in the particular street;
~—should be limited to private vehicles. Buses and lorries
used for transporting staff shoald be permitted only to deposit
and take up passengers, not to remain as at present through-
out the greater part of the day projecting far into the street
and thus seriously interfering with the channel left for
traffic; or alternatively should be required to put down and
take up passengers in Dalhousie Square and not allowed to
ply or.park in busy streets such as Clive Street and Clive
Row.

(ii6) Pedestrian Overbridges.—~Much of the congestion was
caused by the slowing down of fast-moving traffic to allow
pedestrians to cross—in particular at the four corners of
Dalhousie Square, the east end of Fairlie Place and the
west end of Royal Exch Place. It was d that
serious consideration should be given to the question of
pedestrian overbridges at such strategic points—especially
so in Dalhousie Square. Even at rush hours, the pedestrian
traffic there moved in both directions and the overbridges
should therefore be divided in the middle to ensure that each
way traffic kept to the left.

(iv)- Bullock and Hand-Cart Trafficc—One of the main
causes of congestion in Clive Street and the adjoining stroets
was slow-moving bullock and hand-carts. There should be
a complete prohibition of these forms of traffic between
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. bxcept in certain seleoted streets such as
Strand Road where access to the river ghats was necessary.

(v) Traffic Diversions: One-way Streets.—The. Chamber
commended the enterprise of &he Police in experimenting
with one-way traffic in Dalhousie Square and urged that
further experiments be made in adjoining, streets. As
subjects for experiment, the following were suggested :—

(a) Clive Ghat Street should be a one-way street east to
west and no traffic from north to south should be
allowed up Clive Street from Canning 'Street to the
junction of Clive Street with Clive Row.




()
_‘(b) Canning Street should bo a one-way street from west

to e.ust as far as Lower Chitpore Road, with
Harrison Road still one-way from east to west,

‘The Bengal Pra.nch of the Safety First Association of
India l}ud also, it was understood, placed before the police
suggost for the introduction of a system of diverting
b uu: traffic, to and from Clive Street to certain
. _express”routes suchas Mayo Road and Red Road. The
glhanslh:rtcor;mended experiments on these lines and trusted

e Dafety First Association pro 1 i
sty Posals would receive full

P . “ g :

. th(vt) ‘ U"-Turning—" U "-Turning should be prohibited
in eqlxve Street area. It was one of the many causes of
congestion - responsible for the slowing-up of traffic in both
directions.

most of the short term proposels put forward by the Chamber were

brought into effect.

One of the items discussed at o

Board hold in November was the queniar - 0 Trafic Advisory

. question of contruoti: i
overbridges at the north-west corner of Dnlhou:i:usérieped;im:n
. spite

the-previous, decision of the Bo: N

part of the Traffic Control ;::e:epr:::::ta:l“.l this project as
Sexztember 26th, it was rejduted at the meeti) g uno Pross on
mamlsf on the grounds of expense. It wag agre: :B und?r reference
overbridges and as an experimental measure, g, o ;hu Jn Place of
should be established on the north-west sido of peri OSSN
while ‘buses which now stop at the north-wegt alh(,m?le Square,
Sauare: should be made to stop by the ney dCI’OSsn]g of the
’E{ne Ohamber’s representative pointed out thatpe 1e
trian crossing might help to some extent, traffic w:

strian crossing.
though a pedes-
uld still be held

)
up While pedestrians were crossing the road, whereas the proposed
overbridges would keep the road clear of pedestrains altogether,
and since police supervision would be necessary at pedestrians’
cros:\;ings it might be more profitably employed in seeing that
pedestrians made use of overbridges.

One-Way Traffic in Dalhousie Square.—The views of the
Chamber were requested by the Commissioner of Police,
Calcutta, on a proposal to make Dalhousie Square a one-way
traffic route, except for trams, with traffic running in a clock-wise
direction.” This idea was experimented with in 1941 and was
believed to be successful ; it was discontinued owing to the severe
petrol rationing at tho time.

The Chamber was in favour of giving the proposal a further
trial. When one-way traffic was tried out in 1941, the Chamber
drew attention to several requirements which it was thought should
be met under the scheme. These were (a) that traffic proceeding
north along Council House Street should be permitted to proceed
direct north along the west side of Dalhousie Square; (b) that west-
bound traffic along Mangoe Lane should similarly be able to join
the- clockwise traffic along the south side of the Square; (c) that
west-bound traffic along the south side of the Square should not be
prevented from turning left into Council House Street and (d) that
traffic proceeding eastwards along Hare Street should not be
allowed to turn right into Council House Street. The Chamber
hoped that in re-introducing the one-way traffic system in Dal-
housie Square for further trial these points would be adequately
catered for. This has been done but further improvements are still
necessary to ensure the efficiency of the system.

. Thefts of Motor Vehicles in Calcutta and Howrah.—In
August the Chamber addressed the Commissioner of Police,
Calcutta, with certain i following id ion of the
steps which could be taken to reduce the risk of theft of motor
vehicles with particular reference to the business quarter of the
city were a number of thefts had recently occurred.

The Chamber stated that watch and arrangements on the part

of individual firms were being thened, and

had also been made, it was understood, between the Calcutta
A intion and the A bile A iation of Bengal

whoreby " the .latter. would post attendants from 9-30 a.m. to
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fv}al(:rz.n;i:xli:t a number of strategic points in the business ares
hero o Wh'rzparked. ’Ijhe Chamber said that any additional
paetanoe 1c- the Police could give in support of these
St agilmst car thefts would be much appreciated,
suggestions were also put forward which it was zhought.

might assist in tracing and ve; © Te-registration of
4 In preventing the re-registrati f

The Chamber’s sy
the Commissioner of
sets of statements co,
received from the Ca

gg‘estions had the wholehearted approval of
Polxqe to whom the Chamber passed on two
ncerning stolen motor vehicles and accessories
leutta Insurance Association,

respect to t| iy i
D © the use of headlights in Caleutta, under which the public

Were required to black-out th
. 3 b i
vehicles as from the 4th I‘Iuv:rn:::rhsilf of hendlight 81?5999 ot moter

Calcutta Corporation : Water Supply.

2;3. Calc'nbtu Corporation charge for water
th: grm S cars was a new regulation
uro) i i
e “501[‘1::;.:1 Group in the Corporation that, in terms of a C
Tony ooy thonladopted on the 27th March 1947, it roed to
; N )it wi
e o © 1st April the following charges for s l"_ o rered
) © Purpose of washing vehicles, "reiriag fltered

—As a member enquired
used for washing one of
the Chamber ascertained from

Mot
or Cars « Rs. 6. Der quarter

Lorries « Rs 12/~ g0 .
Rickshaws « Rs. 2. d
. 2/ o

ey

Corporation, Euc;’ :::i 0(i‘ht\mbex-'s Tepresen-

move ¢ as they t]

In reﬂlr: c:e Corporation ¢, deal eﬂscb:f hﬂught

: e Chamber was 1o ively with

in the Corporation were fully v.l?\:an 'etd :]:lﬂﬁ i
0.these dis-

tatives in the Calcutta
useful in order to
this nuisance.

European Group

o
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graceful and would to follow the matter up
vigorously on the floor of the House and through the appropriate
Standing Committees of the Corporation.

The “cleaner Calcutta” problem, the Chamber understands,
calls for special arrangements suitable to the different areas of the
city, for which it has not proved easy to find a solution. -

Projected New Town Levy on Wines Spirits and Beer.—A:
protest put up by the ‘Wine Spirits and Beer Association of India
to the Chief Executive Officer, Caleutta Corporation against a
proposal of the Corporation to levy a town duty on certain dutiable
artioles, including wines, spirits and beer imported into the city,
came before the Chamber Committee for consideration of the
Association's request that support be given to the claim that
foreign liguor was already taxed beyond the limits of equity and
the Corporation’s proposal should be withdrawn.

Having obtained the opinion of their Municipal Sub-Comumittee,
and after informal enquiries, the Chamber Committee wrote to the
Leader of the European Group in the Corporation saying they
wore inclined to agree with the view of the Wines, Spirits & Beor
Association and it was thought the Corporation should take full
advantage of the existing rates and taxes before it sought for fresh
sources of revenue such as this new and doubtfuk tax.

MISCELLANEOUS

" Central Peace Committee: Relief and Rehabilitation of
victims of communal riots in Calcutta.—Members are aware that
the late Mahatma Ghandi called the representatives of the different
Chambers of Commerce in Caleutta to an informal meeting at his
camp in Beliaghata on the 3lst August 1947 and suggested that
the business community should tontribute a crore of rupees towards
the cost of rohabilitation of the riot affected areas of the city.
Shortly afterwards, a Finance Sub-Committee of the Central Peace
Committee, over which the Mayor of Calcutta presides, was set up
under the Chairmanship of the Prime Minister of West Bengal,
and including representatives of the Chambers, to control the funds
raised from Mahatme Ghandi's appeal.

On the 24th September - the Chamber strongly appealed to the
heads of member firms for donations to the Fund on the basi sof

Y
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contributions of Rs. 5,000/- each already promised by the Chamber
Comnmittee firms to aid in the work of restoration.of the homes of
riot victims and, by replacement of equipment and tools, to rehabi-
litate them in their former livelihoods. . The question of financial
assistance in this work from Associations connected ‘with = the
Chamber wWas discussed informally at a meeting of representatives
of the Associations held in the Chamber offices on the 6th October,
resulting in arrangements by the Jute and Engineering interests of
the Chamber for ‘donations on a fixed scale and for such support
from other Associations, or their individual members, as they
decided. )

By the end of 1947 contributions from members and affiliated
Associations amounted to an appreciable sum. Since the first
disbursements of money by the Finance Sub-Committee of the
Central Peace Committes were made to riot affected people on
the 28th December 1947, the' Chamber has been in correspondence
with the Finance Committes with a view to ensuring that ade-
quate and reliable hinery was in ion for allot: and
flistrib\xtio‘n of the funds collected from members and Associations,
in accordance with the assurance to this effect given by the
Chamber at the time of the issue of the appeal. ) '

(3 } 1 Y .
S { : R dati on Oriental,
S uvofnc, Er‘alsl uropean and African Studies.—Through “the

bers of O

Charmber was drmwn fr one i of India the attention of the
hember 1 July to a letter from the Office of t igh
Commissioner for the United Kingdom - which e
the recommendations of the Scarb

discussed
e n orough Commission of Enquiry
on Oriental, Slavonic, Bast Buropean and African Studies 'qwith
particular reference to (1) the provision of training in the,U K.
for carcers in Hastern Europe, Asia and Africa ; and (2) arrange-
ments for the establishment of training centres abroad, i

Commenting on the various proposals of
Commission under these heads, the Chamber Oom:ll;;eesizgiizz‘;g—h
from the point or view of India and Pakistan and from their- own
ex| bhe sbeps e to impl appropriate training
of personnel taking appointments in the East and spoke of th
usefulness of the short™ course of instruction provi(‘fd b; .
London School of Oriental and African Studies, od by the

As regards the questibns of training ang

thy i
training centres abroad, the Chamber Committe © setting up of

© did not feel in 4

.
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position to give any definite opinion without further skilled advice
and proposed that a representative of the London Schools be deputed
to visit India with the object of reporting on the position after a
survey on the spot in consultation with Government and commer-
oial interests. The Chamber went om to mention the Indian
Langauge Classes held under the auspices of the Chamber for men
(and women) coming out to this country for the first time which,
it was stated, had met a real need and had been reasonably success-
ful in the experimental stages. As the need for language instruction
would undoubtedly continue while there were newcomers to-India
and Pakistan, the Chamber thought an expert survey was essential
in order to determine—

(a) the balance to be held between language -instruction
and related subjects ;

(b) methods of teaching—a matter which,” with limited
experience and resources, presented considerable
difficulty in the case of adults with a full day’s work
todoj;

(c) relations with the Universities here ;

(d) examination standards;

(e) the potential field for studentships and the provision
of . facilities for first-hand contact with India and
Pakistan on the part of teaching staff in London;

(f) finance.

A recent request to the Associated Chambers of Commerce from
the U. K. High Commissioner for a more detaited reporton the
position in regard to the numbers of students receiving or requiring
such instruction, is now under reply by this Chamber.

Chamber Language Classes.—The courses of language ins-
truction started under the auspices of the Chamber towards the end
of 1946 have been well supported and have shown increasingly satis-
factory results. A good percentage of passes was gained by
students taking the examinations in higher, lower and colloquial
Hindustani and lower Bengali in April and August, carried out by
the Inter Service Language Section of G.H.Q. India. Inthe August
examinations passes were 1007 for all subjects except lower
Hindustani, in which 75% of the entrants were successful. The
average of passes was meintained at & good level for the remaining
part of the year.

.‘-——;




(.8 )

Owing to the interruption in telegraphic and postal communi-
oations arising from the disturbed conditions in Northern Tndia
and Pakistan, the examination duo to be held in October 1947

arrange examination fucilities for Chamber students, the Chamber
provided, as a temporary measure n

Tibe: 1948. Long-term proposals fi
establishing a Chamber - Examj Board in P"'p" wi:}:
t::: Catutta University were receiving the Chamber’s attention

e}'x this report went to press. Meanwhile interim arrangements
continue for the periodical examination of students,

Trib itration : Instiruts
ot 1942‘“:“;5)0.f Arbitration : Institution Fees.~Towards the end

tution fees wag w
intentions :—

)
§) T:‘bl‘alr::,g ;:;:chthe 1ecessaxy improvement in the revenue of the
e, whish atd not recontly covered expenditurs and fo marrow
ebween the “Momber” apq “Non-Member” rates of

Tnstitution foo by makj
¥y making ¢
being thoso sliown in bm;‘acsh:e_m‘m"g ohargos, the provious rates

“Membern “ "
(@) Pieos-Goods er” cases, ‘Non-Member" cases.

®) Juto + Ba 60 (o) Rs. 80 (60)
(¢) Gunnies T o W 120 (140)
(@ Othor arbitrations ~ " aoif;)) 1 120 (140)
" » 120 (150 maxy

) To apply the revised “a 3
mber Tate of Instiput
. n Institution f,
; ?n]y ASSO_cinﬁnn Working in connegtion with th Chamior oo
¥Hielo 56(d)'of tho Artioles of Associagion. of the Cp, el? b
. © Chambor;
(i) To authoriso the Chamber, i .
I8 03505 of an upgyqyry g
;al:r:nt:re. £0 doterming that an Tustitytion for o (:“:‘w“' e atoe
SU7es, but sublect o » moximum of R, oy b ng . the above
T » shall bo payable to the

Copies of the resolution were distri
. istrih
Giroulax No. 3847 datod the 28th February :;:: fo mombers with
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Chamber Rules for Surveys : Scale of Fees—To conform with
the inerease in the rates of arbitration fees referred to above,
rovised scales of (1) rates of Chamber institution fees in survey
cases and (2) fees payable to surveyors for (a) cotton piecegoods
cases, (b) oilseeds, foodstuffs etc. and (c) oils in drums were
adopted by the Chamber Committee in September. Copies of the
resolution were distributed to members on the 24th September.

A of the Profession of A —As members
are aware, in 1939 the powers to grant  Auditors’ certificates
and maintain the requisite standard of professional qualifica-
tions, required under Section 144 of the Indian Companies Act,
wore vested in the Governor-General-in-Council assisted by an
Indian Accountancy Board. The Chamber, after consulting the
Society of Chartered Accountants in India on the advice of its
Finance Sub-Committee, expressed to the Government of India
in July, and afterwards to the West Bengal Government, its whole-
hearted approval of a draft scheme of the Government of India
to bring into being an Aut A iation of A
a Board consisting of 13 registered accountants and twelye
nominated members—whose function would be the assumption of
the éxisting responsibilities of Govermment in regard to :

() the maintenance of o Register of Accountants entitled
to apply for Auditors’ Certiﬂcs,tes_ H

(b) the fixation of qualifications for enrolment on the
" Register and the fees therefor ;

examination of candidates for enrolment and pres-
cription of the fees paid to examiners ;

(e

(d) collection of fees from kegiseerad Accountants and

examinees;

(¢) restoration to the Register of Accountants under Rule
16 of the Auditors’ Certificate Rules;

() -establishment, if necessary, and settling the constitution

and procedure of local Accountancy Boardsto advise
the Board on matters referred to them.

. As a -constituent of the Associated Chambers of Commleree of
India, the Chamber voted in favour of the nomination of Sir B.J.
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Whitby of Bombay to the Expert Committee appointed by Govern-
megt 'f()lj the . purpose of making recommendations regarding the
Association of Accountants, but up to date nothing more has been

ittee. The Associated Chambers, the Chamber is informed, wrote
t6 Government last October for enlightenment on the position,

Payment of bills -through Collecting Sircars.—The Chamber
uddresseq members in the early part of the year asking for their
co-operation \yith any requests made to them for payment of bills
by crossed cheque sent by post or by peon, in place of the
mglshod of collection or settlement of bills through collecting sircars,
andered largely unworkable by the disturbed conditions then‘
prfavalent in Caleuttta. It was not thought opportune to raise
this as a general issue at that stage ; though members will recall
ghat en investigation into the possibility of abolishing the sircar
f:oll.ecbmg system in favour of Payments by crossed cheque was
u.xsmut?d by the Chamber in 1941 and 1949, In view of the
difficulties to be overcome, the idea, while receiving considerable

support, could not then be r ion i
PO ecommended for adoption in all

G Indian Red Cross Appeal.—In response to g request of the late
onemor of Bengal, Sir Frederick Burrows, the President in
Iu\:igi::t ;ga;n (\;ppe&l;d for the continued support of members to the
od Cross. Society on which rested at the ¢ i

T . e time ¢ g
tional burden of relief of distress caused by the Chittagom:g gzo;:dl

Members were asked to ge i

nd their donations to the O isi
5Se(;sreha.ry, Bengal Provincial Branch, Indian Red Cios:?:"m:g
1l ,Qoyernment Place North, Caloutts. The r very
ety °sponse was very

Transit visas for Iraq.—
Chamber in April that, wh
visf. by the Govérnment of Bengul,p::v;::xsliei‘;elu fhe neées?al'y
thét only Indian, British and Allied officialy oo, poen nofified
would be issued with transit visas, and that all of‘l;ﬂceedlng on duty
need to apply to the Iraqi Consulates at Bombay Bl‘ﬂpersons Yvould
the meantime the Iraqi Consulate at Karachi ;“d Karachi. In
meaning ‘that valuable time was taken up in stnd:xl:sed dow:,

g -passports

heard regarding progress made in the establishment of that Comm--
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to Bombay where the Consulate insisted that passengers should
have certificates for inoculation against plague or typhoid fever
as well as the vaccination certificate normally required, before
the issue of the visa.

The Chamber’s repr tion of these di lties to the Home
Department of the Government of Bengal had a satisfactory out-
come, in that transit visas for Iraq were issued from the Passport
Office, Calcutta under Government’s orders from the 10th June.

Advanced Studies Abroad for Selected Students : Govern-
ment Scheme.—The Government of India have a scheme for the
provision of overseas scholarships to universities in the United
Kingdom and the United States for selected young men and
women, Originally the object of the scheme was to provide
special training courses for personnel to be employed in the
various G post-war devel plans. Full details of
this scheme can be obtained from the Department of Education
brochure entitled “Information for Students desiring to proceed
Overseas for Advanced Studies in 1947/48” available from the
‘Manager of Publication, Delhi, at a cost of 8 as.

_In April the Government of India were considering the
extension of the scheme to meet the demand from industry and
commerce for specialists who had received advanced education and
training abroad, and through a questionnaire, which was issued
to all members by the Chamber, obtained from firms who were
interested, details of the number of trainees they would require and
the tri d ional insti and specialist courses
which would be selected. Government were prepared to meet
507, of the cost of training.

* Resettl and Empl t of Ex-service Personnel:
Apprenticeship Scheme.—In the report for 1948 reference was
made to the co-operation of the Chamber with ifhe Regional
Directorate of Re-settlement and Employment through representa-
tion on the Employment Advisory Committee and by commendin
to members the registration of a certain percentage of vacancies
in their establishments with local Employment Exchanges.

Contact with the Directorate of West Bengal and Assam was
renewed this year at a meeting of the Regional Director with

o
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ropresentatives of the Industrial Affairs Sub-Committee of the
Chamber, held on the 26th November for the purpose of discussion
on the Government of Indiu's scheme for the training and employ-
ment of ex-service men 'and women.

A point of special interest bo the Chamber’s representatives
ab this meeting was the facilities now offered to ox-service personnel
for training under an apprenticeship- scheme lately introduced
by Government with a view to qualifying such men for employment
in the engineering, building and other trades, Whilst undergoing
training in factories in a presidency town, Government, it is under.
stood, pays a subsistence allowance to trainees of Rs. 38/- p.m.
and Rs. 35/- p.m. in the case of trainees in factories situated in

- outlying areas. N : '

As agreed ai the me‘eting, particulars of the aims of the Re-
settlement aud Employment Directorate and of Government's
scheme were passed on to Industrial Associations affiliated to
the Chamber for such action as they thought necessary.

Sub-Regional Emnpl. Exch B. 1

ge, pore : Employ-
ment Advisory Committee.—Mr. (, B. Miller, Manager, Empiro
Jute Mills, was nominated to represent the Chamber on the Employ-
ment Advisory Committee attached to the Sub-Regional Employ-
ment Exchange, Barrackpore.

Regional Di of Re-sett] and Emplo :
Women's Employment Advisory Committee.—Mrs. C. M. Taylor
Honorary Provincial Secretary of the Women’s  Voluntary
Services, Bqnggl, Was nominated by the Chamber to serve on the
Women’s Employment, Advisory Committee,

. F. A Q. Specifications of Fogg
once from the \Govw_nment of India, Ministry of Food, concerning
amended F. A. Q. specifications of wheat, barlay, ‘gram, jowar, bajra
and maize, the ‘Chamber, after consulting the Calcutta Grain
Oilseed & Rice Association and othey affected interests, stated

v ossible in the time given for opinions
sed e::heduls of tolerances and allowan-
d with the existing
wolerances, particularly
nd shrivelleg grains, would be
bove objoction, the Chamber

In reply to a refer-

it appeared that the propo:
©es were i d-and o
ones. A less involved method of fixing l‘cgle
in the rates for ‘slightly damaged a;
more acodptable. Subject to the &
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was inolined to think the proposals were not altogether unreason-
able, since it was realised that to’conform with present conditions
Government felt obliged to standardise as a safeguarding measure,
Government was however reminded that hitherto F. A. Q. was
universally deemed by the custom of the trade to be available af
the time of supply and seasonal conditions partly determined this
factor 5 thus the F. A. Q. of later orops was still to be decided.

Settl. of G Cont ’ Claims.—At the
end of 1946 tho views of constituent Chambers wore invited by
the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India on a complaint
emanating from the Northern India” Chamber against the procedure
for settlement of contractors’ claims in respect of supplies which
had been rejected, after: delivery on Government orders during the
war. It was alleged that arbitration proceedings in such cases
were heavily weighted in favour of Government and conducted
without regard to the convenience of, or cost to the claiments,
who also found themselves ata disadvantage because of the under-
selling of surplus goods of the same class lying in Government
store depots.

Judging from the experience of members, the Bengal Chamber
agreed that the position ought to be represented to Government ;
but there was no supporting evidence from the remaining. Chambers
and - the Associated Chambers thought it advisable to lot the
matter drop. * ) .

Non-Official E ion of E British Subji in
India.—The A iated Chambers of Ct of India invited
the co-operation of the Chamber in preparing a preliminary register
of persons of Ruropean British nationality, including European
British Commonwealth subjects but oxcluding British members
of the Armed Forces and their families and Anglo-Indians, for the
U. K. High Commissioner in India.

Forms for return by the 31st May were issued to all members
covering all staff concerned, with wives and families, in Bengal,
Assam, and the Eastern States Agency. The returns were compiled
and forwarded to the Associated Chambers.

British Industries Fair and Indian Industries Exhibition in
London.—Papers received from the Government of. India in
ion with the arr ts for participation in theabove
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Exhibitions, held in London in May and June 1947, were circulated
to members in February. The Indian Industries Exhibition wag
Tun more or less concurrently with the British Industries Fair
in which Tndia also took part in the"industrial and commercial
section,

Indian Standard Time : Office Hours.—With the change from
Bengal time to Indian Standard time which the Government of
West Bengal brought into effect from the 31st August, the Chamber,
having in view the need for o rapid revision of transport timings,
asked members to give an indication of their intended office hours,
keeping in mind that a certain amount of “staggering” was
desirable and that on the shortest day in the year it would be dark

_ by 5-15 pam.

From the replies received to this circular the Chamber compiled
a list of week-day and Saturdey office hours together with the
number of employees in 201 business houses in Caleutta; which
clearly showed that, so far as arrivals and departures from officos
were concerned, the peak hours for transport were between
9-30—10 a.m. and 4-30—s5 P.m on week-days,

The analysis wag passed on to the Railways and the Calcutta
Tramways Co., for their guidance.

. Transport for business women.—As was recorded in the 1946
Chember Report, the Chamber last year Aeonsulted members on a
proposal- that arrangements be made for a private morning and
evening, and possibly lunch hour bug service, exclusively for the
use of ladies employed in the business area. In view of the
substantial support given to the scheme by business houses in
Caloutta the Chamber entered into preliminary negotiations with

. several t; i whether they could

» Pprincipally because of
Port companieg
importing motor vehicles of 5 Suitable type,

Government Contract Terms : Forward Deliveries,—A member
brought to the Chamber's notice the Provisions contained in Govern-
ment contracts relating to the suppl. ;

a Y of m
delivery. atorials for forward
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The main purpose of these provisions was to cover sellers and
buyers against the fluctuations in prices which Were inseparable
from the supply of machinery and other similar materials in the
present trading conditions. This was an essential safeguard ; but
it was considered by the Chamber that the provisions of the Con-
tract Form weakened, to a serious extent, the protection given to
sellers. In particular, the attention of Government was invited to
the provisions of Clause 2 of the Contract which stated that altera-
tions of 5% or below in respect of sterling f. 0. b. prices should be
ignored by either side. The Chamber saw little justification for this
restriction. There was no accounting reason for making such a
proviso, since the system of provisional payment with final adjust-
ment made it possible for variations in price,; however small, to be
covered. ~Apart from this it seemed probable that the movement
of prices over a considerable period of time would continue to be
upward and the effect of this clause in practice was consequently
to safeguard Government against rising prices while providing
private liers with a th ical 17 which they would
be unlikely to require. The Chamber was therefore of the opinion
that Clause 2 should be withdrawn and that payment should be
governed by the provisions of Clause 1.

The Chamber considered for similar reasons that Clause 4 was
unsatisfactory. The effect of its provisions was to withdraw. any
safeguard that sellers of small lots might otherwise have against
rising prices and it was felt that this was entirely unreasonable.
The Chamber, therefore, strongly urged that Clause 4 of the Con-.
tract should likewise be withdrawn and that the selier should
obtain the protection of Clause | for variations in prices however
small.

On the issue raised by the Chamber—protection of buyers
and sellers against fluctuati in price—G t wrote in
November to the effect that as a result of discussions held bebwoen
representatives of the Department of Industries and Supplies and
important commereial concerns, on the 27th' and 28th May, the
price variation clause in question had been revised and two clauses
adopted, one to be incorpérnted in contracts for all imported stores
other than machine tools and the other to be incorporated in con-
tracts for imported machine tools. The redrafted clause quotgd by,
Government read as follows i— :

“Tenderers who cannot quote a firm price, will, while submitting
their offer, indicate the F. O. B. price included in their

1
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rate quoted. If there is either a decrease or increase in
the F. 0. B. price the successful tenderer will produce
the invoicé together with documents on which the original
rate was based for necessary check. The adjustment wil)
be allowed on the F. O. B. cost and Customs duty and
not on other elements. Government reserve the right to
have variation in the F. O. B, price checked cither by
D. G. 1sd, Blackpool or I. 8. M. Washington, or by
velative Trade Associations in U. KlU. 8. 4. or any
other authority acceptable to D. G. tsdor 1. 8. M. and
certified by them.

“If the change in F. 0. B, price involves a difference in the
Gustoms Duty paid, the difference as worked out on the
change in F.0.B.price, will be added to or deducted
from the rate quoted.”

The Chamber referred this amendment to the affected indus-
trial and commercial interests who thought the matter need not
be reopened, since the new clause had been acoepted by a large
number of firms and it would' be difficult to reach agreement on
a formula sujtable to every case. Asregards the certification of
invoices, the Chamber learned that an enquiry was to be made by
& member of the Calcutta Import Trade Association as to whether
the D. G. Blackpool was agreeable to this new procedure.

Import Trade Control.—’l‘ha position arising from the Govern-

Assopiation in reaching a decision as to whether, in view of the
undoubted need to conserve India’s foreign exchange resources,
there was any justification for the Chamber to recommend
modification of the limitations placed on imports under the new
arrangement. .

In accordance with the advic
Association, the Chamber Committe:—o\i}t;];evgilcuna Lrport Trede
with the wider aspect of Government
from pressing for a review of the curr
until o later date when the new (o
time’ to settle- down. In view,
importers in getting licences Tevail

® mainly concerned
$ Policy—deoided to refrain
ent import licensing: system
Vernments would have had
however, of the difculties of
dated owing to Pressure of work

el

on the administration at New Delhi, and in effécting shipments
in the time available, the Chamber moved the Associated Chambers
of Commerce to urge strongly on Government an extension of
the period given for the revalidation of import licences from
September 30th to November 30th. Later, in a notification of
the Government of India dated September 1st, all licences
revalidated up to September 30th.1947 and new licences valid
up to that date for goods ordered within the terms of Open General
Licence Nos. VII and VIII were extended to December 31st, 1947.
A revised procedure for obtaining import licences in respect to the
shipping period for the first six months of 1948 was notified on
the 12th December. :

From the start, however, there was ovidence that the new
licensing system was proving a source of increasing worry to
trade and industry in all parts of the country and towards the
end of the year the Chamber had reason to believe that it was
unworkable, despite modifications notified by Government from
time to time. Apart from such questions as the doubtful usefulness
of the system for maintaining the balance between payments and
trade and the loss of the confidence of manfacturers and exporters
abroad because of delays and difficulties in obtaining import
licences in India and their effective utilisation within the period
of validity, heavy congestion at the ports of goods for which
licences were not available was causing chaotic conditions, with
corresponding effects on tranport and distribution throughout
India.

At the 1947 Annual General Meeting of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of India held in December, the following
resolution was sponsored by the Chamber in consultation with
the ‘Calcutta Import Trade Association. It was seconded by the
Madras Chamber and carried unanimously.

“This Association draws the urgent atterition of Governmont to the neod
for a comprehensive review of tho present import licencing system and urges
that Goy i i convene a round-tabl of
tives of Government, Commerco and Industry to disguss the matter and to set
upa Standing Panol or Committee of busi to col with Govern-
ment in evolving and oporating an improved system"”, .

While awaiting Government’s reaction to the proposals put
forward by the Associated Chambers, the Chamber in a letter to the
Commerce Ministry pressed for.some alleviation of the hardships




C o)

suffered by industries and firms interested in the import of
essential plant, electrical equipment and. component parts from .,
the sterling area, which could seldom be manufactured and shipped *
within the usual six months shipping period for which import
licences were revalidated. The result was that in the absence of
a guarantee that licences in India would be revalidated automatical.
1y or on application, i and s could not take the
responsibility of placing or accepting orders for goods which might
eventually be shut out altogether, particularly in the case of goods
of special or expensive manufacture, saleable only in India. In
the interests of the industri 1 and agri 1 devel of the
Dominion as a whole, as well as the individual firm or consumer,
the Chamber pressed Government to remedy this position as soon
as possible. It wag suggested that while foreign currency had

& certain amount of available funds for payment in respect of
urgently wanted goods which could be shipped from the U. K., for
instance, in the normal shipping period. If this were doue, the
Chamber believed import licences could be issued for longer
periods in special instances, or granted with an assurance that
no difficulties woulq be placed in the way . of extensions or

revalidation in the case of reliable applicants who have genuine
Teasons for the request,

These and many other detailed

points connected with import
trade controls are stil

11 engaging attention,

Hospital and Nursing Home Benefits Scheme.— b
s O & 8 Scheme.—~In September

ommittee had before them the Hospital and Nursin,
Home Benefits Sch o on on

- eme drawn up by the European Association on
the lines of the one which has been in o

vears past. The scheme and the draft
ich they th, N :
draft rules, ought desirable in the

Marriage of H. R. H. The pyiq izabeth.—0n
occasion of the marriage of H, R.H. T:: slzrinli{::: l;rjti;‘;be(:: wtit:
the Duke of Edinburgh on the 20th November, tho O, ber
sent a good wishes and Breetingg telegram to Buc‘kl oh All:llac@
which was acknowledged through the Govemor-(}ex'ler:.,lz o;r}lndiﬁ
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Civilian Passages : India to U. K.—In the year under review
the Chamber, in collaboration with the Ass{ocmted Chambers of
Commerce of India, continued by means of 1,1forma1 corr.esponrl-
ence with the officials concerned to keep in touch with the
position as regards the provision of sea and air passages for non-
official and business personnel travelling to o.r.ui from the U.'K.
Every effort was made to gain official recognition of the require-
ments of such persons during the summer months and to ensure
that plans for the regulation of sea passages were well nrgani.sed
and in the hands of staff adequate to deal promptly with applica-
tions for registration of accommodation on outward bound ships.

Instructions regarding the i i procedure d
by the Government of India in August were issued to members in
the same month.

MEMBERSHIP

The following have been provisionally elected to membership
subject to confirmation at thq next Annual General Moeeting :—

CHAMBER MEMBERS

Alkali & Chemical Corporation of India, Ld.

Associated Instrument Manufacturers (India) Ld.
G. Atherton & Co., Ld.
Babcock & Wilcox of India Ltd.

Birkmyre Bros, Ltd.

‘e ot o W

British Tabulating Machine Co., Ld.
Carritt Moran & Co., Ld.

Columbia Gramophone Co., of India Ld.

© » =

‘W. 8. Cresswell & Co., Ld.

10. A. W. Figgis & Co., Ld.

11 The Indian Cable Co. Ld.

12. Jardine, Henderson Ld.

13. Kaye Marden & Co., (Eastern) Ld.
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(94 FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.

Chamber.—The reduction in the Capital of the Chamber in 1947

.. Mi o Ld. )
14... Mirloos Watson Co., L amounts to Rs. 1,63,479-6-5.

#. Kibura & Oo. 1 Bengal Chamber of Commerce Deficit ... Rs. 140209 9 5
i 16, Phipson & Co., Ld. 8 Rdyal Exchange Deficit ey 23,269 13 0
IR X Powe_‘r Gas Corporation Ld. Deduction ... Rs. 163479 6 5
B N . 3 - The corresponding figures for 1946 were 1 —
15. “Queensland Insurance Co., Ld. I Bengal Chamber of Commerco Surplus ... Rs. 58655 14 3
19. Harold F. Ritchie (India) Ld. Royal Exchange Deficit weow 194 406
20. “A. J. Shellim & Co., Ld. Addition ... Rs, 41,711 9 8
21, J. Thomas & Co., Ld. . The Income and Expenditure for 1946 and 1947 are as follows :—
. Income :— 1946 1947
22. J. Thomas & Co., (Jute & Gunnies) Ld. ﬁeml}:]erscSubsc‘:lphons .« Rs. 1,14200  1,20,900
3 onthly Contributions » 568107 - 581,995
23. Weddell (India), Ld. érblt;amon Ffe&s » 36,506 6,470
. ertificates of Origin N 10,136 17,220
24, James Wright Ld. Interest and Rent received less paid for
taxes, repairs and electric charges ... " 679
;ﬁnke Csrtlﬁcat? lgees - B » 30 90
rofit on sale of Royal Exchange Res- .
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. taurant Equipment » 4,171
Profit on sale of Motor Car - e 3,400
‘Messrs. Air France . . { Profit on revaluation of Investments ... ,, 5,696
»  Firestone Tyre & Rubber Co., of India, Ld. Rs. 7,309,525  8,20,075
” Freedom-Valvoline Oil Co. Eaxpenditure :—
) Establishment 1946 1947
» - Great American Insurance Co., Ld, (u) Current ... Rs. 392,449 497,834
: . (b) Dearness Allowance ... . 92,579 1,81,230
».  National Cash Register Co, (c) Pensions . " 25,370 26,060
. . Printing and Stationery .. " 12,632 18,205
" Nestle’s Products (India), Ld. Taxes, repairs and electric charges less
received for Interest and Rent .o 2685 gi,zg?z
Depreciation » 3 3
. The number of members of the Uhamber on the 31st December Ot];‘l)e:clAc:;ount Heads (See Tncome
1947 w;s Chamber dL 280, A 1 28. - The Expecndlhxm Account) " 693323 slié.,gig
total has since inoreased to 310, its maximum allowed under the Legal Charges " !
i iabi Prices Current » 365 749
-prosent Axticles of Association, Contribution to Provident Fund »sLET 37,900
R for Income-t: on Chamber
Rovons e . 3961 36000
. Running expenses of Staff Grumshop " 6,050 5,035
Loss on revaluation of Investments PO . 2,991
. » 685869 9,60,285
Surplus e o 3,656
Deficit o

Rs. " 7,39,525
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Royal Exchange.—The deficit for 1947 is Rs. 23,269-13-0 against
the deficit’of Rs. 11,944-4-6 for 1946.

Income :— . 1986 1947,

" Subsoriptions ... Rs. 26,237 26,450
Sale of Telephone Ticket Books - 355 300

Re 3w BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Expenditure :—
Rent » 12000 12,000
Contribution to Chamber » 6,000 6,000 —
Establishment o 13992 24088
-Books and Newspapers " 1,536 1,756 ¢
Sundries . 5008 616 I
2 8
. . 38536 50,09 i
Deficit ~ - W 11944 23970 -
o Rs. 26,592 26,750
D, 0. Patmpatan, H. D. CUMBERBATOH, Secretarial Department—General.

Secretary. President.,

(1) Balance Sheet as at 81st December 1947.

(2) Revenue Account for the year ended 31st December
1947,
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF
(SECRETARIAL
Incorporated as a company under section 26

BALANCE SHEET as

OAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. Rs. As. P, Rs. As,

Capital Account—

Balance at 1st January 1947 6,04,379 11 8
Less—Deficit from Income and Expenditure

Account . 1,40209 9 5
4,64170 2 3
23,269 13 0

Less—Royal Exchange Defict
— 440,900 5 3

Loan—Unsooured—

Imperial Bank of India—

Over-draft on Current Account o 1,23553 5 2

Liabilities—

For Expenses —

Law Charges 13416 0 0
Establishment 575715 0
Motor Car Expensos 50 6 0
Potty Oharges 1817 3 0
Charges General 435210 0
Printing 520 0
Stationery 610713 0
Provident Fund Contribution 3390 1 0
Sundry Subscriptions w1800 0 0
Food-stuffs (recoverable) 667411 0
Audit Fee w120 0 0
Current Ropairs w1638 5 0
Eleotrio Fans, Lights, Lifts eto, w1514 o
Commerciai Education Prizes 50 0 0
Telophono Charges 34 5 0
Modical Exponses 2 § o
Sundries 1397 7 ¢
————— 5165 3 6
) Carried over R 616,002 12 11
_—

(99 )
COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
DEPARTMENT)
of the Indian Companies Act 1882,

at 31st December 1947,

™

PROPERTY AND ASSETS,

Land No. 2, Clive Streot, at cost
Royal Exchange Building at cost B
Less—Dopreciation to date .

Purniture and Fittings at cost to 3L.12-46
Additions during the year at cost

Loss—Depreciation to date

Library and Pictures at cost
wss—Depreciation to date

Standard Weights, Moasures and Test Appliances
at cost

Less—Dopreciation to date

Installation of Electric and Sanitary Works at cost ...
Less—Dopreciation to date

Air Conditioning Plant at cost
Additions during the year at cost

Loss—Depreciation to dato

Motor Car and Van at cost to 31-12-46 e
Additions during the year at cost -
Add Profit on Salo .
Loss—Deprociation to 31-12-47 Rs, 13,352 5 3

Sule Proceeds » 0 0 0

Dobts duo to Ghambor (unsecured)—
Considered Good B
Due by Royal Exchango Contribution, Rent and
xponses

Carrled over Rs. ...

D40 15

Rs. As. P.

6,02,166 12 9
449,432 10 3

1617711 2

7,240 11 0
133418 6 2
133318 6 2

42820 1 5

2137 8 0
15036 5 0
30,193 13 0
2652 2 1
5000 0 0
49818 5 3
54818 5 3
3400 0 0

818 5 3

16852 5 3

88,406 15 9
16,909 15 0

620271 4 2.

g
Rs. As. P, '2!
311912 8 0 i

oif
152734 2 6 m :

G

100 0 0

100 0 0

100 0 -0

100 0 o

17,541 10 11

41,366 0 0

1,05316 14 9
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BENGAL CHAMBER of

SECRETARIAL
Incorporated as a Company under section 25

BALANCE SHEET qs

Provision for Taxation
Section

Other Financo—

Deposits for Arbitration oases
Income Tax Deductions afo Staff
Deposit for Food-stuffs Supply
Royal Exchangs Defioit

Broughtforward Rs. .. ..

Less—Advance Payment of Tax under
18A

. TOTAL Rs,

Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P,
6,16,092 12 11
. 68,278 13 0

N 50,720 0 0
—_— 17,558 13 0

2,53,085 14 0
T 15845 5 0
6686 0 0

0

23,269 13
————— 2,98,887 0 0

952,55 911

L

( doi

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

DEPARTMENT).
of the Indian Companies Act 1882.

at 31st December 1947.

Brought forward Rs.

" Advances

Rs. As. P, Rs. As. P.
- 629271 4 2
. 38521 9 o

Investments in Government Securities at Market
valuation
Rs. 63,600/~ 3% Loan 1963/65 @ Rs. 102/-% 6;,372 00
n 55,100]- 3% Loan 1951/54 @ Rs. 102/12[-% ... 56,615 4 0
n 88,000/- 4% Loan 1960/70 @ Rs. 113/12/-% . 91,000 0 0
———— 2,12487 4 0
Interest Acorued on Investments . 1,587 15 0
Cash and other Balances —
Unused Stamps in hand - 1018 6 9
Cash in hand " 49,652 3 0
— 50,670 9 9
ToTAL Rs. .. .. . 9,32,538 9 11
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BENGAL CHAMBER oF

(SEORETARIAL
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the

EXPENDITURE.
To Establishment ~ (a) Salaries

(b) Dearness Allowance

» Municipal Taxes

w Ctirrent Ropairs

» Eleotric Fans, Lights, Lifts and Pumps including
» :

cost of ourrent and up-kee;

Less—Received for the use of Lights & Fans

» Depreciation on Buildings

" do, on Air Conditioning Plant
" do. on Furniture and Fittings
» do. on Motor Cars

n Fire Insurance

» Contribution fo Provident Fund
» Printing Reports

» Printing, Goneral

Less—Sundry Roocipts

w Charges General

» Petty Charges

w Stamps

n Telegram

» Book-Binding

w Govt, Gazettes oto,
» Audit Feo

w do.  ro:lncome Tax Assossmont

» Stationery

Carried over Rupoes

Rs. As P,
523,893 14 0
o 1,81230 2 0

.- 25,683 14 0
B 3693 5 0
—_—

- 15054 2 8
e 3919 6 0
- 724011 0
. 8452 5 3

1,159 7 3
- 46215 0

Rs. As. P,

705,124 0 o
12,338 15 0
17,042 10 0

21,990 9 0

34,666 8 11
1,850 0 0
37,089 8 0

753 2 0

10,69 8 3
33,986 11 0
16,465 13 6
2,184 3 6
80213 6
636 40
17413 0

4,950 0 0
675 3 9

“o0b407 9 5

(108 )
COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
DEPARTMENT)

year ended 31st December, 1947,

INCOME.
By Members' Subscriptions

w Contributions from the Associations and other
organisations rocognised by the

Chember

» do, Lioensed Moasurers Dept. -

" do, Royal Exchange -

w  do. Indian Ton Market Expension

oard

" do. Indian Ten Licensing Committoe ...
»  do Caloutta Linors Gonforenco

w Arbitration Fees
w Fees for Certificates of Origin B
n Fees for Strike Qertifiontes B

 Interest on Investments and other sources
w Profit on sale of a Motor Car
» Rent of No. 2 Clive Stroot—

Royal Exchango N

Licensed Moasurers Dopartment

Blacker & Co,
» Indian Jute Mills Association

Alo. Priority Assistance Advisory Panel 1,500/~

Afe. Coal Dump 900]-
Afo. Requisition Dopartment 1,350/
Ale. Industrial Pool 1,350)-

w Deficit for the year carried to capital nccount ...

Carried over Rupoes ...

Rs. As. P. Rs. As, P,
e 1,20,900 0 o

467,994 15 0
30,000 0 0
6000 0 0
30,000 0 ©
30,000 0 0
18,000 0 0

————— 58199415 0

. 96,470 0 0

17,22 0 0

90 00

7413 5 0

3400 0 0
12,000 0 0
11,100 0 0
3,000 0 0

___5'166 0! 31,200 0 0

an 1,40,209 9 5

9,98,807 13 §




Es e
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BENGAL CHAMBER Op

(SEORETARIAL
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 4 CCOUNT for the

EXPENDITURE—(Contd.) Rs.

As. P, Rs. Asp,
Brought forward ... 908407 9 5
To Telophone Charges 267 7 0
» Publioations 14114 6
» Commercial Education Prizes 25 0 0
» Medioal Expenses 352110 0
w Logal Charges . . 15,046 0 0
» Sundry Subscriptions
(a) Associated Chambers of Commerco 1,800 0 0
(b) Indian Institute of Art in Industry 20 0 0
() Instituto of Porsonnel Management 1400
(d) Federation of Chambor of Commerce .., 210
() Indian Statistical Instituto 20 0 0
—_——— 2126 10
» ‘Provision for Taxation 36,006 5 0
» Running Exponses of Staff Grain Shop 503414 0
» Passages 16,59 6 0
w Prices Current 749 3 0
» Motor Car Expensos 3,305 26
» Motor Car Insurance 1074 4 0
w Loss on revaluation of Securities 2991 1 0
3 TOTALRs, ... . 098897 13 5

AUDITORS REPORT T0 MEMBERS,

We bog to report that wo have audit
Bengal Ohamber of Commorco,
and Tncomo and Exponditure Account for
obtained all tho information and expl,
such Balance Shoet, is properly drawn y

We have
auired and in our opinion
ibit a truo and correct view
he bost of our information
oY £ho books of tho Departmont.
Accounts of Licensed Measures' Departmont nor of the 32‘2"42';“%3 s.:’o:ﬁxclude e

LOVELOCK ¢& LEWES,

Chartered Accountants, § Auditors.
Bevistered dccountants, § "

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
DEPARTMENT)

year ended $1st December, 1947,

(

105 )

INCOME- (Contd.)

Rs.

Brought forward ...

As. P, Rs,

TOTAL RS. ...
W. A. BELL
L. P % BO'{{ISiNE
ident. AJ.E
H. D. (UMBERBATCH, Presiden & EEASIN
A P. BENTHALL, C. W. M1
ice-, {0 E. A. PATERSON
Vice-President. & pATansol

D.C. FAIRBAIRN,
Secretary.

As. P,
998,897 13 5

9,98,897 13 5

Mombers of the
Committee,

=
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SUNDRY REFERENCES
Advisory Committee on Secondary and Higher Education, West
Bengal Government.
Anglo-Dutch Frustrated Cargo Committee Claims,
Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947,
Bengal Factories Rules, 1940.‘Amendment of the.
Bengal Industrial Tribunal,
Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Act, 1941,
Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1947,
Bruséels International Industries Fair,
Business in Pakistan,
Caloutta Terminal Facilitias Gommitbon, 1947,
Censdian National Exhibition, Toronto.
Capital Goods Registration Scheme ; Import of Capital Goods.
Coal Charter Partieg + Caleulation of lay-days at Calcutta.

The Coal Mines Labour Welfare Fund Bill, 1947 : Recommenda-
tion of the Advisory Board,

Colleotion of employment and unemployment statistios in esta-
blishments other than factories,

Collective fines : Ordinance No, 42, -
Control of Capita] Issues.
Damodar Valley Scheme.

. Do-requisitioning of premises : Town planning Committee and

Standing Quartering Board.
Detention of boats alongside ships or at Mills,
Detention of labour in the docks as the result of Curfew Orders.
Disposals Enquiry Committae,,
Dock Workers (Regulation of Employment) Bill, 1947,

Double Income Tax Relief : Timg limi
" s : mit i img—
Admissibility of Provineia] C!Ia.imsl for making _olaim

{107 )
Drugs Control Order, 1945 : Bengal Drugs Control Continuancé

Bill.

East Indian Railway : Direct recruitment of staff in skilled
categories,

Excess Profits Tax : Disallowance of Commission and Bonuses.
Export quotas for Jute Goods.

Export of tea to the Maritime States of Kathiawar & Cutch.
The Factories (Amendment) Act, 1945 : Holidays with Pay.
Financial Agreement botween Indid and Pakistan.
Foodgrains Policy.Committee.

Food supplies for Industrial Labour.

Fuel Crisis in the U.K. Effect on overseas trade.
Government Interferences in Export Trade.

Government of India’s Labour Policy.

Grievances of Tally Clerks.

Inei tors for Ind ial Establish

Income Tax : Advances under Section 18A.

Income Tax and Super Tax : Taxation of earned and unearned
Income. .

Indian Institute of Art in Industry,

Indian Mines (Amencment) Act; 1946.
Indian Railways Enquiry Committee, 1947
Indian Standard Institution.

India’s Sterling Balances..

Industrial Dispute : C
Board of Conciliation.

of Panels of Adjudi and

Insurance for Imports into India from Iran & Argentina.

Tzmir Fair.
Lebour Advisory Board of the Government of Bengal.
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Lead imports from Australia.
Lidhiiib§ for boating charges.
Machine Tools Exhibition, Chicago, September 1947,

Manual Workers : Supply of Supplementary rations during -
Strike.

Marking of consignments tendered for despatch by Rail.
Military Accounts Department : Absorption of surplus staff,
Mineral Polioy of the Government of Tndia.

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act,

1947 : Bengal Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1940—Amendments,

Overseas visitors to London : Honorary Me‘mbarship of the i
London Chamber of Commerce, :

Pakistan Duty on Raw Jute,
Pekistan Tncome Tax. REPORT
Payment of Wages Act, 1936 ; Wrongful dismissal.

Release of Wagons»booked to line delivery points, ROYAL EXCHANGE.

Rise in Prices of UK, Capital Goods.

Shortcomings of Posts & Telegraphs services : Telegrama.
St?ginl_ Insurance for Indian Seamen, M
State Acquisition of Zemindaris, .

Status of Bonus payrﬂents to Labour : Traplied Contract,
Tariff Board Enquiry, ’ h
Telephone service : Trunk and Ordinary :vDelays.
Treatment of Tubercular Employees,

Visit to Caloutta of

the Director, Indian Supply Mission to
Washington.‘ .

War Risks “ Goods " ang « Factories " Insiranes Schemes,




ROYAL EXCHANGE.
CALCUTTA.

Report of the Committee for the year ended 31st December, 1947,

THE PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE,
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMEROE,

Gentlemen,

" In accordance with the provisions of Rule 7 of the Rules of the
Royal Exchange, we have the honour to submit a report on its
working for the year ended 31st December 1947.

As a measure of economy, we have again decided to issue the
Annual Report of the Royal Exchange this year in its present form,
with the omission of the following appendices, copies of which
however can be supplied to or inspected by any interested member
at the Royal Exchange on application to the Secretary :—

1. List of members as on 31st Decomber 1947.
2. Royal Exchange : Rules & Bye-Laws.

Committee :—As already announced—in Circular No. 5 RE.—
the following gentlemen have been elected to form the Committee
of Management for the year 1948-49 :—

(1) The President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
ex-officio.

=

ex-officio.
(8) Mr. A. Oaiger-Watson (Merchant) Messrs, H. D,
Cartwright & Co.

A. C. Watkins (Banker) The Chartered Bank of

“
India, Australia & China.

(5) » W.R. Elliot.(Stock Broker) Messrs. Place Siddons &
Gough.

(6) ,, E.C.A. Miles (Exchange Broker) Messrs. Thomas
Seth Apcar & Co. )

() ,» D.S. Smith (Produce Broker) Messrs, Landale &

Morgan.

. (2) The Vice-President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce

[N




(12)
(8) . J.R.T. Burrows (Fréi‘g‘h’t Broker) Messrs, Blacker &
Co.
© , RW, Plummef (Merchant) Messrs, Plummer Brog,
& Co, °

Membership +—During the year one firm member resigned
its membership : at the end of the year there were upon the
Exchange Register 105 firms and 6 individual members.

Accounts.—~We submit & balance sheet and revenue account
for the year ended the 31st December 1947  audited by
Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes, Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce. The revenue account shows a deficit of Rs. 23,269-13.0
on the year's working compared with Rs. 11,944-4.6 for 1946 the
difference being due almost entirely to increased establishment
charges and dearness allowances. The deficit has been transferred
to the Rengal Chamber of Commerce contribution aocount,

The comparative figures of income and expenditurs in 1946 and
and 1947 are given below :—

Income— - 1946, 1947,

Rs. Ag, P. Rs. As. P,
Subscriptions 26,237 0 0 26450 0 0
Entrance Fees ... - —
Rs.26287 0 0 Rs.26450 9 0
Eaxpenditure—
Charges General - 58 0 0
Rent e 12,000 0 0 T12,000 0 0
Contribution to Chambey .. 6000 0 0 6,000 0 0
Establishment e 13,992 0 o 24,087 12 0
.-+ Books:and Newspapers 1,536 0 0 1,755 15 0
Tolephone subscription legs
received from members for
use 587 0 0 617 1 0
Tickets for Members - 407 8 0
Stationery 151 0 o 153 13 0
Printing 4 0 o 398 11 0
. Stamps . 29 090 25 0 0
Bleotrio Fans, Lights and Litts 3,00y o 0 3,000 0 0
Potty Charges e 845 0 g 1216 1 0
* Dépreciation on Furnitufe Z T
. Carried over 38,181 o ¢ 49,719 13 0

(

Brought forward

Less—

Deficit transferred to Chamber

13 )
1946. 1947,
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P.
38181 0 0 49,719°13 0
11,944 0 0 23,269 13 0

Rs. 26237 0 0 Rs. 26450 0 o

We are Gentlemen,

D. C. FAIRBAIRN,
Secretary.

Caleutta, 24th February, 1948,

Your obedient servants,
H.D. CUMBERBATCH, President.
A. P. BENTHALL, Vice-President.

A. CAIGER-WATSON
L. O. TASKER

C. H. HEAPE

E. C. A. MILES

R. E. BIRTWISTLE
H. E. F. TAYLOR
R.

1
t Members.
W. PLUMMER J
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ROYAL
BALANCE sapgy

SUNDRY OREDITORS—
Sundries
CONTRIBUTION AND RENT—

Docember 1947

LIABILITIES.

Bongal Ghambor of Commercs from April to

Rs. As P

. 12409 7 ¢

13,500 00

TorAL ., 25909 7 0

Examined and found correat,
84/ LOVELOOK LEwas,
Chartered Accountants,
Registered Accountante,

e EONI————

- (15 )
~
EXCHANGE. .
as dt sist December 1947.
ASSETS, Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P.

OUTSTANDINGS—

Subscriptions B . 1,920 0 0
BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS — .

Subscriptions paid in advance . BN 302 7 0
FURNITURE AND FITTINGS, WATER COOLER—

Expenses to-dato 1,09 0 0

Less—Depreciation to-date 1,090 0 0

Advance . —_‘ 43 00
BENGAL OHAMBER OF COMMEROE, CONTRIBUTION

ACOOUNT—

Defioit for tho yoar o - . 23,269 13 0
OasH—

With Imperial Bank of India . . 314 3 0

S — s

fforar 25900 7 o

8d/- D. 0. FAIRBAIRN,
Secratary.

- 8dj- H. D. CUMBERBATOH,
President,
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ROYAL EXCHANGE. ;
REVENUE A CCOUNT Jor the year ended 31st December, 1947,
EXPENDITURE. Rs. 4s. P. R A p, INCOME. Rs. As. P,
d To Monthly contrihution to the Bengal Chamber of By Subscriptions . 26,450 0 0
i merce X 6,000 0 0
: Bengal Chambor of Commerce Contribution Afe, 2326913 o
A » Books and Newspapers 17515 o K
(1 » Establishment 24,087 13 o
Sq » Electric Light, Fans and Litt 3,000 0 0
il?l » Potty Charges 1,216 1 o, N
L » Printing P 3811 0
it » Rent 12,000 0 0
» Stationery 15313 0
» Stamps 2500
» Telephone 917 1 0
Less —Recovored from members for uso 300 0 0
—_— 617 1 0
» General Charges 58 0 0
» Ticket for Member 407 8 0
i -
TotAL .. T gen19 13 0 ToraL .. 49913 o
Examined and found corro, SdJ- D, 0. FAIRBAIRN, Sd|- 5. D. CUMBERBATCH,
) Sdf- LOVELOOK & LEWES, : Secrtary. President,
Chartered Accountants. '
leutta, 0th February, 1943, -
Calcutta, 0th February, 194, Regisiered Accountants, ~
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Licensed Measurers Department.

Rovar ExomAncE,

" Calcutta, 14th Tebruary 1948.
To

THE PRESIDENT AND THE COMMITTEE,

BrNeAL CHAMBER OF COMMEROE.

GENTLEMEN,

We have the honour to submit our report on tho working of the Licensed
Measurors Depactmont during the year ending 3lst of Decomber 1947, and
request you to appoint a now Committee of Management of the Department
for the ensuing year. ~

Mr. J. W. MacLure of Messrs. Hoare Miller & Co., Ltd., was olected our
Chairman and sorved as such throughout the year.
Mr. R. J. Clough of Messts. James Finlay & Co., Ltd.,
—Mr. G. R. Dods of Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzio & Co.,—Mr. A. H, Hume
of Messts. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd,—Mr. G. D. Butcharb of Messrs,
Thomas Duff & Co., Ltd., also served on the Commitico throughout
the year.

Committee.

In November Mr. G. A. Hogg of Messrs. George Henderson & Co., Ltd.,
resigned on transfer and the vacancy was filled by Mr. W. R. Greeno. of the
same firm. Mr. T. L. Swales of Messrs. Ralli Brothers Ltd., proceeded on
furlough when his placo was taken by Mr. P. N. Flangini of tho same firm.
Mr. Swales has sinco returned and resumed office.

The strength of the Staff as at 3lst December 1947 together with
the strength of the past six years is given
below.

Staff.

Year.
1941
1942
1943
1944 .
1946 ..
1946 e e
1947 & .. o
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The Staff as .on 31st December 1947 d of 1 Superi i
(Mr. John Henfrey) 4 Assistant Superintendents (Messrs. B, Perry, Mr. 8. J,
Warwick, E. A. Butchart and J. R. Gee Smyth), 1 Head Offico Manager (Mr. 7.
W. Kendall), 1 Dock Office Manager (Mr, C. P, Fernandez), 1 Chief Inspector

(Mr. W. E, Barlow), 8 Inspectors, 113 Measuring Officers, 3 Probationers and
3 Scalewrights,

We have to record the retirement

t during the year under roview, on the
grounds of age,

of Mr. G. C. Gee Smyth, Superintendent. We have much
Ppleasure in placing on record our appreciation of the services rendered by him
88 an Assistant Superintendent since 1922 and as Superintendent of the
Department during the past nine years,

Wo have appointed as querintendant Mr.J. B. F. Henfrey who has been
an Assistant Superintendent since 1928,

Dr. W. E. Fetherstonhaugh and Lt.-Col. Shorten, I. M. S. (Retd)

continued throughout the year in medical charge of
the Measuring Staff and our thanks are due to them
“for' their care and attention, Dr, 5. N. Ghoso and Dr. 8. K. Ghose also merit
our thanks for their attention to the Indian Staff.

*Medical Officers.

The Revenue and Profit & Loss Accounts together with the Balance
Sheet as at the eng of the financial year 3let

December 1947 are jssued herewith, and show that
Measurement Fees increased by Rs. 2,12,082.1.0, Weighmont Fees inoreased
by Rs. 1,83,270-14-9, Mill Fees eto,

Charges by Rg. 22,302-10-0.

Finance.

diture amounted to Rs. 15,45,356
that of the previous year,
deficit of Rs. 1,956.13.3 gor
elso Rs. 8,882.9.9 being depreci
Accounts and Rs. 4,953.2.4
Rs. 24,178.15.5 we are left
amount has been credited’ to
year under revisw,

-13-0 an increase of Rs. 4,13,696-2-3 over
Revenue and Expenditure therefore show &
the year under review ; deducting this deficit,
ation on Furniture and Dopartment, Transport
from interest on Securities
ance of Rs. 9,086-6-1. This

8s the not surplus for the

for Income-tax ;
With a oredit by,
Capital Account,

(123 )

Holding at 31st Doc. 1946, Holding at 31st Deo. 1947,

SECURITIES

e

Market | Market
Value, {Face Valuo. | SEI

GENERAL ACOOUNT. Taco Valuo

Twenty Shares in  the Rs. A.P.| Rs.

A P.| Rs. A P Rs. AP
Imperial Bank of India

(Partly Paid) wo|  ®50000( 1340000 25000 11,2000
Fivo Shares in tho Resorve -
Bank of India 500 0 0 75000 | 50000 58500
3% | Rangoon Municipal Loan
(1966-76) | 2,61,300 0 0 | 2,61,300 0 0 | 2,61,300 0 0 | 2,61,300 00
3% |-Now Howrsh Bridge Loan
(1996-66) | 10,0000 0| 10,350 00 | 10,000 0 0| 10,250 0 0
3% | Govt. of Indin Loun (1963-65) | 1,65,000 0 0 | 1,70'775 0 0
%% | Govt. of India Loan (1966-68) | 2,44,600 0 0 | 252,540 0 0 E
Post Office National Savin |
Certificatos (12 years) ... | 5000 00| 5000 00 | so000 -
#% | Gavt. of India Loan (1970-75) | 40000 0 0 | 41425 0 ¢
1% | Govte of India Loan (1957) .. | 35000 0 0 | 36,151 0 0
2% | Govt. of India Loan (1918252

488,800 00| 492,160 8 0

Holding at 30th June 1946. Holding at 30th June 1947,

(PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNT)

“Faco Valuo. | Aorket [0 vy, Mnrkot
Rs. A r| Rs. A P| Re. A p
4 bay Municipal
" Bml“:oﬁm\;?: 562) 7,927 80/ 700000 791000
4% | Punjab Govt. Bonds (1948) 83,003 10 0( 80,100 0 0 | 80,500 8 0
4% | Govt. of India (1960-70) 110,96,005 0 0
4%26 Govt. of India (1955-60) X 5,400 00| 30,000 00| 34,087 8 0
3% | Govt. of Indin (1963-65) 2,02,100 0 0 | 212,205 00| ..
3% | Defonco Bonds (1946) 1,20,000 0 0 | 1,21,500 0 0 .
tional Savi
Poséugglr_mt::n‘;g%”s "5 | 142290 0 0 | 148290 00 1,42,200 0 0 | 1,42,280 0 0
A% | Govt. of India Loan (1948-52) 13,45,700 0 0 {13,59,998 1 0

The Accounts of the Provident Fund of the Department closed as on
31st December 1946 and 30th June 1947 shewed a surplus of Rs, 16,486-1.11
and a deficit of Rs. 4,401-10-3 equivalent to a surplus of Re. 1% and & deficit
of As. <[4(27, respectively: The Assets to Rs. 17,63,482.4.8 and
Rs.17,71,185-4-3 as on 31st Decomber 1946 and 30th June 1947 respectively,
The Trustecs of the Fund were our Chairman, Mr. J. W. MacLure, and
Mr. R. J. Clough. ’

The Basic Bates‘and surcharge of 307 remained unchanged during the
) year under review.

Rates & Charges.

i
i
s
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* The number of packages measured during ‘the year shows an increage
of 14,37,480 over 1946. The principal increases
oceurred in Tea, Gunnies and Sundries, The des.
oreases were in Jute, Bag Cargo, Shellac and Wool,

Working on the Depart-
ment Measurement.

. (125 )

The average measurements of Jute, Jute Cuttings and Rejeotions
obtained by the Department from various Press.
houses are shéwn hereunder, together with figures

Jute Average
Measurements.

since 1938-39.

Total Total Totl | Tnoreaso | Deorease
Jute 15,99,255 19,05,545 17,92.632
Hemp 89,082 60,378 63,872
Tobacco 6,932 3,848 4,774
Cotton 24,090 48,288 39,721 8,567
‘Wool 10,493 29,892 12,1 17,126
Gunnies 17,07,818 20,85,124 25,33,102 447978
Tea 30,42,170 20,81,222 27,38,970 6,57,748
Bhellac - 75,672 £0,911 51,210
Hides & Skins 14,142 20,475 89,616 19,141
Perishable 4,616 4,616
ardware 30,861 49,719 18,858
Bag Cargo 83,452 - 1,95981 12,499 1,13,482
Sundries 7,57,573 20,50,620 26,19,728 5,60,108
Earthenware
TOTAL 74,10,679 85,23,145 99,60,625

Increase 14,37,480,
‘The number of Ppackages weighed during the year shows a decrease of
7,00,647 over the figure for 1946, the main increases

being in Tea, Gunnies, Shollac and Hardware while
‘the largest decreases ocoured in Jute, Bag Cargo, Wool and -Sundries.

Weighment.

BE B | T8 forease | Deosonso
— —t—
Phegs.
Jute o 986784 1. 18,70,535 | 13,24,045 45,590
Hom " 75,370 46 54,054 3,408
Tobacco M 10,455 13,186
Cotton N 4,351 1,69 2,659
Wool M 29,913 104 19,502
Gunnies " 1615173 | 17,33.408 [
Tea " 1,91,001 3,68,506
Shellac S 7,183 15,3
Hides & Skins " 26,306 27473
Perishablo " 107781
Hardware “ 2,47,700 2,712,745
Bag Cargo " 10,77,233 760,166
Bundries " 257,874 5,99,211
Eorthenware 11| 1 -
Balts.= 9,58,113 S
Maunds
SLIS670 | 58,95,185 51,94,638

Decrease 7,00,547

SEASON Total Bules | Average | oreeh | Smallost
Suly—Tuno moasurod. | moasuroment o

1
TPt. In|Ft In |Ft In

|
. 3654840 | 51 377 |54 373 |48 264
10301040 2784127 | 51 10,47155 2.66 | 48 1042
July to Deo. 1940 BOBOTT | 52 G4\ 72100 415
Calendar year 1941 1737011 |52 1134 |55 771050 1043
1942 14,75,227 | 54 2.82 | 59 117 | 51 5.57
. 1943 10;58001 | 53 847 | 55 1144 [50 1195
" 1944 995,001 | 53 7.20 |57 893 |51 004
. 1945 16,88,337 | 53 1120 | 57 511 |51 5.1
. 1046 19,065,923 [ 53 1189 |58 6.8 |51 171
. vo1047 18,63,504 | 53 7.43 |56 5.21 | 40 1154

We are
Gentlemen, .
Your most obedient servants,

J. W. MaoLurg,
G. D. BucmarT,
R. J. Crouas,
G. R. Dops,

P. N. Franei,
W. R. GREENE,
A. H, Howms,

Chairman

]r
|
|> Members
|
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ARTMENT.
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERGE,  LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMEN
. ‘ t January to 81st December 1947, .
Br * 'REVENUE 4CCOUNT from Ist January Gs
EXPENDITURE. B AP me ap 1. .  REVENUE. Re AP R. AP
-Establishment— : Monsyromont—Juto and Homp - b 4o :
Salary and Wages— i do Hidos and Skins 1237 8 0
N do - gobn&:cé), Cotton, Wool etc. ]
i do L)
oo © 1,33855 5 9 | do Sundrics © T s 0 0
Scalewrights 381 523 13 0 i do Attendance | W 50,12311 0
Babus 0 | c ———— 80087315 0
Moghenics ﬂggf § 0 Weighment—Juto and H 15907910 0
tor L " ,92 ment—Jute and Hom 59,
cons 0 Drtvers et o T Gunnios " agses 14 0
caleroom Subordinate Staff ¢ do - Bag Cargo 1029 10 0
hipping § 1239 3 o do Sundries 38,900 10 0
Compoun, d“bordmace Staft 55,446 0 0 do’  Tobacco, Cotton, Wool etc. 5196 3 0
1662 14 0 do  Cased Cargo 32850 12 9
— 734406 0 9 o Hides and Skins 6701 15 0
Foes (Officors)— do' ' Attendance : 2,828 13 0
. i do  Balt Toasslo4 o0
Barly & Lato 0 0 o . ————— 60L39211 9
un X
Special and 19,092 0 0 Feos —
sl;agm ;l)l‘l’sg’l:lnny Holiday 7.?;; 00 mun, Prosshouses and Gudownn ‘g,g%g 00
80 1219 0 0
———— 3918 8 0 Holiday (Special and Ordinaxy) 8550 0 0
Fees (Modioal)— Early and L 11425 0 0 -
13387 4 6 65804 0 0 i
Night Allowances— i Snndry C‘hnrges— “;lg : g !
Officers Gortifioates 59307 3 0 i
Bobua w4 i o,.Te..xmm PEe] |
e0ns and Subordi 012 & Labou 2 ]
#ud Subordinato Staft 9032 4 0 Supply and Delivery of ertificates ———— 739 5 0 i
— 78 0 6 N
Allowances to Peons and Subordinate Stafi—
Sunday and Holiday : s
* Allowances o Officors— M0 8 9 i
%rav;ﬂin}g{ Txpenses 126
inghoo 265 7 0
3458 15 0 4724 6 0
-7
i
.
—_ ofF
- Gorsied over Re, . e . Carried over Ra. ... 1543,399 15 9
. 85542412 6
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) -BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
By, - REVENUE ACCOUNT from

Rs. A. P, Rs. A. P,

Brollght forwnrd T - 8,55424 12 6
Pensi 706978 0
Prov‘ldenb Fund Cantnb\lhon 63,716716 10
Hire 541 14 0
Motor Car A.Ilown:nces and Expenses 12,086 6 6
onts and 14,732 14 0
‘onbnhuhon to Eenga] Chamber of Commeoroe ),000 0
Uniforms and Clothiny 28,338 3
Stationery and. Printing 18,088 0
earness 4llowances 428136 12 0
Inspectors’ Allowances 13,640 o
Scalowright's Allowances 500 0 0
agsage Allowances to Executive Staff 514115 3
“Independence Day” Bonus 37 5 o

. 6,31,675 110
Sundry Expenses—

Peons Tram and Dinghi Hire 4,501 10 6
Petty Conveyance Charges 583 14 6
Peons’ Cyolo 826 9 6
Club Contribution 1200 0 6
loctrio Light and Fans 1524 9 6
‘elephones 900 3 0
Departmental Transport Expenses 5767 8 6
tamps (Postnge) . 8114 6
mps (Recei] . 75 0
fisoollsneous Ghargas 984 4 2
edicines 270015 0
edicines (Dock Dlspsnsary) 980 0 1
ospital Dues (Officers) w1026 8 0
epairs and Boowas o Plant 2128 5 5
‘ea’and Refreshments Mtco, 1219 6 0
aw Charge 430 0
e 3855412 8
. Carriad over Rs, 1535654 11 0

B . (129 )
LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT.

18t January to $1st December 1947. Or.

Rs. A.P. Rs. A. P,

Brought forward o 9

Carried over Rs, - 1543,399 15 9
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Pr. REVENUE ACCOUNT from
Rs. A P. Rs. A. P,
Brought forward- 15,25,654 11 0
To Audit Fees 2,400 0 0
« Insurance 6,049 12 0
» Dock Building (Repnirs) 6,374 13 0
»» Interest 4877 9 0
—_—— 19702 2 0
, TOTALRs. -, 1545, 556 13 0
_—_—- T

JOHN HENFREY,

tta, 13 11948,
Oaloutta, 13th February, 1048, Superintondent,

IS

(181 )
LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMINT.

Rs. A.P. Rs. 4, P.

Brought: forward 15,43,399 15 9

By Balance boing gross Loss carried to Profit and
t

Loss Accoun 1,956 13 3

ToTAL Rs. 15,45,356 13 0

1st January to 81st December 1947, 3.

D, C. FAIRBAIRN,
Secretary,
.
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- BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, .| LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT.
Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT for the year ending 81st December 1947. Cr.
1947 Rs. A.P. Re. AP, 1947 Rs. A.P. Rs. A.P.
Decr. 31 To Depreciation on Furniture Afc. w1327 6 Deor. 31 By Intorest on Securitios 2417815 5
w » Department Transport Ale. 7561 2 3
v Income Tax — 4253 2 4
w wLoss carried from Revenuo and
Expenditure Alc. v 1,956 13 3
w  » Balance being net surplus carried
Capital Ac. 9,086 6 1
—_—— 24178 15 5
o
.
ToTAL Rs. 24—17_8_—15 5 ToTAL Rs. - 24178 15 5
— D. C. FAIRBAIRN,
. : JOHN HENFREY, Secretary.
Caloutta, 13th Fobruazy, 1948, Superintondent.
e ——




BENGAL CHAMBER OI'

LICENSED MEASURERS

Incorporated as a Company wnder scction 26

BALANCE SHEET as

CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. ™
Capital—

Balance at credit at 31st Decomber 1946
Add Profit for the year

Socurities Resorve Fund ~

Balance as at 31st December 1916
Loss loss on rovaluation at 31st Decomber 1947 ...

Deforred Allowances—

and ights’ All
Compassionate Fand—(Babus and Officors)
Linbilities— -

For Crodit Balancos on Constituents Account ...
Sundry Croditors for Exponses

Bank Overdraft

Note :—Thoro is a contingent liability in respect of

investments in 20 (partly paid) Shares
of tho Imperial Bauk of India amounting to
Rs. 7,500/~

Carried over

Rs. A.P. Rs. AP,

700866 5 3
9,086 ¢ 1

7,09,952 11 4

< 95334 13 0

11,303 0 6
—— 84031 12 6
28,067 0 0
B 583715 6
120,709 9 7
37,923 9 4
—— 1,58,633 211
149,633 8 7
11,36,156 2 10

(135 )

COMMERCE.

* DEPARTMENT.

of the Indian Companies Act, 1882,

at 81t December 1947,

PROPERTY AND ASSETS.'
Fixod Capital Expondituro—

Dock Buildings—
Exponditure to 31st Decombor 1947 .
Depreciation to date

Woighmont Plant—
Net cost to 31st Decomber 1947
Depreciation to dato

Measuroment Plant—
Balance as at 1st July 1919
Additions to 31sv Decombor 1947

Dopreciation to date
Furniture—

Balance as at 1st July 1919
‘Additions to 31st Decembor 1947

Depreciation to dato
Machinery—

Balanco as at 1st July 1919

‘Additions to 31st Decombor 1947

Deprociation to dato
Departmental Transport—

Net Cost to dato

Depreciation to dato

Measurement Calculators—
As per last Balance Sheet

Tonnage Calculators—
As por last Balance Sheet

Carried over

Rs, A. P, Rs.

76316 2 8

75315 2 8
—_— 1000

73338 4 ¢

73233 4 6
—_— 100

2,674 0 0

80 711
3494 711
3484 711

2062 0 0
18077 1 8
20139 0 0
18939 1 8
—_—— 1,20

1,887 15 0
6,139 11 9
8,027 10 9
797710 9
—— 50
721510 9
15275 10 9
———— 56,000
80

20

AP

0

0

J
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
: . LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT.
Incorporated as a Company under Section 26 © of the Indian Companies Act, 1882.
BALANCE SHEET as at 81st December 1947.

Rs. AP Rs. A P Rs. A.P. Rs. A P.
Brough

ought forward ... < 11,36,156 2 10 Brought forward ... 58,460 0 0
Stores and Stock of Certificate Paper oto.—

Stock at 31t December 1947 (at cost) 21,036 2 8

Unbilled Work—
Tor Sundry measurcments and weighments
“carried out during the month of December 1947,
. - not charged at dato 159,524 0 0
Book Debts (Unsecured but considered good)—
Sundry Debtors 4

Due by Constituents
————— 40353 510

Advances—
. Loans to Staff (Compassionate Fund) 0
Unexpired telephone Rents, Road Tax for Lorries,
Insurance Premium ete. 0
i 12612 0
Q
0
0

Ronts (Security Deposit) -
Dus by B.0.C. Food Stuff Seotion . 5808 0
Tncomo Tax paid in advance under Seotion 184 .
Refund due on Afe. on Income Tax

— 3740 4 0

Grocery Alo. (Stook)—Value of Stock—
As at 31st Decomber 1947

= Grogery Afo (Sales)—Sundry Outstanding—
As at 31st December 1947

472.10 0

4073 8 6

Oloth Rationing Afe.—Value of Stook—
As at 31st Decembor 1947

73 1 3

6319 3 9

Interest acoruod ch Investments—
'Amount of Interest on Govt. Securities ete. . 008 2 3
- ,938

°
Carried over Bs. ... . 321,371 2 6

Csiriod over R, .. 11,3656 2 10 —_—
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF
LICENSED MEASURERS

d a8 & Company und,

ion 26
BALANCE SHEET as

( 139

COMMERCE.

DEPARTMENT.

of the Indian Companies Act, 1882.

at 81st December 1947.

)

Rs. AP. Bs. A.P.

Brought forward 11,36,156 2 10

T JRU—
OTAL Rs, o 11,36,156 2 10

°
Calcutta, 13th February, 1048,

JOHN HENFREY,
Superintendont

D. C. FAIRBAIRN,
- - Socrotary

Brought forward

Investments (At Market Value)—

33% Rangoon Municipal Loan (1966/76)
Rs. 2,61,300/- at par

33% New Howrah Bridge Loan (1956/66)
Rs. 10,000]- @ Rs. 102/8/0%

20 Shares Imperial Bank of India (Partly P:
@ Rs.

0]- por

. hare
5 Shares Reserve Bank of India @ Rs. 117/~
per Share e
Po;lRO'ﬂiuo National Savings Certificates (12 years)

5,000/ at par

Amost of investment made 1n Hospital Scheme

234% Govt. of India Loan (1948/52)
Rs. 4,85,800- @ Rs. 100/11/0%

Deferred Allowance Account—

3% Govt, of India Loan (1953/55)
Ra. 25,000/~ at cost

Cash—

In hand (Petty Cash)
Tn hand (Imprest Cash)

Rs. A.P. Rs, A P.
321271 2 6
2,61,300 0 O
10,250 0 0
11,200 0 0
585 0 0
5000 0 0
1,600 0 0
4,92,160 8 0
— 7,82,095 8 0
26,125 0 0
- 221 10 10
- 840 14 0
e — 1,062 8 10

On Current Account with Imperial Bank of India,

Clive Street, Branch.

Doferred Allowance Account ..
Officors’ Comp. Fund Account
Babus' Comp. Fund Account

TOTAL RS. -

1,942 0
2,942 13
617 2

mwo

11,36,156 2 10

-

Auditors's Report—

‘We beg to report that we have audited the foregoing Balan
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Licensed Measurers Department, as
and Loss Accounts for the
We have obteined all the information and explanations we have

ber 1947 and the Revenuo and Profit
December 1947.
required and in our opinion such Balance
Accounts are drawn up in conformity with

2 true and correct viow of the state of the
best of our information and the explanations

books of the Department.
In our opinion books of account have
by law.

LOVELOCK & LEWES,

ce Sheot of the

Sheot and Rovenue and Profit and Loss
the law ond the Balance Sheet exhibits
Dopartment's affairs, according to tho
given to us and’ as shown by the

been'kept by the Department as required

Chartered Accountants,

} Auditors.
Registered Accountants,
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