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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Annual General ,Meeting. 

The Annual General Mee!;ing of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce was held at the Royal Exchange, Ca!cuUa, on Friday, 
the 27th February 1948, at 3 o'clock p.m. The meeting which Wll.!J 

.presided over by tho Sir Hugh Cumberbatch, President of the 
Ohamber, was addressed by Mr. N. R. Barker, The Hon'ble Minister 
for Finance, Commerce and Industries, Government of West 
Bengal. The following were also present:-

MR. S. N. VARMA 

,, D. H. GIJJES 

E. VEVERS 

0, M. HUMFREY 
H, R. HA·RDING 

R. L. de 0HAZAL 

B. MATHEWS 

G. W. GEMMELL 

D. I. DuFF 

:::} 

SIR EDWARD BENTHALL, 1 

:Mn. 0. W. LUGG K.O.I,E. :::::: r' 
A. MUKHI!;RJEffi 

, F. w. A. CAnPENTER 
A. 8. OFFICER ... 
W. H. 8, MIOHELMORE 
F. 8. MITCHELL ::: J 
P; GOFFEY 
H·. w. '1'. HAIN 

P. J. F. PARsoNs 
F. R. HU.TSON 

, A. P. CHANDA 

:::} 

···} ... 

j]fess1's, Allen, Berry & Co., Ld. 

Alliance Assw·a11ce Co,, Ld, 

Messrs. Asbestos Ceme'nt Ld. 

Atlantls (East) Ld. 

Ballardie, 

Balme1·, Lawn'e & Co., Ld. 

Barry.& Co. 

Braitl11vaite 
Ld. 

Britannia Biscuit Co., Ld . 

J 



MR. C. A. ]:JAGUIREl 

,. J. W. G. CHURCH 

T. GODLEY 

A, C. W A'I'KlNS 

M. 8. CHUNDER 
A. N, CHUNDER 

H. F. STAdKAi!.D · 
A. W. WHITE 
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}.fessrs. British I7wtlated 
Gallen·aer's Cables Ld. 

The Calcutta .Electric Supply 
Cotporation Ld. 

Tile dalCitttd Tramways Go., Ld. 

The 

::J :Messrs. s. C. Oh1111der & Co. 

:::} 
Commercial Union 

~ Assurance Go. 

, M. N. BHATTACHARJEE . 
Don, Watson & Co., £d. 

W. F. Ducat & Co. 
H, WoRKMEN 

.W. M •.. WJ:iY'rE 

, A. 1-1CLAREN 
J, R. VERNEDE 

L. SQUiRE 

S. STEVENSON 

G. A, GEORGIADI 

T. S. GLADSTONE 
-A. J, ElJKiNB1 C.B.-li: • 
W,. E. SKIPWITH 

NEIJ_, BRODIE, C.I.E. 

J. tL WATSON 

H. A LUKE 

E. LYNE 
J, A.-E. EVANS 

W. A. BELL 

W. FERtlUSON 
.,, D. J. MciNTOSH 

:} 

···} ... 

:::} 

::} 

Thomas Duff & Ca., Ld~ 

Duncml Brat hel'S & Co., 
Ld. 

A. W. Figgis & Co., Ld. 

Jumes Fi11lay & OQ., Ld. 

G. A. GiJol'giadi & Go • . 

Gillmlders, Arbuthnot 
& Co" 

Gladstone, Wyllie & Co. 
mid LJJall; Marshtill & 

Co. 

Glenfield & KMmedy Ld . . 

W. HawoJ'th & Co. 

Holire, Miller & Co., Ld. 

Imperial Chemical 
Industries (India) [,d. 

Indian Cable Go,, Ld, 

MR. J. A. BENJAMIN 
" C. D. WHEELER 

" E. A..-PATERSON 

" P. _F .. 8. WARREN 

G. J. GARDNER 
E. H. GROVE . 
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:::} llJ.essrs. Innes, Watson & Co. 

Jardine, Hend~rson Ld, 

Je8sop & Go., Ld.. 

:::} KettleweLl, 
Ld. 

~· 3: ~~~~;~R1' :::J Landale &; Clark, Ld. 

,, D. S. SMITH 

H. P. D. SYKES 
A. J. C. HOSKYNS. "'} 

ABRAHALL 

R.. .F. B. SPENCE 

R. J. s. IrRANKS 

.A. '1'. ORR DEAS 
L. P. 8, BOURNE 
P, G. KNOT'l' 

RT. HON. LORD 

H. Snrmo~~AIGMYLE 
H. 0. BANNERMAN 

R. J. WILSON 
-R. ,J.·CHOW 
A. H. SYME 

THOS, P. BROiHJ~ 
C. A. ·HERBERT 

" J. R. WALKER, 
li',T.T., M.L.A, 

" G. ASTE 

F. H. SHARPE 

J~ ·C .. NIV®N 

" J. MALLEY 

···} ... 

···} ... 

···( 
:::J 
:::} 

Landale &,:Morgan. 

Lever 

Liverp_oof & Londo;l & 
Globe Insw·ancc Co., Ld. 

Lyo1~s .-{I11dia) f., d . 

lvfacncilt & Go . 

A, M. l!Jair & Go. 

}f[a!J & Baker -UJ!dia) Ld, 

~McLeod & c~., Ld. 

Ilfercantile Bank of 
lndia.Ld. 

l!Jerz & 1'vfcLellan (India) 

, D. L . .Millar & Co., Ld, 

Mi1·rlecs Watson Co,,''Ld. 



MR. A. MANASSEH 

H. N. BETTS 
" J. RAMAGE 

8. A. W~NTER 

D. -H. FERGusoN 

S. G. SMITH 

M •. AINSWORTH . 

R. P. F.--SMALT,WOOD. 
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lfless1·s. Mora11 & -co., Ld. 

.iUorgan, J1'allcer & Co. 

illytlon, Walface &- Co. 

r 1J~Fcf:i't~;A~.o. ::J, Oclavins Steel & Co., Ld. 

G. R. CROOKS. 

" G.-EUTHYMOPULO 
' C. M. KEDDIE 

,, A. R. HOLT 

H. B. SCOTT 

,. G. W. BENSON 
E. G. MAY 

SIR C.E.IARLES MILES 

MR. T, B; ELLEY 

, P. PAL 

W. J. B. WALKER 

. C. H. THOMAS 

,_, A. ·w. CHRISTIE 

H. E. CORN 

M. }i'LE~HNG 

Price, Peat 

:::} Ralli·Brothers Ld. 

Rou'al 

Royal Inwrance ·co.: L-1. 

:J [J{essrs. David SaSsooi(& C·o. Ld. 

Shaw, Wallace & Go. 

Sinclair, Nurry & Co.·, Ld • . 

The S.K.F. Ball Bem:iny Oo.,-Ld. 

The Statesman Ld. 

... Messrs, J. 'l'homa.~ & Go,, Ld. 

w: J. VValker· & Co., 
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MR. C. A. SMITH Messrs. Wed'del (India.) Ld. 

,, C. A. INNES Andrew Yule & Co., Ld. 

B!! invitatio11, 

THE HON'BLE SRI H. C. 
NASKAR friiniste1·, Govt, of W. Benr;al. 

MR. 8, BANERJEE, C.I.E., I.C.S. ~Member, 

J. K. MITTER 

, E. RAJARAM RAO, 
M.A., B.L. 

RAI BAHADU:Ii J. N, GHOSH, 
. M.A. 

MR. N. 8HERRARD·8MITH, 

Collector of Customs, Calcutta. 

M.B.E. : Po·st Jllasler General, Henqal. 

D. K. SANYAL, O.B.E. Calcutta University 

C. H. DERRY 
-0. 0. THOMPSON 

:::} Americcm Consul 

DR. W. P. TS.AI Cmisul General for China. 

MR. F. 1\1:. INNES, C.I.E. 

,, W. H. J. CHRISTIE, C.S.I., 
C,I.E., O.B.E. Adviser in 

D. C. BARR E-uropean Group Corporation . 

, S. N. RAY, C.I.E., I.C.s.. Ohainnan; Calcutta 

, H. S. SUHRAWARIYY 

G. W. TYSON Oe1ltral B1·ilish Committee, 

. '•, H. ROWAN HODGE President, Ew•opean Association. 



MAHA'RAJ.ADHI)t:A.JA U. C. 
MAHA'fAB, B·A., M.L.A. 
of Bm·dwan. 

MR, E. A. BENSON 

, NORMAN RA:IiSAY 

L 13. -A. GROVES 

A. W, BURTON 

D. A. BRYAN 

D".'C. GROSE 

,, J' N. MU.KHERJEB 

M. 1{, POWVALA 

M.P. BIRLA 

K. L. JATIA 

·a. L. JATIA 

C. L. BAJO;&IA 

D. N. SEN 

K. BASU 

B. L. JAL_AN 

,, KASSIM A. MOHAMED 
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Au.sfrulian Govl. Trade 
sioner, 

U. K. ·Dy. High Commissioner. 

H.~[. Trade 

]11diait '1'ea Licensinu Committee. 

Chairman, 

President, Muslim Chamber of 
17om mace. 
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The p-resident, in opening the pwceedings addressed the 
meeting as follows:-

Mr. Sarker, Gentlemen, 

We meet today under the shadow of a.· great tragedy and~ 
feel that those present would li:ke firstly to know what the 
Chamber did on behalf of all its members during the period of 
mourning for the late_ Mahfl.~ma. Gandhi. On the day following l1is 
f!JS"sassiJJation I called upon the Premier ori your behalf to express 
our honor and sympatlJy, At the same hour the Vice-President. 
attended a joint ·meeting of the Calcutta Chambers called for ~he 
same purpose.- Later, this Chamber was paid the courtesy of 
l1aving its President made a member of a Committee which His 
"Excellency the Governor convened to discuss .details of the 
ceremonies connected wHh the immersion of the Malmtma's ashes 
on the _12th and of course I attended the meetings of this Com• 
mittee. 

'l'hen on the 12th 'tiie .Vice·President and I had the privilege. 
of attending the Immersion Ceremony at Gandhi Ghat. 

Secondly, I am sure you would wish at this, QUI' first meeting 
since the tr'agedy took placa, to Pay respect to Mahatmaji's. 
memory and I would therefore ask yon to confirm the resolution 
which was accepted by the Vice· President on your behalf at the 
joint meeting of Chambers of Commerce to which i have alr~"a~y
referred, by standing while I read the resolution: 

"The assassination of Mahatma Gandhi has stunned the 
entire people of the country, The. representative~ 6f the! 
businessmen of all nationalities assembl~d at this meeting paY 
to his memory their .respectful homag~. The ri1an'ner· iii 
which Gandhiji's life was ended will ever romafn a matter of ~ 
shame and sorrow to the people of this comlti·y. The ·meeting: 
co:lls upon all sections of the .commercial community to 
str.ive their best in -the cause of goodwill, love and peace arll.(lng 
all_ sections of the people and to labout tqgether In harmoiiy 
foi· the' good of our country for which he lived arid died. 
Their joillt effOrts will be the most fitting mamorhil to 
Mahatmaji ", 



Many new chapters h~ve .opened' since. y;e..- Ja:::t ;net" and -~his 
is of course. our first mee.ting in Independe.nt Indm and V\ est 
Bengal. We had hoped unti~ only the beginning of this week to 
welcome hero today the Hon'ble Premie.r of West Bengal, not only 
as a gre.at and distinguished mombe.r of-both these new entitles but 
also ·as the. firSt ·Pretnier· of'.thil, province. to address our Ohambe.r 
at an Annul\,\ Gen~ral ~Meeting .. He had intended· to Come but 
fina.ily could ~ot Pos'tpone his'·visi£ to Delhi long enough to do so. 
H:e has, however, a:t no little incon-..:enience, I know, 'to himself 
and to the Hcin.' Mr: .Nalini Sarker, arranged. with him to be. 
prese-nt in hiS-St-ead. We most ·warmly. welcome you, 8ir, the. first 
Minister'of this pr.ovince to-add-ress our :meeting, Your presence. 
gives us great ·ellcoiti'agem9nt as weU:as PlBasure ... I sincere.ly trust 
this Particular chapt'er ·which you. will open when you address 
us· will be ti long and happy. oil e. ·(Applause) I nee.d hardly assure 
you, I am surli, Sir, that yoU .and the. Government of v.·est Bengal 
will at an times I:eceivei the full- support .. und active co-operation 
of this Chamber in upholding law and Order and fostering_ c_om
merce and industr;r· to tho benefit of t!le province .. In taking· up 
the. b·urden of theSe heavy -offices~you and.the-Pl·emier have. shown 
your~elves to be 'tnle: Patriots .. : W_e are not·_unttware. of the weighty 
problems that will come before YoU and I beg t.o _convey, on behalf 
of this me.eting, ourVen'.sinceni ·good wishes to the. Premier and to 
yOu, Sir, aS also to·yol.!-1' coHea'gues in. the Oabiriet. (Applause) 

To our·o~hili' ~i~tinguisi18d -gttBstS-.we.'al~o e.xtend a very warf!l_ 

welcome.. 

. It i~ my privqa_go ~~d _plea~Ul'e_ ?U your b_e.half most sincerely 
to. welcot1~e. to· WesG ·Beng~l onr -first GoVe.rnor, His Excellency 

Sri ~il.jag~pa_l~_chai·iai. We are- ~~1~! a~are _of the_ good fortune 
t"hat has come to V.,r est Be11gal ' in having so great a man as 
Goverllor" and. _We most· re.spiicHUuy· wish. him ovary s~ccess in 

. liis'DEl\V t~sk.: (Applause):,, . . 

_I take. this o_ppOi:t,~nity ~1so -~f ~-~_Yiilg a--tribtit~ tO Sir Frederick 
a~d LadY Burrows .who <:~n't(l:to. In~ia_ at an .e._xtrom.ely anxious 
time al)-d gave- of their .. be:st .. ~o th~- province. of Bengal. With our 
~inc_e.re _-~hanks, -~~-se.nd_. .·~hem our best_ wish_e_s for _man:y _years of 
happiness. · (Applause) · · 
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have opened during the. 
year under re.view, so have. commerce passed through 
manY vicissitudes. Confidence in the future resulting from 
favourable offlcial .pronouncements has boon followed by the 
gt·ave. concern ci:ntse.d by contrary pronouncements, in their turn 
ensued by a re.turn of confidellce for the same. reason, and then 
de.stroyed again, and so on until COJ?.fusion has become worse 
confounded. 

The. only point I can find, on which almost complete. unanimity 
is evident, is that production niust be increased. Yet, so many 
pronou·ncemontt:; seem to be designed to make this quite impossible. 
I have, of course, studied most carefully the long and important 
statement, as published in tho newspape.rs, which the Prime. 
Minister made in Parliament at Delhi on tho 17th February. My 
pe.rsonal reaction h;s be.en one of mixed foe.lings in re.spect of 
confidence about the futuro, but as the. Prime Minister himself 
made quitB cleat·, the Gove.rnment has not yet had time to de.cide 
in any detail what its policy shall be in regard to nationalizat-ion 
of industries. \-Ve _are. all anxious that this ·should be decided as 
early as possible but must admit, which I do freely, that it is not 
a matGer to be dealt with in· a hurry and the. G~vemment have. 
certainly had more than a fair share of almost overwhe.lming 
burdens to deal with since. they have bee.n in office. In short, I 
find it encouraging to know that our Government are treating 
this vital matter with the fnll oonside.ration which it is due.. 
'I'o those whose grave responsibility it is to come. to a decision on 
this vital issue, I·would only say at this stage nationalization 
of industries, particularly those. already in 
be justifiod unless two conditions are satisfie.d-firstly that pr_ivate 
enterprise is proved to bo incapable o[ producing the results 
which natiomdization aims at and, secondly, tiJat nationalise.d 
industry can equal private enterprise as a source of revenue. to 
the nation and at the same or less cost to tho consumer. It has 
yet to be. demonshate.d that these conditions are .in fact sati~fied. 
On tho other hand, it is elear that such proie.cts as tho Damodar 
Valley Sche.mo offer a wide and propet• field for government 
enterprise. Such schemes do of course recch•c our cordial support 
and co-operation and we are confident that they will- prove of 
great benefit to the covntryfolk who ll.-n<those most in need of holp. 
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Now us to rationalisation of which w~ are hearing so much, 
surely in this country; parUcUlarly in this province, we have in 
the managing _agency system, the finest form of rationalisation 
industry an·d commerce could possibly have. It scams howev.er 
f1·om .the resolutions recently adopted by- no loss a body than tho 
Economic Programme Committee appointed by tho All-India 
Congress Committee, that they, instel1.d of being proud_ of possessing 
this fino system which so benefHs the country, wish to _abolish 
it, presumably as something unsocial and obstructive to the 
country's progress. The Committee must be under some mis
understanding. The system is of the greatest value to the ·country, 
as tho history of the companies unde1• this form of management 
so clearly ·shows. 

Firstly, it has been the practice of managing ·agents to float 
companies and put them successfully On their feet before asking 
the public to subscribe. 'The rCJsu1t of this practice, which I do 
not sugges·t 1HtS been universal particularly of recent yearll, but 
which was the origin of most industries in being to-day-the 
resu'lt is that tho public wet·e not -a!lkod to subscribe to venture.~ 
until 'they had been praYed sound and profitrtble. Thoro were 
~ai\ures but the~e were nearly ·all carried by the managing agents 
and U(lt by 'the public at alL To those inte't'estod I would recom
mend the study of the ·history of companios witl1 managing 
agents aS' compared with those without them. The comparison 
shoWA tho former to h-ave given a far better return to sharoholders 
and thus to the country by way both of g1•eater production and 
hi.ghor contributions to the reYenues of tho country in taxation, 
Le't those who abuse tho system be attacked just as any other 
miscreant but nOt the whole system to the grave detriment of the 
nation. 

In 'an;v case :what is this freedom in India wOr.th if a compa!ny 
is not free 'to ·choose the form of management which it consider.~ 
to be best ~n its .own interest, and is to .be ham pored by to~ ·man:v 
legislath'o restrictions? 

Ths Economic Programme Committee's report enunci-atos 
aims ~vhicl1 in :geltGl'nl a·re those of many other countries. They 
may be Very -sound and praisoworthy, but the methods they 
provound in orde1• to achieve these ·aims are quite upsound. I 
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have no doubt whateYer that, unless the Government of India 
define thoit· in very, vary different terms to those of the 
Progmmmo production u.nd industry will tend to 
shrivel fast, certainly not flourish, whereas the universal crying 
need is to produce more wealth so that it may be distributed. 

May I quote from a well known Journal writing about another 
country, no_t India, bttt the words seem remarkably apt hero too:-

"Never was there a greater need to preach the doctrine 
of liberating motive powers and taking tho brakes off all forms 
of economic activity. 'l'hero is no single motiv~ power, but 
several, each appropriate in its own sphere. Let the social 
motive be exploited to the full wherever it can operate to 
advantage. And where the only conceivable motive powers 
are those of individual enterprise, let them also be .encouraged. 
It is by this means, and not by the rancorous jealousy of 
dead-levellism, that it will be possible to achieve 'A new con
ception of society with a dynamic policy in accord with th,o 
neods of n new situation'", 

It is on these sound principles, Gentlemen;' that we in this 
Chamber-in common with industrial interests il} Bombay and 
with tho Indian Chamber of Commerce in Calcutta-have based 
our recent strong criticisms of tho .Economic Programme Com
mittee's recommendations, In telegraphing our grave apprehen
sions to the Govornment of India we havo emphasised very 
pointedly the deleterious effects which the Committee's policy 
cannot fail to have on the flow of capital into India's Industries 
and on India's economic s~atus in inte1•national trade and· finance. 
We have stated unoqnivocally that the effect of the adoption of the 
Committee's l'ecommonded policy will be to undermine all con· 
fidence, to dry up capital investment from all sources and to 
drain capital from oxisting industries, thus resulting in serious 
financial embarrassment, in further reductions in industrial outpi.lt 
and in tho immediate discouragement of India's economic and 
industrial development. 

Under this roof last December I spoke at length on the ques~ 

tion of labour direction. While no great improvement has mani
fested itself as yet, we can, I believe with justification, feel that 
both the Central and West Bengal Governments with which we 

' -
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are directly cOncerned, will now cont!ol· with determination any 
unreasonable or violent action by labour. This ·is a good omen 
for the future and I sincerely trust this attitude will be maintained 
particularly, if I may say so, Sir, by your Government. We have 
suffered from interference lack of realism in those so 

. much that diScipline has deteriorated to an extent 
that unless the deterioration is promptly and -fit•mly arrested, it 
may p1•ove a long and tedious job to regain full <;:ontrol. This is 
one of the essentials to increased production and industrialisation. 
Y.le know, Sir, neither yon personally nor your colleagues have 
had time yet to make your policy fulh: felt, but we do urge upon 
you again the necessity of speedy action in this direction. 

As I pointed out last Dec.ember one of the main methods of 
harrassment to which we have been subject~d is tho abuse of the 
InduStl'ial Disputes Act. Companies wit-hout warning have been 
submUted to adjudication when no real dispute has even been 
apprehended by employee or employer-as witness the recent orC!er 
r0ferring to adjudication a total of 267 alleged dispu.tos between 
Calcutta commercial houses and tl1eir clei-ical and. subordinate 
staff. Matters have .been adjudicated upon which have no place in 
a Tribunal, awards have conflicted one with the otller, and many 
are ti.ot conformable with the law of the country. It would seem 

some Tribunals consider they are ap.pointed for the purpose 
makiiig laws and recourse has on several occasions had· to be 

made to the High Court for protection from them. Moreover, 
although we appreciate and understand the desire of tho adjudi" 
cater~ to arrange a Settlement more or Jess acceptable ·to both 
parties in the dispute, we cannot holp feeling that in many cases 
they have gone too far in their desire to appease the roproseutaM 
~ives of the workers. Some of the awards have laid down princi
pleS and have given concessions which in the long run will prove 
to be serious burdens on industry and, unless they can be reversed 
or modified at a later date, will eventually cost tho country deal-. 

We havo no quarrel with the aims and obje<;:ts of the Industrial 
Disputes Act and have no intention of sug~esiing it should be with
drawn, nor hav:e we ever l1nd such intention; but experionee shows 
more .and more _clearly that modifications to it are es~ential and 
we have prossed for some, and intend to continue doir;g so. 
;I'erhaps the most imPortant amongst these is the right of appeal 
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to tho High Court against awat•ds which over-ride the established 
law of t1le land. 

·we look to you and to your colleagues, Sir,· with confidence, 
for support in these mat-ters and can assure you we are· not at all 
unmindful of the need for the uplift of the in tho land and 
tha~ we are most w_illing to co-operate to end. 

\'11e h~ve all read with great interest and respect your budget 
speech in the Benga'l Assembly on the 17th instant. Your note of 
confidence in the future is most el!-g.ouraging, as is tho assuranctl 
that development schemes ars to be planned with the greatest cure. 
We welcome in particular four expressed intention of making 
every endeavour to establish friendly cothmercial relations between 
East and \Vest Bengal as tho free and smooth. flow of trade 
between these two is of such vital impedance to us. 

I make no apology for referring now to the grave crisiS that 
)las jUst arisen in the Jute Trade as a resnlt·of the Central Govern
ment's unjusWiably continuing tO interfere with it, against the 
advice of all those· concerned including-emphatically-consuming 
countries. The latest fantastic "deal" in gunny expor~ quotas has 
placed not only exporters but the Jute Mills, Banks and Steamor 
Companies in a chaotic pOsition which bids fair to bring a major 
crisis to the port of Calcutta. The repercussions that will arise 
unless immediate modification of the present quotas is made are 
indeed disquieting. As things are, mills will have to find newM 
buyers; regultir exporters will· have to break their contracts with 
cliei1ts throughout the world; new parties without any knowledge 
of the business will have to find bU:yers abroad willing to purchase 
from them; and Steamer ·companies will ·have to guess as to 
~vhere and when to place and direct their ships. Bankers will have 
bought foreign exchange in immense amounts from exporters to 
cover the latter's sales; exporters will now have to ca:ncel these 
contracts at heavy cost and tho banks concerned in turn have to 
cancel their sa!Os of foreign exchange to the Controller. This 
must upset the Controller's calculations as to his forward foreign 
exchange position, as the sums involved will be very large. 

ReproBentatious have been lllade in the strongeSt terms to the 
Governin.ent of India: by all.concerned U.nd I would now ask you, 
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Bir, to hriM to boo.r bho intluonoo oC your Govornmon~ in Pl'otoct
ing 1\ vitl\ltmrt of tho provinoo'a oommoroo n.nd intornn.tiono.l tl•n.do 
hy, flll})}lbtting tho !lOITHl.Dil fur tho itnmodiato OtlllCOllt\l.iOil 0£ [J;llllllY 
OX!IOl't (!UOtfl,s, {Applmtsc.) 

'J'o tum now Lo our mora domo11tio o.ITnirH, i'0\1 will HOD from 
tho printotll'Opor~ p.\roa.dy c\rouln.tocl whn.t auhjooh1 yonr Oommittoo 
have boon lmsy with during '1047. It hlLH boon 11. yoo.r of mnch 
n.nxioty-not.lol19t towfl.rdfl fLiltl sinoo its oloso-in tho .mnttm· nf 
footl SllPi'l\os for t.\lo lnrgo induHtrio.l JlOpnln.1:1on in n.)ld M'onnd 
CrL!onttn.. W!t'h roduood o.nd t\ortninly ino.doqnt\to l'B.UcinH nf l'ico 
o.ml wheat prodtHlLII dUJ'inp; ro"ConL mo·nthfl, it ifl not Hlrrpriflhll~ t.ho.t 
wo hero hn.vo viowo<l with Rmno n.pp'rohcnslon tho policy o[ lll'O· 
1\:l'Oilllivo dooontl·ol o~ food o.nnounccd by tho Government of Indil~ 
IMI~ Dooombor. Orontly EUI wo. wolootno moa.11uro~ of lhlo<mtt·ol in 
othot• dh·ootions, IUHI fnlly Ml wo roongnhm tho doHimbiHty of 
l'Oa~oring tl'(ulo t.n its nornml chnnnols, food i!IHttoh 1t vltnl nom] if 
production is ~o ho mnintninod n.ml improved ~h~~ot wo nmAt on thts 
ooonaion oounaol n. polioy of tho gl'o!l.toat otmtlon. RiHka cannot 
bo tn.ken whoro tho MLn.tllo food of tlto pooplo ill ooncornt>d. I know 
tho.t Govornmont nro Cttlly llelr.od or tlli11 nmjo1• problem o.ml tn.ko 
this Ol)IJOI'hmity of nssurlng ymt, Sb•, of our fttll co-oporntion
whloh wo hnvo roooutly ng1~lu oiTorod to tho M iniator of Civil 
Stll)pl\oo-in tlombQ.t\ng 1\llY unsooln.i· n.ttomphl to ombn.rrtulf:l tho 
n.clminlllh'&Lion hy holding UJl tho ct•op, o.nd in mnintn.inin~ our 
D'notlt~tnfC!l Schema nb· thn hlghe11t pitch of cfrtoloncy 1\H pnl't of 
Greator On.lcuttn'11 fond rn.tloning ayAtom. Whn.Lovor Govornmonb'A 
nHimato policy lll!\Y' .bo,· I lhink t nm oorrootly intOI'JII'ollnJ( tho 
vlowll of otn• mombors whon I 11n.y tht~.t., na indUK~rin.Ust11, wo nhn.JI 

· ro~nln om· orgnnir.n.tion in being until wo n.rn no~:~urod ng11.inat uny 
rootu•rcnoe of tho 1942-4:1 con(litions of lionroUy and fumlno whioh 
fh·st bt·ought our !:lohorno into oxb1tonoo, All p~~.r~ of tho Govern
mont rationing HYI1tom, tho Oht~.~n\)01' Food Schoma contlnnoa-not 
wHhoitt. gl'oo.t tliflioultr. during, tba rooont· monthfl-to dlslribtlto 

. 11Upplio11 to ju11t Hhol't of ban lti.khs or itHlns~rln.l workarn and tholr 
dc'(londrmtll, , 

l1~ MllOhllli.On, 1 WiHh to take thi11 O!lPOrtun[ty of tlOI'IllnJly 
tlumkm~ nil those who hn.vc 11\bnurod tmaoHi!!hly in tho puhl\o 
intoro11t n.s mu· tO]lrosontn.tivo~t on tho nstoniHbing numbot· 1uH1 
vo.rlo~r o.r fnAntutlonH, ll;nnl'ds ,o.~1d Oommlttooo 011 which our· 
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nom!noo11 HOl'VO. It is, .Y ~hlnlc, fHthlf.J' for mo toduy to single out 
for thank'S our forUlOl' l'OprOMOII~n.Hvon in tho Bengal r~ogi!!li\Livo 
Aoaombly nud Oounoil, (Apf1lmt8(1), 'l'ho I'Ooont oonHtitutionQ.J 
oh&ngoH hnvo roduood om· roproaontt\tlon to two Moo.tn in tho Wo1-1~ 
Bong~\ LogiHln.tivo Aasomhly-ono for tho Cho.mhor Oonfltitnm1oy 
1md ono fol' tho join~ oonntituonoy of tho .Jnl.o MIIIH, ~l'oo., Mining 
nnd 'l'l'!uloa AHaooin.tiouH. 'l'lmt om· t·oproaontntivon t·oooivod ~~ moat 
oot'lllnl rooopUon In tho now logiH]atnro whon t.hoy l'OOon~Jy took 
t.hoir HOntH iH 11. aonroo or much Hn.URfo.otion to ltfl-ln rooognlti9n, 
pOJ•hn]lR, thn.t wo lmvo still n. 11~ofnl oontrihnt;lon to Jn!Lko to tho 
AHHomhly'a dolihoro.HonH, but oort11.inly ltfl n por11oru~l ~~·ilmLo to 
t.lte two Ht&lwn.rtH who hn.vo nflllllmml tl1o hocwy 1'0111101\Rihil!Ly 
or· l'OJll'Oflont.ing llfl. r t•ofor ·to Mr .• r. n.. Wnlkor, Lho ILh]o IL!ld 
populnr lo11dor of l:ho former lCuropoan Group in 1.110 Bongl\1 
AHAomllly n.ncl to Mr. 0, ]~. Oln.rko who lod tho (houp in l;he 
Oomtoil (AmJlmtM), Wo n.ro lndoocl indolltocl to thom for tl1o 
sorvioo thoy continuo to givo t.o their rospootivo oonfii,HltOttolo.'l 
o.ml to tho now Provinoo of Woat Dong\\], 

• Notwlthntn.ndlng tho grontly_ roduood l'Olll'OHonlontlon whioh 
t'ho · rooont •(,ulcnttl\ Mnniolpn.l Amomlmont Ao~ will in futm·o 
1\fforcl llA In 'tho Ca\onU1L Oorporn.tion, Lhcl'o al1:1o wo flho.ll con~inno, 
wi'thont fon.r Ol' favour, oonacion~iOltaly -to BOl'VO tho intoroaDs 
of tim cii;y in which wo live, Whn.t Jut!-! boon nn nphill nncl ofton 
t"h11.nldo!IR tn.ak hitherto, wHI ·booomo n.n ovon mm•o clirflcnlt OM 
to oo.rry -ont 'O[footivoly from now on. Bnt tl1oro will, I nm Huro, 
ho no' ln.ck of "Onthuain.m fol' it nnd to tho11o who will 'ahoJ•tly 
rotlro from aorvieo in tho Oorporu.tion our p;rt~Lof·ul tlumkH at·o clno. 

(Aprllmuw.) 

r~£LHtly, I mnHt Utn.nk 1~11 momhm·11 or (1111' munoronH Atttmling 
OommittooR nml Snh-oommlt~ooH, pu.rr.lonltu·ly my oolloagnoa on 
tlto Ohumbot· Committoo individnally o.nd 0.11 It looo.m. 'l'ho YOI~l' 

. ho.a boon ono of AURtainod nml o.t timoR of 1~lmos~ unbonrnhlo 
Jll'OR!Ittro; but o.t ovory on. II I hl\vo lllltdo UJJnn thom, IUHl thoro 
WOI'O mn.ny, thoy gn.vo unatintingly o.ncl wHhouff ftLil. It iH /(nod 
tn ROo thnt mn.ny of them will bo mom bore of your OommiHoo for 
tho onaning yon.t·. Your t\ffn.ira oonld not bo in bo~tor hnml11. 
M·r. Hon-thn.\1, ott whom I ho.vo !oQ.nod ao hoo.Vily throughout ~hn 
y:ou.:r· !or ~~<lv.ioo n.nd holp,.bo.H .nlroo.dy sorvecl tho Ohtunbor uohlor· 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Sarker then addressed -the Meeting . as 

follows:-

Mr. Presider.t and·Gentlemen, 

I tharik you for the honour ypu have don~ ill e. by asking me 
to address your members at your Annual Meetmg, m the absence 
of the Premier. On behalf of my colleagues in the Government 
and myself I also express _our thanks to you for your war~ we~
come which we very much appreciate. Per~o-nally speakmg, tt 
jg indeed a pleEtsure to me to see so many famther faoes_and meet 

ngst you so many old friends with many of whom tt was my 
;::sure and privilege to- work in the commercial and oth:r 
spheres. The Hon'ble Premier, who was to have addr~sscd thiR 
meeting, had to leave for Delhi on a very inrporhanL.o~ma.l errand 
B.Ud it bas fallen on me_ to speak a few words to you tn h1s pla.ce. 

Mr. President, I am sure you· 'do not eXpect me, as a 
Provincial Ministor, to speak 'categorically on those matters of 
high policy a11d all-India significance,. now awaiting a final 
docision, some of which have been _referred to by you. But I 
welcome this opportunity of knowing your reactions to our current 
economic problems at first hand, I have no doubt that your points 
of view on t.he various issues will be given due consideratibn by 
by the_proper authorities at the Centre who Vl:ill shape the future 
economic policy of tbe Dominio11. 

I wa.s greatly touched by your feeling references to Mahatma 
Gandhi~ It shows that t.hc1·e are OCMsions when we can 
transcend the tmdit.i.onal differences between the Ea8t and West 

·and that all citizens of the country, irrespective of caste,_ creed or 
colour can share the same sentiments. The resolution passed by 
you was quite becoming of your great organisation ·and your 
appreciation of G<tndhiji's ideals and your resolve to follow them 
are vet·y laudable indeed. 

Before I proceed to deal . with- some of specific points raisGd 
bs: you, I would like to l!lt\ke !Jr few :prelimi~ary observ<ttions \'t·hi~h 
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may help to clarify the -background against which, in my opinion, 
such problems should be viewed. The impact of recent events on 
us has been terrific. '£ho emergence from war to peace; is in 
itself a period of a~xious. transition. In our case this has also 
coincided with the change-over from dependence to independence, 
followed~ by the partition of tho country and the consequent 
turmoil; and all this has come upon us in such rapid suo cession 
and we overwhelmed by !;!O many immediate problems, 
economic, and administrative, that if there is ~some 
confusion somewhere, it should .not be considered as too gloomy 
a portent of the future. It may cause some unea.siness but should 
not give ris~ to any serious misgivings. 

Viewed on a larger canvas, there are signs of change almost 
everywhere in the world. 'rhe old order seems to be in the 
p1·ocoss of a radical change and the. empl1asis is shifting slowly 
in some countries but rapidly in others the emergence 
of the common man in the foreground. In own country, 
also, you have no doubt noticed this chango. But this noed not 
and should not cause any undue alarm, Whether it is duo to 
tbe compulsion of events OI' to the evolutionary processes of 
history, 'need not concern us, But not only is the spirit of chitnge 
in tho air a powerful force but I do not also soe any reason 
why we should impede it. Change of any kind is naturally· 
followed by some regrets somewhere but we should accept it as 
the inevitable law of tbo universe. All that we sho11ld be con
cerned with is to see that the country, as a result of the passing 
of the old order, is not poorer -but richer, the people happier and 
our prospects in eYory sphere brighter tl1an before. I can assurll 
you that those at the helm of affairs in these difficult times are 
anxious to see that the change is not fraught with any dire conse
quences. 

You hrwe referred to the question of nationalisation and ex
pressed your anxiety in regard to lhe future of private enterprise 
in this country, In my opinion the recent speech of the Prime 
Minister of Inrlia in the Constituent Assembly and also at the 
recent meeting of the All-India Congress Committee should set at 
rost any doubts, if they still exist, regs.rding the policy of t-he 
Governmen~. This should prove re-assuring to even the most 
pessimistiC amongst yon. It is tli'e clear anrl unequivocal policy 
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of the GoverrimEmt not to impede the pressing needs of production 
by any big up~setting factor involved in the prucoss of sudden 
nationalisation. It is.also not tho int_ontion of the Government 
to waste their resources, none too substantial as these are, in the 
near future in trying to nationalise existing industries except 
where it is absolutely essential. Moreover, the Government after 
tackling the many immediate and .~tupondous problems with tho 
existing administrative and technical machinary with all its limita
tions can hardly be expectad to undertake the baffling burden 
which a system of complete nationalisation will doubtless impose. 
They may, of course, start some select industries of their own in 
tho interest of larger production which, nevertheless, will still 
let>ve a wide enough scope for private enterprise to grow. In 
other words, -the government will allow all these three sectors, 
viz., existing industries, State-controlled now industries and private 
enterprise to operate in harmony and without conflict M that tho 
combined efforts of all these throe may increase our industrial 
output. I do not, therefore, seo any reason why there should be 
unnecessary alarm, at this stago, as regards the future of private 
enterpriso. in this country. It should, however,- be rCil.Iised that 
the old concept of laissez faire is fast disappearing from the eco
nomic code all over the world, and if there is a larger meRsure of 
State regulation in the larger interests of the country in the near 
future, this should not be constru'ed as any unjustifiable encroach
ment on private enterprise. I have set out my own views in this 
rega~d as clearly as I could enunciate them in my Budget speech 
as ttlso in my reply to the Budget debttte which probably have 
come under ~'our 'notice. I hope ·all these enunciations of policy 
will rilmove any misgivings that the Government are not going 
to afford all reasonable opportunities to private enterprise to 
function without any serious dislocation. Nevertheless, it wo~lld 
be prudent to recognise that Socialisation is the ultimate gottl, 
not only of the Government of this country but almost everywhere 
in the world. But the process, I can assure you, would be grttdual 
so that it_ may not suddenly uproot any existing interests. I hope 
the taxation policy of the Central Government . which will be 
known by to-morrow evening may help yon to correctly gauge 
the intentions of the Government. 

Regarding the 
;vonr misgivings 

Managing Agency you havo expressed 
the rolicr· adumbrated by the Economic 
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Committee Report of the All-India Congress Committee. I yield 
to none in my aPpreciation of the role tlmt the system has played 
up to the present in ~he industrialhmtion of this country. As 
one views_ the industrial development o£ this country from the 
beginning right up to the present day, one can see tho hand of 
tho Managing Agents largo across it. By taking risks in 
the complex process starting industries and providing Cl\pital 
and m~;tnagerial and technical personnel, they performed a most 
important part in setting up industries in this country. I do not 
also deny that for quicker industrialisation there will yet be 
need for the system to exist under revised conditions and safe
guards. While I say this, I express my doubt at tho same time 
whether in the modern trend of economic ideals the syr-;tem can 
hope to undure for a very long time. \Veil stl\rted on the road 
of industrird development and with the growth of a 
of managerial and technical skill, the country may no 
need the fostering care of Managing Agents and the syStem 
will have outlived its utility. I am not aware that tho system 
flourished at any time in any country tlmt is i'ndustrially 
advttnced to-day. 

You have referred J.o tho question of return to shareholders 
on this context. I am aware that tho Managing Agency system, 
by distributing large profits, has earned a good deal of popuhuity. 
But that, by itself, be tbe only criterion of Hs utility Ot" 

justification of its It cannot be denied that it has 
tended to concentrate wealth and. economic powers in a few 

"bands and modern democratic tendencies have naturally begun 
to frown on it. This is not to suggest that tbe system should be 
rejected off-hand on mere doctrinnn.ire principles. On tho 
contrary, I feel, on very importttnt practical considerations, that 
the system, which has given an impetus to quick nnd effective 
industrialisation in India, has not quite played out its rol~ and 
for some time yet it should continue with necessary adjustments 
and prop·er safeguards. Reputable firms of Managing Agents, 
with thei'r resources of knowledge and do still enjoy 
tho special advantage of attracting the capital for 
industrial enterprise on ttccount of the confidence they have of 
private investors in this country, 

It is also no longer in accord with prosent trends to give 
unrestricted freedom to industrial enterprise, to choose its own 
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form of management. 'l'his can hardly be tbe policy of any 
progressive o.nd enlightened government to-day. L do not suggc~t 
that tho Government should intorfere needles!!ly or even fro-

management. But in the larger interests 
the country and in conformity witl1 modern tendencies a 

popular Government is expected to guard ,against abuses. It is 
also to- be realised that in the Constitution now being fmmed with 
universal adult franchise as its main cornerstone, the common 
man will llave the largest voice in Rlmping the country's industrial 

The common man of to-monow will not be like his 
but more inteifigent, better educated, more knowledgeable 

and cavable of undertaking gl'eater responsibilities. He is going 
to have a decisive voice in the shape of t,hings to come and there 
is likely to be mOre lnsis~ent demand for a thorough overhaul of 
our existing economic system. But he may not, merely for the love 
of c!mnge, scrap every old ins(;itutiou, especially ~hen he finds 
that it may impede the production of wealth. But I am afraid the 
old days of large scale profits ha\'e passed, perhaps never to return. 

. Tur.ning to the food problem, I inay sn.y I f~Ily recognise the 
di~euHies yoa have referred to in connection with any precipitous 

~~:Icp~I:fu~:coantrol of food, As you must hav~ noticed, while we 
g decontrol mother commodities 

We have not rice in tho interest of the City of 
Calcutta, the feeding of whose lfl:rge population is one 
of the foremost, and, may I add, concerns of the 
Gover~ment. I can assure you that whatever policy we may 
adopt m future, the need of the large industrial population in 
and around Calcutta will bo given the utmost consider.ition. ": 

Nat~rally enough the problem of labour lms figured promi
nently Ill your address. I am aware that the situation created in 
the labour ranks by interested agencies has not 
hamper production but has also become a factor only tei~ded to 
the business community. As I have indio t '. of uneasmess to 
policy of the Government is t £ II a ed ill the Assembly, the 

process of settling labour disput;e~ i: ;~c~ nt~:ral. sequence in the 
be conciliation, and, }ailing this, arbitrati fhst sta.g~ would 
labour and management can hope to get a on .. In my OPIJHOn both 
machinery, It is most unfortnnate thats~uate ~eal from such .a 

many cases become a convenient tool. in tbe :::~~· o~f f!~:~t~;: ~~ 
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discord wh~se interest is alway>; io fish in troubled waters. l most 
wholeheadodly deprecate such violent and disruptive tendencies 
which are calculated to·ret.rtrd production and react adversely on 
labour itself. 1'he Government consider this tendency to be a 
serious monaco to the cause of progress. It is no longer possible, 
however, to treat labour in the same old fashion as in the p:tsL In 
order tbat labour may be enabled to place their just demands 
effectively, i~ would be our policy to encourage trade unions 
organised on sound lines so that labour can have a fair deal. But 
the difficulty is that labour in our country being mostly illiterate, 
some- so-called labour leaders, in ord_er to serve their own politicittl 
ends, utilise them to their advantage, disregarding the important 
fact that in the prodnctive process, labour ts not the only factor to 
be considered and there are others, such as shareholders, manage
rial-- and technical personnel and consumers, who must also be 
considered. As regards the conflicting findings of the Arbitration 
JI'ribunals to which you have made a l'eference, I may assure you 

' that I shall bring these- to the notice of my Hon'ble colleague, the 
Labour Minister, and the Govei·nmcnt will surely give these their 
clue consider'aHon. 

As I have said in my Budget statement, it would be our 
eamest endeavour to keep a friendly commercial and economic 
relation between the two Dominions, particularly between E!lst 
and West Bengal which only a few months ago WGre parts of a 
United Bengal. In fostering such a relation which is mutually 
beneficial, your groat organisation, many members of which are 
doing business in the other pi·ovincc, can play a very groat part for 
keeping the relation between tho two friendly. I hope you will 
not mind my saying that apart from other considerations, from the 
point of view of your own interest, _also, such a 1·elation should be 
encouraged by all means, becaus~ 'if the minority community, 

·which is the backbone of the industrial and commercial lifo of East 
Bengal feels con:;traiued to leave their provinoe under a sense of 
frustration, it will undoubtedly react o.dvorsoly on you also at least 
for some time. ~You are welcome to render unto East Bengal all 
help and assistance to enable her to find her feet in trade and 
industry, but we shall, at the same time, expect that whatever you 
may do you will please see _that it does not adversely affect the 
interests of the Indian Union in which you have your Principal 
seat of business. 
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I have listened with great. concern to your remarks regarding 
the confusion created by the jute quota distribution. Oomplain~s 
have reached me from various sections of the business community 
as also from some of the foreign consulates in this regard, Jute 
is a mtttter of vitfll concern to West Bengal and I readily agree 
to your request to use our good offices with the Central Govern. 
mont, As I have stll.ted in the Assembly, I sho.\1, in due course, 
make a statomen~ on the resuh of our discussion with the 
Central Government, 

I must express my sincere thanks to you, both on behalf of 
my colieagues and myself for the kind assurance of co-operation 
which you have extended to us on behalf of your Chamber. I 
very much welcome this gesture of goodwill on your part and I 
think I express the sentiments of my colleagues also when I say 
that we would !l\ways value your co-operation in the develop
ment of this province in the service of which your contribution 
has been so striking, 

Mr. President, I do not know if I have sounded a note of 
optimism or of gloom. But I believe that if, in these difficult 
and changing times, we take a long view of our problems and the 
Government and the people and the business community, in short, 
all who are deeply concerned in our country's welfare-co
operate with the firm resolve to work for a steadier and brighter 
future, our problems are not so stupendous that they cannot be 
resolved. by our concerned effort. All that is wanted is the will 
to succeed, courage in the faco of troublos and faith in tbe ultimate 
bright destiny of our country, In all this, I am sure, I can count 
on !our help, co-operation and good wishes. (Loud Applause) 

MR. A, P. BENTHALL, 

Mr. Barker and Gentlemen, 

It is my privilege, Sir, to propose on behalf of this Chamber 

.:0~;:~i:~~of~er 0:dt!::~:~o::~u for so kindly attending ou 1• meeting 

. _we realise the heavy pressure under which the Hon'blc 
Mm~~ters lJava_to.:vork and we appreciate the sacrifice which is 
entatled by thou VIsit to-day. We hope, howovG~r, that this will 
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not be the only occasion on which the Prime M ini~ter or seni~~ 
member of the Government will attend our meotmg, . tru 
that vour visit to-day will prove to be a precedent b~ wlncl~ y~u 

y~m- successor in office will address us on tins occaswn m 
future years. 

Before concluding, I should like to remind me_mbers that t~1e 

Hot;'ble Ministers will now probably wish to wtthdraw .. Wlnle 
they are leaving', the meeting will adjourn for a few mmutos, 
but 011 .tho return of the President to the Chair, the agenda of the 
meeting will be resumed. 

J now on behalf of the Bengal Cl1amber of Com:nerco offer 
you, Sir, our most sincere thanks. 

(The Hou'ble Fimmce Minister then withdrew from the 
meeting). 

THE PRESIDENT:~ 

Gentlemen, as you will have seen from thP agenda, we have 
now a certain amount of formal business to transact, 

You have had in your hands for some days the 1947 report 
and accounts of the Chamber to be presented to this meeting for 
adoption. 

As regards finance, the Licensed Measurers Department with 
the assistanCe of a 30% smcharge on their rates finished the year 
with the small surplus .. of income over expenditure amounting to 
Rs. 9,086/~ after meeting the enhanced charges, particularly 
establishment charges, to which wo have all been subjoct during 
a ya!lr of rising costs and inflflted values. In view of the increas
ing uncertainty of tho trade of the port dming the coming year, 
especially with the suspension of gunny shipments due to the 
"quota" confusion to which I have already referred the 
Commit~ec of Management- of the Department will be 
reviewing tho DeparLU:Jent's financial position as a whole to ensure 
as far as possible ·that income will be sufficient to cov.er the 
anticipated expenditure. 

As your President pointed out a year agg, tho adjustments 
made in August 1946 in clerical and subordin&te staff salariol,l 
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and dearness allowance have had their full effects on tho 
Secretarial Dei_:lartment du,ring 1947 and have resulted in a 
deficit of Rs. 1,40,209/~ to which falls to -be added the Hoyal 
Exchange deficit of. Rs. 23,269-13-0. This result, which was 
anticipated, has been unavoidable in a Department whose income 
has had to be adjusted retrospectively to cove1: its 
eas'ential [am glad to say that steps have been 
taken bY the Chamber Committee to ensure, W:ith the minimum 
repercussions on members and conneded Assp_ciations, that 
HUffi6ient income will be availEt_ble this year and next to restore 
our financial position and avoid further ini'oads into the Ch11mber's 
small capital reserves,. In common with others we are faced 
with demands on the part of the clerical and subordinate staff 
notwithstanding a complete recent review of their terms of 
service and it will now fall to the "Industrial Disputes Tribunal 
(Mercantile)" to give an award on the outstanding points. 'We have 
gone a long way to meet all re\J-SOnablc grievances of the -staff 
concerned and consider that the terms offered a1•e re"asonablo and 
fair. 

Gentlemen, I now invite .members to comment on ·the repor·t 
and accoUnts ()1' to address tho meeting on any subjects of interest 
to the mercantile community. 

There being no -questions or comments, the President then 
moved Resolution I :-

"That the Repart be e.ecepted and the Acco11nh paued ". 

Mr. J. R. 0. Taylor, O.I.E., seconded tlt.e ·resolution which was 
pnt to the meeting and carried unanimously, 

THE PRESIDENT-Resolution II on the agenda_ I now move 
as follows:-

"That the election by the Committ~e of the following firm 1 and 
compQnies be, and io her~ by, confirmed:-

Chamber Members : 

1. Alkali & Chemical Corporation of ,India Ltd. 
2. Associated Instrument Manufactmers (India) Ltd. 
3. G. Atherton & Co., Ltd. 
4, Babco<:k & Wilcox onndia Ltd, 
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5. Birkmyre Bros·. Ltd. 
6, British Tabulating Machine Co., Ltd, 
7, Garritt Moran & Co., Ltd. 
8, Columbia Gramophone Co., of India·Ltd. 
9. W. S. Cresswell & Co., Ltd. 

10. A. w: Figgis & Co., Ltd, 
11. The Indian Ca·ble .Co,, Ltd. 
12. Jardine Henderson Ltd 
13. Kaye Marden & Co., (Ettstern) L.td. 
14. Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 

· 15, Mirlees Watson Co,, Ltd. 
16, Phipson & Co., Ltd, 

17, The Power Gas Corporation Ltd, 
18. Queensland In"Surance Co., Ltd. 
19. ·Harold F. Ritchie (India) Ltd 
20. A. J. Shellim & Co., Ltd. 
21. J. Thomas & Co., Ltd. 
22. J. 'l'hom?-S & Co. (Jute & Gunnie) Ltd. 
23. Weddel (India) Ltd: 
24. James Wright Ltd. 

Associate Members : 

Air France, 

Firestone Tyre & Rubber Co., of India Ltd. 
Freedom-Valvoline Oil Co. 

The Groat American Insurance Co,, Ltd. 
National Cash Register Co. 
Nestle's Products (India) Ltd. 

Mr. G. W, Gemmell seconded the resolution which was carried 
unanimously. 

THE PRESIDENT :-Gentlemen, I now report as follows the 
result of the voting for the Committee of the Chamber for the 
ensuing year :-

President·: 

Mr. A. P. Benthall. 

Vice-President : 

Mr. A. J·. Elkins, C.B.E. 
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Committee Members: 

Mr. W. A. Bell 
L. P. S. Bourne 

, Neil Brodie, O.I.E. 
,, A. L. Cameron 
, J. McFarla~e·, M.O. 

Sir. Charles Miles, O.B.E. 
Mr. A. C. Watkins 

I have also to thank Mr. Toft of· Messrs. PriM Waterhouse 
"Peat & Co. and Mr. Arthur of· Messrs. Lovelock & Lawes for 
continuing the :past practice by giving-their services as scrutineers 
-of the voting papers. 

Will the Vice~ President please move resolution III. ? 

MR. A. P. BENTHALL. 

~afore moving the important Resolution whi9h stands in my 
name I should like to take the opportunity of thanking. you vel'Y 

sincerely for the great honour you have done me in electing me 
your President for the coming year. I realise the magnitude of 
the responsibility which will fall on me and the extent of the 
difficulties which lie ahead. But I know that the Vice-President 
-and Committee whom you have elected will givo me every possible 
support. For my part, I shall do my best,to jusGify the trust ~you 
have shown in me. 

I 'now beg to propose-

"That Messrs. Lovelock and Lewes be and arc hereby re-appointed 

Auditors to the Chamber at the same remuneration na before," 

The resolution, seconded by Mr. D. Inglis Duff, was carried 
<manimously. 

MR. P. F. S, WARREN:~ 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,-It ism~· happy privilege this 
afternoon to propose a vote of thanks to the outgoing Committee. 

-as pir:s:=::!Y ;:e~:g it~etle,~d products of this body's deliberations, 
. . . "form of the numerous reports, circulars 

and other commumca.tlOns which constitute such a valuable 
feature of the Chambers activities, we al'e, perhaps apt to take a, 

( 27 ) 

·good dea,l for granted and o.verlook the gro~t amount of time and 
thought involved; bUt having once had the honour of serving on 
it myself, I well know how exacting the duties can be. Yet even 
so, I feel that my own small experience must be child's play 
compared with the endless uncertainties, sudden shocks and 
mounting difficulties with which they have been faced in their 
'term of office, Indeed, having succeeded in escaping most of the 
troubles by being on leave, I- must confess that I was' agreeably 
surprised on my return to find them :ill so very much alive and 
kicking, and we are fortunate in having had such a sturdy band 
to look -.after .our· interests through a period of such exceptional 
trials, 

It is, therefore, with a heightened sense of obligation that. 
I ·ask_ you to join with me in expressing our warmest aPpreciation 

-ot'all their arduous and devoted labours on our behalf, to 'which 
-end I now have pleas1.1re in proposing that a cordial vote of thanks 
be accorded to the Vice-President and other Gentlemen of th8 

-outgoing Committee for their successful management of the affairs 
of the Chamber dnring the past year. (Ap;ilmose): 

-MR. G. EUTHYMOPULO :-

It is my pleasure and privilege to propose a hearty vote ·of 
thanks to the retiring President of the Chamber, Sir Hugh 
Cumberbatch. I need not enlarge on the onerous and complicated 
duties which devolve on the President of the Chamber in these 

-extremely difficult times. This must be obvious to everybody 
here. Bes'ides, Mr. Warren has just emphasised all of this, and 
if the Vice President and Committee have so much· to do, you 
may well imagine that the President has even greater calls on 
his time and energy. 

What I would particularly like to say, however, is the 
following. I have been in this country for 36 years: I have 
listened to n:tany a presidential speech, but I have seldom heard 
a more courageous, sincere and outright speech than that 
delivered by Sir Hugh in his presidential address t.o the Asso
ciated Chambers of Commerce last December, and.also his spee_ch 
today. Everything he says is outright and _to the point, and 
whatever modicum of criticism it may receiVe, he has done 
the right thing at the right moment and said nothing but the 
;actual truth . 

y; - ; 
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When I think that at the time of-the Associated Ohitmbers' 
meeting his health was not of the _best, and that shortly after 
delivering that presidential speech, he h~d to enter a Nursing 
Home and submit himself to an urgent operation, his perforlnanco 
is the more praise-worthy, and we can all rev.lise the strain which 
he must have undergone during those days. 

I hear ·with regret· that. Sir Hugh Cumberbatch will be 
retiring from India shortly: may I wish him and Lady Cumberbatcli, 
On behalf of us all, many happy years in Europe (if this is 
possible under present conditionst and assure him that we shall 

. always remember him. Good luck to them both. (Loud Applause). 

THE PRES!DEN'f 

I most sincerely thank you, Mr. Warren, and you, Mr. Euthy
mo:Poulo,. on behalf of the Vice-Presidetit and out~going Committ'ee 
as·weU as on in"y own behalf, for the very nice thingS you have· 
;aid about us all and. al~o you, Gentlemen, for the way in which 
yo~ have so kindly endorsed them. It is very much appreciated. 

Mr. Tasker and Mr. Orr Deas, two members of laSt year's 
Con;mittee, retired during the. year, and I would like to thank them 
for the.ir labours on our behalf and wish them many years of 
happiness in their retirement. · 

Before sittirig (!own, I wi~h to record my deep gratitude to our 
Secretary, Mr. Fairbairn, and to his staff. Nothing has been too 
much or too difficult for him and his staff and while I am ffiost 
thankful for the unceasing alld invaluable help to me, it. is not I 
alone .who should be thankful but every one who as members 
benefit from this very first-class Mr. Fairbairn is 
proceed_ing on leave Shortly and I am sure you will all join meo 
in wishing him the happy holiday with his family which he has 
so richly earned. (Applriuse), 

There being no further 
terminated. 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN 

Bec1·etnry. 

B. P. W.-2~-3-48-500 

business, the proceedings then 

H. D. CUMBERBATCH 

President. 
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NOTE 
It 'was custOmary, Prior to the year'Hl4-2, for the Chamber to issue a 

preliminary Report in this form·, for-adoption at the Annual .General ·Meeting 
,-in accordlillce with·thc provisions ·of- the, Chaillbor~s .Articles· of Associatio~; 

and subsequently to republish_ nild circulate the report as a bound volume 
(~p~inclu~ivoof~hc'follo":ing-~ddit~onul pap'er§ and .appendices:-

.-"': {1) Pro~eedings of the-Annual Genoral Meeting of the Chamber. 
{21 Bengal Chamber of Commerce,__: 

(a) List of mmubhs of _the Chamber. 

_ {b)_ Li~t of representatives of the Chamber on various bodies. 

{c) 'Oo1niuittea and 'Sub-Committees of. tho Cluunber lll!d of recognised 
Assodatioll~. 

. {3) (a) Memornndum'nud Art!oles of As~ooiation'orthc Chamber. 
tb) Rules:and'Rngulations o( tho Chamber_ProVidont_ Fund. 

(4) Tribunal qf Arbitration and Survey Dop'nrtment :
(a) Rules. 
(b)- Scil!cs'ofFoes. 

to) List of ArbitratOrs and_ .Surveyors for Piece-goods, jute and jute 
manufactures, Misccl!aneoris Goods. 

(5) Comp'nrativo statement of prices of silver: rates· of exchange: r~mitta.ncoS to 
Homo Treasu.ry and gold Ue!d in EuropNin Banks. 

(6) Index k _Chamber rulingH. 
(7) Qhamber RulingsNosl.tol5. 
(SJ- Chamber forms of Boat Note, 

(9) OonVclcsioil Of sterling freight into Indian cmroncy, 
· {10) ConferenCe Rill of Lading,· 

{11) Sche"dulo of oommissio~ ohRi-ges. 

(12) Torlnago Schedule nnd Measurement Rules for tile Port of Oaicutta. 
(13) Notes Ori the above Schedule. 
(1_4~ Toa~ago Schedule for Pori of Rangoon. 

(l5! Money, weigh-ts il.nd ~easurea o_f Ce~lon; ~hin~,India -ot~~· 
Tho_ugh there has . been a fur~her improvement" recently_ in· tho paper 

su~ply iJOsiti_?n, the Chamber has. yet Dot .found it posSible to revert to the. 
pre-war_ pr~ot~~e referred. to above.- There --wi!I accordingly- this year, be no 

:;::~:::~~:t -i~~~t:~~b:~o~:td_t~!:h:~he _ foreggiog additional papers arid 

(a) ltoms .(1) and (2)Will be issuei i,n Heparate pamPhlet form. 

(b) Ite_.ms (3) and (4) Willhe made 11\'ai!able to ·any member r~quiring a11d 
~ applying for cOpies. 

(c) The_ inforniatiou.oontainild in item (5) will b_o supplied -to any intorested 1\ 
momber9napp\ica'tion-. ''1 .• 

(d) Ito~~;,;'~~:~::·,:~:~:,:~::~;;;,''"iod, '" ioho fo""d ioVoru~o 1. i ·' 
Similarly there- will· agai~ :be' no.pubiication,_ £his year "of the former ~-.; · 

''Co~responden~o" a:nd ~'Statistics" Yolumes_(Il and liij of the' ChambCr Repoi:t 1 
t~e iSSue of Which was discontinued in 1940/41. 

D. C.FAmnAmN,-
Secretary. 
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BENGAL C.HAMBER OF COMMERCE 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1947, 

Ths Committee of the Bpngal Chamber of Commerce have now 
the honour to submit to the members of the Chamber their repor~ 
for tho year 1947. 

Committee :-The following gentlemen were elected to the 
Committee at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on 
the 28th Februp.ry 1947. P1·esident-Mr. (now Sir) H. D. Cumber
batch, (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.); JTice-P?·esident-Mr. A. P: 
.Benthall, (Messrs. Bird & Co.) ; Members-Mr. W. A. Bell, (Imperial 
Chemioai Industries (India} Ltd.); Mr. A •. J', Elkins, a. B. E. 
(Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & CQ.); Mr. H. W. T. HBin, O.B.E., 
(Messrs. Braithwaite & Co. (India) Ltd,): Mr. (now Sir) C. W. 
Miles, O.B.E. (Messrs, Shaw, Wallace & Co.) ; Mr. A. T. Ot·r 
Deas, M.a., (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co,) ; Mr. E. A. 
Paterson, {Messr's, Jardine, Henderson Ltd.); Mr. L. 0. Tasker, 
(The Chartered Bank of India, Australia & China), 

The following oha.nges took plaoe during the year. In july 
Mr. L. 0. Tasker resigned his seat in view of his impending retire· 
mont from India. and Mr. A. C. Watkins {The Chartered Bank of 
India., Australia. and China.) w&s elected t~ fill the vacancy. In 
Ssptsmber Mr. A. T. Orr Dea.s resigned his seat as he was proceed~ 
ing out of India. for a period of some months: the Committee 
elected Mr. L. P. B. Bourne of the same firm to take his place.· 

With the passing of the Indian Independence Act, 1947, 

Council ol St4te, the Council of State ceased to 
function. 

One of the immediate effects of the tr11nsfer of power on 

W11st B11ng4l l.egi.sllltivr~ Auembly. August 15th and· the division of 
Bengal into the two Indian and 

Pakistan provinces of West Bengal and En.st Bengal, was that 
under· the Indio. ( Provincial Legislatures) Order 1947, which 
came into force' from tba.t da.te, the fourteen seats previously 
held in the Bengal Assembly by representatives of the resPective 

--· ·- --------·-·- ·--- -- ·- -·;::- ·- t' 
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constitu'encie~ of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the Indian 
Jute Mills Association, the Indian Mining Association, the Indian 
•reU: Association and the Calcutta Trades Association, were reduced 
to two-one for the member elected from tho Bengo.l Cho.mber 
Constituency and the other for representation of a combined Con. 
stituency of the four Associations. named above. The choice of 
candidates is at present confined to those whose names appear on 
the electoral rolls of either one or the other of these constituencies 
and- on these two members rests the· responsibility of presenting 
the viewpoint of the commercial and industrial interests in West 
Bengal which the t;.vo new constituencies represent. 

The members of the West Bengal Legislative Ar:.sembly rn· 
presenting the two Constituencies have recently been elected. Mr. 
.J. R. Walker has been returned by the Chamber Constituency and 
Mr. C. E. Clarke, Master of the Calcutta Trades ABsociation, 
represents the Constituency comprised of that Association, tbs 

Jute Mills, Tea and Mining Associations. 
!\ · Ul 
I i :iJ~ The repreSentatives of the Chamber on the Calcutta POl't Oom-ll ::111 Calcutta Potl Commis.ion. mission at the close of 1947 

.' 

.. 

''': 

;·,···•·,,l'ijli, were :-Mr. Neil Brodie, C. I.E. ·_ (Messrs, Ghtdstone, Wyllie & Co,), Mr. {now Sir) H. D. Cumber-
batch (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.), Mr. A. J. Elkins, C.B.E. 

(Me~srs. Gillandere, Arbuthnot & Co.), Mr. J. F. Elton (Messrs. 
Kilburn & Co,), Mr. J, Morehead (Messrs, Turner, Morrison & Co. 

'~'' Ltd.); Mt. A. T. Orr Deas (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.). 

' i1•. ·,· .. 'f·'.'·'.'ll~·'.• With the expiry of the term of office of Mr. J, Morehead on 3rd 
_. January 1948, the Committee elected Mr. J, Aitken (Messrs. Jn.me,q 

1·) :rl ~ Finlay & Co,, Ltd,) to fill the vacancy. 

I [ .. >!:] R His term of office expiring on the 20th March 1947 
:• ; •ij '; M,, (now Si,) H. D. Oumb"bMoh '"' co-elected fo,• a fu'tb" P"iod ll :;i1 ~ of two years. Mr. A. R. Eliott Lockhart, C.I.E, (Messrs. Gladstone, ! .. [<1.':

1
,! r.:.: Wyllie & Co.) was elected as a representative on the Calcutta Port 

~ _ .. j:· :·
1 

Commission for a period of six months from 7th June 1947 in place 

IiI;,': ;_ :! o~1~e ~e~r~~~j~ E~~i~::~~·B. ~.\::~.!~e ~~~~~:e:ith ~:~~~e ~~~~ 'I~ ~ j::j ~ the Committee re·elected him for a further term of two years. :Mr. 
1 i !;'i ~ Elkme took leave from the 20th October 1947 to the 25th JanuarY 
j1

, 1 i 194B and Mr. J. H. Willson was elected to serve on tho Crdcutta 
I : 11~ 1 ~ Port Comm1ss1cn for tha.t period, Mr, Elkins resumed, 

',,1-- --
1~ 1&-?---------..,.-~ -- ~-- -----

" . 

I,> 
At the beginning of the year the Bengal Chamber of OommerC'\9 

Cfllcutla Municipal Corpor<~tion. 

following Councillors :-

Oonstitu~ncy was represented on 
the Corporation of Calcutta by the 

Mr. J. N. Smart (Leader), Messrs. Landale & Clark Ld.; 
Mr. J. N. Birch, Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., Lei.; Mr. E. H. 
Edney, Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ld,; Mr. W. R. 
Humphrey, Messrs. Kilburn & Co,; Mr. A, .A.. Wise, Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & Co,, Ld.; Mr. C. W. 'rassie, Messrs. James 
Finlay & Co., Ld. 

Mr. F. Spence was later elected to the vacn.ncy co. used by the 
resignation of Mr. Smart. Mr. Humph1;oy was replaced by 
Mr. W, G. Cross of the Calct1tta Trai-nways Co., ·Ld., and Mr. Birch 
by Mr. J, A. Benjamin of Messrs. Innes Watson & Co. On the 
resignation of Mr. Edney, the Hon'ble G. Holland Hastings of the 
Planters Stores & Agoucy Co., -Ld. was elected in his place, 

~1'. '1'. Godley (The Caloutta Tramways Co.,Ld.) continues as 

Cnlcutta lmp~ovement TruoL the representative of'the Chamber 
on the Board of Trustees for the 

Improvement of Calcutta. He was re~elected on the expiration of 
his term of office on the 14th March 1947. 

'l'he representatives o£ -the Chamber on the Bengal Boiler 

Bengal Boiler Commiuion. Commission are :-Mr. G. p, 
bbestney (Messrs. Burn & Co.) 

and Mr. J. M. G1•ant (Clive Jute Mills). 

The Chamber re~nominated Mr. C. B. Corbett (Messrs. 

Bonrd of Exnminen for-Boiler 
Attendflnto. 

ants. 

Macneill & Oo.) as its representa-
tive on the re~constHuted Board 
of Examiners for B.oiler Attend-

Mr. A. Nicoll (M'annger,-Union ·North Jute·Mill) and Mr. R. J, 

OliVer r(Messrs. Martin & Co.) 
Bens-al SmOke Nuiunc~• Commiuion. are the- .representatives of the 

Chamber on this: Commission. 
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Mr. L. P. S. Bourne (Messrs. Mackinnon Macken~de & Co.) is Mr. E. Goode (Messrs. Oox & Kings (Agents) Ltd.) was 

' 

the representative of the Chamber appointed to "serve on this Com-
Indian Coal Grading Board. on this Board. ~:~d:Y Advisory Committee, Howrah mittee which was constituted 

Mr R. R. Hogarth (Messrs. James· Finlay & Co., Ld.} was the 
' representative of the Chamber 

~:~~:~~~a~~:"b~~:ftf~!. Corporation on this Committee throughout the 

year. 

Mr. G. Troup, A. M. 1. E. E. (The. Calcutta Electric Supply I 
Corporation Ltd.) served as the 

Th" E\.,c:tric Llc.,noing Board, B~ngal. representative. of the Chamber on 

this Board throughout the year. 

Mr. F. F. M. Ferguson, (Dunlop Rubber Co. (India) Ltd.) pon~ 
tinued to represent tht; Chamber 

Bongal Board of Communications. ' on the Board of Communications. 

Mr. R. J. L. Oakley (Messrs. Kilburn & Co.) is the represent~~ 
tive of the Chamber on thts 

Calcutta Traffic Adviu>ry Board. Board. 

Mr. A. H. Syme (Messrs. A. M. Mair & Co.) was the rep!;esenta
tive of the Chamber on this Com-

lndi~n. Central Jute Committee. mittee during the year. 

Mr. W. Morrison (Manager, Angus Jute Mill) and Mr. A. Hays 
(Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen & Co. 

Bengal T":dilc Inotitute, Ser11,mporo. Ld,) are the representatives of tho 

Chamber on the Managirig Committee of this Institute, 

The Chamber's representatives on the Auxiliary Force 

The Auxi\iuy Force Act 1920 : 
Advil<>rr Committee. 

Advisory Committee are : Mr. 
A. J. Elkins, C.B.E., (Messrs . 
Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) Col. 

W. H. Grice (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ld,) · 

In view of the decision made by the Ministry of Railways 
(Railway Board) that no Chamber 

E. I. R. Local Advilol')' Committee. 
of Commerce be permitted more 

than one repl'E:'sentative on a Local Advisory Committee the 
representation of this Chamber has been reduced from two to one. 
The Chamber's representative now on the East Indian Railway 
Loc!!.l Advisory Committee is Mr. J, R. C. Taylor, O.I.E. {Burm~ 

Shell Oil Storage & Distributing Co., of India Ld.) 

in the -"middle of the year by the 
East Indian Railway, Howrah Station in order to assist mill, 
factory proprietors and traders in general with regard to facilities 
required in connection with bookil1g and delivery of goods. 

On the retirement from India of the Sir Hal'ry Townend 

s.,ngttl Nngpur Railwn) :Local Ad- the Chamber nominated Mr. (now 
visory C<>mmitt~e. Sir) C. Vll. Miles, O.B.E., as are

presentative on the Local Advi-
sory Committee. 

Tho reprE:'sentatives of t1l0 Chamber· on the Commercial Panel 

Rni!w.,yRdeoAdviooryC<>mmiue.,, of the Railway Rates Advisory 
Committee al'e tho following: 

Mr. I. G. Kennedy, c. D. E., (Messrs. Jardine, Henderson Ltd.) repre~ 
senting the jute trade; Mr. R. H. D .. Campbell {Messrs. Shaw, 
Wallace & Co.) ropresenti11g the grain seed and petroleum trade. 
Ml'. H. C. Bannerman (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) repl'osenting th~ 
tea trade; Mr. D. F. Macmillan (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.) 
representing the coal trade; and Mr. D. G. Sevastopulo (Messrs. 
Ralli Brothers Ltd.) representing gsneral trade, 

In March Sir John Burder (Messrs. Jardine, Henderson Ltd,) 

lndinn Tea Market Expansion Bonrd. resigned his seat· on his departure 
to the Ll. K. and tho Chamber 

nominated Mr. E. E. Corstorphino to fill the vacancy. The other 
representative of the Chamber on this Board is Mr. A. B. Jamieson 
(The National Bank of India Ld.) 

Mr. J, P. Young (Messrs, Angelo Bros. Ltd.) and Mr. G. C . 

IndiAn L,.c Ceu Committee. Georgiades (Messrs. Ralli 
Brothers Ltd.) are at present the 

representatives of the Chamber on the GQverning Body of the 
Indian Lac Cess CommittE:'e. 

Mr. W. Withall (Messrs. Bird & Co.) l1ns been nominated as the 

c.,mpbell Hoopit11l Vioiting 
Committee. 

representative of the Chamber on 
tl1e re~constituted Campbell 
Hospitn.l Visiting Committee. 
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Mr. R. J. R. Davidson (Messrs. Andrew Yule & c"o., Ltd.) 
was re-nomina.ted as the re-

·~=!i:;:,ne;e Ho•pital• Viliting presenta.tive of the Chamber on 
the reconstituted Visiting Com

mittee of the Msdica.l College Hospitals. 

Mr. H. W. T. Hain, O.BoE., (Messrs. Braithwaite & Co. (India) 
Ltd.) succeeded Mr. E. A. Pa.ters~m 

Mayo Ho•pital:GoverningBody. 
(Messrs. Ja.rdine, Henderson Ltd,) 

in }.la.y as. a representative of the Chamber on the Governing 
Body of the .Mayo Hospital. The other ·representative is Mr. W. A. 
Huitt,,M.B.E. (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie.& Co.) who served 
throughout the year, 

.On his.prooeeding to the United ·KinKdom on furlough Mr. G. 

'•Ranchi Mental ·Hotpital Board, 
J. Cutler resigned his seat from 
the 1st Aprill947. The ·Chamber 

then nominated Mr. W. J. ·R~ss~Hurst of the Tea Districts Labour 
Asso~iation, Ranohi.to fil! the _vacancy. · 

On the retirement in July of Mr. C. Steuart (Mesal's. Jardine, 

. l..&cly Minto's Indian Norlin!!( Associ.~ Fien?erstodn MLtPd.)E tGho WChpa.m?eh' 
tion. · nom1na e r. • . • • ans 

(Messrs. Gilla.nders, Arbuthnot. & 
Co.) to _be its representt\tive on th~ Committes of· the Bengal 
Branch of the Lady Minto's Indian Nursing Association. 

Mr:Neil Brodie, a,I.E. (Messrs, Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.) is the 

c.twtta Ho•Pit.&l Nune~lnttitutioo. representativs of the Chamber on 
the Committee of the Calcutta. 

Hospita.l'NU.rses.Institution. I~ additiOn to a direct nominee of the 
Chamber, the President, Sir Hugh .Cumberbatch·is a member of the 
Committee. · 

Sir Hug~ Cumberbatch (Messrs. Andrew Yule & C_o., Ltd.) the 

Indian Red Ct-o•• Society, President, is the sx~otficio represen-
. tative of ~he ChS:mber on the 

Managing Body of the Bengal Branch of the Indian Red c1·oss 
Society. 

\The PresidentoSir·Hugh.Cumberbatch (Messrs. Andrew Yule 

·~;- ~annl:nt: Memon.i Funi · & Co,, Ltd,) is also the sx~o/ficio 
'' l · . • • . •. ·representative of the Chamber on 

the Comm1ttee oVMau~emelit Of .this Fund. 
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Mr. J, Morehead is th~ representative of the Chamber on the 

The Indian Mweum. 
Bo&rd of Trustees of the Indian 
Museum. 

Mr.·W. A .. Huitt, M.B.E. (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & 

Bengal ~oard of Fit~ Cen•or•. Co.) coli.tinued as the· representa.~ 
tive of the Chamber on the Board. 

of Film Censors. 

The President, Sir Hugh CumberbatCh (Messrs. Andrew Yule 
\ Victoria Memorial. & Co,, Ltd.) is ex-officio Trustee 

. and a member of the Executive 
Cominitteee of the Viotol'ia Memorial representing the Chamber, 

Mr. W. Toft (Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, Peat & Co,) and 

Government Cornmet'cia.l lnllitute. Mr. K. F. L. Harris, O . .A. (Bird &: 
. Co.) are the ·representatives of the 

·Chamb!Jr on the Governing Body of the Government Commercial 
Insti~ute. The latter succeeded ·Mr. K. R. Fettes early in 1948, 

Mr. F. W. A. Carpenter (Messrs. Bird & Co.) is the represen

Ca.lc:uttaTechnlcal School. 

Technical School. 

tative of the Chamber on the· 
Governing Body of the Calcutta 

The Chamber'~· representative on this Board is Mr. F.' W. A. 

Board of Appter~tlceahip Tl'8ining. Carpenter of Messsrs. Bird & Co, 

Mr. K. R. Fettes, O.A., R.A., (Messrs. Gillanders, ~rbuthnot & · 

St. Thom.,• School. Co.,). represents the Chamber on 
the Board of Governors of St. 

Thomas' School. 

The President, Sir Hugh Cumberbatch (Messrs. Andrew Yule 

La Marl:inle,e: Boa,d ofGove,non. & Co., Ltd.) is an ex-officio m£imber 
of the Bo&rd of Governors· of this 

Institution. 

Mr. K. R. Fettes, O.A., R,A., (Messrs. Gillanders, ArbUthnot & 

lndianAcc:ounta.ncyBoard, 
Co.) , the nominee of the Bengal 
Chamber is the representative of 

the Associ':'ted Chambers of Commerce of. India on this Board. 
E.e has recently resigned and t~e Vll.OI\.DCY wUl shortly be filled. 
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Mr. H. M. Molesworth (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) 
Ltd.), continued to represent tho 

Indian Stalisti<:allnotitute. Chamber on the Council of this 

Institute. 

Mr. A. J, Elkins, C.B.E. (Messrs. Gillanders, .Arbuthnot & Co,) 
and Mr. A. W. Taylor, O.B.E. 

Di•tri<:l Charitl!.ble Society. (Messrs. Macneill & Co,) aro. the 

representatives of the CharD bar on the 'Committee of the District 
Charitable Society. In November Mr. Taylor left India ~n six 
months leave and Mr. 0. L. Corsar of Messrs. Mac~mno~, 
Mackenzie & Co. was elected to represent the Chamber lD hH.• 

place. 

Mr. A. W. Taylor (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) is also the re
presentative of the Chamber on 

Government Workhouse Council. tho Committee of Management of 

, the Government Workhouse. 

Mr. J. Morshead (Messrs. l'urner, Morrison & Co,, Ltd.) iS the 
· representative of the Chamber on 

European Unemployed Repatriation this Committee. 
Society. 

'fhe President, Sir Hugh Cumberbatch (Messrs, Andrew. Yule 
& C:o., Ltd.) is the ex-officw re-

Ex-ServiCes Anod~tion: Central presentative of the Chamber on 
Council, the Central Council of the Ex-

Services Association. 

Mr w. J. R Walker, O.A. (The Statesman Ltd,) continued 
' to serve as the rep1·esentative of 

The Crichton Tru$t. the Chamber on the Crichton 
Trust throughout the year. 

Mr. E. Lyne (Messrs. Hoare, Miller & Co., Ltd,) continued 
to serve as the representative of 

c 11Jc 11UaSociety_for the Prevention the Chamber on the General 
of Cruelty to Ammals. 

Committee of this Society for the 

At a meeting on the 21st April convened by the Government 

Advi•ory Pilot Committee. of India, Transport Department 
at tho Port Office, Calcutta, the 

Chamber's representatives, in support of written representations by 
the Chamber, objeoted to a resolution of the 1st March by tho 

Government of India appointing an Advisory Pilot Con1mittee for 
1947 which the Chamber claimed did not adequately represent 
ship-owners' interests at the Port of Calcutta, 

The Committee did not function during the 'yeRr under review, 
but Government agreed that in future the Chambers of Commerce 
in C(l.lcutta would each nomina~e one person who had expel'i(lnce 
of shipping and commerce to the Port Officer, Pilotftge for 
submission to the Transport Member who would make the final 
selection. 

On the re-constituted Central Advisory Committee for Light-

Centr .. l Advisory Committee for 
Lighthouse~. 

houses the Chamber nominated 
- Mr. A. H. Ford (Messrs. Macki-

nnon, Mackenzie & Co.) as one 
of the representatives of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
of India on the Central Advisory Committee for Lighthouses. 

The representatives of the Chamber on the Committee of 

S~~tmen'~ Welfare Association: 
lodi~tn Seamen'8 Clinic. 

Management of thifl Association 
are Mr. A. H. Ford (Messrs. 
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) 

and Mr. A. H. Hum a (Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., Ltd.). They 
succeeded Messrs, P. G. Knott and L. W. Balcom be respectively 
in March and May 1947. Mr. Balcombe has recently been 
re-nominated to replace Mr. Hume who has gone on leave. 

On the expiry of the term of office of Mr. D. Gladding, c.r.n:. 

Provincial Trnn•port Authority, (Calcutta Electric Supply Corpora
tion Ltd.) the Chamber put for-

ward the name of Mr. J. W. G. Ollllrch of the same Coi-poration 
to take Mr. Gladding's place. 

Mr. C. D. Ferrier, M.A., B.SC, (Messrs. Gil!anders, Arbuthnot 

Central Advisory Bo!trd on Forest 
Utilis~tion. 

& Co,) was re-nominated by the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
for a further term of office as 

the representative of the Associat'ed Chamber.'! of Commerce of 
India on the Central Advisory Board on Forest Utilisation. 
Mr. Fortier has recently resigned and Mr. C. Williamson of the 
same firm has be(ln nominated in his place . 

Mr. G. J, Gardner (Messrs, Kettlewell, Bullen & Co., Ld.) is' tho 
r.epreson~ative of the interests 

'!',;;t'!~~ Trade Marl<a Advi~ory Com- connected With the Chamber on 

this Committee, 
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Mr. J, Meek of the General Electric Co. (India) Ltd. Madras, 
i~ the representative of the A sao-

Indian Institute of Scien<::<: Bangalore. cia ted ChamberH of Commerce of 

India on the Court of the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

The Indian Posts & Telegraphs Department proposed to appoint 

Telephon., Advi1ory Committee. 
a Telephone Advisory Committee 
in Oalcutt!1 and asked the 

Associated Olmmbers of Commerce of India to nominate a represen~ 
tative on the Committee. The Chamber put forward the name of 
Mr. W, E. Skipwith of Mes."'rA, Gil landers Arbuthnot & Co. who 
has been elected, 

Mr. J. D. Geddes (Messrs, M!!.okinnon, Mackenzie & _(lo.) 
was appointed the representative 

Calcutta Port. Commi~1ioner1 Anti Pil· of ~he Chamber on the above 
ferageCommLtte... Committee for the year 1947. 

Mr. S.D. Gladstone (Messrs. Ogilvy, Gillanders & Co., London) 

Federation of Chamberl of Commerce 
of the Briti1h Empire. 

is the representative of the 
Chamber on the Executive Coun
cil of the Federation. 

In March 1947 Mr. B.A. Wilkinson, C.B.E. wo.s nominated to 

'International Federa\ion of Maoter 
Cotton Spinner• & Mll,nllfacturera 
Auoclation. 

represent the Upper India and 
Bengal Chambers of Commerce on 
the Committee of the Federation, 

This Council was reconstituted by the Government of India to 

Export Advi•ory CounCil. include only one representative 
of ~he Associated Chambers of 

Commerce. The Chamber nominS.ted Mr. G. Euthymopulo who 
has elected to represent the Associated Chambers. 

On the constitution of this Advisory Board by the Government 

lnduotrial Re•carch Board, 
West Bengal. 

of West Bengal in November 1947 
the Chamber was invited to send 
one representative to attend 

meetings of the Board. Dr. E, C. Fairhead, B.Sc., A.R.r.c., PH.D. 

(Imperial Chemical Industries ( Indi!l.) Ld,) was nominated to 
represent the Chamber, 

( i1 ) 

Mr. J, A. Murray (Messrs. Jardine Henderson Ltd.), the 

All india Council of Technical 
Education. 

on this Council. 

· Bengal Chamber's nominee is the 
representative of the As9ociated 
Chambers of Commerce of India 

Mr. C. E. J. Crawford (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) 

Bengal Board of lnduatrie5. Ltd.) is the Chamber's represen-
tntive on this Board. 

Mr. H. C. Bannerma.n (Messrs. Macneill & Uo.) is the 

Fuel Oib Adviaory Committe ... 
Chamber's reprsentativo on this 
Committee. 

Mr. Bernard Mathews, F.U.T.D.A., F.S.J., M. & P.I. (Messrs. 

All India Bcl\rd of Architectur"l 
Studieo. 

Ballardie, Thompson & Mathews), 
the nominee of the Bengal 
Chamber, is the representative of 

the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India on this Board. 

Mr. J. Mcintyre (Messrs. Impcri~J-1 Chemical Industries (lndia) 

Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research. 

Ltcl.), the nominee of the Bengal 
Chamber, is tho representative of 
the Associated Chambers of 

Oommerue of India on this Board. 

The repott of the Royal Exchange for the year 1947 is appended 
The Royal E:ttchang~. to this report, 

Arbitrations under the auSpices of tho Tribunal of the 
. Chamber are classed under three 

The Chamber Tribunal of Arbitration. headingF, jute, piece~goods and 

general. The heading "general arbitrations" embraces jute manu
factured goods, coal, etc., disP:titeS in which mostly questions of law 
and custom are involved, a~d all cases in which goods other tho.n 
jute and piece-goods o.re concerno'd, 

Tho total number of arbitration cases instituted during 1947 
was 1444-a record year-and there were 218 cases pending at the 
close of 1946. Of these oases, 1076 proceeded to award; 201 
were wiGhdrawn; and 385 cases wore pending at the close of the 
year 1947, In four cases 3 awards; and in 8 cases 2 awards each 
were issued as the disputes arose from mor.e than one contract, 
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'rl1e various classes of goods in cases in which awo.rds,.-were issued 
were 1·epresented as follows ::-JUte 939: Hessians and Bags 117; 
Piecegoods 5; and Miscellaneous 15. The revenue derived by the 
Chamber from Institution fees paid by members and non-members, 
including applicants for the issue of certified survey ~·eports referred 
to in the following paragraph, amounted toRs. 96,4.72/- as compared 
with Rs. 36,506/- in the preceding: year. 

During the year under review 131 survey applications were 

Ch11mber Survey5. 
received. These were dealt with 

under the Rules for Surveys which 
were introduced in 1938. Arising. out of these applications 122 
certified reports were issued, 4 cases were witbdra wn, n.nd there 
were 5 cases outsto.nding o.t the end of the year. ln 2 cases 2 
reports and in one case 3 reports were i2sued. The various classes 
of goods were represented in this totoJ to the following extent : 
Linseed Oil 69; Castor Oil 16; Linseed 17; Hessian Cloth and 
Bags 7 ; Piecegoods 8; and Miscellaneous 5. 

The report of the Managing Committee of the Licensed 
Measurers Department of the 

Licensed Mensurera Depe.rtment, 
Chamber for the year ended 31st 

December l947 is appended to this report. 

l 
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GENERAL 

The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India : 29th 
Annual General Meeting, 1947.-The Hon'blo Pundit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Prime Minister of India, was again invited to the 29th 
~nnual General Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
of India this yoar and to llddress the Chambers. 

· Before a laJ"go a{rdience of distinguished guests, a representative 
gathering of members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
and delegates of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of Indi!t 
Pundit N ebru, who was given a warm welcome, opened the proceed
ings of the Chambers' Meeting on Monday the 15th December 1947. 

The following resolutions, which were .sev.erally brought for
ward at tho instance of the Chambe1:s specified were unanimously 
adopted at the meeting. 

1. Import Tradil Control Licensing System-Bonged Chambcro(Oommerce-

This Asso~iation draws the urgent attention of Government to tho neod 
for a comprehensivo roviow of the present import licensing system and urgos 
that Go\"Ornment irnmediatoly convene a round table conferenco of represouta-
t!vos of and Industry to discuss the matter and t<:> 

sot np a S~anding or Oommittee of bnsinessrnon to collai.Jorato with 
Govornmont in o'·olvlng and operating an iniprovod system. 

2. lntern(ll Controls.-Bornbay Ch11mber of Commerce.-

This Association, whilst recognizing that thero may bo need for continued 
control in tho case of some essential commodities in ~hort supply, is of tho 
opinion that many of t-he controls at present in force nre operating to tho 
dotdmont of increased production Dnd efficient di~tribntion r~nd recommends 
that a!! controls he roviewed mdh·idually and withont delny in con-
sulbtion with trade concerned with tho objoat af determining whether 
control onn now b!l withdrawn, or, if not, to what extent it cnn be progres
sively relaxed and its administration improved pending its complete abolition. 

In the case of cloth and yarn, this Association thinkR that tho present 
Boheme of control and standardization of cloth and ynrn is not conducive 
to increased production and should bo revisod and an immediate and defizlite 
docioion taken in this matter. 

3. Taxaliou of bwame.-Bombily C!mmbcr of OommM·cc.-

Th\s Assooiation is ~f opinion that the present basis of taxation on both 
personal and bnsinoaa incomes is a definito check on incontive, savings for 

! 
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investment and business notiv1tY nnd wolcoJnes the nssurauco_ of th.o Finance 
Minister of tho Government of India that a careful iuvostigahon w~ll be ma_do 
of the consequences of the present ta:mtion policy, Accordingly th1s As~ocw
tion strongly recommends t" Government that a lowor level of tal<atwn of 

inoomo should be introduced. 

• 4. Indust1·ial Disputes Act: 'I:rib1wal Award~.-Be11!Jal C/wmbar oj Commcrce,-

This Assooiatiau invites tho attention of Government to tho unsatisfactory 
nature of some of tho recent adjudication awards under tho. Industrial 
Disputes Act and would urge that tho Act be reviewed with tho mtention of 
avoiding in futura the serious consoquenoo that may arise frat~ such f!_Wnrda, 
particularly the Chambers stress tho desirability of grenter umformity in ad
judication awards, especially on \"ita! matters of policy a'nd principle . 

5. Labo~r: w~ar Policy and Inflalion.-Bcnga/ Ghamb6r of Commerce.-

This Association \"icws with gmve ooncern. the prc~ent tondoncy to 
dem>md and to g:~ant widespread wago i~croascs which, not being countor
halnnced by a corre~ponding increase in production, are causing a general 
rise in tho cost of Jiving. The Chambers urge that Government should revise 
thei:r labour :policy with a view to chocking tho inflationary movomont that 
i~ nlroady in progresa. 

5. Gommunicalions.-

(a) Upper India Ghumb~r of Commerce.-

This Association invites t!Je t>ttention of Government to tho urgent 
necessily for taking such measures as will ensure an early improvement in 
eommunioations with particular roforonce to Railway transport facilities wbiob, 
as they at present exist, considerably hamper trado and industry on account of 
their utter inadequacy for the expeditious movement of raw materials to 
manufacturing mmtres and for the despatch of fini~hed products. 

(b) Pm1jab Chambct of Conrm~rce.-

Tho Association draws the attention of Government to tho ~toady deterior
ation in the Postal Services und in purticular to the delays in the transmiseion 
of telegrams and tho torminal delay~ in oonnoction with eir·!ettera and 
pl'.okages, and requests the Government to tako effective steps for ~ho 
improvement of these Services. 

7. The Ecouomic PoBilion of the Counlry-Pun}ab Chamber of Commerce.-

This 1neeting desires to impress on the Government tho urgent need for 
a comprehensive 11lan to overcome tho present oconomio troubles in tho 1 
country and offers_ tho services of Its mombor-bodl~a in helping the Govern- 1 

mont to formulate such a plan ll.Ud give speedy effect to it. 
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LAW & LEGISLATION 

(11 GENERAL 

The Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy· Bili.-Briefly 
recorded, the purpose of tl1is far roaching and controver~;ial 

legislation was to aboli-sh tho Zaminrlary system ·of land tenure 
established fo1• many years under the Permanent Se~tlement and 
replace it with a "rayatWari" system by which, in acquiring all 
rent receiving interests, Government would be brought inl;o direct 
relation with the actual cultivators of land. 

From the point of view of the Chamber interests, the agri~ 

cultural induRtries of tea and coal had the gre!ttest reasons to view 
with·concern tl1e introduction of so radical a measure at such short 
notice. In accordance with the advice of the Chamber the llldian 
Tea Association and the Indian Mining Association doputed 
representatives to trtke up tho midosirablo features of tho Bill with 
Government through the European party in the Bengn! Legisla
ture, particularly from the aspect of compensation for loss of 
mineral rights and tea estate lands if the Bill became law. 

The Bill was referred to a Soleot Committee towards the end of 
May and is still unticr consideration. 

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947.-The Calcutta Thilm 
Tonatlcy Bill, 1947, was published in the Calcutta G!tzettc 
Extraordinary of the 17th February, It was introduced to the 
Council and referred to a Select Committee. 

Tho Bill provided for the protection of 'l'hika tenants in 
Calcutta against ejection except on certain specified grounds, nnd 
also regulated enhancements of rent and other incidents of 'rl1ika 
tenancies. 'l'be definition of a 'l'hika tenant in the Bill was so wide 
that it might apply to any sllb~tenant who held land and had 
erected a structure on that land. 

The Bill gave power to the landlord to eject a tenant on the 
gL·ounds that the laud was required for any manufacturing or busi~ 
ness purpose, but this was snbject to payment of compensation 
under clause 8. 

Against the possibility of a fow industrial concerns being 
directly affected by tho Bill, tho Chamber pressed for an amenrlrnent 
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which would render tenants of lands within the PJ'ecincts or 
adjoining the precincts of a fadory, and tenants of lands adjoin
ing lands occupied by workers' quarters connected with a factory, 
liable to eviction without the necessity of proving to the Controller 
that the ·land was actually required for industrial purposes. In the 
absence of suCh a safeguarding clause, industrial concerns might 
experience considerable difficulty in evicting such tenants in order 
to make land ~vaiiable for Such purposes as the construction of 
workers' quarters, or for other purposes connected with the factory 
which the Controller might not consider to be strictly neoef!sary for 
industrial purposes. 

As regards the. rate of compensation laid_ down in clause 8, the 
Chamber Committee thought that this was e'xoessive in the circum· 
stances. 

Electricity ( Supply) Bill, 1946.-Referenca to this involved 
and lengthy Bill was made in the Chamber Report for 1946. In 
tho form proposed by the Government of India in 1947 it was 
introduced in the Central Assembly on the 26th November and re
ferred to a Select Committee on the 8th December. The Chamber 
Committee have been in close touch with commercial opinion in 
India on the implications of the Bill through their ropJ·esentative 
at New Delhi. At the time of writing it was still before the Select 
Committee. 

Capital Issues (Continuance of Control) Act 1947.-.A.lthough 
there had been an appreciable change· in the general conditions 
which constituted the principal reason for tho introduction of 
capital issue control during war time, it was considered by Govern
ment in the light of experience that the control was still necessary 
to secu.re a balanced investment of tha country's resources in 
industry, agriculture and the social services, and ·the object of the 
Capital Issues (Continuance of Control) Bill, 1947, was to l;:'eep in 
existence for a further period of five years the control over capital 
issues which was imposed by Rule. 94-A of the Defence of India 
Act by Ordinance No. XX of 1946. 

The Chamber suppOrted the -Bill-which is now Jaw-but asked 
that an assurance be obtained from the Finance Member that tho 
existing exemption for the issue of Rs, 5 lakhs or under would be 
continue~ by ~~neral ?rder under Clause 5(1) of the Bill. In the 

~~~~~:ri~ ~~~n~~:a:n~~~~r:ru!gs~::c:~. say Rs, 10 lakhs would be 

Extension of the duration of the Indian Patents and Design!! 
(Extension of Time) Act, .1942.-Concern was expressed at a 
decision of the Goverl1ment of India not to continue in force 
beyond the 31st March, 1947 the emergency provisions of the 
Indian Patent Act X of 1942, which would result in many important 
inventions-particularly war-time inventions-being left without 
proper legal protection after that date, 

The reprllsentations of the Chamber combined with those from 
the Board of Trade in the U.K. and other in.terestecl parties 
Succeeded in persuading the Government of India to reconsider 
their decision, and th~ matter was referred to the Controller of 
Patents, Calcutta, for a furthe;. report. It was subsequently learned 
that Government had agreed to extend this Act for another six 
months from the 31st March by an Ordinance, 

Calcutta Rent _Control Ordinance, 1946.-Copies of an 
article published in the January issue of ''Monthly Review" on tho 
safeguards afforded to the public by the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 
1946, against extortionate rents .and salamis demanded by landlords 
of li.ouse property,- wore-passed on by the Chamber to the Muslim, 
Indian and Bengal National Chambers of COmmerce in Calcutta at 
the reguest of the European Association. 

Agricultural Produce Export (Quality Control-) Bill.-'l'he 
Chamber'!~ opinion was invited by the Government of India, Depart
ment of Agri.culture, on the draft of a Bill which the Government 
of India had in vie\v to provide for the quality control of agricultural 
produce exported from India. The Bill inter ailia provided for the 
licensing of exporters of scheduled agricultural produce; for the 
prohibition Or t~e export of such produce Unless it was graded and 
packed as required under the Act; for the fixing of grade designa-
tions, of the qu'a!ity indicated by such grade designa-
tions, of packing etc ; and for inSpection, returns and 
Penalties for infringement. It was proposed in the first instance 
that the legislation should apply to sunn hemp, tobacco, wool, 
certain hides and skins, oilseeds, vegetable oils, cotton and rice with 
power to the Central Government to add to this schedule, 

The Chamber, after consulting the various tmde organisations 
and interests concerned in the export of the commodities included' 
in the shodule to Ghe dr<~.ft Bill, conveyed to Government the follow-

I 
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ing views and observations on the Mmmodities in which the Cham

ber was interested ;-

Tobacco.-The Chamber was advised that the present grading 
of tobacco under the Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) 
Act, 1937, was not voluntary. PackELges prized for export were 
examined by grading inspectors appointed under the Act and were 
marked with Agmark labels. The export of packages of tobacco 
was not permitted unless they bore Agmarks. More~>Ver, exports 
were ordinarily made only against firm orders from customers i 
abroad and the tobacco was graded into the grades and qualities 
specified by them. In the case of exports to the U.K., Agmark X 
labels were given, but for exports to other· countries appropriate , 
Agmark grade labels were issned. In the ordinary course of b.usi- / 
ness, each package was stencilled with the grade marks reqmred ' 
by the customers abroad in accordance with their instructions. 

In the opinion of the trade, these arran!fements could not admit 
of complaints from abroad Of the nature mentioned 1Jy Government 
and fudher legislation in respect of tobacco ex1Jorts was not there
fore necessary. 

Hides and Skins.-Ohamber interests represented by the 
membership of the Calcutta Hides & Skins Shippers Association 
reported that raw hides and raw skins were already efficiently 
graded and that the standard grades were so well-known through
out the trade abroad that there was no need in their judgment for 
the application to raw hides and raw skins of the legislation now 
contemplated. Complaints by customers abroad regarding unsa~is
factory quality or grading were so rare that the present arrange
ments could safely be allowed to continue. 

Oilseeds.-The chief oilseeds exported from India \~ere linseed, 
groundnu~s and castorseede. These were exported for industrial 
processing and were usually sold on the basis of "fair average 
quality" under standards contracts incorporating terms and condi
tions which were weli known to both the seller 9.Ud the buyer. The 
Government of India had themselves adopted this standard con· 
tract form in many cases. 

In the opinion of the trade as represented by tho Chamber, it 
wonld unnecessarily complicate the existing arrangements between 
the exporter and his buyer abroad to introduce new grades and 
specifications which would be of no assistance in the sale of India's 
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oilseeds in foreign marketEO. Ir:.dia's competitors-the Argentine in 
the case of linseed, and Nigeria in the case of groundnuts-tbem
selves exported on a "far average quality" basis and special legisla
tion on the lines proposed would merely tend to place India at a 
disadvantage. The Chamber's inf~rmation was that the com
plaints from abroad referred to by Government did not apply to 
oilseeds. 

Rice.-Pending the resumption of export8 of this commodity 
, from India-unlikely for some time to come on any substantial 

scale except under Government arrangements-the Chamber, it 
was stated, would prefer to see this commodity left out of 
the schedule. It was incorrect of Government to suggest or imply 
~hat exports of rice were no~ effected on the basis of standard grades. 
The London Produce Brokers Association had always maintained 
and enforced strict .;;tandards, with which carefully drawn 
sample.~ were compared, and penalties were imposed for inferiority. 
Similar arrangements applied in America. Several importing coun
tries such as So nth Africa and Australia had no such machinery, but 
buyers there were afford.Jd full protection under l•he usual arbitra
tion clause~ which generally includ<Jd provision for the reference 
of any dispute to a recognbed Chamber of Commerce for settlement. 
All transadions were normally on a" fair average quality" basis 
and here it would seem that the trade itself, not Go\·ernment 
inspectors, must determine what the f. a. q. was for any particular 
season. On this basis several grades of rice exported from India 
had sectlred a premium abroad because of the high quality supplied. 

In the Chamber's opinion the introduction of the proposed 
legislation would in no way assist India's export trade in rice and 
would impose a definite handicap on both seller and buyer, 

Lac.-As in the case of oilseed~ and for similar reasons, the 
trade saw no advantage and many disadvantages in the application 
of the proposed lagislation to lac. The existing system of grading 
followed by shippers and based on specifications officially adopted 
by the London and United States Shellac Trade Associations was 
more than adequate as bad shipments-which the proposed legisla
tion could not prevent-were eff.ectively catered fo1· in the 
guarantees, allowances and rejection points in the London and 
New York contracts. It was emphasised that it would not be 
feasable to enforce the proposed legislation effectively and that it 
would not in consequence be of any real benefit to the trade. 

As far as is known the proposed legislation is still in abeyance, 
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Agricultural Produce (Standardisation of Contracts) Bill 
1946,-For reasons similar to the above l~he Chamber, hflsing 
consulted rdfected interes~s, was critical of propoHed legis]o,tion 
of tl~e Government of India.to,provide uniform contract teJ'Jnf! and 
conditions for the purchase and sltle of agricnltural produce, 
initially whrmt, groundnuts and linseed. The Chambet- COlJSidored 

that the adoption of standardised contracts, suitable to tho require
ments of each individual tr!lde, was bettor left to those engllgod 
in the business ; any other course would at once result in disloca
tion dire"ctly affecting the growers. To substttntiate this argument 
the Chamber pointed out how tho all-India standard contract for 
!iroundnuts was generally disregarded by merchants and exporters 
whenever it \Vas thought fit. These and further comments on the 
details of the contemplated enactment, part.icularly in its relation 
to the trade in linseed, wore forwarded to the Department of 
Agriculture in August. 

Proposed legislation for th.e fldmixture of power alcohol 
with petroi.-During the year the Chamber submitted to tho 
Go'vornment of West Bengal the collated views of members on a 
proposal of the Government of I11dia to implement the compulsory 
admixture of power alcohol with petrol, recommended by a Panel 
set up to investigate development of the sugar, alcohol and yeast 
indust'ries. 

On the whole, the Chamber interests which stood to be most 
affected by any such legislation wero not opposed to it and in fact 
We~e prepared t_o co-operate with Government in furthering a plan 
Wh10h was admtttedly sound in principle, though the majority view 
:::i~~ favour of legislation on a provincial rather than a dominion 

Tho main obstacle to production of power alcohol on a huge 
scale was the v:aakn.ass of the supply position of molass()s in this 
country, and Ill pomting out this difficulty' to Government the 
Ch~mbor expres~ed a ~oubt whether the Government of India's 
~ohcy for extensiOn ~f mdnstrias would not be defeated in this case 
:f the p~wer aleoholrndustry were developed at the expanse of other 
mdusbri~s.' such as the manufacture Of rectified spirit and moth • 

~~~:6s~)~%~a~o;~\to:~a~t!~l fo~ ind~Strial purposes, or country liqu~·. 
siderably expanded~~ th:e ~~=:ri~~~'t~::y a~;el:t oug~t to be con-

that molasses were in sufficient supply befor~u;::eer ea~:~~:~ 

Tho Chamber suggostod that if Government decided to proceed 
with this legislation, power alcohol when available might be dis
tributed as most convenient to the- Petroleum Companios with 
instructions that it bo mixed with petrol up to a maximum of 20 
parts alcohol to 80 pttrts petrol. 

The Control of Shipping Act, 1947: Setting up of a Shipping 
Board.-M~?ttsuro.~ to control trading in ships registered in British 
India on the lines of the regulations lnid down in tho Defence of 
India Rules and Ordin'anco No. XX of 1946, came into force for 
a limited period 1mder the abovo Act from the 25th March 1947. 
Only shipping companies engaged in the coastal trade are 
directly affected b,v the provisions of the Act which was enacted 
principally to ensure priority movement, by sea of coal, foodstuff 
and other essential cargoes, although Provision has also bean made 
in it for control over fares and freight rates. Since it was known 
that the shipping interests concerned were in, direct contact with 
the Europeari Group in New Delhi dm·ing tho passing of the Bill 
through the Central LegiH!uture, it was- not thought necessary for 
the Chamber to put forward an opinion. 

In connection with the provision contained in the Act for 
setting up a Shippi11g Board, the Associated C!Htmbers of Commerce 
of India invited the views of the Chamber on a lette1• received from 
the Commorc·e Department of tile .Government of India in May, 
intimating Govemment's desire to appoint a Board consisting of 
whole time members, independent of either shipping or shippers, 
whose inclusion on the Hoard was thought inadvisable because:-

U) it would be ditricult to obtain repre>:!Jntat.ives of sl_liiJIJing 
companies who could sorve as whole-time members; 

(ii) the Board would, in tho course of their work, be called 
upon to examine the financial working of the shippfng 
companies concerned, and the companies migl1t object 
to tl1eir accounts being scrutinized either by members 
of rival concerns or by repreSentatives of shippers; 

(iii) the Board might find it very difficult to submit agreed 
recommendations if it were composed of conflicting 
interests and it would work more smoothly if it had 

·~~~· .. -----------c--~~~-------
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impartial members unconnec~ed with tho mattars 
coming up before it. 

On the advice of the Shipping Sub-Committee. the Chamber 
Committee raised strong objections to Government's proposaLs in 
their reply to the Associated Chambers. They did not agree that 
the above were valid reasons for excluding from the Board the 
interests which stood to be most affected by the Board's decisions 
and were entirely opposed to the scrutiny of the financial workings 
of _shipping companies and examination of their accounts. The 
Committee felt that such an Investigation was only justifiable in 
the most exceptional cifcumstances- and if such circ'umstances 

, a:rose the enquiry slJOuld be conducted solely by Government 
auditors. H seemed to the Chamber Committee that a more 
satisfactory arrangement from all points of view would be a Board 
composed of a permanent Chairman-the Commerce Minister--a 
permanent Secretary and part~time repre.'lentatives of shipowners, 
shippers and consumerS, whose services should be obtained without 
much difficulty, and that the·Board should meet onCe a quarter or 
oftener. As its main functions would probably be tho disposal of 
complaints and enquiries by shippers and traders, this Set~up, while 
incurring the minimum expenditure o.f money and time, would 
facilitate attention to such matters by the Secretary after reference 
to the shipping companies; complaints and major points of policy 
coming before the Board would call for an expert knowiedge of all 
branches of shipping and could not be decided by an arbitrarily
chosen body having no experience of the trade. 

The unanimous opposition of the maritime Chambers to 
GoVernment's proposals was eommunicated to the Ministry of 
Commerce in October by the Associated Chambers of Commerce, 

Railways (Transport of Goods) Act, 1947.-R.ailw-ay priorit'y 
control wa~ exercised -during the war by 'virtue of powers conferred 
by Rule -S<J-A of the Defence of' India Rules and the continuance 
of these _?OWers Was secured by an Ordinance which expired on 

~:t:c~~:7~'J~9!:· in~:f:~::.date ~he Railways (Transport of Goods) 

Rule 85-A of the. Defence .of India Rules conferred on the 
Central Government absolute power to give special facilities or 
preferences for the_ transport of specified goods and to rohibit the 
transport _of spectfie.d goods. The new Act conferre: the same 
powers wtth the difference that goods to which the Cezltral 
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G~vernrnent were free to give special facilities or preference wero set 
out in a schedule.· Tho Central Government were free to expand 
or vary the ~chedule by notification in the Gazette of india, 

The Government of India made it clear that the whole question 
of railway priority control would continue to receive attention 
from time to time and it Waf! tho intention, as soon as transport 
conditions permitted, to dispense wHh the regional priority organi~ 
sation and introduce a modified form of priority Control with 
olle central authority exercising priority control for all India in 
respect of only a few essential commodities. 

Amendment of the fresh priority list comprising six classes 
which came into opera.tion on April 15th was notified on the 16th 
June, 

Sugar (Temporary Excise Duty) Bill, 1947.-The Chamber 
raised no objections to the provisions of the Sugai' ('l'emporary 
Excise Duty} Bill, 1947, continuing the duties leviable under the 
1946 Ordinance and enabling the addition of duty eharges to sngar 
contract priees. 

Imports and Exports (Control) Act, 1947.-To avoid any distur
bance to the economy of the countrY during the transition from war 
to peace~time conditions, H was considered necessary by Govern
ment to continUe import and export control beyond tho 24th March 
1947 when the Emergency Provisions Wontinuance) Ordinance XX. 
194G ceas~d to operate, For this purpose the Imports and Exports 
(Control) Bill, 1947, was introduced to the Legislative Assembly on 

.12th February, design'ed to effect a gradual simplification of-the 
administration of these controls and to reduce the penalties to suit 
peace-time conditions. 

The Chamber while seeing no real justification for oppo!'ing the 
Bill in general, took the opportunity of reiterating the criticism 
made so afton b;r the business community of tho administration of 
the controls, and of pressing for the exer<"ise of tho controls with 
discretion and with the necessary expert knowledge of the 
conditions appertaining to particular classes of goods and trade. 
Regulations, the Chamber observed, should be worded and ad
ministered to avoid the mistakes which had occurred in the past, 
unapparent to the layman, but obvious to those engaged in tho trade. 

The Chamber asked Government to consider~ reducing the 
period of operation of the Bill fro;n three to two year~; but this 

~ l."i. 
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request did not meet with acceptance and the Bill ~as d~ly ~assed 
as Act XVII of 1947, .substanHally in the form In whwh It was 
originally'introduced. As is mentioned elsewhere in this report, 
strong criticism of the working of the Import Controls has recently 
been expressed in the f~rm of a ·resolution by the Associated 

Chambers. 

The Exp-losives (Temporary Provisions) Act, _1947.-At the 
instance of the Cal~utta Insurance Association, the Chamber drew 
the attention of the As~oci~ted Chambers of Commerce of India to 
the fact that the normal contract of fire insurance did not cover 
the risks involved in operations clirried out under Section 2 of the 
above Act, whiCh authOrises th.e Central Government to declare, in 
spetlified circumstances,· exemption from the I'estri('tions governing 
the loading, unloading, handling storage m· conveyance of ammuni
tion, explosives or inflammable substances. It was therefore 
irflportant from- an insurance point of view that ·such dechl.rations 
be accompanied by notice to the public well before tho :·elaUve 
operation took place and that t\ similar warning be given in the 
case of any dumping operations put through under Rule 88 of the 
Defence of India Rules, as continued in force· by Ordinance XX of 
1946. . 

The AssoCiated Chambet·s of Commerce r'Eipresented t.he 
position to the Government of India; Ministry of Works, Mines and 
POwer and in Oct.ober received an assurance from Government 
thllt steps have already been tltken to enforce stringent precaut
ionary measures at the , ports and to issue 'warnings in advance 
whenelfer ammunition and other cargoes are handled in contraven
tion of tho normal port rules. 

Banking Companies Bill1946.-It will be recalled from the 
Annual Report for 194_6 hhat the Banking ComPanies Bill, 194.6, as 
revised by the Select Committee, was undl.'r consideration by the 
Chamber. In 1947 the Chamber Finance Sub-Committee were in 
regular communi(llttion with the European Group of the Indian 
Central Legislature and the Chambet·'s solicitors on the Bill, and 
numerous suggestions, chiefly of a verbal or definitive nature, for 
amending the Bill further, were made. 

The Bill has recently been withdrawn from the Legislature for 
revision. 
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'the Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill, 1947.-This 
Bill was designed (1) to extend the protection afforded to bankers 
under Section 131 of the Negotiable Instruments Act by :placing 
bank drafts on the same footing as cheques in rei'pech to payments 
received in good faith, for which bankers t\t'e absol11ed from liability 
under the section ; and (2} to regularise the growing practice of 
crossing bank drafts by including H in the law relating to the 
crossing of cheques, 

'£his desirable amendment was supported by the Chamber, 

Trading with the Enemy (Continuance of .Emergency Provi
sions) Act, 1947.-The special powers for prohibiting trading with 
enemies, vested in Go11ernment under tho Defence of India Rules 
and continued for a period of !lix months by means of the Emer
gency Powers (Continuance) Ordinance, 1946, were incorporated in 
the above Bill as a necessary measure pending the signing oi the 
Peace Treaties .and for maintaining the control of the property of 
"enemy" firms res~ing wHh the Custodian of Enemy Property, 

The West Bei:tgal Electricity (Emergency Powers) Bill, 
1947.-As published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary on th() 
28th N_olfember, the above Bill seeks primarily to give protection to 
licensees, who for lack of necessary electrical plant and materials 
are unablo to comply with clause vi (i) of the schedule to the Indian 
Electricity Act, 1910, in which it is laid down that a licensee is 
bound to supply electrical energy to the owner or occupier of any 
premises situated in its area of supply, within a certain period: and 
secondly to conserve the use of electrical energy for essential 
industries during the next 3 years at least. 

The restrictiYe powers vested in Go11ernment in the draft Bill 
and the need for an assurance from Government that they would be 
exercised reasonably, with due regard to the requirements of 
industries and private concerns, was tl1e subject of a letter 
addressed from the 'Chamber to the European Group at the end 
of December. 

Non-Official Legislation: (The Indian Companies (Amend
ment) Bill 1947).-A Bill further to amend the Indian Companies 
Ad, 1913 was introduced by Dr, G. V, Deshmukh in 'the Central 
Legislative Assembly on the 6th February. In reply to a request for 
views from the Provincial Government the Chamber opposed the 
Bill on two grounds, In the first place the Chamber regarded most 
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of its provisions as unnecessary and objectiono.ble; and secondly it 
\Vas considered that any impending legislation, espDcially in a 
technical matter such as this, should be initiated by Government 
after full examination of the subject and not by a privtLtG Member's 
Bill which tends to be piecemeal in character and improperly 
drafted, 

The Bill was not proceeded with in 1947, but this nnd another 
amending Bill by Dr. Deshmukh wore introduced in the Autumn . 
Session of the Constituent Assembly and are still pending. 

lndicin Fislwrles (Bengal Amendment) Bifll944.-The Chamber 
commended the conservation and protection · of fisheries in 
Bengal which was the aim of this Bill, but thought it an unsui
table matter for non.officin.l legislation and unnecessary in view 
of the fact that it was believed that a Bill with the same intention 
had been framed by Governmen~. 

The Indian Trade. Unions (Amendment) Act, 1947.-An 
important alteration in the law regulating industrial relations was 
made by the passil.ge, in November 1947, of the Indian Trade 
Unions (Amendment) Bill. 'rhe ne1v Acl; marks a very important 
advance in the legislation which governs the rights and priVileges 
extended to trade unions and its effects, when it is ultimately 
brought into force, will undoubtedly give a stimulus to the develop. 
ment of trade unionism in this Country, 

The most important alteration produced by the new Act in 
existing leg~s~ation is that provision is now made for the compuJ. 
sory recogmtton of trade unions. The Act also contains a state. 
ment of the conditions which must be fulfilled by a trade union if 
such comp~lsory reco~nition is to be grflnted. The authority under 
the Act_ whwh deals Wl.th recognition is a Labour Court which will 
be presided ove~ by P_ersons which high indicia! qualifications and 
the Court may, If satisfied that a union is fit to be recognised by 
the em~l.oyer, make a~ order directing such recognition. Similar} , 
recogmt10n may be Withdrawn from the union, J 

( 27 I 

industry; that its rules do not provid·o for the exclusion of any 
class of workmen within the industry; ttnd, finally, that it is a 
r·egistered trade union. The rights conferred upon a tro.de union 
which is recOgnised are generally those of negotiation with 
employers in respect of matters connected with th_e, employment, 
unemployment or terms of employment or conditiOn of labour 
of Hs members and, subject to certain safeguards, the employer 
must receive and send replies to letters sent by the executive of 
the m~ion and grant interviews to it on such questions. Recogni· 
tion may bo withdrawn if the union commits any unfair labour 
11ro.ctice or if it ceases to be repre~entative of the workmen. 

One of t.he most important parts of the new Act relates to 
unfair labour practices, not only because of the importance v·rhich 
this will bave in restraining the conduct of unions, but also because 
of its indirect repercussions on many aspects of adjudication, So 
far as unions are concerned, it is an unfair practice if the majority 
of the members of the union take part in an irregular strike or if 
the exccntive advises or actively supports or instigates it. As 
regards employers, the unfair practices are as follows :-

(a) To interfere with, restrain, or cberce his workmen in the 
exercise of their rights to organise, form, join or assist 
a trade union and to engage in concerted activities for 
t.he purpose of mutual aid or protection. 

(b) To interfere with the formation or administration of any 
trade union or to Contribute financial or other support 
to it. · 

(c) 'l'o discharge, or otherwise discriminate against, any 
officer of a recognised trade union because of his being 
such officer. 

(tl) 'ro discharge or otherwise discriminate against any 
workman because ho has made allegations or given 
evidence in an enquiry or proceeding .relating to any 
matter. 

(e) To fail to comply with the provisions of section 28li'. 

'l'he Aet comes into force on such date as tho Central Govern. 
mont appoints and, at tho time of writing this report, tho date had 
not yet been notified .• 
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(2) TAXATION 

The Budget 1947-48: Indian Finance Act: Indian Income 
Tax and Excess Profits (Amendment) Act: Business Profits Tax 
Act: Taxation on Income {Investigation Commission) A ct.-As 
soon as copies were available tha Chamber assisted by the Income 
Tttx Sub-Committee closely studied the Indian Finance Bill, tlHl 
Indian Income Tax and Excess Profits Tax (Amendment) Bill, the 
Business Profi.tS Tax Bill and tho-Taxation on Income (Investiga
tion Commission) Bill, implementing the Budget proposals of the 
Finance Member for 1947-48. 

A few days after the introduction of the Bills in the Legislat-ive 
Assembly on Februttry 28th, a joint meeting of all the Chambers of 
Coillmerce in Calcutta was held to discuss the 25% tax imposed 
under the Business Profits Tax Bill, resulting in the despatch to 
the Finance Member of a strong telegraphic protest against the 
whole policy of the tax. Through the European Group then in the 
Central Legislature; Government's attention \Vas drawn by the 
Chamber itself to a number of points. in the first three of those 
Bills where amendments or clarification were thought necessary. 
No comnients were made on the Taxation of Income (Investigation 
Commission) Bill, 

On the recommendation of the Solec.t Committee, Government 
ultimately accepted modifications in the Business Profits 'l'ax Bill 
nnd in the Indinn Income Tax and Excess Profits Tax (Amendment 
Bill), In the first Case the abatement provided for was fixed at a 
uniform figure of 6% and the tax reduced to 16~·% of the profits. 
As regards the inclusion of capital gains in the assessment of 
income chargeable to tax under the Income Tax Act, personal 
effects were excluded and when passed into law the Act provided 
for freedom from tax of capital gains up to the value of Rs. 15,000, 
instead of the limit of Rs, 5,000 laid down in the original Bill, one 
of the amendments suggested by the Chamber on the grounds 
that an attempt to tax all capital gains of Rs. 5,000 or over would 
mean examining transactions of the many cases of investment 
and creating more expenditure than the tax collection was worth. 

Government of India Interim Budget.-Following the passage 
of the Indian Indep.endence Act, ·1947, the Finance Member of the 
Goverm~ent of Ind1a brought in an Interim Budget covering 
the perwd 15.th August 1947, to 31st March 1948. It was mainlY 
concemed Wlth the allocation of finance for administration 
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costs and. other matters outside tlle Chamber's sphere of activity~ 
but it was encouraging to note from t!Je Finance Minister's 
Budget speech that it wa.s riot Government'll to hamper in 
any way tl1e expa'ir!;ion·of business enterprise accumulation 
of savings likely to flow into investment. 

India Tariff (Amendment) Ordinartce, 1947: Export Duty on 
Tea.-:-The Chamber after obtaining tho Views of tho Indian Tea 
Association on the propOsed export duty on tea, convoyed the 
following observations on the proposal to the European Group of the 
Cen~ral Legislature prior to tho debate on the Finance Bill which 
incorporated the increase in the toa duty. 

At the present time, tea production in tho Netherlands East 
Indies was more or less suspended, and supplies from other produc· 
ing countries such as China, Japan and Indo-China were negligible, 
with the result that the supplies available from India and Ceylon 
were far from sufficient to meet tl\e world demand. It followed, 
therefore, that despite the increase in the retail price of tea to the 
consuming countries which must inevitably rasuH from the eX}lort 
duties imposed by India and Ceylon, the exports of tea from these 
countries would not at present be dimfi1ished. When supplies woro 
again available from tho ot!Jer tea-producing countries, however, 
the world production of tea would again exceed demand, and India's 
tea exports would inevitably fall unless the demands from countries 
like the United States of Amer·ica, Canada and Austrn.\ia increased. 

The International Tea Market Expansion Board had for many 
years spent largo sums of money on promoting tho consumption of 
tea in tbose countries, and despite the present shortage of supplie~, 
it was doing everything in its power to ensure that the demand 
would not fall below the pre-war level, when to[!, was again more 
re'adily aYailable. Competition from other beverage~ liko coffeo 
and coco-cola was kee11, and any increase in the price of such tea. 
as was at present aYai\ahle was bound to operate to the adVantage 
of theso competitors, [!,:rid to prove detrimental to the efforts of the 
International Board to promote the consumption of tea, With 
demand exceeding supply, the drmger rnigh~ not appear very real at 
the present time, but within five years inm·eased quantities 
of tea would be available from China, Japan and the Notherl[!,nds 
East Indies, and it might then be too Jato to recapture markets 
which had been lost in the meantime. Evidence had already been 
received of tho adverse effect which the recent increase in the price 
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of tea was having on the markets, both in Australia anti in America, 
A Jetter received in Calcutta at the beginning of the Year fro>n one 
of the lending blenders in Australia stated that plent~ of coffe.o waa 
available there a't about 3 sh. a pound, and tha~ any lllCrease 1ll the 
retail price of tea would result in a considerable fall in the d~mand. I 

Australia had always been regarded as a safe market for fndian toa 
because the public had the ten habH very strongly inculcatell,_ but 1 
the fact that coffee was being consideretl as a substJlute I 

was an indication which the Chamber should not be lightly dis. 
missed. The competition from other beverages in the U.S. A. 
needed no elaboration, and il; was onl:y by the strenuons efforts. of 
the International Taa Market Expansion Board that consumptiOn 
was maintained before the war. A report from New York, wl1ich 
appeared in The Statesman of the 11th March, contained tho 1 

following!lentence :-

Admittedly the increase in prices, to which reference was made, 
was due mainly to tho termiriation of the Block PUI'chase Scheme 
and the resumption of private exports, but tho Indian Tea Associ· 
ation conl;ended that this report clearly indicated the effect which 1 
an increase in the price of tea would have on American demand, 
and the imposition of an export duty of 4 annas per pound consider
ably aggravated the position. 

For thase reasons the Chamber considered that the impositioll 
of an export duty on tea, even during tho p1•esent period of world 
scarcity, was detrimental to the long-term interests of the Indian 
tea industry, 

The export duty was subsequently imposed at this rate, but 
from the statement of the Finance Member at the time of its 
inclusion in the Budget proposals, the tax is understood to be a 
temporary measure subject to withdrawal if there wore indicationE 
of curtailment of Indian tea export;;. 

Baroda State Income Tax.-:-In accordance with notifications 
published in the Baroda State Gazette of 6th June 1946 and 17th 
October 1946, the Controller of Stores, Baroda State Ro.ilways, had 
apparently been deducting in respect of the State income ta:x: a 
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percentage from bills for goods supplied, and by a circular Iotter of 
17tl1 January 1947 contractors whose place of business was outside 
the State flnd who were doing business with the State Railways, 
were advised tt1at recoveries in respect of State income tax would 
be made from their bills. -

On an enqnil'y from a member about the legality of the 
recovery, especirdly in the case of contrac.tors who had no 
place of business or representative in Barada and who sold to the 
State Railways on F.O.R. terms, the Chamber appoached the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce for opinion, as the Bombay Chamber 
had had ~he matter under consideration and had been in touch with 
tho State authorities on the point, 

The Bombay Chamber's information on the question of liability 
to tho tax was that the word "supplied" must mean delivered 
and was i:rrosp~ctive of \;rhere the contract was made, wbere the 
property or risk passed or where the price was paid. If therefore 
goods were delivered in Baroda, that would attract tax on IS% of the 
invoice V!J.luo. 'l'he words "F. 0. R.", it was pointed out, were often 
loosely used as referring to the price and not to the place of 
delivery. 

The Controller of Stores, Baroda State Railways, informed the 
Bombay Chamber (1) that there would be no difficulty about orders 
placed as a result of tenders because the State· authorities would 
stipulate the necessary conditions regarding tho recoveries of tho 
tax in the tender form, so that might adjust their 
quo~ations accor(lingly; and (2) that tax would be l'ecoverablo 
in respect only of those ordars wbich.were placed on the Baroda 
Sbte tender forms. Open orders or any orders placed as a result 
of quotations made by suppliers on their own forms and subject 
to their usull.l conditions of sale would not be liable to this tax, 

Delays in the Hearing of Appeals before the Income Tax 
Appellate Tribunai.-Tn May the Chamber again drew the notic.e of 
Government to instances of serious delay occuring in the hearing .of 
ttppen.ls by the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. 

Enquiries which had been made by the Chamber showed that 
although the time tukon fo1· tlte hearing of appeals by the Income 
Tn.x Appellate 'l'ribnnal varied considerably, cases in which at least 
six months olapsed before disposal were the rule mthor than the 
exception. In all theso instances, the ordinary processes of asses
ment and applicn.tioQ to the loco,l income tax authoritie:o l1ad taken 
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place, and the delay which occurred on reference to the Tribu~a\ 
had caused serious inconvenience. It was therefore urged by the 
Chamber that GoV"ernment should draw the attention of the i 
Tribunal to the desirability of exPediting the disposal of the cases 
sent to them, and if necessary take measures to strengthen the staff 
who were available. 

Government in reply shlted that the Tribunal, as constituted a! i 
present, aimed at disposing of appeals within twelve months of their 
institnhl.on. Under the existjng circumstances it was not possible 
for the Tribunal to dispose of appeals within six months and the 
request of the Chamber in this behalf could not be given effect 
unless the strength of the Tribunal was greatly augmented, which I 
Government regretted they were unable to consider at ~he present 
june~. 

It was stated that application made to the Tribunal to expedite 
the hearing of a particular appeal was invariably granted if good 
reasons were furnished fot• giving it preference over other appeals, 
and also, that while in the past H was not the practice to inform the 
asseSsee of the presentabion of an appeal by the Income-tax Depart
ment, stepS bad now been taken to ensure that due intimation of 
the presentation of an alJpeal by that Depar~ment was immediately 
given to the assessee by the Tribunal. 

Government aesnred the Chamber that, subject to the diffi., 
culties referred to, every endeavour was being made to expedite the 
disposal of appeals. . • ! 

It may be mentioned here that in consequence of a resolution , 
passed at the 1946 _Annual General Meeting of ·the Asso~iated I 
Chambers of Commerce of India, the constituent Chambers were , 
informed that the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal at Patna bad 
been transferred back to Calcutta on the 21st April. 

·Income Tax: Taxation of Non-resident Companies.
Membe:s of the ~hamber who were agents for certain putposes 
of oe_rtam non-re~1dent companies were served with notices under 
Section 19A of the Indian Income_ Tax Ao~ by the Income Tax 
Officer, and were treated as agents within the meaning of SecHon 
43 of the Act. Acco:r~i~g to the advice of its Solicitors, the 
Chamber sought the OPlnton of Senior Counsel on the uestion of 
the procedure to be adqpted by these members i q • ·~h 
orders under Section 18 (3D) aud l$A of the Act, n connection WI 
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The Chamber issued to all members the full text of Senior 
Counsel's opinion in Circular No. 127-1947 of 11th July 1947. 

Taxation of the Income of partners while on Active 
' Service :..:....The Committee of the Chamber addressed "the Central 

Board of Revenue in a matter which came to notice concerning 
the assessment to Income-tax and Super-tax of partners of firms 
who were taken into National ServicB under the National Service 
(Eu1•opean British Subjects) .Act. 

In several oases brought to the attention of the Chamber, the 
Inoome~t!l.x Officer in making" his assessments had deemed partners 
in a. position to be "not actively engaged in the conduct of the busi
ness" during their absence on National Service and had treated 
thelr share of the partnership profits as unearned inocime which 
now made a subetantie.l difference in the amount of tax payable 
by them. ·It seemed to the Chamber that a hardship was involved 
and the request placed before the Central Boal'd of Revenue was 
that the hardship might be remedied by executive instructions to 
Income-tax O.ffioe)\s to treat as eat'ned income, in the oircums• 
tances, the share of partnership profits drawn by partners of firms 
in respect of the period during which they were engaged on 
National Service ·under the National Service (European British 
Subjects) Act. The Chamber pointed out that there was precedent 
for special instructions to that effect, inasmuch as, under the 
Excess Profits Tax Act, e. directive was issued to E. P. T. Officers 
in the following terms :-

Where a. Direetor who woUld otherwise have been a whole time service 
Direetor under Rule 7 (2) of the flrat ochednle, Is serving with the forces and, 
eonsequently-, is unable to give whole time servioe to his eompany-, he may- never
theless be traated ae if be would have been within that Sub-Seetion." 

As f!l.r Ml the Chamber is aware the Board bas not yet issued a 
direc~ive on this point, and no indication li!Ls yet been given of the 
thei"r attitude to the Chamber's suggestion. 

Capital Gains Tax: For.m of Return of Total and World 
Income etc.-The Centra.! Board of Revenue" in e. notification 
No. 14 of the 24th May invited observations· and suggestions from 
any one who would be affected by certain amendments to the 
Indian Income Tax Rules 1922 in respect of the Capital Gains Tax 
tmd the Form of Return of Total and World Income etc. proposed 
ln their notification. 
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ThEfCham~er had no comments to offer on the draft amend. 
~ants except ln the case of Clause 5 which sought to add to the 

form o~ return of pal'ticulars to be furnished, under Section 38 of 

:i:s~n:Jan,tncome Tax Act, 1922 '', o. provision requiring the sub. 
. by any dealer, broker or agent or any person Concerned , 
m the z.n~nagement of a stock or commodity exchange " of a stare• 
mont glVlllg tho_llames and addresses of all persons to whom the 
assessee had paHl any sum in excess of Rs."lOOO in comiection with 
t~a sale, exclmnge or transfer of a capital asset or on whose behalf 
OJ from whom the assessee had receh•ed any such sum lllld t' 
culars of ali such payments and receipts. par l· 

While the Chamber appreciated the need f . 
~rrangement as a corollary to the Co. pi tal G . T Ol some such 
mcorporated in the Income 1' x A . ams ax scheme now 

to the notice of the Central Boar~ of ~!~~~u~r~~l:h! Prominently to 
unnecessary burden which th' ery heavy and 
upon all_ affected dealers, ~;o~~~~o:e:d_amendment would throw 

payments and receipts in excess of Rs. ~;~~t:n ~~: ~~:~er o~ 
changes alone was enormous and ind' 'd l fi Ex 
be put to very conside!·able trouble lVI ua rm.s of brokers would 
retrospective effect from the 1st A ~nd expense In. providing-with 
opinion, would be a m f Pllll 946~what, lll the Chamber's 
which would be an emb::s o tmtneoessarily detailed information 
In the Chamber's' view tl;:s::~~reto the Board ratlJer than a help. 
adequately met hy returns containinrnents . of t~e Board would he 
ments and receipts in exCess of Rs. ~.~~~~rculals of all suoh- pay. 

The Chamber requested th t f 
to a modification of Clause 5 ofath:~~~~:;!le considemtion be given 
and confirmation that the obligation to fil mendm~nts to that extent, 
fined to" any dealer, broker or agent or :~hose teturns was con. 

the management of a stock or commodity s:c:ae:;~:\. concerned in 

Indian FinanCe Act, 1946 . Add. , 
of the Company"-Reserves.-it Wi\llt~:nal Super Tax: "Capital 
graph entitled "The Budget: Indian Fi recn.lled from the para~ 
(Amendment) Acts", in the Annu I R nance n.nd Income Tax' 
by the Central_ Board ofthe Rovo~ue ;~:rt. for 1946 that a ruling 
certain reserves for th!l PUt· pose of supe;~ven on the treatment of 
the Chamber Was seeking clarification ~/" assess.m.ent and that 
forms of resenres created to_ jlr .d the POSthon of certain 
deposits, OVJ 0 the funds for E, P. T, 

II 

li 
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'l'ho ruling specifically exempted three reserves by nanHJ but 1~ 
offered no indication that reserves fulfilling similar conditions to I 
those three reserves would also be exempted, 

The Chamber asked the Board to clarify the conditiuns to be 
fulfilled by a "non·doductible reserve" by whatever name·it might 
be cn.lled, In the Cbttmber's opinion a good case existed, for 
example, to include in the Jist of "Exempted Reserves" those re· 
serves Set aside for E. P. T. Deposit's, as these E. P. T. reserves 
were not to meet normal liabilities but to conserve funds for the 
creation of new asSets. 

The Central Board of Revenue replied that the general oondi. 
tions to be fulfilled by a "non-deductible reserve" wore that it 
should, more or less, be permanently employed in the business and 
should not be in the na~m·e of a reserve for meeting any outstanding 
liability or expense. The Board considered that the Excess Profits 
'l'ax Deposits Reserve would not satisfy these conditions, 

Indian Taxation: Dividends declared and paid in the U.K. 
by Sterling Companies,-In the Chamber Report for 1945 reference 
was made to two Cltl-:les awaiting the judgment of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council on the contention that Explana· 
tion 3 of Section 4(1) and Section 4A(c) of the Indian Income Tax 
Act were ul!ra vires the Government of India. At that time the 
Chamber thought fit to approach the Governor:.General-in.Oouncil 
for an auangemeut whereby the Central Bon.rd of Revenue should 
agree to give refunds with interest to all Sterling Companies taxed 
under these provisions, but was unsuccessful for the reason that 
Govemment wn.s unwilling to tn.ko any ste}JS until the verdict of 
the Privy Couneil'.wa.s known, 

On the grounds that tho procflClure prescribed in tho Indian 
Income 'l'ax Act for carrying the case to the Privy Council had 
not been followed, the Judicial Committee eventually dismissed 
one of the eaaos disputing the validity of Explann.tion 3 of Section 
4(1) and it was understood that the company concB'rned purposed to 
pursue thB matter through the channels open under the Indian 
Income Tax Act. 

Against this !Jreakground tho Chamber in June examined the 
case of a member firm which had lodged appeals before the 
Appellate Assistant Commi~sioners for the annulment of assess
ments to income tax on dividends declared and paid in the U. K, 
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by .companies under their management and now wished t.he 

Uhamber to support concerted actioi:t by other a.ffeded asse8soo8 · 
or on their behalf to submit a memorandum to the Central Bolnd 
of Revenue requesting that, having regard to the doubt about tho 
Ya.lidity of Explanation 3 to Section 4(1) of the Indian- Income Tax 
Act, tho Income Tax Officers bo directed to defer collection of tLtx 
until a judicial decision on the issue was obtained, 

In consultation with the Income Tt~.x Sub~Oommitteo and in 
the light of legal opinion, the Chamber resolved not to proceed 
any further with a matter wl1ich in presenb oircum.~htncos wotJ]d 
be unlikely to gain a sympa-thetic hearing from the Revenue Board 

and Was in any case still obscure, in as much as the second cnso 
referred to above had not been decided yet. 

Income Tax and Business Profits Tax (Amendment) Act 
1947.-The Chamber accepted without comment the Income Tax 
and Business Profits Tax (Amendment) Bill introd~ced in the 
Constituent Assembly by the Finance Minister on November 29th. 
The main effect of this le'gislation is to extend the tax on capital 
gains to agricul~ural land which has not paid hmd revenuo in 
India and, as regards Business Profits 'l'ax, to make to 

tax only that part of the profits of a business which arise Indio,, 
if carried on by a person not resident in India in the caso 
of businesses which are controlled in I;dia resident not 
ordinarily resident, interests. The capital of companies is ;

0 
be 

computed on a similar basis. 

The India A.daptation of lncome~Tax, Profits Tax and 
Revenue Recovenng Act Order 1947 . I d P k. ' 

for ~voidance of Double Income Tax:-;~~~~ i: ai:::~ll~ig:ee~.~~: 
se~ttng out the amendments for adaptin tl k· "' g 

.Acts. to administration in Indi8. as s~pa~~a:or r lllgs of ~he above 
emhodying the terms of the agreement reached f om .Palnstan, and 
Dominions on the method of assessment to aJbetw:e.n. the two 
proceeds of in com~ tax o.rising in' one or tb ' .ld d!Vlswn of ~lie 
'l'he Publication of the Ordei 011 the !;t~t~ei or both countnes. 
several doubtful points pertaining to the r bT ecember cleared up 

cial interests operating in India and ~:~i~tt:~o .tax of . 
Chamber was then giving consideration TJ 0- to winch 
decided to a_wait actual experience of the w~:·ki~amber has _I·ecently 

taking Up points of likely d'ffi g of the agreem~nt 
drawn. 1 cuJty to Which attention 
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Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act and Rules, 1941.-As in 
previous yearS, various problems connected with the Bengal Sales 
Tax .Act and Rules have been dealt with by tho Chamber, Before 
the dissolution of the Bengal Government at the time of the parti~ 
tions of India, rio ..;tatement had been receivod of Government's 
intentions in tbo matter of the amendment of tho Act and .Rules to 
1~1eet the suggestions of the Chttmber for improvement, ment~oned 
in the t946 report, and the subject remains in [l,beyance. 'l'ha 
existing legislation gave rise to the following points during tho 
cm·rent year. 

Appfication of Benaol Boles 'l'ax to goods despatched to 
Oho<><dcnw1w, Station.-A member draw attention to the opera· 
tion of the Sales Tax with l'Oferenco to the French territory, 
of Chandernagore, and in particular to Chandernagore Station 
which, while situated ou~sida French territory, was of course t1sod 
regularly for goode in transit t? French terl'itory. 

'l'his member £rm stated that when t.he 'l'ax was first introduced 
they were given to understand that dealers ~ituatad in French 
territory would be exempt and [l.CCordingly goods sold to them would 
not be subject to the collection .of Sales Tax. No reference was 
o.pparently made to them about -Chandernagore Station, bnt they 
were advised by the Governmen~ Dep[l,rtment concerned to obtain 
do£nito statements from dealers who _bo.d their bu.~inosses in 
It'rench territory, in ord€'r to obtain the exemption. This firm were 
eventually informed ~h1<t they would bo required to pay Sales Tux 
on certain small transttctio~s which occurred during the quarter 
ending February 1946 on account of the fact that goods were des· 
patched to Chandernagore Station. On approaching the Assistant 
Commissioner- for Salas T[l,x in Calcutta, Lhey were informed that 
Government were now about to frn.me a ruling under w-hich goods 
forwarded through this Station for dealers in French territory 
would be exempted. 

The Chamber suggested that if a ruling were introduced by, 
Government to exempt frmn Sales 'l'ax all good deJtined for 
Clmndernagore passing_ through Chandernagore Station, it would 
be oquitab\o to render such an exemption to some extent retrospec~ 
tive, e. fl·• from the year of imposition or at least from the beginning 
of 1946. 

It was learned in May that Government has instructed tho 
Commissioner of- Commercial Taxes to issue a ruling to that 
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Operation of Bengal Sales 1'ax in West a'ud F t B 'l 
The question of whether the exemptions from-Y·~ 1 enn;.
allowed undeJ· section 5a (v) on goods despatched by or :ueabeh ax 
;fa dealer to an address outside Bengal were still in operation alf 
ar as transactions between West Bengal and East Bengal we~: 

concerned, presented some difficulty to members aner tho establ" h 
ment of these new provinces in August. 18 • 

f E ~c;.ordi~g to the terms of the India and Pakistan (Adaptation 
o . XIS rng. aws) Order, 1947, laws in force which define the terr· 

:~:~:: ~h~:~~~~o~~:~ee~::;:o7:::/~a~~.a~ated t; exclude any terr~~ 
form the territories of the D . . f ~ ugus 15th ) were not to 
Pakistan on the other Thonn~on o India on the one hand and 
tl1e purposes of Sales T' . ~s ~ seemed to the Chamber that for 

vinces of West and Ea;;·B:~::r ::~~eo~e ~: t!!le other .of the pro

mad~ to an outside province. This .view was :!:~h: If ~ho.v were 
note Issued by Government on the 19th September, ed m a press 

Punjab Sales Tax Act and Rules -
Chamber obtained through the cour~esOn behalf of a member tl~e 
Chamber ~he information that there was: ~f ~~e Northe~·n Indw. 
Tax on goods supplied to th R .1 ° hab!ltty to PuUJab Sale~ 
outside that .proyinoe. 'l'h: goa~d:a:u Contro_ller of StoJ•es from 

railway matorials despatched to Lahore fr~l:e~~~:~a~::~~a ~::;, and 

13) FINANCE. 

Exc~ange Control: Remittance f 
Account of Sterling Companies,-A mao Net Tea Proceeds on 
o_f a Sterling Tea Company, applied t:tber firm, agents in India 
hon of ~he term "wor.king expenses in 1 h~ ~l:a~ber for a defini~ 
u~dertakmg required by the Reserve Ba~~la 1n l~s relation to an 
ss:on was granted for the remission of r of Ind1a befoJ·e permi
prm_cipali'J. __ The Resen•e Bank asked for upee funds to their U.K. 
remtttances to the U.K. during any eassurance that the total 
the balance arri.ved at by deducting fro~11 ~r Would not exceed 
of t_ea, (plus any remittances received fr he gross sale proceeds 
dunng the ear liar part of the year· for 0111 th~ U, IC. principals 
expenses of the tea gardens) tho entire Wo l~eetmg the working 
plus all tax liabilities in ID:dia, The rkrng expenses in India 
~n ~xplanation of the term from th Chamber had not bOen· given I ' lnchned to believe that, if clarificati:n Reserve Bank and were 

,...- Were sought, the answer 

I 
J. 
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would be that the interpretation must vary for each industry, 
if not for each Company. In these circumStances it wa~ considered 
that the matter was one which the individual Companies con~ 
cernend would need to tako up themselves with the Reserve Bank. 

Indian Economic Conference_ {30th Sesson) Calcutta, 1947.
The :lOth Session of the Indian Economic Confer·cnce was arranged 
to take nlace in Calcuttfl. on the- 22nd; 23rd, and 24th Dece_mber 
i947. Tl~is Conference is mainly an Inter-University organisfl.tion 
which holds an annual session in various parts of the country to· 
diseuse economic subject!! of ourrent importance, particularly to 
India, and normally foreign_ delegates, well known in economic 
circles, are invited to participate in the proceedings and frequently 
to deliver lectures to the Economics Department of the Universities. 

Prior to the forthcoming Session the Chumber, which was 
repl'esented at meeting!! of the Finance Committee of the H.eception 
Committee of the Conference by the President and Secretary, 
contributed towards Institutional membership of the Indian 
Economic Conference as a token of support a11d at the request of 
the Recaption Committee circularised to members an appeul for 
similar financial grants towards the cost of the Conference. 

Reserve Bank of India (Amendment) Bill, 1947.-In the 
course of the year the Government of Burma decided to entrust the 
currency and coinage of Burma to a Cunenoy Board of its own and 
gave notice to the Government of India under paragrapl1 21 of Part 
II of the India and Burma ( Burma Monetary Arrangement ) Order, 
1937, for the termination of the joint monetary arrangements govern
ing India and Emma outlined therein as from tho 1st of April, 1947. 
The effect of this decision was that the Reserve Bank Ceased from 
that date to function as banker to the Government of Burma or to 
manage its note issue, and the object' of the Reserve Bari.k of India 
(Amendment) Bill, 1947 was to enable the Reser\•e Bank to up 
its affairs in that country by deleting all references to Burma the 
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, 

This Bill was supported by the Chamber and has since been 
passed. 

CUSTOMS 

Proposed- Tariff Negotiations between members of the 
Preparatory Committee ~;m Trade and Employment.-In comwo-
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tion With the participation of In~ia· in the work of the Preparatory 
Committee on Tr~de 'and Employment, the Chamber-at the 
instanca of the Associated Chambers of Comm~roe-forwarded to 
the Commerce Dep:utment of the Government of India early in the 
YBEI.r, the suggest~ons of members regarding desirable changes in 
the tariff treatment of India's products of tea and paraffin wax on 
entr-': into oountrieA abroa.d. As regards the first commodity, it was 
recoin mended to Government that t-he Preparatory Committee's 
negotiations should aim. at a general· reduction in the tariff rates 
imposed in the ~ifferent importing countries with whom negotia
tions were opened, in particular, Canada Australia and the United 
States. On the queStion of India's exports of paraffin wax of 
wbioh n. large proportion goes to the United Kingdoin, 'the 
Chamber hoped that the existing preference of 10% ad valorem 
would be retained, since it was only by virtue of this advantage 
that India could oompete in the U.K. market. 

Propo1ed increase in the rate of tea cess.-In reply to a 
reference from the Government of India, the Chamber supported 
~ reco~m~ndation of the 'l'ea Market EXpansion Board for an 
1m~ed1ate Increase in the ra!e of cess on Indian tea exported from 
India from Re. 1/- toRe. 1/6!- per hundred lbs. The cess was fixed 
at. this figure in 1938 with the Chamber's approval and was main
taiDed at Re. 1/6/- until.1945, when it was .reduoed toRe. 1/- by 
agreement between the Indian Board, on which the Chamber 
has _two repres~ntatives, and the Government of India. A re
yerston to the Ingber rate was deemed necessary to cover 'the oosts 
of t~e w~rk Board in Indift, and abroad during the ensuin yoar • . i:t~, :9~~~10n of the cess at Re. 1{6/- was notified on J':nuary 

Relief from Import Duty on Raw M t . al 
Early.in the year the ~ssociated Cha.mb:r:~f ~used in In~ustry.
for the com~ents of its constituent lnembers ommerce 01r~ulated 
the Kara~h1 Chamber on the strength of th " .• Propo~a.l made by 
the demand for relief from Custo d e Intentton to meet 

ms uty on raw materials 
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impOrted for industry, . eXpressed in the 1946·47 Budget speech 
of the Han. Fimmce Member. The Kara.chi Chamber suggested 
that having regard to this promis~ and the shortage of s_teel in 
India at that time, relief shoUld be sought from the existing 
revenue duty of 18-l% ad Valorem on a. tariff value of Rs. 30/- per 
ton of iron and steel scrap, the raw material used in re-rolli:ng mills 
-'-wbose output Wall solely for industrial purposes-and consumed 
by rollin"g mills in the ma.nufacture of finished steel sections. 

The Beng.il Chamber supported the suggestion and the Assooia. 
ted Chambers ultima.tely took the matter up with the Government 
of India from whom a reply was received in October stating that, 
pe~ding the outcome of the Interna.tional Conference on Trade and 
Employment, then in session at Geneva, Government did not 
propose to make any tariff changes, except in pursuance of the 
decision taken on T&riff Boa.rd reports, 

MARINE 

Pilferage oii board vesSelsleaviiig Calcutta.-Further to the 
record in the 1946 report of steps proposed by the Port Police in 
order to put a stop to pilferage from ships lying at the Dock:s, the 
Chamber was asked in the year under review to inform the Principal 
Offioer, Mercantile Marine Department, Calcutta if reports reaching 
the GoverntUent of india of thieving taking place on board vessels 
leaving Indian Ports, bad a.ily basis in fact, 

So far as Calcutta was conoerileci, the Chamber had reason to 
believe from the) oommeO.ts of the Shipping Sub-Committee that 
ships in the port were p.ot Suffering from pilferage to the same 
eXtent as at other ports, It was thought that· the grea.te1· part 
of the broaching of cargoes consigned from Calcutta, of which there 
had been complaints, Wa11 taking place at ports of destination or 
intermedia.te por~s of ca.ll and, on the whOle, there was no evidence 
of increase in thefta in vessels sailing Cram Calcutta, as even ·the 
petty thefts of the effects of ships crews, etc., so common last year, 
had been considerably ~eduoed. 

Interpretation of Charter Party Clause : Notice of Readiness
In view of a difference of opinion between the Owners. Agents and 
Charterers concerned, the ques€iou of whether the time and place o_f 
the issue of notice of re!l.dinesS to ioad was affected by the option 

I': 



___ c ___ , , ___ ,_ ----.. '--'---
-· --------··-----------

( 42 ) 

contained in tho following Charter Part~ Clause was referred to the 
Chamber's Shipping Sub.Committee ~n N.ovember :-

''Tile cliar'terers to lwve the steamer in the 
Kt'dderpore Docks or otl1er coal bel'tliS qs ordered, usual fJ4 ho 111,_1 

notice of readiness to be given by the Ma'ster 01- r he Agents. ·• 

Wliile granting that the words regarding readiness were mis
leading and better deleted· ~rom this cla_use, the Shippinf{ Sub
Committee did not think the clause had anything to do with the 
matter of the vessel's readine~s to load. If, (or inst'ance, none of l 

the optional loading points were available, say for 3 days, it would 
be manifestly unfair to penalise the oWner to the extent of hire for 
tha~ period, Tho Ship's Master would nOTmally berth at the p;int 
advised by the Charterers, but this did not seem to the Sub
Committee to affect the readiness issue and it would be in order for 
the ~aster to tender notice on ani val in the port provided the 'ship 
w~s 1~ fact ready to load. The Chamber Committee endorsed 
this VIeW.' It ~s understood that the matter was ultimately sett.lod 
to the satisfactiOn of the intere-sted parties. 

, Thel M;;chant Navy Officers Training Committee: Question
nt~e-~ n _ovember the maritime Chambers in the membei·ship 

:ubm~t d~:::~ai:ed Chambers. of Commerce of India were asked to 

Navy Officers ;;:::;n~~~~:i~t~: aG~;stionnaire_ of th~ Merchant 
ing present and future trainin fa~T . ornp1ent of_ India, conce.rn
to serve as deck and- engille~r 0~0Ities. ~or candid~tes preparr~g 
Marine. With the guidil.nce of their e~s _m. the Indian_ Mercantile 
Chamber Committee dealt witli this en hi~pm~ Sub-~ommittee, the 
their rep}y being in favour of e:x:tend.ed tqu:r~ m detail_, the gist of 
by the training ship '~Dufferin'.'. Gove ratnt~g on the lines provided 
to the fact th~;tt any scheme for :~~e~t s attention was drawn 
officers would be governed bY the I" a.:mng deck and engineer 
tut~rial s~a~ and it would be impolit~:Ited number of avai~a.ble 
thetr. ~rammg: t~o standardS demanded to reduce, by c~rtadmg 
acqmrmg cert~ficates of competency. from those destrous of 

Manning of mechanically propelled f , 
address~d to the Goverment of West-Ben l;hlllg ve~sels-In a letter 
Industnos Department, the Ch b ga' Commerce, Labour !lnd 

·the Shipping Sub-Committee, a:~or7edOomm~ttes, after reference to 
o: the Government of India for P;escrib~=n:lal approval to proposals 
tiona for officers serving on .ll)OClhariicall g he necessary_ qualifica~ 
· ' , y- :propelled fishing vessel~ 
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which to sea. Special examinations for the commanders 
and first of these vessels were very desirable, in the Chamber's 
opinion, and should not co.ll for the extensive knowledge required by 
personnel of deep sea merchant ships, except as rog!lrds _the need for 
a sound knowledge of the regnlat.ions for preventing collision ·~t .~ea. 

As far as enp;ineersof mecho.n~al fishing vessels were concerned, 
the Chamber thought they should at least be in possession of a 
driver's licence, but tho examination such as is given to those in the 
inland water trade for small craft should be adequate for them. 

IfGovernmcnt contemplated drawing up rules governing these 
examinations, the Chamber suggested the setting up of an Expert 
Adviso1·y Committee, of the type of competent, qualified 
merchant servicemen to found in Calcutta and elsewhere. 

Indian Dock Labourers Regulations, 1947.-'l'ho Govern-
ment of India _cirCulated for opinion on the 31st tho draft 
Indian Dock Labomers Regulations, framed under 5 of the 
Indian Dock Labolll'ers Act, 1H34. 'l'he Chamber, with the support 
of tho shiPping interests in its membership and of the Master 
Stevedores Association,. approved the draft rn\es as a whole and 
commended their adoption. It was suggested however that the 
Master or Chief Officer of !l vessel be accepted as a "competent 
}Jerson" qualified to undertake the responsibilities for loading laid 
down ill'Pa1·t IV of the rule;~, a practical arrangement practised 
under U.K. regulations. 

The Indian Dock Labourer1:1 Regul!ttions in a revised ~orm 
were promulgated in the Gazette of India of tho 7th January 1948, 
and take effeot from .the lOth February, 

Bengal Pilot Service: Pilotage Fees.-On the issue of Ministry 
of Transport Notification datocl the 7th October, by which a sur~ 
charge of 25/~ was levied on tho existing scale of pilotage fees for 
the Port of Calcutta, the Chamber !l.Sked the Government of India 
for the reasons for which the surcharge had boen imposed. 

Government stated in reply that the surcl1arge it had become 
necessary because of a heavy deficit which occurred in the working 
of the Calcutta Pilotage arningements during 1946.47 and a fmthor 
deficit expected in 1947-48. 

Malpractices at Coromandel and Malabar Coast Porta : 
Tindal's Protests.-The Calcutta Insurance Association forrmrded 
to th.e C.hamber in J.uly a complaint from .Lloyds Agents in Cochin 
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O.gainst the unsatisfactory procedure in practice at that port of 
recording, withoUt verification, protests made by tindals of country 
craft and other vessels in respect of cargo jettisoned en mute due 
to stress of. weather, eta. In 1937 the Chamber had had some 
corresp?ndence with the Chambers of Commerce in South India on 
the subJact of malpractices of this nature and as the poor evirlential 
value of tindal's re.ports was apparently Still a source of trouble to 
marine interests, the Chamber again referred the question to the 
Chambers at Madras, Calicut,, Oochin, Coimbatore, Tuticorin and 
Cocanad~. It was suggested that it would be to the advantage of 
~ommerCJa! concerns in Southern India if these Chambers could 
ID~uce the Government of Madras to enforce rules governing the 
~hng of tindal's protests on the lines of those promulgated in 
Travancor~, .W:here an official examination of the ct·ew, vessel, cargo 
storage facilttl9s and weather conditions on the day in question 
p~eclu?es the acceptance of false statements by tin dais and renders 
~ _em ha~!~ to .prosecution under the Travanoore Sea Customs Act 
tf cargo ls Jettisoned in suspicious circumstances. 

Ch Itb is ~nderstood tha-t action has been taken by the affected 

Oo;~n e:~o u~~~r::~lt~h~;e not yet known, e:x:cept in the case of 

Madras has declined to accept ~~:~;~as:~:~. the Government of 

Shipping_ Service between India and h . 
enquiry was received by the Oha.mber . ot er Countnes,-An 
Government of India, Department of 0 ln January from the 
to w~icb the shipping services betwee:~me.rce, abo~t the extant 
of the world fell short of the immediate r n~ta and drfferent parts 
c~mmerce. It was also requested thatq;~rements of trade and 
h~sitate to report; to ·the Department, from . e Cha~ber should not 
dtfficul~ies which might be experienced wit~llle to. hme, a~y ~pecial 
a_ny particular trade route. regard to shrpp1ng on 

, The Ohamber.amphasised that wh"l 't 
claim t_o speak fOr the services fro~e ~:l~~~~ao~ly appropria.tely 
Wo~ld In ~orne measure apply to the servic tts observatiOns 
Indta, particularly on _the East Coast.· · es. from other parts in 

. Genm·al Tonnage Position.-:- 'The tonn . 
vano~s berths was sufficient, and ·in·~ age avalla.hle, at- the 
sufficrent, to cater·for the cargo offerin any c~ses more. th~n 
tem~orary shortages of- tonnage and in~~rrThe.re Were occasional 
outside the control of shipowners such as ha upt10ns due to causes 
delays, inadequacy of labour d· rbour strikes, Customs 

, 'an communal disturbances,· Other 
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factors temporarily disturbing the normal flow of trade and 
necessitating alteration in tonnage programmes were (a) changes 
in the volume of goods allowed under tho export quota system and 
(b) difficulties experienced sometimes in· providing the partioular 
type of vessel most suitable to. certain route a and trades. 

Calcutta/Straits, Chi110 Jilpan.-The amount of cargo offering 
during recent months was small and insufficient to fill the restricted 
number of sailings maintained by the (1alcutta/Japan Conference. 

New Z~aland.-After the derequisitioning 
of vessels by Ministry of War Transport early in )94.6, a 
service of approximately one steamer per month was instituted 
from the East Coast and one from the West Coast of India to 
Australian main ports via CeylOn. The tonnage so placed was 
adoqna~e to lift all cargo offering, though occasional releases of 
additional quotas for the export of jute and jute goods created 
temporary shortages of tonnage, met as quickly as possible by the 
fixture of steamers over and above the regular so!vice. There 
were several steamers, partic~larly from the West Coast of India, 
which sailed for Australia with space available. 

The traffic from India to New Zealand, almost; entirely from 
the East Coast, was catered for proM war by throe direct sailings 
each year. After rlorequisitioning, full cargoes were loaded for 
New Zealand in two direct steamers last year and an additional 
half cargo was lifted in December with the result that the berth 

cater"od for as regards cargo. The recant canM 
collation the New Zealand quota of jute and jute goods totalling 
2,500 tons meant that there was now a negligible quantity of cargo 
awaiting shipment and this was at present catered for in sailing 
for Australia with transhipment there for ·New Zealand. 

As regards passenger traffic to both Australia and New Zealand 
thoro was a heavy backM]og on tho waiting list owing to the absence 
of passenger vessels during the war and inability of the Government 
authorities to provide adequate tonnage for military personnel. 
The maximum use, however, was baing made of all passenger 
accommodation and arrangements ·wore in train to improve tho 
position. 

Calcutta/Trans-Pac(fic/U. S. A. NtJrth Atlantic.-Tbare· was 
ample tonnage to meet all requirements. The present export 
quotas, particularly of ju~e and·jute goods, considerably restricted 
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businesS" which was less than sufficient to fill the tonnage available 
on these trades, 

Oalr.u~ta/U.K.-The U .. K. berths were very fully covered and ~ 
ships usually had to wait for oarg'?, not shippers. The position f·.i 
was of course complicated 'by the prolonged strike at the port of 
CalouttP.. 

· Calcultaf Oaritinent.-Bartbs to Hamburg, Anhverp, Rott'erdam 
and Bremen were fully covered and the present tendency, due to 
export quot~s restrictions, was for the tonnage to be· in excess of 
available cargo. Any increase in offerings would be readily catered 
for as the Lines serving this trade were anxious to add to the 
tonnage on the berth. 

. Calcutta/South Amm'ica/River Plate.-Tbese trades WBI'e ade
quatelY catered for by the tonnage placed on the berth. 

Oalcuu~JiVest l!ldia{Oaribbean and li'iji.-There was a. monthly 
service from Calout~a. to _the West Indies and the Caribbean which 
fully covered the cargo position. A considerable waiting list for 
p~ssenger accommodation to Fiji w:as now in course of being 
c~~:tsred for by a recent fixture. 

Bay of Bengal Services : (a) Calcutta .Ranuoon.-Tonnage for the 
the employ~ent of cargoes, Government, military a.11 d commercial, 
\yas adequate throughout. The same could n~t. howe~er, be said 
for passenger tra~c which, until t!ie end of 1946 was greatly in 
e~ces~ of the avatlable accommodation, clue entirely to vessels 
being o~cupi.ed i~ trooping, Dtuing the last few months of 1946 a 
number or ves~els were rele'ased fo-r commercial operation and this 
enabled .v~ry large numbe·rs to be ~oved both to and from Rangoon. 
The position_ no:" was that two vessels opel'ating on this service 
frequently were&unable to secure full complements of .Passengers 
leaving Rangoon, 

, (b~ Ohit~agonn/Alcyab/Rangoon.-Cargo demand was negligible 
on th~s s,eJ:vice. Passenger accommodation fir:as inadequate but 
str!_nuous efforts were made"to Dleet the abnormo.l demand which 
sprang. up after the disturbances in Eastern Bengal. One vess81 
was w1th~~awn .from ~he. Calcutta/Rangoon run to rovide a 
regular sallmg frorn Cb1ttagong to A.kyab and RangoOn Pand back 
once every ·ten days. The POsition ~s no.w in ha.nd, 
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(c) Rangoon{ Coromandel Coast.-All CEI.rgo, which was small 
in volume except between Vizagapatam and Rangoon, was 
catered for by the present service, Passenger accommodation was 
still Short, but the B. I. Company hoped as their vessels were 
released from troopillg, shortly to place a Ptlssenger ship 
permanently on this service, and were meantime untilising all 
available paseenger accommodation on the Calcutta/Rangoon run 
to Cater for those desiring to travel between Vizagapatam anQ. 
Rangoon. Other Coromandel ports were still not catel"ed for, the 
Scindia Company which formerly operated on this service having 
had its vessels direc~ed elsewhere by Gov~rnment. 

(d) Rail.goon/Mad1·as.-All cargo requirements were being fully 
met. Two passengers ships. were now on the run. 

.Apart from isolated mi.ses in, the passenger trades, the require • 
mente of trade and commerce were being adequately supplied at 
the present time and the Chamber assured Government that the 
Shipping Lines generally woUld take all possible st11ps to see that 
any future expansion of trade would be fully covered in so far as 
oppor~unities of shipment were concerned. 

Subsequently, as it was learned that the Chittagong Chamber 
had not been consulted by Government, a supplementary letter was 
sent to the Dep~~ortment of Commerce dealing with the U. K. and 
Continental Service from Cbittagong. These had been, and would 
contin~e to be, fully supplied. 

Clearance of cargoes from the Docks : Port Commiesioners 
Strike : Customs House delays.-Congestion of cargoes at the 
Docks, assigned to various causes, and the allied question of demurr~ 
age charges by the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta received 
the attention of the Chamber at intervals throughout the year, 
During and immediately following the Port Commis-sioners' labour 
strike, accumulations of goods awaiting clearance from the wharves 
and transit shade and arrears of work in the commercial section of 
the port reo.ohed serious proportions, leading in April to organisa. 
tion by the Cham bel" of a joint meeting of the C~amber's Shipping 
Sub-Committee, the Calcutta Import Trade Association and the Port 
Commissionel"s, in order to discuss ~ays and means of mutually 
speeding up the discharge of cargoes from the port. n was then 
a-greed that the emergency Oll.lled for the full co-o_peration of all the 
·interested pa~ti~s in the solu$ion of their respecHve difficultiell, On 
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the part of the Port Commissioners special arrangements were 
~ade for dealing with ship's documents and rent collection, 
while on the Chamber's aide emphasis was laid in a ·circular iasued · 
to members in August on the importance of expedition in the 
passing of shipping bills by shipping clerks, one of the points coming 
to the notice of the Chamber Committee in consequence of an 
investigation ~nto delays in the dis.ohal'ging and loading of ships in 
the Port of Calcutta, 

Thes'e combined· eff01·ts to restore normal conditions in the 
workings of the port were largely frustrated on the import side by 

. the massing of import cargoes at the docks, held up on account of 
the diffioulties of obtaining the necessa.ry lice~oes for their release 
under the amended Import Trade Control measures which Govern
ment broUght into effect in May. Several members also attributed 
slow clearances and resulting heavy expenditure on Port Commis
sioners' rent charges to delays in the Customs House. In such 
oases the Chamber sought the advice of the Calcutta Im.port Trade 
Association, which was e~deavouring in close contact with the 
Port Commissioners and the Customs authorities to investigate the 
whole position, and His understood that in most instancas the 
.matter was settled. satisfactorily, Recent complaints of Customs 
delays wer_e before the Cham bar when this repol't went to press, 

Connnisaioners for the POrt of Calcutta : Increased Charges 
from Sept~mber lat.-Because of additional expenditure on st11ff payme~t~ m aocordance with the. recommendations of the Pay 
~ommtsston and an anticipated deficit resulting from a rise in opera
tional c~sts, the Port Commissioners announced at the end of June 
that t~etr charges were to. be further increased as from the 1st 
August. From the point of view of sb~ppers fulfilling forward 
_contracts, the Cha.m?er· has repeatedly suggested the im ortance 
of the longest JlOsstble notice being · P 
charges. In this instance the Point wa::~ 0~ increases in port 
~ham~er's representative on the Port Oom:~s· rougbt up b_Y the 

tn ha.Vlng the new rates deferred un_til Septe~~~r wl~~. succeede~ 

Dredging oE the Lakhiya River · · ' 
Dakatia River at Chandpur-Me bat N~aY8.Dganj ·and the 
Annual Report for 1946 that tb~ o:~~:r :~1. recall from t~e . 
tions made by the N arayangunj . Chamber of CpPorted the sugges- · 
ment for the dredging of the La.kb R" ommerce to Govern-

yo. tVer near Narayanganj, 
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During 1947 the Ch11mber represented the urgency of the 
, position on two occasions.· In April the Government of Bengal 

was again warned about the serious shoaling of the Lakhiya and 
Dakatia rivers in the region of Chandpur and of the blocking of the 
river channel to Talthalla and Serajdigha. Later a joint inspection 
of conditions in the Lakhiya and Dakatia rivers was held by 
representatives of Inland Steamer Companies and the Narays.nganj 
Ohamber of Commerce, in company with officials of the Bengal 
Irrigation Department and from the facts submitted to the Chamber 
in July it was clear that if something were not done immediately 
to prevent further shoaling of these waterw~ys, the difficulties of 
manoeuvring large vessels in channels already blocked by natur~J 
and unnatural silting would undoubtedly soon reaGb a stage which 
would render the ports of. Na.rayanganj and Ohandpur unusable for 
riverine tra:ffio serving the trade of Eastern Bengal. The Chamber 
was aware that the late Government of Bengal had had navigation 
in the Lakhiya and Dakatia rivers under review in connection with 
a long term scheme for development of the "up flow" from ~he 
Brahmaputra, but in addressing the new Government at Dacca in 
September, stress was again laid on the point that the only feasible 
course to adopt, pending the completion of this plan, was the short 
term measUre of dredging certain parts of the rivers, in order to 
provide an adequate channel for riverine shipping immediat'ely and 
keep it open against sming in the next few years. To this end the 
East Bengal Government was strongly urged to sanction dredging 
operations in the current. financial year, so that full advantage 
could be taken of dredging equipment before and in addition to the 
normallow water season activities of the dredger "Alexander", 

The Chamber's letter also invited at~ention to the unnatural 
silting of the rivers at Narayanganj and Chandpur caused by :firms 
erecting buildings and jetties as close to tlie river ' channel as 
possible, as well as the deliberate sinking of the countrY craft of 
owners who wished to induce silting in the river bed; while o.t 
Chandpur the channel was further en~umbered with large numbers 
of country boats anchored directly opposite the steamer ghats. 
Government was asked to keep suoli undesirable developments in 
oheck and continue the steps already taken against illegal encroach· 
ment in these vital waterways. 

Discharge of Salt Steamers: Lay Days.-Because dock labour 
refused to work salt ships at night· during communal disturbances, 
the Chamber on the advtcs~of the Shipping Sub-Committee issued 
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a -ruling in November 1946, and again in October 1947, stating 
that the hours 8 a.m.-4 p.m. should be adopted for the specified . 
period of disturbance in the oalculation of lay days under salt 
charters. On the second occasion it was notified that no similar 
ruling would be given in future for periods of stoppage for less than 
sb;: working days, 

RAILWAYS 

• The . Railway Budget 1947-1948.-The most important 
features of the 1947-1948 Railway Budget proposals wez·e (1) an 
increase of one anna in the rupee on passenger fares ; { 2) 
additions to certain station to Station freight rates ; and (3) 
an extensive programme of construction including locomotive 
workshops, housing for staff etc. at Kanchrapa:ra, rerfiode!ling 
of stations and increase in lower class coaching stock, The 
Chamber had no cri~icisms to make on these plans, but suggested 
that the European Group at the Centre should oppose retrenchment 
and take up wHh the Transport Member the questions of the future 
provision of adeqtmte (acilities for the movement of coal the need 
for improved supervision on the rai!w-ayR and support t'o railway 
officers in checking indiscipline among railway workers. 

Interim Railway Budget.-On the deoiaration of independ
ence on An~ust ~5th the Central Government in power introduced 
a fresh Ratlway Budget for the period 15th August 1947-3lst 
March 194-B by which a rise in rates and fares was enforced 
from. the 1st January 1948, On the expenditure side the budget 
~rovtd~d for. an all round increase in the railw-ay wages bill, 
mcludmg further foodstuff concessions for railway staff. It was 
not commented on by the Chamber. 

Claims against the Railways Administrations for lost or 
damaged go~ds.-Members were informed in the Chamber's reports 
for 1944, 194<J and 1946 of the efforts of the Cha . 
~n effective change in the unsatisfactory meth::er to brmg, about 
m dealing with claims for goods lo.<~t or dam a 'ed. s of th.e Railways 
pondence with the Railway Board, While :lic'1~ trans1t. Correa~ 
ance~ of the Board's attention to the matter /tlng general assur
materia\ improvement. in the administration '

0
f 1~ not l~ad to any 

ments, or result in any noticeable differ~nce in th:li; r~~::::s1~:~~~t; 

~=~?:.~~--.............. _,_, 
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and general attitude. But bearing in mind the view of the Boa.1·d 
that the remedy lay in closer contact between the commercml 
community and the local railways, the Chamber Committee in 1947, 
on receiving further complaints against the laborious process of 
establishing claims for losses on the railways, took eteps i.n two 
directions. Firstly, complaints and criticillms were put before 
the Chanlber's Railway Sub-Committee and, secondly, the Chamber 
initiated discussion on such matters at the QnRrterly Informal 
Meetings held fol' some time past between the Railway Adminis
trations Rnd representatives of the Calcutta Chambers of Commerce. 
At one of these meetings, in May of the year under review, it was 
decided that a Sub-Committee including one member from each• of 
the Chambers of Commerce should be appointed to go into the 
workings of the Railway Claims Departments and submit their 
reports to the Quarterly Meetings. The programme of this Sub
Committee was of necessity interfered with to some extent by the 
reorganisation of the East Indian and Bengal Assam Railways, 
pursuant on the recommendutions of the Bounda:ry Commission ; 
but a copy of their report on the claims organisation of the 
E. I. Railway at Benares has already been forwarded to the 
Chamber by its representative, Mr. S. S. Mehta. 

Indian Railway Conference Association : Proposed revision 
of Rule 78 : Classification of Goods.-Among the questions listed 
for discussion at the July 1947 meeting of the Commercial Com
mittee of Interchange of the Indian Railway Conference Association 
was the revision of Rule 78 of the Indian Railway Conference Rules, 
for i:he purpose of associating trade and commercial interests with 
proposed changes in the general classification of goods, or the 
General Rules contained in the Goods Tariff. The Special Officer 
dealing ·with post-war revision had recommended the circulation of 
all Ruch suggestions to Chambers of Commerce and Trade Aseocia~ 
tions whose opinions should be taken into consideration by the Com~ 
mercia\ Committee in open session when applications by the 
railways for alterations in the Goods Tariff were under reference ; 
and furthermore that traders interested in the matter should have 
the collective ridht of arguing the case before the meeting in tho 
manner and at th_o time agreed by the Chairman. 

As the Commercial Committee themselves felt the scheme Was 
' impracticable, commercial interests and Railway Advis~ry Com

mittees were invited in April to submit their ideaS "'il a stmple and 
workable plan by which the same object could be attained, 



iD. a latter sent to the Chief Commercial Manager, B. N. Rail. 
way, the Cbmb9r took the opportunity to express strong views on 
past experience of the ·disregard by th'e Commercial Committee of 
the I.R.C.A. of recommendations made by the Chamber interests in 
this connection. Strictly speaking, ·Rule 78 in its present form 
merely provided that revision of classification or the General Rules 
be referred to the General Secret&ry of the I.R.C • .A.. Who should 
obtain the recommendations of the Commercial qommittae on 

them ; but in practice proposals of this kind were in fact circulated 
to Chambers of Commerce, and presumably the views so received 
were taken into account by the Commercial Committee. This con. 
o~ssion wl.s valued by the Chamber, The complaint was thnt 
the Committee rejected these proposals without giving any reasons 
or ca.lling on the traders concerned to state their oase. The 
Chamber was not convinced that the procedure visualised by the 
Special Officer was unworkable. Granting that the hearing of 
oases in open session might complicate the proceedings of the 
Committee, the Chamber stressed the need for continuing to consult 
Chambers of Commerce, Industrial Associations, etc., and for 
satisfying traders that attention had been given to their arguments. 
An amend men~ of Rule 78 with this object in view was accord. 
ingly suggested. 

Up-country Surveys : Shortage Clairns on consignments 
conv:eyed by Railways,-With reference to the form of Survey 
Report on up-country oons.ignments showing evidence of damage 
or lose, which the Railways a_dopted in 1939 in consequence of an 
arrangement come to between the Associated Chambers of Com
merce of India. and the Indian Railway Conference Association, the 
Oh~mber moved the Associated Cha.mbers in April to bring to the 
notice of_ the yonference that, according to information 'received 
~.rom th_e Calcutta. Insurance Association, consignees were .finding it 
1ncrea.s1ng!y difficu~t to obtain these certificates of damages and 
shortages from ~tatt.on masters and other railway officials. It was 
though~ that th.ls m1ght be due to staff changeR since 1939 and that 
ne~ rRllw&y perAonnel were not aware of the agreed procedure, 
Wh1ch ~he Conference was now_ asked to bring to the attention of 
the R~~oilwa.ys pledged to carry 1t out. The tt . . . 

waa recti!ied under instru~tions to the Ra:a;:· f~:~s t~:h~!:~ 
ference General Secretary s Office in the following month. 

Chirmiri (Bijuri) Barwadih Survey.-In Marchi · 
that the E. I~ Railway proposed to lay a new line to !r:::r~ear:~: 
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assist the development of the coalfields of Sonha.t, Kurasia, 
Jhilimili, Bisrampur and Hutar situated in Rew:ah, Korea and 
Surguja States and Palamau District of Bihar Province. In order 
to estimate the volume of traffic from these fields on the proposed 
line from Ba.rwadih on the ·E. I. Railway to Obirmiri (Bijuri) on 
the Bengal Na.gpur Railway, the ·E. I. l;1.11.ilway issued a question
naire to .elicit the neces~ary data.. The replies completed by 
members and affiliated Associations of the Chamber were for
warded to the E. I. Railway with a. genera.! commendation of the 
scheme, which it was considered would provide a. much needed 
outlet for coal from the Bokaro Co&lfi.eld to Western India, so 
relieving the congested bottleneck at Mogha.lsarai. 

Bengal Assam and East Indian Railways: Time Tables.
Prior to the revision of the time tables of the East Indian Railway 
and the Bengal Assam Railway on the 1st April and 1st October 
1947 respectively, the Chamber, after reference to members, 
submitted a number of suggestions to these Railway Managements 
for changes in train timings and additional travel facilities, mainly 
to meet the requirements of office staffs, In another part of this 
report mention is made of the analysis of office hours sent to the 
Railways for guidance in the provision of rail transport during the 
rush hours, 

Demurrage on Railway Wagons: Treatment of Sundays aa 
dies non.-It may be remembered tha.t dm·ing the war the Port 
Commissioners and the Railways issued a joint notification with
drawing the privilege of treating Sundays as dies non for the pui-pose 
of demurr"a.ge on wagons to be unloaded by the consignee. Thera 
was no great difficulty in conforming with this order at the time, 
because the restrictive provisions of the Factories Act in regard to 
Sunday work were either not in operation at all, or were consider
ably relaxed to allow maximum production, A different position 
arose, however, when an amendment of the Factories Act fut"ther 
reduced working hours after the war, so that jute mills and other 
industries were fo.ced with strict adherence to the 1J'aotories Rules 
governing Sun9ay working on the one hand~and, on the other, the 
neoGssity to effect quick release of wagons by reason of the standing 
order of the Port Commissioners and. the Railways that ~undays 
must count for demurrage, 



formal and informal appron.ches to the Railway Board with a view 
to the cancellation of the 1941 notification. 1'he Board appreciated 
the difficulties of wagon clearance by industrial concerns subject 
to the Factories Act, but in their reply to the Chamber it 
was made clear that a return to the pre-war demurrage rule could 
not be considered as long as it was necessary to conserve wagon 
power, of which there was still an acute deficiency calling for all 
pos~ible means of increasing wagon usage. ln addition it 
was pointed out that the demurrage and wharfage rules 
framed under Section 47 of the Railway Act pro\•ided, and 
had for many years provided, that Wl1ere the free time allowed 
includes Sundays, X'mas Day, or Good Friday, such days would be 
allowed free oxcept as regards demurrage on goods vehicles 
waiting to bounloaded and on all coaching vehicles. In view of this 
statement the Chamber Committee agreed that there was uo 
purpose in continuing the correspondence at this stage. 

In a notificatiou of the Chief Commercial Manager, East 
Indian Railway, dated the 22nd JanuaJ·y, 1948 the following 
measures of the Railway Board for improving wagon turn-round on 
the E. I. Railway were intimated:-

(1) The free time for loading and unloading of wagon!:! would 
be reduced from 9 hours to 6 hours. 

{2) Sund~ys should not be treated a~ die~ non. 

Pro~ased Scheme for the Prevention of Theft of Coal from 
the S,hal~m.ar Yard:-Mention was 111ade in lll'evious repOJ"ts of tho 
Cha~ber s mterest m steps for eliminating thefts of coal from tho 
Shahmar Coal Yard. In the cnrrent year the Commissioners for 
the Port ~f Calcutta consulted the Chamber on a Proposed scheme 
for enclo~mg and patro!H~g an area. of tho Shalimar Coal Yard as 
a preventive _measur~ agatnst thefts of coal,-a matter which ]Jad 
been the. sttbJect of discussion between the Joint Inland Steamer 
Compames and the Par~ Commissioners. The Commissioners 
offered to enclose the area m question at a capital cost of a roxi
mately Rs. 80,000/- and to arrange for permanent Wat 1 PP ·d 
staff costing a little over Rs. 7,0001~ Per month ~~ and War. 
expenditure it was proposed that a rental h · o cover tins 
cotta b. per month should be levied UPon 8:1~0 t~:ge o_f ~s. 4/8/- per 
which varied from Rs. 4/· to Ra. 12/- Per cottah Per :~:~~g rentals, 

The Port Commissioners were informed that t 

the Chamber who were interested as Depot holders i~e t:~e~b:~~~:: 
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Yard were in favour of the scheme and were Pl'epared to pay the 
surcharge necessary to fina.nce it: In the event of the Port Commis
sioners being able to secure similar support from other holders, 
the costs and the final amount of the surcharge-which might pre
ferably be a percentage on existing rentals-would presumbly be 
worked out in more detail and might, the Chamber suggested, be 
subject to review at the end of each year's working of tho scheme. 
No further information bEts l'eached tho Chamber in this connection. 

Coal Production and Transport: Coal Distribution Lines
The Chamber was invited by the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
to comment on a plan drawn up' by tho Government of India for 
the development of coal distribution lines during the enHuing five 
years. 

The Chamber recorded its general support to the plan after 
consulting those interests iu this part of India who were concerned, 
on tho assumption tha,t a return to more normal trading conditions 
throughout the country coupled with the other meaAures now 
being taken \'"auld so improve the wagon position as to enable the 
railway to cope with the increasing traffic between the coalfields 
and Calcutta, The plan did not add to the line capacity of the 
railways in the coalfields themselves (apart from the proposed 
development of the Kajora·Jambad-Samla section,) or between the 
coalfields and Calcutta, and the Chamber thought attention should 
first be given to the existing arrangements ·for clearing coal 
from the coalfields in Bengal and Bihar. 

In bringing this aApect of the matter to Government's notice it 
is kuown that. the Associated Chambers stressed the point that the 
immedia&e neod was in respect to the coalfields of W e~t Bengal 
and Bihar, whereas the plan of the Railway Board was a long 
term one which might well be delayed in completion through 
shortage of materals and technical perAonuel. 

Deduction of money order commission on payments of claims 
and refunds.-A question concerning the obligation of the payer 
to tender the full amount due to the payee was the basis of a 
letter written by the Chamber to the. Railwuy Board in• September 
in consequence of a complaint from a member that one of the 
railways in Eastern India insisted on deducting money order 
commission from sums payable in re~pect to claims for refunds, 
!ltc. Although the amount involver\ was trivial in itself, the 
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?ha~ba.r.thought the attitude of the railway concerned was wron 
m prmCI~le and. difficult to understand in view of the fact tha! 
other T!I.Ilways ~~this area customa.rily arranged refunds direct 
to the , payee Wlt:wut deducting money order commission. In 
requestmg t?e Railway Board to look into the matter the Chamber 
drew attentwn _to the unnecessay correspondence as well 
annoyance to claimants arising from this unusual procedure. as 

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS 

Calcu~ta Telephone Service.-At the beginning of Jui 
Chamber, tn response to complaints made b b Y the 
the General Mana Y mom ers, approached 
marked deterioratio~e;f t~:lephones, Calcutta District, about tho 
set in during June, Calcutta telephone service which lind 

thos~~:s~~::~:rfo:~~e full~ aware of the difficulti_es under which 

excessive load on th~ e:i:~;:~cem:~:alt~ouring, in particular the 
equipment and shortage of re laceme y.stem an~ the worn-out 
cal ?efeots were wholly respo~sible fo~·t~;l:td n.ot thmk tl~ese techni
the Inordinate time taken in ohtainin a mo.m complamt, namely 
cltange and subsequently in es~abl" h"g ny answer from the Ex
ration to say that on occasion ten ';o ~~~t:he cal~. It was no exagge
before an answer wO.s made fro tl E on mmutes might elapse 
~o si~ minutes were frequent. ~u::r1 ::~ange and waits of three 
In thts respect was better, bttt certain! nes~ hours the po.<~ition 
wa.s t~at business house exchanges c;::::t\hsfactory. The result 
q~ute mcapable of coping with their ng of several lines were 
Vte:V of the relatively improved ser~ic~or~al telephone traffic. Tn 
ratwn which had set in, the Chamber c:rror to the present deterio
the recent relapse was not d uld not but conclude that 
A further souroe .. of difficulty to ~eus~:~esl: i~;ertechnical deficiencies. 
to adhere to the grouping" hours specific ests Was the failure 
tory and, where "grouping" was in fo d on pag~ VJ of the Dirac
number when asked for by the subscribe/ce, _to gtve the particular 

In his ;eply the Genera\ M 
Chamber for its Understanding ;nagar, Telephones thanked the 
which were being experienced i:~l appreci~tion of the difficulties 
?alcutta District and explained th HI Operatton of the service in the 

Ill the service coincided with outbr:a::t;~t c!: which deterioration 
muna.l disturbances, 
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a·nd how the slight improvement evident before those grounds for 
complaint had arisen was Mncurrent with a marked reduction in 
the number of communal incidents reported throughoq.t the city, 
and less uneasy working and living conditions prior to H. M. G's 
and H. JJ:. the Viceroy's announcements on June 3rd. Advantage 
was taken by the District Stlpervisor -during this comparative lull 
to work .off arrears in the maintenance of oxohange apparatus 
and plant, and subset·ibers' lines and apparatus; opportunity was 
taken also to restore confidence among the female operative staff 
and encourage them to· be more regular in attendance and to 
make special efforts for a much needed improvement in tho service. 

During the last week of May and the beginning of June, fear 
and tension was again prevalent particularly among the female 
telephone staff,_when widespread trouble of a serious and grave 
nature was evidently anticipated.· Simultaneously 'with the high 
percentage of absentees among the staff there was a greatly 
increased traffic ·load. Tho General Manager deScribed the diffi
cu\t.ios of maintaining the service in these conditions, in spite of 
the loyalty of many· operators, and "stated that sanction 
had been obtained for an increased number of operators as reserves 
to meet such abnormal situations, and for additional supervisory 
staff, but that it would take many months to tr~in efficient 
operators and supervisor!.'. 

'rhe Chamber was finally informed that the Park and Howr11h 
Exchange Ex:tension Schemes for additional operators' positions to 
red~ce loading had been completed by District staff. The manu
facture of the new switchboard for Calcutta Exchange had been 
completed by Bombay Telepholl.e Workshops, and staff had arrived 
for installation. It was expected that the work of installation 
~vould be completed by the end of the year and the new switchboard 
would be brought into service for redistribution of loads, and a 
marked improvement in the standard of service might be expected. 
Bombay Telephone Workshops were still busy on the manufacture 
of the addition!,\] switchboards for Burrabazar Exchange and it was 
expected that this work· would be completed :early in 1948 when 
installation work would be taken in hand. 

Mr. W, E. Skip with of Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co. 
is the present representative of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce of India on the Telephone Advisory Committee set up 
·by the Government of India at the end of 1947, 
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Postal HoHdayl!;-ln reply to the PresidencY Postmaster, 
Calcutta, who asked what tho Chamber's views were on a proposal 
that the stttff ~f the Postal Department should be granted the same 
number of holidays as were enjoyed by the administrative officon 
of the Central Government, the Clmm:ber stated that it had d 
would consistently oppose such an increase. The Chamber had a~ 
fact pressed for a reduction in the number of holidays taken ~n 
.:r0t~le:nm~nt Departmonts~and strongly deprecated any extensio~ 

hohd~ye observed by a Department of such vital importance 
~o c_ommercJal firms ~s the I?osta\:Department, The vast majority of 

usmess ho~ses were open for the handling of urgent business even 
on t~; restncted number of llOlidays observed comm.ercially and 
wou ~or that reason be greatly inconvenienced by suspension of 
the delivery of postal articles on closed holidays. The Chamber 

~~~:;!ore. pres~ed both that tber!l should be no extension of th~ 
. ys observed by the Postal Department and for the con

tmuance of post~! deliveries on closed holidays. 

. According to recent letter from tho Pre'sidency Postmaster it 
~ pr~osed to arrange additional. deliveries on postal holida~s 

em e:rs were asked if the times of delivery suggested would be . 
. ~sef;l to them and in accordance with their replies tho Presidency 

is o~nm;:~:::a;/ecently ~~en informed that the majority opinion 
11 a.m. but it is a~ ::diti~nal morning service, preferably before 
serve a'ny useful~ou;po:e~g t an afternoon post on holidays will 

Cash in Transit""-West and East B 
extent of delays in deliveries of re is~:gai.-TI~e question of the 
currency .notes addressed to East ien r:1d and ms.ured parcels of 
~bamber m correspondence With those g . Was biOached by the 
twne. w~ose members had financial de of.tts c~nnected Ass?cia
Certam teolated cases of undue deJa w al~ngs In .that provmce. 
.the Calcutta Insurance Associatio~ ~:~ r.eported m a letter from 
substantial e~i~ence Was required to ~Phold 1! rwas felt t~at more 
postal authorities concerned. epresentatwn to the 

Frain the replies received to th" . 
that delays in remittanc.es to E~:te;~:Ir~ the Ch~mber gathered 
and we.re attri~uted to recent orders of ~hi had been experienced 
gover~mg the exchange of currency betwee Government of India 
mea.nmg that before the arrangement Wa en the two Dominions, 
remittances were held up for weeks in t ~ Properly organised, 
Exchange Departme~t a,t D . heir passage through the 

• . _ acca, A rnarked improvement in the 
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time of delivery was, from all accounts, becoming evident at the 
beginning of 1948. so that the Chamber bad no reason to pursue 
the matter beyond this point. 

Air Mail Fees.-Members are aware from the last Chamber 
report that, pursuant on the 1946 Annual General Meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce of India, a resolution in the 
following terms was submitted to the Director General of Posts 
and Air:-

"That this Association, having regard to the importance to the economio 
welfare of the country, moro particularly its industrial and commercial advance
mont, of the Air Mail Services, now, or likely to be, in operation between this 
and other countries, urges upon the Government the necessity of an early revision 
of the existing Air Mail rates with a view to bringing these nearer tho levels 
which were in operation prior to tho war." 

According to an Associated Chambers of Commerce Circular 
to members, the Director General's reply stated that tho Department 
Were fully alive to the desirability of offering low air mail rates, 

· 'I'he air mail fees tO the U.S.A. had already been reduced and the 
Department \vould consider fudher reductions of rates as and when 
circnmstances permitted. This did not seem to this Chamber to 
deal with the urgent requirements of the business community in 
this country, whose particular need was for a decrease in the cost 
of air mails to tho U.K. In view of recent reductions in the U.K.
India rates, the Associated Chambers were asked specifically to 
request Government to introduce a reciprocal reduction in westward 
mail charges and enquire why there bad been delay in this step. 

Dharamtaila Post Office.-The Presidency Postmaster was 
informally approached in May regarding the need for the provision 
of extra staff to cope with the accumulation of mail, particularly 
registered mails and money orders, at the Dharmatalla Post Office, 
where, according to a member of the Chamber, the communal dis
turbances at that time were having the greatest effect on the postal 
service in the area. The Chamber was promised the co-operation 
of the Postmaster in this matter and the complaint has not been 

repeated. 

Posting of Indian Mails at the Calcutta G. P. 0.-By coudesy 
· of the PresidencY Postmaster, tlle Chamber was able to continue 

in the year under review the service extended to members last year, 
in the issue under cover of Circular No. -123-1947 dated the let July 
of a tabla showing the latest hours of posting of principal Indian 

mails at the Calcutta G.:P:'O. 
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INDUSTRIAL 

Workmen's State Insurance Bill, 1946.-The pu~lica.tion of this 
Bill in November 1946 brought into concrete form the proposals and 
bou~ter propos a. Is put forwa.rd over a num bar of· years paRt on the 
question bf legislation in India providing for health insurance for 
industrial workers, For the past decade or so the Chamber has 
had oooasion to consider this subject and in recent years was 
closely associated with preliminary discussions of the Labour 
Conference, first on Professor Adarkal''s Report and later the 
·"Unified Scheme'' suggested by Messrs, Bta.ok and Rao after a 
vi~it to India, at the request of the Government of India, for the 
purpose of report on this and other allied matters. 

On certain fundamental points the attitude of emploYing 
intereSts expressed through ·the . Cha.inber in its criticism of the 
Workmen's State Insurance Bill was based on the opinion pu~ 
forwa.rd and recorded in ~he Chamber rep~rts of 1943, 1944 and 1945 
in connection with the Adarkar and Stack and. Rao reoommenda~· 
tions, as for instance the objection of some sections of employers 
to the "triple cover", of employment injury, sickness and maternity 
benefits incorporated in the provisions of the Bill, The Chamber's 
VieWs on the Bill wel'e communicated to the late Government of 
Bengal on the 20th March. In summary they were as follows:- • 

1. Oontrilmto7'!1 Character of the Scheme. 

The p~ovisions of the .Bm contained no spaoifi.c refe~enoe to contributions 
from either the Ce_ntraJ or the Provincial Governments. For tho suceees of 
.~be scheme it was euentia.l "that direet cont~ibutions to tt be made by the 
State as wei!RI! employers and·emp]oyeoo and this should be o:s:prc!lllod ns 
!::8~f tho schedule ll"OYe~ntng the ~at~ of employers' and employees' oontribU· 

1. Ji!inancial G-uarantee, 

It ~as oo~idered: that the Central Gcvornment should be responsible for 
\hn elltlre ndm1nistratl0n oosts, of the scheme and not aa provided in tho BiJI 
for.tw,o thirds of ~t for the flnt five yaan. Moreovor the State must be 
ultlmatel)'responlllblofortheschema'sfinanola.laolvene)', 

II. lncl~U~(on of Workman's ComJIInsaUon aiJd Mat4lrnitu Benefit 

. It was thought this .~aaau~o was p~emntura as arranll"emonts alton~Y 
:::!:~:: ::~::el7::a0118:m~~:!~;s::!:~ and. M::nit)' Benefit. SlckneBB 
tlonsof~heachome. .:::or ng for tho early open.• 

. ( Gt ) 
J. R~tpr~orcntation of Employw11' Int~trlt&tll, 

.On the Oorpo~ation Boa~d, fts Standing Conunitteo nnd M~dioal Benefit 

; ~o~:;~'!!' ~:~~=~f ~~ b:~;:01u:~~:~m=:~!~~~!~: ::~o~~~!~; ~op~:s~:~:~i~: 
consonance with the financial contribution they make to the scheme. 

6 .. D6/inition of Bickmm. 

Oe~~ain f~rma of ehrcnio die11ases of an inf11otious charaot11r should be 
e:J:cludod f~om tho benefUa of the si:hemo ; sickness arising f~om tuhorculous, 
leprosy, eta. was a matter for Btaie hospHsl treatment, since sueh diseases 
wore pravalaut among workon and would mean a heavy llabilit)'; . 

6. DejlnfUon of Work1nm. 

It froquontl)' hlippened that in outlying al'llas clerical staff were 
dependant fo~ treatment on mEidioal facilities p~ovided by omployere, Tho 
Bill should therefore he amended to oovor this category of employees in· 
factories. 

7, Liability inresp•ct of Contract Labour. 

The dlffioliltios of applying tha rule relnUng ~o weekly cash payments 
by and for casual labour of thfeolnss were such that thlaoategory should be 
exeluded from the aoheme in ita initial stages. 

8. Existing M:edit:al facilititvJ provided by EmployerB, 

Consideration was neceaaary on the question of maintaining the private 
and frequently superior medical provision made already by employen and any 
negotiationS between the Oorpordion and private bodies or individuals 
oonneotod with the opera~ion and coats of stich treatment should, in the 
terms of tho Bi11, afford a aafeguard for omployora, A lao aa tho Bill specified 
that employers should not reduce any privileges or banoflts conferred on 
workmen, by reason of their liability gnder it, it was important that tho 
Bill did not prejudice their right to withdraw hosplial facilities. 

1. Dismieetlldu•·ingBicknoB~. 

Whil& agreeing that it was necessary to prevent dismissal ofworkmon 
bceause of oaaual sickness, It should be made clear in the Bm that an 
employer retained the right to dismiss a workar on aenonnt of commission of 
offences, whether he we~e sick at the time or not. · 

.to, Liabililu of Factory Ownera for Ea:ctJrsive CruJh Ben~(lt. 

. The matter oi unsanitary conditions In faotorlos or tonemonb wa1 for 
the appropriate departments of tha Local <lovornmen~ snd·lt should not he 
within the powellS ·of the Corporation to o]a.im roaulUng extra expenditure 
f~om faotory owners roapon&lblo for U, howenr commendable the objad of 
this section Of tho Bill might be. 
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11. Cash Benefils and Hospital Treatment. 

. Ther~ should_ be no ~eduction of cash benefits for workers troatod as in· 

~:~~o~~~~~:in~;s:~:~::~~~lch might inoroase the customary PII!judioe of such 

1!!. Q~alification for a Sickness Cash Benefit. 

. Some provision linking up tho amount of work done. with weekly contribu· 
tto~s UI•Pe_ared necessary if the relative section of tho Bill were to operate 

::~:!1~:t:;:~:·e:p9lot::::~lf:rt~~dd~ys~:s s~:s::~:~:r a workman to obtain full 

Industrial Disputes Act, 1946.-Reference was made in the 
C~amb~r Report for tqe year 1946 to the provisions of the Indus
tna~ Disputes Bill, 1946, The Bill was passed by the Indian 
Logl_slature and became effective on the 1st April 1947. The new 

~ct lS a comp~·ehensive piece of legislation which takes the place 
0f t~e T.rade Dtsputos Act of 1929 and also replaces the provisions 
o eotwn 8!A of the Defence of India Rules which expired 
on t~e. 3~st March 1947, Its main features are the new forms of 
conC!hatt.on and adjudication machinery which have been provided 
t? deal ~tth.trade disput.os, the authotity now given to the· deci
sw.ns o Tnbunals. agamst which there is no appeal and the with
drawal of the war.ttme prohibition on strikes and Io k t h' h 

~:~li~o:er:~:!rsi.cted only in the case of those occu~ri·~; i: :u;l~c 

retai·~: ~::a~~:;;sn~~l~tiOJ\~n~ adjudication m,achinery, the Act 

for under the previou:n: I~tJ~n and Courts of Enquiry provided 

Works Committees' and Tri:U,nal~~ ~~:tee two new. organisations, 
recognition to Conciliation Officers whoA.ct al.so gives statutory 
~een appointed by executive action. 10 most cases have so far 

'rhe provisions for Works Com 'tt 
the m.ost controversial section of : 1

1e e~: appe~r t? be ~ossibly 
Act g~ves powers to require the em lo w leg1sl~h~n, smce tho 
Committees consisting of representativ:s ~er to const1tute Works 
men engaged 'in the establishment th f f. employers and work
~ein~ the promotion of measures f'Or seeo:~~lOn of such Oo:nmittees 
rela~lOns betweo~ the employer and' theg and Preservmg good 
reqUired to prescribe the procedure for the e wo~kers. Th.e rules 
• _.,.. . lectwn and operation . . ~ 

I 
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of Works Committees were issued during the year by the Central 
Government in respect of the undertakings carried out by them, 
and a.lso by the .Government of Bengal in respect of industries 
falling under provincial control. Towards the end of the year 
it was announ!lOd that Woi_.ks ·Committees would be instituted in 
the first place in the jute industry but, at the time of writing this 
report, the preparations for elections were still being made, and 
no Committees were actual!}" in being. 

Quite the most outstanding effect of the new legislation was 
the development under it of adjudication as a means of tho settle
ment of labour disputes. Power had, of coursfl, been conferred 
under the Defence of India Rules for the settlement of disputes by 
adiudicaHon and had been extensively used, but proceedings were 
invariably held up by the ·small number of officials available to 
act as Adjudicato~s. With the passage of the new Act, the Govern
ment of Bengal added considerably to Adjudioators available to 
deal with disputes and, as a result, an increasing number of cases 
was dealt with and formed the subject of awards. A new and 
striking feature of the system was the reference of disputes involv
ing entire industries or groups of employers to general adjudica
tion. In Bengal, before the new Act, individual cases were 
invariably dealt with but in August the Government of Bengal 
referred certain disputes in the Jute Mill industry to a general 
Tribunal·covering the industry in Bengal as a whole, and similar 
~ction was taken subsequently in respect of the Engineering 
industry, the Hydraulic Press industry and, finally, in the case of 
a large number of commercial offices; including the Chamber 
itself. 

It would be wrong to give any impression that the general 
run of decisions under the new Act was satisfactory. Earlier. 
experience of adjudications had shown that awards were often 
doctrinaire and that Adjudicators often made concessions to 
workers' demands quite apart from the intrinsic merits of the case. 
These defects continued, but the situation as a whole was made 
even more unsatisfactory as a result of three other developments. 
In the first place, the increased number of Adjudicators now 
available inevitably made for differing interpretations and different 
~mphasis. in awards, and a strong tendency towards divergent 
decisions in similar circqmstances revealed itself.· In the absence 
of any right of appeal whatsoever from decisions. of Adjudicators, 
employers affected by such decisions were powerless to take any 
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remediate action. In the second place, following on the Public& •. 
tion of the Central Pay Commission Report, Adjudicators tended 
to accept the views of the Commission on minimum earnings in 
a very uncritical fashion and, as a result, a strong tendency for 
increasing wage rates asserted itse)f, In many cases awards, 
involving an increase of 33~-% over what had been ~earned suffi. 
oient two years before, were made even in oases where the increase 
in the cost of living had been catered for by the payment of 
dearness allowance. In the third place, a number of very un
desirable precedents appeared to be in process of establishment, 
and decisions on bonus questions, on issues affecting retrenchment 
and on strike pay were felt by employers to encroach on well
established conventions and, in some cases, on accepted aspects 
of the law of master und servunt. 

In these circumstances, consideration was given to the desir
ability of a revision of the Industrial Disputes Act and, in its 
general aspects, was th~ subject of a special resolution at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
of India in December 1947. The resolution is now before the 
Government of India and the question of further action on the 
part of the Chamber is now under r.onsideration. The maill: 
alteration proposed was the grant of the right of appeal to the 
High Court against the e.wat"ds of Adjudicators, but a number of 
other important points, including a restriction on retrospective 
~~.wards and a prohibition on reinstatement in c11.ses of dismissal, 
were also included. 

Bengal Tripartite Labour Conference,-A further step in 
goVernmental intervention in the relations of employer· and 
employed was taken in November when the Provincial Labour 
Minister convened a Tripartite Conference with equal representa
tion of the Government of West Bengal, employers and labour 
to discuss.:~ 

(1) Maintenunc!;l of the status quo in industrial relations, 

(2) Stay in strike and intimidation of the management. 
(3) Go slow·tactics; 

(4) Proposals for amendments of tho Industrial Disputes Act. 

Of the six seats reserved for ell\Ploying interests on the 
Conference, each of the five principal Chambers of Commerce in 
Ca.lcutta were allotted one seat and one dele~ute W!\-S called from 
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the' Bengal :Mil! owners ·Association. The' fir!lt ,sitti.ng ·took pl~ce . 
on: the 9th December, and· immediately· before the second meetmg 
on•January 6th; the Chambers, together with the Bengal Millown~rs 
Association, the· Indian Jute 'Mills Association arid· the Ind1an 
M·ining A!:<sociation jointly ·endorsed •a letter· to Government 
set-ti'ng out their common views on the· subject ·matter of the 
Conference •agenda, 

A groat part of the ·deliberations at this and the former 
me,eting ranged around the ,question of employers' rights· in the 
matter of dismissals or retrenchment of workers during the 

of adjudication proceedings, an important i.'lsue on 
Chambers and the Benga1 Millowners Association ware at 

variance with the view pressed by Government that employers 
should agree not to exercise their privilege in such circumstances, 
ex'cept on grounds of misconduct, which if it amounted to a 
criminit.l ~ffence was for reference to a. court, other cases being for 
settlement by Government or a Tribunal. An understanding in 
regard to this point· had not· been reached at the time Of writing 
and consultations were proceeding between the 'Chambers and 
those other industrial bOdies who stand to be _affected by what they 
are inclined to regatd as interference with a prin~iple of good 
order and the long recognised r~ghts of employers_. 

-The Vice-Presiden.t, Mr,,.A, P.·Be.nthall. and·.Sir Ohar:les 'M·iles 
acted in turn for the Chambev .at the. Conference .. meetings.on the 
9th.December a.nd tJJ.e 6th,January, 

Establishment.·of;new··factories~ and ·•ex.tension ·of ··ex·isti:ng 
factol1ieso-In Oo.tober. Iilia :Employers ·Flederation oflndia,:Bor;nhay, 
invi-ted attention. to a letter received from tho· Govennmant.of I.n~ia, 
Department of,La.bour, indicating that--with a view .to·.remedymg 
defects &n·cartain fa.ctory·buildings,:machinery la:yout·and arrunge-
ments·for thc·disposal·ofindustriaLand .trade ·waste.s[ Government 
lHtd decided to revise the.Factorios -Act so.as·to 1prov.rde, !;hat 'Plans 
f0 r factory deV'elopment.t~hould•1ba .submitted :to the Chief Inspector 
of .Factories ,.before, construction ,.was "undertaken. Government 
therefore .advised indllstrialists to commlt·m.nd .obtain the a.pprova.l 
of local Factory· Inspectora.tes to any such. plans before bhe ~mend
rnent of tho Act, in order to avoid the nece~sit.y of ca.r~ym.g out 
alterations. to, and .possibly ·delllolishing •·bulidmgs IW:hlOh dxd not 
confor.m .with .. standard;requirements. 

!II 
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, c,)D, ~upport of the. :Yit;~'Y~ of tb~ · Presid~nt of the Employers: 
F~~era~ton .. and. their. ~ndustr_ial A.f~airs Sub-Oommittee, the 

. c~~;mber qomlll:Itt_ee. COmp!ended . Government's. suggestion to 
::::~ere . con~e~platlDg. ~xpen~iture . on new factories, or ex-
•.. ~--~f. SXlfl.hng faotonei!!,_ At the same ·Mme the EB.st Indiu. 

~p~m_tttel!. of the Employers, ~ederation _(the Industrial Affai 

a~~~~;~~~!~e) stressed in, a letter to. the Fe~erati~n the ca.:: 
L b C g by Employers representattves at a recent Tripartite 
-~ -~ur _onfere_n_ce, for a guarantee that . factory development 

. :~~e~es .'Y~~~~ .not be ~el_d up _indefinitely a ;waiting Government's 

n~n~ ~;:in to;:: ~:el~~:~t !~a~; the ~'eder.ation approach Govern. 
With tb • , . . ttlitn whwh the authorities concerned 
t~ ·a~oe;t ~~:~::~~-o~ o;hfa.?tory construction plans should be required 
before the expirye~f thee~, ea.~d in th.e latter case to give reasons 
ili~U~tria.li~ts should. be rr: ~tfie,d pertod,: The Committee felt tha.t 
i~'a r_eply_,were no_t receiv~:·fro pr~eed Wtth tb~ project in ~uestion 

. ~m . overnment m reasonable time. 

.· Observance of Ma 0 · • . 
tQ'tbe Director Of the I:dia a~ as a General_ Hobday.-In a letter 
Qfiie:e, ~he C.ham~er asked i ~~:~h o~ __ the Internati_ona.l La.bour 
o~~~tries regarding· the ;~~~::~ahon .on ~he. position in other . 
general" holiday, as it. ha.·d b . . f. observmg May Day as· a. 
of India., Depa.rtritent· .of. La~::r le::~ed f:o.m t~e Govern_ment 
tio~.-- of t~e _All·lndia Trade Union a~,. a.rtsmg from· a sugges
reo,~gni:~o~. of -a· May. Day holida , i . ong:e_ss, the qu~stion of 
diso~Ss10n- at the -next-Labour 0~ fn Indta. woul~ c?nie. up for 
P~;t~oulars received in answer t'o··n ~renee. ~~ the hght of the 
opmton of the Industrial Affairs ~~~ letter. lD -.Tuly, an_d the 
c~m:e.·to the conol'usion that in thiS.countrContmtttee, the -C_ba.mbe~ , 
d.ays ~re observed as holid!l.ys,· it worll:· wher~ s~ man\ festival 
the- hst .of non-working da.ys·at a·time -be IL ·mistake to. tnorem.se 
w~s .. ~o t:mpol'tant: an objective .. The A when. greate~ production 

.grass had. based: its proposal ,on .the c~19 Ind1a. Trade _Union Con
~uch: a~ ~ustraha, Fr&.noe, Finlli.nd and tom of certam countries 
mdu~tnah~ed countries like .Great· Britain Sweden •. but in heavily 
,Bel~m~, the granting of a· bolida,y. to : 'the Umted States and 
not, '-s far. a.s the Chamber was. awa.re, :~r~ers on May Day we.s 

, ment wa.s therefore advised that tb 0 . . . ccept~d ru~e. Govern-
interests represented. by H, stron 1 e · ha.mber and the industrial 

. '" g Y opposed the suggestion. 

.. The Ea_st, Ind_ia:Com:m,ittee of th · ' •' 
Indi~, we~ likewise not in f~v.our, 0; ~mplo:vers Federation of 

~. • "'~< - .!\-more ·!recent .proposm.l 

th~t the :M:tiy 'DD.y'boliday.' migb.t, in 'vi6W of"'the Prefieri~ Produot!oli 
drivS, t"ake the place of ·one oi :another· of' the usual festival 
holidays, The Comrilittee fOresaW trouble if an a.ttompt werO Uiade 
'to carrj out this cban&:e, sinCe -it Was bound to attract oppOsitiOri 
from some section of the community or oth6r. It is understood tbit 
the Employers Federri.tion of India- addreS.!l9d the Government of 
India. on the subject 'in v~rY Similar terms l~st De"cember. 

FiU:t Wages Clauses in·Ptiblii:.Contracts,...;...Vrith reference to 
~ ~overnment of ·India Sriqui~Y i!lto ~oints ~ncluded. in· -the· agenda 
Of the International Labour ConferenCe belng held at San FranciscO. 
in June, 1948, the EmPloyers Fsdere.tibn Of India iilvited · oonlriuint~ 
from the Ea§t India Committee of the Federation on a propoSal 
th~~. the Lab_o_ur ~onference -shouJd a~.opt world-wide regulaiions 
regarding labour clauses i"n p1,1qlio contracts. 

The East India. Committee recorded thei"r opposition to the 
proP!)sa.l which tliey thOught woUld ·be unnaoeSSm.ry a:nd c"umber
soine, besides involving- emltr!Lctors· irl·· troUble and expens9, and 
might givi:l rise .to se:Hous difficutt.iaB; in a:s ·much as Coiltr~totorS 
cOuld not ensure that their 'sub:.oon~r"~tctors arirl suppliers bU.d 
complied_ with the regulO:tions .. They>did ·not think the .lm.ok of 
snch rules in present organised ·collditioils would be felt a.nd no 
contr_actor .could expec~ to pa.y less than· thO. usual l-a.ies fOr the 
serVices of his eniploye6s: -

War Emergency Campa for Stevedore ·Labour : Finance.
In the Chamber repor~s ·for 1942{43_meriibers' were informed of the 
several respon·sibilities utiderto.ken b'y the'War Transport Depa.rt-" 
ment of the Government' of .India, the ShipPing Sub-Committee of 
the Chamber and the Master ·stevedores Association in the 
establishment a.nd niainfenarice of · c~~omps for· stevedoring l~~obour 
outside th,e city area during the wBr. On the closing of the c~t.rnPs 
early in 1946, the Wai Tr0:nsport' Depa.rtment demanded reimburSe~ 
ment of the surpluS funds· ih hand:in l',eturn-fo:r the oapit,al cOst~ . 
of the camps, which had been a charge on Government. ·In 1945 
it had been . agreed between the Shipping inter(!sts and the 
Ma.ster Stevedores Associ!l-t_ion that. a_ny funds sttinding to the" 
camps' a.coount when liheY weie te~mi~Bted would be distribu~ed. 
among the SJ:lipping interests in proportion to tbe amounts. ~hey .· 
he.d contributed' towards the .running costs,. and ·GovernuleD.t's 
claim. was strongly refuted for differont.reasons, a.rD.ong them beinlf 
tha.t , the ca~ps had been foro~d on Shipping interests as Par.t of · 
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t~e·wa;r .. effod.and.Government,.after. providing_ the-· initial capital 
fo~:_· t-ho cOns~ruction of the. camps, had definitely rofusod.to have 
.~:tlY,tlling to.do. with. their:. working. costs, which had. been met; by 
~hipping._ interests or the British and.- American. War Shipping 
,Administrations , in respect of those vessels owned or operated by 
~hom, to. \V:hoso foresight in providing- against possible- contingen
cies the sur:plus -in: ques~ion- was due, No -surcharge, had been 
placed on the rates of. freight at the time in order to cover this 
fi:nanciaLburden;on. the. Shipping_ interests in. the Chamber,· who 
together. w.ith ;the.,Master Stevedor.os Association, and after.Jengthy 
correspondence- wlth1 th"e War. Transport. Dop_artment, finally 
stated .. that Government's claim to the-surplus· could not be.enter" 
tained, 

The question of·the diSposal "of'these funds to the best advan
tage is still under the consideratiOn of tho Cliambor Con;mittee in 
the light of the joint recommendaHons of the Shipping .Sub
Committee ~nd,.the Mil.ster·S'tavedores ASsociation. 

Capital Goods 1for- West· Bengal.-On, the. invitation of the 
1f.inister-in-Cbarge~ Commerce,. Labour ·and Industries: Department 
of. the .. Government of Weet. Bengal, the< President ·and. V.ice-Presi· 
dent.o~ the. Chamber. attended' a conference- on· the· 25tll': Augnst 
at w-htch representativos, of. other. Chambers of Commerce, in 
Calcutta) as well as from the Bengal Mil.l Owners Association, were 
present. At the conference it was explained· that, with a view 
to discussions with the Central Government and negotiations with 
the. Trade-Oommissio~orsrof,. the va1•ious manufacturing IJounhies, 
Govornment'was a.-nXLous·to obtain an' approximate over-all estimate 
of. machinery a.nd ·oa.pital .goods which· would be needed· by West 
Bengal· during. the. throe. years.-commencing .from September 1947, 
It was agreed, tl~a.t a., quest.ionnairo. sh·ould· be circulated. by the 
Chambers·. to the~r consi;ituonts .. asking: for this·. information and 
there~ore In, a· c~rcular issued. on·the-13th September,··members 
~£.~his .. Chamber: and. affiliated Industrial Associations were 

~:;~~~n;:; .. t~:~~:l~dst~:~~ necessaTy particulars· on,. the,· prescribed 

(a) ·Replacenient 

(b) EXpansion of flxistitlg units and 
(6) New Units 

i\ 
[ 
I 
I 

I 
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Terms·o£Payment for: Supp-ly,· Dep-artment, Government of 
Jndia.-The. Cham ber·.took' str:ong-·e:x:coptio:n.; to· ·the·: decisiOm · of\; thll 
Government of Indici., to,. revert to.· th'er: former'· system· re"la.tingrdo 
contracts.• w.ith the· supply. Department,:. w:hereby 90?{ of: tho .price 
of •each·consigument,wa-s. paid' on proof ·of despatch and.Jthe· b!}hmce 
bf.· 10%. on. production of oousignee:s receipt of that goods.;.. This 
system, w.as ·a-bandoned:· in. "fa.vourof, the.100%payment Ofi'JJTOofiiof 
ins.pection1and'despatciLsome years ago and for sound reasons• 

As the result of the representations madS to them at the time, 
tho Government of India recognised the injustice to suppliers 
of the payment'sy;;tem th'en in· force: It 1oaussd-as,will''the· recent 
deciSiOn tO revert to· it-not only fiD.anciri.l Bmbarrassment.'to·many 
suppliers, but a'lSo· ·heavy o.dditiona·l; clerical work and' costS'" to 
conttactors· and Government aliKe; th'e:· needress ·do!ays·to··whii:lh 

;attention was·aiready'dmwn; irresponsibility on the· pa1't· of colr~ 
sign:oes, and .. the· Eense of unfliirness·and inequitY"which·"th'e·deci· 
sian to )ntroduce thlvlOO%'·preyment System recognis7d:· 

Revereion to the old procedure on the grounds that the .. 100% 
payment system. wa"s a wartim,o measure and, the p_resent c.~ange 
merely a return to tho standri.rd Conditions of Contract was in .. the 
opinion of the Chamber no justification fOr wh.U.t could.not·,but·he , 
regarded as a retrogr.~d~ and inequitable_ decisio~. It seemed to the 
Chamber that the real reason must be tl1e difficulty experienced 
by Government in obtaining , receipts ,from their own consignees, 
in mos.t cases departments of their Own organisation, and,that.the 
recont revision of thO contract conditi<?.ns of P_ayment.must hav.e 
as its.object .th.e retransfer to the contractOr of the.onus of obtainJng 
these receipts, apparently on tho theory tb'at the ~on tractors. would 
obtain them more quickly if 10%. of tho contract pnce were Withheld 
until they had dOno so. In the view of the O.hamber, this was. a.n 
evaEi6n of an obligation which rightly attached to the party placmg 
tho order and not to the party executing it. Tiie obliga~ion of.~he 
latter wa::~ to dliliver the goods prompt.lY and· in accordances·with 
the specifiCo.t.ions, and' of tho fOrnier to pay withbut delay for t~e 
goods whon delivered in terms of tho contract, ~The Chamber had 
no reason .to believe that exPerience of the 100% pa:ment system 
diiriTig·th·e·past·few yeaTS' had·'. been· other than:. satisfa~tO.l'Y" and 
oconomiCal ;·ami it· wa-a'rBIAvnnt to·poin~ out'thnt under that ~ate~ 
G6wrnmont .was•covered'' by ~lie contract in .respect of cla1ms for 
bl:eakn:ge,und· the--like a"S'tho contractor-· was m· no·, w.ay· o.bs.~lve~d 

"ffom hiS·-'responsibilities·· iir tliat- or any oth'er·respect·byihe. 100% 
pnyment'procedu.re.- · 
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-In· ·reply .to .these representations ·of the Chamber, Govern
men·t stated that they did not see any justification for altering the 
normal system of advance 90% and balance 10% payment in respect 
o[ supplies made by contractors against contracts ·placed by tho 
Purchase· .Organisations of the Department of Industries. and 
SupplieS. They had, howevtir, authorised the DireCtor General, 
Iridustries and SupPlies, to-relax the condition of 90% advance and 
10% balance· pU,yment and ~o allow full advance 100% payment in 
exc~ptional circumstances. 

Utilisation of_ Industrial Research.-Conthluing the usual 
practice,- the non-technical notes on different manufacturing and 
cheinical- processes emanating from the Scientific and Industrial 
Resttarc;h,Council were again this Year issued through the Chambor 
to ni.en;tbers likely to haVE? use for them. Items of iiJterest included 
_in- the notes. were the manufacture of Sintered Glass Filter~, 
MoS5~ito Repellent Cream and Rubber Sponges. 

//:.-- .,' . 
,,/' _.- Co~l Supplies to Induotrial Cons-ume_rs in the _Calcutta 

~rea,--Ar~sing from an emergency meeting Of affected inte~est:s 
convened in March by the Pr9vincial Coal Contr~ller to c:onsider 

· the ~i,_tuation which had aris9n owing. 'to 'the failui'e of the 
·_rr:ra'nsport Dlipartment; Government of India, to.'deliver supplies 
o~- ·coal for domestic and industrial purposes to iengal, two 
lli-oposals were put to the Chaffiber for views and cO-opera
tion. These were (1) that 'tho Government of India should 
sus.pend, for--~ period of a-pproximately three months, air allo.tm~nts 
to certain specified consumers in the Calcutta industria1 arcla 
,a.nd_ ~r_;ang'e for rakes of coal and coke to b~ ~ant dow~ to. six 
-c~Jitr~r depots from which t~e _industrial al!Ottees would draW 
'their: ~onthly, i-equiremen_ts on a. reduced (66i%) basis·; (2) thi,t 
arra~g~ments should be. made by the various Chambers of Oommei-co, 
in~.ividually or. collectiv-ely, to bring down coal from the coalfiBlds 
.by .'f!1.otor transport and issue it to th,eir constitUents from selected 
·_dll:mpS. 

. , T.he. ~hp.~~b~~ _endorsed the firs~- proposal subj~c.t t~' considera.• 
twn._of certatn--po~nts, .but.at-a second-meeting held .under the 
aus~Io_e.s .~f: ~?e D1rectorate of Fuels in:April it was decided (a) not 
to _.prpeee~- \;'Ht,h 'the arrangementS no~od under (1) above. and 
.!?):~)1,!!-.~}~-?B.e re;_<Iuiring s:oa~ -.by road should_ indent through 'their 
respective Chambers of Commerce for a transp9_rt .. Permit_ f~Q·l]l 

r 
I 
r 
I 
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thti. Deputy Coal· Com'misSioner (DistribUtion) who wOUld ' !i.lso 
arrange for the issue of permits for the extra petrOl re'quired. 

In pursuance of this decision members of. the Chamber who 
were engaged in the manufacture of pottery, matches, chemicals,' 
s()ap, ice, glass, rubber, leather, enamels,, paints or., mineral oilS 
and who desired permits and petrol c~upons for the transport. of 
cOal by road Were requested to submit the following particulars 
t~ the!" chamber ior .tra-nsmission to the J?~pu~ty ~Coal cOm~is~·-. 
sioner:-

(i) Name and address of applicant; 
(ii) Location of factory; 

{iii) Quantity of coal ·required by road, dUring [May,] 1947 ;· 
and 

"(iv) Quality of coal reqUired. 

This scheme was carried out _by .the Charriber until, at. the-end L 

of the year, the Government of West Bengal implemented its 
Qwn .road transport arrangements for ·bringing coal into the 
Calcutta -industrial area _by road, so that members' -requirementS 
of transport permit: and petrol ?'e from then on diverted .to the'. 
Provincial Coal Con trolley ... · · ' -' 

Coal Transport Advisory Oommittee.-In January 1948 a Coal 
Transport· Advisory Oomniittee composed of representatiVes of 
Government, Coal and Transport interests and Chambers of Com-' 
meres in Calcutta was set up under the auspices Of the Government 
of India in accordance with the ·riicent rccoffim·endations of the 
Department of Industry and Supply. Its main fun.ction was a 
review of the coal' transport position as a. whOle,' ExPeriahCe so 
far clearly indicates that the Advisory Committee is perforiuirig 
a most useful service. 

MUNICIPAL 
The Calcutta Municipal Election Ordinance.__:_This Ordillancti' 

was promulgated by the· G?vernment of VVes_tBengal' on :the 4th 
October. It seeks to amend the Calcutta- Municipal Act ,of 1923,' 
having in view as its main essentials:-

1. the 'introduction Of i 'joint elecforS.'te -syst-ein ·, 

2. the abolition of Government nominated 

3. the inclusion- of other ·public 
unreprese·n·ted; 



. _-.As ;the •.a.mandme.nts . .ea.me ·.into .-immediacts 1 force fl.hey;_1l;ppl;r 
to the holding .of.the ,next Oorporation·.eleotiOJlB; · .. T.h&y ·.oa;me: 
before the Provincial Assembly fOr adoption in the form oj 
legisla."tion a11d ·are -now law. The ·representatioD. of European 
bu~iD!J:SS 'in:teiasts··"in the '0ol'])ora.tion urider ·the 'Act has· been 
z:SducSd ~from six -seats· to .. one ·in the case of the Chamber 
Oonstituency, 11nd from ·four see.ts to one'in ·the ease Of"the Calcutta 
Trades ·A,ssociation. The Chamber has· the -position ··under r.eview 
in ··connection ~wnb~tlhe' 1918 elections. 

·Traffic in the business .• area :.Proposed.r.e-alig.nment·kf the 
· Trarnlines in Dalhousie Square.-At the.end,of July, the Chamber 
wasinvited . .to.give.am opinion.on..a..sch~me oftbe.C~lcutta limprove
t,nent Trust for the re-alignment of the tramlines i:n .and· around 
the congested.area of Dalhousie Square. The _gist of the new .. plan 
w8.s to Provide two single-line one way loops, one inner loop and 
'o.ne,outer:and.Iarger.loop,.so~esjgned as,to-

1.fal: Mrry; alHhe.trams:;witbont,one -•loop ~fre_qnently ·:crossing 
:.flb"e.clbe:r.as they ,do al;.presen~ in•DalhOusid·Squa.-re. ;. 

' '(b) give trams'direct access to a larger part. of the" business' 
g_uarter; 

__ :~)-~educe ,.con_geJ!ti.oD .. by. dispersing • over ._.a "large area .the 
,,po.intst·.at :w.J¥ch:..oflioe_,goers.•alight f~om ,and .. board. 
· t~~.! a.nd .the.points .. where,tra.ms.a.nd .v.ehicles 1 inter~ 

. <fere.:w.ith...ea.chJOther •. 

'-As. might b~ ut;;pecte.d from.the.i.ntrlca.oies_.of lliis·probletn, 
the: -Pal_nutpa ~.ra.I!lw.ay · Comp~y's _.report, on ~the . .Improvement 
Trust Scheme received by the Oba.mber poin.ted.out ,the .. pra.ctical 
difficulties surrounding the proposed ·changes, particularly the 
hi~h cost of relaying tram . tracks a.n.d re·making the roads 
from which tra.cks had.' been ·removed; Consideration was. 
g}!~.to.~evet;al.ne_w . ..a1,1ggestio.ns .for re=O:t:&'a.nisiQg . .the Calcutta; 
~m:way .srstem .which were ~Put .{or.wa.rd ,by.the•llha.mber~s 
t:~P!~sentat~ve o.n .T.ra:fiic Advisory COmmittee ;w_hen ., commentitm· 
on the Improvement Trust, ~oheme .a.t the Chamber:s , r~qussli.
T_hese ,were for.warded to the Tro.mwJ,y .90mpa.ny who commen'ted. 
as follows:-

·,. R~g&~di~g-~he ~~-~t·:~~ggesti~, ne.mely,.t~rough running of 
tram cars, the-value of a. through.runnin~ .sBl'vice was: appreciated 

( 73 ) 

by the CompanY, but experh:nenta with the system in the past had· 
not proved very successful, !'lthough it WBs still carried out where· 
p,ossible. The cost of the second scheme-removal of trams from 
the city area-was not, in the Company's opinion, juStified, nor did 
they think it would be a.ny help from the point of view of conges
tion, as more than double the number of vehicles would be required 
to move people from the tram termini. 

The Company advD.nced their own suggestions as to means of 
relief from, and causes of traffic congestion, viz:-

1. A very definite staggering of office hours, 

2. Removal of hawkers from pavements. 

3. Prohibition of garages using the public streets fo_r repairs 

4. Parking of GovernmB"'l.t vehicles in Dalhousie Sq. North 

5. Complete lack of traffic control at Esplanade opposite th6 
M6tro cinema, especially at 5 p.m. 

6, Indiscriminat6 parking of cars. 

7. Control over use by bullock carte and hand carte of the 
main roads during rush hours. 

8, Action by the Police against bad driving of motor vehicles 
and other breaches of the recognised rules of the road. 

Similar points w8re put forward by the Chamber in correspon
dence with Local Government concerning traffic control, to which 
reference is made in below. 

Traffic Control in the Business Area of Calcutta.-The 
Chamber addressed the Government of West Benga.l, Home 
Department (Police), on the need for a thorough investigation into 
the existing traffic conditions in the business quarter of Calcutta 
with particular reference to the Clive Street area, Due partly to 
the increasing number of vehicles on the roads and partly to 
the relaxation of control, conditions for both vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic bad greatly deteriorated during the past feW 
months and were approaching a chaotic stage. 

~ .. t~ the view of the Chamber, the problem called for measures of 
t_wo tYPes:-firstly, those involv~ng long-terD_? and permanent replan
Ui~g, and· 13ec~_ndly, those. whi.ch oould readily be broUght into 

1,' 

I : 
I 
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Immediate _operation, or at least given a trial at little or no cost, 
and which would go far towards relieving a situation· that wa.s 
Cast getting out of band. Within the first category fell such 
measures· al:l the improvement of street lighting throughout the 
city, especially in the principal thoroughfares; and the tenta.Uve 
scheme, considered in the early days of the war, for the provision 
of adequate parking facilities in Dalhousie Square. It was 
appreciated that this particular scheme involved far-reaching and 
expensive measures such as the realignment of the existing tram 
lines, referred to in _the preceding paragraph of this report, and the 
construction of a well-organised modern oar park .capable of 
serving the requiremimts of the district for many years to come. 
The eventual neoessHy for a scheme on these lines could not be 
gainsaid and early consideration of it was recommended· by the 
chamber. . 

The circumstances to be met by immediate action and the 
proposals for meeting them which the Chamber placed before 
GOvernment were as .follOws·:-

(i) Pavement BawkBr.s.-The side·walks-and in some 
cases even th6 streets themselves-in the Olive Stre6t area, 
and in many othei- parts of the city, had been transformed 
into a veritable hazar by the numerous hawkers who bad 
established themselves there in defio.noe of munioipP.l regula~ 
tiona. The result was that pedestrian traffic was forced off 
the pavemen~s on to the streets which were already 
overburdened by badly controlled traffic. The removal of 
these hawkers, arid of the street nuiSance and litter"in which 
their activities resulted was an urgent necessUy which oa.lled 
"for drastic ~Ction. On. several "occasions they had been 
dislodged onlY to returri in increaSing numbers: suetfloined 
vigi!al).ce was therefore necessary on the part of the autho~ 
rised if this initial step towards the restoration of ree.sona.ble 

· conditionS for both vehicular and pedeStrian traffic was to 
be .achieved. 

(i~1 Parking.-Tbe :parking problem in the business area. 
could not b_e perma_uently solved until a large car~pa.rk, 
pref~rably in· Dalhousie SqUare,· was provided. But; the 
problem could_ be greatly reli.eved by me~~osures which in the 
Chamber's o~inion ·could and··sbould be taken now. 

i +s ) 
.Recognised parking places (and alighting places) should 

be laid down and clearly demat·cated. The use of these 
parking places-which should be as numerous as possible 
consistently with the volume of traffic in the parHcular stree~ 
-should be limit~d to private vehicles. Buses and lorries 
used for transp01·ting staff should be permitted only to deposit 
and take up passengers, not to remain as at present through~ 
out the greater part of the day projecting f~~or into the street 
and thus seriously interfering with the channel left for 
trarffic; or alternatively should be required to put dow·n and 
take up passengers in Dalhousie Square and not allowed to 
ply or park in busy streets such as Clive Street and Clive 
Row.• 

(iii) Pedestrian Overbridges.-Mucb of tbe congestion was 
caused by the slowing down of fast~moving traffic to "allow 
pedestrians to cress-in particular at the four corners of 
Dalhousie Square, the east end of Fairlie Place and the 
west end of Royal Exchange Place. It was suggested that 
serious consideration should he given to the question of 
·pedestrian overbridges at such strategic points-especially 
so in Dalhousie Square. Even at rush hours, the pedestrian 
traffic there moved in both directions and the overbl'idges 
should therefore be divided in the middle to ensure that each 
WilY traffic kept to the left. 

(it!)· Bullock and Hand~ Dart TraQic.-One of the main 
causes of congestion in Clive Street and the adjoining streets 
was slow~moving bullock and hand~carts. There should be 
a complete prohibition of these forms of traffic bet~een 
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. bxcept in certain selected streets such as 
Strand Road where access to the river ghats was necessa_ry, 

(v) Traffic Diversions: One-way Sfreets.-The. Cha.mber 
commended the enterprise of 4he Police in experimenting 
with one~way traffic in Dalhousie Square and urged that 
further experiments be ma.de in adjoining, streets. As 

. subjects for experiment, the following were suggested:-

(a) Clive Ghat Street should be a one-way street east to 
west and no traffic from north to south should be 
allowed up Clive Street from Ca.nning 'Street to the 
junotion of Clive Street with Olive Row. 
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, . (b) Canning Street should be a one~ way street from west 

to e~st as far as Lower Chitpore Roo.d, witlt 
Harrtson Road still one-way from east to west. 

I d_The Bmigal Branch of the Safety First Association of 
n m ~ad ~lso, it was understood, placed before tho police 

suggestiOI!s for the introduction of u system of diverting 
~ush hou~, traffic, to and from Clive Street to certain 

. express routes such as Mayo Road and Red Road. The 

~:a~b;rt co;~e:tded experiments on these Jines and trusted 
consid:rea~o~.lrs Association proposals would receive full 

. (vi) :· D "-Turni1lg.-'; U "-Turning should be prohibited 
m the ~!we Street .area, It was one of the many causes of 
c?nge~twn responsible for the slowing-up of Lraffic in both 
dlrechons, 

As the result of prompt action on th , . 
consultation with the Traffic Advi e part of Government m 
lines of the Cb b , sory Board, steps on the general 
Police Authoriti:: t:r :a p:~:toesals were ~ubsequently ta.ken by tho 
Clive Street and remove b~llock at~; parkmg of motor vehicles on 
09_ngested throughfares of tho . hand cart t.raffic from the most 
ment hawkcre was also somewba~tt~ho Obstruction .caused by pave
through enforcement of a pr~hibitiu or~gh not e~tlrely, o:·adicllted 
tion of one way traffic ··in Clive ~bater and wtth the. mtroduc
most of the short term proposals put forw Street and Canmng Street, 
bxought into effect. ard by the Chamber were 

One of the items discussed at a m t' 
Board .held in November was the ques:~o~ll6,of the Tr.affic Advis~ry 
overbrrdges at the north·west corner of Dn.of con~ructmg pedestnan 
the·pre:viou~,decision of the Board to proce lhous~e Square, Despite 
part of the. Traffic Control Scheme rep::te;rt? this project as 
Se~tember 26th, it was rej(cted at the meeti Ill tl1o Press on 
l!laml~ on the_ grounds of expense. It Was a re ng und~r reference 
overbl'ldges and as an experimental measure~ a od that .m place of 
sh~uld be established on the north-west side of pedestrlaJ.J crossing 
wh1le buses which now stop at. the Dalhous1e Square, 
Square· should be made to stop by t~orth-west crossing of the 

T:?e Cham~er's representative pointed ~:t n:~::e:estrian crossing. 
trian cxossmg might help to some extent, traffi. lthou~b a pedes-

.. 0 would shU be held 

up .. -\Vhile.podestrians were crossing tho ro[ld, whereas the proposed 
overbridges would koop the road clear of pedastrains altogether, 
itnd, since police supervision would bo necesf!ary at pedestrians' 
crossings it might be more profitably employed in seeing that 
PedOstrians made use of overbridges. 

One-Way Traffic in Dalhousie Square,-The views of the 
Chamber were requested by the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta', on a proposal to make D.alhousie Square a one-way 
traffic route, except for trams, with traffic running in a clock .. wise 
direction. This idea was experimented with in 1941 and was 
believed to be successful; it was discontinued owing to the severe 
petrol rationing at tho time. 

The Chamber was in favour of giving the proposal a further 
trial. When one-way traffic was tried out iu 1941, the Chamber 
drew attention to several requirements which it was thought should 
be met under the scheme. Those wore (a) that traffic proceeding 
north along Council House Street should be permitted to proceed 
direct north along the west side of Dalhousie Square; (b) that west
bound traffic along Mangoe Lane should similarly be able to join 
the· clockwise traffic along the south side of the Square; (c) that 
west~bound traffic along the south side of the Square should not be 
prevented from turning left into Council House Street and (d) that 
~raffic proceeding eastwards along Hare Street should not be 
allowed to turn right into Council House Street. Tho Chamber 
hoped that in re-introducing the one-way tra.ffic system in Dal~ 
housie Square for further trial these points would be adequately 
catered for. This has been done but fudher improvements are still 
necossllry to ensure the efficiency of the system. 

· Thefts of Motor Vehicles in Calcutta and Howrah.-In 
August tho Chamber .addressed the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, with certain suggestions following consideration of the 
steps which could be taken to reduce the risk of the_ft of motor 
vehicles with particular reference to tho business quarter of the 
city were a number of thefts had recently occurred. 

The Ch11mber stated that watch and arrangements on the part 
of individual firms were being strengthened, and arrangements 
had also been made, it was understood, between the Calcutta 
Insurance Association and the Automobile Association of Bengal 
whereby· the .latter would post attendants from 9-30 a.m. to 
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~-30 p.m. daily at a number of strategic oints i . . . 
:.v-here cars were parked, The Cham be~ , n the h~smess area 
assistance which the Police could i Sal? that any additional 
precautions against car thefts wou~ veb lU support of _these 
Several suggestions were I t; f 0 much apprec1ated, 
might assist in tracing an~ s~ pu orwa~·d which it was thought 
stolen cars. n preventmg the re-registration of 

The Chamber's suggestions had tl 
the Commissioner of Police. to wh le wholelJeurted approval of 
sets _of statements concerning stole~: the Chal~Iber pass ad on two 

received from the Calcutta Insurance ~:~:c~et~~:l.os and accessories 

Use of Motor Vehicle Headl' h 
Order.-A Chamber circular dalt~ ts; Traffic Police Restriction 
membeJ's and their staffs to com~ t?e 3r? November advised 
the Comm~ssioner of Police for ~~;;mediately with an order of 
~aspect to the use of headlights in Calc vance of the regulations in 
Wer.e required to black~out the top half ~~ta, un~er which the public 
vehwles as from the 4th November. headlight glasses of motor 

. Calcutta Corporation : Water Su 
If a Cal~utta Corporation charge for w:pi:.-Asa memb~r enquired 
the firms cars was a new regul t' thtei used for washmg one of 
t~e. Europeo.n Group in the Oor~o~oa~ion e Cha~ber ascertained from 
twn resolution adopted on the 27th M tho.t, In terms of a Corpora
I_ovy from the 1st April th f ll . arch, 1947, · it was agreed to 

:v~ter for the purpose of :as~i:;~:~Ii:~:;~es for supplying filtered 

Motor Oars 
Rs. 6/- per quarter 

Lorries 
... Rs. 12{~ do . 

, . Rickshaws ... Rs. 2{~ do 

G_arbage . on the streets of th 
;.~~ str~ng: .complaint from a memebe;a:cutta Business Area.-

se piled Ill th~ streets and bye-lanes . n connection with the 

~~:;r ~ut!i:.city led the Chamber. Com~i:t:~ ~round the busirless 
t~tiVes in th~~l Sub~Committee to take, as the ~n May t? approach 
usef I. . . . alcutta Corporation, such t' hamber s represen· 
this ~u~:a order to move the Corporatio:ct ton as tlJey thought 
Euro ~an nee. ~n return the Chamber wa: d:al effectively with 

P · Grqup lU the Corporation were full lllf~rm_ad that the 
y · o.hve to .these die-

graceful conditions and would continue·. to follow the matter up 
vigorously on the floor of the House and through the appropriate 
Standing Committees of the Corpm'ation. 

The "cleaner Calcuttd" problem, the Chamber understands, 
calls for special arrangements suitable to the different areas of tbe 
city, for which it has not proved easy to find a Solution. 

Projected New Town Levy on Wines Sp~rits and Beer.-A 
protest put up by the Wine Spirits and Beer Association of India· 
to the Chief Executive Officer, Calcutta Corporation against a 
proposal of the Corporation to levy a town duty on certain dutiable 
articles, including wines, spirits and beer imported into the city, 
came bofore the Chamber Committee for consideration of the 
Association's request that support be given to the claim that 
foreign liquor was already taxed beyond the limits of equity and 
the Corporation's proposal should be withdrawn. 

Having obtained the opinion of their Municipal Sub-Committee, 
and after informal enquiries, the Chamber Committee wrote to th8 
Leader of the European Group in the Corporation saying they 
wore inclined to agree with th8 view of the Wines, Spirits & Beer 
Association and it was thoUght the Corporation should take full 
advantage of the existing rates and taxes before it sought for fresh 
sources of revenue such as this new and doubtful• tax. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

• Central Peace Committee: Relief and Rehabilitation of 
victims of communal riots in Calcutta.-Members aro aware that 
the late Mahatma Ghandi called tho representatives of the different 
Chambers of Commerce in Calcutta to au informal meeting at his 
camp in Beliaghata on the 31st August 1947 and suggested that 
the business community should Contribute a crore of rupees towards 
the cost of rehabilitation of the riot affected areas of the city. 
Shortly afterwards, a Finau"ce Sub-Committee of the Central Peace 
Committee, over which the Mayor of Calcutta presides, was set up 
under the Chairmanship of the Prime Minister of West Bengal, 
and including representatives of the Chambers, to control the funds 
raised from Mahatma Ghandi's appeal. 

On the 24th September the Chamber strongly appealed to the 
heads of member firms for donations to the Fund on the basi sof 
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contributions of Rs. 5,000/- each already promised by the Chamber 
Committee firms to aid in the work of restoration-of the homes of 
riot victims and, by replacement of equipment and tools, to rehabi
litate them in their former livelihoods, . The question of financial 
assistance in thhl Work from Associations connected with the 
Chamber was discussed informally at a meeting of representatives 
~f the Associations held in the Chamber offices on the 6th October, 
resulting' in arrangements by the Jute and Engineering interests of 
the Chamber for ·donations on a fixed scale a tid for such support 
from other Associations, or their individual member-s, as they 
decided. 

By the end of 1947 contributions from members and affiliated 
Associations amounted to an appreciable sum. Since the first 
disbursements of money by tlw Finance Sub-Committee of the 
Central Peace Committee were made to riot affected people on 
the 28th December 1947, the" Chamber has been in correspondenc"e 
with the Finance Committee with a view to ensuri'ng that ade
quate and reliable machinery was in operation for allotment an4 
distribution of the funds collected from members and Associations,' 
in accordil.nce with the assUr8.nce to this effect given by th6 
Chamber at the time of the issue of the appeal. 

Scarborough Commission : Recommendations on -Oriental, 
Slavonic, East "European ·and African Studies.-Through the 
Associated O)mmbers of Commerce of India the attention of the 
Cham~er. was drawn in July to a letter from tho Office of the High 
Comm1sswner for the United Kingdohl which discussed 
tho r?commendations of the Scl!-rborough Commissi_on of E~_quiry 
on ~r1ental, Slavonic, East European and African Studies, with 
parttcular re_ference to {1) the provision of training in the U. -K: 
for career.:; 1n East~rn Europe, Asia and :Africa ; and {2) -arram~·e~ 
meD:ts for the estabhshment of training centres abroad. 

Commenting on the various proposals of -tho Scarborough 
Commission under these head~, the Chamber Comrllittee endorsed
from the point or view of India and Pakistan and from their. own 
experience-the steps suggested to implement appropriate training 
of personnel taking appointments in the East and spoke Of 'the 

~:e:~~:e;sCh~~l t~eo:~eo:ttal :.~~r~fri~~:~~~;i:~:n provided by the 

As regards the _questions of training. and the setting up of 
training centres abroad, the Chamber Committee did not feel-in a 
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position to .give any definite opinion without further skilled advice 
and proposed that a representative of the London Schools be deputed 
to visit India with the object of reporting on the position after a 
survey on the spot in consultation with Government and commer
cial interests. The Chamber went on• to mention the Indian 
Langauge Classes held under the auspices of the Chamber for men 
(and women) coming out to this country for the first time which, 
it was stated, had mot a real need and had been reasonably success
ful in the exPerimental stages. As the need for language instruction 
would undoubtedly continue while there :were newcomers to-India 
and Pakistan, the Chamber thought an expert survey was es'Sontial 
in order to determine-

(a) the balance to be held between language instruction 
and related subjects; 

(b) methods of teaching-a matter which,· with limited 
experience and resources, presented considerable 
difficultY in the case of adults with a full day's work 
to do; 

(c} relations with the Universities here; 

(d) examination standards; 

(e} the potential field for studentships and tho provision 
of. facilities for first-hand contact with India and 
Pakistan on the part of teaching staff in London; 

(f) finance. 

A recent request to the Associated Chambers of Commerce from 
the U.K. High Commissioner for a more detaited report on the 
position in regard to the numbers of students receiving or requiring 
such instruction, is now under reply by thifl Chamber. 

Chamber Language Classea.-The courses of language ins~ 

truction started under the auspices of the Chamber towards the end 
of 1946 have been well supported and have shown increasingly sa tis~ 
factory results. A good percentage of pas.ses was gained _by 
students taking the examinations in higher, lower and_ colloqmal 
Hindustani and lower Bengali in April and August, carrred out by 
the Inter Service Language Section of G.H.Q. India. In the August 
examinations passes were 100% for all subjects except lower 
Hindustani, in which 75% of the entrants ware successful. . ~he 
average of passes was maintained at a good level for the remammg 

part of the year, 
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Owing. to the interruption in telegruphic and postal communi· 
cations arising from the dishll'bed co!ldition.'l in Northern India 
n.nd Pakistan, the examination due to be held in October 1947 
had to be postponed and since it appeared uncertain whether the 
futute Langttuge Sections' of Inrdia and Pakistan wollld be able to 
arra?go examination f!l.cilities for Chamber students, the Chamber 
pronded, as a temporary men.sure, for independent examintttions 
in higher, lower and colloquial Hindustani to be held. on the 17th 
November and ttgain in' January 1948, Long-term proposals for 
establi.shing a Chamber- Examinations Board in consult!\tion with 
the Calcutta University were reneiving tho Chamber's attention 
whe~ this report went to press. Meanwhile inte1'im armngements 
contmue for the periodical examination of students. 

Tribunal of Arbitration: Institution Fees . ....:....Towards the end 
of 194G t~e Conimittee of the Chamber decided in consultation with 
the Jute Interest.s associated with the Chamber, whose arbitration 
:re~erenoes constitute the greater part of those coming before the 
Tr,~una~, to amend the schedule fees of th<J Chamber Tribunal of 
~;t~t;atwn. At a meeting of the Chamber Committee held on the 
tution_e~:~ary of the Yea~· under report a resolution affecting inst}~ 
intentions:~ was unammously· adopted, having the following 

(i) ~:lb~~:~:~i:~th!~"11~e:~::~r: improvement in t'he revenue of the 
tho difforenoo between the , 1Y cover~d e:o;:pendituro and to narrow 
Institution feo by making th::mber. und "Non-Member'.' rates of 
being tbo~o shdwn in brackets:- ollo_wmg charges. the prenous ratee 

(a) Pieoe-Goods 
(b) Juto 
(c) Gunnies 
(d) Otherarbitrntions 

"Member" cases. "Non-Member'' cases, 

Copies of the resolution were distribut d 
Circular No. 38.47 dated the ~8th February 19: 7. to members with 
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Chamber Rules for Surveys: Scale of Fees-To conform with 
the increase in the rates of arbitration fees refei'red to abov.e, 
revised scales of (1) ratos .of Chamber institution fees in survey 
cases and (2) fees payable to surveyors for (a) cotton piecegoods 
cases, (b) oi\seeds, foodstuffs etc. and (c) oils in drums were 
adopted by tha Chamber Committee in September. Copies of the 
resolution were distributed to members on the 24th SeptembtJr, 

Autonomy of the Profession of Accountants.-As members 
are aware, in 1939 the poweJ's to grant Auditors' certjficates 
and maintain the requisite standard of professional .qualifica
tions, requil·ed under Section 144 of the Indian Companies Act, 
were vested in the Governor·Ganeral·in·COuncil assisted by an 
Indian Accountancy Board. The Chamber, after consulting the 
Society of Chartered Accountants in India. on the advice of its 
Finance Sub~Committee, expressed to the Government of India. 
in July, and afterwards to the West Bengal Government, its whole. 
hearted approval of a draft scheme of the Government ,of India 
to bring into being an Autonomous Association of Accountants
a Board consisting of 13 registered accountants and twelve 
nominated members-whose function would be the assumption of 
the existing responsibilities of Government in regard to: 

(;} the maintenance of a E,egister of Accountants entitled 
to apply for Auditors' Certificate~; 

(b) the fixation of qualifications for enrolment on the 
Register and the fees therefor; 

(c) examination of ·candidates for enrolment and pres~ 

cription of ,the fees pa!d to examiners ; 

(d) collection of fees from Registered Accountants and 
examinees; 

(e) restoratio;1 to the Register of Accountants under 'Rulo 
1G of the Auditors' Certificate Rules; 

(f) -establishment, if necessary, and settling .the constitution 
and procedure of local Accountancy Boards-to advise 
the Board 011 matters referred to them. 

As .a constituent of the Associated,Chambe~s ·of_ Comm~rce of 
hdia.,, .the .C.hamber voted in favour of .the nommat1on of Su B .• }:. 
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Whitby of,Bombay to the Expert Committee appointed by Govern~ 
ment for _the purpose of making recommendations regarding the 
Ail!!iooiation of Ancounts.nts, but up to date nothing mor~ has been 
heard regarding progress made in the establishment of that Comm~· 
Hte6. The Associated Chambers, the Chamber is informed, wrote 
to Government la.st·october for enlightenment on the position. 

Payment of bills ·through Collecting Sircars.-The Chamber 
addressed members in the early part of the year asking for their 
co-operation with any requests made· to them for payment of bills 
by· crossed Cheque sent by post or by peon, in place of the 
method of collection or settlement of bills through oollecMng siroars, 
ri!ndEire~ largely unworkable by the disturbed conditione then 
pl-evalent in Calcuttta, It was not thought ·opportune to raise 
tbl~ as· a gen·eral issue at that Stage; though members will recall 
that· an investigation into the possibility of abolishing the aircar 
dollecting system in favour of ~ayments by crossed cheque was 
i:D.smuted by the Chamber in "1941 and 1942. In view of the 
~iffiouUies to be overcome, the idea, while receiving considerable 
support, could not then be recommended for adoption in all 
establishments. 

Indian Red Cross Appeal.-In response to a request of the late 
Govemor of Bengal, Sir F_rederick Burrows, the President in 
August again appealed for the continued support of members to the 
~ndian Red Cross Society on whioh rested at the time the addi, 
tional burden of relief of distress caused by the Chittagong floods~ 

· Members were asked to send their donations to the Organising 
Secretary, Bengal Provincial :J;Ira.nch, India.n Red Cross Society, 
5/~. ?"o~ernment Pla.oe North, Calcutta.. The response was very 
gratifymg, . 

Tran_s~~ ~~a~ for Iraq.-It was brought to the notice of the 
Chambe.r_ In ~prll th~t, whereas passengers 'travelling by air to 
t~e. Umted Kmgd.om Vla ~raq were previously given the neCessary 
Vlsa by the Government of Bengal, it had reosnn:v b t'fi d 
thli.t · on I~ Indian: Britis~ and Allied officials proceedi::: ::: ~u:y 
would be Issued wtth transit visas, and that all other persons would 
~~e~ to ap?ly to th~ Ira~i 9o~su_lates at Bombay and Karachi. In 
the mean_tlme the Iraq1 Consulate at Karachi had 1 d 

meaning ·tha't v~luable time was taken up in send~n~~;as:;;:~-
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to· Bombay where ~he Consulate ipsisted that passengers should 
have certificates for inoculation against plague or typhoid fever 
as well as the vaccination certificate normally required, before 
the issue of the visa. 

The Chamber's representation of these difficulties to the Home 
Department of the Government of Bengal bad a satisfactory out
come in that transit visas for Iraq were issued from the Passport 
Offic;, Calcutta. under Government's orders from the lOth June. 

Advanced Studies AbrOad· for Selected Students: Govem
inent Scheme.-The Government of India. have a scheme for the 
provision of overseas scholarships to universities in the United 
Kingdom and the United States for selected young men a.nd 
women, Originally the object of the scheme was to provide 
special training courses for personnel to be employed in the 
various Governm1l~t post-war developtDent _plans. Full details of 
this scheme can be obtained from the Dep&rtment of Education 
brochure entitled "Information for Students desiring to proceed 
Overseas for Advanced Studies in 1947{48" available from the 
Manager of Publication, Delhi, at a cost of 8 as, 

In April the Government of India were considering the 
ext~nsion of the scheme to meet the demand from indus~ry and 
commerce for specialists who had received advanced educatlo~ a.nd 
training abroad, and through a questionna.ire, which was ISsued 
to all members by' the Chamber, obtained from firms wh? we~ 
..interested, details of the number of trainees they ~ou.ld _require an 
the countries, educational instHutions and spec1ahst cours:~ 
which would be selected. Government were prepared to me 
50% of the oost of training. 

· Resettlement and Employment of fEx~~~~~:f~::s:enn:!~ 
Apprenticeship Scheme.-In the reportb or 'th the Regional 
made to the co-operation of the Cham er W~ h re resenta-
Directorate of Re-settlement and Employment t o~g P d' 
tion on the Employment Advisory Com~ittee and Y oommen I~g 
to members the registration of a. certam p~rcentage of vacanctes 
in their establishments with local Employment Exchanges. 

. ·. C t ct with the Directorate of West Bengal and .Assam ~as 
renew:~ athis year at a meeting of the Regional Dlreotor Wlth 
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t:epresentatives of the Industrial Affairs Sub-Committee of the 
Chamber, hold on the 26th November for the purpose of discussion 
on the Government of India's scheme for the training and employ. 
mont of ox-service men and women. 

A point of. special interest to the Chamber's representatives 
at this meeting was the facilities now offered to ox-service personnel 
for training under an apprenticeship scheme la:tely introduced 
by Government with a view to qualifying such men for employment 

the engineering, building and other trades, Whilst undergoing 
training in facto1·ios in a presidency town,' Government, it is under
stood, paYs a subsisten~e allowance to trainees of Rs. 38/- p.m. 
and Rs. 35/- p.m. in the case of trainees in fac_tories sHuo,ted in 
outlymg arel1.s. 

As agc-eed at the meeting, particulars of the aims of tbe RG
settlement aud EmploYment Directorate and of Government's 
scheme wore passe-d on to Industrial Associations affiliated to 
the Chamber for suchactiou as they thought necessary. 

Sub-Regional Empl~yment Exch,ange, Barrackpore : Employ
ment Advisory Committee . ..:.__ Mr. C. B. Miller, .Manager, Empire 
Jute Mills, was nominated to represent the Chamber on the Employ
ment Advisory Committee attached to tho Sub-Regional Employ
ment Exchange, Barrackpore. 

Regional Director8te of Re-settlement and Employment : 
Women's Employment Advisory Committee.-Mrs. C. M. Taylor 
Honorary "Provincial Socretll.ry of the Women's Vo1untary 
Services~ ~-~ngal, Was nominated by the ChamlJer to serve on tho 
Women's Employment Advisory Committee. 

_ F. A. Q. Specifications of Foodgrains-In reply to a refer
ence from the 'Gover-nment of India, Ministry of Food ·concerning 
amende~ F. A. Q. specifications of wheat, ·barley, -gram, iowar, .bajra 
and ma1ze, the Chamber, after consulting the Calcutta C,--xaiJl 
Oils\'led & Rioe ~ssociation and .other affected interests, stated 
that from the burned study ·possible in the time .given for opinions 
it n;ppeo,red that .the -proposed ~chedule of ·tolerances and O:Uowan· 
cas were ·compl~c!lited ·and cumbersome compared with the existing 
ones. A less mvol:ed method of fixing tolerances, particularly 
in_ the ra_tes for sligh~ly ·damaged nnd -shriv.elled grains, :w.ould be 
mora ·acceptable. SubJect .to rtha .a·bov,o objection, the ChMDho-1" 
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was inclined to think the proposals wore not altogether unrenson
n.ble, since it was realised that to'conform with present conditions 
'Government felt obliged to standardise as a safeguarding rneo,sure. 
Government was however reminded that. hitherto F. A. Q. was 
universally deemed by t,he custom of the trade to be !lVailable at 
the time Of supply and seasonal conditions partly determined this 
factor; t.hns the F. A. Q. of later crops was still to be decided. 

Settlement of Government Contractors' Claims.-At tll8 
end of 194G the views of constituent Ohambers were invited by 
the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India on a complaint 
emllnating from tlto Northern India· Chamber llgainst the procedure 
for settlement of oontrllctors' claims in respect of supplies which 
had been rejected, after· delivery on Government orders during the 
wo,r. It was alleged tltat arbitration proceedings in such cases 
were heavily weighted in favour of Government and conducted 
without regard to the convenience of, or cost to the claimants, 
who also found themselves at a disadvantage becmuse of tho under
selling of surplus goods of the sttme clasR lying in Govot·nment 
store depots. 

Judging from the experience of members, tho Bengal Chamber 
agreed thll.t tho position ought to be represented to Government; 
but there was no supporting evidence from the remaining. Chambers 
and the Associated Chambers thought it advisable to let the 
matter drop. · 

Non-Official Enumeration of European British Subjects in 
India.-'l'he Associated Chambers of Commerce of lndia invited 
the co-operation of the Chamber in preparing a preliminary register 
of persons of European British nationality, including European 
British Commonwealth snbjects but oxchtding British members 
of the Armed Forces and their families and Anglo-Indians, for the 
U.K. High Commissioner in India. 

Forms for return by the 31st May were issued to all members 
covering ali staff concerned, with wives and families, in Bengal, 
Assam, a ltd tho Eastern States Agency. '£he returns were compiled 
and forwarded to the Associated Chambers. 

British Industries Fair and Indian Industries Exhibition in 
London.-Papers received from tha Government of· India in 
connection with the arJ·angemonts for participation in the above 
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Exhibitions, held in London in May and June 1947, were oiroulated 
to members in February. The Indian Industries Exhibition was 
run more or less concurrently with the BrHish Industries Fair 
in which India also took part in the·· industrial and commercial 
seotion. 

Indian Standard Time: Office Hours.-With the change from 
Bengal time tO Indian Standard time which the Government of 
West Bengal brought into effect from the 31st August, the Chamber, 
·having in view the need for a rapid revision of transport timings, 
asked members to give an indication Of their intended office hours, 
keeping in mind that a certain amount Of "staggering·" was 
desirable and that on the shortest day in the year it would be dark 

_ by 5-15 p.m. 

From the replies received to this circular the Chamber compiled 
a list of week-day and Saturday office hours together with the 

.number _of employees in 201 business houses in Calcutta, which 
clearly showed that,· so far as arrivals and departures from offices 
were concerned, the peak hours for transport were between 
9-30-1~ a..m. and 4-30-5 p.m on ·week-days. 

The a.nalysis was pa.ssed on to the Railways and the Calcutta 
Tramways Co,, for their guidance. 

• Transport for business wornen.-Ae was record'ed in the !946 
Chamber Report, the Chamber last Year -consulted members on a 
proposal· that arrangements be· made for a private morning and 
evening, and possibly lunch hour bus service, exclusively for the 
use of ladies employed in the business area. In view of the 
subst&ntial support given to the scheme by business houses in 
Calcutta the Chamber entered into Preliminary negotiations with 
several transport orgaitisationS to ascertain whether they could 
assume responsibility for organising and running such a service. 
Unfortunately the 'Chamber's efforts in this direction have had 
t~ be ~bando~ild, for the present at least, principally because of 
difficulties wh1ch these tranepo~t companies are experiencing in 
importing motor vehicles of a suitable type, 

Govemrnent Contract T erma:. F~rward Deliveriet -A member 
brought to the Chamb.er's notice the provisions contain:d in Govern
::~::erc;ntracts. r.ela.tmg to the aupply ~of materia. Is for forward 
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The main purpose of these provisions was to cover sellers and 
buyers against the fluctuations in prices which were inseparable 
from the supply of machinery and other similar materials in the 
present trading conditions, This was an essential safeguard; but 
it was considered by the Chamber tb~~ot the provisions of the Con. 
traot Form weakened, to a serious extent, the protection given to 
seller!!. In particular, the ~ttention of Government was invited to 
the provisions of Clause 2 of the Contract which stated that altera
tions of 5% or below in respect of stediD.g f. o. b. prices should be 
ignored by either side. The Chamber 10aw litne jUstification for this 
restriction. There was no accounting reason foz: making such a 
ptoviso, since the system of provisional payment with final adjust
ment made H possible for variations in price,·however small, to be 
covered. Apart from this it seemed probable that the movement 
of prices over a considerable period of time would continue to be 
upward and the effect of this clause in practice was consequently 
to safeguard Government against rising prices while providing 
private suppliers with a theoretical protection which they would 
be unlikely to require, The Chamber was therefore of the opinion 
that Olause 2 should be withdra.wn and that pay~ent should be 
governed by the provisions of Olause 1. 

The Chamber considered for similar reasons that Clause 4 waS 
unsatisfactory. The effect of its pJ.:ovisions was to withdraw. anY 
s~feguard that sellers of small lots might otherwise have against 
rising prices and it was felt that this waS entirely unreasonable. 
The Chamber, therefore, strongly urged that Clause 4 of the Con
tract should likeWise be withdrawn and that the selier should 
obta.in the protection of Clause 1 for variations in prices hOwever 
small. 

On the issue raised by the Chamber-protection of buyers 
and se-llers against fluctuations in price-Government wrote in 
November to the effect that as a result of discussions held between 
representatives of the Department of Industries and Supplies and 
important commercial concerns, on the 2nh· and 28th May, the 
price variation clause in question had been revised ana two clauses 
li.dopted, one to be incorpOrated in contracts for all importe:d stor_e~ 
other than machine tools and the other to be incorporated in CO!l

tracts for imported machine tools. The redrafted clause quot~d by 
Government read as follows :-

"Tenderers who cannot quote a firm price, will, while submitting 
tlleir off.er, indicate the F. 0. B. p~ice i11cl1tded in t~eir. 
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rate quoted. If thi<r'e is eithm· a decrease or increase 1•11 

the F. 0. B. price the successful tenderer will prod1106 

the invoice together with documents on which the original 
rate was based jo1· necessar!l check. Tlw adjustment will 
be allowed on the F. 0. B. cost and Customs duty and 
not on other elements. Government reserJJe the right to 
have vm·i~tion in the F. 0, B. price checked either by 
D. ~· lsd, Black-pool or I. S . .Al.' W as/iington, or by 
relattve Trade Associations i11 U. K/U. S. A. 01' am1 
ather authority acceptable to D. G. tsd o1· J. s. M. an~/ 
certified by them, 

"If the change in F. 0. B. price involves a difference in the 
Customs Duty paid, the as 'li'Orked out on the 
change in F.O.B.p1·ice, be added to o1• deducted 
fn;m the rate quoted," 

The Chamber referred this amendment to the affected indus~ 
trial and commercial interests who thought the matter need not 
be reopened, since the new clause had been acoepted by a large 
number of firms and it would· bo difficult to reach agreement on 
a formula suitable to every case. As regards the certification of 
inv_?ices, _the Chamber learned that an enquiry was to he made by 
a member of _the Calcutta Import 'frade Association as to whather 
the.D, G. Blackpool was agreeable to this new procedure. 

Import Trade ControL-The position arising from the Govern~ 
ment of India's re\•ised import trade control policy announced on 
May. 16th was carefully watched by the Chamber Committee, 
who 1~ J~ly .sought t.he guidance of tl1o -Calcutta Import Trade 
Assocmtwn In reachmg a decision as to whether, in view of the 
undoubted nee~ t~ c~nserve India's foreign exchange resources, 
ther~- w~s any JUstification for tho Chamber to recommend 

:~~~~oea~l;:t. of the limitations placed on imports under the new 

I~ ~ccordance with the advica of the Calcutta Im ort Trade 
A~soctatw~, the Chamber Committee-who were mainly pconcerned 
Wlth the wtder aspect of Government's polic -d . . 
f;rom pressing for a review of the curre t . Y e~tded. to refram 
until a later date when the new G _ n llllport hcensmg· system 

t~me-··-to settle down. In view,· ·ho::~~m:~tst;:oul.d l1av~ had 

importers in getting lic~nces revaildnted ow,ing to rire:~::u!~~:~or~ 
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on the administt;ation at New Delhi, and in effEicting shipments 
in the time available, the Chamber moved the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce to urge strongly on Government an extension of 
the period given for the revalidation of import licences from 
September 30th to November 30th. Later, in a notification of 
the Government of India dated September 1st, all licences 
revalidated up to September 30th 1947 and new licences valid 
up to that date for goods ordered within the terms of Open Goneral 
Licence Nos. VII and VIII were extanded to December 31st, 1947. 
A revised procedure for obtaining import licences in respect to the 
shipping period for the first six months of 1948 was notified on 
the 12th December. 

From the start, however, there was evidence that the new 
licensing system was praYing J1 source of increasing worry to 
trade and industry 'in all parts of the country and towards the 
end of the year the Chamber had reason to believe that it was 
unworkable, despite modifications notified by Go\'ernment from 
time to time. Apart hom such questions as the d~ubtfnl useful~ess 
of the system for maintaining the balance between payments and 
trade and the loss of the confidence of manfacturers and exporters 
abroad bectcuse of delays and difficulties in obtaining import 
licences in India and their effective .utilisation within the period 
of validity, heavy congestion at the por.ts of goods for which 
licences were not available was causing chaotic conditions, with 
corresponding effects on hanport and distribution throughout 
India. 

At the 1947 Annual General Meeting of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of India held in December, the following 
resOlution was sponsored by the Chamber in consultation with 
the 'CalCutta Import Trade Association. It \Vas seconded by the 
Madras Chamber and carried unanimously. 

"'fhi" Assoniation draws the urgent atte1ltion of Govcrnmont to the need 
for a oomprehonsivc roview of tho present import lioouoing systmn und urges 
that GoVernment immediately c'onveuo a round-table conference of representa
tivos of Government, Oomrneroo and Industry to dis,2uss the maHer and to set 
up a Standing Panol or Committee of businessmen to collaborate wjth Govern• 
ment in evolving and operating an improved system", 

While awaiting Government's reaction to the proposals put 
forward by tho Associated Chambers, the Chamber in a 'letter to the 
Commeroe Mini.stry pressed for .some alleviation of the hardships 
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!luffered by indUstries and firms interested in the Jtn}Jort of 
e·ssential plant, electrical equipment and component parts from , 
the sterling area, which could seldom be manufactured n.nd shipped 
within the usual six months shipping period for which import 
licences were revalidated. _The result was that in the absence of 
a guarantee that licences in India would be revalidated automatical
ly or on application, importers and manufacturers could not- take the 
responsibility of placing or accepting orders for goods which might 
eventually be shut out altogether, particularly i~ the case of goods 
of special or expensive manufacture, saleable only in India. In 
the- interests of the industrial and agricultural development of the 
Dominion as a whole, as Well as the ilidividual firln or consumer, 
the Chamber pressed Government to remedy this position as soon 
as possible, It was suggested that while foreign currency had 
to be conserved, Government m,igbt allocate sterling funds for 
later P~riods when they were likely to be made use of, leaving 
a certam amount of available funds for payment in respect of 
urgently wanted ~oods which could be shipped from the U. K., for 
ins.tance, in the normal shipping period. If this wore done the 
Ch~mbe_r believed import licences could be issued for Jo~ger 
perwds m special instances, or granted with an assurance that 
no difficulties wou"Jd be placed in the way. of extensions or 
revalidation in the case of r6liable applicants who have genuine 
reasons for the request. 

These and many other detailed points connected with import 
trade controls are still engaging attention. 

th ~osp~al and N~sing Home Benefits Scheme.-In September 

_H;me ~~n:~t~~::~t=~~aadnbefore them the Hospital and. NurSing 
the lines of the one which ~ up by. the Eu~opean Association on 
yeai:s past. The scheme and st~:e;r~~toi;ratwn in Bombay for some 
of Association appertaining to it hadi :h~o~;du~ a~d Articles 
subject to a slight amendment which th th mm1ttee s approval, 
draft rules, ey ought desirable .in the 

Marriage c:'f H. R. H. The Prin , · 
oDcasion of the m'arriage of H. R H T cess . Ehzabeth.-On tho 
the Duke of Edinburgh on the '20thh~~~ncess Elizabeth with 
se~t a good wishes and· greetings telegram t;mber, _the Chamber 

whic~ was ~c.kno~ledged through the Governor-~:~:~:7~~~n!~:oe 
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Civilian Passages: India to U. K.-In the year under review 
the Chamber, in collaboration with the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce of India, continued by means of informal correspond
ence with the officials concerned to keep in touch with the 
position as regards ~he provision of sea and air passages for non
official and business personnel travelling to and from thoU. K. 
Every effort was made to gain official recognitioD. of the require
ments of such persons during the summer months and to ensure 
that plans for the regulation of sea passages were well organised 
and in the hands of staff adequate to deal promptly with applica
tions for registration of accommodation on outward bound ships. 

Instructio11s regarding the registration procedure announced 
by the Government of India in Augus(: were issued to members in 
the same month. 

MEMBERSHIP 

'l'he following have bOen provisionally elected to membership 
subject to confirmation at thtj next Annual General Meeting:-

CHAMBER MEMBERS 

l, Alkali & Chemical Corporation of India, Ld. 

2. ASsociated instrument Manufacturers (India) Ld. 

3. G. Atherton & Co., Ld. 

4, Babcock & Wilcox of India Ltd. 

5. Birkmyre Bros, Ltd. 

_6. British Tabulating Machine Co., Ld. 

7, Co.rritt Moran & Co., Ld. 

R. Columbia Gramophone Co., of India Ld. 

9. W. S. Cresswell & Co., Ld, 

10. A. W. Figgis & Co., Ld. 

11. The Indian Cable Co,, Ld. 

12. Jardine, Henderson Ld. 

1S. Kaye Marden & Co., (Eastern) Ld, 

l;il 

11 

'. 
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14. Mirlees Watson Co., Ld. 

15. Kilburn & Co., Ld. 

16. Phipson & Co., Ld. 

1-7. Pow~r Gas Corporation Ld. 

18. Queensla~d In'surance Co., Ld. 

19. Harold F. Ritchie (India) Ld. 

20. A. J. Shellim & Co., Ld. 

21. J, Thomas & Co., Ld. 

22. J. Thomas & Co., (Jute & Gunnies) Ld. 

23. Weddell {India}, Ld. 

24. James Wright Ld. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

Messrs. Air France 

Firestone Tyre & Rubber Co., of India, Ld. 

Freedom~Valvoline Oil Co, 

Great American Insurance Co., Ld. 

National Cash Register Co, 

Nestle's Products (India), Ld, 

The number of members of the Chamber on the 31st December 
1947 was : ?ham.ber members-280, Associate members-28. The 

~~~~n~al;t~:~:s ~~c~::::~a~~o~~O, its maximum allowed under the 

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS. 

Chamber.-The reduction in the Capital of the Chamber in 1947 
amounts toRs. 1,63,479-6-5. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce Deficit 
ROyal Exchange Deficit · 

Deduction 

The corresponding .figures for 1946 were :-

Rs. 1,40,209 9 5 
23,269 13 0 

Rs. 1,63,479 6 5 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce Surplus Rs. 53,655 14 2 
Royal Exchange Deficit 11,944 4 6 

Addition ... Rs, 41,711 9 8 

The Income and Expenditure for 1946 and 1947 are as follows :-
Income:- 1946 1947 
Members' Subscriptions ... R,. 1,14,200 1,20,900 
Monthly Contributions 5,68,107 5,81,995 
Arbitration Fees 36,506 96,470 
Certific'ates of Origin 10,136 17,220 
Interest and Rent received less paid '" taxes, repairs and electric charges 679 
Strike Certificate Fees 

Exchange R~~~ 
30 90 Profit on sale of Royal 

tam•ant Equipment 4,171 
·;:400 Profit on sale of Motor Car 

5,'696 Profit on revaluation of Investments ... 
R,. 7,39,525 8,20,075 

Expenditure :-
Establishment 194.6 1947 

(a) Current R,. 3,92,449 4,97,834 
(b) Dearness Allowance 92,579 1,81,230 
(c) Pensions 25,370 26,060 

Printing and Stationery 
le·~~ 

12,632 18,205 
Taxes, repairs and electric charges 

received for Interest and Rent 
zci:6ss 

12,759 
Depreciation 

(Sea''income a~'d 
34,667 

Other Account Heads 
Expenditure Account) 69,893 91,713 

Legal Charges 348 15,046 
!'rices Current 365 749 
Contribution to Provident F~~d 

Chamb~·; 
31,537 37,990 

Reserve for Income-tax on 
Revenue 33,961 36,006 

Running expenses of Staff G;~in£hop 6,050 5,035 
Loss on revaluation of Investments 2,991 

.. 6,85,869 9,60,285 
Surplus 53,656 

1i0:210 Deficit 

R,. 7,39,525 8,20,075 

)6 
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Royal Exchange.-Th'e deficit for 1947 is Rs. 23,269-13-0 against 
the deficit: of Rs. 11,944-4-6 for 1946. 

Income:-

Subscriptions ... 
Sale of Telephone Ticket Books 

Expenditure :-

Ront 
Contribution to Chamber 
Establishment 

·Books and Newspapers 
Sundries 

Deficit 

D. 0. FAIRBAIRN, 

Secretary. 

1946 1947, 

"' 
R,, 26,237 26,450 

355 300 

R,, 26,592 2!i,750 

12,000 12,000 
6,000 6,000 

13,992 2·1,088 
1,536 1,756 
5,008 6,176 

38,536 
11,944 

R,, 26,592 21i,750 

H. D. CUMBERBA'IOH, 

President. 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Secretarial Department-General. 

(1) Balance Sheet ns at 31st December 1947. 

(2) Revenue Account for tho year ended 31st December 
1947. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(SECRETARIAL 

Incorporated"" a company under oeetion 26 

CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. 

BnhmoeatlstJnnunry1947 

Lens-Deficit from Incomt~ and Expenditure 
Account 

Lcs~-Royal Exchange Dafiolt 

Imperia\Bankoflndia

Over-draftonCurr~ntAecount 

ForExpensc~

LawOharges 

Establiahmont 

Motor Oar Expens~a 

PettyCharo:oe 

Charges General 

Printing 

Stationery 

Provident Fund Contribution 

Sundry Subscriptions 

Food-stuffs(rccoverab\e) 

Audit Fee 

Current Repairs 

EleotrioFanR,Lights,Ll!tseto. 

Commeroiai Education Prl~es 

Telephone Charges 

Medical Expen~es 

Sundries 

OarriodoverRs. 

BALAN OE SHEET a8 

R~. As. P. Rs. As, l'. 

6,04,379118 

1,40,209 9 5 

4,64,170 2 3 
23,26913 0 

13,416 0 0 

5,(5715 0 

510 ' 0 

1,817 3 0 

4,35210 0 

572 0 0 

6,10713 0 

3,390 1 0 

1,800 0 0 

6,G7411 0 

1,25(1 0 0 

1,633 5 0 

1,98514 0 

450 0 0 

314 5 0 

226 8 0 

1,397 7 ' 

4,40,90!1 53 

1,23,536 5 ' 

51,656 ' ' 
6,16,09212ii 
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COMMERCE, OALCUT'l'A. 

DEPARTMENT) 

of the lndie.n Companie' Act 1882. 

al8Jst Dccrmber 1947. 

PROPERTY AND ASSETS. 
Ra. As. P. Rs, As. P. 

3,11,912 8 0 
Land No.2, 0live Street, at cost 

RoyaJExchango Building at cost 
Lesa-Deprociv.tiontodv.tn ... 6,02,16612 9 

4,49,43210 3 

Furnitu~e and F•ttings at cost to 31·12·46 
Additiousduring theyenrntcost 

Loss-Depreciation to date 

Library <tnd Pictur~B at cost 
Loss-Depreciation to date 

Standard Weights, Measures 
at coat 

and Test Appliances 

Lass-Doproociation to date 

InstallationofEJectricaudSanitv.ryWorksatcost ... 
Less-Doprocio.tiontodnto 

Air Conditioning Plant at cost 
Addltionsduringtheyeal'atcost 

Loss-Depreciation to date 

MotorCarnndVauntoostto31-12-46 
.Additions during theyenrRtcost 

Add l'rofit onSalo 

1,26,17711 2 
7,24011 0 

1,33,418 ' 2 

1,33,318 6 2 

42,820 1 5 
42,7ZO 1 5 

4,577 5 0 
4,47'1 5 0 

1,20,997 8 ' 1,20,897 8 ' 
26,137 8 0 
13,056 50 

39,19313 0 
21,652 21 

5,000 0 0 
49,818 53 

54,818 53 
3,400 0 0 

58,218 53 

1,52,734 2 6 

100 0 0 

100 0 0 

100 0 0 

100 0 0 

17,5411011 

Lou-Deproci11tion to 31·12-47 Ra, 13,352 5 3 
SaloProceeds "~~ 16,85253 

DobtsduotoChambor(unsooured)

g~~~~~~eR'~y~t.E~change Oontdbutfon, Rnnt n~d 
Expanses ... 

Carried ovorRa. 

58,40615 D 

16,90915 0 

41,366 0 0 

1,05,31614 9 

6,29,2714 2 



BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

SECRETARIAL 

lncorporateduaCompany·undersection26 

BroughtforwardRs. 

Provision for Taxation 

Less-.Ad•auce Paym~nt of Tax under 
Section18A 

Other Finance-

DcposihforArbitrationoa•es 

fnoomeTa::~:DeductionsafoStaff 

DepositforFood-stuffsSupply 

Royal Exchange Deficit 

Tor.AL Rs. 

BALANCE SHEET as 

•.. Aa. P. "'· As. P. 

6,16,0~2 12 11 

68,27813 0 

50,720 0 0 
17,55813 0 

2,53,08514 0 

15,845 5 0 

6,686 0 0 

23,25913 0 
2,98,887 0 0 

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEPARTMENT). 

of the Indian Companies Act 1882. 

at 31st Decemba 1947. 

1 ioi 

·-----------------------
Brought forward Hs. 

Investments in Government Securities at Market 
V!loluation 

Rs, 63,600/- 3% Loan 1963{65@ Rs.102/-% 

, 55,100/· 3% Loan 1951/54@ Rs.]02/12/·% 

, 88,000/-4% Loan 1960{70@ Rs.ll3/12f-% 

Interest AcoruedonJn,·estments 

Cash and other Ealances

Unt~sed Stamps in hand 

Cashin hand 

TOTAL Ra. 

"'· 

s4,stz 
56,615 

91,000 

1,018 

49,65~ 

As, P • 

0 0 

4 0 

0 0 

6 ' 
3 0 

Rs. As. P. 

6,29,211 4 2 

38,521 9 0 

2,12,487 4 0 

l,S8715 0 

50,670 ' 9 

9,32,538 911 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(SECRETARIAl, 

INCOldE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT Jot the 

EXPENDITURE. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 
'fo Establishment-·(a) Salaries 

"' 5,23,89314 0 

(b) Doarnes~ Allowance 1,81,230 2 0 
7,05,124 0 0 

, Municipnl'l'axes 12,33815 0 

,. CtinentRepairs 11,04210 0 

,. Eleotrie Fnns, Lights, Lifts and Pumps including 
cost of current and up-keep •.. 25,683 14 0 

Less-Received for the use of Lights & Fans . 3,693 5 0 

, Depreciation on Buildings 

do. on Air Conditioning Plant 

do. on Furniture and Fittings 

do. on Mo~or Caro 

, Fire Insurance 

, Contribution ta Provident Fund 

, Printing Reports 

, Printing, General 

Leas-Sundry Receipts 

, Charg~s Genora! 

,. Potty Charges 

, Stamps 

, Taleg:ram 

., Book· Binding 

, Govt.Ga.zettesoto. 

,. Audit Fee 

., do, ro: Income Ta:z: A•sonmeot 

, Stationo:ry 

15,054 2 8 

3,919 6 0 

7,24011 0 

8,452 5 3 

11,159 

46215 0 

4,800 0 0 

150 0 0 

21,990 9 0 

34,665 811 

1,850 0 0 

37,989 8 0 

753 2 0 

10,6% 8 J 

33,98611 0 

16,46513 6 

2,184 3 ' 
80212 ' 
'" 4•0 

11412 0 

4,950 0 0 

6,755 3 0 

9.0s:w795 

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEPARTMENT) 

( 103 ) 

year ended 31st December, 19ii. 

INCOME. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P, 

Dy McmberH' Subscriptions 1,20,900 0 0 

, Contributions from tho .Associations and other 
organisations recognised by the 
Chamber ... 4,67,994 15 0 

do. Licensed Measurers Dept. 

do. Royal Exchange 

do. Indian Too Market Exponsion 
Bourd 

do. Indian Teu Licensing Commit too .. 

do. Cuionttn Liners Oonfflronce 

, Arbitration Foes 

, Fees for Certificates of Origin 

, Fees for Strike Oertifioutes 

, Interest on Investments und other sources 

, Profit on salo of a Motor Our 

, Rent of No.2 Olivo Street

Royal Exchange 

Licensed Measurers Department 

B!o.okor&Co, 

, Indian Jute Mill~ Association 

Afc. Priority As~istnnoe Advisory Pnnel 1,500/· 

A/e. Coal Dump 

Afo. Requisition Department 

A/c. Industrial Pool 

!100/-

1,350/-

1,350/-

.. Deficit for the year carried to enpltul acoouot 

Carded OTOr Rupees ... 

30,000 0 

6,000 0 

~o.ooo 0 

30,000 0 

18,000 0 

12,000 0 0 

11,100 0 0 

3,000 0 0 

s,tOCi o o 

0 

0 

,, 
0 

0 

31,200 0 0 

1,40,20!1 !I 5 

9,98,8!1713 5 
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BENGAL CHAMBER 6F 

(SECRETARIAL 

JNCOJliE AND J!JXPE'}·lDJTURE ACCOUNT for the 

EXPENDITURE-(Oontd.) 

To Telephone Charges 

, Publications 

, Oommerdal Education Pri~es 

, M~dioalExpenses 

, Vlga!Charges 

, Sundry Subscriptions 

Brought forward 

{a) Associated Chambers of Commerce 

(b) Indian Institute of Art in Industry 

(c) In"titute of l'ernonncl Management 

(d) Federation of Oilamhor of Commerae 

(e) Indian 8tatistioal Institute 

, ·Provision for Taxation 

" Running Expenses of Staff Grain Shop 

, Passages 

, Prices Current 

, MotorCn:rE:<:ponses 

, MotorOarlnsmaneB 

, Loss on revaluation of Securities 

'fOTALRS. 

Rs. ·As. P. 

1,800 0 0 

250 0 0 

14 0 0 

42 1 0 

2(• 0 0 

AUDITORS REPD!tT TO MEMBERS. 

CALCUTTA, 
Tile 18th F~bruary 1918. 

R". As. P, 

9,08.407 , 5 

2,672 10 

1,14114 6 

225 0 0 

3,52110 0 

15,0JG 0 0 

2,12610 

36,006 50 

5,03414 0 

16,596 6 0 

749 3 0 

3,305 2 6 

1,074 4 0 

2,991 10 

9,98,89713 5 
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COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEPARTMENT) 

year ended Blst December, 1947. 

lNCOME-(Contd.) 
Ra. As. P, Re, As. P. 

);l:rou[>ht forward ,,, 

H. D. CUMBERBATCH, President. 

A,. P. BENTHALL, 
Vice· President. 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Ser:retat'/1. 

TOTAL Rs. 

W. A. BELT.. 
L. P. S. BOURNE 
A . .T, ELKINS 
H. W.T.HAIN 
C. W. MILES 
E. A, PATERSON 
A. C. WATKINS 

9,98,89713 5 

9,98,89713 5 

1 

t Mornbors ~f the J Committoe, 
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SUNDRY REFERENCES 

Advisory Committee on Secondary and Higher Education, Wes~ 
Bengal Government. 

Anglo-Dutch Frustrated Cargo Committee Claim~. 

Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Bengal Factories Rules, 1940,· Amendment of the, 

Bengal Industrial Tribunal. 

Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation Act, 1941. 

Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1947. 

BrusSels International Industries Fair, 

Business in Pakistan. 

Calcutta Terminal Fac.ilities Committe~, 1947. 

Canadian National Exhibition, Toronto. 

Capital Goods Registration Scheme : Import of Capital Goods, 

Coal Charter Parties : Calculation of lay-days at Calcutta, 

The Co~! Mines Labour Welfare Fund Bill, 1947: Recommenda
tton of the Advisory Board. 

Collection of employment and unemployment statistics in esta· 
blishments other than factorieS. 

Collective fines : Ordinance No, 42. 

Control of Capital Issues. 

Damodar Valley Scheme. 

De-requisitioning of premises: Town planning Committee and 
StB.nding Quartering Board. 

Detention of boats alongside ships or at Mills. 

Detention of labour in the docks as the result of Curfew Orders. 

Disposals Enquiry Committf'e., 

Dock Workers (Regulation of Employment) Bill, 1947, 

Double In:o~e. _Tax Relief : Time limit for makin 
Adm1ss1bthty of Provincial Claims, g claims-
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Drugs Control Order, 1945: Bengal Drugs Control Continuance 
Bill. . 

East Indian Railway: Direct recruiGment of staff in skilled 
categories. 

Excess Profits Tax : Disallowance of Commission and Bonuses. 

Export quotas for Jute Goods. 

Export of tea to the Maritime States of Kathiawar & Cutch. 

The Factories (Amendment) Act, 1945 : Holidays with Pay. 

Fimmcial Agreement between IndiO. and Pakistan. 

Foodgrains Policy .Committee. 

Food supplies for Industrial Labour. 

Fuel Crisis in the U.K. Effect on overseas trade. 

Government Interferences in Export Trade. 

Goverllment of India's Labour Policy. 

Gri-evances of Tally Clerks. 

Incinerators for Industrial Establishments. 

Income Tax : Advances under Section 18A. 

Income Tax and Super Tax: Taxation of earned and unearned 
Income. 

Indian Institute of Art in Industry, 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Act; 1946. 

Indian Railways Enquiry Committee, 1947.

Indian Standard Institution. 

India's Sterling Balances .. 

Industrial Dispute : Constitution of Panels of Adjudicators and 
Board· of Conciliation, 

Insurance for Imports into India from Iran & Argentina. 

Izmir Fair. 

Labour AdviSOI'Y Board of the Government of Bengal. 



;-----------·--'------------------'.--~---

I 108 

1ead imports from Australia. 

Li"ti~i'lity for boating charges. 

Machine Tools Exhibition, Chicago, September 1947 . 

. Manna! Workers: Supply of Supplementary rations during 
Strike. 

Marking of consignments tendered for despatch by Rail. 

Military Accounts Department : Absorption of surplus staff. 

Mineral Policy of the Government of India. 

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 1947: Bengal Motor Ve~icles 
Rules, 1940-Amendrnellts. 

Overseas visitors tO London: Honorary Mt'imb'eJ•ship of the 
London Chamber of Commerce. 

Pakistan Duty on Raw Jute. 

Pakistan income Tax. 

Payment of Wages Ao~, 1936; Wrongful dismissal. 

Release of Wagons booked to line delivery points. 

Rise in Prices of U.K. Ol!-pital Goods. 

Shortcomings of Pos~s ~Telegraphs services: Telegrams. 

S~~ial Insurance for.Indian Seamen. 

State Acquisition of Zemindaris. 

Status of Bonus payments to Labour : Implied Contract. 
Tariff Board Enquiry, 

TelePhone service : Trunk and 8rdinary: Delays, 

Treatment of Tubercular Employees. 

Visit to Calcutta of the Director, Indian Supply Mission t'o 
Washil.Jgton, 

War J·tisks "Goods" and "Factories" InsUrance Schemes. 

REPORT 

ROYAL EXCHANGE. 



ROYAL EXCHANGE. 
CAL.CUTTA. 

Report of the Committee for tlw year ended 8Jst December, 1947. 

THE PRESIDENT AND ·coMMITTEE, 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

Gentlemen, 

· In accordance with the provisions of Rule 7 of the Rules of the 
Royal Exchange, we have the honour to submit. a report on its 
working for the year ended 31st December 1947. 

As a measure of economy, we have again decided to issue the 
Annual Report of the Royal Exchange this year in its preBent form, 
with the Omission of the following appendices, copies of which 
however can be supplied to or inspected by any interested member 
at the Royal Exchange on application to the Secretary:-

1. List of members as on 31st December 1947. 

2. Royal Exchange: Rules & Bye.Laws, 

Committee :-As already o.nnounced-in Circular No.5 RE.
the following gentlemen have been elected to form the Committee 
of Management for the yeo.r 1948-49 ;-

(1) '£he Pre~ident of tlw Bengal' Chamber of Commerce 
ex-officio . 

. , (2) The Vice-President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
ex-officio. 

(3) Mr. A. Caiger--Watson (Merchant) Messrs, H. D. 
Cartwright & Co. 

(4) ,, A. 0. Watkins (Banker) Tho Chartered Bank of 
India, Australia & China. 

(5) W. R. Elliot,(Stock Broker) Messrs. Place Siddons & 
Gough, 

(6) , E. C. A. Miles {Exchange Broker) Messrs. Thomas 
Seth Apcar & Co. 

{7) D. S. Smith {Produce Broker) Messrs, Landale & 

Morgan. 
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(8) J. R. T. Em-rows (Fr'eight Broker) Messrs, Blacker & 
Co. 

(9) ,, R. W, Plummer (M:erohant) Messrs, Plummer Bros, 
&Co, • 

Me'inbership :-During the 'year one firm member resigned 
its membership : at the 9nd of the ye.ar the~e were upon the 
Exchange _Register 105 firms lind 6 individual members. 

Accounts.-We submit a balance sheet B.nd revenue account 
for the year ended the 31st December 1947 audited by 
Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes, Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce. The revenue account shows a deficit of Rs. 23,269~13-0 
on the year's wOrking compared with Rs. 11,944-4-6 for 1946 th.e 

difference being due almost entirely to increased establishment 
oh~rges an1 dearness allowances, Th_e ~e~oit lm? peen tra~sferrcd 
t'o'tlie Bengal Chamber of 'commerce contr,ibution acc.ount, 

The comparative figures of income arid expenditur~ in 1946 and 
lind 1947 are given beloW :-. 

Income-

Subscriptions 
Entrance Fees 

Expenditure

Charges General 
Rent 

bontl-ii:nitiOn to Chamber-
Establishment 
Bo!.lk(!·and Newspapers 
Telepho'ne subscription less 

received from members for 
u·se 

Tickets for Members 
Stationery 
Printing 

~~P.l?P.S; : _ _ . _ .,, 
Electric Fans, Lights and Lifts 
~etty Charges 
neVie-'ciatiOlt' On· Ftirnitu're 

1946. 

R,. As, P. 

26,237 0 0 

----
Rs. 26,237 0 0 ----

12,000 0 0 
6,000 0 0 

13,992 0 
1,536 0 

587 0 0 

151 0 0 
41 
29 

3,00'0 0 0 
845 0 0 

-----Carried over 38,181 0 0 ---

1947. 

R,. A,. P. 
26,~50 0 0 

----
Rs. 26,450 J 0 -----

58 0 
. 12,000 0 

6,000 0 
24,087 12 
1,755 15 

Rs. As. P. 

Less-
Brought forward 38,181 0 0 

R.s, As. P. 

49,719·13 0 

Deficit transferred to Chamber 11,944 0 0 23,269 13 0 
··---- ----

Rs. 26,237 0 0 Rs. 26,450 0 0 
----- ----

We are G:entlemen, 

D. 0, FAIRBAIHN, 

Secretary. 

Calcutta, 24th February, 1948, 

Your obedient servants, 

H. D. CUMBERBATCH, President, 

A. P. BENTHALL, Vice-President. 

A. CAIGER-WATSON 
L. 0. TASKER 
C. H. HEAPE 
E .. C. A. MILES 
R. E. BIRTWISTLE 
H. E. F. TAYLOR 
R. W. PLUMMER 
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SUNDRY CREDITORS-

Sundries 

CONTRIBUTION AND RENT-
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ROYAL 

BALANCE SHEET 

Rs. As. P. 

12,409 7 0 

Bengal Chamber of Commero& from April to 
Deoombar194'( • 

13,500 00 

---·----;::~--:-----
Examinedandfoundoorreot, 

Oalculta, 9th February 19J8, 
SdJ- LOVELOCK LEWES, 

Ohartcred Accauntant8, 
ReuiBtared Accountant8. 

-

I i15 I 
EXCHANGE. 

;s cit Slst December 1B47. 

ASSETS. 

0UTSTANDINGS-

Subscriptions 

BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS-

Subscriptions paid in advanoo 

.FUIINITURE AND FITTINGS, W A TEn 000LER

Exponsos to·d!l.te 

Laaa-Doprooiatiou to·dato 

Advance 

BENGAL CIIAMDER 0~' COMMERCE, CONTRIBUTION 
ACCOUNT-

Deficit for tho yo11r 

CASU-

Wit-h Imperial Bank of India 

Rs. As. P, Rs. As. P. 

1,0~0 0 0 

1,090 0 0 

1,920 

302 

43 0 0 

23,26913 0 

374 3 0 

-·--
'i'OTAL 25,909 7 0 

8dJ- D. 0, FAIRBAIRN, 
Sacr~tary. 

Sd/· H. D. CUMBERBATCH, 

President. 
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ROYAL 

RF:Vlf7NUE ACCOUNT 

EXPENDITURE. 

To Monthly contribution to the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce 

, Books and N ~wspnpers 

, Establishment 

., Electric Light, Fans and Lift 

, Potty Charges 

, Printing 

, Rent 

, Stationery 

, Stamps 

, Telephone 

Less-Recovoredfroru members for use 

, General Charges 

, Ticket for Member 

TOTAL 

R>. As. P. 

"" 1 0 

300 0 0 

Examinedandfonndcorreot, 
8df· LOVELliCK & LEWES 

Charterell.<~ccou~tants. 

ll.s. As. P. 

6,000 0 0 

1,75515 0 

24,08712 0 

3,000 0 0 

1,216 1 0. 

39811 0 

12,000 0 0 

15313 0 

" 0 0 

617 1 0 

" 0 0 

407 8 0 

Registered Accountants. 

EXCHANGE. 

for the year ended 31st December, 1947. 

INCOME. 

By Subscriptions 

Bengal Chambor of Commerce Contribution A{c. 

Rs. As. P. 

26,450 0 0 

23,26913 0 

Sdf- D. 0. FAIRBAIRN, 
Secretary. 

-·~--· 
49~719 13 0 

Sd/· H. D. CUMBERBATCH, 

Prceider11, 



REPORT 

OF THE 

LIGENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT. 



To 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Licensed Measurers Department. 

RoYAL ExonANGE, 

Calcutta, 14th February 19118. 

THE PRESIDEN'l' AND 'l'RJF Col\JJIU'L'TEE, 

BENGAL CnAII'IDER OF COM!'tlEROE. 

GEW1'LE1r1EN, 

We have tho honour to submit our report on the working of the Licensed 
?I·Jeasurers Department during the year ending 31st of December 1947, and 
request you to appoint a now Committee of Management of tho Department 
for the ensuing year. 

Mr. ,J. W. MaeTJure of l\fossrs. Hoare Miller &; Co., Ltd., was elected our 

c,mmittee. Chairman and served as such throughout the year. 

Mr. R. .1. Clough of .Mcs~ra. James Finlay & Co., Ltd., 
-Mr. G. R. Dods of Messrs, Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.,-Mr. A. H. Hume 
of Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd.,-Mr. G. D. Butchart of Messrs. 
Thomas DuiT & Co., Ltd., nlso served on tho Committee throughout 
tho year. 

In November Mr. G. A. Hogg of .Messrs. George Henderson & Co., Ltd., 
resigned on transfer nnd tho vacancy was !illed by Mr. W. R. Greeno. of tl1e 
same firm. Mr. T. I~. Swales of Messrs. Ralli Brothers Ltd., proceeded on 
furlough whonbis place was taken by Mr. P. N. Flangini of the same firm. 
Mr. Swales has since returned and resumed office. 

The strength of the Staff as at 31st December 1947 together with 
the strength of tho past six years is given 
below. 

Year. 

1941 115. 

1942 85. 

1943 83. 

Hl44 86. 

1945 99. 

1946 117. 

1947 ,p ... 135. 

_J}j ·;,-',! 
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The Staff as on 31st December 1947 consisted of 1 Superintendent 
(Mr. John Henfrcy) 4 Assistant Superintendents (Messrs. B. Perry, Mr. S. J, 
Warwick, E. A. Butchart and J. R. Goo Smyth), 1 Head Offico Manager (Mr. F. 
W. Kendall), 1 Dock Office Manager (Mr. C. P. Fernandez), 1 Chief Inspector 
(Mr. W. E. Barlow), 8 Inspectors, ll3 Measuring Officers, 3 Probationers and 
3 ScaloWrights, 

We have to record the retirement during the year under review, on t·he 
grounds of age, of :Mr. G. 0, Gee Smyth, Superintendent. We ha.ve much 
pleasure in placing on record our appreciation of the services rendered by him 
as an Assistant Superintendent since 1922 and us Snpcrintondent of the 
Department during the past nine years. 

We have appointed as Superintendent Mr. J. B. F. Honfroy who has been 
an Assistant Superintendent since 1928. 

Dr. W. E. Fetberstonhaugh and Lt.-Col. Shorten, I. 1\I, S. ·(Retd) 

continued tlnoughout the year in medical charge of 
the Measuring Staff and our thanks arc du" to them 

for their care and attention. Dr. S. N. Ghoso and Dr. S. K. Ghosc also merit 
our thanks for their attention to the Indian Staff. 

Medical Officero. 

The Revenue and Profit & Loss Acoounts together with the Balance 

Sheet as at the end of the financial year 31st Finance. 

December 1947 o.rl.'l issued herewith, and show that 
Measurement Fees increased by Rs. 2,12,082.1-0, Wcighmen,t Fees increased 
by Rs. 1,83,270-14-9, Mill Foes etc,, increased by Rs. 1,187/- and Sundry 
Charges by Rs. 22,302.10-0. The total revenue earned amounts to 
Rs. 15,43,399-15-9, an increase ofRa. 4,18,842-9-9 over the year 1940. Expen
dituro amounted toRs, 15,45,356-13-0 an increase of Rs 4 13 690-2-3 over 
that of the previous year, Revenue and Expenditure ,th~rofore show a 
deficit of Rs, 1,956_-13.3 for the year under review; deducting this deficit, 
also Rs. 8,882.9-9 bemg depreciation on Furniture and Department Tra~sport 
Accounts and Rs. 4,253-2-4 for Income-tax; from interest on Securitiea 
Rs. 24,178-15-5 we are left with a credit balance ofRs. 9086-6-1. Tbis 
amount has been credited' to Capital Account f\S the net s~r Ius for th€1 
year under re"Mew, p 
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I Holdt~g~t_""' Do:_~"': I Holding ol3lol Doo.l947. 

~-1-~G-'N_'_R'_'·_"_"_'_UN_'·-. I! Fooo v.:_- '::;~:' IFooo v:_ ~;;;:' 
Twl~tJ;Oria~lun:~k ~f In~:~ Rs, A, l',l Rs. .A, P. Rs. A. P. 

Fiv~PSr~~)~ 0~al1~) tho Resor~:~ 2,500 o o 13,400 0 o 1 2,500 0 o 11,200 0 0 

Ji% Rni~gno:~ of ~~l~J~ipal Lo~~ 500 0 0 750 0 0 j 500 0 0 585 0 0 

3l% Now Howmh Brid~~96£~:~2 2,61,300 o o 2,61,300 o o j 2,61,300 o o 2,61,300 o ·o 

(1956-66) 10,350001 10,00000 10,25000 

;;, g~~:: ~f ~~~:~ t~~~ am~~~l ~:~Nig g ~ 1 

Post Office National Saving 
Corti!leatos {12 year~) ... 

Gavt. of India Loan (1970-?5) 
Govt. oflndia Loan (1957) ... 
Govt. of India Loan (19J8-5ZJ 

8EOUHITIE6 
I Holding at 30th .Tune1946. Holding at 30th June 19,17, 

(PROVIDENT FUND ACCOUNT) Fuca Value. Mnrkot 
Vn!ue. 

---,---
FacoValuo. Mnrket 

Value. 
--1-----~-----·-----

4% Bombay Municipnl 
Dohentures(l962) ... 

4% Punjab Govt. Bonds (1948) 
4% Govt. ofindia(1960-70) ... 

4!% Govt. of India (1955-GO) .. 
O% Govt. ofindia(l9U3·65) ... 
3% Defanoo Bonds (1946) ... 

Post Oflioe National S1<ving 
Certificates (12yoars) ... 

21% Govt, of India Loon (1948-52) 

Rs. ~~ fu. ~~ Rs. ~~ Rs. ~~ 

7,00000 7,927 80 7,00000 7,910-00 
80,100 0 0 83,!JO~ 10 0 80,100 0 0 80,500 8 0 

9 ·£5;~~~ ~ ~ 1 10'~~:2~~ g g :~o,OOo o o 34,087 s o 
2,02,10000 2,12,205 00 .. . 
120000 0 0 1,21,500 0 0 .. . 

1, 42,~.:0 o o 1,42,:.:o o o 1~;!;;i~8 g g 1 ~;~~:~~~ f g 

'l'ho Accounts of tho Provident Fund of tho Departme11t closed as on 
31st DeUember 1940 and 30th June 1947 shom1d a surplus of o~'te. 10,480-1-1:1 
and a deficit of Rs. 4,401-10-3 equivalent to a surplus of Ro. 1;0 nnd a dofic1t 
of As. ~{4/2% respectively· Tho Assets amounted to Rs, 17,03,482-4.8. and 
Rs. 17,71 ,185_4_3 as on 31st December 1940 and 30th June 1947 respectively. 
Th~ Trustees of tho Fund were our Chairman, Mr. J. W. MaoLuro, and 
Mr. R. J. Clough. ' 

The Basic Rates land surehargo of 30% remained unchanged dnring the 
· year under review. 

Rate' & Chnrc:es. 
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The number of packages measured during the year shows an increase 

W=~~~~:$~r:,~;~;rt- :!c~:::;·~!O T:::r a1::;es a~~e iur~~;:~:.l ~~:0~::~ 

Jute 
Hemp 
Tobacco 
Cotton 
Wool 
Gunnies 
Ten 
Shellac 
Hide< & Skin~ 
Perishable 
Hardware 
Bag Cargo 
l:undries 
Earthenware 

TOTAL 

creases wem in Jute, Bag Cargo, Shellac and WooL 

Increaso14,R7,480. 

The number of packages weighed during the year shows a decrease of 

7,00,547 over the figure for 1946, tho main increases 

being in Tea, Gunnies, Shellac and Hardware while 
the largest decreases occured in Jute, Bag Cargo, Wool ·and -Sundries. 

Weighment. 

Juto 
Hemp 
Tobacco 
Cotton 
Wool 
Gunnies 
Too 
Shel!ao 
Hides &Skins 
Perishable 
Herdwaro 
Bag Cargo 
Sundries 
Earthenware 
Salt;.= 9,S8,113 

Maunda 

Pkgs. 

Total 
1945 

9,86,784 
75,370 
1,757 
8,821 
9,724 

14,57,740 
3,40,832 

26,050 
U,848 

15,75;129 
6,21,615 

Total 
1!146 

13,70,535 
.'i7,462 
10,455 

4,351 
29,913 

16,15,173 
1,91,001 

7,183 
26,306 

2,47;700 
10,77,232 
12,57,874 

Total 
Increase Decrease 1947 

---r-- ---
13,24,945 45,590 

54,054 3,408 
13,186 '2;731 
1,692 

10,411 
17,33,408 1,i~:235 

3,68,596 1,77,59.; 
15,371 8,188 
27,472 1,166 
12,781 12,781-

2,72,745 25,045 
7,6!1,i66 3,i6:466 5,99,211 6,58,663 

TOTAL - ... - Si;J8,670 ""'53.95:i85 ~38 ------

Decreaso7,00,547 

I !25 I 

The average measurements of Jute, Jute Cuttings and Rejections 
JuteAv.,rage 

Meaouremcnts 

since 1938-39. 

SEASON 

July-JunA 

obtained by the Department from various Press-
houses a.re sh6wn hereunder, together with figures 

~~~ ·r~;~~~;;J" I mo;,'~;:,~:,, I "'~HI~~\" 
-----~--------

1 I Ft. In. ! Ft. In, Ft. In. 

1938-1939 I 36,54,840 51 3.77 'I fi4. 3.73 48 2.64 

}~r;-lt~40Deo. 1940 ... I 2~:~~:~g r ~~ lg:!i I ~~ ~:~~ ~g l~:f: 
Calendar year ~g!~ ... , ~~:~~;~g g! 1 ~::i J gg i:g I gr 1~:i~ 

1943 ... · 10;58.09l g~ 8.47 1 55 1 1._44 50 11.25 

" i~!: ~~:~~:~~~ 53 1i:;5 i ~~ ~:ii I g~ g:gi 
1946 19,65,923 53 11.8!) 158 6.281 151 1.71 
19·17 18,63,504 53 7.43 56 5.21 49 11.54 

~~------ --~----------- --
We are 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servants, 

J. \V. M.AOLURE, 

G. D. BUOHART, 

R. J, CLOUGII, 

G. R. DODS, 
P. N. FLANGINI, 

W _ R. GREENE, 

A. ll, HUME, 

I, 
OhaiJ"man 

I 
rllfembers 

I 



I t26 i 

lllr. 
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMEROE, 

'REVENUE AOOOUNT from 

EXPENDITURE. ' 
·Establishmen~

Salary8udW~~oges

Executive 
Office~s 
Soelew:rlghh 
!Iabus 
Mechanics 
Hotor·LorryDrivers 
Peons 
Bcale:roumSubordinabStafl' 
ShipPing Subordinate Staff 
Oompoundor 

Fe_ea(OIIi.eers)-

::!1a:Lato . 
~~=:~l Q~!r~J!~nary Holiday 

Fees(Medioal)-

Night AUowanoes

Oflloers 
Babus 
~eons and Snbordina.te Sta.ff 

Allowafl:oes to Peons and SubOl'dina~e Staff

. SnndayandHoliday 

'Allowances to Offioera-

TraveUing E:z:pai!Bes 
DingheeHire 

Carried 01'111' Rs, ,., 

R•. A. P. 

... r,ss,sss s o ... 3,81,32313 0 
.23,424 0 0 
'93,065 .2 0 
11,9U 8 0 
2,651110 

19,665 8 0 
12,390 3 0 
55,446 0 0 
1,66214 0 

12,01U 0 0 
19,092 0 0 

7,677 0 0 

'" 8 0 

38,673 • 0 
10,012 8 ' 9,032 ( 0 

l,U5 ' 0 

~~ 

R•. A. P. 

7,34,406 0 ' 

39,189 8 0 

18,387 • ' 

57,718 0 ' 
5,999 8 • 

4,724 ' 0 

( 127 "i 

. LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT. 

1st January to 81st December 1947. Cltr. 

, .REVENUE. Rs, A. P. Rs. A, P. 

Mellllll'(lment-Jute and Hemp 
do GunniBH 
do Bides and Skins 
do. Tobacc(),Qotton;wooletc, 
do OasedOargo 
do Sundries 
do Athndanca 

Weighment-Jute and Hemp 
dol Gunnies 
do BagCargo 
do Sundries 
do· Tobacco, Cotton, Wool etc, 
do Cased Cargo 
eo HidesandSklns 
do' Attendance 
do Salt 

Fees-
Milia, Presshouaes and GodoWn• 
Sunday 
Holiday (Speolalaud Ordinnr:y) 
Earl:yandLate ' 

BundryObargB!I
Overllme 
Oertifiea\es 
OaleulaUoDB 
Labour 
Suppl:y and Delivar:y of Cerli~~tea 

Carried over Rs. 

••• 1,70.602·4 0 
3,~2.242 5. 0 

13,237 8 0 
4,66710 ... 1,~:: ~ g 

50,123110 

... 1,59,97910 0 

... 3,09,55314 0 
23,011910 0 
38,90010 0 
5,196 3 0 

31,8501119 
6,70115 0 
2,81!813 0 

III,SU 4 0 

2,610 0 0 
43,219 0 0 
8,550 0 0 

11,425 0 0 

1.47114 0 
6,158 4 0 

59,307 2 0 
3,933110 
4,458 0 0 

8,00,87315 0 

6,01,392119 

65,804 0 0 

75,329 50 
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lilr. 
BENGA-L CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

REVENUE ACCOUNT fr·om 

Brought forward 

Pensionu 
Provident FundContributie>n 
Coolie Hire 
Motor Car Al!"wances and Expenses 
Rents and Taxes 
Contribution to llongal Cll!lmber of Commerce 
Uniforms and Clothing 
Stationery and. Printing 
Dearness Allowances 
Inspectors' Allowanoes 
Soalewright's A.llowanoes 
PassageAllowanoostoE;~;aoutivnStaff 
"Independence Day" Bonus 

Sundry Expenses-

Peons Tram and Dinghi Hire 
Petty Conveyance Charges 
Peons'CycloMtco 
Club Contribution 
EloctrioLightandFans 
Telephones 
Dopartmenta!TransportExpemes 
Stamps(Post,ago) 
Stamps(ReceiptJ 
Miscellaneous Charges 
Medicinee 
Medioines(DookDisponsary) 
Hospita\Dues(Officars) 
Repahe and Renewals to Plant 
Tea-andRefreshmontsMtce, 
Law Charges 

Carried over R~. 

Rs. A. P, 

7,0591!8 0 
G3,7Hi'r610 

54114 0 
12,085 6 6 
14,73~ 14 0 
30,000 0 0 
28,338 2 3 
13,088 1 0 

4,28,13612 0 
13,640 0 0 
1,800 0 0 
5,14115 3 

~~ 

4,50110 
58314 
825 9 

1,200 0 
1,524 9 
4,9~0 3 
5,767 8 6 

H714 6 
75 0 0 

10,984 4 2 
2,70015 0 

980 01 
1,026 8 0 
2,128 55 
1,219 6 0 

48 0 0 

Rs. A, P. 

8,55,421U 6 

6,31,675110 

38,55412 8 

15,25,654110 
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LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT. 

1st Jam;my to 31st December 1947. 

Brought forward 

OauiodoverRs, 

Rs, A. P. 

OLr, 

Re. A. P. 

15,43,39915 9 

15,43,39915 9_ 



Or. 

Brought forWard 

To Audit Fees 

., Insurance 

, Dook Building {Repair~) 

., Interest 

O!'!outta, 13th February,1948, 

( 130 ) 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

REVENUE ACCOUNT /l"om 

TOT.ALRS. 

Rs. A P. R~. A. P. 

2,400 0 0 

6,04912 0 

6,37413 0 

4,877 9 0 

15,25,654110 

19,702 2 0 

_15,45,35613 0 

JOHN HENFREY 
Su:perlnto~dcnt, 

i 131 \ 

LICE~Sli:D MEASURERS DEPAR'l'MgNT. 

tst January to !Jist December 1947. 

Brought forward 

TOTAL Hs. 

i!tr. 

lk A, P. Rs. A, P. 

15,43,39915 9 

1,9,5613 3 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Secretary. 
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lllr. 
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 

1947 

Dear, 31 To Depreciation on Furniture A/c. 

,. Department Transport A/c. 

,Income Tax 

,.Lo;scarriedfrom Revenue and 
Expenditure A/c. 

,Balancebeingnotsurp\us carried 
Capital A/c. 

TOTAL.RB. 

Cilloutta,13thFobruazy,1948, 

R•. A, P. R•. A. P, 

1,321 7 ' 
7,561 ' 3 

4,253 2 4 

1,95613 ' 
9,086 6 1 

24,17815 

24,17815 5 

JOHN HENFREY, 
Superintendent. 

5 

LICENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT. 

fm· the tJI'ar evding 31st December 1047. 

1947 

Deor. 31 By IntorostonSecuritios 

TOTAL Rs. 

<!tr. 

Rs. A, P. Rs. A. P. 

24,17815 5 

24,17815 5 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Secretary, 

I 
l 
I 
j 
I 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

LIClmSED MEASUH.Ims 

lncorporateda•n~<>mp<>n}'nndcrstction26 

CAPll'AL AND LIABILITIES • ......__,_ 

Ca.pitr~I

Balancentcreditat31stDecemherl946 
AddProfitforthoycnr 

SncuritiesResorvcFund-

Balanooasat3Lst December 1916 
Losslossonrovl1.ltmtionnt31stDeoomber1947 

DeforrodAilownnces-

Inspoctors'andScl1.\owrights'Allownnce~ 

Compassionate Fu~ld-[Babus and Officers) 

Linbllities-

BALANCE' 8Hb'E'l' as 

Rs. A. 1'. Rs. A. P. 

7,~0,866 5 3 
n,osG G 1 

. ~5,334 13 0 
11,303 0 6 

81,03112 6 

28,0G7 o 0 

.5,837 L~ 6 

For Credit Balances on Con.~tituonts Account , 1,20,709 9 7 
SundryOroditorSforEl'ponses 37,923 9 4 

Ban~ Overdraft 

Note:-Tlloroisncontingont liability in respect of 
the investments in 20 (partly paid) Shares 
of the Jmporill.l Bank of India amounting to 
lts.7,500/· 

Carried over 

1,58,633 211 

1,4n,633 s 7 

11,36,156 210 
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COMMERCE. 

DEPAH'l'MENT. 

ofthelndianCompaniesAet, 1882. 

at 3Js! Deceml!er f.11d7. 

PROPEltTY AND ASSE'rS.' 

Fixo(\CapitalExpondituro

Donklluildiugs-
Expenditure to 31st Doeombor1947 
Dop;ocintiontodate 

WeighmontPlant
Notoostto3lstDocembsr1U47 
Depreciationtodato 

MeasuromontPJunt-
Balancoas at 1st July llllll 
Additions to 3ls~ Dooemborl9•17 

Deprooiationtodate 

Furnituro-
BalancoasatlstJnly 1919 
Additionsto31stDecembor1947 

Depreciation to (\a to 

MaB~\~O:;~~s [It 1st July 1919 
Additions to 31st Decomborl947 

Doprociationtodato 

MonsurotnontCalculators
Asporlast Balanco Shoot 

Tonnage Calculators-
As Fer last Balance Sheet 

Carried ovor 

Rs. A. l'. lls, A. P. 

76,316 2 8 
75,315 2 8 

1,000 0 0 

73,333 " 0 
73,233 4 6 

100 0 0 

2,674 0 0 
820 711 

3,494 711 
3,484 711 

10 0 0 

2.062 0 0 
18,077 1 8 

20,139 0 0 
18,939 1 8 

1,200 0 0 

1,88715 0 
6,13911 8 

8,02710 9 
7,97710 8 

71,27510 8 
1.1,27510 2 

56,000 0 0 

80 0 0 

20 0 0 

58,460 0 0 
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BENGAL CHAMBER 

LIOENS!;;D MEASURERS 

Incorporated"' a Company unt:ler Section 26 

BALANCE 8HEET 

Hs. A. P. Rs, A- P. 

Brougllt forward • 11,36,155 210 

CarriedoverRs, --
~~~~~~~~~~~----.~~:::._~~1~1,35,155 210 

{ 137 ) 

OF COMMERCE. 

DEPARTMENT. 

of the Indian Compnni"'l Act, 1882. 

as at 8Jst December 1947. 

Brought forward 

Stores and Stock o[ Cedi!iaatll Paper etc.
Stock at 31st December l!lt~ (at cost) 

Uubillod Work-
For Sundry measurements and woighmonts 

carried out durin>( tho month of Docombor 1947, 
not charged at date 

Book Debts (Unsecured but considered good)
Sundry Debtors 
Due by Oonatituents 

Advances-
Loans to Staff (Compassionat() Fund) ... 
Unm<pirod telephone Rents, Re>ad Tnx for Lorries, 

Insurance Premium etc. 
Rents {Security Deposit) 
Due by B.C.C. Food Stuff Seotion ... 
lnoome 'l'a:<e }mid in advance under Socticm 18A .. 
Refund due on A/c. on Income 'fax 

Grooery A/c. (Stook)-Value of Stock
As at 31st December 1947 

GroA:r%t 1{~t ~~~~%be~uf9~V Outstanding-

Cloth Rationing Afn.-Va\ue of Stock
Asnt31stDeaombor1947 

Interest ao;ruod Ju Investments-
Amount of Interest on Govt. Securitios eta. 

R•. A. P. •.. A. P . 

58,460 0 0 

21,036 ' 8 

1,59,524 0 0 

638 ' 4 
39,71415 " 40,353 510 

2,278 0 0 

8,475 8 0 
12512 0 

5,808 0 0 
12,633 0 ' 2,419 ' 0 

31,740 4 0 

47210 0 

4,073 8 ' 
1,773 1 ' 6,319 3 9 

3,938 ' 3 



Calcutta,13thFebruary,I948, 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

LICENSED MEASURERS 

lncorpotated liS n. Company under section 26 

Brought forward 

BALANCE SHEET as 

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. p, 

11,36,156 210 

JOHN HENFREY, 
Superintendant 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Sooretary 
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COMMERCE. 

DEPARTMENT. 

of the Indian Companies Act, 1882, 

at 31st December ]9117. 

Brought forward 

Investments (At Market Valuo)-

31% Rangoon Municipal Loan {1966/76) 
Rs.2,61,300/-utpr.r 

31% New Howrah Bridge Loan (1956/66) 
Rs.lO,OOOf·@ Rs. 102/B.'Q% ••• 

20 Shares Imperiul Bank of India (Partly Paid) 
@Rs.560/-perShnre 

5 Shares Reserve Bank of India@ Rs. 117/-
perShuro ... 

Post Offioo Nationul Savings Certificates (12years) 
Ra. 5,000/-atpar ... 

Amount ol investn1ent made m Hospital Boheme 
2%% Govt. of India Loan(1948/52l 

Rs.4,88,800/·@Ra.100/11/0% 

Deferred Allowance Account-

3% Govtr of India Loan (1953/55) 
Rs.25,000/- at cost 

Cnsh-

In band (l'ottyCash) 
In band{lmprestCash) 

On Current Account with Imperial Bl'.nk of India, 
Clive Street, Branch. 

Deferred Allowance Acoount ... 
Officer&' Oomp. FundAeoouut ... 
Babus' Comp. Fund Aoconnt ... 

TOTAL Rs .... 

R"· A. P. R•, A. P. 

3,21,271 2 ' 
2,61,800 0 0 

10,250 0 0 

11,200 0 0 

585 0 0 

5,0011 0 0 
1,600 0 0 

4,92,160 8 0 
7,82,095 8 0 

26,125 0 0 

2211010 
84014 0 

1,062 810 

0 0 
13 2 
2 4 

11,36,156 210 

Auditors'sRoport-
Wobegtoreport that wo have audited tho foregoing Balance Sheotofthe 

Bengal Cham bar of Commerce, Licensed Measurers Department, as at 31st Decem· 
bor 1947 !lnd the Revenue and Profit and Loss Accounts for tho year ended 31st 
December 1947. Wo have obtained all tho information and explanations we havo 
required and in our opinion ~uch Balance Sheet and Revenue and Profit and Loss 
Accouuts v.ro drawu Up in conformity with the law and the Balance Sheet e:xhibita 
a true andcorrectviewoftho stale of tho Department's uffairs,according to tho 
best of our information and the explanations giveu to us and- aa shown by the 
books of the Depattment. 

In our opiuion books of account have been· kept by tho Department as required 

bylaw. 
LOVELOCK & LEWES, 1 

Gharlercd AccountantB, Auditors. 
Registered Accountants, 

I, 
'' I 

I i 
I 
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