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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Annual General Meeting 

The AHmwl General Meeting o£ the 13cugnl Chamber of Commerce 
\\'<15 held <1l lhl! l{oyul Exchange, Calcutta, un Frillay, the 28th Fchnwry 

1947 al ,; o'clock p.m. The meelillg, \\'hich was presided over by tlu: 
Ho~'Hl,l( IllR. 1-l. D. 'l'OW.L\'ENIJ, President of the Chamber, was addressed 
by His Excellency Sll{ FRICDHRICK llURROW.'i, C o\·cmor of lle1Jgul. 

'!'he .following \yen~ also present:-

1\IR. I. A. CLARK 
A. V{HlGliT 

P. G. TJIOJIIAS 

, R. L. de CIL\.Z,\T, 

" A. J. 'l'IIO:IIPSO.L\ 
J3, i\JA'l'TITJiWS 
AKsnoy Bosu 

I. _P. C:\llll'Bl';l,r, 
c. ,\, 
I . .:\loRG,\.:" 
0.- 'f'. }liNKll\'S 

A. C. Lr.ovD 

R L. 1-Lnms 
E. H. PACE 

B. ~. Gno;m 

I 

... ' 

... ) 

j 

) 

\ 

... I 

Sm En"iHRD BEN't'l!AI,L, K.c.u~ ... 
~.iR. A. P. 131.::-<Til:\LL 

A. ,:.;, OFFICIO~ 
F. S. liincum,r. 
I(. F. L. 1-L\Rli.IS 

F. \V. L'Ali.I'EX'l'@ 

, J. Fl:>~DI,.\Y 

;\, 7\IUI"'-IlliRJJi.\ 

\V. H.OBI!RTSO:\' 
]. P. \\7HJ'J'I(IJJ\.\D 

,, H. \V. '1'. l-IAIN 

Jlo·srs . . I 11dcrS(J1l, Wrigl!l & Co. 

llssochrlcd f!l.drumcnl i.llil!W/aciH~ 
n·r.1· (Wor/,·slwj>.l') Ld. 

Messrs . .-i/laulis (Ens/) Ld. 

Dal/ardic, Thom]!so!l & 
Maltlrc71'S, 

Dalmn·, l.awric 0.: Co. Ld. 

llnrry & Co. 

licgg, lJrnrlojJ & Co. Ld. 

Hr.ll,i.;(ll Clrcmil'(l[ a!ld l'llanuacculi
ca/ IYorb Ld. 

illl'ssrs. !Jird & Co. 

1Jrai1Tr<1'aile & Co. 
(India) ! ... d. 

)I 



.i\lR. F. 1~. 1-IuTso:--.· 
" P, J. F. P.\RSO:\.S 

'!'. B HoHSO:-< 

1{. N. B. 
., ). R. C. 

:JI. HAI:\1\:> 

,, ~r. Com.uv 

' I 

·· ~ !Jrilmwin Bist:uil Ca. Ld. 

... ) 

... \ 

llri/ish l~rrlin S/ca!ll Na<.•iga/ion 
Co. td. 

13rilisl! Mcial Corj,onllion (Twlirl) 
/.d. 

13urmal! Oil ( ·o. (1 udia. 'l'mdiug} 
LU. 

Burmah Sl!c/1 Oil S/0/"agc a1rd Jh~
/ribrdi11g Co. of T11dia Ld . 

Ca!cul/n Tram<cay,s Co. Ld. 

SIR 'l'ucnr.\S ELDERTo;-;, K.C.l.E .. Cnlculla hn/ Commissioners. 

l\lR. R. C. 2\[ACK!\NZ!I~ 

, 1.. 0. 'foiSKER 

W. G. 1-l.EXJH('\' 

.7\l. ~. CHU:\"DI!R 

, G. P. n~.:.rsuE 

N. flii:\'l'TAClT.\RJF\1\ 

G. A. :JI.1.SO:-\ 
\V, :ilf. \VIJVTE 

F. H. KmD 

1' 
A. 

,, P. F. :1\I. FJ.;RGGSON 

W. OR:\:\GE 

F. 

,. ?\. D . .'\R11S1'ROXG 

.. n. c. :JL\Ci'llrnu:;aK 

\:V. 1-l. BRYl.T\\'J~I.r. 

, A. J. ELKlN.S, c.n.n~ 
W. E. SKIPWITH 

.•• > 

... ) 

Ca/lcx (ludio'! Ld. 

Clwrlc~t·d Uauk of ludia, ;lus/)"(1/ia 
alld Clri·na. 

C/1/oridc Elcdric .)'/ora.S:r.' Co. 
(India) Ld. 

Mr:SSJs. S. (·. Chundcr & Co. 

Tlrr:nnas Cool~ a1rd Son. 

nrowns Duff & Co. T.d . 

lJ1uu·nrr 13roli!C1"S & Co. T~d. 

nunlo/) l~ubbtr Co. (ludia.) J.d. 

... ) 

•. 1 En.f!lislt 1~/trl ric Co. T.d. 

... ) 

... \ 

kfc.~srs. ]a111cs Fiula)' ,X Co. Ld. 

Gcunn/ , 1 C/:idcH{ Fir.:: & Life Assu. 
ranee CorjJoral-iol! Ld. 

(;oucml E/cclric Cn. (T11din) Ld. 

.. 5 Messrs. Cilla11dcrs, Arbuthnot & Co. 

SIR KH:\NI\'!'II NICOLSON 

,, J. H. \VI\'rso:-.r 

J. Jl\'l'I,E;\ 

'' ]. Ll-:ISK 
A. AR'I'IIUR 

H. A .. Lm::.n 

R. B. BHADURY 

Sm HARl<Y BuRN 

J\lR. J, P. GOl..\NKA 

" ,~-. B. C.\H'l'\' 

" R. ]O'HN~ON 
t' J. Sll\lPSON 

~:n:. jon:-.l" Bm{m£R 
1\TR. E. A. PA'l"I\RSO;\ 

C. j. CARDNI:R 

" 0. L\NG 

,, R. B. STI\W,\R'l' 
, Jon:-< Ro.ss 

D. \V. Lo:-:GAIR 

,, A. J. EI.nER 

., H. P. D. ~YKI·:s 
G. P:\IG'f 

H. F. B. SPENCE: 

K. S. FKOW<S 

• _i 
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Mossrs. Glnds.lollc, Wyllie & Co. 

L:ra.ll, 1\fu.rslntll & Co. 

Glenfield & ]{CIIIIcd::v Ld, 

CraT!ams 'l'·rading Co. 
(fudia) Ld. 

Gucsl, Keen, Williams I.....d . 

TV. Jfa7('or/h &:. Co, 

W. 1". lienleys Tclcgrn.Jtlr 
I.Vorks Co. Ld. 

Hoare, Miller&:. Co. Ld. 

1-lolmcs, WilsOIL & Co. 

Imperial C!icmir:al l·nduslries 
(hrdia) Ld. 

ludia11 ,Mal/caNe Casliuc,s L~. 

T11dian Oxygen aud Acclylc!le 
Co. Ld, 

: ... i .iHcssrs. IVillinm Jacks & Co. Ld. 

.. , 1 ... ) 

... ) 

::I 

... ) .... \ 

Jardine, SJ.:iiU1-Ci & Co. 

Jessop & Co. Ld. 

Kc/1/ewcl/ Bullen &:. Co. 

F.&:. 0. !.au.>! 

Lauda/1) & C[arl~ Ld . 

LatHfalc & Morgau 

Lm..tr:r Hrolf1crs (India) T...d . 

Li~~·crf'oo/ & Loudon & 
CloiJc Tns. Co. l...,d. 

Lyons (India) Ld. 



Lmw 1:->cuc .. wJ'; 
.i\fR. A. '1'. ORR DE:\:i 

L. P. S: Bm·~.:;-.;:E 
A. H. F01w 

,, C. R. Dons 
, \V. A. Hvt't"l' 

H. Sm:nnr:x 
1-I. C. Jl.\1\i\l!Iot:\X 

A. \V. TAYJ.OR 

, A. F. GJ.O.\G 
., A. E. r.m.umGF. 
, J. S . .S. GmsoN 

C. s. Twr.oR 

:: ;i: :f·p~~~~~-:R 
,, J. H. W.\J.KER, ~r.t, .. \. 

,, G. Asr!\ 

F. H. SllAR!'l\ 

H. t..'ll!,'i\\'l~J,T, ]O.i\J\;) 

]. C. ~rn::-: 
,, B. C. 1\I. TIO:Io!FORD 

H. J, 1.1cAR'l'IJUR 

R. C. COOPER 

D. H. l"I\RC:U<'ON 

" R v. F.\IU.:J(J,J, 

, H. \V. \Vn.sox 
E. S!'Llli,l\R 

R. I-1. ?l!cLt\OD 

S. G. S:mTn 

'f. \V. J.E\'1-:RE'l'T 

" ~I. KERRIDGI\ 

.. ) 

:! 

... ) 

~ ... 

Messrs . .J-fackinJJo;l, Macktnzic 
& Co. 

Macudll & Co. 

A.&:/. Main & Co. Ld. 

McLeod & Co. Ld. 

Mcrcm1filc l.J(wk of India 
l.d. 

Mcrz &. iUcLc/lan {l11d1jt) 

.iUc/(11 Box Co. of I11dia Ld. 

IJ. L. Milrar & Co. 

ll!organ, Wali.-CI' & Co. 

Myllo11, lrallacr & Co. 

Nalioua/ Carbon Co. (Tndia) J.d. 

) Nrsllt~ &: A·nglo 
... i Mi/1~ 

Condn1.wd 
Ca. f.d. 

Nnt· 1cfllaud Iusunlllr.c Co. TA. 

Norlllc.l'll AS.I"li/"('1/ICC Co. !.d. 

... ) Xvnt•ic:h r:nion Ltfc lnSII/"/1/lCC 

. Sor.idy. 

,, J · :\JcF:\Ri,.\XE, 'l~LC. . .. ) 
A. H. G.\LJ.OW.\Y ... ) Messrs. OciCI':.•ius Sircl 0.:. Co. J.d. 

" H. ROWAN HODGE, lll.I.-.A, ... Orr, Dignam & Co, 

liiR. D. F. ANDERSO~ 

D. A. Rrnn 

W. ]. You:-m.! 

:\. J. }.Lu,J.;,c; 
[-1. K. }:\CKSON 

l'. :\1. l.:I\DDII\ 
]. J. VUS'fO 

n. P. co~NKA 

:\. R. Hnr:t' 

ll. B. SCOTT 

'I'. B. ELT.E\' 
W. T. ,L,cEw," 

A. R. 1\L\cNAB 

, \V.]. B. W:\I,KElZ. 
C. 1\. Jo'nxso::-.l 

N. G. SliiiTH 

, S. W. KAYE 

H. G. WouTERs 

P. J, 'J1II0l\TAS 

w. H. CORN 

?IL Fl.lt:L'IH:ofG 
J. R \VAI.l.::Jm 

111• H. S'l':IN'l'ON 

) 
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Pr.niliSidar & Oricnla/ Slcam Na;1, 
Co. 

j\Icssrs. Jligol/ C/w}lHIC/Il & C1'. 

Price, Jl'alcrhoust', ]'cal 
..'\: C't'. 

. \ Pl'lldct~lial As.l·urancr. c'o, Ld. 

... ! ... ) 

.. , ) 

... ) 

... ~ 
) 

Messrs. Ralli Dr(J/1/crs T~d. 

R.oynl l.~.Yclwn,r;1' !1.\'SIImllr/.: Cor
fJomlion. 

Rnyn/ l'usu1m11'r. Co. l.d. 

Sinrlair, Murmy & Cn. T.d. 

1'S. K. F. nail 
l.d. 

Messrs. l~. Sled & Co, Ld. 

!Sic·war/s 0.: L!oyds of India 
Ld. 

IV. H. '/'argt!/.1. & Ca. Ld. 
(Caj>ila/) 

J, Tlro!llas l'\· Cn. 

]olin 'l'l10m/•sm1 ll'oh•rr
lwmf!lon (India) Ld. 

IV. ]. Wnlfccr & Co, 

Wig;:ri11.~ Tcnj' 0.: .·!lex Pirie 
(Exj,(lr/) Ld. 

l?y iwl.'ilaliou. 

'I'll!\ Ilo:-.·'m.R MR. SHAl\ISUDDIN 

At-nnm 

'l'In\ 1-Im .... 'm.r-: 11'fR. 'l'ARAK N,\'I'II 
l.'lluiiKERJI£1~ c.I.E., :u.n.u., ... Mi.11is/.cr, GowTI/II!C,!7I of Rc.ugnl. 



MR. H. S. E. STEV"E:-IS C.S.I., 
C.l.li., 1\LC., I.C.S, 

~- :-;:_ l~W CT.!\., I.C,S. 

.A. ~- LA!{ KIN C.I.E., l.C.S, 

A. c. 1-IAR'l'I,I\\', C.l.I\., 
0. B. E., I.C.S, 

, P N. 1\Ic\Vn,T.B,u, l.C.S. 

S. C. f~TI•rr~:;n, D.Sc. (Engr.) 
London :\.:-.r.r.~:. (l11Cl.l 

,, S. C. S.-\TY:\W:\DI, :II.A. 

Rl\r R\H,\DUR J. r..~. Gnosn u.:\., ... 

JfAJOR GE:--<tm..n. :r. R. l~. Bucmm, 
C.IJ., O.B.E., )[,C, 

JfR". s. J. FI,J.:i'C'liER 

).Jo::-:SI!IUR A. Ht.iPPERTS 

:!\JR. K. E. {llACKENZIE 

, J. \\'. S'fOonr,Ev 

~fONSlEUR Clmrs'l'L\:"\ Fnr:cnH1" 

).[R. TI, A. BENSON 

, \V. P. 'l's.\1 

,, 1:'. N. BANERJl\H 

" D. K S.-1.:->Y:\1,, O.ll.li. 

" N. Slli:!RR:\RU-S:O.TlTH 

" \V. C. G. 13Jl0DIR 

SIR L. P. ).fiSR:\ 

).fR. s. G. TAYI,OR, c.u:, 

,. D. R. H.-\RDWICK 

,, R. Sn-:.m 

su~ Aunm.T CI,,\DSTONC, BART 
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Clrir.f Scr.rclar\' G(lt•cnrmcu/ of 
. 13c~1g!ll. 

Cowrnwrnl of Bengal. 
Dcp/1. of Comcrcc & Labom. 

Commissi{li!Cr, Ci<,il Su}'f>lics> 
Ca/cu/la. 

Addilia~ra/ Member, Bonn! of R.r7.•t
uuc, (;M•crnmcnl of Bengal. 

Din:clor Gc~reral, Food. 

l.abo11r c'ommi.~sionrr, lJrngal, 

Dircclor of Industries, Beugal. 

Co/lcclor of Cusloms, Calculla. 

Vircc!or of Commercial lnlclli,~.;cncc. 
anrf Slnlislics. 

(;, 0. C-in-C, Bcn,~.;n/ & !lssnm Area. 

AmcricnH Cousul Gerteml. 

Con.sul Ctuerrd for Belgium. 

11. 1\I. Trade Commissioucr, 
Calcu'tta. 

FI'Cilrh Trade- CommissiMn·r. 

A 11.dralian G01•cnm1Md Trade 
Commissioner. 

Consul Genera( for Cl!ina. 

Jlicr.-CIIallccllor, {'alculla 
Uni"Versity. 

Cnlnd/a J"ili'i.'Cl"sily .'ljJpoinlmcnls 
Board. 

Post Masil•r Ccnera/, Bengal. 

Tonnage Co-ordinator. 

Inspcclor r:weral of Police, Bengal. 

Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 

Dy. Commissioner of Police, 
SPecial Branch. 

Ogih•y Callander.~ & Co. London. 
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111nrlin & Co. 

~he F. J. RT\AD ~!aslrr, t"alcu/ln Tr~1/Cs ilssocia/ion. 

,, c. E. Cr.:\ll.KE do do 

K:\SSI:i'lr A. l\Iownnm 111uslim C/1. of Commerce. 

do do 

K. P. COH};K.-\ lruUau Cfi(IIJi/!(')' of Commcn:c. 

K\X.\1 L.-\1,1, }:\'J'l.\ do do 

,, c. L. }:\'I'lA do do 

11 11.-m:\11 C'Vl<SETJ! DIUVEI{ do do 

, • . \I, P. HIIU.A do rlo 

J, K. liii'l"l'l\R !Jcl!ga/ ,\"a/iOII(l/ 

'l'he Presi(1Ct1t, in opening the proceedings addressed the meeting as 
follows:-

Vonr Excellency ~mel Ce·ntlem~n, 

Tt is 111~· pleasant dnt;., to-clay un behalf tJf ll.l! mcmL.::rs of the BcngC~l 
Cha111her of Commerce to \\"ekomc Your Excdlency to our Annnnl Gene
ral ).-fecting-. lt is indeed a priYilcge to lwYe Lhe Covemor o£ thi:; Province 
as ~nr Cl1ief ('illest and we me gml"eful to Yom Excellency for accepting 
our invitation to attend om m<ccling: nnd for con~e>nling to address us. 

Your Excellency's presence amongst us to-tlay O[)'-'llS a lll.!\1' dwpter 

in the histOI}' of the Clwmller, the· oldest in the Vmvim'c, rmrl imlccd in 

Inclin-taking the date of its original conslilulioa in IS_q. 

I am glad, Gcntk:llleil, lu have this opporltmit:v of paying a tribute to~ 
Sir Ftwlerick Buno\\"~' untirin~r effort:; on hel1alf of Hcng·1l :md her people 
in a year of exceptional dif1ienlties. \Vc extend to 11i111 and \o his Mini~
ten; onr good ,\·ishcs nncl nur fn11esl co-opcrntion in the tnsk that lies 
ahead of restoring to this Provt1lce tnonqnitlit~· atl(l prosperity. 

'l'o Laclv Burorws also onr thanks arc clt1c for 1JCr acti\'ities in chari-

1ablc and o~her public work. (!!jlj>lausc) 

To onr other disli.ngnishcd guests, including- J.\Jinistcrs of this Province, 
we similarly cxkml a most warm welcome. \Vc were hopi11g to luwc the 
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1Jlcasmc of welcoming the Hou. IIIr. Snhmwardy, Chief 1VIini~tcr, bnt hi~ 
dntir:s in the Lcgblnlurc have at the last moment prc\'entecl him frolll 
coming. 

I wonlcl like ~llso to refer to another c1istit1gHished sen·ant of India, 
who, though llCI'er at the i\nuual Cl'ncral Meeting of the Bcngnl Chmn

ber, was 011 a. numb':r of occasions ;1 welcome gllcst 1111der this roof. 1 
refer to His Excellency the Viceroy. 

I nm sure you will llol wish me to let this occasion pnss \\'ithont 
expressing lhe regret we all Jed that the onntsh of eVCJJb has lecl to the 
impending- departure from our niiclsl of one whom we so much rcsp<:ct and 

aclmire for all he h<JS do11c for 1ndia. Field 1\far~hall Lorcl \Vavell has 

worked unflaggingly, and with si11cerity and high purpose, to bring to 

India the autonomy which she desires and for which she has now so brief 
an interval to prepare. Hi:;tory will_not fail to.Jmt in its right j)l0 rspediYe 
tl1e slntesma11ship of a Viceroyalty whic-h has lHJpecl Jndia to ad\'ance 
so far on her path to complete self-gon:rument. (. J Pf!lausc) 

'l'lte year nndcr review has been, on the whole, a disappointing one. 
We started H in high hopes that we were on the threshold of prosperity; 

emerging from the depression of \Var, with men's hearts the lighter from 
the threat removed of enemy hatred and killing, we pln11p;ed i11\o hatreds 
prcsnmcclly com111unal, ittto industrial umcst, and into the drcac1f11l inci

dents of last Antumn, when men'.-; passions wen~ unloosed against each 

other and we E1uopcans had to stand by, powerless to :~ic1 our friends of 
the otlter communities in their mortal distress. 

'\:Vithont ,·visiting tc. recall to mind details, hest forgotten, of the dark 
deeds of that time, in Calcutta and elsewhere, I would be failing in my 
dnty if I did 110t pay a tribute to those in authority who restored order: 

the Police who worked withollt rest, a11d the il-lilitarv-British and Indian 
-1\'lto came to :~id both police aud public. In ho1;. manv countries out. 
side the kindly circle of the British Commonwealth wottl(l the comi

1
1g oi 

the soldiers have been so welcomed, as they were by all' comtnunities 
last August? 

'!'he disturbances had 1hcir dir~ecl and indirect repercussion on affairs 
and the index of industri~l activity in this Province is now lower than at 
any time since we were under tbe threat of ]apnnesc bombing i with tlte 

cause How deplorably mall-made and not nttribtttablc to famine or flood 
or other StliJer-lntmnn happening. I leave this to point its 01yn llloral. 
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Not that lahm1r 11:1:-> nol some canse for discontent however •vcll-lrcnt
ed by his employer. 1\To clcarncs:-> n\10\\'flllCe C<m lllnkc up to a 111a11 f\ll 

illahilitv to procure hi~ dnily wnnts, <mel 011c cnnnot contll:llln the· fado1·y 

or ollie~ worker for t1iss:~tisfaction at the difficulty of ohtnining his JJcccs

sitics, not. to mc1llion the small lnxnries lo \Yhich he may reasonably c:on

sirlc:r himself enlitletl; <Ill(\ (though their scarcity is not tl1c clllploycr's 

fnult) until foodslllffs ~mel cloth nrc ;waibhle i11 pL:nly and consumer ~oods 
in fair supply, we must, 1 think, still anticiiJntc thnt bhonr 'v11l be 
fmitft~l matcrinl for agitators, especinll~- those \\'hose rccll clcs-ire -is ct break
down of the existing- social order. 

'I'he employer in his turn way ·well complniu that bhonr is 11ot r1llowcc.l 

to seUle donn Polilical ~·Jog-;\l:"' result in st\Hlents' clcmonstrutions, Lnw 
:md 0Hlel 1s flouted, uots ensut>, pubhc ltnnspotl 1\0tl..cts g-r, ont on c;Litl ~ 

when they relmn, another political demonstration is imtigale::tl, tho:: l'oltcc 
hnv~ to tnke action, n g-encm\ strike is cnlh:d i11 prob . .:st, the ir:nns go out 

again-in a sorry sncccssiou of unhappy and nnncccssnry events. \Vital 
tl~eir cost is in money no one C:lll calculate, hut in terms of loss of prod11c~ 
lion the cost must he illllllcnsc ;md in these c1::lvs of O.:rilrcity llllpiinhmahle. 

One pre\'Cltt.ihlc complication is cleflnucc by labonr of the machinery 

of adjudication; ~nd here the employer h::~s n definite .g-ricvcl1l{'e again~t 
Government, as 1\·e hrrvc poinkd out at several Labour Conferences 111 

Ne•v Delhi for their rel11ctancc to take action :1gainsl Labom Leadt":rs 
who refuse 'to submit to the process of adjudication or to accept its findings, 
\vlwreas the employer is compelled to do both. We arc glad lhat the 
Bengal Government has now faced ttp to this issne i11 respect of the 
Calcntta Tnumvay strike. 

Of partirnlar concern to tlw business C011111ll11lit~' has het•n the spread 
of unrest to the clerical staiTs. Rerrlising- though tl1ey c1irl thfl\ lhC' unrest 
was not entirely spontaneous, your C~mmiltee rccognisul lhal with hopc:s 

of an improyemcnt in li\'ing cunditions still dcferrecl, n move must be 

made to i11crcnsc both denrncss ~lllo,vances nnd b8sic rates of pay, and n 
Snh~Comtniltee was formed to advise on both points. 

The Sub-Committee did m1 adtnirable, (;::xpcclitiol!s piece of wm·l.:::,_ and 
as a result of their findings, your Committee, ns· you bww, sponsored a 
recommcnclation to members in respect of salary scales of clerical and :mb. 

ordinate office staffs; and those who followed these recomtJteud~tions (and 
I believe most of ·our members have done so) have the sntisfaction of 

kn~Yving they hnvc fiiirly mel the 11ccds of their stnffs and can rebut 
threats from outsiders, suc1J ns we hm·c t·ecently been fnvoured with, to 
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ra\1 i11-at1Yiserl strikes, 1\·hicl1 can only be detrimental to the interests of 

the clerk:> cmlccnled, ns Jl1(11"e thnn one instmtcc has already flclllnnstra\cd. 

Clerical staffs a11d factory \rorkcrs l\H! not the only ones who lind 
current conditions nupalal:lblc. At our meeting: last year 1 Yuiced onr 
pleasure in 'welcoming' the return of staJT from artive service to lnkc ll]l 

eh·ilim1 \\·ork again. 'l'hcir welcome is to some extent marred, as is that 
of the newcomer to Cnlcuttn, by the housing a111l transport ditliculties 

which still obtain; aud despite the 'Rent Control Act which om CoYern~ 

mcnl wisely dcci(lcll to continue after tlw Defence of hHlia l~nk~s bpscd, 
11gly stories nre heard of dcmnJl(ls for extnrtiollale prcminms or fOr exlra

vagmtl prices for fnmitnre in rctnrn for 1cns~s. It is to b~.: hoped that 
finn nclion by lh~ Hcnl Controller, and fttll recourse to the p"rotcction 

of the bw by the unfortun<tle \'lctims, \\"il1 check these ahnses. 

Combined \rit)t tltis is the mg-enl necessity foJ· tltc de-requisitioning 

hy C.ovcrnml'nl of residential a,; of illdustrial <\CCOtttmOd<ltion. \Vc all 
kno\\" of honscs reqnisitioncd for unsuitable pnrpnscs, or-m<ty I say

for ttnsuit8ble people, and to tts it seems very wrong to allow premises 
cle-req11isitioned by one Co;-crnment Department to be promptly requisi

tioned by another. It is strange, too, llwl Finnnce ?IIinisters ln the Pro

duces nnd nt tl1c Centre lul\'e not yel woken 11p to the wustc of the tnx
pnyer's money t1tal is entailed in tltc llelay iH tle-reqnisilioning-. 

Atlcl what of the requisitiolting o.f g-oods? Lac\.;: of forethought in 
buying the country's requirements is rcmeclierl br the easy device of re

qnisitioning l)nt can it he right to requisition at prices no longer ClllTCllt 

and le<wc the trader to bear tl1c replacement loss? "\Vc n11 support India'~ 
action in supplying the Arg<:nline with gunnies, in retnrn for foodstuffs, 
hnl a national debt slwnlcl not be liquidated by. the scqncslmtion of fJri
yate interests, aml of a particular section al that. 

I am lohl that I nmst admire official methods as applied to adminis
tratin~ problems, but when Government enters the [iei(l of commerce, tlw 
rcg·ions of Proflt and Loss Accounts, wltal a contrnr~· pictme unfolds 
itself. We might forgive the incrcnsiug of-om tclepho_ue dwrgcs if ollly 

the system was efficient . ancl the telcplwne directory legible all(l np to 
clat~. 

Spenking: for a moment lo the EmoJlean members of this Chamber, 

om comml11lily mn::.t conliuuc to do its part in the Legislatures so long 

as the T~J:lS i\ct is in force, and I would remind you tlmt the Secrctan· 

will alwnys \Yekomc the names of men willing t~ give tlwir part-tim~ 
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services both in the Legislatures nne\ in the Calculla Corporntion a;; well 

<lS for other adtniuistra.tivc <mel scmi-secrclm i:tl posts. T\l<my of those 

carrying on in these spheres, partieHlarly in the Lcgisl<thtrcs, have been 

doiug tlds voluntary \YOrk for a long tin1e ~Inti feel tltc need for the relief 
which only new blood cau bring to them. 1\~on-official Emopcrms hnve a 

prnml record of \'oluntary public service in this ennntry, ancl 1 nm bohl 

cuough to believe om ser\'ices \\·ill st,ill be \\"ckomecl in the new India, 

C\'en when we have withdrawn from the Leg;islnlmes. 

A good clenl is bei11g said in the prc•ss and elsewhere 011 the Sltbjcr:t 

uf Indin's slerli11g bnla11ces and I do not wish to aclcl anything here ill::tl 

might be regnrded as colltrover~ial. Bul 1 think I may reasmwhly nwtc 

tl1e observation that) by and large, and oYer \l!e fairly extensive period 
that \\"ill obviously be rel)uircd for their liqttilhllion, the halm1ccs will 

be mainly rcpai<l thnmg·Jt the ordinary proce:-:c;cf. u[ lr<Hic :md comn1ercc. It 

is in snell a cmnH::elion tlwt l believe British lmsincs:: in Indi~t lws n 

Yalnahle role to play, forming <IS it does rt li11k in the commerce het\n;en 

tlte two countries and constill1ling one of tl1c chid :1geJJcics lor the 
creation of the necessary balance of payments. 

Any htlk, therefore, of ]3ritish business leaving· lndln .is nn ](oss 

harmful \n this conntry than it is to tf1e United rzing(lom, on whose pros

perity India depends for the settlement of her indcbtcclncss. 

\Vbat of the men \\·ho gi,·c their whole-time serdL'C to the 

;trlminislration? 

"\Ye non-ofllcinls can lwlcl no brief (or mc11 in Covcntmc·nt service) 

eH·n our own cotwlrymen; nml it ill-heflts htJ~im.::-s lllCll t(l l'Oill!l1Clll on 

lhl:' controversy reganliug compensation fnr Englis1111H.'Jl or Twli<nl.o.; 'who 
may l>~ retiring from GoycnllllC11t service in tht..' face of a drnstic clmng\: 

iu the method of governing India. But, "·hen responsible Indians st1·ess 
i 'ldta's need of traiued personnel for the purpose of clcveloping the rc
:-;t>mccs of this conn try, I cannot refrnitl from us king, why di.o.;c:-ipate a 

force of men perhitps uniqnc in hs efficiency aud probity an<l let Jucli:1 

lose the bcuclil of their adminislrntivc <tllfl executi,·c experience? 

1 kllO\\" that me-n can be hired fmm abroad, tcclmically qn:tlificd in 
perhaps an~' direction rcqnirc<l, and that by uwkiug il \nlrth tlwse men's 
wl1ile (n progressivdy more difficult task, h~' the w:t~·, ll"ith tnxatimt aml 
prices :-:o high) she em1 secure their scr\'iccs fur a lim ill'(\ pC"rintl: lmt how 
can sHch mcu, howe\'Cr eonscicntinHs, he com parcel \\"ith tho~e they \\"ill 
he replacing? It has nlways been pos:-;ible to criticise the Indian Cidl 
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Service and the otlwr ~~,;rviccs lou, hut at least ll1is c::m be said: they may 

hnve been paid \\·~·11, hnt 110 pay as such would hln·c sccureLl tlw sclfles5 

service \rhich su HJ<my of tilcu1, European and lndian, have g-i,·cn to 

l11dia in the past. (.lj•f'/uust·) llnforlunatdy l'OJH1itions have Lecn lllarlc 

so had for officials lila! the hcarl lJas largely gone out of thc!ll. This 

C(•tllcl surely yet he rcmcrlied. At any mlc, India ll'iii he the poorer for 
11-.eir going-. 

Jn my speech at this Chamber ?IIcctiug a ycai· ago l cXpn::sscd rcgrc1 

tlwt nothing much hacl been rlone to put into effect the IHHI!\" official 

schemes of pos(-\\"ar ck~\·clopmcnt; and even now little progn.:~s seems 
likely until the political problems of this cotmtry :~rc solved. 

'l'herc is >~nothcr handicap, not generally recogtliscd. ]\lone\' is 

!•kntifnl 011 papc;r hut the necessary resource;; mn:st he forth.coming h~fore 
plauning can he translatc:d into actuality. And elHltlgil resources, whether 

in lBbuur or nwteri<~l or skilled supervisiou, arc just- l10l Hvailablc for all 
the schemes that arc in prospect. 

One scheme of loc<~l ir1tcrest that promises \\·ell is the K<Jnclnap<lr<l 

.An::a Dc\'clopl!Jcllt Sc-he111e which Covernme11t k1s liO\\' in h:utcl. In this 

arc:t inclllstrialists arc !o he <.::ncour8gcd to bt1ild not o1tly factories lmt tile 
rcs1dential C]ttartcrs needed for the housiug o( their Jahonr all in the 

pnliSc\\'orthr eiTort to create garden ~itics in conjnnetion 11.'i\h indnshT 

at~d at the same time to n•lieve the congestion of crowded C~tlcutta. Ail 
1\'lll \Yish the project well. 

, .~t.is gratifying thnt the terms of reference 0 [ the Calcutta T~rmin.:ll 
hlcthbc: Committee, which l1::~s recently hcen appointed, induclc the 
:lSSt111lp\!on th:1t snhurhan raih1·ay passenger services in the Calct1tta area, 

e~s m:::l as the East Inclinn Railway main line as fnr ns Dhanbacl will he 
clectnficcl as soon as 110ssihlc. ' 

It is pcr11aJls ~10t too optimistic to throw ones miiHl for\\'nrcl to a day, 
~to~ lll~my years (llslant, \Yhen Calcutta will be an en:n gTC(lter ]Jorl lli<~l! 
Jl ~~.at present, with occaJl-g-oing stcnmers comiilg up to the clocks throu,gh 

a s.llpf canal unaffected by. lidcs or varying depths of water, to the tei:-;1-li
lll~~ o a far-flung n:twork of clectriflc:d railway sc:rviccs and tw donht 
\Ifill ~trgcnt and pr~ctons freight being· busily ferriccl in ancl out lw mcnn"' 
o C:l.Jgo planes SCI ving J\Iaby<~, Austmli<~ and tllc~ F·tr Fast and w:st-
,,·nrd lhc Middle East nnd !!mope:. ' "· ' 

ln ll1'" ktc]·gt·01111 (] ([ tl' 
improved Cal~ut~a c , J 11S .tnmsr~ort lldwork will, I hope, he nn 

, lean and wtth wide roa(ls cleared of auimal-drawn 

traffic, inclndh1g lhe iniquitous and backbreaking form of vehicle kuown 

as the handcart, and-let tlS hope-with the present pall of dust and smoJ..:e 

thnt perpetually hangs over t-he city removed at :sonn_·c by a return to 
dustless rouds and n cha11gc_-over to electricity rmd ~mukeless f11,·! for 
cooking pnrposcs. 

And now, Gentlemen, for our own domestic affHirs. 'l'he r inted 
report will have told you uf the matters yonr Committee have heel' hnsy 

with dnri11g tlw yeal'. 

One, which we hope will give progrt:sSi\'ely good results, i-; the 
starting of classes for teaching of Hindnstnni aud Bcn,gali to onr Emo
pean assi,;tants. Thongh pcrso11ally T hclic\·c tlmt it \\'ill he_ in the 

-intcnosts of Jnclia fol' English to remain the lan~rnage 1.1f clllturc :md 

iutcrnatio11al intercourse and accordingly do not hellc\'C that Hindi or t Tnln 
will replace it, yet I am sure thut a knowledge of the bnguuge is a mo,;t 

he1pful mcuns for the European to g:<tin un undcrstnncling of the people 

of this country which nll will ngrce is ~o valuahle nnd esscntbl. 

I had hoperl tlwt bdo.rc my term of ol1icc ww.;, over, this Royal 

Exclumge Building could have been remodelled so ns to permit the l!X

ceUent hnll on the groull(l floor to be utilised for meetings snell as this, 

and incidentally set free more office Space t'nr the Chnmher's activities. 
Lack of the necessary material, however, has so far m:tcle it im]Jossible 

to plan to mukc the hall proof ~1gainst the atrocious sotHHls which come 

into ns from Clive Street anfl Royal Exdwltg"e Place. \\'c have negatived 
their fury to some extent l1y pro\'iding louclspcakcrs, a boon in a large 

meeting to the unfortunate spe<tker who otherwise has to str:-~iu his vocal 
c1JOrds in trying to make the back rows hear. Bnt a mnch g-n:<Jter degret! 
of sound-proofing, Sitch as hy rlonblc-glnss Lloors, anc_l some measure of 

ventilation, will he ncelled to rewler the H.oyHl Exchange cupublc of heiug 
utilised for the purpose I hm'e mentioned. The matter is under review 

by architects and it '"ill he one for t11e incoming Committee or their 

successors to prosecute to a conclnsiotL 

The thought muy occur, why do "-e 1101 minimise the nuisance of 
tl1e 'noises off' at their source instead of trying to neutralise them by 

sound-pmofing and mnlification? One remecly, of course, is to abolish 
moto1· horns in Clive Street and I commend to our local unthoritics, in 

noplacement of the existing law, the application to Culcnttn, at least from 
Clive Street to South Calcnttn, of the rnle in fot·ee itt ccrt:dtl European 
countries making it un offence to sound 8 motor hom except in u g"mve 

emergency, such as when a pedestrian suddenly steps in front of one's 
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vehide, au<l definitely' not to allow a driver to proceed the length of 
Clive Street with his finger on the button. of the horn-Hs I can hear 011 ~ 
now as 1 speak-or tirelessly !;:OHild a Jmlb-horn. 

'!'he food situation in North E:1;;t India is still uot assured, and 
perhaps \\"ill not Le until all chance of spcculrttivc prolil-mD.k:iug vanishes 

with the aJlpt•aranc\: of rice in quantity from Bunna or Siam. It is d\!

\'outly lo he hoped thnt this consumnwtion will Hot much longer bl! 
delayed. 

~'l'lvauwhilc: lhl· Cktmher Food :-:chetne. conlimK·:s in fnll :SII'ing and to 

the gew:ral snti."f<~dion uf pnrticipants, with notable exceptions such as when 

Gow·~nment stocks came down to zero and the pomcst quality of rice 

wns ISsued to the Ch:llubcr for dislrihutiou-----:-an occttt-rcnct: which icll lo 

some most llllfortttllale assnnlts hy worl;:mcn on their factory lll:l.IHlgL·t·s. 

Anollwr sonrcc of cli::;contcnt :unongst bhonr, ns I ltn\'c 1drc11 c1y said, 

is the difficulty .clllpl•lyers ha\'e of g-etting- Stlpplies for llwm of other 

essuJtial food:Hntl::; . .i\Iustanl oil is ouc example, and here om Government 

are jnstilicd i11 COI!!plaining of the diffi.cult.v tltvy experience iu gelling 

th.c produciug provinces to part \\"ilh snpplies-a grieva 11 cc which J clc~1 H 
WJth recently in m~· speech tn the AssociAted ChamherS: 

:actory exccn_tin·s wilJ iudec{l he g-lad when ratio.ning can he dis· 

contmned nnd the11: rcspon~ihilil!· ceases for such (liflicnltic." over \\'l1ich 
they or we can havl' no controL 

. (~tlr ~ympathy gol'." ·out to thent m1<l our th:lllks lor thl'ir co-opemtim; 
lil th1s (hfficult l<J:.;k of .C'."c!tin.Q f0ocbtufl"s (listl"ihutcrl to n 111illion work

pt:opll: autl thl'ir llcpeud<lnt~. Antl tn .:\ir. :\!eD':trlanc <\lld the other nh.'lll· 

l:crs of the Poo<lstufTs Suh-Cmnn;itlcc, the Chamber ofllcc, l'hc staffs of the 

Chmnhcr Depot:;, Ollr gratitude is {hw and het·cl~y tenclcrcd for the extn.:

me1~· good work tltcy haw contimtcd to Pill in S11pt·n•isiug thL· distrilllltirJll 
(lmmg: H)<16 of foodstuffs tn the valne of ,1 ~ crores of rnpt·cs. 

Before 1 leave the snhjen of food 1 must refl"t· to the confiicti11.!! claims 

of foocl. crops,:·crsus ca-;h C'rO])~, wi.th ]>articnlar rt.'pCn'tl~"'ion on tlH:' sup· 

ply of Jlltc. I he point ba~ l1een mndc hdorc, hnt it e:11mot he llln<\e ioo 

~ftcn, that the world dcpenrls on Bettgal jute for lmg;gin.Q" it:; foodstuffs and I: behovl's nm Govcmmcnt to sec lhnt .intc is Jlrnduct•d in sn!Ttcient qmm

:lty to keep the w~rl(l's cssen\t:tl !1r;t.·d~ ~ntislictl, qnilc apart fmm a\·nid-
mg- the enconra,!!ctncut nf suhstit11tc::.. The acrcagl! of jnte will 
nnt sttbslantially interfere ·witt the procluction ri_ee. 

I '5 I 

One word about your new Committee. ll is, if I may say so, a good 

oue. Your interests will be safe in their hands. ll'lr. Cumberbatch, as I 
know from happy experience of his aid to me as Vicc-I)rcsidcnt dming the 

past year, will make a wise and able President. T'dr. l3cntltall will he nn 
admirahlc Vice. 

I want now to thank tlwm nne! the remninder of the otttgoiug- Com

mittee for the work they have pttl in dming the year auc1 for lhc unfailh1g 

support they haYc given me n:; tl~t.;ir Prcsic1cnL 

1 take this opporttwity also of thanking: i\'fr. Fairbairn and the Staff 
of the Ch:ttllhcr for their continnolts, painstaking \mrk during a more 

than onlinarily hn::.y year. Those \\ \io come into eon lad with l>!r. F<tir

hairn, :111d the!"e 11\ltst iuch1dc most of our Cltallthcr metllhers, will <IPJH·vci:tle 

thnt it i~ no mere funn (>f words when T ::;:1y thal we arc nl1 \'cry forltmatc 

to 1wYc him as.our Sccrdnr~·. 1-lc in turn would, I bww, wish me to add 

tlwt l1e is loyall~· sttppol ted by a most ahlc stnff. 

Some of the present Comtnitke \\"ere 110t available to stand for elec

tion agnin ll1is ~-var owin.r.; to their bein,r2.· dnc for Humc Lea\·(~. i\lr. \Var

rcn i:-. ot1c, !\h. 1\TcT<'arlane is nuother, ~111d yotw particular thanks :ii·c due 

to hnth for thc·ir work for the Ch:nulkr. with nlhc.·r prcocettpatinn1' tn lak': 

11p their time. 

Sir J-brry Bum, :1ftct· ·years of ptthlic-.-;piriterl SL'n·icl', is :tboul lo lea\·'-, 

Indin on retirement. Tt is he who w:1s instnunc·nt<tl in the.· foundiug· of 

the East 1ndi:1 Fund, \\"ltich ndsccl l:trg:e sums fnr \Itt.· pmella:o-:L' of aero· 

pl:mcs nnd other m11nitio11S of wnr :~nd cnntrihulc(l l:tt·gl:l~· to \l·artillll.' 

charities, :111tl he \\'fiS its indct"atignhlc ll~mngltonl. To this nnd 

111 a 11 y other ncth·itics, he arldecl \he not t:1sk of Ch:1irman of 

ottr l\:ttiona1 SL•rdec Advismy CmmHittec, <l task he has HCcomp1ishl•cl with 

the tlwrotlg1111ess :mel skill 11e bring.'-' to e\·crylhing: he docs. You \\"ill 

wish, 1 know, to ~ho\\" yom ilpprcci:1tinn of HDhhy Rnrn's ser\'iccs to tlw 

comlmlnity nnf1 to Tnc1in hy yom henrty applause L·l 1>/,fnuscl. 

'l'ltcrc i~ jn"'t one fmthcr nmUer l mu~t refer lo hefon· 1 sit down, 

and that is the recc:nl prononnccntctlt hy His :\l:tjcsty':; Coycrum(·ut D\1 the 

transferencE' of pn\\'c·r to rcspon.<:ihlc TtHli:m lwn(ls h~· June tn.1S. 

'!'he true spirit oi t·omnHlc,hip is .l!·oing· to he pnt to :1 sttpremc test 

between now nncl the Summer of next ~rear. On the decisions \\'hich the 

·communities will make between now and then depctHls the fnte of n lanze 

11:11·t of the human r:wc. 1\Ta~· the pcnple ol Tndia rc:di.".: tlw\ in politics, as 

I 
I 



( 16 ) 

in busine~s m~d professio~JH] life, they are frir:nds to one another; an~l tiwy 
they find a fnendly solntwn of the great political problem with which thdr 
country is now faced. (Lo11d nftf!hws(') 

His Excellency the Govenwr of Jkng<1l :-

:Mr. President and Gentlemen 

\:Vhcn I accepted the invitation of the Bengal Chamber of C~mmerce 
to attend ~md address the Annual General .1\'Iecting, I realized t-hat 1 wa:; 
imposing- on my.";c]f n tnsk which 110llc of my prcdeeessors has had to face 

~the task of making n speech about the political rl1ld administrative 
SJtnntion in thi:> 11rovince in the afternoon instead of afler n :-;t. Andrew's 

Day DinncL U~auglrlcr) However, ] am enconmgcd by the lcs.<; tangible 
but no less real support of the good wishes to nJy:;clf and my wife 

c~nveyccl hy Mr. TowJJend on your behalf, rmcl I t-hank you all fm· those 
kmdly words. 

.After 11cnrly ten years of Pro\'incial Autonomy you rlo not need to be 

r~mmded that a Governor, thougl1 the head .of the Provi11cial Aclministn\

tJOl,J, is 1.1ot primarily concerned with the shaping of his CiO\'crmncnt's 

pohc}..-, stJJl less with its execution. 'rl1is 111ay he borne in mind when 1 

deal with certain points raised in 1\Ir. Townend's speech. Bnt I should 

hasten to tllld that my relnlionsl1ip with the I\linistry which assumed ffi.cc 

very soon after my arri\'al in this CoLmtry-:md which subsequent c~ents 
have show!~ to J~ossess the steady Sllpport of the lll8jority of tllC Legislali.lre 
~my relatwnslnp with them, 1 say, has !Jcen extremely corclinl. 

Ym~r Prcs.ident. rightly gnve pride of plnce to the problem of unrest 
~rnong ll~dustn:1l labom, for that must be the thing which is uppermost 
11~ the lll1.1lds of .many of you, with over so,ooo workers on strike in the 
Cllcnlta mdnstn:\l an•;1 at the moment, and probably more in the offing. 

~t can~wt. he d.cllJed that the conditions under which industrial labonr has 
.o '~:oil~ ll1 this count~y arc very far from satisfactory. Apart from the 
s~ecJal pr~blems n;sullmg frol11 the disloaction of our economic lifi: by the 

"ar-parttcn:<lrly the :o;hortage of food and cloth-there arc the chronic 
proh1e1Jls of Ill-health and in~Hlequatc housing I . f 11 . 1' 
member:; of this Cl b f ~ · g!VC l1 CICC tt to numy 
t k f .. 1 . Jam cr or the welfare measures ·which they have tmder
. a en OJ llCJr employee:;, realizing as they do that the pros Jeri tv of an 
mdttstry depends on [I conteuterl labour f . n 1 ~ • y 
admit that much remains to be done. OJ ce. ut you would yourselves 

On<:: of the most imvortant l'ights of . . 
·association with his fellow-worl·ers fo ~l · any worl.~er ts the rig-ht of 

~ · r Je representatiOn of his grievances 

~nd the bettermellt of his conditions. The Trade l;nion moven1ent in thb 

conn try is still in its infancy, hut with growing inclm;lrializntiotl of India 

its power is bo11nd to 1levelop. \:Vh:1t yon, as nationals of a hig-hly illdns

triaUzecl country with a fnlly developed Traclc Union 1\Jovemcnt, shonld 

see is that yon give a f:dr deal, possibly a trifle more lhnn a f;lir deal, to 

your employees, erring on the side of generosity i11 ~·our n .. latinnship with 

the me11. fn this cm1~1ection, wag-es are not e\'crything-:uncnitics C'Ol111t 

for a lol too. Stndy the feeli11g of your men, ~llld sec t1wt they nre trcnted 

<lS hmmm heings, as people who play an important part in the firm. 

Secondly, l11e Cnion leaders should he tHen who have themselves "·orked 
in the factory, ll1e mi11e, the shipyard, or whatever it may be. (/lfljJ/ausC') 

UJJ[Orll111tltdy, the low sbndards of education generally prc:vailing here 

make it very clifficnlt lo find leaders of litis lypc. \:Vhat is vcr.v clesirahle 
to avoid is the possibility o( the getl\line grie\':llJtcs of the >vorkers being 

cxploilccl for political purposes by tmsct'llJlltlous persons wl10 arc lllOl'e 

intent 011 furthering their own poli\icll t'<ll'Ccrs hy cansiug- inrhtstrial strife 
1ktn on removing tl1c grie\ances. Tt i:::. also essential tllnt there :--;honlcl 
he in existence' n. fair nnfl rapid tnael1inery for se:ttli11g- '1'1wle Union cli,;

Jl11ll'S. I mysclr ltn\'c nlwa.1's ~:ulvoc:J.tecl tltal the strike weapon :sltOLtld lw 

t1H~ last to he nscd :tlld not the first nucl that it should onlr he resDrted to 

11·hen all other resonrccs han: failell. 'J'he lle~in1hility of the sdtlc1nent of 

disputes between Clllp]nyer and employee hy direct negotiations cnnnot he 
controvert-ed. Nevertheless it is the duty of the <iovernmc.:nt in the l<Jst 
resort to ensnre if possihle that disputes <11·c settlec! JH.:acef\\lly nnd expe
ditiously by the machinery of nclj11di('ation. 

I p:1~5 now to n mntter •.dlicl1 affects not onl:r your c111ployccs, p<1rti~ 

~:nlar1y your clerical staffs, lmt a1!'-o yonrsclYcs-lhc high lc\'el of rent::: nnd 

the shorlnge of accommoclaliolL The provisions of tl1c Rent Control Onk·r 
111Hlcr tl1e Defence of India H. nics were continued hy an ( )rdin;\ncc·, \Yhich 

T promulgated on tbc m1vice of my ::'1Ti11islers whet! the Defence of Indi<l 

RHles lapsetl last September. The open1tio.t1 of the Orclinrmcc is heiJ;g 

cxlcndecl temporarily to gin~ the Lcg·islatnrc fnll time to cousidct· the pro
Yisions on their merits. The pre~C:'ncc of r1 Rent Control :\d. on tl1v 

Statute Book, 11o\\'eveJ·, is nul eJJOil).th hy it~elf, when tl1e mcnm; for cnfm·

cing it arfO inadeql1ate. '!'he m;d11 reasons for the pn:seut wltolcsaJ.: 
evasion of the law arc the ahseueC of a fnll~time Rent Controller with thl· 

power 1o initiate action, and the cm;niv:mcc of ]urge tntmbers of tf.'nants. 
The Pro\'incial nuvermHCJJt nre :tclively crmsitiering the appointment ot' .1 

fn\1-time H.l!llt Controller. As 1·eg:1nl~ the progress of derl'qlli~itioning 1\'l' 

have :o;teadfastly refused to take over rcq11isilioncd prope1·ty for our own 
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officcn; IJI" for any norlnal wurk. The sole exception to this general r 11 1e 

was when we wer~ faced with the prohlem of providing- for Jiterall~· 

thonsnnds of victims of eollllllllllal riob in Cak11tta, East Bengal n11f1 Bilw 1 ~. 
Apart from emc:·gency n•lid purposes we have not only refrain~cl from 
taking over avaijahlc hnildiug~ but ]1:1\'e instructed all Departments, 

\Yhcrc possihle, to vacate 1·eqnisitiom·cl buildings hy the cncl of ?IIarch. 

(/lftplrwsc) I am glacl to say that the 1111111hcr of requisitioned huiidings 
is rapidly diminishing. · 

It would, I ad111i!, be tcmpti11g to usc our powers of tcqtdsitioning for 
otl1er purpose>;, particularly for some of onr must-. Hrgcllt development 

schemes, Rnt such a 11~c, or rall1cr misus~, of JfO\I'Cr wrm\d he indcfemi
l~lc, and pmbably illeg-al into the b~rgain. 1\c\'crthcless, :Js 1\lr. Towucnd 

!.·Ightly obscrvccl,. the shortage of lmilcli11g nwtcl"ial nnd of trained engineers 
JS 011e of the mam bo1tleJJecks in Bengul's Deve]oplneHt lJJnn. You 11.011];] 

perhaps lik~ :o. hcCJt" a little more ahonl thnt Plan, whic1l thongh still far 
from matenal!zm,g- on the p:rmmd is slowly taki11g shape. During the last 
few months a great deal of <York has been done hy Ministers in Committee 

upon the material lwmmercrl ont by their c1cparlme11 tal wlvisers 011 the 

?evelopm~nt. Bom·d. 'I'he five-year plan has been converted from n vision 
mto a destgn; a .definite programme hn;; hcen. set 011 t nmking dear ho•.\' 
~nch of. tl1nt des1gn we cnn actually :1i111 at fnlrllling in the 11 c.:--:t live vean:; 
1~1 the ltght of the finrtncirtl resources at pre:oent rensonrthk withil~ 0111. 

SJ.gh~. The. P.rodndal pnttcrn has been broken 11p into patt~·rns for each 
d1stnct, ~vhtch ~nn he dearly seen and readjusted locally by tho:-e COll

:eJ ned \:'It h. llJcJt" local exccutiotl. A goncl (leal of work has hcen done 
111 the chstnds themselves to iJJ>mgurate the loC'al organizrttion of develop
ment and to find out .in practice lww tl1e men on the spot nm best wm·k 
as a tentn. i\ 11 orgamzation of this kind camlOt be pnt dmnl rend nnadc 

Il m.nst be built np by expcrieJJCe alld practice-for the: tnsk in l:mlrl is 
nothmg ,l,ess than creating whnl·has been called the "Third :\rm of C:m·

~~nmcnl , and I mny adcl in p<~ssing that tl1e "third arm'' \\-ill onh- work 
1• th~ other h1·o <~rms---bt\\" and order and revcnne-rtre · 
effective. .strong- and 

. This i~ not the time for me to spcak of inclivi<ill<'ll fJJOjccts: hllt tllCJ'I• 
IS one thnt 1 cnnnot pa~s ,;ycr. \Vithin ihe l<~st tw _ · 
project for the Damodar Valley h<~s shm,n si ll~ f ,o ll.JOn\hs the great 
acceptance. 'I'his project repre~cnts ltlllch m·o:~ :h o LOll!Jllg very ncar lrl 

engiJ.leerillg: i~ stands for an ent.in:Jy 1tew aJJpron:~:l t~_, ~~~;'lt c.n,l~J::wisc .in 
nomJc ancl socJal problemS of .a considerable area r f . p],J stc.d, l'CO

hoping for that. new approach must f . ' I ~ I nella and a11 who nr~ 
et \ e1H y \VlSh sueccss to the final 
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Conference which is still to be held at Delhi on this nwtter. i\Ty ?vTinisler 

for Irrigation is fully alive to lhe great importmwe of this project. 

The food sit nation in this Pro\'iuce is a snhject of sudJ importance and 

compkxity that you wonld not thank me if 1 were to treat it at tl1c length 
which it dCservcs. 'l'he situation last vear W<lS one of great anxielv to my 

ministers and myself, and it. is gratifyi~1g· tht7t tkmks lo the eucrgetic steps 

taken by all concerned, n crisis \\'u:; nvcrlecl. 1 shall content myself here 
with only two points. 'l'hc fin;t is to express my appreciation of lhe ex

cellent work of the Foodstnffs Sub-committee of the Cham her: the distri

lmtion of foodstniTs worth more than three million ponnds to n million 
people is indeed a formidable task. 'l'he second is to demur from the 
::;nggestion that the nccessnry acreage of jute \dll not snbstm1tia1ly interfere 

with the production of rice. Every extra "an11a" of jute acreage means 
Joo,ooo tons less of clea1H~d rice. 'l'he decision to fix this years' figure rtt 

eight a1111as called for a very C<treful wdghing of the mnny COllflicling fac

tors-the world demand for jute, the threat of snhstitntes, the ability to 
<::011trol the ncreage effectively, and tlJC im]Jeralive necessity of growi11g 

ns much paddy as possible-the list is not cxhnnstive. I trust thnt the 
decision will prove rt wise one. 

1'hcrc arc two other matters in your President's speech on which I 

shot1ld like to touch very brieily. Firstly, I mnst correct a small enor about 
the law relating to the sounding of motor hmn:-; H.nle 191 of the ?11ot,Jr 

Vehicles Rules runs as follows:-

"Sound Sig-mrls-Tcslriclinus on 11sc of-(a) Xo driver of a motor 

vehicle shall sound the horn or other cle\'icc for giving antlihle 1\'arniug 

·with which the motor vehicle is eqn-ipped, or sl1all canse or allow any 
other JlCrson to do so, needlessly or contim1nu~ly or to rtn extent beyond 

that which is rensonably necessary to C!1S\11"C :o,nfct~·." (IAIUi,'hicr) 

T shall not lrcspC~SS on the presen·cs of my friends in the Hig-h Conrt 

hy altcmptiJJg to defi11e the "·ords "needles<;ly" niHl ''n;asnnnbly" 

Secondly, 1 should like to :-tssociute my:::clf most cordially with all that ha" 
been saic1 ~bout Sir Harry Burn. I wish that I, like yrJu, coulcl reckon 
his frienclship in•tcrms of years instead of montl1s. But pcrh~tps it is as 
,n:ll for my peace of mind tl1at he is leaving: if he stayed mncl1 longer, 

even ] might become a champion of nrtificial fertilizers! (T.rwghlcr) 

Before I eondudc, you will expect-, and rightly c_·~pc·cl, to hear my 

comments on the recent statement of His lllajesty's Go\'crnmellt, especially 
as it :.:~n·ccts the European business community in ·Be11gaL It would 
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lWl be fitting- for lllc to refer at m1y length to the forthcomi11g clwngc of 

Viceroy, bnt I cannot refrain frnm sayiug that with the departure of Lord 

\Vave!l I shall he losmg a le~Jdcr and a friend, 'vhosc wisdom and COI1rng-e 

during the past year have llclpcrl llle more than I can say. (1!j1fl{a 11 sc) 

\Ve in Ben~·nl lwve special cause to welcome Lore! 1Io1111tbattcn, ~ 1 s the 

lender of thC" .:\I lied Forces who rcpcllccl the enemy thrcnl to this .Province. 

Tt is 190 ycnrs since the East India Compan~· hcenmc the Zcmindn1 
oi the '1\n:nty-four Pnrgmlas. Noll' tl1e wheel is coming fnll circle. In 

sixteen· shori: months British politic:1l power in this gTcal sub-coutincnt 

'rill ~ome to nn enrl. 'l'hc fixing of a (]cfinitc dnte h:ls jolted ns all, Tndia11 s 

nnd British alike, out of our usna] lines of thong"ht. Von, as leaders of 

the Europcan commm1ity in nncl aronnd Calcnth1, should llm];:e yoilr 

fntme plans on tlte definite assumption that hy the miclrllc of 11exi ~lllll· 
111~r. tllcre llllly he 110 British troops l1cre, no British civil servants, 110 
Bnt1sb lio\'NtJOr. Nevcrthelsess, J wholeheartedly endorse His :Jiajcsty':! 
Government's belief cxprc~sed i11 parng"raph 14 of their statement thnt 
"British cotnmcrcinl and ittrlnstrial interests in Tndin can look fonvnn1 
to. a fair field for their cutcrprise 1111cler the nell' conditions." Jt wa~ 
Br~tish el.llerprisc that dC\'Cloped industry in BcnR";l. Yon have bttilt np 
a IC:putatton ~ver lll~my generations for honest business clenling; tlJC ha\1-

ma:-1;: 
1
'1\fnde 111 England" will cnntinne to inspire confidetlcc. Two ccn

tnnc~ of commerce hetween India and tlte United Kingdom have WO\'Cll 

a botH] o_f snch ~trength that it will not easily be loosened. ancl cannot 
be cut Wlth~~~t d1sast:r to JJoth parties. \:Vh8tc\'er the flltmc lllay hold, 
I can~10t be •. Jeve that your difficulties will be a tithe of the d-ifficulties 
cxpet:cnced 111 the early clays of the Company-and I shonld be reluctant 

to tlunk that you fall below your forbears in vision and initiative 

' ~Oil will. have _to stand on yonr own legs, witho11t th~ St!ppo;·t which 
} ou lave :TlJOyed 111 the past.- Ii is true that the safeg"ll~tnls in sections 

IIJ to_~:~_ of the ?overnment of lndin Act, 19,)5, lla\'e SCfl!Telv beell 
brought mto _opera.twn anywhere in India dl1ring the last ten Yca;·s bnt 

:hey h~ve e~Jsted m the backgronnd; their continuance cannot .he c~pcc· 
eeL ~or .\nll you have the privileged position of heavily weightt::d l~epre

:entatwn lil the_ Provincial Legi51atl1re, nor that 1liore subtle form of 
m~u~nce that anses from social lies with the Government. Bnt I do noi 

thmk ~hat any future Governll!ent in this country win be so foolish or 
short~stghtcd .~s to pass mc::sures so discriminatory as to deprive thcnJ~clves 
of tlle goodwin and expencnce on which international tracle rlepcnds I 
nm confident that, provided there is no violent break vot . . ·. 
yoursehres to the ne,v conditions. ' • . t \\'Ill adjust 

( ~' l 
'That proviso britJgs me near the end of what I want to say. trade 

prosperity depends entirely On the maintenance of internal security. The 
lowering of the index of industrial activity in Calcutta since the riots of 

last Angu5t ·is sttfficieut proof of that, if indeed !Jroof is need. of such an 

axiom. Aud here I should like to stress certain passages iu His ].lajesty's 
Government's statement which have received all too little publicity, 'though 
to me they seem the core of t11e prohlt:m. Let me read them to you:-

"It is with great regret. tlwt His 1.fajesty1s Government ilnd that ~here 
arc still Pifferences among Indian parties which arc preventing the Cons
tituent Assembly from functioning as it was illtendcd t~1at it should. It 
is·'of the essence of the plan that the Assembly should be flllly represen~ 
tali\'e. His I\Jajesiy's Government desire to hand over their re:-;ponsibility 
to authorities cstahlish.ed by a conl'Jlitntion approved by an parties in India 
in accordance with the Cnbinct j\Jission's plan. Coutitmed peace and 
s~cnrity are more than ever necessary to-day if the full possibilities of 
econOmic cleveloplllCllt _are to be realized and a higher stand:ud of life 

:d.tai11ed by the lnclinn peor)lc. His Majesiy 1s Govc'rmnent are am::ious to 
hand "over their responSibilities to a Government 'vl1ich, resting on the 

sure foundation of the support of the people, is capable of maintaining 
peace and adminlslCring Iuclia witt~ juStice and efficiency. It .is therefore 

essential that all parties should sink their differences in order that they 
may be ready to shoulder the great responsibilities which will come upon 
them next year." 

It is only in the undesirable event of the parties not si.nking their 
differences in the next few 111011ths, and proceeding to work out a consti

tution on the lines of the Cabi11et Mission's Plan, tho1t the muclJ more 
hazardous alternative will arise of a transfer of power to nn undefined and 
as yet undefinable authority or authorities. 

The position of Bengal will he of special importance in the political, 
developments of the coming year, and Calcutta itself wlll be a focal point 

of interest. One sixth. of the population of India live in this Province, 
and thougl1 Calcutta is the biggest centre of industry in India and a port 
of world-wide importance, the great majority of Beng:dis arc still Cul~iv:t
tors. All c-ommu11itics have in the past 11Clped to build up the present 
fabric of the Province, and all comlntmities should sl1are in her 

future prosperity. 'fhe development of industry unaccomp:mied ,.hY :~ 
parallel development. of agricnltme will b<.:! wasted effort, for therC win 
not be enough food for· the factory workers, 'l'he interests of the twD 

maj~r commU11itfes i11 Bengal are -~o closelY intcnv~wen that they will stnnd 
·or. fall together. · 



1Ni1 ~t· vott nia~· ask, can we tlo to help that COoOpo!ration between Hitt 

·cins and :'11h~slims \\"ithont which a penccfl11 transfer .of power will he well 

nigh im.possible? Yon ·arc .melt o~ infl.tlcncc and I urge you all 

to ···lt~e. that inflnencc \Yitb yom Hi1lcln and fllnslim friends in 
the . criti~al. months-,..-indeed I wonld say rather . the critical weeks 
......:..that lie. ahead, so that theY may come to~ether. Such action ,,·onhl he 
commctHlablc from motiYCS Of mere hnt 1 trnst that you will 

h_c 'pron;pte<i b~· high~r moti\·cs {han that. 1t . . no irlle talk when a 
few days ngo Gene:rnl :\[;m;hnll snid in \VnshiHgton~"r\11 India torn by 

ciYil stdfe c~nill conceivably hccome a source of new international tensions 

iil a wOrld onl~· HO\\' l)egiJllling- to grope ito; way lmck to pence." 

.Yon, ·Gentlemen, sbnrl in a key position. to-clily: ·St'e thnt you use that 

position·\\·isely while yon have time. (_:lpfl/ause) 

]IIR. H. D. CL')!HERR\TCTI: H i·~ my pleas,r.nt priyi\cg-e t1.' propose on 

lleh~lf of ·this Cham.l~er of Commerce a vote of thanks to His Excellency the 
G~yernm· for.his _presence amm!gst ns ancl for his \\·ise words to 11s this 

nfternoon. 

I cnn assme His Excellency, on the Chnmber's he_half, lhnt the 8dvice 
.be-has giwm to \JS to-(lay·will receive onr very close attention. 

' \Vc. are 11ot unmindful of tl1e itmmnernble calls upon our Governor's 
time and sincerel~- amweciate seeing- him with ns. It is not snrprisi11g 
ho\\·ever that ·he is· mwhle to t·em~dil with us wllile we complete om 
deliberations. 

nt om ' 
'Bcngfil · C:hamhc~· meetings. T i'niSt ·therefore ~'on me,' gentle· 

men, if, what I am abont to say might. ap.pear a glimi1se of the· obvious 

but, it ·i_s to ensnre 1hat everyone nnclerslands the drill. \Vhile His Excel
lency \VitlHlraws, this meeti11g will ndj_onrn.·hnt ·only for that purpose antl 
will tall:e up the rest of the l)llsiness on -tl1e President's returtt to the Chair. 

r 110\~;. On belJalf o(th~ BCnial Cknii?er of Conmlerce, tender ·t~ yoti, 
Yom Exc;ellency, mir sincere than'k:i. · 

(His ExccllcnGy .tl1cn 711ifhdrcci! from Uzc nzccliug). 

'£Hk PRESIDE~'!':~· 
Gentlemen, I shall not detain yon much longer 'Members have had in 

th~ir hands,.for some.days, .the Annual.Rep9rt.and. Accounts of the ChaJll· 
ber. The report, as usual, is a factual record of the business dealt with 
during the year and will, I hope, be rtgo.rtlecl as satisfactory. 

As regards 1946 finance, the Licensed l\tensurers Department has· 
emerg-ed \dth a surplus of Rs. u,;.:.n-ro-6 \\'hich reflects n dose adjust

ment of income, and con:~eqnenlly of mt<.;s, to the essential expenditure 
of income, and consC(jucntly of rate,;, to the essential expencli.tnre of the 
Depnrtment consisting mailtly of establishment charges. In_ common 1dth 

ns a11, the Chamber in botl1 it~ Departments. hns had to adjust salnry and 
dearness nllowancc: scales to the: still rising- cost of living. <tnd this, in the 

case: of the Licen~ed :\lea:-:.nre1·s Dcpnrlment, nccessilaterl nn incrcnse from 

7~ to .10% in tl1e snrch:ugc on h%ic rnks \Yith effect from the 1st 'J!ecem

ber 1946. 

The Secrelarinl Department, J01· the first time for sevc:ral_years, hns 
turned onl on the right side \Yith a snrplns of income over expenditure 

amounting to Rs. 53,Gss-r4<? which has gone to Capital AccOunt in par~ 
tial restoration of the inroads on the Chamber's capital mar1e by the suc
cessive deficits of the immcdi11te pa1t. The position is· to that exlenl 
sntisfactory j11st no\Y; hnt I mmt point out that the effect of the 

ndjnstmcnts made in the scnlc:s of salaries nnrl dearness allownnces, lnst 
August and snhseqnentl~·, will be fully nppnrent only during the current 

year so that it "·ill still be neccssury to keep n cnrc:ful W<ltch on the state 
of the: Chamber's finnnces. 

Gentlemen, I now invite members to comment on the report and 

nccounts. or to nddress the m-::ctiJlf!' on nny subjc:cts of interest to the 
mercn11tile connnn11ity. 

There bC'ing no questions 
Resolution I:~ 

conHncnts, the: President then lllO'i'ed 

"That the R.cport he accepted and the Accounts passed." 

l\Ir. ]. R. \Valker 1\LL.A., seconded this resolution which was then 
put to the meeting and canied nn~nimously. 

'l'H!~ PRHSfD~l\'1' :-I now movt: Re;,olution ll :-

That the election hy the Committee of the following Firms and 

Companies he, and is hereby, co~firmed :-

Chamher Members 

Alliance: Assnrance Co. Ltd. 
Boots Pure Drng· Co. (lndial Ud. 

:;. British lnsulate~l Calletlders' Cables Ltd. 
<1· British :i\Ietal Corporation (India) Ltd. 
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5. Century Insurance Co. Ltd. ~ 

6, Eagle Star lnsnranc~ Co. Ltd. 
7· Employers Liability Assurance Corporntion Ltd. 

8. F. & C. O;;ler (Imlia) Ltd. 
9· General Accidcnl Fire K Life :\.ssurancc Cuqmratiou Ltd. 

Greaves Cotlon & Crollllllon Parkinson I,td. 
l r. 1lcrz & l\Ici~elilm (llJ(lia), 
12. Hcrbertsons l,.td. 

r.:;. London 1\ssnnmce Ltd. 

14. Norwich U11ion Fire Insurance Sociely Ltd. 
15. Norwich Union Life Jnsnnmce .Sol'iely. 
16. Oxford University l)rcss. 
17. Pearl Assurance Co, I,td. 

18. Phoenix Assurance Co. Ltd. 
19. Stewart & Co. 

Sun Life Assumnce Co. of Canada. 

2r. The A. P. V. J~nginecring Co. I~td. 

Associate Mcmhcrs 

fllessrs. G. & i\T. Fogt Co. Ltd. 
P. & 0. J,nng. 

J ,arscn & 'l'oubro T.Ld. 

i\lr. G. J. GCJrclncr, seconded this re,.,olution ·which on being pnt to 
the meeting was declared carried UlJallimously, 

TI_r~; l)R"=SIDI\N'r. Gcnlleme11, it falls to me to report to yon :1s follows 
the result of the voting for the election of the Committee of llw Clla:nbc: 
for the ensuing year:-

Pre~idcnt: 

111r. H. D. Cmnberhatch 

Vicc·Jlrcsidcnt: 

:Mr. A. P. Benthall 

Committee Members: 

liir. W. A. Bell; 1\-Ir. H. \V. T. Hain, C. B. I~.; 1\Tr. i\ '1'. Orr D~as, 
M.C.; 1\Tr. A. J. Elkius, C.ll.l\.; 1\Tr. C. \V. l\Jiles, O.l\.1.; ?dr. E. A. 
l)alerson; J\Ir. L. 0. 'J'nshr. 

I I~lttst 01,1 yonr bc1Ht1f thank J\fr. \V. J, Yonuic <md Jvfr C D Smith 
for then- sen!lces as scrutineers of the votin~ papers. This ~s o.nly. one of 
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the many d~.;bts of gratitude we O\\'l' to .i\Jr. Younic who is :unong those' 

who arc leaving t1S for good this year. 'l'o mcnlion but one of his many 
services to the Cllamher, l1c has hcen Chairman of the Income Ta·x Sub~ 
Committee continnottsly since 1939 with one slwrt hreak \\'hen he was 61i 
Jc:a\'e last year-easily a record (Apjllausc). J am snre that members 

generally, who heuefit 1iwtcrially fron1 the adiYilies of this hnrd-worked 
suh-cotnmittec, will wish to join me in conveyi11g th:ml~s to ::\lr. Vonnie 
and om· bcsl wishes lo him for tlte fulnrc. ("'lf!JJ/mrsc) 

'Will the Vice-Preside11t please lliO\'e Hesolution No. Ili? 

?IIR. H. D. -CuMBI.\RJ!:\'l'CII': 

Gentlemen, hdorc proposing the next rcsolntion which stands in mj· 
nmne, may I take the opportnnily so offered to say that I am deeply cous
cious of lhe honour you have conferred upon me in appoinli11g- me your 
l)resiclcnt for the ensning year. 

T mn under no ilhtsion as to the difficn1ties ahead or the responsibil
ities involved hut yon have indeed give me gTent support with the Vicc

Prcsidcllt nnd Committee yon have cleclcd and I for my par·t undertake 
lo give of my best. 

I beg; to tJropose :-

That Messrs LovelocJ{ ~\;: Lewes he and are hereby re·aJJpointed' 
Auditors to the Chamber.at the same remuneration as hcfore. 

'l'hc rcsolntion \\'H~ secoiHlecl by ::\'lr. \:V. :IlL \\lhyte and carried 
mwnimonsly. 

J\TR. 'l'. B. Nll\tl\10: 

J\Jr. Pre:siclcnl :md Gentlemen, 

It- is my plcnsant clt1ty, :111(1 my specinl prh·ilegc, to propose n ,·ot~ 

of thanks to the Vice-President and llleml)crs of tl1e retiring Committee. 

P'ortnn;dcly for yon, Gentlemen, tl1crc is no need for Tile to enlarge 
on the stel'ling work performed by the Vicc-Presillcut and Committee 
during llH::ir exacti11g year of office: o11r dny-to-day experience of their 

activities thronghont the :;·c,u ns well <IS the report \\'hicl1 lws hcen in yom 
l1<11Hls surely proviclc snfficicnl testimony. But, speaking- as one witlmnt 
pcrsonnl cxperietlce of the Commiltee work, T shonld like to say that I 

am fully conscious of the increasing amount of self-sacrificing hard work 
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1~)~~ hn~ been Jl_\;( ill Oil <1\.lr behalf, Clll(] [ fee] 51\l"C 1\"C a]] arc tleep]y appre

CmtJ,I_~e Qf ~he _::;ncrificc ()J lillie <IIH] leisure which indi\'idnnl members of 

th_e Com1111tlce ha\'c hnd to make in our common interests. Espcciallv 

t:ndcr rrescnt dny conc1itioJIS, Il-l len one usmdly seems to ]1avc insufficien-t

tunc to conduct OllC's owu h11s;nc:-:s alTair.", il is asldn,!! 8 g;oorl deal of :t 

b~i~}: .IIWll t~ add to his rc:spmtsihilities hy scrviug- the Chnmhcr, and we 

<1~.~;\ mdccd, cxh~l1Jtel_,. forltlllnlc in h;tdng- lliCll of proved capnC'ity who 
1\Jl]mg-ly come torwnrd nnd slwulrler this acldition:tl burden. 

. -\~oil n·ilJ O~JSCI"VC, CcntlelllclJ, l1ow our Vice-President is 11 ohly step
pmg mto l~1c lHenclJ tn nsst1111c a still gn~atcr n.'Sponsibility. Mr. Cnmhcr

hakh _hm; JUSt told 11: tl1at he is under 110 illnsions :1s to the onerous tnsk 

~;at __ h:,s ahc:Jd of hun, <JJH] whether Ids r~ssntnptinn of the Pn~sidcnt's 
lUll IS a m;dter that calls for our congTali!lalion, or 0111 cmJuniscration 

I wonld.pr~fcr to lean~ to hilll to s:Jy. But l do Sl1f.Q\.'St thnt he iS-~~ 
full:· cl~scn:ll~g- of 0\11' .grat~ful llwoks for lli~ read:> acccpt:tJKe of his ;1e·\~' 
offi.cc-m \1 Inch we \YISh lnm all Stlcccss.-as for his work throHghout the 
pnst year. 

. And noll', rient:emen of the oi11RoiJI_g- Committee, at the etHI of yonr 

alduot~s :-c:ar we ll'lsh to oiTcr lo ~·on SOI11r~ expression of our "'l'rttcftJ! 

:~).l:tCnatwn of_ ~'our ~xccllclll \\'nrk atltl our recog;niliml of the ,.,h,ig-hly 

nenlnHmlleJ lll \l"ll!C:h yon ha\'t; sen·vrl liS tluriug: ~·our term of omc~. 

thml~~r, T therdnrc h<JYC lllttch pl~.;asnre in proposing- tlwt n cordial vote of 

' ~ he 1\C('onlcd to llJe Gclltlcmcn of the ontgoitJg- Commiltee for their 
~llCCe:o~fnl ·l11l1nag-cment of the affnirr, of Lhc Chamber dming the past year. 

(!.out! ajJjJlausr). 

SrR' Jorr~ BmnlEl<: \Vc IJa\'e HCCU!'(]ed <l verv conr' 1 , . . . . . 
to ll1c otttgomg ComnJittce. T wot!]f] now lil·, · . 1'1 \Ole of .\llitllks 

for the retiring President, in pnrlic!l]nr. ,e to p!opo~e a spc:cwl 

1 think T rllll rip;l1t in ::ayiug- lhrl( it is 0\'C. ~ , . .· . 
has been in the chair at Ollr nnntlal lllcc1in s / _.,o; crus smcc n .Pr-csa1ent 

'J'oi\·ncnc]. hr~s atlnincd this distinction In· :;.cs~~. t;~o years 1'1111ll11lg. 1\fr. 

sn_cc.essi\'e ycnr. The c1a~·s of ,-;o ~ce:m;, a~ol lJO c~r'n'g·. to-~1,'~·\' ~or th: sec~n(] 
t1Je \YCekcnd hc~nn at 1 p.m. ~\'ery 'l'hnrs(;H\. \\ C\ Cl ,', \~ ct ~ limes 1,11 wh1cl1 
end .starts n dny before he t\~lirr.:s he _. 1 - · Jf, :rl. 1 owncJHl s week
times. · \\ 1 1 be lncky 111 these very difficult 

T'~v:r~.' Pr~sidenl, I i111ag-ine, as soon ~Is h . . . . 
the (.]Jatr-Js quttc convincecl lhat he has <I task i e h.'Js .llccn _n few weeks Jll 

th~_n· any ·_predecessor hns , . 1 , 1 : 11 flont of lnn1 more (li[ficult 
C\ CJ J<~c . I thwk on this occasion you must 

( >7 )' 

whole-heartedly agree L11ai _Mr. 'l'ownend's experience has home oat that 

conviction. The pnst years' temne of tltc oflice of Prcsitknl must. have 

presented more nnmcrous rmd 111ore difficult problcllls than nny \\'hich pre

vious Comnlitlccs have had to face; and as it devolves 011 the President 

to lead the CommiUcc, we owe 7\·lr. 1'owne11d a very deep debl of gratittHic 

for the care wllich onr interc:-;ts ha\'l! received during the past year. I 

11ow pwpose nnd ask you to snpport a very :;incere vole of th:mks to 

:'1-Tr. 'l'owJlcncl. (AjlfJ/ause) 

THE PR!~SIDJLc'\'1': 1 thank yon, Gcnllcmcn, mosl cordially on hdwlf of 

the outgohlf:r Committee nnd myself. It is, 1 kno\\', n source of satisfac

tion to thcm-ns it is to me-lo receiYe the npprobaHon of onr effort:> 

expressed by J~:Jr. Nimmo ancl Si1· Jollll Bttrclcr. 'fhc Chamber, howcyer, 
is eSSC:lJtially an organisation of collective effort. 'l'hc thmtks that 11avc 

jnst bec11 so generonsly ccmveycd mnst in large measure he passed on

a~ I 110W pass them on-to all who ltavc• lahonred to fmmc and present 

t\Jc Challlber':; opinion; to our hard-working rcpn~sentn\i\•es in the Lcg·is

lahtrcs anc1 in t11c Calcutta Corporation; to ~Ill out· representatives on othc-;· 

public bodies; to onr affili~1ted Associations and, last hut not lc<tsl, to the 

11111llerons Standit1g Committees of lh~ C'hnmhcr \\'110 an_• om nwiosb1~· o1~ 
nll questions o.f a splcialiscd nature. 

For my part, it 1Hts hcc.:n :1 pleasnrc--il also a ro::S]HJI!Sibi\ily-to l1nVt' 

served as your rrcsidenl and 1 shall for long tn·astu·c 1wppy memories of 

tllC help T lH\VC rcceivctl from my collcag·ll(~S an(\ the Stti'port yon hnYe 

all given me during my term of office. (;1 /'J>Iaus!'\ 

There bciJ1g no ft1rtl1er hnsi11ess, t1Je proceedings then tenninnled. 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN 
Sccrc/ai'J' 

H. D. '1'0\VNEND 
l'rcsidcnl 
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NOTE 

It was customary, prior to the year 1Q42, for );he Chamber- to issue a· 
preliminary .Report iri. this form, for _adoption at the A~nUal. Genbral Meetillg 
in 3ccordance with the provisions of the -Chamber's Articles of Association. 
and :_subseqUerit(y to repubiish and· circulate the_ feport as _a hound volum~ 
(Vol.l) _JnciUsive· of the fo~lowlng additional paper$ and ·appendices:~ 

(1) ProceE:dings of the Annual ,Gt'neral Meeting of the Chamber. 
(2) Bengal Cllambei_ of Co~mer~:e :....:.: " 

(u) · .. List of membEJrs of the Chamber 

(b( List of representatives of the Chamber on variolls b?dies. 
(c) Committoos nnd Suli-CommittEles of _the dbamber and_ of rcc<;~gni~cd

A!Isociations. 

(3) (a)- Memorandum and Artie los of Association of_the Chnmbilr 
(b) . RuleH and RegulationS of tho Chambe-r Piovident Fund. 

(4) Tribunal Or Arbitration and SurveY Department:-
{B) Rule>:, 
(b) Scale of Fees. 

(c) List of Arbitrators and Surveyors for- Piece-goods, jute andjuts ~~ 
mannfac'tures, MisCellaneous Goods. 

(5) Com~arat_iv~ statement·" of }Jrh:es of silver: rates 'of exchrtnr:-e: remittances to 
Home Treasury and gold held in European-Banb. 

(6) Index to Chamber _rulings. 
(7) Chamber Ruling-9 Nos. 1 to 15. 
(8) Chamber forms of-Boat Note. · 
{9) Conve~ston of sterling freight into Indian ourre~cy~ 

(10) Conference Bill of Lading. 
(11) Schedule of commission charges 

(12) TonnaEl:o SchedUle and memmrement ruleS for the POrt of Ca-fcutta, 
113} ~otes on tli.o above Schedule. 
(14)_ 'ronnage Sribedulo for Port."of Rango~tl, 
(15) Money, weights and 'measuies.of Ceylon, ch_ina; Indiit etc. 

. ~'hotigh _there _has· b~en an -improvemtint __ rec.ently in -·the paper supply 

pos~tt?n, the Chamber has not found it p'ossible on this occasion· .to revert to 
tho pre.~m~ p~atice refe:re~- to above .. Tlicre'_\vm accordingly this.ycar, -b~ 
no re.~ubhcatt~n. of thts report with the fon~going additional· p~pers and 
app~nd1ces but It 1s-to be noted that;..:.___ . · 

(a) Items {1) and (2) will b~ issued in separate pamphlElt form, 

_(b) Ite~s \3) an_d <4! will be made nvailable to any member requiring arid 
applymg for.copies. 

(c) T~e~~:::~t~;pl~:::~i:.ed .in 'ikni (5) -W~l be __ supplied- to ·any- interested 

(d) I~mt•h(GO} ItO UbS),, wRhich _remuin unchan~ed, riro io u·e found-in Volume'! 
e mm er s eport for 1941. · 

deno~'i,:i~:~ .. t~·::~~:~:s~~ ~ rublioati~n, _this year, .of tho former" Corrospon
• • • 0 umes_ (II and lii) of tho Chri-mber Re ort the 
tssue of whwh was dtscontinued in l940j4l. · p 

D. c. FAIRBAIRN, 

Secretm·u· 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF· COMMERCE 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

FOR THE YEAR 1946 

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com.merco haYe now the 
honoul' to submit to the members of the Chamber their report for tho 
yen,r 1940. 

Committee :-The follo\Ying gentlemen were elected to the 
·committee at tho Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on the 
28th Fcbnlllry 1946. P1·esideut-The Hon'ble Mr. H. D. Townend 
(Messrs. Shaw VVallace & Co.) Vice-Pre.'fident-Mr. H. D. Onmherbat;ch 
(Mes!'lrs. Andre-..v Yulo & Co., Ltd.); Mr. A. P. Benthall (Messrs. Bird & 
Co.); Sir I-Iarry.Burn {Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ltd.); Mr 
A. J. Elkins, C.B.E. (Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) ; Mr. J. 
1\:IcFurlane, M.C. (Messrs. Octavius Steel & Co., Ltd.); Mr. A. 'J'. Orr 
Dea:'s, M.c. (Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.); Mr. P. li'. S. Warren 
(Messrs .• Tessop & Co., Ltd.); Mr. A. C. ·watkins (Chartered Bank of 
India, Australia & China). 

The only chang-e in the pet·sonnel of the Committee which took 
pln,ce during the year was in July when Mr. A. 0. ¥lntkins (Chartered 
Bank of India, Australia & China) resigned his seat owing to his transfer 
from Calcutta and was succeeded by ·Mr. L. 0. Tasker. 

In Jl'e~ruary 1946 the late Sir Renwick Haddow resigned his seat 

Council of Stnte. as the representative of tho Chamber 
on the Council of State owing to ill

health and Mr. H. D. 'l'ownend ('Messrs. ShttW Vhllace & Co.) was 
elected in his place. 

The representatives of the Chamber in the Bengal Lcgis!ative 

The Beng-nl Legislative Assembly. 
Assembly aro :~1\h. D. Gladding, O.I.E., 
(Calcutta Electric Supply CorPoration 

Ld.); Mr. R. Haywood (Messrs. Pigott Chupman & Co.); Mr. H. Howan 
Hodge (Messrs. Orr, Dignam & Co.); Mr. H. A. Luke 0'1-Iessrs. W. 
Haworth & Co.); Mr. A. \V. Taylor, O.n.E., (Messrs. Macneill & Co.)_; 
Mr. J. R. Walker (Messrs. :McLeod & Co., Ld.); Mr. J. H. MEJthold 
(Messrs. J. Thomas & Co.). 



The Indian Mining Association is represented in U10 Bongn.l Logi~. 
lutive Assembly by Mr. R. B. \Vhit.ehou.d (Messrs. Turner M ouison & 
Co., Ltd.), 

The representative!': of t.he fmlict.n Tea Af':sociation nro IvJ r. R. A. H. 
Stevenson (Messrs. 81mw \Vulbco & Oo.l, and Mr. E. E. Corstorphine 
(Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.). 

'£hose of tho Indian Juto Mills Association arc: Mr. D. TJ1glis Duff 
(Messrs. Bal'l'Y & Co.); ltnd 1\h. G. M. Muckinlu.y (Messrs. J11rdine 
Skinner & Co.) 

As hitherto tho European Po.rty in the Bengal Legislature continued 
tho practice of issuing, during the Sessions of the LDgislative Assembl.y 
and Council, IlCriodicrtl reports surveying tl1oir proceedings 11 nd 
deliberutions. 

The representatives of tho Chamber on t1HJ Calcntta Port Oommis-

Cnlcutta Port Commissioners. sionors ot the close of 1946 were:-

. Mr. Neil Brodie C\:fe.ssrs. Gladstone 
Wylhe & Co.) i Mr. I-I. D. CnmlHll·lmtch (Messrs, Andrew Ynle & Co., 
Ltd.): Mr.' A. T. Orr De as ( I\1cHsl's. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.) ; Mr. 
A. J. Elkins (Me.o:srs. Gillanders .1\rlmthnot & Co.) Mr. J. F .. Elton 
(Messrs. Kilburn & Co.) and Mr. J. Morshc:nd (MeRsrs. Turner Morrison 
& Co., Ltd,). 

On the oxp.iry of tho term.'l of office of tho lo.te Sir Remvick Haddow 
(Messrs .. Muckmnon Mo.ckenr.ic & Co.) and Mr. F. 0. Guthrie {MeAsrs 
Ja~es Fm~ay & Co., Ltd.) in Mttrch 194G, Mr. A. '1'. Orr Dea.s, and lvh·: 
No1l Brod10 \VCI'o elected to fill the vncancios In Ap 'l tl · 
of tho term of office of Mr. liV. L. Gordon ~~r whom r~~~~~-I l;le~l~ll'Y 
(Messrs. Macneill & Co.) was nctinr:{, Mr . .r. li', Elton waH clo.cte~l· 1~1' ~n 
Morshead and Mr. H. D. Cumborbiltch have boon re-elected rc, . tl . . 
<~ further ~erm of two yoL~rs, con Y for 

The representatives of tho Chamber on tllo Calcutta J\llunicipul 

Ct>.lcutta Municipnl Corpor<~tion. Corporation are : ~fr. ,J. N. Birch 

(tle:;srs, .l3ahner Lawr' s_,; C ) M 
E. H. Edney (ImpoJ·iul Chomico.l lndn,o:;lrie<: (Ind' ) 1 tdJc c o. ; r. 
Tassio (Messrs. James Finlcty &. Co Ltd m ·' .) ; Mr. C. W. 
(Kilburn & Co.); Mr. A. A w·. IM '' ,) Mr. W. R. Humphrey 

· 180 t Os!lrs. And row Yule & c L I 
Mr. J. N. Smart (Mes.'ns. Landulo & Clark Ltd.), o., td. n.nd 

( 3 ) 

rrho following clmngos Look place during tho year:-

On the resignation of 1Vlr. I-I. li', WhiUwuso (MosFJrs. Gladstone 
\Vyl\io & Oo.) in li'ebruury, Mr. J. N. Smnrt \Yas elected to fill the 
vn.cancy, In March MJ·. E. H. JLrlney t\lld Mr. VV. H. Humphrey woro 
elected to fill the Yn.cancios eaused hy tho resignations of Mr. J. H. 
1fo~hold (Messrs. J. Thomas & Co.) !tnd Mr. C. "vV. Tnssio (MeRsrs. 
James li'inluy & Co., Ltd.) rospectivoly. Mr. J. N. Birch succeeded Mr. 
W. ]i', Dines (Messrs. Turner Morrison & Oo., Ltd.) in .JUno and Mr. 0. 
W. 'l'assi.e 'NUS re~oloctcd in October (;o tmcceod Mr. J·. B. Elias, resigned. 

Mr. W. G. Cross (The Calcutta. Tramways Co., Ltd.) is the re

C(l.lcu!ta Improvements Trust. prosentatiYo of tho Chumbor on the 

Board of rrntstces for the ImproYC· 
ment of Cn.lcuttn.: he succeellcd Mr. ·r. Godley-in July 1g4G when tho 
ln.tter procccclcd on leave. 

The 1'011l'OBentatives of the Chamber on tho Bengal Boiler Commis~ 

Bengal Boiler Commis3ion. 
sion are :-Mr. G. P. Chestnoy ( M ossr:;. 

Burn & Co.), Mr. J·. M. Grant (Clive 
Jut.e Mills) and Mr. W. H. W. Urquhart, A.M.I. Mech. E (Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Lcl.). 

Mr. A. Nicoll (Manager, Union North ,Tuto Mill) and lvlr. R. J. 

Hengal Smt~lte Nuisnnces Comminion. 
Oliver (MosBt·s. Martin & Co.) were 

nominl1tcd ns the repre8entative!'! of 
tho Chn.mber on thiH re-constituted Commission in February. 

On the expiry of the t.orm Clf oflico of Mr. A. T. Orr Deas, M.O. {Messrs. 

Indian Coni Grading Bontd. 
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co,) in 

February, Tvlr. L. P. 8. Bourne of the 
BrtlllC firm was 11ppointed tts the Chamber's repn~scntative on the Indian 
Coal Grading Boa. rd. 

On the retirement of Mr. H., L. Manners (MoB!'rs. James Finla.y & 
Co., Ltd.) from India, Mr. R. R. 

Calcutta Eleclric Supply Corp. 
Consultative Committee. Hogarth of the same firm Wtts nomi

nated to servo as tho reproHenta.tive 
of the Cbamber on the Commi~~oo. 

11.r. G. 'fro.up, A.M.I.E.m. (The CalcuUa Electric Supply Corporntion 
Ltd.) has heen nominated . as ·the 

Thll Eleclric Licensinr: Bonrd, Bengnl. Chamber's roproscnl:tLtive in succession 

to Mr. ,J. W, Church, resi[ined. 
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Mr. F. F. 1L Ferguson (Dunlop Rubber Co. (India) _Ltd.) continued 

Bengal Board of Communications. 
to represen~ the Chamber on this 

Boa. rd. 

Owing to the resignation of Mr. J. W. E. Berry, C.D.K (Mes~r~. 
Kilburn & Co.) iu November, Mr. R. J. 

Calculta Traffic Advi~ory Board. 
L. Oakley of the same firm wets elocted 

to succeed him as the Chamber's reprosen~o.tivc on this Board. 

Mr. A. H. Symc (Messrs. A. M. Mair & Co.) continued to represent 

Indian Central Jute Committee. 
the Cha.mbe1· on this Committco 

throughout the year. 

1h. W. 1iorrison (Ma~ager, Angus Jute -Mill) and Mr. A. Heys 
(Mossl'S. Kettlewell Bullen & Co.) are 

Bengal Textile Institute, Seramporc. 
t.he representatives of the Chamber on 

tho Managing Committee of the Bengal Textile Institute, Seramporc. 

The Chamber's representatives on the Auxiliary Forco Advisory 

The Auxiliary Force Act 1920 : 
Advisory Committee. 

Committee are: 11'Tr. A.J. Elkins, c.B.E., 
(Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) 
and Col. \V. H. Grice (Im11erial Chemi

cal Industries (India) Lei.) who succeeded Sir Bernard Pratt of lhc same 
firm in April on t.ho cxpi1·y of the latter's t.erm of office. 

'fhe President, the Hon'ble Mr. H. D. 'l'ownend, is the repl'f!se.-ntative 

f:~h~:~JR:'::~i~:i.on Committee for (ex-atficio) of the Chamber on this 
Committee. 

Mr. K. R. Fettes, O.A., R.A. (Messrs. Gillandcrs Arbuthnot & Co.) and-

Bengal Assa.m Railway: Local Mr. A. L. Cameron (IVIessrs. Andrew 
Advisory Committee tE B. Zone). Yule & Co ... Ld,) arc the l'epresenta· 

. , tives of the Chamber on this Com-
Imt~ec. The latter succeeded Mr. H. D. Cumberbatch who rcsiO'n-ed in 
Aprrl, and the former took the place of lvh .A J Ell · 0 

proceeded on lmwe. ' · · nns, C.B.E., when he 

The represenkt.tivcs of the Chamber on this Committee !He. Mr K R 

~~:,_~;~;;~Railway: Local Advisory Fettes, O.A,, R.A., (Messrs. Gilla.nd~r~ 
~rbutlmot & Co.) and Mr. J, It C. 

· lrvvlorCIE(M , B . 
Storage & Distributing Co. of India i.a.).' · · ., esst 8 • urma Shell 01l 

~ ., . 
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'.l'hc Hon'ble Mr. H. D. 'l'oWnend {1-1essrs. Shaw VVallacc & Co.) is 
Bengal Nagpur Railway: Local tho representative of t.ho Chamber on 
Advisory Committee. this Committee. 

'l'llEl representatives of the Chamber on the Commercial Panel of tho 
Railway Hates Ad\•isory Committee 

Railway Rates Advisory Committee. 
. are the following: Mr. I. G. Kennedy, 

o.B.E., {Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.) representing the jute trade; 
Mr. R. II. D. Campbe1l (Meson·s. Shaw \Vallace & Co.) ropresonting the 
grain, seod and petroleum tmde; Mr. H. C. Bannerman (Messrs. 
Macneill & Co.) 1·e:rrosenting the tea trade; Mr. D. F. Macmillan 
(Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. Ld.) representing the coal ~rado; and 
Mr. D. G. Sevastopulo (Messrs. Ralli Bros. Ld.) representing general 

trade. 

Sir· John Bm·der (Messrs. Jardi1le Skinner & Co.) and Mr. A. B. 

The Indian Tea Market E"-pansion 
Board. 

Jamieson of the National Bank of 
India Ld. · aro t.he repwsenLativos of 

the Chamber on this Board. 

Mr. D. G. Sova.stopnlo (Messrs. Ralli Bros., Ltd.) and Mr. J'. P. 
Young (1\1essrs. Angelo Bros., Ltd,) 

Indian Lnc Cess Committee. 
are the representatives of the Chamber 

on tho Goveming Body of the Indian Lac Cess Committee. Mr. Young 
rmcceeded Mr. W. F. Dines in May on the latter's resignation. 

Mr •• T. Findlay (Messrs. Bird & Co.) Was l'to-nominnted as the re
presentative of the Chamber on tho 

Cnmpbeli-Hospitnl Yisitins: Committee. re-constituted Campbell Hospital Visit-

ing Committ-ee. 

Tho Chamber's representative on the re-constituted Visiting ·Oont
mHtee of the Medical College Hospitals 

Mcdicnl College HospitftliS Visiting 
Committee. 

is Mr. R. J. R. Davidson of Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Lt.d, 

Mr. ·w. A. Huitt, M.B.E., (Messrs. Mackinnon 1·1ackcnzie & Co,) 
succeeded 1-Ir. F. Monk of the same 

Mayo Hospital: Governing Body.. firm in March as a rcpre~entative of 

the Chamber on tho Governing Body of the Mayo Hospital. The other 
ropresentU.tive is Mr. E. A. Paterson (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.) 

who served throughout the yea1·, 



Mr. G. J. Cutler (Tea 

Ranchi Mental Hospital Board. 

year. 
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Districts Labour Association) continued. to 
sel'Ve as the representative of the 
Chamber on this Board d~u·ing the 

The Chamber's representati\•e on the Committee of the Bengal 

Lady Minto's Indian Nursing Branch of the Lady Minto's Indian 
Association. Nursing Association is Mr. F. C. J. 

Steuart (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.) 

The Chamber nominated in March Mr. Neil Brodie (Messrs. Glad-

Calcuua. Hospital Nunes Institution. stone V'i?yllie & Co.) as its representa-
tive on tho Committee of th · 0 1 tt 

Hospital Nurses Institution in the place of th I t H. e a en a 
Had<low. In addition to a direct nominee of the Cle abe ;Ill' PRe~wick 
The Hon'ble Mr H D To . lam er, Ie res1dent, 
Institute. . . . wnend, Is a member of the Committee of the 

The Hon'ble Mr H D rf ( · 
. . . ownend Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.) tho 

Indian Red Cross SQciety. Presidont, iB the representative ex-

Body of the Bengal Bmnch of theof~.o ofRthdo Cchamber ~n the Managing 
11 Ian e ross Somety. 

The President, The Hon'ble Mr. H D T 
· · ownend (Messrs. Shaw 

Lady Canning Memorial Fund. \:a !lace & Co.) is also the representa-

Committee of Management of thist~~-:~:.x-officio, of the Chamber on the 

1-Ir, J. Morshead (Messr~. 

The Indian Mu~eum, 

the Indbn Museum. 

Tnrnel~ Morrison & Co., Ltd.) was re• 
nommated as the representative of the 
Chamber on the Board of 'l'l'llstees of 

Mr. W. A. Huitt, M a 
, .E. (Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co ) 

Bengal Board of Film Censors. succeeded Mr. F M l ' 
fi . · ou c of the same 

the Chamber on the Board of Fil Crm ln May as the representative of 
m ensors. 

The President, The Hon'ble M H 
Victoria Memorial. ~a~iace. ~- CTow~end (Messrs. Shaw 

d- o,) 18 ex-officio Trustee 
mitteo of the Victoria Memorial an a m~mber of the Executive Com

representmg the Chamber, 
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Mr. W. J. Younie, C. A. (Messrs. Price, V.laterhouse, Peat & Co.) and 

Government Commercial Institute. 
Mr. K. R. Fettes, CA., R.A, (Messrs. 

Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) are the 
representatives of the Chamber on the Goyerning Body of the Govern
mont Commercial Institute. 

Mr. F. VV. A. Carpenter (Messrs. Bird & Co.) is the representative of 

The Calcultr. Tcclmical School. 
the Chamber on t.he Governing Body 
of the Calcutta Technical School. 

The Chamber's representative on this Board is Mr. F. W. A. 

Board o! Apprenticeship Training, Car1lenter of Messrs. Bhd & Co, 

Mr. K. R. Fettes, C.A., R.A. (Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) 

St. Thomas' School. 
represents the Chamber on the Board 
of Governors of St. Thomas' School. 

The President, The Hon'ble Mr. H. D. Townend (Messrs. Shaw 

La Martinicre: Board o! Governors. 

Institution. 

'\Vallace & Co.) is an ex-offlc·io member 

of t.he Board of Governors of this 

Mr. K. R. Fett.es, C. A., R.A., (Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) 

Indian Accountancy Board, 
the nominee Of the Bengal Chamber 

is the represe.ntativa of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of Ind!a on this Board. 

Mr. H. M. Molesworth (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) I,td.) 

Indian Statistical Institute. 
continued to represent the Ohambor 
on the Council of this Institute. 

Mr. A. J. Elkins, C.B.E., (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) and 
Mr. A. W. Taylor, O.B.E. (Messrs. 

District Charitable Society. Macneill & Co.) are the 1·epre.sentativcs 
of the Chamber on the Committee of the District Chari~ablc Society. 

On the resignation of Mr. W. Mcintyre (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) 
in .April, Mr. A. Vl. Ta.ylor of the same 

Government Workhouse Council. firm was nominated to represent the 

Chamber on the Committee of Management of the Government Work~ 

house. 
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Ivir. J. fi'forshead- (l'l'fessr.s. Turner Morrison & Co .. ,- Ltd.) i~ tho 

-EutoPenn Uncmplo.ymentRelid reprosentnti\'e of the Chamber ou this 
Conlmittee. CommUtes, 

The P1·esident, tl~e Hon'ble Mr. H. D. Townend (Mes~rs. Shaw 

Ex-Services Association: Central 
Council. 

\.:Vallnce & Co.) is the representati've 
of the Chamber ex-officio on the Central 
Council of the Ex-Services Association. 

lvh. "\V. J, n. Walke!', C.A., (The Statesman Lt.d.) continuod to SE)l'\'-e 

The Crichton Trust. as the representative of tho Chamber 
on the Crichton Trust throughout the 

Mr. E. Lyne (Mossrs. Hoare Miller & Co., Ltd,) was re-nominttted 

Culcuttn Society for the Prevention as tho l'Opresoutati VO of the Chn mber 
of Cruelty to Animals. on the General Committee of this 

Society for tho year 1946-47. 

1-fr. -L. P. S. Bourne of Mes~l·s. llhckinnon ll'!.ackenzie & Co. repre-

Advisory Pilot Committee. sen ted European Commerce in Calcutt[!. 

194G 'fl on the Advisory Pilot Committee during 
Oon:·mercli:l C~Jan~bor ~Ht.s recently been . advised that in future tho 

. lepiesentabves on the Advlsory· Pilot Committee \Vi!t be 
~ppm~ted by tlte Government of India from a panel of six nrunes to be 
submitted annually ~y the Pott Officer (Pilotage) Calcutta. 

i\fr. P. G. Knott (Mossrs. Mttckinnon 1\.hckenzio & Co.) the nominee 

C:ntral Advisory Committee for of the Benga.\ Chamber is one of 
Lighthouses. the representatives of the Associnted 

Chambers of Commerce· of T I" 
the Cen.tral Advisory Commibtee.for I iO'l t1 nc w. on 
Commerce in Bengal. _J "'

1 lOUses, representing European 

Mr. S.D. Gladstone (M -
os~rs. Ogi!vy, Gi!landers & Co., London) is 

Federati~': of Chn~hers of commerce the representative of tho Chamber 011 
of the Bnt.sh Emp•re. the Execntivo Council of t( F d 

tion. 10 i e era-

The represen(;ativeR of the Chamber on the C . 
omlmtteo of MtLnngc-

Sen~en's Welfnre Association: mcnt of this Association a1• ·-M. 
lndum Senmen's Clinic. P. G. Knott ( r-.-j e • 1 ' 

Mackenzie & Co cs~I·s._ :i\fnckinnon 
Balco~Ibe (Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co. . .) and Mr. L. W. 
lute Sll' H.emvick Haddow and Mr J M ' Ltd.), t.hey succeeded the 

' · orshcad respectively. 

~---· 
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Sir Henry Horsman is the joint representative of the Upper India 
International Fedcrnlion of Master and Bengnl Clw,mber of Commerce 
Cotton Spinner5 nnd Manufacturer5 on the Committee of tho Federation. 
Association. 

Mr. P. F. S. VVarren, A.M.I.C.E., M.I.E.,·(Ind.) (Messrs. Jessop & Co., 

The Board of Scientific and 
Industrial Research. 

Ld.) is the representative · of tho 
Chamber on this Board. 

Dr. V'l. G. Macmillan, B.Sc., Ph. D. (Aber. & Oantab), 1~.0.1., is tho 

Bengt~-1 Board of Scientific Research. 
representative of the Chamber on the 

Bengal Board of Scientific Research. 

The ropresontativo of the Chamber on this Board is Mr. D. I. Duff 

Bcngt~l Electric Power C{mtrol Board. of Messrs. Barry & Co. 

Mr. W. Corsle (Messrs. Lyall Marshall & Co.) is the nominee of 

Bengal Provindnl Sugar Board. the Chamber on this Board. 

Mr. D. Gladding, C. I.E. (Calcutta Electric SupJJly Corporation Ld.) 

Provincial Transport Authorily, 
Bengal. ' 

Continued to serve as the Chamber's 
representative on the Provincial Trans. 
port Authority, Bengal, as provided for 

unde1· the Bengal Motor Vehicles Act, 1939. 

Mr. J. 1?. Baggs (Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) continued 

Rcgioaal Transport Authority. 

out the year. 

to ropresont tho Chamber on tho 
.Regional 'l'rnnSIJOrt Authority through-

Mr. J. B. Elias (Messrs. B .. N. Elias & Co,, Ltd.) represents the 

Jndit~n Central Tobncco Committee. 
Chamber on this Committee. 

In view of the departure on leave of MT. A. J. Elkins (Messrs. 
Gillandcrs, Arbuthnot & Co.) in June, 

~~~~~~l~;~~~~'!.r~~mmittee: Standing Mr. A. L. Cllmeron (Messrs. Andro\Y 
Yule & Co., Ltd.) was nominated to 

~ho Town Planning CommiUtee as well us the Standing Quartering Board. 

Mr. H. C. Bannermn,n (Messrs. Macno'ill & Co.) bocamo tho 

Fuel Oils Advisory Committee. 

corn, resigned. 

Chamber's representative on this Com
mittee1 in "placo of Mr. A. J. Pepper-



( 10 ) 

Mr. J, A.. Murray (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.), the Benga, 

All India Council for Technical 
Education. 

Chamber's nominee, is the representa. 
tive of tho Associated . Chambers of 
Commerce of India on this Council. 

The Bengal Chamber's nominee, Mr. J. Aitken (Messrs. ,Tames 

Coal Control Board. Finlay & Co., Ltd.) is the representu. 
tive of the Associated -chambers of 

Comme:oe of India on tho Coal Control Board. 

Mr. C. E. J. Crawford (Imperial Chemic~l Industries (India) Ltd.) 

Beflgnl Bonrd of Industries. was re~nominated as the Chamber's 

Board of Industries, Bengal. 
-representn.tivo on the re-constituted 

Mr. ,J. Mcintyre (Imperial Chemical IndJ.Istries (India) Ltd.), the 

Imperial Council of Agricultural nominee of the Bengal · Chamber of 
Research. Commerce, was elected in May as 

the representative of tl1e Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of India in place of Mr. H. Scherer~ 

Mr. H, Gibson (Messrs. Burn & Co,, Ltd.) has been recommended 

~~~~\~P~:~:~7T';~};:J~~\ee on the :y the C_hambor to serve as its 
Education in Bengal. eprosentatiYe on the Special Ad\Tisory 

. . CommHtoe for the Development of 
Techmcal Education to be set up by the G overnmcnt of Bengal. 

Mr. Bernard Mathews, F.R.I.B.A, F.S.J., M. & P. I. (Messrs. Ballardie, 

All India Bollrd of Architectural Thompson & Mathews), the nominee 
Studies. of the Bengal Chambm·, is the re-

bers of Commer;:e of India on thisp~::er~t.ntive of the Associated Cham-

Mr. G. J. Gardner (Messrs. Kett~e\Yell Bullen & Co., Ltd.} was re

~ommated as the re})resentative of the 
mterests connected with the Chamber 

Textile Trade Marks Advisory 
Committee. 

on this Committee. 

:Mr. J. Meek of t.he General Ele~tric Co. qndia) Ld. is the repl·esent-

Indian Institute of Science, attve of the Associated Chambers of 
Bange.lore. Indi~ on the Court of the Indian 

hstttute of Science, Banga lore. 

~he report of the Royal Exchange for the 
The Royal Exchange, this l'S}Wrt, year 1946 is appended to 

V'' 
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Arbitrations under the auspices of tho Tribunal of tho Ol~amhel; 

The Chamber Tribunal of Arbilralion, are classed under three headings, jute, 
piece-goods and general. The heading 

"general arbitrations" embraces jute manufactured goods, coal, etc,; 
disputes in which mostly questions of law and custom arc inYolved, 
and all cases in which goods other than jute and piece.goods are con

cerned. 

The total number of arbitratlon c~ses instituted during bhe year 
19j6 was 813 and there were 47 cases pending at the close of the year 
1946. Of these cases, 591 proceodod to award; 51 were ·withdrawn; 
and 218 cases were pending at the close of the year 1946. In one case 
6 awards, in another 3 awards, and in 3 cases 2 awards each were issued 
as the disputes arose fr'om more than one contract. The various classes 
of goods in cases in which awards were issued were represented .as 
follows :-Jute 570; Hessians and Bags 7; Piecegoods 1; and Miscellane
ous 13. The revenue derived by ~he Chamber from Institution fees 
paid by mom bors and non,members, including applications for the issue 
of certified survey reports, referred to in tho following paragraph, 
amounted to Rs. 36,506 as compared with Rs •. 32,266 in the preceding 
yell.r. 

During the yeal' under review 27 survoy applications were received 

Chamber Survey~. 
and 3 applications were pending at 
the close of 1945. '.rheRe were dealt 

wHh under tho rules for surveys which \vere introduced in 1£138. Arising . 
out of these applications 30 certified reports were issued. 'l'he various 
classes of goods were rep1·osented in this total to the following extent
Linseed 7; Hessian Cloth and Bags 19; Tea Chests 1; Rice 1; Cotton 

Yarn l; and Silk Hose 1. 

The report of the Managing Committee of t.he Licensed Moasmcrs 
Department of the Chamber for the 
year ended tho 31st December 1946 Lic~used Measurers Dcparlment. 

will be issued separately. 



-------~--~·---·- ---··--- ' 

( 12 ) 

GENERAL 

The Asso~inted Chambers of Commerce of India : 28th Annual 
~eneral Meetmg:-Decemb~r 1.946 :-Followin·g tho usu<t.l pract.ico His 
Exce!loncy the VIceroy was lllVIted to open the 28th Annual General 
Meetmg of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India but I-I' 
Excellency feeling that. it would be unsugahle for him now 'to make 1: 
speech t.o the Chambers m view of the altered constitutional ci 
t~ncos regrotf~lly had to decline the invitation. To maintain the r~~~~~~ 
hen, the Han ble Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru as hea.d of the Interim 
Government was invited to bo present at tho meeting and to address the 
Chambers. 

Before an exceptionally larg d , 
N h h . e an expectant gatheriiJg Pundit 
C~a~:~be:s'o was_giveu a warm >velcome, O}Jened tho Proceedings of tho 

and .Provii~~aelhl~o~:rn~onc~ayffi l~t~I December 1946. Many CcnGral 

f~voured- the O~ambers on ~~is o oc~l:s:onand other distinguished guests 
tltuent members was very large. and the attendance of cons~ 

The following resolutions-which w . 
at the instance of tho Chan b . 010 severally brought forward 
at the meeting :- 1 ers specified-were unanimously adopted 

I. import Trade Control! Tariff proier:tion.-Madras Chamber of Commerce. 

. This Association draws tho nttontion of the Gov . 
P~hcy w~cre~y protection iH granted -t-o cortain . . ormno~t of In~m to thoir Ilro.sent 
withhold~ng Import li_conoos granted by tho Con:~~~fc:n:;ls Industrws 1?' limiti~tg or 
toco~mends that assistanc£l to indigenous industries s Imports, This Assocwtion 
enqn:ry has been hold by tho Tariff Board and ~auld only bo given nfter an 
and m tho interests of tho _country. such assJStnnc£l found to bo justified 

2. Cost of Living: Prices of essenti'al commodities.-PJt~~J'ab C' ' 
' 1amuer of Commerce. 

While rccoguising the magnitude of . 
obsta~lcs that~tnnd in th() wa~·, this meo. the Problem and the difficulties and 
adoptwn of immndio.to nnd effective ste t:ng recom.U:c!llds to the Government th£l 
~radually to reduce tho prices of nocassitJo. _to t~talnhso nnd, ~o far as ifl possible, 
m the cast of living, s m · e country and chock a further riso 

3. Oommarcial and industrial P 1. 
. o tcy,-Madras Chamber oj Commerce. 

. This ~ssochtion draws the attontion of ih 
luhoront m (il the present Policy ori tho Part o; ;::~~~::~t of India to the dangers 

' Government of imposiog 
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restrictions on corLain forms of industrial oxpausi<'II (ii) the failure of thu Central 
nnd Provincbl Governments to evolve a common policy in commorciUI and iudustriul 
mnttors and (iit") tho hasty and nnwurranted uso of powors under wnr~timo controls. 

4. Dcrcquisitioning.-Bcngal Chamber of Comnw·rce. 

This Association desire;; to impress upon the Government of India tho need for 
acoclc:ratiug (1) the release of premises still under xcquisition and (2) tho settlement 
of outstanding claims in respect of properties proyiously or llOW nndor requisition. 

5, Trade Unions,-Benaal Chamber of Commerce. 

Tho Associated Chambers, while welcoming tho declaration by tho Government 
of India of its programme of labour moasnros of tlm next- five years, considers t1mt 
grea tor Ollllllmsis should be plaocd on the securing from lal.Jour of u much higher 
:;tandard of productivity and responsibility, witho\tt which the n.ntbitious schemes 
now proposed will morel~, mean a disproport-ionate increase in industrial costs with 
consequent adverso effects upon oonsumors in India and tho country's export trade. 

In particular tho Chambers would urge, first, that Government should use their 
influence to itnprovo the standard of trade unions so that they should become Asso
ciations of real tradesmen protecting the interests of their member!> but also ensuring 
that their members are prO}Jer)y qualified in their respective trades tmd prepared to 
giva good work in return for fair wages. Sacondly, the Chambers would urge that 
tho cff~rt-s of Govcrnmont Labour Departments and Concilintion Officers should not 
bo directed, as they so often arc at present, to inducing employers to accopt labour's 
demands without considering whether the demands arc roasonablo or ondeavouring 
to improHs upon workors that they have obligations to discharge to their employers. 

G. The Goal Industry: Indian Coalfields Committce.-Btmgal Chambm· of Commel"ce, 

'£his Association notes with considora!J\o concorn tho prcsont Ullsntisfaetory 
labour position in tho coalfields which is due generally to irresponsible labour agitll
tion and which, if continued, will ha..,·e serious effects upon tho production and the 
cost of coal and, thorofare, on the economy of the country as a whole. The Associn~ 
tlon considers that the rosponsibility for dealing with tho l:lituation is essentially 
that of tho Government of India wbioh should tnke immediate Btops to briug about 
an improvement by moans of a policy which takes into consideration not only claims 
submitted by labour, but ali nspectg of industry. To that end tho Association would 
strongly urge that thoro shonld lw implemented immediately tho recommendation 
0ontained in tho recrmtly published report of the Indian Coalfields Committee that a 
Central D~partment of Fuel and Power should. be established and that this Depart· 
mont should bo tho only Department responsible for nmttors relating to tho coal 

industry, 

7. Sales 'l'ax LrJgislation.-Madras Chamber of Oomuwrcc. 

This Association stresses tho desirability of tho unification of Sa los 'l'ax legisla~ 
tion throughout British India and the Indinn St.ates wherever such taxes aro in 

e:x.istenco. 
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8. Income Tax Appellale Tribu.nal.-Punjab Chamber of Commerct~. 

As the co~ditions whioh previously prevailed !Hl longer oxist, thif; Association 
urgos upon tho Government of India that it restore the Income Tax .A.ppolla~o 
Tribunal Centres to their original localities. 

D. llldian Iwome Tax .Act: Double l1!come Tax Reliej.-Bombay Chambe1· of Commcrca, 

In view of the present unmtisfactory method of taxation of non-rcsidDnts under 
Sections 4 and ·12 of tbo Indian Incomo-ta_x Act, and the complications and delays 
involved in the settlement of Double Income Tax Relief undor Section 4D, this Asso
ciation recommends that tho Government of India f;hould, at the earliest possible 
date, nogotbto with His Mnjosty's Govt~rnmcnt in the United Kingdom and tho 
Govemmcnts of other countries n Convention for the avoidance of Double 1'axation 
on the genera! lines of that uonoludcd in April19·15 botweeu His MajcHt.y's Govem
nH'nt and the Go\'Crnmeut of the United States of America, which will specify the 
income to be taxed by each country and the method of avoiding doublo taxation in 
respect of such income ns is 110t oxcmptf:!d from bx in one country or tho other. 

10. Air mail fucs.-Upper India Chambe1· of Commerce. 

That this AssoCJirrt.ion, haviJJg regard to tho importance to the economio wolfaro 
of the country, moro particularly its industrial and commercial advancement, of tho 
Air Mail Services, now, or likoly to lw, in operation boh•tocn this ;;uid other coun
tries, urges upon tho Government the JH.lctl~sity of an early revision of tho existing 
Air Mail rates with a view to bringing these nearer tho !evols which wore ill opera
tion prior to the war, 

11. Shortcomings o( the Posts & Tclcgmp/w Scr1!iCcs.-Up]Jcr IncUa C'ltamba of 
Commerce. 

This Association invites the attention of Government to (a) tho snrlouH dolny at 
present oxporiOJJOcd in tho tram mission rmd delivery of inlnnd telegrams, including 
oxprcss telegrams, and (b) the almost COlll!Jlctc uscle~snoss of tho Tnmk 'l'olophonc 
Scn•ice from tho }Joint of viow of tho commercial commnnil;y aggrnvntod ],y prioritio!l 
allocated to Government Dep:ntmcnts and Military Officers ·and requests that 
immediate steps should he taken towards effecting all round. itllprovcment in tho 
::lervicos to tho public by_ the Posts and Telegraphs Dupar~ment. 

Tribunal of Arbilration: Arbitration under the Calcutta Baled 
Jute Association Contract Form,-A proposal to amend tho Arbitration 
Clause in the Calcutta Bu.lod Jute AssociE!.tion'~:~ Contru.ct Form so a.s to 
provide for all n.rbihations to be conducted by tho Tribuna.! of Arbitration 
of tho Chamber under its O\Vn Rules, was referred to ~he Ohambor. Tho 
Chamber Committoc agreed thu.t in that event-the decision being one 
for the Calcutta Baled Jute Association to take-Arbitra.tors would be 
selected by tho R~p;istmr in individual cases from the "baled jute
PU?ca bales" secbon of the 'rribunal'f:l panel of arbitrators, compiled 
in accordance with the now procedure, and that every endefwour would 
be made to .ad?pt the Trib~nal procedure and speed of disposal of cases 
to .the 1·e~mrement~ of the trade in tho event of Chamber nrhitra,tion 
bemg dec1ded upon m preference to :privu.to arbitration, 

' . 
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POST-WAR 

Release of Military Personnel: "B" Release Terms.-In View of 
numerous inquiries concorni~1g the terms attaching to '' B" Class 
releases ~he Associated Cho.mbors uf Commerce obttdnod through 
correspondenco nnd intorvie.WH with tho War Department during the 
year clarifications on tho following points :-

(.t) The obligations sought to be imposed upon employers on the 
return to their former employment of '' B" reloa.so per
sonnel ; 

(.8) Loa ve pay in the casB of : 

(a) Personnel released for \Vork of .na.Lional import:ancc prior 
to the 18th June 1945; a.nd 

(b) Personnel released on '' B "release t:erms under Army 
Instruction (India) No. 1051 of tbe 3rd November 1945 
which has retrospective ciTed to the 20th Juno 1945. 

'fhe ou~como of these enquiries was the informa.tion given below by 
the War Dep~rtmont :-

(l) Employers' Obligalions.-'fheso are prescribed in pat•o.graph 8 of 
Army Instruction No, 1051, the· relative portions of which read as 
follows:-

S. The prospeotivo employer must stJbmit along with his application a copy 

of tho contrnct into which it is proposed to enter with tho person or IJOrs~ns. to .~lc 
released, ~hich will contain u provision that, in t~JO event of their cm~tmumg Ill 
his employment for a period beyond tho expiry of six months from theJr date of 
release ho will guarantee to thorn tho followitlB' minimum ~r equivalent benefits 
on their quitting his employment or on boi11g discharged by hun :-

(a\ A lnmp sum payment equivalcmt to two months' pay of tho .ran~ hold.by 
thNn 011 tho day }JrcCJoding thoir release from Army Scr:'ICO wclndwg 
lodging allownnco, marriago/family allowance, separatwn allo~ance, 
Indian Army allowance and Corps pay of which they wore in receipt on 

that dato. 

(1,) Cost of journey for themselves anll their dependants In tho class of ac~om
modation and to 'tho destination to which they wotlld h~wo boon cnt1tle:: 
had they remained in Army Sorvico and been rcloasc.d r.s c~ass ".A 
release~ in duo course. For this purpose tho rank on wluch th1s ontJtle
mont will he based will bo that hold on tho d!lY prior to release under 

this Instructiof\. 
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After careful consideration it was decided to maintain the obligation 
on the ptHt of the employer to pay two months pay as bonus to the 
employee but a time limit of five yetn·s has been fixed. Iri other words 
an employer would have no more obligation of this nature after an 
employee had beon in service with him for five years. 'l'his period would 
count from 1st April 1946 in cases of individuals already released under 
class" B "and from the date of release in cases of future releases under 
class" B ", It should be noted that the limitation to fivo years applies t.o 
the repatriation clause as well as to the bonus clause of paragraph 8 of 
the Army Instructions No. 1051{45. That paragraph >vas amended .by 
the addition of following note after sub-paragraph 8 (b) :-

The obligation of the employer under the nho'!"O two sub-clauses willlUPsc after ha 
h11s kept the employee in his sen•ic£l for a period of five years. In all past cases tho 
period of five years will bo oaleulated from 1st of .April, 1946, and in futuro cases from 
the date of relea~e. 

(2) Lea'))e Pay: (a) Personnel released ptior to 18th June 1941J.
Snch personnel were reloo..sed from Army Service prior to the date which 
has. boen fixed by the "\Var Office and adopted by the Government of 

India as that from which class ' B ' release benefits (including 21 days 
release leave) would be [l..dmissiblo. Those released prior to 18th Juno 
1945 were governed by the provisions of AI (I) 128{43 under \Yhich they 
were entitled to take any balance of >Yar leave due to them at the time 
of their release. The original instructions for release undor class' B' 
were issued in A. I. (I)533{45,>vhich had since been superseded by A. I. 
(!) 1051/45. The intention of para 14 o[ A. !(I) 1051/45 is to bring per
sonnel released for work of national importance prior to the issue of 
A. I. (1)533/45 nuder the provi,ions A. I(!) 1051/45 as regards para 8-13 
but not for pmposes of para 4 which govern release benefits. Para 14 of 
AI (I) 1051/45 doos not ex~end class' B • benefits to .those released pl'ior 
to 18th June 1945. These individuals are entitled only to a gra-nt in 
respect of any overseas service und war gratuity up to the do. to of release 
if otherwise admissible. ' 

The question of release benefits to individuals released prior to 
18th Juno 1945 was carefully considered and it was decided that such 
benefits \VOl'e not admissible. Leave with pay for 21 clays was gl'anted to 
assist the individual dming: t.he resettlement l)eriod to taking up his 
civilian post. 

(b) " B" Releases under A.J.(l) 1051/15.-'rhe chief reason for the 
56 dn.ys leave under elMs' A' was to give tho individual some financial 

s.·-· 
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aSsistance during the period when he was settling down to civil life and 
seeking employinent.. So far as Class 'B' was concerned, employment 
is guaranteed, tho individual is released be foro his tur'r1 and unde1· the 
circumstances the los~ of 35 days pay in his case would be no roal hard
ship. Tho policy was identical to tho..t followed by H. M.G. and Govern
ment of India regretted they were unable to alter it. 

A further polnt elucidated was that of individuals serving a defer
ment period (e.g. past their date for Class 1 A' release) who wore released 
under Class 'B' subsequent to May 1946. Such individuals had their 
delorment cancelled and came under q1ass' A 'release benefits. 

Res~ttlement and' Re-Employment of Ex-Service Personnel and 
Discharged War-Workers.-The Directorate-General of Re-settlement 
o..nd Employment of the Department of Labour, Government of India, 
set up in April an Employment Advisory Committee at Calcutta to be 
attached to the Directorate of Sottlcment and Employment, Bengal 
and Assam, to advise the Regional Director of Re-settlement and 
Employment, in all matteT~ relaUng to the re-settlemen~. employ men~ 
and training (toclmical and vocational) of ox-servicemen and discharged 
war-workers in Bengal. 

'l'ho Chamber when asked t;o appoint a rcpl'esonl;ativ-c oleded M1•. 
K. D. Jalan 011 the recommendation of tho Indian Jute Mills Association, 
engineering interests being separately represented through the Indian 
Engineering Association. Mr. Jalan was later succeeded by Mr. 
D.P. Goenka of .B•lessrs. Ramdutt Ramkisaendass. 

The inaugural meeting of tho Employment Advisory Conimittee 
took place on 30th April 1946 when it was dccideti to form a Sub
Committee for Vocational and Technical Training t.o discuss a scheme 
drawn up by the Gonrnment of India for tho ~echni~a~ t;raini~~. of 
domobilised service pe1·sonncl wi~h t.he object of Cd provtdmg famhtres 
of technical training to suitably qualified demobilised service personnel 
with a view to facilitating their re-settlement in civit life, and (ii) secur
ing an adequate supply of skilled personnel required for post-war 
developm"ent schemes both Government and private. 

The Chamber when asked to appoint a :representath•e to this 
Sub-Committee considered it desirable to enlist the services of some
one with experience of the building or engineering trades since tho 
Snb-Committee >vould be primarily concerned vdth those trades and 
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nOminated Mr. ,V. Todd of Messrs. Mu.ckintosh Burn Ltd. as its 
representative. 

At the meeting of tho Employment Advisory Committee held in 
July discussion took place as to how the Employment Exchanges could 
be made more useful and how tho difficulties with which Ghe Exchanges 
were faced could bo met. It was decided that tho Regional Director 
should meet a snudl Committee of each Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss these matters. Members of the Chamber's Industrial Affairs 
Sub-Committee met the Regional Director on 14th August when 
the Regional Director of Resettlement and Employment, in emphasis
ing the importance of tho orderly u.nd steady re-absorption into 

- civil employment of domobilised Service men, d.ischu.riecl war workers 
and certttin other categories of persons who had rendered approved 
war service, pointed out that the ordinary methods of recruitmenG 
followed by commercial and industrial employers were not generally 
assisting this aim. 

To help tho Regional Director and as a means of fulfilling· the 
pledges of co~oporation given b~T employers, the Chamber suggested to 
members that thoy might (a) in preference to _advertising, place with 
the nearest Employment Exchange some fixed precentage of their 
total requirements for certain specified posts in ardor that ox-Service 
men might havtJ a chance of being put forward for the vacancies, and 
(b) if possible give advance information to tho Employment Exchange on 
thoir probable personnel or labour ro("[uiremen~s for new projects and 
appren~iccsl1ip and training schemes with the percentage of the total 
requirements which they would bo prepared to reserve for ex-Service 
men and discharged war workers. 

, An up-to-date lis~ of tho Employment Exchanges f01• Bengal and 
.Assam was circulated by the Chamber for this purpose. 

Civilian Passages (1) By Sea..-Representatives of the Associated 
Chamhers of Commerce, the European Association tLnd the National 
Service Advism·y Committees attended a meeting at Delhi on the 18tlt 

M~rc:l convened by t.he Government to discuss the working of t.ho 
Prtol'lt;t Passage Scheme. The business dealt 'th 1 · d 
D.s follows:- · Wl can 1e summo.nsc 

(i) Gcncml.-It was stated thnt during tho eight months which 
had elapsed since tho h\st Civil Passage Conference, over 
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10,000 civilio.ns had left India by sen. rmd !lir, a monthly 

average of 1280. 

(d) Soa Passuges Bom·d.-To allocate accommodation between 
civilian and s0rvice personnel according to shipping space 
a Sea Passn.ge::> Board had been set up consisting of 
representatives of the three Services, tho Soa Transport 
Department, the Civil Departments concerned, with ~ non
official who would in futuro circulu.to summanes of 

informu.tion regarding civilian passages. 

(iii) Cal1in Accommdation.-The governing factor in the sbipp.ing 
problem ex India was tho amount of cabin n,cc~mmod~twn, 
particularly the amount of cabin accommodn,blOn smta~le 
for women and children. Accommodation in commormal 
vessels, suitable for either sox, seldom exceeded 2~0 to 3~0 
berths each month, and delegates were askod.to adnse. tho.ll' 
con!';titnents to refrain from prese.ing for . accommodatwn l1l 

such vessels. Considerably larger numbers of bert.hs 
wore usuoJly allo~ted jn Hired Transports. The Director of 
Movements mentioned that. His Majesty's Government had 
been asked to place certain vessel_s having reasonably good 
co. bin accommodation at the disposal of the Government of 

India for' the carriage of civilians from India. 

(iv) Rer)isl?•ation of Famit1:es.-Under t11C revised scheme for the 

1:egistration of families and fiancees desiring passages fr01~ 
thoU. K. to Indio., to como into effect from tbe 1st _Apnl 
1946 rtpplicants would be grouped according to the porwd of 
sopa1ration from the head of the family. rt was expected 
that the old list would be cleared by the end of April, oxcept 

for a few doubtful starters . 

(v) 'l'he KmJ Lrave Scheme.-Tha Conference accepted tho Govern~ 
ment·s proposal to raise tho Key Loavo Sou. quot.~ from 17u 
to 300 a month from May to comprise A and B hsts of 100 
and 200 respectively. It was agrood to base t.he sub-quotas 
on the relative European populations o.s .revo~led by tlw 
Natim1al Service Advisory Committee registra~IOn figures; 
the Civil Pass;o.go Controller would :prepare a draft sch~m~ 
for approval of all concerned. Key J.,eavo Sea ~assago Lt~t.'l 
llp to J\llY 194G havo bean supplied by tho NatlOnal SerVICO. 
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Ad\·isor~r Committoo nnd re~publishcd by thG Chnmbor to 
members. 

(vi) Givll Passage Gou!1·ollcr.-The function of the Civil Passage 
Controller wns to allot priority in nccorrlanco with tho 
Government Schedule and to maintain ll waiting list. 
\Vhon nccommodation hocamo uvailablo the DGputy Civil 
Pnssago Controller (Bombay) would he informed by tho 
shipping agent of th~ 1mmbor of berths rwailablo, \vherol1pon 
the Deputy Cidl P!l[-;srrgc Controller would nominate the 
requisite number of persons from the top of this list to fill 
those berths. The shipping agont WOllld than allot Lerths 
and arrange for pEtss!1ges. It was oxplainorl that the Deputy 
Civil Passage Controller (Bombay) seldom received this 
information more than 14 to 17 day~ in advance: conse
quently it was not possible to give passengers more thuu 
10 to 14 days' notice. In tho case of commercial vessels 
the notico might be oven shorter. 

The only solution to the problem wus of course to provide more 
ship~ing fo: Ind,ia which conld be brought about only through the CLgoncv 
of H1s Mo.]esty s Government nnd not t1w Government of India und 
every approacl~, official and non-official, had· been followed to bring 
~re.ssuro on Hls Majesty's Government to effect the very necessary 
1ehef ~s early as possible, Similar action was taken in respect of tho 
refdtul ch~n of tl~e Key Leave Air Quota consequent upon tho extension 
o 1e au· service to Australia. ~ 

As is known to members, tho responsibility for the allocation of 
sea rm.ssago.s has now been restored to the Sbippinno L· .. 

thr~ugh a Joint P~s~a~e Pool in Bombay. Tho Po~l h~~1~~n~:~·rt:~~:~ 
ho\HVor to fulfil prLontles grantod by t.he Civil P(l,ssago Controllor. 

(2) By Air-(a) Keu Leave Passaacs to tl U 
representations made by the Associat d ·0 h 10 • I'(.-In reply ~o 
against the large reductions in key leu.~'e ah~~~bers of Conun~roe of India 

the Govern.t~ent of India stated that tho re~t~::ngos l~l~dc In Iviay Hl<.tG, 
sudden decision tnkon in London t.o withdraw ons ''Ole the result of u. 
fro~ Indin. The Civil Aviation Department 0 /ho Sunderland Sen'ic~s 
~mvmg appealed to tho Ministry of Civil Avictt·the ?overnmcnt of Inclm 
mcreaso in the essential minimum fiuota of air1011 , 111 tho U. K. for an 
promised that the York Service to India woul~n;;angos for India, were 
then level of two Yorks a week t.o t\ daii, y _be ~t~ppod up from its 

~ ark Smvico by September. 

t -·. 
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Improvement in the situation depondod on how quickly this pr'pgro.mmo 
progrossod. 

'Vhile expressing npprec ittt.ion of the offoJ"ts of the Government of 
India in this direction, tho As!=:ocintod Chambers took tho op}Jortunity 
of (i) omph~sising t.he oxtrome importance, during tho period of post~ 
wa1· reconstruction, of adeqn(lte ui.r truvol ft10ili~ies between India 
and tbe U.K., not only for key lGavo pOt·sonnel, but nlso for busineSRt 
executives travelling on essential bnBinoss under approprio.te priorities, 
nnd (H) pointing out that tho restriction in the accommodation 
available hn-d resulted in many development plt1.ns being holclull. 

Tho Associated Chambers urged that tho Air Priorities Board 
-"honld give non-official claims to priority tho most careful consideration 
and an ndoqnate shnro of tho (Wailablo though restricted nccommodation 
rolativo]y to other claimants, including officinls nnd t;hoso truvelling on 
services duty, 

(b) Procedu-re for Passcnaers awalti110 Passages by R. A. F. Transport 
Command.-'l'he Air Booking Centro, Calcutta, expressed concern at tho 
increasing number of passengers who for various reasons wero having to 
ho offioaded. In reply tho Chnmbor pointed out to tho Air Priorities 
Board that. much of the misundorstanding responsible for the off· loadings 
had been directly attributable to-

(i) tho in:\dequato briofing of passengers by the Air Booking Centre; 

(H) adheronce by the Air Priorities Board, a year after the end of 
tho \Vnr in the Vilest and nine months after tho end of the 
war in tho East, to the inapt system of settling air priorities 
only ono day ·prior to the dopnrture of the plane, thus 
leaving intending passengers ignomnt of whether they 
would bo allowed to travel until tho Jato afternoon of the 
day prio1· to departure ; 

(iii) failuro of the R. A. F. Transport Command to maintain n 
regular schedule ; 

(iv) unnecessarily rigid procedure in such matters as tho payment 
of fares at tho Air Booking Centro. 

The Air Priorities Executive Committee, Calcutta, stated that while 
~he passsengor p1·iority was known thl' clay afiJer receipt of npplict~,tion, 

this information wonlcl bo of no grettt use to tho rmssengor t\S the 
instructions for loading tho aircrnft could not bo isSued until the day 

boforo deptuhuo for vn.rious rensons. 
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A large mrmLor of routes terminnt.ing in Calcutta r:;ot down loads 
for onward carriage such 11s troops and diplomatic mail, vaccine n.nd 
pen_icillin etc. which had oYer-riding priority a.nd had to be cleared 
imtllo'diately on the next available aircraft. 

Vory few of the nircraU which operElted the routes from Calcutta 
wore· based hare, and therefore the opomtion of any day's schedule wns 
in the majori~_Y of cases dependent on tho arrival of t.he aircraft the day 
before. During the monsoon tho operation of exact schedules became 
increasingly difficult. Loading instructions could not ho given thoro
fore until there was at !oust a strong possibility of the aircraft being able 
to depart next day. 

Tho Air Priorities Executive Committee assured the Chamber that 
cancellations and oliloadings wore only made when absolutely essential, 
and asked for nppreciation of tho fact that Transport Command wero 
carrying on the services under serious difficulties caused by the rapid 
contmctions of the R A. F. and the release of trained and experienced 
p·ersonnel. 

(c) P1·iorily Passar;es from the U.K. to India.-The National Servico 
Advisory Committee advised the Chamber that as it had been accepted 
as tho responsibility of tho Committee to recommend priority passages 

~o~. sta~ demobilisod in tho U. K., members need only submit applications 
m d1~phcato certifying that tl1e request was being made in respect of a 
prpvwus employee and. giving the following details:-

(a) mnno and uddross in thoU, K., 

(b) JlO.rty responsible for -the pnymont of passu~e, 

(c) nttmo of n~::cntfl in the U. K,, u11d 

(d) apt}roximate time for which passage \vas required, 

Only under exceptional cil'cumstauccs could air pu.ssa es bo 
r~commended, and_ Lhe Committee had no responsibility for,re~~mnen
dmg }J!iS~UgCS for WlVes and fumiJies · a l" t' f 
continuo to bo made to the .rr "l p ' PP tea tons or the latter should 

.JlVt assage Controller New Delhi, either 
by tho individual concerned or bY the firm. ' 

'l'his Mrangement ha.s now of course been s:uperseded. 

War-time Controls : Import T rnde C t I 
Dr< purl m1mt of Commerce G on ro .-(n) Rl/pl'eswntaf£ons to 

' ovei'1(!1W1!l .of. T/lllin.:-:-Strong prote,<.Jt::l . 

t" 
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were made hy the Clmmber at tho beginning of tho ymu· and al 
intervals throughout the year lo the DopartnJGnt of Commorco of 
the Government of India agaim>t the use of the omorgoncy powers 
of tho import control system t.o afford an indiscriminate protection to 
indigenons industry by a virtual omhargo on the importation of a 
wide range of goods or by the sevoro limitation of tho quantities 
permitted to be imported. In reply the Government of India said that 
with t.he improvement of the shipping position Uwy were considering 
tho question of how far the administntive policy of the Import Trado 
Control could bo modified. 'rhoy ngreod to take tho views of tho 
Chamber into nccount. 

Notwithstanding the lapse of several months since tho fil'st appi'at\ch 
of the Chamber and tho verbal a.ssurancos made by officitds of the Depart
ment of Commerce to reprosenta.tives of the Oho.mber, no chn.nge of any 
consoque!1Ce in the previous ndministrat.ive policy was announced and 
none made itself evident in practice. 'l'he Chamber then wrOto to the 
Department of Commerce, requesting oarly answers to the following 
questions which had already boon put to the Depa.rtment verbally:-

(1) Was Government proparod to give an assurance that it \\~ag 
neither their intention nor their practice to utilise their 
powers under the Defence of India Act and Rules to with
hold licences for the import of goods avnilable from within 
the sterling area for tho purposo of protecting indigenous 
industries? 

(2) \Vn.s Government prepared, befo1·e lllncing !lllY obstacle in 
tho way of the importation of BUch goods, to satisfy them
selves fully that the indigenous indns~ries concerned wore 
in fact producing goods of the required quality in sufliciont 
quantity to meet tho demand u.nd marketing ~hem at a 
1n·ico reasonable to the consumer? 

The Do1mrtmcnt of Commerce replied thut the Government of Inditt 
had curried ont tL comprehensive review of their import policy, with 
special reference to the licensing instructions operati\•o dming the 
shipping period from .July to December 1946. As n result of ,this 
review, [!.large number of articles had been ·transferred to tho Empire 
Open General Licence, while for many otlwrs larger quotas had been 
established than in previous licensing lleriods. It wn.s found neCessary 
in tho case of a. limitod rango of articles to continue tho war-tirno 
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pro.hibition on imports for <L fnrther period, but tho list f ! 
articles would be subject to periodical review in which considoer s;~c l 
~:t~I: a~~ ~~i:t~::haq se1c1on~ o1f the t'.'"o questions posed by tho Cha~l~:~ 

0 ua Y 1 e evant factors. 

(b) 1\leeli11(] with the Director of a I r S . . 
London -Under th . w 7n wn uppllJ Com 1111 sston in 
the 1st ~\me with t~ea~!~ccet:rofoftht~ Ch;n~?er as meeting took place on 
London who was paying a brief vi,;~ n Ian uppl~ Omumission in 

attended by representatives Or the i~~l~~t~i:!cutta. . Tl~e meeting wa~ 
with the Chamber, including the 0 I tt I. 1 AssomatlOns connected 

a cu a mport Trade Association. 

The Director explairied the principal funct' . 
Commission and from thf' diEcussion which ~ons of t.he Indw~ Su]rply 
points emerged :- n.sued tl1e followmg main 

(rr) th~ need for the organised nsscssment of th , 
mdustries in India in order to facilitate an ad: ~~oqulrement: of particular 
on tho part of manufacturers in tl U K q ate prod.uctwn programme 
allocat.ions; te ' 'and the sunctroniug of adequate 

(b) the noed for tho placing of firm orders 'th 
tha U, K, free from doubt us to ~pecifica:ilon mr~nufach.uer~ Ol' expo.rtcrs in 
nccmptablo delivery date and the like; 'P ce, Inihan lmpor~ hccnces, 

(c) tho men.~u~e of assistance which riould ho gh·on bv 
Connmssw~ in London who wottld welcome from • the . Indian St.pp!y 
from bulk ll~!porters mid groups of importers Indu~tn:1!. Associations, 
~wuses parttcnlars of their requirements the fior from mdindunl business 

In .the U.K. and their difficulties whct~er inrJ;l orders p]nccd by them 
shiPment or price-though tho question of ex lOrt he. matter of production, 
easy one; l PriCe control was not an 

(d) in .the case of machine tools for the Ongincotin , . 
:mpro~tlmcnt .in production and fi\'1Jilabilityg ~?dustry, tho progressive 
lmpro~emcnt m tho next six mo tl ·' \IIIh Jlrospects of further 
tools hBing avail;;;bJo from tiw sui:; IS, many types of fir~t class machine 
market; Jlus war stocks now being put on tile 

(e) in tl~e ens~ of tea macl.Jincry' a roasonab!. oa • . . 
difli~ulhes connected with U, K, exporJt lie ~y Poslt!On though with cortaiu 
out 1n this and other cases-much onc~s and-as \YUS now pointed 
respect of India import Iicon mo~c scrwus dimcuJt.;.r and delav in 
requested; ces, mstnnces of which the Dirc.ctor 

lf) in the caso of jute textile machiner . 
delahy being duo mainly to lahour sh:::t·dchrury. gencrnlly not until 19,18 the 
sue as shuttles and boLL· age and tn the case f 

Ills to shortage of tim her; 0 wooden goods 

' ' 
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(g) in the case of collien· plant and eqnlpment, nn p_:dremely difficult position 

at the U.K. end due to the mechanisation of -the industry there, lnlJOur 
shortage in tho foundries, and ths complications of nationalisation-in 
'vhich connsc:tion the Director stres~cd the need for firm orders and 
adequate iJJformation to the Indian Supply Commissi011 · of the Indinn 
industry's requirements backed by evidence of the !os~es in coal production 
mntsed by the delay in the supply of essential machinery; 

(h) lastly, that for individunl iLdtJStries or groups of importers the Indian 
Supply Commission, if s~ppliod with the -requisite particul:ns, would 

investigate delays and difficult~cs in the U.K. and wottld submit progress 

10ports in such oasos. 

Discussion then turned ~o the difficulties created u.t this end by:-

(i} the delay, hoth in Ne\V Delhi and locally, which took place 
in the issue of import licences which was necessary before 
-in most Cftses-manufactnrers in the U.K. wot1ld under· 
take manu[actme n.gn.inst orders and before exporters in 

U.K. could obtain expo1·t allotments; 

(iO the gross n.bnse of the Indian import licensing system to 
block import.s from the U.K. and elsewhere of goods alleged 
to he of indigenous manufacture. 

Inst::mces \Yero quoted of the Complete refusal of impor,t licences for 
-among other commodities-oil engines of the larger types, engine 
spares ; flax canvas hose which was not manuftwtnred at all in India ; 
and hair belting of \Yhich the indigBnous production was negligible in 
relation to requirements. Emphasis wus laid on the following points:-

(a) that this cTiticism of the abuse of the import licensing sysr.em 
was in no W<1Y connected with the entirely separate 
~nestion of the protection of indigenous industry, whether 
by way of protective duties or subsidies as recommendocl by 
the Tariff Board and subsequently decided upon by the 

Government of India-; 

(IJ) that the policy of tho refusal of import licences directly 
hampered the progress of India's industrial development 
and

1 
by ignoring the important fact.ors of qualitative n.nd 

quantitative Supplies nnd price) imposed un unneccssnry 

burden on the consumer l\.t this end ; 

(q) that the present policy conflicted with the objects and 
activities of the Indian S11pply Commission in the U. K. 
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The Director wns"n.sked to tn.ke this matter up strongly with tho 
Government of India,, and, failing tbe completo withdrawal of import 
trade control, the following wero among ·the remedies which it wa.a 
urged should be taken ;-

(1) the imme'diate and wide extenSion of open generallicetwes; 

(2) the revival of the Import Advisory Panels which could assist 

with the technical advioo so necossll.ry to Climinato delays 
in the issue of Iicenoos on the part of the Chief and Deputy 
Import 'l'ntde Controllers and unjustifiable orders prohibit
ing the iSsue o[ licon'oos, due in both cn.ses to inadequate or 
misleading knowledge of the commodity involved ; and 

(3) the delegation to De1mty Controllei·s .at the ports of authority 
to issue import licenses for capital goods up to Rs. llakh 
in value compared ·with Rs. 25,006 as at prosont. 

The Director stated that he would be glad to give a:l possible 
assistance in securing machinery, equipment and other goods from ths 
U. K. and wo'uld welcome enquiries from members of tl1e Ohambe1·. I-Io 
also agreed to take 11:p the Various questions relating to tho import 
licensing sy!ltom with the Government of India n.nd hoped it would bo 
po!'lsible in the near futuro to tnke the necessary steps to ensure speedy 
and j11st disilosn.I of rtpplications for import licences, 

Release of Pr'emises used foi- ·storage of Surplus U.S.A.S S. 
Supplies.-Strong rcpresontatiohs '"~ere re'contly made b'\1 tl10 Chamber 
to Government for the release at tho earliest possible d,ate of requisi
tioned commercial and industrial promises, pn.rticula.rly ju~e presses and 
jt~te mills hoing used for the storage of surplus U.S.A.S.S, supplies. 
The Chamber recommended that the whole question of the di!'lpos[tl of 
~tares and tho release of promises be considered at a high level in order 
to f01·mulate some common policy between the various Government 
Departments involved which would facilitate the necessary clen.rances 
n.s ·soon as possible. 

Post-War Development of the Manufacture of Electrical Machi
nery nn~ Equipment.-In ,Tnly tho Govel'llment of India, Department 
of Planm?g ~nd Devolo11ment, invited the views of the CJ

1
amber on a 

ge~ol'al ,d1rect1ve to Indus~ria.l Panels which was issued with n. question
naue. t.o. all ~t·ms en~a~ed m the mann facture of electrical llJachinery 
and eqmpmont. In this connection tho views were inteiJdcd to be given 
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on the applieaLion of the Directive to tho electrical machinery and 
eQuipment industry. 

The Chamber chose four of the questions in the Cliredive on which 
t.o comment, viz : 

U) whether the indu.stry should bounder Government ownership 
citlwr on grounds of national interest or because privat_e 
capital was unlikely to take it; up, and if ao, whe!.her 1{; 

should be wholly 01\ partly managed by Government? 

(ii) l:he nature of the assistance required from the Government in 
tho form of protective duties, bounties, research grants, 
expert advice, etc. ? 

(iii) 

(iv) 

if the industry wn.s to be under private ownorsl1.ip and 
management, wlmt controls, if any, should be oxorc1sed 1Jy 
Government ? . 

what should he the organisation o[ the di.fforent u.ni~::l o; 
the imlustry, e.y. should there be any industnal assomat10n. 
il'lould a cartel be desirable? i 

and mu.de the following observu.tions to the Government- on them 
respoctivoly :-

(i) 1'he electrical machinery and equiPment industry should 
neither be undor Government ownersh_iP nor p.artly nm· 
wliOlly managed by the Government. Pnvate capital would 
undoubtedly take full interest in the d~vclo.pmont of tho 
electrical industry-; and n higbly techmcal mdustry such 
u.s the electrical industry with a tremendous mnge of 
products, was p;.uticulal'ly unsuitable for Government 
ownership or control. 

(t'i) As a general policy iho .industry should, if econom.ically 
t om 1et-.e wi~h imported products without 

Hound, be able 0 c I . ll types of raw materials 

(ii,:) 

protective duties or bounties, as o. • 
required were indigenous. 

ntrol was nocossary nnd tho indt1sLry 
No Government co . healthy manner undor free 
should bo allowed to grow m a f supply and demand. 
competition, and the _forces ~orit.rolling the quality of 
GovornmOJ!t could assi~t by 
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pro-~ucts by ~he i~suo of standard specifications, adequate 
natwnctl testmg: laboratories, con!;rnl research, etc. " 

(iv) lndust~ial a.ssociatiom: should be encomaged within the 
eloc~ncal_ mdustry as in othor industries ; the existillg 
Engmecrmg Associations could form tho bf'ginning of such 
an associations. 

TAXATION 

Taxation and Expend't -At th tl A . - 1 ure. e Annual General Meetincr of 
.w . ssoctated ~hambers of Commerce held in December 1945 a re:olu

tion In t~w fotlowmg terms was unanimously adopted on tho ro osal of 
the Pun]ab Chamber of Commerce :- p p 

This meeting urges the setting up immedi· t I 
the system ami structure of ta::wtion in ~his coun:r e :'• ~f 11_ comprohcnsive enquiry into 
with referonco to tho Central Govemment, with a ~:~ all Its aspecJt .. s antl more specially 
of such measures of taxation fiB would effective] st~ to the ndopho~ at an early date, 
the ~ountry's ugriculture and industry in harmo Y,. ,:mulate tho rapid deycJoprnent of 

enqmr~> th!s Association urges Government to t:r;; \nth ~ach oth:r ; !md pending this 
expenditure that the excess profits tax and income-~c early .md aottvo steps so to reduce 
from the next financial Year. ax surcharge rates may be lowered 

The text of ~he resolution and of t 
adoption Wei·e in "due course forwar he debate \\:hich preceded its 
De1lartment of the Governm t f I .ded fo:· attentwn to the Finance 
tion to the Budget S J en f o ndw .. who lll their rop]y drew n..tten-
28th February 1946 a~::ect~ o ,th~ !Ion'ble the FilJance Member ~n the 

o , le PlOVIswns of the Indian Finance Act 1946. 

In his speech the Finanoc Momber sa 'd 
up a. Taxation Enquiry Committee in the~ t~at ~18 Proposed (a) to se~ 
extond to the whole field of taxation-C ~~~ future_ whose scope would 
an e~deavour to harmonise Centml a~~tral, P:·o~mcial and Local-in 
expenen.ce had _show~ conflict Ol· overla P;ovm~~al_ taxa~ion where 
spheres , (b) to d1scontmue th P 0 ex1st m then respecti\'e 
after 31st March 1946; and (c~ t~xa~:~ profits tax on earnings arising 

~:~l:uper tax with ~qe basi.c rates CRtir::t:;~: slurcharges on income tax 
xtent of Rs. 12~ crores at th . Jonefit tlw provincesto 

e expense of the Centre 

. The h~'O latter proposals of t.he Finan • 
m the Imhan Finance Act 194G. ce Member \YCl'e given effect 

( 29 ) 

'rhe Budget : Indian Finance and Income Tax (Amendment) A cis, 
1946.-Immediately ·copies became available, ~he Chamber with the 
assisb.nce of tho Income Tax Sub-Committeo exhaustively examined 
the 1946 .Finance Bill and the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1946, 
giving effect to the Finance i\1:omber's Budget proposals fOT the ensuing 
ye:~.r. On the advice of the Sub-Committee, the Chamber took up with 
the Government of India, through the Em·opett.n Group in the Central 
Legislature, a series of pointson which amendments were thought to 
be necessa1·y or clarification desirable. On some of theso points; the 
Chamber's representations r(lsulted in favourable amendments being 
accepted and items of doubtful interpretation being pUt right. 

(r~) Clarification wn.s obi;ained on a number of points connected 
with the additional depreciation grunteJ under clause 3 of the Income 
Tax (Amendment) Bill in respect of buildings and plant. As regards 
colli-ery plant already qualifying for the special depreciation allowance 
of 50% announced in the Central Board of Reveuue'R circular. No. 25 
of 1944, it was ascertained that for income-tax but not for E.P.T. 
purposes, this would be 1·educed to 30% for the ~-ear of installation bu~ 
tlmt the 50% would be allowod for the second year in addition to the 20% 
allowable under section 3(o.)(J) of the Income Tax (Amendment) Act, 

1946. 

(b) The Chamber's attonti011 was drawn ~o the doubt o£ 
in~erprctation experienced by members \vith resultant difficulties 
when o.ssessmcnts were made, owing to the absence of any dofini~ 
t.ion of the word ' 1 Heserves ''in Explanation (a), Po.rt II of the Schedule 
to tho Indian _Fina.nce Act, 1946. The Chamber, visualising further 
di1Dcnlties wlwn mbro assessments for 1946/47 were completed! asked 
the Central Board of Revenue fOl' a clarification as the Chamber consi

(lcred_that an important principle \Vas involved. 

Relevant Explanation (a) roads as follows:-

"'l'ho espression 'capital of the oornrJany' shall be docmod to mean tho ·puid-up 
slmre capital at tho beginning of tho pre•;ious year for the a~sossmont for th~ year 
ending: on tho 31st day of March,l\14.7 (other thnn capitil ontitlcd to a dividend at a 

fixed rato) plus any reserves other than dop:iec:iation reserves ~md reserves for bad or 
doubtful dehts at the same dato as diminished lly tho amount on deposit on the same 
date with the Central Government under Section 10 of the Indian Finance Act, 1942, 

or Section 2 of tho Excess Profits Tax Ordinanoo, l9.f3." 

The Contral Board of Revonuo in reply agreed that reserves for plant 
-renovation (provided no depreciation reserve wus disguised in it), for 
stock adjustment and workman's compensation should be included in 
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the Ca1Jital of the company for the purpose of Super-tax assessment. 1'he 
Cham bor is at present seeking further clarificn,tion as to the posH ion 
of certain other forms of reserve such as Ghat crea~od in ordeJ· to provide 
the funds required fo1· E.P.T. Deposits. 

Excess Profits Tax: Deposits-Refunds.-( a) In roply to a r~quest 
by the Chamber for iJ:dvice on the matter of rGpayment to assessoes 
under Sub-Section 3 of Excess Profits Tax deposits made by them under 
Section 2 of the Excess Profits 'l'ax Ordinance XVI of 1943, it was stated 
by tbo Finance Department of the Govern men{; of India that deposit.s 
made under the provisions of Section 2 of the Excess Profits Tax 
Ordinance, 1943, up to 31st March 1945, would be repaid on 1st; April 
\Yhile any deposits made under those provisions after 31st March, 1945 
would be refunded on the expiration of two Years from the date"'n 
which the deposit was made. This referred to the normal refunds, the 

only exceptions to -..vhich were tho earlier than nor1m~l refunds 
authorised by Rulo 8 of the Excess Profits Tax (Post·VVar Refunds), 
Rules, 1942. 

(b) 'l'here was a further point on which there wn.s some doubt and 
which was referred by the Chamber to tho Government for clarification. 
Under Section 2(1A) of Ordinance No. XVI of 1943 the provisions of 
Section 14A(6) of the Excess Profits '1.\~x Act applied with the effect that 
when a regular nssessmont was mado under Section 14 of tho Act the 
amount of the compulsory deposit payable thereunder was to be reduced 
by the amount determined as payable under the provisional assessment, 
so that the amount which became paynble under the regular assosHment 
was the nett amount. Under Section 2(1) of the Ordinance tho amount 
of the Excess Profits Tax which became lHtyable after regular assess· 
ment under Section 14 of tho Act was only the nett amount and it was 
ap:parontly only in respect of this·nett amoun~ that provision was made 
in sub-section 3 for any refund at all. In othor words, on this reasoning• 
no provision ap~oared to exist for the refund of compulsory deposits 
mado under Sechon 2(1A) of the Ordinance unlos!> they \Yere covered 1Jy 
the previous announcemE~nt of the Central Board of Revenue in rega

1
·d 

to tho refund of voluntary deposits. 

ln reply the Fina~1~e Department. (Central llevenues) stal•od that 
t~e c~rrect legal posttiOn regard in~ deposits made under section 2(1A) 
of Ordtnance XVI of 1943, on the basts Df 1n·ovisional asRessm l'lnt, was. 
that such deposits were to be regarded for tho purpose of refund ns 
prepaid instalments of the total deposit required 011 the basis of the 

t" 
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so. that the date of refund of the ''provisional_" 
regular assessment, db the date of tho final instalment of d~postt 
deposit would be rcg~late . ~Je regulE1r assessment. To try and make 
paid on the complctwn of . . , 1 was given by the lfinance 
the position clear tho followmg examp e 

Departm 6nt :-

'Provisional' deposit Rs. 10,000 paid on 1st November 1944 

Total deposit required on the 
bo.sis of the full o.mo'Unt of 

excess profits tax on regular 
E1Ssessment (made on 15th 

January, 1945) ··· 

Balance deposit. payable 

Which is paid 

Rs. 35,000 

25,000 

{ 
, !5,000 on 1st Feb. 1945 & 

10,000 on 31st March 1945 

'fho Department explained that- . 

DO s to be treated as a deposlt 
(i) tho whole of tho Rs. 35,0 w\945 and the date of its refund 

made by tho 31st March, 
would be counted from thE1t date; 

. . where the ,, provisional" deposit 
(1:-i) in "the exceptwnal case t t 1 doposi~ required on the 

equalled or exceeded ~ho o a t tl e date from which the 
basis of the regular assessmon ' l 1 deposit for the 
"provisional .. deposit ranked as a ret~l: ~:te of t.11e l"egular 
purpose of reflmd, would be taken as l 

assessmont order; and 

. . " sit would itself however carr~y i~terest 
(iii) a ''provunonrtl depo d t i.~ was p[Lid, irrospectwo of 

@ 2% per annum from tho a e . 
tho ·date of refund of such deposit. 

The unurmal ru.'lh at tho Calcutta ~roasury 
Payment of Taxes.~ Jerionced by tho vublic in malong pay-

counters and the dHficultios. OXI of Soc"tion 18A of the Income Tax 
ments caused by the .int.rodu.ctl~nlncmne Tax, Co,lcntta, to eJiga~e tho 
Act, led the Oomnnsswnei roof .J.ndia -in June for tho collection of 
services of tho Reserve Banl'- 000{- and over. While the arrangement 
individual payments ~[ R~· 1, stage and thore were. s:ill matters for 
was still in tho cxpenmental k 1 by th"o COmnnsswner of Income 
EtdjUst.ment t.ho Chamber ,va..s as N 
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Tax to give publicit~ to tho following routine omissions which had 
apparently been caustng inconvenience at the Reserve Bank ; 

Failure: (C!) to dr·aw cheques in favour of ~he Reserve Bank, 

(b) to give on tho challan cheqilo numb~r, date and 
name of bank on which cheque was drawn, 

(c) to insert signat.ure (this objection referred to 

cballam; filled up by the payers, e.(}. in case of 
ded~tction at source under Section 18 of the 
Indian Income 'rax Act by employers or for 
'J)aymcnt under section 18A) ; and 

(d) to show amounts in figLtros and words on n.ll lJarts 
of challans, 

It was pointed out that in the C[Lse of a combi d 1 f 
Tax and s . T . . . ne c 10que ·or Income 

up~I ax when tho mdtvidnal sums wore less than Rs 1000( 
one c.ballan mtght be drawn up for both Income '1' • S · , , , 
showmg them separately in tho same challan a :.x. and uper ~ax 
would correspond to th t 1 . nd ,tvmg a total whtch 

e amoun s 1own ll1 tho cheque. ~ 

Ch Taxation of Commercial Partnerships.-_Etl.rly in the. year the 
a.mbel' was pressed to take up with tho G 

question of somo concession in taxation whicll ~~~7ornment of India t~te 
~tntnerships scope for the ploughing back of } on.ld alloW: conn~erClal 
In conformity with what appeared t~ be tho s~;t~fits m~o tholl' busmesses 
~e~t of India in the case of limited com od !)ol;cy of the Govc_rn· 
thvJdends in o~·der to discourage the dissi pn,:nes, namely of taxmg 
encourage the accretion of adequate reserve~. patwn of profits and to 

The ChamlleJ' obtained an expression of . 
a~ec~etl by this question and in the light of tl vtows. f~·om members 
gtven and the experience in thoU K d . _ 10 llla]onty of opinions 
f,urther. ' ' ecld~d ·not to Pursue the matter 

,j 
!"'- lncome Tax Appellate Tribun~l-At the 

of tho Associated Chambers of C ' Annual General Meeting 
· 1945 u resolution moved b}T tho ~~me~·ce hold on the. lOth December 

R~gistrars for filing of ~pplications nn1;~:rerfat~ . the. effect that (a) local 
Wtth ~he local benches of the Incomo.ta~ cllttatlllg communications 
?StaOltshed, and (U) hhat the decisi f B Appellate 'fl'ibunals be 

, on o enches of tho Tribunal be mado 

t ., ' 
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nV[t.ilable, \Vas again carried unanimously o .. nd ln.ter forwarded to the 
Government of India. for consideration. 

'fllo Government advised the Associated Chambers that while the 
first part of their resolution had been met by the appointment of 
Assistant Registrars to the local .Benches from the 1st April1946, the 
Gcvernment proposed to a.dhe~e to the view that it was neither neces· 
sary nor desirable to publish the decisions of the Tribunal. This matter: 
is still under consideration,by the As~ociated Chambers. 

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act and Rules, 1941 : (a) .List of 
Registeri'd Dealers.-On t.he Chamber's recommendation to the Revenue 
Department of the Government of Be11gal that it would facilitate tho 
enforcement of the Bengal Finance (Srdes Tax) Act. 1941, especially 
amended Rule 27!A., if Section 9 provided for a revised publication of the 
entire list of Registered Dealers arranged u.lpltabetically, the list of 
Registered DealerS \Yas revised and corrected up to 31st March 1945 
and published in an appendix to the Calcutta Gazelle of 18th April, 194.6. 
In addition arrangements wore made to bring out the revised list in 
book form along \Yith a complete reference index, and for the preparation 
of a supplement showing the changes in the list during the year ending 

3M March 1946. 

(b) Surmestions for Improveme11t.-In August the Chamber submitted 
to t.he Government of Bengal for considemtion a number of suggestions 
fot· tho improvement of the working of the Bengal Sales Tax Act and 
Hules, based on the administrative and other difllculties being experi~ 

onced by members in giving effect to the existing provisions of the Act 

a.nd Rules. 

'l'he ex-pcrienco of membors revealed a wide need for amendment of 
the Act and H.ules with the object of collecting what was due and 
avoiding the collection of what was not due. 

Tho Chamber's suggo>1tions are still under consideration by the 

Govemment. 

Protective Duties Act, 1946, and Protective Duties Continuation 
Act, 1946.-Two Bills, complementary to each Other, were introduced 
in the Indian Central Legislature, and both were passed on 18th April 

1945. 

The first was n, Bill to enable through executive action the 
immediate _..imposition, in pmsnance of recommendations made by the 
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Tariff B~[\,rd, of protective Customs dnt.ios on imported goods pend in,. 
the paa,;mg ~f the neoossfl.l'Y !egl.slation. It was considered that post: 
ponomont mtght C[l,nso gru.vo 1njurJ' to tho industrt<l.'J concerned whos~ 
CMWR we~o thon before the T£\riff Boa. rd. 

Tho s~concl \~as more specific in nr~,turo: it sot1ght to extend tho 
do.to to w~uch, d~tros characterised as protective in tho first Schedule 
to the Indto.n 'lat1..ff Act 1934 should have effect and to amend ~he Sugar 

!
Industry (Protoctwu) Act, 1932. Protection in both cases wns extended 
or another year i.e., to 31st March 1D47. · 

No objection to either measure Wafl offorocl by the Chamber. 

T_he Indi~n Stamp Act: Stamp Duty on Policies of Insurance 
covermg Accidents to Passengers travelling by Air.-In Mn.rch tho 
Chum bet· took up with the Government of Bengal the qnestion of tllo 
st~mp dnty 1Jayo.bl.o on instrumentfl of insln·anco ttgn.insl; o,ccidonts to 
p[l,asengor.'l travolhng hy ttir. 

The stamp duty on such a policy is govorned by Al·ticlo 47 of 
Sc~edule_ I of the Stamp Ac~ ·which is . .:o framed in relation to other 
foimB of msuranco n.B to ensme tlmt the amount of stamp 
sha.ll be but a small proportion of the t t l . duty payable 
Schedule itself does t '0 a msuranco premium. Tho 
Avi t· . . n~ ' however, make tLny special provision for 

(tlld atl::nn~ee~s[:I;a~h~~lc~~:n~fp~:icc~::· o~lt'ei:unHJ.~>ly bocau:e _such polichH! 

does provide for a sl,[lmp duty of one [lngna .o J ut.tl:e oxtst!ng schedule 
accident vu.lid for a single journey and the l ~ l~Oltcw~ _covering ru.ilwa.y 
placed before the Government .of Bengal] ~::s:ll \\.hiC~ t~w Chn.rnbor 
schedule, nn,moly l~orticle 470 ( ) d' ,, . lat thts 1tem of the 
valid for a single journe:,r only ",ash::~d n~~ ex~:alnst l'!l~\Wi1y accident 
of insurance against air accident valid for as· ndod. to mcludo policies 
Chamber pointed out to Government that onl~gle Journey only. Tbe 
Personal Accident Policy of Rs. 10,000 (or a sil~le c~st~mary .Avia.t~on 
one day, co.Hying a premium of R. 1 ( 1 g\~ Journey occupymg 
stamp duty of one ann[\. would still bee, in t~: 1101' n~tle), tl.lc appropriate 
of Gt% of tho premium, rolatlve\y lngh propor&ion 

The Chamber recently learned from the Board 
n~ent ~[ Bengn.l, that under a Notification of the of ~e.vonue, Gov-er~
No., ,J-Stamp dated 12th March 1\138, tho Go• .Go\ernnJ~nt of.Indta 
:lrea~~ authorised remission of flO mucfi, if an Hrn.mont of India had 
lll Bntish India unJcr clause (n) of Articl y, of tho duty ch[ll'geablo 

0 47 (c) of Schedule I to tho 

t ., . 
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Indhon Stnmp Act, 18\Hl on policies of. insurance covering accidents to 
passengers travcllit~g by air rrs ex:ccodecl one o.nna in each rupee of the 
amount of premium payable on tho policy. This, it would seem, 

adequately met the point r11ised by the Chamber. 

Indian Oilseeds Committee Act, 1946.-'fhe recommendations of 
the Select Committee on tho Indian Central Oilseeds Committee Bill
that (a) un exciso of ono n.nntL per mn.und on oil leaving the mills and (b) 
nn export levy of two ttnnas per maund onoilsood.<; ox:ported from Briti!:!h 
lndin to destinations outside India, he imposed,-wero adopted and 
embodied in the Indian Central Oilflceds Committee Bill, l!J46. 

This wont further tha.n the orginal proposu.l in the Bill to levy and 
celloct a cess on all oilsoods crnt=~hed in any mill in BrHish India at one 
annrL fler mtLUnd and is in addition to a cess of~% already levied·on 
tariff value on oilsoods ex:portod outside India which i.s recovered for 

agricultural purposes. 

'l'ho Bill became ]l\W (1.8 tho Indian Oilseeds CommHtoe Act, 194G 

with effect from tho 18th April 194G. 

BANKING 

The Banking Companies Bill, 1946.-MemlJers will recall that on 
4th December 1.944 the Chamber issued for opinion copies of the Banking 
Com1mnies Bill1945 and, on tho basis of the replies received, subse
quently prepared and submitted to the Government of Indio. a 

memorandum on tho Bill. 

Dming the 1945 Budget Session of the Con~ral Leg:ialaturo the 1945 
Bill was rerorrcd to a 8elect Committee of the Legislature but lapsed 
bofot·e its con1:1ideration by the Select Committee. lt was reintroduced 
durh1g Lho 1946 Budget Session of the Logistaturo as the Banking 
CompU:nies Bill, 194G. The Iar.ter Bill was based on the 1945 ono .. vith 
corttdn modifio[l,tions ·which had boon accepted by the Government on 
COllsidoration of the opinions and criticisms received in Hl45. 'l'he 194G 
Bill, which was published in Part V of tho G-azeffo of India dttted 23rd 
MEtrch 1946, W£\S referred by Government to a Select Committee who 

commenced their sittings on tho 21st N ovomber. 

'l'he Bill, as reported on n,nd tevised by the SeleCt Commit~oo, us 
now boforo the Central r..;egislatul'c flnd is being cn.refully scrutinised by 

tho Chambol'. 
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The Bankirig Companies (Restriction of Branches) .. 
Chamber gave its support to a Bill to restrict the , .Act, 1946.-The 
of bra_nc!les by Banking Companies entitled the oponu:g and romova\ 
(.Restnctwn of Branches) Bill 1046 1 . Bankmg Companies 
Assembl~ on 22nd November. ' ' w uch was passed in the Central 

. By bringing forward this measure fo. . 
removal of bra-nches by Banking Oom an~e controlhng the opening and 
the speculative activities and dan{)·~·s . s, ~over~ment hc~d in mind 
development of branuhes by c ·t . Eo . lnheJent m tho unrestricted 

OJ am ankmg Companies . 

The Reserve Banlc of lnd. (A . 
Chamber supporLed the R Ia mendment) Act, 1946 -The 
included in the program :sert\: Bank of India, (Amendment) Bili 1946 
when it was passed. me or e last Session of _the Central Ass~mbl; 

An Or:linance promnlgated on the 18th M . . 
banks to rssue promissor t ay 194G made It rllegal for 
expired on tho J 8th N , Y bno es payable to bearer. The Ordinance 
B tl o' am or 1946, and the b" 

a l < of India (Amendment) Bill, 194 - o J8Ct oJ the .Roservo 
permanent footing tho ban on the issue 6 n~w _an Act-was to put on o. 
bearer by incorporating a suit bl of .D~Omtssory notes payable to 
India Act, 1934. a 8 :provtslon in the Reserve Bank ~f 

FINANCE 

lnternational Monetary F d . p 
Chamber's views were sought~; the ~: ~alue of the Rupee.-The 
value of the rupee which the Governmentvelnmont . of India on the par 
to the International Monotary F d . was reqmred to conHmmicate 

un tn terms of the Fund Agreement. 

The Chamber stron 1 
1/6 p~rity which had ov!r~h:e;:~~~:~ed:td that there be no change in the 

varymg economic and war~bime circumst:;:::~·s stood ~he test of widely 

It was, tho Chamber suggested . 
tin~e to arrive at the true value of tl:o v1~2ually it~1possiblo at the present 
owu~g to the continuing restrictions an:ee relatively to other currencies 
and m other countries. But it was o ~·controls on trade both in India 
the probable effec·t on India's-econom p S~tble to forecast in general terms 

of dthebtpre,ent established value ~f o::;'Y appreciation or depreciaoion 
un ou odly have a marked detrimental efflU~oe. 1'he fonnm· would 

oc on the ability of India's 

t -,. 
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deV"eloping e~port trade to com}) eta in world markets n.nd would involve 
a huge loRs to India in the rupee equivalent of the hn·ge sterling balances 
aocumnlated on tho basis of a ls. Gel. exchange during \Vorld ·war II. 
Should India's balance of trade become unfavourable to her for any 
reEl son, these balances would themselves operate as a Powerful factor in 

mo.in~aining the present rupee parity. 

Oomiersely, depreciation of the value of Lhe rupee would do little if 
anything to stimulate India's export trade, which already had 1t world 
market for more than she could spare, and \Vould merely 11lace a serious 
handicap on-the vital programme of reho.bi.litation and industrialisation 
now being embarked upon. Long-term plans had been made and orders 
placed for large-scale imports of machinery a.nd capital g~ods, the rupee 
cost of \Yhich would be proportionately enhanced by any depreciatian of 

the value of the rupoe in terms of sterling or dollars. , 

'l'he Chamber found no justification for, and gra"e dangers in, any 
attempt to make a chango in the present rupee/sterling rate of excha11ge. 
'rlte wider inl;et·ests-of the country as a whole clearly pointed to the 

retention of the ls. Gd. ratio under existing circumstances. 

rrhe Government of India decided in December not to chango the 
par value of the rupee and informed tho Internationall\1onota.ry Fund 
ac-cordingly. The decision -..vas arrived at after taking into consideration 
the relative circumstances and the opinions gathered from throllghou~ 
the country which were overwhelmingly in favour of this course. 

Foreign Exchange Regulation Bill.-A Bill was recently introduced 
in the Central Legislature to regulate certain payments in foreign 
excluinge and securities and the import and export of cUrrency and 
bullion. It is now under ·reference to a Select Committee of the 

Legislature. 

During the war a- system of exchange control was set tip nndel' 
the Defenc~ of India Rules ill order to muke the best use of the limited 
sup1)lies of foreign exchange. 'rhese rules expired on tl1e 30th Septe1r1ber 
Hl46 but were conti.nued for another six months. The shortago of foreign 
exchanO'e however continued and was likely to coiJtinue for some time~ 
Aho I~dia's idherence to the Bretton \Voods organisations required het· 
to take. certain met~sures t.o regulate transactions in foreign exchange in 
order to fulfil her obligations of n.1embership. This Bill gave the Central 
Government powers fo continue to control transactions in foreign ex
change,_ securities and gold. It,-however, contained certain modifications 
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and amendments which expcl'ienco O\ror the p s~ . 
b.e dosira.blo, and was dntfted in !'Uch a. man ~ . six ~,wtrs hnd sho\vn to 
~IOn on foreign exchange tramltLctioits ldn~I that the degree of restric

~xec,nti~e orders in accOl·dance with tl~:~wod: rela~ed or inc~·oased by 
mternatwnal agi·eements. of bade and fma,nce or 

The Bill is·under careful consideration by thn OJ b 
v lam or. 

. The Indian Coinage (Amendmen ) B'll . . . . 
Comage.-Foliowing upon t.be wides . t I . Decimahsatton of the 
~ant scheme for the decimalisation~P~;ad sup~)Ol't given to tho Govern
fur(:her to amend the Indiat 0 . tho comage in .Tu!y 1845 A. Bill 
Legislative Assembly in Fe~~ ~mage ~ct, 1906, wn,s introduced' in tho 

I nn:t~T and cuculated for opinion, 

~.'he ~bjoc~ of Lhe Bill, which 
~onstdoratwn of the detn,ilecl suo- estho Chamber supported subJect to 
mtrodnce a decimal syste . "'lg tlOlls put forward m 1945 Wi~S to 

~~ring ~he ~ntnsition peri~~ \:ll~nace of the present coinage' system. 
cuculatmg Side by side n.nd . both anna and cent coins would b 

it would he necessary ~o lH'O~;:~e~ '.night be ~uotqd in terms. of eithet~ 
cen.ts, As it Wn8 no~ proposed toe i~~u converst~n involving fl'acUons of 

;~~on. than ~ half cent, the Bill, Ill'~\~~:~ con~s of a sn:al!er denomiM 
liei ftactwns to bo made irl l'£H:l for converstons involvin.,. 

:;•arost half cent, and whore the am::c: ~~ •;lY one transaction to tll: 
18 noat·est half cent. below. n rnvo vod WaA u. quarter cant to 

, 1'ho Bill will prolmbly be referred ~ 
~eted and IHI.Ssod during the present B to a Select Committee 01' consiM 

udgot Hession. 

Industrial Finance C , 
hwitod to give n o~porahon Bill, 1946 -TI 
Corporation B' n Dxpresswn o£ views on . lo Chamber wu.s 
Budget Session''\ t~94~ which if:! comiiJg ttp f:;e Ind.nstrird Finance 

o w entrn.l Assembly. oonsrdcration M the 

'l'ho Bill is intended to ostn.bl' I 
. of India for the rmrpose of .· ts l tho Industrial Fin 

readily available to indust:~~~ktng medium llnd long-t:;1Co ~OJ~lorntion 
_circumstances where normal co,~:erns in Briti~:>h India m C.l~dtts morn 
-recourse to cu,pital issue met blm~m~ ltccommodtttion is: Plnhcuiarly in 
established in seve. l ho.ds ls Inlllrncticu,ble '1'1 Inappropriate or 
a share capital of I~ c~untrtcs und in IndirL th~ C ~e -"lrs:mn has boon 
.Central Govm·nment t~· R crores. Tho shares willo~poro.troll will hnvo 

Companies, Invcstt~en~e T:~:rve Bank, Scheduiocl" Ban;c~te!d only by tho 
ts and other like il.nanc,·nan~l In_snrance 

1 lllsbtutions. 

t ., . 
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Thoro will be no privnto holding of r-htu·os. Tho Corporrttion will be 

authorised t.o issue bonds il.nd debenture~ under the ~uaru.ntoe of the 
Central Government and will bo uuthort~ed to make longMtorm loans to 

industrial undortl\kings repo.yt~hlo within a period not exoeedin~ 

~5 yon.rs. 

'.l'he Dill wus in g<moru.l Rti}1]1orted by the Clmmhor. There were 

two points howover which the Ch'umhor asked its reprosentl\tives in the 
Central Legislatme to raise viz (i1 exemption of tho Industrialli'inE1.noe 
Cerpol'ntion from t.nxation and (i:i) the appnnmt exclusion of mines from 
among those to whom loans might be grn,ntcd by the Corporation. 

Proposed Legislation for the Regulation of Stock Exchanges on 
an All-India Basis,-Dr. P. J. Thomas, Economic Advisor to tho 
Government of India, submitted an interim report following ltll enquiry 
into tho \Vorking of stock exchanges, \Vith reference ~o the Governmen~'s 
considel'o.tion of legislation for the regulation of stock exchanges on ['Ln 
.All-India basis. 'fhe repod1 which \YUS considered by the Chamber, on 
Government's invitation for !lnggostions and vie\vs, referred to the 
necessity to cmb unbridled speculation on the stock exchanges with 
its nnsq.tisfuctory repercussion, tmd suggested legislation to promote 

for-

(a) Licensing of stock exchungos and also brokers 1111d firms 

who op,erate outside tho stock exchanges~ 

(b) Prescribing of tt margino.1 system of tr11ding, i.e. all 
dealings to be on the basis of v.. J'ertsonablc proportion of 
the value of shares being deposited with the stock 

exchu.nges; and, 

• (c) Li:nitlng tflo life of blank transfers to three mont,hs. 

Dr. Thomlts would also like {d) tho loan value of secmities to be 
fixed so Lhat credit facilities for speculation might be curtailed ; (e) 
the institution of a tul·n over _t,nx bnsell on the volume of h·ado ; and 
(f) to limit bho number of competing stock exchanges in the same city 

or town to one. 

The Chamber obsorved that while it wns of the 011inion that tho 
llnlos and Bye-Laws of stock Exchanges in tho conntry should be 
subject to tlw approval of tho Contra! Government, it did not at 11resent 
favour the llrinciplo of in:;titnting comprGhensivo legislation for the 
regulation of tl1e Stock Exchanges on an All-India. bu.sis, believing tho,.t 
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the tr~e function of Government was to assist tbe present controlling 
Comnnttees. of the Bombay, Calcutta and Madras Stock Exchanges to 
enforce thell' rules rather than to impose upon them rigid rules of 
conduct and procedure which, while suit.able for one City · 1 t b 
quite unsuitable for another. ' mig 1 

O 

:he ~harnbor's view waR that a Stock Exchange should be a free 
market fot tho sale and purchase of stocks and shares and Government 
loans, where th.e public were encoUI'aged to subscribe to Government 
Loans and provlde freslJ capital for industrial development and ld 
turn. over their holdings at any time they might please.' Any~~~~ 
tendmg to dotmct from the freedom or resiliency of this fun f ldg 
be deprecated by Lhe Chamber, c lOU wou 

It 'i\·as the duty of the Governing Bodies of St. k- E I 
that speculation did not become OYel·-spcCnla~i oc .!..X? umges to seo 
suggested t.hat this could bo clone by strict 1 on and. Lhe Chamber 
a·nd by rigid enforcement of such rules Ge r~ l~s reg~nlmg deliveries, 
framed on the principle that all purch.ases ni::stybesuc . l'Ule~ should be 
~elivered through a recognised Cleating Honse a paid for~~ cash or 

Forward Dealings" and ,, D r t stated mtervals. 
barred by the l'llles of all ~t :a ~ng~ on Ma~·gin, should be rigidly 
for members who were guil~ ocf. ~~c mnges ·wtth very heavy penaltLes 

l·Y o m nngements. 

Licensi11g of Stock Exchanges -The Ch b 
proposal to allow only one Stock E · h . am er agreed with the 
Exchanges should be licensed by ~o:e:~:u tn any one City, tha~ Stock 
t.~at no Street or unofficial Markets sho:l:t, ba_nd suggested further 
Clrcumstancos. lt was also felt that a great dea e allowed under any 
oYer-speculation by laying do 1 1 

1 could be done to curb 
Stock Exchanges a~COl·ding to lwn l c ea~·Y· the hours of denJing on 
by Govemment Lo ensure that ru~:a cotl~·thon~, with strict supervision 

s on ts subJect were obeyed. 

]lfmw'nal Syfltem of T1·ading.-0 th . 
raised by Dr. Thoma~ of the p 'bl n . ~ question which had been 
Members of Stock Exchanges bei~:s1 . 0 ~ns;stonco b~T Goyernment on 
EXchanges a reasonable proport.ionreim~~c to deposit with the Stock 
the Chamber believed that such a step 0 • 11° value of their dealin'"'s w ou c tend t . o ' 

broker at tho expense of tho larger dealer, and for 0 tD~nahse the small 
favour the proposal. At the present timo every Me h1,8 reason did not 
St.ock Exchange-and the Chamber underst d thmbei of the Calcutta 
C£1.58 in Bombay-must own a share in the St 00 k E at the same was the 
This share, which was at present worth oc 1 x:chango Association. 

over Rs. 2 lacs~ acted a::J 
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security for the broker concerned1 in that the Stock ExchaiJge Committee 
pos!leS!=ied a first lien on this share in the eYent of a, Membor being found 
to be unable to meet hts commitments, This constituted in the 
Ohamb{;lr's view o,n &dequn.tl.'l safeguard against default, 

Limltation of Life of Blank Tr·ansje1· to Three 1t{onths.-The 
Chamber did not think that this pt·oposal was practicable without a 
...-ory severe curtailment in the volume of genuine business which took 
place on Stock Markets. The financing of genuine Stock Exchange 
transactions by Banks must inevitably, if such a rule \Yore enforced, be 
seriously rech1cod by reason of tho additional amount of work involved. 
During tho pMt few years practically all Companies had adopted the 
practice of paying dividends only to registered shareholders as opposed 
to the procedure which hitherto prevailed of paying out on applicatiori 
by holder!'l ol shares on blank trans[el'S, It therefore followed. that most 
transfer deeds were registered within a reasonable time to enable ~he 
buyer to obtain the half-yearly divide.nd. 

Fixation of Loan Value of Secul'ilies.-1t was felt that. the 
l'Ccommendation which Dr. Thomas had made in his Interim Report 
regarding the fixing of the loan value of SecuriUes for the purposes of 
advf!nces by Banks and othe1· Institutions was not one which could be 
carried out in practice. Sound Banks dirl not finance speculations. 
The fina11cial standing of tho borrower must, in the Chamber's Yiewl 
be tho determining fact.or in caseR where Banks were asked fo1· such 
cr~dit facilites i and any attempt to fix rigidly the bash; of secm·ity for 
Buch loans would be an unwise interference wit.h one of the main 

functions of every Bn.nking Inst.itution. 

'Tunl Over Tax.-Tbe collection of a turnover tax, based on the 
volume of business which took place on Stock E:x:cha.nges would, the 
Chamber was infonned, prove o:x:tremely difficult in praotice. There 
was no check at present on tl1e number of dealings which took place, 
for instance, on the Calcutta Stock Exchange. Vilore an attempt· made 
to levy a tax on each tr~nsaction, business would be driven into other 
~hannels, i.e., unofficial and black murkets, contrary to the interests 

bo~h of Governrnent and of the investing public. 

GENERAL LEGISLATION 
Indian Companies (Amendment) Act 1946.-Sub-section (2) of 

Section 282B of the Indian Companies Act 1913, which decreed that 
{i) monies in a provident fund constituted by a company for its em-
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ployoes should 'either he invested in trust secmities . . . . 
Post Office Savings Bank and (ii) n,n ~" . Ol deposited 111 a. 
Savings Bank should not exceed Ro: ~Oo~~ll momes kep~ in u Post Offi.Cle 
Companies (Amendment) Act 1946 ~· ff -, was. amended by the Indian 
dent fund by rr\lowing whcro o a ord greater liquidity to a provi~ 
deposit inn scheduled bank. necessar~r }lart of its funds beiiJg kept in 

The Chamber saw no objection to tl. 
l'emove a possible disn.bility in th . llA measure which sought to 
on the 18th April 1946. e existing Act and which became law 

Proposed Legislation for the Com 1 • 
Names.-The views of the Oh b pu sory Registration of Business 
of India on a proposal for ;·;n e\·were invif;ed by the Governmont 

com pulsar! regi.!ltration of busine:sm~~n~ _Iegislf\.tion to provide for the 
U, K. Registmtlon of B\Isino"-s Na. Am r;_geuerally on the lines of tho 

~, · mes ct, 1916. 

. According to the· U. K. Act all 
busi?ess are required to register the' b fi~:ns and persons carrying,on 

r;:ti~ulars, unless the business is ~:n~~:~leBs ~ames and· furnish other 
p P~Ietors. Changes in the ow on In the true names Of the 
req~Ired to be int-imated, and eve ~or~ ~n~ names of firms are also 

. registered under the A.ct hafl to ext!b:;dividual and firm requh·ed to be 
~r p~rtner on busineRs letters tm;l ~- the true names of the proprietor 
~~ctwn 8 of the Act, the disabil~ ctrcfulars,_ catalogues, etc. Under 

oy cannot _enforce by legal aoti l y o . pe:·sons in default is that 
contract connoded with th~ir busine:~e:.helr rights arising out of any 

The Chamber in reply t 
tion provided it was based a: a ted that 1t was m favour of such . 
Government Act and the experience of the aones legisla
companies. ' as m the ca,se of tbat Act, did ponding U.K. 

not affoct hmtted 

Ownership of Shares.-.A . 
Chambers of Commerce, a s the subJect seemed of special . . . . 
Shares Admitted-Brokers' ~opy of_ the report entitled" Owmt~re~t to 
tlle Times of India on 1 ppeal m High Court" whi neishtp ~f 
Bombay Chamber of C lth Mm·ch was sent to tho C ch appe~red m 

ommerce for information hambor by the · 

Briefly the fac.ts of tl . 
Je case w·ore as follows ·-

The plaintiff had PUrohu~cd an . , 
sharEl-oertificatos with the relative d pard hr certain shares, obtaini , . 
were the rogiste>red holders of th transfer forms dulr signed I . th ng de!tvery of the 
clgall-itlc to tho shares re . ese shares, The plai.utiiT <::ont ):\' e defendants who 

mauled in tho dofeud[lnts, be was tho::~:~ ~hat ·althougil tho 
• • Cl!aJ ownCJr thereof 

~---· 
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and as such wa.~ entitled to call up01i tho defendants to v-ote at the annual gtmcrnl 
meeting of the company in accordance with his wishes, 'J'ho defendants having refu;;ed 
to do so, tho plaintiff took out tho notices of rno~ion for a mandatory injunction against 
~he defendants ordering them to attend tho meeting in aCconlan~e with the plaintiff's 
wishes or in tho RHcr.nativ-e, to sign proxies in his favour. 

In appeal their Lordships held that in law it was cloEir that tho production of a 
share cortH'icmto with tt blank transfer form was sufficient to create an <:quitable 
mo:tgago of tho share anrl that if so thoro was no reason to doubt that such production 
made the holder tho benofioiUl owner of the shal'o. -

Their Lordships, therefore hold tbnt, having regartl to the facts in this pnrtioular 
caso, tho production of tho sharo certificates anQ tho roltttive transfer forms wns 

sufficient to establish the plainti['s title as the beneficial o\vnor. Their Lordships 
therefore issued a mandatory injunction. agllinst the defendants and ordered them to 

sign proxios in fav-our of the plaintiff. 

'!'he Chamber after ~a king legal opinion held the view that the issue 
of importance lay in whether tho Bombay Judgment in any \YaY 
prejudiced the sanctitr of the current practice that a Company recogni
sed only those shareholders whose names appeared on the share register 
of the Company as the.registered holders of shares. Tbe blank system. 
sorved a useful pm·pose and any interference with it might have unfor
tunate results. What was required was an examination of the effects 
of t_he Bombay judgment [rom the point of view of Company practice. 

'J.Ihe Chamber placed the matter before the Associated Chambers 
recommending that J;he Association should refer .the position to tile 
Government of India, possibly after consuHation with the Reserve Bank 

·of India, and it is tinderstood that the Associated Chambers are 

considering the adoption of this course of action. 

Registration of Companies formerly incorporated in Burma and 
Hongkong (Registration of Transferred Companies Ordinance 1942).-
0ortn.in companies formerly regis~erod in Burma or Hongkong, which 
in accordance with the provisions of the Registration of Transferred 
Compo.ni.es Ordinance 1942 registered in India. at the outbreak of war 
with Ja'\}an, found that there was no machinery in India for doregistra
t.ion to allow tlwm to resume their registration in Burma or Hongkong. 
Appeal was made to the Chamber to make representations to the 
Government of Inclia to institute some measure which would facilitate 
de registration without fo'rcing voluntary- liquidation on the companies, 
The Chamber suggested to the Government a procedure similar to that 
being used in England and Scotland whereby companies transferred 
from the Channel Tslo.nds, Burma and tho Colonies during the emergency 

period were repu.t.riated by means of Orders in Council. 
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It was largely at the instance of 
~mend the Registration of Transfer the Ch.amber, tbat o. Bill t.o 
lhtroduced to the Cent· I L , red Oompames Ordma?ce 1942 was 
b , lU. egtslaturo durino- t! 

ecornmg the Registrat-ion of Transfei·red o .le autumn session, 
1946, with effect from 22nd December 1946. Compames (Amendment) Act, 

Electricity (Supply) Bill 1946 _ . 
(Supp~y} Bill, 1941'1, for the rationalisa.tio~ oFBlll entitle~ tho Electricity 
electnClty and generally fo. t k. - tbo pJ·oduc~IOn and supply of 
development of India wa" ~n:roi;g ~1e.asnres conducive to the electrical 
during the 1946 Budget se;s. . ~ce. m the Indian Central Legistature 

. IOn an ctrcula.ted for further 0pinion. 

The purposo of the Bill · t ' 
legislative power to control ~~le oes~ecu_re for the Centre tho necef'.sary 
operation of existing systems d .r abh;hment of new systems and the 
ensuring that theJ·e is intor-~OJ ea !Il~ \VI.th the problem regionally, and 
the regions. nmumcahon and co-ordination bebveen 

T~e Bill was referred b t 
Committee, and followin<r a se/ h~ Ch~mber to its Electricity Snb
a .Memorandum of views"'a~d les o :neetmgs the Sub~Committee. draft d 
Btll , h · h ft suggestions on tl · 1 

8 

b' :v IC a ·er approval and accGpt;a b liS engthy and complicated 
s~ rmtted in December to tho Centr ~c~ Y the Chamber Committee, was 
~ Bengal for their consideration a C ~vernment and the G.ovSrnment 
Issued to all members of the ChaU:bor op~es o.f the Memorandum \Vere 

WICh Ouculnr No. 203 of 1946 

, The Essential Supplies {T em ~ . . 
~::~spect of certain ossent.ial comm~~t~~:: Powers) Act, 1946.-Controls 

. hles, paper, petJ·olcum and petrol (foodstufffl, cotton and woollen 
meally propelled vehicles co l . eum products, spare pai'ts of n h 
beyond the first d ' a' tmn and steel and · lee a
(Tempora . ay of October, 194G, throu h mtca) were continued 
th ry Powers) Ordinance, 1946. 0 .g ~he Essentjal Supplies 
th:so pow! ers available even if it did Ol\o;ldermg it desiral)le to ho.\·o 
, m an{ to convert t1 0 d no become n 
the Essen~ial S . te r ina nee into an Act ecessary to use 

Legislature duri~~P~~~: ~~~mporary _Powers) Bil!~~~~1~IH~ent introduced 
. umn SossJon of 1946 o the Central 

~he .Chamber· while not opposin , 
of PI essmg for the reli . . g the I~)easuro to 1 
possible where a satie~:~tshmg of control of as ma~t (the Ol)llo~·!;.unit.)f 
favour of de-control. tory case could be Csta1J;i~<h:d commodtttes as 

· by tho trade in 

The Trade Marks Act jg . 
~he agitation by the A .' 40.-Mcmberg wonld t 

ssoctated ChA..mhers of Commo~:eeo~bat, ~ollowlng 
[ndm during 
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1944 and 1945, a Bill fu1·ther to amend the Trade Marks Act 1940 was 
introducerl in tl1e Central Legislative Assembly on the 28th February 
1946 and passed into law on the 18th April, 194G (see Act No. XII 1946, 

ln the Guzelle of India, 27th April l94G). 

The Bill, considered by the Chamber to be a very satisfactm·y. 
measure, was designed with a view to avoiding collflicts of registration 
in various Indian States and also to ·m.ake trade ma1·ks registered in any 
territory effective in all territories in India in -which trade marks 
legislation had been enacted. Provision was also made for the 
delegation of the statl1tory powers of the Registrar of Trade Marks to 

other officers in addition to the Deputy Registrar. 

Draft -Rules were ]mblished in the Gazette of India Extraordinary 
of 2nd September 1946 for reciprocal arrangements on trade marks 

between British India and the Indian States. 

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 1946.-A Bill further to 
amend the Motor Vehicles Ad, 1939, was introtluced hy the Indian 
Uen~ral Legislature and was referred by them to a Select Committee to 
meet at Simla out of session. The vie\vs of the Chamber on the Bill 

were requested. 

'l'hc Bill sought· to remedy certain defects disclosed in tho operation 
of the original Act, to modify it to meet the change from the era cif the 
small owner of transpor~ vehicles to an era of organised compu.nies, and 
to give effect to the policy a·grced by the Central and Provincial Govern
-:r.ents for the boLter co-ordination of land transport genoral!'y and of 
road and rail transport in 11articular. The Bill in no way attempted to 
circumvent the decisions of the Assembly in t,he matteT of pMticipation 

of the Railways in road transport companies. 

'fhe Chamber generallY supported the broad princilJles behind the 
Bill bu~ put forward certain detailed observations after consultatiOn 
with the Indian_ Roads and Tmnsport DeveloiHllent Asso.ciation and 
tho Chambers rop1·esenta~ive on the Provincial Transport Authorit-y, 
Bengal. The Bill was in due course passed by the Central Legislature. 

Draft Motor Vehicles _(Second Amendment) Bill, 1946.-It was 
not found possible in the Mo~or Vehic1os (Amendment) Bill, 1946, which 
came into forco on 1st ,Tuly 1946 to make provision for reciprocity with 
the Indian States in the matter of insurance of motor vehicles, a defect 
in Chapte

1
· VlH of the Motor Vehicles A.d, 1939, which assumed greater 

importance 011 a.ccount of the intention expressed by more than forty 

States to enact; po.ralle~ logislat.ion. 
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. ~Vithout a scheme of reciprocit-y inHurers would be u . 
pohcws valid for the whole of India and persons own in ~able to IS~ue 
wo~ld find it necossary to obtain a fresh l'lOlicy for m~ notor vehicles· 
torJes tb_ey \Vishcd to traverse. 'I' he Motor Vehicles lY of the terri
me~t) Bill, 1946, was drnfted to overcome this diffic (Second Amend
India \Vas. concerned A copy of 't ulty so far as British 
observations. ' 1 was sent to the OlJamber for 

The Chamber informed Government tl t . 
A suggestion was made however for inc01· la .rt ~pp~·o.ved. of, the Bill. 
me~t to Sub-Section (3) of Sccti·m95 of poratmg.tn tlu~ Bill an amend-
which as it stood was in tl C\ t?o Mo~m VehJC!es Act, 1939 
0 }6 tambers 0 · • • 

- on-fining liability to drivers and/or conductor~mwn too wide in scope. 
and normal working stations or posts on . who found theoil'_ regular 
Chamber stated that it would prefei· as a board motor vehicles, t.he 
(3) of Section 95 the more defi 't . dn am:ndmcnt to Sub-Seetion 

:mployee heing a driver or a cond~Ic:ora:n s~eci_fic \~o.rding ''any paid 

ln atten~ance on a motor vehicle" in ~~:~:d m ~;·lVmg or otherwise 
engaged 1~ driving or otherwise in attend . of an! paid employee 
motor veh10le", t1.nce on or bcnng carried in a 

rl'he Bill has been referred to a Select 
consideration. Committee for further 

Bengal Motor Spil'it Sales Tax t' 
Cham her's representatives in tl a Bran (Amendment} Act, 1946.-Tbe 
the increa~e. of 5~ annas in the to.; on ::7:~ Logi~tature strongly ·opposed 
Motor Sptnt Sale~ Taxation (A . of petrol which the Bongal 
\Vith the result t1mr the . mendment) Bill, 1945 ~ouO'ht t . ' Y \"Vere succo«sful · ·· . ~ c o 1mposo, 
creased tax to G annas peT gallon a ~. I nler rzha in limiting the in
the 5t anna_s proposed. The .A.ct 'cu n lll~l'easo of 3 ann as compared wit.h 

me mto force on lOth October 1946. 

Introduction of Compulsory Third 
September 1945 the Govern Party Insurance i I d' I 
Chambers of Commerce its ~ent t ~f India intimated to th: An Ia:-t dn 
VIII f h · m ontton of b.· . <'iSSOcta e 

. o t e ~otor Vehicles Act, 1939 f trngmg into effect Chapter 
thtrd party msurance in I d' ' or the enforcement f 
Chapter VIII of the Ac n ta on 1st July 194.6 o compulsory 
Bengal It J .1 t were promulgated in J , and Rules under 

0.11 s u Y 1946. Being c011001• . une n.nd introduced in 
from wh1ch point of view the \, . . ~ed 1Uamly witl , 
the Ch~mher did not find it nc:es\s:I: l3~rutmised by insutanlc:~~~e~u:e= 
excephon of Rt~le 216. Rtlle 215 of ~h:o~~~ent on the Rules :~:~~:he 

gal Motor Vehicles Rules 
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unposed the additional legal obligation of compulsory insurance agttinst -
liabHity tJ.,rising under the provisions of tho Workmen's Compensation 
Ae~t. in respec~ of the death of or bodily injury' to any paid employee 

engaged in driving or_ in attondv.nce u-pon, or being carried in, a motor 

vehicle, 

'l'he Chamber took no e~ception to the enforcement of the addiM 
tiomd obligation but asked the Government of Bengal-in view of the 
Bhort time given to consider and a-ppreciate the full significance of the 
draft ·amendment of the Rules issued on 24th June which gave effect 
to this new obligftLion-to defer the operation of B.ule 216 of the Bengal 
'Motor Vehicles Rules for an adequate period! say of threB months, to 
enable the public to effect the necessary insurance:l if not ulready taken 
DtJt and to allow immrance companies to amend existing policies to that 
Hffect. This request for three months a.beyu.ncy was in practice 

acceded to, 

Estate Duty Bill. 1946,-A Bill to provide for tho levy and collec· 
Cion of on estate duty in British Inrli[l, was introduced in the Indian 

Legisl[l,ture and circul[l,ted for pnhlio opinion. 

The Bill which wo,s supported by the Chamber was stated to be a 
first step in the attompt to even out ~he great disparities of wealth in 
the Indian economy and to secure a more equitable distribution of the 
national income by im]losing an estate duty on non-agricultural property. 
The accruing revenue Would be used to supplement and strengthen 
the resources of the Provinces and so assist t.hem in their post-war 
development and improvement of existing social services. In follo1ving 
the lines of the U.K. Death Duties Act, the Bill promised to be a lucra
tive source of income to Government by ensuring that death duties 
would be paid on :properties '\Vhich hu.d hHherto passed untaxed from 

generation to generation. 

The Bill is still at. its introduction stttge. 

The Requisitioned Land (Continua!lce of Powers) Bill, 1946.-The 
Reqttisitioned Land (Continuance of Powers) Bill, 1946, which was 
reported on by a Select CornrniHee in November provided for the 
continuance of allrequisHions in forco immediately before the expiry 
nf the Defence of Inrliu. Act and lor the release from 1·equisition of any. 
requisitioned land no longer required by Government. Requisitioned 
lands might also be acquire(l permanently in certu.in specified circum
stances !LS for insttmce, when val1,1.able assets had been created. ''l'he 
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' 
term u ]and~'' was defined ns moaning nny· immoveable propm·ty. The 
Bill also made provision for tho payment of compensation in respect of 
requisitioning or permanent acquisition. 

Tho Chamber's views were represented to the Select Committee who 
made certain recommendations. The Bill was carried forward for 
future examination since the Defence Secretary refused ~o accept the 
[\,rnendmonts mndo by t.he Select Committee. ' 

In the meantime the same po\',·ers o.s were included in the original 
Bill aro in force by Orrlinance until the end of March 1947 and in 
particular it will bo open to Government to ncquire property .. until then 
at tho 1932 value and not at the nmrket value as stipulated in the report 
of the Select CommitLee. 

The European Group are keeping the Ohnmber advised of clovelop. 
ments. 

Conversion of Ordinances into Legislation.-Tho ten Ordinances 
given below promulgated dming the recess of tl1o Bengal Legislature by 

H.E. tho Governor \.,.·m ceaso to opeJ'ate at tho end of six weeks from 
the re-a!'lsembly of tho Legi8lature, and as further OrdhJanccs are 
contemplated it is not considerocl practicable to pass all the necessary 
legislation replacing each Ordinance within the six weeks. In the 
circumsto.nces the Bengal Govel'!Hnent propose to introduce a short 
Bill n.t the beginning of the forthcoming Budgot Sesslon, extending the 
\'a\idity of the Ordinances for a period of six months. The Ordinances 
will he li"ted in a Schedule to the Bill and tho Bill itsolt' will merely 
consist of a clause extending tl10 validity of tl1e Ordinances. .It is also 
prop.m;od that power should be givon, in the Bill, to tho Pro\·inciEd 
Government to extend tho vu.Hdi.t-,y of tho Ordin::tnces foJ' a furthel' '[lel'iod 
of six months, by notification in the Official Gazette. 

The European Party l1n.ve indicated to Government thut thoy agree 
that. the proposal r~pre!>entH tho only practical mot hod of avoiding the 
lapsmg of the Ordmances, bt~t have o.t the S<lllle time represented to 
Governme.nt t.hat th"-l .snbetanhve legislation to replnce eu.ch Ordinance 
should be mtroduccd m the Budget Session and as much progress made 
with each Bill as may bo 110ssible. 1'he PfLI'tY" have al.o.;o represe,nted to 
Government tlmt no furt:10r extension of the validity of t.he Ordin~tnce 
sho~\d be undertak:n \Ylth\lut the approval of ~he legislllt.urc to be 
sigmfi~d by a resolution passed by both Houses, 

t '' 
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The Ordinanc&B promulgated and referred lo above are:

NO. OF ORDINANClTI 

II 

Ill 

IV 

v 
VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

X 

XI 

TITLE OF 0HDINANCE 

The Bengal Civic Guards n,nd Collective Fines 
Continuo.nce Ordinance, 1946. 

The Beng:al Molasses Control Ordinance, 194G. 

The Bengal Control OontinuancQ Ordinance, 

1946. 

The Calc~tta Rant Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Specio.ll?owors Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Consmnor Goods Control Ordinance 

1946, 

1'ho Dacco. Area Secmit.Y Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakha.I-i and 'l'ipporo. Emergency Harves~ 
ting Ordinance, 194G. 

'l'he Noakhali. and 'l'ippera Area. Security 

Ordinance, 1946. 

TlJO Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary Provision) 

Ordinance, 1945. 

. tJ European Group Corporation that it 
The ClHtmber advHJed 10 

13 1, proposa.l and in particular 
supported the Governl.llent of o ~:g:a:d for extending: the validity of 
stressed that there was much t 

Ordinance V and XI. 

MARINE 

. River Narayanganj.-The No.rayanganj 
Dredging of Lah.hyx.a vited ;he support of the Ch~mber . in 

Chamber of Comm~roc;el'l::ent the great ncod at present for dredgmg 
emuhl\sising to. tho anganj. 
the Lakhyio. R1ver no[l.r NM!tY 

. . in the suggestion made by the N n.myango.nj 
Tho Cbambor 10 suppoi~d g after conslllting the Inland Stoamer 

Clunnber of Commerc.o a 
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Companies,.pointed out tha,.t no effective dredging in the area ooulrl tako 
placo before an accurate survey of ~he whole area was produced by 
competent sut•veyors, and suggested that this co1,.1ld probably be m1 dl:,lr~ 

tP.ken o,t the close of the 11-!on,<:;oon, 

Apparently a rot1gh survey of the port of Narayanganj and its 
approach channels taken at the be"ginning of the year lHtd disclosed that 
several major changes in the river comses lutd taken place durin..,. the 
past_few years and were still developing, mr\king it moro necessary for a 
deta1led survey of tho whole urea covering the riYers which flowed pas~ 
Dacca, Tal tala, M irkadim, Munshiganj, the port of N ara~·anganj 
nnd the LakhyjQ River up to and above Sonachora. 

Calcutta Port Commissioners' Chnrges.-As a result of the 
continuing fall in the \'Olumo of service stores and traffic passing through 
the port of Calcutta and in order to balance revenue against expenditure. 
~he Port Commissioners announced !\t the beginning of the year further 
mcroases in their cho.rgo.o;, 

. The increased rates wero accepted by the commercial and industrial 
1nterests represented by the Chamber as a necessary consequence of the 
ach~a.l and o.ntic!pat.ed reductions in the traffic of the ·port. But in 
add1~1on to puttmg to the Commissioners certain queries raised by 
members on the details of the chu.Tges, ~the Chamber again emphasised 
on b~half of .exporting interests the importance of givirig the longest 
po.ssible no~Ice of incre~sed vort charges to prevent substantial losses 
bemg expenenced by s1uppers under forward contracts. 

. The Cb~U:ber also considered it opportune to brlng to the notice of the 
POl~ Commls~lOmlrs a mat.ter which although not directl . 
the mcrease m port charges was widely commented y connectod wr~h 
the high rate of pilferage and damage wl. 1 . on by members, VIZ· 

ing. The need for a much stricter su~~cr:,il~~~:r~~~ goods were snffel'
assortment of imported goods and for a much more a er the storage and 
sheds into which goods were lrmdcd or transferre,dcc:~ate record of the 
Chambel> who suggested that the reduced Yolume 'of as urged by .the 
:or the impof.:ition of tho increased charges shot .traffic ros~onstble 
1mprovements now looked for. Ild Itself adnnt of the 

_ 'l'he Commissioners assured the Chamber that th . 
stringent measures in collaboration with the police t . e~ were takwg 
the pilferago of cargo. 0 ehmmate or reduce 

.. 

( 51 ) 

imports: Port Commissioners' Wharf Rent.-According to the last 
part of paragraph 2 of Section 5 of the Port Commissioners' Schedule of 
Charges, rent on imported goods \Yas charged up to the date of o.cceptanco 
of complete 1mpers, and lLTIY period intervening between tho submission 
of papers and their acceptance \vas charged for a.t tho rate,; given in tho 
Schedule. Re1wesontations \Vere received by tho Chamber in rospect 
of illll)Orted goods for despatch to uv·country destinations by rail in 
which it was alleged that when the Commissioners refused to acce1)t Fo1·· 
warding Notes o\ving to operational restrictions or because tho 
consignments wen.1 ''small" for immediate desvatcb, they continued to 
charge rent at the normal rate const,ituting a levy over which tho 
importer had no control and adding substantially to tho heavy l11nding 

charges. 

On ohquhy the Chamber learned that ior foreign Tail waY despatches 
concessional rates could on request be rLpplied in genuine cases of rt!nt 
~being incurred solely on account of railway operational rest.rictions. 
'rho Commissioners also advised that in genuine CfLSes of clelay in 
delivery covered by the late receipt of document,; duo to tho Postal 
Strike the same concessions would be granted, as were given during tho 

W£1.1', when documents weTe boi.ng received late. 

Vlhon goods wore booked however to p'rivate depots served by the 
Port 'l'rus~ Railway, the Commissioners \Yonld only accept en.ch day the 
quantity which could he l1andled at the delivery point in a dt\Y and u_nY 
balance incuned rr.nt ttt the Schedule rates. For the sake of qmck 
cloo.l·ance merchants must be induced to usc carts or lonies when the 
quantities to be despatched were in excess of their siding ca11acity • 

Jute BalE:s: Inspection at the DoCks.-The Calcutt~ Baled Jute 

Association complained to the Chamber that tho~r m:mbers had be.en 
experiencing !'erious losses of jute o.t the docks ever smce the scare1ty 
of lighters had made it necessary for transport o.f bales to .tl1e docks t~ be 
undertaken by wagons. Certain of the bales m a c~nr:ngnment ~f JUte 
wore Ollencd for the customary 3% inspection by shtp:pers and 1t was 
therettftel' that pilfel·ing a\Jpeared to occur, before th~ jute was returned to 
the presshom:.es. Vilith jute at the prices no\Y ru~ing, these shortages

it was stated-were involving balers in heavy losses, 

1'he Challlbet· took this butttei' tt!J with the Calcutta Port Con1-
missiohets \vliO ri.gre9d to ir\sti'\l~t theh staff tO lo~d Ull ope~ed. bales 
imniedio.tely 011 the receipt bf di!:lposa.l orders. 1he Commisswners 
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~ointed out. hm~ever that it was important for shi "Jers . 
JUte and give Immediate disposal order d PI to lebundle tho 
quoted where the loose bales were not :~0 an a number of casas were 
delay had taken place in giving the nee l~nd,led ~nd/or considerable 
Chamber asked the- Con . . es .... aiy disposal orders. 'rho 
Associations concerne~ ~;~:S!Ol~:rs to refe~ all cases of this kind to tho 

between the Commissioners aucdi~ln ;;nd ~~was hoped by cooperation 
be eliminated or considerably ~edn~:d. ssocrations that the losses would 

Permits for Boarding V I . D 
com.plaints from ships' person::~e tsh;n p ~cks ~Foil~ wing numerous 
insht~ting an official pass system in an OI t Pohce, Calcutta, proposed 
cheatmg, and pilfering of certain et~tter~pt to thwai·t the thieving, 
photogrnphers, tailors, dhobis, who bo:.. y. trn.~ers such us hn;~vkers, 
all -kinds of printed and w 'tt ld ships In port without and with 
inclined to object to tl In en passes. At first the Chamber was 
appear to be any justifi let:c lemf e on the grounds that there did not 
ffi . ca wn a ter tlle wa f , . 

o ctal pass system and that the S( . : OI the mconvenience of an 

rc.s~onsible for taking such measures ::p~mg Co~panies were 1'eally 
plo:~;ent unauthorised persons boardin hey. cons~dored necessary to 

Evidence w;s given by the Police that g thCir. S~Ips while in dock. 
not always In a position to jl d th the Slnppmg Companies were 
numerous small traders involv ld ge Tl e. good faith and honesty of the 
Police to pe~ty traders waul/ . 1e Issue of official passes by the Port 

control of this traffic and th t(n~;ure th.at there would bo an u.dequate 
traders did take place the ~ ~· ttny dishonesty on the part of potty 
trace offenders. Since' •t o Ice records would be available t I I 
h k 1 Was only to o 1e p 

aw ors, tho Chamber accepted the schem:.pply to petty traders and 

Merchant Sea me (L • • , 
the special . .n thgnhon) Ad, 1946 -A . 

protection m respect of 0 • • • Bill to provide for 
aeamon, and entitled the Me I VII and revemle litigation o . 
introduced in the Indian Cent~:~~~n~}oamcn (Litigation} Bill lf9:~rvmg 

eetslature on 9t11 Apri1194~. ' was 

The. St-atement of Objocts and Rea 
that wlnle Indian soldiers rec . so~s :tttached to tho B' . 
and revenue litigat.ion b tl Clved spectal protection in Ill expla.med 

and subsequent amendm:ntsl:o Indian Soldiers (L-itiga,ti::speet of civ~l 
sorYice of His M . t the Ac{; covered I d. ) Act, 1920), 
needs of I d" a]Bs y, !.here was no le'"'islat' n tan sailors in the 

n Ian merchant seam . . o ·ton available 
this deficiency that ~he propose:n~-~;ld lt was with the objecttofmeet :he 

• I was framed and introduc:d.meetmg 
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The Chamber, on the advice of its Shipping SubRdommlttce, 

. suppoded the Bill which after being referred to a Select Committee of 

the Legislature was passed as an Act on 23rd April194G. 

RAILWAYS 

Railway Budget 1946-1947.-In February the Chamber registered 

its n"P"Pl'oval of tho Railway Budget proposals for 194GR47. 

The views of the Chamber \Vero particularly requested firstly, on 

the proposal to set up a \~'ages Commission, l)l'edominantly nonRofficial in 
character, to go into the \vhole questio11 of scales of pay for n.ll GovernR 
mont servants, and secondly, on the sugges~ion tha~ the complex structure 

of rates shoulcll1e exa.mined to see wlmt revisions could be made to 

unify and simplify it. 

On tho first point the Chamber saw no objection to the proposed 

Wngos Cvmmission and expressed the hope tbat tho Commission when 
set up would bear in mind tho importance of taking into account 

repercussions on t:he wages of industrial and commercial employees of 

any 1·evisions they might recommend in ~hose of Government servants. 
Accordingly tho need for having a non-official ropre.':lentahive of industrial 
and commercial employers on this Commission was emphasised if the 

Commission were a-ppointed from Assembly membors. 

An anquiry into tho revision of the railway freights structure was 

welcomed by the Chamber. 

Indian Railways (Amendment) Bill, 1946.-A Bill further to amend 

the Indian Railways Act of l 890 entitled the Indian Railways (Amend

ment) Bill, 194G, was supported b:t the Chamber, 

Section 75 of the Indian Railwo.-ys Act, 1890, pl'otected railways fron1 

liability for loss, destruction o1· deteriora~ion of any package or parcel 
contining articles mentioned rn tho Socond Rchodule, the value of_ which 
exceeded Rs. 100{-, unless its contents and vtduc were decla1·ed Etlld an 
arrangement made for the pay-ment of a percentage of the value so 
declared by way of compensation for increased xisk. In recent years 

tho price of such articles, in common with others carried by rail, had 
incre!tsed and a h-igher level of Rs. 300/- \Vas now considered a more 
reasonable basis, for which purpose the present Bill was introduced to 

the Central Legislature. 

1'ho Bill has .recently boert passed. 
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'rhe Indian Railway Enquiry Committee 1947 I 

~!:!> :ecommendation by the Hail way Standing' Fina~: n~ purs.mt.nce Df 
a ~Igh-power Committee should· be appointed to -~omnnttee that_ 
Ra.IhYay staff surplus to roqtdrements and to ascertam_the extent of 
of absorbing them and further t suggest practical methods 
economy in all branclles of the ~!~~gaest ~vay_s ~nd means of eficcting 
mcnt of India· appointed a 0 'tt y . drmmstration, the Govern
-Enquiry Com-mittee..:_1947" (l)o~nnn ee entitled "The Indian Raihvays 
improvement in net earnings by~ suggest ways and means of securing 

(a) economies hl all branches of '1 . . . ra1 way admm1stratwn, and 

(b) ~-nY other means ; 

-. _a._nd (2) to ascertain the extent of staff . . 
'and to suggest prac.l;ical m th d f . surplus to reqUirements 

e o so absorbmg them in railway service, 

Members of t~le Committee were:-

(i) Mr. K. C. Neogy, 1:r.I,.A,, (Contra!) 
Chairman 

(ii) Mr. I." S . ." Puri, O.I.E., Additional Financial 
mtsswner, Raihvays Oom-

(iii) Mr. J. N. Na d G ... ... .lVIembel' 
H' h n a., eneral M ana.ger, His Exalted 

Ig ness the Nizam's State Hail way 

(iv} Khan Mohammed y · K ... 
p, . amm han, Deputy 

. tesident, Central Legislative Assembly 

jl,.fember 

Member 
(v) Professor Humayon K· b' . 

Ind' R . a tr, Vtce-President, All 
la . mlwaymen's. Foderation 

(vi) Mr. M. N. Chakravarti, au Office. ... 
JJ:fember 

Transportation (Traffic) d I of tho 
Department of N. W. Railw:; Commercial 

, ... · Tf181;8 would b ... Secretary 
:___ ... -. e two more Members of h 
:.~ ~:~i_lw~r_ expert from U.S.A. and the othe w ~n:l one would probably bo 
·;·o~ In_dia;n Railways. r a high l'aTJking railway officer 

: Tli'e Co~m1ittee \~as eXpected to nssetn bl . . . 
-~b:e: G:overr~~~n~ have decided that·in the-~ e ea~ly lh Aprilj 1947 and 

.. o~: p~e,_?omm~ttee, __ Mr. Puri, should colle::nntnne one of ~he Members 
onquir7· For this purpose he w t the data _germane to the 
R~ilwu.ys to study the organistttiona:f ~-~:resent visiting headquarters of 
wttb the adrninistratiom the charactor 1 tr;nt Railways and to discuss 

-~ t Hl d~ta required, 
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The Chamber through the Associated Chambet•s had been asked 
for their views and had been offered an OlJPOl'tunity of meeting 
Mr. Purl to discus~:~ the exact. rcqnin:;ments of the Committee if so 
desired, before submittlng suggestions. The mattN' wr~s undel' considem~ 

tiOll by the Cham bet•, 

Participation of State Railways in Road Motor Transport.-A 
Whlte Paper on the polio:,r of the Central Government in res}Ject of 
t.he participation of State Railways in road motor trrmsport was issued 
~~Government early in 1946 and was considered bJ-' the Chamber. 

Briefly the aim of the polic~r in the White Paper was to ensure the 
best use of the dual means of rail and road transport so that each \vas 
nsed to its best inherent adyantage complement!1-ry to the other, so that 
wasteful duplica~ion of services might be avoided. In the opinion of 
!he Government of India t.Iie most promising and comprehensive means 
of attaining the nocessn.l'Y w01·king agreements between the road and 
railway interests and of achieving close co-ordination would be found 
in some fusion of financial interest-s under the conh·ol of transport 
!\ilthoritios. It was considered that this fusion v:,.·ould lead to healthy 
riYalry on the basis of service to the community rather than to mere 

competition for selfish gain. 

Tho Chamber generally endorsed this policy of tho Government 
provided the execution Of that policy did not in practice operate. to stifle 
the legitimate development of road transport and construction. 

Claims against the Railway Administrations in respect of Lost o~: 
Damaged Goods.-Members will recollect that in 1944 and again in 
1945 the Cham her at the instance of a vdde range of consignors and 
consignees prossed t.ho Railway Board to tn.ke steps to remedy the 
following complaints 011 the part of the commercial community:-

(a) Failure, for mont-hs on ond, to extmct from t.he Railways 
anything more th~n a stereotyped acknowledgment (if 

any) of an enqniry or claim. 

(b) Delays of up to a year, in soi_ne c~ses more, betwe~n the 
submission of the claim and tts disposal by the Ratlw~ys 
even in cases where there was no legal or other compltca-

tion to justify .the delay. 

(c) Prolonged delays-said to be du~ t~ ''accounts c~rtifica~ion" 
-in £~.ctual payment after admlsston of the claim. 
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(d) Failm·~ of the Railways to take adequate stops to trace 
consignments lost or misdelivered in transit aftor enquirv 
tmd .correspondence regttrding them on the part of th.o 
consignor or consignee. 

(1') Even in cases. where the loss of or damage to goods had 
be~n the .o;.ubJect of very prolonged correspondonce with 
an. cnqmry through the Claims Sections of the 
Ratl;v~y:l and( or inconclusive endeavours to obtain thE! 
~eqm::at~e short certificate in suppor~ of tho claim, an 
;ncreast~l·g tendency on the part of the Railways ultimatelv 
rro· repu tated the claim months afterwards on technic;! 
.,lOunds under secton 77 of the Indian Railways Act. 

(f) Re]Jorted non-receipt or loss b h . 
Sections of the . 1 t' Y t 6 Railway Claims 
nckn 1 d J o a rvo papers notwithstanding previous 

ow o gment of the forwarding leGter-lead' t 
necessary correspondence dela mg o un
the time-hal' under sectio~ 77. y and argument regarding 

(g) ·Lack of co-ordina,tion b t 
in following up d e ween the different St.ate Railways 

goo s reported to be lost in transi~ and in 
dealing with the relative claims. 

, ----_This year tho Chamber undertook a surv . 
affilrated Associations to ascel'tain their r ey am on~ rts members and 
to the_ li~t of complaints already submitted ;cent exp~nence with regard 
the Pl'evrons year. Only three concerns 1'8 )o .the Rmlway Board during 
mont and then only in the cases of certai lor ted any material impro\~e
:r;eference only to certain of the com I . n of tl~e Railways and with 
-representing a substan_tial sectionp o~~::~ ~adem 1944/4!'i. The others 
Country-submitted evidence wh' h h llway users in this part of the 

_w s owed that:-

(a) it was s.till.the general experience th , . , . 
a~d. remmders addressed to the at l.epeatod rnqurrres 
ohc1ted either no response or a 

8 
• Chtlms Dop~utmont 

ment stating that the mattel' was ~~:ot~ped acknowledg-
er mvestigation · 

(b) the most sei·ious dissatisfaction was . ' 
the delays that continued t t k sh\l expressed regarding 
mission of claims and tl ~ da' e place between the Sub-
th lOll' lsposal ev . 

ore were no legal 01• other 0 . en m cases whore 
delay; omphcu.tions to justify 
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(r:) the -intel'val bctv,·oen the admission by tho RailwaYs of a 
claim und Hs 11aymenC was freqnolltly hom three to five 

months; 

(d) there was u further, though, a reducing, volum~ of evidence 
concerning the fo.ilure of the Railways to take adequate 
s~eps to t.race consignments lost OJ' misdeliverGd in transit 
u.fter enquiry regarding them on the Pnr~ of the consign~r 
or consignee ; 

(e) and (f) there wore still numerous repo1·ts of tho alleged 
110n~recoipt by the railways of claim papers sometimes 
leading to retmdia,tion tmder Section 77 of the Act; and 

(a) there wu.s ::!till s~ray eYidence that Where more than ono 
railway was concerned, gt·eat difficulty and delay were 
expc1•ienced in t.~·acing missing goods l\.lld in the disposal 

of t.he relative ~;la.ims. ' 

Further representations were made by tbe Chamber to the Rail\vay 
Board who, appreciating the grounds for com_plaint, claimed to be 
vigorously pressing their efforts to effect i.mprovemon~s. The Gene1·al 
Managers of the Calcutta RailWH-YS were asked to take- steps to 

arrange periodical meetings \Yi~h trade interests, and tho Chamber \vas 
:requested to draw the attention of its members to the desirability of 
imp1·oving standards of packing and of a more rigid observance of the 
rules relating to the maddng of goods tendered for despatch by rail, 

'l'he Chamber's Railways Sub-Committee agreed ~o review tbe 

position qmH~erly to note what progress was being madtl and what 

fudhor action, if any, was advisable. 

In particular and with special regard to the question of pD.cking, the 
General -Manager, Bengal Nagpur Railway, wrote to the Chamber 
intimating what steps were being tal\ en by his Administration to pnwent 
or reduce the increasing losses of goods in transit by ruil, and invit.ing 
the co-operation of tho Chamber in securing an improvement in the 
packing of goods for rail carriage. The Railway's letter waS issued to 

all members of t.he Chamber for attention. 

Demurrage due to the Postal Strike and Deliveries of Railway 
Goods.-It was·not posRible for the Railways to issue a general order 
waiving the payment of demurrage and wharfag-e during the postal strike, 

but assurances were received by the Chttmbor t,hat the Railways in 
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dealing with ·clrdms·for dQmnl'fs..go· or whn.l'frige ·would ta.ko into ttcoount 
the difficulties·c"a.uSed by the .postal strike in delaying railway roceipts 
u.nd consequently deliveries of consignments, 

Prior to termination--of the -postU.J strike, arrangements were mudo for 
a.·n adequate suJ)ply'of Indemnity Bonds at stations in order to enable 
·consign-ments to be oolhwted, and iris&ruotions werB issuod to the 

"'Railwrty Staff to'1•eJHler every possible assifltance'to consignees in taking 
deltveries u.ccording to the prescribed prooefhlre, 

·T-ho Railways aJ~o arranged to try-as fo.l' as practica.blo to notify the 
a.t•rival of· cotisigum·ents -t-hrough the transmission of arrival notices by 
oycle peons Ol'l'Unt~ers, using where possible Trade Associations for the 
purpose of circulating theso noti'oea ttmong cOnstituents. 

Central C~Jiection arid-Delivery· SerVice in Calcutta for E. 1., B. A., 
& R N. Railways.-'l'llo viows of the Chamber were invited by tho East. 
Indian Railway on n scheme prepared by the E. I. in consultation with 
tho B. A. & B. N. Railways for introducing a collection and delivery 
service for luJigage, parcels and goods traffic for the three Calcutta R<iil
~ays_ under a Central Organisation which would bo co~o1'Clitmted by tho 
East Indian Railway. The proposed new rtl'l'angements, it was hoped 
would C011stitute a considerable improvement on tho existing one and 
would result in greater facilities to the public rtt a minimum cost. 

The Chamber generally endorsed the schomo making a few detailed 
comments and- stressing that the success of the scheme would depend 
on tho speed and p1·ecision with which collection, transportation -and 
deliyerr could_be carried out. 

POST & TELEGRAPHS 

Delays in the Delivery of Mails.-In September the Chamber 
approached the Presidency Postmaster, G:P.O., -Calcutta, unofiicially 
about the continued delay in, and haphazard ·delivery.of, inland mails 
and enquired whether an early return to normal condition~:~ could bo 
expe'CtCd by the commercial ociinm'mliLy. 

In ·reply the · Preside'noy Postmaster -emphasised that (a) t.ho 
4isruption of the postal st"rike whiCh was ·very·widespread. ·and-general 
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. tion caused by tho riots in Calcutta and Bombay 
nn~·(b) the disl~~t~ol'e the anears of the s~rike could be cleared, we_rc still 
which followed l'. . the con~inuancc of abnol'Lnal condittons. felt at the G.P.O. resu ~mg m ~ ' . 

. . a ertod of 12 hours a daY. ins tend of (;he normal 20 
\Vorklng_ over. , pe curfew and restrictod.transport, hho post-office 

hours on account of_ th - 'tl tho delayed traffic as well as the. 
1 ·n!:l were attemptmg to cope WI 1 ·· · 1 f confidence 

s H • . ffi . and with tho mwertainty and lac;;: o be induced norm~ I- tra r c ~ome time_ after the riots, \Yorkers could not 
pl·evaihng f~ . f .. "l' d attend office for night work. 
to lea.ve then· a.ml Ies an 

. t r ro Ol'~od that by- the beginning. of ~rhe Presidency Postn1as e . p . ble to clear the congestiOn 
lT hnn- ovort1me were a 

Octobor extra sta wm:... ~ s oct df first class leUer mail _and packets., 
[lt the Calcutta G.P.O. m_ ~eb:in ..... :rec_eivod however from other parts ?f 
Delayedm.ail was tho~ 9ttl it ;~s apparently not possible to ascertam 
India with current ma_ll, and sel'vice the dolays had occnred. The 
at. which office or sectton_of the ·ds the end of September caus_ed 
recrudescence of the distul'hances towar 

a fmther set back. 

. . ~ l . Hongkong and. China.-While 
Mails from 1nd.ia to Burm~,_Ma a;~ g\ o.ng to India. were taking a 

mails from Burma, Malaya, Ohma_ an on b~-y boing carriodby ail', the 
comparatively shorl; t-ime in trn.nsit presm;.~·ection was -.the subjcd of 
corresponding service in the reverse 1 

numorous complaints by members. 

thtt.t inadequn.te ttse was lltado of 
Evidcnca showed gener:~lyto Burma, Malaya and the Far East. 

hansport factlttt~s hom In~vas restricted to th~ occasional, sl~w u.nd 
Transport of mat.ls by- sea 'tsi nmeut for Rangoon actually tool... tlnoe 
irregular cargo slup : one _c~I. g f Calcutta to Rangoon wore made 

d no saLlmgs rom 
weeks on the way un d Zlst March. 
between the 4th February an . 

, the Chamber, tho DircctOl·-Gentn•al of 
Following representatlOilS bythat the loc:~.l postal authorities ':oro 

I' t d Tole<riU.phs explamod l S . i e ceased to functwn; os san o 1 AI'nlY Posta crv c k 
1 taken by surprise Wh(m t to ld be made a considerable bac ~ og 

<tlld before new arrangements c~t~! rch It was pointed: out also that 
accumulated during Febru~r.y anc ncl ain ~urma. and Malaya were ~ot 
arrangements at the .• rocelV~~=m~ance was given- however that mat~s 
always EtttisEactory. fhe 't1 ant restriction, provided· there weie 
would- go by any steamer 'r'r'l l 

sailings. 
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.A particular comphdnt made by the Burma Chamber of CommerCo 
about the length of time taken by mails from India to Burma, was taken 
up by the Asllociatcd Chambers with the Presidency Postmaster G.P.O, 
Calcutta, who stated that arrangements had .been made for a gazetted 
Postmaster to examine the contents of Burma mail bags closed at 
Calcutta, in .an endeavour to a.scertain whether postal a.rticles had 
suffered detention prior to thoir. desratch from Calcutta. He suggeSted 
to the Associated Chambers that it would greatly nssist if arrn,ngemonts 
could be made at Rangoo.n for the return to him of covers received late 
by the public in Rangoon. 'l'his suggestion was passed to the Burma 
Chamber of Commerce. 

When tho urgent necessity ol l'ElSllming an air mai) service from 
Oa!cutta to Burma, Mala.ya, China and Hongkong was stressed _by the 
Chamber, the Postmaster General l'eplied that an air mail service had 
been available (i) to China, all along, (ii) to Burma since December 19·15, 
and (Hi) to Malaya since April1946, and one to Hongkong would shortly 
be resumed. 

Air Service lo AustraBa.-At the beginning of tho YMl' only air 
letter cards were accepted in India for transmissiOn by ail' to Au~traiia. 
In response to an enquiry by the Chamber in January on whethe1· it 
was possible to institute an air ~<ervico to Australict, which \vould cater 
f6r correspondence and papers other than air letter cards, particularly 
shipping documents which should reach destination prior to the arrival 
of relative c~rgo, the Director-General of Posts and Telegraph~ achTised 
that it was hoped to establish a service of this nature shOrtly. An 
almouncement to this effecL would be duly made in the Press a.nd by 
means of a Postal Notice. 

Postal Parcels frotn the· U.K.-At the instigation of tho Chamber 
!'l.n informal meeting was called in June t,o discuss with the Postal and 
Customs Authorities ways _and mean.s of improving the procedure fo1· 
dealing with postal tmrcols from tho U.K. and of expediting tho 
clearance of large accumulations of parcels at the G. P. 0., OalcuHa. 

The Presidency Postmttster said that the staff at tho G. P. 6. had 
been increased and hours for collection of parcels by the public had 
been extended from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to 9 a.m, to 5 p.m. with. no 
appreciable effect as all efforts to expedite clearance. were being nullified 
by factors out with his control. 

j..''' 
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h"ef reason for t.he hold-u'P wa.s e~ue (~t) to 
jt was alleged tluvt the ~ 1 riate documents 1H'omptly viz. mvol~es, 

tho failul'e to te~d;r the~~~:~~~ licences 1·cquired for Cn.stoms appraise
certificates of or~glll ~nd u l a reels with their addressees, and (b! to 
mont and idcntlfictt~IOn of the P \ l"c after Customs examma.
the delay in collecting the parcels by the pu l 1 

tion. . . the Banks gave no indication of ultima!~ 
Many parcels addressed to . could not accept the parcels until 

consignees and !:he Banks .apprvr:ntl~ t Hw receipt of the relevant 
they could be idenWlocl vnLh their c.hen s on. were in the habit of 
document.s .. Certain Calcutta tradmg concerpns ·t Office and allowing 

1 . ds through the os ' I t importing some oft leir goo .J 0 until they were rca{ y o 
them to accumulate at the G. 1. . 

collect;. . d t b 

t documents promptly seeme o e 
Failure to produce t~Ie reltJVan avour to expedite dolivcl'Y of these 

Ghe chief difficulty and 111 !ll~ e~~e 1 Commissioner ill Cnlcutta agreed 
documents from the U.K., H.c . rae e 

to arrango :- . 'l'rade for the Poet Office authorities in 
(i) through the. Board of 't to India bv mr mall, ten 

tho U.K. to accept and e t:~.~~~:~ of parcels if possibl~, tho 
days in advance o~ th aJ·ations accocnpanietl by copies of 
duplicu,tc Cu.stOt~s decl rtificates of origin in respect of 
the relative mvotces and ce 

all]Jarcels for India; and •. l 

. . tice in thG Board of Tmde Journ~ 
(ii) for .the insertion of a. n0 f trade parcels to India to sub.~1t 

requesting all_ sencleis. ovoices and certificates of orJgm 
duplicate copies of ~:clarations to the Post Office at tho 
togethel· ·with Cust.oms time of handing in the parcel:, so 
despatching end at the ld be transmitted by air mall to 
that the documents cou 

India in advance. h nt houses 
I bv large mere a 

t fucilitate identification of parae s ·t· was agreed that C.B.IL 
fo I d "fferent departments, 1 " .. ing Staff in all 

importing throu~ l ~8 issued by the Customs A~pm~sustoms declara~ 
Customs Form t ~· brief particulars, taken from t l~ od in tho parcels. 
cases should con amarcols, of thB typo of goods con El.In 

tion affixed to the P 0 Chamber, as possibilities for 
\e of the addrossoe th . tl Banks that in an From the ang osteci (a) to lC l f 

. tl procedure, sugg . h might request sene e1·s o .. speedmg U11 18 
. k r idont.ific!ltl9n t ey 

endeavour to effect qUic e 
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parcels to address labels •' to the A(c of the 0 . ,, . 
n. :econd address, and (b) to the Calcutta 1'. d o~slgnee. \:Ithout giving 
might· with· the object of seeming earliei~as~: ;~ss.ociatJOJJ thn.t E-hoy 
arrange with their members to instr t d tnlSSlon of docnmcnts 
overseas ~0 tran<lmit b . . uc sen ers of parcels in the U K 
d ~ y atr matl a woek or t d , . or 

espatohing parcels, copies of th d en ays in advance of 
. ose ocuments required by tho Customs. 

In response- to a complaint made . . 
delay in the delivery of par 1 f m November about tho continued 
Chamber visited the G p 0 ce sd r~m the U.K., a repreReJJtative of th 
master the various dep~r~~~· ~n . mspe.eted with the Presidency Post: 
p I f en s mcludmg the C t 
. area s rom overseas were Sort d f . d . us oms section, whero 
th the clearance of arrear., was e o~ ehvery. A vast· improvement 
of 3000 unopened bugs from ~verse~·:paor ~d : in ,Juno thet•e \Yere arrears 
which were all received within te d gatnst ,400 at the end of November 

?ustoms section whero the nu~be~y:f 1he~e were no l11'l'ears in the 
lncreased. postal appraisers had been 

'fhrough the co~oJ)Oration of tl 
the banks and traders, who wero 10 pos~al and customs authorities with 
the traffic in _parcels, there h:~sp~nstble for a considerable volume of 
procedure and dl:llivery. een an all roundspeoding up of 

The Appraising Department f 
e~perimental measure for six mo~t~;o C~stoms-recently proposed, ns an 
With the object of siJ11plifying and sp'e t~.mtroduce a change in procedm·e 
pqs_tal par·cels. Instead of call' f e mg up the Customs clearance of 

~e~~s (~g~ invo'ices,imJlort lice~:~s :;c,;l:ef;·e~eipt of ~ho relative docu~ 
f . o d .l.O. the Customs suggested . k' ex. the U.l'l'lVal of the parcels 

b~~= edt to the Postal Appraising- Dop~l~~:n~. for tho documents to bo 
t . t~r ~rs and others concerned. Tl 0~ m advance of the parcels 

a rm 'lnV.lted members to givo their co~oplce t~amber, in supporting such 
ra Ion. 

Delays and Mutilations in T ' 
Telegrams.-(a} Early. . M ranstmssion of F 0 • 
General of Posts & m ny the Chamber took u r:lgn and Inland 
which at the t' Telegraphs t\','o- defects in thp Wtth tlJe Director~ 
foreign telcgr~~~: ~:~ee. Very marked; na.mely (i).t~e tel.egr.~ph, service 
mutilations in , l • Bombay and· (ti) t-he e t~anstt ttmes· of 
and foreign am caralesa ~ranscriptions of lel:cesstve number- of 

· grams, both inland 

'rhe Ohnmbei' was assured th t 
greater accuracy and th t d' .. , a stops had been t k 

a tsctphnal'Y action would b a on Lo ensure 
0 taken against 
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those responsible for oases of mutilations which could ho sho'<vn to ·be 
the result of carelessness. It wa~> pointed out, however1 that only when 
specific oil.sos were submitted to the Postmnster~General or tho ·Director 
of Telegraphs could it be esta.blished whether thQ mutilations had 

occurre{rwithin India or beyond. 

In -the matter of transit times, the Chamber was informed that 
the muin canso was tho incessant intermittent line disturbances 
experienced between Bombay and Co.l'cutta and in a loss degree between 
New Delhi and Calcutta. Those disturbances, which were of a 
technical and somewhat unique nature, arose from the use in India of 
modern high speed equipment which, though of proved value elsewhere 
was yet to be adapted to the long distances and atmospheric and 
cloctrical conditions of India. The ChtLmbor's information was tlutt a 
thorough investigation into these matters v.-as being 1mdortaken by two 
specialists, that their findings so far were oncourv..ging, and that cvery

thing_possiblo was being done to improve the scnice. 

(b) Dming August and September breakdowns of n more complete 
character were added to the technical difficulties, and resulted in a 
severe setback. The interruptions were duo to variouS caul::leS which 
followed one another with hardly any u.pprcciablc pause between the 
end or J LllY and tbe middle of September, and wore distributed through~ 
out most of the districts between here and Bombay. 

One particular cau:;e of serious trouble was the repeated cutting 
and theft of wires, and proposals for dealing wi.th this nuisance were put 

forward for consideration on a high level. 

Largo accumulations of traf-fic occurred at this ond during the-strike 
and again still more .during tho riots. Every means to deliver tho 
mesSages were adopted whe~her these means wert! orthodox or- not, 
resulting in telegro.ms being delivered in batches and sometimes out of 
sequence. In the Calcutta Central 'l'elograph Office very large amounts 
of traffic were hand ted dul·ing the riots and from· the 16th .Auguflt until 
26th August. sevei·alrecords \Yore established in the volume of traffic 
dealt \vith in spite of depleted staff and curtailed times of d'l:lty. 

Trunk Telephone Service : Calcutta/Bomba}'.-The Chamber 
approached the Director of Posts and .Telegraphs, Now Delhi, in June 
to enquire -what prospectR there were of an improvomo!lt in _the 
trunk telephOne service between Ca.lcutta .. and Bomhay .. Tho contjnued 
recognition of priorities [.;'l'ttnted to moct wo,r.,.timo -emergency .wa,s 
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strongly deprecn.ted by the Chamber who 
to the normal conrlHions under urged an immediate retun 
was formerly opcm to the public. which tho trunk telephone set'\'ic~ 

The Director of Po&ts & Telegraphs stat d . 
possible was being done to reduce the di~ 111 ~·oply_ that everything 
Chamber and wa,; fully alive to the nee cultws mentioned by the 
telephorw facilities. d for tmprovm~ the truuk 

Priority call.'l had been l'G!Jtricted to .. 
hnrdly exceeded 5% of the totrtl calls on th: nnmmum, unrl they then 
Arrangements lutd h~en made for the instal ~ombay{O~lcutta circuits. 
between Bombrty nnd Calcutt d . IatiOn of adclttional channels 
channels were brought into c a a~ . tt was hoped that as theBe new 
'reduced. It was stated il ttmtrllsston .delays would bo comdderably 
cedis could under oxistin: l'U;ts :onnectwn that ordilmry and urgent 
there was no accmmilatio~ andes e ~-xt~nded up to six minutes provided 

no PIIOl'lty call pending. 

The Postmaster-General, Ben I c·. 
three additional channels l d b ga ncle, reported in October that 
expected soon to meet the i lrt een OPOJled and that six more wero 

dB ncreased demand for ll ~n ombay during office homs. It was h ca s between Calcu~ta 
Improve appreciably as those dd 't' . oped that the service would 
use, a 1 JOnal ch<mnels were brought into 

. Telephone Communications betw 
mg Industrial Area-D . een Calcuttn and the Su d 
ta.kin . . urmg the war the Cl . rroun -

g any offiCial action about· tho . lambcr refrained from 
b:tween. Calcutta and the surronndin ~t";abs~actory telephone service 
t ~ strum on the service and 1-b g m ustrral areas in recognition of 
!Htorities. It wa~ now reasona~loe :verlo~ding imposed by military 
~elephone communicaqons, and wheno .expect some improvemeli.t in 
Improvement was evident i ~l . m February of tl . 
pore Bl t n lc serv1c8 batw C us year no 
h , la ,para and Budge Budge Excha , een alcutta ancl Bnrrack-

t .e Postmastel' General, Bengal and A:~es, th~ Cham bel' enquit·ed of 
proposed to take to improve these commltn· utn~ Circle, .what steps he 

1ca IOns; 

. Ac~uu,lly a nnmbcr of technical im r 

;o~:::::.:~re, ~hlutphat•a. and Budge B~do;ee~~:ttr~i:td been carried out 
aneta t e prevaili b d ·s. Accord' 

~~~.\~:vas h~ped that tho positio~g w~~tl;~;,:~~:v:'" due to ov:~0~00 :::; 
po.s:nble, through relen.se& from militar progressi.voly when it 

;' 'I <1-Ild Wt~,r time orguniza-
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tions to recruit more experienced operators, particularly r.t tho Calcutta 
Exchange whero new positions had beon opened t.o relieve congestion. 

CQngestion at the G.P.O. and C.T.O.-Tho Report for tho year 
1945 recorded the appl'Oach made by the Chamber to the Postmaster 
General, Benga-l and Assam Circle, El.bout de1ays experienced by members 
in the acceptance of pogtal articles and teleg1·n.ms at the General Post 
Office a.nd the Central Telegraph OCfice as r. result o·f w'hioh tho strdf for 
the acceptance of'' deposit., account telegrams wo.s augmented. 

To avoid congestion at Calcutta G. P. 0. it was suggested by the 
Chamber that the number of counters might be increased. The Chamber 
was informed by tho Postmaster Ge11eral. that throe additional counters 
were opelled at the G. P. 0. on the 19th February 1946 and it was hoped 

this would considert1bly relieve the situation. 

Calcutta Telephone Service: Automatic System.-Tho General 
Manager, Telephones, Calcutta. in anticipation of the Go.,•ornment 
replacing the present mn.nual telephone system in Calcutta by rm auto. 

matic system, invited the vie\vs of the Chamber on:-

(a) The adoption of an "Exchange Code" based on oi.thor the 
letter system of two or three letters plus the number or tho 
nnmorioal ·system of a two figure code plns the number; 

and 

(b) A suggested list of names for t.he new exc]Hl,.ngo a,reas in 

Ca.lcutt;o.. 

After consulting all members on the alternative exchange coda 
syst~ms, the Chamber replied that the consensus of opinion was strongly 
in favour of the "Jetter code" i.e., the system of prefixing the number 
hy two or three distinctive lottcrs indicating: the exch~nge to be called 
(e.g. DUM for DumDum). With tho ohjoct of rwoiding any possible 
confusion it was suggested by the Chamber on the second point that it 
might prove deflirn.blc to select exchange n[l.mcs in which at least two 

of the three initial letters were differen~. 

INDUSTRIAL 

Industrial Disputes Bill, 1946.-The. Chamber has under considera
tion the Industrird Disputes Bill, 1946 v·:hich makos provision for the 
investigation r.nd settlemcllt of industrial dis:putos anc1 for cert[\oin other 

:purvosea. 
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Experience of the working of the Trade Disputes Aot, Hl29, revealed 
that its m£~.in defect was that while restraints had bo~n imposed on the 
rights of strike and lockvout in pnblic utility services, no provision h[J.d 
be~n made to render procee-dings institutable under the Act for tho 
settlement of an industrial dispute either by reference . to a Board of 
Conciliation or to a Court of Inquiry. Emergency regulations during 
the war made it possible for the Oenlra\ Government to refor industrial 
disputes to adjudicators and to enforce their awards, but thi.s emergency 
legislation which hn.'! been continued as from the 1st October 1946 will 
Japse on the 1st Ap1·il ]947. The intention of the Bill is to replace this 
emergency legislation by a permanent statute. The Bill also ern1lowers 
the appropriate Government to declare by notification in the official 
Gazetto any industry to be a public utility service fo!' such~ .. period as 
may be specified. 

The report pf tho Select Committep on the Bill is now ba.fore the 
Ll.'lgislatur~. 

The Minimum Wages Bill, 1946.-Membel's will recall from the 
1945 Report that many of the poin~s mootod by tho ChCLmber were 
accepted nnd embodied in a new Minimum ·wages Bill, now entitled 
the Minimtlm Wages Bill, 1946, although unfortunately the principle 
of compulsion was still maintained, 

In tho course of the year the Chamber submitted observations to 
Government on the new Bill, firstly from the general industrial angle 
and secondly from the point of view of planto..tion lahom and tho tea 
industry in particular. 

(1) General LaboJtr.-The Chamber, while agreeing that the object 
of this measure was commendable in that it sought to deal with industries 
where wages were sub-normal, feared that unless siJUilar legislation was 
passed in the Indian States this Bill would provide an incentive to 
industries to migrate to the States· with disadvantages to the evacuCLtod 
distric{;s : tho Bill should not bo passed \vithout some assurance that 
most of the States would fall into line. 

The constitutional position made tbo proposed administrative 
ma.chinei'Y for applying the Act weak.and possibly inadequate. li'irstly, 
it was doubtful if the directio~s of the Central Government would be 
carried out by the Provinces, secondly, a Provincial Government need 
not accept the advice tendered by an Advisory Committee, and thirdly 
there was no provision for (a) Permanent \Vage Boards whose rec~mmen
dations would subject; to safeguards be binding on both employers and 
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·d· ate the work of the ) All-India Board to co-Ol m d With 
workers and (b an . directions to such Boar s . cial Boards and to give 
various Provm d 1l over th£ country. 
regard to industries sprea a . 

, sultation with tho Advisory Co~ll":llttoe 
The Chamber fe~t that con e£ore the initial fixing of the mmnnu~1 

or Board \Vas most Impo1·tant .b ddT the Bill laid down no basiC 
ge and pointed out that m. ~ l lOll in an occupation or in an w~ '. • criteria for detcrmmwg \~El.g.es 

prmc1ples 01 d serious onnss10n. 
area. This was rogarde as a . b t langel'OUS guess work, 

(i) If wage fixing \VaS to be anythm~ ~atcistical foundation. At 
it must be based on a soun s d qu~te statistical data 
present Government ~a~ noth: ~amily budget or other 
regarding the cost of ltvmgBill was enacted the Chamber 
relevant fa tors. Before the G rnment should set up an 

'd d it essential that ove 
canst eTe f tical department. 
adequate labour sta lS t t' on ot laboul' 

tisfactol·Y reptesen o. ' . 
(ii) It. \Vas important for the sa. the labour should be mamly 

on tho wage board~. tlHtt ffi i 1 Special Government 
repTesented by Government o tcil~t:~ foT this purpose, and 
Lo,bour Officers should be o,p:po of these officers as its 
each wage board should h:v~bl:n;or one labour officer to 
secretary. It should be p~~sl 
d al with a number of Boar s. . d. 

e , , of Ml.nimrtr'n 'Wage Boar S 
(t'a) In J.)l'actice the introduchon t f the system of concession 

might mean the ab;~do~~l~nsrt:gested that the Bill sho·~~d 
foodstuffs and tl,Je. :e :~til circnmstanc~s make it possi e 
not become opetah~ f . o at concesSion rates. 
to dis.cont1nuo supphes o nc 

Certain detailed an1endn1ents 
to the clauses and phraseology of the 

Bill wero suggested. ~ . , i . d compiicated con'" 
. J. b u•-A.s spectn. an . d t 

(li) Plontation o1id Tea ,a Oll". atio~ of the Bill to the tea m t~s ~y, 
. d by the app IC 1 f om this par 1cu aT side·ratl.ons were ra1SO 1 ~ter treated it separate y r 

the Chamber in a furth(;;r e 

angle. . rtt'ort of the minimum 
o objectim1 to tho a.pphc: ' l at the Bill, as 

Wbilo thei'e wa~ ntatio~ labout, it was cons.tder:d ~ ~n \'~ew of this 

\vage princip;e :~rt~i:l\:nportant re~pects def~~~\~e~ta.~es. an~ in othot· 
drafted, was m ' b t ·eon conditiOns on 
and the difference o v; 
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industries ~h 01 b . . . e Hl.m er constdered it prefera.bl t . 
With -m a separate Phmtation M' . e o see the subject dealt 
s~m.ewhat different lines from the )~:unum ,\'Vag~ Bill framed along 
ma~lOn advised tho Chamber tha _1 sent Brll. 'I he Indian Tea Asso
draft Bill for the consideration o~ l~:ould be pre.pared to put up such a 
agree to consider this, vernment, If Government would 

fixe First~y Minimum Wages could be fixed . 
d wage, hut it was su on piece work or a dai!. 

applicable to the t t ggested that neither of these sy t l 
d . . ea es atos ; a time t s ems were 

an rllltgence fixed by the gar de ra! e f~r: a worker of ordinary skill 
W~ge. boards, would represent in nth aut lOl'lttes under delegation by the 
P~lllCiple for the tea gardens. e Chamber's opinion the fairest 

be th~econdl,r, attention Was directed tow . 
might blong. term effect of tlle propo>:ed Ibn~ lw~uld almost inevitably 
diffi I ~ pald according to the hours ~f egrs atron. Although wages 
the ;~e:\es • .inv~h,ed in such variation w~:~~k, the extra administrntivn 
on th t CI regunentation of labom• and tl undoubtedly tenrl towards 
whic: ea estates to\vards those in 'fact ,· le approximation of conditions 
would' on dmttny estates, a man workodones. Tho present system lmder 

It was ~ra ~lly give way to regular dni~s m~ch or as littlo as he liked 
ohange. orlt overmnent to consider the s:Ci:~o _weo~ly p~riods of work. 
be called to was, however, right that tho attentircal unphcations of this 
due course c~:: aspect _of this probable devel~n ~f Government should 
fixation and did :e~ then ~labits, under the.influ~ncent. rr_ l~bourers in 
would require a farull days work on six days in thee of lmmm~m wage 
Government would t~mallcr labour force than it at week, the md~lsLry 
these sul:plus labourer:n be faced with the problem ~resen~ employ~d. 
on such a scale mi ht and moreover the existonc f what to do wtth 
world, but also in ~~ well have serious effecGs te of unemployment 
quences should, in t~ee s~l~:re of ,law and order. ';~e:~lhT on_thc labour 

~ whether or not to 1 mbor a view, be bor . ?robable cause-
bound to lead in t:p~ Y to plantation il1.bour a s;e t m mmd in deciding 

, ' o ong run, to greater regi s e~ which was almost 
• mentation. 

• Indtan Factories Act 193 . ' , 
bon of "O a· • 4, Sechon 47 . 0 , . r mary Rate of Pa ,, D . verhrhe a d I . 
mterpretation of the tel'm .c,o Y _.- oubt arose rogardinn nterpreht~ 
calculating overtime under rd:nary rate of pay" fo g the correct 
:uestion raised was whether ,,s;:~?," 4:, of the ~actories r}ho Purpose of 
P~Ch!de~ as "wa~es" for the or Dearness Allowa ct,, 1934-. Tho 

:purvose of the S~cti~nl. Then~o should bo 
Faytot·ies .Act 
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did not contain any definition of \Yages or ordinary rate of pay, but 
in the opinion of the Gov(Hnment of India oxvressed in the February 
issue of the .lncliml Labour Gazette, dearness allowance or war allowance 
should be treated as part of the "ordinary rate of rmy" for the pUl'l)OSe 
of calcuhtting overtime pay under Section 47 of tho Fclctories Act. 

The Chamber, in disagreement with t.his interpretation of the GovernR 
ment of India, referred the matter to the Associated Chambers of 
CommerCA of Indit~ who advised the De1mrtment of Labour, Govel·nment 

· of India, that industrial employers did not accept this "ex pu-rte" inter
pretation, namely, that dearness or· war allowance should be treated as 
part of "ordinary rate of pay" for tho purpose of calculating overtime 
pay under Section 47 of tho Factories Act 1934 and that until the matter 
was otherwise decided by a competent col!l"t, they held and would act 
upon, the \'iew that an employee's ordinary rato of pay did not 
include omergencY allowances or other emoluments which were temporary 

in nature and not based upon the o.c~ualrate of pay. 

Continuation of Adjudication Machinery under Rule 81A of the 
Defence of India Rules.-Rule 81A of the Defence of Indio\ Rules, 
of which liberal use was made by both the Central und Provincial 
Governments, expired on the 30th September 1946. As it was then 
difficult to know when the next session of the Central Legislature would 
be convened, some temporary legislative measure hu,d to be enacted 
moan while. Accordingly, the Central Government issued an Ordinance 

which contained subAtanLialy all the p'rovisi?ns of Rule 8-lA of the 
Defence of India Rules, oxceiJt that the executive authority under the 
Ordinance would vest in the Oont1·al or ther approprii:tte Provincial 
Government accOl"ding as the dispute fell within the Central or tho 

Provincial sphere. 

The Ordii}[l.nce would be in fotCe fol' a period o-f six mOJiths from its 
promulgu.tion and beforo the expiry of tho..~ period permanent legislatiort 

was expected to be enacted. 

The Chamber circulated o. coPY of tho Ord.iriance for the informatloti 

o£ members on 21st Octobel' 194G. 

Standing Labour Committee : Reguiation of ConditionS oE E:mplO}'

tnertt in Business Houses and Commercial UndertakingS in Urban 
Areas.-A memorandum by tho Government of Indla on ~he Rogulation 
of Cop.<\itions of Employment otc. in Business Houses <\nd Commercial 
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Undertakings in Urban ~reas, which was placed on the agenda of the 
Ninth Meeting of the St!Lnding Labour Committee, \vns 
the Chamber. considered by 

By accepting in1940 the Bengal Shops and Establishments Act 
the ?hnmber had already approved of the principles of the legislatiOI~ 
outh~ed ~Y ~he Centm.l Government in their memorandum. While 
agreemg 1n gen:ral WI~h tho expression of views in ~he note tho 
Chamber felt ~bilged to advise the Calcutta delegate 011 the Standing 
Labour Oommlttee of certain fundamental and important differences 
b~tw_een _the ~engal Act and the proposed Central Legislation to guldo 
him Ill 1ns attitude to\vards the proposed legislation. 

Welfare Trust Funds for Industrial Em lo e . 
Chamber were invited 011 . P Y es.-The VIews of .the 
G b a Clrcular letter addressed to all provincial 
over~ments y the Government of India, Department of .Labour 

proposmg comprehensive amendments to the Fact .· . . ' 
employers to set up Welfare Funds for the Olios ~ct requ.mng 
number of welfare schemes for their , purpose of mtroducmg a 
that the funds might be expended on th w~r~el s: Government suggested 

• 0 0 owmg appropriate objects:-

(a) Education of the workers and their dependents. 

(b) Health of tho workers and th . d d ' etr epeu ents . 

(c) Recreation and entertainment f . , ·k ' . 

(cl) Other general amenities; and 
or \\ 01 ers and then· dependents; 

{e) Administratio~ of the '!'rust Fund. 

Tho Ohambet• was opposed to tho Go , 
em-ployers should set up ·welfare Funds of vetnment . Proposal that 
education, health and other general ameuit,·es tho type VIsualised for the 
dependents, of the workers and their 

1t was strongly fe1t that educat' d 
tesponsibility of Govemment and ~~n tau health wore primarily the 
burden for such purposes to industry a ~;~ transfer o~ the financial 
existing industries and tho developme ~auf lave. a detrimental effect 011 
of legislative compulsion ,vas ina.ppro~ri 0t n.ew Industries, The threat 
tioll for compelling employers to in,stitu: 8 ~~n~e there was no jusWica~ 
most if not all of whom, and at any rate :n t: far~ Fund~ especially as 
already spending considerable sums of mane _ 8 Piogresswo firms, were 
0 th · . Y on \Yelfa · d .. 

ll e whole It was comudered that legislation wo - 18 an amenttlOS. 
uld have the effect 
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of restricting welfare schemes to defined purposes without giving 
employers sufficient latitude, thereby discourp.ging th~ vohmttl-ry efforts 
of all progressive employers, 

In the Chamber's opinion the time seemed inopportune t.o conEider 
or int.roduce such a scheme when the reactions of the various welfare 
measmes alTeady passed were still to be assessed and the considerations 
of the liege C01~1mittoo had not yet appeared, and [l.llY attempt on 
Government's pon·t to define which particular uspoct of labour \Yelfaro 
should recoivo omployors attention and tho manner in which funds for 
the purpose should be disbursed were considered quito pro mature. 

Relatively speaking \Yelfare measures did serve to promote the 
well being and productive efficiency of workers-and apart from what 
was primarily state responsibility-certain of theRe measures might 
consequently bo regarded as a legit.imate and direct charge on the fruits 
of indus~ry or the firms who had benefited. From time to time, however, 
experience showed that stages or optima we1·e reache"d beyond which it 
was uneconomic to incn:mse expenditure on \Yelfare until the productive 
efficiency of labour improved' or until profits were either maintained or 
increased. The gonera.l experience at present was that labour in India 
was not giving tho ''quid pro quo" of increased productivity r.;.nd the 
Chamber's view was that untll the eillcienc:y of labour here equalled 
approximately tho le\~el of efficiency in other countries they 
had no claim to benefits similar to those enjoyed by labour in those 

countries, 

Certain employers, snch as stevedore.s, might not always be in a 
position to contribute consistently to Welfare Funds owing to inter
mitte11t \YOrk, the employment of seasonal and casual labour, ancl 
consequently fluctuating profits, which vmuld limit the usofnlncss of 
the scheme and might possibly also lead to trouble with labour. 

On the other hand and according to the experience of the Chamber, 
labour preferred and approcia.ted money 'yages which they could spend 
in any way they pleased, and the setting Ull of Welfare Funds might 
easily tend to cut across tho present tendencY tmvards awarding 

increased wages and bonuses. 

In particular and quite apar.t from- the question of responsibil,ity 
there were difficulties which combmed to make the pnrposos of educatwn 
and health under tho proposed scheme so '-'n~ttrndive to employe1's, 

I 



72 

Educatlon-Administored by so many trusCs tl1e education 
system would become chaotic and co~ordination would become an 
impossible task. Not only would a mixed labour force necessitate two 
or more schools 11t each factory with prohibitive initial and running 
expenses to employers but differences of opinion on the Boards of 
Management between workers' and employers' representatives might 
lead' to strikes, and moreover most -firms would find that their manage. 
ment and staff were too fully occupied to devote tho necessary time on 
the Boards of_ Administration. 

Health-Larger staffs of doctors would be required if medicrd 

benefits were Go be extended to dependents of workers in their houses. 
The problem of flnding the necessary ·number of. doctors aside, the 

health objective in the proposed scheme seemed to the Chamber quite 
superfluous in view of the Government's larger fl.nd wider proposals 
for national health insuranco legislation, 

Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946.-The Indus· 
trial Employment (Standing. Orders) Ach .1~46, which came into effect 
·on 23rd April 1946, applied to a wide range of individual enterpriseR. 
including factories, railways, mills, quarries or oil fields, plantations, 
inland steamer vessels, docks, wharves or jetties, and tramway or motor 
m:nnibus services, where a hnndred or more workmen were employed 
in any day of the twelYe months ·preceding the 23rd April 1946. The 
Act would be administered in the case of federal ro.ilways, major ports, 
mines and oil~fialds by the Central Gover1;1ment and in all other cases 
by the Provincia.} Government concerned. 

Its mllin provision was to require the owner of the establishment to 
submit, within six months from the date on which the Act became 
applicable, copios of draft Standing Orders prepated by him for adoption 
in his establishment and relating to the terms of service governing the 
employment of the workers there. 

The Govornnlent of Bengal's Rules were published and issued to 
members by the Chamber in Circular No. 169-1946 on 5th November. 
No Model Standing Orders were appended to the Rules made by the 
Government of Bengn.J, but lttter the Govermnont of India published 
Rules to which they appended Model Standing Orders. The Govern~ 
ment of India Rules and Orders, \Yhich appeared in the Gazette of Indict 
on October 15th, were applicable only to industrial establishments under 
the Oentr!!-l Government, federal r!!-ilways, major -ports, mines and oil~ 
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di An other esto.bllshments we1•e govemed :fiolds throughout British In a,, 4 

by the Provincial Rules. 

• (S d Amendment) BilL-The Factories (Second 
The Factories econ p vincial Govern-

Amendment) Bill, 1946, .was .. ~ram:~e;~e~o f:~~;~;cis reomployi:lg more 

ments to make rules Ie~:l:n:'l.~lto~ns in confoTmity with prescribed 
thn.n 250 persons to se.t l omission in the Fu.ct.orios (Amenclmont) 
standards and (b)-to rectify an. . . sonal and non-seu,sonal 
Act, 1946. regarding ~·he workmg hours m sea 

ft1.ctorios. 

. tho Bill which would be 
- . The Chambor, while not generally OPl~OStl~g next Budget Session, 
introduced in the Ccntrttl Assemb:y .a { , 1; ttemptin..,. to cotnpcl 
registered its objection to t.he Pl'lllClP e o s :xperienc: had shown 

employers to set up elaborate food cante·~~s ra desi.red by the employees 
that in many cases such can~eens ~vere not le 
nor patronised by them when provtded. 

l ent and Unemployment Statistics in 
Colle-ction of Emp oym . F the purpose of post-war 

Establishments other than Factortes.-l ~ment and unemployment in 
development and planning, figures o emp o . I nd trading concern:'! 

t ffi and all commercm a 
factories, Governmen o ce·~ment< of India and tho Provincial Govo~·n-
were required by tho Govm Commissioner hu.d been entrnstod wlth 
ments. In Benga,: . tho Labour r statistics from all trading concerns, 
the task of col\ectmg the ,lecessa J. all fu.ctories registered under the 
shops and establishments, oxclu mg 'b'lit~' of the Chief IIls~ector of 
Factories Act which wore the responst l 

Factories. 

Chamber wa£'1 invited by the Labour 
The co-operation. of tbe the Chamber circ.ulated all members and 

Commissioner. On ~ts beh~~ them to assist the Commissioner to tl~e
associate members Ieqt~eshii~tialretmns of all persons employed m 
full by rendering to hm~ than factories, together with f:ignrAs for. the 
their establishments otherMarch 1946. 'fhese returns were reqnn·ed 
months of Ju.nuarY to would be submitted for each month by the 
l'egularly theroafte~· u.nd th. Particulars on the offioio,l forms covere~ 
15th of the succeedmg; mo~vhether officers, c.lorks or other ~t,n.ff such as 
all personnel employed, ·dless of salary or rnnk. J.he figures 
durwans, peons or la!Jonr.er~:~::l~:voul,d exclude those give~·to tho Chie~ 
sent to the Labour ?ommts~ 8 employed in f(l.ctories ngtsterod undel 
Inspector of Factones for person 

the F(l.ctories Act, 
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Control of Development and L . 
Calcutta.-The Chamber was askecl hocation ?f lnduslries in Greater 
Bengal, in May for suggestio . y. the Ohtef Inspector of .Factorif,~ 
which could he adopted. dns ,concermng the or•ganisa.tion nnd motJwd' 

ld b m or eJ to colleot and o 11 t . f s . 
wou e useful to assist industrial . , o ~ e m ·ormation which 
plallts and in the ·probl f iBts m tho choice and location of new 
Greater O~Jcutta Hl'en. ems o industrial de\reJopment generalJy in the 

The OhttmlHn, being of ihe .. 
primarily one for a P!·ovincial Pos~:-;u~n that. tho subject raised Wng 

by an export staff of planners, COJlfial PI~nmng Committee I:'Upported 
general comments for the guid f ned ttself to making only n. few 
for the Jllanning of Greater Ca~lcet~ whoever was ultimately responsible 
thu.tj either through the Ch a ~u a, T~e Chamber t~;.snmed howeYer 
would ko · am er 01· dtreotl~· tJ 1 . 

ep In clo.::e touch with tile in . ' 16 P an~nng autbority 
ttff'i!c~cd While tbe surveys ~nd t] . dustn:tl or commel•cial intr.nost~ 

11J dl aft schemes W?re being prepared, 

From the transport angle the 
of planning a road system for G c;Hlmber emphasised the importanctl 
the pln.n,. linking it up with therea er Ca_Ion~ta. to form the skolet.on of 
sratem of the rest of the country. otl~er drstrict plans and the transport f ~n for the district was the ' ~; stressed how fundamcntnl to anv 
a whether it was intended t nee( or a Government decision on eithe-r 

canal from K'dd 0 proceed with tl it , l erporo to Diamond R ·b lo construction of a ship 
TlOI\as :~rth whUe &nd possible to est:~/~r or alt_ornatively (b) 'vhether 

\l.:t''ilr \l sea, • Is anoLher port On the Hooghly 

Improvement of the . . 
desirable and · . ex,stmg slum industri 1 
of ~hose area~ ~~ strosst.ng this, the Cham her reco.: areas was highlr 
of the f t worker a dwollings and tl . mended the clearance 

ac ory areas to ne . leir removal to th . . 
develop o.l 1 w Bites where h lth' e per1phenes 
be mixed :ngi panned lines. While the n:: Ier con:munitie.s could 
them in or~ n tthe fn:tory areas, they should c:tn_mumties should not 
journeys to e~ f o avotd the fatigue and Wa t e ~~ close proximity to 

an rom work. s e of time caused by long 

Similarly, establishecf industri . 
was congestion, factories r es should be re-planned 
elsewhere on su't bl . .Ike homes should he · Whore there 
be prevented f I a e sit:s. New factories and rern~ved and settled 
directed to fr ~om entermg the old crowded d' ~e.w Industries should 
11Qt allowed t:sde:~oas!whero their layout wasp~: nets and should be 

0 op lnphaznrdly-, nned and they wore 
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i(anchrapara Development Project : Setting up of an Advisory 
Committee for Allocation of Sites to Industrial Concerns.-In connec
tiori with their Kanchra.para Area Development Scheme, the Government 
of Bengal decided to set. up an Advisory Committee for the purpose of 
considering and tendering its advice on all applic~ti.ons for the <~.llotment 
of sites to individual industritd concerns, and invited the Chamber to 

appoint a reprosontntive to tho Committee. 

The Kanchrnpara District. which is approximately 22 sq. miles in 
area was occupied during the Wfll' by tho American Army for use as a 
stores and ammunition depot, hospital and billets. It was taken over 
by tbe Government of Bengal for furtl1er rlevelopment to accomodate (tl) 
11 modern hospital anrl t~dequo.to accommodation for hospital staff1 (b) a 
nlodern residential n.roa for middle class po01)le, (c) land for agricuttural 
development, (d) a site for tho prop'oscd Central Government locomotive 
construction works together with adequate a,ccommodation £o'r workers 
and their familiBs and (e) a si~c for modern industries. The proposed 
Advisory Committee for tho alloc.ation of industrial sites is with 
reference to item (e) and the si~e is to be developed on lines similai" 
to those of VVelwyn Garden City, Trafford Park, Slo11gh, Port Sunlight 

etc. in the U.K. 

Mr. A. j. ElkinS, U.Bjc,, of Messrs. Giilan(lers Arbuthnot &. Cd. 
ho.s ·been appointed as tho Chnmber's representath•e on the Advisory 

Committee. 

Utilisation of Industrial Research.-Notes of a zton-~echnica,l 
nature on (/) the manufacture of sintorerl glass fitters and mosquito 
repellent cream and (i£} the utilisation · of Nim oil and its bit~cr 
constituents (Nimbidi.n Se1·iesl in the Pharmaceutical Industry, prepared 
by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, wore sent to the 
Chamber for information. Those interested in the commercial exploita
tion of these processes should apply for a loaM of each process sepo.rately 

to the Council of Scientific and Industrinl Research. 

Indian Coalfields Committee.~Tho ap}wintment of the' Indian Coal
fields Coiumit~ee was announced· in tho Pross on 7th December 1945. 
Its teTms of refer(Once dealt with a number of most important consider
ations affecting the mi11tng of Indian coal, from the conservatiOn of coal, 
the fragmentation of holdings, to the opening of new fields 1 n.nd other 
essential problen1s. A revieW of tho recommendations ~f previous 

Enquhy Committees was included, 
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. For. the purpose of eliciting opinion the Indian Coalfi ld 0 , 
Issued m Februarv 1946 tw q t' . 8 s OlllJmttee 
industry and thos~ in a po -~t' ue: ·to~naues_ for the attention of tho 
within the Committee's to· .':I fwnf o grve evidence on points coming 

l ms o re erence. 

The qnes.tionnaires beiJJg mainly technical 
addressed prrmari!y to the coal ind t and to that extent 
attention initially to the section f us ry tho Chamber nonfined its 
with constitutional m tt ·h . o .t~e second questionnaire dealing 
it was considered \.e;s ~,. ere oprmon was requested on {1) whether 
responsibility hetwe:: r;hac Cory t that there should be a division of 

e en re and tho Pro~·· h 
emergency powers and (2) tho advisabilit 1: mces on t c lapse of 
e~acting legh•lation to vest in itself the y of ~he C.entral Go~ernment 
mineral development and to control p~wer ~o logulate mmos and 
coal. the pxoduct10n and distribution of 

On tbe first of these Quest' n tl 
O'pinion that any div' . f IO s, le Chamber was strongly of the 
Provinces in respect 1~1~: o resiJOns~billty betwefln the Centre and 
be satisfactory. and s?~ ~t natural nnneral wealth of India could not 

should be treat~d on a~U:~ ~ ;~s :el~ that the development of minerals 
that the Central G . - n Ht asJs, the Chamber supported the vie\V' 
power to regulate :vemmdent. should enact legislation to vest in itself 

. mmes an mmeral development. 

The Ohahlber was not Pl'epared to adm't 
a.ny n:ce~sity for permanent Government 1 at present that there was 
a.nd_ distribution of coal but 'f control over the production 
fell Within the Provi~cial ls~~s appe;red to bo the case, these subjects 

legislatio_n to appropriate theme:: i~s:l~s\lthe Centre took action by 
such le~lslati~n should be undertaken 'rat;e ?hamber considered that 

:::t::tmg un~late:ral action by individual ~:~v:rom ~be view-point of 
than Wltb any intention that tl 0 mces m this important 

towards permanent control of th dle .entre should take active steps 
e pro uctwn and distribution of coal. 

Ch As regard~ the secotld of the two Qttestio . , 
amber was Ill agreement with the ro ns IUentlOned above, the 

~enttral Government Department deal~ngil~~:hth~lt there should be onEi 
o h.e coal industry, and considered that mi a questions 'Pertaining 
con~htute a separa,te portfolio of Government nerals and tnines should 
India to Qe i~cluded in this portfolio. , the Geological Survey of 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Decimalisation of Weights and Measures.-The Central· Govel'n
ment have under consideration the neea for introducing some measure 
of order into· the chaotic number o.nd nomenclature of \Veights and 
measures in use in this countl·y ancl whethor simultaneously with the 
proposals fOl· the decimalisation of the coinage, an endeaVOUl' sl10uld be 
made to decimaliso weights and measures also. The Chamber's views 
were requested on (a) whether tho metric system \VOuld be preferred or 
(b) which of the existing weights should be adopted !LS the unit with 

suggested multiples and suh-divisions. 

The Chamber, after consulting a large range of con1met·cial and 
industrial interests, informed the Government that while agreeing that 
it would ultimately be desirable to have the sub-division of weights and 
measures on a decimal basis, the Chamber strongly advooo,ted standardisa
tion and the adequate enforcement of the stan.dards a.s the first pre
requisite. YVHh some reluctance because of the nn.tnral appeal of the 
decimalised system to trade and commerce, tho Chamber was forced to 
the conclusion t.hat under present conditions the metric system or a 
wholly decimalised basis of Indi.an weights and measures was beyond the 
adaptability of the country at one step. Tho Chamber's view accordingly 
was that action for the time being sl1ould be restricted to the s~andardisrr
tion of weights on the basis of the maund of 80 lbs., which -would not 
preclude decimalisation at a later stage, and of the British measure~ 
which already had wide currency in India. 

Indian Standards lnstitution.-In the Report for 1.945 mention \Vas 
made of the observations offered by the Chamber on the scheme for a 

proposed Indian Startdards Institution. 

Tho Indian Standards Institution ca,mo into being during the year 
unde1' review, and in token of support, the Chamber became n Sustaining 
Member of it on the basis of an annual subsc!'iiJtion of Rs. 250/ .. 

1l'he Associated Chambers of Commerce of India nro represented on 
the General Council of the Institution by Mr. C • • T. L. Stokoe of Messrs 

Bird & Co., Lahore. 

Molasses.-Tbe Chamber was informed that the Bihar Government 
had decided to stop supplying molassos to Bengal in 1947 and that the 
Government of the United Provinces had advised the Bengal distilleries 

I l 
l' .ii 

I 
l 
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that molasses_could only be SU!Jplied to them henceforth from the tjp 

~etre gauge.~nstead o: fro1~1 the usual broad gauge line with the exce~t~ 
wn of o~e nu.l producmg from the broad gauge line. The curtailment 
of supplies from the U.P. which the reVersion fr"Qm the broad ga uf}'e to 
the U.P. metro gauge would inevitably mean and the stoppage from Bihar 
would not only gravely affect tho distilling industry in Bengal wl. h 
had for years dra_wn the most of its requirements of molasses frot~ B~l~:r 
and tOe ~.P. owm_g to the shortage in Bengal, but would have adver<~e 
re:l~rcussiO~s on the Bengal pbarrnaceu~ical trade conemming rectifi;d 
sptnt and the shellac, paint, varnish and shoe indu t , t 1_. 
spirit prepar_ed by the Bengal distilleTies. , s rles a ~Hlg det:~ntnred 

. In the interests of the Beng.il industries affected tho Cham bur u d 
the Government of Bengal (a) to press the Bihar Government to m~;:t 
least a quota of molasses to Bengal if 1 g 
I?i\int8.ined and (b) to request the U.P. Go~~~:;cn~u[pl~ could ~ot be 
~engal from the broad gauge line. O give molasses to 

The matter is at present receiving the consideration of the G:l\rorn 
rnent of Bengal who have addressed the B'h . · d Up ' · 
the subject. 1 ai an · · Governments on 

Petrol Rationing.-'l'he Associated Chamh , , 
4rew the at~ention _of the Govern men~ 815 of Cnnnll.et'ce .of In~uL 
f_elt by _the commerc' 1 d . d . to. tho general drssat1sfact10n 

la an In ustrtal 111terest · I d' 
continuance of the system of petrol rationin ~ , ln _n la a~ the 
restrictive effect on their development and ~ which ~a-s havmg o. 
Now that the petrol consump~ion of the Servic re_constructiOn schemes. 
~rently reduced the Association considered t~l:t·must surely have been 
"\~hy the Provincial quotas and the restricted su I there was no reason 
to essential commercial and industrial conce.rn pp ementa:y a~lovmnces 
substantially, even if rationing w t"ll t · : should no~ be_ mcreased 

as 8 L o contmue. 

. The Government in reply stated that th 
e~d of :pet:ol rationing, bub that the positio~y were _anltious to see tho 
Wide . requuements which necessitated a stric w~s. go_verned by world~ 
supplies available: the position Was complicat t uhomng of the limited 
~~on and until suc11 time as more dollars weed by, currency considera
bttl~ easing of the petrol position in th re.av-r1llab\o. there could be 
Indw.. 8 sterhng area, which included 

RMently- llt•ogl•es'sl.fe .ln~rMses l.n the . . ~ • 
were e.nnounced, and the Ttan~ ·t D Provmctll.~ _and State quotas 
W9\ll9 be unnecessary nfte~ Aug~~:11947.ePartntent hoped that l'ationing 
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Language Studies.-In the Repor~ for 1945 reference was made to 
t'wo separate though inter-connected projects for t;he improvement of 
the cultural and practical knowledge of India on the part of thoso taking 
up appointments in this country. The first, emanating from the 
Scarborough Commission, wns the inaugurEttion of special courses of 
instruction in London by the School of Ol'ientftl and African Studies 
and the second was the proposed establishment of language claf'!ses in 
Calcutta where men could start such studios or continue thoso begun in 
London prio1• to their coming out to India. Both schemes, it will be 
recalled, met with a cordial reception when members "\Vere consulted on 

them in A11gust 1945. 

The Chamber Committee carly in 194() discussed these matters with 
the Examiner in L<:tnguages, G.H.Q. India, who had had the advantage 
of recent personal contacts with the Director of the School of Oriental 
and African Studies in London. Ho strongly commended participation 
in the London scheme and offered to place his advice and experience at 
the disposal of tho Chamber in organising language classes in Calcutta. 

(a) In consequence of these discussions, the Chamber Committee 
endorsed their previous recomQ1cnda.tion !;hat, where the need for quick 
recruitment from the United Kingdom did not rule out such a course, 
members should give their fullest support to the short courses organised 

. by the School of Oriental and African Studies. They brought to the 
attention of me1~bers in this connection an appeal issued by the India-
Burma Association with reference to the course commencing in London: 
at the end of April and asked for an ifl:dication, where it was possible to 
give one, of tho numbers likely to bo interested in a furthel' course 

starting in September/October 1946. 

(b) As regards the proposed Calcutta Lg,nguage classes, an 
approximate idea of the likoly number of en trios was sought to enable 
tho Chamber Committee to consider the appointment of a Senior Tutor 
who would drnw up a complete scheme, syllabus and study schedule. 
The 1·esponse from members afforded sufficient evidence of support to 
justify the Chamber l_)roceeding with tho scheme. Some delay was 
experienced in obtaining the services of a suitable Senior Tutor but on 
the recommendation of the Adviser in Languages, G.H.Q., a satisfactory 
apl_lointment was mnde. Two 'Assistant Tutors wore snbsquently 
appointed and after the necessary books were obtained a preliminary 
series of courses of four months duration for men only was arranged ; 
the class in Colloquial Hindustani .for o.ssistants in jute mills and 
workshops for Which there \vere fourteen students, and the classes in 



( .80 .l 

Lower Hindustani for which there woro thirty~ nino students, commEmced 
on tho 14th October 1946; on the 28th October a class in Lower. Ben gall 
With eight studonts started. Owing to insufficient entries it was not 
possible to illclude in this course classes in Higher Hindustani and 
Higher Bengali but rr further opportunity is being afforded when the 
second course opens on 3rd February 1947, 

Progress and attendance are repo1:ted to'be good, and it is anticipated 
that candidates will bo rea.dy to sit tho first of the o:J\;aminations towards 

the end of March 1947, 

A second series of courses commenced on 3rd F.obruary 1947 with 
an encouraging number of entries. 

Overseas Visitors to London : Honorary Membership of the 
London Chamber of Commerce.-The easier travel facilities \Yhich 
make it possible again for businesB men from overs:eas to visit London 
inore freely prompted the London Chamber of Commerce to reintroduce 
the offer of Jwnorary membership to members of British Chambers of 
Commerce visiting the United Kingdom. 

Honoranr memben: are entitled to the use of the information de1xnt· 
ments,'tbe members' r0om, telephone and library. They may also be 
invited to attend meetings of sections in which they are inte1·ested, and 
a copy of the Chamber of Commerce Journal will be sent to them 
during their stay, 

This facility has been extended to members of ~he Bengal Chamber 
and the Secretary has been giveJJ cards of introduction for those desirous 
of taking advantage of the privilege. 

Claims for Riot Damages.-The Chamber, in support of the 
representations made by the CalcutCa Trades A~sociation, requested 
from the- Government of Bengal a deClaration of pollcy in the matter of 
compensation for losses sustained by the trading and commercial public 
during the disturbances which took place in Calcutta and in 
the surrounding districts in February l 946. 1'he Chamber expressed 
disappointment o,t the absence of action by tho Government appropriate 
to such 'circm~s~ances, viz. tho issue of a Proclama~ion under Section 
15 of tho Police Ac~. 1861~ appointing a. Special Oflicer to consider 
claims, and in th~s connection drew attention to the prompC action 
taken by the Govel'mnen~ of Bombay to direct that all claims for 
compensation resulting from the Bombay riots should be submitted to 
the Chief Presidency .Magistrate of Bombay, -

( at ) 

The Government of Bengal, while they a~1·eed that awards of 
compemmtion.conld be made by Magistrates against the inhabitants in 
gene1·ul or a particular section of them undet• Section l5A of the lndian 
Police Act 1 18611 disclaimed nlt legal liability J-o pay compensation in 
this case in view of the absonce of a Proclamation issued and in forco 
when the riotR were committed, and pointed out tlmt a Proclamation 
made after tho disturb"'nces could have no retx·ospective effect.. 

During tho August Riots a I'roclamation under Section 15 of the 
Police Act was issued. It made provision for the award of 
rehabilitation grants to those who had suffered during the riots. This 
Proclamation !lid not cover the FebntM;V' riots however. where the 
position stilll'emains unsatisfQ,otory. 

Vendor Nuisance in Calcutta Business Area.-ComplaintE were 
received by the Chamber from time to time of the nuisance caused 
by the s~reet v-endors in the Clive Stt·eet area) and s~:wero.l times the 
Chamber approached the Police to take action, pointing out 
thaC not only is the noise made by theso vendors of annoy!O\nOe t.o ~hose 
working in adjacent offices, but tho extent to whioh their wares were 
allowed to occupy the pavements tended to obstruct the passag:e of 
pedestrians and to re~ult in layers qf filtb. q,)ld lit~er, 

The Police had always beon good onough to answer the appeals 
of the Chamber and to romove.the hawkers; but the recurring tendency 
and persistence· of this nuiEa.nce would appear bo 1·equirc more drastic 
measures to defoat it than were being adopted. In May the question 
was raised at a meeting of the Calcutta Corporation, when tho · 
Corpor~tion and the Police agroed to tn.lHl immediate action \Vhich it 
was hopod would lead to a more lasting improvement. Following- this 
action t]1e1·e was a markod improvement in the llOsition-which h&s 

since, however, again greatly deteriorated. 

Department of Industries & Supplies, Electrical Development 
Directorate.-'J'he Development Direc~orato of Electrical Enginee~ing 
which assumed the functions of the late Directorate of Elcctncal 
Engineering, D.G.M.P., was as· an essential step in ass.isting bl.lo ex~an
sion and consolidation of the electrical industry collecting partlculais of 
all the important n;mnufaotures of olectrical stores in :ndia. Many of 
these were already on record with the pevolopment Du·octor~te but to 
ensure that nil important manufactures wore included, tho Directorate 
(l.~k:eO. the Chamber for the n[\.-mes and, address~s etc.! of all-the fi:rm~:> 
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known to the Chamber who manufactured electric fans, lamps, battories, 
dry cells, motors and generators, transformers, insulating nu\.t(nirrls, 
cables and wires, component pads of radio receivers and transmitters, 

electrical domestic appliances ~mch as heaters, kettles1 stoves etc,, n,nd 
any other electrical goods not enumerated here. 

The Chamber asked all members who were manufacturers of e]ec~ 
trioal stores to advise the DeYeloment Ofiicer (Electrical) direct at the 
Department of Industries & Supplies, Electrical Development Directorate, 
Shahjahan Eoq.d 1 Now Delhi, 

Visit of Australian Industrialists to India.-M embers of the 
Australian Industrial Delegation to India, who recently toul'od India 
a.t tho invitation of tbe Government of India. for the purpose of develop
ing and· fostering industrial contacts and commercial relations met 
representatives of the Chambers of Commerce in Calcutta on \Vednesd[l.y, 
lHh December, to discuss the gene1·al promotion of trado betwoon tho 
two countries. The Bengal Chamber \Yas represented R.t tl1e meeting 
by the President and Vice·President. 

~nformal opDortunities of meeting the Delegation Wei'e also given 
to those members of the Chamber who had intimated a desire to discuss 
with them individ1,1al points 9f business, 

British Empire Exhibition at Sydney.~..A British Empil'c Exhibition 
will be-held at Sydney from 31st Murch to 9th Aprill947. The Govern
ment of India has been allotted an area of 4350 square feet in the Main 
Exhibition hall and plans are being prepared for the construction of two 
attractb;e pavilions for 'displaying the exhibits colle0 ted from India, 
1'be Chamber has been asked to advise those of its members w·ho may 
be interes~ed that a list of the representative exhibits which they desire 
to donate with a short description of oaoh article and Us approximate 
weight _should be submitted immediately to the Officer on Special Duty 
in charge of Ex~ibitions, Government of India, Department of Oomme1·ce, 
Commercial_ExhiPition Section. Officers of the Department of Commerce 
were proceeding on tour towards the middle of January 1947 to contact 
Chambers of Commet•ce and individual firms through them with a vieW 
to selecting exhibits. 

. Proposed Australian Gover~nnent Export Corporation.-The ques· 
twn of Government versus private enterprise trading was raised \vhen 
the M~lbourne Chamber Qf -~ommerce sought the opinion ~f the Chamber' 
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On n pi'oposal by the Australin.n Government to form a Government 
Export Corporation which would undertake the marketing of Australian 
exports throughout the ·world. 

After consult-ing trading interests here t;he Chamber replied that 
it would oppose such a scheme on two grounds-fixstly on tho general 
principle that State intervention in the field of private ·enterprise was 
to bo deprecated and secondly, that such an organisation would clash 
with existing agency cnrangements of importol's of Australian goods 
rmd would cut across the inherent right of private trading. It is undol·
stood tlwt the proposal has since beon dropped. 

Proposed Re-establishment of the Empire Marketing Board.-.A 
resolution of the Association of Chambers of Commerce of Ea,st Africa 
to the effect that "the Empire Marketing Board, which functioned so 
effectively beforq the war, Rhoulcl now be re.established with the object 
of again rendering its va!Ltabl.e- assistance to Empire trade", was being 
considered by the Federation of Chambers of Connuerco of- tbe British 
Empire. Tl1e Associuted Chambors of Commerce of India were asked 
for their vicvl's and in turn referred the matter to their constituent 
members. After consulting the export and import Associations the 
Chamber advised the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India that 
while trade and commercial interests in India did nqt apparently benefit 
from tho Board's activities while it was in existence, they would not 
oppose its re~e:::ta'blishment if other parts of the Empire wore in favour. 

Montreal .Board. of "trade : Bus~ness Con tad with Canada.-Tbe 
Montreal Board of Trade has offerd its serviceb to business interests in 
India in the fnrtherance of trade between Canada and India and in 
particular is in a position to place facilities and business contacts at the 
disposal of members of the Chamlier who carry letters of introducti'on 
With them whon they visit the Montreal District. 

Disposals Enquiry Com.iniHee.~Towards the end of the year tmder 
reviow tho Government of India appointed a small Committee, knmvn a.s 
the DisrJOsals Enquiry Committee:-

{l) To tovie\V the -pi'oble111s of the Disposals Depai*tmo11t and to 
advise whether the orga..nlsations, :Personnel, and class of 
oilic~r and staff wm·e 8.dcquate and suitable for handling 
these problems j 

I if 
I ~ 
!·1' 



( 84 ) 

Ui) to advise whether the methods of disposn.\s in thomsolves ars 
suited to prodLJCillg results which are in tho interests of the 
public, and expeditious; 

(iii) fo advise whether, in their viov>', there o.re definite indications 
of corruption ; and 

(iv) in general to suggest methods of improving the performance 
and standards. 

. The Chamber met representatives of the Disposals Enquiry Committee 
m Japnary 1947 and placed before them the exporience and views 
of mem hers !l.S ascertained by circular. 

Malaria Scheme for the Calcutta Industrial Area-The Chamber 
considered in consultation with its Industrial Associ::Lti.ons an atJti-malaria 
sc.heme for the Calcutta Industrial Area proposed and outlined by the 
Drreotor of Public Health, Bengal. 

Tho Chamber while generally commending ~he proposals as making a 
g~od start at tackling a difficult problem expressed tho hope· that the 
Dll'ector o~ .Pu~lic Health would consider developing his scheme m.ore · 
fully und gtvmg 1t a much wider scope. The Chamber n.fter making some 
det~iled criticism of the scheme, requested if and wl~en tho scheme wns 
revised 0 :1 the suggestions made thn.t the Chamber bo given a furthsr 
opportumt.y of considering it. 

f p ~rl~at~ent of Tubercula!' Etnp!oyees.-In MfL;Y 1945 the Director 
0 u ~ 10 ealth~ Bengu.l, i!IVited _members of tho- Cha.miJel; to purtici· 
pate m a sclH;~_e for the treatment of members' employees suffering 
from t~borculosts in b~ds subsidised at the rate of Rs. 3,000/- per bed in 
recogmsed 1'. B. Hosp1tnls and Sanatoria, 

On the point beiug put to th b 
Committee did not tl. k h em Y a member t.ho Chamber 
to finance or run uny u,? potol~n c.?amber ·as such. shoul~ be called u~on 
aetion among' members, the Ol~am~~;et~e, but wttl~ ~ VIeW to colleqtiVO 
interested in t-ouch with each otherS expressed,. Wtllmg~e~s to put tho so 
the Director of Public Health, Bengal.o tbat thoJ could JOtntly approach 

Tho Chamber pointed ont that on n. 11 1' 11 • 

costs be reduced, but those partici t' P.00 Ing basis not only might 
abl: assured of securing accomm~~a~~:tim the POOl would be reason~ 
u.ffiwted by tuberculosis, for any_ of theif employees 

i ss l 

The Commandos1 Benevolent Fund.--A smnll 0ommittoe \VaS 

formed in Cn,lcutto. with tho object of publicising and promotiiJg tho cuuse 
of the Commandos Benevolent Fund. created to afford some measure of 
l'Olief to those depend~tnts of deceased or wounded commandos who were 
finding it impossible to live on their meagre allowances. 

The o.ppenl, which was Hympathctically regarded by the Chamber, 
\'tas,essentially one for individuo.l response and had been addressed to 
firms and others direct. Donations were to be forwarded to Capt. A. H. 
d'A Willis, Commcndos' Benevolent Fund, C/o. MCssrs. Place Siddons & 

Gough, 6, Lyons Range, Cn.lc.utta. 

Transport for Business Women.-In view of the increasing difficnl~ 

ties of transport to and from work experienced by ladles employed in 
the business Mea, consideration wn.s given by tho Cl][Lmber to the 
possibility of- arranging for a· morning, evaning and possibly tL lunchi10ur 
bus sorvlce exclnsi1•ely for the usc of ladies, provided sufficient support 
was forthcoming. If the scheme was inaugurated a bus company an~ 
not the Olmmber would be responsible for running it \vith the .'-'upport of 
a guaranteed number of passengers at a guaranteed monthly figure. 

From the replies to a Chamber circular to mcmbo1'S requ~~ting 
information on Ia) tho· mo.st snltEi.ble routes, (b) the most appropriate 
timings and (c) the numbers likely to make use of the service, it was 

evident that a real demand existed. 

rrho Chamber is u.~ 1H'9Sent negotiating for a. tro..nsport compans to 
undertake tho orgnnisa.ti~n and running of a service under this scheme.~ 

Business Survey & Ma;l<et Reports·: (a) 'Bus/ness Sun•ey '1.__:.. 

Tho Commercial Publicity Sec~ion of the Commerce l~epartmont, 
Go\~ornmetit of India, com111enccd sending copies of. 1~s weekly 

· SurV'ey of 1n1siness co.nditions in India to the ChaJ:t!:Jor m November 
inviting suggestions for tho improvement of th.e. servtc~, cou~led \Vit~ a 
request that the Editor would welcome recewmg r.chabl.e mformn:twn 
regul£1.1·ly from the Chamber on trends a~d' pnc~s m respect of 
cowmodities constituting the main items of Indm s foreign trade. . 

The survey, which had so fa1• gone prinHHily to the Goverrt111~11t of 
India Trade Commi.ssionet's rthl'oad covered .the marko:~ of mmte:v·, 
exchange, gilt~edged, equities, gold, silver. h1des and skms, ten 1111d 

rubber. 
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The Chamber is awaiting observations on it -w·hich members 1imy 
care to make. 

(b) u Foreign i1larkets".-The Chamber was also commltod by the 
Government of India, Department of Oommerco, about the weekLy 
summary of commodity prices entitled "Foreign Markets " prepared and 
issued by the Department of Commerce in response to a desire b, 
certain commercial bodies for such information. ~ 

The Chamber stated that while some members whose requirements 
were already adequately met by existing newspapers and trade jomnals, 
felt that the Government publication would not be of much value to 
them others regarded it as fulfilling a useful purpose. The Chamber 
made a few detailed suggestions intended to increase the usefulness of 
the report to membe1·s, 

Govern~ent ol Bengal Food Advisory Committee : Chamber 
Representahon.~In June the Chamber was invited by the Government 
of ~engal to nommate a representative to the Food Advisory Committee 
wh1ch had been set up to advise the Government on matters of policy in 
regard to the procurement, storage and distribution of foodstuffs. 

Mr. R.H.?· Camp?ell of Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co. was ap ointed 
to serve on th1s Committee as the Chamber's representative. p 

Development of Food Industries.-With the object of bnildin 
a factual ~ackground the Departfnont of Food, Government of I;d~~ 
who ~re mterested .in the establishment of food industries in this 
country and the mamtenance and extensi f tl d , . 
direction made during tl -. . on ° .- 10 evelopments m tins , 

. le \\ar, Jssued a questiOnnaire. The Chamber 
was requested for Its co-operation in gaining the facts f . . " 
what the future development of tho industr sh ' or Jts vwws ~n 
tance and safeguards would be Y auld be, and what assis-

necessary for the purpose, 

~he Ohimber cit·cttlated tho questiottnaire t 't, 
those· firms interested in the production. of 0 Is member~ and asked 
would be willing and able to supply the irtfor Pro.cessed foods and \Yhcl 
to complete and return the forms d' t ma.tion and data roquestedj 
Delhi. Irec to the Department of Food, N" ew 

. Prohibition on the Import i G d 
A~ica.-The Chamber drew theo tt 00, 8 ftom the Unlon of South 

a. entton of Government to certain 
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difficulties being experienced by importers with reference to the Govern~ 
men! of India's Notification No.2-C(6)/46 dated 17th July 1946 prohihi
tipg- the import of all goods into India from South Africa. 

(a) Thenotification exempt.ed from the prohibition those goods from 
South Africa which had boon paid for wholly before tho 17th July, and 
the import of which had been specially authori~ed by the Central 
Government. In confirmation of this undorstandiiJg the Collector of 
Customs, Calcutta, stated that importers 1,yould h~:we to O.lJply for the 
requi.site authorisation to an Import Trade Controller with evidence of 
payment for the goods on or before the 17th July 1946. If the Import 
Trade Controller was sa~isfied that the full payment had actually been 
made, ho would recommend the application to the Commerce Depart~ 
ment for neces!':ary orders. 

(b) On the question of importing goods from South America which 
happened eHher because of restricted shipping or other reasons to be 
tmnshipped at Capetown "en route" to In~dia, the Collector of Customs 
afiirmed that the prohibition did not apply in this case, o.ssmDing that 
the goods were not grown, produced or manufactured in the Union of 
South Africa even though they hud been transhipped "en route" at o. 
South African port, 

MEMBERSHIP 

The following have been provisionv.lly electod to membership 
subjoot to cOnfirmation at the nex~ Annual General Meeting:-

CHAMBER MEMBERS 

1. A. P. V. Engineering Co. Ltd. 

2. Alliance Assurance Co. Ltd. 

3. Boots Pure Drug Co. (India) Ltd. 

4. British Insulated Oallenders' Cables Ltd. 

5. British Mo~a.l qorporation (India) Ltd. 

6. Century Insurance Co, Ltd. 

7. Eagle Star Insurance Co. Ltd. 

8, Employers Liability Assurance Corporation Ltd. 
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9. F. & C. Osler (India) Ltd. 

10. General Accident Fire & Life Assurance Col'poration Ltd. 

11. Greaves Cotton & Crompton Parkinson Ltd. 

12. Merz & McLellan (India). 

13. Herbertsons Ltd. 

14. London Assurance Ltd. 

15. Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society Ltd. 

16. Norwich Union Life Insurance Society, 

17. Oxford University Press. 

18. Pearl Assurance Co. Ltd. 

19. Phoenix Assurance Co. Ltd. 

20. Stewart & Co. 

21. Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

Messrs. G. & M. Fogt. Co. Ltd. 

F. & 0. Lang, 

Larsen & 'l'oubro Ld. 

The number of members of the Chamber on the 31st December 1946, 
was: Chamber members-270, Associate members-23, 
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FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS. 

Chamber.-The addition to the Capital of the Ch&mber in 1946 
amounts toRs. 41,711-9-8. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce surplus 
Roya,l Exchange Deficit 

... Rs. 53,65ri 14 2 
11,944 4 6 

Addition ... Rs. 41,7.11 9 8 

The corresponding figures for 1945 were:-
Bengal Chamber of Comm13rce Deficit ... Rs. 48,849 1 4 
Royal exchtmgo Deficit -~~ 

Deduction . .. Rs. 60,488 12 4 

The Income and Expenditure for 1945 and 1946 were as follows:-

Income:-
Members' Subscriptions 
Monthly Contributions 
Arbitration Fees 
Certificates of Origin 
Interest and Rent received less pairl for 

taxes, repahs and electric churges 
Strike Certificate Fees 
Profit on sale of Royal Exchange Res

taurant Equipment 
Profit on .revaluation of Investments 

Expenditure :
Establishment 

(a) Current 
(b) Dearness Allowance 
(c) Pensions 

P1·inting and Stationery 

g:~~~ct~~~~nt Heads (See'i'ncome and 
Expenditure Account) 

Legal Charges 
Prices Current · ... 
Contributi:m to Provident Fund ... 
Reserve for Income-tax on Chamber 

Revenue 
Lo~s on Sale of Food-Stuffs 

Deficit 
Surplus 

1945 1946 
Rs. 1,10,100 1.14,200 

4,08,985 5,68,101 
33,266 36,505 
6,116 10,135 

16,018 679 
80 30 

4,171 
653 5,596 

Rs. 5,74,278 7,39,525 

1945 1945 

Rs. 4,~5:290} 3,92,449 
92,579 

25,433 25,370 
10,089 12,632 
20,719 20,685 

47.629 69,893 
1,678 348 

759 365 
29,675 31,537 

34,409 33,951 
6,446 6,050 

6,23,127 6,85,869 
48,849 

53,655 

Rs. 5,74,278 7,39,525 

ii 
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Royal Exchange.-The deficit for 1946-is Rs. 11,944-4·6 against 
the deficit of Rs. 11,639-11-0 for 1945. 

Income:-

Entrance Fees 
t:3ubscriptions ... 
Sale of Telephone Ticket Books 

Expenditure:-

Rent 
Contribution to Chamber 
Establishment 
Restaurant License 
Books-and Newspapers 
Sundries 

Deficit 

CALCUTTA, 

The 14th Februury 1947. } 
J 

1945 

Rs. 42 
25,172 

435 

1946 

26,23'i 
355 

25,649 26,592 

Rs. 

12,000 
6,000 

12,626 
100 

1,418 
5,145 

37,289 
11,640 

25,649 

12,000 
6,000 

13,992 

1,536 
5,008 

38,536 
11,944 

26,592 

B. D. 'l'OWNEND, 

P1·est'dent. 

D. 0. FAIRBAIRN, 

Secretary. 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Secretarial Department-General. 

(I) Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1946. 

(2) R.evenuc Acconnt for the year ended 31st December 
1 9•16. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER 0!' 

(SEOHE'£ARIAL 

Incorporated as a Company under section 26 

BALANCE SHEET as 

CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. Rs. A. P. Rs. A. P. 

Capital Account-

Balance at 1st January 1946 5,62,668 2 0 

Add-Surplus from Income and Expenditure 
Account 53,6[15 14 2 

Less-Royal Exohange Deficit 

Liabilities-

For Expenses-

Stationery 

Commercial Education Prizes 

Electric Fans, Light, Lifts etc. 

Petty Charges 

Audit Fee 

Publication 

Telephone 

Tel(lgrams 

Subscription to Associated Chamber of Com· 
merce for India ... 

Chsrges General 

Foodstuffs (recoverabl!l) 

CurrElnt R!lpairs 

Law Charges 

P.rinting 

Motor Car EXpElnses 

Sundries 

Carried over Rs. 

6,16,324 0 2 
11,944 ·1 6 

2,205 4 0 

450 0 0 

1778 1 0 

1,094 12 6 

1,100 0 0 

304 13 0 

375 1 0 

668 0 6 

1,200 0 0 

963 9 0 

8,558 10· 0 

1,125 11 I) 

570 0 0 

205 4 0 

24·1 !J 0 

895 5 0 

64,051 0 0 

50,511 0 0 

6,04,379 11 s 

21,739 0 0 

13,540 0 0 

6,39,658 ~1., 8 

~--------
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COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEP AR'l'MEN'i'). 

of the Indian Companie11 Act 1882. 

at 31st December 1946. 

PROPER'i'Y A~D .ASSETS. 

Land No.2, Clive Street, at cost 

Royal Exchange Building at cost 
Less-Deprl:'ciation to date 

Furniture and Fitti11gs at cost to 31·12-45 
Additions during the yoar at cost 

Less-Depreciation to date 

Library and Pictures at cost 
Less-Depreciation to date 

R' A. P. 

6,02,166 12 9 
.1,3·'1,378 7 7 

----
1,'24,774 2 2 

1,403 9 0 
----
1,26,177 11 z 
1,26,077 11 2 
----

42,820 1 5 
42,720 1 5 

Standard Weights, Measures and Test Appliances 
at cost 4,571 5 0 

Loss-Depreciation to date 4,477 5 0 

Instaliation of Electric and Sanitary Works at cost .•• 
Loss-Depreciation to date 

Air Conditioning Plant at cost 
Less-Depreciation to date 

New Royal Exchange Resturant at cost 
Add-Profit on Sale 

Los~- Depreciation to 31st Dec. '45 Rs. 9,188 1 0 
Sale Procoeds , 4,2i0 13 6 

Motor Car at cost 
Less-Depreciation to dato 

Debts due to Cham1Jct (unsoourod)-

1,20,997 8 9 
1,20,897 8 9 

26,137 8 0 
17,732 12 1 

9,288 1 0 
4,170 13 6 

----
13,458 14 6 

13,458 14 6 

5,000 0 0 
4,900 0 0 

Oonsidered Good ... 4S,730 I!'. 3 
Duel by Roral Exchangn-Oontribution, Hont and 

Expenses 14,975 12 0 

Carried ovor Rs. , 

R,. A. P. 

3,11,912 8 0 

1,67,788 5 2 

100 0 0 

I 
100 0 0 'I 

li 
100 0 0 

100 0 0 

8,404 11 11 

100 0 0 

61,70S 8 3 

5,50,312 1 4 
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BENGAL CHAMBllR OF 

SECHETARIAL 

lnc:orporated as a Company under sfction 26 

BJ;LANCE SHEET as 

Rs. As. P. Rs. As. -p, 

Bronght Forward R!!. 6,:39,658 11 S 

Other Finance-

Doposits I or Arbitrntion cases 

Bengal Food RElliof Fund 

Income Tax Deductions afc Staff 

Deposit for Foodstuffs Supply 

Red Cross Appeal Fund 

Royal Exchange Deficit 

1,56,627 10 0 

826 0 0 

H,174 9 0 

6,686 0 0 

47,250 0 0 

11,944 4 6 
----- 2,35,508 7 6 
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COMMERCE, CALCUTTA 

DEPARTMENT) 

of the Indian Companies Act 1882, 

at ;JJsl D«cember 1.946. 

Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 

Brought Forward Rs. 5;~0,312 1 4 

Adnmces-

Investments in Government Securities at Market 
Valuation 

Rs. 63,600[- 3% Loan 1963/65@ Rs.l03/6{-% 65,746 8 0 

55,100/- 3% Loan 1\151/5-i@ Rs, 103{11/-% 57,13113 0 

, 88,000/· 4% Loan 1960/70@ Rs.lHi/12{% 92,600 0 {) 

Interest Accrued on Inve>Jt.mento:: 

Cash and ot.her Balances-

Unused Stamps in hand 308 14 9 

Cash wit.h Imperial Bank of India 52,343 0 5 

DRsh with ImperiRl Bank o( India, Bengal Flood 
Relief Fund 826 0 0 

Cash iu haud 

TOTAL REi. 

20,168 11 9 

2,15,478 5 0 

4,968 7 0 I 
! 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(SECRETARIAL 

IN GONE AND EXPENDITURE AGGOUN1' for the 

EXPENDITURE. Rs. As. P, lb. As. P. 

To Establishment 5,10,398 7 0 

, Municipal Tax.es 11,751 5 0 

, Current Repair~ 14,5!.16 3 Q 

, Electrio Fans, Lights, Lifts, and Pumps including 
cost of current and upkeep 16,8!56 7 0 

Loss-Re\Jei.,.cd for the use of Lights & Fnns •.• 3,514 4 0 

, Dopricirdion on Boildings 

do. on Standard Weights, Measures and 
Test npplirtllC!CS 

do. on Air Conditioning Plant 

do. on Furnitnre & Fittings 

do. on Motor Car 

, Firo InsuratJco 

, Contribution to Provident Fund 

" Printing Reports 

, Printing, General 

Less-Sundl'y Ree~:ipts 

,. Charges General 

, Petty Charges 

, Stamps 

, Telegram 

, Book-Binding 

, Govt. Gazettes etc. 

, Audit Foe 

, do. rc: Income Tax Assessment Hl46-47 

, Stationery 

... On.rried ov:or Rupeos 

15,05-i 2 8 

4G 10 1 

2,613 12 0 

1,403 9 0 

1,556 10 8 ----

7,527 4 ' 
360 7 0 

4,800 0 0 

150 0 0 

... 

1:\,342 3 0 

20,684 12 5 

1,850 0 0 

:U,537 5 0 

865 15 0 

7,165 13 ' 
1].~58 H 0 

12,656 ' 0 

2,034 3 0 

1,zzr, 5 6 

20d 1 0 

17i ' 0 

4,950 0 0 

4,5D8 H 0 

6,40,4\18 1 2 
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COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEPARTMENT) 

year ended 31st December, 19-UJ. 

INCOME. 

By Mombors' Subscriptions 

, Monthly contributions from tho Associations re
cognised by tho Chamber ... 

do. Licensed Measurers Dopt, 

do. Royal Exclmngo 

do. Indian 'l'oa Market Expansion 
Board 

do. Indian Toa Liounsitlg Com
mittflD 

do. Calcutta Liners Confol'onoo ... 

, Arbitration Fees 

, Foes [or Oortificntos o( Origin 

, Foes for Strike Oortific!ltOs 

, Interest on Invostmonts ttnd othor sourcos 

Profit on s<tlo of Royul Exchange Restaurant 
" Equipment 

, Rout of No.2 Olivo St:-eot

Royal Exohangu 

Liaonsod Measurers Department, 

Blacker & Co. 

, Indian Jute Mills Assooiation-

A{c. Priority Assistance Advisory Pnnol 3000/~ 

A/o. Cool Dump 900/-

Afo. Requisitioned Dopartment 

A{ c. Industri<tl Pool 

, Profit on revaluntion of Investments 

Carried over Rupees 

1800/-

1800/-

Rs. As. 1'. 

.j,51,106 15 0 

30,000 0 0 

6,000 0 0 

30,000 0 0 

30,000 0 0 

18,000 0 0 
----

12,000 0 0 

11,100 0 0 

;1,000 0 0 

7,500 0 0 

Rs. As, P. 

1,1-1,200 0 0 

5,68,106 15 0 

36,506 u 0 

10,136 0 0 

30 0 0 

G,7G8 s 0 

4,170 0 0 

33,GOU 0 0 

5,606 0 0 

7,7!1,214 4 (i 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(SECRETARIAL 

INOOM/iJ AND EXP/iJNDITURF: A COOUNT jo,- tlie 

EXPENDI'l'URE-(Contd.) Rs. A.B. P. Rs . .As. P. 

Brotlght forwnrd 

To Telephone Charges 

, Publications 

, Commercial Ed11oation Prizes 

6,49,4!!8 1 

2,264 13 0 

1,580 l:l 0 

225 0 (l 

, Medical Attendanoe 

, Sundry Subscriptions 

(a) Associated Chambers of Oommorco of Indi~t .. , 

I b) Indian Standards Institution 

(c) Indian Institute of Art in Industry 

(d) Eust India Clinic Ltd, (Hospit.al Scheme) 

, Lo~rll Charges 

, Provision for Taxation 

, Foodstuffs Subsidies 

, Passages 

, Prices Current 

1,200 0 0. 

250 0 0 

250 0 0 

3,200 0 0 

R75 o n 

4,900 0 0 

3-18 0 0 

33,961 2 0 

6,049 15 0 

22,492 7 8 

365 G 6 
, Motor Car Expensus 

, Motor Oar InsuraOCJo 
2,718 7 0 

"~ Tax under Rengal Finanoo Aot 1939 for 1946-47 .,, 

, Surplus for the year carried to Capitnl Account ... 

249 ' 
30 0 

53,655 14 

0 

0 

2 

TOTAL RB. 
7,79,214 4 G 

AUDITORS Rli:POR'l' TO MEMBERS, 

Ben~~ ~~~~!~~:P~f\i!~~~~cba;:cr~~~i~ef the foreg(,ing Balance sheet 0£ tho 
and Income and Expenditure .Account t\h Do?artment, as at 31st Docmnber 1D4C. 
obtained all tho infurmation and oxplan~~· e )ear ended o'!- ~hat date. We havll 
RtH':h Balanco Sheet, is properly drawn llp 8~0~= to hT··o .reqmrod and in our o}Jinion 
of tho state of tho Departments' affair · 0 ~x llhlt a true and correct view 
nnd tho explanations given to us and' as sh nccor~mg1to tho best of onr informntion 
'l'ho Balance Shoot tmd tho Income and own Y. t lo books of tho Depnrment. 
Accounts of Licensed Measures' D..,partmen~~g;~1 1;1~~eF~~d~~~nasd~0~fi~~~~cludo t.ho 

CALCUTTA, LOVELOCK & LEWES 
February 1047. Charfcrl•d A.::coun'tants, l Audit11r~, 

Reprsiered. Accouniants, 5 

0011MEHCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEP .ARTMENT), 

year ended 81st Dcicember JO:J.U. 

INCOME - (Contd.) 
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Brought torward 

1'0TAL i~s. 

Hs. As. P. Hs. As. P. 

7,71l,2H 4 6 

7,7!1,214 •1 G 
---~--- ------

H. D. TOWN END, Prcsidc,d. 

il. D, CUMBElWATCH, 
Vice-President. 

D, C. li'.AllWAIRN, 
Secretary. 

A. P. BENTHALL 
H. H. BURN 
A, .T. gLKINS 
J, :MaFARLAKE 
A. T. OHR DF.AS 
1'. F. S. WARREN 
L. 0. 'l'ASKER 

l 
~ Mrmbors of tho 
I Oommitt.co. 

J 
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SUNDRY REFERENCES 

Air Port for Calcutta. 

Air Travel in India for Civilians. 

Annual Revision of the Impor~ Tariff Schedule. 

Act: Agricultural Produce Cess, 1945: Proposed Changes in Tariff 
Classification. 

Bombay Industrial Dispu~es: Amendment of the (Bombay 
Industrial Relatiori Bill). 

Calcutta Improvement, 1911: Amendment. 

Indian Facto1·ies, 1934-Amendment Bill: Reduction of 
Vilorking Hours~ 

Madras City Municipal: Tax on Companies. 

The Pharmacy 1945. 

Bill :-The Coffee Market Expansion (Amendment), 1946. 

Indian Boilers (Amendment), 1946. 

Indian Tea Control (Amenclmcnt), 1946. 

The Insurance (Amendment), 194\i. 

Insuranco (Second Amendment), 194G. 

The Prevention of Corruption, 1946. 

Transfer of Property and Succession (Amendment), 1946. 

Bill to amend the Indian Trade Unions .Act, 1926: Oom:rmlsorY 
Recognition of Trade unions. 

Bretton Woods Agreement. 

Brokerage on Bills of Exchange. 

Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943. 

Code for Regulation of Road Transport. 

Despatch of "Smalls" from Docks and Jetties, 

Double Taxation Relief: Indian States, 
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Dis}JOsal of Surplus Government Stores. 

Drugs Control Order, 1945. 

Export Advisory Council. 

Exports to Canada. 

Exports of Raw Cotton. 

Government of India Ports ··rechnical Committee. · 

Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinance 1943. 

Hospital Benefits Scheme. 

Income 'l'ax .Assessments : Collection of Taxes from Sources in 
Burma, Malaya and other Countries in the Far East. 

Income Tax :Depreciation Allowances for Plants and machinery. 

Income Tax: Obsolescence Allowances on Buildings erected for 
business purposes on account of Government Contracts. 

Indian Institute of Art in Industry. 

Industrial Housing. 

Khoraki for Boat Crews Working Explosives and Dangerous Cargo. 

Lay Days under Salt Charters : Dis(}harge of Salt Steamers. 

Mobile Exhibition to Iran and Middle East Countries. 

Motor Traffic : Excessive Noise. 

Periodical Meetings botween Heads of Railway Administration aud 
Ropresenta~ives of Commercial Community. 

Pilfe1•age at Shalimar Goods Sheds. 

Pilferage from Spiri~s, Wine and LiqUOl' Consignments. 

Postal Deliveries in Calcutta : Zone Symbols. 

lhilway Pl'iorities for Commodities. 

Hegistra.r of Joint Stock Companies-Rehil'n to Calcutta of tho 

Office of the 
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Rules: Bengal Factories Exemption, 1946, Draft. 

Defence of India-Rule SIA :_Illegal Strike~. 

Indian Electricity, 1937: Draft Amendment. 

Security of Cargo in Calcutta Port. 

Tariff Board Enquiry. 

Termination of War (Definition):Ordinance 1946. 

Terms of .f>ayment with Supply Department, Govei·nment of Indin, 

Visit to Calcutta of Mr. It. K. Tandon-Indiau Trade Conuuis-
sioner Designate in Coylon. 

REPORT 

ROYAL EXCHANGE. 



ROYAL EXCHANGE. 
CALCUTTA. 

Report of the Committo hr tlw year ended 31st December, !946, 

THE PRESIDEr-iT AND COMMITTEE, 

BENGAL CHAMBE"R OF COMMEROE. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the provisions of Rule 7 of the Rules of the 
Royal Exchange, we have the honour to submit a report on its 
working fat• the year ended 31st December 1946 . 

. As a measure of economy, we have agajn decided to issue the 
Annual Report of the Royal Exchange this year in its present 
form, with the omission of the following appendices, copies of which 
however can be supplied to or inspected by any interested member 
at the Royal Exchange on application to the Secretary:-

1. List of members as on 31st December 1646. 

2. Royal Exchange : Rules & Bye-Laws. 

Committee.-As already announced-in Circular No.·12 RE.
the following gentlemen have been elected ~o form the Committee 
of Management for the year 1947-48 :-

(1) The President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
ex~officio. 

(2) The Vice-President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
ex-officio. 

(3) Mr. A. Oaiger~Watson (Broker) Messrs. H. D. Cart
wright & Co. 

(4) L. 0. Tasker (Banker), Chartered Bank of India, 
Australia & China. 

(5) ,, C. H. Heape (Rtock Broker), Messrs. Place Siddons 
& Gough. 

(6) , E. C. A. Miles (Exchange Broker) Messrs. Thos. 

Seth Apcar & Co. 

(7) , R. E. Birtwistle (Produce Broker) Messrs. Landalo & 

Morgan, 
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(8) Mr. H. E. F. T_u,ylor (Freight Broker) Messrs, Blacker 
& Co. 

(9 ,, R.. W. Plummer (Merchant), Messrs. Plnmmcr 
Bros & Co. 

Membership.-During tho year two· firm members ceased 
their membership: at the end of the year there were upon the 
Exchange Regi~tcr 106 firms and 6 individual members. 

Accounts.-V;'e submit a balance sheet and revenue ac·cnuht 
for the year ended the 3ls~ J?ecember 1946 audited. by Messrs, 
Lovelock & Lewes Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 
The revenue accounts again show a deficit of Rs. 11,944/- on the 
year's working. This amount has been transferred to the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce contribution account. 

The comparative figures of income ·and expenditure in 1945 and 
1946 are given below :-

Income-· 

Subscription 
Entrance Fees 

Expenditure

General charges 
Rent 

Contribution to Chamber 
Establishment 
Books and Newspapers 

1 

Telephone subscription less re-
ceived from members for me .... 

Tickets for Members 
-. Stationery 

Printing 
Stamps 

Electric Fans, Lights and Lifts ... 
Patty cbarges 
DePreciation a·n Furniture 
Restaurant Licence and Excise 
TaxeS 

1945 

Rs. 25,172 

-----
Rs. 25,172 
----

12,000 
6,000 

12,626 
_1,418 

527 
157 
176 

75 
23 

3,000 
709 

100 
---

1946 

Rs. · 26,237 

-----
Rs. 26,237 
----

12,000 
6,000 

13.992 
1,536 

587 

151 
41 
29 

3,000 
845 

----
Carried over Rs. 36,811. Hs. 38,181 

---- ----

( i07 ) 

1945 1~46 

Brought Forward Rs. 36.8;1 38,181 

Less-

Deficit transferred to Chamber .... Hs. 11,639 Rs 11,944 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 

Secretary 

Calcutta, 14th Ji'ebruaay 1047. 

----- -~--

Rs. 25,172 Rs. 26,237 
------ ----

\Ve are, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servants, 

H. D. TOWNEND, (President) 

H. D. CUMBERBATCH, 

J. H. JACOB 
L. 0. T_I\.SKER 
C. H. HEAPE 

( Vice-Prest'dent) 

E. 0. A. MILES J.11embe1's· 
R. E. BIRTWISTLE 
H. E. F. TAYLOR 
R. W. PLUMMEH 
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LIABILITIES. 

SUNDRY CREDITORS 

Sundries 

CoNTRIBUTION .AND RENT 

ROYAL 

BALANCE SBEE1' 

Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P, 

3,018 5 (} 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce from May to 
DeMmb:Jr 19J6. 

Calcutta, 1Zth Febnoary, 104'1, 

'l'OT.AL 

12,000 0 0 

~~ 

15,018 5 0 

Examined and found correct, 
Sdf- LOVELOCK & LEWES 

Chartere1l Accountants. 
Registered Acr:mmtantll. 

EXCHANGE 

as at Stsl December 1946. 

ASSE'l'S 

0UTSTANDINGS 

Subscriptions 

BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS. 

S~bscriptions paid in advance , 

FURNITURE AND FITTINGS. 

WATER COOLER 

Expenses to-date 

Less Depreciation to-date 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMEROE 

CONTRIBUTION AccOUNT 

Deficit for tho yoar 

CASH 

With Imperial Bank of India 

In hand 

S d{· D. 0~ .FAIRBAIRN 
Sccretat:y. 
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Rs. As. P. Rs. ~a. P. 

1,0!10 0 0 

1,090 0 0 

1.424 0 6 

64 1 0 

l,2!l0 0 0 

2115 15 0 

11,944 4 6 

1,488 1 6 

~---
15,018 5 0 

Rd/· H. D. TOWN END, 
, -··-Presiden'; 
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ROYAL 

REVENUE· ACCOUNT 

. EXPENDI'rURE. lls. As. P. Rs. As. P. 

To Monthly contribution to the' Bengal Chamber of 
Oommorco 

,, :Books and Newspaper~ 

, Establishment 

, Electrio Light, Fans & Lift 

, Petty Charges 

., Printing 

, Rent 

, Stationery 

, Stat:I:ps 

, Teleph?ne 

Less recoverd from members 
for uee 

OG/cutta; 12th F'ebruary, 194'1', 

942 9 0 

355 0 0 

Ex-amined-and found correct, ~ 

6,000 0 0 

1,535 12 G 

13,99115 0 

3,000 0 0 

844 10 0 

41 1 0 

12,000 0 0 

151 5 0 

29 0 0 

587 !) u 

38,181 4 6 

Sdf- LOVELOCK & LEWES 
Chartered Aceou~tants~ 

Rer;i~tarcd Accountants. 
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EXCHANGE 

for the year ended 31st Decemb<>1' J94G. 

INCOME. 

By Subscriptions 

,. B.ongal Chamber of Commerce Contribution a/c .... 

Sdf- D. 0. FAIRBAIRN, 
Secretary, 

Rs. As, P. Rs. As. P . 

26,237 0 0 

11,9H 4 G 

TOT AT 38,181 4 6 

Sd/· H. D. TOWNEND, 
President, 
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