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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Annual General Mecting

The Annual General Meeting of (he Bengal Chamber of Commerce
was held at the Royal lixchange, Caleutta, on Friday, the 25th Tebruary
1947 at 3 o’clock pan. The meeling, which was presided over by the
Hox’nui Mr. H. D. Townkxp, President of the Chamber, was addressed
by His Hxcellency Stk FREDERICK BURROWS, Governor of Bengal, A

"The following were also present :—
R. 1. A. CrArk ot ros N
M. IL\ A\V;i(.';;; Ty Messrs, LAnderson, Wright & Co.
s PG Tnosas . dssocialed Instrument  Manufaciu-
rers (Workshops) Ld.

s Ro L. de Cirazay Messrs. Atlantis (East) Ld.

. .
n £ 1 Tuonrso } ., Dallardic, Thompson &
., Axsnoy Bosi Malthews.
L P. F, CaMpBELL )

N JAINTY
v G Rany e, Balmer, Lawric & Co. L.
. 0T JeNkINs 5
» A, C. Liovp . Barry & Co.

N FARDS el
N g ks i, Bege, Dunlop & Co. Ld.
. B N. Grose w.  Bengal Chemical and Pharmacenti-

cal Works Ld.
SR

. 8. Mircunn

K. B, L. Harris
7. Carr
J. FiNpLay
A, Murng
W. Rosr

Messes, Bird & Co.

H. W, T. HAN ” Braithwaite & Co.
B (Indiay Ld.
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Mr. I'. R. Hurson
P. J. I, ParsONS

W. DaLGARNO

T. B Hossox

b, AL S, TevioTDALE -
R. N. B. Bruxy

{ . 1 R. C. Tavior

! M. HAINES

T. GonLiy

Mr. R. G. MacKrNzZIE

i .o L. O. Tasker

W. G. HexDRY

{ . AL 8, Cnusper
§ P ,» G. P, Tvsug
/ i
. : ., N, BHATTACHARIER

| G. A. Masox
.2 H o WAL Wiyt
& ,» . H.Kmp

» T B, Nnnvo
5o AL McLarex

5 T Fo ML FERGUSON

v W. J. Orance
s T Warson

J. ArrkEN

N. D. ArusTRONG
H. G. Macrngrson

W. H. Bramwrry,

A. J. BLRINS, C.R.E.
W. E. Sxipwith

H SiR Tuoyis BLOERTON, K.C.LE, ...
{
i
i

o)
)

) General dccident Fir
3

Britannia Biscuit Co. Ld. .

British India Steam Navigalion
Co. Ld,

British Melal Corporation (India)

Ld.
Burmah Oil Co. (India Trading)

Ld.

Burmah Shell Oil Storage and Dis-
tributing Co. of India Ld.

Caleutla Tramways Co. Ld.
Caleutla Port Commissioners,
Callex (India) I.d.

Chartercd Bank of India, Australia
and China.

Chloride Ilcelric Slorage Co.
{India) Ld.

Messrs, S. C. Chunder & Co.
" Thomas Cook and Son.

. Don, Watson & Co, 1d.

" Thomas Duff & Co. ILd.

Duncan Brothers & Co. Ld.

Diunlop Rubber Co. (India) Ld.

e )
v Eaglish Llectric Co, I.d.

Messrs. James Finlay & Co. Ld.

& Life Assu-
rance Corporation Ld.

General Electric Co. (India) Ld.

)
.y Messrs, Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.

Sir KENNETH NICOLSON

Mr.

"

NEIL Bropig
J. H. Warsoxn

J. BarLex

J. Lusx
A. ARTIUR

H. A. Luxs

H, G. Sang

L. LvNg

B. B. BiADURY

Sk HARRY BURN

Mr.

"

J. P. Gounka

W. B. Cauay

R. JouNsON
J. Smrson

SIR JouN BURDER

MR,

F. A. Parersox
P. F. 8. WaRREN
G. J. GARDNER

O. Laxc

R. B. Srrwarr
Jon~ Ross

D. W. LoNGATR
A. J. Euper

H. P. D. &vKES
G. Facr

R. F. B. Spunce

K. S. FrROLIKS

)

Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllic & Co.
1 Lyall, Marshall & Co.
" Glenfield & Kennedy Ld.

Graliams Trading Co.
(India) Ld.

" Guesl, Keen, Williams Ld.
W, Haworth & Co.

» W. 1. Henleys Telegraph

Works Co. Ld.
Hoare, Miller & Co. Ld.
» Holmes, Wilson & Co.

Imperial Chemical Indusiries
{India) I.d.

Indian Malleable Castings Ld.

Indian Oxygen and Acelylene
Co,

Messrs. William Jacks & Co. Ld.
Jardine, Skinner & Co.

4 Jessop & Co. ILd.
1 Kettlewell Bullen & Co.

" F, & O. Lang
" Landale & Clark Ld.

4 Landale & Morgan
B Lever Brolhers (India) Ld.

' Liverpool & London &
Globe Ins. Co. Ld.

5 Lyons (India) Ld.
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U Messrs. Maukinuo;z, Mackenzie
! & Co.

G.
W,
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H. Rowan Hobeg, ara, ...

" Macuneill & Co.

& J. Main & Co. Ld.

A,

. <. M. Mair & Co.

. McLeod & Co. Id.

" Mercantile Bank of India

" Mers & Mclcllan (Indig)

' Melal Box Co. of India Ld.

»  D. L. Millar & Co.

w . Morgan, Walker & Co.
' Mytton, Wallace & Co.
National Carbon Co. (India) Ld.

Nestle & Anglo Swi
Milke (I

Condensed

New Zealand Tnsurance Co. Id.
Northern Assurance Co. Id.

Novwich Union Life Insurance
Socicly.

Me:

. Oclavius Stecl & Co. I.d.

n.. Orr, Dignam & Co.

port) Co. Ld.

m

Ty

. D. F. ANDERSON

D. A. Remp

W. I. You~ig .

AL T Manes
H. K. JacksoN

C. M. Keppig
J. J. Viasro

D. P. Goknka
A R, Horr

1. B. Scorr

“WATERFIELD

T. B. Briey
W.TL Mackwax

A. R. MacNan

AV, J. B. WaLker
G. AL Jouxson

N. G. Sarrm
S0W. Kave
H. G. WoustRs
P. J. T'HOMAS

W. L. Corn

M. I'reyiNe
J. R. WALKER

I, . SrANTON

)
Peninsular & Oriental Steam Naw.
Co.
Messes, Pigoll Chapman & Co.
v Price, Walcrhouse, Peai
& Co.
Prudential Assurance Co. Ld.

Messrs. Ralli Brothers I.d.

1 Ramduti, Rambkissendass
Royal Ixchange Assurance Cor-
poration.

Royal Tnsurance Co. I.d.

Messrs, Shaw, 'allace & Co.
™ Sinelair, Murray & Co. 1.d.

" iS. K. F. Ball Bearing
. & Co Id.

The Statesmay Ld.

Messrs. R. Steel & Co. Ld.

" [Stewarts & Lloyds of India

' W. H., Targett & Co. Ld.
(Capital)
" J. Thomas & Co.

» John Thompson Wolver-
hampton (India) Ld.

" W. J. Walker & Co.

" Wiggine Teap & Alex Pirie
(lixporty Ld.

By invilation,

T Tox'sre MR, SIHAMSUDDIN
AMMED s

Hox'mg Mr. Tarax Natin

MUHKERJER C.LE., M.B.E., ...

Minister, Gowvernment of Bengal,

Minister, Governwment of Bengal,




Mr. H. S. E. STEVENS C.8.1.,
C.1.E., M.C,, I.C.S,

» M. K. Kirrarani

S0 N. Rav ¢, 1.CS.

., AL 8 LARRIN CLLE., 1.C.S,

5 AL Co HARTLEY, COLE.,
0. B K., LC.S,

» PN McWiinam, 1.c.s.

8. C. Mrrrer, B.Sc. (Engr.)
London .E. (Ind.))

oo S, C. Sarvawani, M.A.

Rar Banapur J, N. GHOSH M.A, ...

Major Grnerar T R. R, BUcHER,

C.B., O.B.E,, M,C,
Mg, 8. J. T
Moxselur A, HUPPERTS

(RTCHER
AMR. K. L. MACKENZIE
5 J. W. Srooprev
Mo

cur Curisriax Fooener L
AMr. T, AL Bixsox

5 W. P I'sap
»  P. N. Banerjen

,» Do K. Saxvan, o,
5 N. SHERRARD-SMITH
5, W. C. G. Bronie
Sm L. P. Misra
MR. 8. G. TavioR, C.LE,
» D. R. Harbwick

»  R. Smaan

S AvsErt GLADSTONE, Bart

Chief Scerelary Government of
Bengal.,
Government of Bengal.
Depli. of Comerce & Labour,

Commissioner, Civil Supplics,
o Calculta.

Additional Member, Board of Reve-
nue, Governmen! of Bengal.

Direclor General, Food.

Labour Commissioner, Bengal.

Direclor of Industries, Bengal.

Collector of Customs, Calcutta.

Dircctor of Commercial Intelligence.
and Statislics.

G. 0. C-in-C, Bengal & Assam Area.

Awerican Consul General

Consul General for Belgium.

H. M. Trade Commissioner,
‘ Calculta.

Fyench Trade Commissioner.

Australian Government Trade
Commissioner.

Consul General” for China.

Vice-Chancellor, Calcutia

. University.

Calcutia niversity Appointmenls
' Board.

Post Master General, Bengal.

Tonnage Co-ordinaior.

Inspeclor General of Police, Bengal.
Commissioner of Police, Calcutia,

Dx. Commissioner of Police,
Special Branch.

Ogilvy Gallanders & Co. London.

7))
SR BIREN MURERJEE ot " Martin & Co.
Mr. F. J. RiAD e Master, Caleutla Trades Associalion.

C. Ii. CLARKE do do

,, Kassmr A. Momomip Muslim Ch. of Commerce,

A w. ADAMJER do do

K. P. GoENgRA Indian Chamber of Commerce.

"

Kanar Tann Jarn do do .
o G Lo Jarna do T do
W Daran Corseryr Driver ... do do
s M. P. Brrna do do

Bengal National Chamber of
Commerce.

b Jo Ko Mrrmer
‘I'he President, in opening the proceedings addressed the mecting as
follows :—

Your Tixcellency and Gm\liexllcll,

Tt is my pleasant duty to-day on behall of the members of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce to welcome Your Excellency to our Annual Gene-
ral Meeting, 1t is indeed a privilege to have the Governor of this Province
as our Chief Guest and we arc grateful to Vour Lixcellency for accepting
our invitation to attend our meeting and for consenting to address us.

Vour lixcellency’s presence amongst us to-day opens a new chapter
in the history of the Chamber, the oldest in the Province, and indeed in
India—iaking the date of its original constitution in 1834.

T am glad, Gentlemen, Lo have this opportunity of paying a tribute to~
Sir Frederick Burrows’ untiring efiorts on hehalf of Bengal and her people
in a year of exceptional difficulties. We extend to him and to his Minis-
ters our good wishes and our fullest co-operation in the task that lies
ahead of restoring to this Province tranquillity and prosperity.

To Lady Burorws also our thanks are due for her activities in chari-
table and other public work. {Applanse)

To our other distinguished guests, including Ministers of this Province,

we similarly extend a most warm welcome. We were Tioping to have the
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pleasure of welcoming the Hon. Mr. Sulrawardy, Chief Minister, but his
duties in the Legislature have at the last moment prevented him from
coming,

I would like also to refer to another distinguished servant of India,
who, though never at the Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Cham-
ber, was on a number of occasions a welcome guest under this roof. |
refer to His Txcellency the Viceroy,

T am sure you will not wish me to let this occasion pass without
expressing the regret we all fecl that the ourush of events has led to the
impending departure from our midst of one whom we so much respect and
admire for all he has done for TIndia, Tield Marshall Tord Wavell has
worked unflaggingly, and with sincerity and high pburpose, to bring to
India the autonomy which she desires and for which she has now so brief
an interval to prepare. History will not fail to put in its right perspective
the statesmanship of a Vicero valty which has hielped India to advance
so far on her path to complete self-government. (A pplause)

) The year under review has been, on the whole, a disappointing one.
We started it in high hopes that we were on the threshold of prosperity ;
emerging from the depression of War, with men’s hearts the lighter from
the threat removed of enemy hatred and killing, we plunged into hatreds
presumedly communal, into industrial unrest, and into the dreadful jnci-
dents of last Autummn, when men’s Dpassions were unloosed against each
other and we Tiuropeans had to stand by, powerless to aid our friends of
the other communities in their mortal distress,

Without wishing to recall to mind details, hest forgotten, of the dark
deeds of that time, in Calcutta and elsewhere, I would be f;’n'ling in ;11‘;
duty if T did not pay a tribute to those in authority who restored ordcl'y*
the Police who worked without rest, and the ]\lilitarv—Bl‘i(isix and Iudiuu‘
f\\'ho Calllle to aid both police and public. In ]w\\" many countries out-
side the kindly circle of the British Commonyealth woul({ the coming of

the soldiers have been so welconied, as Y were by communities
W , as the;
wer all ¢
¥ ommuni

The disturbances liad their direct

and indirect Tepercussion on affairs
rovinee is now lower thay at
of Japanese bombing; with the
attributable to famine or flood
this to point its own moral,

and the index of industrial activity in this P,
any time since we were under the threat
cause now deplorably man-made and not
or other super-human happening, T leave

(9

Not that lahonr has not some cause for discontent however well-treat-
ed by his employer. No dearness allowance can make up to a man for
inability to procure his daily wants, and one cannot condemn the factory
or office worker for dissatisfaction at the difficulty of obtaining his neces-
sities, not to mention the small luxuries to which he may reasonably con-
sider himsell entitled; and (though their scarcity is not {he employer’s
fault) until foodstufis and cloth are available in plenty and consumer goods
in fair supply, we must, I think, still anticipate that labour will bhe
fruitful material for agitators, especially those whose real desire is a break-
down of the existing social order.

"T'he employer in his turn may well complain that labour is not allowed

to scttle down, Political sloganre result in students’ demonstrations, Taw
and Order is flouted, riots ensue, public transport workers go out on strike;

when they return, another political demonstration is instigated, the Police
havz to take action, a general strike is called in protest, the trams go out
again—in a sorry succession of unhappy and unnecessary events. What
their cost is in money no one can caleulate, but in terms of loss of produc-
tion the cost must he immense and in these days of scarcity unpardonable.

One preventible complication is defiance by labour of the machinery
of adjudication; and here the employer has a definite grievance against
Government, as we have pointed out at several Labour Conferences in
New Delhi, for their reluctance to take action against Labour Leaders
who refuse to submit to the process of adjudication or to accept its findings,
whereas the employer is compelled to do both. We are glad that the
Bengal Government has now faced up to this issue in respect of the
Caleutta Tramway strike.

Of particular concern to the business community has heen the spread
of unrest to the clerical staffs. Realising though they did that the unrest
was not entirely spontancous, your Committee recogniscd that with hopes
of an improvement in living conditions still deferred, a move must be
made to increase both dearncss allowances and basic rates of pay, and a
Sub-Committee was formed to advise on both points,

"I'he Sub-Committee did an admirable, expeditious piece of work, and
as a result of their findings, your Committee, as’ you know, sponsored a
recommendation fo members in respect of salary scales of clerical and sub-
ordinate office staffs; and those who followed these recommendations (and
T believe most of our members have done so) have the satisfaction of
knowing they have fairly met the needs of their staffs and can rebut
threats from outsiders, such as we have recently been favoured with, to
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call ill-advised strikes, which can only be detrimental to the interests of

the clerks concerned, as more than one instance has already demonstrated,

Clerical stafis and factory workers are not the only ones who find
current conditions unpalatable. At our meeting last year 1 voiced our
ure in welcoming the return of stai from active service to take up

civilian work again. ‘I'heir welcome is to some extent marred, as is that
of the newcomer to Calcutta, by the housing and transport difficulties
which still obtain; and despite the Rent Control Act whiclh our Govern-
ment wisely decided to continue after the Defence of [ndia Rules Tapsed,
ugly stories are heard of demands for extortionate premiums or for extra-
vagant prices for furniture .in return for leases. It is to be hoped that
firm action by the Rent Controller, and full recourse to the protection
of the law by the unfortunate vietims, will check these abuses.

Combined with this is the urgent necessity for the de-requisitioning
Ly Government of residential as of industrial accommodation. We all

know of houses requisitioned for unsuitable purposes, or—may T

for unsuitable people, and to us il secems very wrong to allow premises
de-requisitioned by one Government Department to be promptly requisi-
tioted by amnother. It is strange, too, that Ifinance Ministers in the Pro-
vinces and at the Centre have not yet woken up to the waste of the tax-
payer’s money that is entailed in the delay in de-requisitioning.

And what of the requisitioning of goods? TLack of forethought in
buying the country’s requirements is remedied by the easy device of re-
quisitioning but can it he right to requisition at prices no longer current
and leave the trader to bear the replacement loss?  We all support India’s
action in supplying the Argentine with gunnies, in return for foodstufls,
but a national debt should not be liquidated by. the scquestration of pri-
vate interests, and of a particular section at that.

1 am told that I must admire official methods as applied to adminis-
trative problems, but wlhen Government enters the field of commerce, the
regions of Profit and Loss Accounts, what a contrary picture unfolds
itself. We might forgive the increasing of our telephone charges if only
the system was emcicnt_m\d the telephone directory Iegible and up to
date.

Speaking for a moment to the Turopean members of this Chamber,
our community must continue to do its part in the Tegislatures so long
as the 1935 Act is in force, and I would remind you that the Secretary
will ahways welcome the names of men willing to give their part-time

o)

services both in the Legislatures and in the Caleutia Corporation as weli
as for other administrative and semi-sceretarial  posts. Many of those
carrying on in these spheres, particularly in the Legislatures, have been
doing this voluntary work for a long time and feel the need for the relief
which only new blood can bring to them. Non-official Furopeans have a
proud record of voluntary public service in this country, and I am bold
enough o belicve our services will still be welcomed in the new India,
even when we have withdrawn from thie Legislatures,

A good deal is being said in the press and elsewhere on the subject
of India’s sterling balances and I do not wish to add anything here that
might be regarded as controversial. But T think I may reasonably make
the observation that, by and large, and over the fairly extensive period
that will obviously be required for their lquidation, the halances will
be mainly repaid through the ordinary processes of trade and commerce. [t
is in such a connection that I believe Bri

sh business in India has =
valuable role to play, forming as it does a link in the commerce hetween
the two countries and constituting one of the chief agencies for the
creation of the necessary balance of payments,

Any talk, therefore, of British business leaving India js no less
harmnful to this country than it is to the United Kingdom, on whose pros-
perity India depends for the settlement of her indebtedness.

What of the men who give their whole-time service to the
administration?

We non-officials can hold no briel for men in Governmment scrvice,
even our own countrymen; and it ill-befits business men {o comment on
the controves regarding compensation for Tinglishmen or Indians ‘who
may he retiving from Government service in the face of a drastic change
in the method of governing India. But, when responsible Indians stress

indin’s need of trained personnel for the purpose of developing the re-
seurces of this conntry, I cannot refrain from asking, why dissipale a
force of men perhaps unique in its cfficiency and probity and let India
lose the benefit of their administrative and es

:eutive experience?

T know that men can be hired from abroad,. technically qualified in
perhaps any direction required, and that by making it worth these men’s
while (a progressively more difficult task, by the way, with taxation and
prices so high) she can secure their services for a limited period; hut how
can such men, however conscientious, be compared with those they will
be replacing? It has always been possible to criticise the Indian Civil
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Service and the other services too, but at least this can be said : they may
have been paid well, but no pay as such would have secured the selfless
service which so many of them, Liuropean and Indian, have given to
India in the past.  (.Ipplause) Unfortunately couditions have been made
so bad for officials that the heart has largely gone out of them. ‘Ilis
culd surely yet be remedied. At any rate, India will be the poorer for
their going.

In my speech at this Chamber Meeling a year ago I expressed regret
that nothing much lad been done to put into effect the many official
schemes of post-war development; and even now little progress scems
likely until the political problems of this country are solved.

There is another handicap, not generally recognised.  Money is
plentiful on paper but the necessary resources must be forthcoming before
planning can be translated into actuali

And enough resources, whether
in labour or material or skilled supervision, are just not available for all
the schemes that are in prospect.

One scheme of local interest that promises well is the Kanchrapara
Area Development Scheme which Government has now in hand. In this
area industrialists are to he encouraged to build not only factories but the
residential quarters needed for the housing of their Iabour, all in the
praiseworthy effort to create garden cities in conjunction with industry
and at the same tinme to relieve the congestion of crowded Calcutta, ,‘\il
will wish the project well.

It is gratifying that the terms of reference of the Caleutta T'erminal
Tacilities Committee, which has recently been appointed, include the
assumption that suburban railway passenger services in the Calcutia area,
as well as the Fast Indian Raitway main line as far as Dhanbad will he
clectrified as soon as possible. '

It is perhaps not too optimistic to throw ones mind forward to a day,
not many years distant, when Caleutta will be :
it is at pres i i
! gll:t ])lch(inl, with ocean-going steamers coming up to the docks through
a s D canal unafected by tides or varying depths of water, to the termi-
nus of a far-flung network of electrified
with ry reci el i i

1 wrgent and precious freight being busily ferried in and out by means

of cargo planes serving Malay: it
.\ E € alaya, Australia and the Far Fast, : vest-
ward the Middle Fast ang Tiurope, e

an even greater port thau

ailway services and no doubt

Tn the hackground of this tr

. ansport network i e he
improv will, T hope, bhe an

ed Ca 2 C: i i
Caleutta, clean anq with wide roads cleared of animal-drawn

W 13)

traffic, including the iniquitons and backbreaking form of vehicle known
as the handcart, and—Ilet us hope—with the present pall of dust and smoke
that perpetually hangs over the city removed at source by a-relurn to
dustless roads and a change-over to electricity and smokeless fucl For
cooking purposes.

And now, Gentlemen, for our own domestic affairs, The printed
report will have told you of the matters vour Conunittee have heen busy
with during the year,

One, which we hope will give progressively good results, i< the
starting of classes for teaching of Hindustani and Bengali to our Iiuro-
pean assistants. ‘Though personally T believe that it will be in the
interests of India for Xnglish to remain the language of culture and
international intercourse and accordingly do not believe that Hindi or Urdu
will replace it, yet I am sure that a knowledge of the language is a most
helpful means for the European to gain an understanding of the people
of this country which all will agree is so valuable and essential.

I had hoped that before my term of office was over, this Royal
Exchange Building could have been remodelled so as to permit the ex-
cellent hall on the ground floor to be utilised for meetings such as this,
and incidentally set free more office space for the Chamber’s activitics.
Lack of the necessary material, however, has so far made it impossible
to plan to make the hall proof against the atrocious sounds which come
into us from Clive Strect and Royal Exchange Place. We have negatived
their fury to some extent by providing loudspeakers, a hoon in a large
meeting to the unfortunate speaker who otherwise has to strain his vocal
chords in trying to make the back rows hear. But a much greater degree
of sound-proofing, such as by double-glass doors, and some measure of
ventilation, will be nceded to render the Royal Iixchange capable of heing
utilised for the purpose T have mentioned. The matter is under review
by architects and it will be ome for the incoming Committee or their
successors to prosecute to a conclusion.

The thought may occur, why do we not minimise the nuisance of
the ‘noises off’ at their source imstead of trying to neutralise them by
sound-proofing and amlification? One remedy, of course, is to abolish
motor horns in Clive Street and I commend to our local authorities, in
replacement of the existing law, {he application to Calcutta, at least from
Clive Street to South Calcutta, of the rule in force in certain European
countries making it an offence to sound a motor horn except in a grave
emergency, such as when a pedestrian suddenly steps in front of one’s
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vehicle, and definitely not to allow a driver to procced the length
Clive Street with his finger on the button of the horn—as T can h
now as I speak—or tirelessly sound a bulb-horn.

of
car one

The food situation in North Last India is still not
perhaps will not be until all chance of speculative
with the appearance of rice in quantity from Barn
voutly to be hoped that this consummation
delayed.

assured, and
profit-making vanishes
i or Siam, It is de-
will not much fonger be

Meanwhile the Chamber Food Scheme continues in full swing aud 1o
the general satisfaction of participants, with notable exeeptions such as when
Gm'clrnment stocks came down to zero and the poorest quality of rice
was issued to the Chamber for distribution—a C

1 occurrence which led to
some most unfortunate assaults by w

orkimen on their factory managers.

Another source of discontent amongst |

) abour, as I have already sai
is the difficulty s . o

: fcmplc_vcrs have of getting supplies for them of other
Lﬂscl}(ml' foodstuflls, Mustard oil is otte example, and here our Government
are justified in complaining of the difficulty

they experience in getting
¢ ! AR wettin
the producing provinces to part w 1 ¥

e ) ith supplies—a grievance which I dealt
with recently in my speceh to the Associated Chambers.

Factory executives will indeed be g

Tad when vationing ¢ i
o ! R ationing can be dis-
continued and their responsibility

o ceases. for such difficulties over which
they or we can have no control;

) Our sympathy goes out to them and our thanks Tor their co-operation
in this difficult task of getting foodstufls distributed to -
people and their dependants. Ang o i, McTFarlane and the other mem-
bers of the Foodstufts Sub-Comuiitice, the Chamber office, the stafis of the
Chamber Depots, our gratitude is due and herely temlm::(l fm“ lth‘e chtI‘::L-
mul:v good work they have contintied 1o put in sn}m‘vicinﬂ the (]1‘*1!‘1‘]!1‘11“

during 1946 of foodstufis to the value of 44 crores of ;11]?01'\' ' ”

a million work-

Before 1 leave the subjec
of food crops versus cn
ply of jute.
often, th

tof food T must refer 1o the
shcrops, with particul
The point hag heen 'm-u(]c be
at the world depeuds on Beng:
it behoves our Government to sec
tity 1o keep the world’

conflicting claims
ar repercussion on the sup-
fore, but it cannot be made foo
al jute for bagging its foodstufls and
that jute is produced in sufficient quan-
o e s eisrn‘(lul teeds satisfied, quite apart from avoid-
¢ gefnex\t of substitutes. Fhie noces: v acreage of jule will
not substantially interfere il the production of rice ) e
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One word about your new Comumittee. - It is, if I may say so, a good
one. Your interests will be safe in their hands., Mr. Cumberbatch, as I
know from happy experience of his aid to me as Vice-President during the
past year, will make a wise and able President. Mr. Benthall will be an
admirable Vice.

T want now to thank them and the remainder of the outgoing Com-
mittee for the work they have put in during the year and for the unfailing
support they have given me as their President.

T take this opportunity also of thanking Mr, Tairbairn and the Staff
of the Chamber for their continuous, painstaking work during a more
than ordinarily busy year. ‘lI'hose who come into contact with Mr. Fair-
bairn, and these must include most of our Chamber members, will appreciate
that it is no were form of words when T say that we are all very fortunate
1o have him as.our chrctur.y‘ He in turn would, T know, wish me to add
that he is loyally suppotied by a most able stafl.

Some of the present Committee were nol available to stand for clec-

tion again this year owing to their being due for Home Leave.  Mr., War-
ren is one, Mr. McFarlane is another, and your particular thanks e due
10 both for their work for the Chamber, with other preoccupations to lake
up their time.

Sir Harry Burn, alter vears of public-spirited service, is aboul to leave
India on retirement. Tt is he who was instrumental in the founding of
the East India Fund, which raised large sums for the purchase of aero-
planes and other mumitions of war and contribuded largely to wartime
charities, and he was its indefatigable Chairman throughout.  I'o this and
many other activities, e added the not over-thankful task of Chairman of
our National Service Advisory Commitlee, a task he has accomplished with
the thoroughness and skill e brings to cvervthing he does.  You will
wish, T know, to show your appreciation of Bobby Burn’s services to the
(A pplanse) .

community and 1o Tndia by your hearty applause.

There is just one further matler T must refer o before T sit down,
sty’s Covernment on the

and that is the recent pronounceutent by His Ma
transference of power to responsible Tndian hands by Tune 1048,

I'he true spirit of comradeship is going to be put to a supreme test
hetween now and the Summer of next vear. Ou the decisions which the
communities will make between now and then depends the fate of a large
part of the human race.  May the people of Tndia realise that in politics, as
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in business and professional life, they are friends to one another; ang may
they find a friendly solution of the great political problem with whicl; their

country is now faced. (Loud applause)

His Yxcellency the Governor of Bengal :—
Mr. President and Gentlemen.

When T accepted the invitation of the Bengal Chamber of Cf;lll]llCX'CC
fo attend and address the Annual General Meeting, I realized that T was
imposing on myself a task which none of my predecessors has had to face
Tthc task of making a speech about the political and administrative
situation in this Province in the afternoon instead of after a St. Andrew’s
Day Dinner. (Laughter) However, T am encouraged by the less tangible
but no less real support of the good wishes o myself and nmy .wife
conveyed by Mr. Townend oy your behalf, and I thank you all

0 for those
kindly words. e

After nearly ten years of Provincial

) Autonomy you do not need to be
reminded that

¢ a Governor, though the head of the Provincial
tion, is not primarily concerned with the sh:
policy, still less with its execution.

deal with certain points raised in My
hasten to add that my rel
very soon after my arriv:

Administra-
aping of his Covernment’s
Ihis may be borne in mind when T
. Townend’s speech. But I should
ationship with the Ministry which assumed office
al in this country
have shown to possess the ste: 0
—my relationship with them

—and which subsequent cvents
ady support of the majority of the Iegislature
, T say, has heen extremely cordial,

Ym}r President rightly gave pride of place to the problem of unrest
?111011g industrial labour, for that must he the thing which is up; :enno;t
in the minds of many of you, with over 50,000 workers on strik(i in U;C
Caleutta industrial area at the moment, and probably
It cannot be denied that the conditions wur ’
to work in this country
special problems resulting
war—particul

ore in the offing.
ider which industrial labour has
are very far from satisfactory. Apart from the
from the disloaction of our economic life by the
arly the shortage of food and cloth—there are the chronic
problems of ill-health ang inadequate housing. T give full credit to man;
members of this Chamber for the welfare measures thich they have ; !
-taken for their employees, realizing ag they do that the )rosymr‘it u: oy
industry depends on a contented labour force. Byt you1 v I1 ! (? m‘]y
admit that much Temains to he done, ouid yourselves
One of the most important 1,

- b Ebts of any worker j i
association with his fellow-yy. orier is the right of

orkers for the Tepresentation of his grievances

)

and the betterment of his conditions. I'he I'rade Union movement in this
coumtry is still in its infancy, hut with growing industrialization of India
its power is bound to develop. What yon, as nationals of a highly indus-
trialized country with a fully developed ‘I'rade Union movement, should
see is that vou give a fair deal, possibly a trifle more than a fair deal, to
your employees, erring on the side of generosity in your relationship with
the men.  Tu this connection, wages are not everything—amenities count
for alot too. Study the feeling of your men, and sce that they are treated
as hmman heings, as people who play an important part in the frmn.
Sccondly, the Union leaders should he men who have themselves worked
in the factory, the mine, the shipyard, or whatever it may be. (Applause)
Unfortunately, the low standards of education gencrally prevailing here
make it very difficult to find leaders of this type. What is very desirahle
to avoid is the possibility of the genuine grievances of the workers heing
exploited for political purposes by unscrupulous persons who are more
intent on furthering their own political careers by causing industrial strife
than on removing the grievances. Tt is s sential that there should
be in existence a fair and rapid machinery for settling I'rade Union dia-
putes. T myself have always advocated that the strike weapon should he
the last to be used and not the first and that it should only be resorted to
when all other resources have failed. ‘I'he desirability of the scttlement of
disputes between employer and emplovee by direct negotiations cannol he
controverted. Nevertheless it is the duly of the Covernment in the last
resort to ensure if possible that disputes are settled peacefully and expe-
ditiously by the machinery of adjudiration.

1so

T pass now to a matter which affects not only your employees, parti-
cularly your clerical staffs, but also vourselves—the high level of rents and
the shortage of accommodation. ‘I'he provisions of the Rent Control Order
under the Nefence of India Rules were continned by an Ordinance, which

T promulgated on the advice of my Ministers when the Defence of India
Rules lapsed last September. The operation of the Ordinance is being
extended temporarily to give the Legislature full time to consider the pro-
The presence of a Rent Control Act on the

visions on their merits.
Statute Book, however, is not enough by itself, when the means for enfor-
cing it are inadequate. ‘I'hc main reasons for the present wholesale
evasion of the law are the absence of a full-time Rent Controler with the
power 1o initiate action, and the connivance of large numbers of tenants.
The Provincial Government are actively cousidering the appointment of a
full-time Rent Controller.  As regards the progress of derequisitioning we
have steadfastly refused to take over requisitioned property for our own
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officers or for aiy normal work. ‘The sole exception to this general rule . conferenice which is still to be held at Delhi on this matter. My Minister 5
was when we were fuced with the problem of providing for literally for Trrigation is fully alive to the great importance of this project. : :

thousands of victims of communal riots in Caleutta, ast Bengal and Bihar, . . . . . |
Apart from emergency reliel purposes we have riot only refrained from The food situation in this Province is a subject of sucly importance and
taking over a\'z(ilalulc buildings but have instructed all Departments. complexity that you would not thank me if I were to treat it at tnhe length i
which it deserves. ’I'he situation last year was one of great anxiety to my

where possible, to vacale requisitioned buildings by the end of March.

(Applause) T am glad to say that the number of requisitioned buildings ministers and myself, and it 15 gratifying that thanks to the c-ncrgc‘tlc Stcl?s
is rapidly diminishing. - taken by all concerned, a crisis was averted. 1 shall con.tmln myself here
with only two points. ‘I'he first is to express my appreciation of the ex-
1t would, T admit, be tempting to use our powers of requisitioning for cellent work of the Foodstuffs Sub-committee of the Chamber: the distri- i
other purposes, particularly for some of our mast urgent development : Dution of foodstufis worth more than three million pounds to a million t
schemes. * But such a use, or rather misuse, of power would be indefensi- people is indeed a formidable task. ‘I'he second is to demur from the i
ble, and probably illegal into the hargain. Nevertheless, as Mr. Townend suggestion that the necessary acreage of jute will not substantially interfere 8
rightly observed, the shortage of building material and of trained engineers - with the production of rice. Iivery extra “‘anna’ of jute acreage means f
is one of the main hottlenecks in Bengal’s Development Plan.  Vou would 100,000 tons less of cleaned rice. The decision to fix this years’ figure at '
perhaps like to hear a little more about that Plan, which thongh still far cight annas called for a very careful weighing of the many conflicting fac- |
from materializing on the ground is slowly taking shape. During the last tors—the world demand for jute, the threat of substitutes, the ability to
few months a great deal of work has been done by Ministers in Committee control the acreage effectively, and the imperative mnecessity of growing {
".‘«! upon the material hammered out by their departimental advisers on the as much paddy as possible—the list is not exhaustive. I trust that the :
% Development Board. The five-year plan has been converted from a vision decision will prove a wise one. 1

into a design; a definite programme has heen set out making clear how

i 3 Y ‘hiere ar vo other matters in your President’s speech on which I
much of that design we can actually aim at fulfilling in the next five years There are two o g !

:
i
|
i
i
|
j
the law relating to the sounding of motor hoins  Rule 191 of the Motor i
1
i
i

"E in the light of the financial resources at present reasonably within our should like to touch very briefly. Firstly, T must correct a small ervor about
_"- sight. The Provincial pattern has been broken up into patterns for each o
By district, which can he clearly scen and readjusted locally by those con- Vehicles Rules runs as folfows:—
5,; cerned with their local exceution. A good deal of work 1‘;‘5 been done ’ “Sound Signals—resiriclions on use of—(a) No driver of a motor
g:\{ . in the districts themselves to inaugurate the local organization of develop- vehicle shall sound the horn or other device for giving audible warning
i ry‘ ment and to find out in practice how the men on the spot can best work with which the motor vehicle is equipped, or shall cause or allow any
.E* © as a team.  An organization of this kind cannot be put down readymade. other person to do so, necdlessly or continuously or to an extent beyond
g1y Tt must be built up by experience and practice—for the task in hand is that which is reasonably necessary to cnsure safety.” (Laughter) 1
_‘ nothing less than creating what -has been called the “Third Arm of Gov- . : PPN |
ermment”, and 1 nay add in passing that the “third arm” will only work 1 shall 1ot trespass on the preserves of my friends In the Fligh Lon’l'.t g
if the other two arms—law and order and revenue—are slrnx;g and by attempting to define the words ‘necdlessly” and A“roz\sulmlyl_v ) i
effective. : Secondly, I should like to associate myself most cordially with all that has
This s not the time for me to speak ¢ indivi . been said about Sir Harry Bnrn: I wish that I, like you, -colllq Al.C?ka
is one that 1 canmot nass v \{:ﬂﬂ; oiI 111(11\'1(1(1211 projects: but there his friendship in*teris <'>f years 1115{@(1 ol'. m(mf]ﬂns. But perhaps ;t is as |
project for the Damodar \,'an‘.‘ has %Im\]\ m‘ n;ﬂ two 17}01111!5 the great well for my peace of mind that he is lc‘nvl'ng: if 4h-e stayed much <‘mger,
N ; s ) coE e 1 signs of coming very near (o even T might become a champion of artificial fertilizers! (T.anghtcr)
ngce‘pmnce, This project represents much more thay a great enterprise in i
engn'lecring: “.. stands for an entircly ney approach to the physical "L_m: Before 1 conclude, you will expect, and rightly expeet, to hear my ,
:zg::ga?:l s:)lil:l :;:]71;1)115 of a cons.idemble area of India and al] wh’o are comments on the recent stalcmenl‘ of His Mnjesl ’s (.‘,cvermneul, Cslwc,i“uy ‘:
4 proach must fervently wisl success to the final as it aficcts the Tfuropean business community in Bengal. Tt would
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not be fitting for me to refer at any length to the forthcoming change of
Viceroy, but T cannot refrain from saying that with the departure of Lord
Wavell T shall he losing a leader and a friend, whose wisdom and courage
during the past vear have helped me more than T can sav.  (dpplanse)
We in Bengal have special cause to welcome Tord Mounthatten, as the
leader of the Allied Forces who repelied the enemy threat to this Province,

Tt is 190 vears since the Tast India Company hecame the Zemindar
of the Tiwenty-four Parganas.  Now the wheel is coming full circle, Tn
sixteeri short months British political power in this great sub-continent
will come to an end, e fixing of a definite date has jolted us all, Tndians
and British alike, out of our usual lines of thought. You, as leaders of
the Iuropcan community in and around Caleutta, should make your
future plans on the definite assumption that by the middle of next suni-
mer there may he no British troops here, no British civil servants, ne
British Governor. Neverthelsess, T wholeheartedly endorse His Majesty’s
Government’s belief expressed in paragraph 14 of their statement that
“British commercial and industrial interests in India can look forward
to a fair field for their enterprise under the ney conditions.” Tt yas
British enterprise that developed industry in Beng:nl. You have buiit up
a reputation over many generations for honest Dusiness dealing; the hall
mark “Made in England” will continue to inspire confidence.
turies of commerce between India and the United Kingdom ha
a bond of such strength that it will not casily be loosened, and cannot
be cut without disaster to both parties, Whatever the future may hold,
I cannot believe that your difficultics will be a tithe of the difficulties
experienced in the early days of the Company—anq T should be rcluctant
to think that you fall below your forhears in vision

Two cen-
ve woven

and initiative,

Vou will have to stand on your own legs, without the support which
you have enjoyed in the past. It is true that the safeguards in sections
17 to 117 of the Government of India Act, 1935, have scarcely heen
brought into operation anywhere in India during the last ten x’cza;s but
they have existed in the bﬂcl:ground; their continuance cmmotyhe c.’\'peo
ted.  Nor will you have the privileged position of heavily weighted repre-
§entati0n in the Provincial Legislﬂ(ure, nor that morr; sub;de form of
influence that arjses from social ties with the Government, Rut 1 do not
think that any future Government ip this country will he so foolish or
short-sighted as to Dass measures so diseriminatory ag o deprive thcms"clvc<
of the goodwill and experience on which international trade (1e110ntvls. 1

am ‘confident that, provided there is no violent break, vou will adjust
yourselves to the new conditions, ’

{ 21 )

That proviso brings me near the end of what I want to say. “f'rade
prosperity depetids eiitirely on the |11:|i11te}1a11ce of internal security. ‘I'lie
lowering of the index of industrial activify in Calcutta since the riots of
last Angust is sufficient proof of that, if indeed proof is need of such an
axiom. Aund here I should like to stress certain passages in His Majesty’s
Government’s statement which have reccived all too little plblicity, though
to me they seem the core of the problem. Let me read them tov you t—

“It is \’\'i(‘h great regret that His Majesty’s Government find that there
are still differences among Indian parties whicl are preventing the Cons-
tituent Assembly from functioning as it was intended that it should. It
is'of the essence of the plan that the Assembly should e fully represen-
tative. His Majesty’s Government desire to hand over their responsibility
to authorities established by a constitution approved by all parties in India
in accordance with the Cabinet Mission’s plan.  Continued peace and
security are more than ever fecessary to-day if the full possibilities of
economic developiient are to be realized and a higher standard of life
attained by the Indian people. His Majesty’s Government are anxiouns to
hand over their responsibilitics to a Goverriment which, resting on the
sure foundation of the support of the people, is capable of maintaining
peace and administering India with justice and efficiency. It is therefore
essential that all parties should sink their differences in order that they
may be ready to shoulder the great responsibilities which will come upon
them next year.”

It is only in the undesirable event of the parties not sinking their
differences in the next few months, and proceeding to work out a consti-
tution on the lines of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan, that the much more
hazardous alternative will arise of a transfer of power to an undefined and
as yet undefinable authority or authorities.

‘The position of Bengal will be of special importance in the political -
developments of the coming year, and Calcutta itself will be a focal point
of interest. One sixth of the population of India live in this Province,
and though Calcutta is the biggest centre of industry in India and a port
of \\'erti-\\'ifle importance, the great majority of Bengalis are still cultiva-
tors.  All communities have in the past hielped to build up the present
fabric of the Province, and all communities should share in her
future prosperity. The development of industry unaccomp.'qni‘ed,!‘by‘:\
parallel development of agriculture will be wasted effort, for there will
not be enough food for ‘the factory workers, ‘I'he interests of flne two
major communities in Bengal are so closely il\l’ex"\\'o\’ell that they will stand

‘or fall together,
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Wlu;t., vou may ask, can we do to help that co-operation between Hin-
‘dus and Muslims without which a peaceful transfer .of power will be well
nigh jmpossible? Vou -are mey of influence and T urge you all
to use. that influence with your Hindu and Muslim  friends in
‘the _critical months—indeed . I would. say rather the critical weeks
—_ihat le. ahead, so that they may come together. . Such action would be
commendable from motives of mere sclf-interest, but T trust that you will
hc ‘prompted by higher motives than that. It was no idle talk when a
fc\\ days ago General Marshall said in” W ashington—‘‘An India torn by
civil strife could conceivably hu(»me a source of new 111(c1mhoml tensions
inaw orld onlv now beginning to Qro])k_ its way Dback to peace.’

You, -Gentlcmen, stand in a key position.to-day :-sce that you use that
position-wisely while vou have time. - (A pplause)

T Mg, H. D. Cosprrpaten: Tt is my pleasant privilege to propose on
behalf of this Chamber of Commerce a vote of thanks to His Excellency the
Governor for his _presence amongst us and for his wise words to us this
afternoon. . .

T can assure His Tixcellency, on the Chamber’s behalf, that the advice
e -has given to us to-day will reccive our very close attention.

We are not umnindf\ul of the innumerable calls upon our Governor’s
time and sincerely appreciate seeing him with ws. Tt is not surprising
however that hc is* unable to remain "with us while we complete our
deliberations. -

Beng'\l Chamber meetings. 1 trmt thcxefore You wi il forglve me, gentle-
men, if, what T am about to say might appear a glimpse of the obvious
but it is to ensure that everyone understands the drill.. While His Excelr
lency withdraws, this meeting will adjourn-but only. for that purpose and
will hke up the rest-of the business on the President’s returi to-the Chair.

‘1 now on behalf of the Bengal Ch;\mber of Commeme 1cnder to you,
Xour Lixcellency, oiir smcere tlnn‘Ls -

(His Excellency then uzlhduuu fmm the wmecting) .

’I‘Hi PRESIDENT:

Gentlemen, I shall not detain you much longer Members have had in

their hands,.for some.days, the Anmual. Report and. Acconnts of the Cham-
ber. ord

during the year and will, I hope, be regarded as satisfactory,

e

We have not before had the Tionotir of our Governor’s presence at our

The report, as usual, is a factual record of the business dealt with-
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As regards 1946 finance, the Licensed Measurers Department has
emerged with a surplus of Rs. 12,321-10-6 which reflects a close adjust-
ment of income, and consequently of rates, to the essential expenditure
of income, and consequently of rates, to the essential expenditure of the
Department consisting mainly of establishiment charges. In cowmen with
us all, the Chamber in Doth its Departments has had to adjust salary and
dearness allowatce scales to the still rising cost of living and this, in the
case of the Licensed Measurers Department, necessitated an increase from
74 to 30% in the surcharge on basic rates with effect from the st Decem-

ber 1946.

The Secretarial Department, for the first time for several years, has
turned out on the right side with a surplus of income over éxpcndilm‘c
amounting to Rs. 53,655-14-2 which has gone to Capital Account in par-
tial restoration of the inroads on the Chamber’s capital made by the suc-
cessive deficits of the immediate past. The position is‘to that extent
satisfactory just mow; but T must point out that the effect of the
adjustments made in the scales of salaries and dearness allowances, last
August and subsequently, will be fully apparent only during the current
year so that it will still be necessary to keep a careful watch on the state
of the Chambert’s finances.

Gentlemen, I now invite members to comment on the report and
accounts. or to address the meeting on any subjects of interest to the
mercantile community.

There being no questions or comments, the President then moved
Resolution T:— ’

““That the Report be accepted and the Accounts passed.”
Mr. J. R. Walker M.L.A., seconded this resolution which was then

put to the meeting and carried unanimously.

T PRESIDENT :(—] now move Resolution 1T:—

That the clection by the Committee of the following Firms and

Companies be, and is hereby, confirmed :—

Chamber Members

1. Alliance Assurance Co. Ltd.

2. Boots Pure Drug Co. (India) Ltd.

5. British Insulated Callenders’ Cables Ltd.
4. DBritish Metal Corporation (India) Ltd.
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5. Century Insurance Co. Ltd.
6. liagle Star Insurance Co. Ltd.
7. Employers Liability Assurance Corporation Itd,

8. I'. & C. Osler (Tndia) Ltd.

9. General Accident Fire & Life Assurance Corporation ILtd.
o. Greaves Cotton & Crompton Parkinson Iid.

11, Merz & McLellan (India),

12, Herbertsons Ltd.

13.  London Assurance Itd.

14. Norwich Union Fire Insurance Socicty Ltd.

15. Norwich Union Life Insurance Socicly.

16, Oxford University Press.

17. Pearl Assurance Co. Itd.

18.  Phoenix Assurance Co. TAd.

19. Stewart & Co. '

20. Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada.

21. The A. P. V. linginecring Co. ILtd,

Associate Members
Messrs. G. & M. Fogt Co. Itd.
" F. & 0. Lang.
» TLarsen & Toubro Ttd.
Mr. G. J. Gardner, seconded this resolution which on being put to

the meeting was declared carried unanimously.

Tug Prest

Gentlemen, it falls to me to report to you as follows
the result of the voting for the election of the Committee of the Chatber
for the ensning year:—

President :

Mr. H. D. Cumberbatch

Vice-President :
Mr. A. P. Benthall

Committee Members :
Mr. W. A, Bell; Mr, H. W, T, Hain, c.nn; Mr, AL ]
M.C.j Mr. A, T, Elkins, cum; Mr C. W. Miles, o.n,
Paterson; Mr. L. O. T'asker, T

' Orr Deas,
Mr. E. A,

T must on your behalf thank Mr. W. T, v

' : ounie and Mr, C, Smi
for their services as scrutineers of tlie voting b o

papers. ‘This is only one of
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the many debts of gratitude we owe to Mr. Vounie who is among those
who are leaving vs for good this year. ‘T'o mention but one of his many
services to the Chamber, he has been Chairman of the Income "Tax Sub-

Committee continuously since 1939 with one short break when he was o1l
leave last year—easily a record (dpplause), T am sure that members
generally, who beuefit materially from the activities of this hard-worked
sub-committee, will wish to join me in conveying thanks to Mr. YVounic
and our best wishes to him for the future. (A pplaunse)

Will the Vice-President please move Resolution No, TIT?

Mg, H. D. CUMBERBATCI

Gentlemen, before proposing the next resolution which stands in my
name, way I take the opportunity so offered to say that I am deeply cous-
cious of the honour you have conferred upon me in appointing me your
President for the ensuing year.

T am under no illusion as to the difficulties ahead or the responsibil-
ities involved but you have indeed give me great support with the Vice-
President and Committece you have clected and T for my part undertake
to give of my best,

1 beg to propose :—

That Messrs Lovelock & Lewes be and are hercby re-appointed’
Auditors to the Chamber at the same remuneration as hefore.

T'he resolution was seconded by Mr. W. M. Whyte and carried
unanimously.
Mr. 1. B. Nismo :

Mr. President and Gentlemen,

Tt is my pleasant duty, and my special privilege, to propese a vote
of thanks to the Vice-President and Members of the retiring Committee.

Tortunately for vou, Gentlemen, there is no need for me to enlarge
on the sterling work performed by the Vice-President and Committee
during their exacting year of office: our day-to-day experience of their
activities throughout the vear as well as the report which has been in your
hands surely provide sufficicnt testimony. But, speaking as one without
personal experience of the Committee work, T should like to say that I
am fully conscious of the increasing amount of sclf-sacrificing hard work
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that has heen, put iu on our hehalf, and I feel. sure we all are deeply appre-
ciative of the ;a:\cxiﬁce of time and leisure which individual members of
the ‘Commiltcc have had to make in our common interests. Tispecially
wnder present_day conditions, when one usually scems to have insufficient
time to conduct onc’s own business affairs, it is asking a good deal of 3

busy man to add to his responsibilities by serving the Chamber, and we
ate, indeed, \cxu'cmely fortunate in having men of proved capacity who

willingly come forward and shoulder this additional burden,

You will ohserve, Gentlemen, how our Vice-President is nobly step-
ping into the breach to assume a still greater responsibility.  Mr. Cumber-
batch has just told us that he is under no illusions as to the onerous task
that lies ahead of him, and whether his assumption of the President’s
Chair is a matter that calls for our congralulation, or our cominiseration,
I would prefer to.leave to him to sav. But 1 do suggest that he is as
fully deserving of our grateful thanks for his ready acceptance of his new
office—in which we wish him all success—as for his work throughout the
past year.

And.now, Gentlemen of the outgoing Committee, at the end of your
arduous year we wish to offer to you some expression of our grateful
appreciation of your excellent work and our recognition of the highly
efficient manner in which vou have served us during vour term of office.

Sir, T therefore lave much pleastire in proposing that a cordial vote of
thawks he accorded to the Gentlemen of the outgoing Committee for their
stccessful-management of the affairs of the Chamber during the past year.

(Loud applausey.

St Jorrs Burpir:  We have accorded a very cordial vote of thanks
Lo the ontgoing Committee. T would now like to propose a special one
for the retiring President, in particular,

T think T am right in saying that it is over 30 year

since a President
has been in the chair at our annu

al meetings for two years running,  Mr.
Townend. has attained this distiuction hy bresiding to-day for the second
sticee ¥ , however, were times in which
the weekend hegan at D-m. every Thursday, Tf, Mr,
end starts a day hefore he retires he g

times, :

ive year. The days of 30 vears ago

Townend’s week-
ill be lucky in these very difficult

Tivery President, [ imagine

‘ » 8 s0on as he has heen a few weeks in
the c¢hair,

s quite convinced that he has o task in frout of him more difficult
than-any .predecessor has ever had. T think oy this occasion you must
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r. Townend’s experience has horne out that

car agree that
:::illcczizilte(’lll‘;e li‘\e:z years’ tenure of the office of President mu‘st 1m}vc
presented more numerous and more difficult p?'ublcms than any \\'l:lAchAInc-
vious Committees have had to face; and as it devolves on the I x'csfdm;l
to lead the Committee, we owe Mr. Ton‘ﬂcn(ll a very flee]) debt o.f m'ntx-tm;
for the care which our interests have received 'dm'mg the pnsll)c:;ii .
now propose and ask you to support a very sincere vole of thanks to
Mr. Townend. {Applause)
1 thank you, Gentlemen, most cordially on behalf of

HE PRESIDENT ¢ ‘
. It is, T know, a source of satisfac-

the outgoing Committee and myself. i : : sotistee
tion to them—as it is to me—to receive the up{mi'uh;mou ;; -0\;x e'e ‘,m:
expressed by Mr. Nimmo and Sir John ‘Burdel‘. 11,1? Clml'n ;'c{,‘]::)r h‘,l\,é
is essentially an organisation of col]ec(l\.re cflort. lljc‘(h.xu ks : ‘1 4‘4
just been so generously conveyed must in large measure be |ms]se( ‘mc"t
as T now pass them on—to all who h:\vcl Jahoured to f{'nufe. nn(; ,p;eil-s_
the Chamber’s opinion; to our hard-working represcntatives m he ,Lt:, L
latures and in the Caleutta Corporation; to all our rej »rcseulnlnrcsiulto t|h.C
public hodies; to our affilinted Associations and, Iast but not- 1Cf’l.‘: ,.\(o‘ ©
numerous Standing Committees of the Chamber who are our mainstay ¢
all questions of a spucialised nature.

Jror my part, it has been a pleasnre—if also a reslmnsﬂaili\yfhfl ha\'tf’
served as your President and T shall for long treasure bhappy 1'11cn'1mm;5’ o
the help I have received from my colleagues and the support you have

all given me during my term of office. (A pplaise)

There being no further business, the proceedings then terminated.

H. D. TOWNIEND
President

D. C. FAIRBATRN
Secrelary
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'NOTE

It was customary, prior to the year 1942 for. t,he Chnmber to 1ssue a

preliminary Report ini this form, for adoption. at the Annual. General Meeting - -

in ‘accordarnce with the provisions of - thé Chamber’s Artlcles of Assocmtlon
and ssubsequently to republish and éirculate the _report'as a bound volume
(Vol.T) mclusxve of t.he followmg addltlonal papers and uppandxces —_

. (1) Procoedings af the Annud] General Meeting of the Chamber.
@) Bengul Chamber of Commerce i~ \
« (a) . List of members of the Chambor ~
(b) List'of reproscntatives of the Chamber on varmus bodies,

(¢) Committeos and Sub-Committees of the Ghamber and_ of rccogmaed""

Associations.
(3) (a) - Mémorandum and Articles of Assomatlon of:the Chnmber . -
(b) . Rules and Regulations of the Chamber’ Provident I‘und o
(4) Tribunal of Arbitration anrl Survey annrtmnut —
(8) Rules. ...
(b) Scals of Fees,
(¢) List of Arbitrators and Surveyors for- Piece- gnods, jute
manufactures, Mtscellanaous Goods,

(a) Comparative statement” of prices of silver :rates of e‘(change remxﬁtances to

Home Treasury and gold held i in European Banks.

(6) Index to Chamber. Tulings.

(7) Chamber Rulings Nos. 1 to15.

(8). " Chamber forms of Boat Note,

9" Conyersion of sterling freight into Indian currency. .
(10)- Conference Bill of Lading. . ; *
(11) - Schedule of commission charges. o
*(12) Tonnage Schedule and measurement rules for the Pott of Calcutta

.. (13). Notes on the above Schedule, .
(14) - Tonnage Schodule for Port of Rangoon,
{15) ‘Monay, we:ghts and measures of Ceylon, Chm-| India etc.

Thoiigh thers has'been an improvement
Dposition, the Chamher has not found it

the pre-war pratice referred to’ above There' will accordmgly this “year, “be

no re-publication of this report with the “foregoing addmanal pn,pers and
appeudxces but it is-to be notcd that ;= -

ecenbly in "the paper supply
possible on’this occasion .to revert to

(@) Items (1) und () will be issued i in separate pamphlet form,

{b): “Items (3) and 4) will be made
applying for copies.

(¢} The information contained in'i
member on application.

(d) Items (6) to (15), which rom,
-of the Chamber’s Report for 1941,

tem (5) wx]l ba supplied to auy interested

Similary there will be no pﬁblicatlon,
dence” and “ Statistios ** Volumos (Ix
issue of which was dlseontmued in 1940/

this year, of tho fmmer o Correspon-
and 1II). of the Chumbcr - Report the

D. C. I‘mﬁum«
"Secretar 1/"

R

andjuta -

wmlablu to any member requn—mg and .

ain unchanged, are to be found in Vqume I
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF GOMMERGE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR 1946

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have now the

honour to submit to the members of the Chamber their report for the

year 1946. .

Committee :—The following gentlemen wero elected to the
Committee at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on the
28th Tebruary 1946. President—The Hon'ble Mr. H. D. Townend
(Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.) Vice-President—Mr. H. D. Cumberbatch
(Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.) ; Mr. A, P. Benthall (Messrs. Bird &
Co.}; Sir Harry Burn (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ltd.); Mr
A. J. Elkins, C.B.E. (Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.); Mr. J.
MecFarlane, M.C. {Messrs. Octavius Steel & Co., Ltd.); Mr. A. T. Orr
Dea’s, M.C. (Messrs, Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.); Mr. P.F. S, Warren
(Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ltd.); Mr, A, C. Watkins (Chartered Bank of
India, Australia & China).

The only change in the personnel of the Committee which took
place during the year was in July when Mr. A. C. Watkins (Chartered
Bank of India, Australia & China) resigned his seat owing to his transfer
from Caleutta and was succeeded by Mr. L. O. Tasker.

In February 1946 the late Sir Renwick Haddow resigned his seat
as the representative of the Chamber
on the Council of State owing to ill-
health and Mr. H. D. Townend (Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.) was
elected in his place.

Council of State.

The reprosentatives of the Chamber in the Bengal Legislative
Assembly are :—Mr. D. Gladding, C.I.E,,
(Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation
Ld.) ; Mr, R. Haywood {Messrs. Pigott Chapman & Co.) ; Mr. H. Rowan
Hodge (Messrs. Orr, Dignam & Co.); Mr. H. A. Luke (Messrs. W,
Haworth & Co.); Mr. A. W. Taylor, 0.B.E., (Messrs. Macneill & Co.);
Mr. J. R. Walker (Messrs. McLeod & Co., Ld.); Mr. J. H. Methold
(Messrs, J. Thomas & Co.),

The Bengal Legislative Assembly.

—
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The Indian Mining Association is ropresented in the Bengal Legis-
lative Assembly by Mr. R, B, Whitehond (Messrs. Turner Mozrrison &
Co., Ltd.).

The representatives of the Tndian Tea Association are M r. R.AH,
Stevenson (Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.), and Mr, . &, Corstorphine
(Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.).

Those of the Indian Jute Mills Association are: Mr. D. 'Inglis Duff
(Mossrs. Barry & Co.); and Mr. G. M. Mackinlay (Messrs, Jardine
Skinner & Co.)

As hitherto the Buropean Party in the Bengal Legislature continued
the practice of issuing, during the Sessions of tho Logislative Assembly

and  Gouncil, periodical reports surveying their proceedings and
deliberations.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Calcutta Port Commis-
sloners at the closo of 1946 were :—
Mr. Neil Brodic (Mossrs. Gladstone
Wyllie & Co.); Mr. H. D. Cumberbatch (Messrs, Andrew Yule & Co.,
Ltd.); Mr. A. T. Orr Deas (Messrs, Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.); Mr.
A. J. Elking (Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) Mr. J, I, Elton
(Messrs, Kilburn & Co.) and Mr. J. Morshead
& Co., Ltd.).

Calcutta Port Commissioncrs.

(Mossrs. Turner Morrison

On the expiry of the terms of office of the late Sir Renwick Haddow
(Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzio & Co.) and Mr. T. C. Guthrie (Messrs,
James Finlay & Co., Ttd.) in Mavch 1946, Mr. A. T, Orr Deas, and Mr.
Neil Brodio were eclected to fill the vacancies. In April on the expiry
of the term of office of Mr. W. L. Gordon for whom Mr. H. Shedden
(Messrs, Macneill & Co.) was acting, Mr. J. F. Rlton was elected. Mr. J

Morshead and Mr. . D. Cumberbateh have been re-olected recently for
a further term of two years,

The representatives of the Chamber on the Calcutta Municipal

Corporation ave ; Mr, J. ¥, Birch

(Messrs, Balmey Lawrio & Co.); M
E. H. Bdney (Imporial Chemical Industries (India) Ltd.), M:')'C V;'

Tassie (Messrs. Jamos Finlay & Co., Lta,) Mr. W. R Humphrey

(Kilburn & Co.) ; Mr. A. A. Wiso (Messrs. And
SIS, rew Yul
Mr. J. N. Smart (Messrs. Landalo & Clark Ltd.), v Tile & Go, Lid) and

Caleutta Municipal Corporation,

(38)
The following changes took place during the year :—

On the resignation of Mr., H. . Whithouse (Messrs. Gladstone
Wyllie & Co.) in February, Mr. J. N. Smart was elected to fill the
vacaney. In March Mr. I, H. Edney and Mr. W. R. Humphrey wore
elocted to fill the vacancies caused by tho resignations of Mr. J. H.
Mothold (Messrs. J. Thomas & Co.) and Mr. C. W. Tassie (Messrs.
James Finlay & Co., Ltd.) respectively. Mr. J. N. Birch succeoded Mr.
W. I Dines (Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd.) in June and Mr. C.
W. Tassie was re-elected in October to succeed w, resigned.

Mr, W. G. Cross (The Caleutta Tramways Co., Ltd.) is the re-

pregentative of the Chamber on the

Board of Trustees for the Improve-

ment of Calcutta : he succeeded Mr. T. Godleyin July 1946 when the
latter proceeded on leave.

Calcutta Improvements Trust.

The reprosentatives of the Chamber on the Bengal Boiler Commis-
sion are :—Mur. G. P. Chestney (M essrs.
Burn & Co.), Mr. J. M. Grant (Clive
Jute Mills) and Mr. W. H. W. Urquhart, AM.I. Mech. & (Messrs.
Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.).

Bengal Boiler Commission,

Mr. A. Nicoll (Manager, Union North Jute Mill) and Mr. R. J.
Oliver (Messrs. Martin & Co.) were
nominated as the representatives of
the Chamber on this re-constituted Commission in February.

Bengal Smoke Nuisances Commission.

On the expiry of the term of office of Mr. A. T. Orr Deas, M.C. {(Messrs.
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.) in
Tobruary, Mr. L. P. S. Bourno of the
snme firm was appointed ag the Chamber's representative on the Indian
Conl Grading Board.

Indian Coal Grading Board.

On tho retirement of Mr. R. L. Manners (Mesgsrs. James Finlay &
Co., Ltd.) from India, Mr. R. R.
Hogarth of the same firm was nomi-
nated to serve as the representative
of the Chamber on the Committee.

Calcutta Electric Supply Corp,
Congultative Committee.

Mzr. G. Troup, AM.LE.E. (The Calcutta Kloctric Supx?Iy Corporation
Ltd.) has been nominated - as -the

The Electric Licensing Board, Bengal. Chamber’s reprosentative in succession

to Mr. J.V W. Chureh, resigned.
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Mr. F. F. M. Ferguson (Dunlop Rubber Co. (India) Ltd.) continued
4 to represent the Chamber on this
Bengal Board of Communications.
Board.
Owing to the resignation of Mr. J. W. E. Berry, C.B.E. (Messrs,
Kilburn & Co.) in November, Mr. R.J.
L. OQakley of the same firm was elected
to succeed him as the Chamber’s representative on this Board.

Calcutta Traffic Advisory Board.

Mr. A. H. Syme {Messrs. A. M. Mair & Co.} continued to represent
. » the Chamber on this Committeo
Indian Central Jute Committee.
throughout the year.

Mr. W. Morrison (Manager, Angus Jute Mill) and Mr. A. Heys
(Messrs. Kettlewell Bullen & Co.) are
R the representatives of the Chamber on
the Managing Committee of the Bengal Textile Institute, Serampore.

Bengal Textile Institute, Serampore.

The Chamber's representatives on the Auxiliary Force Advisory
Committee are: Mr. A.J. Elkins, C.B.E,
(Messrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.)
-and Col. W. H. Grice (Imperial Chemi-
cal Industries (India) Ld.) who succeeded Sir Bernard Pratt of the same
firm in April on the expiry of the latter’s term of office.

The Auxiliary Force Act 1920 :
Advisory Committee.

The President, the Hon’ble Mr, H. D. Townend, is the representative

(ex-officio) of the Chamber on this
Committee.

Calcutta Examination Committee for
Technical Recruits,

Mr. K. R. Fettes, C.A,, R.A. (Messrs, Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) and

Mr. A, L. Cameron (Megsrs., Andrew
Yule & Co.. Ld.) are the representa-

tives of the Chamber thi -
mittee. The latter succeeded Mr, H, D. Cumberbatch won o

April, and the formor took the place of Mr, A. J. Llkins
proceeded on leave. ’

Bengal Assam Railway : Local
Advisory Committee (E B. Zone).

ho resigned in
C.B.E., when he

The representatives of the Chamber on this Committec are : Mr. K.R
Fettes, .A., R.A, (Messrs. Gillanders
Arbuthnot & Co.) and Mr. J.R.C.

. Taylor, C.I.E. . N .
Storage & Distributing Oo, of Indig L) E., (Messrs. Burma Shell Oil
.

East Indian Railway : Local Advi
Committee. visory

(5)
The Hon'ble Mr. H. D. Townend (Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.) is

the representative of the Chamber on
this Committee.

Bengal Nagpur Railway : Local
Advisory Committee.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Commercial Panel of tho
Railway Rates Advisory Committee
are the following: Mur. I. G. Kennedy,
C.B.E., (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.) representing the jute trade;
Mr. R. H. D. Campbell (Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.) representing the
grain, seed and petroleum trade; Mr. H. C. Bannerman (Messrs.
Macneill & Co.) representing the tea trade; Mr. D. F. Macmillan
(Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. Ld.) representing the coal trade; and
Mr. D.G. Sevastopulo (Messrs. Ralli Bros. Ld.) representing general
trade.

Railway Rates Advisory Committee.

Sir John Burder (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.) and Mr. A.B.
Jamieson of the National Bank of
India Ld. are the representatives of
the Chamber on thig Board.

The Indian Tea Market Expansion
Board.

Mr. D. G. Sevastopulo (Messrs. Ralli Bros., Ltd.) and Mr. J.P.
Young (Messrs. Angelo Bros, Ltd.)
are the representatives of the Chamber
on the Governing Body of the Indian Lac Cess Committee. Mr. Young
succoeded Mr. W. F. Dines in May on the latter’s resignation.

Indian Lac Cess Committee.

Mr, J. Findlay (Messrs. Bird & Co.) was re-nominated as the re-
Campbell ‘tal Visiting C it presentative of the Chamber on the
emphell-Hospital Visiting Committce. re-constituted Campbell Hospital Visit-

ing Committee.

The Chamber’s representative on the re-constituted Visiting Com-
mittee of the Medical College Hospitals
is Mr. R. J. R. Davidson of Messrs.
Andrew Yule & Co., Ltd.

Medical College Hospitals Visiting
Committee.

Mr. W. A. Huitt, M.B.E, (Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie ‘& Co.)
succeeded Mr. F. Monk of the same
firm in March ag a representative of
the Chamber on the Governing Body of the Mayo Hospital. The other
ropresentative is Mr. E. A. Paterson (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.)

who served throughout the year.

Mayo Hospital : Governing Body._

‘ﬁ’m‘ﬁ
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Mr. G. J. Cutler (Tea Distriots Labour Association) continued. to
serve as the representative of the

Renchi Mental Hospital Board, ; i
anchi Mental Hospital Boar Chamber on this Board during the

year,

The Chamber’s representative on the Committee of the Bengal

i . Branch of the Lady Minto's Indian

,';‘:fj;fé;},‘;" Indian Nursing Nursing  Association is Mr. T C.J.
. Steuart (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.)

The Chamber norinated in March Mr. Neil Brodie (Messrs, Glad-

Calcutta Hospitel Nurscs Institation, 507 Wyllie & Co.) as its representa-

tive on the Committee of the Calecutta
Hospital Nurses Institution in the place of the late Sir Renwick
Haddow. TIn addition to a direct nomines of the Chamber, the President,
The Hon'ble Mr., H. D, Townend, is a member of the Committee of the
Institute.

The Hon’ble Mr. H. D. Townend (Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co.) the

Indian Red Cross Society. Pre.‘!.ident. is the representative ex-
officio of the Chamber on the Managing
Body of the Bengal Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society.

The President, The Hon’ble Mr. H. D, Townend (Messrs. Shaw
Lady Canning Memorial Fond, Wallace & (o.) is also the Tepresenta-

tive, ex-officio, of the Chamber on the
Committee of Management of this Fungd,

Mr, J. Morshead (Mossrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd) was ree

The Indian Museum. nominated as the representative of the

_ Chamber on the Board of Trustees of
the Indian Museum.

Mr. W. A, Huitt, a3, (Messrs, Mackinnon Mackenzie & Col)

Bengal Board of Film Censors, succeeded Mr. F, Mo
firm in M
m Censors,

k of the same
2y as the representative of

the Chamber on the Board of Ty,
The President, The Hon'ble My, H. D. Townend
Victoria Memorial. Wallace & Co) is ex-officio  Trustee

and a membey of the Executive Com.-
epresenting the Chamber,

(Messrs. Shaw

mittee of the Victoria Memorial 1

cv)

Mr. W, J. Younie, C.A. (Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, Peat & Co.) and

Mr. K. R. Fettes, CA.,, R.A. (Messrs.

R Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) are the

representatives of the Chamber on the Governing Body of the Govern-
ment Commercial Institute.

Government Commercial Institute.

i i tative of
. . enter (Messrs. Bird & Co.) is the reprssen.
b % W & Garp the Chamber on the Governing Body
The Caleutta Technical School. of the Caleutta Technical School.

The Chamber’s raprsSentétive on this Board is Mr. F. W. A.

3 . Bird & Co.
Boerd of Apprenticeship Training. Carpenter of Messrs. Bir

g i rbuthnot & Co.}
s, C.A., R.A, (Messrs. Gillanders Ar

e . T Fetters represents the Chamber on the Board
St Thomad' School. of Governors of St. Thomas’ School.

Messrs. Shaw
r i Hon'ble Mr. H. D, Townend ( ;

The Prosident, The Wallace & Co.) is an ex-officio member
La Martiniere : Board of Governors. of the Board of Governors of this

Institution.

i Arbuthnot & Co.)

A, R.A, (Messrs, Gillanders
i T oties, Gt (the nominee of the Bengal Chamber
Indian Accountancy Board, is the representative of the Associated

Chambers of Commerce of India on this Board.

i i ies (India) Ltd.)
Tmperial Chemical Industries (
M . M, Molesworth (fmp continued to represent the Chamber

Indian Statistical Institute. on the Council of this Institute.

i r t & Co.) and

i .., (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthno
M. A 7. Blkdne, 0.5, (Hos Mr. A. W. Taylor, O.B.E. (Messrs,
District Charitable Society- Macneill & Co.) are the representatives

f the Chamber on the Committee of the District Charitable Society.
0! e

3 ill & Co.)
i i . McIntyre (Messrs, Macneil

On the resignation of Mr. YZ April, Mr. A. W. Taylor of the same
Government Workouss Counctl firm was nominated to represent the

amber on the Committes of Management of the Government ork-
Ch d Work:

house.

-



(8) (9)

Mr, J. Morshead (Messrs. Turner Morrison' & Co., Ltd.) is the Sir Henry Horsman is the joint representative of the Upper India
-European Unemployment Relicf representative of the Chamber on this International Federation of Master and Bengal Chamber of Commerce
~Committee, Committee, Cotton Spinners and Manufacturers on the Committee of the Federation.

. Association.
The Presi ) g : .
resident, the Hon’blo V\l;/hil H. &D T(;\\ nend (Messrs. Shaw Mr. P, F. S. Warren, AM.IC.E, M.LE, (Ind.) (Messrs. Jessop & Co.,
. L. Co.) is the representatiy i ivi
Ex-Services Association : Central allace g ntative Scientific and Ld) is the roprosentative of the
Council. of the Chamber ex-officio on the Central Eﬁi.ﬁ:;:‘idxfn:;:ﬂl e Chamber on this Board.
Council of the Ex-Services Association.
Mr. W. J. B. Walker, ¢.A, (The States . ; Dr. W.@. Macmillan, B.Sec, Ph.D. (Aber. & Cantab), F.C.I, is the
. s CA, man Ltd) continued to serve . . : .
The Crichton Trust. as the representative of the Chamber Bengal Board of Scientific Research. gaples«;xgah\;e c)ffSt:I{e Slf;u“;)esle (;:hthe
vour. on the Crichton Trust throughout the ongat Bonrd of Boleniific Tesearel.
Mr. B The representative of the Chamber on this Board is Mr. D. I. Duff
VB L Mo . . -
Mr Lyne (Messts. Hoare Miller & Co., Ltd.) was re-nominated Bengal Electric Power Control Board,  Of Mossrs. Barry & Co.
Caloutta Saciely for the Prevention as the representative of tho Chamber . ) )
of Cruelty to Animals, on the General Committee of this Mr. W. Corsie (Messrs. Lyall Marshall & Co.) is the nominee of
Society for the yenr 1946-47. Bengal Provincial Sugar Board. the Chamber on this Board.
Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne of Messrs, Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. ropre- .
Advisory Pilot Commit.zcc, sented Ruropean Commerce in Caleutta Mr. D. Glodding, O.LE. (Caloutte Bleckric Supply Gorporation Ld.) .
, on the Advisory Pilot Commi . - . continued to serve as the Chamber’s
1946. The Chamber has recontly . . mibtee during Provincial Transport Authority, representative on the Provincial Trans-
c . 11y been advised that in future the Bengal. .
ommercial representatives on the Advisory Pilot Committee will b’ port Authority, Bengal, as provided for
appon.\bod by the Government of India from o panel of six names to ba under the Bongal Motor Vohioles Aok, 1939,
submitted annually by the Port Officer (Pilotage) Caleutta o ’
Mr. P. G . Mr. J. P. Baggs (Mossrs. Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co.) continued
. P. G. Knott (Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.) tho nominee Regional T; t Authorit bo reprosent the Chamber on the
egio: ort Authority. . .
EF"'"I Advisoty Committes for of the Bengal OChamber is one of e Tenep Y Regional Transport Authority through-
ighthouses. g!e representatives of tho Associated out the year.
hambers of Commerco' i
y : . . of India
tho Central Advisory Committeo for Lighth y N ndia o Mr. J. B. Elias (Messrs. B. N. Elias & Co., Ltd.) represents the
Commerce in Bengal shithouses, representing Buropean . s
sal Indian Central Tobaceo Committee,  Chaanber on this Gommittee.
Mr, 8. D. Gladstone (Messrs 1 : -
o 5~t}?0gilvy, Glllan‘derg & Co., London) is In view of tho departure on leave of Mr. A. J. Elkins (Messrs.
e on of Chambers of epresentative of the Chamber on Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) in June,
of the Brilish Empire, the Executive C. il Town Planning Committec : Standin
ton ouncil of the Federa- Q‘.’,‘Zi‘m-.ﬁ';"é'ﬁr ?mm“ o € Mr. A. L. Comeron (Messrs. Andrew
Th, ’ Yule & Co., Ltd) was nominated to
© representatives of the Chamber on the Committes of M the Town Planning Commifteo as well as the Standing Quartering Board.
A anage-
Seamen’s Welfare Association : ment of this Association nre i )
Indian Seamen’s Clinic. P. G. Knott (Messrs, M e Mr. H. C. Bannerman (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) became the
Balcomb Mackenzie & Co.) ‘an.d kY eckinnon . Chamber's representative on this Com-
a; C;J‘“, o (M'essrs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ltd % ;] ir. L. W. Fucl Oils Advisory Committee. mittoo, in place of Mr. A. J. Popper-
late Sir Renwick Haddow and Mr, J. Morsh o0 oY sueceedod the - i ’
shead respectively, corn, resigned.

—
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Mr. J. A. Murray (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.), the Benga,
Chamber i i

Al India Council for Technical mber 8, nominee, is the represents-

Education.

Commerce of India on this Couneil.

The Bengal Chamber’s nominee, Mr. J. Aitken (Messrs. Jamus
Finlay & Co., Ltd.)is the representa.

tive of the Associated Chambers of
Commerce of India on the Coal Control Board.

Coal Control Board.

Mr. C.E.J. Crawford {Imperial Ohemicél Industries (India) Ltd.)
was re-nominated as the Chamber's
Tepresentative on the . re-constituted

Bengal Board of Industries.
Board of Industries, Bengal,

Mr. J. MeIntyre (Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ltd.), the
nominee of the Bengal - Chamber of
Commerce, was elected in May as

the representative of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of India in place of Mr, R. Scherer.

Imperial Council of Agricultural
Research,

Mr. H, Gibson (Messrs, Burn & Co, Ltd.) hasbeen recommended
by the Chamber to serve as its
representative on the Special Advisory

Committee for the Develo
. ) ) pment of
Technical Education to be set up by the Government of Bengal

Special Advisory Committee on the
Development of Technical
Education in Bengal.

Mr. Bernard Mathews, F.R.IB.A, F.S.J, M. & P, I. (Messrs, Ballardie,

Thompson & Mathews), the nominee
of the Bengal Chamber, is the re-
presentative of the Associ -
bers of Commerce of India on this Board, ochated Oham

Mr. G.J. Gardner (

All India Board of Architectural
tudies.

Messrs, Kettlewell Bullen & Co., Ltd.) was re-
nominated as the representative of the

interests connected with the Chamber
on this Committee,

Mr. J. Meek of the Greneral Electric Co. (India)

Textile Trade Marks Advisory
Committee.

¢ Ld. is the represent-
utw.e of the Associated Chambers of
India on the Court of the Indian
Tnstitute of Science, Bangalore.

The report of the Royal Exchan
The Royal Exchange. ’

Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore.

ge for the year 194

6 is
this report, appended to

tive of the Associated ,Chambers of |

{11

Arbitrations under the auspices of the Tribunal of the Chamber
are classed under three headings, jute,
piece-goods and general. The heading
“general arbitrations” embraces jute manufactured goods, coal, etes;
disputes in which mostly questions of law and custom are involved,
and all cases in which goods other than jute and piece-goods are con-
cerned. .

The Chamber Tribunal of Arbitration.

The total number of arbitration cases instituted during the year
1946 was 813 and there were 47 cases pending at the close of the year
1946, Of these cases, 591 proceeded to award; 51 were withdrawn;
and 218 cases were pending at the close of the year 1946. In one case
6 awards, in another 3 awards, and in 3 cases 2 awards each were issued
as the disputos arose from more than one contract. The various classes
of goods in cases in which awards were issued were ropresented as
follows :—Jute 570 ; Hessians and Bags 7 ; Piecegoods 1; and Miscellane-
ous 13. The revenue derived by the Chamber from Institution fees
paid by membors and non-members, including applications for the issue
of certified survey reports, referred to in the following paragraph,
amounted to Rs. 36,506 as compared with Rs‘\32,266 in the preceding
year.

During the year under roview 27 survey applications wers received
and 3 applications were pending at
the close of 1945. ‘These were dealt
with under thio rules for surveys which were introduced in 1938, Arising |
out of these applications 30 certified reports were issued. The various
classes of goods were represented in this total to the following extent—
Linseod 7; Hessian Cloth and Bags 193 Tea Chests 1; Rice 1; Cotton
Yarn 1; and Silk Hose 1.

Chamber Surveys.

The report of the Managing Committee of the Licensed Measurers
Department of the Chamber for the
year ended the 31st December 1946

Licensed Measurers Department.

will be issued separately.
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GENERAL

The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India : 28th Annual
(jeneral Meeting—December 1946 :~—Tollowing the usual practice His
Ixcellency the Viceroy was invited to open the 28th Annual Genes 1
Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India, but }?
Excellency feeling that it would be unsuitable for him now vto maki N
speech to the Chambers in view of the alter i,
tftnoes regretfully had to decline the invitation,
tion, the Hon’ble Pundit Jawahavlal Nehru a
Government was invited to be present at the meel
Chambers.

To maintain the tradi-
s head of the Interim
ting and to address the

Nehf}efg]r]:zo 1‘1;1(15 e}fcaptionully large and expectant gathering Pundit
, glven a warm welcome, opened th, i
Chamhors e & e, e proceedings of the
_ g on Monday, 16th December 1946
M ) 6. Many Central
and Provincial Government officials and other distinguished guests

favoured the Chambers i
; on this oceasio
tituent members Wwas very large, mand the wtondanca of cons-

\ ]The following resolutions—which war

at the instance of the Chamb, i
ers g

at the meeting :— pectfed

e soverally brought forward
—Were unanimously adopted

L5 g : j
mport Trade Control : Tariff protection~Madras Chamber of Commerce.

This Association draws ¢
policy whereby protection iy
withholding import licences

that assist
enquiry has been held by the T,
and in the interoests of the cou;

hfazitflntﬁon of t'he'Government of India to thoir prosent
B ed to certain indigenous industries by limiting or

granted by the Q i
ranto > ontroller of Imports, Thig Association

et
tries should only be gj a

ariff Board and asi; o o o

el such assistance found to be justified

fd

05t of Living : Prices n 7 S.—Puj vamber of Commerce
Cost of Li Prices of essential con nodities.—Punjal er of C'
Chamb, mme;

While rocognisin,
g the magni i
obstacles thatetind 1t s gnitude of the problem and tho difficulties

: tht | and
adoption of iminediate and efre o staE Fevomtton

m ds to the Government the
lise and, so far as is possible,

f nocessitics in the country and check

a further riso

o

Commercial and industrs, f
rial policy—ad,
5 ras Clamber of Co,
mmerce,

This Association draws thy
) . 2 © attenti £
inboront in (1 thr peer o REOR of the Government of India to the d

o xnn angors
i the part of Provincial Govornment of "

mposing

ed constitutional cireums. -

o
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restrictions on cortain forms of industrial oxpansion (i) the failure of the Central
and Provincial Governmonts to evolve a commeon policy in commerecial and industrial
matters and (i¢5) the hasty and unwarranted use of powors under war-time controls,

Derequisitioning.—Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

This Association desiros to impress upon the Government of India the need for
acoelerating (1) the rolease of premisos still under requisition and (3) the settlement
of outstanding claims in respect of properties previously or how under requisition,”

Trade Unions.—Bengal Chamber of Commerce,

The Associated Chambers, while weleoming tho declaration by the. Government
of India of its programmo of labour moasures of the next five years, considers that
greater omphasis should be placed on the securing from labour of a much higher
standard of productivity and responsibility, without which the ambitious schemes
now proposed will merely mean a disproportionate increase in ind jal costs with
consequent adverse effects upon congumers in India and the country’s export trade.

In particular the Chambers would urge, first, that Government should use their
influence to improve the standard of trade unions so that they should bocome Asso-
ciations of real tradesmen protecting the interests of their members but also ensuring
that their members are properly qualified in their respective trades and prepared to
give good work in return for fair wages. Secondly, the Chambers would urge that
the offorts of Government Labour Departments and Conciliation Officers-should not
Do directed, as they so often are at present, to inducing employers to accept labous’s
demands without considering whether the domands are roasonablo or endeavouring
to impress upon workers that they have obligations to discharge to their employers.

The Coal Industry : Indian Coalfields Committee.—Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

This Assooiation notes with considerablo concern the presont unsatisfactory
labour position in the coalfields which is due generally to irresponsible labour agita-
tion and which, if continued, will have serious effects upon the production and the
cost of coal and, therefore, on the economy of the country as a whole, The Associa-
tlon considers that the responsibility for dealing with the situation is essentially
that of the Government of India which should take immediate steps to bring about
an improvement by means of a policy which takes into consideration not only claims
submitted by labour, but all aspects of industry. To that end tho Association would
strongly urge that there should be implemented immediately the recommendation
contained in the recently published report of the Indian Coalficids Committee that a
Central Department of Fuel and Power should be established and- that this Depart-
mont should be the only Department rosponsible for matters rclating to the ocoal

industry.

Sales Taz Legislation.—Madras Chamber of Commerce.

This Association stresses the desirability of tho unification of Sales Tax legisla-
tion throughout British India and the Indian States wherever such taxes are in

existenco.

——
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8. Income Tax Appellate Tribunal.—Punjab Chamber of Commerce.

As the conditions which previously prevailed no longer oxist, this Association
urges upon the Government of India that it restore the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal Contres to their original localities.

9. Indian Income Tax Act: Double Income Taz Relief.—Bombay Chamber of Commerce,

In view of the prosont unsatisfactory method of taxation of non-residents under
Sections 4 and 42 of the Indian Income-tax Act, and the complications and delays
involved in the settlement of Double Income Tax Reliof undor Section 49, this Asso-
ciation recommends that the Government of India should, at the carliest possible
date, negotinto with His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and the
Governments of other countries a Convention for the avoidance of Double Taxation
on the general linos of that concluded in April 1945 hotweon His Majesty's Govern-
ment and the Government of the United States of America, which will specify the
income to be taxed by each country and the method of avoiding double taxation in
respect of such income as is not oxempted from tax in one country or the other,

10 dir mail fees—Upper India Chamber of Commerce,

That this Assocfation, having regard o the importance o the cconomic wolfare
of the country, more particularly its industrial and commereial advancement, of the
Air Mail Services, now, or likely to be, in operation lotween this ard other coun-
tries, urges upon the Government the necessity of an early revision of tho existing
Air Mail rates with a view to bringing these nearer the levels which were in opera-
tion prior to the war.

11 Shoricomings of the Posts & Telegraphs

Services.—~Upper India Chamber of
Commerce,

This Association invites the attention of Governmont to (¢) tho sorious dolay at
presont experionced in the transmission and delivery of inland telegrams, including
oxpress felegrams, and (b) the almost complete uselessness of the Trunk Telophone
Service from tho point of view of the commercial community
allocated to Governmment Departments and Military Officers ‘and requests that
immediate steps should be taken towards effecting all round. improvement in the
Services to the public by.the Posts and Telographs Department,

aggravated by prioritios

Tribunal of Arbitration: Arbitration under the Calcutta Baled
Jute Association Contract Form.—A proposal to amend the Arbitration
Clausoe in the Caleutta Baled Jute Association’s Contr,

provide for all arbitrations to be conducted by the Tri

ved to the Chamber. The

decision being one
for the Calcutta Baled Jute Association to take—Arhitrators would be

sclected by the Registrar in individual cases from the “baled jute—
pucca bales” section of the Tribunal’y panel of arbitrators compiled
In accordance with the now procedure, and that overy endea;our wI:)uld
be made to adopt the Tribunal Procedure and spoed of disposal of cases
to the requirements of the  trade in the event of Cllllllll;er bitration
being decided upon in preference to private arbitration, it

act Form so as to

POST-WAR

Release of Military Personnel: “B” Release Terms.—In view of
numerous inquiries concorning the terms attaching to “B " Class
relensos the Associated Chambers of Commerce obtained through
correspondence and interviews with the . War Department during the
vear clarifications on the following points :— .

(1) The obligations sought to be imposed upon employers on the
return to their former employment of “ B ™ releaso por-
sonnel ;

(2) Leave pay in the case of :

(a) Personnel released for work of national importanee prior
to the 18th June 1945; and

(b) Personnel released on * B ” release torms under Army
Instruction (India) No. 1051 of the 3rd November 1945
which has retrospective elfect to the 20th June 1945,

The outcome of these enquiries was the information given below by
0
the War Department :—

(1) Employers' Obligations.—~Thesge are prescribed in paragraph 8 of
Army Instruction No, 1051, the relative portions of which read as
follows :— N

8. The prospective employer must submit along with his application a copy
of the contract into which it is proposed to entor with the person or persons to be
released, which will contain a provision that, in the event of their nor}tinuingin
his employment for a period beyond the expiry of six months from their date of
release ho will guarantee to them the following minimum or equivalent benefity
on their quitting his employment or on being discharged by him :—

(@) A lump sum payment equivalont to two months’ pay of the rank held by
them on the day preceding their release from Army Service including
lodging allowance, marriageffamily allowance, separation allowance,
Indian Army allowance and Corps pay of which they were in receipt on
that date.

(b) Cost of journey for themselves and their dependants in the class of M‘f""“
modation and to tho destination to which they would have beon cnf‘mo:['
had they romained in Army Sorvico and boen reloased as class “ A
rolonses in due course, For this purpose the rank on‘ which this entitle-
mont will bo based will bo that held 6n the day prior to roleaso under

this Instruction.
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After careful consideration it was decided to maintain the obligation
on the part of the employer to pay two months pay as bonus to the
employee but a time limit of five years has been fixed. In other words
an employer would have no more obligation of this nature after an
employee had been in service with him for five years. This period would
count from 1st April 1946 in cases of individuals already released under
class “ B " and from the date of release in cases of future releases under
clags “B”, It should be noted that the limitation to five years applies to
the repatriation clause as well as to the bonus clause of paragraph 8 of
the Army Instructions No. 1051/45. That paragraph was amended by
the addition of following note after sub-paragraph 8 (b) :— ’

- The obligation of the employer under the above two sub-clauses will ]dbse after he
hos kept tho employee in his service fora period of five years. Iu all past cases tho
poriod of five years will be calculated from 1st of April, 1946, and in future cases from
the date of release.

(2) Leave Pay:(a) Persomncl released prior to 18th June 1945.—
Such personnel were released from Army Service prior to the date which
has- been fixed by the War Office and adopted by the Government of
India as that from which class ‘B’ release benefits (including 21 days
release leave) would be admissible. Those released prior to 18th June
1945 wero governed by the provisions of AT (T) 128/43 under which they
were entitled to take any balance of war leave due to them at the time
of their release. The original instructions for rolease undor clags ‘B’
were issued in A. L. (I)533/45,which had since been superseded by A. L
(I) 1051/45. The intention of para 14 of A, I(I) 1051/45 is to bring per-
sonnel released for work of national importance prior to the issue of
A. L (I)533{45 under the provisions A. I(I) 1051/45 as regards para 8-13
but not for purposes of para 4 which ‘govern release benefits. Para 14 of
AT (I) 1051/45 does not extend class * B ' benefits to those released prior
to 18th June 1945. These individuals are entitled only toa ‘gm‘nt in
respect of any overseas service and war gratuity up to the date of release
if otherwise admissible. !

The question of release benefits to individ
©18th June 1945 was carefully considered and
benefits were not admissible.
agsist the individual during
civilian post.

uals released prior to
it was decided that such
Leave with pay for 21 days was granted to
the resettloment period to taking up his

) “B" Releases under A.I(

1) 1051{45.~T iof ¥ .
56 days leave under clags * A o114 o chiat reason for tho

R .
was to give the individual some financial
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assistance during the period when he was settling down to civil life and
seeking employment. So far as Class ‘B’ was concerned, employment
is guaranteed, the individual is released before his turn and under the
circumstances the loss of 35 days pay in his case would be no real hard-
ship. The policy was identical to that followed by H.M.G. and Govern-
ment of India regretted they were unable to alter it.

A further point elucidated was that of individuals serving a defor-
ment period (e.g. past their date for Class ‘ A’ release) who were released
under Class ‘B’ subsequent to May 1946. Such individuals had their
deferment cancelled and came under Class * A’ release benefits.

v

Resettlement and' Re-Employment of Ex-Service Personnel and
Discharged War-Workers.—The Directorate-General of Re-settlement
and Employment of the Department of Labour, Government of India,
set up in April an Bmployment Advisory Committee at Caleutta to be
attached to the Directorate of Settlement and Employment, Bengal
and Agsam, to advise the Regional Director of Re-settlement and
Employment, in all matters rolating to the re-settlement, employment
and training (technical and vocational) of ex-servicemen and discharged
war-workers in Bengal.

The Chamber when asked to appoint a representative elected Mr.
K. D. Jalan on the recommendation of the Indian Jute Mills Association,
engineering interests being separately represented through the Indian
Engineering Association. Mr. Jalan was later succeeded by Mr.
D. P. Goenka of Messrs. Ramdutt Ramkissendass.

The inaugural meeting of the Employment Advisory Committee
took place on 30th April 1946 when it was decided to forma Sub-
Committee for Vocational and Technical Training to discuss a scheme
drawn up by the Government of India for the technical training of
demobilised service persomnel with the object of (i) providing facilities
of technical training to suitably qualified demobilised service personnel
with a view to facilitating their re-settlement in civil life, and (i7) secur-
ing an adequate supply of skilled personnel required for post-war
development schemes both Government and private.

The Chamber when asked to appoint a represontative to this
Sub-Committee considered it desirable to enlist the services of some-
one with experience of the building or engineering trades since the
Sub-Committee would be primarily concerned with these trades and

& i

%
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nominated Mr. W. Todd of Messrs. Mackintosh Burn Ltd. as its
representative.

At the meeting of the Employment Advisory Committee held in
July discussion took place as to how the Employment Exchanges could
be made more useful and how the difficulties with which the Exchanges
wero faced could be met. It was decided that the Regional Director
sllmuld meet a small Committee of each Chamber of Commerce to
discuss these matters. Members of the Chamber’s Industrial Affairs
Sub-Committee met the Regional Director on 14th August when
Fhe Regional Director of Resettlement and Employment, in emphasis-
ing the importance of the orderly and steady re-absorption into
* ¢ivil employment of demobilised Service men, discharged war workers
and cermi.n other categories of persons who had rendered approved
war service, pointed out tlat the ordinary methods of recruitment

followe y commercial and i i mployers were not generally
d b, d industrial employe:
8 re nob g

To help the Regional Director and as a means of fulfilling th
pledges of co-operation given by employers, the Chamber su gestid l:z
members that they might (a)in preferonce to advertising, glac ith
the nearest Employment Exchange some fixed prscenb;,pe ?t\;l'\
total re{quirements for certain specified posts in order bhntgexos v‘e“
mafl mlgh.’c have a chance of being put forward for the vaccmc'~ . mg
()] %f possible give advance information to the Bmployment Ex }135!" o
their pl:obnble personnel or labour requirements for new G D’:‘De m:
apprenticeship and training schemes with the percentuge]z;ojtglcestle

requirements which they wo ve for ex-Servic
uld be propared t or ex-5e:

! 0 reser - i

men and discharged war workers. i

An up-to-date list of the Iy
: mployment I 3
Agsam was eirculated by the Chamber for thixszjl‘:i: for Bengal ond

Civilian Passages (1)

By Sea.— ;
Chambers of Commorce, Reprosentatives of tho Associated

Service Advisory Commit‘;,l;zs Ei“ﬁ‘;gi?“g Assoclation wnd tho Nationel
a ded a i N

Mz.u'ch convened by the Government to Z‘i:‘;tlllg o Delbi on the 180

Priority Passage Scheme, u

as follows :—

0 e ss the working of the
The business dealt with can be summarised

(i) General.—1It 3
neral—It was stated that during the oight months which

had elapsed sinee the last Civi assage Conforence, o
P f , over

(1)

10,000 civilians had left India by sea and air, & monthly
averago of 1280.

(1) Sea Passages Board—To allocate accommodation between

civilian and service personnel according to shipping space
a Sean Passages Board had been seb up congisting of
representatives of the three Services, the Sea Transport
Department, the Civil Deparbments concerned, with & non-
official who would in future circulato summaries of
information regarding civilian passages.

(iif) Cabin Accommdation—The governing factor in the shipping

problem ex India was the amount of cabin accommodation,
particularly the amount of cabin accommodation suitable
for women and childron. Accommodation in commercial
vessels, suitable for eithor sex, seldom exceeded 250 to 300
berths each month, and delegates were asked.to advise their
constituents to refrain from pressing for accommodation in
guch vessels, Considerably larger numbers of berfhs
were usually allotted in Hired Transports. The Director of
Movements mentioned that His Majesty’s Government had
beon asked to place certain vessels having reasonably good
cabin accommodation at the disposal of the Government of
Tndia for the carriage of civilians from Tndia.

(iv) Registration of Families—Under the revised scheme for the

registration of families and fianceos desiring passages from
the U. K. to India, to come into offect from the 1st April
1946, applicants would be grouped according to the period of
separation from the head of the family. It was expectoed
that the old list would be cleared by the end of April, e);cept
for a few doubtful starters.

(v) The Key Leave Scheme.—The Conference accepted the Govern-

ment’s proposal to raise the Key Leave Sen quota from 175
o 300 o month from May to comprise A and B lists of 100
and 200 respectively. It was agreed to base the sub-quotas
on the relative uropesn populations as revealed by the
National Service Advisory Committee rogistration figures;
the Civil Passage Controller would prepare & draft schemo
for approval of all concerned. Key Leave Sea Passage Lists
ap to July 1946 have been gupplied by the National Servico,
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Advisory Committoe and ro-published by the Chambor to
members,

(#i) Civil Passage Controller—~The function of the Civil Passage
Controller was to allot priority in accordance with the
Government Schedule and to maintain o waiting  1ist,
When accommodation bocame available tho Deputy Civil
Passage Controller (Bombay) would bo informed by the
shipping agent of the number of berths availablo, whereupon
the Deputy Civil Passage Controller would nominate the
requisito number of persons from the “top of this list to fill
those berths. The shipping agent would then allot berths
and arrange for passages, It was explained that the Deputy
Oivil Passage Controllor (Bombay) seldom received this
information more than 14 to 17 days in advance: conse-
Quently it was not possible to give passengers more than
10 to 14 days’ notice. In the case of commercial vossels
the notice might be even shorter.

The only solution to the problem was of course to provide more
shipping for India which could be brought about only through the agency
of His. Majesty's Government and not the Government of India and
every approach, official and non-official, had' been followed to bring
pressure on His Majesty’s Governmont to effect the very necessary
volief as early as possible. Similar action was taken in respect of the
reduction of the Koy Leavo Air Quota consequent upon the extension
of the air servico to Australia.

As is known to mombers, the responsibility for the allocation of
sen pussages has now been restored to the Shipping Lines operating
through a joint Passage Pool in Bombay. The Pool has undertaken
however to fulfil priorities granted by the Civil Passage Controllor.

(2) By Air—(a) Key Leave Passages to the U, K.
roprosentations made by the Asso, ;
against the large reductions in ke
the Government of Indin stated that the reductions w.
sudden decision taken in London to withdraw the Sunderland Services
from India. The Civil Aviation Department of the Government ?1Iv di
having appealed to tho Ministry of Civil Aviati A
increase in the essential minimy
promised that the York Service to India would be steppoed
then level of two Yorksa week to g daily o oppac

! ~In reply to
ciated Chambers of Commeroo of India
¥ leave air passages made in May 1946,
ere the result of a

India, were
up from its
York Servico by Septomber,
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Improvemeont in the situation depended on how quickly this programme
progressed.

While exprossing appreciation of the efforts of the Government of
India in this dirveotion, the Associated Chambers took the opportunity
of (i) elx1p1\;isisi1\g the extreme importance, during the period of post-
war roconstruction, of adequate air travel faocilities between India
and the U, K., not only for key loave personnel, but also for business,
executives travelling on essential business under appropriate priorities,
and (/) pointing out that the rvestriotion in the accommodation
available had resulted in many development plans being held up.

Tho Asgsociated Chambers urged that the Air Priorities Board
should give non-official claims to priority the most caroful consideration
and an adeguate share of the available though restricted accommodation
relatively to other claimants, including officials and those travelling on

services duty.

(b} Procedure for Passengers awaiting Passages by R. A. F. Transport
Command.—The Air Booking Centre, Calcutta, expressed concern at the
increasing number of passengers who for various reasons were having to
be offloaded. In reply the Chamber pointed out to the Air Priorities
Board that much of the misunderstanding responsible for the off-loadings
had been directly attributable to—

(/) the inadequate briefing of passengers by the Air Booking Centre;

() adherence by the Air Priorities Board, & year after the end of
the war in the West and nine months after the end of the
war in tho Bast, to the inept system of settling air priorities
only ono day prior to the departure of the plane, thus
leaving intending passengers ignorant of whether they
would be allowed to travel until the late afternoon of the
day prior to departure ;

@#77) failure of the R.A. T. Transport Command to maintain a
regular schedule ;

(iv) unnocessarily rigid procedure in such mattors as the payment
of fares at the Air Booking Centre.

The Air Priorities Executive Committee, Calcutta, stated tlm..t w!nile
the passsenger priority was known the day after receipt of application,
this information would be of no great use to the passenger as the
instructions for loading the aircraft could not be issued until the day
bofore departure for various reasons.

-
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A large number of routes terminating in Calcutta set down loads
for onward carriage such as troops and diplomatic mail, vaceine ang
penicillin ete. which had over-riding priority and had to be clenred
immediately on the next available aircraft.

Very few of the aircraft which operated the routes from Calcuits
ware based here, and therefore the operation of any day’s schedule was
in the majority of cases dependent on the arrival of the airveraft the day
bofore. During the monsoon the operation of exact schedules becams
increasingly difficult. Loading instructions could not be given there-
fore until there was at least a strong possibility of the aireraft being ablp
to depart next day.

The Air Priorities Executive Committee assured the Chamber that
c_nncellubions and offloadings were only made when absolutely essential,
and asked for appreciation of the fact that Transport Command were
carrying on the services under serious difficulties caused by the rapid
contractions: of the R. A. F. and the release of trained and experienced
personnel.

. (¢) Priority Passages from the U. K.to India.—The National Service
Advisory-Committes advised the Chamber that as it had been accepted
as the responsibility of the Committee to recommend priority passages
for staff demobilised in the U, K., members need only submit applications
in' duplicate certifying that the roquest was being made in respoct of &
previous smployee and.giving the following details :—

. (@ namo and address in tho U, K,

+ {®) posty.responsiblo for the payment of passage,

(¢) namo of agents in the U, K., and

{d) approximato time for which Dassapge was required,

Only © under oxceptional circumstances
recommended, and the Committee had TO Tesp
ding passages for wives and families H
continue to be made to the Civil P
by the individual concerned or by

)

could air passages be
onsibility for recommen-
applications for the later should

agsage Controllor, New Delhi, either
he firm,

This arrangement has now of course been suparsa;led

War-time Controls : Import Trade Control —(.
the Department of Commerce, Government of . India —Strong probosts

a) Representations lo .

(23 )

were made by the Chamber at the beginning of the year and -af
intervals throughout the year to the Department of Commerce of
the Grovernment of India against the use of tho emergency powers
of the import control systom to afford an indiseriminate protection to
indigenous industry by a virtual embargo on the importation of a
wide range of goods or by the severe limitation of the quantities
pormitted to be imported. In reply the Government of India said that
with the improvement of the shipping position they were considering
the question of how far the administrative policy of the Import Trade
Control could be modified. They agreed to take the views of the
Chamber into account.

Notwithstanding the lapse of several months since the first appioach
of the Chamber and the verbal assurances made by officials of the Depart-
ment of Commerce to representatives of the Chamber, no change of any
consequencoe in the previous administrative policy was announced and
none made itself evident in practice. The Chamber then wrote to the
Dopartment of Commerce, requesting early answers to the following
questions which had already been put to the Department vorbally :—

(1) Was Government prepared to give an assurance thatit was
neither their intention nor their practice to utilise their
powers under the Defence of India Act and Rules to with-
hold licences for the import of goods available from within
the sterling area for the purpose of protecting indigenous
industries?

() Was Government prepared, before placing any obstacle in
the way of the importation of such goods, to satisfy them-
selves fully that the indigenous industries concerned wore
in fact producing goods of the required quality in sufficient
quantity to meet the demand and marketing them at a
price reasonable to the consumer ?

The Department of Commerce replied that the Government of India
had carried out o comprehensive review of their import policy, with
spocial roference to the licensing instructions operative during the
shipping period from July to December 1946. As a result of this
review, a largo number of articles had been "transferrsd to the Empire
Open General Licence, while for many others larger quotas Imd been
ostablished than in previous licensing periods. It was found necessary
in the case of a limited range of articles to continue the war-timo

!
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pro.hibition on imports for a further period, but the list of such
articles wnu'Id be subject fo periodical review in which consideration
would be paid to the second of the two questions posed by the Chamber
above and to other equally relevant factors.

() Meeling with the Director of the Indian
London.-—Under the auspices of the Chamber a meeting took place on
the}lsthme with the Director of the Indian Supply Commission j
London who was paying a brief visit to Calcutta. ! .
attended by reprosentatives of the Industrial Assoc
with the Chamber, including the Calcutta Import T

Supply Commission iy

The meeting wasy
iations connected
rade Association.

The Director explairied the
Commission and from the dis
points emerged :—

principal functions of the Indian Supply
cussion which ensued the following main

(a) th:‘zeeg for uImd organised assessment of the requiroments of particulas
ndustries in India in order to facilitate an ad o
acilitag equate i
on the part of manufacturers in th, e sunetonten Lrcgrenme

allocations : e U. K. and the sanctioning of adequate

b) the aci
(b) tho need for tho placing of firm orders with manufacturers oy exporters in

the U, X, free from doubt as to i
. a specificati i fan i i
acceptable delivery dato and the like - ' PG dlan import Uoonces,

en by the Indian Supply
om Industrial Associations,
!)ouses particulars of their Tequirements, the
in the U. K. and their difficulties whether i

shipment or Pprice—though the question of exj
easy one ;

firm ordors placed by them
n the matter of production,
port price control was not an

(d) in the case of machi ,
o case o x:m_chme tools for the enginoering industry, gho
N N © 2 Y D] SSivi
improv In production ang availability, witl, p o herton
mprovement in the nest six monghe g oy of fusther

5 $, many Y
bools being availablo from the surplyg yor | e of s o

market ;

o ass machine
ar stocks now being put on tho

{e) in the case of tea machinery, a re
difficulties connected with U,
out in this and other cases—
respect of India
requosted ;

asonably easy position though with cortain

K.e i

m“ciport licences and—ag wyg now pointed
oyl Tore serious difficulty ang delay in
‘ 088, Ingtances of swhich the Director

(N in the caso of jute textilo
delay being duo mainly to
such as shuttles and boby;,

machinery, dolivery gener.
labour shortage and 1
s to shortage of i

ally not until 1948 the

1 tho case of wooden goods
ber ;
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(g) in the case of colliery plant and equipment, an gxtremely difficult position
at the U. K. end due to the mechanisation of the industry there, labour
shortage in the foundries, and the complications of nationalisation—in
which connection the Director stressed the need for firm orders and
adequate information to the Indian Supply Commission: of the Indian
industry’s requirements backed by evidence of the losses in conl production
caused by the delay in the supply of essential machinery ;

(k) lastly, that for individual irdustries or groups of importors the Indian
Supply Commission, if supplied with the requisite particulars, would
investigate delays and difficulttes in the U. K. and would submit progress
reports in such cases.

Discussion then turned to the difficulties created at this end by :—

(i) the delay, both in New Delhi and locally, which took place
in the issue of import licences which was necessary before
—in most cases—manufacturers in the U. K. would under-
take manufacture against orders and before exporbers in
U. K. could obtain export allotments ;

(77} the gross abuse of the Indian import licensing system to
“ block imports from the U. K. and elsewhere of goods alleged
to be of indigenons manufacture. B

Instances were quoted of the complete refusal of import licences for
—among other commodities—oil engines of the larger types, engine
spares ; flax canvas hose which was not manufactured at all in India ;
and hair belting of which the indigenous production was negligible in
relation to requirements, Emphasis was laid on the following points :—

(«) that this criticism of the abuse of the import licensing system
was in no way connected with the entirely separate
question of tho protection of indigenous industry, whether
by way of protective duties or subsidies as recommended by
the Tariff Board and subsequently decided upon by the
Government of India’;

() that the policy of the refusal of import licences directly
hampered the progress of India's industrial development
and, by ignoring the important factors of qualitative and
quantitative supplies and price, imposed an unnecessary
burden on the consumer at this end;

(¢) that the present policy conflicted with the objects and
activities of the Indian Supply Commission in the U. K.

)Jﬁ:
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The Director washnsked to take this m
Government of India, 'and,
trade control, the following
urged should be taken ;—

atter up strongly with the
failing the complate withdrawal of impont

were among ‘the remedies which jt wag

(1) the immediate and wide extension of opon general licences ;

(2) the revival of the Import Advigory Panels which could assigt
with the technical advioe so necossary to eliminate delays
in the issue of licenoos on the part of the Chief and Deputy
Import Trade Controllers and unjustifiable orders plvohibi£~
ing the issue of licences, due in both cases to inadequate or
misleading knowledge of the commodity involved ; and

(3) the delegation to Deputy Controllop
to issue import licenses for cap
in value compared with Rs. 25,00

s .t the ports of authority
ital goods up to Re, 1 lakh
0 as at present.

.The Director stated that he would be glad to give all possible
ussmtu,ncp in securing ma.chinery, equipment and other goods fl-orln the
Ii. K. and would weleome enquiries from mermbers of the Chamber. He
;J:SO rfgreed‘ to tal'{e up the various quostions relating to the import
wer?smg‘system with the Government of India and hoped it would be
possu.ble in the near future to take the necessary steps to ensu d
and just disposal of applications for import loeences, l oo

. R;;lease ‘nf Premises wsed fop Storage of Surplus U.S.ASS.
tu;ép ies.—Strong representations were recently made by the Chamber
0 Government for the relenge at the earliost possible tfal:e of requisi-

tioned commercial and indugtri
tic strial promises, patticul, j
jute mills being used for the storage ey Juto fyoesos and

t of surplus U.8,A.8.5, supplies.
The Chamber recommended that the whole question of the diapgspal Of
psiderod ata high level in order
elfv?(een the various Government
cilitate the necessary clearances

stores and the releage of premises be co
to formulate some common policy |
Departments involved wh

hich would fq,
a8 'soon as possible,

Post-War Development
nery and Equipment.—Iy T
of Planning and Developme
general dirsctive to Industri
naire to all firmg engaged in
and equipment, In ‘this con;

of the Manufacture of Electrical Machi-
uly .tho Government of India, Department
Illt, invited the views of the éhamber ona
2l Panels which wasg issued with a quesbion-
the manufactyre of electrical machinery

hedi " s
ction tho vipws Were intended to be given
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on the application of the Directive to the electrical machinory and
equipment industry.

The Chamber chose four of the questions in the dirvective on which

to commont, viz :

(©) whether the industry should he under Government ownership
either on grounds of national interest or because private
capital was unlikely to take it up, and if so, whether it
should be wholly oX partly managed by Government ?

(i) tho nature of the assistance required from the Government in
the form of protective duties, bounties, research grants,
expert advice, ete. ?

(i8) if the industry was to be under private ownership and
management, what controls, if any, should be exercised by
Government ? .

(iv) what should be the organisation of the different units of
the industry, e.g. should there be any industrial association ?
Would a cartel be desirable ? ;

and made the following observations to the Government on them
respectively :—

() The electrical machinery and equipment industry should
neither he under Governmont ownership nor partly nor
wholly managed by the Government. Private capital would
undoubtedly take full interest in the developmont of the
olectrical industry; and a highly technical industry such
as the electrical industry with a tremendous range of
products, was particularly unsuitable for Government
ownérship or control.

(1) As a general policy the .industry should, if economically
sound, be able to compete with imported products without
protective duties or bounties, as all types of raw materials
required were indigenous.

(fiY) No Government control was nocessary and the industry
should bo allowed to grow in a healthy manner under free
competition, and the forces of_supply and demand.
Government could assigh by controlling the quality of

SR
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products by the issue of standard specifications, adequate

national tosting laboratories, central research, ete, ’
(ivj Industrial associations should be encouraged within the
electrical industry as in othor industries:; the existing
Engineel:ing Associations could form the beginning of such
an associations.

TAXATION

o iaxat'mn and Expenditure.—At the Annual General Meecting of

t'le ‘ sslomated Chambers of Commerce hold in December 1945 a resolu

ion in the following terms was unanimo posal of
! usly adopted d

the Punjab Chambor of Commerco :— : o fhe proposel o

N This meeting urges the sebting up, immediately, of
€ 5y a ation in thi '

Wm‘yrzgnm and structure of taxation in this country in all its aspects and more specially

it x exence to the Central Government, with a view to the adoption ab an ea, f zLBt-

b " ntzal G ; E arly date,

ot mm:;u;:u:\(;sﬁof lznmhm:i as would effectively stimulate the rapid devc]o]ﬂi\ont of
culbure and industry in harmony wi

ooty this Ao y 'y with each other ; and pendi is

¥> this Association urgos Government to take early and active stnpslenf mdmz

so to reduco

expenditure that the excesy
profits tax and in, -
from the next financial yee ] come-tax surcharge rates may bo lowered

a comprehensive enquiry into

The text of the resoluti

! ution and of th,
adoption were in due course fo. ® poctte
Department of the Gov

e which preceded its
"warded for attention to the Finance
ernment of India who in thejr reply drew atten-
peech of the Hon’ble the Finance

d bo the prov Member on the

28th February 194 isi
Y 1946 an 1sions of the Indian Finance Act 1946

In his speech the Tin
s ance Member saj
up a Taxation Enquiry Committee in th%]d i he Triposed (a) to st

experience had shown confli ation where
spheres ; () to disconthmant:}l](: :: overlap to exist in their respective
after 31st March 1946 sand (¢) to ::SS]
and super tax with the basic rates 0,;?
the extent of Rs. 12§ s o

profits tax on earnings arising
gamate surcharges on income tax
mated to benefi

£ . s
crores at the expensge of the Cen the provincesto

tre.
The two latter propogals of

. " the T :
in the Indian Finance Act 1946, ¢ Finance Mamber Wwere given effect
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The Budget : Indian Finance and Income Tax (Amendment) Acts,
1946.—Immediately -copies became available, the Chamber with the
assistance of the Income Tax Sub-Committee exhaustively examined
the 1946 Finance Bill and the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1946,
giving effect to the Finance Member's Budget proposals for the ensuing
year. On the advice of the Sub-Committee, the Chamber took up with
the Grovernment of India, through the European Group in the Central
Legislature, a series of pointson which amendments wore thought to
be necessary or olarification desirable. On some of these points; the
Chamber’s representations resulted in favourable amendments being
accepted and items of doubtful interpretation being put right.

(a) Clarification was obtained on a number of points connected
with the additional depreciation granted under clause 3 of the Income
Tax (Amendment) Bill in respect of buildings and plant. As regards
colliery plant already dqualifying for the special depreciation allowance
of 50% announced in the Central Board of Revenue’s circular No. 25
of 1944, it was ascertained that for income-tax but not for B.P.T.
purposes, this would be reduced to 30% for the year of installation but
that the 50% would be allowed for the second year in addition to the 20%
allowable under section 3(a)(1) of the Income Tax (Amendment) Act,
1946.

(b) The OChamber's sattention was drawn to the doubt of
interpretation experienced by members with resultant difficulties
when assessments were made, owing to the absence of any defini-
tion of the word “ Reserves ” in Explanation (a), Part LT of the Schedule
to the Indian Finance Act, 1946. The Chamber, visualising further
difficultios when more assessments for 1946/47 were completed, asked
the Central Board of Revenue for a clarification as the Chamber consi-
dered that an important principle was involved.

Relovant Explanation (¢) reads as follows :—

“The expression ‘capital of tho company’ shall be deemed to mean tho -paid-up
share oapital at tho beginning of tho provious year for the assossment for the year
ending on thoe 31st day of March, 1947 (other than capital entitled toa dividend ata
fixed rato) plus any reserves other than depfeciation xeserves and rosorves for bad or
doubtful debts at the same dato as diminished by the amount on deposit on the same
date with the Central Government under Soction 10 of the Indian Finance Act, 1942,
or Section 2 of the Txcoss Profits Tax Ordinance, 1943.”

The Central Board of Revenue in reply agreed that reserves for plant
renovation (provided no depreciation reserve was disguised in it), for
stock adjustment and workmen's compensation should be included in
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the Cupite,ll of the company for the purpose of Super-tax agsessment Th

ChambeAr is at present seeking further clarification as to the po‘sib‘ :
of certain other forms of reserve such as that created in order to 1_0'1
the funds required for E.P.T. Deposits. provide

, tﬁxczs; Pr;ﬁtszax: Deposits-Refunds.—(a) In reply to a Tequest
y the amber for advice on the matte 0
i r of repayment &
under Sub-Section 3 of Excess P o o
rofits Tax deposits made b
: 4 gite v the:
:octtxlon i—ff the Excess Profits Tax Ordinance XVT of 1943, it w:; ;tz(z:;
y the Finance Department of the Govern .
ré ment of India that d it
g}add'e underwti]; provisions of Section 2 of the Ixcess Proﬁt:p?ls‘“j
rdinance, , up to 31st March 1945 "
d would be repaid on 1 i
while any deposits made under th e T M e
0se provisions after 31st March, 1945
::}o];ﬂi tt]zle é‘efun‘&ed on the expiration of two Years from the dzlbe«ma
i c] ) 1 e'poslt was made, This referred to the normal refunds, the
¥ exceptions to which were the earlier ‘than normal ref’unds

authorised by Rule 8 of the E
Pt e Hxcess Profits Tax (Post-War Refunds)

(b) There was a furth i
) er point on which then
gh:ich wsns referred by the Chamber to the Goverman‘:s:fsome e
nder Section 2(1A4) of Ordinanc
o e No. XVI of 1943 ] rovisi
wahc:;on 14A(6) of the Excess Profits Tax Act applied vvi’thl(:ehzl Oélslbur:ioz
X e
Then ngizlar assessmont was mado under Section 14 of thoezc\ct tl:le
oot of tc(;)rxtu')ulsory deposit payable thereunder was to be reduced
nt determined as payable under il -

e o ot the provisional a

hat the amount which became payable under the regular?ss;s:menté

smen

was the nett amount. Under Section 2(1)

ety ‘ c of the Ordinance the

e e Sesctli’ox‘:ﬁlt: ’fI&x which beecame Payable after regulariﬁf&iﬁf

mmerontly covien 1 of the Act‘\vas only the nett amount and it >\\'&5

o ony a‘nesliect of this nett amount that provision was d

o Shsectio uppe”m}lf 1;)fund. at all. In other words, on thig reus::;nc'

mrads wnior S & exist for the refunq of compul i .
of the Ordinance unless they vxlel S deptfsi)ts

vere covere Yy

the previous announ
cement of the Qe
to the refund of voluntary deposits. nirel Board of Revenue in regard

or clarification.

In reply the Minance Department (
the correct legal position regarding q
of Ordinance XVT of 1943, on the baf
that such deposits were to be re‘ m-
prepaid instalments of the tota] (i&;

Cen.kral Revenues) stated that
If)oslts t_nade under section 2(1A)
of provisiona] assessment,

€]

. v was,
O;i for ?no burpose of refu,nd as
réquired on the hagig of the

&T:—
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regular assessment, so that the date of refund of the “provisional”
deposit would be regulated by the date of the final instalment of deposit
paid on the completion of the regular assessment. To try and make
the position clear the following exainple wa¥ given by the Finance
Department i—

‘Provisional’ deposit Re. 10,000 paid on Lst November 1944

Total deposit required on the

basis of the full amount of

excess profits tax on regular

assessment (made on 15th

January, 1945) ... FEN Rs. 35,000
25,000 ¢

15,000 on 1st Feb. 1945 &

Balance deposit payable "

1
{ "
The Department explained that—

(i) the whole of the Rs. 35,000 was to be treated as a deposit
made by the 3lst March, 1945 and the date of its refund

would be counted from that date ; -

‘Which is paid
peh is pe 10,000 on 31st March 1945

(ii) in the excoptional case where the “provisional” deposit

equalled or exceeded the total deposit required on the
basis of the regular assessment, the date from which the

deposit ranked as a regular deposit for the

“ provisional "
lar

purpose of refund, would Dbe taken as the date of the regu
assessment order ; and

1d iteelf however carry interest

(1i7) a “provisional” deposit wou
, irrespective of

@ 929 per annum from the date it was paid,
the date of refund of guch deposit.

es.—The unusual rush at the Calcutta Treasury
counters and the difficulties experienced by the public in making pay-
ments caused by the introduction of Section 18A of the Income Tax
Act, led the Oommissioner ‘of Income Tax, Calcutta, to engage the
services of tho Reserve Bank of India in June for the collection of
individial payments of Rs. 1,000/~ and over. While th.o arrangemont
was still in the experimental stage and ‘there ‘V‘v'EI‘e. still matters for
adjustment the Chamber was asked by the Commissioner of Income

Payment of Tax

e

—
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Tax to give publicity to the following routine omissions which had
apparently been causing inconvenience at the Reserve Bank :

Tajlure: (a) fo draw choques in favour of the Reserve Bank

() to give on the challan cheque numbér, date and
name of bank on which cheque was drawn,

(¢) to insert signature (this objection referred to
challans filled up by the payers, e. g. in case of
deduction at source under Section 18 of the
Indian Income Tax Act by employers or for
peyment under section 18A) ; and

(d) to show amounts in figures and words on all parts
of challans,

It was pointed out that in the case of a combined cheque for Ineo
Tax and Super Tax when the individual sums wore Jess than R 100‘0“/?
one c.lmllrm might be drawn up for both Income Tax lund S . e T ‘
showing them soparately in the same challan and givin, 4 :,wlel 'h'a’x
would correspond to the amount shown in the cheque & foled whieh

Taxation of Commercial Partne;

Chamber rships.—Farly in the year the

Was pressed to take up with the Government of Tndia the

ment of India in the cas

ter e of limited compani
dividends in or ation

isc

der to discourage the dissipatio
E ion

encourage the accretion of adequate reserves.

namely of taxing
of profits and to

he Chamber obtain
ained an expregsion f vi
affecter b i ) o views from members
giffven andyH is que.shlon fzﬂd in the light of the majority of opi ‘e
1e experience in the U, K. decided ot ¢, o trar
Berthor. ¢ Not to pursue the matter

g communications
come-tax Appellate Tribunals be

of Benghog of the Tribunal be made

with the local benches of the In,
established, and {(b) that the decision
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available, was again carrled unanimously and later forwarded to the
Government of India for consideration,

The Government advised the Associated Chambers that while the
first part of their resolution had been met by the appointment of
Assistant Registrars to the local Benches from the st April 1946, the
Government proposed to adhere to the view that it was neither neces-
gary nor desirable to publish the decisions of the Tribunal. This matter
is still under consideration by the Associated Chambers.

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act and Rules, 1941 : (a) List of
Registered Dealers,—On the Chamber’s recommendation to the Revenue
Department of the Government of Bengal that it would facilitate the
enforcement of the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act 1941, especially
amended Rule 274, if Section 9 provided for a revised publication of the
entire list of Registered Dealers arranged alphabetically, the list of
Registered Doalers was revised and corrected up to 3lst March 1945
and published in an appendix to the Calcutta Gazelte of 18th April, 1946.
In addition arrangements were made to bring out the revised list in
book form along with a complete reference index, and for the preparation
of & supplement showing the changes in the list during the year ending
31st March 1946.

(b) Suggestions for Improvement.—In August the Chamber submitted
to the Government of Benga;l for consideration a number of suggestions
for the improvement of the working of the Bengal Sales Tax Act and
TRuleg, baged on the administrative and other difficulties being experi-
onced by members in giving effect to the existing provisions of the Act
and Rules,

The experience of members revealed a wide need for amendment of
the Act and Rules with the object of collecting what was due and
avoiding the collection of what was not due.

The Chamber'’s suggestions are still under consideration by the
Government.

Protective Duties Act, 1946, and Protective Duties Continuation
Act, 1946,—Two Bills, complementary to each other, were introduced
in the Indian Central
1946.
to onable through oxecutive action the

The first was a Bill
mendations made by the

immediate imposition, in pursuance of xecom

]

3,:_

Legislature, and both were passed on 18th April )
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Tariff Bonrd, of protective Customs duties on imported goods pending
the passing of the necossary logislation. It was considered that pog;
ponement might cause gravo injury to the industries concerned \vhosé
oases wero thon before the Tarilf Board,

The second was more specific in naturo : it sought to extend the
date to which duties characterised as protective in the first Schedule
to the Indian Tariff Act 1934 should have offect and to amend the Sugar
Industry (Protection) Act, 1932, Protection in both cases was extonded
for another year f.e., to 31st March 1947, Co ’

No objection to either measure was offored by the Chamber.

The Indian Stamp Act: Stamp Duty on Policies of Insurance
covering Accidents to Passengers travelling by Air.~In March tho
Chamber took up with the Government of Bengal the quiestion of the
Btfxmp duty payable an instruments of insurance against occidents to
pagsengers travelling by air,

The stamp duty on sucha poliey is governed by Articlo 47 of
Schedule I of the Stamp Act which is_so framed in relation to other
forms of insurance as to ensure that the amount of stamp duty payable
shall be but o small proportion of the total insurance premium. The
Selfeduls itsolf does not, however, make any special provisi{m for
Aviation Personal Accident Policies, presumably because such policies
and the need for them aro of rocent origin. But the existing sé)hedulo
does provide for a stamp duty of one anna on policies covering railwa.
accident valid for a singlo journoy and the proposal which thobCl by ¢
placed before the (overnment of Bengal was that this 5Lexn Imeﬂ:
sch'edulo, namely Article 47C (a) reading “ against 1-ai{wa accident
Vn,l'ld for a single journey only ”, should Do extended to inclui]e oocllic?:s
o‘f msumnce‘ngninst air accident valid for o singlo journoy onlp Tt
Chamber pointed out to Government that on the cﬁstomm Ay" b "
Personal Accident Policy of R, 10,000 for a single juurneyyoccvm ;"“
one day, carrying a promium of Re. 1 (1'% por mile), the uppr:;:rsfm"ti

stamp duty of one anna would still be in the relativi on
in tt e y hi i
. 4 i, he rolatively high proporti

The Chamber recently learned from the Boa
ment of Bengal, that under a Notification of th
No., 5-stamp dated 12th March 1938

d 1938, the Gover t i
f‘lrem,hf uuthor}sed remission of go mucfi, it any, of‘::II‘:eeztubm I}:]d-m hbgid
in British India under clause (a) of Article 47 (¢) of Scheflu]ce uIl%zuth:

rd of Revenue, Govern-
o Government of India

iy

indlan Stamp Act, 1899 on policies of ingurance covering aceidents to
pasgongers travelling by air as exceeded one anna in each rupee of the
amount of premium payable on the policy. This, it would scom,
adequately met the point raised by the Chamber.

Indian Oilseeds Committee Act, 1946.—The recommendations of
the Seloet Cominittee on the Indian Central Oilseeds €ommittee Bill—
that (2} an excise of ono anna per maund on oil leaving the mills and (b)
an export levy of two annas per maund on oilseeds oxported from British
India to destinations outside India, be imposed,—were adopted and
ombodied in the Indian Central Oilseeds Committeo Bill, 1946.

This went further than the orginal proposalin the Bill to levy and
collect a cess on all oilseeds crushed in any mill in British India at one
anna per maund and is in addition to a cess of 4% already lovied-on
tariff valuo on oilsceds exported outside India which is recovered for
sgriculbural purposes.

The Bill became law as the Indian Oilseeds Committee Act, 1946
with effect from the 18th April 1946.

BANKING

The Banking Companies Bill, 1946.—Members will recall that on
4th December 1944 the Chamber igsued for opinion copies of the Banking
Companies Bill 1945 and, on the basis of the replies roceived, subse-
quently prepared and submitted to the Government of India a
memorandum on the Bill.

During the 1945 Budget Session of the Central Legislature the 1945
Bill was referred to a Select Committee of the Legislature but lapsed
beforo its considoration by the Select Committee. It was reintroduced
during tho 1946 Budgot Session of the Legistature as the Banking
Companies Bill, 1946, Tho lattor Bill was based on the 1945 one with
cortain modifications ‘which had boeen accepted by the Governmoent on
cousideration of the opinions and criticisms received in 1945. The 1946
Bill, which was published in Parl V of the Gazelle of India dated 23rd
Mareh 1946, was referred by Government Lo a Select Committee who
commeoncod their sittings on the 21st November.

The Bill, as roported on and rovised by the Select Committee, us
now before the Contral Legislature and is boing carefully serutinised by

the Chamber.

*F
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o Tll:e Bankinbg Companies (Restriction of Branches) Act, 1946.—Ti,

hamber gave its support to a Bill to restrict th peni . mowl

of e 1o sum: i : he opening and removal
g Companies entitled the Banki:

(Restriction of Branches) Bill, 1946, which wag passed in tk 0“875“155

Assembly on 22nd November. e Contrl

By bringing forward this measure for controlling the opening and
removal of branches by Banking Companies
S,

the speculative Government had in mind

activities and dangers inherent i
¢ rostri
development of branches by certain Banking Companli:sthe “mas““‘?t"'d
Th i .
clmmb:r lzzf):):z:edBat;l: Rof Ind]xga (Amendment) Act, 1946.—Tho
¢ : -eserve Bank of India (A i
included in the programme for the last Session of( e o) B 198

when it was passed. the Central Asgsembly

An Ordinance promulgated on the 18th May 1946 made it illegal for
D or

banks to is romi
e OO::;: ]pgx:}ml;sory notes payable to bearer. The Ordinance
h November 194 j
Pt the Aot 6, and the object of the Reserve
permanent footing the ban on the i
s a e igsu

bearer by incorporatir .
India Act, 1934.

b promissory notes payable to
1g & suitable provision in the Reserve Bank of

FINANCE

International Monetary Fund :
Chamber's view .
value of the rup

" ey Eu Par Value of the Rupee.—The
e thgl y the Government of India on the par
to the International Monat;ycl;ol:‘:;nimim 25 of the ot 4o munteate
n terms of the Fund Agr
greement.

The Chamber stron,
_ gly recommend.
16 pae e ed that there be no i
1S por 1ch. had over the past twenty years stood th e
ying economic and war-time circumstancos, 1o festof widely

It was, the Chamb
. er suggested, virg {

time to arri > virtually impossible ¢
owin Coa::ve o t-he !“‘lla value of the rupee relativzlgstlble.dt the prosent
o ii o e contxbnumg Testrictions and controls ony’nQ gbhel‘ eurrencios

ther countri i ) ‘e i i

tho probable eﬁe:t :m?. Bl:l[: it was possible to forecast ixe both in India
o poaobablo ef n India’s economy of any apprecia; ! goneral terms
undouhtl disun established value of the rupee 'i‘lon or depreciation
edly have a marked detrimental effect on. t}fehobionuer would
ability of India’s

—

Bill, 1946—now an Act—was to putona .

(3

developing export trade to compete in world markets and would involve
» huge loss to India in the rupee equivalent of the large sterling balances
acoumulated on the basis of a 1s. 6d. exchange during World WarIL
Should India’s balance of trade become unfavourable to her for any
reason, these balances would themselves operate as a powerful factor in
maintaining the present rupee parity.

Conversely, depreciation of the value of the rupee would do little if

'anything to stimulate India's export trade, which already had a world

market for more than she could spare, and would merely place a serious
handicap on-the vital programme of rehabilitation and industrialisation
now being embarked upon. Long-term plans had been made and orders
placed for large-scale imports of machinery and capital goods, the rupee
cost of which would be proportionately onhanced by any depreciatian of
the value of the rupee in terms of sterling or dollars.

The Chamber found no justification for, and grave dangers in, any
attempt to make a change in the present rupee(sterling rate of exchange.
The wider interests-of the country asa whole clearly pointed to the
retention of the 1s. 6d. ratio under existing circumstances.

ent of India decided in December not to change the

The Governm
d the International Monetary Fund

par value of the rupee and informe
accordingly. The decision was arrived at after taking into consideration

the relative circumstances and the opinions gathered from throughout
the country which were overwhelmingly in favour of this course.

Foreign Exchange Regulation Bill—A Bill was recently introduced
in the Central Legislature to regulate certain payments in foreign
sxchange and securities and the import and export of currency and

bullion. Tt is now under reference to a Select Committce of the

Legislature.

During the war a- system of exchange control was set up under
the De(encé of India Rules in order to make the best use of the limited
supplies of foreign exchange. These rules expired on the 30th September
1946 but were continued for another six months. The shortage of foreign
exchange however continued and was likely to continue for some time.
Also India’s adherence to the Bretton Woods organisations required her
to take. certain measures to regulate transactions in foreign exchange in
order to fulfil her obligations of membership. This Bill gave the Central
Government powers to continue to control transactions in foreign ex-
change, securities and gold. It, however, contained certain modifications

p—
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and amendments which experienco over the past six years had shown to
be desirable, and was drafted in such o manner that the degree of restric.
tion on foreign exchange transactions could be relaxed or iner
executive orders in accordance with ¢
international agreements.

onsed by
he needs of trade and finance or

The Bill is-under careful consideration by the Chamber.

The Indian Coinage (Amendment) Bill:
Coinage.—Fullowing upon the widespre
ment scheme for the decimalisation of
further to amend the Indian Coinage A,
Legislative Assembly in February

Decimalisation of the
ad support given to the Govern-
the coinago in July 1945, a Bill
of, 1906, was introduced in the
and circunlated for opinion,

The object of the Bill, which the Chamber supported subjoct to
congideration of the detailed suggestions put’ forword in 1945
introduce a decimal system in place of the Present coinage systom.
During the transition period when both anna and cent coins would be
circulating side by side and prices might be quoted in terms of either,
it would be necessary fo provide for conversion involving fractions of
cents. As it was not proposed to issue cent coins of g smaller denomi-
nation thana half cent, the Bill, provided for conversions involving
smaller fractions to be made in respect of any one transaction to ch

nearest half cent, and where the amount involved was o quarter cent to
the nearest half cont below,

y was to

The Bill will probably be referred t

o e Select Committoe op
dered and passed during the present Bud

consi-
got session.

Industrial Finance Corporation Bill, 19467
invited to give an expression  of vigws on th.
Corporation Bill, 1946, which is coming up for
Budget Session of the Central Assembly,

he Chamber was
¢ Industria] Finance
consideration at the

The Bill is intended to ostablish tho Ingy
" of India for the burpose of making medium
readily available to industrial co.

tsbrinl Financo Corporation
and long-term crodits moro

neerns in Britigl ndia, papt arly in
circumstances where normal banking Lecommodation g ‘m' prlcpu~ tbc or
t appropria

recourse to capital issue methods ig \'mpructicable. Tho syt
established in several countries and in India the Cmpor);:.om h-ns been
a share capital of Rs, 5 er ! o will have

p ores. Tho sh ilbe held onty by 4o
ontral Government, the Roserve Bank, Scheduled Banks 7 by

Companies, Investment Trusts and other like 14 Insuranco

finaneia} Institutions.
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» rati vill
} will be no private holding of shares, The Corporation \\1; t:e
T\tclrsrieed to issue bonds and debentures under the guarantee of the
auth 8

Contral Government and will be authorised to make long-term loans o
ant

ibhi i . excoedin|
industrial undortakings rvepayable within a period mnot exceading

25 yenrs.

The Bill 'was in genoral supported by the (Jhmnber.t t"herc. w:lx":
i fnmbor asked its representatives in
vo points however which the Cham ‘ . i
E‘O:O;nﬁq:‘g?smture to raise viz (1) exemption of the Il:ldustlll\.l' Fm?:;:
Czlr‘ f):-at.i;n from taxation and (i) tho apparent exclusion oi-mmes
. rporation,
nmopng those to whom loans might be granted by the Corporatio

i i i Stock Exchanges on
P‘”OPOS?d Legi‘SIa—tlDo: E'If"’f ST}.‘eT\i?::?h?EI;osfnnic Adviser to 14'\?3
P Blasdm\ sul}mibted an interim report following an enqun’y
'Govemment 'O'f nf“t!ock exchangos, with reference to the Government’s
oo “"h“ W?r]\mfg ?e Sislntion for the regulation of stock exc]mngesbon a::
ZOIII‘SII:dEIi.:bll)ZEig T]Efe report, which was considarc.ad by H:Zfeill-];;n tsr,t;)w
. . . i ' i nd views, T
Govem}msnt’s h?l\))itl?:l?;;dlf:({ s:t:slgl:thilgxl:soilbha stock ('axchmxges- wi:l;
;zcif:;?;i:ficctz]ry ropercussion, and suggested legislation to promo

for—

roker d firms
(a) Licensing of stock exchanges and DjISO brokers an
who operate outside tho stock exchanges ;

resceribing o marginal syste of fradt all
P: ) £ tem of trading, ¢c.

o s
¢ dealings to be on the basis of & roasonable proportion of

the value of shares being deposited with the stock
he v

exchanges ; and,

(¢) Limiting the life of blank transfers to three months.
" C, Bl e

1d also like (d) the loan value of securities to bo
ag Wouw

. o tailed 5 (@)
i 3 i ight be curtailed;
redi ilities for speculation m . ¢
B b Gl?dlt “:fw‘hvl::tnx based on the volume of trade ; ;m.r;d
o 2 stock exchanges in the same city

Dr. Thom

the instituti .

(f) to limit the number of competin

or town to one. »

that while it was of the opinion ltlmtidtll;a

i 3 u 0

Laws of gbock Ixchanges in the cdn‘gntxzft :;;msem
- baw, i o

Rules and Bye: roval of the Central Goverumox.\t, 1Lle:ismﬁon prosent

subject to the “T’:] ole of instituting campreheml\.e N :gs e e ot

o, fwtine Sltocl- Txchanges on an All-India basis,

rogulation of th k

Tho Chamber observed

Tgp—
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the true function of Government was to assist the present controlling
Committees of the Bombay, Calcutta and Madras Stock Exchanges to
enforce their rules rather than to impose upon them rigid rules of
conduct and procedure which, while suitable for one City, might be
quite unsuitable for another,

The Chamber’s view was that a Stock Exchange should he a free
market for the sale and purchase of stocks and shares and Government
loans, where the public were encouraged to subscribe to Government
Loans and provide fresh capital for industrial development, and could
turn over their holdings at any time they might please.
tending to detract from the freedom or resiliency of this funct
be deprecated by the Chamber,

Anything
ion would

It was the duty of the Governing Bodies of Stock

Exchanges to see
that speculation did not become :

over-speculation and the Chamber
suggested that this could be done by strict rules regarding deliveries,

and by rigid enforcement of such rules. Generally, such rules should be

framed on the principle that all purchases must be paid for in cash or
delivered through a recognised Clearing House at stated intervals,
* Forward Dealings” and “Dealings on Margin” should be rigidly
barred by the rules of all Stock Exchanges with very heavy penalties
for members who were guilty of infringements.

Licensing of Stock Exchanges—The Chamber agreed with the
proposal to allow only one Stock Exchange in any one City, that Stock
Exchanges should be licensed by Government,
that no Street or unofficial Markets should
circumstances. It was also felt that o gre:
over-speculation by laying down clearly the hours of dealing on
Stock: Exchunges according to local conditions, i
by Government to ensure that rules on this subje

and suggested further
bé allowed under any
a2t deal could be done to curb

with strict supervision
ct were obeyed,
Muarginal  System  of Trading.

—On the question which 1
' had been
raised by Dr. Thomas of the possible insistence by Government on

Members of Stock Exchanges being required to doeposit wigh the Stock
Exchanges a reasonable proportion of the value of their dealings
the Chamber believed that such a step would tend to penalige the qmu“’
broker at tho expense of the larger dealer, and for this reagon di:i not
favour the proposal. At the present timo overy Membery of the Caloutta
Stock Exchange—and the Chamber understood that the same wasg the
cage in Bombay—must own a share in the Stock Exchange Association

This share, which was at present worth over Ra. 2 lacg acted as
: ] ed ad
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seourity for the broker concerned, in that the Stock Exchange C.ommittee
possessed a first lien on this share in the event of a Memb'ar bemg. found
to be unable to meet his commitments, This constituted in the
Chamber’s view an adequate safeguard against default.

Limitation of Lije of Blank Transfer to Three 1Lfont7r§.—The
Chamber did not think that this proposal was prac.hicnble wﬁ:houta
vory severe curtailment in the volume of genuine ‘busmess whm};book
place on Stock Markets. The financing of genuine Stock Kxc znie
transactions by Banks must inevitably, if such a rule were entiorce y de
seriously reduced by reason of the additional amou\?b of work mvt;lv:h.
During the past few years practically all Companies had adopte ;}
practice of paying dividends only to registered sh‘ureholders as (;?p()h?e]‘
to the procedure which hitherto prevailed of paying oub on &2}) xsu ]1;)3:
by holders of shares on blank transfers. It therefore f?llowed ux\ lnthe
transfor deeds were registered within a reasonable time to enable
buyer to obtain the half-yearly dividend.

Figation of Loan Value of Securities~Tt was felt‘ that th:
l'ecommendutiorix which Dr. Thomas had made in his Intenm‘ Repo;f
regarding the fixing of the loan value of securities for the' y})ulp;)jle; o
advances by Banks and other Institutions was not one which c1 .
carried out in practice. Sound Banks did mnot finance specm‘laviev;'.
The financial standing of the borrower must, in the Chnmbe;s xsucl;
be the determining factor in cases where Banks wcre. asked u':ty o
credit facilites ; and any attempt to fix rigidly rhe‘bnms of ier;;le et
such loans would be an unwise interference with one o
functions of every Banking Institution.

h

Turn Over Taxz.—The collection of a turnover tax, based 1(:;1 zhz
volume of business which took place on Stock Ex?hanges Avsou T,h

med, prove extremely difficult in pragtice. ere

Chamber was infor alings which took place,

ber of de
was no check at present on the num Dlucs
for instance, on the Calcutta Stock Exchange. Wore an' &tte]?"Aptb n:;er
tolevy a tax on each transaction, business would be driven in (z o o
) res
(;h&nnyels i.e., unofficial and plack markets, contrary to the intere:
L GCe

both of Government and of the investing public.

GENERAL. LEGISLATION

(Amendment) Act 1946.—Sub-section (2) of
nies Act 1913, which decreed that
ted by a company for its em-

Indian Companies
Section 282B of the Indisn Compa )
(i) monies in a providen} fund constitu
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xlfoyeas should either he invested in trust securities or d
SosF Ofﬁ;e Savings Bank and (1) any such m ‘ ’
avings Bank should not exceed Rs. 500
; 3. 5000/-, was a 'ndi,
(({:’ompames (Amendment) Aot 1946 to affcrc; gre&tze?el?dljiil 23: e tndian
ent f-un‘d by allowing whera necessary part of s Lo
deposit in a scheduled bank, ’

: posited in g
onies kept in a Pogt Office

i to a provi-
its funds being kept in

he Chamber saw no objection to this measure w ich soug. 0
The Chamb, W bject to th h ht t’

remove  possible disability in th isti
e ot o n the existing Act and which became law

Proposed Legislation for the Compulsor:

Names,—The views of the Chamber wer s oo of Busincn

e invited by the Government

compulsory registration of byt legislation to provide for the

U K. i i i
K. Registration of Business Names Act, 1916
, .Accol‘ding to the U.K., Aot a1 fir
usx'ness are required to register their bu;
;);;rhc‘ulars, unless the business is cm-ri;
oprietors. Changes in th
’ ! ® owners
ot Chang and names of { 5
rrd un;m.mt::)?e;l; and every individual gnd ﬁrmﬁlr';niimdetulm
inered un bugme; el as §0 exhibit the tpye names of bhg o "O o
Seation 3 om D < A>s etters, trade circulars, catalo o nder
) ct, the disability of persong ingug:!fsti e
ault ig that

they cannot enf.

orce by legal aotio i

ot . o,

contract connected with their businesseshew e N out of any

{ns and persons carrying.on
Znass names and furnish other
on in the true names of the

) The Chamber in reply stat
tion provided it was bag
Government Aot and
companieg,

od : N

o exthat‘lh was in favour of syeh legisla-

e perience of the ¢orresponding U, K.
© case of that Act, did noy affoct Iimite(i

Ownershi

p of Sh — j

Chambens o G ares.—As the subject seemed of spogig] §

Shares Admi Merce, & copy of the report e
os mittod—Drojere Aol report entitleq «

the Times of India on 1Ith Mar Im e

Bombay Chambe i

appeared in
:t £0 the Chamber by the

Briefly the facts of the case were as follows +

as se:
" .
of Commerce for informatio

The plaintiff had Purchased
share-certificatos with the relatiy
were the registered holders of thes,
clgal title to the shares remained in

and paid for cortain sh; ;
a 2T08, obtainj, i
ot - Ding
3 shr:;zfanf:rms Gl signod by g, defeoh‘:iory gl
N inti nda
the defendanets T’]l‘:‘“mr S ded tha hm:ms’ e
v 18 Was $he bonefigiy) own Ozﬁh b
o er thereof
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and as such was entitled to call upen tho defendants to vote at the ‘annual general ’
meeting of the company in accordance with his wishes. Tho defendants having refused

to do so, tho plaintiff took out tho notices of motion for a mandatory injunction against

the dofendants ordering them to attend the meeting in accordance with the plaintifi’s

wishes or in the alternative, to sign proxies in his favour.

Tn appeal their Lordships held that iv law it was clear that the production of a
sharo certificate with a blank transfer form was sufficient to oreato an equitable
mortgage of the share and that if so there was no reason to doubt that such production
made the holder the beneficial owner of the sharo.

Their Lordships, therefore held that, having regard to the facts in this particular
case, the production of the share certificates and the relative transfer forms was

sufcient to cstablish the plaintifi’s title as the boneficial owner. Their Lordships

therefore issued a mandatory injunction against the defendants and ordered them to

sign proxies in favour of the plaintiff.

The Chamber after taking legal opinion held the view that the igsue
of importance lay in whether the Bombay Judgment in any way
prejudiced the sanctity of the current practice that a Company recogni-
sed only those shareholders whose names appeared on the share register
of the Company as the registered holders of shares. The blank system
served a useful purpose and any interference with it might have unfor-
tunate results. What was required was an examination of the effects
of the Bombay judgment from the point of view of Company practice.

The Chamber placed the matter before the Associated Chambers
recommending that fhe Association should refer the position to the
Government of India, possibly after consultation with the Reserve Bank
‘of India, and it is undersbood that the Associated Chambers are
considering the adoption of this course of action.

Registration of Companies formerly incorporated in Burma and
Hongkong (Registration of Transferred Companies Ordinance 1942)—
Certain companies formerly registered in Burma or Hongkong, which
in accordance with the provisions of the Registration of Transferred
Companies Ordinance 1942 registered in India ab the outbreak of war
with Japan, found that there was no machinery in India for deregistra-
tion to allow them to resume their rogistration in Burma or Hongkong. .
Appeal was made b0 the Chamber to make representations to the
nt of India to instibute some measure which would facilitate
deregistration without forcing voluntary- liquidation on the companies.,
The Chamber suggested to the Government a procedure similar to that
being used in England and Seotland whereby companies transferred
from the Channel Islands, Burma and the Colonies during the emergency

period were repatriated by means of Orders in Council.

Governme

~
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It was largely at the instance of the Chamber that a Bill to
amend the Registration of Transferred Companies Ordinance 1942 was
introduced to the Centra] Legislature during the autumn

becoming the Registration of Transferred Companies (Amendme

1946, with effect from 22nd December 1946.

session,
nt) Act,

Electricity (Supply) Bill 1946.—A Bill
(Supply) Bill, 1946, for the ration,
electricity and generally for taki,
development of India w:
during the 1946 Budget s

entitled the Electricity
alisation of the production and supply of
ng measures conducive to the electrical
as introduced in the Indian Central Legistature
ession and circulated for further opinion.

The purpose of the Bill is t

0 secure for the Centre the necessary
legislative pow )

er to control the establishment of new gystems and the
operation of existing systems, dealing with the problem regionally, and
ensuring that there is inter-com munication and co-ordination between
the regions.

The Bill

was referred by the Chamber
Committee,

and following a series of meetings th
a Memorandum of views and suggestions on this
Bill, which after approval and acceptance by the i s
submitted in December to the Central Government and the Government
of Bengal for their consideration. Copies of

issued to all members of the Chamber with Cir

to its Electricity Sub-
e Sub-Committee drafted
lengthy and complicated

the Memorandum were
cular No. 203 of 1946.
o :

The Essential Supplies (Temporary Powers
In respect of certain essential commodities (foodstuffs, cotton and woollen
textiles, paper, petroleum and petroleum products, spare varts of mecha-

nieally propelled vehicles, coal, iron and steel and miea) were econtinued
heyond the first day of October,

< 1946, through the Essential Supplies
(Temporary Powers) Ordinance, 1946, Considering it desirable to have
these powers available even if it did not hecome necessary to use
them and to convert the Ordinance into an Act, G
1 + Zovernr i
the Essential Supplies (Temporar, oy g mroduced

¥ Powers) Bill, 1946 ¢ i} 1
Legislature during the Autumn Session of 1946, 2 fhe Contre

) Act, 1946.—Controls

The Chamber- while not opposing the measure took the ‘bunit
of pressing for the relinquishing of control of ag many cop Upngllh'um v
possible where a satisfactory case conld be establisheq oditios C'w
favour of de-control. ) ¥ the brade in

T}'xe Trade Marks Act, 1940.—Mewmbors would note thay ¢ Howt
the agitation by the Associated Chambers of Commerce of I1;dio dow‘mg
A a during
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ras
1944 und 1945, a Bill further to amend the T;Tde M;Lhrksag: II‘S‘):‘())PU\:HV
y i i Assembly on the 2 y
i A4 in the Central Legislative ; o
ll%?(iud‘;fle;as:‘ed into law on the 18th April, 1946 (see Act No. XII'1
& 2 ;
in the Guzelie of India, 27th April 1946).

The Bill, considered by the Ohamber‘to be_u.veryf ::b\isstgtt?g;
. . designed with a view to avoiding cohflicts o. ‘gd il any
WEB:S‘I_le- W[asd' n States and also to ‘make trade mu)'ks‘regls‘uele v
b V:‘”‘D“S f: 1?‘ o in all territories in India in which {hmdef ma;\(;he
ze”'lstl(;lgone G;\(;év been enacted. Provision W&st nlsof ’;:?:g: Moarrks e
e N r Registrar of Tr:
i f the statitory powers of the' g
i:}l\eainz;;rée; in addition to the Deputy Registrar.

Drafi " " v
raft Rules were published in the Gazette of India I xtraordinar
of 9nd September 1946 for reciprocal arrangements on trade marks
between British India and the Indian States

i — ill further bo
The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill i}]?i%uoii 'il;l e Tudian
i b, 1939, was d ;
Motor Vehicles Act, s mitbeo bo
e e V'Gl ture and was referred by them to a Select O?m i
Cautmlt Iée.gli & ;l“f of session. The views of the Chamber on
meet at Simla § S
were requested.

Th .
he Bill sou re v certain defects disclosed in the opera! ion
Bill sought to rémedy ¢ tain defect d in th t

of the original Act, to modify it to meet th g eompenics o
11 owner of transport vehicles to an era ol OTg e el Govorn-
inm'v: offect to the policy agreed by the Central an romely and v
il inati f land transpor ]
w better co-ordination o st o tad to
"‘er:s fog t?:ﬁ transport in particular. T%]e Bill in :}or\v‘:{y e etion
ey t the decisions of the Asgsembly in the matte )
circumven i
of the Railways in road transport companies A ..
ted the broad principles be mlqt o
n
i rvations after consultatio
i WA tain detailed observa nstliation
it s 'fmw};:)(:\d:e};nd Transport Development Asos:m:::;ority,
i Indlan’ resentative on the Provincial T}'m;Spl Laéislatm.e'
o Gh“m]’e}fs Bl'flpwus in due course passed by the Centra
Bengal. The Bi

. d Amendm : N

r Vehicles (Secon . t) Bill, 1946,

) Draft Mot?ble in the Motor Vehictes (Ame‘ncflmexf] 3 S oiprociby with

not found [f)oss 1 1gb July 1946 to make prov1smx; uvemcles ) dofect

came into force on 180« .or of insurance of motor ) '

5 in the matter of In: . sumed greater

the Indian Sta0e 1fnthe Motor Vehicles Act, 1939, whmhl:zre ey forty
n Ohapter Vlucocoun(: of the intention expressed by

importance on &

States to enact puralle} legislation,

The Chamber generally suppor

ent) Bill, 1946.—1t was

which




()

Without a scheme of reciprocity insurers would be unable to issue
policies valid for the whole of India and persons owning motor
would find it necessary to obtain a fresh policy for many of the terri-
tories they wished to traverse. The Motor Vehicles (Second Ameng.
ment) Bill, 1946, was drafted to overcome this difficulty so far as British

India was. concerned. A copy of it was sent to the Chamber for
observations.

The Chamber informed Governmént that it
A suggestion was made however for incorporating
ment to Sub-Section (3) of Section 95 of the
which as it stood was in the Chamber’
Confining liability to drivers and/

approved of the Bill,
in this Bill an amend-
Motor Vehicles Act, 1939,
s opinion too wide in scope.
or conductors who found their regular
and normal working stations or posts on board motor vehiclbs, the
Chamber stated that it would prefei as an amendment to Sub-Section
(3) of Section 95 the more definite and specific wording “any paid
employee heing a driver or a conductor engaged in driving or otherwise
in attendance on a motor vohicle” in place of “any paid employee

engaged in driving or otherwise in attendance on or being carried in a
motor vehicle",

The Bill has been r

eferred to a Seleck Committee
consideration.

for further

Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (
Chamber’s representatives in the Beng;
the increase of 5% annas in the tax on sales of betrol which the Bongal
Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946 sought to impose,
with the result thag they were successful infer alia in lim.iting the in-
creased tax to 6 annas per gallon, an increase of 3 annas compared with
the 5% annas proposed. The Act came into foree on 10} October 1946.

Amendment) Act, 1946.—The
al Legislature strongly ‘opposed

Introduction of Compulsory Third Party
September 1945 the Government

VIII of the Motor Vehicles Act, 19
third party insurance
Chapter VIIT of the Act were promulgated in Jupg and introduced in
Bengal on Ist July 1946. Being concerned mainly wity, :0 Udce o
from which point of view they were scrutinised by insumnc:'D:e- urts__
the Chamber did not find it NOCeSSATY to comment on the Ty in Gl'ba]s -
exception of Rule 216. Rule 216 of the Bengal Motor Vo]?iz}:: R]ules

vehicles

(47 )

s o inst
iti 1 obligation of compulsory insurance agains

od the additional lega o : }

u'nllz")ls't arising under the provisions of the Workmen's Co'mpensutxon

Imt‘} ! respeot of the death of or bodily injury to any paid employtee
i res e oo

Anorruved in driving or in attendance upon, or being carried in, a motar

ongag .

vehicle,

The Chamber took no exception to the enforcer{ir.lt o\fib};eorfxd;]}:;
tional obligation bub asked the Governme'nt 0; Bfer;‘lgui X:ir;:wa:ce of the
short time given to consider and appreciate the fu sg}- oneo of the
draft amendment of the Rules issued on' 24th .;unle ;leslzf tghe et
to this new  obligation—to defer the operntxoxﬁn of Ru ef 16 of tho Bengal
Motor Vehicles Rules for an adequabe ‘permd, sa‘y.? pree o ml,(en

blic to effect the necessary 1nsurance{s 1A not a ‘m- on
e e T"i ¢ insurance companies to amend existing poh'cxes to tl -n,
o;t::tnd ’tl?h?sl Dlique;t for three months abeyancy was in practice
eitect. ]
acceded to,

.S ate y —. ill to provide fo e levy and collec-
Estat 11 provide for the 1 an

Duty Bill, 1946.—A Bill t ) > : ‘
i f an estate duty in British India was introduced in the Indian
tion o h din
Logislature and circulated for public opinion.

i r the Chamber was stated to be a
The B%H ‘Vhwhtt:::t S:opzzz:!iult)yﬂle great disparities of fvenlth in
e St?D I the » and to secure a more equitable distribution of the
o ‘Indm'n ecmw‘:ly'm osing an estate duty on non-agricultural property.
mationel mf:ome yylm?a would be used to supplement und‘strengthen
e woeruin rfe‘(;xe Provinces and so assist them in their p05t-w.var
e ?1 improvement of existing social services. In following
devel'opmgnt e Ulll;p])eabh Duties Act, the Bill promised to be & Iucfa»
ﬂ'm e the‘ y .ue to Grovernment by ensuring that death duties
e lsozrce n‘;fl 12:01;)1‘0]79}47105 which had hitherto passed untaxed from
wou e p

generation to generation.
The Bill is still at its introduction stage.

. inuance of Powers) Bill, 1946.—The
The.Requisiho{x;e(dcl';:;iu(f:;h:;x e o) Dl 194({, which was
Requisitioned Lan Soloot Committee in November provided for b.he
reported on by o B¢ ? itions in force immediately hefore"’%le expiry
ontinuance of ol I.EEEHSAM and for the release from 1-eq11151t10?‘ >°.f any.
of the Defence of In mlongal' required by Government. I'CG(IU151_510119d
requisitiqned land no wired permanently in certain specified cxrcu‘m—
lands mightfa!%:\:teu:zg when valuable assets had been created, The
stances as for 1 '

17—
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N
- “ »
]L;rm lands ” was defined as meaning any immoveable property. Tj
i1l alqo m'nde provision for the payment of compensation in rosb .
requisitioning or permanent acquisition. ’ poctet

The Chamber’s views were r¢

; presented to the Select C bt
made certain recommendations. The Bill was carriedont:::tbeo e
future examination since the Defence Secretary refused to i
amendments made by the Select Committes. fo accent the

In the meantime the same
) ‘ 2 powers as were included i rigi
Bill 4ure m' fo?'co by Ordinance until the end of Ma;c}lln f;‘;o“gl“‘“
p:t;?mulnr it will be open to Government to acquire property u t‘}mfl o
at the 1932 value and not at the market value as stipulated the ther
of the Select Committee. R i the  report
~ The European Group are keepi
monte. P cping the Chamber advised of develop-

Conversion of Ordinances into Legislati

[];—I\vEentl:;lo(\;opromulgat,elil during the 1‘90555 of;?:‘B:rzz:?eg?;iizzt:abes
H.E. vernor will cease to operate at th, i .

i ' o end of six w g
contsm;:&rzb?{isos :hc T;?gmlature, and as further Ordhf::jaif:e
e o consuler.od practicable to passall the necessary
cimumgh“cegp lh,mgB each Ordinance within the six weeks Ir; thz
Bl beginnle ofngnl Government propose to introduce. a  short
ettty o Orl{']g of the forthcoming Budget Session, extending ;
omsiet o exte (\11'9 bo the Bill and the Bill itsolf will mere}
e ey e e e;} mg the v'a]idity of the Ordinances. It is uli
Government to extend .:llxoul l'b'e o s i, Bill, to the l’x;ovinc'sl
of six months, by notifi o }dlhy of the Ordinances for a further o
5 cation in the Official Gazstte, urtter period

The Furopean Party have indicated
plxatltl)e proposal represents the only e
lqpslng of the Ordinances, but have gmt
Government that the substantive iogisl b1 \
sh.ould be in.h'oduced in the Budget Se::igon
g::\}vxe::rc‘:n]iﬂlﬂgst l::yf::b}l\mssmle' 7“‘9 PM:;I:;:Q ﬁ;‘;fh progress made
Governmont thet ne her extension of the validit, 50 ropresented to
en without the apprg ¥ of the Ordinance

igni " . val R
signified by a vesolution passed by both Hou:;q of the legislature to be

F}ovel'nment that they agres
ical mothod of avoiding the
:tsm.ne time represented to

© replace each Ordinance
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. The Ordinances promulgated and referred to above are :—

No. OF ORDINANCE TITLE OF ORDINANCE

I The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines
Continuance Ordinance, 1946.

111 The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1946.
v The Bengal Control Continuance Ordinance,
1946.
v The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946.
VI The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946,
VII The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance
1946. .
VIII The Dacea Area Security Ordinance, 1946.
IX The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harves-
ting Ordinance, 1946.
X The Noakhali and Tippera Area  Security
Ordinance, 1946.
XI The Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary Provision)

- Ordinance, 1946,

d the European Group Corporation that it

The Chamber advise
in particular

the Government of Bengal’s proposal and

supported
h to be said for extending the validity of

strossed that there was muc
Ordinance V and XL

MARINE

Dredging of Lakhyia River, Narayanganj.—The Narayanganj
of Commerce invited the support of fthe Chamber in

Chamber
4 the great noed ab present for dredging

emphasising to the Governmen
the Lakhyia River near Narayanganj-

ggestion made by the Narayanganj

The Chamber in supporting the su
consulting the Inland Steamer

Chamber of Commerco and after

——
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Companies, pointed ont that no effective dredging in the area could taks
place before an accurate survey of the whole nrea was produced by
competent surveyors, and suggested that this could probably be \mdm:-.
taken at the clase of the Mongoon, '

Apparently a rough survey of the port of Narayanganj and its
approach channels taken at the beginning of the year had disclosed that
several ‘major changes in the river courses had taken place during the
past few years and were still developing, making it more necessary ?01' a
detailed survey of the whole area covering the rivers which flowed past
Dacea, Taltala, Mirkadim, Munshiganj, the port of Narayanganj
and the Lakhyia River up to and above Sonachora. o

Calcutta Port Commissioners’ Charges.—As a result of the
continuing fall in the volume of service stores and traffic passing through
the port of Caleutta and in order to balance revenue against expenditure.
F,he Port Commissioners announced at the beginning of the year furbhe\:
increases in their charges,

) The increased rates were accepted by the commercial and industrial
interests represented by the Chamber as a necessary consequence of th
nch‘m.] and anticipated reductionsin the traffic of (:hek'port Bu(:‘i“3
addition to putting to the Commissioners certain queries .mis d bn
members on the details of the charges,” the Cbamber again em he i g
on b?:,llu]f oft exporting interests the importance of giving thapl&:nsésezt
possible notice of increased port charges rev t i

being experienced by shippers under for%::rtioczl:t\rizzs.substanhw fosses

The Chamber also considered it opportune to bring t i
:’};):bix?co:::snsrslonefs & matter which although not direitfyﬂcl(i:r?:::i:;f\?;s
e e r&:ellzfpo}t charges was widely commented on by members, viz.
¢ pilferage and damage which imported d. y
ing. The need for a much stricter supervision ovi ‘goo s were suffer
ussortr.nenb of imported goods and for a much more a o he storage and
sheds into which goods were landed or trunsfenedcmvmte e o e
Chamber, who suggested that the reduced volume ’of\;:ﬁ:;?d by.tbhle

9 esponsible

for the imposition of the in
f S creased charg i
improvements now looked for. 808 should itself admit of the

» The Commissioners assured the Chamber th;
stringent measures iu collaboration with ot
the pilferage of cargo.

they were taking
the police to eliminate or reduce

N —
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imports : Port Commissjoners’ Wharf Rent—According to the last
part of paragraph 2 of Section b of the Port Commissioners’ Schedule of
Charges, rent on imported goods was charged up to the date of acceptance
of complete papers, and any period intervening between the submission
of papers and their acceptance was charged for at the rates given in the
Schedule. TRepresentations were received by the Chamber in respect
of imported goods for despatch to up-country destinations by rail in
which it was alleged that when the Commissioners refused to accept For-
warding Notes owing to operational restrictions or because the
consignments were “small” for jmmediate despateh, they continued to
charge rent at the normal rate constituting a levy over which the
importer had no control and adding substantially to the heavy landing

charges.

On enquiry the Chamber learned that for foreign railway despatches
concessional rates could on request be applied in genuine cases of rent
_being inewrred solely on account of railway operational restrictions.
The Commissioners also advised that in gonuino cases of delay in
delivery covered by the late receipt of documents due to the Postal
Strike the same concessions would be granted, as were given during the
war, when documents were being received late.

When goods were booked however to private depobs served by the
Port Trust Railway, the Com missioners would only accept each day the
quantity which could be handled at the delivery point ina day and any
balance incurred rent at the Schedule rates. IFor the sake of quick
st be induced to use carts or lorries when the

clearance merchants mu
d were in excess of their siding capacity.

quantities to be despatche!

Jute Bales: Inspection at the Docks—The Calcutta Baled Jute
Association complained to the Chamber that their members had be.an
experiencing serious Josses of jute at the docks ever since the scarcity
of lighters had made it necessary for trangport of bales to the docks t? be
undertaken by wagons. Certain of the bales ina consignment _Of jute
were opened for the customary 3% inspection by shippers and it wasg
thereafter that pilfering appeared to occur, before l’,hg jute was returned to
With jute at the prices now ruling, these shortages—

the presshouses. 1
volving balers in heavy losses.

it was stated—were in

The Cliambet took this imattet up with the Caleutta Port Com-
missiohers Who agreed o inistrtiot thelr staff to load up opened bales
¢ disposal orders. The Commissioners

immediately on the receipt O




( %)

pointed out however that it was important for shippers to rebundlie the
jute and give immediate disposal orders, and a number of cases were
quoted where the loose bales were not rebundled andfor considerable
delay had taken place in giving the necessary disposal orders. The
Chamber asked the' Commissioners to refor all cases of this kind to the
Associations concerned for aotion ; and it was hoped by cooperation
between the Commissioners and the Associations that the losses would
be eliminated or considerably reduced.

Permits for Boarding Vessels in Docks —TPollowing numerous
complaints from ships’ personnel the Port Police, Calcutta, proposed
instituting an official pass system in an attempt to thwart the thieving,
cheating, and pilfering of certain petty traders such as hawkers,
photographers, tailors, dhobis, who board ships in port without and with
all kinds of printed and written passes. At first the Chamber was
inclined to object to the scheme on the grounds that there did not
appear o be any justification after the war for the inconvenience of an
official pass system and that the Shipping Companies wore really
vesponsible for taking such measures as they considered necessary to
prevent unauthorised persons boarding their ships while in dock.
Evidence was given by the Police that the Shipping Companies were
not always in a position to judge the good faith and honesty of the
-Dumerous small traders involved. The issue of offcial passes by the Port
Police to petty tradors would ensure that there would be an adequate
control of this traffic and that if any dishonesty on the part of petty
traders did take place, the Police records would be available to help
trace offenders, Since it Was only to apply to petty traders and

hawkers, the Chamber accepted the scheme,

Merchant $eamen (Litigation) Act, 1946,
the special protection in respoct of civil and rov,
seamen, and entitled the Merchant Se.
introduced in the Indian Central Legis

—A Bill to provide for
enve litigation of serving
amen (Litigation) Bill, 1946, was
lature on 9th April 1946,

The Statement of Objects and Reasons attached to the Bill explained
that while Indian soldiers received special protection iy 4 ot am‘m'l
and rovenue litigation by the Indian Soldiers (Litigat;:s)pszt of c‘;;
and subsequent amendments to the Act covered Indian . i Ot" o
service of His Majesty, there was no logislation avajly s in the
needs of Indian merchant seamen ; and it wag wi . N
this deficiency that the proposed Bill was fram‘zdtlgrzgznirizitczg mestius

e Ty

) the Legislat
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The Chamber, on the advice of its Shipping Sub-Cmnnnt;teeE
h 1 i) -
orted the Bill which after being referred to 4a Select Committee 9
. ure was passed as an Act on 23rd April 1946.

RAILWAYS

Railway Budget 1946-1947.—In February the Chamber registered
allwi

its approval of the Railway Bu_dgeb proposals for 1946-47.

i g r n
The views of the Chamber were partlculmly.raquosted ﬁ;;tl?,loin
th sal to set up o Wages Com mission, predominantly nun;f(‘om "
9 Propo! : ¢ ol i
ob 1pact1m to go into the whole question of scales of pay fmln tmcmre
- . i 5 strud
ment eorv;mts and secondly, on the suggestion thab the conl\Il) s: fruchure
o i revisi could t
ined to see what rovisions
of rates should be examined
unify and simplify it. ) .
jection to the propos:
i Chamber saw no objec £
On the first point the o propose
Wz\ge: Commission and expressed the hope that‘,fthte k(ilogxr;:Zi n when
‘ ‘ i i importance of takin;
vould bear in mind the ]]'ﬂ}. ! -
g ?ons on the wages of industrial and commercial em"ployw&nts
Tepercussi: - . ent sor )
M!I;’ revisions they might recommend mfﬁth.oie of ::Z::;;:l o
i i n-official repr
rdingly the need for having a no fal ° it the
Acgocl:ulisicial employers on this Commission was emphasise
o e nb bers.
Commission were appointed from Assembly membe:

1 enquiry i o revision of the rallway freights structure
An enquiry into th g was

by the Chamber. )
T Bill, 1946.—A Bill further to amend

Indian Railways (Amendment) d the Indian Railways (Amend-

the Indian Railways Act of 1890 ex;ltit-gehm‘ber.
ment) Bill, 1946, was supported by the Cba '

’ Act, 1890, protected railways from
rioration of any package or paroel
£ which

Section 75 of the Indian Railways

0 ruction or dete

liability for loss destruction i I

Clo:glling 'u'hicles, mentioned in the Second Schedule, the value o
in a

i lue were declared and an
ts contents and va
xcesded s, 10 funlelzshse1 payment of & percentage of the v;alue §0
o i i recent . years
¢ compensation for increased risk. ZEn llab mﬂy s
declared by way o ‘ticles, in common with others cm‘ne; .yd X ;nore
the price of such b :(Llher le,svel of Rs. 300/- was noxlv consi .elbe‘ ot
e a"d_" ;U:: which purpose the present Bill was intro d
reasonable basis, o

the Central Liegislature.
scently been passed.

arrangement mad

The Bill has.r

S
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. The Indian Railway Enquiry Committee, 1947 —In pursuance of
‘& . recommendation by the Railway Standing Finance Committee that
a high-power Committee sho}lld' be appointed to ascertain t}
Railway staff surplus to requirements and to suggest practical methods
of absorbing them and further to suggest ways and means of effecting
economy in all branches of the Railway Administration, the Govern-
mont of India appointed a Committes entitled “The Indian Railways

Enquiry Committee~1947" (1) to suggest ways and means of securing
improvement in net earnings by~—

. " (a) economies in all branches of railway administration, and
(5) any other means;

and (2) to ascertain the extent of staff surplus to requirements

‘and to suggest practical methods of absorbing them in railway service.

Members of the Committes were i—
(i) Mr. K. C. Neogy, M.L.4., (Central)

- (@) Mr. L S. Puri, 0.1E, Additional Financial Com-
g missioner, Railways

Chairman

i : Member
(fi7) Mr, J. N. Nanda, General Manager, His Kxalted
Highness the Nizam’s State Railway Member
(tv) Khan Mohammed Yamin Khan, Deputy
. President, Central Legislative Assembly Member
(v) Professor Humayon Kabir, Vice-President, All
India Railwaymen’s Federation Member
©(vd) Mr M. N. Chakravarti, an Officer of the
Transportation (Traffic) and Commerecial
Department of N, W, Railway Secretary

jhgrg would be two more Members of whom one would probably be
a railway expert from U.S.A. ang the other a high ranking railway officer
Indian Railways.

. The Committee ‘»\fas expectad to aséemble early in. April, 1947 and
the Government have decided that in the meantime one of the Members
of the Committes, Mr. Puri, should collect the data germane to the
“eriquiry. “For this purpose he was ab present vigjtj

siting | rtors of
Railways to study the organisation of 8 hondquarters o

different Railwa iscuss
with the administrations the character of the data l'equs;:e;nd o disen

he extent of -
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The Chamber through the Assoclated Chambers hfld been asked
(;l] iv views and had been offered an opportunity of me.et[ng
f’-? P]ueri to discuss the exact requirements of the Committea‘xf 80
?e:.ired before submitting suggestions. The matter was under consideras
{ ]
tion by the Chamber.

- N .~—A
Participation of State Railways in 1Roéad Motor]t'l;xl;m;:;:tct A
i Centra overnmer
White Paper on the policy of the espe
z‘::n:rbiczzwion of State Railways in road motor transport v;)as igsued
by (E:Dvernment early in 1946 and was considered by the Chamber.

Briefly the aim of the policy in the White Paper.;\;z;sb;c;tex;\:;evz::
best use of the dual means of rail and road tmnfpotl e e
nsed to its best inherent advantage c.omplementz-tcxiyd 0 e of
wasteful duplication of services \mght‘ 1')9 avcv:i o (.Jm o ns
the Government of India the most promising Mé : ;ethm onsive movne
of attaining the necessary working ugreemenlzinaﬁou e eand
nilvay interests and of achieving close co:o;l O oot
in some fusion of financial iut:lreit-sﬂl\:xif‘;io;ewoum e
ﬂ;iﬁ:;it::S-ﬂitg:?s g?n;i:f:: to 1:;]0 community rather thanto mere
v
competition for selfish gain.

od this policy of the Gnvemm?nb
did not in practice oporate to. stifle
t and construction. :

The Chamber generally oud'm-s
provided the execution of that pahcy. L 1o
the legitimate development of road transp

i inistrations in respect of Lost ?r:
D, Claimségajlnﬂ l\tllhefnizll'lw\:iylvl ?gc‘::lllr:c-‘!bt that in 19f44 Oill;dq :f]::ina ;g
19;?:}?:d0h:r:b:‘r at the instance of & Wldet ;{e:ngs:;;s cto recmedy wnd
consignees pressed the Railway Board t(:ne?cm e e
following complaints on the part of the com .
to extract from the Railways

d .
(¢) TFailure, for months on on ’ereotyped acknowledgment (if

anything more than zI ‘st
iry or claim.
any) of an enqul . v N
to o yeal in some cases MMOIe, bet;;eix;a °
o Demys' cf‘ e f the claim and its disposal by the Rail ; 3;_
e aasos where there wasno legal or other complic
even in cases

tion to justify ‘the delay. | N
id to be due to “accounts certification
g8

(é) Prolonged delay’ | aftor admission of the claim.

—in sctual paymen
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(d) Failure of the Railways to take adequate sbeps to trace
consignments lost or misdelivered in transit after enquiry
and correspondence regarding them on the part of the

" consignor or consignee.

(¢) Even in cases where the lossof or damage to goods had
been the subject of very prolonged correspondence with
and enquiry through the Claims Sections of the
Reilways andfor inconclusive endeavours to obtain the
requisite short certificate in support of the claim, an
increasing tendency on the part of the Railways ultimately
to repudiated the claim months afterwards on technical
grounds under secton 77 of the Indian Railways Act.

(f} Reported non-receipt or loss by the Railway Claims
Sections of the relative papers notwithstanding previous
acknowledgment of the forwarding letter—leading to un-
necessary correspondence, delay and argument regarding
the time-bar under section 77.

(9) TLack of co-ordination between the different State Railways
in following up goods reported to be lost in transit and in
dealing with the relative claims,

- This year the Chamber undertook & survey among its members and
affiliated Associations to ascertain their recent experience with regard
to the list of complaints already submitted to the Railway Board during
the previous year. Only three concerns reportéd any material improve-
ment and then only in the cases of cortain of the Railways and with
teference only to certain of the complaints made in 194445, The others
—representing a substantial section of railway users in this part of the
Country—submitted evidence which showed that :—

(@) it was still the general experience that repeated inquiries
and reminders addressed to the
elicited either no response or & stero
ment stating that the matter was und

Claims Department
otyped acknowledg-
er investigation ;

(b) the most serious dissatisfaction w
the delays that continued to ta.
mission of claims and their g
there were no legal or
delay ;

a8 still expressed regarding
}<e place between the sub-
1sposal even in cages where
other complications to justify
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(¢) the interval between the admission by the Railways ofa
claim and its payment was frequently from three to five

months ;

(d) there was a further, though, a reducing, volume of evidence
concerning the failure of the Railways to take adequate
steps to frace consignments lost or misdelivered in transit
after enquiry regarding them on the parb of the consignor
or consgignee ;

(¢) and () there were still numerous reports of the nllfaged
non-receipt by the railways of claim papers sometimes
leading to repudiation under section 77 of the Act ; and

() there was still stray evidence that where more than one

v railway was ooncerned, great difficulty and dela'y were
experienced in tracing missing goods u,nd/m- the disposal
of the relative claims,

o made by the Chamber to the Railway

Board who, appreciating the grounds fo}' complmn:, cl;zns(éetselzel
vigorously pressing their efforts to effect lmprovemzn : mk: oo
Managers of the Calcutta Railways .were asked H(]) fuko steps t0
arrange periodical meetings with tmd.e interests, an ; Gdesimmmy s
requested to draw the attention of its mombet:s ‘t; 1:9 Qesirabitity of
improving standards of packing and of a more 1'1{;'(1:i omss:h o

rules relating to the marking of goods tendered for desp '

Further representations wer

Sub-Committee agreed to review the

's  Railways
The Chembors progress was being made and whaf

position quarterly to note w%mt
further action, if any, was advisable.

gard to the question of packing, the
Railway, wrote to the Chamber
Administration to prevent
it by rail, and invibipg
in securing an improvement in the
The Railway's letter wa® issued to

In particular and with special re
General Manager, Bengal Nagpur :
\at steps were being taken by his

intimating w} 7
. ’ g losses of goods in trans

or reduce the increasini
the co-operation of the Chamber
packing of goods for rail carriage. b
all members of the Chamber for attention.

i iveri ilway

trike and Deliveries of Rai

due to the Postal § i

G SemlIL:r:vgaZ not possible for the Railways toissue & gene:all s;:;ricll{eer
o ) g z i stal stri

Wu'o 's r the payment of demurrage and wharfage during ihe Il){o&ilwnt : in,

b\(:lvmb nI;es were received by the Chamber that the ay:

ut assura 3

*;
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~dealing with claims'for d )
“demurrage or wharfige would take in
" h g nto
the difficulties-caused by the :postal strike in delaying rail voosht
and oonsequently deliveries of consignments,

t
way reccipiy

) Priot to termination of {he postal strike,
an'‘adequate supply of Indemnity Bonds at
consi :

R;;ls‘l’inms:t; to{ be collected, and instructions were issued to il
- y aff to 'z-ender every possible assistance tq consignees i ki .
oliveries according to the prescribed prooeiiure, i feking

arrangements were mada for
stations in order to enable

“Tho Rai N

arrivel ﬂgf Zi}l;vvs alsotnrmng'ed bo try-as far as practicablo to notify the
signments through the transmissi X

b smission of arriva s

oyele peons or yunners, using where possible Tr: arrival notices by

- : . ade Associati
purposs of circulating these notices among const efations for the

ituents,
& BF&ng::[SOHECHDn ""i'd'DeHVel'Y Service in Calcutta for E. I, B. A
i .Ra'ﬂwaay& The views of the Chamber were invited by th‘(; Ens:
tho B, A. & B %0" n’:szcheme prepored by the E. I.in consultation with
ssrvicle f:)r lué a. le.\vays for introducing o oollection and delivery
58S ander (G)’. ge, parcels a.nd goods traffic for the three Calcutta Rail-
Tant T Re'r;tml Organisation which would be co-ordinated by the
would conqtitu: ;.mcyc; "l:ihe ilmpose{l o Sarangemons, 1 was hovet
consilt msiderable improvemest on t isti v
would result in greater facilities to the public ot 2 mlilneirezmmng tone et
num cost.

. POST & TELEGRAPHS

Delays in the Delive Vai
approached the PresidenZy”i’oosi e
ebout the continued delay in,
and enquired whether an ear
expected by the commerein] 06

e G;In September the Chambor

oo sl:, PO, Caleutta, unofficially

od tap azard -delivery of, inland mails

v reburn to normal conditions could be

mmunity,

In :reply the -Presid

) ) ency Postmaster - e i

disruption-of the postal strike which was very W?:::;dethnt @ the
ead and-general

and-(b) the dislocation caused by the riots in Caleubta and Bombay
which followed before the arrears of the strike could be clearad, were still
folt at-the (+.P.O. resulting in the continuance of abnormal conditions.

Working over. a period of 12 hours a_ day instead of the normal 20
hours on account of the curfew and. restricted transport,. the post office
chifts were attempting to cope with the delayed trafficas well as the.
normal traffic; and with the uncertainty and lack of confidence
prevailing for some time after the riots, workers could not be induced
to leave their families and attend office for night worl.

The Presidency Postmaster reported that by the beginning of
October extra staff working overtime were able to clear the congestion
ot the Caleutta G.P.O.in respect of first class letter mail and packets. -
Delayed mail was then still being réceived howoever from other parts of
India with current mail, and it was apparently not possible to ascertain
at which office or section of the service the delays had occured. The
recrudescence of the disturbances towards the end of September caused
a further set back.

Mails from India to Burma, Malaya, Hongkong and China.—While
mails from Burma, Maleya, China and Hongkong to India were taking a
comparatively shorb time in {ransit presumably boing carried by air, the
corresponding service in the roverse direction was the subject of
numerous complaints by members.

Byidence showed generally. that inadequate use was made of
India to Burma, Malaya and the TFar Dast.
Transport of mails by sea was rostricted to the occasional, slow and
irrogular cargo ship : one congignment for Rangoon actually took three
weeks on the way and no sailings from Calcutta to Rangoon were made

between the 4th February and 21st March.

trangport facilities from

s by the Chamber, the Director-Greneral of
od that the local postal authorities were
taken by surpriso when the Army Postal Service ceased to function ;
and before new arrangemonts conld be made a considerable back-log
acoumulated during February and March. It was pointed:out also that
arrangements at the receiving end in Burma and Malaya were not
always satisfactory. The assurance: was given. however that mails
would go by any steamer without restriction, provided: there were

sailings.

Tollowing ropregentation:
Posts and Telegraphs explain
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Rboux: :;Iurti‘icultulr (;otmplaint made by the Burma Chamber of Commerég
o length of time taken by mails from India to B
. ) n urma, was taki
g};ll;itl;he Associated Chambers with the Presidency Postmaster Gq\li\g1
Postma:ée;vl:o stated that arrangements had .been made for a gnz;téeti
fo examine the contents of Bur i
o r s o urma mail bags closed
suﬁe:e;u,d::e::?n endfeavour to ascertain whether postal articleqe h;(;
101 prior to their despatch from Cale .
to the Associated Chambers that i would gr Ay
could be made at Rangoon for the return to
by the public in Rangoon,
Chamber of Commerce.

He suggested
eatly assist if arrangements
e ! him of covers received late

18 suggestion was. passed to the Burma

When the urgont necessit,

¥ of re i s . .
Caleatta to Burms, Mals SUming an air mail service from

Chamber, the Postmaster g:;lefc{llulu arn(:{ Hongkong was stressed by the
been available (7 . replied that an air mail servi
2ble (i) bo China, all along, (i) to Burma since D:cjlfnl];;:el:f:

nd (i7) to Malaya sin ¢ Apri e 0 ong wou.
and to Malaya since A, 1194 1d shortly
6, and one to ngkong

Air Service t
0 Australia.—A¢ i
letter cards were accépted in India f:re o 08 tho sear
In response to an en

. only air
° ransmission by air to Australia
o homse o insﬁmz:u;:bs;i:he O‘hamber in January on whether it
fervy] i

for. correspondence and papers otherlce i o
shipping documents which should rea
of relative cargo, the Director-
blvmt it was hoped to establig
announcement to this effect
means of a Postal Notice,

\ hich would cater
than adr letter cards, particularly
p ¢h destination prior to the arrival
N neral ?f Pos@s and Telegraphs advised
o akiservme of this nature shortly. An

ould be duly madein the Press and by

Postal Parcels f;

X rom the UK.—4 .
an info i Ne—Ab the instigati )
Custonfsmzl ltl;qee,t.l?g was called in June to dism:g:tlo'n oftho Chamber
deali Authorities ways and meang of improvs with the Postal and

ealing with postal par, proving the procedure for

cels from ¢}
1 he UK. :
clearance of large accumulations of parcels atabil}xr:a Z‘f Fpoditing the

- P. 0., Calcutta.

The Presidene:

& y Postmastet gaj
been incr said that the N
been :;ilezrlsg; and hours for collection of Im:c:{r ?Jt the G. P. 0. had
appreci b‘in Ph; from 9 am. to 3 pm. 1o 9 a.n ts 7 the public had
by factors o ect as all offorts to axpedite logange . " VIR B0
v factors outwith his control, ance were being nullified
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it was alleged that the chief reason for the hold-up was due (a) to
the failure to tender theappropriate documents promptly viz. invoices,
certificates of origin and import licences required for Customs appraise-
ment and identification of the parcels with their addressees, and (b) to
the delay in collecting the parcels by the public after Customs examina-
tion.

Many parcels addressed to the Banks gave no indication of ultimate
consignees and the Banks apparently could not accept the parcels unbil
they could be identified with their clients on the receipt of the relevant
documents. Certain Calcutta trading concerns were in the habit of
importing some of their goods through the Post Office, and allowing
them to accumulate at the G. P. O. until they were ready to

collect.

Tailuve to produce the relevant documents promptly seemed to bo
the chief difficulty and in an endeavour to expedite delivery of these
documents from the UK., H.M. Trade Commissioner in Calcutta agreed

to arrange :—

() through the- Board of Trade for the Post Office authorities in
the U.K. to sccept and transmit to India by air mail, ten
days in advance of the arrival of parcels if possible, the
duplicate Customs’ declarations accompanied by copies of
the relative invoices and certificates of origin in respect of

all parcels for India ; and R

(i) for .the insertion of a uotice in the Board of Trade Journal
requesting all senders of trade parcels to India to submib
duplicate copies of invoices and certificates of origin
together with Customs declarations to the Post Office at the
despatching end at the time of handing in the parcels, so
that the documents could be transmitted by air mail to

India in advance.

To facilitate identification of parcels by large merchant houses
different departments, it was agreed that C.B.R.
d by the Customs Appraising Staff in all
s, taken from the Customs declara-
f goods contained in the parcels.

importing through
Customs Form No. 68 issue
cases should contain brief particular
tion affixed bo the parcels, of the type o
From the angle of the addressee the Chamber, as possibilities for
¢ { (2) to the Banks thatinan

speeding up the procedure, suggosted !
endeavour to effect quicker identification they might request senders of

P

A

B aus
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parcels to address labels * to th
he Afc of the Consi " wi
. gnee ’ wit} ivi
;lisel::;mdigdress, un}d (b) to the Calcutta Trades Assoeinkiolnwblllxt tgl;mg
urin,em.bh tt];e-ObJGCt of securing earlier submission of doc? b
Ovarsi »\;1 \ heir members to instruet senders of parcels in the U‘”}‘:“ts
8 to transmit by air mail a k . noo o
ororses. ) week or ten days in ad
D ing parcels, copies of those documents required by the ‘(’)‘11111:6 o
stoms.

In ves i
i tﬁom:]e!.m a complaint made in November about the continued
Oy In ‘e.t ; ivery of parcels from the U. K., a representati Hf“;f
. ¢ - 8 Vi
isited the G.P.0., and inspected with the l’residenc; OPos]:

master the various departments inc uding the Customs sec W
b d {] th tion, v

parcels from overseas were sorted for deli: here

very. A vast improvement

in the clearance of arrears was reported : in June there were arroars
£ {1 oA

of 3000 unopened bags v the end of November
0 d bags from overseas agai d of
: gaingt 400 at
which were all received within ten days. There were no ; BI
arrears in th

Customs section N
h where the .
increased. number of postal appraisers had been

Through the co. ;) i :
-operation of t}
the banks and trader he postal and customs authorities wi
raders, who were responsible. for (:onsidera.bi:r‘ibolle5 WI“;
umse ol

the trafiic in
_barcels, there had
procedure and dulivery. ad been an all round speeding up of

The Appraising Department of th,
expera Dy i © Customs recently pr
experime objle:;ojf:;: f;)-lf s'lx months; to introduce a ohin?:?:sii, “(51 e
rottal v Ins?e:dx yoxfng u.n.rl speeding up the Customs cleI;Lrg,cne "m;
oot ol Tnelend chnlhvng for the receipt of the relati o
» import licenicos ete.) aftor the arrival oef ?hlve dOCT
the parcels

at: the G.P.O. the Cust
8 stoms suggested, i
forwarded to the Postal Appraising Depva:;:Skmg‘fm‘ e documents to bo

by. importers and others concerned ment in advance of the parcels
2 trial, invited ned.. The Chamber. |
»invited members to give thejr co-operatio T, in supporting such
.
Delays and Mutilat}
utilations in T, $
X7 ra 4
Telegrams.—(«) Barly. in May the m"Sm:sslon
Guoneral of
which atothf?fits & Telegraphs two- defacts in th
forsign tel rlme were. very marked; namely ® t; telegraph gervice
egrams vie Bombay and: (i) Ho Bx: transit times of
essive number of
o

mutilations. in and ear
‘eless tranderipti i
and foreign. noOHDHions of telograms, both inland
inlan

of Foreign and
‘ nd Inland
amber took up-with the Director-

The. Ch: .
orentur nccuﬁ;:l:el wdas nsmged. that “steps had been gy
¥ and that disciplinary action would bu on to onsure
9 takon agaj
gainst

specialists, that their findings so far were encouraging,

end of July and the middle of September, an
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those vesponsible for oases of mutilations which could be shown.to be
the result of carelessness. It was pointed out, however, that only when
spocific oases were submitted to the Postmaster-General or the :Director
of Telegraphs could it be established whether the mutilations had
oceurred within India or beyond.

In the matter of -transit times, the Chamber was informed that
the main cause was the incessant intermittent line disturbances
experienced between Bombay and Caleutta and in a loss degree between
New Delhi and Calcutta. These distarbances, which were of a
technical and somewhat unique nature, arose from the use in India of
modern high speed equipment which, though of proved value clsewhere
was yet to be adapted to the long distances and atmospheric and
loctrical conditions of India. The Chambor's information was that a
thorough investigation into these matters was being undertaken by two
and that every-

thing possible was heing done to improve the service.

() During August and September breakdowns of a more complete

character were added to the tochnical difficulties, and resulted in a
The interruptions were due to various causes which
preciable pause between the
d wore distributed through-

gevere setback.
followed one another with hardly any ap

out most of the districts between here and Bombay.

f gerious trouble was the repeated cutting

One particular cause o
isance were put

and theft of wires, and proposals for dealing with this nui
forward for consideration on o high level.

ulations of traffic occurred ab this end during the strike
ng the riobs. Tivery means to deliver the
messages were adopted whether these means werd orthodox or not,
resulting in telegrams being delivered in batches and sometimes out of
sequence. In the Calcutta Central Telegraph Office very large amounts
of traffic were handled during the riots and fronr the 16th August until
26th - Augush: gevoral records were established in the volume of traffic
denlt with in spite of depleted staff and curtailed times of duty.

Large accum
and ‘again still -more duri:

Trunk Telephone Service : Calcutta/Bombay.—The Chamber
approached the Director of Posts and Telegraphs, New .Delhi, in June
to enquire -what prospects there were of an improvement in .the
trunk telephone sexvice botween Galeutta-and Bombay. The continued
recognition of - priorities granted to meet war-time .emergency -was
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:brong]y deprecated by the Chamber who urged an immodiate rot

o the normal conditions under which the trunk teleph B\TTH

was formerly open to the public. phone servie
Tl‘ha Director of Posts & Telegraphs stated in reply. th

possible was being done to reduce the diffioulties n.m

Chamber and was fully

telephone facilities.

at everything
> ntionod by the
alive fo the need for improving the trunk

Priority calls had been restricted to a
hardly exceeded 5% of the total calls on the
Arrangements had been made for the installa
between Bombay and Calcutta and
channels were brought into commigsi
reduced. It was stated in this con
calls could under existing 1
there was no acoumulation a

minimum, and they then
Bombay/Calcutta circuits,
: tion of additional channels
it was hoped that as these new
on delays would be considerably
nection that ordinary and urgent
ules be extended up to six minutes provided
nd no priority eall pending.
The Post - i
- uddmm:ﬂSz?;f:‘;zril;d]ji:iﬁl Cn'clz, reported in October that
oxmocto < . opened and that six more wer
o Bombsond{:ol‘meeb the increased demand for calls between Cnlcutz:
¥ during office hours. It wag hoped that the ‘service would

improve appreciabl s tl iti
iy ¥ s these additional channels were brought into

) Telephone Communications
ing Industrial Area.—During
taking any official action abo:
between Calcutta and the ST

thbetween Calcutta and the Surround-
Utethwa,wr the' Chamber refrained from
u d.o {Insatlsfacbory telephone service
the strain on the service andu:hclongo::f]“t(;m e i rocognition of
priorities. v ’ < onding im ilitax.
improvement was e‘\cr?d!ons" Tho oen in Februacy of :I?vemenb .
o, Bt e @ Bﬁgt u;gthn sorvice between Calcutta a:(si 1;’9” II]'O
the Postmaster Genel’nlgeB e Exc}mngﬁ, o0 Chamber a.rmc “
. : . Bongal and Aseurn o r enquired of
proposed to take to improve these comm\micnbions'lmle' hat steps he
) Actually a number of technical im
in Barrackpore, Bhatpara and Budge
Postmaster General the prevailing b
but it was hoped that the positi.
became possible, thy

o
B?ld;:nzntts' had boen carried out
; Gistriets. Aocordip, to th
ad service wasg qy, Toaring
on weuld improve y

Progrogsi i
ough releaseg from military ﬂ«ﬂd’i::?'vely i

ime organizg-
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tions to Tecruit more experienced operators, particularly at the Caleutta
Exohange where new positions had been oponed to reliove congestion.

Congestion at the G.P.O. and C.T.0.—The Report for the year
1945 recorded the approach made by the Chamber to the Postmaster
General, Bengal and Assam Circle, about delays experienced by members

in the accevtance of postal articles and telograms at the General Post

Office and the Central Telegraph Office as a result of which the staff for

the acceptance of * deposit ' nocount telegrams wasg augmented.

To avoid congestion at Calcutta G. P. O. it was suggested by the
Chamber that the number of counters might be increased. The Chamber
the Postmaster General, that throe additiona) counters

was informed by
) o 19th February 1946 and it was hoped

were opened at the G P. 0. on th
this would considerably relieve the situation.

Automatic System.—The General

Calcutta Telephone Service:
overnment

Tolephones, Calcutta. in anticipation of the G

Manager,
lephone system in Calcutta by an auto-

replacing the present manual te
matic system, invited the views of the Chamber on :—

* based on oither the
us the number or the
de plus the number;

(a) The adoption of an “Exchange Code’
Jetter system of two or three letters pl
numerical ‘system of a two figure co
and

(1) A suggested list of names for the mew exchange areas in

Calcutta.

After consulting all members on the alternative exchange code
SVstéms, the Chamber replied that the consensus of opinion was strongly
i;l favour of the ‘letter code” i.c., the system of prefixing the number
by two or three distinctive lotters indicating the ethz}nge to be cn].lad
(e.g. DUM for DumDum). With the object of avoiding n.m{ possﬂ)l.e
confusion it was suggested by the Chamber on the second point that it
might prove desirable to select exchange names in which at least two

of the three initial letbers were different,

INDUSTRIAL

ill, 1946.—The Chamber has under considora-
11, 1946 which makes provigion for the
¢ industrial disputes and for certain other

Industrial Disputes Bi
tion the Industrial Disputes Bi
investigation and settlement 0
purposes,
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Experience of ¢} i
he working of the Trad i
s n rade Disputes Aot, 19 v
thes 1 osf :E&-l; defeot was that while restraints had been im igq’ f{e‘enkd
S T i i :
pente of s 1t0e inddlook-out m' publie utility services, no pll',ov?si onlthe
cottiom 91'1 er pr})ceedmgs institutable under the Act fon e
Conemen antmdush‘ml dispute either by reference to BOr o
on or to a Court of Ingui ons dotey
e om0t : nquiry. Emergency regulati i
ade it possible for the Central Government tozre;elloil:);dutrm?
" b r industria
zznee;?force their awards, but this emergency
inued as from the 1st Octobor 1946 wiﬁ

: The intenti ill i
emergency legislation by a permanent :t;::t it ——
§ o.

219 appropriate Government to decl.
azette any industry to be a publi
may be specified, ’

his
. The Bill also empowers
a.ze. py notification in the official
¢ utility servioe for sucheperiod as

The report of the Select Committee on the Bi s now bafore the
of the
, ¢ 197 n th Il is no

1945fg:pr:n:;nl;m Wages Bill, 1946.

at many of the i

I , 0 points mooted b r

D and embodied in a new Minimum Wagesbhlgﬂ?h;mbm t“;?r;
, now entitle

the Minimum Wa
! ges Bill, 1946, alth
of compulsion wor o B,i;lmme,j although unfortunately the principle

—Members will recall from the

In the course of
the
overnment om the . yei!lnll' t:a Chamber submitted observ:

and secondly from i
: the point
industry in varticular, o

. i ations to
SVily from the genm'all industrial angle
ew of plantation labour and the tea

o h(l) General Labour.~The Chamber,
o 16 measure was commendablo iy that ,it
ere wages were sub-normal, feared that

while agreeing that the object
sought to deal with industries
unless similay legislation was
'ould provide an incentive to
lsa‘dvanbuges to the evacuated
without some assurance that

’Ijhe constitutional position made th,
irz\achmery for applying the Act weak and . i
vstas doubtful if the directiong of th ODOSSI
carried out by the Provinces, s'econdly ° entl‘fll or
not accept the advice tendered by un’:devmcial
the.re Was no provision for () Permanent Vﬁ‘:
dations would subject to safeguards be. bi:

Elroz?osed administrative
Y inadequate, Firstly,
v(e}mment would be
P Overnment need
;soem; Gommittee, and thirdly
ge Boards Wwhosge recommen-

nding on boty employors and
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workers and (b) an All-India Board to co-ordinate the work of the
various Provincial Boards and to give directions to such Boards with
regard to industries spread all over the country.

The Chamber felt that consultation with the Advisory Committee
or Board was most important before the initial fixing of the minimum
wage, and pointed out that in addition the Bill laid down no basic
principles or criteria for determining wages in an occupation or in an
aren. This was regarded as a serious omission.

(i) If wage fixing was to be anything but dangerous guess work,
it must be based on a sound stabistical foundation. At
present Government had no adequate statistical data
regarding the cost of living, the family budget or other
relevant fators. Before the Bill was enacted the Chamber
considered it -essential that Government should set up an
adequate labour statistical department.

tant for the satisfactory representation of labour
that the labour should be mainly
Special Government
and

() It was impor
on the wage boards,
represented by Government officlals.
Tabour Officers should be appointed for this purpose

vd should have one of these officers as its

each wage boa
one labour officer to

secretary. It should be possible for
deal with a number of Boards.

tics the introduction of Mintmum Wage Boards
might mean the abandonment of the system of concession
foodstuffs and the Chamber suggested that the Bill should
not becoms operative until circumstances make it possible
to discontinue supplies of rice at concession rates.

(i) In prac

Clertain detailed amendments to the clauses and phraseology of the

Bill were suggested. N
id Tea Tabour—As special and complicated cons
the application of the Bill to the tea industry,
otter treated it separately from this particular

(2) Plantation a¥
siderations were raised by
the Chamber in a further i
angle.

While there was 10 objection to the application of the minimum
wage principle to plantation labout, it was considered that t})e Bill, as
drafted, wasin certain important respects defective, and in view of this
and the difference between conditions on tea estates and in other
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industriés the Chamber consi i

dustr n nsidered it preferabl, e ject deal
with in a separate Plantation Minimum V;ato Rl paomtect do
:?n;.ewhat élﬂex'exxh lines from the present Bill
dmf;o;.lﬁvmed the Chamber that it would be pre
raft Bill for the considerati
a0t to constin o on of Government,

go Bill framed along
The Indian Tea Agso.
pared fo put up such a
if Government would

Firstly imu ages 0o ] ed on piece work or
inimum ges coul, X iec kK
M W d be fixed ad

. fixed w i
&pplicabellege; but it was suggested that neither of t}
e 0 the tea estates; a time rate for a work
. blgence fixed by the garden authorities und :
ige oards, would represent in th e on
principle for the tea gardens,

aily
hegse systems were
1 of ordinary skill
delegation by the
e Chamber’s opinion the fairest

Secondly,

attention :
be the long te was directed to what would almost inevitably

rin eff
ect of the proposed legislation. Although wages

¢ :
he greater regimentation of labounr,

on fshe tga estates towards those in ’f
which, on many estates,

and b‘he approximation of conditions
a man wurliz(;lo:es' The present system under
+to moony o s much or as little as he liked
It was for Government to gular daily and ‘weekly periods of work
change. It was, howeve consider the sociologioal implications of th'.
bo called o e s, r,f rlgl)b that the attention of Government Oh ‘ 1‘;
due course changed th g ﬂ“.s probable development, If | e i
oir habits, under the influence o.f mi ﬂfbourers .
minimum wage

fixation and gid
a full day’s work . |
would' require a far smaller 18:[:0“0? six days in the woek, the indusiry

, on the labowr
e }.zsse probable conse-
orne in mind in deciding

our a syste )
. m which wi
0 greater regimentation as almost

quences should, in the Chamber"
- whether or not to apply to plant;
bound to lead, in the long run,

8. view,
ation lab,
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tion of “Ordinar 4, Section 47 . Overtin
3 B (3 .
nary Rate of Pay”.—Doubt arose re;:lr?i'and Interpreta.
Ing the correct

interpretation of the
term “ordinar;
calculating overtime o 17 ot P
! . ne under sectio st " the pur
flﬂesblon raised was whether N e Hectories A::t 11;‘;?05;1“
[0 ;
included as “wages” for pee” should I:Z
The Ty, :
otorjes Ach

“War” or “Dearness Allo
the purpose of the Section.

- of India, that industrial employers did not accept thi

" of which liberal use was made by bot

(6 )

did not contain any definition of wages or ordinary rate of pay, bub
in the opinion of the Government of India expressed in the February
issue of the Indian Labour Gazelte, dearness allowance or war allowance
should be treated as part of the “ordinary rate of pay” for the purpose
of calculating overtime pay under Section 47 of the Factories Act.

this interpretation of the Govern-

The Chamber, in disagreement with
ciated Chambers of

ment of India, referred the matter to the Asso
Commerce of India who advised the Department of Labour, Government
s “ex parte” inter-
rness or- war allowance should be treated as
" for the purpose of calculating overtime
ctories Act 1934 and that until the matter
ourt, they held and would act
ordinary rate of pay did not
o temporary

pretation, namely, that dea:
partb of “ordinary rate of pay’
pay under Section 47 of the Fa
was otherwise decided by a competent ¢
upon, the view that an employee's
include emergency allowances or other emoluments which wer
in nature and not baged upon the actual rate of pay-

Machinery under Rule 81A of the
1A of the Defence of India Rules,
L the Central and Provincial
4 on the 30th Septembor 1946. As it was then
o Central Logislature would
easure had to be enacted

Continuation of Adjudication
Defence of India Rules.—Rule §

Governments, expire
difficult to know when the next session of th

be convened, some temporary logislative m
Accordingly, the Oentral Government issued an Ordinance

ntinly all the provisions of Rule 81A of the
oxcept that the executive authority under the
n the Central or the, appropriate Provincial
he dispute fell within the Central or the

meanwhile.
which contained substa:
Defence of India Rules,
Ordinance would vest i
Government according as £
Provincial sphere.

e woilld be in foree for a period of six months from its

The Ordinanc rom
y of that period permanent legislation

promulgation and before the expir:
was expected to be ena.cted.

The Chamber circulated a coby of the Ordinance for the informatioti

of members on 21st October 1946.

mmittee : Regulation of Conditions of Employ-
usiness Houses and Commercial Undertakings in Urban
y the Government of India on the Regulation
in Businoss Houses and Commercial

Standing Labour Co
ment in B
Areas.—A memorandum D
of Conditions of Tmployment otc.




( %)

Undertakings in Urban Areas, which was placed on the agenda of the
gl;ng]h;:iz:t;ng of the Standing Labour Committee, was considered by

By accepting in 1940 the Bengal Shops and Establishments Act,
the Chamber had already approved of the principles of the legislati ’
outlined by the Central Government in their memorzmdumg W}i?ln
agreeing in general with the expression of views in the x.mte t;e
Chamber felt obliged to advise the Caleutta delegate on the Standi :
Labour Committee of certain fundamental and important dif‘fe;'e1 et
b.etw.een the Bengal Act and the proposed Central Legislation © n?:"
him in his attitude towards the Proposed legislation. P

Ghnx:ifa;zirl;:ii:;d:nf:x;il:ld\lxstriflt Employees.—The views of tho
cular letter b inei

Goverr.xments by the Government of I1ledliajld(;l[z>.::;2itblutx?;riuo?r?wscml
proposing comprehensive amendments to the Factories Aot ‘“".)"""'
employers to set up Welfare Funds for the purpose of int: :q“.”mg
number of welfare schemes for their workers. Govern u:: r(‘) spotiad
that the funds might be expended on the following appropt:i:e :bujii:jt'ed

(a) Education of the workers and their dependents ;
(b) Health of the workers and their dependents ;

(0)

(d) Other general amenities ; and

Recroation and en ertainment for worke: ependents;
t d entertai; or kers and their d. pen:

(e} Administration of the Trust Fund
n N

The Chamber was o
prosed to the Gover
'mment
X e:inplcsters should set-up Welfare Funds of the type VIPI’OI.)osaI that
education, health and other general amonitios of isualised for the
dependents, of the workers and their

It was strongly felt th t
responsibility of Guvernm:rft egrﬂlgat;;:t ﬂ(:;ld lze.al’ch N
burden for such purposes to industry woulg eha o neter
existing industties and the development of ne ve. @ ot
of legislative compulsion was inappropriate si e dustr
tion f?r compelling employers to institute W‘:i":n:hﬁge
most if not all of whom, and at any rate all the S ‘und,‘; ospecially as
already spending considerable sums of nmney»m]:voﬁresmm fivms, were
On the whole it was considered that legislation w;uizri -hd amenlitos.
4 have the effect

ere primarily the
of the finanoial
imontal effect on
ies. The threat
Was no justifica-

(mn)

of restricting welfare schemes to defined purposes without giving
employers sufficient latitude, thereby discoursging the voluntary efforts
of all progressive employers,

In the Chamber's opinion the time seemed inopportune to consider
or introduce such a scheme when the reactions of the various welfare
measures already prssed were still to be assessed and the considerations
of the Rege Committee had nob yet appeared, and any attempt on
Government’s part to define which particular aspect of labour welfare
should receive employers attention and the manner in which funds for
the purpose should be disbursed were considored quite promature.

Relatively speaking welfare measures did serve to promote the
well being and productive efficiency of workers—and apart from what
was primarily state responsibility—certain of these measures might
consequently be regarded as a legitimate and direct charge on the fruits
of industry or the firms who had benefited. From time to time, however,
experience showed that stages or optima were reached beyond which if
was uneconomic to increase expenditure on welfare until the productive
efficiency of labour improvedl or until profits were either maintained or
increased. The general experience at present was that labour in India
was not giving the “quid pro quo” of increased productivity and the
Chamber’s view was that until the efficiency of labour here equalled
approximately the level of efficiency in other countries they
had mo olaim to benefits similar to those enjoyed by labour in those

countries,

Certain employers, such as stevedores, might not always be in a
position to contribute consistently to Welfare Funds owing to inter-
mittent work, the employment of seasonal and casual labour, and
consequently fluctuating profits, which would limit the usefulness of
the scheme and might possibly also lead to trouble with labour.

On the other hand and according to the experience of the Chamber,
labour proferred and approciated money wages whi'ch they could sp'end
inany way they pleased, and the setting up of Welfare Funds mlghh
casily tend to cut across the prosent tendency towards awarding

increased wages and bonuses.
In particular and quite apart from the question of responsibility

there were difficulties Which combined to make the purposes of education
and health under the proposed scheme so unattractive to employers,

kv—ﬂ
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Education—Administered by so many trusts the educ: t'.
.Bystem would become chaotic and co-ordination would becomulon
impossible task. Not only would a mixed labour force necesmi(nteeta-n
or more schools at each factory with prohibitive initial an:i (run "w
expenses to employers but differences of opinion on the erlnmg
Management between workers’ and smployers’ represenbative; (s' "
ll:z:bto s{:ri]:e;, and moreover most firms would find that their mn?:;il;t

and staff were too i i :
o and & OfrAdministmtuiLI:. occupied to devote the necessary time on

He —. r
benemasaf‘t,z ];.urgel staffs of doctors would be required if medical
o pwme: of 0 e}sbended to dependents of workers in their houses
he Droblem [ ‘ﬁndmg the necessary number of. doctors aside the
suporﬂo jective in the proposed scheme seemed to the Chamber Zluite
uous in view of the Government’ ‘
{ s 1 r i
for national health insurance legislation e and wider proposel

trmlh;zdr:;;mrﬁéoym?m (Standing Orders) Act, 1946.—The Indus-
on 23rd April 1945 tsndf-n o Oxders) Ach, 1848, which came into offoct
including faetories, p}]) tod to a_Wlda range of individual enterprises.
inland steamer ve ’1]-al ways, mills, quarries or oil fields, plantations,
ommnibus services, Ss?hs, docks, wharves or jattiss, and tramway or motor
inony day of the ¢ relve. hundred or more workmen were employed
Aot would be admi -W: ve months pracoding the 23rd April 1946, The
mines and ou-ﬁeu;:lsb;l:ﬁe‘ré::: onse of federal milyays, major ports
by the Provineial Government co?cer(r}x:gemmsnt and imall othor cases

Its main provision wa, .
= s to require the owner
N e of t] i
:‘Qzﬁlsﬁ;,mwmhlrf six months from the date on whicl?ei;'::&zhshment fo
- opplieed :, ;ﬁpms of draft Standing Orders prepared by hi ot beca.me
stablishment and relating to the terms of o for adoption
employment of the workers there. service governing the

The Government of Bengal'
gal's Rules w :
members by the Chamber in Circular NOAe;EQﬁgzgszedﬁbin%iswed i
3 n ovember.

No M .
Gover‘;‘:imst;nd];ng Orders were appended to the Rules made b,

Rules to which t;“g‘ﬂ, but later the Governmens of Ind.“ o y‘}fiho

ot of Indte. Rl oy adppended Mod‘el Standing Ordeps. 'Il‘i publis .ed

on October 15th ;s.an Qrders, which appeared in the @ e cheu}r

. were applicable only to industria} sstabliszzme:f In;fm

ments under

the Central Government, federnl railways, major porte. -
. h Mines and oil-

(%)

fiolds throughout British India, All other establishments were governed
by the Provincial Rules.

The Factories (Second Amendment) Bill.—The Factories (Second
Amendment) Bill, 1946, was framed (a) bo enable Provincial Govern-
rules requiring spocified factorios employing more
o set up canteens in conformity with preseribed
ries (Amendment)

ments to make
than 250 persons b
standards and (0) to rectify an omission in the Facto
Act, 1946, regarding the working hours in seasonal and non-seasonal

factories.

" . The Chamber, while not generally opposing the Bill which would be
introduced in the Central Assembly at the mnext Budget Session,
registered its objection to the principle of attempting to compel
te food ocanteens as experience had shown

employers to set up elabora
the employees

that in many cases such canteens were neither desired by
nor patronised by them when provided.

Collection of Employment and Unemployment Statistics in
Establishments other than Factories.—For the purpose of post-war
development and planning, figures of smployment and unemployment in
factories, Government offices, and all commercial and trading concerns
were required by the Government of India and the Provincial Govern-
ments. In Bengal the Labour Commissioner had been entrusted with
the task of collecting the mecessary statistics from all trading concerns,
shops and astablishments, oxcluding all factories registered under the
Tactories Act which wore the responsibility of the Chioef Inspector of

Factories.

The co-operation of the Chamber was invited by the Labour
On his behalf the Chamber circulated all members and
hem to assist the Commissioner to the
full by rendering to him initial returns of all persons employed in-
their establishments other than factories, - together with figures for the
months of January to March 1946. These returns were required
regularly thereafter and would be submitted for each month by the
15th of the succeeding month. Particulars on the official forms covered
all personnel employeds whether officers, clerks or other staff such as
durwans, peons or labourers regardless of salary or rank. The figures
sent to the Labour Commissioner would exclude those given-to the Chief
Inspector of Factories for persons employed in factories registered under

the Factories Act.

Commissioner.
agsocinte members requesting t
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Control of Development and Location of Indu:
Calcutta,.—The Chamber was asked by the Chief Inspector of Fnctories,
Bengal, in May for suggestions concerning the ory
which could be adopted in order to collegt and col

stries in Greater

The Chamber, being of the opinion that the subject raised was
primarily one for 8 Provineinl Post-War Planning Committes supported
by an expert staff of

planners, confined itself to making only o fow
general comments for the guidance of whoever w.

for the planning of Greator Calcutta,
that, either through the Chamber oy
would keep in close touch with the ind
affected while the sury

as ultimately responsible
The Chamber assumed however
directly, the vlanning authority
ustrial or commereial intorests
eys and the draft sohemes were being prepared,
TFrom the transport angle the Chamber em
of planning g road system for Greater Caloutt
the plan, linking it up with tk
system of the rest of the country ; and stressed
plan for the district wag the need for
(a) whether it was intended to procesd

to Diamond Harh

phasised the importance
o to form the gkeleton of
t plans and the transport
how fundamental to any
a Government decision on either
with the construction of a ship
our or alternatively (b} whether

he other distrie

nearer the sea,

Improvement of

the existing slum indue
desirable and, in gty

essing this, the Chamber re
of those areas of worker’s dwellings and their r

of the factory areas to new gites where heal]
develop along planned lines. While the rew
be mixed up in the factory oreas, they shoulq
them in order to avoid the fatigue and wagt,
journeys to and from work,

trial arens was highly
commended the clearance
"8Moval to the peripheries
thier communities could
communities should not
be in eloge proximity to
@ of time eaused by long

Similarly, established industries shoylq be Te-planneq Where there
Was congestion, factories es should be Temoved and gettled
factories ang new industrigs

like hom

ganisation and mofhogs

(75
j i f an Advisory
K t Project: Setting up o
hrapara Developmen ! an Advisory
Ka'ttl;e f(l:r Allocation of Sites to Industrial Conceras Gix‘:e;;mem
tcomm';h their Kanchrapara Area Development Schsm?,t 4;] e
Bon isor, ittee for the
i Advisory Commi
decided to set upan it ) irpose of
x E?:ilgz'lilnﬂ and tendering its advice on all appho%\tl(?ns E:ll Lléohimber o
c?“:‘ e)t Bindividuwl industrial concerns, and invited the Cha
of sites to a ¢
appoint a reprosenmtive_ to the Committee.

i . miles in
The Kanchrapara District which is npprom}zz:a{zrij i(;r 1:;9 >
area was occupied during the war by the Af:li? e oaon
stores and ammunition depot, hospital and billets. e adaie (o)
y 3 t of Bengal for further developmen S
o Govm"“}:nl and adequate accommodation for hospital s n ,mlml
i FOEP" al roa for middle class people, (c) land for agricul el
P qiz:;e for the proposed Central Governn}cnt li-.co‘:zrkms
developm(.aub, (d)i Lto other with adequate accommo?nmon for \‘ o
“’“S”“_"t“’“ “{‘{“S gZi(a) a site for modern industries. ’Ijlxe pfopw“h
¥ 'the“' fmmhe':b . for the allocation of industrial s%tas 15' nﬂ;r
Advisory O?lnll]‘te(;eand the site is to be developed on lm‘esss:ﬂight
:efifengeo:z%Zi:;yn Garden City, Trafford Park, Slough, Port Su
to thos .
etc. in the UK.

M F. fiking, OB, of Messrs. Gillanders Alb\lbtllmolt&di!’zisoroy
r. A. J. Elking, C.B.I., s : s "
h 1\llflt.mAAAnppoim;ad as the Chamber's representative on th
as’ be ‘
Committee.

Utjlisation of Industria Research.—No on-| ical
1 tes of a mnon-technic
I so1 . ’ ‘
‘ facture of sintered glass filters and mosquito
u

nature on () the mon the utilisation ~ of Nim oil and its bitter

repellent cream and (i)

cO0; es) I e armaceuti 'y, prepared
tg (Nimbidin Seri s) in the Pharmaceutical Industry, p
- constituents (N1

d t to the
i rial Research, wore sen
i jentific and Industria ) fhe
P Co“"c}l ;)fwf::?:n. Those interested in the comlllercluloe;:;l::e;ty
A )1:02;9965 should apply for a leage of each process
:m?\ Of(‘[}h:lecgl of Scientific and Industrial Resem‘(?h.
o the Co

. ittee.—The appointment of the Indmn. Cole—
Indian C?Blf‘elds C::::L:tnt:ed “in the Press on '7t',h Dscimbels}f::::
flelds Commithoe wasdeult with a number of most mlportun_‘ cox; e
Its terms of .Tafereuce‘uing of Indian coal, from tho conservation Od the{'
ations affocting tho nfn] oldings, to the opening of nsw. fields, n,n' o.
the fwgmemitlionso A1 review of the recommendations of previous
essentinl probloms.

Enquiry Committees was included,
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) Ii(‘ior.the purpose of eliciting opinion the Indian Coalfields Committe
;ssduef in February 1946 two questionnaires for the attention of th‘3
n- ufz ry and those in'a position to give evidence on points comi :
within the Committee’s terms of reference. o

ﬂddr’fshsqul;si:om?;lres being mai.nly technical and to that oxtent
iresse initi;gnﬁy to the c.oal industry the Chamber confined its
i consmuﬁon; o the section of the second questionnaire dealing
e oo mat?ers where opinion was requested on (1) whether
considered satisfactory that there should be a division of

N -
e:j:;)r;mblhty between the Centre and the Provinces on the lapse of
euactghncT p.owefs and (2) the advisability of the Central Government

ng legislation to vest in itself the power to regulate mines and

mineral development and &
ine 0 control the production and distribution of

) 'On the first of these Questions, the
oplm?n that any division of :resp(;nsibil
Provn.]ces in respect of the natural mine
be satisfactory ; and since it was felt tha
should be treated on an all-India basis, th
that the Central Government should'en
Power to regulate mines and miner:

Chamber was strongly of the
ity between the Centre and
ral wealth of India could not
t the development of minerals
e Chamber supported the view
ach legislation to vest in itself
2l development,

The Ch r
amber wag not prepared to admit at present that there was

any necessity for perma. v ) ver th 1
oces Permanent Governm
{stributy ; L but it nent control' over the production

fell within the Provineial gp

As regards the s 0
econd of the twe stions

ards Qtest; foned
e Sexts thesooo oftho 101:ia1ti1:£1tloned abave, the
ere should be one
i}:‘::l Questions pertaining
o min 2ls and mines ghould
» the Geologica] Survey of

he proposal
e aling wit
to th‘e coal industry, and congidered that m
con.smute a. separate portfolio of (.
India to be included in this portfoli

()
MISCELLANEOUS

Decimalisation of Weights and Measures.—The Central Govern-
ment have under consideration the need for introducing some measgure
of order into the chaotic number and nomenclature of weights and
measures in use in this country and whether simultaneously with the
proposals for the decimalisation of the coinage, an endeavour should be
made to decimalise weights and measures also. The Chamber's views
wera requested on (a) whether the metric system would be preferred or
() which of the existing weights should be adopted as the unit with
suggested multiples and sub-divisions.

The Chamber, after consulting a large range of commercial and
industrial interests, informed the Government that while agreeing that
it would ultimately be desirable to have the sub-division of weights and
measures on a decimal basis, the Chamber strongly advoocated standardisa-
tion and the adequate enforcement of the standards as the
requisite. With some reluctance because of the natural appeal of the
decimalised system to trade and commerce, the Chamber was forced to
the conclusion that under present conditions the metric system ora
wholly decimalised basis of Indian weights and measures was beyond the
adaptability of the country at one step. The Chamber's view accordingly
wag that action for the time being should be restricted to the standardisa-~
tion of weights on the basis of the maund of 80 Ibs., which would not
preclude decimalisation at a later stage, and of the British measures
which already had wide currency in India.

Indian Standards Institution.—In the Report for 1945 mention wag
made of the observations offered by the Chamber on the scheme for a
proposed Indian Standards Institution.

Institution came into being during the yéar
Chamber became a Sustaining
oription of Re. 250/«

The Indian Standavds
under review, and in token of support, the
Member of it on the basis of an annual subs

of Commerce of India are represented on

'he Associated Chambers
C. 7. L. Stokoe of Messrs

the General Council of the Institution by Mr.
Bird & Co., Lahore.
Molasses.—The Chamber was informed that the Bihar Government

had decided to stop supplying molasses to Bengal in 1947 and that the
Government of the United Provinces had advised the Bengal distilleries

first pre-
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that molasses could only be supplied to them ~henceforth from the U.P.
metre gauge instead of from the usual broad gauge line with the exce' t.
ion of one mill producing from the broad gauge line. The curbailmp;
of supplies from the U.P. which the reversion frem the broad gaug e?
the U.P. metre gauge would inevitably mean and the stoppage iroil B:"le "0
would not only gravely affect the distilling industry in Beugal wll m};
had for years drawn the most of its requirements of molasses frolrl B'!llxc
and the U.P. owing to the shortage in Bengal, but would have udvz ?r
re%)e.rcussions on the Bengal pharmaceutical trade consuming re H?;
spirit and the shellac, paint, varnish and shoe industries taking d reare
spirit prepared by the Bengal distilleries. £ dematured

In the interests of the Bengal industries affected the éhamber urged
the Government of Bengal (a) to press the Bihar Government to gr ltgnt
leas.;f, a quota of molasses to Bengal if normal supply o lIg oy
maintained and (b) to request the U.P. Government to gi clnso t
Beng&l from the broad gauge line, give molassos fo

[vnen;l‘(})xfe;uttalr isl athpresent receiving the consideration of the Govern-
engal who have address ihar
o addressed the Bihar and U.P. Governments on

; Petrol Ratio.ning.-'l‘hs Associated Chambers of Comuieres of Tudid
rew the attention ,ofltha Government to the general dissatisfacti

fgltt.by the commercial and industrial interests e
continuance of the system of rol rationi vhi

restrictive effect on their dsv:);:;?rie;?tf:;niez:;:r V(:{M e
Now that the petrol consumption of the Services must ‘10.10“ e
;reably reduced the Association considered that- the: Jrrely have beer
why the ?rovincial quotas and the restricted supplem:etwns Howanens
to essenh'l&l commercial and industrial concerns sh ldn B‘ry a!lowances
substantially, even if rationing was still to (:onlbinueou ot be fnorensed

* The Government in re:
ply stated that the:
L Y wer i
ex}i of pet.z'ol rationing, bub that the position wag ag(;lvnxmltls e
wide .reqmr?ments which necessitated 4 strict rationi el‘"? o 'WO‘TM‘
supplies available : the position was complicated by ;:;:g e qulnted
rency considera-~

tion and until such time as 1

o more dollars ‘were avai

httl.e easing of the petrol position in the sterli eilable tl{ere could be
India, ing area, which included

Rocently progressive
nereasss in the Provinel
were annotne 1 rovincial and
d b ounced, and tho, Transport Department 1 o State (}uofms
would be unnecessary after August 1947 ent hoped that rationing

in India at the "

(e

Language Studies,—~In the Report for 1945 reference was made to
two separate though inter-commected projects for the improvement of
the cultural and practical knowledge of India on the part of those taking
up appointments in this country. The first, emanating from the
Searborough Commission, was the inauguration of special courses of
instruction in London by the School of Oriental and African Studies
and the second was the proposed establishment of language clasgesin
Calcutta where men could start such studies or continue those begun in
London prior to their coming out to India. Both schemes, it will be
recalled, met with a cordial reception when members were consulted on
them in August 1945,

The Chamber Committee carly in 1946 discussed these matters with
the Bxaminer in Languages, G-H.Q. India, who had had the advantage
of recent personal contacts with the Director of the School of Oriental
and African Studies in London. Ho strongly commended participation
in the London scheme and offered to place his advice and experience at
the disposal of the Chamber in organising language classes in Caloutta.,

(a) In consequence of these discussions, the Chamber Committeo
endorsed their previous recommendation that, where the need for quick
recruitment from the United Kingdom did not rule out such a course,

members should give their fullest support to the short courses organised

by the School of Oriental and African Studies. They brought to the
rs in this connection an appeal issued by the India-

attention of membe
ence to the course commencing in London

Burma Association with refer
at the end of April and asked for an iqdication, whersé it was possible to
give one, of the numbers likely fo be interested in a further courss

starting in September/Octaber 1946.

proposed Caleutta Language classes, an
mber of entries was gsought to enable
der the appointment of a Senior Tutor
cheme, syllabus and study schedule.
ded sufficient evidence of support to
h tho scheme. Some delay was

(b) As regards the
approximate idea of the likely nu
the Chamber Committse to consi
who would draw up & complete s
The response from members affor

justify the Chamber proceeding wit! ; S
experienced in obtaining the services of a suitable Senior Tutor but on

the recommendation of the Adviser in Languages, G.H.Q., a satisfactory
appointment was made. Two ’Assistant Tutors were subsqu.ently
appointed and after the necessary books were obtained a preliminary
series of courses of four months 'durahion for men only was a.r.mnged B
the class in Colloquial Hindustani for assistants in jute mills B,x}d
workshops for which thero ‘wore fourteen students, and the classes in
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Tower Hindustani for which there were thirty-nine students, commenced
on-bhe 14th October 1946 ; on the 28th Qctober a class in Lower. Bengali
with eight students started. Owing to insufficient entries it was not
possible to iRclude in this course classes in Higher Hindustani and
Higher Bengali but a further opportunity is being afforded when the
gecond course opens oy 3rd February 1947,

Progress and attendance are 1'9poi"ced to'be good, and it is anticipated
that candidates will be ready to sit the firsh of the examinations towards
the eénd of March 1947, :

A second series of courses commenced on 3rd February 1947 with
an encouraging number of entries,

Overseas Visitors to London : Honorary Membership of the
London Chamber of Commerce.—The easier travel facilities which
make it possible again for business men from overseas to visit London
miore freely prompted the London Chamber of Commerce to reintroduce
the offer of honorary membership to members of British Chambers of
Commerce visiting the United Kingdom.

_ Honorary members are entitled to the use of the information depart-
ments, the members’ room, telephone and library. They may also be
invited to attend meetings of sections in which they are interested, and
s copy of the Chamber of Commerce Journal will be sent to them
during their stay,

This facility has been extended to members of the Bengal Chamber
and the Secretary has beon given cards of introduction for those desirous
of taking advantage of the privilege.

Claims for Riot Damages.—The Chamber, in support of the
representations made by the Calcutta Trades Association, requested
from the Government of Bengal a declaration of policy in the matter of
compensation for losses sustained by the trading and commercial public
during. the disturbances which took place in Calcutée and iR
the surrounding districts in February 1946, The Chamber expressed
disnppoimman_t at the absence of action by the Government appropriate
to such -circumstances, viz. the issus of a Proclamation under Section
15 of the Police Act, 1861, appointing a Special Officer to consider
claims, and in this connection drew attention to the prompt action
taken by the Government of Bombay to direct that all claims for
compensation resulting from the Bombay riots should be submitted t0
the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Bombay. . -

|
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The Government of Bengal, while they asreed that awards of
compensation could be made by Magistrates against the inhabitantsin
general or a partioular section of them under Section L5A. of the Indian
Police Act, 1861, disclaimed all legal liability to pay compensation in
this case in view of the absence of a Proclamation issued and in force
when the riots were committed, and pointed out that a Proclamation
made after the disturbances could have no retrospective effect.

During the August Riots a Droclamation under Section 15 of the
Police Act was issued. It made provision for the award of
rehabilitation grants to those who had suffered during . the riots, This
Proclamation did not cover the February riots however. where the
position still remains unsatisfactory.

Vendor Nuisance in Calcutta Business Area.—Complaints were
received by the Chamber from time to time of the nuisance caused
by the strest vendors in the Clive Street area, and several times the
Chamber appronched the Police -to take action, pointing out
that not only is the noise made by these vendors of annoyance to those
working in adjacent offices, but the extent to which their wares were
allowed to ocoupy the pavements tended to obstruct the passage of
pedostrians and to result in layers of filth and litbor,

The Polico had always been good enough to answer the appeals
of the Chamber and to remove the hawkers; but the recurring tendency
and persistence of this nuisance would appear to require more drastic
measures to dofeat it than were being adopted. In May the question
was ' raised st a meeting of the Calcutta Corporation, when the
Corponibion and the Police agreed to take immedinte action which it
was hoped would lead to a more lasting improvemont. Following this
action there was a marked improvement in the position—which has
since, however, again greatly deteriorated.

Department of Industries & Supplies, Electrical Development

_Directorate.—The Development Directorate of Electrical Engineering

which assumed the functions of the late Directorato of Electrical
Engineering, D.G.M.P., wasasan essential step in assisting the expan-
sion and consolidation of the electrical industry collecting particulars of
all the important manufactures of electrical stores in India. Many of
these were alrendy on record with the Pevalopmen’o Directorftte but to
ensure that oll important manufactures were included, the Directorate
asked the Chamber for the names and addresses eotc. of all the firme -

——d
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known to the Chamber who manufactured eloctric fans, lamps, batteries,
dry cells, motors and generators, transformers, insulating materials,
cables and wires, component parts of radio receivers and transmitters,
electrical domestic appliances such as heaters, kettles, stoves ete,, and
any other electrical goods not enumerated here.

The Chamber asked all members who were manufacturers of elec.
trical stores to advise the Develoment Officer (Blectrical} direct at the
Deparbment of Industries & Supplies, Eloctrical Development Directorate,
Shahjahan Road, New Delhi,

Visit of .Australian Industrialists to India—Members of the
Australian Industrial Delegation to India, who recently toured India
at the invitation of the Government of India for the purpose of develop-
ing and- fostering industrial contacts and commercial relations met
representatives of the Chambers of Commerce in Caleutta on Wednesday,
11th December, to discuss the general promotion of trade between the
two countries. The Bengal Chamber was represented at the meeting
by the President and Vice-President.

Informal opportunities of meeting the Delegation were also given
o those members of the Chamber who had intimated a desire fo discuss
with them individual points of business,

British Empire Exhibition at Sydney.—A British Empire Exhibition
will be held at Sydney from 31st March to 9th April 1947. The Govern-
ment of India has been allotted an area of 4350 square feet in the Main
Exhibition hall and plans are being prepared for the construction of two
attractive pavilions for ‘displaying the exhibits collected from India,
The Chamber has been asked to advise those of its members who may
be interested that a list of the representative exhibits which they desire
to donate with a short description of each atticle and its approximate
weight should be submitted immediatély to the Officer on Special Duty
in charge of Exhibitions, Government of India, Department of Commerce
Commercial Exhibition Section. Officers of the Department of Commerce

were proceeding on tour towards the middle of January 1947 to contact
Chambers of Commerce and indivi

to selecting exhibits,

Proposed Australian Guverx_:menl Export Corporation.—The ques-
tion of Government versus private enterprise trading was raised when
the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce sought the opinion of the Chamber

dual firmg through them with a view.
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ona proposal by the Australian Government to for
Export Corporation which would under:
exports throughout the world.

m a Government
take the marketing of Australian

Affer consulting trading interests here
it would oppose such a scheme on two grounds—firstly on the general
principle that State intervention in the fleld of private 'enterprise was
to be deprecated and secondly, that such an organisation would clash
with existing agenocy arrangements of importers of Australian goods
and would cut across the inherent right of private trading.
stood that the proposal has since been dropped.

the Chamber replied that

It is under-

‘Proposed Re-establishment of the Empire Marketing Board.—
resolution of the Association of Chambers of Commerce of Bast Africa
to the effect that *the Empire Marketing Board, which functioned so
effectively before the war, should now be re-established with the object
of again J;endering its valuable assistance to Euwpire trade ”, was being
considered by the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of * the British
Empire. The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India were asked
for their views and in turn veferred the matber to their constituent
members. After consulting the export and import Associations the
Chamber advised the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India that
while trade and commercial interests in India did not apparently benefit
from the Board’s activities while it was in existence, they would not
oppose its relestablishment if other parts of the BEmpire were in favour.

Montreal Board of Trade : Business Contact with Canada.—Tho
Montreal Board of Trade has offerd its services to business interests in
India in the furtherance of trade betweon Canada and India and in-
particular is in a position to place facilities and business contacts at the
disposal of members of the Chamber who carry letters of introduction
With them when they visit the Montreal District.

Disposals Enquiry Committee.—Towards the end of the year under
teview the Government of India appointed a small Committee, known as
the Disposals Enquiry Committee :—

({)" To roview the problems of the Disposils De'pai'huept and to
advise whether the organisations, personnel, and class of
officer and staff were adeqiiate and suitable for handling
these problems ;
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(fi) to advise whether the methods of disposals in themselves are
suited to producing results which are in the interests of the
public, and expeditious ;

(i) to advise whether, in their view, there are definite indications
of corruption ; and

(i) in general to suggest methods of improving the performance
and standards. s

) The Chamber met ropresentatives of the Disposals Enquiry Committee
in January 1947 and placed before them the experience and views
of members as ascertained by circular.

I.\(/il.:\larl'a Scheme for the Calcutta Industrial Area—The Chamber
considered in consultation with its Industrial Associations an anti-malaria

sc-heme for the Caleutta Industrial Area proposed and outlined by the
. Director of Publie Health, Bengal.

goédTl;teafthz;m;orl\wl'.hile geu'ez"ully commending the proposals as making a
B ot '_Puil:;:'( nﬁ a difficult problem expressed the hope - that the
o o .m ealth 'would consider developing his scheme more

y‘ an g}vmg it a much wider scope. The Chamber, after making some
detailed eriticism of the scheme, requested . if and when the scheme was

revised on the suggestions made th
¢ T hat the Chamber i r
opportunity of considering it. o bogtven » furiher

Tre.alment of Tubereular Employees.—In May 1945 the Director
of Public Health, Béngal, invited members of the i
pate ima schemse for the treatment of members’
from tuberculosis in beds subsidised at tho rate of
recognised T. B. Hospitals and Sanatoria.

Chamber to partici-
employees suffering
Rs. 3,000/- per bed in

On i i :
Oummitt(:;a digo::“i Efl_ng puk to them by o member the Chamber
to finance or mno “.r.]k th? C’}’mmber as such should be called upon

a1y pooling” gchome, but with o view to collective

action among members, the Ch,
s e ' i
interested in touch with each ot‘];lz’:l prossed willingnass to put those

the Director of Public Health, Benga;o fhat they could fointty pproseh
The Chamber pointed out thy
costs be reduced, but thoge par
ably assured of securing aceq
afflicted by tuberculosis,

Litc’onB: u p.uoling " basis ‘not only might
'pating in the pool would he reason-

mmodation for any of their omployees
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The Commandos’ Benevolent Fund—A small Committee wag
formed in Calcubte with the object of publicising and promoting the cause
of the Commandos Benevolent Fund created to afford some measure of
yelief to those dependants of deceased or wounded commandos who were
finding it impossible to live on their meagre allowances. o

The appeal; which was sympathetically regarded by the Chamboer,
was-essentially one for individual response and had been addressed to
firms and others direct. Donations were to be forwarded to Capt. A, H.
a'A Willis, Commendos’ Benevolent I'und, Cfo, Meéssrs. Place Siddons &
Gough, 6, Lyons Range, Calcutta.

Transport for Business Women.—In viow of the increasing difficul-
ties of transport to and from work experienced by ladies employed in
the business area, consideration was given by the Chamber to the
possibility of arranging for a morning, evening and possibly a l\mdﬂ;our
bus service exclusively for the use of ladies, provided sufficient support
was forthcoming. If the scheme was ingugurated a bus company and
not the Chamber would be responsible for running it with the support of
& guaranteed number of passengers at a guaranteed monthly figure.

Trom tho reples to a Chamber circular to members requesting:
information on (a) the most suitable routes, (b) the most appropriate
timings and (¢) the numbers likely to make use of the serviee, it was
ovident that a real demand existed.

The Chamber is at present negotiating for a transport company to
undertake the organisation and running of a service under this scheme. -

Business Survey & Market Reports: (a) "Business Survey”.—
The Commercial Publicity Section of the Commerce Department;
Government of India, commenced sending copies of its weekly
‘Burvey of business conditions in India to the Chm}lbar in Nover.nher
invi(;ing suggestions for the improvement of tl{o ) sarvxc('), coul?le(l wm_] a
request that the Editor would welcome recelving relmbl‘a information
the Chamber on trends and prices in respect of

regularly from nd i
y tuting the main items of India’s foreign trade.

commodities consti

had so far gone primarily to the Goveriment of
road covered the markets of money,
sllver, hides and skivs, tea and

The survey, which
Tndia Trade Commissioners ab
exchange, gilt-edged, equities, gold,

rubber.
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The Chamber is awaiting observations on it ‘which members may
care to make. .

(b) “ Foreign Markets”—~The Chamber was also consulted by the
Government of India, Department of Commerce, about the weekly
summary of commodity prices entitled Foreign Markets " prepared and
issued by the Department of. Commerce in response to a desire by
certain commereial bodies for such information.

The Chamber stated that while some members whose requirements
were already adequately met by existing newspapers and trade journals,
felt that the Government publication would not be of much value tr;
them others regarded it as fulfilling a useful purpose. The Chamber

made a few detailed suggestions intended to increase the usefulness of
the report to members, i

Government of Bengal Food Advisory Committee : Chamber
Representation.—In June the Chamber was invited by the (E‘ro
of Bengal to nominate a representativ
which had been set up to advise the
regard to the procurement,

vernment
¢ to the Food Advisory Committee
Government on matters of policy in
storage and distribution of foodstuffs.

Mr. R.H.D. Campbell of Messrs, Shaw Wallace & Co.

i > W i
to serve on this Committes as the Chamber’s representativ e appointod

e,

Development of Food Industries.—
a factual background the Department of Food, Ciover: t i
who are interested in the establishment of onod in]clium:tu' Of' In:ll?‘
z?unbl:y and the ma'inteuange and extension of the developn?;fﬁ 131 H:Es
iréetion made during the war, issued a questionnaire. The (;hlinb;:

With the object of building up

and what assis-

The Chamber cireulated the questio:
those firms interested in the produet;
would be willing and able t
to complete and return the
Delhi.

.rlna,irfe to its members and asked
ion of processed foods and who
firs:]m:;.y the informa.‘tion and data requested;

8 direct to the Department of Food, New

~ Prohibition on the -

Tm, ¢
Af;ica.-The Chamber ¢ portof Goods

from th ‘
Tow the. astentioy e Unjon of Seuth

of Governmeng to certain

for its views on
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difficulties being experienced by importers with reference to the Govern-
ment of India’s Notification No.2-C(6)/46 dated 17th July 1946 prohihi-
ting the import of all goods into India from South Africa.

(a) Thenotification exempted from the prohibition those goods from
South Africa which had been paid for wholly before the 17th July, and
the import of which had been specially authorised by the Central
vaerzlxllnllt. In confirmation of this understanding the Collector of
Customs, Calcutta, stated that importers would have to apply for the
requisite authorisation to an Import Trade Controller with evidence of

‘payment for the goods on or before the 17th July 1946. If the Import

Trade Controller was satisfied that the full payment had actually been ~
made, he would recommond the application to the Commerce Depart-
ment for necessary orders,

(b) On the question of importing goods from South America which
happened either because of restricted shipping or other reasons to be
transhipped at Capetown “ en route ” to India, the Collector of Customs
affirmed that the prohibition did not apply in this case, assuming that
the goods were not grown, produced or manufactured in the Union of
South Africa even though they had been transhipped “en route” ata
South African port. -

MEMBERSHIP

The following have been provisionally elected to membership
subject to confirmation at the next Annual General Meeting :— .

CHAMBER MEMBERS
1. A.P.V.Engineering Co. Ltd.
2. Alliance Assurance Co. Ltd.
Boots Pure Drug Co. (India) Ltd.
British Insulated Callenders’ Cables Ltd.
British Metal Qorpurntion (India) Ltd.
Century Insurance Co. Ltd.

Tagle Star Insurance Co. Litd.

L I

Employers Liability Assurance Corporation Ltd.
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9. F & C. Osler (India) Ltd.
10, -General Accident Fire & Life Assurance Corporation Ltd.
11. Greaves Cotton & Crompton Parkinson Ltd,
" 18 Merz & McLellan (India).
13, Herbertsons Ltd.
14, London Assurance Ltd.
15. Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society Ltd.
16.. Norwich Union Life Insurance Society.
17. Oxford University Press.
le‘ Pearl Assurance Co. Ltd,
19. Phoenix Assurance Co, Ltd.

20. Stewart & Co.

21. Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS.

Messrs. G. & M. Fogt. Co. Ltd.
o T. & O. Lang.

" Larsen & Toubro Ld.

The number of members of the Chamber on t
he 31st
was : Chamber members—270, Associate members—93, o Decombor 1946
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FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.

Chamber.—The addition to the Capital of the Chamber in 1946

amounts to Rs. 41,711-9-8,

Bengal Chamber of Commerce smplus
Royal Exchange Deficit

Addition

Rs. 53,655 14 2 .
w o 11944 4 6

41,711 9 8

Rs,

The corresponding figures for 1945 were :—

Bengal Chamber of Commerce Deficit
Royal exchange Deficit

Deduction

The Income and Expenditure for 1945 and

Income :—

Members’ Subscriptions

Monthly Contributions

Arbitration Fees

Certificates of Origin

Interest and Rent received less paid for
taxes, repairs and eloctric charges

Strike Certificate Fees

Profit on sale of Royal Exchange Res-
taurant Equipment

Profit on revaluation of Investments

Expenditure :—
Establishment
(a) Current
(b) Dearness Allowance -
{¢) Pensions
Printing and Stationery
Depreciation
Other Account Heads (See Income and
Txpenditure Account)
Legal Charges P
Prices Current
Contributisn to Provident Fund
Reserve for Income-tax on Chamber
Revenue
Loss on Sale of Food-Stuffs
Deficit
Surplus

Rs. 48849 1 4
» 11,639 11 0

Rs. 60,488 12 4

1946 were as follows :—

1945 1946
Rs. 1,10,100 1,14,200
w 408,985  5,68,107
o 733266 36,506
N 6176 10,136
» 16,018 679
" 80 30
oo e 4171
,, 653 5,696
Rs. 574,218 7,39,525
1945 1946
Rs. 4,45,290} 3,92,449
L 92,579
T 96433 25,370
o 10,089 12,632
" 20719 20,685
. 47620 69,893
,, 1,678 348
. 759 365
Y 99,675 3L537
L 34409 33,961
. 6,446 6,050
. 623,127 685869
yoosse ..
v 53,656
7,39,525

Rs. 574,278
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Royal Exchange.—The deficit for 1946 is Rs. 11,044-4-6 against
the deficit of Rs, 11,639-11-0 for 1945,

TIncome :— 1945 1946
Entrance Fees ... Rs. 42
Subscriptions o 25,172 26,237
Sale of Telephone Ticket Books R 435 355
. 25649 2650
Ezxpenditure :—
Rent . TR 12,000 12,000
Contribution to Chamber . P 6,000 6,000
Establishment ey 12,626 13,992
Restaurant License T, 100
Books.and Newspapers e 1,418 1,536
Sundries " 5,145 5,008
) ' . 37280 38536
Deficit [P 11,640 11,944
Rs. 25,649 26,592
o ] H. D. TOWNEND,
- ALCU?TA’ L President.
The 14th February 1947. | D. C. FAIRBAIRN,
J Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Secretarial Department—General.

(1) Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1946.

(2) Revenue Account for the year ended 81st December
1946.
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BENGAL CHAMBER Of COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
) (SECRETARIAL DEPARTMENT).
Incorporated as o Company under section 26 of the Indian Companies Act 1882.
BALANCE SHEET as at 81st December 1946.
CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. Rs. A.P. Rs. AP PROPERTY AND ASSETS. Rs A.P. Rs. AP
Capital Account— Land No.2, Clive Street, at cost e 311912 8 0
Balance at Ist January 1946 562,668 2 0 Royal Exchange Building at cost 6,02,166 12 9
Less—Depreciation to dato 434,378 7 7
Add—Surplus from Income and Expendxture ——— 167,788 5 2
Account 53,655 14 2
_— Furniture and Fittings at cost to 31-12-45 1,94,774 2 2
616324 0 2 Additions during the year at cost
Less—Royal Exchange Defici 11944 4 6 o e
—= 604,370 11 8 1,26177 11 2
Liabilities —
Less—Depreciation to date 1,26,077 11 2
For Expenses— —_— 100 0 o
Stationery 2205 4 0 Libtary and Pictures at cost 42,820 15
ess—Depreciation to date 42,720 1 5
Commercial Education Prizes 450 0 0 00 0 0
Electric Fans, Light, Lifts etc. 178 1 0 Standard Weights, Measures and Test Appliancos 5o
517 5
Peity Charges 1,094 12 6 Less—Depreoiation to date 4477 5 0 0 0 o
Audit Fee 1,100 0 ©
. Installation of Electric and Sanitary Works at cost... 1,220,997 8 9
Publication 30413 0 Less—Depreciation to date o 1,20897 8 9 100 o 0
Telephone 375 10 o
Tl Air Conditioning Plant at cost %6'1% 1? 0
elegrams Less—Depreciation to date 77
668 0 6 Preciation to da . 8,404 11 11
Subscription to Associated Chamber of Gom
merce for India 1,200 0 0 New Royal Exchange Resturant at cost 9,288 1 0
~Profit on Sale 4170 13 6
GhargesGencrul 963 9 0 —_—
Foodstuffs ( b 13458 14 6
‘oodstuffs (recoverable) " 8,558 10
: 558 100 Less - Depreciation to 31st Dec. ‘45R: 9188 1 0
Current Repairs L5 0 Sale Proceeds £27013 6 s 14 6
Law Charges 50 0 0 e
inti Motor Car at cost 5000 0 O
Printing 205 4 0 Less—Depreciation to dato 490 0 0 100 0 0
Motor Car Expenses 24 9 0
Sundries 85 5 0 Debts duc to Chamber (unsecured)—
. 4673012 3
Provision for Taxation ———— 21739 00 Qonsidered Good —Contribution, Ront and '
EES‘AdZﬂzm et of Tax under 64051 0 0 Duoxlpg uI:S:S,aI Tixchango—Contribution, Ront and Lors 12 0
section =
50511 0 0 — 61,706 8 3
—_———— 13540 0 0 —_—
Carried over Rs, .., ca908 1L 8 Carried overRe. i e 550312 1 4
— 139,658 14
- .
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CALCUTTA B
CORET ' a)
SECRETARIAL DEPARTMENT) | ¥
Incorporated as a Company under secction 26 of the Indian Companies Act 1882, : 3
7 i
BALANCE SHEET as . at 31st December 1946, - i
Rs. As.P.  Rs. AsP, | Rs. As.P.  Rs. As P,
: 0
Brought Forward Rs. ... 6,39,658 11 8 E Brought Forward Rs. ... 550,312 1 4
Other Finance— ; Advancos— 20,168 11 9 i S
4
Deposits for Arbitration cases - 156627 10 0 Investments in Govermment Seourities at Market i
stments
Bengal Food Relief Fund 826 0 0 laation
- 3Y, b - e 'y
Income Tax Deductions afc Staff - 12179 0 Rs. 63,800/- 3% Loan 1963/65 ® Rs. 103/6/-% 65,746 8 0 ;
- 39 51 Rs. 103/11/-% ... 5713113 0 :
Deposit for Foodstuffs Supply e 6686 0 » 55,100)- 3% Lown 1951/54 @ Rs. 103/11}-% ' | >
- 49 1960/70 @ Rs. 115/12] % «.e 92,600 0 0 {1
Red Cross Appeal Fund e 47250 0 0 » 88,000} 4% Loun 196070 @ Rs. 115[12] % —_— 215418 5 0 i
Royal Exchange Deficit o 1L944 4 Interest Acorued on Investments 4968 7 0 1
_— 2,35508 7 6 i
Cash and other Balances~ 5 i g
Unused Stamps in band 308 14 9 : e
!
Cash with Imperial Bazk of India o 52343 0 5 0 IS
Cash with Imperial Bank of India, Bengal Floo [#
Relief Fund 826 0 0 li 5
Cash in hand e 307611011 fl S
— e 8423910 1 Gee b
i B
i i
s X
. é
g
b
. 2
i
____,_“KRS smler 8 Toran Bs. 815167 3 2 |
o e |
[
o
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 1 COMMEROCE, CALCUTTA,
(SECRETARIAL DEPARTMENT)

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the

year ended 31st December, 1946,

7

EXPENDITURE. Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P E INCOME, Rs. As. P, Rs, As, P
To Establishment 510398 7 0 By Membors’ Subsoriptions L14200 0 0
» Municipal Taxes . . 1,751 6 0 ., Monthly ibuti from tho Associations re-
Curront Repnizs 1459 3 0 coguised by the Chamber ... 4,54,106 15 0
» Blsorio Tuns Lights, Lits, and Pumps inoluding { - de. Lioonsod Mengurors Dops. ... 30000 0 0
cost of ourrent and upkeep 16856 7 0 ] " . do. Royal Exchange 6,000 0 0
Less—Reccived for the use of Lights & Fans ... 3,514 4 0 532 3 0 N do. Indian V'ea Market Expansion
—_— 13,3 Board 30,000 0 0
» Dopriciation on Buildings ) 15054 2 8 " do. Indian Tea Licensing Com-
" do. on Standard Woeights, Measures and E mitteo " 30000 00
Test appliances 4610 1 : " do. Caleutta Liners Conference ... 18,000 0 0
w  do.  on Air Conditioning Plont 281312 0 T ek e
w  do.  on Furnibure & Fittings w1403 9 0 w Arbitration Feos %508 00
. do.  on Motor Car 156610 § ., Foos for Oertificates of Origin 10,136 0 0
————— 2068412 5 ., Feds for Striko Cortificates 30 0 0
» Fire Insuranco 1,850 0 0 ,» Interest on Investments and other sources 6,768 8 0
o Contribution to Provident Fund 3,537 5 0 . Profit on salo of Royal Exchange Restaurant
» Printing Reports 865 15 0 Equipment 4170 0 0
» Printing, General 5 4 3 ., Rent of No. 2 Clive Streot—
Less—Sundry Receipts 360 7 0 b Royal Exohange =0 o 0
I 7,166 13 3 Licensod Mensurors Department e 1L,100 0 0
» Charges Genoral 11,458 14 0 Blacker & Co. 3,000 0 0
w Potty Ch . ; iati
etty Charges 12,656 8 0 ,» Indian Jute Mills Assooiation—
» Stamps : i i 3
2,034 30 Afo. Priority Assistance Advisory Panol 3000/
» Telegram
& o - 1,225 5 6 Afc. Cool Dump 900/~ -
»» Book-Bindi
ng 204 10 Afe. Requisitioned Dopartment 1800)-
, Govt, Gazottos eto.
' s oto 177 8 0 Afo. Industrial Pool 1800/
»» Audit Foe wol
4800 0 o ! ————— 33,600 0 0
: , do. ro:IncomeT E
¥ ‘ax Assessment 1946.47 150 0 0 » Profit on revaluation of Invostments 5696 0 0
—_—— 4,950 0 0 .
» Stationery
4,508 14 0
...Carried over Rupees . o049 1 2 Carried over Rupees . 779214 4 6
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BENGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERGCE, CALCUTTA.
(SEORETARIAL DEPARTMENT),
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the yoar ended 31st Décember 1946,
EXPENDITURE~(Contd.) Rs. As. P.  Rs. Ac P, INGOME - (Contd.) Bs. As. P, Rs. Ae. P.
Brought forward 649,498 1.3 Brought forward 24 4 6
To Telephone Charges v e 2264 13 0,
w Publications 1,580 13 0
» Commercial Education Prizes 225 0 0
» Medical Attendance ‘ . 875 0 0
» Sundry Subscriptions .-
() Associated Chambers of Commerce of India ... 1,200 0 0
(b) Indian Standards Institution . 250 0 0
(¢) Indian Institute of Art in Industry . 250 0 0
(d) Tast Indin Clinic Ltd, (Hospital Sehema) .., 3,200 0 0
_ 4,900 0 0
» Togal Charges 38 0 0
» Provision for Taxation 33,961 2 0
»» Foodstufis Subsidies . 6,049 15 0
» Passages 22,402. 7 8
» Prices Current . 365 6 6
n Motor Car Expenses . 2,718 7 0
» Motor Car Insurance 249 5 0
» Tax under Bengal Financo Aot 1939 for 194647 ... 3 00
» Surplus for the year carried to Capital Aocount ... 53,655 14 2
ToraL Rs, ot 16 foras fis. n2ld 4 ¢
AUDITORS REPORT TO MEMBERS, T & %_%%%%MLL ]
oygat LT Gommrca S St 0 G Bt o i o T P Puopdiin | Nenen of e
and Income and Expenditure Account for the year ondod on *hat date, We | H. D. CUMBERBATCH, A.T.ORR DEAS |
s Bl B oy ST W b e o ot cpbis Vi President. L8Rt )
of thio state of tho Dopartmon ¥ tue and corroct view

ts" affairs accands
and tho explanations given to us and ng g LUNE t0 the bost

oWn by tho books of tho Deparment.
The Balance Sheet and the Incomo and Expe dit inol
Accounts of Licensed Measures’ Department ngr%f‘t;:;%ﬁgssmésdgoz?itm]-x‘.ldmB fhe

LOVELOCK & LEWES,
hartered  Accountants,
Registered Accaunianls,

- CALCUTTA,

The February 1947, } Auditors,

D.C. FAIRBAIRN,
Secretary.
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SUNDRY REFERENCES

Air Port for Caloutta. . .
Ajr Trave! in India for Civilians.
Annual Revision of the Import Tariff Schedule.

Act: Agricultural Produce Cess, 1945 : Proposed Changes in Tariff
Classification.

“ Bombay Industrial Disputes: Amendment of the (Bombay
Industrial Relation Bill).

" Caleutta Improvement, 1911 : Amendment.

" Indian Factories, 1934—Amendment Bill: Reduction of
Working Hours,

" Madras City Municipal : Tax on Companies.
»  The Pharmacy 1945.
Bill :—The Coffee Market Expansion (Amendment), 1946.
»  Indian Boilers (Amendment), 1946.
" Indian Tea Control (Amendment), 1946.
” The Insurance (Amendment), 1946.
» Insurance (Second Amendment), 1946.
» The Prevention of Corruption, 1946.
" Transfer of Property and Succession (Amendment), 1946.

Bill to amend the Indian Trade Uniong Act, 1926: Compulsory
Recognition of Trade unions.

Bretton Woods Agreement.

Brokerage on Bills of Exchange.

Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943.
Code for Regulation of Road Tra;lsport.
Despatch of “Smalls” from Docks and Jetties,
Double Taxation Relief ; Indian States,
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Disposal of Surplus Government Stores. . H
Drugs Control Order, 1945.
Export Advisory Council.
Exports to Canada.
Exports of Raw Cotton. ! T
Government of India Ports Technical Committee. "
Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinance 1943.

Hospital Benefits Scheme.

Tncome Tax Assessments: Collection of Taxes from Sources in
Burma, Malaya and other Countries in the Far East.

Income Tax : Depreciation Allowances for Plants and machinery.

Income Tax: Obsolescence Allowances on Buildings erected for
business purposes on account of Government Contracts,

Indjan Tnstitute of Art in Industry.

Industrial Housing.

Khoraki for Boat Crews Working Explosiv‘es and Dangerous Cargo.
Lay Days under Salt Charters : Discharge of Salt Steamers.
Mobile Exhibition to Iran and Middle East Countries.

Motor Traffic : Excessive Noise.

Periodical Meetings batween Heads of Railway Administration and
Representatives of Commercial Community.

Pilferage at Shalimar Goods Sheds.

Pilferage from Spirits, Wine and Liquor Consignments.
Postal Deliveries in Caleutta : Zone Symbols.

Railway Priorities for Commodities.

Registrar of Joint Ytock Companies—Return to Calcutta of tho
Office of the
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Rules: Bengal Factories Exemprion, 1946, Draft.

" Defence of India—Rule 81A 1 Illegal Strikes.

" Indian Blectricity, 1937 : Draft Amendment.
Security of Cargo in Caleutta Port.
Tariff Board Enquiry.
Termination of War (Definition) Ordinance 1946,
Terms of Payment with Supply Department, Government of India.

Visit to Caleutta of Mr, R. K. Tandon—Indian Trade Commis-
sioner Designate in Ceylon.

REPORT
ROYAL EXCHANGE.




ROYAL EXCHANGE.
CALCUTTA.

Report of the Committe for the year ended Stst December, 1946,

THE PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE,
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Gentlemen,

In accordance with the provisions of Rule 7 of the Rules of the
Royal Exchange, we have the honour to submit a report om its
working for the year ended 31st December 1946.

As a measuré of economy, we have again decided to issue the
Annual Report of the Royal Exchange this year in its present
form, with the omission of the following appendices, copies of which
however can be supplied to or inspected by any interested member
at the Royal Exchange on application to the Seoretary -—

1, List of members as on 31st December 1646,
2. Royal Exchange : Rules & Bye-Laws.

Committee.—As already announced—in Circular No. 12 RE—
the following gentlemen have been elected to form the Committee
of Management for the year 1947-48 :—

(1) The President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce

ex-~officio.
(2) The Vice-President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
ex-officio.
(3) Mr. A. Caiger-Watson (Broker) Messrs. H. D. Cart-
wright & Co.

(4) ,, L.O. Tasker (Banker), Chartered Bank of India,
Australia & China.

(5) , C.H.Heape (Stock Broker), Messrs. Place Siddons
& Gough.

6) , E. C. A, Miles (Exchange Broker) Messrs. Thos.
Seth Apcar & Co.

(7) , R.E. Birtwistle (Produce Broker) Messrs. Landale &
Morgan,
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(8) Mr, H, E. F. Taylar (Freight Broker) Messrs, Blackor ’ 1945 1946 :
& Co. Brotght Forward .. Rs. 3681l 38,181 il
(9 , R. W. Plummer (Merchant) Messrs, Plummer : !
Bros & Co. - Less— f
i
Membership.—During the year two firm members ceased Deficit transferred to Chamber ..., Rs. 11,639 Rs . 11,944
their membership : at the end of the year there were upon the s T —
3 25,172 N ,237
Exchange Register 106 firms and 6 individual members. Re 5, R% 26___

Accounts.—We submit a balance sheet and revenue account
for the year ended the 3lst December -1946 audited by Mossrs. . . We are, Gentlomen,
Lovelock & Lewes Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. Your obedient servants,
The revenue accounts again show a deficit of Ra. 11,944/- on the
year’s working. This amount has been transferred to the Bengal

) o Secretary
Ohamber of C_ommerce contribution account. .

D.C. FAIRBAIRN, H. D. TOWNEND, (President)

H. D. CUMBERBATCH,
The comparative figures of income and expenditure in 1945 and

(Vice-President)
1946 are given below :— . .
’ J. R. JACOB 1
Income—- L. O. TASKER |
1945 1946 C. H. HEAPE [
. E.C. A. MILES r Members.

Subscription ... Ra. 25172 Rs.- 26,237 R. E. BIRTWISTLE |
Entrance Fees o —_ " — H.E.F. TayLor |
— — ——— R. W. PLUMMER |

Rs. 25172 Rs. - 26,237

Fependiture— . ; Calcutta, 14th Februaay 1947.
General charges P, - »” -
Reént » 12,000 . 12,000
Contribution to Chamber " 6,000 " 6,000

_ Establishment . oy 12,626 . 13,992
Books and Newspapers - 1,418 " 1,536
Telephone subscription less re-

* ceived from members for use, ... 527 " 587
Tickets for Members " 157 " —

. Stationery » 176 " 151
Printing N LG 4
Stamps - e 23 " 29
Electric Fans, Lights and Lifts ... 3,000 » 3,000
Pefty charges . e 709 " 845
Depreciation on Furniture " - —
Restaurant Licence and Excise
Taxes " 100 » —

. Cerried over Rs. . 36,811 Rs. . 38,81
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ROYAL EXCHANGE
B NCE
ALANCE SHEET as at 81st December 1946. -
LIABILITIES.
- Rs. As. P. R o
SUNDRY CREDITORS S As. P, . ASSETS. . Rs. As.P.  Rs ds. 2.
Sundries OUTSTANDINGS
CONTRIBUTION AND RENT | 3,018 5 0 ' Subscriptions 1,200 0 0
Bengal Oh: BOORS AND NEWSPAPERS
Dijemg,af;};gf of Commerce from May to Subscriptions paid in advance 20515 0
PR i pai 5 2!
12,000 -0 0 -
. FURNITURE AND FITTINGS.
‘WATER COOLER
Expenses to-date e 1,090 0
Less Depreciation to-date ... e 1,08 0 0
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMEROE
CONTRIBUTION ACCOUNT
Deficit for the year 11,944 4 6
Cask - ; )
With Imperial Bank of India 1,424 0 6
In hand 64 10 1488 1 6
[
Torsu ..~ 15018 5 0 SR o S -
E - - Torar - - 15018 5 0
‘Xamined and found o S AN S S UL — i
. Sd/- LOVELOCK & 3 ———— ——
Caleutta, 12th February, 1047, Chartomsy LS Sd-D.C,FAIRBAIRN ~ © 84/- H. D, TOWNEND,
Registered Accountants. cie s mveas Secretaryy . st --President..




v
( 110 ) (111 )
ROYAL EXCHANGE
REVENUE 4CCOUNT for the-year ended 81st December 1946.
EXPENDITURE. Rs. As.P.  .Rs. As. P INCOME. Rs. As. P, Ra As. P
To an:‘x;lxulgczontribution to the Bengal Ohamber of 6600 0 o By Subscriptions 26,237 0 0
Books and Nowspapers - : 158512 ¢ . Bengal Chamber of Commerce Contribution afe. ... 1,944 4 6
" a) " " ” .
.» Establishment 13,991 15 0
» Eleotrio Light, Fans & Lift 3,000 0 0
»» Petty Oharges ’ 844 10 0
» Printing 410
. Rent ) 12,000 ¢ 0
1» Stationery o . - 151 5 0
» Stamps ) - 29 0 0
» Telephone ” - . - 942 9 0 .
Less recoverd from members .
for uso 355 0 0 587 9 0
TOTAL .. 38181 4 6 TOTAT .. 38181 4 6
Examined and found corract, . - . -
RSP Sdj- LOVELOCK & LEWES RN, 8d/- H. D. TOWNEND,
o AT Chavioiod i 8dj- D. C, FAIRBAIRN, President,
Calcutta; 12th February, 1947, Registare d"’ﬂ;‘o;‘” tomts, Secretary,
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