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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Com~ 
mctce was held at the Royal Exchange, ~. Clive Street, Calcutta, on 
Friday, the 25th February, 1944, at 3 o'clock p.m. The Hon'ble Mr. 
J. H. Burder occupied the chair. 

The following were present-

MR. E. A. LANGHA~f 

,, I. A. CLARK 
Jl A. \VRIGH1' 

II B. 'MATHEWS 

... The Aluminium Manf. Co., Ld. 

::: JMessrs. Andersmz, Wright & Co. 

Ballm·&ie, Thompson & 
Mat./ hews. 

" VY. A.M. WALKER, O.B.E., 
:M.I.,.A. 

Barry & Co. 

H~ G. G. MACKAY Begg, Dttnlop & Co., Ld. 

SIR GEORGE MoRTON, o.B.E •.• 
J.LC. 

MR. A. S. OFFICER 
, , D, TEASDAI,E 

,, J. P. COMBE 

, , n·. 1. MciNTosH 

,, T. GODLEY 

" A. c. \VATKlNS 

11 VI/. TASKER 

,, J. DAWSON 

G. M. GARRIE 
w. M. WHYTE 

A. McLAREN 

Bird & Co. and F. Till. 
I-feilgers & Co. 

The British Insulated Cables, Ld. 

The Caloutta T1·amways Co., Ld. 

... ~The Chafte1·ed Ba11k of IndiaJ. 

... 5 Austral-ia & China. 

~ M.essfs. Co:.: & K-ings (Agents). 
Ld .. 

... J Thomas Duff & Co., Ld. 

Duncan Brothers, & Co., 
Ld. 
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JliiR. L. SQ11TRI<: 

F. C. 
R. L. 

T. S. Gr,AnsTOXE 

,, J. LETSK 

H. A. LUKE 

, 1-<'. C. RomNSON 

:r. H. BRADSH:\'W 

J. A. E. EVMIS 

H. E. MURlEL 

Sm HARRY BuRN 

MR. J. B. HARPER 

E. E. CORSTORPHINE 

, J. \V. Rous'l'ON 

,, G. J. GARDNER 

E. H. GROVE 

M. H. BR00111 

G. C. H. Kr.xr 

R. B. 8TE"WAR1' 

R. E. BIRTWISTLE 

A. H. C. ROST!WN 

R. SPEl:\CE 
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Mrss1·s. A. TF. T\ggis C"" Co. 

::: J James Finla;.} &- Co , Li. 

Gillande1·s, A rbu!Jnwt 
Co. 

&Co. 

Guesl, Keen, TVilliums 
Ld. 

W. Haworth 6 Co. 

A. & S. 1-lcury & Co., Ld. 

Hoare, Mil/c?1' & Co., Ld. 

Hnnglwng & Shrmglwi 
Banbng Corp~1., Ld. 

Imperial C::lremicar 
Industn'es. (India), Ld. 

Ivan Jones, Ld. 

Jm·dinc, Shinner (""' Co. 

Jessop C:;- Co., Ld. 

Kettlewell, Bullen & 

Co., L.d. 

D. f. Ktymer Co., Ld. 

Kilburn & Cn. 

Landalc 6 Cla-rk, Ld. 

Messrs. Landale &' Mm-gan. 

'J'l1e Latex Treatments, Ld. 

L1''ucrpool c~ London 
& 'Globe Ins. Co., Ld. 

Messrs. Lloyds Banh, Ld. 
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MR. D. MI1'CHELT, 
J. ORR 

... (Messrs., Lm;cloc/;: & Lewes. 
... ) 

EENWICK H.\nDOW 

A. ORR DEAS 
. .. 1 Macbm10n Macl~im~~e Co. 

5 
\V. L. 'GORDO X 

H. SHEDDEN 

A. H. SYHE 

R. B. LAGDEN, O.ll.E '?ILC. 

" J. R. \VAT,KER 

A. PowLES 

H. N. BETTS 
R. C. CooPER 

H. RowAN HoDGE, :r.t.L.A. 

R. HAYWOOD 

W. J. YouNm 

G. Eu'I'HYMOPULO 

RAI SIR BuDRIDAS GoExKA 
BAHADUR 

MR. J. HoRNBLOWER 

C. R. HA'I'I'"IELD 

\V. J. B. \VALKER 

SIR Jonx TAIT 

:rvlR. G. \V. Tvso"K, c.I.I~. 

, M. Fu~.MING 

jiiawcil/ & Co. 

A.M. Mair & Co. 

McLeod & Co., L.d. 

The J\1ercanlile Ban h. of India Ld. 

JMcss1·s .. Morgun, Wallwr & Co. 

Orr, Dignam & Co. 

Pigott, Chapman & 

Price, l.:Vaterhpt::t· C<T Co. 

Ralli Bros., Ld. 

RamdHtt Ranikissen~ 
r!ass. 

Saxby & Farmer (btdia) 
Ld. 

Shaw, lVallace & Co. 

The Statesman, Ld. 

Messrs. Sled Brof.hcrs & Co., 
L.d. 

w. ]-!. Tan:;c!t & Co., 
" (Capital) 

W. I. Wall>cr 6' ""Co .. 
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By im}i/a/ion 

Mi11istcr, Cw,)t. of Bengal, 

MR. A. DE 'c. \VILLIAHS Chief Secretary, Co'i)l. of Bmgal. 

Nh. R. L. \VALKER, c.I.E., Secy., Cot)/. of Bengal, Finance 
r.c.s Dej;t, 

THE Hox'BLE MR. JusTICE Regional Food 
BRAUND 

MR. \V. C. G. BRODIE Dy. ReJ). Minisf.ry of Hlar 
Transf)ort .. 

, A. J. Eu.:.n:.'s Conf1·oUer of Supplies (Bengal 
Circle). 

su~ TI-IO:'IfAS AIXSCOUGH, C.B.E. I-I. M. Senior Trade Commis5ionc1'. 

MR. K. S. PATTox American Cons.ul 

J. K. MT'rTRR Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce 

, M. L. SHAH Indian Chamber of Commerce . 

M. L. KI-H::'IIT<A Marwari Chamber of Commerce 

KHAX J3MIADUR G.A. DossANT, President, Muslim Chan~bcr of 
Commerce 

MR. A. }M.JL Secretary, MHslim 

The 11otiee conyening the meeting l1aving been taken Gs read, 
the Preside11t addressed those present as follows :-

Gentlemen, 

In the first place I extend on behalf of the Chamber a very 
cordial welcome to the guesls who ha\·e given np some of their 
ya]nable lime by accepting the invitation to be present at our 
meeting lo-dcty. It is fitting alsq that I should take thi.:; 

of expressing the satisfaction felt by this Chamber at ::;ppoint­
ment, us Governor of Bengal, of so eminent a statesman us the Right 
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Hon'blc Richard Casey. To him we extend a \\·ann welcome to the 

Province and an assurance of onr loyal support in the onerous la::;ks 
which lie ahead of him. 

Gentlemen, the accounts of the Chamlx~r of r943 wc·re i.~sued 
to you a fortnight ago. They re\·c~tl <I satisL.dory J)Osition, on the 
whole, so far us the Licensed I\1easnrers Department of the Ch<lmber 
is concerned-a small snrplus of ·Rs. 2i,iOO odd which kts been 
transferred to the Department's Resern; Account. The resnlts in 
the case of the Secretarial Department haye been a deilcit of 

Rs. Jj,200 plus tl1e loss of Rs. 9,500 on the Royal Exchange which 
the Chamber lws had to make good. The lola] deficit the1·e£ore: 
amounts to nearly Rs. 4j,ooo reduced to Rs. 24,000 if depreciation 
is deducted. 

You will recollect that wlH:>n we a snrch<lrgc. of 
33!1% on Chnmber membership 
conh·ibutions last year, we thought tlwt the income would 
cover the expenditnre. But for a substantially increased linbility lo 
income-tax~which, though legally due, seems to me unjustified in 
the case of a non-profit making organisation-·- ancl lhe large expendi­
ture which the Chamber in common with other employers has had to 
face on the subsidised sale of foodstuffs to employees, this deficit 
would have become the small surplns wl1ich we anticipated a year ago. 

Your Committee haYe considered the position and do not pro­
pose to make any change in the n1te of membership subscriptions­
which in any case form only a small part of our income, nor in the_ 
general level of contributions for secretarial work payable by the 
recognised Associations. There are, however, one o1· two of the 

special projects for which the Chamber is responsible which 1wvc been 
undercharged in the past and wl1ich we propose to ask to pay more. 

One of these is the Foodstuffs Scheme. In-tllis way, though it is 
difJ]cult to estimate with any accmacy, 
babnce the Sccretnrinl Department budget 

Committee hope to 

1 944· 
1'he Report of the Committee for t1H: past year! which is in 

your hands! will giye yon a compre1Jcnsi,·e picture of the ~~·ide rang~ 
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c:f the snbjec~s which han: come before yonr CommiHcc dming the 
j.

i\!1·,··· 

past year. Sotne of these snbjects are of Im·-reaching importance 
and have necessitated considerable correspondence, negotiations 

~ and discussions both here lmd in Delhi. I do not propose to t~ke up 
:j yonr ti1-i1e with a general re\·icw of these questions. Hnt I feel that 

·.li the time has come to pnt on record a 1mmber of specifll activities 
1 of the Chamber and its affiliated for which the Chambc1· 

II 
II 

'! 

pro\·ides the executive staff. ftctivitics to \\'hich I refer may 
reaRonabi-v be described as "\Var \York" and arc in nclclition to tl1e 

o'f all 

. of the Departments, "·hich h<\ve also incrc~1sed out 

as a result of the. \VaL 

'[ Dnri11 g the first ye<trs 'or tl1c war the Ckmber \Y8S, i11 
addition to its normal ,,·ork, largely concerned with the mobilisation 
and organisation of rc~onrces for wnr. Through· direct membership 
and through onr ~ts"ociated interests, thi.c; Chmnber coyers tb~ 
nlrijorit:v· of Enropea11 11011-officid subjects em1Jloyed in E::tstern 
India ·and we therefore became immediately concerned \\'itlt Lhc 

anangements fo1· the r'ecruitment of European man-power both 
f~~- the services a11d for the organisation of industry for war 

pr~dnction:.) 

co~~~- first tasl~, the preliminary Oyerhanl of pCrS01111el by the 
Industrial Assoc_iations, enormously lightened tl1e work of t1Je 
National Service Advisory Committee, <md the recommendations 
~nade- bv·_ industry on the question of l1te retention or release of 
'teclmica1 personnel were of the greatest assistance in the adminis­

tration of their difficult work. 

This '''as the beginni11g; but before the end of 1940 \re soon 
fonnd ourseh·es invoh·ed in arrangements for llH.: control mid -

pnr-~h<~sC of tea for the'British GoYemment, the mobilisatio11 of'_tl!c 
Yital engineering works and lhc _i11te inch1st1·y for the purposes of 
\Yar orders, ;md fin::t11y the 1mtkrtaking of nmnitions 
civil workshop~~ Under the guidan~e of the 
-:Waders, -the foundations of all these operations were planned an~ laid 

c 
1! 
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withln the Chamber offices nnd here they h<tye been administered 
c\·er since. That these unusual difl]cltlties :md problenis \\'ere 

solved is due 110t 011ly to the machiner~' for collectin~ action ,,·hich 
alread_'i' existed, or \\':l.S deyised here, bnt also to the person:t] dforts 
of the Ch~:mber staA:, by that time alre:td_'i' s-eriously devlei.ed .. 

\Vith 1941 and the entry of Japan into the war :t ne\\' set of 
problems \\'as created. A.R.P. becanlf' of vitd impo1'lance and in 
the almost entire absence of qn:.tlified personnel iu this ronntr:·, n 
great pctrt of the initial \York connected \\'ilh the distribution o( 
information and advice on questions of A.l<..P. precautions, A.R.P. 
structural \\'ork and A.R.P. training h:::d to be underhtken from here 
and continued to be so administered until the deyelopment of the 
GO\'ernment mad1incry and the release of skilled personnel in 1943 

enabled this work to be handed over. 

Then C<tllle the general tightening np of eonhols 0\·er pro­
duction, and the necessity for rigid control 0\·er imports cmsed 
fresh burdens to fall on the Ckimber. It proved to be COll\'t:nient 

:md nsefnl from the Government point of Yiew for many of tlw.se 
controls to be ~.dministcrcd on an indnstrial basis. The allocalion 
of licences nncler the Iron & Steel Control Order for the jute, lea, 
paint and the press hon.se industries \\'C\S c<tnicd out by tl1e Cham her 
and, at a later date, the importatio11 a11<l distribnti.on 0f m·achinery, 
spare parts, tools, stores and vih1l ra\\' materials lor Industry 'i':cre 
entrusted to this organisation. I11 due comsc, as of know. 
lhe work ,r.:;re\Y to such proportions that ."pecictl t(> be 
set up und-er our supen·ision for the purpose. 

In 1942 also, partl~, <ts a result o{ the dexelopments of the \\'ill 

in :Nlnlaya and Burma, partly a result of the increase in the l'O.st 
of liYing wl1ich then begnn lo assume .serious proportions, there 
developed difficulties in maint<tining labour morale. 1942 \\':lS a ye::tr 
of freq1tenl strikes centering around questions of de:-~mcss allu\Y:UlcC 
which thrcntencd to deyelop inlo a frenzied pursnil of prin~s _ Ly 
increasing allowances. For the solution, \\"Orked out late in 1912 
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nnd. now generally adopted in many other pca·ts of Thelia, of freezing 
dea~·ness allowances and supplying foodstuffs at fixed n1tes, the 
Chambet·'s I{1clnstrial s·~lb-c'ommiUee was responsible, i.S als'J 
in the deyelopment of which the cin.:umsid1ccs 

of 1942_ and 1943 urgently 

To that petiod also belong the beginning of two of the most 
interesting de,:elopments of ci1·ilian orgmisation which have occnnecl 
during this war. The fi.rst is that amazing 
carried out by the Indian Tea Association and 
Northern India whose estates haYe, under tl1eir 
recruited, despatched and continuonsly 
;of So,ooo ;fca: _;Garden labourers on various projects on our 
Easlern Frontier. Not only this, but the magnificent work of 
planters during the dark days of the cyacnation from Burma make 
an inspiring will nndoubtedly iind a place in the official 
records of the The ~econd de\celopment to which I refer, is 
the housing the nnorganised stevedoring labonr of the (l)'ort of 
Calcutta in svecial camps on the outskirts of the city and latterly the 
creation out o( that labour force of a steYedoring Defence of India 
Battalion. The initial credit for that effort, which is still largely 

adrninishored through the Chamber organisatio11, must 
of Stevedores Association a1Hl tbc 

was the year of shortages, and in no case was the diffi­
culty than in maintainin.t; food supplies to industrial labour. 
T \1·ill shortly gi,,e yon particnlars illnstn:ting the nwgnitnde of tLe 
Chamber Foodstuffs Scheme, probal)]y the greatest single task the 
Chamber has ever undertaken : that Scheme alone co1·ers over one 
mi111on ~f Calcutta's population. In addition yom Indiun Tea Asso­
ciation and yom· Indian Mining Associ::.rlion found it necessary to 
organise the eollecli'o11 and distribution of food to the emplu.yees 
of probably aggreguting close on a further· one 

·when it is appreciatec1 that these undertakings were 

begun in the midst of an already 
ment assistance snd with an 

9 ) 

from but credit is reflected on all 

\Food was, not however the only anxiety. The shortage 
coal gave rise to simil2r difficulties and the collective distribution 

the Indian Jute Mills Association and the 
Indian Tea lwve proved of the utmost value to t11eir 
industries and to the \VaT effort. 

In all these enterprises of importance and magnitude, 
voluntary and additional paid has been forthcoming in 
generous measure and to all who have contributed to their success 
·a sincere tribute is dne, not least to the senior Secretarial Staff of 
the Chamber, reduced by fifty-eight per cent o£ its nonn0._,strengtlJ. 
The burden lws at times become well-nigh insnpportable.J 

I 

Gentlemen, I have had occasion to press: for a greater 
realisation of our ability to he1p the Authorities in solving some of 
the diffi,cult ])roblems of the \Vith the background I have 
given you, it must be conceded my plea for closer collaboration 
is based on solid achievement and not on vagn·e optimism. 

It \vas therefore a matter of some satisfaction when the 
Bengal ChamlJer was asked to nominate a representative to serve 
on the Town Planning Committee set up by the G.O.C., Eastern 
Command. I hope that this Committee will obviate much of the 
misunde1·standing which had almost, and become 
synonymous with requisitioning. I hm·e attended the aeJIDcral!on> 
of this Com:mittee, and its Standing Quartering Board, on bekllf of 
the Chamber and I am in a position io say that there is in this 
Board a very real appreciation of our difficulties and a sincere 
desire to caus~ as little disturbance to the civil population 'as possible. 
The initial tasks 'which this Committee has set -itself are, firstly, the 
remo\'a] of unnecessmy persm~nel- 'a'nd offices from this area~sol~ 
of them llli<lY not come witJ:ilf_: tb_e jurisdiction of ~nstern Command 
and-. t9 that .eXten.t the _,subjeCt 'is mo_re comphcated; secondly, 
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reviewing exiSting accommodation to ensure its use to the fullest 

advantage; mid thirdly, e:x:ploring every possibility of building. 

At the same time the Chairman of the Quartering Committee 
has addressed exploratory letters (some of which you wi'l1 have seen) 
to a number of civil Associations, Chambers' end Committees, 
couched in language to which it will be our wish to respond with all 
the co-operation we can muster. In fact, if this is not forthcoming, 
we shall onl)r have ourselves io blame for any unnecessary 
inconvenience which we suffer. I say "mmecessary" because the 
demands upon this Area render inconvenie{Jce a certainty, wlJiclJ we 
must make up our minds to get used to in greate·r proportion tlwn 
we have hitherto experienced. Gentlemen, I think I am in­
terpreting yOur thoughts conectl)' when I say that we ar.c fully 
prep;1red to meet any inc~nvenicnce ;md any difficulty provided we 
know that it is 11ecessary. 

\Ve have also been asked to collaborate in the settlement of 
labour rates, ::1 subject which has caused i11creasing anxiety to 
Industrialists who have seen some of their best workers1 attracted 
from their normal avocations exlnvagant and apparently ;mcoM 
ordinated rates offered for military projects. A Committee 
upon which this Ch.amber is represented, has been set up by tl1e 
Military Authorities in respect of ca.s-ual daily labour in the Calcutta 
industrial area. Another such Committee has begun to function in 
the coalfie1ds and I hope we shall soon see the establishment of a 
~satisfactory working basis which will assure a sound distrilmtion of 
such labom without competitive bidding to inflationary standards. 
An extension of this process of co-ordination is to be seen in the 
recent move on the part Of the Government of India to arrange for 
:Provincial. Labour Suppl}r Committees and Labour Pools to be 
established t11roughout the country. 

Under the heading of Labour my predecessors of the la:;t two 
years have had to record um:est, desertion ·and that lack of stability 
,vhich emanates from political agitation and eConomic. considerations. 
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In the past year we ltave been comparatively free from the disruptive 
element of agitation, but economic1anxieties h::.ve been only too mnch 
in evide~1ce. That these anxieties have not resulted in disaffection, 
the credtt must go to the essential stability of the bbour force and 
in part to the employer who has in. large measure nnticipated nnd 
shouldered the burden <Jt an early stage before it was dearly felt by 
the employee. 

A year ago the manual worker had recently experienced his 
first air raids. During the past year, A.R.P. :nTangements hal'e 
been furtltcr impmvecl and the worker lws gained greater conJiclence. 
This was. evidenced by the high monde which he displayed under 
the more serious daylight attack of last December. But the fare­
sight of employers in assuring to their labour adequate dearness 
allowances and _food supplies has been, indisputably, the greatest 
influence in maintaining the general contentment which has been 
manifest during the twelve months under review. 

The establishment of suitable dearness allowances has pro\'ed 
a subject of extreme complexity and our thanks 2re due to the 
p'atience and ing'enuit3' of your Industrial Affairs Sub-Commihec 
for the agreement which was maintained. All Industries 1Jaye 
shown a sense of ·Co-operation with each other, and within their o\\"n 
ranks, without which agreement would have been impossible. I feel 
that the closer co-operation which we have lenrnt to exercise in the:::e 
years of \var will stand Industry in good stead in the years to come. 

But of an our many functions I think that the credit for the 
most outstanding service to the whole Indnstri;ll Area •Jf Greater 
Calcutta must go lo the Food Section of your Chamber. 1 confess 
that when I first undertook the Chninnanship of tl1e Foodstuff 
Section, some eighteen months ago, I knew we were launching out 
npon a difficult, complicated a11d uphill task. I also confess that 
when I asked Mr. Lagden to take it over from me last 1ifarch, I 
by then knew that I had under-estimated the diffi.cnlties and s-cope 
of the undertaking by about rooo/o. Finally, I copfess that I did 119t 

I; 
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niake this entirely clear to Mr. Lagden, though I knCI\v he would 
not haye shrunk from the task if he had realised what·hc was in for. 

There can be ito doubt that one of the most powerful factors 
in maintaining the state of co~nparalivc labour content and stability 
to which I have just referred has been the provision made by 
employers for the stipply of essential foodstuffs to their workers. 
In the great majority of cases, these supplies have been drawn from 
the Bengal Chamber Foodstuffs Scheme which W8S inaugurated in 
August l942 and received the immediate encouragement of the 
Bengal Goyernment. It is unnecessary for me at this 'stage to go 
into the circumstances in which the Scheme was started beyond 
reminding you that it was through no desire on th<; part of employers 
to enter the field of the produce merchant, bnt solely and simply to 
protect their bbom- against the exploitation which was undoubtedly 
taking place and against the interruptions in supply which w~re 
such a feature of that critical year 1942, when India was threatened 
by invasion from without and anarchy from within. 1 claim for the 
Scheme, ,vhatcver its defects, the credit of a timely measure which 
was in part responsible for obviating wl1at might easily have 
de'i'eloped into a serious situation in the Calcutta industrial areas. 

As regards the Scheme itself, few outside that hard-working 
Committee responsible for its administration, can have appreciated 

the magnitude of the undertaking :md the clifficu1lies which have 
been encountered in working it smbothly. Let lnc give you a few 
revealing particulars. Starting from comparativel:v small begin· 
nings in August 1942, the Scheme sprang into significance in 
December of that year when Calcutta had its first enemy air raids. 
The turnover that month was to the value of Rs. 20/{ lakhs w~·th 
of food, bringing the turnover for the last four months of 1942 up 
to a total of Rs. 45?-2' 1akhs. 1943 s2.w the Scheme in full swing. 
D-iwing that :year the value of the foodstuffs handled by the Scheme, 
and distributed through the Chamber depots to labour and 
dependants, hns amounted in value to nearly 7 crores of rupees or 

( '3 l 

5?4 million pound sterling. Thronglwnt that period the Scheme 
catered for the essential food ,-equiremenls of nn average of just 
under 6oo,ooo \vorkers, to which must be added dependants. A 
reasonably accurate esti'matc of the number of souls regnlarly 
c<Jtercd for by the Scheme in I9LJ3 is lhcrc:forc one million, This 
estimate is borne out by the results of the census recently undcrl<\kcn 

I
I 

by participating employers in cmmcction with lhc Go\'emmcnt ~~ 

Rationittg Scheme of \vhich the Chamber Scheme h~s now bcconJc 
an integral and, if I m'ay say so, o very important part. From now 
on employers shops through the Chamber Scheme will be catering 
oit the rationed scale for approximately T y.( million heads. 

Gentlemen, you will agree that this is an enormous under­
taking for a private organisation. And you \\·ill spp1·eciate 'the 
almost nightmare conditions under which, Juring l11e past year. tlic 
Scheme has had to be worked-conditions nncler which supplies 
have been m'ost difficult to obtain and even more difficult to move: 
conditions under which those respo11sible for the administration of 
the Scheme ]Jave been, on occasions, unable to foresee supplies for 
more thDn a few days ahead; under whicl1 have frequently had 
to face the disappointment of bulk whether their own 
pmchases or Government a'llotments·, at the last momc11t to 
materialise: and all this under chaotic market condili{lns :md the 
changing circumstances of Governm·ent control. Gentlenten, 1 
think it is not only 71HJ that owe a ,deep debt of gratitude to Mr. 
Lagden, his Food Committee, and our Sccrehry Mr. Fairbairn and 
his staff, for their services on our behalf-

~As a result of our perseverance, the Government of Bengal 

now have in the Bengcd Chamber a Agent which relieves 
the Government of administrative for more than a 
quarter of the population of the second of the Fmt ire- -th most 
important section of India's industrial prosecution the WaL 

In this position, we can no longer rely upon onr own resonrces 
and we look to Government to see that we regularly .supplied 
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with the supplies '.n: an: org~mi.sed to di~·tribute. Government -..rill 
require dl the support that t1Je Pro-..·ince can muster, including that 
of their p~litica1 opponents, in the adminiO'tration of their food policy. 

\Ye now h:n·e a phm : it may nr:t be perfect and we all kno'.\' thct, 
hmt·en:r gocd a scheme may lY-:, there is ahnys room for imprm·e­
ment. But this is no excuse for non-co-operation \rith the plan we 
haYe, and no excuse for- the per~.istent attempts to .sahob':ge 
Go\·emment's efforts. Such acti,·ities, \t·hich take the form of 

exaggerated a.spersio7IS end destructiYe criticism, encourag,;ment to 
"·ithhold .sto2ks and E:Yade controls and injudicious articles- in the 
press, amount to fifth colunm acti-..-itics <:nd the instigators knOv: 
that they are guilty of pla~·ing 1\·ith the li,·es of their countrymen. 
Surely better instinct-s can pret·ail. At the same time Got·ernment 
themse}yes must be careful to see tho. t all their actions are such as 
to ensure the confidence the>; so urgent1v need. The administra-
tion must be adequate in nu~mbers, ~ tr<1ined, adcqudely 
disciplined and adequatdy p::id. is of the first importance 
and there can be few <::.ctiyitics "·hich more tcmptatiom. to 
underpaid temporary ofticers, thzn those of the Foad'Department. 
I can thi11k of no Department in \\·hich low- wages \t·ill prot·e a more 
false and more dangerous ec011omy. 

Simil<:rly if Gow.rnment arc to counter obstruction they 
must lighten their task l~y the holder an inducement to part 
\t·ith his produce. I \\·auld stress the great, the impen.tive, 
urgenc~· of ensuring a more adeqmte supply of consumer goods. 

There is still an acute shortage of the necessities of life­
kerosene, cloth, building material, 'igricultural implements, etc. 
So long ;:s coaditions of ='cm·city and exorbitant prices prev'til in 
consumer goods, attempts lo bring down the price: ]e-..·el of essential 
foodstuffs will he frustrated. 

\Ve would also welcome gTeater cxidence that Goyernnlent 
is making a determined effort to realise, within reo· son, the consider­
able sums which are reported to be outstanding in loam to the 
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cultivators : so long as these :::re uncolleLted Gon:mment is financing 
its own downfall. 

Finally, if confidence is to be mc:intained, enforcem<:nt 
machinerv is a fundamental ne:cessity. ThtL: is nuthing so 
damagin~ to public confidence in the [dministration ;h~il the issue 
of Goyernment orders which are not .s:.rictly E:nforced. 

Gentlemen, I will not keep you much longer: in my speech 
to the Associated Chambers t\m months ago I made a particula 
reference to European British interests. As this Chamber is, hy 
its membership, predominantly Europe~n I make no apologies for 
touching on the subject again. I do so for two p:l.rticular reasons 
which, if I may put it in this way, arc for our 0\m consumption. 

Firstly, I think it necessay that ,,·e should be: clearer in our own 
minds as to what \\'e look forward to in the country to ·which we 

have deYoted the best -..·ears of our lin:s; and sc:condh·, we: should 
han: a better apprecic:t.ion of the part we han: played. in tire past. 
Our claims for the future arc: based upon, and will be judged by, 
our services in the past and our potentidities for the futur~. 

There is a regrettable ignorance among our mt·n community 
of our Indian history, both commercial and o.dministrative. \\'e 
should all be in a better position to cnrrect some of the misunder­
standing." which are too frequently deliberately fostered, if we were 
to take the trouble to study <-n unprejudiced record of ')Ur ·long 
connection with this count:r:y. I ha,·e said that we should study an 
unprejudiced record : I say this with emphasis, for. \\'C shall gain 
nothing by donning a pair of rosy spectacles and readmg an accom1t 
which fails to record onr mistakes and shortcomings as \Yc:il as our 
successes. i,Vithout a study of both sides of the account we shall 
not be able to appreciate: the background of lhese misunderstandings. 

I recentlv saw the: criticism that tl1e tn;J.jority of Europeans 

come to this co~ntry to make a living, a~d having ms~e it, r~t~rn 
to their own land and forget all ab:Jnt Indta. Subst;:nttally J tmnk 
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this is Cm-reci in resp,ect to many of the lawn-dwellers, aud there 
is no doubt tlwt we lose much sympathy by re::son of onr insular 
characte1·-as a community ""e are not good mixers, and I admit that 
J personnlly am no exception to the rule. 

I thi11k that it behoves all employers· to select thei1· young 

recruits to this country with the greatest care; and wheu they have 

arrived ont here, ''T slwnld mal~c it onr business to s('e not only 

that a deeper knowledge of tl1e langnage but also tbt 
they themselves with the life of the canntry in far greater 
~degree than heretofore. Let us not lay onr."·dves open to the 

accusation that we only take out of t11e connlry :md put nothit1g in. 
By this I do not mean the 20 or 30 years of work fgr which we 

, are paid, but \'Olnniary services for which we ;~re not pr~id : services 

'

.':[l .. l which are the evidences of goodwill and lmdcJ·standing. 

But what do we look [or, and what is the backing for that 
expectation! \Vc look for equality of treatment for all who trade 

•f 1 :l or manufacture in India : the same equality as is given in the United 

lr[·,:,

1

i.,·
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1 Kingdom. \Ve base that upon our past services and upon the credit 

balance of our record which has been built 11p over two centuries of 
the comJmmity's residence in this country. 

In public affr.irs our community has taken 8 pride in serving I Inc!ia, side by side with Jndians, in the Provincial and Central 
Legislatures-service which has frequently meant heavy sacrifices 
and ha_,. not carried with it the usual compensation of a political 
career ]e8ding to office. \Ve have td:::en our p8rt, 811d given ,1 lead 
in the promotion of schemes fm· social welfare, a lead which has all 
too frcq11ently cost us dearly a11d left 11s to compete with a large 
section of employers of labour who have not been prepared to med 
the same cost of soci:ll schemes for tlH: advf!ncemeut of their own 
people. 

. In the wo~-1~ of Commerce ancl Industry there is 110 gain-
Sflymg that Bnilsh, and Parsee, c8pital has been tl1e pioneer in 
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de,·el-oping Indian indnstrics nncl pan:'d the way lor Indian invcs:ors. 
This capital has, of course, reaped profits from the~e enierpnses, 
otherwise \\'e sl10nld not still be here, but il h; s al~o bome lhe loss 

of unsuccessful \'entnres. 

Not 5,nflicienilv is nedil gi\·en for the e;trJy enterprises 

1-inanc<.:cl bv Brilisl; L'apital. ~ot sufli.cienll:-1 is it ::tppn..'ciakcl or 

admitted tl~al others lJaye sinn:: snc ... :eecled becc.nse the 'fi.ckl had 
been cleared for them long ago, and tlle los~cs of industrial-
ism ]Jorne for them bv B1·itish e<tpilalists. losses <.rc 

j;1cvilab1e in tlJ<.: clewl~pment of a country, as cl<:~\·~loped it ha.-: 

been \\'ilh its commtmications and it~ mn-kets, ~mel those. ,dw cm_nc 
after are now benefiting 11·ithont bei11g c;dled upon to pa~· the: pncc 

of pioneering risks. 

Gentlemen, I have said th:.t misnnclcrstanclings han.:: been 

clelibentelv fostered :mel unfortunaldy this is still a daily leatnre 
of public .ntleranl'es and articles in L'erlain ,..:;eciions of lhc Pre:~s: 
our community is not the only snff.:rer bnt in Lhe more responsible 
elements of the Press, -1 readily ndmit that T lJ:ye reccn~ly 
seen a welcome tendency to dispense with exaggentt10n lo gn·e 

~onsideration to more th;m one side of :t case. I_ l10pe that others 
will follow this high example, for 1 feel thai m the hanc:.s. of _a 
responsible Press lies one of the greatest power: for ~oocl 111 t~n,s 
cotmtrv. In their lwnds lie the .~ceds of to1erabon wtthon~ wlnch 

this c~untrv, its r;:ces cmd its creeds, can never fl:mnsh. _.A 
)aramonnt- can perhaps the \\'e~c:s of ml~ler·tbon 
~rom serious growtl1 hnt is :t ,·cry drflerent tl~mg from 

L'nltivfliing· lolcrdioo \\'hich mn . ..;t come frum within, and \I'll] be Oll'~ 
of the fi 1·:--:t problems of a Nalion<tl Go\-crnment. 

Likewise there is mnch to snppml the \·iew that a ~ation,ll 
Go\·ernmcnt is clesin:hlc to e<\n~· onl an ambitions pro.~ra111111c of 
construction or t"CL'Onstruc-tion, but 1 hope lh~tt economtc dc~~lop­
ment will nol, like the Nation's· Food, he made the sport of pohtJcs. 
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-\Ve have recentl~, seen the outline of a plan for the economic 
development of India, which will snrelv receive the careful sludv it 
dcsen·es. H ml?.kes no claims to fi;.ality or exactitude. It~ is 

certainly ambitious both in its 
estimate of time for attaining its objecti\·e. But if \Ye aim 
bigh ,,-e shall get somewhere eve11 though \I"C may Jlot re.tch om· go~d. 

R~tising of the sland:~rd of living abon: the line of bare 
necessity is the ilrst objcdive and it is s<ttisfactOlT to see the 
prominent place given to agriculture in this Indian pl~-11. As I h<:ne 
said before, industrialisation cannot go forward by itself : in L~ct I 
would say -that. agricultural rehabilitation must b~ in the lead with 
industrialisation close on its heels. 

If by uncontrolled exp<msiou r•f industrial dew]opment we 
produce goods \Yhich the people cannot ,,fiord lo purchase, \':e slJ<_1ll 
w_itness_ ind_ustr:iftl failures that \Yill frighten capital, discomage the 
p10neenng mstmct and pul us kck for years. 

The :lUthors of lhc sl'11eme slre~s the neccssitv for a National 
GoYcrnment and Federal Unity in 111;1tters con~eming ;:;conomic 
de:·elopment. Fon·~reachiug reforms and programmes reqnire somc­

lhmg equally illll)ortanl. They require a stnble Go\·ernmeut ,rith a 
guaranteed tenure of office. 

In a Province such this 1 c~n st.:e little hope of sustainetl 
effort so long as parties are ranged against each other on a comuHtnal 
basis, where the commtmal rntio has taken prececknce over 

effici"enc_y and the attention of l11e Government has bee11 , perforce, 
devo.ted to countering the political moves of its opponents rather thau 
promoting the interests of the Province. 

If opposi'ng parties connot (lgrec sufficienth· to forlll a Na­
tional Government, it is ncverlheles." to be hoped that the advic(• 
aiid collaboration of such mt:n of vision as l1:;ve prod need t11is scheme 

will be forthcoming: to assist-tl1e administration of the dav, \vh<:ten:r 
it may b~. · 
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The plan, curefully and wisely, <l':oids a11v discussion on the 
exact part tlwt Gm·ernment must play in all lhi~ economic de\·elop~ 
ment. 

Government assistance, enconn1gcment. ;mel will 
certainly be required but I hope the good sense of ,,·ill 
show that a minimum of control will be State cotJtnJ] i.'l 
costlv and inevitably slows np the wheels. President of the 
Fede~·ation of Bri'tish Indnstries recently put it, "State contml docs 
nut have to pass efficiency tests : it snn·i,·es in spite of itself a11el 
at tbe e:xp'ense of the commtmity." 

Gentlemen, I h:n-e drifted into the realms of the future which 
seems so mnch closer, but not mnch dearer. \Ve, here, must not let 
onrsclyes imagine that. the end of hostilities in the \Vest -will <~fforc1 

'ns <~ny opportunity for relaxing in the Enst. On the contrary, the 
call upon us will be gre<~lcr as the tempo of the \Var in this pm t 

of the world increases. 

It is this Chambcr and its <~ffiliatcd Associations llwt must 

continue to giye the lead in 
support to the Fighting Forces. 

The PRESIDEJ:\'1' :-Is there rmy member 
like to comment on the repm-t or accounts or to 
interest lo the Chamber 7 

\YllO would 

an.;,' subject of 

As there was no response to this invihltion, the Pr<::sident then 
moyed ~md Mr. \V. A. M. \Vall.::er, c.JLE., liLT..:\., seconded the 
following resolution which m1s declared carried unanimously-

That the report be accepted and the account~ passed, 

The PRESIQEN'I :-T moye: 

That .the election by the Commitec of tl1e following firms and 
Companies be, nnd is herehy, confirmed:-
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CHAMBER: MEJ\tnERS. 

Messrs, Associated Instrumenf l\lanufacturers (Workshops) Ltd. 
Atlantis (East.) Ltd. 
Bengal Chemical & Pharmaceutical Worl;s, Ltd. 
Ditnmen En111lsious (India), Ltd. 
Henry S, ClarJ; & Co, 
Albert David, Ltd. 
F. Harlev & Co, 

Messrs. D. ,J. J<e)·mer & Co., Ltd. 
Machine Tools (India), Ud. 
Manton & Co. 
Moilers (India), Ltd. 

ASSOCIATE l\IEMBERS 

Messrs. Caltex (India), Ltd. 
French Motor Car Cu., Ltd. 

. The PT~ESTDENT :-Gentlemen, the resnlts of tl1e yoling for the 
eleclton of the Chamber Committee for lhc coming year h:wc aheadv 
been pnblished hnt, in accordance with the provisio~1s of article 42 ~f 
the Chamber's Articles, I now formally report t1Je resn1ts of t1Je 

scrutiny of the voting papers cnrried ont by lvfcssrs \V. J. Yonnie and 
D. Mitchell, to whom our thm1ks :tre dne for their services .1s 
scrntineers. The results were:-

President. 

1\-lr. K. W, 1\Iealing. 

Vice-P-resident. 

Mr. R.. H. Lagden, O.B.E., M.C. 

Members. 

The Hon'ble Mr. ,l. H. Bnrder. 
Sir Harry Burn. 

Mr. P. C. Guthrie. 
Sir George l\Iorton, O.B.E., M.C. 
Sir Renwicl[ Haddow. Mr. T, S. Gla(lStone. 

Mr. W. T. C. Parl•er. 

MR. K. \V. 1vfrtAT,TXG :-Before proposing the next resolution 
which stands in my name, 1 would like to take this opportunity of 
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expressing to you my deep t:ppreciation of the great honour von have 
conferred upon me in appointing me )'Otlr President fur th~ cmnjng 
year·. I am under no illusion as to the diffi.cullies that lie ahe::d of 
us and I can only say that, supported ; s ] slwll be bv a strong :u1il 
experienced Committee, I shall devote my best ~ndeayours to 
maintaining the prestige of the Chamber ,;nd the interests vf 

its members during the ensuing year. 

Turning now lo the resolution, I would like to explain that 

your acceptance of it will invol\'e an im're<:se of Rs. woj- per month 
in the amount payable to Messrs Loye]ock 8.: Lewes :ts Auditors to 
the Chamber. The former [ee of Rs. ;;oo/- was fixed some twenty 
years ago and since then, as you have heard from the President, the 
work of the Chnmber secretarial depa1·lment, including the finance 
and a~counts side of it, has increased considen.bly. Yonr Con1111i\ttee 
accordi1tgly recommend acceptance by tllis meetiug of the enlwnced 
fee of Rs. 400/- per month. I should also expbn that this fee docs 
not of course include provision for the increase-where any jncn:'ase 
has occurred-in the work of anclilittg the books of the ntrious 

Associations connected with tl1e Chamber. I mm·e :-

That Messrs. Lovclocl!: & Lewes he and arc hereby re-appointed 

Auditors to the Chamber at a remuneration of Ug. 400 per month. 

Mr. L. 0. Tc·sker seconded the resolntion wl1ich ,,·as then put 

to the 'meeting a11d carried 1111animously. 

Sir John Tait: Mr-. President & Gentlemen,-Tt is my 
special privilege and pleasure to a ,-ote of thanks to the 
Vice-President and Members of the Committee. 

Beng<Jl has. always Leen well sen·ed by ils Chamber Com­

mittee, and speaking as one IYho has watched the Chamber's 
activities over many years from a disbnce and recentl_v at close 

I can <1ssme you t1wt this fad has been, :·nd still is, well 

in places far dist3nt from Calcutta. 

Bnl in tJJesc recent 

the problems with 

of \Var and chan.t.dng co-nclition<;, 
the Clwmber has been con-
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fronted baye increased enormous]_\· both in volume and in 

complexity, uncl 1 can \Yell apprccic k the gre:tl sacrifice of time and 
leisure w·hich incli,·ichwl m'emlwrs of the Commi'tlcc haye had lo 

make in the perform a nee of the work of the ClH:tnh:.r. Il is not llH: 
meetings that take np their lime .so much as the cn:r mounting 

stack of files which, if nol dealt with promptly, soon ~1ssume terrify­
i11g proportions. It is,~ indeed, asking <l grc<ll deal of a bnsy m:m, 

cmd perhaps a tired man in the circumstances of today with shortage 
of staff :md other difficulties, to add this further burden to that which 
·he has to carry in the comh1ct of the affairs of his own business. 

Bnt it is to the outstanding credit of the European commerci<ll 
communit_v in all parts of India, that there have always been wil1ing 
workers in the services of the Chambers of Commerce, eager to 
fnrl.her not only the interests of their commercial affairs, but also of 
those of the people and of the country i11 which they live. 

1t....nd now, at the end of ~n exading year of office, "·e should 
1yish to offer to yon, Gentlemen of tl1e outgoing Chamber Co~nan>ittee, 
some expression of our grateful appreciation of your work 
on our behalf and our recognition of the high st;mdad of efficiency 
with which yon h:we dealt with lhe varlet~' of subjects as recorded 
in the Report for the year 1943. 

I haye great pleasure in 1110vi11g-

That a cordial ''ote of tlu;nl!s l1e acc~rded to the Gentlemen forming 

the outgoing Committee for their successful management of the affairs of the 
Chamber during the past year. 

MR. D. 1v11TCIIHLL :-Genllemen, l ha,·e gn:al pleasure in 
associating m.yself 11·ilh the remarks m;:dc by Sin John Tail and in 
seconding the resolution. 

The resolution was canicd with acd:1nwtion. 

Mr. H. Rowan Hodge, M.L.A. :-Gentlemen, T rise for 
the \'ery pleasant purpose of proposing :1 yole oF thanks to 
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retil·in,c; President. r sec lJere SC\'enil ex-Presidents 
and there mnst be others were :ilso who kn011·, f:lr beiler 
than 1 '. what <lll onerous task is iJH·oluxl when ofJice is accepted 
'.1s P1~es1deni of the Bengal l'hamhe1· of Commerce. One often hem·s 
1t smd, <mel rightly S<lid, tlwl io be elected President of t1Je Ben­
gal Clwmher of Con1men·e is the grenlc.~i hononr which Clin~ Street 
cnn L'Onfcr, ln1t it is !lOt so ofte!l remembered that it is :tlso the most 
oncrons :md 1·esponsible U:sk which c:tn be undertaken. 

The P.resident of the Bengal Ch:1mber, as- you ~111 know, is 
also the Pres1C1ent of the Associated Cluunbe1·s~ of Commerce and he 
is our represcntnti\·e in the Upper Honse of the Central Legi.c;.Jatur:c•, 
Il<lmely, the Council of Si<!te. T11 ;.ddition, he has to undertake work 
on 11llll1erous Conuniiiecs. This ·'·ear the.';e duties lwve been added 
to by the Town Planning· Committee and the Quartering Board. 
\Ve here today h:1ve listened enthralled to his report on the e110rmous 
lask undertaken over the Cho!mlJer Food StufTs. scheme. His generous 
appreciat.ion of lhc sen·ices of others in that respect is, T feel, tparily 
dne to h1s own modesty, for 1 am sure he h:td a grent share in that 
work. 

\Ve ha.\·e seen e\'idence in Mr. Bnrder's s]x·,eclles of his 
great ability for clear thinking and straight tnlking, pnrticuhtrlv in 
his. spced1 to the Associated Chmners of Commerce, when His ~Ex­
cellency, the Viceroy, wr1s om principal gnesl, and also in his speech 
loday, in which there is 1llllcb food for thought. 

In short, Gentlemen, Mr. Bni·dcr has done ns proud and I 
am snre yon will all in the nsnnl lll<lnner your W<lrm support 

to him. (Applause). 

The President :-Gentlemen, I greHlly appreciate the gene-
1'011S remarks of Mr. H.owan-Hoclg·c and lh:mk you for the way in 
\' hieh you hnve so kindly endorsed them. 

Bnt I cannot let the occnsion 
gratitude to Mr. Ivienling nne] the 

without expressing my 
Committee for thelr 
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conlitmons snpport :1nd adYicc throughout the ye:1r. Con pled with 

them in my 
been a tower of 

is onr Sccrebry, i·>'fr. F:1irb:1irn, who has 
to us ~111. Finally, there are the m:1ny 

Comm1ttees, Sub-Committees and our ,·en<·es<enb,live' 

and other public bodies to nll of 
this opportunity of com·eying onr Yery sincere thanl::s for their hard 
\York throughout tltc yem·. (!! ·ppla11sc). 

The proceedings then terminated 

D. c. F.\lRR:\TIC\ ]. H. BuRnl\R 

Secret m-y·. Presidrnt. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

REPORT OF THE COfii/IVIITTEE FOR 
THE YEAR 1948. 

The Committee of the BeJJgal Chamber of Commerce have 
now the Imnonr to SLlbmit their report for the year. 1943 to the 
members· of the Chamber. 

The following gentlemen \vere elected io the Committee at. 
the Annual General lUeeting of the Chamber held on the 26tll 
February 1943, President: The Hou'ble Mr. J. H. Burder 
(:IIessrs. Jnrdine, Skinner & Co.); Vice-President: Mr. K. 'N. 
)Iealmg C:\Iessr£., Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.); Sir Harry Bum 
Umpe1_.ial Chemical Industries (India), Ld.); Mr. T. S. Gladstone 
Orie!JSrs. Gi!landet·s, Arbuthnot & Co.); Mr. F. C. Guthrie (Messrs. 
James Finlay & Co., Ld.); Sir Henwick Haddow (Messrs. 
::\-lnckinnon. :Uiuckenzie & Co.); lHr. R B. JJngden, c.n.E., M.a. 
(Messrs. McLeod & Co., Ld.); Mr. R. Macfurlmie (Chartered 
Band of In~liu, Australia & China); Sir George Mortpn, O.•B.E., l'.I.,a. 
(Messrs. Brrd & Co.). 

The oJJ]y change which took Place during the yeur was due to 
the death of Mr. R. :Macfarlane whose place was subsequently 
filled hy l\fr. Vil. T. C'. Pad;:er {Lloytls Bank, Ld.). 

'J'he Hon'ble :Mr. R. R. Haddow (now Sir Renwick Haddow) 
The Council of State. resigned his seat us the representative 

of the Clwmber, on the Council of 
State in l\Iuy 1943. M1·. J. H. Bm·der (.Messrs. Jardine Skinner 
& Co.) was elected in his pluc.e. 

'J'he rept·eseutut.ives of the Chamber on f.he Bengal L"egislative 

Tl1o B~B~~~~~islntive :.~~:~~~~~.s.al(~~k!~~~ E~~ch~~~du~~fy 
: Corporation, T1d.); Mr. R. Haywood 

(Mess~·s. P1gott, . Chapm~.m & Co.); Mr. D. Hendry Umperinl 
Cheml~a,l Inclustnes (lndm), Ld.); Mr. M. A. F. Hirt.zel (Messnt . 
.Macneill & Co.); Mr. H. Rownn Hodge {Mess1:~. Orr, Dignam & 
Co.); Mr. J. R. Walker, F.T.T. · (Mes~rs. l\fcLeod & Co., T.Jd.); 
Mr. W. C. Vi7ordsworU1 (The Sfate81J11111 Ld.). 

The rcpl"C~ilentntives of the Tndinn Jute 1fills ·Association on 
the Bengal Le,!fislativr As;;embly m·p :-Mr. \V. A. M. Walker, 
c.n.1'.. Cl\fessr~. RmT~' & C'o.); anrl ::'Jfr. T. G. Kennedy (M&o.srs. 
Jardine, Sl...-inner & Co,). 

'· 
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The Indian Mining Association is represented on the Bengal 
Leg.islatf.ve Assembly by Mr. R. B. Whitehead (Messt.'!o~ Tumer, 
Morri~on & Co., Ld.). 

'l'he representatiVes of the Indian Tea Association are :-Mr. 
G. G. MacGregor (Mes.."i's. Davenp01·t & Co.); and Mr. C. W. 
Miles (Messrs. Sbaw, '~'allnce & Co.). 

Tli~: Ruropean EartJI in the Bengal Legislature have continued 
the practice· of issuing, during the Sessions, periodical repo1·ts 
Blll'VPying the proceedings of the Legislative As!:lembly & Council. 

The t•epl·esentntives of the Chambet• on the· Calcuttn Port 
Calcutta Port Commiilsion. Commission are :-Mr. Neil Brodie 

(Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.); 
Mr .. T. S. Gladstone (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) Sir 
Renwick. Haddow (Messi:s. :Maclinnon., Mackenzie & Qo,); Mr. 
G. C. R. Rent (Messrs .. J{i)buru & <Jo.); 1\fr. K. Vol. Me1tling 
(M-essr.<:., Andrew Yule & Co., LeU; Mr. J. Morshend (Messrs. 
Turner., Monison & Co., Ld.). 

On. t.be e:x,piry of the term of office of Mr: Neil Brodie in 
January 1944;he wns re-elected for a further period as arepresen­
tnt.h•e of the Chamber on the CulcuHa Port Commission. 

'!'he f!Jhambev repre.rentatives in the Calcutta Corporation 

Calcutta Municipal Corporation. (~~~-~r · 'l'm·!~., 2.-~:.~·ison Bi~Co~:~ 
Iud.)-;. Mr. VV. R:. Humphrey (India- Genernl1 Navigation & · 
RJy. Co1,, Ld.) ;:-Mr. J· .. H.- Methold (Messrs, J. Thomas & Co.); 
Mr. H. N. Nicholls. fMessrn. Smitli, Stnuistreet & Co., ]Jd.); Mr. 
lit W. Plummet•· (~fessr.s. Plummer Bros. & Co.); and Mr. J. N. 
Smart (Messrs. Lundale & Clark, Ld,). 

On· the· dea~h· of Mr. E. S. W. Hawnrd (Calcutta Electric 
Supply· CorporntJOn·, Ld.) in Jmmm·y 1943, M.J·, R. \'ir. Plummer 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Pe"dodical reports on ~ivic nfl'airs h:n·;- been pl·cpared as nsual 

~?su~~~.t~t:~::;~e~r~;p~~~~-:~le CorpoJ•ahon during t11e year nnd 

Mr. R. S. Pur~sell, c.t,E .. , O.B.E. (The Calcut.ta· Tl·amwnys Co., 
T..Jil.) continued to rep1·esent the 

Calcutta: Impn:l\"wnent· 'rrnut. Chamber on the Board of Trustees for 

the )'ear. lhe Improvement. of Calcutta, during 
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The ·reoresenta.tives ef ,fJte Chamber on tbe Bengal Boiler 
• Commission are :-Mr. J .. .M. Grant 

.llcnga.l Boiler Commiasicn, (Olive Jute Mills); Mil:. 1N. Gow 
(Messrs. Bum & Co., Ld.); Mr. "\IV. H. W. Urquhart, A.M.I.MEOH.E. 

(l{essr~-- Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.). 

l\fr. J. 1\f. Gmnt (Clh·e Jute i\fills) and lvil-. R. J. Oliver 

Bengal c~::~~:si!~liennccs· g~~:~:·r ~~a\t~~s ~o;:~i:~~~~~sent the 

Mr. A. B. 1\ILaUett (MeNs:t·s. M·uclcinnon, Macken_zie & Co.) lm!} 
been :recently re~nommnted 'for a 

Indinn .Coal Grnlling Board. furt.her term ~f office as the represen~ 
tative of the Chamber ® this Boaxd. 

1-.'lr. J, A. Murray (1\fcsf;rs. J"m·dine Skinner & ·Co.) continued 
The Cnic1uta Eleatric ·S~lpJlly to serve ns· the_ rreprese~ta.tive of the 

Corporation: Ommnltative Chnmber '()0 tills 'Commttt.ee tbrough-
Con\mittec. out the year. 

Mr .• T. W. Church {The C?al~ntta· Electr-ic -Su_ppJy .Corpora.tion, 
Ld.) cantinned t.o net ·nc; tl1e 

In.dinn f:~~~~~ J!~!d.' lll'Ml: ;;~~~~~ntalive of the Cbnmber on this 

~fr. F. F. M. Fergm~on (Dnnlop Rubber Co. (IndiaL Ld.) 

BenJ:~al Board of 
Communication$. 

served throughout t-he yen.r as ,the 
representative of the <Chamber 'ml the 
Board of Communications. 

Mr. J, F. Elton (Messr!l. J{ilburn & Co.) is the representative 

Q!1,1cntta Traffic -Control: 
Advioory Committee. 

of the Chamber on the Traffic Advisory 
Borrrd, on which }Je sru:ved tlu:oughout 
the year. 

Mr. C. R J. Crawfori! (Imperial Chemical Indn.,.tries Undia)~ 
Bengnl Stnte Aid to IndustriCfl TJil.l Te.presents the Chamber on 'the 

Aet, 111m: Board oT luilus- Boaril of Indust.ries. 
trie~~. 

1\fr. A. P. J3entlmll CM•el!lll'S. Bird & Co,) Tepresents the 
Chamber on tllill Board, whose term 

Dtmgnl B'E~uic;;,. Eeonomie of offi!'e haS been exteniled for a further 
year. 

Mr. ,J. K Orilish (Messrs. George Hen:lf'rson .& Co., L"d.) 

Indian Contra! Jn;e Commi!tce. C6'~e;i:::: t=gh~~~~=ryeaor~ this 



The I·epresenktf·iYes 

A. L. Lyell (Messrs. S!mw, 

:Mr. K. \V. l\Tealillg 
Bengal Ind1drin.l Sm·vcy 

Committee. 

The reprcsentrii.iYcs of 

The Auxiliary Forru Act, Hl20: 
Atlvisery Committee. 

r·,_,,,,•io l':~nminntion C<lmmittee 
for Technion] Recruits. 

Bengal & Assnm Rnih:'·ny: 
Local Advisory Comrurt!NJ. 

l\Tr. W. F. Dines 

Clmmber on this Commif,fee. 

Cnmpbcll Hospital Vi~itinlf 
Oommltl~c. 

l'vir. G. J. CntlPr 

Rnncl1i Menlnl Hospital noard. 

?I'Ir. C. Stewart 

TJiHly llfinlo's Indian Nursing 
Association. 

Association. 

l\fr.W. 

Onleul'lo Hospital Nnrscs' 
Insf.]lution. 

'J'lw Hon'blc l\Tr. ,T. 

Indian R~d Oro~s 8ociel~·. 

lndi.m Red Cross Society. 
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The OCI-i'~Rirlent., Ute I:Ton'•hle l.Ir .. J. R. !Rt~rCler (}.fessrs, Jn.rdine, 

Laa~· CAunin~ ·ll~m~riRI Fuml. ~~~u;(~~~~~~~)) ~; t~!~Qf~e;l~!'rre!l~i~; 
ConunHtcc of :Mnnngemcnt. of this Fund. 

:Mt ... T. !\lor~;lu:md (1\feR~>'l"~. 1'm:ner, MorriRon & Co., Iii.) 

'I'll11 Indinn 11fus611m. suoreedcd Mr. G. ¥. J.Jloycl .of -Mte 
snme finn as the reprcstmtnt.ivc .of the 

Chnmbcr on the B~)m·d of '.rmster's t1f the Indian :Museum in Apdl 
1043. 

~rho P1·er.-idcmt, t.IH~Ron'hl(' 'llTl'. ,J. ET. 'Rnrder Ci\lc"!:ll'~'~. Jnrdina, 
Skinner & Co.) iR tJ:1:-.offir.io Ttl·nslcc 
and .a mcm\wr of :tJ1e ~?ixecnf,j''tl 

C:ommitlt'e of the Victorin Memorinl l'Cprcscnling f.he Chn.mbcr. 

:'\fr. \\', .T. Younie (M"c~fW~. Price, '~'niNhonflc. Pen!. & Co.) 

'l'll~ ncwc~;;~~i:~:fe~O\nl\l&einl F~~{~1n~~fl', &.T. c~~::ir r~~~~S~·I'~·,.e.Tn~~= 
.rt•prer.entn!.ive~; nf 01e Ch:unhcr on thf' 

l~nm·rl nf !\[{lllflgt~mcn!. of. the In~l.if.nlc. 

i\fr F. ,V, A. ~arpcnlor (1\fpssrs. !Ail·d & Oo,) i~ Ute 
~·h~ Cnl<'nttn 'l'<'t\hnieal ~<'honl. I'C)l1'Cscnta1iw! of the Chnmher on the. 

Ute G(wcrning Boily {If ~hi" School. 

'l'hc C'hnmhr-r's 1ep1·csenhli\'e on !"hi" 'Bo:~1·CI i~ Nfr. F. '"· .!\. 
Ronrd ar AN>rcntict'~hip C'a1·pcntcr of Mcs~n~. Bird & Co. 

Trniuinl:'. 

:\h. ·w. S, C. 'J'ttlly, :o.r.1u:., .... o.A .. 11.t... {!MeAAI'S. ·Gillnnder.l'-, 
.st: ThmnnR; ·l;ohool, .•\1-lmthno\. &. Co.) is the TCpl'{'scnt:~ti,•e 

. of the Clmmhcr on the B0arcl of 
Governor.~ of St. ':Phom:u~· Srhool. 

'rhc rrcsident .t)f the Chnmh{'1'.• the Hon'hlC'. i\fr .• T. H. Rnrcler 
{"rlf!'ss1'S. ,Ttll'llinc Skinner & CoJ is nn 
r.Nllfrcitl mcmht'l' of t.ll('. "Bonrtl of 
Gnvcnwrs of this Tm•Jil-ntion. 

La Mar!inir.rn: Thnrd nr 
GnVtlnmt~. 

1\fr. \V. R. C. '.l'nll~·, "M.Il.F.., ,\.CtA., n.A. (Messrs. Gil!nndcrs, 
rndinn A=m!nn~y Rann1. ~hhnt-hnot .'r.. OoJ t,lJc nomh1ec of .thi.~ 

0lmmhC'1', ~~ lho roprC'Acn!nlh•t• nf the 
:~~~~!:~~.:~cyc~~~~;rfl nf Connne~·C'e of Tl}(lin on tJw Inclinn 
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1fr. H. M .. l\'[oli;:)S\VOI't.h (llll!lel'illl Olll'micul Industries (Indin), 

ltulinn StntiQticnl lnqtitulc. ~~~t\;?1:1:~~~~~d~~:1;1~ 11~~ ~lio1;.~l~L:~~~~~~\~~[~~ 
of J,hc Chamber on lhe Coum:il of th~ Inst-itute, on the luM.ct's 
transfer to Delhi in Murch l!l48. 

1l'lw rcprescnt~ttivcs of the ChnmbeL' 011 tim EXet'nt.ive 

Di~triol Choritnbl~ Saci~!J. ~~m~~d~~~:d~~~~~~lC(l\~~~!~~:· ~WI:;~~·~: 
Arhut.hnot. & Co.); nnd Mr. \V, Melnt.yl'e (1tc~Jsrn. Mncneill & Co.\. 

Mt•, W. Mcl'nlyt·c (l\Jes<~rs. Mueneill & Ct'l.)' nlso rep1·e:~~nts thll 
'l'hc Bm·cr"llment Warklmnse. Chn111hCI' on t.lle ConuuiUcc of 

1\-Tnnngcmcnt of thi~:~ lnst,itution . 

.i\11-. ,l, :i\lm·sht1:ttl C\h~t~!:\1':~, '.l'urnet·, .i\lonism1 & Crl., Ld.) 

EuroJr..nn C~~~J~1;~~~··•1 llelicr ft\1.~1~ei~~l~~~~~~l'i!i!;J ;:~ ~-~!~~~;I~C~~~~~::~~~~ 
ol' ~he Chnmbm· on thi~:~ Committ-ee. 

'l'he Pl'c.sidcnl., the Hon.'blt\ Mr •• J. H. Bm·tlet• (l\llcs.'lt'!! .• Tm·dine, 
Bx.S~1'Vkoes ANsoei~~.tion: Cen!ml S~c-inner t~ Co.) is tltt• r~~prcscntnt.ivc 

Conndt. ol !he Clunnher c,1:-t1n1cio on t.Ite 
Cenh•al Connl'il of t.ht• Bx-Sct·vicc::: 

As~ocintiolt, 

~fl·. W .• T. H. \'i7n]li:~r. c.,\, (The 8/.uf.t'S/111111 Ld,) is the 
'J'lre Criclr!on 'l'rn~t. l"t'JH't:'St'll{ntive of the r.h:tlllbl'r rm the 

Ct·it'hton '1'1'11~>1. 

lir. I.!l. LyntJ (1.1-essrs. Hom-e, ~-filler & Co., T_.~t1.) repre.~()llfs 
'J'bc ,Calcnt:tn &~ioty for _lht• illl' .Chnmhl'1' on tht• Geneml 

i:l~~~\~~u nf Cruelty tu Cotm!tit·hltl ~lf thCJ C't~lenttn Stldety ftlr 
the 1Tevent10il of Cl'lwlty to Auimnl.s. 

Arr. A. H. ~lalll'it C\l"C'sS1'S, :l\lnd:imron, :i'lfa<'kt'll?.ie & Co.) hns 
A<lviNm·y Pilot eonunith.!~ l'l'CCllfly h~on re-nominntctl :Is t.lw 

Jlrngnl. ' t·eprcscnl:tl·tvc of I~nropt•:m Commeretl 
<.'ounniHec ftl1' the yca1• 1944 ~n Onlm11t:1 on the Advit'-Ot'y Pilot 

Mr. A. 1'. 01'1' Dt•ns (1\l"es.t>-1'!1 . .Mnckinnon, 1\l"nckcmdc & Co.) 
Ccn!rnl A,h•iMI)' C.mnmitlec for IUR'CCl'tletl l\tJJ-. ~\·. K. G. Hogg of the 

J.ighthou~~s. snm~ firm n:~ one of the t·ept·e!lcnL1ltives 

q~nnncrce of India .on 11~! t~!~~tm(~\~f~,i'~~~~~. g!~1:11:,\~~t1:c f;~ 
Ltghlhouse.t>, 1-eprc.~-entmg li.:ul'tlpeun Commel'Ce in Beugnl, 
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:Mr. J.P. 
lk•giomtl 'l'rnn£po~t Authority. 

'J'lw report of the Roy:t.l 

The Hoynl Exclmngc, 

during the year. 
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GENERAL. 

1. Juc,Q!IIt Tax, Propcrfy-AI/owaiiCC jorrcf>airs umlcr •cdio11 D(l)(i).-UJ!I!Cr Imlia 
Chamber-

2, Incomr. Tax Appdlallc Triblrnnl.-R<!n{/al Cham/1cr-

( 11 ) 

Po.•l-lVar Twdc Pnlrcy-(11x amnidcd).-Ptmiall Chamber-

7. In{lal'ion.-Pimjab Chaml>cr-

fl. Claim• in res pte/ nf /o.</ or d"m"(!Cd ynm/s Uf!GiHst Railwau Admi»--iRI.rations.­
Tim•ga/ C/wmbcr-
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10. The Trad~ Jllar~·s' Ad., 1fl40: Rcoiproca! arrangomcnU witlr ImTian Slalct­
Madras Chamber-

The following l'esolntion wns canied 11cm con. 
11. !Jrdia'~ Food Policy.-Punja/, Glral!lbcr-

THE WAR 

WAR RISKS INSURANCE 

A. GENERAL: (J) Contimumce of War Rishs !Jlsttrnncc 

( 13 

rail' of premium un<l<>r j.he \VE!r 
onc•-hnlf rtllll!l prr complele hun~rctl 

II 
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(1,) D~PS llw sehenoc mwr onl:c mn!Priul or malcriab 1'11/R labnm nnd overllcads? 

to h~c).J.:d;~;:t~,'~~trr, hmv is th~- 1·alue In he ~ompntcrl, and nt what in!er,·nls is it 

( 15 ) 

The following explrm:ttion \\"as recciyed from GoYe1'i1ment :-
(a) 'flo~ iJJmrahlc valnc is unlimited. 

(b) In. ca<;c of finish~<l and part flnidwd a•·(iele.<. labour arHI overhr.ads am 
included. 

and 

(d) '.rhe >alue rcckuned for in8urnnre dops not juclnde any element of profit. 
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17 ) 
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(2) The Chamber also song"ht ronfinna.tion tlmt-

of requis1lioned vessels b~' the- owner does not affect the liability 
assumed by Gm-ornment for th~ ~n!ire risk (i.e . .thal it is not limited to 

(b) The liabilit:· for in~nrance by the owner of a rc'luisitioned veosel does not 
inclwle a Tessel reqni~itionccl for usc o1·erscas. 

'l'lw Commerce Department replied that :-
In) The matte! ~hould he tahn np with lhR Departments concer)led hy 

interested parties. 

(b) The lialJility for in~nrnne~. ends when the ves~el leaves Jndinn waters. 

Further discns.f.ion elicitell the follmving informat.ion-

(1) The date for insurance umla Section 3(2) or the Ordinnnce had been fi:s:ed 
as {he 30th Sept~mber ]114.3. ' 

War Injuries (Compensation Insurance) Act, 
1943.-lt will be recalled from the HJ4'2 Report of the Chamber 
that reference mlldc to anticipation that Government would 

of insnrance whereby the relief 
194'2. wonld 'be brought 

Compensation'' relief. 



(b) A. R. P. in tll(' 
of tl1e HH-h JannmT 
the GowTnment of 

( 20 ) 

C'irenlnr Xn. 0-1\H:1 
papers l'N'eind frPlll 

of fire-fighting nrrnn~e-

21 ) 

(1) Are the premises ynu oecnpy JWllllH'tl (a\ hy tlny rmd 

(h\ hy nig-ht. b~· fire-fighting s(jllads.? 

1 ' 
' 

I 

I 
\ 
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all.cmpt should therefore he made to fix un ahsoln!c upper linoit to Lhe level ot 
cufth t.learnes~ nllownlll1CH paid which shonl!l no1 be _eJ.:rr·L'<le(l. 

as tmdet :-

lJHli<\11 J.l:ngineering As~uei:1t,io11 Hs. H/- per l1ead p. m, 

Culculta J-:ly<lraulic l'ress Association , 6/-

]ndi~u' Jnte Mills Associat-ion , 5/-

, I 
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f,y t~em ~~~ syalc.m of tnuvi<ling foo!l at t:untrollcd rates which ia jud:ilicd by 
cxpen_cncc In mcolmg rent ncctla labour witl10ut inflntion of llricca atnb!!ising COil~ 
of linng to lnhour nml maintaining production. 

rJ'he Rnilwri.y Board, in acknowletlging the Chamber's telegram, 
stated thn.t Government were in full nrrrcement with the princfple 
£·1Rbilising tl1e cost -of living for indusi;inl workers and that efforts 
to t_bat end, so far us the Railwi1ys were concerned, had resulted 
in_ the ~s!ablishmenL · of gruin shops throughout the· country. 
DlfDcultles m the supply of _foodgrnins in adequate quantities had 
h~wevCl·, militated against fhe effeoLivene.r;r; of the organisation: 
Smce .Tunc Ul42, when the dearness allowance for railway servants 
wus. lv..~t rcvifle<l, price::! hac1 risen. conflidembly, especially since the 
begmnmg of the current year. The apprehension of labour tl'Ouble 
in certain pal'til of the country, detrimental lo food distribution and 
war activitie<>, made it necessary to inc:rense cash benefits, tmless · 
the scale of the necessnrie.£, of life at concessional rates could be 
achieved on such a scale as to render snch action unnecessary, This 
had not .proved possible, aml it was therefore nec~ary to accord 
.some l'elief in cash in the hope tlmt the extended an(] lnore ample 
supply of food to the men would olndllte any ftn·thcl' increase beyonc1 
that now being given. 

It was hopei!, the Railway Ronrd snici, that f,he Clmmber 
woulcl apprccin~te 1hc inevitability of the ndion which had been 
tnken and cmplmsised that there wns no <liffe1·cncc of opinion as to 
the object which Government had in view. · 

_In concl.n11ion the Railway Board nskccl to be supplied with 
details of the deamess allowance nn<l any o1.lwr war allowance or 
.bonns now being p.aid to .workers by industries nniler the aegis of 
the Chamber, together w1th n note on the nctual compensation in 
kind being given by' the cmployc1's, inclicnting the price level to 
the wo.rk~rs nt which .t~Jey were cwlc:wom·ing to sfnhilise each of 
the. prmmpnl commodJtJC.", lhc qnnntily of each commodity made 
av~ulable per worker, nnd ot,hcr l'lllevant details. · 

r 
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T~a Railway Boaril thanked the Chamber for this comprehensive 
J'eview of the position regarding deru·ness allowance, but pointed 
out that the necessity to base the allowance on an allMindia scheme 
nnil the peculiar position of the Railway CompaD!es visMa..vis the 
war effort made it difficult to keep then· methods in line with local 
interests. On l'ailways, apart from workshop employees, overtime 
earnings arc n{)gligible, and basic wages have not been increased 
since war began. In these circumstances industrial wages plus 
uliowam:es m cash und kiud umy be comparable to the same 
allowance iu cash and kind enjoyed by Railway servants. The 
Chamber's views, however, would be borne in mind when matters 
of grain ·.1:11!ops wore under consideration. 

'rhi<t. letter was rcfel'l'ed to by the Indian Engineering 
Association in June who considered tho,t despite the explanations 
given by the Railway Board the position continued unsatisfactory 
and suggc.~:~tcd that the coMoperation of rep1·esentatives of the 
Hallways nnd the Ordnance factorie.~:~ on the Industrial Afl'airs Sub. 
Committee during the consideration of dearness allowances might 
p1·ove advJtntugeous. 

This viewpoint was upheld by the Industrial Affair., SubM 
Committ.eC' which resulled in the nomination of Sir Robert Mnn·iot 
and either Major '11, F. Bmwick (Add!. D. G. Armaments 
Producliou) or Brigadier M. A. Cox, D. D. G. (Armaments 
Pt-oduction) to serve in this capacity. 

REQUJSI'l'IONJNO :--

(a) GcnerCil.-During .the year lhe Chamber had again 
constan!.ly under review the elTecls of the requisitioning of 
various forms of l'ivilinn moveable nnd immoveable property by 
~nilitary authorities.. In. thU. ~atter the Committee were kept fully 
mlormed of unofficml d1scussmns between 'the European Group in 
the Central Legislature and representatives of the Government 
Department.; eoncemed, fl'Om wl1icl1 it wns noted that assurances 
bad been given that everything possible would be done to minimise 

'11H! ~:iilwny Bo:ml'A enqnh·iCI; were answered in a As regards requisitioning in the Calcutta area, enquirie.e were 
·.' ~~', compreh~nsJve rmrv.ey and fi~m·es werr> qnntl'!d in Rnppor~ of tl1e made from the Government of Bengal as to whether it would be ~h~1mher fl contc.ntlOn ·~hat Jt would he ve1y neceRRmy for the possible to have nonMo:fficinl repreRBnta'tion on the Requisitioning 

the inevitable inconvenience cansed to civilians. 

111
• way ~ont'cl to exermse the greatest possible cnt·c in devel6ping Boanl sel, 11p hy them, Gov('rnmcnt indicated in reply that it 

I.&- l1JCn' pol.Jcy of the sale of fltlbsiclised fooclHlnfT>! so ns to ensure wou!U 1be ilifficnlt to sclef'f, any ptu'ticnlnr person to represent the 
~;· fiJ•stly, iluH. the extent of 'tile flnb~,idy :ul<lefl lo t.lle CnAh allowance~ nonMofficinl viewpoint in nil cnf!CP< bnt thn.t it hnd been decided that 

.'l!~~···~·~~~~~~-~:,:?;s~ho~u~ld~8noStc~b~eK,n911o:jwji~illtojj''"j"llfuiJ'IIhel''llonll,lfl'r .. pa•r•ity .. w•i•th .. tl•'e~~~~-~h.e•O•h•ni•n••la•n•o•f•th•e•B•o•n>•u•m••ig•l'''•"•'•h•is•<•liR•m•••tio•n•'i~o~vi~te~s~ueitnmb~~~~--·----cnn"Cflponihng mclnsf.rlal n~low~nce::; in H1is 11ren, nnil, seconilly, 'thnt non-official represenlatives to tnke part in the discussions of the 
there sh~nld he no ml!'rkecl d!Rpa.rity between the wceklv amounts Board. Ri]J(~c then it is understood t.hat n. non-official member hn.s ~! ~~~-gtven by the rmlways anrl those whicl1 inclur.try i::;. permittecl actnally been appointed to !.he Board. 

", C::C:" ',''":~''''' 

.. 
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J. ( 27 
Reference is made below fo Yarious nspecl& of 1·equisitio1Jing. 
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General's Depa.rtmcnt and press for u.n irnmelliat.e 
come to regarding all outstanding mntt.ers in 1-hP 
requisitioning of vessels. 

As tho Chamber Committee were nwnre Tnlnml 
Steamer Companies negotiating with the 
points, they refciTed mn.tt.er to them 
informat,ion as t.o what hnd been reacherl their Iwgotiatiom. 
They informed final settlement of the nttes for hire 
to be by the Government of India for requisitioned wssf'ls lnHl 
been purposely delayed, wit.h their tacit agreement., until .~.neh timr' 
as an acceptable agreement. was re>achcfl as t.o the bnsiR ·whicl1 wonlrl 
apply to deep-sea steamers and inlanfl crnft requisitioned for me 
overseas. The Inland Sterrmer Companies consi<lcretl Jha.( ll1is 
procedure would be likely to he ll.(hnntngeous in the lnnq nm nnrl 
were in the meantime nccepting provi·.ionnl mtes- of hirr a~ 
follows:-

(o) 

(b) 

co~i. 

wn~ pa~serl on to t.hC" Rmopean ?11'ofnssil .Tuf.r. 

( w) 

I 

I 
l"i 

~~ 
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Import Trade Control: Licences.-·R<>fcrenee was maGe 
in the 1942 Report to the Ui~cu,.;siun on f.he a bon;! subject at t.he 
mcet.ing of the Associated Charnhcr::: of Commerce in December 
1942. One of the ma.in contention~. made il1 tbc 
to the need for responsible offieel's of 
vdtb autlwritv to issne licences and decide 
importers at ihese centr·es. 

-~-..;...-(-31 -) --..-:;,,1 
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Controller of Stationery & Print.ing which specified that the total 
quantity of paper allotted to persons other than Government would 
be '.increased to 00% oi the total quo.nti~y nmuufa.ct.ul·ed. 

(b) Returns under 6{?ctiun 32(3) of llw Jnd.ian Compa11iet~ 
Act.-'l'he Chamber was approached in J\Iarch by t.he Government 

Bengal for tl1eir yiews suggesi.ion that, in view of the 
of the of members ll.Ud summary required 

Companies Act io be submitted 
disconLinued or, alternatively, that ouly 
made since the last return be submitted. 

A reply was given to the while the Chamber would, 
'Je~uuse of the paper shorlage pressme of work, prefer the 
temporary discontinuance <2f the statements in question, it felt that 
in the intere!i.ts of providing information for the investjng public 
the alternatiYe of haYing only part1culars of the additions and 
amendments submitted should be adopted. 

--·----
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the indemnity bond woulrl be examined and decided 

Defence of India Rule 94A: Control of capital 
issues.-On the 18th May, the following Government of Tndin. 
press communique was iRP.·ned :-

A new Defence of IndifL llulc No. today been issued nndcr section 2 
of thil Dcfen@ of Tndi" Act, 1930, 

(1) wi!lJOUt the prim· eonscnt ol Govcmmcnt 
(a) an i~~uo of capital in Btitish Inllia, 

I 

i, 
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(b) nny public officer of acrnritic~ for Snlo in D1·ilislt India, 

(c) tl1o renown! or repayment o£ nuy security maturing for pnymcn~ in Dritjsb 
In din. 

Rule 94A. as published, however, pmvides t-hat:-

Subjeat to ouch exemptions ns may be grantml by order oi the Ceulrn\ 
Government, no company, whether incorporated in llrJ\ish India or not, sluiJI, 
exeept with the consent of tho Central Government-

(a) make nn iaaue Jf ea.pitul in Blitisb India; 

{b) make in llri~ish India lillY public offer of sccuritiea for sale; 

(c) renew or postpone the date of mo:tulity 01' repayment oi any IICllllrity 
mll.luring for llnyme.u.t in British Indin. 

The question o! the correctness of the communique in so fnr 
as it related to the repayment of securitiru;, 1-ead in conjunction with 
the provision of ruie 94A of the Defence of India Rules, was refen:ed 
by the Chamber to the Office of the Examiner of Capital Issues and 
was discussed with the Finance Member during his visit to Calcutta. 
It wns pointed out tlmt the l'Ule as published did not prohibit 
companies from repaying debentures, but only prohibited companies 
irom renewing or postponing the date of repayment unless the 
consent of Government had first been obLaineU. It wns considered 
desirable to bring the apparent discrepancy to the noi.ice of 
Government in order that companies wi&Jling to repay debentures 
or other securities coukl do so without mal'ing unnecessary references 
to the Finance Department. 

The Chambel' was notified that the press communique wns 
misleading us a result of a. clerical enor which lend to the omission 
of the words "postponement of" before the words "repayment of 
any security", 

The formation of nn Advisory Committee in connection wi'th 
tbe Rule was suggested to G{)vernmcnt in July but was rejected 
on the grounds that it would lead to a serious delay in dealing with 
'the applications which were of great number nnd variety. Tb~ 
point was, however, again raised by the Associate(} Chambers in a 
circular .Jetter to constituent Chambers Up, the result of two ctu!es of 
unsatisfactory trea'tment received by an insurance and manufacturing 
company l"ef;pectiv~ly, in connection with the issue of capital, cited 
by one .of the censtttuent Chambers. It wn.s held by the Committee 
of the Chamber in question that such instances ilhlstJ•nted the neerl 
for impl'oving the machinery with regard io cnpifal issue so as t(}-

;(a) give commercial interest~ n cleal' indication of what is 
required in making applications for isRue {)f new· 
capital, ' 

(b) ex~!~ite the proccclm·e in considering snch npplicntions, 
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(c) where npplications ni·e refused, give an indic11iion of !he 
rensonf! for J·efusing g.nch applicntions so ns to enable 
't.hc Company to put in u revised ttpplication for 
consideration of Government. 

1!. wns considercrl j.lm~ the instnncef! qnoiecl nbove lent support to 
the surrrrcstion which hncl alrencly been macle for the retlting up 
of n T~'i'mnnl. on whicl1 "commercinl nml industrial inteJ'm~h; would 
he l'epresente!l, [JUd to which appeulg could be prefen·ed by 
npplicants whose reqncst.s for sanction for pnblic i.e.sne of capital 
for their concerns were rejected by the Departmental Committee, 

Tn reply lhe dlmmhe1' .~tat eel tl1nt the P:\.llCt'ience of its memberF: 
in clenlinrr with the Finance Depnrl-ment nnder Rule 94(A) hncl 
hecn ~en;rallv flntisfndm-v anfl no't !'mclJ rlJ; to necessitate the 
estnblislJment' of nn nppellatc authority m· a non-official Advisory 
Committee. 

C. I_ F. Contt·acts: War Risks Insurance.-Partieulnrs 
of tl1e pracl ;ce in r~presentative induf!trie!'l were forwm·ded to the 
GOvernmen't. of India in response to an enQuiry addmw.ed to the 
Clu1mber re~m·ding C. T. F. rontrnctfl entered into during the war. 
A doubt hncl nriRen, Government Rlnted, wl1ether st1cl1 cc10trncts 
included war risk insnrnnce as a normal course. 

The queRtion of responsibility for war riskR insurance, the 
Chamber sir.t.cd, WM essentially one ,governml by t.he terms of the · 
inclivirlnal contrnct, but since tl1e outbreak of wnr, there had been 
n very clear dE"mnl'katirm be~ween mal"ine insnl'nnce and war risks 
insm·ance. Under n C. T. F. contract tl1e fOl'mer wns definitefy 
for i.l1e ncconnt of the seller nnr'l Wfl.f', inclncled in I1is con'trnct price. 
ReAponsihililv for wnr tiskR insm·nnce was or<linarilv specificnlly 
clefined in n C. T. F. contract us nn nclditional clmrge which is either 
included in the C. T. F. quotation nnrl covm·ed hv tl1e r-:eller's profit 
or m; n ehm·ge on tl1e buyer nddit.ional to the C. I. F. price. If 
the1'6 wm-e no g.peeific nlTnng<'rncnt in the contract, a. buyer on 
C. I. F. tC'rms wonlcl be .infltifie~ in asflnming tbat war risks insnrance 
was inclnitecl in the contrnct price nncl covered, lllTangecl and paid 
for b,v tl1e s"eller. 

Fire Insurance ·Rates ~or Mills and Factori·es.-At 
the instnnce of l.he TJpncr Thelin Chamber. if:l1e A~socinted Chambers 
of Commere.~ eireulnteit for th(l vi!'ws of conF:titnPnt Clmmbers in 
Anril a r-:nagcstion thnt insm·nnce interest!l'l shnulit be approached 
for fm·thcr rPhnteR in tl1e ma1tter of fil'e inr-:11!'nnce premia in 
connection witT~ rednctions pormisRible fm· firp fio-hHng appliances 
wlJicJ1 m·e maintainer'! by vurioll!'l clns"'CF! of mills nntl fnctories, on 
the gronnds that under .orders from the Govemment of India, fire 



Censorshi:p.-In 
bken 11p wii,]J !he Crmor 
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the Cl1amhrr llfl" 
to 

11) Cemorsl1ip or flhipping r1ormmcmls 

(2) T'ermi~->Jion for i,]w llf\C of co1lcfl in Airgraphs. 
(O) in conncdion wit11 po.;;f air-raiil 

14) 

,=---~-
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Insurance claims for car.go iost through enemy 
action.~-I11 the refercm·c to thi::: matt.er mrule in !hr 1042 Report 
it wap, recorilerl that tlw difficuHies experiencerl hy t.lH:- CalcuUa 
Exehrmge Dnnh in ohtaining pnyrrH'nt of claims nncler policies 
of insnnmee in crmnr.d ion with lost M1rongh enemv ru-tion 
had been referred Calrufta Associalion' hy thr: 
Chamber'£· Hhipping n sbtemenf of opinion. 
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in the GXArcisc oi lhoir 
ou~b rights in lol't [lgniuHt 

I I 



( 40 ) 

of priority should bn 
totalnnmher ofpcrson11 

lotnl nermmnodat.ion 
oH nnofiicinl!y between tllC 
;\~~ociat:on f;ll the one hand 
ofher. No!hi11g final hns 

nnd !he Bnropenn 
n~ fn the principles 

elHl oF 
nf f.lw 
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of Go\'ernmcnt and advis.etl to forward 
to the Department of Industrice. autl 

Errte:t·tairunerlt <>! ~~roop1>: Chamber Scheme.-The 
the 19..12 Heporl has continued 
Gnrrison Chaplain, Rev. C. J. 
to detailed annngoment 6 for 

mills nnrl factories hns recently hrmded 
:\dminiF.lrat.iVl' Oommnndnrit., Leave 

C'slahlislnnents been forced to 
of of stnff. The 

of foodstuffs 
refreslm1ents 

rationing, and 
mndc in tho 

Provision and Distribution 
Foodstuffs: Rationing.-·nerl'rcnce 
kll" EH3 In the innngtnnliun of 
fnorlstn!Tf' Wt'l'C pmt•h<tsctl 
<1i>-flibnlt•d to llil' 
pnrlwip1ding in llll' 
mel in tlw ,-ernrinu: 
pnrlieipnlll>" with t'\:C'Il a 

II 
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Mairs S.ubwCommittee and the Foo&.tulfs Vlorking Committee, · 
were _constnn~ly engaged throughou~ the year in considel'ing this 
au:~a~· be~~~f reference to the more salient aspects of the Ji'·Ubject 

(1) Funcfioni1l[l of Employers' shops wit.1!in a geneml rationing 
scheme.-The fir.e.t and most fundamental question to be considered 
concerned the c?nditious on w~tic~ employers' shops should be 
~Bowed t? f~nction un?er a: rat-l{lmng scheme. Government gnve 
1t a~ then· vtew that, If employers' .e.hops were to he allowed to 
contmue, they would ~mve to be prepared to lmndle Rllpplie8 for 
the dependents of then· employees as well as for their actual 
employees anrl that it might also be desirable to hnve them 
distributing_supplies to ihe whole population in certain areas where 
the populatwn was predominantly inchtAkinl. At; reo-arcls the first 
condition the Chamber gave it as" its opinion that emPloyers would 
be .prepru:ed to un_dettalm this liability, subject to sufficient stocks 
bemg made n-vatlable by Govel"llment and to the Government 
rationing .e<:heme being ~ppt·opriat-cly Cmmec1 and administered. 
Subsequently, _the Chamher concurred in a proposal by Government 
that the mnxtmum number of an employee's dependents which 
~n e~ployer shoul~l.legally be compelled to take should be three, 
tt bemg open to lllm to tnke as mnny more as he wished. With 
l'efer~nce to the .IRtpply of foodstnffs to the ent.ire population of 
certam. are~s. the Ch~mher wns nt first inclined to the opinion 
~bat tht~ rmght be posstble, but.on a re-examination of the question 
m the hght of the total number or _workers and their dependents 
for whom they wmlld ~lnYe to cater It wns. decided that employers' 
shops could not handle t-he extrn "ork entailed in rationinu the 
entire population. "' 

Another poinL which engaged tl1e Chnmbet·;s attention was 
whether ~ll employees. sh~nlcl he. compelled to regif;!ter with their 
employers e-ho~ for d!nwmg rations or wltether it would be open 
to them to ;egJs!e~· w1th .a~ ordinary retail or Government shop. 
Gq':'ernment s ongmal opmmn was that this might be made 
op~tonal but, on representation.~; being made by tlie Chamber that 
t~Js would ha~e th~ unclesirnble effect of cnusing a worker who 
did not dra\~ l~Jfl ratmns from his employery, shop to Jose the benefit 
of the sub,:ndJsed_ food~tufl's provided by the employer and tlms 
reopen the _vexed qt1est10n ?f cash denrneRP. a.Uowance, Government 
finally decided to make 1t co~pnlflory for every worker whose 
::~~{'~~~n a foodshop to reg1sfer there and for the employer to 

, Agreement having been reached on the-se points, Government 
decul~cl that. the C:hamher Foodfltnff~; Scheme should continue to 
funct10n (1.'!o an entity after the introdtJction of rationing, subject 
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to compliant'e with the genera.! rationing plan but under conditions 
which would im·oh·e the minim.um int-erferenee with the existing 
scope and administrat.ion of the Chamber Scheme. In accordance 
with this decision the ChambPr wn.'l appointed a wholesaler under 
the rationing- sclteme and all employers' shoP£· dra-wing their 
supplies f1:om the Chamber as retailers. 

(2) Scare of rat.lons.-A consideration fundamental to any 
rntionin,!!" seheme is, of course, what specific articles are to be 
rationed and the scale at which they are to be issued. At the 
beg-inning of the year the Chamber were issuing supplies to those 
participating in the Foodflhlfff'- S~herne according to their intimated 
requirements nnd not on any uniform bardF:. ;In March, however, 
becnnRe of the deteriomtion in the food position and at tl1e request 
of the then Foodgrains PnrchnRing Officer of the Government of 
Bengal, it was decided to stanclarrlioo the issue of rice on a basis 
of 7 seers pe.t head per week to those employed in engineering works 
nnd pnhlic ntility eompanie.<~, and f) RePJ'S to thm~e employed in 
other types of industrial establishment, tl1e difference being due 
mainly to tl1e fnct that the former had entered into an agreement 
with the L:.tbonr Commis!lioner under which their cash clearness 
allowance to labour was fixed on a basis of 11 ~;eers of rice/attn/dal 
being .>::-upplied weekly at controlled rates and to the fact that few 
wopten were employed in their works n-s compared with other 
industries. Atta wa-s isSiled np to a maximum of two seers per 
head per week, sugar at 8 oz. and dal and .o::.alt according to 
participants' requirements. 

These continued to he the rates until Mny when, under orders 
from the Go''etnment of Bengal. the riee ration wa.s arbitrarily 
rednred by half, the defiiciency being intended to be made up with 
attn. The Chamber represented .F·trongly that this amount was not 
·"·Ufficient fo!' industrial workers and therefore upset the cnrefnlly 
framed policy of employers of compensating the worker in kind for 
the rise in the cost of living, wl1ich wonld eonsequently lead to labour 
tJ•onhle. It became clear, 1JOwr-ver, ns lhe neg-otiations with regard 
to the rntioning scbeme continued t.hnt Govemment would not 
-indeed could not-agree to an increaSe in the ration scale and, 
when the scheme was finally pnt into operation at the end of 
January 1944, the .roale wafl finnlly fixed at a totnl of 4 seers per 
head per week of !'ice [md wltent products, the maxim11m amount 
of rice allowed being 2~ seers. 

In responr..e to the Clmmller'p, repreAenta.t.ioru. that a. larger 
ration sltonli!. he nllowed"to mnnnnl workers. Govel'Ilment inCiicated 
that they would he prepared to consic1er the issne of flllpplementary 
rntions to thiP. clrlss on condition that theRe additional rations were 
used solely in cooked food canteens. For l'en.sons indicated 

'· 



The econe of t.hiB Report 
the mnnv Ot.her questions 1mrlrw 
Chamber's attention. TheRe JJnYe he_en 
nart.icinnntc. in the C.hnmhcr Rchemi>. 
large. ;ncu.\'.Ufe ancl notwith~kmcling itR 
condibons 0f comparative inrll1.~trial 
a fertture of the year nnder revinw. 
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{ir)thepre,cnt-clnyPool of 
will! the pr~"war fHl39) ro~t of 

( 46 ) 

ol the mlntiYc cln% of ~mployee cmnpnred 

(•'ii) the nal11ro of !he employment or the individual or class of indh-id11als; 

l 
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(iv) tim senimity and age of lhe employee; 

the employee may b~ 
promotioniJttheserv•ceof 

(!) the ratio ·wlw•h such <Jtodrs hcnr to ::;n]e,; anrl orders; 

(iJ) the quantity, not the Yalne, of tl1e stocks; 

(ih) ali factors, affecting st.ockP., onJwith lhe contl'Of of tl1e 
asses.see. 

1 , .. , 
- r .. 

I 
It 
I. 

I 
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Excess Profits Tax: Furlough Expenditure.~The 
Cluunbe1· after reprc~cntationS' by JUCIUber invited Lhe Centntl 
Board of Heveuuc' s aHent.ion to the 
prof-it& in computing u.ny 
nc>Cessarilv set llSide to 
after the" war. lt 

regularly 

(a) no 6\lCh claim ~hall be enteriained.for income ta;,: purpolles; r 

Double Ex-cess Profits Tax Relief: .Double Income 
Tax Relief.~Tbe recommendations put forwanl by the Chamber 
to the Bo~ll'd u[ Revenue for lhe pmpose of expcr?ting the settlement 
of double excess proflf.E, rel1ef :md double mcome tax relief in 
the oi to profits tax in India and in 
the tlw 1942 Report. 

Income tax ·and E. P. T.: Delay in payment of bills 
b.J:: ~ov~rnment Departments.-'l'he Chamber at1dre~sed the 
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Central Board of Revenue in October on the anornaloua position in 
which sorne.fu'll~s are placed when met, on the one hand by demands 
unde_r the J~. P. T. Ordinance (provisional asse.<:.sments under 
Sect10n 14A (~i) ) and faced on the other hand by either cousidarablc 
commitment•> in the performance Government contracts or a 
number of uupaid bills totalling Yery sums of owuey. 

t.hat, 
had 

I;r:u::ome~tax and E. P. T.: Employers' losses on 
subsl~lS·ed foodstuffs.-Whei.lJer loEses incurred as 11 result 
of s~llmg fooclsh1ffs to employees would be 11 legitimate charge 
for Income and cx:css p_roftts tax was ,~ question asked by 

Commitlee, m consnllnr:ion with the Income Tax 
of tlw opinion that }.llCh lo~f'es were allowable 

mc:nber _io on t.lwt. aFJf:Umption in tbe 

~~n~~~~~1~~\c~. n.ttitwlc lHtd been adopted 
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Income-Tax: AUown.nces of losses under S,ection 
l0(2)(vii).-Dming the Chamber lmcl nnder C'-OnsiflentLion 
the points lw issncd hy the Central Bo:ml of 
ReYenne in rrnd follows :-

'I'h~ inAlrnellons on prr):'e 2R2 of the 'M<>nnnl nrc heing nmen.dr(] a~rordingly. 

Income Tax Allowance for repairs under Section 
9(l)(i).-In October the tjhambcr isnwfl a circnlnr letter to all 
members ac;king for U1eir opinion on the adeqt1ar~· of the present 
allmvrmce for reprri:rc; of one-r.ixth of tl1c rental vnh1e of property. 
for the pnrpoflC'l of income-trtx. The point had been rnisec1 bv 
1,he Upper Tnitia Chnmbcr in Reptemher and hronght hefore tbc 
Assoeiateil f\hamhc111 for futm·e discmsion. Tt "a': nr,gnert bv the 
Uppm• India CbnmbC'-r that wl1ile under t11e DC'-fC'-nrc of Indi£, 
Rules property ownerr: were not nllowed to incrrnRe their rents. 
the coot of building material!l and labour had grently increagcd. 

I, 

I 
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A reply Waf', reccivpr] in Angt1~t tn the eiTPd j,hal--

11\ 
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against any representntion being made to 

.. Income from Property assessed und.er Section .9 ·Of 
the· Act-: A ,.R. :P:.- Expenditur_e,--:-}u. ;-J:uly_ .-t-hc,)~-l~llr.~:~er 

, tndrlre~scd the fol\owing !o ,t.lu•._. .Comrmssmner of Income ,'In, 
Bengal:-

,{ 07 ) 

'l'his point made the subject of unofficial conver.e.ations 
in New Delhi represent.atives of t·he :Finance Department, 
who denied seeming incompatibility between the twO 
statements. · pointed out that, while they did not admit 
that double or multiple shift working necessanly cn,used more 
depreciation to plant tlmn the stopping and re-starting under the 
single shifL system, they did accept-and it was to this factor that 
the Finance Secretary referred in speaking of the Mints~that 
continuous working increased the risk of breakdown arid the 
nece~.sity df repairs, the cost of which was allowed as a charge to 
revenue for iaxa.tion purposes. 'l'he question was fully discussed 
by the Committee in consultation with the Income Tax Sub~ 
Commit. tee and, in view of the provision _wh:ch already existed for 
an increase in depreciation rates, up to 50% of the normal rates, 

t.lJe event of double or multiple .~J1ifls being worked and in view 
t·he defrned repa.irs provisions of Sect.ion 26(3) of the E. P. T. 

they decided that no further action could profitably be taken 
at at.age. 

The Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention 
OrdinanCG, 1943.-The Ordinance was published in the Grrzette 
of India Extraordinary on the 16th October and came into effect 
immediatcl.v. It has a sweeping application, including all articles 
except f.oodgrains which bave not been exempted by specific 
notilicatwn in the officml Gazette of the Government of India.. 
Broadly sped;:ing t,lw Onlinance may be divided into three parts, 
·IJiz >-

(1) ClnnSB 5 provides that--

ihe Centrai 
articles (1) the 
possessed by a 
which may be 



< >a i 
in which his production .;,us gi'e:1tcst., or the quantity which may 
be. intimaterl to him in the manner refcned to nbove. 

{2) No specifie provision \vas rurrde for tl1e ItHtxiruum quantity 
to be sold, 

B. 'l'l1r~ Price Con"l.roi provisions. 

Clause G. 
under clause 
shall sell or 
considemtion 

m1'1:>i:inmm has been fixed by notilication 
(1) of section a, no dealer or producer 

or othenvise dispose of a'rl aHiclc for :t 
nnl'easonable. 

-·----~---

! ' 
,( 59 
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in bUsinesses t};lat had only moderate ·net profits and the posi'tion 
would resul~ in either the suspension of busines"' or the open 
disregard of the Ordinance. 

The objection put forward in connection with Sect.ion 9 was 
th!llt to sel1 out stock!jl to first applicants without taking into J!.CCOUDt 
business obligations to regular and reputable customers was n 
procedure to be deprecated. To avoid this, it was suggested· that 
the expression 'sufficient cause' in the section should be interpreted 
with sympathy towards traders, merchants and importers enabling 
them to distribute their goods through the most reputable chnnnelf.l 

-and to their established clients. 

As regards the administratioh of the Ordinance generally it, 
was pointed out that there was no practicable means of dealing 
individually with nil the types and stages of business coverin,g 
transactions in the post of articles which called for special treatment. 
Even were n large enough st-aff available· to the Controller-General 
to deal with the work entailed they would "not, it wns pointed out. 
possess the knowledge of business methods and conditions necessarv 
tn P.nrtble them to handle t-he applications promptly and efficientlv .• 
In the time-lag- thus involved the Ordinance would presulnably h~> 
n. deaiJ let.ter, which would further undeMnine the public's confidenC~> 
in the Government's nbility to handle the situation. 

In acknowledaing receipt of this letter Government stnt.f'1n 
that the -points rair:-ed had been fully discussed by 't-he President 
fthl'l B'on'ble Mr. Bnrder) and the-Secretary of the Deptlrtment nf 
Industries and Civil ·Su-pplies. A summary of these conYPrr:-ntiono:;· 
were communicated to the Chamber from which it npnenrer1 thllf. 
Gov'ernmentK were n.ware of t.he difficultiep. of administ-Pt'inrr lhe 
Ordinance, but claimed that the main purpofle of its puhliC'ntion, 
which was to curb the gross profiteering which hn.fl bec>n ,!!Oing on, 
had already been achieved. Grent sire~=;~'~ vmfl lnirl hv Gnw111ment 
on the fact that it was only such anti-social activities. tl1nt we1'f' 
Mmed at and those who were conducting their bn~iness in hrmest" 
and /i!'OOd fa.ith need nnt fear being penalised at Government'~ hnnr1o;. 
!n this connection a PreB.l'o Note was iRr.:ued bv GovernmPnt on tl1P. 
27th October which pointed out that ~-hp ctirrrire of 20% profit 0\"Cl' 

landed cost or cost of production was not inflexible and that it waR 
open to any dealer or producer to sati.sfv t-he ControTTer-0-eneral 
that this·. limit was inapplicable or tmworbble. 

De!!pite. the n.MUmnces of (}overnment .tl1n't. the intention of 
tho Orr1inanM Waf! not to nenalif!e the honest dealer it wns felt 
that. n_ meeting sho!1Ir1._ be heir! with th .. Oon~roller-Ge~eral of Civil 
Snppl1es ~o ~scert?m m what ,qeneral tP.rms iif'alers and producer~ 
who reqmrea spemn.l treatment under the Ordinance should proceed 
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BO as to place their cases formally sub judice while at th~ same tfme 
carrying on their business in the, normal way .. ThiS meetmg, 
which was attended by representattves of the Assocmted Chambers, 
the Calcutta Import Trade Association and the Calcutta. Trades 
AMociation in addition to tl10se of the Chamber, was held on the 
22ncl December. An exhauStiVe di!!Cussion of the Ordinance took 
place and it will have been noted from the minutes of the meeting 
which were issued to all members of the Chamber that reasonably 
Hntisfnctory a.ssuranCeJ!· as regards tl1e operati'on of the Ordinanct> 
were obtained from Mr. Desai, the Controller--Gilneral. 

Continuance of the International Rubber 
Regulation Scbeme.-At the end of 1942 the Chamber wns 
approached by the Commerce. Department of th~ Go_vernment of 
India through the Government of Bengal for Its vtews on the 
continuance of the International Rubber Agreement. The schem'O'l 
in question provided that not less than twelve months before the 
31st December 1943 the International Rubber Regulation 
Committee should ma.ke a recommendation to the contracting 
Governments as to whether the scheme should be continued or not 
nfter that date, and before doing this officially the Committee 
wk-hed to ascertain the reactions of pa;rticipants. 

The Government of India's views were that, while it was 
desirable to retain !the general framework of the agreement 
particularly with a view to conditions after the war, it was 
impossible to implement the actual provisions of the agreement 
nncle1· the existing conditions of an acute shortage of rubher cnuFoer1 
by the loss of the principal rubber producing countries. The 
Go,·ernment had therefore decided- · 

(a) to suspend such of the provisions of the Indian Rubber 
Control Act, 1934, as were not admini~tral"ivf!l)-' 
neceJ!.Bary in the present circumstances; 

(b) to authorise fresh rubber plantation in India to the 
furthest extent necessary to meet India1s needs, as 
in case very extensive tapping became essential fresh 
areas now planted would be ablflll' to replace existing 
areas which might run into disuse ; 

( o) to control strictly all exports of rubber and rubber 
manufactures; and 

(d) to appoint an Indian ~ubber PI"?duction ~nard 
consisting of representatives of all mterests wtt~ a 
view to encouraging and ensuring increased productwn 
of rubber. 

''.1 
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The Chamber Comn~ittee considered this qneF.tion in 
cotl.mltation with the Association of Rubber Manufacturers in 
Tndia· nnd expressed the following Yiews: to Government:-

. (a) 'l'hat, af! the Interimtipnnl Rubber Regulnt.ion Scheme 
hn{l been of benefit to the Producern and had not 

~~~i~ua~~:e .. ~~~~~?' b~00agr!~~ r;an:~~:~tn~tl:, 3~;~ 
December 1943 subject to the proviso that, ns lou!!: 
ns the war continued, all provisions of the Scheme 
which interfered trH-h the war effort Rhonld be 
suspended. · 

(b) That 'it was in the bel';t. interest~ of Tndin nnd the war 
effort to plnnt frep,h rnbber to the· furtl1est extent 
possible and necessary, provided always that the 
modern type of hi~rh yielding tree was planted. 

(r.l 'l'hat undoubtedly the strictest control of all export.!'! of 
rubber and rubber manufactures was· essential at 
pre.~.ent, 

(d) That the appointment of an Indian Rubber Production 
IBoard representing all interests involved appea,red 
vel'y desirable. 

Proposal to amend Saction 2'7'7~I of the Indian 
Companies Act, 1913.-The Chamber was asked by the 
Government r,f India for an opinion on certain amendments whicl1 
the Reserve Bunk of India. recommended that Government should 
make_to section 277-I of the Indir.n Companies Act, 1913 reltlfing 
to_Banks- · . 

0.) to add a further proviso tba:t the subscribed capi!nl should· 

~h! ;:il~P t~:;it~f~!a~~s~h~b~~th~~;eth~a!~~~b~~ 
capit1_1l, and 

(2) that no ban~ng company should have other than ordinal'Y 
obru:es4 . • 

In their reply, ~he C?mmittee. of the _Chamber emphasised that· 
the sur~rested. relat.tonsh!p of paJd up capital to sub~cribed nnd 
authorised capital was D?~ by .n~y mea.ns universn.l; in the caf!e of 
som~ of the lqrgest BntiBh JOmt stock banks, the ratio was 
cons·derahly_ lc!":~ than the proposals sought to make nee.eMarv. 
r,J'hl'. Comm1~tec. however, gave t.be proposals their full ~uppoft. 

~:;,~~~r~b;J" s~~c:o t~~r 0~~b!~~ ~~~a;~~. to new bnnking companies 
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Indian M-erchandise Marks (Amendment) Act, 
1941.-In 1egard. to tile draft rule.~ gh•ing effect to. the. 1941 
nmendment of the Indian Merchand1se Marks Act pubhshed lll the 
Gazette of India in July, the Chamber addressed the Go;ernment 
of India in September in support. of the recommendatiOn made 

~~e~:m:~~?th~11l~~~b::f~i~e :aa!hin ~:~~r ;~a~ri~g ~~r~~: 
line with the standard and long !'tanding practice of the trade. 
The suggestions in brief were :-

(1) The Act should pro>ide for l-he lUal'king of cotton thread 
eif.1ter by lengt11 or w.aight; • 

(2) 'Ihe tru·m 'grist' .should be amended l'o read. 'ticket'; 

{3) The reference made in the Act to 'cotton ~ewing m· 
darning thread' ~hould be extended to include crochet 
or handicraft thread; 

(4) The scope of the Act should be extended so as to include. 

~~~n~~ly u!~.adili:tcF:t~~::ci~:d b:l~ ;~~:r~~:~ 
wound andjor packed in any premises whether factories 
or not. 

Refetting to a letter received from the Government of India 
in November in which proposf!.is (3) and {4) above wru-e 
put forward for opinion, the Chamber after consulting the Cloth 
and Yarns Sub~Committees replied that they considered it 
unneca!:.sary to make any comment on these ~~~posals_; but .the 
attention of Government was drawn to the remammg pomts raised 
by the Chamber of Commerce in Bombay and this ~hamber's 
supporting letter tO which no reply bad yet been received. 

The Indian !Merchant Shipping Act, 1923: 
Amendment Bill 1943.-The views of the Chamber on the 
proposed amendments t.0 the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, the 
effect of which were to make it necessary - for the Steamer 
Oompnnies carrying Hedjaz pilgrim.e t.o pay Cabin class pilgrims 
t-he fmm of RR. ·3/- per day for every dny lower than 25 days they 
were detained in .Tedda, instead of as formerly Rs. 1/~ were 
teqnest.etl b:-· tht> Govemment of Bengal :in September. After 
~onsnlt.ing the ~team~hip interests concemed, . the Chnmb;r 
informed Oovernment that it was unable to support the Bill 
which wns considered unnecessary nnd inopportune and, among 
otbct· contentions, likely to n~ld to the burdenR and respon~ibilities 
c,f shipowners already impose~ by wo:r time '-conclition.'!o. 

Payment of Wages Act": Deduction fr{)m W~e!. 
. -The definition of wages under the Act lcnyes room for uncertmnty 

i.~ ,'I 
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"' amendments. 
of wages was 

and therefore no 
It wa8 also stated 

proposed amendmen·t of 
rec~nt withdrawal by the 

exemptwns previously allowed 

The Industrial 
considered t.hat in the 
was necessary, 

,( 65 

of tl1e 
no ful'ther 

The War Donations and Investments (Companies) 
Act, 1940.~Section 5 of t.lJe above Act .~t.ates that-
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The Indian Boilers c.a.mennment) 
July the Chamber had under 
(AmcmlmenO Act which wn.s 
India to meet the omi~sion from 
provision for the inspection and 
feed water· system, as .~:.erious 
the failure of; for example, 

( 67 ) 
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Drugs Control Order, nf 
intcrpref.ntion of the price scheflnks and other ilw 
Drnrrs ConJ.rol OJ·der Hl43 rcfern:il to· thr 
me~her firm who is n of certnin rlrnf!.~· wiil1in 
~chednles of the Oriler. tl1c fllleries raislod it 'l:'i-a~ 
pointed ont :-

(1) f.hat H1e prices slwwn in 
mnxi;mnn rehlil prireo: 
anywhere in Indin. 

(2) th:1.t where tlwse prices flo not permit of n 
margin of profit to tlw mnnnfnct.nrer ,.,P'""""''""" 

-~- mny he arldresse(! to the nepnrfmf'n{ 
nnrl Civil Snpplics, Nrw Delhi, 

W) that (it is only Pnrfs I liT of !he 
Order whicli refer to 
nnO) in respect to 
.marlwtei! in India 
IT, of 'the Order, a ,.,,.,."''ni"'t;on 
t.he next revision 
Department. 

The Cotton Clnth and Yarn Oontrol Order, 1943.-­
Tlw ilevelopm<'nt and implication£. of Oll' Coftnn Clot.JJ 
(Gont.rol) Order pnhli~lwd in Gow•nnncnt. of Tndin 
No . .'J.f.-Tex.Ol-Ml in .Tnne ~1n.vr enp:ngrd 
Ghnmher'~. f'loth nnd Ynrn Rnh-Cmnmittee~ 
rrview. 

Arising from f,his cnnctmenj flw flow~mmcnt of Bengal 
a ':icw to preventing hoarding ;md black market 
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Indian Electricity Rules: Further A.menOments.­
givon in ihc H142 Reporl, of n nnmhrr of poink, 
Cllrtmher on t.ho ndvire of j,]lf' ~lndrici!v 8nh· 
Jl1c flovrmmcnl. o£ Rr;ngal nJHl tlw Tnrlian 

in connecf,ion wil.h proposed nmonrlmentR to the 
Rules. 

is~.ncrl hy ll10 Ronnl nnrl tlw Ch:nnhr.r'R 

(a) Rulo. 25, 2() nnd (;4: Proposed mncndmcvf.~. 

In the said J~nles-

1. ln rule 2fl-
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(aJ lor· sub-rule (!), the followillg 
snb~.t1tuted namely :-·· 

::.11h-rulc shall be 

For rule 26, tlw following l'nlo shall he subHt.itnted, 

B. The proviso to rnle 54 Rhall b8 omittcJ. 

In vic)W of the 
and 26 were more 
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fuu in an· 
wire would 

(3} 'l'he cos\ of providing earthed \cnniua] under BUh·nllc (2) may be included 
in t.he "ervicc charges on lhc basi.~ laid do"~" in sub-rule (2) of rule 70. 

(c) Rulp amendment to this Rule included the 
following 

(0) After sub-rule (1) the following sub-nJle shall be ine.erted 
namely:-

(lA) NO electdeal inBtallat-ion w~rk which lm~ 
of Rub-rule {1) s],all be <oonnfclcd w1th the workB 
of energy. 

the following representation 
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it ~l~~r_~t~l'JJeci~~~~:~,~~;~ie;~ t:' aHUJ~r~~~~~,] 1~~~lti~~ ~~~e ;:;;\'~~,~~~~~lA) is to be accepted, 

tuJ•nover. 

b.'i" Gov~rnment li~ensed 
proof that the prov1~iouH 
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suburb."'. 
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Annual Revisi·on ·of Tariff Values.--. .\ 
Special 811h-C'ommittc0 nppoin!erl hv tlw nlwmlwr was 
noya\ "Exchange on the 10th 1\oycmher to (lisrnss 
Diredor of Commercinl Intelligence t.l1c GovPrnment o[ 
thr Proyisionnl Tmport Tariff ya]nes 1944. 

Hi! 
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All claims .<:.hould be lodged as follows :-

(u) l<'or gOO!la originD.lly cona1gncd to British tcrritories:-

'fhe Diverted Oargo~s ScdJou, Board of Trade, 71l, King Willi:;m Street, 
L:mdon E. e. 4. 

(b) For goode origrnaUy consigned to Nctherl~nda territories:-

Netherland Shipping & 'Irading Committee Ltil., St. Helcu.'s Court, Great 
St. Helcn'a, .Bis!Jopagate, London, E. C. 3. 

Coastal Traffic in Oommercial Cargo.~At tho 
_ instance of members the Chamber addressed the Government of 

India on tLc subject of Coastal 'l'ruilic m cummerciul cargo in 
November in the following terms :-

Government agreed with the Chamber's view on the 
need for provision of ndeqnatc shipping for the carriage of 
el3.~ential commercial cargo between Calcutta and other Indian ports 
and stated that siJCh cargo ·would rank for priority in the scheme 
referred to ;n a press communique issued by GoYernmenL on the 
1st October, to emure that all belonging to or sponsored by 
Government move.~. by sea in and that essential foods are 
carried wherever required. 

For Calcutta arrangements had been made for shipping agents 
to submit provisional booking lists to the Principal Officer, 
Mercantile Marine Department, which W'?J;C to be l;crutinised by 



the railway priority authorities in Crr1cutt.a ihe ngents being then 
informed ·of any alterations .. This procedure, 
Government stated, that space was provided for 
essential commercial cargoes. 

comniittees would be formed consi~-ting of 

Forwar;l est:matc.s of 
month will be given to 
Committee and C+owrnrnent 
Committee will have full 
general cargo. 

representation u..nU the Princ:pal 
Department, jn the case of 

and the Adminit.tration Officer in 
power to co-opt such other officers 

likely to be available -each 
by the Coastal Shipping 
.first be allocated and the 

regarding the allocation of 

River transport of gunnies and ·aock Rtorag-e. 
. -The Ch.:imhcr was· advlsed of arrangements made by the 

interests concerned for 1·educing as far as·. possible the detention 
of r:ghters in the docks, and for goods destined for America to be 
hoisted into tbe Port. Comm;s.c.:oners' Sheds in cases where out· 
going steamers were not ready for loading. 

Recently ·if was stated as the opinion of · ihe Chamber in 
~onsultation with tbe Shipping Sub-Committee t"hat in view 9f the 
excessively eongested state of t-he doch and sbeas shipping interests 
were not in favour of continuing the Echeme and .the Chamber 
recommended that it should be suspended in the meantime. 

Calcutta Hospital Port ·nues Fund.-Under t.he ruleR 
Qf the above. Fm1d and officers who seek admi.Esion 
_in~o h9spitals b~ on the atticles of -shhts and their 
slnps must be t1me they are .10-ent to hospital. 
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when she was in port and therefore was entitled to benefit under 
the Fund. The question was submitted to the Shipping Subw 
Committee on who~.e instructions the member adv~sed that no 
useful purpose would be served by pressing case as the rule 
was very definite and, in their opinion, quite equitable. 

Ships Documents for Peru.-The question of the 
enO:orsement of shipping documenls relating to cal"goes loaded in 
Calcntta for Peru wa.~. laid before the Chamber in March by a 
merilber on the grounds thnt their Perm-inn agent~' had requested 
that all mch documents-should be legali:ed by this Chamber issuing­
a cert:ficaie t.o the -effect t.lmt there was no Peruvian Com.ul in 
Calcutta. 

D-ock Labour: tM:a"intenance of morale.-The 
successful orp;anista.ion of cnmps for stevedoring Irrbonr ill Calcutta 
outside the city n.rea by the 1\Tnsl"er Stevedores Associ:1tion WM· 

recorded in the 1942 Report. In Fehruarv the D"alcntta Baled Jute 
Shippers Association and the Calcutta ,Tntn Fabrics· Shippers 
Association in a joint letter to t.l1e CI1amber referred to the 
inefficiency of ge~eral dock lahcu1· rrnrl sfaterl ibn~ it was cons:dered 
that the morale of Ruch hlbonr woulil if it w:m nrovided 
with quarters aC!optr:ii by the 
Master Stevedore<; it wns po:nted 
had b'een working mon~ qunlity 
inac1Pquncv of lnhonr mmnlier! fo~· 
on thA wlmrves nna jettie~ wns 
Chamber in tl1e flame month from 
supportei! hv 1J1e Cnlcnttn I liner~ 
R"iven bv the P01·t Commiss:onem, 
thnt irs~- result of i"0e contnds whirl1 
~he Chnmber nnO: ti1A Chnirmnn of 
cnquirie~ mtlde by the Chamber'R renresentntives 
Commi~sion, arlemmtA nssnrn.nces hn-1 bee'l rrceivrd to 
concltwions-firstlv thnt there l1nr! a1renf!v been 
improvement in the POf';tion nnd, p6('onr!lv. t.hnt no 
likely to leail to ful'fhPr improVr.mPnt wn~ J,e·in<r 
Chnrnber'.g representati\re~ on the "Port Commi,_~ion continue' 
to· keep th~ matter prominently. before the authorities· concerned~ 
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general cargo. 

the agents being then 
.This procedure, 

space was provided for 

River transport of gunnies and 'dock Btorag(l, 
-Tl1e Ch~mbcr was· advised of arrangements made by the 
inte_rest.s concerned for reducing as far a::. possible tl1e detention 
of l·ghters in the docks, nnd for gooch destined for America to be 
hoisted into tbe Port; Comrnisr.:oners' Shccls in cases ·where out­
going steamers were not ready for loading. 

Recently-if was stated as ihe opinion of. the Chamber in 
7onsultation with the Shipping Snb-Committ.ee tbnt in view 9f the 
excessively_ eongested state of_ th? dock..:. and sl1cBs shipping interests 
~'ere not m favour of conbnumg the .scheme and the Chamber 
recommended that it should be suspended in the meantime. 

Calcutta Hospital Pnrt 'Dues Fund.-Unrler tJ10 rule~ 
of the above. Fund seamen and ofGcer8 who seelt ndmi"'sion 
_in~o hpspitals z:1mt achmlly b~ on the m·ticles of shius and their 
shtps must be m poti, at the tunc they are ,gent to hospital. 

The casOJ of a 
Hospital wete not 
from tl1e Fund on 
he was ndmitted, 
who contended thai: 

drfLWD 

when 
member 
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when she was in port and t.l1erefore was entitled to benefit under 
the Fund. The question was snhmitted to the Shipping Sub-
Committee on whoNJ instructions the member adv;sed that no 
useful purpose would be sen•ed by pressing ca$e as the l"ule 
was very definite and·, in their opinion, quite equitable. 

Ships Documents for Pern.-The 
of shipping clocnmenis relating to 

for Fern laid hefore the Chamber 
t.hat their Pernvirm 

should he legnli<:ed by 
effect that there was no 

Dock ·Labour: Tl.r.aintenance of mora.le.-The 
snccessful organista.ion of cnmps for stevedoring bbour in CaJC11tta 
outside the city area by the Master Si:cveflores Associn.tion w'al'· 
recorded in tl1e 1942 Repod. In Fehrmn'v the "Cnlcntt.n. Baled Jute 
Shippers Association anrl the Calcni.ta Jntc Fabrics Shippers 
As'Sociation in a joint letter to the Chnmher referred to the 
inefficiency of general dock lnho1ll· :n>rl sfnt.eil 1hat it wns cons:dered 
tl1at the morale of ~uch lnhom wonH be imprrwrc1 if it wnr: nnwided 
with rpwrtcrs on the lines ai'lopterl by the 
Master Stevedore~ lalxlllr it was po:nted' out, 
had b"een workin,c::r more The rl(lor qnnlity rmd 
inadr(jnncv of lnhonr snnnlicrl Comriths:onrrs fo'r WOJ"k 
on the wJ,nrves :m(J jetties Wa<J of n further letter to t-he 
Chamber in the f"nmr mrmil1 f>·om 8tew•·-To .. es As~"cintion, 
suppm·ted hv fh?. C:1Jcutt.~ T,inm·r; From f'"\""!'Jlnnntions 
r.-iven b:v th~ POl"t Commi~s;onem. wrs nhlo to reply 
that (J"r; ~ rer;ult of i"l'e cont~ct~ wl1irl1 r~tnh\'sl,erl bet.wren 
~be Cl1nmhcr nnrl tl111 Chnirman of 'rmM of the 
rmqniriefl mn(le by the Chnmber'r; rcnmflPntntivefl Port 
Commi~sion, :ulermn+A a~sunmces hrl'l bee•1 rrccivr(J to two 
conclm.ions-first-l'v thnt tlJE'l"e J,n(! n 1 re~f!v been n mnl"ked 
improvemrmo. in the noo:;tion nnd, ~econr!lv. th~t no prndir,nhle ~tep 
likely to lea'! i"o fmthrr imprrrirr-mrnt; wnq ],ein<r overlookoc1.· The 
Ch:1mber'R rer,resentntiypq on tl1o T'ort Commi~Ri011 will continue 
to keep the matter prominen'tly. before the authorities· concerned; 



Cons'tftution of the 
-In Jnne the Chr1.mh~r ":ns 
.Arosocintirm wh0 
ngrccment wit-h 
members l1nt1 

Tn 
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POSTS & TELEGR.AEHS. 



The establishmcnf; towards the end 
the Calcutkt Post .Office to 
satisfaction by the Chamber aR 
the eongestio'n in Bombn:v. It 
connection d1nt approximatelv 11 
from Indin in the course of the year. 

Airgraph Service to Australi:t.-MemhPrs of tlw 
Chamber were advised in Circular No. 80-Hl43 of the Sl:h .Jnlv 
l:hflt an Air;rranh Seryice bety.c-cn .Au.2:tralin. and Inrlia wa~ tO 
commence in Jnlv- nt ti1e san:ie rates· and under the snme conditionA 
M· for the United ffingJom~ 

Air ·Mails: !ndia-.A.ustralia-1-rew Zealand.-Mills 
suY,ersc1·ibed in the above manner are sent by the Transbsmrm Air 
Service; t-he snrchrtrg-.: le-vied for the air crnTing8 hctwee11 Am;irRlia 
.and Ne;v Zeainn(l being- Hi mmn:; per. q oz. wh:rh i.e. ncldi!iona\ to 
the orrlmm·y rnte of. -/3/6. 'rhe surcbarge levied on mails from 
1-!e;'\: Z~alanc1 to Tn_Jia.' and coming by.- tl1e same Ren•ice from 
Ne>v _Zealnnrl ·to India- Is tlmoe -pence, in addition to the ordinary 
rate oi two ·renee. · 

Air Mail-Letter Cards: Coinmunications_ With the 
U.-K.-A~ the instance of the Chamber, the Director-General of 
Posts & TeJerrraphs examined the pot.sibiliti?s of an extens:on o( H1e 
air maii Iett~r-canl sen·ice to the public m India·, This service, 
from India to the U. IL, is at present confined to the troops, and 
the mtion JS one letter-card week; the limitation being 
necessitated by luck of 

Delays to Inland Telegrams.-The Chamber pointed out 
t.o a member \Vho had submitted a ca:::e of dcJay in .tl1e transmission 
of an important commercial telegram that representations on this 
qUGstion were periodically submitted to the Department of Posts 
and 'l'elegt:ar1ls but -thnt the Dcpn.rtment l1ad explained that owing 
to l1eavy priority demands on the telegraph Jines, there could be no 
guarant.ee of transmis~.:on ·and that circumstances 
frequently arose \vere outside tho Departments control. 



In this connection the 9hamber infoJ'mcd the Dcpar~mcnt that 
-.r;netnbers apprcciuteU. the d1fficulUea cxvcrienccd by 1·he 'l'elcphone 1 D~partrncnt lind de.e.ired to co-operate in the manner suggested, but· 
pomied that t·hc South Exchange >vas in comparison with the 
other Uilllecessarily slow and inattentive outside the rush 

-t.here was. room for improvement. 

on the South Exchange was made 
!JCJP"'''"'""' rn tl.c,rcoply, stating that steps Jm,d been taken 

tlw Chamber's attention to the 
due to if.s location and to the 

wbich great.ly increased thC\ 

Grouping of tele:£?h-One numbers.-Beforc isRning tlw 
.T anunry J.£144 Tcl~plJOne_ Drrcctory, ·tho Indian Posts and Telegrap!1s 
Department_ enqmrcd whet-]Jet· the ChamJJet· would consider it an 
adv~ntage, m VJCW of the fact Umt in many offices r;taff attended­
earher, to alter th_e hours of groupi~g of telephone numbers from : 

(a) 10 A.M. to 6 P.llf. on ordinary weekdays. 
(b) -10 A.M. to_ 3 P.M. on Satmdays. 

to: 

(a) g or 9-30 A.M. to 6 P.M. on ordinary weekdays, 

(b~ g or 9-30 A.M. to 3 P.:r.r, on Saturday.e .• 

I 
I 

·rnl~"DcPaitiriOrit was advised·that' in view of the requirements 
of t4e majority oJ business lww;es, it would be preferable to start 
from 9-30 A.M. instead of 10 A.M. 

Telephone Communicati-on with Barrackpore.­
'J'he Chamber had agnin m1der consideration the vexed question of 
t-he conditio11 of t-he Ual<.:uiLaj.Barrackpore telephone sy.e.tem which 
was refeJTed Lo in the 1942 Hcport. Assurances were received from 
the Indian Posts ,( 'l'elegraphs TJ,opartmcnt that the system was 
hcing improved, mainly hy t-he introdndion of an 011 Demand 'J.'oll 
Service instead -of a l{ecord Service. It wns aleo hoped thnt 
second exehangp would be opener! at .Bhatpat·n- shortly which 
have the ('fleet of 1·elicving l3arraclcpore of a certain amount 
J.raflic and Ums increnHe its efficiency. 

Trunk Telephone Service.--'l'wo points on which the 
Chamber€. nddressed the Dil·ector-General of Posts and 

(a) 'l'hc need for periodical rcJJJinders t.o t-he Defence, Supply 
a!l(1 ot!Jer "Priority" Government Departmcuts firstly 
of the need foJ' t.he most sparjng use of priority 
pririleges, especially where equal effectiveness could be 
ac!Jieved by conc.c,pondence or telegraph; and, 
secondly, that the duration of priority trunk calls 
~hould be redtwcd to u minimum; and 

(b) the present of the telephone development scheme 
which referred t.o in the 1942 Re~ort. 

The Dit·ector-General of l)osts & 'J.'elegraphs in reply stat-ed 
th,at with -regard to 

(a), in><trnction.s had been issued t.o aJJ Departments that tl;e 
most sparing use should be made of the trunk 
telephone service, and ill regard to 

(b), !he telephone deYelopment sehCnle was based mi. a two­
J-'ear progmmme, am] it,s progress depended largely on 
~he nvailnbility of t.he nece.!'sary stores. It was not 
!.hercf0m po~·sihle at present to g·ivc any indication 
of lJOW long it would tnke to become fnlly operative. 

No subst.nntial improvement wns secured by these 
rspresentutionl:l anil t-herefore t,he following- 1·esolution was brought 
forward bv t.lw Northem India Chamber and wn.~. unanimously 
adopted at" t.he AsBoeiat-ed Ch:1mber8 of Commerce Annual Meeting 
in December t'iz :-

,. ~l'lri" A8sociation dJ•ow" aUen!ion 
buBihe~" intere~t6 from tlm 11BO M tho 

t\lmOilt totnl O:Xcll!llion of 
6en-icll a~ nn il!~h11mo:nt ~or 



the trans~ction of busin~ss and recommends that. a period of tlfO ho~ be meiTed 
daily for commercia.! trunk calls during which ptoriod o~Jy the h1ghest priori!] 
calls will be accepted from seledcd departments and ofiicia\.9 of Government aad 
the Forces. 

Restriction on the weight of postal parcels.-In 
September the Postmaster-General, Bengal & Assam Circle, ismed 
a. Press Note announcing that all post parcels despatched from any 
post-office in Bengal and Assrrm would _in fu~ure be co~fmed to a 
weight of 4 lb£.. .Subsequently complamts we:e rece1ved from 
several manufacturing chemists in t.he membersh1p of the Chamber 
that this new regulrr.tion v;·as bearing especially hardly on them. 
'J'hey pointeO out f.hat medical supplies were im·ariably urgentlJ 
required by 2octors and hospitals and had t:he~·ef~re to be .r:ent by 
post as being t.he quickest method. 1The lumtat.Jon of parcels_ to 

~~~:;ia~~~~~· 1~1uf~·~a:b~ns~~~:~a~~~ ~;11n i~aii~~-~ya~~~~n;n~f t£:~~:! 
its 0\YO object-, wbich premmably was to conserve space 

railways. The aHerna!iYe of sending parcels by passenger 
considered impracticable as the railways refused to accept 

more ten parcels a day. It was .£.ugges!ed that perhaps the 
Postmaster-General could arrange a system of priorities whereby 
parcels of dlllgs and medicines of an essential nature were accepted 
without limit. 

Unpaid letters to laboUr in the tea e?tates anrl 
the industrial a1·eas of Bengal.-Industriar Associations 
att-ached to· the Chamber for infonnation and necessary 
action, a copy of t-he letter which the Postmaster· 
General, Bengal and Assam had addreE-sed to the Chamber 

. on tbe lOth NoYember :-

RAILWAYS. 

Liability for the payment of terminal tax under 
;F.O.R. Contracts.-In April the Chamber had under 

consideiil.tion a·:· reference from the Associated Qhamb~r~ of 
Commerce on the question of whether a seller fulfilling a. f.o.r. 
destination contract wns liablG for the payment of terminal ta-x a.t 
t.he destination sta-tion nnless he had specifically agree(\ beforehand 
to bea.r this char_g"e. Tl1e question was r::d.sefl at the inshlnce of 
t.lle Bomba\' Chamber wllo pointed out. t.hat se>eral of t.beir 
rnemhers had complained thnt the nnt1l0rities in Amba]a Cantonment 
had chimed pavinent of such a tax from them on goods supplierl 
f.o.r. A.mbala. Cantonment Railway Stat.ion. 

lrhe Chamber referred this point to t.he Calcut.ta. Import Trade 
Association ani! wa.<; informed in reply that t.]Jt> bx referrerl to waP· 
rmf.horised uni!er a notification of the Puniab Government, Home 
Department.. No. 19307 dated 18th Jnlv ]933. Th0 As~ociat.ion 
gE-Ve it ns their opinion, howe\er, that provided the Ambab 
Cantonment Bnilwav station was not within the imio:diction nf t-he 
Cantonment Authority. the ~eller shonlil not pav the tax. ·Thev 
furt.her ~nage.&ted that the diffi:cultie~ hv memhcrs of 
the Bomhav Chamber of Commerce; if thev adonteil 
the practiee now prevailinQ" in Cnlcntt:J all cjuobtions 
on the f.o.r. point of despntch basis. 

Cla.ims 'on railways: SubinissiOn procedure.-A 
point hron!lht to t~? notice of the Chambpr ha_~ been ta.ken 
un ·wit.h the Bai!"·nv Bonrd. It concrrneO the nrocerlurc to bf' 
follower] in thf' ~uhmk;ion of chirno: aqain~t iniliviilnal ra.ilwavs 
ani! arMe ont qf a narticnlnr ca,-e in whid1. although nrlnmtar:e h;d 
so frrr nOfbeen blnm of thP ff'chnicnlitv. it wn~ noinff•rl oi1t 
"Rnilwn.v Cla;mR Officer +hnt thf' cl:l.im in rllle~t-ion conl-1 he> 
flnf! "non-miteA" on the .n"rnnnil thnt it was 
(.l:eneml M~nnaer of the tbilwrv. Dndrr 
Rnilwnvo:: Ac-t. nonce 0f claims mn<:t he .F.Pn'eil on 
Arlministratirm hv rlelive1·in9" nd.di·0~~in1! ~nrb to the 
;\-fflna!!er of thP Bniltr\!Y in th,-._ of Stnte "RrilwnY« or to thP 
A.!!ent in Tnc1in of n cOmnanv-mnnnQ"pr] milwnv. Thio:. in t-hr. 
f!hnmhcr's view. confnsP'! the "tJo~itimi fo1· rnorr tl1nn one rea~.an, 
Tn tPe >nrions railwav~·there f!T" Vfl'!"ion" officin1s whose Ar>siqnat-ions 
inclnde the word "!\Tnnnqrr"-.(.l:l'nPl"fll l\fnnnrrPr . .1\crrnt nn(\ 
(i-pnernl Man:;ci"er, CPief 0ommerc;nl.1\1"·mn.rrer. f!nmT('lercinl Tl·nffir­

thf' likP. $1e('onrllv one R~il\'""nv f!nmpnnv nilw~rtises 
:'!nil refund~·" nrP tl,r. conrern 0f thP Commerc'a.l Traflk 

to whom correspnndence slwnld be aildri'!'Seil. 

ronfusr>d for 
trouhle. if. V'i"ll>! 

Boaril. H 
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·t.o delegate powers to the heads .of the depad.ment-s deailng- "·ith 
claims of their respcct.ive railways to receive .!'ouch f'lnims ()TI tlleit· 
behalf.· It was hoped tba.t in the men.ntime rnilwa~'g wonld not 
t-ake refuge behind the teclmicnJit.y rcferrerl to. 

In dne eomse the Chamber was 
lwen acceple(l by IJ1e Rnilwn:r Board 
~ncl fl-em~nt.l MnnageJ::" .. ~honld not­
immfficiencv of a 'llot.ice given to 
question of nmending- the lnw is to 
oppOrtunity offers. · 

. Calcutta Port Commissioners: .Despatches: 
"Said to contain" railway receipts.--'T'he rert1~nl .Of ihe 
Port, CommiPsioner~; to. nceept. liahilitv for good!! londerl nf; privnte 
<',iding-s h~· privnte lft.bonr. nnrl for wl1ich "Rnid to eonhl.in" rnih'l'll)' 
receipts were isflllCd broud1t to the noth•e of the Cllflmhr1· 
with_ the re11nest f11nf, Yi('WR of otlJtW firms ~imilnrl~· plncf'il he 
nscertained. 

· cite 11 similar experience: in one 
loaded at a privt~te siding for 
receipt wns issnefl, t1Htt is t-o 
omitted. 

-Railway facilities for Officers of the Merchant 
Navy.-Apm·t fmm certnin reciprocnl penre-timr annngemenfs 
between .~orne individual Rnilwn~'s nnrl some Shipping T1ines wl1irh 
regularly trade· wiH1 Tndia. 'thNe nro no specinl concessiomr fo1 
members {If t.l1e Merchant Navv, tl1eir "·i;·e~ or fnmilie.~. in tl1~ 
ma-Her of railwny trnvel in Tndin. Til consf'Qll!mce of thr ('ontrol 
of n.11 steamer movements by tl1e ?lfinistry of \Var 'fnilsport nn1l 
the U. S. War Shipping- Adminis,f-rntirm. YNrselr:"not nnrf; of !l1e 
fleets of nnv of the re~tnlar Shipping T,ines in Tnrliri 
touching port-s in thifl conntr~·, nnrl the :\ferc-llnnt NnYY 

·on bonrd·snell YNrr:elr: nr8 frequentlY nni!rr tlJf' ner:es,:ih;. 
and othe1· ren-~ons-. -of haYing- f.Q h·avel h~· rail in Tnrli~. 

A repl_'v '''n~ rCreh·ed to t.h., 
elns;;-t,icl,ets on ·payment or f'Once.~sion viz. fin.! 

detniled in serial 
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l\'o. 15 of Annexm·c A to Rule .III of I. R. C. A. Coaching Tariff 
No. 14 had been exf.ended to_ .oeagoing staff only of all SteamRhip 
Comprmies not CO\'Creil by ite"ms (]) to (\1) their families, :md 
wonld eome into of\'ect wh-e;1 .notified by 

Pilferage of coal at Shalimar.--Tn 
~~complaint from n.memher, t-he Chamber dmw 
Tnsprct.or-f'rt1neral of Police to the pilferag-e by 
thicYcs of Inrge quantities of eoal from wn.0.:ons 
t.he vicinit.y of the Shrr·limar Sta-tion ynrrl In 
Railwav8 might he assist-ed in cheeking the pilferage.e. 
reeomillendeil that tl1e Police Departmf'nt co-operate 
Rail,vay AuthoritieP. to the fnllest pnsrihlc e:x{ent . 
l"'nnsidered t.hn,!. only by snch concerted action the 
he overcome. Snhl!efJuentl_v the Chamber 
effect- t.lmt thB-- ma.tter hnrl been rcfer:ref! 
Government Rnihvav Police. Rmnah. for 
fnrtlwr complaints him~ since heen rccph•ed by the 

ini!iviclu~l 
pilfcr~:;ter. 

B. & A.. Railway Revision of Time Table frnm lst 
October I94S.--Rn2g-e~t-ionfl from mrmilP!"s wer0 inv;h·fl in 
CiJ'rnb1· Nn. in ronnf'!;tion with fhr Nrw Tim" 'J'nh),., h 
hr hy & A. TII"Iilwav. it heina pointed m1t f.hnt tr(' 

· t')llnrrlkJ trrtin~ rn· the introflnction of nrMiti.onnl 
nOt hr entMtrtin8d hy the Rrtilwny Comp~nv hrrnn~._, 

orde:r~. · 
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The following changes were proposed :-

Departure. Arrivar. 

(1) Barisal Eipregs 15-30 P.M. 9-30 A.M. 

(2) Khulna Passenger 21-30 P.M. {ae. at present). 

(3} Chittagong Express (as at present) 7-30 A.M. 

(4) 101 Up 

(5) 100 Down 

(8) 194 (Budge-Budge Section) 

9-00A.M. 

(Not to stop a.t 

Barrackpore). 

-7-46 

{at Brace Bridge Station). 

Owing to factors arising from the war the B. & A. Railway 
in September asked the Chnmber to_ co-operate hi giving wider 
publicity among member firms to the need to curtail railwa.y travel 
at the present time. _To di.ocourage traveiamong the public during 
the Puja holidays concessions in fares and other facilities usually 
afforded at ·that time, _were stopped and reservations of 
accommodation for first and second class passengers were re.£.tricted. 

Delays -on Railway claims in respect of .lost or 
damaged goods against Railway Administration.~ 
Following upon complaints from members of the Chamber, thrrt no 
satisfaction could be obtained from repented requests to the Railway 
Administrat.ion for inveo.tigation into the non-delivery of goods 

~:~:~gno~d g~~n!h~: t:~~s~~~n~;:r2rrl~~~tnc1i~~~ra~:ed8A:!~~~~~o~11~~ 
November r>ubmit.ted. for t.h.e Cha;_nber's consideration a request to 
sponsor a re.~:.olnhon on th1s sub16ct at the forthcominrr Annual 
General l\f cd)n~ of the Associate(1 Chambers of Commerc;. IG was 
ar~ei{ in Rnpport, of this suggestiQn, that, t.hongh the difficnWer; of 
the Railway~ under present conditions were appreciated, there 
anpe<~red to hnve been such rt serious deterioratinn in the conditions 
of transport of good~ by rail in recent months that the AsBociation 
Were crmcerned at the heavy incre:H:e in claims for damages and 
losF! ... It iva~ felt tlmt· if t.lJe Rnilway' Claims Departments were 
p:ope~l~· or_~:mised, _clnin:'fl could be disposed of- with greater 

·- e:xped1twn,_ mHtead of bemg held up for long periods arid in many 
cn.Nlfl @tirely ignore.rl. After referrina thifl matter to t.lJe Bnilwav 
Snb-C6mmiaee., the Committee decided that such n: reRolutio~ 
should be sponsored by the Chamber at the Associated Chambers 

0 £ Commerca Meeting; the resolut.lon, which was unanimously 
adopted, wa.e. worded as folio'ws :-

L·oss of railed goods due to ri10ts in :Sihar.---On bchal1 
of firms who had sustained lo.r.ses of goods in transit on the railways 
durin<:r thB poli·tical disturbances of Augw>f;_/September, 1942 the 
Chamber broached the question of Possible re~ompense by 1he 
railways. 'rho railways however declined all lmbilities, an~ t?e 
Chamber congidered an approach to the Central or ProvmCial 
GovernmentS with a view to compensation being paid. ITn order 
.to ascertain whether such a claim could be made on .legal grounds, 
or in ·the absence of legal grounds, whether the claim would have 
to be made fo1· the ex gratia payment of compensatiqn udvice was 
requested from the Chambe:r's solicitors. ·· 

The pm:.ition is t.lmt no claim can be established on legai 
grounds: that the attitude of the railways in diSclaiming any liability 
is ·unassailable; and that claims submitted to Government cn.n 
be made only on an basis. 

Members who l1ad suffered losEes were advised to approach the 
I)rovincial Gove1·nment to see if they would make an ex gratia 
pri..yment out of the proceeds of the collective fines impo:::ed by them. 

FINANCE. 

.Shortag.e of small coins.-In respom:e to n. request from 
the Government of Bengal, Finance Department, for accurate and 
up to date information regarding tlie success or otherwise of the 
measures tttken to deal with the problem of t.he shortage of small 
coins,. the Chamber stated that as a result of Government action in 
making hoarding a penal offence and more particularly because of 
the Yery large increase in the output of the Mints from December 
1942 onwardR, the position had somewhat improved in Calcutta. 
Full requirements however were not by any means available, whilst 
reports from npcountry showed that there wns little or no diminution 
of the difficulty and Umt the slwrtage there was .P.·till acute. A 
recent genera!' su'rvey of the conditions_ in Calcutta and the 
surrounding industrial arens revenled, in so far ns it Was possible 
tO ma~e any general statement£. that-

(a) there was not much trouble in obtaining four and eight 
anna. coins; 



'(b}· the supply of two and one anmi piece~ "·as !:!till subnormal 
but not so acute; 

(0) half anna pieceS were acutul_y short in some o,reas, leEs so 
in others; 

(d) quarter annn pieces were. almost unobtainable. 

The Chamber did not feel qualified the coin.q were 
· rroin,. an'd -whei11el' 'they were still beii)g to any appreciable 
. ~::d~;t, bu'o ihe latt:er seemed the most likely rea£On for the shortage. 

Post-War Internatio_nal Exchang~ Plans.-Tbe 
Chamber Committee, in consultat-ion with their Finance Sub­
Corrimittee, tarisidereCI the following pamphlets which the Finance 
Department of the Government of India bad issued : 

(1) The J3ritish ~ovelTlment "Pi·opoF.als for an International 
Clearing Union"; 

(:2) 'l'he United States "Proposal for a United and Associated 
.Nations Stabilisation Fund"; 

· (3) "T~~ a~1e%~~~at~;~~f ::~f::~~~~ ~;io~~J.~adian Experts C 

INDUSTRIAL. 

Bill for Compulsory ·Recognlti,on >Of Trad~ 
Unions.-.Rcference >Yns made in tbe 1H12 repm'f to the joint 
views of the Chamber anrl the Employers Federation of India. 011 
-vieWs of the ·Chamber and the Eastern India Committee of 
Employers Federation of India on Government's proposal to amend 

!~~~t~~~-i~~ !~i~~a~~l~~n Act of Hl2G i? indudc recognition" in 

IT! November of the year 1.mder reYiew a fresh Draft B1ll )mown 
as .the Indian Trru:19 Unio~ Amendment Bill, 1943, which \Yas 
fundamentally on the line<; of 't-he propo<:e(! le~islation irl J942, was 

·introduced in the Ct>ntral Assembly and circulated for opinion.-- n 
has since been under the consideration of tlm IndustrinJ A:!Irdrs 

. ~ub-Co~n;J.~t~.ee of tl1c _Chamber in com,nltation wi·t.)l_ 0mp1oying 
mterest; generally and Jt seems cl0ar that· the Bill is nnacceptable. 
The first and main objection is to the whole theory of compulsory 

I 
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Canteens for Works: Exemptions unde1• Section 8 
of the Factories Act,_ 1934.-The Government of Bcngrrl 
informed the Chamber early in t.he year thnt it wonlil he 
ndvrmhlgeom, if, when the pnblirations of the exemptions allowed 
lmcler Section 8 of the Factories Art i.fomed, rrn mnwmwecoenf 
Wfl.'l made of the nmenitics which employe1·~ 

mitigate the longer honrR l'C(jnirecl from 
nmcnities, it. \Ya~ sng-gested tl1at 

fo provirlP menls nnrl oll1er refreshments 
hours. TJater in tile yrar !he Rllbject was 

Government. wi;th Emplo~'C>rs ARsociat.ion~­
grounds of possible emergency Etnd t.he 
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Settlement of in{iush·ial labour djsnuf.e: 
Administration .of Rul·e SlA of tbe Defence of India 
Rules.-'J'he Ohnmhcr hrts tbron!!lwnt tl1e ~·ear l1:Hl nnfler 
ilis0nsRion with 1-hr Gowrnment of Benrrnl the 1111esf.ion of th~ 
enforcement of Tinlc SJA of i.l1e DefrnrP of Tnf!ia Rnle" which 
relrlfcs to strikE's nnrl fllP sef.tlmnenl' of lnlxmr rli~p11les. Tn ~l!is 
('Olllwetion Government (lrew tl1e Cl1nmh0r\ nHcmtion i.o ~-l1e 
Onlcr m:Hle hv ih:- C0ntrnl nnrler lhis n1le reqniring 

["ivr 11- flay:. pl:twirm" 
connection wit.l1 nny 

-< 1or 
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Art in Industry.-.'J'Iw 
wrrs hol<l in OalcllUrt in .Tnnnury. 

oonnf.ry; 

r 
r 
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MUNICIPAL. 

Traffic Advisory Board.-'11he 
on tho Tniffic Advisory Donrd took up nL 
on the 25t.h Augn_o.(. t,he following points, 
the Chamber reqllircd fmlhrr consideration:-

(]) C01!9ctlion al. tl•c Norllr end of C/wwrinylrl'l'-

Thn poRitinn rcg:trding- the srlwme 1.o improve congP~Iiou at thi,<J ])(lint. 

(2) Milil,ru traffic-

(a.) Usc of hcndlig'nt• hy mililnry vchieks, 

'rhes(~ points were denlt. wit.ll as followH :-

1') 

I io5 ) 

A J"nrt.her meeting wus Iwlrl in December and the Board .wae. 
of opinion that (1) !.he present kaffic arrangements in the vicinity 
of the (heat. Eust.ern Ro!.el shol1ld continue ns an experimental 
measnre (2) ·l·lJe "One wav traffic" scheme for Meredith Street 
\YUs sn.tisfactor.v nncl should. be continnecl, (3) Lighting restrictions 
on mot-or Yehicles shonld be relaxed to sOme extent to a.void the 
flanger or ·acciflents dne to ~he further curtailment of street lighting 
and the blinding effect of strong headlights used by military vehicles. 
In this r-onneetion it was pOinted out tha.t t.he headlight musks 
used in Englund ga''e more light than those in Calcutta.. The point 
was stressGd on behalf of the Chamber, whose repre~cntntive said 
that civililtn vehicles should be permitted to use headlights as strong 
as those in I me by the militnry. 

1hesc dews should be brought to the notice 
a recommenda-tion that the L'ighting 

be amended to permit of better driving 

Obstuction to Traffic by Beggars and Vendors.-In 
llH'l Cilatnbnr drew thP dtcnlion of the Commissioner of 

to f.he rlir(. anrl in('onvenience r~anscd hy t.he recent increase 
and vendors in the Clive Stl'Oet Area, and while 
the diffmltics of the police in dealing with thi.t:, problem 
hopr(l that. f'tPps would be taken to keep the nuisance 

rer.souable limits especially during rush lwurs. l'he 

312$4Mi, ilbL!P.\'!1 Hi 
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Chamber was informed that these objections would receive 
attention. 

Malal·ia in the Calcutta Area.-ln November the 
· increase in malarial infection among the sta~ and work people of 

a member fit'm had reached such high proportiOn,. that the Chamber 
was mged to approach the authorities con~erned wit.h t.he health 
of the city, and ask them to take every posstbl_e measure to combat 
the spread o£ the infection. Bcfo:·e takmg this ste~, the Cham~er 
asked member_o, by Circuhn: No. 142/1943 to furms~ i-h_em_ With 
information on their expenences of mcreased malana.! tnctdence 
n.mong the people in their emJJloy and :vith statistical da~a wherever 
possible. 'l'he facts and figures supplled by members m re.~ponse 
to the Chambers request have since been collated a-nd incorporated 
in an addres::1 to t.he Health Authorities on tbi~. matteT. 

'MISCELLANEOUS. 

Authority to sigll receipts and take payments.-In 
July The Chamber took up with the Accounta-nt-Genera] a practice 
which had recently become more noticeable, presumably owing to 
the larger volume of lmo.iness under war conditions, 
between Government Departments on one hand and commercial 
and industrial concerns on the other, namely of demands being 
made on the supplier of goods for the submission of registered 
Powers .of Attorney authorising individual members or employees 
of the suppyling firm to sign receipts and receive payment on behalf 
of the firm. 

members 
or Jetter 

discharge for 
commercial interests, 

·~······~···""'""'"''""'concerned would adopt. 
method of payment by 

post or otherwise to the 
on the part of contractors 

with Government-for 
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The conclusions reacheil by the Chnmhrr were 
· was necessary with regard to Special Crlebration 

Negotiable I~strumcnts Act holidays a~. observed by 



( 108 ) ( 100 ) 

Chain bet Finance: Increase of members' and 
attached Associati-ons' ContributioriS.-At. t·he begim1i1ig 
of tlJe J'ea.r the C6imnHtee of tlw Chamber hnd to _gi-ve seriour:: 
eonsiclernbion to the- Chamber's finahcinl posil-ion following 
lho deficits in 1,he reYenue o[ Rs. 39,000 in 1041 
Hs. R7,200 in ]942- tlnd deficit of almot-t. one lnkh 

for 1~43. It was i-hc deficits were due a-lmost 
t.o the increased costs caused bv tl1e wnr and Umt tl1e 

incre;u:c (a) the _;,nhscriptions of memhcn' 
and other fees pain by the Aflsocialiuns and 

connected with Hw Chn.mber to cxl-ent-
cst.imat·E>(l defieit--for 1\J43. 

F!Ol"feiture of -employers' contributions to 
recognised prQvident funds.-'rhe rnles o! most. comfrw1·cial 
Jlrovident fund<;. recogniserl under the_ liJclin.n Incotnc Tax Act, 
ordinarily include a provi~ion which, thougl1 vnriously worded. j, 

the ell'cct that "a memher >Yho is dismissed from ll1c .~ervice of 
on the ground of mifwonducl" shall he entitlcrl on]~· 

subserihed bv him, wiU1 i'nterefll- -t.hereon, aml P.hnll 
to tl1e cOn-t-rihutioils of the employer :n)d the 

~;tnllcling lo lhc enulit uf Snl'h llll'!Uhei' in the hooks 

Consequent upon the staff desertions that took place 
the Chrie-tmns 1942 and subseq_t1ent air-mid:::, the quest.ion aro:::e 
whether, Jor t-he purposes of tl1c nbove rule, obsenteeism witl1oul 
Je~Y(' <::onld proporly be h·eated a;; miMondud. 

opinion of the Clw.mber'f' Solicitors the (jnest-ion 
word misconduct which they interpreted to 

employee wHhont Ieove or adpqnate renson. 
raicls there appeared no ob.~-t-ncle to an 

to whrk unleo:s trnnsport n-rnma;ements werf' 
absence of tho-t i'eilRon an ·flmplov~e shonl(l r~tm-n to 

wn:o gniltv of "mi~;condnct" imd rmbject to dismis.~-al if 
to rlO so: Tn that {'Vent he was only entitled t.o 
contributions to the fuad ilRd infterest thereOn. 
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In the case of an employee not beinl! dismis~ed for sueh default 
but subsequently resigning, it wns tl~e Soli~ito;s' opinio~ t~nt tht> 
employer mt.!!h:t: be said to have wniYed hts rtght to dJsm1ss t.he 
employee. Therefore dismissals for failure to return t.o ~·m·k after 
n-ir raids should not be delnred t-o prevent. nny case hemg mnc1e 
that the employer l1ns waived hi-;: right. to do so and l1ns impliedly 
given lenve of absence. 

The correr:ponden~e on this r:nhied wn!'l iRSnt>il. to memhE:'r~ of 
'the Chamber wif.IJ circulnr No. 24-Hl48 of the 23rd Fehnmry. 

Reco~roise'd Provident Funds: Let.ten of 
nomination; :payment of deceased memb~:t>s' claJms. 
-The legal oninion ohtninf'd hv thf' Chnmh{'l' tn (']nvify 
the pol'lition of Tmstee!'l of Provident. Funds who mnkf' pnTinrnts 
in nccorilance wit.h letterR of nnminntion. hv thf' expres.,ed w;!ill 
of the deceased, was publisheil in the Hl42 Report. 

T11f' Cl1amber Committee informea t.he Associate({ Chnmbrr" 
-who nlso hnd the mnUer 1mder consiilerntion-thnt tht>v fnvonreil 
a cn;:e heing Rubmitterl to the Central Rorml of Reven~1(' on tl1e 
lines indicnterl b,• their solicitors, hut that if the maiodtv of tl1c 
constituent Chnn1hrrs were opposerl to takin!! nn-v nCti0n. fht> 
existing f!Oflition shonld l)e e~plnined nt=: rlem·ly flfl llf'S"iblt> to 
memh£'l'F·. Tbofle concerneil mi,!!'ht t.l1en tnke st~pfl to ilelete f,·mn 
the 'Proviclent Fnnfl Rule~ nnv refM"enec to "nnminntirm" nnleso: 
the Trustees were prepared· to carry the smnll risk involved. 

St.anda1·disation of Weights & •'Measures.-Mr .. T. E. 
Orili!::h of Me!lsrs. Geor!!e B'enfle"rson & Co .. TJtd .. l1m~ been 
nnpointef! to ,.,erve on a Special Committee Ret np by the Commf'l'Ce 
Department. of the Go;oemment. of Bengnl to advi11e on thf' ouer.:tion 
of the ."-tnn.:lnrilisntion of weirrhts and measurer.: in the Provinf'e. 
The Committee i;: f'OffitlO;:ed of exnert eeonomic memben: pre!liilefl 
0YE'r by ProfessorS. N. Bose of tl1e naccn University. 

. Payment of B:llls through ColiMt.ing Sircars.~In 
t.he reference made ~o. thir.: rrne;:tion in the 1942 Report mention 
was made o.f the nrtoptJon by the llla~t. Indian Railway: the Bengnl' 
Nagpur Rallwn:o.' Co:, .Lil. a.nd the Bengal and A~sam Rnil~·ny of 
the .system of ~endmg crossed cheque.~. hy post or mef':sencre~ in 
payment. of bill~ nnil that memher!=. were' nf"ked to £'o~~per;te hy 
despntdung J'('Celpt!=. regularly nnd expedit.iously. 

~l!e G:nernl ·r.fnnarrer of the East Indian 'Rnilwn-v nnrl t.be 
AdmmJ~~:rnf:;o_n of t.he Bengnl Na,!!llur Rnilwny hnve ~ivPn the 

,Cham.ber ~{rllsfactory renorts on · the smoot.h wotkin~ n-f thifl 
.expe;!m<>n~al R~•f':tem and are of the view that, if present conclitions 
contmue, It :will became a standing practice;. 
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Freon Gas· f'Or air conditioning plants.-In August 
some unxiet.y existed in connection with an order is~ued by the 
Controller of Chemicals prohibiting the use of any further supplies 
of Freqn Gas for so-crtlled ''comfm·t c9oling'' in offices. As the 
re~-.ult of enquiries made tl1rough the Munitions P1-oduction 
Advisory Commit.tee, it was ascertained .that the order in question 
la.id dowl} merely tlmt supplies imported would not be inm·eased 
aboYe previous Je,·els and that therefore civilian 1·equirements would 
be catered to1· in 1944, ·unles~ some ullfor'le'Seen demand Was made 
for Military 'nnt Defence requirements. Supplies, it was stated', 
had been ordered wJiich should meet both priority and civilian 
needs and chould be received well in ndnLUce of the 1944 hot 
weather season. 

Transport vehicles: Maintenance of Log Books.­
A system f01~ the maintenance of petl'Ol log books introduced by 
the Local Government in the com·se of the year wa~. brought to 
members' notice by the Chamber in Circular No. 85/1943. i[ts 
application included all owners of transport vehicles and those 
owners of other vehicles employed by Government or a. public body 
and was to include entries of the destination and length of journeys 
with the quantity of motor spirit issued in each caoo. The Ioi 
books are open to inspection by Tmnsport Inspectors and any 
Police Officer of or above the rank of inspector with a view to 
checking unauthorised journeys and unneces~.ary consumption of 
petrol. 

Wooden cases used in packing goods.-Reports were 
receiveil from Australia through the Depart.ment of Commercial 
Intelligence & Statistics that wooden cases used for packing goods 
exported f1-om India· were sometimes found to be infected with 
!iye borer. Tl1eir special treatmen't, in accordn.nce with the 
Qnnmntine (Plants) Regula.tions of the Commonwealth 
Government, had involved delay in clearance and additional 
expenditure. 

The Department o~ Commercial Intelligence and Statistics 
wished to empl1asise the importance of making cases borer~free 
before packing goods for shipment f-o Australia. In one ease 
reported to the Department it was !mown that goods were packed 
in borer-free cases, but on nrriYal in Australia· they were found to 
be henvily infected. This migh't haye been due either to ineffective 
treatment or to delay in the shipment of goods after treatment of 
thE_! ea.~es, which t•esulted in their re-infestation. 

Members concornefl wi'th tl1c exporb of ~roods to Australia. were 
therefore nsked to see tbat cnses were effectively trented, and that 
shipments were made as soon as possible ~liter such treatment. 
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Export of pie'ceg,oods to Mauritius·: Certification 
of inv·oices.-~'he Chamber has agreed Io certify invoices 
c.ovel'ing the of piecegoods t.o :Mauritiu€, in uccordiJ,.uce with 
~t pwposal th_? Government of India., De1mrtment. of 
Commerce, Government of ~Iauritius, which ·was 
ch·culateil td Chambers by the Aomociater1 Chambers 
in August. 

Dacca Univer-si:ty Appointment Advis-ory Board .. .,----. 
In cir.cul_nr No. 84-UJ43 ol' the 15t-h July, t.hose members who had 
recruited employees through t.be Daeca University Appointment 
Advisory Board, or who o~hcrwise had employed Daccl1 Universit}' 
grndnat.es were asked to communicate to the Chamber t-heir 
experience and comment?. on the standard of service. The views 
thus· acquired were ·forwarded to the Unh·er.~.ity Appointment 
Advisory Borrrd for information. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

CrrAi\JBRn lVlm.rmms: 

Associated Ins!mment l\Ianufrrdm·ers (\Vorlrshop~·), T.Ad. 

Messrs. i\ tlanti.~. (East.), Lcl. 

Bengal Chemical &. PlmJ·maceut.ical \Vorks, JJrl. 

Messrs. BiLnmcn Emulsions (Tndia), Lcl. 

Henry S. Clark & Co. 

Albert David, Ltd. 

JT. Harley &. Co. 

D. J. Keymer & Co., JJtd. 

Machiue Tools (Inrlia), JJd. 

Manton & Co. 

1Iollors (InrliH), J..Jrl. 

AssoCJA'I'R l\'lmmRRs: 

MesHrR. Caltex (Indi:t), I.~cl. 

French Motor Cn.r Co., T,ld. 

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS. 

Chamber.~rl'hc reclnctinn in the cn.pitn.l of J.lJO Clmmbm· in 

1043 amo1mts to Rs. 4-4,780-2-4. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce rlcftei(; . RrL 3fi,277 6 7 

Royal Rxchrtng(; ddicit 9,508 11 9 

Dctluc!.ion R!'·. 44,786 2 4 
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The corresponding figures for 1042 were :-

Bengal Chamber of Commerce deficit . Rs. 79,362 12 8 

Roynl Exclinnge deficit 7,829 1 5 

Deduction Ro. 87,191 14 1 

The Income and Exllenditure for 1942 and 1943 are as 

follows:-

Income:-

1\fembees' subscriptions 
·Monthly contributions 
Arbitration lees 
Cet'tificntes of Origin ... 
Interest upd rent received, less 

paifl for ta."tes, repn.irs and 
electric charges ... 

Strike Certificate fees ... 
Profit on re·Ynluntion of inYest­

ment~. 

Expcndit.11Te :­
Establishment­

(a) Cnnent 
(b) Pensions 

Print.ing ·and Stat.ionery 
Depreciation 
Sundries 
Legal churges 
Prices current ... . .. 

· Conkibution to Provident Fnnd 
Reserve for Income-tax 

Cluunber Reventte 
Los.& on snle 'of foodst-uffs 

Deficit 

r;-----

1942 
Rs. 75,525 
" 2,63,764 

36,988 
6,220 

10,371 
315 

3,879 

Rs. 3·,97 ,062 

1912 
Rs. 3,10,6()\) 

34,498 
15,401 
21,002 
30,631 
6,256 

575 
26,034 

31,359 

Rs. 4,76,425 
79,363 

n •.. 3,97,062 

1943 
1,06,550 
3,57,657 

35,242 
4,250 

9,070 
120 

3,524 

5,17,313 

1943 
3,43,529 

31,446 
12,964 
21,419 
35,423 
1,193 

559 
27,312 

41,211 
37,534 

5,52,590 
35,277 

5,17,313 
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.Royal Exohange.--The deficit for 1943 is Rs. 9,500-11-{l 
against the deficit of Rs. 7,8:39-1-5 for 1942. 

1942 
Income:-

Entrance fees Rs. 72 
25,461 

525 
Subscriptions 
Sale of Telephone 'l'ieket Books 

FJa:pcnditure :-­
Rent 
Contribution to ChambPl" 
F....r:.f.nblishment 
Restumnnt TJicense. 
Books and Newspaper.'! 
Sundtiel:l 

Deficit 

Rs. 26,058 

Rs. 12,000 
6,000 
8,576 

100 
1,403 
5,808 

Rs. 33,887 
7,829 

Rs. 26,058 

1943 

63 
25,100 

545 

25,708 

12,000 
6,000 

10,204 
100 

1,894 
5,518 

35,216 
9,508 

25,708 

D. C. FAIRBAIRN, 
Strrflfar!f. 

J. H. BURDER, 
President. 

Calcutta, the 18th Fcbrua~J 1944. 

SlJlNDRY REFERENCES. 

A. R. P. : Government Control over factori~. 
A. B. P.: Identity Di.rc. 
A. R. P. : Propagrmdn. Vnns. 
A. R. 1~.: Trs..Her Pump Station. 
A. R. P. : First-nid ~mining for women. 
A. R. P.: Insl.ruct.ionnl wall charts fllit trenches. 
A. R. P.: Mnhml Aid Scf1eme. . 
Al'ITIOill'{'d Vehicles (Tnternnl) Securitv Fund. 
All-Tn(lin Red Cross 'Week. · 
AlloC'ntion of coal wng:ons to smnll industries-Not on lhe priority 

list. 
Acquisitions of the telephone .<:ystem by the Goyernment of ]ndia. 

Bengal Cent ml Tie>lirf Fnnt~ for llte distressctl nnd the destitute. 
Rengnl FnC't.oricg (ExC'mplion) Rules, 1943. · 
Ben..,.nl Roiler Attendant>~ Rules. 1940-Draft Amendments. 
Bengal Sugnr Licensing Or<ler, 194.3, 
Burma Finance Ad, 1943. 

'I 

,, 
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Dis(:Oill'ngcmcni' 'of loJJg-llisl.nnc:o (.rnwl h:v mil. 

Navv, Arnrv ,v Air Force. 

h1 hooking io T-Towrnh. 

Fnc!orics nonJ,rol of 'Prorlnction Order. 1!112. 

Mines Mnferni~.Y Brmc/1!, R11lcs, 1!)~3. 

Nntional scrvirfl·-Ticlca.~.e of prrsnns fmm miliinrv service. 

"f 
or S11Spcnsion of work 

n~nrions L(lfl.llS (~engnl Amendment) Bill, 1!140. 

\:Vcathcr working <lrry11. 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Secretarial Department-General. 

(l) Balance Sheet as at 3lst December !943. 

{2) Revenue Account for the year ended 3Jst December 

!943. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(8EORETARIAL 

Incorpor-ated as a Company under section 26 

BALANCE SHEET as 

OAPI1'AL ANI> LIABILI'l'JJ~S. 

0AP1TAI, ACCOUNT-

Re. j A~. P, Rs, As. p, 

BnJanoe "t I at ,Jarmary uq:~ 
6,92,958 G g 

35,277 (l 7 -----
Le8s-R~ynll~xehnnge rlclioit 

0,57,681 0 2 

9,508 li !I 
----!1,48,1'12 4 fi 

LIIAN-UNSF.CURED-

Im~;:~~~t ~~:nn~f .!ndia-O~:rdrnft 
85,434 8 10 

LiAmr.tTIF.s-

243 IIi 
1,247 6 
2,227 4 
2,!l68 0 

000 0 
513 0 

4,250 5 
526 ' '" 10 

800 0 
1,503 .. 

341 u 
1.6!G 7 

17,182 s a 
PnOVJlllON FOJt TAX,\TION 

37,261 11 0 

Depo"ihfnrArbilrnlionon•e.s 
BIIIlgo.Ill'loo·l RoliefFund ••• 
Bungn\ Contrnl Relief lrnud ::: 

47,(,08 0 0 

.•. Iii,~~ ~ 8 

OnrriedrJ\'er -··f"·'" __ ~j_o,,,,,.,,f, 

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DEPARTMENT). 

119 I 

of the Indian Companies Act, 1882. 

at Slst December 1948. 

J'ROI'Eit'J'Y AND A::l!;Wl'R. 

Ro\'Ar, ExcJlAfW}: nll!J,J>Il'W AT 00.\IT ... 6,02,166 12 p 

J.e•~-Ueprecintirm t'l<lalc ... .. :1,89,21{; IIi j 

J•'llUNITOl\E AND FlTTJNrlS loT (,~JST TO 31~T --- ~- :!,l\l,!l;;O 
13 2 

nr.o~:~tmm 1!142 ••• l,22,1ii'>5 s 2 

Ad<lition~ <h•l'iw; the yt3r nt co~! ~70 4 0 

(,2:1,120 12 2 

liO 0 11 

1,2:1,075 12 2 

Le;V~-Bcpr~<!intiontu•lnlc 1,22,!lj/l 12 2 
100 0 0 

LIHRAlll' AND J.'IOT!lltl~S AT OUST 42,S20 I 5 

Le8a-Ucprccin.tion to<lntc 42,720 J ~ 

----~ 
lSTAllJIARD WRIO/ITB, 1.h;AS!1J<l':~ ANIJ Tt:ST 

100 0 0 

AI'I'MANCI'.SAT CfJST 4,577 fi 0 

4,029 J1 11 
-----

INSI'AI.T.ATION 0}' J~f,[XJTIITU AND SANTTAUY 
li4i ll 1 

"'oUIISA'l'COS1' '" 1,20,997 8 !I 

I.e~B-Doprecln.tion todfllc ... 1,2U,Sf•7 8 fl 
HIO 0 0 

AIR 0nNDITIONUW J'J.ANT A'l' OUST TO 3\S'l' 
nr.cr.~1D1m I!J-1:! 25,189 10 0 

Additions during thi! rcnr nL co~t 2\Jii 14 0 

21i.4SU 8 0 
J.ess-!Jepr~cintion todnte !l,ti!JI 8 1 

!),:~~ ~ ~ 
lli,r.93 15 11 

Le88-DcprccinLion1odnW ·-
;:1,038 li 8 

9,2118 1 0 
6,249 11 4 

... .;:«:343-a/Jo 
--~~-----~~~-'----'---'-----''--------'---'--

C'"'rricdovor 

I' 
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B.ENGAI. ~HAMBER 0~ 
(SJWHR'.l'ARrAT, 

Incorporated ns n Compnny under section 26 

BALANCE S,I!EE'l' as 

OTI~I\1~ Fl;-;AN111~~crmlrl. HH, !.11~. 1'.. R~. I A11. P, 

JlrCJII).:hl. fonrl!nl ... !JS,!J@ 4 U 7,:1R,0.11 0 

1Jwo•n~ 'J'nx 3!,01Jii 11 0 
l'o"L Ollie<' ~•winr:~ llr·p<,;il 417 U 0 

:n,GH • 0 

11,100 0 0 

7,:;1o o o 

IJ,IJ(IK II II 
----1,18,1i~l2 3 !l 

TOTAl. its, 
... 1 - \ .. -'""·""'--.;' ---------------~--J~---------

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DrU'AR'l'liiENT). 
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of the Indian Oompn.nlcR .Act 1882. 

at 31st December 194,1. 

JlrougHfnrwnrd 
..I Un, !\" P. ({H, 'II,, I]', 

_ ••. 5,4·1,:1.;31 :1 1 HI 

'8,100 , 0 1 
/Jr;u~Jml1:1i,\~e;:,:;, ~~:~i'l!!~-1.1 (ir:>HI~fJI:~~JCJl)-

J lu~-m~{ nrl,;}'~~~e~'~:,~hnn !:", {:~n t d lmt io~:, 

1NVJ~H1'Mm1TH Ill G<IYJ;nN~n:.~T SJ;L'I'H!TIT~~ JL'r 
MAU!IJ:'r \',\I.Ui\TJO;<-

H,Hfl7 J0 0 
----ii7.n7·1 

I ... . ~W,Il!~ (i i ~ 

ltFO. HO,OOOj-4:}.: Ln:uo HIIJO/iO(ft. lJ2;[i.O H9,8.'i0 () 0 
---- ~.lli,li:J7 

... I ... l,i!Si Iii 0 

Umt~cd ~tn111p1< iu luwol 

15,!H!J 0 II 

I 

'l'oTAJ, !<~ . 1- ~;,n.G:J:~I~~ 
-- ~-----------~---'----'-'---'-----

ML 111 .. i4 
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BENGAL CllA1ffiER 01~, ( 123 ) 

COM1fffiRCE, CAT..~currrrA. 
DEP A RT~mN'l'). 

yeal' ended 3ls/. Deemnbel' JD43. 

llo. do. 

rln, 

llo. olo, 

ltHlirttt '1\·n .\l,rl«·l 
Exp,.mion llnunl 

Iudiun 'l'e" J,icett• 

P. Hs. I As. r. 

I,O!i,f>GO 0 

I 

Aitt~ l'm111ni~lco .. 27,9Pfi 0 0 

llo, C11.lcu\.l" J,incr• 
Confer<!llC\' li'i.!WG 0 0 

,J. II. BUR!Jlm., 
Pre.<idc,t. 

J\, \\'. ,\1JMLING, 
T'ico·l'•c.•irle"l. 

D.O. FA!Hlli\lf{;-," 
Sc<'t"cl<lTU 

:1,60,!l0i 

n H. HAIJUOW, 

'~~· J~·c!t~\11\~:I'O:-<g, 
R. B J .. AGili•;N, 
F. C. flUTllltl]<; 
r<. ll. illOH'l'ON. 
W, 'l'. 0. l'AHIOW, 

0 0 

6,8!!5 12 4 

I 
IJO,SIJO! 0 

)"""'"""! "' Cammitlea. 

au; _co_;_ 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1944-45 

Preshlent: 

MR. K. \V. MEALING, 

Messrs; Andrew Yule & Co., Ld. 

l'ioc.-Prcsidcnt: 

1vin. R. B. LAonEN, o.B.E., :l.t.c., 
l\Iessrs. l\:IcLcoc1 & Co., I1d, 

Members: 

THE HoN'nm ?.In. J. H. BunnER, 
illessrs. Jqrdine Skinner & Co. 

Sm HARRY BURN, 

Imperipl Chemical Inllustries (India), Ld. 

i\fu. •r. 8. GMDSTONE, 

1\fessrs. Gillundcrs Arhutlmol & Co. 

MR. F". C. GuTHnm, 

Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Lcl. 

SIR BENWTOK HAD DOW, 

Messrs. Mackinnon Mackem;ie & Co. 

Srn G.EonnE l\follTON, o.n.Il., M.c., 

Messrs. Birrl &. Co. an 1l F. W. I-leilgers & Co. 

MR. \V. T. C. PAmmn, 
JJloyUr; Bunk Lfl. 

$! 

l 
t 

1 

MEMBERS 

OF THE 

BENGALCHAMBEROFCOMMERCE 
Chamber Members. 
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Co., J_)d, 



Jewell Filter Co., Ld. 
IVan Jones, Ld. 
J. :D. Jones & Co. 

(128} 

Jost's Engineering Co., Ld. 

Kettlewell, Bullen & Co., Ld. 
Keymer, Bagshaw& & Co., Ld. 
D. J. Keymer & Co., Ld. 
Kilburn & Co. 
King Brothers. 

La.ndnle & Clark, Ld. 
Landnle & Mo~gan. 
Latex Trea-tments, Ld. 
Prawn :Ifu-.sen Lnw & Co. 
. Lever Brothers (India), r ... a. 
Lewis & Tylor, Ld. 
Lipton, Ld. 
Liverpool & J.Jondon & Globe Insurance Co., J.d. 
J.Jloyds Bank, Ld. . 
London & Lancashire Fh·e Insurance Co., J ... d. 
J .. ongmans, Green & Co. 
Lovelock & Lewes. 
James Luke & Sons. 
LynlJ. !I:Inrsball & Co. 
Lyo~H· (India), hl. 

1\fncfar!une & Co., L£1. 
'M nckenzie JJyall & Co. 
. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & C.o. 
Mackintosh, Bnrn, Ld. 
Macneill & Co. 
A. & J. ~fain & Co., Ld. 
A. M.· :M"nir & Co. 
Manton & Co. 
Marshall Sons & Co. (Jnclin), Ld. 
1\f al'tin &. Co. 
Martin & Hn1Tis. 
:Mather & Platt, JJd: 
May & Baker (India), Lcl. 
McGt·egor & Balfour, J..~d. 
McLeod & Co. 
McLeod & Co., TJd. 
Mercantile Bank of India, JJcl. 
Metal l3ox Co. of India, Ld, 
D. !J, Millar & Co., LiL 
Moller~ (Jnain), Ld. 
Moran & Co., Ld. 

.< w r 
Morgan, Walker & Co. 
Mytton, Wallace & Co. 

National Bank of Indi~~:, Ld. 
New Zealand Insumnce Co., Ld. 
Nm·mans, Raea & Co. 
North J3ritish & Mercantile Insurance Co., Ld, 
NortlJern Assurance Co., Ld. 
J, B. Norton & Sons, Ld. 

Stanley Oakes & Co. 
Ocean Accident & Guarantee Corporation, Ld. 
Oriental Gas Co., Ld. 
Orr, Dignam & Co. 
F. & C. Osler, Ld . 
Oudh & Tirbu~ Rnilw1ty. 
Parn· & Co., Ld. 
Joh~ Paterson & Co. (India), Ld. 
Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. 
Pigot.t, Chapman & Co. 
Pinchin. Johnson & Co., Ld. 
Place, Siddons & Gough. 
Plantet·.s' Stores & Agency Company, Ld. 
Plummer Brothers & Co. 
Price, \Yaterhouse, Peat & Co. 

Rnlli Brot.hers, Ld. 
l;ta.mdutt, Ramkissendass. 
Reed, \Vard & Co. 
Rivm·s Steam Na,•igation Co., Ld . 
Roberts, McJJeall & Co., Ld. · 
Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation. 
Hoyal Insumnce Co., Ld. 

Sandersone & Morgans. 
David Bassoon & Co., Ld. 
M. A. Bassoon & Sons, Ld. 
Saxby 8 Farmer (India), Ld. 
Scott & Saxby, Ld. 
Scottish Union & National Insurance Co. 
Ramchand Seal & Co. 
Sewaram, Ka.luram. 
Shalimar Paint, Colour & Virniah Co., Ld. 
Shaw, Wallace & Co. 
A. J. Shellim & Co. 
Shimwe11 & Brother {Calcnttn), Ld. 
R. Sim & Co., Ld. 
Sinclair & Co. 



( 1110 

Sinclair, Murray & Co., Ld. 
Smith, Stanistreet & Co., Ld. 
South British Insurance Co., Ld. 
Spencer & Co., Ld. 
Standard Brands, Ld. 
Standard Life Ass.urance Co., Ld. 
The Statesman, Ld. 
Steel B;·others & Co., Ld. 
Octavius Steel & Co., Ld. 
R. Steel & Co., Ld. 
Stewart~ & Lloyds of India, Ld. 
J. Stone & Co., Ld. 

Talbot & Co. 
W. H. Targett & Co., (Capita[), 
Tata Iron & Steel Co., Ld. 
J. 'l'homas & Co. 
John Thomson \Volverhampton (India), Ld. 
T, E. Thomson & Co., Ld. 
Turner, Morrison &'Co., Ld. 

Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ld. 

Valvoline Oil Co. 
Villiers,Ld. 

C. C. Wakefield & Co., Ld. 
D. Waldie & Co. 
Walford Transport, Ld. 
W. J. \Valker & Co. 
Wiggins Teape and Alex Pirie (Export), Ld. 
Williamson, Magar & Co. 
Worthington~Simpson, Ld. 

Andrew Yule & Co. 
Andrew Yule & Co., Ld. 

Associate Members. 
Armco (India), I.d. 
BattL Shoe Co,, I..~ d. 
Caltex (India), Ld. 
Clegg, Cruickshank & Co., Ld. 
East A3iatic Co., Ld. (Calcutta Agency). 
French Motor Car Co., Ld. 
G. & M. Fogt. 
Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co. (India), Ld. 
Ludlow Jute Co., Ld. 
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Nation-al Carbon Co. (India), Ld. 
Nederland Steam Xavigation Co. 
Nederlamli.Ech Indisch Handelsbank. 
NeJtle and Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk (Export) Co., Ld. 
Netherlands Trnding Society. 
S. IL _[I_ Ball Bearing Co., Ld. 
Standard- Vacuum Oil Co. 
Volkart Brot.hcrs-. 
\Vastem TndilL Match Co., Ld. 

Honorary Member. 
1\Ir. George 11forgan, c.I.E., t.LL.A. 

... 
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CHAMBER RULil\lGS. 

TNDllX. 

No. 
Agent-Phonld ret.urn discount. on insurance to constituents . (I 

Broker-general liability 11 
Cargo-ship in position t.o give notkr of rl'adincsa for out.warJ 
Discounf.-Agcnt to return discOunt. on insurance to conHWucnts 
Holidaya-ns io the fixing of 
Insurance-discount on, lo 
Inwnrd Jlrcighl-definition 
.lute 1·Iarl>s-value of 

by rtgcnt. to constituent!' 

Lay~drrys-nndcr Coal Chnrlerfi-St.eamers 

r_J~y-days count under certain conditiolls while vessel if:\ in tho 
st.ream 

Liability (general) BrokerA 

10 

I~ 

2 
11 

!lfcrcnntile contract.s-Sundays awl Cl1.1rtcr-Party Holidays in 
relation to 12 

Ocean freights-Rate of cxclwngc for payment of. 
rort limits-definition or 
Rate of exchange for payment of ocean frcigh!,o; 
Running dnys-rlefinition of 

Snlt-Tnrlian mannrl used for weighmrmt of 

Rhipmcnt-warehoming at. jet tie11 docs not constitute 11 
Shipment nt Diamond Harbour-to be deemed nnrl accepted 

ns Onlcultu Rhipmcnt 

14 

14 

Steamers' TJn}"-dnys under Coni Chnrknl ]13 

Sundays and Charler-Purly Holidnya in rclnlion to mercanti;~ 
wntmcJa 12 

Working dnya of the Port . 4 

·when 
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CHAMBER RULINGS. 

lmme and one-third in 
tlJCIH1[ "tho freighT, 

being nothing to 
count while a vessel 

"''""'IOO'·l'octy, lal'­
rendy 
cargo 

Jf a vessel cntrn; nt a Cm;t.om on, say, 
tl1e 1st of n month lny-dnys of readi-
ness is gi1·eu. .lr she cntcrH comrnenC't' 
on the morning of the 3rd. 

N<Jlico of readincsf! before inward entry of a vcf!sr! at thl! 
Cn!ilom Homw is not a proper notice. 

NoTJl :-This rti/inq does uot apply tn 11oal charl.crs. 
a 

An ugeut. shonld return to l1is coustit.uents nny disr.{)tmts 
allowed on insllranco. 

4 

"Running daya" n1eans r;;rery dny without exception or 
rxdt1f!ion. 

'~Working days" cxclnrle Sundays, ChristmnB Day, Good 
Friday nnd such gazetted public holidays as may be declared by !.he 
!Scngal Chamber of Commerce ns holidays recognio;c(] by tl10 Cham­
ber unrlcr Chnrter Parties and Shipping Orders. 

"\:Yca.ther working Uays": 'rho Committee of the Chamber 
"-'ill, in ~owmltuf.ion with the Collccl.oJ· of Cnsioms, rlcoido whn.t mny 
or may not bo considered n, weather worlcing day. · 

After a vessel goes on <lcmurrnge, all t.imc counts. 

X om :-Holidaus arc now derlared in Dect:!!h/Jer oj cacil year by 
the Chamber, as under Shippill!f Orders and cJiwrrcr 
Parties aecorrlina to tile custom of the port. 

5 
Thera is no cwotom of lJ,e port wl1ich would rnako warehousirl.<;:: 

nl !he jettiea a Bhipment accordiJig" to the ctlHfom of the port. 

a 
New rules of llflsiness.---Tbe limHs of tlw Port. of CaletJI.ta 

!mvin..,. been extended by a Not.ificnlion of t.he Government or 
Hcn.-r~'!, dated 2·ith .Tunr 1886, whieh cnmc into force on the 10th 
J ulyo 1886 llO ns to include wit.! lin these limits tlJe new petroleum 
dePllt at ]3udge~Bodge, it hns become necessary to frame a rul? of 

-~ 



business which shall meet the special circumstances which ba't'o 
made this extension of the Port nece3sary. 

The _following- rnle. which lws met "With nhnost nn:111imons 
snpp~rt, IS recommendefl by thG Commitf.ce of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce for general adoption :-

"Unless ~~rcified in Ow Chnrter-Pnrty or Shipping Orders, 
ste~mers or $111m~ ves~els crmnot (lernnnd or tl1e consignee to tnke 
delivery of, or fill np cnrgo, except within the limits of the "Port 
as set forth in fl1e 1\~otification of the lSlh At1gnst 187fl of th~ 
Government of Bengal". 

7 

( 1$ ) 

mercial/11 !mown by that denomination, alt1wugh the burer mag 
lwvc bo11gl1t IJy Mmp'lc, or after 1'nspcction of the bulle. 

Expla1wfion.-But if tile contract specifically stales that the 
!Joods, flwugh sold as of a denomination, arc uot warranted 
lobe of tliat denomination, it: no implied warranty. 

The Committee understand, us the invariable custom of the 
jute trade, th:lt a certain rnnrk carries with it, unleas specifically 
contrnctcd for otherwise, a certnin gnnnmtee of quality wit.h a 
reasonable diYergence ruled by crop and period of delivery. 

11 
Genera'/ liability _of BroTwrs.-A reference having been ronde 

by the Iudinn Jute j\[anufacturers' Association '·on the general 
qnestion of the liability or Brokers," the Committee replied-"In 
their opinion a broker is liable to his principals for consequences 
if he does not deliver identical contract;;". 

12 

Sundays and Clwr/cr-Pady Holidays in relation to Mercantilt: 
Contracfs.-Goods falling due for delivery on Sunday or on a 
Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday, must be deli\·ered on the day 
previous to the Sunday or the Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday, 
us the cn3e may be. 

" 13 

Steamers' Lay-days wulcr Coal Charlcr-
(1) A steamer's lay-dnys 

day next following 
notice of readinc:<s to 
cannot be gi•:cn until 
nt the Custom House, and (/;) until slw is within thG 
limits~ of 1hc Port as defined in tbe nmcnded Notifica­
tion No. 18-::Unrinc of 22nd .Tnnunry 192-1 of tbc Gov-

----""_nm_e_n_t of_B_e~noo:_"'_L __ ~--~~---~ 
•on thQ Nortli.-A line drawn due east ncrosa the ril"ct Hooghly from a pillar at 

the southern ~ounJnr\' of McBSrB. D. Waldie U!Hl Compam,•-, 
Cbe1ni~al Worl;a un~ ·Distillery nt 1\onnngnr in tho District· ol 

Pa~~t~ ct'he1 h;iv~~r~~~n~ll~;il:!~~~ r;~·crth1~ I)j~;~i~~ 0~1 1!he ~~ 
I'argnnaa. 

On the Sonth.-A !me dra,vn from o mn~onry pillnr plnced at the moath cf tho 
Hudge-JJudc:•~ ldmt to n ]Hllnr on Om r1ght bnnl: (Howrah side) 
of the rn·criJoo~:h!y beunng uor·h-wcst of the first nnmed pil!nr, 

The JimitR of ti<e Port wc!udcd lo tlw eust am! west of the river Hooghly (a) so 

~:~~~ ~~a~te 11r;v~~r~~ofl:N~ ;" 1{~)_ 1!:1~ ~~~~~~~~ c~~~~~~ffcd" i:r~h;·~~~~ ~~cti'r'i~~~~ b~ h~~~ 
Kidderpore Deck" nnd Hw n<ljomtn:;: \\ori<B c~nstructcd for the pur[l{)SCs of such 
<loel;s; (c) thnt ro:lion of 'l'<Jlly's !>:nl.~ \dlldl hes bctw~cn llnstin~s Drid,;e nnd th~ 
cn!t·anco to I he Ji:Jdtlcrpore Dock Ct~nnl; (d\ ~0 much of 'folly'~ Nnlr. ns !ie~ to the 
"'C'~ of u line dr~'"' ncro~g tile !\nln \!f>.fpel to tho w~st of Hastings Brid!(e. und (~) 
the Petroleum Depot 1>1 Dudga-Dudgc including 11.11 Jnnd~, sheds, raihny 1idinge nlld 
olhnr works nppcrtnimnsr toll. 

'"I 

! 
!' I 

r 
I'" ' 
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(2) Half i].lav-llav shull be counted, wl:>cn load~ng ls.comp!et­
ed by 'mid:day. Should worl' he canietl 011 ai'tet 
mid-day, a whole day shrdl be count_ed: 

14 

Rate of exchange for payment. of oceau freights, st-c~mers' hire 
aud- dcuwrragc.-All ocean freig_ht and nil ~t.eamers' h1re payable 
in Caleut.ta shall, unless otberw1se arranged, be cakulnted at the 
rate of exchange for demand drnfrii as certi!i~d daily by the~ Associat­
ed Exchange Banks and po3led at 11 A.M. Ill the Royal Exchange. 

lu the case of outward bills the rate shall be that 
current oo the da:te ot shipment by the date of the 
mate's receipts; and, IYhen therC' oue mate's receipt for 
one consignment, the of la;;t mate's receipt shall be 
considered as the dat.e of for the whole consignment. 

In the case of inwlird bills of lading the rute shall be tha\ 
current ou the day on which payment of freight is made. 

In the case or the rate shall be that 
current on the day on according to the tcnm 
of the Charter-Party. 

Demurrage which is p:dd in otcrling slw.Jr be paid in rupee5 
at. the rate of the llay for demand bills. 

In the case of claims on import cargo the rate ~hall Ue that 
curren~ on the day on which tho steamer, in respect of which :he 
claim is made, enters the port. of Calcutta. 

In the event of anY of the 
which no rrrte is posted "the rate 
previouil date of posting. 

15 

falling on a day on 
current 011 the last 

Discharge of salt sitamers at Ca/cuUa : Usual Uisclw-rgiug 
moorings.-'rhe term "usual discharging moorings" when used in 
a Charter _Party does riot restrict the dischar:;;ing berths to those 
moorings known as th~ "Calcutta l.\Ioorings" 
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CONVERSION OF STERLING FREIGHT INTO 
INDIAN CURRENCY. 

of charging commission or adjust­
in dollars (Art.1eriC'an) shall be con­
rate nf fifty pence per dollar." 

H. W.l. WOOD, 
Secretary, 



SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES. 
GoJcr·r~l .llati119 of tl,c B•1>11rd 0/"•ml•tr ~f 

F~lwu~ry JSfie, ,,.;o, •.tJ~cl from rhnl dale. 

1. On the Mle, purohneo nr ahip1i'wnt [)! Bullion, Gold Du~t. 

or Coin 

3. On the purchn9ing ditto whm1 fundB are pro\•id~rl by th~ 

.AgcntB 

4. On tl1e enlu or purchflse of fill other 
nl! cn"e" ta he. charged upon gross nmonnt of ~ale•, 
nnd in r•!(nrrl tD pnrohn!'c~ upon both coot. nml chnryc" 

l pPl' cent, 

li. On ret.nrn• •·f crm~igmn<>nts if made in prod nee 2~ 

6. On r~turn~ ni Wlll>ignment• if i1: Bill•, Tl!1llioln, or Tr~n•nre .•. l 

7. On accepting Billa UJ::\in•t c<m<igument~ •• 

monthly hi1e or 

or Charterera of 
brokerage inclu~il·~ 

,, 

2jpercen.t. 

2~ 
fow n •hip by Bhipping Order or 

employment for n "hip on 
for OwnQr~, 

upon the gro!summmtof 

' " 

1!1. On engngi"g A~intic 

thc"'c"t-Imlic" m 
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for a to the ~Jnuritin~, 

upon gros~ amount. of 

HI. for 11 ship to G1·eat Britain or 

2\1. Ou •·enliRing inwnnl ft·eighl, inward t-rnnp, emigrnnt., or en Lin 

5 per cent. 

pn8•nge mono.' 2~ 

1! 
li to 2~ 

~ to 1 

2:2, Oo ~rrccting insurnnco wlwthot· on )ivl'S or propet·ty ,, 
z:t On oettlin;:: in"nr,.nee cluimo. lo•-•~• nu<l· >l\'Nng••• of llll cln~•c•, 

nn<l on procuring relurnR nf ]H'tHnium 2~ 

U. On <lrnwiug, purohm.ing, ~(•!ling Ol' •wgothtiug Hill• of 
Exohnn~e 

20. On Bill" of I·~xch-1ngc returned di,]umoure<l 

'27. On coll~otillg hou~O·l'C!lt 

2S, On ~hip~' tli~hnr•!ltuen\<; 

30. Ou grn.nting h•lt-•·r;; of C1~dit 

31. 

3:?, On 

on CI'~I".\'CH-h1H(;O or !rnn"fcr, 

not. hy pnrchnee, from one dM" !OIIHOth~r 

~~. 011 all nmonnt• <lebit<·<l nnd ,,.,.,Jit-<Jol wi1hin thn yol<r (lu.- t.ho 
whiah nou>mmi'"i<>n an'otlnt. 
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BENGAL CHAl\IBRR OF C011?1'fERCE. 
LICENSED tdEASURRRS DP.l'ART.I.ffiNT. 

RoYAL ExoRANGE, 

Calcutta-, 9th February 1044. 
To 

THE PRESIDENT AND THE CoMMITTEE, 
BENGAL CHAMBEn- OF CoMMERCE. 

GENTLE:I.ffiN, 

\Ve have the honour to submit our report on the working of 

the T.Jicense:.l Measurers Depa.rtment for the year which ended on 

31st. Decem\:;er 1943, and to ask you to be so good us to appoint 

a new Committee of Management of the Department for the ensuing 
year, 

Mr. L. Vol. Balcombe of Mes~·rs. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld., 
continued as our Chairman t.broughout tbe year, the other memb.ers 
being-

Mr. J. Aitken of Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Ltd, 

, L. H. Fleming of Messrs. ThomaB Duff & Co., Ltd. 

, A. H. Ford of Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co. 

G. A. Hogg of :Messrs. George Henderson & Co., I.Jt.d. 

, E. Lyne of :Messrs. Hoare Miller & Co., I.Jtd. 

a.nd , T. I.J. Swales of 1-Iessrs. Rulli Brother-e., Ltd. 

The Revenue, Profit and Loss Accounts, and Balance 

for the year 1943 show the 
results, Revenue earned on measure­

mrnts .shows an increase of Rs. 1,560-3-0, revenue earned ·on 

a.n increase of Rt:,, 26,390-3-0. Fees show an increase 

of 9,728-10-0 and Sundry charges an increase of Bs. 0,180-2-0. 
The total increase therefore i~. Rs. 46,859-2-0. 

Exrenditurc for the yea1· wa~ Hs. 7,70,200-13-0 \vhich is nn 
increase of Rs. 3G,09;J..,.}.l() ow•r Uw ycn 1• ]\J12. Revenue for the 

year was B1>. 7 ,G9.JRG-10-0, :n1 inere~~c of I-iH. 46,8!!\l-2-0. 'rhc 

RcY~nne aruJ Expenditure Accm1111 for the vcm· tJ-1ercforc sJ1ows a 
loss of Rs. J.,OJ.4-3-9. · 

( Hl ) 

Interest on Sccurit.ieF· and refund of Income-tax due amountr; 
to RR. 28,0'27-3-0. After dcduding Rs. 1 ,01-J-3-0 

Revenue anrl Expendil.tlrc Aeconnt., Rs. 300/- for on 

Dcpartmcut.nl 'I'r:mspor!, there remain~ a lmlnncc of Rs. 21,712-15-B. 

'J'his amount has been ercditcd to Cupilnl Ac:<~ount being the net 
profit. for t.he }'Car Hld:J. 

Sv.cnm'I'JES, 
I Holding nl 3ht Dec. 1942. I Holding nt. 3ht Drc. 19-l:l, 

GF.NERAL ACCOUNT. i F~ec Valuo. I ",~"r,kot ;.r '"" v""'"· I ~n,rket 
I . • ''"· , ,. '"· 

:------: R·. ····1--;:-;:-r-,-::-::~r---,;::-.::::. 
Twe11ly Shnrea in the Imperial I I 
~~~~~~e~~~~~!l"~~d;~~ ~~~rV;~"~~;.·~) nnr;k 2,voo o ol 8,o8o o o

1 
2,5oo o o1 1o.u~o o o 

of India ... . ... 1WO 0 0 iil7 !I 0! 600 0 0 f,30 0 0 
3!% Goven!munt,f I!!din Lonn 1047-t>O 2,1!0,000 0 012,38,0.'i0 0 0 :2,.10,000 0 0 2,:17,762 '11 0 
~i£ ~angomT~lnnioip~ Lo~n IHGG-71J ... 2,m,:wo 0 0 2.61,:JOO 0 0.~ 2,61,300 0 0 2.Gl,:l00 0 o 

3!%; N~0,~·11lio"~~~:-rn,~t!~~uLo;~~~iJ~~-Gii. 1 '~g:2~~ 2 g 1 '°Ki~3 8 8] 1 '?&~83 8 8
1 

1 ' 0g,'~~g g 8 

H.~;cuniTIES. i Holding nt 3~=-:~~ Holdinf: nt 30t.h ,Tllne Hl43. 

PROY!IlENT Fu:<J> AccOU!'T, I F~en V<~lne. ~lnrkol V V 1 Mnrknt 

1 
Vulue, nee nuo, Vnlue. 

---·---~-·~~~~~ 

I 

TlJC Account,s of f,JJc Provirlenf, Fund of j,!Jc Department closed 
at·· on 31st December 1\:14:2 nncl BOt.h June 1.04.3 showed 11 surphtfl 

of Rs. 7G,884-8-l a)l(l Hs. 30,i5G2-2-4 cqnivnlent t.o Rs. 15--1-3% and 

Hs. 1~15-'2% respcctiyeJy. The As8ot.s nmountcd to l~s. 15,75,'288-6-5 
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rmd T:s. Hi.33.237-13~7 ns o"n 31st December 1942 a-nd 30th June 

The 'J'rm:-tees of the Fund "·ere our Chairm:m 
BlllcuUlbe a.ud "DT1· .• T. Aiikcn. 

After ''ery careful consicl~mtion ''"0 decided lo revise Uw basic 

rntes by the Dermrtmeni. since 
ils in 1883, and 11t the snmc 

Rates & Charges. 

time to reUuc0 Yery appreci:tbly the Sud.ax on rules of 50% in force 
t-hrOughout th" ycnr HlJa. 'l'l1e result of om deliberations was 
snbt;1l!fctl 1-o, and npproveti by, ym1..-

.'l'hc former scheclllle of charges, nnmely -/'2/G per ton 'd-th 
5(1<}~ Surtax has becu amendeU, IHI fron1 i-lie lst, of .Jn.nuary 

Hl44, lo -/3/6 ton an(l 7~-% Smbx; Ow over-ali resnlt being 

infinitcsilllal of '18 pies per ion. The Dermrtrncnt i<> 
:ullllinistered on the most, economical lines, and we Jww 

continued to gin~ tlJe finnncial position 011r cnrefnl nn1l criticnl 
attention. 

Tl1e number of puckugefi l!Wa.~<ured during the yenr ~howB au 

increu~e of 3,71 ,!!82 owr the previm1s 
. \Vorlcinfr~!m~~:m~~f."tlmfn! year, 1'he muiu iiiCI"Cil~e~ lmvc he1!11 

in Tea ana Bug Cargo. 'J'he decrease~ 
were in ;T11te, Gunnies, Hemp rmrl Shellac. 

l'kgs, 
1",86,0S51 

l,lil,576 
l,lH 

J.:l5.218 
26.HIZ 

"·"·''"I 17,sn.n:J4 
4\l,i;"IJ 
ll,fi::IO 
:;,oo~ .. 

.:::~·i~~! ,:::!:~~~ :-2:~:~:~ j ,:~~.:~;1 __ ~-
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The number of packages weighed >'ilows IHI increnHe of 31_,184 

Weighment. 
<IHT t-Jie 

~l'he 

for 1-llC Jli'Cvi()us year. 

increase.~. ocenll'ed in 
Ten alhl Smuhies, and the decma>IC,; in ,Jntc, Gnnnies nnd Shellac. 

I I I ;,;,';.:.f::; i 
, J<•ar l!l-Jl. 1 

hl~<ea,c, ! D<•er~nRn. 

-~---~--;:;,,-::T 
,Jnte ... . .. , 
Hemp .. .. , I 

~~;~~~~0 ... i ,, 
Wnol ... 
Gunnic~ .. 
'l'ca 
Sbcllao .. 
llidcR&~id<>s 

-I 
I 

ii5,0!l 1 
.. I :; : !!~ I .'> 

1,5&,554 

~~;.id~~~~-~?~ ... ;,52~ -.. ·-;:2(12 : ::::.. : 

_~_::~_:~_-r~~-;~_·" __ :: __ 1 __ '_'·_"-:·0---," _/ "',_::.-..,:;"':~-;;:;;;-/_.::~~~J ___ ·j;~_. i ~: :. 
lnc·renR~ -- :Jl,·JS4 

'J'he avrragc lliC:t~lH'cmenis of Jute, Jute Culling_~ and 

Jute Average Mcflanremcnl-R, lions obtni11rrllJy the Department 

1-urim,ls l'ressl1onsrs i~. shP\t'll here-
nndm·, rogef.1Jl'J' with fig-m·e:' :o.iliC"p 1\130'-37. 

!· ~J!IIdl~"l 
,luly-J\\n{J, n 1 tl\'01"10g~ 1JJ n 

! l'n'-'"· 

Ft .. ln. P'J .. ln. 
' 

Ft .. In. 

9•!)] :j~, 2•38 40 (i'!}f) 
B·OG .?~1 G·Bl :J.!) 6•07 
3·77 f.i4 3-72 48 2·6·.t 

]0·47 l'ifi 2•(lfi 48 !0'42 
G·'J.l ,\4 7·21 50 4·15 

11•24 55 7·71 GO 10'43 
2·82 fiD ]·]'j 51 5·57 
8·47 55 11•44 50 11'25 

I 
----·~------- ----

Hl36 1937 47,06,707 li2 
1937-19:18 34,07,287 li2 
1938-19:-l!t 36,54,840 51 
I939-l!J40 27,84·,127 Gl 
July t.o DPc. 1940... 5,03,077152 
Ca!Cnrlrtr· vrar 1941 117,37,611 52 

· , 1942 14.75.227 I ,. 
-------~~19+2 110,5s,ooi I ii3 
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-The strength of the St.nfi' as at 31aL"Decembei· 1943 is giv~n­

sw.n: 

Calendar Ye~~;r 

here together with the sll'ength during 
the past 6 yen.r.l'•, 

Year 

J'nly.June. 
1936-37 99. 
1937-88 100. 
1938-39 ... 105. 
1939-40 115. 
1941 115. 
1942 85. 
1943 83. 

The Staff ns on 31Bt December 1943 consist-ed of 1 Superinten~ 
dent CMr. G. C. Gee Smyth), 2 Assistant Snpelintendents (Mr. B. 
Perry and Mr. S. J. Wnrwi9k), 1 Head Office Manager (Mr. F. W. 
J{endnll), 76 Inspectors and Ivicnsuring Officer.e., and 3 Scalewrights. 
Other members of the Staff absent on Active Service are 1 Assistant 
Superint-endent (CommnUder J. B. F. Henfrey, R.J.N.n.} and 21 
Officers. 

Our thankr~ are due to Dr. W. E. Fetherstonhaugh and Lt .• Col. 

Meffict~l OJ!icert. 
Shorten, ur.s. (Retd.) for the care 

1 and attention whicl1 they extended to 
the Measurir1g Staff throughout the year. To Dr. S. N. Gho.!!e and 
Dr. S. K. Ghose also, our thanks are due for their attention to tl1e 
Indian Staff. 

We are, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servants, 

JJ, W. B,u.co!.nm, Chairman. 
J. AITKRN, 

J.J, R. Fm:mNo, 
A. H. Fonn, 
G. A. Hooo, 
E', LYNE, 

T. L. SWA~s, 

MembCT8, 

·' 

IROYA.L EXCHANGE, CALCUTTA. 

Report of the Committee for the year ended 

Blat. December 19!1,8, 

'l1RE PRESIDENT AND. CoMMl'l'Tlm, 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

GENTLEMEN, 

We hn.ve the honour to submit, in accordance with the 
provisions of rule 7 or the·Rnles of the Royal Exchange, a report 
on the working of the Exchange for the past year. -

As n. men.e.ure of paper economy, we have again decided to issue 
the annual report of the Royal Exchange: .t~.is year in its present 
form, with the omission' of the following appendices copies of which 
however can b~ suppli~d to or in.spected by any interested member 
at the Exchange on application to the Secretary :-

(1) List of members as on 31st December 1943. 

(2) Royal Exchange : Rules and Bye-laws. 

As already announced-in Circular No. 5-R.E.-the following 
gentlemen have been elected to form the Committee of Management 
for the year 1944-45 :-

The P!'esident of the Bengal Chamber ?f _Commerce ex-officio. 

1'he Vice-President of the BengnJ Chamber of Commerce 
erc-of!i.cio. 
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Mn. R. ARARIE (Merchant) ... Messrs. B. N. Elias & Co., Ld. 

K 0. A. lvhLEs 
(Exchange Broker) 'rhos. Seth Apc::tr & Co. 

0. H. HEAI'E 
(Stock Broker) Place Siddons & Gough. 

V. \V. MURRAY 
(Freight Broker) Blacker & Co, 

W. T. 0. PARKER 
(Banker) Lloyds Bank Ld. 

R. W. PLmrnrER 
(Merchant) lvfcssra. Plummer 13roP.. & Co. 

J. L. RUTHVEN 
(Produce Broker) ,. Lruldale & f.-Iorg::tn. 

During the year under review one firm member resigned. At 

the end of the year there were upon the Excl1ange Membership 

Register 109 firms and 8 individual memben: .. 

']'he Restaurant has been ·well patronised during the 

year by t-he of member firms of the Exchange, the 

Chamber of Commerce and, of tlw connected 
Chamber. It continues to 

community under condit-ions of pGtro\ and food rationing. 

Owing to the high cost of foodstuffs and scn·icc, ·we felt jnstifi.ed 

in sanctioning a fnrther increat-e of four tmnas further in the 

luncheon charges, as from the lDth October HJ4.3. The current 

chal"ges are therefore Rs. 2/4/- for an "office lunch" (3 com"£08 and 
coffee) and B.s. '2/12/- for ihe full menu. 

\Ve submit. rr balance sheet and JeYcnne account for i11e year 

-enUed t-l1e 21st December 1043, audited by 1-Ic!m·s. Lm·elocit & 

Lewes, Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. The 

revenue account again shows a deficit of Rs, 9,508 o).l tllC year's 
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working. This amount has been transferred to the Bengal Chn.mber 
of Commerc.1 contribution account. 

'rhe compr!.rntiYe figm·ec; of income rmd-expcnditure 1n 1942 a.nd 
1D43 arc given below :-

Dnfioittrar·~ferred to Chumbur 

\Vc are, Gentlemen, 

Your obcdil'nt servants, 

1942 1943 

2;;,46! 2r>,!OO 

25,46! 25,100 

12,000 
6.000 

10,204 
1,394 

182 
125 
l!i 
li2 

" 3,00(1 

nn 1,298 
109 Hm 
1110 100 

R:l.290 34,1308 
7,k\l9 9,508 

25,4GI 25,100 

J, H. Bunnmt, President. 

D. c. FAIRB.\IItN, 

Secretary. 

ClltOU'fTA, Wt/1 Fcbruflry 19•M. 

K. W. MEALING, Vice-President. 

H. ARAKIE 

E. c. A. MILES 
c. II. HEAPE 

V. "\V. lVfURRAl' 

W. T. C. PARKLR 

R. 'll. Purm.mn 
J. L. RuTIIVEN 

Members. 
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HOYAL gx. 

Rl!JVENUE .JCCOUNT for the 

BXPENDITURE. 

To MONTllL1: CoNTRlliUT!O~ ;o Till': BE!«JAJ, 
CHAMDEll Ol" CO.\l:>H:aCJ; •. 

" Boi>KS ANP NtWBPM'J:!IS 

,. STATIONER\' 

"PRJNTINO 

... 

, l'£T1Y CnAnr.r:s ... 

,. RESTAURANT L>eESSr. 

,. D~:PREClATro.t< os FoR:<ITunr. .. 

, T!cr.:tTS ronll.h::~m:ng 

ToTAL. R~. 

n~. A~-

727 2 

0 

Lxnmmml nnd found~orrect, 

p A•. P. 

6,000 0 0 

J,3D3 10 0 

117 I 0 

52 l3 0 

3,000 0 0 

10,20~ 8 0 

1:2,000 0 0 

0 

0 
182 ' 0 

1,360 I 0 

100 0 0 

'" 0 0 

125 0 0 

27 " 0 

-\-:-:-.. 34,u71 n\ !l 

CAtcurrA, \ LOVELOCK & LE\VES, \ 

Tht !6tll Fthruarl/ H>#- ;~;;.~:::~ ~:~::::::::::·. fAt~rlilor•. 

1611 

CHANGE, CALCUTTA. 

yRar ended Blet December, 1943. 

JNCO)lE. 

Rv SunSCfl!P'I'IONB 

"Admitsion Fco; 

, Dongnl Ohflmber of Commeroc, Contribution 
Account 

I 

1'u'l'.ll.lls I 
J. H. HUt(IJElt, 

/'rP,/t/CH/, 

0 P W-7~8-21·2-H-4.50 

I R,. 

I 
As. P. 

us 0 (} 

ll,i'i08 ll 9 

D. C, FAIHBAI!t:N, 
Sccrrtary 
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