“REPORT
5 - OF v
THE COMMITTEE
‘ OF THE
" BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

FOR THE YEAR 1948










PROCEEDINGS

or THE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HELD ON 25th FEBRUARY 1944.

CALCUTTA :
PRINTED AT THIS GATHOLIC ORPHAN PRISS,
4, Ponruoursk Ciunoi STREET.

1944,




P,

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
meice was held at the Royal Ixchange, 2, Clive Street, Caleutta, on
Friday, the 25th February, 1944, at 3 o’clock p.m. The Hon’hle Mr. {[{f
J. H. Burder occupied the chair. '

The following were present—

Mr. E. A. LANGHAM The Alwminium Manf. Co., Ld. f

”»

H. G. G. Macray

GEORGE MORTON, 0.B.E.,

. A.S. OFFICER

D. TEASDALE
J. P. CowmBE

D. J. McINTOSH
T. GoDpLEY

A. C., WATKINS
W. TASKER

J. DawsoN

G. M. GARRIE
W. M. WHYTE
A. McLAREN

M.C.

2 I. A. CLARK . N
/~ ’,: A. WRIGHT %.Mmsrs. Anderson, Wright & Co.
,, B. Marurws ,,  Badlardie, Thompson &
Matthews.
,, W.A.M. WALKER, 0.B.E., ,»  Barry & Co.
M.L.A.

Begg, Dunlop & Co., Ld.

Bird & Co. and F. W.
Heilgers & Co.

The British Insulated Cables, Ld.
wo The Calcutta Tramways Co., Ld.
... ) The Chartered Bank of India;
s

Australia & China.

ws  Messrs. Cox & Kings (Agents),
Ld:

o

P »»

Thomas Duff & Co., Ld.

Duncan Brothers, & Co.,
Ld.




. T.. Sourrg

T, C. Gururie
. 1. Maxxirs

T. S. GLADSTONE

NEIL Bropi:

J. Lrrsk

H. A. Luke
F. C. Ropixsox

. H. Brabsuaw
J. A. E. Evaxs

H. E. MURIEL
Harry Bury

. J. B. HARPER
E. E. CorsTORPHINE
. W. Rouston

. ]. GARDNER
H. Grove

. H. Broom
. C. H. Kent
. B. Strwart
- E. BrrwistLe
. H. C. Rostrox

. SPENC]

W. T. C PARKER

Messrs. A. W. Figgis & Eo.

James Finlay & Co., I.d.

Gillanders, Arbuthnot

& Co.
Gladstone, Wyllic & Co.

& Lyall, Marshell

& Co.

Guest, Keen, Williams

W. Haworth & Co.

A.&S. Henry & Co., Ld.

Hoare, Miller & Co., I.d.

Hongkong & Shanghai
Banking Corz‘m Ld.

Imperial Chemical

Industries. (India), Ld.

Ivan Jones, Ld.
Jardine, Skinner & Co.
Jessop & Co., Ld.
Kettlewell, Bullen o

Co., Ld.

D. J. Keymer Co., Ld.

Kilburn & Co,

Landale & Clark, 1.d.
Messrs. Landale & Morgan.
The Latex Treatments, 1d,
Litverpool & London

& Globe Ins, Co., Ld.

Mcssrs Lloyds Bank, I.4.

Mr. D. MrrcHELL
5 J. Orr

Sik REnwick Happow
Mr. A. Orr Dras

,,  W. L. GorpoN
,» H. SHEDDEN

, A H.Svar .

.» R, B. LAGDEN, 0.B.E., M.C.
5 J. R. WALKER .

,, A.PowLEs

,, H.N. Brrrs
,»  R.C. CooPEr

H. Rowan HODGE, M.L.A.

»
,» R, Haywoop

W. J. Younie

,» G. EUTHYMOPULO

Rat Stk Bupripas GoENEA
BAHADUR

Mzr. J. HORNBLOWER

,,  C. R. HATFIELD
. W.J. B. WALKER

Sk Joun Tarr

Mr. G. W. TysON, C.LE.

M. FLiMiNG

’»

}Messrs. Lovclock & Lewes.

Mackinnon Mackenzie
& Co.

Macneill & Co.
A. M. Mair & Co.
< McLeod & Co., Ld

The Mercantile Bank of India Ld.

}Mcssrs., Morgan, Walker &: Co.

Orr, Dignam & Co.
Pigott, Chapman & “o.

Price, Waterhouse,
Peat & Co.

Ralli Bros., Ld.

Ramdutt Ramkissen-
dass.

- Saxby & Farmer (India)
o Ld

.y Shaw, Wallace & Co.
The Statesman, Ld.

Messrs. Steel Brothers & Co.,

W. H. Targett & Co.,
(Capital)

w. . Walk_cr & Co.
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By invilation :

T Hon’sLe Nawaz
MusHARRUF Hossain

Mr. A. pi C. WiLLaMs

Mr. R. L. WALKER, C.LE.,
1.C.8

Minister, Govl. of Bengal,

Chicf Secretary, Govt. of Bengal.

Secy., Govt. of Bengal, Finance
Dept.

Regional Food Commissioner,
Eastern Region.

Dy. Rep. Ministry of War
Transport.

Controller of Supplies (Bengal
Circle).

H. M. Senior Trade Commissioner.

Tur Hon’sLi Mg, Justrcs
- BRrauxp

Mr. W. C. G. Bropiz

5 AT, ELxixs

Sir THOMAS AINSCOUGH, C.B.E.

Mr. K. S. Parrox American Consul General,
Calcutla.
5 J. K. Mrrrer Bengal National Chamber of
Commerce
5 M. L. SHan
5 M. L. Kuryka

Kuax Banapur G.A. Dossant, President, Muslim Chamber of
. Commerce

Indian Chamber of Commerce . .

Marwari Chamber of Commerce

Mz, A, Jaum Secretary, Muslim Chamber of
Commerce.
The notice convening the meeting having been taken &s read,
the President addressed those present as follows :—
Gentlemen,

In the first place T extend on behalf of the Clhamber a very
cordial welcome to the guests who have given up some of their
valueble time by accepting the invitation to he present at our
meeting to-duy. It is fitting alsq that T should take this opportunity
of expressing the satisfaction felt by this Chamber at the appoint-
ment, as Governor of Bengal, of so eininent a statesman as the Right

How’ble Richard Casey. To him we extend a warm welcome to the
Province and an assurance of our oy

1l support in the oneroug tasks
which Jie ahead of him.

Gentlemen, the accounts of the Chamber of 1943 were issued
to you a fortnight ago. They reveal u satisfectory position, on the
whole, so far as the Licensed Measurers Department of the Chamher
is concerned—a small surplus of Rs, 27,700 odd which has heen
transferred to the Department’s Reserve Account. The results in
the case of the Secretarial Department have been a deficit of
Rs. 35,200 plus the loss of Rs. 9,500 on the Royal Exchange which
the Chamber has had to make good. The total deficit therefore
amounts to nearly Rs. 45,000 reduced to Rs. 24,000 if depreciation
is deducted.

You will recollect that when we imposed a surcharge of
337 % on Chamber membership subscriptions and  Association
contributions last year, we thought that the increased income would
cover the expenditure. But for a substantially increased liability to
income-tax—which, though legally due, seems to me unjustified in
the case of a non-profit making organisation-— and the large expendi-
ture which the Chamber in common with other employers has had to
face on the subsidised sale of foodstufis to employees, this deficit
would have become the small surplus which we anticipated a year ago.

Your Committee have considered the position and do not pro-
pose to make any change in the rate of membership subscriptions—
which in any case form only a small part of our income, nor in the,
general level of contributions for secretarial work payable by the
recognised Associations. There are, lLowever, one or two of the
special projects for which the Chamber is responsible which have heen
undercharged in the past and which we propose to ask to pay more.
One of these is the Foodstuffs Scheme. In-this way, though it is
difficult to estimate with any accuracy, your Committee hope to
balance the Secretarial Department budget for 1944.

The Report of the Committee for the past year, which is in
your hands, will give you a comprehensive picture of the wide range




Al

AN N g BRAVEZ S WA AW &

(6)

of the subjects which have come before your Committee during the
past year. Some of these subjects are of far-reaching importance
and have necessitated considerable correspondence, negotiations
and discussions both here and in Delhi. T do not propose to take up
vour time with a general review of these questions. But T feel that
the time has come to put on record a number of special activities
of the Chamber and its affiliated Associations for which the Chamber
provides the executive staff. The activities to which I refer may
reasonably be described as “War Work’” and are in addition to the
normal activities of the Departments, which have also increased out
of all recognition as a result of the War. .

- o

‘LDm‘ing the first 4 vears of the war the Chamber was, in
addition to its normal work, largely concerned with the mobilisation
and’ organisation of resources for war. Through'dircct membership
and through our associated interests, this Chamber covers the
majority of FEuropean non-official subjects employed in Fastern
Tndia and we therefore bhecame immiediately concerned with' the
arrangements for the recruitment of European man-power both
for the services and for the organisation of industry for war
production S

= Our first task, the preliminary overhaul of personnel by the
Industrial  Associations, enormously lightened the work of the
National- Service Advisory Committee, and the recommendations
made - by. industry on the question of the retention or release of
‘technical personnel. were of the greatest assistance in the adminis-
tration of their difficult work. ’

" This was the beginning; but before the end of 1940 we soon
found ourselves involved in arrangements for the control and
putchase of tea for the British Government, the mobilisation of" the
vital engineering works and the jute industry for the purposes of

war orders, and finally the undertaking of munitions production in
eivil \{'01'];511017@ Under the guidance of the respective’/rl,ldustri:\l
Jeaders, the foundations of all-these operations were planned and laid

)
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within the Chamber offices and here they have been administered
cver since. That these unusual difficulties end problems iére
solved is due not only to the machinery for collective action which
already existed, or was devised here, but also to the personal efforts
of the Chamber staff, by that time already seriously depleted..

With 1941 and the entry of Japan into the war a new set of
problems was created. A.R.P. became of vital importance and in
the almost entire absence of qualified personnel in this country, a
great part of the initial work connected with the distribution of
information and advice on questions of A.R.P. precautions, A.R.P.
structural work and A.R.P. training hed to be undertaken from here
and continued to be so administered until the development of the
Government machinery and the release of skilled persounel in 1943
enabled this work to be handed over,

Then came the general tightening up of controls over pro-
duction, and the necessity for rigid control over imports caused
fresh burdens to fall on the Chamber. Tt proved to be convenient
and useful from the Government point of view for many of those
controls to be administered on an industrial basis. The allocation
of licences under the Iron & Steel Control Order for the jute, tea,
paint and the press house industries was carried out by the Chamber
and, at a later date, the importation and distribution of machinery,
spare parts, tools, stores and vital raw materials for Tndustry were
entrusted to this organisation. In due course, as many of vou know,
the work grew to such proportions that special branches had to be
set up under our supervision for the purpose.

Tn 1942 also, partly as a result of the developments of the war
in Malaya and Burma, partly as a result of the increase in the cost
of living which then began to assume serious proportions, there
developed difficulties in maintaining labour morale. © 1942 wes a yedar

" of frequent strikes centering around questions of dearness allowance

which threatened to develop into a frenzied pursuit of prices Ly

increasing allowances.  Tor the solution, worked out late in 1912
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and. now generally adopted in many other perts of India, of freezing
dearness allowances and suppl}nw foodstuffs at fixed rates, the
Chamber’s Ihdustrial Affairs Sub-Committee was responsible, ¢s also
in the development of the labour propaganda which the circumstences
of 1942 and 1943 urgently required.

To that period also belong the beginning of two of the most
interesting developments of civilian orgenisation which have occurred
during this war. The first is that amazing feat of organisation,
carried out by the Indian Tea Association and the/’l ea Planters of
Northern India whose estates have, under their own organisation
recruited, despatched and continuously supervised the work of some
70/So,oooﬂ(ez| Zarden labourers on various War projects on our
Eastern Frontier. Not only this, but the magnificent work of
(Pizmters during the dark days of the evacuation from Burma make
an inspiring story which will undoubtedly find a place in the official
records of the )\r’ar, The second development to which T 1efer, is
the housing of the unorganised stevedoring labour of the/l ort of
Calcutta in special camps on the outskirts of the city and latterly the
creation out of that labour force of a stevedoring Defence of India
Battalion. The initial credit for that effort, which is still largely
financed and ddmlmsteled through the Chamber organisation, must
go to the )1c51dent of the Master Stevedores Association and the
Seuetdxmt supported by the/S,hlppm /I’lnns

b943 was the year of shorlugesw and in no case was the diffi-
culty greater than in maintaining food supplies to industrial labour.
T will shortly give you particulars illustrating the magnitude of the
Chamber Foodstuffs Scheme, probably the greatest single task the
Chamber has ever undertaken : that Scheme alone covers over one
million of Caleutta’s population. In addition your Indian Tea Asso-
ciation and your Indian Mining Association found it necessary to
organise the collection and distribution of food to the employees
of those Tndustries, probably aggregating close on a further onc
million souls. When it is appreciated that these undertekings were

(o)

begun in the midst of an already existing scarcity, with little Govern-
ment assistance and with an organisation which had to be built up
from scmtch sulelv notlmw bm credit is reflected on all COx\Ce\“Cd

\Food was not however the only au\lety The shortage of
coal gave rise to similar difficulties and the collective distribution
arrangement made by the Indian Jute Mills Association and the
Indian Tea Association have proved of the utmost value to their
industries and to the War eﬁort

(In all these enter puses of grmt importance and magnitude,
voluntary and additional paid assistance has been forthcoming in
generous measure and to all who have contributed to their success
‘a sincere tribute is due, not least to the senior Secretarial Staff of
the Chamber, reduced by fifty-eight per cent of its normal strength.
The burden has at times become well-nigh insupporla])leJ

Gentlemen, I have had occasion to press for a greater
realisation of our ability to help the Authorities in solving some of

the difficult problems of the day. With the background ‘I have

given you, it must be conceded that my plea for closer collaboration
is based on solid achievement and not on vague optimism.

It was therefore a matter of some satisfaction when the
Bengal Chamber was asked to nominate a representative to serve
on the Town Planning Committee set up by the G.O.C., Eastern
Command. I hope that this Committee will obviate much of the
misunderstanding which had almost, and unnecessarily, become
synonymous with requisitioning. I have attended the deliberations
of this Committee, and its Standing Quartering Board, on behalf of
the Chamber and I am in a position to say that there is in this

.Board a very real appreciation of our difficulties and a sincere

desire to cause as little disturbance to the civil population as possible.
The initial tasks which this Committee has set itself are, firstly, the
removal of unnecessary personnel: and offices from this arca—some
of them may not come within, the jurisdiction of Eastern Command
and- to that extent the sub;ect is ‘more complicated; secondly,

—
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reviewing existing accommodation to ensure its use to the fullest
advantage; atd thirdly, exploring every possibility of building.

At the same time the Chairman of the Quartering Committee
has addressed exploratory letters (some of which you will have seen)
to a number of civil Associations, Chambers c¢nd Committees,
couched in language to which it will be our wish to respond with all
the co-operation we can muster. In fact, if this is not forthcoming,
we shall only have ourselves to blame for any unnecessary
inconvenience which we suffer. I say ‘‘unnecessary’’ because the
demands upon this Area render inconvenience a certainty, which we
must make up our minds to get used to in greater proportion than
I think I am in-
terpreting your thoughts correctly when I say that we are fully
prepared to meet any inconvenience and any difficulty provided we
know that it is necessary.

we have hitherto experienced. Gentlemen,

We have also been asked to collaborate in the settlement of
labour rates, a subject which has caused increasing anxiety to
Industrialists who have seen some of their best workers attracted
from their normal avocations by extravagant and apparently anco-
ordinated rates offered for various military projects. A Committee
upon which this Chamber is represented, has been set up by the
Military Authorities in respect of casual daily labour in the Calcutta
industrial area. Another such Committee has begun to function in
the coalfields and T hope we shall soon see the establishment of a
“satisfactory working basis which will assure a sound distribution of
such labour without competitive bidding to inflationary standards.
"An extension of this process of co-ordination is to be seen in the
" recent move on the part of the Government of India to arrange for
“Provincial Labour Supply Committees and Labour Pools to be
established throughout the country.

: Under the heading of Labour my predecessors of the last two
years have had to record unrest, desertion and that lack of stability
which emanates from political agitation and economic. considerations.

S DU

In the past year we have been comparatively free from the disruptive
element of agitation, but economic'anxieties hzve been only too much
in evidence. T'hat these anxieties have not resulted in disaffection,
the credit must go to the essential stability of the lchour force and
in part to the employer who has in, large measure anticipated and
shouldered the burden at an early stage before it was clearly felt by
the employee.

A year ago the manual worker had recently experienced his
first air raids. During the past year, A.R.P. arrangements have
been further improved and the worker has gained greater confidence.
This was evidenced by the high morzle which he displayed under
the more serious daylight attack of last December. But the fore-
sight of employers in assuring to their labour adequate dearness
allowances and food supplies has been, indisputably, the greatest
influence in maintaining the general contentment which has been
manifest during the twelve months under review.

The establishment of suitable dearness allowances has proved
a subject of extreme complexity and our thanks are due to the
patience and ingenuity of your Industrial Affairs Sub-Committec
for the agreement which was maintained. All Industries have
shown a sense of co-operation with each other, and within their own
ranks, without which agreement would have been impossible. I feel
that the closer co-operation which we have learnt to exercise in these
years of war will stand Industry in good stead in the years to come.

But of all our many functions I think that the credit for the
most outstanding service to the whole Industrial Area of Greater
Calcutta must go to the Food Section of your Chamber. I confess
that when T first undertook the Chairmanship of the Foodstuff
Section, some eighteen months ago, I knew we were launching out
upon a difficult, complicated and uphill task. T also confess that
when I asked Mr. Lagden to take it over from me last March, I
by then knew that T had under-estimated the difficulties and scope
of the undertaking by about 100%. Finally, T confess that I did not

i
1
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niake this entirely clear to Mr. Lagden, though T know he would
not have shrunk from the task if he had realised what he was in for.

12 )

There can be no doubt that one of the most powerful factors
in maintaining the state of comparative labour content and stability
to which I have just referred has been the provision made by
employers for the supply of essential foodstuffs to their workers.
In the great majority of cases, these supplies have been drawn from
the Bengal Chamber Foodstuffs Scheme which was inaugurated in
August 1942 and received the immediate encouragement of the
Bengal Government. It is unmecessary for me at this stage to go
into the circumstances in which the Scheme was started beyond
reminding you that it was through no desire on the part of employers
to enter the field of the produce merchant, but solely and simply to
protect their labour against the exploitation whiclh was undoubtedly
taking place and against the interruptions in supply which were
such a feature of that critical year 1942, when India was threatened
by invasion from without and anarchy from within.
Scheme, whatever its defects, the credit of a timely measure which
was in part responsible for obviating what might easily have
developed into a serious situation in the Calcutta industrial areas.

As regards the Scheme itself, few outside that hard-working
Committee responsible for its administration, can have appreciated
the magnitude of the undertaking end the difficulties which have
been encountered in working it smoothly. Let me give you a few
revealing particulars. Starting from comparatively small begin-
nings in August 1942, the Scheme sprang into significance in
December of that year when Calcutta had its first enemy air raids.
The turnover that month was to the value of Rs. 2034 lakhs worth
of food, bringing the turnover for the last four months of 1942 up
to a total of Rs, 45% flakhs. 1943 saw the Scheme in full swing.
During that year the value of the foodstufis handled by the Scheme,
and distributed through the Chamber depots to labour and
dependants, has amounted in value to nearly 7 crores of rupees or

I claim for the

514 million pound sterling. Throughout that period the Scheme
catered for the essential food requirements of an average of just
under 6oo,000 workers, to which must be added dependants. A
reasonably accurate estimate of the number of souls regularly
catered for by the Scheme in 1943 is thercfore one million. ‘T'uis
estimate is borne out by the results of the census recently undertaken
by participating employers in connection with the Government
Rationing Scheme of which the Chamber Scheme has now become
an integral and, if I may say so, a very important part. From now
on employers shops through the Chamber Scheme will be catering
on the rationed scale for approximately 134 million heads.

Gentlemen, you will agree that this is an enormous under-
taking for a private organisation. And you will appreciate ‘the
almost nightmare conditions under which, during the past year. the
Scheme has had to be worked—conditions under which supplies
have been miost difficult to obtain and even more difficult to move :
conditions under which those responsible for the administration of
the Scheme have been, on occasions, unable to foresee supplies for
more then a few days ahead ; under which they have frequently had
to face the disappointment of bulk supplies, whether their own
purchases or Government allotments, failing at the last moment to
materialise : and all this under chaotic market conditions and the
changing circumstances of Government control. Gentlenien, 1
think it is not only we that owe a deep debt of gratitude to Mr.
Lagden, his Food Committee, and our Secretsry Mr. Fairbairn and
his staff, for their services on our behalf.

(Applause).

“As a result of our perseverance, the Government of Bengal
now have in the Bengal Chamber a Rationing Agent which relieves
the Government of administrative responsibility for more than a
quarter of the population of the second City of the Empire—the most
important section of India’s industrial prosecution of the War.

In this position, we can no longer rely upon our own resources
and we look to Goyernment to see that we are regularly supplied
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H - with the supplies we are organised to distribute. Government will
require ll the support that the Province can muster, including that
of their political opponents, in the administration of their food policy.
We now have a plan : it may not be perfect and we all know thet,

however good a scheme may be, there is alweys room for improve-
ment. But this is no excuse for non-co-operation with the plan we
have, and no excuse for the persistent attempts to sabotzge
Government’s efforts. Such activities, which take the form of
exaggerated aspersions znd destructive criticism, encouragcment to
withhold stocks and evade controls and injudicious articles in the
press, amount to fifth column activities znd the instigators know

that thev are guilty of plaving with the lives of their countrymen.
Surelv bhetter instincts can prevail. At the same time Government
themselves must be carcful to see thet all their actions are such as
to ensure the confidence they so urgently need. The administra-
tion must be adequate in numbers, adequately trained, adequztely
disciplined and adequately peid. Integrity is of the first importance
and there can be few activities which offer more temptations, to

underpaid temporary officers, then those of the Food Department.
T can think of no Department in which Jow” wages will prove a more
false and more dangerous cconomy.

Similerly if Government are to counter obstruction they
must lighten their task by giving the holder an inducement to part
with his produce. T would again stress the great, the imperative,
urgency of ensuring a more adequete supply of consumer goods.

There is still an acute shortage of the necessities of life—
kerosene, cloth, building material, agricultural implements, etc.
So long zs conditions of scarcity and exorbitant prices prevail in
consumer gocds, attempts te bring down the price level of essential
foodstuffs will be frustrated.

We would also welcome greater evidence that Government
is making a determined cffort to realise, within rezson, the consider-
able sums which are reported to he outstanding in loans to the

— .
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cultivators : so long as these zre uncollected Government is financing
its own downfall.

Finally, if confidence is to be maintained, enforcement

machinery is a fundamental necessity. There is nothing so

damaging to public confidence in the cdministration than the issue

of Government orders which are not strictly enforced.

Gentlemen, I will not keep you much longer : in my speech
to the Associated Chambers two months ago I made a particuler
reference to European British interests. As this Chamber is, by
its membership, predominantly Europe:n I make no apologies for
touching on the subject again. I do so for two particular reasons
which, if I may put it in this way, are for our own consumption.
Firstly, I think it necesszry that we should be clearer in our own
minds as to what we look forward to in the country to which we
have devoted the best years of our lives; and secondly, we should

have a better appreciction of the part we have played in the past.
Our claims for the future are based upon, and will be judged by,
our services in the past and our potenticlities for the future.

There is a regrettable ignorance among our own community
of our Indian history, both commercial and zdministrative. We
should all be in a better position to correct some of the misunder-
standinge which are too frequently deliberately fostered, if we were
to take the trouble to study n unprejudiced record of our -long
connection with this country. I have said that we should study an
unprejudiced record : I say this with emphasis, for we shall gain
nothing by donning a pair of rosy spectacles and reading an account
which fails to record our mistakes and shortcomings as well as our
successes. Without a study of both sides of the account we shall
not be able to appreciate the background of these misunderstandings.

T recently saw the criticism that the majority of Luropeans
come to this country to make a living, and having mede it, return
to their own land and forget all about India. Substzntially 1 think
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Fhis is correct in respect to many of the town-dwellers, and there
is no doubt that we lose much sympathy by reason of our insular
character—as a community we are not good mixers, and I admit that
I personally am no exception to the rule.

T think that it behoves all employers to select their vouﬁq
recn:uits to this country with the greatest care; and when thc}; hav;
arrived out here, we should make it our business to see not only
that they acquire a deeper knowledge of the language but also tlv:t
they identify themselves with the life of the couctm:v in far rrreat(er
degree .th:m heretofore.  Let us not lay ourselves open to the
accusa.tlou that we only take out of the country and put nothing in
By t]n.s I do not mean the 20 or 30 years of work for which wé

- are paid, but voluntary services for which we are not péid : services
which are the evidences of goodwill and understanding. N

Bjut what do we look for, and what is the backing for that
expectation 7 We look for equality of treatment for all who trade
or manufacture in India : the same equality as is given in the United
Kingdom. We base that upon our past services Zud upon the credit
balance of our record which has been built up over two celltl;x‘ies of
the community’s residence in this country.

. I}] public affairs our community has taken a pride in serving
Ind'l.a, side by side with Tndians, in the Provincial and Celrtlz‘]’l&l
Legislatures—service which has frequently meant heavy #'\criﬁc‘s
and has not carried with it the usual c;:mpensz\tiou ol? 1“)ol't' ?1
career leading to office. We have taken our part, and fri\;eri 11“:"[5
in the promotion of schemes for social welfare, a ’le:\d \:ln'ch 1;‘q eall
too frequeutly cost us dearly and left us to compete with ‘15 )
slectron of employers of Jabour who have not been prepared tZ:) ;‘;ﬁi
;;Zp]ssme cost of social schemes for the advancement of their own

<
n the world of Commerce and Tndustr v there is no gain-
liere 10 ga

saying that British, and Parsce, capital has been the pioneer in
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developing Indian industries and paved the way for Indian investors.
This capital has, of course, reaped profits from these enterprises,
otherwise we should not still be here, but it hes also horne the loss
of unsuccessful ventures.

. Not sufficiently is credit given for the early enterprise:
financed by British capital. Not sufficiently is it appreciated or
admitted that others have since succeeded becruse the field had
been cleared for them long ago, and the Josses of pioncer industrial-
ism borne for them by British capitalists. These losses wre
inevitable in the development of a country, as developed it has
been with its communications and its merkets, and those who came
¢ now benefiting without heing called upon to pay the price

after
of pioneering risks.

Gentlemen, I have said that misunderstandings have been
deliberately fostered and unfortunately this is still a daily feature
of public utterances and articles in certain sections of the Press:
our community is not the only sufferer but in the more responsible
clements of the Press, T readily admit that T have recently
seen a welcome tendency to dispense with exaggeration to  give
consideration to miore than one side of a case. 1 hope that others
will follow this high example, for 1 feel that in the hands of a
responsible Press lies one of the greatest powers for good in this
In their hands lie the seeds of toleration without which

country.
can never flourish. A

its creeds,

this country, its races and
paramount power can perhaps  prevent the weeds of intoleration
different thing from

from assuming serious growth but this is a vel
cultivating tolerztion which must come from within, and will be one
of the first problems of a National Government.

Tikewise there is much to support the view that a National
Government is desireble to carry out an ambitious programme  of
construction or reconstruction, but I hope that economic develop-
ment will not, like the Nation’s Tood, he made the sport of politics.

b
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-We have recently seen the outline of a plan for the economic
development of India, which will surely receive the careful study it
deserves. It mekes mno claims to finality or exactitude. Tt is
certainly ambitious both in its requirements of funds and in its
estimate of time for attaining its first objective. ~ But if we aim
high we shall get somewhere even though we may not reach our goal.

Raising of the standard of living above the line of bare
necessity is the first objective and it is satisfactory to sec the
prominent place given to agriculture in this Indian plen. As T have
said before, industrialisation cannot go forward by itself : in fect T
would say that agricultural rehabilitation must be in the lead with
industrialisation close on its heels.

If by uncontrolled expansion of industrial development we
produce goods which the people cannot zfford to purchase, we shall
witness industrial failures that will frighten capital, discourage the
pioneering instinet and put us beck for v

The authors of the scheme stress the necessity for a
Government and Federal Unity in matters concerning economic
development. TFar-reaching reforms and programmes require somie-
thing equally important. They require a stable Government with a
guaranteed tenure of office.

In a Province such us this T can see little hope of sustained
effort so long as parties are ranged against each other on a communal
basis, where the communal ratio has taken precedence  over
efficiency and the attention of the Government has been, perforce,
devoted to countering the political moves of its opponents rather than
promoting the interests of the Province,

If opposing partics connot agree sufficiently to form a Na-
tional Government, it is nevertheless to be hoped that the advice
and collaboration of such men of vision as have produced this scheme
will be forthcoming to assist-the administration of the day, whatever
it may be,

The plan, carefully and wisely, avoids any discussion on the
exact part that Government must play in all this economic develop-
ment.

Government assistance, encouragement and guidance will
certainly be required but I hope the good sense of industrialists will
show that a minimum of control will be necessary. State control is
costly and inevitably slows up the wheels. As the President of the
Federation of British Industries recently put it, ‘“State control does
not have to pass efficiency tests: it survives in spite of itself and
at the expense of the community.”

Gentlemen, I have drifted into the realms of the future which
seems so much closer, but not much clearer. We, here, must not let
ourselves imagine that the end of hostilities in the West will afford
us any opportunity for relaxing in the East. On the contrary, the
call upon us will be greater as the tempo of the War in this part
of the world increases.

It is this Chamber and its affiliated Associations that must
continue to give the lead in keeping up, and increasing, the industrial
support to the Fighting Forces. Give the lead we will!

(Loud Applause)

The Prisipint :—Is there any member present who would
like to comment on the report or accounts or to raise any subject of
interest to the Chamber?

As there was 1o response to this invitation, the President then
moved and Mr. W. A. M. Walker, c¢.B.:i., M.L.A., seconded the
following resolution which was declared carried unanimously—

That the repori be accepted and the accounts passed.
The PRESIDENT :—1I move :

That. the election by the Commitee of the following firms and
Companies be, and is hereby, confirmed :—




CHAMBER MEMBERS.

Messrs, A iated Instrument turers (Workshops) Ltd.
Atlantis (East.) Ltd.
Bengal Chemical & Pharmaceutical Works, Ltd.
Bitumen Emulsions (India), Ltd.
Henry §. Clark & Co.
Albert David, Ltd,
F. Harley & Co.
D. J. Keymer & Co., Ltd.
Machine Tools (India), Ltd.
Manton & Co.
Mollers (India), Ltd.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Messrs. Caltex (India), Ltd.
” French Motor Car Co., Ltd.

The PrEsTDENT :—Gentlemen, the results of the voting for the
election of the Chamber Committee for the coming year have already
been published but, in accordance with the provisions of article 42 of
the Chamber’s Articles, T now formally report the results of the
scrutiny of the voting papers carried out by Messrs W. J, Younie and
D. Mitchell, to whom our thanks are due for their services is
serutineers, The results were :— —

President.
Mr. K. W. Mealing.
Vice-President.
Mr. R. B. Lagden, O.B.E., M.C.
- Members.

The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Burder. Mr. F. C. Guthrie.
Sir Harry Burn. Sir George Morton, O.B.E., M.C.
Mr. T. S. Gladstone. Sir Renwick Haddow.

Mr. W. T. C. Parker.

Mr., K. W. MEALING :—Before proposing the next resolution
which stands in my name, T would like to take this opportunity of
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expressing to you my deep appreciation of the great honour you have
conferred tpon me in appointing me vour President for the coming
year. I am under no illusion as to the difficulties that lie aheed of
us and I can only say that, supported «s I shall be by a strong and
experienced Committee, 1 shall devote my best endeavours to
maintaining the prestige “of the Chamber znd the interests of
its members during the ensuing year. -

Turning now to the resolution, I would like to explain that
your acceptance of it will involve an increcse of Rs. 100/~ per monti
in the amount payable to Messrs Lovelock & Lewes as Auditors to
the Chamber. The former fee of Rs. 300/- was fixed some twenty
years ago and since then, as you have heard from the President, the
work of the Chamber secretarial department, including the finance
and accounts side of it, has increased considerzbly. Your Commiftee
accordingly recommend acceptance by this meeting of the enhanced
fee of Rs. 400/~ per month. I should also explain that this fee does
course include provision for the increase—where any increase

not of
1e books of the various

has occurred—in the work of auditing tl
Associations connected with the Chamber. T move :—

That Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes be and are hereby re-appointed
Auditors to the Chamber at a remuneration of Rs. 400 per month.

Mr. L. O. Tesker seconded the resolution which was then put
to the meeting and carried unanimously.

Sir John Tait: Mr. President & Gentlemen,—It is my
special privilege and pleasure to propose a vote of thanks to the
Vice-President and Members of the retiring Committee.

Bengal has always been well served by its Chamber Com-
mittee, and speaking as one who has watched the Chamber's
many years from a distance and recently at close

activities over
act has been, end still is, well

quarters, T can assure you that this T
slaces far distant from Calcutta.

But in these recent vears of War and changing conditions,
the problems with  which the Chamber Tas Dbeen con-

recognized, in |
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fronted have increased enormously both in volume and in
complexity, and I can well apprecizte the great sacrifice of time and
leisure which individual members of the Committee have had to
make in the performance of the work of the Chember. It is not }\1&
meetings that take up their time so much as the ever mounting
stack of files which, if not dealt with promptly, soon assume terrify-
ing proportions. It is,” indeed, asking a great deal of a b man,
and perhaps a tired man in the circumstances of today with shortage
of staff and other difficulties, to add this further burden to that which
"he has to carry in the conduct of the affairs of his own business.

But it is to the outstanding credit of the European commercial
community in all parts of India, that there have always been willing
workers in the services of the Chambers of Commerce, ecager to
further not only the interests of their commercial affairs, but also of
those of the people and of the country in which they live.

And now, at the end of zn exacting year of office, we should
wish to’oﬂer to you, Gentlemen of the outgoing Chamber Committee,
some expression of our grateful appreciation of your work
on our behalf and our recognition of the high standcrd of efficiency
with which you have dealt with the variety of subjects as recorded
in the Report for the year 1943.

1 have great pleasure in moving—

That a cordial vote of thanks be accorded to the Gentlemen forming
the outgoing Committee for their
Chamber during the past year.

of the affairs of the

Mg. D. MrrcuiLL :—Gentlemen, 1 have great pleasure in
associating miyself with the remarks mede by Sin John Tait and in
seconding the resolution.

The resolution was carried with acclamation,

Mr. H. Rowan Hodge, M.L.A. :—Gentlemen, T rise for
the very pleasant purpose of proposing a vote of thanks to
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our retiring President. T see Tere several

ex-Presidents
and there must be others were also .who

know, far better
than 1, what an onerous task is involved when office is accepted
as President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,  One often hears
it said, and rightly said, that to he elected President of the Ben-
gal Chamber of Commerce is the greatest honour which Clive Street
can confer, but it is not so often remembered that it is also the most
onerous and responsible task which can be undertaken.

The President of the Bengal Chamber, as’you all know, is
also the President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce and he
is our representative in the Upper House of the Central Legislature,
namely, the Council of State. In «ddition, he has to undertake work
on numerous Committees. This year these duties have been added
to by the Town Planning Committee and the Quartering Board.
We here today have listened enthralled to his report on the enormous
task undertaken over the Chamber Food Stuffs scheme. His generous
appreciation of the services of others in that respect is, T feel, §artly
duae to his own modesty, for T am sure he had a great share in that
work.

We have seen evidence in Mr. Burder’s speeches of his
great ability for clear thinking and straight talking, particularly in
his speech to the Associated Chamers of Commerce, when His Ex-
cellency, the Viceroy, was our principal guest, and also in his speech
today, in which there is much food for thought.

In short, Gentlemen, Mr. Buider has done us proud and I
am sure you will all signify in the usual manner your warm support
to a most cordial vote of thanks to him. (Applause).

The President :—Gentlemen, I greatly appreciate the gene-
rous remarks of Mr. Rowan-Hodge and thank you for the way in
which you have so kindly endorsed them.

e

But I cannot let the occasion pass without expressing my

gratitude to Mr. Mealing and the retiring Committee for their
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continnous support and advice throughout the year. Coupled with
them in my gratitude is our Secretary, Mr. Fairbairn, who has
been a tower of strength to us all. Finally, there are the many
Standing Committees, Sub-Committees and our representatives in
the Legislatures and other public bodies to all of whom like to take
this opportunity of conveying our very sincere thanks for their hard
work throughout the year. (Applause).

The proceedings then terminated.
D. C. FAIRBATRNY J. H. BUrDER

Secretary. President.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR
THE YEAR 1943.

The Commitlee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have
now the honour to submit their report for the year, 1943 to the
members of the Chamber.

The following gentlemen tvere elected to the Commitice at,
the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on the 26th
Febroary 1943. President: The Hon'ble Mr. J. H. Burder
(Messrs. Jardine, Skinner & Co.); Vice-President Mr, K. W.
Aealmg (Me: Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.); Sir Harry Burn
(Imperial Chemical Industries (India), Td.); Mr. T. S. Gladstone
(Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.); Mr. T'. C. Guthrie (Messts.
James Finlayy & Co., Ld): Sir Renwick Haddow (Messrs.
Mackinnon. Mackenzie & Co.); Mr. R. B. Tagden, ¢.B.E., M.C.
(Messts. McLeod & Co., Ld); Mr. R. Macfarlane (Chartered
Band of India, Australia & China) ; Sir George Morton, 0.8.E., 0.
(Messts. Bird & Co.).

The only change whicl took place during the year was due to
the death of Mr. R. Macfarlane whose place was subsequently
filled by Mr. W. T. (. Parker (Tloyds Bank, Ld.).

The Hon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow (now Sir Renwick Haddow)

" N resigned his seat as the representative

e Counell o Stat. of the Chamber, on the Council of
State in Muy 1943, Mr. J. H. Burder (Messrs. Jardine Skinner
& Co.) was elected in his place.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Bengal Legislative

, - Assembly are :—Mr. D. Gladding,
The Bc[;\s;,;:lmg-{;gls‘ﬂ“"" C.IE., 1.c.5. (Caleutta Blectric ‘Supplgy

B Corporation, T.d.); Mr. R. Haywood

(Messrs. Pigott, Chapman & Co.); Mr. D. Hendry (Tmperial
Chem!ga] Industries (India), Td.); Mr. M. A, F. Hirtzel (Messts.
Macneill & Co.); Mr. H. Rowan Hodge (Messes. Orr, Dignam &
Co); Mr. J. R. Walker, F.r. (Messts, McLeod & Co., Td.)
Mr. W. C. Wordsworth (The Statesman Ld.)

The representatives of (he Tndian Jute Mills Association on
the Bengal Tegislative Assembly are :—Mr, YW. A, M. Wallker,

C.B.E. (Messrs. Barry & Col); and Mr. T. G. Kennedy (Mcesrs.
Jardine, Skinner & Co.). '
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The Indian Mining Association is represented on the Bengal
Legislative Assembly by Mr. R. B. Whitehead (Messre. Turner,
Morrison & Co., Ld.).

The representatives of the Indian Tea Association ave :—My,
G. G. MacGregor (Messws. Davenport. & Co.); and Mr. C. W.
Miles (Messrs. Shaw, Wallace & Co.).

The: Buropean Party in the Bengal Legislature have continued
the practiceof issuing, during the ~Sessions, periodical reports
surveying the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly & Council,

The representatives of the Chamber on the Caleutts Port
Commission. are :—Mr. Neil Brodie
(Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.);
Mr. T. S. Gladstone (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) Sir
Renwick. Haddow (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.); Mr,
G. C. H. Rent (Messrs. Kilbum & Co.); Mr. K. W. Mealing
(Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.); Mr. J. Morshead (Messrs.
Turner, Mowison & Co., Ld.).

Caleutta Port Commiksion,

On. the expiry of the term. of office of My, Neil Brodie in
January 1944, he Was re-elected for a further period as a represen-
tative of the Chamber on the Caleutta Port Commission.

ta Corporation
W.  Balcombe
rner, Morrison & Co.,

The Chamber representatives in the Caleut

Calentta Municipal Corporation,

Y Ld) ;- Mr. J. H. Methold (Messts, J. Thor

Mr. H. N. Nicholls. (Messrs. Smith, Stanistreet & Co., I.d.); Mr.
R. W. Pluramer (Messrs. Plummer Bros. & Co); and Mr. J. N.
Smart (Messrs. Landale & Clark,. Id.).

mas & Co.);

On the: death of My. B. 8. W. Haw:
Supply Corporation. I.d.) in January 1943
was elected to fill the vacancy.

ard (Caleutta Tlectrie
> Mr. R. W. Plummer

Periodical reports on civic aff
by the Buropean Group in the
issued fo interested members,

airs have heen prepared as nsual
Corporation during {he year and

Mr. R. 8. Purssell, c.LE., 0.5.1. (The Caleulta: Tramways Co.,
Ld) continued 1o represent the

Calentta: Tmprovement' Trust,

Chamber on the Board of Trustees for
e year, the Improvement of Calentta, during

W. R. Humphrey (India General Navigation & °

T tatives of the Chamber on the Bengal Boiler
he xeprecenta Commission are :—Mr. J. %V[ Grant
(Clivé Jute Mills); Mr. W. Gow
(Messrs. Burn & Co., Ld.) ; Mr. W. H. W. Urquhart, A.M.I.MECH.E.
(Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.).

Bengal Boiler Commission.

Mr. J. M. Grant (Clive Jute Mills) and Mr. R. J. Oliver
Bongal Smoke Nuisances' (Messrs. Martin & Co.) represent the
Commission, Chamber on this Commission,

Mr. A. B. Mallett (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) has
been recently re-nominated for a

Indien Conl Grading Board. further term of office as the represen-
tative of the Chamber on this Board.

Mr. J. A. Murray (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & ‘Co.) continued

The Caleatta Electric Supply t0 serve as the represergtative of the

Corporation : Cansultative Chamber on this Committee through-
ouimittee. out the year.

Mr. J. W. Church (The Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation,

continued to act as the
representaiive of the Chamber on this
Board.

Indian Elecinicity Rules, 1022 :
Licensing Board.

Mr. T. TF. M. Ferguson (Dunlop Rubber Co. (India), Ld.)
served throughout the year as the
representative of the ‘Chamber on the
Board of Communications.

Bengal Board of
Communications.

Mr. J. F. Blton (Messrs. Kilburn & Co.) is the representative
of the Chamber on the Traffic Advisory
Board, on which he served thronghout
the year.

Caloutta Traffic -Control :
Advisory Committee,

Mr. C. T. J. Crawford (Imperial Chemical Industries (India),
Bengal State Aid to Industries  1ud.) vepresents the Chamber on the
Act

¢t, 1921 : Board of Tndus-  Board of Industries.
trics.

Mr

A. . Beathall (Messrs. Bird & Co.) represents the

5 Chamber on this Board, whose term

Bengal B%,';]‘,,i‘:;. Beonomic ot office hs been extended for a further
year.

Mr. J. B, Ordish (Messrs. George Henderson & Co., Lid.)
. . . represented the Chamber on this
Tndinn Contral Jute Comumiltce. Committee throughout the year.




Bengal Textilo Institute,
-ampore,

A. L. Liyell (Messis. Shaw,

Bengal Tndustrial Survey
ommitteo,
The representatives of

The Ausiliary Force Act, 1020 :
Advisory Committes.

Chemical Industries (India)

The Pre

Calev'ta Txamination Committee
for Technical Recruits.

Bengal & Assam Railway :
Tocal Advisory Committce.

Committee of the Bengal &

Tast Tndian Railway : Loeal
dvisory Committec,

The representatives of

Railiway Rates Advisory
mitte

seed and petroleum . frade :
Yule & Co., Tid.) represont
0.B.E.,
trade, and M.
representing general trade.

The representatives of

The_Tndian Tea Market
.~ Expansion Board,

The vepresentatives of the Chamber on (he Mana ing

Committee of the Bengal Textilo
Institute, Serampore ave :—Mr. W.
Morvison (Angus Jute Mill); and My.
Wallzce & Co.). .

Mr. K. W. Mealing (Messps. Andrew Yule & Co., Tud.) is the

representative of the Chamber on this
Committee.

the Chamber on the Auxiliavy Force
Advisory Committee are :—Mr. K. W.
Mealing (Messts. Andrew Yule & Co.,
Ld.); and Siv Bernard Pratt (nperial
, Lid.).

‘dent, The Fon'ble Mr. J. H. Burder, is the

representative  (ez-officio) of  (he
Chamber on this Committee,

Mr. T. 8. Gladstone (Messts. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) and

Mr. K. W. Mealing (Messrs. Andrew
Yule & Co., Lid.) are the representatives
of the Chamber on the Local Advisory
Assam Railway.

Mr. T'. 8. Gladstone (Méssrs. Gillandexs, Arbuthnot & Co.) and

Mr. G. D. Forester (The Burmah
Shell Oil Storage & Distributing Co.
of India, Td.) represent the Chamber

on the Fast Tndian Railway, Tiocal Advisory Committee,

the Chamber on the Commercial Panel
of the Railway Rates Advisory
Comuaittee are the following :—Mr.
W. A M. Walker, C.B.5., LA,

(Messrs. Barry & Co.) representing the jute trade: Mr. T. D.
Townend (Messrs. Shaw, Wallace & Co.) representing the grain,

Sir Hery Richardson (Messrs. Andrew
ing the coal trade : Mr. R. B. Tiagden,

.0, (Messrs. McLeod & Co., Tid.) representing the tea
P. A. Cronopulo (Messts, Ralli Bros., T.d.)

the Chamber on this Bonrd are :—The
Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Burder (
Jardine, Skinner & Co.) and My, A1,
Tamieson. (National Bank of India,

Ld). Mr. Jemieson succeeded My, D, D. Storrar who resigned

in April 1943, Mr. N. T. Brain (Mesers. Brooke Bond India, Ld.)
continued to serve on the Board, as the represeniative of the
Associated Chambers of Commerce of India.

Mr. W, T, Dines (Messrs. Angelo Bros., Ld.) and Mr. D. G.
. . Sevastopulo (Messrs. Ralli Bros., Ld.)
Tndian Tao Gess Committee ™o representatives  of  the

Chamber on this Committee.

M. J. Findlay (Messrs. Bird & Co.) was recently re-nominated
as the representative of the Chamber
on  the  re-constituted  Visiting
Committee of the Carpbell* Hospital.

Campbell Hospital Visiting
itlee.

Mr. R. J. R. Davidson (Messts. Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.) is

. . the representative of the Chamber on

M°$f$h?:’“gf;nﬁasc‘;'ms the ve-constituted Visiting Committee
s : of the Medical College Hospitals.

Mr. A, T. Orr Dens (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.)
succeeded Mr. A. K. G. Hogg, of the
same firm, who resigned in July 1943,
. as the representative of the Chamber
on the Governing Body of the Mayo Hospital. The other
representative of the Chamber is Mr. T. A. Paterson (Messrs.
Jardine, Skinner & Co.).

Mayo Hospital : Governing
Body.

Mr. G. J. Cutler (Tea Districts Tabour Association) is the
representative of the Chamber on this
Board.

TRanchi Mental Hospital Roard.

Mr. C. Stewart (Mo

Lady Mintos Tndian Nursing
Association.

Jardine, Skinner & Co.) is the
Chamber’s  representative on  the
Committee of the Bengal Branch of
the Tady Minto's Indian Nursing

Association.

Mr. W, A, M. Walker, ¢.B.E., M. (Messrs, Barry & Co.)
represents the Chamber on  the
General Committee of the Caleutta
Hospital Nurses’ Institution.

Calentta Hospital Nurses®
mstitution.

The Hon’ble Mr. J. . Burder (Messis, Jardine, Skinner &
Co.), the President, is the representa-
tive-of the Chamber on the Managing
Body of the Bengal Branch of the

Indian Red Cross Socioty.

Indian Red Cross Society.
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T]w Drasident, the Flon'ble Mr..J. H. Burder (Messrs, Jardine,
Skinner & Co.) s also the representa-
tive (ca-officio) of the Chamber on the
Committee of Management of this Fund.

Ldy Canuing Memorial Fand.

M. .J. Morshead (Messrs, Twmer, Morrison & Co., Ld.)
suaceeded Mr. G. V. Lioyd of the
sume firm as the representative of the
Chamber on the Board of Trustees of the Indian Museum in April
1943,

The Indian Museum.

The Chamber's
fengnl Board of Film Consors.

representative on  this Board is Mr. N.
Mackinnon,

Muelicod (Messrs.
Mackenzie & Co.).

The President, the Hon'ble Mx,
Skinner
and 2 member of the Mxacutive
Commitice of the Victoria Memorial representing the Chamber,

Vietorin Momorinl,

Mr. W, T, Younie (Messrs. Price, Waterhouse. Pent & Co.)
and Mr. J. Blair (Messrs. James
Tinlay &  Co., Td) are the
representatives of the Chamber on the
Bonrd of Management. of the Tnstitute.

‘he  Government  Commercinl
Tnstitufe.

M ToOWL.OAL

The Calentta Technical School,

Carpenter  (Messes. Bird & Co.) is the
representative of the Chamber on the

the Governing Body of this School,

The Chamber's representative on this Board is My, T, W, AL
Board of Apprenticeship Carpenter of Messrs. Bird & Co.
‘raining.

Mro W S, Q. Tully, MBaE., ACA..
Si, Thomas' Schoal,

R.A. (Vessrs, Gillanders,
Arbuthnat & Co.) is the Topresentative

of the Chamber on the Board of
Governors of §t. Thomas' Schoal.

" Whe President of the Chamber, the Fow'ble Mr. J. 7. Burder

Messrs, Ty N 3
Ta Martiniero : Tonnd of (Hrr'« s. Tavdine Skinner & Co.) is an
Govornors. er-officio member of the Board of
Governars of this Tnstitution,

Mr. W, 8. CL Tully, anm., s

s Ra. (Messes, Gllanders,

Arbuthnot .\ Co.) the nominee of this
Chamber, is {he representative of {he
of Tndia on the Tndian

Tndian Accointancy Board,

Associated  Chambers of - Commerce
Accountancy Board.

Mr. H. M. Molesworth (Imperinl Chemical Industries (Indm)
Ld.) succeeded, Mr., J. M. Tall, a.c.a,
of the smme firm, as the umuull.um.
of the Chamber on the Couneil of the l’nsh(u(L, on the latier”
transler to Delhiin Mareh 1943.

Indian Statistical Institute.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Bxecutive
Committee of the Society are :—Mr
1. 8. Gladstone (Me Gillander
Arbuthnot & Co.);and Mr. W. Melntyre (Messrs. Mucneill & Co.).

Distriot  Charitable Society.

Mr. W. McIntyre: (Messes, Macneill & C«\.)‘ also represents the
The Government Workhouse. Chamber  on  the Commiltee of
i © Management of this Institution.

Mr. J. Morshead (Messis. Turner, Morrison & Co., Ld.)
. . . suceceded Mr. G V. Liloyd of the smme
Huropean CE,::;:’.‘":E‘:““ Beliel oy i April 1043 as the representative

of the Chamber on this Committee.

The President, the Hou’ble Mr. J. H. Burder (M
Skinner & Co.) is the representative
of the Chamber ex-oficio on the
Central Council of the Ex-Services

. Jardine,

Ex-Services Association : Central
Couneit,

Assoviation.

Mro W J. B Walker, ca. (The  Statesman Ld) is the

The Crichton Trust. representative of the Chamber on the
Crichton Trust.

Mr. 1. Lyne (Messes. Hoare, Miller & Co., L)) represents
The Calewttn Socioly for the  the  Chambor on  the  (eneral
P;gm:.{mn of (‘ludl\ o Committee of the Caleutta Society for
Hmals. the Trevention of Cruelty to Animals,

Mro AL B Mallett (M Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) has

ently been  re-nominated as the
representative of Luropean Commeres

. in Calewtts on the Advi Pilot
Committee for the year 1944,

Advisory Pilot Committee,
al.

e, ALY O Deas (Messrs. Mackinuon, Mackenzie & Co.)
succeeded Mr. A, K, G. Hogg of the

Central Advisory Committeo for

Lighthonsos, sume firm as one of the lq\lc\cntxlll\e
| of the 4 ed  Ghambers  of
. Commerce of Tndia on the Central Committee for

dvisory
Lighthouses, representing 1 Zuropean Commerce in Bengal,




Mr. S. D. Gladstone (Messrs. Ogilvy, Gillanders & Co.,
London) is the representative of the

Tedesation of Chambers of Com- (v, . Bxecutive Council
mittee of fhe British Ermpire, Chamber on the Execntive Conneil of
the Federation.

The vepresentatives of the Chamber on the Committee of
y Management of this Association are :—
Sir Renwick  Maddow  (Messts.
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) and Mr. J. Morshead (Messrs.
Truner, Morrison & Co., T.d.).

Sir Hemr§ Horsman is the joint vepresentative of the Upper

International *TFederation of Indin and  Bengal Chambers of
Master Cotton Spinners and ~ Commerce on the Committee of {he
Manufacturers' - Association.  Jroqerntion.

Sir George Morton, 0.B.E., a.c. (Messrs. Bird & Co.) is the
Trovincial Advisory Committee representative of the Chamber on this
for War Supplies in Bengal.  Bogyd.

Mr. P. T. 8. Warren, B.a.(Caniab.), A.M.1.C.E., aw.LE. (Ind.),

Board of Scientific and (Messrs. Jessop & Co., Ld.) is the

Thc]m;:‘l;"i:{ Rescara, represeniative of the Chamber on this
Board.

Mr. 8. J. Vlasto (Messrs. Ralli Bros., Tud.) is the representative

Board of Agriculture: Cotton  Of the Chamber on this Sub-Committee.
- Sub-Committee.

Seamen’s Welfare Association.

Dr. W. G. Macmillan, n.sc., Ph.n. (Aberd & Cantab.), F.1.C.

Bengal Board of Scientific is the representative of the Chamber
Research, on this Bomd.

. M C..D. Ferier, A, B.se. (Messts. Gillanders, Arbuthnot

Provincial Advisory Board on & Co.) is the nominee of the Chamber
Forest Utilisation, on this Board.

Mr. H. D. Townend represents the Chamber on the Advisory
Bengal Prico Control Committee, 130010 of the Bengal Price Control
Committee.

The representative of the Chamber on this Bowd is My, K. W.
Bengal Electric Control Board, j}j]e:;hn;: (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co.,
d.).

Mr. W. Corsie (Messrs. Lyall, Marshall & Co.) is the nominee
Bengal Provingial Sugar Board.  of the Chamber on this Board.

Mr. D. Gladding, c.ik., 1.8 (Caleutln Tlectric Supply

tion, I.d.) has been re-nomi-
nated as the Chamber’s representative
X on the Provincial Transport Authority,
Bengal, as provided for under the Bengal Motor Vehicles Act, 1939.

Provincial Transport, Authority,
. Bengal.
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Mr. J. P. Baggs (Messts. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) ie the
representative of the Chamber on the
Regional Transport Authority.

Regional Transport Authority.

The report of the Royal Iixchange for the year 1943 is appended
The Royal Bxchange, Lt_: this l}?eporh The business of the
IExchange has proceeded as usual

during the year.

Arbitrations under the auspices of the Tribunal of Arbitration
of the Chamber are classed under
three headings, jute, piece-goods and
general.  The  heading ~ “‘general
arbitrations” embraces jute manufactured goods, coal, ete.,
disputes in which mostly questions of law and custom are involved,
and all cases in which goods other than jute and piece-goods ave
concerned.

The Chamber Tribunal of
Arbitration.

The total number ‘of arbitration cases instituted during the

year 1943 was 499 and -there were 55 casee pending at the close of
the year 1942. Of these cases, 461 proceeded to award; 49 were
withdrawn ; and 44 cases were pending at the close of the year
1943. In 1 case 7 awards and in 2 cases 2 awards each were jssued
as the dispute arose from more than one contract. The various
classes of goods in cases in which awards were issued were repre-
sented as follows :—Jute 420; Hessians and Bags 27; Piece-Goods
1; Coal 1; Rice 1; Yurn 1; and Miscellaneous 10. The revenue
devived by the Chamber from institution fees paid by members and

non-members, including applications for the issue of certified .

survey reports referred to in the following paragraph, amounted to
Rs. 85,242 as compared with Rs. 86,988 in the préceding year.

During the year under review 85 survey applications were
received and 15 applications were
pending at the close of 1942, These
were dealt with under the Rules for surveys. Avrising out of these
applications 88 certified reports were issued, 5 cases were withdrawn
and 7 cases were pending at the end of 1943. In 3 cases 2 reports
each were issued as separate parcels were involved. The various
classes of goods were represented in this total to the following
extent : Linseed 27; Fessian Cloth and Bags 9; Castor-Seeds 2;
Yarn 1; Piece-Goods 1; and Toodstufls 48.

Chamber Surveys,

The report of the Munaging Committee of the Tiicensed
Measurers Department of the Chamber
for the year ended the 81st December
1943 is attached to this report ag usual,

Licensed Measurers Department.
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GENERAL.

The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India:
25th Annual General Meeting, December, 1943.—Iic
Excellency, the Viceroy, Tield Marshal The Right Hon'ble The
Viscount Wavell, P.C., G.C.B., G.C.8.T., G.C.LE., CAM.G., M.C.,
accompanied by Hig Excellency, Sir Thomas Rutherford, x.c.s.1.,
C.LE., 1.C.5., Acting Governor of Bengal, gracionsly opened the
proceedings of the 25th Annual General Meeting of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of India on Monday, the 20th December
1948. Other distinguished guests aleo favoured the Chambers on
this oceasion with their presence at the opening ceremony which was
attended by a more than usually large gathering of members of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. The following resolutions—
which were generally brought forward at the instance of the
Chambers specified—weie unanimously adopted at the meeting :—

Incgme Ta
Chamber—

: Property—Allowance for repairs under seetion 9(1)().—Upper India

In view of the incrensed cost of materials and labour and (he fact {hat
rents have remained practically unchanged owing fo rent restriction orders
framed under (he Defence of India Act, 1939, and other causes, this Association
invites tic attention of the Central Boand-of Revemue to 4he inadequacy of the
allowance of xth of the bona fide annual value of property consisting
of buildings and lands appurtenant {herefo permissible under Section 9 aub-
seotion (1) Clause (1) of the Tncome Tax Act (Act XI of 1022) and recom-
mends that it should be made more liberal by suitable amendment of the Act.

2. ‘Tncome Taz Appéllatte Tribunal.—Bengal Chamber—

fon requests the early attention of the Government of Indin
fo the following matters conncctod with the practice and procedure before the
Trcome Tax Appellate Tribunal :—

(1) That the request for fhe establishment of loeal Registrars for fling
and_f itati icati with the local
Tenches, be reconsidered

(@) That the decisions of all Benches of the Tribunal be made available
to the public, if necessary by the amendment of Section 54 of th
Indinn Tncome Tax Act, and

(®) That the Goverament of Tndin take an early apportunity, in consul-
tation il comimercinl intcrests, of revising whete nocossary
varions provisions of fhe Tncome Tax Appellafe Tribunal's Rulos
and Forins and the practice obinining (hereundor.

B

Bacess [Trofts Toz: Post-War tasation on profits of indusiry—Bongal

induis. Association wrges dhe Government of Tndia fo give an assurance o
 industry that, on fhe ferininalion of excess profts fay, 1 revenue expenses
incurred or acerued in carnit fheso excoss profits bt oy sl ey
a5 0 charge because of their indeterminate nature will bo allgwed Lo gl
I aompnting the final Jinbility fo excoss profits tax; and (hey ofeom of
such tax in adjustment.thercof will be made Should the fas Ly been removed.

(1)

4. Post-War Re-construction.—Madras Chamber—.

This Associalion believes that a programmo of posi-war reconstruction
should cover the wholé social and cconomic field, including measures necessary to
raise agricultural production and a_determined drivo ngainst illiteracy, poverty
and disease, g al a substantial rise in (he standard of living of the
peoples of India and that such plans should include industrial expansion at a
socially desirable level, To further this programme, i is resolved to recommend
1o the Government of India the immediate appointment of a Committee composed
of those qualificd fo plan such measures as are nccessary and to remain in
session until their work is concluded.

Post-War Trade Policy—(us amended).—Punjab Chamber—

While (his meofing welcomes for i i perati
in regard to currency and trade matters. it desires {o draw gpecinl attention
fo the comparative backwardness of Tndin's cconomy and ils low standard of
living, and trusls, therefore, (hat such arrangemenis as may be entered into
on Tndin's hehalf will not interfere with tho orderly development, of India's
resources, both in men and materials, and in the consequentinl jmprovement
in the standard of living. ’

This meeting is furlher of opinion that, in the meantime, n_comprehensive
review, particularly of tnxation, cxciso and fariffs in India, in all thoir aspects,
shonld’ be undertaken in the inferests of cnsuring o balanced development of
India’s cconomy on sound and secure foundations.

6.

War Risks Insurance~Northern India Chamber—

Tn view of the substantial amonnts standing to {he eredit of tho War Risks
(Factories) Tnsurance Fund and the War Risks (Goods) Tnsnrance Fund and
having regard to the all-round improvement in (he war situation as a whole,
4lie Associated Chambers recommend fhat.the War Risks (Factorics) Insurance
Scheme be continued for a od of one year from the Ist April 1044 at o
rafe of premium not excecding one-half of ‘one per cent. per annum and thab,
with effect from (he_commencement of the next ensuing. quarter, dhe rato of
premium under the War Risks (Gonds) Insurance Scheme bo reduced {o one-half
anna per complete hundred rupees per month or par( of a monih.

=

Inflation.—Punjab Chamber—

While recognising {he efficacy of the sleps already taken by Government to
control inflafion of eurrency, (his meeting is of opinion that carly steps should
be taken to facilitafe the import of capital goods and bullion; and as a short-
term policy the import of consumption goods fo meet the present deficiency.

o

Claims in respect of losi or damaged goods against Railwoay Administrations.—
Bengal Chamber—

While appreciating fhe greatly increased difficulties of Rnilway Administra-
tion brought about by the war, this Associntion urges upon the Railway Board
fhe necessity for improving (ho supervision and methods of handling of cargo
in_transit by rail in order to_reduce the heavy dnmage and losses at present:
being incurred and recommends that the procedure of the Claims Soction of
the various Tailways bo roviewed by o compelent Committce with {ho-object
of enabling thom officiently and promptly to dispose of claimg filed ngainst
them by the publi

B

Trunl: Telephone Services.—Narthern India Chamber—

This Association draws attention o fhe present almost ol

business infcrests from fhe uso of the {runk felophone sorvice as an instrument

c_{rangaction of bus and recommeonds that a perind of fwo hours bo

d daily for commercinl frunk calls during which period only the highest

calls will ho accepied from  sclecfed departments and officials of
Government, and of tho Torces,

folal of
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10. The Trade Marks Act, 1040 : Reoiprocal arrangements with Indian States—
Madras Chamber—

This Association invites {he aftention of the Department of Commerco to
fhe ueed for an early settlement of the difficulties arising out of the necessity
{o salisfy the requirements of more {han onc registration anthority in India
and urges the Government of Indin to secure {ho acceptance of a common policy
on irade mark registralion as belween British Indin and the various Ludian

tafes.

The following resolution was carried nem con. :—

India’s Food Policy.—Punjab Chamber—

This meoting urges npon the Government {he imperative necessity of making
Tndia_self-supporting in the matter of food and recommends that all pecessary
steps. for fhis purpose should be taken with the least possible delay and, in
particular, steps be foken to prevent the cxport of manures (including all
commodities of manurial value) and also to arrange for the expeditions import,
both of fertilisera and of plant for the manufacture of fertilisers, on as large
a scalo as possiblo.

At the ordinary meeting, which followed the formal part of the
agenda, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce was again appointed to
nominate the President and Secretary for the ensuing year.

THE WAR
WAR RISKS INSURANCE

A. GENERAL: (1) Continuance of War Risks Insurance
Schemes.—
The question of the attitude which the Associated Chambers should
adopt towards the renewal, continuance or otherwise (in  their
present or in amended form) of the above War Risks Insurance
Schemes when their cmrent term expives next year, engaged the
attention of the Chamber Committee in - consuitation with the
TIndustrial Affairs Sub-Committee. The question-of the continnance
of the “Tactories” scheme after the 81st March 1944, however,
was the subject of an official reference made to the Associated
Chambers by the Government of India. As a reply was requested
by the 18th December, arrangements were made for the subject to
be discussed at the Annual General Meeting of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce on the 20th December when the following
resolution-—which has since been communicated to the Government
of India—was unanimously adopted :—

Tn view of tho enhstantial amounts standing 1o the ered sk
(Factories) Tnsurance Tund and the War Risks (Goods) ]’::s\;’:m:i‘:' };{?r:dm:rlng
having regard to the all-round improvement in the war situation ng a wholo, he
Associated Glhambers recommend {hat the War Risks (Factories) Insurancs Schiemo
be continned for o period of ono year from the 1sy April 1044 af o rato of premium
not exceeding cne-half of ono per cent. per annum and that, with effect from the
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commencement of the next ensning quarter, fhe rate of premium under {he War
Risks (Goods) Tnsurance Scheme be reduced fo one-half anna per complete hundred
rupees per month or part of a month.

(@) War Risks TInsurance : Rales of Premium.—In Mareh
the Chamber had under consideration a letter received from
the Associated Chambers in  which it was sfated that. a
recommendation had been received from two constitnent Chambers
that action should be taken to obiain a reduciion in the rates of
premium payable under the War Risks Tnsurance Schemes. The
reduced threat of air raids in North-Western and Central Indin—
accepted by the Government of India as a reason for reducing A, R.
P. expenditure in these areas—was the ground on which one
Chamber recommended that such a claim for reduced rates should
be made. The other recommended that a case should be submitted
to the Government of India for a reduction in the War Risks (Goods)
Insurance Scheme rate only.

The Associated Chambers, in considering {he question separately
with reference to (i) the War Risks (Goods) Insurance Scheme,
and (if) the War Risks (Tactories) Tnsurance Scheme, pointed out
that the latter scheme had mnot then been in operation for a full
year and no official figures were available to show how the
“Tactories” Inswrance Fund stood. Moreover, the cwmrrent rate
of premium, namely 49, covered a period of two years {o the end
of March 1944.  This latter consideration, it was thought, precluded
any prospecl of a reduction in the present rate and, before
considering the submission of any official representations to the
Government of Indin, the Associated Chambers considered it
desirable to await the financial results of the first full yem's
working of the scheme.

The Chamber was in complete agreement, and considered that
there were no good grounds al the present time on which to base
representations to the Government of Tndia for a reduction in the
rate of premium under the War Risk (Factories) Insurance Scheme.

As regards the War Risks (Goods) Tnsmrance Scheme, this
matter—it was explained—had alrendy been taken up informally
by the Associated Chambers with the Department of Commereo,
Government of Tndia, which action had clicited {he siatement that
so long as the Japanese were still in occupation of Burma,
Government. could not entertain any proposal for a reduction in the
existing rafe of premium. The Associated Chambers also drew
attention to the fact that it had already been officially nofified that
the premium payable under any policy of insurance under {he
““Goods”” Tnsurance Scheme in respect of the quarter ending 80th
June 1943 should be & annas per month or part of a month for
each complete sum of one hundred rupees, being the same rate
as for the previous quarter,
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The Chamber’s opinion was that the Associated Chambers
should press the Government of India for a reduction in the rate
of premium so far as the War Risks (Goods) Insurance Scheme was
concerned. Action on these lines was in due cowse taken and has
résulted in a reduction in the rate from 3 to 2} annas for the
July/September quarter.

In Government of India Notification No. 43-W.R.I.(G) /43
published in September the rate of .premium was fixed at 2 annas
per month or part of a month for the quarter ending 31st December

B. WAR RISKS (GOODS) INSURANCE SEHEME :—
Tron and steel goods.—In the report for 1942 reference was
made to the notifications issued by Government on the 1dth
November, the eflect of which was to create a new category of
goods volmtarily insurable under the Ordinance, to which a large
number of dities including various categories of iron and
steel (previously in the schedule of non-insurable articles) were
transferred. The preminm chargeable in respect of the insurance
of goods in-this category was double the normal rate, and was
regarded by the Chamber as excessive and unjustified, especially
as it had been understood that the main reason for the exclusion
of the goods in question from the operation of the Ordinance was
that their natuwre did not make them easily liable to extensive
damage. Government therefore were strongly pressed by the
Chamber to reconsider the double rate imposed in respect of the
classes of goods referred to.

Tnformation was subsequently received that the Chambe:

s
request has been fully considered, but Government were unable

to revise the rate.
Government were a
relation to the voluntary
particularly
goods :—

<0 asked to clarify the following points in
insmrance of the goods referred to above.
as regards fabricated or semi-fabricated iron and steel

(a) Ts the insurable value unlimited?

(1) Does the scheme caver only material or materials lus Tabour and overheads?

(@ If the lnfter, how is the value to be computed
2

, and at intervals s it
to be readjusted? at what intervals is i

(4) Docs the value inclnde any element of profit?

() Docs the scheme cover only work in re i i
i i s rogress, or does i de “nished
goods in iraneits P oes it include nisl

D Dogs the scheme cover ans and every kind of engineering work, or are
omissions from the echedule fo be Tegarded 15 exelnsiogs. -
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The following explanation was received from Government :—
(a) The insurable value is unlimited.

(b) In_case of finished and part finished articles, labour and overheads aro
included.
(@) Value is to be computed on the basis of the value of materials plus labour

and overhead charges up (o the time of insurance and may be readjusted from
time fo time when substantial appreciation in value takes place,

(4) The value reckoned for insurance does not include any clement of profit.
() & (f) The scheme covers all finished goods for sale and also materials from
which” the Loods for sale are manufactured. Goods mentioned in the Scheduls
to the Notification No. 70-W.R.I/42 dated 14th November 1942 are not insurable
1-W.R.L /4 N

at all. Those mentioned in Noiification No. 7 ed 14th November
s are compulsors

1942 are voluntarily insurable aud those outside these notif
insurable if the. total value of all insurable goods owned by the trader e
Rs. 20,000/~ in any one I'residency town or district.

&

C. WAR RISKS (FACTORIES) INSURANCE SCHEMI :
(1) Requisitioned Factory Property.—The Chamber’s attention
was drawn by the Indian Jute Mills Association to the
anomalous position which had arisen us a result of a ruling of the
War Risks Insurance Advisory Committee, Bombay, that where
a factory had insured the buildings of certain godowns in therr
compound and had then had them requisitioned for mil use,
Government had held that these godowns ceased to be insurable
undei' the War Risks (Factories) Insurance Ordinance, 1942, In
view of the obvious effects this would have on industrial
establishments, the Chamber was asked to take the question up
with the Government of India. Accordingly the Chamiber addressed
a summary of views on the subject to the Government in
September.  The Committee stressed the seriousness of the position
and maintained thas immediate action by the Government of India
was necessary in one of two directions namely :—

(a) an amendment of the Ordinance on the lines of a provision
to the eflect that, notwithstanding anything contained
in the Ordinance, property appertaining to a factory
does not cease to be insurable under the Ordinance
merely by reason of its being requisitioned or hired
by Government and thereby no longer appertaining
to or being used for the purposes of the factory; or

(b) the  assumption, by the Governmen{ departments
responsible for the requisitioning of the property, of
lability for war ris damage sustained by the
property during the period of requisition or hire.

It was considered essential that the Government departments
concerned should forthwith nge that the owners of requisitioned
property should be fully indemnified against war risks or other
damage. But to avoid the delay which would be caused by the
number and diversity of the channels through which such an

&
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arrangement would have to pass, it was strongly urged that the
Ordinance be amended on the lines indicated in paragraph (a)
above, in order to afford cover of at least the 80% allowed by the
War Risks Insurance Scheme to requisitioned properties, with the
acceptance by the Government departments concerned of liability
for the reimbursement to the owners of the insurance premium
involved. 'The Chamber hasised the ity for i di;
action by the Commerce Department in consuliation with the War
and Supply Departments to which a copy of the proposals had been
sent, as also to the War Risks Insurance Advisory Committee in
Bombay.

In November the War Risks Insmance Advisory Committee
informed the Chamber that the question had been discussed in
conference with Government in Bombay, when it was decided
that too many complications would avise following an amendment
of the Ordinance, as numerous policies had been rectified and refunds
granted in respect of premises taken over by various authorities,
and that industry in many parts of India would not want war ricks
cover to ti he possibility of adopting the alternative
cowrse (D) suggested by the Chamber was under the consideration
of the Government. The Commerce Department in a later letter
reiterated the assurance that the matter was being considered, and
every effort was being made to expedite a decision.

(2) Transfer of properly fjrom one factory to another.—In
March the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India made &
representation to the Government of India in connection with the
double payment of war risk inswance premium in the case of
machinery and plant which had been transferred from one factory
to another.

In reply, the Government of India stated that they had
decided that where, as a result of some bona fide transaction or by
operation of law, any property forming part of an insured factory
ceased to be used for the purposes of that factory and thereby ceased
to be insurable in relation to that factory, rectification of the policy
would be allowed with effect from the beginning of. the quarter
next following that in which the property ceased fo be insurable
=0 as to exclude its value with | t in sul
instalments of premium. h

Government’s letter added hat if any
appertaining to an insured factory were fr:
factory, they would form additions {o the latter factory and a
supplementary policy should be taken ont in respect of the transfer-
red plant and machinery in relation 4o that factory before the end of
the quartér in which the transfer took place. The premium payable

plant and machinery
ansferred to another such

i
|
|
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under such supplementary policy would not be the full 4% of the
insurable value of the property, but would be governed by Commerce
Department Notification No. 15-W.R.I.(F)/42 dated the 29th May
1942 as subsequently amended. As regards the factory from which
the transfer took place the policy would, as explained in the
preceding paragraph, be rectified from the beginning of the quarter
next following that in which the transfer was effected.

3) Tranways.—Tramway coneerns come within the Factories
Insurance Scheme, only to the extent to which they are
“factories” for the purposes of the Factories Act, 1934. In May
1042 the Associaied Chambers recommended to Government that
provision should be made to extend cover to tramway gystems
including rolling stock ; but the Government of India took no action
on these lines and in the absence of any further expressed desire
ou the part of the various tramway undertakings in India for the
re-agitation of this issue, the matter was not actively pursued. It
was, however, re-opened by the Karachi Chamber who suggested
to the Associafed Chambers that in the event of tramway under-
takings becoming insurable, tramway track in that vieinity should
be excluded from compulsory insurance under the Scheme, ae in
their view the risk of serious damage by enemy action was negligible.
The Associated Chambers were of the opinion that the Government
of India might not accept this view; indeed the contr: ry might
prove to be the case, as railway lines, overhead cables, e ., within
the precinets of a_factory were at present compulsorily insurable
under the scheme.

Constituent Chambers concerned were asked to express their
views on the further action, if any, the Associated Chambers should
take. This Chamber accordingly asked the Calcutta Tramways Co.,
Ld. whether they desived the question of war risks cover for tramway
installations as a whole to be re-opened with the Government of
India, and, if so, whether tramway {rack should be excluded.

The Caleutta Tramways Co., T.d. informed the Chamber tha
they did not consider any useful purpose would be served in
re-opening the question, as no uniformity of opinion existed among
the various transport systems and that in view of past experience
of enemy raids and present conditions when  the possibility of
further raids appeared to be diminishing, it was considered that
any risk to rolling stock and sub-stations could be reasonably borne
by themselves. If, however, it was decided (o re-open the question
at a Jater date they would be prepared to consider the matter in
the light of conditions obtaining al the time.

. The Associated Chambers of Commerce of Tndia, to whom this
view was communicated, have since informed the Chamber that the
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majority opinion of the Chambers concerned is against any action
being taken and that the question has therefore been allowed to
drop. :

(4) Batension of Factorics Scheme to Inland Craft.—It was
stated in the 1942 Report that the Government of India had
convened a meeting to consider the proposed amendment of the
War Risks (Factories) Insurance Ordinance to include inland craft.
This Conference with members of the Commerce and Finance
Departments at which inland shipping intereste were represented
by Sir Renwick Haddow, Mr. M, A. F. Hirtzel, M.B.E., M.L.A., and
Mr. I. H. Anderson, was held at New Delhi on the 7th of March,
At the outset of the meeting it was pointed out to Government by
the deputation that the suggested rate of premium of 8% was
prohibitive as the risk of heavy claims being made in respect of
mobile inland craft was considerably less than in the case of factories
and other immoveable property. After further discussion the
Government’s representatives conceded a rate of 4%, but the
deputation maintained that this was still considered excessive.
The question was postponed, however, until inland craft owners
could be consulted. Government eventually proposed a rate of 8%

for the period ending 31st March 1944 and thereafter the same as

for factories.

The consensus of opinion amongst the affected interests was
that the proposed rate of premium was still unduly high for a very
mobile and widely dispersed risk, when compared with the rate for
factories. These concerned, however, decided to accept the rate,
subject to satisfactory assurances being given by the Government
regarding certain points of detail which were raised by the Steamer
Companies in April.

An official notification, Ordinance No. XXV of 1943, giving
gﬂ‘ect to tlug amendment was issued by the Government of India
11)%4%\1_1)' entitled *“War Risks (Inland Vessels) Tnsurance Ordinance

Tn order to clarify certain questions relating to the Ordinance
the Chamber, supported by the opiniong of the Caleutza River
Tmnspoﬂ Association, the Turopean Mofussil Jute Balers
Association and the Tnland Steamer Companies, took up the

following points with the Commerce Department of the Government
of India:—

(1) The Chamber pointed out the anom
existed as a result of the Governmen(
tioned by Government had to be insured
requisitioned godowns could not ingure.

alous position which

rale that inland vesselt
, while owners of
Government’s attitude on
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this point was that the godown when requisitioned ceased to be
used for the purposes of the factory, whereas the inland vessel
continued ,to be used for the same purpose of transportation and
therefore had to be insured. Turther reference is made to this
subject in another section of the Report.

(2) The Chamber also sought confirmation that—

Tnsurance of requisitioned vessels by the owner does not affect the liability
already assumed by Government for the entire risk (i.c. that it is not limited to
80%).

(b) The Tiabilit;
include a vessel requ

insurance by the owner of a requisitioned vessel does not
ned for use overseas.
The Commerce Department replied that :—

(a) The matter should be taken up with the Departments concerned by
interested parties.

(b) The liabil

y for insurance ends when the vessel leaves Indian waters.

Turther discussion elicited the following information—
(1) The date for insurance under Section 3(2) of the Ordinance had been fixed
as the 30th September 1943. .

(2) *“Specification’ wnder Section 3(1) of the Ordinance had been adopted to
cxclude the owners of miscellaneons craft who did not desire or need cover under
the scheme. Government would, however, consider their inelusion should spplication
be made by trading corporations who should give all details of the craft and consider
their acceptance as irrevocable.

War Injuries (Compensation Insurance) Act,
1948.—1t will be recalled from the 1942 Report of the Chamber
that reference was made to the anticipation that Government would
introduce a supplementary scheme of insurance whereby the relief
afforded under the War Injuries Scheme, 1942, wonld be brought
up to the scale of ““Workmen’s Compensation” relief.

The preliminary details of a Bill based on this scheme—specified
as a “Bill to impose on employers a liability to pay compensation
to workmen sustaining war injuries and to provide for the insurance
of employers against such liability’’—were cireulated for opinion
to the industrial Associations in this part of India as a basis of
discussion by the Chamber’s Industrial Affairs Sub-Committee, in
order that these views might be put before the Select Committee to
which the Bill was referred in May. The opinion generally
supported by the affected interests wag that the measure tended to
be discriminating and incompatible with the principle already
accepted by Government in the promulgation of the War Injuries
Scheme, 1942; and that an extension of this scheme to include
wider category of industrial workers—a point already stressed by
the Chamber in 1942—would have been more accepfable. But the

Eeite )
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amendment of ceriain clauses of the Bill by Government. before
its final enactment, was held to be generally satisfactory. especially
in relation to clause 7 which was amended io read “Provided that
the rate of any periodic payment affer the fist shall not be higher
than the rate estimated to raise the amomnt in the Fund. after the
repayment of the advances, if any. paid into the Fund by the
Ceniral Government under sub-section (2) of Seetion 1T to a sum
of rupees fifteen lakhs.”

2

The Act makes an important pros
remaining in the Fund after all payments
utilised for the benefit of workmen.

on that any balance
ave been made will be

4. R. P.: (@Propaganda for the maintenance of morale during
and after air raids.—FEaly i the year the Chamber were
informed by the Eastern India Committee of the Employer's
Tederation of India that, as o result of the air raids which
had just taken place, they had given consideration to the
problem of improving labour morale by means of propaganda.
What was particularly felt to be necessary was propaganda which
attempted to stiffen morale by reassuring workers regarding the
effects of raids and siressing and emphasizing the difficnlties and
disadvantages suffered by those who left their work due fo the fear
of raids or their actual occurrence.

To this end the Committee had decided to issue to all factories
and concerns who were interested—

(@) & regular fortnightly propaganda news sheet printed in
English, Bengali, Urdu and Hindi for distribution
among the workers and despatch to their lhomes.
special editions of which would be published after
actual raids, and

{(b) a series of posters for display in factories des ing with
various salient points in the campaign {0 improve
morale.

The Chamber were asked if they wonld bring this matter to the
attention of their members with industrial interests who were not
members of Tndustrial Associations and ascertain if thev wished
copies of the proposed newspaper and posters. This was done and
the vesponse from members revealed {hat there was a general
interest in the proposals and a desive to have copies of both
newspaper and posters provided. )

@ A. R. P in the business arca.—To cirenlar No, 9-1048

of the 19th January were appended varions papers received from
the Government of Beng:

aal on the subject of five-fighting arrange-
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ments in commercial offices. Tn May 1042, the Chamber in
ng all heads of member firmg and companies. luid particular
emphasis on the need for ensuri dequate A, R. P. arrangements
in the business area inasmuch as it wag sparsely populated during
the night and crowded during the day. Owing to the meagre
response to the following two questio

() Are the premises you occupy manned (@) by day and
(0 by night, by fire-fighting squads?

(i) Ave the premises you ocenpy equipped with the nece:
A, R. P, equipment and fire-fighting appliances?

members were again urgently requested to give the wmatler
their attention "in order that a wore complete picture of the
five-fighting arrang s in il Dbuildings might be
presented to the Government of Bengal. Those members wishing
ta revise purticulars they had previously submitted were asked to
do so.

The particulars thus collected were collated and forwarded
to the Goverument of Bengal. :

Tn conueetion with the above. the A\, R. T. Staff Officer
informed the Chamber that several offices. although manned
by fire-fighting and general A, R. T, squads during the day. had
no squads on duty during the night; the difficulty in some cases
apparently being that the stal were reluctant fo join the office
A, R. P. organisation unless given an A, R. P, allowance. On
the assumption that this . the Chamber investigated the
arrangements being made by representative offices. Tt was found
that the circumstances and practices vavied inasmuch as some offices
had a permanent or speeial A, R. P, stafl employed solely for that
purpose. whilst others recruited their A. R. P. squads from among
their ordinary employees—in the case of night duiy squads from
their resident staff such as durwans and chaukidars, who were
given a flat rate dufy allowance ving between Rs. 5/- and
7/8/- a month. Tnder this arrangement the full allowance
paid only if the individual members turned out promptly and
efficiently immediately an alert (whether an office practice or an
official alert) was somnded.  Others. in the case of night duty staff.
gave for actual night duiy when an official air-raid warning was
sounded, either a day’s pay or from 12 annas to Re. 1/- for each
night on which an official alert occurred.

(e) Post  Raid  Tnformation.—Tmmediately  following the
enemy air raid which took place on December 5ih members were
veminded in Cireular Tietter No. 5407-1948 dated the 9th December
1943 that the Chamber assumed the responsibility of supplying
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the Civil Defence Commissioner as soon as possible after an air
raid with information of a general nature regarding the effects of

the raid on production ind on the morale of labour in the Caleutta
industrial area.

Reports received from members revealed that on the whole
the morale of the lahomr after the raid was commendable.

(@) A. R. P. Roof Spoticrs.—To avoid loss of time and
produetion  during aiv raid alerts, a member put  forward a
suggestion that some sort of official roof spotier system, as in force
in the U. K., should be introdueed to keep office and factory workers
employed until danger from enemy planes was actually near.

This point, fhe Chamber replied. had been discussed with the
A. R. P. and Civil Defence Authoritics of the Tiocal Government
and had w'so heen considered by fhe Chamber Commitiee in
conjunction with {heir Tndustrial Afairs Sub-Committec. Their
views, reinforced by experience. were that a system of roof spotting
wag neither practicable nor desirable. and more recent enquiries.
indicated that Government could not arange fthe necessary
extensive fraining. :

. Individnal establishments however were free to experiment
with a yoof spotting system, but it was generally held that such
an attempt would be ill-advised from the morale viewpoint.

COST OF LIVING :—

(@ Working Class Cost of Living Tndex.—From the fisures
supplied by the Government of Bengal which the Chamber
continued to circulate to members until their publication ceased in
May, the cost of living index for the working class rose from 218
in December to 291 in March—there was a temporary fall in
this cost in April but it again rose to 292 in May. The Chamber
was supplied with the figures for the remaining m
in two indices provided by the office of the Labour Commiesioner
Bengal, from which it was noted that the figure reached its. rne:lkY

in August at 329. Since that month it has slowly decreased to
273 in December. ' )

(V) Dearness Allowances to Labour.—Due t
of living referred to above, the question of subsidisi
‘provision of amenities rather than a
cash dearness allowances was discy
employers’ inferests early in the yer
viewpoints which emerged were :-—

months of the year

o the high cost
f g labour by fhe
N erease in the prevailing
d from all points of view by

under review. The main

(i) The continued rise in the amonnts of
s cash dea T LY
emploversto componsate Tabanr Tor 1 ey aricsy Sllomanees pid by
stultifying and in eo far ar. it had inflationary offects, showld be terminated. An
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attempt should therefore be made to fix an absolute upper limit to the level of
cash dearness allowances paid which should not be exceeded.

(i) In order to sufeguard labour from the cffccts of the rise in the cost of
living, food should be sold to them at rates which bear a given relation to the
level of dearness allowances fised, the difference in cost between the selling prices
50 cstablished and the purchnse price to employers being met by the ltter.

(iii) In order o minimisc the extent of the inerense in prices a_ system of co.
operative purchase should be adopted and every endeavour made to ensure that
the Local Government should supply industrial ‘iuterests with priority supplics of
food for the labour ay reasonable priccs.

It had been recommended that employers should sell certain
commodities to their labour at the controlled rates ruling in August
1942 in which month began the marked rise in food prices and to
naintain the rate of dearness allowances applicable at that time
with certain modifications.  Tmployers interests associated with
the Chamber agreed to a level of cash dearness allowances
as under :—

Indian Tnginecring Associztion ... Rs. 9/- per head p. m.
Caleutta Hydraulic Press Association ,, 6/-

T

Indian Jute Mills Association 5/-

Avrangements for subsidised supplies of foodstufls
to elsewhere in this Report.

are referred

(¢) Cost of living allowances to rallway servants.—On
the 16th March Government issued a notification the effect of which
was to increase dearness. allowances paid to railway servants other
than those envolled in the Railway Units (Defence of India), Indian
Engineers.

The Chamber Commitiee, who considered the matter in
consultation with their Industrial Affairs Sub-Committee sent the
following telegram to the Government of India. Railway Board, on
the 26th Maxch :~

Overwhelming majority industrial inferests Calentta nrea including engineering
jute mill baper will presshouie and flone mill industries_boating and_stevedoring
interests and public utility companies have adopled and for last three months

worked aystem of pegging cash dearncss allowances and compensating
providing them with food at control rates, loss beivg borne by employers,
Recently Kailway Board decision enhancing cash denrness allowances and proposed
extension this enhanced Railway Board seale o ordnance factories in Bengal will
scrionsly weaken system of compensation in kind which has been endorsed by Labour
Commissioner and supported in principle by Finance Member in recent slolements
to Assembly and will inevilably enconrage demands for increased cash allowances
on part all other indusirial labour which in view present sorious food situation in
Caleutta aren can only lead incrensed prices and further demands dearness allowanco
with prospects serious lnbour tronble. Chamber and associnted indusirinl inferests
protest against action taken by Railway Board without that prior motice or
consultation whicl: in present ci
ubondonment proposed extension

metances i» 6o essentinl, Alsa strongly urgo
ailway sealo o ordnance factories and relinnco
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by them on system of providing food at controlled rates which s justificd by
experience in meeling yeal needs Tubour without inflation of prices stbilising con
of living to Iabowr and muintaining production.

The Raitwdy Board, in acknowledging the Chamber’s telegram,
stated that Government were in full agreement with the principle
stabilising the cost-of living for industrial workers and tha efforts
to that end, so far as the Railways were concerned, had resulted
in the establishment of grain shops throughout the” country.
Difficulties in the supply of f dgrains in ad q ities had,
however, militated against the effcotiveness of the organisation.
Since Junc 1942, when the dearness allowance for railway servants
was lost revised, prices had risen considerably, especially since the
beginning of the current year. The apprehension of labour trouble
in certain parts of the country, detrimental to food distribution and
war activities, made it necessary to increase cash benefits, unless
the scale of the necessarics of Tife at concessional rates could be
achieved on such a scale as fo render such action unnecessary. Thig
had not proved possible, and it was therefore necessary to accord
some relief in cash in the hope {hat the exlended and more ample
supply of food to the men would ohviate any further incrense beyond
that now being given.

Tt was hoped, the Railway Board said, that the Chamber
would appreciate the inevitability of the action which bad been
taken and emphasised that there was no difference of opinion as to
the object which Government had in view.

In conclusion the Railway Bomd asked to he supplied with
details of the dearness allowance and any other war allowance or
honus now being paid to workers by industrics under the aegis of
‘the Chamber, together with a note on the actual compensation in
kind being given by the employers, indieating the price level to
the workers at which they were endeavouring to stabilise each of
the principal commadities, the quantity of each commodity made
available per worker, nud other velevant details, )

The Railway Bowd’s enquiries were
comprehensive survey and figures were quoted in support of the
Chamber's contention that it would be very necessary for the
Railway Board to exercise {he greatest possible care in developing
their policy of the sale of subsidised foodstufls 50 as to ensure
firstly, tliat the extent of the subsidy added {o the cagh allowances
should not, he allowed {o run further ong Of parity with  the
corresponding industrial allowances in this area, and, sé,mnd]y that
there should be no marked disparity hetweon ihe weekly aﬁn:-mntvs

of food given by the railways and thoge which industry ig permitted
to give, ;

answered in a

2 )

The Railway Board thanked the Chamber for thig comprehensive
review of the position regarding dearness allowance, but pointed
out that the necessity to buse the allowance on an all-India scheme
and the peculiar position of the Railway Companies vis-a-vis the
war effori made it difficalt to keep then wethods in line with local
interests. On railways, apart from workshop employees, overtime
earnings are negligible, and basic wages have not been increased
since war began. In theee circumstances industrial wages plus
allowantes i cash und kind way be comparable to the same
allowance in cash and kind enjoyed by Railway servants. The
Chamber’s views, however, would be borne in mind when matters
of grain shops were under consideration.

This letter was referred to by the Indian Engineering
Association in June who considered that despite the explanations
given by the Railway Board the position continued unsatisfactory
and suggested that the co-operation of representatives of the
Railways and the Ordnunce factories on the Industrial Affairs Sub-
Committee during the consideration of dearness allowances might
prove advantageous.

This viewpoint was upheld by the Industrial Affaire Sub-
Committee which resulted in the nomination of Sir Robert Marriot
and either Major ©. F. Borwick (Addl. D. G. Armaments
Production) or Brigadier M. A. Cox, D. D. G. (Armaments
Production) to serve in this capacity.

REQUISITIONING : -

(@) General.—During the year the Chamber had again
constantly under review the offects of the requisitioning of
various forms of civilian moveable and immoveable property by
military authorities. Tn thie matter the Commitice were keps fully
informed of unofficinl discussions between 'the Turopean Group in
the Central Legislature and representatives of the Government
Departments concerned, from which it was noted that assurances
had been given that everything possible would be done to minimise
the inevitable inconvenience caused to civilians.

As regards requisitioning in the Calcutta area, enquiries were
made from the Government of Bengal as to whether it would be
possible to have non-official r ion on the Requisitioning
Board se ap by them. Government indicated in reply that it
would ‘be diffienlt to seleet any particular person to represent the
non-official viewpoint in all cases but that it had been decided that
the Chairman of the Board might at his discretion invite suitable
non-official representatives fo take part in the discussions of the
Board.  Since then it is understood that a non-official member has
actually been appointed to the Board.
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Reference is made below to various aspeele of requisitioning.

) Tetephone  swilchboards.—The  Chamber has  been
informed by tho Posts and Telegraphs Department,
Telephones, Calcutta District, ¢ there bas so far been
o question of having to ‘“‘requisition” telephone switehboards,
although the possibility is one which may have to be faced. The
pressing needs of the Miiitary, R. A. F.,” Supply Department, and
the requirements for Civil Defence work have been met by the
removal-of redundant equipment from existing switchboards and
in some cases by replacing a large board by u smaller one. This
procedure has only been applied, so far as the Chamber is aware,
when there has been evidence to show that the capacity of the
replaced switchboard was in excess of normal requirements.

(¢) Air-Conditioning Units.—1In q of rep ti
which hiad heen made to the Chamber by several members, enquiries
were made into the steps which were being taken to acquire air-
conditioning units for military and R. A. T, purposes,

The Chamber were given to understand that generally speaking
units of the § ton type were required and would be acquired on an
All-India_basis in proportion to the total number known to be
installed in each district and city. Assurances were received that—

(1) Government appreciate the importance which now
attaches to the private ownership of air-conditioning
plants.

(2) Units acquired will be used solely for such objects as
Operating Theatres and Heat stroke roome in
hospitals; Radio Tocation Siations many of which
we in isolated or exposed places; photographic
development rooms, and

(8) That Government Offices and personnel will be treated

population.

(d) Property.—This matter was referred to in the 1042 Report
closing with a reference to the Chamber’s request o the
Government of Tndig for legislation (o define the position and
rights of lzndlord and tenant, 1 pectively, of business or residential
premises requisitioned under the Defence of Tndia Rules.

After the lapse of ten months, and re
the Chamber, a reply was received from
stating that ‘it has since been de
more appropriately dealt with

peated reminderg from
| the Government of Tndia
ccided that the matter should be
by provincial legiclation”. The

on the same lines as business fimg or the general -

Chamber accordingly re-stated the case to the Provincial Government
asking for consideration to be given to the iiroduction of the

neces

v legislation without delay.

In July the Chamber was informed that the poinis raised were
under discussion between the Provincial Government nnd the
Government of India, and in I ber that provineial legielati
on the subject was under consideration.

The difficuit sitnation created in the Calentta area by increasing
demands from the Military Authorities for office and residential
accommodation (of which several instances were brought to the
notice of the Chamber) engendered proposals, which were furthered
in New Delbi by the President of the Chamber, that o Committee

- should be formed which would represent comprehensively the

leading military and eivil interests to veview the whole position
in Caleutta at the end of the vear. Tn consequence the “Town
Planning”” Committee wax set up by order of the C. in C. of India
under the divection of the (. 0. C. in (. Fastern Command to
“ascerfain the present actual accommodation and to create
permanent machinery to co-ordinate demands from the services in
relation fo available accommodation™, and held its first meeting a%
the Royal Txchange. Caleuttn in Januavy. As a vesult of thi
meeting the Standard Quartering Board was instituted {o review
existing accommodation, the question of what military personnel
were necessary in Caleutta and the possibility of additional building
and of completing unfinished structures ofe.

As representing the Chamber on the “Town Planning”
Commitfee and the Quartering Board the President of the Chamber
addressed the heads of all member firme in January by cireular
letter No. 327/1944 acking {hem to undertake a survey of their
existing accommodation, on certain indicated lines, to assist {he
operations of the Board in order to avoid the necessity of arbitrary
equisitioning.  The dafa supplied by members in response to this
letter is now heing collected by the Chamber.

(e) Tnland  wvessels:  Rates of Thire, ete.—Tn July  the
Chamber was  approached by the Turopean Mofussil Jute
Balers  Assnciction  who stated  ihat they had been in
communication since 1941 with {he appropriate authorities
regarding the requisitioning of inland water eraft belonging to their
members, more partienlarly as reemds (@) the rates of hire,
(b compensation in {he event of Joss and () pavment for vepairs
and - alterations to vessels carried out at fhe divartion of those
authorities, but that no satisfaclory seftlement 7 hoen reached.
The Chamber was asked 1o fake the matter un with the Commerce
Department of the Government of Tndia or the Quartermaster-
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General's Department and press for an immediafe decision to be
come to regavding all outstanding matters in connection with the
requisitioning of vessels,

As the Chamber Committee were aware that the Tnland
Steamer Companies were negotiating with the authoritics on these
points, they referred the ‘matter to them with a request  for
information as to what stage had been reached in their negotiations.
They were informed that the final settlement of the rates for hire
to be paid by the Government of India for requisitioned vessels had
been purposely delayed, with their tacit agreement, until such time
as an acceptable agreement was reached as to the hasis which would
apply to deep-sea steamers and inland craft requisitioned for neo
overseas. The Inland Steamer Companies considered that this
procedure would be likely to be advantageous in the long yun and
were in the meantime ~accepting provi-ional rates of hire as
follows :—

(a) Vessels roquisitioned for service overscas :
Interest ot 59% on original cost.
Deprecintion ‘at 5% on original cost.
Compensation for ‘loss in camings at 5% on original cost.

(b) Vessels requisitioned for local naval defence : (i) Requisitioned by Military.—
TInterest at 5% per annum on original cost. .
Drovisional compensation for loss of earnings at 5% per annum on original cost,
Depreciation nt 109, per annum on original cost dopreciated at 109 per annun

a8 per Income Tax Rules.

(i6) Requisitioned by Royal Indian Napy :—

rovininr:;l charter at ten ehillings sterling per gross registored ton per ealondar
onth.

(© Bafgua: @ I{;q;ﬁsiﬁnncd by H. M. G. for Overseas i
Agreed rate of hire i four shillings sterling por registered fon th.
(i#) Requisitioned by Government of India i— i per. month
Provisional—
Tnterest at 5% per anoum on original cost.
gompe,?s:_hnn :orl(}:/u in eamings at 5% per annum on original cost,
epreciation at 109, per anmum on original cont depreciated ot
annum a3 per Tncomo Tax Rules. " deprecinted at 10% por
With regard to "payment for
requisitioneq vessels the Steamer Clom
done at their dock yards the generally

repaits and alterations o
panies siated that for work

e ] agreed basis of cos{ plus on
cos: plus 73% profit wag being charged, and the bills \\'eri being
met. "

Thie information w:

as passed on to the T si
Balers Aot p he liuropean Mofussil Jute

f) Jute  press godowns.—Tn August  the atfention
of he Chamber was drawn by fhe Galentl. Tydranlic
Press Ascocintion to the diffienltie which  {ha members were
experiencing bepguse of the requisitioning of {heiy g(\ﬂ()“‘ng‘ by the
military authorities, Al the available ;Eurphls space had been
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requisitioned and the result of the continuation of the
oning was that there was no accommodation for many
bhalers who had therefore practically been forced out of business.
Tt was suggested that the Chamber might press Government to sot
up a Requisitioning Committee of business men to control this
matter, or, failing that. a member of the Chamber appointed to
the Board which was then controlling requisitioning so ae to
safeguard business interests and ensure that the requisitioning was
done on an equitable basis and not in the arbitrary way it had been.

As the Chamber Committee felt thai this was o matter of
considerable importance affecting business interests generally they
made strong representations on the subject to the Department of
Supply. Tt was wged that, as previously suggested, demands
should be particularised and that the work required the eervices of
an experienced official who woule have the full resomrces of the
Chamber at his disposal. The Chamber had not yet been fully
informed what space could be made available and most veadily
sacrificed ; it appeared from ihe evidence before them that the jute
presses and mills had borne the major burden of requisitioning.
The Chamber stressed that in order to establish an equitable
position the following points should be especially considered :—

() That bel acquiring industrial accommodation the
authorities vhould he convinced that there was no
alternative.

(i) That an organising central hody <hould be established
to disceuss the question iy all its implications with due
regard o public policy and with particular reference
to the interests of the jute industry.

i) That G. TT. Q. Tndia should be represented by a senior
officer fully conversant with the military view point.

(i) That building programmes should not he avoided on the
crounds of convenience.

The Chamber, while wishing to uphold the many inferests they
represent, also considered that the needs of the Army would be
most eflectively dealt with and much waste avoided. if an effective
use of space could be made by the Army with full regard to the
part which industry has to play in the war. Tt would be preferable
that the authority should function in Calcutta and that there should
be wider representation of interests on the Requisitioning Board ;
the policy and procedure to be followed heing finally defermined
by the Central Government.

The success with which these representations met can be judged
from the institution of o Standard Quartering Board to which
reference is made above.
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_ Import Trade Control: Licences.—Refcrence was made
in the 1942 Report to the discussion on the above subject at the
meeting ‘of the Associated Chambers of Commerce in December
1942. One of the main contentione made in the debate related
t:)“:}he I:Ieed}fort 1'e§[)onsi]hlc officers of Government at the ports,
“ith authority to issue licen eci i y
Inpartans ity to cen“.eg.e ces and decide  questions raised by

The Associated Chambers, in a letter addressed to the
Governmgnt of India in September expressed their satisfaction with
the uppomfmenL by Government since the beginning of 1943, of
Deputy Chief Controllers at Caleutia anq Bombay and the beneficial
results arising therefrom. Tt was pointed out that there was still
?-e 1;1;;;? ?Gasure of centralised confzol, however., which, tho;)gh

cognised ag g i vas the je ' i
recogni grm?x:d:,‘:;:‘esiyv was the subject of floq\xent complaints

(1) Madras and Karachi interests re

1 Karac presented that they wer isadvantag
;)o.cnu‘ee the difficulties of importers could not be dealy with hnally n;'a"m:z('ﬁﬁg‘x:m-"’lev
or the reason that there were no Depnty Controllers in thess ports, and

(2) The unnecessarily large numby iti
o sarily 3 er of commodities for which I

to J:efm;nsgr from New Delhi or Simla, wih consequent delays, fingnoin) oo

S eRpOI ke i B o by

ar o correspondence, loss of markets and the slowing down of the eountras

In view of these factors the Asseciat, i
. f these fa s sociated  Chambers, whil,
realising the difficulties of Government in denlineg with c\l(‘hlf
complicated question. recommended that— " ) ‘

(a) Further consideration be given fo a reas i
3 @ asonabl, i
of Port Controllers, particularly at Madras and %a‘r:’\:hi?“cmmn of the authority

(b) That a system should he ado ]

¢ ¥ pied whereby Controllers at T

;‘fcc:;\do.‘f:mpcer:;\lncge ln! Glm lqlm(nkﬂ:‘loﬂed to India before tlx: :xy;":(ar] :;‘: u‘:g::lg
and each Controller he asked whether he ire the q

allofted {o bim or whether thore swas fary. ha!anc“cm:\lii:ﬁqrmia“;f {otal duota s

hottea fo tim 3y ould be transferred to

. (e) If (a) was not feasible cffons she
licenses by the Office of the (‘hix-? ‘go:)lrsol?c"rldu!bgn;::gz 10 epeed up the fesuo of

In reply to these repres i
Dly. ¢ representations Government drew i

:S’lgl\e pl'(n\c‘xp!er,;]w]uch had guided them in dewlinivwx:}iﬂ:“i;"]f;gz
ade control. These were, hrieflv that impoy v con ivided

t ontrol ' eflv, tha ris c v
into (\\n‘mﬂ.l! classes, those which must be Een]f n(']i‘;llldh]'i'e dl"‘df'e’d
c0r|11r?] licensing authority and those which could be g thlnth
:::(ﬂ: a d‘ nt:nhsec}l system whereby Ticensing . emi:ied“::ul’
" quotas at each of the main {wort: "I‘l” ppoin ]

quots B . The 4

nD;PIIQXI Cln.'ef Conirollers of Tmmorts at Bomhpy nn?l?l?c‘:?fm o
ren(:'l {Aep(;n].lne from th's principle, but merely the transf " ﬂf T}T
t,‘w“.[I:\.lSe ;qen:ln,ﬂ, of certain commodities. to the <:e‘nt“e~l nf }Q
‘,";d‘g n;] sx\;] Zoods, nt the actual licensing remaineq ent "] by
m the Government’s opinion hqq to remain co‘ f\(s CS\MMI ad!
an 0. As regards the

3

goods.under the second category the Tmport Trade Controllers at
each of the fourmain ports had identical powers. Unless, therefore,
it could be proved to Government's satisfaction that there were
trades or industries which were largely or exclusively centred round
Karachi and Madvas, it was felt that the difficuities. complained of
by importers at these ports were wnavoidable.

As regards the second recommendation pnt. forward by the
Associated Chambers, Government pointed out that the goods
contained in Part TV of the Import Trade Control Schedule are
licensed by the Import Trade Controilers under quotas fixed on
the basis of past imports. These quotas remain open until about
haif-way through the licensing period, when they ave closed and the
balances therein are transferred to the Chief Coniroller of Imports
at New Delhi. T.icenses are then i ble by the latter Officer to
the extent of those balances, and at this stage the criterion of past
imports is discarded in favour of a system of licensing on the
merits of each application received.

With reference to the suggestion that the issue of licenses
from the Chief Controller of TImports might be speeded up
Government pointed out that to prevent importers at one port being
treated in a manner less advantageous than those at others it was
necessary fo cxercise a very sirict control over Import Trade
Controllers ; but that the licenses were be'ng issued as expeditiously
as possible.

Paper Shortage: («) CGeneral—The subjeci was - again
before the Chumber in connection with a request submitted by a
member for support by the Chamber to a claim for special
consideration in the issue of paper. The Chamber Committee,
while sympathetic to the case put forward, felt that for them to
support individual claims of this nature might weaken the general
case which they had put forward on their own account and through
the Aseaciated Chambers for a more generous supply for industry
and commerce general Tt was their opinion that against the
background of this general case individual interests should make
their own representations.

A fresh reminder to members of the need for the strictest
economy in fhe use of paper and a suggestion how {his might be
helped by the publication of snch things as company reports and
accounte in folder rather than hooklet form were issned in Cireulars

15 of the Ist Febrnary and No. 26 of the 26th February
ively.

The Chamber noted with satisfaction thal in April an Order
in supersession of that of the 5th November 1942 was issued by the
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Controller of Stationery & Printing which specified that the total
quantity of paper allotted to persons other than Government would
be"increased to 30% of the total quantity manufactured.

(b) Returns under Section 32(3) of the Indian Companies
Act.—The Chamber was approached in March by the Government
of Bengal for their views on a suggestion that, in view of the
shortage of paper; the annual list of members and summary required
urider Section 32(8) of the Indian Companies Act to be submitted
to the Regielrar should be discontinued or, alternatively, that only
the additions and alterations made since the last return be submitted.

A-veply was given to the efiect that, while the Chamber would,
because of the paper shortage and pressure of work, prefer the

porary di i of the stat in question, 1t felt that
in the interests of providing information for the investing public
the alternative -of having only particulars of the additions and
amendments submitted should be adopted.

The suggestion was carried into effect by the Government of
[ndia by means of two notifications dated the 19th June.

Diverted Cargo: Guarantees.—In response to an
enquiry from the Chamber regarding Government's requirements
in the matter of granting compensation in cases of the requisitioning
of diverted shipments, it was learned that, ag in the majority of
cases the original bille of lading, complete with endorsements, and
the original C. I. I, invoice would not be forthcoming, it had been
decided to accept certain other documents as proof of title to the
goods. As such proof might not he conclusive in all cases, and
in order to safeguard public intetests, the Gtovernment of India
had prescribed the execution of an indemmity bond before the
payment of compensation. If, however, any firm was able to
produce the necessary documents and on that account was averse
to executing the preseribed indemnity bond. the Government of
India were prepared to have the title of the fum to receive
compensation examined by their solicitor and if satisfied on the
point, pay the I ion without the ion of an ind it
bond. Such caces would be decided individually on thejr own
merits. )

Unless other security equal to the amount of compensation
assessed was available to Government against the firm, either in the
shape  of rvices - rendered or stores supplied, payment of

compensation would be authorised only if the indemnity bond was
ank or two surefies owning
amount of compensation.
spense with the guarantee

guaranteed either by a Scheduled B
sufficient property in Tndia to cover the
Those ‘cases in which it is proposed to qi
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endorsement on the indemnity bond would be examined and decided
on merits.

Provision of adequate light in factories engaged
in War production.—The Tseential Services Officer,
Government of India, Factory A, R. P., in drawing the Chamber’s
attention to Rule 80A under the Defence of India Rules, which
empowers the Central Government to order factories to provide
suitable lighting, stated that the present intention was to confine
action to engineering and civil supply industries working at night
and that about 300 factories in first importance were involved whom
it was intended to equip gradually at an anticipated rate of three
a week.  Ag the effectiveness of the measure (for improved artificial
lighting) was wholly dependent upon the provision of suitable
materials, the Chamber was asked to consider an assesement of the
necessary materials prepared by the Issential Services Officer, and
o answer the following questions :—

(1) T what extent can the requirements be met from Indian
resources ?

(2) To what extent is it necessary to import materials?

(8) Are the manufacturers and merchants concerned prepared
to acquire materials based upon the attached
ussessment, without waiting for the maturement of
individual orders from users?

With the assistance of the Electricity Sub-Committee the
Chamber examined the question and it was decided that, since
manufucturers and stockists were entirely in the hands of the
Department of Supply, they alone could determine whether or not
the scheme could be carried out. It was suggested that enquiries
ghould be made to the Director of Rlectrical Engineering, D. G.
M. P., who cculd give the infoimation required. It wag pointed
out that, were the project approved by that authority and also the
Tlectrical Commissioner, Government of India, supplies would be
allocated against the Demand for Information Formsg submitied by
importers giving particulars of all imported materials which are
under lien {o Government for a fixed period after import.
Otherwise, even if importers were prepaved to acquire the materials
and were able to cover them by their Panel quotas, it would still
remain with the D. of E. B. to divert them on arrival to other
approved projects. -

Defence of India Rule 94A: Control of capital
issues.—On the 18th May, the following Government of India
press communique wag iseued :—

A new Defence of Tndia Rule No. 94A has today been issued under scction 2
of the Defence of Indin Act, 1989, prohibiting—

(1) without, the prior consent of the Central Government
(@) an issuo of capital in British India,
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(b) any public officer of securities for $alo in British Tndin,

(e) the rencwal or xepayment of any sccurity maturing for payment in Britjsh
India.

Rule 94A. as published, however, provides that :—

Subject {o such cxemptions as may be grantod by order of the Central
Government, 1o company, whether incorporated in Tritish Tndia o hot, shall,
except with'the consent of the Central Government—

(@) mako an issue of capital in British Tndia;
(&) make in British India any public offer of securitics for sale;

(¢) xenew or posipone the date of maturity or repayment of any seeurity

maturing for payment in British India.

The question of the correctness of the communique in so far
as it related to the repayment of securities, read in conjunction with
the provision of ruie 94A of the Delence of India Rules, was referred
by the Chamber to the Office of the Examiner of Capital Issues and
was discussed with the Finance Member during his visit to Calcutta.
It was pointed out that the rule ag published did not prohibit
companies from repaying debentures, but only prohibited companies
from renewing or postponing the date of repayment unless the
consent of Government had first been obtained. Tt was considered
desirable to bring the apparent discrepancy to the notice of
Government in order that companies wishing {o repay debentures
or other securities could do so without making unnecessary references
to the Finance Depariment.

The Chamber was notified that the press communique was
misleading as a result of o clerical error which lead to the omission
of the words “‘postponement of”” before the words “‘repayment of
any security”’.

The formation of an Advisory Committee in connection with
the Rule was suggested to Government in July but was rejected
on the grounds that it would lead to a serious delay in dealing with
the applications which were of great number and variety. The,
Point was, however, again raised by the Associated Chambers in a
cireular letter to constituent Chambers as the result of two cases of
unsatisfactory treatment received by an insurance and manufacturing
company vespectively, in connection with the issue of capital, cited
by one of the constituent Chambers, Tt wae held by the Committee
of the Chamber in question that such instances illustrated the need
for improving the machinery with regard {o capital issue so as to—

{a) give commercial interests a clear indication of what is

required in making applications for issue of new
capital,

ering such applications,

(b) expedite the procedure in consid
and
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(e) where applications are refused, give an indication of the
reasons for refusing such applications so as to enable
‘the Company to put in a revised application for
consideration of Government.

Tt was considered that the instances quoted above lent support to
the suggestion which had already been made for the setting up
of a Tribunal, on which ‘commercinl and industrial inferests would
be represented, and to which appeals could be preferred by
applicants whose requests for sanction for public issue of capital
for their concerns were rejected by the Departmental Committee.

Tn veply the Chamber stated that the experience of its members
in dealing with the Finance Department wnder Rule 94(A) had
been generally satisfactorv and not such as to necessitate the
establishment of an appellate authority or a non-official Advisory
Committee.

C.I. F. Contracts: War Risks Tusurance.—Par(iculars
of the practice in representative industries were forwarded to the
Government of Tndia in vesponse to an enquiry addressed to the
Chamber vegarding C. T. T. contracts entered into during the war.
A doubt had arvisen, Government stated, whether such contracts
included war risk insurance as a normal course.

The question of responsibility for war visks insurance, the
Chamber stated, was essenbially one governed by the terms of the

individual contract, but since the outbreak of war, there had been

a very clear demarkation b

elween marine insnrance and war risks

insurance.  Under a C. T. T. contract the former was definitely
for the account of the seller and was included in his confract price.
Responsibility for war visks insurance was ordinarily specifically
defined in a C. T. T, confract as an additional charge which is either
included in the C. T. T, quotation and covered by the seller’s profit
or as a charge on the buyer additional to the C. T. T, price. Tf
there_were no specific arrangement in the confract, a buyer on
C.T.T. terms would he instified in assuming that war risks insurance
was included in the contract price and covered, arranged and paid
for by the seller.

Fire Insurance Rates for Mills and Factories.—At
the instance of the Upner Thdia Chamber, the Associnted Chambers
of Commerc, circulated for the views of constituent Chambers in
April a snggestion that insurance interests should be approached
for further rebates in the matter of fire insmance premia in

fon with reducti porm ble for fire fichting appliances
which are maintained hy various clasees of mils and factories, on
the grounds that under orders from the Government of Indin, fire
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fighting appliances had heen considerably angmented for the
purposes of A. R. P. during the pasi year or two and were on a
higher level than in years preceding the war. This proposal was
supporled by the Chamber and the question wae faken np in
September by the Associated Chambers with the Calentta Tnsurance
Association 1n a letter which incorporated the contentions of the
Upper India Chamber and other constituent Chambers that the fire
fighting m es which had heen {aken on an organised basis
in’ compliance with Government regulations were sufficient to
warrant, firstly, special consideration of the firo premium rates
applicable to mills and factories which had nof, hitherto qualified
for the fire appliances disconnts and, sccondly, the upward revision
of these discounts where they already apply, for example, on
buildings and stocks outside the actnal mill or factory.

On these points the Calentta Tnsurance Association (Tire
Section) replied that it was desired to emphasise the marked
difference hetween fire fighting protection required for A. R. P. and
that for ordinary fire wastage. One is designed for definite
eventuality (i.c. air raids) and the other for an eventual'ty which
might never materi: and the respective equipment was only
effective for its different uees. Having enlarged upon this question
the Association went on to cay {hai a revicion of the existing rates
was unwarrantable heeause of this factor and heeause as an offset
to the extra fire fighting apparatus under A. R. P., insurance

panies were accepti dditional risk in the working of the
‘mills under war time conditions,

 This reply was put up to the Tndustrial Affairs Sub-Committee
for consideration, who came to_the concinsion that, while the case
made out by fhe Calentta Tnswrance Associnlion was not a
convineing one, no further purpose was likely fo he sorved by
?ontinu'\ng the correspondence and it muet now be left to individual
insurers. to negolinte discounts with their
Companies.

respective insurance

Censorship.—Tn the course of the year the .Ch

. > amber has
taken up with the Censor Office questions relating to o

1) Censorship of shipping documents
(2). Permission for the use of codes in Airgraphs.

(3) Postal  censorship

s < M connection with post  airaid
information. . )

(4) The. use being made

in_censorship of correspondence
exchanged between .

business houses..in Tndia to their

principals in the United Kingdor.
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For reasons of national security the full confext of the censor
authorities’ replies to the Chambers representations cannot be
published in this report, but in general alleged delays, abuse of
censorship and other complaints made by members have been
satisfactorily explained.

With regard to the use of codes in Airgraphs the Censorship
authorities after carefully comsidering the matier reached the
conclusion that the proposal must be rejected for the reacon that

(a) Increased staff would he required, as the present staff
were only able to deal with the censorship of normal
airgraphs.

(b) Considerable delay wonld he involved in the transmission
of these airgraphs.

(¢) Bxtra code books would be required which are now
unprocurable in Tndia.

Tt was ulso felt that the extensive use of coded airgraphe would
be bound to result in the transmission of long coded messages
inetead of the brief messages now sent by telegram and the Censor
Staff could not undertake the additional work. .

Insurance claims for cargo lost through enemy
action.—In the reference to this matter made in the 1942 Report
it wae recorded that the difficulties experienced by the Caleutta
Txchange Banks in obtaining payment of claims under policies
of insurance in connection with cargo lost through enemy action
had been referred to the Caleutta Tnsmrance Association by the
Chamber’s Shipping Sub-Committee for a statement of opinion.

The Caleutta Tnsmrance Association referred the matter to the
Institute of Tondon Underwriters, who asked for further information
on various points, particularly as regards the wording eiggested
for the standard form of endorsement on Kills of lading.

In order that the whole matter might be further discussed and
a line of action decided upon, a joint meeting of the Shipping Sub-
Committee and the Marine Section Committee of the Calcutta
Insurance Assaciation was held on the 8th June. T then transpired,
as a result of the views exchanged, thas since the question was
originally raised there had heen a noticeable improvement in the
shipping panies’ arr and that these were now such
as to obviate all but the delays inseparable from the telegraphic
references which had to be made to Tiondon and the tracing of
cargo where transhipment or diversion had taken place. The
Caleutta Tnsurance Association agreed fo report this position o the
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Institute of Tiondon Underwriters with an explanatory note of the
cireumstances giving rise to the correspondence.  The Chamber,
mI tirn; ‘advised the Bxchange Banks Association of the action
taken,

An arrangement subsequently  was brought into  operation
resulting from the Tnstitute of Tondon Underwrifers’ reply to this

report wherehy reasonably prompt information will he obtainable’

from']';onﬂmx by Underwriters on thig market as to whether g
loss is or is nol a “war loss”, Since the matter was discussed
with the Chamber on the Sth June there has heen, so far as is
kngw:}, no evidence of undue difficulty on the part of Banks,
Shipping Companies or Underwriters, .

Liability for damage to ships’  cargo and
consequential damag-e.—.Whe(her, under the War Risk
Clause 23 of the Charter Party T-99A, and, in the case of foreion
vessels under Clause 13 of the Baltime Charter Piir i er
could lay a claim “for damage against the M istry of War
Transport instead of against the stevedores, was a point referred
to the Chamber by the Master Stevedores Association. Stevedoring
work, the Association stated. was in the present circumstances
subject to many dimcultg s which -considerably increased the risk
of dnmage w ships, ships’ gear, and cmgo. e effect of present
day conditions-—inadequate lighting on deck due o A, R, P. orders,
etc.-l:nﬂ‘stevedorcs open to risks of claims for damage which
were far in excess of those met with in peace time and :vhich if
admitted, would cause them considerble embarracsment. -

On the advice of the Shii)pinw Sub-Committee, th,
f t o > the malter was
referred to the Ministry of War Transport, who 'rcpli(e‘d ':s‘
follows :— o

Ve hnve considered the views put forward
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce n topy of wiiel
of the 98Th May, 1043,

n the letter of 111h May from
h was forwarded with your lettor

Clanse 23 of Charfer Party T-00A incorpor:
a arty T-09 porates Form T i i
;:ﬁ,}m %rﬂ [:\:rcl' su; l\fhy mm] Toss or damage, does nat imposn7Z§1wa{;;‘j::i fin«‘;ﬁli::
 Dopattment for imy Toss or damad whieh L P2  Rish
Associations fo whom the Department pua (he promtng i ncope or T
it o hat form. | We' are atvised that mo Wy
imit a_cluim for damige by slevedoron, in e oy
by - consequence of a warlike oporatio,

ccordance with the
Var Risk Association would
nditions veferred 1o, as n loss

As regards thie position undor Talfime
@ sition under Balfime ‘Charior ow i
does not. place wpon the Minjsler {hy rosponsihility Tor Y. pigginst o o
"0 e ot s servants bt who arg (e pervgmn of inne,,enacp"“g"ignfn‘o’enr?c“

T 1m0y add that even if the Chaber i

. ¢ Chamber wore rigng ;, i i
oo that: thes. wonld mot onerat 1o proveey "t inguncg imtontions. o are
oreign. from wning fhe stevedores in tory for 41ie negligoncy. ::rcy'w::l’dm](‘h:;

(3 )

operate lo provent tho Depariment or any underwriter in the exercise of their
subrogation rights, from forcing (he owner {0 cxercise such rights in fort against
the sfevedores.

Standard Time.—Mention was made in the 1942 Report
of the Chamber’s correspondence with Government on the question
of the revised Indian Standard Tine. In March the Bombay
Chamber asked for the Chamber’s reactions to the matter in view
of representations which they proposed to make to Government
pointing out that standard tinle was of little advantage in that side
of Indin and was a definite hardship to labour in winter months,

In reply the Chamber stated that the view of the commercial
and indusérial interests in Caleutta was that there should be no
revision to the former Indian Standard Time even during the
summer months.

Post-War Taxation on Profits of Industry.—Fxiracts
from statements made in Pwriiament by the Chancellor of the
Tixchequer, early in the year under review, on the subject of taxation
on profits of industry, with particular reference to losses that will
arise when changing over from war time to peace time activities
on the termination of the' war, came under the consideration of the
Chamber’s Income Tax Sub-Committee in November. Tt was
agreed that a request to the Government of Tndia for a general
assurance conforming with that given to industry in the United
Kingdom should form the subject of a resolution at the then
forthcoming annual meeting ‘of 1the Associated Chambers  of
Commerce in December,

The resolution which
framed as follows :—

was duly passed at the meeting wae

This Assoctation urges the Government of Tndia fo give an assurance to industry
that, on the termination of Txeess Profils Tax all revenue expenses inenrred or
acerved in carning these excess profits but nof alrendy included 1 a charge becsuss
of their indelorminate nature, will he allowed ns a deduction in computing tho final
liability fo cxecss profits tax and that refunds of such fox in adjustment (hereol
will be made ehould the fax have been removed.

Post-War Passages to the United Kingdom.—The
Committee of the Chamber have had under consideration in the
year under veview details of the negotiations between the Associated
‘Chambers of Commerce, the Terropean  Association and  the
Government of India to promots n scheme for the equitable
distribution of passages to the United Kingdom at the end of the
War. In Cirenlar No. 122/1943 members were informed that
Government Tad ealled for an estimate of the number of sea
passages likaly to be required by non-officials during the six months
mmmediately following the cessation of hostilities: these fignres
were being - collated in conjunction with the Associated Chambers
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and the Buropeau Association on an All-India basis. Members
were asked to provide the necessary details on the assumption that

(@) the term ““during the monthy immediately following
the tion of hoslilities” means the six months
immediately following the cessation of hostilities in
the West;

(b) during that period employers will not have at, their
disposal the serv of any of their Buropean British
stafl now on military, naval, cte. duty; and

() return passages from the United Kingdom for those
proceeding there on leave will be assured within six
montl;

It was considered, the Chamber pointed out, that the

coniroversial questions raised in tl
the machinery necessary to deal with applications) might not arise
when the figures ealled for had been collected.

The figures resulting from thi circular, exclusive of a small
number of interests in the membe hip of the Chamber, were
amalgamated with those supplied by the Indian Ten Association
and forwarded to the Turopean Assoziation in December.,

As regards the question of what order of priority should be
adopted for the granting of passages if the total number of persons
requiring passuges was greafer than the {ofal accommodation

vl :x_b]e, d ms - were  carried  on unofficially between the
Associated Chambers and {he Turopean Association on the one hand
and the Government of Tndia on the other. Nothing ﬁn'xull .1|'|~‘
J‘{&c( emerged  but the Associaled Chambers and {he Eumpct;lll
;;s{:gl\ﬁ:ﬁg\\l;(;\e reached general agreement as o the principles

. "]I_‘l\_e question of home leave for civilims hefore he end of
éi:=t:‘|;|?v.‘|n](l|e West Tag also received the consideration” of the
umber and continues fo engage atfention,

Po_st-Wa}r requirements
connection with the Post War Reconstruction Committee the
Government, of Tndia in November issned an all-Tndia ueqt'ercl i
to industri sociations for information on their \‘re(1 nt ."\’ "(.| o
and possible requirements in rencwals, r ﬂacmnén(:‘ ‘\v{g -‘xosl'-w“
of_c:zpl'n] <oode. on the eessation of hostilities. Ty ] ‘( inl coneomn
within  the ambit of the  Chamber “were ml e
Government’s Jist, were provided with

of capital goods.—In

t
who were not included in
A copy of this form by the

s councetion (i.c. priority and’
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the request of Government and advised to forward
avticulars direct to the Department of Industriee and
Civil Supplies.

Entertainment of Troops: Chamber Scheme.—The
Schieme which wag briefly outlined in the 1942 Report has continued
to operate throughout the year. The Garrison Chaplain, Rev. C, J.
Alehin, who has given mueh time to detailed arrangementg for
these parties of troops to visit mills and factories has recently handed
his charge to Lit.-Col. Burrows, Administrative Commandant, Leave
Centres and number of establishments  have been forced to
withdraw their co-operation on account of shortage of staff: The
Chamber is now making every effort to ensure supplies of foodstuffs
to those mills and factories which find the providing of refreshmentg
to troops during these visits a diflicult problem under rationing, and
it is hoped that some workable mrrangement will be made in the
near future,

War Telegrams.—The TFederation of Chambers of
Commeree of the British Twpire has continued to telegraph each
weei inferesting and authoritative information on the development
of the war situation, both in the United Kingdom and abroad.
Members of the Chamber have shown g keen interest in the
subject matter of these cables which have been given wide publicity
throughout the whole of Tndia,

Provision and Distribution of Essential
Foodstuffs: Rationing.—Relerence was made in the Report
for 1942 fo the inanguration of a scheme whereby essential
foodstulls were purchased under Chamber auspices and  then
distributed o the many industrial and commercial concerns
participating in the scheme and to the diffieulties which had been
mef in the securing of sufficient dstuffs to supply
participants with even a portion of their requirements.

continued to he a problem of the
ed in the disastrons famine which
) Tnto the causes
hortage it is no within the scope of this report to go but,
the Chamber Scheme itself was concerned, its main effect
was to vaise the question of {he relation between the Scheme and
one of the main measures introduces by the Government of Bengal
to comba( the food shorfage, nawely. rationing. Very early in the
o Glovernment indicated (heir intention of rationing ~ certain
sential foodstulls within the Caleutta industrial area and. as it
was clear that the organisation set up by the Chamber conld play
an exceedingly important par in a general scheme of rationing,
the Commiltee with the advice and assistance of the Industrial
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Affairs Sub-Committee and the Toodstuffs ‘Working Committee, *

were constantly engaged throughoui the year in considering this
question.  Brief reference to the more salient aspects of the subject
is made below.

(1) Functioning of Lmployers® shops within a general rationing
scheme.—The first and most fundamental question to be considered
concerned the conditions on which employers’ shops should be
allowed to function under rationing scheme. Government gave
it as their view that, if employers’ shops were to be allowed to
continue, they would have to be prepared to handle supplies for
the dependents of their employees as well as for their actual
employees and that it might also be desitable to have them
distributing supplies to the whole population in certain areas where
the population was predominantly industrial. Ag regards the fivst
condition the Chamber gave it ag its opinion that employers would
be prepared to undertake this liability, subject to sufficient stocks
being “made available by Government and to the Government
rationing eclieme being appropriately {ramed and administered.
Subsequently, the Chamber concurred in a proposal by Government
that the maximum number of gn employee’s dependents which
an cployer should legally be compelled fo take should be three,
it being open to him to tuke as many more as he wished. With
reference to the supply of foodsiufis to the entire population of
certain areas, the Chamber was gt first inclined to the opinion
that this might be possible, but on a re-examination of the question
in the light of the total number of workers and their dependents
for whom they would have to cater it wae decided that employers’
shops could not handle the extra work entailed in rationing the
entire population, °

8

Another point which engaged the Chamber’s attention was
whether all employees should he compelled to register with their
employers’ shops. for drawing rationg or whether it would be open
to them to register with an ordinary retail or Government shop.
Government's original opinion was ‘that thjs might be made
op.tlon:ll but, on representations being made by theEClmmbe!‘ that
this would have the undesivable effect of causing a worker WI;O
did not draw his rations from his employers. shop to lose the benefit
the employer and thus

of the iubsidised foodsiufls provided by
reopen the vexed question of cash dearness allowane r b
fmnllly decided ;0 1m]:\ke it compulsory for every ex;ng](():f":vlizge
employer ran a foodshop to vevister r 9

accgpt or P to register there and for the employer to

Agreement having heen reached on th i

| Agl ¢ d hese points, r
decided that the Chamber Toodstufis Scheme r;110\;];(1 (zng:]mex
function ge an entity after the introduction of rationing, subject

. (8
to compliance with the general rationing plan but under conditions
which would involve the minimum interference with the existing
scope and administration of the Chamber Scheme. In accordance
with this decision the Chamber was appointed a wholesaler under
the rationing scheme and all employers’ shops drawing their
supplies from the Chamber as retailers.

(2) Scale of rations.—A. consideration fundamental to any
rationing scheme is, of conrge, what specific articles are to be
rationed and the scale at which they are to be issued. At the
beginning of the year the Chamber were issuing supplies to those
participating in the Foodstuffs. Scheme according to their intimated
requirements and not on any wniform basis. n March, however,
becanse of the deterioration in the food position and at the request
of the then Foodgrains Purchasing Officer of the Government of
Bengal, it was decided to standardise the issue of rice on g basis
of 7 seers per head per week to those employed in éngineering works
and public utility companies, and 5 seers to those employed in
other types. of industrial establishment, the difference being due
mainly to the fact that the former had entered into an agreement
with the Lubour Commissioner under which their cash dearness
allowance to labour was fixed on a basis of 11 seers of rice/atta/dal
being supplied weekly at controlled rates and to the fact that few
women wers employed in their works as compared with other
industries. Atta was issued up to a maximum of bwo seers per
head per week, sugar at 8 oz. and dal and ealt according  to
participants’ requirements.

These continued to be the rates until May when, under orders
from the Government of Bengal the rice vation was arbitrarily
reduced by half, the defiiciency being intended to he made up with
atta. The Chamber represented strongly that this amount was not
sufficient for industrial workers and thevefore upset the carefully
framed policy of emplovers of compensating the worker in kind for
the rise in the cost of living, which would consequently lead to labour
trouble. Tt became clear, however, as the negotiations with regard
to the rationing scheme continued that Giovernment would not
—indeed conld not—agree to an increase in the ration scale and,
when the scheme was finally put into operation at the end of
January 1944, the scale was finally fixed at a total of 4 seers per
head per week of rice and wheat products, the maximum amount
of rice allowed being 2% seers.

Tn response to the Chamber’s representatione that a larger
ration should he allowed to manual workers, Government indicated
that they would be prepared to consider the issue of supplementary
rations to thie class on condition that these additional rations were
used solely in cooked food canteens. For reasons indicated
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elsewhere in this Report this euggestion was regarded as
impracticable by industrialists but up to the time of writing
Government have not altered the condition, and experiments are
being conducted in certain factories to see if these canteens can
be operated more successfully than they have been in the p

(3) TImitial and Eventual Rationing Areas.—The Chamber was
informed that. while it was Government’s intention eventually fo
apply their rationing scheme to the whole of the Caleutta industri
aren 1.¢. from Bansheria to South of Fowrah and from Kanchrapara
to Budge-Budge; they considered it advisable to begin the scheme
within a_mcre limited area and. after experience of its working,
to extend it to the whole area. This “initial”’ rationing area was
to consist of the Caleutta, Howrah, Ballv, Garden Reach. South
Suburban and Tollygunge Municipalities. The Chamber was
strongly of the opinion that it would he preferable for ohvious
reasons to introduce the scheme for both the initial and eventual
areas at once, but, as Government could not see their wav to do
this. consideration had to he given to how the Chamber Scheme
could he fitted into Government’s plans. Tn this connection
the main Jifficulties encountered related to the position of the
Chamber Scheme during the period elapsing between the
introduction of rationing in the initial rationing area and iis
extension to include the entive industrial arvea. Tt was pointed out
to Government that this would temporarily involve the Chamber
in ranning two schemes, #4z. one on the rationed basis in respect
of participants whose grainshops lav within the initial avea and the
second in resnect -of participants ontside that area. Tt was finally
arranged with Government that during the interim period the
scale of rations decided on for the initial avea should apply equallv
to the emplovees and their dependants of all participants in the
scheme whether they were inside that area or not and that the
necessary supplies should be provided bv Government. Tn order {0
ascertain the amonnt of foodstuffs reanired amangements were made
for an en rat of al pl concerned and  their
dependants.  Within the initial rationing aren  Government
undertook this enumeration in respect of all emplovees. living
outside the factorv commounds. employers heing  allowed fo
enumerate employees residing within the compound : elsewhere
the enumeration wag done by the employers,

The ccone of this Report does not nermit fuller rofevence fo
the mnm: other questmnx under this head which have engazed the
Chamber’s attention. These have been the subject of cirenlars to
patticipants in the Chamber Scheme. which undouhfedle hae in
large measure and notwithstanding its defects contributed to the
conditions of comparative industrial contentment which have been
a feature of the year under review. ) e

LAW AND LEGISLATION.

Excess Profits Tax: 'General.—In July the Tncome
Tax Sub-Committee of the Chamber had a meeting with
8ir John Sheehy and Mr. C. W. Ayers of the Central Board of
Revenue at which several points relating to the working of Fxcess
Profits Tax were di; d. A summary of the di ion on the
main questivns raised is given below :—

E. P. T. and Sterling Companies : Compuleory Deposit.—The Chamber
ropresentatives pointed ont that the 1943 Ordinance was not clear op whether
those who paid E. P. T, in the U. K. and had mot on thas account, hitherto had
to make the voluntery deposit in Tndia wonld now he_subject fo the provisions
relating to the compulsory doposit of onefifth of the B. P. T. leviod in Tndin
under a regular nssessment. The assurance was given by the Central Board of

ovennc fves that in the ci vicualised in the enquiry no
deposit would bo required.

(b) B. P. T.: Secion 234 of the Tncome Tar Act.—The atlention of the'Bonrd
of Revenue reprosentatives was drawn to the fact thai, hecause of the compulsory
deposit of 184% of the exeess profits as required by the 1943 Ordinance, it appeared
{hat companics with small standards profits in which the public were 1ot
enbstantially interested, might, if they wished fo_avoid the provisions of Section
23A of the Tncome Tax Act, have fo pay ont in dividends sums larger than their
assessable profits for income-tax purnoses less income-tax and super-tax fhercon
and less the compulsoy deposits, and in certain eircumstances. even morc.ﬂmn
their total profits. Tho Chamber accardingly recommended {hat an _cquitable
manner of makinz the calenlation wmder Section 28A wonld be fo deduct from
the assessuble profits for income-tix purposes, in nddition o income-tax and
sper-tax thereon, the compnleary cxcess profits inx deposit.

The Central Board of Revenne represeniatives siafed that they could not
entertain {his recommendation. Tach case wunder Section 23A raise ferent
cirenmatances which mighi require consideration. but. as a general principle and
bearing in mind the tvpe of company fo which Soction 92A applied, no undertaking
on the Jines sugzested conld he given. Section 23A did not reanire the company
to_distribute sixty per cent. of its profits hnt merely provided that tax shonld be
collected on that basis. Te make ah exception in Section 234 eases would in
fairness necessitate giving the same treatment fo vegistered firms.

(&) Provisional and Tinal F. P. T. Asscssments.—~The Tncome-Tax Suh-
Committee cxnressed {he fear {hiat the authority which Tveess Profits Tax
Officers now had to make provisional assessments, {hera wonld be o fendeney
fowards cven areafor delay in complotion of ihe fmal acsessments. On fhis oint
the Bonrd of Revenue representativea gave an assurance (hat verv strict instructions
had been issued resavling the avoidanco of delay in the comnletion of final
assessmonts. A special officer had also heen appointed by the Roard of Revenue
1o ensure the most expeditions disposal of cases. An nssrance wag als given that,
if Chambers of Commerce submitied lista of assessments {he completion of whicl
hed been unduly dolayed, the individual cases wowld be Tooked into.

E. P. T.: Restriction to be imposed on amounts
of bonuses, etc.—Tn Tune. the Chamber published for members®
views and vecommendations the provisions of the iules to be
promulaated hv Government in conneetion with certain aspects
of the Tixcess Profits Tax Ordinance 1943, with partienlar reference
1o the provision for making rnles to determine the extent to which
deductions chall he allowed in respect of honusas or commissions
maid and the principles to he followed in Teaving ont of account
all trading stock and stocks of raw materials,
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The Chamber fully supported Government's object in proposing -
to iseue rules of this nature for {he purpose of combating inflation,
and the conclusion reached after the consideration of an extensive
range of evidence and views was that the best and most practicable
method would be the issue, not of rigid rules, but of a directive
to E. P. T. Officers based on the application of Sections 10(2)(z)
of the Tncome Tax Act, coupled with the existing provisions of
rule 12(1) of the B. P. T, Act and cerfain additional conditiong to
which a Tater reference is made in this paragraph.

It also appeared necessary that a farther proviso should be
added to Rule T of Schedule T to the effect that any amount which
was dieallowed by reason of its non-compliance with the conditions
laid down in the proviso to Section 10(2)(z) should not be allowed
under Section 10@)(xi7). Tt was, however, considered essential to
the recommendations made by the Chamber that (a) the suggested
provisions shonld be applied by . P. T. Officers in an atmosphere
of real svmpathy towards the legitimate claims of employees,
particularly to industrial employées. and towards the bona fide
endeavours of progressive employers to improve conditions of
service ; and that (b) an appeal against the decision of an I, P. T.
Officer should lie to a panel of non-officials, of which at least one
should, if poseible, have expert knowledge of the industry or type
of commercial undertzking in which the assessee was engaged.
Attention was also drawn -to the fact that the new sub-rule (8) of
Rule 12 of Schedule T of the B. P. T. Act, introduced by Ordinance
XVI of 1943, left an obvious loophole which should be cloced,
namely that it referred only to bonuses and commissions instead
of to total remuneration, in  whatever form: for example,
remuneration in kind sich as cloth and food. The amount of
reasonable  salaries, wages, bhonuses, commissions and other
allowances should necessarily be considered in relation to the cost

of living over which indusfrial and commercial concerns had no
great influence.

In the case of bonuses and commissions the following were the
additional factors which the Chamber recommended should be
specified in {he proposed directive fo B. P. T. Officers, to be taken
into acconnt in applying the provisions of Section 10(2)(x) of the
Income Tax Act and Rule 12 of Scliedule T of the T. P, T, Act t—

(1) the total remuneration and emoluments in all forms recei

ration: and emot ; eceived by the employes

or clags of employee from their employment. including jossiiee. ncreases in aaaries
or wages;

(i) the present-day rost of living of the relative lass. ye
i B et o ot clative class of cmployee compared

(ii9) the nature of the employment of the individual or class of individuals ;

(iv) the seniority and sge of the employee;

() the additional work avd/or respomsibility which the employee may be
bearing g a result of war conditions or as the result of promotion in (he servige of
his employer ; .

&) proft-sharing or ofler bonus arrangements (eferred or otherwise) justified
by the increased prosperity of the industry concerned and the previous practice in
thay regard;

(vii) in the case of jndustries which have estended since the war, the increased
number of emyloyees or increased working hours;

(viii) ““Legally Enforceable Agreements" which should not be interferred with
unless (a) exceuted after the 1st January 1940 and (h) considered by the Commissioner
to have been influenced by the imposition B, P, T,

(iz). Any other factors which the nssessco considers are relevant fo the allowance
of salarics, wages, bonuses or commissions.

It was pointed out that gniding principles on these lines rather
than hard and fast rules would in practice be applied by the B. P. T.
Officer "to classes of commercial and industrial employees rather
than to individual cases, except in the case of senior staff.

As tegards trading stocks and stocks of raw materials, it was
recommended that the proposed directive should enjoin upon E. P.
T. Officers consideration of the following factors :—

(i) the ratio which such stocks hear to sales and orders ;
(1) the quantity, not the value, of the stocks ;

(iii) all factors, affecting stocks, outwith the control of the
assessee.

A copy of the letter which the Chamber addressed to the Central
Board of Revenue on the above subject was published for members’ -
information with circular No. 97-1943 of the 5th August.

On the publication of duaft rules cited as the Excess Profits
Tax (Computation of Profits and Capital) Rules 1943 in the Gazette
of India on the 27th November an early expression of members
views was invited in a further Chamber Circular No. 152-1943 of the
9th December. On the basis of the views submitted by members
and by the Associations connected with the Chamber, a detailed
reply was prepared in January and was pubilshed in  Circular
No. 8-1944. The reply strongly criticised the draft Rules
and utilised the eriticisms to re-inforce the Chamber’s 1943 view
that the matter could with equity only be dealt with by means of
a directive on the above lines.
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Excess Profits Tax: Furlough Expenditure.—The
Chamber after representations by a member invited the Central
Board of Revenue’s attention to the fuct that no allowances against
profits in computing any excess was given in respect of sums
necessarily set aside to meet the cost of passages and leave salaries
after the war. I was eubmitted that where such sums were seb
aside regulacly they should be cousidered as accrued liabilities and
not as reserves and should accordingly be treated as expenses. In
this connection the Board was asked to refer to the following
statement issued by the Ceylon Income Tax Department :—

Furlough Eapenditure.—A deduction on ncconnt of furlough can be allowed
provided the accrued liability as shown in the accounts is the actual amount of the

Teserve up to that date (i.e. the date up to which the accoungs have beon made
up), subject to the conditions stated below, viz.—

(@) no such clim shall be’ entertained for income tax purposes; -

(b) no_general or round figure xeserve will ‘be ailowed, bug only the correct
amount of accrued Hability worked out for the accounting period in
vespect of euch employee;

(¢) where on o subsequent date it is found thut any accrued ligbility for
which deduction’ has been made will not materialise, o.g.
conditions of the ayreement for the grang of furlough not being fulfilled,

y the death, resignation or dismissal of an cmployee, tho matter
shonld be brought to tho notice of the Assessor s0 that o revision of
the pust assessments may be made.

The Board wag asked 1o give the matter their consideration
and issue the requisite instructions for an allowance for furlough
expenditure. .

‘Double Excess Profits Tax Relief: Double Income
Tax Relief.—The recommendations put forward by the Chamber
to the Bourd of Revenue for the purpose of expediting the settlement
of double excess profits tax relief and double income tax relief in
the case of companies subject to excess profits tax in India and in
the United Kingdom were referved to in the 1942 Report.

In February the Board informed the Chamber that they were
equally anxious that double taxation claims should be setiled as
early as possible and that instructions had been issued to the Officers
concerned to expedite cettlement of outstanding claims.

Regarding the settlement of double excess profits tax claims,
the Board stated that the necessary particulars were forwarded to -
their U. K. Répresentative by fast air mail as soon as an application
for relief was received.. In their opinion this method was the best
possible and should continue. The Board did not consider that any
hardship could result, to the assessce since the estimated amount of
the relief was left uncollected,

So far as double income tax relief wag concerned, the Board
stated that since a part of the Indian demand cqual to the estimated
wmonnt-of: the relief wase not collected; assessees would be well
adviged, as soon as the'balance of the-tax -demanded had been paid,
toforward by fast wir mail to their U. K. principals particulars
of the Indian income-tax assessment, who, after oblaining the U.. K.
counterpart of the relief and relief certificate, should, in their turn,
forward -the latter to their Indian office for agreeing the amount
ief due. The Board did not therefore consider it necessary
tharise théir U. K. Representative in this hehalf,

 Mhe Chamber regretted that the Board did not comsider it
expedient to alter the procedure regarding double excess profite tax
claimé and so far as double income-tax reliel was concerned the
sudgestion that -assessees should utilise the fast. air mail service
seemed to be negatived by the fact that, so far as the Chamber was
awire, this-service was only available to Government. In the

**Chamber’s view, if this assumption were correct, the position would
in no way he improved.

Y Following upon this correspondence the Chamber’s attention
was drawn to the difficulties encountered by a member in connection

with Double Income Tax reliel due in India in respect of dividends

paid to the shareholders of their parent holding company in the
U.'K. 'This relief was normally granted when the firm in India
produced certificates from the U. K. Tax Authorities showing the
relief granted there, but, ag the U. K. authorities had not had
time to caleulate these reliefs they had allowed the home company
to estimate the gross dividend receivable from their Indian
subsidiary and to pay tax at half the standard rate on that estimate.
It had been contended by the firm in India that approximate Double
Income Tax relief had thus been granted by the U. K. authorities
and that therefore all the information required by the authorities

“in-India for caleuliting the relict due in India was available, but

apparently the latter had refused to give the reliel until the actual
U: K. Certificates had been produced.

The Income Tax- Sub-Committee to whom the matter was
referred, agreed that representations might be made to the Central
Board of Revenue on this point but subsequently the Chamber was
informed “that the member concerned had written to the Board on
the subject, us a vesult of which the Board had agreed that Double
Income, Tax might be granted if a provisional certificate from the
7. K. authorities was produced subject to (he undertaking that the
Gomputations would be vevised later, if necessary, on i‘eceipt of
the final certificate. :

Income tax'and E.P.T.: Delay in payment of bills
GOV?I‘I}mBnt Departments.—The Chamber addressed the

EE
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Central Board of Revenue in October on the anomaloug position in
which some firmns are placed when met, on the one hand by demands
under the . P. T. Ordinance (provisional assessments under
Section 14A (3) ) and faced on the other hand by either considerable
commitments in the performance of Government contracts or a
number of unpaid bills totalling very large sums of money.

It was pointed out that, whilst the objects of Government in
provisional assessments had the Chamber’s full support, it was
considered that such objects should not be pursiied so-as to penalise
certain assessees, particularly those engaged mainly or wholly on
Governmient work. It was therefore suggested that instructions be
issued to Provincial Commissioners not to press for payments under
the Ovdinance where large sums were tied up in stocks on
Government account or were due in Tespect of bills outstanding
for work done, especially when such demands could be met only
by recourse to borrowing.

The Board in reply stated that they did not consider it desirable
that the discretion of Commissioners in the matter of collections,
should be ““fettered”” as suggested by the Chamber, and ag regards
the question of bills remaining unpaid by Departments of the
Government of India, this was a matter which should be taken up
with the Department concerned,

In view of this reply the Committee, on the advice of the Income
Tax Sub-Committee, decided to approach the Finance Member of
the Government of Tudia direct on the subject. In rei)lv they were
informed thas the Provincial Commissioners had been insiructed
that they might, at their discretion, allow reasonable extensions
of time 1n specially hard cases.

Income-tax and E. P. T.: Emplo: ers’ losses on
subsidised foodstuffs.—Whether lossgs i?\rcurrea as : sresult‘
of selling foodstuffs to employees would be o legitimate charge
for income tax and excess profits tax was a quees(,ion asked by
4 member. The Committee, in consuliation with the Income Tax
Sub-Committee, were of the opinion thai such losses were allowable
and advised the member {o proceed on that z\s§||n1pli0n in the

absence of any case in which o contbrary attitu,
by the Income Tax Authoritics, ¥ wiitude had been adopied

Income-tax and E. P, T.:
vessels lost.—The question of the st
sums. received from  Government in ol
requisitioned engaged the attention
Committee. Tn their opinion, which .
of Revenue's ruling that recoveries of inen:
of loss of machinery are not of the same

Compensation for
atus for fax purposes of
mpensation for property
of the Tncome-tax Sub-
as based on the Central Board
ance money in’ respect

character” as money

recovered when machinery is sold within the medfiing of the second
proviso to Section 10(2)(vif), meither profits nor losses ‘arising
from payments of compensation for loss of vessels under requisition
would be included in computing taxable profits.

Income-Tax: Allowances of losses under Section
10(2)(vii).—During the year the Chamber had nnder consideration
the points raised by a circular issued by the Central Board of
Revenue in October which read as follows :—

Cascs have recently come to the notice of the Board in which claims have been
made by .assessccs undor scelion 10(2)(zii) for tho allowance of losses arising out
of the snle of a factory or the ontire block of plant and machinery on the transfer
of the business to another party or on the closo of euch business.

The Board consider that bofore an allowanco is admissible under sub-scction (2)
of section 10 of the Act, the condition preseribed in section 10(1) mmst be eatisfied,
viz., that the loss or cxpenditure as (he caso may bo must have been incurred in

55, profession or vocation carried on by the askessce. Since in the case
sales of machinery. cfc. it cannot he maintained that the sale was
transacted in the course of earrying on the business (un'ess. of course, the main
operations of the busincss were the buying or selling of factories or plany and
machinery as such, for example, for scrap purposes in which cven the loss or
gain would have {o he taken into nccount for nssessmeni purposes) no notice should
bo token in assessments of any lose or gain mode on euch eales.

The instrmctions on page 282 of the Mannal nre being amended accordingly.

The Chamber’s attention was drawn to this matter by {he
Associated Chambers who asked for constitnent Chambers’ views
on a letter from the Madras Chamber which maintained that the
Board’s reasons for the decision taken by it were illogica].
The Madras Chamber also pointed ont that, if a business was closed
down or sold, it would be impossible to satisfy the essential
provisions of section 10(1) 7.c. the business would not be carried on
by the assessec. This point was referred to the Income-Tax
Sub-Committee and their opinion, with which the Committec
agreed, was that it would be inappropriate to take up the matter
with the Board of Revenue at the present time in view of the fact
that profits on the sale of plant and machinery on the closng down
of business were not Jiable to income-tax and that any agitation
of the. jgsne raised by the Madras Chamber might result in such
profits being made assessable.

Tucome Tax Allowance for repairs under Section
B(1)(1).—In October the Chamber issued a circular letter to all
members asking for their opinion on the adequacy of the present
allowance for repairs of one-sixth of the rental value of property.
for the purposes of income-tax. The point had been raised by
the Upper India Chamber in September and brought before the
Associated Chambers for future disenssion. Tt was araued by the
Upper India Chamber that while under the Defence of Tndia
Rules property owners were not allowed to increase their rents,
the cost of building materials and labour had greatly increased.
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Ag this contention was upheld by the majority of the. members,
the Chamber agreed to support the recommendaiion tha{ a case
-be submitted to the Govermment of India for an increase in the
allowance wnder Section 9(1)() of the Income Tax Act. The
question was later the subject of a Resolution at the Anmual Meeting
of the Associated Chambers in December 1943 when the following
resolution was unanimously carried :— . -

In view, of the inerensed ¢ost of materials and Tahour and ihe fach fhat rents
have_remaincd practieally unchangod owing fo rent restriction orders framed nnder
the Defence of Tndin Act. 1939, and other causes, this Association invites e
attention of the Ceniral Toard of Revenue fo the inadequacy of the allowance

h of the hona fide annual value of properly consisting of buildings and
rmissible nnder Scetion 9 sub-aection (1) Clause (1)
1922) and recommends (hat it should be wade
tof the Act.

Income Tax ‘Appellate Tribunal.—Reference was made

in the 1942 Report to the representations which, at the Chambher's
instance, the Associated Chambers had submitted to the Presiden!
of the Tncome Tax Appellate Tribunal in regard to the filing of
dppeals and’ the making public of the decisions of the Tribunal
and to the fact that the President of the Tribunal had rejected ihe
first - suggestion. - Subsequently the  President, of . the . Tribunal
informed the Associated’ Chambers that he wag unable, in vigw
~of ‘the'provisions of Section-54 of the Tndian Tneome.Tax Act. fo
permit the publication-of the decisions of the Tribunal or fo allow
reporters fo'attend the procecdings hefore the Tribunal.

Tn view of the wnsatisfactory nature -of these replics,. the
questions under disenssion: wore again suhmitted by the. Chamher
for the_cansideration of the Government. of Tdin in Mav. Tn {he
light of - firther information and advice afforded by fhe Chambor's
Tiogal Advicer and the Tacome Tax Sub-Commit Mowing
points: were- it forward :—,

teo the fallowing

) Filing of appeals.—Tn Soptemt 5 y
¢ g September 1949"a recommendati inde o f
K’fﬁ:‘:nnlli:é ;:';;,12?2" St Tribanal. hat AR
. local Tenclies of the Tribuna - infed on
e e T o T of e T, et i
iffient matter—partienlarls in e casc of asserseod ' distanee from 3 Trensry
1 the -delny and nneertainty of the maile. cambined. shetanie: "
meriod nllowed to the assessee for the filing nf his e e o reuce.
y sosser 2 of hin appor i a8 roj
:’evmn':r ’J;y;lr;::l.q "nn:] the Tl'amilﬂcm referred to nmn pr';rc:\}i;io’}:lemc.lv‘;;w“xhr:iﬁ;;:
Seetion 83 n inserted by e Tndian Tne " )
ander whieh fhe Tribunal may admit_an aprenl afier e oneh) iy 1041
atisfied fhat hero was " suffcient eauso for o prosonting. &t At ihat

period
“The Chamber is aware " 5é Hob
r' but whether or hot
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osting of an appoal, ot the date of iis receipt by tho Tribunal, should dotermine
T admissibility or otherwise and or the time bar and thag presentation of an
application fo_ tho local Tncome Tax Officer within the time allowed, should bo
rogarded as’ pioper motice af ‘appeal fo the: Tribunal.

(2) Decisions of the Tribunal.—Tn the épinion of the Chamber it is cssential
{iat means shonld be devised of making public the decisions of fhe Tribunal in
the cases coming -before sit: . At -present these dcisions are made available fo tha
Tncome Tax Depariment, but mot fo nssessces. Consequently when an appeal jis
argued, tho Tncome Tax Department’s representative is in a position {o refer the
Tench to # - previous decision,but {he asscssco is upable 40 meot the arguments
a8 he is not aware of tho Tribunal's decision on it. It was fubmitted to tho
Tribunal that if it were to feel in any way bound by previons decisions of niy
of its. Benches, to, which the Income Tax Department had access, such decisions
Whoulde also bo availablo to tho Public, by permitting law reporters fend
proceedings and public decided cakcs, if necessary with fhe omission of the refafive
figures.

. The Presidant of.the Tribunal, in informing the Chamber that he was unable
1o accopt_this suggestion. reforred to the provisions of Section 54 of the Indian
Tneomo. Tax Act, inferring by doing so that to publish decisions would involve
a brech of that - Section, with regard Lo seerecy.

o s
The Chamber has Teason to helieve that, ip point.of fuct, the Tribunals do
nof treat their proceedings ns being within the scope of Section 54, as they purport
{0 it a5 an open- Court, and when. applications are hoing nrgued, ofher parties
in ofher cases are present-and listening. . If it is contended that proceedings before
the Tribunal should ‘be- seeret, then all other parties should be excluded from
fhe room, ag is (he practicc when appearing before the Commissioner or {he
Appellate Assistant Commissioner, In these cireumstances the Chamber maintains
thnt the:decisions- of tha Tribunal, which arg always available to the Income Tax
Department, should be made availghle also fo the taxpayer. Until this s allowed,
tho inequity of tho preseng procednre cannot but perplex the taxpayer, who is
unable to understand the Tribunal's reluciance to make public its decisions, when
tho canes aro rot, so thy Chamber is informed, heard in camera.

A reply was received in August to the effect thal—

(1) Thé' Goverriment of Tndia saw no veason to inferfere.
being satisfied that the Tribunal was exereising its
diséretion with' due regard to the interests of the
assésece and the ¢irenmstances of each case under
Section 33 of. the Act. .

‘The Chamber’s proposal that appeals should be
lodged with local henches of the Tribunal was not
acceptable, as it was stated. it would - involve
Government in great’ adminisirative inconvenience
and " extra  expenditure. The ~Chamber's’ firsl
alternative snggestion that the date of the posting of
an appeal should he treated as the date of “ifs

. ingtitution was not acceptable as it would give
to undesirable complieations, while the siggestion of
submission to -the local Tncome Tax Officer was
rejected ‘on the grounds’ thit the Income Tax: Officer
was nof, 'subordinate 1o the Tribunal and the Tribunal
could not divest iteelf “of its own funetione hy
vesting the Tnecome Tax Officer with power to receive
appeals on its behalf.
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(@ The proposal was still under the consideration of
Government.

In November the position was reviewed by the Chamber as
a reenlt of a member’s complaint against {he proceedings of the
Tribunal : it was agreed on the recommendation of the Income
Tax Sub-Committee that it should he made the subject of a
resolution to be included in the Agenda of the meeting of the
Associated Chambers at the end of the year. At that meebing which
was held in December the following resolution was unanimously
adopted—

This Associntion requesis the onrly atiention of the Govornment of India fo
tho following matters connected with the praclice and proceduro before the Tncomo

Tax Appollate Tribunal :m -

(1) That the request for tho establishment of local Rezistrars for filing of
icati nd for facilitati icatic with the local Benches,

ba reconsidered

(2) That (he decisions of all Benches of tho Tribunal bo made availablo o
the public it nccessary by the amendment of Section 54 of tho Indian
Tncome Tax Act, and

(®) Thay o Government of Indin {ake an carly opportunity, in consuliation

with commereial interests, of rovising whoro necessary various provisions

of the Tncome Tax Appellate Tribunal's Rules and Torms and (lm/

practice oblaining thorounder. .
Indian income-tax: Sterling companies and
"non-resident’ shareholders.—Two cases of far-reaching
importance {o the sterling companies operating in India have
engaged the atiention of this Chamber and the Bombay Chamber
during the past vear. The issue involved in hoih cases, which
came hefore the Tigh Courts of Caientta and Bomhay respectively.
was the legalitv of certain provisions of the Tncome Tax Act: of 1030
in relation to_the-assessments on the income of sterling companies
and non-resident. shaveholders which authorised the income-tax
authorities to tax income arising out of dividends declared
and paid ontside British Tndia by a non-resident company ouf of
profite subieeted to fa ritish Tndin. The findings of the Courts
were entitely conflicing, the Calentin Tigh Conrt holding fhaf the
provisions of {he Act were nltra vires the Gentral Tndian Tegislature,
and fherefore in September the Chamher in communication with
the Tast Tndin Section of the T.ondon Chamber wrged {hat the
interests of the sferling companies in Tndia should ha represented
i Tegal disenssions in Tondon and the whale matter cleaved wmn
before {he issne came before the Tederal Court on aprenl. Tn
replvine the Committee of the Tast Tndia Section sfated {hat.

0 £l s and the difference of Jegal opinion
they con<idered fhat the intere:

ultimately henefit ns an ontcome of the

appeals which woere 1o bt
lodged before tha Tederal Court, ppeals which were 8
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Income Tax: Rate of tax for Insurance
Companies.—Relative o the Chamnbers recommendation to the
Asgociated Chambers of Conmerce in India in connection “with
their cireular No. 89-A.C. recorded in the Report for 1942, a further
circalar was issued to the constitueut Chambers in March informing
them that, as (he majority opinion was against action being taken
by the Chambers and the view had been expressed that the matter
wus primariiy one for luswrance interests themselves to take w
should they consider the case to be sufliciently sound, the President
did not propose to pursue the question at that slage.

Subsequently fhe Associated Chumbers provided the constituent
Chambers with a copy of & memorandum submitted to the Finance
Depurtaent by the Association of T.ife Assurance Offices in India
in which Government were asked to “peg” the amount of Tncome
Tax applicable to life assurance companies at a rate not in excess of
that considered ag u sale maximum_ in the U. K. i.e. 7s. Gd. in the
pound.  The main eupport put forward for this contention was
the fact that life insurance companies were assessed for income
tax on their interest less expenses, and it was on this interest that
they depended essenbially to micet their obligations to their
policyholders.

Tn July the Chawber was asked to £apport a  further
represenfation of the Association to the Tinance Department thai
in addition to their previous petition it was considered that some
increase should be made in the maximum amount allowable as
inanagement expenses to Tife Assurance Offices for income-tax
purposes on account of the increased expenses resulling from war
time conditions. The Chamber informed the Associntion that, as
it was known that the Associated Chamber had alrendy nddressed

Finance Depariment in support of the case submitted by the

Association on both counts, the Chamber did not propose to take
imdependent action.

Income tax: War dearness allowances.—Tho
Chamber Committce, in consultaiion with the Income Tax Sub-
Committee, have declined to support a recommendation made to
the Associated Chambers that the Government of Tndia he asked
to consider the exemption from income fs of war dearness
allowances paid to staffs.

Tn view of the provisions of Section 7 ol
there were no gronnds, in the opinjon of the
approach Government,

[ ihe Tncome Tax Act,
Chamber, on which to

Tnformation wa

as. subsequently veceived from the Associated
Chambers that the

opinion of the large majority of constituent
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Chambers was against :my’t representation being made to
- #"Governinent. o . T
I i tion 9 of
Income.from Property assessed under Sec :
the- Act: A--R. P. Expenditure.—In .July _‘,hcmC,lgum‘ber
sinddressed the. -following . to .the. .Commissioner of Income Tax,
- “Bengal : - . ‘

) jc ber in which it has been

‘A case has been brought to the notice of the Chan hich it :

ndicarsd by the Toome.Tas. Offcer concorned fo @ Company twhoso inonmo i

Qorived soldly from proporty, it expenditure incurred on the rstion, of et
v val of glass panes and A. R, P, medsures of a similar na pro

2‘12“75-50"‘0‘“13{ fts ocgupnn(s from " nit.raid damige, would: be disallowed in:the

Companys assessment under Scction 9 of the Act.

2. T am directed (0 enquire for the guidance of the Chamber what instructions
if_any have been ifsucd o Income-Tax Officers on this point.

In answer {o this the Chunber was advised that ]'ncome»Tm(;
Officers had been informed that in the case of property. assesee
“under ‘Section 9 of the Income-Tax Act there was no provision in
“the law. under which expenditure incurred on the erection of blx{)st

“awalls ete. could be allowed. The point was later put forward 3;
the I. T. 8/C at an interview with the representative of the Central
Board of Revenue who confirmed the statement of the Gommissioner
of Income-tax and enlarged his contention by saying that in rn:u:yt
cases the landlord could recover such expenditure from the tenant

in whole or.in part;.and, if the tenant was assessed as & bvuﬁmesi
the amount so recovered would be allowed as a charge. No fina

decision wag yeached, an assurance being given that the mitter -

would be_examined if put up before the Central Board.

The case was presented to the Bourd by the Chamber in the

terms of the Chamber’s letter to the Income;Tax Cqmm_lsgloner in

o July. It wag finally learnt that the ,Cenlru} Board of R_evenu? did
not find _sufficient., justification for proposing an “a ndment ?f
Section 9 of the Income-Tax Act 5o ay fo allow the ¢ pgngliture in
question. .

"Income Tax: Depreciation of Plant and

Machinery.—The Chamber ain had  this matter under

* Jcongideration “as their difention” as called” b§ “a iHerber

to an apparent .inconsistency beiween two statements ‘made

by “the Tinance Secretary when spegking on ~the Finance

Bill in the Council of State on the 26th March, one Being to

. . the effect that.Government, wonld resist all attempts o secure

. higher depreciation allowance hecause they were’ convinced, tl)nt

" depreciation of plant and machinery had no relation” to™working

of shifts, and the second to the effect that mints were working 24
hours at considerable riek o plant and machinery. | _

Thig point was made the subject of unofficial conversations
in New Delhi with representatives of the Finance Department,
who denied the seeming incompatibility between the two
statements. - They pointed out that, while they did not admit
that double or multiple shift working necessarily caused more
depreciation to plant than the stopping and re-starting under the
single shift system, they did accept—and it was to this factor that
the Finance Secretary referred in speaking: of the Mints—that
continuous working increased the risk of breakdown and the
necessity of repairs, the cost of which was allowed as a charge to
revenue for laxation purposes. The question was fully discussed
by the Committee in consultation with the Income Tax Sub-
Committee and, in view of the provision which already existed for
an inerease in depreciation rates, up to 50% of the normal rates,
m the event of double or multiple ehifts being worked and in view
of the deferred repairs provisions of Section 26(3) of the B, P. T.
Act, they decided that no further action could profitably be taken
at that stage.

The Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention
Ordinancs, 1948.—The Ordinance was published in the Gazette
of India Extraordinary on the 16th October and came into effect
immediately. It has a sweeping application, including all articles
except foodgrains which have not been exempted by specific
notification in_the official Gazette of the Government’ of India.

Broadly specking the Ordinance may be divided into three parts,
iz I~

A, The Anti-Hoarding Provisions.—In these the Central
Government are empowered to fix in respect of articles (1) the
maximum quantity which may at any one time be possessed by a
dealer or producer and (2) the maximum quantity which may’ be
sold at any one time to any person.

(1) Clanse 5 provides that—

(@) no dealer shall have in his
quantity of an article exceedin;
of that article held by him in l
case may be, exceeding the qu;

possession at any one time a
g one quarter of the total quantity
he course of the year 1939, or ae the

antity which the Controller-General
of Civil Supplies or other offic

er empowered in this behalf by the
Central or the Provincial Government may intimate to him as the
maximum guantity of that article which he may have in his
possession at any one time; and

(b) no producer have in hig possession at any one time a
quantity of any article exceeding one quarter of his total production
of that article during one of the three years 1940, 1941 and 1942




(58 )

Aueli

in which his p was greatest, or the quantity which may
be. intimated to him in the manmer referred to above.

(8) No specific provision was made for the maximum quantity
to be sold.
B. The Price Conlrol provisions.

Clause €. (1) where no maximumn has been fixed by notification
under clause (¢) of sub-section (1) of section 8, no desler or producer

shall sell or offer for sale or otherwise dispose of an atticle for a
) bl

tion which is unr

(2) Tor the purpose of this section a consideration is
unreasonable'if, whether it is exclusively in money or not, it exceeds
the amount represented by the addition of 20% or the waddition

_allowed by normal trade practice whichever is less to—-

(a) the landed eost of the article in the case of an imported
article.

(b) the cost of the production of an article which is not
imported, or if as a condition of sale the purchaser is required to
purchase any other avticle.

(3) The Controller-General may, l)y order published in the
official Guazette, vary, in respect of any specified miticle or class
of article the figure of 20% referred 1o in sub-section (@), and if he
does so that sub-section shall have effect accordingly.

C. The Regulation with regard to Sales.

Clause 9. No dealer or producer shall, wnless previously
authorised to do o by the Controller-General or other officer
empovwered in this behalf by {he Central or Provineial Governments,
ithout sufficient cause, refuse to sell to any person any article
_within the limits as fo quantity imposed by the Ordinauce.

Ti was 2lear that the Ordinance as it stood contained rome very
objectionable provisions from the point of commereial and industr
interests and in November the Chamber received copy of the
representations made by the Associated Chambere of Comy o (0
the Government of Tndia, Commerco Department, in which were
set out the difficulties surrounding the operation and effect of the
several clauses of the Ordinance, with special reference to clanses
5,6 and 9. The Associated Chambers submitted that in its present
form the Ordinance was wnworkable and any serious attempt {0
enforce it would result not only in severe hardship to many classes
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of merchants and traders, but in the closing down of many valuable
business. Withregard to clause 5 it was pointed out that in practice
its provision must remain Jargely a dead lctter for the prolonged
period which must elapse hefore section 8 could, if at all, be brought
into operation in respect of {he almost unlimited number of articles
of which stocks were held. Tach and every article must cither
be exempted from the Ordinance as a whole under section 2(a)
ov be the subject of fixation by official notification under section 3
or come within the provisions of section 5. By reason of irregular
supplies, interrupted production, difficulties of transport, import
trade control and a variely of other factors, it was sfated that
almost all dealers must at one time or other be in possession of larger
quantities tha{ were permitted under section 5(a). They were then
aontside the law and subject to its heavy penalties without right of
appeal. - Under section 5(b) the position was even more untenable.
Tnless exempted under Seetion 2(a) or provided for under section
3 the ferm “‘article’ which was not limited to an article for sale
apparently covered the material which a manufacturer might have
in his possession for the purposes of production and he had no
1940742 ““production”” on which to base anv justification for the
holding of such sfocks. Tn fact no manufacturer could avoid
contravening the Ordinance in thig respeet until all sueh raw
materials were specially provided for under the various sections,
Under the present conditions of failure or shortage of transport
which delayed despatches from factories and therefore led to an
accumulation of goods no manufacturer could keep within this
provision even if section 5(b) related only to goods for sale.

Clanse £ was considered to he particularly unacceptable in that
probuably the majority of the sellers of goods ave not the importers
and such goods pass throngh several hands before they reach the
retailer to be passed on to the consumer, in which ease it was almost
impossible fo assess the landed cost of the article and to exact the
approved maximum of 2%. A dealer in non-imported goods wonld
he in a similar position in vespect to goods which had passed
throngh the hands of the manufacturer, the distributer and the
retailer. This clause was therefore obscure and umrelated to
ordinary business practice.

Tn the ease of the sale of zoods by the importer or mannfacturer,
the term *‘cost of production’’ had heen undefined in the Ordinance
and Governments attention was drawn to the numerons incidental
costs—advertising, storagc. maintenance of staff and ete.—which
must be added to the ex-factorv cost, and to cases where only small
profils were made on goods kept in stock for Iene periods against
occasional demands. e.q. Xeray and other oleetvieal equipment.
Tn view of thesc and other factors it was considered that the
permitted 20% would result in substantial losses being incurred
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in businesses that had only moderate met profits and the position
would result in either the suspension of businese or the open
disregard of the Ordinance.

The objection put forward in connection with Section 9 was
that to sell out stocks to first applicants without taking into account
business obligations to regular and reputable customers was a
procedure to be deprecated. To avoid this, it was suggested: that
the expression ‘sufficient cause’ in the section should be interpreted
with sympathy towards traders, merchante and importers enabling
them to distribute their goods through the most reputable channels
-and to their established clients.

As regards the administration of the Ordinance generally it
was pointed out that there was no practicable means of dealing
individually with all the types and stages of business covering
transactions in the post of articles which called for special treatment:

ven were a large enough staff available to the Controller-General
fo deal with the work entailed they would ‘not, it was pointed out.
possess the knowledge of business methods and diti necessar
to enable them to handle the applications promptly and efficiently. «
In the time-lag thus involved the Ordinance would presumably he
@ dead letter, which would further undermine the public’s confidence
in the Government's ability to handle the situation.

In acknowledging receipt of this letter Government stated
that the points raised had been fully discussed by the President
(ths Hon’ble Mr. Burder) and the-Secretary of the Department of
Industries and Civil Supplies. A summary of these conversations

* were communicated to the Chamber from' which it appeared thai
Governments were aware of the difficulties of administering {he
Ordinance, but claimed that the main purpose of its publication.
which was to curb the gross profiteering which had been 2oing on.
had already been achieved. Grent sfress was laid bv Government
on the fact that it was only such anti-social activities that were
aimed at and those who were conducting their business i
and good faith need not fear being penalised at Government's hands.
In this connection a Press Note was issued by Government on the

27th October which pointed out that the fieure of 20% profit over

Tanded cost or cost of production was not inflexible and that it was

open to any dealer or producer to satisfv the Controller-General
that this limit was inapplicable or unworkable. §

Despite. the assurances of Government that the intention of
the Ordinanca was not to nenalise the honest dealer, it lwnq felt
fhat @ meeting shonld be held with tha Controller-Cranert] of Cron
Supplies to ascertain in what general terms dealers and producers
who required special treatment under the Ordinance should proceed

80 as to place their cases formally sub judice while at the same time
carrying on their business in the normal way. This meeting,
which was attended by representatives of the Associated Chambers,
the Calcutta Import Trade Association and the Calcutta Trades
Aesociation in addition to those of the Chamber, was held on the
22nd December. An exhaustive discussion of the Ordinance took
place and it will have been noted from the minutes of the meeting
which were issued to all members of the Chamber that reasonably
satisfactory assurancee ag regards the operation of the Ordinance
were obtained from Mr. Desai, the Controller-General,

Continuance of the International Rubber
Rogulation Scheme.—At the end of 1942 the Chamber was
approached by the Commerce Department of the Government of
India through the Government of Bengal for its viewe on the
continuance of the International Rubber Agreement. The scheme
in question provided that not less than twelve months before the
21st December 1943 the Tnternational Rubber Regulation
Committee should make a dation to the i
Governments as to whether the scheme should be continued or not
after that date, and before doing this officially the Committee
wished to ascertain the reactions of participants.

The Government of Indin’s views were that, while it was
desirable to retain 'the general framework of the agreement
particularly with a view to conditions after the war, it was
impossible to implement the actual provisions of the agreement
under the existing conditions of an acute shortage of rubber caused
by the loss of the principal rubber producing countries. The
Government had therefore decided— )

(a) to suspend such of the provisions of the Indian Rubber
Control Act, 1934, as were not administratively
necessary in the present circumstances;

(b) to authorise fresh rubber plantation in India to the
furthest extent necessary to meet India’s needs, as
in case very extensive tapping became essential fresh
areas now planted would be able to replace existing
areas which might run into disuse;

(c) to control strictly all exports of rubber and rubber
manufactures ; and

(d) to appoint an Indian Rubber Production Board
consisting of representatives of all interests with a
view to encouraging and ensuring increased production
of rubber.
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The Chamber Committee considered this question in
conenltation with the Association of Rubber Manufacturers in
Tndia and expressed the following views to Government :—

(a) That, as the International Rubber Regulation Scheme
had been of benefit to the Producers and had not
borng too  hardly- on the Manufacturers, iis
continuance ~hould be agreed to after the Sist
Decomber 1943 subject to the proviso that, as long
as fhe war continued, all provisions of the Scheme
which interfered with the war effor{ should be
suspended. . .

(b) That it was in the best interests of Tndin and the war

© effort to plant fresh rubber to the furthest extent
possible and necessary, provided always that the
modern type of high yielding tree was planted.

() That undoubtedly the strictest control of all exports of
rubber and rubber manufactures was' essential at
present,

(d) That the appointment of an Indian Rubber Production .

Board representing all interests involved
e e appeared
very desirable. N e

Proppsal to amend Section 277-I of -the Indian
Companies Act, 1918.—The Chamber was asked by the
Government of India for an opinion on certain amendments which
the Reserve Bank of India recommended that Government should
make to section 277-I of the Indian Companies Act, 1913 relatin,
to Banks— ¢

(1) to add a further proviso that the subscribed capital should
not be less than one half the authorised capital, and
the paid up capital not less than half the subscribed
capital, and

(2) that no banking company should have other than ordinary
shares, -

In their reply, the Committee of the Ch i :
the suggested relationship of paid upec(njpi:ﬁb:: exﬁlﬁifsg tﬂ}:&;
authorised capital was not by any means universal : inhfhc case‘ of
- some of the largest British joint stock banke. ;,he ratio was
cnns'demh]yl less than the proposals sought to make Tnecessary.
The Committee. however, gave the proposale their full stl;rl;nfl:
banking companies

pnrticg:l:\rly in so far as they related to new
established since the outbreak of war,
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Indian Merchandise Marks (Amendment) Act,
1941.—In regord to the draft rules giving effect to the 1941
amendment of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act published in the
Gazette of India in July, the Chamber addressed the Government
of India in September in support.of the recommendation made
by the Bombay Chamber earlier in the year, that a further
amendment of the Act should be made in order to bring it into
line with the standard and long standing practice of the trade.
The suggestions in brief were :—

(1) The Act should provide for the marking of cotton thread
either by length or weight ;

(2) The term ‘grist’ should be amended to rcad“tickzt’;

(8) The reference made in the Act to ‘cotton sewing or
darning thread’ should be extended to include crochet
or handicraft thread;

(4) The scope of the Act should be extended so as to include
not only thread etc. manufactured in factories as
defined under the Factories Act but also thread
‘wound and/or packed in any premises whether factories
or not;

Referring to a letter received from the Government of Indin
in November in which proposals (8) and (4) above were
put forward for opinion, the Chamber after consulting the Cloth
and Yarns Sub-Committees replied that they considered it
unnecessary to make any comment on these proposals; but the
attention of Government was drawn to the remaining points raised
by the Chamber of Commerce in Bombay and this Chamber’s
supporting letter t5 which no reply had yet been received.

The Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1928:
Amendment Bill 1948.—The views of the Chamber on the
proposed amendments to the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, the
effect of which were to make it necessary  for the Steamer
Companies carrying Hedjaz pilgrime to pay Cabin class pilgrims
the sum of Rs. 3/- per day for every day lower than 25 days they
were detained in Jedda, instead of as formerly Rs. 1/- were
1equested by the Government of Bengal in September. After

Iti the St hip  interests med, the Chamber
informed Government that it was unable to support the Bill
which was considered unnecessary and inopportune and, among
otker contentions, likely to add to the burdens and responsibilities
of shipowners already imposed by war time ‘conditions.

Payment of Wages Act: Deduction from Wages.
- The definition of wages under the Act leaves room for uncertainty




(64 )

with regard to its application to bonus and other forms of special
payments and lms‘ been the subject of much controversy since the
Act, wag passed. In a circular letter No. 2052.1943 dated the 5th
May, the Chamber issued for the information of members a copy
of a communication from the Government of India, received by
VArlous organisations, which stated that certain practices had been
bronght to the notice of Government which were not in accordance
with the Act. As Dearness Allowance formed part of “‘wages”
as defined in Section 2(vi) of the Act, a reduction in the payment
of this allowance in excess of that allowed by Section 7(2)(b) read
\_vnh Section 9(2), paid to a worker in defiult, was illegal ; and
further, advdnce deductions from wages for amenities and sex’viceﬂ
to be supplied by employers were similarly not in accordance with
the provisions of the Act. (Members will recall that reference
wag made in the 1942 Report to the Chamber’g correspondence
with the Government of Bengal on this subject of ‘‘amenities”
and that in Government Notification No, 3860-Com. of the 15th
June 1942, employers were authoriced to make deduction from
wages up to a maximum of 509% for the supply of foodstuffs ete.).

vln cons c‘h with thig icati

notice of the Chamber by a member that if Dearn

was legally recognised to be part of wages, the posi:io: sosf 22;‘1‘:?:?:
with regard to provident funde and wages paid in lieu of noy;ica
would be_ entirely unsatisfactory. An view of an announcement
made in the Prese in July that an amendment of the Act was
contemplated by Government it was feared that, unless the matter
was immediatelytaken up, the definition of wages to include
dearness allowance would become law, and in this event it was
hoped. that the effect of legislation would at- Jeast exclude an
cmdployelv’s_ob!lgation to pay contributions to Provident Tunds
i?lo\xangce;.m lieu of notice on the basis of the additional Dearness

The Committee in view of these contentions deci i

k S ecid
particalars of the Government of Tndia’s intenfled mfedn;;gz?:;
the definition of_ anps under the Act, In reply it was stated
that {he amending Bill would not touch upon  the ques}ions of
ovident Fundg as these

roposed
The proposal for the amendment of the del;in?tion o}mvs:g:;e?vt:‘;

still under inter-departmental consideration

) @ sidera and {
particulars of the proposals could be given, Tt wnf;h?li?r:tatzg
that there was no connection between the proposed amen;iment of
the Payment of Wages Act and the recent withdrawa) by the

Government of Bengal of specia] i i
to the Indian Jute i[ills Aquciaituxew}.{empmns previously allowed

it was brought to the ,
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The TIndustrial Affairs Sub-Committee of the Chamber
considered that in the light of this information no further action
Wus necessary.

The War Donations and Investments (Companies)
Act, 1940.—Section 5 of the above Act states thai—

I any question arises whether for the purposes of this Act a loan is o
Government loan flonted for the purpose of assistiug the prosecution of the present
war or whether o fund is o public fund formed for the purpose of assisting the
prosecution of the present war, the guestion shall be decided by the Central
Goyernment, whose decision shall be fnal.

From correspondence which was placed before the Chamber
it appeared that some. doubt existed as to whether donations by
companies to the Red Cross T'und were to be regarded as donations
to a *‘public fund” within the meaning of the Act.

To cluify the position the Chamber asked the Government of
India for a ruling and was eventually advised that there was no
objection to donations being made in pursuance of the War
Donations and Investments (Companies) Act, 1940, to the funds
collected by the Joint War Organization of the Indian Red Cross
Society and the St. John’s Ambulance Association (Indian
Couneil), which is a public fund formed for the purpose of assisting
the prosecution of the present war.

Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking)
Act, 1937.—At the end of 1942 a submission of views was
requested from interests in the membership of the Chamber
who were likely to be affected by the proposed amendments by
Government of the Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking)
Act 1937. In the first place an amendment of section 3(f) of the
Act was suggested to enable Government to recover from the
trade certain incidental costs incurred in the inspection and grading
of various commodities, graded under the Act. The second
proposal was that some provision be made in the Act for o levy
to cover expenses incurred in connection with publicity given to
popularise “‘Agmark’ products.

In communicating the collective opinion of interested concerns
in a letter to the Agriculture and Industries Department of the
Government, of Bengal in March, the Chamber stated that, with
regard to the proposed amendment of Section 3(f), it was considered
that such costs should only be recovered from pefsons whe have
their produce graded or marked under the provisions of the Act.
The second proposal, the Chamber said, met with general approval
and these costs also should be recoverable from the trades concerned
although a suggestion was made that whenever possible trades
should be left free to use this publicity as they thought best. Tt
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wag also suggested by the Chamber that trades concerned should
be mforp:ed of the experience and credentials of inspectors
“undertaking the work of supervising, grading and testing.

The Bill was passed in August and the Chamber was informed
that the Government spokesman had given an assurance that the
proposed recoveries were to be made ouly from those who
voluntarily entered the scheme. 1t ulso appeared that there would
be no reason to complain of the qualifications of the staif employed
by Government.

The Central Excise Bill, 1948.—The comments of

interested. members were invited by the Chamber in December
on the Central Excise Bill 1943, referred for examination and report
to a Select Committee. According to the Statement of Objects
and Reasons the Bill was primarily a consolidating measure,
containing clauses reproducing or based on the existing provisions
of current enactments which the Bill was intended to consolidate
and repeal.

No objections. were raised or comments made by interested
concerns . who gave the Bill their full support. The Bill is now
before the Central Legislature.

The Indian Boilers (Amendment) Act, 1948.—Tn

July the Chamber had under consideration the Indian Boilers .

(Amendment) Act which was introduced by the Government of
India to meet the omission from the Indian Boilers Act 1923 of a
provision for the inspection and general regulation of the boiler
feed water system, as serious accidents had happened because of
the failure of; for example, economiser tubes due to deterioration.

The amendment was' referred to the Chamber representatives
on the Bengal Boiler Commission who informed the Chamber that
the Commission were unanimously of the opinion that, while it
was realised that some system of economiser inspection should be
instituted, 1t was quite impossible to bring in legislation to this
effect during war time. It was pointed out in support -of this
contention that an economiser could not be inspected nnless it were
faken out of service in which case most types of boilers by
themselves would not be capable of evaporating the entire quantity
of water requived to drive the power plant” which they were
installed {o serve. Tt was further poinfod out that, it s tulne

of an economiser were inspected internally
ally and then suspected of
wenkness, the only method of determining the extent r)of such
weakness was to destroy some of the tubes, which, in view of
v and spare tubes, might render a whole
moperative for a long time. The Bengal

the lack of skilled labou:
section of an economiser
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Boiler Commission were of the opinion that, if Government insisted
on p ding with the dment, it was absolutely essential to
lay down rules governing the methods by which inspection would
be caried out and defining the condemning limit.

The Chamber decided to refer these views to Government but
the amending Bill wag passed by both Fouses of the Central
Tegiclature before this could be done. They were subsequently
put before the Member in cherge of the Act in unofficial
conversations and an assurance obtained that ibe points raised

would be fully considered when the time come to amend the

Boiler Regulations in accordance with the new Aect, when an
opportunity would also be given {o all concerned to express their

opinion. .

Registration of Trade Marks Act, 1940.—It will be
remembered that a vesumé of the detailed comments made by the
Chamber on the Trade Marks Rules 1942 was included in the 1942
Report. The Trade Marks Amendment Act 1943 based on these
rules was published on the 15th March and passed in the Central
Assembly on the 81st idem. This controversial matter, besides
heing given a considerable amount of publicity in the press, engaged
the attention of the Chamber from the original introduction of the
Bill. The Chamber informed Government that. the Bill had been
introduced withont adequate consultation and without time for the
consideration of all its implications. During the short interim
between the publication of the Bill and its passing in the Central
Assembly negotiations took place with a view to placing some
limitation on the amendments which were regarded by commercial
interests - in  Caleutta as a summary injustice. Eventually
Government accepted two amendments—(1) The Deputy Registrar
whose appointment by Government is permissive should have full
powers to discharge any function under the Act under the
superintendence and divection of the Registrar and (2) a mandatory
provision that “‘there shall be established in Caleutta for the purpose
of facilitating the Registration of Trade Marks a branch of the
Trade Marks Registry””.

The whole intention of these amendments and the under-
standing underlving their accentance was that the Caleutta Branch
TRegistry would he self-contained. thongh necessarily under the
superintendence and direction of the Registrar, and would be so
constituted and staffed as 4o he able to deal with all stages of the
process of registration of a trade mark, from the original application
throngh the stages of hearing and intérlocntion and up to the stage
of registration. Such an mrrangement postulates {hat the Calentta
Rranch Registry should he in the charge of a responsible officer.
TWhile the Chamber had no wish to exercise undue pressure in the
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matter of the appointment by Government. of a Deputy Registrar,
it was very strongly urged that the Caleutta Branch Registry should
be under the control of an officer of that status if practical effeo|
were to be given to the infention of the nmendments accepted by
Government in the amending Act.  The draft vevision of {he Trade
Marks Rules published with Notifieation No. 405-Tnd.(D /48 of the
8th May, however, contained no reference whatever to the Calentta
Brﬂnch_chish‘y which the Act enjoined. They concentrated all
responeibility in the hands of the Bombay Regisiry; they made no
provision infer alia for applications to the Calentta Braneh Registry,
for the issue of receipts for applications submitted to fhe Calentta
Branch Registry, for copies of the representations of Trade Marks
applied for to be maintained in Caleutta fo facilitate searches. Toven
tha-forms appended to ‘the rules contained no recognition of the
Caleutta Branch R aistry. Tt was nof. the Chamber therefore
he Caleutti Branch Registry be {reated
s of ifs acting as a merve “post office”” for
the transfer of applications to Bombay. though recognition even fo
that extent was not given to it in the original draft rules.

Government were informed {hat commereinl inicrosts in
Caleutta could not aceept anything less than the fullest, and most
meficulous fulfilment in the Rules of the intention of and the
understanding attached to the amendments of the 1043 Act accepted
by ‘Go'vernmenf, namely-the continuance in their entivety of the

- facilities which the commercial community had always enjoved in
Caleutta. ’ ) ’

The Government of Tndia subsequently published for criticism
the draft of Special Provisions = for the Calentia  Branch.
Government have also decided {hat the Deputy Registrar of Trade

Marks shall be stationed at Calentta and pending such appointment ,

the Caleutta Branch will temporarily he in cha @e of an officer of

gazetted status. Tn ihis and cortain other respects—notahly o
proposed rule 102A which would have far-reaching and adverse
effects. on proprietors in Tndia and abroad of trade mark: consistine
of Dumernls and lelfers—the amended draft ules weere
unsatisfactory and were made the subject of further correspondence
with Government. nonde

Government met the ohicetions to the dra Speci. rOvish
for- the Calentta Branch by publishing o \?nﬁﬁc';ttin:pg::‘f]c;;;:‘(;;{4):‘1:
July 1943 containing new Draft Rules for the Calentta Branch
\vhw:]\ were considered satisfactory except that {fey did ;)ol T;,.,]L(.
epecfic provision for & Deputy Reeistar of Trad yas o 1o
clm‘r_a'e of the Branch. Government, however, oxnl:\ine;]. that ';]n'c
omission was dne to the fact {hat it might be some time hcfnrl? ‘mcl;

|
i
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a officer wag actually appointed and, if specific mention was made
of a Deputy Registrar, it might hold up the work of the Branch till
the actual appointment was made. As regards the objection {o the
draft Rule 102A it was stated that Government were giving its
provisions further consideration.

Public Debt (Central Government) Bill, 1948.—The
(‘hamber Committee in, consultation with the Caleutta Fxchange
Banks Association examined the provisions of the above Bill for
the consolidation and amendment of the law relating to Government
securities issued by the Central Government and to the
management by“the Reserve Bank of India of the public debt of
fhe Central Government.

Tt was ngreed that these suggested alterations to the existing
law were desirable and no comments were offered.

Drugs Control Order, 1948.—A question of
interpretation of the price schednles and other matters in ihe
Drugs Control Order 1943 was referred {o”the Chamher by a
member firm who is o manufacturer of certain druge within the
schednles of the Order. TIn reply to the queries raised it was
pointed out :—

(1) that the prices shown in col. 4 of the schedules ave the
maximum retail prices which can legally be charged
anywhere in India.

(2) that where these prices do not permit of a reasonable
margin of profit to the manufacturer representations
may be addressed to the Depariment of Tndustries
and Civil Supplies, New Delhi,

(8) that (it is only Parts T and TIT of the Schedule {o the
Order which refer to the products of any manufacturer
and) in respect to any dmg manufactured and
marketed in India which is not included in Schedule
IT, of the Order, a representation for its inclusion at
the next revision may also be addressed to the
Department.

The Cotton Cloth and Yarn Control Order, 1948.—
The development and implications of the Cotton Cloth and Yarn
(Control) Order published in Government of Tndin Notification
No. 34-Tex.(1)-43 in June have engaged the attention of ihe
Chamber’s Cloth and Yarn Sub-Committees during the per'od under
review.

Arising from this enactment the Government of Bengal with
a view to preventing hoarding and black market operations notified
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a supplr{xnenimy Ovder—the Bengal Cofton Cloth and Yarn Control
Order—in October, having previously invited the representatives
of commercial interests in the Province to discuss the administration
of the Order with the Textile Control Advi , with 1‘cspect" («(v ‘1.]1
licensing of dealers, the fixation of maximum quantity ete. Ovcl
this Tast point, which comes under clause 6 of the Order the
Chnrr!l)er was acked by the Government of Bengal to consider the
q'ncstlon of M:!xlmmn quantity which a dealer in cloth and v’n'n’
shonld be permitted to sell in"a single transaction”. Tn roj ‘lv
g!m. Chnmhir in accordance with ‘the opinion of 1he Cloth pm«yl
tu:unsfﬁ's“nlm‘rnnnnn(ecs, expressed the view that it wag impossible
m”?i?n(‘wlmc ,kvn.ch“u. rule owing fo the difficulty “in assessing the
" 1 0[m] ]\CII;ﬂSSlMc qunphty which would he reasonable for all
b);pes f houscholds and stated that as the elause stood, it would

possible for a purchaser to enter into o “transaction” wl d
as frequently as he chose. ) o

oo T({ rlz;h(rle :\(\Jnmber nf' outstanding questions which had heen
he A . .

the Ceniral and Provincial Ordors,  tho  Contrafior ot mhes i

c?nveqed'a meeting in D “‘els,' ‘”"ﬂ "Cnn::;l}cr “ ,]“Gx‘l'l]eg

?‘omtr]:iﬁﬁ Chtnm:»er, ab which the constituion of the Advisory

n)l'i o foc 0 he seb up by Government to deal with quostions

sing from this legislation, wag among  the subjects under

discussion.

The Chairman of the Indi
h i Indigenons  Cloth and  Yarne Sub-
Commitice has since heen nominated to represent, the (’r;v‘::r:boq-"h
this Advisory Committco. ~mber on

Indian Eloctricity Rules: Fuy
. trici d rther Ame: —
An’ account was given in the 1942 Report of a num%:'n:rs“&s'v‘wr
I(vilflfcn |'1‘p by ”;]“ (:;mm::cr on the advice of the T“,]oolricilqulnhn
‘ommiffee with the Government of Bengal and dinn
T";Ie(}h'l ty an!‘ﬂ in connection with pmpose:{n}m{:;[f]l ey i
Indian Wleetricity Rules. ments to the

In the yenr under veport, furfl
! = de b farther amendme
l(j‘avo. been the subject of consideration by dmim;?,]’(\(:\(:z]i“?ﬁ nq“‘?s
onmml{(cn :m_“m pondence addressed by th (‘14 IN“ S
‘entral Tileetricity Board. ¥ e Shambar fo the

The Notifications isened hy
commonts nentions issu by the Bomrd and the Chamber’s

(@) Rules 25, 26 anq b4 Proposcd amendments,

f

In the said Rules—

L. 1In rule 26—
(@) for subrule (1), the following sub-rule shall be
substituted numely :—
Preeuntions ngainst lenkage.—(1) A licenseo shall commence or continue the
supply to mny installation or apperatus portuining thereto on the premiecs of any
upplicant. for' & supply or u consumer, ahould be had reason Lo b that such

b niny cause o leakuge from dhe imstallation or upparatus pertaining thereto,
¢ one five-thousandth part of (he maxinum domand on such premisos.

(1) in sub-rule (2), for the works ‘‘make a connection” the
) words “‘commence or continue the supply”” shall be
substituted.

2. Tor rule 26, the following rule shall be substituled,
namely :—

26. TLenkage on consumer’s premiees.—

(1) It a licensee has reason to belicve that there is in the system of o
consumer leakago which in likely to affect injuriously in uso’of enorgy by the
licensco or by other persons or which is likely {o causo dangor, ho shall under {ho
powers vested in him under scction 20, inspect and test the installation and all
apparatus connccted thereto.

@ If, after such inspection or nolico of inspection—

(a) the consumer does mot give all reasonablo facilitics for inspection and
testing, or

(b) o leakngo from the consumer's systom exceeding ono five thousandth part
of tho maximnm supply required by tho consumer is shown 1o cxit,

the licensco shall forthwith report the matter {o the Tnspector and, under the order
of wch Tnepector, discontin o the supply and give immedinto notico of discontinusnco
to the consumer. Tho supply shall not be recommenced excopt with the approval
in writing of the Inspector.

8. The proviso to rule 54 shall be omitted.

The Chamber pointed out that Rule 25 appeared to contradict
TRule 26 in that under the former the licensee was given authorily
to act immediately whereas Rule 26 required o reference to the
Tlectric Tnspector. durthermore a mofussil licensee under the
suggested Rnle 26 had to allow a leakage to continue while awaiting
a postal reply to his application Lo disconnect and again would have
to forfeit revenue for at least 8 days until permission wae obtained
by post from the Tnspector to re-connect. This contradicted Clause
VI() second proviso (b), (¢) and (d) of the Schedule which gave
the licensee power to disconnect and re-conneet on removal of the
leakage.

Tn view of the foregoing, the Chamber .,qn,f_'g(wl‘cﬂ that Rules 25
and 26 were more acceptable in their existing form.
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_ The omission of the proviso to Rule 54 (which would result
in all types of electrical casings or coverings having to be earthed)
it was contended, would have far reaching effects and requirezi
prior consideration. Without the proviso the Rule was one with
which few existing installations could comply : in a country where
3 pin plugs were the exception, portable apparatus would present
a problem and any progress of the “earth or insulate” ideal in war

time was doubtful. Tvery fan regulator and ceiling fan in an-

installation wired with capping and casing or T. R. 8. wire would
have to be earthed—a task of impossible magnitude in war time.

(b) Rule 40.—Rule 40 of the said Rules shall be renumbered as
sub-l:ule (_1) of that rule, and after sub-rule (1) as so renunbered,
the foilowing sub-rules shall be inserted, namely :—

(2) A licensee shall provide and maintain on th . i

y b a he consumer’s premises for the
consumer’s use a suitable carthed terminal in an accessible position a1

point of commencement of supply. v ¢ or mear the

_ (8) The cost of providing earthed terminal under sub-rul i
in the service charges on the basis as laid down in sub-rule éf)oﬂymgc i

The Chamber wag opposed to the amendment on the grounds
that compliance with the rule would involve g vast number of
connections and would use a correspondingly large amount of
materials. In view of the present difficulty in obtaining euch

(7))

Tn the circumsiances it is suggested that if the sub-rule (14) is to be accepted,
it should be accompanied by a proviso reading as follows :—
“Provided that a wirits completion certificate signed by Government licensed
contractor may be accepted by a licensce as proof that the provieions
of sub-rule (1) have heen complied with' .

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act, 1941: (a) Mecthod of
assessment of sales taz.—The Commissioner of Commerc'al Taxes
wae asked by the Chamber for a ruling on g point raised by a mem-
ber regarding the method adopted by the Assistant Commissioner
of Commercial Taxes, Calcutta (South), in assessing sales tax. The
Assistant Commissioner claimed that the gross turnover included
the sales tax charged to customers by dealers, and in arriving at the
taxable turnover, added such sales tax to the value of the goods
=0ld before deduction of the 1% allowed under Section 5(2)(b) of the
Act. The resnlt was that dealers paid more sales tax than they
received. Tt appeared to the member concerned that this method
of assessing taxable turnover was not in accordance with the reading
of Section 5(2)(b) of the Act.

The Commissioner, in his reply, upholding the procedure
followed by the Assistant Commissioner, which he stated was in
accordance with the law ag it now stood, pointed out ‘that it was
clear from the definition of ‘‘sale price’” in Section 2 of the Act,
that it must be taken to mean the total amount paid by the

malverin]s, it was d thit the d be beld in
until more normal conditions prevailed.

() Rule 48.—Draft amendment to this Rule included the
following proviso—

(8) After sub-rule (1) the following sub-rule shall be inserted
namely :—

(1A) No clectrical installation work which has been carried out i i
¢ old) N ! o ' ha arried out in contravention
f sulrule (1) shall be connected with the worka of any leenseo or other supplier

With regard to this d
was submitted by the Chamber :—

the foll

g Tepr

The' proposed amendment to Sub-rule” (1A) s i .t
) : ; consid i
it throws on the licensco the responsibility for estabishing (he' oo s e "2t
installation the Ticensce is requested to conncet has boen wirod by o G iyor ety
licensed contractor or wireman. d by o Government

The Board will agree that rule 48 has | i
anserupulons contractors ani.the wording of tubrale (14) "o emean O Y
< wo hall be connected with tho works of any. licenses
23" oo ot commit ho ofencs of comppeammet o0 INvestigate cach cane
installation carried oug by an unlicensed wireman or eoniipcrars U0, a0

purchaser to the dealer including the sales tax if realised by the
dealer as a separate sum. Tne gross turnover of the dealer must,
in consequence, be taken as the aggregate of the amounts of sale
prices received by the dealer inclusive of the sale tax realised. The
deduction of 1% provided in Section 5(2)(b) was intended to secure
that a dealer had not to pay fax on the sales tax element in his
turnover.

The Commissioner, whilst agreeing that the deduction of 1%
did not provide full relief, stated that unlees the law prescribed
that sales tax must in every case be charged separately to the
purchaser, 1 provision for deduction of the sales tax separately
received, in calculating the taxable turnover, in place of the existing
19% deduction, could not be of general application.

The Chamber forwarded the papers in connection with this
point to the Turopean Group in the Bengal Legislature for their
comments. Tn veply they were informed fhat this question had
been raised in the form of an amendment by the Group at the
time of the passing of the Act but had been withthr}wn on the
Tinanee Minister introducing the amendment providing for the
deduction of 1 per cent. from the taxable turnover. On receipt
of the reference from the Chamber the Group’s Tinance Sub-
Committee had approached the Finance Department to, ascertain
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whether 'a further amendment of the Act to correct -1

would be considered. They had been informeéd (hul‘e:\:&mﬁ
nmendn?em, would only be cotisidered if the Act was being altered
to provide for an increase in the fax, a point which ﬂ\ce Group
stated that they would keep in view if and when the Act was
brought- before the- Legislature: for revision. :

' (b): List of registered 'dealers.~—Notification was received from
t}le oﬂicg qf the Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, Bengal, that a
list of registered dealers under Section 9 of the above :\c(, up to
the 81st March 1943, had been published as-a supplement fo the
Caleutta Gazette of the 17th June 1943,

e ‘mado in the
submitted by the Chamber to
mendment_of Rule No, 28(2) of

() Amendment. of Rule 28(2).—Reference i
* 1942 Report to the representation.
.the Bengal Government for the
the above Act which provided th:

It any registered dealer shows o {he satisfacti Commissi i

sfaction of th S i
average”fusable uraover Torms only & sl roperton of s svemge. o
turnover, such Commigsioner may ditect fhat it shail bo suffcient for e deals
o show in his return in'x ‘single entry (he fotal amount deducted-ftom his gross

+ tarnover under clanso (a) of sub-section (2 of scetion -5

request, it was learned that the
3 proposed to revise the subaule

In, response to the. Chambe
Commissioner of Commercial Tax
ag’ follows":

-, If any registered dealer shows isfuction ¢ : s i
L ar shows to the satisfuction of the  Commissioner th
avemge fnxablo (nmover forms onty & emall proportion. of s semme crens
turnover, the Commissionor may direet that it sholl be suffcient for the desler to
submit n retum_ showing only his gross turnover and his tax v i
bt § st | and Lis taxable turnover during

+From- the- foregoing it .will be seen that all the reinmg in
zluestlon will be nn_mml returns and the obligatidn to furnish’ S
~turnover figures will not therefore entail the maintenance of any
records or accounts that would nof be.maintained in the usnal course
of business. The Commissioner ‘also assmned, the Chamber was
informed, that the concession will, like {lie exemption granted
under rule 28(1), he rencwable annually and’ the denler '(\'ill be
mqun*e? if}vgﬂa!e_llls gross turnover af; the time he applies for
‘;ene;\'ad of ; cor No extra Tabonr will Merefore be
nvolved in-fn :|lslll|\,‘; t]\f same information in (he andual’ return
Incidentally, it is understood that the ferm * verage gross turnover”
~§Lls[o preﬁ\\ppose& ?ll_mt ;,l\c dedler will be in' y posﬂio‘n to sipply
«information -regarding his amiual oboss (wmover y
Ielormatio WE g n'n.l. grogs turnover for a nmmber of

- The Chamber accepled the rule ns ré:drafted. :

|
i

(1)

The Bengal Agricultural Income Tax Bill, 1943.—
The above Bill, intraduced by the Finanee Minister in the Bengal
Assembly ou the 16th September 1948 was then referred to a Select
Commitfee. The purpose of the Bill is fo levy a tax on agricultural
income from lands and the Chamber’s views on it have been
communicated to the Turopean Group in the Benge Lilegislature
who had two representatives on the Select Committee. The Bill
as amended in Sclect Committee is at present before the Bengal

Tegislature,
The Bengai Housing Bill, 1948.—The Chamber was

asked for it~ views both by the Turopean Group and the Government
of Bengal on (his Bill, which® was a private member’s Bill
9

introduced by M. J. N, Gupta with the object of providing better
housing for the working class. Industrial Associations connected

with the Chamber were asked for their comments on the measure
and. while general sympathy was expressed towards the intention of
he Bill. it was felt (hat it could not be supported as it stood beeause
of the faulty and incomplete way it was drafted. and that such
legislation should be mndertaken by Government itself after proper
enquity and consideration. .

Hand-cart Traffic: Draft Rules.—Certain Associations .
conmected with the Chamber commented on . a notification dated
the 4th TFebrnavy, issued by the Commissioner of Police, Caleutta,
which published the draft of proposed rules for regulating the traffic
of hand-carts in (he sirects and public places of Caleutta and its
suburbs,

Tn the main the drafi rules were approved, with the exception
of Claiises 5 and 9. The former stipulaied that the weight of the
load on a hand-cart, inclusive.of the weight of the.cart. should not
exceed 8 mamnds. The general opinion was fhat this was
wnnecessarily low, as two men -have no difficulty in handling 15
matmds, plus the weight of a cart.  As any reduction in the carrying
capacity of hand-c wonld crease fransport difficulties and
costs. it was suggesied that 1415 maunds would be a fair load.
excluding the weight of the cart.

Clause 9 made i obligatory for all hand-carts, whether loaded
or unioaded, to be pulled and not pushed. As a safely measure,
it was suggested that when earts were ascending or descending the
inclines of bridees and other slopes. the rule should provide for their
heing both pushed and pulled. . .

Other suggestions which were not included within the scope
of the propoced 1ules were (a) fhat the tare of the cart should be
shown.on its registration label, so that when the cart was put on a-
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weighbrj r :

tl]z:fll,ll)\le!d\gvivigﬁ;et)e[ :xlr:)en][clagecor:ﬁlngcesx;ity for unloading in order

a carb was arrested for any infr ement, the ond Hhoery 112 hen
Y infringement, the load s {

at once and allowed to be tranls:ferred to ano‘ﬁ‘geih(:*zllgiclljz relesed

In cti vi i
these :dec&nuﬁ‘d:‘mln with (a) the Commissioner of Police to who
cony o 'bsle‘:: ‘)efe'n communicated, supplied the Chamber withu;j
i )or'xti‘ er from the Chief Txecutive Officer. ‘C1I i
poration, who condemned the proposal as unwork;ble( C"i‘hz

other points raiseq y the Cha s learned, wer nde
t, E by the Cha u
) b Chamber, it was leg , e und

CUSTOMS.

Valuation of

goods fo:
::rl\)?]r}:bel;;drcw the Chamber’s atte
f,hemse{;yml,?] eof C‘%:]’;’edcsl;(;"ngfeg\ft (;i,:‘ty \é/h]ich had been passed against

stome, Caleutta

3:;,; haaf:eg:’\df?r.dec.hred the value of goo;s ;ll;x[;)(:'tz}z]ebgrfgudsf(hﬂt
Co]]ecltJor for h’i:xn o:*!(lleihsve?; fIl(x‘(, ;l;lhe.groqnds o foxi’vur;nl))y 1?1?;
o the Camuth Braneh ™, at the invoices from the head ‘office

: vhich |
been based, did nog mpresent“ ijlllih wé]':le o apmOf value bad

Section 30(b) of the S
3 e Sea. Custom:
ic'(]umpmson of the prices shownsi;\ Cf
V¢ I i ‘
i ?‘ncfji:al:nf]rc:rlrlle 2:1;“]» office to independent purchasers and thos
Inproices from . Tell firms exporting similar articles to Lheﬁ
chanches in I he’:é ofﬁ)cz %o}lecsgrt maintained that the basjc prices
I es ce price list were f.0.b. pri ; i
{)}l\::?isisgg sh'ow]? in their invoices to their Calcu{)mclgsr:lnnc(;l I}Oii&ll'f‘
the ”;m, allowed was unreasonably Jarge as compar d iith that
allowed by other firms to their depots in C’;lcum prved with that

r Customs burposes.—A

» an allegation based on the
hese 'invoices with those in

The member concerned, in asking i

prepared to make repv-erentqlion “on thein o Chamber Toud be
Prepar . a s on their behalf, poj b
trné’in;:;erceonuf‘nn n;f}e sell'mg depot for their pa?eor:?‘ii(vl*rm‘% tgml
aoing concer f“{l mhApmd all their expenses and als nTn;‘ "
égime tax ont Od' the profits they made in Tndia and we(r Ct‘l J‘"fmn
PR withe m]sfou]nt allowed  them by their priﬁci )eié i
gl it evi(’la allowed to an independent consumcrmfs[‘ oy
fhso brod 'ence to show that their competit v did g

Port good at exactly the same T s d in fack

e A rates a v i i
as existed being due to fundamer S ey id. sueh Siftrences

4 ) ) tal differences i
manufactmre whict d other fopences in the me
e ch entitled the other fiyms fo chage a“}]:i)ghgr,

The Committee referreq this

Trade Associafion ang restion to ¢

agreed with thejy opini

he Calcutta Tmport
on that, whil, the

ntion to an order involving .

7))

case was primarily one for legal opinion, it was unfair of the
Customs Authorities to compare the price of one import with another
and endeavour to charge duty at the higher rate.

Subsequently the Committee were interested to note that the
Central Board of Revenue had, on appeal by the firm concerned.
reversed the Customs order and refunded the fine and extra duty
levied. Tn their award on the subject they pointed out that the
price list to which reference had been made by the Customs
Authorities was not a true price list at all, but merely a trade
schedule by reference to which quotations could be made and prices
calculated. TFailure to appreciate the essential difference between
this system and that of a price list giving the actual prices charged
had vitiated the whole proceedings of the

ti Tn addition it was pointed out that it had
not been shown that the appellants had secured a price less than
that for goods of a similar.kind and quality imported by other
firms.

Sea Customs Act: Assessment of import duty.—
Tn August the Chamber was asked to support a protest by a member
against the demand of the Customs that first cost invoices should
be produced by importers for the use of Customs Appraisers. as a
result of which difficulty had arvisen in obtaining the refund of exces
Customs duty. Tt was pointed out that the demand as
objectionable mainly on the ground that when supplier and importer
worked on the basis of principal to principal it was unreasonable
and wultra vires to insist that suppliers <hould produce first cost
invoices and details of other incidental expenses. The Chamber
put the matter before the Caleutta Tmport Trade Association with a
request for an expression of opinion. The Association expresced
the view, with which the Chamber coucurred, that it was not
within the jurisdiction of the Customs to enquire into the malke
up of the seller’s costs when a transaction was between principal
and principal. The. Chamber was eventually informed that the
Collector of Customs had agreed to a satisfactory adjustment of this
natter,

A meeling of a

Annual Revision of Tariff Values.
Special Sub-Committee appointed by the Chamber was held at the
Royal Txchange on the 19th November to discuss with  the
Director of Commercial Tntelligence of the Government of Tndia.
the Provisional Tmport Tariff values for 1944.

The list was esamined section by section and was found
entirely satisfactory by the represent s of interests in the
membership of the Chamber with the exception of section XV
item 63, “Tron or Steel old” which, it was maintained., should he
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brought into line ‘with the i

! ¢ rates for’such material fixed by i

%:Inll‘& Stee} (}ontral( Order. The :Divector of Cnmm}irci:\? '
elligence examined this suggestion and reduced the {ariff value

from the pro\'isic{nal rate of Rs. 10 per ewt. to Rs. 1-8-0 per cwt.

MARINE:

Calcutta Port Commissioners: Missin :
case was brought to the notice of the Chamber in J%ngai:lg?v‘hic%
a member had been unsuccessful in obtaining from the Caleutt
]';ort;‘ Commissioners compensation for a case of goods ost éror‘n‘ :
iw};} 11n the Caleutta Jetty. Owing to the late arrival of documents
2}\ ;15 not been possible to 4clenr the ‘ease within three: days from
the time of landing, after which period the Commissioners, accordin
to the Caleutta: Port Act, accept no liability. . ¢

The Chamber C'ol‘rnmittce i i ith

: Chr ors , in consultation with the Caleutt:
{hnzpt{)‘lt‘ Trade Association, were agreed that in the circnmst:mce:-

1;1;7' course open: was for' p claim 6 he made “against ‘the
member’s underwriters.: The joint opinion wag- that 110 effort to
0 as to bring the provisions of Section

have thfz Port Act-amende
113(2) into conformity with the abnormal eonditions nnder which
It was nnderstood

the case had irisen. would mect with success:

that Government themeelv, iti
es accepted ! g 3
and that no disérimination yras r?l:\edae.me ?Oﬂ‘loh “hd'm the Act,

Tt was, however; recommende:
} ) e X ed that s o safeguard against any
recutrence of the difficulties resulting from the arrival of <;i:|]|‘r‘:onl|“)
importers _won}d be .well advised to adopt. the -practice (:f ln’vinsnY
S‘Oplef-‘- of u‘w‘t‘nccs forwarded fo them by airgraph leifer so Hm‘{ the
ecessary informat Ve vail: b ‘ ‘of the
e 'y rmation sould be available - before. arvival of the

fmrﬁolx:tcﬁgmmi;iignegs’, charges: Increase with effect
m 1st. May.. —Strong protests agai ing

) :]mc]p, ]gwe;x of the recent all-ronnd incre:\selfr:”l]ﬁ:: g:\in;:;gm:“t

-mj]c‘q"m(lii«s o wes were cived by the Chamber from |Hom1¢]:§s‘

f affiliated Asso Tl:c enhancement of the :charges w'\‘<

oners on-the 26th Apyil ; Hm,:-elntive

1on was.dafed the 24th, hut. @id nof:

with the result that those affected by

nob: generally aware of -the

ree days before he date on

d until the 26th,
the changes in the schedule erp
increased rates vntil 27th April—th;
which: they became cffective, «

The Chs
Port Commi

nber took.up. the m,

onars o e atter with the Chaimnan of the

nling out that the inadequate notice

(19)

given had prevented shippers from taking any steps to protect
themselves ugainst the losses thag were now being incurred under
forward contracts entered into prior to the 26th/27th April. The
Chamber - recognised that the state of the Port finances did nob
permit u postponement of tho increased charges for six months as
had been suggested by some shippers, but asked for an assurance
that more adequate notice would be given in future of any
contemplated increase in the Commissioners’ Schedule of Charges
in view of thie magnitude of the losses involved in forward contracts.

It was subsequently learned from the Port Commissioners that
the lack of notice was due to the dekuy on the parg of the Government
of India in replying to the Commissioners’ request for financial
assistance. It was further explained that, if this request had been
granted, the charges would not have been inereased and that there
was a possibility of Govermment giving a small measare of
aesistance, in which case the increases would have been less.
Under normal conditions longer notice would be given about three
months’ as in the pas.

On behalf of the interests concerned, the Chamber addressed
Government stressing the need for an assurance that any further
increases in rates would not be introduced without adequate notice,

. and that six months’ notice should be aimed at. Government
. replied that it would be impracticable to give such long notice and

expressed the Liope that the Chamber would be satisfied with the
reply given them by the Culeutta Port Commissioners.

. Hire of Stevedoring gear, slings ete.—A proposal by
the Master Stevedores Association to incorporate in their Schedule
of cargo rates a charge of one anna per ton of 50 cubi¢ ft. or 2,240
Ibs. whichever was the: greater, up to a maximum of 6,720 Ibs. in
respect of the hire of stevedoring gear, slings, etc. was submitted
to the Chamber’s Shipping Sub-Committec in August. The increase
proposed in view of the excessive cost of wire ete. and it was
suggested that for higher weights steamers should make their own
arrangements.

- The ‘Association was informed that the Chamber could not
“ominit individual steamship intereste on this question, which was
one for each stevedore to tike up fvith his lines.

" Loading of part cargo in Calcutta.—The Shipping Sub-
Committee of the Chamber were consulted in February with regard
, to o telegraphic communication received by the Caleutta Insurance
. Ascociation  (Mavine Section) from . the Institute of Tiondon
“Underwyiters enquiring info the truth of a report that cargo was
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being part loaded in Caleutla and the balance shipped by another
vessel for loading at the mouth of thie Hooghly. e Shipping
Sub-Committee informed the Assoc ion  that no ships  had
completed loading at. the mouth of the river and to the best of
their knowledge no such arangement was contemplated.

Remission of storage charges on cargo landed ex
ships diverted to Karachi.—This matter was referred to in
Cireular No. 255-1942 of the 22nd October 1942 in  which
published information from the Karachi Port Trust regarding
Government’s. sanction to a remission of 50% of the storage charges
due on all goods
vates laid down in Table TTT of the Port Trust Schedule of Charges.

. It was learned from the Karachi Port Trust e
that delays in the clearance of rgo originally destined for Karachi
“are covered by Table VIA, which preseribes a concessional rate of
storage charges for cases of this kind, Any special cases, where
reasons for delay in clearance ave not covered by Table VTA, should
he bronght {o the notice of the Kurachi Port Trust who will consider
the matter further.

Disposal of diverted cargoes.—At a conference held at
New Delhi on December 1942 the main activities and functions of
the Anglo-Dntch Committee, formed in 1942 for the purpose of
supervising the disposal of cargoes diverted to Caleutta, were
discussed. " Tt has now heen learnt from the Committee that—

(@) Under Rule 75A of the Defence of Tndia Rules the Government of Tndia
hiave requisit ol frusirated cargo landed nt porls in ritish Tndin snd sl
ing uncleared. Such cargo as is required by Government wil b pad fer o
agreed basis, details of which may be obiniried from the Controllor, Supply.

(b) Goods not required by the Gover

) ) ent of Tndia have heen rele
Commiltee, under whose isiructions thes p oo Telenned o the

will he disposed o

(e) A dclivery and/or relense orders already ing a ipping agents
respect of goods referred o in (1) and (b) will soroco, W shipping agoents in

consequently be cancellod,

(@ Payment for goods disposcd of by 1 itteo es in Tndi
will Jave oo made in- cash befor doliaery” e 10 purchases in India
(¢) Grenerally (he disposal of frustrated car i i i
o y i ated cargo originally shippo ; Briti
LS S sy ety
Section.of the Conmitice, while cargo iniomter e’ ;
ferritores wil be-dealt wiih by the Dutch Secion ot (1 msont i Netherlanis

) Sale pracceds of any cargo sold by ittee in Tndia wi

fo-the Diverted Cargocs Section of 1he Horry ?)?’”F,'»Aﬁ%? Longan, "l be romitid
() No claims can be entertained from pasti

docamente o il ns guersi o rusttaled carge oy 0%, e 0 Tesesion ol

of Tnd he Commiittce vests in the Gopa chalf of H ornmen

in Wio cuse of Dritish interests and o el 'ffr ?;:-'"i«lml]w( s Gaoyernment

he g s ot infer © Nefherlands Government in

imported by certain ships, caleulated at the |

ly in the year-

(8 )
All claimg should be lodged as follows :—

(@) For goods originally consigned to British territories :—

The Diverted Cargoss Section, Board of Trade, 76, King William Street,
London E. C. 4.

(b) For goods originally consigned to Netherlands territories :—

Netherland_ Shipping & Trading Committee Ltd., 5. Helen's Court, Great
8t. Helen's, Bishopsgate, London, E. C. 3.

Coastal Traffic in Commercial Cargo.—At the

- instance of members the Chamber addressed the Government of

India on the subject of Coastal Traffic in commercial cargo in
November in the following terms :—

1 am directed to address you on the need for the increased provision of coustal
shipping spacc for esseutiol commercial cargo belween Calcutta on the one hand
and Mudras, Bombay and Karachi on the other. 'Lhe general restrictions on rail

* ‘transport, und in particular the limitations in that ditection imposed by the recent
breach in the railway line at Bmdlwlln, have made 1y all the more uecessury lor
merchunts to eeck alternative means of transport between the above ponts. The
smount of coustal shipping space which bas been granted fof commereial cargo,
however, s extremely smail with tho result that essential gocds are accumulating
in the hope that additional trausport facilities will oventualiy be made availableos
an anticipation against which a warning bas already beon 1ssucd by
Controller of Railway Prioritics in rospect of rai transport. Li this
goods such a5 melal boxes for foodstulls, medical supplies and the Jike. Moreover,
this position is bound to Lecomo more acute as the sea transport of ccal devolops,

Thero js also, in the experience of the Chainber, an absence of an
ordinated system of prioritics. to govern the despatch of commercial cargo by
- constal stexmer. Such accommodation as is available appears fo be allocated
without sufligient regard to the importanco of commercial cargo from the war or
civilian points of view, or indeed in some cases the need for iis being transported
ot all; ond thero is o distincy divergence between the system of railway priority
control and such control as does at present operale in respect of the uliotment
of coustul shipping space, .

I am_accordingly instructed to urgo on the War Transport Board tho need,
Grstly, for an increased volumo of coastal ehipping space being made availablg
for essential commercial an distinct from Government carygo in American_as well
o8 British ond Tndian ships; and, secondly, for the insfitution of an improved
system of priority allocation of such epace for the transport of commercisl cargo.

In reply Government agreed with the Chamber’s view on the
need for the ‘provision of adequate shipping for the carriage of
eseential commercial cargo between Calcutta and other Indian ports
and stated that sich cargo would rank for priority in the scheme
referred to in a press communique issued by Government on the
1st ‘October, to ensure that all cargo belonging to or sponsored by
Government movee by sea in priority and that essential foods are
carried wherever required.

Tor Caleutta arrangements had been made for shipping agents

to submit provisional booking lists to the Principal Officer,
Mercantile Marine Department, which were to be scrutinised by
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the railway priority authorities in Calcutta the agents being then
informed -of any necessary alterations. This procedure,
Government stated, should ensure that space was provided for
essential commercial cargoes.

In the communique.referred to above it was stated that to
‘handle the new system a Committee would be constituted by the
Ministry of War Transport and the Controller of Indian Shipping
at Bombay to be specified as the Coustal Shipping Committee with
powers to co-opt such officers as might be necessary, which would

function to allocate priority cargoes between ships under their,

control, using country craft wherever possible.

At ofher ports local committees would be formed consisting of
the Ministry of War Transport representation and the Principal
Officer of the Mercantile Marine Department, in the case of

- Karachi, Madras and Caleutta and the Administration Officer in
Cochin and Vizagapatam with power to co-opt such other officers
as may be necessary.

Forward est‘mates of the tonnage likely to be available each
month will be given to Government by the Coastal Shipping
Committee and Government Cargo will first be allocated and the

. Committee will have full discretion regarding the allocation -of
general cargo. .

River transport of gunnies and dock storage.

. .~The Chamber was' advised of arrangements made by the

interests concerned for reducing as far as possible the detention

of lighters in the docks, and for goods-destined for America to be

hoisted into the Port Commissioners’ Sheds in cases where ont-
going steamers were not ready for loading.

Recently it. was stated as the opinion of {he Chamber in

ion with the Shipping Sub- ittee that in view of the

excessively congested state of the docks and sheds shipping interests

were not in favour of continuing the scheme and the Chamber
recommended that it should be suspended in the meantime.

‘Calcutta Hospital Port Dues Fund.—Under the rules
of the above.Fund seamen and officers who seek admission
into hospitals must actually be on the articles of ships and their

.'ships must be in port at the time they are sent to hospital.

The case of a seaman, whose charges in the Howrah General
Hospital were not allowed by. the Port Health Officer to be drawn
from the Fupd on the grounds that his ship was not in port when
he was admitted, was brought before the Chamber by. a member
who contended that the seaman was on the articles of -the steamer

S —
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when she was in port and therefore was entitled to benefit under
the Fund. The question was submitted to the Shipping Sub-
Committee on whose instructions the member was advised that no
useful purpose would be served by pressing the case as the rule
wag very definite and, in their opinion, quite equitable.

Ships Documents - for Peru.—The question of the
endorsement of shipping documents relating to cargoes loaded in
Calentta for Peru was laid before the Chamber in March by a
methber on the grounds that their Peruvian agent« had requested
that all such documents.should be legaliced by this Chamber issuing
a certificate to the effect that there ‘was no Peruvian Coneul in
Calcutta.

The Chamber anewered that such certification of the
numerous documents that would be involved could mnot be
undertaken by the Chamber and it appeared pointless to certify
a fact of which the Peruvian Government was already cognisant
and of which they should advise their respective Port authorities.
Tt was suggested that agents in Peru should be notified to this effect ;
but should any difficulty arise the Chamber was prepared to take
the matter up with the Peruvian Government through the
Government of India. :

Dock TLabour: Maintenance of morale.—The
successful organistaion of camps for stevedoring labour in Calcutta
outside the city area by the Master Stevedores Association wae
recorded in the 1942 Report. In February the Caleutta Baled Jute
Shippers Association and the Calcutta Jute Fabrics Shippers
Association in a joint letter ‘to the Chamber referred to the
inefficiency of general dock labour and sfated that it was cons'dered
that the morale of such Iabour would be improved if it was provided
with quarters outside the dock atea on the lines adopted by the
Master Stevedores Association. whose labonr it was pointed out,
had been working more efficientlv. The v quality and
inadequacv of Tabonr sunplied by the Port Commissioners for work
on the wharves and jetties was the subiect of a further letter to the
Chamber in the same month from the Master Steveoves Assneiation,
supported bv the Caleutta Tiiners Conference. From explanations
given by the Port Commissioners, the Chamber wes able to reply
T which had heen establ'shed between
the Chamber and the Chairman of the Port' Trust and of the
enquiries mude by the Chamber’s representatives on the Port
Commission, adeauate assurances had been received to justify two
conclusions—firstly that there had a'vendy been a marked
improvemens in the nos‘tion and, secondly, that no practicable step
likely to lead to further improvement was heine overlooked.: The
Chamber’s representatives on the Port Commission will continue
to keep tha matter inently before the authoriti d.
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the railway priority authorities in Calcutta the agents being then
informed -of any necessary alterations. This procedure,
Government stated, should ensure that space was provided for
essential commercial cargoes.

In the communique.referred to above it was stated that to
‘handle the new system a Commitiee would be constituted by the
Ministry of War Transport and the Controller of Indian Shipping
at Bombay to be specified as the Coastal Shipping Committee with
powers to co-opt such officers as might be necessary, which would

function to allocate priority cargoes between ships under their,

control, using country craft wherever possible.

At other ports local committees would be formed consisting of

- the Ministry of War Transport representation and the Principal

Officer of the Mercantile Marine Department, in the case of

Karachi, Madras and Caleutta and the Administration Officer in

Cochin and Vizagapatam with power to co-opt such other officers
as may be necessary.

Forward est‘mates of the tonnage likely to be available each
wmonth will be given to Government by the Coastal Shipping
Committee and Government Cargo will first be allocated and the

. Committee will have full di i ding the allocation of
general cargo. .

River transport of guunnies and ‘dock storage.
..—The Chumber was advised of arrangements made by the
interests concerned for reducing as far as possible the detention
of lighters in the docks, and for goods destined for America to be
hoisted into the Port Commiscioners’ Sheds in cases where ont-
going steamers were not ready for loading.

Recently it. was stated as the opinion of the Chamber in
consultation with the Shipping Sub-Committee that in view of the
excessively congested state of the docks and sheds shipping interests
were not in favour of continuing the scheme and the Chamber
recommended that it should be suspended in the meantime.

Calcutta Hospital Port Dues Fund.—Under the rules
of the above. Fund seamen and officers who seek admission
into hospitals must actually be on the articles of ships and their

. 'ships must be in port at the time they are eent to hospital.

The case of a seaman, whose charges in the Howrah General

Hospital were not allowed by the Port Health Officer to be drawn
s that his ship was not in port when
it before the Chamber by. & member
an was on the articles of -the steamer

from the Fund on the ground
he was admitted, was brougl
who contended that the seam:
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when she was in port and therefore was entitled to benefit under
the Tund. The question was submitted to the Shipping Sub-
Committee on whose instructions the member was advised that no
useful purpose would be served by pressing the case as the rule
wag very definite and, in their opinion, quite equitable.

Ships Documents - for Peru.—The question of the
endorsement of shipping documents relating to cargoes loaded in
Calentta for Peru was laid before the Chamber in March by a
merber on the gronnds that their Peruvian acent« had requested
that all such documents.should be legalised by this Chamber issuin,

a certificate to the cffect that there was no Peruvian Coneul in
Calcutta.

The Chamber answered that such certification of the
numerous documents that would be involved could mnot be
undertaken by the Chamber and it appeared pointless to certify
a fact of which the Peruvian Government was already cognisant
and of which thev should advice their respective Port authorities.
Tt was suggested that agents in Peru should be notified to this effect ;
but should any difficulty arise the Chamber was prepared to take
the matter up with the Peruvian Government through the
Government of Tndia.

Dock TLabour: Maintenance of morale.—The
suceessful organistaion of camps for stevedoring labour in Caleutta
outside the city area by the Master Stevedores Association wae
recorded in the 1942 Report. In Tebruary the Calentta Baled Jute
Shippers Association and the Caleutta Jute Fabries Shippers
Agsociation in a joint letter to the Chamber referred to the
inefficiency of general dock labour and sfated that it was cons'dered
that the morale of such labour would be improved if it was provided
with quarters outside the dock area on the lines adopted by the
Master Stevedores Association. whosa lahonr it twas pointed out,
had been working more efficientlv. The poor quality and
inadequacv of Jahonr sunplied by the Port Commissioners for work
on the wharves and jetties was the subiect of a further letter to the
Chamber in the same month from tha Master Steveores Assncintion,
supported bv the Calentta Tiners Conference. From esplanations
given by the Port Commissioners, the Chamber wos able fo reply
that as a result of the contacts which had heen establ'shed between
the Chamber and the Chaivman of the Port Trust and of the
enqniries made by the Chamber’s representatives on the Port
Commission, adeauate assurances had heen received to justify two
conclusions—firstly that there had a'rendv been a marked
improvemens in the nosition and, secondly. that no practicable step

* likely to lead to further improvement was heine overlonked.. The

Chamber’s representatives on the Port Commission will continue
to keep the matter inently before the authorities concerned.
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Constitution of the Master Stevedores Asgociation,
—In Jime the Chamber was approached by the Master Stevedores
Association who pointed ont that it had just concluded a new
reement svith the Calentta Dockers Union - under which its
members had acecepted certain definite obligations towards their
worke nre that members met these obligations if was
ciplinary action conld he taken
ion for which

t The obvions method was
P any stevedore who acted contrary
, but it was pointed out that in cZiFﬁn;,v
f wonld have no werfnl effect and that the
only real effective dsterrent would be for chipping agzents to agree
not to emplov any stevedore ontside the Association. in which o
the threat of expulsion would be a cerinne one. To nrevent anv
possible abuse of this it was suggested that any disciplinary action
proposed to be taken by the Aczociation shonld be subject to approval
by the Shipping Sub-Committes of the Chamber or a representative
Commitfee of all Tines,

from memberzhi
soc’ation’s interest
conditions this by ite

Ag ﬂ!e Shipping Sub-Committee, to whom this was referred,
felt that it wonld be imp eamer agents at the present

ble for
time to give a gmarantee that they wonld not employ non-members
of the Aszociation, a menti 14 between them and the
Master Stew tion to disenss the whole aquestion. At
th ting the ciation was acoured of the strong enpport and
co-oparation of the Shipping Sub-Committee, bt it woe aareed that
they shonld concentrate in the meantime on inducing  ontside
stevedores to become members of the Asencintion and revising their
rules 50 as to secure greater contro) over their members,

Stevedoring labour in Calcutta: i
'militam;v unit.—Tn the i ]i‘ofhmﬁfht:rﬂl;f cij
stevedoring camns made in the 1042 Report it was mentioned that
the fm-mn‘rinn of a military nnit for tevedoring lahonr wag under
concideration. - This bropese] was mnt hefore the Mastar Seesun
Aesocintion by T-0ol. G, Stowell, the A fant Director of
t]'rnnsnm'hf.mn. and in view of the importancs of the scheme
ininf meafing of all thocs infore presentatives of all

nistre of T intion. the Calentta

ar Transnort 1 1
fntie of the T1. 8. A War Shinning Adminitntir. o
Pt on the JOK Thannry 6 mast T4 0 Qo) o W
Bia romacal, At fhic mecting T4l Sinell mintog ot e
the intention waz o introdnen 5 modifi form of mifi o Ao ”',w,
amen cbeeadaing Inhonr with the ohiae of imnroving 'Tnnrn’fnpénri

#tated fhat G FH. 0. wors ingistont or
infention of the milit "t that fhis be done. The

ary authorities was that fhe scheme shonld
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be ecsentially a civilian one run entirely by the ste
¢hipping inter them 5, that recruitment would be comp'eiely
voluntary, that the men would not have to serve ontside the
Calentta Dock area or do any work other than stevedoring
that the Army would provide equipment and uniforms, and giv

e
cither rations or a ration allowance so as to attract men to join and
meet part of the general costs.

After a full disenssion on all aspects of the subject the m
agreed that the militarication eme should be procceded with,
Taster Stevedores Asenciation being asked to work ont the
details, but recorded the general opinion that the position in the
port would not be anarded until similar steps were faken in
regard to shore labour as a whole as well vedores.  Assurances
were given by Col. Stowell that this matter was under consideration.

Subsequently the Chamber received a eopy of the detailed
scheme worked ont by the § e ciation, nnd;
expenditare was divided on the s that <hipping interests wonld
rernain responsible for the existing expenditore on the stevedoring
camps organisation, while any additional cost nnder th's head and
the costs of ration allowance and exfra pay where nee
any liabilities would he met by the mlitary authori
schere wag aceepted by G H. Q. without important modification.

It is understood that after initial difficulties the scheme has
progressed favourably and ite beneficial effect on moral shown
by the way stevedoring labour stuck to their posts during the air-
raid on the docks in December.

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS.

Airgraphs.~The Chamber has been in constant fench
during the year with the Postz & araphs Department of the
Government of Tndia with regard to ceveral matters connected with
the despatch of airgraphs to the T. XK. .

The most important of these concerned the diffienlties in which
business firms were placed as a resnlt of the failnre of any airaraphs
to reach their de: s in the T. K.. due, it was fhenoht, to
the theft of the «tarnps from the airaraph forms and their cobsaqnent
ruetion.  The Charaber an ed several methods by which
this thieving might be stopped, preferablv by fhe is=un f frrms
with a specially embozsed stamp. Tn June the Chamber was
informed that this euggestion was to be adopted by Government,
though a certain proportion of forms would have to continue to
have stamps affized to®them. Several factors, in particular the
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difficulties of securing supplies of the right type of paper, delayed

. the issue of those embosed forms until the beginning of December,
The Posts & Telegraphs Department also advised the Chamber that,
in a case where forms with affixed stamps had to be ueed, the
senders should exercise their right of having them defaced in their
presence at the time of posting.

Another point raised by the Chamber concerned what refund,
if any, could be secured for stamped forms which were spoiled, for
example; in typing. Information was received from the Posts &
Telegraphs Department that they proposed to refund the cost of the
form in such cases less one anna for the cost of the paper and the

service. - So far no official notification appears to have been iesued *

on. this point.

The establishment towards the end of the year of a section of
the Caleutta Post Office to process airgraphs was noted with
satisfaction by the Chamber as it was considered it would relieve
the congestion in Bombay. Tt is intercsting to hote in this
connection that approximately 13 million airgraphs were despatched
from TIndia in the course of the year.

Airgraph Service to Australia.—Membere of the
Chamber were advised in Circular No. §0-1943 of the 8th July
that an Airzraph Service between Australin and India was to
commence in Julv at the same rates and under the same conditions
ae for the United Kingdom..

Air Mails: TIndia-Australia-New Zealand.—Mills
superseribed in the above manner are sent by the Transtosman Air
Service ; the surcharge levied for the air carriage hetween Australia
and Nefv Zealand being 15 annas per.} oz, which is additional to
:the ovdinary rate of.-/8/6. The surcharge levied on mails from
]\Iew, Zealand to Tndia, and coming by the same service from
New Zedland to' India ig three -pence, in addition to the ordinary
rate of two pence.

As it was difficult to reconcile the difference in the = r
levied at either end, ‘the Chambor asked the Di:‘ec{gﬁéxzi?::ggz
Posts and Teleeraphs for an explanat of the dispart ‘md
lewmed that the firation of nit-mail rates hetmeny (he bed
f:oun(rms was nog rerinrccnl, In Tndin, severil factors are taken
into cons eration in the firation of the rates, such ns ‘p:\;menﬁ'
to air mail earriers, loaded capcity of planes ete. an
air-mail gnrcharge to New Zealand bjr the servics mm
heen- fixed accordingly. - k) : -
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Air Mail Letter Cards: Communications with the
U. K.—As the instance of the Chamber, the Director-General of

" Posts & Telegraphs examined the possibilities of an extension of the

air mail letter-card service to the public in India. This service,
from India to the U. K., is at present confined to the troops, and
the ration is one letter-card per man per week ; the limitation being
necessitated by lack of capacity in aireraft.

The Chamber was advised in August by the Director-General
of Posts and Telegraphs that it was hoped to arange a letter-card
system for the general pubiic to go by an ““All Up” service if such
correspondence couid be kep: within manageable limits, and that
as soon as satisfactory arrangements had been made the general
public would'be informed. .

Telegraphic Delays from India to England.—In
September enquiries were made by the Chamber into telegraphic
delays betwcen India and the United Kingdom at the instance of
member firms who complained that it had been found necessary
to send telegrams from Calcutta to England as ordinary rates owing
to the inordinate delay to which those at deferred or D. L. T. rate
were subject and that this delay appeared to occur between Caleutta
and Bombay. Information was received in reply from the Director-
General of Posts and Telegraphs to the effect that from reports
received there had been a marked improvement on the Calcutta-
Bombay circuit since the beginning of September. The delays
referred to related to the period when telegraphic lines in  the
Burdwan arca were down owing-to floods. A member’s suggestion
that these cheaper classes of foreign telegrams should be treated as
Bxpress did not appear justifiable and the payment of higher rates
would not ensure quicker transmission during periods of interruption.
This suggestion could not be adopted without involving various other
difficulties and would not improve the position.

Delays to Inland Telegrams.—The Chamber pointed out
to a member who had submitted a case of delay in the transmission
of an important ial telegram that Yep ions on this
question were periodically submitted to the Department of Posts
and Telegraphs but that the Department had esplained that owing
0 heavy priority demands on the telegraph lines, there could be no
guarantee of prompt transmission and that circumstances
frequently avosc which were outside the Departments control,

Telephone traffic.—To Circular No, 1181943 of the 17th
September wag appended a copy of a letter received from the Indian
Posts and Telegraphs Department; it referred to the rising calling
rate on the Telephone Exchanges of this District and the need for
subscribers to co-operate by reducing the number of calls, especially
between the hours of 11-45 A3, to 1 PM."und 345 P, to b P,




(8)

In thig connection the Chamber informed the Department that
‘members appreciated the difficulties experienced by the Telephone
Department and desired to co-operate in the manner suggested, bug *
pointed out that the South Txchange was in comparison with the
other exchanges unnecessarily slow and inattentive outside the rush'
periods and here there was room for improvement. B

Reference to the comments on the South Exchange was made
by the Department in their reply, stating that steps had been taken
to improve the service but drawing the Chamber’s attention to the
extensive traffic on this Tixchange due to its location and to the
number of calls made by subscribers which greatly increased the
difficulty of supplying efficient service. .

Public Telephones at Howrah Station.—At {he
instance of their representative on the Tast Indian Railway,
Advisory Conimittee, the Chamber Committee took up with the
Bengal Telephone Corporation the question of the re-installation
of public telephones at Flowrah Station, It was learned from the
Bengal Telephone Corporation that the reason for their removal
was the misuse to which they were subjected by the public. The
insertion of bad coins, pieces of wood and cardboard, combined with
the regular breakage of instruments, the stealing of parts, and
attempts to open coin hoxes, made the difficultics of operation
ifsuperable.  Visits from an Inspector were necessitated several
times ' day. as the instruments were more often out of order than
in order. :

1t appears that public telephones are the exeeption rather than
the rule in Caleutta, and thag the only places where they are operated
satisfactorily is where there is adequaie supervieion. In these
cireumstances, the Committee of the Chamber could not but agree
“with the view of the Telephone  Corporation that in order to
overcome. the inconvenience caused by the lack of Telephone Call
Offices at Tlowrah Station, the Railway Authorities might consider
the installation of Attendant Call Offices, which would ensure the
supervision necessary and at the same time extend to the public an
essential facility. .

Grouping of telephone numbers.—Before issuing the
Janvary 1944 Telephone. Dircetory, the Indian Posts and Telegraphs
Department enquired whether the Chamber would consider it an
advantage, in view of the fact that in many offices stafl attended:
eurlier, {o alter the hours of grouping of Lclaphonev numbers from :

(@) 10 AM. to 6 P, on ordinary weeldays,
(b) 10 A to 3 p.. on Saturdays,

to: .
(@) 9 or 9-80 A, to 6 P.M. on ordinary weekdays.
. (b) 9 or 9-30 am, to 3 P.M. on Saturdaye,

Wi

e

"The Department was advised that in view of the requirements
of the majorily of business ouses, it would be preferable to start
from 9-30 a1 instead of 10 A.M.

Telephone Communication with Barrackpore.—
The Chamber had again under consideration the vexed question of
the condition of the Culeutta/Barrackpore telephone syetem which
referred to in the 1942 Report. Assurances were received from
the Indian Posts & Telegraphs Depurtment that the system was
being improved, mainly by the introduction of an On Demand Toll
Service instead of a Record Service. Tt was aleo hoped that a
second exchange would be opened at Bhatpara shortly whieh would
have the effect of relieving Burrackpore of 4 certain amount of its
traffic and thus increase its cfficiency.

Trunk Telephone Service.—Two points on which the
tated Chambere add d the Director-G 1 of Posts and
‘Pelegraphs were :—

(a) The need for periodical reminders to the Defence, Supply
and other ““Priority” Governmeny Departments firstly
of the need for the most sparing use of priority
privileges, especially where equal effectivencss could be
achieved by correspondence or telegraph; and,
sccondly, that the duration of priority trunk calls
should be reduced to 4 minimum ; and

(b) the present position of the telephone development scheme
which was referred to in the 1942 Report.

The Divector-General of Posts & Telegraphs in reply stated
that with regard to

(a), ingtructions had been issued to all Departments that the
most sparing use should be made of the trunk
telephone service, and in regard to

(b), the telephone development schéme was based ori a two-
year programme, and its progress depended Jurgely on
the availability of the neceesary stores. It was not
therefore poesible at present to give any indication
of how long it would take to become fully operative.

No  substantial improvement was secured by  these
representations and therefore the following resolution wag brought
forward by the Northern India Chamber and wae unanimously
adopted at the Associated Chambers of Commerco Annual Meeting
in December viz :—

This Aesociation drawa attention fo tho .present almost total exclusion of

" buifiens intereata from tho uso of the trmk telphiono servic as an ingtrumeny for
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the transsction of business end recommends that o period of two hours be reserved
deily for commercial trunk calls during which period only the highest priority
calls will be accepted from sclected departments and officials of Government snd
the Forces.

Restriction on the weight of postal parcels.—In
September the Postmaster-General, Bengal & Assam Circle, issued
a Press Note announcing that all post parcels despatched from any
post-office in Bengal and Assam would in future be confined to a
weight of 4 lbs. Subsequently complaints iwere received from
several manufacturing chemists in the membership of the Chamber
that this new regulation was bearing especially hardly on them.
They pointed out that medical supplies were invariably urgently
required by doctors and hospitals and had therefore to be sent by
post as being the quickest method. /The limitation of parcels to
4 lbs. meant a great increase not only in the amount of packing
material used but in the space taken up in railway vans and therefore
defeated its own object, which presumably was to conserve space
on the railways. The alternative of sending parcels by passenger
train was considered impracticable as the railways refused to aceept
-more than ten parcels a day. It was suggested that perhaps the
Postmaster-General could mrange a system of priorities whereby
parcels of diugs and medicines of an essential nature were accepted
without limit.

The Chamber approached the Postmaster-General on the lines

indicated above and were informed in reply that the whole question .

of parcels was being reviewed by the Indian Posts and Telegraphs
Department in the light of experience gained and that the points
raised by the Chamber were being taken into consideration.

Unpaid letters to labour in the tea estates and
the industrial areas of Bengal.—Industrial Associations
attached to’ the Chamber were sent, for information and necessary
action, a copy of the following letter which the Postmaster-
General, Bengal and Assam Circle, had addressed to the Chamber

. on the 10th November :—
Tt is believed that among the labour in the fea estates and the industrial aress

of Bengal, there is an irpression that paid leiters do not reach the addressees,
this may-account for 3 vers large percentage of unpaid letters raceived by them.

This is an_entirely wrong impression and my object in writing to you is {0
request that steps kindly taken to have it removed from the minds of the people ib
the ten estates and the industrial ,arcas in Bengal.

RATLWAYS.

Liability for the payment of terminal tax under
bad under

.F.O.R. Contracts.—In April the Chamber

SRS —
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consideration a’ reference from the Associated Chambers of
Commerce on the question of whether a seller fulfilling a f.o.r.
destination contract was liable for the payment of terminal tax at
the destination station unless he had specifically agreed beforehand
to bear this charge. The question was raiced at the instance of
the Bombav Chamber who pointed out that several of their
members had complained that the authorities in Ambala Cantonment
had claimed pavment of such a tax from them on goods supplied
f.o.r. Ambala Cantonment Railway Station.

The Chamber referred this point to the Calcutta Tmport Trade
Association and was informed in reply that the tax referred fo was
anthorised nnder a notification of the Puniab Government, Home
Department. No. 19307 dated 1Sth July 1933. The Association
gave it as their opinion, however, that provided the Ambala
Cantonment Railway station was not within the jurisdiction of the
Cantonment, Authority. the seller should not pav the tax. Thev
further suggested that. the difficulties experienced bv members of
the Bombav Chamber of Commerce wonld not arise if they adonted
the practice now prevailing in Calentta of making all quotations
on the f.o.r. point of despatch basis. . )

Claims on railways: Submission procedure.—A
point brought to the notice of the Chamber has been taken
up -with the Railwav Board. Tt concerned the nrocedure o be
followed in the submission of claims acainst individual railways
and aroce out of a particular case in which. althouch advantace had
so far not been taken of the technicalitv. it was nointed ot by a
Railway Claims Officer that the claim in avestion conld ha contested
and “non-suited” on the eronngd that it was not addressed to the
General Manager of the Railwav. Tnder section 140 of the
Railwavs Act. notice of claims must bhe served on the Railwav
Administration hv- deliverine or addtessing snch clam to the
Manager of the Railwav in the cace of State Railwave or to the
Acent in Tndia of a companv-manaced railwav. This. in the
Chamber’s view. confnsed the position for more than one reassn.
Tn the varions railwavs there are varions officin’s whose desienations
inclnde the word “Manacer—(eneral Manacer, ent and
General Mansder. Chief Commercial Manacer. Commercial Traffic
Manncer and the like. Secondlv one Railwav Companv advertises
that “‘claims and refunds’* are the concern of the Commercial Traffie
Manager to whom correspondence should be addressed.

Tn view of the fact therefore that the nosition was confused for
varions reasons. and in order to save time and frouble. it was
enegested that the matter he examined bv the Railwav Roard. Tt
anneared tn the Chamber ‘that the best conrse in the cirenmétances
might be for the Board to instruct Agents and General Managers
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‘to delegate powers to the heads .of the departments deailng: with
claims of their respective railways to receive ench claims on their
behalf. It was hoped that in the meantime railways would not
take refuge behind the technicality referred to.

In due course the Chamber was advised that this proposal hag
heen accepted by the Railwar Board and it was added that Agents
and Genernl Managers should not raise technical objections to' the
insufficiency of a notice given to su authorised office The
question of amending the law is to be taken up when a nitable
opportunity offers. ! -

Caleutta  Port . Commissioners: . Despatches:

“Said to contain” railway receipts.—The . refusal of {he

- Port Commissioners to, accept liahility for gonds loaded at private

sidings by private labour. and for which “‘snid to contain’’ railway

receipts were issued was brought to the notice of the Chamber

with.the request that the views of other firms <imilarly placed be
ascertained.

None of the members of the Chamher Committen was able fo
- cite a similar experience ; in one ense it was stated that for goods
loaded at a private siding for despatch by-foreign rail, a clean
receipt was issued, that is to say, the phrase “said to contain’ wa
omitted. . L

Railway facilities for Officers of the Merchant
Navy.—Apart from certain reciprocal peace-time  arrangements
between some individual Railways and some Shipping Tines which
regularly trade with Tndia. there are no special concessions for
members of the Merchant Navy, their wives or families. in the
matter of railway travel in Tndia. Th consequence of the control
of all stenmer movements by the Ministry of War Transport and
the U. 8. War Shipping Administration . vessels nnt part of the
fleets of any of the regular Shipping Tines in Tndid are now
touching ports ‘in this country, and the Merchant Navy personticl
“on board ‘such vessels me frequently under the necessity. for health
and other reasons. of having to trayel by rail in Tndia.

The Tndian Railway Conferenc Association was asked by fhe
Chamber to consider. as & special war measure. the eyanting of the
same concessione to the Merchant Navv as annlv to m <.of the
Armv. Navy and Air Torce. A pply to members. of

A reply was réceived {o the effect that the concession niz. firet
elngs tickets on ‘payment of second class fares, detailed in serial

S —
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No. 16 of Annexure A to Rule IIT of T. R. C. A. Coaching Tariff
No. 14 had been extended to seagoing staff only of all Steamship
Companies not covered by items (1) to (9) and their families, and
wonld come into effect when notified by railways.

Pilferage of coal at Shalimar.—In August. on receiving
a-complaint from a member, the Chamber drew the attention of the
Tnspector-General of Police to the pilferage by organised gangs of
thieves of large quantities of coal from wagone and stocks within
the vicinity of the Shalimar Station yard. Tn order that the
Railways might be assisted in checking the pilferages the Chamber
recommended that the Police Department co-operate with the
Railway Authorities to the fullest possible extent, as it was
considered that only by such concerted action conld the difficulties
be overcome. Subsequently the Chamber received a reply to the
effect that the matter had been referred. to the' Superintendent.
Government Railway Police, Howrah, for necessary action. No
further complaints have since heen received by the Chamber.

Foodstuffs: Losses in transit on the railways.—
On the 17th September the Chamber invited the attention of the
Government of Tndia (Railway Board) to the anxiety being
expressed by certain interests represented hy the -Chamber,
including the Chamher Foodstuffs Scheme, the Tndian Mining
Assaciation and the Indian Tea Association, regarding the extent
of ihe shortages which ocenr in consignments of frodstufls,
particnlarly rice, jn transit by rail. According to the Chamher's
information, which the railways confirmed, the thefts freanently
took the form of “blecding a wagon” by the insertion of thin
inelruments hetween the doors and hody of a wagon or throngh
interstices in the wagon flonr. ‘Ag the losses sustained in thie
manner had become so serious the Chamber snogested that alf
railways might be instructed to devise fittings of their own or of o
standardised pattern which would make it more diffieult. if nof
impossible. to ““bleed”’ hags of foodetuffs in this way.

The Railway Board is taking the matter np with individual
railways with a view to ascertaining by what methods the pilferages
can hest be overcome. .

B. & A. Railway Revision of Time Tahle from Ist
October 1948.—Suggestions from members were invited in
Cirenlar No. 53/1943 in connection with the New Time Table tn
be issned by the B. & A. Railway. it heing pointed out that the
restoration of cancelled traine or the introdnction of additional
trains would not be entertained hy the Railway Companv heaanse
of military orders." :
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The following changes were prdpused —_

Departure. Arripal,

(1) Barisal Express 15-30 p.m. 9-30 A,
(2) Khulna Passenger 21-30 .y, (as at present),
(3) Chittagong Express  (as at present)  7-30 ..
(4 101 Tp 17-35 ..
(5) 100 Down 9-00 A.M.

(Not to stop at

Barrackpore).
(6) 194 (Budge-Budge Section) 7-46

(at Brace Bridge Station).

Owing to factors arising from the war the B. & A. Railway
in September asked the Chamber to co-operate in giving wider
publicity among member firms to the need to curtail railway travel
at the present time. To discourage travel among the public during
the Puja holidays concessions in fares and other facilities usually
afforded at -that time, were stopped and reservations of
accommodation for first and second clasg Passengers were restricted.

Delays on Railway claims in respect of lost or
damaged goods against Railway Administration.—
Tollowing upon complaints from members of the Chamber, that no
satisfaction could be obtained from repeated requests to the Railway
Administration for investigation into the non-delivery of goods
consigned to them for transport, and claims made against such
losses. of goods in transit, the Calcutta Insurance Aseociation in
November submitted. for the Chamber’s consideration a request to
sponsor a_ resolution on this subject at the forthcoming ~Annual
General Meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce, Tt was
argued in support, of this suggestion that, though the difficulties of
the Railways under present conditions were appreciated, there.
anpeared to have heen such , serioug deterioration in the conditions
of transport of goods by rail in recent months that the Association
were concerried at the heavy increase in claims for damages and
loss. Tt twas fels that if the Railway Cluims Departmonts. wore
properly organised,” claims could he disposed of * with greater
expedition, instead of being held up for long periods and in many
cases entirely ignored. After referring this matter to the Railway
Sub-Commistce, -the Committee decided that such o sesolution
should be sponsored by the Chamber af the Associated Chambers
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of Commerce Meeting; the resolution, which was ‘unanimously
adopted, was worded ag follows :—

While appreciating the greatly increased difficulties of Railsay Administration
brought about by the war, this Association urges upon the Railway Board tho
necessity for improving ¢he supervision and methods of handling cargo in_transit
by rail, in order to reduce the heavy damage and losses at present being incurred
and recommends that the procedure of the Claims Section of the various Railways
be reviewed by a competent Committee, with the object of enabling them efficietly
and promptly to dispose of cloims filed against them by the public.

Loss of railed goods due to riots in Bihar.—On behalf
of firmg who had sustained losses of goods in transit on the railways
during the political disturbances of August/September, 1942 the
Chamber broached the question of possible recompense by the
railways. The railways however declined all liabilities, and the
Chamber considered an approach to the Central or Provincial
Governments with a view to compensation being paid. In order
«to ascertain whether such a claim could be made on legal grounds,
or in the absence of legal grounds, whether the claim would have
to be made for the ex gratia payment of compensation advice was
requested from the Chamber’s solicitors. -

The position is that no claim can be established on legal
grounds : that the attitude of the railways in disclaiming any liability
is ‘'unassailable ; and that any claims submitted to ‘Government can
be made only on an ea-gratia basis.

Members who had suffered losses were advised to approach the
Provincial Government to see if they would make an ez gratia
payment out of the proceeds of the collective fines imposed by them.

FINANCE.

Shortage of small coins.—In responge to a request from
the Government of Bengal, Finance Department, for accurate and
up to date information regarding the success or otherwise of the
measures taken to deal with the problem of the shortage of small
coins, the Chamber stated that as a result of Government action in
making hoarding a penal offence and more particularly because of
the very large increase in the output of the Mints from December
1942 onwards, the position had somewhat improved in Caleutta,
Full requirements however were not by any means available, whilst
reports from upcountry showed that there was little or no diminution
of the difficalty and that the shortage there was still acute. A
recent gencral survey of the conditions. in Calcutta and the
surrounding industrial areas revealed, in so far as it was possible
to make any general statements. that— .

(a) there was not much trouble in obtaining four and eight
anns coins ;
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.ﬂi}' the ‘supply of two and ane anng. pieces wis gtill subnorma}
but not so acute;

(c) balf anna, pieces were acutely short in gome aveas, less so
in others; . .

(d) guarter anna pieces were _nlmost unobtainable.

The Chamber did not feel qualified to say where the coins were
“going and whether they were stili being-hoarded to any appreciable
‘extent, but the latter seemed the most likely reason for the shortage.

Post-War International Exchange Plans.—The
‘Chamber Committee, in consultation with their Finance Sub-
Comimittee, corisidered the following pamphlets which the Finance
Department of the Government of India had issued :

(1) The British Government “Ptoposals for an International

Clearing Union” ;

(2) The United States ‘‘Proposal for a United and Associated
Nationg Stabilisation Fund” ;

(8) "“The Tentative Draft Proposals of - Canadian Experts
: - for an International Exchange Union”. -

. Their joint opinion was that until the experts had framed and
agreed on-one plan as a basis for diecussion, no useful purpose
would be served by attempting to offer any comments, from the
‘prictical ‘point of view, on so compliciited n subject. ’

INDUSTRIAL.

. 'Bill for Compulsory Recognition of Trade
TUnions.—Reference was made in the 1942 report to the joint
views of the Chamber and the Timployers Tederation of India on
views - of the «Chamber and the Fastern India Committee of
-Employers Federation of India on Government’s proposal to amend
the Indian Trade Union Act of 1926 to include recognition’” in
addition to registration. : -

In November of the year under review o fresh Draft Bill known
ag the Indian Trade Union Amendment Bill, 1948, which was
fundamentally on the lines of the proposed legislation in 1942, was
+introduced in the Central Assembly and cireulated for opinion. - It
has since been under the consideration of the Industrial Affairs
Sub-Committee of -the Chamber in conenltation with employing
‘interesty generally and it seems clear that the Bill ig nr table.

recognition. to which the greater part of the clauses of the Bill
refer, in view of the far reaching and adverse eflect which, it is
felt, such a measure will have on the healthy natural growth of
reliable trade unions and the development of a spirit of
understanding between employer and employed—an opinion, which
it will be remembered, was advanced by the Chamber in the
previous year. In the second place it is found inexplicable that
Government employees should be exempted from the measure for
the duration of the war, if the measure is considered by Government
to be a fair und just one. MLiastly the term ‘‘representat've Union’
used in the Bill and on which the whole question ‘of recognition
depends, has not been defined; the definition wag to await the
framing of the Rules—a position which is considered to be
unsatisfactory. : -

concerns

The form of the co-ordi d reply of all i
to Government on the Bill is now under consideration.

Sickness Insurance for industrial workers.—The
question of a compulsory and comprehensive scheme of Sickness
Ineurance for industrial workers which, it will be recollected,
remained in abeyance in India from the time of the Government
of India’s non-ratification of the two Draft Conventions adopted
on the subject by the International Labour Conference in 1927,
till it was revived at the Three Conferences of Labour Ministers
held in 1940, 1941 and 1942 respectively, was again brought before
the attention of the Chamber in the course of the year 1943. In
w0 references, one dated 12th March 1943 reccived by the Bastern
India, Committee from the Employers’ Federation in Bombay, the
other, dated 3vd April 1943 received direct from the Chief Inspector
of Iactories, Bengal, the Chamber was advised of the appointment
by the Central Government of Professor Adarkar as Special Officer
for the purpose of preparing a rough scheme of sickness insurance
to be compulsorily applied, in the first instance, to the three
organised industries of cotton and jute textiles and heavy
engineering. This decision, it was stated, Government had
reached on the strength of the discussions at the meeting between
the Hon’ble Member and employers’ representatives at Calcutta,
in January 1942 and at the Three Conferences of Labour Ministers
held in 1940, 1941 and 1942 respectively, though an gssurance was
given that before dny such scheme wus finalised it would be
submitted to Provincial Governments and associations of employers
for opinion. (Government also suggested the nomination by
employing interests of Advisers whom the Special Officer might
consult, and ayailing theinselves of Government’s suggestion, the
Chamber learned thaf, the Bombay Millowners Association, the
Indian Jute Mills Association and the Indian Engineering
Association had chosen one adviser each for the cotton textiles, jute

The first and main objection. is to the whole theory of compulsory




{98)

textiles and engineering industries respectively. The Spetial
Officer, shortly alfter the issue of a q\;eslvlopnzure by him on different
kness insurance, arvived in Calcutta and met the
Industrial 5. Sub-Committee of the Chawber in discussion on
21st April 1943, His terms of reference, as he explained to them
at the meeting, were :—(a) to prepare a scheme the advisability of
which was an accepted fact and one on which, so far as he was
concetned, there could be no.question; (b) that neither Provincial
Governmetits nor the Central Government would be a contributory
to the schem= although-the Provinces had agreed to give a guarantee
to reimburse a sickness insurance fund to avoid uncertainties in
its working or embarrassments in payments through, for instance,
epidemics; (¢) the endeavowr to have Central Legislation affecting
interests in all the Provinces and States, though no guarantee as
far as States were concerned could be given and (d) the scheme
wotld be prepared. for the cotton and jute textiles and heavy

gineering industries in the first instance. Industrialists having
any poinis o make against these should make them not to him
but to the Central Government.

A report of this meeting and a summary of. previous views
expressed by employing interests on the subject were iesued by
the Chambe: on 24th April 1943 to all industrial associations and
concerns connected with it for opinion, as was also the Joint Report
of the Advisers for Jute and Engineering (prepared after close

Itation with Sub-C: i which the Industrial Affairs
Sub-Committee. received in August 1943 and which they accepted
in principle. The Joint Report showed, that agreement had been
reached Dbetween the two indusiries ‘on the principle of the
-introduction of an experimenial scheme of sickness insurance for
industrial workers in them but subject to the following conditions
vtz : (@) that during the initial period the scheme shall make
provisions of cash benefits only to workers participating in it though
it shall be obligatory upon concerns taking part that they provide
facilities for medical treatment, of a standard to be defined and open
to all workers in the concern; (b) that the Central Government shall
accept in principle. the liability to contribute towmds the scheme
and shall in particular accept linbility for the repayment of the
expenses of administration. The replies yeceiveq by the Chamber
from industriat associations and interests addressed by the Industrial
Affairs Sub-Committee’s letter of 24th April 1943 evinced a general
acceptance, on the whole, of the principle involved in a sickness
insurance :cheme except for the Indian Mining Association
who considered that such a scheme was unworkable in respect
of colliery labour, the Master Stevedores Ascociation who
considered it impracticable in view of the present casual organisation

of stevedoring labour and the Tndian Tea Association who qualified
aceeptance of it in principle by a demand for a preliminary statisti-
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cal investigation. The work of the Special Officer continues and hig
proposals and views are awaited by the Chamber. The Chamber
has, in the meanwhile, issned to the induetrial interests connected
with it an analytieal and historical study of Sickness Tnsurance
which gives details of previous discussions and views in Tndia on
the subject. and some of the actuarial dafn and facts of wniversal
application gleaned from the statistical and specialised survey
given to the question by the Tnlernational Tiabour Organisation.

Broadcasts for factory labour.—The question  of
adjusting broadeasts of vernacular news to suit factory conditions
was raised with the Chamber by the Government of Tndia in
September. A number of compliints had been veceived from
factories. Government said, that {he times of f(he broadeast
programme intended for factory labour did mnot suit the factory
hours.  There was likelv. to he considerable difficultv in putting
out a special programme for factories: on the ofher hand if these
programmes were {o be of real value they should be broadeast when
the whole of the factory labour conld hear them. The Chamber
was therefore asked to furnish a snegestion as to a suitable fime,
bearing in mind that the part of the main programme broadeast
between 1 and 2 P.M. could not be superseded.

After consulting industrial interests concerned the Chamber
pointed out that the question was complicated by the fact that there
are two types of labour to be catered for—those who are
accommodated in lnhour lines where wireless facilities may. be
provided and those who, when working hours are over. proceed to
their homes in villages where no such facilities are available. Tt
was suggested that for the first type the best time would be the
evening and in this connection it wag stated that the existing Hindi
broadcast at 6-30 P.M. was snitable but that it shonld be followed
by a broadeast in Bengali. As regards workers who did not Tive
in lines, it was suggested that the most suilable time would be the
Innch hour recess, particularly hetween 12-80 and 1.

Canteens for Works: Exemptions under Section 8
of the Factories Act, 1984.—The Government of Bengal
informed the Chamber early in the year that it would be
advantageons, if, when the publications of the exemptions allowed
under Section 8 of the Factories Act were issued, an announcement
was made of the amenities which the employers had agreed to
introduce to mitigate the longer hours vequired from lahour. As
a contribution to snch amenities, it was suggested that canteens
should be organised to provide meals and other refreshments in the
intervals of working hours. Tater in the vear the subject was
talen up by the Central Government with Employers Associations
who were advised on the grounds of possible emergency and the
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tood situation, to establish canteens for }vorkers, which in
Government’s opinion would be of advantage in that

(1) Provision of food at cheap
separated from their fam

rates would Telp workers
"

(2) Communal feeding was economical and could be ensured
to be nutritive

(3) Canteens help to identify the workman more closely with
his place of work and employer

(4) Canteens are useful when normal arrangements. for food
supply are dislocated.

On the advice of the Tndustrial Affairs Sub-Committee a copv
of this letter was circulated to all Tndustrial Associations and
members of the Chamber with industrial interests not members of
any such Association. From replies received it was evident that
the establish of I teens by the action of
Government was not approved by the majority of those consnlted,
on the grounds that it was a measure lacking in reality and not
appileable to Tndian industrial conditions in view of the Indian
workers’ habits and the religions and caste difficulties involved. Tt
was also pointed out that, where such canteens had been tried.
they had not been a success and that no economy in food had
resulted. \At a recent meeting of the Standing Tabour Sub-
Committee of the Employers Federation the views of the TEmploying
Associations and concerns on the question of canteens wag discussed
but the result has not yet been communicated to the Chamber.

=i

Tn this connection members were informed throngh the
Chamber that the Central Board of Revenue had issued instructions
to the Tncome-fax Anthorities that anv loss incmred by cemployers
on the running of canteens for workers should be allowed as a
revenue loss in their income-tax and excess profits tax assesements.
Tt was stated, however, that the cost of building and equipping
such canteens was capital expenditure on which depreciation only
would be allowable.

Settlement of industrial labour disoute: .

Administration of Rule 8IA of the Defence of India
Rules.—The Chamber has thronghont the year had under
discussion with the Government of Beneal the amestion of the
enforcement of Rule S1A of the Defence of Tndia TRules which
velates to strikes and {he settlement of Tahomr disputes. Tn fhis
connection  Government  drew the Chamber’s attention fo the
Order made by the Central Government nnder this rnle requiring
persons employed in any undertaking {o dive 14 days previous
notice of their intention to go on strike in connection with any
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trade dispute and stated that {his Order was not being generally
complied with. The letter from Government went on to say :

Tn the earlier stages of tho operation of the Order this Government, considered
that some latitude might be allowed fo participants in o strike althongh fho
necessary formal notico had not yet. been given. But the provisions of the Order
have now becomo widely known and Govornment consider that the time has como
to fake nction against those leaders who adviee labour to go on strike swithont
giving legal notice, Such leaders whether Trado Unionists or others who vofco
fhe griovances of Tabour and seck their redress are in the opinion of the Government
under a clear obligation, where adequate provision is made by Govornment for
the ecttlement_of disputes, to sco that Inbour observes the Order rgarding fho
Tegality of strikes.

An extract of the relovant portion of the Order is enclosed for your information.
It will appear therofrom, that even ns employeos are prohibited from gaing on
sirike without notice, no’employer may declaro a lockout in_ connection With any
trade digpnte without' having given to his employees not loss than 14 days’ previots
notice. The objeot of the notico is to prevont interruption of production of war
material, on accomnt of strikes and lockouts, and {0 maintain supplies and sorvicas
ersential for the life of the community.

Provision has been mado undor rulo 81A (o rofer a trade dispute for adjudication,
when conciliation fails, and power Tas been taken by Goveroment fo enforco {he
decision given by the ‘adjudicator on employers and emplovees alike, Government,
have also” powor under the ralo fo mako ad hioo Orders where deemed mecossars,
to * the Tabonr employed a fair deal. T am nccordinily o expross the hopo
that a_and lockuts in connection with trado disputes would he serupulously
avoided, and that for any dispute that may ocenr the machinery prescribed by
G for conciliati judication will bo. fally utilized. ’

Coal situation.—Due to extensive damage caused to the
Tast Tndian Railway main lines by the breaching of the Damodar
River Bund in the TJuly floods, a critical situation arose in the
supply of coal for the use of industries and essentinl services in and
around  Caleuita : the normal daily supply  of 850-900 wagons
of coal handled by the Railway was estimated in August to be
reduced to 500 wagons. An emergency Committee was formed
under the chairmanship of the General Manager of the T. T.
Railway to consider recommendations to the Clentral Government
for the equitable allotment of this supply and at a meeting befween
the President. Vice-President and Industrial Affairs Sub-Committec
of the Chamber and the Member for War Transport of the
Government of India in August it was learnt that 40 wagons per
diem would have to serve industrial purposes for some time to
come. To assist the emergency Committee in its representations
to Government, the Tndustrial Affairs Sub-Committee were asked
by the Minister to consider and recommend how this coal should
be applied. T was agreed, however, by the Industrial Affairs Sub-
Commiittee that the selection of industries in relation to their value
{o the war effort was a matter for Government and not for the
Chamber to decide.

When the sitnation improved in October the emergency
Committee was dissolved as the Controller of Coal Distribution had
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reverted to the system of conl allolment prevailing before the breach
except in a few cases of necessity; novertheless the members of
the Committee decided that the muinal assistance which Tad heen
obtained-as the resnlt of these meelings ealled for their continuance
in an unofficial eapacity lo discuss current queslions relaling to
coal supply, a decision which was fully supported and approved
by the Chamber.

Axt in Industry.—The lntest. Ark in Tndustry Toxhibition
wag held in Calentta in Jannary. The aims of the Txhibition
were—

(1) ‘to serve as a link between artists and indusiry, thus on
the one hand acquainting arfists with indusiry’s
vequirements and on  the other illuslrating o
industrialists the art talent which is available in {his
country ;

(9) to strive, by all praclicable means, to raise the standard
of commereial art thronghont Tndia.

The Chamber Commiltee displayed considerable inferest in the
movement from both its cultural and practical aspeets, and regarded
its development as worthy of the support of commercial and
industrial interests, if only from the narrower point of view of
crenting a pool of commercial and industrial art to he drawn nupon
when necessary.  The Committee, i replying to a vequest for
financinl support considered that this should he looked for primarily
from among those, individual industrios and units of indusivy most
likely to vequire the eervices of industrial arfists. Tn' token
however of the Chamber’s support of the movement, the Commitiee
decided to make a nominal donation which was {o he ntilised as
Prize money.

Utilisation of Industrial Research.—The non-fechnieal
notes on different manufactnring and chemical processes, issued by
the Seientific and Industrial Research Comeil to which reference
was made in the 1942 Reporl, have this year been issued to
interested members from time {o time through the Chamber and
included a number of informative extracts from {he “Journal of
Seientific and Tndustrial Research”.  Subjeels of inferest, were the
ox .('!inn of potush salts from mollasees, (he applieation of dyes
fo vavious commercial producls and manufacture of mill :\]\p:lrnﬁw.

Board of Ipdustrial Res«'stu‘(ﬂ.\,—Rp,pc,-Lq or statements
of researches car ed ont or now heing made by various rosenrch
deparlments. or institutions, from which membors of the Bonrd of
Tndustrial Research Commerce Department, conld obtain an iden
of wark in {his fiold of aclivity now in progress in the [:m"m,",
was requesied by the Board in o lettor (o the Chamber in FQ]H'!H\I"V:

( 103 )

Interesting information was furnished for this purpose by
mermber firm on the manufucture of drugs and medicines and by the
Indian Ten Association on reseurches of un applied nature carried
oub ub the Associntion’s Experimental Stition at Locklai.  Though
unuble to comply with this request immediately owing to the nature
of their work, the Indian Jute Mills Association guve an assurance
that details would be forwarded at the earliest opportunity.

Labour Legislation: Plenary Labour Conference
and Standing Labour Committee.—Thesc two bodies were
first brought into being by the Government of India towards the
close of the year 1942 (o cope with the increasing need for the
co-ordination on an All-India basis of labour legislation and more
particulurly  of  war-time  labour mensures. Like the recent
experiments, developing on a world wide seale they are tripartite. in
character, consisting of representatives of Government (Centyal
and Provincinl and Siate) of employers and of workers. The
Plenary Conference, the Inrger body, consisis of some forty to fifty
members and is meant in fundamentals to conform to ihe ideal
of an All-India Industrial Council ontlined by the Royal Commission
on Labour in India over a decade ago and to the model of the
International Labour Organisation in its attempi 1o reconcile
divergent, labour standavds and 1o establish uniformity on labour
questions between province and provinee and province and state,
and more especially in its promotion of harmonious and progressive
relations hetween employers and employed, so necessary in India
in the continued absence of healthy and ropresentative ftrade
unionism.  Since the inangural meeting of 7th August 1942 there
has. been u seecond meeting of the Plenavy Tabour Conference held
on Gth and 7th Scptember 1943. More [requent meobings liave
been held, as they are meant. to be, of the smaller body, the Standing
Fabour Commitiee which has been felescoped and from the Plenary
Labour Conference and the representation on which has closely
foliowed that Jaid down in the constitution of the Governing
Body of the Tnternational Tabour Office. 1or (he consideration
of gpecinl fopics, it has been provided that ad hoc commiitees
consisting of technieal experls and specinlists may assiet the
Standing Tabowr Commitiee. The Standing T.abour Committee
first met late in November 1942 and three times since, in Jannary
and May 1943 and again in Jannary 1944, Although some advance
may be recorded in the direction of the ventilation of views and
the interchange of opinions by representatives of all three parties
concerned meeting, face o face, in a way in which they normally
would nof, the resulls so far acerning have heen infangible and
small, and employing inlerests generally have urged for some time
the need for a longer period for consideration of what has usually
been a very full ngenda ringing over a wide field of {opics which
touch them very closely, and which they ave being called npon to
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translate in some cases quile hastily—into concrete programmes
of action. Discussions in such matters as social security, dearness
allowance, wages, standing orders and_welfare schemes in general
which have been raised have nec avily it has been pointed out,
to e fackled in relation to a plan and not in a picce-meal luslnm{
if rapid- ill-considered legislation which will not stdnd the test ol
time is 1o be avoided. .

The Chamber’s linison with hoth bodies has developed lh\'(mgh
its collection and co-ordination of the views of []1; industrial
Associations and interests connected with it on the items of the
Agendas through. the medium of Tastern India Colmmn‘tec/
Industrial Affaivs Sub-Committee of the Chamber who in return
receives notice of these matters from the Central Government w]u‘»
sends them down through the headquarters of the TEmploy
Tederation in Bombay. The co-ordinated views are {ransmitted
to the meetings through the delegate chosen for employing interests
on thie side representing the Tastern India Committee (he
constitutes one of two assigned fo the Tmployers® Tederation of
India) and in this way it is hoped that the experiment in {ripartite
collaboration at the Centre has at least been 4 useful me:m-Aof
achieving co-ordination on this side of India even if its wider aim
of All-India co-ordination still seems far off of attainment.

MUNICIPAL.

Traffic Advisory Board.—The Chamber's representative
on the Traffic Advisory Bonrd took up at a meeting of the Board
on the 25th August the following points, which in the opinion of
the Chawber required further consideration :— .

(1) Congestion at the North end of Clowringlco—

The position regarding the sclicme to improve congestion at thia point.

(@) Military trafic—

(@) Use of headlights by military vehicles,
() The abenco of. identification mumbers on somo military  valicles,

. Dartieularly American, and the diffenlty of identifying ofLers by resson

of the varily of numbers on fhem.

"These points were dealt with as follow.

() Gongestion at the north ond of Clowringhee.~Government bed asked for
4 xevieed estimate of cost for the building of o new toad neross Guraen
Gardens and ncross the Maidan from Oclterloney Toud. 1o Pufiegn

ad.

@) Military Traffic :—(a) The use of headlights on Military Vehicles was
Testricted and eascs were reported froquently to the Military Police,

who take action against offnders, d
(b) The difficulties arising from the absence of identification numbers were

tealised and attempts were being made to remed; this in consultation
with tho British and American authorities, 7 onsmte!
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il respey to item (@)(b), a_cousiderable proportion of the American vehicies
which are seen without ‘identification numbers “aro vohicles which are mesely
on route from the point of erection fo their, for the time-being, pormanent parking,
Blec, and it i fenred (hat it will nover be possible to introduco o syatem by
whiclh these particulas velicles can subsequently be traced individually.

With regard to the question of the opening to public traffie durivg certain
jours of each doy, of thit portion of Mago Red wiich Ja 1. prescat oseupiod
by the R. A, F., ihis proposal has already been mooted and turned o absolutely
by the R, A, . authorities.

A Turther meeting was held in December and the Board was
of opinion that (1) the present traffic arrangements in the vicinity
of the Great Bustern Hotel should continue as an experimental
measure (2) the "“One way traffic” scheme for Meredith Street
Was satisfactory and should be continued, (3) Lighting restrictions
on motor vehicles should be relaxed to some extent to avoid the
danger of ‘accidents due o the further curtailment of street lighting
and the blinding eflect of strong headlights used by military vehiclee,
In this connection it was pointed out that the headlight masks
used in Tngland gave more light than those in Caleutta. The point
was stressed on behalf of the Chamber, whose representative said
that civilian vehicles should be permitted to use headlights as strong
as those in use by the military.

It was agreed that these views should be brought to the notice
of Government with a recommendation that the Lighting
Restriction Order should be amended to permit of better driving
lights on motor vehicles.

The Government. of Bengal were also approached direct by the
Chamber on the question of whether it would be poseible for the
question of opening Mayo Road and Red Road to the public to be
reconsidered, in view of {he apparently limited use which were
being made of them by the R. A, T. Tn this connection it is
satisfactory to note that a concession to the public has recently
been made in a notification from the Commiseiner of Police dated
the 8th February 1944, which reads as follows —

Lawrence Rond and Mayo Rond will be reopened to fast moving vehiculor
traflic from 9 A, to 10 AM. and 4-0 P to 6 .. daily beginning from 4.80 pay.
on Wednesday the Oth Pebruary 1944. No vehicle may stop on, and no pedestrian,
pedal cyclist or slow moving vehicle may use, Lawrence Road or the pontion of
Mayo Road which lies to the west of the tram lines.

Obstuction to Traffic by Beggars and Vendors.—In
July the Chamber drew the sifention of the Commissioner of
Police to the dirt and inconvenience caused by the recent increase
of beggars and vendors in the Clive Street Area, and while
appreciating the diffiulties of the policc in dealing with this problem
the Chamber hoped that steps would be taken to keep the nuisance
within  reasonable limits especially during rush hours. The

=
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Chamber was informed that these objections would reteive
attention.

. Malaria in the Calcutta Area.—In November the
* increase in malarial infection among the staff and work people of
a member firm had reached such high proportions that the Chamber
was urged to approach the authorities concerned with the health
of the city, and ask them to take every possible measure to combat
the spread of the infection. Before taking this step, the Chamber
asked members by Circular No. 142/1943 to furnish them with
inf ion on their experi of increased malarial incidence
among the people in their employ and with statistical data wherever
possible.. The facts and figures supplied by members in response
to the Chambers request have since been collated and incorporated
in an address to the Health Authorities on this matter.

In Circular No. 163/1943 members with factories employed on
war work who were experiencing difficulty in obtaini g quinine
for their employees, were advised by the Chamber to place their
requirements directly before the Department of Public Health,
Government of Bengal, to obtain the necessary suppliee.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Authority to sign receipts and take payments.—In
July The Chamber took up with the Accountant-General a practice
which had recently become more noticeable, presumably owing to
the larger volume of business transacted under war conditions,
bétween Government Departments on the one hand and commercial
and industrial concerng on the other, namely of demands being
made on the supplier of goods for the submission of registered
Powers of - Attorney authorising individual members or employees

of the suppyling firm to sign receipts and receive payment on behalf
of the firm.

would be discouraged. A receipt on the official form or letter
paper of the supplying firm should be a sufficient discharge for
Govgrnmem,‘ Departments, as it was for commercial interests,
particularly if the Government Departments concerned would adopt
—as had frequently been urged—a rational methoq of payment by
crossed ch,eq\xe account payee sent by post or otherwise to the
contractor’s address. A similar attitude on the part of contractors
would soon paralyse businesg relations  with Government—for
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instance, demands for the production of Powers of Attorney or
other official documents authorising Government officials to sign
orders for supplies.

In reply the Accountant-General explained that it was not
necessary to furnish a registered Power of Attorney to the Executive
Engmeer, but as a precautionary measure the rules required that
the firm should supply a list of persons who were empowered to
sign receipts on their behalf. To avoid further misunderstanding
this information was to be circulated to Government officers with
whom such transactions were carried out.

Need for the restriction of public holidays.—Tn
replving to a reference from the Associated Chaml of Comi
of Tndia regarding the question of the restriction of the number
of public holidays, the Committee stated that with regard to—

(a) Special celebration hoildays.—Tt was unlikely that these
would be observed with anv undue or unjustifiable
frequency and that the question of whether the 21st
May should be observed as a paid holiday for labour
generally had been considered at the time, but the
balance of opinion, on psychological grounde. was in
favour of its observance. ~ Where essential war work
was concerned, the holiday was not observed.

(b) Public holidaus.—The practice in Bengal, so far as the
members of the Chamber were concerned was o
observe Negotiable Tnstruments Act holidays only to
an extent which did not affect the war effort. They
were not holidays for indnstrial labour. and production
was not therefore affected by them. The observance
of holidavs under this Act by commercial concerns
other than Banks, which had no option in the matter,
was .determined hv the individual employer on the
basis of his war commitments and with due regard
to religions practice and custom.

(0) Government holidays.—Tn Bengal. these were of two
types, namely (i) public holidays under the Negotiable
Tnstruments  Act and  (in. additional Government
holidays. The Bengal Chamber had consistently
recommended  a  reduction—during  the war
particnlarly—in  the number of the latter type of
holidays so as to bring Government Offices more into
line with the holidays observed by commercial offices.

The conclusions reached by the Chamber were that no action

" was necessary with regard to Special Celebration holidays or

Negotiable Instruments Act holidays as observed by labour and
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by commercial concerns; that there was room for a reduction in
the number of holidays observed in whole or part by cer'tain
Government establishments, and that this was eseentially a matter
for provincial action.

‘Corps of Commissionaires.—In circular No. 85-1943 of
the 24th March. members were informed that the Direcior of
Reconstruction, Defence Department of the Government of Tndia,
had set ont a scheme for establishing in TIndia, after the war, a
Corps of Commissionaires for the employment of mnon-technical:
ex-soldiers. The object of the scheme is to eliminate the difficulties
‘that have been experienced in the pa H
the main canse of which, so far led employment is
concerned. being that inadequate wages have heen offered, and in
addition, there have been no proper methods of selection or
recommendation.

Tt. was vepresented to the Chamber that, if a Corps of
Commissionaires. similar to the organisation of the same name in
TEngland. conld be enrolled in Tndia_ it would be beneficial both
to men and employers. The men would be of proved probity. and
of intelligenze and abilitv snited to the employment desived. whilst
conditions would be laid down to protect hoth the employer and
employee.

The cireular proceaded to ennmerate varions eonditions unon
which the Director of Reconstruetion’s scheme might he enitablv
onerated and asked for members’ comments on the general idea

" of the scheme and‘on the particular proposals made.

In June, a detailed summary of memhers’ views and sngaeetions

on the original draft scheme for the formation of such a Clorps in
Tndin after the war was forwarded to the Director of
Reconstruction. The great maiority . of the replies received
reflected a considerable degree of interest in the scheme and a
desire to assist in its successful promotion. )

The principal points on which doubt or difference of opinion
had been exnressed were dealt with in the Director of
Recpnstrncti{m'ﬂ renly and the Chamber expressed the hope that
these and such other chances as mav have heen suogested and
necented would be incorperated in the final draft of fhe s
When this was received and cirenlated, .
the. Chamber stated. to obtain a more
extent of spport likelv to be fort
commetcial and industrial interests,

heme.
it wonld then be possible.
definite indication of the
heoming from  Caleutta
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Chambey Finance: Increase of members’ and
attached Associdtions’ Contributions.—At the beginning
of the year the Committee of the Chamber had to give serious
consideration to the Chamber’s financial position following upon
the deficits in the revenue account of Rs, 89,000 in 1941 and
Rs. 87,200 in 1942 and an estimated deficit of almost one lakh of
rupees for 1943. Tt was felt that the deficits were due almost
entirely to the increased costs caused by the war and that the
only course open was to increase (a) the subscriptions of members
and (b) the secrelarial and other fees paid by the Associations and
other orgunisations connected with the Chamber to an extent
sufficient to meet the estimated deficit for 1943,

This subject was raised by the President in his address to the
Annual General Meeting held on the 26th’ February 1943 when it
was announced that the Committee hdd decided to ask both
ity of attached Associations to accept a
increase in their rate of subscription, the increase to be
ater in the case of certain Association whose work had increased
to an extent which warranted this. The proposed increnses were
accepled by all those concerned.

Forfeiture of employers’ contributions to
recognised provident funds.—The rules of most commercial
provident funds, recognised under the Indian Income Tax Act,
ordinarily include a provision which, though variously worded, is
to the effect that “‘a member who is dismissed from the service of
the company on the ground of misconduet” shall be entitled only
to the amounts subscribed by him, with interest thereon, and shall
forfeit all claims to the confributions of the employer and the
interest thereon standing o the credit of such membef in the books
of the fund.

Consequent upon the staff desertions that took place following
the Christmas 1942 and subsequent air-raids, the question avose of
whether, for the purposes of the above rule, absenteeism without
Teave conld properly be treated as misconduet.

Tn the opinion of the Chamber’s Solicitors the question turned
upon the word misconduct which they interpreted to mean the
default of an employee withont leave or adequate reason. In the
ease of air raids there appeared no obstacle to an employee
continuing to work unless transport arrangements were upset. In
ithe absence of that feason an emplovee should retwrn to work and
was guilty of ‘“misconduct’” and subject to dismissal if he failed
to do so. Tn that event he was only entitled to his own
contributiong to the fund and interest thereoni. R
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In the case of an employee not being dismissed fgr such defanit
but subsequently resigning, it was the Solicitors’ opinion that the
employer might be snid to have waived his right to dismiss the
employee. Therefore dismissals for failure to return to work after
air raids should not be delaved to prevent any case he!pg tf\adc
that the employer has waived his vight to do so and has impliedly
given leave of absence. .

The correspondence on this subiect was issued to members of
the Chamber with cirenlar No. 241043 of the 23ra February,

Recognised  Providemt Fuuds: Tetters of
nomination; payment of decoased members’ claims.
—The legal ovinion obtained br the Chamber tn clarify
the position of Trustees of Provident Funds who make pavments
in accordance with letters of nomination. hy the expressed wich
of the deceased, was published in the 1942 Report.

The Chamber C i informed the Associated Chamber
—who also had the matter under consideration—that they favonred
a case heing submitted to the Central Roard of Revenne on the
lines indicated by their solicitors, but that if the majority of the
constituent Chambers were opposed to taking any action. the
existing position shonld he esplained s cleatly as poscible to
members. Those concerned might then take steps to delete from
the Provident Tund Rules anv reference to “nomination” unless
the Trustees were prepared to carry the small risk involved,

Standardisation of Weights & Measures.—Mr, J. T.
Ordish of Messts. George Henderson & Co.. Titd.. has been
appointed to serve on a Special Committee sot up by the Commerce
Department of the Government of Bengal to advise on the auestion
of the standardisation of weichts and measures in the Province.
The Committee is comnosed of expert economic members presided
over-by Professor 8. N. Bose of the Dacea University.

Payment of Bills throngh Collecting Sircars.—Tn
the reference made to this question in the 1949 Report mention
was made of the adoption by the T
Nagpur Railway Co., Td. and the
the system of sending crossed cheques. by post or messenaer in
payment of bills and that members were' asked to co-operate by
despatching receipts regularly and expeditionsly., '

The General ‘Manager of the Tast Tndian R
Administration of the Bengal N:
~Chamber satisfactory revorts on
-experimental svstem and are of th
continue, it will become g standi;

Bengal and Assam Railway of

ailway and the
agpur Railway have given the
the smooth working of fhis
e view that. if present conditions
Ng practice. . .

ast Indian Railway: the Bengal *

¢y

Freon Gas for air conditioning plants.—In August
some ansiety existed in connection with an order issued by the
Controller of Chemicals prohibiting the use of any further supplies
of Freon Gas for so-cilled “‘comfort cooling” in offices. Ag the
result of enquiries made through the Munitions Production
Advisory Committee, it was ascerfained .that the order in question
laid down merely that supplieg imported would not be increased
above previous levels and that therefore oivilian requirements would
be catered tor in 1944, unless some unforeseen demand tas made
for Military ant Defence requirements. Supplies, it was stated,
had been ordered which should mect both priority and eivilian
needs and should be received weil in advance of the 1944 hot
weather season.

‘Transport vehicles: IMaintenance of Log Books.—
A system for the maintenance of petrol log books introduced by
the Local Governmens in the course of the year was brought to
members’ notice by the Chamber in Circular No. 85/1943. iIts
application included all owners of transport vehicles and those
owners of other vehicles employed by Government or a public body
and was to include entries of the destination and length of journeys,
with the quantity of motor spirit issued in each case. The log
books are “open to inspection by Transport Inspectors and any
DPolice Officer of or above the rank of inspector with a view to
checking unauthorised journeys and unnecessary consumption of
petrol,

Wooden cases used in Packing £00ds.—Reports were
received from Australia through the Department of Commerecial
Intelligence & Statistics that wooden cases used for packing goods
exported from India were sometimes found to be infected with
live borer. Their special treatment, in accordance with the
Quarantine  (Plants) Regulations  of the Commonwealth
Governmens, had involved delay in clearance and additional
expenditure,

The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics
wished to emphasise the importance of making cases borer-free
before packing goods for shipment to Australia. In one cage
reported to the Department it was known that goods were packed
in borer-free cases, but on arrival in Australin they were found to
be heavily infected. This might have been due either to ineffective
treatment or to delay in the shipment of goods affer treatment of
the cases, which resulted in their re-infestation.

Members concerned with the export of goods to Australia were
therefore asked to see that cases were effectively treated, and that
shipments were made as soon as possible after such treatment,
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Export of piecegoods to Mauritius: Certification
of invoices.—The Chamber has agreed fo certify invoices
covering the exports of piecegoods to Mauritiue in accordance with
« proposal received by the Government of India, Department of
Commerce, from the ‘Government of Mauritius, which was
circulated to all-constituent Chambers by the Associated Chambers
in August.

Dacca University Appointment Advisory Board.—
In circular No. 84-1943 of the 15th July, those members who had
recruited employees through the Dacca University Appointment
Advisory Board, or who otherwise had employed Dacca University
graduates were asked to communicate to the Chamber their
experience and comments on the standard of service. The views
thus acquired were forwarded to the University Appointment
Advisory Board for information.

(13 )
MEMBERSHIP.
The following have been provisionally elected to membership,
subject fo confirmation at the next Annual General Meeting :—
CHAMBER MEMBERS :

Associated Instrument Manufacturers (Workshops), Titd.
Messrs. Atlantis (Bast), Ld.

Bengal Chemical & Pharmaceutical Works, Td.

Messrs. Bitumen Emulsions (India), Ld.
,,  Henry S. Clark & Co.
5, Albert David, Ltd.
. T. Harley & Co. )
5 D.J. Keymer & Co., Ltd.
,,  Machine Tools (India), Td.
,»  Manton & Co.
Mollers (India), Ld.

AsS0CIATE MEMBERS :
Messrs. Caltex (India), T.d.

,» Trench Motor Car Co., Titd.

The nmumber of memters of the Chamber on the 81st December
1943 was : Chamber memberg 251, Associate members 18,

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.

Chamber.—The reduction in the eapital of {he Chamber in
1943 amounts to Rs. 44,786-2-4.

Bengal Chamber of Commerce deficit ... Rs. 85277 6 7
Royal Txchange deficit ... ey 9,50811 9

Deduction ... Re. 44,786 2 4
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The coiresponding figures for 1942 were :—
Bengal Chamber of Commerce deficit ... Rs. 79,362 12 §
Royal Exchange deficit ey 1,820 1 3

Deduction ... Rs. 87,191 14 1

The Income and ]\pendltme for 1942 'md 1948 are as

follows :—
Income :—

1942 1943
Memben subscriptions 75,525 1,068,550
*Monthly contributions 2,683,764 3,57,657
bi i s 36,988 - 35242
Cemﬁcntes of Origin ,, 6,220 4,250
Interest and rent 1ecened !ets
paid for taxes, repairs and
electric charges ... R 10,371 9,970
Strike Certificate feeg . " 315 120
Profit on re-valuation of invest.
ments . o, 3,879 3,524

Rs. 3,97,062 5,17,313

Eapenditure :—

Establishment— . 1912 1943
(@ Curent ... -+ Rs. 310,660  8,48,520
(b) Pensions ... ey 34,498 31,446

Puntmg and Stationery oo 15,401 12,964

Depreciation . » o 21,002 21,419

Sundries 5 80,681 35,423

Legal charges » 6,256 1,193

Pnces current - 575 559

“Contzibution to Provident Tund 5 26,034 27,312

Regerve  for Income-tax on
‘Chamber Revenue -, 81,359 1,211

Loss on sale of foodstufls i = 37;534

: Re 476405 552,500

Deficit . 79,363 35,277

5,17,313

Royal Exchange.—The doficit for 1943 is Rs. 9,508-11-9
against the deficit of Rs, 7,820-1-5 for 1942.

1942 1943
Income :— .
Tntrance fees ... <. Rs. 72 63
Subscriptions » 25,461 25,100
Sale of Telephone ’l‘mker, BooLs ” 525 545
Rs. 26,058 25,708
Bapenditure --—
Rent .. Rs. 12,000 12,000
Contribution to (‘Inmbel " 6,000 6,000
TEstablishment » 8,576 10,204
Restaurant Ticense - 100 100
Books and Newqupcm T 1,403 1,394
Sundies . P 5,808 5,518
Rs. 33,887 85,216
Deficit PP 7,829 9,508
Rs. 26,058 25,708
D. C. TAIRBAIRN, J. H. BURDER
Seeretary. President,

Calentta, the 18th February 1944.

SUNDRY REFERENCES.

: Government Control over factories.
dentity Dise.
1op'|ﬂnnﬂ-| Vans.
er Pump Station.
Tirst-aid traming for women.
. Instructional \\f\H charts slit henche=
‘R.P.: Mutual Aid Scheme.
~\1momcd Vehicles (Internal) Security Fund.
All-Tndia Red Cross Week.
Allocation of conl wagons to small industries—Not on the priority
list.
Acquisitions of the telephone system by the Government of India.

T
wwzwww

Bengal Central Relief Func for the dmhew‘«] unl the destitute,
Bengal Tactories (Exemption) Rules, 19
Bcnml Boiler Attendants Rules, 1‘140—Dmﬂ \mendments
Benn'ﬂ Sugar Licensing Order, 1943,

Burma Finauce Act, 1943,
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Bengal Shops and Tstablis! ts Act, 1940—A dment of

Bar of High Court Juriediction in Revenue Matters—Sec. 226 of
the Government of India Act, 1

Bengal Foodgrains Price Control Order, 1943.

'Bcnfy'll Rationing Preparatory Inquiry Order, 1943.

Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943.

Civilians in Malaya.

Control of price and regulifion of the rale of bricks.

Calcutta. Water Supply.

Cotton (Torward contracts in cirrent erops) Prohibition Order, 1943,

Discouragement of long-distance {ravel by rail.

.t Restoration of main line.
Commissions in the Tndian Navy,
Txport restriction on raw hides.

Txport Trade Control—T.icenses.

T. T. R. : Removal of restriction in hooking to Fowrah.
1942.

Tnjury or damage caused by army dvivers when on dnty.
Tndians in Sonth Afriea,

Tron and Stecl (Serap) Control Order,
Tnspeetion of indnstrial establishments,
Tmport Trade (‘onhn!—’\d\mnn Panel on Drngs and Medicines.
Tndian Companies Act : Amending Bill No. 89 of 1913.

Tndian Railway Conference Assoriation- —Classification of different
commodities.

Army & Air Torce.

Tactories Control of Production Order,

1943,

Mines Maternity Benefif, Rules, 1943,
National service—Relense of por
Petrol Rationing.

War Shipping Policy.
A Telegraphs Service : Shop rt-comings of

Payment of Wages fo worlmen in the event of suspension of work
due to airaaid precantion.

sons from milifary service.

the Committee on the amplification of inland hide

n of Railwav priovity control,

ation of fransferred Companics Rules, 1943,
Shipping lmox rimning between
Sugar Control Order, 1942,

Starch Control Order, 1943,

- Usnrious Toans (Bengal Amcndmcnf)

alentty and Sonth Ameriea.

Bill, 1940,
Weather working days. .

—

BENGAL CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE.

Secretarial Department—General.

(1) Balance Sheet as at 3Ist December 1943,

(2) Revenue Account for the year ended 3Jst December
1943,
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- BENGAL CHAMBER Op COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
(SECRETARIAL DEPARTMENT).
- Incorporated as a Gompany under section 26 of the Indian Companics Act, 1882,
BALANCE SHEET g5 at 81st December 1948.
CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES, o |an| 2| R [as|w PROPERTY AND ASSETS, Rs (As | Re. |As b
CapITAL ACCOUNT— ’ Lasp No. 2, Crave STREET, AT cost slo
Balance at 1st January 1943 .. o [6,02,958 9
. B } : RovaL EXCTANGE BUILDING AT COST e [6.02066 [ 12 | @
Less~Deficit from Revenne Account 4
Less—Depreciation o date - 39215 |15 | 7
2,12,050 | 13| 2
Pousimons axn PITTINGS a7 cosT 70 Sls
ZLess—Royal Bxchango doficit . DEcEMIER 142 . 812
548,172 | 4| 5 Additions dusipg the year at cost sl o
Loan—Unsrouren— 2] 2
Tmperial Bonk  of Indin—Overdraft on :In:(l\ml. Sale proveeds 0}
urrent Account ... - b w34 | 8|10 —
35, 2|2
Less—Depreciation to date 2l e
Lianamiss— —[—] 00| 0| o
For expenses— LIBRARY AND PICTURES AT COST 1 5
Fublication
Statio lg g Less—Deprecintion to date 1|6
Bicotrio Fane, Ligl ——=| 10| 0] 0
Porty Oharges ~C " L"'”"“ a0 Sraxpanp Wrionms, MEasuris axp Test
Audlbc{“cu 3 g APPLIANCES AT COST | 4577 5| 0
Low
{omktnlfsg(lwmcmmo) g 3 Less—Depreciation to date ... o 4020 01| alel
rinting 3 N 547
'Ioloplmno 310 INSTALTATION  OF ELLCTRIC AND SANITARY
Suberiptions to Sinccinted Chwbers M0 0 Wonks At cosy sl o
ommerco of
(Fhmgu}?zunnml o Less—Depreciation to date 8 wl ol o
Establishment — —l - i
Sundries " Ar_ CoNDITIONING PLANT AT GOST To 3IST
" Droenp 1942 ... . | esaso 0| o
17,82 ;
i 1 Additions during the year at cost a0
PROVISION FOR TAXaTION e 0
e sl o . 2435 | 81 0
. Loss—Depreciation to date .. | osm| 8|1
15,593 | 16 | 11
OrureR FISANORE— Now Royal Exchangé Restaurant at cost ... | 9461 | 1| 0
Lexs—Sales ete. during the year 1] 0] 0
proits for arbitrtion cacn Tooss | 1| 0
engal Flood Rolief T . - 6,
Bengal Central Relief Fund . Les—Deprecintion to date .. .60 || 4 a0 .
- M = 2038 | 6
Curried over w050 | 4 r obmar o Carvied over s [ o 544,343
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
(SECRETARIAYL, DEPARTMENT).
Incorporated ns a Company under section 26 of the Indian Companies Act 1882,
BALANCE SHEET as at 81st December 1943.
Ornen FISANCE-~contid, Re. | Ax| P Ra |An | P, Ru. [Aw| P, R, ‘:\u“ly.
: |
Bronght forward af ofason| of o Brought forwnrd 10
Tax Deduction Afe S~ . D bk 70 CHANBES (ORI~ i
Convirdered good | asgos| o) 0
Incomo Tax 3,006 11 0
Post Offico Suvings Deposit. 447 9 0 . Do by Royal Tixchnge, Cantribution,
e | B1,50 | 4| O ront, and expennes 8867 (10| 0
| — [— 500
* Galeutta Hydruulio Prom Amo fon Bumer-
goney Deposit W | G100[ Of 0 ADVANOES .o - e 228 ) 6008
Deposit for foodstuffs supply 750 | 0f 0 In > > a1 i
MARKET VALUATION— !
Royal Bxchango Deficit 0508 [ 11| 0 i
sz | 3| 0 R, 63,600/- 3% Lonn 1903/05 G Re. 98140 | 62,884 [ 8 | 0
1w, 55,100/ 3% Loon 1951/54 @,y 10030 5|0
4 T, 80,000/~ 4% Loan 1960/70 @ ,, 112:5.0 0
3| o
Tutorest acorned on Invontments .. 6] 0
Onsit AND OTiER BATANCES—
Unused Stampn in hand . Lomzfwe] e
Cash in hand LT T ) .
i TR TR
|
- |
|
Toran Re. L . ) Poran RS we| e -
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BENGAL CHAMBER OR ( 128
(SeerETARTAL COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.,
REVENUI ACCOUNT for the DEPARTMENT).
year ended 31st December 1943.
EXPENDITURE. Re. [as || ows [as)w ' .
{ NCOME, Rs [as| P ws as|p.
To Bstablishment jelo ! ¥ " ;
+» Municipnl Taxes 6 ¢ Mombors® Subseriptions o hessso | o o
» Curront. Repaira [ 4]0 By Momhors? Subseription | "
» Blootrie Fana, Li Lifts "“" "“'"l sa0s | » | ++ Monthly Contributions from the Assaoin-
including cost’of current and w 16,408 | 2] 0 : tions_recognised by |
Less—Recoived for the use of ngllln i wol 3l o the Cln 2asinn | 0| o
s .- . By B "
| 12e 05 | o w o Do do. Licensed Mensurers
" Depmn-“un on Building 8 Dopnrtment. .. | 24000 | 0 0 ’
" on Standard Weights, Mene |
su Mm-d’l‘m"r\plmum 2000 7 6 » Do do. Royal Exchangs .. 6,000 0 o
»w o Do on Air Conditioning Plant. a8 | 8| 9 L
w. Do on Purniture and Fittings | 7520 | 4| 0 W Do do. Indinu Ten Mark
" Do. on New Royal ]‘.‘(elmuu, R Expansion Board | 27006 | 0| 0
aurant. ) .
" - 73 w Do do, Indinn Tea  Licen-
» Tire Insurance . 0 0 sing Committee 906 |1 0 0
»» Contribution co Provident Fund - 9] 0
»» Printing Reports " 2|0 w Do do, Calentta Liners
w Do General ... 0 Conference ... | 15006 | 0| 0
Less—Sundry Receipts 0
— 4 60,907
+» Charges Gonoral 7
» Petty Charges 3 Leea=Bad Debts writher off o w | 8,250 | .
+v Stamps 12 3,657,657 | 0| 0
» Tolegeamn n
3 Book-Bi " 4 ~ s Arbitration Foes .. wo| e L] ae2e2] 0 0
" -«4)vﬂrlum-nl (vnldlex ele. 2
1w Audit Feo of o Fees for Certificates of Origin e | 420 0] 0
" 8!
" re: X 3
1400 O T AR ) 1w Pees for strike Cortificatos ... e e fa | 120f 0f 0
P M 0l 0
»» Stationor, . wl o s Interest on Investmonts und other Sourcos 6,805 12| 4
+» Telephone Charges 20
» Pablications ) X w6 4 Rent of No. 2, Clive Strect—
»+ Commeraial Education Prizes ! 0l o Royal Bxclinngo .. . 1zl o) o
s Medical Attendance . v 0|0 Licensed Mensurers’ Departuiont 0l 0
» Subscription to Aseacinted Ghambers of Messes Blacker & Co. . of o
Gommerco of Indin of o Hotel of 0
1 Legnl Obnrges 0|0 Indinn Jute Mills Associn-
" Provision for Taxativn 4|0 tion Afe Priority Aswdse
% Los on Sale of Foodstuffs . .. 13| 6 tanee Advisory Pancl ... Rs 2,600 0.0
» Pricos Curront, . o w0 Afo Conl Dump W 830000
W Tax under ﬂv-m_nl Finanoe "Act 1950, Afe A, R P, Seetion . 70000
o for 19434 . . ol ol o —] 3500 0
R ! 30800 0| 0
4 Profit on revaluation of Tuvestmen 2: 3624 718
I Deficit for the yenr Carried to Capital
Aceount . w|aserm| 6| 7
Tl R, 5,80,316 7
s LA Bl G R TOTAL RS, wee | e | e [ o 5,850,316 [ 10 | 7
¢ beg to roport, that wo have aadited Uhe forennine .
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Srovatarinl Depctnt wnby m e, St of J1L BURDER, Rk HADDOW,
fd Rovonue Avcount, for the yenr ended o that. date, We uhhlnul all the President. 1L IT. BURN,
information wnd o¥plunutions wo have roquired and subject to the romark that. the T. 8. "L‘\P*'”\"'- Members of the
T ane i e ‘li'"] Foodstufle Tud the Balanco sheet, R, W chLl\G,l u.g ‘1‘,[.}5[;“1".(“‘ Comers of
n such Bulay operly drawa up so s to exhibita trac and Vico-President. 3
gurTeet ¥Iow of Lhe atatu of tho Deparimonty s R AR
ts affairs aceording to the best. of our . )
B\‘{;:x:n;::nm; o the oxplanntions given Lo e, nd 1t showa by the books of the D. 0. FAIRBALRY, W. T. 0. PARKER,
cretary

The Bal | i
Lo Mcu:lml\iss 'f;:p::-‘ﬂ. l;n;cmm Aceount do not include the Accounts of the
Cavourra, } TOVELOCK & LEWIS, 1
The 110 . “Ohartered Accountunts, [ Auditors.
b February 1944, Registered. Accanntante, |

-

|
i



(124 )
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1944-45

President :

Mr. K. W. MeALING,
Messrs: Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.

Vice-President :

MR. R. B. LAGDEN, 0.1.E., M.C.,
Messrs. McLeod & Co., Tud.

Members :

Tar Hon'sre M. J. H. Bumper,
Messts. Jardine Skinner & Co.

Sir Harry Borw,
Tmperial Chemical Industries (India), Ld.

Mr. T. 8. Grapsron:,
* Messrs. Gillanders Avbuthnot & Co.

Mr. F. C. GUTHRIE,
Messrs. Jameg Tinlay & Co., Ld.

Sir ReNwick Happow,
Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.

S1r GLorar Monrox, 0.B.E., M.Q.,

Messrs. Bird & Co. and T. vy, Teilgers & Co.

Mr. W. T. C. Parxer,
Lloyds Bank L,

MEMBERS
OF THE

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber Members.

Air Conditioning Corporation, Ld.

Allahabad Bank, L.d. (Calcuita Branch).
Allen & Hanburys, Ld.

Allen Berry & Co., Ld.

Albert David, Ltd.

Alominium Manufacturing Co., Ld.
Anderson, Wright & Co.

Apcar & Co.

T. 8. Apcar & Co.

Aebestos Cement, Ld.

Assam 0l Co., Ld.

Railways & Trading Co., Td.

ed British Machine Tool Makere, Ld.
Associated Cement Companies, Ld.
Associated Electrical Indv (India), Ld.
Associated Instrument Manufaciures (Workshops), Id.
Atlantis (Tast), Tud.

G. Atherton & Co. (Tastern), Ld.
Automatic Telephone & Tlectric Co., Ld.
W. & T. Avery, Ld.

Babeock & Wilcox, Tad.

Ballardie, Thompson & Matthews.

Balmer, Lawrie & Co., T.d.

Bink of India, T.d.

Barry & Co.

Becker, Gray & Co. (1930), Tud.

Begg, Dimlop & Co., Tud.

Tengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, Td.

Agent & General Manager. Bengal-Nagpur Railway Co., Ld.

Bird & Co.

Birkmyre Brothers.

Bitumen -Fmulsions (Tndia), T.d.
Blacker & Co.

Blackwood, Bryson & Co., T.d.
Bombay Co., Tud.

Boots Pure Drug Co., T.d.

W. H. Brady & Co., Td.
Braithwaite & Co. (Tndia), T.d.
Britannia Bisenit Co., Tid.
British India Steam Navigation Co., Ld.

T ——



British Insulated Cables, Ld.

British Overseas Airways Corporation.

Brooke, Bond India, Ld.

Burma 0il Co. (India Trading), Ld.

Burmah-Shell Oil Storage & Distributing Co, of India, Ld.
Burn & Co., L.

Caleutta Blectric Supply Corporation, Tud.
Caleutta Port Commissioners.

Caleutta Tramways Co., Td.

Caledonian Insurance Co.

Caledonian Printing Co., T.d.

Callender’s Cable & Construction Co., Td.
Carritt, Movan & Co.

Central Agency, Ld.

Chartered Bank of India, Australia & China.
Chlovide Tilectrical Storage Co. (India), Id.
8. C. Chunder & Co.

Henry. 8. Cluk & Co.

Commercial Union Assurance Co., T.d.
Thomas Cook & Son.

Cox & Kings (Agents), Td.

W. S. Cresswell & Co.

S. Curlender & Co.

Cutler, Palmer & Co.

Joln Dickinson & Co., T.d.

Don, Wateon & Co., Td.

Dorman, Liong & Co., T.d.

Louis Dreyfus & Co., T.d.

W. T. Ducat & Co.

Thomas Duff & Co., T.d.

7. C. Doffus & Co., Ld.

Dunean Brothers & Co., T.d.

'IT')]mﬂf(v‘p Rubber Co. (India), L.
he General Manager, Tiast i ilway.

Tartem ponTan ast Tndian Railway.

The General Manager, Bengal &

Lionel Rdwards, T.d.

Lnglish Tlectric Co., Td.

B. N. Blias & Co., T.d.

Sir David Tzra.

Assam Railway.,

A W. Tiggis & Co.

James. Finly & Co., T.d.

A. Torbes & Co., T.d.

Ford, Rhodes, Thornton & Co.
H. J. Foster & Co., Id,

Ganges Rope Co., ILd.

Garden Reach Workshops, Ld.
The Gas Accumulator Co, (India), Iid.
General leciric Co. (India), Ld.
G. A. Georgiadi & Co.

D. Gestetner (India), Tid.
Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.
Gladstone, Wyllie & Co.

Glenfield & Kennedy, Ld.
Godlrey, Phillips (India), T.d.
Grabams Trading Co. (India), Ld.
Gramophone Co., T.d.

Grindlay & Co.

Guest, Keen, Williams, T.d.

Hurisons & Crosfield, Ld.

W. Haworth & Co.

Hazareemmull, Heeralall.

Heatly & Gresham, Ld.

I, W. Heilgers & Co.

Ir. Harley & Co.

George Henderson & Co., Id.

W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ld.

A. & 8. Hemry & Co., Ld.

Alfred Herbert (India), T.d.

Hoare, Miller & Co., T.d.

Holmes, Wilson & Co.

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Covporation,

Hoyle, Robson, Burnelt & Co. (India), I.d.

Tmperial Bank of India.

Imperial Chemical Industries (India), T.d.

Tmperial Tobacco Co. of India, Tid.

Tndia General Navigation & Ry. Co., Tud.

India Rubber, Gutta Purcha & Telegraph Works Co., T.d.
India Tyre & Rubber Co. (India), T.d.

Indian Copper Corp
Indian Malleable Castings, Td.
Me and Alloys Co., Td.
es Co
National Aivways, Td.
Indian Oxygen & Acetylene Co., Ld.
Indian Rubber Manufacturers, I.d.
Innes Watson & Co.

William Jacks & Co., Tud.
Jardine. Menzies & Co.
Jardine, Skinner & Co.
Jessop & Co., Ld.

e e




> ( 128 )

Jewell Filter Co., Ld

Tvan Jones, Ld.

J. D, Jones & Co.

Jost’s Engineering Co., Ld.

Kettlewell, Bullen & Co., Ld.
Keymer, Bagshawe & Co., Ld.
D. J. Keymer & Co., Ld,
Kilburn & Co.

King Brothers,

Landale & Clark, Ld.
Landale & Morgan.

Latex Treatments, Ld.
Prawn Kissen Law & Co.
Lever Brothers (India), Id.
Tewis & Tylor, Lad.
Lipton, Ld.

Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Co., T.d.

Lloyds Bank, Ld.

London & L1nc1sl1uc Tive Insurance Co., Lid.
TLongmans, Green & Co.

Lovelock & Lewes.

James Luke & Sons.

Liyall Marshall & Co.

Lyoqs. (Tndia), T.d.

Macfarlane & Co., Ld.
Mackenzie Lyall & Co.
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co,
Mackintosh, Burn, I.d.
Macneill & Co.

. & J. Main & Co., Ld.
A. M. Mair & Co.
Manton & Co.
Marshall Sons & Co. (Tndin), T.d.
Martin & Co.
Martin & Harris.
Mather & Platt, Ld.
May & Baker (India), Ld.
McGregor & Balfour, Tad.
McLeod & Co.
MecLeod & Co., Td.
Mercantile Bank of India, T.d.
Metal Box Co. of India, Td.
D. T.. Millar & Co., Td.
Mollere. (India), Ld.
Moran & Co., T.d,

Morgan, Walker & Co.
Mytton, Wallace & Co.

National Bank of India, Ld.

New Zealand Insurance Co., Ld.

Normans, Ross & Co.

North British & Mercantile Imunmce Co., Ld.
Northern Assurance Co.,

J. B. Norton & Sons, Ld

Stanley Oakes & Co.

Ocean Accident & Guarantee Corporation, L.
Oriental Gas Co., Id.

Orr, Dignam & Co.

F. ® C. Osler, Ld.

Oudh & Tirhut Railway.

Parry & Co., Ld.

John Paterson & Co. (Indin), Ld.

Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co.
Pigott, Chapman & Co.

. Pinchin. Johnson & Co., Ld.

Place, Siddons & Gongh

Planters’ Stores & Agency Company, Ld.
Plummer Brothers & Co.

Price, Waterhouse, Peat & Co.

Ralli Brothers, 1.d.

Ramdutt, Ramkissendass.

Reed, Ward & Co.

Rivers Steam Navigation Co Ld.
Roberts, Mclean & Co.

Royal Exchange Assumnce Cmpomuon
Royal Tnswance Co., Ld.

Sandersons & Morgans.

David Sassoon & Co., Ld.

M. A. Sassoon & Sons, Ld.

Saxby & Farmer (Indin), Ld.

Scott & Saxby, Ld.

Scottish Union & National Insurance Co.
Ramchand Seal & Co.

Sewaram, Kaluram.

Shalimar Paint, Colour & Varnish Co., Ld.
Shaw, Wallace & Co. .
A. J. Shellim & Co.

Shimwell & Brother (Caleutta), Ld.

R. 8im & Co., Ld.

Sincleir & Co.
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Binclair, Murray & Co., Ld.
Smith, Stanistreet & Co., Ld.
South British Insurance Co., Ld.
Spencer & Co., Ld.

Standard Brands, Ld.

Standard Life Assurance Co., Ld.
The Statesman, Ld.

Steel Brothers & Co., Ld.
Octavius Steel & Co., Ld.

R. Stee! & Co., Ld.

Stewarts & Lloyds of India, Ld.
J. Stone & Co., Ld.

Talbot & Co.

W. H. Turgett & Co., (Capital),

Tata Iron & Steel Co., Ld.

J. Thomas & Co.

John Thomson Wolverhampton (India), Ld.
T. E. Thomson & Co., Ld.

Turner, Morrison & Co., Ld.

Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ld.

Valvoline Qil Co.
Villiers, Ld.

C. C. Wakefield & Co., Ld.

D. Waldie & Co.

‘Walford Transport, Ld.

W. J. Walker & Co.

Wigging Teape and Alex Pirie (Export), Ld.
Williamson, Magor & Co.
‘Worthington-Simpson, Ld.

Andrew Yule & Co.
Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.

Associate Members.
Armco {India), Id.
Bata Shoe Co., Td.
Caltex (India), Ld.
]Q]egg, Cruickshank & Co., Ld.
ast Asiatic Co., Ld. (Caleutta A
Trench Motor Car o, La. 0" Y"
G. & M. Fogt.
Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co. (Indi
Ludlow Jute Co., L. - ndi), L.
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Nationai Carbon Co. (India), Ld.

Nederland Steam Navigation Co.

Nederlandisch Indisch Handelsbank.

Nestle and Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk (Bxport) Co., Tud.
Netherlands Trading Society.

8. K. F. Ball Bearing Co., Ld.

Standard- Vacuum Oil Co.

Volkart Brothers.

Wastern India Match Co., Ld.

Honorary Member.
Mr. George Morgan, C.LE., M.L.A.
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CHAMBER RULINGS. -

INDEX.
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Inward Freight—definition of '
Jute Marks—value of
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Port limits—definition of
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aceepted

-Party Holidays in relation to mercantile

1)

CHAMBER RULINGS.
1

When two-thirds of a ship's inward freight was payable at
Liome and one-third in Calcutta, it was held that *‘inward freight"
meant “‘the freight collected in Caleutta’.

2

There being nothing to the contrary in the Charter-Party, lay-
days will count while a vessel is in the stream, provided she is ready
and able to work, and boats can lic alongside and deal with cargo
in safety.

If a vessel enters at n Custom Ilouse before 12 noon on, say,
the 1st of a month lay-days commence 24 hours nfter notice of readi.
ness is given. If she enters after 12 noon then lay-days commence
on the morning of the 8rd.

Nolico of readiness before inward entry of a vessel at the
Custom House is not a proper notice.

Nore :—This ruling docs not apply to coal charters.

3

An agent should return to his coustituents any discounts
allowed on insurance.
4

“Running days" meane every day without exception or
exclusion.

“'Working days” exclude Sundays, Christmas Day, Good
Triday and such gazetted public holidays as may be declared by the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce as holidays recognised by the Cham-
ber under Charter Partics and Shipping Orders.

‘‘Weather working days’: The Commitice of the Chambor
will, in consultation with the Collector of Customs, decide what may
or may not bo considered o weather working day.

After a vessel goes on demurrage, all time counts.

Norg :—Holidays are now declared in December of each year by
the Chamber, as under Shipping Orders and Cnartey
Parties according to the custom of the port.

Thero is no custom of the port which wounld make warehousing
ut the jetties o shipment according to the custom of the port.

]
New rules of business.--The limits of the Port of Calcutta
having been extended by a Notification of the Government of
Bengal, dated 24th Junc 1886, which came into force on the 10th

- July 1886 so as to include within these limits the new petroleum

depdt at Budge-Budge, it has become necessary to frame a rule of
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business which shall meet the special circumstances which havo
made this extension of the Port necessary.

The following rule, which has met with almost wnanimons
support, is recommended by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce for general adoption :—

““Unless specified in the Charter-Party or.Shipping Orders,
steamers or sailing vessels cannot demand of the consignee to take
delivery of, or fill up cargo, except within the limits of the Port,
as set forth in the Notification of the 18th August 1879 of the
Government of Bengal”.

7

So long as o ship is ready to take in the stipulated quantity of
cargo continuously, she is in position to give nofice of being ready
for outward cargo, no matter if a ship had still a portion of her
inward cargo on board.

8

salt weighments. Tt weighs 822
9
Sh.xpmcnts at Diamond Harbour.—In cases where, for mutual
convenience arrangements are made to put earzo on hoard vessels at
g:f;‘mnnﬂ‘ Hnrbou]r 0{ :wlehvcen Caleutta and Diamond Harbour,
ipments so made shall he deemed tn be, and sha
as Caleutta Shipment. bor anf shall be nccepted,
[Nm.—Thig rule iz not believed to be binding on the other side
without express arrangement to that effect.]

10

Value of Jute Marks.—TIn a suit (No. o i
e X 0. 270 of 1892) tried by
Mr, Justice Travelvan on 18th Jannary 1893, for dnmnrf:ees 0;1,
ir;'lclﬁx:utf 7:;1 the non-acceptance of 1,000 hales jute a q"csﬁon’-of the
e of o e jute mark was raised—on {his point the Judge said :—
It was suggested on behalf of the plaintiffs that it

W te 5 & s that. if the hales
“:}ere m.’\l]].\eﬂ (mark given) and contained jute enftings
X xtmytc ,lsf..tlmy would be enfficient to satisfy the
‘contract, This wonh]khe true if the expression—Jute
T atk given) has no meaning in the
market. Tf on the other lmnd“ it has nn“v’ enck
'.Ez?ir:':\gulgenf t:;e r»]!mn(iﬂs must, under the terms of

" 3 of the Indian Contract Act; be taken
guarantecing that the soods ey lied + to what is
) commercially known by {hat Ho;;:};p’ﬁf)n?‘;f'c et
?;;mrr;fllla of the Tndian Contract Act, TX of 1872, is as under :
o7 i;:nzg?lods are sold as being of a cortain denomination.
plied warranty that they qre such goods as are oomi

The Indian Maund only is nsed by the Customs authorities for *
8.

(18)

mercially known by that denomination, although the buyer may
nhave bought by sample, or after inspection of the bulk.

Ezxplanation.—But if the contract specifically states that the
yoods, though sold as of a ccrtain denomination, are not warranted
{o be of that denomination, there is no implied warranty.

The Committee understand, as the invariable custom of the
jute trade, that a certain mark carries with it, unless specifically
contracted for otherwise, a certain guarantee of quality with a
reasonuble divergence ruled by crop and period of delivery.

u

Gencral liability of Brokers.—A reference baving been made
by the Indian Jute Manufacturers’ Association “‘on the general
question of the liability of Brokers,” the Commitlee replied—""In
their opinion a broker is liable to his principals for consequences

if he does not deliver identical contracts’.
12

Sundays and Charier-Parly Holidays in relation to Mercantile
Contracts.—Goods falling due for delivery on Sunday or on a
Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday, must be delivered on the day
previous to the Sunday or the Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday,
as the case may be. 3

I

Steamers' Lay-days under Coal Charler—

(1) A steamer’s lay-days commence at 6 A.). on the working
day next following the day before 12 noon of which
notice of readiness to Joad has been given. But notice
cannot be given until the vessel is (a) entered outwards
at the Custom House, and (b) until she is within the
limits® of the Port as defined in the amended Notifica.
tion No. 18-Marine of 22nd Japuary 1921 of the Gov-
ernment of Bengal.

*On the North.—A line drawn duc cast ncross the river Hooghly from o pillar at
the southern boundary of Messra. D. Waldie and Company'a
Chermical Works and Distillery at Konnagar in_the District of
Tlooghly cn the right bank of the river to o pillar on tho left
bank of the river near Panihati in the District of the 24
Parganas.

On the South,—A line drawn from s masonry pillar placed at the mouth of the
Budge-Budge khal to o pillar on tho right bank (Howrah side)
of the river Hooghly bearing north-west of the first named pillar,

The Timits of the Dort included fo the cast and wost of the river Hooghly (a) so
much of the river Hooghly and the shores thereof ns are within 50 yards ‘of ].Iiﬁ'.l
water tark at epring tides; (b) all lands comprised in the ares occupied by the

Kidderpore Decks and the adjoining works constructed for the purposes of such

docks (c) that portion of Tolly's Nala which lies between Hastings Bridge and the

entranco {o the Kidderpore Dock Canal; (4) o much of Tolly's Nala ns lice to the

West of u line drawn ncross the Nala 25-feet to the west of Hastings Bridge, and ()

tho etrolenm Depot at Budgo-Budge including all Jands, sheds, reilway sidings ond

othor works spportaining to 1.
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@ Iiuill a lay-day shall be counted, when loading 18’ complet-
ed by mid-duy. Sbould work bho carried on aftet
mid-day, a whole duy shall be counted:

14

Rale of czchange for payment of ocean freights, 3mlzmers’ hire
and demurrage.—All ocean freight and all steamers’ hire payable
in Caleutta shall, unless otherwise arranged, be calculated at the
rate of exchange for demand drafts as certified daily by the Associat-
¢d Exchange Banks and posted at 11 .. in the Royal Exchange.

In the case of outward bills of luding the rate shall be that
current on the date of shipment and ascertained by the date of the
mate's receipts ; and, when there is more than one m:\te:s receipt for
one consignment, the date of the last mate’s receipt shall be
considered as the date of shipment for the whole consignment,

In the case of inward bills of lading the rate shall be that
current on the day on which payment of freight is made.

In the case of time chartered steamers the rate shall be that
current on the day on which hire is payable according to the terms
of the Charter-Party.

Demurrage which is paid in aterling shall be puid in rupees
at the rate of the day for demand bills.

In the case of claims on import cargo the rato shall be that
current on the day on which the steamer, in respect of which the
claim is wade, enters the port of Caleutta.

In the event of any of the above dates falling on a day on
which no rate is posted the rate shall be that current on the last
previous date of posting.

15

Discharge of salt. steamers at Calcutta : Usual discharging
moorings,—The term *‘usual discharging moorings’ when used in
a Charter Party does not restrict the discharging berths to those
moorings known as the “‘Calcutta Moorings™.
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CONVERSION OF STERLING FREIGHT INTO
: INDIAN CURRENCY.

The following Resolutions were adopled at a General Meeling
of the Chamber, held on the 17th January 1882.

That the resolutions adopled, 31st May 1876, respecting con-
version into Indian currency of sterling freight and commission
thereon be hereby rescinded and that the following Resolution be
substituted in their stead with immediate effect, viz. :—

1. “That in the absence of any stipulation to the contrary,
sterling freight payable in Caleutta, including differences of freight
adjusted in Caleutta, and all commission on sterling freight made
payable at Calcutta or there brought into account, shall be reduced
into Indian woney at the rate of exchange for Bank Bills on London
on demand which shall have been current on the mail day next pre-
ceding the day when the amount to be dealt with shall be ascertained.

2. “That, in the absence of anything to the contrary ex-
pressed, the words ‘current rate of exchange’ shall be held to mean
the rate current for Bank Bills on T.ondon payable on demand.”

3. "“That, for the purposes of charging commission or adjust-
ing differences, [reight expressed in dollars (Arerican) shall be con-
verted into sterling at a uniform rate of fifty pence per dollar.”
H. W. 1. WOOD,
Secretary.
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES. 18, On engaging Asintio Emigeants for n ship to the Mauritius,
. N the West Tndies or elowhore, upon tho gross amount of
Revised and adopted by a Special General Jlulnfg of the Bengal (J:umlro' of earnings . 5 per cent.
Commerce held on the 26th Februayy 1892, with efect from thut date, )
o Bullion. Gald D 10. On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or clsewhere,
1. On the sale, purchase or shipient of Bullion, Geld Dust, on the gross amount of passage monoy for rank and
or Coin - « 1 percent, file ... . »
2. On the purchaso {when in funds) or mle of Raw Silk, Silk N 20. On roalising inward freight, inward troop, emigrant, or cabin
piece-goods, Opium, Pearls, Precious Stones or Jewellery ... 23 passage monoy 2k
3 On the purchasing ditto when funds are provided by the 2. On landing aud reshipping goods from any vossal in dise
Agents - -5 = tross, or on landing and selling by suction damaged goods
4. On the sale or purchnse of all other goods, the Commission in from any such vessel, and neting ns Agent for the Mnster
oll coses to bo charged upon the gross amaunt of sales, on bebalf of all concorned—on the deolared value of all
and in regard to purchases upon both cost and charges [ such goods as may bo re-shipped, and on the net proceeds
6. On returns of consignments if made in produce 2 of all such goods as may be publicly sold w1y to b ”
6. On returns of consignments if in Bills, Bullion, or Treasnre ... 1 " 1 If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk or Piece-goods e 13 to 2 0y,
T . . 0T Preoi s ar Jewellery o 1.,
7. On acoepting Bills agaiust consignments ... . . rensuro, Precious Stones or Jewellery !
| 22 Oo effeoting i 0w v . O .
8. On tho sale or purchaso of ships, factories, houses, lands, and i 1 effeoting insuraneo. whother on lives or property d
all property of like dese o On settling insurance cliims. losses and- averages of wll clnsses,
9. On goods and treasure consigned and all other property of and on prootring returns of premiam - O B
any description referred to agency for sale, whether ad- 24, On drawing, purchasing, selling or negotinting Bills of
vanced upon o otherwise, which shall afterwards le Exohange . 1,
N . . .
withdrawn; and on goods consigned for conditional deli- On debts or other claims when & process at law or arbitiation
very to others and so delivered on invoice amount at is incurred in olaiming them . - w2
2. per rupee . .- e A eom, Or if rocovered by such menus 5.
10. aking ndv fng . -
On making ndvances or procuring loans of moncy for com 26, On Bills of Exchange returned dishanoured P T
mercinl purchases, when the aggregate commission does not
exceed 5 per cent. . 2} per cent 27. On collecting house-rent - %
11, On ordering or receiving and dolivering goods or superintending 28, On ships’ disbursoments - . 2
the fulfilment of contracts, or on the shipment of goods, 20, On realising Bottomry Bonde or negotinting any loan on
e o where noothcr;?mmimio;\ is derived -, ] vespondentia .. . -
. On guarantecing Billa, Bonds or other engagements and on i
N N L8 3 ing lotters of Credit ... w1 "
becoming security for ndministration of Bstates, or to 0. O granting fetters of Credi N
Government for the dishursement of public money L9, 31, On sale or purchase of Government Scourities and Bank or
13, On del credere, or gunrantecing the due realistion of sules 2 " ather Joint Stock Shares and on every exchauge or transfer,
14. On tho management of Estates for Exccntors or Admin ot by purchase, from one cluss to auother .. 3.
trators . 2 32, Ou delivering up Government Seourities and Bunk or other
15, On chartering ships or engaging tonnnge for constituonts for Juint Stock Shares on the market vahio - b
vesscls to proceed to outports for loading -2, 33, On o)l amounts dobited and credited within the year (less the
16, On advertising ns tho Agents for Owners or Commandora of ce brought farward) upon which no commission anount-
nl\lm:‘ for <;n||m passengers, on the amount of passage money, ing to 5 per cout.” has been charged O
whether the same shall pas
or not me shall pass through the Agents hands £~ Brokerage when paid is to e sepavately charped.
R ) . o 5. B J CLARKE,
17 ght for i 3 om LR g
7 Ollglmc:lrmg freight for o whip by Shipping  Ocder g L Seerstars.
m::;]:’: Lonon procuring. employment for n ship on
.y Dire or acting a3 Agents for Owners, Captains
or Charterara of vessel, upon the gross mount of fc1 N
brokerage inclusiy - 1t of freight
-l oy, -




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
L1CENSED MEASURERS DEPARTMENT.

RoyaL EXOHANGE,

Calcutta, 9th February 1944.
To
TaE PRESIDENT AND THE COMMITIEE,
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
‘GENTLEMEN, .

We have the honour to submit owr report on the working of
the Licensel Measurers Department for the year which ended on
81st December 1943, and to ask you to be so good as to appoint
o new Committee of Management of the Department for the ensuing
year.

Mr, L. W. Balcombe of Mesers. Turner Morrison & Co., Ld.,
tinued as our Chai hroughout the year, the other members

being— X
Mr. J. Aitken of Messrs. James Finlay & Co., Ltd.
»» L. H. Fleming of Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co., Ltd.
s A. H. Ford of Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.
1 G. A. Hogg of Messrs. George Henderson & Co., Litd.
» E. Lyne of Messrs. Hoare Milley & Co., Ltd.

and- ,, T. L. Swales of Messrs. Ralli Brothers, Litd.

The Revenue, Profit and Loss Accounts, and Balance Sheet
for the year 1948 show the following
results, Revenue earned on measure-
mentg chows an increase of Rs. 1,560-3-0, revenue earned - on
weighmentg an increase of Re. 26,390-8-0. Tees show an increase

of Rs. 9,728-10-0 and Sundry charges an increase of Rs, 9,180-2-0.
The total increase therefore ie Rs, 46,859-2-0.

TFinance,

Txpenditure for the year was Rs, 7,70,200-13-9 which is an
increase of Rs. 36,09%3-10 over ihe year 1942. Revenue for the
year was Rs. 7,69,186-100, au increase of R, 46,859-2-0. The
Revenue and Expenditure Account,
loss of Rs, 1,014-89,

for the year therefore shows a

14 )

Tnterest on Scourities and refund of Tncome-tax due amounts
to Rs. 23,027-83-0. After deducting Rs. 1,014-3-9 being loss on
Revenue and Expenditure Account, Rs, 300/- for depreciation on
Departmental Transport, there remains a balance of Rs, 21,712-15-3.
"This amount has been credited to Cupifal Account ae heing the net
profit for the year 1943.

Holding at 31at Dec. 1942,

Holding at 31st Dee, 1943,

Market

GENERAL ACCOUKT. Face Value. Value.

| Face Valuo.

{

Market
Value,

|
{
I
|
7

B oan] Reooar| Re ael  Re an
!Tyenty Shures in tho Imperial |
{ Bank of Indin (Partly paid) .| 260000 808000 26000 1006000
Tive Bhares in tho Kesorve Bank |
[ “of Indin .. . s 51780 50000 63000
345 | Govornment of Indin Loan 1047-50 | 2,30,000 0 0| 258,030 0 0| 230,000 0 0 237,702 § 0
837 | Rangoon Municipal Loun 1066.76... | 2/01300 0 0| 201,300 0 0| 2.01.300 0 0 21,400 0 0
6 % ' Income Tax Free Loan 1945.55 1,00,000 0 0/ 1,08.750 0 0, 1,00,000 0 0 1,05,750 0 0
34 New Hownsh Jrklge Loan 196665 | 10,000 0 | 0,700 0.6, 10060 0.6, 010 0 0
|
Holding ot 30th Juno 1042, Holding at 30th June 1043,
Market ! M
» Market r, nrkat
Provipest Foxo Accorvr. | aco Value | Y2500 | puogne, | Marbo
Raoar| Beoan| ke oaw| Reo oan
4 7 | Cnlcuttn Manioipnl Dobontures ..\ 8,000 00 0,03312 0 -
4 7 | Calcutta Port Trust Dobentures ... 44,500 0 0l 44.626 4 0, 6,000 0 0
4 % | Bombay Municipal Debentures 7,000 00| 7,420 0 0! 7,605 0 0
4 7 | Punjub Government, Bonds 1048 ... 80,100 0 0] 81,4010 0 83.80410 0
4 % | Government of Indin Loan 196070 | 9,42.800 0 0] 9.99.368 0 0| 1041794 0 ¢
44% | Govornmont of Indin Loun 1935.60 | 30,000 0 0 ~2.002 8 0 34,350 0 0
3 % | Govornment of India Loan 1063 65 83,600 0 0 76,208 2 0 1.60,030 8 0
347 | Govornment of Indin Lonn 1047.50 95.200 0 0f 96,747 0.0 8770 0 0
3 % | Defence Bonds 1946 ... 50,000 0 0/ 50,875 0 0] 51.46812 0
8% | Governmant'of Tndin Lo 106065 | 45000 0 0 42077 8 0 43,908 12 0

The Accounts of the Provident Fund of the Department closed
ae on 8lst December 1942 and 30th June 1943 showed a surplus
of Rs. 76,884-8-1 and Rs. 80,562-2-4 cquivalent to Rs. 5-4-8% and
Rs. 1-16-2% respectively. The Assets d to Rs. 15,75,288-6-5
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16,33

and Rs. 337-13-7 as on 3lst December 1942 and 30th June
1943 respectively. The Trustees of the Trund were our Chairman
Mz, L. W. Balcombe and Mr. J. Aitken.

After very careful consideration we decided fo revise the basic
r‘:ntes ¢harged by the Department since
its inception in 1883, and at the same
time to reduce very appreciably the Surlax on rates of 502% in force
tlu'oughont the year 1043. The |esult of our delibcrations was
submitied ta, and approved by, you.

Rates & Oharges.

The former schedule of charges, namely -/2/6 per ton with
50% Surtax has {heréfore been amended, as from tlie st of January
1944, to -/38/6 I‘JEl ton and 71% Swurtax; the over-all resnlf being
the infinitesimal increase of 18 pies per ton. The Department is
being administered on the most economical lines, and we have
continued to give (he finaneial position our carefnl and ecritical
attention,

The number of packages measured during the year shows an
increase of 8,71,582 over the previous

- Wosking of the Departmeat oy,

rons The main inereases have been
in Tea and Bag Cargo. The decrenses

were in J\ltc Gunnies, Hemp and Shellac.

Total for | Total for | Total for
calendar | calondar | Culendar | Tuorense, | Deoronse.
year 1041, | yoar 1942, | year 1043,
Phgs.
Jute 15,806,085 9,82,717 3,80.520
Hemp 1,61,576 75,374 27, G“‘
Tobacco 1,652
Cotton
Gotta nii
(%xmmu ]\l lﬂ lll i
Ton " 104 | 044,007
Shellns " 52 |
Hidos & Skins " 85 |
Porishnblen . e o
Hardwaro " san8 | ygen !
. " 25
Bag Cargo - .. “ 64,764 1730061 108,242
undries I 2964651 Gi3e12 i 17447
otan ., 64,02,661 i 58,19,731 ‘ 61,901,316 |

Inemmm =

7,582,
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The number of packages weighed shows an increase of 381,484
over the figure for the previous year.

The principal inercases occurred in
Tea and Sundvies, and the decreases in Jute, Gimnies and Shellae.

Weighment.

liden
Perish
Hardware

arthenware

Bag Ca
Sundri

Torar

o
& Skins

nbles

o
T O

|

Total for
culendnr
your 1941, |

9
17,37,
I

I |_7?07|—;

Total for
calondar
yenr 1942,

|

Iuerease, | Deorense,

“Total for
Calendar
yeur 1943

-

1,66,554

“ii'sos |
341

Incrense = 31,484,

The average measurements of Jule, Jute Cuttings and Rejec-

Jute Aversgo Measuremonts.

under, together with fignres since 1936-37.

tions obtained by ihe Department from
various Presshouses is

shewn here-

Srasox,

—June,

1936 1937
1937-1938
1938-1939
1939-1940
July to Dec, 1940...
Calendar year 1941
1942

» »

1943

” »

Total balea
measured,

47,96,767

10,58,091

Average
measuro-
ment.
Tt. Tn,
52 951
52 306
51 877
51 1047
52 641
52 11'34
54 2:82
53 847

Largest
avorago of «
TORR, I

Swuallest
avernge of
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The strength of the Staff ag at 3lst Decembei 1943 is given ’

here {ogether with the strength during

Sl the past 6 years.
Year
July-June.

1936-37 o 99,
1937-38 . 100.
1938-39 - 105,
1939-40 . 115,
Calendar Year 1941 s 115,
' » 1942 w85,
5 1943 .. 83,

The Staff as on 31st December 1943 consisted of 1 Superinten-
dent (Mr. G. C. Gee Smyth), 2 Assistant Superintendents (Mr, B.
Perry and Mr. S. J. Warwick), 1 Head Office Manager (Mr. F. W,
Kendall), 76 Inspectors and Measuring Officere, and 8 Scalewrights.
Other memberg of the Stafl absent. on Active Service are 1 Assistant
Superintendent (Commander J. B. T. Henfrey, R.LN.R) and 21
Officers.

Our thanks are due to Dr. W. E. Fetherstonhaugh and Lit.-Col.
Shorten, 1.3.8. (Retd.) for the care
s and attention which they extended to
the Measuring Staff throughout the year. To Dr. 8. N. Ghoee and
Dr. 8. K. Ghose also, our thankg are due for their attention to the
Indian Staff.

Medical Officers.

We are,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servants,

L. W. Bawcoynr, Chairman.
J. Airren,
L. H. Freyina,
A. H. Torp,

"G, A Hoao, Members,
L. Lyne,
T. L. Swarzs,

{
|
|
]

ROYAL EXCHANGE, CALOUTTA.

Report of the Committee for the year. cnded
81st. December 1943.

T'HE PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE,
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

GENTLEMEN,

We have the honour to submit, in accordance with the
provisions of rule 7 of the-Rules of the Royal Exchange, a report
on the working of the Bxchange for the past year.

As a meneure of paper economy, we have again decided to issue
the annual report of the Royal Exchange this year in its present
form, with the omission of the following appendices copies of which
however can be supplied to or inspected by any interested member
at the Exchange on application to the Secretary :—

(1) List of members as on 81st December 1943.
2) Royal Exchange : Rules and Bye-laws.
As already announced—in Circular No. 6-R.E.—the following
gentlemen have been elected to form the Committee of Management
for the year 1944-45 :—
The President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce ex-officio.

The Vice-President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
eg-officio.




( 146 )
Mz. R. ArAxig (Merchant) ... Messrs. B, N. Blias & Co., Ld.

5 B. C. A, Mies

(Bxchange Broker) ,,  Thos, Seth Apcar & Co.

,» C. H. Hrare

(Stock Broker) ,,  Place Siddons & Gough.

5 V. W. Murray

(Treight Broker) ,» Blacker & Co.

,, W. T. C. PARKER
(Banker) Lloyds Bank Ld.

5 R. W. PLuMMER
(Merchant) Messrs, Plummer Bros. & Co.

J. L. RUTHVEN

(Produce Broker) ,»  Landale & Morgan.

During the year under review one firm member resigned. At
the end. of the year there were upon the Exchange Membership
Register 109 firms and 8 individual membere.

The Exchange Restaurant has been well patronised during the
year by the staffs of member firms of the Exchange, the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce and, of the organisations connected with
the Chamber. It continues to provide a useful amenity to the
business community under conditions of petrol and food rationing.
Owing to the high cost of foodstuffs and service, we felt justified
in sanctioning a further increase of four annas further in the
luncheon charges, as from the 19th October 1048. The current
charges are therefore Rs. 2/4/- for an “office lunch” (8 courses and
coffee) and Rs, 2/12/- for the full menu,

We submil a balance sheet and revenue account for the year
ended the 21st December 1943, audited by Messrs, Tovelock &
Lewes, Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. The
revenue account again shows a deficit of Rs. 9,508 on the year's
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working. This amount has been transferred to the Bengal Chamber
of Commerca contribution account.

The comperative figures of income and-expenditure in 1942 and
1943 are given below :—

1942 1943
Re. .
Tncome— o R,
Subaeriptions "
Bhtranor Foes 25401

25461 25,100

Dopenditure :—
Rent 12,

Contribution (6 Chamber 500 e
-tablichment . 8576 10,204
Newspapera 1403 1394
“ubacription low aule of Tiokots 18 152
Membera .. 71 125
326 "
177 52
Fans, Lightn and Life o a0 som

hargoy loss admiesion fors to Tndinn Broker's 3 N

Foom

Deprecintion on Farniture %g b
Restaurant Liconse and Bxaiso Toxes 100 100

Doficit travaferred to Chumbor

25461 25,100

We are, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servants,
J. H. BuRbER, President.
K. W. MEALING, Vice-President,
R. ARAKIE
E. C. A. Mes
C. H. Hrarn
V. W. Murray
W. T. C. Parker
R. W. Pruamer
J. L. Ruraven

Mewbers.

D. C. FAIRBAIRN,

Secretary.

Carourra, 16th February 1941,
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. . CHANGE, CALCUTTA.
- ) ROYAL EX-
year ended 31st December, 1943,
REVENUE ACCOUNT for the .
— ] INCOME. I Re. Re. |as)P.
EXPENDITURE. Re [ae|P | Be fAs| P |
. By Sunscriprions 25100 01 0
To MonTius CoNTRIDUTION ToTHE BENAL §
CHAMBER OF CONMERCE ... - 6000 0| 0 . Admitsion Feot ... 6| o] o
b NEW: 1,303 | I + Bongnl Chamber of Commeroe, Contribution |
1+ Books AND NEwsparrns 0| o ngnl Cha o san 1] 0
11 BTaTIONERY wil1fo .
W PRINTING s2(13] 0
»» Buzorric Faxs, Lionts & LiFrs, 710, ... 3000{ 0f 0
1+ ESTARLISHSENT 10204 [ 8| 0
» RENT 12000 o] 0 A
»» Teteenoxs CRasos | |2l o
Less—Sale of Tickets LGN N ) “
2 2] 20
,» PerTs Cilaners 130 1] 0
1 RESTAURANT Licesse - 00| of 0 “ :
1» DEenEciaTioN ox FORNITORE ... 00| o) 0 | i
» Ticxers Ton Mesprns 15| 0| 0 | i (
| !
» Stawrs ... 27| 8| 0 | | |
i
i -
1 P
j |
i i I
i : |
| J
1 H
| ' |
| ' ]
|
. | ,
e ||| [ A
Torar, Rs. | e e e 0 -
\ J. H. BUKDER, D. C. FAIRBAIRN,
Examined and found correct, A Precident. Secretary.
Catcorra, TOVELOCK & LEWES, ) © P W—748—21.2.41— 460
o , Ohartered Accountants, Y Auditors,
The 16th Fcbruary 1044. Registered Acconntnnts, N
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