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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce was held at the Royal Exchange, 2, Clive Street,
Caleutta, on Triday, the 26th Tebruary 1943, at 8 o’clock r.ar.
The Hon. Mr. R. R. Haddow, President of the Chamber, occupied

the chair.

The ollowing weve present : —

Mn. L. A. Crarx

,» D. I Durr
,» H. G. G. Macray

,» T. RooNEy
,, H. JomNson

Sm GEORGE MORTON, 0.B.E.,
M

Mr. A. P. BENTHALL
s+ A. 8. OFFIcER

., iD. J. McInTosE

»» H. Roren

5» G. D. TORRESTER

,, T.Goprey

»» R. MACFARLANE
» A, C. WarkiNs

5, . Woon

.c.

Messrs. Anderson, Wright & Co.

, W.A. M. WALRER, C.B.E., l
M.L.A. j .

Barry & Co.

Begg Dunlop & Co., Ld.
Bengal Telephone Co.,
L

d.

Bird & Co. and Messrs.
F. W. Heilgers & Co.

The British Insulated Cables, Ld.

The Burma Oil Co. (India

Trading), Ld.

The Burmah-Shell Oil Storage &
Distributing Co. of India, Ld.

Caleutta Tramways Co., Ld.

}’l’hc Charlered Banl of India,

Australia & China.

The Chloride Electrical Storage

Co. (India), Ld.




. M. S. CHUNDER
H. F. STACKARD
G. M. GARRIE
M. M. Wayre

J. S. Gramam
T. B. Nnnio

T. T. M. FERGUSON

RopERT MARRIOTT
. L. Squme

T. C. Gurarie
R. L. MANNERS
J. Jones

T. S. GLADSTONE

H. A. Luxe

NEm Bropis

Harry Bury

. E. R. Parx

R. M. Mornisox

J. B. HarpER
8. J. Nawe

» J. H. Burprr
W. W. Hiwron

»» J. W. Rousron

1+ G. J. GarDNER
»» E. H. Grove

Messrs. 8. C. Chunder & Co.

The Commercial Union Assurance
Co., Ld.

}/\lcsws. Thomas Duff & Co., Ld,

»»  Dunecan Brothers & Co.,
. } Ld,

The Dunlop Rubber Co. (Indiay,
Ld.

Last Indian Railway.
Messrs. A. W. Figgis «& Co.
,»  James Finlay & Co., Ld.
., Gillanders Arbuthnot
& Co.
5 W. Haworth & Co.

s Gladstone Wiyllie & Co.
and Lyall Marshall & Co.

Tmperial Chemical Industries
(India), Ld.

India Rubber Guita Percha &
Telegraph Works Co., Ld.

Messrs. Tnnes Watson & Co.

)
o

o

Tvan Jones, Ld.

Jardine Skinner & Co.

Jessop & Co., L.

——

Kettlewell, Bullen & Co.,
'Ld.

Mz. R. B. STEWART

D. W. LoNGAR
J. L. RUTHVEN
A. H. C. RosTRON

H. L. Jackson

R. Seexce

J. Orr
N. R. Luke

A. B. ManieTT
A. K. G. Hoce

W. T.. Gorbox
H. SuEDDEN

C. S. Tavror
A. H. Stve

JAs. STEWART

R. B. LAGDEN, 0.B.E.,
J. C. Niven

B. M. Boyrorn

H. N. Berrs
R. C. CoorEr

D. D. Storrar
. J. Savace
R. Haywoop

L. H. SHARPE

W. J. Younm

Messrs. Landale & Clark, Ld.

., Landale & Morgan.
The Latex Treatments, Ld.

London & Lancashire Insurance
Co., Ld.

Liverpool & London & Globe
Insc. Co., Ld.

Messrs. Lovelock & Lewes.

., James Luke & Sons.

g

Mackinnon, Mackenzie &
0.

Macneill & Co.

A. M. Mair & Co.

., McGregor & Balfour, Ld.

McLeod & Co., Ld.
M.0.

} . D. L. Millar & Co., Ld.

} ., Morgan, Walker & Co.
The National Bank of India, Ld.
Oriental Gas Co., Ld.

Messrs. Pigott Chapman & Co

.. Planters’ Stores &
Agency, Ld.

., Price, Waterhouse, Peat
& Co.




. D. P. GoExga

. A. RayNer Horr

+» GEo. BeNsoN

w H. D. Towsnzn
»  C. R. Hatrmrn

5 J. W. R. STEVEN, M.T.A.
» G. .. 8. Nomax

»» €. K. NioHorn

» H. B. Woursks

w Jas. Swre

» K. W. Meauwe
»» M. D. CuMberoaTen

Mn. R. T, Warxee, c.re.,

1C.8.
S GurARIE RUSSELL, R.C.LE.
MR. Lapmr Prrsmap

» AT, Brws

» M.XK. KirPALANT, 1.c.5,

Sm THOMAS ANscougr C.B.E.

Mz. A. Scnormerp

» C.B. 8. Famwrarasy
MA., O.LE,

By invitation.
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Mr. G. RoraymMorvro

Messrs. Ralli Brothers, Ld.
s Ramdutt Ramlisscndass,

The Royal Bxchange Assuranse

Corporation.

Messrs. David Sassoon & Co., Ld.

: } v Shaw, Wallace & Co.

s R.Sim & Co., Ld.

Standard TLife Assurance Co.
Messrs. Octavius Steel & Co., Ld.
»  W.T. Targett & Co.

(Capital).
» J. Thomas & Co.

Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.

Seerctary, Government of Bengal,
Finance Department.
Director-General, Munitions
Production, Department.
of Supply.
Director, Commercial
Intelligence.
Controller of Supplies
(Bengal Circle).
Jt. Seerctary, Government of
Bengal, Commerce & Labour
Department.
H. M. Senior Trade

Commissioner.

H. M. Trade Commissioner,
Caleutta.

Commissioncr of Police,

(6)

MR. K. 8. Parton o)

American Consula a.
CrayroN LANE o erican Consulate, Calcutt

G. MORGAN, C.LE., M.L.A.

R. T.. Norany Vice-President, Indian Chamber

of Commerce.

BABUTALL SHROFF Chairman, Marwari Association.

The notice convening the meeting having been taken as read,
the PRESIDENT said :—

Gientlemen,—Befitting the times and following the example
of my predecessor a year ago, 1 propose to confine my remarks to
a few of the outstanding questions of the day and to detain you
no longer than is necessary for the transaction of the further
business to be dealt with at this meeting. 1 know you are all
hard-pressed—a_consideration which applies equally to the guests
who have favoured us with their attendance. To them I extend
 most cordial welcome and owr thanks for the interest they are
showing in our affairs and the encouragement their presence here
gives s in our work.

The veport for 1942, which T now present to you, has probably
not been in your hands long enough for you to read it with the
customary care but T can assure you that it conforms to the usual
“blue book™ pattern in so far as it confines itself to a recital of
the business which has come before the Chamber. It may, I think,
claim to give a detailed and satisfactory account—on which T need
ot eluborate—of the work carried out and the progress achieved
during the year.

The accounts, published and lated separately, call for
some comment. You will notice from them that the Licensed
Measurers Department—which has again passed through a diffi-
cult year—has emerged with a small surplus of Rs. 17,700 with the
help of the 20% swrcharge imposed in July 1941. The financial
position of the Secretarial Department is less satisfactory and has
been the eubject of investigation by the Chamber Commitice since
the close of 1942. The deficit for that year, amounting (o
Rs. 87,200, follows on a smaller deficit of Rs. 39,000 for 1941; and
our estimates of income and expenditure for 1943 reveal that, after
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providing for all justifiable economies, we shall be faced with a
further deficit of slightly under Rs. 1 lakh unless steps are taken
to prevent such a situation arising. As you know, the large bulk
of our income comes [rom (a) the secretarial fees, which include
rent etc., paid by -the various Associations and other organisations
connected with the Chamber and (b) Chamber memberhip sub-
seriptions.  Your Committee have recently decided that they must
ask members of the Chamber, and the Associations in question,
to accept a 33}% increase respectively in their rate of membership
subseription, which at present stands at the very moderate figure
of Rs. 800/- per annum, and in the secretarial fees which are
charged to them. The increased expenses, and in some cases the
reduced income, responsible for the deficits I have mentioned, are
entirely attributable to the increased costs which we are all experi-
encing as o vesult of the war. Tt is unnecessary for me to pomt
out that there is of course no object in the Chamber endeavouring
to “‘make money™ : all we are concerned to do is to ensure sufficient
income to cover our expenditure, which I can assure you is kept at
W minimum, and to sec that the incidence of the cost is fairly
distributed among those who benefit from the Chamber organisa-
tion. A Special General Meeting of members will be necessary,
and will shortly be arranged, to effect the necessary amendment in
the Articles of Association of the Chamber.

Gentlemen, much has happened since our last annual meeting
—so much in fact that T only intend, as T have already indicated,
to deal with one or two of the more important of our problems.
Much as they would wish it otherwise, the interests which this
Chamber represents cannot avoid the impact of the unfortunate
political situation which exists in this couniry today. TFew of us
realise that it s less than twelve months since the abortive visit
to India of Sir Stafford Cripps. The course of events which
followed it called forth from the Chamber, on the 11th September
1942, @ statement on behall of the Turopean commercial and
industrial interests which the Chamber represents. That statement
eontained the following declaration :—

Those interests—which have throu,
India of full Dominion Status,
ment,

ghout favoured the carliest attainment by
a us, consistent with tho maintenance of stablo govern-
and have placed no impediment in the way of its achicvement—asaociate

1)

themselves with the statement of policy mado yeatorday on bebelf of His Majesty's
Government and align themsclves in tho fullest support of His Excellency tho
Vicoroy and his Executivo Council in whatover steps may be mecossary to restoro
tranquility in Todia and (o counter any movement which hampers the defence
of the country or encourages Gfth column aetivity.

Gentlemen, T think T can with confidence say that this state-
ment, made in different cireumstances five months ago, expresses
exactly our attitude today. It does so alike towards the crisis wo
are ab present passing through—a crisis which we greatly deplore
but in which we have no hesitation in according our wholehearted
support fo the policy of His Excellency the Viceroy and his now
reduced Txceutive Council (applause) ; and towards the wider issue,
which ewrrent events should not obscure, of India’s political and
constitutional future. In this latter connection, let me repeat that
at tho time we decided not to oppose any settlement which the
Cripps' proposuls involve : we had hoped that it might result in
achieving unity amongst all parties with a consequent improvement
in India’s war effort, still a paramount consideration in view of the
Japanese occupation of Burma. Again T say we have no quarrel
with the intention underlying the scheme—the attainment by Tndin
of full Dominion Status. But we equally make no secret of our
intention to do all in our power to see that the interests we repre-

sent receive adequate recognition for the part they have played and
are still playing in the development of the country. By that T do
not mean that we should be conceded any special treatment. All
we ask for is that we be enabled to conduct our trade and commerce
as hitherto on equal terms; that there should be no discrimination
against us; and that expropriation should be expunged from the
thoughts of India’s legislators of the future. This may sound like
a repetition of my remarks when addressing you two months ago
but [ make no apology for this re-iteration as the matter is of sich
vital importance to all of us, and particularly fo the younger element
who are either risking their lives in the cause of freedom or are
shouldering heavier burdens to enable their colleagues to join up.
T shall have oceasion to refer fo this latter question at a later stage.

Unfortunately the Cripps proposals and the events which have
taken place since they were made have accentuated the communal
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differences which it was intended these proposals should assuage.
One satisfactory feature in the present position is the comparative
loyalty of labour and the scheduled casts as a whole, in spite of
fifth column activities and unfair pressure.

And this brings me to the second main question on which I
propose to comment today, namely the labour situation as it is
affected, firstly by the existing machinery for the settlement of
industrial dispufes and, secondly, by the recent enemy activities.
It is true that there have been demands for increased wages, dear-
ness all and other benefit of them exorbitant and
others justified by the definite upward movement of food and other
prices. Every employer who has the interests of his labour at
heart must welcome having a truly representative organisation of
his labouc with which to negotinte. Unfortunately the present
need for -well-organised, fully representative and efficiently run
trade unions has arisen at a time when very few exist. Arbitration
Tribunals have come into prominence for the settlement of trade
disputes under the Defence of Tndia Rules. Their decisions have
been marked by a regretiable lack of uniformity of view-point,
which uniformity T am personally convinced can only be attained
by an arbitrator commanding the respect and confidence of both
parties and holding a full-time appointment.

So far as we in Caleuita are concerned, possibly the worst
feature of the trade disputes which arose during the year was the
Tnmisteria[ interference in one particular instance which resulted
in undermining the authority of the police. T that authority,
rexpm?silylc for the maintenance of law and order, is weakened then
?h:\ohc conditions may quite readily be the outcome, This city is
{ndeed' fortunate in having as its Commissioner of Police one. wl?ose
integrity, impartiality and devotion to duty are beyond challenge
(Upplause). e b 1l the backing of  dovoted and loyal st
which is of the utmost value, particnlarly at the pre;ent Li;r;e. ‘
am-inG::‘}:Le::;':: ?zn krl\o\\' 50 “~§ll. a large part of onr energies
e ! S“P;m: [‘:'Z!c):lcn applied towards the introduction of
T have already refen"cd to Lhc;‘rnlﬂo;::;\ " ll’];ess;.{‘y:r“]e S

Y- ly some of you may

(9)

feel-that my praise should be tempered by consideration of - the
action of some of the workers during the recent air raids-on the
Caleutta ar On the whole, however, the workers stood by their
posts remarkably well. Particularly was this the case in the jute
mills and engineering works. Where the spirit of fear found ils
most fruitful ground was in the dock area where there were many
desertions—lese marked, however, amongst the stevedore labour.
This has not been allowed to go unnoticed by your representatives
on the Port Commissioners, and T am pleased to be able to give
you the assurance that the Chairman of the Port Commissioners
is dealing with the situation and has it -well in hand. There has
Dbeen-an improvement, but there is still room for better work on
shore.

MThe raids on Caleutta, so far, have been of a very trivial nature
and if fature raids are on the same minor seale we need have little
fear regarding labour-morale. Tn fact, many of those who deserted
their posts have, as you are aware, returned to Caleutia, deter-
mined not to suffer the privations which they had to endure on
their way fo their villages, and during their stay there. Tf, however,
future raids are more severe, as is far from being outside the bounds
of possibility, it is difficult to forccast what may be the effect on
labour, and it is, therefore, essential that no efforts should be
relaxed to bring about a sense of greater discipline with, it is
hoped, an increase in the power to resist the persuasive tactics of
the fifth columnist elements.

We have all along maintained that the key factor in the reten-
tion of Iabour at their posts is the assurance of adequate supplies
of foodstuffs at reasonable prices. This question of food-supplies
has been the cause of the greatest concern to us all and has led fo
much criticism of the governmental approach fo it. The general
feeling was that the problem had been tinkered with, that until
recently it had not been tackled in a sufficiently downright manner,
that insufficient direction had been given by the Cenfral Govern-
ment to individual provinces and that the latter had not sufficiently
checked the selfish tendencies of the “‘surplus
jurisdiction. We hope, and we have reason to believe, that that

districts under their
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phase has passed. The problem has not been a simple oue and T
trust T am not mistaken in the impression T formed after the recent
meeting of the Food Advisory Council that the Central Government
are now determined to do all in their power to encourage the sowing
of larger areas with food crops, and to ensure the equitable distri-
“bution of these crops. If they succeed in this objective thero
need be nio material shortage and prices should gradually decline.
In recent months, so far as Bengal is concerned, one of the main
difficultics has been in obtaining supplies of wheat and it is satis.
factory to be able to vecord that as a result of pressure from this
Chamber, it was decided to make large purchases of wheat from
Austrati for the civilian population. The army is already receiv-
ing all its wheat requirements from overseas.

The Chamber itsclf, though {he functioning of its foodstufls
scheme has come in for considerable criticism from individual paiti-
cipants, has done much to bring about this more realistic handling
of the foodstufls problem by both the Central CGiovernment and lll:
Governymen( of Bengal. With the introduction of a more definite
policy on the part of the new Food Department of the Government
of India, the provincial Directorate of Civil Supplies has now
settl?a down to what gives promise of developing into a compre-
hensive plan for the control of supply and distribution. We have

n)nde plain our own conception of the rolo which, in the present
circumstances.

plan. Brieft

employers must continue fo discharge within that
our attitude is that, having af
request and with considerable misgiving
responsibility for the supply of essential
industrial workers, employers cannot now and so long as the present
emergency continues, give up that fanction. (The mT,m,r \\']::) havo
Iwcn»bn«]ly Tet down and badly exploited by those from \'\'ho ﬂ‘w'
previously drew their supplies, have been edueated to ool tm i ;
empl‘_’."er? for them ; ang moreover, fo look [o‘(hei‘ . ! 0‘ ‘fe "_
xu]l)phes in adequate quantities and a req onable mr(;mp;)}\‘!e:r ::%
;Lis ;\;eﬂz:v]\'icﬂmleji. ‘I]lmt lht.:se will in all cireumstances be reason-
neley of semr"g " 1,9;2“5?21:1.1%“0 adoption by employers of the
ot ofBengl contrlo i o s

s of last September.  Without

t Government’s urgent
and reluctance assumed
ifems of foodstuffs to their
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enfering into the economics of inflation and cost of living allow-
ances, T would point out that this in itself is a compelling reason
why the provision of supplies for industrial labour through employers
Jnust continue under present conditions. The extent of the supplies
to be made available through these channels has given rise to much
discussion with Government. As you know, it has also given rise
to many criticisms of the Chamber foodstufts scheme which is now
so far as the main
commodities—rice, sugar and atta—are concerned. In my view,
the muin question of wrgency now is the settlement of a definite
policy by Government, in consultation with employers’ organisa-
tions, in the matter of what constitutes a fair ration to the industrial
worker and his d This quest hich is only part
of a much wider issuc—is at present nnder active consideration.
T will only say that, in view of the commitments employers bhave
been forced to assume towards their workers, we could not willingly
aceept a distribution plan which ignores the needs of the workers’
dependants—who also have been let down and exploited by the
trade—or which fails to make available to the workers and their
dependants a regular and continuous ration adequate to their needs.
It goes without saying that no employer who is subsidising the
food requirements of his labour force is going to make excessive
supplics available. Though Tknow you have been patient, I would
ask you in judging the Chamber scheme to tuke into account the
complexity of these and the other problems which we are now
endeavouring to solve. T wish also to take this opportunity of
expressing my thanks and yours to Mr. Burder, your Vice-President
and President-Tlect, for the vast amount of time and trouble he
has devoted to this question. On him the burden of the Chamber
foodstulls scheme has largely fallen. (Applause).

wholly dependent on Govers

There is one further matter, to which T have already alluded
and on which T think you will be interested to have some parti-
culars, namely the contribution of the European community to
National Service. I wonder how many of us realise the extent of
the sacrifice that has resulted from the self-imposed conseription
of Iuropeans in India for which we succeeded in obtaining statutory
recognition, It will interest you to know that in the Presidency
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and Assam’ District no less than 54°6% of the by no means large.

number of Turopean British subjects amenable to the Act have
been taken into.National Service. The remaining 45°4% include

a percentage graded medically unfit and also the steadily increasing

numbers who, by reason of advancing age, become no longer subject
to the statntory obligation of National Service. We can certainly
take it that the others not recruited are regarded by the National
Service Advisory Committce as essential to the emrying on of
businesses dircetly contributing to the war effort. They also are
shouldering an increasing burden which becomes more difficult as
time goes on. A feature of importance which also has received
insufficient publicity has been the very ready manner in which

the Anglo-Tndian community has contributed its shave; and this,
incidentally, results in many cases in still frther weakening the
stafls of commercial firms.

Gentlemen, T have purp
to the present war situs

1y refrained from any direct allasion
tion as there is nothing T can add’to the
information supplied by the press and the wireless. 1 would, how-
ever, like to stress that our first consideration must be to assist in
every possibla way to bring about an carly and conclusive victory
for the Allied Nations. Calcutta has rightly attained a high and
enviable position for its hospitality to the various members of the
Forces, both Indian and British, who have been stationed in our
midst; and we have also reason to be proud of our contriliution
towards the alleviation of suffering and to the betterment of- the
conditions of British and Tndian prisoners of war, Much more will
still have {o be done in the Tuture, and it behoves all of us to exert
every ounce of strength in our war effort, and to place at all times
the interests of India and the other Allied Nations before self.

(Loud applause).

The PrESIDENT :—Will any member who wishes to comment
on the report or accounts, or to €Xpress views on subjects of interest
to thé mercantile community, kindly do so now?

There being no response to this iy
moved and Mr. H. D. Towxr;
which was carrieq unanimously

itation, the PrESIDENT then
D seconded the following resolution

That the Report be accopted ang the Accounts passca,

(1B)

The PRESIDENT :—1 move i-—

That the oloction by tho Committeo of the following
firms and companics be, and is horeby. confirmed :—

CHAMBER MEMBERS.

Allen Berry & Co., Ld.
Central Agency Ld

J. Foster & Go., Ld.
Innes Watson & Co.
John Paterson & Co. (India), Ld.
Latox Treatmonts Ld.
Sandersons & Morgans,
The Burmah Oil Co. (India Trading), Ld.
The Caledonian Insurance Co.
The Gas Accumulator Oo. (India), Ld.
The Indian Motals & Alloys Co., Ld
The Northorn Assurance Co.,
The Gonoral Manager. Oudh & Tirhut Raiiway.
Walford Transport Ld.
Wiggins, Toape & Alex Pirio (Export), Ld.
W. F. Ducat & Oo.

ASSOOIATE MEMBERS.
C. E. Sassoon.
The SKF Ball Boaring Oo, Ltd.
Mr. H. G. G. Macka seconded this resolution which was
cmrfied unanimously.

The Presiryt :—In formally reporting to you the vesults of
the election of the Chamber Commitiee for 1943, T would like to
express our thanks to Mr. W. J. Younie and Mr. J. Orr for their
services as scrutineers of the voling papers. The results of the
voting were :—

President.
Mr. J. H. Burdor.
Vice-President,
Mr. K. W. Moaling.

Members.
Sir. Harry Burn, Tho Hon’Ble Mr, R. R. Haddow.
Mr. T. S. Mr. R. B Lagdon, O.B.E., M.C.

Mr. F. O, Quthrio. Mr. R. Macfarlane.

Sir Qoorge Morton, O B. E,, M.O.
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The Vicr-Presiprst :—Gentlemen, before moving the next
xesolution whieh stands in my name, T wish o take this opportunity
of saying how deeply conscions I am of the honour that has come
to me inmy election as your President for {he ensuing year. T am
equally conscious of the great responsibility attaching to the offico
and I can assure you that, with the support and experience of the
strong Committec you have elecled to assist me, T shall do all in
my power to further the inferests of the Chamber and all that it
stands for.

I beg to propose :
That Mossre. Lovelock & Lowes

appointed Auditors to the
tion as before,

be and are heroby re-
at the same

Mr. F. F. M. Trrausos seconded this resolution which was
carried unanimously. |

Mr. W. L. Goroox :—Mr, Tresident and Gentlemen,—It

gives me great pleasure fo propose a cordial vote of thanks to the
gentlemen of the retiring Committee,

At the best of times, this vote of thankg
Chamber Committee is no mere formality. Tn these troubled and
sometimes critical days however, it assumes somewhat deeper
significance than usual. The past year has heen in many respects
an unprecedented one in the histoy- of the Chamber, with more
and more {o do and fewer to help with it, and the fact that these
gentlemen have been willing to sacrifice 5o much of their already
fully occupied time and add to their already heavy burden of worlk,
lays us under o particularly deep debt of gratitude to them. [They
have tackled the many problems confronting them with murkc.d
success and you will all, T am sure, agree that e
been fortunate indeed in baving our
capable hands. Tt js therefore with 1
following resolution :—

to the outgoing

¢ members have
interests entrusied to such
much pleasure that T move the

mon‘r:-;::ﬂc:v(:lnl v:h ©of thanks be accorded to tho gentle-
© outgoing Oommit
A gomon op ot toe for their succossful

man: airs of the Chamber during tho past

(15 )

Mr. G. D. Fonrrster scconded the resolution which was
carried with acelamation.

Mr. C. K. Nicrorr, :—Gentlemen —When it was first sug-
gested to me that T should propose the vote of thanks to our retiring
rI"wsident T was not at ali anxious to accept the invitation for I
felt—and still do—that the duty conld be much more ably performed
by some other person; but the individual who approached me had
4 most persuasive way with him—in fact he flatly refused to take
no for his answer—iherefore T now find myself on my feet in an
endeavowr fo convey to Mr. Haddow our appreciation of the
excellence of his work on our bebalf during the past year.

Mr. Haddow’s long apprer

eship and experience in Chamber
of Commerce matters, firstly in Bombay and subsequently in
Calentta. made him a fitting choice a year ago for what has recently
been described as the highest honour Clive Street can confer. His
term of office, coming al a critical time in the affairs of men, has
been a particularly strenuous onc and T am sure, gentlemen, you
will agree with me that he has worthily carried out the task with
which we entrusted him last year.

In addition {o his onerous duties as President of ihe Bengal
Chamber of Commerce he has guided the affairs of the Associated
Chambers of Commerce with equal navigational skill. He has also
represented us on (he Council of State—and although he now retires
from the Presidentship T am glad to think that we are again to have
Lis able advice as 4 member of the Committee during the year {hat
lies ahead.

It has been a hard year and he deserves our thavks in no
uvstinted measure.

Aecordingly, on behalf of the members, I beg to move a very
hearty vote of thanks to My, Taddow and I would like to assure
him—if any such assurance is necessary—how grateful we are for
all his hard work in the interests of all of us. (Loud applause).

The PRESIDENT :—Mr. Nicholl and gentlemen,—I thank you,
Sir, for the very kind words you have said about me and you,
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gentlemen, for the generous manner in which you have endorsed
them. T have always recognised Mr. Nicholl to be an authority
on tea but T did not know until now that he was so adept at laying
on the Sputter” ! If T have given satisfaction, gentlemen, T am
very pleased indeed ; but T am not being in any way modest, merely
truthful, when T say that what has been achieved is attributable to
the unswerving support and friendly guidance T have received from
Ar. Burder, as Vice-President, and from the other members of the
retiving Committee, They in tum, T know, would like me—and
T have much pleasure in doing so—to express appreciation of the
very ready, manner in which members of the various Sub-Com-
mittees and the representatives of the Chamber on various public
bodies have at all times rendered us advice and help. (Applause).

The PresipENT also paid a tribute to the Secretary and staff
of the Chamber for their work nnder circumstances of increasing
Qifficulty during the year.

There being no farther business, the proceedings then
terminated.

R. R. Hapnow,
President.

. C. TAIRBAIRN,
Secretary.
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{NOTE "

In the past it has been customary for the Chamber to issue
Preliminary Report in this form for adoption at the :\nnn@] General
Meeting in accordance with the provisions of the Chamber’s Articles
of Association; ang bsequently fo republish and circulate the
report as a bound volume (Vol. T) inclusive of fthe following
additional papers and appendice:

(1) Proceedings of the Annual General Meoting of the Chambor.

(2) Bengal Chambor of Commerce

(@) Rules and Regulations of the Provident Fund,
) Committeos and Sub-Conmittces of the Chamber and of recognised
Associations.

{ Comparative statement of priccs of silver : Rates of Exchange : Remittunce
fo Home Treasury and gold held fn Buropean Banks

() Tribunal of Arbitration

(a) Rules,
(t) Scales of Tees and Rules for Sury

(5) List of Piccegoods Arbitrators,

©) List of Arbitrators for g
manufactured goods.

8, cte.

eneral trade questions, jute, jute cuttings and

(0 List of Asbitrators of miscellaneous goods, 1942
() Indes to Chamber Rulings.

(® Chamber Rulings Nos. 1 to 15,

(10) Chamber forms of boat note,

(1) Conversion of sterling fro;
(12) Conferenco Bill of Lading.
(13) Schedule of Comumission Charges.

{14) Tonnage Schedule and Measurement Tules for the p,
(15) Notes on the above echedule,

(16) Tonnage Schedule for ¢ho o
(7) Moncy, Wej

3.

ht into Indian Curroncy.

ort of Calcutta.

. of Rangoon.
ights and Measures of Ceylon, China, India, ete.

_The Chamber has already  discontinued publication  of
Volumes L and 10T of its anpuyal report and, as g further economy
m paper, it has now been decided by the Chumber Committee that
(hi edition will constitute the sole report {o he ssued for 1942,
Ther'e will therefore be 10 re-publication of the volume as former]

Ae reguds the additional pupere ga appendices enumeratod

above

(@) Ttems 8, 9,
issue of the report,
() Ttem T will bo issued in separato pamphlet form,
(@) Ttems 2(a) and (1), 4,5, ¢ i vai
o o 20,3020, 4 poraphier. ! % mede availablo to any member
(B The information contained in itom § i
wember o’ application.
Tioms 10, 12, 14, 15,

o) 16 450 17, which ron s
i volume T of ik Chainber Repart for Jogsr ©0 unchanged, ave 1o bo found

1 and 18, which are useful for reference, aro included in this

1 be supplied to any iuterested

D. C. FAIRBAIRN
Secretary.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR
THE YEAR 1942.

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have now
the honour to submit their leport. for the year 1942 to the members
of the Chamber.

The following gentlemen were clected to the Commitice ab
the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber held on the 27th
February 1942, President : The Hon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow,
(Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) ; Vice-President : Mr. J. H.
Burder, (Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.); Sir U:m-yVBum,
(Imperial Chemical Industries (India), Ld.) ; Mr. N. W. Chisholm,
(National Bank of India, T.d.); Sir Guy Cooper, M.C., D.C.M.,
(Burmah-Shell Oil Storage & Distributing Co. of India, Ld.);
Mr. R. B. Lagden, 0.B.E., M.C., (Messrs. McLeod & Co., T.d.);
Mr. R. . Marriott (now Sir Robert Marriott), (Bast Indian Rail-
way); Mr. K. W. Mealing, (Messrs, Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.);
Sir George Morton, 0.B.E., M.C., (Messrs. Bird & Co.).

The following changes took place in the personnel of the
Committee during the year :—On the resignation in May of Sir
Guy Cooper—due to the transfer of his office to Bombay—Mr. T. 8.
Gladstone, (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.) was clected to
fill the vicancy. Mr. Chisholm, on his proceeding to join the
management of the National Bank of India in London, was sue-
o d in July by Mr. R. Macfarlane of the Chartered Bank of
India, Auslralia & China.

The Hon, Mr. R. R. Haddow, the President, (Messrs, Mackin-
non, Mackenzie & Co.) continued to

The Council of State. ’
represent the Chamber on the Council

of State during the year.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Bengml Legislative
are :

Assembly are : Gladding,
o n““*“' I”""“‘““"“ C.1.E., (Caleutta I3 Iecmc Supply Cor-
poration Ld); Mr. Haywood,

Digolt, Chapman & Co.; Mr. D. Hendry, (Tinperial

Tndustrics (India), T.d.); Mr, M. A, T. Hirtzel, (Messrs.

Muceneill & Co.); Mr. H. Rowan Hodge, (Messrs, Orr DIUI\ am &

,o), Mr. J. R. Walker, r.r.1., (Messrs. Mclieod & Co., Ld.);
. W. C. Wordsworth, (The Statesman Ld.).
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The representatives of the Indian Jute Mills Association o
the Bengal Liegislative Assembly av M, W. A M. Walker,
c.n., (Messis, Barry & Co.); and M. I G. Kennedy, (Messe
Jardine Skinner & Co.). h

The Indian Mining Association is represented on the Bengal
Liegislative Assembly by Mr. R. B. Whitchead, (Messts. Turher,
Morrison & Co., Ld.). '

The representa
MacGregor, (Mes:
(Messrs. Shaw,

ves of the Tndian Tea Association are Mr, G. G,
Davenport & Co.) and Mr, C. W. Miles,
ace & Co.).

al
The Buropean Party in the Bengal Legislature have continued

the practice of issuing, during the Sessions, weekly reports survey-

ing the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly and Council,

The present representatives of the Chamber on the Caleutta
]’url. Commission are: Mr. Neil
, Brodie, (Messrs. Gladstone, Wiyllie &
Co.); Mr. T. 8. Gladstone, (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot &?Cu.);
The Hon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow, (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie
& Co.); Mr. G. C. H. Kent, (M Kilburn & Co.); Mr. J.
Morshead, (Messrs, Turner, Morrison & Co., Ld.); Mr. K. W.
Mealing, (Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ld.).

Caleutta Port Commission.

N

! ,Almﬂ' from the changes that were to take place during the
)]Om and which were recorded in last years report, the only other
change was in the clection of Mr. J." Morshead in succession to

Mr. G. V. Lloyd of the same fim on {he expiry of the latter’s
term of office.

The representatives on the Turopean Group in the Corporation
Caleutta Municipal Corporation. 'Fu —Mr. T. W. Balcombe, (Messts.
) . Turner, Morrison & Co., Ld.); Mr
W R. Humphrey, (India Genernl Navigation & Ry, Co., Li);
Nr. J. I Methold, Messrs. J. Thomns & Co); Mr. H. .
icholls, (Messrs. Sith Stanistrect & Co., Td).

At the time of it is
the death of Mr. T, 8, 11]»'1I
remains o be filled, '

report a vacancy owing to
i Huward which oceurred yecently
" o Apart from this vacant seat the only
fl“‘c‘“gﬁ1‘“‘11]"c°1\ }001]{ place during the year in the l'c]:f:sclxl:nlio|| o
of M. 8 ;\l g}m le( T?;::]l‘)owus\iglJuly when on the resignation

S B A Gray, gkong & Shanghai Banki rporation) ;
Mr. H. N. Nicholls was clectod {0 1] t‘iw“vaca::lc]y“g Corporaten

o thoss teateh by s S I b prepord and s
the year. “Uropean Group in the Corporation during

~ (8)

resignati { Mr. T. Rooney, (The Bengal Telephone
On the resignation o Corporation Tud.) in Scptember Mr. R.
§. Purssell, CLE., omE., (The

The Calentta Tmprovement
. Cileulta Tramways Co., Ld.) was

clected {o fill the vacaney.

' ropresentatives of the Chamber on this Commission ave :
The roprosentutives o Mr. J. M. Grant, (Clive Jute Mills);
Mr. W. Gow, (Messrs. Burn & Co.,
T.d); Mr. W. H, W. Urquhart, AMJ3.MECTLE., (Messts. Andrew
Yule & Co., Ld). . Grant succceded Mr. R. A, Cole of the
Union North Jute Mills, who resigned in April.

Bengal Toilor Commission.

=

Mr. R. J. Oliver, (Messrs. Martin & Co.) and Mr. J. M. Grant,
Bengal Smoke Nuisances (Clive Jute Mills represent the Cham-
" Commission. ber on this Commission.

<. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) is
he representative of the Chamber on
this Board.

Mr. A. B. Mallett, (Me:
Tndion Coal Grading Board.

W. Urqubart, A.M.IMECH.
) Andrew Yule & Co., Tid.) in
oo Gt Dlectrie SIS July—due to his release for full time
Committee, Government — servic .

Murray, (Messre. Jardine, Skinner &
Co.) was nominated fo serve as the Chamber’s representative on the
Consultative Committec of the Caleutty Electric Supply Corporation.

On the resignation of Mr. W, TT
(M

—Mr.  J.

3

Mr. J. W. Chureh, (Caleutta Tleetric Supply Corporation Tid.)
Tias been renominated to represent the
Chamber on the Ticensing Board for
the Province of Bengal for a further
term of (hree years from the st April 1042,

Tndian Fleelricity Rules 1922 :
icensing Board

Mr. T. T. M. Terguson, (Dunlop Rubber Co. (India), T.d.)
served as the representative of the
Chamber on the Board of Communica-
cation, Bengal (hroughout the year.

Tengal Bonrd of
Communications.

On the vetirement from Caleutta, of Mr. A. N. Wardley,
(Messrs. Kilburn & Co.), Mr. J. T
Elton of the same firm was nominated
to represent the Chamber on the

Caleutta Traflic Contral
Advisory Committee.

Traffic Advisory Board,




T

(G 3D)

On the re-constitution of the term of the Board of Tndustries

Bengal Stato Aid to Indus-  dn February Mr. I, Morton, n.sc,,
tri»]:e Act, 1931: Doard of A NTCHEME., (Traperial Chemical Tn.
Tndustrics. dustries (Indin), Ld.) was elected in
succession to Mr. N. D. Harris of the same firm as the representa.
tive of the Chamber on the Board. In August owing to the un-
timely death of Mr. Morten, Mr. C. F. J. Crawford of the same
firm was elected to represent the Chamber.

Mr. A. P. Benthall, (Messrs. Bird & Co.) represents the Cham-
Bengal Board of Economic ber on this Board.
Enquiry.

Mr. J. B. Ordish, (Messrs. George Fenderson & Co., Td.) is

Tndisn Central Juto Committeo, (1€ representative of the Chamber on
this Committee.

Mr. 8. J. Vasto, (Messrs. Ralli Bros., Tud.) represents the
Bourd of Agriculturs, Bengal : Chamber on the Cotton Sub-Commit-

Cotton Sub-Committeo, tee of the Board of Agriculture,
Bengal.
On the itution of the Managing Committes of th Bengal

Textile Tnslitute, Scrampore,  the
following gentlemen were nominated
to represent the Chamber on the

Managing  Committee  of the  Bengal Textile Tnstitute,
Serampore :—

Bengal Textilo Institute,
rampore,

(D Mr. W. Morrison, (Angus Jute Mill).
@ Mr. A. A. Lyell, (Messs, Shaw, Wallace & Co.).

Mr. K. W, Mealing, (Messrs, Andrew Yule & Co., Tud.) is the
Bengal Tndxrl:illr'i:: Survey representative of the Chamber on this
- ee.

Committy

The representatives of the Chamber on the Au
The Auliary Toreo Act, 1920;  2dVisory Committoe ar

v Force
Sir Bernard
(Tx-n;g.‘(gmr].erinl Chemical Tndustries
i nia), Titd.) and Mr. K. W, Mealing,
g_\{ess;s. ]A_nﬂrew Yule & Co., L), My. Mealing sucecodoq Mo,
- W. Chisholm, (National Bank of Tndia, 10 o September.
The President, The Fon'hl My
CalenttaExomination Commit- .
tee for Technical Recruits.

visory Committe.

R. R. Ha,

sentative (cpn ddow., is the repre-

icio) of the Chamber
ttee,

on this Committe

«5)

. T. §. Gladstone, (Messis. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.)
T 8 Glnds and Mr. K. W. Mealing, (Messrs.
Andrew Yule & Co., Td.) are the repre-
sentatives of the Cliamber on the Local
Advisory Committee of the Bengal & Assun Railway.

Bengal & Assam Railway 5
Local Advisory Committeo.

Mr. G, D. Torrester, (The Burmah-Shell Oil Storage & Distri-

B - buting Co. of Tndia, T.d.) and Mr. T.
Tast Todion Railway s Tooal g Gladstone, (Messts. Gillanders,

Advisory Committee- Arbuthinot & Co.) represent the Cham-
ber on this Advisory Committec.

The representatives of the Chamber on the Commercial Panel
of the Railway Rates Advisory Com-
mittee are the following :—-Mr, W, A.
M. Walker, c.nt., (\lessrs.
Barry & Co.) representing (he jute trade : Mr. T D. Townend,
(Messrs, Shaw, Wallace & Co.) representing the grain, seed and
pefrolenm frado : Sir Fenry Richardson. (Mesars, Andrew Yule &
Co.. Td.) representing the coal trade : My, R. B, Tagden, o.n.r.,
w.C. (Messes. MeTieod & Co., Td.) representing the tea trade; and
Mr. P A, Cronopulo, (Messrs. Ralli Bros., T.d) reprosenting
general trade.

Railway Rates Advisory

The Chamber’s representatives on this Board arve :—Mr, J. H.

urder, (M Tardine Skinner &
Co.) and Mr. D. D. Storrar, (National
Bank of Tndia, T.d.).  Mr. §;
coeded Mr. NUW. Chisholm who resiened in July 1042, Mr, N, T.
Brain, (\essrs. Brooke Bond Tndia, T.d) continued {o serve on the
Powrd, as the representative of the Associated Chambers of Com-
meree of Tndia.

The_Todian Tea Market
Tixpansion Tioard

The representatives of the Chamber on the Tndian Tae Cess
Commitiee are :—Mr. W. T. Dines,
(Messrs, Angelo Bros., T.d.) and Mr.
D. G. Sevastopulo, (Messrs. Ralli Bros., T.d.).

Tndian Tac Cess Committer,

Mr, T Findlay, (Messrs. Bird & (o) has heen re-nominated as
Comphelt Homial Vit #he representaiive of fhe Chamber on
P omnitton, I the ve-comstituted Visiting Committee

of the Campbell Hospital,

Tn April Tast Mr. R. T, R. Davidson. (Messrs. Andrew Yulo
& Co.. Tud) sncceeded Mr. T, Parleer,
(Tmnerial Chemieal Tndustries (Tndin)
T.d) resigned, as the representative of
the Chamber on this Committee.

Medienl Collose Tasnital +
Visiting Committer.
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Mr. A. K. G. Hogg, (Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co)
Moyo Hospital : Governing Body WM Mr. T. A. Paterson, (Messrs,
Jardine, Skinner & Co.) are the repre-

sentatives of the Chamber on the Governing B Tave
Hospital. overning Body of the Mayo

Mr. G. J. Cutler, (Tea Districts Labour Association) is the

Ranchi Mental Hospital Doard., C]mn:]l)er's representative  on  this
Board.

Mr. C. Steuart, (Messts, Jardine, Skinner & Co.) is the Cham-

. _— ber's representativ 1 i
Lady Minto’s Tndian Nursing presentative on the Committee
S eention: M2 of tho Bengal Branch of (ho TLady
- Minto’s Indian Nursing Association.

¢

Mr. W. A. M. Walker, c.n.E., M.L.A., (Messts. Barry & Co.) is
the representative of the Chamber on
the General Committee of the Caleutta
Hospital Nurses’ Institution.

Calcutta Hospital Nurses
Institute,

The Hon'ble Mr. R. R.
Indian Red Cross Socicty.

Adee, (Messrs. Mackinnon,
3 ackenzie & Co.), the President, is

K e representative of the Chamber on
the Managing Body of the B engal Branch of the Indian Red Cross

Society.

The President, the Hon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow,

(Messrs.
Lady Canning Memorial Fund,

}\l’[ackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) is also
) e representative  (ea-offici th
Chamber on the Committee of Management, of thi: 1”7"?;10) of the

Mr. G. V. Lioyd, (Messts.

Turner, Morrison & Co., Tud.) has
The Indian Museum.

been re-nominated as the Chamber's

repre ati
Trustees of the Tndian Maseom, - "C O the  Board of

Mr. N. MacTieod, (Messrs. Mackinnon

» Mackenzie & Co.) is
Bengal Board of Film Consors,

(hg representative of the Chamber on

o this Board. T .
Williams Keay of the sume firm, who recignas in'Ap eded  Mr.

The President, the Hon’ble Mr. R.

e R. Haddow, (Messrs.
Victoria Memorial. i

Mackinnon Mackenzie & C
k » Mackenzie & Co.) is ex-
officio Trustee and a member of the

Tixecutive Committee of the Vietoria Memoriql representing the

Chamber.

«7)

. Price, Waterhouse, Peat & Co.)

Mr. W. J. Younie, (Mess
! s one of the Chamber's representa-
tives on the Board of Management of
the Institute. The other seat is

‘The Government Commercial
Insti

occupied by Me. J. Blair.

W. A. Carpenter, (Messrs. Bird & Co.) is the represen-
tative of the Chamber on the Govern-
ing Body of this School.

Mr.
The Calcutta Technical School.

tive on this Board is Mr. T. W. A.
Carpenter of Messrs, Bird & Co.

The Chamber's represen
Bpard of Apprenticeship
Training,

Mr. W. 8. C. Tully, M.B.E., A.C.A., R.A., (Messrs. (:'ill:mde;s,
St. Thomas School. Arbuthnot & Co.) is the representative
} . of the Chamber on the Board of Gov-
ernors of St. Thomas’ School.

The President of the Chawber, the Hon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow,

Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie &
Co.) is an ez-officio member of the
Jourd of Governors of this Institution.

La Martiniere : Board of
Governort

Mr. W. 8. C. Tully, M.1.5., a.c., R.A., (Messrs. Gillanders,
Arbuthnot & Co.) the nominee of the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, is the
representative of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of India on
the Indian Accountancy Board.

Tndian Accountancy Board.

H Mr. J. M. Lall, a.c

Indian Statistical Institute.

- (Imperial Chemical Industries (India),
Ld.) is the representative of the Cham-
ber on the Council of the Institute.

Mr. T. 8. Gladstone, (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co.)
and Mr. W. McIntyre, (Messrs. Mac-
neill & Co.) ave the Chamber’s repre-
sentatives on the Executive Committee of the Society.

District Charitable Society.

Mr. W. McIntyre, (Messrs. Macneill & Co.) also represents
. » o the Chamber on the Commiitee of
Fhe Goveroment Workbouee: - 3p.hagement of this Tnstitution.
Mr. G. V. Lloyd, (Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., Ld.) conti-
Turopean Unemplosed Reli?  nued to represent the Chamber on this
Committe Committee.
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The President, the Fon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow, (Messys,
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) is the
representative of the Chamber .

officio on the Ceniral Council of the
Bx-Services Association. -

Ex-Services Association 1
Central Council,

Mr. W. J. B. Walker, c.a., (The Statesman, Ld.) is the
The Crichton Trust, zepresentative of the Chamber on the
) Crichton Trust.

Mr. B Lyne, (Messts, Hoare, Miller & Co.

The Caleutta Socicty for the  the Chamber on ¢,
Prevention of Cruclty to
Animals,

» Ld.) represents
e General Com-
mittee of the Calentta Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Mr. A, B. Mallett, (Messrs, Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.)
N " . has been re-nominated as the repre-
Advisory Tt Commitee, e of Turopean Commerce in

Caloutta on (he Advisory Pilot Com.
mittee for the year 1943,

Mr. A. K. G. Hogg, (MvessrsA Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.)

. is one of the representatives of the
Central Advisory Committeo f
entr Tightionnmitieo for Associated Chambers of Commerce of

) ’ India on tho Central Advisory Gom.
mittee for Lighthouses, representing Furopean Commerce in
Bengal.

Mr. 8. D, Gladstone, (Messrs. Ogilvy, Gill

Teloration of Chambers of  XePresentativ

mmerce of the British Exccutive ¢
pire.

anders & Co.) is the
¢ of the Chamber on the
ouncil of the Federation,

The representatives of {he Chamber on the Committee of
emen's Wolar Assosaton,  Minagement of (hi Augoginiinn oxe
K he Hon'hle My, R. R. Haddow,
(Messrs, Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co,) and Mr. J. Morshead
(Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., Ld.). -
Bir Henry Horsman is the joint representative of (e Upper
Tnternational Federation of  Tndi and Bengal Chamhers of
Master Cotton  Sp & " Commiteer ©F Com-
M;;"errm"m.;nA e merce on the Committee of the
Tederation,

The Hon'ble Mr, R. R. Haddow,

Trovineial Advitory Commies  Mackenzic ¢
for War Supplies in Bengal, hamber s the
Chamber on thig Boy

(Messrs, Mackinnon,
0.) President of the
representative of the
ard,

i r on this Board is Mr. P. .
Ao sepresentative of "1‘88013?:1‘1)131,0]11./\‘ s(Cantnb), AM.IC.E.,
M’.!,E. (Ind.), (Messrs, Jessop & Co.,
Ld.).

The Board of Scientific and
rhu[ndnulriul TRescarch.

- .Dr W. (+. Macmillan, B.sc., PA.D. (Aberd & Cantab), r.1.C. is

rd of Scientific the representative of the Chamber on
e l}?xcmh- this Board.
i g rbuthnot
‘ rrier .se., (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuf
o e e v o of the Chamber

inci d d on !
Dol e oonrd on this Board.

forest Utilisation,

repr he Chamber on the Advisory
o anovnend mpJ]S?JS:\e:(‘ILSn‘f lfhe Bengal Price Control

ice  Control .
e Committee.

Commitice,

i y r on this Board js Mr. K. W.

The representative of thehgel:;g:gel (()1{‘/[25‘:5 wd Js Mr. I W
Bengal Blectrie Control Board. Con 1),

[ yal Toxcl r the year 1942 is appended

e R e Raport. “he busines of (he

e Hosal Tixchunge. Exchange has proceeded as usual

during the year.

i Tribunal of the Chamber
Arbitrations the auspices of the > Cham
rtation: nder e olaseed undor three headings, jnte,
picce-goods and general. The henqnlz
“‘general axbitrations” embraces ju °

isputes in which mostly questions o

munfuctuved goods, coal, disputes in which mostly mestions of
law and custom are involved, and all L]‘,HSES
than jute and piece-goods are concerne

The Chamber Tribunal of
Arbitration,

i ring the
The total number of arbitration cases mztlll:gtil: tl]]lgl‘c]gsc ps
rear 1942 was 384 and there were 38 cases _{pc? to ‘:wm'd; 46 were
e your 1941, 1OF these e, 321 proceede to tard; 46 vore
itlhdrawn : and 55 cases were pending ab ¢ 'n one ase
o e o ove case 0 avds, and in one crse
B s e e, dapates arose Tro \ more than one
ot "o various classes of goods in asos In which awards
e 1 wera represenied ts Dollows —June 252; Tessns und
%elv“ f)"e‘('unl 1; and Miscellancous 18. b ]emcmbers and non.
B hinben o mstitution. Tees LR L
mernbors, incudimg applications for the o reph,  mounted o
o e following paragraph, I
A e aomed e 52557 n the preceding yeu
5. 36,988 as
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1942 is attached to this "eporgmv the year ended the 31g¢ December

as usual,
GENERAT,
The Associate,
244 nual é_‘ d ers of Qo
Tx tene; mmerce of Indj .
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Stationery, Indin, “ihay the fotal quantity of paper sold, agreed to be sold
vor otherwise disposed of to persons other than the Contral Government, any
“provincinl Government_or the Govermment of an Indian Slafe, during any
alendar month (including November 1942) shall not except with my permission
in writing, oxceed ten per cent, of tho fotal quantily of paper manufactured
during the preceding calondar month”, this Association draws attention to tho
disproportionato _reservation made for ‘Government purposes and the entirely
inadequato provision ivilisn consumption, in particular for the essential
war requirements of commerce and industry, and urges Government to nllow
at least thirty per cent, of the Mills' fotal production 4o be supplied to tho
general market.

The following resolution was carried nem con. :—

Post War Reconstruction—Upper India Chamber—

This Association urges the Government of Tndia to give carly and caroful
consideration to post war reconsiruction problems, and to formulnte long
term trade and industrial policics to placo bofore the Post War Reconstruction
Committce. Specinl considerntion should bo_given {o the proposals mado
for the contro! of inlernational {rado in thd Report of the London Chamber
ot Commerce und Twentieth Century Feonomic System's provided that any
such proposals are not allowed to interfro with the primary task of Government
fo proscento tho war.

The following resolution was withdrawn without discussion : ~
5. Price Control.—Punjah Chamber—
This Associntion requests the Government of India to take all possible

action in conjunction with provincinl Governments to check the abnormal rise
in the cost of living all over Tndin.

At the ordinary meeting, which followed the formal part of
the agenda, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce was again appointed
to nominate the President and Secretary for the ensuing year.

THE WAR.

Declaration of a state of emergency in the
Province of Bengal.—On the 22nd December 1941, o
declaration of a state of emergency in the Province of Bengal was
announced in the following notification :—

i i jous_ondera

During the past months the Government of Bengal have issued various o
and instrastions. fo. come info. effect on "A State of Emergoncy” boing declared
in the provinee. Tt being desirable thnt theso ordors and inetriictions shonld mow
bo curried out, o state of omergency in the province of Bongal is hercby declarcd.

War Risks Insurance.—During the year under review the
Chamber has had occasion to consider and to address Government
either direct or through the Associated Chambers on a large
number of questions_connected with the war risk 1ns“rancl:a of
#oods and property. The points involved have in many g;lses bec‘n
of a complicated nature, and the outcome o[] the amber's
representations to Government are summariged below,




12y
(A) GexpRav,: (1) Denial Policy.—Both the W. i
(Goofls‘) and the War Risks (F:\ctories)JInsurﬂnce S:lwer‘:e:rinlc?]!:gs
within the definition of *“War Risks’ precautionary measures h]cee
under proper authority with a view {o denying facilities té 12
enemy, b_cmg measures involving a substantial degree of dnm‘
to or diminution of the value of he property. N e

Farly in June the Chamber add
. ! 3 A ressed the Gove
{aﬂl:“su';}v‘gcstmg ihat theto shonl bo o avoidable delny lij:\mr:‘:]t(il;)é
m the procedure to be followed by, and the yecsemen b

of, those who own or are inferestod in yoods or pronerle 1 IHCS
: ! ¥ a sted in goods or property,

‘I“ no: they are insurable under the Goods or lTaEthes %’:Zhli?s‘lir
nenence Schemes, in partieniar on the following pegate

(a) the definition of ““proper
sub-clauses of the two

(b) whether the ority” il
proper authority” w
lasees of mionins | hority il be the same for all

nnﬂ\.oriiv" under the relative
Ordinances ;

() whether, in all cases, written §
 in . written instructions will be i d
by th.e proper authority”” vegarding the precnnti;ﬁ‘r‘zﬁ;
or pl»emr:\tqty’mensnres to be taken with a view fo
denying facilities to an enemy ; ’

(@) whether the same
goods or propert;
two schemes ;

(e whﬁ ?]t‘)cumgnt:uy evidence will he acceptable as proof
o onenmior eXistence of goods or property deniod fo
o hems under proper authority () in the case of

"ed property and goods and (@) in the case of
Ten-insurable Property and goods, )

The Gove
consderation.

procedure will apply in the case of
Y not insmable under either of the

ernment of Tndia still Tave this matter under

% o )
2, Ol Jommises under the War Rists nsuranco
- B. Tagden of M
Snleuttn. has heen nomimated o soreeng e & Co., Tl
wlentta War Risks, Tnsurance. Olnime. (oo
oo
The principal work of the (o

W to Sxamine the report of Togq 4y
“elims and to recommenq o o
of claim admissibla; g ' OO

mittee will, infer alin, he :—

essors in respect of
ernment the amount

12) to maintai
2 Aintain an adequat
. & Mimber of T,
appoint ] mber of Tioss Assegy
D Loss Assessors in Dlaceg \vl\ey;’:';ou nd t{n
ne exists.
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(B) War Risis (Goons) Insurancr Scrmur: (1) Goods in
Indian States and French Establishments.—Tn February ihe
Associated Chambers referred to Government a matter which was
causing some anxiety to commercial interests .in British India,
namely the exclusion from the War Risks (Goods) Insurance
Scheme of goods situated for the time being in Indian States or
Tree French Territory. The Associated Chambers pointed out that
they thought it might not be possible territorially to apply the
British Tndia scheme as a whole to such States and Territory, but
suggested that voluntary insurance of goods so situated be made
possible.

On the 27th Tuly 1942 the Government of Tndia issued an
amendment to the Ordinance explaining its purport in the following
communiqné :—

An Ordinance amending tho War Risks (Gonds) Tneurane Ordinance has
been promulgated today with tho object of cnabling the Gavernment of Indin to
mderfake inanrance against War Risks of Goods situated in such Indian States
and French Tstabliehments in Tndin as onact a lnw requiring rollers of goods in
thoirterritories to insure ngainst War Risks with the Government of Tndia.

The amending Ordinance further provides that goods insured under tho
Ordinance will remain covored while in transit from a place in which fhey are

insurable to another euch place, so long as thoy remain situated in Tndin.

T other words. goods_dosnatched from one placo in Tritich Tndin or in the
French Tsfablishments in Tadin or in an Tndian State which is partieipating in
the Scheme o another snch placs will not Tace cover merale hecanse in the conren
of transit, {hey happen to pasa through an Tndian State which is not a parbicipating
State, provided they do not leave the houndaries of Tndia.

The principal Tndian States have since heen eazetted a< having
fulfilled the necessary conditions. Their names are available from
Government Agents under the Scheme.

@ War risk insutance for coal.—The Chamber alsn
addressed fhe Central Government reanesting them tn consider
making provision for the inclusion within the scope of the War
Risks (Goods) Tnsurance Ordinance. as insurable oods, of coal
stocks at the maior ports.  Pointing out that no insurance of thes~
stocke wae nasshle atherwise than thronah the Go-ernment scheme.
the Chamber wraed that it shonld ho amended to nermit of coal
cfocks being insured, cither compulsarilv or voluntarilv. acainst war
risks.

Tn Mav. the Assnciated (hambers reforrad  ta concfitnent
Chamhers a Totter from the Central Government which exnlained
with reference to these and ofher similar representations, fthat
as it was eontrary to the frmdamental princinles of the War Risl-
(Gaods) Tnsmranee Scheme fo inelude within its scone stncla of
woods in specially selecled arens. Government regretied they could

b
|
!
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not accept the Chambers’ recommendations. The:

2 3 Y were, ho
prepared to examine a proposal to include in the scheme nl]‘:?:ce;é
%f] dc;;al kept above the ground for sale wherever situated in British

The Chamber informed the Associated Chambers i
proposal would have its support. Information was sub:ggzeﬁ?lm
received from the Associated Chambers that in their view stei
should be taken immediately to give effect to the proposal that coI;l
above ground for sale, wherever situated, should be brought within
the scope of the scheme. Tnforming Government of- this. (h

he question of similar war risks cover

X s ater e case of electric installations,
as “bunkers” by shipping Icomp:mies and as a valuable
0 this connection the Associated
Chambers referred to g previous letter in which they had raised
of war risks insurance cover for the
_ve[)]' termed “‘mill stores”, excluded
e scheme by reason of their not bein,
Lo e (l}{ovemment was therefore requested to consider the casg
stocks not for sale as part of the previous general reference.

the Sr%dfartgs coal stocks held by industrial ang other interests for

Secﬂ!:) ro ;(cl)mg[otfh:u%{:ve %q\!;{er :lr'e concerned, an amendment to
ar Risks (Factories i

promulgated to meet the point and is re?:lredoﬂ)ml:;zsv s been

o '[ﬁl)iwh:: lqnél steel 900ds.—Tarly in September the Government
Ghambérs 0?18 to represenfu(xons submitted by the Associated
s bt o g’?:‘t?:eq\l\)zs{izim fstating that active consideration
- . o < i i
their raw, semi-fabricated or fahric:t];g]:ﬁﬂzogna“d iy oo

under the War Rigk (Goods) Tsugures sch&me[nntnri]y insurable

:‘:nme:nt issued notifications the
e v category of goods, voluntaril
the Ordinance, to which a large numhe:l]'
g 5 categories of iron and steel
schedule of non-insurable articles) were
Tospect of the e, te of premium ig chargeable in
chazge, Wi iy sprors? n this category. Thig double
the subject of eorcs: \(;;:d mjustified is at present
rment,

rded a5 excess;
pondence with

o the ndeh Vot " S o 4 ot 5
to insure under the Schomo wer ex?:,“,ﬁt?iﬁ;‘“;;“e "’el right
rson who  is

entitled to have the property in the goods vested in him or to sell
the goods as agent. Banks to whom stocks are pledged by mortgage
or otherwise are thereby enabled to obtain cover under the Scheme.
The Chamber took up with Government a point which was of
direct interest to banks and which arose when goods reached a port
in British India before the arrival and delivery to the banks of the
relative documents. It was pointed out that the marine war risk
insurance terminates when the goods are unloaded from the ocean
steamer, and it was from that point of time that the Chamber
considered it important to make sure that the goods in question
were covered under the War Risks (Goods) Insurance Scheme.

In such a case, however, the bank might have no knowledge
of the arrival of the goods in port or of its interest in them, and
could not therefore include the goods in policies taken out, under the
Scheme. The Chamber enquired whether this difficulty could be
overcome by permitting banks to take out additional policies and
fo obtain insurance for amounts which they estimated would be
sufficient to cover such goods, on the understanding that the banks
wonld provide proof of the date on which the goods actually arrived
and of the date on which they first were informed of their interest
in these goods.

Government’s reply was to the eflect that there was no
objection to banks taking out policies to cover goods they were
entitled to insure, as suggested in the Chamber’s letter. The banks
would not, however, be indemnified unless they were entitled to
insure the goods, and this condition could be fulfilled only if
the goods were situated in British India and “‘owned”” within the
meaning of section 4 of the Ordinance by a person who was a
seller of goods in British India.

(5) Insurance claims for cargo lost through enemy aclion.—
The Chamber was informed by the Calcutta Exchange Banks'
Association of the difficulties experi in obtaining payment of
claims under policies of insurance in respect of goods lost through
enemy action due partly to agents of shipping companies and
insurance companies adopting different procedures in connection
with the endorsement of bills of lading. The necessity for devising
a uniform procedure was urged, and the Chamber was asked for
assistance in the process.

The Shipping Sub-Committee, before whom the matter was
placed, were divided in opinion as to whether suitable procedure
could be arranged locally, or whether the matter was one for
settlement on a wider basis, as between the Chamber of Shipping in
London and the Institute of Underwriters. It was therefore decided
to approach the Calcutta Liners Conference for their views and
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SRR

recommendations and they, in reply, stated that in ini

the Lines’ Agents the first essential {,“s for the insm’uxtlllz 251‘)?‘;?;?'01
to arrange for the adoption of a standard form of endm'sle;nlcm:
suitable to all types of cases likely to arise and that tl“
matter could then be referred to London for settlement on "ﬂ‘e-
busis than could be arranged locally. e

The view ' iati
i m:d]e;‘rz :{vz&lt)sa‘Calcutm Insurance Association have been

(6) Arson and lootin,
constituent Chaml;

At the instance of one of the
s e d Chambers of C X

India addressed the foilowing lefter ot of T .Of
Departmont ot Gaiollowing eiter to the Government of India,

Clause .
s SRS e W ik Gosty Snemanes Orsncs e
taken by or againat 5 crtain_war 3

of the War Hisks (Geode) 1o a5 iy B acribed " and rulo 5
10 be “war risks" for £ ) 1o les prescribes the particular risks deemed
o s e ronaker: for the purposcs of tho Ordlinanco. Arson and looting follow

T T ool of, enemy acion or aelion taken againsl e enciny do-not appest
Insurance. sover o chyie 8 and as they aro not risks aguinsl whicl ordary
will consider the qm:&z: 1:‘ llxmﬂll\’:lmlll’ll‘ccicd to urge that the Government of Indin
(Gooi) Tnmuranes Oxfiymacy wnelvding hein wilin the scope o tho. War Hisks

A reply was received to the off
) W e e effect tha jover:

o o(ﬂls)) Sotaure ond Sbandomment, —Tn April, the War Risks
it e dr;?s _t_rdmz\nce ‘:‘md Rules were amended to include
“precautiona lom ion of “War Risks” under the scheme
“outhority w?:,h u‘vilﬂelntn'utory _measures tuken under proper

mensures Trvolying g denying facilities to an_enemy, being
“diminubion of th‘ gl o substantial degrec of damage to or
~in vesponso to e of property.”  Tho Government of Tndia
0t poseble to o presentations on {he subject—stated that it was
by the enomy, r\svtll: egsgm‘l‘i‘:;bundoned by owners and goods seized
alter the tertifory lost g lme‘?:te:;;::;‘ccjll could be settled only

As the resull of fun
Governn of further correspondence  whicl R
Government luter intimaied fiai g o ok place,
fhe oreeation for goods abandoned by owners and ol by
Y would e considered aftor e and goods seized by
(®) Declaratory  Polig i
L Yy Policics.—T, .
Poicies, i A ~In connection j
o sugge::; é‘ﬁ‘g:‘gﬂg:‘lnmbem consnlied r{‘hoWTgeI:w?I) °é§?§.1f§‘§{
Chamber s, nop. L SNt be asked to fese theso. g tho

¢ favow :
subsequently received that Go:a()f doing 0. Tnformation  was

suggestion that Declaratory Po]ici:ensml\g'; ‘Zﬁw ":lmble fo accept the
allowe,
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(¢) War Risks (FACroRIES)  INSURANCE — SCHEME :
(1) “Mill stores” and machinery sparc parts not for sale.—Owing,
on the one hand, to the restrictive condition in the War Risks
(Goods) Insurance Scheme that insurance under it is confined to
goods for sale, and on the other hand to the absence of any definition
of machinery or plant in the War Risks (Factories) Insurance
Scheme, a difficulty arose regarding the position of spare part and
equipment collectively known as “‘mill stores” heid by mills,
factories and workshops, not for sale but for the purpose of

i their  producti The llowing points were
accordingly placed before the Government of India through the
Associated Chambers of Commerce of India—

Does the War Risks (IFactories) Insurance Ordinance include
as “‘property insurable under this Ordinance’
(a) self: ined individual items of hinery held as
spares in the ‘‘factory”” or in the “‘factory buildings”’,

such as electrical meters and transformers;

(b) other machinery spare parts similarly held in stock;
and

(c) machinery accessories such as belting, shutiles,
bobbins, pickers, etc.?

In 1eply Governrent stated that all “‘mill stores” which could be
described as machinery and plant were insurable under the War
Risks (Factories) Insurance Ordinance if situated within the
geographical limits of the factory.

_ Haplanation—Tho word ‘plant’ in its natural sense includes whatever apparatus
is used by a business man for carrying on his business not his stock i
trade_ which ho buys or makes for sale, but all goods and chattels, fixed or
movable, alive or dead, which he keops for permanent employment in his business.
Ay stores of plant and spero parta as defined above and machinery, if within
the geograpliical limits of the factory, aro therefore insurable under the Factories
Ordinance but stocks of consumablo goods, oven though used in tho process of
manufacturo and nob for sale, would not be insurable as the requirements of
permancncy would not, be satisfied. It will appear from tho above that machinery
and plant exclude such artieles s lubricating oils.

Tn connection with the last sentence of this explanation the
Qovernment of India jssued an amendment of Section 2 of the
War Risks (Factories) Insurance Ordinance in January 1943, so
as to make it clear that “mill stores” not properly classifiable as
“‘machinery or plant” but requived for the purposes of production
or manufacture (c.g. lubricating oils, coal, belting etc.) are insurable
under the Ordinance. The amended sub-clause () of Section 2
now reads as follows :—

er his Ordinance’ means, in relation to any factory,
hero they aro for the time being goods insurable
1040, all plant and machinery

) *property insurable und
the faotory_buildings and, except W o
under {ho War Risks (Goods) Insurance Orndinance,




i tho Iactory, all materials in o factory for us
of motive power, or in Plant and machinery or fu g
imstruction or recoustriction or mainteaanco of astory buildings, and such othey
plat, uachivery or waterials a5 may be preseribeg.

{ransmission

2) “Properly insurable under this Ordinance” ; Machinery
and plant in transit to factory.—To meet a point raised by the
Chamber through the Associated

the Government of

rule 17 to the War Risks (I
X ‘¢ to or appropriated for the purposes of

o factory (being a factory which s insurable under

i or in any ‘territory to which

applies, provided that such plant

7 s ot for the tima being covored tgamst Wy Risks by

& larine insurance policy whereby it is snreq
nsurabietor S5 AN 5 valuo for tho time being and provided aleo that it s

Ry mswable for the tie being wnder the VWay 1S (Goods) Insurance Ordinance
Mo, IX of 1910).

This rule covers, inter alig
when in transit to the factory,

(8) 80% limit ; “Measures taken, under

A DPoint of importance arising in connection wigh, the War Risks
(Factories) Insmance Ordinance and Rules was placed before the
Guvem_xpen@ of India by the Chamber on the 2nd July; it veferred
to policies issued under the scheme which provide for insurance
cover in respect of loss or damage caused by any act comprised in
the expression VW Risks” as defined in fhe Rules, subject inter
alia to the provisos (i) that the | the Governor-General
shall in no case exceed 80% of the interest of {he insured in the
Droperty affected or 80% of the sum insured whicheyer jg less, and
(i) that no liability shal] attach for the figy one thousand rupees
o 20% of the loss or dunags whichever is greator.

In elussifying “Way Riggg
which occur a a resul of agiiny ¢
0 memy, and (i) thoge yegupil
‘under I}aroper.antlwri]ty”, the Chamber sgq,
war risks coming under the first category s 2
that Government’s liility shontd, by comtraer wilh thy maible
imited to 80%, but that' there war) justification 1
limitation being appiied in thy e o1 1035 or damago
of war risks in the second category C o fimge a

5 imported machinery and plant

proper authority”.—

into two

categories viz. (i) thoge
aken by

an enemy or in combating
fom ‘measures  taken

It was pointed qut that v
authority”” it was reasonable
be clear and definite
submitted that where

tlt;e'rx\s::‘oas‘xl‘;est nr]c taken “undey proper
n LSS thai the opqey 1
mn  their scope, ey e .

soohe Chamber  {herpfor

damage Was caug; Y e

under proper authority” the cover given ;;1 L;:Z in;‘:xi:(sl“:is u‘l":]kig
o

(19 )

i “deni res’ under section
% ially so in the case of “‘denial mensures” un
S R e Drdinance (o 36005 ot 1 Fates.

Tn view of the foregoing, Government welre “ﬂce{l"voqt\oe‘;fi‘gﬁr
sheme to meet the point in .
a suitable amendment of the sc! the
:I‘l?c matter is under the consideration of Government.

s taz.—In reply to questions
)V Income tax and cxcess profils g :
\Iu(‘(illl before the Board of Revenue !)y the Chamber ,‘ ”~“€] iol\r}\r;zf
Tavo made it cleat, firstly, that promiums payable under the War
Risks (Factorie Tnsurance Ordinance will bo & pomsile

ction for income-tax and excess profits ta ses;
f:i:;:d;;y,‘ that compensation payable by Government under the
scheme will not be liable to tax.

(5) Advisory Comnmittoe.—The following were nominated by
the Associaled Chambers of Commerce of Tndia to serve 0 o
Advisory Commitice whieh the Government of Tndia propose

i s ted with  fhe

i 1 advise them on m:\tle_!s connee| the
:::;v‘;::lr'\‘i‘slru(ninn of the War Risks (Tactories) Insurance Scheme :

() The HWon. Mr. R. R. Haddow, Messrs. Mackinnon,

Mackenzie & Co., Caleutta.
(2) Mr. R. W. Bullock, Messrs. Forbes, Torbes, Campbell &
Co., Td., Bombay.

(3) Mr. B. 8. Taurence, Messrs. Best & Co., T.d., Madras.

r c
(6) Balloon Barrage.—As the result nl;] c(:‘r;elfggxie;\hz
peehanged wilh the Charber, & easo was sescnily pob belore the
Government. of Tndin for clarification of the position n regmxd to
damage attributable to a barrage balloon on the
premises.

intimated  that,
Tn the crse in question, Goverment infimated that,
in their apinion, accidental damage ocourring s the dirct resnlt
of the presence of the barrage balloon on Lhe‘lo s of the eodowns
in the erafees of tho mi concerned would he
War Risks (Factories) Tsurance Ordinance.

R Dt e Chambe ke for iho
'ru;«‘nilg‘r‘:;tx?or‘&(;rpﬁ}e‘:\?::rk kel o bo lfected by the pronoren
e e e S D
?ﬁ?u’f.ﬂ{""'ﬁ'n.ﬁ'“'.mhvféu? L e
'1;:e'r"?::«?.:;;;Icﬂ}x;:o‘:::n;i ,“bhe Calcuttn Jute Dealers Association
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and the Joint Inland Steamer Companies, the latier being
principally concerned.

There was general agreement that the formulation of such u
scheme was necessary and desirable, and it was recommended that
all mechanically propelled and towed craft wherever plying on the
inland waters of India should be covered, possibly with the
insurance being compulsory only in respect of craft over a valuation
limit, which was suggested as Rs. 1,000, or over a tonnage-carrying
capacity of 20 tons.

It was suggested to Government {hat the “proposed scheme
should form part of, or an addition to, the War Risks (Iactories)
Insurance Scheme on ihe analogy of the War Damage Act in the
United Kingdom, and that it should not be the policy of
Government fo treat the insurance of inland eraft as a separate and
neessarily  self-supporting project. It was considered that the
inclusion of inland craft in the Tactories Tnsmance Scheme would
serve to widen its application and consequently to spread the risk.
No reason was seen why tho insurance of inland craft—so essential fo
the prosccution of the war—should be isolated from other forms of
property insurance and made the subject of a separate scheme,
merely because the bulk of it was situated in North-Tast Tndia and
operating—largely in the interests of the war effort—in a danger
area. Tf inland craft were thus treated, the premium under such

neeessarily be so high as to constitute

a restricted scheme wonld

an insupportable burden on the owners. The Chamber contended
that property insurance against war risks should bo pooled on an
all-India basis and that the one form of insurance should support
the other.

quernmept were asked to give sympathetic consideration to
the points which had been raised, and especially to {he position
of the Tnland Steamer Companies in Tastern Bengal and Assam
which presents peculiar problems af the present” time. These
p;nh]em&‘ it was undtcr(x:tood by the Chamber, had been the subject
o separate representations {o the Depari, Var Try
by oo reprsentations Department of War Transport

The Tatest development,
convened a conference in N
to consider such a scheme w
the War Risks (Factories)

is that the Government of Tndia have
I?’wl T}ch_lu on the 6h March 1943
ich 1t 3s proposed ghon), 'm part
Tnsurance Scheme, hould form part of
Proposed comoulsory war yj i

. sks ing
)mmovabl§ Dl‘pperty..—A record of the p:-nnq:lqll;unr::l fc;ﬁ
Goverament in this cannection was mibfighey i the report for 1041
Subsequently letters were received  from |ncmhcrsm"|skir:g'folz

o)

ssurances {hat the scheme embraced the concerns with which they
assurances tha E
were connected.

X i amber issued
ircular No. 108-1942 of the 17th April, the Cham
i xlllc'l‘ley-lé:::l:):'(li:nt\cc No. XTV of 1942 which, however, conﬁnel%
i:’-elf 1o the cover of factory buildings, plant and mm:hmeqfL and
ufc surface plant of mines, to the exclusion of private property.

i X addressed the Government
The Chamber Committee thereupon ad
of Benl;nl ulrlging that steps should be taken to avrange for a §<lzl\enl|c
iving war risk cover, cither voluntarily or compulsori y[I le
fmmovable property other than that included within the scope of th
Ordinance.

On the 26th May the Chamber received a letter t];x't_"vn_|1i:‘|'c’
Government of Bengal (Commerce and Tahonr Dennrtmev}“ mw‘“(‘E
attention to a resolution recently passed appointing a Commm e
to i a scheme of i _against, or o0 tion for,
war damage to immovable property in gcncrnl.. [Cn-pytl(:- .“Ea to
embodying some points for discussion prepared for ho use of
members of the Tinquiry Committce was enclosed for peruss . The
Chamber was requested to submit (‘0 Government, after consulta -
with interesied affiliated ~institutions, a rpcmornndum‘/‘on he
subject, and it was suggesied that a meeting shonld take fp(uw
hetween Government's ref tives and rey of ]
(‘hamber.

The matier was referred to appropriate Suh-(‘nmmﬂk}cg fm;
consideration and opinion. A special Committee was then m'n:le;
and a meeting with Government’s representatives took place on i]'/
12th June when various fentative proposals put forward by the
Chamber Commitiee were discussed.

The Government Commitice's roport has since been pu]l:xvislbe‘g
it i v eration
and it is understood that it is now under F{)n:ljv by ‘
Government of Tndia along with other provincial Government
reports on the same subject.

War Injuries Scheme, .1942.—Twly in F‘ch_?mry (Ti‘:
Gosernment of Tndin wero asked by the Chamber o clarify cortain
points arising wnder the amended War Risks Ordinance and the
War Tnjuries Scheme, 1942, issued under notification No. ]
of the st January 1942.

Tnder clanse 4 of the War Tniuics Shome, payments :;:cy«‘:fr
earded, amone others, to ““a civil defence volunt " in ros

a wai ﬂ:gr\"i‘;z injury, and to a *‘gainfully oceupied person I|]x|r$p"¢:,;
of & war injury.  There are two scales of temporary allowa
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under Part 1T of the Scheme, and of disability pension under
Part IIT. The higher scale of temporary allowance and disability
pension applies only, under clauge 2@2)(e), in the casc of
{a) ““a war injury sustained by a civil defence volunieer... N
(b) “a war injury sustained by a gainfully occupied or other person
“‘compelied by Government ordor to be present in the locality
“where (and ‘at the time when) such injury was sustained”. A
Civil Defence Volunteer means 7 member of a “Civil Defence
Organisation” so certified by the Central Government. Under
Schedule 1, a “Civil Defence Organisation” includes A. R, P.
Organisations “established by a Provincial Government and also
“cerlain private organisations recognised by the Central or
“Provincial Government”’,

and

The Chamber pointed out to Government, that many industrial
and commercial establishments had set up private organisations
which were not recognised for the purposcs pf the War Tnjuries or
other scheme, such organisations  being comprised of gainfully
occupied persons who had undertaken A, R. P, work of the various
types specified in Schedule 1—including demolition work, which
Was not mentioned separately in the Seloma, Ty was considered by
the Chamber that such organisations <hanld qualify for relief—in

sieh private A. R. P, organisations under elyuse 5 of Schedule 1
of the War Tnjuries Scheme,

Government  informed the  Chamber
Governments were authorised |
War Tnjuries Scheme to Te

that the provincial
°Y paragraph 2 of schedule T of {he
; cognise private mraanisations of the
nature specified therein, and on such recognition the oreanisation
wonld hecome a civil defence organisation within the parview of
clause 3. Regnrding organisations i

i not cons;i i
War Tniuries Scheme, as in thej
than the ordinavy pubfi,

Two Central Government; nofifiat: s wore i itli
o the pghant Comermmen ations were ssned. entitling

@) employmentg notified undey the i i

yments e Tesential Sepy
(Maintenance) Ordinance, anq sentil Serviees

(ii) certain employments in

specified and hagqy, d
y cific azardons aveas,
such as major ports ang Tiverine arepg, e

The position of factory

Tabour generay
and the view of the Chamb, L em

er is that o el NS inprovided for

ees of factories, the
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[ i ¢ indirectly contributory to wai
[ which is direetly or indivectly n y o
;:‘l{;::f:li?m x;wuld be brought on to the higher scale of relief

i S vernment are not prepared to consider
. IL.]S un@erstugﬂf!xifg\cmyl o P § Sd‘e{neﬂof
!n“fxr;nce whereby the existing relief will be brought u{]e Oe ;cz
;ciie of “Workmen’s Compensation'}’_ L‘elllfft 'Szllﬁ};l,r?ﬂf:b; g; -
i d 0 ing 2
vill be remembered, did not conunend itsel
;\u']e o? India when previously proposed by Government.

The scheme has not yet been formulated, but the main Fotilnt
is that (tovernment will not consider extending the scupf_o] 1;
higher scale of relief to any calegories other than those which ar
already effected.

Injury or damage caused by.urmy drivers tvvhgln
on duty.—In ihe 1941 report nltcnuon]wqi dy::]wneSl]th océ
i i ilitary thorities in res
atisfactory attitude of the Military Authorit
s by members of the public for compensation for dar}a?gﬁeio
property or injury to persons caused by drivers of military vehicles.

A copy of the resolution which was un:minf\outslly ng:golsguzg
) ral Meeting of the Associ

this subject at the Annual General Meeti 3
Clmmbexj's and a report of the discussion wlfncil Iéyecedref%;tsrueclzﬁg:ﬁ
were forwarded to the Government of India. Tt i
urged upon Government the necessity for mtroductlpg Ei?g“t'\]::
measures {0 enable the public to recover compensaf |fn vom the
Military Authorities in cases of aceidents caused by the neglig
or improper driving of military dvivers.

In replying on the 16th Murch, the Govelirlr}’lzn]ﬁugfbe]r:(lc‘;}
stated that owing to the present emergency, ‘«;erly dmfgmining hus
military drivers were required for enrolment an e Cp e
making an increase in the number of accidents lznevm e «m gratia
ol e given fo the local Militry Authorites to mako b g7obi
payments of limited amounts in cases Om:mnt could mot
particularly to the poorer classes, but Glac‘;er cople, although
undertake the risk of heavy claims by wealthi r(l;h‘a basis.
such claims would also be considered on an 6z g

. - N iew:
The Chamber Commitiee, on ;h:!\'mgl (éa;%m‘::ee;;tl Spu‘r"l;osz
placed before them, were of the opinion, e o T, S
wonld be served by pressing the matter further kc‘:?!l by the Chamber
et Tsmrance Assocfation. hosever, e Bote O T ieh
to collect, particulars of any nfg‘,al‘]va;“;‘nszanvci;v f huvdship which
. ir enf o s
;:‘o‘;;ht eucbor‘:iitetlotouc]eeo‘::en;men: backed by ov;ie'nttll]nalti\ﬁpgggm'fl‘;‘z
Association subsequently informed the Chamber




(24 )

army motor vehicles had improved, and that this, coupled with
the fact that private motoring had been greatly reduced, had
tesulted in few cases of hardship having been reported so far as
insured vehicles only are concerned. ’

Lnquiries made by the Associated Chambers on un all-Tndia
scale have elicited similar evidence and the President of that bod
has recently decided that theve is at present insufficient factual
evidence of widespread hardship to justify a further approach to the
Government of India.

Having regard to the legal position and the anomalies resulting
from it, the Chamber, with a- view to the enforcing of more rigid
discipline over the driving in the Calcutta area of vehicles belonging
to the Forces, addressed the Chief Commissioner of Civil Defence
Caleutta, and the Commissioner of Police. Tn referring to breaches
of traffic regulations and road courtesies, the Chamber drew
attention in particular to the following :—

(1) exceeding of the speed limit, particularly in the suburbs;
(2) swinging out at corners;

(8) uncontrolled exits to streets from d
ts, b
‘compounds generally ; epots: houses and

(4) failure to keep to the left side of the road ;

(5) contravention of the Ij
unmasked headlights
traffic; and

ighting regulations by the use of
s to the confusion of on-coming

(6) failure to st r s
b moﬂcscm;;?d render assistance on the occurrence
The Government of Ben,

g G X al, (P
:;:k_l:olwlgdfmg l:hls letter, caid ha the Qi},‘f;’en
1t had been brought to the notice of the Mil; i
Fomte Ax:lthontles who Were very much e:\livlem::l;y 2;“1 Ro?’?)‘l o
E‘eei: foned. It was explained thag g military provost]e 1{10 s
frane organised to enforce orders which had esn oy ooy

e driving of motor vehicles on the Caleutta rmdsgsued regding

Department, in
tations contained

c
and (b) the gross
which had been
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A. R. P.—A diversity of subjects coming within the orbit of
Air Raid Precautions has been before the Chamber during the
year, It will only be possible, within the scope of this Report, to
efer briefly to the salient points which have engaged and are
engaging the Chamber’s attention. They include the following :—

(@) Labour atiitude lo aerial attuck.—In January the Industrial
Affairs Sub-Committee discussed with the Director of Civil Defence,
Caleutta Area, various points—broadly classifiable under the heading
of meusures to prevent the dispersal of labour and to retain the
services of workers in the event of air raids. Co-ordination and
uniformity in weeting the demands of labour was the objective.
The need for the provision of adequate shelters, the intensification
of A. R, I. work, compensation payments, danger allowances, etc.,
was discussed in detail.

(b) Labour morale.~Large scale industries, benefiting from
the experience of Rangoon, have done much to maintain morale
amony labour forces—-Huropean and Anglo-Indian personnel who
are in duily touch with labour have been put in charge of A, R. P.
anungements—shepherding them to their slit trenches or shelters
and remaining with them throughout the alert. A. R. P. squads
organised from wmongst labour are specially paid, and in many

ry inducement to return to work after a raid is
offered.  Tood is stocked and provided at cost price as a further
inducement, in addition to dearness and other aliowances. In fact
no reasonuble precaution has been omitted likely to instil confidence
and solidarity among the labour. .

(¢) Provision and  distribution of cooked food.—The
Government of Bengal in May strongly recommended that, in
addition to the steps already taken by most lrge scale industrial
employers to ensuve supplies of essential foodstuffs to their
employees, arrangements should also be made, collectively or
otherwise, for the establishment of an adequate organisation for
the cooking of food and its distribution in an emergency. In

ding the dation of Government to all Industrial
Associations and to mdividual industrial interests, the Chamber
Committee requested that they be informed of any measures faken
to implement 1t.

(d) Japanese broadeasts.—The (hamber considered the effect
on labour of Japanese broadcast propaganda, and, although alive
to its obvious dangers, did not think its effects were far-reaching,
mainly because such broadcasts did not reach labour direct. The
fecling prevalent in Caleutta, however, is that steps should be taken
to prevent Tokyo propaganda from reaching the worker at all, and
the Department of Information and Broadeasting were asked by the
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Chamber for any i i
a y information the; ) i
which had been taken to uc]lievey Jsglgnglve regurding the steps

¢) Slit trenches,—.
(e) trenches.—At the end of January the Chamber received
y receive

from the Govern
o e ment of Bengal copics of the Ilatest approved

(1) slit trenches;

id shelters, suitabl
i according to size, 30, 4(el
5 units respectively. :

9) 4
@) abarve-grouml arch type brick air 1
ax'r]nboul', to accommodate
or 50 persons in 3, 4 or

Copies of the desi
\ i gns were distri
Chamber who expressed need of ﬂ:lx)lllncd t0 those members of th
) Training
- 9 of Class TII  Instrye
therglu]\mittﬂof e Bonger 21 Imlrugcla@-—’l‘he Traming
u Rgp I“S:G yf:u' ;eervwe has  organised
- ROP. T X i
th et i o g snure e mollots of e
g ve bombs or attack by i i
atta y incendiary

or phosphorous bom e Cham as given several seats
s bs.
" 1e Chamber was ¢

a series of short intensi

L) First Aid leetyre,

5T
of fhe 8, The Benga] Provincial Branch

John A
ml; :
o the | in practieee Association “arranged  soveral
he fre a o PR A
04 eatment neces - {i“]")‘ particular reference
p air
the Chamber . raids. Members were

1
throngliont the yoqy, ¢ 1°F the courses,

() Buildin,
No. 2421949 my W“"’”"S»—Durjn
4 note framed ‘l‘),;sullzs‘;fd to _all mernhgers Si?,?tcmber circular
sation of

Comprehensive j
om e in ;
of building wardug w0 ™8H0N rezarding e gy
Government of Bc""«l‘y be found in o 1>00k‘|““e§ and functions
Government, of Tgpeay t]:opms of which can , et issued by the
. a1, Book Depot, \\'r'ilc.yc]?b-',"]'”““ from the
0 Use of teloph Puildings.
letter No, ]-276-1942” ii:c*‘] after air raig, or al .
o copy of ‘a Telter remeosio Members iy Noyarn With circular
Committce, Bengal, wersed M the Chaipman “er %5 appended
the use of tolaphones n S50 the vita] negaees, 2 Relntions
of cals for e oncé AT a0 aie 12ig g beCSSUS for minimising
other calls must bo snbmaﬁ::{!zﬁs;;r t. t’:::e handling
hem, 7 ance, and all

o)

The Bengal Telephone Corporation have intimated that if
use of non-essential telephones takes place after

abnormal o
ary to delay the resumption of the

re-conneetion, it may be necessi
general service for some hours.

Alternative  officc  accommodation  for business
sstablishments  damaged —in air  7aids.—Ab the  suggestion
of a member, the Chamber considered early in the year
the possibilities of a co-operative scheme among member firms and
companics o provide for the eventuality of existing office buildings
being destroyed or damaged as the result of enemy action. A
circular was issued asking members to submit opinions on a proposal
that each office might pay into a pool a rental figure which in the
ageregate would cover floor space for say 59—or some percentage
to be decided after discussion—of their normal. Tt was suggested
that the Government of Bengal might then be asked to assist by
giving an assnrance that buildings on which commercial interests
had obtained a lien would not be put to other uses and would, if
necessary, be requisitioned for offices.

The replies received to this circular indicated no strong desire
on the part of the general body of members for co-operative action
on the lines snggested, and the Chamber Committee therefore
decided to allow the matter to drop.

(M Tube Wells.—Tt was reported to the Chamber early
in 1942 that of the large number of tube wells which had been
sunk thronghout the city of Caleutta as 2 special A. R. P.
measure, those on the main thoroughfares were for the most part
in working order but many of those in less accessible streets
functioned inadequately or not at all. The Chamber suggested to
the Chief Commissioner of Civil Defence, Bengal, that the matter
might with advantage be made the subject of an enquiry.

The Chief Commissioner stated that out of 2,500 wells sunk
in the city there were then about 2,000 in daily use and producing
potable water. Wells in constant use worked  efficiently
Bt thase which had boon neglected as o source of water supply
rapidly silted up. Considerable difficulty had also been caused by
the theft of working parts of wells. but Government had now
otentod) specinl squads to maintain thom and it was expected that
(his would improve {the position.

with the Registrar of Assurances.
a member, the Chamber wrote  to
pointing out that in_tho event of
inal documents of considerable
Registrar of Agsurances, might

() Documents filed
—At the instance of
the Government of Rengal,
sovere nir attacks on Calouttn. orig
value, and the records filed with the
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:yaekg‘es(mycd, "Ihe Chamber enquired whether Government by
foken, ora p‘mpnscd to take, action by way of transferring a}l}
selusble documents to] underground sheliers ontside the city, yuy
as informed that orders had been issued  for Wl
s informe hat orders | issned for the romoval fo
Tegnore ofﬁcc.1 uable documents and fundamental records in the

*\vﬁffﬁ??n‘md dlstnbu_tion of essential foodstuffs,
Thabile the mmajority of employing interests. in accortance with
Shops famier's xecommiendution in April 1949, established food
vems dor e supply of ssential commoditics 1o theie hbou,
yon o Mifalties wore experienced during the Tater part of the
o ainin (he necessary supplics throngy the nommal raie
Chapets. Droposals were herefore made for the creation or
onsaey uspices of o coniml purchasing and - dictribting
xansttion ] nc].\\lmjlv} be able to deal direct with Government o
urchas 4 " on & . ral

phrehaso of food on behalf of purtcipants - fhe e
o il was formuated with Governmont. knowlode ant
Py i T Izl Bpon the co-oporation of Govornment,
o Sl Tl o

Tn cirenlar N

roposed arran ! of memberg HM
pt”l:xf::dr".rlriivf'crcn's for distrbution. framee. .l OF (he
prices, and for 0‘1|i:"',.'c';]f;":""|‘;’¥ supplied with fond af :Km";hlz
forthwith ; adj oo e el e ronend o] e
f r“:lv;llrl;énigli"s(]mcnt and irnpmw»mo':lr:c“_"“‘l;t: P]](:nce(]e(] with
gnined, —EPHA=haNe {0 be mmade in if,6 Iir]rl;fwtz;‘mgxl‘:’m}m_
. ni erience

To cirenlar No.
o cirenlar No. 9261949 of g1,
conies of e ; 2 of the 316t Auangt w,
Direotor of Gy 50 Which Tnd hown orehanury® (17060
the Govornment {;fnpnrhu::‘ Bengal, from i nIF,'zf’d with the
and intimatod {hat (e oo the decision o e Frmanbos
create conditi Y Would Ao evorylhine > fha
vy ions undor whicy esgenin) e 17 {1 power to
atior of vy rao Wies i oy, 0 be made
T e e
e mable (o accepl

n similar obligation.

As it was vealic
As it was realised flg i
medinm rice w ileranhe S Sl
participants i‘,‘,ﬂ,';lv? M;I considerahly glmm‘r&‘tllbph'w mpecirse mnd
chome hag fo e sebemo wor aqyicon ! sapamhor's neots,
the limited sup, 11;.".(1 b fecossary {o exér«-fln iy Mg in the
plies at the Chanber's digpe) an ’;Tf”’ (hoyming of
Sand that they should,
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iherefore, take any opportunitics which might ocenr of purchasing
whatever qualities and quantities of rice might be available
1o cover their near requirements. The svstem of control now in
operation prevents purchases on any substantial scale otherwise
than hrongh Ciovernment channels ‘on which, consequently, the
Chamber scheme is now dependent for supplies.

The Chamber continued during the initial period of the scheme
to meet, af reasonable price Jevels, the essenfinl food requirements
of the cmplovees, partienlarly the industrial employecs of those
parficipating in the scheme.  When supplies were plentiful during
November, the opportimity was {aken to plan a re-organisation of
the scheme in the light' of the experience gained during the
proceding few months. Partienlare af fhe revieed arransements
wore contained in eirenlar No. 10-1.8. of the st Decomber 1042,
The pracess of re-organigation, however, was impeded by the acnte
vise in prices which cenrred in December and by {he air raids which
fonk place in the Calenttn area during the Christmas period. The
combined offect of these was rreatly to inerease the complexities
and diffienltios of the supply, labour and fransport probleme.  Tor
fhose rensons and beeanse of {he varied and. at (hat time, largelv
unen-ordinated control measures inetitnied by the provineial
CGovernments, it has hoen necossary sinee the close of the vear fo
operate the scheme on o “hand-fo-month” basis which, thongh
smgatisfactory from the point of view of the scheme. has nevertheless
in fhn case of industrinl participants to keep
< inet ahove the danger level and to nssist emplovers of labonr
i confinne the nolicv of snoplementing wages by the provision of
ccsential foodstuffs af subsidiced rates in preference to increasing
each denrness allowances hevond the level al which they were
Jished towards the end of 1942,

The exicting supnly nosition has heen fullv outlined in twn
cirenlare jssued since the elase of the vear—in cirenlar No, 18.T.8
of the 15th Tannary and eivenlor No, 92-F.8. of the 8th Tebroary.

Cost of living: ( Price confrol and profilrering.—
Owine fo the numerons enanivies which were heing received hy the
Chief Controller of Prices, Bengal, rezarding the pos'tion of stocks
of foodsiufls and the Government machinery for making pr
control measures effective. the Crovernment of Bengal snog
formine an 1mofficial Advisory Committee  throngh —which t
Canfroller of Prices could explain perodically the position regarding
{lie availability of slocks of foodstnfMs at controlled prices.

which were acreed nnen by ihe

The followine nominations.
B and the Tastern Tndia

Chamber’s Tndustrial Affairs Sub-Commitiee
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Committee of the Timpl Ted i
by the Chopetarhe T of India were submitied

Mr. D. Ghdding, o.rr., Caleutta

Corponaiion Tlectric Supply

Mr. G. M. Garrie, Messrs. Thomas Dull & Co., L.,

Mr. B. A. Paterson, Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co.
Mr. A, H. Bishop, Messrs. Guest, Keen, Williams, Ltd.

The first meeting of the
Control was held at the Indian
the 19th May 1940,

Joint Advisory Committce for Price
Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, on

7 .
a [(]I:Z rl: t‘fx,le:::aw;tl of eredit facilities i the  bagaar—
peai ﬂ:le (:_ several members the Chamber Committee
o thaeat och:‘es I101:: of whether there was any necessity for action
Clorion m(]; oyers in connection with the requesti by Indian
lesionl stall :‘va vn;lces of salary to carrv them over the difficulty
becausg of ot Placed by the withdrmwal of eredit in the hasmer

e o WA situation.  Trom enquiries made on the
AN m:;,rm dlhere was evidence to show that credit in the
i individu:ﬁm st;me contraction and it was felt. therefore that
nvolved. fhe pnsigz‘por}v(e]:zi rwizra_mﬁsﬁefl that real hardship was

o met by ont or ofhoy o o fr;lllzm clerical and other etaff should

e lowing means :—
) e temporas i i
montiy pugne:‘rtxéfod\|ctlon of weekly instead of
(if) Relief through co- i i

e gh co-operative credit societics where these
(i#) Small advances if necessary,

i(e)  Credit faciliti
Chaminer et fucilities wnder gy 4o iti
i colrlr::?‘géfse fW{éle asked to snbm:: lh:i):ri' m":?“The
allowed, and the substitution of o E‘niﬁ"w??ﬁ"éf‘T o lithorio

s rder system,

In the opinion of the
restricting or continuin,
Exl‘c}tmstnnces of each

usiness transacted ; t}
obtaining at the fime, © 7! “Hent concemeg

ommittee the question of withdrawin
ties deponded entircly an e
i the mature of the
i and the conditions

It was thought neifh
§ doug er necesss i
recommendations on {he quesmn':““}’ nor desirahle 1, make any
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(@) Remuneration Lo staff.—Irom time to time thronghol_\t the
year under review the Chamber Committee have given advice to
members on the question of suitable rates of dearness allowances
for various categories of staff.

Cost of Living Indices: («) Middle Class.—The C]nqmber
has continued to issuc to members throughout the year an index
compiled by the Statistical Department of Capital of the middle
class cost of living in Caleutta. Taking August 1039 as a base,
the index figure has risen progressively to 125 for January 1942 and
in December 1942 stood at 196.

(b) Working Class.—Members bave also been issued with
copies of the working cluss cost of living index, caleulated
fortnightly on the basis of retail prices prevailing in and around
Caleutta. ~ Taking the cost of living on 1st September 1939 as 100,
the index had risen by December to 109. In January 1940 it stood
at 108, and at the end of December 1941 the figure was 12?. _In
January 1942 the figure had fallen to 121, and thereafter the indices
have shown a steady rise. At the end of August ]942 the index
figure was 148, Scptember 143, November 184, and in December
stood at 218.

(¢) Anglo-Tndians.—This figure al December 1942 stood at 156.

(d) Buropeans.—At the end of December the index figure was
145, As in the case of the Middle Class Index the indices for
Anglo-Tndians and Turopeans are cirenlated privately and have
been constructed for the Chamber by Capital.

Identity Discs.—The Ciovernment of _Inﬂia's Tdentity
Dise Scheme is designed with the object of securing ?OH_’)[)GI’]SMI?"
and pensions for  dependants of air raid  vietims;  the
substantiation of such claims can be ensured for one anna—the
price of a disc. The discs are manufactured by Government afnd
distributed by them to provincial Governments who mrange for
sale through agencics such as post offices, police stations,
sub-registrars’ offices, local elf-government bodies, large sllopgd
managers of large industvial concerns, railways, and :lur 'L]im
wardens by house to house visits. The discs are s}nrw}}zc d“i‘ h o
serics of numbers, and the religions denomination is indicated by an
appropriafe initial.

their

Cirenlar No. 275-1042 of the 19th November outlined the
procedure o be adopted in_(he effective operation .nf the scheme,
partienlar attention being drawn to the following :—
strial employeos (i.e. those employed in factorics,

. ir indu ¢ ; i
e S o dustrial avea incuding (he ily, employers ehoold mako
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application to the Chief Inspeetor of Factories, Tengal, for the o
requreuents of Ideutity Discs, stating separately tio. humber rey
of “the following religions denotninations —r

mployers' total
wired for each

Hindu, Muslim, Parsi, §ikh, Jain, Jew, Christian, Buddbist and Confucian,

Ayben applyiog for tho diccs, payment for them at the rate of one ung cach
shiould bo made to the Ghief Inspector of Factorics. The latier will 1o supply
the necessary number of discs and o corresponding number of challans i triplicate
10 bo filled i by the cuployer, who will dispose of the ehnllany £ follows, in
ferms of paragraph 2 of the Government pauphic

@) When the challan relates to the city of Caleutta—
(@) forward the original
Stre Ut

to the Civil Defence Information Bureau, 14, Bontinck
, Caleutta;

(6) keep the duplicate copy;

(©) forward the remaining copy to the Com

meree and Labour Dy
Government of Bengal, Writers' Buil g 1T Department,

dings, Caleut(a,
(@) When the dhallan relates to an arca outside Caleutta city—
(@ forwand he original and duplicate 1o the District Offeer of the aren
<oncerned ;

(b) keep the rem

ng copy.

DBe-In reepect of stafl, other dian factory staf, (o.g. ofice stafl in tho
Calenta industrial area, if ‘swounting in“total o 25 ‘or uore, cmployers hould
fauke spplietion to the Central Identity Discs Depot, Writers: uiidimge. Calontis
for thair total xequirewents of dises, stating scpiraicly the pumber b o of
o e dligious demominations 'referrd fo.above.. Such appliention sy by
Sy pamie by 8 copy of a Reserve Buok chullun ahowing that payinent s one
T, such for tho total mumber of discs roquired has. boen juade vt (e Tescne
Bak under the Leading “LI-F inary Receipts—Other proceeds

of Tdentity Dises’

e Qentral Depot wil then supply the necessary mumber of discs and a
Sonieaponding mumbor of challuns in triplicato to be i 1 by the employer who
Panupbigy s, tho cballons as follows, su terma of paragraph ot she Tcne e
0 When the challan. relaes to the city of Cateutto—
(a) 'msvﬂztth?: :m&ul {0 the Civil Defence Tuformation Burcau, 14, Bentinck
() eep the duplicate;
() formard the remaining copy 10 e g
mmerc Liaby it
Government, of Beugal, Writers- Buildings, Caleqiie " Deparimen

) When the challan relaes to an arey gyige Caleutta city,
(a) forward the origis plic "
e iginal and duplicate 4, the Distriet Officer of tho ares
) keep the remaining copy,
In view of the bearing of g i
 Dearing he Tdq s S i
under the War Injuvics Scheme, g, o, 21505 Scheme on yelief

employers would co-operate on the hl](]eﬁ(ﬂ;a;gf&[ boped - thatall
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India Rules: (a) Strikes and lockouts.—In
the (B:Sfﬁ?i? ﬁxitll'u dated 21st January, the Central Gu\’el'nmel_{lt
blished an amendment in ll|9 Defence of India Rules, name]};
Fle insertion of Rule 81A, dealing with strikes and lock»o;x(s. o
in their opinion action is necessary for the ma ““(;."'ﬂlngeo ?c]%)!\;m:t
order or the efficient prosecution of the war, the C'en ral Gov
may by general or special order make provision :

(@ prolibiting, subject to the provisions of the order, a strike
or Jock-out in counection with any trade dispute;

(b) referring, or authorising the ]’rov_i)_xcifnl Gover»nm»c\\t_ to
rcl'vl".’uny trade dispute for conciliation or adjudication
in the manner provided in the order; and

(e) 1o

quiring employers to observe such terms qnd'conqlllh‘o]x;z
ol employment as may be determined in accor “l-
with the order to be, or to be not, less fn\'opr.bblc than
those existing in their respective undertakings at al]\):
time within three months preceding the date of the
order.

In March, in exercise of the powers con_fcn'ed. b)i .I(u]c 81A,
the Central Government published the following order :—

i ki ” ke in conncetion
No person_canployd in any undertaking shall go on strike |
before siriking, not less than 14 days' provious notice in writing of his i
50 1o do. ) .
(2) When any trade dispute has been referred to 5-_2”(‘0:{;.[ o;r Ii:?z\:;;yofrm
Board of Conciliution under Illlc Trade l‘)mplllﬂ\‘&l(‘ l}.‘;::k-:";h]c‘ I O e Dofnse
n or adjudication under an order made Aot e Dutence
e erson._cmployed in any undertaking concern 1
S o i {1 o oxpiry af two months ater the conclusion of tho
procecdings wpon such reference.

' re tha during the year
"The Chamber has had occasion more than once g ve
under review {o consider the attitude of the Go\'e{nmﬁnt t:lfolgino,,‘;x;
towards the question of enforcing, in individual cases, )eng rovi ons
of its own orders. The matter js at present a;_vm]: c_u,.x;n g he
attention of the Chamber in collaboration with the Turope:
in the Bengal Legislture. - :
(b) Responsibilities of owners and vecupicrs f’! bmizh?a];.c;’-’l:ll
Notification No. 3459-P of the 1st April, the (_.o\]’:ll]\mcr:heoc[rean;)[
ted an amendment to the Defenee nf‘]m]x:.n ules, Rahciuial
which was to relieve the employ ']of his rr"”“?:xpl:li'lccs. bility to
i ags for e s drawing
provide water containers and sandbags fo polyees
1]{& :!4)Lper month or less, when such employees reside in quarters
not owned by the employer.

This amendment gave effect to representations “ll"f.h had been
made to the Commissioner of Civil Defence.




(84 )
(@) Application of Rule 5I-L:
Chamber suggested for consideration to t}
ovder applying the

Company  records ~The
he Government of Bengul
provisions of Rule 517,
ia Rules {o Caleuttn and such other urban
ince as might be thought. necessary,

the desirability of an
of the Defence of Ind
tréas within the proyi

As members are aware (he Rules w
to'include a new provision—No, 51.I,
Government or the Provincia
declure the provision of {he
in the order, whe;
“‘company the regis

cre amended in May
—to the effect that the Centry]
1l Government, may, by notified order,
rule 1o apply to any local aren specified
upon inter alia it shall be lawful “for any
ed office of which is situate in that area to
stered office all or any of its registers, books
documents and keep them in’such place of
@ the directors of the Compuny may think fit".

“'of account and othey
“salety

SO0 the Th July (he Bong
applying the provisions of Rule
1.

al Government issued an order
51T to the areas specified below i
Caleutta as defined in clg

ause (11) of section 8 of the
alentta, Municipal Act, 1923, E

o

Sadar Sub-division, Diamond Harbouy Sub-division and
b;mdesll_klmli, Hasnabud and Haron police stations of
the Basirhag, Subdivision of {he 24-Parganas District,

3. The Khulng District,

4. The M idnapore Distyic( exclnding

Thargram and Gliatal
ot amapore Thargy un and, Gt

5. The Bukarganj Disgric,

"6 The Dipperaly Digiyiey excluding Brahmanberia  Sub-
* division,

The Noakhali Distyic,

7t 8. The Chiy,

agong i)isLl-ict. .
‘ Cha:,‘l,ee?“C'S,‘:,’n‘?{,‘;:‘gm?virlgfom At mecting held by the
et e St 7 o Mo Sl

Rules.on o oning propeste i 0f the Defenc of ndin
provision's in that dicularly inn%:e:'?rn]t.x;mng 1o ‘special
points :— gard to the following

porty,

1 advisers o
order under Rylo
or businggg
respect, pa

+ (@) whether the Yequisitioniy
the: : L ONINg ordey o
1@ cancelling op (i) susﬁending Ll.:Teu:Iem el of
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lease, (1) is the

i et is merely to snspgnd Lhe. N |

o ﬂ;iinefz't s‘l?spcnsio{\ co-terminous w1@h t!}c I[)e::)d'l{:;
R‘hich the reqnisilionir(\‘g order srii‘i?i?,;:ss ;r[n tge (ie:asot
fi) will the rights and respon: os
(.l‘:)n “(;le, lessee under the lease be revived ‘on the
expry of the period of suspension?

's solicitors could ascertain, there was no

¢ as the Chamber's solicitors cou! g o

SE’I?“ r:iixlluw in India, but no reason was :,ctcin WIK tho

e i the Comts in Tndin should differ from thoso in the

B Kinadom.  Draing the Tt war it had boon rild o

Frngland that {he tenant of a fat which was_tequistioned by

Government continned to be liu]b]lc fo ,;;?e(lve‘xi\;ﬁgn‘i"g; iloed end

aney wa not, deermined by th fioning. the

e (o ase wa ot susponded, {hey did not thinl

slictors ) ;

the points raised in paragraph (b) arose.

i i i isfactory
As further enquiries in other directions emi.teac mﬂ;:;.:f;?i“m
ition of the problom, jt v decided that the Chamber should
s‘l’ﬂm the matter before Government. This was an v ot
futed 1ith Tuly. roquesting elovification of the posiion et
fle present oo batueon the Tandlord and_ihe tenant, and
suggesting {hat {he solution might lake tl];e orm_of action on the
lines of the T1. K. Tn\ndflnrd :nl(}l’lc‘c;::’r'x‘f;‘: Oefqll‘e;l“igiﬁmed ) hets
942 in <0 far n it confers on the tenant of requi Lo
njl?pl u;::um {,r disclaiming Dis Jease within a specified period

er still awaits eply fros e Government of
Mhe Chamber still awails o veply fr 1 overnn
India.

—T will bo
Roquisitioning of motor tm?siﬁoﬁ}mﬂ that their
remembered that the  Police “"“.W-cifa'o:inw T the ovent of
vehicles had hoicn carmarked for requis arose and the Ow:]més .?f
rgency.  When emergeney v, mo. definite
fhese. vehicles were instructed to hand ﬂﬁ-mco;vyfenmﬁon T
pnzement had been mado for purehase o 0 es of which (he
part of Goverpment. Owners were. in e by the Toss
lamber i inforined, consdemnbly inconventoneed b (06 T
at short notice of vehicles which lmd' Jefc vived for an indefinite
work and of the nse of which they were <”I’G wathorities early in
criod. Tl Chamher nscerlained from the autherities culy
Tobruare that {ho. sestom of requisitioning b e ecles
Under the supervision of a_Special Offer of
Depariment, {he following is the procedre == | P——
itioning nceording o (e 0% icles. Ondinarily
b s Mhan ane vohicle. Whare. thie

ehiclon aro selocted for_ requisitioning
it i e e purpose for which bo
Tenvigitioning in confined fo the awners of
principle. s departed from, the.
mado with duo rogard to the cire

ing o
?nﬂividuol caso,

fimstances of tho




[Q: I

11 cases o hotco ol intontion o requisition is sent to_tho orwner, o i
iven an-opportunity of presonting objections (o fhe Special Offer o parms

Where a vel

lo i requisitioned, it is

© purchased outright at a valuation
emment propes
a “hire

o
and becomes Gov or where its use contributes_dircetly fo (hy
owner's livelihood, is paid at o fixed monthly figure. Whon fhe vohiole
is eyentually retirned fo the owner a final softloment s’ mado having regard ty
the “hire’ (his way and tho estent to which the vehiclo has doproeiatos.

"This procedure was applied to the vehicles requisitioned under
the previous system and is still in operation.  In the case of “hire”
vehicles it is af the option of Government when the vehicle is
returned {o the owner—depending on the period of the emergency,

Requisitioning of bicycles.—Follnwing on  the
registration of cycles in Bengal, in terms of the Dedal Cycles
(Registration) Order, 194: —published with Chamber circular
No.

: 921942 of the 7th April—the police undertook on hohalf of {he
military authorities the requisitioning of a substantia] number of
privately-owned bicyeles. This requisitioning order gave rise to
several complaints on the part of Chamber membors. partly on the
grounds that hicycles of importance in the conduct of their business
were heing {aken and partly on the grounds of the inadequate
compensation being paid.  Cages were instanced in which brand
new or practically new machines had been requisitioned af much

below both the current market value and the price actually paid
for them, ’

These and other connecteq points were taken up by the
Chamber with fhe Commissioner of (il Defence and assurances
veore, veceived, frstly. that the hicyeles. heing requisitioned were
required for urgent militapy purposes—though it was pointed out by
the Chamber that eyl wholosalors. denlers and refailers had by no
means been denuded of their stocke of nor bicyeles ; secondly, {hat
provision had heen made for appenls on (1 Dart of owners against
e ationing orders on e gromde that {hy B 13
were anecessary means of {ry o
industries or engaged in war
and thirdly, that there
having been resorted fn for

ing been paid f0 sone awnors, (e (1)
s asked {0 enquire further into i compton,

Petrol re_ltipning: (1) Substitution, of “animal transport
—=At the heginming of Tannary i Government of  Drmaai
yeauesied the Chamber. in'comsuliation v, memhers, To consiin
how fr it was possible, in view of 1 further cut in' poteol
mailable for civil consmption, to. i all' mon aesbett®]
motor-driven public transport by subituting ey, tranepont. i

[ i -
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' 11 Associations connected
¢t was referred to members and to all Ass ‘ !
T Chumher. The replics received indicated clenrly_ !
I‘['”'L ieresta fully appreciated the aesmn:.m{t oi"m.\e i s o
- ther no rol driven fransport. was evident {ha
i her non-petrol driven t tha
n;‘l“":‘:l‘u:(rﬁ:‘l Iwn\;d com[merc’n! interests wcr]c rn‘rr; m;:] 0":‘1\(:‘,? {?r:::fpg
oF substitution as rapidly as possible, subject to the ,
as rapidly as possible, ) e
" ﬁ’;’ll)sillz(r‘»"':::'n'nlz:n'n'\r(’i\u;\‘ euch as hullocks and hullock-earts, with
atabl fcs, n ducing ge rs for :
auitable facilitics, and_gas- 5 genersiors for mechunicl
franspor rming Government of fhis. the Chan ,
“n".\lnmt[‘]fl(';f:\)‘lolr'nmon( conld do sything o increase the supply
o e altermntives, ho process of mbstiation would be sl
(r)vfcnf(cz.ﬁu. The Chamber hoped that it ,nwgl;u»:’w,,:,s;d;c "
Government fo grant rensonable supplics of 2::::( in bona i cuss
in which elimination of netrol-driven fr t sl
et o ot o o o mpociion i e
cone ) i t the transport of seni
rally—for example in the case of th endor
5:;2:1"\1ik:xrv {echnical and administrative personnel, and of essentin
or perishuble commodities.

o sl

@) Trailer pumps.—Requested by the (?.n;m "mer.LOi[nB\s;:iL«h
fo report whether factories and ofher industrial conces = n hich
ponps i heen provited were experioncing diffeulty in
securing supplies of petrol for the pumps. the (]mnr:?);c; o
partienlirs and  snegestions  oblained fmn]n e ot
subsequently decided by Government that the hief Tnspactor of
Tactories should maintain a list of {railer pumps wed i frctorics
and that all applications for pofrol for nee in these purps hould
he submitted throngh him to the Petral ationing  Authority,
Government’s memarandan to_this effect, gonfaining particnls
of the form of apnlication, was reproduced ir
cireular No, 50-1049.

{railer

amber has heen

(31 Office Pools.—Thronghout the year nﬁe( (‘I::;r:l;]r (},nf;ronq

in eloco {auch with the Pefrol Rationing -’\“.,4‘]" arpoces. . One of

affectin sations for Commercial and Tndustrial puroces.  One o7

he main poinis which was faken o b The Cuamie

in a letter to the Provineial Ru(mmn'_v)/\”.‘ ;mnuimuin" Department

aitrary. procedure adopied by the Petrol Tutioning Deprimen,

s e oo of cortain fofice DN or penifs for one or

" requiring return of the permit {imes by a roduetion

o o . a7 . el veorpanied smefane b1 ety
" ars ations YL

in the pools allotment of petral.  Cancellafne & PO L o B

! ence to the bus
nofified without anv prior reference fo upon which it was engaged

f . corle B
;l‘mm”f |~;rv:v]v'1 kit - 1::]( o dtantion of the Chamber in
acos had also been

. llations had heen m
which fhese cancellations ¥ e dneor &

bt o e e e case of ears which

een e it ystem ; such cars being
estem ; such cars @
had been converted fo the g Y

=
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included in the office pool
cluded in, the pool for the pury
lplfn‘tﬂlbios'isqumng up, and receivin

Ppose of obtaining suffiei
g an allotment from {he pu‘g]‘e:v:

The effect of these cancell

: ations. ; O
(0 hamper b e el ations, in the Chamber's opinjon, was

o er b h riment of the war work vhic
e ;‘:Zsc‘;‘\,cotf' the firms concerned were engaged. n"I‘\‘o“ ::K]“ he
gl present me would maintain and opcrn?e a fleet "me
s to i mw\)'rr:)efﬂ;r]\(e css]g;ﬂml Tequirements, )’Ie;nl\o(rzg “;:o?ﬂr;
experier 7 hese difficaltios wer, vised by  Chambor
n cirenlar eifer No. 46511943 of tho 0h urcp? o |5, Camber

() Where the amount of {1
concurtently with {h
covered by the pool

as follows :—
e pool has heen 1
B
Prtres o he pool, application should be made fo the
ool Rationing Authority, Calentia Area, for the
oo peh:o!lc, former amount of the pool’s
(i) Pending furth, i
I er disenssi
cancelltion of porwite. for yre
pool. 1o action <hould hy
for the rotun of the pe

e question of fhe
for ears inclnded in an office
e (aken on the demand made
TTnifs,
At the beginni v
Petrol TongiocEinning of November advice was roceived fi
ool had hoen renen T, Caleai. infimatine ot Ao
Tho Rovamer 1eAced on accont of fhe cancellation. of oo oo’
car pormmits oo Cf:;\ f‘:‘o\:ld be the same as tha for Oo1olwi?r -I:r(:‘lnzlwst‘
o ol c s -, and thal
0 comprnies mes O CAmCelltion would e recterod. 1o (he i

) Basic petrol Tations,—f
to membere appending . i
TRationing Anthority. Cu]
petrol ration coupons

- Cirears hay
instructions
Calentin Area, i om

e been issued quarterly
lished by the Pebrol
€ard fo the issue of basie

Restrictio
hlon on t ¥
buses in ¢ 2 HonoTe
ot ment o ¥
I olr cama it o ORI, —On i
huses to cerlap y bt 1 O i
hotween 430 l"“\yh:‘\:‘; 44 % bebween 6 e . r'z“nmmrm“
A o fhe Ao T The attention of 1 on, S 4
: e e The attontin
industrial conerm TENY I hieh fhis. yosgrge e (Mo was o
intusiv mmmmc.'“ hich wore working gie; nrll(}n Placed some
\ NSO for whose st oo il and
consisted of huees,
g hours with probiible

iven

he new ea slocation
w_order meant dj; ion of “wo,
The new eant disloe;
Teperenssions on war produet i(t):\ or

The Chamber acariai,
- Chr A riained fron b
that there was no Tikelihood of :L:{ T"T‘W Bepmine Anihori
Strietion e

being lified to meet
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such cases, and that the intention of the Government of India was
{o compel a transler from petrol-driven transport to coal gas
producing units or other forms of transpo Smee that time more
non-petrol driven buses have become available for transporting
workers, and us there s no restriction on their hours of plying,
the situation lias been somewhat eased.

Import Trade 'Control.—In Yebruary the Chamber
addressed the Central Government on a point of practical difficully
which arose, particularly in the case ol shipments from America,
under regulittions relating to the issue of import licences under
Notification No. P.C./41 of the 3rd August 1941, The Chamber
understood that such licences were issued - wmonth in advance,
covering  (wo-month peviod ; (hat for example, it was possible i
Novewber 1941 to obtain licences for the period January /Febroary
1942 aud, in the absence of an extension, the shipment had to
be made and the bills of lading dated during that period. 1t Was
also understood that lmport Trade Controllers at the ports had
diseretion to extend the validity of @ licence for one further period of
two months but not longer ; if further exteision wére necessary the
matter had to be referred to Delhi. The Chamber pointed out that
under present American y and suppliers
were move often than not unable to produce and arrange shipment
of goods within the extended period of the val.dity of licenees, owing
partly to production diflicutties aud partly “to delays in obtaining
shipping space. 1t was therefore recommended fo Government
that Tmport Trade Gontrollers nt the ports be given discretion to
extend the validity of a licence by more than”two months, where
there was evidence to show that the delay in the. shipment of goods
was due to causes beyond the control of importers.

Tn veply to this recommendation Government stated that the
Chamber bad been misinformed with regurd to the regulations
covering the issue and extension of licences. Import - Jicences,
Government pointed ont, xniight be issued by, Import | Tirade
Controllers in two bi-monthly periods in advance of the period for
which they were to be valid. A Jicence valid for * the period
January /February 1942 could have been ssued any time after lst
September 19417 As regards the extension of licences, Import
Prade Controllers had lmd the power fo extend their validity for
one bi-monthiy” period where evidence showed that the delay in
shipment of the goods concerned had bden due, 10 circumstances
beyond the importer’s control. Instruetions had, however, priot to
the Chamber's taking up the malter, been issued that Controllers
might now _exiend.the validity of licences up 1o maximum of two
Li-monthly periods, and appheations for further extension might be
received by them and forwarded with their recommendations (o the
Government of India in the. case. of goods specified in Part A of
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the Schedule to
Controller of ]
the Schedule. the powers given o Import
Trade Controliers should be sullicient,

Notification No, 56-1.17.C. /41
ports in the case of
Government felt ¢

> and {o ihe Chio
goods contuwmned in Purt B of

but would continue to walch
convinced of the necessity were
grant of discretionary powers,

Again in October {he Chamber
consultation with the ()
the main difficulties pe)
the current Tmport Tyade

the situation unq ghoulq they be
Drepured to consider & furiher

addressed Government, aftey
Lt Import Thade A. ociation, reviewing
cnced by importers in conmnection with
Control Regulations,

The following were

k the various  points  submitied for
consideration :—

ol Spprecinted. that mattors of palicy shoutd be dealt with by a Central
Organisation such ns tha of the Claef Contraller, Tnports, but experionce during
the st w0 months has ghowsy (a1 delays in_obtaining licencos nnder th
huw procedure could be climinated. re i

I e I Importers oo authorised to. obtnin. Ml
Suority to-import. direet from offciaty ook port.

An attempt has been made by (1 Government of Indin 1o expluin in detail
the authority  responsible for i c i
ins

b application has been mado fo
the stated authority in (he gy e 1s rfor
another wnthority. Yo
jeceived o mumber of complaing
fa the trouble and inco;
of the licence j

members calling particalar attention

ne @ result of the upparont inubility
- issui Y0 take the required action.  Ag:on example of
i typo of difficully’ of \chiely g0 complained, the Chamber has becn
informed that one of len o Association
submitted a lisg of it ¢d Kingdom, This
ist was handed to the T was roturned to
the member with informay;
importlicence  giy

An
nformation given, completo

ontiared, but tho Toraiyy mrag, Controller ~requested {he
W did o gyl NERON 16 tho Cliar oty LT Tmports, Simla: on a form
Sosired o ook, 2opCar the requircinenty of ‘h ehres which it was
iport. one instanco from to many which can bo quoted.
Sonsiderable. confusion_exiyey o, rosent

ct i " a on account ol th flicting

oral instructions given by different o(ﬂcﬁm and it appeary “:‘\llbs«; o :mef"nm:mg
R, o oMecs in Dathi or o0t have their enne pottlod

e
e ontraler s SonEE8 SHoUId ' e &, responsibility of (ho Foreign

vploneral complaint, which soonyy 15 3 ¢
for aro too claborate. ang i Chinihr ‘coney 12
amedinte investigation b ‘mado. of ek
Durthermare tho time givon Tn i
food deal of e information’ rqusesg conld,” i
Tecords of your atafigtien] departments. 1 ays i 1
work inve i il

fed, i that e rotarns called
the suggestion that an

6 Sou
of Smplitying thoso roturns.
Toturng

felf,

ved in preparing the deta

d
ed for, sohiey
d fent that moat of thiy o 1Ml in oo gy X
isaucd By U "ok O Hk could <onsiderably roduced
i " stal consid optacey (e porta.” 3
this suggestion, work wonlq

rably deploted o 20T Yo are ppae e
be saved not ot 0 1L it

o felt that Ly pioptis
A onl; "y adopting
Government offials congormed sy i T N T
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icipated rosults
y tention (o o anticipat
wted 10 draw your specinl a o i e el
e e oxeanre e s st s el
e ot ituported goods 1o voquirel dinectly o var
e N G i ks oy oty ihy situnton in
e wippiior of Amporiusl ods Js bivoming Vor oo, Hany o those
e o obtnable o !t Cliumbor consilor it cugatinl that s
s of the whole procedire of Tecnsing should bo. ade
faly cxamination of G y
i groter eicsney aind sinpliication.

ht
Lardship on @ cortain class of importers which s been broug]
Another grave bardship on & « vriain ol
o the Chamber ) the case o

i

brough

‘ cal wilh Uheir own

porters who dea rown

otfesiso T on the s of loter of credit

b el the sume way regarding gmdrs( shippel from

e Jot July 1042 v aro importors who trade

s oSt ar ottt of chedi for tn tho laior et oo romiliuaes

ot T S My covering I whole o i o tho valuo of Ul gools

et aerdho. It i, il ences 1o v granted,  en it

e et i S e thuy s Hrms should rseive

e Tor o wols tually puid (6 in Binghod p fo the Oth My

e st o ol onds watly puid o ; tod

e Folor B e o e o e o Srcdi che boods 1 question wou

o ot do business on the b ; i
ﬂTL'.‘{‘,b'ﬁ o v e paid Tor bofore the 9th May

hese_mmport

feult, position in
pis would il lesvo theso impartrs i o Al posiion in
L bt o et 1t My und e O Juno and oo i egand
e e ettt o somo ot bt the b Moy an/or tho
BT S i, Tor o Lpandtha imporiors'  control
1 June und which, fo 0 i
tactuned o ipon Sefore o Tat Vuty

¢ a Dbetween
As o result of discussions that hﬂvep llwcl;‘c;?‘ ]ilw;fpeort e
Governent and the Chaimman of ~ the Calentia, Import Trale
(vnr-ulluu i s hoped that some satisfactory e ot
:I;:Jn‘q; stinent will eventuate. ITIK; dlsc“fsil“:x‘n::)erve Uooms gt
! i d '8 ol L - P
eling of the Associated Chambers o e
o e points referred to above and on the ad
changes eflected by Government.

ippi ilities.—In March

o wins aisked Lo advise whether he sl
“!q (:Mltll\r :f}.'?,;:fc.mm or Madras, could ]l{c (‘f)';d]c;cen":ﬂ, the
uger i i 10 danger of sbipping in the Ty of Bengal, the
only were shipped to another port in Tndia. i ol indents v
B0y Commercial lowses Caleutta contain v fores mooure
o e o sirict censorship regarding 5o
o e e S izt bo - diicuit for the
steamers, it was though
lo prove foree majenre in such cases.

tta Tmport
» and the Caloutt ;
Tt the tendennbility of goods sbipped LY
ros L e ¥ ack must d
vt i Tudi nu.c.»v:l‘.in thats specified by lvhc' gx’\‘“l’{l‘a ¢ muat dogend
B (he termiy o apch particnar cantrict belveen tho by and he
sl s e ant ore Simply of: Caletl, it would
s i e shipper to abi, B D present
b inembent on he, shipper (o eblan, (e, PR L
eumstances this 55
obtain,

b the Chambor
The joint_opinion of the Chambe
de Associafi




(2

Importation of medicines from the United Stateg,
~In November, the Chumber addressed the Government, of Tudia,
Conuuerce Department, r wding the shory supply of medicines and
drugs in India. By a resolution dated the L2th September 1949 5 an
Advisory Panel v advising Governmen;
#s to which drugs and medicines (other than those the formulae for
which are included in the official Pharmacopoeia of the exporting
countries) it was essentiul (o import into India from abroad, The
resolution implied tlie continuance of the lmport Trade Conirol on
drugs and wied.cines until (he Ady sory LPunel were in u position 1o
submit, for the consideration of Government, any recommendations
they had to make.

The Chamber Committee were of the opinion, in view of the
wenousness of the situation, that some attempt should be made o
wodify the existing restrictions,  No supplies were coming from the

J- K5 o shipicnts made after the 1y July could be imported
without a licence, and according to the Chamber’s information,
during the period July /Septernber; nd 1o licences were issued by
the Tmport Trade Controllers, nor were any instructions given to
isan licences for mports from the U, K, Jy was,  therefore,
considered (it any atempt 1o hupose Timitations on  medical

supplies for this country would be ill-udvised and have a deleterious
eflect on the health of the people,

Towards the end of Deceniber o reply awvas yeceived from the
Department of Gommerco stabing that arrungenients had been made
in September under which shipments of medica) stores to India were
permitied in the U. K, o the advice of the  Medical Stores
Committeo ut the Tndia Office ang (yy( particulars of shipments thus
made were forwarded fron, the India Offico (o the Government of
India, whereupon the Necessity nport liceneeg were issued in
advance of the arvival of the goods concerned.

Ti Was pointed out {hat {),jg ATIngement wag o temporary one
and hat it wag hoped to adopt a morg perinent and satisfactory
system at o lajer dafe when it had Joon Dossible 10 agsess the

n ounty and compare tliey, ayi the supplies
which {he U. K. could The %)Cpnrtnwm,v ll(]»}”‘cc(;r‘)‘rl;llcl‘ge
considered that these inieyim Sngements would gorve (o brin
adequale supplies to thig comtry from the y, g, o C {0 Pring

Lease and Lend: 4,

. 1 i gonts® 3
remuneration in Tespect of Serviceg I;%ndeflrzigeli‘;
regard to goods burchased.—ry,, Dosition of deqlors and
agents in India who, ag oeseTAYeS of Ameyian, ‘et
evoling o considerable tmoun; of ek ouble g oS Were
respeet of ordors which the Tndiun Govermment g pond o 1

b g W placing
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ough Tease was tion of the
re was hrought to (he atten
ease/Lend procedure wa aht to, e s o
[‘”ir “I]l J:: <\/ rircu]:{r issued by the Associated Chambel
thamber i ¢

Commeree of Tndin.

i ¢ tituent
! g replying (o the cons

ciated  Chambers, in replying o motituent

Tllw» ,/t ::;I\:h‘lc for muising (s issue, o‘\il\"lc“j“fl(llc fL e

ngl“:;(‘lzﬁn had institnted enquiries n‘ll’d ]mﬂ“x‘(}o o iy

Totion : Supply  Depar Secre j

Ny m-r\'nm.'n’ \\‘ln‘climr '\'T-y to consider two separate types of
mphasised the 2 /

Ec;soﬂwml frmsactions, iz ©

hatever
upply mekes no demands whe
(1) hose in which 1h Dvy\:l;hm»m”(;{IDSIT‘I‘»V o L
Julia, s, for example, .
Ficion or sny prsment except possi A gt in oo

there is o justifiea

h y

for the wonds in question ¢ n e cowtry of
o tmction wiranements i Todia Tave not ol been falised
canneetion: arengen

destination. T th

o in wh
Ao

or neeessary for the Supply Depariment
i is desirable or neeessary for the Supply Departmen!
it i )

ar or,

epatation of
n for ercices such s e prepuation of
Val distribntion. cie. So far as
of ihe Sl Department fo, make o
i when the Dopartan caunol bandle. the
s e Terma - which flese ervices wre
el i R roups and depend on the nature
e s ezotiated witl the mdividuals

ent o o
A it s the polic

; ctration considered
1 ointed out that the American ahn |7|i|;.\c||:‘>lll\n(‘ve(1: o
it Uhige for services was all fhai con 0 bo alloved; ot
et b beon meszobiated on e veris o
sareoments i o ‘
and Ut his practice would continme.

in Tndia.—An

vt olicy: Agents in T LA

o D(’r'm»ll-meﬂfme: Covernment of Tndia tlmt. llt ::1(’:“
i anufacturers to the exclu

asAAner Wi Fece r hm 0
i ey {o deal divectly with manu cport and financial
o T cantrn eases, owing to e ave been
ot et mirion, the Goverment of T hve boen
in othe I e Gover s of 1l
. ace orders direct with the o5 required b o
compelled. o gn‘:xf;g‘m e case o fochncr] v renpined by fhe
countries, for Ot wwonld Cham
ol dities. But Governme D of ordering from
military anthorities. Bn ol plicy of onteing o
< informed—to_ndhere fo the nownal he decision of the
T et indor the rupee tender *»‘““?"};,L goods required
‘I‘T’“'{I”%‘.T M?“m (“m"crnme"(‘ that m""]"[;'\\(l‘m' overnmentally, is
nited Kingdom_Goy doren inter-g entally, i
rvices must be ordercd rate to relieve th
for the Defence Serviees mus will in t'me operate to el -
H i sion Wi an induostry
se in point ’;3( “,ipnaf]:yiq conntry and l*?;;“f!‘“,{,‘;‘,‘.‘is intended
o <w<m}fbl(l?: Tndinn agent receveR.t L L artinary business.
Fenenally. 1 retain a fair proportion of W OF T B efence
ta onnlﬂo_ln.rp to retr is taken up without w n(\» i',lw.mnms diffeult
Somcten s Tanently 1 the etso at T v on s normal
Seiees s OO Y e Tndian azent 1o « the placing of orders
if ot ,mpnTg;‘Mn p:n tender sysiem, m"?"']'.‘,“"
businese. ~ The yupeo fender 675 &, [Tp g, ™
with Tmporting houses or agencics

will continue to be




used by the Supply Dey
controls in other countries rendor if ineflectiv

Abolition of “Bengal” Time:
Standard Tilns.~Sim:c,

autho
a

decided to observe one wniforin
“Bengal” or “North-Tast Tndia
as from

throug]

TIndia
Tndia

at the
issued
were
timing

hour earlicr 1y

the aft

observed.

Tn
the Ce
of day
weatl

The Chamber made re
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avtment except in special cases in whicl

e.

Adoption of Indigy
opinion  of {he military
tandards of time in Indiy involved

prejudicial to operations, it wag
andmd time thronghont Tudiy,
Time was accordingly abolished

15th May, and Indign Standard Time was adopted
hout India,

in the
tics, the existence of {wo
of confusion that might o

presentations to {he Government of
urging that North-Tast Tndin Time he adopted_ throughout
instead of Standard Time, but Government were unwilling
time to make this further change. Accordingly the Chamber
a cireular fo members recommending that, as the Railways
mable in the short time available (o aifer their local train
s, all businesses should on and as from 15th May open one
Y the retarded clock and close one hour earlier in

Under this arrangement the same “‘sun time” was

ernoon.

June the Chamber, again put forward {or consideration by
nteal Government the main points in favour of the adoption

light saving for {he whole ‘of Tndia before the next cold

hese were, Driefly :-
) In North-Tiasg Tndia darkness v
in 5o early as 1o y sult in g g,
traffic demanding fray
thu,
avoi

ill Inter in the year sel
e volume of passenger
! Port under hlack-out conditions
?deglmslhﬁ the public 1o dangers which should he
ided.

@ 1t chy[v'gh(‘snvin,rz is not infroduced
of the time-tables of the Caleuty;
Tailway servieeg will |
dislocation ang dis
force.

» 1 complete revision
a local and suburban
'¢ mnecessary, with consequent
mnee of arangements already in

nrha

(3) The prolonged overly,
carlier office, dome,
@ strain on {he
in real danger of
the expanding

DPing of industrial loaq with the
e and strect ighting will fmpose
‘f"mﬂv of clectricity whiol, will result
a Kdowm, with ¢ 5 ts on
Production of Wi X i et 0
) T":n:lnrc to introduce daylight
increasingly wastafy]

Dion o
¥ demands on transport of o) for

o
A Mecessities.,

SIVInG will vesult in fhe
conl and
ms.
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[ cessiti the
A, K. P.and other Civil Dcllf_mcc giu::‘slll!;g;g{e he
[ nee
! Korili-Bast_Indin wost valnerable to
ek m”,:»s]m.mhlc for by far Lh?dluﬁ‘c]:e
industrial output should  ta
! » of other p

(5) The
large
enemy nu:\i»kr

of - India
Bl T
Thore fortunately situated.

ied ¢ solely
| that these arguments_applied almost solely

While it seomes Pihar and Orssa, the

» fow Pengal, Assam. Tole of
et yuly 5 b vl
o fordaylight savimg aj great saving wiic .
Al o the gronnds of e goal siving which WIS

Tudi i icity ansport.
h N~ v of electricity ) ries which have
result in ‘J?" “‘,\",v‘{'.'.“!f o diforont from o““cl,m:,n“i:\:ﬁn‘ﬂy i war
B T et of daylight suving, sy preparations
bt Sivany ured thal the necessnry prepeent
e, The Chamber stronzly o of daylight saving tc quafe
ade for the introduetion o Y ) th adequa
S e e
of one hour as fror

notice {0 all coneerned. o
g tations, atior
ity with the Chamber's repr.efenflqad e 1o
e Hsvermient. that « decision 1 ian mode I
i Mnetront Todin by oo v from 1t Seplomiy
1042 fhus making Tndinn  Standard Time 64 D
942, i mking
Greenwich Mean Time.

 to
as issued by (he (‘r]\nirr:\(l:(“mc
cing of husiness opening
o of husiness of i
156 Scptember e.g. from

On the 11th Angust a (‘;I‘('uh;]’ l\I\"
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profits tax wits also attachied. A later circular, No. 257-1942, sct
oub the condivions subject to which expenditure on cawmoufluge
measures would be wiso aceepted as revenue expenditure.

Contributions to War Charities: Allowance as a
charge for excess proiits tax purposes.—A member of the
Assoemted Chambers again raised the question of admitting as a
chatge for excess profits tax purposes specific contributions 1o a
War Purposes Bund niade by firms, companies and individuals.
Tu 1940 the suggestion was nade Lo the Associated Chambers (hat
contributions to war and other clavitics should be allowed us o
revenue cliarge for excess profits, income, and super-tax purposes,
but the weight of opinion was against taking action to have this
put bufore Govermment.  T¢ way Telt by the constituent Chatiber
which previously ced the question {hat & specific contribution
o & War Durposes Fund is casily distinguishable from moneys
contributed to a charituble fund or institution,

The Tengal Chamber could nog see its way o suppori the
vecommendation that the Central Board of Revenue be approuched
i this connection. 1ts reasons were the same as were advanced
against the proposal i 1910, and in addition, the Chawber
considered it virtually impossible to draw up a full ligt of what
might be included within the scope of the term ““War Purposes
Fund”; nor was iy thought probable that the proposed concession
woulld Tiave any psyehological effect on the contributions to such
funds.

Information was subsequently received from  the Associated
Clamhers hat the proposal had again failed by & substantial
ajority to gain the support of the constituent Chambers, and that
o action would therefore be taken.

Taxation of interest on Defence Loans.—Regarding
contributions to Clovernment of Tndia Defence Tioans the issue
price of which is increased by the net amount of interest for the
broken period up fo the date of purchase, Government decided that
in such cases the investor should be 2 cd only on the difference
etween the interest received for the Talf year and the increase in
price paid to Government representing inferest forthe  broken
period,

The instructions of the Board of Revenue in this conneetion
wore igsued by the Chamber to the heads of member firms in May.

Purchase of Defence Savings Certificates by firms

on behalf of thoir employees.—In connection with advances
Iy firms to {heir employecs for the purchase of Defence Savings
Certificates, the Chamber reproduced in cireular No. 98-1942 a
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lettor from the Joint Honorary Secrotary, Beng;
Comumittee. The Committee had been “asked
would be in the event of an eiployee’s obtaining a duplicaie
certificate without the knowledge of his cuiployer, who wag holding
the Certificates while advances were being repaid by monghly
deductions from sulary, and prior to the full repayment of the cost
price of the Certificate. The question was referved to the Tinanee
Department, Central Governmnent, who replied that-—

(@) when the original Certificate has been 1
cotitied to o duplicate (woro properly an A,
until the cireumstences in v

which the "origiual
been reported to e Post Office;

al Defence Loans
what the p

or destroyed the holder is not
ulant-General's Declaration”)
con losi or destroyed have

() on receipt of this report the application form is alwaye consulted in the
Post Ofice before ¢

i
he dssue of an Accountant-General's Decluration fo sanctioned ;

() s wlich advance money 1o enplogecs for (he purchase of Certificales
fhoud, therclore, record the fuct on (o' sevorse of e L) ion form and slate
that the Cortifcate will be retained by sy ers repayment;

{0y on seeing this endorsement the Tost ( fice will regularly refer o the fim
bofore” s an Accountanl-General's Declaration; agi

et egordn Cortiicates alrendy insucd under tho advance system, fitms may
tnate lo the Lot Offce of issug. partisulsm ot the Corlificafos kept. in their
fomoty 20 that the Pos; Offico may nate. the 1%, "y the reverso of the application
orms.

. The Bengal Defence Lioans Commitiee asked that the necessary
instructions De issued Jmmnedintely by the Director-General f
Posts und Telegraphs to his Department, ang informed the Chamber
of the procedure in order thay firms would be enabled to endorse
application forms submitteq fo the Post Office in the meantine, m
order to save them the trouble of hgyiy

Savings Clertif
Act, 1942 and the Tndign Tagoo o icates

Auxiliary Forces.—4y g,
Advisory Committee the Ch
regarding Auxiliy
Pursuant o

¢ request of the National Service
stigated several questions
the Calcutta area.
European helow . thqtt] z:]very nlble-};odicd
should be on the active strenyyy 8 with the regular forees,
investigation covered the cusne.‘;ut])folfne: é\l‘:gﬂl‘)l'.i Fgr]ce unit, the
of 45, were members of the Orldinary or Tingypenet L01OW the age
Auxiliary Forces. €ency Reserve of the

The Chamber recomm,
above category, should

rgr;ﬂ;d. inter aliq that merylyerg in the
et o the qotiye strength. The
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isf: and a list of
d; vas not y, an
. G § i reason. or
e in the Chamber’s opinion, no reas
men, who had, in ¢ opinion, o reacon o
deq ?fte reason for remaining in the Reserve _m ]éyglfl;meye
‘lf(mdeq‘; was forwarded to the National Service Advisory
eserve,
for further action.

d 1 tween
I Junuary, following upon correspond h mshbzeuing
I (‘-\k‘\‘]ttm Area Commander and the CL\IO““J: con h seiting
“eL tlx‘e terms on which the Iimergency Reserve Loinpbai]ey Cllimbcr
?I‘:sorbed into the active strength of thg un[x . e Chamher
3olumenl|ed these terws to the serious aLLenhc:o;)v;Jy oty
i tion was f
response to this further 3 frctory,
]f:dljoxz;xee Chamber Committee were of the ]t;pmlzn t;‘}:zirorts
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A :d“e) l:y l‘he Chamber to influence enrolment in the Auxiliary
a r to influ mer
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4 g of anti-aircraft macl un posts,
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g
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i vhose
National Service: Subjects of Eltt]?.b—Atﬂcx‘]ng‘c];rms e
Buropean staff had been considerably deplc;cx u};smon prER
lnl,m}l’ll service consulted the Ch:lrnllher(%?“tnlﬁeg estion of bringing
ul adfitional sinl from Tire. The Chamber asceriained  from
out ‘;!‘1;%‘::“1‘1 Sséc\{'rice Advisory Committee Ll;;wtes:};]%cvcess‘& e
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o ess T )
other Turopean British subject in the
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the outeome of the Sub-Commiiteo’s investigations and their
yecommendations were communicated to all members of the

Chamber.

s members are aware, the whole question of the supplies of
available for commercial and industrial purposes under the
Paper Control Order was the subiect of a resolution at the recent
Annual Meeting of the Associated Chamber Negotiations are in
progress with a view {0 at least one-third of the available supplies
being released for commerc ndustrial and general consumption.

paper

1,

Emergent curtailment of train services due to war
conditions.—Tn March cirenlar No, 721942 reproduced for
nformation a letter issued jointly by the Fast Indian,
Renal Nagpur and Bengal & Assam Railways, setting forth the
problems with which these Railway Administrations were faced
under present conditions, and requested the co-operation of members
in curtailing passenger traffic. .

Tn connection with this cirenlar a member, taking steps to avoid
unneeesary rail fravel by ifs stafl, informed the Chamber that
armnzements had heen made for distribntory centres {hroughout
Tndia helanging fo {he firm o be visiled once every two months
instead of monthly as previonsly. The Chamber recommended thab
other membors with large seale sales organisations adopt a similar
procedure, i possible, {hus substantially veducing  passenger
travelling.

Tyre Rationing Order, 1942.—The provisions of the Tyro
Rationing Order, 1942 was published in the Gazelte of Tndia dated
18th June, and {he attention of members concerned was especially
drawn to provision 5 of ihe Order, ihe effect of which was {o require
inter alia all those who own six or more commercial vehicles to
submit in duplicate to the Controller of Rubber Nnnurnctures,
Depnriment of Supply, New Delhi, a relurn of theiv tyre stocks
nof Jater than the 24th Tune 1942.

This information was issued to members in circular No. 167-1942
to which the necessary form to be utilised for the return of stocks

was allached.

Th, istration of Transferred Companies
Ordingncgi%u._o.. he 8th October 1942, Ordinance No. LIV
wias promulgated by the CGiovernment of Tndia to pmv{dc for evnnblmg
companies incorporated by or under the law in force in certain parts
of Tlis Majesty’s Dominions ontside British India to continue to

operale effectively by remov

a1 to British India,
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The Chamber's circular No, 2
Ordinance.  Rules wnder the
published.

59-1942 appended a copy of th
Ordinance  have  sinco been

Supplies of beer from the U. K.—The Chamber wag
asked o give support to representations made to the Government,
of India by the Wine Spirit & Beor Associntion of Tndia regarding
the serions shortage of beer supplies from the United Kingdom
caused by the demands on the restricted shipments permitted.

TIn addressing Government in June on thessubject: it was pointed
out by the Chamber that a decision had been made in Great Britain
at the beginning of 1942 that only one-Ahird of the quantity of
beer shipped to Tndia in 1940 would be available for export during
the current year. Thig decision—according to  the Chamber’s

information—had heen taken on the strength of advice given by
the Government of Tndia, through the Tndia Office, that the
requivements of froops would he met from supplies available ex
Tndian breweries, The falsity of thig assumption was evidenced by
the sfatement of the Wine Spirit & Reer Association of Tndia that
the Tndian hreweries were unable to satisfy military demands, with
the result that military requirements had to be met from the
restricted imports from the United Kingdom.

The Chamber therefore smggested in the interests of the trade
that the question of permissibl exports of heer from the United
Kingdom be reviewed in 1he light of the altered civoumstances
caused by the recent influx of troops into this country.

Government’s reply to the recomm
effect that in the present cirenmatanoer
issning of Ticences for the Import of heey
could not be justified

endations made was fo the
it was considered that the
from the Tnited Kingdom
»and that both the eivil anq military population
nus ie fepend on heer brewed in Todia, fogothor with such
limited supplies ag may hecome available from Anstralin. Restricted
imports of spirits would, however e Permitted.
Telephone SOYVvice: Hourg of gr i i
: Ol grouping.—Tarly in
1942 fhe Renaal Telephone Corporation T ('nnwllm‘lg(]vre Chamher
on the subicet. of altering the T of QONDINT of tolephone lines
to private exchanges, Vi the infroduetion of Reneal Time and
fhe chanze in office working honys. e howrs of ovouping—hotwoen
10 hetween 10 AN,
{\ﬂnsn'n[] office honrs.  The
AN the Telophane Cior oration
A change in e homs of grnupin’;.
Transvort and baling of jnt,
change in the existing practice in bali

Chamber therefore vecommended
subsequently carried ont,

© and jute gaogs.—A
ng m

anufactured jute goods
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(i) to advise the authorities responsible about i
istribution of th avainble food stoche. ¢ e

In imparting this information, Government proposed tha
President of the Associated Chambers of Commr:zrcg of T?rxmt{::
appointed as a member of the Council ex officio. The President
the Hon'ble Mr. R. R. Haddow, in intimating his readiness k;
serve on the-Conneil, stated that he would make every endeavour fo
attend the quarterly meetings; in certain circumstances, however,
he would take advantage of the option afforded him. as an ez offcs
member of the Council, and request another representative of the

Associated Chambers o attend in his place.

The first meeting of the Central Tood Advicory Council was
held on the 24th-25th August. Another has taken place recently.

Tuel Oils Advisory Committee.—In the early part of
the year Government formed a Committee to handle the confrol
of products which were in short supply, and asked the Chamber
to suggest a representative of the consumers’ trade in resnect of
furnace and high speed Diesel nile, Mr, §. Kave represented the
consumer trade on the Committee for «ome time, and on his
resignation Mr. F. €. Bannarman of ossrs., Macneill & Co. was
nominated by the Chamber in his place.

Tlludi:m Red Cross Society: Blood Bank Coramittee.
e J“'DS;V in commen with the Chamber, has Taid stress on {he
No s rigqre, meed for blood donors. Tn eivenlar  lofter

0. 45501942 the co-operation of memhers was enlisted in
encouraging new and subsequent donors from among their staffs.
o ﬂ:’l: Sm{:“,:? _dm(:?_. whieh was established far the canvenience
from 8 amr. fas o (Ve Street. finetions woeldly on_Thursdays

+ 105 Par by appointment with fhe Blood Bank.

Entertainmen: '
consltation with (et Tk O i Tule
Calentta. inanenrateq oo
stationed locally or
industrial concerns jn

. the Chamber in
aited T Alehin, Garrison Chaplain of
“n"Cr]nn for the enfertainment of troops
and nleutta. and the co-operation of various
ind aronnd Caleutta has ensured its success.

Approximately
mills monthie s o 100 400D e conducted avonnd sworks and
of Tndian ind\;strv Andcic: tl}:\((‘o:‘n;:klm heen shown in the techniaue
The men ha © working conditions of Tndian labour.
extondod themtee o™ Tently appresiative of e ity
extended thera—ten rcfroshmev_\]ts, a0 in some cnses aeilitios
That these visits are proyi ridge, cfe., hay, \ provi
re]ﬂx'\tio‘:ntl‘gﬁ‘: e proving o populyy fm-mn:)‘r‘ ‘1*',“.”0”50&(1'

ation, the many lotters of thanks veceivoq o (_Gcmon an

" are evidence.
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TFollowing the air raids on the Calculta area in December, one
or two visits had to be cancelled but otherwise the scheme has
continued without interruption.

War Telegrams.—The Iederation of Chambers of
Commeree of the British Empire has continued to telegraph each
week interesting and autl e inf ion on the d
of the war situation, both in the United Kingdom and abroad.
Members of the Chamber have shiown a keen interest in the subject
matter of these cables which bave beeu given wide publicity
throughout the whole of India.

LAW AND LEGISLATION.

The Excess Profits Tax Act, 1940: Section 26(1)—
The jute mill industry.—Under section 26(1) of the Excess
Profits 'Tax Act, 1940 provision is made for an application to be
wade to the Central Board of Revenue with the object of altering
the computation of the standurd profits of the business as laid
down inaceordinee with section 6(1) of the Act.

The Indian Jute Mills Association imformed the Chamber that
certain appeals had been made by individual nmembers in pursuance
of this section with unsatisfactory results and the suggestion was
made that the Association should submit a joint representation to
the Board of Revenue recommending that, in view of the
circumstances of the industry during the years selected for the
determination of the statutory percentages there should be w
modification of the percentages in the case of jute mills. The
Chamler was asked {o lend support to such a representation.

The view of the Income Tax Sub-Committee, which was fully
endorsed by the Chamber Committee, wus that representation made
by an industry us a whole would not be suceessful ; in their opinion
the Ceutral Bomrd of Revenue had always given individual
applications  impartial ~consideration and the statutory procedure
would have to be followed.

It is of interest to note in this connection that a general case
{o Government for special treatment on behalf of the cotton textile
industry met with no suceess.

Excess Profits Tax Act: Loans and advances by
managing agents.—During the year the opinion of the
Chamber's Tncome Tax Sub-Committee was sought on two points
teluting 1o the treatinent of louns and advances by managing agents
under the xcess Profits Tax Act, viz :—

(1) Toans and advances made by managing agents to

companies under their muna‘gcmcnt before 1st April
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1941 are not treated as capital within the meaning
ShiRule 5 of Schedule T of the Exeess Profity oy fue
These loans, however—it wag argued—are utilised for
acquiring assets and also serve the purpose of working
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() lnteres_c on borrowed money is not deductible from
Drofits for excess profits fax Durposes under Rule 5,
Schedule I of the Act, By interest paid on borrowed
money is expenditure for earning the profits of the

company and  should, therefore, be deducted from:
the profits for exce

ss profits tax purposes, though the
statutory bercentage on the increased capital is
allowed.
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Indian Income Tax Act, 1022: Section 23A.—
Cirenlar No. 151-1942 confained correspondence which had been
exchanged with the Central Board of Revenue with regard to
<eetion 23 of the Tndian Income Tax Act, 1922,

1 had been pointed ont to the Bonrd that unless the excess
profits s assessment in yespect of a_compar is made within
sis months of the dafe of the general meeting, it is often impossible
for such a company Lo determine with any reasonable degree of
cenraey what will be the figure of its assessable income from which

{o distribute {he minimum dividend required by section 23A.
Toard. therefore, decided that in respect of a company Tiable
X profits tax, n_dividend declared within the time limit laid
doen i seetion 28A(0, and expressed as an adequate percentage
le income, as reduced by {he amount of income-tax
and supe demand rolating thercto but payable when that
fie i¢ known. would be dcemed for (he purpose of section 234
as compliance with that section.

A practienl difficulty, the Chamber pointed out, would arise
under this decision of the Board, namely that some shareholders
of private companies would not be prepared fo wait for payment
of their dividends until the company's assessable income was made
known. To meel this point, the Chamber Xed if the Board of
Revenue would agree also to section 23A being applied, if desired.
in the first instance o estimated income-tax profits, subject to the
company undertaking fo pay. after the assessment had been
compleod, such further sum e might be necessary to bring the
tolal up to the required percentage, namely 60%.

T veply, it was stated that  if the Chamber's suggestion meant
Aloing - company fo which {he first proviso {0 section 23A
il et appls o distvibinte in the first instance 60% of the estimated
D bl Lo income-tax, less income-fax and _super-tax

A velating (herelo, subject to the company nndertaking to
e aasocement. sucli fariher sum us might be necossuy
ta make up 60% of the income actually agmessed to income-tax.
e . and super-tas demind relating thereto, the Board
was agreeable (o doing so.

n and Obsolescence.—
g companies.—The Central
inetructions contained —in

Tncome Tax: Depreciatio
(o British_and oller foreign shippin
Toard o sverme decided {hat the e
M”::;"p];‘ggﬁg‘,n(\\d 113 of (he Tneome Tax Manual (7Tth e‘]!hf‘n)
hond he followed in respeet of the nssessments of forcign shipping
campanies for 1940-41 onwards. These instructions allow. infer
alin, u forcign shipping company, furnishing annual accounts for the
whole of ifs business, Tndian and foreign, to adopt the U. K. wear
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Thus either certificates (1) and (3} or certificates (2) and (3)
would apply o a particula The relative matios being upplied
to the Indian “gross earnings’, it would be possible to work out
the proportionate Indian profit or loss and depreciation, and there
would be no difficulty in carrying forward the loss or the
depreciation or both as the case may be.

This arrangement was accepted by the Chamber Shipping
Sub-Committee as being satisfactory to shipping companies assessed
on the ratio certificate basis.

)\ Buildings and furniturc.—With regard o the resolution
which was carried unanimously at the 1941 Annual General Meeting
of the Associated Chambers, namely that :

This Association ngain urges upon the Gevernment of Tndia the need for an
enrly amendment of seetion 10(2)(ein) of the Tndian Tncome-{ax Act g0 that when
losses are ineurred throngh the salo of a builling or furniture, or through these
becoming ohsolete, such losses will be allowed a8 a deduetion from income.

and which was duly forwarded to the Board of Revenue, the
Chamber was informed that Government ‘“do not contemplate
“‘making the amendment proposed. and that as far a« buildings aro
“‘concerned the double depreciation allowance for factory huildings
“qors @ considerable way to meeting the grievance. As regards
“farniture, ohsolescence is being allowed nnder executive orders™.

(e “Written dowen” valuc.—With civeular No. 157-1942, there
was published. for the information of members. a circular letfer
from the Central Board of Revenue regarding instructions for {he
computation of {he “writfen down'' value in assessments for
1942-43 onwards.

Income Tax: “Tax Free” dividends.—In February,
the Chamber issued for members’ comments, a cireular containing a
memorandnm by the Chairman of the Tncome Tax Sub-Committee.
and a letter from the Chamber's legal adviscrs on the subject of
““Pax Tree’ dividends. The memorandum pointed out that under
Rule 14 which preseribes the form of certifieate which principal
officers of companies must farnish wnder section 20 of the Income
Tax Act when paying dividends to shareholders. it is essential to
<tate whether the dividend is “free of income-tax" or not. Under the
existing Income Tax Act virtually no dividend can be ““free of tax™".
and it was suagested that this fact should be brought tfo the
notice of the Board of Revenue so that the Rule might be corrected.
Advice had been received. however, to the effect that neither under
the Companies Act mnor the Tncome Tax Act has a company
the right, such as given under the British Tncome-tax
Nets. t fednet income-tax from dividends. A company was thus
placed in the invidious position of not being able, strictly within




62 )

the law, to declare a divi i
t s to a dividend eiher “less income-fax’" op
;)r:;z;zeb-:ax ) If directors described o di\'idenct] dts ()!1 l'l'e'u o
e c]mlglin"l:;s Il:;'con;e-t{.lx",lth]e]ir right to deduct the hxcxcri:gll:;
o Shalleng & shareholder : and i th 4 i
be::; ?’I“c:)r:;nn‘xlc»tnx a sharcholder might claim (‘f)it csb:x”)ecdw‘t
o nco e-”.lx, the company should refund um" <ul l.(“x-
e [1\; he shareholder .on the income from his ;ligiflr. a?
oimg on point ouf fm'thcr‘ difficultics avising under the ill(O)cl‘(":/{
‘ ded o G et
By ] i that companies in Tndia g
b Rco;;u:goi c,n follow the usual custom of the II:;il1e&mT§||h«l:lﬂuld
Sl fo detuct o from al dividends, and_suggosted i
Government s ke sleps to make ] ovision whi
requird in the Companies Act indor fhe Tprie T et
J ax Act. Tega

opinion was tha | g
iy at the Board of Revenue should be asked to correct

Tn view of (he qi i
! vi e difficnltios whiel i
““? existing procedure, {he a\'::;]:!;(:: :‘q’;;gr;] apeytpom, n chunge in

he wrged to introduce le,

e e o | authorising or dircoting  {he
ion of income-tax on behalf of (e 4.).y%1.or1):1u-dlr£tfib::]?e| o
e, replics

received reven onsi
: are whole matter. A
decided that it should be lof ooy :::3‘(li‘1L;ftg;cfl.c;"\'\mher Comnites

Income 'iax: Rate of

“Tn Tuly, th L tax for insuranc i
e sy e Avocited Climbers of Commeree of T roquested
fhat 1 voprosontuti T & suzgestion of the Panial Chambor
Tennesting T e ek o o e Government of Todin
msurance fos b meome-tax a T ¢ i )
S T i o

i : rates. Tt was
ma i i
i il of 7. o, 310 Regulations had imposed n
any ncranse in e sen 7 1 € for incuranee comnanion su 1o
T S S S WA
The Associati *
b Assocntion of T A, ;
ronmber onsilied, soted (bt pen e " T
received from Tondon (he 17, ¢, (o0 ing o
nsurance business and to o gy omed
now 10, in the €, bt fho oy
exeent fhe shareholders’ g T
75, Gd. in the £, iy
Pronosal of a maimum 1
on_similar lines {0 the m,
that, in any represonta(:

) whom the
Imfnrmalinn jnet
% anplieablo 1
ahene-t o cener
nl\i:]r;l?e share of life profits was
re of m" Ple 10 Tife assurance hnsiness
Committer S, 2t conld never esceed
Mt of ingom ere prepared to supnort {he
X and caneharge in Tndin
© T K. and considered
to the Government of

2thod adopteq i 1,
ubmitteq

on {o he g

«63)

Indin, uttention should be drawn to an extract of the Chancelloy of
the Iixchequer's speech in 1940 in which, when introducing the
supplementury budget, the tax rale was pegged at Ts. 6d. in the £
for life assurance (excluding shareholders® profits).

The Chamber, in forwarding a copy of the letter from the
ciation of Life Assurance Offices in India to the Associated
‘hambers of Commerce of India, recommended that the matter
e tuken up with the Government of Tndia in general terms on the
lines advocated,

Asso

Indian Income Tax Rules, 1922: Deductions of
tax from “salaries”: Returns.——The Central Board of
Revenue was asked by the Chamber to give favourable consideration
w0 two pomts, the adoption of which would entail—in the
Clanber's opinion—considerable saving in work, particularly in
the cuse of large concerns responsible for muking returns on behalf
of u number of separate companics with employees i various
districts and provinees, The points were :—

(1) that it be permissible in the returns under rule J1(1) to
consolidate income-tax and rurcharge thereon into one
figure and super-tax ‘ge into a second figure ;
and

() that an amendment of rule 11(1) be made so as to allow
of employers submitting anmual instead of monthly
returns.

I roply to the Chanibier's request the Central Board of Revenue
stuted that in regard to :
(1) it was necessary (hat the surcharge figures e, shown
separately in the returns as the surcharge at present
Jobiad was wholly central and was not taken into
account for the purposes of determining revenue, the
jprovincial  share of income-tax. The collections
herefrom were classified separately in the treasury
accounts ; and
(2) this matter was under consideration by the Board and a
further communication would be sent as soon as o
decision was reached.

Tax Rulos: Dividends and interest
on debentures: Certificates of payment of income-
tax: Issue of duplicates.—stcr:\l drafts  of ’r\rnposcd
amendments to the Tndian Tncome-tax Rules were received and
noted without comment by the Chamber. Regarding the procedure
which the Central Bourd of Revenue proposed to, lay down in

Indian Income
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@ It was agreed, and it was at present the procedure, that
a declaration be obtained to the effect that the original
had been lost or destroyed, but so long as the blank
share transfer system continued it was not always
possible to insist that the declaration came from the
registered holder, as he was frequently not the actual
holder. 1t was, therefore, suggested ihat - the

declaration should De obtained either from the
registered holder or from the person to whom the
original certificate was issued by the company or his

banlkers.

(3 The Chamber saw little point in the suggestion that
particulars of the issue of a duplicate certificate should
be forwarded to the Income-tax Officer who assessed
the company since he did not normally assess the
shareholder. I the duplicate were signed by the
company, this should be sufficient for the Income-tax
Officer {0 grant a refund : if in doubt he could always
refer to the company.

(4) Strong objection must be taken to the suggestion that all
certificates should be signed by the principal officer of
the company. The signing of dividend warrants
already placed a heavy burden on company offieials
and since one warrant might cover a large number of
holdings, the Board’s present proposal would place
an almost impossible burden on these officials atready
working under great strain.

Tn cireular No. 239-1942 of the 14th September, the Boar
decisions in the matter were reproduced for members” informa
The circular stated that it had been decided not to pursue certain
of the original proposals, but that with a view to avoiding losses of
revenuo, companies should in future adopt the following
procedure :—

(1) The word ‘ortaiNar’ should be marked, preferably
printed, in bold lotters at the top of the original
cortificates with a footnole that they should be
carefully preserved for the purpose of income-tax
refunds.

() The word ‘purricars’ should be marked, preferably
printed, in red in bold letiers on the top of the
duplicate certificates. The duplicate should not be
given the snme number and date as the original, but
should bear a different number and the actual date of
its issue. A refevence should, however, be given on
the top of the duplicate thus :— .

“Duplicate issued for origixml
No. date
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({) Before issuing a dupli i
re a duplicate certificate a ion i
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has been lost or destroyed. i cortiflate

o u;Ie\h;o?;::nf??nﬁ’] inctllw opinion of the Committee, met most
vhich the Cha : revi iset 2
Segardeh s sotefatons. hamber had previously raised and was

Allowance of professional taxes and royalties.—At

the 7 d i i

ﬂ"e‘ '}Elr;::'!i‘:uee.(:ng of the Associated Ghambers in December 1041
194()%“'“ gsn 10L‘scoiuuion—smu|:\r in terms to the one ndopteri i|;
as ved by e
ananmony 1 by the Bengal Chamber and carried
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Beiig hat all tases and
o ; s and royaltics hower

tyavincil Govemments” o ot Auhorites ars Iy el pavae fo
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ian

This resolution &
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come Tax Act X 9 1 Pl
rasaatoon ™ Act XTI of 1022 in fhe dircction suggested in the
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anal should he addressed by the
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ccision, but tho sgos 15 ablo 1o appeal was argued the

SCSCC Wan wnable {o mc; ‘(n 0101:‘;101' ﬂ(m Bench to o previovs

arguments, as no knowledge of

tho Tribunal’s deci

thot law ropare N O previons cases wag g

i reporters might b permi Va3 available, TI(;_ was, theroforo, suggested
odings ‘and publieh decided

(%) Decisions of the Tri
tho desiions of the Trperey STt s comnidre
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Was approached accordingly.
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The rejection of the first suggestion has been noted with
disappointment which i only in part mitigated by the headquarters
of the Tncome Tax Appellate Tribunal having been transferred !
from Delhi to Bombay.

The decision of the Tribunal on the second suggestion is |
awaited. l

Indian Finance Act, 1942: Incomes ranging from
Rs. 1,501 to Rs. 2,000—In May the Chamber issued for the
information of members a letter and enclosures received from the
Joint Tlonorary Secreta Bengal Defence Tioans Committee, in
which assistance was offered to members of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce who cxperienced any  diffienlty of principle in
complying with the above provision of {he Tndian Finance Act,
1942,

As members are aware, the limit of taxable income was reduced
fo Rs. 1.500 and an allernafive scheme was designed whereby
assesseos of folal incomes between Rs. 1.500 and Rs. 2.000 could
diseharae any liability fo taxation by making a deposit in the Indian
Post Office Defence. Savings Banlk. employers being vequired by
T fo allow (heir employees fo excrcise the aption of making the
deposit before the statutory deduction is made from  (heir pay.

Varions members submitted individual problems to the Chamber
for elucidation. Amongst them was one drawing attention to
Rule 877 of {he Post and Telegraph Guide, under which cheques
were not accepted for Savings Bank deposits, the rule preseribing
that cash must be handed over the comter. _Tn consequence of this
it was submitted that the provisions of the Finance Act had altered
the rireumstances, and that arrangements should he made for the
aceeptance of cheques.

The Chamber in addressing the Director-General of Posts and
Telegraphs on the subject emphasised that the almost universal
commercial practice was to make one pavment fo the Post Office
for eredit of the accounts of individual depositors, but that under
Rule 37A large scale employers wer
substantial amounts in cash. Tt wa
prohibition be modified to meet the present ¢

As o result of these representations the Director-General of
Posts und Telegraphs. arranged for a_modification of eluuse 37A
s0 as to permit (@) the acceptance of cheques in Savings Bank
transactions and (b) the acceptance of a single cheque frf)m
employers in payment_of deposits under Rule 8 of the Tndian
Tinance (Tncome-tax) Rules, 1942, .

Indian Companies Act: Section 87.—The need for a
ot saetion 81 of the Tndian Companies Act, with the

 nnder the necessity of sending
s, therefore, suggested that this
rircumstances.
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object of simplifying notifications 1
alterations in dircetorships, wa
to the Chamber by a member.,
amended as follows :—

o regisirars in the event of
1s_the subject of o letter addresseq
Tt was proposed that the section be

we of oy shall within fourcon dnys from tho appointment of the frst
dircctors of the”company and. thoreafier oneo annually sond to tho registrar 3
Tolim in the prescribed form containing the pastionlary speie 10 tho wnid regi
and a nofifiotion in tho prose orm of “any chango among its direstor,
AT e nanaging agents or in any of the partienlars sontame

The (Lambey 1

advicers, considered (1
the introduction of

Orvliee alter consulfation wi

at the ease wag insufficiently
a special amendment Bill an
Lo keep the proposal in mind for subm:
India it and when other more cot
Indian Companies Act s,
0 advised,

ith their legal
strong to warran{
d it was decided
ssion {o the Government of
mprehensive amendments of {he
cte being undertaken. The member was

Indian  Companies  Act, 1918,  Part X-A:
Amendmont of Section 2775 : Banking Companies.—
The r'[cﬁ_ni!inn of b:mking companies in section 2771 of the Tndian
Companieg Act, 1918 crented sovera] difficulties in deciding whether
o company s o bhanking company or not, with the result that a
nmber of such institutions which may be regarded as non-scheduled
banks operating in Britigh Tndin were not subject to the obligations
imposed by law on banking companies,

The 1941 report referred to the approval given by the Chamber
fo'a proposal by the Government of India to amend section 2771
of the Tndian Companies Act go as o provide that any company
E“VI],'“;“I‘»"“?,E fepat of dts namo the word “bank’”, “bunkor o

unking” o d to be a banking company irrespective
of whother the businegs of accepting deposits of monay en went
aecomnt or otherwise gubjocy (1 withdrawal by cheque, draft, or
ovder, is itg principal businegg or not, '

A Bill to amenq {] i
rttmon vty L i, s s, s

September.
The ’%‘,,ﬁi‘,’ Mark Legislation; (4 7yqq, Mark Rules, 1942.—
cvﬁmmen.te ;:11' ”?N‘«';trdcd to the Government  of India detailed
in Fel)\‘u;'xry, &\ﬁe‘{;ﬁ Trade Mark Rulos which were published
1st June. 8 their final form came into force on

One of the chiof
time. Tty oyoe, grom, M wag the shortnoss of the
appeared o bo quit fhe daft Rules, Tn o)) enscs they
when applicants abyoag cannof’ especially in progeny, circumstances
application  forms Possibly complete and rotum their
“The hambe
tended, and that if this

(]N of eriticis
od undey sy

recommended that thy time ntrlr'\’:?s lf;xexmonﬂm

n the register, _
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14 not be done, provision should be mnrleot:'ﬂ})linni’%hocf "ilil:x;‘]
oc xtensi pear  reasonable.

ing extended should extension app { "he
})m::;. m‘?{‘ﬁ: (]:(\tlci revealed that in most cases the time limits had
or1 } S
been extended as suggested.

) 5
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e malifiention was specified, To was not_ consid pre. thoi
it 3 camdidate woe o graduate necessarily made im
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Ml Agenta, shonld they desiro to ack as such. T
lowever, remaing unaltered.

ente in Tndin,
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might apply for regisieation wntil the Rules had been passed, 1
Whicl onte- it awould he impossible for e 80 of the Act for
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ade Mark Ag
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and not fulfiling i 2N4ton brough,
¢ d g th bt into wee Lefer i
e e e S 0. bt e e o e
lgation, . nply therewith before
While s i
» Supporting, ;
62 as provig; &, I generg)
2 s providing fop gopen s 4], the ameng
the  Chamig safeguards g, ments to rules 60 and
wber g against fire N <
recommendatiy Put forwarg gy o on consumers premises
S I regard to py)e c-w" deration the following
@) that i 2
atin th i
or in par 02 Paragraph the words e
e ShOuld e agded e on o - icher wholly
\ledalter the words by the

O%nerat high Pressure

(@D that in (e gyq lin
Witch or g "

of el
\-(v.-hlm,é“d‘m;e (a) after the words
the words “‘comprising two

be added ; and

OF more oil.filleq tehes

(i that in clause (0 the word “fireproof”’ be inserted
hetween the words “‘similar materials™.

The Chanther raised no objections to the following amendments
involving :—
1. the ‘neertion in snb-rule (4) of rule (5) after the words
“An Tnspector” of the words “‘or anv officer appointed
ta assist the Tnepector under sub-rule (1) and holding
aazetted rank’:
(" the suhstitution of the following rule for rule 6:—
& Apneale—(1) An avneal against an order served under
euberile ‘41 of rule 6 shall lie—
(i if the arder is rerved by an officer appointed fo aseist an
Trepertor. 1n the Tnspector:
Git 5f fhe order is erved by an Tnerector or in the caso of
an arder of an Tnspactar azainst an appeal preferred to him under
Mante {3, to the Central Gavernmen or the Pravineial Government,
a< the case mas be.
(2, Fvere anpeal shall be in writing. shall he accompanicd
a cone of the order anpraled againet and shall be precented
wirhin three months of the date of ench order.
47 fhe substitntion in  Annexure YV of  *Flectric
Tnepector' [Officer appoinied under sub-rule (4) of
rule 5 for the words ““Flectric Tnspector™.

Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Act, 1941: (@ Exemptions
_“Felrifuae”.—The Chamber addressed the Commissioner of
Commercial Taxes in January 1942 on  the qneslinp _n( the
interpretation to he put upon the word “febrifuge’” used in item 20
of e <chodnled list of exemptions under the Act. and urged that
a less rigorous atfitude e adopted towards the tasing of
fever-redncing medicines.

{a exempt anlv cinchona febrifuze
Government informed the
f the nrevious instructions
al preparations whether <old unﬂrvr. natent names or
N weecrdanee with the nreserintions of doctors. which Mr.nlnm one of
the afara-mentioned snhstances as onlu one of sevoral ingredients.
@il not e exemnt from sales fax. Tt was proposed to give effect
10 11:< decision from the 15th December.

further representations should be

{ afiected members were invited.
Asa

Tt wae originallv infended
wides auinine from sales fax. but
wher in Tulv that, in supersession o

issued, miedi

Tn arder to defermine whether
made to Gavernment. the views o A ber
4 enaniries were made by the Chamber in oth‘og ddrc
2t it wae decided not to dispute Government’s de

matter has been allowed to rest.
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() Proposed amendment. 1o Rule o
member the Government. of Tien
Chamber fo consider the possibi
of the above Act.
e {n

8.—At the vequest of 5
I have also been asked by the
ity of further amending Rule %
Tt was suggested that registored dealers, whoso
able turnover forms only a small proportion of their
average gross turnover should he permitted to submit a vetumn of

their faxable turnover only. The oufcome of this correspondence
is still awaited.

Bongal  Criminal TLaw
Amendment Act, 1942 —There  has  been, since the
commencement of the war, o considerable inere; in Ahefts of
stores, efe. from industrial conce < and representations were made
to the Government of Bengal in 1941 on the desirabilify of the
application to other indus al arveas in Bengal of legislation on
lines similar f0 those of seotion 834 of the Caleutta Suburhan
Police Act, 1866, Under this Act the diffienlty of proving

ownership of stolen articles i mot by making onus of proof of
ownership on {he ind

idual in possession.  As o vesult, the Bengal
Criminal Taw (Tndustria eas) Amendment Act. 1942 was passed
by the Bengal Tiegislature in June 1942, and is now in force in the
whale of Beneal, exclnding the town of Calenttn and Howrah
Station, which were already covered by {he previous legislation.

e Industrial Associntions connected with the
arly drawn fo fhe provisions of section 4 of
ch any person who has in his possession, or
s v offers for salo or pasvng anything which there is renson fo
believe has heen stalen randulentiy obtained, shall, if he fails fo
Ssion fo the satisfaction of the Magistrate,
oo or fo imprisonment up {0 giy months: and o the
sions coverine fle eage of persons throngh whose hands
may have passed. ’
Tt was considered by 1,6 Chamher fhat 1]
by the A shonla, if adequatoely enfore II
o thefts of ciplovers’ pronerty. e CC-
{hese provisions ehoylq e brotaht proy
members of fho varions Assncigticr ol

'I‘IBS(?) gn.l] Mining St ement
e Chamber was in o in T
of Bona b s mformed iy 17y

(Industrial Areas)

The attention of th
Chamber was par

similar prov
the stolen property

he powers conferred
eatly reduce the evil
a8 therefore suggested that
minenily to (he noties of
erred to abovo,

ftct‘ 1912: Amendment.
bruary (hat fhe Govornmen
Mining Sottlemens A% TS logichating o amend the Bengnl
characler of the Rm: o ‘,3,2121' x\;.m 2 view fo improving the general
experienced in the working of g ey " the practical diffcultes

Trom the point of v;
m the OV of the conl 1y
was considered by the Tndiny 311G, Minin

N Mining

'ing industry, (he matter
Association,

Mombers of the

¢ were invited to put forward opinions an ”,‘C pm]lm;‘nk"{?'t
Chner Aot the At as it afleeled mining ofher {lan conl m, .
et l‘w“r:uei\'ed to the circuiar asking for opinions, '\“
‘\I.“ ‘(:‘II‘!:;L::":I‘\or:fnrn made no recommendations to (Government.
the Cha

Bengal Shops and Estab}ishlt?e;l“ts‘lull‘f:‘l‘gss[:I?:l‘.h-e
0 » existing pressure of work K ed 1 he
T tead b 1 member (0 fake up wilh Government iho
onof susponding. fo (he duration of the war, provisons
O e 81> and 15, of (e above Act, relating respectivel
sections /(1) 1 ;
::'cr\ v holidays and annual leave.

sponsor any such
Tho Clumber Commitice were reluctant (0 sponsor any suel
ont vere opinion_tha gnations A
amendment. s they were of the ) igontions and
e part of {hose {0 sehon seclions &1 w12 o
attires o art B soctions 1) and 12ap
:\:Il)\l\l nnll sufficiently numerous to justify the action pro

CUSTOMS.

istributi ripls.—Tn
(@ Distribution of rrecip
penalty feos: (a) i o Frome
o propesed esablishment in Caletia of 1 ome
for Todin seamen. the Cliamber ool e el Toos, The
o T y & recovered 1 alty fees.
¢ allocation of sums recove lly fros, - Tho
et inlononca tht Govornment e o for The
e o, aw from fhe Mol yaue 1245 b finded o (e
heneft of welfure instiutions.  No deductions wonld be made ¢scer
A i Castonus offcrs n 1 nanl—ropresentng o
inhiding i anounting i Tebriars Lo spprovimatey B 2402
© anmum.  Government, were unab accapt the Cliumbers
s i shonid be paid. fo the welfar
sngeestion (s o
of the Customs Department.

arants should
. y amber's proposal that '.I"' aran 0 port.
b i St proertion 0 e bt o o sl o
e " vhieh. " e 1yrnelic
fanmos wore viven by Government which Ty Govorment's practcr
strengthened (he case put forid G g0y AR
o debiting (‘.F\;Y“o“l'm\il to granfs-in-nid 10 1“,‘,“{; Chittneona
allofting part ';:I “_‘W;ms of penaltv fees n{: :X'rfa:z 103940 and
institntions. 'f“ q Karachi totalled Rs. 2.24.08 aid fo welfare
Rombav, :\rpdmg{;:‘h 4\1‘ “The fofal amounts pa
66 in 1940-41.

institutions at (hese porls wor
mefhod by whieh sums woul
created was being Cm\su]urml.l
stated, based on the needs of
to the sums available.

o Re. 60000 in both vears. The
be allocated
and erant

he instil

from the fund to be
had heen, Government
utions at each port according
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() Customs Sunday and holiday
. Yy fees.—The Chamber hag ;
:]he }(\_:mst given strong support to repeated representations mngz ‘l?»
”:e vovernrm'c]ut gf India for the abolition, a temporary war
cnsure, of the Sunday and holids iy viable, und
section 72 of the Sea Customs Aclb. "7 penally fees Tornble e

The Government of Tndia decid
: ed that from the 8th Tulv 1942
(‘;:c ]e\_‘{ of nz_}n:\lLvA fees would be discontinued for the dm':\t‘inn 3)2[
e war.  This decision was communicated to interested members,

Mlt(itlv.:s;gms penalty duty on shortage in eargoes of
Stt In br zs.—Oq behalf of o member the Chamber addvessed the
nvrném nment of Tndin in Anenst regarding an apneal seninst a levy
7 Sstoms penalty dutv on 77 bags of salt shortlanded af. Calentl,
(]eh"g conivrm(\d ineauitable that the onus of acconnting for any
-i; I\’:nCv S):\lllfl fall on ship or steamer agents, a< the discrepaney
" v“.{lﬂ 1fn]r|||ﬂfnnm]»—wns essentially one hetween the Csfoms fally
Al port of loading and fhe tally at port of dicchargo. )

m-an:wi'"mfim veplied fo the Chamber stating that whilst each
e m the movement of wli wag subicefed to Customs
M“d”“s”m:»‘. ]fhe salf ('llr]lnnl mss into {1n enstody of The Customs:
the shin a ‘é:jmfody being ihe responsibility of the owner and of
Customy. adeoiomment, further. stated that fhe fact that the

Sopted. their own precautions conld not impair {his

resnonsibility which, §
¥ which, if salt were misgi
oy sult were missing, had (herefore fo he

Tt was snggosf
- THwas snagested (o f) - that §t o .
ipning somesested I kp\p{\“mnmhm that it michi ho advisable for

AT i independent fally al fhe nort of
o ovent of o dieer !
that of e Coetoms. < 2 diserepaney hoteon their fally and

Examination
" of @ * shi
For drnwhack of ustomg gy, TNt Tnder rinim

—The views of the Chamber

e
Crstoms, Calentta. fhat ":',1,':.';'”"‘0"'{.:“"?'”" by the Callertor of

am
doclk and jofty.

mation of drawhae

g for fhe sep, 25 (here wonlq he no
rs. Txamination at the e %, APDraisers and Preventive
onlv in verv special cire CXPOrters” podowng wonld he allowed
Touse Draswhack pe TSNS and examingicr - e alowed

IS¢ awhack Shed woulq be i Amination at {he Custom
exnorters of the double exnons disconragnd .

e of iy

therebv relievi
Touse and thence o (e oo herebv relieving

insportation to the Custom

U9

In cireular No. 191-1942 dated 22nd July members were asked
for their views on this suggested change in procedure. A
representative number of replies was received and general support
was given {o the proposal. Two connected questions of difficulty,
which arose however, were submitted to the Customs Authorities for
comment.  The questions were :-—

(i Tt had been pointed out that the Customs facilities for
handling heavy packages might be inadequate at the
docks and jetly sheds, ¢.g. in the case of packages
weighing 85 cwis. and over. In such cases—it was
asked—would examination continue to take place
at  the exporters’ godown or what allernative
arrangements will be made by the Customs?

(i) In certain cases where goods require careful packing and
bandling, the proposed change in procedure would
involve the unpacking of the goods in the presence of
ilie Appraiser, examination by him, checkweighing
if necessary, and repacking before the Customs seal
is obtained. Wil suitable labour and other facilities,
the Chamber enquired, be available for this work at
the dock and jetty sheds?

Extension of the International Sugar Agreement,
1987.— At the end of last year the Chamber was consulted by the
Government of Bengal regarding an enquiry by the Central
Government on the question of the extension of the International
Sugar Agreement, 1937, which was due to expire on the 3lst
August 1042, Article 50(b) of the Agreement lays down that the
contracting Governments shall decide at least 6 months befm'evlhe
date of expiry of the Agreement, whether its terms shall continue
and, if 50, on what conditions. According to the information given
to the Chamber, the International Sugar Couneil had recommended
that the Agreement he continued cither for the duralion of the war
and for one clear quota year after the end of the war, or for a
period of two years from the 3lst August 1942, whichever i Jess.

As a signatory of the Agreement, India is nol permitted 1o
export sugar by sea clsewhere than to Burma. In the opinion of
interested members, whose views the Chamber sought, there was
1o reason why this should be so in present circumstances. The
Government of Bengal was therefore informed that, if the
Agreement were extended on the jiry of its then current term,
Tndia should not, in the Chamber’s view, commit itself fo signature

of the extended Agreement.

The Government of Tndia have since decided not to join in the

proposed extension of the Agreement.




(80 )

Clearance of cargo from the docks.--In connection
with the attempts which were being made to ensure th
clearance of cargo from the docks, at an earher st
by insisting on the ewrlier attendance of
docks, it was pointed out {o the Chamber th:
means of checking the time of arrival of their sircars. On referring
this question to the Caleutta Import Trade Association, the Chamber
learned that it had been suggested to the Collector of Customs that,
if sircars were issued by their firms with books in which to record
he time of their arrival and (he time of appraising of the goods,
the entries might be initialled by the sircar and, for verification,
by the Shed Appraiser or Lxamining Officer. The Association
subsequently informed the Chamber that the Collector of Customs
was willing to adopi this suggestion and was issuing orders to his
stafl to initial the entries in the sircars’ books.

e prompt
age of the day,
mport sircars at the
at many firms had no

. Clearance of import cargo from the United
Kingdom.—In December 1941, with the object of helping
importers t

o expedite the clearance of their goods from the docks
and so to speed up the twn-round of shipping, the Port
Commissioners  introduced a system  whereby importers were

informed by post card as soon as any of their goods were landed
from United Kingdom vessel

__The Chamber received @ letter from the Porl Commissioners
in May stating that the system had failed to achieve its object, as
umporters had only on very rare ogeasions acted on the information
given and that it would, therefore, be discontinued.
Aqnl\alrsvision of the Impoxt Tariff Schedule.—In
{ontection with the annual revaluation of articles bearing  fixed
tanifl values in the Tmport Tyrijy Schedule, the Chamber received

’]')zggi;l?:rq'&];o\isimm] {ill values for the twelve months ending

A special meeting was beld

i o reld in i
the 20th November, at whioh 5 &1
Chamber discussed ‘the pravisiong)
Director of Commercial Tnelliganee.

oyal Fixchange building on
Cuxynxlliltee appointed by the
1l values with the Deputy-

MARINE,

Indian Ports Act, 1908: Drast Rules.—Tn October the

Chumber received for considets ¢
the Government of Tndin proposeg = LAl Of certain rules which
\

i ] N N N
the Indian Ports Act relating (o g '(’_j:k nder section 6(1) of
vesels, either in bulk or in ey ' Mg of petrolewm in

%

during the 1

(8)

The draft Rules were :— ] —
s very vessel corrying petroleum in  bul dangerous
L “ll,mumﬂcncs‘:sq shall, on nnivnll m‘t ﬂlokcle’;ns.“cl;?xazu nﬂ';ﬁinn o e
roleun 1} Code of Signals at the fore and sha fng fying dusing
teraional, Code of S8t in T of the said fag, sball exhibit o xed g
y, and dutiog g
:r‘m“‘:,[m o where 1t can best

. .
9. Every barbour craft currying petroloum shall exhibit o large sqyate od
. Every ha y

ag in such @ position as to be visible all round o compass during the doy, and
fag

mpass.
iatr i liow of tho said flag, o red light visiblo all round the comp:

y d in the special oil
ying pet shall normally be berthe e Wlnkcu
1?‘ \r;csjfﬁl :?ol;n\::epi o[t‘:flf:?; port on the strength of the flood tido or
D! o
:3? o the sirength of the ebb tide.

i e general
No vessel carrying dangerous petroloum sholl load or discharge g
. and 6 A,

cargo botween 6 .M. @

i i ts were
So far as the Chamber’s ocean-gomg s{;elgmer interes!
concerned, the draft was regarded as reasonable.

ippi ills.—The
Shipment of overside cargo: Sglp&;nébetrnil}:smgusc
Ministry of War Transport in o letter to the Chamber o e
stated that, in order to facilitate the loading of o et
St[MCe< leutta, the Customs Authorities had ngrefed ];9 :rim A
0[ o‘\‘elfid‘eycz\r"o without the production of s )P}zbu:ed e e
? d, however, that this concession had belen_ e mimpers
Tt Authorities had been forced to the conclusion thet shippers
e s o afort.to take out shipping bilspror to sipmert
}‘teiv‘:\‘;r‘t‘i\\ereh[mn been found necessary to dxscoi:: ‘i?l:epoﬂ e eing
with the result that the loading of steamers
delayed. ) N
e Chamber to bring 1:;;;%53::::2
I Or
e e 031];0‘;1;?:]1?“{‘T::]etl‘sc Sessels could be
(vide circular No. 288-1942 a

available at Caleutta

i r the tonnage available at Cule

10&!“]9(]1 l‘)‘s‘;mrledg;:.::éd gec?i]\?elc‘s]t’eps should “be taken by shippers to
would X

take out shipping bills without delay-

The Ministry requested th

i sowerer, attributed the delay
Coran s s 0L 0 T e St
e e aro eforeed fo fhe Ministry of War Trnsport
“‘ietll)lleflel: X‘C:]Sﬁoms Authorities any authentic
assing shipping bills.
e o Transfer of Prope}'ty
ignability of marine
" In 1936 and again in

Proposed amendment of th

i ard to the assl
e mlil;aigg and subrogation.

insurance po:
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1938 there was adopted ral Meeting of g,
Associated Chambers of C g resolution :—

at the Annual Gene
he { i

D Asseciation urges wpon the Government of Tndi (ho n cossity of onag
Yithou dolny legislation in Titieh Tudin embodying. 4 Provision of tho Maripg
muranco Act 6, Bdward VIT 1905, and of amondiyg sechioy. 6 nnd 135 of (b,
Sronafor, of Proberty Acl, 1853, 0 far us they eoniict iy seclions 50 and 79
of chat Act which providd Tor (ho assignment, gt ity ‘policics cither beforo gr
aftor Toss and for tho vight of subrogation respectivoly.

cling

. A copy of this resolution and of the discussions which preceded
its adoption were forwarded to the Government of India.

In March the Government of B
submit ils opinion on the tentative
India on the subject. These were :

) dhat tho referonco to a_palicy of maring insurance ghould bo omittod from
agetion 105 of tho Transfor of Droporty et 1o ing the section to apply to polisies
of msurance against fire, and il a gy socrr should be insorted fo deal with
policies of narino insuranc in tho subgtyr,

Tnsurance Act, 190,

engal asked the Chamber to
¢ views of the Government of

(@) That
section 79 of

1o case has beon wade ot for {ho o
section 6 of {

tho Marine Insuranco Act or for e
he Transfer of Troporty Act,

The CI

actment of a_counterpart of
amendment of clauso (¢) of

hamber referred the matter (o the Caleutts Insurance
whose view—that amendments on the lines originally
Tecommended in the aboye resolution are in fact necessary—has
been adopted by the Chamber Comnmittee,

_ Closing of Howran Bridge.-—Th, closing of the Fowrah
Bridge from 7 A, to AN on the Gih July caused serious
gw]o}nvemence to the large body of vehicular traffic proceeding to
1'(6“1\(?1 for the opening of business, whicl at that date was at

. ]’%‘]r Chamber enquired of the Poy Commissioners whether it
210“1"3-‘)19 possible to arrang, that, unlesg in special cireumstances,
uwtlxc“lfz %vestshguld nob remain clogeq 4, traflic after 7-30 A. or,
at the late ; ¢

was giver " AM.on working days, An assurance to this effect

et rBlP'OkTﬂg I?Tf oranes.—In gy, the Chamber recoived o

er from the Mastop Stevedores Association agkin, that the Port
Commigsioners he sbpronched wih g vigy g an ;ﬁte‘rr‘mtion being
evison ot e PO r rning &y e As o resul of the
altered their working 1o S, Fort Comissioners hud
booked by 3-30 instead
Stevedores Association
would require labouy

TS, and it

s necessary for eranes to be
of 4-80p .y, 1, L
» should shipg 4, 't bo opinion of the Master

) C I port, shipn;; i
o be suppliog withosfl shipping companies

reference to the times

tial sense of scction 50 of tho Marine

( 8 )

restriction it was feared that the
king s a result of the restriction i f ¢ tho
%ir bmz\‘\?g;-l'\rﬁ;\o; the port might be nnpuxlrcdi ]:mgelt was th'el(: o
o dhnt i Port issi should q
ed that the Port C : o penesed Lo
ATIeY the latest time for booking; i st
e : on stal iona ] ved
rem"L:;;i?gPn‘l“sszeton staft to do any additional work invol
mainta
between 3-30 and 4-30 P.M.

i v the matter referred to
0 >orf Commissioners, on having o mutte crred, b
th xrl“;?rtllcﬁ‘tlm, if necessary they would give a trial to the g
om, stals ¢
a(l cranes up to the time required.

| ioners, a €O)
ater letter received from the Port Coutmisstlonz;s:ghipph}g

e e iretited by the Chumber (o agents  Aipping
: WhWII“\“\Sl(é!» ll‘m Master Stevedores Assoc \(luln, s];\i i
fomns ooty o period of seven days showed that ships onl
e The ot th hooks booked, and (hat in the inotsts of
worked 64% ‘]’ ship should exercise care in es 112‘:;‘.5 g
sle“rl)llil:':rimﬁzc ‘w overbooking meant that the Commissio
T s,
pnlgl for idle labour.

I he
issioners’ labour ut{ 1!

fottios and & °§n§°§§c§§2ﬁ’mw of the s]wrtn%e ;:i 1:31?:5‘
o m:d 13 unskilled at the jelties and in ]t]xe“("oc stl’)mmers,
e ?n reciable delay in loading n_nd un otm 5‘9 e
and m‘mnl‘g i‘pﬁ 4\]";0 increased stevedoring Clos‘,s;,lleil' o Laster
B e tion sugested, n Tebruy, 1 b iheir membors
ey e iation was in a position to supp y enangh ibour
Dmmmng'.‘l‘e,A.ssgslb\rt of ten working at m:u’mﬂ\fspAcc-iv(sn,.l;imY N
honght that i wond b partelay nectl for working rasto
3‘1(.':::7\ ’f-em:i;-cd skilled ll:mdling.derTht] ;\vﬁ\:e]:'ln nllz;a],i.kely n keeping {he
stevedores employed and in ren g
by rumours and panic.

ippi -Committeo who
hipping Sub o
A - consulied the S Committee o
The Frl?.’lgl;ilip;ing comprais v o abjct (0 the popost
T ety Tottor dospateh of vesse s, end mggestod (0t he
were 1t to 1 asween . : ;
P e e i Ci the terms an
matter was one for avrangel e Meince e
y ) . ot I'f isations.
e st ware baooh (s 0 ogen
conditions o] arrang

in the port has
inadequacy of lbour in the p
i "qqui‘on by the Chamber, in close
Sderalion o, the Master Stevedores,

The recent :ﬂmrt:\]gc rm:l
con_and still is wnder consideration |
l:\:'e‘:n](mmn with the Port (‘(::1;;::;5
Shippers and Ocean Steamer R
ition of deferre o e
Pm?osf ((il “'%‘ﬁiiﬁ?ﬁ?m the Caleutta Tute Tabri D)
‘were macde ol he Lha )
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rz&is:g:no;tregarding the abolition of the deferred ste: i
robntes. I \:us_sillougf}:t thlnf. there was no justiﬁca‘;gtenrf{)mth
r on of em for which there may have o
reason in pre- days. The Chamber W;s) uf;;‘eed lzzc:r::? fi g:]t;ﬂ

| T the

ight

The Shipping Sub-C i
hefore ey DI -Committee, on havin,
them, explained tha i i i
Qe e Xplaine at fslreshons nifechra,rz_tfre(ght rebates were
a and it was ted that

direct representation.
Tep ations be made b; i .
Association to the various Lineti tggn(;glzﬁf:g:hte abrics Shipgers

g the matter placed

Registrati
Committga s t;ﬁ?g; é)f cargo: Gunnies.—The Shipping Sub-
Shippors. Aeomsit ed o letter from the Caleutta Jute Tabri
Tevind for o ation suggesting that some uniform Pproced: ﬂ nlfs
for shipment ehr]eg:itrah n of cargo brought alongside to‘:elatc
Shippere. Aasooinron .i opinion of the Caleutta Jute Fabric:
cuch registration oo it would be generally advantageous to all if
by the statement that etli:ezt:frtnmge gt o, if mace, qm?iﬁ;d
mills and boating contractors wm‘wz]rd trl‘:lnalgia?;sc}(:\z??ﬂedst}:)mlg’einm
s 4

down goods at fhy
oods at the last
was to register the gooé&moment, confident that all they need do

The Shipping Sub.Comms
should be made wherehy it ted

g e Wherehy goodsbronghi ote o ngerments
bt that in tha e 20 8 time tho steamer completed Tondng
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be qualifid to thet iy eamer had closed, the registmt‘ion' sEEuh’l

Con?;‘enc? tLiI?sfs frefent
S.—Th
were recentl e Caloutts Trrei iati
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existing organisation of business in Calcutta made it highly
desirable, if not imperative, to retain the link, which the freight
brokers provide, between the shipper on the one hand and the
sicamship agents on the other, particularly in thie present
circumstances, when the quick turn-round of ships is essential.
The broker, in the opinion of the Chamber, afforded great assistance,
not only to the steamer agents but also and especially to the
shipper who looked to the broker to supply accurate information
regarding ship movements, ready dates, freight allocations, and the
like: and without some form of remuneration for his work, the
broker could not be expected to continue this service, although the
shipper would undoubtedly continue to look for it. On a longer
view, to deprive freight brokers—at a time of high business and
living costs—of a very considerable portion of their income against
which commitments had in many cases been contracted, would
inevitably have unfavourable reactions on their ability to confinue
their normal functions after the war. This factor and the service
which freight brokers render in the present abnormal circumstances,
it was pointed out, were largely responsible for the policy adopted
by the U. K. Ministry of War Transport not to interfere more than
was absolutely necessary with the existing local organisation and
practice of the shipping industry. It would, in the opinion of the
Chamber, be unfortunate and short-sighted from all points of view
for the Shipping Authorities of the two principal Allied Nations
to pursue—in the same port and frequently through the same
shipping agencies—divergent policies in the matter of brokerage
payments.

Tt was, therefore, hoped that the Calcutta/T. 8. A. Conference
would support in the proper quarters the case put forward by the
Caleutta freight broker for the removal of the anomaly created
by the Washington decision and it was suggested that brokerage
should continue to be paid on a fixed maximum rate of freight as
in the case of shipments to the U.

Tnformation was later received that the whole matter was under
consideration and there were indications that a favourable outcome

might be expected.

Special Haj Enquiry Report.—In consultation with the
Shipping Sub-Committee and the interests affected by it, the
hamber considered the Special Haj Enquiry Report by
Mr. . A. Rahim, 1.0.5. The views of the Chamber on certain of
the recommendations made in the Report were communicated to
Government.

evedoring labour employed in the

Camps for st y
& The development of the war in Malaya and

port of Caleutta.—
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Bnrl};]:}l.gs itf n!F_ecteﬂIEnste\'n India and the
possibility of air raids on the city, and the fear of i

dispersal of industrial and other lynbour employed ﬂfletlo]e Eli?;b]i:
necessary for the interests affected to consider how thare eonid o
maintained, despite any development of emergency conditions, 5
stevedoring labour force for essential shipping work. Tt w’as‘
therefore, proposed that lbour camnps should be established outsig
the city, wluch_, while enabling the labour to live after working
hours at some distance from the danger arcas, would also permi'.oE{
their segregation from the general civil population of Calcutta to
avoid the dnngf:r of panic in times of emergency ; and which would
keep in the neighbourhood a labour force large enough to deal with
the probable volume of shipping which it had been indicated might
be expected, subject to war conditions, Txperience in Burma
amply proved the desirability of such measures, and the proposal
to_establish labour camps was approved by the stevedoring and

ﬁ:![ﬁ:géﬂrterests concerned, and by the Civil Defence Authorities

port of Caleutta, the

Following upon discussions with the Government ia, i
as agteed in May that a skeloton force of 5,000 siovedonng 1aors
j\hou]q be organised in two camps to be run by the Master Stevedores
IST:)CI:\EIOX’\. A grant was sanctioned by the Government of
ndia to meet the capital costs of the construction of the camps
and 'Go?remment also assumed responsibility for the payment of o
5;"!:’:":![ ollgr compensation in regard to the acquisition of the land
fog mc(c il ot\]'emmeng would not, however, accept responsibility
o mecting ]3: Tunning costs of the camps. These involved
o yn o &e:;q; :rg, inasmuch  ag i¥ was  considered necessary

T ary ¢ orm of speeial allowances
HFJ:‘;‘ ;?ﬂg;e(})nl:;\‘u_r making use of the camps, m[:d pr]ov;‘;]ion ’:nusl
kel impossiblé"?otflznlqm labour should a shortage of shipping

. A surchary i

which L TehiTge per ton on stevedoring charges,
vhich would prml\\ce'::’ninlncomc larger than that requiredgin no!fml
of shipping which v;mﬂdﬂ l‘)‘gﬂ:rd to the uncertainty of the volume

to meet the possibilit;
available. They Rhim':igg ‘;‘;‘LPO.NOGE when no shipping work was
ghe:(l:fore agreed to the prop,
in the port, whic}

Tndin. of fho. Nanine® 050 stpported by the Representative in
Beprecaninivo of tho W sypciny T0PO0_and fhe Specin
Btates of America, PHPPIng Administration of the United

The occupation of
2 c cn N
progress was slow and consid:m))‘lzc):lcimn Septomber. At fist

fliculties were experienced in

—
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inducing the men to live in them. Such problems were lloyvcyer
gradually overcome and by the end of December 1942 o gratifying
total number of men were residing in the camps, T is satisfactory
also to record that the experience of the Christmas raids proved that
the experiment of the camps had been more than justified. There
was a definite exodus of stevedoring labour not residing in the camps
and for several days at the height of the evacuation it was next to
impossible to obtain labour in the ordinary way. On the other
hand the morale of the men in the camps was excellent and though
night work had to be abandoned for the time being, the total number
of men living in the camps who left Caleutta was not more than 8%.
In common with other types of labour, however, the raids were
made the occasion of demands for increases in wages, etc., and in
these circumstances and in view of the increased cost of living it was
decided in January to introduce as from the 21st December 1942
the payment of the maintenance allowance originally arranged for
Iabour in the camps and to fix it for the time being at Rg. 15 per
man per month. ~At {he beginning of Tebruary when this report
was writien the numbers of men in the camps had increased to
about 2,500.

A proposal involving the formation of a military stevedoring
labour unit is at present under consideration.

POSTS & TELEGRAPHS.

Night delivery of telegrams.—A proposal that the
practice of delivering ordinary telegrams between 9 p.M. and 6 A..
should be discontinued was made by the Chief Superintendent of
the Central Telegraph Office in a lefter dated the 19th September.
Tor various reasons it was found that the majority of telegrams
sent out between these hours had to be returned and re-delivered
later.

The Chamber, on requesting the views of members, fom?d‘ that
the majority approved of the suggestion that delivery "J"fl ordinary
telegrams between 9 p.at. and G A should cease. The views,
however, of those members whose business necessitated a
continnance of night delivery were communicated direct to the
Central Telegraph Office.

Airgraphs: Invoices and freight notes.—Information

i i g ini ‘War Transport to
was received in August from the Ministry of
the effect that arrangements bad been made for the acceptance

viti irgraph copies of invoices when the
by the Customs Authorities of mr(;ersg;wh pthe oS timo.to

shipper had been unable to d
accompapy the cargo.

%—-—
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expressing satisf: ; .
ruise?a g s with this arr , the Chambey
oblaining dolivery s ew, oL diffculties which frequenily aro n
ovuinin eé'i'v ivery of cargo because the consignee at this en? 1
o [e v}gmeulnrs of the shipping and insurance cly -dld
ﬂl‘r&l;ge Lﬁ el?zs I‘:]s,“;’nsbassessmem, It was suggested, therefomaigcs
o be-sccepted l:g, ‘fl\eecw:tgfn :oz S:;gn_\g;h copies of freight Lmﬂz
terms as applied to the acceptance of ]aoilrlgi'ii)l;ninlvxgilgson the sue

The Ministry of War T

o ; Tansporj Repre i

qu;iggrﬁt:sat nellttllxelr) thlekCentml Boardlof tl%ev:xB::Exfgfr:,‘l’:Zean::trﬁd
1 would be likely rai jecti invoios

being mition o0 o‘ f)}))r t& _mlse any objection to the invoice

(@) the value of the goods;
(b) an airgraph advice of shipping and insurance charges.

Pr irgr
Postm:;g:é:g thrgxaph Money Order Service.—Th
y oral, Bengal & Assam  Girole, requested an
introducti i ubject of :
remm\;ﬁilg: 10oft ) anU A'ugml?}l Money Orderl Ser.;ic;hefgognoffﬁ
remittances to the United Kingdom. 1t was suggested that sul
s e be limited fo £10 The Chamber Commitiee i
he Postmaster-General that they favoun innovati
of the project, said that they thought it \sgul:lu;)o;:)l\?ed ; }\‘wfellgoﬁzag:&n

experie:cgezabp;li.u . Supphes‘ of forms.—The difficulty

airgraph farme 1o l;ll;)eosz Etéucies in obtaining adequate supplies of
The Chamber appreci o

hamber J?slerglrﬁql the need for care on the part of the

! econom?sil:ng forms available, having regard to

8 ™M paper, and also the misuse of

:nslnesginterests, and in order to meet
‘ggestions  were put forward for

(@) that arrange
. ments i
interests wonlq. wight he made whereby business

(b) that permission
permission shoulq 1 i
g‘""_ g form: o(l;:amed by the Chamber to
nstituents. Supply them to its
The second of thes
At 8¢ alternative,
orities for a variety of raas:n:mlful:,ozl?ew%ﬂat—mb]e fo the Pose
ostmaster-Greneral
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expressed Liis willingness o give eflect to the first suggestion.
The wrrangement was of temporary duration and  wag
superseded by a system whereby airgraph forms are available only
on purchase of the approp jate siumps which are affixed to the forms
by the post office. Tombossed airgraph forms are to be introduced.

African Clipper Service.—It was officially announced i
August thut arrangements had been made to send air mails for the
U8, A Canada throughout by air, by utilising the Pan-
Anter s Services operating between West Africa and the
u. s service affords a considerable gain in the transit
time.

and
Airway
\

, whicl

Air-cin-sea route via Durban is also available for

The present
§. A. and Canada at the existing rates of postage.

mails to the U

Mails for Rangoon.—In March, at the request of a
member, enguiries were made regarding the short-landing at.
Calemta of mail whieh had been destined for Rangoon.

The Postmaster-General informed the Chamber that postal
addressed to firms in Rangoon had been forwarded by land
route to Mandalay, which was then the headquarters of the Burma
Postal Service. 1t was understood by the Postmaster-General that
(e Burma Postal Authorities had information vegarding ihe
temporary offices established by firms in Upper Burina and would
thus be in o position to effect delivery.

packets

A suggestion that wuil should be delivered o the Caleutln
wddresses  was idered by the ter-General 1o e
impracticable because of the large amount of sorting which would be

involved.

ank Rules: Deposit of
areh the Chamber brought to the
of o new provision relating to
The rule was designed to afford

Post Office Savings B
provident fund money.—In M
notice of members the introduct.on
Post Office Savings Bank deposits. !
facilities for the investment of the provident fund money of the
cuployees of a private finu or company and enabled a person or
persons authorised by a private firm or_company to open for the
purpoge an account in the Post Office Savings Bank in the name
of the firm or company’s @ nt fund account.
Burma Posts and Telegraphs Department:
V.P.P. payments.—During the year there were complaints from
wembers vegayding . D. Ps. issied through the Rangoon Post
Office for which payment had not been received. Tn some cases

mployees provide




o)

{90 )
application was made to the Burmg Posts & Tel

inCaleutta who stated that no cl
records had been lost.

Deparfment pressing strongly that mel“s":
y s in (wo main respects,

! egraphs Departnient improve the svstew in two mal P
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be undertaken to
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(;0\\0:’:“, Posts & Telegraphs, Burma, that no cluimpinymspm of this respeet would therefore also improve
V. D Ds. or collections e e

admitted as the losses were due to
RAILWAYS.
Trunk Telophone Sopys ilway.—
I CIVice.— The Associated Chambers, in i ime-tables: (1 I7. I, Reil
September, browght to the uttention: of s menibers corresponence Revision of railway m{'ef e Hast Tndinn Tailway.
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A request for ambey i
equest for {he Chamber’s views on fhe next revision of ),
2 on of the

Bengal and Assam Railway time-tabl s is at present before memberg
I s ailway ti ables is at pres:
whose suggestions have been invited. o " e
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/Delhi/Bombay.—

The whole matter is hej
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FINANCE.
Currency:
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a
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'e restricted supply
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g the quartey ending ¢
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The Commitlee decided o take up the matter with the
Tinance Department of the Government of India, and did so,
enumerating the many disadvantages attendant upon the adoption
of such u measure. 1t was pointed out that the inability of the
banks to continue to supply bronze coins lo their constituents
would have serious repercussions, not only on the large industrial
Tabour force in and aromnd Caleuti Dbut on {he country as a_whole,
26 the sreal mnjority of workers are puid on bases involving the
wse of large numbers of bronze coins of the smallest denomination.
1t was snggested that if the complete withdrawal of small bronze
eoins were contemplated.

1942.

it would be necessary for Government to
consider Tegalising payments {o the neavest half-nnna. of amounts
imolsing (he use of coins lower i value than that denomination.

Tn Government's reply it was stated that it had been impossible
o build np any reserve stocks owing to the unprecedented aim
on the Mmis occasioned Dby war conditions. Tt was  thought
fhat the temporary reduction in the output of bronze coins might
have fo be continued for some time, but it was nof considered
necessary to employ any legislative means a8 suggested by
the Clmber. CGovernment hoped that the public might devise
come means fo adjust themselves fo the temporary diffieulty, by
minimising {he nse of pice m payments fo labour, ete.

howed little sign of improvement ;
in fact. il became partieularly acule in Caleutta and gave rise to
cerious diffienlties i the payment of labour and in transport
rvices.  The Chamber again urged fhat Government, in
o Ttetion with (he Currency Office, the Reserve and other Banks.
Chonld take the promplest possible action o inerease the supply
of small coins in Caleatta and surrounding industrial areas, and {o
discournge the reported practice of hourding. A recent press
communique by the Government of Tndia has cxplained the present
position in full and the action heing taken on these lines.

Sales of share transfer stamps.—The Pengal Board
of Revenue directed the attention of the Chamber Committee fo
Rale 6A of the Tndian Stamp Rules, which provides ,”"“
“all stamps exceeding Rs. 50/- in value_ required for a single
“instrument shall be purchased direct trom the Treasury’”. Tt had
heen reported by (he Collector of Stamps Revenue, Calcutla, that
this rule wag being coniravened (o such an extent that there had not
been a single case in_the Caleutta Treasury of t}\e sale of share
transfor stamps of value exceeding Bs. 50/- during the last five
vears. The Collector of Stamp Revenue had ul§n reported that he
hind seen many share transfer deeds pasted with share transfer
stamps of lower denomination to make up ihe duty of far greater
value than Rs. 50 dor of these stamps could

The position subsequently

i
/- but the offending ven
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iy if the tieensed stamp vendors were not at all allowed 1o xell e stuups,

e were invladed in he category of " Impressed Stamps” otherwiso
o Adhosive” labels, thus murking thew Jieble to be impresscd b
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and

After giving careful consideration to the two alternatives, the
Committee - in conformity with their previous view—decided  in
favour of (he second, and recommended to Government that. it be

iven a trial.

Remittances to non-Empire countries: Approval
of the Resorve Bank of India.—-A press communiqué issued
by the Government of Tndia early in January advised finns (hat the
engagement of foreign enginecrs or other employees required the
prior approval_of the Reserve Bank of Tndia i such employees
wished to remit from India or receive puyment of any portion of
fheir xalary in q non-Fpire enrrency.

The grauting of passport to foreigners lo come to India
does not by itsell entitle them, i they secure employment in India,
to remit any portion of their rupee =larics fo couniries ouiside the
storling area.

This regulation was brought to the attention of members in
cireular No. #40-1942.

INDUSTRIAL.

Payment of Wages Act, 1931 Sections 7(1) and
7(2)(6).~ The attention of the Chamber was drawn o the fact that
wnction from the Chief Inspector of Tactories for the opening by
} store from which lis labour might be
wpplied. and power to deduct from wages the value of goods
pirchased from the store by the Tabour, were conditional, among
othier things, on all expenses of the store heing hm-ng by the
cunployer — This position arose under the Payment of Wages Act,
1926, sections 7(1) and 7(2)(e), and it was presumably to prevent
unserupulons charges and profiteering on the part of the employer
1t this condition had heen laid down. Since increasing numbers
of employers were setting up arain stores as an A, R. P. measure
recommended by the Civil Defence Authorities, it appeared fo the
Clamber that {here was no real reason why an employer should
ve to meot (he cost of maintaining a store, the objeet of which
not to make a profit but to assist labonr. Tt was, therefore,
wested that an employer should, if he s desired, be allowed to

debit fhe store with  the

aneniployer of a gl

qctugl cost of operations; that the
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accounts of the store should be subj i
: subject to audit; and tha
{)lwﬁt bmmle shopld be earmarked for some special welfare L\]\]:L
the bencfit of the Tabour. The Chamber recommuended fo
e l;::ne:nlt,:ubi\ letter drawing attention to the then unsatisfactory
ion, that_the necessury permission should 1ot be withiu,
under section 7(2)(e) of the Paym a LS e oo
nder ¢ ayment of Wages Act, if th "
uhdertook to utilise any profit for the benefitof hbeur, LS

any

Govermuent’s reply indicat
cated that in the present

overnuient! 3 emergen
‘lxlll‘e);‘:ﬁﬂe‘cpllepql?dt to ucceplt the Chamber's recommendation. thc:s{
a yer might reasonably claim to debit tl; i
legitimate expenx:es of ing it, f stance. tomet oy
! s running it, for instance transport churae
Z‘l:lt:)ltuhe uul;m:‘ expenses of management of the store, IShO‘t]H“:‘f;

yer find it necessary to make y i
nplo; i Ty B use ol the concession
Governmont, were prepared o consider individual applications for
debing e s(lore with the actual cost of operations, supported by
u statemen of the cost whicl it was proposed to debit. There was
b destion, Government added, of allowing these stores fo be rom
jox brofit, so that the question of making the profit availuble for
ahour welfare did not arice, " o

_Nolhaes &.;.ée‘mmep. of Bengal subsequently issued a Notification
ot e Com, of the 15h Tune 1942 —aithorising the “supply
ot grain by factories in Bengal from grain-shops or stores operated
b e m“inell e'mfpl-““:es for their private use and at their will
i masimn of 5% of heie e a5 an amenity for which
“manngers of sueh fuctories”, | Y e made by the

The Indian Ty

! a rade Un
13](40%1 ‘Rte]co%;mtion of Trade

asked by the Govern
Bill under which it ‘:"e"t e
Unions Act, 1926, provision
registration” of trade uniof
vecognised trade union in tl,

1%13‘ (Amendment) Bill,
| rl'urmsA—r’]‘he Chamber was,
al for an opinion on the above
TOPOsT ine| 1 T
p lo:dt]‘n nc 1l|dEvI¥| the Indian Trade
Jor the *recognition” as well as the
ein‘n:\td {o preseribe the rights of a
correspondence, and interviews x;‘illor lnf e eons, eachange of
Senrespondence, u iews with the employer ¢ atter
Cympleyers Teleration of Toi, Tisier Taiin o Hiew, the
addressed Government on the 11 Tnl:" F!ﬂl)llf‘eey the
The Chamber is unallo 1 L as follows ==
for. compulsory  recognition by monotle, Bill in
pulsory’ 5 omplon 0 far as it attempt: vids
Bl T B, o f Db L, o o
herto heen—approached from
the Chamby

lo
e

The large induatri

nnanimons in their opini i t

into a ion of relntions Il‘)“(,‘-“ is basically sronys o imber represents are

of comp otiat ctween emplayer ‘g, 0 introduce. compulsion
ortume ind ood:will o by, gigar 5, € essentially: one

that mo more’ ing nne i i
e e
iegislation 3o bomad o g yine ro mes POBSCA by 1 Gy oe  Sclcted for
egilaion i boma o give e 1wt iyt (" CoNcrament of Todia. - Such
» Tabour relations fres frguy 1 OPOD when every endeasour
controversy. As (he Gov
v A overnment

also
the

E—
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of Tndia's lotter iteelf points o
Labour a ; b
L u, ‘sud siiesses tho  importanco of recogaition by employers in the epirit
e an in the letter. The Govermment of India also rofer to the findings
of the second con

which_reveals

ference of Labour Ministers, the officially published record of

v ihe Government of Bengal's own representativo. These,
hat in the matter of recoguition of trade unions, mechanical
e suclt as numbers in {be union, numbers in the cxccutive, regulsr meolings,
fallols raarding strikes and tho like—wero _unsuitable themselves; _that
i these criteria alone were to be the deciding factors, emplogers would almost
incvitably be required to recogniso and deal with unions totally unroprosentative
4 their workers and probably, nndesirable in ofher dircetions; and that recognition
% essentially @ mattor of goodwill which cannot bo cnsured by compulsion.

the reasons det
summarised, were t)

Whilo the above reflects the past and present attitude of omployers towards
compuisory and statutory recogmition, it is far from the case thet tho industrial
ebests scpresented by this Chamber have been inactivo in the matter. OB the

. ‘the question of the circumstances in which recognition may and should
be extended by omployers fo_respons
prolonged and progressive consideration dur
fo the Government of Bengal from the discussions 4 .
Tabour Muister duting 1640 and carlior, guidnoco on this quostion was jssued
Iy the Cliamber to cnployers of Jabour as long ago as 1038 in tho fomm of o
e of the. prineiples which, subject to modifications fo suit individual ‘cases,
shouls rn the recognition of trade unions by employers
Should be afforded by employers to unions so recognised.

ng (he past five years. As is known
hat took placo with the {hen

among their constitnents an cvel
Clamier considers that {his is the prop
that more rapid and morc lasting progros: 7
atiompling fo govern what must cssentially bo a largely porsonal and mutual
s Bhe artifcial method of legiclation. Tho Chamber trusts thersfore
T s ment of Bengal will oppose o draft Bill in favour of the perhaps
more indircet but certainly more effective methods now and for some time In

operation.

o will bo made in this way then

s yet been iniroduced in the

As no amending legislation has yet b d_in ¢
y is still under consideration

Legislature, the question presumabl
by Government.

The Workmen’s Compensation (Amendment) Bill,
1942, With the help of the Tndustrial Affairs Sub-Committee, the
Committee of the Chamber gave attention to the provisions of a Bill
prepared by the Government of India to amend the ‘Workmen’s
Compensation Act in certain directions. The Bill comprised two
amendments. The first of them related to section 5(c) of the Act
and was designed to clarify and specify_the method of calealating
for the purposes of the Act the monthly wages of o woﬂn;m
D ess than one month, where information regarding
the wages of workers in identical or su_mlnr occupations is not
e of Whle compliance with section 5(0). The Chamber

Nt printed-




when a resolution in the foll

1, Droviss 10 scclion 8Q1) of the Act where
an employer has paid_compensation in re

in death, thoro will bo dudneted from o oo
workman's death and re;
compensation for the inj
payment.

stated that thero is general ag,
{ho amounts payablo 1o & descane morkmsi

S

Government of Indin's d
o rafy
compromise {0 the attention -of

deductible from_ any

include this amen¢

introduced in the Cen

i

for workers in non-seasonal
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%)
took no ion to this particular draft d On th
remaining provisions of the Bill, the Chamber .
follows i— *

The necond draft amendment, of the Act preps

The ac t amendn prepared by the Governs i
jecks to give effect in principlo fo what was urged, W the. Ohambers
1 e Amsosiated Clambers of Commerce of Tndia’ai dhoir Tust aumusl mecing

lowing erms was unanimously adopled

This Association urges the Government of Indiy
) o :
e S, v e ¢ e, e
Act, 192, to permil of tho deduction of any amount puid s componsation
o & ekman prior to. his death from the amount of componsation
payable to lis dependants in respect of his death and also to provido. ht ang
Dayment of compensation made to an injured workman prior do- any sl
sottlement, may be taken into account and offset against the amonnt  of
:nz:g:n;%loﬂl ga_\'ﬂlble] to him \\'lllcn his cluim is finally settled as, under a
ccont High Court decision, it has boen b £

permissible under he Act o now sorded, ol that such doductions are ol

Tho Government of Tndia’s amendient proceeds, somewhat difforently, to add
by, if duritig the life-time of a workman,

ry which subsequently results

a o sum payable a5 compensation; on (e
paid fo the employer 5o much of the paid _as
b injty ss o not oxeced 4% of the death componraiion
en : h of India "this, relatively, follows the
Iractico of the United Kinglom legisiation whoro  corraspondinng Lump. s
ation must ot be loss than £200. Whilo there is admittedly a difference of
get industrial employers on this proposed amendment, it may be
it would be inadmissible {o pare dowit
5. The diff ini

fwice tho amount, preseribed for d
pensation has been yaid during the life-time
s dependants at death should bo
or B, 300 whichevor s ihe ligher
X tho principie on which tho
dment o basod, tho Chamber commends {hia
overnment for eympathotic consideration.

The draft Bil j 9
nbmv'°“m':cfyﬁ;{:n;gﬁgm:n?“mwgm of, the Assosiated Chambers rosolution quoted
il i is rocommended
o e kel "yt e o Aok i bo
pormaneny et Gl e 8, T, e e ot (gl o
the Chamber' il s jer” it s pro i
2t th posed to introduce. Indeed,
reommeniet byt Rutiss lini Ch,SMER o the wiple potion
b .
In this case also, i
180, N0 official amengj, islati
' ing I 3
2] Tegislature. g legislation hag yet been
Holidays with
opinion from the Guvclﬁi{r’lt_g}%’;;{v M%J he Chamber received for
of Tndia’ i 88 2 co
o et o ieactories (mendmant) iy, Govermment
foete i viow, namely (o) the seouring of pojia o T
factorieg and (b) gy v D
e provision of

i rker rived of their weekly
tory holidays for workers who are deprive: A
et under sub-section (1) of section 5 of the Factories Act,
by the insertion of a new section—49F .

strinl Affairs Sub-Committee, the

" i he Tndu:
After consulting the o the Governmeni, of Bengal in the

(Chamber Committee replied to
following terms :—

The Chamber has no objection to gmont but ol on the

ing that it is made clear hat it not X
ﬂfxﬁ.‘féﬂ,fﬁ hliday should be given with pay. To do 50 would involve an
mwarantable disorimination. beseon arkere it to_anch, compeir)
ys ithe large majority of worli a A o
Tﬁi;:ﬁ;‘on'cm.:"i:).m o tho proposed additional section 49T comes under the

o Clapter TVA entitled *Holidays with pey’

this Intter amendment but only on tho
it is not

iy — N
On the general question of holidaya with pay for ’mdustni“:v;":x;: s
ol i drait Till_provides for o minimun, b of even conseetive SO0
er year. The indusl com t
‘:anrlvj';:-;lytl:;?hw)u"ﬂvwxpfnv‘);umbly disposed towards tho principle of po‘:l’:}?y:ﬁom“uixnpﬁ{e,
they cannot, support the imposition of the system ot m‘num y ob gﬂmug“
form: “which the Tactories. (Amendment) Till, 1942, conemplates,, TBEL o0
foundness of the principle in ot in disputo, (he Chamber for Trstedn T
o eomitently. had o, discountenanco any legistative schome for hiCA¥s Fo ]
Toy and han smaintaind {hat tho evolution of much o sehemo Ut Bt 800
cmployers, individuall Tective ndia hovo
Tty “ipporiod that atitnde in the pasl on the grounds of ‘«‘ln‘]emﬁ.:x::“h e
impractical ity of the siatutory application of the principle of holidays i B
ol innstiial cstaptishments; and tho Chamber is ot awaro of 007 C 00
I Todinca ndustrin] cirewmatances, conditions of work or methods ot FERCHIT
hich miko o legislative scheme more feasible fodzy than wher Ge it "

Tt sonsidored by Government in consultation with employe )

) t, from villoges, romains

Tndurial Tabour in Tndia, drawn for tho most past from villgee, e
e ",."'V' serienltuntl Xt Jeno during which it s poasilo D{;ork tho worker
fo resumo his agrienitnral pursuits in his village and in
his contact with his home and family. The grap

o Turge majority of the labour
o0 n aanual Tomineration without
slation has in, view. - An gaivalent,

i i is already obtained by o
frequently a greater, inereasc in rumuncm.ur:n is 'lny c:r’nploycr, Gy o, in

i , employers Shout, # 1d
N e
et have imponcd upon hom tho bard and fast eqtiTE © T far jn
oy’ loliday prhmﬂf_n"" the Bill mow mnle Snutrilioed, couniries, In
advanco of eomresponding log , such
kY i man; -y i the question

b o Teve. moro. presing elairn fo stienioh (L 0 ey
ieness inrance, : ‘i won, Jerl
of holitage with pay, Torlenenl Xy iy monacod by fhe war o TesRnG
Tt fhan exiending tho smenities onjoyed 1Y TR f TIndia intend to

Tt is understood that fhe G‘iiiﬂ??fe"n‘e Gossion of the Central

d B e Sessior
introduce an amending bill during ¢ ot yot available.
i of the Dill are not ¥

TLiegislature but the terms

icti and rati lisation
e Mills  Association were
¢ Tndia on the question of

Jute mill industry:
of production.
addressed in June

Re
—The Indian
by the Government 0
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the action which mij
actio h might be tak i
of bringin rodu it st '
ne mngwuistl:‘en gwttlu:hon of jute within ]3;2‘5(21{ o the e
r?,nde by mills on rail t].fms;mte ti? e reions cheyg;ﬁe?lj]my ?
observed, wag unn‘b] o aope with e o © i
: 1 ! ay system, Gove
Prodoan s 1 ble to cope with the tra  of the cmert
wiion o the o, T ansport of the e
enquiries indicated f] the ot oo e o
ehagics Indic hat the total demand for el
oo e ;:; lnﬂr}ﬂ gﬂ‘ ttlﬂke was likely to_be in (H)e]lr]]te' TﬂfmufﬂCWRS
nth as opposed to present proz'llféfit‘)[;o“lt.'l‘glgd()éﬂ
of 90,000

tons.  There was, therefore n Goy s 0] the need for
a3
hevefor overnmen pinion th d I
E
of the reduced demand

% eeirior:
restriction of production to the level
Government, b
u i is obj

o e pinted out thit it was dosigble it every o

rottuced oupms of o e railways to help them i1‘1 t nponting e

Cin et ii: de manufactures.  One directi e e

wrentor enton’ A Ustry was nsing the trang grr—lt e b

reatiior ot ernment therefore suggested et}imu o e l}Oﬂ]

on tho e orth mlght _be seenred by n pro o]

mlst}'e-dlsmbution Lo « process of rationalisation

ve po i ;
power efficiency of different mills and in

- particular by con,

. W concentrati; i

public lectricity S“pp]:; ':it?fn mills supplied with power from
A 8.

Strong objecti
by the T bjections to thege Ppropos:
1 v al
b cmmb:} g)\l.te Mills Associatir:m 1:]]:wgere made fo Government
miode, T support to the 1rel;resen£a?31 e ?Td LA
ions which had been

The Cha
" amber
Teonsideration by giyey 1o e O
L e WL e
fe tprepared in thi%. i: ,ll:l ?5::‘:
: ( oy seheme which woll
5 : Ozemmem‘s propam]e war, the Chamber was
 Dion o & hey were i1 0wt = wonld result in such a
N, the best interests of Tndia or

The effect;
would cither pom 20 160
r result in ¢ o i
st i) t’:ﬁfﬁ"@;‘ o o ITopOre, i was observo.
inke 5 et Wine the i1 vaniiics o rave e
eXporting interan, i R0 TE5er fhe scheme, or would
¥ manufacturing and

and the cconomy of y B¢ m
i 08t ser
¥ of the Drovines. serions effeets on the cultivators

uction in

Regarding
supplied rmm“p“}fﬁi

Proposals for gonoang
sources,

rati -
ng production on mills

¢ electricit;
y :
in
Vestigations made by the

{hat 2 the transport situation in the
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Chamber showed that the su

ving in coal and on the wagon
ustry wonld bo ins

req\liremeﬂ‘.# of the indu ignificant and would in
fuct, be inconvenient to the railway administrations, while on the
other hand it eould mot but result in o financial and ceconomic
upheaval within the industry, with the most serious repercussions
on the employment of labour. on industrial peace, and on the
cconomic welil-heing of important sections of the agricultural and

industrial population.

Tn the Chamber’s opinion, the real remedy was to concentrate
on increasing the facilities available for transport of jute
manufactures from Caleutta by sea and to abandon any question of a
further restriction of output of a commodity which was sufficient
to meet the essential requirements of consuming markets in the
prosecution of the war effort.

On re-considerntion of the position, the Government of India
agreed not to pursuc their proposals in the form in which they were
originally put forward but to Jeave the industry to fulfil certain
asenrances given by the Jute Mills Association which would result
in reduced consumption of coal and demands on the internal
frangport system, without for the time being affecting the total

ontpnt of manufactured goods.

to the Association, however,
foture can never be foretold
with any degree of certainty, matters cannot be left entirely as they
are. They have asked, therefore, that the Association should draw
un a scheme for the compulsory concentration in those mills having
the highest motive  power efficiency ; the scheme to be held in
readiness for quick enforcement if and when a grave emergency
should arise involving the need for its adoption.

Government have made it known

eiving stndy at the hands of & special Sub-

The matter is rec k
Committee of the Tndian Jute Mills Association.
Development of the Pbasket making industry.—In
cirenlar No. 4-1943 of the 6{h January members were asked to
submit any views they might have on certain suggestions x:nnde by
the Government of India with the obicet of encouraging  the
produetion of substitntes for wooden packing cases. sz was s\}g{;estcd
that hamhoo or cane baskets might serve as effective substifutes.
but hefore taking any steps to encourage that industry it would be
necessary to collect information on the following points :—

() the articles for the packing of which bamboo or cane
baskets can replace wooden packing cases;
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(i?) the improvements required in such

baskets ang the

availability of the additional raw materials needed f
or

carrying out such improvements ;

(it) the extent of the basket-making
Provinces: the extent to which
on a factory seale; the loc:
detailed information

) . -
(iv) “‘;)Ii]({gg?i];:fso];kldylLol bef experienced in increasing the
vaskets from the point of vi
((Z; ;;\Eq[:y (;f ruwf materials, (D) psupply ofwlivﬁouif
ginisation of production, and (d) iy 1t und
markeling of the product; and the oo L0 m0d
o remove these diflﬁcnl‘t‘ices,. 1 the mensursszequied
Comments angd
communicated to Gover;

ing in@usbry in the
o it ‘fs l}emg carried on,
ation of the industry gng
about the factories, if anyy- :xg

suggestions  from s
iy members  have been
Civil Defenc
©: Industri i i

Unis . 3 rial Adviso
lner(lflo;l}l;egl;:{rma|1511|p of the Director of Civli']yD(e)z;nc]:“é?J;n_
for plll"pg;e‘ Onf small Tndustrial Advisory Committee was formed
e, ccnsideredenxfle]zmg ‘co-ordilnntion in all passive defence
indushrinl ‘oaag essary for industrial unitg in the Calcutta

h of advising G
impopy @ of a ¢ Governmen
Portance in the protection of such units, o oy matters of

sas(l{[cd'"iw; ﬁi:;f‘li)llnr No. 94-1942 to submit, to the

Mr. J. H. Burder
urder, V t of the Chamber, and

Chairma Vice-Presiden
cher':a:n%[{ the Tastern India Commitfee of the TEmployers
member of the Industrial Advisory

Members were
Chamber particular,
necessary,

Indi
Commiton dia, served ag 5

Ttilisatio: ‘ i
o Conmell o4 o ©s bave heen published under the

auspices of
Sorvaried by the Chamber 1o e, ™! Tdustril

One note referr 0 Members with ;; e, s
ed To g bers with
mamufioture of  suhot RS Which g bo i intereets

L A substitute f

of wh e for corks 5 ; ¢
e ey b almost consed g Jo ' ied products, the import
v tmed of the nameg of those Dresent conditions, The Board

in th

; slcbeme. members whe expressed interest

. Notifieation was also rogeie.s -

s o quartedy o Teceived in Ay, .

conpim info":; m’zg\umm of Scionif, c@‘:‘t::dﬂ};t the Council would

Rotes on new i 1 Ativities of fhe (o otrial Research’’

B Tial processs o e Council, non-technical
and industrial developmeng, * Information bearing on
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MUNICIPAL.

Corporation of Calcutta: Licensed Warehouse and
Fire Brigade Act: Proposed tax on fire insurance
companies.——The Chamber was furnished with a copy of the
resolutions adopted by the Caleutta Corporation at a special meeting
held in March to comsider the recommendations of the Budget
Special Committee. Among the recommendations which the
Corporation forwarded to Government for consideration was the
following :—

(4)6). That tho Provincinl Government be approached for introducing a Bill
in the Legiclature for amending tho Licensed Warchouse and Tire Brigado Ack
of 1693 to tho cffcet that in caso tho receipts in the Liconsed Warehouso Fund aro
mt sufficiont, to meot half of 4ho Corporation contribution to the Firo Brigado,
the deficit will bo mado up by Government.

() That in tho opinion of tho Committeo a tex should bo lovied on tho firo
insurance companics and the necessary action be taken in the matter.

The Chamber informed the Buropean Group in the Bengal
Legislature and the European Group in the Corporation that the
Committee viewed with concern the resolution referring to fire
insurance companies, and in consultation wzt]) the Gn]cut_tu
Insurance Association put forward grounds on which to oppose it.

General Municipal Election in 1948.—The Chamber
was informed that o statement by the Chief Executive Officer to
the Calcutta Corporation af a meeting of that body held in March
concerned the question of a general municipal election, which was
due ab the end of March 1943, If there were to be an election
then it would be necessary for the Tlection Department to prepare
new electoral rolls. Tt was felt by the Chicf Executive Officer that
owing to the number of people who had left the city, the possibility
of further Rt and the ci generally, the
preparation of new electoral rolls at that time would be far from
satisfactory.

Tt has beon laid down that a new electoral roll must be prepared
every three years—or less should the local Government so rule—
from the dafe of re-publication of the last eIec,tpm] roll.  Unless
the rule were modified the Corporation had no option but to consider
preparing a new roll. In addition to the amount of work Tequired,
the fon involves heavy expenditure, and the Chief Iixecutive
Officer desired a ruling from the Corporation as to "zhlether-
the Flection Department should set to work immediately or
whether Goovernment should be asked to postpone the preparation
of a new electoral roll until a more suitable time.

The Chamber Commit
timo to expend time and ™
representatives in the Corpora
in the Corporation and was ac

tee agreed that it was not a suiLmblg
oney on such work and advised their
tion accordingly. This view prevailed
cepted by Government.

T
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MISCELLANEOTUS.

Recognised Provident F
tocognis unds:  Letters
};g(?]éfflﬁtg?\" i&yﬂ:ﬂdert of deceased members'tei;;ms *
. 1 vas asked by & member for an expressi ion
regarding the legal position of trust o, o e
; stees of provident fi
:}1( resspa(ulymguﬁs in accordance with letiers of nominu;?osnwgo
mg mefu 3 v{m of the deceased. In the present circumsta.nces—y
fodtise, ?l s;uted—u: appeared that nominations in the case of o
brovile Ch:;b :rve::aprobfbéy 1Evalid and ineffective. If this were
; the s asked what procedure should by i
f;tt;l;mgfﬂfo tizﬁu;ﬁsztutmy effect in the case of prgv?(;l:gegu;g
t as are secur i
holders under section 89 of the lusui‘al.ncl:ay Altfte aslsgugncehpokcy
s 3 as

&

Soggested i‘;:}:‘;ﬁe thed v licable to the latter might be made
. gard to claims due from recognised provident funds.
For the .

ur i ;

fc erpzse roof C]l:rlfyl?g the legality of this question, with
o askg(}; foa.c to Government, the legal advisers of the
Bonete e ¥ an opinion, which is summarised below :—

neficiarics of Government, serv .

the Indian Provi servants and/or cmpl i

0o ot on deai smeed ool XIX of 1025 applion hese beacr, boiles o wlich
o prodco a eucession certiteate, ot bave io pay’ death Quiz, nor if momite,
£0% Spplicable o any provident fun

a view to a I
Chamber we

Although it s possib
1038, to rominaty Tobie, by reason of scction 30 of thy
being cou. in relation to policies of | e Insurance Act IV of
: ‘pelied o pay death duty, providens fu.:ﬂ"dc';ﬁ;‘t:nﬁ‘,, tho boncfcioric nct
here s in o o to meet the burden.

Departmont of e g Bl @ fair caso for
taken but the distipe, of India; bot) to the Finance
i e Ao Liscor Goverunony scrvanss, “onuioned sbovo can be
ould 1 urged b el on o ipenny iy o e e which
"y provident funds ‘and persons oo ey HIOYEES O s having
out e policies.

Although the ro i
*Presentat;
Jould_refnge, beeasieo such o fasi, 0. it mig
oty and thero i s agge ittt
25 being marg e
- o polcics, il
_ Althongh then, we Lavo ing;, §

ight woll bo that Gove
ernment
?ﬂdh Lo schomes dirceted to_avoid
ot fonts I guch times, Government
rominef, Mteration of the law to
et e e ons have been made.

without due considerat iggest that the m, S o0 which we

ooy the mat considor a representation

not 3
o8 meniong B 7hich ehould be undertakon

vious paragraph.
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The Chamber Committee have informed the Associated
Chambers of Commerce of India—who have also had the matter
under consideration—that they are in favour of a case being
submitted to the Central Board of Revenue on the lines indicated

above.

Indian Stores Department: Conditions of Contract:
Contractor’s responsibility for goods in- transit
under £. 0. r. contracts.—Previous Reports have referred to the
representations which have been made to the Supply Department
with regard to clause 18 of the Indian Stores Department Condi-
tions of Contract. The clause is contrary to the usual commercial
practice, since the basis of supply is f.o.7. contractors’ workshops
or nearest goods sidings, and legal ownersbip of the goods passes
to the purchaser when the wagons in which they are loaded leave
the contractors’ hands. C , therefore, cannot be held
responsible for any loss or damage in iransit not due to their own
neglizence.  But if they accept clause 18 of the Tndian Store-
Depurtment  Conditions of ~Contract they must imeur  this
responsibility. ~Government, however, will not agree to the
deletion or modification of the clause, and while admitting that
the legal position under the Sale of Goods Act, 1930 is such as
absolves the contractor under an f.o.r. contract from liability for
loss in transit, contend that a contractor can ““contract out’’ of the
provisions of the Act and that such *‘contracting out” is provided for
in clause 18. Tt has been pointed out with regard to this contention
that there is nothing to prevent a contractor from refusing to
contract out-of the Sale of Goods Act, if the terms become too
onerous.  All the representations which have been made were solely
(o find u way in which Government could obtain assurance in regard
o the security of goods in transit without foreing contractors into
the position of having to refuse to accept any responsibility
whatsoever, and it is to be regretted that Government are not
prepared to adjust their attitude.

Tt is not considered that furtber xep s will be of
advantage and the Indian Tngineering Association, with whom the
Chamber is keeping in touch, have now decided to take legal advice
on the drafting of suitable clauses to be substituted for clause 18
of the Indian Stores Department Conditions of Contract, with the
Sbjest of absolving coniractors from liability for any damage of
loss on goods in transit under f.0.r. contracts, except where such
damage or loss is covered by insurance or is attributable to their

own negligence or default.

of books by Government Cost
The Chamber Committee had before them
exchanged between the Paint Supply

Examination
Accounts 'Officers.—
copies of correspondence
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F()‘«brl:‘nffl (L\vﬁ; Tmergency) and the Direelorule-General of S i
b; Go\'c‘i’u 0 prul:csed examination of contractors’ b;ol\" 0[“1’1!])' t
o Goven I:?L?:’" l()(;;bs :?;.;c")lunbs Oﬂicfers and the passiblchxu]ol?:}/vo(x)xm:y%
o p usis ic cense y g :
baint and its constituents or \I«]n'i(i'::’lvi\gsppl) Poputment oot fo
T i afler 0
aso p:\st (;gﬁt};l‘,(lilc& .I{Lcl carefully considering all uspeots of
Tnonsay, Cpuad | Y the Panel (o contest the adoption of {l o
Direclom’(e-ch‘n(c‘i(] to support the Panel and addressed ‘(Ll“:
P \vnnl;I‘I l:)l Sul_yply expressing tho hope that n“‘
Sprangomont would bo possble which would. preservy (i il v
e Supply l)ep‘(\\-tm\(u)u:musjz'llb]o relations existing bolween it uln:vfl
o 8 : - The position, which fhe Director
JG)ZBQ.:?[I,,Zfl Suply b wintained, is i 1y ;zh“»l\‘v]']\,;s ?E‘cﬁc P
Depar ider the Delence of Indi o exumi als
and s contsioy ey uccurgicngy].m]m Rules to examine accounts

Paymen i
Gl e oy Lo o o iz,
Chanaber Ins j bee avour of the discontinuance of the
{”_“S 1‘1?].3:5?;\?;‘1: .;{no.ngst Caleulty firms of p:tyinA:ﬁ::al(iyl]‘:‘l(.,:,’,’::
which had heen (wl’Z;) (:::(]-I(*lflfl yc(x; s el o fe ‘;“‘l’l:
el bed 1l achieve this end. T, ajori s
i ill bo remembered, wore willing to co-opente ot ey
necessary} i;‘:nfl or peon, and for those who found the su( Ist ':Hﬁmé’
o [;;L.\'u;]cni,s‘i“s (:.‘;ﬁ?[ﬁ.m(]“(‘lm' when dealing with fimg hwal'\:
oo 8, the sume method might be adopled in
"The Chamber, in i
) c , in pursuing (]
ecently boen succcsstul s
tho Bongal Nagpr R
Railway to give i
by post or
stamped receipty u;mé

his matter in January 1948, has
e :\d]mg the Tast Indian Railway,
At o 1. and the Bengal & Assn
|  system of sonding crossed cheques
_ g the firmg
Tois ot s payment is received,
s hoped that tho public )
) hat 4 generally i i i
i-gfﬁl‘l‘)tls ;“mdl;c fitno oot “m x‘etu:l:)l ’\ul] co-operate in sending
palhvays o bo {or:ed 10 withdray (Ixn‘gxlnm el ot e
P b its Xper: al ar
successful appenl for ), sberation will form the basis for
Departments genam]ly.m adoption of {he system by cGlg:;::nfgéulz

With regmd {o 1 acli
anticipation of Py, Tt of
yemr’s report, from whie

£ oblain:
thin subjec:b‘?mmg stamped receipts in

4s also reforred to in last

H U ich it i
in-the main in favou Ho b will be yecay
! wour of 4 called that s wer
sompuny in the momborgliy, (;"[b’i‘]:gméllnem of the ;;:(:(’;‘Lll)ccgs “one
hS, ;. , .

s procedure bym;‘]be" raised an objection

ey

erned fo send -
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Jad been a long standing one in certain Government Dopariments,
mare especially in view of the fa al. there Iad never been any
enses of failure to pay. The intention of the Chamber, however,
is to oppose any extension of the practice fo Government
Departwents or other authorities who Tave not hitherio followed it.

Commercial litigation: Arbitration—Indian Sale
of Goods .Act.—The Associated Chambers of Commerce of India
requested (he views of the Chamber on q suggestion of the Karachi
Chamber thal a confribution be made towards the cost of an appeal
to Privy Council against the decision ol the Punjab High Court
on o case i which it had been held that, because the coniract in
question had been rescinded or frusd ated, the parties were debarred
from recourse to the arbitration provisions of the contract.

The Commitico of the Chamber did not consider that the issue
involved was of sufficient genoral importance o the_commercial
commumily fo justify utilising the funds of the Chamber in
aupporting such an appeal, and suggested a more simple and
economical method of avoiding sueh decisions in the fatare, namely
fhat of amending the form of contrach o provide for continuance
of recomse {0 the arbilration elanse.

Jute Futures Enquiry by Professor J. A. Todd.—
The Special Officer (Tule) to the Government of Tengal asked the
Chamber {o sabmit commenis on Professor Todd’s Teport on the
Warking of the Jute and essian Tulures Market in  Caleutta,
eh/Deeember 1941,

The Chamber referred the matter to ihe specinl  Committec
appointed last year to consider this question.  This Committee
ingludes representatives of all the ‘“Tute” Associations connected
with (he Chamber and theso latter unanimously adhered to the
view oxprossod through (he Chunber in 1941, namely that the
whole question of jute futures chould be left in abeyance until aftev
the war.

All-India Radio: Commercial bulletins.—Mention
was made in {he 1941 Report of the reference received from the
Associnded Chambers in connection with {he periodic brondeasting
of commereial bullelins, an innovation which was Deing considered
by All-Tndin Radio. Faving consulled  the commercial and
industrinl Associations conneeted with it, the Chamber subsequently
informed {the Associaied Chambers that fthe view of the majority
of these interests, and of the Chamber Committeo, was that little
real value and perhaps some harm wm.xld.lve Tikely to result from
the. adoption of e proposal fhn periodie short falks shiomd be
broadeast by All-Tndia Radio on cnm!v011x|vy prices, cconomic trends
and . cconomic survoys.  Substantially {he _sunc_ view was
communicated to All-India Tadio by the Associated Chambers,
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Power Alcohol Conference: Recommendations.—
The recommendations made by the Power Aleohol Conference
convened by the Government of Tndia, Department of Commerce, on
the 21st July 1942, were communicated to the Chamber at the end
of September. An inati of the r dati was
requested from the point of view of their adequacy for the purpose
of bringing industrialists into the field of production of power
aleohol and rectified spirit for use as motor fuel.

The views and
Chambers of C

rs in the Associat
d to Government.

of the Chamlb
have been i

Quinguennial Report of the Calcutta TUniversity
Appointments and Information Board.—During October
members of the Chamber received a copy of the Quinquennial
Report of the Caleutty University Appointments and Information
Board for the years 1987-49.

§ The Chamber Committee
Pl

, in offering to the University
on the i

and progressive t of the
Bowd’s activities, commended to the Board the desirability of
maintaining the high standard of selection and service which had
been evidenced in the period under review.

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore.—On the
iy, of s term of office Mr. C. D. Priestley (Imperial
Clngm]cnl Industries (India) Litd., Bombay) was re-clected, by a
majority of votes, as the representative of the Associated Chambers
on_the Court of the Tndinn Science Tnstitute for the years 1943-47.

Bengal Sugar Mills ‘Association.
offices at No. 7, Wellesley Place. (i
with the object of o

engal sugar mills,
questions concerning
as may be of special §

—This Association with
l aleutta, has recently been formed
cting as an_ organisation representative of the
employing the vacuum pan process, in all
their welfare and in particular such matters
nterest to sugar mills situated in the province.

The Chamber was invited to Iy, t inti
. N . 1 C af any
time for information concerning ﬂ\g] Zﬁvgm? i:(ﬁ\é:;og:eg:ngqnlﬁm

The late H. Haywo

- o 0d, C.LE.—The news of the
o of M L. M. Hrywood on the T14h Aeeeh g was received
T e Committce of the Chamber ity very deep regret.
Mr. Haywood joined the staff of the Bengal Chamber in 1896 and
became Secretary in 1907, in which capacity he served for l:wenh‘
yeurs. o was pwarded the o.1n. in Togg for services performed
wing the war and immedinte pory. A f i
retitement from Tndia he k:: e periods.  Afterhis

k :
Tnternational Ten Committee i, 1sagpnn§'$a§.{;°“'§'“”shm of the

September 1940, shed that post in
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FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS.

. in
Chamber.—The reduction in the capital of the Chamber i
2 ts to Rs. 87,191-14-1.
1942 amounts to o s

ree deficit -.-
Bengal Chamber of Commerce deficit e 15

yal Exchange deficit o T8
o .. Rs. 8719114 1

Deduction

. ves for 1941 were i—
The corresponding figures for 19 Re. BLEOT 8 0
747710 6

Rs. 89,075 8 3

r it ...
Bengal Chamber of Commerce defici

Royal Exchange deficit

Deduction

42 are s
The Tncome and Expenditure for 1941 and 19

follows :— v
Income :— 1941 19(::5
72,825 75,5
Members’ subscriptions Rs. e asonet
Monthly contributions e ,32,857 s
Arbitration fees » o000 pyn
Certificates of Origin . PR
received, 1ess
Interest and yent receive -
paid for taxes, repairs and 007 081
electric charges - R - g
Strike Certificate fees 4] ”
Depreciation on furniture and 110
i i back ”
fittings written I~ .
Profiy on re-valuation of mwsil . 3879
o T o768 897,002
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EBapenditure :—
Dstablishment—

(@) Current

(b) Pensions ...
Printing and Stanoncly
Dcpracnnon
Sundries
Legal charges
Prices current
Contribution to Prov vident Tund
Reserve for Income-tax  on

Chamber Revenue
TLoss on re- vmhmhon of invest-

ments

Deficit

Royal Exchange.—The deficit for
against the deﬁcnt of Rs. 7,477-10-6 for 1941,

fees
Subseriptions

Sale of Telephone T:cket Boaks

xpenditure .—
Rent
Contribution to Clmmbe
Establishment i
%est'\umnt License
0oks and Newspaper:
Sundries ? p :

Deficit

D C.-FAIRBAIRN,
Sccmmry

Caleutta, 12t February 1943,

1941 1949
Rs. 256,575 810,669
» o 42,804 34,498
» o 16,134 15,401
o 1T,667 21,002
. 21,059 30,631
» o 8,399 62 it
. 232
W21l 2, 034
., 20,000 81,350
» 2,020
Rs. 407,421 476,425
,  BLE9S 79,363
Rs. 8,75,828 397062
1942 is Rs. 7,820-15
" 50 7
25,461
525
26,058
» 18,800 12,000
s 6,000 6,000
. 8069 8,576
N 100 100
s 1,587 1,403
» 5173 5,808
Re. 34679 83,887
w TAT8 7,820
Rs. 275& Eg,bss
R.R. HADDOW,
President.

()
CHAMBER RULINGS.
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Agent—should return discount on insurance to constituents ...
Broker—general liability
Cargo—ship in position to give notice of reudmess for outward
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Holidays—as to the fixing of
Insurance—discount on, to be returned by agent to canshtuents
Inward Treight—definition of v
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Lay-days count under certain conditions while vessel is in the
stream .
Liability (general) Brokere
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Shipment at Diamond Harbour—to be deemed and accepte
as Calcutta shipment
ters
Steamers’ Lay-days under Coal Charf
Bundays and Charter-Party Holldnys in relation bo msrcunule
Working days of the Port - B
contracts
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CHAMBER RULINGS.
1
When two-thirds of a ship’s in
hirds p’s inward frei
l:::er:etnedhone-t_hlrd in Calcutta, it was heldr(cl:%lt)t“i‘r::: }Ziuyat{Ie n‘|
nt “the freight collected in Calcutta’’. ard fregh'
2
o . .
dags ‘h‘lz]rzo l:]enlfg Eglthmg to the contrary in the Charter-Party, 1
dage il o while a vessel is in the stream, provided she o reaty
? fo work, and boats can lie alongsid S e
o safely. gside and deal with cargo
I
tho 1oy if?ﬁ?ni;:tlﬂs at a Custom House before 12 noon on, sa;
bt Slzl\g-gg{csl.cox?tmence 24 hours after notice of ;em‘]);j
on'the Snorring of the Er; after 12 noon then lay-days commence

Notice of readi
iness Dbefore i r
Custom House is not a ]71'0[)(3:c nLn(}Zi{‘I entry of o vessel at the

NoTE = This ruli
ore :—This ruling docs not apply to coal charters.
8

An agent she
\g! ould return i .
allowed on insurance, to his constituents any discounts

4
“Running days’
exclugD g days” means every day without exception or
“Worki 1
orking days” exclude Sundays, Christmas Day, Good

Friday and such
gazetted public holi
Bengal Chamber of Commlz:cc‘zglﬁg]di:&?;; as may be declared by the

ber I‘l}:‘;i;:r gharter Parties and Shipping Orders.
.. Weather working days" : o y
il v g days’ : Th i
v rl L ;; Zﬁsﬁlmm‘ with the Co][eccocr Sg xg::tf)tee Odf ke vt
PPN © considered a weather working d:;s‘ cide what ey
. a vessel goes on demu '
Note :—Holidays are now de ereg
the glnamber, as
Parties according

. , all time counts.
clared in December of cach year by

under Shipping 0. Ay
to téw custom Z[ u:‘:e;;rgnd ohareer

There is no custor
ab the jetti 1stom of the port whi
o jotties o shipment ncwrgingvggl;:}]\ewonld make warehousing
P custom of the port.

Bengal, dat
Julyglsesaszdu?% June 1886, which mmeogmﬂm Government of
dopat ot Budga mclqde within these limi, o force on the 10th
ige-Budge, it has become necen;;yt}é: ?ew petroleum
rame a rule of

s recognised by the Cham-
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pusiness which shall meet the special circumstances which bave
made this extension of the Port necessary.

The following rule, which has met with almost unanimous
support, is recommended by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber

of Commerce for general adoption :—

“Unless specified in the Charter-Party or Shipping Orders,
steamers or seiling vessels cannot demand of the consigoee to tako
delivery of, or fill up cargo, except within the limits of the Port,
a5 set forth in the Notification of the 18th August 1879 of the
Government of Bengal”.
7

So long as a ship is ready to take in the stipulated quantity of
cargo continuously, she is in position to give notice of being ready
for outward cargo, no matter if a ship had still & portion of her
inward cargo on board.

The Indian Maund only is nsed by the Customs authorities for

salt weighments. Tt weighs 823  lbs.

9
ond Harbour.—In cases where, for mutual
ts are made to put cargo on board vessels at
tween Caleutta and Diamond Harbour,
4 to be, and shall be accepted,

Shipments at Diam:
convenience arrangemen!
Diamond Harbour or bef
shipments so made ghall be deeme
as Calcutta Shipment.

[Nore. —This rule is not believed to
without express arrangem

10

Value of Jute Marks.—In a suit (No. 270 of 1892) tried by
Mr. Justice Travelyan on 18th January 1893, for damages ou
account of the non-acceptance of 1,000 bales jute a guestion of the
as raised—on this point the Judge said :—
ed on behalf of the plaintiffs that, if the bales
“were marked (mark givern) and contained jute cuttings
“of any class, they would be gumciellt to sfy the
“contract. This would be true if the expressiol —.—Jule
“cuttings marked (mark given) has no meaning in the
market. 1f on the other hand, it has any suck
“‘meaning then the plaintiffs must, under the terms of
“yection 118 of the Indian Contract Act, be taken as
“*guaranteeing that the goods supplied were what is
S mmercially known by that deseription.”

Section 113 of the Indian Contract Act, IX of 1872, is as under ;

113—When goo a certain denomination,
there is an implied warT such goods as are co -

be binding on the other side
ent to that effect.]

ds are sold as being of
anty that they are
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thercially known by that denomination, a
have bought by sample, or after inspectios

Laplanation.—But if the contract specifically states that the
yoods, though sold as of a certain denomination, are not warranteq
to be of that denomination, there is no implied warranty.

The Cq itt ds d, as the invariable custom of the
jute trade, that a certain mark cs ies with it, unless specifically
contracted for otherwise, a cerfain guarantee of quality wilh g
reasonuble divergence ruled by crop and period of delivery.

11

General liability of Brokers.—A referen
by the Indian Jute Manufactur
question of the liubility of Broke )"
their opinion a_broker is liable to his

lthough the bu;

yer ma
n of the bulk. v

ce having been made

Association ““on the general

the Comnittee replied—"In
incipals for q
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let-
0 Mted, when londing 18 comp
@ I];‘\fi:‘y‘"{nq;ly ol glex;?l?]" work be carried on after
ed

i
mid-day, a whole day shall be counted.
14

i ! hire
n freights, steamers
rachange for payment of occan T e ayablo
d l;g:fui{a’qtc.—-l\!l’] o/w:m freight and all steﬁmz;?cu]ﬂwdp“t e
i C‘l-ltLu shall, unless otherwise armn.',:cd. h (')Iv i Associak
m( ﬂfuwlrmrrc for demand drafts as certified i]ﬂ(‘} “Reval Dchange.
;?I q-riclc{."',ép Banks and posted at 11 A, in thy N
Exchange ' ) .
In the case of outward bills of I:\dxng.nh‘c] ;.v"lcll)seh"dﬂic)of hat
currc:t o the date of shiprent {md u;:gnlrl:f::‘n:(nc l{mtc‘s receipt for
i ere is more the 3 °

if he does not deliver identical contracts’,
12

Sundays and Chmlcr-l’arly Holida;

Contracts.—Goods falling due for delivery on Sunday oron a

Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday, must be delivered on the day

previous to the Sunday or the Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday,
as the case may be.

ys in relation to Mercantile

13

Steamers' Lay-days under Coal Charter—

1) A steamer’s lay-days commence at ¢ A.M. on the working
2y next following the day before 12 noon of which
uotice of readiness to load has been given. But notice
cannot be given until the vegsel is (a) entered outwards
at the Cuslom House, and (b) until she is within the
limits* of the Port as defined in the amended Notifica-
tion No. 18-Marine of 22nd January 1921 of the Gov-
etnment of Bengal )
*0n the North. A line drawn duo sns
the southern boundar,

ghly from o pillar at
o ] pany's
Chamical Worly o o e Dot ok

bnoofmy on the rigl illar on the left

Pﬁgnﬂu the river near Panihati iy the Diatrict of the 24
A line drawn from n masanry

¥ pillar placed at the moath of the

Todae Tudge il to'a il e right bank (Howrah side)
The limits of 4 river Hooghly houring 0rh-wost of the first named pillar.
mnch o e ion 5 LTt EINI 10 the ex g ey tho riser Hooghly (a) so
it g T TS R et O
Togdorporo Docke aud the adjoining s, MPrited in thy
s @) hat portion or Tlly'y N, Torke o
cntranco to the idderpore Dot Gyn
et of  lino drawn across the Nah )
the Patrolenm Depot, at Bodge Ty, i !
Pther orka appertaining o'y, | F° Peluding all Iy

On the South,

o
% belween Hnstings Bridge and the
Tolly's N i

ige, and ()
railway sidings and

v] ignment.
tonsidored as the date of shipment for the whole conslx,, etk
In the case of inward bills of ludingf et_l:]:"'r:_;:emuﬂglc'
curtent on the day on which payment of fr 15‘0 et
i ' teamers al "
the case of time chartered sf ; rute o e term
rurru].l‘)x 'E‘xlc L]C;‘c flay on which hire is payable according
of the Charter-Party. -
Demurrage which is paid in 50:Ic]l'||||g shall be
5.
at the rate of the day for demand bi N
In the case of claims on import cr:‘clfnin e
current on the day on which the stccn‘vcu er
claim is made, enters the port of Cal

alli n a day on
bove dates falling on "
hoe‘ 1';32 :]:nll be that current on the las

paid in rupees

rate shall be that
pect of which the

Tn the event of any
which no rate is posted ¢

provious date of posting. 5 i

. Usual dischargin

t Calcutta: Usu vt
.‘mec:fvisc(!‘mrging moorings' when use

Discharge of salt harging berths to those

Discharge of 515 eual ;
Yo *“Calcutta Moorings™

a Charter Party do
moorings known as the
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G
CONVERSION OF STERLING FREIGHT INTO
INDIAN CURRENCY.

The following Resoluti
ions were adopted at a Ge: Meeti
of the Chamber, held on the 17th Jmum:;/w;:g& feoting
Tha i '
verdo:nicn(t:eﬂe;ﬁl:tlons adopted, 31st May 1876, respecting
ot hereby‘ resc:ix:g:dc};‘ Olf tslterling freight and mmu?iscs‘i)::;
> ; 8 na i i
subsitted in ther send with Smmedinte ety o v

1. “That in the ab
sterling freight absence of any
A ; payable in Ca
adjusted in Cnlcnk%u, m;; Caleutta

stipulation to the cont
) P Ty,
o , including differences of freinlyn
Dasable ot Capeapye 0 & commission on sterling freight made
ot Tndian saeita o here brought into account. sfmll be red (ﬂ
o eyan “'hichys‘{)’\]]lle’:.n‘eh‘)f exchange for Bank Bills on Lox:‘dcsn

ool o (vhich sha have been current on the mail day nex
¢ the day when the amount {0 be denlt ith shall be cscerisinen
ascertained.

2. “That,
presscd, the wo‘rd’:‘txh?- absence of anything to the contrary
pressed,the words ‘wrent afe of exciange’ shall be hld o menn
or Bank Bills on Tondon payable on de SRR
) aya emand.”"
3. “That, for the porposes of ch

ing differences, freight expressed in dol

i i arging commission or adjust-
ed into sterling at a uniform rate

lars (American) shall be con-
of fifty pence per dollar.”

H. W. I. WOOD,
Secretary

SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION - CHARGES.

Revived aned adopted by o Specinl General Mecting of the Bengal Chamber of

Commerce held on the 96th February 1892, with efect from that date.

1 On the salo, purchaso or shipment of Ballion, Gold Dust,

or Coin . - 1 por cent.
On the purchaso (when in funds) or sale of Tuw silk, Sitk
picco-gonds, Opium, Ponels, Prociou Stanes or Jowollers o 2w

2 On the purchasing ditto when funds are provided by the
Agonts . - .-
4. On tho salo or purchase of all other goods, tho Commistion in

all cosos o o charged upon tho gross amoant of sales,

and in regard to purohaso npon both cost and.shargen e 8
5. On returns of consignmonts if made in produco

6. On roturns'of consignments if in Bills, Ballion, or Trensire

7. On acoepting Bills against consignments - .
5. On the salo or purchase of ships. factorics, houses, fande. and

all property of liko deseription -
0 On goods and treasuro consigned and all other property of
o agenoy for sale, whother ad-

any deseription referred t
. which shall aftorwards bo

vanced upon or otherwi
withdraven s and on gonds consigned for conditions! Acli-
vory to othora and so dclivered on invoice amount at

20, por rupee - 3 com.
10. On moking ndvances or procuring loans of mone
when the aggregate commission does not

for com-

mercial purchuses
oxceed 5 per cont .
11, On ordering or recoiving and deli
tho falfilment of contracts, of
\whero no othor commission is derived - -
12. On guarantecing Bills, Bonds of other ongagements aud o0
becoming socurity for administration of Patates, or to
Government for tho disbusoment of public money
13, On del eredere, or guarantecing the due realisation of anles
r Excoutors or Adminia-
o

. 2} per cent.
ring gonds or superintending
on tho shipment of goods,

14, On the mansgement of Fttes fo
trators - . .
15. On ohartering ships o engaging tonneg® for constituonts for
cossols to proceed to outports for loading -2
16. On advertising ot the Agents for Ownors or Commanders of
ships for cabin pussengers, on the amount 0f PASSAge MONeY.
Nther tho samo shall pasa theough the Agonts haiida

or not.
17. On procuring freight for a ship by
_ Charter, or on proourin
monthly hi
or Charterers of vosgel, upon
brokerage inolusive -

Shipping  Order of
g omplogment for o ship o0
"+ or noting as Agents for Owners Captains
the gross amount of froight
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- BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
18 On engaging Asintio Emigranta for & ship to the Mauritius,
+the Weot Indiex or elaowhore, upon the gross amount of
carnings . 5 per cont.
19. On engaging troops for a ehip to Great Britain or elsewhors, - 1
. artment --General,
on tho groes amount of passage money for rank and Secretarial Dep:
flo ... . w2, .
20 On realising inward froight, inward traop, omigeant, or cn -
pesinge monoy - . (1) Balance Sheet ns nt 8lst December 1942, .
21 On landing and ro-shipping goods from any vessel in dis.
trose, or on landing and selling by auction damaged goods s
from any such veenol, and noting as Agent for the Mastor (2) Revenue Account for the year ended 3lst December
on bohalf of all concorned—on the declared valuo of all “
such goods an may bo re.shippod, and on the et proce: da 1942
of all such goods as may ho publicly sold Wote s,
£ Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk or Pieso-goods Mt % .
. " ~ i ad. ...
16 Trensure, Precious Stonon or Jewellory .. § to 1 » Secretarial Department— Provident Fu :
22 On offeoting insurance whother on lives or property o 2w
23 On sottling insuranco cluims, losses and veragos of all olusses, (1) Balance Sheet as at 30th June 1942.
and on procuring returns of premium "
2. On draving, purchasing, melling or negotiting il of \ -
Bxchango v (2) Profit and Loss Account for the half-year ended 80th June
2. On debts or other claims whon a. procosa at law or arbitration 1042
incurred in olniming them . . " .
Or if recovered by such moann . b "
26 On Bills of Exclangs returned dishonoured v (8) Balance Sheet as at 81st December 1942.
27, On collecting house-rent, 2% .
2. Onahips’ disbursoments %
- .year ended 3lst
2. On realising Bottomry Honds or negotinting any loan on (4) Profit and Loss Account for the half-ye:
reepondentin, . - T

December 1942.
On granting lotters of Credit ...

. Y "
8L 0n mlo or purchase of Government, Seouritios anl Bunk o
other Joint Stock Shares and on overy oxchango or transfer,
nob by purchase, from ono clasn to anothor ... w b
32 On delivaring up Govornmont Seourities and Bank or othor -
Joint Stock Shares on the market valgy . - b |
3. On A‘" amounts dobited and oredited withiy the yoar (los the
Driance brought forward) wpon whigh ng commission arrount-
118105 por cent. has boon chargod . i

@™ Brokerage when paid is (o b separately charged.

8. E J OLARKE,
Secretary.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF

(SECRETARIAL

Incorporated as a Company under section 26

‘BALANCE SHEET as

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

DEPARTMENT).
of the Indian Companies Act, 1882.

at 81st December 1942.

OAPITAL AND LIABILITIES. ke, (anl P Re lal P PROPERTY AND ASSETS. Re. [As| P Re fas|e.
CapizaL, Accous: Laxp No. 2, CLavs STRRRT, AT COST Baro2 | 8
Briance ot 1ot Jamuaryf1042 .. . 780150 | 4|10 Rovas Bxcianon BUILDING AT COST 602006 | 12| 9
Less—Deficit from Revenne Acoonnt ... | 79,362 (12| 8 Less_Depresiation o dato azanc1 |12 | 0
- ess— ato . e |12
S boonsr |8 v |2es,004 [ 15
o Pursirons axp FITTIRGS AT Cost T 31sT
Lens—Royal Exchange defioit . 5 Drcpamen 1041 - |122480
—[po2058 | 6| 8 Additions during tho yoar at cost | 100
Propsion von Taxiauon—
41 42 .
., H Deduet Sulo procesds
| s | 6| 0
Lianttanizs—
—Dopresintion to dat ..
foro . Less—Deprecintion to date . wl o
~“Provident Fund Contribotion . 5
Fublintion - Lintary AND PIOTURES AT COST
tionery 2
Eleeul Fans, Lighi Lifts ofo g de Less—Dopreciation to dato wl o
ety Charges
Audit il o Sraxpanp Wrtamzs, MBASuRos A TR
Il;;vd(i n_g:s " ol o APPLIANOES AT COST
hiafle (rcoreralle
Yriming " HEA Less—Depreciation to date A R S
Sundries e I Eusernio v Savimary
- 3]0 g oo 120007 81 0
o —|—| os07| 6 0
run FiNaxce— Less—Dapreciation to date Lueser| S L9 0t
Deposita for Acbitration easos ... | asost| 8| o Am_Coxpimiosmye Prav AT 008t 10 81T\ o, 1y | g | g
Bengal Flood Relief Fand Droznse 1041 '
| swlofo . N 1068 | 10| 0
Tax Deduction Afe Srafi Additions during the year at cost o
Tncome Tax. 530 2 0 25189 | 10| 0
Fost Oficn Savings Depmsic. 7 3 ols| 4
3au6 | 6| o J Less—Deprocintion to dato i Ml Ml
Crlutt Hydrani res
gency Deposit soction Bover- ai00| ol o Now Royal Exchango Restaurant at cost ... | - 0401 1o
Roysl E: ' .
yol Exchange Deficit T N Less—Dopreciation to date -~ | a2 u 0]
| —|— 08,28
Carried over — Carried over
v f | - 800300 L
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CALCUTT
(SECRETARIAL, DEPARTMENT).
Incorporated as a Company under scction 26 fo the Indian Companics Act 1882,
BALANCE SHEET s ot 31st December 1942.
Roe. |ae|P.| Re [as|p, Re. |[As P
Browght forward .o | . | .o | . 0300 | 2] o Brought forward 1
Devzs DUE 7o CHAMEET: (UNSEOURED)—
oneidered good ... | woa| 8 0
Duo by Royal Exchango, Contribution,
ont and expenses .
[ 54570 7] 0
‘ Avvances ] ]| o000 6] 3
IsvESTMENTS 15 GOVERNMENT SECURITIES AT
| i MARKET VALUATION—
} | Re. 63,000/- 3% Loan 1963/65 @ Re. 950-0 | 60777 | 121 0
| “ ) Ro. 80,000/- 4% Loon 1960/10 @ ,, 11020 | 88,100 | 0| 0
| i ) e, 50,000]- 6% Loan 104565 @ » 108:14:0 | 64457 | 8| 0] o 4}
Interest accrued on Investments 2,68| 0| 0
Unused Stamps in hand as| 4| s
Cash with Tmperial Bank of India 01| 3( 0
| Cash, with Imporil Bank of Indin, Benga!
Tlood Reliof Fand .| sl ofo
i - | ogus| 0] 7
Cash in hand 2 I (P I
\
Torar Re. S N
K’ 3,60300 | 2| 2 Torar Re.
[ I
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(124 ) LCUTTA.
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CA
(Beonmraias D 81at Decomber 1942,
REVENUE ACCOUNT for the yoar ended 815t De o] e wl e
s [ss P | R
¥ INCOME.
EXPENDITURE. Rs. |As.) P | P o 75525 | 0.0
ish o By Members' Subseriptions
T omioy o 0 Monthly Contributions from the Assac.
o - . 0 n ? tions rocogoised DY | ||
 Eleotr . Lifts and Pumps the Clamber - |
" Snchuding conr of purrent and wpekeen ' 13880 | 15| 0 g oo enstrors
g Reaoived for e o of ighis nid ) Lo do Tiggned Mooy ar000| 0| 0
: 5 0 . s000| 0| 0
" tion on Duildimg . - Qo Royal Exchange .. | G
N on Standard_ Weights, Mea. " o ket
Sures and Tead npy lince: o do. Tndinn T | ool of o
. Do ¥ Gondinaning Pt oo apusion Bourd | 21,
w Do on Paniiture and Fitimgs ten Lieon
Do anNow Togal Tachgo R L e do. Indin T K| 0| o
" ) 2002 | 81 6 3 .
. I 1250 [ 0| 0 o d0, Calentta Linors ol o
» Contribution co Provident Tund 20034 | 2| 0 v Do de: Conference 12,000 boazoa | 8] 0
» Printing Reports 2024 14| 0 —
» 7 Do.” General . B
Less—Sundry Receipts 36988 | 0
Charges Genoral w0 | ] o ¥ » Arbitragion Jrees ... co | 0f 0
5> Peity Charges Tl g . Tees for Cortificates of Origin g sl ol 0
7 Stamps .. b 3
» Tologoms. e ,, Tees for striko Certificatos | 2| 0
> Book-Bindin 303 X
1» Govornment Gazotté, ote. 20| 1 0 Interest on Investmonts and other Sourcos
1 Audit Feo . i "
T g T Troome Tox i . Rent of No, 2, Clive Streot— sl ol o
: : E 1 12,
Siationory 20 { Royal Bxchungo ... | o] o
" Teleghono Chargos ulo Liconsed Mensurors® Departient B oo
I+ Publications : 3,000
Sommerel By s & HE s Bl &0 wo| ol o] Lol
» Subsoription to Associnted Chambers of i Bristal Hotol  ..v B _—|—| 2600
ommoreo of Indin. . . - s00| 0] 0 { sem8| 8| 0
»» Logal Charges .. 256 | 21 0 JUR I [y %
» PP:;‘;VE‘:iénfo“rgnxnﬁnn .. 31,3;5 1(1) 8 1 Profit on rovaluation of Investments ot | 12| 8
" urront - . ) 5 | " ) . JON (OO g %
» Box undor, Bengal” Finanoo” ot 1035, w0l ol o ; Defiit. for tho yenr Curried to Capital
T s - B . " -
| . fp00o2 | 14| 8
Torar, RS -
Toran Re. ... - ooozs2 | 141 8

We bog to report that wo have

Bengal Chamber of Co

information and_ explanatios
Shoet in properly drawn up o s

of tho Departmenta affairs accordiny

tions given to us, nnd as chown by
. The Balance Shect and Reve
Licensed Measurors’ Departmont.

Oaronrra,
The 11th February 1943, }

merco, Sceretarial Department ns at 3lat December, 1042,
and Revontio Account for tho year ended on thet dute.

ms wo havo reg

udited the foregoing Balance Skeet of the

We have obtnined all tho
ed and in our opinion such Bulance
to oxhibita true and correct

ew of tho stato
g 1o tho best. of onr information and the explona-

the books of the Departmont i
nue Account do not include the Accounts of tho [

LOVELOCR & LEWES, 1 ]
Chartered 1ccountunts,

Auditors.
Registored dccountunts, |

L H BURN. op
R. R HADDOW, ? 3. GLADSTONE,

the
resident. OFARLANE, Bfembers of
et by A paann o Committee.
o IlU"UE';- adent, KB MEKRIOTT,

Tico-President.

EALING,
K. W MEALING,
@. 1. MORTON,
I, C. TAIRBAIRN

g Secretary.
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BENGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERGE, PROVIDENT FUND.
BALANCE SHEET as at 80t Juno 1942,
LIABILITIES. R as| P | Re. [aa|p ASSETS. s (ds|P| Re [aa|P.
Carrnas, Accouz— OursraxrNGs—
Subscriptions to S11241 . Ro. 146,399 11 2 Amount due by Chamber  — | z)wf o
o4z ., 12810 8 0 § Do. by St | 10| o0fo0
» LB8160 1 2
Lea—Refundod o 145010 5 Intercst on Investmonts accrued | am{ul 7
e A Incomo Tax on Investmont income - sf2lo
Tnterest on th:cnpunn to
. 8214 3 3 Rotgnd Bromium on Membora Tnsuraneo |||
Proportion of Lew for hnl[ 452 3| 7
year ended 40.6-42 w6671
»o 67,62712 2 MEMDERS INSURANCE INVESTMENT e | 23387 7| 0O
Less—Refunded o 601 2 0
Gr0; 10| 2 INVESTMENTS—
u hib16s & o 7 Dfneo Bonds 1046 for e, 52,00 ot
w o 12,810 6 0 markot value 52910 01 0
Tt Bovds 194052 for R 33000
. Py, 1,567,975 11 9 3% Dofence o
Lt“—?eﬁ‘mdtdl”(ﬁ 9 0 at market valuo o 32938 | 2
orfeited 140 3
H h Bridge Loan 1956-66 for
_“. LTz o He 15,600/ ntlmgnrketvnlna 8788 | 0 0
Interest on Contributi T (668 15 | o
neribations B Debentures 1006-70
10 31124 . 6821 12 34, Ragoon Municipal Do
Proprionof Lo for hnll sz 5 for Ks. 19,000/- at pr vah | 19000] 0f o
e ended 30.6 4% Mymomsing Binirab Doar Rls. Dobor:
5 for R.s 20, OUOIv at market of o
Less—Refunded . 8 vnlne ~ | 20,400
) T e % Ciloutss, Municipd Dobuntares for
Fl)zfailuh\ﬂd?»ﬂ " 3,03412 5 Rs. 6,500/ at market value - 6524 6| 0
o= Retundea o W4 . 4% Onloutta Port Trust Debonturea for 0
In;cﬁuc o Fortits to R 28,500/- at market valu 2,266 | 0
Proportion of Loss for hnli noo e 4% Loan 196070 for Ba LELIOO o | st ] o] o
year ended 30.6.42 " M1 s market valu o (1,66
T 5% Loan 1945-55 for Rs. 27,600]- ot market
Less—Refunded n e \ value - o L TR LA PPN Y
D @ 9n InterRaL Bank or Inpia - a3z |13 3
Coried over ... 1430807 | 10| 7 Carriodovor — we | e | | 31672 ) 7100
_— T o Coiedonr
“No quotation available for 347, Rangoon Manioipal Dobentures 1966-76

~
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COMMERCE, PROVIDENT FUND.
as at 30th June 1042.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF
BALANCE SHERT

Rs. |as| V.| Re |as|p.
B |As|| Rs |ad|P.
; i Bronght forward o L L2 7 00
Bronght forward .. (430,807 | 10 [ 7
CAPITAT, SusPENSES—- UNratD BALANOES— .
Subsoriptions to 31-12 470 0 0 [
Tntorest on Subsoriptions to
3112:32 - 267
Contributions to 31-12:32.. ,, 20 0 0
Interest _on Contributions
to 31.12:32 2068
—— |33
e e 70
Sundry Creditors R (R R I 5 0|0
|
y
ez | 710
Torar RS - !
Torat R . | I ETRCY e T -

o Lxamined and found correot.
. LOVELOUK & LEWES,
The 28th October 1942, } Chartered Accountants, }Almmnn»,
Registered Accountants,

R : e |



(180 )
BENGAL CHAMBER Of
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT

Ter

oot | s, g
oo Re [ [
To Exrrxane
Nens | 060 enfsls
»» Lowa on revaluntion of Seourities .. | 2010 &z 6| o
N
Toran ks, . o7 1_1_5"
NE
Cusoorm, Foxamiued und fonnd corrany,
The 9800 October 1942, | FovRLnT k LmvEs, ]
| Ohartered Accountants. | Managere.

Registered dceountante, |

R e

181 )

COMMERCE, PROVIDENT FUND.

for the half year cnded 3uth June, 1942.

sy Tutorest
. Forfioturo

., Deficit onrried  tn Unpital

Proportion of Loss on Subs

oriptions ...

Do, on Contributions

Do, on Forfsits

Torar Rs.

Peranntage.

1695

035

160
179

R, MAOFARLANE,

Re |As[P.| Re [as | P

6834

>

M| 3| 0

6460 7| 1
a2l 30
i

4
e LT ] 7 s

| [T || 5

s ) rast
B b LAGDEN, | Trustees.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF
BALANCE SHEET

LIABILITIES,

GariTaL, Accoust—
Suberiptions to,
0-6.4; 1,5
\ulncnp'mns from
0 311242

Less—Refunded

Inlcrest o \\uln

Pr'np.n}.an of Pro.
o for it yonr
onded 31-12.4

Less—Refunded

Contributions  to
30-6-42

Contribution fra
1.7 to 3112-

Less—Refunded

Interest on Contri:
butions to 30

Proportion o T,
At for ar
ended 311235

66744 4 5

Ltss—Refunded

———— 65503 4 3

Carried o

036 G 9
—— e 1HTH6 12 O

156,627 15 0

169851 11 ©
2036 6 9

2 56950 7

2
_Tess1s 8

(unm 910
o

—— G674 0 8

13223 12 0

979312 §

1236 0 2

ver 46480 18 17

Re. fAs|P.] Re |as|T

£

18y

COMMERCE, PROVIDENT i?UXD.
as at 31st December 1948,

l
|

ASSETLS. Re. fas B Re [ae
OUTSTANDING—
Amount due by Chamber ... il
do by Staft 2| 0
Iuterest on Tnvestments acorued s |10 3
Incomo Tax on Investment inovme s 2] 0
—|— 6
Members Insurance Investmient 61,288 | 4
ISvESTMENT—
3% Defence Bonds 104G for Re. 52,010
(@ market vahue a2 8|0
3% Loun 1049-52 for Rs. 33,000
@ watket valuo 33,023 12| 0
3% Loan 1963.65 for R: ', 000
@ murket v w2 8| o
3¢5 Howmn, Duidge Lonn M50 65 for
19,600 @ market value ... [ 10012 [ 0| 0
*547 Ravgoon Muvipad Dabentures 10
for Rs. 19,000 @ par 19,000 0| 0
4 Mymevsingh Blairab Bazar kv,
Dibentares 1955 or it 20,000
@ market e 2030 [ 0] 0
a7 Celentta Municiyt Debentures for
500 @ markot valuo w4l o
47 Caloutta Port Trust Deloutures for
Rs. 10,500 @ market valu of o
4% Loan 1960-70 for Rs 167,100
@ warkot, value 173,006 | 6| 0
5% Loan 104555 for Rs. 27,600
% @ merket valuo 50049 | 8 "
Imperial Bank of India 2
Carried over . . v e 160,203 | 11

*No quotation available for 3% Rangoon Munisipal Debeutares 1966-70.
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' COMMERCE, PROVIDENT FUND.
BENGAL CHAMBER OF as at 31st December 1942,
BALANOE SHEET i Re. {Ax|P.] Re |As|P.
Be o aor| Re (ae|P| e [t |p o
Brought forward o e R R Lt R
Brought forward ... 4,64844 14 11
Re & r
Forfeita to30.042 3019 § 3 3
Lots—Refunded 57 3 §
—— 22 4 7
Interest.on Forfeits
030642 .. 483 911 ’
Proportion of Pro-
6t for half year
ondod 31-1242... 157 12 4
)
Less—Refunded 10 1 4
——— 631 411
e |tosus8 | 5| 5
CAPITAL S0SPENSE—UNPAID BaLAxcES— .
Subseriptions to 3112.32 .. Re. 470 0 o
Interest on Subsoriptions to
31232 267
Contributions to 311232 ... , 210 o o
Interest on Contributions to
3123 . 288
—_ 1413 8
7 —| — 60,153 | 5] 8
Sonorr Cnepizons 50| 6] 0
rramiE
Torar. Ra.
L O O v TR Y R MACTARLANE, }m,,m
I | i L R. B. LAGDEN,
Examined and found corroat,
Chrourma, ]
LOVELOCK & LEWES,
The 11th February 1943, Ohartered Accountants, | Manugers. '
Registered Accountants, [




{ 186 )
BENGAL CHAMBER OF
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT

Peroontage. | Rs. | s P.| Re. {an|P,

To Exrrysrs OO RS U5 X (R (ool () w7l 8

. Surplus carried to Capital

Proportion of Profit on Sub

aeriptions . {2030 158
Do, on Contributions | 2520 X 12| 8
Do,  on Forfeits 01 15712 4

e 4606 | ——— |——]

ToraL. Re,

1003 | 7| 4

Yoiu |

xamined and found correet,

LOVELOCK & LEWES,
Chartered Accountants, |Menagere.
Registered Accountants,

The 11th February 1943,

CavLovrra, }

—W_

(281 )
COMMERCE, PROVIDENT FUND.
for the half -year ended 31st December 1942.

., Profit on revaluation of Securities... | 2921

Torar Rs. .| 4649

I —

R. B LAGDEN,

.| Re. p| re lanle
caor| 0| 4

By Tnterent L rres
na3j4| o

... | 18,003

4

R. MACFARLANE }Trullzu.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR

Mg,

President : -

- J. H. BURDER, T

. Mesirs. Jardine Skinner & Co.

VicB-Prt;&ident H
!

Mg. X, W. Meang,

Messrs.: Andrew Yule & Co., Td.

Mombers :

Bm Harry Bury,
Tmperial Chemical Industries (India), La.

Mr. T, 8. GrADSTONE,

1942-48°'

Mebsrs. Gillanlders Arbuthnot & Co.
Mz F. C. Govime, |

Messrs, James Finlay & Co., Ld.

THE Hon'pre MR R. R Happow,

Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzic &

\In R. B. Lacoey, 0,5.x. ,iMC.,

Messrs. ) McLeod & Co., Ld.

Mz. R. MACRARLANE, |
The (ﬂluk&led Bank of India, Australia & China. .

Sm Grorge Morrow, i0.5.5:,

Mo,
Messrs, Bn-d & Co and l" w.

Co.

Heilgers & Co.

i
i
|
|
i

(189 )
SUNDRY REFERENCES.

A. R. P.: Camouflage.
American Technical Mission.
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1941.
Cargoes in Enemy Ships : Investigations in Occupied Territories.
Caleutta Tramways Strike. '
Defence Savings : Industrial Workers.
Despatch of Defence Department Stores from the Calcutta Area.
Defence of India Rules : Protection of Glass.
Enquiry into the Consumption of Jute Goods in India.
Grow More Food Campaign.
Indian T tax : Resid of Tea C

Indian Merchant Shipping (Additional Life Saving Appliances)
No. 2 Rules, 1942

Import Trade Control: Importation from Canada of infant and
invalid foods.

Karachi Port Trust: Remission of Storage Charges on “Cargo
landed ex Ships diverted to Karachi.

Loco Coal Contracts for the year 1942-43.

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 1941.

Office Bearers and Peons : Prevention of their leaving Caleutte.
Requisitioning of Launches.

Realisation of Surcharge on Forward Sales of English Piece-goods.

Virtual closure of the Port of Calcutta : Railing of Cargo fo west
coast for shipment,
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BENGAL- CHAMBER OF- COMMERCE.
Li1orNsep MEASURERS DEPEATMENT.

RovaL EXCHANGE,

Caleutta,  February 1943,
To

" TrE PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE,
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

GENTLEMEN,

‘We have the honour to submit our report on the working of
the Licensed Medsurers Department for the year which ended on
the 81st December 1942, and to ask you to be so good as-to appoint
@ new Committee of Management of the Department for the year
1943, Mr. L. W. Balcombe of Messrs. Turner Morrison & Co.,
Ld., continued as our Chairman throughout the year 1942, the
other members of the Committee being Mr. J. Aitken of Messrs.
James Finlay & Co., Ltd.,—Mr. L. H. Fleming of Messrs. Thomas
Duff & Co., Ld.,—Mr. A. H. Ford of Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie
& Co., Mr. G. A. Hogg of Messrs. George Henderson & Co., Ltd.,
—Mr. E. Lyne of Mesars. Hoare Miller & Co., Litd., and Mr. T. L.
Swales of Messrs. Ralli Brothers Ltd.

The audited Revenue and Profit & Loss Accounts, together
with the Balance Sheet as at the close
of the financial year, 8lst December
The income of the Department under
showing differences compared with previous year

Finance,

1842, are issued herewith.
the main heads,
is as follows :—

Measurements show a decrease of Rs. 14,182/5/. We'ghments
aleo show a decrease of Rs. 4,848/10/6 and Sundry charges o
decrease of Rs. 1,875/3/- while Fees chow an inereace of s, 126 6/-.
T}»]e net decrease therefore is 28,679/12/6. Expenditur.e for the
year equals Rs. 7,34,107/9/11 which is o decrease of Rs. 6,439/1/2
over the year 1941. Revenue for the Year equals Rs 7"22’ 327/8/-
@ decrease of Rs. 28679/12/6. The Revenue and Bomenditure
Account for the year show a loss of Rs, 11,780/1/11. *

|
|
1

e

HORE N

Interest ori Securities amounts to - Rs:- 22,934/12/-." ‘After
deducting Rs. 11,780/1/11, being loss on Revenue and Expenditure
Account and Rs. 615/- for depreciation on Departmental transport
theré remains a balance of Rs. 10,539/10/1. To this balance when
gdded a sum of Rs. 6,720/5/- being return of Capital amount with
profit from V. T. Griffiths’ Fund Account and Rs. 472/12/- being
refund of Income Tax due there remains a total of Rs. 17,782/11/1,
which.sum has been credited to Capital Account as being net profit
for the year 1942.

‘Holding at 31st Dro, 1941,

Holding at 31st Dee. 1942,

L Mark Market
GENERAL AccouNT. Faco Valua® | A2tEet | Faco Value, | ~Yhiee!
Re. AR Re ar Re m.i Re. o
Twenty Shares in the Imperial
WAkt Tudin (Partly paid) | 2,500 0 0 25000 84000
i i ve nk
es in the Reserve B,"“ 5000 000 .
n oo 23 3%,
X 0026
1,00,000 0 0 1
10,000 0 0

Holding at 30th June 1941, | Holding st 30th June 1942.

SECURITIES.

Market
Value,

ProvipeT FoND ACOOUNT. Face Value. Faco Value,

Marbet
Value.

Re.

Calentta Munioipal Dehontures ...
Calguttn Port Trust. Debentures ..
Tombav Municital Delontures

Defence Ron
Rovernment of Tndix Loan 19

ar

9.03312 0
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©."% The deedints of the Provident Fund of the Department cloged - A'nét decrease occurs of 5,82,027 packages: measured over the
‘28 on 30th’ June 1942 showed a surplus of Rs. 27,386/13/6 equivalent . ’ figores  for  1941. [The  principal
" to Rs. 1/15/-%.  The assets amounted to Rs. 14,61,671/3/ on the ° 2 Working.of. tho Deportment . . *‘ecreases” occurred in Slllm?ries,
80th June 1942 as against Rs. 17,39,989/10/7 at the same date in Mesaureinent. .. Gurinies, -Jute,. Cotton, : Hemp." and
"1_941. The Trustees of the Fund were our Chairman Mr. L. W. ‘Wool. The increases occurred in Tea, Bag Cargo and Shellac—a
Balcombe and Mr. J. Aitken.

tabulated statement js shewn herewith.

The Sortax on rates of 30%, which had been in force sinco the Totalfor | Tutalfor | St aor | __I,,,,A,,,‘_,AM,» Decrense.
1t of July 1941 was increased, (owing T T vear 19407 yenr 1041 | year 192
Rates & Charges. to the tinved and i ing _ —
shrinkage in the revenue, and consequently in the reserves of the Phes. 1769904 ‘ 15,86,035
Department) to 50% as from the Ist of July 1942. This increage we : 1‘5}:?;‘}
of surtax had received your sanction on submission by us of the ) I
facts and figures. N - "
.- The War has affected the working of the Department to & " a0 2008
very marked degree; not only owing fo greatly reduced tonnage { Byrisbables M 30?32 13,760 e
* using the Port, but also to the recent great red; ) ing I ) sl 1,445 2|. 64761
almost to cessation, in “Tight Work”. 1t is estimated that during | B DN | asmess | oseass| 200w |
the year 46°4% of the total work undertaken by the Department U e ,, 59,24,758 | 64,02,001 58,\9,734'
"was can;ed out at night, for which double fees are charged. This Decrense = 5,82,027. -+ L |
means therefore, that 63'1% of the total revenue of the Department N i ighed shows the large L
was camed ab might. Trom this it will bo roalized thot o great The following scatemenfd ;fre';::ie: l‘fai,ssda packages. The
- - . reduction in Night Work is very painfully reflected in reduced Weighment, principal - decreases being, in Bag
o 1o revenue. We would here emphasize that the basic rates charged . e Barth and dv The only
by the Department are identical with those in force in 1683 when Cargo, Jute, § i ﬂh ;l-“u i
the Department was founded. Should Departmental revenue and increase occurred in Shellac.
reserve shink further, the question of increasing the basie rates Totalfor | Totabfor | Tl 06| erense, | Decreaser
may have to be considered. The Capital Account as at the end yf,',',]: 030, [ yene 1043 your 1042,
of thie yedr stood at Rs. 6,18,418/- which figure, however, includes !
the ‘sim of l?s.'?,614,300/- nvested in Rangoon Municipal Tioan D 11‘:0_3412' 780887 | 581901 v -
1966-76, 0 that considered as  reserve to be drawn upon in case Jute 24083 R i
of meed the Departmental Capital Account, from g practical point Tobeo [
of view, must bo taken as Rs. 8,57.11/.. iy Department has Qoo 3
l{een conducted on the most economical lines with notable reduc: Qunnien .-
tions of Stn{_f and of other formg of expenditure. You have our
assurance that the financial position of the Department has our 5
constant and careful attention, " ; s
. [T Tareon | 9338238

Decrease = 11,35,833.
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The average measurements of Jute, Jute Cuttings and-Rejec.
tions -exported from ° various Press-
houses are shewn hereunder, to

- ) the
with figures for the preceding six years. L

Jite Averogo Meosurements.

Smasos. .
Total balen | Avernge Largest Sminlient
July—June. measured, | TeATRe | AYERED of nvemnge of &
o o Prees,

Ft. In. |Ft. In |Ft. In

19351936 ... | 39,81,056 | 53 409 [ 55 217 |50 538
1936-1937 w0 | 47,96,767 | 52 951 | 54 2:38 [ 49 659
1937-1938 ... | 84,07,287 | 52 3:06 | 53 681 |49 607
1938-1939 o | 86,54,810 | 51 377 | 54 37348 264
1939-1940 o | 27,84127 | 51 1047 | 55 266 | 48 1042

.July to Dec. 1940... | 503,077 | 52 641 [ 54 721 |50 415
Calendar year 1941 | 17,37,611 | 52 1134 | 55 771 So 1043

» w1932 [ 1475227 |54 282 (59 117[51 557

1?,11& -dctive strength of the Staff since 1935-36 is here revealed
together with a deta‘led statement of
the Staff as at 81st December 1942.

Year

sur.

July-June.
1935-36
1936-37
193738 ..
1938-39
1930-40
Calendar Year 1941
2 ”» 1942

December 1942 consisted of 1 Superin-
9 Assistant Superintendents
1 Head Office Manager
calewrights and

The Staff as on 3lst
tendent (Mr. G. C. Gee Smyth),
(Mr. B. Perry and Mr. S. J. Warwick),
(Mr. F. W. Kendal), 71 Measuring Officers, 8 §

7 Probationers.

The members of the Stafl released for Active Seryice are as

follons :—1 Assistant Superintendent (Lieut.-Commander J.B.F.

Henfrey, RIN.R.), and 22 Measuring Officers.

To the Medical Officers of the Department, Dr. W. E.
Tetherstonhaugh and Tt.-Col. Shorten,
s, (Retd) we have to extend our
have discharged their duties
der review.

Medical Officers.

thanks for the manner in which they
to the Measuring Stafl during the year un

Dr. 8. N. Ghose and Dr. S. K. Ghose, by their care of the

Indian Staff bave also merited our thanks.

We are,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servants,

T,. W. BALCOMBE, Chairman.
J. AITREN,

L. H. FLEMING,

A. H. Forp, Members.
G. A. Hogo,

E. Lane,

T, L. SWALES,




ROYAL EXCHANGE, CALCUTTA.

Report of the Committce for the year ended
31st December 1942,

THE PRESTDENT AND CodrrTEE

BENGAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE.
GENTLEMEN,
We have the honour to submit

provisions of rule 7 of the Rules of
on the working of the Txch

in accordance with the
the Royal Exchange, o report
ange for the past year.

As @ measure of DPaper economy,
ar{nnal report of the Royal Exchan e;
withy the omission of th followin.
however can be g
at the Bxchang

we have decided to issue the
i this year in its present form,
: ing oppendices copies of which
upplied to or inspected b i o

! s Yy any inter
o Fention 1 et j : :usted member

*(1) List of members as on 315t December 1942.

@) Royal Bxchange ; Rules and Bye-laws

As alread ‘ i
'y announced—in Circular N
r No.
gentlemen have been elected to form th, %
for the year 1943.44 1 o

5-R.E—the following
mmittee of Management
The Presi
¢ President of the Bengal Chamber of Commere 1
. rce ex-officio.
The Vice-President of the B,

N enga )
comofichs. ngal Chamber of Commerce

MR. R. ARARIE (Merchant),
Messrs, B. N, Elias & Co., La,

¢ 147

Mz. E. C. A, Mizes (Exchange Broker);
Mescrs. Thos. Seth Apear & Co.

Mr. C. H. Heap (Stock Broker),
Messts. Place, Siddons & Gough.

Mg, V. W, Murray (Freight Broker),
Messts. Blacker & Co.

Mg, W. T. C. Parxer (Banker),
Lloyds Bank Ld.

Mg. R. W. Proauer (Merchant),
Messts. Plummer Bros. & Co.

AlR. J, L. Ruravey J(Produce Broker),
Messts. Landale & Morgan.

Turing the vear under review one firm and one individual
member resigned, one firm closed down whilst the death of an
individual member is to be recorded. At the end of the year there
were upon the Tixchange Membership TRegister 110 firms and §

individual members.

The BExct ant, which re-opened under new
management and on a revised and enlarged scale as from the 3rd
November 1941, has been well patronised during the year by the
staffs of member firms of the Exchange, the Bengal Chamber of
of the organisations connected with the Chamber.

Commerce and,
Tt continues to provide a useful amenity to the business community
under conditions of severe petrol rationing. Owing to the increased
cost of food and service, we have felt justified in sanctioning two
successive increases of four annas in the Tuncheon charges, the first
with cffect from the 5th January 1942 and the second from 1st
Tebruary 1943, The current charges are Rs. 2 for an “office Tunch™
and Rs. 2/8/- for the full menu.

We submit o balance sheet and revenue account for the year
ended the Slst December 1942, audited by Messrs. Loveloclk &
Lewes, Auditors of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. {The revenue
account again shows a deficit of Rs. 7,829 on the year’s working.
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This amount has been transferred to the Bengal Cl\umber of { - o o o w e °
Commerce contribution account, 2 a e o - = o 3
The comparative ﬁgures of income and espenditure in 1941 = - ERd
and 1942 are given below :— P = ] g
1941 1942 > s 2 = 2
k. ke, < H o o = N
Income— ‘ iogs ;I S
Subso 20,644 | i = | a
Entrance Ifees - K

H
Ezpenditure i H 5
Rent . &
Contribution to Chamber “ 3
Ectablishmont. . 2 £
Books aud Newspapers Z 3% 2 & 3
Telophane sube ,.,.mm 16 enle of Tickots £ 23 = €
Tiokets for mn = e 2 =
: i =

AxD
Lewu—Deprecinti

R. R. HADDOW,

|
|
|
|
|

<
>
I
=)
<
[}
=
51
=}
)
Zz
<
=
o
"

OUTSTANDINGE—

Defiait transferred to Chumbar

o
=
S
=
H
<
@
S
g
=

Ei] - |
| % o
26,695
Difforense botwween deficits for 1941 and 19 ’ I M
R
We are, Gentlemen, " a
- . = -
Your obedient servants, < % &
R. R. HaDDOW, President. g = |z
. > <
J. H. BurbEr, Vice-President. =S e
K. Amaxme _

D. L. Dicrsox

C. H. HEspe

V. W. Mourpay Members.
W. T. C. Parxer

R. W. Prosver

J. L. Roraven

Tovar, Ra,

‘DG Fampawy, ]
Sacrciarz

LIABILITS
Catcures, 16th Fehruary 19,

~GALC\7TTA, 12th February 1943,

SuNDRY CrEpimons—
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. . . ROYAL L. CHANGE, CALCUTTA.
: § B REVENUR ACCOUNT for the yoar ended 31st Decembor, 1942.
EXPENDITURE, P-‘ INCOVE: . RS
. 0| o0
To Moxriiny  Coxturoery Ty Sumsenrioxs of o
Cuamunie or Covp: 0 . Admiesion Teos
» Dooks Axp Newsearkns 6 , Bengal Chamber of Comamerce, ?«muihutitrr . o] 78200 1] 5
Sttty 0
w Prastivg . 0
I . 0
n Taxoruie Faxs, Lionts & Lirs 0
 Bstanusuayr °
w Rixr - 0
» Tiokers ., 0
i Trrermony Cirrors
Less—Sule of Tickets 0
R T |
» RESTAURANT Licesse - i
» Drereciatioy oy Tonsirone .. -
Torat Rs. wlw|8sn02) 1] 8 i
ToraL R, - FAIRDAIKN, i
Y o Py R. R ll“‘lﬁ‘,\;:dem. Secretary,
Careurra, LOVELOCK & LI
02 iy, | }
. !
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