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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

~Phc Annual General }..feeling of t]JC Bengal Chamber of 

Commerce was held at the Royal 2, Clive Street, 
Calcutta, on the 2Gih February at 3 o'clock r.ur. 
'J'I1e Ilon. l\Tr. R Haddow, Presirlenl of the Chamber, occupied 
the clntir. 

'l'he following were present : -

Mn. 1. A. CrL~mr 

I-T. G. G. ]\L\CKAY 

F. 
11. } 

Sm nrwnG!l. ManToN, o.n.~/.c. } 

lVfn. 

lQ. ,J. ]\.fCJNTOSR 

H. B.omn 

G. D. FommSTEn 

, 1.'. GoDLEY 

R. 
A. 

, J-1. V\'oon 

Messrs. Anderson, H'Tight d'; Go. 

, DarNJ d: Co. 

Bcgg Dunlop tf; Co., Ld. 

, Benaal Telephone Co., 
Lrl. 

'l'hc Bri'lish lm:ulai,cd Cables, Ld. 

Calcutta Tramways Co., Lrl. 
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1\In. J\L S. OnuNDilR 

H. F. 8TAOKARD 

F. F. M. Ji'JlRGUSON 

Sm HonEwr UARRJO'l'r 

J\Jn. J.J. Squnm 

H. A. LunE 

Xmr. Bnonm 

Sm J-Lmnx BtmN 

R. M. :1\:IonmsoN 

.1. B. }L\RPER 

S. J. N'AWE 

J. \V. Roc:-sToN 

" G. J. GATI.DNilR 
E. H. GROVE 
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Messrs. S. C. Clwndcr J; Co. 

'l'he Commercial 

Thomas DH!f & Co., Ld, 

:} , Duncan B'/'OI.hcrs tC Co., 
Ld. 

Tlw Dunlop Rubber Co. 

lEast. Indian Railway. 

Messrs. A. TF. F'iggis ·&:Co. 

James Finlay tC· Co., Ld. 

Oi/landers 
Co. 

W. Haworth (:{; Co. 

:::} , loo,J Jmw, Ld. 

... ) J"nlhw 8/,i""" ,, Co. 

: ) 
,Jessop<[ Co., Ld. 

[(rttlc1tcl/, B1dlen & Co., 
'Ld. 

Mn R. B. STEWART 

D. W. LoNoAm 

.T. J •. HU'l'IIVEN 

A. H. C. HosTRoN 

. T. Onn 

A. R. 
A. I\. 

. J~s. STEWART 

R. R. I.JAGDF.X' O.B.E.' 

D. D. STOR.nAR 

\V. ,J. 8AVAGR 

ll. HAYWOOD 

L. H. SHARPE 

\V . • T. YouNm 
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Lrmda/e <(;Clark, Ld. 

!.andale J; Morgan . 

The La/.~.T 'l'reatm~nts, Ld. 

Messrs. Lovcloeh &: !,ewes . 

JamM J.ulce ,(; Sons. 

l 
:·: } Macneill&: Co. 

:::} A.M. Moir ,~Co. 

McGregor & Balfour, Ld . 

McDrod & Co., Ld. 

":} D. J,, ji{i/lar & Co., Ld. 

":} Morgan, Wa/lccr & Co. 

The Na/Jional Bm1h of l11dia, Ld. 

Oriental Gas Co., Ld. 

:lfcssrs. Pi!]oN Chapman t(: Co 



l\In. G. EU1'IIY:Iroruw 

., D. P. Goll:~>~KA 

A. RAYNER Hor,T 

, Grw. DENSON 

~ .. ~-l~~~~~~~~D ... } 

J. '\V. R HTEVF.N, ]IT.f,.A, 

G. r~. s. NomrAN 

C. K. NrorroLL 

, H. R. '\VoU'mits 

JAs. B~nTH 

TL Vol. 
" ;H. D. 
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Messrs. Rail{ Brothers, Ld. 

, RamduU Ram!tisscnrlas,1, 

Tlrc Royal 

1\[cssrs. Davtd Snssoo11 <l: Co., Ld. 

Shaw, Wa/laca ,f; Co. 

R. Sim l ro., Ld. 

Sl<mdard 'Ufc Assurmtcc Co. 

Mcssi'S. Octavius Steel.,{: Co , Ld. 

W. T. 'l'aructt 

J. Thomas tf: Co. 

Ru invr'taUon. 

1\J'rl. R E \VAr,Jmn, c.I.n., 
J.c.s. 

Sm Gm·Finm RussEu,, K.C.l.ll. 

1\IR. J~ADLI PERSIIAD 

A . • r. Euc:c-:rs 

J\I. lf. J{mPALANI, I.C.S. 

Sm THOMAS Amscourm' O.ll.E. 

l\·In. A. Sorrormw 

, C. E. B. 
Cvm.missivncr of Police, 

QG 

l\JR. 

G. :\'fonGAN, c.r.E., 

n. T,. NorANY 

Tl.-lnur.Ar,r, Snnor.F 
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Consulate, Calcutta . 

Vice-Prr.1irlcJJt, 

ClrairmmJ, Mffr!llffTI; Association. 

lfhe uo~ice convening t.l1c mcc!.ing lmYin~ been taken as read, 

tile l'nrcsJDilNT said:-

Gcnt-Icmcn,-Bcfil!ing t.hc times and following the example 
nf my p1·edecc.o.~m· a ~·car ago, 1 fll'Opo~e to confi11e my remarkR to 

n few of the outstanding qtJcst.ions of the day and to detain you 
no longer than ncce~snry for the tmnsucl ion of (.he furLher 

hus:ness to be denlt wi!l1 nt (.his meeting. J know yon arc all 

lmnl-pressed-a comitlcralion which applies Lo the gncsts 
\\'ho h:n·e l'rtvonred 11s with !heir nUcnclilllCl'. t-hem I .extend 
a uwst cordial welcome and 0\11' thanks for the interest 
~howiug in onr afl'air~ a11d the. encouragement. tbcir presem:o 

g-ive~ 11s in onr work. 

The t·eporl for HJ1il, which 1 now to you, has 

not been in yom hands long cnougl1 you to read it the 
ctuc but 1 enn as~ure yon thnt it confot'llls to the mmal 

m so far jt, confir1es itself to a recital of 
has come before the Chamber. It. J think, 

claim to give a detailed and satisfactory account~on I need 
not cl:tbo•·ate-of the work carried out nnd the progress achieved 

during tlw ycnr. 

'l'hc accounts, published and circulated separntely. call for 

~ome comment. You will notice from t.hcm thn! the Licensed 
II'Ieasuren Department--which hns again passed through a clifii­

cult year-has emerged with a small smpluso( Rs. ]7,70D witll the 
of the .'JO% lil1l'Charge imposed in Jnly 1941. 'l'he financial 

is less satisfnrtory rtnd lw~ 
the Chamber Commit-lee sine~ 

that year, a!Jlountiug to 

lls. 87,200, follows on a smaller deficit of lls. 39,000 for HgJ; aud 
our estimates of income and expenditure for Hl13 reveal tlmt, after 
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proYiding for all we ~hall be faced wiUr a 
fnrt.ber ddicit of under Rs. l unless stcpH nrc taken 
to pr·cvent sc1eh a sif.nation arising. A~ yon know, the lnrge bulk 

of our income eomcs from (a) the secrelnrial fec8, which include 

rent P.tc., pairl nu-ions A.gsociationR and other organisation~ 

conneeted wit.h (~hm11ber and (b) Chnmbcr memberl1ip_ sub. 
Your CommiUce l1nvc decided that. they must 

in question, 
,1 3il}% mcre1se lCspedl\el; m tlJCu Jalc of membership 

whicb al present stands r~l the moderate 
of Hs. 300/- per annum, nnd in the feeB 

charge(! to them. 'l'he increased 

redm·ed income, responsible for tbe I have mentioned, are 
entirely attribulahle to J.he increase(] eosts which we ure all experi-

flJ resiJlt. of tlle war. It is for me to pomt 

ont I here of conrse no object in llw endeavouring 

to "make money" : all we are concerned to do is to ensure sufficient 

income to CoYer onr expenditme, which I r·an a~~llH' yon is kept at 
a minimum, :md to fo-re. tlmt tl1e incidenc::e of the cost i~ fairlv 

di.~lrilmletl among tho~e wl1o benefit from the rhamber ol'gani~;­
twn. A Speeml Geneml ~Tecting of meml1erc; will be 

rmd will arranged, to ciTed the neer~~nry amendment 

of the Chnmbe1·. 

Gentlemen, mneh has Rinre our last nnm11d meeting 

-so much in fad tlmt. I all I lmve already indicated, 
to defll wilil one or two o[ of om· problems. 

1Inch as they wnuld wis\1 it otherwiHc, interesi·R which this 

Clw.mbe1· represents cannot flvoid the impact of the nnfortunute 
polit.icul situation which exists in this c01mtrv Few of us 

rc:1lise that it is less lbHn twelve monl11s si~cc abortive visit 

to lndin .of Sir Stafford 'l'he coln'Re of events which 
followed it eallecl forth from Chamber, on tJ1c lltlo 

l'J42, a statement 011 behalf of the Europcnn and 

~:~~~~:~;~i~l! i~::r;:~~:~:~;l~i:l:1~~~1 ~~1l;i~:l:: reprem1ts. 'l'hat. Rt.atement. 

_Thoee inlrrc"t::-which h~v" fnvm1rod the earliest allainment by 

:~~:, 0:n!ul~a~:~;1~~00~ ~~~:1~pediment in w:~~ ~:y ~~i~::n::~CI~::e~tb~~!:~:~~ 
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thema~l'l"~, "'=ith the aOntcmcn< oi policy mn<l~ yootcrday on bchaH ol HiR 
Go'l"ernmcnt .ttnd nlign thconoch·oo in tho fnllM! support of His Excellency 

"nd his Executive Connell in whatever steps m!\y bo ner.cn~~ry to 
in Tndi~ nnd to counter any mo,·ouwnt which hnmpern the !kfenc~ 

country or ~nrournge• llflh column activity. 

Genllenl('ll, I t.hiuk I enn wilh eonfidenee suy that this state­

ment, made in different cirenm8tanees five montlm ago, 

exndly OU\' attitud!) todny. Il !loes so alike towards the 

nre al pre~ent passing through-n crisis which wo 

huL in wl1ich we have 110 hesitation in aecotding our 

support l.o the of Hi~ Excelkncv the Vieero:r and his now 
reduce1l Com1c::il (app/ausr); and !ownrd~ the wider issue, 

which current events should no!, obscmc, of Indin's llolitienl and 

eonstituli~Hml ful.mc. ln this latter connection, lot. m11 that 

ut tim t.imc we decided not Lo oppose 

p1·oposa\s involve : \Hl had hopccl 

settlelllcnt tho 

it might. result. in 

un:t.y amongRt all partie~ with a consequent improvement 

in Indi:1's wnr effort. still a pamruounl rxmsidcration in Yiew of the 

m:cupation of Burma. Again T wr have no quarrel 
t.hc intention the sehcme-lllc altaimnent by India 

of full Dominion Slntus. we equally make no secret of our 

intention f.o do rt11 in om· power to see thnt the interests 

sent reeciYB adeqnnl.e recognition for the part they have and 

are still playing in the development of the connlry. By that T do 

not mean that we shonld be conceded any ~pecinl lrentrnent. All 
we nsk for is tlmt we be enablecl tu eon dud o\11' trade and commerce 

n.~ hitherto on equal term><; !lwl the1·e should be no diserimitlat.ion 

us: nnd thnt slwuld he from the 

of India'~ may r;ound like 

a repetition of m,v remarks when adclresRi11g yon two monfl1s 

bnt r ma.ke no npolog? for this re-itm·ation nK the mattm· of 

\'ita] importance to all of ns, and parli('nlnrl~, to !be ymmge1· clement 

who are either risking their liYes in the enuse of freedom or nrc 

sbouldering l1eaYier burdens to enable tl1eir colleugnes to join tlp. 

I shall have occasion to l'efer to tl1is latter question nt u inter stage. 

Unfortunately the Cripps proposals and the eYCnls which lw.Ye 

taken plnce since tl1ey were made haYc necentuatcd the communal 
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difference~ which it wn.s intended the~e Rhonld 

One sn.tisfn.cf.ory feature in the present is the 

loyalty of labour and the scheduled casts ns n whole, in spite of 

fifth column act.ivities and tlllfair pressure. 

And tl1is brings me to the second main qnestkm on which I 

propose to comment today, namely the labour situation as it is 

alfeded, firstly by !l1e exist.ing machinery for the setUemcnt. of 

industri11l disputes and, sreondly, by tlw recent, enemy activities. 

It is true that. t.herc have been demands for increased wages, dear­

ness allo~mnres anrl other henefits-somo of t.!Jom f'Xorbit:mt and 

others justified hy the definite upwarrl movement of food and other 

Every employer who has the interests of his labour at 

must 1velcome llaving a truly representati\'C m·ganisation o[ 

his labour willl 1Yhich to negoliale. Unfortunatdy the prc~cnt 
neecl. for well-organised, and 

trade unions lms arisen at :1 yery few ex is\". 

Tribunals have come inl.o prominence for the settlement of trade 

di~putes under the Defence of India Hule~. Their deciRions have 

been marked a. regrcl.table lack of nniformity of yiew-point, 

whicl1 I am porsonnlly convinced ran onlv he attained 

by an arhit.rahw commanding lhe rcRpcd and confi\ience of both 
parlies and holding a full-time appointment. 

So far ns we in Calcnt.fn IIH' conce111ed, po~sibly l.l1e worst 

feature of t.l1e trade disputes whirlJ arose dlll'ing tl1e year was tl10 

ministerirll interference in onB pnrticuh1r inRtancc whiclJ resuJt.ed 

in the authority of tl1r. police. If that authority, 

responsible for rm.intenance of law and onlf'r, is wcttkened thon 
ehHotie conditions may qnit-e readily be the ontcome. 

indeed fortunate in Commi,~ionrr of Police one 

devotion to rlnt.~, are beyond challenge. 
hus a]f;{) tho backing of n dcyot.cd nnd f!bff 

is of the ntrnosi value, pnrtirnlal'l.v at t.he pre~ent 

. Gentlemen, a~ ~·on know so well, a large pari of our energie~ 
rhmng the paBt year l1a~ been toward~ the introduction of 

uc 
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feel· J'hai my prai~e shonld he tempered b:v eonsi~crat~on of the 

action of some ·of the worb31's dur:ug the rceent :u1· ml(ls -on th_e 

Caleu!.tn On f.hc whole, howc''cr, the workers stood by t~1e11 
post.s remarkably well. T'arlil~lilarly waB this_ the e:\se in the JU_t~ 
millS and engineering works. \Vhcre ihc S]llt'lt of fear f01mrl Jl~ 
most fruitful grounrl in the doek nrcn where there were many 

desertion.~-les;. marked, howen•r, :l!llOng~t. tbc steveUorc lnb~ll 1 ' 
Tbis ha~ not b!'en allowed t.o go unnoticed by your rcpresentatJ:'eB 

on the Port Commissiunen. and l lllll pleased to be able to g1ve 

you t.he assnn:nce thn! the Obairmnn of tbe 'Pod C'ommissionerR 

is dealing with tlJC ,;it.nnt.ion ·:md lHIS it well in halHl. There hni! 

been :m 111rproYcment., hnt there 1s still romn for hetler work on 

shore. 

rrho raidn on Calcntl.n, ~n fnr, lmYe been nf a very trivhlnntme 

an 11 if futuro raid~ are on t.hc same mi110r scale we need llaYo lit.tlr. 

fear regar,Ji11 g labmJJ"roorale. Tn fact, man~· of those who desf'rted 

their post~. havr, as yon ate awnre. returned to Culcnltn, deter­

nlinml not to suffer tl1e p1·inilion~ wbich the~· l,arJ to cnrlme on 

tbeir wav to tlJr-ir villages. and d11ring tlJCII' stay thct·e. Tf, howeyer, 

fntnro 1 ·~ids arc more !<C\'cre, ns is fur from being out.side the bound~ 
of poS\'1ihility. it is rliff1e1Jlt lo forecn~t what n1a~' be t.he effect on 

labour. nnd it. iR, therefore, e~sentinl that. no efforts should be 

relaxed t.o bring nbonf, a scn:>c of diH('ipline with, it is 

hoped, an increase in t.ho power to thr per>'llas:ve tadics of 

t.hc fifth (,o]nmnist dements. 

\Ve lmve all along maint.ainPd tl1at. the key fm-:tor in the re!Pn­

tion of lnbom nt tlH'lir posts is llH' USS1l!'ance of acloqu:ilc 5npplics 

of foorlslnifs ut rrasonable priri'R. 'J'bts flllesl:on of food-supplies 

has been the crtn~r of t.hc grcnte~t. conc:Pl'll to 11" nll nnd has led to 

rnncl1 cril.icism of tllP. govrrnmenlal approarll to it. 'l'hc gf'ncr~l 

feeling wa~ thnt thr problem ]J:ul hecn tinkrretl witl1, tllilt unill 

recentlv it hnd not been t.aeklcrl in a ~nfficicn!lv (]ownright. 111annPr, 

thnt in.RHflkTent. direction lwd bern [!:in•n l1~' the Central Ooyern­

ment to inrlivirhwl province~ :JTHl that th(• latle1· lwd not ,.uffiricntl~' 

checked thr ~elfhh trndcnrie~ nf the "snrplus" di~t.ricls under ll1eir 

jnriRdiet.ion. ViTc hope,' nnrl \\'e lmYc reason to believe, llHil. lha~ 
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plH't~e hns passed. .Tho problem hn~ not been 11 Aimple one nnd I 

trust I nm not mistaken in t.lw impres~ion I formed ofter tl1e recent 
meeting of tl1c Foocl Council tllnt the Cenknl Govcrnmoht 

nrc now determined lo their power t.o oncom·n.gc tl1e 
of larger nreas ·with food ond Lo ensmc the cquilnble 
bution of these crops. H ~ucceed in t.his ohjedivo there 
need be IJO mntcrinl shor!ngc nnd prices shon!d grndunlly decliM.. 

In n·conl months, so fn1· !tq Beng:nl ifl concerned, one of the mrrin 

difficulties l1u~ been in ohlnining .~upplies of wlJi!nt nnd it ia snt.is· 

fndo1·y to he nhle to n•.cord t.lmt ns rt rcsn]t. of preBsure from t.his 

it wns Uccided to hliJ.ke hu·ge of wheoJ. froin 
. . for tl1C ch·ilinn population. urm.v is nlriludy reed'·· 
mg nl\ 1ls wheal rr.quiremelltR fl'Om m·erHens 
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e11tering into t.hc economics of inflat.ion and cost of living allow­
! would point ont that tl1is in itself is n compelling reason 

of Rtlpplies J'or industrial cmploycm 

conditions. The 
theRe channel~ has gl';en rise to much 

di~enssion wit-h Gow~rnment.. A~ yon know, it lms al~o ghcn rise 

to mnny cTil.ieisms the Clmmber loorlst.n/l's Heheme which is now 
wholly on Government allotmcnlA AO far aR t.he main 

t·urrunn•dit.it•,-tice, BU!):al' nnd at.!a--nrc eonccnwd. ln my view, 

tile mnin q1wst.ion of lll'I7C1lG}" now the sct.tlcment of 11 {lefinit.e 
policy by (-1ovcrnment, in eonsnltation wJth employers' orgnnisn-­

lions, in t-he matter of wlwt eon~t.ih1tcs a l'air rnt.ion to t.he inrlnst.rial 

worker and his dependants. This qm~Rtion-which is only part 

of n much wider issnc-iR at. pre~enl nnder neti\·e consldemt.ion. 

I w!ll only say that., in view oJ' the eommitmenls employer;;. l111Ye 

hcen forced to assnme t.owanls their workers, we conld not. willinp:Jy 
a. dist.ribution pl!tn which the needs of t.hc workrrs' 

tlopond"nl,,_.,,ho also lmve been tlown nntl exploit-ed by the 
which fnils to make available to the workers nwl their 

dependant,~ a rcgnlar and cont.innons mlion adcqnilic to their needs. 
It goes without. that no employer who i~ ~nbsidising the 

food reqnirement.s of labonr force is 

~npplics avnilahlc. 'rhongb 1 know 

a~k yon iu judging the Chamhe1 
complexity of t.hese and the otlJCr problem6 which we arc now 

t'lldenvuming; t.o ~olYe. I wiAh aiRo to take tl1is of 

expreEsing my thank~ arul yonrR to l\lr. Dunk I', 
and Pre.~idcnt-Rlcct., for 1-l1c \"its! nmmmt, ol nnd tronble he 

/1as de\·ot-ed lo this On him t.he bmclen of the Chamber 

Iootlst.ulfR ~chrmr largely fallen. (.1pplauscl. 

'rllere is one further maHer, io wbich I lwve already alluded 
and on whid1 I think you will he inlpreH!cd to lmvc some 

(:Ular~, tlJC eont.ribntion of the Enropean 

Nat-iounl ri wonder lmw 

the sacrifice t.hnt lm~ l'P.fmlt.ed from 
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and As~nm- DiSt.riet no less t.lmn Gd-"G% of tl1e by no means large 
nntnber of Briti~h snhjcd~ nmennblc to t.ho Act have 

Sen·icc. Tl1c remaining 

nn(it and also the st-eadily 

becollle no longer subject 
to the stalntory obligation ol \Vc can certainly 

Iitke it tlwt. tlw olltem not recruited are J'Cgarrled by t.hc Nat.ional 

Service A(hisory Committee as essential to tltc 

to the wm· effort. 

as 
l-ime 1111. A fralmr nf impot·tanre wllif·h abo lm~ received 
ill~llfficicJII pnhlicily has bern the ready JlliuJneJ' in which 

llte cmnm1mity bas it~ Bllflrc; fiJH] thi~, 
J·csults in many eases in ~<I ill J'nrthet· weakening the 

staffs of 1"flllilllrrcial fll'ln~. 

Gentiemcn, J lwvc pm·po-cly refrained from anv direct alln~ion 
to t.he pre~cnt >Yar ~iltw!ioJt n~ llwre i~ nntl1ing T"cnn ntld:to the 

infonuation ~ll]lpliel] hy the Jll'P~~ ttlld the wircles~. 1 wonltl. ]11m·­
cnr, like lo stress t.bat our first. consitlemlion mw>l be to assist, in 

pos~ihln to nncl conclusive Yidorv 

for. Allic_a_ . attained n l1igh an;l 
envmble po~ttlon fot· 1ls to various meml1cn Of t.he 

F~rccs, both Indian nnd wl10 l1nve been stationed in om 

nncbt; :mel we !Javc al~o rcuson to be prond of our contribution 

towu~~s t!Jc alle>·intion of suffering and to tbe betterment of-the 

co.ndliJOns of Briti8h nnd Tntlian prisoners of mn. J1.-I1w!J more will 

st!l!Jw.ye to be clone in the fntnre, ancl il ]lehove~ nll of ns to exert 

ounce of in om· wur effort, m1d to plnce nl. all times 

of und t.lw other Allied Nations before self. 

(J,ourl applau<~·c); 

'rhe PnF.sllJEt-:T :--\\'ill nny rnemlwr who wi~hes to comme1ri 

oil t:rc report or_ :u·c·omtts, or to express -.,·icws on subjel'ls ~f interest 
to t lC meJcantJ!e ~ommmnty' kiJrclly do so now? 

'L'lierc being no l'l',~ponse to l.his invihtion I , 
moved and :1\Tn JT D 'l' , ' , l1e PnES!DF.NT then 

1\'ilich was cnn:iecl. mr:mi:~·~~~;n ~econr1ecl the following rcsolution 

That the Report be accepted and the AccoLtnts passed. 

U' 
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'J'he PHESTDENT: -I move:--

That the eloctlon by tho Committoo of tho followlne­
flrms and compnnlos bo, and Is hereby. confirmed:-

CHAMBER MEMBERS. 

Alton Berry & Co., Ld. 
Central Agency Ld 
H. J. Folltcr & Co., Ld. 
Innes Wn.tsoro & Co. 
John Paterson & Co. {India), Ld. 
Lntox Trontmonts Ld. 
Sanderson& & Morf!nns, 
The Burmnh 011 Co. (lndin Trading), Ld. 

The Caledonian Insurance Co. 
Tho Ons Accumulator Co. (lnclin), Ld 
Tho Indian Metals & Alloys Co., Ld 
The Northern Assurance Co., 
The General Mana&er. Oudh & Tlrhut Raliwny. 

Walford Transport Ld. 
Wiggins, Toapo & Alex Pirie (Export), 
w. F. Ducat & Oo. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

C. E. Bassoon. 
The SKF Ball Bearing Co, Ltd. 

l\fR. Il. Cl. c;., -:\Lu:KAY seeontled Oris resolution whteh wo.~ 

carried nnanimou~ly. 

'rlre l'HilSJDJo:NT :--Tn formally reporting to yon lire result~ of 

tile election of t.]te Clmmber Cmrrmit!ee for ]\}J:l, T would like to 

our t.hank~ to 1111·. Vv'. ,J. Tonnie and Mr. J. Orr for their 

as scrntineers o[ the. voting papers. 'I'lrc result~ of the 

voting were :-

rt'esidetr,t. 

Mr. J. H. Burdor. 

P'ice-Pt·c~iflllnt. 

Mr. K. W. Moallne-. 

Sir. Harry Burn I Tho Hon'BIO Mr, R. R. Haddow. 
Mr. T. S. Qlo.dst~no, Mr. R, B La2'don, O.B.E., M,O. 
Mr. F. 0. Quthrlo, Mr. R. Mncfarlnno. 

Sir George Morton, 0 B, E., M.O. 

i 
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The VIcE-I'HESIDilN'T :-Gent-lemen, before moving t-he next 
resolution whicl1 .~tands in my 11amc, I wi~h to l:tke t-his opportunity 

consciou.~ 1 n1t1 of the l10nour 1-hnl, has como 

your l'rcsidcnl for the ensuing year. J nm 
conscion~ of lhe great. J·c~ponsibility a!tnehi11g t,o the office 

and call nssnnl yon Uwt., with I he support and expe1·ienco of tho 
strong Committee lwrc clcelcd to me, l shal! do nil in 
my power lo 
stands for. 

tlw intercsls of the Chamber and aH !.hat it 

I beg to propo~e : 

That Messrs, Lovelock & Lowes be and nre hereby re­
appointed Auditors to the Chan1bor nt tho snmc romuncrn• 
tlon as before. 

i\In. F. F. 1L Fimoullm·; sc<'onded t.lt!~ rr~ohJt.ion which was 
cnn·if'd unanimously. 

U\ln. IY. L. 
gives me great 

gentlemen or 
J'rc~idenl und Gentlemen,-It 

a cordial vole of thanks to the 

At f.ho best of times, this Yote of ll1nnk." to the outgoing 

Chamber Commil.tee 110 more fom1ality. In t1 1ese troubled ,and 

s?m~t.imcs critical days !Jowc\'cr, it a"~unw~ n somcwlmt deeper 

mgndicance ikm u~ual. Th0 hns bee11 in many respect.s 

an unprecedented Ollc in the of the mJanJbcr, with more 

:md mon to do and fewer to help il., and the fuct th11t these 
gentlemen l!rtve bren 

{ 15 } 

J\'fn. G. D. Folln.ESTEH srcmHled the resolution wl1ich wns 

canierl witl1 fiCC!rtmntion. 

J\lll. c. J\. NH'f!Of.T. :-Gcntlcnwn.--'i.Vlwn il \\"fiR first stlg­

rrcst.rll lome t.hal T shonlrljH'OJlO~C tile YOI-r of 
;resident. 1 wa>< not at :dl nnxious to 

J'(•lt.--and sl ill do-that the duly eon](] be more ably performed 

; but tl1c imlivic1nal who nppro:whcd me had 

n IWIHI wdh l1im-iu fad he flat-ly refused to talre 
110 fn1· """''w--lhe>dMc 1 now find myself on my feet in an 

In )Jr. Hurldow our app1·eciution of tl1e 

o11 nnr hrlmlf during the paHt. year, 

:i\Tr. IJaddow's lung: and experience in Chamber 

and subseqnent.ly in 
Cnll'nlln. mmk l1irn a. fitt.ing ehoice a :J't'HJ' ago for what. has reccnt.ly 

!Jrcn de~rril.wd as the higlll'~t honom Clive Street cun confer. HiR 
term of nfti<"r, <"nming at n. nil ira! time in the a/fairs of men, has 

hri'n a p:lrt.irularly' Hlr·cii\Lons <•rtr :11rd I run sur·e, g'l•nllemen, you 

will wilh 1nc I hat he llH8 wnrtlrily canicd out. the trtsk with 
whiel1 we entrnsterl l1im lasl yertr. 

ln nd,litioil to IJiH otJi'l"01l~ dutiL·~ .President of the Bengal 

Cllarnlw1· of rnmm('J·ce he )l:ts g:Llirlerl tlw nffnirs of the Associated 

ClJnnJbPr~ of ConunPn·c with C(jll:tl nnvif!ol.ional skill. Helms also 

of Stnle--nud nltlHJ\tgh he JWW retires 

from the I am ;..o:lnd to tbiuk tlmt. we are ngain to havo 

hi~ able adviee aH ll IJJeJnber of tl1e Colilmit.tec dming tlw ycnr t.Jmt 
lies ahead. 

II lHIA l1een a 11nrrl year anrl l1e desm·vcs onr t.lwnks in no 
nu&tinied mewmre. 

Accordingly, on belmlf of the members, I beg lo mo,•e a very 

hc.1rl.v vntr of ilJanlrs l.o 1\h. TTnddow nnd I would like to assmo 
him-if nny ~liCit nssuraJrcc is lJccc~sm·y-lww 
:til IliA l1nrrl work in t.l1e interest.~ or 1tll of 1m. 

we nrc for 

applausr). 

'l'hc l'nMITlllNT :-Mr. Niclroll nnd gentlemen,-I tllUllk you, 

Sir, for the very kind words you Jmve said about me and yon, 

-1 
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gentiemen, for the generous mnnncr in which yon llflve endorsed 
them. I ha\"C always rccogniserl J\h. Nicholl to be nn anthoriLy 
on lea r Uirl not !mow until now tlmt he was so nUcpt at laying 

011 the ! If l have given satidadion, gentlemen, I am 
plcl\sH1 imlecd; lmL Jam not being in moll est,, merely 

when I t·llnt what lws been acl1ioved a(.tribuluble to 
tlJC unswerving nnd friendly guidltnCG I ]1ave received from 
1lr. ]~nrdcr, as Y.c<<~l~l'""'enl, and from the other members of Lbe 

in tmn, I know, would like me-and 
so-to appreciation o[ the 

members the various Sub-Com-

,.,,,,.,"""''"" of the Clmmbcr on various 

The l'nESIDEN'r also pnid a tribnlc to the 
of the Chamber for UJCir work 1mder circnmslanccs 

tlifficnlly during the year. 

'l'herc being no fnrther bnRines~, the proceedings then 

terminated. 

D. c. FAlRllAJllN, 

Secretary. 

0 P W -llG0-13 3-~:J-:lUO 

R ll. HADDOW, 

Prcsidc11t. 
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.... _, ____________________ "8ft. 
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On the rcc,ignntion 

Th~ Cnkutln IHljllOWll>Cill 

Trurt. 

clceted to !Ill tl1eYncancy. 

!\fr. 

Indinn F.lectri,·ily RuJ,., 102-2 · 
Lwem\ng nn~<<l 

lrrm oflhrer 

On the rchrcmf'nt 

r~h·utln 'f,amc Control 
A<hi""'Y Comllliltc•<'. 

Trame Alhisory Honrcl. 
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l\Tr. J. E. Onlish, 

Jndinn Ccnlrnl Jul" Commillco. 

:tvh. Fl .• T. Vlasto, 

Bonnl or A~<ricultum,. Bong~! , 
CD\l"n Sub.Commlltcc. 

On the rccons!if.n!ion 

(1) Mr. \V. :MatTison, !Angn~ .Tutc !'.fill). 

(2) Mr. A. A. l;:yell, 0.-TcMr.q . .Shrnv, \Vnllncc & Co.). 

!\fr. IC. W. Menling, 
Bengnl Tniluslrinl Snn-oy 

Commilt<Xl. 

The rcpre~entnt.ivc.~ of 

"\fr. '1'. S. Glndstone. 

:\Tr. (:.D. T'one,;tcr, 

"East Inrlinll Rnilwa7: Locnl 
A,l'"'""ry ('onnmtte" 

I 5 l 

ber 1111 tl 1 i.~ All\"isory Committee. 

\Tr .. T. Fin,llnv 

('"'"Jlhr•lllTo<nila] 
Cc•mmitten 

Tn \pril l:J~t "\Tr 

f'oJT~~~· TTnqnital · 
C'onnnitteo 

j]l(' rhnmhrr on ihi~ rommiilrr. 



Mr. A. K. G. Hogg, 
Mayo Tioopitu! : Governing Body 

Calcut.;u Hoopital Nnroe" 
Institute, 

'rhe Hon'ble :1\.lr. 
Indian Rc<l Cro~~ 

1.\'fr. G. V. T..~Ioyd, 

Tl1e Indian llfnscum. 

Trustees of the T ndian 

1>1!-. ~~. J\lucLeorl, 
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.!vTr. \V. J. Younie, 

'J'hc G'onrnrnen\ Commercial 
lnstJtme. 

uccupieU by ).Tc. J. Blair. 

1:Tr. J . .:\1. Lall, A.C.A., 

Jwliun Stutistical Jn8litutc 

Mr. '1'. 8. Glrrihlonc, 

J)ibtrid Charitable Socic!J. 

Bcntalivcs on t.he Executive 
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The Prestdent, the Hon'ble Mt B R Haddow, (Messrs 
Ex..Survmce Asaomntion. Mnckmnon, Muckenzw & Co) 15 tlle 

Cmtral Conned reptcsentative of the Chnmbm ea:-
Ex-ServJCes AssomutJOn. officio on the Central Conned of the 

Mr. W. J. B. Walker, C.A., (T1~e Statesman, 'Ld.) is t!Je 
Tl1a Crichton Trust. Q11~h~~~ta~:st~f tl1c Chamber on the 

Mr. E. Lyne, (Messrs. Hoare Miller & Co Ld 
Tll~re~:!;J~~n 0~~~Z,f;r t;!"' th1t Cl~amber on th~ Gd;e~~yre~o~~ 

Animals. ~~v~~t~~:~~f ~~~~ltt~ ~o:t~~~-Hie 

~Ir. A. B. Mallett, (Messrs. Mackmnon, Mackenzie & Co 
Adv,aory Pilot Comm•ttoo, has been re-nornmatcd as the re re~ 

Bcngnl. ~ntattve of European CommerJ m 
m1ttee for the year 1943 ulcutta on the Advisory Pilot Com-

Mr, ~- IL G. Hogg, (~essrs. Maclcinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) 

Central At~hfKo;::.miltco for ~s~o~~nt~d t3t.:t~~:c~~a~ves of the 

mittee for Lighthouses Jndin, f.n the Central Adv~:~er~~~~ 
Bengal. ' represen mg European Commerce in 

Mr. S.D. Gladstone, (Messrs. Ogilvy G'll d . 
Fedorution of Clmmbern of representativd / tfn era & Co.) IS the 
CommcE~~lr!~n Dritish Executive Cou~cil ~f ~i:~m;~d:~ti~~~ 

T:JC representatives of the Cllarrtbtlr on tlte . 
Seamen a :Wolfo.ro AesociRiion. Management of UtiH AH~r~c~ln~tttec . o~ 
(~essrs. Mackinnon, Mack€;;;:: fog~tle Mr. R. R. nt;r:a:J~!,: 
(Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., La} nnd Mr. J. Morshead, 

.Sir Henry Horsman is tlte 'oint r -
CMn.f~;~~~~~~ ~c~crution of Indi~ and ~:~~~t~{vc )f the Upper 
Mnnufaclurcr9 • A•s~~~?:~ ' & ~eer~uti~~. the' Co::::::.i~~~·~ 0~f On:;:~ 

Tlltl Hon'ble Mr. R R. Haddow (1! 
~mvinciol Advi•ory Committco Mackenzi(l & 'Co ) epBt'R.. Mncldnnon, 

or Wnr Supplies in DcngaL Chnmbcr is the ;.e remden.t of the 
Cimmber on this n~::d~ntattve of the 

J g ) 

The representative of the Chamber on this Board is Mr. P. F. 
S. Warren, B.A. (Cantab), A.M.I,C,E., 

TholAn;:a%i~f ~es0::."11d M.I.E, (Ind.), (Messrs. Jessop & Co., 
Ld.). 

Dr. W. G. Macmillan, n.sc., PH.D. (Aberd & Cantnb), F.I.c. is 
llenH"I Bourcl of Scienlifio the representative of the Chnmber on 

l{oscarch, ibis Board. 

Mr. U. D. Ferrier, M.A., n.sc., (Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot 
Provincial Advisory Doard on & Co.) is the nominee of the Chamber 

l<'arest U!ilianLion. on this Bonrd. 

Mr. II. D. Townend represents ilte Chamber on the Advisory 
Dcngul l'ric: Control Board of the Bengal Price Control 

Comrmtice. Committee. 

The representative of the Chamber on this Board is Mr. 1{. W. 
&ngnt me<:tric Control Boord. Mealing, (Messrs. Andrew Yule & 

Co., Ld.). 

'l'lw t'l'port of llte Royal Exchange for the year 1942 is appended 
'fhc Hoyal lhdlltnge. to this Report. The business of the 

during lite yenr. 
Exehnnge has proceeded as usual 

Arltitmtions tmrler the auspices of the •rribunal of the Chamber 

The Ch~~ti~~~~tf:~~unal of ~~~c~~~~s;~~ :~e~e~~~::l.he~~:~1~~n~~eg 
''geneml arbitrations'' embraces j11te 

manufactured goods, coal, disputes in which mostly questions of 
lnw and custom al'e involved, and all cases in which goods other 
than jute and piecc-gooUs are concerned. 

'r\w total number of arbit.ration cases instituted during tlte 
year 1942 was 3R4 anll there were 38 cases pending at the close of 
the yenr 1941. .Of these cases, 321 proooeUed to award; 46 were 
witltdrawn; and 55 cases were pending at the close ~f tl1e year 
l!H'l. In 9 caBeR 2 nwnrde, in one case 6 awards, and m one case 
3 awards were issued ns the disputes arose irom mqr~ than one 
contract. The various classes of goods in cases in wlucl~ awards 
wcreis~ned were repreAented as fol1ows :-.Tnne 252; Hcsst~ns and 
RagR 50; Coal 1 ; nnd Miscell:meous 1~. The revenue dertvecl b:v 
tl1c Chamber from institution iees paHl ?Y members. n,nd non­
members inclndinrr applications for the ISStte of certrfied S11l'VCY 

reports ;efel'l'ed to" in the following paragraph, ~mounted to 
Rs. a6,988 ni'J compared with Rs. 3'2,357 in the preoodmg year. 
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~~~ti~~~;;~;;:mJ~~~~!~"~r'~! ;~~~~~~"~U!!~ ll~~~~"~f: ~~;a\11~~~..!~ ~~; 
::~~~~~;;~"~~"rJ,crc7~~f~J;n~ ~~~o,~:':rn;;r:h~i~ ~~ !~~!;~ !~h1%/;~~~.:;~ 
"in writing, oxcocd ton por cent. of tim toto.\ qua.ntity of pnper manufactured 
"during th~ preceding cnlcn<lar month", this AIISOOintion drn.ws atliltltiou to tile 
:li•proportionnto. r.c•crvntion, ,n~ndo fer Gov_crnm~nt pur~ca and tl1o entirely 
mndcqnntc prov!B!OII for ~IV!lum conoumptLon, m p!lrlicUlllr for the cssentinl 
war reqnirt'.mcntR o[ commorre Ml!ll industry, and urges Gnvommont to o.llow 
nt lcnRt l!urty per cent. or tho Mills' total production to be supplied totlm 
genom\ market. 

I'he following resolution wns cnrried nem con. :-
4. Po•t ll'nr ll~C(;118[11lclioll~Uppcr Jndi!< 0/lal!lbCr-

Thia ARS<lCinlion urge~ tho Govcmmnnt of India to giva early and cnroful 
ronsidcrntion to pad war reoonatntction problema, 11.nd to fommb,te long 
l~rm tml~ and imlustriuJ policies to p\nca buforo tho Post Wnr Rcconorln1ction 
C.nmmtttro. Special eonsidcrMion sho11ld be givon tn the propo&~ls mado 
for tho contra! of intcrnu.tionnl tru.do in thd Report of tho Lon(]Oo Cbnmhar 
.:u f'oHll11Bl~~ and TwPnli~tl• Conlury Ir.eonomie System'; provided tl1at u.ny 
RIICh proposals are not aUowcd to interfere wi1h tl1n primary !oak of GOVllrnment 
to proaccuto thn wnr. 

The following resolution was withdrawn without discussion: -

5. Pril"ll G"ontmi.-P~tnja], Cltamber-

This Association requests t\11! Government of Indio. to Inks all J>O!!Sibl& 
nctioo in eonjunctioJLwilh provinei11l Governments to cheek the abnormal :riso 
intlmcostoflivingu.llovcrindio,. 
At the ordinnry meetin!t, which followed the formal part of 

the agenda, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce was again appointerl 
to nominate the President and Secretary [or the ensuing year. 

THE WAR. 

Declaration of a state of emergency in the 
Proviuoe of BengaL-On the 22nd December 1941, B 

declaration of a stnte of emergency in the Province of Bengal was 
nnnmmced in the following notification :-

lind ~~~~~~ett!::fl p~~t ~~:tl\~t!!'n~J'~;c~m~.'t ~~~~~B~~ll~~e~ci~:~.d bo'l~;u~~::;: 
~no ~~~~~~~r·o, !ia!:;~f a<;::~~~Y ~~:tt£!'~~r::~or~~:;n;•:t~e':b;o:~,o,~~ 

War 'Risks InsuTance.-During the year under review the 
Chamber has had occasion to consider ~nd to address Government 
either direct or through the Assoc.iated Chambe:S ?n a large 
number of questions connected w1th the w~r r1sk msurnnce of 
goods and property. The points involved have m many cases bec,n 
of n complicated nature, and the outco~e of the Chamber IJ 

representations to Government are summ!lilHOd below, 

, .. 
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'rl1c prineipnl wo1·k of tl1c rommitrr(' will. inl~t rr/irr. be:-

n)~ of ro~~l 
ihP 





{ 17,) 



< is 2 
( 19 ) 



( 21 ) 

the scheme embraced the concerns with wl1ich t.hcy 
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~nder Part II o~ the Scheme, and of disability pension under 
art. III. T~e htgher scale of temporary allowance and disabil' 

ra~~~OD a~p~lCS only! under clause 2(2)(c), in the CllSC ~~; 
(b) .. a war l!lJ~ry sustamed by a civil defence volunteer " d 
"com~~~~ l~Jnr~ sustained by a gainfuily occupied or ~ih~;·per~~n 
" h Y over~ment order to be present in !he localit 
c~·t~ ;and ~the t1me when) such injurv was sustained" K 
O~~~nis.~ti:~~ s~~:~t" means a member ~f a "Civil Dei~nca 
Sched?le .1, a ,','Civil n~6f~n~~ <.\~;an?s~~!~~~ .. ~~~~~R::6rt· Under 

~~~~~~atl~~·~vat:stahlish\rl :~y a Provincial GoYcmmPnt 'an~· nl~~ 
"Provincial G~vern:~~·1·~a IOns recognised hy tl1e Ce-ntral or 

and ~~~~~~~~iere~~~~~~~ut ttJJ ;~vernment tl~nt many industrial 
which were not recom' a tn ;h a set 11P pr1vate oranniRations 
other. scheme, sue]1 "or:nis~~on: P~1 ':P~~CR of tl1~ War Tn,i11~ief! or 
occupied persons who had und t k em,.. comprised of qamfnlly 
fypes specified in Schedule l~i~ en ~· R P. 'Y<;rk of I he various 
was not mentioned separately in 11 cl~d~~!! demollt10n work, which 
tlJC Chamber that such 'orn 11 . t~e 'c ;TT1/1. It ":M rrmsidcred hy 
tl1e event of their sustaini~ IRa 10~<; ~ ·~nlr~ 9uahfy for relief-in 
scale, and Government we g ~n d mr rmd 1?Jury--on the higher 
and the procedure to be follre n~ e 'i~ pr:scr1be tl1e conditions of, 
such private A. R p or mye .w1 a VJeW to, the reeo,gnition of 
of the War Injuri~s E£che~:~Isations under clause 2 of Schedule 1 

Oov;;;;.e:~e;!rei~:~~~;i~ ] the Chamber llmt lhr> provincial 
War Injmie~ Scheme to·:~co% parnm-:'lph 2 nf !'<f']u•ilnle I of i,1Je 
natnre specified t11erein, and on n~~~hprrvnt<' .~l'!IaniRationl! of tl1e 
woulrl b(!('.nme a civil <lefence 01.,.,~n· ~~cogu'~lo~ flle omnni~ation 
cl.ause 3. Rerrnrding organisation;( lR~ mn. ':'Jthm tllP nnrviflw nf 
ihd not consider it necessarv to . ~r r emol't'on worl{. Clov"rnm"TJt 
War Tni11rieR Scllemc, a<; in. thei~n~ 1~rl: tllr>m in RrllP.clule T of tll~ 
than tl1e ordinary public. PilliOn, tlJey ran no greater risk 

~o th~~jg~e~n!:\e ~~v:cli~~t notifications Wf'l'C il'!~lli'Cl entitlin"' 

(i) emnloy,ments notifierl under tl , . ,., 
(Mamtenanee) Ordinanc!l, and Hl Fl~~enbal Services 

(il) certnin empl~entf! in RPecifiecl 
such as maJor ports and riverine ~~~n.~l.a7arrlons areas, 

The noaition of :t~cWrv labour • 
and the view of the Chamber is th;~:Jia~z ~PmninR unnroviderl for 

payees of factories, the 

I 

iiiiiiliilii 
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oUtput of which is directly or indirectly contributory to wo.i· 
llrodtwliou, should be brought on to the higher scale of relief. 

It is understuod that Govcmment are not prepared to consider 
this proposition, but may introduce a supplementary scheme of 
insurance whereby the existing relief will be brought up to the 
scale of ""Workmen's Compensation" relief. Such a. scheme, it 
will be remembered, did not conunenr] itsel£ to industrialists on this 
side of India when previously proposed by Government. 

The scheme has not yet been formulated, but tlJe main point 
is that ftovcrnment will not consider extending the scope of the 
bigher scale of relief to any categories other than those which are 
already effected. 

Injury ,or damage caused by army drivers wh·en 
on duty.-In the 1941 report attention was drawn to the 
un~atisfactory attitude of the Military Authorities in respect of 
clunns h~ members of the public for compensation for damage to 
property or injury to persons caused by drivers of military vehicles. 

A copy of the resolution which was mmnimously adopted on 
this subject at the Annual General Meeting of the Associated 
Chambers and a report of the discussion which preceded its adoption, 
were forwarded to the Government of India. The resolution 
urged upon Government the necessity for introducing adequn:te 
me~sures io ena~lc the public to recovet· compensation from the 
Mihtary Authoritws in ca-Aes of accideniB caused by the negligent 
or improper driving of military drivers. 

ln replying on the 16th March, tl1e Govemment of Indm 
stated that owing to the present emergency, very large numbers of 
military drivers were required for enrolment and training, thus 
making an increase in the number of accidents inevitable. Power 
had been given to the local Mjlitnry Authorities to I?JRke ca; gra~ia 
payments of limited amounts in cases of sertous bardshrp, 
]mrticnlarly to the poorer classes, but Government could not 
Undertake the risk of heavy cluims by wealthier people, although 
sucl1 claims would also be considered on an ox gratia basis. 

'!'he Chamber Committee, on having Government's views 
}Jlm·ed before them, were of the opinion that no usefu~ purpose 
wonlrl be served by pressing the matter further on genero.l lmes. The 
Ca!r·u11a Tnsnranre Association. however, was asker! hy the ~ham?er 
to collect particulars of any individual instanc.es of hardship wh1ch 
might come to their attention with a "?JCW .to a further case 
being iilUbmitted to Government baclced by evJdentml support. The 
Association subsequently informed the Chamber that the control of 
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(l) exceeding of the speed limit, particularly in the suburbs; 

from depots, houses nnU 

{4) failure to keep to tile left side of the roud; 
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(l) ~lit trenches; 
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therefore, fake any opporhmitics which migllt oer.nr of purchasing 
whniPW'T rpmlitie~ aml f)llnntitics of rice might he nvnilnhlc 
to con•r tlu::ir ncar rcrJnirmncnfR. The svslcm of control now in 
oprrnlion prcvrnh; purchnscfl on nny snbstnntinl scale othorwi~n 
tlmn f11rrmp-l1 flovcrnmcnt dmn~Jcls on whieh, cnnEeqtwnlly, the 
Cham her Rr:!Jcmc is now dcpcnUcnt for ~mpplics. 

'l'hr ('hnmhrr continllf!rl rlnring the initial perinrl of thll scheme 
to mer!. nt rt'IHIOnnhlc pri.Pc lcw•h1, the csRr.n1inl foml TCI]tlimmcnh 
of tl1r Nnplr.vcr>;, pnrticnlnrly tl10 imlnsfrinl employee~ o£ thmm 
nnrtir·ipnf ina in tlJC ~dl(•mr. V/hcn fmpplie<~ were plentiful during 
!\ovcmhr.r, the opportnnit.v Wllfl tnken t.n plan a rc~orgnniflation of 
tl1r. flf']lPrnn in 1hr light! of Uw ~xperienoo ,!!f!inerl durin::! ilJC 
prPr·Nlin~ f,..w mrmtl1~. Pm·tirnhr" nf 11w rcvin•rl nrrnnaemr.nt;; 
Wf'f(' Nmtninrrl in r:irr'lll~:r '!'l"o. 10-F.R. of lllr ht nerf'mhr:r Hl42. 
'Thr pro~'r<~s of rr-nr~tnni~ntion, howevPr, wn.<~ impr>rlrrl hv the ncnte 
ri~r in nrirr'~ whirh nPrnrrrrl in nccrmher nnrl hv the nir fnirlR wl1irh 
!Mk nJnrl~ in f.Jw (;nJcntfn !lTf'll dnrina the ChriRfmn.'l periml. 'J'he 
rnmhinrrl riTrrt of thr~n was rrrently to inrrenRc· tlH! r;nmplcxitie~ 
nnrl rliffirnltieR of the Rnpp\y, lnhonr nnrltrnm;pnrt problem~. For 
tirr~r rrn'IOTIR nnrl hrrn11Rc nf tl1r Ynrirrl nnrl. nt thnt t.imP, lnraclv 
rml"n-r)rrlirwterl ronlrnl lnf'll'lHrrH in<:Hntrr1 hv the prnvinri11l 
nr)\·r-rnmrnl"-. it hnR hren nrrrR<:nrv Rinrr l11r r]o<;e of the vrnr to 
nprrHtr thf' !;(']Jpmr on n "hnnrl~tn-montl1" bn!li!': whicl1, .thml!!h 
nn~:di'lfnr-tnrv from thf" pnint of virw of the 11rhemr. hn!l nr-vcrtl1rle~R 
hrr•> Rnmr·irnt in thP. en~ of imln'llrinl pnrtir·ipnntR to krcp 
<;f,,r·k<> in~t nhnvr the rlnnaPr ]rvel unrl to rl~!liRl rmnlovrrR of lnhrmr 
!0 rnntinnr th11 nnliflv of 'lllnnlemrntinf." wn!!f'<; hv tl1r proviflinn of 
"'-"""nti:d fonr]<;luiTR nl ~nh'lirli•erl rnlf''l in nrrfrrrnf'r. to inrrf'nflin!:! 
r·n<;t, rlNJrnr'l.<; nllowrmcm; hrvonrl tlw lev('] nt. which they were 
1"-<faloliRllrrl lnw~rr]<; the ('nr] of 1042. 

'T'hr f'Xi<:fin" <;npnlv nnRitinn l1nR ]>cr,n f111lv rmtlinf'rl in ,,.,., 
Pirrubr~ ifl'lllCrl <:inre thf' f'lnl'lf' of ff>f' vrnr-in ciw•nlnr Nn. 1P.-F.R. 
rof ll1f' 1!ith .Tnnn~rv nTIIl ,.irrnl~r ~o. 22-F.R. nf the Ath Frhrnnry. 

Cost of living: (a) Prirr rnnfrn1 mul pmfifrainq.­
Owin<! tn !11" n11mrrow; rnonirif''l "\'\'h'r•IJ WPTI' hrin!! rPrf'ivrrl hv the 
('hirf r'onlrn11rr of T'rir.PR, Tiengnl. re_!mrrling thr, no~"linn of fiiOf'kR 
r>f fnml!ll11frs 11nd the Oovrmmrnl mnehinrr:v fnr mnkina prier 
'"'•ntml mf'n~nl"rf' pfTcdivn. the rlovernment of Tirnr.1fll llllrt!!rllff'•l 
fr,rmir,'! 1111 1mofficiul Aclvisol"\' GnmmiUrc throll!rh whir.h the 
('onfrnllrr nf"Pric·r~ r.onW mml1dn nrr'odir~nlly the pnRition re:::!nrrlin~ 
fl,,. :J\'tlilnhiJ:f.v nf ~tnr.k<: of fnorlstniT:; nt eon!rnllerl price!!. 

'T'he followin~ nomirudionfl. whicl1 were n"l'I'Nl nnon hv f1,.., 
('tnnnher' 11 Industrial AITnirn Sub-Committee nnrl the F:aslcm Tnrlin 
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c.LE., Calcutta Bled ric Supply 

Mr. G. M. Carrie, Mcssr~. Tl10mas Duff & Co., J_jrl. 

Mr. E. A. Paterson, Me.%rs. ,Tanline Skinner & Co. 

Mr. A. H. BiRhop, Messrs. C:nest, Keen, 'iVilliam~, Ltd. 

(ill) Small advances if neccsr,n:ry. 

( Hl ) 

ililili---..-~-------T < 
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(a) forwmd !be original to the Civil Pefcnee lnl'onLLnlion HuJenu, 1-J, llentinck 
~l,-cet, Calcu\la; 

(b) lwep diw d11p/ic~tc COJl}'; 

(a) fonvnlid the uriyiJJal awl ciHpliGalc to \he Dislli"t Offi,·er of llw wuwrned; 

lb)kecptl•ermnniningc:opy. 

(a) for;~~~~rdl~; orioinal oucl duplic~tc rto the District omcor of tho arm 

(b) keep the rcmainin~ copy. 

( 33 
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D.~triC'I l'l(•]Juling ,)Jinl-g-Jam nnr] O!mtnl 

ii. 'rhe Bakarg::mj Distrwl. 

Di~!t·.ct exdt1lling nlalmJaJJ!wriu Sub-

7. 'I'lH~ Xoaklirdi DisbJct 

8. 'rlJe Chittagong Disl.ti~;t, 

35) 
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such cases, nml thnL the inf,cntion.Qi (.he Government oi Jndit1 wa~ 
to collllll'i a. _tl'Unsfcr frUJ.n pet.J:ol-dri,·en traUSIJOl"L to coni gas 
producmg muts or other lurms of tnuu;purt. t:luwe thai time more 
Jtou-pctl'ul dt-.veu lmsc~ lmve become t~vailable for truu~porting 
workers, ami as t.here Js no res(rictiou on their hours of lllying, 
the ~:>ituatiou has been !lOmewlmt eus~d. 

Import Trade ·.'ControL-In l!'cbrnury the Chamber 
mh.lresKJtl the L'cutml Uovcrnmcut on a point of pmctical difficulty 
wlw.:h nruse, purtwulurly. in the cuse of shipments from America, 
under rcgulaLJOill! rdutmg to the issue of impm't hccmces under 
l'otdieatwn };u, 5U-l.'l'.U.j41 of the ;Jrd August 1941. 'l'he Chamber 
understoUtl that sucl~ licence;~ were issued n' month in advance, 
covering a two-month pel'iod; that fur example, it was possible in 
r.iuwluher 1\}41 to o~tuinlicenccll for t.}Je pur,od Janunryjl<cbrunry 
1U4:3 and, in the a,bsencc of an extension, the slupment had to 
be wade and the bills of lading dated during tlmt period. It was 

"ulso ll~lderstood that Impo1·t 'l'rade Controllers nt .the ports had 
dibcrdJon to ex lend the vnlithLy of U· licence for one further period of 
two llionth~:~ but uot Junger; if fm.ther exlem;iou wei·c necessary the 
mutter lmd to be refem·ed to Delhi. 'rim Chamber pointetl out that 
under present cJrcmuslmwes Alllericau nmm1J'acturers and supplicm 
were more often thull not unable to produC"e and arrange shipment 
ul' goodH within the extended pe1·iud of the nd.d1t.y of liceuces, owing 
partly tu 1u·uduction diilicult.ies nnd pnrtly ·to delays ·in obtaining 
shipping space, H wall therefore I"CCOIIllllCllded tp Government 
tl1at Import Trade Gon!rollers nt the ports be given discretion to 

:extend th'e- vuJ1,dity oi u licence by more than· two months, where 
there was evidence to show tJJat the. Uelay in the ~hipmcnt. of gond~ 
wa~ due to causes beyond the rontrol of im~orters. 

In reply to this recmnwcndtltion Go\'~mment stnted that the 
Chamber llnd been misinformed witll regm:d to the l"egulatlOllR 
("~J\'CL'illg the is~ue and cxtenl:!iun of licence&. Import· licences, 
<luverument pointed oitt, niight; be iSSued by, JmP,i:u't · 'l'rade 
('onlrolle.rs in two bi-monthly periotls in advance of Um period fm· 
which they were to be \'alid: A licence Valid fol' the period 
.Tauuary fFebrtllll'Y 1942 could hnve been _issued un_y time- nfter lst 
1-h•ptember 1!=141. As regnnls the extensiOn of hcenees, Import 
'J'rade Cmllrollcrs had .had the power lo ex\.ell(l J,heir wlidily for 
ol1C hi-monthiy· pcriml where c\•idenM showed th1~t ~he delay in 
.-hipment of the ~nods emwerned hnU ?l!l,!ll due to .cn-cmpst?nces 
lH·yond thC impoL"lel·' 11 rontl'Ol. InstL"Lmt,ons_Jmd) howm•er, prwr to 
th~ Chmnbcr'~ tnl,ing up the m~t,tcr, been Iss~w,d ·tim.~ Co?t~·ollcrs 
Ull~l1t now.extend t-hc.v~lidity o[ hccnces qp t.cUt :max~m11m.of two 
Li-HJuuihly periods, ftlld nppllcatitms for f!uth~t' cx-lcn~101~ tmght he 
received by them nn~ forwltnled with ihetr re~o~meh(~atJOns to the 
Government of India in the case. of goods speCified m Pnrt A of 

,-
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Importati·on of medicines from the United States, 
·-ln November, the Uhuwber udllm8sell the Uovennneut of India, 
Gomwerce Department, l"cgunling the short supply of ltledicinea ttU(\ 
dmgs in India. l3y a. re~olution datetl the Ht.h tlep!Cluber Hl4Z, an 
Advisory Panel was set up Jor the pur1m~e of advising Govermncnt 
as to which drugs and medicines (other tlm11 !.hose Llw formulae for 
wllich arc included in the oflicio.l Pharmucopoeut of t!Je exporting 
countries} it was essential lo i!HporL into India Jrow abroad. 'l'he 
reso!ution implied the coutmuuuce ol tim Jmport 'l'rude Contml on 
drugs and med.cines uuld\ the Adv.sory l'unel were in a position to 
submit, for the cons:demtion or Govemuwnt, any recommendations 
tbey had to make, 

'l'he Chamber Committee were of the opinion, in view of the 
•JtJriousnesl:l of tlle situatiou, that SOJUe ath~lllJlL llhould be made kl 
modify the existing restrictions. No supplieH were coming from the 
U.K.; no sl1ipmeutK umde after l11e lst .July eould be imported 
without a licence, und according to l11o Charubm·'s infomwtion, 
during tl1e period July /SepleHLbL'r; and nu Jicenool:! wcm issued by 

f~~~101~~:~~c;~~~-c i1;;~~!-~·~u~::~; ,,nu~-h~rc~?. a~~: 1 ~~~h~~~~~us uf~~fm:, 
considered tlmt ,my ntfmupi It> iiupo~e limita(.JonH 011 medical 
SUil}llies for tl1is country would be ill-ndl"lsed and have u deleterious 
effect on the lleu\th of the people. 

Tow:IJ'(]~ lhe end of .\Jeceiubcr a mply was received from the 

J~e~~;;~~~~~~~~n~fc~~~\~~ ~\~\~~e!~~~I'~·~;~~:W:::.;l~~~~~e~~~ ~~~~~ ~~~ 
permitted m the U. R. · ::\1edical Stores 
Committee at the India of shipments thus 
mnt!e were Jo.rwatdct1 Ir e Government of 
1ndm, wlwreupon. the necessary import licences were issued in 
atlvtmce of the Ul'rJVa\ of tile goods concerned. 

Tt W~s poi11ted out that this :UTrmgmnml{ was n tcmporury cne 
nnd tlmt It was lm]Jcd to adopt a more pcuuanent and Mo.tisfuctory 
sy_si?UI at a Iuter d~te when it had been Jlossible to assess tl1c 

~:;1~~~~;~ ';:i: nT~~djtr c~~~i~ c~~;~~?e.an~h~mj;~~~~;.~~~~;~~ti ~~ tJQ0;::~1~~: 
~~~~~~::(~u~~~~e:l~~~~h~~t:~~t;~r;~~~~~l~~t~ .'~~ld serve to bring 

Lease and 
remuneration i 
regard to goods 
ap;011ts in India wlm, as repr 
dcvot_ing n considerable nmount of 
rc!lpcet of orders which the Indian 

d dealers' 
rent'lered in 
of dealer& m1d 

icnn fi1•ms wm·e 
nne] expense in 

nrc now plncing 
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profit~ tax \Hio. alt~u attached. A Iuter circulur, No. ~57-1U4-J, sot 
out Lhu oouJJtwll~ subj~Cct lU wluch uxpendJtm·e on cauwuilugc 
mcnsure~ would Uc aam uccoptcd as l'CVUllUO expilllditure. 

Contributions to War ,Charities: Allowance as a 
charge for excess profits tax purposes.-A member of tho.. 
A~~ociuted Clmm!Jurg agaiJJ mised tlw IJUOI>Lion of udwitting m; a 
clmt·ge fur excess profits tax purposes specific contributions to a 
War l'tuposce- l•'und JnUlk' IJy firm~, companies and individuals, 
Iu HJ·10 tho suggo~tiuu wu~o~ made lu Lhc AI!IIOOmLed Chambers tha,L 
euntrilllltJoitll Lu war uml oLlicr clmriLics should be allowed lUI ~~ 
rcvcuuc d1urgc [or cXl'CH~-> proftis, income, und super-tax purposes, 
lmL the wo1ghL of upiuiull wu:; ugaiw;i laking ucLion to luLVc this 
pul hel"m·c UuvcrUHJelll.. IL wa~ felt by the constituent Cba·111ber 
ll'hieh prcviou~ly mi!lcd t lw ~JUCiltJuu 1.lmt a specific contrib11Lion 
to a .\\,tr Pmposes Fuud is ea~ily dislinguislmblc from moucyH 
clmlril.lllkd to a clunilttble fund or institution. 

Til,• Bengal Chnml)('l C'ould not ,;cc ilH way to suppurL the 
I'C('()JJJIII<'II<Iati'n' U1at Ll11' ('clllml l1oanl of Revenue he approue!1cd 
in ti<J~ ''"1\ncrtion. It:-< t'l'n~Jill>~ wm·c the same u~ were o.dvnnced 
awunsl the proposal i11 1!110, a1al in addition, the Chnmhcr 
J•onKidei'Cd it. virtm~lly imp[u-;sihle to draw up n full list of whn.i 
might he 1nchuled within the ~>cepe of tho term "War Purposes 
Fuwl"; nor was it thought probable tlu~l. the proposed eonccAsion 
1\'ulrld lmw any psyclwlogienl cn:Cct 011 t]JC contributions to such 
fund~. 

lllf<ll'llllltiotl wal-l :-.JJ]JscquCJJtly rm·rivml from the Ass•Jcintea 
('liilllt~>t•r'A 1\mt the proposal had ng-uin fuilccl by a subst.,mtial 
lllollllltlv lo ;.!Hill 1\JC folllJIJlOI't or t]J(' cormtitue-ni Chambers, nnd that 
11o ad ion would therefore bo tnkcn. 

Taxation of interest on Defence Loans.-Regnrding 
('tllllrilmliml~> t:o Oovcrnmcnt of Tndia Defence J .... on.ns the issue 
pri1'P nf whieh is incren~>Nl by the net. amount of interest for tho 
hmk<'ll prriml upln the <l:t(p ;1f plll'rhnsc, <lovcmment <lc('i~lcd thn.t 
111 ~1U'l1 r11~cs the invesiot· fllwuhl }JC assesRed only on the (hiTercncl' 
h(•hl'rl'n tile intercAt rcerivPd for the half yenr n.nd tlJC increase in 
prie(' paid to Government J'C]l!'Cl'!Oniblg" intel'cst for Uw hrokm1 
period. 

'l'he instJ-nctions of I he Bonrd of Rovom10 in (,hi A connection 
WPrP iss1w~l hy t.l1e C:llflmhel' to tlw lwuds of memhel' fi1'1ns in Mny. 

Pnrchase of Defence Savings ·Certificates by :firms 
on behalf 'Of th-eir eroployees.-Tn connectim1 wi!h advm1r.cs 
h.v fit·m,. to their employees for tl10 p11!cbn~c of Drfrn<'c Rnvill::!~ 
Cm·l.ifimte~. t110 Clmmber mprodueml m CJrcllinr No. !JB-1942 a 
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resP"onse to the recommendation was not satisf~etory, and a list of 
names of men, who had, in the Uhumller's opmion, no reason or 
inadequate reason for remttining in ihe Heserve or Emergency 
Reserve, was forwarded to the :t-;ational Service Advisory Committee 
for further action. 

lu Juuuary, iollowing upon correspondence exchanged between 
tlte C'akutta Area Command~¥ and the Calcutta Scottish setting 
out the tcr~ns on which the l!:mergency l{eserve C~ID.pl!,Ily nught be 
absorbed mto the active strength of the un1t, the Chamber 
commended these terms to the serious attention of members. The 
response to this further recommendation was not very satisfactory, 
and the Chamber Committee were of the opinion that the 
Kntionul Service Advisory Committee should follow up the efforts 
made by the Chamber to influence enrolment in the Auxili.a.ry Forces 
or trun~ft.'t' to the active list from the reserve. 

OtlJel' pointe of importrrnce which the Chamber bas taken up 
CO!l('Cl'll {a) the manning of anli-airuruH machine gun posts, (b) the 
procedure to be adopted on the occurrence of air raids, (c) the 
wearing of uniforms, (d) denin.l policy and (c) embodiment. 

\Vith regard to embodiment, authoritative informa-tion received 
by the Uhrrmber was given to members in circular letter 
:No. :WM-1942 of ihe 16th May. This circular Jetter was followed up 
by !t.nother issued in .Tune informing members that a.n assurance ha<l. 
been received that, provided the m.ilitnry situat10n did not preclude 
such 11 com'f;e, the Officer Cornrnunding the Calcutta Area wo11ld 
conBnlt the .President of the Chamber before the issue of orders for 
the embodiment of any unit of the Auxiliary Force in the Calcutta 
Area. 

National .Service: Subjects of Eire.-A member who~e 
Em·openn staff' had been considerably depJ.eted by ~1e dema~ds_ of 
natumal servicCJ consulted the Chamber on the questwn of brmgmg 
out rulditional staff from Eire. The Chamber ascertained from 
the Natiolllll Service Advisory Committee that subjects of. Eire, 
which is described as a Dominion in the St.atute of Westmmster, 
1931, are Elll'opean British ~ubjects und~~· the J:<ationul Sc!'V_ice 
Act. The Government of Jndm, however, !S npplymg to Domm10n 
subjects the United Kingdom rule that the~ shoul.d not be conscripted 
until they have been for two year~ restdeD;t m the country: . A 
subject of Eire brought out to lnchn. t~ re!Jeve t~c sta~ yos1bon 
would he protected by this rul~, bnt 1f ~n the1r ?pmwn. the 
employer's position warranted It, the Nntwnal S~rvme AdvJsory 
Committee 0011Jd nevertheless recommend the cnlhng up of some 
other European British subject in the firm. 



·c ol > 

the outrnnw of the Sub-Committee's investigations and their 
recommendatiow. wel"e commuuicnte(l lo all memhe11! of the 

Chambct·. 

As rnrmhrrfl nt·c nwnrc, the whole (]llCstion of the supplies of 
paper aynilahl{' for rommC'l'C';nl nnd indtmtt·inl pnrposes umler the 
Pnper Control 0!'1lrr wall tlw ~nhiert of n resolution nt the recent 
Annnnl '\!ro>ting of thl' AHflnC'intcd Chmnhct•s. Negotintions nrc in 
progrr~~ with n virw to nl least onc-lhinl of the nvnilnhlc Stlpp\ies 
being rrlt·a~t·tl for rommercinl, inclm;lrinl and genernl consumption. 

Emergent curtailment of train services due to war 
conditions.-Tn 1\fnrch t'irenlnr No. 72-1942 reproduced for 
mrmhrr~· infnrnmtinn n letter if:>mccl jointly hy the Enst Indinn, 
Brn!!al Nagpm nnd neng-nl & ARR!Iffi Railwayfl, !'letting fm·tll the 
prohlrm<: ,,·ith whirh thf'RC Railway Administrations were faeecl 
1111rl~r prr<rnt eonclitionR, anclJ·eqtlcsletl the ro-operntion of membet•s 
in rtll'l:tiling- pm111e>nger traffic. · 

oln ronnection with thiscire11lar a mrmber, taking steps to avoid 
unnrr·p~-arv r:11l lmvr1 ]JY iiR fllnfT. informed the Chamber Hmt 
nrrnn!f•'fllrJlts lHirl hcNl mnde for cliRtri\mtory centres fh1·onghout 
India hrlong-ill!T to Hm ft1m to he Yi~il('rl onre every f,'".'O montllR 
instearl of monthlv a" previmll'lly. '1'l1e> Chamber rccommenclerl that 
othrr mrmhl'rR wi1l1 lnrge !lf'alC' ~ale~ orp:ani~alionR adopt a. Flimilnr 
prorrrlm·C', if po.~flihle, tlm,.; tmhfltnntin.lly re<h1cing passenger 
trnwlling. 

Tyre Rationing Order, 1942.-The provisions of the Tyre 
Rntioning Order. Hl42 waR published in the Gazel.fc of India dated 
13th June, nncl the attention of members concemeil was especially 
dnn' n to prm·i~ion 5 of the Order, tlm effect of which wns to require 
hilrr r1lia all tho~ who own Rix or more commercial vehicles to 
Rubmit in duplirrrtc io the Controller of Rubber ~fanufactnres, 
Drpnrtment of Rnpply, New Delhi, n rclmn of thmr tyro stocks 
not ln!C'1· lhnn thC' 24111 June 1~142. 

'!'hi~ information wns is!lned to members in circnlnr No. 167-1042 
1o which the nercs~rtr'\' form to he utilised for the return of stocks 
Wl\:< ntlnehed. . · 

The 'Registration of Transferred . Companies 
Ordinance 1942 -On the 8th OctolJCr 1942, Ordma.nce No. r_.IV 
1\"a:-. p1~>mnlg-1~led by .the Government of Tndi~ t.o prov~de fo~· e_nnhling 
(·ompanie~ incorporntcd by or unde.r the l~'Y m fo~e m cerhu_n pnrts 
,f TliH Mnjc.~ty'H nominim1s ontsJd_e.nntiSI~ Indm. lo contmt1e to 
~>pC'rate cff.ectivcly by r~movnl to Bnhsh Indw. 
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The Chamber's.circulnr No. 25!1-1942 appended a copy of the 
Ordinance. Rules under tlw Ordinance hnvo since been 
pHblished. 

Supplies of beer from the U. K.-Thc Cllllmbcr wnB 
asked 1o give SllJlport to rcpresentntions mndo to the Govcmment 
of India by tl1e Wine Spirit & Beer As~ocint.ion of Tndi:l' regnrding 
the serious shortage of beer snpplicf! from the United J{ingtlom 
caused by the demands on the restricted shipmente permitted. 

In nrlareMin~ Government i11 .Tunc on thBo!llJbject it was poinicd 
ant hy the n!wmher tlmt a decision l1nd been mrrde in Great 13riW.in 
at tllc hegilm:nrr of 1042 thai onlv OllC'-llJinl of t!Je qmmtity or 
beer shipped to India in 1940 would he rwnilnblc for export durin.!! 
the current ycnr, Tl1is cleciRion-nrrordin,!! to the ChamhRr's 
information-had heen taken on tho stl'en,!!th of nrlvice givrm hv 
tl1e Goyernment of India, llnxmgh the India Office, thnt the 
requirements of fluops wonld llP mPt from !lUpplies available c.r. 
Indian breweries. The fnlsii~' of this as~nmp!ion WIIR evidmlCed hy 
t.he statement of the Wine !Spirit & Re{'l' Asflorintion of India t.lmt 
the Indian hrewcriefl were nnahle to l'llltisf.v military dC'manils, with 
the result tlmt militat'Y requimmC'nh lmd t.o be mrt from the 
reshicted imports fmm tl1c United Ringclom. 

The Cham bel' fl1crefore flllggested in the intm·ests of t11e tr11de 
tl1at tlJC qnest.ion of pet1nissiblo exporh of hec1· from the United 
Kingdom be reviewed in il1c light of the altered circtlmstnnccs 
caused by the recent influx of troops into this country. 

Government'~; reply to the l'Pcommcmdations mnile was to the 
effect tl1nt in tl1c present cil'<'umfllanrcs it wa11 Pon11iclm·eil tlmt tho 
issl1ing of licences for thl:' iln110rt of hl:'eJ· frnm tlw TJnitcil l{in~dom 
could ~ot l1e just.ificd, ana tl1at hotl1 tll(' eiyiJ:mii militnry pop11lntion 
~u~t m f'11fm:e depend on lle('r hl'PWNl in Tnrlia, log-l'ther with ~nl:'h 
~nntied flnpph~s. ns mny hcC'ome nvnilnl1le from A11<:trnlin. Restlicf~rl 
1mporfs of spmls wonld, howoYn, be pi:'J·mi!trcl. 

Telephone · .-lllnrlv in 
1942 ~he 'Ren!!al 'r: ll'e Chnlnhrr 
on tl~c ~nhiP('t of ~ . ~ nrr nf tPknl1on~ linfl~ 
to p11Votc e.xr.lHnl.gcs. ~Jt.JJ tl1P inhoilnrlirm of 'Rf'n«11J Time 1111rl 
the chnn~~ m nffice wm·kme- l1om•R, f.JJe l1om·s of ,.,.011nina-hPiwl:'en 
10 ,u.r. nnil 6 J>.J.r. on Week rl1n•R nnrl hetw~en 10 A.M. nnil 3 'P.M. 
nn SnttJrdnvs-no lonacJ' l'cnel:'tNl tl1p 11Siml oflil:'r honr~. Thr 
(Jllomber tllPrcfm:c l'ecommenrlcd, nnrl t!JP TPl"]JllOnp Cm']}nrntion 
subsequently can·wrl ont, 11 ('hnnac in t.]Jc l'Otl11! of gronping-. 

Tr~nsuort. a','ld bali~Q; _of il~te anr't iute goods.- A 
change m the cx1stmg practJI:'e 1n bnhng mnnufnchJreil jute goodb 
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purp<llleB of the hnsincs~. In dc.ci•ling wlu1t moneys are required lor tl111 purposea 
alB buoiueso, regard will be- pn1d to nn)' lllt:rcascod stock•.CIIrri,d. mcreued dehta 

;:\~gsnblt~h~heb~%~~~ '~fo~i~;de~;,,~,~~~;lc;~:\,',',~ ~~~~~~,{;::~:n:c"sp~~t ":rh~~x~~~~~ 
divul•n.ds, etc. ln the npphcnt1on of ·the ltulc, Excess J'rofits 'fa,x Offi~ers are 
b<'ingmslrueted.,as follows:-

(l) thnt in'l"cslmcnl" 111 Treasury Bill" lm\·e to be treated nn the earne bnsi• 
., bnnk d~pn•il~ nnd other money" capable or re11dy realisation; 

(2) D<'l•:noo Bond• mmo\. be oonsideJ'I!d from tLc (>Oint of view of 'l'lh~thcr the 
inl'eil~ent '" hkcly to be of n pormanent ora temporary character. If in fnctnnd 

~~E:~:dtl;~;•'•::~~:Ji•~:~i~i:~;~t~;yi1:;~~!~';"l~,:J~,~.!n:~~mci~vc~~~~:n~~m~~~ 
(:I) TMt•llt~· Bonds pmcha~<t•<l with monoy nrioing from tl1e renliswtion of 

!nvc•tm""t" pi'I'VII>U•ly axelllded from excess proflt~ tal< capital should, howner, 
1n geucral b~ t•xdudod; • 

14) Pefent•o I1o1Hls p1m·hns~d with borrowOO monry 5110111d also he el!chl(le<l. 

Excess Profits Tax: Se'k>ff of deficiencies: 
Changes in partnerships.--.'\ member drew the attention of 
thr Ch:uuhcr to the position in the United Kingdom in regard to the 
death or rf'tircment of u member of a pnrlnership firm. 'l'he Board 
of Inl:t~Hl Hrvenne prnctice is to allow the continuing parlnerf\ 
apprnp11alf' rrhef in respect of deficiencies arising before or after 
Ute dumge. The Chamber's Tncome Tax Snb.Committee were 
of the opinion tlmt the Central Board of Re\•enue should he asked 
to gtant sinulnr 1·elief in Tndia. This was done, and in circllinr 
No. 18.'1-l!WJ the Chamber reprodneed n letter issued by the CentJ:al 
Bont·d of H€'wnut> stating the decisions arrived at by them. These 
dec1~iom were regarded as sA.tisfaetory by the Chamber and no 
further ndion was taken. 

Further information peduining to tl1is question ":as 
!'Ommnnieated to memben in cirenlnr No. 303.1942 of the 29th 
December. 

Excess Profits Tax: United Kingdom and India. 
double excess pr·ofits tax relief: Claim under 
Sectlon 11(1): Procedure.-In circular No. 97·Ul42, the 
~hamber reproduced, for the information of members, a letter 
!Ssue<l hy the Commissioner of Income.tax (Centrall, Calcutta, to all 
Exem;s Profits· Tax Officel'S, giving 11 snmm.nry of the procedm·c 
devised to facilitate the q11ick disposa.l of cla~ms for donbl~ e~ce!:'s 
!Jrofits tax paid in India. and in the United :Km~nlmn for romculent 
rhn.rgeable accounting periods. 

A member. who received demands for returns from the Excess 
Profits Tax Officers of Ccchin and Travancore St.at_es ke~t the 
Chamber in toneh with the pOsition. In the opmmn of the 





( 60 ) ( 61 



,'( 'G2 ) 

Indian Income Tax Rules: Dividends and interest 
nn debentures: Certificates of payment of income· 
tax: Is suo of duplicates.-Sewral drnfts of propo~ca 
Hmrndnu:nts io t11e Tntli1111 Tncome-tux R11lcs were rcceiyetl and 
lloleLl w1tho11t comment h~· the Clmmber. Ticgnnling the prorednre 
which tlw Ccnh"<>l Jlonrd of Rf'venne propo.~9d .to lny down in 
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top 
"Dnplicn,te issned for original 

No. date " 
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Indian Companies Act: Section 8'1.-'I'he need for u 
Jno1lifi('al.ion of ~ed.ion 87 of the T:nrliun Companies Act, with the 
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Indian Electricity 
amendruents.-Acting on 
Sub-Committee. the Cbumher 
Goyermnent of Bengal in 
Indian Electricity Board on 
BlectricityRules:-

( 72 ) 73) 
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he in!Oerfed 

l] 1,11r·lwr rn:'-Z''I no ohjedions to the fo1krwinp: nmendmenfs 

f.i, tbP "-1lktitntinn (,f the follo'l"in::o: rule for rule G :-
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'l'he draft Rules were :-

Proposed amendment of the Transfe1' of Property 
Act, 1882, iu regard to the assignabilitY of marine 
insurance policies and subrogation.-In 1936 o.nd agtlin in 



( 82 
83 ) 

Proposed abolition of deferred 
were made of the Chamber l1y f,]JC C'f!lClJt.ta 
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Special Haj Enquiry R'eport.-In commltat,ion with the 
Shipping ·Snh-Committee and the interests' affedeC! by it, tho 
Chamber considered the Special Raj F,nquiry Report. by 
11'fr . .T. A. Rahim. r.c.s. The views of the Chamber on cert.tLin of 
the recommendations made in tho Report were communicated to 
G<wernment. 

Camps for stevedoring labour employed In the 
port of ·Calcuttlt.-The development of t.he war in Maln.ya and 
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In expressing satisfaction with this UlT~ngement, the Chamber 

raised a point in respect of difficulties whwh frequently arose in 
obtaining delivery of cargo because the consignee ~t tbis end did 
not receive particulars of the shipping and insurance charges 
necessary for Customs II.SSessment. iit was suggested, therefore, tha~ 
::nTaDgements might be made for airgraph copies of freight notes 
to be accepted by the Customs Authorities in India on the same 
terms as applied to the acceptance of airgraph invoices. 

The Ministry of War Transport Representative stated 
in reply f.hat neither the Central Board of Hevenue nor the Customs 
Authorities would be likely to raise any objection to the invoice 
being submitted in two partS :-

(a) the value of the goods; 

(b) an airgraph advice of shipping and insurance charges. 

Proposed Airgraph Money Order Service.-Tl~e 
Postmaster-General, Bengal & Assam Circle, requested an 
expression of the Chamber's views on the subject of the proposed 
introduction of an Airgraph Money Order Service for small 
remittances io the United Kingdom. It was suggested that such 
remittances be limited to £10. The Chamber Committee, in 
advising the Postmaster-General that they favoured the innovation 
of the project, said that they thought it would prove a welcome one. 

Airgra.phs: Supplies tOf forms.-The ili.fficulty 
e::perienced by business ltouses in obtaining adequate supplies of 
a1rgraph forms from post offices was the subject of a letter addressed 
to the Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle. 

The Chamber appreciated the need for care on the part of tl1e 
Postal DeJ?artment in making forms available, having regard to 
t~e necess1ty for ~onomising in paper, and also the misuse of 
nll'grD:ph forms wh1ch had been prevalent. It was felt, however, 

~~~t ~~:e~~!db~6e~bab1:~~d ~u~~~e~0~!~~~~ara:t~ !~a:e: !0e~~ 
!:ider~B~~;:~~ two suggestions we~ put forward for 

whereby business 
supplies of forms 

'n writing; or 
(b) tllat permi~ion should be obtained by th Chamber to 

~~~ti~~t~ph forms and supply fuem to its 
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t.ook , n? excepLion to this particular lit ft ' 
~~lli~~~~~ provisions of the Bill, the ~llar::~:;en~~ t~~ 
scek;l~e s~d dmft amrmamrm~ of the Aet rc 8 

~~he no A~~?~~=eet~~n£~~:~:. ~:~:~w~{ ~!~~~ a~1!tj~e~~F~~~; ~~~\~ 
, o wmg terms wns unanimously ndoptc:t~n mec!.iJig 

whole problem 

i In this_ case also, no offici . to be preferred. 

ntroduced m the Central Leg~l:t;:~dmg legislation has yet been 

opini!0~:~e~~ pay.-Lnst May tb 
of India's draft F t c~ment of Bengal a ° Chamber received for 
two objects i_n vi~c Cries {Amendment) niliro;_9o1 the Government 
for workers in non~;::e ~ (a) the eecurin ' f -t . The Bill lmrl 

na factories nnd fb) t~Id~:vJ:~~~ pdr 
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componsntory holidays for workers who al"C deprived of thalr weekly 
days of rest nnder sub-section (1) of section 85 of the Fnetories Act, 
by the insertion of a new section-49F. 

After consulting tha Industrial Affairfl Bub-Committee, the 
Chamber Committee replied to the Government of Beng~ in the 

following terms :-
The Chamber hn• no objection to thia lattor am!lPdmcnt. but only Oil tim 

nu~orslonding t.ha.t it is made clear thnt it is not the intention that the 
comronse.Wry holida~ •houLd be given with pay. •ro do so wonld involve nn 
unwammtnblc rli•ot•minlltion hctwcon W>:11'kcl'B omtitl,crl to such oompen•atbry 

~~d;~s:r;t o~'cthli:r~i:;;n~:ri;1c o~,:~l'l!n~7tio~~ ~~ti: ~~tl:~esCI~~i~:;'t!: 
nnw C'l•aptcr TVA cntitlerl "HoJ:.dnyfi with pay". 

form whi<·lJ the soundne•" of the principle;., not in diapll!O, the Chamber for practic&blc rcaaons 
Ill! coMi•lcntly .l•a<i to <liorollntennne<l nny legislative sclumtc for holido.ys wit\1 
pay ~nd hn• m.,mlnincd thn.t the evolntion of eucl1 a schcmo mud M this atago 

~-~~)of::': ~~o~1:,'~'':"~P:lo;.v,::'~,!i:'~;:,:fidl~0vti~<:l~n:nfrll~y"0io~r:! rollcc>livcly. Thn Government of India havo :~· · •mdo ol <lm odmloh"""~ 

in India'~ industrial eircnmatanees co 
which make a lcgiRio.tive scheme ~ore renaible Imlay than when the mn.tlcr was 
last oon•idercd by Government in commltation with <lmployol'fi e.n<i othcra. 

C~~n<l woul<l TOau1t mcrr1y in a •rna . • . . • 
aclnevmjt tloo purpose which the propo•od l~•alat10n hna 111 VI!"~"· An !l()UlvAlcnt, 
fl'<'qncntly a grenl<"r incrMBe in romnnerntion is already obl!nnod by the worker 
under tho leave wiih pay a.rrnngcmcnt which many employcl"JI ,.\ready h"'vo in 
opcr,.tinn and which arc designed to suit tho local conditions and obs(ll'Vnl!CM of th.U • ·von tloat the Ohambcrags.in 

It is understood that the Government of India intend to 
mtroduce an amending bill during the culTent Sessio~ of the Central 
Legifllaturc but the terms of the billnre not yet avatlable. 

Jute mill industry: Restriction a~d ratio~a~isattion 
of pl"oduction.-The Indian Jnte Mil!s Assomatton, were 
nddrefl'Sed in ,June by tlte Government of Indm on the questiOn of 
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(i~) tile improvements r~quired in ' 
ava·il~bility of the additional rsuch bn~ets and the 
cnnj'mg out snch improvemenf": matenals needed for 

(iii) the e~ient of tile basket-rna~~ in . 
provmoos; the exteJJt to which it~ b ~ustry ~n the 
on a factory scale; the locuti s em~ carrJed on, 

. deta-iled information ubont th~nfa~L;.J~~.~~::~r~ and 
(tv) the difficulties like! to b . . . y' and 

production of IJI~kets ~r~~e~;~nce(~i~ mcreas!ng the 

i~J ~:g,~~fsa~~o~n~·f ml~Clinl.s, (b) Psnppi/fof VJ~bou~f 
marketing of the li~cl duc.twn, and (d) transport and 
oJ:o remove tlJese ilifucul~~ts: and the measures required 

"omm0~,m,,.:;',',~a''1 "Gnd sngaestion.. r '" ' ... ... o overnm~nt. " rom members have been 

.CivU Defence. I d t . 
Under tl1e chnirmanshi~ ~ t~= r~al Advis~ry Oommittee.­
ment of Bengal, a small T d .P1recto_r of ClVil Defence, Govern­
for t-Im purpose of ensuri~" t~sttm] .Ad':ISO~ Committee was formed 
~ensures considered naces,., o-ordJ~atJOn m all passive defence 
~ndustrial area and of ad 8~2'1 for mdustrial units in the Calcutta 
Importance in tha protect· VlSI~g Govemment on any mu,tters of 

Member~ were aske li~n o. such units. 
Chamber particulars of ra~; ~~rc~lar No, ~4-1942 to submit to the 
necessary, to tile Industria) A:Ju. le expenen.ced, for reference, if 

.Mr. J. R. Bnrder . VISO? CommJttee, 
Chan·man of llw T!last.drnVICe-~resJdent of the Chamber and 
~der~tion of India, :.erved Tmha Committee of the Em~loyers 

rnm1ttee. as a member of the Industrial Advisory 

·Utilisation, -of ind 
!:ari:C~rious non-technical !~~~~ l'ese.arches.-Dnring tl1e 
fo:!ara~f btbethConncil of Scientificnve db~n published under the 
One note ~ · e "Chamber to memban ~dustrial Research, an•l 
manufaetn:: ;rea to .a · · ers With industrial interests. 
of which has al~~:stitnte 
~a:~~f::;:~e~f the n::~d 
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MU!NIOIPAL. 

Corporation of Calcutta': Licensed Warehouse and 
Fire Brigade Act: Pl'Oposed tax on fire insurance 
companies-·-The Chamber was furnished with n. copy of the 
resolutions adopted by tim Calcutta Corporation nt a special meeting 
held in March to consider the recommendations of the Budget 
Specia.l Committee. Among the recommendations which the 
Corporation forwnrded to Government for consideration woo the 
following:-

(4){11. That tho Provincia,\ Government be approached for introducing n. Bill 
in thn Lcgiolnturn lor amending Um Lioonscd Warehouse nnd Fire Brigade Aet 
of 1893 to the eJI"oot that in case <the receipts in the Lioonscd Wn.rehousn Fund aro 
not sufficient to meet half of ililm Corporntiou oontrllmtion to the Firo Brigndo, 
lbcdclicit will ho ma.do 'lP by Government. 

(il) 'lba.t in the opinion or tho Committee a tnx ehonld ba lavied on \he firo 
iasura1100 oompo.niCll e.nd tho ncceasaryllCtion bo taken in 1te mo.tler. 

The Chamber informed the Ew-opea.n Group in the Bengal 
Legislature and the Emopean Group in the Corporation that the 
Committee viewed with concern the resolution referring to :fire 
insurance companies, and in consulto,tion with the Calcutta 
Insurance Association put forward g~.-ounds on which to oppose it. 

Geueral Municipal Election in 1943.-The Cbnmber 
was informed that a statement by the Chief Executive Officer to 
the Calcutta CorpOl'ation at a meeting of that body held in March 
concerned the question of a. general municipal electiqn, which was 
due at the end of Ma.rch 1943. lif there were to be an election 
then it would be necessary for the Election Department to prepare 1 
new electorn.l rolls. It was felt by the Chief Executive Officer that ~~~-' . 
owing to the number of people who had left the city, the possibilit"y ~ 
of further evacuation, and the circumstances generally, the 
preparation of new electoral rolls at that time would be fe.r from 
satisfactory. 

It has been laid down that a new electoral roll must be prepared 
every three years-or less should the local Government so rnle­
from the date of re-publication of. the last elec.~oral roll. ilJn_Jess 
the role were modified the CorporatiOn had no opt1on but to con~tder 
preparing a new roll. In addition to ~he amount of w?I'k requm:'d, 
the preparation involves heavy expenditure, a.nd.the Ch1ef Execut1ve 
Officer desired a ruling from the CorpomtJon .as to . whether 
the Election Department should set to work Jmmedmtely , or 
whether Government should be asked. to po~one the preparation 
of a new electornl roll until a more suitable tune. 

The Chamber Committee agreed that it was not 3; suitab~e 
time to expend time and money on en?h work a~d :utv1sed t~CJr 
representatives in the Corporation accordmgly. Tins Vlew prev111led 
in the Corporation and was accepted by Government. 
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ll'IISCELL.&NEOUS. 

Examinati,on of books by Government Cost 
Accounts !Qfficers.-'J'he Chamber Committee lmd before them 
~opies of correspondence exchanged between the Pa.int Supply 

.1 :----~-----llill!i::C 
i 
J 



::?.\;;,:~::~i~1~:0'Bt!\lllped receipts in 
in the mn.iu in flwour 0 rcCltl\ed refetTed to in last 
company in Lbe month of jt!Io nbandomnent f t~bt members were 
to the enforcement of~~~ 11P of the Clm.mb 0 _ .a practice. One 
The Committee of tb llg procedure by n OJ: ~!BOd an objection 
opportune to press for ~ Chmn?e~· <lia 110~,' ~~rrg;tnry Autl10rities. 

ny vurw.tton of tho existin;tp~:ti~,!~~hfu: 

i( 107 ) 

had been u _long- _Rtm:ding' ?nc m. eol'l-run Govcmmcut Departments, 
more t>llpN·.mlly 111 Vlt'W ol, llw _lnrl. ~hnt. t-horo lmtl never been nny 

~~~ o:1 ,;;:~;~re 1111~y Jll~)~l-m~J:;;l m1~f,nt.1~~~ o1~l'll;~~il'~lu~~b~~,~~~-~~·~~~c~·i 
Departments or other nnl-luwiJ.ie~ who hnvc not hitherto followorl H. 

Commo1·cial litigation: Arbitration-Indian Sale 
of Goods Act.--'l'lw Associt1Lecl Clmmbem nf Gommcree of India 
rcqueA!·l'<l thr view~ nf (.]w Ghnmber on n Rng-~cst.ion of (.be Rnrncl1i 
(\]l!\lllht'l' {.]m( !I ('OIJ(.rdlll{,iOll he Hl!ll]c. inwa!'dll (,]1(' t'Ofl(, or !tTl !l]lpen\ 
to T'riv,v Council ng-nimd. t-llC dcdsi011 ot' tllC Punjnh Hig-h Court 
on n <'aRt' in which it hn:l been lwlcl (,\mt, becuusc tho contrnct in 
question hnd bern l'ORC'inded or fntRLntictl, (.\to pnrt.h.'R wore tlcbnJTctl 
from rccmH'RO !o tho nrhilml.ion proviAiom; of (.]to contrnct.. 

Tlw Connnitt.co of tho Chatllhm· tl!rl uot. eonRitlm• tlm!. j,J\0 issue 
involn•tl Willi of Rllffi('ient g-eneml impor!.anco i.o tltc cnmmcrcinl 
comtmmiLy to justify n!.ililling t.lto fnml~ of (.he Chamber in 
snppoding Stlt'h an nppenl, and sttg-g-est.etl n more simple nnd 
erntH.nJti<'nl mot.hnd of nvoitlitt!! lli1Ch dcciRinnJO in (.ltl' Jntnrc, nnmcly 
tlnd. of amending the form of eont.racb !o provitk fm· l'OlrLimmnco 
of rel'OI11'Re 1o tho nrhilrntion dnmte. 

Jute Futtn-es Enquiry by Professor J. A. Todd.­
Tlm Rprrinl Officci· (.Tnle) to Ute ('lovrmmcmt. or Bonp;nl m;\;:ed !.he 
Chnmher to Rubmit eommcnt.s on ProfrRROI' ']'odd's Report on the 
Working of (.lw .Titl;e nlHl Hessinn ]l'ttt.m·cR Mnt•kct in Cnlentta, 
Mnrch/lJeccmbor 1fH1. 

'T'hc Ghnmhm· rofrtTctl t.he mnMer to the spoeinl Committee 
IIJlpointrtl last ycnr to consider this qnes\.ion. Thill Committee 
iuolmleR repre!lentnt.ives or nil t-he ".Tille" AsflOein..t.ions {'.0\lllectecl 
with tho Oltmnhet• nncl (,]wso lnt.ter nnnnimOIJRiy ndhcrecl to the 
view OXJll'CBRml thrm1gh t.ltc Cho,mhl'r in l?<ll, namely tll_nt tl1e 
wl10lo qnesLion or jute fntnres should be !of!. m nbeyn.ncc nni.tl nfle1· 
the wnr. 

All-India Radio: •Commercial bullatins.-Mcnt.ioll 
wns macle in t.ho JJJ41 Report of (,he refer0110e rcceivocl from t-he 
ARSOCiaf,ccl Chnmhers ill connection wit.h the periodic brondcnsting 
of t•ommercinl btlllof,ins, nn itmovn1-iml which wns being co~sidercd 
hv All-Tndin Timlio. [loving consnllecl tho commermn..l nnd 
iTtdnRt.rinl AsRocinl.ionll cmmcdccl wWt it., the Chnmhor snhflequently 
informed t.ho Assocoini.ccl Chnmhern thnt, Ute v_iew of the maj~rity 
of t.ltese interosLB ancl of t-he Clwmher Cmmm!-teo, wnfl thnt httlc 
real ynlne nml p~rhnvs some lmrm wm;lcl_he hk,ely lo resnlt from 
the [l(loption of tho proposal t.lmt per1~tl1e Rl_Jmt !.nlks sl;mtlc1 be 
bronclcnst by All*Tncli1~ 11ntlio on comn_totMy J1l'lces, econo~tc tL-cnds 
nnd economic surveys. SnlJRtantmlly the, 1111me VICW wns 
commnnic(l.tcd to AU-Imli:t Rndio by tl10 A~socml.ed Ohn.mbers, 
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The late H nr 
deatl1 of Mr. R. M · R · Ra:vwood C 1 
by the Committe. 7w~orl on tl1e iHh 'ME.-The news of tlw 
~fr. Fin:ywooi! joineed ~b t~e Chflm]Jer withrch 194-2 was received 

ecame Secrcf.nx:v in 19~ 8 ~iT of the Renrr 1 very deep regreL 
)ea;s. Rc wn~ "rrwari!~rt\t wlliclJ capaci~ ?hnmber in 18fl6 nnrl 
rn~mg- the wm· nntl . lc O.T.E. in 1!}22.f le served for twenty 
rci.Jreme~t from Tnah 1fmediatc posi-w m· fle~ces performed 
Intenw.twnal Tea Com . le !ook up the nr pcrJOtls. After ]Ji~ 
September 1940. Tmttec In 1933 r~nd ; l'Sccr;tnryship of the 

0 mq1lls]Jed thnt post in 
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FINANCE AND A'CCOUNTS. 

Chamber.-Thc reduction in ihc capital of the Chamber in 

JflJ:! amounts tons. 87,191.-14-1. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce c1cficit. . . Rs. 79,3132 12 8 

Royal Exchange deficit 7,829 1 5 

Deduction R&. 87,191 14 1 

The corresponding figm·es for 1941 were:-

Bengal Olmmbcr of Commerce c1cfidt . Rs. 31,597 8 9 

Royal Exchange deficit , 7,477 10 6 

Deduction Rs. 39,075 3 3 

The Income and Expenditure for 1941 and 1942 are as 

follows:-

I11come:-

Members' subscriptions 

~Ionthly contributions 

Arhitrat.ion rces 

Cert,ificates of Origin 

Interest nnd rent received, less 
for tu,xes, repairs and 

charges ... 

Strike Certificate fees 
on furniture :mel 

Profit on re-vahmtion of invest­
ments 

1941 

Rs. 7'2,825 

2,51,822 

32,357 

9,056 

·9,307 

316 

140 

Rs. 3,75,8'23 

-------··-

1942 

75,525 

2,63,764 

36,988 

6,220 

10,371 

315 

3,879 

3,97,062 



Expenditure :­
Establishment-

Deficit 

( no l 

Fn;;a 

1941 Hl42 
ills. 

20,000 31,35!! 

2,020 

R,. 4,07,421 
31,[.)98 

Bs. 3,75,823 3,97,062 

·Royal Exchange -'rl a . _ ---
ngainst tl1e deficit of lk rJ,477~~0-Get1\:~~.1942 Rs. 7,829-1-5 

Ticket Book~' 

Expenditure:-

Deficit 

D. 0.-FMRBAIR-N 
· Sce-r~tary. 
Calcmtta, 12th Febnwry 1943. 

50 
26,646 

505 

Rs. 27,201 26,058 

13,800 12,000 
6,000 6,000 
8,069 8,576 

100 100 
1,537 1,403 
5,173 5,808 

Rs. 34,679 
7,478 

Rs. 27,901 28,058 

R. R. HADDOVV, 
President. 
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CHAMBER RULINGS. 

INDEX. 
No. 

Agent-~hould return discount on insurance to constit-uents . , 3 

Broker-general liability 11 
Cargo-ship in position to give notice of readiness for outwar'd 7 
Discount-Agent to return discount on insurance to constituents 3 
BolidayB-ns to the fixing of 
Inaurance-discount on, to be returned by agent to constituents 3 
Inward Freight-definition of 1 
Jute Marks-value of 10 
Luy-days-under Coal Clmrl-ers-Steamers 
Ll1y-dn.ys count under certain conditions while vessel is in the 

stream 
Liability (genera-l) Brokers 
Mercantile wntracts-Sundays and Charter-Party Holidays in 

relation to 
Ocean freights-Rate of exchange for payment of ... 

Port limits~definition of 
Rate of exchange for payment of ocertn freights 

Running days~definition of 
Salt---Indian maund used for weighment of 
Sbipment----warehousing at jetties does not constitute a 
Shipment at Diamond Harbour-to be deemed and uccepted 

as Calcutta shipment 
Steamers' Lay-days under Coal Charters 
Sundays and Charter-Party Holidays in relation to mercantile 

Working days of the Port 
contracts 

13 

11 

12 
14 

14 

18 

12 
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CHAMBER RULINGS. 

When two-thirds of a ship's illwurd freight WUEJ payable at 
home and one-third in Calcutta, it was held that "inward freight" 
meant "the freight collected in Calcutta". 

There 
days will 
and able 
in safety. 

Custom House a proper 

2 

before 12 noon on, say, 
after notice of readi 
lay-days commcnct' 

NOTE :-This ruling docs not apply to coal charters. 
3 

An agent should return to his constituents any discounts 
allowed on insurance. 

4 
"Running daya" moans every day without exception or 

exclusion. 

i l13 ) 

. hich shall meet tho special circumstances which have 

~:~~e~~i: extension of the Pmt neceasary:vilh almost unanimou5 

'l'he of the Bengal Chnmbcr 
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13 

(21 

Discharge 
moorings.-'J.'he 
a Charter ParLy 
moorings known ns 

115 ) 

loatlmg JR complet­
carried on after 
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CONVERSION OF STERLING FREIGHT fNTO 
INDIAN CURRENCY. 

H. W. I. WOOD, 
Secretary 

Ln7 l 

SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES. 
of the RM(I"/ Cl.otmh~•- ~~ 

1 On tho ,~lo, purohn•o or Bhipnlont nf Bullion, llo\<1 l),,t, 

or Coin 

On the 1mrohn•ing ditto when fnnrls nre prn<•iOcrl hy 

A~~nt., 

li. On r••tnrnOn! cnn,ignmont; if in Bill<, Jlnllinn. M Tren.•nrc 

Onncccptingllill•ngninstcnneig:nment.A .. 

lnctnric>, hm,.r•, Inn<!., "'"' 

brolr:erngc inclusive 

,, 

2!peroont 

,, 

,, 



IS, On. :~~n~:~t ~:!~!:o 0~rnei!~::~~:,::·,,;o:h~~16 t·:,~~: :~;~:;,~~iu~~ 
carmng• 

5 porcont. 
ohlp lo Gr~~t Drilll.in or 

20. On re~H~ing inwll.nl freir:ht, i~-~ard tro~~: ornip;rn~·;, or o~h·i~: 21 

pnBA~g~ mono)' ,, 

'CJ. O~ "O"ootinG h,.ur~noe whether on jj,·ee or property ... ,, 
23

· On ::t,~l~:~ ~~::,:;,~;" ,:~:~~~·~ ~~·~;,."~;:~,, nvoragn" of "11 cln"'""• 21 

24 · On Bd:~::~.~:~ Jlnrcllasing, •oiling '" 1wgoci,oling 

25. On dehte nr other claim• whon a pt·noesij -~t ]~w 0; .. nrhitrnli~;: 

25· On Dill• of Exohnngo tetl!rnerl diahonour~~ 
27. Onoo\lectinghonM.tont 

20. On 
Botl.omry llondo or nogotiHin& nny lonn on 

S, E J Qf,ARKE, 

21 
21 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Secretarial Department--General. 

(1) Bnlnncf' Sheet ns nl. 31st December 1942. 

(:2) Hcvenne Account for t.he veaT ended 31st December 

hl42 

Secretarial Department~ Providep.t Fund. 

(1) Balance SlJeet as at 30t.h June 1942. 

{2) Profit and Los~ Account for the half-yenr ended ROt.h .Tune 

1942. 

(3) Balance Sheet aBo at 31st December 1942. 

(4) Profit nnd J~oss Account for the half-year ended /31st 

December 1942. 



BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(8BCRETARtAL 

Incorporated aa a Company under aectlon 28 

OAPI'l'.!L AND UABILlTIES.-

C.UlrAL ACCOUNT-· 
Bnlrmceatht.Januaryll942 

_ .. ~e,-De6alt from Revenue Aeom1nt 

·BALANCE SHEET as 

ltR, lA•, P. R.~. ~A~. P, 

7,811,160 4 10 

79,362 12 8 

7,00,787 s 2 

Ltu-R .. yal Exohnngi> <lefiolt ,_ 7,8211 I 6 

~ftDVISION?oB TAli:UIO!f­
Fw JD4142 
"1942-43 

LTABII.li'JE9-

0l'Ur.BFliU.NO!l.-

0epoaihlorArbitrM\onca.•oo. 

Bom~ol Flood Re\lof Fund 

T8j0~·~:~o: A/o SoRff-
Poot O.ftiep s .. vin~• Depno\t. 35,3~. :. g 

C..~~~~~~ ff~~~1\ic ~-~~oa Aoooc:~tion::: 
Roy&\EzchaugeDelioit 

-- - - ~,91?,95S 

211,253 6 0 
23,9.17 0 0 

53,21~ 6 6 

2,216 7 0 
501 9 0 
424 6 0 

1.161 1 0 
394 10 0 
75U 0 0 
7:12 0 0 

2,0ll 14 0 

:b~ ~~ ~ 
98~ 3 0 

9.867 6 0 

M,M7 8 0 

826 0 0 

3.H~6 6 0 

6,100 0 0 

7,829 1 5 
----J,04,21i8lli li 

···I ... 1.- s,ao,so022 

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA. 

DBPART~mNT). 

121 ) 

of the Indian Oompa.nles Act, 1882.. 

at 81&t December 1942. 

PROPERTY AND ASSETS. Ra. As 1'. Rs, As. P. 

L~NnNo.2, CLIVE 8TilHJ::I', AT COS'!' 

ROYAL EXOJIANOE BU!t,T>Hfll AT UOS'r 

Le~•-Dcprcointion todnto 

.. 3,11,912 8 0 

.6,02,166 12 " 

.. 3,74,161 12 II 

F'OIINI'I'UUR AND Fn."l:IN09 AT ut!ST TO 31ST 
DECil)IIIJIRlll41 ••• 1,'8,480 4 2 

AdtlitianBdllringthoyeRrntoost 

DeductSulcprooceds 

LesB-DcprooiD.tiontod~to 

lllO 4 ll 

1,22,!i70 8 -2 

1,22,556 s :l 

1,22,465 8 2 

LIBRARY AND PIOTURM AT COliT 42,820 1 5 

Le~~-Doprcoi!l.tion todllote 42,720 J 6 

8TANlJARD \'/l'lt(ITITS, lJEASURI'l9 AND Tf.ST 
Al'l'LIANCI'lS.AT C{)S'l' ... ... -l,577 5 0 

Le8a-Deprcaintiontodnto 3.82{\ 4 5 

bf!'rALLAttON OF ELt:OTRIC AND 8.1-NlTADY 
WORKBATCIISl' .. 1,20,997 8 {l 

LeM-Deproointionto<lntc .,,1,20,8P7 B 9 

Am 0GNDII'IONING PLANT AT OOST TO 31ST 
DEO~)\DER 1{141 24,121 0 0 

Additinnsduringtlmyoorntoost I,OOB 10 0 
25,189 10 0 

Lc&&-DoprooiiLtiontodnto 
7,342 15 4 

9,461 I 0 

28,004 16 10 

100 0 0 

748 0 7 

100 0 0 

17,846 10 8 

NowRoynlE:rohongc Ltcst.nnrnntotoost ... 

Le .. -Doprocintiontodnto ·~ 

Cnrriodo\'OT 

~~!!.._~ 6,807 6 0 

. ~rng]-• 

'I 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

(SEoUETAi!IAL 

Incorporated as a Company under scutlon 26 

BALANCES HEET as 

R,. As. P. Rs. 'll Broug:htforw~rd ·- ·- 8,60,30 0 '1 2 

I II 
! 

I I 
I I 

·I 
I 

Tov.L R•. 
'" I s,oo.soo 2 2 
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COM1\1:ERCE, CALCUTT 

DBPAR'l'MBN'l'}. 

to the Indian Companies Act 1882, 

at 31st December 19M~. 

Ra, As r. It"' Aa. p, 

Broug:htforwnrd .... 'i,Oii,U9 9 1 

lJ>;n1fo~~Y,\'c:~~ ~~~::'n~-'-' (u:osw~~~'m)- 44,034 8 0 

Du':.,~?' ~~~~~~~e~-~~llnn)!o, ~~ntributio~,- IO,fl~:i 15 0 
--~- M,570 7 0 

INI'ESTMl:wrs 1:0 GovERNMENT SJ<OURITlr.S AT 
!i!AHKET VALUATION-

Hs. u:!,COO/- .'l% J,oan 1063/65@ R•. ~5-9·0 60,777 12 0 

Its. 60,000/- 4%Lonn lfiG0/70@ , II0-2-0 88,100 0 0 

9,900 r, s 

Rs. fi0,000/-5%Loau 1945/55@ , !OS-14-0 54,43i R 0 ----- 2,0~.~15 4 0 

Intoreaio.ccruedoulnvostmonta 
2,583 0 0 

Unu•edSW.mp•inhnnd 

Cash with Imperial B:mk of lndiu 13,891 3 0 

Cn..h with Jmpori~l Bnnk of Inrlin, Benglll 
Jl!oorlltolid Fund ,_ 0 0 

o~ah in hand 
!l,UIW 0 7 

24,811 7 10 

ToTJ.L Its. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

( 125 ) 
COMMERCE, CALOU'rTA. 

DEI'AitTA!llN'I'). 

year ended 31st December l!J4i2. 

I:-;'CQ;lE. 

"Arl>itrnlwn Ji'cco , 

,, ltcnl of No.2, Olil'o Street-

!l.oynlE•chr.nge ... 

Liccneod Men.,.~rors'Dopnrlnlcnt 

~l<·sor,,Blacl<or&Co. 

Briotul Holol 

, l'rofitonro\·nlnnl.lonof Investment< 

Deficit fm· tho yc~r Onrried to Capilx:ll 
J\caount 

,63,7G4 

~6,988 0 0 

20,!100 " 0 

$,878 8 0 
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LIABILITIES. 

0Al'J'I:AI. ACCOUNT-

Subscriptions to 31-12-41 ..• Rs. I ~5,339 II 2 
Do. from l-1 to 

30-6-42 , , l2,SIO 6 0 

.. l,fJ8,!50 l 2 

BENGAL CHAMBER 01' 

BALANCE SHEE'l' 

Rs As, P. Rs. As, P. 

Le"-Refnndod " 1,45010 5 
---1,56,609 6 9 

b~ii: " 58,274 ~ ~ 

Lcr..-Refunded 

646 7 l 

" 57,62712 2 
QOI 2 0 

Contributionato31-12-4l,,, , 1,45,165 5 ll 
Do. from 1-1 to 

30-6-42._" 12,810 6 0 

1,57,9751! 9 

57,026 Ill \! 

Interest oo Contrilmtimw 

1,34712 0 
---1,56,62715 !l 

to31-12-H .. 
Proportion of Less for half 

yearended30-6-42 

Le,.-Re!unded 

Forfoitsto31-l2-•U 
LesB-Rcfunded 

" 58,27112 5 

7213 0 

" 57,550 9 5 
60018 

3,03412 5 
Ui 4 2 

56,950 

3,010 Interest on Forfeits to 

Pr~~-~?li~~ of L~,, fnr h~lr " 
yearondedSIJ-6-42 

498 7 6 

1113 4 

48610 2 
3 0 3 

Carried OT~r ,,, 4,3ll,S07 10 7 

I 
I 
1 

I 
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co:MMEROE, PROVIDENT FUND. 

a.o at 30th June 1942. 

ASSETS. H.a. Aa. l'. Ra. A•. P, 

Amount due by Chumbor 

by St.flff 

Interestoninvcstmontsnccrucd 

InoomeTuxonlnvo•l·montiucome 

Refund Promiunl on Membora Insnrnnco 
Investment ... ••• ·· 

ME~!DERB lliS\1RANCB INVESTMENT 

JN\'~STM~liT9-

3%DafoncollondB 1946 lor Ra. 52,000/- nt 
mr.rkotvaluo ... ··· 

3% DofenooBond' l049-52!or H.s 3.1.000/· 
atmurkotvaluo.. ··· ··· 

102 10 0 

100 0 0 

4,536 ll 7 

53 2 0 

33 12 0 

52,910 0 0 

32,938 

:ll%R•~y;;6og,_ ~~;~g~~~ke~"~~\uel95u-oo r~: In,75s 

·n~"~,.~~~t~~~oortt~.e"~;J:,t~H"O· IDoo-~~ 19,ooo 

· ~:i::"iiit ~~; ~· .. :.~:;;:j 2o,•oo 

4% R~~~~~~~f- ~~~~!~\feat! vSuo;ontures for 6,524 

4.% R~~~:~~t/·~'{'~n;l:~~\.S,~~ontures f:~~ 27,255 

4% ~~~~t '~~~~?~70 -~~'' R•. ~:~7,100/- ~~ t,66,526 0 0 

4,826 3 7 

23,387 7 0 

5% Lo~u l945-55for Ra. 27,600/· "t market 2n 704 8 0 
vuluo ... ·- .. -~---3,72,(1!6 0 0 

htPF.IIIAl, BANK OF hDIA 31,342 13 .1 

Cnrriodo\·cr ... t,;li';572 7 10 

' ___________ _J.1 ___________ .. 1~l'i5':1'~"1'¥.1.! 
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Bronghtforwrml 

0AflTAL 8UBI'ENSt:S-·UI'PAID BALA~Wl:S-

8nLMripl-iomt.o3L-IZ-32 ••. 

In~~~~2~3o2n Subsoriptions .t.~ 

CoJ>!.ributionst.o31-\2.:J2 ... 

In£~'3~:12~3'2 Contri\mtio~-~ 

470 0 0 

2 G 7 

2" 8 

BENGAL OHAl\IBER OF 

BALANrJE SIIE.l!:'I 

lb. A". ]' ,\"'- I' 

·l,:l0,807 10 7 

-1--- 7·1-~ ~....:· 1,31,,;~2 
Snn<lryCre<lit.Ma 

LAI.Cil'ITA, 

Th, tSth Oclo~"' 

"I··· GO () 0 

I( 129 ) 

CO~·Giff<mCE, PROVIDR~'l' FUND. 

as at 30th Juna 1042. 

"'· "' ''· lh I "·I P. ... 1···1··· 1,3\.li72 7 lO 

, L~l,fJi2 7 10 



-·-·-···------_.,_----~~ 

To Ell'llNRJUJ ,, 

ilio j 

BENGAL CHAMBER Qp 

PROFIT AND LOSS AQOOUNT 

1'~1'· 

OOtl\• lb, 
~ 
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COMMERCE, PROVIDENT FUND. 

for the half JICar ended 8&th June, 1942. 
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LIABILITIF..S, I 
Cu•JTAt.AccouNT-

Bohoo.;,,;,,, '" "'· '·'· '·'· 
s~~c~~~~~nn~ lr~•~ 1,66 699 6 o I 

1 7 to 31 12-~2 13,'123 12 0 

l,fm,1'23 2 fl 
Le.•-Rtfnu<lcd 2.056 U n 

---l,h7,~001201 

Inlere•tonl!iuh•· I 
Pr~~-~;:~:~:: p~: 57,020 10 2 

II~ for hnll )'O&t 

nn_dcd3J.J2.42 ••• 7,88315 8 

Lt8r-Refnnded 6t:~~~ g I~ 
----6:1,iji4DB 

CtlUtdbutiono tn 

Oo~?t~~~tinn frn;, 1,66,627 l!J p 

1·7to31·11!-42 .•. 13,22312 0 

1-<ri-Refuudcd 1;6~~1"1 
--- -I,67,i9~ 1i 0 

~~~~~·:0~Fr~~ li6,950 7 o 
litforhnlfyrar 
ended31·12-42_ 9,7PS12 8 

LfS&-Refuuded Gf:Ef ~ ; 
---65,60848 

BENGAL CHAMBER OF 

BALANCE SHEET 

Ra. Ao. P. Ro. Aa p 

1 

j 
I 

J 

I lSS l 

COli?IIERCE, PROVIDENT Ii'C~D. 

as at 31st December l.IJ42. 

ASSETS. Ro. As l'. 

Ou:rSTAliOilio-

Amonut due by t:hnmber 2,215 i 0 

by ~tnff 

I11terest on lnl'C&tment~ ncurnet! 4,li•S 10 ~ 

IucomeTnxolllD\'estm~otinO<•ma {IS ll 0 

UcLnberoinournncolm·c•tn•c"t 

3% Defence Ronda 1\146 f"r Ro. ti:!,OJO 
® nonrkot l"nhw fo3,~62 S (l 

3% Lo"n 194!l·52fnr Hn,S3,001) 
@ UlOL'kotv~Jno •• 3!1,1~3 \:! Q 

3% I.o'"' 111~-~~n~'ke~~~~~~~O l(l,ll:! I S 

3!~ Howrnh llrirl~:n L•tan 1!15666 fnr 
Rs.lll,UOO @mn•k~tmlue •. 0 0 

•3:f.% Rangoon Mnnh·ipnllleb~ntn~a 11106·~6 
forRs 19,t•OU@pnr 19,0()() 0 0 

4% 111ymcus~~~~"'~~~~·r~~55 }~.~zltn$~ 2o~'d~ 
@nlll.tkct value.. 20,350 0 0 

4% Cnl~nttn llunicipnl llobcnture• for 
Ro. UiUO@ nonrl;ct•·nlne 4 0 

4% l'nlonttn Port Tr·n•t D~l·outur•s fo1· 
tts,l0,500@nmL·ket•·nluo... IP,S25 0 0 

4% Lonnl960·70fnrR~ l,5i,IOO 
.. l,i3,006 6 0 

Ho. As. P. 

6,5115 6 3 

I 
@mnrkut •·nlu" 

5% Loon 10~5.55 for Re. 27,600 

I 
@"'"''''""""' .. 30,!149 s 0 

----3,8$,45214 0 

ImperiolBonkofiudin 

I 

2 s 

1

' ...... "·"" 

... ~.6~.zo.~ II f; Onrricd o\'rt 

•No quotattun nl!lt!Bble for 31% Run~;oon .\hmrmp"l Dobenhrc• IDOG·i6. 

·••··-------'-----"'"bt'O __________ ••• -iillf''~:lft:i\l!l®~ni¥):'~'1,---· 
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BENGAL CHAI.IBEH OF, 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 

!(,, .~... l', 

7,8S:l Hi 8 

11,7D~ 12 8 

I 
I j CO).:IMERCE, PROVIDENT FUND. 

for the half year ended 31st December 104!J •. 

J 

I 
1 

' 

" p,~r.t 011 r"whNlinn ul Sccuritic• ·· 2·!l"~l 

TOTAl. Rs. 

R•, A•. P, 

6,~1ll 

11,31\ H 0 
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BENGAL CHAlii!iER OF COliill!LERCE. 

COMMITTEE FOR THE YEAR 1942-4.3 ' 

President:·--

f,lR. J. H. BirnnBn, 

. Mel!Srs. Jardine Skinner & Co. 

Fice-Pr~sidcnt: 

; lvin. I{, W. 1fEALTh'G, 

Me~srs. Andrew Yule & Co., Ld. 

Membm·s: 

Bm HARRY BuRN, 

Imperial Chemical Industries (India), Ld. 

Mn. T. B. 

Arbuthnot & Co. 

Tm~ HoN'nr,p, Mn. R. B. RAnnow, 

Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co . 

.Mn. R. B. LAnDEN, o.n.:e., 1f.o., 
Messrs. McLeod&, Co., Ld. 

MR. R MAOFARLANE,; 

The Chartere_l:l Bank of India, Australia & China. 

1 Srn GEoRGE MoRToN,:o.n.E~, :r.r.o., 

Messrs. Bird & Co. ana F. \V. Reilgers & Co. 

I 139 I 

SUND,RY REFERENCES. 

A. R. P.: Camouflage. 

America~ Technica-l Mission. 

BengaJ Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1941. 

Cargoes in Enemy Ships: Investigations in Occupied Territories. 

Calcutta Tramways Strike. 

Defence Savings: Industrial 'Yorkers. 

Despatch of Defence Department Stores from the Calcutta Area. 

Defence of India Rules : Protection of Glass. 

Enquiry into the Consumption of Jut.e Goods in India. 

Grow :!~foro Food Campaign. 

Indian Income-tax : Residence of Ten Compo.niee. 

(Additiono.l Life So.ving Applian~es) 

Import Tra~e Control : Importation from Canada of infant a~.~ 
invalid foods. 

Loco Coal Contrnct~ fOJ' the yent· Hl42-4-S. 

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Charges on -cargo 

Office Bearers and Peons: Prevention of their leaving Calctltt!l'. 

Reqtlisitioning of Latmches. 

Realisation of Surcharge on Forward Sr1les of English Piece-goods. 

Virtual closure of the Port of Calcutta : Railing of Cargo to west 
coast for shipment. 
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BENGAL. CHAMBER OF COivi-llfERCE. 

LIOilNSED 1lRASURllRS DEPRATMEN'l', 

RoYAL ExcHANGE, 

To 
Calcutta, F'e~ruar1J 1943. 

THE PRESIDENT AND ColiiM!TI'EE, 

BENGAL 0HAMBEn OF ComrERCE. 

GENTL!!MEN, 

\Ve lJaYe the l~onour to submit om· report on the. working of 
the Licensed l\leasurers Department for U1e year which ended on 
the 31st December 1949, and to to be so good as to appoint 

of the Department for the year 
of Messrs. Turner Morrison &'Co,, 

L-d., continuetl as our Chairman the year ]942, the 
other members of the Committee J. Aitken of !IIessrs. 
James Finlay & Co., Ltd.,-Mr. L. 
Duff & Co., Ld.,-Mr. A. H. Ford of :\fessrs. 
& Co., Mr. G. A. Hoggof Messrs. George Henderson & Co., Ltd., 
-Mr. E. Hoare ].filler & Co., Ltd., and 1\'fr. T, L. 
Swales of Rnlli Brothers Ltd. 

The audited Revenue and Profit & Loss Accounts, together 

with tl1e Balance Sheet as at the close Finanoo. 
of the financial year, 31st December 

1942, are issued .herewith. The income of the Department under 
~he main heads, showing Jifferences compared with previous year 
1s as follows :-

I 
1 

.11"{ 

'( H1 \ 

Interest -on- Securities amounts to Rs: · 22{()34/12/•.- !After 
deducting Rs. 11,780/1/11, being loss on Revenue and Expenditu_re 
Account and Rs. 615/· for depreciation on Departmental transport 
ther~ remains a balance of Rs. 10,539/10/1. To this ba!ance when 
O:dded a sum of_ Rs. 6,720/5/- being return of Capital amount with 
profit from V. F. Griffiths' Fund Account and Rs. 472/12/- beh1g 
refund of Income Tax due there remains a total of Rs. 17,732/11/1, 
whidi-sum hrw been credited -to Capital Account asbciilg net prom 

for the year 1942. 

t Holrling nt si-t Deo. l9n.lnn:riin~ ~t!n.~-D••c. 19-t~~ 

Fooo Vol"•'! 't;~;' F.o• V•loo.[ ·~:;::,' 
-----1 . __ I ______ _ 

R•. ~.l'.l Rs, ~:1' . Rs. ~.P.I R•. A.!·. 

G<.NI:RAT. AccouNT. 

'·'"' o o[ 7,700 o o1 2,ooo o o~ s,oso o o 
5M o o 5!0 o o1 ~on o o 

~'~~ ;c":":'.':';,,·:."~'':"";'.:·:, 
3J% '' "' u,;;., ,;ri,,,,.,, 

z.~o.oon o n\2 ~n.afl·? s o 2.~o.nno o o 
z.r,l :l•·o o n 2 flt,~.,!nn o z,r,,.~no o o 
J,f\O,r 00 f\ 0 1.0~ ~7!; 0 O, !.f\n.<OOI 0 0 

]11.0101} 0 0 10,015 0 01 10,000 0 0 

£l,lfiing "t 30th June 1941. Roldin!'! •X!l!lth June 11142. 

PROVID~~T l•'UliD Accom<T, 

-------=--"~l ______ llli,il 

i'l 
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. . . '!!he' liccOUnlS of tlie Provident Fund of the Department· closed 
as on SOth' June 1942 showed a surpluS of Ra. 27,386/13/6 equivalen~ 
toRs, 1/15/-%.: The assets amounted toRs. 14,61,671f3f. on the 
"abth Jutie 1942 as against Rs. 17,39,989/10/7 at the same date in 
''1941. The "Trustees of the Fund were our Chairma-n Mr. L. W. 

Ba!cciriib6 and Mr. J. Aitken. 

Tbe·Bnrtax on rates of 80%, which had been in force sines the 

Bates & Chlll'ges, 1st of July 1941 was increased, (owing 
to the continued and increasing 

shrinkage in the revenue, and consequently in the reserves of the 
Department) to 50% as from the 1st of July 1942. This increase 
.of surtax had received yogr sanction on submission by us of the 
facts and figures. 

; ~he War has afFected the working of the Department to-~~. 
vet,. mS.rked degree: not only owing to greatly reduced tonn.age 
us!nq the Port; but also to the recent great reduction, amounting 
almost to cessation, in "Night Work". It is estimated that during 
-the year 4.6'4% of the total work undertaken by the Department 
'was _carried out at night, for which double fees are charged. This 
means therefore, that 68'1% of tl1e total revenue of the Department 
was earned at night. From this it will be realized that a. great 
reduction in Night Work is very painfully reflected in reduced 

·.revenue. We·would·here emphasize that the basic rates charged 
by the Department are identicaJ with those in force in 1883 when 
the Department was founded. Should Departmental revenue and 
reServe shrink furthilr, the question of increasing the baSic rates 
may have to ·be considered. The Capital Account as at the end 

' of'tbe yelir stood at Rs. 6,18,418/- which figure, however, includes 
. the ·sum of Rs. ·2,61,300/- invested in Rangoon Municipal T.Jon.n 

1966-76,·oo that considered as a reserve to be drawn upon in case 
of need the Departmental Capital Account from a practical point 
of y~ew, must be taken as Rs. 3,57,11.8/-: The Department haB 

. · been C!=Jnducte~ ~n the most economical lines with notable reduc­
tions of· Sta~ ~nd of other forma of expenditure. You have our 
assurance tb~t the financial position of the Department b,as OUf 
constant and careful attention. 

( ·i43 ) 

A. net decrease occUrs Of ·5,82,9-27 packages: measured· OVer the 

- · · .figures for , ~941. :~~e ... I_l_ri.~cipnl 
~~ .W~kin~gi,',i,.~~:r.rtment . "decreases" OccmTed in Sundries, 

'" Gitri:D.ies, .Jute,. COtton,. EeJilp.: il.nd 
Wool. The increases occurred in Tea, Bag Cargo_and Shellac-a. 

tobllioted oto~mentl ;~~~~n-l h;;;~;;;· I t~~J:+~.,;,_~~•n•" 
~~~p' •• 
Tnbaooo 
Cotton., •. 
Wool • ...: 
Gunn\~1 ... 

"" Shellno 
H1du&Rkint 
P~rioh,.ble"& 
Hnrdwlll'il 
Enrtheuwe.re 
BagCnrgo 
Suudriu 

To:r.u .. 

DacAnse-5,8:!,927.· 

Th following statement of articles weighed sh?ws the. lar:e 
e decrease of 11,35,833 packages. f! e 

Weighment. principal decrease~ . ~e~g, __ :~ B~g 
Cargo, Jute, Sundries, Earthenware and Hnrdwa~. The on y 

.increase ~~d in Shellac. 

Ibcnaoe • 11,86,883. 
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The a\•erage- measurements· of -Jute, Jnt!'l quttin_gs and_)_~ejec-

JUte Avungo :M:eu~urement~. tions exported from · var:ous Press-
houses are shewn hereunder, together 

with- figUres for the preceding si.x years. 

I 'f<>l~l h~lc• ~n,nll•n 
__ '_"_''~-J_""_'·--~ ------- nre;•;.~:,~h 

rt. In. Ft .. In. Ft. ln. 

1935 1936 3D,81,05G 53 4·09 55 2•17 50 5·38 

1936-1037 4'7,06,767 52 o·sr .54 2·38 49 6•59 

1937-1938 3-1-,07 .~87 52 3•06 53 6·81 49 0·07 

1938-1939 36,5-1-,8.)0 .51 3·77 54 3 73 48 264 

1939-1!)40 27,8-t-,127 .51 10•-1-7 .'i5 2·GG 48 10·42 

July to Di:c. 1940 ... .?,03,077 ,1):1 6·41 54 7 21 50 4·15 

Cnlendor year 194,1 17,37,611 52 lHl! 55 7'71 50 I0-~3 

.. 19-1-2 14,7.5,227 54 2·82 59 117 51 557 

The ·actit•e strength of the Staff since 1935-36 is her~ 
Staf!. 

togetl1er with n. deta'led statement of 
the Staff ns at 3ist December 1942. 

Year 

July-June. 

1935-36 94. 

1936-37 99. 

1937-38 100. 

1938-39 105. 

1930-<.10 115. 
Calendar Year 1941 115. 

194\1 85. 

I 

I 
1 

I 
L 

------ -~- ~-~----~ 
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The Staff as on 31st December 1942 consisted of ~ Superin­
tendent (Mr. G. C. Gee Smyth), 2 Assistant Supermtendenl-s 
(1-lr, B. and :Mr. S. J. \Varwick), 1 Head Ofiice_Managel 
()Ir. F. \V, 71 l\Ieasuring Officers, 3 ScaJe,vnghts nod 

'i Probationers. 

arc as 

1-Ieutrey,n.J.N,Il.), 

To the Medical 

Medicv.l Officer~. I.:M.S. (Tictd.) we have to extend otlr 

thanks for the manner in which they have discharged their duties 

to the :;_vieasuring Staff during t.he year under review· 

by their cm:e of t-bo 

\Ve are, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servants, 

L. W. BALCOMBE, Chairman . 

J. AITKEN, 

L. H. FLE~UNO, 
A. H. FonD, 
G. A. Hooo, 
E. LYNE, 

T. L. SwALES, 

---" 

Member_,, 

r-~ 

I 
[i 

.\ 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE, CALCUTTA. 

Report of lhe Committi!C for the !JC(Jr ended 

31st December 1042. 

Tnn PRESibENT ,1ND Co~mrPrER, 

BE.\'GAL CHA~mER OF Oom,mncR. 

\Ve haYe the honont to ~ubmit . 
pro,·i~ions of rule 7 f t.l R ' ' m nccordrmce "-i~h the 
on tlw workin" of t]o Rl~ ules of the Royal Exchange, a. report 

" le :<.xchangc for the past year. 

As amcasnreof 
annual report of th economy' we hnye decided to issue the 

with t.he omission eo£ the f~~~~:~;~~e tlJis in form, 

however can b\0 supplied to or ins ~cte . of which 

at the Excl][tnge on application t: the d8ecr~:~vl~~restcd member 

{1) List of members as on 31st December. Hl42. 

(2) Royal Rxclmngc Rules nnd Bye-la\':s. 

~ir~~~:rtlJ}:o. 5-~-E.-the following 
8 CommJttee of Management 

.The President of the Bengrd Chnmber of C 

The Vice-I'resident of tl B omrn.crce ex-officio. 

ex-officio. le engal Chamber of Commerce 

Mn. R ARAR:IE (Merchant) 

Mess.rs. B. N. Elias & 'co., Ld, 

'( 147 ,) 

MR. E. C, A. :MILEs (Exchange BroJwr), 

MessrJ. Thos. Seth Apcar & Co. 

iHn. C. H. HEAP (Stock Broker), 
:MossJS. Plflcc, Siddons & Gough. 

i\In. V. \Y. l\IunRAY (Freight Broker), 

Messrs. Blacker & Co. 

i\fR. IV. T. C. PARliT.n (Bunker), 

Lloyds Bank I_jd. 

:'>In. TI. \V. PLFmmn (':\ferchanO. 
Messrs. J'lnmmcr Bros. &. Co. 

.:\fR •• T. L. Rurrrvnx .(Produce Broker), 

:Messrs. Landnle & l\Iorgan. 

the YClU' nnrler rev1ew one finn and one individual 
one firm (']oscrl down \Yhilst the i!eath of an 

indiYJtlnalmerr,bcr to be rcconle1l. At the end of the yenr there 
were upon the gxdmnge ?.Tembers!Jip Ht>~1ster 110 fm11s nnd & 

individmd members. 

'l'he Exehnng:e Re~bmant, whJCh 1e-opcnrd nnder new 
f'.lld on ~~ reYiscd and fJllarged scnle as from the 3rd 

Hl41, has been well pat.roni~crl tile by the 

staffs of member firms of t]Jc Rxchange. t.he of 
Commeiee an1l, of the org:wis:t!ion~ connected witl1 the Chamber. 
It continnt>s to provide rr MChll amenity to the business community 

petrol rationing. 0\\·ing to the iiJcreased under condJ!ion~ of 
cost of food nnd sCI"i'ice, ·we h:we felt Justified in snnctioning two 
succCssiYe incn'a~cs of fonr nnnas in the luncheon charges, i.hc first 
with f'fl'ed from the 5th .hnuary H/11'2 and the ~econd from Jst 
February Hl4.1. The cnnent charges are Rs. 2 for an "office lunch" 

and Rs. 2/8/- for the fullmen\1. 

\Ve snbmit a· balance ~beet and rc1enue account for the :vear 

ended the 81st December JD42, audited by :Messrs. I~ovelock & 

"Lewes, Auditors of the Bengal Cll::tmber of Commerce. 1The rcyenue 
account again shows a deficit of Rs, 7,82\J on the year's working. 

-li 

1: 

II 
I! 
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This amount bus been transferred tO tho Bengal Chamber 0f 
Commerce contribution account. 

The 
nnd 1D42 are 

figures of income and expenditure in hl11 
below:-

Defloittnweferrell toChrm1bsr 

Dill'uren"e bobre~n defidt•l<>r 1911 nn<ll!H2 io \1&. 352/· 

\Vc nm, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient senants, 

Hl41 1042 
llo. ""· 

20,11111 
r.o 

2.-.,~01 

211, 0 ~10 2:i,401 

~i.!i ~~~ 
2•7 \ItO 

R. R. HADDOW, President. 

D. c. TI'AIRDAIRN, 
Secretary. 

CALCUTTA, 12th ·February 194.3. 

J. H. BUilDER, Vice-President. 

H. AR\KTE 

D. L. DICKSON 

0. H. HEAPE 
V. \V. l'I'ID"nnAY Members. 
\V. T. C. PARKER 
R. W. Pw~r~mrr 
J. L. TiuTIIVE:f 

I. 
I 

149: ); 
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" ST I ~I P3 , 

"lll.l:armc FANS, J, 1011rs & Lura 

,, Trmn:Ts •• 

,, T"U;PIIn!<ll CIJIRIIP.S 

"l'~TT\' Cuu,nM 

,HJ:Sl'M;RANl'I.Jcr.>oJ: 

"lJr.t·rmC!.IT!"1i u~ F~:usrrun~: ... 

Tour. Rs, 

ROY.AL EX. 

REVEli'UJiJ ACCOU!IT for the 

lts, As. f' 

r.r3 3 o 

0 0 

R•, As. P. 

G,OOO 0 0 

1.402 IO 6 

326 7 0 

177 4 0 

29 10 0 

3,401 

8,5713 1 0 

12,0130 0 0 

71 I 0 

1,050 

100 

' 0 

~3.3ii~ I .'i 

CHANGE, CALCUTTA. 

y~ar ew1Pd .'ilst, Dr.rem/J~r, 1£42. 

ll\COJJK 

,, Mloniss10nFeo~ 

R. R llADDO\\, 
Pr"Jde,.t. 

TOTAL Tls, 

0 p W-10G4-25·2·49-4S() 

I·~.: I ' 

I 
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