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Proceedings of the Half-yearly General Meeting
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held on
Tuesday, the Tth August 1883.

J. J. J. Knswick, Esa., President; in the Chair.

The advertisement convening the meeting
having been read by the Secretary, the Chairman
addressed the members present, as follows :—

Genrisiey,—The last half-yearly meeting of
the Chamber was held on the 31st January 1883,
and the one being held to-day should have taken
place in May last, but the Report now presented
to you was not then ready. TLast year’s Com-
mittee, of whose labours the report is a record,
were Messrs. R. Miller (President), H. Reinhold
(Vice-President), W. IL Cheetham, D. Cruick-
shank, T. D. Ralli and J. Stevenson. The mem-
bers of the present Committee ave Messrs. J. J. J,
Keswick (President), W. Bleeck, D. Cruickshank,
1. King, T. D. Ralli, and J. Stevenson.

"The Report treats of many matbers which will be
found interesting, and is so explanatory in itself,
that it is not necessary for me to sy much. The
Financial Statement is first on the list of subjects
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as usual. Tt will be noted that Major Baring
draws abtention to an increase of about 7 per cent.
in the import trade in those articles which were
exempted from duty in March 1882 in the ten
months following, and also points out that there
Thas been such an increase in the consumption of
salt since the duty on it was reduced, that the re-
venue from it at the reduced rate will, in less than
three years more, stand equal to what it was prior
to the reduction. Some think, however, that Major
Baring in his conclusions has not made sufficient
allowance for the natural expansion consequent
on the good harvests and general prosperity of the
last two or threc years. For myself, I have no
doubt that the reduction in the salt duty stimu-
lates its consumption, though we cannot indicate
how much of the increase referred to has been
due to the reduction.

The export duty on rice, which has long heen
a standing reproach to Indian financiers, continues,
but it is at last recognised that it falls on the
producer, and we may expect to see it have atten-
tion soon.

The importance of developing the wheat trade
is clear to the Government, and the reduction in
the railway rabes on it, while helping it to com-
pote more succesfully with American grain, will
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prove mo sacrifice, for the iuvreased traffic which
will he brought about by the reduction will soon
woie than restore the temporary falling-off in the
receipts. ’

The late Committee caused a yellow covered
pamphlet entitled “The influence on Tnglish
Trade and American Protection of the Develop-
ment of India,” written by Major Comway-
Clordon, R.E., to be widely distributed both here
and at home in the beginning of the year, and all
who have read the pamphlet will, T am sure,

" heartily welcome Major Gordon as an honorary

member of the Chamber, and be glad that the
Committee paid him the compliment of asking
him to aceeph the position.

The Commitbee, i« lebber .to MHis Jixcel-

fency the Viceroy, dated 10th March last, press-
ed upon the Government the importance of the

views advocated in the pamphlet. The delay
i the extension of railways in Tndia is deplora-
ble, and the time wasted in references to so many
authorities in the endeavour to make antagon-
istic clements agree almost culpable. The
Committee might well sey that, unless some
simpler system  than the present one can be
devised for dealing with the railway busines

of Govermuent, it cannob hielp viewing the
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future with the gravest apprehension,  The
Americans  prospeet, arrange, and  construct
great lines in half the time that is wasted in
arguments between this and the India Office
on the schemes, the desivability, feasibility,
and necessity of which are patent to all practi-
cal men.

It has been well said that if private enter-
prise is to succeed in the construction of rail-
ways in this country, promoters must be assured
that protracted delay will not occur in sanc-
tioning the work, for capitalists cannot be asked
to hold their money in readiness for an indi-
finite period, while the local authorities, the
Provincial Government, the various depart-
ments of the Government of India, and the
Sceretary of State and his Council ave argu-
ing in an illimitable fashion the pros and
cons.

T think it must be pretty plain to the Gov-
ermuent by this time, however, as it is to us,
that no satisfactory progress will be made in
railway extension in  this country without
Government  guarantees,  The home public
will not come readily forward with their money
otherwise, especially now that the Govern-
ment policy has changed with regard to Buro-
peans in this country,
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We are still suflering from want of suffici-
ent port accommodation, and from the inability
of the Bast Indian Railway, with its limited
space and limited arrangements at Elowrah,
to give prompt delivery of consignments. The
Government is giving attention to the matter,
and it is expected that the construction of docks
convenient to the present port will soon be
decided on. It is much to be "regretted that
so great delay continues with regard to the
building of a railway bridge over the Hooghly,
unless, indeed, the delay eventuates in our sec-
ing the site of the bridge changed to a posi-
tion between the present floating bridge and
Cossipore. I think we are all agreed that the
position fixed upon at Iooghly is about the
most inconvenient that could have been chosen,
and that in making such a permanent struc-
ture, convenience should not be sacrificed to
save a little oxtra outlay. The mercantile
community have not been consulted, however,

. mor, 1 understand, have the Port Commission-

ers.

What the Chamber should stir for now is,
increased accommodation on the Howrah side
to mect the requirements of tiade, until the
web docks and bridge are ready. Accommo-
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dation on the ilowrah side can be much in-
creased,

We have seen the reductions which the Port
Commissioners have made in the last few years
in Port dues and Jetty charges, and your Coni-
mittee have very properly been enquiring of
Government for an expenditure account showing
how the inward and outward pilotage, lead-money,
hospital dues, &e., are appropriated, rema ing
that it would be satisfactory to the shipping in-
terosts to know that they are not called upon io
contribute more than is cssential to maintain the
-pilot service in all its departments in the highest
efficiency.  Although the statement was asked for
in November, 1882, it has neither been supplied
nor promised as yet. ’

It will be found that a Targe part of the Report
is devoted to the requirements of the import
and growing trade in petrolenm, and it is
factory that the Bast Indian Railway Company
has beer induced to reduce its rate for full wagon
loads of 260 to 280 maunds, or nltiples thereof,
from 50 to 83 pics per 100 maunds per mile.
restrictions on vessels arriving

b

The
with petroloum
are now I greab part removed, and the test con-
ditions and the provision of o cony,

cnicnt depot

are under consider
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T need not add anything to what appears in
#he Report with regard to improvement required
in the Insolvent Debtors Act, with regard to
regulating the manufacture, keeping, sale, con-
veyance, and importation of explosives ; and with
regard to the other subjects I have not mentioned,
save, perhaps, the Bill to Amend the Criminal
Procedure Code of 1872 ; and so much has been
said about it throughout the country already, that
it is unnecessary to do more than express a hope
that the memorial to the Viceroy, of whick
copies can be obtained on application to the
Seevetary, will be approved by you.

I may mention, and I know you will be sorry
4o hear it, that our old friend, Mr. Wood, is
obliged to leave us for a few months . to recruit
his health,  Mr. John Cowie will act for him in
in his absence, which will be for a period of about
four months,

The Chairman proposed,seconded by Mr. Turner,
that the report be received and adopted.

Carried unanimously.

The Chairman then said :—I would ask you
now, gentlemen, to confirm the late Committee’s
action in making Major Conway-Gordon an honor-
rary member of the Chamber, and to confirm the
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admission of ~ Messrs. Landale & Morgan; and
Messrs. Mitehell and Waller as members of the
Chamber. : :
This was seconded by Mr. Bigge, and carried
\lllﬁnixxlol\sly.

With a vote of thanks to the Committee and
the Chairman, the meeting then separated.

W. H. I. WOOD,
Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Report of the Committee for the half-year
ended 30th April 1883,

Tar Committee submit their Report on the
principal subjects which have had their attention
during the past half-year.

SUMRMARY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

As no legislation is to be undertaken in connection
with the financial arrangements of 1883-84, the Financial
Statement takes the form of a Minute, written by Major
Baring, which is to-day published in the Gazette,

The Accounts and Estimates are presented in a new and
simplified form. The figures arc in conventional sterling,
that is, L1 equals Rs. 10.

The Accounts of 1881-82 show the following result : —

L
Revenue ... 73,696,000
Ixpenditure v 71,118,000
Surplus we 2,588,000

The value of the import trade in those articles which
were exempted from duty last March has inereased by
about 7 per cent.in 10 monihs, There has been a general
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fall in the retailed price of Salb in all the Provinces
since the reduction of the duty, ranging from 12 per cent.
in Oudh to 23 per cent. in Bengal. The consumption of
Salt since March 1st, 1882, has increased by 6} per cent.,
representing a Revenue of £320,000 a year, or about
£302,000 in excess of the anticipations formed last March.
Of this increase £163,000 falls to the year 1881-82,
a very large amount of Salt having paid duty in the
last three weeks of March 1882, and £139,000 falls
to 1882-83. It is cstimated that, should the same
vate of increase continue, the Revenue -at the re-
duced rate of duty will, in Iess than three years from the
present time, stand at the same figure as it did prior to
the reduction.

Turning to the Revised, formerly called the Regular,
Tstimates for 1882-83, it is to be observed that the net
Opium Revenue is estimated at £7,217,000, being
£33,000 less than the Budget Estimate, and £558,000
less than the actuals of 1881-82, The falling off is attri-
buted to the increased competition of the indigenous
Chinese drug. The charge under Hachange is cstimated
at £341,000 in excess of the Budget Estimate, The net
cost of the Egyptian Expedition, after deducting the Eng-
lish contribution of £500,000 true sterling, is stated to be
£797,000. In spite of theso additional charges the Re-
vised Estimate shows the following result :—

£

Revenue ... w 07,914,000
Lxpenditure w 67,854,000

Surplus e 00,008

|
|

o
B

This salisfactory result is atiribuled mainly to two caus-
s, Tist, that the harvests have been good and the coun-
try prosperous; and secondly, that in view of the large
fiscal reforms undertalen last year, the Estimates of Reve-
nue and Expenditure were framed with even more  than
usual caution, It is also said that the Indian Revenue is
more clastic than is often supposed. Al the main branch-
es of Revenue for 1882-83 show an excess over the Bsti-
mate, and some items of Expenditure are less than Hsti-
wate. A sum of £1,000,000 (true sterling) will, with the
approval of the Debt Commissioners, be remitied toEng- .
land before March 31st, 1883, for the reduction of sterling
debt, the loss by exchange on this transaction being debited
to the Account of the Commissioners. This is in addition
to the ordinary requirements of the Secretary of State for
the year which have already been remitted home.

It is pointed out that the only way India can meet the
continued depreciation of silver is by developing trade, and.
especially exports. The uncertainty as regards the future
of opium and silver necessitates the postponement of fur-~
ther fiscal reforms, Regret is expressed that the financial
position does not permit of the export duty on rice being
abolished. The question of Indian competing with Ameri-
can wheat in the London market is fully discussed, and
it is shown that India, though labouring under great disad-
vaniages as regards internal communications and other
points, has the great advantage of Free Trade. The Rail-
way rates on wheat from Northern India to Bombay arve
to be immediately reduced by 18% por cent.,, equivalent to
a reduction of 1s. Gd. a quarterin the London market
A corresponding reduction will, without doubt, be made
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on the Bast Indian line. Also the restriction giving lower
rates only to Jarge consignments is to be abolished on the
Rajputana and Bombay, Baroda and Central India lines.

Turning to the Budget Tstimates of 1883-84, itis ob-
served that the net Opium Revenue is taken at £7,055,000
being £215,000 less than the Budget Estimate of 1882-83.
The value of the rupee is taken at Is. 71d., and the Tix-
penditure under Zachange at £773,000 more than Budget
Estimates of 1852-83. All the other Estimates are very
cautiously framed. The result is as follows :—

£
Revenue .. .. 067,274,000
Expenditure ... 66,817,000
Surplus 457,000

The reports on the Opium crop of the present season in
Bengal are unsatisfactory, which will affect the finances
of 1884-85, by uecessitating a still further reduction in
- the sales of Bengal Opium, and, therefore, probably in the
Opium Estimate.  On this subject Major Baring makes
the following remarks :—

I will not venture to predict what may be financial
“situation ab the commencement of the year 1884-85, All
“that can mow be said on this subject is that we com-
“ mence the year 1883-84 with a surplus of £457,000 in
“ hand ; that the Estimates for 1883-84 have been very
« cautiously framed; that the material prosperity of the
““country is increasing, and, unless famine should inter-
« vene, will contiuue to increase, with the result that the
“ Revenue from Excise, Salt, Stamps, Railways, &, is
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* steadily growing ; and lastly, that by the reduction of
“the Salt Duty the financial position has been much
“strengthened, and a fiscal reserve constituted, which,
« should the occasion unfortunately arise, can be used in
“case of necessity. So long as the value of the rupee and
« the Opium Revenue coutinue liable to such fluctuations
“ as those which we have recently wituessed, the financial
“situation of India must always contain some special ele-
“ ments of instability, but I see no reason for taking a
“ desponding view of that situation at present. On the
“ contrary there is every reason to believe that the country
“ will be well able to cope with whatever financial diffi-
“ culties the future may have in store.”

As regards the License Tax, it is said that no change is
at present proposed, and that the Government, whilst re-
coguising the inequalities in the incidence of the présent
tax, reserves full liberty of action in the future as to the
method of its treatment. Stock Notes to the extent of
only £163,000 have been taken up in the year, but pro-
longed experience can alone show whether the scheme
will ultimately take root in the country. It is worth
while to continue the experiment. Some modifications will
possibly be made in the details, Post Office Savings
Banks ‘were opened on April Ist, 1882. The amount at
present in deposit is £248,000. The number of depositors
on December 8lst, 1882, was 81,698, of whom 28,770
were natives, being a far larger proportion than in the
case,of the District and Presidency Savings Bauks. The
cash balance in India on March 31st, 1883, after allowing
for payment of Secrctary of State’s Bills during the year,
amounting to £15,042,000 true sterling, is estimated at
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£18,840,000. The usual 4 per cent, loan for Productive
Public Works will be contracted during the coming year,.

The amount will be £2300,000. TFull details will be
notified on or about July 15th. The cash balance in
India on March Slst, 1884, is estimated at £11,697,000;
but this is a very moderate estimate and will probably
be excecded.

Maxch 15th, 1883,

THE BILL TO AMEND THE CRIMINAL PRG~
CEDURE CODE OF 1872.

A Bill to amend the Criminal Procedure: Code
of 1872 was suddenly introduced into the Legis-
lative Council of India, on 2nd February 1883,
and while the public were silent in surprise
that a Government which had been showing a
desire to take the mercantile community into
its confidence should, without Warning, move
to have Buropean British subjects -outside the
Presidency towns put under the jurisdiction of
natives in criminal matters; the said Glovern-
ment was making a push to get the Bill referred:
to a Select Committee, so that opinions. might
there be recorded in its favor and public dis-
cussion avoided. The measure, however, being
one most hurtful to all who have interests in
the Mofussil, yow Committee at once called &,
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Special General Meeting of the Chamber for
21st February, and the proceedings at that
Meeting and the memorial drawn up and sent
to Government ‘against the Bill are now put
before you.

Trom Chamber to G overnment of India.
Calcutta, 6th March 1883.

At a Special General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, held on Wednesday the 21st of last month,
Resolutions were adopted with reference to the Bill
to amend the Criminal Procedure Code of 1872, so
far as it relates to the exercise of jurisdiction over
European British subjects ; and I am desired to forward
<copies thereof, hereto annexed, with the request that
the same be submitted to the Legislative Council of
His Tixcellency the Governor-General of India,

st Resolution.—Proposed by J.J. J. Reswick, Esq.,
Seconded by James Murdoch, Esq.

That in the opinion of this Meeting the alteration of the
law proposed by the Government in the Bill entitled « A
Bill to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1872, so
far as it relates to the excrcise of Jjurisdiction over Iuro-
pean British subjects,” calls for the unqualified disapproval
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and should be
opposed to the utmost by every meaus in its power,
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ond Resolution—Proposed by J. W. O'Keefe, Esq.,
Seconded by J. P. Thomas, Lisq.
That a sub-Committee of this Chamber b(f nppoiu-tcd
to draw up a memorial to Government, pro‘tcsnng against
the Bill, and to take steps to procure signatures to the
memovial throughout every district.

8rd Resolution.—Proposed by the Honorable R. Miller,
Seconded by E. E. Bigge, Bsq.

That the following Members of the Chamber be in-
vited to form the sub-Committee for the foregoing pur-
pose: J. J. J. Keswick, Esq; D. Cruickshank, fsq ; J.
Murdoch, Esq ; J. Flemington, Esq ; A. G. Watson, Lsq;
T, Aitchison, Esq ; with power to add to their number.

441, Resolution—Proposed by R. A. Turnbull, Esq.,

Seconded by J. J. Guise, Esq.

That this Chamber confer with the Chambers of the
Bombay and Madras Presidencies so as to take united
action against the Bill.

Present :—The Honorable R. Miller, President, in the’
Chair ; Messts. H. B. H. Tumer, J. J.J. Keswick, D.
Cruickshank, T. D. Ralli, J. Hay, W. R. T. Aitken,
J. 3. Guise, A. G. Watson, J. Mackillican, J. Murdoch,
F. Whitaey, E. F. Whitney, J. Horne, . Aitchison, T.
Carritt, J. Thomas, D. Fuchs, J. P. Thomas, R. Mitchell,
R. A. Tumnbull, W. H. Cheetham, C. . Smyth, J.
Stevenson, B, E. Bigge, J. R. Croft and J, W, O’Keefe,
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From Bengal Ckumber of Commerceto . W, Prisrosy, Bsa., Private
Seerctary to Ilis Excallency the Viceroy and Governor-General
of India. Caloutta, 25th April-1883.

Siz,

By direction of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, I-have tlie honor'to forward herewith for
submission to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-

. General of India a Memorial from the Chamber of Com-

merce relative to the Bill to amend'the Criminal Proce-
dure Code of 1882,
L have the Lonor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,.
H. W. 1. Woop.
Secretary,

C ——

To
IS EXCELLENCY Tir MOST HON'BLE
Tue MARQUIS or RIPON, r.c, K@, GOB, GMSI,
Governor-General of India wn Conncil

TEE  humble Memorial of the:
BrNear CmAMBER. OF CoMMERes,
SHEWETH,—

Taat your Memorialists have considered the provisions
of the Bill to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1882, and they beg respectfully to submit to Your xcel-
lency in Council their deliberate and well-considered views
respecting this measure,

Your Memorialists 'venture to think that their views
may be worthy of attention, because they, and those witk

2
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whom they are connected, are brought into direct and
intimate relations with the natives of this country. Those'
views are based upon long and wide experience. Your
Memorialists hope, moreover, that the fact that they do'
not apprehend any personal application of the proposed
measure in their own case, and that many of them may
probably. retire from the country before the fruits of the
proposed change mature, will strengthen rather than weak-
en the force of their opinion. That opinion may not
coincide with the sentimental and theoretical views of
persons devoid of experlence asto the actual circum-
stances of the country, or of those who ignorc differences,
of race, ereed, cducation and habits; but your Memorial-
ists trust that their sentiments deserve to be treated ag
something far removed from blind panic, unreasoning
clamour, or factious opposition. It commonly bappens,
indeed, that Englishmen come to this country imbued
with benevolent or sentimental theories, most of which are
based on the assumption that political equality between

the European and Nativo races is possible and desirable;

but such equality your Memorialists consider an illusion
—an illusion which has, indeed, a semblance of generosity,
but which very slight experience suffices to strip of its
speclons attractions and altogether to dispel. Those who
lave not penetrated beneath the plausible surface which
:the Oriental usually presents to Turopean eyes may conti-
nue to cherish such an illusion ; but it is impossible for
those to do so who, like your Memorialists, are brought
into daily contact with the various classes of the people
in the ordinary transactions of life.

Your Memorialists, asa body of mercantile men, are
deeply interested in all that may affect the development
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-of the resources of this country. They vecognise that
their interests as representing Kuropean capital in this
«country, are bound up with the security and prosperity of
the country; and are, therefore, indentical with the true
interests of their native fellow-subjects. Your Memorialists
fecl sure that it is not necessary to press upon the atten-
tion of Your Excellency in Couucil the disastrous effects of
insecurity, or even a feeling of insecurity, upon trade and
commerce. It Is superfluous to insist upon sc obvious a
fact of experience as the sensitivencss of capital. A sense
-of insecurity, especially 2 sense of personal insecurity ari-
sing from want of confidence in the administration of Cri-
minal Justice, cannot fail to paralyze capital and to arrest
jts flow into the counbry, while it will unjustly impose
serious sacrifices on those who have already invested their
capital in reliance upon the existing state of security.
Your Memorialists regret that their experience compels
them to condemn, emphatically, the present Bill, and to
view with distrust the policy which appears to underlie it.
Your Memorialists trust that it is not too late to ex-
press such an opinion. They submit that the admission
of natives into the Civil Service does notin the slighest
degree preclude objection to the policy of the present
measure. The public conld scarcely be expected to fore-
see the present development of that policy : since the
Government itself did not contemplate such a result, even’
down to the framing of the present Criminal Procedure
Code. Nor did the large mass of opinions and reports
submitted when that Code wasin preparation indicate
such a result as desirable, much less as inevitable ; for
although neamly two hundred opinions were then laid

e
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-before Your-Excellency-in Council, only one faintly fore-
shadowed any such measure. The Government admitted
‘natives into the Civil Service subject to the restrictions
at present existing. Had the Government then contem-
plated perfect equality of powers, it would doubtless have
considered ftself bound in fairness to make known itsviews
at that time, . Had any such development been foreseen,
it would undoubtedly have called forth the same-objection
25 is now urged against the present measure; which mea-
sure, it is now said, is a necessary consequence of the step
then taken.

Your Memorialists further venture to submit that nei-
ther the present measure, nox the policy upon which it
appears 1o be based, are necessary or legitimate develop=
ments of the spirit of Her Majesty’s Proclamation of
1858, Tf that Proclamation involved such changes as the
present Bill contemplates, farther advance in the same
direction would be inevitable ; so that the finality claimed
for this measure could not exist, Her Majesty’s Procla-
mation, however, does not profess to preseribe-or define
the course of future legislation, which is by law placed
under the control of Your Excellency in Council.

Nor does Her MMajesty’s Proclamation declare or even
contemplate that avy larger share in the government or
administration of the country than was then enjoyed by
the native races should be conceded to them : or that
those races should attain greater power or influence, It
declares that, “so far as may be,” all Her Majesty’s sub-
eets, “of whatever race or creed,” shall be freely and
impartially admitted © to offices, the duties of which they
may be qualified by their education, ability, and integrity
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duly to discharge.” This declaration isnot confined to
any class of Her Majesty’s subjects, and leaves their em-
ployment tobe determined, subjéct to the existing law,
Dby their fitness and other circumstances -of the case.

Tho Proclamation initiated no new policy.

- The view above submitted is that adopted by successive
Governmentg, including the Government which framed
and issued the Proclamation. Their action shews that
they did not consider themselves bound to accord to the
native races any greater shareof the administration than
the circumstances of the time rendered '{vitting. To attri-
bute to them a different view would be to charge them
with  deliberate disregard, of the seitled policy of the
country ; since natives were not,until recently, even eligi-
ble for the Civil Service.

Moreover, your Memorialists venture to submit, that it
would not have been competent-to Her Most Gracious
Majesty, by Proclamation, to prescribe the course of future
legislation—a consideration which appears’ conclusive as
to the true scope of the Proclamation in question.

Your Memorialists, therefore, deem themselves at liber-
ty to consider this proposed measure on its merits, both
as regards its policy and its detailed provisions.

The policy of the Bill is set forth in the “Objects and
Reasons,” and has received further elucidation and deve-
lopment by Your Excellency in Council,

All parties agree in considering that policy to be the
policy of forthwith conceding a larger share in the ad-
ministration to the native races. Tho conclusion that




i4
<this is the policy of the Bill is forced upon your Hfemori-
alists. The same conclusion is cagerly adopted by the
atives,

Your Excellency’s speech in Council appears to confirm
this view: since Your Excellency based the defence of
the Bilt, as your Memoralists understand, upon the Queen’s
Proclamation, which Your Excellency appeared to con-
sider a declaration of the principle of complete equality
between the Englishman and the Native. The statement
of Objects and Reasons of the Billis to the same effect :
for it states that “it was thought anomalous that, while
natives of India were admitted to the Covenanted Civil
Service, and held competent to discharge the highest
judicial duties, they should be deemed incompetent to be
Justices of the Peace and to exercise jurisdiction over
Turopean British subjects outside the Presidency towns ;"
it speaks of ¢ removing the present bar upon the invest-
ment of Native Magistrates in the interior with powers
over Turopean British subjects ;7 and then proceeds to
say—The Government of India has accordingly decided
to settle the question of jurisdiction over Kuropean British

subjects in such a way as to remove from the Code, at
once and completely, every judicial disqualification which
is based merely on race distinctions.”

Your Memorialists can discover no anomaly in the ex-
isting system beyond the natural anomaly that races differ;
with the result that the subject race is unfit to govern the
dominant race.

The Bill ignores this difference, and, assuming equality
for the purposes contemplated, proceeds to bestow upon
certain classes of natives a further share in the adminis-

|
|
|
|
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tration’ of justice, irrespective of race, and as 2 matter of
zight.  The policy might have been more plainly stated =
but it is impossible to escape the conclusion at which all
partics have arrived as to its character.

This policy rests upon the assumption that a naiive:
who has attained a certain position in the administration
is, in all respcets, as well qualified as an Englishman to
perform all duties which an Engtishman of similar position:
may be set to perform. To proceed to apply this theory—
a theory requiring a bold disregard of fact and experienco
—t0 so delicate a matter as the administration of Crimival
Justice between the two races, is surely not warranted,
much less required, by the Queen’s Proclamation, That
Proclamation expressly provides for actual fitness in the
person employed of whatever race he may be; and sigui-
ficautly points to education and integrity as elementsin
the qualification.  Your Memorialists submit that nor
reasonable person can possibly ignore the difference of
character arising from difference of race, or venture to-
assume that, even with like education and similar sur-
roundings, such difference could be eradicated.

But here the original difference of character is height-
ened by difference of education, influences, habits, creed
and aims, It appears to your Memorialists that the
policy in question rests upon a confusion of idcas with
regard to the Proclamation, namely that the absence of
disability implies fitness,

This policy your Memorialists view with the utmost
anxiety, and they regard the necessity of discussing it as
a public misfortune, They cannot admit the assumption
upon which it res(s : or allow that a few years in Ingland
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can possibly qualify natives' of this country to take the
same share in the administration of the country as English-
men. But the Bill does not contemplate that class alone,
or chiefly; but includes within its purview those educated
in this country, surrounded by every influence Which Lends-
to widen the gulf of race distinction.

Your Memorialists are fully sensitle of the' wisdom of
laying the foundations of Government deep in the welfare
of the governed ; and'they are always ready, when con-
sulted, to approve any well considered measures tending
to the real benefit of the natives; but your Memorialists
are convinced that it is cruel to them, and mischievous
to the State, to affcct to countenance such illusions as
the policy of the present Bill seems calculated to encourage.
Such illusions, if persisted in, are, ‘in their opinion, cal-
culated to cause grave' and serious disaster throughout
Tndia, and that too ta no very remote period of time.

This Bill, when originally brought forward, was rested
solely on the ground that it would remove an anomaly.
There was no suggestion of administrative difficulty ; nor
has any such difficulty been suggested as might not be
surmounted without public detriment. It has, indeed,
been stated that, inasmuch as one-sixth of the Civil
Service may consist of natives, there must ultimately be
administrative difficulty ; but it is obviously impossible
at present to foresee whether it may not be quite easy to
overcome that difficulty should it ever occur. It fs, at
any rate, sufficiently clear that no serious difficulty has
at present arisen, or can af present arise. The suggested
difficulty is, therefore, purely speculative,
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On the other hand, the immediate mischief actually
resulting from even the iutroduction of this Bill, is, un-
fortanately, no longer a matter of speculation, Bitter
race feelings have been evoked by what is felt, and your
Memoridlists think vightly felt, to be an unmnecessary,

* illjudged and ill-considered attack on a justly cherished:

vight. A wise statesmanship would, they venture to think
shrink from evoking such feelings, and would certainly
not encounter such mischiefs in pursuit of any merely
speculative good. But the harm does not stop there :—
the proposed tiibunals will necessarily invite distrust,
instead of ling that public confidence which is
essential to the due administration of justice. Here,
surely, is an administrative difficulty of sufficient mag-

nitude to disturb all who value the cfficient administration

of justice. The mischief, wmoreover, does not stop even
here ; for out of the evils indicated, mischievous resulls
will arise, at present incaleulable ;—distrust engendered,
paralysis to enterprisc and discouragement of the natur-
ally loyal ; these arve but some of the baneful results which
may e reasonably apprehended.  Such fears, it is said,
have been often cutertained and as often falsified. It is
true that English feeling as to matters affecting the
relations between the Lwo races is highly sensitive. This,
however, seems to your Memorialists the reverse of a
reason for disregarding it ; seeing that such seusitivencss
aises from a perception of the danger involved in any
disturbance of the relations at present existing. Your
Memorialists regret that they cannot admit that such
fears have been unfounded in time past, for they feel
that the position of Iinglishmen in India has been low-
cred, and consequently the foundations of British security

3
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perceplibly affected by cvery similar measure in the
past.

Your Memorialists, judging from past experience, can-
not help fearing that like effects will acerue from the
present measure, and it must tend to deprive Tnglishmen
settled in this country, comparatively fow’ and often
widely scattercd, of that position which is universally felt
to be essential not only to their welfare and to the safety
of themselves and their families, but also to the very ox-
istence of British rule. Tt is to such settlers that the
veal acquisition of India as an integral portion of the
Bmpire may be traced and justly credited. It is the
beneficent flow of peaceful commerce which has turned
the desolation of conquest into fruitful prosperity.

And to what end is society to be thus moved to its
depths

“Vour Memorialists respectfully submit that the suscepti-
bilities of the entire British community deserve to be,
. in the eyes of a British Government, as worthy of con-
sideration as the susceptibilities of a few native officials.
There can be no pretence of any injustice to be remedied 5
for these gentlemen entered the service upon the footing
of the existing law : and, indeed, could not have obtained
n on the footing now claimed for them without

admi:
exciting the same feclings as have now been aroused,
The proposed measure seems to your Memorialists to be
in every way unjust and impolitic, wncalled for by ad-
ministrative ncccséity, caleulated to evoke feclings of race
antagonism which prudent statesmanship would allow
to slumber, tending to create distrust of the policy of
Governurcut, and to destroy confidence in the administra-
tion of the Criminal Law,

i9
Your Memorialists do not desire to dwell unnecessarily

apon the details of the proposed measure. They venture,
however, to call attention to a singular inconsistency in

he utterances in Council respecting one provision of the
Bill. The supposition that a mative would never be
pointed a C Magistrate was wel d as obvi-

I
ating what could not be denied to be a danger, the danger,
namely, of allowing British soldiers to be tried by native
Magistrates. But surely it is, part of the anomaly sought
to be removed that a native should not be so appointcd :
and it is strange to set about removing one anomaly in reli-
ance upon the existence of another. The satisfaction,
however, created by the existence of that anomaly is
rudely shaken when it is bered that a C:

Magistrate may become subordinate to a native Col-
lector ; who, as his superior magisterial officer, is, in the
exercise of his discretion, entitled to assume jurisdiction in
criminal cases ordinarily triable by o Cantonment Magis-

trate,

The Bill also, while empowering Natives {o try Tu- -

ropeans, cxcludes Buropeans from such functions ; unless,
indeed, such Europ are Members of the C

Civil Service, Assistant Cq s in Non-Regulation
Provinces, or Cantonment Magistrates. The Bill, theve-
fore, in pursuit, as is professed, of race equality, creates
race inequality, and disqualifies, as was pointed out in
Your Escellency’s Council, a considerable aund useful
class of Magistrates, who would, otherwise, have exorcised
the function of trying Buropeans with benefit to the com-
munity, as numerous members of this class have hitherto

done,
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In conclusion your Memorialists fecl confident thab

Your Excellency in Council, solicitious for the welfare
and prosperity of all classes of Iler Majesty’s subjects,
will accept the results of practical experience, and will
give such weight as may be due to the views herein
submitted. If, as your Memorialists trust, those views
recommended themselves as just :—if the opinion of your
Memorialists is, as they venture to hope, entitled to weight,
as representing the feeling of the Iuropean Mercantile

ity «—if Your Excell in Council is satisfied
that in passing this measure you will be disregarding the
fecling of the Mercantile and Buropean community, even
should that feeling fail to meet with sympathy from Your
Excellency in Council :—then your Bemorialists cannot
doubt that Your Excellency in Council will not shrink,
in the interests of good Government, from withdrawing
the present Bill without further delay,—a result for which
your Memorialists humbly pray,

On bebalf of the Memorialists,
ROBERT MILLER,
President, Bengel Chamber of Commerce,
H.W. L WOOD,
Seevetaryy, Bengal Chamber of Comnerce.
CALCUTTA, 10¢h April 1883.

Government Iouse, Simla, 28th April.
Siz,

1 have laid before the Viceroy the Memorial from the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce relative to the Bill to amend
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the Criminal Procedure Code, which you forwarded in
your letter to me of the 25th instant ; and His Excellency
desires me to-request that you will inform the Commitice
that the Memorial will receive careful consideration from
‘himself and bis colleagues.
I have the honor to be,
RSir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sd.) E. W, PRIMROSE.

H.W. 1. WO0O0D, Esq.

NECESSITY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT QF
CHEAP RAILWAY COMBUNICATION
IR ENDIA.

Barly in the year a pamphlet was published in Cal-
cutta which endeavoured ” to show tho dominant position
India occupies as the source of supply of wheat to Turope ;
the ease with which the greater part of the English grain
trado could be diverted from America to' India; and the
advantages, both to the English manufacturer and to the
Indian ryot, that would result from India hecoming the
sole source of supply of wheat to the United Kingdom, ”

The pamphlet attracted considerable attention, and
received general concurrence in its main contention, that
cheaply constructed railways and the lowest scale of
charges, would coufer immense benefit on the wheat
trade of India and advance its general agricultural and
manufacturing industries,
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Your Committee were of opinion that early opportunity
should be taken of bringing this ably discussed question
prominently under the notice of the Viceroy and Governor-
General, and of pressing upon Iis Txcellency’s consi-
deration the urgent necessity for removing as far as
possible the obstacles that prevented the Indian wheat
trade from competing with that of America on more
equal terms. They, therefore, addressed the following
Jetter to this Excellency at whose hands it will no
doubt receive the fullest attention :—

To .
HIS EXCELLENCY mie MOST HONOURABLE
Tus MARQUIS or RIPON, K. G, G. M. 8. I,
Viceroy and Governor-General of India,
Dated Calewtta, 10th Marcl 1882,

My LorD MARQUIS,—

T AM desived by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce to forward for Your Ixcellency’s perusal
a copy of a pamphlet on the development of India,
which has lately been published at Caleutta, and which
has attracted considerable attention on the part of the
mercantile community of this place.

As in most papers, written with the special object of
exciting interest qud inquiry, and which deal with very
large and comprehensive subjects, the writer may be said
on some points to have somewhat overstated lfis case,
and, perhaps, on others, to have under-cstimated the
diflicultics that doubtless surround the large questions
of which he treats.

i
|
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Dut in the main, the views taken in the paper appear
%o the Commitlee to he correct and sound. The facts
advanced are chiefly in connection with the wheat trade
of India; but on this point the Commitice may add
that there is hardly a trade or a manufactwring industry,
cither in England or in India, which is not directly
interested in the develoy of cheap ication:
inIndia, and in the expansion of trade that would un-
doubtedly follow from thus affording an outlet for the
agricnltural products of the country.

Belicving that there can hardly be a subject which,
throughout all the educated community, both Iuropean
and Native, should command a more universal intcrest
than that dealt with in this pamphles, the Chamber of
Commerce has ventured to bring it prominently to your
Excellency’s notice.

T'rom information before the Chamber, it would appear
to be a positive fact that in many parts of India, cven
within the Lower Provinces of Bengal itself, a humper
harvest, at the presont time, is a positive misfortune to
the ryot. Last year, and the year before, it is beyond
doubt that difficulty was experienced by the Government
in collecting tho revenue, by the zemindars in realising
their rents, and by Manchester merchants in selling their
picce-goods, to a great extent owing to the disastrously
splendid harvests.  Rice and food were so cheap that
people, a few miles from the railway, could hardly realise
cenough specie to pay their rents or to buy the few articles
of Linglish manufactured goods thoy ordinarily consume.

In Central India, along the valley of the Mihdnadi,
year after year, wheat may be purchased at from 5 to 6
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shillings per quarter. The greater part of this country
is an expansce of fertile soil,. where grain and oil-seeds
cotton and tobacco, might be grown in enormous quan-
tities were faci

ties only given for this agricultural produce
to find a market. But at present there is mo access to
this country from Calcutta by rail ;—the province is
practically closed to all foreign trade with this side of
India ;—there is neither any outlet for the surplus corn
produced, noxr any means by which English salt and
English picce-goods can penetrate into the interior of the
country.

The loss, both to England and to India, that is caused
by the present defective communications of India is, in
the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, important
cnough to come properly within the sphere of practical
polity. The evil affects both countries, for there can be
no doubt, could the whole of the surplus agricualtural
products of India be profitably placed on the markets of
Tourope, the Jarger export would, to a great extent, be
balanced by a greater consumption of nglish goods in
this country. The Committee acknowledge gratefully
the recognition given by your Lordship’s Government
to the existence of Indian industries, and while adwmitting
gully the justice of your Lordship’s remarks at the recent
Trade’s Dinner on the unsounduess of so-called ¢ protec-
tion,” the Committee would add that the removal of ob-
structions to the existing trade of the country is the ouly
species of protection that is asked for,

As regards the extension of railways, the only cause
the Committee can assign for the singular delay that
now occurs in the construction of lines, of which every

=5 R ”i
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one admits the pressing necessity, is the multitude of
different authorities through whom every railway scheme
has to permeate before any final decision can be arrived as.
The present system is so involved, that there is no wonder
that years may, and do elapse before any decision can be
arrived at even with regard to lines of paramount import-
ance to the trade of the country.

As instances of such delay, the Chamber would specially
call attention to the following cases :—

@) The Indus Bridge at Sulkur; the link now
wanting between the granaries of the Pupjab aund the
sea-board.

After years of discussion, the construction of the Indus
Valley line was decided upon in the year 1869 ; ihe line
was opened throughout in 1878, and now, in the year 1883,
the design for the Indus Bridge is not even yet decided
upon.

(2) The Hooghly Bridge, the completion of which is
s0 urgently required for increasing the shipping facilities
of the Port of Calcutta.

The first design of this bridge was drawn out fn August
1879, and to this date, the Commiitee believe, the iron
work for the bridge has not yet arrived from England.

(3) The Nugpur-Caleutta Railway.

The surveys for a line rnoning from Nagpur eastward
through the Central Provinces as far as Chattisgurh were
completed and the project submitted to the Government
of Tndia in November 1871, Orders on the project did

4




a0t apparently Issac Lill the year 1875-7G. The align-
ment of the Railway was finally fixed upon in 1876-77.
Tothing was done in 1877-78. Orders for the construction
of the Jine were issued only in May 1878, nearly seven
years after the project had been submitted. The first
section of line was opened on the 6th April 1880. As
regards the extension of the line towards Caleutta, the
Committee understand that, although the railway will
open out some of the richest districts in India, both in
agricultural and mineral wealth, and alihough the surveys
were practically completed last year, sanction cannot yet
be obtained from the India Office for the commencement
of the line:

Unless some simpler system can be devised for dealing
with the railway business of Government, the Chamber
confess they view the future with the gravest apprehension.
The accommodation available at the Howrah station is
already far too small for the existing trade of the Port
of Calcutta, and the present juconveuiences are daily
increasing with the additional traflic brought to the port
by the various sections of railway newly opened from
time to time. It will, the Chamber fear, e impossible
for the shipping facilities of Caleutta io expand pari
passw with the trade wnless some single and JSinal au-
thority in this country is empowered to deal more
capeditiously with all the railway and shipping questions
involved, us they arise.

Mueh stress has lately been Jaid by Government on the

Josivalil:

y of promoting the construction of railways by
private enterprise.  Ou this point the Committee ventures
Lo suggest, Ut it will be almost impossible 1o attrac

a7

docal. capital to-the construction of railways until promoters
<an be certain of a more speedy decision with regard to
the schemes they place before Government for approval.

At present, when a scheme is put forward by capitalists
both ready and able to carry it out, after the scheme has
been-carried through the Local Authorities, the Provincial
Government, and the various Departments of the Govern-
ment of Lndia, all of which necessaily takes some time,
it is almost certain that nearly every important point in
connection with the proposed line will have to be referred
home to the Secretary of State in Council ; the Council
representing o large deliberative body of almost every
shade of opinion. Under the most favourable circum-
stances, at least a year must probably elapse between the
ineeption of the schemo and the reply from England.

Under such circumstances how can it be expected that
Tailway coustruction by private enterprise will be warmly
taken up in this country? It cannot be expected that
capitalists will consent to lock up a large amount of money
(liable practically to be called upon at any moment) for
the considerable period of time which a reference home
now necessarily entails,

Tt appears to the Committee that, subject to certain
general priuciples, and also within a certain limited scope
of railway extension, to bein each case laid down by the
Sceretary of State, the Government of India should be

-empowered to deal finally with railway schemes put for-

ward by promoters iu this country. If private enterprise
is to succced (and more especially.in this country, where
the coustruction of work can be carvied on ouly at certain
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seasons, and where hence a delay of only a few weeks
means, in many cases, the loss of a whole year) it is an
absolute necossity that promoters should be assured that
no protracted delay will be allowed to occur hefore they are
authorized in proceeding with the worls.

Regarding the reduction of railway rates, an analysis
of the published accounts of the various Companies leads
the Committee to a belief that the standing charges (i.e.,
those that do not fluctuate materially with the traffic
carried) form so large a percentage of the total working
expenses of railway lines, that a moderate inerease of traffic
soon Dbalunces a material reduction in rates. Without
burdening this letler with the detailed statistics on which
this conclusion is founded, the Committee will here content
with observing that goods rates have, within the
last few years, heen to some extent reduced, and that,

e eouddly, with each reduction of rates the net
piofits of die mailways have increased. The Committee
believe the limit hat not yet been reached at which a
reduction of rates would result in more than a very tem-
porary loss to the Railway Revenues of Government,

The Committee trusts not only that some investigation
may be wade with the object of solving bow far the rail-
way goods rates could, in the interests of the country, be
reduced without loss ciilier to the Railway Companies
or to Governmuit, but also that some practical decision
on the subject may be arrived at, and carly acted upon.
The Chomber feel the urgent necessity of Temoving, as
far o possible, without any further delay, the obstacles

}‘ that now prevent the Indian trade from competing with
that of Armerica on more equal terms,
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The Committee of the Chamber of Comnerce would be
glad to sec some recoguized point of contact established
between the daily increasing trade of the country on the
one side, and the Government railway interests on the
other. Should the necessary powers be given to the
Government of India to deal (within certain limits) with
all railway business in this cowntry, the authority who
may represent this department of the Government of
India will doubtless in himself furnish the point of contact
required. But in addition to this, it seems to the Chamber
of Commerce advisable that some means should be devised
of bringing the Chairman of the Port Commissioners,
the Director-General of Railways, the Government Consult-
ing Engiueer, the Agents of the 1. I and E. B. Railways,
and all the other authorities directly connected with the
detailed export and import business of the trade of Caleutta
into some regular system of personal communication, in
order to faciliate the discussion and the settlement of all
the numerous and intricate questious involved.

These matters have been so often the subject of delibera-
tion on the part of your Excellency’s Government, that
the Committee confidently hope that the whole of the
questions may now be cousidered sufliciently ripe for some
immediate action to be taken with regard to them. In
the interests of the eutire Anglo-Indian trade, the questions
of the more rapid extension of the Indian railways, of the
reduction of the goods rates, and of the provision of more
extended shipping facllitios at the principal Indian ports,
appear to urgently call for prompt action ou the part of
Government.

Along with the great advantages to the cotton, the iron,
and the ship-owning interests in Englaud, which would
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beseeared by the development of the trade of India, the
Chamber have in view no less ihe advancement, of the

material prosperity and the advancement of the natives
of this great country.

s Whatever conclusions may ultimately commend them-
selves to your Excellency, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
feels assured that the pressing and vital questions  dealt;
with in the paper now forwarded, and which they have
been enabled to touch upon only briefly in this let
will receive the careful and ea
of such extreme importance t
of Her Majesty’

ter,
ruest attention that questions
o the welfare of all classes
s subjects so unquestionably deserve,

i, I have the honor to be,
My Lorp Marqurs,
Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant,
H. W. I WooD,
U Seeretary of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Lrom Private Secretary to H. I7, The Viceroy and
Governor-General of India, to Chamber,
Government Hous, Caleuita, Mavel 1447, 1883,

Tam desived by His Excellency the Viceroy to ac-
! knowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter of
the 10th March, enclosing copies of a pamphlet on the

development of Tndia.

His Excellency wishés me to say
and the views of the Chamber
pressed in your letter, w

that the pamphlet
of Commerce as ox.
ill receive his early and full
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allention ; and Tam fo ask you to be good enough to

send a few sparc copies of the lotter if you have them
by you.

INSUFFICIERNT ACCOMRMODATION FOR THE
EXPORT TRABE OF CALCUTTA.

The following letter to the Government of
Bengal represents the inadequacy of the accommo-
dation now available in the port for its increasing
export trade, the insufficiency of space at ITowrah,
and the consequent injury done not only to
the interests of Caleutta but to those of all other
parts of the country connected with it, by pre-
venting a much larger volume of trade being put
through than existing arrangements will admis
of.

A Committee of members of the Port Commis-
sion and the Chamber are now considering the
measures most practicable for extending the ac-
commodation of the Port.

From Chamber to the Government of Bengal.
Caleutia, 28th February 1883.

Tmz Commitiee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce

request me o address you on the subject of the accommo-

dation now available in the Port of Caleulta for export
cargo.
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I the emly part of last year a Comumittee, appointed
by the Government of India to consider the question of
establishing Central Railway Stations in Caleutta, sat with
reference to the general subject. It now approaches a’year
since that Committee met, but so far no result has been
made public ; and whereas the volume of the trade of Cal-
cutta is steadily increasing, no material progress appears
to have been made to cularge the means of carrying on the
trade which is already far beyond what the port, as at
present furnished, can handle with advantage,

With regard to-the Central Passenger Station, the Com-
mittee have only to say that in their opinion such a station
would be a great improvement to the town : the objectt of
‘the present communication is however to bring to the
attention of Government a matter which very deeply
concerns the commercial interests of Caleutta, and not of
Caleutta only, but of every part of the country to which
Caleutta serves as a Port,

The space which is now available at Howrah for the ac-
commodation of export cargo is insufficient for the trade,

The utmost endeavours of the East Indian Railway can-
not place much more than 4,000 tons of cargo in the hands

of its consignees within one working day. In order to

remove that quantity, consignees are compelled to take
their goods away as fast as the Railway Company can
deliver it; that is to say, scarcely any time is afforded to
consignees to ascertain that the weight or quality of their
cargo is correct : the process of delivery is almost confined
within the strict limit of delivery and removal. TIf the
goods are intended for shipment, as is the great bulk of the
downward cargo, and if the vessel for which they are intend-
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ed is not ready to reccive them at tho time of delivery,

«they must either be carried in carts across the bridge to
Caleutta at considerable risk and cost, or placed in boats
and become liable to loss and demurrage,

The space at Howrah asnow available js cqual to the
delivery under conditions satisfactory to the consignec of
hardly more than 2,000 tons per day ; or at high pressure
Tato under conditions satisfactory neither to the Railway nor
to the consigneo of barely more thau 4,000 tous : whereas
the other conditions of the trade as regards supplies in the
interior and demand from foreign countries, are frequently -
in the course of the season favowralle to 2 daily velumo of
double the larger amouut. -

If there were space enough at Howrah to permit of a
satisfactory delivery to consignees, a very much greater
volume of trade would frequently be put through ; 5o that
the existing condition of things couses a distinct limitation
to the trade of this Port,

The injury done by the restriction of space the Com-
mittee believe to be cenormous, not only to the interests of
Caleutta as a Dort, but to every part of India with whicl,
Calcutta is connected by trade, and to be very far reach
in its effects. .

So long as the condition of things now complained of
continues, it seems almost futile to talls of Railway cxten-
sions in the interior of Bengal in councetion with the Taust
Indian Railway : the terminus of that line is unable to deal
with the traffic it already possesses, and to enlargo thag
traffic will simply be to inerease our embarrassmens,

Itis also premature to agitale for another reform, whicl,
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like railway cxtension, is most urgenlly wanted, namely
a general reduction in the rates of freight.

It is a fact, which requires no proof, that cach successive
reduction in rates of railway freight leads alinost instantly
to a fresh accession of both traflic and of profit, of trade
to the country aud of profit to the railway : but there can
be neither the one nor the other, if without reference to
what the line can carry or the country can export, the limit
of delivery at the terminus has been alrcady reached.

A hope is held out to the Chamber that great relief at
Howsah will be felt as soon as the Hooghly Railway Bridge
is completed, and the passenger traffic divorted thence to
the Town of Caleutta. The opening of the Railway Bridge
will not, however, be effected for some years : it is stated:
that, owing to non-arrival of materials,-the delay of a yoar
beyond the or iginal period cstimated is already assured. In
the meantime, the trade of Caleutta is stroggling to grow,
and unless much greater accommodation than that which
the whole of the Howrah station can afford is provided, the
prospect of real relicf is as distant as cver,

Whatever steps are to he taken to place the facilities for
trade in this port on equal terms with the demand for them,
the Comumittee of the Chamber would urgently represent
that action onght to be taken at once, and the steps they
desire to advocate are as follows :—

The space on the railway foreshore where the river is
deep cuough Lo allow of boats loading from the bank should
be made use of for storing and sampling sheds, The Railway
and Government Engineers are most competent to say in
what way the Howrah side of the river can be best made use
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of, and no time should be lost in so applying it : in addition
to this, preparation should be made to avail of the entry of
the Tast Indian Railway into Caleutta which will take
place when the Railway Bridge is finished. ’

The accommodation at Howrah should be considered
merely supp 'y to larger dation on tho left
bank of the river,

In considering of what nature this latter should be,
several points have to be taken into account :

1. The cargo which will come into Caleutta is divisible
into 2 classes,—the goods intended for shipment, and
the goods intended for local consumption.

2. A main depbt at Chitpore on the Canal or at Sealdah
would be of little rcal service to exporters of produce by the
Tast Indian Railway : it is too far from the shipping: goods
discharged there would require to be either boated at risk
and expense or carted through Calcutta, both of which would
be most objectionable. The export class of goods require
warehouse accommodation where they can be examined and
xepacked. When these are complete, the
of shipping has to be attended to, and neither a canal site
nor even a riverside station at Chitpore, is sac:sl'actcny for
this purpose for the reason given.

3. Scaldah and Chitpore aré already largely occupied by
the jute trade. The station there should, in the opinion of
the Committee, be applied to that trade, and for the pur-
poses of the goods imported for local consumption.

4. The great bull of the export goods require riverside ac-
commodation, and this can be obtained by carrying the main
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line of railway round Caleutta by way of the South Eastern
Railway,'which it should leave near the Balligunge station,
and thence behind Alipore, on a high level line, to Garden
Reach, whero for fully three miles below Meteabrooz there is
deep water on the river's edge, and excellent mooring for
ships of all sizes.

Alinc of railway running pazallel with the river could ho
accommodated with warehouses suitable for receiving and
storing produce, and a series of pontoons could doubtless he
arranged for the purposes of sl;ipment

A great part of this undertaking, namely, the entry of
the Bast Indian Railway into Sealdah, has already been
sanctioned by the Government, and doubtless the raising
of the necessary - capital has been provided for also. The
extension which the Committee of the Chamber advocate
will require o large sum, probably £1,500,000 ; but secing
the enhancement of value it must entail on o great area of
property in and near Caleutta, and the large traffic it is
certain to command, it hardly need be expected that
insuperable difficultics will he found in the way of raising
the necessary funds.

The Committeo look on the cost of this extensfon ag the
least difficult part of the undertaking.

b The great point now
10 view is to obtain, in the £

st place, a setiled plan, and,
in the next, permission to have it carried out, The pro-
longed delay which takes place before steps are taken {o
provide for the growth of the trade is a fact that fills this
Committee with alarm, and which,

in their opinion, hag
done, and will still do, ;

most serious injury to the country,

—_—
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DOCKING ACCOMRMODATION ACQUIRED BY
THE PORT COMRiISSIONERS.

The Calcutta Docking Company’s Dock and
premises having passed into the hands of the
Port Commissioners with the view of providing
for their own vessels, the shipping of the port
has been deprived of docking accommodation
hitherto at its disposal, and in reply to the
Committee’s reference on the subject they wero
informed that it is believed the Commissioners’
vessels will keep the dock constantly occupied,
but that if at any time it is not so engaged, and if
an outside vessel is in urgent need of docking and
cannot find accommodation elsewhere in the port,
the Commissioners would probably be able to
place their dock at its disposal.

From Chamber to the Port Commissioners.
Calcutta, 8th Lebruary 18883,

Tre Committee of the Chamber of Commerco learn
by Government of Bengal Notification of the 17th of
last month, that it is the intention of Government to
take up, under Act X of 1870, certain lands at Iowrah,
including the premises of the Calcutta Docking Com-
pany, for the purpose of docking and repairing the
several vessels, hoats, buoys, &o, the property of the
Port Commissioners.
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The Commitlec desive me to inquire if it is the intention
of the Commissioners to devote such Jands and premises
exclusively to the purposes stated in the Notification, or
[ whether the property to be acquired will bo used for
! i the general accommodation of the Port, so as to admit
of the Caleutta Docking Company’s dock, after it has
passed into the Commissioners’ hands, Dbeing available
for vessels other than those of the Commissioners,
which may require” docking accommodation, and which
has been hitherto at the -disposal of the shipping of
the port.

- From Port Commissioners to Chamber.
The 27th February 1883.

i I am directed to acknowledge recept of your letter
of the Sth instant, enquiring whether the Caleutta
Docking Company’s dock, after it has passed into the
Commissioners’ hands, will be available for vessels other
than those belonging to the Cx The letter
was laid before the Commissioners at their last Meeting,
and T forward herewith, for your information and that
of the Chamber, a copy of the Resolution which was
passed thereupon.

Copy of & Resolution. passed by the Comvmissioners at
o Mecting held on the 14th day of February 1883,

Read letter from the Secretary to the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, enquiring whether vessels other than those
belonging to the Commissi will be lated
in the Caleutta Docking Company’s docks after the
premises have been taken over by the Commissioners,

TR
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Resorvep: That in reply, the Chamber of Commerce
be informed that the object which the Commissioners
have in view is (as stated in the Notification) to provide
accommodation for their own vessels; and it is believed
that the pumber of thesc vessels will be sufficiently
large to keep the dock 1y occupicd, If, however,
at any timo hereafter, the dock is unoccupied by vessels
belonging to the Commissioners, and an outside vessel
fs in wgent need of docking and cannot {ind accommo-
dation clsewhere in the port, the Gommissioners, under
such circumstances, would prebably not fecl themselves
debarred from coming to the assistanco of the shipping
of the port by making thelr dock available,

HOSPITAL DUES AND PORT CHARCES.

Under the Indian Ports Act an annual state-
ment is published of the receipts and charges
of the Port with the ewception of receipts and

1 on ¢t of pilotage; all port dues
arc collected by the Port Commissioners on
behalf of Government, but there is nothing to
shew how the charges for pilotage are appro-
priated, So that the statement from which these
charges are omitted is of relatively little value.

The Committec have represented the expedi-
ency of including in such statement the account
realised on pilotage account and how it has been
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disposed of, but they have had no answers to-

their letters on the subject.

From Chamber to the Government of Bengal.
Calcutta, 28th November 1889

Tn June 1878 the Committee of the Chamber of Come
merce placed themselves in communication with the
Government of Bengal on the subject of Hospital Dues
and Marine Charges, aund on the Oth March 1879, a Reso-
lution was recorded by the Honorable the Licutenant-
Govornor, in which the estimates of the Marine Depart-
meut for the year 1877-78 wero reviewed, and other
questions in connection with Marine expenditure dealy

with, and His Hounor directed the appoiutment of -

Committee to thoroughly investigate the accounts of.
income and expenditure, :

Under the Indian Ports Act, No, 12 of 1875, it ig
provided by Section 47, that a distinet account shall be
kept, showing in complete detail the receipts and charges
of the Port, and an abstract statemont of every such
account shall be published annually, and the balance af
debit or eredit of the Port Fund account duly exhibited,
It is farther provided that all expenses, fucluding the pay
andallowances of all persons upon the establishment oy
the port, the cost of buoys, beacons, lights and other
works incurred, shall be charged to such account, wis the
exeeplion of receipts and cwpenses on account of pilotage,

The Resolution above referred to states :—“The Por,
l’n:u[{cr has, however, been placed wuder the Port Com.
missioners, while the A pproaches remain under the Marive

|- S—
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authoritics.  Some of the receipls and charges app
“herefore, in the accounts of the Port Commissioners and
some in the books of the Accountant-General, Under
these circumstances great difficulty has been felt in pie-
paring an acewate statement of the Port Fund, such as is
required by law ; and it is found equally difficult to checl,
in the interests of the port, the expenditure upon Jocak
establishments, stores, and vessels, which in the marine
estimates is amalgamated with that which is more strictly

provineial,”

The conservancy of the port approaches was transferrad
to-the Port Commissioners from the 1st of Nove
last year, and the port dues were simuitancously
ed to them,

It would appear that the agency of the Corun
is employed in the collecting of inward and out
age, Jead-money, hospital dues, salvage and oth ¥
items, and these collections are detailed in the Clomunie-
sioners’ Report, which, however, contains no pavtienls
as to how these collections have been appropristed : there
is no expenditure account regarding them ; and it seoms
to the Committee of the Chamber that the complote detail
of the receipts and charges of the port—a: quired by
the Act—is of relatively little value if the important ac-
count of pilotage receipts and expenditure is excluded.

Noreason is assigned for such exclusion, nov why this
charge upon the shipping should not be as publicly ac-
counted for as other port dues of lighter incidence and
minor importance. If the Port Commissioners’ collections
in this respect are duly recorded, the Committee apprehend

G
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that no really valid objection can be advanced why the
disposal of this sourcc of provincial revenuc should not
likewise be published by the department to which the
Commissioners’ collections are transferred,

The Committee respectfully submit for the consider-
ation of IMis Honor the Licutenant-Governor that such
publication is expedient in the interests of those who
contribiute such collections ; the amount is large, and the
expenditure is no doubt large too ; but the shipping interests
“would be satisfied if official accounts showed that they are
not called upon to contribute more than is essential to the
maintenance of the Pilot Sexvice, in all its departments,
in highest cfficiency.

The Licutenant-Governor is well aware that the ex-
penses of this port are so exceptionally heavy that any
reduction would be an appreciable relief, and the Com-
mittee are confident that His Honor will not hesitate
to let the shipping have the advantage of any reduction
that may be possible, rather than that any surplus revenuo
derived from the pilotage of the port should be a source
of profit to the Government,

From Chamber to Government of Bengal.
Caleutta, 19th February 1883,

Under date the 28th of November last, I had the
honor to submit a rep ion by the G ittee of
the Chamber of Commerce relative to the disposal
of the inward and outward pilotage collected by the

Port Commisstioners on account of Covernment; apd
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T am now desired to convey the Committee’s request that
His Honor the Licutenant-Governor will be pleased
to permit the transmission to the Chamber of such
accounts as may have been prepared by the Accountant-
Geveral showing the expenditure of the amounts rea-
lised by the Commissioners'in those respects.

TELECRAPHIC COMMURICATOIN BETWEEN
SAUGOR ISLARD AND EASTERN
CHANNEL LIGHT.

The inquiry on this point by the Government
of India having been referred to the Chamber, -
the Committee replied that the proposal had been
received with general approval as a means of
immediate communication with vessels arriving
at the Sandheads, and with the Pilot Station
for regulating the supply of Pilots, &e., and that
the Meteorological Department would find the
Tine of service in obtaining reports as to the state
of the weather from the Channel Light ship.

From Governineni of India to Chamber.

No. 515 T. Simla, 10th November 1882.
A proposal having having been made to establish
telegraphic communication betwoen Saugor Tsland and
the Eastern Chaunel Light, I am dirceted to request thai,
the CGovernment of India may be favored with an cx-
pression of your opinion as to the cxtent to which sucl

cemmunication would he utilized by the shipping.
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From Chumber to Covernment of Tndic.

Calcutta, 30th: November 1882,
T am directed by the Committce of the Chamber of
Commoree to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 515 1, of the 10th instant, relative to the proposed
tablisl of tel phi ication  between
Saugor Island and the Eastorn Channel Light, and the
extent to which such communication would be utilized

by the shipping.

In reply I am iustructed to say that the proposal has
been received with general favor by agents for vesscls,
who are of opinion that opportunity would be taken of
its usefulness if masters of vessels vere made acquainted
with the existence of such

tion ; this might
be made known by sending notices to the Board of Trade
Loudon, and other marine establishments in the Uhited,
Kingdom, and all Tudian, Colonial, and foreign ports.

Although it is impossible to say at present to what
extent the line would be utilised, the Committee of the
Chamber are of opinion that, as the means of communi-
cation would be useful in many instances, the ultimate
results may be such as to Justify its construction and
maintenance,

All inward bound vessels would probably make use of
the opportunity thus afforded to earlior report their arrival,
and vessels wailing for orders at the Sandheads would
avoid ineurring the risk and deloy of proceeding to Saugor
for instructions. During the North-Tast monsoon ships
are often detained ot the Sandheads for want of tugs,
and Captains would i all prohability telegraph 1o their
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agents in town, Ouabward bouud vessels could also Lo
communicated with, if nceessary, after leaving Saugor.

The line would be especially 2 great benefit to the
Port Officer, who would be in immediate communication
with the Pilot Station, and could better regulate the
supply of pilots, the want of which was much felt iv
the last South-West monsoon through the insufficiency
of pilot brigs ; and it would be of service to those vessels
by making their wants known-in Calcutta.

The Meteorological Department also would find the
Jine of material service, as the light-ship would be in a
more southerly reporting position than Saugor, about
which bad weather sometimes hangs when it is compara-
tively fine south of the Chamncl light, and in casc of
cyclonic weather, information might reach Caleuita of
the state of matters at the Sandheads and whether the
light-vessel remained on its station or not.

CRUISING SERVICE OF PILOT BRIGS AT
THE SARDHEADS.

Tn reply to the Commttee’s veference on this:

subject the Government of Bengal have furnished
the Chamber with a statement given below,
showing how each Pilot DBrig was employed
during the past year. It will be seen that of
three vessels which constituted the establishment
at the beginning of the year, one was condemned in
April as unfit for service, and the other two were
cmployed alternately, at short intervals; so thab
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there was one vessel only on thie Pilot Slation
at a time, instead of two at least for meeting the
requirements of shipping throughoutall seasons of
the year.

From Chamber to Government of Bengal.

Caleutte, 18th November 1882:
T am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of.
Commerce to submit on their behalf an application for in-
formation as to the cruising service performed by the
Pilot Brigs during the current year, or, if more convenic
cut, say from the Tst of May last ; and the Committee
will fecl obliged by being furnished witli a statement
showing liow many days each Brig was so employed, when
relieved, and length of detention in dock, or otherwise for
repairs, re-fitting, ve-victualling, and so forth : and any
reasons for absence from the Pilot Station, stress of
weather, or other circumstances.

The Committee trust His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover-

nor will be pleased to direct that they may be supplied:
with the details now asked for,

From Government of Bengal to Cliamber.
Marine, No..107. Calcutta the 166h J anuary 1883,
In compliance with the request contained in your letter,
dated the 1Sth Novemberlast, T am directed to forward,
for the information of the Ghamber, a copy of a state-
ment prepared by the Port Officer of Caleutta, showing

the manner in which each Pilot Brig. was employed during:
the past year,

Statement showing low each Pilot Brig was employed from 1st January to 31st December 1882.
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From Claimber to Government of Bengal.

Caleutta, 19th February 1883

The Commitlee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge tho reccipt of your letter No. 107 of
the 16th of last month, and to thank you for the state-
ment prepared by the Port Officer, showing the manner
in which each Pilot Brig was employed during tlhc past
year,

With this statement before them the Commiliee are
confirmed, in their” beliof that the Brigs require a
thorongh.overlmuling, and they feel that they were
justified in making the represeutation contained in their
letter of the 20th of August last.

As the Chinsurah was relieved on the S8th'of April and
condemned a few days afterwards, the Pilot Station was
served for about 9 months of last year by two brigs only—
iz, the ‘Cussandra and the Coleroon, and practically,
by only ove at a time; for of these two vessels, the
former was 231 days at the station and 108 in town
for repairs, &c., the latter 255 days at the station and
93 in town for repairs : and the Committee cannot resist
the conclusion, that vessels in need of relief at the short
intervals mentioned in the Port Officer’s statement and
of the long detention in Caleutta for repairs, scarcely
fulfil the conditions required for vessels cmployed in an
important service demanding the constant attendance of
at least two Brigs at the Pilot Station throughout all
seasons of the year.

In the Gth para. of Resolution dated the 80th of
August 1881, on the Port Officer’s Report, for 1880-81, it
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iy stated that a new vessel had been ordered to replace
the Chinsurak which had done 22 years’ service.

This new brig is no doubt the one referred to in Gov-~
ernment of Beugal letter No, 1399 of the 5th September
last, para 4, but that addition to the serviee has not yet
arrived, and the Committee have no positive information
when the new brig will be on duty at the Sandheads,

At present, therefore, ouly two Pilot Brigs are available,”

and if the system of returning to town is continued, the
station will be served by one brig only; and as the
season for heavy weather is fast approaching, it is essential
inthe interests of the shipping that due provision be
made for their protection as soon as possible.

RAINTERANCE OF STEAM SERVICES Hz
INDIAN WATERS BY STATE SUBSIDIES.

The Government of India having resolved to
terminate -the contracts hitherto performed by
the British India Steam Navigation Company
for the conveyance of mails, of Government
stores and passengers from one Indian port to
another, and having decided to make other ar-
rangements subject to open competition in order
that the charge to Government for postal or poli-
tical purposes may be considerably lessened, and
for freight and Government passengers reduced
to a minimum, the opinion of the Chamber wag
invited on the contemplated changes, and the

7
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Committee submitted their views in the letter
which closes the correspondence on the subject.

Government of India, Depariment of Finance
and Commerce.
No. 4493, Simla the 25k October 1882.
Rpap the undermentioned correspondenco :—

Memorandum from Director-Gieneral of Post Offices,
No 51, dated 2ud June 1882.

Letter from the Military Department to the Director of-

the Indian Marine, No, 798, dated 14th July 1882.

Lietter from the Dircetor of the Indian Marine to the
Military Department, No. 4285, dated 19th Sep-
tember 1882.

Letter to Director-General of Dost Offices, No. 42(?8,
dated 11th October 1882.

ResoLurion.—Under the existing contract with Gov-
ernment, for the mai of steam ication in
Indian waters, the British Tndia Steam Navigation Com-
puny enjoys an almost exclusive monopoly of the con-
veyanco of mails and Government stores and passengers
from one Indian port to another, and a Jarge suhsid; is
annually paid to the Company for the sew;@ Oue of
the objects of the present contract was the encourage-
ment of interportal trade, Desirable as (his encourage-
ment may bave heen in ghe carlier slages of the trade
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of the country, the time has now arrived when he pro-
fitable it betwern mosg
Indian ports is possible without Government suppot, and
oxisting arrangements are not only a source of expense to
Govermuaent, but may tend to retard the development of
other steam-ship companies. The Governor-General in
Council has therefore resolved to terminato the existing
contract on 30th April 1884, and to make any new ar-
rangements that way thereafter be found necessary the
subject of open The Director-General of the
Tost Offices has accordingly been instructed to communi-
cate this decision of Government to tho Managing Agents
of the British India Steam Navigation Company.

of steam

2. The existing lines of steam communication, which
are described in the list appended to this Resolution, are
maintained cither for postal or for military and political
reasons, or on general grounds,

3. The Governor-General in Council is of opinion that
for postal and political purposes there may be certain lines
for the regular maintenance of which it would be expe-
dient to enter into contracts and even to pay moderate
subsidies, but that it will not be necessary to enter into
any contract for the maintenance of any lines of steam
communication on.merely general grounds, or to pay any
subsidy for the conveyance of troops, Government stores,
and passengers to and from any Indian port. For such
services it will be advantageous to have recourse to the
local freight market as occasion arises. His Excellency
in Council is further of opinion that a separate contract
should be entered into in respect of each line maintained
for postal or political purposes, and that the payment of
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subsidy should be confined to as few lines as possible,
By such arrangements His Excellency in Council hopes
that in futnre the total amount of annual subsidy will be
considerably less than it has been in the past, while the
charges for freight and for Government passengers will be
reduced to a minimum.

-4, Before arrangements are made for inviting tenders
for any future contract, the Government of India, how-
ever, considers it desirable to settle what lines of steam
commumication should be maintained, and, if necessary,
subsidised, for postal or political reasons. In this view
His Excellency in Council requests to be favoured with
the advice of the Local Governments and officers con-
-cerned with as little delay as possible, in order to enable
the Government of India to complete all preliminary ar-
rangements before the end of Deceniber next.

ORDERED : that a copy of the foregoing Resolution be
forwarded to the Governments of Bengal, Bombay, and
Madras ; to the Chief Commissioner of British Burma,
and to the Director-General of the Post Office of India,
for the purpose indicated in paragraph 4.

Ordered also, that the Resolution be communicated for
further consideration to the

. Military Department. *
receivol o o Foreign Department,
St med,coply ome Department.
l‘:c\..':‘ag been Lept for Revenue and Agricultural Depart-
ment.
Public Works Department,

Seoretary to the Government of Indic.

Steam Services maintained by the Britisk India Steam Navigation Company under contract with
the Government of India.
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: - “Tonnage and horse-poser a5
Period. Line, Poits of Call, Stovided by tho contract. ReMARES.
Rdngoon
Moulmein Line Yo, 4 of contract ; the Company
T'woy River ayailed_themselves of the option pro-
Onoo in five §| Bebween  Burma [ | Mergui || Steamers of 820 tons gross || vided in_ the contract to make this
Woeks. and the Straits Mnlwoen e register and engines of 80 line a link between lines Nos. 1 and 5
(coasting) enoung hotse-power. of tho contract instead of maintain=
ali ing a separate sorvice from Calcutta
Junkseylon to Siugapore.
g o
Lino No. 6 of original contract ; the
Company havo the option of working
{ifs Sorsice onca ovory fony wecks.
of a!lxmnm-m" it if the Governmens
5 Bettreon _Madras employs its own steamers to any
Fortnightly. { ot Hangoon Stemora of 800 tons grose || (R okls oxtent for che conurs
(coasting). 195 Yorsa-potwer.” anco of iraops and storos over this
ine.
Gopalpors - Calingapntam, Barwah, and Gopalporo
Rangoon are visited only on alternate voyages
in the dircetion from Madras to Ran-
goon.
Period. Line, Ports of Call, | Tonnazo and horse-power as

provided by the contract,

REMARKS,

Weekly .. {

Semi-weckly. ;

Between  Calenttn
and  Bombay
(coasting),

Between  Bombs;
and Karachi

Caleatta
I\ll\c Point -

"Futicorm e
Colachel (@) & (2) ..
Allepy .

Cochin
Narrakal (6)
Beypo

ali
Tollicherry

Bombuy

Bombay
Karacki

i

J

{ Slenmcr: ofy sdoo tong gross}
f

Steamers of 700 tons grosy)
register and engin
105 horse-powor s but. the
! Company may employ ves-
% sels of not less than 510 b
tons gross register to visit
somo of the less import- |
ports andconnect |
with the main Jine,

engines of

165 hors- power.

‘This line is provided for as No. 7 in
the contract.

(a) On the alternato trips only.

(5) On voages from Calcutta only,

(c) During south-west monscon only.

Called line No. 8 in the contract. It
works n connection with the two
fullmung lines.
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Prom Chamber to Government of Bengal,
Calcutla, 20th December 1882,

1 have submitted to the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce Government of India letter No. 4493 of the
25th October, reccived with your office No. 1521 of the
23rd November, velative to the question as to what lines
of steam communication in Indian waters should be
maintained and subsidised by the State for postal or

 political purposes.

I'rom the statement attached to the Government letter
it would appear that the various lines of service under
coutract  with the Government are almost exclusively
confiued to onc Company, and the Committee are conse-
quently not’ ia a position, without considerable reference,
to say whether the whole of the lines can be mainfained
if dependent on the support of traders only.

Assuming that communication between Caleutta and
all or most of the places named in the statement can be
maintained without subsidy from Government, the question
arises as to whether this communication will be so regular
and reliable as to be available to the Government for
postal service purposes. The Committee are inclined to
believe (but as stated above they cannot without consider-
able refercuce speak with confidence) that without a con-
tract or subsidy of some sort, there would probably be no

guarantee of fixed dates of sailing or arrival, and the regu-

Tarity of calls at prticular ports would depend on inducing

cirenmstauces,

Steamsliip owners would naturally be led by the demands
of trade from which they deriye profit or avoid loss, and
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would not wecessarily consider the convenience of the
Government or of the postal service,

T'he reference which you have been so good as to submit
to the Chamber involves points of importance which
do not affect Caleutta to the extent which would be felt
by Rangoon and other coast ports; and the Commitice
are therefore of opivion that it would be desirable Lo obtain
the views of the communities more diveetly concerned for
submission to the Government of India.

CORVERTION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN
ARD THE UNITED STATES RELATING TO
BAERCHAKT SHIPPING.

The opinion of the Chamber having been request-
od as to the probable operation and cffect on Na-
tive Seamen and British Indian shipping in the
United States of certain provisions of the proposed
Convention, the Committee submitted that Tndian
interests would be seareely affected, nnd that as the
number of vesscls owned and registered in India
trading to America, or likely to trade there, is so
small their special interests did not call for consider.
ation.

Frrom Government ¢f Bengal io- Chamber.
Marine—No. 526. Caleultw the 7th March 1883.

1 am directed to forward a copy of a letter from the
Assistant Scerctary to the Goverument of India, in the
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Department of Finance and Commerce, No. 944, dated
the 28th February 1883, with enclosurcs, on the subject
of a proposed Convention relating to merchant shipping
between Great Britain and the United States, and to
request that, at a very early date, the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor may be favoured with an expression of the opinion
entertained by the Chamber as to the probable operation
aud effect of the Convention on Native Seamen and British
Indian Shippiog in the United States.

From J. B. O’Coxor, Tsq., Assistant Secretary to the Govermnent
of India, Department of Finance and Comicree, to the Scoretary
t0 the Government of Bengel, No. 944, dated Caleutta the 28th
February 1883.

I ax divected to forward herewith copy of a despatch
from Her Majesty’s Sceretary of State, No. 7, dated the
18th Javuary 1883, and enclosures, specifying the bases
which have been proposed by Her Majesty’s Government
for the negotiation of a Convention relating to merchant
shipping between Great Britain and the United States. In
the event of a Convention being concluded on these bases,
it is proposed to insert in the Convention a clause making
it applicable to British India, subject to local legislation
if necessary.

2. His Excellency the Governor-General in Council
will be glad to be favoured with an expression of the
opinion entertained by His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
of Bengal as to the probable operation and effect of the
proposed Convention on native scamen and British Indian
shipping in the United States. 1 am to request a very
carly reply to this letter,

e
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From the Sceretary of State for India, to the Gorerament of India.
No. 7, dated 18th January 1853.

Herewith is transmitted a copy of a letter* (with en-
closures) from the Forcign
Office regarding a  proposed
Convention relative to merchant shipping between Great
Britain and the United States. It is stated in the letter
that British India will be invited to become a party to the
Convention, and I request that I may accordingly be
furnished, for communication to the Toreign Office, with
an early expression of the views of your Government
on the matter,

*Dated 18th December 1882,

From T. V. Lister, Esq., Under-Secretary of State for Forcign
Afairs, to the Under-Secretary of State for India, No., 2753-R. 8"
& C., dated 18th December 1882,

Tam directed by Tarl Granville to transmit to you, to
be laid before the Tarl of Kimberley, copics of a despatch
which Tis Lordship has addressed to Her Majesty’s
Minister at Washington, instr ucting him to propose certain
bases for the conclusion of a Convention relating  to
merchant shipping between Great Britain and the United
States,

Tam to state that in framing these proposals, duc
regard *has been had to the bearing which they will have
on DBritish Tudin, and that a second despatch, of which
T am also to enclose a copy, has been addressed to Mr.
West, instructing him to inform the United States Govern-
ment that British Tndia will be invited

Lo become a party
to the Convention which, if concluded,

should contain
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dause etipulating for its extension accordingly, subject,
wherenecessary, to local legislation, and to the consent
of the dependency in question, X

T am thercfore to request you to move the Barl of
Kimberley, should His Lordship sec no objection, to
ascertain the opinion of the Indian Government on the
question, furnishing them with copies of this correspond-
cnce, and asking them for an caly expression of their
views on the matter.

Copy of a despatch from the Secretary of State for
Forcign  Afairs, to Her Majesty's Minister ab
Washington. !
Since the receipt of your despatch No. 111 (Commercial)

of the 16th December last, Her Majesty’s Government

have had under their careful consideration the question
of concluding with the United States a Convention relat-
ing to merchant shipping; and I now transmit to you

2 memorandum embodying their views on the sabject, and

containing the bases on which they would be prepared

to enter upon negotiations with the Governmeut of the

United States.

You will observe that this memorandum is divided into
three heads, as follows :—

—The provisions of Fuglish Acts relating to mer-
chant shipping, which Her Majesty’s Government
could at once, without legislation, apply to
United States” ships in British ports.

2.—The provisions of United States’ law which 1ler
Majesty’s Government would be glad, subject
to the comsent of Parliment, to see applied to
Lritish ships in United States” ports,
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3.—Snggeations for dealing with the question of vex-
atious suits brought at the instance of seamen
against masters and ship-owners,

With regard to the first head, no further obscrvations

appear to me to be requisite. .
As to the second, Her Majesty’s Government would be
glad to learn, in the first place, how far the United States”

Government would be disposed to meet their views in this

respeet, in order that they might judge what powers it
would be needful to obtain from Parliament before a
Convention containing such provisions could come into
effect. ’

As to the third head, it is shown that legislation would
be required in Great Dritain before perfect reciprocity
could be grauted by Her Majesty’s Government with
regard to this branch of the question ; and if the United
States” Government should refuse to enter into any
cngagement on this point, unless Her DMajesty’s Govern-
ment could guavantee perfect reciprocity, it might be
possible that provisions of such a nature might be framed
and agreed to in principle, and inserted in a Convention
with the condition that there operation would be suspend-
cd until an Act could be passed to cnable Her Majesty
1o enter into such an agreement.

Speaking generally, Her Majesty’s Government do not
see any difficulty in applying, by Order in Council, to
TUnited States’ ships any of the British Merchant Shipping
Acts which the Government of the United States may be
desivous of having so applied, wor in limiting their
application so as to make the consent of the Consul of
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the nation of the offender necessary 10 the validity of
Iegal procecdings under such order.

Many matters of detail would require to be discussed
and settled, but er Majesty’s Government would be glad
to find that the United States’” Government were willing
to accept the points set forth in this memorandum as an
acceptable basis of negotiation.

Hor Majesty’s Government have been induced to con-~
fine their proposals to a somewhat limited area, in the
hope that it may be possible at the present moment to
come to an arrangement with regard to some at least of
the matters wrgently affecting the shipping interests of
Doth countries, leaving for future and separate consider-
ation other cognate poiuts, such as the application of the
sections of the Merchant Shipping Acts dealing with
the more serious classes of offences; for instanco, mis-
conduct endangering ship or life and limb, and not render-
ing assistance to a vessel after collision, .

With regard to another matter frequently treated of in
Consular Conventions, viz, the personal privileges and
immuvities of Consuls, 1 may add that Her Majesty’s
Government have under consideration a draft Bill on this
subject 5 but that for various reasons it has been consider-
od best to treat this branch of the subject apart.  Should,
however, this Bill assume a pracLic:\l;lc shape, T shall not
fail to make a communication to you on the subject.

You will, on receiving this despatch, lose no timo in
submitting the evclosed memorandum to the United
States’ Government 5 and you will invite them to take it
into their consideration, and to favour you with an carly

expression of their views as to its (orming an acceptable
Dasis of negotiation,

65
Memorandwm,
L

The provisions of English Aects relating to morchant
shippiug which jt would at present be possible to apply
to United States’ ships, and the further provisions whiclt
enable them to be so applicd, are shewn in anuex I to
this memorandum.

It will be observed that there are three sepavate cnact-
ments which give the power of applying certain provisions
of Tnglish law to foreign ships.

(@) “The Forcign Deserters Act, 1852,” which enableg
Her Majesty to make an Order in Council, under which
seamen belonging to forcign ships may bo apprchended
aud carried on board their ships, and by which penalties
are also imposed on persons who harbonr deserters from
such foreign ships as have the benefit of the Act,

This, however, chn only be done where reciprocal ad-
vantages are given to British ships in the foreign country.
Under this Act arrangements havo been made with most
foreign countvies, and there' would be no difficulty in
making an arrangement under it with the United States,

(b.) The Act 39 and 40 Vict. cap. 80, scc. 37 (1876)
contains a much wider power. It enables Her Majesty
to make an Order in Council applying any of the provi-
sions of the Merchant Shipping Acts, 1854 to 1876, or
of any Act amending the same, to the ships of any
foreign country whose Government desires that they shall
e so applied, with or without limitation,

No reciprocity is expressly required by this Act, but in
offering to the United States to make an arrangement with
9
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them under ii, Ier Majesty’s Government would, of course,
expeet the Government of the Uniled States to give to
British ships in United States’ ports advantages of a
similar kind.

The enactments of the Merchant Shipping Acts, any
of which may, under this section, be applied to United
States’ ships, are very cxtensive and multifarious, but
those which concern the present subject are, it is believed,
extracted in thefannex,

They are scctions 148, 207, 243, 247 and 257 of tho
Act of 1854, and scctions 5, 6 and 10 of the Act of 1880,
48 and 44 Viet,, cap. 16. These provisions, with the
exception of sections 5 and G of the Act of 1880, relate
cither to punishments for desertion and breach of disciplines
or to penaltics for tempting to desert and harbouring
deserters.

The former are contained in section 243 of the Act
of 1854, and are as follows :—

1. Desertion,

2. Neglecting or refusing, without reasonable causc,

to join a ship, or to proceed to sea, and abscuce without
leave. .
3. Quitting a ship without leave after her arival in
port.
4. Wilful disobedience to any lawful command.

@

Continued wilful disobedience, and inued wilful
neglect of duty.

6. Assaulting officers.

=

Combining to disobey or neglect duty, or to impede
the navigation of the

ship or the progress of
the voyage.

s
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8, Wilful damage to ship, cmbezzlement of, and

wilful damage to, stores or cargo.

9. Smuggling, causing loss or damage to master or

owner.

It appears from a P of certain provisions of
the law of tho United States and that of Great Britain,
contained in aznex 2 to this memorandum, that they arc
almost identical as to the punishment of these offences,
and that little difficalty will be found in making a reci-
procal arrangement with regard to most of them, on the
privciple that the punishment of seamen is not in any case
to exceed that which could be inflicted under the law of
nation of the ship to which they belong.

With regard, however, to the most important, because
most common, of these offentes, wiz., desertion and
kindred offences, a further point is raised Dby a récent
cnactment, 43 and 44 Vict,, cap. 16, scction 10, by which
imprisonment  for (@) desertion, () neglecting or
refusing Lo join a ship or to procecd to sea, and for absence
without leave, is abolished in the United Kingdom.

Her Majesty’s Government could. not, therefore, ':my
longer exereise, in the case of United States’ ships, a power
of imprisoning seamen for desertion in the United King-
dom, which power canuot be exercised in the case of
British ships. :

But they could give United States’ ships the benefit
of this same scction 10, of « The Merchant Seamen ( Pay-
ment of Wages and Rating) Act, 1850 ” (43 and 44
Viet, cap. 16), under which the master of a ship, the
mate, the owner, the ship’s husband, or the consiguee is
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empowered to call upon the polic: to assist him in con-
veying o deserter on hoard, or to Lring him before o
Blagistrate without, first applying for a warrant, and also
of section 247 of the Act of 1854, under which a Court
before which a scaman is brought for desertion cau causo
him to be conveyed on board his ship.

The portion referred to of the. scetion of the Act of
3880 runs as follows :— .

“Whenever, cither at the commencement or during
the progress of any voyage, any scaman or apprentice
neglects or refuses to join, or deserts from, or refuses to
proceed to sea in any ship in which le is duly engaged to
serve, or is found otherwise absenting himself therefrom
without leave, the master oy any mate, or the owner, ship’s
hushand, or consignee may, with or without the assistance
of the local police officers or co bles, who are herchy
dirceted to give the same if required, convey him on
board : Provided that if the seaman or apprentice so
requires he shall first be taken hefore some Court capable
of taking cognizonce of the matters to be dealt with ac-
cording to law ; and that if it appears to the Court hefore
which the case is brought, that the scaman or apprentice
has heen convoyed on board or taken before the Court on
improper or insufficient grounds, the master, mate, ovner,
ship’s hushand, o consignee, as the case may be, shall
ineur a penalty not cxeceding 207, 5 but sucl, penalty, if
flicted, shall be a bar to any action for fulse imprison-
ont,” ’

ind

Scction 247 of the Act of 1854,

omilting the words
repealed by the Act of 1880, runs

a5 follows ;—

N 69

“ Whenever any scaman or apprentice is brought before
any Court on the ground of his having neglected or re-
fused to join, or to proceed to sea in any ship in which he

is engaged to serve, or of having deserted or otherwise -

absented himself therefrom without leave, such Court may,
if the master, or the owner, or his agent so requires, cause
him to be conveyed on board for the purpose of proceeding
on the voyage, or deliver him to ‘the master or any mate
of the ship, or the owner, or his agent, to be by them so
conveyed, and may in such case order any costs and ex-
penses properly incurred by or on behalf of the master
or owner by reason of the offence, to be paid by the of-
fender, and, if necessary, to be deducted from any wages
which he has then earncd, or which by virtue of -his then
existing engagemont he may afterwards earn.”

It will be observed that the above clauses, if applied
to United States’ ships, will cover considerably more
ground than “ The Foreign Deserters Act, 18827 The
clause of “ The Merchant Shipping Act, 1854,” relating
to the harbowring of deserters, is also larger in its oper-
ation than the corresponding clause of the Forcign Deser-
ters Act, as it extends to the offence of enticing to desert,

and inflicts a heavier penalty.

It is as follows :—

“257. Bvery person who, by any means whatever,
N

or pts Lo persuade any scaman or appren-
tice to neglect or refuse to join, or {o proceed to sca in,
or to desert from his ship, or otherwise o absent himsel(
from his duty, shall for each such offence, in respeet of each
such scaman or apprentice, incur a penalty not exceeding
101 5 and every person who wilfully harbours “or scerctes
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any seaman or appreutice who has deserted from his ship,
or who bas wilfully neglected or refused to Jjoin, or has
deserted from his ship, knowing, or having reason to be-
lieve, such scaman or apprentice to have so done, shall,
for every such secaman or apprentice so harboured or
scereted, incur a penalty not exceeding 202,

There are numerous other clauses in the Merchaut
Shipping Act, especially in Part 8 of the Act of 1854,
which apply to seamen in British ships, and which might,
if the United States’ Government so des ¢, be applied
to United States’ ships by virtue of section 87 of 39 and
40 Vict, cap. 80, but the above are, it is believed, the
most important,

The third and last Aet, which cnables Her Majesty’s
Government to apply British law to foreign  ships, is the
Acts 43 and 44 Vict, cap. 16, to seetion 10 of which al-
alusion has already been made in connection with the
arrest of deserters. It remains to consider sections 5 and
6. The former of these seotions is an enlargement of section
237 of the Act of 1854, which is intended to provent crimps
and runners from going on board, and tempting men before
they go ashore to be paid off. This section can only be
applied to forcign ships where the foreign country has
made similar provisions in respect of British ships,

It will be observed that the Quders in Council to be
made under the threo different Acts above referred to
would often cover the same ground ; and when ihe views
of the United States” Government have been ascertained,
it can be determined in wha form theso orders shall b
made. Tt is probable that, under section 87 of the Act
of 1876, it will ho possible to make an order including
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all such provisions as the United States’ Government niny
desire. .
IL .
Having thus stated the extent to which Her Majesty’s
Government find themselves able to extend remedies for
the existing state of things to United States’ merchant
ships, it remains to be considered what the Government
of tho United States’ could apparenily give in return
to British ships.

It appears that the United States’ Act of the 7th June
1872 is in a great measure a transeript of the British
Merchant Shipping Act. Some, if not all, of these clauses
are set out in the annex to this memorandum, hut it
would be desirable to have the United States’ Statutes care-
fully looked through, to sec if they comprise all that is
necessary.

Two limitations would be requived by Her Majesty's
Government :—

(@ )—That no proceedings be instituted undc.r thqse
clauses against the master or crew of a British ship
without the consent of the Consul.

(D )~"That no penalty be inflicted on the master or
any of the crew of a British ship larger than
could be inflicted on him under the English Sta-
tutes for a like offence.

There exists, however, a difficulty in embodying in a
Convention stipulations for the application to British ships
in United States’” ports of the clauses of United States’
Act of the 7th June 1872, alluded to,

e —
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Under such an arrangement  British subjects would be
liable to be proceeded against and punished in United
States” Courts, and Her Mujesty’s Guyernmcut would
be giving their express sanction to this proceeding, Tlie

Euglish Statutes referred tb in part I of this memorandum .

do uot give Her Majesty’s Government the power to give
this sanction, though they enable Her Majesty to make
Orders in Council applying British law to foreign subjects,

Her Majesty’s: Government, believe that they would
ot be justified in making an amangement such as thag
now under discussion without the express conmsent of
Parliament,

The diffienlty, however, is one which does not affect
the advantages which Her Majesty’s Government propose
to give to the United States, but those which the United
States may give in return.

Her Majesty’s Government would then desire, in the
first instauce, to learn what advantage the United States’
Government are wiﬂ?ng to offer in this respect, leaving
fot after consideration the question what powers it may
subsequently be thought desirable to apply for to the
British Parliament witl, the view to their application to
British shipping,

11,

Advantageous, however, as o Convention embodying
the above points would be, it could not be expected to
remedy the most serious grievance of whicl) British ship-
owners and masters complain in the potts of the United
States, viz,, the vaxatious and oppressive actions af law
against ship-owners, and the attachment of ships, generally

Z]

when ready for sea, commenced and issued in the name
of deserters, but in reality at the instance of unmworthy
persons who have seduced them from their ships and  their
duty.

No Convention relating to shipping and seamen would
be thoroughly satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government
which did not afford a guarantee that the Cowrts of the
United States would recoguize as valid, contracts’ made
between a'master of a British ship and his crew in ac-
cordance with British law, and would not interfere with
that contract except upon clear angd Pproper grounds,

Tu order to secure this it would he necessary to insert
in the Convention a stipulation, that no American Court
shall entertaiu any civil procceding by a seaman against the
master or owners of a British ship, ov against the British
ship, without the consent of the British Consul,

To enter into reciprocal eogagements on this subject
would require legislation in Great Britain, but the follow-
g are some reasons why the Government of the United
States may fairly be asked to give such guarantees to
Great Biitain, on the understanding that similar guaran-
tees will be granted to her as soon as the consent of the
Legislature can be obtained, .

There are, it is believed, no grievances suffered by
American shipping in this country by vexatious legal
proceedings similar to those suffered by British shipping
in American ports. Notwithstanding the absence of an

arrangement  between the two countries, the Courts of .

Admiralty in the United Kingdom do not in practice
act witliout the coguizance of the Americau Consul, or
10

et N e — ]
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without considering duly any representation he may
make ; and itis believed that other Courts follow the
same practice. Suits for wages or for compensation of
alleged injurics, instituted on behalf of seamen employed
iu foreigu ships, are rarcly brought, and the detention of
ships on frivolous and unsupported charges is unknown,
No comhplaint has been made of a British Court refusing

" to recognize a contract duly cntered into between the

master and seamen of a foreign ship, and it may be fairly
said that the benefits which Her Majesty’s Government
now scek to obtain for British ships in American ports arc
now practically accorded to American ships in British
ports without any Convention at all.

From the Searetary of State for Forcign dffuirs, to Her Majesty's
Minister at Waslington.—No. 25; Consular, dated the 18th Decom~
Der 1882,

With reference to my preceding despatch of this series,

I have to inform you that due regard has been had to the

bearing which the proposals I have instructed you to

make for the negotiation of a Copvention relating to

Merchant Shipping will have upon British India for the

Colenics.

Although Her Majesty’s Government arc in a position
to g tee the appli of certain p of the
British Merchant Shipping Act to United States’ ships
only when in the ports of the United Kingdom, they
are about to invite the Governments of British India and
of the self-government Colonies to extend the operation
of any Convention which may he concluded to India
and Colonial porls by means, when necessary, of local

|
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legislation ; and it is believed that no difficulty is likely
to be raised to such an extension of its operation, as an
arrangement of this description would be onc for the bene-
fit of both parties, and would Dhe consistent with what
has  been alveady done in certain of the British
Colonies.

You will, therefore, in submitting to the United States’
Government the memorandum  inclosed in my preceding
despatch, furnish them with expianations on this branch
of the question, and you will bear in mind that any Con-
vention which may eventually be agreed upon should con-
tain a clause stipulating for its extension to British
India and the Colonies subject, when necessary, to local
legislation, aud-in those cases-only where such cxtension is
desired by the Colony.

From Chamber to- the Government of Bengal,
Caleutia, 18th April 1883.

I have submitted to the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce your letter No. 526 of the Tth ultimo with
its annexures, on the subject of a proposed Convention
relating to  Merchant Shipping between Great Britain
and the United States.

The Committee have duly considered the whole question
asset forth in the papers- accompanying your letter, giv-
ing special attention to the point submitted in Govern-
ment of India letter No. 944 of 28th February, viz, tho
probable operation and effect of the proposed Convention”
on Native Seamen and British Fndian Shipping in Tnited
States ports;.and I am desired to say in reply, that the

e
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Committee believe one great grievance under which Bri-
i R tish vessels at present labor in those portls would be allevia-
ted if the point referred to in para. 2 of section 3 of the
Memorandum  attached to the Despatch from H. Ms
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to H. M.’s Minister
at Washington be concedéd ; but they think care shonld
H also be taken, if possible, to ensure that greater hardships
than those now complained of do not result from giving
the American Courts powers over masters of British vesscls,
even if the masters are protected by Consular assent: being
required to any proposed action against them.

As to the Government of India being made a parly to_
the proposed Convention by the introduction of a clause
extending its operation to this country, the Committee
are of opinion that Indian interests arc hardly affected’;
the number of ‘vessels owned and registered in India trad-
ing to Ameriea, or likely to trade there, as far as can bo
'forcscen, is 50 small, that they do mot think their special
interests require consideration,

However, while the Committee consider it a matter of
companative indifference to Indian ship-owners whal
legislative action is taken, they think that if a concession

L ou the part of the Indian Government is required o ad-
vance the general interests of the Empize, the concession
should he promptly made.

) THE INSOLVENT BEETORS ACQT,

" L :
The Committee have again-heen in corres-

pendence with the Government of Judia on this

X —
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important subject, and called attention to- defects
in the present law of insolvency which affect the
interests of the mercantile community. They
have suggested various amendments, the adoption
of which will, they believe, improve the existing

system of dealing with fraudulent and dishonest

debtors.

Trom Chamber to the Government of India.
Calewsta, 11th April 1882:

Under cover of Government of Bengal letter No. 718J.,
of the 14th February 1881, the Committee of the Cham-
Ver of Commerce received a copy of a Bill to- amend the
Law relating to Insolvent Debtors in India, regarding the
provisions of which the Chamber’s opinion was requested,
and they submitted their views in their reply of the Ist
of the following month,

The Committee represented that while the Bill profess-
od to deal with some important points, others of equal, if
ot greater concern to the commercial public had appa-
vently been altogether ignored : that the Bill was not a
full and sufficient measure of legislative redress of the
evils which called for a remedy ; and that as a far more
eomprehensive measure, {ramed so as to meet the require-
ments of the time, was necessary, the Chamber deprecated
the passing of the Bill in the form then presented.

It has been recently urged upon the attention.of the
Chamber that in the inferests of the mercantile commu-
nity of Caleutta, in common with these of the rest of:




78

India, the Law of Insolvency should be not only amended:

but altogether recast; and various reasons have been ag-
signed, some of which- the Committee now place before the
Governmeut for consideration, as illustruting the defects
which it is expedient to-remedy. N

The first is, that the present Act contains no adequate
machinery for dealing with fraudulent and dishonest
debtors, of which there are amongst the native communi,
generally, and' specially among the Bazar dealers, a verz
large proportion, as the experience of Buropean merchanys
has found to be the case.

The remark by Sir Barnes Peacock, during the time hLe
was Chief Justice of Bengal, that in Tudia a man’s
troubles begin when he obtains o deerce in a Givil
Court is pexfectly just, and the truth of which is made
more and more mavnifest in every year that passes ; and it
mny‘be stated broadly, but with perfect accuracy, that as-
suming, as in the vast majority of fustances it may be
safely assumed, that a Judgment-debtor has the inclination

to resis| )
resist the enforcement of & degree against him, and has
means for such resistance,

s there is practically n 2
mnch}n?ry provided by the law foriompelli{.rrz:i:sdtcoqll::le
This is due to the great prevalence of banc;ncc tmns‘fz;
of _])rol?elity, and the falsification of vernacular 1CC‘OI;nl
which it is next to impossible to detect if oppol't;nity i:

given to the debtors ve i i
g ebtors to have it done with anything like

be.&:nother reason why the present Insol vency Law should
i (tmended is that the officers of the Court have not suffi-
clent power to enablo them to sceure the hooks

perty of an insolvent, if removed or N

concealed, or to com-

B
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pol the atlendance of an insolvent who absconds ; and the
vesult of this is that in almost every one of the numerous
cases in which persons adjudicated insolvents have ab-
sconded, taking away with them or otherwise fraudulently
disposing of property at their disposal, their-creditors have
been unable to obtain any redress whatever. And, in this
connection, it should be horne in mind that an insolvent
has only to cross the Hooghly Bridge or the Mahratta
Ditch, into the District of Hooghly on the one band, or
the 24-Pergunnabs on the other, to set the process of the
Tnsolvent ‘Court at defiance ; while the neighbouring
French Settlement of Chandernagore, which can be reach-
ed within av hour’s travelling from Calcutta, also enables
an insolvent to defy his creditors and the Court with im-
punity, even if the powers of the Court were increased so
as to-enable its process to reach beyound Caleutta.

Other defects in the law, as experience has proved, are
that persons who do not come within the definition of
traders under the Act can be adjudicated only after lying
in jail for 21 days in execution of a decree, and also that
by availing himself of the facilities for obtaining time to
file his schedule, which the Tnsolvent Act and the practice
of the Cowrt in working it allow, an insolvent can tire out
his creditors and force them to accept almost any terms he
may choose to offer. This is done constantly.

These defects seem to the Chamber to call for remedy
in the following directions :—

;f/ (1) the enlm-gemcnb‘ of the powers and jurisdiction of
Tnsolvent Courts so as to admit of an insolvent being
readily followed and-compelled to surrender his books and
property and to appear in Court ;
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(2) Dby the inireduction of provisious similar to those
contained in Scction 89 of the Bankiuptcy Act. of 1869,
with the addition of a penal clause in case of au insol-
vent absconding ;

- (3) Dy the provision of summary power in the Court
1o arrest and imprison debtors who fail to make the fullest,
possible disclosure of their affairs, and

() by facilitating the adjudication by creditors, espe-
cially in cases of non-traders. ©

All these provisions would, in the Judgment of the
Chamber, greatly improve the present Law.

" In the event of the Law being rocast, it would probably
prove advautageous in many cases of mercantile failures,

- forthe Act to contain provisions somewhat analogous to

liquidation by amangement, as in complicated mercaniile
cases a majority of creditors are often anxious to avoid ve-
sorting to the cumbrous machinery of the Court, but are
compelled to do so by a small minority—perhaps, of one
creditor; but while this would be no doubt adv.

antageous
in many cases, it

would be expedient to surround it with
dne safeguards to prevent the possibility of such occur-
rences as packed meetings for the purpose of withdrawing
the affairs of an iusolvent frader from the consideration
of the Court in cases where o fair proportion of creditors
might hold a resort to the Court desivable, -

The Committeo of the Chamber submit these observ.
tious for the attention of Government, in
when the Bill to amend the Insolvent Del,
again under reviey,
duly considered.

a-
the hope that
tors Act comes
the opinions now expressed may be

e s e
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PROPOSID LEVY QF FEES FOR CLEARANGE
OF VESSELS AFTER ORDINARY WORIGNG
HouRs,

Tt will be scen from the Committee’s reply to
the Government of Bengal that they have record-
ed their objection to the imposition of any ad-
dition %o the heavy charges already borne by the
shipping of the Port.

Lrom Government of Bengal to Chamber.
Marine—No. 1942. Calcutta, the 27th Decr, 1882,

The Port Officer of Calcutta has represented to the
Government that inconvenience is falt by his establishment
in consequence of the frequent presentation of applications
for clearances of vessels after the ordinary working hours,
and has asked for permission to charge a fee, similar to
that levied at the Custom lHouse, on such clearances.

2. The Lieutenant-Governor is disposed to agree in
the opinion of the Port Officer that a charge might fairly
be imposed on clearances after officc howrs; but belore
taking any action in the matter, he would wish to be
{avoured with an expression of the opinion of the Chamber,
whether it would be preferable that all applications reccived
after 5 v.aL on ordinary days, and 3-30 P2 on Saturdays,
should he refused, or that they should be granted on pay-
meut of an overtime fec of Rs. 16.

11
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From Chamber to the Government of Bengal.
Caleutta, 16th January 1883-

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct me
to acknowledge the reccipt of your legter No. 1942 of the
27th of last month, relative to the proposed chm:ge. of an
overtime fee of 16 rupees on applications for port clearance
after 5 2, onordinary days, and 8-30 r.a. on Saturdays,
or the alternative to refuse such applications after those
Tiours.

The Committee having referred youy letter to some of
ihe largest consignees of steamers and sailing vessels arc
informed that, as a rule, applications for clearance are
made in ample time to admit of the work being completed
during ordinary office hours ; and that it is only in excep-
tional cases of urgency, and especially where the interven-
tion of forcign Consuls is indispensable ‘in obtaining the
the various documents required for clearance, that unavoid-
able delays occur involving late applications.

While it has been represented to the Committee that
zather than have their vessels detained and their owners
exposed to consequent hardship and loss, some agents would
prefer paying a fee, (which they think should not exceed
10 rupees) a strong objection has been expressed to the
imposition of any new fee in connection with the clearance
of vesscls, as well as to the alternative proposed by the
Governmeat of refusing applications aftor hours 5 and it
has been submitted that, in the place of

i any obstruction
to the important business of getting vessels their port

cicarance, every facility should Lo afforded, even if the

RS
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Port Officor’s depariment had oceasionally to be in attend-
ance a little later than usnal.

Tor their own part the Committee are wnable to
countenance the fee system at all, for they regard it asa
vicious means of protracting public business so as to render
overtime work essential to its completion : and having
regard to the large revenues derived in various ways from
the shipping of the port, the Committee consider that the
charge for such overtime work may be fairly debited to
the departments concerned,

Before taking action, however, the Committee would
suggest that a record be kept for the ensuing three months
of the applications made after office hours, in order to
delermine with accuracy the extent of the inconvenience
complained of, for the answers to their inguiries do not
lead them to believe thut such hardship to the employes
in the Port Office is involved as would warrant the imposi-
tion of a farther burden on the heavily taxed shipping in
this port.

BETENTION AT BUBGE-BUDGE OF VESSELS
WITH CARCOCES OF PETROLEUN.

The inconvenience to which vessels were expos-
ed of being detained a few miles from Calcutia
in consequence of the absence of the certificate
of quality of petroleum on board, required under
the orders of the local Governnient, having been
brought to the notice of the Chamber in a letter
from the Consul-General for the United States
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to the Government of India, the Committee
pointed out that the detention complained of
might have been obviated if the necessary de-
claration of quality had been Dpreviously made by
the ship’s agents, ov by the Presentation to the
Port authoritics of the American certificate
which, under Notification of the Bengal Govern-
ment, may be accepted for the purpose of admit-
ting petrolenm under the rules for regulating ity
importation,

Irom Government of Bengal to Chamber.
No. 659, Caleutta, the 30¢), November 1882,

Ix forwarding the accompanying copy of a letter No,
1683, dated the 25th justant,

, and its enclosures, from the
Government of India

» relative to the inconvenience said
to be occasioned to importers of petroleum from the opera
tion of the rules framed by this Government to regulate
the importation of petroleum, T am directed to say that
the Licutenant-Governor will be glad to be iuformed what
measures the Chamber of Commerco would recommend in

order to remove tle bardship alluded to by the Consul-
Geueral,
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Trom Govt. of India to Govt. of DBengal.
No. 1683, dated Fort William, 25th Novr. 1882

I am directed to forward the accompanying leiter from

the Cousul-General of the United

Novenor (geaied 4 States, America, on the subject of

41 1o the Govenment of  the rules framed by the Govern-

g)'::)i:n:tuitm}hc Foroign ment of Bengal to regulate the im-

portation of petroleum, and to re-

quest that, with the permission of His Honor the Lieute-

nant-Governor, steps may be taken, if neces ary, to re-

move the hardship brought to notice by the Consul-
General,

Lrom Consul-General, United States, America,
to Government of India.
No. 112, Calcutta, 4th November 1882.

T have the honor to bring to your notice certain rules.
established by the Hon’ble Licutenant-Goveruor of Bengal
in relation to the importation of petroleum, dated July
18th, 1882; a copy whereof is hereto annexed, marked A, and:
to inform you that said rules have caused and are liable
again to cause considerable bardship to the commerce of
the United States in this, to wit ;—

1. That the said rules require the Master of a ship
carrying petroleum to Caleutta, to produce to the pilot be-
fore reaching Budge-Budge a certain certificate as to the
quality of his cargo before he is allowed to proceed he-
youd Budge-Budge. Although in fact most of the ships
carrying petrolenm from the United States to Caleutia
this season had already sailed before said rules were pro-

e —— T
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mulgated, or before the Master had hiad reasonable time

to acquire notice or knowledge of them, therefore, mak-
ing a compliance impossible.

2. The Notification, dated August 18th, 1882, supple-
mentary to said rules, allowing a certain other certificate
in the form employed by the Inspectors of the New York
Produce Exchange to be accepted until further notice,
while evidently intended to cover such cases as above
mentioned, does not always afford the relief needed, be-
cause ship-masters have herctofore not heen required to
furnish oven that certificate at this port, and are there-
fore not necessarily prepared to do so hereafter unless the;
had notice before sailing,

As illustrative of the operations of the rules against
American ships, I have the honor to submit herewith
copy marked “B” of a letter from Charles [I. Sawyer,
Master of the American ship Memnon, which was de-
tained at Budge-Budge from the evening of the 14th ¢ill
voon the 17th instant, at large expense for extra pilotage
and towage, besides loss of time,

Inasmuch as other ships under like circumstances
with the Memuoz are now on their way to this port
with cargoes of American petroleum, and as I feel assured
that. the Government of India, as well as that of the
Presidency of Bengal, is desirous of giving every fair and
reasonable facility to the commerce between India and
the United States of America, I respeetfully ask your
consideration of the matter, aud,if it shall be found just
and reasonable, such relicf or modification of the rules
will cnable ship-masters in charge of Amenicy
to comply with them without uuusua

as
an - cargocs
L detention or expense.

L
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‘Ships loaded with American petrolenm are espected
herc in a short time, hence I have the honor to ask as
carly attention to the subject as may be convenient.

Copies of the rules have beon forwarded to the State
Department in  Washington, and ship-masters will no
doubt receive notice in due time, so that a temporary
modification would ouly be required.

Frrom Captain Sawyer, American ship « Memnon,”
to Consul-General for America.
Calcutta, October 30th, 1882.

1 would respectfully call your attention to the follow-
g facts relating to the detention in the river Hooghly
of the American ship Ilemnon, of Doston, under my
command, from New York for Calcutta, laden with
kerosine oil.

The 2Memmon sailed from New York on the 6th of
June 1882, and arived at the Sandheads on the
cvening of the 12th instant, where she was boarded and
taken in charge by a Calcutta Pilot who brought her to
anchor at Saugor at 9. Adr. on the 13th. On the morn-
ing of the 14th instant, took a steam tug and proceeded
up the river until 5 o'clock of same day,” when by orders
of the Pilot the ship was broughtto an anchor abreast
of Budge-Budge, the Pilot arranging with the Captain
of the steam tug to get under weigh at an carly hour on
the following morning and proceed up to Calcutta.

On the following morning, the 15th instant, the Pilot
refused to get the ship under weigh showing an order
from the Bengal Government, dated 18th of July 1882,

T — ' o
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requiring all vessels loaded with kerosine oil, bound to
Caleutta, to have on board a certificate from {he port of
shipment showing that the oil is not dangerous. In
default of this certificate the vessel is to remain at Budge-
Budge until the oil can be tested.

As the Memnon sailed from New York six weeks
before this crder was issued, you will readily see that if
could ot possibly apply to her, therefore the detention
must be unjust. - The ship was detained from the eveuing
of the I4th instant to noon of the 17th, besides large
expeuse of extra pilotage, towage, &e.

In view of thesc facts, I therefore ask that you will
take such steps in this matter that T may be cnabled to
obtain redress for this detention of my ship and for the
expense attending thereto,

From Chamber to Government of Bengal.
Caleutta, 7th December 1882,

The Committee of the Chamber

of Commerce direct
me to acknow

ledge the receipt of your letter No. 659 of
the 30th ultimo, and its enclosures,
rules which regul.
of

on the subject of the
ate the importation of petroleum, and
& representation made by the Consul-Gey
United States to the Government of Tndia as to the hard-
ship which those rules have caused, and are liable again

to cause, to American vessels cartying petroleum to this
port,

neral for the

The Committee of the Chamber are of opinion {hat

the Consul-General for the United States has accurately
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stated the cffect of the rule, published under Bengal
Notification of the 18th July, as regards the detention
of vessels at Budge-Budge, which must result so long as
their commanders are not able to make the required
declaration, or their agents, or the consignees of the cargo
are not in possession of the certificate granted at the port
of shipment in the form cmployed by the Tuspectors of
the New York Produce Iixchange, which, under Bengal
Notification of the 18th of August, may be accepled for
the purposes of the said rules.

Tn the case of the ship Mommon submitted by the

Consul-General, it appears to the Committee of the Cham-

ber, that in the absence of the master’s necessary declar-
ation, the Pilot was bound to act as he is reported to have
done ; but at the same time it would appear that the deten-
tion complained of might have been obviated if the agents
of the ship or the consignees of the petroleum, in antici-
pation of the vessel’s arvival, had communicated wigl, the
Port Authorities and obtained their sanction, on production
of the American certificate (in their possession) to the
vessel being brought up to the usnal place for discharging

petroicam,

Vith regard to future arrivals the Committeo are of

opion that there should be no difficalty whatever, as
paciies engaged in the petroleum trade arc assumed to be

aware of the facility which the Resolution of 18th August,
alfords ; and by the timely presentation of the American
certificate to the Port Authorities no detention shoald
arise.
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REDUCTION OF RAILWAY RATES FOR
CARRIAGE OF PETROLEUM.

The Committeo publish an interesting memo-
randum on this question which was submitted to
them by Mr. Libby, of Now York, who took
much pains in promoting the petroleum trade,
and they have the satisfaction of reporting that
the Tast Indian Railway Company are pre-
pared to introduce lower rates and more favorable
conditious with the view to inerease the trade
in that article.

From Chamber to E. I. Railway and . B. Rail-
way Companies.

Caleutta, 1st February 1883,

T accompanying Memorandum in reference to reduc-
ed milway freights for Potroleam in India bas been
recently submitted to the Commibtee of the Chamber
of Commerce by Mr, W, II, Libby, of New York, who,
in behalf of corporations and firms representing about
90 per cent. of petroleum exported from the United
States, has heen taking much interest in the general
question of promoting that oil trade with this port,

Mr. Libby’s views having been submitted to the prin-
cipal importers of petroleum into Caleutta,
1o submit for your information the
those partics, with a request th;
let the subject by

I am directed
minutes recorded by
ab you will be so good as
© your attention, aud to fayor the
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Commillee of the Chamber with the result of your
consideration, -

A MEMORANDUM

I veference to Reduced Railway Freights for Potroloum

in India.

A Railway management, in reaching a decision concern~
ing a suggested reduction” of freight rates upon any
important commodity of transport, are naturally governed
by the following considerations :—

(@) Is the existing rate unduly excessive ?

() Is the commodity safe and convenient for trans-
port?

(¢) Is there a relative preponderance or «]cﬁc:xl: i'u
freight for the localities to which the said commodity is
destined ?

(d) Would the proposed reduction of rate sti{l]ll!atc
increased business to an extent imparting the principle
of mutuality to the concession ?

By way of comments on—

(@) A very considerable proportion of Lhre refined
petroleum of commerce is mnnufa(fturcd in New York
and vicinity, the crude p\'oduc.l having ,bien ﬁ}'sL trans-
ported by railways and pipe-lines 500 to 700 miles frolfx
the producing localities ; labor, and L.hc value of the oil
lands and machinery being the leading gleu:cuhs of first
cost. Tn New York the crade product is then refined
amid all the accessories of valuable land, vast and expen-
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sive machinery, labor, chemicals, fuel, waste and all

itants incidental to a great facturing business,
It is then packed in tin and wood (and so perfectly thag
the average loss on cargoes to the distant Oriental ports
is less than one per cent). It is then loaded on vessels
and consigned 1o a voyage of four months and upwards,
and subjected to freight, insurance, and other charges
incidental to occan carriage, and has finally been delivered
in Caleutta at as low a cost to the importer as Rs. 3-6
per case.

The distance from Caleutta to Lahore is about 1,300
miles. TFor purposcs of rough caleulation, a case contain-
two tins of refined petrolenm weighs about a maund,
At the risk of the owner, the rate of carriage for petro-
leum is one half pie per maund per mile. 1,300 miles
at pie - per maund per mile, is therefore about
Rs. '3-6 per case.  Aside, therefore, from the intermediate
profits of commerce, the cost of petrolenm at TLadore
becomes about Rs. G-12 per case, of which one-half is
vepresented by the railway charges from Caleutta, All
other considerations aside, do. not these figures appear
unduly burdensome on commerce and consumer 2

() While the guestion as to whether any given
product s desirable for iransport must depend largely on
opinion or prejudice to determine, it scems pertinent to
record the following conceruing American petroleum :—

lst—Furopean and American railways accept it in
barrels, without reservation, although leakage is more
probable, and handling more difficult than when packed
in tins and boxes as in India,

)
}

9

@

2nd.—At far greater expense than if in harrels, petro-
leum is packed in tins and boxes with special reference
to tropical climates, easy stowage, and coolie handling.

3rd.—After Jong and careful investigation, the Indian
Government imposed a higher standard of test than is
exacted by other tropical countries.

4ih.—~Such trifling leakage as might be wunavoidable
could not prove more damaging to railway freight carriages
than to steamships, very few of which now decline to
transport petroleum, while the large number of vessels
loaded with petrolenm leaving American shores every
year, arc re-loaded with almost every variety of foot and
fabric.

5th.—DBefore properly packed petroleum can become
ignited, the wooden box must first be in flames, and the
fire prolonged to an extent that the oil within the tins
becomes so extremly hot that its-expansion forces open
the tivs and thus exposes the oil to the flame. The oil
then fulfils its natural mission, and burns. Examples are,
however, quite frequent of the box being partly or wholly
consumed without igniting the oil. There are certainly
many products that pass unquestioned, that are far more
susceptible to easy ignition than petroleum. Carriers
in India should recognize that petrolewm must be heated
to about 120° before it will take fire, and then ouly in
contact with flame or the clectric spark, and the distinc-
tion should then be noted between 4gnition which docs
take place, and czplosion which does n0f.

(¢) Only incidental reference is needed in this connec-
tion to the important fact, that the preponderance of
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freight is Targely from the interior to the seaport, -and
therefore added freight, from seaport to interior, is much
desived, and should be cncouraged whenever practicable,
Better more petroleum and fewer empty cars.

(d) While the extent of increased transport that will
attend a lessened rate of carriage must of coursevbe

I, the following observations seem
‘pertinent :—

Jst.—Experience has evidenced in all countries of the
world that the cheapening of petroleum has not only in-
creased the number of consumers, but the average quantity
consumed by each. This has been notably the case in
countries where the masses of the people have been very
poor.

2nd.—The consumption of petroleum in India has
been by far the largest at the seaports, or in ]ocahues
economically accessible therefrom.

3rd.—Tt is the unanimous opinion of merchants, both
Buropean and Native, both at the seaports and in the
interior, that reduced rates of transportation would
malerially increase trade.

4th~In the smaller Oriental countries like Java and

-Japan, where the interior is accessible and the transpor-

ation economic, the largest consumption per capita hds
beeu reached. The following figures for 1881 are worthy

attention :—
Country.  Population.  Total Consumption e Capita,
Cascs.
Java ... 19,500,000 1,300,000 ... 1 casoto cach 15
Japan ... 36,000,000 ... 1,400,000 .., 1 26
India ...210,000,000 .., 1,000,000 .., 1 , 240
China ...360,000,000 ... 650,000 ... 1 ,’, 554

ST
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1t should be specially noted that where the pei capita
consumption is the. most favorable, ihe masses of the
people are the poorest and almost exclusively agricultural,

there being among the natives of Java no wealthy and-
influential commercial class as in India. Should Indian-

conswmption attain the Java per capita, there would be
12,000,000 cases instead of 1,000,000 annually consumed:;
and the fact should also be noted that Java consumption
is still increasing. The present ratio of consumption: at
the Indian seaports if extended to the interior, would
Lring a most important increase of business to thg
railways. India has about one-fifth of the population
of the world, while her consumption of petroleum was

only about one-sixtieth of the world’s consumption-

of 1881.

While the prediction might be unwarranted and the
propheey might prove irrational that the Indian consump-

tion would ever tally percapita with that of Java,the figures:

are highly suggestive—almost conclusive—that under

fostering transportation and legislative infinences a most’

fmportant increase is attainable.
Recommendations.

A.—That petroleum is entitled to, and should reccive
first classification bereafter.

B.—That at the expiration of any given year, cach
shipper who can produce the customary receipts, evideue~
ing that he has shipped during the said year
cases shall receive a rebate of per cent., and if

thousand cases a further rebalo okt
per cent,
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This would prove a great incentive to the Native mer-
chants to increasc their interior” business to an extent
necessary to secure the rebate, and if the business were
50 increased, the Railway could well afford the payment
of the rebate, and thus the principle of mutuality would
be established.

Finally.—The probabilities of a satisfactory outcome
to the Railways seem sufficient to induce the
to give these recommendations at least a year's trial,
Such a decision would appear judicious; such an experi-
ment could not prove disastrous.

Wi H. Lispy,

(of New Yorl City.)
Caleutta, 17th January 1883, v

From Last Indian Railway Company to Chamber,

Calcutta, 5th March 1883,

T am much obliged to you for the copy of the Memo-
randum by Mr, W. H. Libby, forwarded with your letter
of the Ist ultimo, regarding railway rates for the carriage
of kerosine oil. 1 am quite of opinion with M. Libby
that lower rates and more favorable conditions will teud
to inercase the trade in this article, and we had already
the matter uuder consideration before receipt of your
communication, .

The rate and conditions hitherto in
. 1. Railway for kerosine oil have been—.

(@) 50 pies per 100 maunds per mile.

(@) despatches
days of the weels,

force on the

allowed from Tloweal ouly on threc

o7

(¢) prepayment of freight. )

We now propose to introduce the following more favot-
able terms,

(@) A rate of 33 pies per 100 maunds per mile for -
“onsignments of ot less than 260 maunds and not more
ihan 280 maunds, or multiples thereof. This condition
is necessary to secure full wagon loads. The rate proposed
will be equivalent to a reduction of Rs. 82 per 100 maunds
on the distance from Howrah to Delhi, or a reduction of
82'8 per cent.

() Tt will be arranged for despatehes to be made each
day of the week.

(6) Prepayment of freight will not be compulsory.

The introduction of the above charges at an early date
is now under consideration,

PROPOSED RULES FOR THE IMPORTATION,
POSSESSION AND TRANSPORT OF - -
PETROLEURM.

From Government of Bengal to Chamber.
No.23 ¥ Dated Yacht“ Rhotas,” 18th August 1882,

I am directod to forward for an expression of thé
Chamber of Commerce two sets of rules framed under
the Petroleum Act of 1881, oue set under scction 7 to
vegulate the importation of petroleum; and the other
under section 9 to regulale the possession and transport
of petroleum,

2. The rules under section 7, as they stand, were pub-
fished in the Caleutta Gazette of the 19th ultimo, and T
am Lo explain that this was done for the purpose of giving
some legal power to the Government of stayingllhe

N &
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arrival of dangerous importations within the limits of the
Port.  The Lieutenant-Governor quite recoguizes .the
tentative character of these rules and the probabilisy of
modificatious, upon which the Chamber’s advice will al-
ways be valuable, being fouud necessary. A set of sup=
plementary rules have, since the
date of the Gazette publication,
been drawn up regading the sampling and testing of
petroleum, and these are also forwarded for an expres-
sion of the views of the Chamber,

3. I am atthe same time to send a copy of a letterv
from the Port Officer, Calcutta, No. 3009, dated the 25th
ultimo, in which he objects to Budge-Budge as the place
for stopping ships, and recommends Diamond Harbour
for the purpose instead, and I am to say that the Licute-
nant-Governor will be glad to have the opinion of the
Chamber o this point.

4. Aform of the certificate to be supplied at the
port of shipment to the master of a vessel carrying pe-
troleum is forwarded. But as some time must :1
before importers can oblain certificates in this fory
th.e place of export, and as the rules will be inoperative
without some form of certificate, the Licutenant-Governor
has directed the publication of a notification in the Cal
cutta Gazette declaring that, uniil further notice, certi-
ﬁfntcs granted in the form employed by the Insl;ectors
of the New York Produce Exchange will be aceepted.

I bave the honor to be,
SIk,

Your most obedient servant,

. ) C. Macauray,
Seeretary 1o the Govt, of Bengal,

Nov 6 (a) to 6 ().

apso
n ab

ai’;m’—
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NOTIFICATION.

The 18th July 1882.—Iun exercise of the powers con-

ferred by section 7 of the Petroleum Act, 1881, the

Licutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the

previous sanction of the Governor-General in Council, to

make the following rules to regulate the importation of
petroleum :—

PRELIMINARY.
1. (1) All words and expressions used in these rules
and defined in the Act shall in these rules have the mean-
ings respectively assigned to them by the Act.

(2) In these rules—

« Petroleum declared dangerous ” means petroleum which
{he master of a ship has declared under rule 2 to be dan-
gerous petroleum.

«(erlificated petrolenm ” means petroleum covered by
a certificate granted at the port of shipment, of such des-
cription as the Local Government may, from time to time,
Dy written order prescribe, and to the effect that the
petroleum is not dangerous petrdlenm.

« Uncertificated petroleum” wmeans petroleum which
the master of the ship has not declared under rule 2 to,
be dangerous petroleum, and which is not covered by a
certifieate as aforesaid.

« Potroleum reported dangerous” means petroleum
stated in a report signed by the Chemical Txamiuer to
Government, and deposited in the office of the FPort
C: issi tobe d P
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¢ Petroleum reported not dangerous ” means petrolowm
stated in a report as aforesaid not to be dangerous pe-
troleur,

TirorraTioN Av CALCUTTA,

2. The master of every ship bound for Calentta and
carrying petroleum shall, before reaching Budge-Budge,
declare in witing to the pilot*—

(a) what quantity of petroleum the ship is carry-
ing ?

(b)  whether any, and if so, what part of it is
dangerous petroleum ; and

(c) whether any, and if s0, what part of it is cer-
tificated petroleum.

Where the master declares that any petroleum is cer-
tificated petroleum, he shall produce to the pilot the
certificates covering the same,

3. A ship having on board any petroleum declared
dangerous shall not proceed upwards beyond Budge-Budge
until that petroleum has been discharged,

4. A ship having on board any uncertificated petro-

Jeum shall wot proceed upwards beyond Budge-Budgc

antil that petroleum has been eitherdisch:\rgcd orreported
not dangerous, .

5. A ship having on board only certificated petroleum,
or petrolenm reported not dangerous,
ceed upwards as far as Meteabrooz Gh:

or both, may pro-
A, but shall not

— —_
 The pilot should deliver this declaration to the harbour master
or b -

titant when the latter comes on board,
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proceed further until that petroloum has heen discharged,
unless the quantity of the petroleum does ot exceed 500
gallons, in which case she may proceed to any mooring in
the port.

6. (1) When a ship is stopped at Budge-Budge under
rule 4, or at Metealfvooz Ghit under rnle 5, the Super-
intendent of River Police, or one of his assistants, shall as
soon as possible go on board and obtain samples—in the
former case, of all the uncertificated petroleum, and if
there is certificated petroleura on hoard which, together
with the uncertificated petroleum, amounts to more than
500 gallons, of that certificated petroleum ; in the latter
case, of all the petroleum on board which bas not been
reported not dangerous,

(2) The master shall give to the Superintendent or
Dis assistant a sample of every variety of petroleum com-
prised in the petroleam of which samples are to be taken
under clause (1), and shall, if the Superintendent or his
assistant so require, take those samples from the particular
receptacles indicated by him,

(3) The Superintendent or his assistant shall forth-
with seal the receptacles containing the samples, and having
labelled them with the name of the ship, the name of the
consignee, and such other distinguishing marks as may be
necessary, shall forward them to the Chemical Examiner
for report 5 and the Chemical Examiner, having tested
them, shall sign areport declaring that they are or are not
dangerous petroleum (as the case may be), and forward
that report to the office of the Port Commissioners, where
it shall be deposited.
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7. If the petrolenm declared or reported dangerous,
or both together, on board a ship exceed 40 gallons, no
portiou of that petroleum shall be lauded unless the whole
of it is covered by an import license granted under section

“4of the Act.

8. If the uncertificated petrolewm on board a ship
excecds 40 gallons, no portion of it shall be landed until
the Chemical Txaminer’s report in respect of it has been
deposited in the office of the Port Commissioners as
hereinbefore provided.

9. If there is on board a ship uncertificated petrolenm
inrespect of which the Chemical Examiner’s report bas
not been deposited as bereinbefore provided, and also pe-
troleum declared or reported dangerous, and the aggregate
exceeds 40 gallons, no portion thereof shall be landed
unless the aggregate is covered by an import license grant-
ed under section 4 of the Act.

10. 1If the certificated petroleum on board a ship
exceeds 500 gallons, no portion of that petroleum shall
be landed unless it is reported not dangerous.

11, When petroleum is landed within the port—

(1) it shall be landed only in covered cargo-boats, and
after sunrise and before sunset ;

(2) if landed on the Calcutta hank of the river, it may
be landed at Newmuck Mabal Ghit, or at any ghit or land-
ing stage lower down the river;

(8) if landed ou the Howrah bank of the river, it may
be landed at the ghiit immediately to the east of the
Royal Botanical Gardens;
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(4) it shall not, without the written permission of ihe
Port, Commissioners, be landed at any other ghit than
those named above.

(5) No smoking, fire, or light of any deseription shall
be allowed in any cargo-boat during the time that the
petroleum is on board the boat.

12. Al petroleum landed at the ghiit on the Howrah

bavk of the river, mentioned in Rule 11, shall be carried
ab once from the boat in which the petroleum has been
conveyed to the ghfit (without being deposited or staclked
on the ground) to the north side of the gate leading into
the Botanical Gardens, and shall not be deposited or stacled
within 50 yards to the north of a line:drawn through the
pillars of that gate, ’

13, When the pétrolenm declaved or reported danger-
ous, or Loth, on board a ship amounts to more than 40
gallons, and is not’ covered by an import license granted
under section 4 of the Act; and the master desires to
proceed above Budge-Budge, the Local Government may
if it thinks fit, grant to any person a license to possess that
petrolenm at such place for such time, and subject to such
undertaking by such person for the re-exportation of that
petroleum at the expiration of that time as it thinks fit ;
and may, notwith ding any thing hereinbefore con-
tained, permit that petroleum to be landed and delivered
to that person in such manner and sabject to such condi-
tions as it thinks fit,

IMPORATATION AT OPHER PORTS.

14. The master of every ship conveying petroleum
shall, ou entering a port in the Lower Provinces of Bengal
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other than “the port of Caleutta, give inlimation of the
quantity and description of the petroleum to the Magis-
“trale of the district, and shall not allow more than three
gallons of dangerous petroleum to he removed from the
ship for delivery to any one person, except upon the pro-
duction by the consignec or his agent of a Jicense under
seetion 4 or section 5 of the Act (as the case may be,) to
possess the same,
GENERAL,

15. Nothing in the foregoing rules applies to petroleum
comprised in a ship’s stores and manifested as such, pro-
vided it is not of tnreasonably large amount. If any
question arises as to whether any petrolenm manifested
as ship’s stores is of an unreasonably large amount, the
decision thereon of the Port Commissioners in Calentta
and. of thie Magistrate of the district elsewhere shall be
final,

CoLMAN MAcAULAY,
Seey, to the Govt, of Bengal,
_—

I exercise of the powers conferred by section 9 of the
Petroleum Act, 1881, the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal
is pleased, with the previous sanction of the Govcrn:r-
General in Council, to make the following rules to regu-
late the granting of licenses, to possess and Lmnspaort
petroleum in cases where such

etro licenses are by law
required :—

1 ‘All words and expressions defined in the Act and -
\150f1 in theso rules shall have in these rules the meanings
assigned to them respectively by the Act, i
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2. These rules shall cxtend, so far as they apply to
dangerous petroleum, to all the territories administered
by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and so far as they
apply to other petroleum only to

(1) the town and port of Caleutta ;

(2) the Municipality of the Suburbs of Culeutta;

(3) the North Suburban Municipality ;

(4) the South Suburban Municipality ;

(3) the Municipality of Howrah, and

(6) any other municipality or place to which the

Lieutenant-Governor may, by written order, pub-
lish in the Caloutia Guselie, declare them to
be applicable. .

3. Licenses for the possession of petroleum within

the town of Caleutta shall be granted only when the -

premises intended to be nsed for the storage of the petro-
leum fulfil the following couditious, viz., when the building
itself is constructed of masonry with terraced or iron
roofs, and with tiled or paved or earthen floors 3 when the
door-ways and openings of the building are built up to
a height of not less than two feet above the level of the
road or street, or when the floor is sunk at least tivo fact
Dbelow the level of the road or strect, so that the petro-
Jeum cannot flow out of the premises in case of fire;
and when the premises are separated by a clear open
space of 20 feet oun every side from any other building,
provided that the licensing officer may, for special reasous
to be stated in writing, dispense with this condition.

4. Licenses for the possession of petroleum in places
outside the town of Calentta shall be granted only when
the premises intended to be used for the storage of the

14
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plreoleum fulfil the following conditions, wiz, when the
building itself is built of brick or earth, no inflammable
materials being used in the construction of any portion
thereof, except the doors ; when the promises are separated
Dy an open space of at least 20 feot on every side from
any other building ; and when the building is surrounded
by a wall or carthen embankment not less than four fect
high, with a trench close to and completely surrounding
the building, of sufficient capacity to hold all the petro-
Teum stored, and to prevent its escape beyond the limits
of the trench in case of fire,

5. The licensing officer, or any police-officer of or
above the rank of Head Constable appointed by him,
may cnter any premises in respeet of which licenses for
the possession of petrolenm have been granted, for the
purpose of inspecting the same at any time after sunrise
and before sunset,

6. The licensing officer, or any police-officer as afore-
said may require a sample to be delivered to him from
any  receptacle containing petrolenm stored in any
licensed premises. The procedure prescribed in sections
10 and 11 of the Act shall apply to any demand for
amples made under this rule, and to the testing  of
such samples,

7." Applications for licenses for the transport of petro-
lenm shall specify the description and quantity of the
petroleum to be transported, and the places from and to
which, and the route by which the petroleum is to be
conveyed, and shall describe the receptacles in which the
petroleam is to be contained.

|
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8. All petroleum transported under a license shall, if
it be conveyed in carts, be transported after sumise and
before sunset, and shall in all cases be packed in air-tight
tin or other vessels not casily broken, or in stoppered
bottles.

9. It shall be the duty of all police-officers to see tha
the petroleum is carried only duwring the time mentioned
in rule 8, and by such route as may be specified iu the
license ; and any such officer may stop and inspect any
petroleum in transit,

10.  Licenses for the possession or transport of dangerous

1 in i

P ) 40 gallons will be grant-
ed, subject to the provisions of section 4 of the Act, under
the signature of the Secretary to the Government of Bengal
in the Municipal Department, on the recommendation of
the Commissioner of Police if the application for the license
is made in Calcutla, or of the Commissioner of the Division
if the application is made clsewhere.

Applications for such licenses should be made througlh
the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, or the Divisional
Commissioner, as the case may be.

Licenses for the possession or transport of dangerous
petrolen ding 40 gallons, and
licenses for the possession or transport of other petroleum,
will be granted in Caleutta by the Commissioner of Police
or Deputy Commissioner of Police, and elsewhere by the
Magistrate of the district, or by such other officer as the
Local Government may from time to time, by an order in
writing, appoint in this behalf,

in l.mnmi not
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11, The following fees shall be charged for licenses
under the Act :—

. . Rs.
License for the j of dang petrol

in quantities exceeding 40 gallons (section 4)

for every allons or fraction of 40 gallons... 5
License for the possession of dangerous petroleum

in quantities exceeding 3 gallons, but not ex-

caeding 40 gallons (seetion 5) ... 3
License for the transport of dangerous petrolenm

in quantities excecding 40 gallons (section 4) ;

for every 40 gallons or fraction of 40 gallons ... 4
License for the transport of dangerous petrolenm

in quantities exceeding 3 galions, but not es-

ceeding 40 gullons (section 5) 2
License for the possession of other petroleum—

When the quantity to be stored does not exceed

2,000 gallons 25

When the quantity to be stored exceeds 2,000
galtons, but docs not exeeed 10,000 gallons ... 60

When the quantity exceeds 10,000 gallons but
does not exceed 20,000 gallons . .. 100

Tor every additional 10,000 gallons ... w50
Licenses for the transport of other petrolenm—

When the quantity does not. exceed 10,000 gallons, 1

Whien the quantity execeds 10,600 gz;l]ons e B

12, Savein eases to which section 4 of the Act

i applicable, the licensing officer may in his discretion
arant alieense for the POS;

} on or transport of such
quantity of petroleum as he thinks fit,
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13. Trery license for the possession of petroleum
in any premises shall specify the maximum quantity of
petroleum which may be stored in those premises.

14. Every license for the transport of petroleum shall
specify the place from which the petroleum is to be
conveyed, the route to be followed, the quantity of
petroleum covered by the license, and the time for which
thie license is in force.

15. Ticenses for the ‘possession of petroleum shall be
in force for ome year from the date of the grant of the
license, provided that the licensing officer may, at any
time, for good and sufficient reason, cancel a license.

16.  Licenses for the transport of petroleum shall be
in force for such period not exceeding three months from:
the date of the grant of the license as may be specified in
the license.

17. Licenses granted under these rules shall be fn
the forms, and shall have endorsed on them the conditions:
respectively prescribed for them in the schedule heretor
annexed.

Every such license shall, on the breach of any such
condlition, be forfeited.

18.  Tivery application for the rencwal of a license for
e possession of petroleum shall be made in the same man-
ner as an application for an original license.

Lvery such application shall be made at a date not less
than 15 days before the date on which the orignal license
expires, Ihe same fee shall be charged for the renewal
of a license as for o new license.
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SCHEDULE.
Torms of Licenses.
A,
LICENSE FOR TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS PETROLEUM

GRANTED UNDER SECTION 4 OR SECTION 5 oF Act VIII
or 1881.

. .
No, Tee Rs.
Licesse is hereby given to of
to transport cases containing in all.
gallons of dangerous petrolenm
from to

, subjeet to

the rules and conditions on the back of this license, and

by the following route, namely :— .
The amount of petroleum in each case is stated below.

This license shall continue in force only till the
day of 188 .

Seeretary to Government,

Commissioner or Deputy « In the case of the transport
, - .

Commissioner of Police. of dangerous petrolenm in

amount not exceeding 40
Magistrate of the District. gallons.

Zindorsement on Form A.
Rures,
[Zere enter vules wnder section 9 of the Act.]
Coxbprrions

1. The petroleum shall be carried in covered toats.
s

m

2. No smoking, firc or light of any kind shall be permit-
ted on ithe i’_";‘l‘i in which the petroleum is carried.

3. The license-holder is prohibited from delivering any
<uantity excecding three gallons to any onc who has not a
license under section 4 or 5 of the Act. For the delivery
of any quantity of petroleum not exceeding three gallons,
hic must observe the conditions of sections 5 and 6 of the
Act.

4, Should the Commissioner of Police or Magistrate
through whose jurisdiction the petrolewm may pass, con-
sider it necessary to send a guard with the petrolenm
covered Dy this license, the license-holder shall pay for the

guard.

B.

LICENSE TO POSSESS DANGEROUS PETROLEUM GRANTED
UKDER SECTION 4 OR SECTION 5 or Act VIII or 18S1.

No. Fee Rs.

L1CENSE is hereby granted to
for the storage in the premises described below of
gallons of dangerous petroleum subject to the rules
and conditions on the back of this license.

Description of premises above referred to.

Seerctary to the Government of Bengal.
Qomanissioner or Deputy  When the amount of petro-
Commassioncr of {leum docs not exceed 40
Police  or Magis- ( gailons,
trate of the District.
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ZIndorsements on Form B.

RuLzs.
[Here ender rules wnder section 9 of the Act)

CoNDITIONS,

1. No goods of acombustible nature shall be stored
in the licensed prémises.

2. No cask or other receptacle containing petrolenm
shall be opened, or the oil drawn off, within the Duilding
in which the petroleum is stored.

3. No smoking, light or fire in any form shall be per-
mitted at any time within such building,

4. If the licensing officer calls on the holder of the
license, by a notice in writiug, to execute any repairs of
the licensed premises, which may, in the opinion of such
officer, be necessary for the safety of the premises, the hold-
er of the license shall exceute the repairs within such
period, not being less than one week from the date of
the receipt of the notice, as may be fixed by the notice.

5. The license-holder is prohibited from delivering any
quantity of dangerous petrolenm exceeding three gallons
to any one who has not a license under scetion 4 or 5 of
the Act. For the delivery of any quantity of such petro-
leum not exceeding three gallons, he must obscrve the
conditions of sections 5 and 6 of ‘the Act,
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C.
1T¢nNSE TO POSSESS PETROLEUM OTHER THAN DANGE-
ROUS PETROLEUM.
Granted wnder section 8 of Act V1T of 1881,

No. Tee Bs.
LicENse is hereby granted to
for the storage in the premises deseribed below of
gallons of petroleum subject to the rules and conditions
on the back of this license.

Deseription of the premises above veferved to.
Commissioner, or
Deputy Commissioner of Police, §
District Magistrate,
The 8 . }

Bndorsement on Form C.
Rures.
[Here entor rules wnder scetion 9 of the Aet.}
CONDITIONS.
(1)  No goods of a combustible nature shall be stored
in the licensed premises.

(2) No cask or other receptacle containing petrolemn
shall be opened, or the oil drawn off, within the building
in which the petrolenm is stored.

(3) No smoking, lightor fire inany form shall be
permitted at any time within such building.
15
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(4) If the licensing oflicer calls on the holder of the

license, by a notice in wriling, to execule any repairs of -

the licensed premises which may, in the opinion of such
officer, bo necessary for the safety of the premises, the hold-
erof the liceuse shall execule the repairs within such
period, not being less than one week from the date of the
receipt of the nolice, as may he fixed by the notice.

D.

No. Fee Rs.
LICENSE TO TRANSPORT PETROLEGM OTIER THAN DANGE-
ROUS PETROLEUM.

Granted under scciion S of det VIIT of 1881.
L1oessk is hercby granted to
to transport
from to
subject to the rales and  conditions mentioned on the
reverse, and by the following route, namely :—

cases of petroleum

This license shall continue in force only till the
day of 188 .

Dated Comvinissioner or
Deputy Commissioner of Police,
of 18
District Megistrate.
Endorsement on Form, D.
Rures.
[Here entor vules wnder scetion 9 of the Act]
CoxpiTrons, :

1, The petroleum shall pe carried fiy fovered boats
G,

S

|
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2. No smoking, fireor light of any description shall
be allowed in the s in whicle the petroleum is being
carried, )

ANNEXURE IIL

6. (v). The ordinary rule for testing cargoes of certificat-
ed petroleam shall be to test one case in 5,000. As soon
as the first case is tested, if the petroleum is reported not
dangerous, it shall be conditionally passed, 4. ¢., permission
to land and remove the cargo shall be given, but it shall
be the duty of the police to obtain another case as soon
as about 5,000 cases have been landed, aud subsequent
cases in the same proportion as the lower portions of the
cargo are reached. As long as these successive tests are
satisfactory, the landing and removal of the eargo may
proceed without impediment, but if any case isfound to
coutain petroleum flashing below 73° by Abel’s test, the
conditional pass shall be withdrawn, and further landing
and removal shall be at once stopped.

6. (D) Six cases shall then be taken for examination
from the part of the cargo which included the case which
contained oil flashing below 73°, and if thoy all contain
oil coming up fo the standard, the case which failed may
be overlooked as an exceptional case, and the landing
and removal of the oil may proceed as before,

6. (¢) Should, however, one or more of the six cases
also coutain oil flashing below 78°, the cargo, or that
portion of it which is still unremoved, shall be declared
2 mixed cargo, that is, a cargo of certificated pelroleum
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some of which when tested does not satisfy the test in
Caleutta.

6. (d) The owner or consignee of a mixed cargo may
at his discretion (@) remove the carge by ship from Cal-
cutta, or () couvey not less than 5,000 cases to be sclected
at his discretion below Budge-Budge, there to he dealt
with as petroleum reported dangerous,

G. (¢) Should he elect the second alternative, the testing
of the remainder of the cargo shall be proceeded with as
in rules 6 (a) to ¢ (¢), the residue of the petroleum being
passed or rejected in accordance with the

results - of
subsequent tests.

G. (f) For uncertificated petroleum, if the case first
tested is found to contain petroleum flashing at or alove
73° by Abel’s test, the vessel may then come up to Motia-
brooz Ghit, and rules 6 (@) to G (c) shall then apply to
the testing and landing of the cargo,
will render some alteration necess;
probable, however, that
xarely be imported.)

(This, if accepted,
ary in rnle 4, It is
uncertificated  petroleum  will

G. (9) In determining the flashing
petroleam under the above rules,
shall take the mean of not less than four experiments,
Should the oil flash oy first withdrawal of the slide at a
temperature of 66° this flash shall not be accepted. Ounly

clear aud distinet flashes shall be counted, and doubtful
flashes rejected.

point of a case of
the Chemical Examiner

6. (k) The petroleum shall be

tested 0 as to determine
the flashing poiut, as it is in

¢ case. So far as prace

mn7

ticable no exposure to the air shall be allowed in removing
the oil for testing.

(Sd.) H. L, HArrisoy,

Commissioner of Police.
(True Copy.)
(Sd.) R. C. CuATTERIER,
Iead Assistant.

From the Dort Officer to the Sccretary to the Government of Bengal,

" General Department, Marine, No. 3009, Fort William, Lort 0Ofice,
Caleutta the 25t July 1882,

Str,

I have the honour to submit, with reference to the
Notification published at page 617, part I. of the Calentta
Gazette of 19th July 1882, that I consider Budge-Budge
would be a most unsuitable place to anchor ships at for
several days unless fixed moorings were laid down, It
is mow used as an anchorage for ships going down river,
anchoring for the tide ; it is narrow, and a ship at anchor
and swinging, would render the navigation difficult.

2. I would rccommend that ships should be at Diamond
Irbour, where swinging moorings might be laid down by
the Commissioners for Making Improvements in the Port
of Calcatta,

I have, &e.
(Sd)  A. Svvrs, Lt lale 1. N,
Port Officer of Calculta.
(True Copy.)
(Sd.) R. C. CHATTERIEE,
For Heed dssistant,
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Certificate to be supplied to the master of « vessel carrying petrolewm
2o ports in Bricish India.

Name of vessel,

Name of Master.

Cargo consigned to

Amount of petroleum on board

A gallons conlain-
ed in

tin cases, barrels, or ivon drums,
Brand of Petroleum.
Manufactured by

Tlashing point, determined Ly means of a verified Abel's
Petroleum apparatus, aceording to the iustructions contain-
ed in ithe Indian Petroloum Act of 1881 by the examin.
ation of samples drawn from

vats holding
gallons each or tins, &e., &e,

Number of tests made with each sample,
Highest and lowest. flashing

(8d)

point of each sample,

Dated Cerlified Stale Annalist of
Certified that the above flashing

refer to the petrolewm consi, E

of

on the

point determinations
gned to Messrs,

and leaving

ex

®d)

Letroleum Refiners,

ipped under «fing ” or « " test flash
I shiy ! open” fest flash
point determinations, v 'y §

5, will be trealed ag uncertificated,

Petrolenm g
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From Clamber to Governmeni of Bengal.
' Caloutta, 4l January 1883,

In reply to your letter No, 747 of the 30th ultimo,
1 am wow gble to transmit herewith the reply of the
principal importers of petroleum to the reference sub-
mitted to them by the Committee of the Chamber on
the subject of the rules under the Petroleum Act VIIT of
1881, to which you drew aitention in your letter of
18th of August last.

The Committec instruct me to express regret at the
delay which bas taken place in answering that com-
munication, but they have not been able wntil now to
advise you of the views entertained by those engaged
in the Petrolenm trade.

In forwarding the original letter received from those
parties, the Committee direct me to submit with it
a copy of the letter addressed to the Chamber by Mr.
Libby of New York,

To Trr SECRETARY, BENGAL CHANBER OF COMMERCE.
Caleutia, 30tk October 1882,
We have the hounor to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of 30th September last, calling atlention to a
letter from the Government of Bengal, dated 18th August,
respecting two sets of rules framed under the Petroleum
Act of 1881, and requesting an expression of opinion
upon the same for the consideration of Government.

One set of these rules is intended, under section 7,
to regulate the importation of petroleum, and one set




- Ra

120

under section 9, to regulate the travsport and possession
of petroleum, -

As you are aware, the firms mostly interested in
this trade have recently addressed to the Government of
Bengal a memorial on the subject, which deals with
the question upon a more comprehensive scale, and,
as we have reason to think, will commend itself to the
Government, considering the magnitude this trade is
likely to assume, If the Jargeness of this trade is once
recognised, we have mno doubt the Government will re-
consider these rules, which as now framed are more in<
tended for a local retail business, than to meet the re-
quirements of the present, and far less the expansion
of the future, in this branch of our commerce.

We consider it of the first nccessity that rules for
regulating this trade should be divided, as regards—

(@)—importation.

(b)—transportation,

(6)—possession.

(a)—The memorial referred to has fully set forth what
we consider as an immediate necessity—a large com-
modious Depdt, with proper appliances for landing, and
suitable laboratory arrangements for testing petroleum ;
and jetties and moorings, at the locality indicated, to
facilitate the discharge of vessels.

(6)—The memorial has further suggested the require~
ments for transportation of the oil from the depdt, except
such portion as is intended for the local retail trade
in and near Caleutta, viz., the connection by a line of
ailway with the general railway system to Northern

121

and Tastern Bengal, and with the compleiion of the
bridge at Hooghly, with the N.-W. Provinces. A sug-
gestion has been thrown out, that such conncction should
lead from Seeldah vit Ballygunge, Alipore, Garden
Reach to Meteabrooz Depdt; the future extension of
trains by such a line would follow, as a matter of course,
to the contemplated central station in Calcutta.

In this memorial Scaldah has been chosen as the
connecting link, because a large quantity of petroleum
finds at present an outlet to Northern and Easiorn
Bengal, partly by rail—partly by the Easterw Canal
route; and by making a halting station at or near
Sealdah, goods intended for boat transport to Fastern
Bengal could be brought to the Canal, without the
streets’ of Caleutta and suburbs being constantly en-
cumbered, and partially blocked, by the heavy cart
traflic now carried on,

If the suggestions submitted in the memorial to his
Honor the* Licutenant-Governor reccive prompt and
favorable attention, it follows, as a matter of course,
that the rules intended for importation and transpor-
tation of petroleum can be greatly modified, and the
working of the same be so much more simply and safely
attended to, that we deem it needless to go into details
of the present rules submitted.

(e)—There remains the question of “possession ” of
petroleum, whicl,, if the above plan is carricd into effect,
will marrow itself to the retail trade of petly dealers in
and near Caleutta; and rules for them should be more
properly framed by the Municipal or Police authorities,
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However, we arc equally interested in seeing that these
petty traders are protected from unnecessary official
-restrictions and interference, because upon the activity
of these small dealers depends in a great measure the
distribution of a cheap article for domestic use amongst
the masses of the population.

We apprehend the object of the Petroleum Act was
to protect life and property ; and carrying this object
into effect, ‘rules and regulations were framed which
necessitate liconse fees to compensate the Government
for the expense of supervising the trade. The trade
fully recognizes the nccessity of paying in some form
for the accommodation asked for, and for the supervision
exercised by Government officials, but it is at the same
time anxious to see it simplified under the suggested
arrangement, instead of having hindrances multiplied
under the proposed rules.

We are fully aware that the arrangements asked for
from Government caunot bhe immediately exceuted, and
that it requires estimates of cost to be worked out be-
fore the charges which the article is to hear can he clear-
Iy fixed and established ; but as it is quite evident that
some prompt measures must be taken Lo meet the in-
creasing wants of this trade, it can only be for a limited
period that the matter must necessmrily remain in sus-
peuse; and for this limited period we think the Chamber
might solicit Government to leave the question of these
rales in abeyance, pending a more complete settlement
of the whole question,

We understand the Committee of the Chamber

has
weceived a letter from Mr, Libby,

who represents large

o AL
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interests in the Petroleum trade in the United SLm'jes,
of which we have been favored with & copy. We think
the suggestions coutained in M. Libby’s letbe'r of g1~?nb
practical value, and have no doubt your Committee will,
with their letter, forward a copy of his also to the Govern~
ment of Bengal.

‘With out repeating in cxtenso many of the points touch-
ed upon in this interesting communication, we will only
allude to the recapitulations which Mr. Libby thinks
should be urged upon the attention of Government i—

1. Government godowns at & Deplt as near Caleutta
as possible.

This has been strongly urged already in the memorial
submitted.

2. Modifications to avoid needless loss to the impor-
ter in the event of r¢jections.

We think a separate part of such & dopdt, under pre-
per supervision, would meet the casc; the owner and
master of a vessel should not be mulcted by having
his cargo kept on board on arrival at or near Caleutta,
because in most cases he is not interested in its quality
but is simply a carrier for hire, There should be o
separato place for landing and storiug the same, in caso
the oil is not up to Government tests.

3. “Copy of Bill Lading and New Yerk Certificate to
be delivered hy masters of vessels in full of all Government
requirements.” o which we beg leave to add “ for permit-

ting londing and storing of the cargo,”
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) The trade is agreed that thore can be no difficult;
in %ush'uctiug the master who holds copics of Bill o};‘
L:ul}ng, as o rule, to altach to them copies of the
certificates of the oil shipped ; but we do not under-
stand why the form: should vary from the usual certi-
ficate granted in New York as suggested by the Govern-
ment of Bengal; on the contrary, we think, the former
quite adequate to afford the necessary  preliminary
p.rulection under the Indian laws; whilst the form spe-
cified in appendix to the Govermment rules might,
under cerlain  circumstances as pointed out in EI:'.’
Libby's letter, cause serious drawbacks and inconveni-
once in dealing with cargoes, directed “ Galle for Orders,”
and for which the ordinary American Certificate ma’v
be on hoard with the master, )
4 A small testing fee in liew of licenses.”

We should recommend a small testing fee to cover
* Government, Depdi charge;” in addition to which there
would of course be a charge for storage, depending
npon the time that cargoes remain undelivered. ’l‘hes;
latter the importers or consignees of cargo would have
tf’ pay, and would constitute 2 primary Dch:\rge upon
the goods, whilst the expenses of the Jetties would
have to be met from charges upon the vessels that
have the facilities of using them and the ady

e 8 antages
o quicker discharge, °

Lo the foregoing fowr items

) recommend
Libby, we would add— aded. Ty Mr.

5. Alicense fee for importing petroleum into the
town :uu‘l suburbs of Culeutta wnder Munjeipal rules
aepurale for the testing foe as above,
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Special rales under Municipal or Police regulation
as regards the keeping or storage of smaller quantities
of petroleum in the town and suburbs of Caleutta for
the purpose of trade, which rules might likewise serve
for any other localitics or trading places under the
Bengal Government.

The “testing fee ” once levied should entitle the owner
or consignee of the ofl to a Government certificate,
which should cover the transportation from depdt of
the whole quantity, by either boat, train or waggon load
and the removal of any portion should be accompanied
by a certificd copy of such certificate. For a trifling
charge certified copies of the certificates should be
granted by the Depot authorities for any portion that
leaves tho depdt, and for which the original certificatc
was granted ; the number of such certificate to be
branded on each case for identification, .

In conclusion, we have only to refer to the letter from
the Port Officer to the Government of Bengal, recom-
mending Diamond Harbour as an auchoring place instead
of Budge-Budge.

This we consider a necdless delay ; if once the Depét
is decided upon at Moteabrooz, and the erection of jet-
ties, for which that part of the river offers special
facilities, Is carried out, it would in our opinion be un-
just to delay a vessel at Diamond Harbour, as the dis-
charge at the depdt will be quick, and there is no mate-
| rial danger in leiting the vessels come up at once to
its destination, which should be decmed as situaled
within the limits of the port of Caleutta.

T S ——T TR T
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Recommending the sugsestion to the faverable consi-
deration of yowr Committce,

We are, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfally,
(Sigued) Sermoper Symipt & Co.
Honson, CoNor & Co.
Brysruavses & Onsrertey,
Bavuer, Lawrts & Co.
Kerroewenn, Bunnes & Co.
Rastape Dass, LucinoN Dass,
Gonusit DOss JATRAM,
Bissexnvar JurpvaL,

Caleuita, 18th September 1882,

o Trin SECRETARY OF 15te BuNGAL CUAMBER oF

. CoMMERCE,
Dear SIR,

Having read, as suggested, the letter of 1Sth ultimo,
from the Bengal Governmont to the Bengal Chamber of
Commeree, T now vespectlully subwit  the following com-
ments :

As approximate unanimity is essential to give effective-
ness to suggestions tendered by & commercial community
Lo a Goverument, it is greatly to be desired that conflict-
fug opinions may be harmonized on the scveral most
important  features of the  Rules” proposed by the
Bengal Government for the “importation, possession, and
transport of Petrolenm.”  These I take Lo hee

Lst.—Tho capacity, construction, and loculity of

godowns,

2nd.—Tho sampling of cargoes and the disposition of
“rejections.”

8rd.—The documents to be delivered up by the master
of a vessel to tho local authoritics,

4¢h.—The manner (by licensing or otherwise) in which
the petroleum business shall pay its contribution to the
revenue.

Godowns, &e.—In the judgment of those who have given
tho subject the closest attention, the consumption of petro-
Joum ‘u‘x Tndia, notwithstanding the rapid jucrease of the
past few years, is still in its “infancy 57 and further ac-
commodation in Calentta will be necessary in the near
future. I think the Chamber should urge upon Govern-
ment tho prompt ercction of godowns suitable for at [f'[lst
500,000 cases, which conld not fail to return a fair equiva-
Jent for the expenditure. A roof attracting as little ]anL
as possiblo, a hard substantial flooring and  good WEill:l(L-
1ion are the cssential requisites of a good go«lo\vnj: ‘]xes-
pecting the recommendation of the * Port Qﬂlcc:~ in re
« Diamond Harbour,” it scems to me that, aside ﬂ'(?m any
other question, the disfance presents insnpm:.'\hk olg]oc(nons,
complicating every detail of rccoiving.nml du‘;mlnmng, and
Jmposing a lransportation tax”; increasing Dboth cost
and handling without bringing benefit to avy one but the
omrier.  Any policy that lessens the lf:md'lmg of Potro-
Joum, and brings its discharge mu} (]isll‘lbl‘klml under the
casy supervision of the parties iu interest, is greatly to be
desired. . o

Sampling of cargoes and disposition of rejections. )

T think the proposed rules should speeify a time limit

$n which the primal tost should be reported to the con

AR e
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signee, say, ¢ as soon as possible, but not lo cxceed
‘hours,”

Trefer to the four cargoes of rejeeted oil concerning
the quality of which so great a divergence of opinion has
arisen, to point out the unnecessarily severe loss to the
importers arising from the disposition of the “rcjections,”
Every one-conversant with the petrolenm  business of the
world is aware, that assuming the cargoes aforesaid to be

* without the requirements of the Indian Act of 1881, they
were unquestionably of a quality such as had been {or
years consumed in India, and would to-day be accepted
by 4ths of the world including every tropical country except
India. T construe the Indian Act of 1881 to contemplate
“the non-consumption and non-distribution of an oil of Jower
than 78° Abel test, but I fail to sec how anyone can con-
tend that the public safety is imperilled by the tempo-
rary warchousing of cases which the chemical examiner
‘have reported as a few degrees only below the Tndian
requirement. I think the term « dangerous” in the Act a
misnomer, and while used, I assume merely inan ex-
planatory or technical seuse, it scoms that
barsh might be employed to design,
which the Indian Government hav
legal from illeg:

a word less
ate the dividing line
e drawn to distinguish
! al petroleum, An importer of good stand-
ing, and acting presumably in good faith,

. incurs a
sufficiently severe penalty i

i u submitting to the expenses
incidental to extra handling, godown charges, re-shipment,
extra freights, cte,, without being compelled to expose his‘
property to heavy deterioration as af Dresent at “ Garden

Reach” T would therefore suggest that in faiure, should

a “layer” of g cargo be reported by the chemical cxaminers
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as bolow “test,” that subsequent inspections should be
for cach 1,000 or 2,000 cases (instead of 5,080) uwntil
satisfactory oil is reached ; thew, that the quantity appa-
rently helow test should be put in cither a separate godown
or in specified portions of any godown, wutil its fate is
ullimately decreed, thus allowing it to be properly cared
for and insured, and, if necessary, re-shipped. T do not
apprehend that any oil of even a semi-doubtful character
is Tikely to find its way to India hercafter.

Hasier of Vessel's documents.—1I fail to sco why a
copy of the Bill Lading, together with o duplicate of the
New York inspection certifieate, should not, permancaily
satisfy Governmental requirement.  There is no * certified
St
siguing of the proposed certificate would be cleatly beyoud
Tiis functions.

te analyst ” for the purpose, and if there were, the

When I state that the world’s cousumption of petrolenm
in 1881 was upwards of 600,000,000 of gallons (i5th of
which only was for Indian consumption), it is cvident
that the inspection of petroleum in America is av im-
portant business of itself, and has naturally commanded
the attention of the New York Produce Ixchange, the
Jargest and most influential commercial  organizition
in the United States, resulting in the appointment and
licensing of inspectors who have proved themselves duly
qualified to the satisfaction of a Petrolenm Committee
composed of rehuers, merchants, brokers and shippers,
representing the various interests in the business. These
licenses are revoked “for cause.” There is no authority
in America to outrank these inspectors’ certificates, and
if not regarded as conclusive by the Indian Government,

17
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they should be re
i
“declaration,” as they very rarely know even the names
of the forcign consigace, and sometimes not even the port
of destination, as when, for example, a vessel clears

cived as strong  presumptive evidence,
s pob competent for the vefiners to sign tho suggested

“ for Galle for orders.”  The refiner might sign a declara-
tion that he had shipped the oil inspecled under a certain

contract, but it would appear to me to be most unusual -

an' extraordinary to make such a demand. Nor can I
vegard the statement of the master of a vesscl respecling
(the “test” of the petroleum ho carrics as very pertinent,
When we remember the cargoes of petroleum that are
floating to-day on almost every navigable water, there is
little doubt as to the testimony forthcoming from masters
of vesscls as to its gencrally safe characteristics, and such
belief s certainly having the practical endorsement of
underwriters,

T might say, in parenthesis, that I think the rule spe-
cifying “covered cargo boats ” for discharging might be
amended by omitting the won “covered,” leaving it
optional with the consignee, who would doubtless find
each preferable at times,

Licenses, §e.—Whatever may be said of the godown
licenses, the transport, licenses must result in endless
delays aud irritations,

It scoms to me that petroleum may easily pay the
equivalin which the licenses contemplate in a simple
form,  Why not & small testing fec per case 2 The detail
ef g sessent and collection would bo most, simple ; the
consiguee could readily estimate it i his first sclling

contract, and the consumer (who in cither case would o
the real contributor) would fiud the increase of cost se
slight as to be scarcely pereeptible.

Recapitulating, I should urge upon Government —

lst.—Governmental godowns as ncar Caleutta as
possible.

2nd.~Modifications to avoid needless loss to the im-
porter in the event of rejections.

3rd.—Copy bill lading and New York inspection
certificate to be delivered by masters of vessels in full of
all Governmental requirements.

Ath—A. small testing fec in lieu of licenses.

I do not regard it as within the scope of the present
communication to discuss the two most prominent ques-
tions affecting the futurc of petroleum interests in India :
—1Ist, the correct applicability of the Abel test and ap-
parent variations claimed to be traceable to bavomef
and thermometric causes. This subject is having the
careful cousideration of the Chemical advisers of the
Government, whose investigations are not likely to be
completed for sometime to come, and the petroleum trade
of the world may naturally anticipate much valualls
information from the tests and experiments of Professor Red-
wood, who both from a seientific and practical standpoint,
las probably had more experience with the Abel in-
strament and test than any man living.

‘The second question which I omit at this time to dis-
cuss is the very recent and emphatic official recommenda-
tion of Professor Abel, that the Indian standard of test
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. shall be increased to 83°,

Tt is greatly to be hoped thag
the Government will not, f

favorably entertain a recommen-
dation caleulated to so seriously embarr:
the business. Tn advance of any form
Government,
Abels sngg

ass the future of
al intimation from the
that they contemplate acting on Professop
estious, it may be somewhat prem
tate this question, but, upon my return to CJI,[CI'([.’((\, later in
the season, T will he pleased, if the Chamber of Commereo
50 desire, to present my views in ca!

ature to agi.

fenso in the premises,
T have the honor to remain,
Very respeetfully yours
Wi 1. Lipy.
(Of New Yorl; City) -
representing.
about ninety per cent, of Petroleum exportation

from the United States,

In behalf of Corporations and Fivms

Lrom Chamber

to Government of Bengal,

Caloutta, 2440, «/cummy 1883.
The  Committee of the
desive me to forward for

amber  of  Commereo
e submission fo s Tonor the
Licatenant-Glovernor the iug letter  from
g

and other importers of Petroloum,
a printed copy of

aceompan

 Rulli Brothers
togethor with

' & communication addregs-
o by M WL Tibly to 13 Bxeellency the Vicoray
and Gm‘ornm‘-Gcnem], and  Mos q

Schroder, Smid
on in the former

& Co’s dissent, from the fivst Propositi
representation,

Tn forwarding those papers for

the consideratio
the Tonorable (he Licute n ot

nu\’ntquernor, the Committeo
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dircet me to say that the condition of Petroleum at time
of landing in India is, in their judgment, the principal
pomt to be kept in view : and that it is for the Gov-
crnment to determine  whether ceitificates granted in
America under regulations such as My, Libby proposes,
will meet the requirements of the case,

To The Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce, Caleutta,
S,

The undersigned largely interested in the commeree
of Petroleum have examined copies of the communication
of December 21st, 1882, from W. H. Libby of New York
city to His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General,
and Delieve the suggestions therein contuined should
receive the favorable consideration of Glovernment, and
the Chamber of Commerce in the interests of all concern-
ed should urge upon Government their prompt adoption,
Vig 1

(@) 'The finality of New York inspection under the
conditions “T'” have suggested, or other conditions salis-
factory to the Indian Government.

() No alteration in the present standard - unless
(or until) pending scientific investigation proves conclu-
sevely o change in the character of the oil in transit
equivalent to——degrees, when notice of onc Yyear should
be given us to any amendment deemed ueeessary to ac-
cord therewith,

The nndersigned are convinced that, any advance in
the present standard, viz, 78" is not only wuneeessary in
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the public interests, but would seriously complicate the
future of the business,

They also believe that conclusive determination of scien-
tific questions at issuc may not be attainable for a loug time
to come, and that the finality of American iuspbccl.ion
cerlificates under conditions satisfactory to Government
should be accepted in- the interim, and perhaps

perma-
nently,

We hand you acopy of the communication referred
to which should be cousidered in conncction with the
foregoing, .

We have the honor to remain,
Yours respectfully,
pp. RALnt Brornees,
pp. RaLLn
ERNSTHAUSEN & OrstorLey,
pp. SCIRODER, St & Co. A, Syipr (applicadle to
section (b.) only)
Kerruwwernn, Bunnes & Co.
Hozsox, Coxor & Co.

» From Schroder, Smids & Co., to Chamber.

i Calouita, 17¢h January 1883,
e With reference to a letter which was
by & number of firms interested fn the
ou the subject of Mr. W LI, Libby’s communication of

21st December 1882, to Iis Excellency the Vicero
) aud Governor-General, we now take the tiberty .
our reasons for

addressed to you
Petroleum trade

eral 1 of staling
signing the said letter with the remarlk
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“applicable to scction b only” We trust thit the
Commnittee of the Chamber of Commerce in forwarding
to Clovernment the above mentioned recommendations
of Mr. Libby, and the majority of merchants interested
in the Caleutta Petroleum trade, will think fit—Dby an-
nexing these lines—to record our objection to section «
of Mr. Libby’s recommendations.

M. Libby’s pamphlet purports two questions of import-
ance which demand early legislative determination, viz :—

(a) What cl ter of Petrol inspection shall be
aceepted as conclusive, which will alike salisfy Govern-
mental requirement and relieve commerce from unneces-
sary risk and restriction in future ?

(&) TIs any alteration in the prosent standard of test,
iz, 73° by the Abel instrument, necessary or desirable ?

The answer to these questions are :

(@) “The finality of New Vork inspection under the

“conditions I have suggested, or other conditions satis-
factory to the Indian Government.

(D) “No alteration in the present standard unless
“ (or until ) pending scientific investigation proves con-

* «clusively a change in the character of the oil in transit

“ oquivalent to——degrees, when notice of onc year should
“be given as to any amendment deemed ncgessary to record
« therewith,

We have had no hesitation in seconding scction b, because
we think with Mr. Libby that the history of the Petroleum
trade in India proves that an oil flashing at 73° Abel
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will satisfy all reasonable demands, 7. ¢,
precaution it may be handled with perfeef
our tropical climate.  We do not, sco
visibility of testricting the import of an article which as
@ matter of fact is infinitely loss dangerous than Jute,
for instance, a commodity which in spite of its combus-
tible nature and the damage it has done of late in Caleutia

is allowed more freedom (han Kerosine oil enjoys under
the present Act,

hat with some
b osalely oven ju
he neeessity or agd-

(5}
opivion be judicious if “the finality of the New York
inspection” was adopted, but we elieve it is unuccessary
as long as the present mode of testing is
provided that pewaltics for

To raise the standard from 750 to 83°

maintained,
the importation of low tosg.
Petroleum  are rigorously enforced, which, so far, has not
been the case. Tt isa fact that the il imported since
the publication of Act 1551 was with
ahigher quality than (he Jaw
reason that importers generally
fe side by importing oil of o good quality to the loss
which might be caused by an importation of Iow test
oil. The Petroleum wlhich our firm imported for {he
Tast 15 months was found to flash as follows :—

few exceplions of
required, for the simple
preferred {0 be on the

4

. “Royal Bdward” .., 2810 81 790
“Cicero” < 63 82 78°
“Jumes Waty” - B 82 78
“ Memuon <1810 82 810
“Bavoir Fajre” . 197 82 s0°
“Pharos” - 80/12 82 g0

aud we know that most ovher firms I,

ave been importing
oil of a similar

quality, although the lay ouly preseribes

3° might in our
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@ test of 73°% This clearly shows that the fear of the
existing law tended to improve the quality of oil impm:lf:d
an advantage which should induce” Government, to reject
suggestion (@) “the finality of New Yor!{ iu'spcctiuu," and
to accede to suggestion (b) “no alteration in the prcg’nb
standard.”  Br. Libby’s able explanation that a raised

standard would he t toa i y

cost of the oil, and consequently,to a reduction in its
consumption, will no doubt receive the due consideration
of Government.  We refrain from offermg any remarks
on this point, of which, we suppose, Mr. Libby is the only
person in Caleutta able to judge.

It now remains to be shown why, apart from the
section («) of Mr. Libby’s recom-
mendations should in our opinion be rejected. ¥

above mentioned reasous

The experience gained from the four cargoes of the
“Viscount,” “ Rossdhu,” “Lintern Abbey” and “Celtic Mo-
narch ™ has not been sufficiently sifted yet, to admit of bei
nsed in cxvetnso as an argnment against American cort

cates. It is, however evident, that the investigations " of
the Chemical antliorities can result in one of the following
three verdicts only :—

1. That the quality of oil tested in America was not

the same as the quality of oil shipped in the above four
, A mis

voss

ake which is not beyond possibility, since
the test was made in the warchouse and uot on board, or
2. That the certificates granted in America were not
reliable, or .
3. That the oil shipped undcr\.\-vnt a change, 4. .,
deteriorated contrary Lo foriucer experieuce. s
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A fowrth verdiet, viz, that the mode of lesting in Tndia
Was wrong appearsto us to le out of (he question, as the
results of the tests made by DProf. Tedler, Dr, Warden,
and Mr. Waldie were more or less corroborated by Mr,
Redwood,

Tither of these verdiets would render it most desirable
to abide by the present. mode of testing, viz., a lest in
India. The public safety demands, and the Act of 1881
preseribes in the interest of the public, that the imported oil
shonld salisly a test of 73° I, an Abel’s instrment in India,
Justly excludes from the consumplion
country any oil whicl, by undergoing
fransit or hy any other reason, shows its dangerous nature
wheu tested here, whilst it appeared to be fully up to
Goverument standard in America, '

@ measure which
in this

v change in

We have no interest in disparaging the test certificates
of the New York inspectors nor havo we a desire to
casth o slur on their sinccri(y, still wi
ing that M. Libby's
“American certificates
“rvest possible exce;

¢ caunot help think-
assertion “the reliability of the
had been vindicated  with the
! plion, by passing unchallanged in all
amport markets of the world »
reservedly,  We wish to quote
opivion may be of some value,
the German T2

cannot e aceepted un-
another authority whose
f The Petrolenm Act for
mpite came in force on’ the st of this
month, and the instrument wsed in testing the oil is, with
ome e which has been adopted
for Bngland as well as for India, vis, «Abels”
abus. Up (o the end of last year P
and sold iy Germany on American
the Ist of January 1883, the D

some improvements, the g

test appa~
croleam was hought
certificates, but sinco
ctrolenw Lixchungs of
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Bremen (tho largest Buropean market for Petroleurn
has thought it advisable to follow the example of the
London Petroleum Associntion whose certifi
those of the American inspectors. In a cireular before
us the members of the Bremen Pefroloum Ex
the Americen inspection certificates as

tes supersede

erilicize
always velinble,” and we may add that anyhow, hefore
the publication of Petroleum Act 1881, we often experienced
the same. It would no- doubt simplify the importation
of Potrolenm  considerably if American certificates were
accepted, but would not this measure yender the Pefro-
lewn Act 1881 virtnally unnecessary 2 The experience
of the last 12 months con or
other, oil which nob s the Government standard
in India may be shipped under an  Amevican certificate

has shown that for some

o

sfy

characterizing  the seid oil as muel, as wight, under

ordinary circumstances, be considered

we are of opinion, that unless this s el has heen
satisfactorily explained, an alteration of the existing test

rules would not only render the Petrolenm Act 1881 a

:, bt would moreov

dead- *inerease the uncertaiuty

under which the Petroleum trade has heen labouving in

Tudin ever siuce the suggestion of admitting American

certificates was made. Yt was argued that unless the
latter were to form a by
cil, the viske of importers would be so great as to deter
them from touching the article in future. We musg

reject Lthis argnment as wntenable.  Our finn s not tie
only one which has always been. able to obtain o guality
of oil which was sure to satisly the Indian test, and if
fortunate, the

misfortune may i all

were less
bability be traced to some mistake or carclessuess on

oth

pr

is for all imports of Kerosine
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-action of Government,

146

the part of the shippers, We have no  doubt tiiag
American refiners or exporters are in a position to ayoiq
such mistakes, that they will be more carefal in future if
Government affirns that the stipulations . of the- Petyo.
leum Act 1881 will Le strictly carried out, and that they
will undertzle to guarantee the quality of their shipments
if tmporters insist on & elause to that effect being ingerted
du their coutracts.

This we believe to he the only reliable basis for the
Petrolewm trade in India. It would prevent that this
country should be made an outlet for badly refined oils,
and we think it is in the interest of Government as wolf
as of importers to make sure that our supplies of Petro-
leam shoald not only be cheap but of a safe and reliable
quality.

No body will deny that the importers of the so-called
condemued cargoes had to suffor severely for importing
au oil which did not come up to Government stands d,
and we are the last to wish for 2 recurrence of similar
cases. 1f we recommend, vevertheless, that the law should
he strictly enforced, we do so because we believe that the
hardships in the above cases arc to some extent attribut-
able to the unnecessary delay caused by the undecided

What we have already recom-
sended in former letters to the Ch

amber is a penalty
for the importation of low test oil,

Such penalty need
not be tinnceessarily severe, but at the same time it ought
tohe heavy enongh to prevent a wilfal importation of
dangerous  Potrolewm.  We do not wish to advocate
compulsory re-shipment, but a fine which would force it
upon all fmporters to avoid coniracting for their cargoes

141

at hap-hazard and without leaving a fair margin for any
discrepancics which may arise from causes yet (fnlqmtvn.
We are confident that this can be done without inflicting
any hardship on importers, and we feel assured that a
declaration on the part of Government that a pcuz\lby‘
for the importation of oil flashing in India below 73°
Abel would henceforth be strictly enforeed, is the only
measure required to relieve the Petroleum trade from. all
doubts and uncertainties,

We remain, ;
Drar Sii;
Yours faithfully,
Pp. Scaroper, Syipr & Co:

110115 ExCELLENCY TIE VICEROY AXD GGOVERNOR-GIENERAT.,
My Logrb,

I avail myself of your Excellency’s courtesy to res—
peotfully submit  few facts and suggestions on behalf
of the Petroleum industry of Amcrica relative to & com-
modity which from time to time has been the subject
of Govermental consideration. I shall not attempt to
discuss ‘all the phases of this subject that have appeared

ou the Indian surface during the past few years ; this °

would be to encroach unduly upon your Excellency’s in-
dulgence.  Competent chemical examiners in Caleutta,
Bombay and London are conducting a sgrics of experi-
meuts to which speeial reference at this time would be
premature.  Therefore, I do not propose in this com=
munication o cross the scientific frontier. Nor do T pro-
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pose to refer to local issues or private interests, but eon.
fine myself to the considers
practical importance which
demanding early legi

wion of the two questions of
e apparently the only anes
yislative determination, vis
() What character of Petroleum inspection shall
be aceepted as conclusive, which will alike salisly
mental vequirement

Govern.
and relieve commerce from tunecessary
risk and restriction in future,

(8) Ts any alteration fn the present standard of (e,
viz., 73°

73° by the Alel Tustrument, neces 'y or e
Aside from  local regulations,

sivabie 2
the permanent adop-
tion of a safe standard, and the corf riuty of receiving i,

Uer practical or scienfific,

absorh all other questions, whe
“The statistics of 1881 ndicato the world’s consumption
of petrolenn to have been about six hundred milliong
(600,000,000) of gallous, also {lap exclusive of an in.
finity of minor shipments nealy twenty-four hundred (2,400)
full cargoes wore exported in that year from the United
States, the greater Pt of which was manufactured in
populons Tocalities aud loaded and shipped in Now York
haeboar or immediate vieinity, A recog
quality, togetlher with
table and final, bee;

sed standard  of
an inspection which should be equi-
ame long since

wnatural necessity to
commerce and communitjes,

The inspection of Petrolenm
important business of itself,
demanding the undivided altention of a number of practi-
cal and scientific exper These must 1o members of the
New York Prodace Bxehange, must, prove their qulifien.
tions before o commitfoe of competency representing the
various inferests nvolved in (i
fee aving )
the

in New York has become an

Ppointment, said conmmit-
a spocial lieo
.sui;:scquc.ut uegliy

anthority to ssue

nse and revoke
s should any

cuce or collusion
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by regoing is in aceord with the leaal
e proven., The foregoing is in aceord ¥ e et
powers of the Tixchange, which are of legislative derivation,
y igher fort 1me-

Cargoes of Petroleum can carry no higher fmm'nfz
rican. eredentinl than the certificates of these inspeetor,

and their reliability has been vindieated, 1 the ravesh

possible exception, by pussing unohallenged in all the im-
port markets of the world. Acceptance of %hc finality
of these cortificates is a safe and simple solution of this
phase of the question. A verified duplicate of such cer-
tificate could be furnished the master of cach vessel |‘Iu]>
)

in full of Governmental requirement ;

presentation of which to the Tocal authoritics on arri

should e accepled «
ate wight be fled with the proper Depari-

or such certifl m X
ment prior to the arrival of the vessel.  The Ameriean
Refiner (manufacturer) would certify that the Potrolewm
inspeeted nuder a specificd contract, was delivered to o
specified vessel.

The objection which the Indian Government would natur-
ally interpose is, that it has no pr

nt knowledge of
these inspectors ; no voice in their appsintment 3 1o control
over their action,  This might be obviated through the
selection of one or more from their number after their
reputation and capability had been ascertained ll!mlxgh
the medium of Ier Majesty’s Minister ag Washington
or the British Consul General at New York. or thvouel
the medinm of the Unifed States Department of Stat
Or, Government might delegate to permancnt residents

in America a Chemical Examiner in whom it reposed con-
fidence, who should verify the inspection of Indian
curgoes, the incidental expenditure being reimbursed by
a ;muil “lesting fee” ab the port of entry.  The magni
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tude of the business would render this fee an almost
nominal burden on the import interest. The recommen-
dation that in some form, or under some conditions satis-
fuctory to Government, the American certificate shall be
neeepted as a finality, is made wholly in the interests of
commerce and is, in no sense of the word, the slightest im-
putation on the capacity, iutelligence or good faith of
the present Indian Examiners, Lxperience has evidenced,
however, that the Able test ijs extremely delicate
%n its detail, and a very slight variation eit]l;r in the
Instruments employed or in the application of the test,
may produce a discordant or erroncous result, which
r\vithout subserving any public interest might impose great
injustice on the importer. If an occasional mjecli\on is

inevitable, is it not wiser and more equitable to all con-

cexined that a heavy loss should be awoidcd at the port of
shipment rather than incurred at the port of cntry 2

) The American refining  interest, for whom I am autho-
rized to spealk, are disposed to co-operate, not grudgingly
but cordially, in giving effect to any practicable éinspaectibou
stipulation required by the Indian authorities,

) Should Government regard the foregoing suggestions as
inconsistent with its gencral poliey or the public welfare,
-I think the probabilities .

. of future embarrassments
might be materially lessened by augmenting the number

of present examiners by some expert from London, not ne-
c'cssm:xly of greater general competency, but whose Jong
familiarity with the operation of the English Act (ideutiz
with the Indian) and long experience of

e " the instrument -
:m test, would render him a valuable auxiliary to the exist-
ing incumbents, The Petroleum Association of - London

A
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could doubtless designate several such from whom satis-
factory choice could be made.

The question of making any alteration in the present
standard has been revived through the recommendation
of the eminent scientist whose name is indentified with
the instrument and test adopted in Great Britain and
India, viz., that 83° should be substituted for 78° An
examination of Professor Abel’s recommendation indicates
that it was made withont adequate information as to what
inspired the existing Indian Petrolenm Act, or the injurious
effect upon commerce that would attend the adoption of
Lis suggestion, and it is specially observable that he omits
to clalm that the operation of the existing Act has shown
the . standard of 73° incompatible with the public wel-
fare, for has not experience demonstrated the contrary ?

" History is more reliable than propheey, and a practical

fact than a scicutific theory. Professor Able appears to
claim, not so much that there is any necessity for ad-
vancing the present standard, as that no special reasons
exist why it should not be advanced. This may be true
from, the standpoint of the laboratory, but it is certainly
#ot so from the standpoint of commerce. In lieu of
answering the arguments against a higher standard than
73,° Professor Able refers to the report of Professor Pedler to
the Bengal Government prior to the passing of the present
Act, as dealing conclusively with that branch of the
question, It would appear, therefore, that the Govern-
ment are invited to a ideration of the bodi
of Professor Pedier rather than to any new arguments
on the part of Professor Abel,
Again, Professor Able intimates that the primal argu-
ment inspiring the adoption of 73° was, that it had been
' 19
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adopted by the Home Government. He is surely in
error in this intimation, for. the primal argument was not
that 73° had beew accepted by Great Britain, but that o
standard considerably lower than 73° had been for years ac-
cepted by every tropical couniry on earth—and it has
been generally recognized in Great Britain that the
adoption of so high a standard as 78° has left a very cou-
siderable margin between the danger and safety limit,
and its (supposed) equivalent. viz, 100° by a former Act
was partly a concession to the Shale interests. Professor
Able further intimates that the adoption of $3° cannot
impede commerce, citing by way of proof that the barrack
service obtain a still higher standard and at ¢ very moder-
ate ratess” but he omils to state that the possible pro-
duction of products of that character is extremely small
and totally inadequate to respoud to anything beyond a
special demand ; and it is suvely unnecessary to say that
what might be an economic valuation to the purchasing
agent of a great Goverpment, might prove a forbidden
luxury to the pauper millions of the Orient. Bub the
leading motive which probably underlies Professor Abel’s
reconumendation, s the belief that in using his instrament
and test, the Zigher the standard the wore tndentic may
be the result attained by inspectors in different Jocalities
and ander varying climate influcnces, Assuming  this
to be the case, where would be the limit of the advance
in standard 2 Is it not far more reasonable to exact that
the instrament and test shall be barmonized to the require-
ments of commerce, aud n0¢ that commerco shall  be
undermined to meet the imperfections of the instrument
and test?  As, however, progress is reported in the direc-
tion of securing equally concordant results regardless of
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standard through variation of existing schedule - regu-
lations, it may be hoped that this phase of the guestion
will disappear at an carly day, I do not claim that the
production of an oil of 83° would be a vefining dmpossibi-
lity. To produce it in large quantities, however, would
be attended with a materially higher cost, disturbing the
regular operation of machinery and labor, restricting con-
ing an y burden on the con-

umption, i
ption, nmp
samer, and all this without improving the illuminating
chavacter of the product (rather the reverse), and yielding
neither to individual nor community any equivalent for
the added cost aud inconvenience. For purposes of unic
versal consumption, either 73° or 83° are safe illuminants,
Both will burn, and both would alike succumb to gross care-
lessness or the cunning devices of the incendiary. We
do not legislate against gas hecause suffocation occasion-
ally attends its misuse. A match is safer minus the
brimestone, ouly it then ceases tobe a match. Immatu-
rity burns not its fingers against a cold stove, but a stove
without fuel has mistaken its mission. It cannot be deni-
ed that a fire-proof Petroleum would be safer than the
present standard, but it would be no longer an article of
Against exceptional 1 in the use

of many modern necessities, legislation must be ever power-
less.  Amid conflicting opinions and contradictory experi-
meuts, it is satisfactory to record a few statemeuts that
are facts, or almost universally conceded so to be,

Ist.—No oil of a lower fire test than 110° is recognized
as being refined Petroleum iu the United States, nor could
such product be delivered on any coutract even if no fire
test nor flash point was specified.  Therefore, the risk of
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any country or community

having no legislation, i limited
to receiving 110° fire test,

2nd.—That while an exact scale of

equivalents between
fire test

and flash poiut has not been arvived at, 110° fire
test is not likely to prove 78° Albel, 115° would
far from the dividing line, while 120° has always proved
fully adequate to meet the requirements of 78° Abel,
3rd—That regardless of

inspection contrarieties and
the question of

a possible change in the flashing point, of
the oil in transit, a Ligher quality of product is being ex-
ported to India than is supplied, or ever hag been,
to any other tropical country, although the Indian consump-~

tion is as yet (per capita) mueh less than in several of the
said tropical countries,

4th.—That when subjected to the exposure incidental
to the various avenues of retail distribution in India, the
tendency of Petroleum is decidedly towards improvement
aud not deterioration of the flashing point,

5th—~That any change, actual

> apparent or imaginary,
that the oil may undergo,

would not transform it from a safe
to a dangerous product for purposes of warehousing, trans-
portation or consumption.  This is of conrge aside from the
question whether it might be transformed from above to

below the legal requirements of the Indiay Government.
Gth.—That refined Petroleum is po, liable to spontaneous
combustion. The question as to whether the oil really
undergoes any change in transit i by far the most impor-
tant subject of pending chemical decision,
that has only arisen recently in Indi
ing are the opinions, and so contradi

Tt is a question
4 alone, and so conflict-
ctory appear the facts,

not be "
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that the American industry while open to cnnviction,.arc' m'-;t
yet prepared to accept as conclusive a Llléov’y \\jlnch is |T|
opposition to past experience.  The Alr\cncmf 1|ISPCCIA)IS
will be found disposed to co-operate cordially with tlie exa-
miners of Caleutta, Bombay and London in the final de-
termination of this question. It appears very fluulw(?]l,
however, if any decision can be reached for an indefinite
time of a character so decisive and unavimous as to be
accepted by Government as comclusive. By way of; an-
ticipation, the verdict must be either that ’th: oil is subject
to change during transit to India or that it is not. If the
lutler, the question naturally becomes obsolete. ' If the
Jormer, it is most unlikely that the ewtent of dxlfc.:rence
could be reduced to decimal accuracy, and thereforcz for ?lle
purposes of practical commerce, an approwimation
of difference would have to be accepted. I should
in that case recommend that if the average \Jli"'ference of a
series of cargoes and samples should }ndicutu, for example,
two degrees lower flash in India than in New York, Ll.mt the
Government still accepting the finality of New York msp‘cc:
tion should give a year’s notice whether it would accept 73
(practically couceding two degrees from lllc' 1Jresgllh
standard) or iusist upon 75° by the New York in-
spection. The American interest are not yet prepmfzd to
coucede—-although later on they may be—that any differ-
cnees that have eventuated between the two c'oun'Lrles‘nmy
not be traceable Lo methods of sampling or some d

in the instruments or applicability of the tesl. By way of
yecapitulation, 1 have therefore most respectfully to com-

mend to the courleous consideration of your Excellency— )

(@) The finality of New York inspection under the
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conditions T have suggested, or other conditions satis.
factory to the Tndian Government,

(b.) No alteration in the present standard unless (or
until} pending scientific investigation proves conclusively
a change in the character of the oil in {r

t ansit equivalent

o—-—degrees, when notice of one year should be given as
to any amendment decimed necessary to accord {herewith,

The announcement of this poliey by the Government
fo the several Chambers of Commeree w
this important and growing industry
many doubts and wncertainties at present smrounding i,
I thiuk the advocates of the existing Act may f claim
that what theory predic o

ould at once relieve
from the embargo of

itly claim
h ! ated experience has demonstrated,
2., th s ,
viz., that it has proved adequate to the demands of the
public safety. Iu this connection 1 beg to call Yyour
Exco s i M \
]L.\cc]leuc_) s attention to the following letter of Mr, Red-
}\uod, Written iu respouse to one of mine of even date,
Just prior to his leaving Bombay for London. ’
—_—
Cory.
v Bombuy, 9nd October 1882,
Vau . Liay, EsQ, (of New York.)

Dear Sig,

With reference to your letter of this date,
tosay that the experience I have . .
vations I have made in India, b
the opinions which 1 prev
the standard of test,
that  any increase in 2

I have
gained, aud the obser-
« e materially strengthened
lously hLeld on the question of
I have no hesitation in alfirming
he preseat standard of test for

Is1

Petroleum imported into British India is not demanded in

- the interests of the public safety, and would wunecessarily

cmbarrass the commercial future of the product..
' Yours truly,
(Sd.) Boverrox Repwoob.

Mr, Redwood has heen identified with the Abel in-
strument and test from their coneeption, and has probably
liad more experience concerning them than any man living,
this experience having extended over a long period of time,
and including experiments and observations not only Eng-
Jand and India, but on the Continent and in America.

Let me remark in parenthesis that T consider the commu-
nity has a greater interest in judiciously located, properly
constructed, well ventilated godowns than in almost any
other phase of the question as it stands to-day. In the
ordinary daily consumption, distribution and transportation
of Petroleum, there is little to be apprehended.  Nor when
stored in large quantities is it spontaneous combustion,
explosion, or even easy ignilion that is to be feared, but
only the contingeney of design, or some unusual or unnatural
cause that would produce general couflagration, A very
liot and prolonged fire, and one difficult to subdre, would then
result in what Petroleum is made to buin; in that consists
its world-wide value ; but instances are not few but many,
when the wooden case containing the tins has heen consumed
without igniting the oil. Many modern conflagrations have
evidenced that iron and granite are not impervious to the
fire-fiend, and more could hardly be expected of Petroleum-
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The mannfacturer who refines it, the inspector who daily
bends over it, the underwriter who insures it, the ship’s
master aud erew who transpors it, the merehant who handles
it, the multitudes who consume it, have ceased to regard it
with special apprehension, It is being distributed in every
land, and is floating on every sea. It has supplied one of (he
great wants of the world, and specially of the Orient, where
it has cither become a substitute for previous darkness, or
replaced very inferior and far more expensive products,
Tihas specially proved a boon to the masses of the poor,
forit has placed withiu the reach of the scantiest purse
oue of the primal necessaries of life,

After journeyings which have been somew

hat extensive
and covering nearly every

country in the Orient, T may
chaim for Petrolenm that it is something of a civilizer, ag
Ppromoting among the poorest classes of these countries a
host of evening occupations, industrial, educational and
reereation not feasible prior to its ivtroduction ; and if it
has bronght a fair reward to the capital ventured in its.
development, it has also carried more cheap comfort into
more poor homes than almost any discovery of modern
times. Therefore, T contend, that it hag fairly earned the
encouragement and not the frown of e

gislation,  Aud T
feel assured that not ouly the American industry, but all
iuterested in the commere

e and cousumption of Petroleum
will join in the hope—m,

ay I not say the anticipation—that
aninexpedient suggestion from a distont a

encounter the more practical wisdom of your Lxcellency
and your Honorable Council, Fearing that T have treated this
subject with greater informality, and thyg 1 have traversed
@ somewhat wider latitude thiy is cousistent in the previ-

boratory may
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leged communication from the citizen of one country to
the head of the Government of another, I yet venture to
hope that the important commercial intercsts‘, Tndian
British, American, that are involved, may constitnte my
apology and he accepled as my justification,
T have the honour to remain,
My Lorp,
Your Excellency’s most obedient servan,

CALCUTTA 5 } Wit H. Lizey,
December 211, 1882, (of New Vorl:)

From Government of Dengal to Chamber.
No. 1303, Dated Darjeeling, the 30th Oct. 1882,

i

I am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your
letter, dated the 16th instant, * in which the attention
of Government is invited to the Memorial recently sub-

mitted by certain Merchants, Agents, and Dealers inter- |

csted in the Petroleum trade in Caleutta, containing
suggestions for the protection and cncouragement of Llfc
trade. The Committee of the Chamber fully conewr in
the proposals made by the Memorialists, and recommeud
them for the consideration of Government.

In reply, ITam divected to state, for the information
of the Committece of the C]mmbe}r of Comqmerce,th'zlub
the suggestion made by the Memorialists that Serew Pile
Jeities and Godowns should be crected at Meteabro?z
for the landing and storage of Petroleum cargoes is

* Printed in last Reporis

20
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ready under consideialion in the General (Marine) ang
Public Works Department of this Government, Tl
Board of Revenue have also been asked to ascertaiy
whether the land veferred {o by the Memorialists, as that
on which the Godown should be crected, could be acquired
on reasonable terms, The representations made, by the

Chamber and by the Memorialists will receive full con-
sideration before the matier is finally decided by Govern-
ment,

_—
The Hon’ble AuGusTUS RyvEns Tuonrsos, C.8.1, C.LE,
Licutenant-Governor of Bengal.
The Humble Memorial of the undersigned
Mrrenants, Aapxts, Dearers, &e.
RESPLOTFULLY SHEWim,—

That your Meworialists are now
time been interested in thie Pogrol
the shipping and gener;
cutta,

cum trade, or and in
al commerce of the Port of Cal-

That your Memorialists have for some time observed
the Petroleum trade rapidly increasi .
cx'lcnsive article of import into Tudia, and especially into
this 4port, without any provision being made for its cx-
pansion here, without any appliances except, moorin;n
:\ccomrnod:\tiou to eucourage or foster it, aud even with
out suitable accommodation for carrying it on with g dm;

roga ¥ res o H
1 or to »
regard t‘D ¢ interest of the port or to pul ic safety and

ng and becoming an

That your Honm’s Memori

alists have onl
your attention to the four ¢ ot

argoes of Petroleum detained

and have for some

i
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for weeks on hoard the vesscls carrying it, at the Metea-
Trooz Ghaut, and for months in open ground exposed to
the rains and to the weather, in the heat of Juuve and
July, end up to the present time, to show the great neces-
sity which has arisen for proper accommodation for this
comparatively new and increasing trade, and which pro-
mises to oxpand very largely in a few years. On the
reasons for that detention your Memorialists do not pro-
pose to enter.

That the importations of Petroleum into Caleutty

were i—
In 1881-82  1880-81  1879-80  1878-79.

Gallons 5,776,610 4,217,352 3,606,348 1,077,878,
or an increase in four years of nearly 556 per cent., that is,
the trade has increased more than five-fold in that short
period, and there is a f{urther considerable inerease in
the current year.

That so great an expansion of the trade in this arlicle
proves clearly how very suitable refined Petroleum is for
domestic uses all over the country, and, therefore, apart
from any other cousiderations, how deswable it is to foster
and assist it, and how urgently necessary it is to provide
suitable accommodation for it. It is simply astounding
that up to this time so large a trade has been
Jeft almost uncared for, and unassisted in any way whag-

ever,

That your Memorialists have heard with great dismay
and concern that not only arc there measures proposed
which are calenlated to repress and damage this new
trade by raising the test limit o 83° by Abel’s i
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ment, but that i is contemplated o romove the
to Diamond Harbour from jts prosent convenient and:
suitable locality, ‘

) J}gninst any such repressive action your Honor’s Mc‘mo~
rialists most respectfully protest, and they approach your
Hona}- to explain (1) what according to their experience
:mdl Jjudgment, the Petrolenm trade requires to provide
'for its proscontion within safe limits, and for jts expansion
in the futwre; and 2) what they consider the dangerous
f"'d repressive measures above referred to may cu[x:iuate
in, to the prejudice of this special business, and to the
great loss and inconvenience of the mas '

I ses of the people,
the chief consumers of Petrolenm, '

Fimtf as to suitable accommodation : Your Honor's.
Me.mormﬁsls do not think a locality can be pointed Oll;.
which s more suitable or more conveuient, alike for
Ii\Ierch:\uts, Agents and Commanders of sl;ip; and. alsor
llor Dealers in the tticle, than the Mcte:tbro’oz G]n‘mt
%‘hc fairway for bavigating vessels is in no wise iutel'-.
fered with.  There is sufficient space available for several
kfrge vessels to lic in safety, This locality is a conve-
uient distance from Caleutta, Discliarged ships can b
conveniently supplied with ballast, zu)ad can ;asilk' dl‘oo
up to their reloading berths,  Your Memorialists sc)ﬂ bt ;
thing wanted except that the land bounded by thc" T
way, the Meteabrooz Ghaut lane, the rivey Hooghly :md-
the Khal,—the latter on the south of the said ]auac zh ) l:'(
l;e}ul;en up for public purposes under the Land Ac(:lllli(
silion 'Act. That at least siy spacious and well ventil'\llcl;
and suitable Godowns should b erected  thercon, ci‘Lhcr

by the Public Works Department or by the Porl Trus,

trade:
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and that at least three Screw Pile Jetties should be erect-
ed connccting the Jettics to the Godowns by a tramrail
to enable vessels to discharge their cargoes with despatch
in all states of the tide, and in all weathars, To re-
coup the expenses incurred, & moderate rent of the Go-
downs, whilst occupied, should be charged to Importers,
and Agents of vessels would no doubt gladly pay Jetty
Lire for the accommodation afforded to them, Vessels
cannot now discharge a cargo of Petroleum of 50,000
cases under 25 to 30 days, but, with suitable Jetlies,
this quantity could easily be discharged during ordinary
working lours in ten days at the outside. Lo facilitate
the storage and removal of Petroleum, a suitable staff
of officers for testing and supervising importations, as
well as skilled labor would be necessary, the expense of
such establishment to Dbe paid for by importers. With
these proposed measares in working order, the public
convenicnce and safety would be amply provided for,
and the complaints of utter want of accommodation for
this oil trade, which your Memorialists hereby respect-
fully make, would be removed. It is hardly necessary
for your Memorialists to point out how desirable it is
to put an inflammable article like Petroleum ashore and
into a place of safety as quickly as possible. This fact
alone will commend the subject to your Honor’s atten-
tion.

Your Honor’s Memorialists see no practical or insuper-
able objections to the carrying out of the measures above
suggosted for the accommodation and protection of the
Petroleum trade, the details of which, as also the size
and form of Godowns, &c., can be casily arranged here-

H
{
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after, It may be urged that private business, as the
keepiug of private Godowns, &e., would be disturhed
and interfered with, but your Memorialists are credibly
informod this would not be felt to any appreciable exteut,
It will be felt very much more if action is delayed,

Into the morits of the diseussion as to the quality of
particular  cargoes which arrived iu the current year,

yowr Houor’s Memorialists do not propose to enter, but'

your Memorialists feel, aud respeetfully desive to ex-
press their opinion, that the abseuce of any fixed or com-
prehensive regulations as to sampling, the waut of any
proper organization for tosting, and the total wan of u
?x-open-ly formed depét for landing and storing Petroleum
in “”AS Port, have greatly agoravated the inconvenience
and inercased the loss suffered by those interested in the
said cargoes.

Second, in regard to raising the test of Petroleum im-
ported iuto Indian Ports to S3°F. by Abel’s instrument
your Houor's Memorialists hold a strong opinion that
the limit of 73° is as safe as is reasonable for commer-
cial oil, aud in this opinion they agree with the Com-
mittee of the Supreme Council, the Bengal Chamber of
Commorce, and with the Refining interest in the United
States of America. A further reason is that to raise
the limit of test would check the volume of the trade
by incrcnsing the cost of the oil, and that such a high
class as 83°F. could not be obtained in quantity, nor wo:ld
Co.'nsnmers deriye any benefit from the proposed alter-
ation as SR°I. is not safer than 73°

P The illuminating
power of the labter is quite as good

as that of the former ;
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Vesides, to increase the standard test could hardly fail te
repress, if it did not practically exclude, Indian Petro-
leum from this market.

In regard to the proposed site at Diamond Harbour
for the, dation of the Petrol trade, your
Honor’s Memoriulists desire to say, that a more unsuit-
able locality in every respect, could hardly be proposed.
‘We most respectfully protest against it, and for the fol-
lowing reasons, which your Honor’s Memorialists trust
will be considered sufficiently cogent to cause the propo-
sal to be abandoned :—

Ist.—There are no means whatever for landing and
storing Petrolenmn or for repairing leaky ecases,
&c. There is no facility for removal to Caleutta.

2nd.—The distance of Diamond Harbour from Cal-
cutta would render all supervision extremely dif-
ficult, if not impossible, and Petroleum requires
skilled labor in course of landing which is not
available at Diamond Harbour.

8rd.—Because ships arriving at  Diamond Harbour
would not be within the port, and could not be
considered as having reached their destination,
if their charters stated, as is usual, the port of
Caleutta,

4th,—Tf ships were obliged to discharge their cargces
at Diamond Harbour, they would be exposed to
great danger, inasmuch as they could not get bal-
last without great expense, to enable them to come
up to Calcutta,
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5th,—T'resh steam hire would have {o he incurred, {he
Petroleum trade being done by large vessels.

6th.—Admitting that ballast could be obiained, it
would probably have to be discharged again in
Calcutta in many instances.

“7vh.—The cmrtage to Caleutta of Petroleum would he
< greatly increased, and also the cost and loss by
leakage by such long laud carviage.

‘8th.—There would be constant litigation as to the read-
ing of charters if a site at Diamond Harbour is
approved.

Youwr Honor’s Memorialists are aware that it is con-
templated to connect Diamond Harbour by a branch
line with the Calcutta and South Fastern Railway, but
your Memorialists are of opinion that such a connection
would not afford any material abatement of the nume-

vous objections above pointed out to Diamond Hazbour as

a site for this new trade.

Your Memorialists keep in view and do not lose sight
of the probability, that when the new Central Railway
BStation has been erected in Caleutta, a Lranch line may
be constructed from the bottom of Garden Reach to
the Eastern Bengal Railway Station, but this subject is
outside the consideration of the present memorial.

In conclusion, your Honors Memorialists twould res-

' pectfully point out, that to concentrate the trade of the

port is more necessary at present than to extend it: that
any measures tending towards repression are much to be
deprecated, and especially is this so in regard to the
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compantively new trade in Petroleum between the Uni-
ted States of America and this Port.

And your Memorialists will ever pray.

pp. ScHRODER, SyinTH & Co.
A. ST,
GrADSTONE, WyLLIE & Co.
Per, Jacos & Co.

' Francis BEer.

Krr, Dops & Co.
Baraer, Lawrie & Co.
KerrLeweLr, BurnLey & Co.
Hossow, Coxor & Co.
ErNSTHAUSEN & ORSTERLEY.
Ruvmorp & Co.
BISSENDYAL HURDYAL.
Nuxnoo Coomrr PauL & Co.
Issen CHUNDER Dry.
OMERTOLAL DHAW.
Kisro Cauxner CooxNpoo.
KovLas Ciiuxprr PAUL.
Ramger Doss, LucayoN Doss.

Caleutio, 25th September 1882,
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BiLl. TO REQULATE THE MANUF‘AQTURE,
KEEPING, SALE, CONVEVANCE AND
IAPORTATION OF EXPLOSIVES.

£rom Government of Bengal to Chamber.

No. 398 J., Caleutta, the 22nd Jmm(u'y 1883.

1 A3t divected to forward the accompanying copy of a Bill
to regulate the manufacture, keeping, sale, conveyance
and importation of explosives, together with 2 copy of
its annexed statement of Objects and Reasons, and o
ask you to he 0 good as to move the Chamber of Con-
merce to favour the Lieulen.’\nL-Govcrllar, on or
the 20th February mest, with an expression of
opinion on the provisions of the Bill,

Vefore
their

From Chamber to Government of Bengal,
Caleutta, 141, Tebruary 1883,

The Commitice of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 898 J., of
the 22ud of last month, with copy of Bill rel

ative to the
manufacture, kccpiug,

sale, conveyance and importation
of explosives,

The comprehensive statement of Objects and Reasons
which accompanied the Bill appears to contain ample
grounds for the legislation which it is proposed to adopt
throughout British India, in respect of dy
explosive substances,
concur in the expedi

mamite and other
, aud the Committee of the Chamber
ency of a measure, the provisions of

163

which seem well adapted to guard the public safety-againss
indiscriminate dealing with such dangerous articles.

The only point which the Committec deem it uc?c;ys:x»rx
to notice, is the requirement of the numcrous licenses
under the Bill in addition to those which are compulsory
under the Indian Arms Act of 1878: and in regard fo
this it has been represented to the Chamber, ‘lh:\L such
Jicenses should he diminished as mu(fh as possible, so as
not to hamper the trade uunecessarily or overburden it
with a wulliplicily of charges,

IMPORTATION OF EXPLOSIVES INTO
INDiA.

Zrrom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
No. 83 J. Calcutta, the 5th January 1883.

Referring to past correspondence on the subject of the
importation of explosives into India, T am directed to for-
ward herewith a copy of a letter from the Government of
India in the Home Department No. 2061, dated the 81st
December 1882, and of its enclosures, and to re.qucst that
you will be so goed as to move the Chamber of Cunn.nc\rcc
to favor the Licutenant-Governor \\.-ilh an ex]l\e.&:‘sum of
their opinion generally on the suggestions made by Colonel
Tord, Inspector of Bxplosives, in his Memorandum of the
12th October 1882, ‘

T am to request the favor of a wery carly veply to this
Jetter.
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From Govt. of India to Govl. of Bengal,
No. 2061, Fort Walliam, the 81st December 1882,

With reference to the correspondence ending with your

letter No, 220, dated the
or Majesty's Seere-
C‘HB«.:‘ ];‘;}' el 14th September 1882, on
o enclosures, the subject of the import-
<t as applied to dynamite and 01X o 1mp
sous nitvo-glycniic prepara-  ation of explosives into
Bxuucts, pages 112 and 113 of the ke India, I am directed to
portof the Special Conmittee on . -
Gun Cotton, 1871 to 1874, forward a copy of the pa
Form of application for o Ticense to pers marginally noted,
impurt explosives, = N
and to request that, with
the Lieutenant-Gover-
the heat test as applied in
Eugland is suitable to the circumstances of Iudia may be
referred, for an expression of opinion, to Mr. Pedler, Pro-
fessor of Chemistry, Presidency College, Calcutta, and to
Surgeon Warden, Professor of Chemistry, Caleatta Medi-
cal College. I am further to request th:

at His Honor may
be moved to favor the Goverument of India with any re-
marks which he may

¥ have to offer upon the suggestions
made by Colonel Ford, Tt should be understood that it is
only proposed to adopt those suggestions, if adopted at ally
as a temporary measure, pending the Dassing iuto law of
a Bill which will probably be shortly introduced into the
Legislative Council, and will deal with the importz\tiuu,
&, of explosives throughout British India,

Despatel from
tary of St

the permission of His Honor

2 The favor of a very carly reply is requested,

————

33

3%y
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From Her Magesty's Seeretary of State for India, to I{is Eml@wy
the Most Honorable the Governor General of Indiain Council,—
No. 172 (Statistics & Commeree), dated Indic Offce, London, the
19tk October 1882.

With reference to your telegram of 4th instant on the

. subject of the importa-

B e st phbonof tion of explosives into
explocies, Loth Englioh ’;2,‘:,;{:':";3?[ India, and in continua-
Pt e e el i conduse
Offieo heat test a3’ by Majendi’s il o
printed Rules, \lnL_L:l nsnl;:r\l::;l:ir marginally ; ,
Pl m‘d:Slljl;::‘l"i‘:;"):l.:}‘llud till per- I forward herewith, for
¢ "’Yl,‘}!fno‘i;‘,;"‘Qf,’iw"“;“;‘g_ Your Excellency’s in-
viption of heat st g mation, copy of a let-

¥ Dated 120 October. ter* from the Home
Office, enclosing a memorandum, with fll}l (Ietai!s, by
the Inspector of Explosives. I concur in thled lego’x'n.
mendations made by Colonel Ford, and should advise

their adoption unless there is some difficulty which does

1ot now occur to me.

From Godfrey Lushington D, Assistant Under-Sarctary of State
r;l‘mnc 0//1..-; to Her Majesty’s Under-Seerctary of State for Indis
No. A. 18155—6, duted Whitehull, the 12tk October 1882.

T wm directed by the Secretary of State to :\clmo\\zleflgo
the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, lm:llslllllhilg
copy of a telegram from the (?ovcrnmcut of ?x)<l;a on lule
subject of the importation n?to that cofnmy ol lv)r?]:axau_
tions of nitro-glycerine of forcign manufacture, \\Jllc‘lfﬁ
not satisfy the requircments of the Explosives Act, 1875 ;
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and in reply, T am to transmit, to be laid hefore the Sc.
cretary of State for Indig
in Council, the enclosed
+ Pour documento, copy of & memorudum *
by Colonel Ford, Tuspec-
v the documents T men-

* Memorandum dated 12th October
1882,

tor of Txplosives, together witl
tioned therein,

_
emorandum by Colonel A. Ford, Inspector of Lplosives, dated the
12th October 1882,

The attention of the India Ofi

ce should be drawn (o
the correspondence rel

ative to a supposed shipment of
dynamite per Lortinscale in July last, and it should be
pointed out that it is to the interest of Nobel’s Tixplo-
sives Company (who are the principal manufactures of
nitro-glycerine preparations in Great Britain) that all
foreign dyuamite should be excluded from India, It is
quite true that attempts have been made to import iuto
England o considerable quantity of impnre dynamite hy
oue firm, iz, Krebs Brothers (now the Interuational Jix-
plosives Company) of Cologne ; and
ensued, the fact has come to the
Explosives Comp:my, who, it m:
malke the most of it in order to

Any communication, therefor

as prosceutions have
knowledge of Nobel’s
ay be presumed, naturally
push their-own trade,

¢ from an Agent of Nobel’s
Lxplosive Company on the subject of «j

impure foreign
dynamite ” should be looked upon s coming from a
trade rival,

Only two brands of forcign dyn

) amite (both No, 1 dyna-
mite) have been imported into 13

sland on a large scale—

TR pe————.
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ene of “Opladen ” manufacture, the other made by Krebs
Brothers above referred to.  The former has been found
vniformly good ; the latter has proved to be, almost with-
out exception, bad.

The system of examination of imported dyna mite in
force in England is as follows :—

When a consignment arrives samples (one cartridge
from each of six boxes) are taken by the Customs, and the
samples ave brought, without delay (in guttapercha boxgs
or the purpose) to London, and handed over to the Chemi-
cal Referce of the Explosives Department.

As soon as the samples have been taken, the explosive
may be landed by the importer,

The test to which the dynamite is subjected by the
chemist in order to ascertain that the nitro-glycerine of
which it is composed is thoroughly purified, is given in the
enclosed “heat test.” It can be applied by any qualified
chemist.

If the samples do not pass the heat test, steps are at
once taken to ascertain where the consignment has been
deposited, and it is placed under seizure by one of IAIet
Majesty’s Tnspectors of Ixplosives, farther samples being
taken. These are also brought to London and subjected
to the same test. As a rule, there is no difficulty in as-
certaining where the bulk of the cmlsignn?ent has been
deposited ; as, before an importation license is granted, an
applicant for such a license maust state where hc‘propose‘s
to store the explosive on its arival (sec Form I,
enclosed).
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The appavatus and materials having heen prepared (as
described in the heat test) no great time is required to test
the samples ; asif the standard test is not produced in a
quarter of an hour, the nitro-giycerine is considered
thoroughly purified and the samples pass the test.

One or more samples are afterwards tested for the per-
centage of nitro-glycerine. Dynamite very rarely fails in
this respect. Ixudation (if any) is generally detected by
Her Majesty’s Inspector, who, on visiting magazines in
different parts of the country, takes the opportunity of
examining some of the dynamite at the same time. Onc
of Krebs’ cargoes which just passed the heat test on its
arrival was subsequently condemned on this ground, and
was re-shipped to Cologne for re-manufacture. Cases of
cxudation are also rare.

It will be seen, therefore, that the test which practically
decides whether foreign dynamite shall be condemned or
not, is the “heat test,” which is easy of application, and
when the samples are actually in the hands of the chemist,
takes very little time.

The India Office ask as to the course to be adopted with
vespect to (¢) shipments now afloat, and (b) future
shipments.

As regards () it appears from the letter now under re-
Dy, that the Customs Act gives power to prohibit cutirely
the importation of dynamite into India. I presume, there-
fore, that it also gives the power of prohibition condition-
aly. If so, T would suggest that dynamite might be pro-
hibited (Buglish as well as foreign make) except on the
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following conditions, iz, :—(1) that samples taken from.
the consignment arc free from cxudation, and pass the
same “heat test ” as applied in England; and (2) that
thie consignment is not landed until permission to that
effect is obtained. This permission shonld only be given
on the report of the chemist that the samples satisfy the
requirements stated in (1), This course will, T think, meet
every difficulty, .
As regards (b) Isce no reason why the course recom-
mended under (a) should not be adopted with respect to
future shipments. If the forcign dynamite is of good
quality (and this can be ascertained by tho tests), there is
no need to probibit its further importation into India, .

As to the proposal-to prohibit any explosive which has
not satisfied the requirements of the English Act, I would
point out that there would be a difficulty in granting a
If a manu-
facturer were permitted to consider that he could submit
samples to be examined asa matter of right, the demands
upon the time of the chemical adviser would be unlimited,
Further, the certificate would only relate to certain sam-
ples, and it is quite conceivable that an exporter who
wished to get 1id of a lot of impure dynamite, could mix

certificate to a manufacturer to that effect,

it with a consignment, samples from which had been re-
ported upon favorably by the chemist,

Again all foreign dynamite to be exported to India
would have to be imported into England to be tested.
Such a system (if it could be adopled) would practically
amount to a prohibition of foreign dynamite in favor of
dynamite of English make.

22.
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If the Government of India should think fit to adopt
the course I have suggested, @iz, the prohibition of the
importation except on certain conditions, T would recom-
mend that another condition in addition to (1) and )]
stated under () should be attached as follows —(3) all
dynamite improted shall be packed only as provided for
the paclage of nitro-compound, division 1, in the order of
Secretary of State, No. 3 (copy enclosed), see part marked
in red ink, which should be set out at full length.

From Chamber to Government of Bengdl.

Calcutta, 10th January 1883.

* Tam directed by the Committec of the Chamber of
Commerce to ackowledge the receipt of your letter No.
83J. of the 5th instant, with its enclosures, relative to the
importation of explosives into India.

In reply to the reference made with regard to the sug-
gestions by Colonel Ford, Inspector of Explosives in Eng-
land, T am instrncted to say that the Committee find con-
siderable difficulty in answering the inquiry, beyond stat-
ing that the system of examination in force in England
seems suitable to this conntry also, and that it should be
made applicable to all dynamite which is imported whe-
ther it be of English or foreign make,

So faras the very limited knowledge of the subject
which is available to the Comuitice ean throw light on it,

they see no objection to the suggestions made by Colonc!
Ford,

—_—

17t

PROPOSED LEVY OF DUTY OM %RAE‘&QV OR
CORDIALS I BOTTLES CONTAIRING
PRESERVED FRUITS.

The proposal of the Collector of Customs hav-
ing been placed before the Chamber by the Board
of Revenue, the Committee submitted that suffi-
cient grounds did not appear to exist for making
any alteration in the present practice of admitting
such spirits duty-free, unless the Collector had
veason %o believe that he was dealing with in
‘stances of exceptional excess intended to defraud
the revenue.

From Board of Revenue to Chamber.
No. 104B., dated Calcutia the 25th Jany. 1883.

I A directed to forward herewith copy of letter No,
16, dated 10th instant, from the Collector of Customs,
Caleutta, submitting for orders a question whether duty
should be levied on the quantity of brandy or cordial con-
‘tained in the bottles in which preserved fruits are import-
ed ; and to request that you will favor the Board of
Revenue with the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce
on the subject.

From Collector of Customs to Board of Revenue.
No. 16, dated the 10th January 1883,

T have the honor to draw the attention of the Board to
the following point in connection with the importation of
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fruits preserved in spirit or cordials, and.to request that
instructions may be issued as early as possible,

Before the abolition of the general import duties in
March last, all importations of preserved fruits were
charged with duty under provision No. 47 of the Tariff
‘Schedule ; bus since that time, as this head was removed
from the Tariff Schedule, they have been passed free of
-duty. These articles are generally preserved in brandy,
cordials or syrup, and the point upon which I desire the
Board’s instructions is, whether T should levy duty on the
quantity of brandy or cordial contained in the bottles
when fruits are preserved in these liquors,

There have been several im portations recently of fruits
preserved in brandy which have been passed free of duty
in accordance with the usual practice, but I am doubtful
if this should be allowed to continue ; the amount -of
spirit contained in oue bottle has been found to be about
four liquid ounces,

On referring to the « Imperial Tarift” I find the
practice in England is to pass tho fruit free of duty,

whilst the spirit is taxed at the rate fixed for “ unenumer.

ated spirits,” and though the importations of such articles
into Caleutta are not large, 1 would submit for the con-
sideration of the Boa
not be followed here.

rd whether the same practice should
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From Chamber to Board of Revenue.
Calcutta, Sth February 18885.

The ‘Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge ‘the receipt of your letter No, 104 B
of the 25th of last month, forwarding copy of letter
No. 16 of the 10th idem from the Collecior of Customs,
who submits for the Board’s consideration whether the
practice which prevails in England as to the levy of duty
on spirits in which fruits are preserved should not be
followed here,

In replying to the Board’s invitation for an expression
of opinion on the Collector’s proposal, the Committee
desire me to say that while they do not fail to recognise,
the principle on which such duty is maintained in Eng-
land, as well as the maguitude of a trade yielding a large
addition to the English revenue, they apprehend this
the adoption of the Home practice by the Indian Customs
and its application to an article of relatively small impo-
tation here would result in such trifling accession to the
Customs Collectors as to scarcely justify a disturbance
of the tariff arrangement under which fruits preserved
in spirits are admitted free,

At the same time the Committee are quite prepared
to allow that the Collector would be justified in levying
the duty if the quantity of spirits were ascertained to be
inordinately large, and if he had reasonable grounds for
beli eving that e was dealing with instances of exceptional
excess intended to defraud the revenue,

i
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DUTY ON PERFUMED SPIRITS.

Trom Board of Revenue to Chamber,
No. 1341 B. Dated Caloutta, 15tk December 1882,

EBxcrer:
L. A, Cockrnry, Bse,c 81

T am directed to forward, for the information of the

ot ot Bt 1 Chamber of Commerce, copy of
P ]\ltnly R tl.le correspondence marginally
nn]‘}o?\';:]:kﬁ:".g o, 701 cited, and to request that you will
'].}nh(:?ﬂv:ird Augt, 1832 {3VOT the Bon'rd with an  expres-
e, e, T of the opinion of the Chamber
dated 22nd October 1852, | of Commerce on the proposals
made by the Board in their letter
d Angust last, viz: (1) to exempt
payment of duty perfumed spirits (Rau-de Cologne, ey
COanLIDII)g more than a certain percentage of-spirit
Iefwmg ouly the weaker and worse kind:
with duty without respect to the size
which they are imported, and (2) to adopt,
proof as the limit of strength for the purp’o

No. 704 B, dated 23
from pay

of proof-spirit,
to be assessed
of the bottles in
say, 55° over-
se proposed,
—_—

Trom Govt, of Indi 10 Govt,
No.

of Bengal.
886, Simia the g1, May 1882,

In January 1881 the
India was drawn to 1l
Bombay DPresidency,
containing not more

attention of the Government of
he fact that in certain parts of the
me~de—CoIogue imported in bottles

than half o Pint, and at that time
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Tiable to duty on importation into India at 5 per cent.
ad-valorem instead of at Rs. 4 a gallon, the rate charged
on perfumed spirit in bottles containing more than balf a
pint, was used as a substitute for spirituous liquor to an
extent which threatened to affect the excise revenue.
The Eau-de-Cologne so called, was found in some instances
to be 19-7 degrees overproof, and was able to compete
suceessfully with both imported and country Jiquor, which
had to pay a duty of Rs. 4 per gallon of proof. Local
Governments and Administrations were accordingly request-
ed to ascertain and report whether perfumed spirits, such
as Eau-de-Cologne, Lavender water, &c., were similarly
employed in their respective provinces asa substitute for
spirituous liquor, and if so, to what extent, and whether
there appeared to be any necessity to protect the revenuc
against the consequences of the practice.

The replies received from the several Local Govern-
ments and Administrations addressed, showed that the
practice alluded to did exist toa greater or lesser extent,
in almost every Province. In order, thercfore, to check
the practice, provision was made under Section 2, Schedule
11 of the Indian Tariff Act XI of 1882, by which perfumed
spirit imported in wood or in bottles containing more
than 4 ounces became subject to duty at the same rate
as that leviable on spirits, viz., Rs. 4 per imperial gallon
of the strength of London-proof.

The Governor-General in Council is of opinion that
in addition to the increase of duty leviable under the
‘Tariff Act, further restrictions should be placed on the
sale of Eau-de-Cologne for consumption as a spirituous
liquor, and that the restriclions should, if possible, be
effecied by means of the excise laws in each Province.
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In carrying out the needful measures, it is to be borno
in-mind that no-pressure should be put upon honest dealers
who trade in the genuine article, the object heing simply
to-check the sale of the porfumed spirie passing under
the name of Eau-de-Cologne: It appewrs to the Governor-
Goneral in Council this end may be best attained by ruling
that Eau-de-Cologne containing less than a certain per-
centage of proof-spirit may be sold duty-free by respect-
able tradesmen, but that if the article be found to coutajn
spivit above that standard, it should be treated as im-
ported liquor under the definition of the excise law, and
be sold only under o liceuse for the Sale of Tnglish Jiquor.

T am accordingly dirceted to request that Tis Honor the
Lieut-Governor take into early consideration the feasibility
of placing restrictions of the nature indicated in the preced-
ing paragraph, or other restrictions of a similar character, on
the sale of Lau-de-Cologne and other perfumed spirits
sold for use as intoxicating drinks, and favor the Govern-
ment of India with a report on the subject,

No, 2795,
Copy forwarded to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue
for the favor of an carly report,
By order, &e.
(Sd,) E. N. BAxgr,
Ofg. Under-Secretary to the Gov, of Bengal.
TFINANCIAL DEPT. l
Excise, Darjeeling,
The 25(h May 1882,
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Z'rom A, Forprs, Bse, Secretory to the Dourd of Revenue, L. P,
to the Seoratary lo the Government of Bengad, Financial Dopurt-
ment,—~No. 7048, Dated Caloutta the 23rd August 1882,
Excrse,
SR,
T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Govern-

ment order No. 279T—F, dated

LA ELL, BSQ., O8I, . .
1. &, Coomzrnsn, BsQ, 081, g, May last, giving cover to

the orders of the Government of India, suggesting that,
in order to prevent loss to the Government revenue from the
growing practice among natives of using Hau-de-Cologne
and other perfumed spirits as a substitute for spirituous
Jiquor, restrictions should be placed on their sale for
consumption as an intoxicant by means of the excise laws,
and calling on the Board to report whether the end in
view might not be best attained by rulivg that perfamed
spirits containing less than a certain percentage of proof-
spirit may be sold duty-free by respectable tradesmen,
but that if such articles be found to contain spirit above
that standard, they should be treated as imported liquor
under the definition of the excise law, and be sold ouly
under a license for the sale of imported spirits.

2. On receipt of the Government order the Board
consulted the Commissioners of the Dacea, Burdwan, and
Presidency Divisions in whose jurisdictions the principal
cases of consumption of perfamed spirits as intoxicants’
had occurred, and they also requested the Collector of
Customs and the Chemical Examiner to Goverument to
report the usual precentage of proof-spirit contained in
Eau-de-Cologne imported into this couniry.

8. A copy of the reply received from the Collector of
Customs s enclosed for the information of Government.
23
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The statement submitted by Mr. Grimley indicates thag
Eau-de-Cologne containing the highest precentage of
proof-spirit is imported only by respectable Ruropean
firms, and that the operatious of native dealers are con-
fined to perfumned spirits containing a comparatively low
pereentage of proof-spirit. Mr. Grimley’s statistics have
only been collected since the receipt of the Government
orders under rveply, but the conclusions now drawn from
them are supported by subsequent enquiries which the
Board have made from Messts, Bathgate & Co. That
firm, at the Board’s request, have tested several samples
of the Tau-de-Cologne imported by them, and find that
the precentage of proof-spirit ranges from 50 to 54 O. P.
In regard to the Eau-de-Cologne sold in the bazars Messrs,
Bathgate & Co. state as follows :—

“The favourite brand with the box-wallabs is one which
does not appear in any good wholesale-house list. We do
not know the precentage of proof-spirit in this or the other
cheap brands, but they most necessarily contain a very
low precentage compared with the more expensive quali-
ties.”

The evidence adduced by the Collector of Customs is
also corroborated by the report of the Chemical Examiner,
which shews that in the preparation of Eau-de-Cologne,
which is essentially a tincture of volatile oils, the use of a
strong spirib is absolutely necessary, and that by many
fornivle the use of a spirit of 60 O. P. is directed.

4. It would thus appear that it is only the lower quali-
ties of perfumed spirits, iz, those containing a smaller
percentage of proof-spirit, which are imported by bazar
dealers, and which find a sale as an intoxicant. The
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proposal, therefore, to deal with perfamed spirits above a
certain strength under the excise rules would operate in
exactly the opposite manner to that intended by Govern-
ment ; while the duty of distinguishing between trades-
men who are “ respectable, ” and those who are not, would
be au extremely invidious task, and give rise to endless
complaints, besides involving the anomaly of one and the
same article being treated in the case of one shop as an
excisable and iu the case of another shop as a non-
excisable article.

5. It appears also that there is another insuperable
difficulty in the way of dealing with Eau-de-Cologne
above a certain strength as an excisable arlicle in the
mofussil, wiz, the difficulty of ascertaining its correct
strength. The Chemical Examiner reports that the hydro-
meter cannot be employed for the purpose as'the dissolved
oils contained in the Eau-de-Cologne influence its indica-
tions and render the results unreliable.

6. With reference to the provisions of the new Tariff
Act, by which perfumed spirits imported in bottles con-
taining more than four fluid ounces are made subject to
duty at the same rate as leviable on spirituous liquors, the
Board observe that this measure will practically be in-
operative in affording a remedy, owing to the fact that it

allows the very class of Iau-de-Cologne bottles
—wiz., four-ounce phials—the contents of which are
commonly used as intoxicants, to escape payment of duty
altogether. It was explained in paragraph G of the
Doard’s letter No. 74 B, dated 31st January last, that 40
phials of this article, containing one gallon, can be purchased
for Rs. 6-10-8 at a strength of21° over-proof, while the cheap-
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est kind of brandy, with a strength of 22° under-proof,
costs Rs. 12 per dozen, or Rs. 6 per gallon, and that there-
fore strength for strength the Eau-de-Cologne is cousidor-
ably the cheaper drink of the two ; and the Board accord-
ingly suggested that the liability of perfumed spirits o
payment of duty should be made without auy restriction
as to the size of the phials in which they are imported,
The Board still adhere to this opinion.

7. Tam desired to add, however, that, with the infor-
mation before them which has now. been obtained, the
Board wonld suggest for cousideration whether the proper
course woald not be to exempt from payment of duty
Tau-de-Cologne containiug more than a certain percentage
of proof-spirit, leaving only the weaker and worse kinds
to be assessed with duty without respect to the size of the
Dottles in which they are imported.  Irom the facts now
reported, it seems clear that the Tau-de-Cologne contain-
ing o high percentage of proof-spirit is imported only for
bond fide use as a scent, and that its cost is too high to
admit of its coming into competition with spirituous
liquors as an intoxicant.

It is probable, that a percentage of about 54° or 56°
O. P. would be a proper limit to adopt for
proposed, but before determining  this
advisable to make further enquiries,

the purposo
poiut it might be

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(3d) A, FORBES,
Seerelary,
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From W. I. GrmiLey, Esq., Offciating Collector Tof Customs,
Culeutta, to the Sccretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower Prov-
inces,—No. 363, dated Calcutta the 1ith July 1882.

‘I TAVE the honour to ac]mowledgé the receipt of your
letter No. 233B, dated 7th ultimo, requesting me to
state what is the usual percentage of proof-spirit in Tau-
de-Cologne and similar perfumes imported by respec-
table firms,

2. Inreply, I beg to forward a copy of a register
which has Dbeen kept up in this office since the receipt
of your letter of all importatious of perfumed spirit
liable to duty at Rs. 4 per gallon.

3. I observe that the above information is required
by the Board with reference to a proposal of Govern-
ment to place certain restrictions on the sale of Bau-
de-Cologne  for consumption as a  spirituous liquor
through the medium of the excise law ; and that it has
been suggested that this can be done by ruling that
Tau-de-Cologne containing less than a certain pereen-
tage of proof-spirit may be sold duty-free by respecta-
ble tradesmen, but if containing spirit above that standard
should be treated as imported liquor and become sub-
ject to the law and rules of the Excise Department.
My opinion has not been asked upon this question, but
I think I may ventvre to offer the following observa-
tions.

4. Trom the statement submitted, it will be seen that
all the importations of perfumed spirits have been above
London-proof, containing from 1343 to 156'L per cent,
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of proof-spirit, and that while the commoner qualities
of perfumes have been imported by bazar dealers, mark-
ed (¢) in the statement, the superior qualities have
been imported by uropean firms, marked (), and
assuming for the nonce that the latter are the respec-
table tradesmen and the former not, it will be noticed
that the better qualities of perfumes imported by (he
Turopean or so-called respectable firms, contain the
Jargest quantities of spirit, and as it cannot be assumed
that their importations are intended to be used as a
drink instead of a perfame, I do not think it is Ppossi-
ble to draw a distinetion between the importations by
Luropean tradesmen and these of bazar dealers, based on
the quantity of spirit contained therein in the manner
suggesied.  To rule that perfumes containing less than a
certain percentage of proof-spirit should be passed free
of duty if imported by respectable tradesmen would
be practically inoperative, bocause the better kinds
which are imported by snch firms contain the largest
percentage of proof-spirit, and are precisely those which
are imported for bond fide use as a scent ; and the re-
sult of such a rule would probably be a general deteri-
oration in the article imported so as to bring it with-
in the free limit. I am doubtful if it is advisable to
adopt any meaws that would have such an cffect.

5. The difficulty of deciding which firms should e
cousidered “respectable” would be a serions objection.
The onus of the decision would probably be thrown
upon this office, and this would be a mostinvidious tagk and
always open to objection., Besides it is probable and possible

T 512
: !
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that two firms, one classed as respectable and the other
not, would both import identically the same perfflme', In
one case the goods would be passed free of duty, whilst in t?lc
other they would be taxed, which would hardly be consis-
tent.

" 6. Another probable cffect of such a 1:\110 being
adopted as proposed would mean a transfer of the trade
from all dealers that are not classed as respectable f.o
those that are; for the former would very soon dis-
cover that they were not able to compete with the latter,
and would cither give up the business, or, what would
be more likely, purchase from the respectable trades-
men or merchants, and thereby cvade the du.ty alto~
gether, which would give them an advantage \V]ll?h they
do not possess and would defeal the very object that
Goverument has in view,

|
|
|




Statement of Perfumed Spirits.
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de-Cologne

ame

(6) Watson and Summers

(@) Sham Chand Shaw & Co.

(%) D. Iattey & Co.

(a) Alla Bux
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Cusrox HousE, CALCUTTS,
The 17th July 1882,

W. H. GriyLEY,
Offy. Collector of Customs,
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From Government of Bengal to Board of Revenue. ;
Eacise No. 2245 T. F. Dazjecling, 22nd Oct. 1882.

In the last paragraph of your letter No. 704 B., dated
the 23rd August last, reporting on the proposal of the

- Government of India to levy duty on Eau-de-Cologne

used for consumption as an intoxicant, it is suggested
that Eau-de-Cologue containing a percentage of about
54° or 56° overproof of spirit would be a proper limit to
adopt for the purpose indicated.

I am directed to roquest that the Board will be good
enough to submit, with as little delay as possible, definite
proposals on the subject after instituting the necessary

inquiries.

From Chamber to Board of Revenue.
Calcutta, 21st December 1882.

I have submitted to the Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce your letter No. 1341 B. of the 15th instant,
relative to the importation of perfumed spirits, Eau-de-
Cologne, &, and I am directed to state in reply, that
the Committee cannot, without reference to importers,
give any information which would throw light on the
subject of the Board’s inquiry.

The Commitiee are of opinion that such reference
might be more conveniently made through’ the medium
of the Calcutta Trades Association, but they will lose
g with those bers of the
24

no time in
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Chamber who may be importers of the articles i
question.

From Board of Revenue to Chamber.
No. 1371 B. Dated Calcutia, 23rd December 1882,

Excrse

H, A, Cocrerery, Esa., €. 8, L

T am directed to thank you for your letter of the 21st
instant, relative to the importation of perfumed spirits,,
and to say that the Board will await receipt of the
further report promised in the last sentence of your
letter. '

Ifrom Chamber to Board of Revenue.

Caleutta, 24th January 1883,

Tncontinuation of my letter of the 21st of last month,.
relative to the importation of perfumed. spirits, 1 am
directed to inform the Board that in the judgment of
those who have had.experience of that trade, the Collector
of Customs in his letter to your address, No, 863 of
the 17th July, has giveu expression to a correct view
of the probable effects of the proposal of the Govern-
ment of India, in the 3rd paragraph of their letter
No. 886 of the 6th May. The Collector has shown wood:
cause against the proposed arrangement, and the Bf)artll
appear to accept his conclusions, supported as they are:
by professional and: scieutific reports as to- the strengths

as7

and quality of perfumed spirits imported by European
.and Native dealers respectively.

As the former import the genuine and expensive
\qualities for bond fide use as scent, containing a high per-
centage of spirit, and as the latter deal in cheap brands
of low percentage, the proposal of the Government of
India would impose a severe restriction upon the sale
of the former, while the latter which are said to be
used, more or less, as intosicants would be admitted
duty-free, and such admission would thus tend to aggra-
vate the mischief agaivst which the Gloverument desire
o protect the excise revenue.

It is at the same time represented to the Chamber
that the course suggested by the Board does not appear
to meet the object had in view, as it would probably
stimulate unscrupulous dealers to import in bulk spirits
slightly perfumed which could be easily convertible into
a palatable beverage: and as the cost of raising spirit
from 19 or 20 per cent. overproof to the limit proposed
by the Board about 54 or 56 0. P. would be trifling,
manufacturers would at once bring up all.common per-
fumes to the required standard and thereby avoid the
duty.

To remove the difficulties which a differential appraise-
ment presents, it is suggested for the Board’s consideration
whether afl perfumed spirits in Dottles should not be
rated at a certain duty per gallon, irrespective of the
size of bottles or of strength of spitit, on the same
principle that obtains in dealing with high and low
qualities of Champagne and all other sparkling wines
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which are subject alike to the.same rate of duty, and on
the same principle that duty is levied in the United
Kingdom,

This plan, it is said, would obviale the difficulty and
inconvenience of having each description tested, and
would present its coming into competition with imported
and country-made spirituous liquors without interfering,
to any material extent, with legitimate trade,

As it would bo more difficult to deal with spirils in

bulk, it is suggested that it would probably be best to
leave the duty as ab present,

Trom Board of Revenue to Chambesr,
No. 331B. Dated Caleuttc, 21st March 1883.

I am dirccted to forward for your information the
accompanying copy of a letter No. 139 B, dated 19th
February, and to request that you will be good enough
to favor the Board with an expression of the opiniunbol'
the Chamber of Commerce on the proposal made by
the Board, in para 5 of their letter, that perfumed spirits
imported in bottle should be assessed with duty at an
uniform rate of Rs. G per gallon (or at an average
strength of 50° overproof) without respect to the ai:z'a
of the bottles or strength of liquor,
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From A. Fonnrs, Fisq., Seerelary to the Board of Revenwe, L. Ty
1o the Seerctary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Depart-
menty—No, 130 B. Dated Caleutta the 19tk Februgry 1883,

EXCISE.

Sir,

T ax dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of Govern-
ment order No. 2245T—1,
dated 220d  October last, re-
quirihg the submission of definite proposals in-regard to
tho suggestion made in paragraph 7 of Board’s letter No.
7048, dated 23rd August 1882, on the subject of the taxa-
tion of perfumed spirits.

H. A.COCKERFLL, EsQ,, C5.1.

2. In reply, I am tosay that the Board, on further
inquiry, find that the conrse proposed by them, visz., of
exempting from payment of duty perfumed  spirits con-
taining more than a certain perceutage of prool-spirit,
Jeaving only the weaker kinds to be assessed with duty,
will not sufficiently meet the case, for the reason that, as
they now learn, the cost of a perfume does nob depend  so
much upon the strength and value of the spirit used in its
annfacture, as upon the value of the volatile oils, cssen-
ces, and other extracts held in it in solution, On this sub-
ject the Collector of Customs writes :—

«If, thercfore, a limit of strength be fixed, and per.
fumes containing spirit of strength above that limit be
exempted, the manufacturers at home will no doubt be
at once instructed to increase the strength of the spirit
used in the common and inferior kinds of Tau-de-Cologne,
50 as to bring them within the free limit, as the increase

in strength will enhance but Jittle the cost of the perfume,
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The plan adopted by the dealers in the common i)er'fnme:,
wheu the duly was remitted on botiles of 4-0z. and under,
was at once to reduce the size of the bottles, and tllerehy
pass their importations frec of duty. No matter what the
limit is, T think the dealers will always be able to alter
the strength of their perfumes so as to bring them within
the free limit, unless 1t be fixed at pure alcohol, which of
course would kill the trade entirely, and is therefore out
of the question,”

3. This view of the matter is confirmed by tlle‘l’cporls
received by the Board from the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce and the Caleutta Trades Association, copies of
which are hevewith forwarded for the information of
Government.  Both of these bodies recommend the levy
of customs duty on all spirits, whether perfumed or not,
and this is the course which the Board would now advise,

4. Tt is observed that the Cliamber of Commerce
suggest that, in order to eseape the difficulties connected
with an  examination and appraisement of perfumed
spirits imported in bottles, such spirits should “be rated
ab a certain duty per gallon, irrespective of the size of
bottles or strength of spirit 5 perfumed “spirits in wood
being rated as at present, This proposal commends  itself
%o the Board en acoount of its simplicity, and of its
cendering unnecessary the constant application of tests
which cause much irritation and annoyance to the trade.
A somewhat similar practice is, the Collector. states, in
foree in England whers perfumed spivit and’ Tau-do-
Cologne when “ mixed with any article, so that the d

egree
ol strength cannot be ascertained by

Sykes’ hydrometer, *
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are changed with a fixed duty of I6s. 6d. per gallom, or
at the rate levied on alcohol of strength of 60° ove.l-pr(mf,v
The Collector represents that the effect of fixing, in ‘the
case of importations into this country, a 1:n.le of dut}:
regulated by so high a strength of spirit as '()to
over-proof will be to kill the trade in the lower ‘quahucs
of Eau-de-Cologne, for which he believes there isa larg'e
demand in India for Dond fide use as a scent, and he is

therefore in favour of fixing the duty according to the

average strength of past importations. A .rcgisterAlms
been kept in the Custom Iouse of these llnpormuf)uﬁ
since the month of June last. There have been 63 im-
portations of an average strength of 414 overpr?of» 5
but if the quantity of each importation is taken into
consideration, the average is reduced to 361 overproof,
and the Collector therefore proposes to take 875
overproof as a fair general average for the assesm?‘elfb
with duty of perfumed spirits imported in bottles, This
would give a duty of Rs. 5-8 per galion.

5. Cosidering the undoubtedly large use as an intoxi-
cant of perfumed spirits in this country, the Board are
inclined to think that a nearer approach to the home
standard may be made, and they would recommend that
perfumed spirits imported in bottles should be assessed
with duty at an uniform rate of Rs. 6 per gallon (or at an
average strength of 50° overproof) without reepecs A(o
the size of bottles or strength of Jiquor ; perfumed spirits

mported in wood continuing to be assessed as at present,.

S —
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From Chamber to Board of Revenue.
Calcutia, 31st March 1888,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
had under consideration your letter No. 331 B, of the
21st instant and its annexure, and they desire me to
say that they concur in the Board’s recommendation as
expressed in the 5th para of yourletter to the Government
of Bengal, that a uniform rate of 6 rupees per gallon
be assessed on perfumed spirits imported in bottles
without respect to size of bottles or strength of liquor,

AMSTERDAM INTERRATIONAL EXHIBITION

The Committee are glad to report that samples
of animal, mineral, and vegetable products, and of
manufactured articles, were liberally placed at
their disposal by Calcutta exhibitors for transmis-
sion to the Exhibition through the Government
of India, and they hope exhibitors will receive
satisfactory reports upon the various articles con-
tributed by them.

ELECTION OF MAJOR CONWAY-CORDON,
R.E., AS HONORARY MERMBER.

The Committee being of opinion that some

recognition by the Chamber was due to the
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service rendered to the trade of India by Major

Conway-Gordon, of the Royal Bugincers, the
author of a pamphlet lately published in Cal-
cutta on the development of the agricultural
resources of this country by means of railway
extension and cheap railway communication,
they resolved to invite his acceptance of Honorary
Membership of the Chamber,—the only com-
pliment which it was in their power to pay
him.

Major Conway-Gordon’s forcible exposition
of the pressing necessity for facilitating and
cheapening the transport of Indian products, and
specially of the supplies of wheat, which can
be materially increased it proper facilities are
given for extended. cualtivation, and develop-
ment of their consumption in the markets of
Burope, and at the same time advancing the pros-
perity of the agri
marked attention m the most influential quarters
hoth here and ‘in England; and it is gratifying
to the Committee to find that this able officer of
the Government has so warmly at heart a sub-
jeet of the extremest importance to the commerce
of India, and has placed before the public his

rieultural classes, has atbracted

views regarding it in a manner which has com-
manded the most attentive consideration,
25
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. TONNAGCE SCHEDULE for the Porr or Cawcurrs, adopted at
a Special General Mecting of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree,
held on thie 12th February 1872, with eflect from 1st September
1872, czcept s regards the measurement of Cotton, Femp, Jute,
Jute Cuttings, Rhea, Safilower, and other articles similaly packed,
which, wnder the Chamber's Resolution of 14th June 1872, had
effect from 1st July 1873.

Cubie
ARTICLES, ket | et
‘on Nott.

. per Ton,
Aloes, in bags and boxes 20
Alum, in ditto 20
‘Aniseed, in bags 3
Arrowraot, in ciscs
Arsenic, in bags or cases ... P
‘Asafeetida, in bags and boxes 20

Apparel, in boxes
Bark, in bogs
Bees” Wax
Builla
Betel-nut

20 gross.
20

Bran
Brimstonce
Bullion
Cake-lac, in bags
Cimphiot, in casea
Cardamons in r

0
per
6

ing

Cas

A, in boses
» bags
Castor Soed
Ghillies (dry), in bags
China Root, i bags
-+ boxos

Chivelta
Chareah
Cigars
- ) Gloves, in bags
»  boxes
Coals
Cochiical
Ceflce, in hags
L casks 16 -
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ARTICLES.

Guwt, per | Cubic
Ton Nett, | Fect

Coral, rough
oir, loose and unscrowed .
oprzs, or Cocoanut Kernel
Coriander Sced
ton

» B
Cuteh, in bags
Dates, wet

o dry

rlepxnms Teeth, in bulks

Furniture

Garlic and Onions

Ginger

Gram

‘Gums, in cases

Gunay Bags aud Guony Ciot

Gunjab

Hemp .

Hides, Buifalo, or Cow, cured
oof:, Worn Shavings and Tips

Hornd, Cow, Budfaio, or Deer

Indin Rubber, in bags .

cases

Indigs”
Tron

Jute

Jute Cuitings

I\[ehh

AMolasses
Mother o'Pearl, in bags
» ches

Alunje

jeet
tard or Rape Seed
Niger Beed

Nutmegs, in

oo | cocding
24

16
2 puncheons or
20

2

ARTICLES.

Cubic
Fect'

Ton Rett.

per Ton.

Nuy Vomica
Oats
Qil, in cases

, casks
Qpitua
Tadd
P \lm'\tm:\, in bags

Pepper, Long

0 Black
Planks and Deals
Pappy Seed
Putchuek

Tags
Raw Silk, in_bals
Rattans for dunnage

Red Wood, ditto
Thea
Rico
Ttope, in coils

»  Tiucs and Twines, in b\m(llc.l
R, in cusks
Balower

»
Saltpetre

a

apan Wood for dunnage
i ax, in cases
Seed-lac, in cases

ngs
» g

Senna
Shells, vough, in bags
Shell-lac, in eases

24

silk Cltus:um e

it Piece-Goods
Skin
Soap, country, in cases

. 20

20 gross.
20

20
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ARTICLES.

Cwt. per
Ton Nett:

Cubic
Feet
per Ton,

Sugar
Tallow, in cases or casks

[ale e
Tamarinds, in cases or casks
Tapioca .
Tea
Teel Seed
Timber, round

, squared

Fineal”
Tobaceo, in bales
Tortoise Shells, in chests
Turmeric

Vheat
Wool

vif

‘SOHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGER
Stovised and adopled by « Special General Meeling of the Bongal'
Stevis oy o e :
. Chamber of Commerce, held on the 18%h June 1861,—wilk effect frons

st Junuary 1862.

1. On the sale, purchase, ov shipment of Bullion, Gold .
Dust or Coin ... w1 per cent.
On the purchase (when in-funds) or sale of - Indigo,

Raw Silk, Silk Picce-Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-

4 3 .

cious Stones, or Jewellery wery,

©

5. On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
the Agent s,
4. On the sale or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all eases to be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-

1. Goods in Casks or Gases to be caloulated gross: woight whon:
paying “freight by weight; and where freight is made payablo
on mensurement, the measuroment be taken on the Custdm- I
wharf, or other shipping wharf within a radius of 5
Custom ouse, except in- the case of Cotton,
which shall be taken at the Serew-house.,

ouse
miles from tho"
the measurement of

2. Measurement to be talen at largest part of tho bale,

—insido
the Iashing on one side, and outside on the other.

3. Jute, Jute Cattings, Homp, Cotton, Safower, aud other arkicles
similarly pacled, are screwed in bales varsing from 300 to 4001bs,

4. The torm “dead woight” shall be understood to mean th fol-
lowing asticles i—Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Whoat, Gram, Dholl, Deas,
Linseed, Rapesced and all Motals,

%% By a Resolution of a General Mecting of tho Chiambor hel
the 8lst May 1881, the Tonnage Sehedule was forthwith ameuded as
regards Jule, Jute Cuttings, Cotton, emp, and Rhica Fibre, the ton
of each of which was altered from 5) cubic feet to
g 692 oubic frot,

1d on

5 bales not exeed-

IL WL 1, WooD,

Seeretary.

@

chases upon both cost and charges w G

On returns for Consignments if made in produce ... 2%
6. On returns of Consiguments ifin Bills, Bullion, or

Treasure wl,
7. On accepting Bills against Consignments w—l o,

" 8. On the salc or purchasc of Ships, Factories, Houses,
Lauds, and all property of o like description .. 23,

9. On goodo and treasure consigned, and all other pro-

perty of any description referred to Agency for
cale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn; and on goods
consigned for conditional delivery to others and
so delivered, on invoice amount at 2s, per rupee  half com,
10, On making advances or procuring loans of moncy
for commercial purposes, when the aggregate
commission does not exceed 5 per cent, . 2} per cent.
71. On ordering, or receiving and delivering goods, or
superintending the fulfilment of contracts, or on
the shipment of goods, where no other commis-
sion is detived ... o2




ix
“Un guarantecing Bills, Bonds, or othier engrgements, 22, On effecting Ensurances, whether on lives o pro- 23 per oon
. and on becoming scewrity for administration of | . perty BN o per cent.
Estates, or to Govermment for the disbursement 23, Ou settling Insurance claims, losses, and averages
of public moncy .. .. 2% por conts of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre- "
On del-credere, or ing the due vealization of mium P
sales . e, 21, On drawing, purchasing, sclling, o negotiating Bills
On the management of Tstates for Bscoutors or . of xchange el
Administrators .., o N 256, On (lc!)ls rfr ul}hc» s t\'hcn a process at law or
On chartering ships or cngasing tonmage for con. arbitration is incurred in claiming them "
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for Or,if recovercd by such means N
loading . 2 26, On Bills of Bxchange returned dishonoredt N
On advantising a5 the Agento for Owners or Gom. " 27, On colleativg Llouse Rent "
manders of ships for Cabin passengers, on the 28, Onsligfs Dishurscments " eotintine ”
amount of passage money, whether the same 29, Oull rl‘-;uu l::rl;:m(x;i Sunde, or negotiating any o
oan on responden . e 2h
shall pass through the Agent’s bands or not ... 2% S0, On granting Litters of Cral R
On procuring freight for a ship by a shipping order ’ . 31 Ounsale or purchase of Government Seeurities and
or charter, or on procuring employment for o Bank or other Joint Stock , and on every
on monthly bire, or acting as Agents for - excliange or transfer not by purchase from one
owners, Captain, or Charterers of & vessel, upon : class to another " ;
1he gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive ... & » 32, 2 up Government \scuulu‘ﬂ and Jmuk
On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the Juml Stock Shaves, on the market value. &,
Mauritius, the West Indics, or elsewhere, upon [ 53, On all amounts debited and credited within the yes |
the gross amount of carnings ... w5 » (less the Dbalauce brought fur\-l:x:(.l) upon which
On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or o on amounting Lo 3 por cent. haa R I
clsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money been charged .. o E |
for rank and file ol 847" Brokerage when paid is to be separtely charged. :
On realising inward freight, inward troops, Emigrant, 1L W, L WOO0D,
or Cabin passage money " -, Seoretarg
On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Biaster on behalf of all con-
cerned, on the declared value of all such goods —
as may be re-shipped, and on the nett proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold & »
1¢ Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picee-Goods ... 23,
1f Treasure, Precious Stoues, or Jevwellery wl w
——] LY VS © | {

5



CONVERSION OF STERLING FREIGHT
INTO INDIAN CURRENCY,

The following Resolutions were adopted at o General Meeting of
the Chamber, held on the 17th January 1882,

« That the Resolutions adopted, 31st May 1876, respecting
“ conversion into Indian currency of sterling freight
“and commission thereon be hereby rescinded, and
“that the following Resolutions be substituted in
“ their stead, with immediate effect, vz, :—

1. “That, in the absence of any stipulation to the
“ contrary, sterling freight payable in Caleutta, in-
“ cluding differences of freight adjusted in Calcutta,
“ and all commissions on sterling freight made pay-
“able at Caleutta or there brought into account,
“shall be reduced into Indian money at the rate of
“exchange for Bank Bills on London on demand
“ which shall have been current on the mail-day
“ next preceding the day when the amount to be
“dealt with shall be ascertained.

2. “That, in the absence of anything to the contrary ex-
“ pressed, the words ¢ current rate of exchange’ shall
“De held to mean the rate current for Bank Bills on
“ Loudon payable on demand.

S e ' i St
3. “That, for the purpose of charging commission or
*“adjusting differences, freight expressed iz dollars
“(Awmerican) sbhall be converted into sterling at &
“ uniform rate of fifty pence per dollar,’

xi

Torms of Bill of Lading and DBoat Note as adopted at a
General Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, on the 17th
January 1880.

» =,
@@)&’mfjeb in good order and wellconditioned,
by

i and wpon the good Ship or Vessel ealled the

whereof is Master for this present Voyage

and now lying in the Port of Calcutta and bound for—————

being marked and numbered as in the margin, and to be delivered,
fn the like good order aud well-conditioned, at the aforesaid Port
5.

(The Act of God, the Queen's Enenies, fire, and all and every other

dangors and accidents of the Seas, Rivers, and. Navigation of whatcver

nature and Find socver cxeepted)

wmto—

or o Assigns, TFreight for the said Goods

boing payable a8 customary —

I —————————————

-
1985 whereof, the Master or

P
with Average aceustomed. 1% °f
Agents of the said Ship bath afivmed to_—Bills of Lading, all of

Lhis tenor and date, one of which being accomplished, the others to

stand veid. N
18

Dated in CALCOTTA, this— ————
Weight and Contents wnknown.




Calcutta,

THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE
Ship
Siz,

Plense receive on board the undernoted Goods

nt o clean xecupL fol the same.
s cargo is only saipped on the special
g taat the Chief Gfficer will sign for
11 counter or quality mari’s and nun bers.
es or Packages are not to be taren on board
xeept on these terms, and also when a Sirear is
fin_attendance to check the taliy.
In case of any msp'z&, the Chippers reguest
prompt information in writing iom one of the
Cfficers of the ship,

Murks | Number | Deseription
and of of
Numbers. | Packages. Goods.

xiit
No. ...
Caloutia, ... e 18
2R eecihel on bowrd the ship
in good order and condition the unde1men~
tioned Gioods from Messrs..

N. B.-- The Chief Oﬁcer is requested not to take
iin any package unless he is prepared to sign for all
the qualifying ‘marks and numbers.

ALl p'mka"es in bad order must be returned.

Deseription of

Murks | Nunbor
of Goods.

and
Numbers. |Packages.

Awrrived alongside.

Discharged....

Returned

Remarks

(Signature)...

Chief Officer.

Shap

Moorings
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Agclusto, A, and Co, . A. Main, Beq,, deting Agent Oharter-
Apcor and Co. e Dank of Indis, Australia, and Cline,
Anderson, Wright and Co. - Tlorriss, B., Bsq., dgent, Hong-Kong
i’;oulvl)nm, rl‘éomd Co. and Stanghat Henting Corparation.
arlowy and Co. R Muray, Bsq., Agent, Chavtcred
Begg, Dunlop and Co. Mereantile Bank of India, Londor
Burn and_Co. and Clina,
Mitchel, Retd and Oo.

Dant: of I

Carlisles, N \qxhurs and Co.

Canitt and Co.

Crooke, Rome and Co. Nocligh, ;"l‘{lﬂrﬂor:lngﬂ Co.

Colm ]lmlhu!s and rugm Mcl;'""“; A L“"

Duncan Brothers and Co. oran, W., @

Darkanath Dutt and Co. Oldemeyer i Modontlde,
fmsthansen and Ocsterley. - Payn, T., Tsq. Manager, Comploir
Towing and Co. @ Bscompte de Daris.

Tilliott, John, and Co. Petrocochino Brothers.

Tra, B. D. J., Fsq. ssen Law and Co.

Finlay, Muir and Co, , T, Tsq., Agent, Hastern Bengal

Gisborno and Co., say Company.

Grabam and Co. Pigott, Chapman and Co.

Grindlay and Co. . Pallachi, T. C. and Co.

Gubboy, Blins Se, Feg. Ralli Brothers.

Hantelmann cnd Co. Ralli and Mavrojani.

Tarper, G., Beq, dgent, Oriontal Bani: | Reinhold and Co.
Corporation. Tentiers and Co.

Henderson, George, and Co. Schroder, Smidt and Co.
Teilgers, T'. W, and Co. Schoene, Kilburn and Co.
Tonss, Niller and Co. Sassoon, David and Co.

Huber and Co. Shaw, Finlayson and Co.

Tobson, Conor and Co. - Sallugram Khunnah 2nd Co.

Jurdine, Skinner and G Steel, Octavius nnd Co.

Tefferson, W, B, S. qu, Goneral Mana- | Struthers and Co.
ger. e Runters Stres aud dgonsy Thomas, J., and Co.

Company, Limited. Turner, Morrison and Co,

Kettlewell, Bullen and Co. Tllman, Lirschhorn and Co.

Kelly and Co. Ulth, . V. Tag, Superintendent, ..

Ker, Dods and Co. P, 0. Company.

King, Hamilton and Co. oy, Brothors nid Oo.

King, W. Vale and Co. mson, Magor and Co,

Longmuir, Thos., Esq., Maneger, Dellii| Wood, W. Esq, Mmmy:r, “dgra Dank:
& London Bank, Limited. Yule, Andrew and

Honorary Member :
7. A, Crawford, Bsq., c. s, late Collector of Customs.

AV

RULES AND REGULATIONS

or e

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

. That the Society shall be styled “Tue
Bexean Cuanser or CoMMuren.”
Second... That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to watch
over and protect the genmeral commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal, and
specially those of the port of Caleutta ;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; aid, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public authori-
ties, associations, and individuals; to re-
ceive references from, and to arbitrate
between, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.

Lirst

That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be adwmissible as
members of the Chamber.

Third....

Fourth... That candidates for admission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed
and scconded by two members, and may




Fythaasi,. That the subs

2

be elected by the Committee provisionally;. '

such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next cnsuing General Meeting.

viption of firms and banks
shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of molussil members 32 rupees per
anium,

Sizth...... That any member of the Chamber whose

subscription  shall  be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
month’s notice of such default..

Seventh... That the business and funds of the Cham-

ber shall be managed by a Committee of
not less than five nor more than seven
members, including the President and
Vice-President, to be elected annually at a
General Mecting of the Chamber in the
month of May ; the President, or, in his
absence, the Viee-President, being ex-offi-
cio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Vice-Prosi-
dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman.  Three to form a quorum.

Lighth... Anwal elections of President, Vice-

President, and members of the Comn-

Zvii*

ihittee shall be determined by & majority”
of votes of members, such votes being’
given in voting cards -to be issued by the
Sceretary, numbered and  bearing his:
signatwre ; aud no voting card shall be:
vecoived for such purpose unless so' au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the’
absence of the President, or Viee-Presi-

dent, from the Presidency for three
months, or by departure for Europe, or’

by death, shall be forthwith filled up; and:
the election determined by votes to be

taken as above and declared by the:
Committee. All vacancies created as:

above by the absence, departure; or death:

of any of the members of the Committee:

shall be forthwith filled up by selection:
by the Committee, subject to- approval at
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.

g I is specially vequested. that before a member

is returned to serve on the Commaltee, his nomina~

tor shall have ascertained his willingness: to-ac-
cept office i the event of kis clectionby voling
cards.

Ninth..... That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, b¢ eligible to' serve as' members: of
the Committee.




xviii
T g i '
Tenth..... Two members of a firm or representatives

of a bank shall not serve
1 serve on the Ci i
tee at the same time. o

Zleventh. Thatthe Committee shall meet for {1
purpose of transacting such business ::
may come within the province of the
Chamber at such times as may suit their
convgni?nce, and that the recén-d of (:hcir
procéedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem exp:dient :

Zwelfth. That all proceedings of the Committe
be subject to approval or otherwise (!)'

) General Mectings duly convened ’
Tlm'lccﬂﬂfv. That a half-yearly report of tho‘ proceed.
ings of the Committee be p]rc )i(:‘ed-

printed, and circulated for inf‘ornl{ t'c .

of members three days previous Lo"L L]o“
Genoml. Meeting at which such report a ]:;
1)\~ocef:d1)1gs of the Committee slnll“l;
submitted for approval, e

Fourteenth. That the Secretary shall be el
by f,hc Committee ; such election ctOCLEd
subject to confirmation at the next e . ing
- Gieneral Meeting, s
Fifteenth. That General Meetings of the I
shall be held at such times as thcm(l;}izr

xix

millee may consider convenicnt for the
despateh of business. )
That any uumber of members present
shall be held to constitube a General Meet-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despateh of ordi-
nary business.
Seventeenth. That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, o,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman  of Committee, shall call a
Special General Meeting, to be held within
15 days subsequent to receipt of such re-
quisition.
Tighteenth. That every subseribin
shall be entitled fo one vote only, and that
the Chaivman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have & casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.
That parties holding powers of procu-
in the absence of their prin-

Siwtecath.

ng firm. or bank

Nincteenth.
ration shall,
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Pwentieth. That voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first. That the Chamber reserves to itself
the right of expelling any of its members;




~ e

xx .
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
. of three-fourths of members present  in
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber' convened for !
the consideration of such expulsion. |

Twenty-sccond. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
¢y may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary members for a period: not ex-
ceeding two months.

Twenty-third. That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be made,
except by the votes of a majority of
the members of the Cliamber present in
person or by proxy at a Special General
Mecting to be held after” previous notice
of three months,

Catevira
Frinted by Thos. S, Swith, City Paess, 12, Beatinck Stort,
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