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Proceédings Q‘f the *Half-yearly General Meeting
of the. Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held on .
Monday the 17th January 1881.

W. E. CRUM, Esq., President, in the Chair,

T Chairman said that this General Meeting
of the Chamber' was held for the purpose of re-
ceiving the Report of Proceedings of the Com-
mittee during the half-year ended 31st October
last; and in submitting it for their approval he
addressed the members present as follows :—

Gentlemen,—Tn moving the adoption of the
Report, it has been the custom of many of my
predecessors to refer briefly to a number of the
various subjects which have engaged the attention
of the Committee during the half-year, and to
dwell at greater length on one or two of those.
which may seem to be the more important:” With
your permission, and even at the risk of troubling
you with somewhat lengthy remarks, T intend to
follow that practice to-day, believing that it best
sevves the purpose of making members acquainted
with the work done hy their Committee, which
after all is, T understand, the main object of these
half-yearly meetings. Before taking up these sub-
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jeets, T would wish to express my thanks to ln§'
colleagues on ‘the Committee and Yo our {\wrﬂ]y
Bedretary for the ready and ¥aluable -assistance

-they have at all times given-in helping me to ful-

fil -the duties of an office for which my short ex-
perience of Caleutta and of the work of the
Chamber hardly fitted me.

After consulting the members of the Chamber,
who were unanimously in favour of it, the Com-,
mittee drew wp an address of welcome and con-
gratulation to His Excellency the Marquis of
Ripon, which will appear in our -next half-yearly
report. It was intended to ask Hig Excellency to
do us the honour of allowing a deputation from
the phamber to present it after his arrival ; but
having regard to his Lordship’s state of health,
the consequence of the severe illness from “which
we all xejoico to know that he is now Tecovering,
we thought it best not to seel to trouble him wiﬁh’
an audience, and the addréss has therefore been
forwarded through his Private Sécremry.

The report contains rather a voluminous corres-
pondence on the ‘question of the days of depar-
ture of the Overland Mails, and .
have done is fully explained there, whilst there
Ims. very recently been a public meeting on the
subject, T do not think ijt hecesgar

: 'y to trouble
you with' niore than a very few words in regard

as all that we
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j0it. The Committee have of course been care-

ful to ascertain and be guided by the feelings of -

members in any action they have taken in this
important matter, and they deeply regret thab
their efforts to obtain, consistently with a con-
sideration for other interests, convenient and suit-
able days of departure for Culcuttajjve not re-
sulted in success, and that those of this important
place have been so completely ignored. The
memorial adopted at the -public meeting held in
this room has been largely signed and will reach
the Secretary of State in-due cowrse, and T frust
have the effect of at least getting for us a recon-
sideration of the decision which gives us a Mon-
day mail-day.

So far back as 1867, and frequently since then,
this Chamber has had under consideration the
subject of compulsory registration of partnerships,
but up to this time no legislation in regard to it
has taken place. Lately the matter was again
taken up by your Committee, who have consider-
ed it one of very grave importance, and which
should not be allowed to rest so long as there is
any hope of getting an enactiment which will im-
prove the existing state of things. Youall know
how impossible it often is to ascertain who are
fhe partners in many native firms with whom - we
have dealings, how it not unfrequently happens,
that whilst according to general belief a man is a
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partner and is probably virtually so, he has onlg,
when the firm becomes insolvent, to deny what
cannot be proved, and thus escape all,consequences,
and how difficult it is to get délivery of goods in
execution of decrees, seeing that if a partner
turns up whose existence at the time of the suit
was not known, he can claim an interest in the
property seized, and so prevent its being given up
to_ the creditor. The Government appears quite
to realize the importance of the subject, but has
from time to time pointed out difficulties which
have hitherto prevented legislation.  Whilst fully
alive to these, we nevertheless, with the aid of
our solicitors, are still hopeful that they may be
overcome ; and dwring the coming half-year the
matter will again engage our attention.

‘We have again been pressing on Government
the great importance of trying to advance arrange-
‘ments by which decrees obtained in British Courts
against absconding debtors may be -executed in
those native States where such reciprocity at
present does not exist. .

Amongst other old friends with which we have
had to deal, T may mention the Tactory Labour

Bill and the Trades Marks Bill. These arc
legislative measures which, so far as Caleutta is
concerned, we still think undesirable,

‘With'the aid of some members of the Chamber
who are more particalarly interested -in the

5

Teerosine oil trade, we have considered and given to
Government our views regarding the provisions of
the Petroleuns Bill. In dealing with a class of oil
which-in certain forflls, or under certain conditions
becomes dangerous, it is, of course, the duty of

Government to take measures to guard against-

danger to life and property, but it is equally its
duty to avoid unnecessary and vexatious legisla-
tion, and in every way to foster and encourage
any trade which is likely to prove of benefit to
the country. The dangerous nature of this. oil
has been greatly over-estimated, and of this we
have had abundant evidence, beyond the fact

that hitherto there has been an almost perfect *

immunity from accidents of any serious nature,
notwithstanding that during the past year alone
asmuch as five million gallons have been imported
into India. We endeavoured to convince the

Government that many of the provisions of the -

Bill as originally proposed are unnecessary, and
that if carried into effect the result would be so
seriously to hamper and restrict the importation
and sale of the article as to check, if not to stamp
out altogether, a trade which has already become
one of magnitude and importance, and which, as
we all know, is conferring immense benefits on
the people of this country. I am glad to see that
our recommendations, with those of others, seem
to -have had the desired effect ; for T notice that
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+ the Select Committee of the Legislative Counel,
to which the Bill was referred, have so amended
its provisions as to do away with «the objection-
able features to which :Lt(;e_nti('m was drawn.

The Committee addressed the Government of
Tndiain regard to the tarifl for inland telegraph
messages with a view to getting it modified. The
present miimum charge of one rapee for any
number of words up to six they considered
excessive, but they were more particalarly anxious
that, instead of the system of continuing the
charge in. the same proportion. throughout the
message, there should be a rate per word for any
in excess of the minimum limitation, thus avoiding
the present- anomaly of seven words costing
twice as much as six, It must be obviously an
advantage to the Telegraph Department to have
long submitted for ion, because
the cost of what we may call the unremunerative
work, d.e., the gratuitous sending of the address
and official instructions, is necessarily decreased
according as the length of each message is in-
creased. So far the Government has not seen its
way to consider our proposals favourably. Whilst
making full allowance for the difficultics which
have to be faced in India compared with other
countries in the iniroduction and maintenance of
the telegraph system, the fact remains that the
department has not !)een sufticiently progressive,
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and that the whole system has yet {o be greatly
extended and improved before it can be admitted
that nearly «ll thatis possible has been done to
malke it perfect.

Tn connection with the telegraph there natural
ly comes up for consideration the question of the
telephone, about which we have all lately heard
so much. You are all aware of the extent to
which this invention is now being used both in
Burope and in America, and how its usefulness
and popularity arc steadily increasing. At first
sight it would appear, -from the nature-of our
Dbusiness transactions, to be less adapted to our
wants than to those of European or American
business centres, but I think that, once introduced,
we would find it to be a very valuable -help
in our every-day transactions, The extent to
which .it -would be used must of course depend
very much upon the cost, but I understand
from the. representative of the Edison Telephone
Company, that this would not exceed Rs. 20
per month to each subscriber connected with
the Central Exchange, 'a rate which could
not be prohibitory. A= work of this kind can, I

think, be best done when left to private enter-
prise, and it is to be hoped that the decision of
the Government not to grant any concession to a
private Company may be withdrawn ; seemg that
the uses for -which the telephone hére is
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intended, make it almost impossible that its intro-
duction could in any way interfere with the mono-
poly which the Government has of the telegraph
system. i :
The Government havibg lately noticed that
sea-borne salt had to a considerable extent been
displaced in the North West Provinces and Behar
by indigenous salt from the Sambhur lake, invited
the opinion of the Committee as to the cxtent of
the displacement, and as to the effect likely to be
produced by an equalization “of the duties in a
reduction of that on sea-borne to that charged on’
the indigenous article. It being a matter of
great importance the Committee considered it very
carefully, as you may have seen from the
reply. 'We were satisfied that if sea-borne salt
were not so heavily handicapped as it is at
present, it would penetrate much further into the
durge consuming districts of Behar and the N. W.
Provinces, The rates of duty ave at present
respectively Rs. 2 14 and Rs, 2.8 per maund, and
the Committee, fully alive to the advantages of
that policy which has sought to reduce the c'du‘;y
on an article’ of such universal benefit to the
country, would gladly ‘have advocated the reduc- .
f:ion of the higher tariff, had they not felt that
it would'at present be dangerous to yun the risk
of reducing the Tevenus,

: and s0. perhaps necessi-
tating the imposition of an o of o
) -

income tax or of some

9

otfler such undesirable form of .taxation. They,

thercfore, gave as their recommendation the.

levelling up of “the one and the levelling down of
the other to the same point, which would in their
opinion tend to increase the consumption and to
prevent loss-of revenue, whilst in no way ad-
versely affecting the cost to the people. An exam-
ination of the N. W. Customs Administration
Report for 1879-80 shews us however that there
is gomething more to be done than the mere

equalization of the duties before sea-borne salt .

can be said to have fair playin competition with
the product of the Sambhur lake. Tt would
appear that the supply of common salt at the
stores became exhausted towards the end of 1879,
and in consequence the demand was supplied
with the finer quality at a price.5 to 6 annas per
maund under its rcal value. Merchants, as was
natural, shewed their appreciation of this liberal-
ity by increasing their ‘purchases to such: an ex-
tent as to cause an unprecedented off-take in De-
cember and January. Surely the business-like
plan to have adopted in such circumstances would
have been to have supplied the finer salt only at
its proper price, and thus the Government would
not have been a loser, whilst the consumption
of sea-borne salt would have increased. Besides
the value of the revenue which it yields, there
are many reasons why the trade in English salt
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should not be placed at a disadvantage, but rather
fostered and encouraged in every. pogsible way.
Without a market here for salt our sailing ships
would have no cargoes {o bring, the tonnage
available would be gréatly reduced, higher
freights would be a natural consequence, and the
inevitable result would be a discouragement of
our export trade, .

On the subject of the Small Cause Court, Bill
T need only sajr a very few words; the letter
addressed to the Government by the Committée
having already becn published and commented
on in the daily newspapers. We believe that
ng approval of the extension of pecu-
niary jurisdiction to amounts not exceeding Rs.
2,000, we have rightly interpreted the feelings
of the mercantile public, to whom it will be a
great advantage no longer to be limited to half
that amount in disputes which they desire to
have quickly settled, without going through the

igh
Court suit entails. This benefit we have ]10\-)\'—
ever felt would be very dearly purchased if it
should resutt in’ depriving the Sinall Cause
Courts of their most essential fcature»—speody
procedure.  As we have pointed out, there are
clauses in the Bill whieh would seem 1o have
the tendency to so inerease the work

: and length-
en the proceedings as.fo change the

whole nature

! f the Courts in reg
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gard to this most important
characteristic, and these, we think, ought to be
o altered as fo  carefully guard against such a
danger. . :

Two years ago your-then President, Mr. George
Yule, in an able and interesting address, went
into the question of port charges and port man-
agement, and it may not he out of place for
‘me’ now to say a few words on the same subject,
suggested by the resolution of the Bengal Gov-
-ernment on the Port Commissioner’s Report of
1879-80, which will be found at the end -of our
report.  The Commissioners are to be congratu-
lated on the work done during the year, on the
increasing value of their property, and generally
on their continued able management ; but it is
for us to watch closely how the good results are
obtained, and to see whether, consistently with
that good management, the charges on trade
are kept on a moderate scale, from what sources
the profits are derived, and how they are applied.
The total debt of the trust amounts -only to Rs,
71,05,349 ; of this Rs. 17,65,000 represents the
value of the block made over by Government -on
its formation and not repayable, and Rs. 53,40,849
loans obtained from Government for new works,
bearing interest at 4% per cent. and repayable in
thirty years. The revenue derived from works
since 1870 is shown to be Rs. 39,66,382, nearly
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for the year under review was Rs. 18,64,293, and
the ordinary expenditure, including the interest
on debt and sums set aside for insurance fund,
was Rs. 18,67,948, leaving a ‘balance' of* Rs.
4,96,345, which, with a cash balance brought for-
ward from the previous year, leaves the Commis-
sioners with Rs. 5,85,612 to spend on new works
and improvements, and with a good balance again
to come forward for the current year. An exam-
ination of the accounts shows us from what,
sources this large revenue is derived :

Nett Income 1878-79.

Rs.
Jetties 2,02,077
Strand Bank Lands... . 1,52,415
Inland Vessels Wharves 1,59,388
Port Proper 1,68,947 -

It will be seen that notwithstanding the re-
cent reduction in landing charges, the nett income
from the Jetties has shown an increase, and the
probabilities are that we will find this to be even
more marked when the figures for 1880-81 are
Pub]is].\ed, showing (to whatever other causes
it may be attributed) that a Jjudicious lowering
of charges is-sure to enlarge the volume ‘of busi-
ness, and up to a certain limit, to inerease the
income. Now, _there is no doubt that with an

o

all spent in improvements. The gross income
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‘apnuul revenue of about 18} lakhs, aud a ewrrent
expenditure of only 181 lakhs,—which includes
interest on logns and sinking fund applied to the
repayment within ‘thirty years of three-fourths
of the debt,—the financial position of the Port
Trust is most satisfactory. Merchants and ship-
owners may however be excused if they question
the justice or necessity of a system which bur-
dens them now with heavy .charges, thus giving
future generations am almost free port With all
possible improvements and conveniences. It is
true, no doubt, that a heavy annual outlay may
still be indispensable for many years to come, but
surely this need not be met so largely out.of
revenue as it seems to have been in the past.
e . The Commissioners have now the power to bor-
row, and their position as owners.of so large and
valuable " a property should enable them to do so

without difficulty, and Caleitta should .surely no

longer be allowed to remain under the stigma of
being such a very expensive port.

Since replying to the letter from the Dominion

Board of Trade, Canada, inviting us to nomi-

nate three representatives of commercial inter-

ests of Bengal at the approaching Colonial Con-

ference to be held in Loundon next month, the

Committee have roquested Mr. J. N. Bullen,

" Mr. Stephen Ralli, and My D. II. Macfarlane,
M. P., to act as the Chamber’s delegates.

|
!
|
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T think you are all aware of the ‘troubles

which have lately arisen in regard to the working ~
g

of the rules which came into force in March 1879,
exempting from duty grey goods made of yarns
not finer than 80’ ; and ag the correspondence we
have had with Government on the subject is' very
full and complete, it will be vy for me to
3o into details with which all of you are proba-
bly now conversant. Suffice it to sa 'tllnf, until
very iecently, everything seemed to be workine
smoothly, and no one had much cause " for con:
Phtint cj.\'cepting on the broad ground that it was
inexpedient . and unfair to handicap with duty
many well-known cloths which, if made in a non-
dutiable form in order to compete with the new
duf:y free cloths, would lose the characteristics
which had for many years past gained for then;
a reputation in this market. But suddenly the
CL1§tom House authotities scemed to adopt 1-) new
policy of strictness, punishing by conﬁscati&;n and
fine all cases alike in which they discovered thn

cloths were not uniformly made of the duty fi ‘"“'
yarns.® It muttered not whethe T o

r the a
yons” ; ! Wheil mount of
yam discovered was infinitessimal or materi

* Tt has been brou ot i 1
3 ght Lo my notice (it

gesting that o Qiew balicy of atriotuess P Al

e g Qustom Hotuse authoritics : 1 am agonsay otag 10

e bpfunive, in Bateh 1370, until this ition e g, 10

By rtion 1t poleyor i of (o i 10 v
) it L v, tom

House anibortietsoias mtioo-—3y "6 o tho Cutons

p
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al, the same punishment was inflicted. What
we have endeavoured to explain to- Government,
and I believé it is now understood and realized,
is that all the cases which have come to our
notice where fine yarns were introduced have in
our opinion been the vesult entirely of accident
or carelessness, that in such cases the gain to
the manufacturer would be so very trifling as
to warrant our arriving at this conclusion, whilst
this view is farther strengthened by the fact b
no buyer would willingly receive goods of the
irregular texture which an  admixture of finer
yarns must produce. Thus a manufacturer can
have nothing to gain and everything to lose by,
in any such open and partial way, attempting to
evade the requirements of the law. In saying
this T.do not wish to be understood to imply
that attempts may not have been made, and
successfully so, to manufacture cloths which,
although really dutiable, may pass here as duty
free, for we ave informed that it is not an un-
common thing to put finer yarn than 30’s into the
warp where it cannot in practice be detected.
But it is not of such cases ( none of which have
come before the Commiftee) that I am now
speaking, and we would all be only too ready to
see those who willingly lend themselves to such
a fraud severely punished. I am glad tosay
that in response to our(representaﬁons Govern-
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ment at once issued orders for the restoration bf
all the goods confiscated and of all fines awarded
where the amount of light weft discovered was
found not to exceed 2 per cent. of {he entire yarn
in the parcel. At the same time it has been
ruled that the Collector is entitled to lovy full

duty on all shipments found to contain fine yarns -

in however small a quantity, and to confiscate
and impose a fine in all instances where goods
aré found to be uniformly made of yarns even
one count finer than 80’s. We still think that
the rules which have resulted and are lnid down
for the guidance of the Collector of Customs
alm ab punishments too " severe for undoubted
cases of accident or carclessness, and that the
]{mib proposed under which the extrome penal-
tes are to be inflicted is too confined. Tt must
not be supposed that if the Government comes
down on the importer, he in his turn can ‘always
turn” to the manufacturer for redress, and if it
be impossible for the manufacturer always to be
certain that the 30’s he is using, may not under
certain circumstances wrap 81's, in how much
greater a degree ‘must it be impossible for the
pu.rchaser of the goods to ascertain with - cer-
tainty that there may not be this slight variation
which now renders him liable to o :uinous loss,
against which he probably cannot { :

‘ : nsure himself,
‘We are at present corresponding on the subject;
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aImlb T cannot help thinking that it is unfortunaws
that in the first instance the diseretion given to
the Collector, by the Act in regard to the inflic-
tion of penalties whs not judiclously exercised,
for thus perhaps would have been avoided all
the {rouble, irritation and annoyance which have
resulted daring the last fes months. Tt is suvely’
unnecessary for me to.say that the earnest wish
of this Chamber is to see the Government re-
venue jealously guarded, and that for cases of
intentional fraud none of the punishments al-
lowed by the Act are too severe, and we would
be far from urging any laxness which could have
the effect of encouraging the attempt to evade
1)ny11{ellb of the legitimate taxes of the country.
1 confess I sympathise with the difficulty the
Government, no doubt, have in dealing with this
matter at its* prgsent stage, for it can be no
easy thing to draw a sufficiently broad line
between what is to be placed in the category
wceidental and what in that of fraud, without
on the one hand seeming to encourage gross
carelessness, and on the other of inflicting =
punishment altogether unmerited. I believe
myself that if it has ceased to be a ques-
tion determinable by the' wise discretion of ihe -~
Collector, it will be i|11posifl;le to carry out the
.provisions of ‘the Act in any way - which will
be found to work fairly and “smoothly for the
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Government on the one hand or the importer
or manufacturer on the other, and thus we come
to the Dbroad issue of what should be done in
regard to the whole question of the cotton duties,
which can no longer he allowed to settle itsolf
by the slow process of natural death which six

“months ago seemed to be the best practical solu-

tion. The answer to this seems to be {hat
Government should choosé between re-imposition
of ihe duties, their tota] abolition, or their fur-
ther partial abolition by the extension of ex-
emption 1o all grey goods and yarns, The first

-alternative T am inclined to dismiss as impracti-

cable, and therefore hardly worthy of serious
consideration.  No Home Government, would
atte retroor:

ttempt such a retrograde movement, for however
much some of us may regret and

disapprove
of the cowrse which w: i

as followed in »
to the Lancashire agitation ‘so longu l;:;}:z“sli
was warranted by the financial position’ of the
country, we could hardly now, a
free trade, consistently ask for the repeal of an
enactment whicly, had the finances of India 1)0::11
ready for it, would gladly have been wc]‘comod
a:s a further step towards the couip]ete'reqliy’-
tw}l of that great policy which may son ) d‘a
exist to the henefit of Jot eoum-rives b 'l'la'y
Chamber has always been opposed to - ?lﬂ
matare or partial abolition of the duti:sn )lml:\j‘-
, L

s advocates of

19

i}lg full well that however desirable, on broad
principles, any such movement wmight be in
itself, it would necessitate the imposition of
direct taxation in %ome form or other which
would press more heayily on the peoplé and be
productive of greater irritation and discontent,
and therefore the true interests of India requir-
ed o postponement of any immediate legislation
such as las taken place. But whatever our
opinion may have been in the past, the position,
now that the duties have been partially abolished,
seems to me to be greatly altered. The trade
has adapted itself to the new circumstances, and
I cannot believe in the wisdom of any move-
ment which would aim at a complete return to’
the old system. It may be interesting to notice
how rapidly it has so adapted itself, and how
effectually the new cloths made of heavier yarns
to pass free are displacing the old dutiable goods.
In March 1879, the proportion of duty “free
Shirtings (our largest article of import) to the
total quantity imported was only 2% per cent;
six months later it was 50 per cent; and now
it is neamrly 90 per cent; and the same, in a
greater or lesser degree, holds good in regard to
all grey cloths, excepting Jacconets and Mulls,
which have not yet been made, and are not likely
to be made, of the heavier yarns.

If the opinion recently - exprossed by the
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Licutenant-Governor, that the present system i
one which it is practically impossible to work
with fairness, be admitted, then it scems to me
that the Government will “he forced either to
abolish the duties wholly, -or to extend the ex-
emption further than it now goes. The frst
of these alternatives would probably receive
the greatest support, but even admitting that it
would be a more equitable course to adopt . than
that of the exemption only of grey goods and
and grey yarns, I cannot sce that the Govern-
ment is called upon at present to take a step
involving such an important further loss of re-
venue as the freedom from duty of all other
cloths would necessitate, Judging from the
results of that part of the financial year which
has gone, and caleulating the same proportion
for the unexpired portion, which however is
doubtless too sanguine a view to talke, the re-
venue of the financial year derived from the
cotton duties promises, as compared with former
years; to be somewhat as follows :—

187879, 1879-80,  1880.81.
—_—
26,00,091 16,58,000
846,018 11,26,000
31,78,759  45,15,000
_

‘77,12,304 68,19,818  73,27,000

Grey Goods”
Al Yarns -
Qtliex Cotton Goods ...
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s  The current year is an excoptional one, in so

far that, from various circumstances, the imports
of " colored and printed goods have been un-
usually large and -even excessive, and it would
therefore be imprudent for Government to ex-
pect the permanency of so large a duty revenue ;
but from these figures we may learn that tf)
abolish the duties altogether would be to sacri-
fice a revenue of from 60 to 70 lakhs ; whilst,
judging by the rapidity with \vhicl} t!ze propor-
tion of grey goods now coming free is increasing,
to abandon it only on all these and on grey
yarns would not cost the Government more than
perhaps some 15 to 16 lakhs. Such a further
partial exemption could not of course be defend-
ed except on the ground of necessity, and would

no doubt provoke an outery of dissatisfaction, -

for the printer, the dyer and the bleacher will
all think themselves hardly treated in.the matter ;
but as yet the goods they produce meet with-
little or no competition in Indian manufacture,

and the duties levied on them cannot therefore

in any sense be called protective, whilst all may
rest satisfied that the object of the duties being
entirely to raise revenue, they cannot be continued
any longer than is required in the interests of
the people of India, whose welfare should be
the first consideration, and who have certainly
suffered less from this form of taxation than
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from almost any other which could be devised
to replace it. * If they are not to be reimposed
nor entirely abolished, then there, will, I pre-
sume, be no necessity for, and o idea at present
of, introducing a registration fee scheme, such
as the Hon'ble Mr. Hope foreshadowed in the
beginning of this financial year, the primary
object of which would be to cover the cost of
preparing statistics of trade and navigation, but
which, we could hardly doubt, would "

go a d
deal farther. 0 S

The present report contains our
Tetter to Government on this subject, written after
we had taken your views, which we found were
decidedly opposed to the scheme,
seen little harm in the proposal had it not, ag
prf:sented to us, so strongly resembled in eve]ry-
thing but name customs duty, and had it not
seemed, from ity very general and sweeping
nature, and from the necessary inequality of i(;:

%ncidence, to be so liable to the objection that
-1t must ultimately

prove a greater y
- trouble to the trade than t].\fre is e:::lzid:f
t]?e present system. It would also have the
disadvantage of being o general tax on oy
ex!)ort trade, and we g Inow how that rl:
quires rather to be encouraged by tlg l'eductim;

of charges than by their imposition ;
iy ol pomtmy in however

I could have

Having now toucheq UPOR. most of the gyl
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Yeots engaging our attention, it may perhaps not
be out of place, in conclusion, to say a few words
on the present position of trade; and first I
would congratulate you on the termination of
the war in Afghanistan, on the well-founded hope”

N entertained for the successful government of
India under the mnew régime, and on the
hountiful harvests with which India has now
boen blessed. As to the policy which brought
about the war, it would be out of place for me
to speak; whether we approved of it or not, we
must all rejoice that it has come to an end, and
that at last the country is being saved farther
enormous expenditure,

India’s prosperity is, as we all know, greatly
dependent on her harvests. If these be dofi-
cient there must follow poverty and distress,
imports and exports fall off, whilst the Govern-
ment has to meet increasing demands with a
decreasing revenue, public works are curtailed
or suspended, and taxation has to be increased ;
but if they be abundant, there must follow good
wages and cheap food, an increase of imports
and exports, an expansion of the revenue and
consequent extension of useful works tending
to develop the resources of the country. Al-
though prosperity cannot of course altogether
be estimated by the extent of the imports and
exports, yet there is no doubt that from these,
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“that of the latter it has only been 3
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if other circumstances be not forgotten, it may

be judged in a very important degrae, and I think
the increase during the present firancial year is
s0 remarkable, as-showing of what India is capable

under favourable circumstances, that the figures

deserve some attention, Tarning to the first, we
find that during the eight months ended. 30th
November the total value of imports of cotton
goods and yarns, which are after all the real test

*of the buying power, and, therefore, prosperity of

this country, was

1880 ... Rs. 17,00,07,000

1879 e 5 12,39,38,000

1878 s 11,82,44000
or, eonsidering that the stocks held are not gener-
ally speaking very excessive, an immense in-
erease in consuming power. In examining the
figures closely, we find that the inorease of im-
ports as between Bombay and Caleutta has not
been at all equally divided, for whereas in the

case of the former it has heen 67 per cent., in

0 per cent.,
accounted for, in an important degree, by the fact
that whilst our trade with the N. W. Provinces
has a decided tendeney to fall off, that of Bom-
bay i steadily increasing,

expect t]m‘t the Western Rajputana Railway now
opened will further enable Bombay to {ake from

us a large portion of oqy trade, and that we will

1 fear we must

- value of cotbon exported being 33 per cent. and

P

l"m\vc. in the fubure to look more than ever w
Bengal as our great consuming market.

T am sorry to say that when we turn to exports
we do not as yet find the improvement as remark-
able or important, and- yet an examination- of
the subject cannot but inspire some hope that a
gradual development is in process. The total
exports of Indian produce for the 8 months of
the financial year were

1880 ... Rs. 44,30,57,623
1879 5 89,59,18,867
1878 ... ,, 37,84,48,867"

The increase this year has been chiefly in
cotton from Bombay, rice from Burmah, and’
wheat and seeds from Bombay and Caleutta.
No one who has the trueinterests of India at
heart can help looking aixiously to see whether
there is the prospect that in the future she can
more than hold her own in the race of competi-
tion with other agricultural producing countries,

" brought neaver to the large consuming markets

by greater internal facilitics and lesser ocean
distance. It is interesting to notice-that notwith-
standing ever increasing “crops: of cotton and
wheat in America, there has in these two large
articles of export been a very importunt improve-
ment during the months I have spoken of, the
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-of wheat 250 per cent. in excess of the averdae
of ihe two previous years; and cven compm-h?g
them “with the same period of the year 1877-78,

which from the operation of vatious excep(.iona.i
causes was a very remarkable one in regard to
the extent of exports, the total value of these
h.:w even been exceeded during the present finan-
cial “year. It is an old efy that we wanb the,
resources of the country to be developed by the
Judicious prosecution of public works, but it is
one which. must never be silenced ; and this
Chamber must in the fature continue to urge on
Gover}lment, as it has done in the past, the
ncuesslt)r for o steady increase of 1'a.;lway
f:ommum.aa(‘.ion, for there is yet much to 'do hefore

it can be said that the products of the soil are

brought as cheaply as “they might be to ;he
gl‘eat sea-board centres, T think when we cor

sider the extent of the improvement in imp 'Ll_
and exports, and the high position in whichlotll .
crcfh(. of the Government of Tndja now e
which must tend to facilitate the future
ment of the . country, —uwe are Jjustified in taki

a hopeful view of Indian prospects. B t,n f“'mg
of brosperity is a time to prepm'é for uda -m'me
and as the finances improve [a resiby,
management, it is surely not ¢ M e
p.cct t.h:\t the present, resh'iction:()onn:\;Ch oo
Lmq of public works may be removed "

stands,
develop-

rosecu-
, and that

i
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they may again be vigorously taken in hand to
the lasting henefit of India. :

Mr. H. B. H. Turxer, .in seconding the adop-
tion of the report, siid,—I have undertaken to
offer to the Chamber some explanation of the
action of the Coinmittee, of which I am a mem-
Dber, with respect to the question of the wail,
which action was called in question at the recent
public raceting upon the subject.

At that ineeting, one speaker complained that
not only in his own opinion, but also in that of
several other gentlemen, our action had been in-
judicious,. that had the Committee shown less
explicit interest in endeavouring - to get an ar-
rangement which would satisfy them, the proba-
bility is that now we should have had an ar-
rahgelilenh which would have been satisfactory to
the whole of the communities interested; and
special exception was taken to an expression, said
{0 have been used in writing to Government, that
Tuesday would be a most inconvenient day for
the deparbure of the mails from Caleutta. This

‘ expression, it was added, seems to throw upon
Government the duty of finding some other day
which would be more suitable for the community
interested. It appears fo me, however, that
these charges are based upon a misconceplion of
ihe correspondence. The Committee endeavoured;
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. . N . /
in all their communications with the Govcrnmer{t,

to show that they were not unmindful of general -

interests, and though they did write that Tuesday
would be a most inconvenient day for the closing
of the Caleutta mails, this porticular expression
was used not in writing to the Government, but
to the Bombay Chamber. Bombay had set itself
to secnre at all hazards a Friday evening sailing
of the mail steamer, -and had commenced the
agitation by complaining loudly of the.loss of the

Satarday hall holiday and of the interference.

with the volunteer drill, Bui no _sooner did the
Director General of the Post Office point out,
that these objects might be obtained by an early

closing of the mails on Saturday, than Bombay v

merchants  discovered that it was not the half
holiday they wanted after all, but that on the
sentrary they could not afiord to spare even a
f?\xj' hours of work in view of the Jeen compe-
tition of the most enterplising‘nntion of the
world to which they were subjected. It was in
replying to arguments sycly asthese, forced home
by the Bombay Chamber assuring us that we
were unreasonable, that {he Committee ave
utt‘orance o the voice of the Chamber 'mdgd'd
write to the Bombay Chambey (ot to (‘3‘(0\" 'l
ment) that, as compared with {he existi . a
day, Tuesday would b i . "']g el
o ey ¢ & most inconvenient day

5. Bub they took P no impracticable Pposi-
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“‘if:on. So far from this was our attitude. that in a

letter written shortly afterwards to the Director
General of the Post Office, we instructed the
Secretary of the Chamber to say :—

“ In conclusion, T 2in directed to say that my
Committee feel sure that the Bengal Chumber
of Commerce would reconsider their request for
the continuance of a Wednesday mail day for
Caleutta if it could be shown (as stated by
Bombay) that the general public in Tndia and at
home would benefit by the mail being closed
here on some other day.” But while charging
the Committee with a want of consideration for
the interests of other communities, -our crities at
the recent public meeting separated without. its
having occurred to any gentleman that the Satur-
day mail which the mesting adopted in order to
conciliate Bombay, in preference “to our choice of
Friday, entails a2 Sunday mail day for our Madras
friends, They not only overlooked the interests
of "Madras in fixing upon -Saturday for the mon-
soon closing' in Caleutta in order to meet the
fanciod wants of Bombay,” but they forgot the
fact that o Monday closing in Bombay during
tlie monsoon months is'no real hardship. = We .all
know that -Bombay trade during the monsoot
comes almost to an’ end, and, indeed, one speaker
ot a recent meoting in- Bombay went so far as to
say,—* LExporters had to do all their work during




‘mate of British interest,

30

four months, and the rest of the time was practi, s
cally 1xoliday. Employés had almost as mnu;
d'ays or even weeks as they chose,” Porhaps this

!lttle incident may serve to show how difficult it

is in this matter to reconcile all interests,

That we have endeavoured to reconcile all in-
terests, I_trnst you will allow, and, further, {hat
you will endorse the opinion of our action formed
by the Divector General of the Post Office who,
when writing to us on the 1st March last said, -
“T pointed out also (to the Bombay Chambrcr)
that Caleutta interests, if tak, i
would point to a
which day w.

en by themselves,
Monday departure from Bombay,
ould, T believe, accord with the esti-
s forn Briti
Postal authorities, and that . i;] e\(ia:yotll:ljt bol;?ﬂ;
deference to Bombay interests that the Caleutta
Chamber was not Dressing for a Monda de; 'u: :
ture. T considered thig action of the }E}alclr:;:tﬂ:

deration.”

T referred Jjust - now

Bombay trade during ],

T think it woulq Derhaps

to  the smallness of the
ebmonsoon months, and
! - useful to draw your
alt:l.:;,\ol} to the totql business of that ; 03:‘1“7 o,
I;e D;‘U\wt:tl: ;‘)ur OWIL Tt seqmg to l;]e [éhat uisncil:n-

S 0 the Bombqy omplainants of yang 15;‘

81

“lime for mail work in the event of a Monday

closing of the mails in Bombay, the Secretary of
State for India, as well as our friends in Manches-
ter, Liverpool, Glasgow and other towns have
quite overlooked how far more onerous to Caleutta
the present arrangement must prove.

Not only is the value of our export trade far

. Taiger (about half as much again) but we deal in

a far greater variety of articles, and at the same
time in articles of considerably larger. bulk in
proportion to value.

_ The figures of the past two years give the
value of the Caleutta exports as Rs. 29,31,34,366
and Rs. 30,37,66,484 against 18,99,07,489 and
Rs. 22,55,56,880 as that of Bombay.

In respect to bulk—setting aside the tonnage °
of steamers which is much the same for both
ports, say a total for two years of 763,795 tons
for Caleutta and 762,947 tons for Bombay—T find
that in 1878-79 Calcutta loided 538,930 tons of
sailing tonnage, and in 1879-80, 558,278 tons,
while Bombay could find cargo for only 75,412
and 73,398 tons during those years.

A far larger amount of tonnage went to
Bombay, drawn there to some extent by the
demand for coal for its mills and railways; but
there being no eargo for it, no less than 590,000
tons of steam and sailing tonnage lefi ‘Bombay
in those two years to seck cargo elsewhere.
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T am informed that there is very little pros;’
peet of our case being considered in regard to
arrangements for 1881, but that as ‘the arrange-
ments for each year are quite independent of
those of any other, I think we should put for-
ward, as forcibly as we can, that our convenience,
having regard to so important a trade, should
be subordinate only to the convenience of the

larger public at home, and thatif a-Monday -

mail day is inevitable at some place, the laroe
trade of Caleutta,—a trade in a large variety T)f
articles requiring more time for the preparation
of the documents referring to it,—should not be
burdened with it. Nor do T think that this
co'rrespo‘ndonce, when posted, should be so de-
tained in “Bombay - as to cause the delivery in
Lout}pn to be delaycd upwards of 16 hours,

One word more, Gentlemen, Tn order to meet
what we understand to be the needs of Bomba;
we consented to an earlier hour for the closin);,‘
of our mails in Caleutta. T do not fancy this ha:
proved a gencrally convenient arrangement. It

was ‘submitted to ‘rather than I .
closing day, have an carlier

but T regret to notice £ s

Office Cireular that, from the 7th ;:1])12:; POb‘L
are ﬂot only to have the earlier day, bu}t,, t‘lve
em'he:r hour is to be continned. I \voul’d ¥ .
to bring this to the noticg of the Postal 1;:;;[1):;?8

itiss ; but T would ask if your views coincide with
mine upon the subject.

The How'ble' Ms. Tnglis said that he had
much pleasure in supporting the adoption of the
report, and in reference to what had fallen from
Mr. Turner, he would say, as one of those who
supported the amendment at the public meeting,
he felt he owed an apology to the Committec for
woving in a direction somewhat contrary to what
they recommended. He did not, however, regret
the resolution they arrived at, as he thought that
the less they asked at present the more they
were likely to get. At the same time, if he had
had the report in his hand, and if he had known
the care the Commitlee evidently took to form

“ their opinion on the subject, he was not sure he

would have spoken so freely as he had done, and
e begged to.apologise to the Comumittee for any
sceming neglect he had shown for the care they
had taken in the matter. )

He thought Mr. Turner had brought out very
forcibly the importance of the Caleusta trade,
and  that their - convenience Al.r)ught not to be

. sacrificed to the convenience of Bombay or of

any other community in India, although they
were quite willing that the convenience of the
whole Indian public should be studied. He
thought himself that they ought to agitate for

1
i
|
|
i
1
i
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a worning departure of the mails from Bombsy,
oy

- and he felt satisfied thatif they had had a morning

departure Jast year this agitation would never
have arisen—at all events at’home. e felt cer-
tain that letters would have been delivered 24
hours earlier in London, had there been a depar-

ture of the steamer from Bombay on Saturday

mm:ning instead of Saturday evening and that
their Wednesday mail day would have heen
continued to them. Ho folt strongly therefore
that they should make a combined effort to
get a morning departwre of the steamer from
Bowmbay during this year, so that they might
see the effect of it before arrangements  for
the next year weré made, If it was true,
as the Postal authoritics 1old them that ther(;
would be a saving of some 16 hours on the
Voyage were such g change made, he did not
see why the Bowmbay community should object
to.the morning departure of the mails. 1f t’hey
chose }hey might write up to midnight and get
up z{gnm ab 4 aa on the morning o? the stea-
mers dcp:u‘tln’e, and go op unt:il 8 o’clock, at
:»:h}ch hour the Bombay mails should he clos’ed'
This would surely give them all the time the
want, and would Permit of the houy of Lh}e,
s{-e:}mer's departure being  fixed for 10 anar
:]:{i:-k:;?:ld five'a margin of 9 houys for‘t‘lu;
1 of mails (:md Dassengers after the
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Galeutta letters reach Bombay, and would cffect
a saving of \2 hours af this one point as compared.
with. present arrangements. By accelerating the
speed somewhat on the voyage and nvn:nl—
ing detention in Egypt it would, as the Indian
postal authorities show, be very easy. to make
up other 17 hours before the mails reached Ifon-
don, and letters posted here on Tuesday evening,
in the fair season, would in this way be delivered
in London that day 3 weeks in the morning,
which is all the Home authorities ask for. e
hoped the Committee would represent all this
very strongly to the Government; and if the
closin§ the mails here on Tuesday, in the fair
season, - together with a morning departure of
the steamer from Bombay on Friday, vesults in
o delivery of the mails in London before the
time stipulated for, they would be in a position
to ask Dereafier for Wednesday in the fair
season, and Tuesday during the monsoon. These
days, he thought, they should aim at, and hope to
geb in another year.

The only other matter he wished to draw
attention to was that of import duties. While
agreeing entively with what the President
had stated on the subject, he thought thers
was an alternative which he had not referred to.
The President had referred to three, stating
that one of them namely, a return to the old
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state of things, was unworthy of consideratigy,
But he thought there was a . fourth, and {hat
was to levy a reduced rate of duty upon
all classes of piece-goods. + That he thought
was  the fairest solution of the difficulty,
He quite agreed with those gentlemen who
Jooked forward to free imports, but they all
agreed that India could not lose these duties ay
present.  Therefore, he thought, to meet the
case fairly, the plan would be to re-impose duties
wpon a reduced scale upon goods which were
now imported free, and reduce rates upon all
other classes, so as -to have them all upon the
same footing. The objection to the President’s
proposal was that bleachers, dyers and printers
would undoubtedly have grave cause for complaint
if grey goods were admitted free and their special
productions were taxed. The result in his opinion
would be that a sense of inequality and unfair-
ness would remain, whiel would not be remoy
until the duties were cither ‘entively abolished
or re-imposed on a reduced scale upon-all classes
- of imported cotton goods.

Mr. G Yule said that one could not look at
tl'\c report of the Comlni}.tee without being con-
vinced that the Committes of the Clmmb:r de-
served f;l\e deepest  thanks of the mercantile
commumtv)r of Caleutta. The report showed that
the Comumittee had rml unusual amount, of work

ed
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safore them during the past half-year, and :\!sn
an extraordinary number of Government Bills
to consider, and he- would say that the work
bad been discharged with credit, wisdom, and
ability ; and the manper in which Fhe \:01‘1( had
been done showed that the Caleutta Cliamber
could fairly .compm'c with some of 'the most
distinguished Chambers of Commerce in the o.ld
country. The subjects introduced in the ro-
port under notice - were all' treated  with
that pre-emiment ability —which they were
all proud to recognise in the present Presi-
dent and Committee of the Chamber. The

. varied topics brought before them in the report,

and tlie manner in which they had been handled,
gave them a very clear conception of the earnest
and arduous duties the Committee and the Pre-
sident had been prosecuting during the past six
months,

Tn commenting upon the report, he would first
refer to the import duty upon cotton goods. Now,
be must say that he had seen no solution
of this vexed .question, except the one which
the Chairman had himself suggested, and, as Mr.
Yule gathered from l{is remarks, had .pz}xrt.inAHy
supported. He did not mean a present abolition
of the import duties upon all piece-goods, but
what he wanted was a clear definite” line by which
both the Collector of Customs and the merchants
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in Caloutta would be guided.  In the Presidentsy
suggestion, they had gota line about which there
could be, he imagined,- no misuudcrstm]diug
whatever. Those who Lknew: about piece-goods
were aware that it was utterly impossible for a
spinner o' spin yarn always of the same number,
and that it was customary to allow a margin, on
cither side of any given number, so that an order
given for No. 30s. would be suitably executed
if the actual numbers did not vary more than
from 28s. to 325, and he conceived it was throw-
ing a most oncrous tasi upon the Customs of de-
defining what cannot in practice be defined.
Ml.wh blame had been cast upon the Collector
io]zrl;xsb g:;]x;:r}xl al; bt(l;\; El:zzter, b}\b he thouglit that
ast on him than he re

deserved. uly

The Collector had a duty to discharge
to the Government, and if he h:;d been son;e-
what lax in his discipline, and allowed a certain
qucm(tity of yarn of 30s. to be introduced (in-
) 'to Plece-goods to the extent of 1 :
ib was perfectly obvious that, if the
once adopted, the system would soon be followed

by an‘additional 1) per cent., and after that :
established there would he another 14, a; d“lus
Collector * would in time find 5 or 62;0 ot
excess of finer yarns, 7o would theyp u-ébrblc ell]Jt'
broughf: face to face with the GcnvelmmIL ty .
dereliction of duty, and for exceeding the e
i eding the powers

& per cent.,
practice was
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onferred upon him by the Act. Ifany of them
were in the same position as the Collector,
what other«etion than that taken by him would
they have adopted’? At all events, it was better
that the question sheuld have been taken up by
the Collector, and that the mercantile community
should kuow their position in the matter. 1f the
finances of the country could have afforded it, he
would have said that the best solution of the
difficulty would be the complete abolition of taxa-
tion ; but he assamed that the finances of the
country were not in such a satisfactory position as
to admit of such a thing being done, and he
thought that the next most satisfactory thing
would be the suggestion of the Chairman, that all
grey goods and yarns should be permitted to
enter free.

He next wished to refer to the Factory and
Labour Bill.  He wasnot sure whether the Pre-
sident had referred to it, but he was glad to sce
the position which the Committee had taken up
on -this question. So far as he could gather,
there was no other object for introducing a La-
bour and Factory Bill into India than the fact
that they had such a Bill in England. Ilis own
conviction was that the less Government inter-
fered between employer and the employed the
better it would be for all classes. At present, he
was sorry to say, thiﬂ; there seemed to be too
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- e
much interference, too much restriction, too much
support.  The_best support they could have was
the dbsence of interference.

One matter referred to by the Chairman was

that of the Port Trust, and he had listened to-

his observations with much interest. ITe made
sowe caleulations some years ago with reference
to the accuunts of this most important Trust. e
then endeavoured to show that this public body
was deriving a revenue far in excess of what any
public body should derive. Fe saw from the
published accounts that, after paying interest upon
debt and the sinking fund, the Trust had made a
profit of 39 lacs. Now to his thinking, these 39
lacs were taken out of the pockets of the public
unnecessarily, and the income would be sufficiently
large if they were able 1o pay interest upon the

“amount borrowed and liquidate  their debt in 30
years,

The only other point he wished to refer to was
-with reference to the question of the departare
of the mails, He must say that, looking to the
whole correspondence, the labouy and azr,eution
that had been given to the subject by the Com-
ufiﬁtce were very great. They sectmed to have
given a great deal of day-work and night-work
to it, and he regrotted exceedingly if anyorcmm'ks
hc made at the recent, public mecting should have
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heen felt to have thrown any reflection wl.m(:ever
upon the Committee.

‘Mr. G. H. Morison trusted it \voulc.l' .no’c
e deemed presumptuouns in him if 11? Jou}cd
a distinguished ex-president in complimenting
the Chairman upon hi$ addr What appeared
speeially admirable in it was its Lhurough]y‘ com-
mercial and non-political eharacter. Presidents
of the Chamber, as was well-known, were accus-
tomed to favour us with their ownindividual views
on the topics of the day, and their ll‘-LOl‘flllcfEﬂ.\\'ere
received, and deservedly so, \\'ibh,consldelu?ble
atiention. e thought that, to others b'eslde:s
himself, it was a 1;01'19(‘ to find that the President’s
period of office so far furnished ljor §on1zuellt no
questions more burning than, for m?mnce, cotton
and petroleum. e regrotied he still was uua}:le
to follow Mr. Yulein his views upon the action
of the Committee in respect of the mails. The
Committee had pointed out that the period be-
tween Sunday night and  Tuesday might was
insuflicient for preparing owr documents, nnd'. he
could not understand how such a representation
could be said to have justified the Government

in giving us Monday.

He congratulated the Committee upon their.
action in opposing the attempt of the Port Com-
missioners to impose an additional charge on
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shipping, under the plea that the Powder Maga-
zine did not cover its expenses, That the amouxnt
in question (Rs, 5 per vessel) was trifling in itself,
didbut entitle the Committee to the greater thanks
for the vigilance displayed, Unfortunately, it was
not the only such attempt. Those of the Chamber
who were consignees of vesscls, and particularly
of sailing ships, were aware that until 1874
Lloyd’s and the other Registers gave but one ton-
nage for cach vessel, namely, the net or register-
ed tonnage. Up to that date, accordingly, the
Port Commissioners followed the pract’ice of the
Government before them, and charged mooring
hire on the net. Unfortunately for us, in 1874,
Lloyd’s began to state the gross tonnage of ships
as well as the net, and, indeed, they also gave the
builder’s tonnage, and then it scemed to d
on the Commissioners that there was an opening
for raising their fees. Accordingly, without
notice, and without any sort of sanction, the
Commissioners commenced to
hire according to the gross.

‘We all know that in respect of marine ch:
Culcu.tta is th'e most expensive port in the Kash H
]a} steﬁme;‘ \v%mh could cover its marine charges at

ombay for Rs, 635 for i
in any ‘{)ther porgbfg\,'s:l(fl fioril I(‘)‘;? extceedmg o000
not less than Rs, 1 560 Nocz t“‘hl‘:V@? ©

,500. oubt, ‘the excess

cost of visiting Caleutts, was partly due to the

awn

charge mooring

arges

-
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length of tﬁq river ‘and the consequently high
piloting charge, but this circumstance only render-
ed it more incumbent on those administering our *

- Port Trust to keep their fees within the Port it:

sclf as low as possible consistently with efficiency.
Those whose avocations take them on the river
cannot contemplate’ the long line of river wall
with its jetties, sheds, tramways, hydraulic cranes,
floating cranes, steam barges, fire engines, hoppers,
and even steam yachts, without appreciating the
praise bestowed by His Honour the Licutenant-
Governor upon the untiring eneray of the Vice-
Chairman of the trust, but admiration for the
Hausmann of the Hooghly is damped by the
reflection that, when carried too far, these things
cease to be of advantage to a port through their
cost, becoming a burden upon trade. Those
who know Liverpool, with its miles of magnificent
docks and palatial warchouses fitted up with all the
appliances that engineering skill can produce at
the call of capital, will remember also by how °
long a period, in Birkenhead across the Mersey,
the provision for trade anticipated the commerce
it was intended to attract. There docks were not
long agn‘to be seen.whose waters were neverrippled
by the keel of any vessel, whilst the grass grew
between the stones of the dock quays, and the
stmnger‘ wandered through streets and squares of
houses, not only tenantless but unfinished, their
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bare skeletons, windowless and roofless, pointing
the moral of festina lente, In Liverpool itself the
heavy dock charges, necessitated by the lavish
expenditure of the Dock Board, had largely de-
feated the object with which the money wag
spent and had driven away business in lieu of at-
racting it. Mr. Morrison thought, with ‘the
speakers who had preceded him, that the consider-
able surplus amually shown in the port accounts
furnished good ground for o strong representa-
tion to Government, in favour of the reduction of
the port charges, and that the time had come
when any further works for the benefit of those
who should ‘succeed the present generation of
merehants should be provided for Dy loans repay-
able by posterity. The possessors of cash ba-
lances, investments, and property reaching a value
of nearly 1} crore of Tupees, and with an income
of 18 lacs per annum, would find no difficulty in
borrowing on the most, favowrable terms s and but
2 small portion of the annual surplus now shown
would be required to meet ho charges of j nterest,
leaving the balance free to be applied in reduction
of the charges on commeree, instead of
being thrown into the ¥
the red abyss of buick
the chasm of Curtius of old
of the community to receiy
labour,

as now,
awning jaws of iron, and
ks and mortar, which, like
> gaped in the midst
e the fiuits of their
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The Chairman’s motion was then put and car-
ied unanimously.
nc'(ll‘he Chai;ma{x then proposed and .Mr.’J. W.
O'Keefe seconded :—* That the Committec’s con-
ditional election of Messrs. Edmands Brothers
and Co., and of Messrs. Sigg, Sultzer i.nd Co.
as members of the Chamber be confirmed.

The proposal was unanimously f)onﬁrmed.

Mr. H. B. H. Turner gave notice that at th(i
next genernl meeting of the (.:}hfmmber he \vouI't
move an amendment of the existing schedule u;
regard to the tonnage n.m:?surement of balle'slo
cotton, jute, and other similarly ’packod articles,
which according to the Chamber’s schedule :v..ui
50 cubic feet to the ton, whereas by goneral
custom and agreement 5 bales not excecding 52
cubic feet constituted the measurement ton.

Mr. Turner was of opinion that the schedule
should be in conformity with the custom of t.'.he
port, and that the proposed amandment, of \v}nch
he now gave notice, was necessary Fo protect ,b }oiz
who, ignorant of the cu§t0m, might enter 1:1
agrcements for the loading of vessels upon the
Ctimmber’s schedule, which agreemer{ts. as the
schedule stood, would be fouljul 1mpr:uct'1mblc,

The mecting terminated with a unanimous vote
of thanks to the Chairman.

Ho. W. I. WOO0D,
h Secretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Report of the Committee for the half-year
- - ended 31st October 1880,

i Tue Committee submit their Report on the
| principal subjects which have had {heir attention
during the past half-year.

IMMPORT DUTY ON COTTON COODS.

| Members of the Chamber are aware of the
; great trouble and anxiety which the action of the

Collector of Customs has caused to importers
Ve - of cotton goods coming under the duty-free de-
’ nomination.  The correspondence given below
shows the position the Committee have talken up
in this matter, and they are.glad to record that
their views generally have been accepted by the
Bengal Government, A recent communication,
however, from the Government of India to the
local Government, while in some respects satis-
factory, still leaves the ground. open for future
disputes ; and the C ittee propose addressing
the Government of India on the subject.




2
From Chamber to the vaermnent o Beng;xl.

Caloutia, 21st September 1880,

The Comunittce of the Chamber of Commerce desire me Lc;
address you on the subject of the Sea Customs Act No VIIT
of 1878, aud of the' Notification No. 59 of 13th ~‘Mz\rch
1879, the working of which has become so intolerable that
departmental orders are absolutely nece:
?he injustice which is being done to 1
Importes of cotton goods,

The Act,
smootlily,
gencies wl

ssary to prevent
nanufacturers and

though found at fust to work comparatively
c'oul(l not he expected to provide for contin-
hich have arisen under that notification, and its
penal clauses could not have been desigued to ;neol all
cases \‘\'llich might subsequently occ\:r* and thel‘efo‘le
large diseretionary pover ywas vested in th; Collector,
There seems, however, to L o tendency on the part of
. the Customs officials to suspect all Lancashire mz\nulf):;clnr-
ers of endez\vouxiug to defraud th revenue ; there mu
be dishonest manufacturers, bug fhe Committée den llni
A great majority doserve to be s0 considered 'J'oy ""t
with the tame penalty those ‘ “Sl
mere fractional Percentage of
attempt to defraud s ohy
latter case the fu] pen

052 cloth shows a
; fine yarus, and tose whose
Ious, camot be justified : i fhe
alty may justly be iufi i
e ey justly be inflicted, but in
'e Ell:er tlv\e penalty of Paving duty on the whole invoice
would be an’extreme punishmeny, for the irregul
3

Any one conversant w
cotton mill must kuow
mixed ;

larity.

ith the internal economy of o
€ops of yarn may get
eye cannot tell the
yefre¢ weft, without

how easily
and as the most. experienced
difference between dutiable and dut

3

such close examination as is impracticable without seri-
ously impeding the work of the loom, it may well be that
a portion of the finer counts might get woven into the
cloth without (ielcction.. Again, coutignous rows of looms
might be at work on different cloths, and the weaver to
save himself the trouble» of goingto the cop room for a
fresh supply, might, when near closing time, take a cop
from his neighbow’s basket to finish up with. In various
other ways, and unknown to the manufacturer, a slight.
admixture occurs, and the consequences, under the pre-
sent ru]iﬁg 'of the Customs, are that instead of a fine,
proportionate to the merits of the case, the manufacturer
is liable to the entire confiscation of his goods. The
Committee submit that no such penalty could possibly be
intended to -apply to mere acts of inadvertence or of
accident ; for if so, what, they ask, could be intended as
ishment on iction of delil frand ?

The following instances of the working of the Adt, as
interpreted by the Customs anthorities, will be sufficient
to show tlie nature of the lardships complained of.

5 hales per Steamer ¢ Discoverer,” each bale containing
100 pieces=500 pieces 28-in. 24 yards 4ib. Grey T.
Cloth, - )

One bale containing 100 pieces was examined by the
Customs (the other four bales having been previously
delivered to buyers), and 24 picces only were alleged to,
contain yarn finer than 80s, the remaining 76 pieces
heing passed as all vight.

According to the certificate farnished by the Custons,
the 24 pieces are said. to -coutain fine weft, in patches,
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varying from 8 iuches to 4 yards in each - piece, none of
the pieces being entirely. made of fine weft,

ATnkiug 2 yads as. ihe average of fiae yarnsin eacl
piece, the total length would be 240 yards, on which the
duty would have amounted to about 7 annas altogether,

Ten leas were tested by the wrap-reel at the Custo‘m
House, one lea of over 30s, and one len of under 80s
yurnl, from cach of five different picces with the following
results :— ’

. len, 1len, 1
Fine weft wrapped 325-335 835-34s Tig

. 1lea. 1lea, 2 leps, 1 e
Coarse weft wrapped ~ 2§g 255-26s 205 278-2;5

A fine was imposed of Rs, 1,000, and the bale was con-

fiscated, but, was ye-pu o
Purchased for Rs, i
e PP or Rs, 250, mzflu.n‘= a total

The following threq

cases relat . r
manufacturer . ® o gools fom one

Case o, 1—Ten bales ex Str. “Coun,

so — setlor,” each
containing 400 pairs 9% yards Grey Dhooties, ’ .

One bale ‘was Tetained at, and tyy,

the Custom House. Sy, o ey e to

t en bales had hee i
o ) Ad - been  delivered
‘:,112 t:::;m: wgefn the Colleetsrs Application for (heTn
4 ved.  Of 260 pairg i i
* % contain 55 yards of ﬁnlt)e wene L0 were e
. 'Ctasa No. 2—0ne bale ex Sty
AiIng 400 paiyg 9% yar N
Yards Groy . Dhooy i
4 s, refa
;I:] C;;;obm House, Ope hundreq Ppairs wel': r:;:::?de?l‘
16 were «foypg i "
rong to contain fine wefy Apparently

“City of Khios” cop.

5

Case No. 3.—Six bales ex Str. “Mira,” 5 containing
each 400 pairs, and one 374 pairs 9% yards Grey Dhooties.

One bale was retained at the Custom Housel; five
bales had been delivered into the bazar when the Collec-
tor’s application for them was reccived. On examination
of the one bale retained, “several piecés” were “found
to contain yarn finer than 80s which, on testing by the
wrap-reel, proves to range from 36s to 39s.

The results may be summarised as follows :—
Caso No. 1, Gase No. 2, Caso No. 8

WNo. of yards in invéico e 38,000 3800 22,568
» » » examined w2470 950 *
» w » alleged to be woven -
. with fine weft .. b 7 *
Percentage of fine weft to total weft 2} 8 *
w wow weoth 1 2 *
»- penalty t0 amount of duty
loviable on fine weft  ....100,000 57,218 *
Amount of duty leviable on fine *
weft - Rs. 28 As 127 *
Value of the goods - w5000 Rs. 450 Rs. 2,516
- Penalty inflicted e 2,500 ,, 450, 1425
Consisting of—TFino w 1,000 w w1000
Confiseation ... 1500 , 450 , 495
Possible gain to the manuface
turer if the fine weft wero
86s instead of 305 ., 8s. 43d. 1s. 3d.
» if 40s. fnstead of 305, Bs. 8}d. 2. 1d.

* Not aseertainod.

Affidavits were produced to prove that the manufac-
turer bad bought specifically sufficient 30s woft to com-
plete the goods, and that 80s were not required for any
goods concurrently in process at his mill. Therefore the
presumption, amounting almost to certainty, is that the 305
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supplanted by finer weft in the penalized goods were incor-
porated in goods on which duty has been paid. In this
" case it is obvious that the revenue has not suffered,. nor
the manufacturer benefited even to the infinitesimal
extent possible on the assumption of fraudulent intent.

The following imaginary cases ate submitted to fllus-

- trale the inequality which arises under the Collector’s”

. treatment of “all eases alike ” :—

A. Obe hundred Dales, value Rs. 20,000, 99 of which
have been delivered into the bazar before the detection of
3 per cent. of fine weft.

B. The same, but no bales delivered,

C. Five bales, value Rs. 1,000, none delivered ; one *

per cent, of dutiable weft detected,
A. B.. C
Value of consignments .., Rs. 20,000 20,000. 1,000
Duty leviable on fine weft.. , 30 30 'S Ans.
Penalty inflicted .« 1,200 21,000 2,000
Consisting of—Fine ,, 1,000 1,000 . 1,000
Confiscation ,, 200 20,000 1,000
Percentage of penalty to
amount of duty leviable
on fine weft ey 4000

70,000 4,00,000

Tn regard to these instances the Committeo draw special
attention to the exceedingly small proportion of fine yarns
found in each parcel, and to the fact that the incorpora-
tion of this finie yar in tho cloth conld not have saved
the manufacturer anything in the cost of the goods, and
also to the absurdly small amount of 1
be laviable if the wl
chargeable with dut,

duty which would
hole yardage of fine, yarng was niade

7

When the C in a late corresp with-the
Collector of Cu’sto'ms, (as per copy annexed,) agreed
with him that an.unqualified declaration ought to be made
Dby the importer, they added that satisfactory explanations
should be held sufficient to remit the responsibility at-
taching to wrong declarations’; and the Collector promis-

ed to deal leniently with cases where it was clearly: shown.

that mis-description” or mis-statement was purcly the
result of clerical error or inadvertence; but instead of
carrying out his promise he interprets the Act in its most
rigorous sense.

Much stress is laid by-the Collector on the Chamber’s
expressed concurrence in his view as to the obligations of
importers. The Committee repeat that all proper-means
for the careful protection of the Customs revenue are
essential ; but they must at the same time disclaim any
intention of conutenaucing an absolute forfeiture of pro-
perty except in proved cases of deliberate wrong-doing.

The above and similar cases,.the Committee respectfully- -

submit, should Dbe classed as inadvertences they are
clearly the -result of ignorance, of want of care, or of
laziness on the part of a factory hand; and to make
merchants or manufacturers responsible for such faults of
a workmai to the extent of the whole value of the goods
is, the C submit, an application of the law
which was not intended, and which cannot he suppoxtec]
with any show of justice, .

The Collector has said that, as in no case has there
been any ground for supposing that the merchant here
has acted otherwise than boind fide, hic must in fuirness
deal with all cases on the samg lines ; butit seems to the
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Committee that the object of Ica’vh!g _such large dis.
cretionary power in his hands was that lie should exereiso
it when necessary. In acting as he has done, the Collec-
.. torhas lost sight of the ohject he states he had in view,
wviz,, to avoid inequalities in the penalties imposed, for
e has confiscated all goods, whether the proportion of fine
yams was found to be 100 per cent. or the fiaction only
of 1 per cent. .

Hitherto it has been assumed that the manufacturer
can be held responsible, and tliat the importer will be
ablé without difficulty to recover from him, but the case
has not yet been tried, and it is by no means certain that he
can be so held respousible.  Be that, however, us it may,
the C think that the L shi is
as much entitled to protection as the importer himself,

The Committee trust that o complete investigation will
be made of the whole subject, with a view to a refund of
the fines ‘which, in their opinion, have been unjustly im-
posed, as well as of the value of all goods confiscated.
Meanwhile they hope that orders will bo issued to the
Customs authorities to exercise the discretion which they
Dossess, and to apportion the penalty in cach case as it
arises-according to the nature of the- offence, and  therely

pu.t an end to the wholesale confiscation which is now
“going on,

From Collector to Chamber,

“No. 1494, 3rd May 1880.

T have the honor ts request that you will ask the

or me with an expression

Comumittee of your Chamber to fay

9

of their opinion ns to the best means of overcoming e

difficulty which has arisen between mysell and certain
d

p of grey*cotton piece-g:

2. By a notification which appeared in the Caleutta

- Qagette of 2nd April, the Chief Customs authority, under

the power given by Section 86, Act VIIL, 1878, ordered
that in the case of cotton piece-goods claiming free entry
the bill of entry should contain a declaration to the effect

. that the goods contained no finer yarn than 30s.

3. Since it has been discovered that goods so declared
(on the faith of certificates furnished by the manufacturer
or factor) are frequently found to contain much finer yarns
in larger or smaller proportions, importers have been
introducing into their declarations qualifying terms, such
a8 ““to the best of our knowledge and belief,” or “should
the goods prove to contain finer yarn we are to pay duty
under protest.”

4. Apurt from the legal aspect of the case, which I
do not propose now to discuss, it will at ouce be evident
that such a declaration conveys in itself that there is at
least & doubt iu the mind of the importer that his goods
are not entitled to free entry. Under such citcumstances,
protection of the Govern-
on of a parcel of goods
must nevitably be most searehing. This would, in my
opinion, lead to mueh annoyance and loss to the importer
himself, and cause great delay in the Custom House to
the inconveuience of the public- generally, for if such
‘declarations are accepted generally, aud the entire onus of
the - question of free or dutiable goods is thrown on the

: 2

and with a view to the necessar

ment Revenue, the exami
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Appralsing Departinent, there cannot bt result greal de. Act, the inconvanient consequences ave clearly attribu-
liy bothiu respect of cotton goods as wéll as of general table to his own neglect ; if he suffers by the misrepre-
merchandize. ‘ séntations of others he has his remedy against them ;

5 inion 1] . in either case it appedrs to the Committee that it is

5. I am therefore of ‘opmm'n that §||cll qualified decla- : 22: ,mxz::st‘;ableeand I;,ll?.ope,- that the Government revenue
rations from a commercial point of view are undesirable, Y *
as-importers, under the latter clause of Section 29, Act | N sha\I'Id be carefully profeoted; .
VIIL, 1878, have every facility for ascertaining what yarns ’ . Whilst giving this opinion, the Committee desire to
their goods are made of, and that an importer should | . remind you that, in making declarations, mistakes, such
take ordinary precantions to protect himself from the . - as clerical errors, may frequently occur through no fault
penaities of mis-description, and [ should be glad to know of the importer or of the manufacturer, and in such cases
if the Chamber of Commerce has miiy reason to dissens they hope that any satisfactory eplanation given will be
f{om the view I have taken, held sufficient to remit the responsibili hing to such
B T ehall be obiged by the avor of an early reply. rrong declarations.

o From Collector to Chamber,—
From Chamber to the Collector of Customs,

No. 1613, 13th May 1880.
Caleutta, 11¢h May 1880.

he Comumittee of the Chamber of Commerce have hatl T have the honor to “flf"l"‘lledg“ ecipl of your letter
under consideration your lotter No, 1494 of the Sud fr. £ of the T1th fustan, for which 1 am obliged.
‘stanty and they direot me to express their concur,

. rence in 2. T fully recognise the importance of the opinion ex-
the view you tako of the subject brought to notioe. :

pressed in your last paragraph, and am always prepared
to deal lenicatly with cases where it is clealy shown that
mis-deseription or mis-statement is purely the result of
clerical error or inadvertence.

They are of opinion that
any deseription should be f
clare ats character, qu
should be no necessity

an importer of merchandise of
 position to specifically de-
ality, and value, and that there

for any qualified declaration; except } »

nl:nler exce.ptio?:\l circamstances, such a5 the inadvertent ! From GD?M‘n'm?"t. of Bengel 'lo Chd?nbm.,_
absence of invoices, or certificates, or, other requisite means No. 6511, Darjecling, the 25th September 1880.
o Soetly dosr " e coutents of packages fu b . I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
of ‘entr packages in bills g ceipt
v : letter, dated the 21st Scptember 1880, with its enclo-
.If nn'lmpnrter.fnih to adopt ordinary Précautions to sures, representing’ the hnrdsh.ip to which manfacturers
P’O‘“ﬁh'mmf“gmnﬂ'ﬂwp,enal provisions of ghe Customs . * and importers of colton -piece-goods are subjected,
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by the arbitrary application of the penal clauses of the
Sea Customs Act VIIL of 1878, by the Customs authori-
ties, in.cases coming under the notification of the Govern-
ment of India No. 59 of the 13tk March 1879,

Tu reply, T am to forward, for the information of the
Chamber of Commerce, the- Accompanying copy of a
Resolution, dated the 24th September 1880, by this
Goveroment, on the subject, and to say that it was fssued
before. the ‘recnipt at hend-quartors of yonr letter under
acknowledgment, The Chamber il observe that the
Lieutenant-Governor has held that the penalties of con-
fiscation and fine need only be im
but that duty is leviable in cases where the requirements,
of the Government of Tdia Notification of 13th March‘
1879 are not fully complied with,

posed in exireme cases,

RESOLUTION
ReaD the following ;. ‘

L Letter from Messrs, Williamson Drothers, without
date, received on the 26th June 1980, o
against an order of the Board of Revenue, con-
fitming an order of {he Collector of Cufz’lom*I
fl}z\ltun:\, confiseating certain cotton niece»f'OO(lS,
imported by the appellants, ) N

, appealing

2. Letter from the Board ‘
ard of R e, N
dated 22nd Ju) oring
’ going,
3. Endorsement from the G

! 0. 560B,
ly 1880, reporting on the fore-

"0 Bovernment of India, in the

;)]apmtment of Finance anq Commerce, dated
)

st July 1880, forvarding, for disposal, a

letter from Messrs,(‘Cazlislcs," Nephews & Co,

|
i
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dated ‘the 17th July 1880, appenling against
the orders of the Bomnd: in a similar case to
the abpve.

4. Letter from the' Board of Revemue, No. 634B,
dated the 31st August 1880, reporting on the
foregoing. T .

Letter from Messis, Williomson Rrothers, dated
the 6th August 1880, in continuation of . their
former representation (No, 1 above.)

6. Letter from the Board of Revenue, No. 714B,

dated 18th September 1880, with refereuce to
the foregoing.

Y

7. Letter from Messrs. Carlisles, Nephews & Co,, dated

- 9th September 1880, in continuation of their -

former representation (No, 3 above).

Unspir the Government of Tudia Notification, No. 59
of the 13th March 1879, certain descriptions of cotton grey
piece-goods, “shown to the satisfaction of the Customs
Collector, whose decision shall be final, to be ‘of the di-
meusions, weights, counts and quantities now generally
kuown under those descriptions, and fo contain no yarn
of « ligher nwmber than 30s” were exempted from
import duty.

2. By section 29 of the Customs Act, every importer
is bound to state in his bill-of-entry ¢ the real value,
quantity, and -description of the goods imported by him,
to the best of his knowledge and belief,” and must “ sign
a declaration of the truth of such'statement at tho foob
of such bill” The Collector has; under the same section,
power to require the production of any invoice or other
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document whereby the real value, quantily, or deserip-
tion of the goods can e ascertaived, and to call upon
the importer to furnish any information in his possession
relative to these points. But if the importer declares
that he is unable, from want of full information, to state
the real valueor contents of any case, package, or parcel
of goods, then the Customs Collector is hound to permit
him, previous to the oniry thereof, to open the goods and
examive the contents in presence of an officer of Cus.
tores, after which the importer must, under the first part
of the section, fill in his own bill-nllenu'y. The Customs
authorities are in no way respousible for, and ought not,

under any circumstauces, to aceept, the res;
for the correct filling in of the bill
is to check the statements in

satisfy themselves, by evidence or by examination, that
the particulars given by the importer are correct, and to
assess duty or grant free passes accordingly,

pousibility
-of-eutry.  Their duty
the bill-of-entry, and to

3. Under section 86 of the Act, the Board of Reve-
nue, as the chief Customs
preseribe in respect of any
particulars, in addition to th
as they may

authority, are empowered to
€lass of goods such additional
ose spucified i section 29,
think it necessaty to have ju the bill.of-
entry ; aud under seetion 167, clause g7 ® and (o), i
it be found that the coutents of sy package have been
wrongly described in the bill-of-eut:y (ag drawn up with
reference to section 86), whether-as regards the denomiua-
tions, characters, or conditions according to which such
goods are chargeable with duty ;- or if (he couteuts of
such packages have beeq mis-stated in regard- to. sort
quality, quautity, or value, and sycly éircm;sm'nce is not
- .
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acconnted.for to the satisfaction of the Customs Co]}ec-
tor, ‘the ‘packnges and goods are liable 'Lo cfmﬁsca.hou,
and every person concerned in the offence is liable to a
penalty mot exceeding Rs. 1,000. . In the case of piece-
goods claiming free entry under the Government of India
;obiﬁca(iou of the 13th March 1879, the Board h:.we
ordered, under section 86, that there must be a spef:xﬁc
declaration in the bill-of-entry that the gooS{s Acontmued
no yarn of a higher number than 30s. This is cle‘urly
an order that the Board were legally empowered to give ;
and that it was, under the circamstances of. tbeApiece-goods
market, a proper order, appears to be admitted by the
Chamber of Commerce, to whom the Collector of Customs
referred the point. The Chamber of Commerce wrote—

“They are of opivion that an impn.rfer of mercl{audise
of any description should be in a position to specifieally
declare its character, quality, and value, and that there
should be no necessity for any qualified declaration, except
under exceptional such as the inad: te
absence of invoices or certificates, or other requisite
means of correctly describing the contents of pnc]fng&q
in bills-of-entry. If an importer fails to adopt ordinary

precautions to protect himself against the penal provi-
sions of the Customs Act, the inconvenient consequences
are clearly attributable to his own neglect : i{ he suffers
Dy the misrepresentations of others, he has his renvnedy
against them; but in either case, it appoars to the Com-
mittee that it is only reasonable and proper that the
Government revenue should be carefully protected.”

4. Strictly speaking, the Customs Collector is bnun—d
to satisfy himself, before any imported goods leave his
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custody, - either that they are really duty-free, or that they
bave been properly assessed to.duty under the Tariff

Act. But in order to meet the convenience of the firms .

tmdl,lg in piece-goods, the practice has been to allow
the importer, upon his making the declaration in his bill
of-entry that the goods coutain no yarns of higher number
¥ g

:}han 305, to remove at once, without inspection, all the
fnles ?{ the consignmeit covered by the bill, with the
excephmvv of one bale, selected at random, which is ke t
for examination, The importer, .
agrees in fact to stand by the resy
Of. the specm\fen bale. If this is found to correspond
vtvnth the description in the bill-of-entry, "
.:|ngnmrer:]t 15 passed free without further question, 1f
By of the pieces in the bale are f ’

i 2 ound to contain £
X o the ne
yarn, the importer is requested to return for further

examination the bales alrey ere fi f
already delivered. 1t f q ly
ed. equent];
happens, lowbever, that the Importers have already made
these over to buyers, and i ret
hy arenot in a position fo re urn

for his own convenience,
llts of the examination

the whole con-

5 In the cases of the appellants
many other similar cases, the exami g
bales has resulted the discm‘zer “‘;‘“'}
Patehes, varying in length from a [e\: s
yards, made of yary of higher e
some insmnces, whole piecesamade
been discovered, The Customs

and recently in
n of the test-
eces containing
es to over 38
uumbers than s, In
of such finer Yara have
v cousidering,
been mis-
:\'n 30s, has usuilly
in his Possession,
option of taking

17

delivery on payment of a fine, and called upon them to
return for examination the bales removed by them. On
their failure to retnrn  these, a fine under section 167,
clause 37, has been ipflicted as a sort of set-off, the
reasonable presumption being that these bales also would
have been linble-to confiscation, .

6. On behalf of the appellants it is urged that th
occurrence of small patches of finer weft in duty-free
piece-goods is entirely the result of accident ; that when
goods of different wefts are being woven in the same
shed, it is quite possible for some of the © cops” of finer
yarn to get mited up with the coarser; that this care-
Jessness s no advantage to the manufacturer, as it ivjures
the uniform character of his goods, and hie only gets the
price of ccarse material for the piece into which the fine
yarn is woven. It is further argued that the penalty. of
confiscation is only intended for cases of undoubted fraud,
and that the Customs authorities ought to determine,
before the completion of the hill-of-entry, whether goods
are cutitled ‘to be admitted duty-free, so as to give the
importer certainty in fillivg up his bill-of-entry.

7. On the other hand, the Customs authorities hold
that if they, -for the convenience of the trade, relax the
system of examination of goods, they must, for the. pro-
tection of the revenue, retain in their hands a strong
deterrent against abusc of the advantage, and be allowed
to inflict appreciable penalties in cases of detected mis-
description. In the cases under notice it is admitted that
the importer here is not to blame, the misdescription
heing given on the faith of the advices and invoices of
he home manufacturer. Tlence the Customs authorities
are always ready to give the importer certificates, in

= 3
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eases of confiscation, upon which he can ‘and in some
inslances has recovered from the manufacturers, It iy
sho\rp that under section 167, clanse 37 (b) and (e}, the
Collector hus not to decide wpoy the futention of (e
person wiangly describing the goods.  Confiscation may
be iuflcted a5 penaliy -for misdeseription, whether
arisiug fiom fiaud or carelessness. The case of Mohen.
dro Nath Dutt appears to have been treated by the
Customs authorities as a kind of test-case. It was referred
by the Collector to experts in the trade, and o copy of
their report is attached o this Resolution. 1t is now
stated that the total amownt, of five weft in this case 1w
10§ yards to a bale of 2,000 yards,
fiscation been imposed as a penalty where the amount
of ad{nixtu.le bas been less thau ghis, It must also be
bome in wipd, with reforence to the question of (he
nm|1ufa0h}ret’5 intentions, that the Customs
are nob in a position to judge of (he
.on their behalf, that the amount of admisture.is in many
1||st{||1ces .so large :u.to mike it quite impossible t:>
attribute it to anything byt
{::lr:‘:eufu)c‘.‘.:elglssn?Ss; afnd that it is by no means impro-

¢ intention may be fo teg the character
of the Customs examination, with a yigy to ing n
dutinble goods hereafter. Ciroumstances l.rwpm"~)g "
at times which make this Ju5 su f;sui; R
but wmessonable, and it is 2 contipger il e
toms authorities must at least beat in} mi' 1 IK‘I e
facturer, knowing well (] T -

he orders of the Tpg;
e | : ndi
ment, is bound to exercise due care in his

and though it may pe unfortunate t,
be renched tnough the importer, o ot
to the Customs authorities here '

as
In no case has cou-

authorities

intention or the grossest

an Govern-
manafacture ;
at e shonld ouly
lier course is opon

and it is urged,’

i
1
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8., On considering all the facts and arguments, the
Licutenant-Governor feels bound to decide that the Cus-
toms Collector ayd Board of Revenue have been techuni-
cally and legally right, in their procedure throughout.
The importer is bound to make an unqualified declaration
in his bill-of-entry. The Customs Collector is not at
liberty to decide, before entry, whether goods are free or
dutiable.  Confiscation aud fine may be imposed for
misdescription, without there heing any positive proof
or even suspicion of fraud. But, at the same time, the
Lieatenant-Governor does not think that it is necessary
or desirable to impose severe penalties as a matter of
course in every case, such as those now under notice. The
Revenue can be sufficiently protected by other means.

9. If importers wish lo sec the preseut system of
quick delivery on the faith of an unqualified declaration
in the bill-of-entry and the subseq ination of a
test-bale maintained, they must consent to stand by the
results of the examination of that bale, and must make
such arrangements with the manufacturers as will secure
them from loss by mistakes or otherwise. If, then, the
sample bale is found to contain any admixture of fine
yam of higher numbers than 30s, ‘the goods are, both
under the terms of section 21 of the Act and of the
‘Government notification of 13th March 1879, undoubt-
edly liable to duty, and the whole consignment which that
bale represents ought o be charged with duty. In the
Lieutenant-Governor's opiniou it would, in ordinary cases,
De quite sufficient to assess the goods as dutiable. The
penalties of confiscation and fine should be reserved for
those cases in which the admixture of fine yarns is so
great as to warrant the inferencs of bad faith or gross care-
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lesstiess. The Lieutenant-Governor is disposed to hold that,
if the amount of fine yaru iu the bale is over 2 per cent,,
or if an entire piece of fine material is discovered, the case
calls for the infliction of some penzlty, though not neces-
sarily the full penally allowed by section 167, clause 57.
The Collector should insist on*the payment of duty as o
matter of course, and inflict penalty with 1eference o all
the circumstances of the ease, using a just discretion

10. The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that the Board
of Reveoue should now pass fresh orders in the cuses
under appeal, ju accordance with the principles laid down
in the’ foregoing- paragraph, and they are at liberiy o
decide any similar vepresentations iu the same way,
They can remit any pewaltics alreadyimposed where these
are ot in hatmony with the oulers now passed.  1f fon.
Pporters ate not satisfied with (his artangement, they can
leave their consignments for examination hefore delivery
In noooxdnes Wit the stier requiremonts of (g Jor.
The Collector would of conrse in that case,
any admisture of fine ¥
bales of that consignment,
further demur,

ORDER —Oudered that a copy of 1pis Resolution Lo
forwarded to the Board of Revey
guidance. and communication (o ()

Also that & copy be forwayde
Nephews & Co, and Messis, W
 ence to their letters quoted a¢ |

, on discovering
examine all the
wnless duty were paid without,

A i a bale,

nue for information ayd
e Collector of Customs,
d 1o Messis, (

' arlisles,
illiamson Brothers, with refer-

the heading of the R i

! 4 esolution,

Also 1}mz a.copy, with copies of tl?e Board’s letters
_qunted' "f the headﬁng, be submitieq to the Government
of India, in the Department of Finance and Commerce,
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Report on Mohendro Natl Dutt’s case, drawn up by
Customs Collecler and signéd by ewperts.

ON receipt of the Board’s order, Mohendro Nath Dutt
was requested to attend at ‘the Custom House, and on
doing so was allowed toselect a picce of cloth for
examination. The ymn was unravelled, and sealed up
in the presence of himself or persons chosen by him, By
some chance he had selected a picee in which all except
a very.insignificant portion of the yam was undonbtedly
80s. This led toa striet exmination of all the 50 pieces
in the bale, and it was discovered that 14 pieces out- of
the 50 were clemly woven of yam, in some places 305
and in others of much finer yam, which would at once
disqualify them for fice entry, and portious of the latter
were. also unravelled. 1 then requested Messrs. Craik,
of Williamson Brothers, and O’'Kcefe, of Kettlewell,
Bullen & Co., gentlemen whose character is beyond ques-
tion, to attend at the Custom House' on Mouday, 24th
November, at which time Mohendro Nath Dutt accom-’
paniéd by Mr. Turnbull, also an impartial and skilled
expert of similar character, were present. These gentle-
men saw the yam which had been unravelled from the
piece selected on behalf of Molendro Nath Dutt tested
by the wrap-reel, and, as I have said before, it was found
tobe of 30s. These geutlemen also examined the pieces

-of cloth in which there was a misture of yarn of 305,

aud yaros fner than 305, and yarn of the latter descrip-
tion uvravelled from these cloths ; and the introduction ,
of the yarn finer than 80s, and the fineness - of the yarn
was so unmistakable and clearly defived, that they ex-
pressed themselves perfectly satisfied, without resorting
to the test of the wrap-veel, that the cloths were not sucl
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as could come in under the designation of goods coutain-
ing. no yaru finer than 30s, and that the yarus were much
fiver thau 30s.  Mr. Turnbull was inclined to think
that, the- introduction of the finer yaun (in the cwtreme
case amounting to three yaids two feet in 38} yards)
was not necessarily intentiovial or wilfal, Messis. Craik
and O'Keefe were not propmaed to go s far, considering

that the amount of carelessness in manufacture  was
violently improbuble and most discreditable to the manu-
facturer. T have shewn this statement of facts to these
gentlemen, and they have cetified to its correctness,

W. CRAIK,
Sigaed by < J. W. O'KEEFE,
R TURNBULL,
The 244k November 1879, :

From Chamber to the Government of Bengal.

Caleutta, 56k October 1880.

I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber

of Commerce to-acknowledge the veceipt of your fetter

No. 631, dated 25h Septenber, with copy of 4 Resofa.

tion on the subject of the working of the Sex Customs

Act VIIL of 1878, in comnection with the Notification
No. 59 of the 13t March 1879

The Commitiee observe wiph satisfaction that the -
Lieutennut-Governor, although jutying fhat
provisions of the Act the Collector of Guego,
Board of Revenue have been tochnicail,
iu the procedure agy
that the penalties of fine and eou
imposed in extreme cases H

under the
ns and the
2  and legally vight
st which they appealed, has ruled
fiscation need ouly bo
H:m Houor seems,

however,

i
{

ISR
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to hold that duty should be levied in all cases where goods
are found to contain any admixture of yarn finer than
3055 that if the amount of light yar in a bale is over
2 por cent, or if an exgire picce of fine matorial s dis-
covered, there should further be the jufliction of a fine,
and that cases warranting the inferences of bad faith .o
gross carelessness should be visited by the extreme penal-
ties of fine and coufiscation.

The Committee hope to he able to convince the Lieute-
nant-Governor that this ruling, although to an important
extent modifying the iutolerable hardships of “which they
complained, will sill vesult in great injustice Leing dono
to importers or manufacturers, who, under it, must often
suffer more ov less severely from the rosults of pure ac-
cident which no amount of care conld prevent.

The Collecter of Customs has put much stress upon
an opinion expressed by the Committee, that an Im.pm't(‘r
should be in a position (except under esceptional ciream-
stances) to specifienlly ‘declare the character aud quul»lty
of his merchandise, but unfortunately the qualifying
clause at the end of the letier from which the quotation
has been given, and liis own reply, have apparently been
lost sight of. E

The letter in question ended with the following para—
“ Whilst giving this opivion, tha’ Commitice desire me
“to remind you that, in making declarations, mistakes,
“such as clerical errors, may frequently occur’ through no
«fault of the importer or of the manufacturer, and in
«such cases they hope that any satisfactory explauation
“given will he lield safficiont {o remit the responsibility
“::lmchiug to such wiong (Lec]amtions"’
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And in reply, the Collector wrote =T fully recognise
“the importance of the opinion expressed in youralmt
“;??mgmph, aud am always prepared fo deal lenientfy

s where it is clearly shown that mis-deseription
fatemeut is purely the result of clerical error
““or inadvertence.” '

. . o
those with which the Collector has recently dealy had
come under the notice of the Committee, and they could
hardly have foreseen that such were 1ik

At the time of giving this opinion, no such cases

ly to occur,

otherwise they would have considered it requisite to quali-

fy, in a more d

ua ed mamer, their opinion in regmd
to the importe

duty to declare the character of his
goods, and the necessity for the Collector

to use a wi
diseretion. *

The Collector,

‘ however, did this bimsels, for the word
“ inadvertence,” I

tence,” which he has used, would certainly apply
fo most of the cases ia which he las lutely uflicted  tha
fullest pennlties which the luw permriteed, even had thoey
cases been of deliberate and proved frand

i The Act provides that when the fmporter is unable,
from want of fy}] iufom\:\llon, to state the real value m:
;::]:n‘fs of any case, the Coliector ‘is bound to permit
cuute'u(s iu the presence of an ofﬁceid;f (;‘:xs:m‘:”n?rtlh'e
permission, however, becomes of little or n "7“"~~ o
by accident a sual} admixture of .
s way into the cloth, bee
escape the eye of )0 imp
subsequently 1y
to be presen 4

Previons (o the enry {0

alue when
fine ‘yarn has found
s the mistake might easily
s pr‘o-r:;:‘ aud yet he discovered
L OPPNser; aud ag this officer has
at this examination, 1) Committee do not
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see why he should not, under such circumstances, then
decide whether the goods are dutiable or free.

Section 167, Clause 37 (b) and (¢), provides penalties
for wiong description or mis-statement in hill-of-entry,
if such is not accounted for’ to the salisfuction of the
Collector ; bt this qualifying clanse has, in vecent pro-
cedure, been entirely iguored, for the system has been
to treat all cases alike—quite irrespective of the circum-
stances and of the explanation given. In the language
no mis-statement to declare goods to

of commerce it i
be made of 80s if the quantity of finer yarn in them
is within the margin which the accidents inseparable from
manufacture render unavoidable.

The Committee Lelieve it to be in the interests of
importers that the present system of quick delivery
should be maintained, and that, they should stand by the
results of the examination of a test bale, and they are
most desirous that the Government revenne should be
carefully protected ; but they maintain that this should
not he at the expease of the importer or manufacturer

whose cloth, unkuown to him, may contain here and
there au accideutal admixture of dutiable yarns,

How this accidental admixture may oceur has been
fully detailed in the Chamber’s letter of 21st September,
and the Committee would ouly add that even the finding
in « bale a whole piece, or pieces, woven entirely with
fine varns does wot necessarily imply that a fraud was
intended, becanse when different kiuds of goods are being
packed in the same warehouse it has ot unfreguently
happeued that they have got mixed ; but in such cases
the Collector should have~no difficulty in determining
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whether the circumstances were accidental or otherwise,
The Committee cannot press tco strongly the fact, that
to be of auy benefit to the manufacturer in cheapening
the cost of his cloth, the admistute of fine Jarng mus:
be of an important extent, and that even then he runs
the xisk of gettiug the clotl rejected by the purchaser at
liome, who of comse will not willingly receive goods of
irregular or thinuer texture than he has contracted for.

In the so-called “test case,” the value of the fine yaru
introduced was about one penny less than the 30s which
it displaced, and only 8} pies duty would have been levia-
bl? on the whole quantity of the finer yarn., The Com-
mitte caunot concur in any opinion which regards hese
trifling irvegularities as mplying fravdulent intent, and
camnot agree: that any moderation has beeu shown which
is based on the assertion that no goods have been confiscat-
ed for a smaller admixtuye,

The Lieutenant-Governor rules that if the sample bhale

is found to contain any admixture of yarn of higher .

numbers than 305, the whole fnvoice. iy
Tiable to duty, both wnder Section 21 of the
the Notification of 15th Mareh 1879
nuling the Collector bas already
following cases which hay
notice of the Committee t—

undonbtedly
Act, and under
5 and under this
taken action in the
e just been bLrought to the

Vega?

contained 18

Case A :—50 bales Grey Rlirtings e 3. 5, «
No. 64l7= 55 picces = 1., )
inches f g et 1 o i ¥

. Lilx: B =26 bales Grey Shintings o g, 5 ¢ Vega.”
08 6567 100 piecas= wds cxamined : e ’

In case A, outof 1,950 yards ex:
appear-that only 1§ inches,

yads evamined :
s

amined it would {hus
025
o 025 pex cent, and in case
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out of 3,000 yards ouly 20 yards 31 inches, or '535 per
ceut. have been found to contain fine yarns : and for this
infinitesimal admixture, the result, btedly, of in-
advertence, the Collector has imposed duty-penalties of
Rs. 547-14-0 and Rs, 284-14-0, respectively ; thus show-
ing that the oiders issued’ by His Houor, although
intended to mitigate the penalties, have actually resulted
in the infliction of a punishment for accidents so unim-
pottant that thoy would before have been passed over.

His Honor is disposed to hold, that if the amount-
of fine yarn in a bale is over 2 per cent, or if an entire
piece made of the finer material is discovered, some
penalty, in addition to duty, is called for ; but the Com-
mittee respectfully urge that in both cases they have
shown that the mistake might be of so purely accidental
a natare as not to call for any punishment,

The penaltics of confiscation and fine in cases war-
.ranting the inference of bad faith are not, the Committee
think, too severe ; but to place gross carelessuess in tho
same categoty as fraud is, they submit, a mistake : gross
carelossuess undoubtedly deserves some  punishinent, but
if the objest he to prevent its recurrence, & mueh less
severe one than confiscation (which is the oxtreme
penalty for fraud) would have an equally gdod effect and
be more suited to the circumstances.

In lusi the Commi respectfully suggest
that some modification of the law or of its interpretation
is 1equired to meet the peculiar circumstances which
bhave arisen ; that the Collector should not be obliged to
insist on the payment of duty as a matter of course, and

that he should be instructed to regulate his penalties
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with reference to all the circumstances of each case, and
to use that just diseretion which His Honor has sugges.
ted, and “which would appear of late to have -boon g9
entirely forgotfen, . '

'l‘lnf:y would, moreover, submit, with 1cference to the
permission given in the 10th puiagraph of the Resolution
to the Board of Revenue to remit any penalties already
imposed, that those orders be made peremptory, and
thut the amounts that have been paid in the s]m’pe of
,duty,y fine, or confiscation should, in all cases where fraud
was evidently never attempted, be returned,

Chamber of Commenrce.

Banchester, 5ih October 1880.

My Lorp MARQUIS—On Lohalf of the 1.
Chamber of Commerco, 1 respectfully beg
to the hardship inflcted. on many of its membeys, Uoth
merchants aud mannfactiness, by the mauner fn which-
the Customs anthorities of Culouttn, have o
past proceeded to carry out the Se
of 1878, in connection v

anchester
to call attention

for some time
a Customs’ Act, No. 8

ith the motification No. 5

omecion 4 . 59 of

]?lzll A}l(\lc}l 1579, which Drovides for the admission free

of ‘duty of grey cotton goods ! Y ‘
grey made 3

than 305 warp and welt, 1 e ot fner

The Directors of i
: s Chamb
veed hardly assute your Loidship tha they I i

g:vj:\"m\\u]; :]mse “ho would Knowingly defrand (he

nent by attempting 1o g ‘

e b S 10 pass as duty free goods not,

mzl;‘i;o elllllﬂlel.l \(;nder the wbove named provixio; or that
g would fuduce them o ;

! " advoeate itigati
e e 0 any mitigation
miglm 1:':“'. lfa\\e\el severe, with which syel, m:\]prfcticeﬁ

visited, but they desire to poiut out that in a

ave no sym-

|
|
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trade of so great detail as thé manufacturing and packing

. of cotton goods, it is impossible always to avoid mistalkes,

and that for were inadvertence it appears to them that
confiscation of the goods or the levying of a fine equal
thereto, is a course of procedure so harsh as not to accord
with the treatment nsmally réceived by the Lnglish people
at the bands of Government.  Tn illustration of ihe
cases to which I refer, and to the liability to slight mis-
takes on the patt of the makers and shippers of cloth,
I beg to hand the accompanying communications from
members of the Chamber of the highest standing sum-
marising instances of the procedure to which I refer, and
regarding which unsuccessful appeals have been made to
the Board of Inland Revenue at Caleutta. The original
documents referred to will be found in that office, but I
shall have pleasure in obtaiuing copies, if desired. Many
of these e already in the possession of the Chamber,
and have been fully considered by a committee specially
chosen for the purpose of investigating the circumstances
connected with the cases in question, which T may further
vemark are only a few of the number reported, On the

perusal of the summarie
venture to thiuk, will share the opinion that there has
been no intention to defraud the Government, and that
the admixture of fine yarus in some pieces has arisen
accidentally from the -fact that the manufacturers were

" at one and the same time making cloths of 50s yarns for

India, and in the sume weaving shed, probably other
cloths very similar in appearance, but of finer yarns,
either to meet a continuing demand for such duty-paying
goods in India, or for shipmeut to China and other East-
eru warkets, In other cases it will be seen, as'instanced

veferred to, your Lordship, T
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in the communication from Messys. Ralli Brothers, thay
whole pieces, probably a fow only, of dutiable goods *
have inadvertently been packed by the ghipper amongst
others intended to pass daty fiee, * It is purticulaly wor.
thy of notice that the admix| are, whether of fine yarns jn
the same piece or of dutiable with duty free goods in the
same package, has been fo so small an extent as, if up-
detected, could haye effected

€0 inappreciable a saving
to the manufacturer or

shipper as would make it not
worthy while his ruuniug the yisk of attempting to defraud.
Lrespectfally beg to submit that even where culpable
" negligence is apparent the requirements of the ease would
be met either by levying the ordinary duty, or in instances
of gross negligence by the imposition of, say  double
duty. I am not wumingful of the difficulties that must
often attend the aulving at a conclusion as to whether
the circumstauces Point to a wilful attempt at frand oi to
accident, and to meet this difficnlty
that a committee of experts should
culta, chosen fiom (L mercantile community as having

special knowledge of tho trade. Such g committee, I
may remak, wa

ab the “iustance of this Chamber, ap-
pointed o assist in (e nboduction of g, Trade Marks’
Act of 1875, with regylrs which, 1 believe, wero alike
satisfactory to the Home Governmen
to the commercial commuaity,
course just wamed for g purpo:
cases of confiseation

T respectfully suggest
be appointed in Cal-

' and, on the whole,
Whilo suggosting: the

5 of fnvestigating the
ivalent fines that bave
wment of pending or
4y be permitted to remind
der foresay the very diffi-
0 far back as Mayel 1878,

already oceurred, and for the settle
immediate cases, T hops I m,
your Lordship that thiy Cham,
culty that has noy arisen g
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j 2 ur
representation on the subject was made to yo

hen 5 o yo
}Ilrash'ip*s then predecessor, the Marquis of Salxsb\?;yf
C.d t is the special desire of the Directors that I avai ]0;_
i
:I“ present opportunity to impress on your Lovdship U .ef
c e o ! .
e‘;mleme desirableness of the-total and early abnl.nl:o:le
the import duties on eotton goods, in favour of which they
tly appealed.
ve so often and so carnes o
]m}elmvc the honour to be, my Lord Marquis, your
ip" ble servant,.
dship’s obedient, hum' )
o B. ARMITAGE,
President.

Tl‘le Most Hon. the Marquis of Hartington, ]
Seeretary of State for India.

From Government of India to the Government (;7/‘

Bengal, No. 3968. Simla, the 3rd Decc?ubm ‘ 1880.

I am directed to acknowledge lee receipt wl?h yoru‘r
endorsement No, 6137, dated 24th ?eptembe‘l 1880, ofa .
Resolution by the Government of Beugal upon fel;l:llu

taints about the action of the Caleutta Custom
o 1 to the customs duty on cotton grey
Howse, m rega piece-goods, and  of
* o 2950-1510., dated 72 Ocober 1550 yuurs:bsequeut*com-
No. 905

dated 26¢h Qotabor 1850,
dated 9tir November 1850, nunications ou the

No. 110

same subject. -

j aint is evy of ful

4. The principal subject of comp]uu“sthelu.\;) |

; riai 4 vhi agn

duty, aud also peualties, on certain goods \\lnch,] 1 )clyl o

. i y higher vumber thay

tain no yarn of a higl

declared to con yarn nher e

30s, were found, on examination, to contain patches
30s, 3 1
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finer yarn. Complnint is also made of the extent to which
partial tests have been held to govern the liability of whole
consignments to duty, confiscation, and fine.

3. The Government of India concurs with His Honon
t]\c‘Lie\lten:x!lt-Go\'ernor in thinking that duty must Ilr
Baid on any cloth. which indisputably contain finer yars
than 305, even in small quantities. But jn dctelmif;’m
whether cloth does contain finer yarn, due allowance shou]i
be made for the custom of the trade as to the numbering
aod testing of yamn. It is extremely difficalt to spin yary
cither of perfectly even thickness or to the exact Toor
intended, aud it is believed thas it js the
Part of an order turns out coa

number
practice, when
1ser, to make up the right
leuml;er by spinning the rest finer than the num?)er
o}ll ered. S0 long as the buyer gets the right weight and
the right number of yards to his bundle, &e.;a variation
?f one or two numbers each way within the denomination
is not much regarded, Weavers, who deal with raw yarn,
usua[!y Wrap seven asa “skein,” thatis to say, a whole i\nuk‘
ixtl a tnr:]e, and take theaverage, In Custom-house testing,
where the yarn must first he o
h 3 unrayel
this cannot be done ; but o reasonabl lTld o e
i B A reasonable allowance for vari-
ati .
(oHn? o}faa number or two each way should, in the opinion
of His Honor the President iy Council, be made before

it s held that goods are intont;
' s 4 ntentionally mg
higher number than 805, el e of yura of a

4. As to the lev enalties, P Council
¥ of pevalties, the i i
L 3 3 resident in i
grees in Q!le view that the (ollecter has not to de“c‘de
on the intention of the n‘ ng t‘ e
P erson wrongly eribi
. ) e P gly describi
glolo,s and that the tmposition of the penalties nllo: ed bhy
the Jaw canuot be coyfineq 0 cuses . Y a-
oa 'h ° to eases in which fraud s est;
blis] c’ Snecessary, for (he Protection of the reyenge,
1 evenue,

=
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{that the Collector should be free to inflict a penalty in
any case in which a misdesaription is not accounted for to
Tis satisfaction. sBut, on the ogher hand, penalties should.

not be imposed indiscrininately, in every case of misdes-, -

cription. A wide diserction is lefi to the Collector by

‘Section 167, Clause 37, of the Sea Cnstoms Act, and in

ordiiary cases of misdescription it will suffice simply to
levy duty upon the goods. .

5. Besides the varying circumstances - of particulnar
cases, there are certain considerations, such as the general
scope and intention of the exemption, and the custom of
the trade, which should influence the Collector in deciding
whether or not to impose penalties. If goods declared to
contain no yarn finer than 20s. are substantially such as
the law intended to exempt, it would be harsh to levy any
penalty, merely because they, contain, through accident
or carelessness, a little finer yarn. In such a case, the ex-
planation” that, the declaration was made on the strength
of a mantifacturer’s certificate, and that the admixture
of finer yamn was accidental, should, in the absence of
any special circunstances telling the other way, be accept-

ed; and the Presidentin Council is not prepared to say ~

that the discovery of even more than 2 per cent. of finer
yam in such goods would necessitate’ a penalty, On the
other hand, if the goods so declared are found to be made
wholly of yarn finer by even one number than 30s, or of
finer yarn so blended with exempted numbers as to affect
their general chavacter, nothing short of the clearest de-
monstration that the declaration was bond fide should
avert confiscation and fine, .

6. Having regard to the somewhat indefinite natyre of
tho ailowance to be made, jn accordance with the custom

5
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of the trade before mentfoned, the President in Council
.lms no doubt that many cases must arise jn which, thongh
it may uot be “shown to the satisfaction of the Collector
that the goods contain no yara of « higher than 80s,” and
fluty maust, therefore, be levied, it would not be right to
impose any penalty for misdeseription. °

7. The President in Council finds it difficult to suppose
that the irregulmity most

y ly di; din these
papers, namely, the presence, in patches, of a certain
quantity of ydmn unmistakeably finer {han 805 can be jn-

* teutional. If the olject were to economise cotton by the use
of size, the finer yarn would be more systematically blended,
50 as to lessen the chance of the frand being discovered :
and, doubtless, in Caleutta, as clsewhere, purchasers Iook"
much to smoothness of suiface and evenness of texture.
Patehy goods bring the maker’s name into disre, ule'
aud feteh so much less thay those of uniform mnkfami
texture as to more than counterhalance any possible jain
from additional sizing. Thoy probably cast legs 10 mé:ke
and meet 2 demand among classes who cannot nﬂor:] to‘
pay for a better article: but it is improbable that th
are del'ibelately manufactured fn order to profit by tle:::
pxlernphon; and, when it is foung that their irl-e«(llurity
sul )_]mtf them to duty, their character will be n]t:red
they will no longer be imported. Tn this connection I, :)r
tosay, with reference to your letter No, 1100T,, dated ;1;1
instant, that the cloth of the best makers isv, aturally,

most fiee from flaws, but o
ok, o 3 dlb, s:) long as there are good and bad
Ao b manutgre, e P goods il

8. Tt has been ascertained
bas 1 2 that these principl v
been applied in the Bom]my Custom Housf, ]:Z‘cf f;u':“:‘:
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complaints have arisen there of the administration of the
law. The penal clauses of the Act have been applied in
only one or two sases, when small fines have been imposed
as a check upon want of *due care in making declarations.

9. As regards the second .ground of complaint recited
in paragraph 2, the practice at Bombay differs from that at

- Calentta, in that it is the exception, and not the rule, to

allow any patt of a consignment to leave the Custom House
before the necessary tests have been applied. The Presi-
dent in Council does not wish to lay down any hard-and-
fast rule on the subject, but he considers that, as far as
possible, the same procedure should be followed-at Caleutta:
Tn Bombay, consignments are generally passed within two
days of the presentation of documents, and importers are
usually willing to wait that time for delivery. Under this
procedure, if the regular test discloses any admixture of
fine yarn, all further enquifies and tests necessary to de-
termine the exact nature of the consignment me made
before any of the goods are set free; and importers have
the opportunity of showing that the presence of dutiable
yarn is accidental, or results from wrong packing or matk~
ing, or is limited to certain bales or certain pieces only,
1n such cases it might not always be necessary to examine
all the bales of a consignment, or to levy duty on a whole

- consignment, merely because one bale contains finer yarn

than 80s ; for, if a suflicient number of other biles were
examined, all of which weie found correct, 50 that & primdé
facic probability was established that the mistake was
limited to a small number of bales only, it would be pro-
per to allow the importers the option of either having the
remaining bales tested, or paying“duty on a portion of
the entire cousignment propoxtionate to the ratio borue by
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the one dutiable balé discovered to the whole number of
bales tested.

10. But if it be nacessary, for the convenicnce of the
importers, to allow any consignment to bo removed from
he Custom Mouse before examination, the President in
Council considers that it shonld be (as is implied, though-
not expressly ordered, in the Resolution of the Govern-
ment of Bengal) on the distinel, understanding that, if the
test bales turn out’ dutiable, duty must be paid, without
demuz, on the whole consignment to which they belong.
Goods which have once left the Custom House should

never be brought back for cxamination. By this procedure
any complaintthat the ¢ accident of delivery by importcrs
to purchasers dotermines the amount of the penalty ”
would be altogetber obviated, ’

11 On the whole ease, T am to say, th
in Council, while agrecing with the Lieutenant-Governor
that the procedure of. (he Customs authoritics at Caleutta
has’ not been illegal, segrets that the discretion entrusted
to them Ly the faw has not heey more judiciously exercised.
Bis Honour has no doubt ¢hat if the principles now
explained e Judiciously and uniformly applied at Caleutts

all reasonable complaints of the administration of the Jaw
will cease,

at the Presiderit,

I bave the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient, Servant,
R. B. cHA PMAN,
Y to the Governmang of India,
—

Seeratar;

R
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In continuation of the tabular statepent which
appeared in last Report, the following ﬁg\r\res
are given to illustrate the offects of the r‘cnn&?n
of duties on various’ classes of grey (}obhon goods,
and the percentage of dutiable and free.

IMPORTS OF DUTIABLE AND FREE GOODS, 1880.

'GREY SHIRTINGS.

Dutisble.  Per Free. Per ’Iznlnl.

Picces. cent.  Pieces, cent. Pieces.

5, Z 43,081 672 6,568,749

80 ... 2,15,668 528 4,43, o o

i‘“l‘)u:‘;yr * . 1,76261 268 505722 742 681,973
Mcn‘;h o 1,71,200 199 691,188 8011 862,307

April ., .. 112,985 146 660,038 854 7,73,023
May e 67,630 111 541,366 889 609005
Jue .. 90428 130 006527 670 6 9;,9:;
July N 79,708 100 714121 900  7,03,820

o 1,11,762 113 8,74,433 887 9,86,195
gcu[;::\:hcr . oocs. 114 Tss02 886 7992:.:4
October ,, .0 78,213 990 7,07,412 901 716:)\ _:
November ,, . 1,03,616 126 7,21,619 874 6,.“‘:,43.;
December 5 oo 93931 90 9,55,000 910 . 10,459

CREY DHOOTIES.

Duisble.  Por  Fio.  Por  Total

Paivs.  cont.  Dairs.  cent.  Pairs.

January 1880 ... 8,069,274 736 3,11,920 264 “‘5:’,;33

February ,, 126,335 706 343314 204 11,(:.8,‘““l

Mugh 100820 602 G908 998 '13.01,;;3

Apil » .- 1069433 | 620 654205 350 1.,2:,30.l

May » e 10,33,357 616 643,047 354 ia,:;.ln
June b 166200 683 G207 312 21,25

July e 946105 569 7,15,210 431




CREY DHOOTIES.—( Continued)  *

8.

Dutiable, Per

Pairs.! cent,

August . 1880 .., 12,00,787 475

September,, ... 9,50,043 492

October ,, w. 9,07,153 593

November,, 7.86,095 m 5
December ,, ... 10,42,307

Free,

Pairs.
15,24,451
9,80,161
6,22,459
4,51,795
6,783,474

CREY T. CLOTHS, PRINTERS &

Dutiable.  Per
Pieces, cent,
January 1880 ... 10,624 169
Februmy ,, .. 6100 13
Mard e w000

April P 661 2y
May 5 1,499 69
June 7000
July -, 56 17
August 15018 144

September ,, 18950 149
October 23,005 156
November ,, ... 8790 5'4
December ,, ... - 19,073

cent.
Junuary 1880 .,, 13
February ,, .. 3. - 000
DMach ., 1,930 96
Apil .. 251 2g
May - 632 104
Jue " 000
July » 10 000
August . .2 000
September,, ., 4 000

Free.
Picees.
51,922
37,951
26,034
20,930
20,010
19,599
94,799
85,767,
115,914

1,69,488
CGREY OHUDDERS AND SCARVES.

I‘nce.

Pairs,
48,412
47,629
18,220

53,197,

96,693
122,658
128,808

Per
" cent.
525
508 19,30,204
407 15,20,612
365 12,37,890
393 17,15781
SHEETINGS.
Per Total.
cent. Pieces.
831 62,546
962 44,051
1000 26,034
978 30,591
931 21,509
1000 19,606
525 41,955
556 1,08,785
560 1,34,564
844 1,45,060
946 1,62,363
907 208,761
Per Total.
cent.  Pairs,
987 49,018
1000 47,632
94 20,150
972 9,160
696 6,182
1000 53,197
1000 98,703
10000 122,660
1000 1288,

GREY CHUDDERS
Dutiable.

. Pains,
October 1880 ... 4,201
November ,, .o - 4,807
December 5, 619
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&. SCARVES. —( Continued.)

v Free. er
Pairs, 'cb"l.
151,981 - 978
116,766 960
12,914 995

cent.
27
40

5

GREY MADAPOLLARIS.

Datiable.

Pieces.
January 1880 ... 124,432‘
Tebruay e 79
March

105,519

Aprils 84,954
May 36,121
Jung .. 60787
July 31,028
August 5, .. 48,133
September,, 42,213
October ,, 87,699

November,, .. 70,005
December,, .. 92,844

Per

_eent.

832
787
673
738
4811
702
444
378
301
562
36,8
420

Free,  Per
Picoes.  cent.
25,100 168

20,346 213
51,227 327
30,167 262
35014 519

25,799 . 206
38,750 - 556
79,166 622
98,206 699

68264 438
120,451 632
128,384 580

OTHER GOODS.
( Except Grey Mulls and Grey Jacconets.)

Dautiable,
Pieces.
January 1880 ., 2,323

February ,, 4,336
March 313
Apil o, .. 1,089
May » 3,207
June » 377
July " 151
August 4,442

September,, ... 5,101
Ogtober ,,"...” 8,461
November,, w. 1,007
December 5y o 7

Per
cent/
103

151

00

Free. Per
Pieces.  cent.
20,209 897

- 24471 849

20,879 98

9,966 901 -

5,652 633
8,104 956
12,959 989
19,822 817
24115 826
48,074 837
21,487 951
45,159 1000

Total.
Puirs.
156,182
121,678
122,683

Total,
Pieces.”
149,541
95,593 .
156,746
115,151
75,0357
86,336
6‘) 778

190,456
221,178

Total.
Picces!
22,632
28,807
20,692
11,055
8,759
8,481
18,110
24,264
29,216
51,835
29,534
45,166
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RECISTRATION FEES.

Tuis matter wasreferred to in the veport  for
the half-year ended 30th April last, but the
letter addressed to the, Government on the
subject is only included ‘in the present issue,
It was a scheme proposed to be introduced as
a substitute for the import and export dutiss,

- being a charge levied with the primary object

of covering the cost of statistics of trade and
navigation, but slightly enhanced for revenue
purposes.  The general feeling of members was
opposed to i, and hence the action taken by
the Committee.

From Chamber to the Government of India.
Calutta, 1Sth May 1880,

Regarding the registration-foe scheme in lieu of customs
duties, as propounded by the Hon'ble Mr. Hope in his
speech in the last Budget debate, the Commitlee of the
Chamber of Commerce have been af pains to gather the
opinions of members, with the view of addressing the
Government before legislative action is taken, )

Th‘e Commitlee have now before them written ex-
pressious of opinion by neatly every firm engaged ‘it the
m;pr]\rt: and export trades, and they find.-that an over-
Whelming riajority are decidedly adverse to

the
scheme, cven though the iy e

cidence of it imi
permanently to one per cent, were limited
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Tt has nowhere Dbeen shown that the substitution of
registration-faes for the present import duties would in
any way lessen”the troubles and worries of the Custom
House.; and seeing that' the principle has been so dis-
tinetly laid down, Ly the Glovernment of India and by
the late Government.at home, that these import duties
are to be entirely abolished on the very earliest convenient
opportunity, and that recent. legislation on the subject is
of itsell hastening that end, by making it probable that
ab no distant date the import duties will die a natural
death, the Committee think it will be better to await
such a desirable result rather than embark on a new scheme

distinctly retrograde in principle, of which the advantages

are problematical and the disadvantages manifest. As to
exports the opinions aré almost unanimous against any
levy of a fee, however small.

The Hon’ble Mr. Hope, in giving a resumé of what he
conceived would be the arguments against the scheme,
observes that we cannot regulate practical questions by the
theories of doctrinaires, and he ventures the opinion that 1
per-cent. is inappreciable in all trades not of a purely spe-
culative and unsound character ; but the Committee conceive
that the objections raised are not the theories of doctrinaires,
but the mature opinions of those interested-in the trade.
When Indian products enter into competition with those
of other countries the margiu for profit is generally so
small; that one or even a holf per-cent. would often be
sufficient to put an end to a transaction which generally
would be completed in one or two days, and could there-
fore hardly be called speculative. ~Indeed, the converse
holds true ; and where a purely speculative transaction was
entered into 1 per-cent. wowld hardly weighin the scale.

. 6
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The Committee admit that there are a articles of purely
Indjan growth which could, well bear a registration-feo
of even more than one per cent., but on the bulk of the
expouts the levy of any duty ivould be a rétrogressive
measure, attended with injurious influence on the trade
in all such auticls, o

Under . these circumstances the' Committee of the
Chamber are constrained to enter their opposition to the
proposed registration scheme,

THE SALT DUTIES.

The Board of Revenue asked the C'Im.mber’s‘

opiuion as to the causes which led to a large fall-
ing off in the demand for sea-borne salt during
the past season, and they suggested certain proba-
ble reasons as accounting for the diminished trade.
The Committee’s reply, which was written upon
the information then available, is subjoined ; bub
fimce then another fact bearing upon the disorgan-
isation of the salt trade has been brought to the
Committee’s notice,

It appears that during the last three months of
t?xe past year, owing to certain Railway difficul-
ties, the stock of common salt, at the stores of
the Sambhur Lake became exh
of this’common salt was 3%
rather than disappoint his customers the Superin-
tendent of the mines authorised the i

‘ . ssue ab 3% an-
uas of salt which was worth and sold usunllyixt 8

austed. The price

annas per maund, hut .
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t0 10 annas per maund. The natural result of sell-
ing half-crowns for sixpences followed ; there was
“an unprecedented.demand during the months
“of December and January for $alt at the mini-
“mum rate.”  So lm'geuyvere the deliveries of this
superior salt that the sales from some other mines
in the north-west appear to have been affected,
and itds possible enough that to this cause may
be traced some, portion at least of the falling off
in our own trade.

From Board of Revenue to Chamber.
Dated the 3rd July 1880.

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of Govern-
ment order No. 3 s, dated 9th March 1880, regarding the
results of the equalization of the Salt duties, and to re-
quest that you will be good eunough to favor the Board
with the opinion of the ‘Chamber of Commerce on the
points noticed by Government.

From Government of Bengal to the Board of
Revenue, No. 983-268. Calcutta, the 9th March
1880.

I am directed to request that the Board will cause an
enquiry to be made into some ‘points connected with the
practical results of the recent orders for the equalization
of the salt duties. It has been represented to the Govern.
ment that one effect of these orders has been that sea-
borne salt has to a larg€ extent heen displaced in the
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North-Western Provinces and Behar by indigenous s
the Sambhur Lake and other Indian sources of supply ;
and it is destred to ascertain how far this sialement is
coneet, and to what exient -a further reduction of the cus.
toms duty would enable sea-horne salt to penetrate further
iuland than it does at present.

2. As the Boaxd are aware, {he duty on sea-borne galt

up to the ead of 1877 was Rs. 3-4 a maund, while the
duty in the North- Western Provinces was Rs. 3, the former
kind of salt being thus handicapped to the extent of 4
amas a maund. On the Isf January 1878, the rates
werereduced to Rs. 8-2 and Rs, 2-12 respectively, and on
tho 1st. August in the same year they were further re-
duced 10 Rs. 214 and Rs, 2.3, Consequently the differ.
ence between the two tates, which was formerly 4 annas»
is now 6 aunas a maund, .

3. This alteration of the rates of duly, combined pro-
bably with other causes, speedily led to g great increase
iu the supply of Tudian salt to the districts of Behar and
the Nouth-Western Provinces, o )
falling off in the fausport of sea-]
consumption.  Detailed figures,
sary to reproduce heve, aye given in last yoar’s report of
the internal trade of Bengal, and in My, Halsey’s report
of the administration of the Tnland Customs Department.
These results are further con
have heen compiled in this offic
of sea-borne salt into the N,
Oudh dwing o .period of 15
August 1878, when the Jasg revision of duty was made,

4. On this part of the question the facts before

Government appear to warrany the conclusion that during

alt from

ud to a corresponding
borne salt for up-country
which it appears unneces-

firmed by statements ivhich
% Compating the imports
orth-Western Provinees and
mouths before and after

i

i
i ‘
i !
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the Jast two years sea-borne salt has l)ee,u very 1:~u‘gel;vi
superseded in Behar, the Nurbtheste}nA lrovmcu;,‘:;n{
Oudli by indifenous falt, and that this is due to the fol-
lowing causcs :— B )

(@) The change in the rates of duty, which has
heen more favourable to indigenous thm? to
sea-borne salt.

(b) The organization of a supply ‘of chf:f\p mllz
from Rajpootana and the Punjab. The sal
from ilie Sambhur Tiake was sold on the spot
in 1878-79 at an average price of G mmus_S
pies per maund, and The consignments of this
salt to the North-Western Provinces and Oudh
1ose from 6,29,000 maunds in 1877-78 to
18,43,000 maunds in 1878-79. T:‘lxere wasa
corresponding increase in the supplies. of Sul-
tanpore salt. .

(©) The cessation of tho Madras fawine, It is sta-
ted that during the famine large numbers of
country boats. came down from Behar and %lxe
North-Western Provinces to Caleutta with
cargoes of grain, and that the manjhees, rather
than return with cmpty boals, were g!ad to
take Dack salt at nominal freights. Wxt[)‘the
termination of the famine this cheap carriage
of salt up-country came to an end.

(@) The rise in the price of salt i'n bm?ii:\ Chaleutta.
It appears that the price in 1877-78 was -ﬂs
Jow as Rs. 40 per 100 maunds ; that in 1878~

" 79 it rose to Rs, 80 ; aud that the present 1ate
is Bs. 70 to Bs. 72
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5. The object; however, of the pr iry i
ascertain how much of the sl:persessiolf :: sgzz te: 3:;‘3 iy
am? how niuch to causes (b), (@), (@), or to'any other ceau(sa "
which may he suggested ; and‘ the information befe "
Government affords no mean of judging upon this oior:
In oder to ascertain the facts, it would appareng rl‘)
neeessary t.u consult merchants engaged in the tntdey ;
:‘xihicnwn‘llfxg]y to request that the Board will iustiéube
o qumesAas they may consider " necessary, and will

our the Lieutenant-Governor with a full expressi
their conclusions upon the subject. pressmof

6. y P
The next question is what effect the equalization

of the duties, or a neaver approximation to equal duties,
A

would have in cnabling sea-
o, Tuom tho Ty 1o o L0 PeRetiate further

alt g di .
:]'::taadlstsnce.of 100 miles, But it is not to be sup) osed
b ;i ]ucuon of 6 annas in the duty at Caleutta '»1\:ould
a-horne salt to Denetrate 00 miles further up
Me part at least of the reduction would
middlemen and carriers,

. T i
Point whore the primie cost, pore s at

of sea-borne salt,
plus the cost of carriage, exactly
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Board will carefally consider the guestion in allits as-
pects, and will xeport ihat result, in their opinion, 2
reduction of the duty on sea-borne salt to the extent of
4 annas or 6 annas per mraund would have in carrying sea-
borne salt to a greater distance up the country.

7. Tt is perhaps hatdly necessary to add that it is not
intended by this reference to invite any expression of
opinion on the policy of the Government of India in re-
gard to the principle of equalizing the salt dutiés.

From Chamber to Board of Revenue.
Calcutta, 7th August, 1880,

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Clommerce
desire me to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 791
of the 8rd ultimo, enclosing copy of a letier numbered
983, and dated 9th Maich, being a communication from
the Seeretary to the Government of Bengal. .

You call the of the C ittee to a id
able displacement of consumption of sea-borne salt
in the Provinces of the North-West and of Behar by the
produce of the Sambhur Lake and of other Indian salines ;
and, after suggesting several possible eyplanations of this
phenomenon, you invite the Committee to state what, in
their opinion, is the true cause to which this diminished
consumption of sea-borne salt is attributable; and.how
far a reduction of the duty on sea-borne salt to the extent
of 4 annas or G annas per maund would tend to increase

its sale at distant stations.
In idoring this refc the C ittee of the
Chamber assume that they may neglect impure salts such
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as those from Borbay, the Red Sea, and the Meditor-
anean ; and that they may confine their attention 1o the
produce of the salines of Cheshire and Worcestershire, the
very high quality of which enables them to make their
way into consumption, thougli costing more than the rough
indigenous article.

Prefacing so much, the Committee would remark—

1. Théy do not consider that “cause
price of salt in bond at Calcutta) bas much importance,

On_the figures put.forward in the Government letter
the case stands thus :—
price 1877 in bond Rs. 405 duty Re. 325 ; cost to consumer Tts, 365
» 1880 w71 287} » 1 358}
50 that it is clear that Liverpool salt,- instead of heiné‘
dearer at the point of departure than it was, is actually
cheaper,

2. Nor do they attach any weight to “cause ¢’ Re-
tum freights by conatry boats may have been cheap dur-
ing the Madras famine period 5 bu;
passing into the districts by this
have been at the expense of the
the Committee cannot discover;
anj extraordinary increase in the total offtake of fine salt
during the period in ([uestion,

lurin On the contiary, the de-
liveries then were very considerably less thay they are
now.

3. Under heading “ 3" i i stated that the salt at the
Sambhur Lake is procurable gt G anvas 8 pie per maund,
and it is suggested that this-is cheap, Tt scarcely ap-
pears so-to the Committce, but it js certainly o Tower price

than Lh:it. at which it is possible to import English salt ;
and there is no question in the,mings of the Committee,

t any increase of supply
chamnel would seem to
railways: -at all cvents,
in the figures before them,

” (the rise in
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but that causes “a” and “” together account for the
preference given in the North-West to indigenous salt.
Tt costs Jess than.sea-borne salt at the starting point, and
it enjoys a preferential duty to the extent of 6 annas per
maund.

The cost of Liverpool salt delivered ex-ship in the

Hooghly will of -course vary with tlie fluctuations of the *

of exchange. The wholesale price-here has been over
Rs. 100, and it has been under Rs. 40; but the Com-
mittee consider that the very lowest price which it would
be at all safe to set down as, on an average of years, the
cost to the merchant here would be Rs. 65 per 100
maunds.

salt trade at home, the cowrse of freights, and the ruling

Accepting this as a Lasis, the following comparison g
possible :—

Tiverpool Salt

Per 100 maunds 6300 ex-ship.

300 landing.

Sambhur Salt,
Atthe Lake ... 4166
Railto Agra ... 4218

6800 ... Costat Terminals o838
28750 we Duty e 26000
35550 . 33384
3 Treight to Bunh 51
301 .. (299 milés) Bansh (730 miles) 388

Thus, at equal cost, Sambhur salt may be brought * 730
miles against 209 wiles in‘the case of Liverpool sult, the
point of meeting on equal ferms being' about Bart by the
junction for Durbhunga and the Tirhoot distiict,

The reasou of this is" found wholly ‘in the differential
duty, N
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the duties may be equalised by, establishing a uniform
rate of Rs, 2-11-0,

For instance, remove the duty, or, what comes to the
sawe thing, equalise it, and the comparison will stand |
thus :— E |

. or
Livérpool Salt. ‘ Sambhur Sat, the duty on indigenous salt may be raised to

Per 100 maunds 65:00 ex-ship, At the Lake PRI ! Rs. 2-14-0 P

300 landing.” Rail to Agia ... 4915 s 4 > .

—_— — » or
6800 8364 NS the duty on Liverpool salt may be reduced to
52 .. Froight to Mitzapore . 88 Rs. 280

120 . (509 miles) Mirzapore (520 miles) 122 The last is clearly the alternative most ‘cnnsom\nt with
e —_ " the -principles of political economy, and is largely recom-
sea-borne salt would theu be biought into the wmidst of | . mended by the success which has hitherlo attended the

the Benaves district Leyond the first Jjunction with the t
Oudh and Rohileand line, and close to Allababad. Nor .
can it be doubted but that, having got so far, the pure
English article would push its competitor further back, at
least as fav as Cawupore, and take possessiou of Central
Tndia. .

experiments made by the Government of India in the
direction of a reduction of the salt duties,

The Tivance Minister in his swatement of February
1880 showed that, under diminished imposts, the total con-
sumption of ‘salt in India had isen from 20,378,000
N maunds in 1877-78 to 22,776,000 maunds in 1879-80,

Tt is of conrse somewhat difficult to forecast the fucieass being an inorease of about 12 per cent, and that the salt

in consumption of fine salt which would follow on a re-
moval of the disability wuder which it now Iabowss ; but,
seeing that during the two years since an additional ~pro-
tection of -9 aimas has been given to native salt
digenous artiolo has sucseeded in displacing the i ported
atticle in the North-West to the exten( of over 5,000 tons
pet anuum, it appears probable that, were the full 6 nmas
excess duty on English removed, and the two salts allowed
to fiud their level Without favour,
would gain customers {o
more thau it wow can claim,

5 the in-

our, the purer descriptious
some 15,000 tons yearly

Tt is obvious that, tlie «

) ; lmmlicnp” on sea-borne salt may
be removed in any one of

thice ways, that is to say—

revenue had bettered by over ove million sterling.

If we take the figures for Liverpool salt alone, we find
that under the old Rs. 3-4 duty, the yearly consumption
averaged some 6,820,532 maunds, on which the duty
would amouut to Rs. 20,541,729, whereas the deliveries
during the 12 months ending 3Ist July 1880, under a
Rs. 2-14 duty, have been 7,286,354 maunds, paying to
Government a revenue of Rs. 20,941,2(?8.

el

And this remarkable increase has taken place in spite
of the fact now prominently before us, namely, the arti-
ficial beating back of our tade from the ‘great consuming
districts of the North-West and of Behar,

&
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; Tf therefore, in spite of such disadvantages, a reduction
in duty from Rs 84 to Rs. 2-14has enabled sea-horne

salt to increase sales by fully 12 per esnt,' it seems reason-

able to assumé that a further reduction of duty to Rs, 2.8
would add another 12 per cent: to the present. consump.
tion of lower Bengal, 1aising this to 81,60,716 mds, per aunum
* But this reduction of duty would also
give us fiee aceess to the Upper
Provinces, and we have before osti-
mated thal this should mean an
itereased sale of Liverpool dalt of
15,000 tous yearly e 4,00,000
50 that & reduced duty might ereaso
deliveries of fine salt to

N .+ 85,69,766 mds, pera
viekling a duty of . 215,24115 766 mds, per anniu,

Ttis of cowsse obvions that o portion of this gain to the
Government of Bengal might be at the ex;emc of the
revenues of the North-West Provinces. On the other
hand, however, it might be that the stream of Nor l]lew;1
salt, awrested in its down ward flow
fiom Liverpool, would be turned it
suffer Little diminntion in quanity.

by the upward curvent
1o other channels, and

Luolsmg, indesd, to the multifaro,
ter Ves In countries where it is iy
itsimpottance v manuf; .
industries, its v
ingrediont, in th,
cau searcel
ing

us purposes which salt
ed, its uses in the ats,
u actures not less thaw in very humble
alue in agticulture, and jtg necessity as an
o f_ood of man and beast, the Committee
o i queslxon_l the soundnoss of the policy of equalis-
uties by reduction of the higher,

Lhey are, however,
Dot opportune for ex
tion, and they Lold iy

mn.(ul]y conscious that the time is
jiexllments in the remission of taxa-
ab it wetlld

d be uothing shoit of a
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calamity were Government to find itself compelled to in-
troduce an income tax, or cven were it to continue for
one day longer-than might otherwise be neccessmry the

* present unpopular license tax, because of a miscaleulation

in the probable yield of o reduced salt tax,—a duty which
causes neither friction nor attive discontent, however pre-
judical to the genieral intetests of the country it may very
pﬂrsl\)le‘ heteafter be shown to have been. .

On the whole, the Committce of the. Chamber would
recommend the tentative adoption of the alternative
first mentioned, namely, a simultaneous increase of the
“luty ou indigenous salt, and a reduction of the duty on
sea-borne salt, establishing one uniform rate of Rs, 2-11
per maund.

There will thus be no danger of loss to the revenue, and
little of salt being made dearcr for the people ; whilst all
qualities will be placed on a fair basis and penetrate the

country, not capriciously under artificial provisions, but’

subject to the ordinary laws of trade, and each upon its
own merits,

THE PETROLEUM BILL.

Tt was vepresented to the Committee that
severe restrictions were being pubt on the new
trade in Kerosine-oils in this port, and it was
deemed advisable to address the authorities on the
subject, as well as on the several sections of the
proposed bill in its practical working, with-a view
to remove the said restrictions prior to the
passing of a new cnactment. The result of this
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correspondence has been the removal of the res.
triction on the cargoes referred to; -and it is
trusted that the new law will contain such provi-
sions as will meet the approval of all interested,
From Chamber to the Government of Bengal.

. Celevtta, 2nd July 1880,

The report of the Committee aypointed for the purpose
of considering the question of regulating the transport
and storage of Petrolewmn oil was forwarded fo the Go-~
vernment of India with your leiter No. 901 of (Lie 15th
November lnst, and the Licutenant-Governor strongly
urged that a Bil] for tegulating its importation, custody,
and transport should be intioduced, at an
into the Council of His Excellency the Govern
His Houor the Licutenant-Gov,
in the outlines of the legislatio

carly date,
or-General,
einor concurring generally
n submitted in the report.

The Committee of the Chambér of Commerce have
been anxiouly waiting for the publication ot the Bill
recommended by Sir Stouar Pagley, but no action

- appears to have been yel, takey by the Supreme Govern-
ment, and as delay in this tespect s materially affect-
ing the interests of those who are cngaged fu this branch
of “the trade of Caleutta, the Committee tiust the
Lieutenant-Governor 1] exeuse “their importunity in
pressing upon His Honop the expediency of a renewed
reference to the Government of India,
The present law, At TII, of 1865,
places o the hands of. the Police
which ‘the Committeq

, 1t s claimed,
& power and authority
believe could not have boen in-
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ténded when the Act was puml.; and _consigne‘esA of
Kerosine oil in vessels lately arrived are comp]mmr;g
of the undue- restrictions that have hEe{] needl]asfy
interfering with their business by keeping a large
amount of valuable property out of the market,

In support of this representation the Committee
submit the following instance, which has been brou;[lt
to their notice by members of the Chamber, who write
as follows :—

“ We, and another fiim here, l'ecent]y' ill]p?l‘ted two
cargoes of Borthwiek’s Day-light Keiosine oil by the
ships © Mysore” and  Eblana” tolal 100000 cnsen=
1,000,000 gallons. This oil is certified in New. York as
100° flash, or 120* burniug or fire test : on arrival ll'ere,
the oil was sampled by the Police on aSunday morning,
without the knowledge of the importers, and tested by
the Chemieal Exauminer to Govorument. s 98 to 93
flah. Tiis  exumination  virtually prohibited the oil
being landed in the town, and the Police, acting undor
their regulations, conld only permit its being stored in
the suburbs.

¢ On a careful examination, the Chemicul. Analyst to
Government admitted that his test was Jiable to vary
aud was ¢ very wmeliable.” ~ Other chamists were called,
viz, Dr. D. Waldie and Professor A Pedler, C'!.ennc{nl
Analyst to the Manicipality, both gentlemen eminentin
their profession.  Whole cases were Saken from the s’lnps
by two Inspectors of Police, and it was proved I)e)on(:
doubt, after much trouble, that the. o!l was over 100
flash, and 128° burning or fire test. T{ns fact ('I:c Ch.e.
mical  Analyst to  Govvinment certified to. The oils
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examined by Abel’s close test were found to be 103° ang
109° Fal. ’
“In the interim, two large ships have' been unneces-
suily delayed in their discharge nemly a fortnight ;
- doubt was thrown oun the marketable quality “of the oil ;
great havdship has been suffered and heavy loss occa-
sioned ; all of which was avoidable. Tn fact, grave injus-
tice is being done under the present law which fies the
Patliamentary flashing test at 100° Fahr, and a new
“trade s being impeded and hampered. As before re.
marked, an eficacious remedy should be at once applied.”

The Committee submit that the foregoing remarks
will satisfy the Lieatenant-Governor that it is essentially
necessary to modify the amangements wuder which
certificates are at present granted : .

The report of the Petroleum 0l Committee recom-
ments that the test to be employed in determining the
flashing point of Petroleum should be that known

) N
Abel's close: tost, w

hich has been “authoritatively pro-
mounced a5 fhe only peifect method that ean be- adopted :
and until that systém is introducod and supersedes the
Ppresent confessedly impeifect and unsatisfactory process,
thie Committee of the Chamber are of opinion that mer;-,
sures should be taken to free the oil trade, as far as possi.
ble, from the restiictions to <which i s nouy exposed !

The Committee append hercto copy of a letter address-
ed by-the Chemieal Examiner to_ Government to the
Deputy Commissioner of Police, which syous the ab
lute n(.ecessity for placing the existing system of Le;tisl!o_
on a different footing, Dr, Warden ;dm!ts the unreliz:'
able nature of the open tes fqr determiuing the flashing

i
i
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point of Kerosine oils, and as results differing from his
own have been obtained Dy other equally competent
persons he frankly accepts their joint conclusions in
perforence to, those arrived at by bimself.

The ' Committee therefore. submit that, until -the law
imposes the standard test to which all Petroleum oil
shall be subjected, the chemical analysis shall be con-
ducted jointly. by Dr. Warden, Dr."Waldie, and Professor
Pedler; that their report shall - be accepted as finally
determining the quality of the oils submitted for examin-
ation ; and " that the Deputy Commissioner of Police
shall bie: guided by the certificates granted by them.

I the Committee’ i ds itself to

the judgment of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,
they tust early orders will be issued.

To the Deputy Commissioner of Policé,—No. 49°C.
Calcutta, Medical College, the 22ad June 1880,

T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. %%, and beg to state in reply as follows

1. After the submission of my reports 43¢ and 44u
on the Kerosine oils ex Mysore and Eblana, Messis,
Kettlewell, Bullen and Co., and Messrs. Edmands Brothers
and Co, informed me that they had submiited samples
of their oils to Dr. Waldie and to Mr. Pedler, and that
they had obtained results diftering from mine.

2. Knowing that the “open test” was unreliable in
‘indications, I addressed the following demi-official to
“Messts. Kettlewell, B\\lleg and Co; i

8
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D.0. No. 47C. .
Regarding the Kerosine oil imported by you ex Mysore

and Eblana, 1 have the following suggestion to' make :— -

) Knowing as I do the unre]inb]é nature of the « open
test” for determining the 'ﬂushing point of Kerosine oils,
and bearing in mind that vesults differing from mine, on
the flashing point, have been obtained by Messrs, Waldie
and Pedler, gentlemen as compotent as I am, to examine
oil, T am willing to meet them at the Medical College
any day between 10 A.M. and 4 B, when we can respec-
tively test the oil, following carefully the directions laid
down in the Petroleum Act. Should their results still differ
frorfx mine, I will, provided the Deputy Commissioner of
Police offers no objection, alter my original certificate.

I would _recom\?nend your showing this letter to Mr.
an}berf, and obtaining his written sanction before com-
waunicating with Messrs, Waldie and Pedler,

(8d) C.J I ‘WARDEN,
. Chemical Examiner to Government,
To Messgs, Kaml.mwm,n, BuLLey & Co,
- .

3. On Saturday, the 19th surrent, }
Messrs., Kettlewell, Bullen and Coe, m’\d“&ll‘;- Ji;lll’\l/ll;;::;};, lo):l
Ralli Brothers, together with Dr. Waldie m;d Mr. Pediel‘
met me at the Medical College Laboratory, Thie follow’
ng table shows the rosults we Tespectively «;bmined — ’

A, .
Waldie ]g;gm. Eblang, . stcgm»t.
Pedler e 109

Warden 33‘50‘1 07°

10098 g

R G N V’Ja

59

4. We examined the oils under apparently precisely -
similar conditions, yet our results were -discordant ; and

. this was the more noticeable in the case of the Viscount

and Mysore oils, which you state in your letter to be one
and the same oil as- they were drawn from the same
tanks, Baboo Kany Lall Dey also examined a sample
of dlie Mysore ofl, and obtained 91° Faht, as the flashing
point,

5. In the invoice certificates the Mysore and Eblana
oils were, I believe, certified to flash at 100° Faht, and
Viscount at 103° Faht. .

6. Before granting the certificates, I asked Mr. Murray
ifhe had obtained your sanction; Le replied that you
had offered no objection to the course” which I had sug-
gested in my letter to his firm,

7. The Petroleum Committee in their report to Gov-
ernment remarked that the ““ open test” was unreliable,
and they recommended in its. stead Abels olose test.
Their report was accepted, and legislation passed on the
subject.

8. With a test which was avowedly unrecliable, I
adopted the only procedure which appeared to me fair
to the mercantile firms concerned : -I asked for a consul-
tation with the two chemists who had examined the oils,
and who had obtained different results,

9. At Mr. Bdmands request, a sample of the Eblana
oil was examined by Abel’s test, when it flashed at 108°,
102°, and 108° Faht. A certificate was given to that
effect, which elicited your letter No. g2, asking me
to examine samples.®

* The Mysore oil was also cxamined by the close test with the
following results :—103° and 102° Faht- on the fiashing point.

Mt“
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10. In conclusion, T accepted Messrs, Waldie’s ang
Pedler's results in preference to my own figures, and I
would aceept their joint results, under simbilar ,circum
stances, in the case of an avowedi ¢
analysis again without the least hesitation,

I have, &,
(8d)- C J. I WaARDEN,
Chemical Eeaminer to Government,

No. 2125,

Copy forwarded to Messrs. Edmands ‘Brothers & Co,, for

fuformation,

(Sd.) J. LaMBERT,
Deputy Commissioner of ‘Police,

CALCUTTA «
29th Juno 1880,
—_—

From Government 9 Bengal to Chamber.,
No. 670, Caleutta, the 2617, July 1880,

ofIt]'Jarn; dil:ec':ed to acknowledge the Teceipt of your letter
e 2nd instant received o the 12th idem, submitting

::%’:;;Repon of Dr '“'?'de“: the'Chemical Examiner
"‘Eblnna”m:nz 0:: the'sils imported in the ships “Mysore;”
Government ]:f In;? 50“““*,’: wd redusting that tho
ction will g 2" may ‘be ‘Pressed to take legislative
under ;'.'hich cortih View "f"md‘f)ing the - arrangements
The Comm(tte:. x;?:le:: t%:?:db‘)ﬂ o Gy resent granted.
th _hamber of Commer
a“‘*‘:P ::::Ltnhli lm;; p{‘escnbes the ‘standarg cestoewre\g:iecslf
515 may be conduney subjected, the chomical analy-
and Ky g bY Dr. Warden, Dr, Waldie
5 their pors-being accepted as final, ’

all be
Jointly
“joint r

ly defective method of
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2. In reply, I am ‘to invite the attention of the
Chamber of Commerce to the procecdings of the Legis-:
lative Council of the Government of India, dated the 9th
instant, published in the Guzetie of India of the 17th
idem, proposing legislation on the subject, and to say that
the present correspondence, showing the necessity of imme-
diate legislation, will be submitted to the Government of
India.

8. With regard to the résults obtained by Dr. Warden
at his examination by Abel’s close test, I am to say that
he explains that the oils from the ships “ Eblana” and
¢« Mysore” were found by him to flash actually at 75° and
76° vespectively. The certificate that the flashing points
were 102° and 108° was,granted by him after. adding 27°,
the accepted difference between the results obtainable by
the close and open tests respectively, Tt will thus be ob-
served that, though the oils in question have been properly
admitted under the existing law of this country, they would
be excludgd under the proposed law, which would fix 88°
by the close, and 110° by the open test, as the lowest
limit for second class Petroleum.

4, The confusion in 'this -case has arisen from the
employment, in the first instance, of the open test, which
is well known to be uncertain, ‘Dr. Warden has now been
instructed invariably to -proceed .according to the close
test -as prescribed in the English statute 42 and 43, Vie-
toria Cap. 47, with rectification for the difference of 27°;
and, -as this test is.practically liable to no variation, it ap-
penrx»to‘the ‘Li G y to lay
down any rule for associating other chemists with Dr,
‘Warden in his examination. In order, however, to mini-
mize the risk of error, immediate steps will be taken:to

‘nor-to be
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obtain from England a set of the best ap

ppatatu .
curable, prtatus pro

From Government of Bengal 1o Chamber,
'
No. 777, Caloutta, 1961 August 1880,
Tam directed to forward herewith v
No.A 779, dated the 27th ultimo, from the Government of
India in the Legislative Department together with a
copy of the bill to regulate the importali?m, pos
n.nd transport of petroloum aud other substane
like nature, and to request th:
Lieutenant-Governor with an e
of the Chamber of Commerce
Bill. -

Iam to ask that. youy i
a at -y eply may by
later than 15th September, Y e be Sbmitad mt

acopy of a letter

session,
es of a
at you will favour the
Xpression of the opinfon
on the provisions of the

—_—
Government of India to Government of Bengal.
Dated Simla, 27th July 1880.
I am di A
o :1 directed to forward herewith twelve copies of
° Bgl{:ﬂers In:Jtld on the margin* ang to request that
Bill to regula ime Hj; i
{’.“,,'::",'.,‘"{ ‘rmmlrm'e e His Honor the Lieutenant-Gov-
Tt of petr i
! mhsmn]:euol;‘ut ma e;nor \\flll {’Tvor the Government
o o it of Ind.lu with an expression of
e B nd his opinion, and witl, the opinions
. c!f:;‘:"cf'"’ o Mesors, Wi, of such officers and other persons
e & L:l.,lé{:g:ubuy, dated 83 hemay think fit to consult, on
the provisions of the Bill and on-
n the letter from Messrs, Wallace

zlzo (?hjeclions Taised J;
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2. I am also to request that the Bill and Statement
may be published in the Caleutte Gaszette in English, and
in such other- languages as His Honor may deem proper,

and that the dates of su¢h publication may be communi- |

cated in your reply. s .
8,  The reply to this letter should be sent in by the
1st October next. )

From Chamber to Government of Bengal.
Calcutta, 4th September 1880.
I am “dirccted to reply to your letter No. 777, dated

. 19th ultimo, inviting an expression of the opinion of the

Chamber of Commerce on the Petroleum Bill, now before
a Select Committee of the Legislative Council of the
Governor-General of India.

When a Special Committee was appointed in June 1879
to enquire into and report on Petroleum and inflummble
oils, the Chamber was invited to depute a representative
of their body to serve on that Committee, and accordingly
Mr. J. N. Stuart acted on their behalf. That gentleman
informs the Chamber that he was outvoted on every point
by the other members of the Committee, and that his
practical representations bad not due attention, especially
when he pointed out, the injurious effect on the trade in
kerosine oil which the dations of the C
would be certain to exercise if made the basis of a new
onactment. This Chamber did not therefore endorse or
-approve of the report of the Special Committee. Subse-
quently the Committce of the Chamber were called on by
merchants engaged in the trade to make a representation
to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and
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to ask that legislative nicasures be taken to place this
growing branch of the import trade of Tndia on o sound
foundation, as the provisions of Act II1. of 1865, in the
mode of their application by the Police, as to tests, &.,
were pressing unduly, and were the cause of great hard-
ships and heavy loss to all interests concerned,

The trade in kerosine is s new, and is in the hands of
50 few merchants, that the Committee have. hitherto hesi-
tated to express opinions as to what legislative action was
necessary to foster it, while at the same time securing
general protection 1o life and property. .

During the last few weeks, however, a good deal of infor-
mation has been placed before them, and upon the data
thus derived, which they believe to be reliable, they now

- insbruct me to address you, ’

Appended hereto will be found letters from firms who
are the representatives of the trade in Caleutta, and it
wi!l.he observed that their views are ‘supporte’d by the
opinions expressed by the Chamber of Commerce” in
Bombay,

The- opinion airived at by the Commitiee is that the
present law (Aot III of 1865) is sufficiently stringent
for.a\l Practical purposes, excepting perhaps those por:ions
which relate to' the limits of quality or test, and in these

: ° Practicablo as to probably - necessi
their modification at no distant, periodp v necsssiate

The i
w;,euenlﬁpomme of careful legislation will be obvious
5 rememboered thay there are now in this port
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and -in Bombay, (besides the stocks in Madnis, Rangoon,
&e.,) upwards” of 6,000,000 gallons of petroleum landed
under the provisions of the present law, a-large propor-
tion of which will probably be &till in stock on the Ist
January next, and will then, if the present Bill becomo

law, be held to be dangerous. *

The Committee would ask His Honor the Licutenant-
Governor not to overlook the fact that this oil kas hither-
1o proved itself to be not dangerous.

Touching the provisions of the Bill now before them,
T am instructed to remark upon the several sections as
follows :—

Owner~This definition is needless, as the word owner
does not again appear in the Bill. Besides, as the Com-
mittee have’ already pointed out on a previous occasion,
an agent does nol possess the authority which would
enable him to so represent an owner.

Section I.—No legislation should come into force before
ample time has been given for advice at port of shipment,
and for arrival snd sale of cargoes that may be in or
afloat to India : instead of 1st Jauuary.1881, the Com-
mittee would therefore recommend -the 1st May. The
Bill should contain the following proviso :—*“The provi-
sions of this Act shall not apply to kerosine or other
inflammable oils now in or afloal to Indian ports if ship-
ped prior to the date of passing this Act.” This proviso

‘ is obviously necessary to protect the interests of those

merchants who, working in good faith, are now heavily
interested in kerosine oil in stock in Indian ports, and
raust continue to be so interested for several nronths to

come,
~

9
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Section IIL—The Committee, whilst adbering to the
subdivision of kerosine oils into three classes, are strongly
of opinion that the flashing point a fixed by the Bill jg
much too high, and should he as follows f—

Istelass  Prof. Abel's Test 93°% equal 40 Open Test 120°p,

2nd ,, ditto ENERN d!tto_ 100°F,

3d el olls fiashing under 79T by Brofessor Abets
close test, )
T am directad to poit o, in explanation of this sub.
division, that if kerosine oil is classed as in the Bill, and
the limit s’ fixed at 103°F, by Abels test for first cluss
oil, the importations will be very soll, as this “wates
white” or “Qeart of the oil” can only be produced in
limited quantities, and’ at such a.high cost as will practi-
cally prevent its fmportation,

To fix for second cluss oil, or the oil of commerce, o
limit of 88°F, by vAbel’s test would be to de
trade in this article,
test s quite as dangeron

siroy  the
It is proved that ofl of (his high
5 as oil ab 73°F. of the same test,
Indeed, the higher the test the greater is the heag deve-
loped in a burning lamp in o given time. Dy,
opinion, given- to the Home Gover
1871, is as follows :—

Letheby’s
Fament on this poing in

“Such a petroleum
“dent, perfectly safe for
“.convinced, satisfy the conditions of trade ;
“leum of & higher standard, as
“decided on by Paliament,
“ petroleum trade, and by ing
“ petroleums will give a monopoly to the Enﬂ]isll']miﬂﬁn

“oils, The result of this wij) be a burden o:;; the poor
—_—

ﬂlzshing at 100°F." is, T am confi-
usein lamps, ang would, T am
but if petro-
declared in the Bill, is

it will seriously affect the -
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“who are the chief consumers of the oil, without the
“ slightest advantage in. the way of safely.”

This opinion is, the Committee think, entitled to due con-
sideration, as is 2lso Professor Abel's given f‘o' fv!]& Home
Government, wiz. :—'Lheres were not, in his judgment,
“any well-established grounds for considering that that
¢ flashing point (100 degrees)* was nos’mxlcu]ated to
“ afford adequate protection to the public.” These are
the two highest authorities on the subject.

The Committee think it illogical and unreasonable to fix
the limit at 83°F. of Abel’s test, and io exclude 82°, or
indeed any lower limit down to 73°, which .Ks,' from all the
evidencs obtainable, a ¢ perfectly safe” limit, s::y:—lOO
fashing poiut, or 120°of the burning or fire test, ‘This also
appears to Ve the Parliamentary test fixed by 'the Home
Government, This limit, whilst it would admit all the
well-known and established brands, would exclude dan-
gerous oils, ,

Section V.—The limit as to quantity of second class
oil, without n license, should, the’ Committee think, be
raised to 100 gallons.

' Section VI—The rules and regulations are too sm.u-
gent, and go beyond providing adegnafe protection to life
and property. ,

Sections VII, VIII, IX.—Dangerous pe!ralcmu}mdf:’
TEP of Abel’s tost should not he stored i quiniy o
Jarge towns and cities, the Committee bLeing of opinion
“thal stringent rules in this respect are necessary.

Section X—should be made to apply to dangerous oils
only,




68

Section XITL—A duly certified duplicate or copy of the
test should be given to the importer or dealer, in order
'f!';" he may have official evidence of the quality of hig
oil, .

Sections XIV, XV, XVI—In Tegard to possession, the
Pproviso suggested in remarks on Scetion I. would be e
quired as & protection to present holders, and thesé sec-
tions should not he enforced till -after 1st May 1881, if
fndeed the date should not be further extended in the case
of possessors, ‘

Seetion XVIL—The extreme penalty of confiscation ‘

should be enforced only in cases of -proved dishonesty or
intended fraud. ;
The Cormittee’s attention has been directed to the dan-
ger of landing oil in native boats, as in the case of the
“Chalmette” referred to in the Port Commissioners’ Iatest
report.  This risk is now from ship to shore ou’l:y all oil
being landed at the Meteabrooz Ghaut, or on the’opposite
shore, To obviate all chance of fire, the Committee pro-
pose that a watchman from the Port Trust Department
Le.put on each boat, whose duty it shall be, to prevent
boatunen, smoking or using firo or lights under any g,
cumstauces, till all the oil is discharged : the cost of)s 1
watehmen beinghorne by the impo:ters. -
The Commitiée earnestly rec
and opinions to the considerat;

for all India, and the g

s ade ext i .
derinent oy tor ended without fear of

to private Dproperty,

o

i
|
|
|
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To H. W. I Wood, Esq., Seccretary, Bengal
. Chamber of Commerce. Celcutta, 9th August
1880, -

We beg to call.the attention of the Committee to the
Petroleum Bill No. 12 of 1880, now before a Seloot Com-
mittes of the Legislative Council of the Government of
India, and which it is feared will shortly become the
law on this subject.

We enclose a representation which has been made to us
by Messrs. Idmands Brothers on the subject, and which
it appears to us is worthy of the Committec’s attention.

We also enclose copy of a Resolution passed by a Spe-
cial Meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce relat-
ing to, and condemnatory of, this particular Bill.

There are two points to which e would direct the
Committee’s attention :— ’

1st—That as the oil of commerce consists mostly of a
quality ranging from 100° flash to 110° or 73° to 83° of
Abel’s close test, the bill, if it become law, must seriously
restrict, if it does not destroy, this new bran ch of the
import trade. :

The finer oil above 83° AT. is not, we understand,
procurable in quantity.

9nd.—That such an’ exception as the following should
be inserted in the Dbill to prevent heavy loss to holders
and shippérs who, working in good faith, have supplies
in and afloat to India—

«The provisions of this Act shall not apply to kerosine -
< or other inflammable oils now in or afloat to Indian ports,
if shipped prior to the date of passing this Act.”
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There. are, we understand, upwards of 390,000 cases of
ketosine oil in this poit, mostly of the second and third
classes, and there is no doubt a large stock in Bombay
also, If the Petroleum Bill is passed in its present state
it will cause ruinously heavy losses to holders and to nli
interested. It is incredible ‘chat so stringent and sweep.-
ing a law should be placed before a Select Committes of
the Legislative Council without being submitted to the
Chambers of Commerce of Bengal and Bombay for their
opinion and remarks, and without a clause of the nature
we have indicated being included in it to protect traders
already heavily iuterested in this trade,

We are,
Dear Sir, )
Yours faithfulty,
KETTLEWELL, BULLEN & Co.

Messrs, Kerreowir, Buney & Co.,
Calewtia, 5th August 1880.

We wish to eall your attention to the provisions of the
new Petroleum Bill, a copy of which appears in the last
Gazette of India, 24th July, in hopes that you will induce
the Chamber of Commerce to consider it, and make a strong
Tepresentation to the Government of the absmdity o?
seV({lﬂ\ of the sections, aud of the great injustice and pe-
cuniary loss which will result to the owners of kerosine
on and after 1st January 1881,
fon‘:’;i:]g“?;c{iz:s‘;vll.l Join with us in objecting to the

.

i
i
f
I
I

7

Section (1.)—New legislation should ouly apply to new
imports, gs the present stock of oil, and that on the way,”
was imported and shipped in good faith, at an increased
cost to meet the requirements of the present Jaw, and
there is likely to be over 20 lakhs of gallons in Caleutta
alone on Ist January 1881, of dangerous petroleum, for
which no license can be granted (See (7) (¢) ).

(8. The fisture of the standard of sctond class oil 10°
above that legalized in England will greatly increase the
cost and curtail consumption amongst the natives, while
83° ol is as dangerous as 73°, as either only becomes dan-
gerous in case of a general conflagration,

Section (5.)—The restriction of holding only 40 gallons
of second class oil will work greatly to the detriment of the
retail trade, if every shopkeeper is exposed to the annoy-
ance of taking out a liconse, and it is.impossible to carry
on business if their stock is only allowed to be 4 cases.

(7.) b. & c.—Every one knows perfectly well the puipose
for which 99 per cent. of all kerosine is used in this
country, i.¢,, for burning, so that the absurdity of clanse
(¢) is at once seen, and the power granted to the Local
Government thereunder.

(8)—Forbids any one from’ buying even one tin or 5
gallons, and doubtless every large . boarding-1 in Cal-
cutta-contains now, at least, 100 gallons.

(10) (c)—This will necessitate the labels on the tins
being stamped in America, and as tha tests differ so much, *
or the mode of testing in the two countries, that it will
be very difficult to induce the packers to do this, as no
other country in the \\’Ol\[d demands it
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(18)—A duplicute’copy of the test should also be pro-
vided to'the importer or dealer, tliat he may ‘have the
same evidence. -

(716 this bill i passed as it stands,” 2 Iukhs oses
kerosine may be coutiséated on Ist January next, which
must be destroyed where it is §tored, as the Government
can meither keep, possess, nor trausport daungerous petro-
leum, nor even destroy it under (7) (c), as other petroleum,
other than dangerous, can also be destroyed. ’

Withont touching on the “square,”
our astonishment at, such a Bill s th
such a high official.

we must express
his emanating from

Yours faithfulty,
EDMANDS BROTITERS & Co.

THE PETROLEUM BILL.
_—

A$ the Special General Meeting of the Chamber to be
luf]l(llbon 1he 814 of August 1880, the following Resolution
Will be propoced by G. A, Rrrrripag, s a:d

. y onde
by R. A. Ricmarpsoy, Esq. :— ’ q,‘ seonded

“That hitherto Municipal 1ules by
to guard against any dangers, real
case of kerosine oil,

ave proved sufficient
or supposed, in the

“That in the opinion of {his
brought forward to eall ino ope
of Section 87 of et XIT, o
provision has heen Proved to
-egislation is needed,

Chamber nothing has been
ration even the provisions
{1875, aud that, until that
be ineflectual, no further
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% That the Bill introduced into the Legislative Council
of -India, called the Petroleum Bill, must, if made law,
seriously. restrict, if it does not entirely check, this im-
portant and rapidly growjng trade, :

“That the Government of India be respectfully ree
quested to postponc further consideration of the proposed
Bill until good cause be shown for the ‘necessity of res-
trictive measures.

“That the Committee of the Chamber be requested to
represent these views to His Lordship the Governor~
General in Council.” .

J. GORDON,
Seerctary.

[Carried unanimously.))

Messes. Kerriewerr, Buniey & Co.,
Calcutta, 21st August 1880.

We should csteem it a favor if your Mr. O’Keefe as a
member of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerco
would urge upon the other members the necessity of
protesting, in common with the Bombay Chamber,
agaivst the Petroleum Bill as introduced into the Gover-
nor-General’s Council.

It would have been as well if the Chamber’s represent-
ative on the Petroleum Committee, having been outvoted
on every point, had refrained from signing the report,
but the mistake may be rectificd now by prompt reference
to the Government of the Qade’s objections to the Bill,

. : 10
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Seetion Ist—which stipulates that the Act shall come
on 1st January 1881, is so manifestly unjust to those who
have kerosine in' stock or afloat, that we think it is only
neeessary to bringit to the notice of Government to
have an extension of time allowed.

Section 3rd.—TIt has yet to be satisfactorily proved
that kerosine flashing at 78° by Abel’s test (100° by
Parliamentary test and 118° by American test) is not
sufficiently high for the safety of the public. Until last
year scarcely a single case of oil flashing above 100° {Par—
liamentary test) had been imported into Caleutta from
America; the bulk of the imports flashed at 94° Par-
liamentary test, (110° to 112° American test). Merchants
bad no intention of importing oil that was considered
dangerous, but the reason of such oil being imported
layin ‘the ignorance that prevailed, both among’ the
importers and the police, as to what was consideer dan-
gerous oil under Act No, 1IL of 1865 of the Bengal
Council.  Merchants in good ﬂﬁfth, as we ourselves did on

the arrival of a cargo, presented the American certificate, -

showing a flashing (or rather burning) point of 112.° This
was-on each oceasion aceepted by the police, and no fur-
LI}e; interference took place.  As soon, however, as it was
discovered (in March and April 1879) that the American
test was not the same as the Caleutta test, (though the
Act specifies no particular style of tesliné)
ment in the quality of oil imported tdok
date no ships have left America for
flashing below 100°
of opinion,

an improve-
place; from that
. Caleutta with oil
o 10 Patliamentary test.  Wo are strongly
erefore, that the terms of the

A . resent Bengal
Act would, if applied to al] Indian ports Yo n y

. be suffici
prevent the importation of oil © suficiont (o

ciuder 100° Parliamentary

7
“test. The only alteration to be made being the substitu- *
tion of Abel’s test at 78° for Parliamentary test ab 100.°
The Act at the present moment, except on this last point,
seems to bo working most satisfactorily.

That the standard now fixed upon is too high for or<
dinary lighting purposes, while at the same time 100°
(Parliamentary test) is sufficiently high for safety, was the
opinion held by the late Dr. Letheby, who was considered
one of tho first authorities on mineral oils in England,
and whose opinion was taken by the English Government,
when the Petroleum Bill was before Parliament, for he
wrote in 1871—¢ Such a petrolenm” (flashing at 100°)
“is, T am confident, perfectly safe for ise in lamps, and
would satisfy the conditions of trade; but if petroleum
of a higher standard, as declared in the Bill, is decided
on by Parliament, it will seriously affect the petroleum
trade, and by shutting out the "American petroleums
will give a monopoly to the English parafin oils. The
xesult of this will be a burden on the poor, who are chief
consumers of the oil without the slightest advantage in the
way of safety.”

We believe that not a single instance can be cited of
any serious accident having bappened with oil flashing
above 73° .

The establishment of such a high test as 83° will erip-.
ple, if it does not destroy, a rapidly increasing trade
and lay a hardship on both merchants and consumers.

The fear which is entertained by so many persons who
are unacquainted with the article avises from a belief
that kerosine can take fire spontancously, that opinion
being actually given by the Advocate-General last year,
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when a legal point connected with the Act was refered to
him. For what we know, the introducers of the Bil]
may be subject to the same delusion, oo

Section 5—is absurdly stringm{t, and sufficient to ruin
':my’ trade. Oil that is considered safo enough to be
imported should be perfectly free in transport and
storage, - .

Section 10—practically gives premium to dishonest
dealers.  We think there would be no harm in marking
cases which contain oil flashing below 78°; but to make
a difference between two classes of oil, ivhich are both
_n]]o\yed to be imported, say flashing at 83° and 84° i, jn
our opinion, beyond the provinee of the Government, )

Yours fuithfully,
BALMER, LAWRIE & CO.

From Bombay Chamber 1o Chamber.
vy Bombay, 161k August 1880,

I am desired to forward f .
N or th f i
Chamber 6 printed co he information of your

Dies of the lotter addressed .b i
)y this
Chamber to the Goverament of India on the I4th instant,

" From Chamber 1o Government o India.
Bombm, Ldth . August 1880.

™0 you that at a Special General
ber of Commerce, “held on $rd

Tam divected to info
Meeting of the Chamn]

3¢
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instant, the following Resolution, of which due notice had
been given to members, regarding the Petroleum Bill,
which is now before the Législative Council of the Gov-
ernor-G 1, was carried i ly, namely :—

«That hitherto Municipal rales have proved sufficient
to guard against any dangers, real or supposed, in
the case of kerosine oil.

¢ That in the opinion of this Chamber nothing has been
brought forward to call into operation even the pro-

* visions of Section 37 of Act XII of 1875, and that,
until that provision has been proved ‘to be ineffec-
tual, no further legislation is needed.

“That the Bill introduced into the Legislative Council
of India," called the Petroleum Bill, must, if made
law, seriously restrict, if it does not entirely check, this
important and rapidly growing trade.

“That the Government of India be respecifully re-
quested to postpone further consideration of the pro-
posed Billuntil good cause be shown for the neces-
sity of restrictive measures, X

“That the Committee of the Chamber be requested to
represent these views to his Lordship the Governor-
Goneral in Council.”

In forwarding this Resolution for the consideration of
the Government of India, the Committec of the Cham-
ber desire me respectfully to invite the attention of Gov-
ernment to the proceedings of the Chamber which are

-attached hereto, and with great deference to urge that,
if Government are unwilling to withdraw the Bill, the
further consideration of I may at least be postponed

R NSRS
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until the Council returns-to Calcutta, when it may be
possible to send a deputation from Bombay to confer
with the Select Committee ori the subject.

1 have the honor to be,

o Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. GORDON,
Sceretary,

From Chamber to Bombay Chamber.
Calcutta, 9th-September 1880,

T have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor of the 16th of last month, forwarding copy of a
letter, dated- the 14th ultimo, addressed by y:\lr Chamber
to.the Goverument ‘of India relative to the Petroleum
g;‘l], :nd attaching  thereto - the proceedings of your
Pwapr:s:(;,llex;li;ll ;’:O:,l,]e 3rd August, in connection with th‘ut

Tam directed by m
your commuuication,
their own letter to 4
same subject,

y Committee to thank you for
and to furnish you with a copy of
he. Government of India on the

L
From Bombay Chamber to Chamber.
Bombay, 151, September 1880.

u}; tlhe Committes of fhis Chamber to
v detter of the 9th instant, enclosing
r» ated the deh instant, addressed by

Tam dirccted
thank you for you

e N
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your Chamber to'the Govenrment of Bengal on ihe sub-
ject of the Petroleum Bill. °

The Commitice at the same time desirc me to add
that a Special Committee has been appointed by this
Chamber to consider the provisions of the Bill, and that
the Report.of your Chamber’ thereon will be submitted
to the special committee. .

Trom Chamber to Madras Chamber.
Caleutta, 9th September 1880.

You have probably received from the Bombay Cham-
ber copy of their letter to the Government of Tundia re-
lative to the Petroleum Bill, and of the proceedings of
thicir Special General Meeting, held on the 3rd of last
month, in conmection with the proposed legislation : and
I am instructed to furnish you with a copy of this Cham-
Der’s letter to the Government of India on the sawe
subject. .

*FACTORY LABOR BILL.

A circular having been forwarded by the
Government of Bengal to the agents and secre-
taries of all -the Companies engaged in the
manufacturing industry of the province, it was
deemed advisable to hold a meeting of the repre-
sentatives of all the wmills, in order to discuss
_the Factory bill in all its bearings and to draw
up an united protest against its provisions. The
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meeting was held, and the result was (‘.Mt thig

Chamber’s letters of the 22nd February 1879

and 18th March 1880 fo the Government were

endorsed in every particular.. The united protest
- sent into Glovernment of Bengal is appended.

From Chamber to G’mrcmmuﬂ of Bengal.
Calcutta, 14th July 1880,

The Committee of the Cliamber of Commerce desire me
ltouad;\l;m\'ledge the xeceipt, on the 20th ultimo, of your
etter No. 13 of the 23id idem, relativ 4
TFactory Labor Bill No, 2, ' 0 theamended

The Committee having already expressed their opinions

of the proposed measure to the Government of India in

the Legislative Department, i
Nar 5 10 a letter dated the 18th

Y are unable to add an:
t ) y remarks to
I::t ;:?Presen{tntx.on, T am directed to forward a copy of
Govemmmnmgatmf: “for submission to the Licutenant.
wil be:fe: n: Jhieh tho Comsittcs requost s Honor
sed to accept by way of
ence under acknowledgment, Y feply to your refer-
—

To the Governmens of Bengal.

Caleutta, 2961, Juiy 1880.

We have the honor to acknowled

Mis : Gir: No. 13

Uir: No. of the 28
of a Bill No, II to regulate ],
copy o_f the report of the Select,
requesting an expression of Opini

'ge the receipt of your
ultimo, forwm-ding copy
abor in Factories, with
Committee thereon, and.,
t:p ou the said Bill,
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We, the Agents, Managers' and Secretaries of several
Companics, having Mills and Tactories in Bengal, and
now engaged in, the Jute and Cotion industries in this
province, have given the said Bill our most caveful
consideration. .

With this reply to your circular, we beg t6 hand copies
of the letters sent to the Government of Bengal by the
Bengal Chamber of Commeree, dated 226d February 1879,
and to the Government of India, dated 18th March last,
the former objecting to Bill No, 1, and the latter condemn-
ing the, compulsory character of the Bill No. IL We
cordially approve the aforesaid letters in every particular, and
hereby respectfully protest against any legislation ou this
subject, as alike uncalled for aud unnecessay. We are
unanimously of opinion that if legislative action is taken, .
it accordance with the Bill under examination, the jute
and cotton manufacturing industries, now struggling for
existence, owing to various causes, will be much trammell- |
ed and harassed, and many of them may be ruined. We
record the following objections —

Secs. 8 & k—Inspection of factories.—We are cons
viriced that- the interference of Inspectors and their
assistants and subordinates will demoralize labor and
Jead to many vexatious difficalties. Inspectors are given
too much power by the Bill. :

Sees. 5 & 6.-~We append Lereto opinions of medical
practitioners, showing how unreliable. the test of age is.
We are certdin that however skilful the certifying surgeon
fu any distiict: may be he will not be able to give a 1e-
Jiable cortificate of age. See. 5 must, we are agreed,
cause a serious hindrauce to mill work. New boys come
. 11
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into work weckly, and if they have no certificate,
not obtain one from any cause, many of them will Jog
employment. - Sec. 6 will prove impracticable in its
operation in’the abseuce of a bixth'record.”
native childven have such a record
by medical men th:
by which the age of
The age may vary
conditions.

Sec. 16, Ist & 20d clauses must of necessity prove
impracticable. . No manager of a factory
to, or prove, the age of a child without great and vexa-
tious trouble, loss of time, and perhaps  stoppage  of his
factory for one or more days. No two surgeons are
likely to agree as to the ages of native children, The
effect of the Zud clanse may prove tobe thatone mil
isallowed to go on whilst another is put to the most
harassing  trials in regard to ages .of children, who are,
perhaps, expert spitiners and weavers, and carning good
wages.  We see 10 reason to unsettle this arrangement,

Lastly.—The Select Committee who reported ou the
Bill (No. II) do not in any single instance appear to be
gentlemen who employ factory labor, or who have had
auy practical experience on the subject.
to have ‘arisen the very
II) du its present form,
mittee leaves the above obj

or can~

Few, if any,
It bas been helg
ab there ate no physical indications
a native child can be determined.

as much as two years under certain

could swear

Hence, it appears
partial approval of ‘the Bil] (No.
The repor of the Select Com-
ections unsettled,

In recording owr protest against the Byl ¢o regulate
]nbol‘inﬁactories, We would respectfully suggest to His
Honor the Lieutenaut-Governor of o) s
Bill s nocessary (whigh e emphatically
a Select Committee of ‘gentlemey eugy,

gal, if indeed any
deny), to appoint ~
ged in the jute
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and cotton industries in Bengal in co-operation th.h
such officials as Government, may approve, and from their

- 1eport and recominendations to frame an act which will

be alike fair in all its terms and conditions to the
cemployer and employed.  Thig the Bill (No. II) utterly

» fails to do in our opinion.

‘We have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your obedient servants,
Arcar & Co., Seebpore Jule Manufacturing Coy., Ld.

- Barry & Co, Gourepore Company, Ld.

ErxsraauseNy & OnsrorLyy, Howrah Mills Coy., Ld.
Fryvay, Muik & Co., Champdany Jute Coy., Ld.
Macexerwy & Co., Gunges Jute Mills Coy., Ld.
Krrroewewr, Buuney & Co., Fort Glomﬁ] ﬁicho., ™
o} o F. E, PATTESON, Serajyunge
pp. Hoare, Miirir & Co, F. T punge
Mackyon, Mackexzie & Co, India Jute Coy., Ld.
Scroexne, KiLsury & Co., t?cmmu.ggw' Jute Fupézzy .
Gro. Huxpursos & Co., Burnagore Jute Fuctory Co., Ld.
Birxmyre Brorurrs, Hostings Jute Wo: ’
THE i te Coy., Ld.
RusaToN Brotaers, dsiatic Jute Coy., ) .
A.R. McInrosn, Liguidator, Caloutta Jute HMills Co., Ld.
A;u)rus\\' Yurt & Co., Budge Budge Jute Mills Coy., Ld.
g ill:
Kegrrewery, Buiey & Co., Bowreal Cotton M(f'oj 1.
3 ry C il Coy, Ld.
. H. RonIxsoN, Goosery Cotton 1
Scmorng, Kinsury & Co., Dunbar Cotlon Mtlls,Uo{.; fd.
’ K ¢ Garden Reach Cotton
Mackinyoy, Mackenzic & Co., Gar A?:ll eac Qotton
Axprew Yurs & Co, Bengal Mills Coy., Ld.
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" TRADE-MAR!(S BILL.

The Commitice have been asked by the Govy-
ernment of Bengal to express their <;pi11i01| on
the Indian decdlarl{s Bill ( No. IT), and it
will be gathered from the annexed correspon-
dence that the views they held last yeal as to
" the absence of any necessity for legislation, and
as to the objectionable character of several mate-
vial provisions of the proposed Bill, have not been
modified by furtlier consideration,

From Governpment of Bengal to Chamber,—
No. 1643, Dated Caleutia, 29th March 1880.

T am divected to forward he b a copy of a Bill
(No. 11 to provide for the registration of trade-marks,
together with a copy of the Report of ihe
tee thereon; and to request that you will be g0 good as to
fﬂ,‘jbl.' the Licutenant-Governor with an expression of the
opinion of the Chamber on the provisions of the Bill,

2. 1 am.to ask that y
by the 15th June next,

Seleet Commit-

our reply may reach this office

From Chamber to the Government of Bengal.

Caleutta, 30., June 1380.

he Committee of
d th X r
]C;[?:n?xc:s to acknowledge o Teceipt of y‘:u(shl’z:lll:jl fo
' mustant, asking for ay egy] i o
, asking ¥ expressi inion i
regard to the Bill ( No, L) to /f)rovipde l::: :]fleor;'l;;;‘:l‘:ln

I am directed by t
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tion of trade-marks, forwarded by you on 29th March,
accompanied by a copy of the report thereon by a Select.
Committee of the Legislative Council.

Phe Committee have again, for some time past, had
under consideration the subjact of this Bill, and they have
fnvited the general body of members of the Chamber to
express their opivions i regard 1o it The result s that
the Committee .se¢ no reason to change the views they
expressed in their ieiter to the Government of Bengal,
datod 22ud August 1879, iz, that if the bill can be
made to apply exclusively to Indign manufactures it will
meet with their approval, but fu its present form, and in-
tended as it is to apply also to imported goods of Eu-
vopean manufacture, it must have their strenuous opposi-
tion,

Tt would appesr that -the Bombay Chamber of Com-
merce do not now take (his view of the question, as they
advocate the extension of the Bill so as to include all

trade-marks of goods swherever mannfactured ; this, how-

ever, appears (o be a distinet departure from the.original
and unobjectionable intention, viz, that there should be
legislation only aud eutively for the prolection of the
cotton spinning and manufacturing industries of Bombay.

From those engaged in trade in the Bengal Presidency
1o remonstrancss on account of the want of such an Act
have ever come, and, 1o difficultics Laving arisen from its
absence, no desire has been  expressed for lcgislation.
The- Committee therefore respectiully submit that it will
be unusual and unfnir to make the provisions of such Act
extend to Bengal. Their opinion is that it will be time
enough to make the extonsion when tho want becomes
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felt, and when those whose interests the ‘Government
bave in view express a desire for protection,

e Goverument is natwally anxious 0 carry ont the
wishes of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and of the
Mill Owners’ Association ; and, such being the case, the
Committee would submis that the proposed bil might be
made to apply to that Presidency ouly ; this would meet,
the wishes of those who have asked for legislation and
who consider legislation necessury or desirable,

o xegund to the proposal mads in their letter of 29,
August 1879, 1o restriet the Act entirely to trade-marks
used in connection with Tudian produots, the Committee
aduwit that thers may be diffioulties (such as have been
pointed out by the Special Comrmittce), bt those diffi-
culties, or pssible Lavdships to the Mavchestor manufac-
turer from his not being able to register his marks in
India, could be provided for by an admission ghat regis-
tation in England is fo be equivalent ta registration here,
in which case detection

ould soon follow any attempt
sted in the e_\:ampie given) to appro-
Priate marks alieady registered in Lugland ; and, more-
over, the Committee thi it improbable that, any home
mavufacturer could he injtied by bLis marks being used-
on any cloths mads in this country.

(a5 has been sugges

The Special Commitiee have ais

0 pointed out that, in
event of registration in Fyo! nd ¢

g the right to regis-
ter here, & manufuctwer viho desived to
mark in use in thic country
‘get it registered in Iingland,
and therehy

appropiiate a”
bub ot registered, might
than bave it registered here,
gt o presumptive, and thercafter, under
certuincircumstances, an absolute fitle to it as against the

true owners ; but the Committee submit that the ease is
one which would rarely, if ever, occur in practice, and
need hardly, therefore, affect the question.

Again, T am desired o point out—shat appears to have
been overfooked—that a work fnch 15 is proposed could
never be performed by a Registrar having no technical
S that he must, as in Eugland,

of experts, and that at home
this has been found to eutail an amount of Iabor which was
never contemplated, and that cven if such necessary ex-

knowledge of ‘the subject.;
be assisted by a comumitt

perience and technical knowlodge cxist in this countiy,
it would e praciically mpussible to find men possessing

them who could afford the time necessary for such work.

The Committee do not. sce” why, registration of (rade.
marks in England beiug accepted by Taw

equivalent to
registration here, it could mnot be arranged to give the
manufactwer of Tndian products power to register his
marks in Bogland and under the Tnglish Act, which
would do away with all ncoes

vy for special legislation in
this country. )

The Commitice do ot kuow whether it might uoj be
possible, as another alicr

ative, to have a Registration
Ofice in India for the exclusive regisiering of trade-
marks for Indian products, that office: being provided
with-photographed o other duplicates of all marks regis-
tered at home, so as to adwsit of such marks only being
registered here as do not happen to be registered at liome,

Tn conclusion, and referring to the foregoing, the Con.
mittee desire me to
(1y=That they object 10 the proposed Bill, op jhe
" grounds thut registration is not required in this Presf-
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dency, and that even a permissive Act would cause great
and unneeessary inconvenience. :

2)~The Act might be made local, applicable ouly to
the Bomiay Presideucy. .

(3)—In cvent of the Gordrnment determining to legis-
late for the whole of India, it would be desirable cither
to make registration in Bugland equivalent to registration
here, or to provide thiat all registrations be made at home.

RECISTRATIOR OF PARTNERSHIPS.

With regard to this important subject, the
Committee are endeavouring to draft, a Bill which,
whilst entailing no hardships on the native
communiiy, will give those trading with native
firms the secarity they ought to possess.

The Committee feel that the subject " is sur-
rounded with great difficulties, and that the ut-
most.care will have to be taken in drafting the Bill,
bub they trust these are not insurmotntable.

Recent cases in court have shown how very

desirable such registration is. Kivery one who

has had o bring an action ageinst a Native firm
isaware of the extreme difficulty of ascertaining
who are veally parners, and of the facility with
which in the present state of the law men can
conceal their connection with any firm.

any

S
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I'rom Chamber to the Government of India,
Calcutta, 19th June 1880.

With referencé to this Chamber’s letter of the 23rd
March 1867, your anmswer of the 31st July 1867, my
reply of the 16th September 1867, and your acknowledg-
ment of the 4th October 1867, I am directed by the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce again to ad-
dress you on- the subject of the registration of Native
Partnerships. E

In the last of the letters above referred to, His Excel-
lency the Governor-General in Council was pleased to
state that the subject would be considered in the Legis-
lative. Department, but the Committee regret that since
that date no such legislation as that proposed has taken
place.

The subject is such a pressing one, and of such vital
importance to the commercial community, that the Com-
mittee of the Chamber are compelled once more to bring
it before the Government, although at the same time
they feel it to be unnecessary to go iuto the question
at any length, this having been done in the correspondence
above referred to, and in the more recent letter addressed
by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce on the same
subject. The question is, moreover, thoroughly uunder-
stood by Government, as was shown in their letter of
31st July 1867 ; and the Committeo are confident that
they have only to wrgeon [is Excellency the Governor-
General in Couneil the imporlance of passing some

& for pell such ion of partner-
ships as will enable the commercial community to have
confideuce (not at pesest possible) in dealings with

12
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Native firms, to eusure at once that the matter will again
be taken into consideration in the Legislative Depart-
ment. . )

Cases are constantly occurrihg, where, according to
the best information obtainable, a man is supposed to be
a partuer in-a Native firm, but when that firm becomes
insolvent he escapes from respousibility by denying a
partnerzhip which cannot be proved ; and, in like manner,
a Native wheu sued and his goods attached puts foryard
some one else as being in putnership with him, which
person therenpon can laim the goods so attached as the
property of the partnership,

The following cases and & published Jjudgment of the
Small Canse: Cowrt fully illustrate the difficulties mer-
chants have to contend against, and how helpless they
are in- the absence of any legal protection of the charac-
ter for which the Committee now apply.

——

Lam Churn Dass and Swrhosook: Dass Rs. 8111120

Dhwmsook Dass, Sookdeh Dass » 1,250-6-6

. These dealexs failed about the beginning of ’Septembcr
1877, and when the plaintiffs came to institute action
against them, it was found that the same partners were
trading under different names, A decree was obtained
against the defendants in {he Small Cause Court on
separate. causes of action for the whole of the above
amount, with the exception of o promissory note of
Rs. 1728120, which was beyend the Jjurisdiction of
the Court.

The plaintiffs thereupon took out warrants

‘ against the
men and tied to arrest them but could nof o

b succeed in
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«loing 50, as they remained in concealment for some time,
only coming out on Sundays and holidays, when they
-could not be arrested, and, finally, they fled to Rajpootana,
after remaining some time at Chandernagore. One
‘or more of the men are at present in concealment in Cal-
cutta or its meighbowrhood, but it is believed outside the
Timits of ‘Caleutta, and therefore beyond the jurisdiction
of the Small Cause Cowrt, and are endeavouring to make
arrangements to re-commence business as soon as the
Statute of Limitation enables them to doso. The men
ave well known to possess money and property of con-
siderable value, but the same being situated in the Native
State of Rajpootana, itis practically beyond reach of a
warrant of any Court.

Nashainul Choonilall—Failed 24th October 1877.
The liabilities of the firm were about 13 lakh of rupees,
and on the evening before their failure, they took delivery
from several firms, Tbey fled to Rajpootana, and, up to
date, . their creditors have not realized anything from
them.

Sewbuw Bungshe Dhur.—TFailed about the end of April
of the current year. Liabilities about 1 lac. Up to
the evening before they suspended they took delivery

of considerable quantities of goods, and on the following -

morning, when the failure became known, there was not a
gingle piece of goods or an article of furniture remaining
in theirshop or godown. The parties bave, it is suid,
fed to Rajpootana,
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(Before J, V. Woodman, Lsq.
NoGENDRONATH DUTT AND ANoTHER
k2N
ULLMANN, Hinrscrory Axp Conpaxy.
This was an uterpleader.glaim for Rs, 123,

Foodansen—1n this case the plaintiffs interplead
fir “:*‘rl,viu goods which have been seized by the dofen-
sants i execution of a decico obtained by them against
oue Netto Gopal Dutt. From the evidence, it appears
there was a joint ancestral family business carried on by
one Haradbone Dutt and Netto Gopal Dutt in partner-
ship, uuder the name of Haradhone Dutt, and that on
t-he death of Haradhone, his two sons, the present plain-
tiffs, inherited his share in the business, .which was still
carried ou in the name of Haradhone, The evidence also
shows that, with regard to one'of them at any rate, viz,
.Nogeudf"o, he, as well as Netto Gopal, took an active pat
i eaying on the business, The goods seized, consisting
of candles, are goods which the firm was in the hubit of
burchasing, and in which they dealt; they are seized in
the shop where the busiuess is carried on, and 1 have no
doubt whatever, they were goods puichased in the course
of the joint business and out of the funds of that business.

Tor the defendants it is coutended that they are not
partners, because of the absence of any express :'Ar'reemenl
to combine. I don’t think an express agreement. 1;’ecessm'y.
f&s ] have said, two of them at least took an active part
1o the management; they all lived on the profits of the
business, and they would have had to live on less if there
tad been losses; the xent, of the shop was paid in the
;:nn:lel ':f Haradhone ‘Dutt, and {le license was taken out

At name:  So that cer tainly some agreement to
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carry on business together in that name may be implied,
and something more than a mere combination of property
or co-ownership may be said to exist. Then it is said
that these persons, the plaintiffs, are in the position of
representatives of a deceased partner who had left money

*in the firm, or children of a deceased partner receiving

a portion of the profits by way of annuity, and are there-
fore, in the former case, under Section 241 of the Contract
Act, and in the latter under Section 243, not partners ;
but the facts of this case go further than the circum-
tances to which those sections apply ; for here, so far from
merely leaving money ‘in the firm, or merely being in
receipt of a share of the profits, they are actually assist-
ing in carrying it on. Being partners, what has happen-
ed is this: that, in oxecution of a decree against one
partner, partnership property has been seized, and as this
Cowt has power only to sell the actual goods and chattels
belonging to the judg debtor, and not any right,
title, or interest in them which he may have, I have no
alternative but to release the goods. XMy sympathies
are entirely with the defendants, but until some law is
passed making compulsory the registration of the names
of those who are partners in native business firms, there
will always be cases in which execution creditors will be
sufferers from being unable to join as defendants all the
partners of a firm, and in all- such cases this Court can
give them no relief if they seize the partnership property.s
In no possible view of this case could I hold that these
goods are the sole and exclusive property of their judg-
ment-debtor, and, therefore, it follows, T could not order
them to be sold, I think the property seized oughf. to.
be released, > '
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The Committee understand that . the main diﬁicu]ty

which the Government has hitherto experienced in fram-
ing any measure to meel the case has been -« that of defin-
ing what a partnership really i§, and, consequently, to
prevent the hardship \\'Inich‘ would ensue were persons
entering into partnerships for'special ventures obliged to
vegister such co-partnerey. But this is a difficulty which,
in the opinion of the Committee, can be overcome: for
the line, they submit, could. without much difficulty be
drawn between temporary partnerships and those of a
recognised and more or less durable nature existing

© amongst native firms having publicly known places of
b\lsinessr, .

The Committee trust that His Bxcellency the Gover-
Por-Geneml in Council will be pleased to give this very
important subject the consideration which, they respect-
fally submit, it demands, .

From Government of Bengal to Chaniber.—
No. 3588, Duted Caleutta, the 29th July 1880.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No.—; datéd the 19th June last, to the address of the
Goveroment of India in the Legislative Department, " on
the s||bjfcb of providing by legislation for the compul*
sory registration of Native Partnerships,

2 Inzeply, T am to state for the

T information of the
Chamber of Commerce,

ference with the Tndjan

; custopz whereby members of
native fiims often belong

to undivided families,

S
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8. Lamat the same time to forward the accompany-
fug copy of a letter No, 2099, dated the 3rd_ Novembor
1879, to the address of the Government of Bombay, which
conveys the views of His scollency the Governor-Gene-
ral in Council in the matter:

From Government of Indic fo Government of
Bombay, No. 2099, dated Simla, the 3rd ._Z\fove:m
ber 1879, )

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 5376, dated the Gth September lust, forwarding copy
of a lettor, with its accompaniments, from the Chairman
and Secretary of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce on
the subject.of a proposed legislative enactment to pro-
vide for the compulsory registration of partnerships,

2. Inreply, T am to say that the Governor-General
in “Council' has little doubt, but that the diffieulty des-
cribed by the Bombay Chautber of Commerce is a real
one ; and the question for consideration is, whether it is
practicable to remove or remedy it by legislation in the
direction indicated. The objections which have appeared
to the Goverument of Tndia to exist to such legislation
have been fully set forth in the previous correspondence
ending with the letter from this office No. 2583, dated
13th October 1874 Since then a large body of repre-
sentative native merchants have signified *their concur-
rence in the recommendation of the Chamber, and the
Bombay Government have given their support to the
measure proposed in the énclosures of your present letter,
Tf, as appears to be the case, the Bombay Chamber of
Commerce and their legal advisers consider it practi-
cable to fiame an enactment which, while avoiding the
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objections which have heen taken by the Government,
of India, would nevertheless tend to effect the desired
object, the most convenient course would perbaps be to
invite the Chamber of Commerce to ju‘epxuc aund sul-
mit, through the Government of Bombay, for the consi-
deration of the Governor-General in Council, a draft of
such a measwe as they would wish to see enacted. If
the Bombay Government see no objection 1o this course
His Excellency in Coundil authorises its adoption.

3. In framing this draft it will be necessary clearly
to distinguish between transitory and standing partner-
ships and to avoid the difficulties arising from the exist-
ence, in the ease of native mercantile and banking firms,
of members belonging to undivided families, His Bx-
cellency in Couneil is further of opinion that the scope
of the Bill should, in the first instance, be limited to the
Presidency towns, and that in this view it should provide
that no firm having its sole. or principal place of business
ina Presidency town, and not being registered, should be
allowed to sue third parties, and no member of such a
firm  should be allowed to sue bis co-partners on the
original side of the High Court, or in the ‘local Court of
Small Causes.

4. Tam to add, that the Governor-General in’ Gouncil
cannot give any pledge that a diafy bill, if submiited,
will be accepted by the Government of India, but His
Excellency in Council will be pre;
careful consideration thereto, and wil
as may be practicable, to give cffect, to
mercantile community of Bombay,
the Bombay Chamber of Commere
as they may be supported by the B

pared to give his
I endeavour, so far
the wishes of the
as expressed through
e, in the matter, so far
ombay Goverument,
—_—
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Irom Chamber to Bombay Chamber.
- Calcutta, 6th September 1880.

The Committee of "this Chamber recently addressed
the Government of India on the subject of the compulsory
registration of partnerships, and since (l)fm they have
observed with much intetest the proceedings of your
Chamber in regard to the same subject.

By your kindness the Committee have received a .copy
of your Solicitors draft hill and of the correspondence
relating to it, but it is with much regret that they find
you had given up all idea of ]eg|slafion, there be}n;:
apparently so many practical difficulties in the way of it.

The compulsory registration of partnerships is, as oan
be Jjudged by the frequency with which the subject has
been revived in both Chambers, of considerable importance
to the mercantile community ; and perbaps the want of
such an Act is felt here even more than in your city : and
it therefore appears to the Committee that, before ceasing
to urge the attention of Government to the subject, it
would be desirable to discuss the difficulties, and see
whether they cannot be overcome,

The Committee had intended to ask the Chamber’s
Solicitors Lo prepare a draft bill, but Jearning that Messrs,
Craigie, Lynch, and Owen had done this on_your 4helmlf,
it seemed best to request you to let us consider theirs.

They accordingly placed it beforg (h?ir S'olicitovs,
Méssrs, Sanderson & Co., who hfwe given it their fullest
attention, and made some sugges.housl which you}r Co.m.
mitted will perhaps kintly consider, iw cousultnho]l;thh
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the framers of the draft bill, in order to

see whether
something cannot be made of them,

Messis. Sunderson & Co. agreo with Stossis Craigie,
Lynch, and Owen in thinking” that. there are no legal
diffculties in the way of legislation, and they also copour
o the opinion that thers is no 1eal foundation for the
objection as regards compulsory registration of the names
of partners, mewmbers of . joint Hindoo family,

causing
A substantial modificazion of the Jaw

regarding undivided
Hindoo families ;—at least Government should be asked
to point out in what respect the law would be modified
or altered.

As regards the clauses of the draft bill as it stands, it
would be desirable t6 make the local extent apply to
the Presidency towns and a radius of 10 miles round
them; many luge native dealers in  thi
having their pl
township,

s Presidency
aces of husiness some distance out of the

Our Solicitors suggest that under Part VI the penalty
or mon-registration of partnership should be made
severe, irrespective of the disqualification in regard to
instituting proceedings in’ Courts of law 5 but it is not
improbablo that Boverument might object to this, and
that was probably wiat your advisers had in view when
omitling it.

The chicf practical diffienty i
template in the working of suc}
necessity of registiation cxto
netship in the Prosideney
eminent firms down to that
ers. It has oceured to

ch your Solicitors con-
1 an act seems to be the
nding to every trading  part-
towns, fiom that of the most
of the smallest Native deal-
Messcs. Sunderson & Co,, in
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regard to this, that advantage might be taken of the
various License Acts in defining the classes to be re-
gistered, there being no necessity to register the partner-
:hip of petty Native:dealers in the bazars, such snTall
transactions as this class have being for cash. Snpposltlg
the trading firms coming undér classes 1, 2, 8 were regis-
tered, all licensed below class 8 heing excmpted, one of
the practical difficulties would be overcome.

Although the License Acts may be repealed at some
future date, a systern of registration would have been
established in the meantime, and the Licensing ™ Officer
might be utilized for the purpose of defining th(? persons
to be registered, in the same way as he does now define
under what classes they are to be licensed.

Perhaps your Committee will kindly consider these
observations ; and awaiting the favour of a xeply,

From Bombay Chamber to Chamber.
Bombay, 15th September 1880.
Tam directed by the Committee of this Chamber to
acknowledge, with their thanks, the receipt of your letter
of the 6th instant on the subject of an Act for the
1 i ion of hi;
P Y P

In reply, they desire me'to say that the points raised R
by your Solicitors had not been overlooked hy them wlle{n
the subject was being considered. If, however, your Soli-
tors are able to so modify or alter the draft bill as to
satisfactorily overcome the practical working difficulties
which we encountered, the Committee will be prepared
to give it careful consideration,
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Grom Chamber to Bombay Chamber,
Caleutta, 22nd September 1880.

Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt, of your letter
of the 15th instant, relative to registration of partner-
ships. ‘

In their letter to your address, dated the 10th February
last, Messrs. Craigie, Lynch, and Owen say there are many
“ practical working difficulties”™ in the, way of the pro-
posed legislation, but it was not their purpose to enume-
rite them ; and you also refer to the practical difficulties
eucouutered while considering the questiou.

he Comnittee of this Chamber ate not at all neljncd
to under-estimate the circumstances which have led to
the temporary abandonment of the scheme advoated
by yow Chamber, nor are they at the moment prepared
to place before you any suggestions beyond those sub-
mitted in iy leteer of the Guly instant,

They will be glad, however, 1o give their most careful

altention to the practical difficulties ro which jour Com-

mittee and Messrs, Craigie, Lyneh, and Owen refer if you
. will be 50 good as to set. them forth,

From the Bombay Chamber to Chamber.
Bombuy, 2nd Ociober 1880.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of -your letter
of the 22nd ultimo, relative to an Act for the compulsory
registration of Partuerships,

In reply, L i desired tostate that the practical diff-
culties to which our Solicitors referred surrounded  the
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entire working of the Act as proposed,  Both in respect
of its application and incidence and of its Jimited - charac-
ter the feeling at the last General Meeting of this Cham-
ber, when the question avas discussed, unmistakeably. con-
domned such legislation. In so far as the difficulties: were
Jocal, it is not probable that‘your Chamber can assist us in
overcoming them, and in so far ns they are general or may .
be peouliar 1o Caleutta or any. other locality, your
Chamber arc in a position as good as if not a better. one
than ourselves to set them forth, )

Another reason which induced this Chamber to aban-
don the scheme for the present was that as there was a
registration of partnerships Bill under consideration at
home, it was betler to defer further action here until
the result of the English proposed measure Wwas known,

LFrom Chamber to_ Bombay Chamber,
Caleutta, 9th October 1880,

1 have my Committee’s instructions to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 2ud instant in the matter
of compulsory registration of partnerships.

The Committee attach so much importance to the .
employment of every expediont to accomplish the object
which they have iu view that they purpose to refer the
subject agaia to- their Solicitors alter the vacation, and
if it is decided to frame a Bill for the consideration of Gov-
ernment it will be obvivusly necessary to repeat much;
of what is contained in that drafted by your Solicitors ;
and I am directed to ask if you have any objection to
our adopting the latter to such extent as may be found
expedient, ~
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From Bombay Chamber to Chamber.
Bombuy, 23rd October 1880,

Thave submitted your letter of the 9th instaut on the
subject of an Act for the compulsory registration of part-

- nerships to the Committee of this Chamber, who desire

me to say. in 1eply, that they have no objection to_your
adopting the diaft bill prepared by their Solicitors to
such extent as may be found expedient. ~. It must, how-
ever, be understood that the sense of the Chamber as
shewn at the General Meeting on the 3id August lase,
when- the question was discussed, was distinelly adverse
to our continuing to follow up the matter either directly
or indireetly. ~ .

EXECUTION IN RATIVE STATES OF DECREES
BY BRITISH COURTS.

The Committee in taking up this question are
fully aware of the difficulties which may be sug-
gested in legislating for the relief of those who
hold decrees by British Courts, but, are unable to
execute them against debtors who abscond to na-
possessed by them
within native territories. The seriousness of the
evil is, however, one which is 'continual]y being
brought to the notice of merchants b
with which dishonest traders and b
the decrces obtained against them
to native states, and a
fraud which ealls foy

y the case
ankrupts evade
by absconding
Premiym is thus offered to
logislation,
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The following letter shows the views expressed
by the Chamber in bringing the subject before
the Government, and they await such action as
may afford the veliefasked for.

Trom Chamber to the Government of India.
Caleutia, 26th June 1880.

With reference to the enforcement of decrees of civil

“tribunals obtained by Buitish subjects in DBritish India

against debtors who abscond to native states, His Ex-
cellency the Viceroy and Governor-General was pleased
to pass a Resolntion, dated 27th August 1868, to the
cffect that holders of such decrees must present them
themselves, or by their lawfully constituted agents, for
execution before tiibunals in native states, without in
any way invoking the aid or relying on the influence of
the British representative,—the question of reciprocity
in the execution of decrces being one left to be decided
by the tribunals of the respective Governmeuls; and  that
where there are no regular tribunals, the political re-
presentative would, as’a general rule, abstain from putting
any pressure on, or using his fnfluence with, the Chief or
the Durbar in crder to the execution of a decree obtained °
in British territory.

His Excellency considered that this determination ought
not to inflict any real hardship on claimants who have
resorted successfully to our Courts for redress, as in many
cases where Jarge sums of money are claimed from debtors
resident iv British tenitory, such persons, if they abscond
into native states, leave either property. or partners
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behind them in the said British territory, against whom
execution may at once be taken out; and it was further
stated that u all cases where plaintiffs apprehend that
a defaulting debtor may abscond of may carry away his
property, the provisions of Act VIIL of 1859 (uow the
Givil Procedure Code) 1egarding the attachment of pro-
perty while a suit is pending, afford to all litigants, who
are properly alive to their rights and position during
litigation, a fair and adequate -secwrity against eventual
loss by evasion or default.

The Governor-General in Council further observed that
there might occur flagrant cases in which a defaulting and
abscouding debtor possesses large means within the limits
of native teritorries in which the default and evasion may
be marked by acts of gross fraud and flagrant dishonesty,
and in which by deceit or artifice he may have reduced

- the honest trader to i, or have left him without the

slightest prospect of redress, and there might be other
peculiar circumstances which, in the Jjudgment of the
Political Officer, might render interposition on his part
expedient.

Upon this important subject I have been directed by
the Committee of the Chamber to address the Government
again, in consequence of the great difi
and the heavy losses continally
merchants of Caleutta by reason of native traders being
able to evade the law by absconding to native states in
which the warrants of British Courts do not run,
not considered expedient to address the Govern
this subject until it was ascertaived whether the resolu
tions above referred to effected .

! e, end desired, but (he
Committee regret to say that merchants, lmwev’er careful

culties experienced
sustained by the

It was
ent on
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they may e as regards giving credit, are constantly  large
and heavy losers by debtors absconding. :

Ou that part of the Resolution which alludes to. debtors
from whom large’ sums are claimed, and who abscond,
leaving either property or pavtners behind them in British
territory, agaiust whom execution may at once be taken
out, Tam to observe that the Committee recognise no
difficulty as regards such debtors, the experience of the
Chamber being that such cases are extremely rare, as one
partner has no occasion to abscond if he leaves property
or a solvent, firm behind him.

With reference to the statement that in cases where
plaintiffs apprehend that a defaulting pariner may abs-
cond or may convey away his property, all litigants, who
are propetly alive to their rights and positions, are afforded
fair and adequate security by the Civil Procedure Code,
the Committee would remark that it is the very difficulty
of discovering that debtors are about to abscond, or are
conveying away their property, that renders the provisions
of the Code almost inoperative. The applicant has first
of all to satisfy the judge, on affidavit and Ly the evidenco
of witnesses, that the debtor has absconded, or is about to
abscond, or that he has disposed of, or removed from the
jurisdiction of the Court, his property, or any part, with
intent to avoid or delay the plaintiff, or to avoid auy
process of the Court, or to obstruct or delay the execution
of any decree that maj be pdassed against him. It has
from experience been found almost impossible. to satisfy
a judge on these points ; but assuming that this may have
been done, the Court will issue a warrant to arrest the
defendant, and bring him before the Court to show cause
why he should not give security for his appearance. . Be-
14
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fore a warrant can be issued the debtor has got outside
Caleutta, and the warrant so far is valueless. The samg
process has to be followed in order to get ‘an attachment
‘of the property, and, when such order is obtained, it Is
generally found that the debror’s godowns are empty, and
no goods can be traced, they baving all been despatehed
by degrees up-country or elsewhére in such a way as- to
be untraceable, so that the plaintiff finds himself put to
considerable expeuse, in the first jostance, in trying to
prevent the debtor absconding, or to provent his goods
being removed ; he then has to prosecute his suit, as best
+" he can, for the pupose ‘of getting a decree, and here
again he experiences great difficulties owing to the de-~
fendant having left no one on whom process can be served,
or any premises on which it can be posted ; but assuming
these difficulties are over, and a decree is obtained, and
the wi bouts of the defendant dis red to be in an
independent state, in which there is a regular tribunal,
the plaiutiff, in person or by authorised agents, has, after
going to the expense of getting a cortified copy of the
decree fram the Iigh Court, to proceed to the state in

which the debtor is 1esiding, and apply afresh for an order

to arrest defendant, or attach his goods ; and this very
application is at once known, and before any order can
e obtaiued for arrest or altachment, the debtor has again
absconded or sold or removed his property and goods.
In places where there is no regular tiibunal the appli-
cation to the Biitish representative almost as easily
becomes known to the debtor, aud arrest or attachment of
Property is rendered impossible,

‘The Committee of the Ch:
course by

amber feel that the only
which merchants, who are compelled, in the
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ordinary course of their business, to trade with native
dealers according to the usual custom, can be protected,
is for the Govérnment to legislate in such a way as to
make warrants issued for the arrest of absconding debtors
to run in the native states as well as in Caleutta; and
they apprehend that there would be no difficulty in com-
plying with that request.’, The warrant might on applica-
tion of the plaintiff  to the Court, and on his satisfying
the Court that there is good reason to believe the defen-
dant is going, or has gone, out of the jurisdiction of the
High Cowt, direct the warrant to the Sheriff, authorising
him to transmit it to such Ceurt, Judge, or British agent, or
representative, as the plaintiff may direct, for execution
by such julge or représentative, the plaintiff himself, or
by his ageut, taking the necassary steps to assist in the

- exccution of the warrant ; or, in special cases, the Court

might have power to make over the warrant, to a special

Jofficer to be nominated by the Court for execulion, which

officer could, nnder instructions from the plaintiff, proceed
to the state and .arvest the defendant. Difficulties in re-
gard to this may be suggested on account of the want of
reciprocity ~with- the native states, but the Committee
consider that on the matter being represented to the
chiefs of such states they would only be too glad to assist
the British Government.

/' The evil complained of is & most serious one, and the
ease and fucility with which a debtor can get, beyond the
reach of his creditors hold out such a premium to dis-
houest Uaders ‘and  bankrupts that they are taling
advantage of it more frequently than formerly., - In the
month of April last_a native dealor was believed to be
getting into difficalties ; with the view appavently of
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muking efleclual arrangements for his flight, he made
certain payments to lull suspicion, and two days after-
wards it was found he had gone, and not a package of
goods or anything conld be found: It would have been
impossible in this case to have got evidence to prove that

the deblor was about to leave Caleutta for the pwpose

of avoiding process, or that he was removing his goods,
as he had managed to rewove them before it

as known
be was in difficulties.

With these remarks the Committee place the subject

before the Governor-Geueral in Council in the confident

- expectation that it will no fail to receive His Excellency’s
favorable consideration.

PROPOSED NEW FORM OF BILL OF LADINC
FOR SAILING VESSELS FROM CALCUTTA TO -
PORTS IN THE UNITED KiNcpowm,

An amended form of hill of lading having been
submitted for the approval of the- Chamber by
the Speeial Committee appointed in  London,
@ general meeting was held last June to consider
what f\lrt‘her action should be taken in the
matter. Several members expressed their views,
pointing  out foreibly wherein certain clauses
in(’.roducod were objectionable ; and it was finally
decided to refer the matter to a Committee in
London with full Powers to settle with.ship-
owners the exact form of

S | f the document. Asg yet
1o decision appears to have been arrived at.
—_—
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Proceedings of « Special Ueeting of the Chamber
of Commerce, held at noon, on Monday, the 21st
June 1880. .

W. E. CRUM, Esq., President, in the chair.

The Chatrman  commenced the proceedings by
saying,—

Gentlemen :—The notice which was sent to you of this
meeting, along with the various papers with which you
have been furnished, leaves me little to say .in regard to
the object of our attendance, fm'thgr than to invite dis-
cussion as to what our action should be.

We ‘have had submitted to us an amended form of
bill of lading drawn up under legal advice by a Special
Committee appoiuted by merchants and shiy in
London, in consequence of the protest which you signed
last year against proposed innovations,

Tlis Committee, as you are aware, consisted of the
following gentlemen :—
Mr. Jonn Corry, MR. J. Bracxwoop,
» 8. A, RALLI, »  Gro. DuNcaw,
and we have now, I think, to consider what course we
will adopt ; whether to discuss the various clauses of this
bill of Iading, und express our views upon them; or to
appoiut a committee of merchants in London to meet
anequal number of shipowners, and give them either
full or restricted powers to deal with the matter for us,
1 will be glad if any of the geutlemen present will
express their views on the sulject.
Mr. I. 8. dnderssn said—Gentlemen :—You will
remember that some months ago the London shipowners
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tried to introdnce a new form of bill of lading for s

ailin,
vessels. .

At that time a few firms here mot together to
see to what extent our mutual interests were threatened,
and we got an elaborate opinion*from Messrs, Sm]dersou’
& Co. on the various new clauses. This was sont home
by this Chamber, accompaiied by a protest signed by
most of the shippers of this city. We have nowb befors
us an amended document drawn up under the advico
of Messts. Freshfields, and from which we are told all
objectionable clauses have been expunged,

’lThe clause in this new bill of lading to which the
shipowners say they attach most importance is that in
which they seek to relieve themselves from liability for
any act, neglect, or default wliatsoover of pilots, master,
or crew in the mavigation of the ship in the ordinm'y‘
course of the voyage, Now, gentlemen, You' are pro-
bably aware that at a late trial (the “ Zurich,” —Bawer
fz Co. vs. Hutohingon) it was declded that the clause
all and every the dangers and accidents of the seas’
aud of navigation of what nature or kind soever” did
uot free the owner fiom liability for neglect or default
of waster or crew. Tn the House of Lords it was further
held, in the case of Doolan. vs. the Midland Railway
(:'on.xzmny, that o contract which stipulated for nor:~
liability against damage aising from the negligence : of
s.?w;}n(s would be opposed to reason, and th:refore not
binding.  Now, although this liability is nothing new
to shipowners, as Mr. Corry tries to make ous (1 remem-
ber geiting counsel’s opinion o the point in 1867), and
although the risk is as insarablo by the shipowner a; by

the shipper (there used to be, and presumably still arey
clube for the purposo), yot I think we would all” willingly

m )

cede’ this point, provided the House of Lords’ decision
were altered by some new Act. But if this decision
holds any clause such as desited by shipowners is in-
valid, and T much fear would lead the way to endless
litigation, What is there to prevent underwriters refus-
ing to pay up, and referring you back to the shipowner,
saying that the coutract was illegal, and that no Joss had
been sustained by you for which you could claim, till
you had exhausted your recourse on the ship ? At present
underwriters pay up and sue the shipowner in the ship-
per’s name, but will they be as ready to do this when
they have to start with a contract nullifying the shipper’s
claim,—illegal though such contract may be ?

Regarding the other clauses of the bill of lading, as
I said before, we sent home a statement of ohjections
drawn up by Messrs. Sanderson, and the only reply we
have to these is that coansel has been consulted and
the shipper’s rights have been carefully protected. Now,
gentlemen, I think we are entitled to something more
than this. I thiok that it would have been only fair
for the shipowners to have sent us a copy of the counsel’s
opinion ; and I therefore beg to move that the Secretary
of the Chamber of Commerce be requested to write to
Mr, Corry for a copy of Messis.* Ireshfields’ opinion,
in_order that members of the Chamber may clearly
understand” what liabilities are affected by the proposed
new: bill of lading ; that the farther consideration of tlic
subject be postponed till that opinion be received ; and
that the old bill of lading be meantime retained as the
adopted form of this port. . )

With your permission I will read a paragraph from’
Messrs, Sanderson’s opinion :—
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“The old form of bill of lading exempted the ship
“from liability in respect only of distinetly insurable
“risks, the occurring of which was sy of proof, and

“for such matters as the guaranteeing of the nature of
“ the weight and contents of, closed packages.

“The new form of bill of lading, however, would

“ practically exempt the ship from claims of any sort,
“for although it is not sought by the new exceptions

and conditions to’exempt tho ship from liability arising”

{from act of negligence of the master, crew, or pilot of
« N
ships (except where such negligence occurs in the

“ management and navigation of the ship), and therefore -

"iti\vould be open to a shipper under the new form of
“Uill of lading, or his consignee, (o claim and recover for
“ damages where it could be proved that such damage
“ h»ml‘ been caused by negligent stowage of éoods or 0“1:!‘
“ sxfm!ar neglect ; yet it is obvious, from the nature of
“ things, t}mb the difficulty of proving negligence in the
2 vrs{. majority of cases would be an  insurmountable
. oxs.Lacle to success in any procceding wnder the bill: of
lading framed in accordance with the new form.”

At the London meeting Mr. Stephen Ralli is reported
to have said that the basis-of Mr. Matthew’s opinion
‘\:vns f‘ tl{at the shipowner will not be relieved of his
. abligations, and that the bl of lading with regard to

any matter will not affect the shipper’s right to rec:vel'."

In the absence of the actuai opinion of Mr. Matthew
T am of course open to correction, but jt seel;1
that {t must have heen that no o)
dnsert in his bill of lading will hol2
law, but it will shify the onug

s to me
lause a shipowner can
good against common
of proof from the ship-
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owners’ to the shippers’ shoulders. Now this seems to’
me to be the point at’issue, and one to which shippers
must on no accouub agree. The shipper sees nothing
of his goods nor of the treatment to which they are
subjected from the time they pass into” the hands of the
shipowner, It is thérefore impossible in 99 cases out
of 100 to prove neglect or default. On the other hand,
the shipowner and his servants are the only people who
touch the goods while under bailment to him, snd he
<has"every opportunity of proving the absence of neglect
~and default, The ouly inference, therefore, is that neg-
lect_and default do occur, and that the shipowner is
resorting to the new bill of lading .as a means: of avoid-
ing his legitimate liability, and I'think that to all clauses
which merely transfer the onus of proof without freeing
the shipowner from liability shippers should give their
most strenuous opposition. :

A great deal was said at the Loudon meeting about
the greater strictness of the “clauses in the steamer bill
of lading, but we all know that these are not enforced.
The steamers coming here belong to regular lines, and
it is for the owners® interests to keep on good terms with
shippers ; but sailing vessels come from all parts of the =
world, and a considerable proportion of them are not
regular traders, so that the owners have no self-interest”
to make. them 1easonable in allowing claims which are
not duly proved.

Mr. J. W. O'Keefe rose to propose an amended resolu-
tion and said :—It does not appear to me that we should
be taking a correct course by referring the several clauses
of the bill of lading to a Solicitor, aud perhaps from him
to Counsel. I do not seo that the matter is one which

15




“number of represcutatives of the shipping iuterest,

“difficult to get a sircar to mark bales,

114

admits of any delay. We may have (he objectionable
bill of lading passed without demiur. I -think it wonld
be a preferable course io'appoint a Commitsee of C,
merchants, with full powers, wht would most

aleutta
an equal

aud
together diseuss and setile cadh point separately,

In vegard {0 the 1) of kiding proposed to be adopted -
1 would remark that, generally spoaking, 1 bave foung
the old style of bill of lading to work satisfactorily, both
for shipowners and shippers, and, that being so, innov:
tion seems to me likely to be petnicious,
to the change. Tuking the new o
bill of lading separately

a-
T am opposed
auses of the proposed
> Y. experience is that it is _
letters of uniform i 5 e it
size at all times, I lold that loss
caused by negligence, the act of g mariner, renders the
shipowner liable, .and he should not be ull’m\ed to be
fiee from such Jiability. * Reasonable wear sud foar »
also it would be difficult to defive, and the insertion of
this clause would, 1 think, lead to litigation :
in regard to ‘ sweat, rust'and decay’ is, it soo,
loose and one-sided : * rast ”
by the clause we so frequently s
accountable for leakage, breal
this objectionable clause ?

the clause
» 16 seems to me,
is already provided against -
ee in bills of lading —¢ not
<488, o rust.”  Why insert

Tt appenrs to
. . me, gen
that we ate wasting time on g gentlemen,

o point where e
great woaminiity, and 0, o huve

at olir best eourse, i
i ) as 2
before, is to refer the whole subject to () L soid

of fence, of who, ere ent in
experience, of whom {heye Ate many resident
Ay i

London. Holding th, :
y g these views 1 .
emonded resolution ;. T projose the following ,

aleutta merchauts

Tis

lgt—That the préposed bill of lading in all its élauses

- be referred to a Committee of six merchants in London -

representing the Calcutta trade, with full powers to act
in the matter and to seitle the exact form of bill of lading
for ships sailing between Calcutta and awy portin the
United Kingdom, ' ' .

My, G. H. Morrison said :—1 have much pleasure in
seconding the resolution proposed by Mr. O'Keefe. It
is always prejudicial to business to have an unsetiled
controversy, and Calcutta merchants may safely leave
their interests in the hands of their representatives at
Tome, especially since these representatives will have at
command the best legal advice in the world.

As regards the bill of lading submitted by the joint

i of 1 and ship , there may be
clauses needing modification ; but, upon the whole, the
document does not strike me ag particularly objection-
able from a merchant’s point of view. It appears to
me that the bill of lading raises.questions rather between
the underwriter and the shipowner than between ship
and. shipper. Speaking generally, it occurs to me that
the risks which the shipowner repudiates are accepted
and taken off the merchant by the subscribers to an
ordinary Lloyd’s policy. This view is borne out by the
statement made by Mr. S. Ralli and Mr, Park at the
London . meeting. They said that Messrs, Freshfields
and Mr. Matthew; the Queen’s counsel, had. given it as
their opinion that the status of the merchant would in
no wise be injured by the now bill of lading. “ Wher-
ever the maiine policy does mot protect him, the ship-
owner is to take him up.”. Of course it will be the - duiy
of our representatives to satisfly thewmselves of this ; but
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supposing matters are as represented there is liiile
ground left for contention,

No doubt, the clause in the bill of lading on which
shipowners lay most stress is that exempting them from
the consequences of negligeuce in vavigation on the part
of their servants ; and Mr. Anderson has urged that the
introduction of this clause would encourage litigation,
because the shipowuer cannot legally contract himself out
of liability for acts of his servants, and the inswer- would
therefore refuse to pay claims and refer the merchant
back to the owner. T leave the legal question to the law-
yers: but I do not think that underwriters are likely to
take up a position which would unsettle confidence in
their policies ; and certainly T shonld suy that an
Tnsurance Office *would find the temptation to litigate
stronger under the old bill of lading, vhich says nothing
about the ship

ner not heing responsible: for negli

thau wnder the proposed bill of lading, which- gives notice

alike to the merchant and to his insurer that, so far as
the shipnowner cau, he will resist such claims,

On its own merits, the shipowner’s clanse will not be

ble if - you refleet that, when an owner
has provided a good and seawor thy vessel, has properly
manned her, and ‘has cavefully chosen for her officers
with Bond of Trade certificates, he has done all that is
possible for the protection of tho property committed to
}ﬂm: and if, becauso some officer neglects the lead or
dozes on watch, you are to make his owner responsible,
not only for the value of the vessel, bus also for her entire
cargo, then I think that no prudent man will face risks
80 enormous, and so much bey

thought wneasona

oud control, for the very
nairow returns which even the best-managed ships have

17

latterly yiolded. Please observe that i§ is not Fhe conse-
quences of carelessuess in loading or stowing or Ad|schargm.g
from which the shipowner desires relief : these risks remain
on him as they ever did.» The clause runs :—

« Neglect in the navigution of the ship in the ordinary
g g ! .
course of the voyage” 1t is nop worded identically with
the similar clause in the biil of lading first sent out to us,

Then there is the clause about the couuterm;u-ksf and
it is objected that they canvot always be convoniently
made of the same size as the leading marks.  Well, per-
haps wot 3 bub at least the spirit of the request is veason-
able.  We may confess that the shipowners have made
a ion in T pounsibility for co ki
No one can say that it would have been impossible for
merchants to” cany on their trade without getting the
countermarks si’guexl for. At some trouble and some
expense Gvery merchant might mark bis jute with his
house-matks so unmisiakably as to obviate any need for
the ship’s officer to take cognisance of the countermarks,
However, merchants have cairied their point, and ship-

ownas will, in futwe, take the trouble and expense off

their shoulders. As a merchant, 1 cannot pretend to be
sorry; and as an agent, I am glad to be relieved of a
discussion which has recurred whenever we have had to
draft a charter ; but let us.admit that the shipowners may
fairly ask, iu return, that the countermarks shall be large
cnough to be.seon withuut spectacles !

The remaining clauses are of less moment; there are

some things which may scem unnecessary or questionable,

¢ fii at home can work them all out in com-

but our friends at X Dol oul Iy oo
mittee, and I would once more appeal to y gi
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powers to our representatives, and let us put out of pur
minds this vexed question of the bill of lading,

Mr. O'Keefe’s amended resolution was put to the meet-
ing and carried, ‘ .

The Chairinan informed the meeting that a letter had
been received fiom the Madlras Chamber, requesting to be
represenied at the confererice with London shipowners, and
nominating Mr. Williain Macfarlaue, of Messis I1, B, Muir
& Co., toact iin their behalf, The Committee of the Chamber
had already placed Mr. Macfarlane's name on the list -of
proposed representatives, and this would be comminicated
to the Madras Chamber; but of course this meeting
could not take the vesponsibility of committing - the
Madias Chiamber to the resolution giving the gentlemen
proposed full authority in the matter, Th is would, however,
e put before their Madras friends, who would doubtless
communicate their instructions to Mr. Macfarlane, who
could easily represent the interests of bhoth Chambers,

The Chairman then moved the following  Resolution,
which was seconded by Mr. John Horison, and carried :—

2nd.—That the following gentlemen be invited by the
‘Chamber to wrrange between themselves for six of their
umber to ast on the Committee referred fo in the frst
Resolution, vamely i—

R E. Brexenoixe, Esq,, or Messas, Mowsoy, Biokzrk & Co.
W. Braoxwaon, Bsq, WooD, Chxon & Co.
J. N. Boiiy, Esq.,

EVELT, Burony & Co.
O Ve Bsstiwavscs, BsQ,  ,  Erssrmavsos & Ororontor,
F. W. Bemosns, Bso,,

»  EW. Huares & Co.
+ W. Macrarnass, Bsq,, » B Mum & Co.
¢ B A Maviooombato, Bso.  , Tanvaco & Go.
P.J. Nicouss, sq, »  Kruy & Co.
Sreraes Ratey, Dsq,,

»  Reiut Broarus,
M. Rersiionn, Esq. »  REmuoup & Co,
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The Chairman was of opinion that the members of
the Chamber were under great obligations to Mr, Reinhold
for the considerate service he had rendered by furnishing
them with a special report of the proceedings ‘of- the
meating held in London, ou the 2st Apiil, prepored
from notes taken by shorthand writers; aud he moved °

" avote of thanks to Mr. Reinbold, which the meeting

cordially adopted.

A vote of thanks to the Chair closed the proceedings.

London, Aprl 22nd, 1880,

Sti,—Having been appointed by a public meeting of
merchants and shipowners engagéd in the Caleutta trade
as a Committee to superintend the preparation of a bil|

- of lading for sailing ships homewards, we jointly ac.

knowledge the receipt, in September last, through the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, by Mr. Corry, one of our
wumber, of a protest signed by a large number of mer.
chants in Caleutta against the introduction of the pro-
posed new form of bill of lading, and about the same time
the receipt of a very comprehensive examination of the
different clauses of the document by Messrs, Sanderson
& Co., Goverument solicitors in Caleuttn, which we made
it our business fully to consider and to submit- to- the
judgment of our best legal authorities here,

Under the advice of Messts. Freshfields, the well-known
solicitors to the Bauk of England, instructed. by My,
Matthew, QC., the enclosed form of bill of lading has
been prepared, and was yesterday submitted to a meeting
at the Cannon-sireet [otel, which was called as per ac-
companying circular.




_both by merchiants and shipowners,
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This meeting did not approve of any definite arrange-
ment being come to withont communication with their
friends in Caloutta ; at the same time it .was felt that as
the shipowners had no rep ives. in - Caleutta (all
the shipowners being resident in this conntry) o fall aud
fair discussion of the various clauses of the bill of
could hardly be looked for.

lading

It was therefore unanimously agreed that copies of the
proposed new bill of lading should be sent to you as
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce of Bengul, and
that you be requested to say if the form suggested is
approved by the mercantile community or uot, and should
it be that it is not approved, that the Chamber of Com-
merce be requested to appoint souie half-dozen gentlemen,
members of Caleutta firms lete, to meet a similar number
of shipuwners in London, by whose joint endeavours a
form o ill of lading suitable to the growing necessities
of the trade may be produced, which will be accepled

Tt is with the view of an carly and an amicable arrange-
ment being come to on the basis suggested that we u:w
address you, and we respectfully solicit your best cfforts to
promote it. Tt is aiticipated tha bhef

ore the expiry of three
wonths we shall have tle pleasure of hearing from you,

We are, Sir,

Your most obedient servants,
JOHN CORRY, Chairman of Meeting.

S. A. RALLI, Ralli Brothers,

J. BLACKWOOD,

GEORGE DUNCA

To THE SECRETARY ToT-m.' o
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COM,

MERCE; Culeutta.

by avthority Jomy Corry.
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From Chan}bar.—C’alcutla,‘Z)’zcl "June 1880,

The President and Comnmittee of this Chamber desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of the letter dated the
22nd April last, from yourself and Mesirs. S, A. Ralli,
J. Blackwood, and Georges Duncan, as constituting’ a
publicly appointed Committee to superintend the prepar-
ation of a Bill of Lading for sailiog ships engaged in the
Caleutta trade with London and other home ports ;. and
to inform you that the subject of your communication
s rceiving their careful consideration, and that it will
be immediately submitted to the members of the Cham-
ber and others who are interested in the representation
you have been pleased {0 make.

Caleutta, 23rd June 1880,

In. continuation of my acknowledgment on the 2nd
instaut of your letter of 22nd April, I am directed by the
Conimittee of the Chamber of Commerce to inform you
that the following Resolations were adopted at a Special

Mecting, held on Monday the 21st instant, to which all N~

the signatories to the protest of last year as well agall' *
members of the Chamber were invited :—

1st.—That the proposed Bill of Lading in all its clauses
be referred to a Committee of six merchants in London
representing the Calcutta Trade, with full powers to act
in the wmatter, and. to settle the exact form of Bill of
Lading for ships sailing between Caleutta and any port’
in the United Kingdom. -

2nd.—That the follewing gentlemen be invited by the
Chamber to arrange between themselves for six of their

16
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number to act on the Committee referred to in the first
Resolution, namely:—

R. T Biorrnixe, Foa., of
V. Brackivoon,
J.N. Buirew, Bsa.

0. V. Ennsravsey, Eso,
T, W. Hruorns, Lsq.

W. Macranzanr, Esq,

. A, Mavroconnato, Esq.
P. J. Nxconas, Bso.
Sruenoy Rau, Bs.

H. Rexvmosp, Bsa,

Messts. Moxrson, Brckenoixe & Co,
»  Bradicwaon, Conon & Co.
»  Krrruewers, Busnox & Co.
»  °BRNSTHANSEN AND OnsTEnLEy,
w T W. Hascens & Co,
»  H.B Mum & Co,
»  Taxvaco & Co.
» . Kruoy & Co,
" Ravut Brorares,
» Rrxsnowp & Co.

The meoting considered it expediont o fuvite ton
ientlemen engaged i - the Caleatta Trade in order to
snticipate the possibility of any of the six who may" have
been formally nominated not being ablo to take a part
in the conference ; and it is helieved no difficalty will
aise in forming a Committee of six to represent Calcutta,
intercsts, and to promote the important object entrasted
to their i and judgment, and in conj

with your goodself and the gentlemen who may act with
you to arrive at an arrangement which will finally deter-
mine the form of Bill of Lading which may be accepted
both by shipowners and merchants,

o London, 23rd J; uly 1880.

Iam directed by Mr. Cor 1y to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 23rd wltimo, giving the names of ten
gentlemen from whom six ae to be selected between
themselves to represent Culeutta interests on the Bill of
Lading question, and T am to state to you that Mr, Corry
xeciprocates the hope that this important question may
in a short timo be settled, - .

—_—

123
Caloutta, 28th June 1880,

In continuation of my letter of the 28rd instant, Tam
directed to iufn;m you that the Madras Chamber of Com-~
merce having expressed a wish to be’ represented at the

"Bill of Lading Conference, and that Mr. W. l{ncfnxinue,
of Messis. H. B. Muir & Co,, should be recognised a3
their nominee, I am directed by the Committee of this
Chamber to request you will be so good as to accept the

Madras. Chamber’s proposition, and to give all due con~

id to any suggesti Mr. M 1 may

submit,

Trom Chamber to Madras Chamber.
Caleutta, 16th June 1880.

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 8th
instant, I have the pleasure, by direction of my Com-
mittee, to hand you a printed copy of the correspondence
which has been furnished to the members of this Chamber
and others who signed the protest forwarded in Auf;usﬁ
last to the Chairman of the General Shipowners' Society,
London.

A special meeting has been convened for Monday thg
21st instaut, for the purpose of appointing leplesentnywes
of the Indian trade to meet the London Sinpo\v'uens at
a conference to scitle the Bill of Lading question, and
my Committee will ‘not. fail to submit to the meoting
the desire of your Chamber that your Xocf\l interests
should also be represented, aud to communicate to you
the instructions that may be add d to the
who may be nominated.
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i

As Tam afraid this lotter will scarcely reach you in
time for declaring your nominee so as to place bis name
before the meeting on Monday, I have sent o message
by telegraph as at foot, . .

Please telegraph your propased representative at the Bill

of Lading Conference for submission to meeting  here
next Monday. Your letter answered.

Caleutta, 24th June 1880,

On the 16th instant I had the pleasure to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 8th, and the following
day Treceived your tologram in which you named My,
William Macfarlane, of Meswis, H. B, Muir & Co., as your
P ive at the confe with ship on the
Bill of Lading question,

Previous, howsver, to the receipt of your message, Mr.
Macfarlane’s name had already been placed on the list
which it was proposed to submit. for election,

T have now the pleasure to hand you copy of two Reso-
Tutions passed at the special mectiug of the Ghamber, held
on Monday the 21st instant, which will inforn you that Mr,
Macfarlane was nominated with nine other gentlemen,
leaving it to themselves to arrange for any six of theis
number to act 25 a Representative Committee. . The meet-
ing thought it would be as well*to invite the larger number
in order to nticipate the possibility of ony of the six
who may have been formally nominated not being able
to take a part in the proceedings,

The mesting did not consider i

expedient to issue any
definite instructions to the London

Committee, or to limit,
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thelfr authority "in their negociations with the shipowners ;
they thercfore gave them full powers to act’ according to

the best of their judgment, confident that the important

interests committed to their charge will veceive the fullest
consideration that can be devoted to them.

Calcutta, 28th June 1880,

In continuation of ‘my letter of the 24th instant, Iam
fostructed to inform you that your request to be repre-
sented by Mr. Macfarlane, of Messts, H. B, Muir & Co,
at the Bill of Lading Conference bas been communieated
to that gentleman as well as to Mr. Corry, Chairman of
the Shipowners’ Association, and any representations
that may be' submitied on your behalf will, uo doubt,
receive the careful consideration of the coference,

T am at the same time directed to say that, with all
desire to associate your Chamber with the proceedings
of the meeting held here last week, it did not appear
to the meeting that they would be justified in commit-
ting you to the terms of the Resolution wlhich gave un-
limited powers to their 1epresentatives in negociating
with the London Shipowners, and they were of opinion
that it would be better that Mr. Macfarlane should be
unfettered in that respect as far as your inferests were
concerned. ;

A copy of the proceedings of the meeting will follow in
a day or two.
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From Chamber to H, Reinhold, Esq., London,
Caleutta, 2nd June 1880;

I have had the pleasure to submit to the Committee of

the Chamber your letter of 22nd April on the subject of
ships’ bills of lading, ard T am directed to

ittec i express Ll
C s cordial acknowled, P he

of the active

you have taken in the matter, and to thank yol:f:'telt;e:t
very obliging communication and the report of the y)ror
ceedings of the meeting which you considerately Luoklth .
trouble to secure, by engaging shorthand writers, for th "
purpose of placing members of the Chamber :;ud oth o
signatories to the protest of August Iast fully in ozr
session of the discussion that took place, and the o) in?o .
expressed by the’vavious speakers ou that occasion, P

) i
'he Committee have received communication from
Mr. Coiry and the other gentlemen who were appointed
to prepare a form of Bill of Lading, and printed copi
of it and of your letter and the .

' anscript from the shorf
band notes will be immediately circalated in :\nticip'tti;:

of an carly meeting, to be held with o view to the appoint
ment of representatives of Caleutta fims resident in

London to meet shipowners there er 1o arri
powners there in order to arrive at a
settlement of the question. "

—_—

Cdloutta, 30¢1, Adugust 1880

T have had the pleasure to reqeive :

Committee of the Chambey
30th of last month,

and place before the
T your favors of the 21st and

tmll.e F}?mmittee desite mo 1o express their satisfaction
at learning that the gontlemer ngmed by you have con.
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sented fo carry out the object of the special meeting of
the Chamber, held on the 21st Juug, and that you have
obligingly accepted the offico of Honorary Secietary to
the conference. 4

The Committee are coufidont that the cordial co-oper-
ation of the’ representatives ‘of this Chamber with the
shipowners of London will result in o wise and sufficient
settlement of a question which is of so much importance
to all interests concerned, and that the material differences
which have existed will be speedily displaced by a mutual
agreement upon all points at issue.

ASSESSORS OF SHIPPING.

The following correspondence speaks for itself.
The list of assessors has not yet been submitted
to the Committee. They trust that nothing in
the Act will be used to prevent the survey, by
two competent ship-masters under special cir-
cumstances, of ships which have received damage.
Such surveys are acknowledged and admitted
by underwriters, the people most interested, and
it would be a matter for regret were the avail-
sble surveyors for such cases limited by local

legislation to one or two persons however com-

petent.

i
|
o
|
1
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From Governiment of Bengal to Chamber of Com-

meree,—No. 731, Caleutta, the 31st May 1880,

L am ditected to invite the attention of the Chamber
of Commerce to the Indian Merchant Shipping Act of
1880, published in the Gusette of Indiie of the I3
Mareh 1880, and, with reference to section 15, to g
that a list of assessors for Calcutta is under preparation
and that, if the Chamber desire to propose the inclusion
of the name of any particular person in the list, the
Lieutenant-Governor will be very glad to be fz\vo’m‘ed
with their suggestions,

2. With 'leghrd to the concluding clause of section
6{),Iam to request that the Chamber will favour the
Lieutenant-Governor with the names of any persons who
should, in theic opinion, be specially exempted by the
local Government from the operation of the section,

ay

From Chamber to Government of Bengal,

14th June 1880..

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct

fzet(]fe ;(]‘l;::zll;ilge the Arecelpt of your letter No. 731
‘Yith reference to the appointment of assessors under:
sechon_lé of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1880, the
‘Commmee desite me to say that, as the list under’pre-
paration l:>y Government may have already  anticipated
any nomination they could have suggested, they will be
glad if you will favor them with the o;porm'uit of con
sidering the Jist when completed, and of subm};uiﬁ" th;

g

names of any competent
n Persons who may
omitted, . ! P have e
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In reply to the second paragraph of your letter rela~
tive to the provisions of sections 68 and 69 of the Act
as to the'qualifitations of persons practising ds Surveyors
of shipping, and to thé proviso which exempts from this
operation the Surveyors for Lloyds and the Bureaw
Veritas Registers, the Commiilee submit for the Lieu-
tenant-Governor's consideration that the Surveyors for
the American and German Lloyds and similar Registere
of shipping should also be specially excmpted, as they
believe those persons possess all the necessary qualifica-
tions for their profession and that their examination for '
zompetency should be dispensed with.

INLAND TELECRAPH TARIFF.

The following correspondence - will inform
members of the endeavour made by the Com-
mittee to obtain a reduction of the rates charged
for "inland "telegraph messages. Although this
has not been successful, the Committee are not
without hope that a material modification of the
tariff will be sanctioned so soon as the fevenue
will admit of any surplus being applied to a
reduction of the rates now levied.

But the charge of double the ordinary rate
for a message containing even one word in
excess of the present minimum of six ‘words is
30 heavy and disproportionate, that the Committee
have wged that a reduction to two annas for
17
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each word in excess of the'first six should be at
once conceded.

Lirom  Chamber to the Government of India.

Culeutta, 21st dugust 1880.

wirneled by the Committee of the Bengal
Chaaber of Commerce to address you on the subjeot
of Lhe‘ present rates for inland Telegraph messa}ges,
which it is believed might be considerably modified to
the bencfit of the goneral public throughout India, aud
if not with advantage at least without loss to the State.

+ The Gommittee thoronghly recognise the principle that
the Telegraph Department should be self-supporting, and
that"in no way should expenditure be met other than by
the revenue received from those who avail of the beuefits
it affords for quick communication, :

In other countrics experionce has shown that a lower-

ing of rates and a_sliding seae of charge, aceording to

the Tength of the message, has in no way tended to

diminish the net profits of their Telegrapl, Departments.
Tt is of course impossivle to” make g fair

between results in England
Coutinent

comparison
n Oran various countries of the -
and Tndia, because the distances to be tr

avers-
ed here are,

5 25 & rule; so much greate,
, greater 5 but nevertheless
there must be .

be @ point to which the charges can be
ed 50 as 0 increase the revenae i
to the increase

lower-
! & corresponding  degree
ase - expenditure from. extra plant and
uired to mect the lucreased thaffic,

e _t|.|e rate “had been 10 words for
address being ouly partially free. This

laboir req

Trom 1868 to 1872,
oune rupee, the
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rate was said to be tive, and in 1!
the present tariff of 6 words for one rupee, and no charge
for address, was introduced. .

_The iverease in the aumber of messages' during the
former period does not appear to have been so_ great as
might have been expeoted from the changes introduced,
but probably a different result ivould have been brought
about bad both the charge and the number of words been
reduced simultaneously.

The revenue recovered from private messages shows
a gradual improvement year by year, if that of 1877-78
Dbo excepted, this last year’s sudden increase being dne
to the famine in Soutbern India ; and it would thus ap-
pear that the public here, as in Lingland, are inclined to
avail more-and more of the facilities for quick communi-
cation afforded by the use of the telegraph wires, but the
Committee believe that the progress would be more rapid
and satisfactory if an improvement was made in the
existing taiff.

Tt is admitted that the address being free the Telegraph
Department has to transmit gratuitously about double
the number of words contained in each message : and in
reference to this it is stated in the Administration Report
of 1872-73 that this propotion of umerunerative work
is necessarily lessened according as the message increases
i length.” This the Committee submit is a strong argu-
ment in favour of a reduction in charge for words in
excess of the regulated number on which the first pay-
ment is made, it being cleatly to the advautage of tho
Department to encourage long messages.

I am therefore ins{ructed respectfully to suggest, for
the consideration of His Excellency the Governor-General
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in Council, some sich modification as.the following of the
present rates :—

Minimum rate for four words ...

Every additional word ¢

. 12 annas,

1 anna,
Such a change in the tariff would prove a very general

beneft, and would soouer ot lnicr, the Committze beliove,

increase the trafiic to such an extent as to Justify the

reduction, ’

 From Government of India to Chamber.—
No. 883 1. Simla, 5th October 1880,
In forwarding the accompanying copy of Resolution
on the sulject of the inland telograph tariff, T am  direct-
ed by His Dxcellency the Governor-General in Council
to say that if auy facts can_be adduced in contravention
qf those on which the conclusions arrived at by the
Government of India in this matter have been based His
Liseellency will "be glad to afford them caxefal consider-
ation.
2nd.—Though unwilling to increase the hurden on the
general reventies for the maintenance of the telegraph
service, His collency would willingly ¥
scheme for developiug o
tel 0

forward any
uuf] facilitating communication by
1 cuapll., so long as it could confidently be adopted
ithout xisk to the interests of the tax pay
. RUSOLUTION ;

Traffic on Inland Tolegraph Messages,

ing community,

Read—

L'e‘n,er from the Government of Bombay, in the Public
Works Deputment, No. 101-653, dated $1d July
1880, to the Government of Ifdia,

235
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Letter from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, No.
178, dated 6th July 1880, tothe Director-General
of Melegraphs in India. :

Letter from . the Director-General of Telegraphs in
India, No. 4531, dated 27th July 1880, to the
Government of India. *

Letter from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, dated
21st August 1880, to the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Public Works Department.

OnservaTions.—The Government of Bombay remarks
in its letter now read :-—

“While on the subject of Telegraphs, I am instructed
“by His Excellency the Governor in Council to point out
“that the charges arc extremely high in Indin. The
“charge for 20 words, exclusive of addresses, in Australia
“is only one shilling. The telegraphs belong to the
“Government of each Colony, and the receipts for
“ through messages are divided according .to mileage by
“a ‘clearing house’ arrangement. The distance covered
“is up to 3,000 miles, In one year, during which His
“ Excell the Right IL bl
“in South Australia, the number of telegraphic messages
“in the Colony is believed to bave been 50 per cent. of
“ that of postal letters, the charges being one shilling and
“two pence respectively. Tt is, therefore, apparent that
“ the cheapness of rate caused the telegraph to be used
“to an extent unknown in India, or even in the United
“ Ringdom, in proportion to the population, the saving of
“{ime in so large a country being considerable.

Sir J. Tergusson was

“I am to state that, if the Government of India would
“allow the Government of Bombay to try the experiment




" length of the message b

fn force in other countries ;

134 ~

“of charging half a_1rupee for twelve or twenty words
“for local messages, guaranteeing the present amount
“derived therefrom, His Iixcellency the Governor in Coun-
“cil believes the results will be remarkable.” -

) 2. The. Bombay Chamber of Commerce represent that
in compatison with the tanifs in force in the United
Ringdom and in' Germany, the taiiff in Indin appeass to
them to be exorbitant, and suggests, for the consideiation
of Government, tle expediency of reduction. to a mini-
mum chaige of eight annas for four words, with one anna’
more for every additional word, no charge being made,

as ab present, for the transmission of the address.b ’

8. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce urge that the

experience of other countries has shewn that o lowering

of rates and a sliding scale .of charges according to the
as in 0o way tended to diminish
th}e profit_ of their Telegraph Departments ; and on this
ground they suggest a minimum rate of twelve aunas for
four words (exclusive of address, which would be free)
and one auna for each additional word,

4. These proposals are based on two hypotheses, (I} that
t)}e rates for? t‘_e‘lpgmphic_’ messages in India are unduly
bigh, and (IT) that a reduction in rates would be followed
by an increase iu the traffic which would more than com-
Ppensate for the immediate loss in revenue,

Cbi lTl.xe Government of Bombay and the Bombay
fl;m ber of Commerce contend that the Telegraph Taiiff
of India s unrensonably high, compared with the tariffs
on_ this point there appears

to be some misapprehension of the facts,
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6. In Australia the charge, so far as can be ascertaived,
is one shilling for a minimum  of fen words within the
limits of cack Colony. The iuter-colonial rates vary
from two to threeshillings or more for a message of ten
words, so that the Tndian uniform tariff of one rupee,
with free delivery for five mifes, for distances which extend
to 3,000 miles compares rather favorably than otherwise.

7. In Geimany theresa fixed charge of 20 pfennige,
firespective of length, i addition to a word mte of 5
plennige, and the address is charged for.

& In Great Britain the minimum charge is one shil-
ling, the number of words allowed twenty, the address
is free, and a charge is made for delivery of six pence a
mile lieyond the first mile, and of a shilling’a mile if the
total distance exceeds three miles. The cost of a single
rate message delivered at the average distance from the
Telegraph Office at which Indian messages aro delivered
is one shilling and six pence.

9. In the TUnited Stales of America the unit message
is ten words, the address is free, and there is'a charge for
delivery beyond half a wile. The taiff s proportional
to distance and varics from 25 cents to 1- dollar and a
half for distances within 1,000 miles, For distances over
1,000 miles, between State and State, the rate is from 2
to 8 dollars. | . o .

10. The Government of India notices the admission
made by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that a fair
comparison between results in England or in various coun-
tries of Burope and India is not possible, because the dis-
tances to be traverséd here are, as a rule, so much greater ;
but. differences in extent alone form only one, and that
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wot the most serious, of the difficulties in the \va\y of

waking a fair comparison of the tariffs of different coun- 13. In the United States, notwithstanding the advan-
tries ; and, unless the climate, internal resources, average tages in climate, .appliances, and in the character and
individual prosperity, and social donditions of the coun. moans.of the inhabitanis as a whole, the tariff is consider-
tries iwhose tarifs it is sought to compare ho also taken 1 _ably higher than in India; and it appears to the Govera-
into account, such a comparifon must be altogether mis- ment of India that the moderate simple tariff of one

leading. " rupee for six words for all distavces up to 3,000 miles,

11 Tho aren of Todia is toughly eighi-times that of with free address and free delivery up to a distance of -

United Germany, and thitteen times thay of Great Bui- [ . five miles, compares very favorably with the taviffs in

tain, The. greatest distance a message can be transmit. force in other more fortunately situated countries.

ted in England is about 500 miles ; in India upwards of 14. 1t is wiged, however, in support of the proposal
3,000 miles, Tu Great Biitain there js o temperate cli- . for a veduction in telepraph rates that the adoption of a
mate, a population dense, self-governing, and very weal- very low tauift is the only means of securing an adequate
thy, inhabiting a small area; it is a centre of trade, of revenue ; but this contentiou is not Loroe out by experi-
science and of manufacture, where every appliance of n ence, and the Government of Im{]iu, with the information
telegraph is locally made and procutable at very short before it, is forced to the conclusion that, while in no
notice, technical knowledge is there cheap and always country and under no circumstances have reductions of
available, and consequeritly a telegraph can be established A the telegraph taifl resulted in & net gain, the instances
there at a minimum cost and maintained with the least . are rare in which such reductions have not resulted in a
possible difliculty and expense, e loss of revenue, .

12. In India there is, on the other hand, a tropical 15, At the co:llnl?llcenleub of the breseat year the
dlimato injurious o the materials of which a telegraph Uovernment of India, in oider to obtain the benefit of
Is composed, ‘a._ conntry vast and in pasts still almost un. an uniform tasiff throughout the do : d
opened ; a population poor, and in the mass ignorant, to by it, reduced the tlllﬂ"bet-\veen Tndia and J?m'mah from :
whom the telegraph is an exotic; a country that requires ‘ Rs. 1-8 to Re. 1 for six w.ords. The experience of three ;
to import the greater portion of the material and techni- months’ workiug of this tariff is reported to be that n‘m,
<al appliances for its telegraphs, and also its principal Al only has the average cost per message been reduced in
technical supervision, where it is necessary to keep large exactly the same proportion, shewing that there has been
stocks of stores ab great cost ready for emergeucies, and . no increase in the length of messages, but the numb(fr
where consequently a telegiaph can only be established of messages trunsmitted so fur fiom shewing any equi-
2t very high cost and maintained yith difficulty and ex- valent increase has uLw.)luLely decneased,‘ The decrease is
Ppense. . - , doubtless due to stagnation of trade, but it serves o bear
! out the conteution of the YLelegraph Department in this

: 18
N ~
~ « ° ( —_—
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and other countries that the telegraph biafiic follows, por-
tieularly in its augmentations, the fluctuitions of trade
and that it is influenced by the ‘taiff only in a very
secondary degree. .

16. In the face of thesc experiences it is obvious that
the Government could not look forward with any confi-
dence to obiaining under a reduced tariff any increase in
the net revenue, or even to the maintenance of the pre-
[ sent net revenue of the Telegraph Depariment,

i 17 A low wniform  taiiff is obviously iucousistent
" with a still lower local tariff, and the Government, as at
! preseat advised, is not disposed to abandon the important
principle of uniformity. The most essential feature of

; . a telegraph tariff is that it shall be simple, intelligible to
; all, avd easy in fts application, so that the public shall

g themselves be able readily to cal
: under all cirenmst
the charges m

leulate the payments due
anees, and to verify the correctness of
ade by the departmental employés, The
present tariff appears to thoroughly

fulfil these conditions.

| 18, The Govemment’ of India b
the question of a reduction of the in
under consideration, and is fully

i to be anticipated from such o measure when it can ‘be in-

i troduced without retarding the progress of the Telegraph
Department towards commenial solvency. There are

undoubtedly conditions under which g might be a just

and wise policy to fix the charges for telegiaphic inter-

communication he cost of the ad-

s quite recently had
land telegraph taviff
alive to the advantages

ab 5o dow a yate ghy
ministration must exceed the

| only exist in India at Present to
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any revision of the tariff, the offect of which would be
to burden the general revenues in order that the senders
of telegrams might be enabled to transmit them at a
lower rate than the cost price.

19. The introduction and wmaintenance of the tele-
graph system in India has proved in the past extremely
costly ; and for very many years the general revenues
of the country have suffered to provide for the mainte-

- nance of au institution from which, apart from its admi-

nistrative and political value, only a very limited section
of the community hasreaped the benefit; and the time
has now come when the Government may reasonably
expect that the yearly expenditure of the department,
including interest on the capital, shall be covered by the
receipts from the public, plus the valne of t!xe messages
despatched on the service of the Government itself.

20. With the existing tariff the Telegraph Depart-
ment is now at length beginning to pay its working expen-
ses, but the increased revenue of recent years is in great
measure due to exceptional and temporary - causes, and,
although the stimulus given may not be all:ogel['\cr barren
of permanent results, a_continuance of the tz?n{.f f"‘ the
present rate cannot be calculated upon, and it is impro-
bable that the net revenue will for many years to come be
sufficient to cover the working expenses in addition t?
interest on the capital invested. But'in any future modi-
fication of the 'tariff that experience may x'ha\v to he
desirable this object must be kept steadily in view.

"1, The Capital Account of the Telegraph Depart-
ment includes numerous items, such as charges consequent
on military expeditions, cost of temporaty and abandon-
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ed lines, &e..&e., wlhich are cither properly chargeable to
“1evenue,” and should have been charged off iu. the
year i which they were incursed; or which have not add-
ed to the permavent value of the plant. The Govern-
ment does not expeet thtt the Telegraph Department
should earn interest on a capital thus impoperly inflated :
and the Capital Account of the Telegraph Department,
should be carefully serutinized with a view to the elimi-
nation of such items and to the arival at a fair valuation
of the lines and appliances as they now stand, in commu-
nication with the Accountant-General of the Public
Works Department,

22, On the capital value thus arrived at thie Govern-
ment expects that -the telegiaph revenae shall yield a

fair intevest after paying its working expenses.  When the

revenue shall'be found to yield more than sufficient to
cover these charges, the Governor-General in Conneil con-
siders that such suplus mag properly be applied o redu-
cing the tarifl in the futerest of the sanders of messages,
and will be prepared to consider favorably any proposals
that may be put forward with that object.
OupER—Oidered that a copy of this Resolution bo
nmumicated to the Diiector-Cle tal of Telegraphs in
India for information aud guidance, i reply to his letter
No. 4537T., dated 27th July, and to the Accountant-Gene-

ral, Public Works Department, for information and guid-+
ance.

That a copy of this Resolution
ment of Bombay in the Public
information, in reply
July 1850.

1 be seut to the Govern-
Woiks Department for
toits letter No,101-653 s dated 3rd
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That copies be sent (o the Chambers of Commerce fn
Bombay and Bangal, in 1oply to their letters dated Gth
July and 21st August respectively, and to the Chambers
of Commerce in Madias, Rangoon and Karachi for infor-
mation. N

And, further, that this Resolution be published in the
Supplement to the Gazelte of India.

From Chamber to the. Government of India.

Caleutta, 15th November 1880,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
ime to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 883 of
the 5th of last month, farwarding copy of a Resolution
relative to the taviff of vates for inland telegraph messages,
in reply to their representation of the 21st August on
that subject. .

‘They have atfentively considered the grounds upon
which the Governor-General in Council has arrived at &
conclusion advetse to the suggestions which they sub-
mitted, and they regret to learn that His Excellency is
not at present prepared to adopt the modification of the
tariff which they had hoped would bave recommended
itself to his Lordship’s jndgment, -

The Committee, under all the circumstances. set forth
in the Resolution, will noi now press their views further
on the Government, save in respect to one amendment
of the tariff which has perhaps uot been sufficiently con-
sidered.

The decision of g\ovemmenl involves the continued
heavy charge of double the ordinary rate for any message
containing even one word in excess of the present mini-
mum limitation, N N

——— e
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+ A message containing six effective words costs the sen-
der. one rupee, or at the rate of 2 annas 8§ pies pBl“ word ;
\vhel‘gas, a message of seven words costs two rupees, or
at the rate of ¢ annas 9 pies per word,

For transmitting the fornier message of 6 words, and
assuming the address and official instructions amount
to 7 words, the Telegraph Department receives nearly
1 anna 3 pies per word ; whereas, for the message of 7
words the Government receives at the rate of 2 annas
8 pies per word. .

They respectfully submit that these are unfairly dis-
proportionate charges, tending to discourage the trans-
mission of the longer messages, which are a material
advantage to the Telegraph administration, it being ad-
mitled that the proportion of unremunerative work by
the gratuitous trausmission of address, official instruictions,
&e, &c., is lessened according as the message increases
in length.

The Committee therefore represent for the faverable

ideration of His Excellency the Governor-G 1 in
Couucil, that while the present rate of one rupee for 6
words is continued, the charge for cach additional word
shall not exceed 2 annas.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION IN THE
TOWN AND SUBURBS OF CALCUTTA.

The subject of providing greater facilities for
telegraphic communication in the town and
suburbs of Calcutta having been represented by
the Choirman of the Municipality for the con-

——
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sideration of the Government of Bengal, the
Committee were requested to submit to the
Lieutenant-Governor their opinion whether a
demand really existed among the mercantile com-
munity for the proposed service; and they stated, in
reply, that in their experience such necessity had
not arisen, but that municipal purposes might be
advantageously served by the establishment of

_ small local branches at the principal police stations.

At the same time the Committee suggested that as
the Telegraph Office is at a considerable distance
from the northern part of the town, and much
time is lost in sending and receiving messages, a
branch might be opened at some locality easy of
access to Furopean and Native morchants, whose
places of business are so far distant from the
Head Office in Dalhousie Square as to render the
suggested branch a very appreciable arrangement.

From Govermment of Bengal to Chamber.—
No. 855, Caleutta, 17th September 1880.

T am directed to send herewith copy of a letter
No. 1728, dated the 19th July last, received from the
Chairman of the Oalcutta Municipality on the subject of
providing greater facilities for telegraphic communication
in the town and suburbs of Calcutta, and to request that
the Committoe of tii Chamber of Commerce may be
moved to favor the Lieutenant-Governor with their opinion
whether there is really a demand among tlie mercintils
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community” for such telegraphic service as is gontemplated
in Mr. Beverley’s letter.

From Oh{m‘man of the Curporation of the Town of
Caleutta to Government of Bengal,—No. 1728,
Caleutta, 19th July 1880,

I am desired by the Municipal Commissioners for the
town of Caleutta to invité the attention of Government
to the expediency of providing greater facilities for tele-
graphic communication “in the town and suburbs of
Caleutta,

2. Putting aside the offices attached to the Railway
stations’ at Howrah and Sealdab, there is at present
but one public Telegraph Office, viz., that in Dalhousie
Equare, for the use of all the inhabitauts of the town
and suburbs, numbering at least three quarters of a million
souls, and oceupying an area of something like 35 square
miles.

3. This single office, moreover, is only available- Tor
sending messages to distant places; there are absolutely
no facilities whatever open to the public for communica-
ting by telegraph either within the town nse]f or between
the town and the suburbs,

4. The Municipal Commissioners are of opinion that
the time has aiived when the Government should, for
the sake of public convenience, offer facilities for tele-
graphic * communication within the town and subuibs ;
and they believe that, with a judiciously selected uecwork
of offices and a reduced fee, a metrspolitan telegraphic
service might eventually be made a source of considerable
profit to the public revenue,

————
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Such a service would not only benefit the commercial

‘and trading community of Caleutta, but would be. of

advantage: to ‘the Government itsell for administrative
and police purposs; On the outbreak of fives, for in-
stance, an i d system of tel b

would be invaluable,

" Uuder these circumstances, I am 1o ask that His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor may be moved to take
the subject into consideration, and to pass such orders in
the matter as to him may seem expedient,

From Chamber to Government of Bengal.
Caloutta, 27th September 1880.

I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce fo acknowledge the receipt—on the 28rd in-
stant—of your letter No, 855 of the 17th September,
forwaiding copy of a tepresentation from the Chairman
of the Corporation of the Town of Caleutta, dated the
19th Tuly last, on the subject of providing greater faci-
lities for telegraphic communication in the town and
suburbs of Calcutta.

In reply to the inquiry iustituted by His Honor the
Licutenant-Governor whether lhexe is really 'Ldﬂm'md
among the il y for such P
servicé as is contemplated by the Chairman of the Cor-
poration, I am instructed by the Committee of the Cham-
ber to say that, in their experience, such demand has not
at any time existed, and that present artangements are,
on the whole, sufticient for their purposes.

The Tolegraph Office is at a somewhat inconvenient
distance from pldces of business in the northern part of
19
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the city, and-a branch office in that locality—say at o point
that could be easily reached by merchants in Burra Bazar—
would be of great advantage to both Buropean. and native
merchants by saving the time taken in sending messages to
Dalbousie Square, and a corresponding convenicace would
result to the-Head Office by” diminishing the distauce its
messengers have now to go,

Tu the facilities for telegraphic service as suggested
by M. Beverley were actually available to the masses
of the iuhabitants of the city and its suburbs, the Cop-
mittee very much doubt if they would be resorted to tothe
extent he anticipates, or, to any appreciable extent,
supersedo present meaus of inter-communication ; but they

* concu in bis opinion that Municipal purposcs would be

advantageously served ; and perhaps the principal police

stalions might be wutilised as offices for small local
branches,

‘This arrangement would appear, however, to be one for
determination by the Corporation, and if the Commis-
sioners sy their way clearly to a profitable, o,
seli-supporting scheme, probubly His Houoy
object to its introduction,

at least, a
would not

—_
DEPARTURE OF MAIL STEAMERS FROM
: BOMBAY, )

The action taken by the Committee in this
matter is fully set forth in the communications
addressed by them to the Divector-Gleneral of
the Post Office and to the Government of Tndia,
to a reference made by

1
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the Seccretary of State, who had been wrged
by various memorialists at home to a\‘rmﬁ)ge for
the departure of themail steamer fro‘m bouﬂ?n,y
so as to admit of the Indian mails =reaching
London in ample time for acknowledgment b‘y
the Fri(izty evening despateh from London: To
that end the Marquis of Hartington is of.
opinion that the plan of a fixed day of the
week all the year round must be abandoned,
and the former system of alternate days in the
North-East and South-West Monsoons' reverted
to, and the steamers’ departure from Bomb&.y
arranged for Thwrsdays and Mondays: this
would involve the wails leaving Caleutla on
Mondays and Fridays.

Membeors will notice that while the Committee
have accepted the latter day as the most conve-
nient for closing mercantile correspondence, th(lzy
have strongly protested ngainst‘n Monday mail-
day, since it would inevitably involve work on
Sundays.

The present plan of a Wedxxeéday closing hlas
been found to be the most smt:'lhle, ]71\'4. the
Committee have expressed their willingness, in 'the
gencral interests, to waive Lheir/f'm'mer objec-
tions to this arrangement being dlst'urbed, p.ro.
vided Tuesday be fixed for tvh‘e mails leaving
Caleutta, although the Committee apprehend
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that even that day will be found excessively
inconvenient.

From Dircotor-General of the Post Office of India
to Chamber,—No. 93. Caicutta, the bih A pril 1880,

Referring to the suggestion made in your letter to the
Government of India, dated the 19th Februaiy last, to
the effect that the train service across Tudia might be
aceclerated by 2 or 3 hours, I bave the Lonor to observe
that an acceleration of the ordinary train once a week,
when earrying the overland mail, would disorganize the
entire railway mail serviees throughout India, the' timing
of which depends upon the trunk line from Caleutta to
Bowbay's aud I do not think that it would be possible,
-under present conditions, to accelerate the daily service,

2. But the object in view might perhaps be attained
by making the train leave Caleutta 2 hours catlier, ..,
at 7par (Caleutta time) instead of 9 par, as at present.
This would involve a closing of the Caleutta Gencral
Post Office at 6 p.xe. :

3. Tmay mention that the advantages of an earlier
artival of the train at Bombay would probably be found
tohe even greater thay the Chamber suppose, for by
allowing the steamer (o leave Bombay by 10-30
instead of at 7 Pax, it would he possible to land the mails
in London 15} hours eatlier, ¢, at 104 A2 on Wednes-
day instead of at 2 Ay on Thursday, At present 24
Dours are allowed for transit through Tigypt on the home-
ward ronte (instead of 17 howrs ag oy the outward route)
because the homeward mails are due at Suez at 7 aar
and 17 hours of Bgyptian transit would bring the hour |
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of starting from Alexandria to midnight. Vessels cannot
leave the Alexandria harbour till about 7 s, a“d. 50
7 hours have been added to the allowance for gyptian
transit on the homeward route. But with a start fiom
Bombay at 10-30 AM. the mails would reaclf Suez at
10-30" P.M. and an interval of 17 hours (asin the out~
ward voyage) for Egyptian transit would nllo\’v‘ of the
mails leaving Alexandria by 3-30 »ar. on 1hn|sdn:y
instead of 7 AM. on Iriday.

4, Perhaps, therefore, the Chamber will see their way
to consider favorably the suggestion of stnru:‘n{ the train
from Calcutta at 7 PM. (Caleutta time) This clmugg
would, I believe, be of advanlage to Allahabad, Agra,
Simla, and Lahore.

Caleutta, 29th May 1880.

Your letter No. 93, of the 5th ultimo has been circula-

-ted among the members of the Chamber in order to
R £

obtain their individual opinions upon 'the z\lmngfmen(t
suggested by you, namely, closing the mails at Llné ‘(Jeneil_
ala;’osn Office at 6, instead of 7 .r,M., and smmni; the
train from Howrah at 7, instead of 9 P..\VI.; zm(% : 4:“]
now directed by the Committee to state, in lelpl)_, t{at a
large majority of the members have recorded their votes
in favor of the proposition.

At the same time I am instructed to ‘iuform ‘youftlllnp
the majority have voted for tl.\e carlier closn;g :. lo
mail on Weduesday,_i\s that day is generally an hs wngl;
ly preforred to Tuesday or any other day of the wee
for the despatch of the overland post.
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Members have no doubt been influenced also by the
advantage you point out of the homeward mails leaving
Bombay sufficiently early on Saturday to admit of the
steamer aniving at Suez, and the mails starting from
Alexandria, considerably in advance of the present hours
of anival and, departure, and thereby reaching London
in a correspondingly shorter time,

The Committee are bound, however, to place before
you the views expressed by other members,—especially
those who represent the bauking business of the city—
who are opposed to any change in the present arrange-
ments which may tend to curtail the time at their dis-
posal for posting their despatches. They are of -opinion
“that by the co-operation of the ast Indian and Great
Indian Peninsular Railway Companies, the train which
carties the homeward mails may be materially accelerated
Dby avoiding stoppages at many of the minor stations,
and minimising the detention at the principal halting
places, Allahabad, Jubbulpore, &, by which means the
present closing hour and time for star ting from Howral
can be continued, and any inconvenience to the travelling
public which might follow the- suggested change ther;
by avoided. '

The Committee admit that there is much force in the
views expressed by the minority ; and in placiug the
two fzidcs of the question before you, they believe that
the interests of wl concerned may be fully consulted
by the forlowing plan :—

The Committee propose that the, daily mail sorvice
should be canied on by a train leaving Howrah at 7 pa,
as suggested by you; but that on Wednesday a special

e
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overland mail train with a Post Office van and a limited

number of carriages should be despatehed, as at preseut,
at @ P, in addition to the ordinary train at 7 par.

By closing the mails at the Post Office at 6 o'clock
the bulk of the correspondénce would most likely go
foiward by the ordinary train, and probably the earlier
departure would suit most passengers better than the _
9 P departure, The train would be due at Mokameh
at 5-41 the next morning, and by the time appointed for
leaving that station—say at 6-11—it would be overtaken
by the special mail train, and the van and carviages could
cither be joined on to it or the mails and passengers
transfered. ) .

The Committee apprehend that the cost of such special
mail would not be more than could be met by a moderato
late-letter fee on every cover sent, and by sn addition
to the ordinary fare for passengers who may prefer to
travel by it. °

They will be glad if you will communicate with the
Railway Companies on the subject, and oblige the Cham-
ber with the result of your reference and your opinion”
on the proposal now submitted.

Colcutta, 24th July 1880.
.The attention of the Committee of the Bengal Cham
ber of Commerce has been called to a letter addressed
10 you by the Bombay Chamber, aud published in the
Bombuy Gazelte newspaper of the 19th instant.

I am iustructed o refer to this letter, and for your
consideration to notice some of the arguments brought
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forward in favour of g Triday departure of the majl
stcamer from Bombay,

The Bombay Chambei of Commerce have stated that
apparently Caleutta merchants can advance no better
renson for their objection to a Tuesday mail duy than &
mere predilection for Wednesday, but it is submitted
that the same arguments which have been advanced by
the Bombay Chamber ‘of Commerce against the closing
of the mails there on Monday apply as strongly again:t
the mails being closed at Calcutta on Tuesday.

I as is stated in the letter reforred to, Bombay

“merchants have found that onc day does not give suffi-

cient time in which to prepare documents for their one
article of export, so Caleutta merchants have found from
experience (acquired when mails during a portion of the
year were closed here ou Tuesday) that two days are in-
sufficient for the preparation of all that is required,
having regard to the great variety of artiles which con-
stitute the trade of this port,

The Bombay Chamber make light of the circumstance

* that an evening departure of the steamer involves a de-

lay of some eight hours not only of the Calcutta mails
but of the whole of the mails of India,
of Bombay,) but it must
Bombay proposal
those of the few.

(excepting those
swely be obvious that the
sacrifices the interests of the many to

It is suggested that, in opposing  the proposition for
a "Tuesday mail duy, we lose sight of the interests of *
London merchants and of those living in the northern
towns of Great Britain ; but this ig” not so: my Com-
mittee are well aware of the inconvenience caused to
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their correspondents by the present system, whereby *
letters are often delivered only on the out-going mail day ;
but it is beliovéd that under the arrangement proposed
by you in.your letter No. 93 of the 5th April last the
mails would be delivered in London and the northern
towns of the United Kingdom on days which would he

. found suitable.

In couclusion, I am directed to say that miy Committee
feel sure that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce would
re-consider their request for the continuance of 2 Wednes-
day mail day for Caleutta, if it could be shown (as stated
by Bombay) that the general public in India and at home
would benefit by the mail being closed here on some
other day. They will strongly object, however, to be in-
convenienced by a Tuesday mail day, merely in order
that Bombay merchants shall have what they so pertina-
ciously advocat ith ding that an alternative has
been suggested which, although not thoroughly agreeable
to Bombay, would, it is believed, meet the wishes of
all others concerned, and give to the' Western port the
Saturday half-holiday which formerly was all that was
asked for,

From Government of India 10 the Chamber.
No. 2880, Simla, 18th September 1880.

Tam directed by the Governor-General in- Council to
request that you will lay before your Chamber the accom-
panying despatehes from Her Majesty's Secretary of -
State for Iudia to the Government of India, No. 130,
dated 22nd April, "and Nos. 270 and 271, both dated
19th August, transmitting memorials from the Chambers

20
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of Ce of Manck Hudd 1d, Glasgow;
Liverpool and Dundee, from . the Chartered Bank of India,
Austrelia and China, and from the “ Leading Firms and
Companies in Loundon interested in the Indian Mail
Service,” in which the memorialists represent the incon-
venience felt in Great Britain in consequence of the des-
pateh of the English mails from Bombay on Saturday.

2. Inhis despatch No. 271, Lord Hartington also in-
forms the Government of India that on the 5th August
he received a very imy deputation of £l
Tepresenting the various Chambers of Commerce, Banks,
and Mercantile bodies interested in this question,

8. In order to meet the views of the mercantile
community of Great Britain in this matter, which appear

to the Marquis of Hartington to be rensonable, His -

Lordship suggests that the mails be despatehed from
Bombay on Thwisday in the fair season and on Monday
in the monsoon,

4, This proposal assumes that the mails will continue
to leave Bombay in the evening as heretofore, The Go-
vernor-General in Council, however, was disposed, " be-
fore the receipt of Lord Hartington's despatch, to con-
clude that the interests of the general mercantile com-
munity in India required that the mails should be des-
patched from Bombay, not, as heretofore, in the evening,
but in the morning, as soon as possible after the arrival
of the mail train in Bombay. This alternative certainly
involves the detention through the night of the mails
originating in Bombay itself and the neighbourhood ; but,
owing to f.he impracticability of the mgeil steamer leaving
Alexandria: Harbour in darkuess, a morning despatch
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from Bombay as compared with the despatch of the

mails the previous night would cause a delay of only eight *

Dours in the delivery of the mails in London : or, putting
the case otherwise, if ihe mails are despatched in the
morning from Bombay, instead of, say, eight hours later,
in the eveuing, they will be delivered in London sixteen
hours earlier.

5. Tt scems possible that, under theso cireumstances,
the mercantile community of Great Britain might be
satisfied if the mails were despatched from Bombay on
Friday morning in the fair season and Tuesday morning
in the monsoou, which would involve the closure of the

mailsat— In thte fair scason, In the monsoon,
Caleutta ... Tuesday. Saturday.
Madras .. Wednesday. Sunday.

6. The Interests of the mercantile communities of
the Presidency Towns appear to the Governor-Ceneral in
Council to be almost exclusively concerned in this matter
the Government and the general commuuity are, com-
paratively, indifferent as to the days of the week on whichr
the mails leave Bombay. .

7. lam, accordingly, to Tequest that you will move
your Chamber Lo state, at its eatliest possible convenicncey
its final views upon the whole subject, noting—

1st.—Whether it desires that the mails should starb
from Bombay.in the morning at 10 A, or in the even-
ing at sunset. )

2ndly.— Whether, in its opinion, the interests of the
‘mercantile community will suffer if the principle o{ one
fixed day for the departure of the mails from Bombaj be

surrendered.

vk
e N
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3rdly~If that principle should be maintained, on what
fixed day in the week the mail should leave Bombay,

4thly~If the day of departure should vary with the
season, what day should be fixed In the fair season, and
what in the monsoon,

8. In. dealing with this !subject, the Chamber of Com-
merce will, doubtless, bear in mind that from the nature
of the case it is impracticable to make such arrangements
as would be the mostconvenient possible, even for each
of the thrce Presidency Towns 5 and that the arrange-
ments which are required in the interests of Great Britain
cannot, apparently, be made to conform to the interests
of the Presidency Towns in India. Under these circum-
stances, it seems necessary that those whose interests con-
fliet should each concede as much as they can without
sacrificing what seems to them indispensable. It is desir-
able therefore that the Chamber, while stating the arrange-
ment which would most completely suit the local con-
venience, should specify the extent to which it considers
the local interest might, out of consideration for the
interests of other places, be surrendered without too great
inconvenience,

9. It will be understood that, inasmuch as the interests
of the mercuntile communities of Iudia and Great Britajn
appear to conflict in this matser, it may not be in the
Ppower of the Governor-General in Conncil to'secure the
adoption of the alternative desired in Indi;
seem to him the best in the genoral Lud;
that His Excellency in Gouncil can
that the interests of India
weighed,

2, or which may
an interest.  All
do is to take care
are claarly re’cognis‘ed and fully

—_—
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From the Secretury of State for India,—to the Gonernment of India
No 130 ( Financial ),—dated 22nd April 1880.

With reference to my despatch, dated the 30th October
1879, No. 413, I forward here-
with for your: information a
copy of aletter® from the Manchester Oh:urflmr :;f Com-
merce, rep fug the i i to the
mercantile communities in the north of England and in
Scotland by the despateh of tho mails from Bombay on
Saturday ; and I shall be glad to learn whether you can
see your way to the adoption of an arrangement which
will obviate this inconvenience. -

“ Dated 25th March 1680, *

Trom B. Anawirace, Tisa, President, Chamber of Commerce, Man-
chester, to the Secretary of State for India.—~Dated 25tk March
1880.

When a deputation from the Manchester Chamber of
Commerce had the honor of an interview with Your Lord-
sl;ip on the Gth February last, the opportunity was taken
of poiuting out the serious inconvenience sutfered by the

il ities of ‘Manch Liverpool, and
other towns in the north of England aud in Scotland, by
the drrangement under which the Iudian mails were timed
to arrive just before the closing and -despatch of those
outward. In illustration, T have now respectfully to point
out that last week and the week preceding the letters
from India were delivered on Friday, those to India des-
patched at 11-35 the same morning. ,

. The present week’s mail has arrived in Manchester on
Thursday ; even this allows too short a time - for fally
answering léiters ; whilst in the two instances of later
arrival, and which may be of frequent occurrence, it is
mauifest that the incouvenience must be very great,
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You Lordship will wo doubt have been inforneed tha
the Chamber of Commerce of Bombny has represented
that inconvenience in equal, if not greater, degree fg
entailed at that port by the despatch of the mail steamers
thence on Saturday evening ; and is strongly supported
by .the Bombay Governmeat in mevvmori:;lisiug for tho
closing of the mails there on Friday ovening,

 These suggestions T am desired by the Directors of the
Manchester Chamber carnestly to recommend to’ Your
Lordship.

Lirom the Sccrctary of State for India—~to the Government of Tudia,
No. 270 ( Financial ), dated 19th August 1880,

In continuation of Lord Cranbiook's despatch of the
22ad April last, No. 180, I for-
waid herewith copies of letters*
b 0{, Commin fiom the Incorporated Cham-

ce at Huddersfield and Glasgow, from the

Cl:mltered Bank of India, Australia, and _China, and from

Viscount Sandon on the part of the Liverpool Chamber

of Commerce, together with copies of the memorials re-

ferred to therein ; and T Tequest that T may be furnished
“as early as possible with a reply to the enquiry contained
in the' despateh above referred to, as to the possibility of
adopting an arrangement by which the great inconveni-
ence now felt in regard to the amival of the Indian mails
in Englaud may be removed,
From C. Mivs Bsa., Secretary, Tucorporated Chamber of Com-

- merce, Huddersfield, to' the Secretary i
: 17ty o5, 'y of State _/orj India.~—Dated

* Dated 17th, 20th and 27tk
July 1880.

T have the honor to {ransmit o

h your Lovdship the
enclosgd meraorial of the Couneil of tlig Chamber oll: the

‘the effect of almost
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subject of the Indian mails, and trust it will recive Your
Lordship’s favorable consideration.

To the Secretary of State for India.—Dated Vith July 1880,
' Tho memorial of the Hudders-
field Tncorporated Chamber
. of Commerce.

SuewerH,—That six months’ experience of the working
of the Indian mails under the new Time Table has afford-
ed abundant proof that the objections to the-arrange-
ment, which at the outset were expressed regarding it,
were well founded. The arrival of the mail on Thursday
does not allow proper and sufficient time for letters to be
replied to by the next return mail. This is found to be
the case even in London, where the outward mail closes
on Friday. In other commercial citics of the United
Kingdom the inconvenience is still greater, as in those
places the mail arrives either after or just before the close
of the outward mail. .

As the pefiod for arranging the new Time Table for the
year 1881 is approaching, Your memorialists would res-
pectfully but earnestly request Your Lordship to restore
the system which was in force previously, whereby the
arrival of the mail in London took place in the early part
of each week. The change from that to the present plan,
although due entircly to the decision of the Government
of India, bas not, your memorialists believe, proved
acceptable even in India ; whilst in this country it has had
pletely d ying the
of the accelerated service which the Government made
such strenuous efforts to secure under the new mail
contract.
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Zrom 1. H. Gwrruzs, Manager, Chartered Bunk of India, Austrq.
lia and China, London, to the ,Um[n%Sccrclary of State for India,
Dated 20tk July 1880, .

I have the honor to enclosea memorial* addressed to
the Secretary of State for India and signed by the leading
TFirms and Companies in London interested in the Tndian
Mail Service, requesting His Lordship to induce the Go-
vernment of India to reconsider their decision fixing
Suturday as the day for the departure of the mails from
Bombay, and restore the system of the mails from India
arriving in Loodon in the eatly part of each week,

_

Lrom W. C. Mowrs, Bsa, Secretary, Olartored Dani of Iudia,

Australia, and China, London, to (he Under-Secretary of Staty
Jor India.—Dated 20t} July 1880,

Tliave the honor to enclose wo memorials* addressed to
the Secretary of State for India,—one signed by the Lead-
ing Firms and Companies in Manches Y, the other signed
by the Chamber of Commerce Bmdfmd,—-requesling His
Lordship to induce the Government of India to reconsider
their decision fixing Saturday as the day for the departure
of the Indian mails from Bombay ; and I shall feel greatly
obliged if you will bring " these memorials to His Lord-

ship’s notice, and ascertain if he can appoint a day for
Teceiving a deputation on the subject.
e —

Trom M. Axoowsox T, Seeretary, Champer of Commerce and
Manufactures, Glusgou, to g1 Secrelary of State for Indig.—
Dated 27th July 180, .

T beg to hand you herewith a memorial by this'Cham-"
ber on the subject of the itregular delj very “of the mails

. , e yarded bo B
Theso memorials aro idontical with that forvarded by tho Hudders-
field Tacorporated Chamber of Commerce,
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from India, ‘China, and Australia, and praying for such
alteratious as will ensure a regular.and ealier delivery,

o the Secretary of State for India.—Dated 25t) July 1850,
‘ The memorial of tho Chamber
> of Commerce and Manufac-
tures.in the City of Glasgow,

Suewerd,—That in the month of Tebruary last your
memorialists brought under the consideration of Her
Majesty’s Government the great inconvenience which mer-
chants, manufacturers, and others in this city suffered from
irregularity and delay ju delivery of the weekly mails
from India, China and Austyalia carried by the Peniusular
and Oriental Steam Ship Company.

The mails for the Tast have; for many years, been made
up id the provinces upon Thursday of each weelk for des-
pateh by Friday’s mail from London ; and this arrange-
ment, -having been found suitable and convenient, is stil]
retained,

Since the new contract with the Peninsular and Orien-

© tal Steam Ship Company, which commenced in December

last, it has, however, been found quite’” impracticable in
most cases to reply by the outgoing Friday’s: mail to
correspondence due by that week’s jnward mail,

" The following statement will show the dates upon whichy
the mails were delivered in this city from the 19tk De-
cember till 16th June last :—

One mail on Wednesday.
< Bight mails on Thursday,
'i*om'teeu mails on Friday.
Oue mail on Saturday.
Two mails on Monday succeeding,
21




162

The mails earried by the Messagerfes Maritimes Com-
pany, leaving the East a week after those despatched by
the’ Peninsular and Oriental Steam Ship ‘Company, are
generally delivered in this country only two days later,
thussaving several days on the passage.

Your memorialists feel the delay by the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Ship Company to be a serious public in-
convenience, and they thercfore respectfully pray that
Your Lordship may take this matter into your considera-
tion, and that arangements be made to ensure’ a regular
and earlier delivery in the provinces, in no case later than
Wednesday in each week, so as to allow of a reply being
sent by the outward mail of the same week,

Lrom Viscount Sasvos, Westminster, to the Secretary of Stale for
India.—Dated 20tk July 1880, -

T beg to transwit to you a memorial from the Chamber
of Commetce of Liverpool on the subject of the Tastern
Mail Service, aud to beg your careful consideration of
the subject. T shall be obliged to.you to b so good as
to forvard to me a reply which I may send to the
Chamber,

—_—
Zo the Sceretary of State for India—Daied 22nd July 1880,
“Ihe memorial of the Incorpo-
rated Chamber of Com-
merec, Liverpool.- |

SmpwWir,—That several representations have been
made to your memorialists, pointing out thxi the appre-
Densions entertained with regard to the satisfactory work-
ing of the Eastern Mail Service under the new Time Table
.lmve had abundant proof in the serious inconveniences to

Y
!

[

i

163

avhich the existing-arrangement has given rise during the
past six months at home and in the Bast.

2. That id especial the Chamber of Commerce at
Boimbay have called the atlention of your memorialists to
the serious inconveniences experienced by merchants and
traders " there through the Baturday evening departure
thence, the statements regarding which have already been
communicated to Her Majesty’s Government.

3. That, under the new Time Table,-the Kastern mails
become due in London at 2 A, on Thusday, where it is
decmed that sufficient time is not afforded for lesters to be
replied to by the next outgoing mail, which closes on
Friday,

4. That as regards the large citics and towns in the
provinees, as well asin the. provinces generally, the new
Time Table is found to operate most unsatisfactorily, and
to give rise’to even still greater inconvenience, as in those
districts the Eastern mail avrives either after or just before
the close of the outward mail.

5.. That no port or place being more deeply interested
in the proper adjustment of mail services to the needs of
the commencial community than the Port of Liverpool,
and in especial with regard to the Eastern Mail Service,
your-: riali rdingly icated with the mer-
chants of this port trading with the East on the subjact
of the representations referred to, and the fecling is wia-
nimous here that the Time Tablé now in force gives 1ise
to most serious inconveniences. .

6. Your\n" ialists therefore pray that there will be,
on the part of Her ilajesty’s Government, a return to the
system whereby the “arrivals of the mails in London from
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the East took place earlier in the week, or that such othey
measures will be adopted as will remove the existing
giievances of which complaint is made, as well ag amply
facilitate postal communications with aud from the Last,

Treom the Secretary of Stete for India, to the Gorernment of India,
o, 271 (Financial), datcd 191k August 1880,

In continuation of my despatch of this day’s date, No.
270, ou the subjeat of the date of the mails leaving Bom.
bay, Tforward a copy of a further memorial* from the
Chamber of Commerce at Dundee ; and I have to iform
Your Excellency that on the 3th instant I received at
this oftice a very important deputation of gentlemen  re-
presenting the varions Chambers of Commerce, Bauks,
and Mercantile Bodies interested in the question,

2. A strong feeling was expressed by them in favor of
a westoration of the system under which letters used
to be delivered in London on Monday, which would imply

- & departure from Bombay on Wednesday in the fair sea-,

son and on Monday duing the monsoon,

3. Tt was suggested that if it was necessary to have a
fixed day for the departure from Bombay throughout tho
year Tuesday would be the most, suitable; but this is
open to the objection that the mails would arrive in Loun-
don on Sunday during the largor portion of the year, A
depatture from Bombay on Wednesday would seem to
meet tho views of all those in the United Kivgdom who are
interested in the subject, except that dwring the rionsoon
Tetters would not be delivered in Scotland ix. time for a re-
Ply the same weel, . :

T T hmmeeeY—m———

Ldentical with that from Hudders field, sce p.2,

. of the 18th &t
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4. 1 am much iimpressed with the “importance of
meeting the’ views of the mercantile commurity in this
matter, which appear to me te be reasonable, and I can-
not avoid the conclusion that the plan of having one fixed

day of the week for the depirture from India all the year

round must be given up. If this concession be made by
Tndia, the precise days to be fixed for the departure of the
mails from Bombay may be left to be mainly determined
by the fence of the il ity in India,
subject to the condition that the mail. shall arrive in Lon-.
don not later than Tuesday. So far as T am able to
judge, a despateh from Bombay on Thursday n the fair
season and Monday in the monsoon will best secure this
vesult, as this will admit of the mails leaving Caloutta on
Mondny and Friday, and Madras on Tueslay and Satur-
day, 1espectively, arriving in London in the fair season on
Tuesday and in the monsoon on Monday,

5 It is understood that the Pevinsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company require four months' notice
of any change, so that there is an urgent nced of set-
tling the dates in order that the Time Tables for 1881 way
be prepared forthwith,

6. I shall be glad to learn-Your Excellency’s reply by
telegraph as early as possible.

From Chamber-to Government of Indic.
Calcutta, 8th October 1880.
The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 2580
mo, relative to the departiwe of mail
steamers from Bombay and corresponding despatch of
mails from Caloutta. .
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The Cmnmiue? had hoped to submit for the consider-
ation of ITis Excellency the Governor General in Council
the views of the Chamber on this subject hefore businoss
was interrupted by the Daorga Poojah Vacation, but they
much regret they have heen nable to ascertain,  thus far,
the opinions of all the members, as the cireulation of the
corr d has juvolved iderable time and delay.

The Committee hope however to bo in a position very
shortly  after the holidays to communicate: the final
views of the Chamber,

Caleutta, 237d October 1880.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce . desire
- me, in- contiunation of my acknowledgment of the Sth
instant, to submit the following reply to your letter

No. 2880 of the 18th ultimo, regarding the departure

of the English mails from Bombay, ..

The proposition which the Committee of the Chambef
bave to consider comes before them wnder no favourable
auspices, sivce His Excellency the Governor-General in
Council is apprehensive of inability to secure the adop-
tionof arrangements which may seem to Ilis Excollency
- the best in the general Indian interest, and Her Majesty’s
Secretary of State evidently subordinates the conveni-
ence of the commercial community of this city to that of
the several bodies who have been in communication with
Iis Lordship on the subject, )

On the question of a fixed day for the departure from
Bombay throughout the year, the Commitice direct me
to point out that that arangement was iucidentally sug-
gested by them to the -Director-General of the Post Office,
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when replying to his reference regarding the most con-
venient glteinate days in the noth-east and_south-west
mosoons wndet the Peninsular aud Oricntal Steam Navi-
gation Compauy’s new coutract, and it appears to have
been promptly accepted by him and the Government of

-India-as an improvement on the other system ; it received

the sanction of Her Majesty's Postmaster-General, and
superseded the system of alternate days.

Buba of the former ar has been
of late strongly wiged Ly the Home memorialists, with
the view to the mails from India being delivered in
London early in the week ; and, inﬂue.nced by their re-
presentations, the Secretary of State has come to the
conclusion that the plan of baving one fixed day of the
week for the doparture fiom Tndia all the yenr vound
must be given up; and the Marquis of Hartington
adds that, if that concession be made by India; the precise
days to be fixed for the departure from Bombay may be
inainly determined by the convenience O.f the mercantile -
community of this country. The Commitiee respectfully
submit that this is a mere semblance of deference to the
commercial public of Caleutta, inasmuch as His Lordship
shows that a Tuesday arrival in London -invelves a Mou-
day closing here, for a considerable portion of Ll.le year,—
an arrangement which would be utterly unsuited to the
business requirements of this port,

The Government of India, however, propose Tuesdays
for he fair ‘season and Saturdays during thé monsoon ;
Dbut while~ e former day would be less inconvenient,
the latter is Wanimously objected to not only as far as

"Caleutta is concerned, but as involving the closing of

of mails at Madras on' Sundays, which the Committee
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apprehend would be regarded as an fntolerablo hardship
by the merchants thete, an arrangement, far out-weighing
the objectious to the mails reach
as recorded in the third paragr.
State’s despatch.

ing Londorf on those days
aph of the Secretary -of

The Committee do not underrate the difficulty of re.
conciling - conflicting interests and of conforming the
postal arravgements of Presidency towns in Tudia to the
convenfence of the chief centres of business in Great*
Britain, and their desive is to suggest such a plan as mag
be the least disadvantageous to all concerned : but they
are coustrained-to the conclusion that the itude of the
trade of Calcutta and the consequent amount of mail
work'involved have not been adequately considered in
the proposed amangements: it is their duty to press
this material point on the attention of His -Bxcellency
in Council and of the Secretany of State : and on that
ground alone the Committee submit thag they who con-

- duch the commerco of this
bhave a proferential voice in
ests far more extensiy
other Presidency towns,

port should be permitted to
amatter which affeets inter-
@ and important thun those of the

Setting aside, however, the relative claims of Bombay
and Madias, and having regard solely to the convenience
of merchants in London and the provincial towns of
Great Britain, the Committee are of opinion that, accord-
ing to the table of dates for closing the mails prepared
Ly the Director-General of the Post Office, the arrange-
ments for a fised day throughout the year and (1o deli-
very of mails in' London, Manchester, and Luer importaut
centres of business, on days which would suis their con-
venience, are not impractical)le,

-3
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The Table shows that a fixed departure from Bombay
on Mondays will admit of the mails reaching Lonéun
on Saturdays in the fair season, and on Mondays during
the monsoon months, ~

No more convenient arrangement could be devised for,

-+ or desired by, the merchants of that city ; and a less

scrupulous objection to the transmission of mails on
Sundays, if they chanced to arrive on those days, would

admit of the delivery of letters in provincial places of
business almost simultaneously with delivery in London.

But a Monday mail day all the year round would 4iu
all probability be found inconvenient to-the mewarmlo‘
community of Bombay ; and, if this be so, the Commll.tee
think their own former objection to a Tuesday closing
in Caleutta might be waived, in order to give that Pre-
s{dency the advantage of a Friday evening departure.
If that would not admit of the mails arriving in London
in time to suit the convenience of ‘the English Public,
the object might be obtained bvanid‘:\y morning de-
parture, which, according to the Director-General of the
Post Office, would possibly result in a saving of nearly
16 hours.

If, however, the Committee fail in their endeavour to
obtain the concurrence and support of the Governr{r-
General in Council and of the Secretary of Stu.ta in
respect of a fixed weekly despatch from India, and if the
system of alternate days is to be restored, they have t'o
consider those suggested in the despateh of the. Marquis
of Hatbington and in your letter under reply,—the former
proposing Moidays and Fridays, aud the latter Tuesdays

and Saturdays, for”the' fair and monsoon seasons res-
pectively.

22
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For the reasons alrendy recorded, the Committee regret,
they are precluded from accepting cither proposition in
its entirety ; they bave stated their objectibns to closing
on Mondays aud Sutardays, and they believe suffcion
grounds have been shown why those days would not be
suitable ; they have therefors, to deal only with Triday

“for the monsoon, and Tusday for the fair season,

The Committee elect the former without hesitation as
it is of all the'days in the week the most convenient for
Calentta, and they bave already stated that to meet the
geveral interests they waive their objection to Tuesday.

Tn conclusion, the Committee desire me to express their
deep conviction that the convenience of those who des-
Pateh  mail should be held paramount to that of the
recipients of it. The conditions of life in India are so
onerous that any interference with the opportunities for
relaxation which at present exist cannot be- too strongly
deprecated ; and the Committee trust that the concession
which they make in agrecing to o Tuesday closing will

be appreciated and accepted as a settlement of the
question.

From Bombay: Chamber— Bombay , 11th June 1880.

The departure of the overland mail steamers from
Bombay on Satwidays is, as your Chamber is aware,
productive of very great inconvenience to the mercantile
community of Bombay, and constant complaints have
been received from all the Novthern Towns in the United
Kingdom of the inconvenicuco which they also suffer
under the present arrangements, their Irters from India

armiving just before the departure of tlie out, going mails
to India,

o
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Since the new mail contract came into force at the
commencement of this year, the mail steamers have left
Bombay at 7. par In. Febroary last, however, the
Goverument of India,-desirous to make some concession
to the wishes of the inhabitants of this city, proposed that-
the Post Office should close at noon and the mail steamers
should leave at 2-30 P on Satmdays, but this anange-
ment was not approved of, as it would have been most
inconvenient to the export trade of this ports A print-
ed copy of the proceedings of the Chamber held on the
2ud March last to discuss this proposal is sent by. Book
Post for the information of your Ghamber,

We are now asked by the Director-General of the Post
Office of India to express an opinion as to how far a do-

parture of the mail steamer from Bombay at 10-30 Aar.

on Satwdays would meet the convenience of the mercan-
tile community of Bombay. It is obvious that similar
objections to those raised by the export trade to the elos-
ing of the Post Office at noon would apply to this new
proposal ; mor is there any other ariaugewent than a
Friday evening departwe which would suit the con-
venieuce of, the various trading interests concerned.

A Triday evening departure from Bombay would re-
quire the closing of the mails in Calcutta on Tuesday
evening, but we understand that your Chamber objects to
this on the ground that a Tuesday closing is considered
too emrly in the week. It scems to this Chamber thas
the mercantile commuuity of Caleutta are most unreason- -
able™. gheir objection merely rests on a predilection for
Wednesday“instead of Tuesday, and I am desired to ask
you, if you will Kiadly state whether there are any strong
or insurmountable. reasons why the mail should uot leave
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Caleutta on Tuesdays, which would sult every iaterest {n -
India, and would be more convenient for Indian trading
interests at home, .

Trom Chamber to Bombay Chamber.
. Caloutta, 19th June 1880,

1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated
fhe 11th instant, on the subject of the departure of the
overland mail steamers,

The Committee of this Chamber desire me to say that
they bave, for some time, been aware that the mercantile
community of Bombay™ had found a Saturday noon clos=
ing of the mail to be inconvenient, and (hat it -had also
proved so to merchants in the northern towns of England,
and with o desire to meet the views of.all, it has been
proposed by the Director-General of the Post Office that
the train servico from Calcutta be accelerated so as to
admit of an earlier arrival by 2 to 3 hours, and a conse-
quent early Saturday morning departure of the steamer
from Bombay, which would admit of a Friday evening
closing-there, and, it is calculated, an eatlier delivery of
the mails in London by some 15 hours. )

This arrangement will no doubt entail considerable
i to the Caleutta ity by causing cither
ali inconveniently early closing wnd despatch of the mails
on Wednesday evening, or the payment of extra fees to
admit of & special train being despatched at a later hour
to overtake the ordinary train which might b started
eatlier; but, as in the case where the renibers of this
Cliamber fn defercuce to Bombay did not press for a
Friday night departure from Calcutta (which was then
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considered-the most suitable of all), so are they .now
avxious, as far as possible, to meet the views of your
Chamber. .

My Committee much regret that the commercial com=
munity of Caleutta should be considered unreasonable
in objecting to a closing of the mails on Tuesday, and
they can only say that the question has been put before
the members of the Chamber who have emphatically ex-,
pressed the opiniou that, owing to the nature and extent
of their produce business and the manner in which it is
conducted, Tuesday - would be a most inconvenient day,
as they have already found from experience, and for the
same reasons that the Bombay merchants object to the
closing of the mails on Monday.

Tt seems to this Chamber that the Bombay community
have no sufficient grouuds for their objection to an early
Saturday morning sailing of the steamer, which would
practically give them a Triday mail-day, for the Post
Office could be closed that evening at auy hour found
most convenient. . .

While, therefore, Bombay secures for itself a mail-day .

most suitable for its own purposes and arrangements,
Caleutta presses for the advantage of an additional day
for its' generally heavier business requirements, as well
as to avoid the detention of its overland correspondence
for 7 or 8 hours from the time of anival in the morning
till the steamer staris in the evening: and these are
circumstances which, it is submitted, should have weight
and ¢oasideration with your Chamber and the com.
munity of);bn:‘.gityA

In proposing the now ad d, Caleutta

interests are not the only ones consulted, for it is found
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that it would be an advantage to the principal towns of
Northern India, and this, the Committee think, should
not *be lost sight of by the Bombay community when
considering what day would be best suitable to themselyes,

EXTENSION OF THE TEA TRADE TO THE
AUSTRALIAN COLORIES.

In the Committee’s last report were noticed

" the measures taken for the formation of a Syndi-

cate with the view to the introduction into tle
markets of the Australian colonies of teas pro-
duced in this country ; and it is very gratifying to
record the extremely, satisfactory results of the.
endeavours so far made to gain that important
ohject. The opportunity afforded by the Inter-
national Exhibition in Melbourne was Jjudiciously
availed of to submit for public inspection and
sale the various qualities of tea selected as the

- most suitable to the colonial market ; and upon

the highly successful issue of their operations
the Caleutta Syndicate have valid reasons for
congratulation and encouragement to proceed in
their well directed enterprise. '
In councetion with this subject and the deve-
lopment of trade generally between this country
and the colonies, the Committer reproduce a

very interesting’ account of g moeting of repre-
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sentatives of India, Ceylon, and the Colonies,
lately held in Melbourne, which they believe will
be regarded ds a most promising inauguration of
an intercourse which may lead to results of great
commercial importance,

A MEETING of gentlemen representing India, the Straits
Settlements, Ceylon, the various Australasian colonies,
and the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce, was held yes-
terday afternoon at the office of Sir Herbert Sandford, |
Executive Commissioner of Great Britain, for the purpose
of conferring as to the best means which should be adopt-
ed for developing a more extensive trade with Tndia and
the other Kastern British possessions, The meeting was
convened by Mr. E. A, Buck, Commissioner for India, and
Sir Herbert Sandford was in the chair,

In opening the gs, the chairman expressed his
pleasure in presiding, and referred to the of the In-
dian Government having deputed a special ‘representative
to the Exhibition. This was the first of thé kind at which
a gentleman had been directly charged with the supervi-
sion of the interests of that nation, and it indicated a
desire to establish a most commendable and advantageous
commercial connection between its territory and Austra-
lasia. . He introduced Mr. Buck, who desired to address
the meeting on the subject. ’

Mr. Buck then read the following paper :—

“The main issue underlying the proposition placed be-
fore this inceting appears to be, how far the governing
or .administrative authorities in each of the countries
concerned can usefully take action for the promotion of
Indo-Australian commerce without over-stepping the limit
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at which their action becomes undue intetference, and T
shall be glad if my apologies for dilating at some litle
length upou this issue be accepted, because.it is an argu-
ment used in limine by a larges section, that governing
or administrative authorities should not meddle with
commercial matters at all- My own opinion is that
action should be taken with great caution, withdrawn
with the utmost expedition when no longer required,
and guided at every step by the advice of « experts,”
under which term, here and elsewhere, I denote thoge
who have 1 experience, ack ledged judg-
ment, and practical acquaintance with the special branches
of “business concerned, and whose advice, in. the person
of " the representatives of the Melbourne Chamber of
Commerce, we are at this meeting fortunately able to
ask. Within these limits I thivk the duties of adminis.

*tralive authorities may fairly be extended to the following

action :—

1. To ascertain what branches of commerce there
are whieh, if -developed, will benefit the country which
they administer,

2. To altract the attention of experts to them.

8." To clear away national obstacles to their develop-
ment,

4. To assist, with subsidies or otherwise, pioneering
enterprise,

In supl?nrt of the position which T have assumed, may
1 be permitted to quote the following remarks from Mr.
W w. ) Hunter’s Life of Lord Mayo, one of ‘Le first of
our Indian administrators, who attached serious impor-
tance to the possibilities of Indo-Australian commerce,
and who, perhaps, initiated that interest in the subject

PN
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which has now found expression in the prominent part
taken by the Government of India in this Exhibition :—
“In developing the tiade and exploring the products
and capabilities of the country, he (Lord Mayo) held
that the duty of the Goveynment ceased when it had
by practical. experiments pointed out the way and ye-
moved the obstacles from it. For the fruits of his efforts,
whether in agrienlture or commerce, he looked to private
enterpiise. Bt he: held that it was a proper function
of Government, sitnated as the Indian Government is,
to supply the initial knowledge without which private
enterprise in India does not come into play.” I will first
note as briefly as T can the actnal steps which the Aus-
tralian and Tndian administrations have already taken
to promote commercial relations between the. two
countries, in order to explain the position in which we
now stand. The first honors belong to New South Wales
and Victoria, the Governments of which colonies have,
by their important and, as regards other countries,

generous action in international exhibiti

afforded that opportunity of making inquiry and fnvestiga-
tion which T have put forward as the first legitimate duty
of a Government. Tndia has scconded their action by
responding to the invitation which it received to be repre-
sented at their Exhibitions, Attention may here be drawn
for a moment to one great difference between what may,
for brevity’s suke, be termed “white” and #black” countries,
In th former, the people are to a very great extent,
each in Bi¥'own line, their own administrators, and gene-
wally requite véry little from Government further than
the provision of opportunities for investigation. Not so
with India and the colonies of the tropics, in which the
. 23
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task of collecting facts and initiating enterprise is thrown
more completely upou Goverament itself, sufficient proof of
Wwhich may Le found in the fact that, while the Tndisn Gours
of the Exhibition contains several thousand exhibits, i
has ouly been attended by two exhibitors from Tndia, of
whom one has already retarned, and the other would not
have come at all but for the ctive support and ussistance
6f this Exhibition Committee in Tudia Government, in
accepting the invitation of Australia, had to take the
whole of the work upon itsclf, and I believe that, the com.
missionersdfiom Ceylon and the Straits will admit that the

same conditions exist in these colonies, o retan to the’

exhibitions ; if I have to express regror that a better
display from India was not afforded at Sydney, T am ablo
to qualily the apology by asserting that, but for the New
South Wales Exhibition, the intevest taken by the Indian
Government in this . Exhibition would not have been what
itis. On that occasion I have the authority of Major
Clementi for stating, that only Madsas and the depactmont,
which T represent, of Agriculture and Commerce in the
Notth-Western Provinces supplied exhibits of any im-
portance, and. the exhibits from  the ltter were ouly due
to the personal belief which T had gained in a private
visit to the Melbourne Exhibition of 1875, that asufficient
fiold was open for Indo- A ustralian commerce—a field which
T can still in 1880 assert 0 be 10 a
fallow.  Fortunately M
ing letters from Sydney
invitation from Melboury

great extent yet lying
ajer Clementi’s able and encourag-
arrived b time when the ea: nest
e, aud the strong lead given by the
ly induced

the Central Goverument at Culeutta to press upon the

Goverament of very province in India the impottauce of
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taking more general action upon the occasion of this
Exhibition ; ang the completeness of ‘the collections now
in the Indian Cowt is .due entirely to the interest and
energetic steps taken, in response to the call thus made,
by the official representatives of Government in each pro-
vince, upon  whom, and not upon the Central Committee,
fell the real burden of doing, each in his own person, the
work of several hundred exhibitors. In addition to these
steps Government co-operated with the merchants of
Caleutta in arranging for the representation of tea interests
by a special commissioner.  Similar action has been taken
in other colonies of Australia, and the presence at Mel-
bourne of the able 1epresentatives sent by the Government
of ench Australasiau colony, and the wonderful excellence
of their collections, testify to the great official interest
which, in these colonies, is permitted to be taken in com-
mercial development, and for an extension of which inter-
est, in the direction of India, I have this day the honor to
ask those gentlemen ; for Tam quite sure that if we leave
things as they are without establishing any active agency
to continue inquiry, and to keep alive special interest in
Indo-Australian irade after the close of the Exbibition, the
present apathy on the subject will be renewed, The Cen-
tral Government gave at the same time a practical token
of their own interest in the undertaking by the appoint-
ment, as their special representative at Melbourne, of Mr.
O’Conor, who in his position of assistant-secretary. i the
Central Department of Commerce and Goverument, statist,
was selectéd as the official most qualified to give and
receive information.

My owa ofticial dutics were originally intended to end
with the completion of consiguments from Iudin, my pre.
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sence in Melbourne being mainly due toan accidental inten-
tion which Thiad formerly of isiting the colongies on furlough,

Sueh is an outline of the official action which has
led to the present position, and we have now to ask
what, if any further, official steps canbe taken by us all
in order to afford practical effect to the labor and expendi-
ture alieady incurred.  The statements T have brought

forward indicate that official action nwust be continued on
bebalf of the natives of Tudia, but isit so.with reference
o the mereantile community of Austalia? 1 ihiuk it i
for the simple reason that the mercantile comumnity of
Australia ae not yet interested in the transfer of their
commencial tatisactions from lines and grooves -already
established. My own inquiries lead me o nssert. posi

tively that o very grent deal of ignorance prevails iy

Austialiu of the wanis and capabilitios of India. Iam_
told so by leading commercial men in Melbourne 5 T am
told so by those gentlemen  fom India who have had
better epportunities than 1 have of testi

the. condi-

tion of the Melbourme and Sydney markets—1I refer to
Ae. Sibthorpe ard Mr Inglis, my follow commissioners,
Iam told so by (ke statistios of the Indian and Austia-
Tian Blue-books, which amply testify (o the meagreness
of commercial relations between the two countrics. But,
it may he argued, these facts aui these statisties merely
indicate that more convenient lines of trade are’ estab-
lished by Austialia elsewhere, 1 veuturs to dogbt the
truth of siach a deduction. I believe " that Australia, in
its earliest youth, falling back, as it natura ly would,
upon the mother-country for ail matoria} requirements
which Gieat' Britain could satisfy, and subsequently
indeutivg upou Chiua for g supply of tea, has formed

i
i
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commercial grooves in those directions, inside which the
cowse of great sections of its trade has hitherto run, and
beyond which it has .been almost too great a risk for
any individual member of the community to travel,
notwithstanding the possible advantages (inquiry iuto
which he dare not stop to make) that may ultimately
accrue from a divergence, Undex this view, it secms
to become the eminent duty of the administiative
section of botl systems of colouies to inquire whether
political interests may not be concerned in a closer
counection of commereial relations, and, if so, to encou-
rage and facilitatethe action of commercial men in ‘its
formatio. o India the importance of obtaiuing one
of the largest customers iu the world (which Australia
may at uo distant period become) for her tea, spices,
avd other tropical or semi-tropical produce, would be
enhunced by the provision of a system of communica-
tion which would throw iufo it a supply of food or
munitions in times of emergency. But the main advau-
tages would be the aid rendered to financial administra-
tion in various forms, which I nced not now discuss,
To Australin would s gained a- puichasing country
thioughont which an enoimous machinery exists inter-
ested in the promotion of & retwrn trade from  Australia,
which (as poiuted out in article in the dge newspaper of
this day) can in time expect to sapply to Tndia everything
that Euwrope now “supplies. In other countries from
which  Australia now draws tropieal supplies” there is
either a Government (as in China} hostils to European
commerce, or (as in Java) with a strong prejudice ‘in
favour of its own mother-country. It isalso to be re-
membered that in the not impossible event of a maritime
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war in - the Eastern seas-—Firstly, the whole support of
the Todian Goverament would be exerted in protection
of Indo-Australian trading lines ; Secondly, Indian ports
would always be open to Australia, while those of China
and other foreigu countries might, in  some eventualities,
be'closed.  Since, therefore, it is very easy to prove that
whatever China can produce, so can Noith India, and
whatever Java and other foreign settlements in the
tropies can supply, so can South Tudia, Ceylon, and the
Straits ; it appears to” be the plain abisolute duty of
Governments to incite whatever divergence is possible
in the direction of India, and it may be feared that every

" day’s delay in so doing will find in the commerdial com.

munity ot and more hesitation i1 bieaking up the
lines into which the first accidents of communication
have laid them. Java bas,as we all knew, made sue-
cessful exertions to cstablish a cheap line of communica-
tion between hotself and Australia, and is quietly assuming
a laxge share of the tropical husiness done for Australia—
a share which will rapidly inerease with the dovelop-
meut of North Australia, prominent examples in support
of whicl statements are:—1, That in 1878 she sent ten
times as muol tea to Melbourne as Tndin and Coylon put
together. " 2. That she sent spices of more value (han
from any quarter, except Loqden, 3. That in sugar
her exports to Melbourne were far ahead of any country,
except the Mauwritivs (Ceylon and India wot even com-
peting).

So, again, we find that China sent 6,000,000ibs. of tea
direct; and 1500000 more vid Sydney, agaivst, 6,000
from India aud Ceylon vespectively, and that fn the wake
of the tea have naturally followed other commodities,

—

183

\
such as silk goods, mats, &, with opium, and the China-
men who eat.it. (I may note, in parenthesis, that if
the colonies of Noruh Anste
fiom China, British subjects from India, she could send
any amount of thal excellent coolic labor which has
made the fortunes of Demel

o would prefer Lo foreigners

ta and Mauritius planters),
On the other hand, what did China avd Java take

while' the former sent to Victoria more than half a million

sterding worth of goods? She only took to the vuluc of

. £852, and althongh she was a better customer to New

South Wales, yet e only promises of importance were
in coal and dried fish, a greatly extended trade in which
articles is uulikely ; Datch possessions sending more than
a quarter of a million, took less than £20,000 worth.
Now, what I wish to insist wpon is, that no eflorts on the
part of Australia are likely to increase the demand for
colonial goods in Chiua and Java, whereas they can
obtain every assistance in India for the exportation of
Australian produce. In this respect, indeed, Tudia may
be to Australic a better customer than even England,
who ean get a great deal that she wants in agrienltural
and pastoral produce more cheaply from America, 1
now adduce onc of two examples  which indicate thé
necessity of an iuquiring agency aud administrative
action :—1.  The juto trade with Calcutta is one of those
branches of commerce which seems to the well estab-
lished ; aud yet,on showing samples of Indian manufac-
ture’in Melbourne, I find, on the authority of one of the
largest wholesale importing houses, that certain sections
of jute gnods are not sent from India at all, -and that the
Indian samples only require certain simple wodifications
in width aud texture to make them oas well suited to the




184

Australian market as the Lnglish imports. Now, it is
clear that it only iequites a Jite persistent inquiry to
ascertain such facts as these, that it ought only to re-
quire communication of them to Tudian exportes to
induce the export of thexequired article from Caleutta
or Bombay. 2. North India is one of the greatest
producers of linseed in the world, and is actually looking
for consumers who will buy the oil and leave her tho
cake, which latter is so greatly needed by her halfsstarsed
cattle. What happens now is that Bugland buys the

il secd, keeps the cake,- and sends a. considerable quan-

tity of expressed oil to Anstralia. A little persistent
action on the part of administiative authorities, extend-
ing, if necessary, to the subsidy of a pioneering enterprise
in the establishment of il mills, ought to succeed in
sending oil to Australia as cheaply as England. 3. The
Bombay weavitig and spinning mills are manufactuing
large quantities of goods which in many eases are ouly
unsaleable in Australia, because they have not attempted
to suit their patterns to Australian requirements. In
those few cases where the patterns are right, T have found
on the authority of wholesale houses that prices are well
within the mark, A little persistent correspoudence cou-
ducted through o recognised agency ought, therefore, to
lead to the supply from Bombay of the patterns required
and to an extended trade in them,

Such -are examples which could eusily be multiplied
(of which M. 0'Conor has a further list) of new opeirings
which may be made for iwports from India  There is
mote immediate difficulty in incteasing exports to Austra-
lia, but a very Jarge inerease can, if the wants of India are
watched, be gradually ecfected, aud made to follow the
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rapidly vising civilisation and removal of prejudices to
foreign articles of consumption which now exist. At
present no attémpt is made in Australia to study these
possible openings.  Littis
great need that the Turopean population and army in
India has of good meat and good dairy produce through -
out the greater part of the year (when it is too hot for
suitable food to be grown for caitle), or of tho great ex-
tent to which the native population consume fruit ; s
much 5o that immense quantities are yearly brought
down from the

appreciation exists here of the

regions of Afghanistan on
camel-back at quite as greab (if not greater) a cost as
would carry better fruits across the seas from Melbourne,
Sydney, Adelaide, Port Darwin or Hobart. There ave
more than 200,000,000 of fruit-eaters in Indin. The
bop-growers of Viotoria and Tasmauia were unaware of
the establishment of large breweries “along the Hima-
layan vanges for the supply of beer to British troops
and residents in India, and that Biitain aud Gersany.f
are now competing for the supply jof.. hops, whighy there
seems reasou to, beligyecan. be sgut OF; better gpality
hox[x‘\ the colonies,, |

‘Lhesciiexamples are,iforithe: present,. suffigioyt, tq; s
cateithat some.agency . is - uudoubtedly. irequired, to, lx;\l\“’
together the two strands which, when tied, will form the,;
bopd between Tndiu and Austialia, and, that there i

A, oan)

nctnnl neceasxty L]m[ those  practical enqume? ’<lm

S e i,

a limjte ), o continucd, "wifich wo!

- il
amo\\uLafmfuxllmuou as to Lhe clnxuchulot' ustral .
%, Askatian
products ha been  collected and pablished, in b
qots, ;

: Sl oy D
cases m K ve:y mtenes mg form, 1 J '

the rsplesenhlllve‘s
et e g tinifin s
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here of Australian colonies, wud it is due to them, as
well as the promoters of this Kxhibition, that their labor
shonld not be in vain, Indin is, as regards Australasia,
cosmopolitan, and wishes to by
all the colonies of which Aus
as one empire) IS composed

recipracal dealings with

asia (vegarded by her
3 but.as it happens that the
wants and capabilities of ech Australian colony are wot
identical, it does not appear to me that practical juves-
tigation can  be confined to Melbourne alone, but that
whatever official action may be taken, shonld be extend-
ed to the development of Indo-Australian commerco
throughout the whoele group of colonies.

Three courses have been snggested :—The appoiutment
of one agent of commercial experience who shall make
enquiries on béhalf of all British colonies, both north
and south of the equator, and who shall keep himself
in constant communication with ©experts” in cvery
branch of commerce,

2. The appointment of one agent for each colony.

3. The establishment of an Indo-Australian trading
company, with -branches at the capital of each colony,
thiough which Goverument might, if necessary, subsidise
pioneering euterprise.  This was recommended by Mr,
Ingfis. ) ’

Whatever form of action may recommend itself, it
must be accompanied by the proviso, that administrative
action must be withdiawn as soou as extended commt-
cial relations have been fairly well established, or have
been proved tobe irpossible,

Tt is quite fair to quote the history of the Caleutta Ten
Syndicate as an immediate example of the practical re-

3
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sulis of practical action taken by administrative autho-
rities under the guidance. of experts. In this case the
Government, of Iudia, baving appealed to the Chamber
of Commerce in Calepitta, whether some practical action
could not be taken, discussion ensued among the commer-
cial men of Caleutta, which led to tbe formation of a re-
7 ative syndicate, who 1 a special commis-
sioner for this Exhibition, and obtained the active support
of the Indian Government ( by subsidies and general co-
operation) iu this attempt to launch an Indo-Australian
tea trade,” I believe that Mr. Sibthorpe can tell you that
it is. already launched and preparing for full sail. Now
T wish speciaily to note that in this instance the mercan-
tile men of Caleatta co-operated with Government in
assuming administrative functions, from which (in accor-
dance with the rule upon which I have so much insisted)
they intend to withdraw as soon as the trade is thoroughly
established. . .

Does not the success which has in this casc attended
the adwministrative action of mercautile men in Caleutta
and the Government of India, in taking advantage of the
grand opportunity afforded by the Melbourne Govern-
ment of a huge advertisement in this Exhibition, offer a
strong lead in favor of similar action being taken by
“experts” in coujunction with Government for the fur-
therance of other branches of Tudo-Australian commerce, ’
Dbusiness in which will now more easily follow in the wake
of an important tea trade than could perhaps have been
fadependently floated ?

A few words in conclusion on the subject of commu-
picatious, I have heard many complaints that high rates
of freight tend to prevent extended commmercial relations,
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aud I believe that the complaints are not unfounded ;
but T am asswed, on the other hand, by those who are
intimately conneeted with the shipping trade, that accom-
modation at reasonable prices cdn always be obtained if
.‘ theie be « sufficient quantity of goods to be camied. T
_,believe, however, that the question of encomaging extend-
“gd communication between Sydney, the Straits, Ceylon,
_,dud Caleutta vid the Torres Straits (advocated so strong-
3, by Mr. Inglis) should 1eceive very setious considera-
sufion; for if it be true that ships are found for freights, so it
also to some extent true that freights are found for
_ships: and if North Australia can work up a coal and
ai$9Bper trade with South Tndia, sho can casily obtain
;89945 enough to bring lack. Copper so largely used by
(he ative population of India is now sent partly as bal.
ISk f woolships from Australia vid Great Biitain fo
“Iidia Would it not be possible for Queensland to send
it diveet, if the trade with Ausiralia were more generous-
"9 i taged by (e extending of steam communication
R Galeutta to Syduey 7- These questions, Lowever, 1
“MoBE el 10 piace before <he preseut wieeting for full
B but refer to (hem only as an indication of the
B bF mational inquiry on these subjects. The re-
S Fhich T now desire (o Propose are —
Sl oy e .
ot That this meeting should express its bLelief {hat
Ul;ggmg,”‘qﬂp}ﬂﬂl ageney is required during a limited petiod
wodor ‘(‘);‘f’df!'.’;‘“"(ewl promotion of commercial relations befween
India and ‘Australia.

_“”“:;"2'. 1,,’1‘!‘;3f‘1\"‘. subsequent meeting should be held, at,
atives of the colonies
. are willing to give it, of the Vie.
t of Commerce, should bo brought forward,”

b, Fiews of the represen,

ipth
concerned, and, if they
J i they

et

torian Chambe;
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Myr. O’'Conor (India), mentioned the following as some
of the witicles in which an cnormous trade could be carried
on with the colonies :—Carpeting, drugget, coffee, cordage,
grain, coir, cotton-piece-goods, hosiery, raw cotton, drugs,
Peruvian bark, fibrous material, pepper and all spices,
gums, vesin, mats, oils, tobaccd, and cigars ; pickles, pre-
serves, jams, jellies, and various others, He was not so
sanguine with respect to the trade with Australia, Lut he

avticipated that a large quantity of' goods, such as blank-

ets, woollens, flour, jams and preserves, copper, lead,
tin, agricullural machives, candies, soap, and colonial
wines, and timber fo slespers, would be purchased Dby the
Indian people.

Mr. Fergusson, - (Ceylon) supported the propositions
coutained in the paper which had been read, and said he
altached much importance to the Ireezing process by which
meat and other provisious could be conveyed from Aus.
tralia to Ceylon, forthe cousumption not only of the white
iuhabitants, but also of ‘the black population who were
rapidly becoming Christians, and were abondoning their
prejudices against weat. In that alone a large tiade
could be done. TFor Australian horses there was always
a good demand.

Bajo Clementi (Straits Settlement,) thought that the
export of Australian meat to India was rather chimerical,
as the expense attending it would be too great to allow
of it being conducted with any profit. He cousidered
that-a gencral agency should be established for the in-
troduction of Indian commodities_into Austialia, and if
that were done good results might he anticipated.

Mr., George Collins Levey (Victoria,) advocated the
estublishment of a commercial treaty with Indin under
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“the Act passed by the Imperial Parlizment which allowed
the colonies to impose differential duties upon the products
of another, .

Mr. R. J. Jeffray (Chairman ‘of the Chamber of Com-
merce) supported the suggestions of Mr. Buck, and pro-
miised the hearty co-operation of that institution.

Dr. Aguew (of Tasmania,) wentioned that an exhibit

of hams and bacon from that colony had been purchased
for Ceylov, at 9. for the ham, and 8. for bacon, deli-
vered at the wharf at Launceston, and he had been in-
formed that if the price was not increased, a monthly
order would be forthcoming.  Ho mentioned that *fact to
indicate the wade that might be.developed between Aus-
tralasia and ihe East.

The resolutions were carried, and votes of thanks to
Mr. Buck and Sir Herbert Sandford concluded the pro-
ceedings. -

EXTENSION OF THE PARCEL POST SYSTEM
TO AUSTRALIA ARD NEVY ZEALAND.

The introduction into the Colonies of Australia
and New Zealand of the pareel-post system,
which has worked so well in Tndia and between
India and the United Kingdon: and some of the
Continental States, was attemptod in 1877 by the
Government of India through the Dircetor-
General of the Post Office, but the negotiation
‘was unsuccessful. The subject has been taken
up. by the Committee, who placed it in full detail
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before the Colonial Chambers of Commerce, in
the belief thaf the extension of the system would’
be attended with much mutual advantage and con-
venience, and it will be satisfactory if their re-
presentation results in securing that object.

From Chamber to all Colonial Chambers.
Caloutta, 29th July 1880.

Ir has been represented to the Committee of this
Chamber that mutual conveniences and advantages would:
follow the establishment of a system by which parcels
conld be transmitted from India to Australia and New
Zealand, and wice wersé, through the agency of the
Post Office, and that endeavonrs should be made to secure
facilities for the interchange of articles bitween this
country and the Colonies ; and I am direeted to submit the
matter for the consideration of yowr Chamber.

At present the only means of sondidg or receiving
small packages is by letter post, and the cost s so great
as to deter that fieer and more general interchange which
would mo doubt take place were there a less expensive
method of thansmission ; and it has been wrged that if
casy meavs were afforded for the interchange of samples of
merchandise and articles of trade and domestic use of limit-
ed value, much benefit would be gained by the commercial
and general communities of both countries.

The Overland Parcel Post between India and the
United Kingdom has been greatly developed since its
establishment in 1873, and the extension of the system
to foreign Burope has been attended . with  considerable
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suceess ; 'md it is believed that an inter-colonial arrange-
ment, similar 1o ‘that which exists between' India and
Great Biitain and many of the countries in Rurope, would
not fail to accomplish results of material ad vantage,

Endeavours have been made by the Government of India,
through the Director-Gensral of the Post Offics, to in-
troduce the Parcel Post System into the soveral admi-
nistrations in Australia and New Zealand, but the latter
do not as yet appear prepared to enter into negotiations
for its establishment,

The Committee of this Chamber, while regietting
the unsuccessful issue of the Dneual Genel.tlscone:-
pondence, are not withéut hope that the results desired may
be obtained if the representatives of commercial interests
in all the Colonies placed themselves in communication

" with their local authorities on the subject, and urged the
- adoption of a scheme which has been succesiﬁll in other
duechonb.

T have just received from the Ditector-General of tlie
Post Office the panying printed M dum upon
the Indian Parcel Post System, which may be useful to
your Chamber in considering the subject of the repre-
sentation I have now, the pleasure to submit.

. . ar e

MEMORANDUM UPON THE INDIAN,PARCEL, ..,
POST. SYSTEM. - ...

Tndia (inchuding''the " ténitoiies of Ceylon: 'and: the:

Strpits, 1, which; were, for) mer

Aduinigiration), i, itis

deveys. whigh Ihzwm(}nvglnppq

Thisfysfom,has for many, years |

S

e onley iy

.conucoted; with the Jndian

o
‘.Ra

P
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service of the country, and more recently it has been
iuttoduced, wherever practicable, in the forcign postal
service. Tn this memorandum a brief description of the
system in both aspects (inland and foreign) will be given.

—
INLAND PARCEL POST.

2. In the inland service . parcels were originally con-
veyed ‘at a postage rale varying in proportion to the dis-
tance traversed, but this troublesome system was subse-
quently abandoved in favour of the more simple plan of
fixing the postage rate irrespective of distance : parcels
are mow conveyed by the inland service to any part of
British India under the following rates and conditions :—

Fouspived ot enceeding
4p0lssin wight (ol

Ter every ad
toles o facti

It s in contemplnti
52.) Ta1 a pracel nat exc

3. The figuies given in the margin show the develop-
ment of the inland parcel
post. The  comparatively
rapid extension of the 1ail-
way system in Tndia of
late years has ot lessened
the use made by the public
( of ihe Post Office for the

1553-54

1563-64

536,000

transmission o parcels ;

$51.000
990.000
909,060
Loovess | mivistiations offer facilities

for though the railway ad-

I for parecl traffic, the advan-
tages presented Dby the Post Office in respect of posting,
25
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delivery, insurance, &c., serve to maintain the praference
for transit thiough the Post Office, in respect of the _dressce the declared valu:, and subsequently pays - over
smaller elass of parcels to which the postal vstem is con. that value to the sender, afier deducting from itthe Post
fined. Office  commission. The rate of this commission is at

o . resent about 2 per cent. upon the declared value ; but it
. Tho Tndian Post Office has avangenients with the 14 ; :

different 1ailway aduministrat) ) . is intended shortly to reduce it to 1 per cent.” The “ value-
e a Va At E g v/ UL 2 " 73 5
cortain canying s, s “""T’ '""l“ which it secures . payable” system began in December 1877 in a very small
A CATTYING  space i a trai; i . ..
e dm;‘,“ufk fi, . n ex\c]| mail train commensurate way ; but it has considerably increased, as will be scen
» demuds for letter and parcel conveyance : this from the following figures : —
accommodation is paid for in almost all cases,
5. The transit of parcels is generally slower than fhat v Number of [Valne dectar|
of letters, for on railway lines no attempt is made o sort e paseels, | foy xealis-| Commission.
parcels during  transit, Parcel-sorting offices have been —
established ab cortain convenient points on the railway B Bs.
liues (about 300 or 400 miles distant from cach other), 1878-79 - «| 7408 1 1,32,109 | 3,942
where the parcels-are taken out of the train o b sorted Approainate oulont ot b |
and sent-on by the next tiain. The olject of this arrange. 16, 8d. por rupee. ! e o
B ge . s, s,
meut is to save the expense of sorting duting transit, as . 1879-80 1 26,035 | 3,46,330 | 11,395
in the case of letters and newspapers.  On road lines also Approvimate cquivalont at) 25500 A
the parcels are commonly carriod at somewhat less speed, e 8. par rupec. '
with a view to lessening the expense. A parcel travelling -
fiom Caleutta to Peshawar (about 1,500 miles) \voulz 8. About the same time (i.c, at the beginning of the
lose some thiee days in transit, as compared with the letter year 1878) another system was introduced by which the R
mail. Post Office inswed parcels (as well as letters), entrusted
5T e . . it for tr: ission by post, against loss in  transit. * The
6 he delivery of pucels is generally ananged so as to it for transmission by post, ag 1
to iuterfere as little ag possible with the g ] © “ present scale of insurance fees represents about J per cent.
. S5 \e delivery - - iy :
tant leticr mails. clivery of impor upon the insured value, The following fignzes shiew the
kS rapid development of the insurance system :—
7. Tn )STT w system was introduced under which.zhe | - )
sonder of a pucel could declare s value 10 (o pous
Offi r ization f) .
e for. vealization fiom the addesee : this syston 15
culled the *value-puvable” system. The Posy O - 1.
delivery of & value-payable” paxcel claims fom the ot
i ; = i
N - . . y
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Year.
e,
B0l s0TTIE | 26121219 [8,70.92,004 | 198,550
L N £ ] L £
e e | s | sees | e
1. 5, s T
1879-80 1,68,31,968 | 5,34,34,086 | 6,97,66,028 | 1,97,780
£ £ £ £
A v | amnso | ogsissm | w0

FOREIGN PARCEL POST,

9 In March 1875 the forcign parcel-post system was
introduced in Ing Al first ib was confined to an ex-
change of parcels betweei India and the United Kingdom,
bub subsequently it was extended 1o pa
with the following couutrics, viz

cel-post exchanges

Austrin—Hungary, Trance, Straits Settlements
Tielgium, 2 Sweden.

Ceylon

Dok |

10 he main vevouue from the foreign parcel-post
system is devived from the exchango with the United
Kingdom, The Biitish Dost Office found itself nuable to
take any part in Parcel-post transaciion

and arrange-
ments were consequently made with the Peninsular and
Orfental Steam Navigation Conpany's Offiee in London,
under which that, Company became not only the carriers
by sea but aiso the collecting and delivering agents of “the
Indian Post Office in the United Kingdom. In the case
of other foreign countriés, the Posy Office of Austria
(Trieste) is the medium of exchauge with India,
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11" The statistics given below, for the period during
which the foreign patcel-post has been cstablished, show
rapid development :—

Despatch, Rectipt, o
Parcel exchange. |Number of Numbor of [Obsoryations,
Yoar. et exehang pareels, | parcels,

Foreign Gounlrics .

187871 { | United Kingdons .. {5,559 13,354
1 ;

- Uni
187435 % o

4 Kingdom ... | 9443 | 16,120
ign Countries .. | ... .

United Kingdom ... | 12,000 | 22,600
Foraign Cointries .. 64 181

United Kingdom .. | 15,
Forcign Cownmries 1. | 1

17,164 | 58,380
956

18,068 | 46,369
2968 |- 1,233

o

om L 19,134 | 45,600
g Countries

3,192% | 1L456* [*Approximate
{

—_—
12, The average weight of the parcels mentioned in
the preceding paragraph is alont 2

41bs. on the homeward
route, and about 53 lbs, on the outward route.

A3, The postago rate fur foreign parcels despatched
from India is uniformly 8 annas (about 10d.) per pound
(prepayment compulsory) ; the weight is limited to 50lbs, ;
and no parcel may exceed 2 feet in length by 1 foot in
breadth or dopth, or contain opium, liquids or substances
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of a ‘damaging, dangerous, o offensive nature, In the case

of parcels addressed to the United Kingdom the value is
limited to £50. The value of parcels containing  valu-
ables addressed to Ceylon is likewise limited to £50,

14, The rate charged ir other countries for the trans-"

mission of foreign parcels to India is about 1s, per pound,
but book parcels forwarded from the United Kingdom to
India are charged balf rates only, 4.c., 6. per pound,

15. In all cases a declaration of the value and con-
tents of each parcel has to be farnished by ‘the sender,

along with the parcel, for the inspection of the Customs .

Department of the receiving country : a few parcels are
opened by way of test (and securely reclosed under the
Custom-house seal), but the great bulk are passed on the

* declmations received with them. Any Customs duty
which may be chargeable is marked on the parcel by the
Custom-house authorities (who attend at the Post Office
for that pwrpose) and is levied, together with any postage

. which may be due, from the addressee on delivery of the
parcel.

GENERAL REMARKS.

16. The preceding paragraphs shew that thus far the
parcel-post system in India has proved ‘a convenience to
the public: and it is hoped that iu course of time the
system may be extended in connection with other coun-
tries. An attempt was made in this direction in 1877,
when the Post Officesof the Australasian colonies, Hong-
Kong and ‘the Straits Settlements were invited to join in
an arrangement with this country for “the exchange of
parcels, but the negotiations were successful only in the
case of the Straits Sottloments. One of thoe main objec~
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-
‘tions urged by the Australasian colonies was the diffieul-

ty of carviage in the interior.

17. The Tudian Pust Office would gladly avail-itself
of auy opening for the resumption of negotiations for
purcel-post exchauges. with , the Australasian colovies.
Tresh negotiations are being commenced with those colo-
wies in respect of Money Otder exchanges * and it is pos-
sible that the opportunity may yet come for a. similar
resumption of negotiations for the exchange of parcels.

S ;

Offy. Asst. to the Director-Genl.
The 30tk June 1850, . dsst. to the Director-Gen

L. G. WAIT,
} of the Post Office of India.

THE ADMINISTRATOR-CENERAL’S ACT.

Scction 56 of the Administrator-General's
Act—IT of 1874 —prohibits any person other than
the Administrator-General from receiving any
remuneration for services rendered as exceutor
or administrator under probate or letters of
administration, and this provision of the Act
was the subject of a memorial addressed to the
Governor-General in Council a few months

“ since by firms and others who wero affected by

it ; but His BExcellency was unable to comply *
with the prayer of the petitioners.

At the instance of the Madras Chamber of
Commerce, the Committee reconsidered this ques-
tion, which had engaged attention many years

|
|
|
\
P
1
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.
ago, and, conditional on the movement being a
combined one and supported by the Chambers of
the three Presidencies, they were prepared to
submit a representation {o Government, hut the
Bombay Chamber decided not to co-operate, as
the matter did not scem to them to bo one in
which mercantile interests wore involved, and
the proposed action of the Committee was
accordingly abandoned.

LFrom Madras Chamber to Chamber.
Madras, 7th August 1880.

T am directed by the Chamber to ask you to be so good
as to state whether it is the intention of your Chamber
to take any, and what, action with rvegard Lo the refusal
of the Government of Tndia to comply with the prayer
of the Calentta memorial on the subject of Section 56
of the Administrator-General’s Act No. IT of 1874,

A copy of the letter that was addvessed by the Govern-
ment of Tudia on the 18th May to DMessers Roberts,
Moigan- & Co, on he subject  was commiunicated”
to this Chamber, and it is observed with regret that the
Governor-General in Council contends tha. the Jaw pro-
hibits any person, other than (e -Administraior-General
in his official eapacity, from receiving any

o ; remuneration
or doing any thing as execntor,

y or administrator undér
any probate or letiers of administation.

This Chamber continge to think that if a man
faily appoints an exeentor and gives him what he considers
a fair rernaneration for ey rying out the provisions of his

volun-
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will it is vot, or it should not be, competent to any Govern-
ment to step in and say that such man's wishes shall
be set aside, and that the work shull be done by the
Private executor for nothing, or by the official adminis-
trator for a definite charge. It must often happen that
the fiiends of a deceased man have good reason to believe
that his estate will be realised more advantageously by
private than. by official agency, and in such case they
would naturaily prefer to pay a fair remuneration for
the work in order to enlist the services of such private
agency. But the Government would seem to hold that
it is reasonable that they should exercise the right to
say that the friends of the deccased person must either
engage that private ageucy for nothing, or pay an official
twice the commission which would be thought sufficiently
remunerative by a private administiator for the work.
This seems to the Chamber so unreasonable an infringe-
ment of private liberty and so inexpedicnt an attempt
to bring busiuess to the official referred to, that the
Chamber will be glad to hear that your Chamber con-
template memorialising the Sccietary of State for redress.

Caleutta, 10th September 1880.

T am- instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 7th of last month, inquiring if it is the

* Intention of this Chamber to take any action cousequent

on. the refusal of the Viceroy and Governor-General to
comply with the prayer of a ‘memorial addressed to His
Excellency on the subject of administrations to Indian
Tstates and specially with reference to the 56th Section
of the Administrator-General's Act-No. 2 of 1874,

26
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t

The Committce of this Chamber direct me to say that
Messers. . Roberts, Morgan & Co, have been so good as
to furnish them with copies of the memorial and reply
‘referred to, and that these documents have come before
them for the fiist {ime, as they had no previous official
knowledge of the movemens in question, which appears to
have originated with a limited number of persons affected
by the prohibitive provisions of the Section appealed
against,

The subject of your reference will have the Com-
mittee’s attention; but T am directed to point out that
the most mgent, I ions were simul ly made
some years ago by the Chiambers of the three Presidencies
against such provisions-of the Act then in force as were
caleulated to prejudice the interests of estates, and espe-
cially therights of flicial ex: aud admini

who were barred by statute from receiving any remuner-
ation for their services in those capacities,

The obnoxious clauses were retained nevertheless ; and
the Administrator-Genyal’s Act of 1874 is the survivor
of the various repealed Acts since 1849,

On a review of the previous representations of all the
Chambers and of the carefully prepared memorial now
before them, it Appears to the Committee that the subject
has been dealt witl; i the most exhaustive manner 5 that
it wouh! be difiicult to omploy stronger or more cogent
guments in support of the views submitted for the '
consideration’ of Government ; and that the recont angwer
to the memorialists leaves searcely any room for hope
that any renewed appeal will meet with success,

The only ground upon which the Committee think they
may take action concurrently with your own Chamber

i
|
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and that of Bombay is that the memorial proceeded. from
a comparatively small number of persous interested in «
matter which ° concerns not only themselves but, the
community generally, and that a combined movement, ou
the part of all the Chambers may possibly have greater
“weight and influence, :

Viewing it in this light the Commitice are therefors
of opinion that the co-operation of the Chambers at
Madras and Bombay is essential, and if an approval of
this course 'is expressed the Committec will tinderiake
to draw up an appeal for consideration and subsequent
sibmission to the Government, either as a jolut or several

on of the three Chambers as may be- hereafter

p
dacided upon,

Madras, 4th October 1880.
In reply to your letter of the 10th ultimo which I have
Jaid before this Chamber, T am  directed to say that this
Chamber will be happy to co-operate in a joint represen-
tation to the Government of Tudia on the subject of ad-
ministration of Tndian estates, and especially with refer-
ence to the 56 section of the Administrator-General’s Act
of 1874.

Lrom Chamber to Bombay Chamber.
Clleutta, 13th September 1880.

Tue provision of the Administrator-General’s Act
No. 2 of 1874, section 56, which prohibits private or non-
official administeators or exccutors from charging commis-
sion for their services was the subject of a memorial
addressed, in July of last year, to the Viceroy aud Gover.
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nor-General by some agency houses.and others interested
in the question, but His Excellency was unable to comply
with the application to amend the law in that respect.

The Madias Chamber bas lately referred the matter to

- us, inquiring if we are prepared to take any action conse-

quent on the decision anived at, and I am directed to

place before your Chamber copy of that reference and of

our answer (hereto attached) as well as of the memorial
and the reply, which will reach you under separate cover,

When the draft of an Act to amend the law of 1849
relating to the office and duties of Administrator-General
was published in 1853, the Committee of this Chamber
submitted o very earnest protest against the injustice of
depriving non-official represeutatives of deceased persons
of the right which they had, prior to the Act of 1849,
equally with the Ecclesiastical Registrar of the Supreme
Court, of charging commission on the assets of estates
passing into their hands, and the Bombay and Madras
Chambers also addressed the Government in very strong
remoustrances ngalﬁst the proposed measure, which was
adopted notwithstanding all that had been urged against
it. X

The memorial under submission is substantially a re-
newal of the appeal then made; and as its prayer has
been-so recently rejected the question arises whether any
action on the part of the Bombay and Madrs and Bengal
Chambets should be taken; and the Committee will be
glad to be favored with the views of your Chamber on ' the
subject. ’

——
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Bombay, 4th October 1880.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter:
of the 13th ultimo on the subject of the provision of the
Administrator-General’s Act No. 2 of 1874 scction 56
which prohibits private or non-official administrators or
executors from chmging cofamission for their sevices, and
enquiring whether this Chamber would be willing to co-
operate with the Bengal and Madras Chambers in taking
any action consequent on the refusal of the Viceroy and
Governor-General to amend the law in that respect.

In reply the Committee desire me to state that' the
question had already been brought before this Chamber
and that. they decided not to move iv'it, as the matter did

. pot seem to them to be one in which mercantile interests
" were involved.

From Chamber to Madras Chamber.
Calcutta, 30th October 1880,

Simultaneously with the receipt of your letter of the
4th instant the Committee of this Chamber were in pos-
session of the reply from the Bombay Chamber, who
wrote to say that they decided not to move in the matter
of the Administiator-General’s Act, as it did not seem to
them to be one in which mercantile interests were involy-
ed. - '

This determination ou the part of the Bombay Chamber
aterially modifies the condition upon which my Com-
mittee expressed their willingness to make a joint repre-
sentation to Government; and in the absence of com-
bined action on the part of all the Presidency Chambers
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they ave of opinion that it is not expedient to address {he
Government on the subject.

The Commiftee have come to this conclusion, however,
with less reluctance, as they are informed that the original
memorialists are making efforts, through their London
corzespondents, with the view' of obtaining from the Secre-
tary of State a reversal of the Resolution arived at by
the Governor-General in Council.

URIFORR) TONNAGE SCALE FOR ALL
INDIAR PORTS.

The Committee hesitate to bring this subject
forward for the consideration of the Chamber.
The existing scale is the result of compromise
.z\ftcr much discussion ; and as appa‘rently no
inconvenience is experienced by those using it,
no good object seemed likely to he gained by
amendments.  Upon one point only the Com-
mittee feel that some alteration is  desirable. .
According to the Chamber’s Schedule a ton of
Jjute, cotton, &e. is 50 cubic feet, whereas by general
f:ustom and agreement the ton of such cargo
is 5 bales not exceeding 52 cubic feet. The
Committee think the Schedule should be amended
to follow the custom.

From Bombay Chamber to Chamber,
Bombay, 27ty Adugust 1880,
Chamber desire me to invite the
et to the corvespondence which

"The Committes of this
attention of your Chamb,

passed between the two Chambers in February and March
last year, on the subject of a uniform tonnage seale for all
India, and to-ask you if your Committee would now be
prepared to join in a movement for the introduction of

such a scheme,

The tonnage scale adopted by this Chamber is, as stated
in my letter of the 11th Pebruary 1879, on the basis of 40
cubic feet and 16 cwt. dead weight to the ton for steamers,
and £0 cubit feet and 20 ewt. for ships : at Kurrachee the
scale is on a similar basis. The scale, however, at your port
ison a different system, as are likewise the scales au
Madras, Ceylon, Cochin, and other ports, Itis obvious that
a upiform scale for all India and Ceylon would cany
with it many advantages to shipping interests as well
as to shippers,

The Committee of this Chamber were glad to learn that
you agreed in considering a uniform scale for all India
desirable, and they venture to hope that your Committee
may now be prepared to take up the question,

. Calcutta, 6th September 1880.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letler
of the 27th ultimo, velative to the introduotion of a
tonnage seale for all Tudia, and enquiring if the Committeo
of this Chamber are now prepared to join in a movement
for the introduction of such a scheme.

You point out that the seale at the ports of Bombay
and Kurrachee is on the basis of 40 cubic feet and
16 cwt. dead weight to the ton for steamers, and 50 foet
and 20 ewt, for ships, but that at Caloutta, Madras, Ceylon,
Cochin and other poits the system is different, and that it
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would be advantageous to the interests of shipping and of
shippers if a uniform scale for all Tndia ana Cey

lon were
adopted.

In replying to your favor of the 1]th Febraary of Jast
year, in which you represented the desirability of unifoim-
ity of practice at nil Indinn pouts, the Committee of {his
Chamber, while agreeing with yours in this respéct, re-
gretted their inability to re-open aquestion which had heef
recently setiled ; and their subsequent experience of the

working of the system ag jy prevails here does not
encowrage thein to distarl it,

They admit the unscientific character of the_Calentta
schedule, and that advantages may probably result from an
assimilation of the scules in force in all ports ; but, notwith-
standing its acknowledged imperfection, the system is so
well undorstood 1y shippers and the shipping visiting this
port, that no inconvenience has been experienced or com-

plained of, nor do the Committee apprehend any from
its continuance, .

The Commitiee, therefore, do not find themselves in a

Position to respoud, as you would desire, to the invitation
you have been good enough to offer,

EXCESSIVE ASSESSMENT oF PRESSING
COMPANIES FOR LICENSE TAX. "
[S—

.The very heavy and ‘unequal inciderico of the
License tax on the Pressing Companies in thiy
city and neighbourhood, sought to be enforced
by the Caleutta and Suburban Municipalities,
was brought under the Committee’s notice, and

8§
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the undernoted representation 4o the Government
of Bengal was put forward in support of the
petition of the agents and secretavies of these
Companies.  Although  no decision has been
announced it is understood that an equitable,
adjustment is intended to be made, and that the
inequalities complained of in the assessments
will be removed.

From Chamber to Private Seeretary to the Lieuten-
ant-Governor of Bengol.
Caleutta, 14th June 1880.

I am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce to forward the enclosed petition address-
ed to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor by various
Agents and Secretaries of Pressing Companies selative
to the excessive assessment for license-tax lovied by the
Caleutta and suburban inunicipalities.

The case is so fully detailed in the petition that the
Committee can do little more than express the hope that
His Honor the Lieutenant-Goveruor will give the matter
the consideration it deserves, in order that the present

unequal incidence: of the tax be removed, and that, in

future, the fee be assessed on a sounder basis, such as iy
laid down in the Act of 1879 referred to.

27
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Copy.
To
Trae HoN'BLE Stk ASRLEY by, xes1,cLm,
Lisutenant-Governor of Bengal,
The Petition of the Press Companies of Caleutta
and its‘Suburbs,
HoyeLy Sarwers,
That your Petitioners have from time to
time, between the years. 1870.
Caleutta, presses worked by steam and hydralic power,
and have since carried on the business of pres:

n sing-into
bales jute, cotton, and other articles,

2. That wntil the year 1879 your Petitioners were
assessed by the Caleutta and Suburh
in the uniform sum of Rupees 1,000—one thousand-—per
anoum which they paid for the license to earry on such
business ; aad that in the year 1879 the gaid Municipalities
refunded to your Petitioners half of the sums so assesged
for the year 1878-79, .

an  Municipalities

3. That your Petitioners lLave recently received a
demand from  the said Municipality to pay the follow-
ing sums :—

Chitpore Hydraulic Press Company

i Rs. 1,500
Caleutta Hydraniic P

ress Company

River side Press Company ; ;,ggg
Golabarry Press Company . 2’000
Nasmyth’s Patent Pross Company . 1,700
The Stiand Banlk Press Company o 2600
Watson's Patent Pregs Company ,y,, ,800

which they have actually

paid as License feos for
year 1879-80 under Qi 5 Bougat

e 5 of Aot V. of 1579 Beugal

74, erceted in and around -

S
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Council.  On recoipt of the above demand your Peti-
tioners separately waited on the Vice-Chairmen of the
said Municipalities to represent that they had been assess-
od at an excessive rite and to appeal against the same,
when  they were informed that the assessments were
made under orders of the Tovernment of Bengal basis
of 210 per cent. rate on the value. of the premises as
assessed for house rate, and that there was no appeal.

4. That your Petitioners now lay their case beforo
your Honor with a view to a re-consideration of the said
basis of assessment.

5. That the 2nd Clause of Act V. 1879. B.C. says :—
“Tn fixing the amount of fee to be paid in respeot of
“any Jute Warehouse, the Liocal Government shall have
“ regard to the annual value thereof as it is for the timo
“assessed, to the payment of Municipal taxes, to the
“size and position of the Jute Warehouse, to the number
“and excellence of the pressing machines, erected or
“ proposed to be erected in such Jute Warehouse, and the
“ probable income derived fiom such Jute Warehouse
““ by its owner or occupior.”

6. 'That your Petitioners respectfully submit that it .
is wrong in principle aud contiary to the terms of the
above clause of the Act, toselect as the basis of assess-
ment ouly one of the several considerations detailed
above for the purpose of determining the amount of (e
License fee to be paid by each Pross House, and that such
method of assessment leads to great inconsisteucies and
inequalities in the incidence of this tax which the follow-
ing table will show :—

JR— Ivv
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7
Bt s misaena |
No f | hnftyenr | deetaved [Liconso
Caritalepucesenl Tulvoirce, {ron g v |
819, abong
. .
Chitronc Hsduaulio Prcss w | 1 5060 v | e
Calentta Hydiaulic Press } Liooao?| 4 s1,570 27 | 100 .
Company . e -
Riversido Yaesw Compuny, 7 | 270,100 ] 1 4,325 10y | 200
} s | s Ay | 1w
} ‘z,.vn,coo by mow | ey | 200
Watsor's Patont Pross N 5,000 »
o o [ N P (R
Golabwy Press Company. | £50,000 | 5 7 3% | 2000

7. That your Petitioners tespeotfully suggest fhat 5
more equitable basis for assessment as contemplated by
the Act be adopted, that the excessive sum fixed for their
license be reduced to a fair amount, and that the differ-
ence be ordered to be refunded,

And your Petitioners shall ever pray.

(8d) Kerreowers, Borioy & Co., Managing A gents,
Chitpore Hydraulic Press Company, Ld..

» Ronerr & Cnarrror, Managing dgents, Oul-
cutta Hydraulic Press Company, Ld.

» RumIERTOORD & Co, 4 gents, Riverside Press
Compuny, Limited,

» RusHTON Brornees, Sucraim‘iw, Nasmyth's
Patent Press Company, Limited,

Ty ERNSTHAUSEN & Orsrereny, Managing Agents
and Scercturies, the Strand Bank Press
Company, Linited,

»  FINLAY, MUR & Co, Agents, Golabarry Press.
Chrcurra,
Tth June 1880, }

SR
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Trom Private Secretary to Chamber.
: Darjeeling, 17th June 1880.

T am directed to inform you that the petition from the
Agents and Secretaries of Pressing Companies forwarded
with your letter of the 14th instant, has, by order of the
Lieutenant-Governor, heen transferred to the Bengal Office.
You should apply to the Secretary to Government i the
Financial Department for information as to the ?ldem
passed on the petition,

EXTENSION OF JAIL MANUFACTURES.

It was represented to the Committee that there
seemed to be a tendency on the part of the
Government of Bengal t6 increasein the Presidency
jails the manufacture by machinery of certain
articles which had hitherto been supplied almost
entirely by free labour, and that this if persevef‘ed
in would tell seriously on many local industries.
The reply is salisfactory, as shewing that the
Licutenant-Governor has no intention of permit-
ting the employment of coiivict labour to such an
extent as to interfere with private manufacturers.
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From Chamber to Government of Bengal,
Culcutta, 9nd August 1880,

I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to lay before you a complaint which has been
addiessed to them on the subject of the extension of
Jail manufactures; :

The Committee feel the question to be one of some
difficulty : it canuot be denied that it is the duty of
Government to lessen, as far as it legitimately can, the
cost of the maintenance of prisoners in the various
juils, but at the same time the Committes would res-
pectfully submil, that the interfercnce with free labor
should be as small as possible.

If this be not kept carefully in view the result may
be that many struggling industries may be threatened
or even extinguished by the foreed labor (working new
machinery under skilled supervision) svhich

Governmeut
command.

The Committee observe that the policy adopted by
the Government of Bengal in 1874 is being more ener-
getically cartied on by the present Licuten:
and the Administiation Report for the current year
records—* that Woollen TFactory buildings in the Bhaugul-
“ pore Central Jail are nearly ready, and  the machinery,
“ which awnived ‘in India - in December, is now Dbeing
"‘electe(l. A Castor Oil TFactory, on a large scale, has
“been established at Rajshabye,” and the Jail has for
“ some months been actively eng:

l aged in making oil for she
“ Northern Bengal State Railway-and the Eastern Beugal
“ Railway, The manufacture of coir goods is now the

ant-Governor,
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“only industry in the Midnapore Jail. The question of
“ the kind of machinery to be purchased for the Cotton
“ Faolory at Buxar is still under consideration, and it is
€ proposed to start a Paper Factory at Hazaribagh.”

This active trade on the part of the Jail anthorities,
it is feared, is likely o exceed the limit of what is justi-
fiable 5 and it is hoped that the Government will re-con-
sider the position the Jail anthorities are taking in this
matter, and give such assurances as will restore the cou-
fidence of private manufacturers.

From  Government of Bengal to Chamber,—

No. 1652 T Darjeeling, the 1st October 1880,

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated the 2ud August last, submitting a representation
from the Chamber of Commerce regarding the extension
of Jail manufactures in Bengal.

2. Tureply, Lamto say that the Licutenant-Gover.
nor s glad to find that the Chamber shares with hin the
view that it is the duty of Goverument to lessen, as far
as it legitimately can, the burden which ihe maintenance
of the couvict population throws on the tax-payers of
the province. The object of Goverument v introducing
machinery. into some of the Central Jails in Lower
Bengal has been to enable it, whilst enforeing stricter
pgual labor, to utilize the labor of the couvicts to the
best advantage in manufacturing auticles required for
the public service, and especially by the convicts them-
selves, such as clothing, blankets, &e.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor is not aware of any
industry now cartied on at any Central Jail which is
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open to'the objection taken in the concluding portion of
the 2nd para. of your letter under acknowledgment.

MOYAPORE POWDER MACAZINE,

Tt appeared to the Committee that the pro-
posal of the Port Commissioners in reference to
the charge of Rs. 5 for boat hire on every vessel
coming to the Port in order to meet the cost of
maintaining  the magazine, was an endeavour
to indirectly increase the dues on vessels trading
here. As it is, Caleutta is by far the most ex-
pensive of all Indian Ports, and in the Commit-
tee’s opinion it is already unnecessarily costly,
Experience elsewhere has shown the false policy
of burdening with charges on shipping any Port
however great its natural or added facilities :
and considering what is passing at other Indian
Ports, but particularly at Bombay, the Commitice
hold that every proposal in the divection of
additional charges should be serulinised with
the utmost jealousy. ~The Committee are glad
to notice that the Licutenant-Governor agreed
with them in thinking that there was no sufficient
ground for the levy of this fee,

Regarding the increased charges for stc’u‘ing
and  delivering powder, the Committee have
10 doubt that Lhe‘Lieutenanb(}ovcmor has
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satisfied himsclf that the increase is necessary
to cover actual charges. At the samé {ime
they cannot but regret that the increase has
been sanctioned without.a corresponding reduc-
tion elsewhere being insisted upon. The reve-
nue of the Poit, taken as a whole, is far in
excess of what is necessary to cover all possible
expenditure. Indeed the Commissioners’ report
for the past year shows that, after providing for
all contingencies, as well as for a sinking fund,
caleulated to extinguish within 30 years the
cost of all works to date, a surplus of nearly
5 lakbs of rupees remained. This large sum has
been spent upon new works and improvements,
but the Committee, as they have already upon
more than one occasion slated, consider that it
should rather have been devoted to a reduction
of current charges on trade. They strongly
object to the present business of the Port being
made to provide the capital required for works
which are to benefit fature generations,

From Government of Bengal to Chamber,—
No. 72. Caloutta the 20th May 1880.

I am directed to forward herewith a note by the Vice-
Chairman ‘to the Port Commissioners, Caleutta, together
with-a Resolution passed at a Meeting of the Commis-
gioners, lield on tlie 25th March 1880, on the i;bjecb of

: 2
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increasing the fees levied at the - Moyapore Magazine, and
to request that the Lieutenant-Governor may be favored
with any remarks which the Chamber of Commerce may
desire to. offer on  the proposals of the Port Commis-
sioners, ’

The return of the papers forwarded herewith is request-
ed with your veply,

Read following note by- the Vice-Chairman on the
Seale of Macasi receipts and expenditure of the Moyapore
cale cf Magazine N . N

Toot reviveg Magazine and suggesting an increased

scale of fees on powder stored in

the magazine ;:—

NOTE.

The receipts and expenditure on account of the Mogapore
Magazine, a5 stated in the estimates for 1880-81, attracted tho
attention of the Budget Committee, and at their request I have
to submit the following remarks for the information of the
Commissioners,

The receipts for the past threo years have beon—

Re.,
187677 e 5850
1877.78" . e 8,868

187819 . e e . e e 5,044
For L curent year tho recsipts ill probably be about R, 3,600
only.

The expenditure on account - of

the Magazine has been as
follows :—

Years, Repairs, Salaries, Total.
Rs. Rs. Rs.

1876-77 e w544 3,958 4,502

187778 w856 4,056 4,412

187879 «t 1,656 4,224 5,879

For 1879-80 tho expenditure will probably be about Rs, 5,000,
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The average income of the past four years may thorefore bo
taken at Rs. 5,818, and the average expendituro at Rs. 4,048 To
the expenditure on account of salaries and repairs should also be
added interest at 43 per clut. on Rs, 72,449, the amount at which
the magazine premises stand in the valuation of property made
over to the Port Commissioners in Y871, With this chinge added
the total annual expenditure on account of the ma

gazine amountss
to Rs. 8,208, against a revenue of R, 5,818, -

Up to 1871 the only charges levied ab the ma
payable on delivery of the consiguments,
follows :—

rzine were those
the rates being as

Magazine fees payable on delivery—
. Rs. A D
B VRN
“wn 003
Lo these delivory fees the Commissioners in 1971, with the
approval of Goverument, added the following godown charges :—

On sporting powder ..
On blnsting powder

s, A D
Magazine charge for godown rent on all packages
of 25%b. and under per month or portion
of mouth ... w010
Magaziue charges for godown 1ent on all pack-
ages over 251b. and not exceeding 50t ... o 2 <o
Magazine charges for godown rent on packages
over 501D, ... - . we 0 4 0

These fees and godown rent oharges are the only income of tho
magazine, aud they amount to considerably less thau the expondi-
tue as has been shown abiove.

The expenditure was considerably increased soon after the Com- .
missioners took charge of the port, in consequence of their
providing powder-boats for thie use of vessels passing the magazine,
TUp to 1872-73 vessels were allowed to keep 501b. of powder on
bouwrd while in port; and the fact that a ship which was on fire,
and was afterwaids sunk, was known to have had this quantity
on’board led the Commissioners to propose that all powder fu
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excess of 51b should be left at Moyapore ; and to maico_the delay
and_ nconvenioncs to vessels in putting ont-and taking on board
their powder as litle as possible, the Commissioners provided two
stution powder-boats, one of which is always manned and rendy
to wait on passing vessels, The addition to the cxpenditare was .
Rs. 1,436 in salavies alone, bosides intorest, ropaire, and stores,
Ttwas, however, resolved at the time that no additional chargo
should be made to the shipping on account of theso boats.

To supplement the present income, it is now suggested that tho

following increased salo of fees bo submitted for tho approval
of Govérnment 1~ .

Rs. A.P.

1. Delivery order, sporting powder and ammu-
nition, per 1. W 006

2. Delivery order, blasting powder or other
explosive material ... w006

3. Godown rent on all cases of powder and
ammunition at the rate of one pie per v, .
per mensem (just donble present rate),

4. Boat fec for all vesscly entering

port payable
for use of station-boat .

. w500
This last charge in a new one altogother; but as the boats bave
been placed there for the convenicnce of passing vessols, and to save
the delny aud tiouble which would be ezperienced if the masters
hud Lo use their own beats to take powder to or from the shore,
o small feo of Rs. 5 for each voyage would not press unfuirly.

Tf these rates are approved

, the following is an approsimate
estimate of reccipts based on th

e actuals of 1879.80;
The actual receipts for 1878-79 were ag follow 1

Rs.

. i 3,009
o 1,478
1t was 967,

Delivery fees ..
Godown rent ...

The number of vessels that entered po

Tn the following estimate the godown rent has been doubled, and
he receipts frnm vessels estimated at Rs, 5 each from 950 vessels,
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ESTIMATE TOR 1880-81.
Moyapore Hagazine,
Receipts—

Trom delivery fees . .. 3,000

»  godown rent . 3,000
» boat-fec against vessels 4750

Total ... 10,750

Expenditure—

Salaries 4,250
Interest . e 3,260
Repaits . " . e 850
Depreciation of boats ... w400
Stores, &c. . w 50O

Total ... 9,260

W. D. Bruen
Vice- Chairman.
Resolved :—That the revised scale of fees suggested in
the. foregoing note be approved and submitted for the
-approval of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor under
the provisions of section 61 of Act XIL of 1875.

From Chamber to Govermnent of Bengal.
Caleutta, 5th Junz 1880.

The Committec of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 72 of
the 20th ultimo, forwarding a ' memorandum by the Vice-
Chairman of the Port Commissioners regarding the
receipts and expenditwe on account of the Powder
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Magazine at Moyapore, and q Resolution” thereon by the
Commissioners approving of the revised scale of feeg
and submitting it for the sanction of the Lieutenant.
Governor. -

The memorandum sets forth that the fees hitherto
levied do not meet the expenditure (which has been
largely added to by including in the accounts a ch
for interest on (he amount at which the Magazine pre-
mises were taken over by the C‘ommissioners), and with
a view to remedy this it s proposed :—

arge

(1) To increase the scale of delivery fees ; (2) to double
the godown rent on powder stored ; and (3) to levy a feo
of Rs. 5 on every vessel entering the port for the use
of the boats provided for landing  ang re-shipping  the
powder, :

The Committes iustruct me to say that they sec no
objection to an increase in the charge for delivery fees,
nov for extra rent on powder stored, provided such
iverease is really calléd for to meet the actual charges
for its preservation aug re-issue, but they do object to
an extra fee upon all the vessels which cnter this port,
whether they use the Mag

azine or not, in order to cover
au interest charge upon the estimated value of buildings

which are part and parcel of the Port Estate.
charge would, they consider,
bancement_o( the port ducs.

Such a
be tantamount to an en-

Tt appems to the Committee that the Port Commis- »
i v their proposal for incieased
fees chicfly by including this interest charge. in their
but seeing that
ade over to the Commissioners the
e permitted to make were cal-

account of the expenses of the Magazine ;
when the Port was m,
charges which they we;
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culated to be ample to meet the interest upon the valute
of the whole block surrendered to t]n?m hy‘Govemmend,
as.well as to provide for itsefficient maintenance a?l
for a sinking fund,’and seeing .nlso that the gene}l;\
current revenue of the Port has since not only dane] t. is
but has enabled the Cowmissioners to execute large
works of Port improvement (many of them of a u:fnln;
which, in the Committee’s opinion, should l‘xave entitle
their being charged to Capital l‘illher than to Reven{le]>,
they eonsider that the Port Commxsslnnel"s cannot fairly
claim to raise their charges in any particular Depart-
ment whilst the aggregate of all the Pontrevenueg are
50 ample if not excessive.

P.S.—The annexure to your- letter is returned_here-
with as requested.

VALUATIONS OF STEEL FOR DUTY.

The tarifl’ values of various kinds of importc.d
steel having been found to be considera!ﬂy in
excess of actual nmiarket prices, the attention of
Government has been drawn to the expediency
of all descriptions of this metal being assessed
for duty “ ad valorem.”

Lrom Chamber to Government of" India,
Caleutta, 30th dugust 1830,
The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct

me to represent that in addition to the classifications f’f
steel which are liable to 5 per cent. duty on the tariff
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, values fixed by Notification No. 710 of 6th March 1880,
there are several kinds imported of qualities somewhat
better than common English steel, aud which are des-
aibed by manufactuwrers under various special names,
such as fool steel and Bessemer steel, the present market
values of which vary from 8 to 11 rupees per cwt,

A consignment of one of these qualities has lately been
treated as cast steel by the Collector of Customs, who
insisted on payment of duty on the tariff value of that
quality, vis., Rs. 21 per ewt, and, on appeal by the impor.
ter to the Board of Revenue, the Collector’s decision hag
been confirmed.

Another similar description ‘has, on several oceaslons,
been treated as cast steel in the Custom House, although
its value was only Rs. 9 Per cwt. ; but recently on a
survey being held, the Collector has allowed an identical
lot to be admitted under the lower rate for ordinary Bri-
tish steel, viz, Rs. 7-8 per ewt,

Considering the varieties of stecl imported into this
market, and the variations of market values, and that it
is expedient to protect not only the Customs revenue
but the interests of merchants who contribute to it, the
Committee submit that the present classification should
be removed from the tariff, and duty levied « ad valorem,”
as the fairest and simplest means of adequately guarding
the interests of all concerned.

ST s
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INTER-COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

Dominion Board of Trade. .
HMontreal, Canada, 24th May 1880.

Referring to the annexed circular letter, which is a copy
of one addressed to you in November 1878, the Execu-
tive Council of this Board have now to advise the pro-
gress they made towards the' formation of the proposed
Convention. .
On the 12th day of March last, under the auspices of
the dssociation of Chambers of Ot of Great Bri-
tain, o meeting was held, attended by the Council of that
Assoclation, and by several -representatives of Colonial
iuterests, when the following Resolution was unanimously
adopted :—

*¢'That the proposed Conference be convencd by the Dominion Bomd of
Trade, and bo held in London in the last week of Februay 1881." .

1t was suggested that. invitations should be issued as
follows :— .

GREAT BRITAIN,
DrrLEGATEs,

COLONIES.
Dereoatzs.

Association of Chem- Doniinion  Bomd of
Trado

ors of Commerco... 25 10
City of London ... Queensland 2
Manchestor Chamber exioundlond 2
of Commerco . 2 Adelaido 3
Liverpool B Victoria 3
Glasgow 2 New South Wales 3
Chamber of Shippin, 3 Cape Town z

Chambers of Agricul- Pout Llizabeth 2
ture 6 Natal 2
— West India Islands [
48 ew Zealand H
- Tusmania .oz

ingaporo
Goylon w3
Caleutta I 3

Bombay
- Madras o 3
’ 5

29
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1t was understood that preliminary-to the Meotiug the
Domivion Board of Trade should send out propositions
to each body invited, stating the objects which {hey wish-
ed the Conference to accomplish, and also inviting reso-
lutions from them to be discussed at the-Confer ence.

The leading object to be ‘obtained by the Conference
is the establishment, by fiscal regulations, of xeciprocal trade
advantages between the mother-country and the differeut
colonies of the Empire, and between thiose colonies them-
selves, :

- With this view it fs most desirable that the fullest in-
formation relating to the trade of the different colonies
should be given ; and to that end I am directed to re-
quest that you will farnish me, at the earliest moment,
with statistics of your trade, stating the available surplus
for exportation of your different productions, and of your
-imports and exports from and to Great Britain and
any of the colonies and foreign countries,

We cannot bug recognize that the bond between the
several dependencies of the British Lmpire and Great Bui-
tain would be greatly strengthened if we could cecure the
establishment. throughout the Fmpire of jeoiprocal inter-
Buitish trade, with a provision extending to foreign coun-
tiles the same privileges, upon their agreeing to grant
shilar reciprocal rights to the Lmpire,

You are cordially invited, i acoordance with
rangement refered o, to send th
posed Conference from your
such organisation as represent

the ar-
ree delegates to the pro-
Chamber of Commerce, or
S your commercial interests,
Usincerely trust that you will,

> b b ab your earliest couve-
nionge, iuform us if you acquie:

sce in the arrangements
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herein indicated, and furnish me with a copy of auy re-
solutions or propositions which you wish to have discussed,
along with_tho names of thé gentlemen appointed by you
to attend the Confererice,
I bave the honor to be,
Sir,
Yow obedient servant, -
W J. PaTriRSON,
Seeretary.

Caloutia, 25th August 1880.

T lave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 24th of May, relative to a conference pro-
posed to be held in London euly next year, with the
object of drawing closer the trade relations between the
eolonies and dependencies of the British Empire, and to
which you have been so good as to invite the attendance
of three Delegates from this Chamber to represent the com-

mercial interests of the port of Calcutta,

The Committee of this Chamber desire me to thank you
for the opportunity thus afforded of being associated in a
movement of so much importance, but they much regret,
they are not at présent prepared to appoint any gentle-
men to avail themselves of your invitation, as the’move-
ments of their commercial friends are uncertain and their
nominees may not have it in their power to attend the
Conference,

With regard, however, to the statistics of the trade of
this city, the Commitice very gladly place at your disposal
the latest returns published by the Government, and by
their . the following d have been for-
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warded to thefr Agents in London for transmission to the
Dominion Board of Trade :—

1&2. Annual Statements of the trade and naviga
"tion of British India for the year ending 81st March 1879.

3. Review of the Trade of British Indi

a for the same
period.

4. Annual” Statement of -the sea

a-borne trade and
navigation of the Bengal Presidency for the same period.

The first three publications will, itis believed, afford the
fullest information you can desire on every point in con-
nection with the general trade of this country, and the
Review amply illustrates the growth or decline of any
branch of our commerce. The Jast statement embraces
the ‘sea-borne trade of this Presideucy,
remarks will place you fully in possess
points relating to the operations of thi
traffic, .

and the introductory
ion of the principal
s port and its coasting

The Commitiee regret their in
able surplus for exportation of
this province,

ability to state. the avail-
the various productions of
» it being almost impossible to arrive at any
he stocks beld by native merchants in the
numerous markets in the interior of the country,

There can be no doubt,

however, that considerable
stocks are retained, for whes

never an abnormal demand
arises, and highly remunerative prices can be secnred, there
is an immediate response, without,

any apparent exhaus-
ton of the ordinary trade supplies,

—_—

b

E INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF WOGLS
TI:\ND WOOLLEN MARUFACTURES FOR 188i.

Crystal Palace, Sydenham.

|
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August 10th, 1880,
T have the honour to inform you that the. Directors

of the Ciystal Pulace Gompany fntend to iold an Tuter-

vational Exhibition next year of Wool and Woollen

Manufactures and their allied industries, of which details

are forwarded herewith, and they will fecl obliged if

you will cause this fact to be made kuown to the mem-

bers of your Chamber, and the public interested,

Iam, &e,
B P. L. SniMoNDs,
Superintendent of the International
Ealibition Department.

EXHIBITION FOR 1881,

WOOLS, WOOLLEN MANUFACTURES, AND
. ALLIED INDUSTRIES,

(Commencing-in JUNE and ending in OCTOBER,)

No charge will be made to Exhibitors for space.

Medals and Certifioates of Merit will be awarded by
competent Jurors to he appointed. ‘

The Directors will furnish Motive-Power for working
Machinery free: but any diiving-belts, conuections, or
attachments requited must be made at the expense of
the Exhibitors,

All lications from i ding Exhibi must furnish
full parti‘cu]m’s of the space required, and the objects in-
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tended to be shown, aid be sent in to the Superintendent,
before the 1st January 1881, After careful considera,
tion and revision by the Directors of the demands receiv-
ed, due notice will be given to the applicants whether
any and what space can be granted them,

Goods intended for exhibition must be delivered with
freight and_all charges paid, by a date to be hereafter fix-
ed. The cases must be addressed to the Superintendent,
Tuternational Exbibition Department, Crystal Palace,
bearing some mark or uumber, and accompauied with
a detailed invoice of the contents, The cases will then
e handed ovef to the duly authorised Agent of the Exhi- X
bitor to open and arrange,

Due notice of the appointment of an Agent by an
Exhibitor must bo forwarded to-the Superintendent for
approval and sanction by the 1st April 1881, If he
Isrequired to aftend at the Stand daily, a free pass into
the Palace will be granted him for the term of the Exhi-
bition, subject to the approval of the Directors, who,
however, reserve the power to withdraw the pass when-
over they may consider it desirable,

In the case of Exhibitors who may not think it neces.
sary to appoint an Agent or Attendant, the Superin-
tendent ‘will, on due Tequest made by the 10th of the
month of April, employ some official to give iuformation,
who will instal and arrange the goods at the Exhibitor’s.
charge,

Endeavours will be made to obtain for Brbibitors
favourable terms for freight by railrond and stoamboa,

All Show-Cases, Stands, Shelves, and other TFittings
must be erected at the charge of the Exhibitor, and sub
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jeel to the approval of the Superintendent.  All ohjecls
shown must be uumbered and properly labelled, and des™
cribed with the Maker's or Exhibitor's name, address,
and, if possible, the price at which similar articles will

bd be sold.

The Directors of the Crystal Palace Company will not
on any account bo responsible for loss or daumage, from
whatever cause arising, to Cases, Fittings, or any Articles
exhibited. Exhibitors can effect. Insurance ou their own
account.

Exhibitors must furnish the necessary information for
the official catalogue before the Ist March 1881, Those
desirous of advertising in the catalogue must make their
application to the Superintendent by the Ist of May
1881, for the necessary amangements to be made for
such insertion, and for the amount of payment thereof,

Exhibitors must conform to all rules laid down by the
Directors.

A detailed programme of the various classes of goods”
admissible can be obtained on application  to the under-
signed. .

P. L. Snnvons,
Superintendent of the International Ewhibition, Dept.,
) . Crystal Palace, Sydenham.

Tor Great Tnternational Exbibitions, which commenc-
ed in the United Kingdom in 1851, have in the course
of time grown too large and expensive to be carried out
in their entirety without considerablo loss, and there

ES appeats to be no present prospect of their being resumed

in Englaud on the general extended scale.

l
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The Crystal Palace being the offspring of the firs| great,
Buitish International Ixhibition, the Directors are desirous,
as far as possible, of carying out the original inten-
tions and objects contemplated, mamely, of affording
Manufacturers and the Public, Home aund Foreign, the
opportuity of noting the progress which has beon made
in different countries in the atts, manufactures, and various
industries, by the application of science and invention,

Having space at command, mo!ivo»pm;'er for machinery,
two millions of visitors annnally, and organised staffs,
and a close connection with the chief industrial artistic
and  soientific societies, with many other advantages
possessed nowhere else; aud ten years having elapsed

. since the last official Annual Exhibitions were commenced,
the Directors have artanged o hold a series of spacial
International Exbibitions of different classes of manufac-
tures. They will commence in 1881, with an Interna-
tional Txhibition of Wool aud its varied applications and
manufactures, with those of a few allied products, and
"of the machinery and implements relating thereto,

The demand for Wool has increased with matvellous
rapidity, aud this raw material is produced more or less
largely in all countries, But itis to the Australian and
African Colonies that Europe is now mainly indebted for its
supplies of superior Merino Wool.” Of the 41 1,000,0001bs.
of Wool imported into this country in 1879, nemrly
335,000,0001bs. came from the British Possessions,

The Woollen Manufacture Dow ranks second in import-
anee of the Britsh textile iudustrics, Wool beiag much
preferred to any other material for nearly all clothing
purposes.  Although London is the centre of supply of
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Wool to .the Continent, and buyers. are attracted hete
in large numbers, yet an interchange of manufactured
products takes place even between competing COuﬂﬁl?ES.
Buyers who come over fo London to attend the periodical
Wool sales have little opportunity of examining, in the
confusion and competition of the sale-rooms, the charac-
ters and qualities of the raw Wools exposed, of of ascer-
taining the names of the Wool-growers,

A more leisurely and advantageous opportunity will
be afforded to Purchasers and Manufacturers, in the pro-
posed Exhibition, to examine all classes of Wools and
Hair, and the fabrics made with them, and to obtain de-
tails of progress, improvements, prices, machinery, &e.

Prooramye or Opsccts ADMIssiBLe,

I.—Snrer's Woor, Prepared Wools and Manufac.

Raw Wools— wres—

Flecco Wool. - Woollen Yarn,
Skin Wool, Worsted Yarn.
Lambs' Wool, Genappe Yarn,
Fine Merino. TFingering Yarns for Knuitting
Combing Wool, and Embroidery‘
c|on_,i..§ Wool, WoorLen MANUFACTORES,
Lustre Wool. - Broap Crors, Coarixes
Demi-Lustre. Durrees, Erc. Prary, ann
Down and Half-bred. ‘Woor or Mixep Wirg ormER
Extract Wool. MareRtats.
Woollen Regs for Shoddy  Army Cloths,

and Mungo. Doeskins.
Woollen  Flocks for “Paper- Cassimeros,

hangiugs. - Sutame.
Dressed  Sheep and Lamb Venetinus.

Skins. . Meltons.,
Coats and Caps made of  Beavers,

them, Deerskins,

30




DProcranyr oF Obiters
Dingonals.
Pilots.
Reversibles.
Devons,
Spanish Stripes.
Taney Coatings.
Victoria Tivilis.
Nanrow  Crotns, CoAmrsas,
Durrens, £ic; or Woor, or
MIXED WITH OTHER MATERIALS,
Trousering.—
Bedford Cords,
Keérseymeres.
Elastics.
Sealskins,
Astracans,
Dogskins.
Chinchillas.
Polavians. .
~ Shoddy and Mungo TFabrics;
Frieze,
Tweeds,
Tartans,
Horse Rugs,
Saddle Cloths.
Carriage Cloths.
Fancy Rugs and Mauds,
. Blankets and Dlanketing,
Billiax@ Cloths.
Baize and Serge.
Table Covers.
Coverlets, Railway Rugs, and
Wraps.
Felt of Wool or Hair for
Rolleers, Hats,
Shoes, etc.

Gloves,
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ADMISSIBLE,— ( Contirined. )
Curpets.—

Tapestiy, Velvet Pile, or
Axminster,

Brussols and Wilton,
Kidderminster,
Common.
Felt or Drugget.
Persian,
Turkish.
African or Morocco.
Indian,
Silesian.

TWorsted Fabrics, all Wool—
Satteens, -
Reps.

Cords,

Serges.

Mohairs.
Moteens,
Coatings,
Plainbacks.
Merinos and Says,
Paramattas,

Scoteh, or

Camlets, H

Bunting for Flags,
Albert, Cords.
Persian Cords.
Chene Poplins,
Alpaca Cloths,

Turniture Stuffs and Uphol- T

stery Fabrics,
Plushes and Velvets,
Tapestry Curtaing.
Berlin Wool Work,
Tmbioidery.:

235

Procrayye oF Opsrers Apsissinie.—( Continued. )

Fringes, and Trimmings of
Wool or mixed Materials;

11 —Goars’
Momnarr:!

Woor,  or

Gold-embroidered Clonks and  Raw Wools.—

Table Covers,
WORSTED STUTTS MIXED WORST-

=D wirs Cotton Wanrs on

OTHER MATERIALS,
Crapes.
Cobugs.
Baege.
Damasks, Figured or Fancy.
Tafletas.
Veloutine.
Bombazine.
Parawatta.
Tammies,
Summer Cloth.
Delaines.
Lastings.
Canton Cloths,
Orleans Cloths.”
Chenes.
Challies,
Lenos.
Checked Poplins.
Faney Tweeds.
Gambroons.
Tuish Poplina.
Shanls.—
Shetland.
Austrian,

Betgian.
Fiench, )
Cashmere, long and squaro,

Union Cloths.

Hosiery and Small Wares.

Aungora, or Mohair,
Cashmere.
Koork.
Pashum, or Shawl Wool of
the Thibet Goat.
Common Goats’ Wool.
Goats’ Skins with the Wool on.
Labries and Manufuciuros.—
Dress Fabrics.
Builliantines.
Utrecht Velvet.
Mohair Mixed Fabrics.
Mobair Lace aud Braids.
Goats’ Hair Cloth.
Rugs.
Sacks.
Forensic Wigs.
TIL—Azpaces,
Vicoxa,
Raw Wool of various colors.
Yarn and Tabrios of Alpaca,
ete.
IV.—Caxres’ Hamn.
Raw  Wool of
colows.
Shawl Wool.
Shawls.
- Carpeta.
Toit Cloth.
V.— Cow Harr,
Ropes, Sacks, Blankels, Car-
pets,” Telt, and other Fa-
brics made of it.

Lrams,  anp

diftetent




Prouravyr or Opsecrs
Yak Wool or Hair, Moose Hair,
and other Hair,
V1—Borse Harr raom Dirrza-
37 C
Drawn
Fabrics made of i
Horse scating o dif-
ferent col,

o Baps
w  Gloves and Fiesh
Rubbers.

Wi )

Brushes, Sieres.

epplications of it for
ists and strong ropa.
Hair Work and Favey Orua-

Wize, and other
ugs for the Head.
OB RimpiTs'

Tics made of

3= Wools.
Hare Wool.

Economic  epplioations g
Hate and- Felted Fabrics,
Hare-Skin Ch

FTR-BRARING
Rotes axp Pre.

Skivs a3d articles made
of them.
Beffalo Robes,
FurSeal &

undressed,
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ADMISSIBLE—( Contin wed. )

Beaver Skins,

Oster and Sea Otters,

Sable and Eraine,

Marter and Mink,

Fox and Morkey Skins

Chinchilla, Sqairrel, and other
minor Far-bs

Fur Glove:

S AND Fra-
THEES FOR CLOTEING, 0RXA-

Rar: Haterinls,—
Swan Skin,
Goose Skin,
Penguin Skin,
Grebe,
Ostrich Fenthers,
Paddy Feathers,
Marabou Peathers.
Valture (Rbea) Feathers,
Peacock Feathers.
Egret Plumes,
Birds of Para
Humming B
Otber bright plumaged Birds,
Lrepared dpplications—
Feather Muffs, .
»  Trimmisgs for Dres
ses,
s Jewellery,
» Fansand Fisfiappers,
5 Mate and Rage,

ProcravvE oF OBIECT:
Feather Plum

» Fiowers and Orna-
ments. :
Swansdoon Puffs.
Elderdown Qui

Other economic A pplications
of Fenthers.

XL—Drawixes,
Panvs, sxp

Fur-Braric axnears asp
Braps  yierning. vemren
Feu:

LE~—( Continued.)

M ACINERT, IPLEVENTS,
D Toots 5D 15 WorLres
A¥D  WoRsTED Maxvrac.
TURES, WAETHER WORKED BY
HAND or 5T Powrn.

“BLEACHING a¥D Drerve Mars.

RIALS.

DiscripTrse rentisaen Worss,

AND  S7TaATISTICAL TasLes,
PRINTS, Erc, brscemmisc,
Weor axD Woorrey M.
FACTTRES AND OCCTPATIONS
OR THE CoMMERCE IN TREA
AND THUsE oF Ham, ron-
Fratases, Exc,

PORT COMMISSIONERS'’ REPORT FORI879-80,

RESOLUTIO?

of Caleutta for 1879-80.

n Report of the Port Commissioners

The rost important measure of the year in counee-
tion with the administration of the Port Trust was the

sing of an Act, amending Act V, (B.G.) of 1870, to

evable the Commissioners to consolidate the various loans
made to them from time to time by Government, and to
afford them facilities for contracting future loans in the

open market. The pr
Trust stands thus -

inclusive of the sum of ten lakhs of

rupees for works previously carried out by Goverument,
which was chdrged asa debt against the Trust when it
was first constituted, the Commissioners bave borrowed

Rs, 60,25,100 from Gorerumepl.

The loavs were all
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advanced subject to interest at 44 per cent., and repayment
by instalments in 80 years. The Commissioners have
during the past ten years repaid Rs. 684,751, and the
balance left for consolidation under the new Act was
therefore Rs. 53,40,349. This amount is to be repaid
in- 30 years by halt-yearly instalments of Rs, 1,63,067-,
inclusive of interest at 4% per cent. The Trust has,
moreover, a permanent book-debt of Rs, 17,65,000, which
is ot repayable, but is charged with interest at 44 per
cent,, amounting to R. 39,712-8 half-yearly. This ropre-
sents the original value of the block made over to the
Coumissioners on ‘the transfer of the Port to their charge,
The actual value of the block on the 81st March last was
Rs. 15.65,000, allowance being made for a total deduc-
tion of Rs, 2,87,603 for depreciation, and an addition of
Rs. 87,608 for renewals. The Port bas, however, ac-
‘quited new block of the total value of Rs, 3,14,589,
and the present value of its entire block is, therefore,
Rs. 18,790,589, (L'he statement on page 72 of the report
should have included the new moorings and heave-up
boat, which are entered in the statement on the preceding
Ppage). * Since the close of 1877-78 a Depreciation Reserve
Fund of Rs.2,00,000, accamulated from the unspent
balances of the amounts annually set aside for renewal,
has also been returned on account of the block. In addi-

- tion to this Fund, the Commissioners have to their eredit

an fnvestment of Rs. 8,50,000 to meet extraordinary and
unforeseen expenditure, such as might be' required on  the
occurrence of a cyclone. The total reserve secured by
both funds is thus five aud a half lakhs of Rupees.

2. Against the consolidated debt, and the permancnt
book-debt, amounting together to Rs.71,05,349, the

B s e o
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Commissioners hold property” of the total value of
Rs. 1,21,10,811, estimated only according fo the expendi<
ture incurred on new works, on the purchase of a portion
of the land occupied, and in the formation of the reserve
funds ; thus —

. : Rs,
Txpenditure on jetties and works for the accom-
modation of sea-going vessels ... . 46,84,503

Txpenditure ou wharves, jettics, and lauding sta-
ges foi the accommodation of boat traflic, and
tramways to connect railway_with wharves and

jeties L 48,7887
Expenditure on buoys, moorings, anchor-vessels,

and boats, ke, ... o 18,70,588
Tnvestment for Jetty Reserve Fund _ 69,243

Ditto  for Port, ditto
Ditto . for Deprecintion Reserve Fund ..,
Ditlo  for nswance  ditto

" Total o 21,1081
The following table shows how the foregoing .
expenditnre was met :—
Rs
By loans repayable (from Government) . 5895973

By book-debt loun . 17,65,000
Coutribution from Covernment towards purohnse

and o T4584

Trom sale of surplus lands 4,08,872

From current revenue since 1870 39,66.382
Total . 1,21,10,811

8. The vew Act, besides enabling the Commissioners
to consolidate their outstanding loans, provides for the
half-yearly payment of interest on the book-debt of
Rs. 17,65,000, and regulates the manner and terms.on which




new loans may be contracted, and the interest or the valuo™
of the loans may be recovered on default. Such loans
require the sanction of the local Government, and must
be contracted in India and in the Indian currency, unless
the  Lieutenant-Governor, with the approval of the
Government of India, direct otherwise ; and the Com.
missioners are bound to provide a sinking fund by balf-
yearly instalments, in the case of each loan, to liquidate
the loan within 80 years. The loans may be raised on
the security of the whole or of a portion of the property
of the Commissioners, or of their receipts from  tolls,
duties, &c., and Government retains no preferential claims
a8 heretofore on their property. The Port Reserve invest-
ments of five and a half lakhs of rupees and the sinking
fund for the liquidation of each loan are, however, spe-
cially exempted from Liability on account of the 1epayment
of loans,  For the recovery of the interest or principal
of a loan, the property or the sources of income on the
security of which the loan was made may be attached by

Government, and the proceeds appropriated to discharg-
ing the liabilities, '

4. The Trust is in a satisfaclory financial condition,
and it may be hoped that the ample ‘security afforded by
their property and income, and provided for by.the re-
cent law, will place the Commissioners in a position of
credit as borrowers in the open market, The provision
of the law requiring that the previous sanction of
. Government shall be obtained to every loan is a safe-
guard against undue borrowing, but - the Lieutenant-
Governor trusts that, in this respect, the Government
will very rarely, if ever, find itself called upon to over-
rule the proposals of the Commissioners,
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8. The tolal.income of the Commissioners during the past
year was Rs. 18,64,203 as compared with. Rs, 18,57,090

in 1878-79. The year having - opened with a reve- "

nue eash balance of RS, 378,041, the full amount available
for expenditure from revenue was Rs. 22,37,334. The ordi-
nary revenue expenditure, Including the half-yearly pay-
ment on account of debt, was Rs 13,67,948, Rs. 5,85,612
were appropriated for new works and improvements,
Rs. 32,634 were held on suspense account, and Rs, 2,57,140
remained as a cash- balance at the end of the year.

6. The_steady progress in the construction of new
works and improvements, which has marked the admiuis-
tration of the Commissioners from year to year, has been
fully maintdined during 1879-80, Much, nevertheless,
remains to be done to complete the arrangements  requir-
ed for the accommodation of the large and growing traffie
of the Port, and a heavy annual outlay will be indispen-
sable for many years to come. Of the total expenditure
of the past year on new works, amounting to Rs. 7,90,925,
Rs. 4,13,390 were spent in improving the accommodation
for sea-going vessels at the jetties, Rs. 1,638,885 in im-
proving the accommodation for boat-traffic, Rs, 64,610 on
the tramway, and Rs. 1,48,840 on works of genoral im-
provement. - A-new jetty aud two cargo-sheds were com.
pleted, and six new cranes set up for sea-going vessels.
The Port now possesses three jetties at which cargo can
be delivered direct from the vessels to the sheds without
the use of trollies. For the benefit of the boat-trafio
the retaining wall and ghéts from Aheercetollah to Bagh-
bazar have beeu completed, eleven new toll-houses eroct-
ed, and five additional lauding-stages - provided. The
tamway lino was doubled in two places, and twenty new
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waggons were procured to meet the increase in the loca)
traffic, Two new warehouses, for the storage of country

" produce, were completed on the Strand Bank lands, a
heave-up boat was added to the block of the Port, and &
new line of moorings was laid between Chandpal Ghit
and Fort Point, °

7. The jetties yielded a gross income of Rs. 6,690,654,
against Rs. 6,74,923 in 167879 ; the espenditure was
Bs. 4,67,577, and the net income Rs. 2,02,077. Itis
satisfactory to learn that tho Commissioners’ auticipation
that the reduction in the Janding charges, which came
iiito opefation on the lst August 1878, would result in a
large decrease of the jetty receipts has not been fulfilled,
There was actually an increase of Rs. 8,099 in the income
from these charges, owing to an increase in the quantity
of goods landed.  On the other hand, notwithstanding tho
larger quantity of goods lx;nder], wharf rents and removal
charges fell off by Rs. 17,589, consignees having been
more prompt in removing their goods. The largest in-
crease in landing charges was devived from piece-goods,
on which Rs., 12,917 were realized in excéss of the receipts
of the previous year. Of the charges on exports,
amomnting to Rs. 55,743, three-fifths were paid on hides
and_ tea.” These articles are more conveniently shipped
at the jetties than by boats, and the shipments at the
jetties are i g. The jetty expenditure excocded
that of the previous year by Rs. 14,239, owing to an _in-
crease in the charge for interest and necessary strengthen-
ing of the woiking establishments. - The Jetties were
used by 192 vessels against 184 in 1878-79, with an in-
crease of 20,000 tons ; but they were nevertheless occi
pied 50 dags less tha in 187679, Tt s not likely
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therefore, that the Commissioners will experience any
great difficalty in .making convenient arrangements for
accommodating the steamers trading with China and the
Stiaits. The Lieutenant-Governor considers that the
measures which have been taken to obviate the grounds
of complaint urged by the Agents of these vessels are
judicious and sufficient. Tlhie floating 80-tou crane is not
realizing the i which the G issi en-
tertained in regard to it asan investment. Its carnings
amounted to Rs. 15136 against an expenditura of
Rs. 13,642, leaving a profit of only Rs. 1,494 on the original
outlay of Rs. 1,47,217.

8. The receipts from the Inland Vessels Wharves,

including the Tramway, were Rs. 4,80,928 against Rs..

4,59,862 in the previous year, and the expenditure was
Rs. '3,21,535 against Rs. 2,65,187, leaving a net income

* of Rs. 1,59,888 as compared with Rs. 1,94,725 in 1878-

’79.  Exclusive of the tramway, however, the receipts fell
off by Rs.33,363. Of this sum, Rs.-27,456 is accounted
for by a decrease in the tolls realized on grain and seeds,
The Commissionefs explain that a large portion of the
grain and seed traffic which formerly came Ly boats is
now carried by the East Indian Rajiway, and that up-
country . merchants having taken to the practice of send-
ing down their grain and sced in bags ready for shipment,
instead of transmitting them in bulk to be prepared for
shipment in Caleutta, the consignnients are conveyed
direct to thé ships from the Railway premises, and do not”
pass over the port wharves. The competition between the
railway and the boats is doubtless causing a considerable
reduction of the income of the Commissioners from
their whaives, and its effects on their reccipts are likely
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to become more conspicuous, as the native traders learn
more and more to appreciate the advantages offered by
tho railway, but in the general interests of trade_this
result cannot be contemplated with regret,” The large
iucrease in the expenditure of the past year on account
of the wharves is due chicfly to the transfer to this head
of a charge for interest, hitherto shown: in the accounts
of the Strand Bank lands, and to the cost of Tepairing
two slips in the river bank, which ‘occurred towards the
end of the rains,

9. The tramway is assuming a very prominent place

among the works constructed by the Commissioners,
It proceeds along the river bank and joins the Kastern
Bengal Railway on the northern side of the Chipore
GCanal, and has both a local taffic and a through traffic
from thé wharves and jetties to the railway. During the
year its gross receipts amounted to Rs: 1,84,901, and the
working expenses to Rs, 74,019, léoivinga balance of

Bs. 60,882 available for the payment of charges on’

account of interest and sinking fuud, and for the cost of X

additional works. The returns of traffic show a large
inerease over the results of the two previous years. The
Eastern Bengal Railivay Company have, after a year's
trial, withdrawn from the agreement under. which they
undertook” the superintendence of the line, and this has
reveried to'the Commissioners, e projects lately sub-
mitted by the Commissioners for the cobstraction of addi-
tional sidings and for other works of extension and im-*
Provement have received the sanction of Government,
They appear to have been adopted by the Commissioners
after very careful consideration and consultation with
merchants interested in the tramway,

A
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10.. The accounts of the Strand Bank lands show an
inerense of nearly Rs. 10,000 derived from the rents of
the warchouses and godowns. The total income amount=
ed toRs. 1,52,415 against Rs. 1,43,021 in 1878-79. - The
expenditure was Rs. 83,009 against Rs 91,781, There
was & large reduction under the head of interest caused

+ by the transfer mentioned above,

1L In the Port Proper, or Harbour Master’s Depart-
ment, the receipts amounted to Rs. 5,61,299, and the ex-
penditure to Rs. 8,92,852, as compared with Rs. 5,80,184,
and Rs. 3,98,106 respectively in the previous year. The
net revenue was thus Rs. 1,68,947 against Bs. 1,82,078
in 1878-79.  The receipts from moorin g hire were enhanc-
ed by a payment of Rs. 36,000 on account of Govern- .
ment vessels, which was due for the previous year, The
fees from cargo and passenger-boats also yielded a much
larger amount than was expected. During the year 4,982

boats and 399 p ger-boats were swiveyed Ly

the Commissioners’ Surveyor, and 1,565 passenger-boats,
surveyed before the transfer of the control of these boats
from the Commissioner of Police to the Port Commis-
sioners, were also plying in the port. ‘Altogether 5,281
boats and 5,085 manjhees wére licensed and registered by
the Commissi The receipts 1 to Rs. 47,772,
This income was, however, in excess of what the 4C?m—
missioners required, and the Lieutenant. Governor willing-
ly sanctioned the reduction of the rates proposed by them
after the close of the year, in the interests of ‘the boat-
owners and manjhees.

2." The total number of vessels which entered the port
during the year was 896, of which 442 were steamers, and
454 sailing vessels, There was a decrease of 71 vessels
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as compared with the previous year, but the falling off
in_tonnage was comparatively small, the average size of
the vessels having again increased.  The total gross
tonnaige was 14,15,979 tons agninst 14,30,780 in 1878.79,
* The steamers which came through the Suez Canal wero
136 in number, and their “average tonnage reached the
bigh figure of 2,658 tons. The decrense in' shipping
necessarily caused a reduction in the number of opera-
tions caried out by the Harbour Master’s Department
during the year; but the Lieutenant-Governor notices’
with satisfaction that the percentage of accidents also
showed reduction, He has already had occasion to com-
ment favourably on the improvement which has also taken
place in recent years in the management of vessels by
pilots in the port approaches. .
13. The services of the floating fire-engine were call-
ed into requisition In several serious cases last year. The
most importunt -of these was the explosion at Garden
Reach on board the boats laden with kerosine-oil dis-
charged from thé ship Chalmette, the consequences of
which might have been of the gravest character had not
the tide and wind prevented the burning sheet of oil,
extending some 400 féet across the stream, from drifting
up into the harbour among the shipping, The whole
question of the importation, transport, and- storage of
inflammable oils was fully enquired into and reported ‘on
by the Commi inted in of this acci-

dent, and the matter was submitted to the Government
of India. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe
that a Bill is now before the Supreme Council to regulate
the traffic in these oils. The Commissioners refer in
paragraph 70 of the Report to the proposal which they
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lately submitted to Government for an increase in the fees
charged for the. storage of gunpowder in the Moyapore
Magazine. The orders of Government have lately been
communicated to them. The Lieutenant-Governor has
sanctioned the revised charges for the delivery order and
the godown rent, bub there appeared to him to be no
sufficient grounds for sanctioning the fee of Rs, 5 which
the Commissioners proposed-to levy from each vessel en-
tering the port.

14. . The anchors recovered during the year were 17 in
nuniber, and the chains measured 454 fathoms. With
the addition of the stock on hand, there were42 anchors
and 926 fathoms of chain for disposal. The total disposed
of, by delivery * to the owners or by sale, was 36 anchors
and 822 fathoms of chain, The sum’ realized by sale
amounted to Rs. 8,966. The Harbour Master’s report
shows that the moorings were propeily attended to during
the year, and that their condition is satisfactory. The
dredging operations -of the year do not contrast favourably
with those of the previous year. The number of cubic

" feet dredged was larger, but the amount earned fell off,

cansing'an inerease in the net-cost of dredging and In the
rate per 1,000 cubic feet. This is accounted for, as the
report explains, by the loss of one of ‘the hopper barges,
which collided with a buoy and sank. All the_efforts
made to raise the barge proved unavailing, and she has en-
tirely disappeared beneath the sand. A new barge must
De procured to prevent the entire stoppage of dredging
operations in case the remaining barge is disabled or lost.
15. Opportunity was taken of the passing of the new
Act to amend the provisions of Act V., 1870, in regaid to
the making of bye-laws for the purposes of the Trust, so as
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to remove any doubt of the power of the Commissioners to
enforce the observance of the bye-laws by the public,
Their powersin connection with the working of their
tramway were also enlarged.

16.  The Government agreed during the year to trans-
fer to the Commissioners the Armenian GhAt site and
buildings at a valuation of Rs. 4,05,716.  This amount will
bave to be raised by a loan under the provisions of the new
Act. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts _that the “egotia-
tions between the C and the Municipality for
the removal of the unslightly structure which serves as the
‘pumping-station of the Corporation at Chandpal Ghét will
be brought to a satisfactory termination before long. The’
matter bas been pending for two years,

17. The Bill'to provide for the detention of unsea-
worthy ships, and to introduce various amendments in the
Indian Merchant Shipping Law, which was alluded to in
paragraph 22 of the Resolution on the Jast Teport of the
Commissioners, became  law on the 11th March of the cur-
vent year. It authorizes the local Government to make
over to the Port Commissioners the working of the provi-
sions relating 4o wnsenworthy and wnsafe ships The
report which the Commissioners have submitted on this and
other matters in the Act, which were referred’ to them for
opinion, is under consideration, and orders will be issued as
soon as practicable,

18. The'question of bringing the Port Officer’s Depart-
ment under the control of the Commissioners, and thus
estending their jurisdiotion to the approaches of the port,
has at length reached “its final stage. It was investigated
-and reported or by a Special Committee. during the year,
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and the views of the Lieufenant-Governor on the subject
will be shortly submitted to the Government of Tndin,

19, In conclusion; the- Licutenant-Governor desires to
acknowledge the ability and interest whick the Comumis-
slovers have manifested iu the adminstiation of the affairs
of the Trust during e year. They have in their Vice.
Chaivnan, My, Duff Bruce, an - excontive officer whose
services to the Port are of the greatest value,

PORT OFFICER’S REPORT FOR 1879-30,

RESOLUTION :
READ—

The Annual Report of the Port Officer for 187980,

LiEuTenant Stirre was appointed Port Officer iy the
cowrse of the year, and assumed charge of his duties
from  Lieutenant Warden on the 3th August last.  Liey-
tenant Warden remains attached to the department for

. the present as an Assistant Port Officor,

2 The"Pilot Service covsisted at the end of (he year
of 67 pilots and 22 leadsmen, or a total of g9 officers,
The ‘number of pilots is below the sanctioned strengeh
of the service (70 pilots and 20 leadsmen), but i js at
present quite sufficient for the work of the port. The
casualties of the past year were one death and one dis-
missal among the pilots. Four licensed leadsmen  quali-
fied for pilots, and were admitted to'the male’s grade ;
and eleven leadsmen apprentices appointed sinco 1877
passed their first examination as second mates, of whom
sit have been” posted to pilot bnigs as second officers,
while five continue to ruu as leadsmen, pending the oceur-

vence of vacancies on pilot vesseis. The resul of this
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was creditable fo the lead pprentices,
The Port Officer speaks very favourably of the efficiency
of the Pilot Service as a whole, and« in this opinion the

Tieutenant-Governor fully concurs.  Some important
changes affecting the distripution of work among the
members of the service were canied out during the year.
These changes wore advocated by the majority of the
pilots themselves, and experience has so far shown that
they have been attended with good resulis.  Applica:
tions for pilots were restricted to the pilot who brings
the vessel up, and, failing him, 1o the pilot of the turn ;
it was ruled that speciak pilots should be allowed only to
lines of mail steamers ; that no pilot below the grade of
senior master should run as a special pilot, save on  vessels
of his own -grade and tounage, and that the canction of
Government must be obtained in every case to the employ-
ment of a special pilot 5 and the allotment of tonnage
among the different gredes was revised. The following
scale of tounage was fixed as compared with the scale
previously in force :a—

Tresent Seale, Tormer Seale,
S - Tons, - - “Tons,
Mate Pilots up'to * 800 | Mate Pilots up to v
Junior Master 801—1.300 | Junior Mastus 501-1,175
Senior Masters 801—1,600 | Scnior Masters 801—11300
Branch Pilots over 1,600 | Branch Pilots over 1,300

“The new scale has-been introdnced tentatively, Month-
Iy statements showing the cffect of the change are being
submitted by the Port Officer, and the wholo subject
will be recousiderad after a sufficient period has elapsed.

3. The following statement gives particulars of the
“hipping of the port during the past ten years :—

Comparative statement showing the nwmber of arrivals
und departures of vessels, their tonnage, and the

l
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number of sailing vessels that took: slem during the -
-last ten years from 1870-71 to 1879-50.
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If the two years 1876-77 and 1877-78, during which
there was an abnormal ‘increase of shipping on account
of the large efports of grain to the famine-stricken dis-
triots of Southern Tudia, be lefs out of cousideration,
will be observed from  this statement that the number of

arrivals and departutes ia the past year was the lowess

of any year since 1869-70, while the aggregate tonnage
was the highest, save that for the year 1878-79; and
that the average tonuage of vessels visiting the port has
been steadily increasing since 1869-70, reaching its maxi-
mum (1,584 tons) in the past year, The number of
arrivals in the past year was 896, and of departures 895,
or a total of 1791, Of the former, 442 were steamers
and 454 sailing vessels ; and of the departures, 45+ wera
steamers and 4+l sailing vessels. These figuies do not
include steamers plying to. Chandbally, of which there
were 111 awivals and 112 departures, and native crafi.
Of the steamers that visited the port 183, and of the
sailing vessels 163, drew 21 feet aud upwards, The branch
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pilots piloted on an average 428 vessels each a month,
the ‘masters 2777, and the mates 2-36 vessels,

4. There were 34 groundings of vessels, 31 of which

wete attended with no damage, and ten coliisions, all of
a trifling character,

shipping was 245, The only total loss which oceurred

within the limits of the port was that of the inland |

steamer Chuwnar, which strck the bank and foundered
in Diamond HMarbour Reach in May 1879. The vessel
was not, however, in charge of a pilot, and the port autho-
rities were in no way tesponsible for the casualty. - A
statement appended to the report shows that thete has
been an immense improvement in the matter of accidents-
in the port” approaches in recent years; notwithstanding
the fucrease in the average size of the vessels visiting
the port, Licutenant Stiffe tightly remarks that this speaks
el for the efticiency of the pilots, the Gccuracy of the
furveys, and the management of the port, The Marine
Court for the trial of pilots enquired into three cases
during the year.. Two cases resulted in acquittals, and
one in the dismissal of the pilot, who was convicted of
repeated disobedience of orders, There were also there
departmental enquities. Tn one
ted of blame, in another he was red
for "three months, and in

s the pilot was acquit-
duced to half earnings
the third he was cautioned.
Although-no serions casnalty, save that of the Cliunar;
ocourred  within the limits of the port, the year was mark-
ed by three lamentable disasters close to the port. The
fitst of these was the collision which took place between
the ship Brenhildg and the Biitish India Steam Navi-
gation Company’s steamer Ave on the night of the 31st
May 1879, about 70 miles from the Sundheads, resulting

The percentage of accidents on (he.

in the foundering of thé dwa, with the loss” of 70 lives,
The Court of Luquiry held that the Brenhilda was in
fault, but refraived from instituting procecdings againsy
the Captain for the suspension of his certificate. The
matter was brought by. Government before the High
Court in its Admiralty Jurisdiction, - on chaiges fiamed
against the Second Officer of the Awve, who was the
officer of the watch on that vessel, and the Captain of the
Brenkilda. The former was ncquitted, but the certificate
of the Captain of the Breniiilda was suspended for three
months. The decision was confirmed by. this Govern-
ment. The next occurrence was the stranding and subse-
quent loss of the ship Zady Belhaven on the Argo Flat,
at the mouth of the Haringhatia siver in the Sunderbuns,
ou the 3:d July1879. The crew succeeded in reach-
ing the Hooghly in their boats and were rescued. The
Captain was proved {o have shown carelessness and
incompetence in navigatiug his vessel, .and his certificate
was suspended for twelve months. The third casualty
was the tolal loss of the ship Philosopher, with -twelve
lives and the entire cargo, on the 2th September 1579,
at the mouth ‘of the Davy river on the const of Orissa.
The Court of Enquiry were of opinion that the wreck
was due to an unusually stiong current runving towardg
the Orissa” coast, of the full effects of which the Captain
was mot in a position to judge. He was accordingly
acquitted of blame,

5. The report gives, as usual, a detailed account of the
condition of the channels leading to' the port and of the
wok of the River Survey Department during the year,
It appears that the James and Mary Bar was impassable
for 87 days to vessels drawing 24 feet, for 19 days to




vessels drawing 23 feet, for 12 days to vessels drawing
22 feet, for 6 days to vessels drawing 21 feet, and for on:
day to vessels'drawing 20 feet. The Bellary Bar was also
impassable for 43 days to vessels diawing 24 feet, for 14
days to vessels drawing 23 feet, and for 5 days to vessels
drawing 22 feet, These periods were confined to the neap
tides. ' Three self-registering tidal-gauges have been sanc-
tioned for the Hooghly, to he maintained under the direc-
tion of the Tidal Department of the Survey of Indi
The observatious will doubtless prove of muck advantage
in connection with the navigation of the rivor.

6. The Indin Government steamer Undaunted,
whose services are lent t6 this Govermment as required,
perfouned twenty-one trips to the Saudheads, Mutlah, and
False Point during the year. Ou two oceasions she pro-
ceeded to the wiecks of the Lady Belhaven and the Phi-
losopher to render assistance, The state of the pilot-
brigs, light-ships, and other vessels belonging to the Jocal
Government calls for no remark, The aichor-vessel
Vulown was coudemued during the year, aud auothor
vessel to replace her is under construction in the Govern-
ment Dockyard. The proposal to wse the bull of the
Vuleun as a floating coal hulk for the river survey vessels
at Diamond Harbour, to which the Port, Officer alludes in
his report, has been abandoned, and the hull should noiy
be sold. There being no vessel available for the work, no
anchors or ‘cables were recovered dutiug the year. The
stock of articles previously recovered was, however, sold.
The wmount realized was Rs. 7,788, while the expenditure
for the year was only Rs. 1,692, -

7. The usual inspection of the

refuge-houses on the
sea-face of the Sunderbuus was ¢

arried out, and he stocks
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“of provisions were replenished
visited the Orissa ports
‘were * separately passed. on the
by him,
8. The number of certificates granted to steam-vessels
v surveyed under Acts V. of 1562 and 1. of 1868 wis 143
agaiust 152 in the previous year. In one case (the inland
steamer Bengal), in which a certificate for three months
only was granted, one of the boilers of the vessel burst
shortly before the expiry of the certificate, ‘cansing the
death of twomen. Tn passing orders on the report of
the . Special . Committée appointed to enquire into this
explosion, the Licutenant-Governor has laid down instruc-
tions which should greatly diminish the chance of such
* accidents in future. Fifiy-one vessels were. inspected
under Act VIIL of 1876 (the Native Passenger Ships
Act) during the year. Only two vessels were registered -
under ‘the Iinglish Merchant Shipping Act, and none
under Act X. of 1841, The ‘examination for colonial
certificates to masters, mates, and engineers 1esulted io
~the passing of 11 masters out of 12 candidates, of 2
first mates, 2 second mates, and 2 first-class engineers
out of 3 candidates “in each case, and of 3 sccond-class
engineers out of 5 candidates. For local certificates, ‘ona
miaster passed out of 3 candidates, 7 first mates out of
10 candidates, 12 second mates out of 14 candidates,
1 firstclass engineer out of 8 candidates, 2 second-c
ginéers out of 4 candidates, and 18 eng
of 20 candidates. Examinations were also held for the
first time for the grant of certificates to commanders of
infand steamers, who are now bound to obtain such certi.
fieates under Act V11 (B.C.) of 1879,

Tha Porl Oficer also
and  Obittagong. . Orders

reports  submitted *

ass

drivers out
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0. The only other malters connected with the ad.-

ministration of the port and- jts approaches which call
for notioe are the following. Pilotage was made com-
pubsory in the Tooghly for all vessels of a burthen exceed.
ing 200 tovs, under scotion 38 of Act XII. of ‘1875, from
ths Ist January 1880, Native vessels of less than 500
tons are, for the present, permitted to use native pilots
licéused by the Port Officer, and the Chandbally steaners
are uot requited to ‘employ a pilot, provided their com.
manders liold licenses s steam-tug pilots, Government
has under consideration the orders to be issued for carry-
ing out the provisions of the new Tndian Merchant Ship-
fog Act 'VIL of 1830. The matter .cannot be finally
settled before the receipt of reports.from officers to whom

references have been made, and the framing  of rules

under certain sections by the Government of India, A
-new first-order dioptric light was set up duting the year
ivthe False Poiut Lighthouse, The light has been
exbibited since the Ist Febriary last. - .

10. The Committee appointed in  March 1879 to

enquire into marine expenditure under this Government, *

submitted their report during the past year. The ve-
commendations of the report have been already consider-
ed and disposed of. The Lieutenant-Governor regrets
that they were not of such a nature as to_enable Govern-
ment to effect at once any material reduction of expen-

. diture,
—_—

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.
—

The balance at credit of the Chamber on the
31st October 1880. amounted to Rs. 3,548-3-2,
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. ~ .
exclusive of Rs. 15,000 in 4 per cent. Govern
ment Securities.

'WALTER E. CRUM,
) President,
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Gumny Bags and Guuny Cloth -
1.

decs, Buflalo, or Co, cwred
oofs, Hom Shavings and Tips
Torns, Cow, Buffalo, or Deer
India Rum,c.,... : .

cases |

Indigo”
Tven

Jute
Jute Cuttings
Dyo

Dachinery
Lotals

Molusses
Dother o'Pearl, in bags

hests
Munjee
Mt ot Rapo Seed
Niger Sced
utmegs, i casos or casks

r 4 hhds,

ARTICLES.

Cubic

feet
per Ton,

Nux Vomica

Oats

Oil, in cases
4y casks’

Taluiatine, in boga

Pepper, Long

Piaiks and Doats
Poppy Seed
Putchuck -
ais
Raw Silk, in bales
Rattans for dunnage
Ted Wood, ditto

Dhea

Rico

Rope, in coils .
Lines and Twines i bundlos

T, in cusks -

Saftlower

Sago, in cases

Sal-amoniac, in b.ws

Salipetio

Sapau Wood for dunnage
Sealing Wax, in cases ...
Seed-Tnc, in

gs

Shells, rough, in bags
hell-lac, in cascs
bags
sl cmmum
Vast

o

S\U‘ Piece-Goods

Soap, counbry, iu cases
biags

" bar
Stick Lac, in cases

20 gross.
20

20
20




- Wool ©

ARTICLES. ot b e
on et | Ler Tan,

Sugar e
mllow in oases or c:lsk» e
Tal

1m erinds, i cnses ov e
Lapio
o .
Teel Seed -
Timber, round

1 xnxcd
“minit *
Tobaceo, i’ bales
Tontose & Sicll, n’chests L
Turmeric,

eat;

Hhete’ i\cwln. is mvlr‘ puﬂblc
on \nmsluomm\l, the tengucment be. taken on the Custom Houso
wharh or oflier shipping whart' within n 1adid of 5 miles from
the Oustom House, except in tho euse of Cotion,

the measurement
of which shall be taken at the Screw.] Tiouse,

2. Measurement o be taken at largest part of . iho by

ale,—inside
the Iashiing on one side, and outside on the other,

3. Jute, Jute-cuttings, Hemp, Cotton,

' Safflower, and other ar-
ticl

smuLuIy packed, are screwed in bales vaying from 300 to

The term “dead weight” shall be anderstood to mean the

" Sugar, Satpstre, Ricc, Wheat, Gram, Dhol,
Pans, Linseed, Rapeseed and all Motals,

oW o WOooD,
Scertary,

il
SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGESR

Revised " and adopted by a Special Gencral Mecting of the Bengal
Chawler of Commerce, hold on.the 8tk June 1861,—wilk effsct from
1t Ju °

1. On the sls, purchese, or shipment of Bulion; Gold

Dust o' Coin ... per cent,

2. On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo; -
Raw Sill, Sitk Picce-Goods, Opium, Peals, Pre-
cious Stones, or Jewellery wo

5. On purchasing ditte when fundsare proudl‘d by
the Agent. &,

4, On the sale or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all cases to be charged upon’the -

gross wmount of sales, and in segard 1o, pio-

Ghases wpon botl cgst and clarges T,
5. On roturns for Coi ¥
6. On rctwns of Consignments ifin Lills; Bullion, or -

Treasure . w1,
7. On accepting Bills against Consigntnents e,
8. On the sale or purehase of Ships, Fuotories, Hoes,

Lauds, and all property of & like deseription ... 23,
9, On goods' and trcasure consigned, and all other pro- .

perty of any description xeferred to Ageney for.

sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which

shall afterwads be withdiawn; and on goods

consigned for conditional delivery to others and

so delivered, on invoice amount at 2. per rupee. half com,
10. On makiig advances or procuring loans of moncy

for commercial purposs, when the agmregate

commission daes not exceed 5 per cent. w23 por cent.
11, On ordering, or recciving and delivering goods, or

superintending the fulfilnient of contracts, or on

the shipment of goods, where no other commis-

sion is derived ... w2y,




. i
s
|
|
viit i ix 1
. ! . ) . !
12. On guarantecing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements, \ 22, On effecting Insurances, whether on lives or pro- N
and on becoming scourity for administration of : porty w23 D ) ‘
Lstates, or to Government for the disbursement ! 23, On settling Insurance claims, losses, and averages i
of public money .. S 24 per cent, i “ofull classes, gnd on procuring returhs of pre- n i
13 On deleoredere, or guarantecing the.dus vealization of ) ' { mium . T i
sules - 2%, & « 24, On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating ls.us1 it
4. On the management of Bstates for Exocutors oy of Brchange ... - » i
Admivistrators .., S, . ° 26 On debls or other claims when a process at: law ;
18 On charteriug ships or engaging tonnage for ooy arbitration is incurved in claiming them " |
stituents for vessels o proceed to outports for H Or if recovered by such means ’
loading -, R " r 26, On Bills of Lxchange returned dishonores L
16, On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com- ( 27. On collecting House Rent . o » :
manders of ships for Cabin passengers, on the | 28, On ship’s Disbursements T
© mmount of passage moncy, whether the same g 20 On’ realising Bottomry Bonds, o negotiating any " :
sball pass through the Agent's bands of not RN ! loan on respondentia _ el ERE ,:
17 On'procuring frcight for a ship by a shipping order 30. On grauting Letters of Credit .z,

cutities and I
R R = le or purchiase of Government: Seeufi n i |
or charter,” of on procuring employment for o 31 On snle or e s every it
ship on:'monthly i or afu..g pms) Agents for : Bank or otler Joint  Stock b‘"‘mrl“‘"‘ ‘;“vamf; :

- ? A k3 N urchase fre
ovners, Crptain, or churterers of . vessel; upon j‘ch“t“3°‘w‘izz:.“"”t" ot by "
e . class to

the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive. .. 5 5. Ou delivoring up Government Seounitios and Hauh
or other Joint Stock Shares, on the market value. §

—~

18- On engaging Asiatic Emigrants foraship to the
Mauritivs, the West Tadics, or elsewhere, upon

e e

85, On all amonnts dbited sud credited witkin the yeor. .
the gross amount of emmings . 5 » (less the balance brought ‘bmm‘,‘) “F,o,, “q,l,lch :
‘o 19. On engaging troops for o ship to Great Britain op n0 commission amounting to & per cent. ﬂs i !
il * elsewhere, on the gross amount of passage moriey been charged .. . o
o for vank and file . " . 425" Brokerage wheu paid is to be separafely charged.
! 20. On realising inward freiglht, inward troops, Emigeant, H. W, L WOOD,
| or Cabin passage mony . o .

Secretary,
21 Onlanding and re-shipping

00ds from any vessel
in distress, or on landing 2nd. selling by auction

gemued, on the declaved value of all such goody
28 may be re-shipped, and on tho nett proscay of
all such goods as may be publicly solq

16 Opium, Indigo, Raw Sk, or Silk Piece. Googs

reasure, Precious Stones, or Jewelley y
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CONVERSION OF STERLING FREIGHT
INTO INDIAN CURRENCY.

Zhe follouing Resolutions were alopted af . Gencral Mecting of

the Chamber, held on the 31st May 1876,
—_

“1.. That the Resolition adopted at a Special General Mecting
of tho Chamber of Comumerce, held on th 18th June 1861 i
hereby superseded ; thut the conversion into Tndian Currency of
Sterling, Freight payable in Caleutta on goods from Great Britain

or any port or place where the freight is exprossed in sterling
money shall be made payable by an approved Bank Bill on
demand, or ot the xate for Bank Bills on London payable on
demand, -unless othorwiso stipulated ; that the rate uling at
the close of o mail shall be the rate apjlicable for such purpose

st ensuing ; and that this Resolution shall

during tho week 1

have effect from the st January 1877,”

2. That the words currcat.vate of Fachange shall be held
to mean the rate curront for Bank- Bills on London payable on

demand, unless otherwise stipulated.

"8 That the rate for Bank Bills on Londen payable on do-
mand shall be taken “for reducing sierling into Tndian money in
all eases of commission payable in Caleutta on- effecting charters
for, or at, the ports of Akyab, Bassein, Rangoon, and Moulmein,
for ico or timber ; as well as in all cases of difference of freight,
payablo. at the said ports on re-chaster or xelet of tonnage, wless B}

otherwise stipulated.

- xi

Torms of Bill of Lading and Boat Note as adopted af o
General Msating of the Chamber of Commeree on the 174
Jamiary 1880,

. N O e *
&{@WWCb in good ovder and well conditioned,
oy
iu and upow the good Ship or Vessel called the_
whereof is Master for this present Voyage —

and now lying in the Port of Galcutta and bound for—

being-murked and numbered a in the margin, and to b delivered,
in the like good order aud well conditioned, at the aforesnid Port
of.
(The det of God, the Quacn's Inemics, fire, and adl and every other -
dangors and gecidents of tho Seas, Rivers, and Navigation of whatever

nature and Lind socver exospted)
unto.
or to
being payable a8 customary.

Assigns, Freight for tho said Goods
S {

i

i

Witiess whereof, the Master or
Bills of Luditig, all of

with Average accustomed. )
Agents of the said Ship hath aflirmed to.
this tenor and date, one of which being accomplished, the otkiors to

stand void.
Dated in Cazovrra, this— day of.
Weiglt and Contents unknown.

————— 18
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xii
Caleutia, ...
To 2 .18,
7oy COMJIVAN])ING OFFICER OF 7HE
Ship..... .
Sir,

Please receive on board ¢l
from Messrs, ...

undernoted Goods

except on these terms, an i i
in Ianttendanclg to check the%aﬁlys.o whon a Sirear is
case of any dispute, the. Shi er ’
prompt information i rriti T one st
D eny nforn shilg,n in wntxf:g from one of the

I
Muks | Number | Deseription
and of of-
Numbers. | packages. Goods,

xiii
No. oot .
Caleutta,.. S 5 .

I IR eceibedy on board the ship.......... .
in good order and condition the undermen-

tioned Goods from. Messrs......

N. B—The Chief Cfficer is requested not to take
in any package unless he is prepared to sign for all
the qualifying marks and numbers. .

Al‘} packages in bad order must be returned.

Marks Numfhor Description of

and o
Numbers. | puckages.

Arrived alongside..
Discharged.........
Returned............
Remarks. ...,
(Signature)....

Chief Officer.
Ship
Moorings....

|
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. xiv .

' AND REGULATIONS
MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, ’, RULES g

Atkman, J., Beq., Aeting dgent, har.

ot a o ity | Kevnd o, BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, .

. i{mg, Hamilton and Co, — . dv T
Agelasto, A, and Co, ongmuir, T, Esq,, Aanager, Deiti 5 L tyle a
Apenr and (i o Tonton g,y A . That the Society shall be styled
Anderson, Wright ana (o, Motris. B, Eeq., Agent, Hono-Tong and v 5 Jipst ,.une
Acarboni, F._and Co,

ow-and Co,

ar

”
MERCE.
Skangliai Banking Corporation, Bexean CHAMBER oF COMMERC
- Mackitlican, J., and Co. .

. ¢ ngal }
Begg, Dunlop aud Co. Mackinnon, $ackenzio and Go, That the object and duty of the Beng

Blackha]l, W. . D, £4q., HManager, dyra Mackenzie, Lyall and Co, Second... Th:

Tan: ‘ ty

N watch |
Macncill and Co. Chamber of Commerce shall be to wat
Bum and Co. Macknight, Audesson and Go, | & neral commercial
Bany and Co, clntosh, "4, R., and Gu® o r and protect the geners
Balmer, Lawrio and Co. Motan, W., aud Ga. : over pr esidency of Bengal, and

Cailisles, Nephewsand G, . Oldemeyerand Hadanfolde, interests of the Presidency . Cbl ba s

Canitt and Co, Payn, L Bsq, Manager, Conproir i ) rt of Caleutta ;

Cammbel, T Bt Manager, Nutionas @ Lsconpte dr Fer e v ; specially those of the Pmt“;s .

Bank of India, DPetrocaching Biohers, - ithin i ower

Grooke. Home an (o, Prawnkissen Law and o, H to émploy all means withi P! .

Cohn Brothers and Fuiche, Prestaee, B, dgen, Tustrn Bongar | 1 of evils, the redress of griev-

Duncan Brothers and Co, Railay Company, i the removal of 4 . m-

Dwarkanath Dutt and G, . Pigott Chapman ung Go, d the promotion of the co

Duffus, 1., g, . Ralli Brothers, / ances, an ron few, fo com-

Ede and Hobson, : Leinhold and Co, . ! d; and, with that view, o

Ernsthiausen and Ocsterley, Robert and Charriol, . mon good ; t, public authori-

Ewing and Co. Rentiers and (o, . icate. with Glovernment, pu R

Eliotf, Jobn and o, Schuoder, Smidt and Co, municate.with individuals : to re-

zr, B D. J., Esq, Schocne, Kilburn and o, jes, associations, and ind S5t

Finlay, Muir and G, | Swssoon, David. and Gy ; ties, as P and to arbitrate

Gisborne mnlc Co. Shaw, Finlayson nnti Co, § . ceive references from, a bide by the

Graham and Co, Steel, Octavius, and Co, - s willino abide y
gu]:lﬂlayE?d Co. n Thomas, J., and Co. . between, parties willing :"Oﬂ on niber' N |
ubboy, Llias S., Bsq. Turner, Motriton and Co, N e of the a; H
Hauyer, G., Bag., dgins, Dnmtalban/.! Tamvaco and Co, i judgment and decision ties o shmplify

Corporatim, | Tambaci, Paul and Son, praciice
Henderson, George und Co, Ullmann, irscisiorn and Co, and to.form a code of p 0
Belgers, 1.W. and 0o, Villinson, Captain C. 3., Superinten. ilitate transaction of business :
Herbert, . 1., Fsq., dgiut, Ghaytere ety P § 0. Compayy, and facilitate 5 )

Mercantile Dok~ o7 Lucia, Lwtriﬂ/ll Silson, 11, T, Esq., (Mofussit.) ts,  bankers, ship-owners,

nd Ciina. Whitney, Brothers and co, ¢ . That merchants, ba s y
Hoarc, Miller and Go, | Wiliamson, Sagor nq Go, L d Third.... That 1 hall alone be admissible as -
Huber nd O ‘e Wiscman, Mitchell, Reid ang o, : and brokers shall a
Judine, kinner and o, Yule, Andrew and Co,
Kettlowll, Bullen und G, |

members of the Chamber. .

ndi - admission as mem- ;

X [hat candidates for a ‘
fo th“" b’ir]:L of the Chamber shall be proposed
and seconded by two members, and may

Honorary Member ;
- A Guawiord, Bag, c, 5, fage Collector of Custons,

——




xvii
xvi

y mittee shall be determined by a majority
bo cleoted by the Committee provisiolmlly, of votes of members, such votes being
such election being subject to confirma. | given in voting cards to be issued by the
tion at the next ensuing General I\Ieeting, %ecretm‘\", numbered and  bearing his
signaturé; and no voting card: shall be
received for such purpose umless so au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-

Fifih.

That the subscription of firms and banks
shall be 16 rupées Per mensem, of indivi.
dual members 10 Tupees per mensem,
and of mofussil mq 's 32 1 .
annum, cbers 3 Hipees per dent, from the Presidency for three

Siath...... That any member of the Chamber whose' months, or by del”“'ﬁ“"e' for Turope, O‘i
subscription shall e three months in . by death, shall be fo'rt-hw:th filled up, ﬂ;l)(
arrears: shall cease to be g member, and . the election determined by votes to he
his name shall be removed by the Com- taken as above and de'clared by the
mittee from the list of members aftor one - ‘Committee. All vacancies created as
month’s notice of such default. { above by the absence, departure, or dfmth

of any of the memhers of the Committee

shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee, subject to approval at
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.

Seventh... That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall be managed by a Committec of
not less than five nor more than seven
members, includii]g the President and }
Vice-President, to be elected anl]llaliy ata

@ It s specially vequested  that {)gﬁn‘c a men?ber
General Meeting of the Chamber in the s relurned to serve on the O’oznmlftcf, s nomina«
month of May ; the President, or, in his tor shall have ascertained /Lt? mlhfz{/ness o :zc-
absence, the Vice-President, being ex-offi- cept office in the cvent of lus election by wvoting

cio Chairman of the Conimittee, and in the l cards. T L )
absence of the: President and Vice-Presi- l) * Ninth..... That parties holding powers Of. proc‘umj .
dent, the Committee “to elect its own tion shall, in the absence ‘of their prinei-

B . Chairman. Three to form a quorum, " pals, be cligible to serve as members of

Eighth... Anﬁual elections  of ]?resident, Vice- the Committee.

President, and members of the Com-




xviii

+ Two members of a firm or yo
of a bank shal] not
tee at the same time,

“Lleventh, That the Committee shall meet for the
Purpose of transacting sucly business ag
may come withip the province of {he
Chamber af such times g5 may suit theip
convenience, ahd {hat the rocord of their

Proceedings he open to the inspection of
members, subject to sueh regulations g
the Committee may deem expedint,

Presentativeg

Twelfth, Thay all Proceedings of {pe Committes

be subject 4o approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened,
Thirteenth, That o half-yearly report of the procegd.
ings of the Committee o
printed,  and ciren]
of members three

Drepared,
ated  for information
days previous to the
General Meeting at which such report and
Proceedings of (1,0 Committee shall be
submitted for approval, -
Fowrteenth, That the Sccretm‘y shall e clected
by the Committee; such election to be
. subject to confirmation ab the neyy ensuing
General Meeting, T
Fifteenth. That General

Meetings of the Chamley
shall be held

ab such times as the Cop.

Serve on the Commi-

|
/

xix
i i v the
ittee may consider convenient for
mitt nside
despateh of business. . o ot
r membe <
7 any number o prosent
S”‘w"”u’j ,]Ihlz{‘;m 11;‘:'1(\ o constitute a General Mee
shal )

i Rules
called in conformity with the Rule

ing, the despateh of ordi-

of the Chamber for »
~ ry business. N
nm%h:ﬂ: on the requisition of m(lyl.ﬁlvt;;nn:;
vt £ the Chamber, the Pr esident, ’
_bel's - bécllce the Vice-]?msxden(,u o
C lf‘S . of ’Commih’sce, shall el ! o
Ohmfnlngmeml Meeting, to be held wit] l.llt
Sfl))ecllfi‘vs :u\)seq\leut to receipt of such re
15 daj

uisition. T,
iy That every subscribing ﬁu]n "
Ei.’/“““‘h“ il Lb\, entitled to one vote ql1dy,c:} B,
the One ittee and Chairma
Jhairman of Commil o an pim
ﬂ;e(;‘:f;ﬂ Mectings and Special gellcl;i
enera i o
?\Iéetinn‘s shall have a casting vole in cas
Me RER
i votes. )
{ equality of vo ) . -
; Tllcd parties holding powers of procw
nat pa

" Nineteenth. of their prin-

ration shall, in the absence
; e entitled to vote.

xy shall be allow-
S hm’e in favour of

cipals, .

i ing by p
Puwenticth. That voting ’

fete ed; provided prox
:

mentbers of the Chamb;

G801 to itself
] hamber reserves
D e any of its membors' ;

Puenty-first. e
1 w(,nl,y./“the sight of expolling




xx
stueh expulsion to e decided by the voles
of three-fourths of memberg Present .jn
Dberson or by Proxy at any Special Gene.

Sral Meetgng of the Charabey convened for
the consideration of such expulsion,

Twenty-secong], That strangers Visiting the Presiden-

©oey may be admitted by the Committee
as honox‘a.ry members for 5 period not ex-
ceeding {wo monthg,

Twenty.thipg, That no change in the rules and - ye-
gulations of {34 Chamber ghal] 1 made,
except by the votes of g 'majority of
the membirs of the Chambey Present in
berson or PTOXy at a Special General
Meotipg %0 be held afger Previous notice
of three months, . ST

Caicerry
Primed by Tho. S, S, Gy oo

2 Bentincl: Strcet,”

o

|
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