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Proceedings of the half—yearl}/ General Meeting of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held on
Wednesday, the 31st May 1876.

J. Morison, Esquire, Vice-President,
in the Chair.

Tur CuarrMAN, in opening the meeting said :—
Gentlemen, this usual half-yearly meeting has been
called for the purpose of receiving the Report of our
proceedings for the past six months, the election of
a Committee for the current year, and for any other
business that may be brought forward. As copies
of the Report have been circulated among mem-
bers, I think it may be taken as read. Your
President, Mr. E. C. Morgan, having left this
country in March last, the members of the Cham-
ber were unanimously agreed that there was no
necessity to elect a successor for the short space
of two months ; and, in consequence of that deter-
mination, it is now my duty to present the
Report.

The first subject which appears therein is the
important one of the annual Financial State-
ment. It is very satisfactory to sée how elastic
the revenues continue to be; and but for that
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great sink of money, the Department of Public
Works, we might confidently reckon on a con-
siderable surplus annually.

The Customs revenue, notwithstanding the

remissions of duty under the Tariff Act of last
year, shows a satisfactory increase; and HExcise
gives a large surplus, attributable, doubtless, to
greater vigilance in the collection ; while in nearly.
every other item the healthy state of the re-
venue is thoroughly established. On the other
side of the account, it is evident that an effort is
being made to reduce expenditure ; and it is satis-
factory to have the assurance of the Financial
Member that the outlay on extraordinary Public
Works will be curtailed as far as possible. These
efforts at reduction, however, will not, I hope,
interferc with the opening up of the country by
light railways and canals ; for it is to the increase
of our exports, mainly, that we must look for such
a restoration of the balance of trade in our favour
as will more than counterbalance the effects of the
enormously increased drawings on India by the
Secretary of State.

The one great item on the debit side of the
Budget which more immediately affects us, as
merchants, is the loss by exchange on the Council
Drafts ; and you will see that the subject has
largely engaged the attention of your Committee.

-3

All of us, T presume, must have had painfal ex-
perience of the great losses sustained by trade
during the past four months, caused by the ex-
treme and rapid fluctuations of the exchanges,
and the utter impossibility of making any caleula-
tions on them. This uncertainty, I take it, is.
Jargely attributable to the irresolute policy pursu-
ed by the Secretary of State in financing for his
Home requirements. We have all heard and read
a good deal of nonsense about the Exchange
Banks combining not to pay more than a certain
price for the Council Bills ; but, leaving out of
the question the extreme unlikelihood of any such
combination among competing institutions whose
wants at any one moment vary so much, it seems
to be forgotten that the value of these Bills is
entirely ruled by the price of silver in the London
market.

To me it seems that the Secretary of State does
not stand in the same position as a merchant with
a certain commodity to sell ; for the amount he
has to dispose of is so enormous, and influences
so largely- the general conditions of trade, as to
give him complete command of the money mar-
ket, while he can at any moment stop selling, and
at the same time lock up in the treasuries here
the money that would otherwise pass into circula-
tion, thus creating an artificial scarcity of the
ordinary currency of the country. Having such
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anlimited power, the Secretary of State, in my
opinion, has not the right to rig the money market
for his own gain, and to the loss and ruin of the
tax paying community ; and, yet, in spite of the
urgent remonstrances of the mercantile com-
‘munity, such a course, so marked in its contrast
to the policy of the English Government in its
dealings in a ecrisis with the Bank of England,
has been pursued by him, Even for his own
interests, T look upon his poliey as amistake ; for,
by keeping the Banks and the publie in the dark,
he aggravated the uncertainty, and made it g

matter of the greatest risk to buy silver for re-
mittance.

) The pith of the whole matter is not far to seck,
With the enormous decrease in the value of the
.Bombay cotton crop, and a general depreciation
in nearly every article of Indian production, the
balance of trade, after addin

‘ g the Council Drafts
to the total value of mmports, is against India,

There is, therefore, no margin lefs for the im.
portation of bullion, and hence the excessive
inﬂgence of even a small supply of silver on the
London market,

The cure for the evil, short of a change of stan-
da?'d, will, T fear, be of slow growth, though I
think it will come eventually in the shape ocf in-
creased exports, or decreased imports, or both
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combined. The lower values of Indian produce
in London, caused by over-supplies, will naturally
tend to increase the consumption; and when
trade has been relieved from the incubus of large
stocks and has resumed a healthy tone, the en-
hanced prices which the exporter can give, when
exchange is low, will also tend to increase the
production. On the other hand, the contraction
of credit in England and the unremunecrative
nature of the import trade are gradually, but
surely, bringing about a decrease in the total
value of this branch of business.

" As regards the larger question of a change of
standard, I confess the subject is one on which I
am not prepared to givea very decided opinion ;
but it scems to me that Government is impera-
tively called upon to protect its own currency, and
not to allow India to become the sink of what is
now a comparatively debased metal. There is a
Committee of the House of Commons now con-
sidering the question of the production of silver,
and if their report shows, what I think there is
no doubt it will, that there is no limit to the
quantity which can be produced, then the sooner
the problem of a gold standard is faced the better,
and the less will be the loss to the country by
such a conversion. The probable cost of. that
conversion is a very difficult point, and opinions
thereon differ greatly ; but the example of Hol-
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land seems to point to the conclusion that it m
not be so very costly after all, and that it can be
done without much of a jar to trade,

The advantages which Indja possesses for a
change of standard seem to me to be these—that
the transactions of the country, though in the
aggregate very large, are individually small, and
not suited for gold coins ; and that, with the con-
servative habits of the people and their dislike for
change, the rupee would remain the principal
medium for daily transactions, the limit of the
legal tender being fixed at a high figure. I am
open to convietion on the point, but it seems to
me that there isno special virtue in fixing the
limit of tender for token money at a low figure,
such as 40s. in England. The Government taking
the coining of rupees entirely into its own h:md:,
and keeping them up at their present weight and
standard of purity, they would continue to be, ag
heretofore, the principal medium for internal com-
merce ; while the gold coin would rule the foreion
exchanges, and keep them steady. The knO:\'«
ledge that Government had o certain supply of

‘gold coins in hand, which they were prepared to
exchange for rupees at a certain rate, would of itself
tend to stop any demand for them, as the Banks,
no longer able to import silver, would find it suif;

 their purposes best to draw ab neay

1y the equiva-
lent value of the gold coin in E v eduiva

ngland, and go pro-

ay
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vide the means of remittance. I quite admit
that these are crude ideas, and that I may be
mistaken in my views; but, so far, I have not
heard any arguments against them which had
much weight to my mind.

The next subject I have to refer to is the much
debated one of the duties on imported cotton
goods ; and you will see from the correspondence
that your Committee have given forth no uncer-
tain sound on this matter.

Manchester has been accused of selfishness and
of adesire that India should be ruled for her bene-
fit. We have had the duty of the Indian Govern-
ment to nourish an infant industry, and to protect
India from the rapacity of Lancashire, unceasingly
dinned into our ears. Through all this clamour,
it seems to be forgotten that Manchester is not
asking for any benefit to herself, or demanding
anything which will increase the sale of her pro-
ductions at the expense of other people. All that
she wants is to be allowed to compete on equal
terms with the local mills, and, in opposing that
demand, local agitators seem to forget the first
principles of free trade; for in advocating pro-
tection they are only putting the case of the local
manufacturers, to the exclusion of that of the
consumer. At present, the duty merely helps to
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swell the profils of the local mills, and comes in
reality out of the pockets of the Indian public.

The talk, too, of helping an infant industry is
childish in the extreme ; for if that infant industry
cannot compete with Manchester alone, how is it
likely to flourish when, in an adult state, the local
mills have, in addition, to compete with each other.

The figures given in the Committee’s letter of
the 13th instant show how formidable is the com-
petition with which imported yarns have to con-
tend ; and I have since learned that our figures are
under the mark, there being over one million of

spindles at work in the Bombay presidency,

which, at 50lbs. per spindle per annum, would
give 50,000,000lbs. production, against a total
import of less than half that quantity. I trust
that such a reasonable request as we have pre-
ferred will not be refused us by a Government
pledged to the abolition of all import duties on
cotton goods. The Committee would hbe glad to
see such an abolition ; but, as the country can
hardly afford the velief all at once, we felt that
a gradual process would be most suitable, and we
consequently took up the article which feels the
competition most keenly, and when there would
be no difficulty in making the change. At the
same time, I contend that all our imports are

9

suffering, especially the lower qualities of grey
goods, and that we must not rest until the whole
of the trade is relieved.

T would take this opportunity of referring to
an impression prevailing extensivel y among those
not personally acquainted with the Manchester
trade, and which has been maliciously fostered by
interested parties, that the cotton goods of Lan-
cashire are all heavily weighted with deleterious
substances. That belief I utterly repudiate. If
a buyer wants an honest cloth, Le can get it by
paying the price for it ; if he wants a filled cloth,
it is there for him to buy at the lower price ; but
there is no attempt at concealment, nor can there

be any, as the most ignorant can sce at a glance
the difference.

On the subject of the Tariff Act of last year,
it cannot but be gratifying to the Chamber that
the position the Committee took up regarding the
passing of the Act at Simla, and the levying an
import duty on long stapled cotton, has been so
emphatically endorsed by the Secretary of State ;
and we may now hope that such hole and corner
legislation will not be again resorted to.

On the subject of the New Telegraph Rules
I think we have great cause of complaint. -Not
only were we left in the dark as to what changes

Q9
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were intended, but we had been led to believe
that figures would be preferred to words ; and,
under thab impression, a great many figure codes
were drawnup at great trouble and expense, both
of which are now lost, as the 50 per cent. extra
charged on them is practically prohibitory. Then,
the limiting the length of words to 10 letters
necessitated an entire overhauling of all the word
codes. Changes in such an important means of
communication should not be made without con-
sulting those whose business forms the greater
part of the work done; and we might, at least,
have expected that the Indian representative, at
whose instance all the changes were made, would
have told us what he proposed to do, in time for
us to communicate our opinions thereon to Go-
vernment. The Director General’s assumption
that all the codes are made in England is not war-
ranted by facts, and he forgets that, even if they
were, communications have to pass to and fro
about any proposed alterations before they can be
used. 1 understand also that it was proposed at
the conference, and nearly carried, that no code
words would be allowed at all, and that all mes-
sages would have to be written in ordinary collo-
quial language. Such a change would be equiva-
lent to abolishing the Penny Post in England,
and substituting a six-penny one, and I leave you
to guess what would have been the result.

it

I would greatly deprecate the spirit of antago-
nism which runs through all the communications
of the Director General to those who are the best
friends of the Department, and I ventwre to as-
sert that a liberal policy would redound to the
advantage of every one, and to increased 1ece1pts
at the '[‘clema,ph Office.

On the question of Marine Surveys the Com-
mittee have nothing satisfactory to report. The
matber remains in abeyance, pending the consoli-
dation and amendment of the Merchant Seamen’s
Act; and & communication from the Chamber
wging immediate legislation has met with no
response. Looking to the importance of the sub-
ject, this reticence is greatly to be regretted, more
especially as there seems to be no immediate con-
nection between a marine surveyor and a mer-
chant seaman, or why legislation for the one
should wait for legislation for the other. Having
so competent an authorily as. the Port Commis-
sioners willing to undertake the duty, there was
no reason why surveyors should not have been
placed under them.

Regarding the proposed Merchant Seamen’s
Act itself, it is another instance of the recklessness
of amateur legislation ; and the Committee, while
offering their opinion on the various sections, felt
constrained to record their belief that there was
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no need for legislation at all, and that the Mer-
chant Shipping Act of 1854 was sufficient for all
practical purposes.

To me it seems as if the sole object of the pro-
posed legislation were to get rid of the loaferism
which is now such a crying evil, at the expense
of the shipping. Now, although it is quite right
that seamen who have been shipwrecked, dis-

charged, or left behind, or what is commonly call- -

ed distressed secamen, should be properly cared
for, and a homeward passage provided for them ;
yet that ships should be bound to take any desti-
tute Turopean, who by hook or by crook got a
certificate that he was a distressed seaman, is car-
rying the liberality of Government, at the ex-
pense of other people, rather too far. Then, the
provision to fine or imprison the agent of a ship
if he does not give notice of the desertion of a
seaman, within-48 hours thereof, is absurd ; for he
has nothing to do with the crew, and the captain
would be the first to resent any interference of
bis with the men. Equally opposed to common
sense is clause No. 8, which holds out a direct
premium to insubordination among the seamen,
by offering” them the chance of getting home as
passengers ab the expense of their late ship, if
they only make themselves obnoxious enough
to their captain.

13

With these few remarks, I beg to propose that
the Report be adopted.

Mr. J. C. Murray seconded the Resolution,
which was put, and carried unanimously.

The Cuarrmax then called attention to a pro-
position which bad already been submitted to
members in the Committee’s circular of 17th
January last, and which he hoped would now be
accepted by the Meeting. The Committee had
recommended that, for the purpose of converting
sterling freight payable in Calcutta, the rate of
2 shillings per rupee, which had been adopted
some 15 years ago, should be altered to a rate in
conformity with the established fall in exchange :
and a large majority of members were of opinion
that the proposition should be adopted. He
therefore submitted the following resolution :—
“That the resolution adopted at a special General
Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce held on
the 18th June 1861, is hereby superseded;
that the conversion into Indian currency of
sterling freight payable in Caleutta on goods
from Great Britain or any port or place where
the freight is expressed in sterling money shall
be made payable by an approved Bank Bill on

- demand, or at the rate for Bank Bills on London

payable on demand, unless otherwise stipulated ;
that the rate ruling at the close of a mail shall
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be the rate applicable for such purpose during
the week next ensuing ; and that this resolution
shall have effect from the 1st January 1877.”

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Macfie
and carried.

The Cuarryan said there was another resolu-
tion in connection with the previous one, which
he would put. Tt was “that the words current
rate of Bachange shall be held to mean the rate
current for Bank Bills on London payable on de-
mand, unless otherwise stipulated.”

The resolution was seconded by Mr. H. B. H.
Turner, and carried. -

The Cuarryax said that, in connection with the
same subject, there was yet another resolution
necessary, with reference to the coast trade which
had been dealt with by the Chamber in 1862.
The resolution was as follows : —“ That the rate
for Bank Bills on TLondon payable on demand
shall be taken for reducing sterling into Indian
money in all cases of commission payable in Cal-
cutta on effecting charters for, or at, the ports of
Akyab, Bassein, Rangoon, and Moulmein for rice
or timber ; as well as in all cases of difference of
freight payable at the said ports on re-charter or
relet of tonnage ; unless otherwise stipulated.”
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The resolation was seconded by Mr. J. C. Mur-
ray, and carried.

On the motion of the Chairman scconded by
Mr. Turner, Messrs. Burn & Co., were elected
members of the Chamber.

The result of the election of office bearers for
the current year was then declared by the scruti-
neers :—Mr. J. C. Mwray, President ; Mr. J.
Morison, Vice-President ; Messrs. J. A. Ander--
son, W. Craik, D. Mackinnon, S. A. Micrulachi,
and . B. H. Turner, Members of Committee.™

Mr. Mwray returned thanks for the honor
done him .in being elected President of the
Chamber a third time.

Mr. H. H. Surneriasp said that, before the
meeting closed, he desired to offer a vote of thanks
to the Vice-President and the members of the
retiring Committee, and he was sure they all de-
sired to include in the vote their late President,
though he was not here with them during the
whole of the year ; for they all knew the zeal and
good judgment which Mr, Morgan and the mem-

* Mr. W. Craik being unable to serve, Mr. J. Nicol
Fleming has been elected as a member of the Committee.
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bers of the Committee brought to bear upon their
duties, and the admirable report they had just
adopted was excellent evidence of the labors of
the Committee during the past year.

Mr. Murray seconded the resolution, which
was put and carried with acclamation,

The meeting then broke up.

. W. I. WOOD,
Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Report of the Committee for the half-year
ended 30th April 1876,

Tor Committee have the pleasure to submit their
Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the past
half-year.

THE BUDGET FOR 1876-77.

The annual financial statement was published
on the 81st March, and thé most important in-
formation and couclusions are given in the follow-
ing extract :—

Llor 1874-75 the regular estimate shewed an
ewpected surplus of £1,889,000 ; the actual amount
shews o surplus of £2,556,990.

For 1875-76 we last year estimated for a sur-
plus of £506,000 : we now ewpect the surplus
under the regular estimate to be £1,903,000.

The above figures are cuclusive of copenditure
on the fumine and on reproductive works.




2

In the budget of 1876-77 we estimate for an
income of £50,480,000 ; and for an expenditure of
£50,336,000 ; thus providing jor a surplus of
£144,000.

The cost of the famine—aggregating 65 mil-
lions sterling—having been discharged in full, that
item of expenditure, which has pressed so heavi-
ly on the resources of the country for the
last 3 years, disappears from this year’s budget ;
but the reproductive public works already in
course of construction and completion involve
an enormous outlay, estimated at 14 millions
sterling, and to provide for this year’s portion of
that expenditure 3 millions will be required ; of
that amount £360,000 will be borrowed in India
and the remainder in England.

By that operation, which only moderately in-
creases the imperial debt, the necessity for fresh
taxation has been obviated for the present.

The Finance Minister closes his review of esti-
mated dncome for 1876-77 with the following
encouraging remarks :—“ As most of the improve-
ment is the outcome of a progressive advance
in the leading branches of the revenue, it may be
safely concluded that the sources of imperial in-
come - are i sound condition, and indeed that
they mever gave better promise of prosperity.”

a
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And with reference to estimated ewpenditure
he remarks that, ¢ apart from the question of ex-
change, the estimates are wpon the whole not less
satisfactory than those of the revenue.”

This authoritative declaration is of the high-
est value, for on a continued progressive ad-
vance of the revenue and a safe and satisfactory
condition of the finances depends this country’s
ability to cope successfully with a difficulty which
threatens results of the gravest character.

That difficulty has been created by the unpre-
cedented fall in the value of silver which has
taken place within the last few months, the ef-
fects of which on the general commerce of the
country and on the financial position of Govern-
ment, which has to provide 15 millions sterling
for its Home charges, are most disastrous and
embarrassing ; and the apprehension that a still

_ further depreciation will follow tends to intensify

the disturbing influences which are already in-
flicting heavy losses on public and private in-
terests.

The following paragraph from the Budget
Statement is here reproduced in order to record
the view taken by Government of this most se-
rious and perplexing matter.
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The sudden depreciation of silver, and the con-
sequent enhancement of charge to the Government
of India in laying down yearly the sum required
in Ingland of about Fifteen millions sterling,
without doubt cast a grave shadow on the future.
In truth, it may be said that the danger, from
whatever point of view considered, is the gravest
which has yet threatened the finances of Indic.
Tar, famine, and drought have often inflicted
losses on the ITachequer jfur greater than (he
charge which threatens us in the present year.
But such calamities pass away ; the loss is known
and limited ; and when it has been provided for,
the finances again stand on sure and stable
ground. This is notl the case with the present
cause of anwiely. Ils immediute effects are se-
rious enough, as has been already shewn. DBul
that whicl adds significance to it is that the end
cannot be seen ; the future is involved in wuncer-
tainty. It may be that in the course of time the
difficulty will be lessened or removed ; it may be
that the depreciation will tinue, and invol
the Government of Tndic in embarrassments more
serious even than those it now contemplates. Tt
would at the present moment be unwise {o speci-
late on etther of these allernatives.

5

Foroign Exchanges and tho Mo;wy Warlot.

The all important subject of the foreign ex-
changes and the condition of the money market
has engaged the attention of your Committee,
and their correspondence with Government is
given below. They regret that the proposal to
appoint a local Committee to inquire into these
questions as not accepted, as they think great
good might have resulted from their deliber-
ations : at least some assistance might have
been rendered to the Committee of the House
of Commons who are now investigating the
matter.  The subject itself is no doubt one
of great difficulty, and the utmost care will have
to be taken to guard the public against any vio-
lent changes.  "When the Committee of the House
of Commons have issued their report, it is to be
hoped that Government will see their way to some
definite policy, but in the meantime the least that

-could have been done with justice to those whose

operations are so dependent upon the exchanges,
was to have a declaration from the Secretary of
State fixing a minimum for the Council Drafts, or
that he would sell them at market price. The
irresolution and want of policy shown by the Se-
cretary of State have made the operations of
bankers and merchants matters of pure chanco,
and your Committee therefore regret that their
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urgent appeal to Government has led to no result
and that the present uusettled and unsatisfactory b
state of the money market promises to be conti-
nued indefinitely.

DEPRECIATION OF SILVER.

TFrom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Indic.

Calcutta, 4th April 1876.

The Commitlec of the Chamber of Commerce desire v

me to address you regarding the very serious decline

which has lately taken place in the price of silver and

the depreciation in the sterling value of the Rupee which !
has consequently followed.

Owing to the very great uncertainty which exists as to
the future value of silver, trade, in many of its depart-
ments, is prejudicially affected ; and as the present state
of matters must also prove most embarrassing to the
country at large, the Commitlee venture to think that
some decided action on the part of the Government is
called for. .

Should there be reason to helieve that the decline in
the price of silver is merely temporary and the result
of exceptional causes, the Committee are of opinion that
the difficulty might be successfully met by the Govern-

~ment financing, for a time, by slerling loans for their
Home requirements.

Should there be reason, however, to fear that the de-
preciation arises from causes of a ' v -
1 of a permanent character,

7

“and that the evil is likely to increase, then, as it seems to
the Commitiee, the Government must be prepared to pro-
teet the currency of the couniry against a continuing de-
preciation of the metal of which it is composed.

The Committee respectfully suggest that, in view of
the very great importance of this question both to the
State and to private interests, the Government should
appoint a Commission consisting of members of the Fi-
nancial Department and also of Turopean and Native
bankers arid mercantile men, as they believe that much
@ood may arise from an interchange of opinions as to the
steps it is most desirable to take in this most scrious
CIisIs.

The Committee would further take the liberty of asking
that the Government should give the mercantile com-
munity the very carliest information possiblo regarding
any action they may take in order that private interests
may be affected as little as possible by the policy pursued.

The gravity of the crisis and the probable embarrass-
ments that may avise therefrom are frankly admitted in
the brief paragraph of the Financial Budget just publish-
ed, but no remedial measures are proposed and no policy
is disclosed with the view to avert disastrous vesults to
the finances of the State and the commercial and social
circumstances of the country; and therefore the Com-
mitiee are constrained to apply to IHis Lxcellency the
Governor General in Conneil for the prompt appointment
of a local Commission to take into

ation a subject

that presses so urgently for immediate investigation and
for the discovery of means adequate to meet and over-
come the difficultics of a most critical position.
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No. 2074.

Trom Govt, of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Tinaneial Department.

T am dirveeted by His Excellency the Viceroy and Go-
vernor General in Council to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter dated 4th April, suggesting, on behalf of the
Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, that
the Government should appoint a Commission consisting
of members of the Financial Department and also of Tu-
ropean and Native bankers and mercantile men, to en-
quire what steps it is most desivable for the Government
to take in consequence of the very serious decline which
has lately taken place in the price of silver and the de-
preciation in the sterling value of the Rupee which has
followed thereon.

2nd.—The Committee will have observed from the Ti-
nancial Statement of the Hon'ble Sir William Muir, that
the Governor General in Council regards with much con-
cern tho phenomena to which the Committee now invite
his special attention.  His Excellency in Council is aware
that the present dnpfecintion of silver must be a source of
“as great anxiety to those interested in the forcign trade of
India as it is to the Government itself.

3rd.—But it is not. apparent that there are any special
facilities in India for the investigation of the causes and
probable results of the fall in the price of silver, and inas-
much as the House of Commons has appointed a Select,
Committee “to consider and report upon the causes of
“the depreciation of the price of silver and the cffects of
“such depreciation upon {he Lxchange between India

Y
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“ and England,” the Governor General in'|Council thinks
that there is mo present necessity for the measure wheih
you recommend.

The Secretary of State’s Drafts on India.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.

Caleutta, 19t April 1876.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to submit the following representation for the consi-
deration of the Right Hon’ble the Governor General
in Council ; and as their reference involves issues of the
greatest moment to commercial interests the Committee
respectfully request that it may receive the ecarliest
attention His Excellency may find it convenient to devote
to the subject. ’

The condition of the money market is such as to ocea-
sion the gravest apprehensions, and the recent rapid ad-
vances in the rates charged by local banks for ordinary
business accommodation indicate not only extreme
stringency and pressure, but also a comparatively insuffi-
cient supply of means to satisfy the cwrrent demands of
the general trade of the country.

In the judgment of the Committee that condition is
mainly attributable to the suspension of the usual bi-
monthly drawings on the Indian treasuries 5 and the wn-
certainty of the financial measures that may be adopted
by the Sccretary of State intensifies the mischievous

effects which have already resulted from the depreciated
value of silver.

B
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The system under which the Seerctary of Slate is
furnished with funds to mect the Home charges of the
Government of India has been the well understood
basis on which a large portion of the imperial expendi-
ture is provided, and on which the banking and mercan-
tile establishments comnccted with the Rastern trade

" depend, in a great measure, for their periodical romit-
tances to this country.

Any material departure, therefore, from such a system
obviously involves sexious obstacles to the business opera-
tions of bankers and merchants, whose financial arrange-
ments are thereby disturbed to such a degree as may
oceasion very embarrassing consequences.

The uncertainty which attends the action of the Sce-
rotary of Btate in respect of his roquirements forbids
caleulations being made with any degree of, safety, ob-
structs the ordinary course of business, and creates in-
caleulable mischief to all interests.

In the Budget Statement the Financial Member estimat-
ed that the drafts on India would realize only 1-81, and that
evenalower rate might have to be accepted, therei)y leading
the public to believe that at such figures the Secrotary of
State would sell his Bills, Acting on such belief the Fx-
change Banks took no measures for the purchase of silver or
other remittances, though their wants
instead however of adopting the Budget rate, the Secre:
tavy of State arbitrarily adheres to a higher eyl
causing thereby greater stringency than ever,

WOre so pressing ;
ange,

To some extent, no doubt, the suspension of 3 Jone
continued practice has been justified by exeeptional ci:

i1

cumstances ; but it appears to the Committee that the
unfavorable conditions under which the Sceretary of
State must negotiate his drafts on India cannot be im-
proved by a temporising policy, and that it is due to those
who have hitherto enabled him to finance with ease and fa~
cility, and to the merchants of India whose operations con-
tribute a considerable share of the public revenue, that
they should be protected by the immediate declaration of
a definite purpose, and freed from an irresolute and flue-
tuating procedure.

The insufficiency of money is creating severe distress,
the extent and duration of which may not be measured
unless relief be promptly afforded by the resumption of
Council Bills, or by the Government of India releasing
its treasury balances to an' extent commensurate with the
absolute requirements of commerce which would have
been otherwise satisfied had the ordinary means of sup-
plying them not been withheld,

Lrom Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Fort William, 22nd April 1876,

Tinancial Depas tment. .
T have the honor by direction of His Ixcellency the
Governor General in Council to acknowledge receipt of

- your letter of the 19th instant.

2. Since your Iotter was written information has been
received by telegraph of the allotment of Rs. 50,00,000
on the Caleutta and Bombay treasuries ; the greater part
of this amount has already been paid under advice by
telegraph and this circumstance caunot fail to have sen-
sibly aflected the position for the better.
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3. With reference to the suggestion of the Chamber of
Commerce that the Government should “release its
treasury balances,” I am desired to point out that the Go-
vernment has steadily maintained a large balanee with the
Bank of Bengal. ’

4. The last statement of the affairs of the Bank pub-
lished in the Caleutta Gazette is for the weel ending
the 18th April, on which date the treasury balances held
by the Bank of Bengal amounted to Rs, 3,60,69,878-7.

5. That this large amount was actively employed by
the bank and thus enabled the bank to maintain a lowor
scale of charges than would otherwise have been neces-
sary, may he inferred from the total amount of cash ba-
lance on the same date which was Rs. 2,61,38,329-4-6.

6. Alarge balance has also been maintained by the
Government of India at Bombay, where the positl:on is
not materially different from that ohservable jn Calcutta,
and at both places bullion tendered for coinage has been
paid for out of the treasury Dalances, in anticipation of
the time required for coining it.

7.. Tam authorised {o acquaint you that since the 13th
April a cash payment of R, 10,00,000 has been made to
vthc Government, Account with the Bank of Bengal from
]Rcvcm'\e lrc;vnsurics in Bengal, and {hat dil'ccti;ns have
been give " a further similar

given for a further similar bayment of Rs. 30,00,000.

8. Yourletter will he fory:

arded for the informat; g
the Most Hon'ble the Seerctar " (omation of

v of State for India,
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Trom Chamber of Commerce to Govl. of India.
Calcutia, 25th April 1876.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to express their obligations to the Right IHon’ble
the Governor General in Council for the immediate reply
His Excellency was pleased {o give to their representation
of the 19th instant.

The announcement that the greater part of the 50 lacs
drawn last week on the Calcutta and Bombay treasuries
had already been paid under advice by telegraph, and
that the resources of the Bank of Bengal had been and
would be largely aided by the Government, has becn re-
ceived with much satisfaction, since by these measures the
money market will unquestionably be much improved and
the difficulties which surround its position greatly dimi-
nished.

But the pressure, though {hus abated, cannot be consi-
dered as removed until either a continued resumﬁtion of
the system of bi-monthly hills on India, to which the trade
of India has heen accustomed, takes place, or wuntil a
settled policy on the part of the Secretary of State enables
the Banks with safety to resume shipments of silver; and
with that view and in the hope that Her Majesty’s Secretary
of State may be moved {o declare his financial arrangements
for the future, the Commitice venture respectfully to re-
quest that His Bxcellency the Governor General in Coun-
cil will communicate by telegraph the expediency of ob-
taining, by same channel, an absolute declaration on this
most important point.
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From Govt. of Indialo Chamber of Commerce.
Simla, 2nd May 1876,

T am directed by His Excellency the Governor General
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
25th April, and in reply to request that you will inform
the Committec of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that
it has been ascertained that Her Majesty’s Seeretary of
State for India in Council does not think it convenient to
aunounce to the public his financial arrangements in
respect of the future more definitely than he has recently
done.

A copy of this correspondence will be forwarded to Her
Majesty’s Secretary of State, .

Import Duties on Cotton Goods and Yarn.

The important subject of import duties on cotton
goods and yarn has been taken up by your Com-
mittee and a communication was made to Govern-
ment offering the services of merchants engaged
in the trade to arrange a plan for their gradual
abolition. The offer, however, has not been ac-
cepted, but the Committee have folg that it was
too important a subject to be allowed 4o drop.
They have, thevefore, again addressed Govern-
ment proposing, as a first instalment of relief, -
that the duties on imported Yarns should be done
away with altogether. There can beno doubt that
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these are acting emphatically as a protection to
local spun yarns, for in spite of a large decrease
in the import of English yarns prices have steadi-
ly declined, and it is known as a fact that in dis-
tricts where up till lately imported 40s were al-
most exelusively used, Bombay and local spinnings
of 20s have taken their place.

From Chamber of Commerce to Gouvt. of India.
Caleutta, 29th February 1876.

With reference to the telegraphic announcement on the
26th instant that the Government of India had been in-
strueted by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State to prepare
the way for the gradual abolition of the present import
duties on manufactured cotton goods and yarns and also
to fix period for their final entire abolition, the Committee
of the Chamber of Commerce believe that, under the cir-
cumstances, the Government may desive to avail them-
selves of the knowledge and experience possessed by mer-
cantile men on the subject with the view to arranging the
plan by which a gradual abolition of the duties may be

best attained, and specially to desire detailed information .

regarding thosc articles upon which an entire removal of
the duty is peremptorily and immediately called for.

The Committee therefore tender their services in these
respects; and if the Governor General in Council is
pleased to accept the assistance they are willing to render,
they will be prepared to lay before His Excellency such
information in regard to trade in manufactured cotton
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goods and yarn as may be useful in enabling the Govern-
ment to carry out the recommendation of the Home
authorities.

L'rom Govl. of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Fort William, Sth March 1876,

Tinancial Department.

T am dirccted by the Governor General in Council to
acknowledge the reccipt of your letter dated 29th Febru-
ary 1876, and to request that you will convey to the Com-
mittee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the thanks
of His Excellency in Council for their offer to assist the
Government of, Tndia in devising measures for the remo-
val of the present import duty on manufactures of cotton
goods and yarns.

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Govt, India.

Calcutta, 13¢h May 1876.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
read with satisfaction the various speeches made by Her
Majesty’s Secretary of State on the question of the im-
port duties on British manufactured cob
yam, and they h
on the san
Viceroy.

ton goods and
ave also noted with interest the views
ie subject expressed by Mis Lxcellency the

The Committee look forway

d to the ti
duties will be entirel ime when those

Yy removed, but they I

: L c ) ave hereto-
fore abstained from pressing the mat ter, so

long as the

iy
expenditure on Extraordinary Public Works more than
counterbalanced the surpluses in the ordinary Budgete.
The last Budget however shewed very satisfactorily how
elastic the revenues continue to be, and with the promise
by the Financial Member that the expenditure on x-
traordinary Public Works would be curtailed as far as
possible, and that a strict watchfulness would be exers
cised on the Department of Public: Works generally, the
Comiittee venture to anticipate a very prosperous state-
ment at the end of the current financial year.

Under these circumstances and looking to the promise
of the Secretary of State that the import duties would
be removed as soon as the country could afford if, the
Commitice think the time has come when some measure
of relief should be given to a trade which is heavily
weighted with those charges.

The dutics on cotton yarns are most, onerous and fornt
emphatically a protection to local spinnings, for it is
found that local made yarns are gradually and surely dis-
placing those imported, the sale of which is becoming
daily more difficult to effect. This is not owing to any
inherent superiority in the former—indeed the latter are
admitted to have fully maintained their good name—Dhut
to the price at which local spinnings can be sold to o
profit, —prices with which imported yarns, burdened with
a duty, cannot compele,

To illustrate the serious mature of the competition
with which the laiter have to contend the following
figures are submitted :—

In Bombay there are now 672,000
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spindles ab work which are estimated

to produce yearly co o 33,415,8001h,.
In Caleutta there are 60,000 spin-
dles which produce yearly 3,738,900 ,,

Total ...  87,154,7001b.

The export of Mule Twist from
England for 1873 was for Caleutta... 9,985,9961b.
Bombay ... 4,120,455
Madras ...

or a total of e 22,847,996,

which shows that the production of local yarns is more

than 50 per cent, greater than the total import from
England.

To prove further to His Excellency the Viceroy how
very seriously the large outturn of yarn now spun in the
Bombay mills, as shewn by the above figures, is inter-
fering with the imports into Caleutta of English spin-
nings, the Committee would draw abiention to the fact
that up to date of the present year 844,5001b. of native
spun yarn has been_ received into Caleutta by steamer
from Bombay ; whereas duwring the same period of last
year the amount received was only 209,500Ib. These
imports consisted, it is true, entirely of No, 20, but to
show that in consequence of their relaf
have to a large extent taken the place of Lnglish spun
40s. (which is the count of yarn prineipally imported
from England), the Committes would point to the fact
thab whereas the imports of Inglish spun 40s. for the
first 4 months of 1875 reached o tofa] of 3,600,0001h.
they have this year fallen to 2,166, 500 Ib, for the same

tive cheapness they
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period, with, ab the same time, a decidedly lower range
of prices now ruling.

The Committee need scarcely point out to IHis Ex-
cellency that but for this competition against which
English yarn has now to contend, a much higher range
of prices would have followed so great a falling off in
imports.

The duty in 1875 on all imported twist amounted, in
vound numbers, to 8F lacs, and as a first instalment of
relief' the amount is not large.

The Committec therefore confidently anticipate a fa-
vorable consideration of the matter,

In approaching His Excellency on this subject the
Committee are conscious that there are many technical
questions involved which it is difficult clear]y to explain
by letter, and they should have been glad had the Go~
vernment availed themselves of the assistance offered by
the Committee in their letter of 29¢h February last, as
they believe that the statistics and samples of cloth
which those intimately acquainted with the trade could
have placed before the Government, would have been of
much use in making them understand clearly the effect
of the duty now levied on English manufactures. They
desire, however, very carnestly to impress upon the
Goverument the unguestionable fact that not only as re-
gards yarn, with which article this letter chiefly deals,
but also as regards the large staple trade of tho coun try,
the duty which is levied on English imported fabrics is
every day acting more and more as a protection to the
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local manufactures, and that unless carly relief is pro-

- mised importers will be compelled to restrict their opera-

tions within much smaller compass than they now do.
Up to the present, they have relied upon the assurance of
the Secretary of State that the Government would not
pursue a protective policy, and the Committee trust that
Iis Excellency may, in addition to the immediate relief
now asked for, be able to fix a period for the total aboli-
tion of these duties.

CEuE ¢usTon "F AC

< T IS TARIFF ACT OF 1875,

The Chamber’s Report for the last half-year
placed members fully in possession of the Com-
mittee’s representations to the Government of Tndia
regarding the Customs Tariff Act of Jast year ; and
as that legislative measure has given rise to com-
munications of greatest interest and importance
between the Secretary of State and the Supreme
Government, the Committee have reproduced
them in this Report for record and convenience of
reference

The only provision of the Act that did not
commend itself to the Committee’s judgment was
the levy of a taxon imported cotton, an imposi-
tion against which they considered it their duty
to pray the Government to accept their protest ;
and it will be seen from the final reply of the See-
vebiry of State that, apprehensive of the injurious
effects of that duty .on the growth of Lhel cotton
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manufacturing industry of this country, he has
been unable to sanction the action of the Govern-
ment of India in that respect.

To His Ewncellency the Right Honorable the
Governor-Geucral of India in Council.

India O:ﬁica, London, 15th July 1875.

My Lorb,

1. T have considered in Council, in the Revenue De-
partment, the conclusion to which you have come in re-
speet to the import duty on cotton manufactured goods,
so far as this year’s Budget is concerned.

2. The present state of your finances would not justify
any material reduction of taxation. The slight modification,
thercfore, which you have intreduced into the rules by
which the duty on cotton manufactures is caleulated is the
only change which the fiscal condition of the country will
at present permit ; but I think it right to take this op-
portunity of drawing your attention to some vesulis of
the duty which are not of a purely fiscal character, and
which make its abolition desirable, whenever the condi-
tion of your revenue shall enable you to part with it.

3. Tt appears probable that the supply of the coarser
fabrics which can be advantageously constructed of Indian
cotton, and which find a ready sale in India, will at no

distant period pass entirely into the hands of the Indian
manufacturer, The fact, that the fields in which the raw
material is grown, the market in which the finished fabric
is sold, and the coal beds from which the motive power of
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the production is drawn, lie in cloge proximity to each
other, will give to the Indian manufacturer an advantage
with which no other advantages can permanently compe;:‘
The industry cannot grow to its full development until the
resources and skill of Tnglish capitalists have been more
{reely drvawn to it. Undoubtedly it will be less attractive
to an Binglish investor so long as it appears to him not to
flourish by its own strength, but to he warmed into an
artificial life by protective duties. But the movement of
capital towards this field of enterprise is in progress, and
has Iately become more rapid, and it may be expected to
inerease with accelerated speed in proportion as railway
communication with the coal fields of {he Central Provin-
ces becomes more complote,

4. Inthe presence of influences so powerful, the effect,
of the 5 per cent. duty is probably insignificant. An
importance, however, which I think exaggerated, has
been attached to it by the cotton manufacturers, both in
England and Bombay. The former attribute to it the de-
clining profits of their Indian trade, and the latter are in
their turn alarmed at the possible loss of what their rivals
have taught them to beliove is a material condition of
their prosperity. ’

5. If it were true that this duty is the means of ex-
cluding English competition, and thereby raising the price
of 2 n?cessal'y of lifo to the vast mags of I ud?an consu~
mers; it is unnecessary for me {o remark that it would be
open to cconomical objections of the gravest kind. I do
nAot. attribute to it any such eflect ; but T cannot bé insen~
S]M.Q to the political evils which arise from the prevalent
belief upon this matter. The gradual transfc}' o(" the
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Indian trade from the English to the Indian manufacturer,
which appears likely to take place, will be attended with
much bitterness of fecling on the one side, and with keen
anxiety for the security of an unexpected success upon the
other. The English manufacturer will press with increas-
ing earnestness for the abandonment of the duty to
which he will impute his losses; and in proportion to his
urgency the Indian manufacturer will learn to value it.

6. It isimpossible to believe that under these conditions
the duty can be permanently maintained. The entire ac-
ceptance of the system of free trade by England is in-

ible with the continuance of an exception apparent-
ly so marked. Parliament, when its attention is drawn
to the matter, will not allow the only remnant of protec-
tion within the direct jurisdiction of the English Govern-
ment to be a protective duty which, so far as it operates
at all, is hostile to English manufacturers.

7. But though the duty will not be permanent, its pro-
longed existence cannot fail to have serious effects. During
the agitation which will precede its abolilion feelings of
animosity on both sides will be aroused. It will be repre-
sented in India, however mistakenly, as a direct conflict
between Indian and English interesis in which Parliament
is being moved to prefer the latter. This excitement will
prevail more or less widely in proportion to the strength
of tho interests which are assumed to be affected by it;
and if the prosperity of this industry corresponds to its
present promise, the strength of these interests will grow
steadily with the lapse of time.

8. These considerations will, I doubt not, commend to




yowr Excellency’s mind the policy of removing, at as
carly a period as the state of your finances permits, this
subject of dangerous contention. The precaution has,
- indeed, been delayed too long. Some sorencss even now
will be felt, and more will be expressed, by persons who
will drace such a policy toa preference of English over
Indian claims.  But the irritation will only extend over
a wider surface if action is delayed, and may, if the de-
lay be too far prolonged, become a serious public danger.

I have, &e.,
(Signed)  Sawumspury.

Telegram from the Vi iceroy, dated 5th A4 ugust 1875,

Act for revision of customs duties passed this day.

Export duties abolished exeept those on  Indigo, paddy,
rice, and lac, which are unchanged.

Geucml rate of import duty reduced from 7% to 5 per
cent.  Valuations revised. '

No alteration considered necessary
cotton goods, but: their valuation redu
nishes duty by 88,0007,

in import duty on
ced, which dimi-

Tive por cent. impor duty

imposed on long staple raw
cotton.

Duty on spirits raised from 3 to

4 rupees a o
London proof. pees a gallon,

Duty on sparkling wines raised from 13 fo g1 Tupecs,
= B tl
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and on other .wines, except claret and burgundy, from
% 1 to 14 rupees a gallon.

TFinancial result as compared with customs revenue of
1874-75, as follows :—

Losses—

£

Remission of export duties ... 173,000
Reduction of ‘general rate of import

duties ... 173,000
Revision of valuation ... 62,000
" Total loss ... £408,000

Gains— £
On spirits o 64,000
On wine ... 28,000
Miscellaneous ... 8,000

Total gain ... £100,000

Net loss, 308,0004.

W Of this we estimate to lose in the remainder of this
_year 200,000L ; but the customs revenue is otherwise so
flourishing, that we do not expect it to be more than
70,000, below our estimate, and this may probably be
covered by improvement in the salt revenue, which is alse
prosperous, so that finance of year will not be disturbed.

Telegram from the Secretary of State to the

Viceroy, dated 7th August 1875.

Yours 5th. )
Provisions of Act very important. Some objectionable.
D
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Please explain, by mail, grounds on which you have
withdrawn it from operation of Legislative Despatch 9
of 1874.*

LzGIsLATIVE DEPARTMENT.
No. 26 of 1875,

To the Secretary of State Jor India.
9th August 1875.

In conformity with the provisions of Section XXI of
Act No. XYL of 1975, An the Indian Councils’ Aet, I
Act to amend the law rela-  have the honour to forward to
}L‘;ﬁ,:ﬂ;{,‘;:;ﬂ';;‘““cs’ ®4 your TLordship an authentic

copy of the Law noted on . the
margin, which has been passed by the Council of the
Governor General of India for making Laws and Regu-
lations, and to which I have signified my assent.

2. The proceedings relating to the Act are voluminous,
and have not yet been completely printed. They will
follow by the next mail. The explanation requested in
your Lordship's telegram of the 7th instant, will also be
furnished.

T have, &e.,
(Signedy NORTHBROOK.

« * Sce page 68,

~
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No. 48 of 1875.
Home Deparmaenr.—Pusric.

To the Secretary of State for India.
16th August 1875.

We have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s
telegram of the 7th instant, in which we are requested to
explain the grounds upon which we have withdrawn Act
XVI. of 1875, from the operation of the Legislative
Despateh, No. 9, of the 31st March 1874.

2. In that Despatch the degree of importance which
would necessitate the reference of a measure to the Secre-
tary of State before its introduction into our Legislative
Council, and the degree of urgeney which would withdraw
a measure from the necessity of such reference, was left to
be determined by our judgment.

3. We did not consider that the Act in question should
be so referred.

4. The Act was passed for the purpose, first, of re-
vising the valuations of the Customs tariff, and secondly,
of making certain alterations in the Customs duties. The
revision of the valuations necessarily followed from the
report of the C ittee appointed to ider the tariff,
of the appointment of - which your Lordship had been
previously informed, and was not a matter of sufficient
importance to be referred to Her Majesty’s Government.
The Tariff’ Committeo were also directed to express their
opinion upon the rates of duty imposed under the exist-
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ing law, and they made certain recommendations on the
subject which required our careful consideration,

5. Our deliberations were not concluded until shortly
before the introduction and passing of the Act. We con-
sidered the changes in the duties to be urgent, because it
was espedient to include them in the same Act with theé
revision of the valuations, and the introduction of a fresh
classification of articles which your Lordship had directed,
The commercial community were anxiously awaiting the
decision of the Government, and we had received two strong
representations from the Chamber of Commeree at Cal-
cutta deprecating any farther delay. The season of the
year was the most convenient for the abolition of export
daties, and the condition of trade made it, in our opinjon,

of importance that the relief given by the Bill should not
be delayed.

6. Itis obvious that prolonged discussions pending a
reference to Her Majesty’s Government with regard to
measures involving alterations of Customs duties could
not be carried on without, o disclosure of the intentions
of the Government which would be productive of consi-
derable inconvenience to trade. In England such mea-

sures are habitually kept sceret until the Resolution of

the House of Commons is moved which authorises the
collection of the new duty.

7. We believed that the measures included in the
Act were in accordance with the expressions of the policy
of Her Majesty’s Government with regard to Customs
duties which had been received by the Government of India,
#nd that they would occasion no disturbance to the stability
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of the finances of India. Moreover, it has n.ot been the
practice, on former occasions, to refer :jltcrr:uons of Cus;
toms duties for the opinion of Ier Majesty’s Gover.nmc}n
previously to. their being iuh‘odu.ced and p.assed x‘n. f.xo
Legislative Council ; and we consider that in cxclc1sxfzig
the discretion which is placed in our hands by your Lf);) 1-
ship’s Despateh we should be gu.lded. to a consideral le
extent by former practice, to which indeed reference is
particularly made in that Despatch.
We have, &e.,
(Signed) NORTHBROOER.
NAPIER OF MAGDALA.
H. W. NormaN.
A. HoBHOUSE.
W. Muir.
A. J. ARBUTHNOT.
A. CLARKE.
A. Epry.

®

To the Governor General of India tn Council.
London, 31st March 1874.

“My Lorp,
“Para. 1. My attention has been drawn to the great
number and importance of the measures recenﬂy passed
by the Council of the Governor General for making laws
and regulations, which have been brought for the first
time to the official knowledge of the Secretary of' Stat’e
for India through enactments sent hit,lfcr for Her Mn‘]es(;.y s
approval or disallowance, under Sef:tmn' 21 of the Il.]1 m'u
Council’s Act. The Government of India appears to have }
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taken upon itself the entire responsibility
whole of these measures throughout theiy
policy embodied in {hem was, no doubt, maturely consi-
dered in the first instance by the Governor General in his
executive capacity and in Executive Council.  When this
policy was determined upon, Bills to give effect to it were
drafted in your Legislative Department,
quently introduced into the Legisl,
Law Member, or by some other Mem
some gentleman who acted as the organ of the Govern-
ment. In their passage through the Legislature they ap-
pear to have remained in charge of some representative
of the Governor General in Council up to the time of
their final enactment, There is no question that if mea-
sures of equally great momeit to the fortunes and inter-
ests of the Indian Empire had been adopted by the Go-
vernor General, not in the Council for making laws and
regulations, but in the Exceutive Council, they would
have been Teported to me in full detaj] at a much earlier

stage 5 and T see no sufficient reason why ®the circum-

stance, often quite accidental, that your Excellency’s or-
ders take a legislativ

¢ form should deprive mo of all off-
cial information concerning them unti] 5 period at which
it becqmes peeuliarly difficult to deal with them, Among
many inconveniences yhich attend the present course of
proceeding it may he pointed out that if the Secretary of

for nearly {he
course, The

» and were subse-
ative Couneil by the
ber of Couneil, or by

Legislative Department ; anq furthe;

s *y that wnless a meg-
sure is reserved, under Section 20 of {]

he above Act, for Her
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Majesty’s pleasure (a course which appears to be :]e;rv
r'tl'ilv followed), its disallowance may cause great dx i
c.ulty~ and confusion by rendering useless courses of a x:;:
nistrative action which have bcenfentcrec:‘ t11.1]13011 ngcre

i dds to the force of these -
footing of the law. It ac of > ob
vmtion.; that of late there has been a- considerable (1]111c1 emse1
i mber iti d representations addresse

the number of petitions and ; :
:: t]lJe Seeretary of State by natives of India and others
on the subject of intended legislative measures, concern-
fng which his information is at best imperfect.

“2. The present practice appears to be a dep;rture
from older precedents. I observe that, as xecven~ y ::;
1868, despatches were addressed by the then Gover bmnct
of India to Sir Stafford Northeote (Home Dep:ui? m,;zlu s
Legislative, 30th June 1868 ; Home Department Public,

"6th November 1868), in which full information was given

to him respecting important legislatiou \Yh?ch was at tl]:ml:
time contemplated, and in which his opinion on its po. 1c,‘;‘
was invited® I consider that a re(:}xm to this mebl;oci .o
proceéding would be attended with m%vautnge,.lanxn 1}::
quest, therefore, that your Excellency in Counci mt oH
serve in future the following r‘nles with reference ctn.a
intended logislative measures which are at the same time
of importance and are not urgent.

“3. Whenever the Governor Gener:}l in (Executi\;e.)
Council has affirmed the policy and expcch'en‘cy of a pa;]l;x-
cular measure, and has decided on su.bmxthng lf :‘;J te
Council for making laws and regulatl?ns, I desueth '161;1.
despatch may be addressed lo.me' stating at .leélgd | :0
reasons which are thonght to _;us.f,xf_y the ‘step in ci(: b
be taken, and the mode in which the intention is to be
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carried out. This despatch should be accompanied by a
copy of the Bill drafted in your Legislative Department,
or should be followed by such copy with as brief delay as
possible. I do not propose to reply at once in all cases to
this communication, but T request that your Excellency
will mention in it the date at which it is intended that the
Bill roferred to shall be submitted to the Legislative
Council, and that this date may be so fixed as to afford
me sufficient time to address you on the contemplated
measure such observations as I may deem proper, if I
should desire to observe upon it.

“4. Ihave excopted from the above directions mea-
sures of slight importance (of which. I am aware that a
considerable number pass the Legislative Council annual-
Iy), and measures urgently requiring speedy enactment.
I leave your Excellency to Jjudge of the degree of impor-
taflce which will bring a given case within the rule I have
laid down, and of the degreo of urgency which will with-
draw another case from it, ;

0] ] In the event, Fowever, of
your omitting to give mo provious information of an in-
tended enactment on the

n ground that it is urgontly re-
quired, T request you to i gt

te to me sub ntl;
the grounds of the opinion on which you have actes. '

“5. Ttis, of conrse, conceivable that i ic]
I .hnve. approved, or which has been moz;iﬁ]:;lin‘)fc:;};:il
Tml;y with my desire, may be materially changed dur
its passage through the Legislative Council, gIt a “”nf‘:f
Vto mo that, as a fact, that body ravely alters AGovcripem:
measures o.u points of principle, but if the case to ";?"h
T am reforring should happen, I do pot apprel dW ];c
yow Excellency would have any practicalp dif:itultf' :l;

\
!/
|
{
.
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delaying the progress of the Bill until I have a fresh op-
portunity of expressing my opinion.

“6. In making these observations I have not failed to
bear in mind the correspondence which took place in 1870
between my predecessor and the Government of Lord
Mayo respecting the powers of the Council for making
laws and regulations, but it does not appear to me that
the questions discussed in that correspondence are raised
by the rules which I have réquested your Excellency to
observe.

“7. Itis my intention to send a copy of this despatch
(omitting the last two paragraphs) to the Governors in
Council of Madras and Bombay for their guidance in mat-
ters of legislation, and I request you to transmit a copy
(with the like omission) to the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal, to whose legislative measures I wish my direc-
tions, mutatis mutandis, to apply.

“T have, &ec.,
“(Signed) SaLspury.”

LeaisLAaTive, No. 51.

To His Eacellency the Right Honorable the
Governor General of India in Council.
“India Office,”
London, 11th November 1875.
My Lorp,

1. Ihave reccived and considered in Council your
Excellency’s Despateh® of the 16th
August, No. 15 of 1875, enclos-
ing your Resolution in  Council in respect to the Cus-

E

* Separate Revenue.
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toms Tariff'; and a copy of an Act passed on {he 5th of
August, effecting important changes in the existing duties,
and the proceedings of your Legislative Council thereon.
T have also considered your Public Despateh of the same
date, giving your reasons for withdrawing this Act from
the . operation of my Legislative Despateh of the 31si
March 1874, upon the ground of urgency,

2. In that Despatch I instructed you to communicate
to me copies of all Bills which you had resolved to intro-
duce into your Legislative Council, in order that Her Ma-
.iesty’s Government might have an opportunity of express-
ing an opinion upon any provisions in them to which
?hey entertained objection, and which might, if included
in the Act, render the disallowance of the whole Act ne-
cessary.  From this instruction I excepted ¢ measures
of slight importance, a

nd measures urgently requird

speedy enactment.” You did not comiunii’at::quuxl;%
the Tariff Bill, nor did I receive any intimation of the
changes upon which you had resolved, until the Act was
passed, when I was apprised of the result by telegraph ;
and the reason stated for Your silence in the Deg "tl:cli
under reply is that, in your opinion, the only imporl)"tnnt

portion of the measure was
one wrgently requiring spe
enactment, S reng speedy

3. The same impression of the
sure appears to have led you to
manner.  Some months had elapsed si

statement had been published, 2t oale fnandial

rent | at the peri i

financial diseussions usually take place ; ml:d K?Od at" w.hlch

ment was still at a distance from the c'tpitlng “;‘I . 01'.11-
gt al. lese eir=

cumsta; combij i
nces, combined perhaps, with an impression {hat

urgency of this mea-~

—r
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. o proposals of large financial change were likely to bie

entertained, account for the entire absence of the " unoffi-
cial members from the Legislative Council. Inaddition to
the eight members of the Government of India by whose
direction the proposal was made, and Mr. Hope, by whom
it was introduced, there was only present Sir Douglas
Torsyth, a civil servant of the Crown. The rules for the
conduct of business, under which some delay would have
been necessary, were suspended, and the Bill was then
introduced and became law without opposition in a single
sitting.

4. Tt could obviously have only been a deep sense of
the urgency of the measure which led your Excellency
to adopt this form of proceeding. In providing that laws
for India should be passed at a Council consisting not
only of the ordinary members of the Executive Govern-
ment but of additional members specially added for the
purpose (of whom some have always been wnofficial), it
was the clear intention of Parliament that in the task
of legislation the Government should, in addition to the
sources of information usually open to it, be enlightened
by the advice and knowledge of persons possessing
other than official experience. Of these you were unfor-
tunately deprived in discussing a subject in respect to
which the assistance of mercantile councillors is of espe-
cial value. The rapidity of your procedure prevented
you from receiving, from external sources and in an’ in-
formal shape, the counsels which, in consequence of the
time and place of legislation, could not be tendered in
debate.

5. I am aware that therc are precedents for the prac-




* tice of introdueing and passing financial measwres in 3

single sitting.  But this practice has hitherto been pur-
sued only at Caleutta and in Presence of the unofficial
members, a?ld, under those conditions, any objections to it
apply only in a mitigated degrec.

N 6. i‘hl ca.unot coneur with your Excellency in thinking
at © urgeney of the case was such as to Justify eithe
your fa{lul‘e toinform me of your intentions to legisl tr
upon this subject, or the sudden action by which vm‘1b o
posals have been converted into law, By “ur, .en ; ’I:r?.
was not my intention to express the state of fbinc , 'lt
which an earlier is preferable to o later passage of “ 'm
Pposed measure ; for such a condition exists an respr:zctp l:‘:;
:Jl measures which are improvements, I rather intended
o indicate those measures which could not be delayed
without serious public évil, In order, however, to a":}:ied

Despateh of 31st Maych 1874,
you will, without delay, com
me by telegraph.

on the ground of urgency,
municate your intention fo

7. Youurge as an

additional reas i
. e al reason for di
tion that i i obviou o msediaio ao-

s tha i1
“ing a reference to Hh " IIV)IrOIonged jsoussions pend.-
. g er Majosty’s
“regard to measures involvi JOStlys dovernment. with
ot ng  alterations
uties co " 15 of Custo;
uld not be carried out without 5 disclos 'Bmls‘
a ure o

“the intentions of G
- overnment, whj
tive of sondio . e“f7 which would be produc-

able inconvenie
nee to t ”
but hope that your Excelleuey overratesrtgce‘ d‘ﬂ‘I C?n"°§
lificulty o

umber of persons to

keeping an official secret.  The y

R—
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whom your final recommendation need be made known is
very small, and in case of any betrayal of confidence the
offender could hardly fail to be detected, It would be
little less than a scandal, if your xcellency were unable
to refer for instructions to Her Majesty’s Government for
fear of the subject-matter of the reforence leaking out.

8. The measurc which has thus passed your Excel-
lency’s Council deals, in considerable detail, with most of
the import and export duties upon the Indian tariff.
Some of its provisions, especially those which diminish
the burden of export duties, appear to moe judicious. I
am unable to accord a similar approval to some parts of
the measure which apply to the import duties ; but I am
unwilling, on this decount, to advise the disallowance of
the. whole measure, and so postpone the benefits which a
portion of it is calculated to confer. I prefer to request
your Excellency to reconsider your legislation, especially
upon two points of importance, to which I will presently
call your attention. Financial arrangements must be
adjusted to exigencies always complex, and often conflict-
ing ; and confusion might be causod by any attempt on
my part to preseribe to your Excellency the mode in
which the policy adopted by Her Majesty’s Government
should be carried out.  Looking at the great difficulty of
the subject, and the necessity of considering it by the
light of English as well as of Indian experience, I have
requested the Under Sccretary of State for India, Sir
Louis Mallet, who is fully in possession of the views of
Her Majesty’s Government on these subjects, to proceed
to India, in order to confer with your Government in re-
gard to your fiscal legislation. Tis varied experience and
great authority on economical and financial questions will
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render an assistance to your deliberations which your
Excellency will not undervalue.
9. Inmy Despatches noted in the margin,* your Ix-
(s: ,lféﬁe‘] ‘lelcyvm:sm’ I\Z{Di\] ¢ cellency has all‘.eady been in-
Soor Rty ;?{1 o Y- formed that the import duty on
) cotton manufactures should, in
the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, be removed
whenever the conditions of your revenues shall enable you
t.o part with it.  On general principle it is liahle to objee-
tion, as impeding the importation of an article of first
?ecéssity, and as tending to operate as a protective duty
in favowr of a native manufacture. Tt is thus inconsis-
tent with the policy which Parliament, after very mature
fle?ibcration, has sanctioned, and which, on that account,
it is not open to Her Majesty’s Government to allow to be
seb aside, without special cause, in any part of the empire
’Smder their diveet control. Financial exigency may be a
Just .ground for maintaining duty which cannot be re-
conciled w.ith the general policy of this country ; but the
l:xrge.remxssions you have made in other import duties,
aﬂ‘iactmg articles of a less primary importance, have imj
paired the validity of this plea. ’

10. Inthe presence of other
powerfully upon the cotton trade,
attf;he presf;ut moment in artificially raising the price of
cotton goods cannot be accurate] i

: b Mely estimated. But it has
f)thel effects, of which the evil is Palpable, and tends to
increase. (

to the Indian
m the efforts
y be secured ;
ties, upon whose

causes operating more
the effect of the duty

It offers a false encouragement
manufacturer, which tends to divert him fro
by which his success can alone permanent]
and it places two manufacturing commun;

|
x
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well-being the prosperity of the empire largely depends,
in a position not only of competition, but of political
hostility to each other. The Indian industry is growing
in strength by the help of resources which flscal legisla-~
tion cannot affect. The abolition or reduction of the duty
will not injure it, though passing apprehensions may be
excited by such a measure. The impost is too much at
variance with the declared policy of this country to be
permanently upheld ; but if the task of dealing with it
be long postponed it will be the subject of controversy

between interests far more powerful and embittered than

those that are contending over it at the present time. On
these grounds I am of opinion that the recent opportunity,
when you had resources available for the reduction of im-
port duties, should have heen taken for reducing this duty,
with a view to its ultimate abolition.

11. The Act of the 5th of August contains a provi-
sion the object of which is not perfectly clear, but which
appears to have been introduced in some sense as a substi-
tute for the reduction of the duty on cotton goods. The
import duty of 5 per cent. upon raw cotton is intended
apparently as a protection to the English industry against
competition in the finer articles of manufacture. Un-
doubtedly itis one of the inconveniences of the impost on
cotton goods that it appears to give to the English manu-
facturer a claim for nvcompensating duty on raw material.
But the advautage thus given to him would be purchased
at the cost of greatand unjust detriment to the prospects
of the native manufacturer.

12. Tt is true, as your Excellency notices, that at pre-
sent the competition of the Indian industry with the Eng-
lish is principally felt in respect to the coarser fabrics.
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This is a characteristic which might be expected to mark
an undeveloped industry. . It is probable that, as time
goes on, the capital and skill of the Indian manufacturer
will increase, and that he will employ it in attempts to
widen the field of his enterprise. How far his proximity
to his market,-and the cheapness of his labour, will en-
able him to work with a foreign cotton in competition to
the Bnglish manufacturer can only be ascertainiod by ‘ex-
perience.  Bus he will not venture on the investments in
machinery necessary for making the experiment if his raw
material is weighted with 2 duty, and if he believes that
the policy of imposing fresh duties on raw material
is one to which the Government may abt any time have
recourse. I should be apprehensive that the effect of this
duty may be to retard, and perhaps to prevent, the growth
of an important branch of Indian industry ; and therefore
T am unable to sanction it.

13. It appears to me that the claims of the English
manufagturer will be more legitimately met by de;linﬂ‘
with the duty on cotton goods, o
which I regard, for reasons upon which I have already
dwelt, as a matter of serious importance both to Indian
and Imperial intevests. This abolition should be gradual,
and, in deciding upon the mode in which it should be ef-

fected, the period which will he necessary for its comple-
tion, ai

. ng the accompanying measures which may be re-
quisite, the paramount importance of guarding the Indian

Treasury from financial embarrassment must be borne

in mind. The entire removal of the duty should, how-
ever, not be adjourned for an indefinite
sion should be made for it within

the speedy removal of

period, but provi-
a fixed term of years.

T have, &e.,
(Signed) . Savispury.

ey v e
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REVISION OF THE CUSTOMS ACT.

The Committee have again addressed the Go-
vernment of Bengal on the subject of bringing
the provisions of the Customs Act move in har-
mony with the present state of trade, and sug-
gested the appointment of a Commission to take
the whole question into consideration in order to
arrive at some satisfactory amendment of the law .
as it now stands : but they regret they are unable
to communicate the purpose of Government as
no reply has been given to their representation.

From Chumber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutla, 7th February 1876.

On the 20th January 1863 His Excellency the Go-
vernor General in Council gave his assent to .a Bill for
consolidating and amending the laws relating to the ad-
ministration of the Department of Sea Customs in India,
and the provisions of the Act then passed, as No. VI of
1863, have been in force since that dale, with the excep-
tion of one or two of the sections which have been repeal-
ed by later enactments.,

Various causes however have of late years conspired to
render many of the provisions of the Act inapplicable to
present circumstances, but specially the altered condition
of a large proportion of the carrying trade of the day,
which has been effected by the Suez Canal route of com-

r
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munication with Europe ; and the considerable steamer
tonnage entering and clearing from British Indian Ports
renders it absolutely expedient that the Act be so

modified as to meet the requirements of that class of
vessels.

This subject was under discussion by the Chamber
early in 1872, when several proposed amendments were
submitted for the consideration of the Board of Revenue,
but no steps appear to have been taken to give effect’ t;
the Chamber’s recommendations : and T am instructed to
bring the matter to the notice of Iis Honor the Lieute-
nant-Governor with the view to the appointment of 2 Com-
mittee to consider in what respects the Act is capable of
modification and to its being brought more in harmony
with the existing state of trade.

Work ot the Custom House during the Doorga Poojah
Holidays.

The Committee have for Years contended that
the Cusfom House should be kept open for the
tranfsactlon of public business during the Doorga
Ifoolah vacation'on as many days as possible, con-
sistent with a proper regard for the time req’uired
by the Hindoo community for their religious ob-
servances during their annual national fe:tival.

The subject has been
upon the attention of Qo
Committee have now the
cord in the following

frequently pressed
vernment, and .the
satisfaction to re-
reply from the Govern-

e

- September 1875.
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ment of India to the Government of Bengal, that
the closing of the Custom House for 5 days only,
instead of 7 as formerly sanctioned, has been
ordered for the future.

FProm Govt. of India to Govt. of Bengal.
Fort William, 26th Janvary 1876.

In reply to your letter No. 8446, dated 26th November
1875, I am directed to state that the Governor-General
in Council is pleased to sanction the proposal of the Go-
vernment of Bengal, that in future the Custom House at
Calcutta shall remain closed during the Doorga Poojah
holidays for the five days only which are required for reli-
gious observances, instead of for seven days as sanctioned
in the orders conveyed in my letter No. 3133, dated 4th

No. 361.
Copy forwarded to the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of
Commerce, for information.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govl. ¢f Bengal.

Caleutia, 9th February 1876.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Memo : No. 861.0f the 2nd instant and to express the
satisfaction” with which the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce reccive the announcement contained in the
Government of India letter that during the Doorga Poojah
vacation the Custom House shall be closed for the
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five days only which are required for Hindoo religious
observances instead of seven days as previously sanc-
tioned.

Summaries of Bills of Entry and Shipping Bills.

1 . ;

The Committee have another satisfactory con-
cession to record in connection with business at
the Custom House.

Members are aware that by orders of the Su-
preme Government, communicated by the Collector
on the 8th March 1875, importers and exporters
were compelled to' furnish in addition to their bills
of entry and shipping bills summaries of those do-
cuments,—already prepared in duplicate. -Againt

that most vexatious requirement, which added

}argely to the sufficiently heavy labor and trouble
incurred in passing goods through the Custom
Ho}zse, the Committee emphatically protested in
their letter of 2nd July 1875 to the Government
of Bengal. To that representation no answer has
been given ; but the following notice in the
G’a.zetL.e informed the commercial public that the
objectionable burden had been removed after 12
months’ unnecessary imposition. L

Urom Caleutte Gazette dated the 22nd March 1876.

. Norrce.
is hereby notified that from this date Importers and

s
‘,

[——

8 T g e e
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Bxporters will not be required to put in summaries with
their Bills of Bntry or Shipping Bills 5 but full particulars
as required by the Schedules issned on the 17th February

1875 must still be given.

By order of the Member in charge of Customs, Board of
Revenue, L. P.
T. B. Laxz, Offg. Collector of Customs.

Carncurra Cusrom House,
The 16th March 1876.

Rate of Exchange for adjusting Sterling froight
payable at Caleutta.

At a Special General Meeting of the Chamber
held on 18th June 1861 the following resolution
was adopted :—

That the rate of exchange jfor the adjustment
of freight on goods from Greal Brilain or any
port or place where the freight is expressed in

. pounds sterling be ol the par of two shillings per

rupee, unless olherwise positively stipulated ; and
that this modification of the present system com-

mence on all vessels arriving ofter the 1st day of

Janwary 1862.

The rule established by that resolution has been
enerally observed, and the Committee believe
he adjustment of freight

g
that in its application to t!




46

payable in Calcutta it has been found convenient
and, on the whole, satisfactory to all interests.

Tt is obvious however that the altered condi-
tion of exchange, which has been gradually fol-
lowing the greatly depreciated value of silver
renders it expedient that the rate hitherto a.dopt-’
ed should be abandoned and displaced by as
near an approximation as possible to the current
exchange applicable to ordinary transactions.

The Committee therefore recommended, in a cir-
?ular dated 17th January last, that the conversion
into Indian currency of sterling freight payable
in Caleutta should, unless otherwise stipulated,
be made at the rate Jor Bank Bills on London)
payable on demand ; and that the rate ruling at the
close of a mail should be the rate applicable to
such purpose during the subsequent weelk.

The majority of opinions recorded by members

confirms the Committee’s view as to the necessity

for introducing an amendment of the rule, and
t}]e question is now brought forward in order
that it may be decided b

y a formal v
iy vote of the

R
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TELEGRAPHE RULES.

The subject of the new Telegraph Rules has
again come before the Committee and a somewhat
lengthy correspondence has taken place, with,
however, no better result than in the previous
half-year. The Committee felt bound to protest
against the way in which the interests of the
commercial community were sacrificed by the In-
dian representative at the St. Petersburg Con-
ference and their wishes completely ignored ; and
they regret to see a continuance of that hostile
spirit shown in former correspondence by the
Director General of Telegraphs. They are con-
vinced that the interests both of the Telegraph
Department and the mercantile community are
identical, and that a liberal policy on the part of
the former would not only conduce to smoother
relations, but would also lead to an increase of
business in the Telegraph office.

The Committee addressed Government in sup-
port of the letter given below from the Madras
Chamber of Commerce, in which it is pointed out
that, under the new Rules, repetitions of telegrams
in consequence of -mistakes had to be paid for by
the receiver of the message though the error may
have occurred in transit, The new Rule is so
contrary to common fairness and justice that the
Committee hope it will be altered. -




. .
They have also drawn attention to the anoy
of one rate being ch

naly
¢ arged on messages otibwards,
whilst on identically the same message 50 per cent
extra is charged homewards. No replies have yet

been receiv

e ed from Government on these two
points.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.

Caleutta, 9tk December 1875,

The Committee of the Chambor of Commerce direct me
to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 405 and
4’12 of the 11th ‘and 19th ultimo respectively, and to ex-
press their obligations to the Hon'hle President in Coun-
cil for his prompt compliance with their request to com-
municate with H. M’s Secretary of State, and for the re-

ply to his message on the subject of the new telegraph
regulations.

The Committee have received with much regret the
announcement that the operation of the St Petersburg
Convention cannot be delayed be‘vondA the 1st Jnnuar;
for they are persuaded that the early introduction of t].\';
new rules will be attended with the greafest: inconve-
nience to the commercial publie, who have not up to this
moment been officially advised of the precise changes
that are to come into force. Their application for the
su'spsnswn of those changes until the 1st May was, the
think, fally Justified, and the Committee repent’ bhei{

regret and disappointment that so 4
e pp hat so reasonable a request has
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If the conclusions arrived at by the St Petershurg
Convention had been of interest only to the countries
where intercommunication is so rapid that matters of mu-
tual concern can be adjusted without delay, the introduc-
tion of changes at short notice would be immaterial ; but
it is submitted that to the commercial communities of this
country, who have business relations with distant corres-

* pondents in all parts of the world to which telegraphic

communication extends, such short notice is most serious-
ly inconvenient and detrimental ; and the Committee can-
not but regret that with the knowledge that the new rules
would come into force on Ist January next the represen-
tative of the British Government, in his place at the Con-
ference, did not urge this point for the consideration of
the other delegates ; or that he did not, at all events, an-
ticipate the requirements of British merchants in India
by the carliest possible announcement of contemplated
amendments, so as to afford them the opportunity of being
prepared to adopt those amendments from date of opera-
tion.

In their letter dated the Gth March 1875, which was
forwarded by the Government of India for the consider-
ation of H. M.’s Secretary of State, the Committee sub-
mitted special points which they were requested to indi-
cate; but not only have those points not been conceded,
but, as the Committee understand, messages are to be
subject to a higher rate for transmission, and restricted
o words consisting of such’ a limited number of letters
asto render thousands of ordinary words in the English

language inadmissible for transmission except at a double
charge,

T
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These amendments of a system to which the commer-
cial public of India have been so long accustomed have been
pronounced by all the Chambers in this couniry as ex-
ceedingly detrimental to the interests of those who con-
tribute the largest share of the telegraph business, and
complaints have been received from Associations in Ting-
land connected with the Indian trade against the intro-
duction of such changes as directly prejudicial to the deve-
lopment of telegraphic intercourse, and caleulated to
seviously diminish the revenue hitherto derived by the
State from the employment of that agency by the com-
mercial public.

Tt is therefore the duty of this Chamber to enfer their
protest against proccedings of this character, and to ac-
company it with a request that the Government of India
will be pleased to communicate to Her Majesty’s Scere-
tary of State their hope that on future occasions mea-
sures will be taken to give the commercial public of India
the earliest intimation of probable changes to e submit-
ted for adoption by international conventions, in order
that they may have an opportunity of protecting their
interests.

No. 111 1.
Trom Govt, of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Tort Williamm, 114% March 1876.

T an directed to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter
of the 9th December 1875, expressing regvet that the
operation of the St. Petersburg Tclegmpﬁ Convention
could not be delayed beyond the 1s¢ Jnuunry last, and that

ey i
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earlier nolice could not have Deen given to the mercantile
community of the changes necessitated by that Conven-
tion in the rules for the {rausmission of foreign telegraphic
messages, and in reply to
* Despateh from Seerctary of  goyeard copy of a Despatch™
State, No. 2, dated 6th January
1876, and _enclosure (joint note  from the Secretary of Stale
Elsf,afﬁ;;?ﬁl)_lml‘mwn and Mejor  (ith enclosures on the sub-
ject.

2. 1 have however further to state that the Govern-
ment of India will, in the case of any changes or new
arrangements affeeting the mercantile community and
public generally, in communication, when necessary;
with the Secretary of State, take care that the emliest
official intimation possible shall be given of what is in
contemplation or determined. :

Lnclosure to P. W. D. letter No. 111 T' of 1876.

Despateh from Secretory of State, No. 2T, dated Gth January 1876.

Para. 1. Youwr Excellency’s telegrams of 10th Novem-
ber and 7th December 1875, and your letters Nos. 50 and
51 of 11th and 25th November last, requesting that the
provisions of the St. ]’ct-ersbx‘u‘g Conference should nof
be introduced in India until 1st May next, were duly re-
ceived, and were answered by telegraph to the cficet
that compliance with the request was impessible.

2. In amplification of this reply it may suffice to
point out that the operation of the Convention Rules
could not be delayed beyond the preseribed date of
1st January without the consent of each of the 21 States
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swhich, together with India, are parties to the Convention ;
‘f-lmt such general consent to a change, which at almost tlle,
iast moment would have utterly disconcerted departmental
af‘rangemcnts, would almost certainly not have be(;n
given at all, and could not assuredly have been given
antil some weeks after the commencement of thebnew
year; and that, if India, acting independently, had
deferred for a while the enforcement of the rnles'\’viﬂx‘in
her own limits, she would nevertheless have been bound
t-o pay out of the rates leviable under the Rome Conven-
tion the larger sums duc to other States under the St.

Petershurg Convention. ‘

3. In a note* on the subject submitted to me by
* Dated 8th Decomber 1875, Colonel Robinson and Major
Champain, copy of which is

» will be found some additi .
i y 8 onal objec~
tions fo the course suggested by you. o ohee

enclosed herewith

JTonclosure to above.

Note by Colonel Robinson and Major Bateman-Champain,
s

No. 476, dated 8th December 1875.

The Chamber of Commerce
their : i
inm): ?:‘Ltc.l admit that, on 22nd October last, they were
_mlle .,yezs-mn o]f general information respecting tixe new
s and regulations, and in para. 5 o

‘ d @ para. 5 they ask for ti
fummummtc with their Home correcpor.ldent: ox:Tc Ito
mies ! S s, overlook-
ing the fact that their Home cm‘respondent; had b :
ad been

still longer aware of 1 R
awa e new Rul
are mads b Tnglund s, and that the codes

(Bengal) in para. 3 of

As far back as 18th March fast, H.le‘ Chamber of ¢
i ‘om-
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merce knew that propositions would be submitted to the
Conference to limit the length of code words, and to pui
an end to those abuses of the Rome Conference Rules of
which the telegraph administrations had so much reason
to complain, and they were further warned by the Indian
Dircctor General (in the early part of 1874) that, if these
codes were tolerated up to the meeting at St. Peters-
burg, they would certainly have to be radically altered
afterwards, as no State would consent to continue to sub-
mit o such mal-application of the rules formulated to
meet the demands of ordinary language.

Tt would come with a very bad grace for India (the
very State on whose recommendation the new rules were
framed) to ask every State in and out of Europe to post-
pone the introduction of the rules to the Ist May, after
all have aranged to put them in force on the 1st Janu-
ary. Nothing short of unavoidable department necessity
could justify such an application or secure its ac-

ceptance * ! ' ’ :

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.
Caleutte, 18th March 1876.

n their letter of 9ih December last the Commitiee of
the Chamber of Commerce submitted a representation re-
garding the Telegraph service under the St. Petersburg
Convention which came into operation on the 1st January ;
and in continuation of their remarks on that subject they
desive me to place the following reference before the Right
Hon'ble the Governor General in Council and. respecifully
request it may receive His Excelleney’s consideration,
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Under the telegraph rules published by the Govern-
ment of India it is provided—by Rule 22

—that collation
or repetition is compulsory

in the case of private cipher
messages composed of figures, af o charge equal to half
the charge for the message itsell :
such messages—composed of num
meanings—tendered for tr
London have been subject t

and under that rule all
crals conveying hidden
ansmission from Caleutta to
o the repetition charge.

But while the senders of such messages have had to
pay the compulsory additional rate they h

ave been re-
ceiving messages,

identical both in symbolical construction
and in preconcerted meaning, transmitted from London
to Caleutta at ordinary rates,

free from the repetition
charge.

The following messages received from London sent fo
London from Caleutta illustrate the anomaly
in the opposite construction which the tel

ments here and at home pl
veying code mess;

involved
cgraph depart-
ace on identical symbols con-
ages of concealed meaning :—

Messages received JSrom

DMessages sent to London from
London at ordinary rates.

Caletta, for which 50 per’

. cent. extra as been paid.
“30871, 30872, 30873,
Recommend Canal 0622,
06225, 05066,

30824, 29999, 06224,
5 | 67040
3 “31246.»
“48461, 49154, 50494

wheat.” “05072, 05073, (07278,
. 07219, 17797, 30824,
“Vieeroy 77547, 33127, 30012, 06225, 39189,
53440, 87010,” 31837, 73086 ’
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Messages received from
Landon at ordinary rates.

“South 81000, Russia more
81192 to 81194.”

“Gideoni 50004  reptile
April  shipment 93107,
95152.”

“ Orion 24465, 25623,
57594, 21316, 25244,
61719, 4259 warmness.”

“Qrion 5352, 5819, ac-
count 2355, 1769, 250.”

“30794, 30876, 31161
92831.”

“Season 56170, 00660,
56042, 00,130.”

“81000 Brandy 4348 cwts.
- 349 80,000 Buffalo 5420
London 5038, 20880,
30900, 93860.”

50004 repiile 60007 re-
probate  May 89213,
91606.”

« Probable 2,007, specimen
20029, atrocions 15027
al onc emphasis 10,055,

Messuges seit to London jrom
Culeutta for which 50 per
cent. eatra has been paid.

«00491, 05041, 17781,
21893, 45206.”

“30551.”

«05153, 07231, 07758,
21861, 92587, 25475,
28343, 30808, 23600,
23601, 96417.”

29369, 29370.”

430807, 07423, 230632,

923633, 30819, 05421,
21735.

“Searfs 20548, 29549,
95312, 29542, 30821,
07620, 22242, 22243,
96877.”

“ 50058, 37626, 01244,
57256, 53300, 54543,
34532, 78556, 82115,
04121, 65125.”

« 07949, 07986, 18537,
16832, 51153, 824577

“30810, 18103, 18404,
30823, 04699, 08147,
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Messages received from | Messages sent to London Srom
London at ordinary rates. | Cdeutta for which 50 per

- . cent. eatra has been paid.
average 10041, auda- [E——

cious, 10047, austere other 11888, 31153,
10043.” 5432177

“51099, 20543, 51010,
77859, 51231, 50344,
51084, 09950, 24000.”

Under these circumstances it is submitted for the con-
sideration of His Lxcellency the Governor General in
Council that there should be a uniformity of practice
based on the broader and more liberal construction with
which the Convention rule is evidently read at home, and
that the local Telegraph Department should conform
thereto.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.

Culeutta, 7th Marcl, 1876.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to forward for submission to the Right Honourable the
Governor General in Council the
a lelter addressed to the Directér
by the Chamber of Commerce at Madras, with the ex-
pression of their hope that Tis Tixcellency will ho pleased
to approve of the views therein recorded.

Accompanying copy of
General of Telegraphs

The President of the Mady

as Chamber has stated the
case so clearly

and precisely that my Committee do not

g
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veniure to do more than signify their eniire concurrence
in lis representation.

Madras, 17th February 1876.

T am directed to hand you a eopy of a letter that _Lln‘s
Chamber has addressed to the Director Gen-err\lb of Tele-
graphs soliciting a reconsideration of No. '3:) of the new
Indo-European Telegraph Rules, whiclz rc;lfcves the Tele-
gvdpll Department from its former liability to })ear the
cost of repeating a non-collated message that is proved
to have boen mutilated in transit by the Department.
This Chamber is of opinion that the new rule operates
unfavorably not only as regards the public at l'arge, .but
also in conncetion with the morals of the service, since
signallers are now rather encouraged than otherwise to he

negligent, and the Department profits by its own wrong.

I am to express the hope of this Chamber that your
Chamber will deem it desirable to support the present
representation.

From Chamber of Commerce to Direclor General
' of Telegraphs.

Madras, 17th February 1876.

I am desived to bring to your notice, with a view to a
re-consideration of the rule adopted by the International
Telegraph Convention for the vepctitiofl of messages by
‘the Indo-European Telegraph. According to the r.ules
that were superseded oun the Ist ultimo, it was provided
that (XVIII)  the receiver of any mcssn_ge can request the
eorrection of passages which appear to him to be doubt~
i

¥
|
;

.
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ful: he deposits for this purpose the priccbuf the messago
for the demand, and the price of a message calcnlat:d
according to the length of the passage to be repeated for
the reply ; these charges are returned if the repetition
shows that the mutilation of the sonse of the message was
wade by the telegraph,” c

By the new rule (35) it is provided that
can, within 24 hours of the delivery
it corrected by paying fhe priceu
(lem:}nd, and the price of a return message caleulated ac-
cording to the length of the passage to be repeated ; but
the charges thus made ave not returned even alth:ﬁu gh
the telegraph may have heen in fault, unless the mess::;re

was a collated one, and in such case the Check Office makes
the refund,

the addresseo
of the telegram, have
of the message for the

Tam to point out that the new
senders and veceivers of messages that are not collated,
.A person hands a message to the Telegraph and’ enters.
mto a contract with the Telegraph for L]Te t
t.he whole of such message 3 he pays the
for the service 5 he obtains o receipt ; the Telograph takes
charge of and contracts to forward and deliv:r the mes-
:ﬂfe i]and when the 1ne§sf1gc is delivered in a matilated
tommthe sender and recipient have no remedy. Several
mstm}ccs have been brought to the notiee of Atl.)is Cll'm“h
ber of messages being delivered without the name of ‘ﬂlo
sender—an omission that may often cause groat loss 'l;!d
cmbarrassiment.  This mutilation of the mcs::u;e is“iul‘ el
due to the neglect of the Telogrnpﬁ, vet the x'cieiver 'm:s};
all l.h:} same bear the expense of l:opuiriurv the Depart-
ment’s wrong hy asking for o repetition oi'ELhc moﬂlﬁ‘fm ;

sago

rule is not just to the

ansmission of
requived amount
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“and the Departntent is the gainer, not the sufférer, by its

own default. The wholesome cheek of requiring negli=
gent officials to pay the penalty of their irregularity;
which, it is assumed, was casily exercised under the old
rules, does mot now operate, and signallers ave not
prompted any longer by regard for their own purses to
prevent, as far as possible, the mutilation of non-collated
messages.

The Chamber imagine that this result of relieving the
‘Telegraph from responsibility must have been overlooked
by the Convention ; and I have the honor, therefore, to
solicit you to take the requisite steps for obtaining a ie-~
turn to the former rule regarding the repetition of muti-
lated ordinary messages.

MARINE SURVEYS.

On this subject the Chamber’s last Report con-
tained a correspondence between the Port Commis-
sioners and the Committee, also o letter {rom the
Government of Bengal announcing that the Gov-
ernment of India had under consideration the
whole question of consolidating and amending the
existing law relating to merchant seamen, of

which the survey of ships naturally forms a part. -

On this oceasion the Committee present further
eferences made by them to the Government of
Jengal; and it will be noticed that thex have
again pressed upon the attention of His Honor
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the Lieutenant-Governor the expediency of earfy
local legislation without waiting for the issue 01’
the Merchant Shipping Bill which has been under
the consideration of Parliament,

This point was strongly urged at the last Ge-
ne.ral Meeting of tle Chamber, and the Com-
mittee lost no time in communicating with Go-
vernment, from whom however ne repTy has been
received,

From Chamber of Commerce {o Govt, of Bengal.

Celeutte, 1561 January 1876,

The Committee of the C) ‘
; hamber'of Commeree di
to submit for the considerat; e T

on of the Hon’ ieute~
11:11.1L—G0\'ernor the expediency of nmkviniu Ii?i;liiif; el)‘rt::'
vision applicable to the Marine Surveys z{' Lﬁis :[’bx't !

If Iis onor will be pleased to refir to what In
ready been recorded on this subject it will be‘ b
how anxious the Tate Ticutenant-G i
system should be introduc
the Indian trade should by
to avert, as far

as al-
erved
ut-Governor was that some
ed by which sea going ships of
 be properly certificated, in order
o 18 for :s‘z:}:ﬁm::ce fmd Propor precautions could
ue - TESUE, the repetition of those disastrous
(();:cnu,in;;‘es \'vinchh bad . so forcibly impressed Sir Georae:
ampbell with ¢ i i oi
S ,.I:.c"ce; . t(}zmzxeg:ssxty for gum’dmg against their

r ¢ modes, rules
Marine Swrveys, and the responsibilit
should be authorit

> and practice of
ies of surveyors,
and one of his

atively  determined
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fatest cxecutive procecdings was to lay before the Goveris
ment of India his reiterated rec dations and opini
regarding this matter.

Unfortunately the cowrse their taken has not led to the
iiﬂoptian of any legislative measure, the question having
been held to be a part of a comprchensive scheme for
consolidating and amending the law relating to merchant
seamen ; the proceeding with which lias been stayed until
the Merchant Shipping Bill for the United Kingdom hae
received the sanction of Parliament. ‘

But the Contmiltee are of opinion that the subject under
notice requires immedinte and separate legislation, and
that there is no reason why its consideration should be
postponed until the English Jaw, or the Indian Shipping
Bill which awaits it, is passed, as any cnactment of the
Council of the Licutenant-Governor can lhereafter he in-
corporated with the latter, should that be found necessary:

In their letter dated thie Hth November 1873, the Com-
inittee cntered fully into the subject when replying to
Government of Bengal letter No. 8608 of 16th Septem=
Der ; and I am directed to repeat the recommendation
therein submitted that the Port Commissioners should be
legally authorised to exercise all necessary powers for the
conduct of surveys, the examination and leensing of sur-
veyors, and generally for the proper protection of all
interests involved in so imporlant a service.

The necessity for a tribunal of the character suggested
by the Port Commissioners was forcibly demonstrated a
few months ago by ecircumstances which disclosed a re-
markable variance of facts as stated by the Master of o

i
!
i
I
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metchant ship and a surveyor whom he publicly charged
with a gross dereliction of duty.

The alleged misconduct would have properly formed the

subject of enquiry entirely within the province of such g .

tribunal whose impartial investigation of the charges and
counter statements would have resulted in a decision com-
manding the attention and respect of the commercial
public. N

In consequence howover of the non-existence of a legally
constituted authority to take cognizance of such matters
the ease referred to remains warelieved of the grave im-
putations cast on a public surveyor.

Extract from a letter from A. 0. Huwr, sq., ¢. 3., Seere-
tary to the Government of India, Department of Reve~
nue, Agriculture, and Commerce, to the Secretary to the

Government of Bengal, No. 429, dated Caleutta, the 28th

December 1875.

Para. 1.—In forwarding the accompanying letters*
from the Government of Bom-
* Mo 1218, dated 16tk Octo-  bay, representing the necess

ber 1875, and  enclosures.
» 1279, ,, 22nd -,

sity for legislation for giving
Indian port authorities power
to survey vessels suspected to be unseaworthy otherwise
than on the application of the crews, and submitting the re~
cord of an enquiry inlo the foundering of the ship Wide~
awalke, owned by an Avab merchant of Caleutta, T am direct-
. ed to invite the attention of the
p\]\{ﬂ?ﬁé&\(}ﬂf{m\'{iﬁz A :fS Ge-  Government of Bengal to the
dia of the 13th November 1875)  Home legislationt, of last ses-
sion on the subject of the sur~

63

vey of unseaworthy ships, and. to request that, with the
permission of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the
Government of India may be favoured at an early date
with an expression of the opinion of the Government of
Bengal as to which, if any, of the provisions embodied
therein should be adopted in India and with what modi-
fications.
No. 120.

ForwarpED to the Secretary to the Chamber of Com-
merce, with a request that the Lieutenant-Governor may
be favoured with an expression of his opinion on the sub-
jeet.  The Act referred to will be found in the Calcutita
Gazetle of the 17th November 1875.

By order of the Tiecutenant-Governor of Bengal,
J. A. BouRrpILLOXN,
Acting Asst. Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.
CALcuUTTA
GENERAL DEPT.—Marine,
The 17th January 1876.

Irrom Chamber of Commerce. to Govt. of Bengal.

Caleutla, 8th February 1876.

General Department,—~Mavine,
Your official Memorandum No. 120 of the 17th ultimo
has been submitted to the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, by whom I am desired to acknowledge ils
receipt with the following expression of their opinion.

On the 15th of last month I had the honor to submit for
the consideration of the ITon’ble the Licutenant-Governor
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the Commiltec’s views s to the expediency of placing the
Marine Swrveyors of this Port under ihe provisions of
some legislative enactment applicable 1o local circume
stances ; and the representation by the Government of
Bombay, based on the foundering of the native owned
vessel the  Wide-awake, prosents itself opportunely, since
it furnishos an additional proof of the necessity for the
measure recommended by the Chamber.

That His Honor the Licutenant-Governor has not been
unmindful of this subject is shown by the 10th paragraph
of Resolution, dated 20th July last, on Report of the
DPolice Administration for 1874, which, for convenienco
of reference, is here introduced.

10.  Skipping Act.—The Lieutenant-Goiernor observes
with the greatest regret that the Magistrate of the Southern
Division reports that the seamen of the merchant service ara
b ing more troubl

g 17

; than. formerly, and that cases
of refusal of duty and absenoe without leave are common. e
admits, however, that, in one case, the alle

cgation of the men
that the vessel was not in afit state to proceed to sea was well

a Jears that in other cases
allegations to this effect have been made b,

y the offenders, and
though not aceepted by the MMagistrate, they might have been
true for all that. .

; y nasmuoh as there are not sufficient means
of testing them. A copy of the Mugistrate’s re
ing out that in the absence of a survey prior 1o leaving pore
the scamen have no guarantee that the vessels they ship in are
g00d and scaworthy, will be Sorwarded to t/;a General De-
partment (Marine) of this Goverpment Jor immediate con-
sideration, inasmuch as the matter s, in the
Governor’s cstimation, one

marks, poini-

Licutenant-.
of grave and wrgent importance,

e

The Commitiee will hail with satisfaction the early ac-
tion of Government resulting in legislation that may more
effectually protect the interests which marine surveys are
intended Lo guard against aught that may endanger life
and property ; and that object will, they believe, he ma-~
terially served by introducing into an enactment applica-
ble {o British India the provisions of the Imperial Mer-
chant Shipping Act of 1875, with such modifications as
Tocal circumstances may necessitate.

To adapt the Act to the Port of Caleutta the Commit-
tee suggest the following amendment :— ’

That the words Commissioners for the Improvement of the
Port of Calcutta shall be substituted for the words Board
of Trade, wherever the latter occur.

That the appointment and renumeration of fit and pro-
per persons having authority o detain unseaworthy ships
shall be made by the said Commissioners who shall have
power to revoke such appointment, from time to time, as
they may think fit.

That a ship shall be detained not only on complaint by
one-fourth of the crew, but also upon the authority of the
said Commissioners, if in their judgment detention was
justifiable under civcumstances other than complaint or
application by any of the crew. There should, however,
be a penalty applicable to cases of proved conspiracy or
wrongful detention, in order that wilful or malicious de-
tention may be adequately punished.

As the Imperial Act applies solely to Britisk ships, and
can reach them in any of Ier Majesty’s Possessions

abroad, the only local legislation necessary is to exiend
1
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its provisions 5o as to cover vessels belonging to British
Indian Ports, including all native owned seagoing craft,
as it is almost exclusively among vessels owned bybnative;
and manned by native crews that casualties of the cha-
racter already noticed take place.

THE MERCEANT SEAMEN’S ACT.

A reference having been made by the Lieute-
mnant-Governor for an expression of opinion on the
provisions of the proposed Bill on the above sub-
jeet the following remarks were submitted.

As stated in the Committee’s lotter it appears
that the law as at present existing is fully suffi-
cient for the relief of scamen who are really dis-
tre‘ssed: and, therefore, as the whole subject of
ships and seamen is being considered 4t Home,
there is not the urgency for the proposals being
passed into law which Government wish to claim
for them.

Trom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Dated Darjecling, 164}, October 1875.

‘I am directed to send the accompanying copy of a letter
No. 524 of the 29th September 1875, with enclosures,
fron} the Secretary to the Government of India in thy
Legislative Department, and to request ﬂmt‘ the( Lieutee-

nant-Governor may he favored with an ealy expression

&7

of the Chamber’s opinion on the provisions of the ¢ Bill
to amend the law relating to Merchant Seamen” which
has been introduced into tho Council of tho Governor
General,

From Goot. of India to Govt. of Bengal.
Dated Simila, 29tk September 1875.

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of the Bill to

“amend the law relating to Merchant Seamen (together

with its annexure), which has been introduced this day
imto the Council of the Governor General, and has been
referred o & Select Committee with instructions to report
in three months ; and I am to request that His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor will favor the Government of
India in this Department with an expression of his opinion
on the provisions of the Bill.

2. Tamalso to request that the Bill and statement
of objects and reasons may be published in the Calcutta
Gazette, and that the dates of such publication may be
communicated in your reply.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt, of Bengal.

Cualcutta, 27th November 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce instruct
me to submit for the consideration of His Homor the
Lieutenant-Governor the following observations on the
provisions of the Bill to amend the Law relating: to mer-
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«chant seamen received with your letter No. 34 of 16th
ultimo.

But before proceeding to record their opinions of the
separate sections of the Bill, the Committee direct me to
say that in their judgment the stringency of the law as
it already exists (Merchant Shipping Act of 1854) and
the precautions taken under it against seamen being ille-
gally discharged or improperly left behind at {foreign
places reduce to a minimum the evil which the Bill is
supposed to deal with, and that the expediency of the pro-
posed enactment in these respects does not appear to he
called for by the circumstances of the Port of Caleutta.

A great public nuisance, offensive in every respect, no
‘doubt exists in the number of vagrants and loafers who
abound in this city, and the. Committee’s apprehension is
that the Bill may be made the means of affording to this
class of destitute Buropeans the relief which it is proposed
to extend only to the legitimate objects of its protection,
wiz,, seamen who have been shipwrecked, discharged, or
left belind on the ground of inability to proceed on the
voyage.

Section 2.—The Committee are of opinion that. the
term owner should not be held to inel
posed interpretation or definition
objectionable and based on a misapprehe;
position of a so-called agent in India.
ship’s agent is the agent of a charterer
owner, and in such cases the agent’s
are to some extent antagonistic,

ude agent, The pro-
appears to them to he
nsion of the real
In many cases a
rather than of the
and owner’s interests
In very rare instances
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has an agent power over a master, who entirely represents
the owner in matlers affecting the seamen.

Therefore to render an agent—a temporary consignee.
of a vessel—liable to fine and imprisonment for default in
matters in which he has no ‘interest and over which he
has no possible control is an unreasonable provision of the
Bill.

Section 3.—1. The Committee are of opinion that the
cerlificate that a seaman is a “ distressed seaman” within
the meaning of the Act should be signed by a Magistrate
or the Commissioner of Police and not by any subordi-
nate officer appoinied by thelocal Government. If, how-
ever, it be found more convenient that a subordinate
officer, such as the Deputy Shipping Master, should he

’ employed to. examine into cases of distressed seamen,

the Committee arc of opinion that that officer should
not have power to grant a certificate which would be
conclusive evidence of a seaman’s distress, but there
should be an appeal to a Magistrate.

Bat whoever may be the authority to determine this
most material point, the Commitlee are of opinion that
the term ¢ distressed seaman” should be defined for his
guidance. Section 211 of the Jmperial Act of 1854 refers
to distressed seamen as those who have heen skipwrecked,
discharged, ov left belind ; the last condition meaning (as
per instructions to officers in British possessions abroad)
loft behind on the ground of inability to proceed on the
voyage.

2. The Committee are of opinion that when distressed
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seamen are to be provided with a passage at the public
expense the ship should have reasonable notice (of not
less than a week previous to her departure) of the
number of men allotted to her : that, with tho view to
guard against contagious disease being carried on board,
every seaman so shipped should be required to present a
health certificate signed by the Port Surgeon that the
man is fit for the voyage, and that every such seaman
should be placed on the ship’s articles in order to render
him amenable to the same rules of discipline as the crew,
short of actual service,

Sections 4 and 5.—~The object of these 2 sections
appears to bo the very desirable one of preventing the
accumulation of vagrants in Calcutta, which, as already
remarked, is a public nuisance of no small magnitude, and
in that respect the sections are approved : but at the
same time their provisions involve tho important issuo of
interforenco with agreements between Master and Seamen.
In many cases men are shipped for the voyage only, and
the Committee apprehend that the local Government has
not the power to set aside such special contracts.

Seamen thus paid off can always be sent homo as dis-
tressed seamen in case of there being no regul
ployment for them, but as a rule thero is
in this port for ablo-bodied men.

ar em-
always a demand

The refusal to allow ships to take native crows in the
place of Europeans is in the Committee’s opinion indefen-
sible on the broad principle of interference with freedom
of trade, and would be especially unjustin cases whero
vessels or steamers come to India with the object of re-
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gularly trading to and in the Bast. It is true that, under
these secti with the tion of Gover! t, seamen
may be discharged and native crews engaged; but if the
seamen agree to take their discharge and lascars are will-
ing to take their place, it should be an obligation on the
part of Government both to grant the discharge and to
sanction the engagement.

In the judgment of the Committee the penalty of im-
prisonment is far too severe for the contemplated offence
under these 2 sections ; and for a master of a ship to be
incarcerated in an Indian gaol, especially in the hot»
weather, is a punishment commensurate to a far greater

isd r than that d under these provisions.
The money penalty would be amply suflicient, if cven
that bo necessary—the Customs authorities having full
power already to bring a refractory master to his senses
by refusing his port clearance. '

Section 6.—The Committee are of opinion that the
money penalty provided for in this section is sufficient;
that the penalty of imprisonment should be struck out for
the reasons already recorded ; and that the former should
bo applicable only to the master of a vessel and not to the
owner or agent, who cannot possess the information as to
a seaman’s desertion or ahsence, and consequently cannot
comply with the provision of the section. To throw on an
owner or agent the responsibility of a duty which is a
master’s special care is most unreasonable.

Sections 7 and 8.—The Committee have no objection to
offer to the former of these soctions except in so far as it
is applicable in connection with tho section following. The
provisions contained in Section 8 are, inthe judgment of
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the Committee, most unjust and prejudicial to the ship,
while at the same time it offers to the seaman inducements
to commit offences so as to bring him under its operation.
Tt seems to he overlooked that a ship has to take away
another man in the place of the prisoncr if she refuses
him : and the Committee cannot see why the prisoner
so refused should not work his way home in another
vessel. The provisions of the scction are tantamount to
giving the man, al the expeusc of his late ship, a 3
months’ holiday after his imprisoment ; and if his offence
has been such as to compel the master to refuse to receive
the prisoner, the law shonld rather protect the master
than a refractory scaman, who may at sca repeat the
offence for which he was punished ashore, and be a
troublesome and unweleome member of the crew on the
return voyage. It should be optional with the master,
and not compulsory on him, to take back a seaman after
his imprisonment.

Sections 9 and 10.—The Committee see no objection to
the provisions of these 2 scctions.

Rules for the Examination of Masters, Ma,tes,v
and Engineers.

The Government proposals on this subject ap-
pear to the Co;nmit-t-ee desirable and, as far as they
can ascerfain in accordance with Home practice.
Tt is to be hoped that no vecurrence of a case such
as has been brought to the notice of the Local
Government by the Board of Trade will be pos-
sible under the Rules now proposed.
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From Govl. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutla, 16th March 1876.

¥ am directed to forward copy of a correspondence noted

To the Government of India, 0D the margin regarding the
Revenue, Agriculture, and Come oo oe e e (o
morce Department, No. 3ils, oxammation i o Y
dated st December 1875, and  of masters, mates, and engi-
enclosures. cantil

From the Government of India, mneers of the mercantile
TRevenue, Agricalture, and Com- §
morce Depnstment, No. 40, dated  Marine, and to request that tlie
2nd Tebruary 1876, and enclo-  Goyernment may be favored
surcs, . ‘

with an expression of the
views of the Chamber of Commerce on the question of

the appointment of examiners.
From Govt. of Bengal to the Govt. of India.
Daled the 1st December 1875,

In continuation of my letter No. 2917, dated 10th Sep-
tember 1874, I am directed to submit, for the purpose of
being laid before the Board of Trade, London, copy of
a letter No. 6924, dated 9th November 1875, with enclo~
sures, from the Officiating Master Attendant, submitting
rules for the examination, in this country, of Masters,
Mates, and Engineers, revised in accordance with the
regulations of the Board of Trade..

2. With regard to the question of domicile raised in
paragraph 2 of the Officiating Master Attendant’s letter,
1 am to say that although it is regarded by the Board of
Trade as a sine qua non to their recognition of the certi-
ficates granted at Caleutts, still it does not appesr to the

J
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Lieutenant-Governor ‘(vllat, under this rule, the Calcutia
examiners will be precluded from granting, in the cases
to which Caplain Baker refersin his letter, certificates
which will enable the officers to obtain promotion as at
present, but their retention of promotion will depend on
their again passing the examination of the Board of
Trade. Iam to observe that Tis Honor does not under-
stand ‘that the want of domicile will necessarily debar a
candidate from passing the examination, bul only that it
will disqualify him for receiving a cortificate which the
Board of Trade will be able {o recognize. Sir Richard
Temple does not therefore desire to press for any relaxa-
tion of the rule.

3. The Oficiating Masier Attendant has submitted a
seb of blank certificates on parchment, which are at pre-
sent in use in Caleutia, and I am to say that, if approved
Dy the Board of Trade, they will be printed in the form,
size, and color used by the Board ; and that separate
certificates will be printed for 2nd Mates and only Mates.

4. TIn regard to the form of examination papers, the
Officiating Master Attendant has selected, with slight al-
terations, the Board of Trade’s forms No. 1 to 7, and 10
to 17 and 23 ; and I am to request that if they are ap-
proved by the Board, a complete set of them as altered
may be supplied for that officer’s guidance.

5. The remarks made in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the
Officiating Master Attendant’s letter appear to the Licute-
nant-Governor to be worthy of consideration when an
opportunity offers for the amendment of Act T of 1859.

6. With regard to Captain Baker’s Tth paragraph, I

-
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am to say-that His Honor does not sce the necessity for
amending the scale of fees, as it is not o be supposed
that the Board of Trade will require the practice in this
matter to be uniform. The fees can, however, be assimi-
lated to those paid in England if the Board desire that
this should be done.

7. On the question of the appointment of examiners
and testing their qualifications, I am to say that Sir
Richard Temple desires to adhere to the views expressed
in Mr. Cotlon’s letter No. 49, dated 11th January 1875.

8. Iam to represent that His IHonor considers that

d in this correspond is one of

the question di
much importance to the Indian Mercantile Marine, and to
express 2 hope that the Board of Trade will be pleased,
under the explanations now offered, and with the gua-
rantee of the rules now adopted, to advise Her Majesty
to issue the necessary orders in Council for extending to
Caleutta the provisions of section 8 of the Merchant Ship-
ping (Colonial) Act of 1869.

9. The original enclosures of your office letter No. 59,
dated 18th May 1874 ave herewith returned.

Trom Government of Indiato Govl. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 2nd Tebruary 1876.

1 am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 3415, (Marine), dated the 1st December last, sub-

mitting, with reference to previous correspondence, rules

for the examination in this country of masters, mates, and
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engineers of the mercantile marine, vevised in sccordance
with the regulations of the Board of Trade.

2. Inreply, I am directed to state that the papers will
be transmitted to the Secretary of State, with a request
that it 1 ay be ascertained from the Board whether the
rules mest with their approval, and that they may be
urged to accept all certificates that may be granted under
the nes system.

3. In the meantime I am dirccted to request that,
with the permission of His Honor the Licutenant-Govor-
nor, arrangements may at once be made for the appoint~
ment of a qualified Examination Board to .he constituted
as follows :—

)—An officer of the navigating branch of the
Royal Navy, of not lower rank than a
Staff Licutenant, as examiner in na-
vigation, the senior Royal Navy officer
(not being below the rank indicated)
present for the time being at the head-
quarters of the Marine Swrvey Depart-
ment heing ex-officio examiners in that
branch.

(2.)—Three experienced masters, who have been
recently in suceessful command of mer-
chant vessels, as examiners in seaman-
. ship, &e.

(¢.)—=Three engineers as examiners in steam.
) A suitable person should be chosen as permanent pre-
sident of the scamanship examiners, and the chief engi-
neer examiners,

%
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4. Tt should be determined by His Honor where, af
what intervals, quarterly or halC-yearly, and onor about
what dates the examinations should be held ; and also
who should he the president of the scamanship examiners,
in what manner and under what rules the three masters
and the three engincers arc to be selected and appointed
for each examination, and what fees it is proposed they
should receive for their attendance on this duty. The
foregoing details should be carefully worked out at as
carly a date as possible, and I am to request that when
they have been settled the Government of India may be
informed of the result, and also of the date on which it is
proposed to hold the first examination.

5. Referring to paragraph 2 of your letter, His Excel-
lency the Governor-General in Council agrees with Ilis
Honor in the opinion that the rule requiring persons in
India to be domiciled for three years previous to exami-
nation will not debar a candidate from being examined,
the only effect being that it will disqualify him from re-
ceiving a certificate which the Board of Trade can recog-

nize.

6. His Excellency in Council also agrees with His
Honor’s view that thereis no special reason for assimi-
lating the examination fees in India to those in force in
England.

7. The suggestion in paragraph 5, that the Act (I of
1859) should be amended so as to make false declarations
punishable, and the question of the declaration referred
to in paragraph 6, will be taken into consideration.

8. Iam to take this opportunity of forwarding copy
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of a despateh from the Secrctary of State, No. 532 (Fi-
nancial), dated the 28th of October last, with enclosure,
from the Board of Trade, relative to the proposed exiension
to India of section 8 of the Merchant Shipping (Colonial)
Act, 1869, and {o the failure of Mr. Richard William
Meade to pass an examination in Lngland for a second
mate’s certificate, notwithstanding the fact {hat such a
certificate had been granted to him in Bengal in June
1874. 1t will be observed from these papers that the ap-
pointment of a duly qualified Board of Txaminers is cs-
sentially necessary, and I am to request that the circum-
stances of the case now brought to notice may receive due
consideration in the arrangements to be made Dy the
Government of. Bengal under the orders contained in this
letter. T am also to request that a separate report in the
case of Mr. Meade may be furnished for the information
of the Government of India and for {ransmission to the
Sceretary of State.

Trom Secretary of State for India to Governor-
General of India in Council,

London, 28tk October 1875,

In continnation of my TFinancial despatch, dated this
day, No. 538, I forward herewith, for your serious consi-
deration and report, copy of a further letter from the
Board of Trade, dated the 13th instant, relative to the ex-
tension to India of section 8 of the Merchant Shipping
(Colonial) Act, 1869, and to the failure of Mr. Richard
William Meade in passing an examination in this country
for a second mate’s certificate, notwithstanding such a°
certificate had been granted to him by the authorities in
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Bengal after an examination passed at Caleutta in June
1874.

Trom Thomas Gray, Esq., to Under-Secretary of
State, India- Ofice.

CERTIFICATES.

I am directed by the Board of Trade to state, for the
information of the Secretary of State for India in Coun-
cil, that the chief examiner of candidates for masters” and
mates’ certificates in the United Kingdom reports that
Mr. Richard William Meade, who passed at Caleutta in
June 1874 for a second mate’s certificaté, recently applied
for permission to present himself for cxamination for a
certificate of the same grade in London.

The required permission was accorded to him, and he
\\'aé examined on the 27th ultimo, the result being that he
has not merely failed, but his examination papers are so
very bad, and show so much ignorance, that this Board
cannot understand how he contrived to suceeed in passing
the examination at Caleutta.

The only conclusion to which this Board ean come is either
that the standard of examination in India was at the date
very much below the standard in the United Kingdom,
or élm.t the examinations were very inefliciently conducted.

The Board are led to make these observations in conse-
quen& of the recent application by tle Government of
Tndia that the provisions of section 8 of the ¢ Merchant
Shipping (Colonial) Act, 1869,” may be extended to cer-
tificates of competency issued by that Government.

]
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Tt must be remembered that the effect of the extension,
if granted, will be to place these certificates on an equali-
ty with the like certificates issued by this Board, and to
give them equal advantages in every respect. But one
of the chief conditions imposed by the Act upon which
these privileges may be granted is, that this Board must
be ¢ satisfied that the examinations are so conducted as to

_be equally efficient as the examinations for the same pur-

pose in the United Kingdom under the Acts relating to
merchant shipping.”

As o matler also of justice towards those candidates
who present themselves for cxamination in the United
Kingdom, it is important that candidates for equivalent
cerlificates in British possessions should not be able to ob-

* tain them with greater facility than in the United King-

dom, in consequence of the examinations being conduct-
ed with less efficiency than in this country. !

' It is possible that the case of Richard Meade may be
exceplional, and that, from some cause which does not
appear, his ability to pass in London for the same grade
for which he passed twelve months previously in Caleutta
entirely failed him at the time; but to judge from his
papers it is difficult to arrive at any other conclusion than
that already mentioned.

Looking, ‘however, to the importance of an efficient
system of examination being secured in India, now that
it is proposed to extend the provisions of section 8 of the
“ Merchant Shipping (Colonial) Act, 1869,” to Bengal, I
am to request you to be good enough to direct the atten-
tion of Lord Salisbury to the subject of this letter, and to

RS
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move his lordship, should he see no objection, to cause
enquiries to be made of the Government of India in re-
gard to the case of Richard W. Meade:

No. 40, dated Fort TWilliam, the 5th Jan. 1876.
Endorsed by the Government of India, Financial Dept..

Transferred to the Department of Revenue, Agricul-
ture, and Commerce for disposal, in continuation of the
communication from: this Department, No. 89 of this
date.

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.

Culeutta, 44k April 1876..

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire:

me to state in reply to your letter No. 742 of the 16th
ultimo that, in their judgment, a Board constituted as
proposed by the Government of India for the examination,
in this country, of masters, mates and engineers of the
mercantile marine would be' a sufficient tribunal for
testing the qualifications of candidates; and they will
be glad to see it established, in order that certificates of
competency may be granted only afier such a full and
searching examination as shall entitle the recipients
thereof to be held egual to any standard of efficiency in
the United Kingdom.

The case of Mr. Meade which was specially referred
by the Board of Trade to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
for India would appear to justify the conclusion that his
K

i
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examination in Caleutta must have been very inefficieni-
ly conducted, or that the local standard was greatly below
that observed at home 5 and the Committee believe and
hope that under the proposed system a repetition of g
similar ease will be impossible.

The Committee are of opinion thet the Board “of Bx-
aminers would be greatly strengthened by the proposed
appointment of three experienced masters of merchant
vessels, but as that service would involve the loss to
them of considerable time which would otherwise be de-
voted to their legitimate duties, the Committee suggest
that they should receive moderate remuneration for their
attendance at the Board.

Detention of Ovorland Mails in tho Liondon
and Bombay Post Offces.

The detention of a portion of the Overland
Mail for India which should have been trans-
mitted by the Brindisi route on 24th December
last was the subjest of a prompt remonstrance
by the Committee, and the foIIowing correspond-
ence ensued.

Members will also observe that the Committee
have lately drawn attention to the detention at
Bombay of Mails arriving there early in the
morning” and kept for . the evening train ; but,
from the reply of the Director General of the
Post Office, it will be seen that the delay
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cannot be obviated except by a special train all

the way to Calcutta, and that the cost of :Such a

service would not be warranted by the circum-

stances or sanctioned by the Govcmmegt.

TFrom Chamber of Commerce to Director General
of the Post Office.

Calcutte, 18th Junuary 1876.

The Englishman of the 14ih instant contained a special
telegram fvrom Allahabad, dated the previous dfz)', to the
following effect :—* Intimation has been received by the
“ Bombay Post Office, that owing to the enormous pres-
“ sure of business in London when the mail of the 24th
“ ultimo was despatched, many letters for India were
“Jeft behind,”—and a memorandum by the Post Master
of Bombay published in the Bombay Gazette of the 14ih
confirms that announcement, and adds that many letters
for the Colonics and for China had been similarly dealt
with,

With reference to such an unprecedented proc'ecding
on the part of the London Post Office the Commitice of
the Chamber of Commerce desire me to draw your atten-
tion to the very serious inconvenience it may
the commercial community whose letters had not been
despatched ; for not only will the advice of the purchase
or shipment of goods be delayed a whole week and the
market to that extent be lost, but great embarrassment
xhay be caused to merchants if cons.igm’flents of. goods
from England by Canal steamers mirive in the absence
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cof advices for their guidance, but they will also be exposed

to the greatest difficulty in transacting their business at
the Customs, and to heavy charges for goods regarding
which they have no information.

The Committee are of opinion that the detention of any
‘portion of the Overland mails to the East, which are des-
patched only once a week, would be most unjustifiable
‘except under circumstances which were absolutely un-
avoidable ; but that it should have occurred, as it is be-
lieved it did, under the pressure of 'an unusually heavy
and accumulated Christmas correspondence for distribu-
tion in the United Kingdom, discloses a singular disregard
for the proper performance of an important foreign ser-
vice ; and the Committee trust you will submita strong
and urgent remonstrance to Her Majesty’s Post Master
Greneral .against the manmer in which that service has
been neglected on this occasion.

Trrom Post Office of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 28th January 1876. -

In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated 18th
January I have the honor to enclose copy of a telegram
. dated 30th Decomber from the British Post Office to the
British Packet Agent at Suez, that formed the warrant
for the announcement to which you allude as respects the
detention of numerous letters posted in time for despatch
by the mail from London of the 24th December last.

2. On first reading the telegram I did not believe that
any letters for Indin had been left behind on the oceasion
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in question, and this view has been confirmed both by the
absence of speeific complaint from the public and by the
fact that no communication on the subject has reached
me from Her Majesty’s Post Master General.

3. There can, however, be no doubt that owing to
“ enormous pressure of husiness” on Xmas eve very many
letters for places in the East other than India were kept
back : this course was not in my opinion consistent with
the proper performance of the weekly Overland service,
and efforts should be made to prevent the recurrence of
what has been correctly characterised by you as neglect.

4. I have therefore forwarded your letter for submis-
sion to Her Majesty’s Post Master General with a com-
munication No. 7338 dated 28th January 1876 of which
a copy is enclosed.

‘Telegram.

To The British Packet Agent, Suez.
London, 30th December 1875,

Will you write by to-morrow’s packet to Post Master
Gencml; Ceylon, Hong-Kong, Singapore and each Aus-
tralian Colony informing them that enormous pressure of
business on night of twenty-fourth caused many letters
for those Colonies and for China and Japan to be left
behind ; this will explain failure if complained of s inform
Sorting Officers on board packet for Bombay to like effect
for communication to Post Master General Bombay.
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From Post Office of India to Post Office, London.
Caleutta, 28th January 1876.

I have the homor to forward for your information the
enclosed copy of a letter dated 18th January from the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce-directing attention to the
very serious inconvenience that may result to the mer-
cantile community from the detention for one week of
letters for the Bast, posted in time for despatch by the
mail which left London on the 24th December, and pmy;
ing that an wrgent remonstrance may be submitted to
Her Majesty’s Post Master Greneral, against the manner
in which the weekly overland service to the Hast was neg-
lected on the occasion in question.

2. The sole official intimation that has reached me
consists of the copy of a telegram (transeript enclosed)
from your office to the British Packet Agent, Suez, dated,
30th December, which states that letters for Ceylon,
Hong-kong, Singapore, the Australian Colonies, China
and Japan had been left behind “ through enormous
pressure of business,” it is not stated that any letters
for India had been detained and the fact that no commu-
nication from your office on the subject has reached this
office favors my first impression that no such detention
took place.

3. Iwould however state my concurrence with the
view oxpressed by the Committee to the effect that ¢ the
¢ detention of any portion of the overland mails to the
“ Tast which are despatched only once a week would be
“ most unjustifiable except under circumstances which

-
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“ were absolutely unavoidable.” And I do not regard
an enormous pressure of business on Christmas eve as a
sufficient warrant for such a detention. A postponement
of the departure of the steamer to the extent of even 24
hours would obviously have been a lesser evil than delay-
ing the despatch of a large mass of correspondence for one
whole week. ’

4. T trust that you will be good cnough to lay these
views before Her Majesty’s Post Master General in the
hope that they may be recognised as governing any
future case of like emergency.

From Chamber of Commerce to Director
General of the Post Qffice.

Calcutta, 2nd February 1876.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 7339 of the
28th ultimo, and to thank you for the promptitude with
which you have addressed Her Majesty’s Post Master
General on the subject of their reference.

It is within the knowledge of the Committee that im-
portant covers for Calcutta posted for transmission by the
24th December mail were not forwarded ; and the absence
of specific complaints from the public may be attributed
to the timely arinouncement that letters %ad been detained
and to the consequent necessily of submitting to the dis-
appointment and awaiting the arrival of the following
mail for the missing correspondence.
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Trom Post Qffice of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutte, 20tk March 1876.

In continuation of my letier No. 7339, dated 28th
January, relative to the detention of letters posted in
time for despatch by the mail from London of the 24tk
December, I have the honor to transmit, for the  infor-
mation of the Chamber, copy of reply No. 65B, dated
25th February, from the British Post Office.

2. It will be seen that Her Majesty’s Post Master
General exceedingly regrets the delay and has promised
to endeavour to anticipate future pressures of the kind.

From General Post Office.
London, 25th February 1876.

The Post Master General has had before him your
letler, No. 7338, of the 28th ultimo, with copy of one
from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, relative to the
inconvenience caused by the detention in London of a
portion of the correspondence for the East intended for
despateh by the mail, vid Brindisi, of the 24th Decem-
ber last. '

As you appear already to have learned, the cause of
the delay was the extraordinary pressure of work in this
office on Christmas eve. On that occasion there wasan
unfortunate conjuncture of difficulties, owing partly to
tho late arrival in London of some of the principal mails
from the Provinces, the Railway frains being behind

.
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. time, and partly to the accidental circumstance of an

unusual number of Foreign and Colonial mails being
despatched on the 24th December.

The Post Master Gencral exceedingly regrets the delay
which unfortunately oceurred, and his Lordship will en-
deavour {o anticipate, so far as the Post Office can, any
future pressure of the same kind. :

From Chamber of Cominerce to Post Office of India
Calcutta, 29th March 1876,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of letter No. 8549 of 20th
instant, and to thank you for communicating the result
of your reference to Her Majesty’s Post Master General
regarding the detention of portion of the overland mail of
24th December last.

DETENTION OF MAILS AT BOMBAY,
From Chamber 0f Commerce to the Director
General of the Post Office of India.

Caleutla, 25th April 1876.

The frequent arrival of the overland mail steamers at
Bombay at an early hour in the morning and the deten- .
tion of the mails until the departure of the ordinary train
at 6 in the evening induce the Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce to inquire if it is not possible to obviate

L




90

that detention and to accelerate the delivery of lettors
for distant destinations ?

On two occasions during the current month—the 6th
and 20th instant—the mail packets were signalled before
6 A3, and as the mails did not leave till 6 p. ., they
were kept waiting in the Bombay Post office for nearly
12 hours: and the Committee desire me to request you
will favor them with the expression of your opinion
whether the mails could not be transmitted under special
arrangements 5o as to overtake the previous night’s train
at Jubbulpore or Allahabad : and whether the Govern-
ment of India would sanction such acceleration and the
cost thereof, if the saving of the time otherwise lost at
Bombay could be so accomplished.

From Director General of the Post Office qf: India
. to Chamber of Commerce. .

Simla, bth May 1876.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 25th ultimo and in reply to state, for the in-
formation of the Chamber, that, under existing regulations,
a special train is employed for the conveyance of the
overland mails from Bombay on all occasions when it is
possible to catch up the ordinary train before the latter
leaves Jubbulpore.

. 2. To overtako the ordinary train before or at Jubbul-
pore it is necessary to start the special train before or at
midnight, so that it is only in the event of 2 late afternoon
or evening arrival of the mails that the employment of a
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special. train is of any advantage. The rule prescribed
for the Bombay Post office is that a special train should
be used when the last batch of overland mails reaches the
Bombay Post office between 6-15 and 11-30 r. . If this
period were extended by 2 hours the special train starting
at say 1-30 A. M. would not overtake the ordinary train
before Allahabad.

3. The use undor present rules of a special train as far
as Jubbulpore involves a cost of Rupees 1,848, and the
use of a similar train as far as Allahabad (although this
has not been sanctioned by the Government) would cost
at the same rate about Rupees 2,535.

4. To provide for the prompt transmission of overfand
mails arriving 2t Bombay (as in the cases referred to by
you) early in the morning, nothing short of a special
train all the way to Calcutta would do : and the cost of
such a service would not in my opinion be warranted by
the circumistances or sanctioned by the Government.

THE PIDDINGTON FUND.

Barly in 1870 the Chamber ventured to enlist

-the sympathy and aid of the mercantile and
‘gencral community in favor of Mrs. Piddington,

the aged widow of Mr. Henry Piddington,
author of the Law of Storms, and for some years
the Coroner for Calcutta and FPresident of the
Marine Court.

A liberal subscription was raised which enabled
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the Chamber to improve the widow’s slender - )
circumstances by adding 100 rupees a month to MEMBTRS RETIRED.
her income: and that provision was continued . __ ¢ Messrs.
up to the time of Mrs. Piddington’s death, which” Messrs. Argenti %cmhﬂt {%ndsclj][l)" for Putz
took place last September. ' Kerr Taruck and Co, Me.»sxs.. o bt
‘ and Co., and Manockjee Rustomjee, Esq.
After payment of faneral expenses and cost of i v
. e F THE CEAMBER.
2 monument in the cemetery of Chandernagore, FUNDS OF TEE C. ‘
* the Chamber held a surplus which admitted of a . t-
2 1 n 30th April amoun
refund of a moiety of subscriptions ; and the Tho ghazﬂ:;elr;;?g m:}:;il(;sive of Rs. 10,000 in
Committee have therefore closed the Tund by ed t‘? St (}iover;lm’ent Securities.
returning 50 per cent. of the contributions, , 4 per cent.
JOHN MORISON,
THE COMMITTEE. Vice-President.

The following members having been appointed ] o
by the Committee as their colleagues during the ; : ’
half-year-under the provisions of Rule 8, you are i ' :
requested to confirm their clections :— i

Mr, W. Craik, Mr. J. A, Anderson, Mr.
Duncan Mackinnon, and Mr, 8. A. Micrulachi,

1

|
The vacancies in Committee filled up by these i ) ,‘:»
members were created by the appointment of ' i Iil
Mr. J. Morison as Viee-President and by the !
resignation of Messrs. Negroponte, Macmichael, '
and Klemington, proceeded to Europe,
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| Cubic
. b, per
T Crwt, per | Cubic YLES. Owt. p feet
ARTICLES. . Ton Nett, pefe{‘zn & ARTICLES, Ton Nett. per Ton.
—

Coral, rough Nux Vomica 16 |
C,oir, loose tnd unscrewed 1 60 | |

opras, or Cocoanut Kernel N il, in cases |
Corinuder Seed Oil, in cases s, it

otton . Opium per ches i
Cowries - Paddy 16 il
Cummin Seed - Palmatine, in bays Hin

5 laok Peas B

Cutch, in bags Pepper, Long
Dates, wet » ack

s dry Planks and Deals
Dholl Poppy Seed
Elephants’ Teeth in bulk Putchuck
Furniture Rags
Garlic and Onions Ravw Silk, in bales

inger Ratians for dunnage
Gram Red Wood, ditto
Gums, in cages Rhea o0
Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth ice 50"
Gunjah Rope, in coils e e
Hemp 5 Lines and Twines, in bundles 1 ‘
Hides, Buffulo, or Cow, cure, Rum, in casks - 2 pu
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips Saflower i -

Horns, Cow, Buffalo, or Deer Sago, in cases
India Rubber, in bags -

Bal-amoniac, in bags

» in cases " 0xe8
Indigo Sallpetro
Tron Salt
Jute N Sapan Wood for dunnage
Jute Cuttings Sealing Wax, in cases
] Lac Dye Sced-lac, in cases
i Lard » ags
| Lingeed . Senna
Mace | . Shells, rough, in bags
Machinery Shell-lac, in cases
Metals » ags
Mathie Seed Silk Chussum
Mirabolams , Waste
Molasses 8ilk Piece Goods
Mother o’Pear], in bags Skins .
n chests Soap, country, in cases
Munjeet, " ags
Mustard or Rapo Seed bar
Niger Sced

Stiok Lao, in cnses

Nutmegs, in cases or casks bags 16 | ..

»




Gt por | Ot
ARTIOLES. Ton Neth, | _ fect
per Ton.

Sugar
Tallow, in cases or casks
Tale

Tamarinds, in cases or casks.,
Tapioca
Tea,

Teel Seed
Timber, round

s Bquared
Tincal

Tobacco, in baley . 16
Tortoise Shells, in chests ., T
Turmerie 16
Wheat . 20
Wool SN

1. Goods in Casks or Cases to be caleulat
when paying freight by weight ; and where
on measurement, the measurement be taken on the Custom” House
whuf, or other shipping wharf within a radius of 5 milos from
the Custom House, exeept in the case of Cotton, the measurement
of which shall be taken at the Serew-Louse.

ed gross weight
freight is made payablo

2. Measurement to be taken ab largest part of the bale,—inside
the lashing on one side and outside on the other,

3. Jute, Jute-cuttings,
ticles similarly packed, are
400 1bs.

Hemp, Cotton, Safflower, and other ar-
serewed in Dbales varying from 300 to

4. The term « dead weight” shall bo understood to mean the
following articles: Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Dholl,
Peas, Linsced, Rapesced and all Metals,

H. W. I WoOD,

Secretary.

e

vil
SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopted by a Speeial General Meeting of the Benged
Chamber of Commerce held on the 18th June 1861,— with effect from:
1st Januory 1862. .

1. On the salo, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Gold

Dust or Coin ... o 1 por cent.
2. On the purchase (when in funds) or salo of Indigo,

Ruw Silk, Silk Piece Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-

cious Stones, or Jewellery ... 2%,
8. On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by

the Agent .5 »
4. Onthe sale or purchase of all other goods—the

commission in all cases to be charged upon the

gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-

chases upon both cost and charges w b ”

6. On returns for Consignments if made in produce ... 2} »

8, On returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion, or

Treasure w1 ”
7. On accepting Bills against Consignments 1 »
8, On the sale or purchase of Ships, Factories, Houses,

Lands, and all property of & like description ... 2} y

9. On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro-
perty of any description referred to Agency for
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which
ghall afterwards be withdrawn ; and on goods
cousigned for conditional delivery to others and

g0 delivered, on invoice amountat2s. per rupee. balf com,

0. On making advances or procuring loans of money
for commercial purposes, when the aggregato
commission does mnot exceed 5 per cent ... 2% per cent,
11. On ordering, or receiving and delivering goods, or
) i ding the fulfilment of ts, or on
th‘e shipment of goods, where no other Commis- o
»

sion is derived.




viii

€ . i
T ix ¥
12. On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements, . i
s N . N
;ld on security for ad ation of 22, On eflecting Insurances, whetler on lives or pro-
<f stnt;;, or to Government for the disbursement Ko perty . 4 per cont.
= o ; ZP‘; ic money ) - 2} percent, 23. On sottling Insurance claims, losses, and averages
- on "]'c edere or guaranteeing the due realization of of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre-
sales | .
14. On the managoment of Tstates fo i piam B
Admini g Tstates for Txecutors or e 24, On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating Bills o
ministrators 2 f Exchany L !‘
! . 2 . xchange ... i B
15, On ch.artermg ships or engaging tonnage for con- o hchmge . 5 s ! “r\
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for . Ou debf.s o otlzer' claims \\"hen 2 process ab Jaw or i
loading ~ arbiteation is incwrred in claiming them 2%y, H
T - A1g
16. On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com- ’ " Or if recovered by such means ... w b ” il
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the 26, On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored w1 " R
amount of passage money, whether the samo | 27. On collecting House Rent w2,
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not 2%, » 28, On ship’s Disbursements R
17. On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order 29, On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any
or'ch:u'ber, or on procuring employment for a loan on respondéntia n 2 m
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for 30. On granting Letters of Oredit ... s 1 »
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon ' 31. On sale or purchase of Government Securities and #
the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive 5 » Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every §
18. Onengaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the exchange or transfer not by purchase from one
Mawritius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon class to another BT B
the gross amount of earnings ., b » 32. On delivering up Government Secwrities and Bank
19. On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or or other Joint Stock Shaves, on the market value &,
elsewhere, on the gross amountof possage moncy 33. On all amounts debited and credited within the year
forrank and file - ~ B (less the balance brought forward) upon which
L .2y, ) A . .
20.  On realising inward freight, inward troop, Emigrant, no Commission amounting to 6 per eent. has 1
or Cabin passage money ’ % been charged .. e i,
. . 2,
21. On {nnd?ng and re-shipping goods from any vessol L #&5~ Brokerage when peid is to be separately charged.
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting . A, W. L. Wo0p,
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con- Secretary.
cerned on the declared value of all such goods R i
as may be re-shipped, and on the net Pproceeds of '
all such goods as may be publicly sold b i
1t Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picoo Goods... 25 . ; !
Tt Treasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery 1‘ v iy
.
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Agelasto A, and Co,
Apear and Co.
Ashburner and Co,

Anderson, Wiight and Co,
Agent, Oriental Bank

Baliour, J.
Corporation

Balow and Co.

Begg, Dunlop and Co,

Bloch, 3., Offy. Manager,
D i

te de Paris,
Bon

Buskin, . G,
B and Co.

Calder, G. L, Offy. A gent of the Eustern l
Bengal Railway Company,

Catlisles Nephews and (o,

Coclnane, 8. Manager, dgra Bant,

Limited.

Colvin, Cowie and Clo,
Crooke, Rome and Co,
Cox, Henry S,
Cobn Brothiers and Co,
DeSouza, Thos. and C,
Duncan Brothers aud Co.
Dwarkanath Dutt and Co,
Lde and Hobson,
Ernsthausen and Oestorlay.
Ewing and Co.
Llliott, John and Co.
Tzra, 1. D. 1.
Forgusson, J. H. and.Co,
Finlay, Muir and Co,

it d Co.
iger,
Grabam and Co,
Grindlay and Co,
Gubbay, Tlias S,
JHendeison, George and Co,
Hecilgers, ¥. W, ana Co.
Hoare, Miller and Co,
Huber and Co,
Jmdine, Skinner and Co.
Kettlev:=)l, Bullen and Co.
Kelly and Co,

nd Co,
Dods and Co,
Xing, Hamilton and Co,

Lougmuiv, L. Manager, Delhi

London' Bank, Limiteq,

|
Couptoir | Moran, W.'and
daile, Sehiller and Co.

A A,

| Lovell, H. ., Supde, P. ¢ 0. Stean

Navigation Company,
Mackillican, J. and_ Co,

| Macallister, R, ‘and Clo,

| Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co,

| Mackenzio, Lyall and Co.

| Maencill and Co,

| Mackight, And

m and Co,
| Mouiss, I, Agent, Houg-Kony ang
Shanghai Banking Corporatips.

Nicol, Fleming and Co,
Potrocochino Brothers,
Prawnkissen Law and o,
alli Brothers,
Ralli and Mavrojani
Reinhold and Co,
] Robert and Charsiol,
| Rentiers and Co, .
Robinson, S. “H.,," Seoretury Goosery
Cotton 3iils Qo.
| Reid, 3. M4 gent, Chartered Mereantire
‘ Banl: of India, London, und Ching.
Sagrandi, J. P.
imson” J., Agent, Chartered  Bank:
of India, Australia and Ching,
Stecl, McIntosh and Co,
Schroder, Smidt and Co,
| Schocne, Kilburn and Co,
| Sassoon, David and Co,
| Shaw, Finlayson and Co,
| Thomas, I. and Co.
1 Tumer, Monison and (o,
| Toulmin, .. W. and Co,
Tamvaco and Co,
lambaci, Paul and Co.
Ullmann, Hirsehhorn and o,
Vuletta N, J. and Co,
Weinholt Brothers,
Wilson, I F, N
Windram, 3. Manager, National Bant;
of Iudia,
i Whitucy Brothers and Go,
| Williamson Brothers and (v,
Wiseman, Miteholl, Reid ad o,
Yule, Andrew and Co,

O
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
or ’I-Iﬂl ) o [‘E

TMERCE,

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERC]
First ... That the Society shal{ be st)lrlf,d Tne
Bryean Cramser oF CoMMERCE. _—
Second.... That the object and duty of the e:nih
Pt dl amber of Commerce shall be to \HT. o
ov:r and protect the general comlz;n;;ad
jnterests of the PresildeGC)’l(sz?cauﬁc‘;hta .
1 1e por f H
Sl)e(:lal)llzyt:lxll?ss)eﬁls wit,%)in its power bfot
:ﬁeelfcﬁm;val of evils, the' \'edre;st(l)f('3 g;;(:i:
ances, and the promotion o i 1‘60 con-
mon good ; and, with that vxe\\l,)l'c oo
municate with Govcrm?len't,.pu ]1‘ outhor
rities, associations, and mdw1d.\1a s ibitmte
ceive references fron?, and 104 zubr oo
between, parties willing to abide )ber .
iudement and decision of L'he Ch:}m l‘f,
p rloto form a code of practice 1? simplify
zﬁd facilitate transaction of bus'mess. ”
¥ That merchants, bankers, sln})-gwneu,
T’”rdm"'m)c‘l brokers shall alone e admissible as
;nembers of the Cham];er.. e e

idat r adnmiss as

F‘”""”""-Th‘“ ' Z:;nfltimé;aﬁﬁ)e: shall be proposefi
:1?:18560011(14:(1 by two mex{ﬂ)e\'ﬁ, and may
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be elected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.

Fifth.......That the subscription of firms and banks

shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil members 32 rupees per
annum.

Sizth ... That any member of the Chamber whose

subscription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
month’s notice of such default,

Seventh. .. That the business and funds of the Cham-

ber shall be managed by a Committee of
not less than five nor more than seven
Members, including the President and
Vice-President, to be clected annually at a
General Mecting of the Chamber in the
month of May ; the President, or, in his
absence, the Vice-President, being ex-offi-
cio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to elect .its own
Chairman. Three to form a quorum.

Ziighth.... Annual elections of President, Vice-

Preside}lt, and members of the Com-

o

xiii

.mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-
dent, from the Presidency for three
months or by departure for Europe, or
by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
Committee. Al vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committec
shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee subject to approval at
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.

BT It @s specially requested that before a Member
isreturned to serve on the Commaittee his nomina-
tor shall have ascertained his willingness to accept
office tn the event of his election by voting cards.

Ninth...

That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be eligible to serve as members of
the Committee.

i‘
i:
b
‘E
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Z'enth... Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time.

Eleventh. That the Committee shall meet for the
purpose of tramsacting such business” as
may come within the province of the
Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Twelfth. That all proceedings of the Committee
be subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth.That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Commiftee be prepared,
printed, and circulated for information’
of members three days previous to the
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval.

Fourteenth.That the Secretary shall be elected
by the Committee ; such clection to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Fifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-

XV

mittee may consider convenient for the
despateh of business.

Siwteenth.That any number of members present
shall be held to constitute a General Meet-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.

Seventeenth. That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman. of Committee, shall call a
Special General Meeting, to be held with-

in 15 days subsequent to veceipt of such -

requisition.

Tighteenth.That every subscribing firm or ‘bank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and-that
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and.Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.

Nineteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their Prim
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Tuwentieth That voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first. That the Chamber reserves to itself
the right of expelling any of its members;




o XVi-

such expulsion to be decided by the votes ;
of three-fourths of members present in * k&
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-

ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for

the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-second.That strangers visiting the Presiden-
cy may be admitted by the Committee '
as honorary members for a period not ex-
ceeding two months.

Twenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
) gulations of the Chamber shall be made
except by the votes of a majority of
the members of the Chamber present in
person or by proxy at a Special General
Meeting to be held after previous notice
of three months.

Cones and Co., No, 19, Loll Bozar,
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