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Proceedings uf the half-yearly General Meeting
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Teld on Monday, the 20th December 1875.

. C. Moreay, Esquirn, President, in the Chair.

The Cramrvay said :—In submitting the Re-
port of the Committee for the past balf-year, I
have very little to say, as the correspondence
speaks for itsell.

The first point is the new Customs Tariff Act ;
and this has been the subject of so much discus-
sion by the public at large that any lengthened
remarks from me would be superfluous. The
duty on imported cotton has beea protested
against by this Chamber in common with the
Chiambers of the other Presidencies, as well as
all Associations in India connected with the
cotton manufacturing interests of this country.
The proposed tax, as far as can be ascertained, has

not met with much more favor in England than

in Tndia, and it is to be hoped that the Secretary

of State, who now has the matter under consi-

deration, will place his veto upon a measure whicl
A
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is so entirely opposed as well to the interests of
this country as to the progressive policy which
has- otherwise characterised the measures of the
Government of India.

The Commitiee considered it necessary to advert
to the passing of the Tariff Aet, an Act which so
extensively affects the non-official community, at
Sirala, where the non-official members of Council
could not make their voices heard; and they

learnt with regreb that their repeated applications -

for a revision of Tariff values, which needed no
new legislative measure but could have been
cffected by a simple notification of the Govornor-
General, had been construed into acquiescence of
a procedure which not only nullified any represen-

tative character the Legislative Council may pos-
sess, but which was also abt variance with the
rules for the conduct of business in the Council
laid down by the Governor-General in February
1873. They have, as you will see, protested
against such interpretation being put upon their
action. ‘

The next matter is the Custoins Administration.
It will no doubt be in your recollection that at the
last meeting of the Chamber the late President
made some remarks upon this subject. These re-
marks attracted the notice of the Viceroy and the
Lieutenant-Governor, and the correspondence en-
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sued which is detailed in the Report. To the
Committee’s letter of 2nd July last, which closes
the correspondence, no reply has been received,
but a notice appeared in one of the daily prints
on the 1st December, from which it would seem
thdt the matter has been under discussion. How
far the notice is authentic we have no means of
knowing, but the information supplied to the
paper appears sufficiently precise to lead us to be-
lieve that, although we have received no reply to
- our letter, the subject of it has been receiving the
attention of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
and of the Government of India.” From the pub-
lished stabement it would appsar that it is propos-
ed to abolish’the summary which is now required
at the Custom House. With reference, however,
to the details which merchants are now called
upon to furnish, His Honor is reported to have
stated that it is unreasonable for merchants to
withhold information which may be needed by
Government. There has not been, as far as the
Committee are aware, any objection raised on
their part to the furnishing of any information
which merchants are in a position to give. The
Committee have been in personal communication
with the Statistical Department, to whom they
have represented the impossibility of making cor-
rect returns under certain heads, viz., weight of
stationery, glass, bottles, yardage of handkerchiefs, -
&e., details of which are not supplied in invoices ;
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and as it was understood that the Statistical
Departwent intended to modify their requirement
under these heads, the question was only alluded
to in the Committee’s letter of 2nd July. I
* would merely add here that T feel sure no mem-
Der of this Chamber would hesitate to give Glo-
vernment all the information in his power which
can reasonably be asked for, but with reference
to the returns to which I have just alluded, and
which seem to be of no practical value, it is nof,
only unreasonable to ask for them, but also, if the
returns have any value, liable to lead to error,

The opinions of members of the Chamber hav-
ing been taken with reference to the Daily
Custom House Reports, a Committee consisting
of the Collector of Customs, two mercantile gentle-
men not members of the Chamber, and two of
your Committee, considered the subject, and
some alterations have been made, . which will, it
is hoped, render these daily returns as convenient
as possible.

The only other subject in the Report which calls
for attention is the alteration in the Telegraph
Rules. No official notification was published till
the 10th of this month, but in October your Com-
wittee heard indirectly of the probable tenor of
the alterations which were to come into force on
the 1st January 1876. Obscrving that they
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would very largely affect existing codes, which it
was even then too late to have modified in order
to meet the requirements of the Convention of
St. Petersburg, the Committee addressed the
Government of India, and requested that the
Sceretary of State might be addressed by wire to
move for a suspension of the new regulations ill
the 1st May next, in order to allow sufficient
time for merchants in India to communicate with
their foreign correspondents. The thanks of the
Chamber are due to Government for their prompt
acquiescence in this request ; but I regret to say
that their application for an extension “of time
was not successful. I must add that I think the
delegate from India to the St. Petersburg Con-
vention has not sufliciently considered the inter-
ests of the various mercantile communities in
this country, who contribute so large a share
towards the support of the telegraphs ; and I trust
that in any future changes greater regard may

“be paid as well to the wishes as to the conve-

nience of merchants in this country. The Com-
mitee have recently addressed the Government
urging these points for ¢onsideration in future.

I cannot sit down without noticing the loss
which the Chamber has sustained during the half
year by the death of Mr. Cecil Stephenson. The
voluminous traffic returns with which the Cham-
ber has so long been supplied by the East Indian
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Railway have: been mainly due to the courtcs'y
of Mr. Stephenson. ~Tor these and for the readi-
ness which Mr. Stephenson always showed to
farnish any information of which the Chamber
Das stood in need, our warmest thanks are due,
and his loss is o matter of sincere regret.

1 have now to move that the Report of the
Committee be received and adopted.

Mr. Morray said T must beg leave, Mr. Chair-
man, in seconding your resolution, to say a few
words on the subject of the decision (as reported
in the newspapers) of the Licutenant-Governor
with reference to the remarks made by me when
1 had the honor of laying the previous half-yearly
report before the members of the Chamber. IHis
Tlonor says he . considers, after full enquiry,
that the charge of high-handedness” in the
goneral tone and policy of Custom Ilouse admi-
nistration cannot be sustained. Tn the report of
the Chamber certain. distinct cases were brought
forward, not one of which has been disproved,
and we arve not told what enquiries have led Iis
Honor to the above conclusion. The word “ high-
handedness” seems to have given offence : I could
not find any other word which would have ex-
pressed my meaning so accuralely, or T should
have gladly used it. The report in question gives
many instances of complaints, and all T can say is

ST
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that i’ they do not constitute “ Ligh-handedness;”
then, Sir, I do not know what “high-handedness”
means. ' :

1 beg to sccond the resolution that the. report
be received and adopted.

Mr. Cratx desired to say a few words in re-
gard to that portion of the report which referred
to the Customs Tariff Act. As he understood
from their correspondence the Committee would
appear to be well satisfied with the changes which
had been introduced into the Taviff, with the
single exception of the new duty to be levied
on the imports of raw cotton, not the produce of
Continental Asia or Ceylon. This was an expres-
sion of opinion which he could not allow to pass
as representing the unanimous voice of the Cham-
ber, because he had no hesitation in saying for
himself (and he believed he expressed the views
of several members of the Chamber) that, secing
the duties on imported cotton piece goods are
retained, the introduction of this new duty on raw
cotton as absolutely necessary to. prevent the
manufacturing interests of this country from being
unduly protected. I.ooking, he said, to the posi-
tion taken by the Committee. on this subject, he
found from the letter which they addressed to Go-
vernment that they expressly implied that were
this new duty repealed the imports of cotton piece

e —
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goods could not expect to inerease with the . ex-
panding requirements of the country, but still
they urge for certain reasons the abolition of the
duty, and then they go on, somewhat illogically,
as he thought, to add “the Committee are no ad-
vocates of pretection.” To this he could only re-
ply-in the language of the French proverb “qui
Sexcuse sSaccuse.” Iowever it appeared, he said,
that they had two reasons to urgo why they would
recommend a policy which, on their own showing,
must tend more or less to protect one interest
against another, and these were that such protec-
tion would bring about an improvement in {the
rate of exchange and would also remove, to usc
their own language, the “root of the evil,” which
produced a scarcity of food in this country. He
feared that such desirable ends were not likely to be
so easily attained, and he deprecated the adoption
of a protective policy upon contingencies which,
however desirable they might be, were not, he be-
lieved, within the bounds of human foresight. As
it geemed to him, the Government had, in the
measure which they had introduced, done all that
was in their power, as far as the finer deseriptions
of cotton fabrics are concerned, to hold the balance
equally between all the conflicting interests on
this question, and that, as rvegards these finer
fabrics, they had fairly redeemed the promise
made by the Secretary of State, when lately ad-
dressing a meeting of the Manchester Chamber

o
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of Commerce, that while obliged to retain these
duties « purely and simply as a matter of finance,”
they would not pursue a protective policy ; and
his only regret was that having before them clear
proof that the coarser cloths manufactured in
Tngland could not, when weighted with duty,
now compete with native manufactures, the Go-
vernment should not have relieved these entirely,
as their import having almost entirely ceased the
maintenance of the duty. on them could not be
urged as a financial necessity.

However, he had every confidence that the
time is not far distant when the Government may
see their way to abolish these duties altogether,
duties yielding, as they do, only about 1} per
cent. of the total revenue of the country, and he
was quite sure that the expansion of trade and
the increased prosperity which the country would
cujoy from free trade in cotton piece goods would
bring about an indirect gain to the revenue far
exceeding that which would be lost by the aboli-
tion of the duties.

The Cnamyan said that several members in-
timately comnceted, mot only with the general -
picce goods business, but also with that of the
finer fabrics, had been quite as strong in protest-
ing against the cotlon duty as the Committee had
been. He thought the Committee were right iu

B
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recommending the extension of local manufactare,
and utilisation of the labor of the people of the
country which "wa.s at present almost entirely
devoted to agricultural pursuits.. As regards the
‘rémoval of the import duties, he quite agreed
with Mr. Craik, and the Committee had express-
ed a hope in their letter that the time might not
be far distant when the finances of the country
would admit of free trade in cotton piece goods.
He was sorry Mr. Crajk did not agree with the
action taken by the Committee in regard to the
Bill. Most of the leading merchants were of
opinion that it was desirable to ask for the repeal
of the cotton duty, and it was for that reason thiat
the Committee had made a strong protest against
it. )

The Hon’ble Mr. Burren Sauru spoke as fol-
lows :—

Mr. Chairman—as to this vexed subject of the

duty on long-stapled cotton, I confoss that, al-
though I have mo very strong feelings on the

subject, my sympathies are move with the Com-

mittee than with my friend Mr. Craik, and I
would tather have seen the tariff bill appear
_ without this item. T particularly am at one with

the Committee in the views they express as to °

the extreme desivability of doing what can be
done to get some of the people of this country
off the-land, to lessen the number of those who

11

carn their livelihood as cultivators” of the soil.
The arguments of Mr. Craik, and. others who
think with him, may be theoretically correct, but
we have been expressly told that the import du-
ties are only kept on for financial rcasons, and
the desire and hope is to get rid of them, as late-
ly put very plainly by the Secretary of State.
This being so, it seemed to me hardly worth while
to impose the new duty of which we have been
speaking ; it can bring little or nothing of finan-
cial assistance to the exchequer, and, even though
its absence should savour a little of protection, T
would rather that, than see anything passed which
is likely to check in any degree the rising manu-
faglures of this country. While on this subject,

- I have one more remark to make. There seems

to be an impression abroad—indeed, I have scen
it stated in the publics prints—that I, and pre-
sumedly my friend Mr. Murray, who was my
colleague on the tariff committee carly in the
year, had been asked for, and had given, our
opinion as to this cotton duty, before this
Chamber had any - information on the subject,
But’ this is a mistake. The duty in question
never came before the Tariff Committee, and
those gentlemen who have read  the Report of
that Committee will be aware that it contains no
notice of this subject. [Mr. Murrav: I can
confirm, as far as I am concerned, what the
Hon'ble Mr, Bullen Smith has said. The ques-




n de to‘me] T \\ush now to notice bueﬂy the
] nph of the hal-yemly Report which relates
"'t‘o Marine Surveyors, from which it will be
'seeu that the local Government referred the re-
quest of the Chamber and Porb Trust tothe Go-
vernment of India, and that nothing is'likely to
be done in the matter, pending an amendment of
the gencml law relating to Merchant Seamen now,
or about to be taken, in hand. In common with
many, I regret this delay, and really cannot see
that what we ask for is at all comiected with Mer-
chant Seamen. What we desire is that those
exercising the calling of Surveyors of shipping
and goods in this port, shall be under some con-
trol, amenable to some authority, and duly licens-
ed.. A case occurred lately which was certainly
discreditable to some one in the highest degree,
which was prominently noticed in the newspapers
at the time, and I believe was brought before the
_ Chamber. It isnot my intention to speak of
this matter at all personally, or to express any
opinion upon the merits of cither party in this
l)qrticulm' case, but the scandal it afforded was so
great that the necessity for what we ask has be-
come more than ever apparent. On the one
hand, we see ch'ngcs of the gravest kind' brought
qg'unsh the most prominent Surveyor of the port,

_utterly opposed to each ot

and, on the other hand, we-have (.hc most, express
denial of these charges. ‘The shtements are 50
that both cannob
be true. There must 01t11e1 lnvc been Qross neg-
lect of duty and prevarication on the one hand,
or falschood on the other; and yet, with the
publication of the par ticulars, this case, sofull of
interest to the merchants and underwribers of
this port, falls to the ground : nothing is done,
nor will be done, because there is no Board, or
Committee, or, Tribunal, whose duty it is to over-
look the Surveyors of this port. Suvely, this is
an evil calling for remedy. I need not say that
it is not for a moment contemplated that such a
Board should attempt to interfere in the least
with the conditions and regulations of Lloyds, or
any other underwriting body, bub it would be
clearly  their province to license only %mt.xble
men, and still more to institute pr oper cnqun Y,
and take such subsequent action as might be
found . mecessary when, as in the caso to which T
have ah‘éady referred, specific complaint is made
against the conduct of any Surveyor. T shall be
glad if the Committee of the Chamber can see
their way to a further representation to the Ben-
gal Government on this most important subjeet,
with the view of getting something done without
waiting for the Merchant Seamen’s Bill. T hope
the Port. Commissioners will m'\lw another move
in the same direction, and i think their vxews
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would  derive:much: additional weight from'inde.

pendent.action‘on-the ‘part of tliis Chiamber,

Mr. Muneav:—I ‘am glad my fiiend My
Bullen Smith has' touched upon the subject of
the  Marine - Surveyors in this port:  When I
first was President of this Chamber the subject’

attracted my attention, and I wrote an important -

letter to the Government of Bengal on the neces:'

sity of placing the Surveyors under some' legal

enactments, as the pilots- are. No notice was
taken of this letter. When T reburned - to the"
Qhambor'as President, the correspondence relat-
ing. %o the New Merchant Shipping ‘Act was
submitted to us; but I found, to my ‘astonish:
ment, that this lotter had been quietly omitted
from the record. This fact was prominently
. brought to the notice of Government,  But the
letter and the important subject to which it re-
fers ave still allowed to slumber, and the scandals
alluded to, and which it was intended to correet,
are permitted to continue. '

The Cramrax said that tho Commitlee would
be.very happy to take up the matter with the least
possible delay. The reason why action had not
been taken before on the subject  was that
the matter had been in the hands of the Port Com-
missioners, and it was believed that

. any action on.
the part of the'Chawber might be pre -

mature, Now,

1%

however, as the Port Commissioners were going up
to Government again on.the subjéct; the Committee
would be very happy to strengthen their hands,
as far as it lay in their power to doso! f

Mr. Crang said that, in regard to the criticisms
passed by the President and the Hon’ble Mr.: Bullen!
Smith on his remarks in regard to the Taciff Acs,’
he would desire to call the attention of the meeting
to the fact that not one single word had been said
which touched the real gist of his argument, which
was (and he desired to impress .this upon the
Chamber) that the policy pursued by the Committee

~was a protective one ; and that he considered that,

as a mercantile Chamber, they would ab all times
occupy safer ground when they consistently advo-
«cated a system of complete non-protection, even
when an opposite policy came gilded, in the eyes of
the sanguine, with the remote advantages held out
in this case by the Committee.

The resolution that the Report be received was
then put and carried.

Tt was then proposed by the Chairman, scconded
by Mr. Macmichael, and carried, that Messrs.
King, Hamilton and Co. be admitted Members of
the Chamber of Commerce. . :

" Onthe proposal of the Hon’ble M. Bullen Swith
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scconded by My, Murray, the following resolution
was adopted :—That the thanks of the Chamber of
Commerco be given to the Committee for their
services during the past half-year.

A vote of thanks to the Chair concluded the
proceedings of the meeting.

H. W. I. WOOD,

Secrelary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Report of the Committee for the half-year
ended 31st October, 1875. !

Tur Committée have the pleaswre to submit
their Report on the principal questions which have
come under their- consideration during the past
half-year.

a

* ) CUSTOMS TARIFF ACT.

Tus Committee have entered so fully into this
important subject in their correspondence with
the Supreme Government that it is scarcely neces-
sary for them to do more than invite the atten-
tion of Members to the representations Submit-
ted on behalf of this Chamber and to the replies
which His Escellency the Governor General in
Council has been pleased to give.

The Committee appointed to revise the Tariff
having sent in their Report in February last
the commercial public naturally expected that its
submission would be speedily followed by the

1




2

ordinary .official . announcement of the” changes
that had been decided upon ; butb as upwards of
3'ifonths had!passed without any such intimation,
¥o Comu;it_i;eq _addressed the Goverument on
the.31st, May last, and “again, impatient at the
unusual delay that ensued, on 21st of the follow-
ing month,

_”‘:At i length, however, the publication of ) ’fhg
Tariff Act, which was passed at, Simla at a meet-
ing. of the Legislative Council held there on the
5th. - August, placed the mercantile community in
possession of the various amendments of the
Tariff : and itis admitted that the general character
f tye changes and thé concessions to trade, by
rge reduction of import duties and by the abo-
i on,of . duties on certain articles of .export, have
been received with considerable satisfaction and “a
Jjust appreciation of the policy which desires to 1é-
lease commerce from burdens which impede its'de-
velopiirent. But, however excellent in all thesé re-
'ects, the Tariff Aétis not without ablcmish; and
‘the iinposition of a ‘duty on imported long “staple
cotton appeared to your Committee so remarkallo
a.departure from the policy.above alluded to, .and
so totally at variance with the .

: principles lately
enunciated by Her Majety’s Secretary of State
that the .

ey were constrained to enter theip protest
tgainét the'tak, < e e
el L

3

cial Deparfment, No. 6703 ‘of 25th Nov ‘n‘xbeb
the formation of a Committee for the Tevision of the"“C!
toms Tariff valuations was sanctioned. -

i

ap ot del,
it was ackndwledged in the Budget Statement published
on the 18th" March last, the Customs estimates having
been framed after reference to it. BEEEIR

As considerable time has passed since the Government
have had the report under consideration, and as the
déferred publication of the orders of Govei'nment" Te-
‘gatding the-Tariff is causing great inconvenience to many
of Ithe ‘commeércial: community, the Committee “ofi“the
Chamber .of . Commerce  direct, me to request - you Jwill
be so;good.as.to express to Ilis Excellency the- Governor
General: in. Council - their hope that an early decison may
be. arrived at:.and that His Lordship . may ‘be pleased
to place at _(;I1éi1‘ disposal a copy of the Tariff Committee’s.
Report. ) ‘ ’

From~ Govt. of -India - to Chamber of Cbmnze
v Simla, 11th June1875.

In reply té your letter dated 81st May. 1875, I am
directed to state for the information of the Committee
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of the Chamber of Commerce that action on the report
of the Committec lately appointed to revise the Customs
Taxilf valuations.and other matters relating to the Customs
duties generally, has been unavoidably delayed in conse-
quence of certain further enquiries that were found neces-
sary. - The report will, however, be taken into considera-
tion as.soon as possible.

2. T am also fo intimate that His Lxcellency  the
Governor General in Council regrets that he is not in
a position to furnish the Chamber with a copy of the
Tariff Committee’s report.

Lrom Chamber to Government of India.

21st June 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1459
of the 11th instant,

As considerablo time—upwards of 8 months—had
passed since the Tarifl’ Commitiee submited their report
to Government, and as the Customs  estimates in the
Budget for the current year—published on 18th M
—were declared to have hoen framed after reference to
the Committee’s recommendations, the Chamber’s appli-
cation of 81sb ultinio was made jn the confident e
ation that the orders of Government 1w,
announced. )

arch

xpeet-
ould be speedily

It is therefore with much 1

egret-the Committee now
learn th

at no decision can at present be arrived at pend-
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ing further enquiries, and they \voulc'l fn‘gc upon Goy\“en.\-.
ment the advisability of an early decision upon the Tarift
question, which is of the greatest importance to the trade
of the country. -

Under the existing Tariff merchants are paying dutics
on valuations largely exceeding real values, thereby
incurring actual loss, and the business of those who are
bonding their goods in anficipation of a more cquitable
taiff, is obstructed by the uncertainty of the charges
that may be introduced.

Under these circumstances the Committee trust ITis
Txcellency the Governor General in Council will pavdoir
the renewal of their application for the carliest publi-
cation of the revised Tarifl.

From Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Simlu, 7th July 1875,

1 am dirceted by His Tixcellency the Governor General
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dafed
21st June 1875 regarding the Customs Tariff, ’

rom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutia, the 16th August 1875.

Tn compliance with. the instructions contained in' the
accompanying copy of a telegram dated 5th August 1875
just reccived from the Government of India, Financial
Department, I am directed to forward for' the information
of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, -



Bl and” Sehedules “thesin
i intimiation that instrustions for giviig
theémj have this day been' issued-to
Wd ‘o Revéiitic ‘and to the Collector of Cnstoms
at*this Presidency.

Ifrom Chamber to Government of India.

Culeutta, 28th August 1875.

I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Cominerce to acknowledge the receipt, from  the -Govern:
ment of Bengal, of copies of the new Customs . Tarift
Bill which was passed at Simla on the 4th instant and
came into force immediately thereafter.

His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General il
Council has no doubt been induced to pass this Bill'at
Simla'in consideration of the necessity for an immodiate
reduction’ in values of imports, which have for' a lotig.

time past borne very heavily upon importers, and also’

by the fact that the recommendations of the Tariff Com-
mittee might, to a certain extent, be considered to embody
the opinions likely to be expressed’ by non-official mein-
Ders of Council. The Committee, “however, having - re-
" gard to the implied pledge made by His I Tixcellency on
11th February 1873, when the Rules for the conduct ol
the business of the chlsl'\tnc Council were discussed,
trust that it may not be necessary to depart from. this
pledne with reference to any other Bills which affect the
commercnl commnmty 50 largely as tho present one.

The etleral bearings of the new Taiiff Act'ave consis-
tet and “such 7 will tend to the developingnt 'of tie

7

trade of the country. The abolition . of, the, export duties
cnables India. to compete on cyen; terms with
tries for her. agricultural products, whilst thc
of the ;values on -some articles of Aimports and th

-tion of duty on others, enables her to obtain her<require-

ments from other countries on better terms.

Tmport duties at reduced rates have, it is true, been
retained, but it is expressly stated that these have been
retained not because it is the wish of Government to
protect this country, but because the needs of Govern-
ment. are such as not to admit of their total abolition at
present ; in fact for the purpose of revenue, and for that
purpose only.

The general scope of the measure is therefore in tho
opinion of the Committce sound and in the right divec-
tion, and they believe that, with n single exception, the
provisions of the Act will tend to improve the condi-
tion of the country and cause general satisfaction.

1. The, exception to which they allude is the propos:\vl (‘o’

wolevy a duty of 5 per cent ou the importation of cotton—

not _the, produce of Continental Asin or Ceylon—which
they belicve was not submitted for the cousideration of
the Tariff’ Committee, and which they think should h'nc
been fully discussed before it was passed into law.

The only allusion to this pm\ ision in any of the speeches
made at the passing of the Bill was in that of the
Honorable My, Hope. This gentleman is reported to
have said—“Tt was the desire of Government, with tho
concurrence of the Council, to do whatever seemed to be
in nécordaﬂugc with sound poliey "to_provent v
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05 Propo

swha 1;1(1_0 Hon’
"the: only meaninig- théy. caiiats
. igy:.that the home - production’ tends,
to ss-of -revenue’s but--even on this -assumption they

~—The . Committes- do

W ulﬂ S\li)lnit that-the tax is untenable.

- The - Committee presume. that it ‘is: ot the syish of
Government: to- get more out of the import: duty: than
they ‘are mow receiving. If this ho so,“then therercan g
little fear of « evil” arising from cotton: manufacturing
here, as the expanding requivements of the countryaxe
likely to absorb the increasing domestic production with-
out lessening. the quantity that will need to:ho imported.
The. growth of the manufacture must necessarily be slow;
while_tho - steadily improving communications all _over:the
country are stimulating the consumption of ¢otton goods;
to-a yery remarkable oxtent, . as ‘is shown J)y_'stat-isﬁcs
for the last 8 years. - Bub even should the cxteusit.);:f:be
rapid; it surcly cannot be otherwise than sutisiruclory
tosthe: Government of India, more especially as; h llcip—
ing:to-restore the balance of tradey
which would- follow, thercon wo
balanco any loss of revenue.

the:saving inexchian Jeces
uld: more than eowi

‘Apart “fiom the foregoing consideratisiis igte i anl
other, and still more jmportant one, to which the Com-
mittee"beg to dvaw attention.
year so}ﬁ'CSh in their memory, they need ha 1 int,
out to His" Excellency the cxhacidinigy ~oxs A
population” upoit-the soil,-and the
upon the weather and crops of almosk” fhy

bie Gentloman =applies

With the events of last .

9

lation of India. The famine of 1878-74, although con-
fined to & comparatively small area, cost the State six
millions sterling. In so large a country as India a re-
petition of similar visitations in some quarter or other
must be of almost constant recurrence, and, unless some
steps are taken to remove the root of the evil, must result
in a heavy charge on the public revenues. The Com-
mittee submit that the introduction of manufacturing
industries would tend largely to relieve the existing pres-
sure upon the soil, and render the population far more
independent of Government aid than they can ever
become as long as they depend upon agriculture, and
agriculture alone, for their subsistence.

The Committee arc no advocates of protection. They
would gladly see the time when the state of the finances
would allow of the total abolition of the import duty on
cotton goods, and they protest against the present tax
as opposed not.only to the development of trade but also
to the general interests of the country.

The Committee therefore pray His Excellency to re-

" consider the proposed levy of duty on imported cotton,

and they trust that such reconsideration will lead to its
abolition.

Lrom Govt. of India fo Chamber of Commerce.
Svmla, the 20th October 1875.

I am directed by the Honorable the President in

‘Council to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter dated

the 28th August 1875.
2




‘mittee in which the mercantils

erchants were, as observed. in
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f India‘is glad to-learn: that ithe
val“scope of the Indiafi Tayi
liat with thie cxception of sthe

cent on  the importation’ of

- 1 Y - - . g
Ceylon; the provisions.of ‘the Act will tend to inprove: the
conditioy pf the country and cause general satisfaction,

:3:" The Government of India has had oceasion 076X~
Plain in ‘a despatel to the -Government of “Boiribay
No. 4034 dated 14th October 1875, reliting to a-mémbiiil
reccived from the Bombay Miﬁ-owners*Aésociation'agaiu;t
the'imiport- duty on raw-cotton, thereasons which led ‘the
Government of India to impose this duty, T am dirdetsd
to forward copy of this despateh for the information of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Xpross
that it may tend to remove somo of
:thé Chamber to this duty.

andto express a hope
the objéctions  felt by

. “As tothe Turiff Bill being passed at Sinis; Tum
désired to remind the Chaniber ‘that -the ‘new “Tariff had

been’ very thoroughly considered in Galeutta by a Com=

iy ropa community “were - influen=
fally 1 : 5 and that, on the 31st May, and “again
‘on the 21st June, the Chamber « urged upon ‘the Go'!?e!'h-
inent‘ the ‘advisability of an early decision wpon' the tariff
question as of the greatest importance to thy trade - of -the

country,” and applied for «the carliest publication of the
t; d d for « est p
revised: tariff. Lo o !

*5.~ Under the fariff superseded by Act XVI of 1875

your letter dated 21st
.on valuations largely exceeding

Juné, “ paying ~dutie
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real -values thereby incurring
to all that.a Tevision of. the:ta
assured the Government. on-bel
¢ the.business:of those who.w
cipation of . a more equitable tariff.was ¢

uncertainty of the changes that mi‘ghf,wb in

Y
occurred, to.the Government of India .that the  Chamber
would chave preferred the -postponement.of the new Act
until-the Legislative Council should meet at Calcutta; and
the - President in - Council- fails to perceive -that " such a
course would have been expedient in the: interests,.of
trade.:: - . e T

. : . J
. The Cilimber “do not, it-is observed, endorse the
complaints.which have heen made elsewhere . with . respect
fo'the Bill having been passed through all its stages af a
single sitting. I am, however, to take this occasion to
veniark®thiat this procedure-was:in “accordance: with esta-
blishied- precedent, ; ;and- that in the opinion of the .Govern-
ment of-India:it‘would be impossible without serious - risk
to:tlie-revenue and: inconvenience to trade, to afford oppor-
timity for-the prolonged ‘di of any modifications of
the Custorns -Tariff which -in the interests of. the revenus

“or-of:the- commercial community the Government: may

‘résolve-to recommend to the Legislature, . g
Prom Govt. bf India to Govt. of‘Bombag};’ ‘

[ . Stmla, 14th October-1875.

VYI 5£1:direc:tqd by the (ﬂ}ovel}nv;' e
‘Council to acknowledge the receipt of a




! Adsociati ion transmitted by ﬂ,o
Governniéht" BOHBR} ot the 2310 of" September.

ift to slzatolnt adt
e (Go; emmen(:

d 'Lalorem xmposed upon raw: cotton ot ﬂ)e produ 3
Conﬁmenhl Asn. or Ce\ Iou muy ‘be' remlfted 3 'zmdtmve

k g ind' Yeaving nnlls of . the ¢ Bomlmy Plesxdency,
“they cn}cl tain-strong objechons to that duty.

n_enumerating those objections the mcmouahsts
sht tlnt the duty lns been imposed for the ¢ express pur-
% pos of pxeventmor ‘the, Indian manufactures ‘froni visitg
tllelr presentlevel,” and to « dncoumﬂre and Pre-
yens.il their improvement and xtension;” thi t
,Jns beeu done “ for the boncﬁt of a 'foreigh " indus-
> tan is to say, for tlie beue

“of hd ‘cotlon manifié-

cs England. In otlier Wor s, the' fiémorialists
ovo that’ the duty is a protect (< duty imposed in favor
lish cotton mdnufactuiies “to ﬂ:e prejudics” of ‘tho
anufactures of India.” ’ i

otton

In'order to show that sich is-not the case, it is only
necesswly to remind the memorialists that ‘¢otton - manufac-
tures frilported into; India pay a duty of 5 percent. ad

Y The imposition of a duty of 5 per cent. ad wa-
npon forcign raw ‘cotton was only'intended, as was

“th ent Resolution’ of the 12th of Au-
lace, ‘5o ' far“ag*is’ Practicablé, Tndiss and

‘ofsIndiachad regard to:the.former, . Thus -ther

13

o
am@aﬁ%

poxted into India appears to ln.\e sl d the

into fixing their attention solely upon the Tibter "SI0
interests, while in framing their measures the Government
as been

«-misapprehension-of: the views which influenced . th
vernment: of :India -and the conclusions at which, they ar-
rived-upoit the whole subject of the tax upon cotton ma-
nufactures ; and T am therefore directed ., tomake some
fulthel observations upon the subject.

7., The report of 'the Tariff Commxﬂ;ee sho“ cd tlnt the

cotton goods imported into India mainly consist of the higher

:q Lities, which cannot be manufactured ‘from t].\e cotton
Iudn This opmmn was folmed nfter a

knowing the facts, say that the attempts made by the

dian manufacturers to.make the finer descriptions of cot~
ton - manufactures..and ;yarn from Indian cotton
proved unremuncrative and have been nbandoﬁed.

- 8. From calculations made in England, whi
ted in the; Resolution. of Government
Aungust,.it appears that.about. half. th
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colion’ godcfs’!@bnﬁﬁﬁiéd “in eIndia: duded rieithériby:
handloom weavérssiin:IndiAn'manufactotiest fronLIndmu

4 'nly of the

w95t The reventior de1 ived from'the nnported cotton vz;agdg
‘amiovntédlast yeai to£900,000, and. the - Govérimenti-of
Indn*[elt themselves unable to sacrifice’ thls Tevenue::
: 07 o A
10.: Up to ﬂm ‘present:time Iudmu m'muﬁchmels havej
s therinemorialists observe, confined: th operations;itd
working. up “indigenous -dotton:3. but the -Governmi f
Indiar undcrstood from the advcltlsements ‘of-some: of-tha
Bonibay, Gotbon Mills thiat it was intended to: extend their
‘operdtions; and to use American cotton-for the': purpose:of
producing higher qualities of goods. This is_confirmed
by the mformahon now supphed by the

oS 11 Tho Govemment of Tndia loo withi, gmat ¢
toneupon the extension of manufactures in; Indl‘m, ,but
ithey care bound.‘at -the same time, in:the-interests-of.
‘public at-large, to protect the revente now; derived; from
«the higher qualitics of cotton 'goods. - It:is obvi us that
allisuch.goods manufactured. in- -India,would; sunles;
“taxbe imposed: upon them, escape . payment of, the dufy
‘now imposed upon- similar goods -imported; from. ; iabroad,
and :that the revenue would suffer-in proportion.. . I In-
‘dian manufactures of: this class, as.the memorialists iseem
=to: anticipate, should largely. incroase, - thi

vlmporumt
source of reveuue would be seriously:

affected:

12~ In-order; therefore, t6 protect: the ‘revenug, a ‘duty
of Sper <cent.upon foreign ravw cotton imported info; In-
~difl was imposed; o that the same rate: of duty. mwht be

15 .

levied drpon all-higher:qualities «of cotbonugs gls;x,(\)‘

ed by the memorialists, the qucméify of fmel i cottoli
hithertodmported into Indin afid;used in:the Indl'm ‘manu-
factures:is but trifling. - The memorialists appear! to be:of
the opinion that  the precaution’of imposing a:duty aipoit
such cotton was unnecessary, at any rate for the present;
Tutthe -Govérnment of India ‘considered that it wwas inore
the Indisn’ manufacturers to impose the-duty at
s5ewhen it could ‘ereatelittle -or no hardship; than to
Jeavesits imposition to some future time when'capital might
Liave ‘beeilargely -invested in.the manufacture, and the
“trade-might suffer: a sevious mJﬂry from the- lmposmon of

14 " The Govemment of India have only followed the
wéll rrecowmzed principle that, in order to” protect an im-
ttant source of ‘revenue,‘it is necessary to impose a tax
aiporarticles mahufactured within tho limits of a’country
o the duty “imposed -upon  similar articles imported

he citcumstances of the ploduction of “the

1of “cotton goods did not appear “to the-Go-

Ye)nment of India‘to be such.as to make the.imposition of
ipon-‘such: goods manufactured in India either

“Tiéedssary ot ‘expedient ; but cotton manufactures of higher
‘qualitics’'stand “in @ different position, and the alternative
‘'of anciimport duty - upon the raw material was adoptcd as
preferable to'any system of excise. . Co s

. The:Government of Indin therefore considered that,
-in imposing-the - duty ‘of 5 per cent. ad walorem wpon raw
cotton mot-theproduce:of Continental Asia- ouCevIun, they
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protected an important source of revenue in a manner that
is both fair in itself and tho least oppressive and incon-
venient to Indian manufacturers.

16. If the memorialists consider that the duty of 5 per
cent. upon foreign raw cotton bears an unequal proportion
to the duty of 3} per cent. upon foreign twist, the Govern-
ment of India will be prepared to give due attention to
any considerations which may be advanced upon this as-
pect'of the question.

17. The Government of India have desired me fo cx-
plain thus fully the reasons which have Iad them to impose
the duty to which the memorialists object, and to add that
as the Tariff Act has been submitted for the approval of
Her Majesty, their memorial will be transmitted for the
consideration of the Secretary of State for India.

18. T am to request that a copy of this letter may be
communicated to the memorialists,

From Chamber to the Govt. of India.

Caleutta, 4th November 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of
to acknowled
20th ultimo,

] Commerce direct me
;;e the receipt of your letter No, 4161 of the
orwarding: for their information co
8 X 2 Py of your
Letter ro. 4034 of 14th idem to the Government of ]g;m-
ay relative to a memorial from the Mill-ow ? i
tion of that presidency : and they ot ot

direct mo to i
> communi-
cate the following observations in

reply.

In their reprosentation of 28t August Inst the Com-

niittee recorded.the grounds upon whicli=they based their
objections to the imposition: of ‘a-5:per-icent’ duty onim=
ported long stapled cotton—not the produce of Con}inepyal
Asia ‘o Ceylon ; and notwithstanding théféusons for that
measure-which have been fully explained in the *énclosire’
of your ‘lotter they are mnot prepared “to admit "‘ﬂﬁ-‘
action of Government is justified, or to withdraw {heiy
prolest against the tax. - On the contrary, the Commii 6 e
contend that not only is the duty indefensible in theory,
but that it is essentially at variance with the principles
enunciated by Her Majesty’s vaernmcu’ﬁ, ‘who“depre
the contintiance of import duties at all, and’ would, b
the Chamber, be glad to see them disappeart ‘

But as-they learn that the Tariff Act has heen submitted®
for Her Majesty’s approval the Committee refiain from:
further comment on this disputed provision.

“Thé Prosident in Council has, however; :afforded. the;
Chamber the opportunity of addressing His Honor rela-
tive to-their repeated. application for early announcement
of the decision of Government as to the revised Tariffs,
and they venture to avail themselves of it, as they have
been misapprehended on a material point in- connection
with that matter. . L

“Tic‘quostion of revising " the -Customs” tariffs—o
portsispecially-—formed the subject of particular referen
inthe Chaiiiber’s Report for the half-year enddéd ' §0th
April 1873 5 and in Ailgust of that year the Committes
addressed “the: Government of India as to the expedidcy*
of amending them. T LR S e

But mo reply was: given, nor apparently any actiontaken,.
by Government ; and the Commitlee did not again urge:

a
]
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the matter until September 1874, when {heir renewed

reference, strengthened by a similar movement on the

part of the Manchester Chamber, resulted in the appoint-
ment of a Special Committee to rovise the v

aluations for
duty,

That Conimittee’s report was  submitted to Govern.
ment about the end of February 1875 ; and it is worthy of
remark—although the Chamber’s allusions to the fact
have not been noticed in any of your replies—that the
Customs estimates for the coming year had heen framed

after reference to the report made by the Tariff Com-

mittee, and that those estimates were incorporated in the
Budget Statement of the Hon'ble Sir W
lished on the 13th March. It is true
was said to be under consideration by
the Finance Minister’s declared nlylyiic
posed amendments of the tarify to his

created a general expectation that the
Budget w

m. Muir pub-
hat the Report
Government, hut
ation of the pro-
budget estimates
ublicati

ould be immediatcly fo]lowfd tf’lt:(:l ;‘;;hj
ammouncement of the revised tariff values. i ‘

he. Committee of e amber fully helieved that {he
e (]
T ; HO ‘lt hamber ful believed that the

lermination of ged the speedy do-

overnment, iy
5 i order
the embarrassment which f put an ond to

They did not for 4 was being caused fo {rade.
a sweeping logis] ; oment contemplae (he passing of
h Sislative @eSillg
. & 208 measure sycl
Bill i AR such as {he 1 e
3 ‘of which no intimation Jpq been of new Tariff
conceived that the absence of all disen 1 given 3 and they
- all discussio: B
was a ¥ n on
be );;sgllmmntee that no ey logislative me: 1:]]0 B“dge?
B reonr : 2 asure wi
passed; regard being haq to the follgw; ure w D}l](
owing resolution
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of His Excellency the Governor General in Council
published in March 1873.

“ As no legislative measure will' be introduced in
connection with the Budget of the eéming year, it would
he in contravention of the Indian Council’s Act, 1861,
{hat a financial statement should be made in the Council
of the Governor General for the purpose of making Laws
and Regulations. The minute recorded by the Hon'ble
Sir Richard Temple, which contains the customary ex-
planations of the Budget figures of the present year, to-
gether with his review of and opinions regarding
the financial policy of the Government of India dwring
the last four years, will be published, together with
this Resolution, the Budget estimates, and Appendices,
in, the Gazette of India for general information.”

Therefore, when the Government of India published
the Hon’ble Sir William Muir’s Budget for 1875-76 on
the 18th March last, it was a fair inference from the
authority above quoted that no legislative measure would
be introduced in conncction with that Statement: and
that the rovised Tariff valuations would be promptly
announced—as they had been on former oceasions, and
notably in March 1869—by a notification in the Financial
Dopartment.

In 1869 Sir Richard Temple submitted his Financial
Statement in the Legislative Council on the 6th Mareh ;
and, remarking on Customs Revenue, said—%Regarding
those items which depend on the state of trade, we have
JSramed owr estimate after consulting the best informed au-
thoritics on the spot, and after revising the tariff valuation,
in order to suit the depressed prices obtained far' various
staples of commerce.”
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At that meeting of the Council an Act was Passed
giving the Governor General in Couneil power to re\?ise
and fix the values of merchandise for duty 5 and under
power thereby conferred His Excellency revised the then
existing tariffs, and published the amended  tarifls g
Notification No. 1770 of 19th of the same month,

The position of iy William Muir in
Customs Revenue in 1875 was identical witl
predecessor ;

estimating
A b that of Lis
but: the revised tarifis on which his estimates

were baser'l were not published for nearly 5 months after
their submission.

Tor the above reasons,
in Council has the power,
fication in the Gazette of

and as the Governor General
from time to time, by noti-
f India, 4 <

Tmported and exported goods for 710:'; (fif"\Oltllslson‘::I(li‘:ie:f
it was naturally expected that the earli ]
regarding the Tariff v
public, and that the sus;
was conducted

est intimation
ould be given to {ho commercial
bense under which their business
ould he terminated without delay.

Disappointed in that

expectati ievi
amplo o e Yo 5 Pectation, and bchem:g that

voted to the considerati

o ' ation of the

(éhwngq.s recommended by e Tariff Committ th
ommittee of this Chamber fyieq w potoney

of an carly decision : Y

the inference thag in

rged the expediency
L would strongly deprecate
N ) 2 sueh applicati; :

I any way concurred iy the lmssm"us the f}:on}nut[@
at Simla. g of the Tariff Bill

The wording of {1
20d paragy,
! ! aragraph of j s
:o‘rtel of 28‘3.]-1 August may PDSSi[,%y ]0 the Chamber’s
misapprehension ; hut the req] o fed o ﬂl?

meaning of {4, paragraph
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was that, while the Tarift’ Act was passed at Simla to
avoid further delay, the Chamber deprecated the depar-
ture from the understanding that no legislative measures
affecting commercial interests would he passed except
at meetings of the Council where non-official members
could he present and take part in the discussion thereon:

From the Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Fort William, 26th November 1875.

I am directed by the Hon'ble the President in Coun-
cil to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 4th
November 1875, on the subject of the Indian Tariff Act
1875,

ADMINISTRATION OF THE CUSTOMS.

Ar the last general meeting of the Chamber
the President’s address included a reference to the
unsatisfactory manner in which business was
conducted at the Custom House, the uncalled-for
and vexalious changes that had been introduced
there, and the general dissatisfaction occasioned
thereby.

The remarks of the President having attracted
the notice of His Excellency the Viceroy and Iis
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the Committee
were called upon by the latter to state to what
the President referred, and the following corres-

pondence ensued.
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Frow Private Secretary to szaulcnanl-G’avcmor,
to the Chamber,

Darjecling, 18th May, 1875,

With reference to the remarks of the Chairman in the
sccond page of the Report of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
meree-from the st of November 1874 {o 30th April 1875
o the subject of altered relations between that body and
the Customs authorities, T am desired by the Lieutenant-
Governor to ask you to have the goodness to state {o
what these remarks rofer, as no complaints lave heen
made to His Honor. :

From Chamber to the Private Secretary.
Calcutta, 22nd May 1875.

In reply to your note regurding the remarks made by
the late President of the Chamber as Chairman of the
Meeting held on the 5th instant, with reference to the
somewhat changed relations betwoen the Chamber and the
Customs authorities, T would beg attention to the succeed-
ing observations which fell from Mr, Murray, and which
clearly indicated that the change allnded to was a want
of that harmony between the Chamber and the Collector
which had previously characterised their business rela-
tions. )

The matter contained in the body of the Report will
show His Honor that several roferences had heen made
during the course of the last year from the decision of
the Collector to the Board, and in some instancs to the
Governor of Bengal, and I presume that it was with spe-
cial regard o these references that Mr.

Murray’s remarks
were made, ‘
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My. Murray having left for England Iam unable to
communicate his own explanation, but I believe the above
yeply represents his meaning..

Shonld His Honor wish any further expression on the
subject from the present Committee T will lay the matter
Dbefore them, but T trust this will not be necessary as I feel
assured that in future the good understanding that should
always exist between the Collector and the Chamber will
be maintained,

25th Moy 1875.

T am desired by the Licutenant-Governor to acknow-
ledge your letter of the 22nd May and to convey to you
His Honor’s thanks for the same.

From Chamber to the Private Secretary.

Calcutta, 1st June 1875.

At the usual weekly meeting of the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce held on Saturday the 29th ultimo,
1 submitted your note of the 18th, and my reply to it,
regarding certain remarks made by the Chairman of the
g;wral mecting of the Chamber on the 5th idem.

The Committee understand {rom your acknowledgment
of my answer that the Lieutendnt-Governor apprehends
the nature and scope of the remarks in question, but,
since His Ionor has introduced the subject, they desire
me to take the opportunity of stating that the hindrances
{o business of which the late Committee complained con-
tinue lo exist, that the duty thercfore devolves upon
the present Committec of supporting their predecessors




epeers

€1
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in urging upon Govc_mmcnt the nece

ssiby for reform in
the Custom ITousc admix

ration.  Beyond the rigid ad-
herence fo forms, and vexations interpretations of the law,
which have formed {he subjeet of common complniu(;
there are many malters of detail, with which T will not
now trouble you, but which the Committeo are prepared
to bring forward af the proper time.  Dissatisfaction upon
these points is, as the Chairman at the Chamber’s last:
general meeting observed, so wide
can exist as to the expediency

-spread that no doubt
of investigating the com-
plaints.  An opportunify of doing so now
sent itself. * The Board of Revenue has-already (sce page
96 of Chamber of Commerce Iash Report) offored to d;?s—
cuss with the Chamber the adjustment of the daily Im-
port and Export lists, and the Committec would s;x_r(wcsiv
that the Board be instructed to extend its enquirics ;o-' as
to embrace all points relating to Custom House o
tion, with a view to their
as will better satisfy

appears to pre-

rganiza-
re-adjustment tpon a basis such
public convenicnee and introduce
a more harmonious relationship with the Custom House
than can-exist under the present rules,

Darjeeling, 11th June 1875.
Tam desived by the Licutenant-Governor to acknow-
ledge with thanks your letter of the Ist instans,

Lrom Government of Bengal to Chamber.

Caleuita, 17t June 1875,

‘Wi(,h veference to the vemarks made by the Dresiden
of the Chamber of Commeree in his opening address (o
the Members al their hall-yearly meeting on {he 5 May
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last, regarding the alleged changed relations between the
Chamber and the Customs authoritiés, I am directed to
forward the accompanying extract, paras. 1 and 2, from

* No. 322 dated 10th June @ letter® from the Government
of India, Department of Reve-
nue, Agriculture and Commerce, and to request that the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce will favor the
Licutenant-Governor with a report showing in what man-
ner the recent changes in forms and procedure ordered by
the Supreme Government in consequence of the reorgani-
zation of the Statistical Department, to which it is pre-
sumed the President referred, have interfered with the
business of merchants with the Custom IHouse.

2. ITis Ionor would also be glad to reccive an expres-
sionsof the Commitice’s opinion as to how the difficultics
complained of could best be removed.

Toatract from a letter from Government of India, to the Go-
vernment of Bengal, 322 dated Simla, 10th June 1875.

Para. 1. Tam dirceled Lo inviie atlention to ihe pas-

There are none of us who have mot, sage extracted in the
to a greater or less degree, cxperienced
the diflienlty that now exists in the
transaction of our Custom Honse busi-  {he Report of the Com-
ness, owing to the abitiary, and ap
the same time uscless, changes that  mittee of the Bengal
have been latcly made, and ihe high oo )
hemdedness with whichi the Customs ~Chamber of® Commerce
law s now administered, No one who o 41§16 aay ondine
Tins read the lnst notification fu the pa.  L0F the half year ending
pers fiom the Ofliciating Colleclor, biisi- — the 30th April last, and
ling all over, as it is, with threals of .
fincs, and_penalties, or who will 1ead o state that it has oc-
the 1ecord of the to cases as stated in . U
our veport, will amy longer wonder at  ewrred to the Governor
the wide-spread dissatisfaction thatis  Gleneral in Cotneil that
everywhere expressed, L e

the dissatisfaction of the

Chamber wiih the mode of {ransacting the Custom House
4
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busiitess referred to; m}ty be.partly due to the changes in
forms and procedurc rendered necessary by the reorgani-
zation of the Statistical Department.

2. T am therefore to suggest that it might Dbe well to
ascertain directly from the Chamber of Commerce whe-
ther if is anything in the new arrangements ordered by
the Government of India that they complain of, as, if 50,
His Bxcellency in Council would be glad to_give their
views his best attention, or whether it is solely with the
manner in which the changes were carried out by the
local officials that they wore dissatisfied. In the latter case
His Honor the Licutenant-Governor would of comrse deal
with the matter.

From Chamber to Goot, of Bengal.

Calcutia, 2nd July 1875,

T am directed by the Committce of the Chamber of
Commeree to acknowledge your No. 1496 of 17th ultimo,
forwarding extract of a letler from the Government of
India with reference to the remarks made by the late
President of the Chamber at the half-yearly 1;1ectiurr in
May last on the subject of the changed relations bct;ccn
the Chamber and the Customs authorities.

With veference to the dissatisfaction
caused from the change of forms and procedure it has
been two-fold,—arising, (1) from the actual chan ges them-
sclves which have largely and, as the Committez believe,
unuccessarily - increased the work of merchants, and (25

from the arbitrary manner in which the changes wer
" § ango; © car-
ried out by the Collector,

hich has been
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In'reply to paragraph 2 of your letter I am directed by
the Committee to state thatin their opinion much of the
dissatisfaction which exists might be obviated by the aboli-
tion of the summary which is now required to accompany
each pass for import and export cargo.

This summary is not only very objectionable as entail-
ing an increase of 50 per cent. to the work of importeis,
but is also useless, inasmuch as it contains no more
information than the pass to which it is attached. The
only possible apparent reason for its being demanded is
that cither the Custom Ilouse establishment or that of the
Statistical Department may be saved the trouble of ab-
stracting from the passes the information it contains.
This, the Committee submit, is not a sufficient ground for
not only burdening merchants with extra work in their
own offices, but also for subjecting them to material de-
lays and inconveniences at the Custom House in the clear-
ance of their goods.

The evils of the summary are as follows :—

First.—~The merchant is compelled to make {liree copies
of the pass for goods instead of two.

Second.—The fact of there being three copies of the
pass to examine at the Custom Ilouse instead of two entails
delay, which under the new port regulations is apt to
cause actual loss to importers, by rendering them liable to
heavy wharf rent.

Third.~A portion of the Custom House staft, which is
already weak, is employed in examining: these sunimaries
to the defriment of other work, o
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To -counterbalance - these. three substantial objections
there is only the saving of work to the Custom House or
Statistical''Department, which the Commibtee submit
should not fall upon merchants,

“Thiere are‘also ohjections to the details which merchants
wete' called upon to furnish by the Schedule attached to
the notice of 17th February last, but as this Schedule is
ander revision by the Statistical Department the objec-
tionible details will doubtless e waived.

The abolition of the summary would, therefore, the Com-
mittee believe, obviate much of the dissatisfaction arising
_{from the new forms, but at the same time they desire mz
to state that the scope of the late President’s remarks ex-
tended beyond this, and they believe that a revision of the
Customs Act is necessary to promote a better understand-
ing hetween the Collector and the Chamber.  They have .
already addressed a letter on this subject to Iis Honor of
which Tannex copy, and they desire me

to express . a hope
that the matter will have TTis Honor’s e

arly attention.
THE CUSTOMS DAILY REPORTS.

Suorrry after your Committee came into office
they took up the question of the publication of
the daily import and export lists at the poing
where ‘it had been left by their predecessors and
Fhe result of their action in the matter is 1‘ec(;1'ded
in the following correspondence,

Frrom Chamber of Commence 1 Board of Revenue,

Cal;utta, 28th April 1875,

Tam desired by the Committee of the Chambey of Com
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meree to acknowledge the receipt of - your letter No. 451
of the 21st instant, relative to the proposed appointment
of o Committec of merchants interested in_ the - various
branches of the trade—imports, exports and shipping—to
co-operate with the Collector of Customs in preparing a
form of daily lists that would he generally accepted and in
reply, to inform you that while they concur in the sugges-
tion, they have thought it better—on the eve of retivement
from office immediately—to leave the selection of represen-
tative members to their successors by whom the matter
will no doubt be promptly taken up.

Caleutta, Tth June 1875.

In continuation of my -letter of 28th April I beg to
state for Mr. Dampier’s information that the present
Committee of the Chamber are having under consideration
the replies of members on the subject of the Customs
Daily Import and Exportlists, and that they hope to be in
a position shortly to avail themselves of Mr. Dampier’s
invitation to discuss that question in the manner proposed
by him,

Caleutta, 21st June 1875.

The Committec of the Chamber of Commeree desive me
to follow up my letter of 7th instant by saying that they
are ready to place themselves ab the Board’s disposal for
the purpose therein referred to; but they suggest that that
discussion be postponed until they receive an answer to a
reference made to His Honor the Licutenant-Governor,
copy of which is herewith forwarded.

The letter dated 1st Sune is given in preceding paragraph
£ yz g paragraph,
page 23.) te

e mmTmasT



30

Culeutta, 1200 August 1875,

: 1‘1)9 Committe 6‘1' the’ Chamber of Commerce desire me
to say that, as i:hey lhave not received a reply to their
communication to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,
copy. of which was forwarded with my letter of 21st J, uue’
azld that as it is desirable to avoid any further delay in’
discussing with the Board the matter of Custom House
publications—especiall y as futher references as to classifi-
cations have been made to the Chamber—they will be glad
if the Hon’ble Mr, Dampier will make it convcnieu;' to-

carry out his purpose of receiving the Chambor’s represen-
tatives.

From Bamd of Revenue to Chamber.

Culeutta, 23rd August 1875,

With advertence to your letter dated 12th instant,
T am direoted to state that the Member in charge uuderj
stant{s the wish of the Chamber to be that eﬂ'e'cbt should
be given to the proposals-contained in the Board’s letter
No. 40.1 dated 21st April as to appointing a Committes
to revise the form of lists of Daily Impor:s and Export;
If the Chamber will be good enough to nominnt(; ptl)e'S:
reprcsen-tntivcs, the Member in chares will “associ tl'l
them - with the Collector of Customs ;ul \\'ifh‘ t‘ Ve ‘“”.’
three others, members of the mercantile communit; b '101
mfny be willing to give their assistance in the mnttery’ e
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Calcutla, 25th August 1875.

I am instricted by the ‘Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to acknowledge the receipf of “your letter
No. 937 of 23rd instant, and to state efor the information
of the Board that Mr. BE. C. Morgan—their President—
and Mr. J. Morison of Messrs. Ker, Dods & Co., will’ be
glad to act as their representatives on the Committfze"
to settle the Customs Daily Lists.

From Board of Revenue to Chamber.
Fort William, 2nd September 1875.

In reply to your letter dated 25th ultimo, T am dirccted
to forward for the information of the Chamber, copy of
a letter which the Member in charge has caused to be
addressed to the Collector of. Customs this day. The
Collector will communicate further with the gentlemen
who have consented to give him their assistance on the
Committec.

© From Board of Revenue to the Collector.

Fort William, 2nd September 1875,

With referenco. to your predecessor’s lotter No. 182,
dated 9th April last, Tam divected to forward for your in-
N formation, copy ™ of a letter which
* No. T5T dated 21st Aprit  the Member in charge caused to
Jast. be addressed to the Chamber of
Commeree, on the subject of the revision of the forms in
which the Daily lists of Imports and Exports are pub-
lished.
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2. The Chamber have accepted the proposal made by
the Member in charge, and have nominated their Presi-
dent, M¥. E. C. Morgan, and Mr. J, Morison of Messrs,
Ker, Dods and Co., to act as their representatives on the
Committee, fo assis® you in revising the forms in ques-
tion, M. Robert Stewart of Mosss. Gladstone Wyllie and
Co., and Mr. R. Steel of Mossrs, Cox, Steel and Co., have
also, ab Mr. Dampier’s request, expressed their willing-
uess to sit on the Commitico,

o

3. The Board’s letter No, 451, dated 21st April, seoms
to contain all that is neeessary for the guidance of he
Committee. Their object will be to take into consider-
ation the interests of the difforent classe
to the Daily Lists, and to devise such new forms or fo
introduce such modifications into the present forms, as
shall on the whole bo best caleulated to. meet the con-
venienco of all the classes int
the Committee v

s of subseribers

erested 5 and, in so doing,
il no doubt give due weight 1o the con-
sideration that the form adopted for these Daily
be of importance
tisties.

lists will
to you in the preparation of other sta-

4. The Momber in charge
yourself in communication with
have been named above, (lo w]
and of its enclosure have been I'urnishod,) and arrange

. . s 2
with them for CArtying oub the revision, Yoy will be
good enough to report to the Bo:
may be arrived at.

requests that you will pub
the fowr gentlemen who
hom copies of this letter

ard the conclusions which
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From Board of Revenue to Chamber.

Fort William, 30th October 1875.

In forwarding a copy of the correspondence no.tc'd on‘
the margin* on the subject of
¥ Caloubt Customs Collec-  gho  jntroduction of certain
‘2?5‘5 glgz‘tfcc‘mgg‘ 4173%&(1&;53 changes in the Daily Import and
Bourds xeply: Export lists in use atl the Cal-
cutta Custom House the Member in charge desAires me
to convey his thanks to Messrs, Morgan and Morison for
their assistance in the matter,

From Collector to the Board.
Fort William, 21st Seplember 1875,

With reference to your letter No. 357 B.of the 2nd
instant I have the honor to submit a report of (he pro-
ceedings of the Committes who met ‘tq assist me in'recast-
ing the Daily Import and Export Lists.—

2nd. The following were the additions and alterations
asked for,

Ist. That importers be required to give the size of their
grey goods in length by yards and width by inches, and
not to use fractional denominations such as £, &, &ec.

2nd. That Jacconets should be separated from Tanjibs,~—

Dhooties. 1

5 Sarees.

3rd. That all ankc%y Red Goods should he specified as
such.

&
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4th: " That the'"yardage of Melton cloth and number of
picces of Melton shawls should be quoted :

5th. - And that under the head of all other articles in
the ease of any importation of the valuo of upwards of
Rupees 8,000 the names of importers should be added.

It was not considered necessary to give any
details in the classification of Grey or Bordered I
nor the weight of Bordered Grey Goods.

Turther
hooties,

Laports.

G{/z.‘ The only change that appeared necessary is that
Grunnies should be divided into bags and cloth, separating
handloom from powerloom manafacture,

3. These alterations are so fow
for that T was able at once 4o unde
be made.

and so_easily arranged
rtake that they should

4. The attention of the Commitfee was given to the
questions ;— °

1st.  As to the advisability of the daily publication of
Ir'npor.b wanifests.  There appoared to be considerable
dAlvcrslty of opinion on this point, but as the re )rese;f
tives of the shipping interest said that it was ol'iml ort; s ”"
to them and the remainder dig tot object to t»hep 1?’1150
ton, it was decided that it Was unn i
the publication of informaijon to
had become accustomed,

2nd.  As regards the export manifest, it wag urged that
g

¢ agents of the
correct manifest

much advantage would be

" gained i
shipcould ‘e allow oo th

ed to file g really
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within a certain number of days, say 3 clear working days
after the clearance of the ship under some guarantee, or
penalty, enforceable in case of non-compliance. I pointed
out'to the Committee that wnder Sections 126, 128 and
129 of Act. VI. of 1863, the law as it now stands, would
require recasting ; ab present the manifest must be filed
at the time of requesting a port clearance, and though
there is some license allowed on this point still no ship is
allowed to get her clearance paper finally till the manifest
is filed. .

5. T do not consider, provided that the Collector of
Customs is armed with sufficient authority to enforce
what is necessary, that the request is unreasonmable, and
also I consider that it would he advantageous to this office
and the public alike, if a carefully prepared and correct
manifest were put in 8 days after the ship’s depariure,
instead of a hastily prepared and incorrect and at the time
of departure as is generally” the case now. To this end I
would recommend that the Collector be empowered, when
he shall think fif, upon a deposit of Rs. 1,000 by the
agents, to be forfeited in case of non-compliance, or com-
mutable if the Collector sees reason to a fine of less
amount, to allow the ship to obtain her outward clearance
upon the condition that the Agents file a correct and true
manifest within three working days after the ship has clear-
ed. It will prove a great boon to the shipping interest,
and for all essential purposes it will not in any way cause
inconvenience to this office.

6. Sections CXXIX might be supplemented thus.

Provided that it shall be competent to the Officer in
charge of the Custom House to allow the export manifest
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of a' vessel “lo Le filed by the Agents ‘of such vegse]
within three” clear - working days afler such vessel has
cleared under a penalty not exceeding ' Rupees 1 OOO‘:n'
such guarantee as he may think fit. ’

_ From Board of Revenue to the Collector.

Fort William, 30th October 18Y5.

. T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter
No. 472 dated 21st ultimo, submitting a report of the
Proceedings of the Committee who meb to assist you in
recasting the Daily Tmport and Lxport lists

; and i
to state that the s

Member in charge approv

. i ‘ge approves (as has al-
ready l:cen. ted to you fcially) of the
changes which the Committee have proposed” should be

introduced in the-present, forms and practice of the Custom
House. " These are—

() Tlmf; importers he required to give the size of their.
grey goods in leugbh by yards and width by inches, and
not to use fractional denominations such as £, % &e.

(2)  That Jaceonets should be se

arated fiv ji
. and Dhooties from Sarces, prssed from Tuafie

(3) That all Turkey
such, at all Turkey Red goods should be specified as
(4)  That the yardage of Mel
. ag ton cloth
pleces of Melton shawls should he (llloie(:l, and number of

(5) And that under the head
! ad of all other articles i
case of any importation of the value of upwai(?imles e

3,000, the names of importers should be added, of fupees
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2. The Member in charge also sanctions the continuance
of the daily publication of import manifests referred to in
paragraph 4 clause (1). »

3. The proposal discussed in the latter portion of your
letter, viz : to extend the time within which export mani-
fests need be filed, is under consideration, and Mr. Dam-
pier intends consulting the Cusloms anthorities at Bombay
and Madras on the subject.

THE CUSTOM HOUSE.

Tus keeping the Custom House open during a
portion of the Doorga Poojah holidays has again
formed the subject of correspondence with the
Government, and the Committee hope that the
arrangements adopted on the recent occasion con-
tiibuted to the convenience of those who had
business to-transact.

From Board of Revenue to Chamber of Commerce.
Fort William, 21st June 1875.

I am dirccted to inform you that your letter of the
25th January last to the address of the Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, relative to the
opening of the Custom House during the Doorga Poojah
holidays in October last, and the suggestion of the Board
to disallow for the future the privileges granted on that
oceasion and merely to. give facilities for entering and
clearing vessels, has been referred to the Member in charge

for an expression of his opinion.
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2. Mr. Dampier sees nothing to he gained by follow-
ing up any further the particulars which have
vanced by the Custom House authorities
the Chamber, but if the Chamber wish to have the experi-
ment tried-again on the same terms as last year Ahe is
ready o ask the Government to accedo to their wishes.

ave been ad-
and_eriticized by

3. The authorized Doorga Poojah
are from Monday the 4th October
mclusi\'e.; of “these days it has been aseertained that this
year, as is oceasionally the case, five (from Wednesda
the 6th to Sunday the 10th inclusive) are considered n‘l))j

solutely necessary for the per
olutel sary performance of the religj
rites of the Hindoos. v ‘ehéIw“s_‘

holidays this year
to Saturday the 15th,

) 4. -Tam to enquire whether the Chamber would be sa-
tisfied Dy its being arranged that the Custom ]1’0\‘150
should be kept open, under the same conditions as’it was
last year, during every day of the holidays, exe ‘ :
Wednesday the 6th to Tuesday Tusive,
it should he kept specially open u
on Monday and Tuesday the 4th and 5¢h, and on Wed
nesday, Thursday and Friday the 131,11, 14th and 157,11-
These days have been suggested by the C’ollectolj of O )
toms as likely to be the most convenient on the wh llls—
notwithstanding that the Luckeo Poojah day, the 12’]0 o
one of those on which it is Proposed to kagg )I;' o
for business. T

ept from
12th inclusive, , e., that
nder these arrangements

s office open

7
Trom Chamber of Commerce 40 Board of Revenue

Caleutta, ang July 1875.

The Conunittee of the Chamber of Commerce djy t
: rect me
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10 acknowledge the receipt of your letter’ No. 698 of the
21st ultimo, and to express their obligations to the Hon’blo
Mr. Dampier for his readiness to ask the Government to
accede to their wishes in the matter of keeping the Cus-
tom House open during a part of the Doorga Poojah holi-
days in October next. -

The Committee believe that the mercantile community
will gladly avail themselves of the opportunity of con-
tinuing their business during the holidays and under the
same conditions as were observed last year; but they do
not clearly understand (secing that 5 days—from the Gth
to 10th October inclusive—are allowed as absolutely ne-
cessary for Hindoo ceremonies) under what circumstances
it is proposed to keep the Custom House closed on the
two following days, the 11th and 12th as well, .and they
hope that it can be so arranged as to give merchants the
advantage of those 2 days.

Calcutta, 12th August 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to express their hope that their request as communicated
in my letter of 2nd ultimo, regarding the Custom IDouse
being kept open during the Doorga Poojah holidays has
received the Board’s approval, and that Ilis Ionor the
Lieutenant-Governor has heen pleased to sanction the ar~
rangements applied for.
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Lrom Board of Revenie io Chamber of Commerce,

Fort William, 20th August ]S/;5.
With

* Bxtact, paras 1 to 4 of
the Board’s lotter to Govern.
ment, No. 528 B., dated 16th

July 1875, formation r
Government Order No, 2565, tion of tho ‘Chmnbel N
dated 11th August 1875, copy of the papers marginally*
. noted, regarding the transaction
of business at the Caleutta Custom Ho
suing Doorga Poojah holidays, a
to para. 2 of Government Ord
idem.

directed by the Mombor in

use during the en-
nd to draw their attention
or No. 2555 dated 11th

Latract from a letter Srom the Oficiating Seeretary to the
Board of Revenue, I, P, to the Seeretary to the Go-

vernment of Bengal, Revenue Depart o the )
doted the 1621 Juty 1875, ot Ho. 528,

regarding the result, of the ar;
for the transaction of business
ring the Doorga. Poojah holid
sure of the Government Order
ed to Mr. Maclean, the Officiati
plied at some. length, bug
it very undesirable to folloy
cussion. . He, therefore,
with the Goll

Tangements mado
ab the. Custom House du-
a8, contained in the enelo-
under reply, were forward-
g Collector, who d

the particulars of this dis-
does not trouble

belor's segly, the Governmeny

advertence to your letter dated 12th instant, T am

charge to forward for the in-
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Para. 2. The main point is that the Chamber of Com-
merce"are a
have the experiment

1. Persons who had to pass goods for xious to
either export or import during the holidays
were required to deposit with the Collector
of Customs, hefore the commencement of
the holidays, a receipt or guarantee from
the Bank of Bengal for a specific amount,
beyond which credit was not allowed.

) Ko cash was allowed to be received
on any account,

(3.) And a guarantee was taken from all
merchants, firms_and other persons who
used the Custom House during the holidays
for payment of the remuneration due to thie
Custom House officials who were obliged to
attend on the dates on which the Custom
House remained specially open.

of keeping the Cus«
tom House open for
business during a part
of the {Doorga Poo-
Jjah holidays repeated
this year on the same
special conditions as
last year. These spe-
cial conditions were as noted in the margin, and the Mem-
ber in charge thinks that the Government will be willing
to accede to the request made by the Chamber.

Para. 8. The arrangement sanctioned by the Govern-
ment last year in Government Order No. 8108 of 8rd
August 1874, which was accepted by the Chamber in
their letter to the address of Government, dated 27th J uly
1874, was founded on the general “principle that the
Custom House shall be closed for seven days only during
the Doorga Poojah festival, it being loft to the Collector
of Customs to determine the ‘days each year.” (Vide
Board’s lctter to Government, No. 422, dated Sth July
1874, of which the proposals were accepted.) This year
the lolidays are from Monday the 4th to Friday the 15th
October, inclusive.  OF these, five days, from Wednesday
the 6th to Sunday the 10th, inclusive, are absolutely re-
quired for the performance of the religious ceremonies-of
the Hindoos, and the 14th Thursday, is the Luckee Poojali
day, which is ordinarily kept as a strict holiday.  The
Collector, however, whom. the Member in charge has o

sulted, reports that, for the sake of giving the seven closs
6
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days consecuiivel 1y, it would be advisa
tom House open on the Luckee Poojah day, and farther
recommends that the seven close days should be from
Wednesday the Gth to ‘Tuesday the 12th, inclusive, the
Custom House being thus kept specially open  for business
on'Monday and Tuesday the 4th an

d 5th, and from Wed-
n‘esdny the 13th to Friday the 15th up to 2 p. M., inclu-
s1ve.

ble to keep the Cys.

Para, 4. M. Dampicr inquirved from the Chamber

* Tty enclosed. leter wl.xether they would be satisfied by
:I}:‘ete% ‘e".'.'gaf"lghﬁﬁ’c frolox} Lluf arrangement. The Chambey*
ommoras, while expressing their general ac-
ceptance of it, add th; ey
clearly sce under what circumst:mzzes it i:;t ;ﬁ?nii;:j
keep the Cusiom House closed on the two followinfr bd't s,
the 11th and 19th as well, and they hope it can bz so‘ le
ranged as to give merchants tho advantage of those L‘wo
d'aysi This is going beyond what the G(?verumcnt sane-
tioned for last year, and the Member iy charge lcvu."es it
to the Government to decide on general con?qidé;wtions
whether the holidays of Government employés i;: th; Cal.
cutla Cu.stoms Collector’s office shall be reduced o L:Ilz_
dn}.'s which are considered absolutely necessary for (l 0
religious observances, In that caso they may fairly ol n
t;; h;we the office elosed on Thursday the 14th 1271‘ {1(:;]1'“)]
Poojah, notwithstanding that {he Collector .oF OJ s
has somewhat weakened the for e

ce be kept o

pen on that day
add one day to tho consecntive g il hat day so as to

ays.
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From Offg. Under-Secy. to the Govt. ofBengal
to Board of Revenue.

Caleulta, 11th August 1875.

Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your- letter
No. 528B, dated the 16th July, with its enclosures, and
in reply to say that the Government of India will be
asked to sanction this year the Board’s proposal to carry
out, during the approaching Doorga Poojah holidays, the
arrangements experimentally sanctioned last year, under
which the Custom House was closed for seven days only.

2. T am at the same time to request that you will be
good enough to draw the attention of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce to their letter of the 25th January last,
in which the Chamber asked for the rencwal, this year,
of the privilege granted last October, and to their letter
of the 6th January 1874, in which, after discussing the
claims of Government employés on the one hand, and the
interests of commerce on the other, the Chamber arrived
at the conclusion that seven days’ holiday was an un-
avoidable minimuw, and that, by the grant of this period,
“no class privilege would be abrogated.”

Lrom Chamber of Commerce to Board of Revenue.

Calcutta, 30th August 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to acknowledge the receipt, on the 25th instant, of your
letter No. 925 of 20th idem and its enclosures, -relative to
the transaction of business at the Custom House during
the next Doorga Poojah holidays.

Ty

s L . 5
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They note the yacation will be “held from Mond:
. ,.(vlm 4th to_Irida the 15th October inclusive, and th ta'}"
15 proposed to keep the Custom House open ;n the ?i ;
2 andIast 3 days, with the view to meet the conveni .
of the trade of the Port. e

.Thcy trust that due notice of the
fgr‘,wen in order that business in progress may not be . inter-
ered with by the withdrawal of the usual means of de.

spateh for the entire intermed; ¢
rmediate week during . whi
Custom House will be closed. e hich e

arrangement will be

CUSTOMS ACT.

Tre Committee’s lash report contained a corres-
po.nde.nce with Government on the subject of dut
‘?‘md‘ inadvertently in cxcess of what was duéy
lhe. case.was subsequeut]y submitted for the.
g\;f;l:ia:]ono of I.:.][is lExcellency the' Governor

ouncil, whose ision 1
orders passed by the Govemﬁf;:?z? ]HBE}:;}SS fha

" Iro : of
m Chamber of Commerce o Govt (y‘"Iﬂdia

Culeutta, 28, A])l'ﬂ 1875
The Committee of the Chamb,

me to submit for the consideray
.V iceroy and Glovernor General in Couni] the d
annexe

orrespondence, Which lias recent]
Houor “{he’ Lfé\l".e)iﬂil‘%GO\'el'hOl‘ ‘Zf‘piq;?ed peimeen iy
engal and them-

mber of Commerce desire
ion of His Excellency the
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selves, regarding certain provisions of the Consolidated
Customs Act, V1. of 1863, and their ;'especLl‘nl request

- that ITis Excellency will be pleased to communicate the

view which His Excellency may take of the case.

The cireumstances which led to that corrésporidence
may be briefly stated.

About 6 months ago' a mercantile firm imported certain
merchandise, paid duty on a declared value, and removed
the goods to their own premises. Four days afterwards
they discovered that, by an error on the part of their
sircar—whose mistake was not detected by the Government
appraiser, although he had invoice and samples, as well as
the goods themselves, in his possession—the bulk of the
goods had Dbeen considerably overvalued ; they conse-
quently forthwith applied for a refund of excess duty
crroncously levied and paid: bub their application was
held by the Collector to be barred by section 62 of the
Customs Act, and on appeal to the Board of Revenue,
and subsequently to the Government of Bengal, the ob-
jection taken by the Collector was considéred valid, and
fatal-to the importer’s claim. '

The case having been brought to the notice of the
Committee of the Chamber they were of opinion -that
there was room for a furthur appeal to His Honor the
Lieulenant-Governor, inasmuch as sufficient stress had
not been laid on the prov§siou contained in section 186.
They therefore addressed His Ionor, by whom the matter
was referred for the opinion—not, as is usual, of the Ad-
vocate Greneral, but—of the Superintendent and Remem-
brancer for Legal Affairs; but the veply of that officer
being unfavorable to the Committee’s interprétation of
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the section, the Lieutenant-G
fon,. the Lien -Glovernor was ung dify
the ‘orders alread, ed. 3 1"'%1’10"-0 modily

Althongh the: Government of Bengal a;”e cc;n\.‘,‘ ot
actcevabhe opinion-of - the Liegal Reme?:nbi'nncer th e’g:to
mittee believe they aro justified in adhering to’ ﬂle" -
construction of the section : and the foll;:winw oﬁlj;e:wn

tions are submitted i supp ot

ort of their contention that

the opinion upon_ which the Lieutenant-Governoi’s deci--
aviance with both the letéor and spirig

sion is based s af v.
of the Act.

' B
The section in question has or has not some signifiea-
ton : if it has a0t it is clearly out o place in th } tatute ;
clear] f

ly Place in the statute

if it has, the nquiry arises, what s ibs meaning ?. an
y 3 at Is it ? and
m what manner and under what circumstances is it -‘
umstances is i appli

neousbh]o?ug]x.lf is ?’ompuscd under the heading « Miscella
« Tovisions”—the seyerg] headi aving Doy
A s 4 ings having been
o T ¢ nx:plo) ed \wt{I the view to group tooretfer Qe‘c
TG on special portions of ), 4 86t
s e Act—i] 6
;cc[fxo;} I‘las'ns much legal fores a5 any other : illllde IISML‘
el ?, 1ts' mtroduction among the ¢ Miseel) rcous ﬂl'e
i:wns Dboints strongly to g1 probability ot
cen framed for the gpeg \ of
: pecial purpose
gencies unprovided fop else\vhei‘c e
exceptions .
Ptional cases, Tl Committee gyq unable  therofc
a crefore

to admit that—ag decl.
2 claved b
the section must be taken v e ol Homan

of its having
1 eting. contin.
and 8gving relief . i

as subject s o
inclins 1o 4 b : J¢ct 1o section 69,

ot he opinion that it should be taken g ’ ey
e {m,z; fgl}d that ‘circumstmxces may ojve i o cted
riding’ force, W gireitan over.
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That this was the intention -of the*legislature ‘may be
reasonably inferred from a comparison‘of its” provisions
with those of the section immediately preceding. If the
former holds good for Government " the-latter holds - good
for-the merchant : the one has:the.power “to ' demand ‘and
recover payment of duties shortlevied, the other has:-the
power to -restore duties over levied : they are reci-
procal obligations, fair alike to both interests, and com-
mon equity requires their impartial recognition.

The Legal Remembrancer is of opinion that the claim
is barred by the 62nd section, the goods having been re-
moved from the Custom House and no re-valuation: being
thereafter admissible: but the Committee submit that
re-valuation is not the point at issue, as ‘the importer ad-
hered-to the original valuation, but rested his claim on
the result of its inadvertent misapplication.

Tt appears -to the Committee that when cases arise
which are fairly appealable under circumstances covered
by thie Act—inadvertence, error, or erroncous interprota-
tion—a liberal construction of 'the law should guidé the
authorities 'in deciding differences between tlie merchant
and the Government officials; and that if any reasonable
doubt exists as to the true meaning of the law, and the
good faith of the merchant is not discredited in a trans-
action in which he believes he has been hardly dealt with,
the relief sought for by him should not be withheld.

The Conln]iktce therefore respectfully submit this re-
ference for the favorable consideration of His Excellency,
and for an authoritative interpretation of the sections
which bear upon the case. :
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From Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Simla, 25th June 1875,

T am dirceted to nckno\\'ledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 28th April 1875 to the address of .the Seere-
.f:n'y to Government in the Legislative Department, and
in reply to state that Mis Excellency the Governor Gene-
ral in Council sees no reason for interfering with the
orders passed by His Honor the Lientemnb—éovemor in
the matter to which your letter refers.

Wharf rent charged by Port Commissionors,
_—

Ir will be noticed from the following corres-
pc{nd'enc.e that in consequence of the Po.:f, Com-
missioners not recognising all the publ; iday:
on which the Custom Hofse is‘c]o;edl,)lrzco:;)il:lll?e:
f:f cargo landed at the jetties have in l;omt'a
ms?ances been charged with rent on packages
vﬁlm}h they could not clear owing to the sus )Zn-
s'lon of business at the Customs 5 and that i sa-
tisfactory solution of the difficulty complainc:l of
has been obtained, by the Com missioners’ eiloave-
m'ent to remit the rent if sufficient proof he C's C’b
mitted that consignees have been unable to lu _
their goods owing to the Custom H, i

ouse bei
shut, and from no faylt of their own being
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From the Cliamber to the Port Commissioners.

Calcutta, 13th September 1875,

1t has been represented to the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce . that considerable inconvenierice arises
from a want of uniformity of observance by the Port Com-
missioners of public holidays sanctioned by the Govern-
ment of India. N

The authorised holidays are 30 in number, but of these
the Commissioners recognise only 20, as per Byclaw
No. 20 of the Port Trust: and the consequence is that con-
signees of cargo landed at the Commissioners’ jotties are
charged wharf rent for 10 days during which they can
take.no steps ’for the removal of their goods.

.

As illustrating this I am instracted to bring to your
notice that on the 24th of last month the Custom Ilouse
was closed on account of the Hindoo festival Jummo
Oostomee, but as that day is not recognised by the Port
Commissioners it was included within the 48 hours alloied
for clearance of goods before rent is incurred ; so that
merchants having goods landed on that day had to pay
rent- on packages which they could not possibly clear
within the limited time. Do

Again :—there will be an authorised holiday on the
29th instant, on which day the Custom House will Le

. closed ; but as it is not recognised by the Commissioners,

merchants will be in the disadvantageous position above

noted.

7
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And so as regards each day w)
sioners hold to be u working day,
House is closed for business,

hLich the Pory, Comumis-
but on which the Custom

This matter was th

¢ subject of correspondence hetyween
the Commissioners

and the Committe of the Ch

amber
four years ago s and it is ag:

ain submitled to the attention
ith the view to thejy

considering
the expediency of amending theiy Byelaw

in this vespect,

If; however, the Commissioners should be of opinion
that the existing number of holidays recognised by them
should not he disturbed as regards their oywp establishment,
the Committoe submit that importers of goods landed af
their jotties should not b charged with wharf rent on

Packages which cannof, be cleared in consequence of the
Custom Mouse being closed,

Trom the Port Commissioners to the Chamber,

Calclitta, 24th Septemper 1875,

In veply o your letter of the 13th

instant regarding
ssoners T am qi.
a resolution pagseq upon the subject,
to request the favor of your stating whether ¢he matter
complained of ig really one of yan DPractical inconye.
nience as to Justify the Commissioners i

0 taking, what
they cannot g, consider, g backward step, ”

2. I am to bl‘ing to the nofice of th
the grant of the relief roquested to gy
involves an additiona] burden to gy,
will certainly object ¢o their yoggels

e Chamber (hat
ignees of cargo
ners of ships ; whe
Temaining iqle and

5l

will therefore have to pay additional fees for working o
the extra holidays it is now proposed to create.

3. Tamalso desired to invite the attention of the ]Ch'mn-
ber to the fact that by the new Custom Honse 1'cg1§1 Zm:i
for the Doorga Poojah holidays, the d|ﬂ:erenc(: el \t\he "
the number of sanctioned Govom'ment hohdaysﬁdvm 5 : e
recognised by the Conmmissioners is reduced to five da S,

From the Chamber to the Port Commissioners.
Caleutta, 27th September 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Oonnner:*(? direc; mc;.
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1]44.' Z
the 24th instant ; and, in reply, to say ‘that as i) 1e;‘1 t\]
presentation was based upon an actual instance o :o
practical inconvonience resulting from the nrrungfmﬁe:}s
of the Port Commissioners, there ean be no doub: tha : ;c
system in force is open to the objection advanced against
it

And T am fo point out in answer to the 2nd paragraph
a parag:
of your letter that it was noti ntended by the Committee

to throw any additional burden upon the owners of ves-

jetti at their proposition
sels discharging ab the jetties, and that their Yplopo 1t(ol
) LY 1 'S sxtel 1
would not be attended with such a result. No (‘\LCI;SIO :
i Y val of goods is sought for: the work a
of time for removal of g s s the worlk @
the jetties and jetty sheds will proceed in ordinary 3
g : ! t t, to remove
i i as at presen
and consignees will continue, tilsl;‘l hi o “’m oo
¢ e, A 2 C
; rly as may be practica
Y that {)nsiwncns may not be charged rent
ki at e s may
mittee ask is thal sig A, ‘ an Tent
ver a period during which a Government regulation p
over 1 o :

e
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veits their taking the necessary steps for procuring dcli.
very of their goods. .

The  Committee will be
ini xf)izcx's, /)\'Lilbt kgr:m(vin
hrotéet themselves With a reservation suel as wi
that applications for remission o
sufficient, proof that removal cou
within the allowed tinte ; and
commend itsclf 1o the Port Com
adjustment of the

quite satisfied if the Port Com-
g the concession applied for,

f rend he accompanied by
1d not have heen effected
they Delieve that {ls will

question,

From the Pop Commissioners 19 the Chamber,

* Caleutta, 64, November 1875,

Your Iotier of the 27th
considered by {he Commission,
am directed to inform you
vrepared to aceept the Propos:
of the Chmnber, and wil] ye
plication for remission js
that, owing {o the Custom
have been unable,
_their goods.

September 1875 having Leen
ors ab their Iast meeting, T

that the Commissioners arg
al made by the Commitfes
mit the whayt rent if t
accompanied by g
Hougse being

he ap-
flicient proof
shut the consignees

without, any fault on theiy part, to clear

Lrom the Chamber 1o the’ Port Commissiongys.

Caleutta, 184, November 1875.

Iam instructed to acknowled,
fer No. 1641 of g th wltim
faction with whiel, the
eceived the decision
regarding. the remjigg;

ge the receipt of your let-
0, and to express the safig-
Commi(.tc_e of {he Chambey have

arrived af by the Poyt Commissioncrs
on of wharf yent,

ill provide .

missioners as an equitable

LEGALITY OF PUBLIC HOLIDAYS.

Tue subject of the following cm‘-respon’denseetl ]12
3 ended to the attention of Mem‘bels,v a‘ tho
wm!:,]'on raised is an important one, viz, whether
E;‘Ieii];ys allowed by depﬂrtmenta.l orci’ell's‘zf Go-
vernment do not require the sanction of law.

The Bombay Cfmmber holds a5 illegal the 1;’:;]
tice of Banks requiring }Jills falling c}[\;e :r;ebate
holidays to be paid prevxous]y,. and wit! o: ;rebate
of interest; and your Committee coniuNocmca_
view, for they think that a Govemment e
tion is not sufficient to giv.e le‘gul fm'ctzt 0
tom which similarly prevails in Calcutta.

; K hamber
Trom Bombay Chamber of Comamerce to Ch
of Commerce, Calcutta.

DBombay, 15th Sq)seml/er 1875,

o of diss: i ists a gst 1] er-
A good deal of dissatisfaction exists amongst the mq
8

i y rrence

ntile community of this city at the ﬁeqn{enl; tzzu;“teml
o ; i ¢ law, and at go

( holidays, not recognised by law, g0l
o hz‘hd‘l)\\;{lici\' obtains with the Banks of 1‘cqunlmg ]:11;'

ractice w. 4 i of roquiving |
Pll‘]"i:due on such Tolidays to be paid p-wuolllm\':.éd
1(,{ l(l ‘zoo without any rebate of interest licing allowed.

1at, t00, )

e Committee have requeste oca anks to

The C ttee ha sted  the 1 c:] Ba ]\) /

name the days daring the year, on which they propose
ame the days d !

B S S N A2 U
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to"close on decount; of holidays, ang jp th
prove of the holidays 5o DProposed, they
G‘rd"eljuxzzezlt to take {he necessary st
days the sanction of Inyy, A question,
as to what measures are necessary
legal, —whether
necessary

e Commite
intend applying ¢4
Ps to give {he holi-

howe ver, has arjgey

holidays
ogislative Coungiy is
the Governor 1
f the local Cham-
contained ip

5 or whether
Counci] passed on the
ber, and nog by virty any
Legislative Act, would b suflicient, Holidays are made
legal in Bngland oihey by Act of Parliament o by Royal
J’mdmlmbion, but i appears to {le Commiftee 4o be
doubtfal if 5 resolution of g, Toc
be sufficient o make g Doliday
unless the resolutifn

Powers conferreq by

cre application o
e of the powers

al Government would
legal in {pis Preside
as passed {
a legislatiye Act.

ney,
W pursuance of i

The Commitieq will be wmuel

iuf‘ormiug them whyy, conrse in TeSpect to i,
lowed iy Caleutta, ¢ the holiday there hy
tion of law, the Comumj

under

obliged to you by your

ays is fol- -
we the sane-
if you wilf say
> O I sanctioned
5 1 your Chamber {s
b Resolutioy is sufficient
As regards vebate, the

allowed i ¢

to legally authoriye,
Committeg Presume
on Dilly f,

law,

d Ilo]idnys.
that this g always
lling dye dwing Tolida ys

alentta
when Payment js demandeq in

S, not Tecognised by
anticipatioy,

C’a/cut@, 27th September 1875,

s hamber have paq under con.
.thr of the 184, istang 5q to the rulg of
anks in respect of hij held by them falling

The Commit

tee of thig C
sider.

ation your 1,
Your local 3

e
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¢ or ays not recognise Y law they duly
holiday t recognised by law, and
note the a ’ on which you purpose taking ic matter.
te the action wl pose taking in ¢ t

he practice here has been, from tim emorial, for
t 1 has been, { time immemo
s ng due on day: v public holidays to
{ d days observed as 1y ¥
allin d ’l
ze taken up in anticipation, but without rebate of in-
terest.

i i vised by the
holidays is authorised Y
The observance of those 3 peod by h
1hlcl‘l:;‘lelﬂ.» of India; a simple departmental order llt;)ttl lﬂle
ror s : :
ﬁ:’c‘cocc"‘sions on which all Pllb]l[e Pofgﬁcs,“rt;:izl e
‘ riment of Public ks, sha
rts of Law and Depar o s Sl
loozllosud for business; and as that order is ;‘;i‘b‘hc oy
Jle Bank of Bengal, the Public Treasury an .
" letme‘nl. Office all the other Banks and com
part: ¢
}wuscs formally acknowledge it.

3 he sanc-
The Committee are not. prepmjod 1:0 asiﬁxt' th:(;oﬂlx:m“so
i f-a Government Notification is sufficien o s .
o I“l s as may be officially mmouuced“‘ ey o
. h? I(ll'lzcd ‘to the opinion that it is not su{hcleut,, m;d
e mc): yment of a bill falling due on such days l“.?:ht
ﬂltt 1’:::111;[,)50 dishonour, nor give the llol.d()l"ﬂ, ]p:gﬂr::o(- .
o 1 urse wsually taken in ordinary cours -
‘;O “.dol”' o Toto the best of their belief the question 8
p— b“"" d, and the custom which has I{eell lod-
"GW"d]’;:“:“ “1,‘";:!];’ series of years has not beey(l] disturbe
:Zl:lcxy i:smuco nl'bwhich they have any knowledge.

AR
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NEW TELEGRAPH RuLzs,

TI;F, tesult of the conference held at; St. Peters.
burg, six months ago has no ;
communicated to the Chamber, but as it has been
otherwise announced that severa] material amend:
ments of the system hitherto existing were ¢hep
adopted, and that the new rules \vouold take effect
from the 1st , anuary next, the Committee were
of opinion that the introduction of
ab 50 short a notice would be
serious inconvenience to the
nity,

yeb been officially

such changes
productive of very
commercial commuy-
and, for the Teasons given in their letter to
Government, they applied for » suspension of he
amended regulations until 1st May 1876, - l

from the Scéretary of
age sent by the Govern-

1ot claye
Ist Jmmary, when the '0 " dd'a)'Cd deyond

Present rules, adopted by
i me thy 'S ag
expire, N o g,

Ge A
Lrom Chambe of Commerce to Gowt,

of India.
O’alcutm, 22nd October 1875.
Under date 13t Mareh |

. der ast, you vy
c 5 y FOu vy
inform the Commiltee of th

ere good enough
g ugh to
he Chambe S

v.of Commerco that

57
their lettor of 6th idem would be forwarded to Her Majes-
ty’s Secretary of State for consideration.

The Committee’s letter had reference to the proposed
telegraph  conference to be ‘held at St. Petérsburg in
May, and indicated the points which they were requested
by you to submit.

Although the result of the conference has not been offi-
cially communicated to this Chamber, the Committee are
in possession of gencral information respecting the new
rules and regulations then adopted, and which has recently
reached them through other channcls,

In their letter of 21st January to your addvess the
Committee expressed a hope that, as soon as they came
into operation, sufficient notice would he given of any al-
terations of the existing system, to enable the commercial
public to amend their telegraplr codes in consultation with
their home and foreign correspondents in time to meet
the changes that might be determined upon at the con-
ference.

The Committee now learn with regret that the alter-
ations adopted by the international convention are to come
into force from the 1st January next, a date much too
early to admit of merchants being ready to meet the
changas that have been introduced, and which necessitato
the revision and remodelling of their codes. ’

The Committee therefore submit thai an extension of
time is absolutely necessary to cnable merchants in India
to amend the codes with which they communicate and
transact business with distant correspondents, and they

8
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respectlully request His Excelleney the
in Council will he. pleased to

i apply for a suspension of the
introduction of the new

rules until the 1st May next,

The Committee believe that the Foreign States would
not withhold their consent if communicated with by the
Secrctary of State for Tndia s andif His Tixcelloney i
Council favorably entertains their present urgent applica-
tion they trust the Marquis of Salisbury may be address-

ed by telegraph and His Lordship moved to send a reply
- by the same means,

From Govt. of Indig 1o Chamber of Commerece.

Caleutta, 111, November 1875

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
the 22nd ultimo, and am directed by the ﬁun'ble Presi-
dent in Couneil to state that the Soe;'cmrv of: State: has
been_ requested Dot by letter and telegram to arrange to
delay {he introduction of the provisio;s of ‘the Slv.bl)e-.

tersburg telegr . .
g entlon till 1st May next,: as re-.
quested. st May next,: as re

raphic cony

From Gout, of Indig to Chamber

Loy

of. Co77z7}zeré¢‘,;
't William, 1943, November 1875,
In continuation of my lef »
instwit, T am dircoteq by
i:i[ to forward for the info
of i telegram dated 18th

tter No. 405 . of {ho 11th

the Hon'ble President in Coun-

1;::mcion of your Chnmbor, copy

b : UL November 1875 fopy thy -

:i)"qef élatc for India, intimnting that the opelc'afleir:f
e 86 T eters})uyg Convention camot he dgl; 1

15U Jantary next, IS beyond

Governor General,

59
18th November 1875.
Yours tenth:—operation of Petershurg Convention can-
not be delayed beyond first January, when Rome working
rules will expire.

The following subjects call for no introductory
remarks :— n

NIGET WORE AT THE JETTIES.

Trrom the Port Commissioners to the Chamber.
Caleutta, 11th June 1875.

I am directed to ask you to be good enough to obtain
and favor the Commissioners with an expression of the
opinion of the Committce of the Chamber of Commerece
on'the subject of night work at' the jettics, which has
lately been pressed upon the attention of the Commission-
ers. The Committee of the Chamber are probably aware
that although night work has, from time to time, Leen ‘al-
lowed in the discharge of stecamers at the jetties, it has not
hitherto been inexistence as a regular system, but has rather
been regarded as a privilege to be granted only under ex-
ceptional or pressing cirenmstances and upon special appli-
cafion'in each case. 1t is now, however, dosired by some
agents of steamers regulaurly trading to this Port, that
the system of night work should be more largely develop-
ed, should become the rule rather than the exception, that
in fact every consignee and commander of a vessel desir-
ing to work at night shall be allowed to do so.. The Com-
missioners are not prepared to bind themselves uncondi-
tionally to permit night work in all eases where it is ap-
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pliedifor] but-ag-the experience of the Jast, fow

shown that it may-be carried: on 1.more g
h 1 vied

nucl
has [hitherto . be S

months:hag

s aré: disposed: Atosmctio i )
T g1 e - 4 n it "t
wWhen their Jelty. staffrare: not tog closcly 1t at. qll timeg

nary:day swork, clore comin g to mal - decision, hoy.
d; Be: c to a fi d h
nin a sion,

ever, the issi
. ,O Commissioners would be glad to Tearn, throug,
your Commit ini e commns
o Co bfec} the opinion of the mercantile commul?'
Ag 6 su ia .
e‘{cms‘.v»l ] Ject—espemdll)' of that Portion of it gy
ré) \c;}c;engaged in import business—as it has b .
resen ' i,
m-lht, 01 tAo them that whatever ships may gain bu

work v . : ‘

; ght i the way of more rapid discharg, ath !
em is one on which j | e o
i " mporters have 4 right to be rd,
8 to the increased risk of rougl, iy o
g

ilferi; . 1 usage
pilfering to whicl g, ge, damage and

elr packages are theroby exposed.
Iy

o .
n Chamber 4o Port Commissioners.

Caleutta, 1 9h June 18%5.

»Thave submitted f
tee of ‘the Chamber
the 11th instang on thy
miSsioners Jetties,

or the Oonsidemtipn of -the Gommiéi-
of C@nnm’ce'your letter-No. 619, of
i subject of night work g4,
§ ! and am djpe, i
reply in the followiug remarks, et o commn

i appears to thy

° obviously inyoly,
to vessels dlschz\rging at {he _jet{ie:mhe
. 5

\vo.uld be placed at o &reat disadyy,
Serious results  from - yigksg in (
’I‘Ahe' numberless inconvenien,
discharge of cargo by day ;i

material benefit

pural ght work.
ces which already uhttel\d the

ohit
ght woulq be largely increas.

by night work.
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ed, and-iu- the: absence -of sircars:and otherestablishment,
importers’ interests - would: not+be. adequately: :protected
against -rough handling of packages; damages :and:pilfer=
ing. > These mischievous practices-are of-notorious: occui=
rence -even under the present.-systeni; dnd there:isi: mueh
reason to -apprchend they would be- greatly -aggravated
These ‘are. drawbacks by which . the proposed arrange=
ment would inevitably be nied, and the Cq
cannot but regard them as objections sufficiently-grave to
prevent consignees of cargo being reconciled to- them.

At the same time the Committee are of opinion that the
Commissioners could elaborate some. plan. by which the
interests of all concerned may be simultaneously advanced

and protected.

The proposed- arrangement weuld manifestly secure to
shipping more rapid discharge and consequent economy of
time and reduction of expenses in port, and at the same
time incrcase. the profitable employment of the Commis-
sioners” - jetty appliances, whilst the interests of importers
are likely to suffer for reasons already stated : it there-
fore appears to the Committee that the Commissioners
should give consignees of cargo @ complete indemnity
against all ship damage and injury to property sustained
in course of delivery from ship to jetty sheds and while
in the Commissioners’ custody. .

The Committee are also of opinion that the. time for

removal of goods landed at night should be -extended so

that importers may he-placed in'no worse position than at

present.

S

LR oL S0 T

cAir

3

METIY Y

o




(35}

E00aHLY BRIDGE TOLL,
i \\ )

Lrom (e ‘7 to Por¢ OMminissionerg
rom Chax be [ Commy, ne:
i

-
Caleutta, 75, June 1875

.THE Commitice of {1
opmion that suffiejer
Bridge Act came into
the pr,

le: Chamber of Comr

‘ merce ar
time Iy Hougils

the Hooghly
illflllfl'Jj into
they there-

s passed since
operation 4o jusi
that neasure ;

actical rosults o
fore direey, me to request
f : st
ately stating {he
merchandise anq o
Bridge since the
in m

and

st Jan :oan he ges incurred

ToTanuary s oang g
1st P 1 oS i

: charg
he Bl,‘ e and meeting the demands of
. : o
onucetion iy, § g the same Periog
t {3 criod,

aintaing
wr taining
A0vernment, iy o

From 07/ Ommassy ners {o mbes
P ¢ Comm 0 £ O]lll‘

S 25th June 1575,
o ﬁu:“iih )(Iolll" leiter of the 7l

o (.‘Pe"dli t:l with 5 statement shoy Jﬂmquesmng

3 "¢ 0n account of g

the I, T

am dir i .
M direeted in fopmg of e B”dge !
sloners on yoyy ’

Calowita @y,
Passing ovep
g
| are ol
it 8¢ are weekly Publisheq

jo?

nstant,

ving

ailivay
"Owith, *

0 B0th Apr,

-

From Chamber to Eust Indian Railwesy.
Culeutta, 7th June 1875.

T am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commeree to say that in their opinion suflicient time has
passed since the levy of the Hooghl_;' Bridge Tolls under
your public notice dated 2Ist December last to Juslify
an ‘inquiry into the practical results of that mea
and that they will be gredtly obliged by your assisting
them in their endeavour to ascertain to what extent it

re

has realised the object of Government in imposing the
terminal charge on passenger and goods traffic by the
Tast Indian Railway. Will you thercfore do them the
favor of stating scparately, the amount of pontage re<
ceived from’ traflic booked to Howrah and Calcutta res-
pectively, and whether in your judgment the terminal
charge has been the dircct occasion of diverting traftic
from the railway into other channels of transport. I

_that has been the result, and if you have no objection

to disclose it, will you be so geod as to state the extent
o' wl

affected ?

the railway receipts have been prejudicially

From East Indian Roilway to Chamber.
Calcutle, 9510 June 1875,

Tu reply to your letter of the 7th instant, asking for
information as to the effect on the Company’s traffic by the
opening of ihe Hooghly Bridge and the charges for cross-
ing the same, I beg to “append a memo. shewing -the
amounts -paid by the Company io the Government of

T

s

ore

TSETEN YL I vrace
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Bengal a8 fontagé o tlie
a8 pontage oii tlie goods gy,
: ] goods traffic hool, 2 g
Howrali and Calcittta sitice January Ist, : o o
The Company ] N
any also pays ponta e accordi
i ) Q q ng io s
;311.1 ,!J.nssclegcl traflic, but malkos nho addition t: tI:)egjfz."e e
° .1tom Howra, so it is probable such traffie lns‘llejs .
, ;SSIS od by tlte»fztclhties offered by the bridge Plése -
- the fu - - Passenger:
© not now hooked to op from the Armem‘;l Ghat st'lt?oerlxs
The following is ‘

Mana ger i—

an extract from o letter from the Traffic

As regards goods traffic,

I think
th ’ DK we may safel
ﬂzat tlxe.tmﬂic has not been diverted to otl ). ‘Sm'l) say
'© obesing of the bridge, 17, 1ot routes by

to the W, . 12th June,

owr total traffic haq exceeded that of 187
2 7

1,05,000 tons, 3 by over

alt:flenl of in and ouy, traffic to Caleutta
8 /.3, and this year i show that the
Y rail has iy, “heon

credsed rathep
the bridge, er than been

The following st;
and Howral for
trade to the port by
drawn away by

. 1873 qgr

Caleutta traffic. ¢« Iy Tons. Tous,
Jmm:n'y to 294 '] rﬁ‘ﬂm lst)\ S
owrah fraffic “I.]:’ Moy e f 3,068 3,354

" Isb January
to 29th May ary i )
b May, } 2,435,699 273519

. Total “Ty» g T

Caleutta traffie « Out 1@th~ In 2,48,767 276,873
ary ‘to 29th May “"“‘} 6,516

HO“‘!‘nil\ traflic «(yg» Ist J‘ll;l:l. 1 ” 4,669

Y 10 99th My ST
A . - 15,421 86,745
: Total traffie “Oup? a1 mns ——
¢ —
T 81,637 91,414

P — —
15 75,8791 from 144 Jamuny o 300k 4 gy
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There having been an exceptional traffic in 1874 due to
the famine, the figures for that year sould -offer no fair
criterion and have not been taken.

Stamped paper for Bills of Lading.

From Bourd of Revenue to Chamber.

Fort William, 26th April 1875,

Wirn advertence to your letter dated 20th January last,
I am directed to state for the information of the Chamber

.that the Government of India have ordered the use of the

stamped paper of which I enclose another specimen for
Bills of Lading, remarking that the weight of it if’ posted
even with an additional sheet of letter paper would be
below half an ounce, the minimum weight on which
postage is charged for most foreign commercial countries.

2., The Member in charge, however, desires me to point
out that the public are not by law compelled to use paper
upon which a stamp ‘has previously been impressed. Under
the provisions of Section 5 (B) Act XVIII of 1869, those
who prefer to do so may still take the paper on which the
Bill of Lading has heen written to the Collector in order

. Vids Togo 603 of the that the stamp mny.be deuote.d
Cualeutta | Gazette of 22nd  on it, as prescribed in the Noti-
Maxel 1_871' fication * of the Government of
India No. 1510 dated 14th March 1871.

From Chamber to the Board of Revenue.
Caleulia, 4th May 1875,

The Committee of the- Chamber of Commerce desire
9

sy

L
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e lo state in.reply to your letter No. 473 of 26th ultimo
that ihey “see no- objection to the paper ordered by the
Government of Tndia for Bills of Lading : but that mer-
chants will, as a rule, prefer to use their own particular
forms of shipping doements and adopt the usual courso
of having them stamped. :

The specimen of stamped paper is herewith returned.

Light-houses on Cape CGomorin and the Goast.

From Govt. of Indias to Chamber of Commenrce.

Simla, 11th August 1875,

: 'Inm directed to forward copy of a note drawn up in
this office embodying the opinions of several authorities
as to .the necessity of providing light-houses at; Cape
Comorin and Mubtum, and to request that the Govern-
ment of 'Indi:z may be favoured with an expression of
:l?e opinion of the Chamber on the following poiﬂts,
iz i—

.

Are two first, el

ass lights really necessary for the

southern extremity of the Peninsula ? or

Would one first clags and i

ass and one third or fouy|
class light suffice ? or e ot
Would a single first class light suffice 2

The exact locality or localities v
e €3 wher i g
lights should be placed ; and e fhe light o
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(5). The height of the light or-lights above: mean sea.
level, necessary to -secure fully the objects
which should be attained.

2. Tam to beg that the reasons for the answers given
in each case may be fully stated.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt.” of India.

Caleutta, 20t September 1875,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 226 of 11th
altimo, regarding the establishment of light-houses -on
Cape Comerin, and Muattum, or Cudiapatam Point, to
enable vessels to guard against the dangerous sunken

“rock known as the « Crocodile” on the Travancore Coast.

In reply to your reference the Comuittee desive me to
say that their own want of knowledge of the matter
rendered it necessary to “obtain the views of professional
men competent to express opinions upon it, and that on
applying to the Superintendent of the Peninsular and
Oriental Company and to the Agents for the British In-
dia Steam Company for information from their officers,
they learnt that reports had been submitted. It
appears therefore unnecessary to trouble you with a
recapitulation of opinions already in your possession.

With regard, however, to the establishment of a light-
house on Cudiapatam Point, the Committee find by a
notice recently published by the Marine Department that
that work has heen completed and a light exhibited since
the 10th instant. 3
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. MARINE survEys,

Prom’ Chémber to Port Commissioneys,
Caleutta, 44, November 1875,

I a letter dated 11th December 1872 the
of Bengal forwarded, for tlie inform
of Commeree and for

Government,
ation of the Chamber

of their opinion on the
subject, a copy of Report of 5 Committee on the circum-

stances attending the wreck of {he ship « Ticonderogn;” also
copy of the Licutennnt-Govcmor’s letter, of same dale, to
the Government, of India in the Marine Department, in
which His Hooy represented thai he absence of
of certificating sea-going ships of {]e Indi
muchto be regretted, and solicited th

be considereq when the Merchang Shipy
the legislature,

the expression

a system
an trade was
at the subject might
ping Act came before

On the 161, September 1873
again addrossed ],
soluiion,

the Government
e Chamber, for\r:n‘ding copy of a Re-
of same date, as to the modes, ryleg and prac-
tice of Marine Surveys inade i ihis port, ang the respon-
sibilities of the surveyors, in cases where the gy requires
such survey; and on which His is views
on the general qQuestion whicly

eonsequence of othey disastrous

of Bengal

Honor recordeq Iy
had come before
OCCHI'I‘CHCOS.

him in

That Resolution was the subject, of a Report by o Sub-
'8 5 and of o represen-

tation by the oy Chamber dated 5th

mmittee of e
November 1873,
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av ade until
No further movement appears to ]m\T bgn ;:l:mcnt u
vi rear, when the Gove
ust of the following year, b mment of
fi&‘llg‘communiczlted as follows with the Govex]nu}:zked "
1\‘1‘ cll"L s and Bombay upon the various points submit{
adras a )
the Government of Bengal.

ter much discussion and deliberation regarding the
bera g S
“A h di d
; o genera cd law for the regulation
t t of a genern 1 {

i ill was drawn for
3 mercantile marine in Indmi a Bill \’\as d}:u\n
:)]flist ];irj)osc and published in the' (m:;{tc ?rvlgillzla 108{’(5;1.15
16th March 1867 as “the Indian S“~Ppmbl q,o e
This project of law was not proceeded with, .t e Secy .1 A
S P]'Ol)f » India having requested that lcglslfltlon in this
o e ‘1)‘ ald :nmit 1?.\0 result of the consl.dcr‘nhon by
coml"hi:;c::mof L consolidated mercantile shipping law,
f)‘:;c;.:ln\vns then under preparation in Engl{md.

n po! ve sihee 1 i legisia~
¢ In this position matters have since xel]nmn“ed,r o
0 : s waiting ing of the Inglish law.
tion i ia sti vaiting the passing o y
ion in India still awaiting : D ° o,
The prospect of its enactment, however, scel <A1 ofe. '1 d
Vn \l ¥ s have oceurred {rom time {o time,
i cases ha . )
canwhile man o o time
]n nd have been referred to the Government of Jnd nl 1.5' ~
]c 1‘" ccessity of i i in, and additions
dicati the necessity of modifications in, and ;_( t
oi “Pl ; ’n y A is j These references
to, existing Indian laws on this subject. :['h) e] e o
W o’leﬂl‘ 1d over, as received, for consideration w len] (" I]-
vere held ', 48 Te ¢ ) il
dian Shipping Bill should again come before the e.gs -
11.1‘1«3 o )mes ; 0 rous that it was
t but they at length became so numes ] | o
(‘ ee'm;(‘ ady =’1. ) W ight be met by im-
d ad v] ases mi, b,
visable to sce what ca e Y
med ’te '\‘ ]<‘ te legislati ithout awaiting for the
g islation, without aws
iate and scparate legi for the
]aet om) of Parliament. The Government of Blenlg'nll‘ as
s (’c ate ! 5 q vhich has been
a ]‘:\ to state these cases, and the reply whic e
i d's g‘“;‘, ¢ measures which that Government de-
rocei hows the measures whi Gover
recelved »

5
sires Lo sce cnacted.
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The attention of the Chamber having been divected to
that communication, the Committee
length, especially on the

Pproposal {0 cnsure
-vey of ships,

a proper sur-

Finally on the 9¢1, February 1875 the Indian Morchang
Shipping Act was Passed; but, no Provision for gy,
made, and in this respect matters stand w,
when the 5 gitation commenced 4 yeqrs ago,

1'vey was
here they were

It appears to the Comumittee of th
question of survey
serious to remain

e Chamber (hat the
of vessels leaving Indian ports is too
mnoticed or uudisl,urbcd, and ¢ha
measures should be taken with {he view to its recognition
by the Government ns an obligation of equal weight and
importance yg any of the other Provisions of the Aef.

1 early

In their Tettey of 5th Novembey 1873 1o the Government
of Bengal the Committeq of the Chambey expressed coyi-
currence in the plani Proposed by the Poyy, Commissioners
for the efficient, survey of shipping, and thqy in {he;
nion the general cconomy of t]e sy
trusted to o better constitute,
than the Poyt Commission
1o further communication iy, the Go
subject and ape not aware jf any steps
give effect, to their DProposition, oy to
scheme, with the same object, in vigy .
will e glad to Tearn if the
the matter and can
Tegarding it.

ir opi-
stem conld not o op.-
d or more competent

* but the Chamber haye had

vernment on the
have been taken to
introduce any other

and the Committee
Commission oy

5 are moving in
place af {hejy disposal

any information

replied at considerable +
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Y y er.
From Port Commissioners to Chamber
Caleutta, 11th November 1875,

directed to acknowledge the l‘eceiD.lv’}’esterda_?-“f:
L n'Md ted the 4th instant which will be sulAnm( (.'
T "n (:Hou of the s ab t])exf' n]e);f
- H'Je In the meantime I beg to enclose copy of a ‘Ae
e ey s d‘dro<sed to Government inviting attention
B 'n o{‘“Mnrine Surveys in this Port, and of the
e ‘1“‘3?"“;}“ from Government which is the latest cu‘ml:
mpl“i’c:tei(o::‘ ‘:Jhe Commissioners have been favored wit]
‘municat; >

upon this subject.

Irrom Offy. Vice-Chairman to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutla, 1st October 1875.

T have the honor to invite yc;ul; 1;2:;1;1011*; (t:lt(h:gnﬁzﬁz
e B g“‘?ijiscled o?cl\tfa)line Sl‘ll‘v(’,y; in t]le.l’.ort
e m:l t«i request the favor of your obiaining
" 0“1(’“““.7 {;'nHis Honor the Licutenant-Governor on tbe.
'3“1'1:. ot.rd(;‘”wt:poiuting competent surveyors under proper
i:]r:‘]i.(;(c)l f?)r ‘tllxe performance of their duties.

From Govt. of Bengal to Port Commissioners.
From )

Darjecling, 15th October 1875.
I' Iy to your letter No. 1519 dated the Ist October
n reply

{h yo view the

875, i u that the views of
directed to inform hat t] i : t,

Cllc\’lth‘l’ort Commissioners as embodied in Mr. Bruce's
0 & B:
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letter No, 4130 dated the 22nd, October 1873, together
with the opinion of this Government, regarding the con-
duct of Marine Surveys in the Port of Caleuita, were laid
before the Government of India in this office letter No.
4579 of 31st December 1878, and that it is understood
i that the Government of India has under consideration the
whole question of consolidating and amending the existing
law relating to merchant, seamen, for which the survey of
ships naturally forms a part.

MEMBERS RETIRED.

Messrs. Pearce, Macrae and Co.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER,

Tuz halt-yearly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 1,514-10-1¢ exclusive of
Rs. 10,000 in 4 per cent Government Securities,

E. ¢ MORGAN,
President.

APPENDIX.
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5,8 © l £y % TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the PorT oF CaLCUTTA, adopted at
G aue g i B i -5 a Special General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
B B o ) = 83 ' held on the 12th Tebruary 1872, with effect from 1st September
L s = I | ©% 1873, except as regards the measurement of Cotton, Hemp, Jute,
i e R e = z - Jute Cuttings, Rhea, Safower, and other articles similarly
o < @g° ee o ] al packed, which, under the Chamber’s Resolution of 14th June
‘= 4 %28 23 g s F 1872 hud effect from 1st July 1873.
T8 ~g ez ° 5 o
g . 3 Cwt. per e
i 8 - . ARTICLES. o P e
SRS 2 g% ¢ . X l‘ozn\th.i per Ton.
S N 4 £2 5] ———
n =3 N SEe
IR A B $¢e8 = Aloes, in bags and boxes ..
= 23 <5 = 28S Alum, in ditto .
z 2 7 E R Anisced, in bags
S s FEEE - Arrowroot, in cases
= SR NG g Eé oy n bags or cases .
2 N Sasd 2, Asafoetida, in bags and boses
[SISES] EE N EEY R Apparel, in boxes
Y g% o - ark, in bags
P =G O 2238 Bees’ W.
533 <1 GEE 3 ces’ Wax
S o G ‘ Barilla
N & N Bebel-nut
Y [P — 3 Books
=S moox = > | ! Borax
> %\ Hoow | o o | Bran
B cun e i = Brimstone
o 7| #3837 |8 2 2 | Bullion
s g e | 2 = 2 Cake-lac, in bags
w B~ — =l 8 Camphor, in cases
a . o : Cardiumoms, in robins
25 . = 2 | N 0xes
7SR woo 2! Cassin, in boxes
o , o & » ags
N GEH] Castor Seed 5
[ =3 Chillies, (dry) in bags 8
=8 : ~g China Root, in bags 1L
3 g ” 0508
3 2 \ Chircita
= 8 & { Churrah
2] - < £ Gigms LT
I € —~—— s
25 =t
.55 58% i o
EES [EE % 00 e
235 lz=2 s = Cochineal e
SE8 §~'l H £ 3 Coffee, in bags 18
23 8% =% Ec] . casks 16 l
34 E° © 2 g’
PN S T .
B = e




ARTICLES,

Coni rough
Coir, loose ﬁ“d unscrewed
pras, or Cocoanut K
(’mmnder Seed Kommel
‘otton

Cow xw

Cummin Secd
Black

Cutch, T bags

Dates, wet

dr;
Dho]l i
Llephants’ Teeth in bulk
Purniture
Garlic and Onions
inger
Gram
Gums, in cases

g::::r:" Bags and Gunny Clotly
He:]np
ides, Buffalo, or Coy
Hoofs, Horn sl.mmgsr;ﬁ:;’fr(.l
Huxn@, Cow, Bultalo, or )eg, ps
Tudin Rubber, in bags
in cases

Indxgo
Tron
Jute
.I‘{:te Cuttmgs
Lurd ®
Linseed
Mace
Machinery
Metals
Mathie Seed
Mirabolams
olasses
Mothor o'Pearl, inf bags
Munjort” Pt
Mustard or Rape Seeq N
Nigor Seed
anmeg?, n cases or casks

Cwt., per
Ton Nett,

——— T

Cubic
feet

per Ton, )

ARTICLES.

Cubic
feet
|_pex Ton.

Cwt. per
Ton Nett.

Nux Vomica

Oats
0il, in cases

. ocusks
Opiiim
Padd

dy
P:\lumtmc, in by

=z

g
Pea
Pep pel Long

ok
Planks and Deals

Poppy Seed
Putehuek

Rags
TRaw Silk, in bales

TRattans for dunnage
Red Wood, ditto o
TRhea
Rice

Tope, in coils
Lines and T\uucs, in bundles
Rum, in casks

S'lﬂlo“ or
Sago, in cases
SALI-.\monnc, in b'ms

hoxes
Saltpetre
Salt

Sapan Wood for dunnago ..
Sealing Wax, in cases
Sced-lac, in cases

»  bags
Senna
Shells, rough, in bags
Shell-Jac, in cases

bags
Silk Clinssum
Waste
stk Picce Goods
Skins
Soap, country, in cases
» bags
" bar
Stick Lac, in cases
,, bags

s,
per chest
16 .

s or 4 Ihds,
50

50
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. e
—_— SOHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,
7 -

] ) o i o ; the Bengal
. ARTICLES, flel.l:éc Revised and adopted by a Special Genéral Meeling ‘q/f ;ct fﬂ]}m
- . " | berTon, . f‘é’,ﬁ",mf Commere held on the 18t June 1861,—with ¢
— e —_— &
Sugar st January 1862. i
Tallow, in cases or casks o
Tale

Tamarinds, in cases or casks,

i

1, On the salo, purchase, or shipment of Bullien, Gold ; ’
;‘“pmca Dust or Coin ... N 0. |
. : in funds) or sale of Indigo,
i chase (when in fun ’
Teel Seed 2. On the purchase (whe o of ludigo, I
o o ° Raw Silk, Silk Piece Goods, Opium, Pearls, - . ;
T cious Stones, or Jewellery ...
incal

Tobacco, in hales
Tortoise’ Shells, in chests

3. On purchasing ditto when furids are provided by i
Turmeric

O !
the Agent ... . |
| - s—the i
Wheat 4 Onthe e or purshase of sl other gools—) a
Wool ¥ 50 commission in all cases to bo charged upon the :
T S gross amount of sales, and in regard to purs :
T h o .5 B
Good chases upon hoth cost and charges [ ” B
L Goods in Casks or Cases 4o be calenlateq S5 wei, 3 . i de in produce ... 23, !
when paying freight by woight s nd Cpl, freight is iade por o i 5. On retumn ox Cpsigoments i€ mado i prsduce .. 54 !
Whars aweimeit, the ieasurement bo takey o S, Custom” House returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion, or i
vhaif, or other shipping whast Wit 4 yadius of 5 wiles fram 6. On returns 1 . i
‘:}!e Custom House, cexeept in the case of Cotton, the measurement i Treasure b
of whieh shall be taken o the Serew-house, 7. On accepting Bills against Consiguinents b : :
2. Measuroment to Le taken g Ja, est pa insi rehase of Ships, Factories, Houses,
i B a art of the bale,—; he sale or purchas: B
the lashing ou one side and vutsigs on'the o, e bale,—inside 5oon Imils and all property of a like deseription ... 24,
N B 42 the «
3, Jute, Tute-outtings, Homp, Gopton, & .
ticles similuly paoked. oo, L108P; Cotton, Safllower, and other ar- 9.
}J‘l;;oelbzl.“mv“b packed, are serewed in bales varying from 300 to

porty of any description reforred fo Agoucy for
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which

1 afterwards be withdrawn ; and on goods ,
il ‘ i iti livery to others and .
Gixm Dhell, " consigned for conditional delivery o
4 so delivered, on invoice amonnbat 2s. per rupee. half com.

|
ghe igned, and all other pro- :
On goods and treasure consigned, ‘

4 The torm ¢ e,
following articlo -
Peas, Linsced, T

L eight il be wnderstoog ¢
gty Saltpotre, Rice, 17|
Rapesoed and ull Motafs, 0 ) beat,

HW T woop, o4

10, On making advances or procuring loans of moncy
- for commercial purposcs, when the aggregate )
5 per 2§ per cent.

commission does not exceed 5 per ceut ..o 2} per o

Seeretary,

On ordering,.or tecciving and delivering goods, or
o intending the fullment of contracts, or on
aper

the shipment of goods, where 110 other Commis- )
sion is derived o 1 "




B

12. On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements,
and on becoming security for administration of

Lstates, or to Government for the disbursement

. of public money ’

1. On del-oreders or g

aranteeing the due realization of

sales . . 2
14. On the management of Estates for Executors or

Administrators .23
15,

On chartering ships or
stituents for v
loading

engaging tonnage for con-
essels to proceed to outports for

16. On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabiy Dassengers, on the
amount of passaga money, whetler the same
shall pass through the Agent
On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order
or.charter, or on procuring euployment for o
ship on monthly hire, o acting ag Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon
the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive 5
ging Asiatic Emigrants
Mawitius, the West Ind
the gross amount of e;

17

18, Onengy, for a ship to e
ies, or c]xew].erc,
arnings |,

19, On engaging troops for g shi

upon
e b
D to Great Britain

or

elsewhere, on the Gross amount of- Dassage onecy
forrank and file w2}

20. On realising inward freight, inwarg troop, Emigmut,
or Cabin passage money . 2}
21. i

On landing and re-shipping goods from

or on landing anq selling

damaged goods from any such yessel, anq acting
as Agent for the Master on behalf of q)] con
ceraed on the declured value of all gyl goods
as may be re-shipped, and op the net Proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly solq

If Opium, Indigo, Ray Silk, or sl

It Treasure, Precious Stoucs, or J

any vessel

in distress, by auction

w b

k Picee Goods.,, 2%
ewellery e 1

.- 2§ percent,

.2k

3

s hands or not ., 2%

®

19

X

i ¥ hether on lives - or pro-
On cffecting Insurances, whe % por o
perty ) e
On slcltling Insurance claims, losses, and averag

ing returl pre-
of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre:

. 2%
On (:11:‘\::1;;‘ purchasing, sclling, or negotiating Bills L
of Exchange ...
On debts or other claims when a process at law or .
arbitration is incurred in claiming them ;
if recovered by such means ...
g: ;\11:”;‘ gxuhuige returned dishonored v ;*
On collecting House Rent L e . 2;
On ship’s Disbursements o o 2%
On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any "
loan on respondentia ) . 1_
On granting Letters of Credit ... .
On sale or purchase of Government Securities fm‘d
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every
exchange or transfer not by purchase from one X
class to another o %

On delivering up Government Securities and in;uk s
or other Joint Stock Shares, on thc' mtmrket value
On all amounts debited and credited within the yeAu]rl
(less the balance brought forward) upon “h]:c
no Commission amounting to 5 per cent. bas N
been charged ... -k

%25 Brokerage when paid is to be separately charged.

- H, W. I WOOD,

Secretary.
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Agelasto A, and Co,
Apear and Co.

Argenti, Sebilizzi and Co,
Ashburner and Co.

Anderson, Wright and Co,
Balfowr, J. Ofy. Agent, Oriental Bants

Corporation
Balow and Co,
Degg, Dunlop and Co,
Blo

T, Ofip. Manager, Comploir

D’ Iscompte de Pais,

Borradaile, Schiller and Co,
G.

Buskin, 1,

Calder, G. T..,
Bongal Rail

Carlisies Nephews and (i

Codnane, 5. Manager, Agre Bant,

Linited,
Colvin, Cowie and Co,
Craoke, Rome and (g,
Cox, Hemy 8.

Colin Brothers and Co,
DeSouza, Thos, and Co,
Duucan Brotlets and Co,
Duwarkanath Dutt and Gp,
Bde and Hobson,

Emnsibausen and Ocsterley.,
o

Ewing ana ¢
lliott, John and Co,
T, 1. D, I
Tergusson, 1. T, and Co,
Tinlay, Muir aud Co,
Gisbome and Co,
Graf and Banziger,

frabam and Co,

irindlay and Co,
Gubbay, Elias §,
Tieadeison, George and Co,
Heilgers, F. W. and Co,
Hone, Miller and Co,
Huber and Co.

Judine, Skinner and Co,
Kettlewell, Builen and Go,
Kelly and Co.

Ker, Dods and Co,
XKerr, Tarruck and Co,
Lamouroux and Co,

Ofly. A gent of the Bastern
ay Company,

X

A,

Lovell, 5. P, Supde, P. & 0. Steam

Navigation Company,
Mackilliean, J. and Co,
Macallister, R, and G,

Mackenzie, Lyall and Co
Macneill and Co.
Macknight, Ande
Movan, W.'and Co.
Manockjee Rustomsjee,

Morviss, 13, dgent, Hong.zmy qnq 4
Conporation,

Shanglai Banking
Pearce, Macrac and Co,
Potrocochino Brothers,
Prawnkissen Lu and Co,
Ralli Brothers,

Ralli and Mavrojani,
Reinhold and Co,

Robert and Charsiol,
Rentiers and Co,
Robivson, S, H.

Retd, J. NL.d geut, Ohartered Mereantite
<k of India, London, and Ching. ]
P.

Sagrandi, J.

“Simpson T, Agent, Chartered Bans y
o India, dustralia and Qling, 3

Steel, MeTutosh and o,
Seblaopfer, Putz and Gy,

| Sehrader, Smidt and Co.
Schoene, Kilburn an Op,
Sassoon, David and Co,
Shav, Finlayson and Co,
Thomas, J. and Co,
Twner, Monison and Co,
Poulin, L. W. anq Co,
lamvaco and Co,
Tambaci, Paul and Co,
Ullmann, Hirseblorn and o,
Valetta X, 7. and Co.
Weinholt Brotheys,

Wilson, H. F,

Windram,

of Indi

Whitney Trothers ang go,
Williamson Brothers ang (v,
Wisewan, Mitchll,

Tackinnon, Mackenzie and Co,

1 and Co,

s J. Manager, National Bants
.

Reid aud Co,
o,

1

X bankers,

Third.... That merchants, povner

it and brokers shall alone be admissible as
members of the Chamber.

xi

RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

BENGAL CHAMBER 9F COMMERCE.

styled «Tun
First ... That the Society shall be s.Lyl:zd
7irst ... Tha y be sty
Bryean Coanser or CoMMERCE. 5 :
- C b enga
Sccond.... That the object and duty of the ;ch
CCH aen at . ‘
e Chamber of Commerce shall be to wa o
, ral commercic
rotect the general
over and prote ! _ el
interests of the Presidency of :Benglal,LL
. 't of Caleutta ;
specially those of the 1)011,. of Caleu f(;;.
to ompl.oy all means within its po;‘\ er fo
! i redress of griev-
¥ X evils, the redress of g
the removal of  the . ]
e com
promotion o
ances, and the 7 : ) eon-
mon good ; and, with that view, ‘to o
autho-
munizwte with Government, public au
( individuals ; to re-
yities, agsociations, and individuals ,] L{t’) .
el to arbitrate
i refer s from, and
ceive reference: , iate
ies willing to abide b;
between, parties willing ftc:l‘ P m{ber °
isi ho ;
judg ccision of the
udgment and d : umbe
ﬁ}mdbto form a code of practice 1-<-7 simplify
) 1 siness.
and facilitate transaction of busines

ship-owners,

" i
. .
i g : ’
ul v . -t )at candidates for admission 2 9. mem-
nguin, T Managen, Wi an 0 nd Fourth....Iha Chamber shall be prop a
udon Ban, nited, Ders of the 2 N - propose
8 ed by tw CIDETS, and ma;
and seconded by two m y
T———




xii
be elected by the Committee Provisionally,
such election I)eing subject to confirmg-
tion at the next ensuing General I\Ieetiug,
Fifih,.

.That the subscription of firms ang banks
shall be 16 rupees Per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 Tupees per mensem,
and of mofussil memberg 32 rupees per
annum,

Sith ... That any member of the Chamber whose
subscription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to he o member, and
bis name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
montl’s notice of such default,

Seventh. .. That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall he managed by & Committee of
not less than five nop more than seven
Members, including the' President and
Vice-President, to be elected ann ually at a
General Mecting of the Chamber in the
month of May ; the President, or, i
absence, the Vice~President, being ex-offi-
cio Chairman of the Commit(‘ee, and in the
absence of the President ang Vice-Presi-
dent, {he Committes to elect its own
Chairman,  Thyee to form

Lghth.... Annual clections of Prosidcnt, Vice-

Prcsidcni,, and  memhersg of the Com-

a quorum.

xili

mittee shall be determined by a nm‘]lm'.l]:.{
of votes of members, such~ voles l)ozhz
given in voting cards to be 1ssued. by the
ESecretary,—numbered and bem-mg1 e
signature ; and no voting card sha.vl e
re?:eived for such purpose unlesls ;o ;he
thenticated. All vac:zucltes c::lle:;iice gmﬁi_
the President, or e-IPres
?I];ii:]ci"lj)ﬁn the Presidency f?1' thrzi
months or by departure ‘for Europe, o
by death, shall be forthwith filled u]i, abe
the election determined by votes Othc
taken as above and lde(flared btyd e
Committee. All vacancies creal ‘el ,L;h
above by the absence, depm-turc: or d ;:t_ee
of any of the Members of the (,om]m oo
shall be forthwith ﬁllc?d up by S? e:l on
By the Committee subject Fo ap])l?mfte}
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.

7 1 1ally requested L a Member
@ t 18 spec quested it before
7 ecrally 0 1 th M ‘ b
7 wrned to serve on the Commattee his nomina-
18 returned Y ]. e
tor shall have ascer tained his '101”171{/7165_ s Lo aecey
or shall have 3
office in the event of lis election by votang cards
2 T lect: b 1 1

N 1 i owers of procura-
Vi t parties holding P! procurn-
- ’fll(:i srl)nll in the absence of their punmf
L S "
als, be cligible to serve as members o
pals,

the Commitice.




xiv

Tenth... Two members of 5 firm or representatives

of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time,

Lleventh. That the Committee shall meet for the
purpose of transacting such business ag
may come within the province of the
Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the record of their
Proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations ags
the Committee may deem expedient.

Twelfth. That all proceedings of the Committes
be subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth.That a half-yearly report of the procéed-
ings of the Commitiee be
printed, and circulated for information
of members three days previous to {the
General Meeting, at which such report and
Proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval,

Tourteenth. That the Seeretary  shall be clected
by the Committee ssuch election to he

subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Liftcenth. That General Meetin
shall be held

prepared,

gs of the Chamber
at sueh times ag g0 Com-

Py

mittee may consider convenient for the
‘despateh of business. t
r of members presen
ixteenth.That any number 0 prosent
e shall be held to constitute a General Meet
ing, called in conformity with the I{ule:s
-of:hthe Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business. ‘
requisition of any five mem-
v 7 That on the requisition o i :
Snenteer ;Jlers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman  of Committee, shall cal.l a
Special General Meeting, to bfz held \vn‘,hl-
in 15 days subsequent to receipt of such
requisition. .
very ibing firm  or bank
1 th.That every subscri
Hatteen ;lnlfbe entitled to otie vote only, anc.l that
;;11; Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special G eneral
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
g
of equality of votes.

b ing powers of procu-
Nineteenth.That parties holding p I

ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote. ‘
i - proxy shall be allow-
ntieth. That voting by proxy s V
T‘”c’mclh;{‘l“"‘ provid;d proxies are in favour of
me;nbers of the Chamber.

)] » veserves to itself

7 _first.That the Chamber 1ese‘1§ olf

wcmyﬁﬁfe right of expelling any of its members;
g




xvi

such expulsion to be decide

d by the votes
of three-

fourths of members present
pexson or by proxy at any
ral Meeting of the Chamb
the consideration of such

Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
¢y may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary members for g period not ex-
ceeding two months,

Twenty-third.. That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chambey shall be made
exeept by the votes of o majority of!
the members of the Chamber

berson or by proxy at
Meeting to be helq
of three months,

in
Special Gene.
ex convened for
expulsion.

k
present in
a Special General
after previous notice

—_—
Cones and Co., No, 19, Loll Basar,
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