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Proceedings of the half-yearly General Meeting .
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on
Wednesday, the 5th May 1875.

J. C. Murray, Esquire, President, in the Chair.

Tae Cnamryay addressed the members as fol-
lows :

Most of the subjects handled in our report
were touched upon by me at our last meeting,
and it is not mnecessary, therefore, to detain
you many minutes to-day. There are only
two points in the report to which I would draw
your attention. You will seec that the Com-
mittee have taken up what would appear to be
cases of private hardship ; but as they both in-
volved questions of correct interpretations of the
law, they affect us all as a body ; and it is only
therefore the old policy of the Chamber called
into more active operation than is usually seen in
a single report. Any case of interest generally
to merchants, or in which a principle is contend-
ed for, his always received immediate notice and
support from the Committee.
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The next point is the somewhat changed rela-
tions between us and the Customs authorities. For-
merly there was, as a rule, perfect’harmony and
accord between us; but we have lately had more
than one occasion to appeal to Government against
the action of the Collector, and even of the Board
of Revenue itself. There arenone of us who have
not, to a greater or less degree, experienced the
difficulty that now exists in the transaction of
our Custom House business, owing to the arbi-
trary, and at the same time usecless, changes that
have been lately made, and the high-handedness
with which the Customs law is now administered.
No one who has read the last notification in the
papers from the officiating Collector, bristling all
over, as it is, with threats of fines and penalties,
or who will read the record of the two cases
as stated in our report, will any longer wonder
at the widespread dissatisfaction that is every-
where expressed. Customs, I believe, are finan-
cially under the Imperial Government ; adminis-
tratively, however, they are under the local au-
thorities. It would be matter of congratulation

with us all if the Supreme Government would

*“delocalise” the management, or, in some wa: ;
infuse into the administration a little of its own
more liberal and enlightened policy.

T must briefly glauce at one subject not in our
report. Recent legislation in India regarding con-
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tracts, and some decisions relating thereto, are
matters which concern us all very closely, as to
whether or not the safeguards and precautions
we have hitherto adopted are sufficient to protect
us against wrongful attempts to evade just lia-
Dbilities. '

I have now to move that the Report of the
Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Comunerce,
Jor the half-year ended . 30th April 1875, be
recerved.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Morison,
and carried.

It was then proposed by the Chairman, second-
ed by the Vice-President, and carried,—

That the Committee’s conditional election of
Messrs. Nicol, Fleming & Co., as members of the
Chamber of Commerce, be confirmed. .

The Chairman then called upon Messrs. R. C.
Noble and Edward Clarke, the scrutineers, to
declare to the meeting the result of the election of
office-bearers for the following year.

M. Noble said that the following gentlemen were
elected: Mr. E. C. Morgan, President, Mr, H. F.
Brown, Vice-President, Messts. J. Flemington,
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J. Morison, N. Macmichael, H. B, . Turner, and
J. A. Negroponte, members of the Commitice.

Mr. Thos. Apcar proposed that the cordial
thanks of the Chamber of Commerce e given to the
Committee for their services during the past half-
year.

The resolution was seconded by Mr. H. T.
Brown, and carried, ’

The Chairman thanked the members on behalf
of himself and his colleagues for the vote of
thanks which bad heen passed. He was painfully
aware of shortcomings, but with the strong Com-
mittee they now had, there could be no doubt
that such arrears as there were would be wiped
off.  There were two special points to which he
wished to draw the attention of the in-comi
Committee ; one was the Octroi duties,
to which his attention haq been dir
than two years

ng
—a matter
ected more
ago, but which he had not, had suf-
ficient time to consider : but there were ample
papers in the Chamber and elsewhere for the pur-

pose of giving information to the Committee on
the subject.

. The second was the state of the Paper Curren
to which his attention had lately
and which was

y,
) been called,
a most important, point. He foung

e
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that the Bank of France had an issue of
102,000,000 in notes in circulation, and had gold

‘in reserve of 62,000,000 ; yet this sum was not

found strong enough as a reserve. In India we
had in circulation in 1874 nine and a quarter mil-
lions in notes, and & reserve in bullion of only three
and a half millions, which was barely 30 per cent.
The latest returns on 5th February showed that,
while the paper currency in circulation amounted
to eleven millions, the reserve in silver was only
four millions. Tt was true the amount was made
up in the reserve in Government Securities, but
these were not convertible. This was an import-
ant matter, and he hoped it would engage the at-
tention of the Committee. He hegged to thank
them again on behalf of himself and his colleagues
for the vote of thanks that had been offered.

I, W. I. WOOD,

Secretdry.
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ended 30th April, 1875,
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Tre Committee have the pleasure -to submit
their Report on the principal questions which have
come under their consideration during the past
half-year.

Tho Budget for 1875-76.

' The ‘budget of imperial revenue for 1875-76

} was published on the 13th March, unaccompanied
however by any Resolution of the Government
of India on the general financial position of the
country.

The statement by the Honorable Sir William
Muir, Financial Member of Council, discloses
some intevesting and important facts, and the con-
clusions are satisfactory on the whole.

The adjusted accounts for 1873-74 exhibit a sur-
plus of a little over 2 millions sterling, but the
A . 1
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charges on account of the famine and for repro-
ductive works converted that surplus into a deficit
of nearly 5}; millions.

Tor the year ended 8lst ultimo the figures
again shew a surplus of nearly 2 millions, but the
continued exceptional and extraordinary expendi-
ture reverse the position and a deficit of about
£4,600,000 is the result.

The cost of the famine in Bengal is estimated -

at about six millions sterling.

For the year 1875-76 the Budget estimates a
deficit of £3,800,000, after allotting £4,300,000
for reproductive works,

To provide for that large disbursement and to
maintain a sufficient reserve, or cash balance, a
loan of 2} millions sterling will be raised in In-
dia ; this, however, }vill not be a very heavy
addition to the funded debt of the country, al-
ready amounting to about 120 millions sterling.
The necessity of increased taxation will thereby
be avoided ; and the declaration that no fresh bur-
dens are to be imposed this year is a gratifying
evidence of the desire of Government not to
press with undue severity on the operations of
commerce or the resources of the people.

'
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Revision of Customs Tariff,

The Committee appointed to revise the Customs
Tariff began their sittings early in January and
their report, with the alterations recommended,
Las been duly submitted to Government, It s
still under consideration and no action has been
yeb taken beyond the mention in the statement of
the Financial Member of Council that the estimate
for the returns from Customs was based on the
report.

Proposed akolition of Customs duties on Cotton Tarn
and manufactures imported into British India.

A communication from the Manchester Cham-
ber relative to the expediency of imported cotton
yarn and goods being totally relieved from the
duties to which they are now subject was acknow-
ledged by the Committee in the following reply :—

From Bengal Chamber of Commeree to Manchester
Chamber of Comineree.

Caleutta, 22nd December, 1874.

I am desived to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 12th of last month, forwarding copics of the reply
given by Her Majesty’s Seeretary of State for India to
the deputaiion of the Directors of the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce relative to the abolition of Customs
dutics on Coiton Yarn and manulictures imported inio
British India. -
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In conveying their thanks for your communication and
its enclosures the Committec of this Chamber direct me
to inform you that they have given carcful consideration
to the subject of your representation in all its bearings.

The points to which you draw their particular attention
possess special interest, and the admissions by the Scere-
tary of State afford good ground for the belief that a
favorable position of the finances of this couﬂtl‘y may
eventually result in the successful termination of the move-
ment initiated by the Manchester Chamber.

In the meanwhile it is desirable to obtain a more equi-
table taxiff of fixed values for duty than that which has
been in foree the last four years, and the accompanying
papers will advise you that a Committee has been appoint-
ed for its revision and the submission of their views as
to the influence of duties on Cotton Goods and Yarn.

Rroposed altorations in Tolegraph Rogulations.

It will be noticed from the concluding portion
of the following correspondence that the Govern-
ment of Tndia have forwarded to Her Majesty’s
Secretary” of State the Committee’s suggestions
regarding future regulations for transmission of
messages by telegraph from India to Europe.

The rules which were revised in 1872 will pro-
bably be amended at the conference to be held
shortly at St. Petersburgh ; and in anticipation

5-

of that meeting, at which the Government of
India will be represented by the Director Gene-
ral with instructions from the Secretary of State,
the Committee have recorded their views on the
subject. They are content to let the existing
system remain undisturbed, but should it be
altered from the use of letters and figures to
the use of figures exclusively they have applied for
the introduction of at least five figures as the equi-
valent of one word : they have also submitted
that the present charges for transmission press
heavily on the commercial public who are the
largest contributors to telegraph traffic, and that
a sensible reduction in the rates would not only
be a reasonable concession, but would lead to
more frequent use of the telegraph and probably
appreciably increase the revenue of that branch
of the public service.

From Chamber of Commerce to the Govt. of India.

Caleutta, 21t January, 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have had
a lengthened correspondence with the Director General of
Telegraphs in India regarding the admissibility of code
messages for transmission under the provisions of the
existing convention concluded at Rome in'1872.

There was a material conflict of opinion between the
Director General and the Chamber of Commerce on the
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subject, and eventually the arrangements under which
messages were received and transmitted were allowed to
remain undisturbed for the present.

In communicating that result, the Director General
wrote as follows :— I have decided to let matters stand as
they ave and to take no further action towards restricting

.the license hitherto tolerated until the St. Petersburgh -

conference meets, Then doubtless measures will be sug-
gested for making the charges on all classes of telegrams
proportionate to the labor they impose and the time they
oceupy the wires,—probably of such an improved and radi-
cal nature as renders it almost a waste of time to make at
this period any suggestions for the preparation of the
codes for the future.”

With reference to the: opinion above expressed it ap-
pears to the Committee of the Chamber that, to enable the
commercial public to prepare their codes of telegraph
messages in consultation with their Home and Foreign
correspondents in time to meet the changes that may be
determined upon at the next conference, sufficient notice
should be given of any amendments of the existing
system.

Probably those amendments have already been under
consideration, and the instructions of Government com-
municated to the Director General for his guidance as
lheixj representative ab the approaching conference at St.
Petersburgh ; and if His Ixeellency the Governor
General in Council will be pleased to permit the Chamber
to be informed on points which may interest the mercan-
tile community the Committe_c will appreciate the oppor-
tunity of carclully examining them, and of submitbing

3
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such suggestions as may appear desirable to be adopted,
and to Which His Excellency may think it proper to call
the attention of the Director General.

From Govt. of Indic to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, Sth February, 1875.

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 21st ultimo requesting that sufficient notice may
be given of amendments of the existing telegraph Rules
to enable the commercial public to prepare their codes
and asking to be furnished with copy of the instructions
given to the Director General of Telegraphs for his
guidance at the approaching conference ab St. Peters-
burgh. .In reply I am directed to state that due notice
will be given of any alteration that may hereafter be
made in the existing regulations, but that as the final
instructions will be given: to the Director General of
Telegraphs by the Secrctary of State in England, and
not by the Government of India, the request of the
Chamber on that point cannot be complied with. But
if the Chamber will place on record the precise points
to which they desire that attention may bLe given, the
Government of India will forward copy of their letter
to Her Majesty’s Secrctary of State.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.
Caloutéa, 6th March, 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 69 of the
8th ultimo, which informs them that Her Majesty’s
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Secretary of State—and not the Government of I}ldia—-
will give final instructions to the Director General of
Telegraphs regarding any alterations that may be made
in the existing regulations respecting the transmission
of messages from India to Europe, but that the Govern-
ment of India will forward for the consideration of the
Secretary of State the precise points which the Chamber
of Commerce may place on record.

’ Availing themselves of the opportunity thus afforded
of expressing their views on the subject, the Committee
desire me to submit the following observations.

Under the rules adopted by the International Con=
vention, concluded at Paris in 1865, and subsequently
revised at Viennain 1868 and at Rome in 1872, certain
classes of messages were sanctioned as admissible for
transmission over the international lines, and Article 9
defines what ave held to be secret messages.

Under that sanction and interpretation the commer-
cial publie, whose business operations necessitate frequent
recourse to the telegraph, have formed codes consisting
of words of preconcerted meaning, comprehensible only
to -themselves and their correspondents ; and by means
of messages composed of combinations of words and
figures they have conducted their telegraphic communi-
cation., v

After many years’ experience the system has been
found to work satisfactorily, and the mercantile commu-
nity are of opinion that it should continue undisturbed.

At the close of a lengthened correspondence with the

R
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Director General of Telegraphs relative to the admis-
sibility of certain code-messages, the composition of which
was, in his judgment, at variance with the Conven-
tion regulations, but which the Cowmmittee of the
Chamber contended was in order, they were informed
that at the next conference, to be held at St. Peters-
burgh sometime this year, measures of an improved and
radical nature would probably be proposed ; and looking
forward to that event the Director General suffered the
matter in dispute to remain in abeyance and the practice
50 long recognised and understood to be continued.

It was .with the view of learning what changes would
probably be introduced, and of affording the commercial
public the opportunity of amending their codes in accord-
ance with those changes, in sufficient time to be adapt~
ed to those alterations, that the Committee of the
Chamber addressed the Government of India: and they
now respectfully submit that Her Majesty’s Seerctary
of State may be moved to communicate for their infor-
mation, at the earliest opportunity, the instructions the
Marquis of Salishury may give to the Dircctor Genetal,
as representing the Government of India.

The precise points which the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commeree desire to place on record are—

1st.—That the existing system for transmitling mes-
sages should continue unaltered.

2nd,—That, in the event of the system being altered
so thab numerals or figures shall be employed exclusively
in substitution of letters and figures—the use of hoth
combined being allowed ab present under provisions of

2
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Article 86—the calculation of mnot less than five figures
as the equivalent of one word should be the basis for the
charge of fransmission.

3rd.—Under the cxisting taviff, messages from India
to Burope, vid Suez and vid Teheran, nob exceeding 20
vords cost 42 rupees ; bub although that rate is slightly
lower than it was prior to the revision of the tariff in
1872, the charge is considered a lreavy one.

The incessant resort to telegraphic communicabion witl:
Turope, America and other distant places is rendered al-
most compulsory Dby the circumstances of commercial
business, and the taviff rate forms a considerable item of
expenditure, and bears heavily on the commercial public.
Tt is admitted that mercantile messages form a very large
percentage of the total traffic, and that the greatest por-
tion of the revenue received by the Telegraph Depart-
ment is contributed from that source.

A sensible reduction in the rate would largely increase
the number of messages; and it is submitted that it is
but reasonable to apply for sueh reduction in behalf of
interests which greatly augment the revenue realised
by the Government of India, as well as by the States
which share in the general results.

Trom Govt. of India to Chamber of Commnerce.

Caleutta, 19th March, 1875,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Ictter dated the Oth instant regarding the existing
foreign telegraph (raffic regulations, and the points which
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the Committee of the Chamber of Commweree desire to
place on record for the consideration of the Director
General of Telegraphs at the approaching telegraph con-
ference to be hield at St. Petershurgh, and in reply to
state that yowr letter under acknowledgment will be
forwarded to Her Majesty’s Seeretary of State for con-
sideration.

Jute Warchouses.

The Jubte Warehouse Act of 1872 has been
amended by Act IT of this year, with the view—
tnter alie—to remove certain stringent provisions
contained in the former, which the owners of jute
warehouses lield to be unnecessarily restrictive
and obstructive to their business, specially ir re-
gard to the compulsory drying and preparing
the material in covered and confined portions of
their premises. That process absolutely requires
the exposure of jute, frequently received in a
damp or partially wet state, to the sun’s in-
fluence and to thorough ventilation in the open
air ; bub it wasa punishable offence under the old
Act, and the prohibition was felt to be an oppres-
sive restriction and injury to the jute trade.

.

The amending Act permits the process to be car-
ried on in enclosures approved of by the Justices,
and the general conditions on which licenses for
ju‘tc warchouses may be granted are reasonable
and sufficiently protective against the risk of fire.
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Detontion of the Ovorland Mail at Suoz.

In their last report the Committee published a
remonstrance addressed to Her Majesty’s Post
Master General against the action of ‘the Penin-
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company
in detaining at Suez fora week the Overland mail
vid Brindisi : and they now place on record the
veply thereto and other correspondence in connec-
tion with the subject forwarded for the Chamber’s
information.

After a caveful review of what the Company
have urged in justification of the detention of the
public mails the Committee are compelled to the
conclusion that the Company’s obligation under
their contract was designedly disregarded, and
that, in their desire to maintain the continuity of
more profitable arrangements, they sacrificed in-
terests involved in the prompt and punctual
transmission of the express mail service.

The Committee are now in possession of all the
contracts between the Company and Her Majes-
ty’s Government, and as far as their reading and
rendering of the several provisions and stipula-
tions enable them to form an estimate of the
Company’s obligations, the failure to convey the
mails o their destination with all despateh and

A
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within the allotted time was a clear and deliberate
Dreach and nonfulfillment of their contract.

From Jolm Tilley, sq., General Post Office,
London, to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

London, 1st January, 1875

I am directed by the Postmaster General to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th November
last, in which, by desire of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce, you call attention to the detention at Sucz for a

_ week.of the London Mails for India of the 16th October, .

forwarded by the contract packet {from Brindisi to Alexan-
dria.

Previous to the receipt of your letber, the Post Master
General had been in communication with the Dircctors of
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company
on this subject, for, although by the terms of their con-
tract, they are not required to send on the Brindisi por-
tion of the mails without waiting for the packet from
Southampton, in the event of the latter failing to arrive
at ‘Suez in duc course, Iis Lordship entertained full
reliance upon the readiness of the Company to promote
the efficiency of the Mail Service, and to obviate to the
utmost of their power the inconvenience and loss which
must be occasioned by any delay of the most lmpolhnﬁ
part of the correspondence.

The object, therefore, of addressing the Company was
t0®¥ome to such an arrangement as would prevent a delay
of the Brindisi portion of the mails in future cases, like
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that which oceurred in October last, by ihe breakdown of

the Southampton steamer.

Much to the regret of the Post Master General, he has
failed to obtain any satisfactory assurances from the Com-
pany in this respect.

His Lovdship dircets me {o transmit to you, for the in-
formation of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, a copy
of the correspondence which has taken place on this sub-
Jeet between this Department and the Peninsular and
Oriental Company, in which it will be scen that duc weight
was given to protests made by the Chamber of Com-
meree, and the Indian public generally, against the serious
delay to which the mails were subjected on the occasion
referred fo.

To A. M. Bethune, Esq., Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company.

General Post Qffice, 2nd November, 1874,

It appears by a telegram from Sucz {hat the mail
packets Ceylon and Surat, which, in the ordinary course
should have lefs Sucz for Bombay and China 1'051)0(:1
tively on Friday, the 23rd ultimo, were not despatehed
until Thursday last, the 29¢h uliimo, six days after time.

'%'his late departure was oceasioned by the accident,
which the Surat met with after leaving Gibraltar, and, g5
regards the China Mails, {he delay appears to ]’mve 1;cén
unavoidable, s the Surat was the vossel appointed o con-
vey them to their destination. Buy as another vessel ;'\?:n

readv at Suez at fhe appointed time to {ake forward the
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mails for India, it was possible to have prevenied the de-
lay which the Brindisi portion of those mails suffered by
waiting for the arrival of the Swrat.

In the absence of any regulation on the subject, no
blame is attributable to any onc on this occasion, but it
scems necessary to lay down some rule to meet a similar
case hereafter; and I shall he glad if the Directors of the

Peninsular and Oriéntal Steam Navigation Company will

state, for the consideration of the Postmaster General,
what course they have to propose.
Tam, &e.,, W.J. Pacs.

To A. M. Bethune, Lsq., Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company.

General Post Office, 9th November, 1874,

With reference to my letier of the 2nd instant, 1 am

- directed by the Post Master General fo transmit to you,

to be laid hefore the Divectors of the Peninsular and Orien-
tal Steam Navigation Company, the enclosed copy of a tele-
gram, which His Lordship has received from the Director
General of the Post Office of India, in which it is stated
that strong complaint is made by the public of India of the
cowrse talsen in defaining the Brindisi portion of the mails
at Suez last month to await the arvival of the Swrat, which
had broken down on the voyage between Gibraltar and
Malta.

Tam, &e., War. Jas. Pact.

Copy of & Lelegram from the Divector General of the
Posk Oftice of India to the Post Master General ; dated
6th November 1874.
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Indian public indignant at detention i1l 20th of steamer
timed to leave Suez for Bombay on 23rd October ; impor-
tant; Brindisi Mail kept wailing for comparatively wmimpor-
tant Southampton Mail ; pray investigate.

To A, M. Bethune, Esq., Peninsular and Oriental
: Steam Navigation Company.

General Post Office, London, 9th November, 1874.

With further reference to my letier of {he 2nd
instant, T am direeted by the Post Master General to trans-
mit {0 you, to be Iaid before the Directors of the Penin-
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, the enclos-
ed copy of a report which has been reccived from the
Agent of this Depaviment at Sucz, in whicl, with respect
fo the accident to the packet Surat, and the consequent,
Inte amival of her mails at Suez, he expresses an opinion
that the Surat should have landed the mails for India at
Alexandria on that oceasion; as if this had been done, the
Ceylon might have started from Sucz for Bombay three
days carlier than she actually sailed.

I am, &e., Wit Jas. Page.

The Sceretary, General Post Office, London.
Packet Agency, Suez, 29th October, 1874.

TFrom the circumstance of the great dolay that has
{aken place in the departwre of the Ceylon for Bombay
and the Surai for Caleutla, to-day (the 29th), insicad of 0.1:
the 28rd instant, it would appear that if the Surar, Doefore
proceeding to Port Said, had landed the mails nnd’pn.\'nn:
gers at Alexandria, the Ceylon for Bomb:\y might have

i
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lefi, this last Monday, the 26th instant ; the passage of the
Canal in winter is uncertain with regard fo the time occu-
pied, owing to the large number of vessels availing of it,
and the season also is not so favourable, being more windy
and foggy with shorter days ; so that, in the event of there
being an available steamer at Suez (which there should be),
it may probably be found advantageous when the South-
ampton steamer docs not leave Malta before midnight of
Sunday, that she should come on to Alexandria bofore pro-
ceeding on to Port Said.

I have, &e., ENRY LEVICK.

From the Secretary, Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company, to the Secretary of
the General Post Office.

London, 12th Nov., 1874.

Thave the honor o acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of 2nd instant (No. 146,214), calling attention
to the delay which the Brindisi Mails for India suffer-
cd through the detention of the Ceylon at Sucz until
the arrival of the heavy mails on board the Swrat, which
had broken down in the Mediterrancan, and roquesting
the Directors to suggest some rule for adoption in any
similar case hereafter, to prevent the delay complained of.

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
9th instant (594Z.), enclosing a telegram from the Di-
rector-General of the Indian Post Office on the same
subject.

In veply, Tam instructed. in the first place, to express
the extreme regret of the Directors at the delay which has

Bl
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arisen in this intance, owing to the accident to the screw
of the Surat, and to assure you that they have given their
best atiention to the subject, with the view of laying down
some rule to be followed in similarcases.  They have, how-
cver, come to the conclusion that, in a servico so compli-
cated as that carried on by this Company, it would be
impossible to make any regulation which would always
operate to the advantage of the Mail Service, and they
arc strengthened in this view Dby their experience of the
working of the arrangement for the despatch of the home-
ward mail steamers from Alexandria, after a cerbain inter-
val With one mail only, when the other is late, which, in
a recent case, resulted in the loss of the opportunity for
reply to the important Australian and China Mails.

Tam desired, therefore, respectfully to suggest that
cach case should beleft tobe dealt with here when it
avises, as with the telegraph available, no delay need be
caused by the adoption of this course, and I am to assure
you that the first objeet the Directors have in view is the
punctual and efficient performance of the important Mail
Services enfrusted to the Company, as evidence of which
they might refer to previous instances of mishaps, when, to
prevent inconvenience to the Mail Servico, they have in-
curred expense and risk far beyond what they wore hownd
to do under the provisions of the contract.

Trrom  the Secretary, Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company, to the Secretary of
the General Post Office.

. London, 12th Nov, 187,

I have the honor to acknowledge  {he receipt
of your letter of 9th instant (No. 146,214), trans-
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milling copy of a report received from Mr. ILevick
Her Britannic  Majesty’s: Packet Agent at  Suez,
expressing an opinion with reference fo the recent accident
to the Swraz, that the vessel should have called at Alexan-
dria for {he purpose of Ianding the Indian Mails heforc
proceeding to Port Said.

In reply, I am instructed to state that, inasmuch as onc
of the conditions of the xecent arrangements for the adop-
tion of the Sucz Canal as the mail roule was, that the
whole of the heavy should be forwarded by thai route,
the Dircctors canmot consider that the Commander of the
Surat would have been justified in proceeding to Alexandria
to land the mails, in order that thoy might be forwarded
by rail, and T am further to point out that the calling at
Alexandria, the vessel being bound direct from Malta (o
Port Said, would have been a deviation from the prescrib-
cd course of the voyage which, if attended or followed by
any aceident. to the ship, might have involved serious ques-
tions as Lo the liability for the loss arising. from such ac-
cident.

From the .Secretary, General Post Office London,
to A M. Bothune, Iisq., Peninsulor and Orien-
tal Steam Navigation Company.

17th November, 1874.

Thave laid hefore the Post Master General your letler
of the 12th instant, on the subject of the delention at
Suez ol the mails for India (Brindisi portion), in consc-
quence of the accident which happened to the mail packet
Surat heloxe . reaching Malta, and His Loxdship has de-
gived me to state, in reference fo (hat communicalion,
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{hat he is swrprised and disappointed to find that the Di-
ectors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company offer no excuse for not having despatched those
mails without waiting for the Surat, when it became evi-
dent that that vessel could not arrive at Suez until so
long after the time at which she was due.

It appears to the Post Master General that the fact that
such a case was not provided for in the contract, made it
the more necessary that the Company should exercise a wise
discretion in obviating, so far as lay in “their power, the
serious injury which a detention for six days of the only
important part of the mail must occasion to the people of
India. His Lordship must, therefore, ask the Dircctors
to furnish him with their observations on this point.

With regard to the steps to be taken, with a view of
preventing a similar delay hereafter, the Postmaster Ge-
neral is of opinion that it “would be better to lay down
some general rule to be followed in such cases, and he
must ask the Directors to be good cnough to re-consider
this point.

The establishment of such a rule need not prevent the
Directors from addressing this office, and suggesting a
deviation from it whenever circumstances may avise, ren-
dering a special consideration of the course to be adopted
necessary.

General Post Office, 2nd December, 1874.

To A. M. Betlune, Esq., Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company.

With reference to my letter of the 9¢h wltimo,
d

trans-
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mitting copy of a telegram from the Officiating Di-
rector General of the Post Office of India, relative to the
recent delay to the mails for India owing to the break-
down of the Surat, I am directed by the Posimaster Ge-
neral to transmit to you, to be laid before the Directors
of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com-
pany, ¢opy of a letter from the Indian Post Office, on the
same subject.

I am to request that the Directors will be good cnough
to furnish Lord John Mauners with their observations on
Mr. Hogg’s letter.

1 have at the same time to refer to my letter of the 17th
ultimo, to which I have not yet been favoured with a
reply.

I am, &e., Wit Jas. Pace.

From F. R. Hogy, Esq., Officiating Director Gen-
eral of the Post Office of India to the Secretary,
General Post Ofice, London.

Calcutta, the 17th November, 1874.

Ihave this day addressed you a telegram in the follow-
ing terms :—

“Indian public indignant at detention till 29th of
steamer timed to leave Suez for Bombay on 23rd October.
Important Brindisi Mail kept waiting for comparatively
unimportant Southampton Mail. Pray investigaic.”

2. No advice as to the cause of this delay has heen
communicated either to me or to the local authoritics of
the P. and O. Company : butif the public telegrams arc
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to be relied on, it would seem as if the detention of the
" Brindisi Mail in Egypt for ncarly six days were due to
the breakdown in the Mediterrancan of the contract pac-
ket the Surat, with the mails from Southampton on board.

3. In aservice like that of the P. and O. Company,
organised by the Post Office Department, and subsidised
primaxily for the conveyance of correspondence, the sub-
ordination of other considerations to those of postal inter-
ests may fairly be expected. In the present instance, the
convenience of the Post Office Department would obvious-
Iy have been better served by the despatch from Suez of
the Bombay steamer on the day she was timed to start
(viz., 23rd October), leaving the mails from Southampton,
which, apparently, were about six days late, to be for-
warded by the steamer of the ensuing.week.

4. There is thus reason to apprehend that, in the pre-
sent case, the interest of the Mail Service have been sa-
crificed to the comfort of the passengers concerned.

5. Ttrust that you will be good enough to intimate to
me the result of your inquiries in this matter for commu~
nication to the public in this country. -

General Post Office, 8th December,-1874.
To A. M. Bethune, Esq., P.and. O. Company.

Adverting to my letiors of the 9th ultimo mui 2nd
instant, respeeling the delay of the mails for India,
consequent on the hreakdown of the contract packet Surat,
onher voyage between Southampton and A]cx:mdri:\, in
October last, T am dirccied by the Post Master General to
transmit Lo you, to be laid before the Dircctors of (he Pen-
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insular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, copy of a
letter from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, protesting
against the course adopted on this occasion of delaying
the Brindisi portion of the mails for the arvival of the
overdue steamer with the heavy portion of the mails, and
T am to request that you will furnish me with the obser-
vations of the Directors on the statements contained in
this letter. : ’
I am, &e., Wi Jas. Pace.

Irom Bengal Chamber of Commerce to the Secre-
tary to Her Majesty’s Post Master General,
London.

Calcutta, 10th November, 1874.

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
desive me to express their thanks to Her Majesty’s
Post Master General for the veply to their representation
regarding the revised contract with the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, which you have been
good enough to communicate in your letter No. 4687 of

_ the 8th September.

“The Committec’s object in addressing you on this occa-
sion has reference to the detention at Suez for a week of
the London Mails of 16th ultimo, forwarded per contract
packet from Brindisi to Alexandria.

The reason . assigned for this most unusual detention of
the Txpress Mails is that the Surat, with despatches and
passengers vi¢ Southampton, had broken down on her
voyage, and that it -was therefore expedient to forward
them, without further delay, by the first opportunity, on
er arrival at Alexandria or Suez, vié the Canal,
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That opportunity was apparently presented by the Cey-
lon, which was waiting at Suez to convey the Brindisi
Mail to Bombay, but the Committee submit that this was
a proceeding on the part of the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company not justified by the terms or
spirit of their contract, and that, the detention of the Brin-
disi Mail on such grounds is indefensible.

The Company are bound by their contract to convey
and deliver the mails witk all despateh, but in this instance
they would appear, by an arbitrary exercise of authority,
to have ignored its provisions, and by a greater regard fo%'
their own arrangements, than for the requirements of a
special contract service, exposed the public of India to in-
convenience which has resulted by their departure from the
strict performance of contract obligations.

On the lesser ground, also, of the personal disadvantages
to passengers by the detained steamer, the Committee
would invite the earnest attention of Her Majesty’s Post~
master General to the circumstances under which they
have been subjected to a vexatious delay in Bgypt ; and
they desire to submit their emphatic protest against the
action of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company, in respect of disregard of both public and pri-
vate intorests.

From the Secretary, Peninsular and Orientql
Steam Navigation Company, to the Scca‘ctm‘y of
the General Post Office.

London, 11(h December, 1374,

I have the honor, by order of the Directors,

to ac-
knowledge receipt of your letier of {he 17th N

ovember,
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stating that the Post Master General had expressed surprise
and disappointment that the Directors of this Company
had offered no excuse for not having despatched the Brin-
disi Mails for India from Suez without waiting for the Surat
when it became covident that fhat vessel could ot arrive
at Suez until so long after the time at which she was due,
that it appeared to the Port Master General that the fact
that such a case was not. provided for in the contract made
it more necessary that the Company should exercise a wise
diseretion in obviating as far as lay in their power, the so-
rious-injury which a detention of six days of the only im-
portant part of the mails must occasion the people of In-
dia 5 also with regard to the steps to be taken with the view
of preventing a similar delay hereafter, the Post Master
General is of opinion that it would be bettor to lay down
someegoneral rule to be followed in such eases, but that the
establishmont of such a rule need not prevent the Direc-
tors from addressing your Office, and suggesiing a devia-
tion from it whenever circumstances may arise render-
ing a special consideration of the course fo be adopied
necessary.

I am further insiryeted to acknowledge the receipt of
your lettors of the 2nd and 8th instant, the former enclos-
ing a letter from the Post Master General of Bombay, and
the latter a communication from the Bengal Chamber of*
Commerce on the same subject.

It appoars to the Directors that very considerable mis-
appreliension exists regarding the facts connected with the
Sural’s accident and the attendant circumstances which
caused the detention of the Brindisi mails at Sucz.

The Directors would therefore respeetfully refer to the

4
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following extract from a communication which they ad-
dressed to the Zimes upon this point :

“The intelligenco which the Directors had received re-
garding the movements of the Surat left them in no doubt
that she would be repaired, so as to start from Malta on
the 21st October, and that the Ceylon, which was to convey
her mails and passengers from Suez to Bombay, would
be enabled to leave Suez on the 26th (which would have
been only three days behind time) while the latter steamer,
by an extra consumption of fuel, might bave been able to
make up half this time, thus reducing the delay en route o
a very small point, notwithstanding the accident referred
to.

When an accident such as this occurs to a mail stec:uner,
it is undoubtedly the business of the Directors, not only to
consider that particular steamer, but all the other services
which may be depending upon her, and to do the best in
their power under all the circumstances.

If therefore the Swrat had broken down fatally, the Di-
rectors would at once have despatched the Ceylon to Bom-
bay, and ‘would have made arrangements as soon as possible
to place another steamer, instead of the Swratat Calcutta.

Or if the Dircctors could have forescen the subsequent
delay which occurred to the Surat, they would have re-
quested the Post Master General’s permission to despateh
the Ceylon ab once.  But as the case stood, it appeared to
the Dircctors that if they despatched the Ceylon without
waiting for the Swrat, they would then have to despatch
another steamer to Bombay in about three days after the
Ceylon with the Southampton mails and passengers, and
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this arrangement, however desirable in  some respects,
would have had the effect of causing considerable distur-
Dbance in the Company’s general programme. Such is the
actual position of the Surat, and the terms of the contract
did not seem to warrant.

This explanation the Directors trust will absolve them
from the imputation conveyed by your letter of 17th No-
vember, of nothaving exercised due discretion in this case,
more particularly as that remark is certainly at vari-
ance with the judgment given upon the same point in your
letter of the 2nd ultimo, wherein it is stated that, “in the
absence of any regulation on the subject, no blame is at-
tributable to any one on this occasion.”

As regards cstablishing some absolute rule to render
the despateh of the Brindisi mails from Suez independent
of the outward Southampton steamers in case of accident
or delay, the Directors are most anxious to meet the views
of the Post Master Gieneral to any practicable extent, but
they see some difficulty, as the Southampton steamers are
those which go to India, and not the steamers from Brin-
disi.

The Directors will therefore be glad if the Post Master
General will take into consideration the general scheme
of the Company’s work under the schedules provided by
the contract, and inform the Directors what steps he would
consider practicable and satisfactory to provide against
accident or delay to the outward Southampton steamers
this side of the Isthmus of Stez.
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From the Secretary, General Post Office, o A. 11.
Bethune, Bsq., Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company. :

16¢h December, 1874.

Thave laid before the Post Master General your letter
of the ‘11th instant, in which you state that the Di-
rectors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company sce difficulty in establishing an absolute rule to
render the despatch from Suez of the Brindisi portion of
the Bastern mails independent of the steamer from
Southampton in the case of the non-arrival of {hat
steamer in due conrse through some accident, and that
they will be glad if the Post Master General will inform
them what steps he would consider practicable and satis-
factory to-guard against delay,

In reply, T am directed to request that you will state
to the Directors that the Post Master Gieneral must decline
to 1'.eegmmend any particular course for adoption, as he
considers that the obligation rests with the Company 1o
Provide a remedy in such cases. ’

T am at the same time to observo that the Post Master
General notices with regret the slight importance the Dj-
rectors appear to attach to the long delay which occurred
through the break-down of the Packet Surat, and they
apparent disinclination to guard effectually against its
recurrénce. o

~His Lordship cannot, Tut apprehend that, unlegs the
Directors give some more salisfactory assurance for the
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future prompt transmission of the mails, public opinion
will not be with them when any question connceted with®
their contract may next be discussed.

From the Seeretury, General Post Ofice, to A. M.
Bethune, Esq., Peninsulur and Oriental Stoam
Navigation Company.

London, 22nd December, 1874,

Referring to my letter of the 16th instant, and pre-
vious correspondence respecting the delay which oc-
curred ‘in despatchiug the contract packet Ceylon from
Suez with the mails for Bombay in October last, Tam
diveeted by the Post Master General to transmit to you to
be laid before the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company the enclosed copy of a letter
on the same subject, which has heen received by this de-
partment from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, and
T am to request that you will be good enough to furnish
His Lordship with their observations thereon.

I am, &e., Wi Jas. Pagn.

From Bombay Chamber of Comimerce o Secretary to
Ler Majesty’s Post Master General, London.

Bombay 30th November, 1874, ‘

I have the houor, by direction of the Committec of
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, to address you on
the subject of the detention at Sues for six days of the
Peninsular and Oriental Company’s contract steamer the
Ceylon wiih the English mails of the 16th October.
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These muils left Brindisi on the 19th ; they reached
Suez, and were on board the Ceylon early in the morning
of the 23rd idem, the day on which the steamer was ad-
vertised to leave the latter port. But after the mails were
on board, and the vessel ready to put to sea, she.was de-
tained at Suez for six days, until the arrival of the Penin-
sular and Oriental Company’s 8. S. Swrat, which was
bringing the  Southamp mails and
which had broken down off Malta.

gers, and

While the Swrat was passing through the Canal, more
delay occurred, and her mails were sent on board the Ceylon
by means of a tug on Wednesday evening, the 28ih,
before G o’clock ; but the passengers did not arrive wntil
5 o'clock A of the 20th, after which the Ceylon left
Suez for Bombay. The contract stipulates that the vessel
shall immediately after the mails are embarked put to sea.
In this case the Ceylon was delayed twelve hours after the
Southampton mails were on board, until the arrival of
the passengers by the Surat, so thai the Company were
permttted to subordinate the astern mail service to the
convenience of their passenger traffic.

The Peninsular and ,Oriental Company apparently con-
sider that they are not bound to maintaln a separate week-
ly mail service between Brindisi and India, but only be-
tween Brindisi and Alexandria, that the distance from
Suez to Bombay forms part of the Southampton service,
whichis still the main line, and that the Brindisi service,
which, however, is of infinitely greater importance to th;
public, is subordinate to and dependent, upon it,

The Committee of the Chamber \\nderstand, they con-

T —
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sider, that the agreement exempts the Company from the
payments of penalties for detentions of the Brindisi mails
in Egypt until the Southampton mails arvive, if the latter
are delayed from damage to the vessel or its machinery,
so that similar detentions to the one now complained of
may be calculated upon when the Southampton steamer
happens to break down, and when it does not suit the
Company to send on a separate steamer from Suez with
the Brindisi passengers only.

The Commitiee of this Chamber wait with much inter-
est to learn if this interpretation of the terms of the con-
tract is that also entertained by Her Majesty’s Post Master
General ; and should it prove to be so, they can only ex-
press their regret that an agreement so entirely over-
looking the interests of this Empire was ever entered into.
Should, however, the Post Master General consider that
the terms of the contract give him the power to enforce
the penalties which are said in his Memo. of 1st Augnst
1874, appended to the agrcement to be “made absolute,”
the Committec of the Chamber trust that he will not fail
to do so, asa warning to the Peninsular and Oriental Com-
pany not again to subject the entire Eastern mail service
with which they are entrusted to the convenience of their
other arrangements.

From the Secretary, Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company, to the Secretary of the Gen-
“eral Post Offiice.

London, 23rd December, 1874.

Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 16th instant (No. 655Z), in which the
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Post Master General declines to recommend any par-
tieular course to guard against delay of the Brindisi mails,
in the case of accident to the Southampton steamer, as he
considers that the obligation rests with the Company to
provide a remedy in such cases. .

You further observe that the Post Master General notices
with regret tho slight importance the Directors seem to
attach to the long delay which occmred through the
break-down of the packet Swrat and their apparent disin-
clination to guard effectually against ils vecurrence, and
that His Lordship cannot but apprehend that unless the
Directors give some more safisfactory assurance for the
future prompt transmission of the mails, public opinion
will not be with them when any question connected with
the contract may next be discussed.

In reply, T am desired by the Directors fo express their
extreme regret that in a matter of such importance to the
public, as well as to this Company, the Post Master Gene-
ral should atiribute to them any indifference, and they beg
respectfully to disavow any feeling of this kind, heing
assured that noither the present correspondence nor the

general conduct of the mail service will support such a_con-~
struction.

As the Directors understand the case, the Post Master
General expeets that an absolute rule should be establish-
ed for the despatch of the Brindisi mails from Suez, inde-
pendent of the arrival of the Southampton sleamer in case
of accident to the latter,—an arrangement not included in
the working of the contract.

The Dircetors havo stated and reitoraied their willing-
g

ness fo act to the best of their power and judgment in the
event of such accident ocerring, and they have already
given earnest of their zeal in this respect by despatching
the Sumatra 1o carry on from Suez without the slightest
delay the Brindisi mails which should have been conveyed
by the Lombardy, that steamer as you are aware having
had her decks swept in a gale at the entrance of the Bay
of . Biscay, and having been compelled to return to South-
ampton for repairs.

But the Post Master Greneral still desires some absolute
rule to be fixed in such cases, and the Directors pereeiving
some difficulty in rendering such a rule consistent at
all times and in all cases with the gex’leral working of the

. service, have, with the view of complying with the Post
Master General’s wishes, as faras possible, haturally re-
quested to be informed what His Lordship would consider
a practical and satisfactory rule in this respect.

In placing the matter in this light, the Directors do not
entertain a narrow or literal view of their obligations in
conneetion with the mail service ; but in arranging such
points, the Directors have also great commereial interests
to consider which, though not cmbodied in the contract,
certainly form the basis upon which it resis.

‘While therefore the Directors are quite prepared o
make such arrangements for the advantage of the public
service as may be practicable, and desive most anxiously
“to mect the views of the Post Master General, they must
venture to express a hope that if the Company is called
apon to perform additional services in order to meet these
requivements, they may look for some reciprocal consi-

_derations from the Post Master General.
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From the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga-
tion Company to the Secretary of the General
Post Office.

: " 928th December, 1874.

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Tetter of the 22nd instant (No. 176-221), enclosing copy
of aletter on the subject of the delay in despatching
the contract packet Ceylon from Suez with the mails for
Bombay in October last, which has been received by your
department from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, and
requesting that the Directors will furnish the Post Master
General with their observations thereon.

Inveply, I am desived by the Directors respectfully to”

refer to their letter of the 28rd instant on this subject,
which renders any further observations from them at pre-
sent wnnecessary.
From Secretary General Post Office to Secr elary
P.and 0, 8. N. Company.

28th December, 1874.

The Post Master General has divected me to acknow-

ledge the receipt of your letter of the 28rd instant, -

and to inform you that, regarding it as the final answer of
the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navi
gation Company to his reiterated request that they would
take steps for preventing hereafter any delay of the mails
for India, such as occuuetl in October last, owing to the
accident which happened to the Surat on hey voy

age from
Southampton to Port Said.

~

His Lordship proposes to send to the Director. General
of the Post Office of India and to the Bengal and Bombay
Chambers of Commerce copies of the correspondence whicli
has taken place on this subject hetween this department
and the Company.

From Bengal Chamber of Commerce to Secretary
to H. M. Post Master General, London.

Caleutia, 12th Feby., 1873,

The Committee -of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
desire me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 676% of the 1st January, and to express their obligations
to Her Majesty’s Post Master General for the action taken
in the matter of their representation of 10th N b
last and for His Lordship’s communication in reply.

The entire correspond has heen published for
general information.

‘While the Committee receive with regret the announce-
ment that the Post Master General had failed to obtain
from the P. and O. Company satisfactory assurances for
the adoption of prompt and cfficient measures to prevent,
for the future, any detention of the Brindisi portion of the
mails for India, they feel satisfied that the gravity of the
civcumstances submitted by them in hehalf of the in-
terests of the commercial and general community of this
Presidency has had “His Lordship’s careful regard, and
that it will not be forgotten, nor without its due influence,
when the Company’s contract service comes again under
revision /by Her Majesty’s Government.
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Abugos in the Suburban Canal Department:

sult of the action faken by the Committee re-

nates of the suburban canal department. Tt was
represented that laden boats were frequently
detained for several days in the canal, and allow-
ed to pass through only on paynient of unau-
thorised fees to the native official in charge of the
Chitpore lock; and an instance of compulsory

the illegal demand was submitted: as an illustra-
tion of a system under which public traffic was
obstructed by corrupt officials.

The matter was promptly investigated by Go-
vernment ; and the following letters communicate
the result of the inquiry, which, the Committee
hope, will tend in a great measure to check, if it
will not altogether extinguish, the nefarious prac-
tice complained of. .

Lrom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.

Caleutta, 20(h November, 1874,

The Committec of the Chamber of Commerce have
received a rvepresentation which discloses so great an
abuse in the Suburban Canal Department, that they arc
compelled to bring it to the notice of Government,

The following correspondence discloses the re-

garding the illegal exactions levied by subordi-

detention and subsequent release on payment of

87

The Committee’s informants state that they have
heen getting down some jute from Serajgunge by native
boats, and on their arrival at Chitpore in the canal, it was
found that they remained there for 4 or 5 days, the boat-
men declaring they could not get through without pay-
ing a gratuity of 4 Rupees to the darogah in charge
of the -lock. A TEuropean assistant was sent to enquire
into the matter, and the Baboo flippantly said that
5 days was no time to speak of for a' boat to wait, as there
were many that had been in the canal a fortnight.
Seeing low matters stood a marked note was sent, out
of which a levy of 2 1s. 2 as. for cach boat was taken,
and the boats were passed through at once.

The matter was reported to the Superintendent,
Mr. Galiffe, who declined to do anything, leaving it to
the parties interested to prosccute the darogah if they
pleased. They have done so, and the case is in the hands
of the Deputy Commissioner of Police, by whom the
darogah has been arrested.

TUpon the facts thus placed before the Chamber, the
Committee can form no other conclusion than that an
audacious system of extortion, unchecked by supervision
or by efforts to facilitate the transit of boats and
merchandise anxiously waited for by consignees, is cavried
on, and the passage of traffic through the canals made de-
pendent on a compulsory payment of illegal exactions.

If applied to the number of hoats daily passing
through the canal, the abuse, thus illustrated, involves a
loss to trade of considerable magnitude, and bribery and
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corruption would appear to be the substitutes for diligent
and honest discharge of public duties.

The Committee are confident that Iis Honor the
Licutenant-Governor will not fail to protect the trade of
the port against this nefarious practice, and cause its im-
mediate extinction by a severity of condemnation. pro-
portionate to its gravity and the interests affected by it.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 28rd November, 1874.
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter dated 20th November 1874, and in reply to state
for the present information of the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce that the Commissioner of the
Presidency Division has been requested to make an carly
and thorough enquiry into the abuses.complained of, and
that on receipt of the Commissioner’s report, His Honor
will again address the Chamber on the subject.

2. Tam to add that the Lieutenant-Governor is much
obliged to the Chamber for having brought the circum-

stance of these complaints to his notice.

Trom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 12th Februam, , 1875

In continuation of my letter No. 2348, dated 23rq
November 1874, T am dirccted to forward for the infor.
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mation of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce,
the accompanying copy of

* No. 43B, dated 26th January, 4 letter from the Board
1875.

of Revenue, and of its en- -
closures, showing the result of the enquiry instituted into
the alleged abuses in the Suburban Canal Department
brought to notice in your letter dated 20th November

‘last. ’

2. The failare of justice that has apparently attended
the prosecution in this case is much to be regretted, and
the Lieutenant-Governor cannot absolve Mr. Galiffe
entirely from blame for the inaction and want of judg-
ment he displayed. But Mr. Galiffe is a tried and valuable
servant of Government who for many years has conducted
his duties as Collector and Supervisor of the canals in a
very efficient manner, and he will shortly retire from the
service upon a pension which he has well carned.

8. The carcful attention of the Commissioner will be
drawn to the need of strict supervision of the canal admi-
nistration under Mr. Galiffe’s successor, and His Honor
trusts that with the co-operation of the public—without.
which, as Lord Ulick Browne has pointed out in the
concluding paragraph of his letter, it is impossible to
completely check malpractices—the exaction of “speed-
money may to a very great extent be-checked and abo-
lished.

"4. T am to add that the Lieutenant-Governor has
issued orders directing that Chunder Nauth Mitter, the
Toll Darogah at Chitpore, should be removed from his
appointment.
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Board of Revenue, L. P., to Govt, of Bengal.

Culcutla, the 26th January, 1875,

1 am directed io acknowledge the receipt of Govern-
ment Order No. 2349, dated 28rd November last, re-
specting certain alleged abuses in the Suburban Canal
Department, brought to notice by the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, and in reply to submit, for the informa-
tion of Government, the accompanying copy of a report#

# No. 22RC., dated 30tk December,  With enclosures, from the
1874, Commissioner of the Pre-
sidency Division on the subject.

2. The delay in answering the Goverument Order
above cited is owing to the desire of the Member in

charge to hear what Mr. Galiffe had to say in the matter.

Mr. Galiffe does not write good English, and the Mem-

ber in charge donbted whether, in his letter to the Com- |

missioner, he meant quite what the Commissioner under-
stood.

3. M Money has seen Mr. Galiffe and inspected the
correspondence between him and: Messrs.  Anderson,
Wright & Co., and the canal books. He has also seen

the Police Inspector.. The following are the facts :-— -

On 29th October last, Mr. Galiffe veccived a letter from
Messrs, Anderson, Wright & Co,, complaining of the de-
tention of two of their boats ; but no details were giveil
in that letter. Mr. Galiffe assuies the Member in charge
that he answered Messrs. Anderson, Wright & Co.,

by post, asking for details, but that they never
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received the letter. My, Galiffe made enquiries, but in
the absence of information as to the names of the man-
Jjees and the number of the tickets, discovered nothing.
On the 4th November last, an Assistant of Messrs.
Anderson, Wright & Co., called and stated that a
bribe demanded had been paid by a marked note; to
whom he did not know, Mr. Galiffe wrote asking for
the number of the note in question, and recommending
also that the number should be given to the police, in
order that they might communicate with the different
poddars.

4. Onthe 6th November 1874, Mr. Galific heard
from Messrs. Anderson, Wright & Co., that the note
had been made over to onc Brindabun Bulloram Mo-
zoomdar, who had given it to the Chitpore Darogah
(Canal Department) before certain witnesses, who were
manjees and churrandars of the detained hoats. Messrs.
Anderson, Wright & Co., also requested that the Go-

" vernment would prosecute. Mv, Galifle thercupon wrote

ihe following letter :—

 Frivay, 64 November, 1874.
¢ Muzssks, Axprrson, Wrienr & Co.,
5

“ GenrnemeN,—Yours of the 5th was made over to me
this morning and in reply beg you will at once send me
the young man who called here the other day with Zwo
eight-anna stamped papers: on one you write— The
bearer of this, Mr. , is one of our Assis-
tants, and authorized by us to apply for summons against
one Brindahun Bulloram Mozoomdar and Chunder Nauth

6
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Mitter, Darogali of Chitpore, -toll station, the former
under sections 162 and 163 of Penal Code, and the lat-
ter under section 161 of Penal Code, and sign it in full”
The other papers I will show the young man how to fill
up. These cases under the Code of Criminal Procedure
are all summons cases, and therefore the Magistrate will
have to issue summons, to be served on the parties by
the local police. As soon as done, T will apply to Govern-
ment for one of the Government pleaders to prosccute,
but you will have to make over the case to one of the
court pleaders: such is the custom in the 24-Pergunnabs.
If it was a police case, where the parties could have been
arrested and brought at once before a Magistrate, much
trouble would have been saved, and Government would
ab once prosecute.

« Better send also one of the men who saw the note
paid to the first defendant and also received by the last, as
the Magistrate will require to take one or fwo depositions
before issning surnmons.”

Mr. Galiffe also called upon Messrs. Anderson, Wright
& Co. for the purposc of rendering them any help he
could, and then learnt from them that they had lodged
a complaintwith the police on the previous day.

5. On the cvening of the same date (6th November
4) Mvr. Galiffe heard from Messrs. Anderson, Wright
& Co. that they declined to prosecute. On the 7th the
Canal Tnspector at Chitpore made an entry in his book
that he had heard “that the Inspector of Chitpore
thana was ordered by the Deputy Commissioney of Py

olice

H
I
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to muke some enguiries regarding a complaint made by
some gentleman of extortion on the canals at Chitpore,”

and he asked if he was to assist the police. On the 8¢h .

this book came before Mr. Galiffe, who ordered cvery
information the police asked for to be given. On the 9th
when M. Galiffe heard of the arrest of his darogah by
the police, he suspended him.

6. The facts therefore are, that up to 4th November
1874, the only complaint was of detention, and as no
details were given, Mr. Galiffie was unable to ascertain
the truth. e went himself to the canal, and saw that
all boats present were passed through the canal which
could be passed through. On the 4th November 1874, he
was told of the bribe, and on the 4th and 5th idem, he
asked for details. These he obtained on the 6th Novem-
ber 1874.

7. .The question then is whether, at this stage he
should have taken up' the prosecution himself, or whether
e acted rightly in contenting himself with giving every
assistance to Messrs, Anderson, Wright & Co. to enable
them to prosecute? The Member in charge thinks that
Mr. Galiffe acted rightly. It must be Dborne in mind
that he could not have prosecuted without first making
a local enquiry to satisfy himself of the truth of the
charge. This would have taken time. The bribe was
said to have heen given on the 29th October, and cight
days had been allowed by Messrs. Anderson, Wright
& Co. to clapse before giving Mr. Galiffe the name of the

" man to whom the bribe_ had been paid. Clearly, then,

the quickest course on the Gth of November was for
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Messys. Anderson, Wright & Co. to prosccute on the
utt'e»i;qtlx of the evidence of their men, whose statements
they had heard. But when on the evening of the 6th
November 1874, Mr. Galiffe had ascertained that Messrs,
Anderson, Wright & Co. were unwilling to prosecute,
then, Mr. Money considers, he should have taken up the
investigation himself with a view to a prosecution, if
satisfied after enquiry that his subordinate was guilty.
Mr. Galiffe states that he refrained from doing so because
he had been told, on the morning of the 6th, thata
complaint had been made to the police, and that he
thought it unadvisable to interfere while the police
enquiry was going on. : '

. 8. Asitis apparent from Mr. Galiffe’s letter of 6th
November 1874, quoted above, to Messrs. Anderson,
Wright & Co., that he was quite willing to assist in pro-
ceedings against his subordinate, Mr, Money does not
attribute his inaction after that date, i. e, during
the 7th, 8th, and 9th November 1874, to anything more
than want of judgment. But unquestionably le ‘was
remiss. e made no enquiries to find out what the
police were doing, but was content to leave matters in
their hands; whereas it was his - duty to offer to assist
them and to watch their proceedings. After the 9th
November 1874, when the police case was ripe, there
was nothing left for him to do.

9. The complaint of the Chamber of Commeree refers
to Mr. Galiffe’s action before the 7th November 1874,
It appears to Mr. Money that the facts are not correctly
represented by the statement that My, Galiffe « declined
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to do anything, leaving it to the parties interested to
prosecute if they pleased.”  Mr. Galiffe, thinking the
Dest course would be for Messrs. Anderson, Wright & Co.
to prosecute, did all he could to help them, as shown by
“his letter. Mr. Money does not see that, up to this point,
Mr. Galiffe was at all to blame, though afterwards he
showed a lack of proper zeal.

Trom Commissioner of the Presidency Division
to the Board of Revenue, L. P.

Caleutta, 30th December, 1874,

I mave now the honor to report on the subject of the
Government endorsement No. 2847 of 28rd November,
1874, forwarding to me for enquiry and report, a copy of
a letter from the Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce,
Calcutta, complaining of the detention of a boat in the
Calcutta canals, and of extortion on the part of a canal
subordinate officer.

2. The matter was taken up by the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, who prosecuted the toll darogah before
the Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah, Rajah Harendra
Krishna. I sent for the record of the case and find that
the accused was discharged by the Deputy Magistrate in
consequence of discrepancies in the evidence both as to
the detention of the boat and the payment of the speed
money. Rajah Harendra states in his decision that he
has no hesitation in saying the money was paid, but that
he cannot, with confidence, say that the accused received
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it. T am not quite surc that a convietion would not have
stood in appeal, notwithstanding the discrepancies ; but it
is a fair case for difference of opinion in a judicial
matter, and I am far from saying I think the decision

wrong.

3. In Mr. Wood’s letter to Government he states that
M. Galiffe, the Collector of Tolls, Weclined to do any-
thing in the matter on its being reported to him. As I
received, almost simultancously with the Government
communication, a letter from the Collector, reporting that
a charge had been made, and that he had suspended the
darogal, I requested the Secretary to the Chamber of
Commerce to favor me with the authority for the state-
ment made in the letter to Government. In reply, Mr.
Wood sent me a copy of a letter, dated 8th December
1874, from Messrs., Anderson, Wright & Co, the owners
of the boat, a copy of which letter I enclose.

I then sent the letter to Mr. Galifle, requesting him to
explain why he said on November Gth, that lie could not
take up the case, and to state whether hé did or did not
himself, on hearing of the accusation, make a full enquiry
into the matter ; and, if not, why he did not do so. I
further enquired whether it was correctly stated that he
sat beside the counsel for the accused, his subordinate ;
and, if so, why he did anything implying sympathy with
him when on trial on such a churge.

4. 1 enclose a copy of Mr. Galiffe’s reply, No. 258,

dated 22nd December 1874, with enclosure, As regards
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the second point, viz., his action towards the accused when
on trial, the letter seems sufficient ; but I consider the ex-
1)1anatiox1 on the first point very. unsatisfactory.. It will
De observed that Mr. Galiffe is so ignorant of the duties
of an officer in his position, that instead of instituting
in his executive capacity an enquiry into the matter im-
mediately it was reported to him, he did nothing at all,

. leaving Messrs. Anderson or some one else to prosecute

if they thought fit, and that the reason he gives for this
is, that a criminal charge embracing the offence with
which the darogah was accused, can only be dealt with
by a Magistrate. Mr. Galiffe, therefore, has no idea that
it is his duty in his exceutive capacity, to enquire into
such charges against his subordinates without waiting to
see whether a criminai prosecution will be instituted by
some one else or not, and that, if’ he finds good grounds
for the accusation, that it is his duty to institute such a
criminal prosceution if no one clse does.

5. In conmection with another case, viz., that of tak-
ing up land at Chitpore for the Eastern Bengal Railway
Company, I felt.obliged to observe that Mr. Galiffe was
past his work.. The present case seems to me to put this
beyond a doubt. He tells me it is his intention to retive
on pension directly he is entitled to it which will pro-
Dably be in June 1875, and I think this should be insist-
cd on.

G. As regards the darogah, though I have no doubt
as to his guilt, and should myself wish to see his services
dispensed with, the invariable (as I believe) policy of
the Board, and the usual policy of Government in cases
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in which a criminal prosecution takes place, is that if the
accused is acquitted in court he is not removed from his
appointment. If that course is to be talen in this case,
then I think the darogah should be compelled to retire
as soon as he is entitled to any pension, and in the mean-
time I propose to remove him to some other post on the
Nuddea viver; but as I do not think there is any post
there on the same salary as he now draws, it is a question
assuming Government to decide not to dispense with his
services; whether he is to remain where he is, or be trans-
ferred on a lesser salary, if no. post or emoluments equal
to those he mow enjoys be found to exist in the Nuddea
rivers’ office. - :

7. With regard to the general question, I do not
believe that the passing of speed money will ever be en-
tirely prevented in the Caleutta canals as long as boat
owners prefer to pay a small fee in prefeience to being
detained and to complaining and incurring the trouble
and loss of time of sustaining a charge before the Collec-
tor of Tolls or a Magistrate. If every boat owner would
do as Messrs. Anderson and Wright have done, it would
be much easier to put a stop to this pettye extortion ; but
no other case has been brought to notice during the past
two years, though I am confident that in a very large
majority of cdses speed money is paid as a. matter of
cowrse.  Moreover, it is not to be supposed that no other
form of money-making is ever resorted to, and more
than one of the canal subordinates are stated to live in
a style that is not to be aceounted for by their
The matter is one that has by no means s
atiention,

salaries,
caped my
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From Messrs. Anderson, Wright & Co. lo
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, the Sth December, 1874.

TIn answer to yours of yesterday, we wrote to M. Galiffe
on the 29th October, telling him that our boats were de-
tained by the Baboo, and got no answer. We'sent our
assistant to see him and give him all details on the 4th. On
the 5th we got a memorandum {rom him, enquiring the
nuinber of the note given as a bribe, and replied thereto,
at the same time suggesting that Government take up
the'cz\se, and that we would furnish all the evidence in our
power., Mr. Galiffe _\himself brought his reply to his
letter on the 6th, explaining that he could not take up
the case, but that we must do it and bear the expense,
unless the case were made % public one.  Seeing that the
prosccution was going to be an expensive matter, we
wrote to him on the 6th that we were not going to pro-
secute. On the 9th Mr. Lambert wrote that he had
taken the matter up, having heard of it through the
Ciliprl'e divisiﬁon, and that he would make a police case
of it, but we had still to provide owr own lawyers, though
we informed Mr. Galiffe at once that the case had been
made a police one. In his letter of the Gth he men-
tioned that in that case Government would prosceute.
At 5 p.or, on the 9th, the darogah was suspended by
Mr. Galiffe, he having been in custody and released on
Dail at that time. The case occupied four days, our law-
yers prosecuting and Mr. Galiffe sitting most of the time
Deside defendant’s counsel, and certainly 1'endering. us no

assistance. ~
i
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Trom Collector and Supervisor, Caloutta Canals,
to the Commussioner of the Presidency Division.

Dhappa, 22ud December, 1874.

T mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter No. 104RC., dated 17th instant, with correspon-
- dence, including a letter from Messrs. Anderson, Wright
& Co., to the Chamber of Commerce, dated 8th in-
stant. In reply to your inquiry, why I could not take
up the case against Chunder Nauth Mitter, toll darogah
of Chitpore, charged with receiving an illegal gratifica-
tion, I have the honor to inform you that I have no
authority to act in the matter. Section 161 of the Cri-
minal Procedure Code distinetly rules that such a charge
can only be dealt with by a®Magistrate, who can direct
‘the issue of a summons for the attendance of the
accused.

2. On receiving a letter from Messrs. Anderson,
Wright & Co., dated 5th November, 1equest1nrr that
the Government should take up the pwsecuhou, I wrote
them in reply stating clearly what course they should
follow, and, to save time, took my letter to them in
person on the following day (Friday), and left them
with the understanding. that their assistant, My. Lees,
was to meet me the next day at noon at the Sealdah
Magistrate’s Cowrt, to give his deposition preparatory to
the issuc of a summons. On the cevening of the same
day I received a letter from them declunng to take any

) further steps in the matter, and thanking me for the
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assistance already rendered from me ; a copy of the letter
is enclosed.

3. On the 9th T received information at 5 ».a1., of the
arrest of the toll darogah, charged by the police with
““wrongful restraint’” under Section 341, which authorises
arrest without a warrant, upon which I at once suspended
my darogah. Later in the evening I received a letter
from the firm, intimating that as the matter had now
Deen taken up by thé police, they would prosecute, and
that the case would come on for hearing at the Sealdah
Court the next day at noon.

4. On the 10th I attended the Court to watch the
case, and was offered a scat on the bench, which 1 avail-
ed of. The evidence of four witnesses was taken, and the
case postponed to the 17th. In the meantime I received
a subpeena from the Court to attend and produce the toll
books and other information. I accordingly attended;
and there being no seat available on the bench, I occu-
pied a chair between the counsel both for the prosecution
and the defence : there was no room for another. The
case was further postponed till the 25¢h, when I occupied
the same seat and the charge of wrongful restraint was
dismissed. The termination of this case rendered my
further attendance unnecessary ; and although the charge
against the accused, for receiving an ¢ illegal gratifica-
tion,” was postponed to the 1st December, I did not
attend. I deny showing any sympathy with the accused ;
and had not the charge of “ wrongful restraint” been
preferred, I should not have attended at all voluntarily.
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Trom Messrs. Anderson, TWright & Co. to the

Collector and Supervisor, Caleutta Canals.
Caleutta, the 611 November, 1874.

W& find we cannot spave the time to go into this case ;
and with all this trouble and uncertainty before us, we
might find, perhaps, on reaching the end, that it was
time, trouble, and money lost. We are very thankful
for your trouble and explanations, and will not forget to
follow your valuable hints if we ever have occasion to be
put-into the severe position again,

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Beagal.

Caleutta, 22nd February, 1875,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to'acknowledge the receipt of your letters No. 2348 of
23rd November last, and No. 858 of 12th instant, and to
express their obligations to His Honor the Lientenant.
Governor for the inquiry instituted into the circumstances

brought to notice in connection with the canal adminis-
tration,

The prompt and carefal investigation made by the
i for the Presidency Division has led to the

results your letter communicates, and which the Committee -

regard completely vindicating their representation in the
matter; and although it is almost hopeless to look for
the extinction of a practice so well understood and cone

N
N
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ducted by native subordinates in the Canal Department,
the Committee trust, that the abuses complained of may
be materially checked by the publicity of the case and
the measures which have been taken by Government.

- As additional means to that end it appears to the Com-
mittee that the following plan may be usefully introduced,
and it is submitted for the Lieutenant-Governor's consi-
deration.

On the entry into-the Canal, at Bamunghatta, of a boat
purposing to procecd to the river through the lock at
Chitpore, the manjee in charge should be furnished with
a ticket @ duplicate, stating—with the usual particulars
of cargo, maundage, &c.—the amount of toll paid, the
names of the manjec and his consignee (European and
Native) and date of entry into the canal : one ticket to be
delivered' on passing through the Cliitpore lock, and the
other to be kept by the manjee. With that in his pOs-
session the manjee will be able to satisfy his employers
both as regards money paid on this account and the time
occupied in passing through the canal, ;'md, in case of
need, to produce it in evidence against compulsory deten-
tion and to frustrate any designed failure of Jjustice.

The Canal books should be properly bound and paged
with consecutive numbers, in order to detect at once any
abstraction or temporary removal or substitution of
entries; and the use-of common khaltahs (which can be
easily tampered with) should be discontinued.

‘With these and other precautionary means, which may
ke suggested by the experience of the Canal Superinten-




dent, irregularities would be less [requent aud investiga-
tion made with less difficulty than under the present sys-
tem.

In closing their reply the Committee direct me to add
that they had no desire to judge of Mr. Galiffle’s proceed-
ings with an undue degrec of censure, but they trust the
result of this enquiry will be brought prominently to the
notice of his successor and induce him by every means
in his power to put a stop to the illegal exactions of
the canal subordinates direetly under his control.

Proposed official testing and verification of
English weights.

The last half-yearly report contained the Com-
mittee’s letter to Government on this subject,
and the annexed reply communicates the result
of their reference. When they addressed the
Government the Committee were not aware that
the Act under the provisions of which they sug-
gested the verification of weights had been dis-
allowed by the Secretary of State, whose veto
was announced in the Legislative Council but not
published in any special Resolution, as stated in
the reply from the Government of Bengal : the
fact was consequently overlooked.

The Committee hope however that this impor-
tant subject will receive the consideration of Go-
vernment, and that the defective system which
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now prevails will be displaced by some well
organised plan for the exclusive use of standard
weights issued by authority.

Irom-Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 25th January, 1875.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Jetter dated 26th June last, representing that in the Pre-
sidency T'owns of India, the use of English weights is
almost as common as that of India; that they are not
only extensively used in the purchase and sale of country
produce, but are recognized and employed by the Govern-
ment itself in levying Customs duties and in official re-
cords ; that the weights ab present in use in the native
bazaar of Caleutta are defective and conform to no stan-
dard whatever; and finally suggesting that all weights
current therein, and in  ordinary commercial use in Cal-
cutta, should Le officially tested every six months ; and
that for this purpose Government should appoint an In-
spector of weights under Act XI of 1870, for giving an
official stamp of verification to such weights.

2. Inreply, I am to explain that by Act XI of 1870
the kilogram and metve were to be the only recognized
standards of the country, and that no provision exists

“therein for the testing of any other weights and mea-

sures ; bub that the Act ilself was disallowed by Her
Majesty’s Sceretary of State, and notificalion of the fact
published by the Government of India in its Resolution
of 16th August 1871.  The only Act at present on the
Statute Bool, for regulating the weights and ‘measures
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in use in British India is Act XXX of 1871, under which
the new Ser or kilogram is made the standard. This Act,
however, has not been brought into force, nor have any
wardens as yeb been appointed under it, as its provisions
cannot be applied until standard weights, in sufficient
numbers for the working of the Act, have been Yeceived
from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, who has been.
asked to make arrangements for supplying them.

8. I am further to observe that, while the Lieutenant-
Governor recognizes and vegrets the inconveniences which
the mercantile community suffer from the confusion of
weights and measures throughout the country, the evil
is onme that admits of gradual remedy only, and that
were Government to attempt to officially verify all the
measures and weights now in use therein, such a course
might even tend to the duration of the evil. With the
receipt from England in sufficient number of the stan-
dard Ser weights prescribed under Act XXXI of 1871
as the fubure standard of the country, is Honor hopes
that steps may be taken to substitute it for the variety
of weights now in use, and he is sure that in so doing,
the, Government may count upon the co-operation of
the Chamber.

4. In regard to the state of matters in Bombay, I
am to enclose herewith copy of a correspondence that has
passed on the subject between the Government of Ben-
gal and the Government of that Presidency.
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Irom Government of Bengal to Govt. of Bombay.

Cadcutta, 28th July, 1874.

I am directed to forward herewith -copy of a letter
dated 26th June 1874, from the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce, requesting that steps may be taken by this
Government for testing the correctness of the English
weights in use in the Calcutta bazar, and to ask that,
with the permission of His Excellency the Governor in
Council you will be good enough to inform the Lieute-
nant-Governor what measures, if any, have been taken
by the Government of Bombay in this direction,

Irom Government of Bombay to Government of
Bengal.

30th September, 1874.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter No. 2160, dated the 28th July last, with enclosure,
from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and in reply to
annex copies of reports from the Commissioner of Police,
Bombay, Nos. 1867 and 2016, dated respectively the
29th ultimo and 16th instant, from which it will be seen
that the practice of stamping weights and measures in
this city is one authorized by custom rather than law.

Memo. by F. H. Souter, Esg., Commr. of Police.
Bombay, the 29th August, 1874,

The undersigned has the honor to report that the pro-
visions of Act XI of 1870 have not been extended to
8
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Bombay, and that the Indian seer of 2:205 pounds avoir-
dupois, although to some extent used by the Bombay
Customs and Railways, is not carrent in the city.

2. The weights and measures in current use here are
those of the local system based on the Bombay seer of
11; ounces avoirdupois ; but the imperial weights and
measures of England are also largely used.

8. Under the provisions of section 17 of Act XLVIIL
of 1860, standards of the weights and measuwres in
common use in Bombay, including those of the imperial
pound and gallon, &c., are kept in the office of the un-
dersigned, by whom they were received from the Clerk of
Markets after the passing of Act XIII of 1856.

4, There is no law in force here authorizing the
.verification of weights and measures, but the practice
of adjusting and stamping them is of very old standing.
1t is incidentally alluded to at page 281 of Anderson’s
“ English in Western India,” edition 1856, and secms
to have been founded on an order issued by the Govern-
ment of Bombay in the year 1724.

5. The adoption of & unform system of weights and
measures throughout British India is no doubt most
necessary and urgently required, and will not only faci-
litate and simplify commercial operations, but will go
far to checl the fraud and corruption now largely prac-
tised with comparative impunity all over India for the
want of such a system,

-
I
1'
1
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Memo. by F. H. Souter, Esq., Comms. of Police.

Bombay; the 16th September, 1874.

The undersigned presents compliments to the Acting
Under-Secretary to Government, and in reply to that
officer’s Memorandum No. 2668 of the 14th instant,
begs to state that weights and measures in current use
in Bombay are, when sent to this-office for that purpose,
tested with the standards, and if found correct, are stamp-
ed with the date of the year, &e., in verification there-
of,

2. The weights and measures so tested are the Bom-
bay scer and its fractions and multiples, and the English

\ imperial pound and gallon and their fractions and multi-

ples.

8. It is not compulsory on any one in Bombay to
have his weights and measures tested under pain of pro-
secution, although it is the rule almost without exception
for shop-keepers and others, as a measure of precaution,
to send weights and measures to this office from year to
year, in order that they may be tested and verified.

4. The fees charged for testing and stamping weights
and measuves are as follows :—
For Furrah measures, 4 annas each.
For all other weights and measures, 1 anna cach,
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Pu'blicati'on of ships’ manifosts in daily import lists.

The proposal contained in the following letter
from the Officiating Collector of Customs was
submitted to members for the record of their
opinions on the subject, and from the reply given
by the Committee it will be seen that a”desire
was generally expressed for the continued publi-
cation of ships’ manifests in the daily import
lists, which has been complied with.

From Collector of Customs to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 25th November, 1874.

1 have the honor to vequest the favor of your ob-
taining for me the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce
on the following subject.

2. From the commencement of publication of the Daily
Tmport List it has included in detail the manifests of ves-
sels entered at the Custom House. The shape, however,
in which the particulars of these manifests are given ap-
pears to me to be of little value—for instance large par-
cels of Piece Goods are described as « Cottons™ or « Wool-
lens” and the term “ Merchandize™ also is of frequent oc-
currence ; whilst the major portion of these consignments
are generally to ¢ order.”

3. The preparation for publication of these details of -

inward manifests occupies much time and labor both in
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this office and at the press, and it very often delxly; the
issue in time of the important portion of the Import List.

4. T have been informed that full particulars. of cars
goes are received by those concerned before the arrival
of the vessel at Calcutta, and to such persons the publica-
tion of the manifests must be of little or no use whatever.
If the Chamber therefore sees no objection I propose to
discontinue the publication of these lengthy details, and
in licu to publish simply the names and other particulars
of vessels entered as now given, with details of the quan-
tities of the special portions of their cargoes omly, such
as Salt and Coal, all other general cargo to be termed
“ general merchandize.”

5." The future omission of these manifests from the
¢« Daily List” would possibly enable me to issue the Lists
on the day following the transaction as formerly.

From Chamber of Commerce to Collector of Customs.

Calcutta, 14th December, 1874,

Your letter No. 2055 of 25th ultimo has been cir-
culated among the membors of the Chamber, and I am
directed by the Committee to state in reply that from the
minutes recorded on the subject the general expression of
opinion is that the detailed manifests are of interest to im-
porters, and that the continued publication is therefore
desirable.




62

Oponing the Custom Houge during the
Doorga Poojah holidays.

Annexed is copy of a note on this subject writ-
ten by the Deputy Collector, submitted to the

Board with his approval by the Officiating Collec-

tor; and by the Board approved of and forwarded
for sanction to the Government of Bengal, through
whom it was sent to the Committee of the Cham-
ber for report. The note in question is so full
of misleading, if not actually erroneous, state-
ments that it is matter of surprise how it received
the approval of so many officials. The reply from
the Committee points out the errors contained in
the note and the false conelusions arrived at, and
they ask for a continuance of the privilege given
last Poojahs. No answer has been yet received.

" From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutia, dth January, 1875.

T am directed to forward to you the accompanying copy

) Frgmfo I‘g_‘cimng Secrotary, of correspondence noted on the
oard of v , No. 8451, gin, in regar

daied 16ih Docomber 1871, 11610 0 regard to the open-
with enclosures, ing of the Caleutta Custom
) House during the Doorga Poo-
jah holidays, and to say that, in the absence of any ma-
t»e}‘ml objection, His Honor would propose, in accordance
with the suggestion made by the Board of Revenue, to
disallow for the future the privileges granted on the last
oceasion, and merely to give. the fucilities for entering
ordinary ships enumerated in the 2nd paragraph of thci?'
letter,

!
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" From Board of Revenue, L. P., to Glovt. of Bengal.
2 9

Calcutta, 18th December, 1874

With advertence to Government Order No. 5721, dated
18th September last, and subsequent correspond I
am directed to submit, for the information of Govern-
ment, the enclosed letter, No, 505, dated 30th ultimo,
and its .enc]osures, from the Caleutta Collector of Cus-
toms, reporting the result of the arrangements made for
the transaction of business at the Custom Touse during
the Jate Doorga Poojah holidays. .

2. Tt is evident from the above létter that the mer-
cantile community have not appreciated or cared for the
privileges given, and that the Chamber of Commerce

iscalculated the requir ts of such community. The
Member in charge would thevefore disallow for the fu-
ture the privileges granted this year, and would merely
give every facility for entering or clearing ships. These -

" facilitics are noted below in detail :—

(1.) The Deputy or Assistant Collector would attend
at the Custom House at stated hours, to be notified before-
hand, with the small staff’ necessary, on each week day
during the Doorga Poojah, except on the five close
halidays, for the passing of applications for the entry of
ships under section 46 of Act VI of 1863, and the clear-
ance of. ships under section 128.

(2) Any ships entered on those days would be allow-
ed to discharge their cargo at the Port Commissioners’
jetties and at the Custom House wharf, no delivery, how-
ever, to consignees being allowed during the Poojah
save on passes which have heen fully completed before
the office closed. Similarly, only export cargo for which
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passes have been taken out completely beforé the offics
closed could be shipped on board any outward-bound
vessel,

(8) Forall work performed by Custom House offi-
cers, as above, the same fees would be charged as in
former years.

3. The proposal made in paragraph 8 of the Collec-
tor’s letter regarding the levy and distribution of fees,
has been approved by the Member in charge.

4. The return of the original papers when no longer
required is requested.

From Offg. Collector of Customs, Calcutta, to
Board of Revenue, L. P.

Calcutta, 30th November, 1874.

With reference to your Memorandum No. 348B., of
the 29th October last, T have the honor to forward a note
by the Deputy Collector, showing the result of opening
the Custom House for general work for five days during
the late Doorga Poojah holidays.

2. It will be seen that to a small extent only did the
public whose business lies with the Custom House, and
specially the agents of ships, avail themselves of the op-
portunity offered to them under the orders of Govern-
ment. The Chamber of Commerce, at whose urgent
instance the concession had been made, may be able to
explain why not only the public generally, but a large
proportion of the firms of which the Chamber is com-
posed, failed to come forward. Out of 32 ships whicly
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arrived during the holidays, 17 only were entered, and,
as pointed out by the Deputy Collector, the number of
passes, import and export, applied for was very small
indeed. ’

3. The establishment kept at- work was reduced as
far as possible, and cost only a little more than half the
estimated sum of Rs, 2,000, For its realization I pro-
pose to levy a fee of Rs. 31 for each entry inwards and
clearance outwards of a ship, Re. 1 for each duty pass,
and eight annas for each free pass, which will produce a
total sum of Rs. 1,200-8, :

4. . In fulure years I recommend the adoption of some
other plan.  The results this year appear to show that it
is useloss to open the Custom House whilst every Bank
is closed, and whilst employés of all other establishments
are, as a rule, allowed to go on leave. Four days for
the Doorga and one day for the Lukhi Poojah are abso-
lutely required by the Hindoo community. The general
holiday might be restricted to these. five days, but on
this and other points the Chamber of Commerce and -
other public bodies may be best again consulted.

Note—by J. D. Maclean, Esq., Deputy Collector of
Customs, dated 30th November, 1874,

I submibt a report on the working of the Custom
House during the Doorga Poojah, 1874.

It will be fresh in the memory of Government that
in consequence of urgent representation on the part of
the Chamber of Commerce, of the great inconvenience
caused by the closure of the Custom House during the
12 days of the Doorga Poojah holidays, it was resolved,

9
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as an experimental measure, that the Custom House
should be kept open for five days, and available to the
public as usual, and in consequence a notification was is-
sued to that effect, and explaining the method in which
business was to be carried on. :

_The tables attached will show the amount of work
done and the extent to which the commercial community
availed itself of the opportunities afforded.

Table A shows the number of firms who made a depo-
sib in accordance with the notification, and the amount
to which they paid duty, both import and export, from
which it will appear that only 11 firms made any deposit
amounting in all to Rs, 87,500, and that ouly Rs. 36,549
were paid as duty during the five days that the Custom
House was open. In order to give a true estimate of
this, it is necessary to say that salt is entirely excluded,
as there was no work done, and that the average daily
receipts of the present year have been Rs. 30,000 per
diem, and that thercfore the extent to which the privi-

- lege was used amounted to one fair day’s work. ouly.
Two causes may have led to this disappointing result,
either the Chamber of Commerce had not accurately
gauged the wish of its members, or else the members of
the Chambor of Commerce found that they could not
enforce the attendance of their native employés.

Table B shows that the total number of import passes
applicd for amounted to only 86, and that 17 ships
entered inwards.

Table C shows similarly that 265 export passes were
taken out, (of these 163 were only transfers from one
ship to another,) leaving in reality 102 export passes,
and that 15 ships cleared outwards.
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D shows that 32 ships arrived and only 16 entered.

The net resulb is, therefore, the actual figures for the
days in question show that only 187 passes were talen
out during the five days. The average result of an or-
dinary day’s work, on both the import and export side,
is 500 passes a day ab least.

When it became evident on the 14th October that the
namber of depositors as only 11, and that the amount
of duty deposited was only 87,500, I arranged for a mi-
nimum staff of officials to attend, and the expense has
only amounted to Rs. 1,187-10-5, but even then this
small staff was sitting unemployed for the greater part
of the day—for five days—and it is safely within the
mark to say that the total work performed during the
five days did not exceed the ordinary work of a full
working day.

There was a manifest disinclination to undertake to
pay any share of the working expenses of the Custom
House, though the Board of Revenue circular had noti-
fied that the total amount would only be Rs. 2,000 or
thereabouts. That this was so may be inferred from the
results of the figures of the work done during the suc-
ceeding five days after the resumption of regular work,
which gave an average of over Rs. 70,000 duty per
diem,

Moreover, this disinclination to provide the expenses
was apparent from the work on the jetties performed
with regard to passes taken out previous to the holidays,
and also from the result of Table D. ’

1 think that the Chamber of Commerce in making
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* Ous of the 172 free passes, 163 were transferred on the 15th instont from the Steamer Socotra to the Steamer Java,

Cosrox HoUsE,

X,
1y Oollec’tm' of Customs.

J. D. Macrpa:
Deput;

f

, CALCUTTA,

The 30th November, 1874.
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STATEMENT D.

Vesaels arvivod into the Port
Quring the holidays
‘and not enterod.

Vessols arrived and entored into
‘the Custom Touso during
holidays.

Steamor Java.
s Queen Victoria.
Bask Migrator.
u

Steamer Celt.
L Zambesi,
Ship Humayoon Sharw.
arle Patrie.
Ship Mistley Hall.,
Steamer Sir John Zawrence.
Ship Faiz Rokonan
., Faiztl Currim.
Steumer Celt.
Ship Chanticleer.
v James Nicol Fleming.
paterioo,

Duke of Argyle.
” City of Carthage.
Ship ZTrestope.
Steamer City of Poonak.
Ship Brenkilda.

Stéamer Madras.

Ship Nusser Muijeet.
2 City of Shanghi.
3 Indian Aerchant.

. B.—Trom the abovo it will be scen that 32 vossels arrived in port during the
holidays, but that only 16 cutered inwards ab the Custom House.

J. D. MacLEaN,

Cusrod Houss, CALCUTTA,
Deputy Collector of Customs.

The 30th Noyember, 1874.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Calcutte, 25th January, 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge- the receipt of your letter No. 28 of
the 4th instant forwarding correspondence relative to the
opening of the Custom House during the Doorga Poojah
holidays in October last.

Board of Revenue, influenced by the reports submitted
by the Collector and Deputy Collector of Customs, the
Lieutenant-Governor proposes—in the absence of any
material objection—to disallow for the future the privi-
leges granted on that occasion and merely to give facilities
for entering and clearing vessels. ’

2. In accordance with the suggestion made by the
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3. TFor the consideration of the Lieutenant-Governor
the Committee instruct me to malke the following remarks
which they believe will tend to satisfy Iis Honor that
the conclusion arrived at by the Board is not upheld by
the circumstances of the case, and that the report by the
Deputy Collector is, in the judgment of the Committee,
capable of a construction opposed to that adopted by the
Collector and the Board, and which have led to the resulb
which His Honor has been pleased to communicate to
the Chamber.

4. The Deputy Collector’s statement D details the ar-
rivals of vessels during the holidays, and declares that out
of 32 only 16 entered at the Custom House, thereby at-
tempting to support the general tendency of his argu-
ment that the opportunities afforded by Government were
not availed of by the mercantile community to the extent
contemplated in the Chamber’s representation as to the
necessity for keeping the Custom House open,

5. Bub.the declaration—though correct as to figures—
is misleading and does not fairly illustrate the real facts
of the case.

The list of unentered vessels is headed by the steamer
Celi—a boat of 140 tons, running between Caleutba and
Balasore : and that smportant addition to the tonns ge.of
the port is repeated in the list.

Unfortunately, however, for the Deputy Collector’s
declaration that she was not entered, the Custom House
return for the 22nd October includes among the manifests
therein recorded the cargo of that vessel consisting of
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750 bags Rice, 12 bags Rosin, and 63 baskets Stone
Plates.

This, therefore, is an error on the part of the Deputy
Collector, and the omission of the Celt from the list of
entries at the it of the holidays is another
mistake of his, as the steamer arrived on the 14th and
could not have left on the 17th without entry inwards
Letween those dates.

6. Removing the Celt from the list of unentered ves-
sels there remain 14 to dispose of ; of these the Huma-
yoon Shaw, Fuiz Rohoman, Faizel Currim, Chanticleer,
Waterloo, and Nusser Munjeet ave country traders, par-
tially Jaden with salt ; and their prompt entry during the
holidays was unnecessary, delay being of little or no con-
sequence to vessels of that class. The French barque
Putrie arrived in ballast and was in no hurry to enter.
The Mistley Hall had a cargo of salt from Liverpool, sold
to arrive; and as her lay days including only working
days, there was no necessity for entering, especially as
salt before discharge vequires a perwanah from the Board,
whose office was not open. The Sir John Lawrence, like
the Celt, is a coasting steamer and her entry was not press-
ing. The J. N. Fleming arvived off town on the after-
noon of Sunday the 25th, and as the Custom House was
reopened on the 27th, there was an avoidable loss of 1
day only. The Steamer Madras, also a coaster, and shi ps
City of Shanghai and Indian Merchant arrived on the
20th, the lust day of the holidays, and, however much
their agents conld have desired to save a day, the last two
vessels could hardly have had the opportunity of enter-
Jng.

1o
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. The P. & O. Co’s Steamer Zambesi arrived on the
19th October and was not entered till after the holidays,
though she had a large cargo of Manchester goods which
consignces would have been glad to clear; and her tardy
entry can only be explained by vhe Superintendent of
the P. & 0. Co ; her cargo was landed by the Company
under their bond to the Customs without entry, and kept,
by them ab their own risk $ill after the holidays : her late
entry was therefore no positive delay to her.

8. This exhausts the Deputy Collector’s list of un-
entered vessels ; and the Committee of the Chamber
submit that, with this one exception, all vessels with
general cargoes which arrived during the holidays and
had any purpose or prospect of quick despateh by enter-
ing at the Custom House did enter ; and the unqualified,
and, in some measure, incorrech declaration of the De-
puty Collector is a misleading respresentation tending to
disparage the Chamber’s action in the matter of curtail-
ing the idle waste of time which the Doorga Poojah holi-
days involve.

9. The Deputy Collector’s statements B. and C. shew the
number of vesselsentered and eleared inwardsand outwards
during the holidays, aggregating 46 ships and steamers of
apwards of 50,000 registor tonnage—the great majority
of them with large and valuable cargoes ; and the Com-
mittee submit that that fact alone establishes the abso-
Jute nccessity for demanding the attendance of the
Customs Department, and that the Chamber's move-
ment which facilitated the despateh of business involved
in that amount of tonnage has been amply justified.

10, When the matter under review was last referred

~ A
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to Government the Board of Revenue expressed the
apprehension that the compulsory prepayment of pro-
bable amount of duty would be “a serious bar to
merchants wishing to use the Custom Iouse during the
holidays ”; but the deposits made on that account were
more than twice as much as the total duties came to :

_ 50 that on that point the Government may rest assured

that importing and exporting firms have no difficulty
in providing the security required for their business
purposes, and that the Government revenue, to what-
ever extent, is safe.

11 Stress is luid by the Deputy Collector on the
small amount of duty collected during the holidays,
compared with the payments in the five succeeding
days : but the latter was obviously a necessary conse-
quence on the reswmption of general business after a
long vacation, and is no test whatever of the inconveni-
ence to trade by not keeping the Custom House open
for business on even the most restricted scale. How much
of the Rs. 70,000 per day of dubty collected after the
holidays is due to imported salt is not stated. The
Committee also consider the Deputy Collector’s remark
as to the disinclination to undertake to pay any share
of the working expenses of the Custom House a gra-
tuitous assumption and quite uncalled for.

12, As to the limited amount of work done and the
small staff sitting unemployed for the greater part of the
five days they had to attond; this is the first occasion on
which fight work paid for by extra remuncration has
been held ‘to be a source of inconvenience to Govern-
ment employé, by whom such occupation is usually
regarded as rather welcome than otherwise.
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13. The suggestion of the Board of Revenue that
every facility shall be given for entering vessels carries
with it no practical advantages to consignees of cargo
under the conditions which accompany it; because,
while ships at the Port Commissioners’ Jetties are allowed
to discharge their cargoes, no delivery to consignees is
allowed save on passes which have been fully com-
pleted before the Custom House closed for the holidays.

This is tantamount to an absolute prohibition, as
passes cannot possibly be completed until consignees
ave in a position to clear their goods, and this cannot be
done in anticipation of their arrival and entry.

To make a concession of any value or convenience
there should obviously be a concurrence of business at
the Jetties and the Custom House; but if importers
cannot have the privilege of getting their goods, ships
should be prohibited from entering and ‘breaking bulk.
All interests should be dealt with impartially ; and if
privileges are allowed they should be available withoub
conditional restrictions to the special disadvantage of
those upon whose operations the Customs revenue so
largely depends.

14.  The Deputy Collector also remarks on the com-
paratively few firms who availed themselves of the faci-
lities oﬁ‘gred by the Custom House being kept open ;
but here also the Committee think his conclusions, as
in the case of ships, is incorrect and misleading. " A re-
ference to the names given by him will show that, with
few exceptions, all the leading import houses, who had
goods by steamers arriving during the holidays, did avail

-
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themselves of the opportunity ; and the same may be
said as to exporting firms in respect of ships cleared and
entered for clearance. -

15. Viewed as an experimental measure, the Com-
mittee are of opinion that the opportunity afforded of
conducting business during the holidays was cared for
to an extent sufficient to justify their application for a
renewal this year of the privilege granted last October,
and they trust His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will
be pleased to comply with it.

Cage undor Soction 27 of the Customs Act.

Full particulars of this case, and the action
taken by the Committee, will be found detailed
in the copies of correspondence below. From
these it will be seen that notwithstanding the
support given fo the Collector by the Board of
Revenue, the Government of Bengal has ruled
that the plain and evident meaning of the Act
is, as maintained by the Committee, that goods
taken over by the Customs authorities “shall be
sold,” not put up from time to time with reserved .
limits ; and orders have been issued to that effect.
A somewhat similar case occurred a few years
ago and like orders were then issued, but they
seem to have been disregarded ; the Committee
therefore asked for a -copy of the orders now
issued so that no such irregularity may occur
again. The whole question is of much interest to
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and aflects every importing firm here, and the
Committee have therefore taken up the matter
with energy, and hope their action will set the
matter at rest for the future.

Chamber of Commerce to Board of Revenue.
Caloutta, 6th January, 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to bring to the Board’s notice an irregularity of pro-
cedure on the part of the Collector of Customs in a case
which has recently occurred.

Messrs. Paul Tambaci and Co. imported per P..and O.
Steamer Surat a quantity of White Mulls consisting of a
range of 84 cases containing 8,284 pieces, which they
entered at, what they considered a full market price,
1 Rupee 8 annas per piece, rising 6 annas, net, or a total
value of Rs. 25,830, -

That value was held to be too low by. the appraiser,
who fixed it at 1 Rupee 12 annas per ‘piece, rising 6
anpas, which, after deducting the usual allowance of
7 per cent for duty, &ec, made the total net value
Rs. 25,947-15-0. :

The importers having declined to increase their valua-
tion, the 84 cases were taken over by the Collector under
S}ecl:.ion 27 of the Customs Act, which provides the man-
ner in which undervalued goods are to be dealt with, and
declares “ if the goods be retained for the use of Govern-
ment, the officer in charge of the Custom House shall
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cause the full value at which such goods were entered to
be paid to the person entering the same, in full satisfac-
tion for such goods in the same manner as if such goods
had been transferred by ordinary sale, and shall then cause
the goods to be sold by public auction, after due notice
in the Official Gazctte.”

The required notice having been published, the goods
were put up for sale by public auction on the T4th ul-
timo : the highest bid for the entire range was, as the
Committee are informed, Re. 1-10-3 per piece, rising 6

“annas; as this rate was apparently not equal to the

Collector’s limit the goods were withdrawn, the range
divided into lots, and again put up for sale, when 24
cases only were sold, and the remainder bought in.

It is to this point the Committee desire to draw the
Board’s special attention, as it appears to them that the
Collector has not rightly observed .the Act, which directs
him to sell the goods by public auction, but gives him
no authority or option to buy n.

The Act, it is submitted, was mever intended to
give the Customs authorities the right to speculate in
goods taken over on the ground of under-valuation : the
obvious purpose of retaining them for the use of Govern-
ment and selling them by auction is to obtain a price
in excess of that entered by the importer (whose declared
valuation would thus be tested by public sale) but cer-
tainly not to place the Government in the position of a
holder of goods competing with the market and interfer-
ing with the course of trade. As long as the Custom
House holds a stock of goods similar to what may be in
other hands, importers are unable to regulate the market,
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and the action of Govemm’ent‘ is prejudicial to the mer-
chant, .

The insignificant difference between the value declared
by Messrs. Paul Tambaci and Co. Rs. 25,830 and the ap-
praiser’s estimate of Rs. 25,947-15-0 scarcely justified the
rejection of the former and establishes its aceuracy, and
the bonafides of the importers.

Chamber of Commerce to the Board of Revenue.
Culeutta, 20th Januc'try, 1875.

In continuation of the remarks submitted in my
Jetter of the 6th instant, T am instructed by the Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce to request you will
do them the favor of stating whether they have been
correctly informed that, in a recent public sale, by order
of the Collector, of certain goods taken over (said to be
some woollens) under clause 27 of the Customs Act, a
limit had been placed under which they were not to be
disposed of.

The goods having been sold the requirement ‘of the
Act was satisfied, but it appears to the Committee that
the placing a limit—supposing it to have been the cage—
is ““ultra vires,” and another instance in which the Collec-
j\orblm.s goue heyond the legal power given him under the

Co,

Board of Revenue to Chamber of Commerce

Caleuttu, 29th Jan uary, 1875.

- With advertence to your Teblers, dated, respectively,
6th and 20th instant, on {he subject of {he ]‘rl'OBL‘dl‘.!;

<

p

8T

of the Caleutta Custom House in connection with goods

taken over by the Collector under Section 27 of Act VI

of 1863, I am directed to state that the Member in

charge is of opinion that the Collector has full power to

withdraw from sale ab auction any goods taken over by

him under the above section of the Customs Law, for-
which bids equal to what hebelieves to he the market value -
are not made, and that the Collector is right to so exer-

cise his discretion, At the same time, I am fto point

out, with regard to the concluding para: of your first

Jetbter cited above, that it appears upon enquiry that the

difference between the importer’s valuation in the case

therein noticed and that of the appraiser was - greater

than supposed by the Chamber, the Collector having:
veported that the importer’s net value was Rs. 25,786-2°
while the appraiser’s net value was Rs. 27,855-2:

2. Referring to your letber of the-20th instant, I" am:
to say that Mr. Money is of opinion that the Collector

" should not fix an upset price to be given out at auction,.

and thiat instructions will issue to him'accordingly.
Chamber of Commerce to Board of Revenue.
Calcutta, Sth February, 1875.

I am instracted by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of your lebter
No. 125 of the 29th ultimo.

The Committee learn with regret that the DBoard of”
Revenue interprets the Customs Act in a manner ab
variance with the Commibtee’s construction, and, as
they believe, with the intention of the Legislatureand

the commercial intevests of the Port.

1¥




82

According to the Commitiee’s reading of Section 27
of Act VI of 1863 the Collector is hound to sell by
public auction all goods taken over by bhim, and no power
is vested in him to fix an upset price, or to hold goods
for an indefinite time. The Board of Revenue appear to
be of opinion that the Collector is arbiter of the market
price of each and all of the innumerable articles which
pass through his department, and that if he considers
the market rate is ot ofiered for goods which are taken
over by the Customs’ authorities and put up to public

auction, it is ab his option to withdraw them, hold them

for a longer or shorter period, and dispose of them ab his
pleasure.

The Committee cannot believe that such scope was
intended to be given to the Collector by the Act, and are
still of opinion that,in the case which has given rise to
this corvespondence, he has exceeded the powers with
which he is entrusted.

The Committee fear that the Collector’s preceedings
endorsed as they now are by the Board of Reverue
would establish an objectionable precedent, and may
lead to results calling for legislative interference ; they
have therefore resolved to refer the whole question di-
rectly for the consideration of His Howor the Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal.

Chamber of Commerse to Government of Bengal,

Caleutta, 8th February, 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desive
me to address you on the subject of a correspondence
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with the Bofl;'d of Revenue, copy of which is hereto
annexed, and to request the submission of this commu-
nication for the consideration of His Honor the Licute-
nant-Governor.

The Committee inw;ite your reference to the cireum-
stances of the case as detailed in the Chamber’s letter of
6th ultimo,

They may be briefly summed up here.

The Head Appraiser of the Custom House objected to
an importer’s valuation of certain goods for duty ; he esbi-
mated the value at a higher figure ; the importer declined
+to amend his declaration ; and his goods were taken over on
account of Government, to be dealt with under the 27th
Section of the Customs Act.. The importer received his
declared value from the Collector, who thereupon gave
due noticein the Official Gazette that the said goods
would be sold by public auction.

Thus far the provisions of the Act were complied
with : and it is only with the sequel and its results
that the Commiltee desire to trouble the Licutenant-
Governor.

The Act declaves that the officer in' charge of the
Custom” House « shall cause the goods to be sold by
public auction” ; there is no ambiguity in this respect :
the Jaw requires the goods—the whole of the goods taken
over, and not a part thereof—to be sold : and it requires
that the sale shall be made ; there is no authority given
to the Collector to sell any portion and to buy in the re-
mainder ; nor does the Act vest in the Collector any
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diseretionary power o withdraw the whole or'any portion
after the notice to sell by public auction has been given
and the goods put up for sale ; neither does the Act sanc-
tion the sale of the goods being made subsequent to the
date fixed by the notice, nor the holding of them for an
indefinite period.

Notwithstanding this most distinct provision of the
Act, the Collector’s proceeding was in contravention
thercof ; he sold a portion only—24 cases out of 84—
and withdrow the vest for future sales, because the bids
for the remaining 60 cases were not equal to what he
“believed to be the market value.

These are the broad facts of the case; and the Com-
‘mittee submit that the action taken by the Collector
wwas nob in accordance with the Act as they have always
read it, and that the approval and defence thereof by the
Board of Revenue have no law for. their sanction, for
there is not a word in the Act which gives the Collec-
tor “full power to withdraw from sale at auction any
goods taken over by him,” nor does the Act give that
officer a right to exercise any discretion in that vespect,

. The Act is clear and peremptory, and in the opinion
of the Committee there has been a violation of its pro-
- visions in the case under notice.

The object of the Customs Law in detaining goods for
assumed  under-valuation and selling them at public
auction is to satisfy the Government claim for duty to
the fullest extent on their market value at time of im-
portation, and to test that value, by an immediate sale,
ith that declared by the importer: but the Collector’s

85

‘proceeding not only places the ‘Government in the ques- °
‘tionable position of a holder of merchandise competing
with_ traders, and retailing confiscated goods, unburden-

-od with the usual charges for rent, &c., which merchants

incur in their business, but also of perniciously obstruct-
ing the ordinary course of trade by a speculative inter-
«ception of merchandise which they are unable to dis-
pose of for the price paid to the importer.

The detention of goods for under-valuation practically
impugns the good faith of the importing merchant, and
is a reflection on his integrity and purpose of fair dealing ;
the provisions of the Act should therefore be guardedly
exercised and enforced only in- instances of flagrant mis-

representation and ifest intention to defraud the

revenue.

In the case with which the Committee are dealing, and

* the result of which it is their purpose to watch, the fact

that the importer declined to amend the declared value
and consented to receive from Government the price ab
which he entered his goods establish the bond fides of
his entry, and throw on the Customs authorities the
onus of proof that they were justified in rejecting his
declaration.

If the Law provided that the importer should have
the option of accepting the amount of appraiser’s valua-
tion instead of his own declared value the Committee are
of ‘opinion that instances of the kind now noticed would
be of rare occurrence. .

The Committee submit these ecircumstances of the
violation of the 27th Section of the Act by the Collector
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and of the Board's ruling regarding it, for the considera-
tion and authorilative interpretation therecof by Iis
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, whose construction the
Committee believe and hope will accord with that which
they have expressed. ‘

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Comanerce.
Calcutta, 19th March, 1875.

T am directed to acknowlege the receipt of your letter
dated 8th Febroary, with enclosures, regarding the con-
struction to be placed on section 27 of the Consolidated
Customs Act VI of 1863, and in reply to state, for the
information of the Committee of the Dengal Chamber of
Commerce, that the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion
that the action of the Collector of Customs in the case
Lrought to notice was not strictly in accordance with the
wording of the law, and that orders have been issued to
prevent the recurvence of the irregularity complained of.

Lrom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 13th April, 1875.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 705 of
the 19th ultimo communicating for their information
that in the opinion of His Ionor the Lieutenant-Governor
the action -of the Officiating Collector of Customs in the
case brought to notice was “ not strictly in accordance
with the wording of the law,” and that orders had heen
issued to prevent the recurrence of the irregularity com-
plained of.

__g‘
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I have the Committee’s instructions to express their
satisfaction with the result of the inquiry His Honor has
Deen pleased to miake, as it fully confirms the view they
took of the 27th Section of the Act, and the Collector’s
proceedings ab variance therewith: in fact the Committee
fail to see what other construction could be possibly
placed upon such clearly expressed provisions.

At the same time I am to request you will submit for

. His Honor’s compliance the Committee’s application for

a copy of the orders issued to the Board of Revenue and
to the Collector, so that the mercantile community may
have an authoritative ruling of the Government for their
guidance,

While the Committee further desire me to express a
hope that a like occasion will nol again arise for a refer-
ence to His Honor, they are not unmindful of somewhat
similar circumstances that occurred in 1868 (the late
Officiating Collector of Customs being then Secretary to

“the Board of Revenue) when the proceedings of the Col-

Jector were held to be irregular, and’ orders were then
passed (see Government of Bengal letter No. 3285 of
17th October 1868) to prevent a repetition of similar de-
viation from the provisions of the law ; which however
seem now to have heen either forgotten or totally- disre-
garded.

The Commitiee are of opinion that the almost invari-
able unanimity that exists between the Board and the
Collector in references on appeal against the action of the
Tatter, encourages that officer in proceedings irregular if
not actually arbitrary and illegal, and the conclusion on the
part of the Committee of the Chamber is not unreasonable
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thab greal injustice has arisen and -may arise from the
absence of a firm and independent control by the superi--
or authority.

In bringing this matter to the notice of ‘the Govern-
ment and pressing for an enquiry, the Committee bad no
wish or intention to call in question the legal power of
the Collector to take over the goods in the first instance.
The law on this point is clear and distinet and is & neces-
sary provision for the due protection of the public revenue;
DbutT am to submit it should be acted upon with great cau-
tion and only in cases of clearly attempted evasion of
duty. It was the Collector’s subsequent action that the
Committee held to be improper, for not only was it con-
trary to the letter of the law, bub also to its spivit. If
the Collector has reason to believe that an evasion is at-
tempted it is doubtless his manifest duty to take the
goods over, but the correctness of his valuation should
be at once tested by a public sale. By no other means is
it possible to ascertain the bona fides of the importer or
the correctness of the Collector’s suspicion. Any depar-
ture from the clear and definite course laid down in the
Act is certain to cause considerable irritation and ill feel-
ing against Government, and it is almost equally certain
to defeat the objects intended as well as to result at
times in positive loss. In proof of this last statement T
am directed to append an account showing a loss in this

particular transaction of Rs. 2,074-0-10, which the Com-"

mittee venture to hope will not be deducted from Cus-
toms revenue or in any other way be taken out of the
public funds, but be recovered from the officer who deci-
ded the under-valuation (vide See. 27 of the Act.)
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From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Coinmerce.
Caleutta, the 21st April, 1875.

[n reply to your letier of the 13th April, I am directed
10 inform you that the instructions given to the Board of
Revenue are, that section 27 of Act VI of 1863 does not
confer on the Collector of Customs a discretionary power
to withdraw from sale at auction any goods taken over un-
der the provisions of that section. The Collector is bound
to cause the goods to bhe sold by public auction to the
highest bidder, and he is not authovised to buy them in
with a view to selling them at a second public auction.

2. With reference to the 4th paragraph of your letter,
I am to represent that the Chamber would seem to have
been aftogethe:‘ misinformed, both .as to the officer con-
cerned, and as to the circumstances of the case, which
hore mo resemblance to the question raised in the pre-
sent correspondence. - The late Officiating Collector of
Customs was not then acting as Secretary to the Board
of Revenue in the Customs Department, and the question
vas, whether the Collector was justified in disposing, by
private sale, of goods taken over under “the Customs Act
instead of putting them up to auction, as required by the
law. There can be no doubt that the law requires goods so
taken over to be put up to auction ; but it may fairly be
contended that when goods are -ordered by the law to be
sold by public auction, it is to be understood that the sale
is subject to the auction conditions wsually in force and
geﬂerall}‘ understood by the public, and that these include
the right of buying in, or withdrawing from sale, goods for
which a fair value may not be offered. The Licutenant-
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Governor. does not concur in this view, but it is evidenily
a view which might be held in perfect good faith by an
officer desirous to keep strictly to the provisions of the Jaw.
The Licutenant-Governor, therefore, though he agrees with
the Committee of the Chamber in their construction of the
law, is unable {0 assent to their opinion that the view they
bave taken is the only construction which could possibly
be placed on such clearly expressed provisions.

3. With regard to your 6th paragraph, 1 am to point
out that section 27 of the Act evidently contemplates it as
possible that cases may ocewr in which the proceeds of
the sale will not exceed the sum paid to the person enter-
ing the goods, together with the duty and chavges thereon.

Alteration in the form of declaration of value
. by Importors.

This matter was brought to the notice of mem-

© bers by cireular a few weeks ago, and requires

no special comment.

From Collector of Customs to Chamber of Commerce.
* Caleutta, 26th January, 1875,

I have the hounor to enclose for the information of the
Chamber of Commerce copy of a Notification requiring
Importers in future to use an amended form of declara-
ration in their bills of entry. The notification has been
published in the Caleutta and Fachange Gazettes.
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NOTIFICATION.
Caleutta, 26k January, 1875,

The attention of all Importers of Goods is called to an
alteration in the form of declaration which, under the ox-
ders of the Chief Customs Authority, must be in future
subscribed to all bills of entry under Section 62, Act VI
of 1863, as follows :— do
“hereby declare that the Goods above specified are of
“the growth, produce or manufacture of
% and are of the value of
“ R, —— —— as entered above.”

Trom Chamber of Commnerce to Collector of Customs.
Caleutta, 6th February, 1875,

The Committec of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to say in reply to your letter No. 186 of 26th ultimo,
that while Section 62 of the Custems Act gives the Chief
Customs Authority power to require Bills of Entry to
be made in such form and containing such particulars as
he may direct, the amended form of declaration, copy of
which you have sent for their information, and for which
they are obliged, should not be inconsistent with the
declaration required by the 26th-Scction, and should
have the addition of the words “2o the best of his knowledgs
and, beligf.”

Lrrom Collector of Customs to Chamber of Commeree,

Cal?utia, 19¢h February, 1875,

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter
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of the Gth instant, and in reply to inform you that I have

_consulted the Government Solicitor on the subject of the

addition proposed by your Committee to the new form of
declaration on Bills of Entry.

2. The Solicitor is of opinion that the proposed addi-
tion is unnecessary, inasmuch as the person signing can
only declare contents “to the best of his knowledge and
belief.” .

3. As the new form therefore has been already publicly .
notified it appears best to make no further change. ’

Custom House Daily Lists of Imports and Exports.

The Committee have at length, but only very
recently, received a reply to their representation
on this subject. The Board of Revenue pro-
poses the appointment of a Committee of mer-
chants interested in the various branches of the
trade-—imports, exports and shipping—to co-operate
with the Collector in preparing a form that would
be generally accepted. The Committee approve
of the suggestion, which might with advantage
have been adopted in the first instance before the
changes, of which members have bcomplained,
were introduced. As the Committee retire from
office immediately, they have thought it better to
leave the selection of representative members to

their successors.
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The Collector has at length, after a lapse of six
months, satisfied himself of the ‘great inaccuracies
in the returns for October last, but not till they
were brought to his notice by the Cowmmittee.
Tresh returns for that month have accordingly
been issued by him.

From Chamber of Commerce to Board of Revenue.
Caleutta, 15th February, 1875.

On the 12th October last the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce communicated their answer to your refor-
ence regarding the alterod forms of daily import and ex-
port lists, but they have not yet had a reply from the Board
of Revenue on the subject : they therefore instruet me to
revert to it and to request the Board will favor them with
a consideration of the matter and such observations as
they may desire to offer.

The Committe on that occasion stated, in reference to
the wishes of the general body of subscribers fo those
publications, they hoped the Board would make no change
in the forms to which merchants had been long accustomed
and which they found to be suficient for their purposes,
and they again beg you will submit this point for the
Board’s special attention.

The first change was made on the 1st October last, and
subsciibers at once expressed their disapproval of an ar-
rangement regarding which they were not asked to signify
their opinion until after it had been carried into offect,
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Notwithstanding the Chamber’s letter of 12th October
ting that disapproval—the change was con-

tinued for several weeks, and on the 18th of last month
a notice by the Collector of Customs was issued that, with
the Board’s approval, the export daily list would be pub-

lished in an amended form from that date : not, however,

in the form desired by subscribers.

That alteration was also introduced—like the change on
1st October—without reference to the Chamber, whose
request for a return to the old forms remains unacknow-
ledged and ignored.

In resubmitting this subject for the attention of the
Board the Committee desire me to notice the frequent er-
rors that ave committed in the daily lists of imports and
exports, the constant occurrence of which largely detracts
from the uscfulness of those trade roturns. Scarcely an
issue appears without. numerous “errata,” the correction
of which involves vexatious labor and amending entries.

And this, inconvenience is not limited to the daily Iists,
but also extends to the monthly publications ; and between
these important, returns it is absolutely impossible fo arrive
ab a conclusion as to which is to be depended upon. As a
single ‘illustration of this I am to refer you to the Month-
1y Guide for October last which states the imports of Grey
Yarn to be 1,684 bales, whilst the daily entries for that
month aggregate 2,082 bales. Here is a discrepancy of
400 bales or 25 per cent. of a {ull average import, and up
to this moment no correetion has been made of so serious
an error.
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From Board of Revenue, L. P., to Chamber of
Commerce.

Fort William, 21st April, 1875.

Your letter of the 15th February was referred to the
Collector of Customs for report by order of Mr. Moncy
before he left the Board, and the correspondence connected
with it has only now come to Mr. Dampier’s knowledge.
He desires me to reply as follows.

2. On receipt of your letter of the 12th of October
objecting to the alteration which had been made in the
{orms of daily import and export lists, Mr. Money made
enquiries in different quarters with a view to ascertain in
what respects the new forms were less acceptable than
the old, the result of which was the alteration which has
been made in the form of export daily list since the 18th
of January.

3. Since the matter has been brought to Mr. Dampier’s
notice, he has also personally made similar enquiries.
TFrom the replies made to these, as well as from the infor-
mation given to his predecessor Mr. Dampier finds that te
revert to the old forms precisely as they were would not
give universal satisfaction to those interested, any more
than the forms now in use can be said to give universal
satisfaction. ~ Some have pronounced an unqualified
preference at any rate for the new form of import list.
Others, while approving generally of a return to the old
forms, have suggested alterations in various details.

4. The fact scems to be that no one form .can be
devised which would he accepted by all classes of those
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interested in the lists7as the best adapted for theirpur-
poses. The arrangement of the detailed information
which would be most convenient for those whose business
consists chiefly in the import or export of goods might not
be the most convenient for the consignees of ships, and
50 on.

5. Although under these circumstances it will obvious--
1y be impossible exactly to suit all, Mr: Dampier desires-
to avail himself of the occasion to revise the forms entire-
ly and to bring the lists into such a shape as would, on
the whole, be most acceptable to the whole body of those
interesied.. He thinks that this can best be done by a
Cemmittee of gentlemen who are familiar with the re--
quirements of the different interests concerned. Should
the Chamber of Commerce concur with him, he would’
ask them to nominate two or three gentlemen who would
give their time and attention (o the matter; in-consul-
tation with the Collector of Customs and one or two others
to be hereafter nominated. The Chamber would probably
think it proper that their nominees should -represent the
different classes of mercantile interests to which these
daily lists may be made vseful.

6. As regards the inaccuracies in thelists, of which:
the Chamber and others have complained, the Collector of
Customs has pointed out the extreme difficulty of avoid--
ing all errors in lists of this sort which cannot be made
up until after business hours ; and which sometimes can-
not be ready for the Press till late at night, although it is
an object to issuc themas early as possible on the following
day. The lists of errate in each day’s list is published
at the foot of the. following day’s issuc. The Collector

13
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however spares no pains to attain' accuracy both in the
daily lists and monthly tables, and it is hoped that they
will be more and more free from crrors as the establish-

ments which have recently been ve-organized hecoms '

more familiar with the work.

It may bhe mentioned hero that the Collector is alse
interested in the form which may be adopted for the
daily lists, as affording materials for other official compi-
lations, and no doubt-the Committec would give due
. weight to this consideration among others.

7. Mr. Dampier regrets that the matter has remained
so long without final settlement, and hopes that the course
which it is proposed to adopt will bring it to a speedy
and satisfactory conclusion. :

Over-payment of duty rofund of which
has been rofusod.

Another reference by a member of the Cham-
ber Lias been made to the Committee against the
action of the Collector of Customs, which tl\éy
thought of sufficient importance to be taken up.
Particulars will be found in the correspondence
at foot. The question was referred by the Go-
vernment for the opinion of the Legal Remem-
brancer, instead of, as is the Committee believe
usual, to the Advocate General. Though the
opinion given by the Government legal adviser
is in favor of the Collector and the Board, the
Committee are still of opinion that the Act
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gives full power to the Customs authorities to
grant the relief sought, and they have, therefore,
addressed the Supreme Government on the sub-
Jjeet.

Chamber of Commerce fo Government of Bengal.
Caleutia, 23rd March, 1875.

The subject of the  representation which the Committee
of the Chamber of Commerce desire me to make has
already been submitted for the consideration of the
Licutenant-Governor, but they request His Ionor’s per-
mission to reopen it; as it not only affects the individual
interests of the parties concerned in this particular in-
stance and may affect the interests of others who may be
similarly circumstanced on some future occasion, but the
question of the right interpretation of a section of the
Customs Law is therein involved.

The case is that of Messrs. Baxlow and Co., merchants
of this City, who imported cortain merchandise and paid
duty on an over-valiation, made in error by their assis-
tant and whose mistake was not discovered by the'ap-
praising officer of Customs, although he had the invoice
and samples for his information and guidance.

Tour days afterwards Messrs. Barlow and Co. detected
the error, and immediately applied for refund of excess
duty, but the Collector disallowed the claim because the
goods had been removed from the Custom House premises,
basing his refusal on the 62nd Section of the Customs Act.
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The Board: of Revenue, on appeal, upheld the Collec-
tor’s order; and 'the Lieutenant-Governor, on a further
appeal and submission of the ruling of those authorities
to His Honor, regretted his inability to amend the orders
that had been passed. .

The Committee of the Chamber respectfully request a
rehearing of the malter, because in {heir judgment the
same Act distinetly provides a remedy which is applicable
to the case under consideration.

It is conceded that, the 62nd Section of the Act allows
00 re-valuation of goods for duty afier they have heen re-
moved from the Custom House ; but as regards under
payment of duty due to Government and over payment
by the merchant there are special provisions for the pro-
%ection of both interests under Sections 185 and 186.

The former declares that—“ When duty or other Cus-
“ toms dues or charges have been short levied through
““inadvertence, error,” or misconstruction on the parb of
“the officers of Customs : or when duty, after having
“been levied has been erroneously refunded, the person
“chargeable with the duty or charge so short levied, or
¢ whom such refund has erroncously been made, shall
¢ pay the deficiency or re-pay the amount paid to him in
¢ excess, on demand being made within six months from
“ the date of the first assessment or making of the refund;
“and it shall be lawful for the officers of Customs to
“ refuse to pass any. goods helonging to such person until
¢ the said deficiency or excess be paid or repaid.”

The latter contains the following— No duty or other
* Gustoms dues or charges which shall have been charged
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“ and paid, and of which, or of a portion of which, re-
“ payment is claimed in consequence of the same having
“been charged or paid under an crroncous construction
“of law, or from other error, shall be returned, unless
“ such claim is made within six months from the date of
“ such payment.”

It appears to the Committee that these 2 sections were
advisedly introduced into the Act for the special purpose
of reciprocal protection—of guarding the public revenue,
on the one hand, against deficiency of duty erroncously
charged and received, and, on the other, of restoring to
the merchant any overpayment of duty made in ervor.

The Committee apprehend “that no other construction
can be placed on the wording of those scctions, and if
their interpretation of the former section in favor of the
Government is admitted their interpretation of the latter
in favor of the merchant cannot be disputed. They contend
that the language employed in both can have no other
meaning than that which they atlach to them, and which
was unquestionably the intent and meaning of the autho~
rities who introduced them into the Act; otherwise with
what object were they embodied ? *

The case under submission completely meets the inten-
tion of the Act, vic., that relief shall be given (within a
specified time) where it ean be legitimately claimed, and
the Committee trust His Honor will, ona review of all
the cireumstances, be pleased to express his concurrence
in the interpretation which they place on the Customs Act
and declare his reversal of previous orders. .
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From Govl. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce,
Cualcutta, 13th April, 1875,

T am direeted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated 23vd March, regarding the proper construction to be
placed upon sections 62 and 186 of the Consolidated Cus-
toms Act VI of 1863, and in reply to forward, for the in-
formation of the Committce of the Chamber of Com-

” No. 833, dated 2nd Apiil, merce, the accompanying copy

7. of a lotter* addrvessed by this

Government to the Superintendent and R brancer

o, 57, dated 7th April, of Legal Affairs on the sub-
w1 ject, together with an extract,
paragraphs 1 to 4 inclusive, from that officer’s replyt

2. Tam to say that, in view of the opinion expressed
by the Legal Remembrancer, the Lieutenant-Governor
is unable to modify the orders already passed rejecting
Messrs. Barlow’s application.

From Government of Bengal to the Superinten-
dent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs.

Caleutia, 2nd April, 1875.

I am dirccted to request, that you will favour the
Licutenani-Governor with an expression of your opinion
upon the true construction of section 62 read with section
186 of Act VI of 1863.

2. A mercantile firm imported certain goods, declared
their value undor scetion 26, and paid the duty accord-
ingly. Some days later, and after the goods had heen
removed from the Custom IHouse, the firm discovered

Al
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that-in the declaration of value the goods had heen over~
valued in consequence of an erroncous description in the
bill of entry; certain cases of coloured velvets, worll
8 annas a yard, having been therein described as silk-
faced velvets, worth Rs. 1-6 per yard. The firm accord-
ingly applied to the Collector of Customs for a refund
of the excess duty crroncously paid. The Collector re-
fused the request, on the ground that as the goods had
been removed from the Custom IHouse no re-valuation
could be allowed under section 62 of the Act. The
Board of Revenue upheld this order.

3. Tt is now-represented by the Chamber of Commerce
that section 186 authorizes the Tepayment of duly or other
charges which have been paid under an erroncous con-
struction of law, or from other error, if the claim be made
within six months. The Chamber consider that this sec-
tion authorizes the restoration to the merchant of any
over-payment of duty made i error.

4. The point, therefore, upon which youwr opinion is
requested is whether or not. the relief given by section 186
is subject or mot to the limitation prescribed by the con-
cluding clause of section 62. In other words, is it open
to. a firm to claim, under section 186, a refund of duty
paid in ervor, when such refund would involve a ré-valua-
tion of goods which were assessed for duty upon the de-
clared value thoreof, such goods having been removed
{rom the Custom House before the claim to refund was
made ?
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Lniract from « letter from the Officiating Superintendent and’

Remembrancer of Legal dffairs, to the Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, Revenue Department, No. 57,
dated Fort William, the Tth April 1875,

Para. 1.—With reference to yowr letter No. 833 of”

the 2nd instant, on the question as to whether or not the
reliel given by section 186 of Act VI of 1863 is subject
to the limitation prescribed by the concluding clause of
scetion 62, 1 have the houor to state as follows :—

2. Tam of opinion that the decisions of the Collector
of Customs and Revenue Board are quite correct.

3. By section 62 no re-valuation of goods is allowed'
after the goods shall have been removed from the Custon:
House, except in cases of “obvious ecrror,” where the
consignee has wundervalued his goods by accident. The
present case is not one of the kind mentioned in section
387, and this is decisive of the question.

4. Section 186 is wmoug the “miscellancous provi-
sions” of the Act. It clearly does not override any spe-
cial procedure laid down in the previous sections, and
must be taken as subject to section 62.

Additional particulars required by the Collector of
Customs in Shipping Bills and Bills of Entry.

The subjoined correspondence shows the actiom
taken by the Committee on the subject of addi-
tional particulars required by the Collector of
Customs in Bills of Entry. Such additions being
in their opinion not only unnecessary for either
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statistical purposes ov for the due preservation
and collection of Government revenue—but also
imposing extra and useless work on merchants,
and in this way impeding "despateh of business,
the Committee have protested against its conti-
nuance. Many of the particulars required, such as
yardage of handkerchiefs, and weight of crockery
and glass-ware, are also contrary to the usagos of
the trade, and importers are unable to render them ;
the returns therefore in maiy instances are given
by mere guess work and are not to be irusted as
a guide for statistical or other purposes.

Cellector of Customs to Chamber of Commerce.
Culeutta, 8th March, 1875,

1 have the honor to forward for the information of the
Chamber copies'of a notice and its accompaniments now
being issued to the mercantile public, under orders of
the Supreme Government, calling upon importers and ex-
porters to furnish from the Ist April next the detailed
particulars therein referred to in their shipping bills and
hills of entry.

CUSTOM HOUSE NOTICE.

Under the orders of Government, motice is hereby
given that on and after the st April next every importer
and exporter of goods will be required to furnish in each
Dill of entry and shipping bill, and in addition -to all infor-
mation now given, full particulars as required by the an-
nexed schedules A and B.

14
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In the case of imports, the annexed amended form of
Bill of entry (C) must be used ; all goods imported or
exported must be accurately described under the headings
-or sub-headings of schedule A ; and all particulars men-
tioned in, the 1st and 2nd columns of that schedule
must be given, thus:—For groy shirtings, in addi-
tion to the number of picces, width, length, and weight
of cloth (now given), thé total number of yards must
‘be stated, for drugs and medicines, in addition to the
value (now given), the weight must be stated, and so on,
in the terms of the schedule.

Further, importers and esporters will be requived to
state, whether the ship is a steamer or a sailing vessel, the
flag it sails under, and whether it has passed, or is intend-
@d to pass, through the Suez Canal. With regard to
:goods free of duty, or lable to fixed duties according to
weight or quantity, or to duties on fixed tariff valuations,
-every importer and exporter must declare the real value of
the goods in accordance with the provisions of scction
26, Act VI, 1868 ; and any misstatement on this point
will render the declarer liable to the penalty prescribed
by section 216 of that Act. In order to avoid any delay
in the transaction of business at the Custom IHouse, and
to ensure correct returns, it will be necessary for every
importer and exporter to present with each-bill of entry
or shipping bill a summary (in forms D or L, hereafter
printed) of the goods composing his consignment, con-
taining only such particulars as are required by schedules
A and B. .

All documents not filled up and presented strictly in
accordance with the foregoing rules will be rejected for
entry through the usual course; and detailed examina-

-
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tion will be made of any goods respecting which the- ne-
cessary information cannot be otherwise ascertained.

It is therefore requested that, to avoid the incon--
venience of such examination, importers will at once
eommunicate these rules to their correspondents; that full!
particulars, as required' by the schedules, may - in:future:
De shewn in the invoices.

Lrom Chamber of Commerce to Collector of Customs:

Caleutta, 29th March, 1875,

I have submitted your letter No.- 397 of the 8th in-
stant to the Committee of tlie Chamber of Commerce, by
whom T am- directed to communicate the following reply.

Itis only a very short time since the forms to be used
at the Custom House were altered at the' request of Go-
vernment and they have nowagain to-be're-altered : these
constant changes are’ not only annoyitig: to merchants,
but, as yow will readily perceive, are real hindrances to the
quick despatch of business, which is an essential point to-
both the importer and: exporter:

The Notice which is appended, with other papers, to
your letter bears date the 17th February, and in the last
paragraph it is requested: that importers will at once com-

te to their cor dents the rules- referred to in
order that {ull particulars of their consignments, as re-
quired by the new forms of schedules, may in future be
shewn in the invoices.

Undor that notice importers are required to furnish the
particulars on- and after the 1st of next month—a condi-
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tion which it is obviously impossible to observe ; for witl

the promptest communication the end of May would be

a more probable date of receipt of invoices filled up accord-
ing to the schedule.

If the siotice had heen published sufficiently early to-

admit of the changes coming into force on the required
date, importers would have had time to communicate with
their correspondents and obtain what is wanted ; but
under existing circumstances it is simply fmpossible to
comply with the orders of Government.

It follows therefore that the ‘enforcement of the provi-
sions of the last paragraph but one will be a most arhi-
trary proceeding, and the Committee of the Chamber
desire to record their most emphatic protest against such
peremptory dealing with the commercial public.

All invoices of piece goods and all bills of entiy do al-
ready contain full information of the goods they profess
to represent and the appraiser at the Custom House has
full power by personal inspection to satisfy himself of the
correctness of such representation.

As the present bills of entry contain all particulars as
to length, width, and weight where necessary, the ques-
ton of the yardage is only a matter of simple multiplica-
tion which the Committee think might just as well be
done by the statistical department, towards the cost, of
which the mercantile community largely, if not, entirely,
contributes. The information the Committee believe is
needed solely for Government, statistics, and the Govern-
ment, they submit, should employ a sufliciently intelligent
department to give them this. information without forcing:
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the merchant to do the work for them’ under threat of
Tejection of his application.

The Committce observe a new column has been intro-
duced,—the “declared real value,” and from theillustrai-
ing form which accompanies, this declared valug is to be
entered in the case of grey and tariffed goods, and not for
Dbleached colored or ad valorem goods. In the case of
these Iatier, the Commitiee fully agree with the implied
orders of Government that it would be simply a repetition,
as the price fixed on the goods by the importer at the
time of entry represents the nett market value, and there
is no need to burden bills of entry with duplicate entries.
Grey and tariffed goods however stand on a very differ-
ent footing. The {rade in them is far laxger, and the
object in placing them on a tariff scale was evidently to
avoid the constant disputes and delays that now take
place in settling the price of the ad valorem goods, and
still 1o give Government the same rate of duty in the long
run on the one as they obtain on the others. The rate has
therefore been fixed on the same principle on. which the
price at the place of production is quoted, viz., value
per Ib. If this value be faken and duty be calculated
thereon the Government declare that their Tequirements
will be fully satisfied, and the reason of the introduction
of {his new element is inexplicable to the Committee except
on the grounds of comparison and of satisties. If for the
former the results will be misleading, for grey goods are
imported and Beld for months, forming in this respect a
strong contrast to bleached and colored goods, which are
only in demand for a short time and ave generally imported
shortly before and not, as arule, held over. If the informa-
tion is wanted for statistical purposes the Commitiee sub-
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mit that the invoice cost is the fairest entry to be made, av
it can be at once checked by the appraiser who passes the
goods and is a more convenient form for the returns of trade
and navigation which are-kept in English currency. The
price at the time of entry is no guide to the price which may
be realized al the time of sale six months subsequently.
In bleached goods, &e., the entry value is very nearly
identical with the selling price and the one is a fair ap-
proxjmation‘to the other. One other point however the
Committee must press strongly on the Government, and
which is that as the preservation and due collection of the
Government revenue is not in the slightest degree affected
Dby the return in this column, the figures that may be
there given by importers are to be accepted without ques-
tion and are not to form the subject of dispute hetween
the importer and the Government officials of the Custom.
THouse, or {o be used as a cause of delay in passing the
goods through the usual channels ; and further they must
not he published.

With regard to the character of a vessel—whether a
steamer or sailing ship—its flag, ports of departure and
destination, all these particulars are already recorded at
dates of entry for discharging and loading and at time of
clearance ; and the object of calling for these details in the
notice is hardly perceptible.

It matters litile to a casual importer-or exporter whether
the steamer or vessel by which he receives or ships his
goods goes through the Suez Canal or touches at St. Helena
or the Cape on her way home ; what solely concerns him
is whether his goods reach their destination in good order
and in good time. These further particulars concern the
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ship and the commander and should be furnished by him at
time of entry or clearance. No conceivable object is to be
gained by haviig these details repeated in every.bill of entry
for the whole outward and inward trade of the Port.

Acopy of this letter is sent to the Chambers of Com-
merce of Manchester, Bombay, and Madras.

Trom Collecior of Customs to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 15th April, 1875.

T have the honer to acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated 29th ultimo rcceived on 31st March on the sub-

ject of the motice, schedules and forms forwarded to

you on the 8th. My reply has been delayed till now
that I might have an’ opportunity of watching the work-
ing of the innovation.

9. T have now to observe with reference to the 2nd
para of your letter that (with the exception of a change
regarding a cortain class of goods which was never made
compulsory and has been adopted by only about 10 or 12
firms) alteration has only been made previously in one of
the forms in use at the Custom House and that (in the
amended form of declaration) was made not ‘at the re-
quest of Glovernment as stated by you, but by order of
the Member in charge of Customs, Board of Revenue.

3. I quite admit that an alteration in the form of
documents used at the Custom House may occasionally

cause fnconvenience to merchants who have a large stock

of old forms and every effort is made to mitigate such
incofvenience by allowing them to use up the old forms
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after the necessary alteration has been made ; but if the
new form be promptly adopted, it is not clear how its
introduction proves, as stated in your letter, “a real
hindrance to the quick despatch of business.”

4. With respect to paras: 3 to 6 of your letter T
have to state that the notice was issued as soon as possible
after receipt of the Grovernment orders. I am aware how-
ever that the time allowed to merchants for communica-
tions with their correspondents was short, and for that
reason I had previously given instruction to relax the
rules, as far as is consistent with obtaining a reasonably
correel estimate of the required particulars until sufficient
opportunity had been given to comply with the require-
ments of Government and that this period would: extend
till the end of May. N

5. With regard to the 7th and 8th paras of your letter
I have to point out that the schedules forwarded with the
notice show that certain particulars ave required which are
not usually given in invoices, and to inform you that the
Government orders on the subject direct that such parti-
culars are to be filled in by importers and shippers ; it is
not open tome therefore to discuss the question whether
or not the Customs Statistical Department should supply
those details and these remarks will apply fo your paras.
10. 11.

6. The 9th para: of your letter discusses the reasons
for the introduction of the new column in the Bill of
Entry, and with reference to.this I would observe that
it is obviously the wishof Government to oblain correct
statistics of the real value of merchandize imported and
exported. These could not be obtained were the fixed

- A
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Tariff values only - to be declared ; for, as your Committee

must be aware, there are frequently very considexable .

differences between the Tariff and the market values.

7. It will also, I have no doubt, be evident to your
Committee that the same objection applies to the declara-
tion of invoice valucs which are sometimes below, and
sometimes above the market rate on the day of importa-
tion.

8. To adopt the suggestion of the Committee and allow
merchants to declare in the new column any value they
choose, without fear of question, would simply be to ren-~
der the record of so called real values worthless. The
suggestion is directly opposed to both the letter *and the
spirit of Section 26 of Act. VI. of 1863, which invests
the Collector with special powers to enable him to estab-
Jish the correctness of such values and with reference to
the last clause of the para: under notice I beg to state
that it is not my intention to publish the values declared
in the column for real value.

9, As far as the experience of the first fortnight goes
the introduction of the new sysiem has been attended with
less friction than might reasonably have been expected.
This shews that the mercantile community generally have
recognised the object of, and responded to the Govern-
ment, requirements, a fact which I am glad to. have the
opportunity to acknowledge.

Survey of the River Hooghly.

The accompanying reply from the Government
of Bengal announces that the Committec’s former
15

[T T




114

and subsequent recommendation that the river
survey should be made by means of steamers
instead of by the slow.and useless sailing vessels
hitherto employed has been favorably considered,
and the desirable change in this respect will pro-
bably be introduced, and survey operations con-
ducted with greater facilities than are possible
under the present system.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 30th January, 1875.

1 am. directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter dated the 1st October 1874, regarding the survey-
ing service of the River Hooghly, and in reply to say that

a scheme proposed by the Master Attendant and the River

Surveyor, for substituting steamers for the present sail-
ing vessels of the River Survey Department, has been

bmitted by this Gov t, for the favorable consider-
ation of the Government of India.

Holidays to be observed at tho Small Cause Court.

The Mahomedan employés and suitors in the
Court of Small Causes having petitioned the
Licutenant-Governor for the closing of the Court
on certain festivals and holidays observed by their
seetion of the communily, His Ilonor was
pleased to refer the subject for the opinion of
your Committee, who concurred in the proposal
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to allow 8 days, providéd a week was deducted
from the 30 days already allowed at the Doorga
Poojah vacation.

The Mahomedans are undoubtedly entitled to
some concession in this respect, and the Com-
mittee believe the proposal will satisfy the parties
interested in the movement.

The Committee have 'since learnt from the
newspapers that the Mahomedans arc to have
their holiday but that an equal deduction is to be

.made from the Doorgq, Poojah.

Tho Morchant Shipping Act.

This subject was referred to in the President’s
address at the general meeting in January as
having engaged the Committee’s attention during
the last half-year: and the following are their
suggestions regarding some of the amendments
proposed by the Government of Bengal.

The Chamber’s letters referred to in the follow-
ing paragraphs are contained in previous reports

and are not therefore reprinted here.

The Bill as amended became Act 1V of 1875,
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I—For the amendment of Section 71, Act I of 1859, so as
to enable the Shipping Muster of a port to insist, not only,
as at present, that sufficient provisions, water, and medi-
cines are shipped, but also that there shall be a proper
supply- of boats, lights, and marine stores generally on
board.

The Commitice are of opinion that there should be some
legislative enaciment defining the quantity to be estimated
according to strength of crew and passengers, length of
voyage, and other attendant circumstances, and that in-
stead of leaving the interpretation of syficient stores to
the caprice or judgment of the Shipping Master alone, it
would be desirable that the local Government should no-
minate a~ Standing Committee to decide in -each case
according to its merits. .

IL—For the. amendment of Section 13, Aot I of 1859, to
compel every ship to carry properly certificated officers
(masters, mates, and engineers.)

This question was fully reported upon in the Chamber’s
letter to Government of 24th July 1872, which is here
reproduced for reference : and the only additional provision
now recommended is that any coasting vessel of over 200
tons carrying passengers should have at least one officer
holding a master’s certificate.

IIT—To empower by law the Shipping Master or other
authorized officers at ports to refuse discharges of sea-
men, and to require owners and masters of vessels coming
out with the intention of remaining in this country to
provide a return passage for their seamen discharged here,
or Lo make a deposit on their account.

On this paragraph the opinion of the Chamber is not
called for.

=
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AV.—To provide that when @ sewman convicted of desertion
13 left behind in prison, the master of the vessel shall be
bound to deposit his wages and gffects in the Shipping -
Office, the Skipping Master having power to settle the
master’s claim. Also, that masters shall be bound te
report desertions within 48 howrs, cven if the man is not
caught, on pain of having to deposit money for his
passage home.

Assuming that this provision applies only to European
or foreign seamen, and that it is not intended to be enforced
in the case of lascars, the Chamber approves of the
proposal.

V.—To compel British vessels of all kinds to take distressed
seamen, and lascars from one Indian port to another, at
rates to be fived by athority.

The Chamber is of opinion that while British vessels
should be compélled to convey distressed seamen and las-
cars they should be fully remunerated for such service.

VI—To enlarge the constitution of Courts of Inquiry, and
to define the power of Government to detain vessels in
cases of collision. .

The following letter addressed to the Government of
Bengal, dated 30th October 1872, cxpressed the Cham-
ber’s views on this subject, and the Committee have no
further suggestions to offer.

VII—To ¢ffect the following amendment ‘of At XV. of
1868 :—

1st.—To enable « Board or Court of Inquiry appointed by
the. Government, instead. of the Admiralty Cowrt, to try
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complaints involving loss of certijicate for incompetency,
when the certificate was given by the Board of Trade.

2nd.—To give power to the Government to enquive into
wrecks of foreign vessels occurring on Indian shores.

3rd.—To give power to a local Government, other than that
having jurisdiction in the place where a casualty occurs,
to investigate if requested to do so.

4th—Comparing Sections 4 and 5 of Aot XV of 1868, to
define the authority to whom a certificate, if suspended,
should be given up : to the Court of Inquiry or to Go-
vernment ?

5th.—To define the mode of recovery of penalties imposed on
a master under Section 9.

6th.— To define what amounts to the * gross misconduct” re-
. ferred to in the Act.

Tth.—To empower the Court to enforce the production of the
ship’s log by the master.

8th.—To clear up doubts as vegards the velative jurisdiction
of Government and the Admiralty Court.

1. Sections 4 to 11 Chapter 2 of the Bill to amend the
Act of 1859, propose to give this power to a Court ap-
pointed by Government, but the Committee of the Cham-
ber are strongly of opinion that it should be retained sole~
ly by the Admiralty Court. The cancelling or suspending
an officer’s certificate involves the deprivation of the
means of earning his bread for the period assigned, and

“the proceedings of Mofussil magistrates ave not of such a
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ard as to inspire or make it desirable that
they should be invested with larger powers than they al-
ready possess.

2. Sections 3 and 4 of the same chapter provide for
making investigations in cases of wreck, &e., but the Com-
mittee of the Chamber are of opinion—as already express-
ed in their letier of 30th October 1872, above recorded—
that any local enquiry should he preliminary and subject
to a final inquiry by a duly constituted court.

3. Provided the inquiry is preliminary, as above, there
is no objection to this amendment.

4.—The Committee contend that the Admiralty Court
alone should have the power of suspending a certificate,
and they are therefore of opinion that the custody of the
certificate should rest with it.

5.—The recovery of penalties should be made by usual
process of law, by prosecution before a magistrate.

6.—Tt is not easy to decide this question : other offences
besides the obvious ones of drunkenness and tyranny may
constitute ¢ gross misconduct,” and if omitted in the sche-
dule some actions clearly of gross” misconduct might go

punished in of such omission. It there-
fore secms to the Committee expedient to omit the defini-
tions in the Act, and to let each case stand on its own
merits and be judged of by swrounding circumstances.

T

7. The compulsory production of a ship’s log should
be a necessary provision of the law.
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8. The Committee are of opinion that the power and
jurisdiction - of Government should be confined in case of
loss or casualty to the preliminary inquiry, and the Admi-
ralty Court to have the final disposal of the investigation.
VIII.—To ensure a proper swrvey of ships.

TUpon this point the Committee of the Chamber address-
ed the Government of Bengal at considerable length in
their letter dated 5th November 1873. That communica~
tion does not appear in the “ Collection of Papers relative to
the Amendment of the Mercantile Marine Law of India,”
it is therefore here given.

JX.~—To vest the Shipping Master with the powers of a-Ma-
gistrate to enable him to deal with seamen’s cuses.

The Committec are of opinion that the Shipping Master
with his duties as Collector of Customs has a sufficient
demand upon his time and attention without being weight-
ed with the powers of a Magistrate-and they see no reason
for investing him therewith.

X.—To enforce the compulsory invaliding . of scamen found
on arrival to be suffering from contagious diseases.

This appears a judicious proposal, assuming that the in-
validing is recommended by medical authority : but there
is no provision suggested as to the disposal of the seamen
so invalided.

XI.—To refuse clearances to overloaded sicamers.

The Commiltee are unable to concur in this recommend-
ation of Government, if the refusal to grant clearance

4
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at the option of the Collector, who can have no practical
knowledge of the matter, which is rather one of unsea-
worthiness and is dealt with on the Chamber’s letter of
5th November 1873, above.

XIT—To enjorce the provision of more accommodation for
seamen than is allowed by Section 70 of Act I of 1859.

The Committee are of opinion that it is not in the capa-
city of any local Government to amend the provisions
made by the Board of Trade as regards British ships.
Tudian vessels however might be dealt with, and probably
10 superficial or 60 cubic feet would be found ample ac-
commodation.

XIIT—To dejine move precisely the powers of a Shipping
Master o1 his deputies in regard. to the inspection of ships.

These powers should undoubtedly be more precisely de-
fined ; and as far as regards inspection of accommodation
and provisions the Shipping Master should have them,

- but upon points of seaworthiness the Committec are of
opinion—as expressed in their letter of 5th November
1873—that the duty should be discharged by the Port
Commissioners.

The last point to notice is the proposal of the Govern-
ment of Bombay that the State should not be burdened
with the cost of providing passages for shipwrecked passen-
vers, and the Committee are of opinion that the atiend-
ant expenses should fall on the owners or hirers of the
vessels concerned.
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Tooghly Bridge Tolls.

A deputation waited on His Excellency the
Viceroy and presented the following address. The
matter was fully discussed, but beyond an assur-
ance that the Government was cognizant of the
undue incidence of the tolls, and a promise that
the question would be carefully considered when
they had more experience in the working of the
bridge, His Excellency was unable to give any
more definite reply at the time.

Caleutta, 15th March, 1875.
To His Excellency
The Right Hon'ble Thomas George Baring,
Baron Northbrook, of Stratton, ¢. m. s. 1.,
Viceroy and Governor General of India.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

We feel it to be our duty to represent for your Lord-

ship’s consideration the injurious effects upon trade, and
upon the community at large, of the legislative enactment
known as the Hooghly Bridge Act.

Towr years ago a Bill was introduced in the Legislative
Council of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal for the
construction of a Dridge across the Hooghly between Cal-~
cutta and Howral; and, after various amendments, it
became Act IX. of 1871, having received the assent of
the Licutenant-Governor on the 8rd June of that year
and of the Governor General of India on the 17th of the

A
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same month,  The construction of the Bridge was there-
upon commenced, and in October last the long projected
scheme was successfully accomplished.

On the 22nd December, the following advertisement
was published :—

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY,
HOOGHLY BRIDGE TOLLS.

The public ave informed that on and from 1st January
1875, the rutes for Goods of all kinds (including Coal and
other Minerals) booked to and jfrom Caleutta and Howruh
Stations will be one Rupce per hundred maunds ligher than
those hitherto charged, that being the toll payable for the

» Hooghly Bridge under Act of Bengal Legislative Council.

As soon as satisfactory arrangements ave made for the
working of the Bridge, the Caleutta Station at Armenion
Ghét will be closed.  Of this due notice will be given.

OECIL STEPHENSON.
Caleutta, 21st December, 1874.

The advertisement was in conformity with the 4th Sec-
tion of the Act, which provides as follows :—

¢ Towards meeting the charges incurred in the construc--
tion and maintenance of the said bridge and approaches the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal may levy, or cause o be le-
vied, from the date of the opening of the suid bridge for
tragic, the following fees on goods and passingers éorlveyed
on the Railway of the Iast Indian Railway Company into
and from the station at Howrah, viz—

On every maund of goods v 2 ple.
On every passenger e 8y,
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Provided that the said Licutenant-Governor may atany tme
lower the said fees, and may also exempt any goods or any
passengers from paymend of the said fees.”

On the appearance of the above advertisement, the re-
presentatives of Coal and Steamer Companies separately
represented to ‘the Lientenant-Governor the pernicious
effects, on their industries, of a tax which must fall, with
exceptional severity, on a low priced article like coal, and
they applied for its exemption from the tax. But the
applications were unsuccessful, His Honor being of opi-
nion that the fees leviable under the Act were indispen-
sable for the purposes of the Bridge, and that under exist-
ing cireumstances no" proposal for revising the law could
he entertained. The correspondence is hereto annexed~
for Your Excellency’s information:

The wnfavorable result of the applications to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor compels us to appeal to Youwr Excellency
for a reconsideration of some of the provisions of the Bill.

When the Bill was considered in the Council of the
Lieutenant-Governor on the 15th April 1871, His Honov
the President proposed the Section above quoted, declar-

“ing its adoption to be essential to obtaining for the Go-
vernment of India some collateral security, beyond the
ordinary tolls; for the funds they were willing to advance
for constructing the Bridge, and although the Select Com-
mittee of the Council, the Port Commissioners, and the
Chamber of Commerce, oxpressed opinions adverse to that
provision of the Bill, the Section was placed before the
Council as an indispensable condition for the pr ti
of the work.

Al
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The Section was strennously opposed bj' the Commer-
cial Members of the Council, who contended that the prin-
ciple upon which it was based was utterly unjustifiable,
unheard of in legislation, and opposed to all legitimate
principles of taxation ; and that to levy a uniform charge
on weight irrespective and regardless of value, and that
too on merchandise which derived no conceivable advan-
tage from the proposed scheme, was doing violence to

* common justice and equity.

A motion was made to omit that, obnoxious section from
the Bill, and the Council divided, with the following
result :—DMessrs. Robinson, Schalch, Wordie and Wy-
man supporting it; Baboo Digumber Mitter, Moulvie
Abdool Luteef, Mr. Bayley and Mr. Thompson,—Secre~
taries to Government—the Advocate General, and the
Presiclent opposing the motion, which was consequently
negatived by almost purely official votes.

‘We now proceed o place before Your Excellency the
objections to which, in our judgment, the section of the
Bill is open.

The trade of this city is conducted by various channels :
viz., railways, steamers, and numberless country boats ;
and while we reccive and despatch enormous quantitics of
country produce and imported ‘merchandise by the Bast
Indian Railway from and to the districts traversed by
that line, we are supplied by the Bastern Bengal Railway,
by steamers, and native hoats, with the staple produce of
the Eastern Districts of Bengal, of Assam, Sylhet, and.
Cachar, and by the same agency we meeb the ‘require-
ments of those places.
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Admitting that the bridge is a local, and not an impe-
rial, requivement, and that the outlay should be defrayed
from local, and not imperial, means, it follows that the
burden of the charge should reasonably fall on all and
not a portion only of the commercial interests advantaged
thereby, and there is no reason why merchandise conveyed
by the East Indian Railway should alone be singled out
for taxation.

The objection which we next bring to Your Excellency’s
notice is the faulty application of the tax for covering the
cost of the Hooghly Bridge.

To levy a wniform rate on articles of great bulk and
small value and on articles of small bulk and great value
is, we submit, a procedure opposed to all accepted princi-
ples of taxation ; and not only so, but the tax falls indis-
criminately on merchandise which needs the aid of a
bridge and may utilise that accommodation, as well as on
merchandise which not only does not require or use it,
but the transport of which to its ultimate destination is of
necessity dependent on other means of conveyance.

We have prepared for Yowr Excellency’s reference a
statement exhibiting the upward and downward traffic of
the East Indian Railway for the year ended 31st Decem-
ber 1874 ; we solicit a consideration of its contents; and
are persuaded that the levy of fees as authorised by the
Act will strikingly illustrate the unequal incidence of
taxation on the various classes of goods which are to con-
tribute towards the charges of the Bridge.

a
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Dealing with the downward traffic only,
amounting to . maunds  147,69,474
the fees, at 1 Rupee per 100 maunds would

come to «o Rs. 147,694
and of that sum coal, valued at 25 lacs,

would pay weyy 85,071
and all other articles valned ai 1,200 lacs

would contribute

., 62,623,

Or in other words a single article the value of which is

onefiftieth part of the value of all pays nearly fifty-seven
per cent of all the fees.

Again, if coal—the cheapest article—is compared with
opium,—the dearest article—the position of the former is
still more remarkably exemplified, the values respectively
being 25 lacs and 556 lacs, and the fees payable being
Rs. 85,071 by the former and Rs. 1,710 by the latter, or al
the rate, on those values, of Rs. 3,400 per lac of coal
and 3 rupees per lac of opium.

So also with the values of coal, tea and silk ; averaging
25 lacs cach, the first pays 57 per cent, the second +% per
cent, and the third 5 per cent, of the fees: coal contri~
buting 185 times as much as tea, and more than 1,000
times as much as silk.

We submit to your Excellency that the maintenance
of a tariff so unequal and anomalous cannot fail to be
injurious to commercial interests.

Adverting to the pledge given by His Honor the Pre-
sident, in his speech in Council on 13th May 1871, that
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if a sufficient sum could be raised by direct tolls on the
bridge under Section 8, which should be taken as the pri-
mary and first source of supply, the terminal charge
leviable under Section 4 should be taken as a secondary
source of supply,—we are prepared to state that a large
portion of the annual charge, estimated by Sir Richard
Temple at £25,000, will be realised by divect pontage ;
for during the first week of last January the sum of 2,000
Rupees was collected from passengers and vehicles, equal
to about one lac for 12 months ; and this source of reve-
nue will, in all probability, increase; merchandise, too,
will largely contribute ; and, supplemented by the offer
by the Bast Indian Railway Company of £15,000 per
annum—which we may fairly assume was made with the
view to protect their traffic from any diminution in con-
sequence of the terminal charge—the aggregate receipts
from these sources will amply sufice to discharge all
required expenditure.

We trust that Your Excollency, taking into consider-
ation the facts and arguments herein stated, will see fit
to remove the terminal charge entirely, or if some charge
be found necessary for the security of Government to
adapt it to the respective values of all articles of traffic.

R

A

e

Upward Traffic, East- Indian Railway for the year 1874.

o
i | Gnmuscanmmnennyen
.93 | sruzkesbagssanyesse|s
D43 E ~ B AnDa N R -
P—(E“_‘ . >
8
cEomopnOioToBARiiioe
2 9B FRHBRS 2 = &
£, | 52RGIRBEZRAZISRIARZ|E
) 3
g8 grvaga =g
= _ -
soscdscositea
;s | 2RE2283335FEREAY232 18
s 8 2,09, 10RO )
g e ZSR2ENESE |8
S8 £a RERIERBREEESER | &
3ol I 000 65 0 68 S O o = G O 3
£E S-agdedgati g g
o [} -
P ey
. | serzszEssensy
2% HEESEREERSATBRERRAS | 8
. G S e 00 S I 0 4 00 6363 O3 A €O 2
2% | HIReIngdEEaag NeERy |2
.8 of eSS ~ g
= =3 = &
S g
[P ———
34 | E283E388sEdnagads |T
g | BEEIRILSELELERBRAAT 1B
BT e 03 ES 68 OIS ot ey <
HE E°RBRE "G A
o+ -3
o -
2E 4 8
BEE - s
=it 2
o
: e
adg | EgEndis sl
SEE | IRSEE (8 883 1
oed o~ ) ol |5
SR R |8
G

-}
o £
. g .8
el i : EER
3
LHEE 88 n n
SER =& = © =2
238 Ea £ 8
o 3 IS B
R =3
EECEsy 5 a2t o~ 4%
SECES . ¥ 2R F..m8
EREEE R a:,ggg
SHEEHpy OF PR
fRg8SES sk EoHET
fRebbrEag9dnus gEg R
EEaBbEse e aARE S AR
EODOOBC EREG RuEHEE A
17




2% ¥
-
. u S -
TE g H &
w 'S E o K
b= =1 > .
20 3 M
Z 2 2
i B2 =
g ¢8E T : .
g sag O
] w D E =
5 =
.2 g B
- 3 o .2
- B g Rs,G
w L B8
= 588
=
= [
] .Wm =9
121 s = #
> S &
o m R
5.8
58
228
BH e,
= g
[
» .
’ A .in\w)u b 4
RS ‘ R RS
T ;
00T | P6OLFT | 0STPIFETT| esp'60’ti'T| fLpet'e | mo'el | foos'Lae | v TR < )
) 196501 089%30T | geLile [Fad 6L3°e8 SNOVULIAOSTIY
- 09% 656CF 9891 298 P25l s wg
- 148 20168 foz1'e 61 wr'e egng
—_ 28 €61 %00¢ {008 e s
a1 910°G5 S9'T0%%8 | . €BL08 . 5pads
6 iser'e TE8I0HE 089gT | anadypey
Ju OTLT Is60LT | §6959 Fooz's watdg
§— L ZEL6L 106 61T [0
< T 286 L0BEE‘T g1e’w $05°T 11ogs pre oAp-ouy
b} wl Jooe 110°0€ 20T | §199 oBpug
i€ eLe9e’s | L09%6T | LTT - * Septg
ot | {21eT <0g 9z 18T | §8Lp'ee | L © sureny
H 0eLt 3880882 6e0lel T | sm | ¢ e R
Le 1L0°e8 - | 0G7'¢695 911‘20°e8 | §22611°€ | §2 a6 | . 100D
'599] 3O . - . . SO, s
ofouan | A | cmedwr | spuunm | SIOL gty | asory
g 3 50T 1T w0, 0%, of, o,

P81 ok oy wof fiooquoyy wpypu VT ‘lfosy, panaumo




APPENDIX.

b : ’ . A ;
¢ e ' v - T %
N S A~ -




FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.

‘Statement of the Funds of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce

from 1st November 1874 to 30th April 1875.
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Poxrr or Carcurrs, adopted at
a Special General Meeting of the Bengal Chauiber of Commerce,
held on the 12¢h February 1872, with effect from 1st September
1872, except as regards the measuroment of Cotbon, Hemp, Jute,
Jute Cuttings, Rhea, Safffower, and other articles similarly
packed, which, under the Chamber’s Resolution of 14th June
1872 had effect from 1st July 1873.

ARTICLES.

Cubic
Cwt. per

feet
Ton Nett. per Ton.

Aloes, in bags and boxes
Alum, in ditto

Aniseed, in bags
>:9<83 in cases
Arsenice, i in vpmw or cases

Brimstone -

Bullion

‘ake-lac, in bags
Camphor, in cases
Cardamorns, i robins
boxes

”
Chssia, in boxes
bags
Castor Seed
Chillies, (dry) in bags
China Root, in bags
2 boxes
Chiretta
Churrah
Cigars
Cloves, in bags
s boxes
Coals
Cochineal
Coffec, in bags
5 casks

|
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ARTICLES.

Ciwt, per
Ton Nett.

Coral, rough P
Coir, loosc and unscrewed ...
Copras, or Cocoanut Kernel ...
Coriander Seed
otton
Cowries
Cunamin Seed

5
Cutoh, in bags
Dates, vlvet
5 dry .
Dholl v
Elephants’ Tecth in bulk ...
Furniture
Garlic and Onions
Gmger
Gram
Gums, in cases
('mmy Bags and Gunny Cloth
Gunjah

Black

cmp
Hides, Buffalo, or Cow, cured
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Horns, Cow, Buflalo, or Deer
Tndia R\\\)bcr, in bags .
in cases

Indigo
Iron

Jute Cuttings
Tac Dye

Machinery
Metals
Dlathie Seed
Mirabolams
Molasses
Mother o’Pear], in bags
» chests
Munject
Mustard or Rape Sced .
Nigor Seed
Nutegs, in cases or casks ...

)

}

Py

-

Gt por | Guble

Ton Nett. : per Ton.

ARTICLES.
Nux Vomica
Oats o
Oil, in cases
5 casks
Opium

Paddy
Palmatine, in bags
eas
Pepper, Long
ack

Pladks and Deals
Poppy Seed
Pucchucx.

er' Silk, in bales
Rattans for dunnage
Red Wood, ditto
Rhcx

Ropc in coils
» Lines and T\\mcs in bundles

TRum, in casks

Safflower *

Sego, in cases

Sal-amoniac, in bags

oxes

»
Snltpeh'e

Sap'm Wood for dunnage ...
Sealing Wax, in cases
Seed-la, in cases

v bugs

Sen:
Shellé, rough, in bags
Sholldac, in cases = - ..

bags
Silk Chussum -
5 Waste
Silk Piece Goods
Skins
Soap, country, in cases
» ags

bar
Stick Lac, in cses
» bags

|

16
16

"4 hhds.
per chiest
16

50
15
20 .
w
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N Cwt. per
ARTICLES. Ton Nett,

Sugar
Tallow, in cases or casks
Tale .
Tamarinds, in cases or casks, .
Tapioca
Tea
Teel Seed
Timber, round .
s, squared
Tincal
Tobacco, in bales
Tortoise Shells, in chests ...
Turmeric
Wheat .
Wool

1. Goods in Casks or Oases to be calculated gross weiglt
when paying freight by weight ; and where freight is made payable
on measurement, the measurement be taken on the Custom House
wharf, or other shipping wharf within a radius of 5 miles from
the Custom Houso, except in the case of Cotton, the meagurement
of which shall be taken at the Screw-house.

2. Measurement to be taken at largest part of the bale,—inside

the lashing on one side and outside on the other.

3. Jute, Jute-cuttings, Hemp, Cotton, Safflower, and other ar-
ticles similarly packed, are screwed in bales varying from 300 to
400 1bs.

4. Tho term © dead weight” shall bo understood to mean tho

following articles :—Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Dholl,
Peas, Linsced, Rapeseed and all Metals,” "«

H., W. I. WOOD,

Secretary.

vii .
SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES, »

Revised and adopted by « Speciol General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce held on the 1Sth June 1861,—with effect from
15t January 1862. o

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Ctold

Dust or Coin ... ... 1 per cent.

2. On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo,

Raw Silk, Silk Piece Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-
cious Stomes, or Jewellery ... o,
3. On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
the Agent ... b N
4. On the sale or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all cases to be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-
chases upon both cost and charges 8 »
5. On returns for Consignments if made in produce ...

6. On retwrns of Consighments if in Bills, Bullion, or
Treasure e 1 0
7. On ing Bills against Consij el "
8. On the sale or purchase of Ships, Factories, Houses,
Lands, and all property of a like desoription ... 25

9. On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro-
perly of any description referred to Agency for
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn ; and on goods
consigned for conditional delivery to others and
so delivered, on invoice amountat 2s. per rupee. half com.

30. On muking advances or procuring loans of money
for commercial purposes, when the aggregate
commission does not exceed 5 per cent ... 2} per cent,

11, On ordering, or xeceiving and délivering goods, or
superintending the fulfilment of contrasts, or on
the shipment of goods, where no other Commis-

w

sion is derived o




viii

On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements,
and on L security for inis ion of
_Estates, or to Government for the disbursement
of public money
On del-creders or gnaranteeing the due realization of

sales L 2h
On the management of Estates for Executors or

Administrators e 2}
On chartering ships or engaging tonnage for con-
stituents for vessels to proceed to, outports for
loading .
On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabin passengers, . on the
amount of passage money, whether the same
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ... 2%

2%

On procuring freight for a'ship by a shipping order
or charter, or on procuring employment for a
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon
the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive 5
On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon
the gross amount of carnings.. e b
On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or
elsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money
forrank and file o 2F
On realising inward freight, inward troop, Emigrant,
or Cabin passage money o 2%
On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con-
cerned on the declared value of all such goods
as may be re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold 1
if Opiura, Indigo, Raw 8ilk, or Silk Picce Goods.,. 2}
Tt Treasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery l_

w2} percent.

22.

30.
31.

I
I

ix
On eflecting Insurances, whether on lives or pro-
perty .
On settling Insurance claims, losses, and averages
of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre-

3 per cent,

mivm e 2}
On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating Bills

of Bxchange ... w1
On debts or othor claims when a process ab law or

arbitration is incurred in claiming them . 2F
Or if recovered by such means ... B
On Bills of Exchange retwned dishonored w1
On collecting House Rent . 2
On ship’s Disbwsements e 2
On realising Bottomry Bonds, ox negotiating any

loan on respondentic .2k
On granting Letters of Credit ... w1

On sale or purchase of Government Securities and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every
exchange or transfer not by purchase from one
class to another

On delivering up Government Securities and Bank
or other Joint Stock Shares, on the market value

On all amounts dehited and eredited within the year
(less the balance brought forward) upon which
no Commission amounting to 5 per cent, bas
beeh charged ..

2%~ Brokerage when paid is to be separately charged.

. W. 1. WOO0D,

Seorstary,

e




MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Agelasto A, and Co.

Apear and C

Argenti, Sebilizzi and Co.

Ashburner and Co.

‘Anderson, Wright and C

Daltows 1. O, Agent, Oricntal Bark
orporation

Barlow and Co.

Begg, Dunlop and Co.

Bloch, 3., Off

D’ Escompte de Paris.

Borraduile, Behilier and Co.

Buskin, E. G.

Calder, G. L., Offy. 4 gent of the Bastern
Bengal Raihiay Company.

Carlisles Nephews and Co.

Cochrane, S. Manager, Agra Bank,

imited.
Colvin, Cowic and Clo.
Crooks, Rome and Co.
* Cox, Hemry S.

Cohn Brothers and Co.

DeSouza, Thos. and Co.

Duncan Brothers and Co.

Drarkanath Dutt and Co.

Tde and Hobson.

Trnsthausen and Oesterley.

Twing and Co.

Elliott, John and Co.

B, 1. D.

Yerguston, J. H, and Co.

Finlay, Muir and Co.

Gisborne and Co.

€raf and Banzigor.

Graham and Co,

Grindlay and Co.

Gubbay, Elias 8.

Henderson, George and Co,

Heilgers, -

Houre,

Huber a

Jardine, Kdamer nd Co.

Kettlewell, Bullen and Co.

Klly and Co

Ker, Dods and Co,

Kery, Tarruck and Co.

Lamuuroux and Co.

Tongmuir, T. Manager, Delki and
Lindon Bank, Limited. -

7. Manager, Comptoir

Lovell, H. P., Supdt.,
Navi ation C'ompam/

Mackillican, J. and Co.

Macallistor, R. and Co.

Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co.

Mackenzic, Lyall and Co.

Macneill and Co.

Macknight, Anderson and Co.

Moran, W. and Co.

Manockjeo Rustomjee.

Morviss, 1., Ageni, Hong-Kong and
Shanghai Banking Corporation.

Pearce, Macrac and Co.

Petrocochino Brothers.

Prawnkissen Law and Co.

Ralli Brothers,

Ralli and Mavrojani.

Reinhold and Co.

Robert and Charriol.

entiers and

Robiuson, S. H.

TReid, J. I LA gent, Chartered Mercantile
Banl: of India, London, and China.

Sagrandi, J. P.

Simpson’ J,, Agent, Chartered Bank
of India, Australia and China.

Steel, Melntosh and Co.

Sehlacpfer, Putz and Co.

Schroder, Smidt and Co,

Schoene, Kilburn and Co.

Sassoon, David and Co.

Shaw, Finlayson and Co,

Thormas, J. and Co.

Turner, Morsison and Co.

Toulmin, L. W. and Co,

Tamvaco and Cos

“Tambaci, Paul and Co.

Ullmann, Hirschhorn and Co.

Valetta N, J. and Co.

‘Weinholt Brothers.

Wilson, H. F.

Windram, 3. Manager, National Banl:

.

‘Whitney Brothers and Co.
Williamson Brothers and Co,
Wiseman, Mitchell, Reid and Co,
Yule, Andrew and Co,

P. & 0. Steam
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 RULES AND REGULATIONS

or THE

BENGAL GIIAl\lBER OF COMMERCE.

First ... That the Society slnll be sLyled «“ T

Second....

Boxean Cuavper oF Cods roe.”
That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to wateh

- over and protect the general commercial

Third....

Fourth...

interests of the Presidency of Bengal, and
specially those of the port of CW]C“L?i
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the plomotlon of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
Glovernment, public autho-
and individuals ; to re-
and 1o arbitrate

municate with
yities, associations, |
from
ceive references 3 >
o to abide by the

hetween, partics W villing y

judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
Judg

and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate ransaction of business.
That merchants, bankers, <hip-?\vncrs,
and brokers <hall alone he admissible as
members of the Chamber.

< for admis
lic]:L Z}nf\ziqglmn\\vel shall he ]n‘oposc&'
ded hy two members, and mag

as mem-

and sccon




xit

be elected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing Greneral Meeting.

Fifth.......That the subseription of firms and hanks

shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil. members 32 rupees per
annum.

Sixth ... That any member of the Chamber whosc

subscription shall be three months #
arrears shall cease to be a member, a-
his name shall be removed by the €
mittee from the list of members after
month’s notice of such default.

Seventh. .. That the business and funds of the Cham-

ber shall be managed by a Committee of
not less than five nor more than seven
Members, including the President and
Vice-President, to be elected annually at a
Goneral Meeting of the Chamber in the
month of May ; the President, or, in his
absence, the Vice-President, being ex-offi-
¢io Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman. Three to form a quornm.

Highth.... Annual elections of President, Vice-

Prosident, and members of the Com-
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mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and hearing his
sighature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-
dent, from the Presidency for three

months or by departure for Europe, or

by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to he
taken ‘as above and declared by the
Committee. All vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committee
shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee subject to approval at
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.

It is specially requested that before a Member

isreturined to serve on the Committee his nomina-
tor shall have ascertained his willingness to aceept
office in the cvent of his election by voting cards.

Ninth...

That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be eligible to serve as members of
the Committec.
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enth... Two members of a firm or representatives

of a bank shall not serve on the Commit- -

tee at the same time.

Jleventh. That the Committee shall meet -for the
purpose of transacting such business as
may come within the province of the
Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Puwelfth. That all proceedings of the Commitice

Dbe subject to approval or otherwise of |

General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth. That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, and civeulated for information
of members three days previous to ihe
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Commiltee shall he
submitted for approval.

TFourteenth.That the Seeretary shall be clected
by the Committee ; such election to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Mecting.

Fifteenth.That General Mectings of the Chmnbcx
shall be held at such times as the Com-

g
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mittee may consider convenient for the
despatch of business.

Snleemh That any number of members present
shall be held to constitute’a General Meet-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despmtch of or-
dinary business.

Sewventeenth. That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman of Committee, shall call a
Special General Meeting, to be held with-
in 157days subsequent to receipt of such
requisition.

Eighteenth.That every subscribing firm or bank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and that
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of ‘equality of votes.

Vineteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Twentieth.That voting by proxy shall-be allow-
ed; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first. That the Chamber veserves to itself
the right of expelling any of its members;
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such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members Ppresent in
person or by proxy-at any Special Gene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion,

Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
¢y may be admitted by the Committec
as honorary members for a period not ex-
ceeding two months.

Twenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be made
except by the votes of a majority of
the members of the Chamber present in
person or by proxy at a Special General
Meeting to be held after previous notice
of three months,

—_—_—
Cones and Co., Vo, 19, Loll Bazay.

3 g s










! / ]
i
)
N |
. ! Iy ' A
. ,
i
. N i ,
i : K ' !
AS il
< - m










	000001
	000003
	000005
	000007
	000009
	000011
	000013
	000015
	000017
	000019
	000021
	000023
	000025
	000027
	000029
	000031
	000033
	000035
	000037
	000039
	000041
	000043
	000045
	000047
	000049
	000051
	000053
	000055
	000057
	000059
	000061
	000063
	000065
	000067
	000069
	000071
	000073
	000075
	000077
	000079
	000081
	000083
	000085
	000087
	000089
	000091
	000093
	000095
	000097
	000099
	000101
	000103
	000105
	000107
	000109
	000111
	000113
	000115
	000117
	000119
	000121
	000123
	000125
	000127
	000129
	000131
	000133
	000135
	000137
	000139
	000141
	000143
	000145
	000147
	000149
	000151
	000153
	000155
	000157
	000159
	000161
	000163
	000165
	000167
	000169
	000171
	000173

