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Proceedings of the half-yearly General Meeting
of the Bengal Chamber of- Commerce held on
Tuesday, the 5th January 1875.

— ‘

J. C. Murray, President, in the Chair.

The President addressed the members as fol-
lows :—

Goxruomy,—The delay in the issue of our re-
port malkes it in some respects out of date, as fur-
ther subjects have since come before the Commit-
tee, and others, touched upon in the report, have
advanced a stage or two. I shall mention a few
of the mew subjects before I proceed to those
noticed in the report. The first of these is the
opening of the Hooghly, or, as it is now called,
the Howrah Bridge. Thanks to the skill and
energy of Mr. Bradford Leslie, the bridge, for
which the Chamber and the publicin general have
agitated so long, has become an accomplished fact.
The cost of it, however, has exceeded the original
estimate, being fully, or very nearly, £220,000;
details, we suppose, will be duly furnished by the
Government. The management of the Bridge
has, under the Act, been vested in the Port
Commissioners, but I am sorry to say the Go-
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vernment have distinetly refused their consent to
the Commissioners’ proposition to leave the traffic
of both goods and passengers free for at least six
nionths. I am not, I believe, guilty of any
Jreach of official confidence in making these facts
public. This interval of free communication be-
tween the two banks of the Hooghly would have
done much to consolidate the traffic, and the
Bridge Trustees would have gained information
and knowledge as to the extent of traffic and the
cost of maintenance of the Bridge. The conse-
quence of this refusal has been that the highest
tolls allowed by the Act have to be enforced, but
to this we can hardly object. Tolls may, after

some experience, be lowered, but they cannot be

increased without great dissatisfaction. A cause
of greater dissatisfaction, however, will be found
in the enforcing of the clause in the Act by
which the Government are enpowered to levy
tolls on all goods arriving at Howrah Station,
whether their ultimate destination takes them
across the bridge or not; even coals, consumed
. principally by steam tugs in the river, and not
going anywhere near the bridge, are taxed at
the rate of Re. 1 per 100 maunds. This sub-
ject was fully- gove into and discussed at the
time in the Bengal Council, and was cairied by
“the mere weight of official votes,” in the face of
the strong arguments against it of the non-official
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members and the protests of the Chamber, the
“I'rades, and other public bodies, In their united
judgment, the clause was declared to be alike “un-
sound in principle, inequitable in its practical
application, and certain to give rise to well-founded
complaints.” This general dissatisfaction and
these well-founded complaints will not be lessened
when I further mention a fact, which I have been
specially asked to notify to you, that an offer-of
payment of Rs. 150,000 per annum by the Rail-
way Company on condition of the bridge being
thrown open, as respects the traffic on the railway
free of all charge, bas been refused by the Govern-

" ment without any, the slightest, acknowledgment.

The amount offered might be insufficient to
meet the wants of Government for interest, sink-
ing fund, maintenance, and repairs; but I think the
liberality which prompted the offer deserved
something more courteous than a simple demand
for £10,000 more. The traffic over the bridge, if
encouraged and fostered, will, perhaps, be larger
than even the most sanguine could expect, and
the returns would be more than sufficient to pay
for maintenance, interest on capital, and sinking
fund. But with such restrictions on it before the
people have become accustomed to its use, the
returns will be reduced below their legitimate level,
a false estimate of the utility of the bridge will be
formed, and the only way to supplement the




earnings to the requived amount will be, as it has
been, to levy an inequitable tax on goods which
should not contribute towards the construction
and maintenance of the bridge, and the imposition
of a burden on one of our largest industries—
coal—which it should be the first care of Govern-
ment to encourage by all the means in their
Iﬁowel’.

The next subject is one to which my attention
and co-operation was requested by the Chairman
of the Landholders’ Association, and is closely
conneeted with this largely increasing and im-
portant part of the trade—the coal trade from
Peerbhoom. This coal is, as you are aware,
brought down from the pit’s mouth by the E. I.
Railway, and discharged into boats at the Railway
Jetties at Howrah. These Jetties have silted up
so much that the greatest possible -inconvenience
is experienced in the discharge of the waggons
and the loading of the boats. The Railway Com-
pany here are quite alive to the hardship of the case,
and are willing to assist in any endeavour to re-
wmedy it. .The Committee of the Chamber have
asked the Government to refer the matter to the
Port Commissioners with the view of ascertaining
their opinion, as Conservators of the Port, as to
the best means of removing the disadvantages under
which this great branch of industry is now placed.
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The next subject that has, since the report,
come under the notice of your Committee is the
fixing of the terminus of the new railway in
Kastern Bengal, at Julpigoree, instead of Sili-
cooree, a distance of something under 30 miles
from the proposed site. The extension of the
line for only this short distance will give our large
and growing tea-planting ‘interest in Darjeeling
and the Terai the benefit of railway cormmunica-
tion, from which it would be practically debarred
if the present proposed terminus is maiuntained.
This matter has been brought to the notice of your
Committee by a communication from tea-planters
at Darjecling ; but as it appears to them to be-
long more to the Landholders’ Association, the
Committee have referred the matler to them,
with an intimation that they are prepared to give
them the benefit of their co-operation, if required.

The third subject is the levying of illegal black
wail' by the native officials on boats passing
through the Chitpore Canal. The matter in
question was taken up by the police authorities, but
for want of sufficient evidence, the case was dis-
missed. The fact of such illegal cess has thus been
prominently brought to the notice of Government,
and this of itself will act in some measure as a
deterrent in future. '
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A fourth subject has been the alterations in
the present Merchant Shipping Act and the con-
solidation of the various enactments relating there-
to. This has been a heavy business, as the papers
connected with it occupy nearly 150 closely-
printed pages of foolscap, and embrace some 13
or 14 different points, to say nothing of their sub-
divisions. Many of the subjects have already
formed the bases of former representations from
the Chamber ; and as the opinion of the present

- Committee is in perfect accord with those already
put before Government, we have simply drawn
the attention of Government to what we formerly
wrote, adding a few words on such new subjects
as were brought forward. On one very important
point, however, the survey of shipping, the Com-
mittee are surprised to see a letter from them,
Dbearing directly on the subject, omitted from  the
record now sent round to them. The omission
has been brought to the notice of Government,
and the suggestions therein contained again pressed
on them. :

The last subject is, T regret to say, an undue
stretching of the Customs law by the Collector. By
a wise and very proper provision of the law, the
Collector is at liberty in any case where he has
reason to believe too low a valuation to have been
placed on goods, to teke them over on behalf of the
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Government, paying to the importer the value
thereof at the valuation he may have himself fixed.
This is a good and salutary check on any attempt at
under-valuations, as the importer may at any time
be taken at his word, and his goods find their way -
into the hands of the Government. But while
the Legislature has thus provided a sécurity for
the due preservation of the public revenue, they
have also given the public an equal safeguard
against the arbitrary and unnecessarily frequent
exercise of this power, for it is distinctly provided
that such goods as may be taken over “shall be
sold by public auction.” In two instances lately
where goods have been so taken over, they have
not been sold but bought in;—a proceeding for
which there is not only no provision in the Act ;
but is, as it appears to the Committee, directly
opposed to the very safe and proper positive enact-
ments prescribed for the guidance of Government,
and for the protection of the importer. The last
instance has only been placed yesterday in its
entirety before the Committee, and the Secretary
was ab .once instructed to place himself in com-
munication with the Board of Revenue on the
subject.

Having brought you down to the meeting, yes-
terday, of the Committee, I think I have exliaust-
ed all the subjects that have engaged our atten-




8

{ion since the 31st October, and I now turn to
the report itself, on which my remarks will be but
few, as the difierent subjects, taken in connection
with the correspondence attached to them, speal
. for themselves. There are one or two, however,
which require an additional word or two to bring
them up to the present time. The first ques-
tion of the Customs Tariff revision Committee
has been a sore point. As far back as Au-
gust 1873, when I had the honor of being
President, the Chamber addressed a strong re-
monstrance to the Government on the heavy
incidence of the import duties,—an incidence
heavier than was contemplated when the Tariff
was settled. I shortly afterwards resigned the
chair, but having been recalled to it a few months
ago, onc of the first acts of the new. Committee
was to take up this question again, and in this
they have been ably assisted by the Vice-Presi-
dent, and a second and stronger representation was
sent in to Government, backed by the unanswer-
able argument of figures. Whether it was this
second representation, or the agilation at home,
which induced the Government to turn their atten-
tion to the remedying of the evil, I cannot say,
A communication, however, was received by us,
which you will find duly set out in the report,
stating that a Commfttee would be formed to take
the Tariff’ into consideration, and naming the
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maembers fo sit on i, reserving place for such
officers as might be subsequently selected after
seference to the Governments of Bombay and
Madras. You will see clearly from this that the
first intention of Government was 4o have only an
Official Committee ; no mention was made of
any member from any of the three Chambers
in India being expected. Your Committee, and
7 confoss T myself personally, regarded this as &
slight, not only upon oursclves, but also upon our
sister Chambers at the other Presidencies.. No
notice was, therefore, taken of this cominunication
from Government beyond a civeular to members,
asking them for suggestions as to such alterations
in the Tariff as ought in their opinion, to be made.
The Government seem to have altered their mind
as o the constitution of the Committee, and have
since asked the Committee of the Chamber to
nominate a member to sit with those ah'eadsr
pamed. This needed a sccond reference to Govern-
aent, and we have been informed, in reply, that
the nomination of a mercantile member, by
Government, was mnot intended to anticipate
the farther appointment of a second mercan-
tile member by the Chamber. I am quite
willing to confess the great reluctance with
which I have yielded to the request of the Com-
mittee to represent the Chamber. I would much,
rather have allowed the Government to proceed
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in their own way, and take the whole responsi-
bility, than have gone on this Committee after
this, perhaps unintentional, slight. The interests

involved are, however, too large to allow of private -

feelings, and I have therefore yielded to the
wishes of your Committee, and have consented
to sit.

The next subject in the report refers to the
alteration in the forms of the daily returns of
imports and exports issued by the Custom House.
They are not generally Iiked, and though the Com-
mittee- stated this three months ago to the Board,
and subsequently to the Collector, and requested
a return to the old forms, no mnotice has been
taken of our representation up to the present mo-
ment. I must, however, do the Collector the Jjus-
{ice to say that his main object in altering the forms
was, while ensuring perfect accuracy, to make
them more complete and casy for reference. Be-
fore he changed these forms, he submitted the
import one to me, and I pronounced it preferable
to the old one. In this sample form the old clas-
sifications were retained; and if he would only
go back to such old classification, T would still
prefer the new form ; but I was never consulted
about any alteration in the classifications, and T
object as strongly as any one to any change hav-
ing been made in this respect, as any comparison
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of statistics is now impossible, The export list

was never submitted to me, and this is the one
most generally complained of. T had hoped that,
in deference to the feeling of subscribers on the
subject, the publication of the old form would
have been reverted to with the new year.

The next two items—jute waiehouses and the
new Port Bill—are now before the Bengal Coun-
cil, where the representations of the Committee
will, T have no doubt, receive full attention,

Tn the matter of the additional Port Rule for
the protection of the bridge, T think I may again

say I am guilty of no breach of official confidence .

when I mention the fact of the Port Commis-
sioners fully recognizing the hardship of their
very necessary rule on the ships that may require
to use the opening. They have made certain
recommendations to Government, which, if acéept-
ed, will remove this hardship in whole or in part.

“Telegraph code massages” is the next subject
in the report ; and on this I would merely observe
that we must all be prepared for some change in
the present method at the conference at St
Petersburgh in May next, and be veady to alter our
codes in accordance therewith. What these al-
terations may be, it is of course impossible to
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,
predict ; but Colonel Robinson’s experience of
the wanis of India in this respect is a sufficient
guamutée for their being duly taken care of by
Lim as the representative of our Government.

The contract with the P. and O. Company,
and the detention of our mails at Brindisi, are
the two last subjects on the list, and they are
intimately connected. Since the dabe of the re-
port, the Committee have received a communi-‘
eation from one of the most influential owners
of steamers trading to this port, complaining
of the mode in which the contract was granted,
and the provisions therein. The Committec/have
sent to England for copies of the existing ag
well as former contracts with the Company,
so that they may be prepared with their
remarks Dbefore the present contract expires,
The detention of our mails at Suez for a whole

* week was so flagrant a disrégard of our interests,
that the Cowmittee considered it their duty
$o protest strongly against it, and in this they
have been warmly seconded by the Bombay
*Chamber, We are now wailing a reply to our
letler to the Post Master General, before taking

. up the subject of subsequent delays in the receipt
of our letters. Our representations of delay have
not beeu confined to the shortcomings of the
P. and O, Company. The next letter will show

13

you that the departure of the mail frain from
Bombay is to be, or has heen, by this time, altered,
50 as to prevent the detention of our letters at
Bombay after the arrival of the steamer.

These, gentlemen, are the principal points
which have engaged the atiention of the Com-
mittee ; and though I have trespassed upon your
patience, I must crave your indulgence for a mo-
ment longer. A reference to the state of our
finances, as given at page 84 of the report, will
show you that the expenses of the Chamber exceed
its income.  On the 31st October we had a cash
balance of ofly Rs. 20, and we bhave been ob-

liged to touch our Reserve Fund to the extent of °

Rs. 2,000 to pay our way since. This was a
most unsatisfactory state of things, and I have,
therefore, with the assistance of the Vice-Presi-
dent, gone carefully through every item of our
expenditure, and we have cut off every thing not
absolutely necessary. The monthly deficit is now
not large ; but there should be no deficit, if those
who now keep aloof were to rejoin us. I have
heard it said, “ We gain no good from the Cham-
ber, and we therefore do not join.” Our half-

yearly reports (and this one is no exception)

show clearly that every class or branch of our
trade is benefited by the work which the Cham-
ber does, and this complaint will not bear cxa-
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mination. The funds are so nearly at an equili-

m o : 'e men-
brium now, that we need only a few more mi
bers o turn the scale again.

T now move that the report of the Committee

" for the half-year ending 31st October be received

and adopted.

Mr. Jaxns Murnocn said he was sorry to ob-
sorve that the Chamber had again addressc(} the
Glovernmerit on the subject of the reduction of
the Doorga Pooja holidays. ITe Imd,b hmxevcr,
much pleasure in seconding the resolution, ‘ thnfi
the treport of the Committee of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce for the half-year ended
31st October last be received.”

The resolution was put and carried.

Tt was then proposed by the Chairman, se-
conded by Mr. G. G. Riso, and carried, “that
the Committee’s ‘conditional election of Messrs.
N. J. Valetta and Company, as members of the
Chamber of Commerce, be confirmed.”

i\Ir. W. M. Cucprmax then proposed “that
the cordial thanks of the Chamber of Commerce
be given to the Committee for their services.”

15

The resolution was seconded by Mr. James
Murdoch and carvied.

A Special Meeting was then held for the pur-
pose of confirming the alteration of Rule VII
of the Chamber. It was proposed by the Chair-
man, seconded by Mr. Riso, and carried, “that
the alteration of Rule VII., as proposed by the
Provisional Commitiee, and adopted at the Mect-
ing held on 5th September last, be confirmed,
and that Rule VIT. be as follows :—‘That the’
business and funds of the Chamber-shall be mana-
ged by a Commitice of not less -than e, nor
more than seven members, including the President
and  Vice-President, 1o be clected amually at a
General Meeting of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence, the Vice-

“President being ex-officio Chairman of the Com-

mittee,- and, in the absence of the President and
Vice-President, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman ; three to form a quorum.” -

The meeting then terminated,

. W. I. WooD,

Secretary.




BENGAT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Report of the Committee for the half-year
ended 81st October 1874:

Tne Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal questions which have
come under their consideration during the past
half-year.

Rovision of Customs Tarviff.

The question of the unsuitableness of the exist-
ing Tarift' valuations to the present conditions of
the trade of this port was forcibly pointed out
by the Committee to the Government as far
back as August of -last year, and the Govern-
ment, as evidenced by references to the Chamber
on minor articles, have acknowledged the need
of a revision, but the consideration of the sub-
ject was postponed, matters of greater urgency
having, no doubt, engaged the attention of Go-
vernment. The present excessive valuations of
piece goods and yarn have pressed so heavily on
importers that the Manchester Chamber took
up the subject. Your Committee have again i

1 !
i




2

addressed the Government and have shown by
figured statements that for ab least 12 months
piece goods had Been paying 18 per cent above
what they should have paid had the Tarifl been
amended. A Committee for the revision has
Deen appointed ab last; their sittings will bogin
nexb month and it is hoped that the Financial
Member will in his next budget be prepared to re-
adjust the valuations, as may be decided Dby this
Committee, and remove the burden which now
presses so heavily on this most important portion
of our import trade. Other alterations, bub
of minor importance, will fequire to be made in
the schedule, and these will no doubt have due
attention from the Committee of revision.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Indic.

Calcutta, 23rd September 1874

In their letter dated the 20th August of last year the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce submitled a
vepresentation relative to the revision of the tariff of
fixed valuations for assessment of Customs duties, and
expressed a hope that the Governor General in Council
would be pleased to accept their assurances that the
changes which had been gradually introduced into the

trade since the valuations were fixed in 1869 were of

such a nature as to justify a further’ revision, consistent
alike with the interests of merchants and a right regard
for the public revenue.
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To that representation the Committee have had no
veply, but they learn indirectly from the recent publica-
tion of a lebter dated 15th May last addressed by the
Government of India to IHer Majesty’s Secretary of .
State on the subject of a memorial from the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce concerning duties levied in India
on cotton manufactures and yarn, that the subject had
been under consideration, and that possibly a Committee
would be convened in the ensuing cold season for the
purpose of revising the existing tarifls, ’

The Committce have nob earlier pressed this subject
on the attention of Government as.they hesitated to do
50 while graver and more urgent questions were under
consideration, but the communication referred to induces
them to again place before the Government the applica-
tion submitted by them a twelve-month ago.

In renewing the request then-made the Commitiee
desire me to state that they are prepared to recommend
various amendments in the tariff which they believe will
be in unison with the changes which the market has
undergone, and with the present and probable future
range of values,

As Piece Goods and Yarn constitute the bulk of the
import trade they are taken for the purpose of compar-

" ing the market and tariff values, and the following

figured statements will, the Committee: think, suflice to
satisfy the Government that there are sufficient grounds
for such an amendment of the latter as will bring them
more in accord with actual-values.
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Tn the 12 months ended 30th June 1874 the imports Grey Shirtings 88 per-conl. consisted of weights ranging
of Grey Shirting cloth and Yarn were as follows :— . . from 6 to 83 Ih., the average weight being 7% Ib. per
CLOTIL - piece : and 2nd,—that 881 per cent. of the total imporbs
- v 6'3‘834 foc0s=3,025,004 Th ) N of Grey Yarn consisted of Nos. 40, 50 and G0—those

¢ 1 Shirtings T OenSR pleasERTE ’ H " counts constituting the chief consuming qualitics.

o8 » — 280284 ,, 1,821,840 ,, - i
I

o = LALSH -, 088796, Tor the 12 months ended as above the values of ordi-
% » — 769,930 j';"'l)’:;‘; ” nary grey cloth—6 to 8% Ib. per picce—and of grey yarn
8 » — 181,265, 1,450,120 -

—40s, 50s and 60s—have been as follows :—

8w — 2109778, 18148165, SHIRTINGS
- ¥ N .
8y N — 505,609 , 4208042 , - s -
. [ 6l 63ih b 7hih 81 sith, shib.
6,002,618 pes.= 45,208,151 1b. { July 1873 Rs.4 2 4 7 411 511 5 8 512 515
All other weights  — 799,437 ,, i Aug. , 5, 42 47 410 59 58 510 514
Total of all— 6,802,055 pieces. i . Sep.. o 42 AT 4105868 510 14
S Oct. , , 43 48 411 58 5 8 5 9 514
. Nov. 4 46 49 56 55 5
VAR . noo» 5 55 57 512
‘ Dec. 5, » 41 45 48 54 55 56 511
No. 20 Twish . - — 168,910 Ib. Jan. 1874, 4 1 45 49 5 4 5 6 5 7 511
0, — — 210840 Feb. , , 40 45 48 52 55 56 510
0, - — 5,540,027 March ,, 4, 4 0 45 48 52 55 55 510
50, — — 857689 Apil ,, , 314 4 4 47 52 54 5 4 511
60 - — 485945 , My ., 314 44 48 55 56 58§ 513
70, - — 154005 Lo Jme , , 314 44 47 55 5658 510
80, - — 127551, - _——
%0 . _ — g 48 6,52 3 5410 64 2 G410 6512 69 1
00 - — 72573

Aboro’ ” 2018 Average of ) .

. 0V 5, - — 96902 ) 12 months... 4-0-6 4-5-7 4-8-10 55-6 562 578 512
Totdl  — 7,766,647 Ib. ' -
, —_—— At the present time these quotations are respectively—
38 314 40 4155 05 5
These figures show Ist,—that of the total imports of o pos
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MULE TWIST—Medium, Banner ill, per morch.

40s, 50s. 60s.
July 1873 Ammas 5 9 55 5 2
August » » 3 8 5 5 5 1
September », 50 5 3 410

October » , 58 58 5

November » y BB 5 5 5
December L, 556 54 409
January 1874 , 55 54 410
February » » BB 5 2 49
March . , 55 50 48
April N , 55 410 46
May » , 56 49 46
June ,, » 55 4 9 4 5
66 0 62 4 57 6
Average of 12 months per morah 5 G 5 2} 4 9%
—_— 1) 110 -13 0 14 4

At the present time the quotations

are respectively per morah  ..As. 5 5 4 8 4 4
or [ W, 1010 118 130

Looking ab the general gradual decline in prices which
the foregoing figures show, it appears to the Committee
unnecessary bo do more than o close this reference by
the following alternative statements which establish the
point they desire to urge on the consideration of Go-
vernment, viz., that the tariff values are, and have been
for some time, and are 1i1<cly to continue, considerably
in excess of actual values, and that the revenue is there-
by largely increased ab the expense of the trade.

. taxift values

7

The average gross value of Grey
Goods as quoted above for 12
months and at the present
time is ... Bs. 4 12 3 per picce.

and deducting 3 per cent.
for duty } 5 05 4 »
2, disct...
{the average neb value is . o, 4 611 2
or, at the average weight of :
73 1b. per piece nearly .. 5 0 9 6 per Ib

, 011 0 5

against the tariff value of

. 40s. 50s, 60s.
The average
gross value
of Grey .
Yarnis ... As. 010 11 0124 0 13 8} per Ib.
and - deduct- :
ing 5% per
cent. for
duty and

discount the
net  values
are e ), 010 4 0119} 0131F

against  the

of - e, 011 0 0120 014 0
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The quantity of Grey Shirlings 6 to-
1 1b. imported in the year ended 30th s
J:mc 1874 amounted, as already de-
tailed, - to 6,002,618 picees, the value of
which ab average of current rates would

be .. Rs. 2,73,66,153
deduct duty 5 per cent. and discount 3
2 per cent. - S 19,15,630

would leave as the total net value ..., 2,54,50,523

yielding 5 per cent. duty
but a duty of 5 per cent. on the weight
of the above 6 millions of picces—
45,298,451 1b.—valued at 11 annas per
b, would come to ... ey 15,57,134

being an absolute overcharge of w1 2,84;608
ornearly 18 per cent. in excess of the amount fairly
leviable by the Customs.

The duty on Yarn also realized by the Customs has
‘been, in conscquence of high taiiff valuations, lavgely
in excess of what should have been paid by importers.

Lrom Govt. of India to Chamber of Commenrce.
Tort William, 25th November 1874,

In reply to your lebter dated 23rd Sohhcmbcr (veceived
6th October) calling altention to your letter of the 20th
August 1873 and rencwing the request then made by
the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree for a rovi-
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sion of the Customs Tariff valuations, T am directed to
forward for the information of the Chamber a copy of a
Resolution recorded by the Government of India in this
Department No. 6703 of this day’s date, from which it
will be scen that the Government have sanctioned the
formation of a Committec for the revision of the Customs
Tariff' valuations.

Govt. of India, Financial Department.

Lort William, 25th November 18714.

Read the under-mentioned papers :—

Letter from the Sceretary to the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce, dated 20th August 1873, proposing a revi-
sion of the values on which duties arc assessed under
the Tariff Act X1II of 1871 and of the rates of duties.

Letler to the Governments of Bengal, Bombay, and
Madras, and the Chief Commissioner of British Bur-
mah, No. 3073, dated the 18th September 1873, for-
warding the above for report.

dated

Letler from the Government of Bombay, No -

319R.,
the 26th November 1873.

Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 2372, daled
9th September 1873, proposing a revision of the Cus-
toms Tarifl’ with the view of placing certain articles
named on the free list.

Despateh (Separate Revenue) from  the Most Ion'hle
9

2
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the Scerctary of State for India, No. 2, dated 26th
Mareh 1874, forwarding for consideration, a memorial
from the Manchester Chamber of Commerce on the
subject of the duties now levied on yarns :L}ld manu-
factured goods imported into India.

Despateh (Separate Revenue) to the Most Hon'ble the
Secretary of State for India, No. 10, dated 15th May
1874, slating that the subject has been under the
consideration of the Government of India, and that
possibly a Committee for the revision of the Tariff
would be convened in the ensuing cold season.

Lebler from the Secrctary to the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce, dated 23rd September 1874, (received 8th
October,) inviting attention to his previous letter of
20th August 1873, regarding a proposal for the revi-
sion of the Tariff of fixed valuations, and stating
that the Chamber is prepared to recommend various
amendments in the Tariff.

Despatch (Separate Revenue) from the Most Hon'ble the
Seeretary of State for India, No.,5, dated 8th October
1874, forwarding a further letber from the Manchester
Chamber of Commerce, pressing for a revision of
the Tavitf.

ResoLUTION.—It has been represented to the Govern-
ment of India, that the values on which customs duties
ave assessed, as contained in Schedules A and B of the
Tndian Tariff ‘Act, 1871, are in some instances in excess
of the market values of the articles valued.

Tis Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in

I8}

Council is of opinion” that the time has arrived for the
revision of the Tariff valuations, and has vesolved for

_ this purpose to appoint & Commitiee to enquire into and '
reporl on the subject.

The Commiltee will be composed of the following
Members :—

President :
Mr. A.Moxry, o, Member of the Board of Revenue, L. P.

Members :
Tne How'sLe J. R. BuLLeN Sarrm.

M. T. B. Laxz, Offg. Collector of Customs, Caleulta,
and other Members who will be subsequently appointed
after communication with the Governments of Bombay
and Madras.

The Commitlee will meet in Caleutta in the first weels
of January next.

The Government of India would further be olad to
consider the opinion of the Committee as to the pr:pricty
of removing from the ‘Tariff any articles the retention
of which may be thought unimportant in the interest
of the public revenue, and the removal of which fro‘m
the list of dutiable articles would give freedom to trade,
or any other cases in which from compelition or oLhor:
wise the Committee may be of opinion that any of the
existing export dutics are seriously ptejudicial to the
trade in the articles subject to them,
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Representations have also been made to the Govern-

ment of India as to the injurious cffect of the duties

Jevied on the import of cotlon goods and bwist manufac-
tured in England.  The Government of India would be
glad to reccive a report of the opinion of the Committee
on this point after enquiry into the facts.

In considering’this question, the Committee will ob-
serve that the Government of India does not impose or
maintain customs duties for the purpose of aflording pro-
tection to any branch or class of industry, bub for reve-
nue purposes only.

ORDERED, that a copy of this Resolution be sent to
cach of the Members of the Committec named therein,
1o the Government of Bengal, and to the Governments of
Bombay and Madras for information, and for communi-
cation to the officer that may be selected from cach of
those Presidencics to be a Member of the Committee.

Custorn Houso Returns of Imports and Exports.

The officiating Collector of Customs has lately
altered the old forms of the daily lists of imports
and exports issued under his authority, and he
has further completely changed the classification,
The matter is still, apparently, under consideration
as the Commitiee have had no reply from either
the Board of Revenue or the Collector to their
representations.

Irom Secretary Board of Revenue to Chamber of
Commerce.

Caleutta, Sth October 1874.

Will you be good cnough to inform me whether the
new form of Custom IHouse daily list of Imports and
Lxports is approved of or disliked by the Merchants
generally ?

From Chamber of Commerce Lo Secretary Board
of Revenue.

Calcutia, 12th October 1874.

The Committee of the Chamber desire me to say in
reply to your reference on the subject of the Custom
House daily Imports and Exports that the change of
form fo which subscribers had been so long aceustomed
has given rise to very general disappoinbment and
disapproval.

The old forms are preferred in all respects, as serving
all the purposes for which they are published, if they are
only free from inaceuracies, and nob overloaded with
entries of petby items.

The Committee therefore hope that in deference to the
feeling of subscribers on the subject the publication of
the old form will be reverted to.
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Chamber of Commerce to Collector of Customs.
Calcutta, Tth November 1874.

Tlic Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to forward for your information copy of a reply sent,
nearly a month ago, to the Secretary of the Board of
Revenue on the subject of the alteration of the forms
in which the daily Import and Export lists are published ;

* and in placing this communication before you the Com-
mittee instruct me to urge upon your consideration the
application therein made for a veturn to the old forms
with which the subscribers have been so long familiar
and which they desire to see reintroduced.

The Committee beg me draw your attention to the ex-
pediency of consolidating in half a dozen lines or less
the entries of cargoes of native craft, as the details now
given needlessly occupy much space in the publication
and impose a deal of labor that may be advantageously
avoided. They refer particularly to the entries in your
Import List of 30th October.

Jufe Warchouses.

The inequality of the Jaw and greater stringency
with which it presses on the new serewhouses,
in the suburbs, compared with the older ones,
within the limits of the town, as regards the
drying of wet or damp Jute in the open. air, has
been again urged on the attention of the Com-
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mittee ; further references have been made to
Government, and the matter has been brought
forward in the Bengal Legislative Council, and
is now under its consideration.

Irom Chamber of Commerce lo Govt. of Bengal.

Caleutte, 15th August 1874.

The. Provisional Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce desire me to submit for the consideration of His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor that the r
{orcement of the Act under which Jute warehouses are
licensed having been attended with much embarrassing
inconvenience to some ‘owners of such premises, repre-
sentations were made to the Subwban and Howrah
Municipalities for relaxation of the provisions of the Act
to such an extent as would aflord relief to those who
suftered from apparently unnccessary restrictions.

The Commissioner of the Presidency Division brought
the matter under the notice of Government, by whom he
was informed, on the 12th February last, that while

warehouses which existed at the time the Act came into
operation might be dealt with according to the discrotion
of the supervising authorities, new warehouses were to
remain subject to the law as the same question affecting
them did not seem to the late Lieutenant-Governor to
press for immediate action, and that its consideration
would be postponed until the consolidation of the Muni-
cipal laws came before the Legislative Council.
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This matter having again been urged on the attention

* of the Chamber, I am instructed to submit that the
owners of the new Jute serewhouses complain of the
compulsory application of the provisions of the Act in
Jocalities where their relaxation may be fairly permitted,
and of the invidious distinetion drawn between proper-
ties existing before the Act and those subsequently
Duilt.

While the former are chiefly in the heart of the -town
of Caleutta, the latter arc almost all in the outskirts :
and any damage from fire to surrounding property
would probably be infinitely greater in the former than
it would be in the latter case: and it is therefore ob-
vious that a relaxation of the Act may be permitted
with much greater reason in sub}u'b:m depots and screw-
houses than in those which are situated in the town.

What the suburban screwhouses ask for is pormission
to dry or work up Jute, in the day time only, in enclosed
compounds, or on the open ground where, in the opinion
of the officers of the Municipality, there is no danger
of fire being communicated to adjacent property.

This seems to the Committee no unreasonable demand,

and does nob involve any abatement of the Act which
may nob be fairly conceded.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 250 August 1874,

T am directed by is Honor the Licutenant-Governor
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{0 acknowledge the veceipt of your lettar dated the 15th
instant, vepresenting on behalf of the owners of new
Jute serewhouses, lying within the limits of the subur-
ban and Howrah Municipalities, the inconvenience which
they feel from the rigorous enforcement of the Jute
Warehouse Act IT (B.C.) of 1872, and requesting that
a relaxation of the provisions thereof may be made so
far as to allow the process of drying and working up of
Jute to he conducted in opén ground instead of in build-
ings or walled-up compounds,’

JIn reply T am to refer the Chamber to Seckion 7 of
the Act, and to say that while the law remains as laid
down in that Section, the Licutenant-Governor regrets
his inability to waive the enforcement of any of the con-
ditions to the grant of a license for mew Jute ware-
houses.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt, of Bengal.

Caleutta, 21st September 1874,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commetee desire
me o express their hope that the Licutenant-Governor
will pardon their troubling him once more on the subjeet
of their representation of the 15th ultimo,

They notice from your reply No. 2877 of 25th Au-
gust that His Honor understands the Seetion of Act TT
of 1872 allows the drying and working of Jute in
“ walled-up compounds” ; hut the Committee do not find
that provision,

3
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Were this modification allowed business could be ecar-
ried on without any infringement of the law ; but as
things arc at present the Committee are informed that
the Act is daily violated in every scvewhouse in Cal-

cutta,

Jute comes to market in a more or less damp condi-
tion, and it often gets web from rain, in this uncertain
weather, in transit from the bazar to the screwhouse,
and it must necessarily be dried before it is serewed or
fit to be shipped,

In framing the Act it was supposed that effective dry-
ing could he done under cover, hut experience proves
that this is not practicable, and all damp jute is dried
in the sun.

The prohibition to dry and work jute out of doors in
new serewhouses and permission to -do so in old ones
appear to the Committee as a searcely equitable measuro
of legislation : the former are all, or nearly all, in the
suburbs, and if a fire took place the damege would bhe
confined to the premises where it originated : the latier
are chiefly in the town, surrounded hy buildings, and a
fire there would endanger the safety of a large area of
property. :

The primary object of the Act appears therefore to be
lost sight of, and the Committee fail to see any legiti-
male reason for the distinetion that has been made, N
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From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Calcutta, 29th October 1874.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your let-
ter dated the 21st ultimo, submitting & further represen-
tation from the Chamber of Commerce on the subject of
the relaxation of the provisions of the Jute Warehouse
Act IT (B.C.) of 1872, and in reply to say thal the Lieu-
tenant-Governor does not entertain any idea that as re-
gards new jule warehouses the process of drying or
working up-of jute in walled-up compounds would be
permissible under the Act as it now stands. The condi-
tions upon which Jicenses for new jute warchouses may
be granted arc fully stated in Section 7 of that Act, and
it is not in the power of the “Lieulenant-Governor by an
executive order to allow any deviation {rom the provi-
sions thereof ; though good reasons may exist {rom the
experience of the past two years for an amendment of
the law by a recowrse to fresh legislation. Iis Ionor
reserves this question for consideration when {he session
of the Bengal Legislative Council commences.

Ports and Port Dues Bill.

PR ’

The annexed letter embodies the views of the
Committee on the above Bill which is now under
consideration in the Legislative Council.

Ifrom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caloutta, Sth May 1874.

T amn directed to forward herewith a copy of the ¢« Bill
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1o consolidate and amend the law relating to Ports and-

Port dues,” and {o say that the Licutenant-Governor will
be much obliged hy your favowring him with the views:
of the Chamber of Commerce on the subject.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Bengal.

C’alu:nllr,a, 14k July 1874.

Tlic Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
e to forward for submission to tlie Hon’ble the Licute-
nant-Governor the accompanying remarks on some of
the provisions of the Bill to consolidate and amend the
Law relating to Ports and Port Dues; and, in placing
them before is Idonor, the Committee beg you will bo
s0 good as to express their regret at the delay whicl:
circumstances have unavoidably created in the consi-
deration of the Bill.

Section 31.—The Committee recommend that after the
word “deposit” the following words be added * cither
at time of deposit, or subsequently by or through the
Conservator of the Port or other authorised person.”

i sometimes happens that vessels discharging gun-
powder at Moyapore Magazine cannot wait for a formal
receipt ab time of making the deposit, as the del ntion
may involve loss of tide, additional steam hire, &e. The
receipt therefore might he subsequently transmitled to
the Couservator or other authorised person for delivery
to the depositor.

Section 3L—The Committec recommend thal after the
word  “vessel” the words “ within the limits of the
Dort” he added,  As the Scction now stands i(,.may
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apply to a vessel ab any part of the river where the
Iaw already permils her to carry gunpowder.

Section 40.—The Committee are of opinion that the
words “river or channel” should be omitted, and
that the prohibition to creep or sweep for lost anchors,
cables, &c., should bhe confined to the Port. . Steam
tugs and inland steamers {requently meet with acci-
dents involving the parting of chains and loss of
anchors, and it scems unreasonable that an endeavour
to recover them ab once when there is a chance of
saving them, instead of waiting for the anthority of
the Conservator by which time the articles may be
irrecoverably lost, should be held to be an offence.

Section 53.—The Commitlee are of opinien that this
Section should be amended to the extent of insert-
ing after the words ¢ has paid” the words “ or provid-
cd sufficient security for:” because it may happen
that the clearance of a vessel may be delayed to
50 late an hour in the day that an actual cash pay-
ment may be impracticable, or may he objected to by
the Colicetor, and under such circumstances the
Collector or other officer granting a Port clearance
should be authorised to accept a suficient sccurity
in licu of cash. The Committee consider that this
may be done with perfect safety in cases where such
seeurily is tendered by “persons of known respectabi-
lity. Inthe recent case of the Peninsular and Ori-
ental Steam Company the tender of the Superinten-
dent’s cheque for the amount of Port dues should—
the Committtee think—have been accepted witheut
hesilation as a sufficiont scourity.
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Seetion 60.—~The Committec arc of opinion thatb if the

maximum of one anna per ton is absolutely necessary
1o cover Hospital charges abt minor ports the Section
should stand in relation to them ; bub as regards the
Port of Caleutta the Committec subwmit that the
Act should limit the rate to kalf an anne per ton as
they Delicve that the present rate of 9 pie per ton
cxceeds the charges incurred, and that a large surplus
has accumulated at credit of Hospital Dues Account.

st Schedule, Part 2.—The Commitlee arc of opinion
thab tugs and river steamers are liable to be charged
‘twice if’ dues are leviable as proposed, and that the
words “ once in six months” should be substituted for
the half-yearly dates defined in the schedule,

‘Survey of the River Hooghly.

The necessity of providing steamers for the ser-,
vice of the survey of the river appeared to a
former Committee so obvious that they addressed
Government on the subject as far back as October
1872. No steps however have been taken up to
this time, and in the annual report of the Marine
Department for 1873-74, the surveyor has himself
urged the point on the attention of Government.
The Committee have therefore taken advantage
of this opportunity to press the question again.
They have also pointed out that there are no
charls of the river Hooghly except on board the
surveying brig, and they have aceordingly recom.-
mended a periodical issue of them fo pilots,
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Chamber of Comimerce to Glovernment of Bengal.

Caleutta, 1st October 1874,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to thank you for copies of the annual report of the
Marine Department for 1873-74 and of the Resolution
passed thereon by the ITon’ble the Lieulenani-Governor,

Two years ago, in their letter dated 23rd October
1872, the Commitiee drew the atlention of Government
to the ineflicient survey of the river Hooghly, and urged
that steamers should be substituted for the sailing ves-
sels employed for that service: but no improvement has
been introduced, and the Committee desive to renew
their representation in this respect.

The causes then existing which induced the Com-
mittee to address the Government ave still'in operation,
and as the river surveyor appreciates the necessity of
being provided with more suitable means for his impor-
tant work the Committec hope that the question now
under the consideration of Government of providing
proper vessels for the survey of the river will be speedily
disposed of.

The Committee would also press upon the attention of
Government {he expediency of a periodical issue of
charts with the latest intimation, for guidance of pilots,
of all changes likely to obstruct the free navigation of
the river,
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Ad:di’aional Port Rule proposed by the Port Commis~
sioners for the protection of the Hooghly Bridge.

Toe Port Commissioners’ new rule, foreing
vvessels‘ of over 200 tons to use steam while pa.ssc-
ing “through the opening of the bi’iclgo, ap-
peared -to the Committee to press with undue
severity on ships that réquired to pass up and
down from the docks, and they accordingly
addressed the Government on the subject. ft
appeared to the Committee that the question was
one, in the first instance, for the protection of the
bridge alone, and that it was inequitable to lay the
whole burden of cost on the ship. The Govern--
ment having, however, replied that the rule was
passed for mutual protection of bridge and vessel
the Committee have again urged that a share oz
the expense should in justice he horne by the
brif]ge. The Committee hope that this represen-
tﬂt.loll will result in some portion of the cost
bemg: removed {rom the ships using the openh;w
and in a more equitable distribution of suci
expense:

Chamber of Commerce to Glovernment of" Bengal.

Caleutia, 20t August 1874,

The Provisional Committce of the Chamber of Com
merce instruct me to submit for the consideration of His
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Honor the Lieutenant-Governor that, while they express
approval of the recent regulation proposed by the Porb
Commissioners and sanctioned by Government which
makes it compulsory for vessels exceeding 200 tons bur
then to use steam while passing the floating bridge,
they are of opinion that the expense so incurred should
not fall on vessels xzequiring to pass up and down; for
the compulsory measure was introduced for the protection
and safety. of the bridge itsclf, and any ehanges necessi-
tated for that special object should, they think, be borne
by those for whose use the bridge is built, and not by
owners of vessels to which the bridge, by its position,
presents an obstruction to a free passage to docks and
moorings situated above it

Tn order therefore to place the burden of charges
incidental to the proper security of the bridge on those
who should rightly bear it, the Committee recommerid
that all steam hire incwrred for the towage of vessels
through the opening of the bridge should, in the firsk
instance, be paid by Government or by the Port Commis-
sioners in their bebalf ; and, when the bridge is thrown
open to the public, the tolls leviable should be on a scale
cufficient to cover all charges ineluding the past and
fature probable cost of steam hire.

Government of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutia, 2ud September 1874.

T am divected to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter

daled 20th August 1874, suggesting that the expenses

incurred by ships of over 200 tons using sleam when
4
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passing the bridge should be borne by those for whose use
the bridge is built, and in reply to say that the rule was
not passed exclusively for the safety of the bridge, but
for the mutual protection of the bridge and the vessels
which might pass it, at present advised, therefore the
Licutenant-Governor regrets that he is mot prepared to
assenl to the suggestion made by the Chamber,

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Bengal.
y Caleutta, 21st September 1874.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
. me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2842
of 2nd instant.

‘When the additional Port Rule prohibiting: vessels
from passing through the opening of the floating bridge
except under steam was submitted to the Comnﬁttcc,
they were of opinion that the rule was of primary im-~
portance as far as the safety of the hridge was concer; ned,
and only of secondary consideration us regards the ship.

The extremely probable result of a xes\el coming in
collision with it would be that the section of the budrve
50 struck would be carried away ; for the pontoons and
frame worl overhead would in all probability be crushed
by the weight of a colliding vessel, as was illustrated on
the oceasion of the steamer Lgeria, fouling the by idge
six months ago.

The Commnbtec believe that the by idge is 50 construct-
ed that it could not sufliciently resist the shock of o colli-
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sion with a vessel of ordinary tonmage of vessels now
frequenting the Port, if carried away by the tide ; and
if that be so, there can searcely be a doubb as to which
interest needs protection—that of the bridge or of collid-
ing vessels ; and the Committee vespectfully resubmif for
the consideration of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
the rccommendation contained in their letter of 20th

" ultimo.

If,; however, His Honor is still of the opinion which he
has been good cnough to communicate to the Chamber
that the rule was passed for the mutual probection of
the bridge and shipping, the Committee consider that
the latter should Ve saddled with only a portion of
steam hire incurred in towing vessels through the open-
ing.

TELEGRAPH CODE MESSAGES.

The following letters close the correspondence,
published in the Chamber’s last Report, hetween
the Director Geeneral of Telegraphs and the Com-
mittee, relative to the admissibility of code mes-
sages, tendered for transmission under the provi-
sions of the international convention as revised
al Rome in 1872 by ihe representatives of the
Contracting States.

As the rejection of messages prepared from
codes which had been framed in accordance, as it
was believed, with the Convention rules, involved
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the most serious inconvenience to the public, and
the general question being one of material im-
portance to commercial interests, the Commitltee
were compelled to dissent from the official inter-
pretation placed on the language of the Conven-
tion and to press for the withdrawal of the de-
partimental orders which had °created great dis-
satisfaction and oceasioned frequent remonstrances
against them,

A reference to the correspondence will inform
members that the discussion terminated in the
decision of the Director General not to disturb
existing arrangements and {o take no further
action until the next conference meels at St.
Petersburgh.

From the Dircctor General of Telegraphs in

India to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 26th June 1874,

T have carefully considered your letler dated Gth May,
and am endeavowing to amive al some solution that
will continue to the mereantile community the solid
advantages they derive from being allowed to use con-
ventional languages at the same rale as clear languace

Y . N N R
without, ab the same time, imposing upon the Tclegraph

.e . . o
Administration a burden fowr times heavier and infinite-
1y more harassing than that for which the tariff lLas
been framed,
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This is nob a question of Clovernmental policy. Tt far
more aflects private interests, for 90 per cent. of every
message transferred at Bombay goes to the proprietors
of the Sub-Marine Company, and 50 per cent. of those
transferred at Kurrachee to the Indo-European Com-
pany. The Indian Government has only & 10 per cent.
interest in it.

If the Indian Codes ave altered to the model of those
used on the Anglo-American lines, or if’ eypher or seerel
letters only are employed I see no dimC\{lty in maintain-
g thew, even ab the next conference where they are sure
to be either suppressed or subjected to mueh stricter rules.
Meanwhile I have directed that all codes he allowed to
pass containing bond fide proper names, as also of those
containing foreign words ; the former, hecause they have
the wording nol the spivit of the convention on their
side, the latter, because they arc less troublesome than
the former. The Chamber of "Commerce has asked for
six months, but as this is tantamount to asking that the
telegraph be unjustly taxed for all that time 1 think so
long a period is quite unnecessary, If I find the users
of codes desirous to save the telegraph unnecessary
trouble I shall endeavour to meel their wishes in this
respect to the utmost of my ability, but if; as some have

already done, cvery difliculty is placed in our away, if

the senders of messages continue as they bave done lo
refuse all assistance in verifying what they are pleased
to call proper names, we cannot but oppose the Code
altogether,

My instractions regarding the inadmissibility of more
than once language into one telegram was issued to the
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- Superintendents of Divisions as far hack as the 23rd of
Fehrum";' last, this gave sufficient time for the firms in
the country to communicate the fact and to propose

to their- correspondents in Europe. The
Superintendent of the Caleutta Office writes that - these
instructions were communicated to many enquirers, but
T regret to find were not more freely published.

1 t

You ask for' time for a reference to Berne, but this is
hardly a question for reference. It rests with the station
of origin to judge what is, or is not, within the rules
and the enormous abuse of the liberty given renders
the burden so inordinately heavy that any administra-
tion would bo justified in. summarily refusing to allow
any more of them to pass over their lines (see Axt. 21).

I stated in my former letter that T was mainly instru-
mental in obtaining the very liberal terms afforded to
“ Code™ telegrams, and that if the Chamber of Com-
merce were acquainted with the Procds Verbeausx they
would not affirm that the convention contemplated such
codes as are now used.

T append several' extracts from the Proces Verbeaux
which will shew you that but for our efforts conven-
tional language would not enjoy its present immunity.

Prior to the convention of Rome, ¢ dépéehes en lan-
gage convenw’ do not appear on record, | think it possi-
ble that they existed in the shape of ordinary language
hut they were distinetly contrary (o law., Indeed at b?le

—_—

, * By Code, I mean codes of words, in contra-distinction to codes of
figures or leiters,
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first convention (Brussels) all sceret telegrams were ab-
solutely interdicled (sce annexure) ; at the second and
third they were permitted to pass in eypher between any
two states that permitted this kind of correspondence,

but carrying extra charges for repetition and registration,

At the third (Vienna) this opening was left purposely
to suit India. The station of origin was to be judge if
a telegram should be accepted and how much it should
pay, once accepted no intermediate state could stop it
nor demand additional payment, but the intermediate
states might protest against and refuse to pass any more
(see para. 8 of Reglement V of Vienna convention:)

This loop-hole was granted to the representatives of
India on the plea that these code-messages were com-
posed of ordinary dictionary words that gave little more
labor than ordinary language (langage claire) to transmit.

Nevertheless there was a dangerous uncertainty in
this quasi toleration that it was desirable to be freed
from. Accordingly at the Rome convention India pro-
posed that Art. 1X of the Vienna convention should be

amended so as « elablir une distinction précise entre les®

dépéehes chiffreds qui seraient compdsées de chifires on
de lettres, et entre les dépéehes en langage conventionnel
consistant en mots de dictionnaire.” Mark the expres-
sion “in dictionary words.”  The .Indo-Furopean Com-
pany also submitted the following observation. Les
dépéehes dehangdes entre ' Burope et les Indes sont pres-
que toutes composées de mots appartenant aux languees
reconrius, mais rédigées de fagon & ne pas offvir un sens
compréhensible.  And the representatives of Tndia
thus :—
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« Une réglementation distinete devrait &ire adoptée et
rigoureusement observée en ce sens & notre avis, que la
viconmandation fiit obligatoire,” sans exception, pour
toute dépéche chifivée, du moment qu’elle serail composée
de lettres ou de chiffves, ct que les 2épéchees en langage
conventionnel, consistant en mots du dictionnaire recon-
nus comine lels par I ddministration dorigine, fssent
transmises, si expediteur le ddsirait, sans &tre astreintes
4 la recommandation.”

With the aid of these, extracts from the proceedings
all ambiguity is removed, the intention of the conference
is clear, wiz : o assign as closely as was deemed safe, to
the class of telegrams defined by us ©en langage convenu’
the Jaw laid down'for ¢ langage claire’ and in the absence
of anew definition Ihold that the definition given into
the conference, a definition never dispubed, must he ac-
cepted as correct.

The same extract also exhibits the strong disposition in
favor of limiting the language as faras practicable to
those understood by the Signallers,

There is also ample cvidence to shew {hat the special
relief conceded at Rome to “depéehes en langage con-
venu” was granted on the understanding that they wwere
o be composed as heretofore of common dictionary words
in one language, such as are used in ordinary clear lan-

guage.

Tamglad to find that some of the older firms and
banks continue to use short simple familiar words bub
this is more than counterbalanced. One firm hoasts that
their vocabulary numbers 30,000 quotations, threc times
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as numerous as the vocabulary of the English language.
They must have searched nealy all the maps of all the
countries in the world to provide their codes with such
a string of unpronouncable proper names of places and
persons. I give a few specimens. .

Walkinreed, Agostonfalva, Agathee, Agrianonsi, Agvi-
Jjador, Agnijonaso, Agujetage, Agyajbiborla, Adiaphentic,
Aboikna, Abrostola, Aboraca, Alberus, Abisares, Acontes,
Abijactum, Advanum.

Another seeks for words in technical books and not
to be found in oxdinary dictionaries such as ‘adiapnensthia,”
aword not even in Webster’s Imperial Dictionary, certain-
Iy more Greek than English, and I heard of one gentle~
man who on being shewn a botanical dictionary exclaim-
ed with delight © What words for my code.”

These intolerable words -may suit their codes but they
are not familiar to the unfortunate signallers and ought
to be expunged. Mr. Otbway (see extract) proposed a
short catalogue of proper names to be passed as ordinary.
Unfortanately it was not considered of sufficient impor-
tance to discuss them at length.

Again, ordinary words ave not rcpeated/ but it is com-
pulsory to repeat figures and proper names, consequently
telegrams  wholly composed of words of this nature,
which give in fact as much extra trouble as the fully
repeated telegram ab 50 per cent increased cost, obtain the
advantage without payment.

There can be no question that these two labter codes
are for all practical purposes foreign to the primary inten-

5
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tion of the rules; they certainly are not pavt of ordinary
Janguage familiar to the signallers, nor do they occur in
ordinary conversation. Iam of opinion that they might
be rejected, bub as to some extent they appear to cone
~vithin the letter of the convention, I am loth at this late
hour to contest the point provided merchants will meet
me half way, and to do this they must amend their

codes.

Conventional language as used in India is a Franken-
stein of Indian origin which probably grew out of the
vule that obtained up to 1869 that each figure in a
number should be written out in full and charged for
as one word, thus making cypher exceedingly expensive,

. but now that five cyphers ave charged for at the average

length of a word iz : five, cypher isas cheap as ordi-

| nary language. Consequently if eonventional language

codes were suppressed the injury inflicted on the mer-
cantile classes would be only nominal, the only question
is how much time should be allowed for the change.

T append for your information copies of two letters
1 have recently addressed to merchants of this city on
this subject. Also several extracts from the proces
verbeaux and table shewing how the rules in regard to
language and especially secret language have been altered
from time to time

In conclusion as T have already written to you by note
I shall endeavour to avoid checking codes more than is
absolutely demanded, provided Isee any evidence of an
intention on the part of those who use them to simplify
them, but if thisis not done withina reasonable time,
Tshall take such action as may appear necessary here,
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and shall oppose their recognition ai the next conference,
the proposition for which must be submitted within the
next six weels.

From Chamber of Cominerce to Divector General
of Telegraphs in India.

Cdleutta, 9th July 1874.

Your letber No. 924 of 26th ultimo has been sub-
mitted to the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
by whom T am instructed to acknowledge its receipt and
to communicate the following reply.

The point at issue between yourself and the mevean-
tile community is—whether what are called code-mes-
sages’ consisling of certain words constituting conven-
tional language for telegraphic purposes, and composed
of move than any one of the languages recognised by the
Telegraphic Convention, are admissible for transmission
and chargeable ab no higher rate than messages composed
of ordinary words and in one-language.

You contend they are not ; the mercantile community
contend they ave. ’

You support your contention by what you believe to he
the proper meaning of the Convention Articles bearing
on these points ; they, on the other hand, maintain that
the accuracy of their view is confirmed by the hitherto
undisturbed practical working of a system which has
been recognised for many years, and adopted not only
in India, but in England, Turope and elsewhere,—
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messages preeisely in the form and language to which
you take exception having been received and transmitted:
by other administrations without objecti

The Committee cannot avoid laying special stress upon
this fact, nor can they consider that it does not over-ride
yowr opinion in the matter: for a system which has
been carried out with the knowledge and consent of all
the administrations can scarcely be held to have heen
tacitly permitted, or tolerated, ov as having conferved
particular privileges or immunities withdrawable at plea-
sure ab the station of origin.

The Committee will not, however, enter into a diseus-
sion of the ““vexata questio,” but simply propose for consi-
deration that, with the view to such an amendment of
codes in use by mereantile establishments being made
as will render messages prepared from them admissible
without challenge, official intimation he given as to
what s and what is not a code- -message, and a clear
definition thereof authoritatively plonounced S0 as to
guide the commercial public in so fi aming their telegrams
as to insure theiv absolute admissibility. TFor instanes :—
would all the words contained in Webster's Dictionary
of the English Language; and all the geographical
nomenclature in J olmstons General Gazetteer and in the
Index to Philip’s-Tmperial Library Atlas, or other stan-
dard works of a similar character, be accepted as compo-
pent parts of a code-message in the English hnmnrrc 3
and would Standard Dictionaries and similar works in

other languages to those just 1efem.d o be regarded in

the same light, so long as on]y one langu

age is used in o
sm«le telegram?
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Without some definite and authorilative stalement as
to what will be acceptable to the Telegraph Department,
the Committee need hardly point ou’ that, with every
desire on the part of the framers to avoid the introdue-
tion of words [that might possibly be objected to, codes
may be so drawn up as to render them valueless, and
the time and labor spent in amending them of no avail.

To effect necessary changes in consultation with distant
correspondents it is obvious that ample opportunity be
allowed, and the Committee consider that the time
alieady applied for is not more than sufficient for the
purpose.

Trom the Director General of Telegraphs in Indic
to Chamber of Commerce. .

Culeulta, 20ih July 1874.

- T am in receipt of your Totter of 9th instant,
The only para for which a speeial reply is asked is
para G.

Words in Webster’s dictionary and the geographical

lature in Johnston’s General Gazetteer and in the

Index to Philip’s Tmperial Atlas ave certainly admissible,

and have always been admitted as code words, as also
have corresponding words in any one of the 27 accepted -

Janguages.

More than. this any proper names, he they of person,

1)11}:05 or things, in England, in India, in China, Japan,

. in Kamschatka, or any whero clse in lhe universe are
admissible as code words..




38

These -conditions give compilers a scope which they
have not failed to avail themselves for framing codes of
words as unfamiliar and as, or more, difficult to transmit
or, receive than any ordinary words in any of the 27
languages admissible under the existing convention. It
is because of this unreasonable laxity, and hecause I
do not see how it can be controlled until after the mect-
ing of the next conference, that T have decided to let
matters stand as they are and to take no further action
towards restricting the license hitherto tolerated until”
the St. Petersburg conference meets. Then doubtless
measures will be suggested for making the charges on all
classes of telegrams proportionate to the labor they im-
pose and the time they occupy the wires, probably of
such an improved and radical nature as renders it almost;
a waste of time to male al this period any suggestions
for the preparations of the codes of the future,

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Director General
of Telegraphs in Indic.

Caleutta, 25th July 1874,

The Commitice of the Chamber of Commerce desive

me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1126 of
20th instant.

The correspondence on the subject of code-messages
has heen luded by the a 6 of your rd;ui;
sion not to distwrh existing arvangements ; and the Com-
mittee divect me to express their obligation to you for
that satisfactory intimation, © )
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They notice that you consider it inexpedient ab present
to make any suggestions for the preparation of codes for
the future, as at the conference to be held next year ab
St. Petersburgh the provisions of the convention, under
the influence of past experience of their practical work-
ing, may be malerially modified ; but the Committee
trust that your attendance on that occasion as the repre-
sentative of the Government of-India will enable you to
introduce with success such amendments of the con-
vention as may, in your judgment, tend to the conveni-
ence of the commereial public and promote the develop-
ment of general telegraphic communication belween this
and other countries, and the Committee are confident
that your efforts in that respect will add largely to the
service already rendered by you as one of the Delegates
who concluded the Rome convention of 1872

Telographic Communication betwoen
Calcutta and Rangoon.

This subject was referred to in the Committec’s
last report, which contained their letter of 2nd
March to Government on the unsatisfactory work-
ing of the line between Calcutta and Burmah,
and the following reply will inform members of
the result of the Committee’s reference.

The objections raised by the Director General
of Telegraphs to the use of code messages, as one
of the reasons for the inefficiency complained of;
have been referred to in the previous paragraph,
and the views therein expressed were repeated in
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the Committee’s acknowledgment of the reply
from Government.

From Government of Indic to Chamber of Comnerce.

Calcutta, 29th May 1874,

Tam direeted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 2nd March last complaining on behalf of the
Chamber of Commeree of the unsatisfactory working of
the telegraph between Burmah and Caleutta, and to for-
ward in reply for the information of the Chamber ex-
*Paras: 2,3, 12and P, S,  tract* from a letter of the Director
General of Telegraphs explaining the causes which oper-
ate against the.efficient maintenance of the linc,

2. Colonel Robinson, it will be seen, suggests that the
Chamber might help much to remove one of the chief
difliculties, by abolishing “ Code”
words and using instead « Cipher,”
expensive.

messages of long
which is not more

3. As regards Lis proposal to double he line between
Caleutta and Chitlagong at an expense of Rs. 72,555
T am to request that the Chamber may he informed}lml:
it has been approved by His Excellency the Governor
General in Council and will be carried out next year.

Etract of « letter No. 74 dated 1811, May 1874, from
the Director General of Telegraphs in India to the
Secretary to the Government of India, Public Worls
Department.

2nd Para: Telegraphy hetween British Burmah and
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India depends on a single thick wire passing, as is well
known, through a difficult and inhospitable tract, the por-
tion between Chibtagong and Bassein being the worst.

3. The absence of the accessories of civilization viz.,
roads, bridges and population and the presence of broad
rivers, crecks and wild animals including the elephant
and rhinoceros must, under any circumstances, militate
against rapidity of communication and eflective” main-
tenance.

12. T would suggest that the portion of the land line
belween Caleutta and Chiltagong be doubled as also
between Prome and Rangoon, which will greatly acce-
Jerate the traflic along this route.. The Chittagong por-
tion would not cost more than Rs, 72,555, and that he-
tween Prome and Rangoon has heen already sanctioned
for Rs. 29,300.

P. S—DBut irrespective of the difficulties of mainte-
nance there is another cause which has operated to block
this line  Most of the telegrams sent over it are in what
is vulgarly called “ Code.” To within the last two
years code-messages were charged double and as cipher if
the words used were other than ordinary Tnglish Die-
tionary words familiar to the signallers. Unfortunately
in view to assimilating our internal to the international.
rules these restrictions were removed and now codes
consist of all the long words and all the long names of
all the towns and villages of all the countries in the world.

The result is that a modern code-message such as is used
by the advanced (in intelligence) firms occupics the wire
ab least four times as Jong as an ordinary English mes-
sage paying the same price. '

6
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Tho Poninsular and Oriental Company.

Contragt for conveyance of Mails.

TnE capability of the Suez Canal to pass vessels
of the largest tonnage from the Mediterrancan to
the Red Sea has created a great change in the
carrying trade between Europe and the Fast, and
the Peninsular and Oriental Company were not
insensible {o the advantages presented by that
channel and to the damage to their interests if
they were prevented from making use of it. By
the terms of their contract with Her Majesty’s
Government the Company were “excluded from
passing their Steamers through the Canal, and to
overcome that difficulty they proposed an. amend-
ment of the contract which would relieve {hem
from the disadvantages of their position. In con-
sideration of being permitted to send their ves-
sels through the Canal,—an arrangement of great
value to them in every respect—they agreed to ac-
celerate by 24 hours the transmission of the mails
to India and to reduce by £25,000 the annual
subsidy of £450,000 received from Government
for their general mail service.

‘When the conditions of the recently reviged
contract were reported by telegraph a strone
feeling of dissatisfaction was expressed by Lhz
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public at the result of the negotiations between
Government and the Company ; and the prompt
action of the Chamber of Commerce at Bombay,
protesting against the inadequacy of the return
obtained from the Company in consideration of
the valuable concession granted by Government,
was followed up by a public meeting there, at
which a petition to the House of Commons was
adopted, praying for the refusal of its sanction to
the revised contract.

Your Committee co-operated in that movement

by addressing Fler Majesty’s Post Master Gene- "

ral and rémonstrating against the failure to ob-
tain from the Company a full measure of obli-
gation for the privilege anxiously desired = by
them for the furtherance of their traffic arrange-
ments.

But the movement had been too long delayed
and was unsuccessful, the provisions of the con-
tract having been approved and affirmed by the
House of Commons while the petition from Bom-
bay was in course of transmission.

The Committee’s letter to Her Majesty’s Post
Master General and the reply thereto have al-
ready been published and are here recorded for
future reference.
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From Bengal Chamber of Commerce to the Secre-
tary to the Right Hon'ble Lovd John Manners,
Her Majesty's Post Master General, General
Post Office, London. '

Caleutia, 21st July 1874.

The Commiltec of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
desire me to request you will oblige them by taking the
earliest opportunity to submit this representation for the
consideration of the Right Honorable Her Majesty’s Post
Master General.

On the 19th November 1867 a contract was entered
into by Her Majesty’s Government with the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company for a mail ser-
viee between England and the Bast Indies, China and
Japan: the confract to commence on the 1st February
of the following ycar and to continue in force for 12
years thereafter.

As a subsidy for the performance by the Company of
the services thereby contracted Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment agreed to pay the sum of ££00,000 per annum,

Under the contract one of the.services was to convey
the public mails from Marseilles to Alexandria, vid

Messina, and back from Alexandria to Marscilles ; the

distance compuled at 1,410 miles, and the service to he
performed once cach way in every week in 147 howrs,
or ab an average rate of 10 miles per hour: and another
was to convey the wmails from Suez to Bombay, and from
Bombay to Suez, calling, on hoth voyages, at Aden 5 the

i rrr—— e
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distance computed ab 2,972 miles, and the service to be
performed once each way in every weelk in 813 hours,
exclusive of stoppage at Aden: or at an average ratc
of 9% miles per hour.

This contract remained in force until the 1st April
1869, having been superseded (as on that date) by an-
other agreement dated 6th August 1870, the currency of
which was to delermine not Iater than on the date
assigned to the annulled contract ; and the subsidy pay-
able thereunder to the Company, in consideration of
other additional service, was incrcased to the sum of
£450,000 per annum.

By the 12th article of the mew contract it was pro-
vided—in anticipation of the completion of the Mount
Cenis Tunnel and of the railway through it—that, on
due notice, the service between Marseilles and Alexandria
and wice wersé should cease, and in lieu thereof the mails
should be conveyed from Brindisi to Alexandria, and
wice versd: computed dislance miles, and the service
to be performed once each way in cvery week in 73
howrs, or al an average rate of 11 miles per hour.

The substituted service commenced sometime in De-
eember 1870, and has continued to the present time.

The said contract also provided for a weekly service
{rom Southampton to Alexendria, calling at Gibraltar
and Malta; and Dby that roule the heavy porbions of the
mails for the Bast Indies, China and Japan are forward-
ed ; from Alexandria to Sucz they are carried by the
Egyptian railway, and thence by steam packets to res.
peetive ports of destination.
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Latlerly, however, the altention of the Company has
been given to the advantages offered by the Suez Canal
in transporting the heavy mails by that channel to the
Red Sea, and they have submitled to Her Majesty’s
Government a proposal to release them from the contract
obligation and to permit them to carry the mails to Suez
by way of the Canal : and in return for that deviation
from the contract they have offered to accelerate by 24
hours the delivery of the lighter portion of the public
mail vid Brindisi.

The Company’s proposal having had the consideration of
Her Majesty’s Post Master General, a recent telegraphic
cominunication announces its acceptance, and a revision
of the contract in accordance therewith,

The roported decision in this important matter has
oceasioned the gravest disappointment among the com-
munity of British India, and the Committee of this
Chamber vespectfully record their opinion that the ex-
treme leniency which has been “exhibited towards the
Company amiply justifics the strong objections pronoun-
ced against the insufficient return which has been aceept-
ed as an equivalent for the concession granted.

The Company’s proposal to accelerate the mail service
vid Brindisi by 24-hours is a plausible one, but an . atten-
tive examination disposes of its conditions as fallacious
and valueless :—1Ist, hecause the arrival of the mails
from India 24-hours carlier than usual would involve their
receipt in London on Saturday night instead of Sunday
night, the delivery on Monday remaining unaltered,
and practically no advantage derived ; and 2nd, hecause
as the Company’s mail paclets reach Bombay, as a rule,

S e
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several hours before contract time—ranging during the
past 12 months as high as 73, and averaging nearly 39
hours—an arrival earlier by 24 hours than contract time
would be obviously no improvement of the mail service,
which is actually already performed in less time than
Her Majesty’s Post Master General has accepted as a
compensating concession for the privilege bestowed on the
Company.

The Company’s steamers have, on frequent occasions
and under no exceptional circumstances, landed the mails
at Bombay in considerably less than contract time, and it
is therefore no unreasonable inference that a higher rate
of speed can be maintained throughout so as to admit of
a material reduction of the time now oceupied. in per-
forming the service in its entirely. If the distance be-
tween Brindisi and Alexandria can be run in 75 hows or
ab an average rate of 11 miles the hour, according to
contract, no suflicient reason appears why the: same rate
should not be continued between Suez and Bombay, and
why a uniform average of 11 miles per hour should not
e the rate to which the Company should be bound from
terminus to terminus.

The capability of the Company to achieve such an ac-
celerated service can scarcely be questioned, for their own
performances afford sufficicnt evidence of their ability to
accowplish it.

The Company possess a flect of almost unsurpassed
excellence in all respects, navigated by officers of high
professional proficiency with remarkable punctualily and
immunity from casualties ; and the service, generally, is
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condueted with an efliciency which entitles the Company
to a cordial recognition of their endeavours to maintain
the position which their-enterprise has gradually acquired.

But while the Company’s merits are thus frankly ac-
knowledged, it is contended that the publie have an un-
deniable claim to all the advantages which result from
modern marine improvements in the working power of
machinery, the cconomy of fuel, and other means appli-
cable to obtaining a rate of speed far higher than that
attainable under eiveumstances which probably justified
the low rates contracted for a fow years ago: and it is a
source of deep regreb to the Indian community who ave
so largely concerned in the rapid conveyance of the mails
hetween this country and England that the opportunity.
presented by the Company’s recent proposal has not been
availed of to a fuller extent than that which has been an-

nounced.

The magnitude of the interests—social, political and
commercial—which commeet Great Britain with British
India demands a system of intercommunication of the
most complete clficiency, but that condition can hardly be
hield as realised if it failsin the material clement of ut-
most rapidity in_performing the postal service between
the two countries. The subsidy granted to the Penin-
sularand Oriental Company is a heavy charge on the
public revenue, and it is not unreasonable to require from
them in return every provision which can tend to render
their sevice as perfeet as thé resources. of the Company

can malse ib.

+Tn the judgment of this Chamber the reported concos-
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sion to the Company has not been accompanied by any
compensating advantage to mail service. The inadequacy
of the condition to expedite the delivery of the mails
24 hours carlier than contract time has already been exe
posed : and it is respectfully submitted that any amend-
ment of the Company’s contract involving the transmis-
sion of mails between Brindisi and Bombay, and wvice
wersd, in a longer period than 16 days would be regarded
as tantamount to a failure to obtain a full measure of
reciprocal obligation, and as a surrender of & valuable
privilege to the Peninsular and Oriental Company unin-
fluenced by that degree of protection to the interests of
the public which may be justly claimed at the hands of
Her BI:\jést)r’s Government.

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce—with whom the
discussion of the question under review originated—have
addressed the Divector General of the Post Office in Tndid
in a communication which sets forth, in considerable
detail, the various points bearing on the paramount neces-
sity of cffecting a thorough revision of the mail service :
and I am desired to express the comeurrence of this

" Chamber in all that has been advanced in that represen-

tation, and their hope that Mer Majesty’s Post Master
General will be pleased to take into his carnest consider-
ation the circumstances which have prompted this appeal
to Iis Lordship.

Lrom the Secretary, Gencral Post Office, London,
to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

8th September, 1874,

I'have submitted to the Post Master General your

7
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fetter of the 21st July last, in whieh you express the
opinion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce with re-
gard to the revised contract lately concluded by this
Department with {he Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company for the conveyance of the East
India, China and Japan mails.

“This opinion, which is adverse " to the revised contrach,
appears to be based solely on the telegraphie announce-
“ment of the decision come to by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, as abthe time your lebter was written, the revised
contract had nob heen signed, and, consequently, its full
import could not have been before the Chamber.

Tt is true, as pointed out in your Ietter, that one of’
the new conditions, namely, that by which the Company
are hound to accelerate the delivery of the mails ab
Bembay by twenty-fowr hours, (the only one to whielx
your letter refers,) is not itsell of great value, inasmuch
as the Company’s Packets, even under the old arrange-

ment, reached Bombay, asa rule, in advance of their -

appointed time. But I am to observe that, under the
revised contract, the same acceleration is sccured for
Ceylon, China, Japan, &e., and, incidentally, to the maile
for Australia.

As regards the homeward mails from Bombay, no
alieration of time is contemplated : but, in order to
secure punctuality both in the outward and homeward
voyages, the penalties for failing to arrive at the appoint-
ed time are quadrupled and made absolute, whatever
may be the cause of delay, (except alone those of ship-
wreck or damage to machinery,) whereas, before, the
i;xﬂiction of penalties for delay was. contingent on the
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state of the weather encountered during the voyage and
‘other minor circumstances.

Further, Her Majesty’s *Government have obtained =
7ol inconsiderable reduction in the annual subsidy pay-
2ble to the Company and other advantages.

1t must be remembered that the Government was not
negotiating a new contract. Had that been the case, the*
present competition in trade to the Kast might have
placed them in a very advantageous position.

But, in effect, the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s
contract, as it stood, could not he terminated for nearly
six years: and, consequently, when the'CGmpnny asked
for permission to carry the heavy or Southampton por-
tion of the mails through the Swez Canal and to be
relieved from the delay caused by their packets touching
af Alexandria (and this was the extent of the concession
asked,) the question to be solved was what would be the
fair equivalent of that concession,

After a lengthened discussion with the Company, the
Post Master General succeeded in obtaining from them
such advantages as he considered himsell justified in re-
commending Her Majesty’s Government to accept; and”
e has no reason to think that an insuflicient reburn has
been obtained for the concession granted. *

The revised contract has been approved by Parliament
and the question, therefore, is no longer open to re-con-
sideration during the continuance of the existing con-
iract, '
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" Dotontion of the Overland Mail at Suez.

When the reply to the Commibtee’s represen:
tation relative to the detention, for nearly a weelk,
at Suez, of the London Mail of 16th October
viA Brindisi is received, the circumstances under
which so unusual a proceeding was authorised
will probably be made known : at present- no
other explanation is suggested than that the
break-down of the steamer Surat with the South.-
ampton mails and passengers and the expediency
of forwarding them by first available opportunity
was a sufficient reason for the extreme measure
adopted.

Tt appeared to-your Committee that the deten-
tion was a wrongful and unjustifiable departure
from the Company’s contract to convey the Brin-
disi mails with all despatch, and that it ealled for
immediate notice and protest : they therefore at
once addressed the following communication to
Tler Majesty’s Post Master General. )

From Chamber of Comnerce to Her Majesty's
Post Master General, London.

Caleutta, 10th November 1874,

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
desire me to express their thanks to Her Majesty’s Post
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Master Ceneral for the reply to their representation re-
garding -the revised contract with the Peninsular and
Oriental Steant Navigation Company, which you have
heen good enough to communicate in your letter No.
4687 of the 8th September.

The Cominitbee’s object in addressing you on this

has reference to the detention abt Suez for a

weelc of the London Mails of 16th ultimo forwarded
per coniract packet from Brindisi to Alexandria.

The reason assigned for this most unusual detention
of the express mails is that the Swrat, with despatches
and passengers vid Southampton had broken down on
her voyage, and that it was therefore expedient to forward
them without further delay by the first opportunity, on
herarrival at Alexandvia, or Suez vift the Canal,

That opportunity was apparently presented by the
Ceylon, which was waiting at Suez to convey the
Brindisi mail to Bombay, but the Committce submit
that this was.a proceeding on the part of the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company not justitied by
the terms or spivit-of their contract, and that the deten-
tion of the Brindisi Mails on such grounds is indefensible.

The Company are bound by their contract to convey
and doliver the mails with «ll despatch; bub in this
instance they would appear, by an arbitrary exercise of
authority, to have ignored its provisions, and by a greater
regard for their own arrahgement than for the require-
ments of aspecial ‘contract service, exposed the public
of India to inconvenience which has resulted by their
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<leparture from the strict performance of contrach ohli-

gations.

On the lesser ground also of the personal disadvantages
to passengers by the detained steamer the Committee
would invite the earnest attention of Her Majesty’s
Post Master General to the cireumstances under which
they have been subjected to a vexatious delay in Egypt :
and they desire t6 submit their emphatic protest against
the action of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navi-
gation Company in respect of disregard of hoth public
and private interests.

Detontion of Overland Mails at Bombay.

Immediately on receipt of advice by telegraph
that the Calcutta portion of the London mails of
28th August would not be forwarded till the day
after their arrival at Bombay —involving a delay

* of nearly 20 hours—the Committee applied to the
Divector General of the Post Office for an expla-
nation of the cause of detention. A prompt
reply was given, bub it was disappointing and

- unsatisfactory, the reason assigned being that the
interval between the time of receipt of the mails
and the latest safe hour at which a special engine
should leave Bombay to overtake the ordinary
mail then on its way to J ubbulpore was too great
to allow of the mails being sent on. It was
shewn that the special was timed to arive at
Jubbulpore 11 minutes after the hour advertised

for the departurc of the Caleutta train from that
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station, and it was not unreasonable to assume
that no great effort was necessary to make up
that time in a ran of 600 miles, or that any seri-
ous loss of time would be incwrred by the Cal-
eubta train being detained at Jubbulpore till the
express arrived from Bombay.

The Director General however absolves the
authorities at Bombay from blame, as they acted
under his orders, and could not be expected to
accept the responsibility of a later despatch, or visk
the adoption of special arrangements which might
or might not have succeeded.

The replies from the Director General are re-
corded : and the closing paragraph of his last let-
ter conveys the satisfactory announcement that
the present inconvenient despatch of the mail
train from Bombay in the forenoon will probably
be superseded by the mail leaving at 9 r. a.: un-
der that plan the chances of the mails being de-
tained on arrival at Bombay will be greatly re-
duced, and their receipt in Caleutta in the morn-
ing instead of late at night will be an improve-
ment upon present arrangewents.

From Offg. Director General of the Post Qfice of
India to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 21st Septomber 187@.

I have the honor to acknowledge the xeceipt of your
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letter of the 19th September, enquiring as to the cause of
the detention at Bombay of the inward overland mail
which reached that port on the 15th September.

2. In yowr sccond paragraph, the interval between the
signalling of the steamer and the delivery of the mail at
the General Post Office, Bombay, is estimated at one hour
only and on that supposition you conclude that there ought,
to have been time enough to'send on the mails by special
train.  The interval between signalling and anchoring the
steamer necessarily depends on the clearness of the atmos-
phere and the time {aken over, the business of landing is
contingent on the state of the sca. Tt is impossible therefore
on {he mere signalling of the vessel to estimate accuratel -
the exaet howr when (]xc mails will reach the Post Office :
the mail is never finally delivered at the Bombay Post
Office uniil two hours, and sometimes not 41l “three hours
after the contract packet has been sighted : on the ocea-
sion now under notice the process occupied 23 hours.

3. A special engine for the conveyance of the over-
land mail for Bengal is, as the Chamber probably knows,
never used beyond Jubbulpore, a distance {rom Bombay
of 616 miles. When the ordinary daily train -can ho
overtaken at or hefore Jubbulpore a special engine is or-
dered ; when this cannot be done the mail lics over until
the following day.

4. The time gained by the uso of a special is 3 hours
55 minutes, so thut an engine, to reach Jubbulpore before
the departure of the Bast India Railway tr ain, must leave
Bombay not later than 2-25 v. ar. (M.tdns Time.) In
this instance, lowever, the mail was not finally delivered
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al the General Post Office wntil 2-36 1. 3., and the Bom-
bay postal authorities were therefore right in not employ-
ing a special engine.

5. The prohibition, to which the Chamber advert,
aguinst crossing the Bombay ghats by night does not
affect special engines carrying the mail: and the reason
why that prohibition governs the ordinary daily service
lies in the fact that the mail train and the fast passenger
train are always combined.

Irrom Offy. Divector General of the Post Ofice of
India to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 22nd Oclober 1874.

T have the honor {o acknowledge the rcecipt of your
Tetter, of the 12th October, and in reply o state that your
previous communication, of the the 28th Seplember, did
not seem to me to call for any acknowledgment; and I
am sorry now to find that an answer is awaited.

2. While regretting that the Chamber do not concur
in the views to which expression has been given by me,
T cannot blame the Post Master of Bombay for adhering
by my own orders. The {ime specified (2-25 r. ar.) was
fixed as the latest safe hour at which a special engine for
Bombay could overtake the mail at Jubbulpore: and it
is mot to be expeeted that the local postal authorities would
accept the rosponsibility of a later despatch or risk the

S
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"

adoption of special arra
not have succeeded.

which might or might

8. It must further be borne in mind that a special
engine cannot be started at a moment’s demand: those on
the spot are alone competent to weigh the probabilitics of

the need, and to decide in each instance whether the *

required notice should be given or not.

The present forenoon despateh of the mail train from
Bombay must always be an inconvenient arrangement
in the interests of the postal service ; but I am glad to
add that by a Time Table now under consideration the
mail trai for Juhb‘ulpore will quit Bombay at about 9
o'clock at night which will reduce to a minimum the
chances of any serious detention of the inward owﬂmd
mail at that port.

The Chamber’s Tonnage Schodule, as regards moa~
surement of Jute and Cotton, &o.

At a special General Meeting of the Chamber
held on the 21st February last it was resolved to
postpone for 4 months the further consideration
of the scheme then submitted, but no action has
been taken since ; and the only matter in connec-
tion with the proceedings of that meeting which
has come before the Committee is the followmn'
acknowledgment of them by the General Slup-
owners” Associations of London and Livery ‘pool.
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From the Secretary of General Shipowners
Society to Chamber of Commerce.

London, 17th July 1874.

In acknowledging your letber of 29th January and
27th February last, enclosing Abstract of proceedings of
your Chamber of Commerce, I have to staté that the
Commibtee of this Society delayed replying to your
communications until they liad an interview with several
of the Members of the Chamber who were in London.

This Meeting has taken place and the result is that
the Shipowners do not see anything impracticable in
their first proposals,—that they are dissatistied with the
resolutions of the Chamber and intend to adhere to the
principle of their original resolutions and to do all in
their power to bring the same into effect.

I enclose copy of the decision artived at by the Ship-
owners’ Associations of London and Liverpool.

SHIPOWNERS' ASSOCIATIONS.
Loadon and Liverpool, July 1874.
Bengal Tounage Scale. .

The General Shipowners” Society -of London and the
Liverpool Shipowners’ Association regret to have tore-

- porb that after various communications with the Bengal

Chamber of Commerce and meetings with different par-
ties interested in the question, they have been unable to
come to a sabisfactory arrangement for the measurement
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of jute and cotton at Caleutta, the proposal made by the
Iatter body not being in the opinion of the representa-
tives of the shipowners of anature to pub a stop to the
malpractices from which it is generally admitted they
have, so long suffered or to satisfy their reasonable de-
mands,

All that shipowners roquire or wish for is payment
Jor the space occupied in ships hold and this can only be
ascerlained hy measurement alongside or on ship’s deck.
Such a mode by qualified measwrers acting independent
Ly of both shipper and shipowner would be fair to all
parties and as no valid objections to its adoption have
yetbeen shown, it is to be hoped that it may ultimately
become the custom of Caleutta.

Meantime until some arrangement of an equitable cha-
racter can be arrived ab the following suggestions are
offered for the consideration of shipowners when giving
instructions to masters apd agents.

Tst.~To avoid as far as possible taking measurements ab
the Serewhouse and to' insist upon measuring either
on ship’s deck or alongside, or on some public ship-
ving wharf within the Port Commissioners enclosure.

2nd.—With a view to encouraging measurement on hoard
ship, it is suggested that engagements should bo
made per 5 bales not cxceeding 50 fect measured on the
Wharf, or nob exceeding 62 feet at the ship.

3rd.—The ton to be .
“per 5 lales nob exceeding (50 or 52) cubic feeb as
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above suggested” and ot “per 50 cubic fect”(without
Jimit of number of hales.)
Greorar L. Muxro,
Chairman, London General Shipowners’ Socicly.
JAs. MACDONALD,

Chatrman, Liverpool Shipowners’ dssociation.

Reduction of Doorgah Poojah Holidays.

The question of reducing the authorised num-
Dber of public holidays at the period of the princi-
pal Hindoo festival has advanced a stage since
the Committee last referred to it, and the point
urged by them has been temporarily conceded by
the Custom Flouse having been kept open for
business for half of the time allotted for the
holidays on the last occasion.

TFrom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Comnerce.

Caleutta, 21st July 1874.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 6th January 1874, suggesting.a reduction in the
present authorised number of public holidays :\llt?wc(l
during the Doorga Poojah festival on the ground ?l fhc
cxbrc;nc inconvenience caused to trade and the slnppmg'
by the closing of the Custom Touse and the cessation of
work for so long a period as twelve days.
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2. In reply T am to say that ab the instance of the
Government of India to whom the subject had been sub-
mitted for consideration, some of the most influential
native gentlemen were consulted and their replies indi-
cate an unanimous opposition to any proposal for o cur-
tailment of the gencral holiday during the Doorga Poo-
Jjah, and astegards the native employés of the Custom
House the suggestion which meets with most approval is
that if with & view to meet the wishes of the mercantile
community the holidays in’that office are to be limited
to one close week, the work entailed by the opening of
the Custom House during the rest of the vacation should

be met by relays of workers to be remunerated by extra
fees.

3. In consulting the Board of Revenue upon. the re-
ports from the native gentlemen, the Government desired
to ascertain how the limitation of the holiday to one
week so far as the Custom House is concerned, could
best he effected without seriously inconveniencing the
native officials, and the reply” of the Member in charge,

with the views expressed in which
21837'1_ the Lieutenant-Governor agrees,
. is subiitled for the Chamber’s
consideration. - If the Chamber is prepared to accept the
suggestions contained in the Board’s lotber ag regards the
compensation to be paid to those upon whom an extra
labour is thrown and as to the difficulties in connection
with the payment of duty, the Licutenant-Governor will
submit proposals in accordance with those views for the
favorable consideration of the Glovernment, of India,

Letter No. 42
dated Sth July
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Board of Revenue, L. P. to Government of Bengal.
Calcutta, 8th July 1874.

With adverience to Government order No. 2092 dat-
cd 21st May last, Tam divected to
state that the Member in eharge
has been in correspondence with the Collector of Cus-
toms, Calcutta, and the Bengal Chamber of Commeree,
relabive to the proposal made: by the labter to reduce
the Doorga Poojah holidays from 12 days to one week
on account of the inconvenience caused to trade and
s‘hipping by the closing of the Custom House during -
the holidays. Mr. Moncy understands the Bengal Go-
vernment order, and that of the Government of India,
torule that the prayer of the Chamber of Commerce is
to be granted so far as to limit “the absolute closing of.
the Custom Ilouse to one week, and that the Board is
desired to state how this can be done with the least in-
convenience to the native officials.

A, Money, Tsq., . 8.

2. Mr. Money is of opinion that no strict rule can be
passed for closing the Custom House-for seven consceu-
tive days only. The necessity of allowing {ime for going
to and from home, the intervention of Sundays, and the
occasional intervention of other strict holidays prevent
this. For example, this year the Doorga Poojah beging
on the 15th of October next, and lasts till the 26th idem :
the strict days of the Poojah are the 17th, I8th, 19th,
and 20th ; if, therefore, the first seven days were talken,
the Custom Iouse would re-open on the 22nd. Bul
as the 24th is also a strict holiday on account of the
Luckhi Poojah falling within the Doorga Poojah holi-
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days, and as the 25th is a Sunday, the Custom House
must be closed on those two days. Under such circum-
stances the best plan, it appears, would be to recognize
the general principle that the Custom House shall be
closed for 7 days only dwing the Doorga Poojah festival,
it being left to the Collector of Customs to determine the
days, cach year, and to fix them sufficiently carly in
the year to give long nobice to the mercantile commu-
nity. Thus, this year the Custom Houso might remain
open on the 15th, on the 16th till 2 p. 3., on the 22nd,
23rd and 26th October.

3. To curtail, however, the days of their holidays is
a serious hardship to the native officials. The ‘Chamber
of Commerce writes as if religious considerations were
the only ones which have reference to the feclings of
natives in connection with those holidays, {orgetting thab
this is the only time in the year when many native offi-
cials can spend a few days with their familics. The
Member in Charge is strongly of opinion that those
officials who would be deprived of a portion of their
annual indulgence, and placed thereby in a worse posi-
tion than others, should be compensated at the expense
of the persons for whose bencfit or convenience they
would suffer. Every native subordinate who attends the
Custom House during the holidays should, I am to
suggest, geb an extra day’s pay for each day of attend-
ance, the funds for this purpose being levied by fees pay-
able by every firm or merchant using the Custom Iouse
dwring such time. The Collector could regulate the rate
of fees, or the mercantile community might, if they pre-
ferred it, divide the cost among themselves.
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4. There is only one other point which Mr. Money
thinks deserves notice. During the holidays, the Bank
of'Bengal is not open to receive payment of duty, and

the Custom ITouse cannot receive it, for it has neither °

guard nor strong chest for large sums of money. It
would therefore be necessary for merchants intending to
pass goods, for either export or import, during the holi-
days, to'pay into the Bank before the holidays a sum
which would cover the amount of duty, and to produce
either the Bank’s receipt or a guarantee from the Bank
up to a specific amount. .

5. The Member in Charge sees no means of avoiding
this difficulty about payment of duty,and is inclined to
think that such compulsory payment will prove a serious
bar to merchants’ wishing to- use thé Custom House
during the holidays.

Lrom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 27th July 1874,
1 am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.

2982 of 2Isb instant, accompanied by copy of letber
from the Board of Revenue on the subject of the Cham-

ber’s representation: regarding the Doorga Poojah holi-

days : ‘and to state for the information of the Licutenant-
Governor that they are willing to accept the arrangement
proposed in the Board’s letter as to the number of days
on which the Custom House should be closed, and those -
on which business may be transacted there as usual ; and

also as to the remuneration of Custom House officials by

9
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fees, rogulated Dy the Collector, payable by those whose
operations necessitate their attendance.

If nn;ple notice is given of the arrangeinents to be
observed in October, the Committee are of opinion that
merchants desivous of carrying on their import and cx-
port husiness during the holidays will have no difficulty
in satisfying the Collector with regard to a sufficient pro-
vision for the probable amount of duty.

Accommodation for Native Passongors in Steamers.

In reply to the following reference as to the
increased space that should be allowed for native
passengers on voyages in Indian seas, the’ Com-
miltee stated that in their opinion the provisions
of Acts X1I of 1870 and 1872 were sufficient and
required no extension : but believing that the
large experience of the Agents for the British
India Steam Navigation Company would be ac-
ceptable to the Government in arriving at a deci-
sion in the matter the Committee submitted - the
reference for their opinion.  Their reply was for-
warded to Government, with the Committee’s ex-
pression of concurrence that the present state of
the law required no further legislation.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce,
Caleutia, 26th September 1874,

Tam direeted to forward hevewith a copy of a lobber
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from the Government of India, Department of Revenue,
Agriculture and Commerce, No. 444, dated 17th July
1874, regarding Rules for defining the space that should
be allowed under Clauses 2 and 3 of Section 12 of Act XIT

of 1870 and Scction 8 of Act XII of 1872, (the Native |

Passenger Ships’ Acts), and to request that the Chamber
of Commerce may Le moved to favor the Licutenant-
Governor with an expression of their opinion on the sub-
Jject. :

From Govt. of India to Government of Bengal.

Caleutta, the 17th July 1874,

The attention of Iis Excellency the Governor General
in Council having been directed to the question of fram-
ing rules for defining the space that should be allowed
under Clauses 2 and 8 of Section 12 of Act XII of 1870,
and Section 3 of Act XII of 1872, (the Native Passenger
Ships’ Acts) to each passenger for voyages in Indian seas
in the monsoon and in fair weather, I am directed to
state that it is proposed to make the following rules in
regard to coasting voyages, viz :—

(1st.) That at al! seasons nine feet he allowed for a

hetween deck passenger, with, in the north-castern mon-
soon four, and in the south-western monsoon six feet
apper deck accommodation for air and exercise.

(2nd.)  That for a deck passenger nine feet he allowed
in the north-eastern monsoon, and twelve feet: in the
south-western monsoon.
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Any exceptional rules that may berequived for Balasors
and Dhumrah to be framed by the local Government.

(2nd.) Tam to request that His Excellency in Council
may be favored with any suggestions His Honor the
Licutenant-Governor may wish in communication with
the Chamber of Commerce, to offer on the subject.

From Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co.,
Managing Agents of British India Steam

Navigation Company to Bengal Chamber of

Commerce.
Calcutta, 20th. October 1874.

In replying to your lebber of 13th instant with enelo-
sures relative to the accommodation proposed to be given
to native passengers, it appears necessary to vefer to the
present state of the law on the subject.

Clauses 2 and 3 of Section 12 of Act XII of 1870 pro-
vide for passengers having 12 superficial and 72 cubieal
feet of space in the between deeks and 4 fect on the
upper deck, bubt a perusal of Chapter 2nd of that

« Act will show that this provision is intended for sailing
vessels on long voyages,

Chapter 3vd of same Act states thai in the case of
coasting steamers cerbificates shall be granted which ¢ shall
“state the limits (if any) within which the vessel is to
“ply, and the number of native passengers which the

- “vessel is permitted to carry such number to be subject
“ fosuch conditions and variations according to the time
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“of the year, the nature of the voyage, and the cargo
« carried as the case requires.”

Section 3 of Act XII of 1872 amends clauses 243 of Act
XII of 1870 and provides that in the case of steamers
(¢. 4., steamers on long voyages hecause steamers on coast-
ing voyages are obherwise provided for) the space may
be reduced to 9 superficial and 54 cubical feet in between
decks. :

So far therefore as regards sailing vessels and steamers
on long voyages the present state of the law is satisfac-
tory, in as far as ample actommodation is given, while a
fair and proper distinction is made hetween steamers and
sailing vessels.

To summanisc ; the present state of the law gives to
native passengers by sailing vessels 12 superficial feeb
and 72 cubical feet in hetween ‘decks and 4 feet on
deck ; and by steamers other than coasting steamers, 9
superficial feet and 54 cubical feet in between decks and

“4foet on deck. In coasting steamers the space to be

allotted is left « ab the discrebion of an officer authorized
Dby the local Government.”

The letter from the Government of India to the Govern-
ment of Bengal while making reference only to clauses
2 and 8 of Scetion 12 of Act XII of 1870 and Section 3
of Act XIIof 1872, and taking no notice of Chapter 3 of
the 1870 Act which treats specially of coasting steamers,
proposes that the beb deck dation to be
given in coasting steamers should be the same as given in
steamers on long voyages, say, to the Red Sea or Persian
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Gulf.  Of this we do not approve because we consider
that the distinelion recognised in the Acts referred to be-
tween a steamer on a long voyage and a_ consting steamer
afair and proper distinetion, and that it should be up-
Tield. Tt seeems very appavent that what may be nceessary
for a pilgrim steamer going to Jeddah where a peculiar
class of passengers is on board for 20 days, is not neces-
sary for a coasting steamer where the passengers may he
on board but a few days, it may be but a few hows. In
fine we consider that the present state of the Jaw which
provides certain accommodation in sailing vessels, a less
accommodation in steamers and astill less accommodation

in coasting stenmers is satisfactory and not to be improved -

by further legislation.

Up till two months ago the passenger certificates given
by the Master-Attendant here set aside 6.5 feet in be-
tween decks and 4 feet on the upper deck for each adult
passenger by coasting steamers ; heing the same accommo-
dation as Government lave allotted to native troops
on the voyage from Caleutta to Rangoon.  This space we
consider ample and that a still less space on deck will
suffice when the voyage is very short such as from
Caleutta to Balasore or Dhumrah. That exeeptional
rules should he made for Balasore and Dhumrah is
recognised in letter from the Government of India to
the Government of Bengal, but we wish it to he
Lorne in mind that in the system of communicationg
kept up by this company under contract with the Govern-
ment of India there are many distances as short and
shorter than those hetween Calcutta and Balasore or
Dhumrah ; under which view of the case it will be ob-

served that the proposal for 9 feet would place our com-
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pany under a manifest disadvantage. What we desire
therefore is that the accommodation which up till a couple
of months ago was allowed by the Marine Department
Tere, ziz: 6.5 feet in between decks to cach adult passen-
ger and 8.5 feet on upper deck when no accommodation is
veserved below, may be reverted to, and that any excep-
tional rules made for Balasore or Dhumrah should hold
good for runs of somewhat similar distances performed by
our steamers.

The only unsatisfactory vesult of the present state of
the law, under which the accommodation on coasting voy-
ages is left “ab the discretion of an Officer authorised by
the local Government,” is the varicty of ways in which
that discretion is exercised. For example the steamer
Orientzl belonging to this Company now employed on
the mail line hetween Madras and Rangoon was surveyed
by the Rangoon authorities about three months ago and
obtained a license to carry 786 passengers, but the Mad-
ras authorities have disputed the Rangoon license and
granted: a new one authorising 398 passengers to be car-
ried between October and December and 515 during the
remainder of the year. So here we have the irregu-
larity of the steamer being allowed to carry nearly double,
the number of passengers between Rangoon and Madras
which she is allowed to take between Madras and Ran-
goon,

We will be glad that your Committee concur in our
views, and will recommend them to the Government for
adoption at all the ports of British India,
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Adon Harbour and Anchorage.

About 4 years ago, in accordance with instric-
tions from the Secretary of State for India to
report upon the harbour and anchorage of Aden,
Mr. Robertson C, E. expressed his opinion that
a certain amount of dredging ought to be done to
keep them in a fit state, and recommended tha
the shoal part near the light-ship should be dealt
with in the first instance ; but from information
placed at the disposal of the Chamber a few weeks
ago it would appear that no attempts had been
made to improve the condition of the port.

The Committee therefore represented the mat-
ter- to the Government of India, by whom it has
been taken in hand, as indicated by the following
reply :—

From Gout. of India to Chamber of Commerce.

- Caleutta, 23rd September 1874,

In reply to your letter of the 2nd instant, relative to
the Aden Harbour, I am directed to state, for the infor-
mation of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, that a full
report on the subject has been called for from the Go-
vernment of Bombay, and that on the receipt of a reply
you will be informed of the orders that may he passed
by the Government of India.
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Street Tramways.

Frequent references have already been record-
ed in the proceedings of the Chamber to the
expediency of tramways being constructed in the
business parts of the town and the suburbs of
Chaleutta, and the following reply from the Com- "
mittee to the latest communication from the Gov-
ernment of Bengal contains their views on the
points submitted for their opinion :—

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.

Caleutia, 22nd June 1874.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 4004
of 12th instant regarding a proposal for giving to a
private firm the right of making street tramways in
Caleutta for a term of years.

The Committee concur in the opinion expressed in
your letter No. 780 of 7th February last to the Chair-
man of the Justices that a proposal of such a kind should
be subjected to public discussion, and that the concession
by Government of a special privilege in favor of an in-
dividual speculator or a private company should not he
made until after ample notice had been given to the
public and opportunity afforded to projectors generally
of competing for the franchise, which in other countries
is generally considered to possess  considerable value to

. the grantees.

10
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The Committee see no reasons why the latter should
not be granted to a responsible party or corporation
subject to such control on the part of the Government
or municipality as will insure to the public the greatest
amount of convenience and the least interference ivith
the ordinary trafiic of the streels, &e., such concessions
have been made to private individuals and corporations
in many of the chief cities of Europe and America, and
the Committee are not aware that they have been found
to work against (he interests of the municipalities re-
ferred to: on the contrary they believe in most instan-
ces the result has proved beneficial to both contracting
parties,

The Chairman of the Justices states in his letter of
23rd December last  that the Committee was of opinion
¢ that a scheme for extending the Tramway through the
“town would have a better chance of success if taken
“up by capitalists of this city, and therefore tenders
“were noo publicly invited,” but the Committec of the
Chamber do not take that view of the matter; they ar¢
of opinion that the interests of the tax-payers demand
that hefore giving away a valuable right like the one in
question the widest publicity should be given to theix
intention and that tenders should be invited 6 months
after notice has been given in the leading newspapers.
By. this means they consider better terms could be got than
those which the Tramway Committee of the Justices arc
anxious to aceept : in fact, notwithstanding the limited
notice of their intention to dispose of the existing Tram-
way and the franchise for the town, the Committee are
informed that at the meeting held on 22nd of December
a tender offering move favorable terms for the privileges
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in guestion than the one which was accepted was actually
sent into the Tramway Committee, but, on account of
what appears rather an untenable reason, was not opened.

Proposed official testing and verification of
Enpglish Weights.

This matter was submitted for the consider-
ation of the Government of Bengal last June,
but no reply has been received yet.

The expediency of providing for the ultimate
adoption of a uniform system of weights through-
out British India had been the subject of a long
continued discussion which was terminated by
the passing of Act XI of 1870, whereby the
Indian seer, equal to the French Kilogramme
of 2,205 Ih. avoirdupois, was declared to be the
primary standard of weight.

In the statement of Objects and Reasons which
accompanied the introduction of the preliminary
Bill the necessity of the measure was urged with
the view among other grounds “to facilitate and
simplify commercial operations ;" -and it was also
stated that it had not been considered expedient
to introduce the weights of Great Britain into
India.

The Act was obviously intended to remove the
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long existing evil of a large diversity of weights
throughout the country, and in that respect it
was a measure of great public usefulness.

But in the presidency towns of India the use
of English weights is almost as common as the
use of Indian weights, and on several articles of
imported and exported merchandise customs
duties are levied on valuations per b, ewt, and ton.

Up to 1st November 1860 the customs re-
urns exhibited Indian weights only; but from
that date they were, with a few exceptions, dis-
placed by English denominations, and the altera-
tions then made have been since maintained,

The Committee were unable to trace the
authority for that alteration, but believed it was
given by the late Mr. Wilson in order to assi-
milate the. Indian customs returns ag far as possi-

ble to those issued by the London Board of
Trade, .

It appeared from a reply  given by the
Mint Master to.an application for testing the
correctness of English weights that he had not;
the authority or means to adjust any except
those in use by the Government, viz., the Indian
maund and the tola weight, with their my

Itiples
and subdivisions.
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Ag English weights are extensively used by
merchants in the purchase and sale of count-
ry produce and various articles of imported
merchandise, recognised by Government in
levying duty, and employed in official records,

‘the Committee recommended that thée Warden

appointed under Act X1 for the purpose of veri-
f);ing Indian weights be authorised to have t.he
charge of English standards also, and to Yerlfy
the weights presented to him for a declaration of
their accuracy, on payment of a small fee to cover
attendant expenses.

The Committee believed this plan had been
adopted in Bombay and hoped it might be in-
troduced in Calcutta.

The weights used in the bazar are generally
most defective, andthe system so long tolerated
should be forthwith discountenanced and discon.-
tinued, and weights officially recognised and veri-
fied should be authoritatively substituted. By
their constant use, the weights are considerably
reduced, and broken bricks and stones are ‘thrown
into the imperfect scales to supplement the loss
of the metal weights.

All weights current in the Caleutta bazar and
in ordinary commercial use should be tested every
six months, and it was suggested, if that ope-
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ration threw too much labor on the Mint Master
or Warden, that Government should appoint an
Inspector of weights, whose report should be ac-
cepted by the Warden as a guarantee of the neces-
sity for testing in all cases of proved deficiency,
and an official stamp of verification, with date
thereof, should be affixed to every certificated
weight. :

Trade routes and tho progpects of trade betwoen
Burma and Western China.

Though this is a question that more intimately
concerns Burma and our Colonies in China, the
. Committee have had pleasure in replying to the
request made them by the Government of Tndia,
and in their annexed letter they have embodied)
what appeared to be the principal points to
which the attention of the Commission should be
directed as regards the requirements of trade.
The exploring party has already started, and the
result of their enquiry will be no doubt duly com-
municated to the Chamber.

LFrom Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce,

Caleutta, 14th October 1874.

Tam directed by the Viceroy and Governor Ceneral in

Council to inform you that it is in contemplation by
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Government shortly to despatch a party of British ofii-
cers to Yunan for the purpose of reporting upon the
trade routes and the prospects of trade bebween Burma

and Western China, -

2, His Excellency in Council will be glad to be fa-
vored with any suggestions which the Calcutta Chamber
of Commerce may desive to offer on the subject of the
development of trade belween the two countries, or on
any matters of commercial interest to which the atten-
tion of the officers should be devoted.

Lhrom Chamber of Commerce to Govi. of India.
Calcutta, 25th November 1874.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2263
of the 14th ultimo which acquaints them of the inten-
tion of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor Gene-
ral in Council to despatch a party of British officers to
Yunan for the purpose of reporting upon the trade routes
and prospects of trade between Burma and Western
China, and invites any suggestions which the Chamber
may wish to offer on the subject. ' )

The first point on which the Chamber would desire
to receive special information is the comparative desirabi-
lity of the two routes vid Bhamo, on the one hand, and
Kiang Tung on the other, both as regards safety and faci-
lity of transit of goods and travellers, bubmore espe-
cially in view of the ultimate construction of railway
and telegraph lines,
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The route of the present mission has, the Committee
hear, heen altered, and it now proceeds, they are inform-
ed, by the later, instead of, as was first intended, by
the former, road. This change has been rendered mneces-
sary by rumours of disturbances in the Northern part of
Burma.

The establishment of a regular trade between British
Burma and Western China, or hetween any one country
and another, must have for its foundation not only secu-
rity for life and property but immunity from all stoppage
of intercourse. The Committee would therefore be glad
to learn what measures are -proposed to be taken to
ensure this end.  The means necessary for surmounting
these geographical and political - difficulties have no
doubt already engaged the attention of Government,

The Committee would also be glad to receive full and
complete information as to the commorcial products of the
different districts through which the mission will have
to pass and their capabilitics for consumption of British
manufactures.

If would be desirable therefore to get samples of the
various article of produce obtainable, witl astatement of
their available quantitics, and the extent to which their
production might be increased by the application of
Turopean appliances and machinery as well ag by the cn-
larged demand that would necessaril
out of a new outlet for the trade. If gueh samples were
accompanied by memo. of cosh 2

. ab the place of production,
together with charges of transport to Dot of exportation

the importation would he useful, and they shoylq include

ly follow the opening
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all articles, not only of manufacture but of natural pro-
ductions, metals, minerals, precious stones, &c. in which
Yunan is, the Committee believe; particularly rich.

A further point on which the Committee apply to he
furnished with information is about the coinage and
currency, of ‘which they would ‘like specimens and the
different modes of business, whether transactions are
conducted by barter or by payment in coin, a list of fl)e
weights and measures in use, with their comparative
equivalents in English or Indian cwrrency, is also
needed.

A large proportion of the'trade of Yunan at presen-('.
finds its way down the Yeang Tze River to Shanghai.
The relations hetween these Western States and the
ports on the Kastward should be ascertained and report- |
ed on, as well as the proportion of the. trade that may, L
on. the opening of the shorter route, be diverted to our

own provinces.

These appear to-be the principal points on which the |
Committec desire information, but they will be glad of
any favther report on subjects which may, in the course
of the enquiry, appear to the Government of sufficient
inberest to be communicated to- the Chamber.
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- Malacea, and that the Trench Scttlement at
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Prosent condition 'of Commorce botwoon
British India and Annam.

From Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Viceroy's Camp, Hazareebagh, 16th October 1874,

T am directed to state that His Excellcnéy the Viceroy
and Governor General in Council will be much obliged
if the Chamber of Commerce will favor the Government
of India with any information which they may Dbe in a
position to furnish regarding the’ present condition of the
trade between British India and Annam.

From Chamber of Commerce to Gou. of India.
Caleutta, 10th November 1874.

Your letter No. 3 of 16th of Jast month was submibted
to the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree at their
first meeting after the Doorga Poojah holidays, and I
was directod to state in reply thab it is not within their
power to furnish any information on the present condil
tion of Commeree hetweon British India and Aunam :
foras far as they are aware there is no direct trade he-
tween this part of India and the Provinee you refer to,
or indeed hetween it and any of the presidency sea-ports,
It is believed that the forcign trade by sea is principally
with China, Siam and British ports within the Straits of:
Saigon is one

of the principal out-lets for the products of the country,

4
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Reports on Uouzitry Produce.

During the half-year the Committee have had
veferences from Government for reports on sam-
ples of various country produce, and by the cour-
tesy of Messrs. Ernsthausen and Oestorley they
have been able to furnish ail available information .
regarding the following :— )
Gotton, from Hinghunghat seed grown in Palamoy.

,»  grown in the Jail at Midnapore.

»  réceived from the Cotton Commissioner.

Tobacco, grown in Madras from Manilla seed.
" ” Port Blair.

Vanilla, from Mysore.
Sulphur, from Nepaul.
Cocoons, produced from Japanese and Cashmere
: seed.

Tusser Silk Cocoons, from the Central Provinces.
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‘Wew Membors,

Messrs. N. J. Valetta and Co, have been ad-

mitted, by the Committee, as Members of the

Chamber, subject o the usual confirmation.
Members Retived.

Mossts.  Atkinson, Tilton and Co., Messrs.
Balmer, Lawric and Co., Messts. Wolff, Wilmans
and Co., Mr. G. M, Blacket, and Messis. Hamil-
ton, Brown and Co. of Mirzapore have ceased to
be Members,

Funds of the Chamber.

The halfyearly balance of the Fands of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 20-5-0 exclusive of
-Rs. 12,000 in 4 per cent. Glovernment Securities.

J. C. MURRAY,

President.
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PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON SATURDAY, THE 8rn AUGUST 1874.

Axprew YULE, Esq., in the Chair.

The Chairman opened the proceedings of the meeting
by declaring the purpose for which it had been convened,
viz., for the appointment of a Previsional Commitiee to
conduet the current business of the Chamber, and speeially
to revise the rules and regulations now in force, and to
report generally on the best means of promoting the
cfficiency of the Institution.

The Chairman remarked that the position he occupied
demanded some explanation, and in giving the reasons
which had induced him to remain on the Commitice after
the other members had retired he said he had heen desir-
ous of doing what little he could in the interests of the
Chamber and believed that, under cxisting circumstances,
he had best served them by acting as he'had done. 1t was
unnceessary for him to enier into any stalement of the
cause or causes, immediate or remote, of the present stato
of the Chamber’s affairs : that was a matter which would
be [ully investigated by the Provisional Committec whose
appointment. was the object of this present meeting.

The Chairman concluded a few other remarks by pro-
posing the following Resolution :—

That the f ing 1 be appointed « Provisional
Commitice to conduct the curvent business of the Chamber,

and especially to vevise-the Rules and Regulations now in
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Joree, and lo veport. on the best means of promoting the effi-
cieney of the Institution : :
Tlie Hon'ble J. R Bullen Smith, -
M. Henderson, Esq.,
J. C. Murray, Esq.,
H. Rhodius, Lsq.,
J. Flemington, Esq.,
T. Whitney, Tsq.,
5. A, Raphael, Bsq.,
E. C. Morgan, Esq.,
J. A. Anderson, Tsq., and
Andrew Yule, Esq.

Mr. A. B. Inglis scconded the Rosolution, which was
carried wnanimously.

The Hon'ble J. R. Bullen Smith then rose and said—

I beg leave to propose an additional Resolution. It has
occurred to some of us that upon this oceasion, col]siilcl‘iug
the pecnliar eircumstances in which the Chamber is placed,
mombers will for once bo willing to forogo their right of
voting for the Executive, and allow the Provisional Com-
mittee, just clected, to select such a Committeo as they
think will be aceeptable to the Chamber and likely to
advance its officiency and interests : Tmean that the voto

of the Chamber shall be taken not as usual by voling -

cards and individual names, bui simply by a resolution of
approval of the Committee which the Provisional Execen-
tive shall select and recommend. As a rule, I would on no
account wish to vestrict the elective privileges of members,
bub ab this juneture I believe the course I recommend
awill save considerable delay in the instalment of a regular
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oxceutive and be otherwise ationded with advantage. I
therefore heg to propose the following resolution :—

That it be an instruction to the Provisional Commitlee, now
appointed, to select and form « permanent Commitiee jor the
current, halj<year, and submit the swme jfor
confirmation.

Before sitting down I would say a word as to what fell
from the Chairman regarding himself at the beginning of
the proccedings. While, in common with others, T much
regret the late almost wholesale sceession of the Com-
mittee, far bo it from me to comment upon the action
taken by these gentlemen—they doubtless had reasons
satislactory to themselves for the course they adopted, and
it is not for us to question them, but I do think our Chair-
man is entitled to our thanks for remaining at his post
and saving the Chamber {rom being left withont President,
Vice-President or a single member of Committee. In con-
tinuing in officc under circnmstances very peculiar and
ot altogether agreeable, Mr. Yule has done all he could
| to diminish the inconvenience and embarrassment ar

ing
from the action of his late colleagues, and I consider the
best acknowledgments of the Chamber are due to him.

- M. R, Macalli: ded the resolution, which the
Meeting unanimously adopted.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Bullen Smith for the manner

in which he had expressed approval of the course he—Mr.

N Yule—had taken, and was gratified to find that the Meet-
ing entertained the same opinion of his conduct.

al and

There heing no “other business to {ransact, a votc of
thanks to the Chaivman terminated the procecdings.
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PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING '
IIELD ON SATURDAY, THE 5tn SEPTEMBER 1874,

ol § N 0 R. N ') i )
Tue Hox’sLe J. R. BuLLes Swrrm, President of the Provi--

sional Committee, in the Chaiv.

The Chairman said that in presenting the 1'01)011» of the:

Provisional Committee it.would not be necessary for him
to trouble the meeting with any lengthy remarks.

Their first care had been {o discharge any arrears of
business, which had been done, and the file was now clear.

Paragraph 2 of the Report veferred to the Rules and
Regulations of the Chamber, which, as desired, they had.
carefully revised, without finding much susc;ptib‘lc of
change or improvement, at which, however, Le had not
h(\,.en surprised, as the revision undertaken by the Com-
mittee some ycars ago had heen very complct’e and was
caArricd out with the aid of the rules of almost all the
principal Chambers of Commerce, including that of New
York. By referring o the Report in their hands, Members
would observe that a clmngc' was however propo!cd in Rul’c
V1L, by which the futwre Commitice might he

i nsidered
complete with only five Members, President and Viee-
President incleded.  He would mention that the Provi-
sional Committee did not consider a Committee of seven
at all*too large, but experience had shown that there was
frequently a difficulty in finding that number, which prov;d
inconvenient, and it seemed desivable therefore to provide
for the Committetibeing complete at the smaller number

while at the same {ime it was hoped that, as a rulo, the ol:{
complement of seven Members might generally l;c found:
able and willing to serve on the. Chamber’s cxcc.utivc.

s

N
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The Chairman next divected the attention of the meeting
to the proposed note attached to Rule VIIT. and observed
that the Provisional Committee had at fivst contemplated
making the substance of this note an integral portion
of the Rule, but on reconsideration this, it appeared’ to
them, might be placing too greata burden upon Members ;
they therefore resolved to propose the addition of the note
to the rule, and it was for him to express his hope that, in
voting, Members would bear its purport in mind and en-
deavour, as far as they could, to ascerbain the willingness
of those to serve for whom they proposed to vote. From
the neglect of this much inconvenience and delay was often
oxperienced at the usual periods of clection, and he hoped
the proposed note would recommend itself to the Members
of the Chamber.

Paragraph 3 of the Report gave the names of the
gentlemen who had kindly consented to form the regular . {
Committe, and contained a recommendation - that they
chould remain in office till May 1875, when a new election
of office-bearers would take place in the usual comrse.  As
several Members of the Provisional Commitice had agreed
{o remain in office, the task of forming a new exceulive
had not proved so difficult as he, the Chairman, at one time
anticipated, and he only regretted that it had not been
found possible to find an American Merchant to ocenpy
one seat, as had generally been the case in former years.
T4 would be seen that Bv. Muwrray, who had previously
ocenpicd the chair of the Chamber with much aceeptance,
ad kindly consented again to {ake that office, and he had
{he Committee as a whole would commend

no doubt that
itself to the Members. X
12
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In drawing the attention of the Meeting to the three
concluding paragraphs of the Report, the Chairman said
he knew that he was approaching a rather burning qﬁcs—-
tion, one which had excited a good deal of interest and
been the subject of much discussion. He belicved he mioht.
without any breach of confidence, mention that san’
"Members of the Provisional Committee, himself included
had been of opinion that the Shellac transactions rcf’erred’
to had not come before the Chamber in a form sufficiently
divect to warrant the introduction of the subject in (]155
Report.  The majority of the Members, however, thought
differently, and this being so, the minority cow\m;rl'cd ;Eso
that the paragraphs in the Report must be taken to
vepresent the views of the entire Provisional Cominittee—
he deemed it right to state this, Having decided fo take
up the Shellac question, the Provisional Committec consi-

_dered that any attempt to enter into its details would he at
once diffienlt and unneeessary : they judged that if after
mature consideration of all the knowledge that they possess-
ed, they confined themselves to pointing out w’bcre they
believed there had heen a departure from fair and stmi;ht.;«
forward dealing, adding the expression of their opi:ion
regarding such procedure, the circn‘mstnnces of the case
would be sufficiently .met. In this spirit the concluding
paragraphs of the Report had been {framed, and he, thz
Chairman, ventured to hope they would mect \\'iLh’ the
approbation of the Chamber.

! . His own opinion was that,
having decided to touch upon the subject at all, the Pro-
visional Committee could not have said less, nor was it
incumbent upon them to say more. o
With these remarks, he hegged to propose the

e adoption
of the Provisional Committec’s Report, !
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M. John Cowie scconded the proposition.

Before putting the proposition.to the vote the Chairman
invited the meeting to make any -remarks they desired on
the Report ; whereupon

Mr. T, F. Hamilton said it avas with reluctance he rose
to say anything against the Report, but it seemed to him
that the Provisional Committee had gone heyond their
powers in tacking on the last three paragraphs. They were

a Commitiee appointed with special instructions to consider

certain subjeets. of which this was not one, and as a matter
of form they were not called upon to express any such’
opinion as they have.  He was not well up in the forms-of
the Chamber, but thought it would have heen much better
for the Provisional Committee to have left the matter to
the new Committee now about to he appointed, leaving
them again to take the sense of cach individual Member
of the Chamber and act upon the result thereof. As it was,
they had expressed an opinion without being asked to do
s0, upon a question which was cithor important enough to
requive more decided action, or mot sufliciontly so as to
deserve those remarks of the Provisional Committee. IHe
therefore hegged to move that the last three paragraphs
be cut out of the Report, and that further action be lefi to
the mew Committee should they tkinkit desitable to ’
take any.

Mr. J. C. Murray said he must defend the Provisional
Committee from the charge of having exceeded — their
powers in taking notice of the shellac transaction. One
of the positive injunctions laid on them was to propose
such measures as might he necessary for promoting {he
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efficiency of the Chamber.  With one exceplion the whole
of the former Committee had resigned, aund under such
circumstances it could not be said that the Chamber was
i an efficient state’ And it was necessary therefore for
the Committec, on entering on this branch of ihe enquiry,
. toascertain the cause of this resignation. The eause was
not far to seck.  On the last oceasion of cards being sent
round for election of a President, only 19 had been returned
with names, and $ix Members had sent back their cards
declining to vote, showing that the great body of Members
was holding itsell aloof from the Chamber. This would not
of itself have been sufficient to have warranted action on
the' part of the Provisional Committee, but when onc

Member distinctly pointed to this fransaction as the reason

for Il:l'S‘l'nfﬂSZ\] to vote, it appeared to the majority of the
Drovisional Committee—himself included—that it. was no

more & matler of choice with them, but that they were
bound by their instructions to proceed with the enquiry.
Nor could he think a matter which had for the moment
ln:unght the Chambor into such an inefficient stato a small or
{rivial one 3 it was a grave and serious matter, and it had
accordingly received grave and serious notice af the hands
of the Committee. On such a serious matier it was the duty

of any Committce to be careful to take the sense of the

Member's at large, and in this My, Hamilton was quite
vight.  But the very fact of this General Meeting having
been called was a proof that the Commitiee had done wh.;,
Mr. Hamilton said they should have done 5 Members were
called together in order that the views and opinions of cach
individual Membor might be ascertained. The Provisional
Committee had had a most painful duty put on them whiclh
they have fulfilled regardless of their own private feclings
or [riendship. It was the first time in {he hislory of tﬁc
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Chamber that oceasion for ecnsure had avigen,-and he (3.
Murray) sincerely hoped it would be the last.

Mr. Hamilton’s motion. not being seconded, the original
proposition was put to the vote and carried.

vas no other

The Chairman having intimated that ther
matter to submit, the meeting separated afier a vote of
thanks to the Provisional Commiitee, proposed by M. T. A.
Apcar, seconded by Mr. H. B. H. Tarner.

BexeAL CRAMBER OF 'COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 2Tth August 1874,

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER
' OF COMMERCE.

The undersigned, who were appointed by the Special
General Meeting held on the Sth instant as a Provisional
Committee of the Chamber, beg to place before you the
result of their proceedings. ’

Under the 2 Resolutions adopted on that occasion the
duties they were requested to discharge were—

1st—to conduct the current business of the Chamber ;

2nd—io revise the rules and regulations now in force ;

3rd—to select and form « Comunittee for the currcnt, half-
year, and. to submit the same for approval and con-

firmation ; and.

Ath—Lo report on the best means of promoling the ¢fficiency
of the Institution.
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1st.—AH the husiness of the Chamber subniitied f{o {he
Provisional Committee has received their eareful
attention, and necessary instructions have heen
issued for its proper disposal.

2nd.~The rules and regulations of the Chamber were:
rovised by a Special Committee i 1866 and adopt-
ed at a Special Meeting held on 10th July, and
are now in force as then adopted, except Rule
_ VIII, which was amended at a Meeting on the
30th "August 1871, to admit of the Committec
themselves filling up vacancics, other than those of
Dresident and Viee-President: The Provisional
Committee have considered the existing Rules,
and arc of opinion that they should remain unal-
tered with the excoption of the following amiend-
ments.

Rules VIL provides for the management of
the affairs of the Chamber by a Committee of
seven Members, including the President and Vice-
Dresident ; and that four shall form a quorum.

Having regard however to tlie frequent changes thab

take place in the commercial community, to the vacancies
often ocemrring in Committee dwring the currency of the
year for which its Members are clected, and to the diffi-
culty practically experienced in filling them up, the Pro-
visional Commiitee arc of opinion that the Rule may be
advantageously amended fo the extent of authorising a
Commitiee of five Members, including the President and
Vice-President, to conduct the business of the Chamber,
and that ¢2ree should form a quorum.

95

They therefore recommend that Rule VIL. be amended
zs follows :—“ That the business and fimds of the Chamber
shall be managed by a- Commitice of not. less than Jive nor
more than seven Members, including the President and Vice-
President, to be clected, &e., and that three shall fo:-.m a
quorum, N

Rule VIIL—TIt has happened in numerous instances
that Members have declined to aceept office after having
been duly clected to serve on the Committee, and fresh
elections have heen the consequence. This has been attend-
ed with mueh inconvenience, and in order to avoid it for
the fature, the Provisional Committee recommend that the
following note he added to Rule VITT :— 72 is specially re-
quested that before a Member is veturned o serve on the Com-
mitlee lis nominator shall have ascertained Lis willingness to

‘aceept office in the cvent of kis clection by voting cards.”

The Provisional Committce do not consider it cxpedient
to disturh the provisions of the Rule or to press that their
suggestion should he of a cumpulsory character ; but they
desire to urge upon the attention of Members the desir-
ableness of making the preliminary enquiry recommended
by them.

3rd.—The Provisional' Committee submit for your appro-
val and confirmation the following as a Committce
{or the current half-year :—
Mr. J. C. Murray, as President,
Mr. M. HENDERSOX, » Vice-President-
Mr. J. A. ANDERsON,
Mr. J. FLEMINGTON,

Mr. A. B. Iveus, &5y Members.
Mr. G- G- Riso, ]
Mg. AxpREW YULE, J
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These gentlemen have consented to act as your Iixeen-
tive for the current hall-year, the period limitod by the
Resolution under which we were instructed to sclect .your
omcg bearers ; but as the current half-year will expil"c on
the 81st October, and as it is customary to clect a Com-
mittee: who shall remain in office for a 12-month from
date of annual clection in the month of May, it is proposed
that the gentlemen who have accepted our invitation to

conduet your business shall hold office until the next an-

nual clection in May 1875,

4th.—In responding to your request to report on the
best means of promoting the cfficiency of the Chamber,
the Provisional Committee have no difficulty in submitting
what appear to them most conducive to that purpose.

To maintain an Institution of the character of your
Chamber in a position capable of realising the objects for
which it was established, and on a scale commensurate with
the requirements of its husiness, it is cssential that the
vitality and support derived from its numerical strength
be supplemented by the cordial and zealous co-operation of
its members 3-by encouraging and helping yowr represen-
tatives in their task of conducting your affairs by useful
suggestions in all matters touching the advancement of
objects of common benefit and advantage ; by responding
{ully and freely to references which your Committee mn.;
sec fit to submit for your opinions on points on which it
may he desirable to obtain the sense of the Chamber at
large ; and by a far more general attendance on those
periodical occasions when yowr Committee ask at your
hands approval of their proccedings on your behalf. ’

But nothing ean more cffectually tend to promote the

m
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efliciency of the Chamber than the existence of harmoni-
ous relations among its Members, and the avoidance ol
all things subversive of interests which it is their common
duty to protect and incompatible with a high - standard
of conduck.

Tn closing their Report it is incambent on the Provi-
sional Committee to motice the transactions in shellac
which have lately been the subject of such unfavorable
comment in morcantile circles, and to which must be
mainly aseribed the break-up of the late Committee, one
firm—DMembers of the Chamber—having wnmistakably
and in writing pointed to thesc transactions as their
ground of refusal to join in tho recont clection.

The Provisional Committee do 1ot approach this mabter
in an inquisitorial spirit, nor attempt fo indicate the
amount of blame and responsibility attaching to cach or
any of the parties cengaged - therein ; they desire only to
Took at the broad question involved, and, ‘doing so in the
light of all that they have heard and read ‘on the subject,
they fecl hound to record fhat in their opinion the scller
of the shellac in question had just ground of complaint
In the judgment of the Provisional Committee a combi-
nation was formed to obtain in the contract a wording
intended to be, and which was, used ‘to violate the spirit
of the instrument,—to dcfeat what the seller in good
faith held and stated to be an important condition of the

sale.
The Provisional Committee view such a procedure with
it is onc which on behall of the Chamber

strongly deprecate, {ending as it must to
13

decp regret s
1hey cannot {oo




98

weaken the springs of Tonorable dealing, and to substi-
tute distrust and suspicion for the feelings of mutual con-
fidence which onght to exist between merchants.
J. R. BULLEN SMITII,
President of the Provisional Committee,

J. C. MURRAY,

M. HENDERSON,

. C. MORGAN,
ANDREW YULE,

J. A. ANDERSON,
JOIN FLEMINGTON,
8. A. RAPIIAEL, : : '
FREDERICK WHITNEY. ] .

’ APPENDIX.
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A.NO o o ‘ m. = packed, which, under the Chamber’s Resolution of 14th June
3 ag e ol . g0 B 1872 had effect from 1st July 1873.
P < m I~ = : .
S F® S W S =) =1
N o3 B
g - . . | + Cubic
£ = . ARTICLES. | et
R ﬂ0u it Pigg et per Ton.
EIS i:2 2
R 585 IS Aloes, in bags and boxes
A 5 i SZe Alum, m___ En_s
LY fa 8% 8 Y : Aniseed, in bags*
= m - m.. Aﬂmm " Arrowroot, i
S - = ~F
< £ 5 A s Eo S Arsenic, in bags or cases
= ] 58423 Asaféetida, in bags and boxes
fus] —_= g EEE8S Apparel, in boxes
o 3 :8 Hge g Bark, in bags
> £ R R - M1 Bees’ Wax
3 =2 28382 § oes \Wax
S Y RS B8k 5 <
LRI 285 A& TBetel-nut
SRR T e - oot
~ ) a Borax
& :t/ 4o ‘ — 0 ° Bran
< m/ - - Brimstone
= 2= 2232 |3 8 o Bullion ]
o™ £3 uu_w & N; =3 Cake:lac, in bags
Sy of g B Camphor, in cases
n K~ so w Cardamons, in robins !
© g boxes B
..D = .m il m. cnmm?.zw: boxes
S ss & N
S . ‘astor Sced . 5
= & Chillics, (dry) in bags
&S : : China Root, in bags
m H i boxes
2 ' Chiretta °
3 Churrah
1%5] Cigars
s iy —— Cloves, in bags
T - = 3 boxes
. 5 - Coals
g2 - 4 % Cochineal
FES g £ 2 Coffoe, in bags
g0 g 8 2 casks
®Ez g 3 £ - »
2 E =8 S ©
E5.3 £5 B ~
SISt SS a '
>




& oo | Cubi b, ver
ARTICLES, Cwt. per | T ke ARTICLES. Cwt. por | ¢
Ton Nett. Ton Nett.

per Ton.

Coral, rough Nux Vomica
Joir, loose and unscrewed . Oats,
Copras, or Cocoanut Kernel . 0il, in cases
Coriander Seed » casks

otton Opium
Cowries . Paddy
Cummin Seed - Palmatine, in bags

Black Teas

Cutch, in bags
Dates, wet
5 - dry

Pepper, Tong

» Black
Platks and Deals
Poppy Sced

10)
Tlephants’ Teeth in bulk Putchuck
Turniture Rags
Garlic and Onions Raw Silk, in bales .
finger TRattans for dunnage
Gram Red Wood, ditto .
Gums, in cases . Rhea B

Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth

Gunjah TRope, in coils
Hemp M ines and Trwines, in bundles
Hides, Buffalo, or Cow, cured < Tum, in casks .
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips “ e Saflower .
Horns, Cow, Buffalo, or Deer . Sago, in cases
India Rubber, in bags Sal-amoniac, in bags o
» in cases 4 boxes 20 gross.

Indigo Saltpetre 20
Tron Salt e 20
Jute Sapan Wood for dunnage 20 .
Jute Cuttings Secaling Wax, in cases . |

ac Dye Sced-lac, in cises Iy
Lard »  Dbags ;
Linsced . Senna e 50 i
Mace . Shells, rough, in bags " 20 P o
DMachinery Shell-lac, in cases 50 o
Metals . M ugs . e !
Dathie Sced Silk Chussum - 50
Mirabolams ,, Waste 50
Molasses Silk Piece Goods - 50
Mother o’Pear], in bags Skins - R

3 chests Soap, country, in cases ... 50

Munjeet » bags seesee
DMustard or Rape Seed " ar
Nigor Sced . . Stick Lac, in cases e 50
Nutmegs, in cases or casks .,. i " bags 16
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, | Cubic
ARTICLIS, St per
Tou Nett, | _ foo!
N - per Ton
Sugar R )
Tallow, in cases or casks gg
Tale o I "t
Tamarinds, in cases or casks. . 20
Tapioca . 5
Zap . N s 50
Teel Sced o ' %
Timber, round i
sy Bquared 5

Tincal . 50
Tobacco, in bales .
Tortoise Shells, in chests 50"
Turmoric PRI ¢
Whens . 20
Vool I 50"

1. Goods in Casks or Cases to he caleulated ur veig
when paying freight by weight ; and where roight 18 e prebh
on measurement, the measurement be taken on the Onstos? 1) oer:
whatf, or other shipping wharf within & radius of 5 atlos fr
the Custom House, except in the case of Cotton, the moasuremont
of wliieh shall ho faken at thoe Sorew-houser remen

2. Measurement to bo faken ab largest insi
the lashiug on one side and ontsid on i e, L0 A insido

3. Jule, Jute-outtings, Hemp, Cotton, Saflower,

ticles similarly packed, e scrowed in balos o other ar-
00 1bs.

arying from 300 to

© 4. The term  dead weight” shall be
following articles :—Sugar, bSalt;c\lch‘ Sl
Peas, Linsood, Rapeseed aud all Metals,,

rstood to mean the
¢, Wheat, Gram, Dboll,

HoW. I woob,

Seoretary.
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopted by « Special General Mecting of the Bengal
Chamber of Comnerce held on the 18th June 1861,—with ¢ficct from
1st January 1862, _

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Gold

Dyst or Coin ... w1 per cent.
2. On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo,
Raow Silk, Silk Picce Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pro-
cious Stones, or Jowellery ... o 2% "

3. On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
the Agent ... R

ES

4. Onthe salo or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all cases to be charged upon. the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-

chases upon both cost and charges v B »
5." On returns for Consignments if made in produce ... 25,
6, On returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion, or

Treasure o, e 1 "
7. On accepling Bills against Consi [ w1l

8. On the sale or purchase of Ships, Factories, Tlouses,
Lands, and all property of a like description ... 2} s
9. On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro-
perty of any description referred to Agency for N
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn ;. and on goods
consigned for conditional delivery to others and
s0 delivered, on invoice amount at 2s. per rupee.  half com.
10. On muking advances or procuring loans of money
for commercial purposos, when the aggregate
comumission docs mot exceed 5 per cent . 2} per cent,

On ordering, or receiving and delivering goods, or
superintending the fulfilment of contracts, or on
tho shipment of goods, where no other Commis-
sion is derived n w2y

11




viii
12. On guarantecing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements,
and on b ing security for admini; ion of
Estates, or to Government for the disbursement
of public money
13.  On del-credere or ing the due realization of

14. Onthe management of Estates for Executors or

Administrators o 2%
15. On chartering ships or engaging tonnage for con-
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for
loading .2k
16, On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the
amount of passage money,. whether the same
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not .., 28
7. On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order
or charter, or on procuring employment for a
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon
the gross amount of frcight, brokerage inclusive 5
18.  On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon
the gross amount of earnings., e b
On engaging troops for a ship to Gireat Britain or
clsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money
forrank and file . w2}
On realising inward freight, inward troop, Tmigrant,
or Cabin passage money . 2}

o

14

=

On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel
in distress, or on landing and selling by anction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con.
cerned on the declared value of all such goods
as may be re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may be publiely sold Wb

It Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picco Goods,, 24

T¢ Treasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery w1

... 2} percent,

o
5

2

»

24,

B

26,
27.

28.

30.
3.

=38

ix
On effecting Insurances, whether on lives or pro-
porty .
On settling Insurance claims, losses, and averages
of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre-

mium - 2%
On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating Bills

of Exchange ...
Ou debts or other claims when a process at law or

arbitration is incurred in claiming them . 2%
Or if recovered by such means ...
On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored w1
On collecting House Rent: 2
On ship’s Disbursements o 2%
On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any

loan on respondentic . 2%
On granting Letters of Credit. ... W'l

On sale or purchase of Government Secourities and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every
exchange or transfer not by purchase from one
class to another -, o 3

On delivering up G Sccurities and Bank
or other Joint Stock Shares, on the market value 3
On all amounts debited and eredited within the year
(less the balance brought forward) upon which
no Commission amountivg to 5 per cent. has
been charged ... o 3

& Brokerage when paid is to bo separately charged.

H. W. I, WOOD,

Secretary.

% per cent.
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Agelasto A, and Co.

‘Apear and Co.

‘Argenti, Sehilizzi and Co.

Ashiburner and Co.

Anderson, Wright and Co.

Balfour, 4. 0f. Agent, Oriental Bk

Conporation

Barlow and Co.

Begg, Dunlop and Co.

Borvadaile, Schiller and Co.

in, B.

slos Nephews and Co. .

Clialmers, J. Manager, National Banls

India.

Coclrane, . Manager, Agre Bank,

Limited.
Colvin, Cowie and Co.
Crooke, Rome and Co.
Cox, Henry S.
Cohn Brothers and Co.
DeSouza, Thos. and Co.

_ Dyarknnath Dutt and Co.
Ede and Hobson.
Brmsthanson gad Ocstorloy.
Twing and Co.

Llliott, Jolln and Co.
zra, L.D. L.
Tergusson, &. 11, and Co,
Finlay, Muir and Co.
Gisborne and Co.

Graf and Banziger,
Graham and Co.
Grindlay and Co.

s S,

m, George and Co.
", W. and Co,
Hoare, e i o
Huber and Co.

Jardinc, hlcinncr and Co.

, Bullen and Co.

Ker, Dl)(li and Co.

Kerr, Tarruck and Co.

Lamourous and

Tovgmuir, M. Hanager, Delli and
Lovdon Bank, Limited,

Lovell, M, P., Supdt,, P. & O. Stean:
Navigation Company.

Mackillican, J. and Co.
Macallister, R. and Co.
Mackinnon, Mackenzic and Co.
Mackenzic, Lyall and Co.
Macneill and Co.
Macknight, Anderson and Co.
Moran, V. ana
Manockjos Rustomjec.
Morsiss, T, dgent, Hong-Kong and
Shanglai Banking Corporation.
Pearar, Macras and Co,
ir, Duncan and Co.
Detiosaciim Bt
Prostage, T, dgent of the astern
Bengal Railway Company.
Prawnkissen Law and Co,
Ralli Brothers.
Ralli and Mavrojani.
Reinhold and Co.
Robort and Charriol.
Rentiors und Co.
Robinson, S. I
Reid, J. 3L, Aym Chartered Mereantile
Bank of India, London, and China.
Renand, A., Manager, Comptoir D'Es-
comple dé Paris.
Sagrandi, J. P.
Simpson_ J., Agent, Chartered Dank
of Tndia, duivalia and Cliina..
Stecl; MeTutosh and Co.
Sehlnepfer, Putz and Co.
Seliroder, Smidt and (o,
Schoene, Kilburn and Co.
Sassoon, D
Shaw, D.
Thomas, J. and Co.
Turner, Morrison and Co,
Toulnin, L. V. and Co.
Tamvaco and Co.
Tambaci, Paul and Co.
Ullmann, Hirschiorn aud. Co.
Valetta N, J. and
Wetntutt Brotors
Wilson, H. T.
Whitney Brothers and Co.
Williamson Brothers and (‘o
Wiseinan, Mitcholl, Reid avd Co.
Yule, Andrew and Co.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Pirst ... That the Society shall be styled “Tus
Brxean Cuavser or Coxeres.”
Second.... That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to wateh
over and protect the general commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal, and
specially those of the port of Caleutta;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public autho-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ceive references from, and to arbitrate
Dbetween, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;

c and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.

Third.....That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be admissible as
members of the Chamber.

‘Fourth....That candidates for adimission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed
and seconded by two members, and may

.
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be elected by the Committee provisionally,
such election heing subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.

Fifth.u....That the subseription of firms and banks

shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,

and of mofussil members 32 rupees per -

annum. "

Siwth ... That any member of the Chamber whose
subseription shall be threc months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members &fter one
month’s notice of such default.

Seventh... That the business and funds of the Cham-

* ber shall be managed by a Committee of

not less than five nor more than-seven

Members, including the President and

Vice-President, to be elected annually at a

General Meeting of the Chamber in the

month of May ; the President, or, in his’

absence, the Vice-President, being ex-offi-

cio Chairman of the Committee, and in the

absence of ‘the President and Vice-Presi-

dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman. Three to form a quorum.

ighth.... Anual elections  of President, Viee-'

President, and members of the Com-

xiii
mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voling cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing  his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-
dent, from the Presidency for three
months or by departwre for Europe, or
by death, shall be fortliwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
Committee. All vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committee

hall be forthwith filled up by selection

by the Committee subject to approval ab
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.

BF It is specially requested that before @ Member
is returned Lo seive on the Committee his nomina-
tor shadl have ascertained lis willingness to accept
office in the cvent of his election by voting cards.

Ninth... That parties Tolding powers og procura-
tion ghall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be cligible to serve as members of
the Committee.
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Tenth... Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time.

Eleventh. That the Committee shall meet for the
purpose of transacting such business ‘as
may come .within the province of the

convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Twelfth. That all proceedings of the Committee
be subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.
Thirteenth.That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared
printed, and circulated for iufornmtim;
of members three days previous to ihe
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval.
Fourleenth.That the Seeretni'y shall be elected/
by the Committee ; such election to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting. °
Fifteenth.That General Meetings of the 'Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-

Chamber at such times as may suit their -

~XvV

mittee may consider convenient for the
despatch of business.

Sizteenth.That any number of members present
<hall be held to constitute a General Meet-
ing, “called in conformity with the Rules-
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.

Seventcenth.That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman  of Committee, shall call a
Special General Meeting, to be held with-
in 15 days subsequent to receipt of such
requisitionf .

Eighteenth.That every subscribing firm or banl -

shall be entitled to one vote only, and thab
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special General
Mectings shall have & casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.

Nineteonth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote. :

Tuwenticth Thit voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Tuwenty-first.That the Chamber reserves to itself
the right of expelling any of its members;
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such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members present in
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-second.That strangers visiting the Presiden-
cy may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary members for a period not ex-
ceeding two months. A

Twenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be made
except by the votes of a majority of
the members of the Chamber present in
person or by proxy at.a Special General
Meeting to be held after previous notice
of three months.

Cones and Co., No, 19, Loll, Buzar,
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