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P
i . Proceedings of the half-yearly General Meeting
; of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on
INDEX TO THE APPENDIX. - § Saturday, the 30¢h May 1874,
H o —
SussEcrs. Page. ) " The Hon'ble B, D. Covvix, President, inthe Chatr.
Tunds of the Chamber . A os The advertisement convening the meeting
having been read by the Sceretary,
‘Commercial Returns for 1873 iii
Revi The Chairman addressing the members present
tevised Tonnage Schedule for the Port of Caleutta it said :—Gentlemen,—Before offering any remarks
Schodule of Commission Clarges... “ g on the subjects referred to in your Committee’s
’ report, I wish to express to you my sense of
Members of the Chamber o siv the honor conferred upon me in being selected
Rl o to fill the responsible position of President of the
s nd Tiogultions of tho Chamber xv Chamber, on the occasion of the departure to
— S R England of my friend Mr. H. H. Sutherland. I

accepted the office with considerable diffidence, as,
although I take a great interest in general in com-
mercial questions, I cannot lay claim to the expe-
rience and judgment of many of my friends here,
I must also ask you to bear in mind that having
only recently joined the Executive of the Chamber,
Tam not so entirely conversant with all the mat-
’ ters which have come before the Committee as T
should wish, and I trust you will forgive my
shortcomings in this respect,
4
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T now pass on to touch upon some of the points
which have occupied the attention of the Commit-
tee during the past six months.

Buperr.—As stated in the Committee’s report,
they have not had occasion to address the Go-
vernment regarding the. budget, and it would
scarcely be necessary for me to say anything on
the subject, were it not that the general condition
of the imperial finances has always a more or less
direct bearing upon the trade of the country, and
it is desirable {o keep in view, from year to year,
in what manner our commerce is affected by the
mode in which the revenues and expenditure of
the country are dealt with. It has been the lot
of more than one former President to have to criti-
cise the administration of the finances of India,
but it is my more pleasing task to express what I
believe to be the general feeling among you that
the budget for the present year is one that is worthy
of the Government of India, and deals on safe-and
sound principles with the resources at their com-
mand, not only in respect to the ordinary ways
and means, but also to the exceptional erisis which
has arisen and caused an unexpected expenditure
of between six and seven millions sterling. 1t is
neither my place nor my purpose to enter into any
general discussion as to the policy of' Goven;-
ment in connection with the famine, but T would
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say in respect to the Viceroy’s decision not to in-
terfere with the exportation of rice,—a decision
which has been much called in question in various
quarters, especially in England—that, although at
the timeit appeared doubtful what the consequences
might be, and strong arguments were brought for-
ward in support of the prohibition, it is now
generally acknowledged that His Excellency ex-
ercised a right and correct judgment in the matter,
and many of those whoat first took the opposite
view will admit that subsequent events have es-
tablished the soundness of the reasons given by
Lord Northbrook for his determination.

1 would also say in respect to the extraordi-
nary famine expenditure that the policy of pro-
viding for it by loan instead of by extra taxation
is one which we must approve. 1t is true that
the drain on the treasury balances in the mean-
time was a source of no small embarrassment fo
the trade of the country, enhanced in some degree
by the great uncertainty as to its extent and du-
ration, and as to the means which would be adopt-
ed to replenish the diminished reserves.

And this brings me to the second subject

noticed in the veport, which, though headed
Governiment rice purchases, deals with their genéml
operations in connection with the famine as aflect-
ing trade. You,are all aware how many differ-
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ent opinions were entertained, and how many
conflicting statements published, on this subject,
and. your Committee thought it advisable to urge
upon Government greater publicity in regard to
their procecdings. His Excellency the Viceroy
was pleased to express his concurrence in the opi-
nion as to the desirability of such publicity, and to
direct the communication to the Chamber of all
information of importance affecting the mercan-
tile interests. The Committee trust that their
action in this matter will be approved.

Lasor Disrrrers Earerarion Biun.—Regarding
this Act I need only say that as T was a member
of the Bengal Council from its introduction to its
passing, and served on the Select Committee on
the Bill, T can conscientiously endorse the re-
marks quoted in the report as to the very full
and careful consideration which the subject re-
ceived, and T am sure that the recommendations
of the Special Committee of the Chamber were
of great service in deciding many points of detail.
Experience alone can show how far the Act will
be found an improvement on the previous law,
but I fear that in respect to sirdar recruiting it
has already proved rather a check than an en-
couragement to that system. I think, however,
we may anticipate that the bill will serve to sef
legislation on the subject at rest for some time,
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Porr Trusr—Under this head will be found
a representation to the Government of Bengal as
to the extension of the powers of the Port Com-
missioners to the Sandheads, and as to the need
and justice of a contribution from imperial funds
to the expenses of the port, instead of charging
the whole of those expenses on shipping and comn-
merce. No definite action appears to have been
taken in the matter, but it is one which I would
commend to the attention of the Committee that
may be elected to-day as being of urgent impor-
tance in itself, and also as closely connected with
the condition of the Pilot Service. We have
veceived a letter from a well-known member of
that service, forwarding copy of a resolution of
the Government of Bengal, which has not, how-
ever, been officially communicated to the Cham-
ber. This resolution, after referring to certain
recommendations of the Committee appointed to
consider this question, and of which Committce
my friend Mr. Murray was a mewmber, proceeds
to state that it is necessary to make a deduction
of 15 per cent. from the present pilotage ‘receipts
and to raise the port charges in order to mect
the port expenditure, on which there has hitherto
been a considerable deficit. It appears to the
Committee thab this reduction is neither consistent
with the general efficiency of the service nor with
fairness to its individual members, and T am




6

quite sure that the charges on shipping in the:
port are fully heavy already.

While on this subject T would draw the attention
of members to the Bill for amending and cousoli-
dating the various Port Acts which bas been in-
troduced into the Legislative Council of the
Government of India, and, as I am a member of
the Select Committee on the Bill, I would invite
the suggestion of those who are especially in-
terested in the subject. :

The next two or three matters noticed in tlie
report are also connected with the arrangements
of the port; but as they are merely the answers
of your Committee to questions submitted for
their opinion, and these replies speak for them-
selves, it is not necessary to draw special attention
to them.

Cusrons Tarirr.—The question of the revision
of the Customs Tariff remains in abeyance,
pending a reply from Government to the
Chainber’s letter of 20th: August last. Your
Committee have been wnwilling to press for
prompt replies on this and other matters
while graver and more urgent questions have
necessarily engrossed a great part of the time
and  attention of the local Government, but

0
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‘the Committee believe that the defects in the Cus-
toms Act and Tariff are sufficiently conspicuous
to require early amendments, and the subject will
no doubt receive the attention of your future
Executive. The Committee believe that you will
endorse their action in abstaining from entering
into the question raised by the Manchester Cham-

ber of Commerce as to the abolition of the Cus-,

toms duties on cotton goods.

Dooraa  Poosa Hormavs.—In  conformity
with the vesolution carried at the general meeting
in November last, your Committee addressed
the Government of Bengal on the subject of
the reduction of the Doorga Pooja holidays.
No reply has been veceived, and, with every
respect for the advocates of that reduction, T may
be allowed to say that I shall personally be quite
content if the letter remains in the pigeon-hole
where it may now be supposed to rest.

ToxnnacE ScnepuLs.—I now come to a ground
upon which 1 almost fear to tread, and I think
my safest course would be to steer clear alto-
gether of the tonnage schedule. I may, how-
ever, remind you of the present position of the
matter, which is this; at the last general meet-
ing a resolution was carried by a large ma-
Jjority, adopting in - principle the recommenda-
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gion of the sub-committee on this subject, but
deferring any definite resolution upon it for
four months in the hope that by that "time those
who previously took their stand on opposite sides
of the dividing line of special interest might then
meet on common ground, and agree upon some
such compromise as is contained in the scheme
then proposed. Whether there is any chance of
such a happy result I am not able to say, though
T learn that negotiations are in progress in Eng-
land with' the view of bringing it about ; the Com-
mittee have in the meantime thought that it is
not for them, but for the general body of members,
to take the next step in the matter. My own
opinion is that the scheme then suggested, though
perhaps susceptible of amendment, rested on a
Dasis of fairness to.both sides and of feasibility in
operation, and these scem to me to be the only
essential conditions of such a scheme, and those to
which consideration may, I think, be confined in
future.

Tereorarr.—The defective working of the tele-
graph line to Rangoon was the sthcch of a repre-
sentation to the department ; and i 1mprovement has
sinee been noticed. The Committee have also had
a long correspondence with the same department
on two important subjects : firstly, with regard to
the adoptionof Webster's Ductionaryas the standard

9

in respect to compound words ; that higlly re-
spectable but antiquated authority having a habit
of inserling hyphens between nearly every avail-
able syllable, very many ordinary words of two
syllables became compound words, and were

“charged double accordingly, and the new rule was

consequently found to be arbitrary and ohjection-
able in the extreme. The Director General ex-
plained that the rule was framed to prevent un-
reasonable and extraordinary combinations only,
and has since modified it to meet that purpose.

The second subject on which your Committee
have bad occasion to address the telegraph admi-
nistration relates lo the rejection of certain code-
messages under departmental rules which came in
force on the 1st instant, without previous notice
to the public. Under these rules several messa-
ges, of which' examples are given in the corres-
pondence, of the same class as had hitherto been
accepted as code-telegrams, that is to say, consisting
of words or ﬁguleb of preconcerted meaning,
were declared to be inadmissible under that bead
in terms of the Convention, and to be of the ci-
pher class, and liable to a double charge.  You
will observe from the letter of the Director Gene-
ral that these mew restrictions were considered -
necessary in consequence of the very complicated
character of some of the codes employed and the

B
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puzzling combinations of words of different langu-
uges, and of figures, and so on. Though the Commit-
tee differed insoine degreefrom theDirector-Gene-
ral as to the interpretation of the Convention, they
thought it better to confine their representation
to a request for sufficient notice of any such impor-
tant changes in the rules to enable the question to
be referred home, and to give time for new codes
to be prepared, if necessary; and in the mean time
action under the new rules has been suspended. It
may be, and in fact is, I think, the case that some
codes now in use are open to the objection urged
by the Director General, but it is only reason-
able that ample time should be allowed to amend
them.

Having now noticed the chief subjects mentioned
in the Committee’s report I will proceed to ad-
vert to one or two other matters of interest : first,

with regard to the Hooghly Bridge. The Com-

mittee have been favoured by Mr. Leslic with
ashort report of the progress of the work, in which
he states that he anticipates thatit will be open
for traflic in September next, the recent accident
having delayed completion for about two months

“All the Pontoons of the West half of the Bridge as far
“as the central opening for shipping are now permanent]
“moored in place, and the superstructure with road\vqy
“platform erecled upon them complete, o

with the exception
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“of the adjusting way connecling this portion of the bridge
“yyith the Howrah abutment.

«QOn the Calcutta side the pontoons of the adjusting
“ways only are permanently moored in place, two other
“gections are erccted and temporarily moored and a third
“in process of erection ; the materials for all the remain-
“ing portions of the Bridge including those damaged by
“the late accident are in progress.

“Tt is oxpected that ihe bridge will be completed and
“yeady for traffic in September next.

“Before the accident 220 feet of the Bridge on the Cal-
“cutta side was fixed in place, and at the rate of progress
“then attained, the' Bridge would have been ready some
“time in June, the delay due to the accident may therefore
“be reckoned at three or four months.”

Next with regard to the completion of the sur-
veys and charts of the Indian coasts. Ilearn that
Captain A. D. Taylor, of the Indian Navy, has
been assisting the Government in the preparation
of a scheme which is now under consideration. Cap-
tain Taylor has also shown the Committee a copy
of the Tndian sailing directory, which he has been )
editing and which is likely to become a standard
work.

There are one or two, what I may call, out-
standing subjects, such as those of Octroi Duties,
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which, owing to various changes in the Exccutive,
have not perhaps been taken up quite so continu-
ously as I could wish, but with which the new
Committee will no doubt deal.

I think that I have dwelt on all the subjects
mentioned in the report, and will now move « that
the Report of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce for the half-year ended 30th April
1874 be recerved.”

The resolution was seconded by Mr. T. A.
Vlasto, and carvied.

Tt was then proposed by the Honble F. G.
Eldridge, seconded by Mr. F. Eisenlohr, and
carried,— that the Committec’s conditional election
of Mr. H.F. Wilson and Messrs Reinhold & Co.,

as Members of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
be confirmed.”

.Mr. J. Y. Macknight moved—¢ thot the Com-
mattee’s  conditional election of the Honorable
B. D. Colvin and My dundrew Yule s Members
of the Committee, in the room of Mr. William
Crail and Mr. William Duncan, proceeded 1o
Burope, be confirmed.”

The resolution was seconded by Mr. A
Strathers, and carried, '

B
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Tt was proposed by Mr. A. B. .Ing]is, second-
ed by Mr. Evan A. Jack, and carried— that the
cordial thanks of the Chamber of anmcroe .lm
given to the Committee Jor their services during.
the past half-year.”’

Messrs E. Elliott and A. M. Clark'havmg
examined the voting -cards for the election of a
Committee for the current year recorded the
resultin the return of the following Members :i—

The Honble B. D. Colvin, President, the
Hon’ble F. G. Eldridge, Vice-President, Messrs.
T. Tigenlohr, T. A. Vlasto, Andrew Yule, T. A,
Apcar, and G. M. Struthers, Members.

M. Colvin thanked the members for re-electing
Dhim President, and had only to say that he hoped
he might prove himself worthy of the honor.

The meeting then terminated.

H. W.I. WOOD,
Secretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

. Report of the Committee for the half-year
ended 30th April 1874.

Tur Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal questions which
have come under their consideration during the
past hal{-year.

The Financial Statomont for 1874-75.

Avrmoven the Budget has not formed the subject
of any communication between the Government of
India and the Committee of the Chamber, it ap-
pears to the latter desirable fo include in their re-
port the finaneial resolution which accompanied the
publication of the annual statement of accounts.
The Committee believe that these accounts have
been received with general satisfaction by the com-
mercial community, as confirming the conviction
expressed in the statement for the previous year
that, the normal revenue of the country is now more
than sufficient to meet all ordinary .expenditure ;
and the estimates for the year 1874-75 appear to
afford sufficient ground for looking forward with
confidence to the recurrence of a moderate surplus.

. 1
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The Committee are also of opinion that the
manner in which the extraordinary expenditure
rendered necessary by the famine has been provided
(although it has caused a considerable temporary
pressure upon commercial resources) has heen judi-
cious and statesman-like ; and the avoidance, under
such exeeptional circumstances, of any fresh mea-
sure of taxation is a ground of special satisfaction.

No. 2666, dated 28rd April 1874.
Resolution by the Government of India, Financial
Department.

Reap—
The Budget estimates of revenue and expendibure and
receipis and disbursements during 1874-75.

Regorurron—A statement in explanation of the accounts
of the yoar 1872-73, of the regular estimates of the year
1873-74, and of the budget estimates of the present ):cnx-,
accompanies this resolution.

2. The Governor Genoral in Council rogrets that the
Hon’blo Sir Richard Temple has heen unable to prepare
the financial statement himself, but the Government of
India have had the advantage of his valuable advice and
assistance in arriving at their conclusions upon the finan-
cial measuwres of the year,

) 3. The accounts.of the year. 1872-73 show surplus of
income over ‘ordinary expenditure of £1,763,878. The
particulars in which the aceownts vary from the regular
estimates are described in the sh\tcn;cnts and ¢ o

N X all for no
special notice.
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4. The rogular estimates for the year 1873-74, nol-
withstanding the loss of half a million sterling to the reve-
nues caused by the expiry of the Income Tax Act, show o
surplus of income over ordinary expenditure of £1,818,700.
This result is apart from the expenditure caused by the
famine, which will be subsequently noticed.

5. Explanations of the different items of revenue and
oxpenditwre are given in the statement. . The analysis
affords every reason for satisfaction.

The excess of the net revenue from opium over the
budget estimate shows that the wise policy pursued dwing
late yoars of taking a very moderate cstimate of the
revenud derived from opium has been maintained.

The ordinary sources of income have been fully sus-
tained, excepting the land revenne, which has been slight-
1y affected by bad seasons.

The civil exponditure has been estimated with remark-
able accuracy. The only item which shows an unexpected
inerease is that of “loss by exchange.”

The net expenditure upon the army is expected to be
£14,306,000, being the lowest amount for any year since
1863-64. )

The net charge on account of the guaranteed railways
shows a substantial diminution.

6. The expenditure upon reproductive, or’as they are
termed in the accounts ¢ extraordinary,” public works in
the year 1873-74 is estimated to amount to £3,541,000
and the loaus to Municipalitics, &c., to £539,300.
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7. It will be convenient to recapitulate the principles
by which the Government of India aro guided in regard
to the provision to be made for “extraordinary” public
works and loans to the Municipalities, &e., for works of
improvement.

In the year 1869 it was determined to draw for the
future a stricter line between public works to be paid for
out of income and by borrowing, and that only such irri-
gation works as were expecled, after careful examination,
to yield a fair direct cash return {o {he treasury, and
State railways within certain limits, should be classed as
extraordinary, and, if necessary, provided for by loan.

Act XXIV of 1871 authorised Giovernment {o make
Joans to Corporate Bodics and Municipalities for certain
purposes on the security of local or municipal funds.

In the financial years 1869-70, 1870-71 and 1871-72
funds were borrowed by the Government for these two
purposes.  Up to the end of the year 1872-73 the whole
net sum borrowed was £10,872,551, Lo which is to he
added recoveries from Municipalities, &e., ing to
£361,799, so that the total
£11,234,350.

receipts amounted to

Up to the end of the year 1872-78, there had heen ex-
pended upon ¢exiraordinary’ public works £7,580,433,
and lent to Municipalities, &e., £3,699,748, making a fotal
expenditure of £11,280,181.

Thus the sums dishursed by Government upon those ob-
Jects from the year 1869-70 to the end of the year 1872-73
excceded the sums received by £45,831,

5

8. Thercfore, if the condition of the finances had made
it necessary, the sum required for extraordinary public
works and loans during the year 1873-74 might with per-
foct propriety have been borrowed duving that year, but
(as explained by Sir Richard Temple in his financial state-
ment of last year) the condition of the finances was such
that it was not necessary to have recourse to borrowing.

9. The cash balances at the end of the year 1873-74
would have stood at 20} millions sterling, or about 8 mil-
lions more than the budget estimate, had not the famine
thrown a serious and unexpected chavge upon the resources
of the year.

10. The Government of India became aware, at the end
of last October, that the failure of the rains had destroyed
the food-supplies of large and populous tracts of couniry,
and they at once determined (to quote the words of the
Viceroy’s despatch to the Duke of Argyll of the 7th of
November) not to shrink « from using every available means
at whatever cost, to prevent, so far as they could, any loss
of the lives of Her Majesty’s subjects in consequence of the
calamity.” '

In carrying this determination into effect, they have
received the cordial support of Her Majesty’s late and
present Governments.

11. The best estimate that can be formed of the net ox-
penditure for famine reliof will be found in the statement,
and amounts, in all, to £6,500,000. A large part of the
original outlay will consist.in the purchase and transport of
grain, and it has been a matter of some difficulty 1o deter-
wine how this should appear in the estimates and accounts.
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On the \vhdlc, it has been considered most convenient to in~
clude the expenditure consequent on the famine among the
ordinary charges of the yearin which. it may be incurred

ander a distinet heading in the accounts.

As a great part of the expenditure for the purchase and
transport of grain has been met during the year 1873-74,
while there have heen few, if any, recoveries during that
year, the net expenditure on account of the famine must
be distributed between the two years, for the purpose of
the estimates and accounts, into £3,920,000 for 1873-74
and £2,580,000 for 1874-75. It must be remembered,
however, that, in fact, the principal part of the actual
relief operations will be carried on in the latter year, and,
therefore in order to present an accurate view of the whole
transactions, the finance of the two years must he taken
together.

12. After the expenditure on accomnt of the famine
has been added to the ordinary expenditure of the year,
there will be a deficit of £2,101,300.

13. 'The total cash outlay dwing the year 1873-74 on
account of the famine, adding advances. for loans to the
net expenditure, is estimated ab £4,107,000. This sum
has been provided out of the surplus of the year and the
cash balances, with the assistance of £350,000 derived
from the sale of cortain sceuritics, in which part of the
surplus cash halances were temporavily invested at the
beginning of the year 1872.

Notwithstanding this large and unespeeted outlay on
account of the {amine, the cash balances are expected to
amount, at the end of the year 187574, to £16,143,838,
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or only :£920,730 loss than was anticipated hy the budget
estimate.

14. It was stated in the resolution of the Governmeni
of India in the Financial Departmnent of the 28th of
March 1873, “ that the estimates for the year 1873-T4
had heen framed with caution ; that the state of the cash
halances prevented any risk of financial difficulty during
the year ; and that the general condition of the finances
was satisfactory.”

The regurlar estimates show that these anticipations
have been fully realised under cireumstances of no com-
mon difficulty.

15.  The budget cstimates for the year 1874-75 have
been framed, as usual, with great care. Apart from the
{amine expenditure they exhibit a surplus of income over
ordinary expenditure of £1,192,000.

16.  The explanations of the several items of revenue
and expenditure given in the statoment are, on the whole,
satisfactory. The opium estimate has again been cau-
tionsly made, and the {ofal revenue has been estimated at
Talf a million sterling less than the regular estimate of
1873-74.

Although attention has been paid to the necessity of
chocking all increase of expenditure at a time when a
large extra charge has to be met on account of the famine,
provision has been made for the constitution of the Chief
Comumissionership of Assam, and for strengthening tho
adminigtration in the Punjab and British Buemah; an
addition has also been made to the grant for imigation
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works (ordinary), in order that profitable expenditure wporn
many works, which cannot properly he classed as ‘extra-
ordinary’, may not be deferred.

The loan operations of the year will considerably
diminish the item “loss by exchange;” but this relief is
only temporary.

17. After making all duc allowances, however, there
remains, apart from the famine, a considerable surplus of
income over ordinary cxpenditure, based upon cautious
estimates.

18. This bears out the opinion expressed in the Ti-
naneial resolution of 18th March 1873, that no additional
taxation was required for the purpose of maintaining the
finances of Indin in a sound and satisfactory condition.

19. After the expenditure on account of the famine
has been added to the ordinary expenditure of the year,
there will he a deficit of £1,388,000.

"20. Tt was cxplained in the resolution in the Public
Works Department of the 18th of July last that the Gov-
ernment of Indin were prepared to proceed with ¢extra-
ordinary’ public works, at the rate of 4% millions sterling
a year for the five years ending with 1877-78, out of funds
to he raised, if necessary, by loan ; and that, according to
the best estimate that could be formed, this might be done
without imposing an;

additional annual charge upon the
revenues of India on accomnt of guaranteed railways, State
railways, and extraordinary public works.

Tn accordance with this programme, provision has heen
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raordi-

made for the expenditure of £4,563,000 upon ¢ ext
nary’ public works during the year 1874-75.

21. The cash balances at the beginning of the year
1874-75 are estimated at £16,143,838. A sum of 4}
millions sterling has to be provided for reproductive public
works and half 2 million is required to meet loans to Muni-
cipalilies and other loans wder Acls of the Legislature.

There will, fherefore, be, in the year 1874-75, a sum of
five millions sterling which, according to the principle
explained in the 7th paragraph of this resolution, can
legitimately be raised by loan. To this must be added a
sum of 1} millions, in order to meet the withdrawals during
the year of part of the capital standing in the Govern-
ment books to the eredit of the guaranteed railway com-
panies, and two millions for the purpose of meeting the
deficit cansed by expenditure and advances on account of
the famine and of making a slight increase in the eash
balances.

Thus the total sum to be raised by loan during the year
1874-75 is, according to the information now in the posses-
sion.of the Government, estimated at 8} millions sterling.

22.  Her Majesty’s Government have obtained authori-
1y from Parliament to raise a sum not exceeding
£10,000,000 in England on behalf of the Government of
India. £5,000,000 of that sum have been called up and
this will provide for the requirements during the carly
part of the year. A sum of £860,000 will be received
onloan under the arrangements entered into with the
Maharajahs of Ghwalior and Indore for the construction of
railways through their Highnesses® territories. The re-
maining sum of about 2§ millions sterling, or such portion

2
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of it as may, as the year proceeds, be found necessary,
will be raised hereafter in England or India as may be
most advisable in the then condition of the money market.

23. The drafis of the Secrefary of State upon the
Indian ‘treasuries have been reduced in the month of April
to 40 lakhs of rupces at each periodical drawing. They
will be still further reduced to 20 lakhs on and after the
first drawing in May until further notice.

The Government vegret that circumstances have pre-
vented an carlier announcement of the measures in regard
to the loans and the drafts upou the Indian treasuries.

24. The cash balance at the end of the year 1874-75
is estimated at £16,541,338.

25. From a review of the estimates - of the years
1873-74 and 1874-75, taken together, it will be seen that
in round mumbers—the surplus of income over ordinary
expenditure is expected to be 3 millions sterling ; the
net expenditure on account of the Bengal famine i: esti-
mated at 6} millions ; after adding the cost of the ‘famine
to the ordinary expenditure, there will he a deficiency of
3% millions ; there will be expended upon ¢ extraordi-
nary’ public works and upon loans to Municipalities, &e.
9 millions ; and that it 'is intended to raise by lox\;l tIx;
sum of 8% millions. ’

'26. The sum to be borrowed does not equal the swn which
will be spfmt in the two years 187874 and 1874-75 upon
¢ ext :\?rdnmry,’ public works and loans to M\micipnlilcsl
for which purposes the Government of Tndia were justify J.
in borrowing money if necessary. e

11

The condition of the finances has been so strong thai an
oxpenditure of 6% millions sterling on account of the
famine will be borne out of the surplus of income over
ordinary cxpcudil,ﬁre, and out of the cash balances, which
stood very high, mainly iu consequence of the large sur-
pluses of income over ordinary expenditure in the thrce
preceding years.

27. His Bxeellency in Council regrets that the necessi-
ties of the State in obliging the Government largely
and rapidly to reduce their balances in the Presidency
Banks have tended to produce donsiderable tightness in
the moncy market, which was increased by the great
demand for silver to meet the transactions of Government
and of the trade for the purchase of grain. The general
condition of trade has, however, been sound, and the Go-
vernment are gratified to believe that nothing more than a
temporary i enil Tas heen ioned by the large
ptional financial tra of the State during
the last six months.

and

28. The Government of India ave anxious to avoid the
imposition of fresh taxcs and any . disturbance of the pre-
sent financial mrangements of the country, and it is with
particular satisfaction that they arrived at the conclusion
that, notwithstanding the large and unexpected demand
upon the resources of the State, no inerease of taxation
is necessary. .

29.  The large amount of -the estimated expenditure on
account of the famine, and the principles which have
guided the Government of India in dealing with the
calamity make it necessary to examine whether, although
apon the present oceasion the charge can legitimately be
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met without fresh taxation, it will be safe to rely upon the
present resources of India for the puwrpose of meeting future
demands of the same kind.

30. TIf the occurrence of serious deficiencies in ilie food-
supplies of the people in parts of British India depended
upon causes so rare as the potato disease which produced
the Irish famine of 1846-47, it would be sufficient to say
that the expense of meeting such visitations should not be
borne by enc generation, but, in accordance with the course
adopted by the Tmperial, Government in dealing with the
Irish famine, the necessary funds might legitimately be
raised by Joan if the ordinary resourees of the State should
prove insuflicient.

31, Unfortunately, however, drought, which is the
cause of all serious and extensive famines in India, cannot
be regarded as an extraordinary visitation. Within the last
ten years there have oceurred, in the year 1866, a drought,
very similar to that of last year, which oceasioned what is
termed the Orissa famine ;in the years 1868 and 1869 a
failure of rainin the North-Western Provinees and Rajpoo-
tana, which oceasioned great distress over a considerable
tract of country, and severe famine in Ajmeer and Marwar;
and, lastly, in the year 1873, a failurc of the autumn rains
in Behar and parts of Bengal, which has produced the pre-
sent famine.

32, Such being the facts with which the Government of
India have to deal, it would not bo safe to depend upon
Joans for the purpose of meeting future charges on account
of famines. Although means have been taken and will be

taken to obviate or mitigate those calamitics, some such
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charges must, for a time at least, be looked upon as contin-
gencies to be expected to recur with more or less regularity.

33. It is necessary, therefore, that besides a fair surplus
of income over ordinary expenditure, such a margin
should be provided in addition in ordinary times as shall
constitute a reasonable provision for meeting occasional
expenditure upon famines. If the surplus be employed
in the reduction of debi, in the construction of reproduc-
tive public works, or remain in the cash balances, the cx-
pense caused by future droughts may fairly he met
by appropriations from cash halances, or by loan, to the full
extent of the accumulations of surplus.

34.  This condition of things has existed in India during
the last four years, and the Goovernment of India are resoly-
ed to use their best endeavours to maintain for the future a
considerable surplus of income over ordinary expenditure,
and thus to male provision beforchand for any calls which
arc likely to arise on account of famines.

35. But there remains the {further and more important
consideration whether the disastrous effect of periodical
failures of rain may not be mitigated, and to a great extent,
obviated, by the extension of irrigation works and of rail-
ways, or other means of communication.

36. This subject has tantly received the attenti
of the Government of India. Alrcady a vast arca of
country has been rendered secure from the effects of a
failure of rain by the irrigation works which have been
originated or renowed by the British Government., IHad
it not heen for the large expenditure upon the construction
of the guaranteed railways, it would have been physically
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fmpossible to have {aken adequaie precautions fo preserve:
ihe lives of the people in Behar.,

37. In the forccast of expenditure. upon reproductive
public works published in July last, it was announced  that
2,700 miles of railway and irrigation works calculated to
scoure from liability to drought 50,000 square miles of
country would be constructed during the five years ending
with 187778 ab o cost of 221 millions sterling. This pro-
gramme is sufficient to show that before the oceurrence of
the drought of the Tast year, the Government of India
were fully alive to the necessity of a vigorous prosecution

of such works.

38. A geueral xeview is now being made of the position
of the whole of Her Majesty’s dominions in India as re~
gards liability to famine from the want cither of works of
irrigation or of means of communication. Tt will be the
duty of the Governmeni to consider how far it may be
desirable to accclerate the construction of reproductive:
public works, and if so, how the necessary funds shall he
provided. .

It is sufficient now to observe that a scheme of irviga-
fion bas been commenced which will give security to some
of the portions of North Behar which are most liable to
sufler from a failure of rain, and that surveys are being
made of the tract of the country. which extends between
the Gunduck and the Kussi. rivers- with the view of ascer-
{aining the best lincs of railway communication.

39. There will be found in the statements some inter-
esting statistics and observations relating to the system of
provincial services, and to provineial, municipal, and local
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taxation, receipts, and expenditure. The Government of
India propose to take a separate opportunity of reviewing
the information which has been' collected upon these  im-
portant subjects.

40. It has for a sccond time occurred that no leg
tive measure will be introduced in connection with the
budget, and, as explained last year; it would, therefore, be
in contravention of the Indian Councils Act, 1861, that a
financial statement should be made in the Council of the
Governor' General for the purpose of making Jaws and
rogulations. !

Ordered—that this resolution, together with the state-
ment and the budget estimates for the year' 1874-75, he
published in the Gezette of India for gencral information,
and that the separate ovders passed by the Government of
India upon the cstimates of the local Governments and
heads of departments be communicated to them.

By order of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor
General in Council.

PURCHASE OF RICE BY GOVERNMENT.

Tnr great uncertainty which prevailed a few
weeks ago as to the extent and character of the
measures of the Government of India in connection
with the famine, and the many conflicting state-
ments published in various quarters on the subject,
appeared to the Committee to be adding to the
monetary pressure caused by the heavy reduction
of the Treasury balauces, and fo be the cccasion
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of frequent and embarrassing financial fluctuations,
and they believed that some relief would be
afforded by endeavouring to obtain move precise
information as to those operations of Government
which directly affected trade ; they thcref?re took
the opportunity of making the representation con-
tained in the letter printed below, which was prompt-
ly responded to, and has led to the publication of

. various official papers on the subject which the

Committee believe have been of considerable service
to the mercantile community.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Indic.

Caleutin, 28th March 1874.

The President and Committeo of the Chamber of
Commerce desire me to request you will take the earli-
est opportunity of submitting for the consideration of
His Dxcellency the Governor General in Council the
following representation, which they have been induced
to make in q of a stat t contained in the
Friend of India of the 26th instant, and repeated in

the Englishman and Daily News of the 27th idem,

—to the effect that a fresh purchase of 80,000 tons of
rice from Burmah had been ordered by Goverument, in
addition to the supplies previously arranged for and
amounting, according to the official estimates, published
in the Gazette of India of 3lst January last, to
340,000 tons, at a first cost of about 3 millions sterling.

2. The immediate result of this statement was to
give vise to the expectation that further withdrawals of

i7
Dullion to the extent of 50 or 60 lacs for the purchase
named would be ab once required, as well as to cause ap-
prehensions that the oflicial estimates of the supplies of
grain needed in the districts of scarcity have now been
proved to be inadequate.

3. Looking at the matter purely from a commercial
point of view the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce respectfully submit that the heavy drain on the
Treasury balances for the payment of the rice purchased
by Government has already caused a very severe sbrain
upon commereial resources, and such as might bave led
to grave results had it come, as suddenly as it has, upon
an active or inflated state of trade instead of (as has ac-
tually been the ease) upon an extremely curtailed condi-
tion of business, both export and import. This strain is
evidenced not only by the frequent and rapid advances
in the rates of interest, but also by' the fact that the
value of mouney and of Government Securities as well as
the rates of sterling exchange are now extremely sensi-
tive and subject to great fluctuations according to every
rveport that is cirenlated in respect to the financial mea-
sures and requirements of Government.

4. As aninstance of the character of the prevailing
rumours affecting the value of Government Sccurities,
the Committee of the Chamber may mention that it has
been generally stated and believed in the bazar during
the last two days that a loan of 2 crorves of rupees is
about to be issued here shortly in addition to the amount
now being raised in England, and that when the Famine
Loan was first announced by telegrams from London the
uncortainty as to its extent and nature and as to the

3
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manner in which the funds would be made available ir
this country caused a sudden fall of 2 per cent in the
price of Government Paper and a similar rise in sterling
cxchange, which have both been greatly modified by the
official announcement, that the probable sum required
would not excced 3 millions, and that the Secretary of
State’s drawings would only be reduced to 80 lacs a
month, and the Committee of the Chamber ave of opinion
that it would have been well to have published in  the
Gazette of India a Financial Resolution to this effect,
immediately the action of Government had heen decided
and approved by the Secretary of State, and trust that
this course may be adopted in any future like transaction.

5. Thesc considerations have led the Committee of
the Chamber of Commerce to venture to enquire, for the
satisfaction of the general mercantile community, whether
the stabement in question was in any way officially
authorised or substantially correct, and whether any
further lavge remittances to Burmah for riee purchases
will be required to be made. The Committee fully re-
cognize the necessity for the seeret action of Government
in yespect to their rice purchases in the firsh instance,
though they venture to think that the financial pressurc
caused by these transactions would have been less sovere
and more readily meb by imporfations of bullion if the
extent and period of the Glovernment requirements had
heen made known sooner, and more precisely, to the hank-
ing and mercantile community. .

6. Perbaps it would he beyond the province of the
Committec of this Chamber to express their conviction
thab on grounds of public policy, as well as of the jntor-
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ests of the community whom they represent, it would be
desirable to check, as far as possible, the eirculation of
the unauthorised statements which have heen made both
here and in England regarding the action of Government
in connection with the famine, by means of the publica-
tion, from time to time, of such official papers on the
subject as His Excellency in Council may see fit ; but at
any rate they trust they will be excused for soliciting for
the fubure such information regarding the matber as is
likely to affect the mercantile interest in any serious
degree whenever it can be communicated to them with-
out detrimerit to the gencral welfare.

Government of Indic to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 2nd April 1874.

Tam directed by His Excellency the Governor General
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 28th ultimo.

2. In reply I am directed to say that the statement
which you inform me appeared in the Friend of Indiu of
the 26th March to the effect that a fresh purchase of
80,000 tons of rice had heen ordered from Burmah had no
official authority. It must have been based upon pri-
vate information received of orders given some time ago
by the Government of India.

3. Inthe despateh of the 30th January, to which
you allude in the 1st paragraph of your letter, it was
stated that, according to the best estimates which. the
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Government of India were able to make, it was thought
that the purchase of 840,000 tons of rice would be
sufficient for the requirements of the distressed districts ;
at the same time it was stated that no difficulty was
anticipated “in increasing the supplies still further, if in
the course of the next three months additional necessilies
should appear to require it.”

4. The revised estimates for the requirements of the
famine districts, which were subsequently made by Siv
Richard Temple, rendered further purchases necessary.
The numbers for which the Government have now made
provision do not differ materially from the original rough
cstimate of 23 millions of people for seven months, which
was made last November and published in the Gazette of
January 31st, but Sir Richard Temple's caleulations have
been based upon an average daily consumption per head
of three-quarters of a seer, insteed of half a seer. The
Government of India have thought it desirable to adopt
the higher estimate, and therefore, with a view to the
maintenance of a proper reserve, they have arranged for
further purchases. The amount of rice for which pro-
vision has now been made amounts to 453,000 tons, in-
dependently of such purchases as have been made by
TRajahs, zemindars, and others with funds advanced by
Government.  Of the whole supply, 280,000 tons have
been arranged for from Burmah.

5. Arrangements have already heen made for paying
for the vice ordered from Burmah, and,as faras His
Excellency in Council is at present able to judge, no
farther remittances of specie of any consequence will be
required for the rice ports on Government account,
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‘6. His Excellency in Council regrets the temporary

derangement of the money market, which has been
«caused by the necessity of suddenly contracting the

Government halances and by the demand for silver, and
Tie trusts that the strain will now be quickly diminished.

7. In respeet to the 6th paragraph of your letter, I
am to state that His Excellency in Council entirely con-
cwrs with the Chamber of Commerce that it is desirable
to give every publicity to the action of Government in
connection with the famine. The fortnightly narratives
from the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal have from the
first been placed at the disposal of the press. In order
to give them greater circulation, they will, in fature, be
published in the Gazette of Indin. The Caleutta Gazette,
which is published weekly, contains a list of prices and
the latest reports from each district. The Gazette pub-
Jished weckly in the North-Western Provinces gives the
same particulars for the distressed distriets in those pro-
vinces, The Gazetle of India gives gencral reports and
Tist of prices for the whole country. Any further infor-
mation of importance, especially such as may affect the in-
{erests of the mercantile community, will be published
from time to time.

8. With reference to the 4th paragraph of your letter,
1 am tosay that, in accordance with your suggestion, any
alteration made in respect to the drafts by the Seeretary
of State upon the Government of India will, in fubyre,
be notified in the Gueelte, and not, as has hitherto been
the case, only through the columns of the press.
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J(;luulm, 30th dApril 1874.

Dear Mg, Corvix,

A short time ago the Chamber of Commerce wrote to
ask whether a statement which had appeared in the
Friend of India on the subject of the Government
rice purchases was correch. An official answer was com-
municated to you on the 2nd of this month.

There is a statement—or rather a calculation—in the
Friend of India of this morning to the effect that
Government has purchased 570,000 tons of rice. It is in~
correct. Welearnt a short time ago from Mr. Eden that his
purchases amount to 290,000 tons—which is 10,000 tons
more than was stated in the letter of the 2nd. He has stop-
ped purchasing. Further, some purchases have been made
in the North-West, mainly with a view to relieving the
strain on the railway traffic up-country from Howrah.
Bub substantially the position—for all practical purposes
connected with the interests of the mercantile communi-
ty—remains the same as when the letber of April 2nd
was written. There has heen no change of sufficient im-
portance to make it necessary to notify any thing to the
public, in fulfilment of the promise given in that letter,

Yours very truly,
L. BARING.
To 1ae Hox’sLe B. D. Convix.
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LABOR DISTRICTS EMIGRATION BILL.

Trs most important subject was noticed at con-
siderable length in the Committee’s last Report.
The Bill relating to the emigration of laborers to
the districts of Assam, Cachar, and Sylhet was then
before the Council of the Licutenant-Governor ;
Dut after considerable amendments in Committee,
and subsequent discussion at two meetings of the
Council, it passed through the final stage on 20th
December, and received the assent of the Gover-
nor General in Council on the 30th of that month,
as B. C., Act VII of 1873.

Before the Bill was passed by the Council some
very pertinent and interesting remarks were made
as to the fair and full manner in which the pro-
visions of the proposed measure had been dealt
with, and the interests alike of laborers and their
employers duly .recognised, by the Council ; and
your Committee record them in their proceedings
as an appropriate sequel of the lengthened discussion
and critical examination to which the Bill had been
subjected.

The growth of the Tea industry of India has
heen almost unexampled in the history of owr
irade, as the following figures representing the value
of annual exports during the 10 years ended on the
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30th April 1874 will serve to illustrate : and there
is every reasonable prospectof a continued progres-
sive advancement, which will ultimately give In-
dian Tea a foremost place among the principal pro-
ductions of the country.

Value of Tea exported from Caleutla.

Rs.
1863-64 22,92,820
1864-65 27,834,750
1865-66 92,65,060
1866-67 36,27,032
1867-68 68,30,672
1868-69 86,04,414
1869-70 e 1,01,69,786
1870-71 e 1,08,35,027
1871-72 1,35,88,583
187273 1,52,35,270
187374 1,69,26,991

Tiatract from procecdings of the Bengal Legislative Council—
20th December 1873,
The Hon’ble the Advocate-General moved that the
Bill as amended be passed.

The Hon’ble Mr. Robinson said, before the final vote
was talken on this Bill, he would trouble the Council
with a very few words. On the introduction of the Rill
a desire was expressed by him, on behalf of the Tea in-
terest, that ample time should be given for the considera-
tion of the Bill, and full enquiries made upon the effect
of the many alterations proposed by it. He was now
anxious to say that the promise that was made at that
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time by thic Government that that should be fhe case had*
been most fully and completely fulfilled. No Bill that”

had ever been before the Council had taken; he believed,
s0 long'a time to pass or had received suchample- dis-
cussion, or in regard to which so much and ‘such’ a va-
riety of information had been collected from both official
and non-official sources, as in regard to this Bill. And
he- rejoiced the more f.]mt' that had been the case, be-
cause he thought it must be admitted that the enquiries

that had been made tended to show that the planters as-

a body had treated their laborers fairly and humanely,
and had shown every disposition to act in accordance
with the law-in all matters connected with their business.
The Bill, like all Bills, had been finally settled by a se-
ries of compromises, and as it would now be passed, he
thought that those compromises, having been made in a
spirit of fairness, had brought it into a state equitable to
the interests concerned. IHe thought that every ques-
tion that had been raised had been fully and fairly con<
sidered, and there had been every disposition on the part
of the Government to consult the interests both: of
planters and coolies. He trusted that, in the course of
a few years, legislation of this kind would be no longer

necessary for the Tea distriets; that their condition:

would be so changed that the execution and enforcement
of contracts might safely be left to the operation of the
ordinary law of the land. Meantime, he ecarnestly
hoped that there would be no further legislation on this
subject, which had been now so often and carefully dis-
cussed, and that no measure relating to it would again
be brought before this or the Supreme Council, unless it
was the introduction of a short Act Lo repeal this Bill
entirely.
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Mis Hohor the President said, hefore putting the

question {o the vote, he thought it right that he should,
on the part of the Government, express the very grest
gratification with which he had listened to the observations
of the Hon'ble Member. We did value extremely the
testimony that he had been good. enough to bear as to
the fairness and fullness with which the questions which
had been raised had been discussed. Ilis Honor was
glad that the Fow’ble Member had been good enough to
bear testimony to the fact that ample opportunity for full
discussion by all parties had Deen given. e trusted
they had now, by the labors of the Committee and the
Council, and more especially by the labors of the learned
Advocate-Greneral, who was in charge of this Bill, ax-
rived at a conclusion satisfactory to all partics. THe took

it that he might receive the expression of opinion which

the Hon'ble Member had now given as a tostimony to
the belief of those whom he represented, as it was our
belief, that the compromises to which we had arived at
were the best compromises which the wisdom of this
Council could devise; and so far as human {oresight
could foresce, we hoped that they would work well. His
Tlonor thoroughly endorsed what the Hon'ble Membex
had said with regard to the enquiries that had been made,
that they did show that the planters, as a body, had treat-
ed their coolies fairly and well ; and he was sure that it
was the wish of Government, and of all of us, that we
should do the utmost that we could to promote this great Tea
industry ; to promote the development of those districts
which were solately covered with Jjungle; to do every
thing in our power to promote the welfare of these dis-
iricts, the inereascof tea cultivaton,and thegencral develop-
ment of the productions and the revenue of the country,.
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In regard to the question which had lately most occu-
ipied the attention of the Council, and which had heen
settled by a compromise, he was more and more sanguine
that we had made a fair compromise. Assam was a long
wway off, and some of the opinions from that district did
not arrive until a late stage of our proceedings ; but he
avas happy to find that they went to corroborate and
endorse the views the Council had arrived at. Ie found
that in Assam, although the planters were not so san-
guine as they were in ‘Cachar, there seemed to be a
general concurrence of opinion that it was desirable that
free labor should, to some extent, be tried. It was sug-
gested by several experienced planters and others that it
was quite possible that {rec Iabor might sooner or later
find its way into Assam. Ve were told that recruits for
the regiments in Assam came of themselves from various
parts of the North-Western Provinces, and it was sug-
gested that when the roads which were now being opened
were put into proper order, and resting and cooking-
places and other conveniences for travelling provided,
free labor would find its way into Assam. That would
be an extremely desirable result. His Honor not only
concurred in most of the observations that had been
made by the Hon’ble Member, but he thoroughly concur-
red in the last observation, that he hoped legislation on
this subject might not be further necessary. IHis Honor
hoped and trusted that the Bill, which was now about to
be passed through its final stage—if the Council should
see fit to pass the Bill and it should receive the assent of
the Viceroy—might suffice for some time tocome, and be
beneficial in its results; and he hoped that the next oc-
casion on which legislation might. be proposed, it might
be in the shape the Ion'ble Member had suggested,
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namely, that all special legislation be brought to an end,
and that the labor districls being fitted for free cmigra-
tion, might be brought under the operation of the ordi-
nary law of the Iand./

The motion was agreed to.
‘THE PORT TRUST.

LProposed transfer of the munagement of the entire
LPort 1o the Commissioners.

Trz following communication from the Chamber
to the Government of Bengal will disclose the
grounds upon which yowr Committee recom-
mended a material enlargement of the powers and
reponsibilities of the Port Commissioners, whose
authority and functions are at present limited
within the boundaries of the Port proper—that is
from Garden Reach to Cossipore, or thereabouts ;
and being of opinion that the public service would
b.e more advantageously performed if that restric-
tion were removed and the entire Port from. its
Northern limit at Cossipore to the Sandheads were
p'luced under the exclusive control of the Commis-
sioners, your Committee submitted for the consi-
deration of Government that the Commissioners
should be vested with such larger powers n
would enable them to conduct the operations of
i,?lat extended Trust. The Committes at the same
time strongly wged on the attention of the Licute-
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nant-Governor the justice and expediency of re-
lieving the heavy charges levied on the shipping
and commerce of the Port by a fair and liberal
contribution from the Imperial revenue, which de-
rives so much from the shipping operations of the
Tort, but gives nothing directly towards keeping
the viver in an efficient state of “navigation,
maintaining the Pilot Establishment, or improving
the Port. Your Committee hope this point will
be generously dealt with by His Excellency the
Governor General in Council.

Chamber of Commerce to Governaent of Bengal.
Calcutic, 23rd December 1873.

In their reply dated the 29th October last to your
letber No. 8657 of the 16th idem the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce confined their remarks to the two
points specially submitted to their notice for an expres-
sion of opinion, viz, whether the pilotage fees should bo
arraiiged more according to tonnage, and whether any
change should be made in the present system of apply-
ing for pilots.

These points were {wo only of several which had been
engaging the consideration of a Committce appointed by
Government, of which the late President of the Chamber
was a member, to report on subjects connected with the
pilot service of the port; but at the same time His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor was pleased to furnish
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the Chamber with the 1'0[)0|"L of that Committee and the
proceedings of Government relative to the rcorganization
of the pilot service, as they concerned matters of gene-
xal interest to the trade of the port.

The Committee bave not failed to give their attention
to these papers, particular]y in respect to the position of
the accounts which represent the pilotage dues and
charges and the port approaches’ reccipts and charges ;
and in their half-yearly reporb of proceedings lately sub-
mitted to the Chamber they recorded the opinion that
the whole system required a complete revision, and that
any reduction of pilotage and dues was not only hope-
less but impossible, until the expenses were put on a
much more cconomical footing and more control over
them exercised than was apparently employed at present.

This opinion is entirely in conformity with what, they
are informed by Mr. Murray, was expressed by the Pilof,
Service Committee in their final report, in the following
words :—“ We would, however, direct the atlention of
Government, to a close serutiny of and greater economy
in the expenditure of the port. We donot enter into
any details in these matters, as. the subject, as regards
details, appears to us, undex the present ovders of
Government to he wltra vires.”

The Committee regret that that restriction deprives them
of the opportunity of judging how far cconomy and effi-
cieney are now exercised, with a carefal and vigilant con-
trol, by the Marine Department, upon whose manage-
ment materially depends the satisfactor: 'y condition of its
accounts, and the probability of relief which a reduction
of those charges would afford,
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‘While, however, that source of information is closed to
them, the Committee find abundant evidence in the
report, dated the 18th January 1870, which was submit-
ted to the Government of Bengal by the Commission
appointed” to investigate the affairs and condition of the
Caleutla Port Fund, in support of the proposition they nov
recommend for His Ionor’s consideration and adoption.

That Commission was composed of Mr. B. F. Harri-
son, the Controller-General of Accounts, and Captain
H. Howe, officiating Master-Attendant, and two members
of the Chamber, the late President, the Hon’ble J. R.
Bullen-Smith, and the present Vice-President, Mr. F. G.
Eldvidge, by whom the then exi
which the Port Fund was conducted was carefully exa-
mined and pronounced to he susceptible of material
amendment and improvement ; and in closing their ex-
haustive report upon a very difficult and intricate sub-
jecb they submilted sundry conclusions ab which they
had arrived and recorded the following paragraph : —

ing system under

« Para. 48. e had intended to submit for the considera-
tion of Govermment a recommendation that the affwirs of
the port should be administered by a Board in which the
commercial and trading inderests should be represented,
and that its accounts should be audded by an agency
independent of the Marine Department ; these objects,
however, will be fully secured by the appointment of the
proposed ( Port ) Commissioners and by the audit con-
templated in Section 52 of ihe proposed Bill.”

The Committec arc thus brought {o the point which
they desive to urge on the attention of the Hon’ble the
Licutenant-Governor,




Adfer protiacted endeavours toconstitute a Trust whicl®

should e invested with all needful powers for the pro-
per conservatistand improvement of the port, Act No. V.
of 1870 was passed by the' Licutenant-Governor
on 11th June and confiiined by the Governor-General
on 12ih August of thel year; and the present Port
Commission wits thereby established.

A reference to' the cotrespondence which passed be-
tween the Government of Bengal and the Chiamber of
Commerce on the subject of that important measure will
inform His Honor that the Chamber were then content
that the'powers and authority of the Coramissioners should’
not extend beyond the limits of the Port proper, the ma-
nagement of the rives and of the pilotage Being left to-
existing arrangements: but the Committee: added that,
should the new Trust be found to work satisfactorily after
sufficient frial, they would have confidence - in asking,
and probably the Government would he more disposed to
grant, an extension of the provisions of the Act with:
the view to placing in the hands of the Commissioners the-
entire charge of the port and river from Caleutta to the:
Sandheads, including the care of moorings; lights' and
pilotage of the Hooghly ; and this cn]zwgome:t of the*
Commissioners’ powers and functions was not Tost sight, of
as the Government of Bengal in their Totter ‘:J tlie:
Covernment of India of 20(h April 1870 wrote
follows :—

“ With wegard to the proposed separation of the manage:
ment of the port from that of the na.vigable. channel lu:d-
ing thereto, I am to stale that the Bill now before /I/
Livulenant-Goveriio’s Council will mule .
trasfer the whole to the Commissioncrs JSo

ag

iU possible ¢y
7 Uhe improve-
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anent of the port should such a course at some future time
recommend itself, but that it is contemplaled at first
lo make over 1o the Ct issioners the i of
the port only.

The Commissioners commenced operations in October
1870, and from that time to the present the duties de-
volved upon them have been discharged in a manner
which entitles them to the most unqualified cxpression
of satisfaction on ‘the part of the commercial public;
whatever they have undertaken has been done promptly
and’ with utmost efficiency, and—to use Iis Honor’s
own words—“ there can be no doubt that the present
Port Trust is a great success.”

The administrative powers of the Commissioners have
been so wisely exercised within the area of operations
restricted by the Act that the Committee of the Cham-
ber do not hesitale to suggest that the Commissioners
should be vested with such larger powers as will enable
them to carry out the more extensive scheme of placing
under their exclusive control the entire management of.
the Port from the city to the sea.

The original views of the Supreme Government on
this point are contained in the following paragraph of
their letter dated 6th June 1863 :—

6. The River Trust might be -properly authorised to
undertake any works designed for the improvement of the
port, such as jeltics, docks, warehouses, and tramways for
connecting the same; it might also be entrusted with the
care of the moorings, lights, and pilotage of the Hooghly,
every thing in short as far as the Sandheads, There can

5
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be no doubt that this evtension of the powers of such «
Trust can be safely -made if the number of Trustees is kepe
within proper limits, and if there is a due proportion
among them of professional Government officers. In fact,
this part of the dutics of the Commission would be less
difficult and important than the proposed new works at
Calcutta,

The Committee believe that a more economical, efli-
cient and satisfactory management of the public serviec
would be the vesult if the Port Commissioners were
charged with the responsibilities involved in the trans-
fer of the duties of the Marine Department.

The only exception they would suggest has reference
to the Dockyard, which absorbs nearly a third of the
receipts derived from charges on shipping, and should not,

of the Commissioners in the proposed enlargement of
their fanctions. No mnecessity appears to exist for conti-
nuing a system which has not the slighest claim to be
pronounced as advantageous to public interests, and the
abandonment of the Dockyard would create no void in
the service of the Commissioners which they could not fill
up from the abundant sourees which- competitive private
enterprise, under their check and control, would prompt-
ly supply.

The abandonment and sale of the Docleyard and its.
appurtenances and the valuable land occupied thereby,
would enable the Government to release a large amount
of public money locked-up in that unprofitable invest-
ment, and place ab its disposal a fund, the interest on

in their opinion, be permitted to curmber the free action |
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which wonld probably suffice to cover an imperial grant
in reduction of charges inseparable from an efficient
conservation of the Port and its communication with

the sea.

The report on the Port Fund dated 18th January
1870, already referred to, contains numerous suggestions
of great value, and the Commissioners will no doubt
give them all the aftention they are well entitled to;
but al the present moment the Committee desire me to
urge upon the Lieutenant-Governor's consideration the
justice and expediency of the Porb charges being relioved
by a fair and liberal contribution from Government.

The Port is an imperial one, and its proper mainte-
nance is a matter of vital necessity not only for the com-
méree of this Presidency, but also, and in a great degree,
for the direct interests of the State. Those interests ave so
material on the grounds of public policy and security of
public revenue, which draws no small share from the
trade of the Port, that tho exemption of the State from
a portion of the expenditure incurred in preserving a fres
and open communication bebween the Port and the B,':y
of Bengal can scarcely be held as jusb bowar special
interest which at present bears the entire h\\rdc‘u of such

service.

The Committee fully endorse all that is recorded in the
report on this and other points, and they are salisfied 'His
Honor will give such sapport fo the recommendations
and suggestions now submitted asin his judgment they
can fairly claim.
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“From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce:
Calcutta, 5th January 1874,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter dated 22nd Dy ber 1873, icaling the
suggestions and recommendations of the Chamber for
the transfer of the entire port to the management of the
Port Trust Commissioners, and in reply to say that the
Licutenant-Governor will defer coming to any decision
on the subject till the new Superintendent of Marine
arrives and the whole matter is fully considered.

Additional Rule propeged by the Port Commis-
sioners for the protoction of the Hooghly Bridge.

Tur following corvespondence has reference to a
rule proposed by the Port Commissioners for the
protection of the Floating Bridge, by which no
vessel will be permitted to pass through the open-
ing of the bridge unless propelled or towed by
steam.

The Committee concurred in the propriety of
such a precautionary measure, although they sug-
gested that ordinary river craft and vessels of small
burthen—a limit of tonnage being fixed—should
be exempt from the- necessity of using steam.

Since the above was in wpe the Government of
Bengal has published in the Calcutta: Guzette of 27tk
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May the additional Port Rule, fiving 200 ions as
the maximum burthen of vessels moving without steam.

Calcutta, 7th March 1874.

In forwarding herewith copy of a letter*from the Vice-

Chairman to the Port

Commissioners, to-

gether with its enclosure, I am directed to say that the

Lieutenant-Governor will be much obliged by the Cham-

ber favoring him with an expression of their opinion re-

garding the proposed draft Port Rule for prohibiting ves-

sels from passing the Hooghly Bridge without the assis-
tance of steam.

*No, 5188, dated 26th Febrnary 187+,

No. 5188, dated Calcutta, the 26th February 1874.

I am directed to forward herewith copy of a Resolu-
tion” passed by the Commissioners, proposing that in
accordance with a suggestion made by Bradford Leslie,
Isq., the Engineer in charge of the Hooghly Bridge, a
rule should be promulgated at once prohibiting vessels
from passing the Bridge without the assistance of steam
power. The sanction of His Honor the Lieutenant-
Governor is solicited to the draft Port Rule proposed in
the Commissioners’ Resolution, with a view to its publica-
tion in the Gazette. .

Copy of a Resolution passed by the Commission-
ers at @ Meeting held on the 17ith day of
February 1874.

Read letter No. 1119, dated the 12th February 1874,
from’ Bradford Leslie, Esq., ¢. E, the Engineer of the
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Tooghly Bridge, representing thal as the remaining sec—
tions of the Bridge will be shortly moored in position,
leaving only the 200 feet opening for the passage of
vessels, it will be necessary for the prevention of ac-
cidents to make it compulsory for all vessels passing the
DBridge either up or down to use stcam Mr. Leslie re-
commends that a rule to this cffect should be promulgat-
ed as soon as possible

Resorvep:—That the followingrule be: submitted for

. the sanction of Government.

Apprrroyal Port RULE.
‘Under Section 7, Act XXII of 1855.

38 Without the permission of the Commissioners no
vessel shall move up or down the Port through the open-
ing of the Hooghly Bridge except such vessel is propelled
or towed by steam ; and then only at such a rate of speed,
notexceeding 4 miles an hour over the grotnd, as is ab-
solutely necessary to keep good steerage way.

No. 1119, dated Calcutta, the 12th February 1874.

TFrom B. Leslie, Esq., ¢ v., Engineer, Hooghly
Bridge, to the Vice-Chairman to the Commis-
sioners for the Improvement of the Port of
Caleutta.

I shall shortly be ready to moor several additional
sections of the Bridge in position, leaving only the 200
feet opening clear for the passage of shipping; vessels
dropping down against a southerly breeze take a long
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time in passing the Bridge and are very imperfectly under
control, frequently sheering very much across the stream.
T am therefore of opinion that to prevent accidents, it
should be made compulsory for all vessels passing the
Bridge either up or down to use steam, and I shou!d be
very glad if such a regulation were promulgated as soon
as may be.

TorwarpED to the Deputy Conscrvator for any re-
marks he may have to offer.

(Sd.) W. D. Brucr,
Vice-Chatrman.

I am quite of opinion that this will be necessary when
the sections are run out from this side of the river. There
is only one difficulty in such a rule, and that is in the
freshes when there is no flood.  Vessels will then have to
drop through.

(8d) J. V. FaLLE,
Depy. Conservator and Harbour Master.

CircurATED for the consideration of the Commis-
sioners, .
(8d.) W. D. Bruce,
Vice-Chairman.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Bengal.

Calcutta, 20th March 1874.

1 am instrueted by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to state in reply to your letter No, 831 of the
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7th instant (veceived on the 13th) that the additional
Port Rule proposed by the Commissioners has their gene-
nal approval as essential to the protection of the Hooghly
Bridge and the prevention of accidents to vessels passing
through.

The Cominittee suggest however that some limit of
tonnage should be fixed by the Commissioners so as to
exempt vessels of small burthen and ordinary river eraft
from the necessity of being towed through the passage.

Droposal to dischargo and load the Peninsular and
Oriental Company’s Steamers at the Port Commis-
sionors’ Jotties.

As the reply given by the Committce to the re-
ference made by the Port Commissioners on this
subject appears to embrace all the points submitted
for their opinion, and which are fully set forth in
the correspondence attached, further comment
would be superfluous.

From the Port Commissioners to Chamber of
Commerce.

Caleutta, 23rd December 1873,

Tam directed to request that you will be good cnough
to bring to the notice of the Chamber that the Comm?s-
sioners have had under their consideration the question of
discharging and loading the steamers of the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company at the Jetties.
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2. As {he Chamber is aware the vessels of this® Com-
pany have hitherto discharged and loaded at the Com-
pany’s premises at Garden Reach. The Commissioners
have reason to believe that this practice involves consider-
able inconvenience and much extra expense to the con-
signees and shippers of goods carried in tliese vessels ;
and now that the jettics arc rearly ready for loading and
discharging, it does not appear that there are good grounds
for making any exception in the case of Peninsular and
Oriental Steamers, and that they, like all other ships
trading to the Port, should use the appliances which the
Commissioners have provided for the convenience not only
of the owners of vessels but also for that of the con-
signees and shippers of goods. '

3. Objections on the part of the Peninsular and Oriental
Company have been raised to the action which it is pro-
posed to take, bub the Commissieners have to regard” the
working of the Port Improvement Act, not only as it
affects the shipping interest, but as it bears upon the con-
signees or shippers of goods carried in vessels trading fo the
Port. Appliances have been provided in the centre of the
business part of the town to facilitate the landing and ship-
ping of goods ; and these appliances have been provided as
much for the convenience of the consignees as that of
owners of vessels. The position of the works eertainly was
sclected chiefly, if not entively, with reference to the con-
venience of the owners of the goods to be landed and
shipped from and upon vessels and {ron this point of view,
it appears to the Cq extremely a lous that
the owners of certain vessels should for reasons of their own

remain at one extremity of the port, thus causing great
‘ 6
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inconvenience and extra expense to a considerable amount
to the shippers and consignees of goods.

4. The Commissioners desire to have an expression of
the opinion of the Chamber upon the question and especi-
ally as to how far the present system of discharging and
loading the steamers of the Peninsular and Oriental Com-
pany meets the convenience of consignees and shippers of
goods, and would be much obliged if you could favor
them with a statement showing the inconvenience and the
extra expense involved by the vessels remaining at Garden
Reach instead of coming to the jettics.

y y oo
Chamber of Commerce to the Port Commissioners.

Caleutte, 14th January 1874.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 4645 of the
23rd ultimo, informing them that the Port Commissioners
have had under consideration the question of discharging
and loading the steamers of the Peninsular and Ori;t:l
Steam Navigation Company at the Commissioners’ Jetties,
and requesting their opinion on that question gencm][y‘r
and especially as to the working of the present system and
its attendant charges to importers and exporters by the
Company’s vessels which load and discharge at G’:mlcn
Reach.

The Committee observe, from your letter, that in the
opinion of the Commissioners no good reasons app:

arently
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exist, for exempting the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company’s Steamers from a compliance with
the requirements of the Commissioners that they should
Toad and wnload ai the Calentta jetties ; and that, on the
ground of the Clommissioners having provided all necessa~
ry appliances, and of the inconvenience and expense to
shippers and consignees of cargo, there should be no
exemption in favor of those vessels.

They also notice that the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company have raised objections to the course
proposed by the Commissioners.

The Committee instruct me fo say that it is scarcely
necessary fo prepare any statement of the extra time that
would be incurred in loading and unloading at Garden
Reach instead of af the Caleutta jetties, hecause it is obvi-
ous that the transaction of business at places so close to
merchants’ offices as the jetties arc would involve much
Tess time than if it were done at the greater distance of the
Peninsular and Oriental Stcam Navigation Company’s
premises, 3 miles off : and as to oxira charges it will
probably suffice to say that while they would be more ap-
preciable as regards cargo imported by the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s  Steamors they
would be very immaterial—as a rule—in the case of eax-
ported cargo.

In the case of imports the extra charge for transmitting
cargo from Garden Reach would be about 2 anmas per
package of picce goods, which ordinarily constitute the
Dbulk of cargo imported by the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company’s Steamers, and upon smaller

R
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miscellancous packages the charge would be proportionate-
Iy less.

In the case of cxports the ordinary charges for shipping
cargo would probably not be greatly exceeded and in many
instances not at all, because the expense incurred in send-
ing cargo to Garden Reach by water would not, as a rule,
. be more than in sending it fo vessels lying in Prinsep’s
Ghat or Isplanade moorings.

‘» The: grounds on which the Peninsular and Oriental
Company rest their objections te the proposed action of the
Commissioners are not stated in this reference, nor would
their disclosure be material to the point which the Com-
; missioners submit, for on the broad question whether
i the Company’s Steamers should or should not be amenable
1o the ordinary regulations of the Port, the Committee are
of opinion that, where all circumstances are alike,
there should be no exemption from a general rule, and
1 that all vessels should be impartially dealt with. In this
respect. therefore the Commitiee endorse the view ex-
pressed by the Commissioners

Proposed transfer of Governmont Jetties and Cranes
at Balooghat to the Port Commissionors.

Tur inconvenience which attends the present
system of landing Government stores at Balooghit
and the expense incurred for the hive of moorings
there reserved for the use of Government, occasioned
a reference to the Port Commissioners as to whether
they wonld take over the jettics and cranes belong-
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ing to the Ordnance and Commissariat Depaviments,
and thus enable the Government to dispense with
the establishment entertained for working them,
and generally to cconomise their arrangements in
connection with the receipt of Government stores.

The Commissioners were willing to undertake
that duty on certain conditions ; and on the sub-
mission of the matter for an expression of their
opinion your Committee stated that, in their judg-
ment, the extension of the Commissioners’ opera-
tions would be attended with advantage.

Government of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 20th December 1873.

In forwarding the enclosed copy of a Jetter’ and of ils
enclosures from the Commissioners
N;\vgﬁhc‘x‘zlssﬁ?wd 20 for making improvements in the
Port of Caleutta, I am directed to
say that His Honor the Licutenant-Governor will feel
much obliged by your favoring him with an expression of
your opinion regarding the conditions on which they are
prepared to take over the existing jetbios and cranes belong-
ing to the Ordnance and Commissariab Departments ab
Balooghdt, as was recommended in paragraph § of the
Report of the Committee appointed to enquire into the
question of mooring charges, and the inconvenience of
the present system of landing Government stores. A
copy of the Report of the Committee is also enclosed.
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No. 4428, dated Calcutta, the 29th November 1873,

From V. D. Bruce, Esq., Vice-Chairman to the Port 1rust
Commissioners, to the Secretary to the Gorernment of
Bengal, General Department.

The Commissioners have had under consideration your
letter No. 1620, dated the 29th April Jast, with which
was forwarded the report of the Committee appointed to
enquire into the question of mooring charges and the in-
convenience of the present system of landing Govern-
ment stores. The Commissioners were requested to consi-
der the proposal made in paragragh 8 of the Committee’s
report, in which it was v ded that G b
should ascertain whether the Commissioners would be
willing to take over the Commissariat jebty at Balooghit,
Government reserving the right of priority of use of the
Jjebby at special rates ; and the Commissioners were asked
to submit o Government their views in regard to the
proposed transfer. A copy of a note upon the subject
submitted to the Commissioners ab their last meeting, and
adopted by them, is sent hevewith, together with a, copy
of the plan alluded to in the note.

The following arc the conditions upon which the
Commissioners are prepaved to take over and work the
jotty :—

(L) The Commissioners to take over the jetby and
tramway, as it stands, for a lump sum of Rs, 50,000, re-
serving to Government the right of priority of use upon
the rates specified in the following conditions :—

(2) The Commissariat Department to pay fowr annas
per hogshead on all beer landed ab the jetty and stored in
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the Government godowns, and two annas per hogshead
on all beer sent to the jetby-head for shipment.

(3.) The Commissariat, Ordnance, and Public Works
Departments to pay one rupee per ton for all goods landed
or shipped at the jetty, and which they take delivery of
divect from the jetty-head.

(1) That on all Government goods landed by the
Commissioners and stored on the premises, to be reserved
{or the use of the Commissioners, the usual charges shall
be paid.

(5.) 'The river frontage from Prinsep’s Ghit to Tolly’s

. Nullah to be made over to the Commissioners fr the

construction of a whar for the convenience of country
and cargo boats, Government reserving the right to land
and ship Government stores over the proposed whaf free
of charge.

(6.) That the section of the bank colored red on the
plan, and marked “Port Commissioners’ premises,” be
made over to the Commissioners for use as a wharl in
connection with the jetty.

Upon- the foregoing conditions the Commissioners will
be prepared to take over and work the present, jebty pla-
cing upon it a steam cranc with rake of jib suflicient
to plumb the hatchway of a vessel, and finding all the
necessary establishment for the working of the jetty and
crane.

In communicating this resolution to - Government, the
Commissioners desire it to be distinctly understood that,
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anless the construction of the wharfis sanctioned, they
will not be prepared to undertake the transfer of the jet-
ty, the working of which alone will propably involve a

i loss. It will only be by providing accommodation for the
boat traffic and by realising the dues payable in respect of
such dation that the C will be in a
position to work the jetty for Government ab the rates
abovementioned.

The making up of the wharf at this place is also a ne-
cessity on account of the tendency of the river to silt up ;
and in the interests of Government, and the public gene-
rally, it is most desirable that the bank should be well

| kept and all deposits removed at once.

Nore.

At the 91st meeting of the Commissioners, the letter
from Government of Bengal forwarding the report of the
Committee appointed to enquire into the question of
mooring charges and inconvenience of the present system
of landing Government stores was considered with refer-
ence to the request made “that Commissioners would he
o so good as to consider the proposal contained in para-
: araph 8 of the report, and favor. His Honor with an ex-
pression of their views on the subject.”

Paragraph 8 runs as follows :—

¢ Looking, however, to the fact that the Commissariat
jetby at Balooghit requires to be extended considerably,
and to be repaired and farnished with bebter appliances
than it has, and also looking to the fact that the ordnance
Jetty is only adapted to land goods from hoats, it appears
to us that it might be worth the consideration of Govern-
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ment to ascertain if the Port Commissioners would be
willing to take over at a valuation the existing jetties and
eranes, and provide suitable appliances in this part of the
river, and if so, on what terms ; for Government, should,
in consideration of farnishing a site and the land, resorve
the right of priovity of use at special rates to be fixed
between itself and the Port Commissioners. Some such
arrangement as this would enable Government to dispense
with any cstablishment that may be now kept up for the
working of the Commissariat and Ordnance eranes, as well
as cost of building, extension or maintenance of the jet-
ties. Another advantage would be that this would give
the Port Commissioners a more direct authority over ves-
sels with Government stores. If the jetties at Baloo-
gbab were under their own control, the masters of such
vessels could not under the Act take any exeeption to
the moorings.”

On this the following resolution was passed :—

Resolved— That the Vice-Chairman be requested to
draw up a note on the subject, taking into consideration
the question of inland wharf requirement between Prin-
sep’s Ghat and Tolly’s Nullah, and to prepare an esti-
mate of the probable financial results of the scheme.

T immediately communicated with the Fxecutive Com-
missaviat Officer to ascertain, 1s¢, the probable quantity
of stores to be landed, and 2ad, the rates they wonld be
willing to pay the Commissioners. In reply the Depuby
Commissary General stated that < in the event of the
commissariat jetly be made over at a valuation to be
hercafter fixed to the Port Commissioners to be worked
by them with suitable appliances, and with the right of

7
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priovity of use reserved to this Department, subject to
the sanction of Government, the Departumient would pay
the Port Commissioners three annas for landing and deli-
vering each hogshead of malt liquor into the Commissaviat
godown, The usual number of hogsheads annually is
Rs. 40,000.” )

“ A proportionate rate, say six® pic a maund would
be paid for other goods.
* "his s cquivalent to ! o SO065
14 annas per ton, but Tun- In addition to the heer men-
derstand no objcction will .+ S
bo talien 'foofjc,ﬁ“',?'c' 1‘7:31, tioned in this Ietler there would be
ton, al whick rate I have ider: ity of o
Cottntod. a considerable qu:m-ht) of other
stores landed and shipped for both
the Commissariat and Ordnance Departments, and pos-
sibly a small quantity for the Department Public Works.

Thave also considered the question of an inland vessel’s
wharf between Prinsep’s Ghat and Tolly’s Nullah, A wharl
on this site is very much required both for the proper con-
servaney of the port, and the convenience of the traflic.
At present a large quantity of material is landed here by
the Department, Public Worls and the Justices. A greab
many native boats with rice for Kidderpore and the
southern suburbs of the town also discharge immediately
north of the Commissariat jetby. Sinco T fivsh commeneed
s with reference Lo the construction of a
is site, I have received several offers from na-
tives Lo farm it with the view of levying a toll on the rice
Toats, the last and highest being Rs. 1,000 per annum. Tn

+ my estimate T have taken the probable receipts ab Rs. 500

per month, which T think will be quite safe, as in addition
to the boats that discharge there now (there are constantly

from 30 to 10 hoats discharging and selling rice and graing
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af this wharf) we will have all the hoats from the ghats
south of Tolly’s Nullah which ought to be closed when
the new wharf is opened. :

In considering the financial aspeet of the project, T
will estimate-—

1st.—The cost of taking over the property as it ab
present stands.

2nd.— Additions necessary for working jetly and wharf.

3rd.—Cost of consl,i-ucting a road and inland vessels’
wharf hetween Tolly’s Nullah and Prinsep’s Ghat.

Ist.—The jetty as at present constructed with the
small erane cost Government about Rs. 60,000, This
includes tramway into Commissariat godown and a small
steam crance for loading hoats. During the heavy bores
in March last the jetty was injured by the British Indian
Steam Navigation Company’s steamer Scotia, and to re-
pair this damage will cost about Rs. 5,000. For depre-
ciation allow, say, Rs. 5,000 more, and the value of the
jetty as it now stands may be talken at about Rs. 50,000.

The jetby-head, as ab present constructed, is only 45
fect long, sufficient to work one hateh ; but it would not
e wise to spend any moncy in lengbhening it ab present.
If taken over it could at first he worked by lengthening
the mooring so as to allow of a vessel heing hauled ahead
or astern till the requived halch was brought under tho
crane. I considered advisable, it can De Jengthened at
any time hereafter.
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2nd.~The additions necessary for the proper working
of the jetty may be estimated at—

New steam crane with sufficient rake of jib  Rs.
to plumb the hatch of a vessel we 6,000
Enclosure and alteration of tramway ... 10,000

Total 16,000

8rd—Inland wharf between Prinsep’s Ghat and Tolly's
Nullah—The length of the wharf will be about 2,700
feet. Tt will he constructed on the same plan as the upper
wharf, with a road 60 feet broad and a slope of five to
ong. Inthe estimate no allowance is made for pitching,
as this could not he dome till the bank had time to
consolidate.

In making up the wharf and road the work to he done
would be very similar to what we have had to do at the
mint front, and which has cost about Rs. 80 per foot.
Taking this rate the total cost will be—

2,500 fect ab Rs. 30=Rs. 75,000,

The plan* shows the general arrangoment proposed.
Between the wharf road and the
present Strand road the ground
might be fenced in for the use of
the Department, Public Works, Commissariat, and Qxd-
nance Departments and the Justices. Al landing north
of Prinsep’s Ghat should then be prohibited, and the bank
from Baboo Ghit to Prinsep’s Ghat kept quite clear and
free from all obstructions,

“ Will be on table at
meeting. '
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The total cost to the Commissioner may then be taken
ab—
Rs.
Ist.—For jetly, say 5,000
2nd.—Crane, &e we 16,000
3rd.—~Inland wharl we 75,000

Total 1,41,000

This represents an expenditure in interest and sinking
fund of Rs. 6,107 x 1441=Rs. §,610.

The probable return will be as follows :—

On landing 40,000 hogsheads, at 3 annas  Rs.
cach e 7,500

Other Government stores, estimated by Jebty
Superintendents at about 150 tons per
month, at Re. 1 o 1,800

Shipping Government stores, csbimated by
Commissariat Department at 250 tons per

month, at Re. 1 . 3,000
Trom inland vessels' wharfat Rs. 500 per
month . 6,000

Total 18,300

TIn addition to this a large portion of the heer estimat-
ed by the Commissarial Department at 35,000 hogsheads
per annum would be re-shipped into boats, and allowance
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might be made for this quantity at say two annas per
hogshead :—

Rs.
35,000 hogsheads, 2 anuas each e 4375
Making the total e 22,675

The rate of three annas per hogshead is very low.
The jetty rate is aboub six anuas; and although in the
case of G issariat beer the Cq issi have not to
find accommodation, still the distance of the godown to
which the beer has to De taken is very considerable, and
as the Commissioners will have to store it in the godown,
1 don’t think four annas would be considered aheavy rate.
Tor shipping the charge might be two annas. »

If four annas is allowed, the above estimated receipls
will he inereased by Rs. 2,500 per annum.

Against this we have, first, the inLerest’ on debt, which,
as shown, will be Rs. 8,610 ; second, establishment for
working jetty, say—

Rs Rs.
Engine-driver 80
Stoker w12
Cooly 8
100= 1,200
1 Officer in char:qc of whar{ and
Jetty w100
1 Tallyman 50

150 = 1,800
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2 Sivears on inland vesscls’ wharf,

ab Rs. 15 each 30
1 Cashier . 30
1 . .. 30
4 Chuprasies, at Rs. 7 each 28
2 Sweepers, ab Rs. 6 each 12

150 = 1,500

Annual repair of jetty, crane, and

whar{ 2,000
Working expenses, say Rs. 150 per

month 1,800

8,600

Add interesb and sinking fund ... 8,610

17,210

Estimated probable receipts 22,675

Probable balance 5465

It thevefire appears that after making full allowance
for all charges there is overy probability of the
scheme paying its way; and such being the case,
T am of opinion that if Government will make over the
frontage between Prinsep’s Ghit and Tolly’s Nullah, and
allow the Commissioners to construct an inland vessels’
wharf, as shown on the plan, it would be to the interest
of the Commissioners to take over the jetty and bank,
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to work the jetty on the same plan as the other jebties,
and to construct a wharf for the convenience of country
hoats. Butbif the frontage is not to be made over, I
would not recommend the Commissioners to take over
the jetty. It would just pay its expenses, and we might
have a good deal of trouble with it.

A wharf on this site is, however, very much required
for the conservancy of the port. Tt has frequently heen
Lrought to the notice of the Commissioners that there is
a great tendency to shoal just in front of this bank, and
unless this is checked, the jetty will give a lot of
trouble, and in all probabilily become absolutely useless.

I would thercfore rec d that the C S
tale over the jelty and tramway, as it stands, for a Tump
sum of Rs. 50,000 on the following conditions

1st.—That the bank from Prinsep’s Ghit to Tolly's
Nullah is made over to the Commissioners for the con-
struction of an inland vessels’ wharf, Government resery-
ing the right of landing all Government stores free of
charge as in the casc of stores landed ab the Mint fron-
tage.
2nd.—That the portion of the bank colored red on the.
plan is made over to the Commissioners for the accom-
modation of general cargocs.

Srd.—That the Commissariat Department pay four
annas per hogshead on all heer landed at the jetty and
stored in their godown, and two annas per hogshead on
all beer sent to the jebby-head for shipment,
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4th—~That the Commissariat, Orduance, and Public
Works Departments pay 1 rupee per ton for -all goods
landed or shipped over the jotty, and which they {ake
delivery of direct.

5ih~That on all Government goods landed by (he
Commissioners and stored by the Commissioners tho
usual charges be paid.

Dated Caleutta, the 15th Apiil 1875,

Trom—J. A. Crawrorp, Esq., ¢. s, Prosident of
Committee.

To—The Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
General Department.

Thave the honor to forward herewith the report of the
Committee appointed (under létter No. 1085 of the 10th
ultimo, from the Officiating Assistant Secretary to the
Government of Dengal in the General Department) to
inquire into the question of mooring charges and the
inconvenience of the prosent system of landing Govern-
ment stores.

Dated Calcutta, the (?) April 1875,

From—J. A. CrAWFoRD, Esq., €. s, President of Com-
mittee ; CoroNer W. C. RussrLr, Deputy. Inspector-
General of Ordnance ; CoLONEL G. S. Macnrax,
Deputy Commissary-General ; CoroNEL IIL A. Tayror,
Exccutive Commissariab Officer ; W. D. Brucr, Tise.,
Vice-Chairman, of the Port Commissioners; T. A,
Arcar, Esq., Port Commissioner,

8




58
To—The Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.

In conformity with the instructions conveyed to us,
we have considered in Committee the two questions of
mooring charges and the inconvenience attending the
present system of landing Government stores, and have
now the honor to submit our report thereupon. First.—
With regard to the mooring charges for the moorings
reserved for the use of the Commissariat and Ordnance
Departments. The charge under this head is made for
reserving all the year round three sots of moorings for
tho use of vessels bringing stores for the two abovenamed
departments. These moorings being rveserved for the
use of these two, departments, no use ean be made of
them by the Port Commissioners ; and whilst so reserved,
Government; for whose convenienco the reservation is
made, is, similarly to other parties who reserve particular

moorings, liable to the Port Commissioners for the hire |

charged (Rs. 140 a month) for each set of moorings.

2. There is, however, no necessity for veserving these
moorings, provided that when vessels with Malt liquor
for the Commissariat Department, or vessels, the bulk of
whose cargo is for the Ordnance Department, arrive, they
are placed in the moorings off the Government jelty at
Balooghat, or are placed in moorings as near as possible
to that position,

We have ascertuined that there will he no practical
difficulty in carying out the above proviso, and such
being the ease, there is no need for Government to incur
the liability to the choxge for moorings reserved for the
exclusive use of the two departments,
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3. With regard to the second question, of the incon-
wenience to the departments’ of the present system of
landing Government stores, we have to observe that, as
regards the Commissaviat Department, there is & most
decided objection on the part of the deparbment, to the
landing of Malt liquor {rom vessels lying at the Port
Commissioners” jetties, and in our opinion the objection
is valid.

4. The inconveniences complained of are due to the
following causes :—

(1) Malt liguor dischaxged into boats from a vesscl
lying at the Port Coramissoners’ jotties is sub-
jeeb to the risk of waler-carriage for nearly-
two miles, and should it be discharged at an
hour when the tide is not favorable for the
boat to proceed down to Balooghdt there is
the further visk from the length’ of time it is
exposed to the effects of the weather until the
tide turns,

(2) Casks stowed in boats are more or less subject to
straining and consequent leakage, the amount
of straining being increased by the length of
time they remain in the boats.

(8) There is also the further objection to the delay
which must oceur in holding a survey, and the
visk of probable loss to Government from such
delay arising oub of the greater distance the
casks have to be conveyed, as compared with
their being landed at or close to Balooghit.
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(4) Added to this, there is the risk of the repudia-
tion of his liability by the brewer or his ageats
on the spot, should it appear there had been
delay in transit and that the ecasks had not
heen taken away divect from the vessel ab time
of discharge,

(5) Further, there is the greater expense incurred by
the longer distance travelled over and the cost
of demurrage for the boats.

5. On the other hand, if the casks were landed by
the Port Commissioners’ tackle and put on the jetty
head, there would be the landing charges as per fixed
schedule to pay and the cost of loading, in addition to
the cost of removal by cart for the same distance as by
water, together with. the exposure to the sun in course
of yemoval, and equal risk from inability to hold survey,
and possible repudiation of contract by brewers,

G. If, however, the casks are landed from vessels into
boals at or near Balooghit, the removal by boat is short
and the casks have but little exposure. If landed on to
the Commissariat jetty they have simply to be rolled
info the godown at Balooghét and stacked for survey.

7. As regards the Ordnance Departient, on the
grounds of expense there is the same objection to the
landing of ils stores at the Port Commissioners’ jetbies,
1t should, however, be noted that Ordnance stores, and,
asavule, Commissariat stores other than malt liquor,
incur no 1isk from exposurc, and that vesscls lying at the
Jotties may discharge such stores over side into boats

[

withoul using the jelty appliances, and in such cases the
departments concerned do nob incur the landing charges
pa;

missariab stores of this class are usually sent out in small
quantitics mixed up with other general eargo; and, as
it would put the vessel and the general hody of con-
signees o great inconvenience, trouble, and expense if,
for the convenience of the Commissariat or Ordnance
Departments, the vessel were sent to Balooghdb to dis-
charge Government stores before going to the jetties to
discharge the general cargo, we ave of opinion’ that in
such cases Government ought not to press for the vessel
to be sent to the moorings at Hastings.  Ships bringing
malt liquor, which usually comes in large quantitics,
should, we consider, be sent to the moorings off the
Commissariat premises on arrival, if the master of the
vossel reports the malt liquor to be top cargo or after
discharging her general cargo if the beer is stowed in
the lower hold ; the cost of moying the vessel in the
latter case being borne by the Commissariat Department.

8. TLooking, however, to the fact that the Commis-
sariab jetty at Balooghdt requires to be extended consi-
derably and to be repaired and furnished with ebter
appliances than it has, and also looking to the fact that
the Ordnance jetby is only adapted to Jand goods from
TDoats, it appears to us that it might be worth the consi-
deration of Government to ascertain if' the Port Commis-
sioners would be willing to take over at & valuation the
existing jetties and crames, and provide suitable appli-
ances in this part of the river, and, if so, on what terms ;
for Government should, in consideration of furnishing a
site and the land, reserve the Tight of priovity of use at

lo for the use of the jettics. Ordnance and Com-
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special rates to De fixed bebtween itself and  the Port
Commissioners, Some such arcangement as this would
enable Government to dispense with any establishment,
that may be now kept up for the working of the Com-
missariat and Ordnance cranes, as well as cost of building,
extension, or maintenance of the jetlies.

Another advanlage would be that this would give the
Port Commissioners a move direct anthoriby over vessels
with Government stores. If the jetlies abt Balooghit
were under their control, the masters of such vessels
could not under the Act {ake any exception to the
moorings.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Dengal.

Caleutta, 10th Jonuary 1874,
The Committeo of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your - letter No. 4495

* of the20th ultimo and its enclosures, and to state in re-

ply that the arrangements under which the Port Com-
missioners are conditionally prepared to relieve the
Government of the jetties and eranes at Balooghit are
likely to be atbended with useful results to all interests
concerned.  Of eourse the Committee do not express any
opinion on the financial conditions submitted by the
Commissioners ; their reply is necessavily limited to the
advantages which the traffic of the port would derive
from an extension of the C

? operations and
to’ the more efficient dischavge of any business with
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which the Ordnance and Commissariat Departments
might he connceted.

The Commilice would, however, submit that it should
be optional with vesscls—and steam ships especially—part-
ly loaded with Government stores and partly with general
cargo—to discharge general cargo first at any availablo
town jetty, and Government stores afierwards at the
Balooghft jetty : because Government stores ave generally
stowed under other cargo, the landing of which at the
more distant jebty would be attended with unnecessary
inconvenience and expense to merchants.

After the discharge of her gencral cargo the vessel
could be removed to the Balooghdt jetty to land Govern-
ment stores, and might remain there until she was ready
to leave the port or required to make room for- another
vessel.

JUTE WAREHOUSES,

Tae rigorous enforcement of the Act under .

which Jute warehouses are licensed has been attend-
ed with much embarrassing inconvenienee to some
owners of such premises in the suburbs of the
City, and the following. representations o the
Subwban and Howrah Municipalities will inform
members of the grounds on which they endeavoured
to obtain a relaxation of the Act. The former
authority has shown every desire to sec the pres-
sure of the regulations lessencd in instances where
it might he reasonably permitted, and the Pre-
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sidency Coommissioner has also expressed himsell
in fayor of removing unnecessary restrictions ; but
the decision of the Government of Bengal, while
dealing differentially with old and new warehouses,
gives no present relief to the latter class, which
will remain subject to- existing restrictions until
the municipal laws are hrought under legislative
révision.

From Chamber of Commerce to the Vice-Chair-
man of the Municipal Commissioners for the
Suburbs of Caleutia.

Calcutta, 17th November 1873,

Under the provisions of the Jute Warchouse and Fire-
brigade Act, No, TL of 1872, it is-within the diserction:
of the Commissioners to grant licenses for premises for
the preparation, storage or screwage of jute, jule-re-
Jjections, jute-cuttings, or cotton, provided certain con-
ditions and restrictions are complied with,

The precautionary measures which the Act dircets
arc unquestionably most proper for the material object
of ils utroduction ; and the Committee of the Cham-
her of Commerce would view with regret any departure
from those conditions and restrictions which might
defeat the purpose of the Act. ;

. Bub it has been pointed oub to them that baleys of
Jul;f: find it impossible to keep within the limits pre-
seribed by Clause 1 Section 7 ; and that the process of
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drying jute, which frequently reaches Caleuita in” a very
damp slate, cannot be effectually conducted unless the
material is sufficiently exposed to sun and air; and that
the operation cannot be satisfactorily performed within
the covered limits of a licensed warchouse. It follows
therefore that if care be mot taken to dry the jube
thoroughly the fibre will gradually generate the elements
of spontancous combustion, and thus tend to create the
very danger against which the Act is intended to provide.

The Committec are informed that in taking risks on
premises containing Joose jute or cotton the local Fire
Insurance Offices only stipulate that none of it shall be
left out af night, and that it shall he removed and stored
after ib has been dried; and it is suggested that the
Commissioners may with safety relax the condition as
régards drying in the open air during the doy since it
would not only render the operation more complete hut
Jargely lessen the rik of danger.

TIn the town of Calcutta where such danger is obvious-
Iy greater the Act does mot appear to be so rigorously
enforced as it is in the suburbs where the visk is far
Tess, and the Committee believe that their application does
nol involve any unreasonable abatement of its provisions.

From Vice-Chairman of the Municipal Commis-
sioners for the Suburbs of Caloutia to Chamber
of Commerce.

Alipore, 24th November 1873.

I have the honor to acknowledge the reccipt of your
Tetter dated 17th November having veference to certain
9 .
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vesbrictions imposed on the owners of jute-serews and
warchouses by Act IT of 1872 (B. C)

While personally T am quite of opinion that clause

1, Scetion 7, if rigorously enforced, must operate harshly

] and impose a very serious obstacle to trade, and that

it probably might cause the very danger which the Act

was framed to avert, I am afraid that the Commis-

sioners have no power to depart from the law, but must

administer it as they find it, and that unless the Legis-

Iature can bo induced to modify the clause in question,

they would not be justified in allowing it to hecome a
dead letter. ’

I may however mention that having for some time
: given the subject my consideration, and having discussed
PiEs the matter with several gentlomen interested in. the jute
trade, it has been my intention to bring the matter
hefore the Commissioners ab a meeting in order that the
question might be fully considered and that if the
meeting coincided with me in considering such a repre-
sentation necessary, thatb the question might be urged
5 . upon the Government of Bengal.

i T shall therofore lay the matter before the Commis-
| sioners ab their next General Mecting, and will also place
your letter befere them and 1 have no doubt that the
opinion of the Commitice of the Chamber of Commerce
will have greab weight, both with the Commissioners.
and with thé Government,
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Irow Chamber of Comanerce to the Chairman of
the Muwicipality, Ilowrah.

Caleutta, 5th December 1873.

I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commeree to place in yowr hands the accompanying
copy of a representation submitted by them to the Com-
missioners for the suburbs of Caleutia relative to the
operation of the Jute Warchouse Act ; and in requesting
your attention to the point which the Committce have
specially urged in that communication they trust it will
be in your power also to permib such relaxation of the
law as will enable the owners of screwhouses within the
limits of your authority to conduet their business under
2 less rigorous application of the Act especially in such
Jocalities as in your judgment may be considered entitled
to the relief applied for,

From Secretary of the Howrah Municipality to
Chamber of Commerce.

Howrah, 13th December 1873.

I am direeted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 5th instant to the address of the Chairman, en-
cloging a copy of the representation, made by you to the
Suburban Municipality asking them to relax certain pro-
visions of the Jute Warehouse Act, and asking this Muni-
cipality to do the same.

2, Inreply, Iam to inform you that the Chairman
would suggest that your representation be made to the ~
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Legislative authorities, or to His Honor the Lieutenant-
Governor as the chief of the executive. If the Chair-
man receives instructions from any official superiors, that
he may exercise any discretion in. applying the particular
provision of the Jule Warehouse Act, he will of course
do so, Otherwise he thinks he would not be justified
in doing so.

No. 26 M. M.

Lrom Cl of the Presid, Division to
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
Judicial Department.

Caleutta, January 28ih, 1874.

In continuation of my letter No. 17 M. M., dated
November 6th 1873, I have the honor to submib here-
with copies of a letter No. 17, dated January 8th 1874,
and its enclosuves from the Chairman of the Municipal
Commissioners for the suburbs of Caleutta on the subject
of Section 7 of the Jute and Fire Brigade Act 1T of 1872
B.C.

2. The Licutenant-Governor will observe that the
Section only applies to new jute warchouses to he
established and not to houses that were used as Jjute
warchouses before the passing of the Act. Under the
concluding portion of Section 6 of the Ach (and Section
10) a diseretion is left to the Muncipal Commissioners
as to which of the conditions in Section 7, other than
the payment of an annual fee, shall he applied to the old
warehouses, and as I am not quite cerlain from the
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«enclosed papers that this point is remembered, T will
request the altention of the Chairman to it

As regards new warchouses I think there is much in
‘what is said in regard to the drying of jute, and T would
modify the provisions in Clause 1 so far as to allow of
Jjute being dried in the -open air in the day time, 4. e
between sun rise and sun set, in an enclosure surrounded
by walls or masonry buildings, though it should not be
allowed on the roofs of houses or in places open to the
street or road.

4. In regard to the roofs (Clause 1 again) I would
allow the ordinary solid beam roofs. I sec no more
danger from such beams thau from wooden shubters to-
windows or from wooden doors. .

5. The question of artificial light prohibited in Clause
3 is a more difficult one to deal with, but considering the
undoubted danger of introducing such lights I would
only allow the use of such lamps as can be completely
closed and they should be so closed on penalty of for-
feiting the license before they are brought into the
building. It might perhaps be difficult or at least very
expensive to give enough light with such lamps, but [
do not think it would he safe to allow gas or any other
exposed artificial light.

6. In my former letter T represented that the real
effect of the Act has been the imposition of an export
duty on jute, and recommended the vevision of the seale
of fees whenever the Municipal Acts are reconsidered.
In the matters now brought to notice 1 am similaly in
favor of removing every restriction on busi ected
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with the jute {rade that can e removed consistently
with a due regard of the main object for which the Act
was passed, and if these concessions are granted I helieve
the attainment of that object will not be interfered
with,

No. 11 M. M.

Lrrom Commissioner’s Office, Presid Division.

Caleutta, January 28th 1874.

Copy forwarded to “the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of
Commerce. for information with reference to his letter to
the Vice-Chairman of the Municipal Commissioners for
the suburbs of Caleutta, dated November 17th 1874,

No. 2¢F. B.

Lirom the Vice-Chadrman of the Municipal Com-
missioners for the suburbs of Calcutia to Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Alipore, 271h Tarch 1874,

‘With reference to your letter dated 17th November
1873, and my reply thereto No. 15 ., dated 24th Novew-
ber last, I have now the honor to forward for the infor-
mation of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
copy of letter No. 362 dated 12th February 1874, from
the Offg. Under Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,
from which you will perceive that His Honor the Licut-
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enant-Governor of Bengal has declined to amend  the
existing Act for the regulation of jute warchouses.

T regreb very much that the recommendations of the
Municipal Commissioners supported by the Commissioner
of the Presidency Division have not heen ecomplied with,
Dut as such is the case, the Committee will see that the
Commissioners have no option but to enforee the law as
it stands and their Inspector will be instructed accord-
ingly.

I may however state that I shall be ready to hring
before the Commissioners and support any further repre-
sentations of the Chamber on the subject and o press
the same on the attention of Government.

T have no doubt the Chamber, as the dircet vepresenta-
tive of the Commereial interests involved, will take the
necessary action in the matter.

No. 362.

T'rom Offg.-Under Secretary to the Government of
Bengal to the Commissioner of the Presidency
Division.

Caleutte, 12th February 1874,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 26 M. M. dated 28th ultimo with enclosures, and in -
veply to say that the Licutenant-Governor agrees in the
views oxpressed in paragraph 2 of your letter that the
obligations under Clauses 1 to 7 of Scetion 7 of Act 11 of
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1872 do not necessarily apply to the jute ware liouses
which existed at the time the Act came into operation ;
and that the Commissioners of the Suburban Muni-
cipality can exercise: their discretion as regards such
warchouses,

2. With reference to your recommendation to relax
the obligations complainéd of in reference to- new avare-
houses, I am to-state that as this question does not seem
to the Licutenant-Governor to press for immediate legis-

Jation it will be considered when the consolidation. of the:

Municipal laws: comes before the Legislative Council.

REVISION OF THE CUSTOMS TARIFF.

Tre Committee are unable to report any move-
ment in this matter, as no reply has been received
to their representation of 20th August last ; pro-
bably the Government have not had leisure to

enter into a full consideration of the subject owing-

to other pressing claims on their atiention ; but

the Committee will not fail to avail themselves.

of the first favorable opportunity to reopen the
subject. :

In the meanwhile they place on record a memo-:
rial from the Manchester Chamber of Commerce to
Her Majesty’s Government relative to the duties
levied on manufactured cotton goods imported
info British India with the view to their abolition,
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From Manchester Chamber of Commerce to Bengal
Chamber of Commenrce.

Manchester, 29th January 1874.

I beg to hand you, for the information of your Cham-
ber, the annexed copy of Memorial on the Import Duties
into India on Cotton Yarn and Goods, which has been
addressed to the Right Ion. W. E. Grapsroxw, the
Tirst Lord of the Treasury, and to the Duke of Araviz,
Sceretary of State for India.

To the Right Ion. W. L. Gladstone, M. P., §c. §e.
§e., First Lord of Her Majesty’s Treasury  The Memorial
of the Directors of the Munchester Chamber of Commerce,
by their Chairman,

RESPECTFULLY SHEWEBTH—

“That the Cotlon Manufacture of the Uniied King-
dom, in regard to the vast capital invested and the great
number of people dependent on it for subsistence, is pro-
bably the largest trade carried on, and any legislation
which unnaturally intexferes with its prosperity is worthy
the serious consideration of Government ;—

“That a very large portion of this great commerce is
{ransacted with British India, and a great part of our
mercantile marine is constantly employed in it;—

“That a fiscal duty of 3} per cent. on yarn,and 5 per
cent. on cloth, is now levied in India on the importation
of British Cotlon Manufactures, assessed on taviff rates
fixed many years ago, when values ruled much higher
fhan they do now, so that the duties thus levied actually

10
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amount to about 4 por cent. on the present prices of
yarns in India, and nearly 6 per cent. on cloth, and con-
stitute:a positive {ax of at least 10 per cont. on the capital
invested in Cotton Factories employed in manufacturing
for India ;—

“That the {ax is now found to be absolutely prohibitory
to the trade in yarn and cloth of the coarse and low-priced
sorts, and yowr Memorialists arc informed that it is pro-
posed to fmport Egyptian and American raw coton into
India (no duty being charged thercon), to manufacture
the finer yarn and cloth, which will thas compete with
goods received from England on which duty is lovied ;—

“That a protected trado in Cotton Manufacture is now
consequently springing up in British India, and an un-
sound commerce is being fostered in that conntry which
will, sooner or later, cause embarrassment and distress to
the native capitalists and workmen 5—

“That the levying of such dutics, when their offect is
to afford protection to onc portion of Hor Majesty’s sub-
Jjects in India to the disadvantage of another portion in
Tngland, with whom they are brought into competition
in trade, is inconsistent with the commercial policy of this
country, and subversive of the soundest principles of poli-
tical cconomy and free trade —

““That just in proportion as the protective duty stimu-~
Iates the ercction of Cotton Factories in India, it defeats
the primary object of the tax ns a source of revenue, by
encouraging the production of Goods in India to th‘c

1 of British Manufact
impost is levied ;—

5 on which alone the
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«That the inevitable tendency of any irade nursed and
fostered by protection is to divert capital and labour fromy
the natural channels into which they would otherwise he:
more beneficially turned 5—

“That the said duties arc increasing the cost to the
native population—or at least to the poorest of the 'pcctple
—of their articles of clothing, and thereby interfering
with the healih, comfort, and general well-being of the
Queen’s Indian subjects.

«Your Memorialists thercfore pray, that having regard
to the reasons set forth above, an early consideration
may be given to the subject of the dutics now levied
on Yarns an 1 Manufactured Goods on import into
India, with a view to their abolition.

« And your Memorialists will ever pray.”

Irom Bengal Chamber of Commerce to Manchester
Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 13th March 1874.

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
desire me to acknowledge the receipt of your circular
lotter of 29th January annexing, for their information,
copy of a memorial presented by the Manchester Cll:u'nlA)er
to Hor Majesty’s Gevernment relative to the aboht.non
of Customs dutics on Cotton yarn and manufactures im-
ported into British India.
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Proposed reduction of holidays at the annual
Doorga Pooja Festival.

Ix attention to the instructions conveyed to your
Committee by a resolution of the Chamber at the
last General Meeting, the following representation
was submitted, on 6th January, to the Government
of Bengal, with reference to the holidays observed
on the occasion of the Hindoo Festival of Doorga
Pooja.

No reply has yet been received.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Bengal.

Caleutta, 6th January 1874.

The extreme inconvenience to which the traffic of the
porbis exposed by interruption to business caused by
the Doorga Pooja holidays has been long felt by the
commercial public ; remonstrances against the system have
been frequently made to the Chamber, and the subject
was prominently brought to notice a fow days sinee with
arequest that the Government should be addressed in
the hope of some plan being adopted by which the
grievance complained of might be red d

Tam accordingly desired to submit the matter for the
consideration of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor,

The question of curtailing the numerous holidays, 38 in
number, to which the natives had been long accustomed,
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came before the Chamber in 1860, and after a. lengthened
correspond and the appoi t of a special Com-
mission to consider and report upon the matter the Go-
vernor General in Council issued a Notification —No. 64
of 15th April 1862—limiting the number of ¢lose holi-
days during the year to 27, of which 12 were taken up
by the Doorga Pooja vacation.

With regard to the days sanctioned by CGovernment
for the Doorga Pooja holidays it is right to state that the
Commission of 1860 recommended that immediately
following the four days observance of that occasion a
general holiday of #en days longer should be allowed by
Government to all classes—making the whole holiday
extend over 14 days : and that the long vacation at that
period is therefore attributable Jess to the time actually
required for the celebration of the Hindoo festival than
to the extension of time which all classes obtained for
general relaxation.

In 1867, 2 other holidays were added by order of
Government in q of a repr ation by the
native community that they were essential to the per-
formance of their religious ceremonies ; but the Chamber
was opposed to that extension on the ground of those
two special days baving been advisedly omitted, when
the revision took place in 1860, as not being indispen-
sable to such purposes.

There has been mno change since in respect of these
public holidays ; but there has been a material change
in the ecircumstances of the trade of Calcutta which, it is
submitted, calls for protection at the hands of Government
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against the serious disability under which that trade lies
during the enforced *observance of the Doorga  Pooja
Tholidays.

The Commitlee of the Chamber desire to assure the
Licutenant-Governor that ncither on the part of them-
selves nor of the European Merchants of Caleutta is
there the slightest wish to deprive their native fellow
citizens of a single day which may be devoted to religi-
ous requirements, and the continued toleration of the
long vacation arising oub of the Doorga Pooja holidays
testifies to their desire not to unduly restrict the leisure
which the Hindoo community consider essential to the
performance of ceremonial rites ab that anuual festival.

While the intervention of an occasional holiday is o
matter of no material moment, the suspension of business
for an entire fortnight is a most serious interference with
the operations of merchants, and its consequences are so
exceedingly mischievous that all interests thereby affect-
ed appeal to the authority of Government for the intro-
duction of arrangements which shall admit of the ordi-
nary traffic of the port being conducted with the least
degree of obstruction and inconvenience.

The practical results of such a compulsory cessation
of work can searcely be detailed ; but broadly speaking
the import and export trade is abt a stand still, the
tonnage of the port, suffers to the extent which loss of
time involves, and the detention of steam vessels espe-
clally is attended with expenses which add materiall y to
the heavy cost incurred in maintaining them.

The partial opening of the Custom House for 2 or 3

79

days immediately after the holidays is a considerate
concession on the part of the Collector to shippers of
cargo—to whom that privilege is limited—who gladly
avail themselves of the opportunity of completing iheir
engagements, and vessels whose loading may have been
{ar advanced can manage to get away: but ships and
steamers arriving on the eve of the holidays and the
consignees of their cargoes are powerless to move. To
them the Custom House is absolutely closed, and the
facilities and conveniences ordinarily afforded by the
Jetty arrangements of the Port Commissioners are conse-
quently unavailable.

The Commissioners do indeed permit vessels moored
al their jetties to discharge, but consignees of such dis-
charged cargo cannot obtain delivery in the absence of
Customs passes, and the loss and inconvenience importers
suffer by their inability to get possession of their con-
signments are aggravated by the increased delay caused
by the block of business and confusion and difficulty
which accompany the resumption of business.

The Committee do not ventwre to suggest any
measure that shall in any way deprive the native com-
munity of the right to set apart a certain season for the
ceremonies of their religion ; and although they believe
it is not impossible to arrange for the continuance of
public and private business by a relay of labor, at
mutually convenicnt intervals, secured by extra remu-
neration, they do not advocate a system of worle depen-
dent on partial service available by inducements
inconsistent with a declared necessity for the cessation of
work and attendance on ordinary official duties.
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At the same time the Committee cannot ignore the
claims of commercial interests or the sacrifices involved
in the suspension of business during the long period of
the Doorga Pooja vacation : and while on the one hand
they acknowledge the right of the native community to
holidays essential to their avowed purposes, it is their
duty, on the other hand, to recognise the requirements
of trade and to end to remove embarrassing hin-
drances and impediments in its way.

In the judgment of the Committee that twofold
object can be obtained by curtailing the holidays on the
oceasion- of the Doorga Pooja festival to the number
absolutely required for its observance. In former times

Jfour days only were devoted to that ceremonial, and it is

presumed that number still suffices : and allowing ample
time for distant journeying by rail (an advantage limited
in 1860 to a trip to Rajmahal—some 200 miles  from
Caleutta) it appears to the Committee that one \veel\
would be a liberal allotment of time.

No class privilege \voulrl be abrogated by such limited
duration of holiday leisure, and the grievance now com-
plained of by the mercantile community would be re-
dressed by the reduction of an ' enforced period of in-
activity to an unavoidable minimum,
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Tho Chamber’s Tonnage Schedulo, as regards moasure~
ment of Jute, Cotton, &c.

Tumis vexed question has heen so thoroughly
discussed during the last six months that it is un-
necessary for the Committee to enter into any ex-
pression of opinion on its merits. At the Special
General Meeting of the Chamber held on the 21st
Tebruary last it was resolved that the further
consideration of the scheme recommended by
the Special Committee be postponed for four
months ; that time will expire on 21st of next
month, when it is to be hoped some arrangement:
will be adopted to the satisfaction of all interests.

" The proceedings of the Chamber and of the
Special Comumittees will be found in the following
pages.

To thé Chairman and Members of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta.

GENTLEMEN,

The undersigned shipowners of the Port of London
engaged in the Caleutta Trade forward for your consi-
deration the accompanying stalement of proceedings of
a public meeting, held on the 21st November, respecting
your late alteration in the tonnage schedule, as it af-
fects the measurement of cotbon and jute ab the serew-
Louses.

11
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We are of opinion that you will reconsider your late
resolution, and acquiesce in the unapimous desire ex-
pressed ab the meeting, and amend the system of measur-
ing jute and cotton for shipment, which ab present is
most unfair and injurious to shipowners, and calls for
immediate redress.

‘We are, Gentlemen,
Your most, obedient Servants,

George L. Munro, Chairman of the General
Shipowners Society.

Anthouy George Robinson, Deputy Chairman.
Peninsular and  Oriental Steam Navigation
Company, Per Alexr. Bethune, Secrelary.
Merchant Shipping Company, Limited, Per
Alfred Wallen, Sceretury.

Henry Green.

John Allan and Sons.

Gilmour, Rankine, Strang and Co.
George Marshall and Sons.
Thomas and Wm. Smith.

‘W. H. Tindall.

Montgomerie and Greenhorne.
Houlder Brothers and Co.
Gosman and Smith.

Devitt and Moore.

Park Brothers.

Shaw, Maxton and Co.

George L. Munro and Co.
Alex. Howden and Co.
‘lemperleys, Carter and Darke.
John Lidgett and Sons.

Shaw, Saville and Co,
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George Duncan and Co.
Thomas Skinner and Co. *
Gellatly, Hankey, Sewell and Co.
Chas, M. Norwood.
Tatham and Co.
Henry Ellis and Sons.
John Holman and Sons.
Thos. B. Walker.
Haviside and Co.
Livingston, Briggs and Co.
Jas. Shepherd and Co.
Thos. Bilby and Co.
Thos. Wilson, Sons and Co,
Liston, Young and Co.
Donald, Currie and Co.
Pro James P. Corry and Co., Belfast, Mills and.
Milne.
Stephens and Grellicr.
Smith, Bilborough and Co.
Serutton Campbell.
Galbraith, Stringer, Pembroke and Co.
John James Holdsworth,
John Wills and Son.
Robert L. Hunter.
Adamson, Ronaldson and Co.
Waits, Milbwrn and Co.
Glover Brothers,
J. and R. Grant.
Thos. Stephens and Son.
McDiarmid, Greenshiclds and Co.

. Lonpon, December 1873.
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At a meeting of shipowners engaged in the Calcutta
Trade, sheld on the 21st November 1873, ab the Offices
of the General Shipowners’ Society, London, to take into
consideration the recent alteration in the tonnage sche-
dule of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, whereby it
has been made compulsory to take the measurement of

. cobton and jute at the serew-houses, &e.—

GeoreE LiawsoN Muxro, Esq., in the Chair.

The Chairman having explained the objects of the
meeting, the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted :—

Moved by C. M. Norwood, Lsq., . P.
Seconded hy George Marshall, Jun., Esq.

“That in order to carry out the views of shipowners
“as to the fair measurement of jute, cotton, and similarly
« packed goods, this meeting resolves to instruct their
« Agents at Caleutta not to accept any such freight mea-
 sured at the serewhouses, but that the measurements
“ be taken by qualified measurers(chosen by both parties),
“ either alongside, or on the ship’s deck, or at some one
« convenient central spot; and that the above system
« should tale effect on and from 1st February 1874.”

Second Resolution—

Moved by George Duncan, Esq.
Seconded by W. H. Tindall, Esq.

« That this mecting resolves that they will require
“ their Agents in Caleutta to again bring this matter
“before the Chamber of Commerce and support the
“ shipowners in carrying out the above resolution ; and
« that these resolutions be submitted to the several ship-

|
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“owners in London engaged in the trade for their ap~
« proval and signature.”

GEORGE L. Muxro,

Chairmann.

At a meeting of shipowners engaged in the Calcutta
Trade, held on the 26th November 1873, at the Offices
of the Liverpool Shipowners’ Association, to take into
consideration the tonnage schedule of the Chamber of
Commerce— '

Jades MACDONALD, IsQ., in the Chair.

1t was wnanimously resolved, on the molion of JaMrs
BrazLey Esq., scconded by F. A. CLint, Esq. :—

That, in order to carry out the views of shipowners,
as to the fair measurement of jute, cotton, and similarly
packed goods, this meeting resolves to instruct their
Agents at Caleutta, not to accept any such freight mea-
sured ab the screwhouses, but that the measurements be
taken by qualified measurers (chosen by bhoth parties,)
cither alongside or on ship’s deck, or at some one con-
venient central spot, and that the above system should
take eflect on and from 1st February 1874. ’

And on the motion. of ROBERT RANKIN, Bsq., scconded by
PETER STUART, E$Q. : —

That this mecting resolves that they will require their
Agents in Caleutta to again bring this matter before the
Chamber of Commerce, and support the shipowners in
carrying out the above resolution, and that these resolu-
tions be submitted to the several shipowners in Liver-
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pool, engaged in the trade, for their approval and signa-
ture.

Jas. Macdonald, Chairman, Liverpool Shipowners'
Association.

For British and Kastern Shipping Co., Limited,
Jas. Macdonald, Managing Director.

For the British Shipowners’ Co., Limited, W. T.
Banks, Secretary.

James Beazley.

Rankin, Gilmour and Co.

Nelson and Co.

Henry Fernie and Sons.

Nicholson and McGill

Moran, Galloway and Co.

C. 8. Lemon and Co.

Ismay, Iinvie and Co.

Mackinnon, Frew and Co,

James Malcolm.

Stuart and Douglas.

Thomas Royden and Sons,

Richard Nicholson and Sons.

Williamson, Milligan and Co,

Allan Brothers and Co.

And. E. Byrne and Co.

Jobn 8. De Wolf and Co.

C. W. Kellock and Co.

Donald Kennedy and Co.

5. R. Graves and Sons,

Willis and Co.

Brooke and Worthington.

Jas. Poole and Co.

L. H. Macintyre and Co.
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Geo. Warren and Co.
Eyre, Ivans and Co.

McDiarmid, Greenshields and Co.

Lamport and Holt.
Shalleross and Higham.

" Hargrove, Ferguson and Jackson.

. N. Hughes and Nepher.

C. . Bowring and Co.

Lecch, Harrison and Forwood.
Clint and Co. :
‘Wm. Killey and Co.

C. G. Cowie, Son and Co.
TFrancis Boult and Co.

G. H. Fletcher and Co.

Jos. Heap and Sons.

Geo. Smith and Sons.

~James and Alex. Allen.

John H, Watt.

Aitken, Lilburn and Co.
J. and R. Young and Co.
Thomas Skinner and Co.
‘Watson Brothers.

Allan C. Gow and Co.
J.and A. Roxburgh.

Of Glasgow.

James P. Corry and Co., of Belfast, by authority

Robert Rankin,
Stoddart Bros.
W. and R. Wright
R. Alexander.
Thos. and Jas. Harrison.
Farnworth and Jardine.
Balfour, Williamson and Co.
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GENERAL MEETING OF IHE BENGAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Teld on. Saturday the 24th January 1874.
The Hon'ble H. . SUTHERLAND, Presidend, in the Chair.

The Chainnan addressed the meeting as follows : —
Gentlemen,—As you are aware from the circulars that

have been issued, and from the advertisement which has

Jjust been published, this mecting is convened in com- LY

© pliance with a requisition addressed to the Comimittee by

five members of the Chamber, I will read the requi-
sition :—

“Messrs, the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of
Comumerce.

Gentlemen,—We hereby request you, under Rule 17 i

of the Regulations of the Chamber, to convene a special
general meeting for the consideration of the resolutions
adopted at the meetings of the shipowners in London
and Liverpool, with a view Lo the alteration of the pre-
senb t ge-schedule.—We are, Gentl

your obe-

Anderson and Co,, Sehoene, Kilburn and Co., Peel, Jacob
and Co,, Crooke, Rome and Co ,—Calcutta, Jahuary 16,
1874

Ineed not enter into the vexed question that will
form the subject of your consideration to-day. The
history of what has taken placo here in regard to the
revision of the tonnage-schedule of the porb is well-
known to you. Before, however, T call upon the gentle-
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men who signed the requisition to state their views, as
they doubbless are prepared to do, I would say, on behalf
of your Ct ittce, that we had anticipated the present
" action’in the matter, and at our last mecling decided to
issue to the members the copics of communications re-
ceived by the (hamber from shipowners of London and
Liverpool. We only received the official communications
two days before our last Committee mecting. We took
prompt ackion, and in this we only paid the deference

Jjustly due to the influential names appended to the London -

and Liverpool letters. The reference for the opinion of
members by cireular now takes the shape of this general
meeting in consequence of the requisition, and 1 would
10w call upon any member of the five firms to Jay their
views before the Chamber,

Mr. Temple Wileox thereupon rose to propose the
{ollowing resolution : —

“That in accordance with the resolutions of ship-
owners in London and Liverpool, measuvements of jute,
cotton, and similarly packed goods, be taken by qualified
measirers, to be appointed by the Chamber of Cominerce,
cither alongside, or on the ship’s deck, or at some one
convenient central spot, and that the above system showld
take effect on and from the 1st May newt.”

Mr. W. R. Brown seconded the resolution.

Mr, J. F. Rutherfoord spoke of the difficulty and
inconvenience of measwing jute, colton, and similaly
packed goods cither on deck or alongside, and thoAughb
that the question should be referred to the Committee.
He accordingly proposed the following amendment :—

12
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“ That the jollowing schems be considered by the Com.-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce, with power to add
to their number for this special occasion, for report to o
general meeling as curly as possible :—

“That the Port, Commissioners be requested to appoint
sworn measurers, and, distribute them through the port in
the manmer following :—

Cossipore, from the novthern, limit of the port

to the Cireular Canal - One
Cireular Canal to Aheerectollal, Ghat One
Upper Strand, Banls Wharf e One
Lower Strand Bank Whanf . One
Howral side of port oo One
Jetty enclosure when ready ... One

“The above subject to modifications at the discretion
of the said Commissioners.

“That in dry weather all measurements be taken on, the
wharf preparatory to the cargo being loaded inlo boals
or over ¢ jelty in the Port Commiissioners’ enclosure.

“ That in wet weather the chief exccutive officer of the
Port € issi may order measurement at such
Zuropean press-houses only as are on the river side.

“That the Port Commissioners levy a charge of Rs. 2
per 100 bales from each ship going to sea with Jute or
cotlon or similarly packed articles.

“That the measurers’ figures be Jinal.  The chigf execu-
tive of the Port Commissioners to be the sole referce in case
of unsatisfuctory measurement’,
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Mr. Rutherfoord went on to say that the question
was, who should pay for the measurement 2 He thought
that as it would manifestly be to the advantage of ship-
owners it was right that they should bear the expense,
which was very small, Rs. 2, per 100 bales. e con-
cluded by moving that the whole matter be referred
to the Committee.

Mr. Bullen Smith seconded the amendment. He said
that measurement alongside of ships was impracticable
in a port like this, and that measurement in some central
spot was equally impracticable, considering the vast
area over which their measurement operations extend-
ed. Generally speaking, he would object to the resolu-
tion. Referring then to the proposal of appointing the
Port Commissioners as referces in case of unsatisfactory
measurement, he thought that this was a good system,
and would give general satisfaction, as that body would
hold the scales equally bebween shipowners and ship
agents. As regards the fee, he thought that shipowners
should bear it, and said that it was very small consider-
ing the great advantage they would reap.

My, Murray supported the amendment.

The Chairman here read both the amendiment and the
resolution, and pub them to the vote in the usual order.
The amendment was carried by a large majority.

Mr. Bullen Smith, with the leave of the President,
drew the attention of the meeting to the ‘fact that the
proposed system had given the greatest satisfaction in
Bombay where it had been in force for the last three

years.
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL
GENERAL MEETING OF THE BENGAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Held on Saturdwy, the 21st February 1874.

The Howble H. H. SUTHERLAND, President, in the
Chair.

A special general mecting of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce was held on Saburday last ab the rooms of the
Chamber for the purpose of submitting the proceedings
of the Specnl Committee regarding the measurement-
scheme proposed ab the meeting of the 24th ultimo. A
large number of gentlemen were present.

The Hon'hle H. H.Sutherland, President, asked the
meeting whether they wished the report to be read, or
whether the sume should De taken as read, as it had been
duly cirenlated. The sense of the meeting being that the
report should be read, the President called upon the
Secretary to read the same,

Mr. Wood thereupon read the proceedings, which ran
as follows :—

Proceedings of a Special Cq ittee of the Bengal Chamber
of Comaneree held on, Saturday, the 315t January 1874,
The following members were present :—

The Hon'ble H. H. Sutherland, Prvsidcn,t, in the chair :

F. G Eldridge, Bsq., the Hon'hle B, D. Colvin,
Messts. T. A, Apear, T. A, Vlasto, F. Eisenlohr, W.
Duncan, J. F. Rutherfoord, H. Rhodius, T, Willcox,
T. L. Watson, G. M. Sturthers, H, S, Cox ; and Mr, Duff
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3vuce, Vice-Chairman of the Port Commissioners, attend-
ed ab the Committee’s invitation,

Before entering into o discussion of the subject for the
consideration of which the meeting had assembled, the
Chairman submitted a leter from Messrs. F. W. Heilgers
and Co., who suggested the advisability of amending the
Tonnage Schedule as far as the weight of bales of cotton,
jute, &c., is concerned,—3001h. being uwo longer the
standard weight in use in the Port.

The meeting was of opinion that the question raised by
Messrs. F. W, Heilgers and Co., was beyond  their
power to consider, and that it was nobt competent to
entertain it : but it was pointed out by some of the
Committee that the reference was made under a misappre-
hension of the tonnage schedule, which, in a fool note,
merely explains that jute, &e., are packud in bales vary-
ing from 3001b. to 4001b.

Mr. Rutherfoord’s scheme of measurement having been
generally discussed, the following resolutions were sub-
mitted :—

Proposed by Mr. Vlasto,
Seconded by the How'ble Mr. Colvin,

1.—That in terms of the first part of Mr. Rutherfoord's
proposal the Port Cumm\issimwrs be requested to appoint
sworn, measurers and distribute them through the Portas
may be hereafter determined.

Carried unanimously.
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Proposed by Mr. Rutherfoord,
Seconded by Mr, Eldridge,

2.—That in dry wenlher all measurvements be taken on
the wharf preparatory to the curgo being louded into boats
or over a jetty in the Port Commissivners’ enclosure.
Amendment,
Proposed hy Mr. Willeox,
Sceonded by Mr, Duncan,

That measurement be taken alongside the ship or on deck.
The original resolution was carried by a majority.
Proposed by Mr. Rutherfoord,

Seconded by Mr. Eisenlohr, .

3.—That in wel weather “the Port Commissioners may
order measwrement at such steam or hydraulic press-houses
as they may determine.
Carried by a majority.
Proposed by Mr. Eldridge,
Seconded by Mr. Eisenlohr,

4.—That such allowance as may be decided by « Sub- ~

Commitlee 1o be appointed shall be made to the ship in
exoess of the actual measurement taken al any screw house.
The resolution was negatived.
Proposed by Mr. Rutherfoord,
Seconded by Mr. Vlasto,
8.—That the Porl, Commissioners levy from cach ship
going to s with jute or colton or similarly packed articles

such charge per 100 bales us may hereafter be fownd neces-
sary to cover the cwpense,

Resolution carried by a majority.
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Proposed by the How'ble Mr. Colvin,

Sceonded by Mr. Eldridge,

6,—That the Porl Commissioners be requested, to draw
up such rules as may be necossary for carrying out the
system of measurement by sworn measurers, and {o
submit the sume to the Commitice of the Chamber of
Commerce for consideration.

Carried by a Majority.

ProcoeEDINGS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTER HELD ON
SATURDAY, THE 771t FEBRUARY 1874.

The following members were present :—

The How'ble H. H. Sutinruany, President, in the chair:

Messrs, . G. Eldridge, J. R. Bullen Smith, T. A,
Apear, T. A. Vlasto, F. Tisenlohr, W. Duncan, J. It
Rutherfoord, H. Rhodius, T. Willeox, T. L. Watson, and
G. M. Struthers. -

The minutes of proceedings of last mecling as above
recorded were read and confirmed.

Mi. Temple Willcox submitted the following letter,
and proposed that it be recorded as a part of the proceed-
ings of this meeting.

Mr. T. A. Apear seconded the proposition, which was
carried unanimously.
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Calcutte, 4th February 1874,

H. W. I. WOOD, Esq,
Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.
Drar Sig,

: i : Referring to the copy of the proceedings of the Special
“JEIRE Mecting held on 31st ultimo, enclosed in yours of yester-
} B : day, I shall be obliged by your placing on, record my op-
iR indon, as euprossed at that meeting * that as the resolutions
o carried contain no guarantee that the bales which will be

measured by the sworn measurer will be sent {o the ship or
B E tuat the present system of « dummy” bales will be reme-
i died, shipowners will not consent to be taxed for the sup-
L port of « scheme from, which they will derive no bengfit.

Yours faithfully,
. TeMPLE WILLCOX.
., Mr. J. F. Rutherfoord then proposed, and Mr. J. R.
-HEI Bullen Smith seconded,

! . That the Jollowing resolution be adopted as o reply to
S the foregoing letter, and accepled us the opinion of this
i) meeting for embodiment in the Comunitied's Teport,

Carried by a majority.

Dummy Bales are of two sorts.

: st Those of light weight and thus compressed into
| wery small bulk,

2nd.  Those of proper weight, but through extrg, 1abor
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and care compressed into greater density than the remain-
der of the parcel intended for shipment.

These dummy bales. have been  the natural offspring, ai
dishonest capstan screws, of the measurement rules hitherto
in force, which provided that the represcntatives of the ship
and of the serew should each select an, equal number of bales
Sor measurement, the average of the two selections being
Laken to express the actual measurement of lhe shipment.
When measurement has beon taken elsewhere then on the
wharf the temptation to dishonest screwers not to part with
their dummy bales has often been Sound insuperable, and
the dummies did duty as re;
wmore than once.

ting the screwer’s selection

In the measurement scheme passed by the Committee the
aworn measurer - alone will select bales for measurement :
chere will be no pitting of big bales agaimst litlle bales
by the representatives of different interests ; and all bales
20ill be measured at the wharf, exeept in wet weather al such
steam or ydraulic Press Houses whose well ecrned reputa-
tion for lonesty the Port Commissioners may confide in.
Gunny Cloth has been. measured ot the Borneo (Berna-

gore) Co’s Mills since their trade commenced. Have dum-

my bales been heard of there? Have any bales measured
there not been " shipped ? For the Jute scason of 1874 there

will be in operation in Calevita 62 Hydraulic presses, of

whick 24 are of Watson’s and not less than 22 are of
Nasmytl's Patent. Dummy bales in connection with these
presses are an absurdity, for they can compress fibre ordi-
narily to a density cxceeding that of Linseed, and the Com-
missioners, with the police of the Port under their control,
nay be trusted to prevent the substitution at the wharf of
other bales for those once measured,

18
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Although for facility of collection, and because it would
be unfair to lax Hydraulic Presses whick do not err in the
matlcr of slack bales, it is proposed to levy the measure-
ment tax on shipowners, the tax will cventually fall on the
consumer of the raw material, for Jute is a monopoly of
Caleutta, and with the large choice of other cargo here,
embracing Linseed, Hides, Tea and other case goods, the
shipowner can regulate the freight on Jute minus the mea-
surement fec to the equivalent of the freight on other arti-
cles not subject to such fecs.

Proposed by Mr, F. G. Eldridge,
Seconded by Mr. J. R. Bullen Smith,

That in the opinion of the majority of this Commiltee
the scheme which they herewith ‘recommend to the members
of the Chamber is the fairest to shipowners, shippers and
owners of screw houses that can be adopted, and at the same
time prove feasible in actual proctice.

Carried by a majority.

CALCUTTA, } " H.W. I WOOD,

Oth Lebruary 1874. Secretary.
The President, in submitting the report, said that the
Special Committee thought it right to lay before the
Chamber simply the record of what took place at their
wo meetings, without inserbing in the report any re-
marks of their own. It would be seen that at the first

meeting five resolutions were passed, bub unfortunately

only one of thesc, the first, was unanimous, The others

wete only carried aftera vote by a majority. At the
second meeting the same differences of opinion prevailed,
and the two resolutions then adopted were, as before,
arrived at by a majority of votes. Ile might state that
the majority was a very decided majority, and further
informed the meeting that cfforts were made both ab the
Special Commitite meetings and subsequently to bring
together the shipping and shipowning interests. These
efforts hitherto have not been suceessful. He was swe
they should all be very glad if a satisfactory arrange-
ment could be brought about to-day. He would say,
however, for himself—and, the opinion was shared by
many others—that no equitable or permanent sebble-
ment of the measurement question could be effected by
passing resolutions in the face of a dissenting minovity
—uesolutions which, he submitted, the Chamber wonld
be powerless to enforce. e need not remind the meot-
ing, in conncetion with this very subject, that one of
their past decisions was a dead letter, and he thought
the Chamber should be most carefyl to avoid atl,efnpting
to pass Jaws and régulations thab it could not carry into
practice. In saying this, he did nob wish to be uuder-
stood as favouring the views of the minovity in the
Special Committee : these, in his humble opinion, were
impracticable. He should have thought rather that My,
Rutherfoord’s resolutions prosented a fair basis for a
settlement. This opinion, however, was not shared by
all; the minority dissented, and, as he understood,
protested against their adoption ; and they had to re-
member, besides, that there are in Caleusta influential
ship-agents and shippers who are not members of the
Chamber, and in regard to one of these he had authority
tostate to the meeting that Desses, Gladstone, Wyllie
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and Co. are willing, as things stand at present, to fall i
with any arrangement embracing—

1. Measurement ab the wharf,

2. By sworn measurers.
3. Half cost of measurement to ship, half to ship:
pers.

He should be very glad if such a settlement, could be
made, but failing it, he would venture to recommend to-
the mecting that the question stand as it is, unsatis-
factory in some vespects though the position be, rather
than press a change which would not le acceptable tor
all, and would not be generally adopted.

Mr. Temple Willeoxz proposed “that measurement e
taken alongside or un the decl: of the ship by sworw
measurers,” and moved that the following: remarks he
placed on the records of the Chamber: * Refe ing to
the twelve gentlemen—exclusive of the President, who,
I helieve, is interested neither in ships nor screws—of”
whom  the Commitice was composed, and whose report,
carried by a majority at the meeting has now been placed
before you, I wish o point out the preponderance of
“press’interest which existed thereat, Messis, Ruther-
foord,” Watson, Vlasto, Risenlohy, Struthers, Cox, and
Rhodius, are

all Jargely connected ith serews, mostly
worked by Nasmyth’s or Wataon's Patents. The Hon'ble
Mr. Colvin’s fixm has, or very recently had, presses of
their own, Mr. Eldridge is a luge shipper of jute and
Jute-butts to America, and whose intercsts areconsequently
ipdirecbly affected Dy the measurement question,  And
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there remain only Messrs. Apcar, Duncan, and myself,
who are not so interested.  Is it therefore to be wondered
at that each resolution contained in the Committee’s report;
was carried, and the only proposition, No. 4, being in the
ship’s favour, negatived, by a majority 7. With regard
to that portion of Mr. Rutherfoord’s resolution recorded
ab the second meeting of the Committee, which runs as
follows : “ Dummy bales in connection with these presses
are an abswrdity, for they can compress fibre ordinarily
to a density exceeding that of linsced, and the Com-
missioners, with the police of the port under their control,
may be trusted to prevent the substibution at the wharf
of other bales for those once mensured’—I cannot ac-
knowledge that he has made out a case. Tor these rea~
sons ;—the hydraulic presses can turn out bales by extra

‘carc and pressure, measuring 45 feet and under, and in

damp weather, owing to the peculiar nature of the jute,
similar bales can be produced without the aid of any
excess strain. This I can illustrate by the following
result, experienced recently at one of the presses during
the late heavy rains ab the beginning of this month. A
pressure equal to 450 tons on the bale was only necessary,
whereas in - the dry cold weather one equal to 1,300 tons
was requisite, thus showing that in a moist atmosphere
about one-third of the power only is expedient as com-
pared with the dry season. In each of the above in-
stances the same quality of article was pressed, and the
bales produced were of equal size, say 1 foot 8 inches in
depth ; they were jute-cuttings. Another fact T wish to
place before you is, that although the hydraulic presses
are owned by European Firms or Companies, it is usual
to have, and I believe they all adopt the plan of having,
native contractors, who supply the ropes and workmen,
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and have to guarantee' the measurement.  Now, if {he
press, when working, is not run up to the proper poiut,
there is a great saving of {ime to these countractors, and
they can consequently turn oul a lucger number of bales
during the day; and another inducement for them to
press in this way is, that weaker lashings suffice, thus
conducing largely to- their profit. I am told, upon the
best authority, that in this manner the contractors can
vealize one anna per bale out of the lashings, and about;
twenty hales per day, extra, from each press. Thusa
good fund is provided for dispensing balsish. In another
part of his resolution Mr. Rutherfoord says: “When
meastrentent has been taken elsewhere than on the wharf,
the temptation to dishonest screwers not to part with
Sheir “dummy” bales has often been found insuperable,
and the “ dummies” did duty as representing the serewer’s
selection more than once. Now, considering that so-
firm and brick-like are the bales that have under-
gone hydraulic pressure on a damp day, that some of
them will not expand or change shape even if the ropes
are taken off, is ib so very absard to suppose that these
native contractors do not arrange to retain a number of
these bales for the purpose of measurement ? T have been
told that not only is it not absurd, but, that the system is
in actwal practice ; as Mr Rutherfoord admits of the
hand-pressed  dummies,’ so do he ydvanlic ones do duty
more than once. These are facts that I have stated, and'
it is possible that the ¢ majority’” who carried No, 3 reso-
lution were not acquainted with the malpractices of em-
ployés in press-houses, My, Rutherfoord’s assertion that
-the hales measured-at the wharf will not be substituted is
a very slender one, but, perhaps the less said of the police
of the port the better, I cannot agree with his remarks
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cither as regard the ease with which the shipowner ean
regulate his freight, for very often there is no other cargo
offering but jute for sailing vessels, and at other times to
attempt to regulate the rate of freight of jute by that of
other goods would entail a delay of months to the -ship.
The foregoing remarks have treated of hydraulic screwed
bales only, as the system employed at the hand-presses is
too well known to need any allusion. T do not consider
that the proposition from the Committee, which is now
before you, contains any improvement on the present
system of measurcment, for no plan is suggested for
removing the obnoxious dummy even on the wharves,
for some of the ghits at which jute is shipped are not
large enough to hold 50 bales, but, on the contrary, a
premium is aptempted for a continuation of the present
system by ruling that measurement shall be taken at
certain screws in wet weather. The desire to saddle
shipowners with the expenses entailed by such a scheme
as has now been proposed is, T think, preposterous, and
against which, as a ship-agent, I strongly protest. As the
only certain means of ensuring justice to all parties, T
have thorefore again to propose ¢ tiat measurement lo taken
alongside or on the decl of the ship by sworn measurers.””

Mr. T. A. Apear seconded the above resolution.

Mr. Eldridge said :—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
—It was not my intention to have taken partin the.
debadte on the question before us to-day, bub, after the
extraordinary nature of the remarks just read by Mr. Will-
cox, T feel compelled to reply to the attack which he has
made upon some of the members of the Special Commit-
tee, including mysell. It is true that I am a large ship-
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pev of jute and butts, but Tam also a ship agent, and may
_add T have no interest whatever in any press-house in
Caleubta, and T believe a large majority of you who. are
here to-day, aswell as the members of the Chamber ge-
nerally, occupy the same independent and disinterestod
position. We buy our jute with measurement guaranteed ;
ealeulate our cost necurdiugly, and if the measurement is
in oxcess it is not]xingvv to us. Mr. Willeox refers to g
resolution offered hy me, and seconded by Mr. Eisenlohr
(I think it is No. 4 in the report), and would give you
the impression that it was not carried owing to the bias
which he intimates influenced the gentleman 1o whom he
particularly refers ; whereas not only did he vote against
it, but also Messrs. Apcar and Duncan, T beligve ; had
they given it their support, it would have been carried.
T regret that Tam compelled to differ from our Hon'ble
President in his suggestion that this meeting should
take no action on the report of the Special Committee
owing to the want of unanimity

which prevails amongst
the members with reference to the scheme proposed. The
owners of ships, in their request to the Chamber that
some action be taken to remedy existing evils in measuring
cargo, suggested two plans—one being that the goods be
measured alongside or on board-ship, and the other that,
they be measured at some central Place on the river-bank.
To all of you who are so thoroughly conversant with the
difficulties which would acerue from attemping to carry
out the first proposition, I need bardly say that it
would be almost impossible to meet their vi
of detention, demurrage, &, and T
agree that it would be equally im
central spob for measwrement,
have therefore Proposed to, v

iews on account
am sure you will al]
possible to select any

The Select, Committee
irtually, meet the views of
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the shipowners by having sworn measurers at different
points on the bank of the river, bub these gentlemen who
seem disposed Lo constitute themselves champions of the
shipowners go further, and will aceept nothing but mea-
surement alongside ; thus’asking more than the parties
whom they claim to represent. Now, gentlemen, T think
e are bound in justice to curselves as Caleutta merchants
to show that we ave willing and anxious to do all that
is fair and right to remedy existing evils, so far as may be
practicable ; and I feel that we should therefore adopt
the Special Committee’s report and let the shipowners see
whence the opposition comes. If they approve of the
stand taken by some of their representatives, we can then
decline to take any further steps in the matter, and let
the present state of affaivs remain as they are.

Mr. Willcox said that Mr. Eldridge must be labouring
under a mistake when he stated that he (Mr. Willcox) did
not vote for No. 4 resolution, for he distinctly did so, as
did also, he believed, Mr. Duncan. A sregards Mr. Eldridge
not being interested in the measurement question, Mr.

“Willeox thought that if the contractor from whom Mr.
Eldridge bol;ghb his jute were to increase his price to
meeb any excess measurement, which he would doubtless
do if correct measurements were taken and given, Mr.
Tldridge would then soon find out that he was inter-
ested.

Mr. Bullen Smith said that his opinions on this mea-
surement question were well known, and he rose chiefly
to express his geueral concurrence in the excellenAL re-
marks which had fallen from his friend, Mr. Eldridge.
He confessed that he had, even up to the time of entering

14
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the room, been rather inclined to the opinion that iy
might be better not, to press Mr. Rutherfoord’s scheme in
face of the slrong opposition entertained towards it by
some members, and which might result in its becoming
an inoperative resolution, which was always to be de-
precated. The remarks of the Viee-President had, how-
ever, altered his view, and he now thought with him that

there would be a certain decided henefit in seconding the

adoption of the Committec’s report. It would show to those
athome that although the last alterations in the tonnage-
schedule had been carried by a large majority, there was,
on the part of that majority, willingness to reopen the
question, meet shipowners half-way, and endeavour to
arvive at some reasonable adjustment.  Mr. Bullen Smith
carnestly urged upon the members present the impor-
tance of looking upon the present and other kindred
matters which came before thera as a Chamber in a
broad and libeval spiit, with reference not so much to
individual, feelings and interests, as to what would be
Jair and equitable to the trade genexally, and also feasi-
ble and workable under existing conditions of the port.
He deprecated this being made so much a matter of
sides, ship-agents versus shippers, as was displayed in the
paper, which Mr. Willeox had just read. To not a fow
present thematter probably applied, as it did to himself,
from both points of view, The shipper of measurement
goods bo-day might be the consignee of a ship to-mor-
row; and in this spitit he would fain see the subject
considered, rather than as a benefit to he gained by onc
party at a inloss to another. To him, as to the
Vice-President, it appeared that the representative of
the shipping interest, if he might so speale of Mr, Will-
€oX, was going rabher heyond his brief,

demanding even

107

-more than his clients had asked or were disposed o be
content with. He (Mr. Bullen Smith) fully hoped that
10 not a few shipowners the scheme recommended by the
Committee would appear a decided change for the hetber ;
indeed, he felt sure that it would be accepted by some
as a fair and equitable arrangement, if put properly be-
fore them, and a

panied by the necessary explana-

tions as to what was possible in this port for the present. )

Shippers of produce were, no doubt, content with the
practice as it now stood, and he thought it was to their
credit that they bad come forward when invited to
veconsider the subject. e (the speaker) was by no
means the advocate of shippers—they were quite able to
defend themselves ; but as a member of the Chamber he
might perhaps ask Mr. Willeox how such a matber as.
this was ever to be satisfactorily settled if there was to
e nothing of. give and take 2 Without such, he could see
no prospect of settlement, and it appeared that if Mr.
Willeox had made up his mind to yield no single point,
to insist on his whole demand or nothing, he could scarce-
Iy be surprised if the body of shippers fell back upon
their existing position, and declined all further discus-
sion with a view to change. Before sitiing down, Mr.
Bullen Smith said he must express the regret and sur-
prise with which he had listened to Mr. Willeoxs re-
marks as to the constitution of the official Committee
by which Mr. Rutherfoord’s scheme was considered, in-
volving as these remarks seemed to doa censure on the
Committee of the Chamber which he thought quite
undeserved, This matter had been referred to the Com-
mittee for consideration and report, with special power
to add to their number for this purpose ; they had sclect-
ed members whose services they considered would be
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useful and advantageous, and it was a poor compliment
1o be told that they had confined, or nealy so, their
selection to those whose opinions they knew all tended
in one direction. It was hardly fair either that mem-
bers not belonging to the Chamber’s Commitiee should,
after giving time and trouble for a special object, come
here, and be roundly told that they weve all biassed, and
that their consideration, so called, had been practically
the mere record of a foregone conclusion. Such expres-
sions were not caleulated to promote the harmonious
working of the Chamber, and he much regretted they
had been made.

Mr. Willeox explained that he did not intend to make
any insinuations, but had Mr, Bullen Smith been pre-
sent at the fivst meeting of the Committee, he would
have seen the animus which had been displayed. ITe
also said that the remarks he had made were called for to
rebub any wrong impression which Mr. Rutherfoord’s
statement might convey to the minds of the people ab
home.  Ile rather believed that as the majority of the
members of the Special Committee were lavgely interested
in the question they were natwrally prejudiced sgainst
his remarks,

Mr. Rutherfoord said :—Although I have no objection
to Mr. Willeox's written address being published in the
newspapers, 1 consider that it should not be placed on
the vecords of this Charaber, for after a little time people
who have forgotten, or are ignorant of, the ciroum-
stances, may conclude from the very presence of the im-
putations on the record that some grounds for them ac-
tually existed. Insinuations can be made with as much
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foree against one party as the other, but 1 shall make
none.  As vegards the press, not yeb in operation, in
which I have an intevest, its situation is such thab the
bullc of our bales will be sent by tramway to the jelty
inclosure, there to be measured and shipped over Jjetties.
The insinuations against me on this head therefore fall
harmlessly. 1t would have been easy for me to have
proposed a scheme of measurement altogether to the
advantage of my press, and in stric accordanics with the
expressed views of shipowners; but such a scheme
would have proved inoperative, owing to the remoteness
of Cossipore and Howrah.

Mr. Rutherfoord moved the following amendment :
“ That Mr. Willeor’s address be not placed on the records
of the Chamber, as it conlains grave insinuations against
several members of the Chamber.”

Mr. Eldridge seconded the amendment.

The President trusted that Mr. Rutherfoord would see
his way to withdraw the amendment Just proposed.
While he regretted the remarks that had fallen from M.
‘Willcox, and concuired in the grave and judicious rebuke
adminstered by Mr. Bullen Smith, he could not suppose
it was the wish of members to stifle discussion, and he
felt that Mr. Willeox was entitled to use his undoubted
right of free speech in a general meeting, and to have lis
remarks recorded as part of the proceedings.

After a slight conversational discussion, Mr, Ruther-
foord agreed to withdraw his amendment, and proposed
another, which ran as follows : “Zhat the meeting desires
{0 racord its disapprobation of the tone of Mr. Willcox’s ad-
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«ress, conladning as it docs serious insinuations against the
members of the Special Commiltee.”

Mr. Eldridge scconded the amendment.

The President here put Mr. Willeox’s resolution to the
meeting. The resolubion was lost. The substibuted
amendment was then put {o the meeting and carvied.

Mr. Murray proposed the following resolution : ¢ T%at
the proceedings of the Special Committee be received; and
the vesolutions passed by the majority the: eof be adupted,”

Mr. Bullen Smith seconded the resolution on the
understanding and with the condition that the scheme
was not to be immediately carried out.

Mr. Viasto {ihought that they should mnot adopt a
resolution which did not admit of its being carried out.

The President concuwred with the remarks expressed
by the last speaker, and asked the members to pause
before they passed the resolution,

Mr. Morgan proposed the following resolution : % T%at
the present meeting adopts the scheme of the Special Com-
mittee as being the most Seasible whick can be arranged in
Juirness to shipowner and shipper, but, having regard to the
oppositior of the agents of shipowners, the. further consi-
deration of the scheme be postponed for four months.”

M. Struthers scconded the resolution.

Mr. Murray withdrew his resolution.

T'he President in Proposing the following as an amend-
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ment,—< That the udoption of the report be deferred in con-

© sequence of the great divergence of opinion upon the subject,

and the consequent difficully of carrying out the proposed
scheme,”—said he would not have opposed Mr. Morgan’s
motion, but for its confirmation of the Special Com-
mitlee’s resolution, placing the whole expense of the
proposed measurement scheme on shipowners. An cqual
division between  ship and shipper scemed to him much
faiver ; but as that was not aceeptable to the meeting,
he should prefer leaving the question entirely open,

The Hon’ble M. Colvin' scconded $he amendment,
which was lost. Mr. Morgan’s resolution was pub and
carvied by a large majority.

The meeting then ‘dispcrscd.

H. W. I. WooD,

Seeretary.

From the Chairman of the Shipowners’ Association,
Liverpool, to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Liverpool, 11th March 1874,

ZTonnage Schedule.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your Tetters of the
16th and 29th January, and of f,hc copy of pr_()ccedillgx'
ab the meeting of your Chamber beld on the 24th of the
same month.

The proceedings of your Chamber will he Jaid before.
this  Association and your promised communication rela-
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tive to the further action of the Chamber on the subject
will be awaited with interest.

In the meantime allow me to express regreb that the
resolutions passed by this Association and the General
Shipowners’ Socicty of London were nob adopted by
your Chamber. .

TRADE WITH TARKAND.

Tue Mission to Yarkand referred to in the Cham-
ber's last Report has been conducted with the
greatest success ; and the result is evidenced by
ll\e Treaty which has been recently concluded
between the Ameer of Kashgar and Yarkand and
the British Government. As the Treaty is con-
tained within a small compass, and for convenience
of reference, your Committee have recorded it in
cienso.

The Committee regard the accomplishment of
the Mission’s main object as a matter of congra-
tulation and as reflecting the greatest credit on the
Envoy and all who have had part in the work :
and they trust it may lead to results of the
highest political interest to the State and of en-
couragement to the extension of British commerce
into the remote provinces which the Treaty opens
out toits enterprisc. ’
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TORTIGN DEPARTMENT,
Notification.— Political.
Lort William, 17th Adpril 1874,

No. 896 P.—The following Commercial Treaty, con-
cluded with His Highness the Ameer of Kashgar and
Yarkand is published for general information :—

Treaty between the British Government and His Hren-
NESS THE AMEER MAHOMED YAKO0R Krax, Ruler of
the territory of Kashgar and Yarkand, his heirs and
suecessors executed on the one part by Tromas Dove-
©as Forsyrn, C. B., in virtue of full powers conferred
on him in that hehalf by His ExeriLescy mn Rigur
How'sie Tmomss GEORGE BarNG Barox NoRTm-
BrOOK of Stratten and a Baronet, Member of the
Privy Council of Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen of Great Britain and Treland, Grand Master of
the Most Exalted Ovder of the Star of India, Viceroy
and Governor General of India in Council, and on the
other part by Syup Mamoxep Kmax Tooram, Mem-
ber of the 1st Class of the Order of Medjedie, &e.,
in virtue of full powers conferred on him by His
Highness.

Wheveas it is deemed desirable to confitm and streng-
then the good understanding which now subsists hebween
the high contracting parties, and to promote commercial
intercourse between their respective subjects, the follow-
ing Articles have been agreed upon :—
Arrrcre I,

The high contracting parties engage that the subjects
of each shall be at liberly to enter, reside in, trade with,
15
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and pass with “their merchandize and property into ang |
through all parts of the dominions of the other, and

shall enjoy in such dominions all the privileges and ad-

vantages with respect to commerce, protection, or other-

wise, which are or may be accorded to the subjects of

such dominions, or to the subjects or citizens of the most

{favored nation.

Articin IL

Merchants of whatever nationality shall be ab liberty
to pass from the terrifories of the one contracting party
to the territories of the other with their merchandize
and property ab all times and by any route they please ;
no restriction shall be placed by cither contracting party
upon such freedom of transit unless for urgent political
reasons o be previously eommunicated to the other ; and
such restriction shall be withdrawn as soon as the neces-
sity for it is over.

ArricLe IIT

European Dritish subjects entering the dominions of
His Highness the Ameer for purposes of trade or other-
wise must he provided with passports certifying to their
nationality. Unless provided with such passports they
shall not be deemed entitled to the benefit of this
Treaty.

Articin IV,

On goods imported into British India from territories
of His Highness the Awcer by any route over the
Himalayan passes which lic to the south of His Highness’
dominions, the British Government engages to levy no im-
port duties. On goods imported from India into the
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territories of His Highness the Ameer no import duty
exceeding 2} per cent. ad wvalorem shall be levied.
Goods imported as above info the dominions of the con-

tracting parties may, subject only to such cxcise re--

gulations and duties and to such municipal or town
regulations and duties as may be applicable to such

classes' of goods generally, be freely sold by wholesale or -

retail and transported from one place to another within

British India and within the dominions of Iis Iigh--

ness the Ameer respectively.

Articrs V.

Merchandize imported from India into the territories of
His Highness the Ameer will not be opened for examina-
tion till arrival at the place of consignment, If any dis-
putes should arise as to the value of such goods the Cus-
toms Officer or other Officer acting on the part of His
Highness the Amecr shall be entitled to demand part of
the goods at the rate of oncin forty in lieu of the payment
of duty. If the aforesaid Officer should object to levy the
duty by taking a portion of the goods, or if the goods
should not admit of heing so divided, then the point in
dispute shall be referred to two competent persons, one
chosen by the aforesaid Officer and the other Ly the im-
porter, and a valuation of the goods shall be made, and if
the referces shall differ in opinion they shall appoint an
arbitrator whose decision shall be final, and the duty
ghall be levied according to-the value thus established,

Arricre VI
The British Government shall be ab liberty to appoint
a Representative at the  Cowrt of His Mighness the
Ameer and to appoint Commercial Agenis subordinate:
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%o him' in any towns or places considered suitable withi
His Highness’ territories. His Highness the Amcor
shall be at liberty to appoint a Representative witls
the Viceroy and Governor Geseral of Indiz, and {o
station Commercial Agents ab any places in British
India considered suitable. Such Representatives shall
be entitled to the rank and privileges accorded to Am-
bassadors by the law of nations, and the Agents shall
be eutitled to the privileges of Consuls of the most
favored nation.

ArticLe VIT.

British subjects shall be at liberty to purchase, sell, or
Tire land or houses or depdts for merchandize in the do-
minions of His Highness the Ameer, and the houses,
depdts, or other premises of British subjects shall 1ot be
foreibly entered or scarched without the consent of the
occupier, unless with the cognizance of the British Re-
presentative or Agent, and in presence of a person deputed
by him.

Arriers VIITL,

The following arrangements ave agreed to for the deci-
sion of ¢ivil suits and criminal cases within the territories

of His Highness the Amecr in which British subjects are
concerned »— :

(@)—Civil suits in which both plaintiff and defendant
are British subjects, and criminal cases in which both
prosecutor and accused are British subjects,
the accused is a Buropean Britis subject mentioned i
the 3rd Article of this Treaty, shalibe tried by the
British Representative or one of his Agents in the pre-

or in which
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sence of an Agent appointed by His Highness the
Ameer ;

(6.)—Civil suits in which one party is a subject of
His Highness the Ameor and the obher parby a British
subject, shall be tried by the Courts of His Highness in
the presence of the British Representative or onc of
his Agents, or of a person appointed in that behalf by
such Representative or Agent ;

(e)—Criminal eases in which either prosecutor or ac-
cused is a subject of His Highness the Ameer shall, ex-
cept as above otherwise provided, be tried by the Courts
of His Highnoss in presence of the British Representative
or of one of his Agents, or of a person deputed by the
British Representative or by one of his Agents ;

(d)—Except as above otherwise provided, civil and
criminal cases in which one party is a British sub-
Jject, and the other the subject of a foreign power, shall,
if either of the partics is a Mahomedan, be tried in the
Courts of His Highness ; if neither party is a Mahome-
dan, the case may, with consent of the parties, be tried
by the British Representative or one of his Agents : in
the absence of such’ consent by the Couwrts of His
Highness.

(e.)—In any case disposed of by the Courts of His
Highness the Ameer to which a British subject is party,
it shall be competent to the British Representative, if he
considers that justice has not been done, to represent the
matter to His Highness the Ameer, who may cause the
ease to beretried in some other Cowrt in the presence
of the British Representative or of one of his Agents,
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crof a person appointed in- that behall by such Repre-
sentative or Agent.

Artice IX.

The rights and-privileges enjoyed within-the domi.
nions of His Highness the:Ameer by British subjeets under
this Treaty shall extend to the subjects of* all Princes and
States in Indiw in alliance with Her Majesty the Queen ;
and if, with respect to any such Prince or State, any othes
provisions relating to this Treaty or to other matters
should be considered desirable, they shall. e negotiated
through the British Government,

Arricre X,

Every affidavit and other legal document. filed or, depo-
sited in any Court established in the respective dominions
of the high contracting partics, orin the Court of the
Joint Commissioners in Ladakh, may he proved by an
authenticated copy, purporting either to be sealed with
the seal of the Court to which the original document
belongs, or in the event of such Court having no sedl, to
besigned by the Judge or by one of the Judges of the
said Court.

Arricie XI.

When a British subjeet dies in the territory of Tig
Mighness the Ameer, his movable and immovable pro-
perty situate therein shall bo vested in his heir, exceutor,
administrator, or other representative in interest or (in
the absence of such vepresentative) in- the Reprosenta-’
tive of the British Government in the aforesaid tervitory.
The person in whom such charge shall be so vested shall
satisfy the claims outstanding agninst the deceascd, and
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sshall hold the surplus (if any) for disfribution among
those interested.  The above provisions mutatis mutandis
shall apply to the subjects of His Highness the Ameer
‘who may die in British India.

ArrieLe XII1
If a Dritish subject residing in the teritories of His
Highness the Ameer becomes unable to pay bis debts, or
fails to pay any debt, within a reasonable {ime after being

“ordered to do so by any Court of Justice, the creditors of

such insolvent shall be paid out of his goods and effects ;
but the British Representative shall not refuse his good
offices, if needs be, to ascertain if the insolvent has not

left in India disposable property which might serve to

satisfy the said ereditors. The friendly stipulations in the
present Axrticle shall be reciprocally observed with regard
to His Highness’ subjects, who trade in Thdia under the
protection of the Jaws,

This Treaty having this day been excouted in dupli-
cate and confirmed by His Highness the Ameer, one copy
shall, for the present, be left in the possession of His
Highness, and the other, after confirmation by the Vice-
roy and Governor General of India, shall be delivered
to His Highness within twelve months in exchange for
the copy now rotained by His Highness,

Signed and scaled at Kashgar on the second day of
February in the year of our Lord 1874, corresponding
with the fiftcenth day of Zilhijj 1200 Hijui,

(8d) T. Dovaras Forsyr,
Lnvoy and Plenipolentiary.
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Proposedl exbonsion of the Tolegraph to Bassein and
thence to Diamond Island.

Tur following letter conveys the decision of Go-
vernment regarding the Chamber’s proposal to
establish a postal service between Bassein and Dia-
mond Island for the purpose of enabling vessels
calling at the latter place for orders to communi-
cate with Bassein, and ultimately with Rangoon
by telegraph, the construction of which between
those places has heen sanctioned.

The postal service was suggested because the
Government of India was unable to extend the line
of telegraph from Bassein to the Island, and your
Committee regret they have been unsuccessful in

. obtaining that concession.

TFrom Government of Indio to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleuita, 20th December 1873.

In reply to your letfer dated 4th September 1873, I am
directed to state for the information of the Chamber, that
there do not appear to the Governor General in Council
to be sufficient reasons fo justify the establishment of a
postal line between Bassein and Diamond Island. The
monthly cost of such a linc would be about Rs. 400, and
as ships do not touch at Diamond Island during more than
half the year, and as the line would be used only by
ships, there is no prospect of & correspondence in any
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degree proportionate to: the cost which the proposed line
would involve.

Unsatisfactory working of the Telograph Line be=
tween. Caloutta and Rangoon.

" . S
ne following letter will inform members that
- . .
the Committee have not been . unmindfiil of the
condition of telegraphic service with Rangoon;
which is manifestly capable of much improvement
as regards the time occupied. in transmission of
messages; and it is to be hoped that the repre-
sentation to Government will result in communi-.
cation with Burmah being materially accelerated.

Lrom Chamber of Commerce 1o Governmens of Indic.
Caleutta, 2nd March 1874.

The attention of the Committce of the Chamber of
Commerce has been drawn to the unsafislactory working
of the Telegraph Line between Caleutta and R:mgom:
and to the fact that during the past month the mazimum
time occupied in transit of messages—according to the
figures published in the Zelegraph Gazetie—averaged noar-
Iy 20 howrs ; and although reasons are given for the re-
tarded communication, such as pressure of worlk, interrup-
tion on paris of the line, &c., the Committce venture to
represent that, at a time like the present when the rapid
transmission of messages is of the greatesi moment to
business between the centres of commerce in India and
Burmah, the speedy and regular working of the Tele-

16
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graph line demands the closest attention and most careful
supervision. Operations on an extensive smle in the stapls
produce of Burmah, and financial arra ted
therewith, may be prejudicially affected by a tardy and
imperfect communication ; indeed serious results have
already been realised in consequence.

+ The business relations between Caleutta and Rangoon
and the subordinate ports of Burmah are of sufficient
magnitude to require the promptest and most efficient aid
from the Telegraph Department, and while the active and
energetic administration of that branch of the publie
service has secured an almost perfect organisation through-
out the immense area of British India it is a matter
of regret and disappointment that the communication with
the adjoining Province of Burmah should remain with
such abundant room for improvement.

Tel h Rules respocting the t of Mossa~
gos composed of comuound words.

Tne Committee have been in “correspondence
with the Government of India regarding an
order issued by the Telegraph Department which
introduced TWebstcr’s Dictionary as the standard
for determining whether ordinary English words
employed in messages should be charged for as
single or compound ords. The result of that
order was that in numberless instances words or-
dinarily spelt as single were held to be compotnd,
simply because, according to Webster, the introduc-

. tion of a hyphen subdivided a word into two or
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nore sylhbles and the cost of messages containing
words so dealt with was obvmusly largely en-
hanced.

Against this innovation remonstrances were at;
once made, and your Committee having been re-
quested to take up the matter referred the point
to Government, and the order was aubseqnenﬂy
withdrawn.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of India.

Caleutta, 2nd March 1874.

“The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desive me
to submit the following representation relative to a recent
regulation issued by the Telegraph Depar tment, under
which all compound words, whichare separated by a hyphen
in Webster’s Dictionary, are charged for as two words.

According to that Dictionary common English words
which are, and have long heen, ordinarily written as single
are spelt as compound words by the mere introduction of
a hyphen; but the 36th article of the last International
Convention specially provides that where it is not certain
that any uniting of words by the sender of a message is
contrary to the custom of the language in which such
message is expressed the manner of his writing such words
is to be held as decisive for the charge or cost thercof.

The Convention thus recognises the iransmission of a
message expressed in words which are spelt - according to
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customary and familiar formation : and as the Govern-
ment of India are parties to the Convention they are
presumably bound by its special provisions. If, as there
is reason to believe, a system of orthography opposed fo
the ruling of the Convention has been introduced by the
Telegraph Department in India on its own responsibility,
the innovation of a standard authority as to the proper way
of spelling English words requires the sanction of the
Convention. Under present circumstances there is the
singular anomaly that while certain words are held, accord-
ing to Webster, to be compound words and charged for
accordingly by the Telegraph Depariment in India,
the same words are telegraphed from London as single

words.

Tt is also to be noticed that while common English
words are thus exceptionally dealt with words in foreign
languages arc admitied as single, the equivalent of which
in English would be liable to five times the charge at

. which the foreign words are transmitted. For instance
the German word “Zweihundertvierunddreizig,” and the
Italian “ Ducentoirentaquattro,” the equivalent of t{wo
hundred and thirty-fowr” in English, are admitted as one
word,

The Committee make this reference in the hope that
His Excellency the Governor General in Council will be
pleased to consider the action of the Telegraph Depart-
ment in this respect, and to direct the repeal of the regu-
lation as 1o the use.of Webster’s Dictionary as the stand-
ard for English words employed in el hi i

3 it
cation, and the refund of charges that have been made in
consequence of its introduction.
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Government of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 13th March 1874.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated 2nd cwrrent, regarding a recent regulation of the
Telegraph Department, by which Webster’s Dictionary is
made the standard for decision as to what words are, and
what are not, compound words, and in veply to inform
you that the subject will be enquired into.

Government of India to Chamber of Commerce. -

Calcutta, 6th April 1874.

In continuation of Public Works Department, No. 178T
of 13th ultimo, I am directed to forward for your in-
formation copy of a letter No. 524, dated 20th March
1874, and its enclosures, from the Dircctor General of
Telegraphs on the subject of the standard fixed for deli-
vering componnd words in telograms, and to state that the
Governor * General ‘in Council believes that the more
recent instructions issued by the Director General of
Telegraphs will remove all unnecessary interference with

messages.

From the Director General of Telegraphs in India
to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Public Works Department.

Calcutta, 20th March 1874.

T have the homor to reply to your letter No, 177T. of




‘the 18th March, with which you forward for report a letter
from the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, on the
subject of the rules respecting the acceptance of com-
pound words in {clegraph messages.

2. Frequent complaints having been reccived from
other Administrations respecting the abuse of the Conven-
tion rules that had become common, of combining to-
gother syllables and words having no legitimate connec-
tion for the sole purpose of reducing the charges payable
on ordinary messages; and our altention having heen
called to the ruling that the custom of the language is the
test to be applied to such messages, Webster’s Dictionary
(Guinea Edition) was adopted as being the one most
generally known, most casily procurable, and most likely
to give general satisfaction.

3. The instructions™ that have been issued to all offices
* 17, Gode Copics of 1874, will make it clear how
» Do.  do. No. 3, 1874 anxious {his Department
» Do. do. No. 5, 1874, is to avoid any unnecces-
sary interference, but the practlce of constructing Tele-
graph Codes of words which are not to be found in any
Dictionary, and which not unfrequently are manufactured
for the occasion by those who use them, had become in-
tolerable and had led to constant reclamations from other
Administrations.

“poxouny

4. The Convention rules, on the subject of such mes-
sages, are clear and precise. - Article 9, para. 1, defines
an ordinary message to be one that offers “wn sens con-
prehensible en Pune quelconque des langues usitées sur les
territoires des Tfats contractants, ou en langue Latine.”

That is to say, the messages must be intelligibly writier
in one of those languages ; and the last paragraph of the
same article dcﬁnos as seeret messages those  contenant
des passages en langage convenu, incomprehensible
pour les offices en correspondence, ou des mofs ne faisant
point parties des langues premicr
paragraphe.”

mentionnées  au

5. There is nothing in the Convention or in the Proces
Verbaux to warrant the assumption that the sender’s
mamner of writing is conclusive in all cases; on the
contrary, it leaves to the “ Burcan d’origine” to decide,
and further imposes on it the obligation of refusing all
combinations which are opposed to the usage of the lan-
In cascs of doubt
only, is the sender’s mammer of writing to be accepted
as guide.

guage in which the message is written.

6. The Chamber points out that words are accepted in
London for transmission to India, which are on this side,
refused, but the Divcctor Gieneral of English Telegraphs,
the Managing Directors of the Eastern, the Ixtension,
and Indo-Furopean Companies, have all complained to this
Department of the admission at Indian offices of improper
combinations, and have expressed their determination to
do all in their power to prevent their acceptance at any
of their offices.

7. The above explanation will, I trust, make it clear
that the rule complained of; far from being an arbitrary
exercise of authority on the part of this Department, is
the Convention rule, that had been systematically abused,
and that the necessity for a more careful observance of it
was brouglit to our notice by other Administrations, while
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the Memos. of instructions referred to in paragraph 3;
will show, how anxious we are ‘to apply the rules with
the utmost, regard for-ihe interests.and convenience of the-
public.

8. If the Chamber of Commerce were acquainted with
the history of the discussions at the international confer-

ences, they would recognize the absolute necessity of”

being very careful how they raise the question. It was
with the utmost difficulty that sundry powerful Adminis-
trations were induced to tolerate the simple codes of ordi-
nary words that existed in 1868-69. In those days codes
consisted of such words as Heron, Albatross, Skylark,.
Perch, and so on. Now such words as Amberguesto,
dgostonfalva, Agyparkanyzat, A Ipoldal, Auglerloy,.
Brutastar, Caleutiadar, ave largely used.

Government Telegraph Department.
Trarric Copn Mo, No. 3.

Caleutta, 17th February 1874.

Page 28. Put an asteriskat the end of. paras. 2 and

2a, and paste in the following at the bottom of the page-

as a footnote.

It is to be clearly understood that these rules have been:

laid down to prevent abuse, and to cnable Telegraph
Masters to point out their authority for refusing to pass
as single words what appear to them to be unusual com-
binations, and are not to be so enforced as to offer ob-
structions to the despatch of ordinary messages, The
object of the rules is that long compound words, which
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take much time and trouble in transmission, shall be
charged extra, but all ordinary Tnglish words, which are
generally written as one, must he aceepted  without
question.

(Sd.)  Arsmrr Carrer,
Director of Tragfic.

Government Telegraph Depariment.
Tuarric Cops Meao. No. 5 or 1874,

Caleutta, 5th of March 1874,
The following is to be cut and pasted on page 24 of
the Traffic Code as a continuation of the footnote on the
preceding page.

2. Tt is thought desivable further to explain that when
any doubt exists as to the proper mode of spelling an
ordinary Inglish word, the sender’s manncr of writing
is to regulate the charge. There are numerous words
which can be written cqually correctly with and without
a hyphen.  To such the foregoing ruling applics.

3. Proper names of persons, places and objeets and
all ordinary commercial terms,  descriptions of produce,
&e., which are commonly written and recognised as ono
word are to be accepted and charged as one when so
written by the sender.

4. It is not desired o interfere with the sender’s choice
of words further than to cheek a practice which has be-
come general of joining together syllables and words
having no legitimate connection, or introducing forcign
words into English messages with the object of evading

17
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payment of the full charge. In all such cases the rules
tious interfer-

in force are {o be rigidly applied, but vey .

enee with boni fide ordinary messages is to be carefully

guarded against.

) (8d)) ALBERT CAPPEL,
Director of Tra

Chamber of Commerce to Government of India.

Culcutta, 10tk April 1874.

The Commitiee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the reecipi of your leiter No. 222 of
the 6l instant, forwarding an enclosure from the Divectox
Gieneral of Telegraphs on the subject of their representa~
tion as to the acceptance of messages for transmission :
and they instruet me Lo express their thanks for the action
{aken by His Excellency the Governor General in Council
i the malter.

The Commitice fully appreciate ihe objections raised by
the Director General to the employment of combinations
of unintelligible words which are caleulated rather to em-
gnalling officers than to secure thai accuracy in
rendering messages which they doubtless endeavour o ar-

barrass

xive ab; al the same time they contend that an adherence
1o Webstor {em of joining parts of ordinary words hy
hyphens would p

clically subject fo the charge for com-
ponnd words a very large portion of that voluminous
work, which abounds in words so wnited they therelore
recommend the absotute abandonment of such a standard
and the recognition of English words as ordinarily spell
and wrillen.

181

“The Committee further rocommend that any instruclions
issued by the Director General in cancellation of previous
‘orders on this head he published for general information,

Tode messagos under the Infernational “Tolograph
Convention Regulations.

The subject matter of the preceding head of re-
portwas followed by a representation to the Director
General of Telegraphs on a point of much graver
importance, viz., the rejection of messages framed,
as the senders believed, in accordance with the
regulations of the Tnternational Telegraphic Con-
vention adopted in July 1872, and published by
the Government of Tndia for general information.

Trom a perusal of the correspondence hetween
the Committee and the Dhec’cor General, members
will notice that the interpretation that officer places
on certain rules of the Convention relating to
code-telegrams widely differs from the meaning
which the Committee attaches to them. The Clom-
mittee think that the correspondence will hear
them out in stating that the language used by the
Convention in July 1872, with reference to code-
telegrams, justified parties when framing  their
cipher codes in using words found in several lan-
guages instead of having the messages confined, as
contended by the Director General, to only one of
the languages represented by the different dele-
gates to the Convention ; and that, while the senders
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of such messages have, under that apprehension,
framed extensive and costly codes specially adapt-
ed to their business arrangements, any abrupt
interruption of a long standing practice in the use
of such codes cannot but be regarded asa v
atious interference with a custom recognised for
several years by the Telegraph Administrations.

X-

The final reply to the Committee’s reference
has not been reeeived, but it is understood that the
ordinary course of sending messages has heen
reverted to.

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Director General
of Telegraphs in India.

Caleutta, 16th March 1874,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
Lo annex copy of a representation which has been submit-
ted to them by Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn and Co., rclative
to the rejection of a message tendered by them, on the 2ud
instant, for transmission by the Government Telegraph.

In placing this reference before you the Comumittee. in-
struet me to state that, while they have no interest in the
message which forms the subject of it, the circumstances
under whieh it was held to be inadmissible are specially
important to bemoticed, hecause, in their Jjudgment, the
veasons assigned for its rejection are untenable, and he-
cause it is expedient in the interests of the commercial
community thaf no uncertainty should exist regarding the
admissibility of messages framed in accordance with the
regulations of the International Telegraphic Convention
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and the rules in conncetion therewith sanctioned by the
Government of, India and published for the guidance and
information of the public.

The telegram presented by Messts. Schoene, Kilburn
and Co. consisted of four groups of figures and 27 words—
of which 16 were ordinary English and 11 ordinary Ttalian
—not exceeding the prescribed limit of five syllables each;
the composition of the message being similar to many
others previously despatched by them in the ordinary
course of their business, and differing in no characteristic
respeet from messages-received by them from Europe.

To their surprise the telegram was returned with the re-
mark  your message is inadmissible, being both letter and
figure cipher ; if the groups of figures are separated the
message could Le aceepted :” and cortain of the words
were stated to he cipher and consequently liable, as un-
derstood by Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn and Co., to the
higher scale of charge leviable under paragraph 8 of
Article 87 of the Convention.

It was subsequently explained, in reply to an enquiry
why the telegram was not accepted, that, under a recent
ruling, words that previously went as ordinary are now
charged cipher, and that the iucorpomtiqn of threc suc-

“cessive groups of figures rendered the message inadmissi-

ble : and Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn and Co. were furnished
with a copy of the ruling referred to, contained in your lettor
No. 2369 of 13th of last month.

In considering this matter the Committee will first refer
to your above leiter as the anthority which held the mes-
sage to be inadmissible. - They would remark that the
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telegram quoted by you in that letier is not analogous to
the one tendered by Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn and Co.,
as the former consisted, as the Committee believe, of

words wnknown in any language so far as the portion ob- -

jected to is concerned, while the Iatier is made np of ordi-
nary- dictionavy words in Inglish and Ttalian.

While the Committee are no apologists for any evasion of
the rales which regulate the charges for messages and de-
sire to sce them observed in their integrity, they ' cannot
but regard the instruction communicated by you to the
Superintendent of the Bombay Division as inconsistent,
with the spirit of the Convention with respect to the cha-
racter and composition of messages, and in support of that
view they point to the 9th Article of the Convention.

Referring to messages which are admissible, the 1st
para. runs thus—“ Messages in plain language must offer
an dntelligible sensc in any onc of the languages used in the
territories of the contracting States, or in Latin” ; that is
clear ; but equally free from any ambiguity is the last para-

© graph which recognizes seeret messages and defines them

as follows :— Mossages containing passages written in
words of preconcerted meaning, incomprehensible to the
departments, or containing words not forming part of the

languages mentioned in the first paragraph of the present
article.”

Now it scems to the Committee that these words are
intended to cover messages almost identical with the
rejected telegram ; for mot only do they not prohibif the
introduetion of long, unintelligible, disconnected words,

unconnceted with the languago in which the message s

. ave those which consist cither wholly or in part of groups

composed, bul, on (he contrary, they expressly permil, the
lransmission of messages containing passages written in
words of preconcorted meaning, incomprehensible to the
departments : and consequently—as the Committee {hink
—your recent instructions on this point, if applicable 1o
Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn and Co.’s message, do not, ap-
pear to be in harmony with the Conventional regulation.
Morcover the fact that messiges composed similarly to that
onc have been  fransmitted from Turope and despatched
from India without challenge fortifies the Committee in
their contention that your yuling is at variance with the
rule of the Convention.

That being so, it follows that the message should have
beon held admissible under Rule VIII of the revised rules
sanctioned by Government with effect from the commonco-
ment of last year. It is thus worded:—¢Cipher messages

of figures or of letters not forming words. The whole of
the cipher portion must be composed cither caclusively of
letters of the alphabet or exclusively of Arabic figures.
The body of the message may consist cither wholly of
cipher or partly of cipher and partly of ordinary language.
The parts in ciphér must be placed between parenthesis,
separating them from the rest of the message.”

And the rule is followed by five examples—three illys-
traling admissible, and two inadmissible, messages.

e first, Gamylo— (4507) (63289) (159) (181764)"—
appears Lo be identical with groups Nos. 42,104, 42,194,
43,814, in Mossrs. Schoeue, Kilburn and Co.’s message ;
and the second example— Send  sharp (839) (2146) fur-
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ther shipments (154)"—also appears to the Committec -to
cover the case of this reference, consisting as. it docs
]mrtly’ui' cipher and partly of ordinary words which
though incomprehensible to the Telegraph Department
had a concealed preconcerted meaning ; and  coming
within the provision of Article 0 of the Convention it was
manifestly entitled to acceptance for transmission.

In conclusion, the Committec desire to record their
concurrence in the views expressed by Messrs. Schoene,
Kilburn and Co., as to the serious inconveniences that may
result from the introduction of rules not uniform with
the regulations of the Convention and inconsistent with
its spirit and purpose: they deprecate the disturbing of
arrangements accepted by the public as having some

degree of permancuey, and which have guided the com--

mercial section of it in framing their Telegraphic Codes
for business purposes, the wuiility of which would be ma-

terially meutralised by modifications in the working -

regulations introduced without previous notice. Indeed
the Committee are of opinion that any such modification

unless consented to unanimously by the Telegraphic Ad-
. ministrations and duly notified as sanctioned by common

accord would be a violation of Conventional provisions,
the main object of which is to sccure a uniformity of
service by all the Contracting States; Articles 59 to 61,
bearing on this point, are as follows :—

 daticle 59.—The provisions of the i)rcscnt Convention
are completed with regard to the detailed rules of the in-
ternationol service, by common working regulations agroed
upon in concert by the Telegraph Administrations of the
Contracting States. '
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“ These regulations come into force at the same time
as the present Convention ; they may, at any time, be
modified by common accord by the said Administrations.

“Article 60.—The intornational office of the Telegraph
Administrations is placed under the high authority of the
Chiel Administration of one of the Confracting St:
designated by the Conference. The cost of this offico is
supported by all the Administrations of the Contracting
States, and its functions are defined as follow

“It contralizes all kinds of information relative to
international - telegraphy, preparcs tariffs, draws up
general statistics, studics subjects of common utility
deputed to it, and edits a telegraph journal in French.

“Ithas the charge of distributing these documents to
the Adminisirations of the Contracting Stales.

“Ib examines requisitions for modifications in the
working regulations, and after obtaining the unanimous
consent of the Administrations, duly announces the
changes adopted.

“ Article 61.-—The present Convention will be subjected
1o periodical revisions, at which all the powers which have
talen part in it will be represented.

“To this end, Confereuces will be held  successively
in the capital of cach of the Contracting States, between
the delegates of the said States.

“The next re-union will take place in 1875, at St
Petershurg.

18
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“The time of this re-union will, however, be advanced
should six at Jeast of the Contracting States request it.”

The Committee are also of opinion that questions as to
the admissibility of messages should be referred to and
decided by the Head of the Department for the sake of
authoritative ruling on the subject, and that the inter-
pretation of the rules of the Department in such cases
should not be left entirely to the Assistant in charge, as
appears to have been the case in this instance.

From Messrs. Schoene, Kilburn & Co. to Chamber
of Commmcﬂ

Caleutla, 5th March 1874.

‘We request you to bring  the following to the notice of
ndent of the Complaint and Check Office,
Telegraph Department, with a view fo prevent similar
occurrences in future.

the Saperi:
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On the 2nd instant we tendered the following message
for despateh to London :—

No. OxE 1o Trevey Excrism Worbs.

12 13 14 15
Telicita. Danzatore. ’ Decennale. Tacinoroso.
16 17 18- 19
14,699 Brevita. l 42,104 42,194
20 21 22 28
43,814 Tach. Borino. Diabolico.
24 25 26 27
Alderman., Bollitura. Lanugine. Aftable.
28 29 30 31
Livella. Affectation. More. Dispumato.

This telegram was returned with the remark :

“Yowr message is inadmissible being both letter and
figure cipher, if the groups of figures were separated the
message could be accepted.” It further was stated on .
ﬂlc back of the tolegram “words No. 13, 14, 15, 81

“ eipher,”” which, we are given to unders stand, means that
the words thus numbered would be charged fol at the rate
of 5 letters=1 word.
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Tlaving despatched and received conlinually nies:
composed in exactly the same way of Bnglish and Ttalian
or German words (of not more than 5 syllables) and
figures withoit any ohjection on the part of the Telegraph
Oftice, and knowing of no alteration in the Convention
for Transatlantic messages, we applied for an explanation
and received the following reply =—

“Under recent ruling words that previously went as
ordinary are now charged cipher, and as you had 3 sucees-
sive groups of figures also, I could not charge your mes-
sage, and it was inadmissable by the rules. Please refer
the point to-morrow for further explanation.”

On asking for the further explanation referred to in the
above note, we were handed the “New Rules,” copy of
which we annex.

The views Iaid down in the same are entirely different
from the principles hitherto adhered to, and our opinion
is that they are contrary to the Inicrnational Convention,
stipulating, it we are not misinformed, that words in the
language of any nations joining the Convention can he
used, provided the same do not exceed 5 syllables.

We therefore wish you fo protest against, (1) The prac-
tice of the Government Telegraph Department, as fol-
lowed in this instance, of introducing a new system of
charge without giving due notice to the public. (2) The
introduction of the “New Rules,” above referred to, as
being contrary to the International Convention for Trans-
atlantic messages i—for we hardly need point ont that
these rules would inconvenience the Commercial Commu-
nity most seriously : («; by considerably enhancing the
at present already very high cost of Transatlantic mes-
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sages (1) by rendering the telegraph codes of a great
number of firms, compiled and printed at great trouble
and expense, entirely useless and thereby disturbing busi-
ness for a period of several months fo a most serious
exfent.

Government Telegraph Department.
COmcurar Mrwo. No. 5 (T) or 1874.

Dated 13th February 1874.

Copy forwarded to the Superintendent Check Office,
and fo all Superintendents for information and guidance.

No. 2369 T.
Itrom the Divector General of Telegraphs in India
to the Superintendent, Bombay Division.

Dated Caleutta, the 13th of February 1874.

T have the honor to request your attention to the ac-
companying copy of a message which, although accepted
Ly your Bombay Ofiice, and despatched as an ordinary
one, is unquestionably « cipher,” aud should have been so
treated.  Tach letter of the words between the paren-
thesis inserted by me shonld, under Act 37, paragraph 3
of the Convention, have been counted, the total divided
Dy 5, and the quotient added to the remainder of the mes-
sage to determine the number of chargeable words, which
instead of 40%

in the present case should have Deen i

* 57 words ab 2-2-0 Rs. 121 2 0
o, 85 0

Antount of wndereharge Re. 3
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2. The privilege fo send code-messages was obviously
not aceorded to facilitate an evasion of the tariff rules,
but to enable sendors, by the cmployment of ordinary
recognised words but of concealed meaning, to secure
greater scercey for their messages. This message is cor-
tainly not “ Code” within the letter or spirit of the Con-
vention, as the words employed, if words at all, convey
no sense whatever, and must have involved far more labor
and much longer time to despatch than an ordinary
message.

3. Further the permission to send telegrams in any of
the languages authorised by the Convention had for object
the general convenicnce for matives of the countrics in
which they are current and referred to ordinary messages,
but it was mever contemplated to allow persons in an
Einglish speaking conntry to reduce the charges proper to
their messages by the arbitrary introduction into them of
Jong unintelligible disconneeted words, which have clearly
1o connection with the language in which the message is
composed, and which are manifestly employed with the
sole object of reducing the cost of the message,

4. The accurate tr of in which
such words oceur increases most injuriously the work of
the Telograph, an increase which is by mno means com-
pensated by the imposition of the cipher charge, and for
which the ordinary charge is altogether inadequate.

. 5. In this instance, as the message was accepted and
despatehed under a misapprehension, a refund of the un-
derchage will not be insisted upon, but you are requested

to communicate tho substance of these remarks to the
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senders of the message, and to |

ake steps for making them
generally known to the mercantile community of Bombay,

as well as for acting upon them in the offices of your
division.

Cory or Mussaqe.

“41477 amuscable (agostonpalva agotha

agriaindasi
agvijador aguijonazo agujetaje agyaj biborla

azyhiggraek
akmothelon agyaminto agyparkanyzat aknafuzer ahijador
agyuolalpolal aherrumbross akolastaine) after this ambi-
tion America contracts cooling mostly France Fricsland
nothing less for Formosa
commutation. Becher.”

cash hook

No. 2439 1.
Dated 2017, Fdﬂ’ll(ﬂ‘]} 1874.

Copy forwarded to G- B. Stacey, Tsq., Superintendent,
Tastern Company, Bombay, with request that he will com-
municate its contents to his Managing Director in London
and ask him to act upon them.

No. 2440 T.
Dated 201 February 1874.
Copy forwarded fo the Chiel Director Indo-Furopean
Department, with request that he will communicate its

contents to the Indo-Buropean Company, and’ ask them
1o act npon them in London.
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From the Director General of Telegraphs in India
to Chamber: of Commerce.

Caleutta, the 27th of April 1874

ive to

T am in receipt of your letter of 16th ultimo r
{he refusal of this Department to accept as or
code-telegram, partly cypher, partly in ling
partly in Ttalian.

2. T need hardly say that T am ab all times ready {o
offer any explanation in my power and fo render tele-
graphy as casy as possible consonant with our international
obligations and the claims of all classes.

3. You state with reference to this telegram that the
Chamber of Commerce is of opinion that under the rules
of the Rome Convention, the reasons assigned by the
Calenita Telegraph Office are wntenable; you give ex-
tracts from the translation of this Convention in support
of this view and deem it important that no uncertainty
ility of messages.

4. The importance of the last canmot be too highly
extolled, indeed the chief object of these international
conventions is to remove doubts and difficuliics, to frame
rules that shall be clear to all capacities, and to fix the
tarifls as low as practicable.

shall exist regarding the inadmis

5. It is mot an casy matter to frame rules to meet
cvery possible condition and the views of unwillingly con-
senting representatives, bub difficulties of interpretation
are ab oneé removed if the person in doubt will only rea-
son thus. How docs this apply to ordinary telegrams ?
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1. e. telegrams in the colloquial language of the sendet.
And why was this rule framed in this form ?  Tor it must
be borne in mind that the rules arc framed for oxdinary
language, and that codes are cxceptions, and that many
states arc decidedly opposed to, and have enly consented
to a kind of experimental toleration of them.

The wsers, or, Imight with greater propriety say, the
abusers, of codes strive to avail themselves not of the
spirit but of the ultermost license the law permits.  Be-
cause the law permits the insertion of seven -syllables,
some codes are constructed of the longest and most am-
higuous words. Because the rule says that proper names
of places may be strung together, code words are com-
peunded of proper names. Because twenty-seven langua~
ges are admitted, fwo or more languages are combined in
one telegram. But the law does not permit this last.

7. As T observed before the professed object of these
triennial conferences is to facilitale international telegra~
ply, and to reduce tariffs"as low as practicable.

8. The basis hitherto assumed is a nnit of twenly words
in ordinary language, that is of words, which, in the
twenty seven languages admitted, average from fourto six
Ietters.

9. Words in unusual combinations, words divided by
commas as—dog’s life, or divided by a hyphen, are charg-
ed for as separate words and in esplanation examples
are given  thus;—234 written in Italian, Ducentotren-
taquarto is to be counted as one word, hecause the custom
of that language permils -of such a combination. 234
must be written in French, deux cent trente quatre, and
19
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in English two hundred thirty four, and counted in each
case as four words, because the custom of these languages
does not admit of these fowr words being amalgamated.

10. Now, if it were permitted fo combine two or more
languages in the same telegram, advantage might and
would be taken of the license to avoid all such charges,
and tliis is onc reason why the telegram must be in “ Uune
des langues wusitées sur les territoires des Ttats contrac-
tants.”-—One of the languages, spoken on the territorics
of the parties to the Convention. The other teason is
that a Signaller need not be a polyglot. e need only be
responsible for one language.

110 Tt was at first ruled that cach state was to declare
what (one ) language it considered most suited to its tele~
graphy, bud, this was afterwards enlarged fo meet the cases
of such countrics as Switzerland, where Italian, French
and German are the languages of the people according to
the cantons they live in.

12, The law permits of the use of words of seven
syllables : why ? because wovds of soven syllables do
sometimes ocowr, and it permits New York, Dehra Ish-

mael Khan, &e. to be written as single words, to place all )

addresses on an cquality.

13. Tt is wnfoviunate that the procds verbaua, the re-
cords of the debates, are not better known ; a knowledge
of them would help to remove many difficultics ; to shgv
how it was proposed to limit telegraphy at first to French,
Tinglish and German ; how it was extended, how it was
proposed to provide for difficultics in counting by supply-
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ing each office with a dictionary of each language, and
not least important ; how hard a task the representatives
of India at Vienna had to obtain toleration for code
messages.

14. Many representatives objeet to secret information
being telegraphed, but as it is manifestly impossible to
prevent sceret information being conveyed in the shape
of very ordinary language, India pleaded that messages
composed of strings of simple words familiar to the Sig-
nallers would not be a flagrant violation of first principles,
and would at the same time prove a most valuable con-
cession to mercantile interests.

15. The codes with which I was then acquainted con-
sisted of short simple words, such as hawlk, heron, alba-
tross, pigeon, &e., casy to telegraph, and very different
from many now used, constructed apparently to obtain
the maximum labor at a minimum cost, and which occupy
the wires four or five times as long as messages in ordinary
telegraphy. They are a souree of continuous reclamation
and natwally cause telegraph administrations generally to
repent of their unwise liberality.

16. Merchants will maturally profest that without
the condensation accorded by code they canmot afford
to use the telegraph, and that the Telegraph ad-
ministrations will suffer, but the extra European corres-
pondence is but a drop to the ocean of the home corres-
pondence of Turopean slates, who will not he much iu-
fluenced by the foar of losing it. Moreover long words
diminish {he revenuo and prevent a reduction of tariff
swhich might otherwise be possible.
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17. T was mainly instrumental in obtaining toleration
for code-telegrams, but unless there be a radical reform
and a return to simplicity, I can no longer support them.
Ttis of no use appealing to the letter of the law. I have
already stated that the great latitude the Convention
permits of, was granted for different purposes, and if
correspondents insist on availing themselves of this lati-
tude, they will find Telegraph administrations availing
themselves of the remedy provided under para. 2 of Art.
10 and Art. 21 by which this or any other class of tele-
gram can be refused altogether at short notiee without
any reason heing assigned. Should this happen, I fear

that at the next conference codes will only he admitted at -

cypher charges, if at all.

18. From the foregoing I trust that the Chamber of
Commerce will recognize that, there are strong reasons for
abolishing code telegrams, and that the public has no right
whetever under the Convention to require the acceptance,
at other than cypher rates, of code messages composed of
words in more than one language or of fictitious or
doubtful words. I am equally anxious to make it clear
that this Department has in view the interest and con-
venience of the whole telegraphing public.  The orders of
which you complain were foreed upon us by the systema-
tie abuse of the privileges accorded by the Convention, an
abuse that has called forth expostulations from other ad-
ministrations and which will, I trust, now cease. You
will also sco from the annexed extract from Depart-
mental instructions issued to all offices, that, in the hepe
that the rules on the subject are now sufliciently understood,
the restrictions of which you complain ‘have now heen so
modified as to leave no opening for future misconception
or complaint.
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19. We hope to obtain some valuable coneessions with
reference to extra Turopean traffic at the next conference,
such as a word by word tariff, the suppression of the rule
insisting on the signature being signalled and shorter units,
but as the existing conventions suit admirably the require-
ments of Turopean telegraphy # ., the majority of the states
represented, radical changes which disturb without benefit-
ing their arrangements, will, I fear, be strongly opposed
and possibly rejected.

EXTRACT FROM DEPARTMENTAL INSTRUCTIONS.
In cases where there is a doubt as to whether a com-
pound word, written as onc by
the sender, is admissible as such,
a reference to any standard English Dictionary will gener-
ally decide the point 5 if not, the sender should bave the
Denefit of the doubt, but it must
be distincily understood that
combination of words which are obviously contrary to the
usage of the language cannot under any circumstances be
admitted as single words.*

Doubbtal compounds.

Tnadmissible compomnds.

~ Tt i to be clearly understood that these rules have been laid down
10 prevent abuse, and to cnable Telograph Masters to point out their
authority for refusing o pass as single words what appear to them Lo be
nnusual combinations, and are not to be so cnforced as to offer obstrue-
Sions to the despateh of ordinary mossages. The object of the wules is
that Tong compound words, which take much time and trouble in trans-
mission, shall be charged extra, bub all ordinary Tnglish words whicl
are gencrally written as one, must be accepied withont question.

2. Tt is thonght desitable futher fo cxplain that when any doubb
exists as o tho proper mode of spelling an ordinary English word, the
cendor’s manner of wriing i to regulate the charge. There are mumer-
ous words which can be written cqually correetly with and without &
hiyphen ; L0 such the foregoing ruling applics. )

"3, Droper names of persons, places and objects and all odinaty
Commercial texms, descriptions of produce, e, which are commonly
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Examples of madmissivie  1he following are examples of
combinations. such inadmissible combinations :—
Words.| Words,
Tapestrypatterns ... 2 | Wheateargo T e
Steamercargo oo 2| Thirtyfour . 2
Counteroffer ... 2| Threcthousandtwohundred 4
Bankaction ... 2| Sugarrefinerics . 2
Wircanswer . 2| Pigiron o 2
Innerharbour o 2| Beerboxes e 2
Boursceredit ... 2 [ Tenthousand - 2
Sailinsurance «. 2| Dischargingday w2
Steamcoals <o 2 | Coastsailing . 2
’.l‘ucsdﬁymorning «oo 2 | Hullsteamer o 2

From Chamber of Commerce to Director-General of
Telographs i India.
Caleutte, 6t May 1874.

Tor Committee of the Chamber of Commerce divect me
to expross their regret that they had not the opportunity

written and recoguized as one word axe to he accepted and charged as
one when so written by the sender.

Tt is not desied to interfere with the seuders' choice of words
durther than to cheek o practice, which has become general of joining
together syllables and words hiaving no lezitimate conncction, or intro-
ducing foreign words into Tnglish messages with the object of cvading
payment of the full charge. Tn all such cascs the rules in force are to
be rigidly applied, but vexations interference with ong fide ordinary
messages is Lo be carefully guarded against, )
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of discussing with you, at their mecling to-duy, the sub-
jeet of their letter of 16th March and your reply thereto
of 27th April, as they believed that a personal conference
would have been attended with some measure of success
towards scttling the points upon which there is a conflict
of opinion hetween yowrself and the Chamber.

The Committce accept your reply with an acknowledg-
ment of your desire to promote the convenience of the
public, to remove doubts and difficulties in the way of
efficiently administering the Telegraphic service, and to
sceure, generally, the objects of the International Con-
vention, and they have given all attention to your obser-
vations on the points you have laid before them, and in
respect of which the views recorded by the Chamber and
expressed by yourself do not, unfortunately, assimilate.

The object of this letter is not to enter into further dis-
cussion of those differences of opinion, but {o urge upon
your consideration the expediency of giving the public
ample time to refer the points atissue for the authorita-
tive interpretation of the International Bureau, and for
the eventual remodelling of the telographic codes which
have been framed at considerable cost and after long ex-
perience by the majority of the commercial establishments
in Caleutta and adapted by their correspondents, should
such remodelling be rendered absolutely necessary.

As the Committee are in almost daily reccipt of very
urgent remonstrances regarding your inlerpretation of the
articles of the Convention and the effects of the orders
issued by you, they trust you will afford the public the
opportunity of referring thie general question to the Bureaw
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icating with their correspondent

at Berne and of
with the view of recasting the codes now in use so as to
adapt them to any changes that may he enforced.

The precise request of the Committee is for six months
notice of any change, and for a reversion, in the mean-
time, to the rules in force before the 1st instant, the alter-
ations in which are resulting in the most serious incon-
venience and loss o many firms whose husiness is - greatly
dependent on regular telegraphic communication on the
basis of their codes. The codes may he objectionable, hut
it is only reasonable to allow time to amend them.

The subjects referred to in the following para-
graphs do not require any special comment.

Government Bstimate of the Cottea Crop of the
North-Western Provinees fox 18%78-74.

No. 8 of 1874.
From the Secretary to the Board of Revenue of
the N. W. P. to the Secretary to the Government
of the N. . P.

Allahabad, 6th January 1874.

T aw directed by the Board of Revenuo to submit a
defailed  statoment showing the ostimated area under
cotlon and the estimated yicld of the crop for cach District
in the North-Western Provinces for the year 1873-74 as
compared with the actuals of 1872-73.
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3rd.—The season bas been very unfavorable. The area
sown with cotton in the present year is 3,13,108 acres
Jess than the area actually under cobton in 1872-73 and
the anticipated yield is 5,71,128 maunds less than the
actuals of that year.

4th.—The falling off is as follows :—

1. Deerease in estimated area of 1878-74 compared
with actual reported area of 1872-73, 24-73.per
cent. )

2. Decrease in estimated outburn per acre of 1873-74,
compared with actual reported outturn of 1872-73,
2938 per cent.

5th—The deerease in area is chiefly owing to the late-
ness of the setting in of {he rains. This is specially noted
in nearly every report while the low figure of the estimate
of outburn is attributted to the heaviness of the rains when
they did set fn.

6th.—The comparative cstimated outturn of 1878-74
with that of the actuals of the eight preceding years is as
follows :—

bs.

1865-66 . . 62,663,280

1866-67 . 85,684,920
1867-68 . 57,875,120
1868-69

. 44,137,840
. 37,104,160
. 76,387,600
. 65,794,000
97,493,120
51,802,880

1873-74
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Tth—1It is useless to attempt any correction of the
figures now submitted by the Collectors, but as special
orders were issued before the commencement of the cold
weather that Collectors and their assistants should make
special enquiries during their cold weather tours of this year
as to the actual outturn of cotton in their districts, the
Board trust to obfain such information as shall enable
them to submit more accurate estimates in future.

8th.—NMeantime the present estimates may be accepted
as a general indication that the cotton produce of this
yoar will be considerably below par and not much more
than half the erop of last year.

9th.—The quantity available for export will be reduced
in a much larger ratio.

10th.—The reports of District officers only give bare
details and none are of sufficient interest for submission to
Government in original.

111h.—The statement of prices during the year ab the
principal marts of each District is incomplete. It will
follow as soon as the returns still wanting are received.

19th—A copy of this report will, as usual, be submitted
divect to the Chamber of Commerce.

Tirom Chamber of Commerce to. the Board of
Revenue, N. W. Provinces.

Caleutta, 4th February 1874,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct me
to thank you for a copy of your communication No. 8 of
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Gth ultimo to the Government North-Western Provinces,
relative to the estimated yicld of the colton crop for the
year 1873-74.

Comparing the actuals and estimates for the

year *72-73, the Commitiec notice that while

the ascertained acreago, o 1,266,116
contrasted favorably with the estimated

acreage v 1,233,753

the quantity of produce was proportionately
smaller—the actual amount being mawnds ... 1,218,664

against an estimate of e 1,221,123

Looking to the Board’s estimates for the year 1873-74,
the Committec rogret to be advised of so large a falling off
in the quantity of land under cultivation and in the antici-
pated yicld of the crop as compared with the respective
acreage and outturn for the previous yoar : the pereentage
of decrease in both cases is considerable, and if the Board’s
figures are verified by actual results there will probably he
a high range of prices even with restricted exports.
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MADRAS AND ANDAMAN GUMS.

Lrom Govl. of India to Chamber of Commerce,
Calcutta, 25th March 1873.

1 aor directed to forward the accompanying copy of a
letter from the Government of Madras, No. 199, dated
20¢h ultimo, together with 5lbs. of cach of the 9 speci-
mens of gums therein referred to, and to state that the
Government of India will he glad to be favored with a
report as to their market value.

From Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, Fort St. George, to the Secretary to
the Government of India, Department of
Agriculture, Revenue and Commerce.

20th February 1878.

‘With reference to your Under-Secretary’s letter dated
7th November 1871, No. 558, I am directed to inform you
that the Master Attendant has been instructed to forward
to you by the first opportunity a box, for transmission to
Tngland, containing in twelve tin cases specimens of
gums collected by tho Forest officials of this Presidency.

2. Enclosed is a list giving all requisite particulars in
connection with these gums ; also
a letter® from the Inspector of

Torests, from which it will be seen that duplicate speci-

Dated _31st January
0. 1672.

mens are not forthcoming.
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the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

dated Madras, 81st January 1873, No. 1672

to England.

Revenue Department,
cled by the officers of

T have the honor to forward herewith specimens of gums,
for

edings of Government dated
2100,
ist,

1

As only  small quantity was colle

ying

With reference to the Proce
13th December 1871, No.

as per

1

are not for

1

the department,
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Oxper THiREON, 20th February 1873, No. 198,

Ordered that the foregoing letter, together with the:
twelve tin cases and list therewith received, be forwarded
to the Government of India, with reference to the
lettér from that Government, dated 7th November 1871,
No. 558.

D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Seeretary to Government.

Lrom Government of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, dated 2nd April 1873,

1 am dirceted to forward the accompanying specimens
of gum collected at the Andaman Islands, and to request:
that you will be good enough to favor the' Government
of India with a report as to their market value.

9 Ly . Y
Lrrom Government of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Simla, dated 21st October 1873.

In acknowledging with thanks {he reeeipt of your
letftcr of the 12th July last, on the samples of oils and
resins received from British Burmah, Tam dirccted to state
that the Government of India will also he glad to be
favored with a report as to the market vaﬁle of the
l'\[ndms and Andaman gums, specimens of which were
forwarded to you with the letters from this office No. 1165:

dated 25th March and No, 503 dated 2nd April last,

161
From Chamber of Commerce to Government of India.
Caleutta, 22nd December 1873,

In acknowledgment of your letter No. 1237 of the 21st
October, I beg to state that from inquiries made regarding
the samples of Madras gums, I have been unable to find
values in the Calcutta market for any of them oxcept
that marked ¢ South Canara No. 9 Dhoop,” which iz
valued at Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per bazar maund, and the
Andaman gum which is valued at Rs. 3 to 3-4-0 per
maund. The other samples are unknown in this market
so far as T have been able to ascertain.

I very much regret to submit so unsatisfactory an
answer to your reference and to send so late a reply to it,
Put T have been able to arrive fo even this meagre reply
with great difliculty.

RAW SILK FROM BRITISH BURMAIL.

From Govt. of Indic to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 3rd January 1873.

T ant directed to forward copy of a letter* from Con-
servator of Torests, British Bur-

« Haw 155 (mc(l 6l mah, together with the two sam-
December 1675 ples of raw sille therein referred
to, and to request that the Government of India may
e favored with the opinion of the Chamber as to their

marketable value.
21
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From the Conservator of Forests, British Burmah,
to the Chief Commissioner, British Burmah.

Rangoon, the 6th December 1873,

I have the honor to forward for submission to the
Chief -Commissioner, two samples  of raw silk prepared
at Toungoo by Teen Cowri Mistry, a native of India.

2. The interest attaching to these samples lies in the
fact that they are believed to represent the first attempt
made in this country towards introducing the Todian me-
thod of unwinding the sille from cocoons.

Tt has been offered for sale here, but apparently the
Chinese and Burmese dealers are accustomed to pur-
chase ouly the thick coarse silk as manufactured in
Burmab, and hence they decline to buy raw sille pre-
pared so fine and thin as the accompanying sample.

Trom Teen Courd’s Agent I have obtained the follow-
ing particulais, )

The cocoons are purchased in the vicinity of Toungoo
at the rate of Rs. 1-8 per viss and silk is obtained from
them to the extent of 6 tickals per viss.

The only difference apparent between the Indian and
Burmese methods of unwinding is that in the former
more care is hestowed on the operation.

The cocoons are soaked for upwards of half an hour
in hot water and kept constantly stirred with a small
tamarind branch.  'When unwound there is full ocoupa-
tion for two men, one attending to the unwinding and
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the other to the cleaning of the sill and freeing it from
coarse extraneous particles.

3. The ordinary piece of silk is found Rs, 24 to Rs. 25
per viss, but for silk of the finer description at Calcutta
as high a price as Rs. 16 to Rs. 20 per scer is obtained
which is equivalent to Rs. 28 and Rs. 80 per viss.

As two men on Rs, 20 per mensem can prepare 20 to
25 tickals of silk in oue day, there is reason to helieve
that the experiment now made will give a good return.

Should this prove to he the case a considerable ex-
port trade of the finer description of raw silk may spring
up and materially stimulate the cultivation of silk as
well as induce more care in its preparation.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.
Caleutta, 14th Jonuary 1874,

1 have the honor to ackuowledge the. receipt of your
Jetter No. 5 of the 3rd instant, forwarding two samples
of raw sillk from the Conservator of Forests, British
Burmah ; and in reply, I beg to annex for your informa-
tion copy of report upon them from Mr. S. Vaughan of
Messrs. Brnsthausen and Oesterley.

To the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 13th January 1874.

1 have the pleasure to inform you that 1 have examined
the two skeins of Burmah silk, yellow and white, and
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must class them with our low silks produced in DBengal
and certainly wot with the finer sorts of medium or goud
native.

The two skeins in question are native short reel, re-
sembling in nature to some extent our short skein Hur-
vipaul, the white skein however is perhaps more like
Gonatia than Hurripaul silk, The thread cannot be said to
show careful feeling, is gouty and foul. The yellow skein
is medium to coarse and the white what we term coarse
size thread pretty even for such a class of silk, and possess-
es substance, This sort of silk, at present, is not at all
in request for the European markets, Canton silks being
much preferred at their present low rates ; but it is suited
to the requirements of the Bombay and Coast trade, who
regularly consume this description of silk. For this pur-
pose I estimate its present value at from Rs. 9 to 9-8 per
factory seer. In order to adapt this silk to present Euro-
pean requirements much more care in reeling would he
necessary both as regards size and cleanness of thread.

Good bright native Bengal silk is at the present mo-
ment worth from Rs. 13 to 14—and this description of
silk shows much more care in the reeling, say from
8 10 10 cocoons to produce the single thread, and is free
from the foul and knib we observe in the sample under
review.

8. VAUGHAN.
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COTTON GROWN IN THE DEHRA DOON.

Trom Commissioner of Cotlon and Commerce to the
Chamber of Commerce.

Allahabad, 13th January 1874,

1 have the honor to advise you of the despatch per
Bangy Post of a sample of cotton grown by Colonel
Showers in the Dehra Doon together with a memoran-
dum by that officer on the circumstances attending the

experiment.

9, T shall be much obliged if you will kindly favor
me with a report on the quality and value of the cotton
together with any further remarks which your Chamber

may be inclined to make.

TRouen MEMORANDUM ON BXPERIMENTAL COTTON
CULTIVATION IN THE VALLEY oF DEERA Doon.

Mr. Rivett-Carnac, the Cotton Commissioner in ac-
knowledging under date the 11th December the receipt
of a sample of the produce of my cotton fields having
requested some details of the cultivation and results,
together with further samples in larger quantity for
transmission to the Chambers of Commerce, I write the
following ad interim memorandum for this purpose, in -
anticipation of a more claborate note which will be sub-
mitted on the conclusion of the present season’s operation,
the fields being still (2nd Jannary 1874) uuder daily
picking and the cotton stored being as yet for the
greater part unginned and unvalued.
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The proposed nole will be illustrated with plates, life-
size, of the various insects which attack the cotton
plant and a deseription of their forms of appearance,
mode of propagation and the means which I have found
effectual in arresting their ravages, Occasion will be
taken to advert incidentally to the report on the experi~
mental cultivation of cotton in the several model farms
in the North-Western Provinces published in the North-

Western Provinces Governmenl Gazette of the 23rd-

August 1873, and remarks submitted on the compa-
rative results exhibited in the experiments in question,
and my own in view to assisting the arriving at practi-
cal conclusions in regard to ths best method of cultivat-
ing within the means and resources of the native cul-
tivator, to attain the threefold object of improving the
quelity and length of the staple, increasing the per
acreage quantity and securing (he largest margin of net
J»roﬁt. For the present the following brief Memoran-
dum detailing the conditions under which my present
experiments were undertaken and their progress up to
date may suffice for the Cotton Commissioner’s purpose
in forwarding samples to the Chambers of Commerce
and other parties interested.

Desiring to test the suitability of the climate of Dehra
Doon for cotton, a point on which there existed con-
siderable doubt, I applied in March last to the District
,authorities for a grant of land under the waste lands
re?lamution rules, the site indicated combining virgin
soil 'wi.th an upland slope affording natural dbrainfre.
Again in pursuance of my long published view that ?llc
proper method of improving the quality of cotton pro-
duced in India was to operate with the indigenous
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plant, I applied about the same time to the Cotion De-
partment for a supply of selected indigenous sced.

The grant not. haying been allotted however before
the cotion sowing season had arrived, and was passing
by (the month of June) I took up on rent 50 beegahs
(a little less than 10 statute acres) of the Dehra Doon
Tea Company’s Jand lying contiguous to the canal and
which the Company had sold last spring. Time for the
preparation of the soil was thus extremely limited. I
had it watered once, then ploughed four times with the
common native plough manured with 120 cart loads,
that is 12 cart loads (about 96 maunds per acre) of
crude unassimilated refuse from the neighbouring town
(the only sort procurable at the instant) then carefully
prepared for sowing.

°

The Cotton Department through the officer in charge
of the model farm at Nagpore stating under date 20th
May, in reply to my requisition, that the farm could not
supply any selecter! seed, I sent into the neighbouring
Saharunpore district for such country seed as could be
picked up so late in the season and planted it, the first
field being sown on the 19th June and the last on the 20th
jdem. Among the former was about one beegah sown
with sclected seed which I had received from Mr, Bell,
Manager, Dehra Doon Tea Company, the remains of a
small stock sent to him by Mr., Login for trial. T may
mention that on the Cotton Department {ailing me, I
applied to Mr. Login at Umballa and to Dr. Jameison,
Superintendent, Boanical Gardens Saharunpore, but was
equally unsuccessful in both quarters.
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The land again which I had taken up on report om for colton culture as illustrated by the progress of my
account of its being under canal irrigation and of cxperiments.
rouslah soil (a grey friable loam well suited to cotton) .
I found on cxamination to be for the greater part of The sced being sown as above mentioned between the
inferior quality in respect of depth and admixture of 19th and 28th June germinated well and showed a row
hajru (shale). One piecs indeed of seven’ beegahs was of tiny leaflets above ground in nbou(,‘:l week. .TIIO
excluded altogether from the experimental plot as totally process of chopping out to a .st:md will be deseribed
unfit for cotton and was planted with churree (a coarse hereafter. The rains set in heavily on the 1st July and
jowar), of the remaining 8% acres about 2 produced mere- continued with considerable severity, but by my c.ons(:\nt
1y poor stunted plant yielding only about } of the out- personal attention to the cultivation the plants suffered ne
turn of the better parts of the fields. The cause was . injury but throve apace. Within two months they blos-
apparent when L learnt what I did not know at first somed and in about months the ground balls -begqn
that the land had been cropped for years past with rice, to show, the upper portion of the same plants being. at
one of the most exhausting of crops. It was curious the same time in blossom. On the 14th Oclober, t}m
and instructive to observe the distinet indication of the regular picking commenced and with a day or two’s in-
vice cultivation by the low stunted plants growing on terval during the first “,"eel< thcr.e l-ms not been one
the late saturated beds, divided by fine rows of plants single day'’s fntermission in the picking from ﬂ‘“." d“tef
marking the lines of the dividing ridge, rows (dols). to the present (1st January 1874) fron} a succ‘essmn o

daily expanding balls. fl'lle quantity opening daily

The experiment, therefore, it will be observed, has been has kept five fields’ Hands in com;mnb wﬁﬂf mthogc::‘:x;
conducted under very unfavorable conditions equally in ‘ sional extra hands to keep down the exuberance
respect of soil and unavoidably hurried preparation of flushes.
the land.  Still as the accompanying samples will, T ven- tficial irrigati 3 3
ture to think, be recognized ns) ofa suplrior quality in There has l?ccn e Mhﬁc‘f:l n(’llxge“t;z;ll Pi\;‘e;‘ioﬂfhi::f
comparison with the produce of indigenous seed cultivat- watering early in June ".0 5 fe;x cains about the ;;i(the
ed under the ordinary native method and the oubturn although since the cess&\t'loﬂ of L~;‘;x:::as fallen all through
will be, T caleulate, considerably larger, my proposed of September nob @ {hol‘v (:vclr e 17th Dece;-
note detailing the method I have pursued and the pro- the autumn, A rshght‘ 51‘(') o unclouded antumu so suit-
cesses of handling the plants at different stages of growth ber. In respect o(‘. this ;nLT; e he elimata o tho
together with the economic results, may, T hope, prove able for the nmlurmgblo ““‘ Lh'l: of the Amorican
of general use. For the present T will add only a TDoon contrasts favorably I‘”:n;ns(s S avent deal of
word on the suitability of the climate of the Door * States where the autumnat P © 99

B
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colton. Again in the best part of the American cotton
belt the first killing frost comes from lst to 15th No-
vember, and whereas here our first frost was on the 6th
December and that of a mild character which did not
affect the plants injuriously. This may be atiributed to

. the sheltered position and damp atmosphere of this valley.
T will conclude this memorandum with a brie{ notice of
my experience of the cotlon worm.

On the 11th September when the plants were in blos-
som I observed one or two moths flittering over the fields,
and passing between the rows I espied a leaf presenting
the appearance which I recognised as indicating the
presence of the cotton worm. On picking and examin-
ing the leaf, sure enough I found the living worm. On
going then carefully over the fields I found a good many
of the plants similarly attacked. Being awarc from the
experience of the American cotton fields that the first
generation of the cotton worm which comes in such
paucity and seeming insignificance as often to be
unlooked becomes, if not eradicated, the parent of count-
Jess myriads in the second generation within but a fort-
night’s interval whose ravages are then irresistible, I
lost no time in taking the necessary steps to destroy the
enemy and fortunately succeeded. The worm was effee-
tually cradicated throughout the fields. I have had no
yeturn of it in asccond generation,  Asthisis the most

dangerous enemy which the cotton planter has to contend
against, sometimes destroying as it does thousands of acres
in two or three days without the possibility of arresting
its ravages when once fully developed, I propose describ-
ing at Jength in my proposed note the means I adopted
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for its extermination on first appearance, and furiher sub-
imitted what I believe to be the-origin of the worm in view
to the discovery.of some surc preventive measure against
its first ocourrence in cotton fields for the future. From
my cxamination of very muny damaged (kinky) balls
and sceds I think 1 havearrived ata reasonable solution of
the cause. 'That it is & point at present involved in ob-
seurity may be gathered from all the published American
treatiscs on cotton culture. Mr. Parson’s opinion cx=
pressed in his interesting report wnder date the 15th
‘A pril 1873 (one of the serics above referred (o) that the
worm s engendered by the plants coming into flower
some Lime before the rains cease, on the analogy of blightin
England cannot, I venture to think, be sustained.  From

o series of scientific experiments made some years ago

and which I had -occasion to cite in a former paper, it

was found that Dblight was caused by fungi in the air
which, though a living cubstance, wae so minute as only
to be visible through a microscope 3 whereas the insccls
that atiack the cotton plant are big enough and voracious
enough to make their presence both seen and felt by
ages of inimitable destructiveness when once fully
The importance then to the future progress
\dia of discovering the origin
much as rendering possible the

vav
developed.
of cotton cultivation in L

of the cotton worm in as ! I
adoption of some certain and cfficacious preventive to

its recurrence, can hardly be overcsiimated, and to this
end the second of my observations which will be submit-
ted to the public atan carly day may, 1 hope, in some

degree conduce.
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Tivom Chamber of Commerce to Commissioner of
Cotton and Commeree.

Calcutta, 20th January 1874.

I am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your
Ietter No. 87 of the 13th instant forwarding a sample of
cotton grown by Colonel Showers in the Dehra: Doon,
and in reply, to anuex for your information copy of
report upon it from Mr. T. Bisenlohr of Messrs
Ernsthausen and Oesterley.

Report on a. Sample of Cotton from Dehra Doon.

The sample of cotton from Dehra Doon does not re-

present cotton in the stato in which cotton is generally -

offered to the trade.

It is picked and cleaned with extremest care, ginned
and looks beaten, and T doubt, whether larger quantities of
such cotton could be produced in a similar state, with-
out enhancing the cost of the article in a high proportion
to its intrinsic value.

The colour of this cotton is extremely good, the staple
of very uneven length but of fair strength and rather
silky. I should classify the cotton on the same scale as
saw ginned Darwar and fix its value cleaned s it is at
Rs. 22 per maund laid down in Calcutta. At this price it
would be eagerly purchased by local consumers and might
prove very useful.

T. EiseNvonr.
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From Colonel Showers to Chamber of Commerce.

Dehra Doon, 5th February 1874.

THaving reeeived from Mr. Rivett-Carnac, the Cotton
Conimissioner, copy of your letter to his address acknow-
ledging receipt of a sample of my cotton transmitted
through his office, and in rep'y forwarding a report on the
same from Mr. Bisenlohr of Messrs, Ernsthausen and Ocs-
terley, I beg to offer for submission to the consideration
of the Chamber the following observations that occur to
me with regard to his remark, while valuing the sample
at 22 Rs. per maund, that the extreme care in prepara-
tion which it exhibits in respect of picking and cleaning,
does not represent cotion in the state in which cotton is
generally offered to the trade and further in reference to the
doubt Mr. Eisenlohr expresses  whether larger quantities
of such cotton could be produced in a similar state with-
ont enhancing the cost of the article in a high proportion
to its intrinsic value” At the price fixed however,
Rs. 22, Mr. Tisenlohr adds, © it woull be eagerly pur-

chased by local consumers.”

Assuming then, as I may do, that Mr. Eisenloln’s
report in the above terms has reference to the local zaar-
Xet, I would observe that the cireumstance of cotton in
the same carefully prepaved state as my sample riot being
generally offered to the trade may be accounted for by
reference to the comparatively inferior manufactures of
the mills as yet started in India, (so far as my knowledge
and information goes.) Tt would not of course pay to buy
carefully grown and finely prepared cotton ata necessarily
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enhanced rate for the manufacture of tent cloth und the in-
fevior articles of native wearing apparel, but having had
the advantage of looking over the principal miils in
Lancashire through the kindness of their proprictors,
Mr. Cheetham, Sir Thomas Bazley and others, I can state
that differential prices to any extent are readily given for
superior qualities for the manufacture of the finer num-
bers of yarn varying from 3d for refuse Surats (Indian)
to0 2s-2d for American Sea Island and up to 3s-6d per 1b.
which has been given for Queensland cotton.

1 would only add, in reference to Mr. Lisenlohr’s ex-
pressed doubt whether larger quantities of cotton in a
imilar state of preparation ag mine could be produced
without enhancing the cost of production in a high pro-
portion to its intrinsic value, that the condition of cot-

. ton for the manufacture of the finest cloths constitutes
an essential clement ¢n its market value, For if the
minute {ragments of leafl and stems which are almost un-
avoidably picked with the balls, be not curefully thrashed
out they become hopelessly mixed with the fibres so us
never to be entively removed, and cause the small black
specks that abound in the eourser varieties of Lowells and
Asnaburgs of America, and in the inferior class of goods
from Lancashive which perhaps may have created the
impression that the Jatter were mildewed. With fair
differential prizes corresponding to quality the producer
need not fear that the extia expense bestowed on the
cultivation and preparation of his cotton for the market,
will not be fully recouped by the prices realized.

The value of my sample fixed by your brolErTat
s, 22 per maund, being less cost of transport to Caleubta,

—

still higher than the highest quotations T have observed
in the recent cotlon circulars, is so far encouraging, move
espectally when taking into consideration the unfavour-
able conditions under which' my present cxperimental
cultivation has beén carried on as detailed in the memo-
vandum supplied by me at the Cotton Commissioner’s in-
stance and of which he will donbtless Jave sent you a copy
togetber with the sample.  Such produce then out of
partially exhausted rice fields from common indigenous
seed, may lead us to judge of what decided results may be
expected from the same ‘method of cultivation, operating
on virgin soil and with selected seed.

Should the Chamber consider that any public advan-
tago might acorue from giving publicity to this corres-
aging others to try cotlon growing on

pondence in encours b
te at liberty to publish my

the same systeni, you are qui

views.

TFrom Chamber of Commerce to Colonel C. L.
Showers, Camp Delra Doon.

Caleutta, 5th March 1874.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desive
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter -of 5th
ultimo and to thank you for the remarks you have been
to submit on the report furnished by them

good enough !
o a £ cotton transmitted by Mr. Rivett-

on the sample o
Carnac.

The Committee are of opinion that your cfforts in the
il to be duly

cause of cotton cultivation should not f;
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recognised by Government, and that your memorandum

is of sufficient importance and interest to be published in
the Gazette of India.

COTTON GROWN AT THE NICOBARS.

Tom Govt. of Indin to Chamber of Commerce.
Culeutla, 4th March 1874.

T am directed o forward herewith two samples of cotton
grown in the Nicobars, and to request that the Chamber
will be good enough to favowr the Government of India
with its opinion as to their quality and market value.

Lrom Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.

Calcutta, 11th March 1874.

T have the honor to acknowledge the veceipt of your
letter No. 52 of the 4th instant forwarding two samples
of cotton grown at the Nicobavs, and, in reply, I beg to:
forward for the information of Government the annexed
copy of report upon them from M. F. Bisenlohr of Mossrs.
Trnsthausen and Oesterley.

Calentia, 11th Mareh 1874.

T have examined the two samples of Nicobar cotlon
handed to me to-day, and called—

1. New Orleans.
2. Hingunghaut.

—

177

Shows rather discoloured and stained of

New Orleans.~
irregular staple and slightly leafy 3 staple weal, vahl‘c.nbo?l,
RsblE- per bazar maund, landed in loose condition in

Caleutta.

Hinyzmghaut.—-Sligl\(ly fresher in color, stained of good
staple and fair strength, value about Rs. 16 to 16-8 per

Pazar maund landed in Caleutta. £ BISENLOHR.

NEW MEMBERS.

—_—

and Messrs. Reinhold and
itted, by the Committee, as
subject to the usual

Mr. H. F. Wilson
Co., have been adm
Members of the Chamber,
confirmation.

MEMBERS RETIRED.

Messrs. Wills, Edmauds‘ and Co., Messrs“Joln(;
Atkinson and Co Messrs. Stoles, Coleman :ml
Co., Messys. Findlay, Hoyes and Co. Me.ssrs. Dee! i
J: aé:)b and Co., and Megsrs. Mawrice TFeilmann and

Co. have ceased 10 be Members.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.

e Funds of the
half-yearly balance of # :
ClTifber mZountS to Rs. 802-10-1 exclu.sl.ve of
Rm12 000 in 4 per cent- (Government, Secwities.

S. 12,
B. D. COLVIN,

President.




APPENDIX

e




i
!
i

o 56 ho | ses'sio'ss | oco'sea'sc | 1e0nios | soo'sErE . g
" fa o [ o | sovaie sotasres |-
s 1ot b | mataavs o0 ot | ¢ e
. Bo' he” | gus'osa'es | oes'hon’ie EE
e t 20 | grovrs | awsne weeeoss | wma v
il - N teo" o [ wareons | osvessie oo |0 e
A 1 o [ ovawen | awssote woorss | 4 wou
. N teo* feo_ | novtsestor | seriaese wofest'es | o mar
m y e lao | esolouwer | sa0ao'se SIn'28Les.
o P ) stz o
T L PR PR P v Tevsorss
. : 9| M TogTadet | 196'0ee o’y
. . -1 e | sos'onts | sortenes | oor'ase'ss
Tory - el | or'ecse | oovoo'cs | 019415 | wo T
e . 1o9es'cs | coosos'ss | O19'0sN'es | OIVORL'SS -
ot . = woEees | Lvosc'se | oacory's | eso'eross “aee
- . b0t Hao | sororons | eovenvan | ravosoes | vossas | mons
o . 56 Ieo | corsovs | decfeon'te | 1001805 | SroBLLDS | ades piE
foue ) 50 teo | sssssunts | Lesesste | wienss | wosros “ omes
. : ey fio* fio |orventts fontuaoe | ansaots | saoosas.| o won
" : - To0* f56 | sovloee'ss | cogcizoe | 106GSETS | £60'690'95. “ met
m . - wantio | acowts | wrmss | o |sstsioss | oy o
i § o |me | mtte | mmen |aeoon [ oo frorowoss) o woe
o e s ¢ [t |wvasts [oxtiie [ 1euers | sestes
B b I T R R [T P P R R
W slep oo, sy wpeig | oo | o o | ot s Gotao [eswiews | srocorte | coOILss | oS
UL, e, - s [ Ge6% Te0 | risoeess | soveotss | teROIsee | e1soss'os
sz soxonsor—aowmicy | AR G SHOE wiso do meman, oo | fitss | oot | estovee st 6
- : oot1seTs | sas'ireoe | 055G
woce| =t tey |t oo s |evenrs v o |0 |we o |feotteo | ssons | sezmuzee | asearts
oyl g oun | Pap et | st | s mm\g} v ownqd Ea{ios | sgi'zesos. | onagariee | ugoso'te
[ L R B EEE oo o [siov | catorss |svicss
toe] s tous| gl oooe [ oo B to0 | rdeszos. | ssonaso- | orcearoe
fayf - 5 torn| gl oves | ot evgn | 1051
otn, - tww | wow oot [ose o
R IO I PR (R (R P e
tory o do 0| o[ s g

fory| = a
fovw fus “tor
tour | tory

forv| e
o fivs tu e pe
touy [t | sung a0z
Tocy it e oz
wfits i T

wefieat s dns) o mafesen

o
L R PR P
o ey

s

o | oats
st | aer,

wrfet wn duy | iy
wrfiEathey | 4o
wrfseehey | wecm
wolvat o] g s
wrlos bor gy eim
wrl o oy gyl o =
urfosofors gy o i v
| ol » k4 7 z
st i | v [ o | womg | anng
woimigs | g

“ESUNT NOAXOT w1 TS 40 ot

P ——

'CABE S 0%} TF TR 10 Topue

T 20AT0 30 09T 40O 05 0 anngy oty

BEIE P2 310p 30't

LRI [

re—

-
S uogy
- wopooy

rm—

—_

S A e o
o e

OLIRVILOGE KOs A

vaye
e

A 0 KK K ing

T 052900y g

AR o

R Y

400 i
uxvum X

LI LY |

G T e 1 g

e | waoror
[

s

e
e | o st
T0te'ss | tsysnats | ogsere | sarttovs | o
s | roctors | esaose s | 0 e
g sosste | swionte | aer | pofates | % et
fao e foneoss | osasavon | st ovss'es | ¢ mere

e LTs0 i Vomtovss | sagones | sooesses | envoontsg | g e
"o oot | aoewte | Mot | mgewes | o me:

m Bt | oovarts fwvrte | soe | s | o s
v lme ln'»"“',‘ o8t a3'tos'se | oTros “ mer
i | me v | feoos SIS | otseie | oorTscs m

00 . f Ea 7 7 oot
o o e

i - | | o0 | SRR |

By, s .

SRUNLIL GRVIONT 40 ¥8VU

'SONTIIY, TOPSI W wvrp jwmomy ¢ ey
SR Ui jo quvg Snpons jEAg:

sy

Ty Mo

{

IS vl

wa 4

posn
1o Yo of v

el

0% GLm pasy

IS 00 sty

o1 fo yuoitorg:

0T 01 £L81 oquisaoyy jey wosf

0 buogr o Jo spun

WITRVHD UL 0 SANAL

“HL8L qudy

" oosouugg) fo soqum




! : e - R it e v ;
; tament of e Tt s34 Yegert o g . | i
nu-t.,mu-:mmeu u.mmum:m m-mmm\. Bask ratos of st it i, e el of umnmemmm.w 30 o2 Lonlton aat Otns, —_— ! Ry Temaage of e Tt of Ot hom bt Frzuary i
. satmast of Empin ad Bipers of in sad Bpcs 1 thoies s 1878, S : o et Jasuas :
i a” 12 — 1
e Ep— [ o or mses i B . g Eeoman ’ S—— i
; y o ) 5 o . s e
- - ~ i [ — £
i | Do | e
Date. il G montial g, [ ¢
S por et |84 precnts. Preeidie ‘
e st |4 e o bt | pertooman, g
- = P T3 S P i v T
102 ‘o 102 1097 @ 100 a0 o'ed i @ ol | Tail o i My | 2y a0g
| Lasagus | soas 10,008 | 1098, oy ok ML g 1y, = 20
snet tizuss Csoeoss oo o noy 133 [ 1, s e
il ek om0 v | 00 108|190 1 [ 1 E w .
a0 Fr. wosg osg oy mog o |t [ mg | e 0 »
s 350 10F 20| 1097, to3k | 110 10F [ 1IN 0D 11, 1 my, 2 w3
pua By R e Wit |1 g ot
28524268 9t Apit 202 105 | 1001 5 Tory | 10k 10y (1390 1 mp, {1 g P an
- s Vil (1, 0 | s w0 :
sotason Moy w8 5 a0} | 105, 105) iy g [1ag, 1| e a0 - .
y o 5 ; il pes p ;
ks | sosnss L iy - s o B LR R !
ez | v i by [y o as . L
a0
Lisssen | e o, g | = o ,
1506 | asnacss o, N N e Y s | .
» S iy EEC ER ST ER TSR 0.
63570 I,-l 15,381 | 3,41,95,084 o 4 wiiep 111 28 20
Mk Aug. v “).% w110} [110f 27§, a7 N
sezsu w00 0, 1081 1003 | 2065, 3063 | 1m0 10 |20008) 0 3 20p 1108 201 0 20w - . ;
saens y sentnar | saonaer | azsasais E‘:S“" 1043, 100 | 1061, , 1008 | 110§, 1107 |1 M0E 1 h0p frm ,, dg | et 205
£3,00,557. 2303 | LALI2SST | 3,600,434 350 - 106}, J04f | 1088 ,, 106} [ 110§ 5, 2103 {1 Wy 111 {110y, 1 1 2t w7 N
p ” B t i
semm sesiaf usanes | ssvinots ¥ oy 1o = e
AV P S NETRY Py Vool [ty [ e, ey 0 : AL
s s | azsmces 108, L30s 1100, 3207 | s88y s i : S i
Frre e PR g e b 205 H K e
poion B N i R Mg w b ; |
bl e oo s e e - e i e e
3ot | ymsin | o sacmt . - - : g .
¥ mper}nd Export of Bullon sod Speci, (exclusive of Govt. aperations), valied n rupees, from 15t January to 315t December 1875,
: P e P, " n
i Azt i) T | o (gt g P aguned bl Bogee sl psonis foouear| Camor. [fgromnl doeme .
o3 | sposacie . L = k .
N 270423 1760000 | 265,40050 " . i -
. susasr sz | spmonpss s ¢ -
i 3020 {172 | san o0 3 )
poig 094 Dt P s | e | e P e YR [ IR ol e
: . . . . Filrary s | o | omm | ssom R . 1) 20030 | 10780, | 35800 )
so0ate | 1758509 | sesenze PP 160 o am | se| o0 | 108 1cag0 |- socor | cosprr
wsesm | eonan | e | zaceon | gt - ' 1
: R nen | e | o o so | oor | amo | e
17333262 T sy, a0 . N i ) 3 -
23545736 | psg0ars | viamom | saransto | > CEREC] Sl LU BRIV B 70065 | e | 128810 aemprt )
vz | soussent | inarens sgmesns | e
N P 2o | | e
RLTTEY PYSTTETY (NN DUt N o R R I | L : -
o] sgopes | sergoen S L [T N [ N R ) P N Y Pepg i
asnanl1zsanone | sonsozea | vicanes | sssonans | augin g .
: LT T R o S [ . saan
a0 130030 | seascnss | sz | s I w00 | o PR T B R )
sauvitl voman | seapsgne | monen | spoumam | ST T I [ . | 6000 [ e nge | om0 ! :
2uine | hnanost | 33002 | 13| 4pg0zsn | Ocebe . s ' : ’ .
8 = - 3 A5 - e 0o —— Bibd '
s dessip | sosmois| g | qssonro 10 B PN ; ,
co1amz | vsanss | spnsneo | sososns | sanassa | VT £ = woeo | 00| e b (1l LT nae | ] e U oo | saneer
E 2| e oy cember ..
40,9876 | Decester . 19440 180 | 102000 | 10800 | e 10000 000000 o a0 | same -
§ .
A Total...| P 212 . -
) . [ - [sooe] .. 0028 | sy | ghme. heserm] ongn | emars | wpeazen -
— i B!(l’nll‘l'& B Ny
— i
Sl e e e vt s | e iz
J ‘ 4




r : |
=
H i
. vi }
i . .
; vii
Statomont of tho Tmport and Export of Stoam Tonnagy of the Fort of Calewtta form 1st January to 81st Docombor 1873,
. . - T - TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Porr or Catcorsa, adopted at
) IMPORT H ~  ‘EXPORT. i a Spocial General Meoting of the Bongal Chamber of Commerce,
: : - . hold on tho 12th February 1872, with offect from 1st Soptember
) < Movmz, |- . A orin | Mowmy E t xds the moasuromont of Cotton, Homp, Jute
Brumsn, | AMERIOAN. Frexor, At omiran nirisiz. |* Astertoaw. Frexor, L 3 1872, oxcopt as regar nt of , Homp, Jute;
i Tor 15 3oNTH oF Fonstos. L —— - Foniow. Torar. Juts Cuttings, Rhea, Saflower, and othor artisles similarly
i : ked," which, under the Chambor's Resolution of 14th Juno
Str. 8 - age on tr, (Tonnago.| Str. (Tonnago, Str. [Tounag: Fonna j e .
L | st |Tonnago st Tomgo,l Str. {Tounage, Sir. [Tounage Str. l’l‘anmge . [Fonnage.|” str. !Tonmge Str. Tonnago.| Str. (Tonnage| Str. [Tonnago. 1872 iad offect from 1st July 1673,
Junuary’ ool ompen [0 | 1| eor 23| atgss | 20| 21616 1) 07 22 | 29498 ; . ot Cubic
- ARTICLES. Ton st | feot
February . 27 .30,8% | ... 2 1203 .. 20 | sg118| 19[19,109 | .. 1 907 B 20 | 20,016 on Nott: | por Ton.
Morch .. 31| s50m 1) oo .. | 3200 2,88 | .. 1 909 | v |2t a8807 :
27 | 20,081 1 907 1 943 | 29| 27,001 ] 20 81,003 | ., 21 1846 | .. 31| 32,810 Alum, in
N f : Aniseed, in bags
201 21,151 | .. 201,878 .. 22| 23020 20§ 28,013 | .. 1 939 1 043 | 28 Arrowroot, in cases
25 | 26518 1l .. v | 2| emast| ey L 1ol .. v |2t sae
LR L R I v | e | emem|ooa) amas | 1| oz ... o | 22 2308t
LR N1 TP A R R R v | 2| sags| 28| o | L. 2| 188 2 | 27,354
Soptember vovmmunniionnn | 24 | 25,820] L. 1| e 1| o] =6 onres| orfstosz| . 1| 93 |32 asom
October. 26| 2n88) | . | 1] om 27| agees | 2] ea7ee| ... 1l ey 1] 0| 3 sc0e
i November . 26 | 28470 1l e o7 | 20415 ) 20| 30,227 | .. 1| w9 .. v | 80 a6 | Drimstono . per cont.
; 41 41,000 ., 699 ) .| a2 48] 2fiasess| .. N Y 2 w | 53] o582 ; 8:‘,‘:;;3;,‘,‘; po i
B ; ' Cord mnms,m robing
i 35 (236904 o | .. | 13 1508 94, e ’a,so,m 208 §,zl,7ovl ] | 1] 1302 2 J,asof 314 ‘s,:sn,sm 1 Gussia.in bosos o%es
. i CutorSeod
H (dry) in bags
! China Tioot, fa begs
I Chirdtta
i chumh
i 4 Gl in bags
,»  bozes
Coald
H Cochineal

! Coffee, in bags
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Cubie ' . Cubic
Cwt. per Cwt. per
ARTICLES, q feot ARTICLES. P feet
Ton Nett. per Ton Ton Nett. per Ton.

Coral, rough 20 Nux Vomica
Qoir, loose and unscrewed Oats.
Copras, or Cocoanut Kernel Oil, in cases
Coriander Seet . » casks o
Cotton Opium
Cowries Paddy
Cummin Seed Palmatine, in bags

Black Peas
Cutch in bags Pepper, Long . .
Dates, wob Black -

e iy Planks xmd Dc'\ls . -

Dholl Poppy Seed
ZElephants’ Teeth in bulk Putchucle .
Furniture ags
Garlic and Onions Raw Silk, in balos .
Ginger Rattans for dunnage
Gram Red Wood, ditto
Gums, in cases Rhe a
Gunny Bags and Gunny Clotly Rice
Gunjal TRope, in coils
Hemp o Lines and T "‘wmes, in bundles
Hides, Buffalo, or Cow, cured Rum, in casks
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips Safflower

Sago, in cases

Horns, Cow, Buffalo, or Deer
Sal-amoniac, in b'ws

India Rubber, in bags

» in cases Xes

Indigo S'sltpetw
TIron Salt
Jute Sapan Wood for dunnage
Jute Cuttings . - Sealing Wax, in cases
TLac Dyo Seed-lac, in cases
Lard .7 bags
Linsced
Mace Shellq, rough, in bags
Machinery Shell-lac, in cases
Metals bags
Mathie Seed Silk Chussum
Mlmholamn . Was .
Mol sifk l’ince Goods
Mother ’Pearl m h'\gs kins

» Soap, country, in cases ... -
Mun_]ee » bags
Mustard or Rape Seed " bar
Niger Seed . Stick Lac, in cases
Nutmegs, in cases or casks ... 50 » bags 16

; - > H
i " TR 7 | J



X
Cubic
Cwt. per
ARTICLES. v feot:
Ton Nett. per Ton.
Su, .
Tallow, in cases or casks ...
Tale ..
Tamarinds, in cases or casks..
Tapioca
Tea
Teel Seed
Timber, round -
., squared P

Tincal 20
Tobacco, in bales . 16
Tortoise Shells, in chests .
Turmeric . 16
Wheat 20
Wool

1. Goods in Cnsks or Cases to be caleulated gross weight
when paying freight by weight ; and where freight is made payable
on measurement, the measurement be taken on the Custom House
whaif, or other shipping wharf within a radius of 5 miles from
the Custom House, except in the case of Cotton, the measurement
of which shall be taken ab the Screw-house. .

2, Measurement to be taken at largest part of the bale,~inside
the lashing on one side and outside on the other.

3. Jute, Jute-cuttings, Hemp, Cotton, Safflower, and other ar-
ticles similarly packed, are screwed in bales varying from 300 to
400 1bs. .

4. The term ¢ dead weight” shall be understood to mean the
following articles :—Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Dholl,
Poas, Linseed, Rapeseed and all Metals,

H. W. 1. WOOD,
Secretary.

Xi
SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopted by « Special General Meeling of the Bengal
Chomber of Commerce held. on the 16th June 1861,—with offect from
1st Janary 1662.

L On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bultion, Gold
Dust or Coin ... w1 per cent.

»

On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo,
Raw Silk, Silk Piece Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-
cious Stones, or Jewellery ... 2%

P,
3. On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
the Agent ... B
4. On the sale or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all cases to be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-
chases.upon both cost and charges w. B
5. On returns for Consignments- if made in produce ... 2%
6. Ou returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion, or
Treasure w1
7. On ing Bills against Consi t wl
8. On the sale or purchase of Ships, Tactories, Houscs,
Lands, and all property of a like description ... 2}

9. On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro-
perty of any description referred to Agency for
sale, whether advancod upon of otherwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn ; and on goods
consigmed for conditional delivery to others and
so delivered, on invoice amountat 2s. per rupee. half com,
10. On making advances or procuring loans of money
for commercial purposes, when the aggregate
commission does not exceed 5 per cent ... 2} per cent,
1. On ordering, or receiving and delivering goods, or
superintending the fulfilment of contracts, or on
the shipment of goods, where no other Commis-
sion is derived HE w2y,




12.

17.

20.

21.

" On chartering ships or engaging tonnage for con-

xii
On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements,
and on becoming security for administration of
Tstates, or to Government for the disbursement

of public money
On del-credere or ing the due realization of

v 2%
On the management of Estates for Executors or

Administrators . . 2%
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for
loading e 2%

On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the
amount of passage money, whether the same
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ... 2}

On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order
or charter, or on procuring employment for a
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon
the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive 5

On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon
the gross amount of earnings.. . B

On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or
elsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money
forrank and file [ . 2

On realising inward freight, inward troop, Emigrant,
or Cabin passage money o 2%

On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con-
cerned on the declared value of all such goods
as may be re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold .5

1f Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Piece Goods... 2%

If Treasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery w1

S

... 2} percent.

1o
®

26.
27.
28.

- 29,

xiii

On cffecting Insurances, whether on lives or pro-
perty -
On settling Insurance claims, losses, and averages
of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre-
mijum
On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotialing Bills
of Exchange ... Wl

2.

&2

On debis or other claims when a process at law or
arbitration is incurred in claiming them e 2
Or if recovered by such means ... w B
On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored w1
On collecting House Ront . 2%
On ship’s Disbursements . 2
On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any
Toan on respondentic 2%
On granting Letters of Credit ... 1
On sale or purchase of Government Securities and
Bank or other Jeint Stock-Shares, and on overy
exchange or transfer not by purchase from one
class to another w3
On delivering up G jties and Bank
or other Joint Stock Shares, on the market value
On all amounts debited and credited within the year
(less the balance brought forward) upon which
no Commission amounting to 5 per cent. bas
been charged ...

e

e

925 Brokerage when paid s to be separately charged.

H. W. L WOOD;
Secrelary.

w. '} per cent




xiv

MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Agelasto A, and Co.
Apear and

Augenti, S
v e

ilizzi and Co.

Ashburner and Co.

“Anderson, Wright and Co.

Balfour, 3. Ofiy. Agent, Oricntal Bank
Corporation

Barlow and Co.

Buskin, E, 0.

Carlisles Nephevs and Co.

Chalmers, J. Manager, National Bank
of India,

Cochine, §. Manager, Agra Bank,
Limited.

Colvin, Cowie and Co.

Crooks, Rome and Co.

Cox, Hemy S.

Colin Brothers and Co.

DeSouza, Thos. and Co.

Dyarkanath Duit and Co.

Tde and Hobson.

Tornsthansen and Oesterley.

Ewing and Co.

Tlliott, Jobn and Co.

Ema, B.D. L.

Ferguscon, J. H. and Co.

TFinlay, Muir and Co.

Gishorne and Co.

Graf and Banziger.

Graham and Co.

Grindlay and Co.

Gubbay, Elias S.

Headerson, George and Co.

Teilgers, B W. and Co.

Fiorre, Miller and Co.

Huber and Co.

JFardine, Skinner and Co.

Kettlewell, Bullen and Co.

Kelly and Co.

Ker, Dods and Co.

Tert, Tarruck and Co.

Lamourous and Co.

Longmuir, T. Manager, Delli and
London Bank, Linited,

Lovell, H. P., Supdt,
Navigation Company.

Mackillican, J. and Co.

Macallister, R. and Co.

Mackinnan, Mackenzie and Co.

Mackenzie, Lyall and Co.

Macneill andCo. :

Tacknight, Anderson and Co.

Moran, W. an 3

Manockjee Rustomjee.

Moniss, B, dgent, Hong-Kong and
Shanghas Banking Corporation.

Pearce, Macrac and Co.

Playfair, Duncan and Co.

Petrocochino Brothers.

Trestage, T, Ayent of the Eastern
Bengal Railuay Compuny.

Prawnkissen Law and Co.

Ralli Brothers.

Ralli and Mavrojani.

Reinhold and Co.

P. & 0. Steam

. Robert and Charriol.

Tentiers and Co.

TRobinson, S. H.

Reid, J. 3L, Agent, Churtered Mereantile
Bank of India, London, and Clina.

Renaud, A., Manager, Comptoir D'Bs-
comple de Paris.

Sagrandi, 3. P.

Steel, McIntosh and Co.

Schlaepfer, Putz and Co.

Schiroder, Smidt and Co.

Schoene, Kilburn and Co.

Sassoon, David and Co.

Shaw, D. .and Co.

Thomas, J. and Co.

Turner, Morsison and Co.

Toulmin, L. W. and Co.

Tamyaco and Co.

Tambaci, Paul and Co.

Ullmann, Hirsehlorn and Co.

Weinholt Brothers.

Wilson, I F.

Whyte, G- A., dgent, Chartcred Bunk
of India, dustralia and China.

‘Whitney Brothers and Co.

Williamson Brothers and Co.

man, Mitchell, Reid and Co.
n,

Yule, Andrew and (o.

MOFUSSIL MEMBERS.

Hamilton, Brown and Co,—Jfirzapore,

XV

RULES AND REGULATIONS

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

First .... That the Society shall be styled «Tum
Bexean Cuavser or Coanveror.”
Second.... That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to watch
over and protect the general commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal, and
specially those of the port of Caleutta;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the. promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public.autho-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ceive references from, and to arbitrate
between, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify

and facilitate transaction of business.
Third.....That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone'be admissible as
members of the Chamber.
Fourth....That candidates for admission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed
and seconded by two members, and may

T i




xvi

be clected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.

Fifth....... That the subscription of firms and banks

shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil members 32 rupees per
annum.

Sizih ... That any member of the Chamber whose

subscription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his mame shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
month’s notice of such default.

Seventh. .. That the business and funds of the Cham-

2

ber shall be managed by a Committee of

- seven Members, consisting of a President

and Vice-President and five Members,
to be elected annually at a General Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence,
the Vice-President, being ex-officio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman.  Four to form a quorum.

Ei:gh{]u.,..Annual elections of President, Vice-

President, and members of the Com-
mittee shall be determined by a majority

Ninth...

Tenth...

xeii !

of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued Dby the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated, All vacancies created by the

~absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-

dent, from the DPresidency for three
months or by departure for Iurope, or
by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
Committee. All vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committee
shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee subject to approval at
first ordinary general meeting thereafter.
That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be eligible to serve as members of
the Committee.

Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time.

Eleventh. That the Committee shall meet for the

purpose of transacting such business as
may come within the province of the
Clhamber at such times as may suit their

ooy




xviii

convenience, and that the record. of their
proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Tuwelfth. That all proceedings of the Committee
be subject to approval or.otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth.That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, and circulated for information
of members three days previous to the
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval.

Fourteenth.That the Secretary shall be elected
by the Committee ; such ‘election to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

TFifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-
mittee mdy consider convenient for the
despateh of business.

Simteenth.That any number of members present
shall be held to constitute a General Meet-

ing, called in conformity with the Rules .

of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business:

Seventeenth.That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Cliamber, the President, or,

xix

in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman  of Committee, shall call a
Special General Meeting, to be held with-
in 15 days subsequent {o receipt of such
requisition.

Eighteenth.That every subscribing firm or bank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and that
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.

Nineteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Twentieth.That voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first. That the Chamber reserves to itself
the right of expelling any of its members;
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members present in
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
cy may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary mewmbers for a period not ex-
ceeding two months.

T




XX

Twenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be
made except by the votes of a majo-
rity of the members of the Chamber
present in person or by proxy at a
Special General Meeting to be held
after previous notice of three months.

—_—
Cones and Co., No, 19, Loll Bazar,
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