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Procecdings of the Half-yearly General Meeting of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerceheld on Friday,
the 31st May 1872.

The Hon'ble J. R. Bullen Smith, President,
in the Chair.

The Chairman commenced the proceedings with
the following remarks :(—

Gontlemen,—TI have the pleasure to present
the usual half-yearly report of the Committee of
the Chamber for the six months ending 30th
April last, and in moving its formal adoption T
shall not have to trespass on your time for many
minutes. .

The report opens with a brief notice of the
deatl: of the late Viceroy, and I am sure cvery
Member of the Chamber will echo hack a hearty
response to the expression of deep regret at this
most deplorable occurrence, which the Commitiee
have placed on record. Those who, like our-
sclves, are actively engaged in the commerce of
Bhritish India have every reason to join in the
universal sorrow which Lord Mayo’s death has
called forth, for, I helieve, we shall never have a
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ruler who will more practically recognise the va-
Tue to the Empire of our. pursuits, who will be
more deeply interested in the various industrial
enterprises which European capital has sot on
foot in this country, or more willing to extend
to them all the legitimate support in his power.
The choice of a suceessor to the late Viceroy
seems to have been well and wisely exercised,
and although the Chamber did not present His
Bxcellency Lord Northbrook with an Address on
arvival, partly because such has not heen our
custom, and partly because we had nothing spe-
cial to vepresent, not the less do we all wish him
health and strength for the duties and labors of
his high office.

The Committee’s veport next contains the usual
notice of the Budget, Statement recently presented,
and regarding which there has heen so much said
and written during the last few weeks that it
would be altogether superfluous for me now to
enlarge upon it The Income Tax has again formed
a prominent topie, and is, I see by arecent tele-
gram, about to form subject of a motion in the
House of Commons, T scarcely think there is any
carly prospect of relief from this burden by a vote
of the Imperial Parliament, but that it should Le
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even brought forward in that assembly appears to
indicate increased interest in Indian affaivs, and
can hardly fail to press the matter still further
upon the attention of the Government here.
My own desire and hope is that this Income Tax
guestion may receive next cold season mature
and deliberate consideration, with ample time
and ample materials—not the nrow issue whe-
ther for another year Sir Richard Temple is to
be allowed this tax to balance perhaps a small
prospective deficit, but the broad and most im-
portant question of principle, viz, whether this
impost, cven in its mildest form, is so utterly
unsuited to this country and its attendant condi-
tions so necessarily and irremediably bad, that.
its retention among the sources of ordina
nue should no Jonger be tolerated,. that it should
Dbe laid aside, only to be reproduced in a time of
dire extremity,—such as the mutiny deficit which
first called it into existence.

In comncction with the notice of the Port-
Trust I have to mention that a Sub-Committec
of the Commissioners are now engaged in con-
sidering  whether they can' fall in with the
Chamber’s suggestion for the sclection of a picce
of land on the Howrah side, to form a depdt
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ander the control of the Commissioners, for
the reception of all fully pressed cotton bales
arriving by the Kast Indian Railway. I Dbelicve
the formation of such a depbt would he a boon
to all concerned, that it would materially di-
minish the fraud and harrassment with which
measurements are now carried on, and I trust
the Commissioners may see their way to adopt
the proposal and have their arranagements ma-
tured in time for the next cotton season. The
report notices the concession which Governmeént,
with the concurrence of the Committee of the
Chamber, has made to the Port Commissioners
as regards non-liability for acts and defaults of
their servants: it is an important concession un-
doubtedly, and goes further than English law in
similar cases ; but I think the peculiar civcum-
stances under which our Port Trust was founded
justify the exception, and I hope the view of the
subject taken by the Committee may be endorsed
by Members generally.

The new Act for the regulation and control of
Jjute depdts will come into force on 1st August, and
I understand His Honor the TLieutenant-Gover-
nor has resolved that the provisions of this law
shall at once be extended to Howrah, in view of
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the greatly increased trade in jute which it is
anticipated by many will spring up on that side
of the river hefore very long, partly owing to the
probable condemnation of many of the existing
depdts on the Calcutta side, and partly to the
convenience for transport which the new floating
bridge will afford. As to this latter, the Com-
mittec have been unable recently to get any official
information, but I have learned within the last
24 hours, on I helieve reliable authority, that
the construction of the pontoons is being pushed
forward at home under Mr. Bradford Leslie’s
superintendence; so that this long-talked of work
may at length be considered as fairly in hand.

You will find duly recorded in the report the
decision of the Special Meeting of 12th February,
in connection with the Tonnage Schedule, by
which the amended Schedule was rejected ; so
that the appendix to this Report will contain not
the Schedule agreed to at owr last ordinary
meeting, but that to which we have been
accustomed for some years, changed however
in one or two important particulars. In
common with the rest of the Commitee, I
much regretted and still regret the decision come
1o at the mecting in February, but we, of cowrse,
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accepted it without demur and did not antici-
pate any further action in the matter for the
present. During this month, however, we have
receivéd the letters from the Ship-owners’ Asso-
ciations of Liverpool and London, which, to-
gether - with the Committecs reply thereto, I
now beg to lay upon the table.* Copies of these
letters have, I understand, been circulated among
the members, so you are all doubtless fully.
acquainted with their contents, and you will notice
that the Committee, this day retiring, have in
their reply expressed an opinion against the
expediency of re-opening a question which has
been so recently settled, and regarding which a
good deal of feeling existed at the time, I
believe, however, that some members hold a
different view on this point, and that there does
exist on the part of some a desire to have the
Tonnage Schedule re-considered de novo with-
out delay, asto which the friends in question
ill probably make known their wishes and in-
tentions at a later stage of this day’s proceed-
mgs.

I would ask yowr particular attention to the

# The corvespondence will bs found af page 11,
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amendments in the Customs Act which the Com-
mittee have recommended {o the Board of Reve-
nue, and as nothing further has yet been done in
the matter, there is still opportunity for making
any further suggestions which may appear neces-
sary, and regarding which I am sure the Com-
mittee this day to be elected will be glad to hear
from members.

There are various other matters of minor im-
portance mentioned in the Report, but nothing
which seems to call for special mention at my
hands ; with the foregoing remarks, I therefore
beg to move the adoption of the Committee’s
Report for the half-year ending 80th April 1872.

The resolution moved by the President for the
adoption of the Committee’s Report having been
seconded by Mr. T. Willeox, was put to the meet-
ing and unanimously agreed to.

The following resolutions were similarly
adopted :—

Proposed by the President,

Seconded by My, . C. Morgan,

That the Commitlee’s conditional —election of

- Messrs. Stokes, Coleman and Co., as Members
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of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, be con-
Sirmed.

Proposed by the President,
Seconded by Mr. J, F. Rutherfoord,

That he Committee’s conditionul election of
Mr. N. J. Valetta, as « member of the Com-
mitlee, i the room of Mr. George Whitnoy
proceeded to America, be confirmed.

Proposed by B. D. Colvin, Esq.
Seconded by Evan A. Jack, HEsq.

That the cordial thanks of the Chamber of Com-
merce be given to the Commiltee jor thewr scrvices
during the past half year.

Mr. Willeox addressed the meeting in reference
to the Tonuage Schedule and the letters from
the Liverpool and London Ship-owners’ Associa-
tions, indicating his desire to have the question
re-opened at once, and finally handed ina requisition
sigued in accordance with Rule 17 by his own
and fow other Tirms, for a Special General
Meeting to consider the matter. The requisition
was handed by the Chairman fo the Secretary,
with request that he would take the instruc-
tions of the Committee thereon and communicate

with the requisitionists. The meeting was also
Driefly addressed by Mr. Douglas and Mr. Van-
Cutsem, the latter gentleman deprecating the
renewal of discussion upon the subject.

The Chairman then called upon the serutineers,
Messrs: Murdoch and Pott, for the result of
their examination of the voting cards, which was
declared as follows :—

M. J. C. Murray,

M. J. F. Rutherfoord,

Mr. E. C. Morgan, b}

Mr. W. F. Stutz, 'I

Mr. . A. Apear, #llembcrs of the
|

President.

Vice-President.

Committee.
M. T A. Viasto, omantiee.
Mr. N. J. Valetta,

ALl of these gentlemen were present and
having intimated their willingness to serve,
their clection was duly recorded as the Com-
mittee of the Chamber for the current year,

It was then proposed by Mr. Morgan, seconded
by Mr. Colvin, and unanimously agreed to, that
the thanks of the meeting he given to the
retiring President for his services to the Cham-

©n
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ber during the last three years, Mr. Bullen
Smith in returning thanks for this special vote
of thanks, expressed the honor he had felt done
him by members in three successive eloctions
to the President’s chair, at {he same time stating
his entive concurrence in the recommendation of
the Committee, in face of which he was ineligi-
ble for re-clection on this occasion ; he deemed
it of importance to have a steady flow of mem-
bers through the Committee, as he was sure the
more members became acquainted by actual
service in the executive with the working of
the Chamber, the more fully they would recog-
nize the Chamber as an institution caloulated
to do good serviee and worthy of the support
of the Merchants of this City.

Mr. Muwrray thanked the members of the

Chamber for the honor they had done him, and
he thanked them the more cordially as it had
been entirely unsolicited on his part.

The Mecting then broke up
I W. I WOOD,

Secretary.

11
_ SHIT-OWNERS' ASSOCIATION,
Liverpool, +th April 1872,

. Tng CHAIRMAN or THE
BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.
SR,

I beg to hand you herewith a Requisition from the
leading Ship-owners of this port, Glasgow and Belfast,
relative to the New Tonnage Schedule of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, as also printed copy of the
Proceedings of the Meciings from which the Requisi-
tion emanated.

I may add that in this movement the London Ship-
owners’ Society is quite in accord, aud will communicate
with your Chamber by this mail.

Doubting not that you will give this subject your
carly and best consideration, and trusting that the result
may be a settlement of the question on a basis s
{actory to all parties,

1 remain, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
Jas. MACDONALD,
Chatrman.

At a Meeting of Ship-owners engaged in the Caleutla
Trade, held 19th March 1872, at the Offices of the
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Ship-owners’ Association of I.iverpool, to take into consi-
deration the Tonnage Schedule of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce,

Dresent:

James Macdonald, Bsq., (of Messrs, D. and J. Macdonald
and Chairman of the Liverpool Ship-owners’ Associa~
tion,) in the Chair.

William Tnie, Esq., (of Messrs. Ismay, Imrie and Co.)

Robert Alexander, Bsq.

Peter Douglas, Isq., (of Messre. Stuart and Douglas.)

Henry Coubrough, Isq., (of Messrs. Coubrough, Boyd
and Co.) .

David Jardine, Esq., (of Messrs. Farnworth and Jardine.)

Ldward Jackson, Esq., (of Messrs. Hargrove, Fergusson
and Jackson,)

Robert Rankin, Tsq., (of Messrs, Rankin, Gilmour and
Co.)

Bryce Allan, Bsq., (of Messis. Allan Brothers and Co.)

James Beazley, Tsq., (of the British Ship-owners” Com-
pany.)

W. T, Jacob, Bsq., (of Messrs. Peel, Jacob and Co.)

Alexander Stoddart, Lsq., (of Messts, Stoddart Brothers.)

Jobn M'Dinrmid, Bsq., (of Messrs. M’Diarmid, Green-
shiclds and Co.)

J. G Houghton, Esq., (of Messrs. Houghton, Smith and
Co.)

W. B. Forwood, Esq., (of Messts. Leech, Harrison and
Torwood.)

Heury Heap, Bsq., (of Messrs. Joseph Heap and Sons,)

James Higham, Bsq., of Messrs, Shalleross and Higham,)
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David Fernie, Tsq., (of Messrs. Henry Fernie and Son.)

M. N, Hughes, Isq., (of Messrs. . N. Hughes and
Nephew.)

J.; Southall, Tsq., (of Messrs. . N. Hughes and
Nephew.)

W. Wright, Bsq., (of Messrs. W. and R. Wright.)

W. M. Dixon, Bsq.

Robert G. Allan, Bsq., (of Messrs, Allan Brothers & Co.

Philip Nelson, Bsq., (of Messrs. Nelson and Co.)

Jobn Williamson, Esq., (of Messrs. Williamson, Milligan
and Co.)

Thomas R. Shalleross, Iisq., (of Messrs. Shalleross and
Higham.)

Mathew M. Willis, Esq., (of Messrs. Willis and Co.)

T. G. Bdwards, Isq., (of Messrs. Bushby and ldwards.)

William Rome, Esq., (of Messrs, Iiyre Bvans and Co,
and Chairman of the National Steamship Company.)

C. T. Bowring, Bsq., (of Messrs. C. T. Bowring and Co.)

. 1. Lemon, Bsq., (of Messrs. C. S. Liemon and Co.)

L. H. Macintyre, Bsq., (of Messrs. L. IL Macintyre & Co.)

Communieations were read from

I A. Clint, Iisq., (of Messrs. Clint and Co.)

P. Mackinnon, Isq., (of Messrs. Mackinnon, Frew and
Co ) and

B. C. Nicholson, Iisq, (of Mossis. Nicholson and
MeGill ;)

regretting their inability to attend, and expressing their

approval of the objects of the Meeting,
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The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, stated that
the original practice, dating from 1854, of measuring
Jute and Cotton by the ton of 50 cubic feet had, some
vears since, given place to a so-called ton of 52 cuidc
feet, doubtless arising in the casc of Jute from the fact
that 5 bales of Jute generally measured about 52 cubic
fect ; this system, however, has been the source of
constant annoyances, disputes, and even litigation ; and
though, when the measurement at the screw-houses was
found by Captains to be in excess of 52 cubic feet, pay-
menis have been made t. the ship for such excess mea-
surement, yet, as stated, it is a constant subject of dis-
pute, and a cause of loss and injustice to Ship-owners.
‘I'he malpractices at the screw-houses are notorious, and
it is, moreover, impossible for a Ship-master to attend
to check measurements at these places, as the dis-
tances he requires to traverse are so great, in some cases
156 10 20 miles a day, when he has to go to three or four
screw-houses at a distance from each other ;. it, therefore,
became a pressing necessity, in the interest of the Ship~
owner and of common fiirness and justice, that an
alteration in the practice of measuring Cotton and Jute
should be brought about, and the subject has heen fre-
quently before the Bengal Chamber of Commerce with
that object.

Trom the circular of 19th July 1871 convening .the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, we extract the follow-
ing i—

« The Committee proposc ai an carly date 1o lake up the
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Tevist:

of the existing Tonnage Schedule, in whick sundr:
altevations and additions have been suggested, and I am de-
sired to solicil the fuvor of your making known to the Comi-
millce any recommendalions you wmay have to make upon
this point, as also in vegard fo the measurement of Colton
which matter was beought forwad at last  Genoral
Meeting.”

And also—

« DLhe Chairman then addressed the Meeting on the sub-
jeet of the measurement of Colton, which appears fo be in «
very unsatisfuctory stute al present, and alsv as to the ox-
cessive size of the wp-country serawed bales whick now ar~
rive i such large quantitics, and are shipped direct from
Iowral to the vessel for whick they are intended ; the Com-
mittee had not at present any definite vesolution fo propose
on this subject, but as it was one which they would soon be
compelled to tale up in some form or other, he solicited the
vicws of members for their better guidance. From commu-
nications received by the Commitlee it wus evident some
members thought a general revision of the Tonnage Schedule
neeessary ; others would like fo have all Cotton measured
alongside instead of at the wharf, so as to protect the ship
Jvom the great increase of size which in the case of the bulk
of up-country screwed bales undoubtedly arises between the
wharf and the ship, makiny the ton often 60 lo 65 fect,
instead of 52 feet. The system of having a public mea-
surer, with a syfficient and competent staff of assistants,
such as has lately been in foree with suceess ‘in Bombay at
a cost of half an anna per bale, found also faver with
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wmany; and the Chairman invited members to consider these
various suggestions, and communicate freely with the Coms
miltee respecting them.”

At the General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce on 16th December 1871, it was decided by a
large majority that an alteration of the Tonnage Sche-
dule should take effect from 1st July 1872 ; the altera-
tions were, mainly, that Jute, Hemp, Cotton and Saf-
flower, instead of paying freight per ton of 5 bales not
exceeding 52 cubic feet, should now pay freight upon
the ton of 50 cubic feet, without reference to the num-
Dber of bales, the measurement to be taken in Calcutta
(the question of the mode of taking measurement heing
kept in abeyance). Also, it was decided that India-
rubber be reduced from 18 cwt. to 16 cwt. ; Ginger,
Turmerie, Oats, and Myrabolams from 16 cwt. to 12 ewt.
per {reight ton ; and further, that the term dead weight,”
which hitherto has had a very loose signification, was
defined to comprise the following articles only, viz.,Sugar,
Sultpetye, Rice, Wheat, Grain, Dholl, Pecas, and all me-
tals. Seeds, 'in future, not to be deemed “ dead weight,”
by the custom of the port.

These proposed changes, it will be scen, were all of
henfit to the Ship-owner ; they would tend to the aboli-
tion of the malpractices already referred to, and the cos-
sation of the consequent annoyances” and disputes, and

were all in tlxe_in(crcsts:ofjusticc:xmdlwlmt is reasonable
and fair. )
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It is, however, much to be regretied that interested
parties strongly opposed to these changes have proved
sufficiently active and powerful to obtain on 12th Febru- -
ary last not only a reversal of the decision of 16th De-
cember referred to, and a return to the original Schedule,
but several alterations which are still more injurious to
the interests of Ship-owners, such as that Linseed and
Rapeseed arc declared to be “dead weight” by the
custom of the port; that Jute of any weight up to 400
Ibs. may be shipped without question as to weight, and
that all Cotlon and Jute must be measured at the screw-
Louses.

This decision heing so adverse to the interests of Ship-
owners, and as many of the Ship-owners’ representatives
in Caleutta do not appear to have advocated their in-
terests by protest or otherwise, it has been considercd
desirable to call together all those Ship-owners who are
interested in the Calcutta Trade, in order to obtain their
views and take action accordingly.

After some discussion, the following resolutions were
put and carried unanimously : —

It was moved by Robert Rankin, Tsq.; seconded by
Poter Douglas, Tisq ; and Resolved unanimously —

“ That this Meeling considers the decision of the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce of 12th Fobruary last,
respecting the Tounage Schedule, as unjust and injurious
to the' interests of Ship-owners; and at same time this
Meeting expresses its regret that many Caleutta Houses

o
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representing Ship-owners have not given that considera-
tion to their interests in this matter that Ship-owners are
entitled to expect.”

It was moved by James Beazley, Esq.; saconded by
W. T. Jacob, Bsq. ; and Resolved unanimovsly—

“That this Meeting considers the revised Schedule
agreed to by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on the
16th December last to be a fair and equitable one, and
this Meeting pledges itself to endeavour to obtain a re-
versal of the decision of the 12th February, and have that
of the 16th December substituted, with the addition, that
the only just method for the measurement of Cotton and
Jute is to have the same taken on the ship’s deck or on
the lighter alongside.”

It was moved by William Rome, Bsq. : scconded by
by R. G. Allan, Bsq. ; and Resolved unanimously—

« That as it is important there should be united action
it is desirable that London and other Ship-owners shoulti
be invited to co-operate with those of Liverpool in this
matter, and in order to obtain their concurrence, as well
asthe objects of this Meeting, the following Gevnﬂemen
be appointed a Committee to carry same into effect, and
report to a subsequent Meeting, viz :— ’

Messrs, Jas. Beazley,
Wm. Rome,
D. Jardine,
R. Rankin,
J. Macdonald,
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Messis. P. Douglas,
. F. A. Clint,
J. Williamson,
B. C. Nicholson.
R. G. Allan,
with power to add to their number.”

4 vote of thanks to. the Chairman was carried unani-
wmously, and the Mceting terminated.

(Sd) Janes MaCDONALD,

Chairman.

Ar 4 MpprixG nELD 21sT MArcm, 1872.
Preosent :

Messrs. James Macdonald, (in the Chair,) Beazley,
Jardine, Williamson, Rankin, Shalleross, Rome, Macin-
tyre, Jackson, Nelson, Douglas, Thomas Bell, T. Boult
and Davies.

The Dralt of Requisition to the Chairman of the Ben-
gal Chamber of Commerce having been read,

Tt was moved by T. R. Shallcross, Tsq. ; scconded by
F. Boult, Bsq.; and Resolved wnanimously—

«That the Requisition to the Chairman of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce be approved, and after being
signed by Ship-owners engaged in the trade, be sent along
with copies of the Procecdings at the Meetings on the
39th and 21st instant, by an early mail to Caleutta.”
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It was moved by L. IL, Macintyre, Iisq. ; seconded by
Thomas Bell, Bsq. ; and Resolved unanimously—

< That this Mecting instructs that copics of the Pro-
ceedings of the Meelings of the 19th and 21st instant,
and of the Requisition to the Chairman of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce be sent to the Mercantile Houses
at Caleutta, with the request that the same should re-
ceive their best consideration, and also that Ship-owners
be requested to insiruet their Caleutta correspondents to
act upon the suggestions and Resolutions agreed to.”

(Signed) Janns MACDONALD,

Chairman.

Liverpool, 21st Mazch 1372,
Te tip CHAIRMAN, BENGAL CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.

Str,—We, the undersigned, representing almost the

whole of the Ship-owners of the Port of Liverpool en-

gagedin the Caleutta trade, beg fo present for the con-

sideration of yowsell and that of your Chamber, the

accompanying Minutes of Procecdings of Mectings held

here on the 19th and 21st instant, respecting the recent

alterations in the Bengal Chamber of Commerce Tonnage
Schedule.

Webeg to remind your Chamber that there aro two

parties to every agreement, and it appears to us bat

in the decision of your Chamber of 12th Tebruary last,
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ihe Ship-owners’ views were mot fairly represented, or,
if represented, were over-ruled by parties solely in the
interest of shippers.

We must express our regret that before acting so pre-
cipitately, in reversing the action of yourown Chamber
by rescinding the Resolution passed only two.months
previously, your Chamber did not give time to ship-
owners to express their views on the question at issue.

While strongly representing these points, and also
that the views expressed in the Resolutions passed at
the meeting held here on the 19th instant cannot be
considered otherwise than reasonable and just, it is, at
the same time, our desire to arrange with shippers upon
such a fair and equitable basis as will give Shippers and
Ship-owners their mutval rights.

You will perceive we ask only for that which your
own Chamber has admitied to be a necessity, (Vide
Proceedings, Bengal Chamber of Commerce shewn in
Circular, 19th July 1871) therefore we cannot but be-
Jeve that when you submit our views to your Chamber,
which we request you to do at an early date, the Tonnage
Schedule will be amended in conformity therewith, thus
terminating what has been a constant source of dispute
and irritation,

We are, Sir,
Your obedient Servants,
Thos. and John Brocklehank.
James Beazley.
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D. and J. Macdonald.
Farnworth and Jardine.
Nicholson and McGill.
Alfred Holt.

Clint and Co.

Rankin, Gilmour and Co.
Stuart and Douglas.
‘Thos. and Jas. Iarrison.
L. H. Macintyre and Co.
Nelson and Co.

Willis and Co.
MecDiarmid, Greenshields and Co.
Moran, Galloway and Co.
Donald Kennedy and Co.
Andrew E. Byrne and Co.
C. 8. Lemon and Co.

8. R. Graves, 1. »,

Allan Brothers and Co.
Bdward Bates and Sons,
Eyre, Bvans and Co.
W. Rome, Chairman National Steam Co.

Jsmay Tmric and Co., Occanic Steam Navigtion
Co., Ld.

Tsmay Trie and Co.

Rathbone Brothers and Co.

Joseph Heap and Sons.

Hargrove, Fergusson and Jackson.
R. Alexander.

W. and R, Wright.

Williamson, Milligan and Co.
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‘W. Jacob.

C. J. Bowring and Co.

Trancis Boult and Co.

H. N. Hughes and Nephew.

John 8. de Wolf and Co.

Stoddart Brothers,

Houghton, Smith and Co. :

Ballour, Williamson and Co.

Henry Fernie and Sons.

C. G. Cowie Sons and Co.

Shalleross and Higham.

G. W. Fletcher and Co.

W. P. Sinclair and Co.

TLeceh, Harrison, Forwood and Co.

Chas. Kellach and Co.

Sandbach, Tinne and Co.

W. . Dixon.

Thomas Bell.

Mackinnon, Frew and Co.
per pro. G. Wright.

Geo. Warren and Co.

‘Wm. Killey and Co.

W. and J. Herron.

Lancaster Ship-ewners’ Co., Ld.
per pro. Wm. Craig.

Richard Nicholson and Sons.
James Malcolm.

Thomas Royden and Sons.
Bushby and Edwards.
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TLamport and Holt.

W. Prowse and Co.

James . Corry and Co. of Belfast and

Ji | Rob. Rankin by special authority.

The following Glasgow Firms send special authority

to Messrs. Allan, Brothers and Co., to sign for them :—
George Smith and Sons,
James and Alexander Allan.

aninute of Proceedings of a Public Meeting held here on
the 3rd instant, respecting the recent alterations in the
Tonnage Schedule of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

In requesting you to submit, ab an carly date to the
Chamber, the views expressed in the resolutions of the
meeting, we may state that as the Ship-owners had no

intimation of any intention on the' part of your Cham-

Ter to rescind the resolution which was passed only two
A. G. Kidston and Co. months previously, they consequently had no opportu-
Watson Brothers. nity of expressing their opinion on the questions at
John H. Watt. .

bt . issue,
! Aitkin, Lilburn and Co.

g J. and A. Roxburgh.
' "\: Thomas Skinner and Co,
b J. and R. Young and Co,
Allan C. Gow and Co.
P, Henderson and Co.
R. and J. Craig.
i |, . Tor the above by special authority

We have therefore now to request on the part of the
shipping interest, that your Chamber will be pleased to
acquiesce in the resolutions adopted by the public meet-
ing and cause the Tonnage Schedule to be amended in
conformity therewith, and so remove what cannot fail to
prove a souree of constant dispute and annoyance, '

Ve have .

: Allan, Brothers and Co. We have the honor to e,

i

. . GENTLEMEN,

i CGuyenat, Suir-owsens' Socizty, Your most obedient Servants,

o 12, 87 Micuarr’s Aniey, ConNnmiLr. A. W. ROBINSON, Chairmas.

Londou, 8rd April 1872, W. STRANG, Deputy-Chairman,

{DNILEMEN,—As Chairman  and Deputy-Chairman

o N . To e CUARMAN AND MEMBERS
of the General Ship-owners’ Society, London, we have the

. i 1o N ! or tue BENGAL ClamBig or
honor to submit for the consideration of yourself and the 5 Cranie ox
other Mombers of your Chamber, the accompanying CoxMEeRcE, CALCUTTA,

ying
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To 1me CHAIRMAN axp MEMBERS or Tire
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.

GENTLEMEN,—We, the undersigned, Ship-owners of the
Port of London engaged in the Caleutta Trade present
for your consideration the accompanying minutes of
Proceedings of a public meeting held on the 3rd April
respeeting the recent alteration made by your Chamber
in the Tonnage Schedule.

We beg to remind you thal your Chamber gave no
intimation to Ship-owners of an intention on the part of
your Chamber to rescind a resolution passed enly two
months previously ; and consequently there was no op-
portunity afforded of expressing owr opinion on the sub-
jeet. We, therefore, respectfully trust that you will be
pleased to re-consider your laie resolution and acquiesce
in the luti bmitted to, and unani ly adopt-
cd by the public meeting and cause the Tonnage Sche-
dule to be amended in conformity therewith, thereby
removing what otherwise cannot fail to prove a source
of constant dispute and annoyance.

We are,
GENTLEMEN,
Your most obedient Servants,
R. & I Green.
F. Green and Co.
George Marshall and Sons,
Donald Cuwrric and Co,
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Thos. and Wm. Smith.
Gilmour, Rankin, Strang and Co.
George L, Munro and Co.
John Allan and Sons.
W. H. Tindall and Co.
Thos. B. Walker,
Thos. Bibby and Co.
Devitt and Moore.
G. D. Tyser and Co:
Suvet and Simpson.
Henry Holmes.
Park Brothers.
A. R. Bdridgo.
H. Somerset Mackenzie,
Jas. Shepherd and Co.
Gico. A. Herring and Co.
Montgomerie and Greenhorne.
Geo. Duncan and Co.
Gellatly, Hankey, Sewell and Cos
Goslunar Smith.
Shaw Maxton and Co.
Alex. Howden and Co.
Alfred Wallen, Seey. Merchant Ship-
ping Co.,  Ld.”
Robt. L. Hunter.
Shaw Savill and Co.
Galbraith, Stringer, Pembroke and Co.
T. Haviside and Co,
Temperleys, Carter and Darke.
per pro. Thomas Skinner and Co,
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M. W, Jamieson and Co.
C. Norwood and Co.
Anderson, Anderson and Co:
Livingston, Briggs and Co.
Tatham and Co.

Henry Ellis and Sons.
John Lidgett and Sons.
Mills and Milne.

Ldward Bagehot and Co.
For Stuckey and Bagehot.
Saml. Hicks.

Chatles Gumm and Co.

GENERAL SHIP-0WNDRS Socrgry,
12, St. Michael’s Alley, Cornlill,
London, 3rd April 1872.

At a Meeting of Ship-owners engaged in the Easterr
Trade, but more particularly that of Caleutta, held this
day ab the Offices of the General Ship-owners’ Socicty of
London, convened for the purpose of taking into consi-
deration the Tonmage Schedule of the 12th February
last agreed to by the Bengal Chamber of Commoerce,

The Chairman having explained the object of the

Meeting, the following Rosolutions were unanimously
adopled :—

1. That this Mceting,
the Chairman, arc of opinion th:

having heard the statement of
ab the recent alterations
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of the 12th February last effeeted by the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce in regard to the Tonnage Schednle are
ot only adverse to the interests of Ship-owners but un-
just and caleulated to ercate great anmoyance and fre-
quent disputes.

IL That this Mocting regard the proviously revised
Schedule of the 16th December last agreed to by the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce to have been fair and
cquilable, and that, therefore, cvery endeavour be now
made to obtain a reversal of the vecent alterations and
to effect a return to the revised Schedule of the 16th
December.

TL  That this Mecting considers that the nicasure-

* ment of Cotton and Jule ought to be taken on the ship’s

deck or on the lighters alongside, such being the only
just and true method of measurement, and that this be
also pressed upon the notice of the Bengal Chamber,

IV. That the above Resolutions selting forth the
views of this Meeting be forwarded to the Chairman
and Members of the Chamber of Commerce, and that
Ship-owners request their Agents in Caleubta to repre-
sent their views and advocate their interests, and also
strictly act upon the suggestions and resolutions now
unanimously agreed to,

A. G. ROBINSON,
Chaiman.
WILLIAM STRANG,
Deputy-Chairman.
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BrxcaL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Caleutta, 14t May 1872:

JAMES MACDONALD, Esq,

Chairman Skip-owners' Association,
L1vERPOOL.
Sig,
I am instructed by the Committee of the Bengal

Chamber of Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of”

your letter of the 4th April, forwarding eopy of Minutes:
of Proceedings of a Meeting of the Ship-owners of the
Port of Liverpool which had been held for the purpose
of taking into consideration the Tonmage Schedule
adopted by this Chamber on the 12th February last.

The resolutions adopted by the Ship-owners’ Associa-
tion, and the communications with which you have
been good enough to place them hefore this Chamber,
have had the carcful altention of the Commitice, by
whom they will be submitted for the consideration of
Menibers of the Chamber ab their next General Meobing
10 be held about the end of this month.

In the meantime the Committee desive me.lo submit
a brief account of their own action in the matter, as
the Exceative of the Chamber, and of the circumstances.
leading to the result which forms the subject of your
representation, )

Larly Jast year the revision of the Tonnage Schedulo
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was considered cssentially necessary in consequence of
numerous referencos made to the Chamber regarding a
variety of items of Indian produce which had become arbi-
cles of considerable export since the Schedule of May 1859
came into force ; and the Commitbee, with the assist-
ance of some members who had heen invited to co-

* operate with them, made various additions and altera-

tions which appeared desirable to introduce into the
Schedule, With reference, however, to the long estab-
lished custom regarding the measurement ton of 52
cubie fect it was thought better that any change in that
respect should emanate from members themselves ; bub
the Committee considered it proper that a foot-note
should be added to the Schedule as « guide and for in-
formation that the articles to which that measurement
referred were packed in bales warying in weight from
3007D. to 40016,

This revised Schedule was submitted to a Special
General Meeling of the Chamber held on the 30th
August last, and the mecting resolved that if no objec-
tions were raised by the 15th of the following month,
the Schedule in its amended form should be held as
approved and adopted by the Chamber, with cffect
from Ist May 1872.

The President on the same occasion brought before
the meeting the subject of cotton measurement, express-
ing his regreb that only two members of the Chamber
had responded to the Committec’s invitation for an
anriouncement of their views on that important question.
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Adverting to the previous suggestion in May last of
Jicensed public measurers, he mentioned that the Port
Commissioners had signified their willingness to appoint;
such, on an asswrance that their measurement would he
accepted alike by shippers and ships’ agents ; but inas-
much as a comparatively small proportion of the cotton
trade passed through the works wnder the control of
the Commissioners, it was thought that a rate per bale
sufficient to sccure the serviees of good reliable men
would press too heavily on the limited amount of cotton
cargo likely to pass over the Jetties, In many respects
the most feasible plan scemed to him to have the mea-
surement; taken at port of discharge, as is the case with
measurement freight, generally, —measwing alongside in
cases where the freight was payable in Caleutta : to this,
however, ib was objected, and not without \-eas:on, that
such a course would, with an article like cotton, leave
the amount of fieight too uncer ain, and might render
difficult exact adherence to limits on the p?ut of pur-
(j]lmsers, and possibly lead to repudiation of orders,
There remained the plan of measuring 2 i
side the ship, but this was 5“0":1;"”1011];;‘1131 :(‘\”"];:’:
many of the most influential firms i: the p‘]z\cc y
practically impossible with fairness to
owing to the undue pressuro which
Z(:“l;;\;%l;thotzol::z; ])'}J,\ltlcnl;‘, oleIiIcers on the sirears in
Commitics Tad nop thes q:‘e?l‘(lc;.“'4103muul that the
Defore members, hut the suif} ol Schm'"c o
s jeck would continue to re-

attention, as, from enquiries made Ly him

, as heing
all concerned,
would prolably

ceive their

since the matter was last Dbefore the Chamber, he had
beecome aware that the cvils of the existing system
were even greater than he had imagined, and that there
was daily practised a large amount of bribery and cor-
rupbion in conncetion with the measurement of cotton,
which was highly disereditable to the trade and produc-
tive of heavy loss to vessels carrying that staple.

Considerable discussion ensued ; and finally the fol-
lowing resolution was passed on the motion of the Pre-
sident, as Dbeing one step towads the removal of the
evils complained of, secing that to put before the parties
sent to measure al the serew-house small bales contain-
ing less than the proper weight of cotton and which
were not intended to be shipped, was a common mode
of deception practised.

Resolved that it s desirable to conform to the terms of
the Chamber's freight Schedule which provide that cotton,
as wrement freight, be 1 on the shipping
wharf, inslead of al the screw-house as is now generally
done; and that the members of the Chamber now present
pledge themselves, in their respective transactions, fo
carry out this Resohttion, as fur as possible, with a view
to diminish the corruplion attondant wupon the presont
system of measwrement.

Reverting “to the Schedule, exceptions  were faken
to some of the proposed alterations which involved its
further revision; but before the Committee had the
opportudiity of re-submitling the amended scale, a ques-

L




3

tion arose of material concern to Shippers and Ship-
owners, which required o be separately considered and
disposed of.

The question was whether in a charter providing for a
certain proportion of dead weight, the charterers were en-
titled to ship rapesced as-such dead weight ; and the refer-
ence having been submitted to members, the result was
that a very large majority vecorded the opinion that under
the charter-party rapeseed could not be shipped as * deud
weight.”

This decision confirmed the Committee’s own view of
the point, and they were of opinion that it was a fitting
opportunity for declaring in the Tonnage Schedule what
articles constituted «dead weight ;” they therefore added
the additional foot-note which declared that the term
¢ dead weight” shall be understood to mean the following
articles: “saltpetre, sugar, rice, wheat, gram, rllwli
peas, and all metals,”

With these and other minor amendments the Schedule
avas submitted to a General Mecting held on the 16th
December : a lengthened discussion ensued, chiefly as
to the advisability of reducing the measurement ton
frqm. 52 to 50 feet, on which subject much difference of
opinion existed ; ultimately, however, the Schedule was
f\_do])‘z(}(l, with the further amendments that, the ton :jf
,J}lte, cotlon, and similuly screwed articles be altered
from 52 to 50 feet, and that the measurement thereof he
taken on any  shipping-whaxf within o radius 8f 5 miles

from the Custorn House: the Schedule to come into
force from 1st July 1872

Thus finally settled and accepted, the Committee
hoped that the Schedule would be found to worl satie-
factorily for all” interests; that its adoption would be
the means of averting any future inconveniences ; and.
that all parties would abide by its provisions.

Tn this hope however they were disappointed ; a letter,
of which a copy is annexed, was civeulated generally
by a fum, not members of the: Chamber, bub largely
engaged in the trade of this porb both as shippers and
ship agents; and the views therein expressed having
found large support @ requisition under the rules of the
Chamber was made to the Commitiee to convene a
Special Meeting for the consideration of the quesbions:
{hereby raised.

A meeting of the Chamber was accordingly held on:
12th February, at which a majority of members carried
the resolutions by which the Schedule of 1859—with
the additional articles subscquently introduced—-—was
re-adopted, measurement of cotlon to be taken ab sorew-
Touses, and linseed and rapesced were included among
the articles comprehended in the term « dead weight.”

Having thus summarised the proceedings o the
Chamber in this respect and brought them to the
point abwhiclr your Association. hias taken up the ques-
tion, the Committee proceed to reply to your reference.
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The substance of the first and sccond Resolutions
adopted by the Mecting in Liverpool is that the Sehe-
dule of 12th February is not only adverse to the
interests of ship-owners, but unjust and caleulated to
create greab annoyance and frequent disputes, and that
the Schedule of 16th December is regarded by you as
fair and cquitable, and should therefore be adhered to
in substitution of that by which it was displaced.

After the vecital of their action in this matter it is scavce-
Iy necessary to add that the view which tho Committee
took of a question which touched the interests of both
ship-owners and exporters of produce has been confirmed
Dy the opinions which your Association entertain and
express ; and that they were guided by what appeaved
to them a proper and reasonable regard for the interests
of both sides and by a desive to frame a scale whicli
would serve the purpose of securing for all parties a
fairly defined and equitable rule for general observauce.

The Committee having been over-ruled in this respect,
it is manifestly their duty to accept the decision at
which the Chamber arrived, and they are of opinion
—much as they may regret that decision—that it is not
desirable now to re-open the discussion of a question
which has heen so recently settled, although they will
not fail to submit at the next General Meeting of the
Chamber the corvespondence with which they have
been honored by yourselves and the l'cpl'csentn;/i\'os of

shipping interests in  London, Glasgow, and other
places. ’
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On the subject of the Resolution which touches the:
question  of measurement, , the Committee - desire me
to express their concwrrence in the remark that measure-
ment on the ships’ deck or on the lighters alongside
js the only just and true® method of ascerlaining the
actual quantity of measurement-cargo shipped, and if
that system could be carried out nothing twould be
wanting to satisfy the shipper and ship-owner as to the
freight tonnage to he adjusted between them:; and this
system has not been lost sight of in the general discus-
sion ; indeed it has been advocated Dy several members
of the Chamber: but the practical working of such
aplan would be attended with difficultics and inconve-
niences which can only be understood and appreciated
by those who arc on the spot and familiar with the
process of loading vessels in this port. The nearest
approach to the best means of ascerlaining the correct
measurement such as would satisfy the shipper and ship-
master is that which the Committee recommended, and
which the Chamber at one time pledged itself to adopt,
viz., measurement on the wharf; bub even in this respect,
with regard to cotton bales, the meeting of 12th February
determined to have the measurement taken at the serew-
house ; and there the matter vests for the present.

Tt was suggested however that with the assistance of
the Commissioners for the- Port of Calcubta arrange-
ments might be made for measuring at some convenient
place on the Howrah side of the river, immediately op-
posite to Caleutta, serewed bales of cotton brought down
Dy the Tast Indian Railway ; this would be a great faci«
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fity 5 and as the measurement would be made by a staft”

of mea s cmployed by the Commissi —the ex-
pense of such establishmeni being defrayed by a small
fee on each bale—there is every reason to believe that
on this point shippers and ship-masters would be mu-
tually satistied.

As the jetty accommodation on the Caleutta side of
the river inereases and becomes available for export as
well as import cargo, similar armangements will follow
for taking measurements, and in proportion as the num-
ber of improved presses is augmented there will be
found shippers whose interest it will e to have their
freight payable on actual measurement, and not upon
an arbitrary ton of 52 feet, irrespeclive of the actual
size of the bales, as at present. Indeed, already the
Committee sco signs of diminishing opposition to the
amendment of the Schedule which they desived to intro-
duce ; and they hope to find their hands strengthened,
when the subject is again brought forward, by the ex-
pression of opinion which the members of your Associa-
tion have doubtless communicated to their respective
correspondents here.

The Committee deem it vight to mention that the o
position to the Schedule lately proposed was
means confined to export fims, but w.

i
by no
. as joined in by
the largest consignees of tonnage in this port. i

Tam, Sir, your obedient Servant,
H.W. L WOooD,
Seoreluryy,
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Caleutle, 30th December 1871,

Dear Sirs,—The resolutions adopted, on Saturday
the 1Gth, by the Chamber of Commeree, with reference
to the Tonnage Schedule, are in our opinion so cntirely
unnecessary and unealled for that we venture to ask an
expression of the opinion and wishes of those more im-
‘mediately interested in the subject.

As to owselves we protest against the resolutions as
mischicvous beeause subversive of the existing sehedule,
which had been deliberately adopted a few years ago by
a Committee of practical men, and which has never
cvoked any substantial complaint that we are aware of.

The resolution as respeets cotton will simply be in-
operative, for shippers will not submit to the exposure
of so valuable an article to the inclemency of the wea-
ther on the ghaut.

Thile concurring in the abstvact with the Chamber's
definition of dead weight, we demur entively to its late
decision in the case of an Italian vessel, and contend
that when 4 to ¢ dead weight is provided for in charter-
parbies it is trifling with common sense to suppose that
cither the ship-owner ov chavterer contemplated by that
phrase the present definition of the Chamber of Com-
meree,

Assuming the necessity of protecting ship-owners and
charterers from the consequences of their own ignorance,
which is a very large assumption indeed, we submit that
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if the Chamber considered it incumbent upon itself to
designate the definition of «dead weight,” it was still
more i bent upon it to designate the category in
which sceds are to be included for the future, because
seeds represent a very large and growing proportion of
our export trade.

The simple fact is that in all charter-partics concluded
in Barope or America where certain proportions of dead
weight are specified, Lin or Raposced is universally
meant, and the exclusion, in most cases, with the occa-
sional limitation of Teel and TPoppy, and the provision,
sometimes, (when the class of ship requires it) that so
much of the dead weight should consist of Sugar, Rice
or Saltpetre clearly indicates that this is the plain intent,
and meaning of both parties to such charters.

If we may be permitted to make a suggestion we
should say «let well alone,” and that if Caleutta feels
itself called upon to teach ship-owners and charterers
their business with respeet to the definition of dead
weight o twelve months’ notice should be given of its
benevolent intention.

Believing that, without the warrant of urgent, neces-
sity or the approval of the large body of merchants more
immediately interested, nothing is more pernicious in
business than objectless changes which unscttle customs
and usages, tend to excite litigation, provoke further
modifications to remedy previous mistakes, a
ad infinitun, we conclude by submitting, fo

nd so on
v assent or
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the reverse —the following propositions, subject to- such
modilication as may be deemed necessary :—

First,
remain intact.

That the Tonnage Schedule now in force should

Second.—That cotton should be measured ab the screws
as heretofore.

Third.—That the {erm dead weight in ch:u‘l;cr-pzu'hi(‘}s
should be held to include, as hitherbo, Lin or Rapesced.

Fourth.—That in American charter-parties the term
dead weight should be held to include properly screwed
Jute or Butts of 875 to 400 Ibs. to the bale.

Fifth.~That nothing in the foregoing shall be held to
debar ship-owners from stipulating speeially in chavter-
partios for such proportions of Sugar, Rice, Saltpetre,
‘Wheat, Teel, Poppy and Castor Sced as they may deem
advisable. )

Siath.—That in the event of the approval of the fore-
going propositions by the majority of the fil'nls whose
names are nobed at foot, such should he submitted to the
Chamber of Commerce for confirmation.

‘We are,
Dear Sifs,
Yours faithfully,
J. NICOL FLEMING AND CO.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Rerorr oF i CoMMITTEE FOR THE HALF-YEAR
ENDED 301 Aprin 1872,

The Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the past
half-year.

The late Barl of Mayo.

Since the last ordinary general meeting of the
Chamber the Viceroyalty of British India has
passed into other hands, owing to the deplorable
assassination of Lord Mayo at Port Blair in Feb-
ruary last. This is not the place to enlarge
upon the character of the administration which
has been thus prematurely brought to a close ;
but the Committce feel that they cannot issue
their half-yearly Report without recording their
deep regret at this most lamentable occurrence,
Ty which the country has lost an able and upright
yuler, and the commercial interests of India a
sincere and hearty well-wisher.
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The Budget.
_ The usual annual Budget Statement was pre-
sented on the 6th April by the Financial Mem-

ber of the Government, showing that the year -

1870-71 had heen finally’ closed with a surplus of
13 million, while 1871-72 was likely to result
still amore favorably, the excess of ordinary
income over expenditure being 23 millions, with a
probability of reachig a somewhat higher figure
when the accounts are made up. Altogether
it would appear that the surplus of the last two
financial years may be fairly reckoned at 5 mil-
lions sterling, a highly satisfactory slate of affairs
ascompared with the constantly recurring-defi-
cits of former years. The Budget estimate for
the year 1872-73 shows a small prospective sur-
plus of I million, and your Committee regret
that Government has not seen its way to remove
or materially diminish any of the public bur-
dens which have from {ime to time been more
specially pointed out as unsuitable to this coun-
try and likely to interfere with its material pros-
perity. The provisional character of the Glo-
vermment under whose auspices the late Budget
was introduced will, perhaps, in the judgment of
some, sufficiently justify the disinclination shown

|
|
|

i
|
|
|
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to make any alteration in the sources of the
public revenue, and the Committee doubt not
that the items they have alluded to will receive
during the year the attention they deserve at the
hands of our new Viceroy, and that when next
Budget-day comes round, His Excellency will be
prepared to deal with them impartially and liber-
ally to the extent the then financial position of
the Government may admit. Your Committee
entirely concur in the universal condemnation
with which the needless accumulation of the Cash
BRalances has been greeted, finding as they do - in
the Budget Statement no sufficient justification
why these should stand at the enormons figure
of 24} millions; equally unnecessary appear to
your Committee the new loans raised in England
during the past financial year, and they trust that
the strong expression of public feeling which
has heen clicited may not be altogether fruitless
in preventing such wasteful finance in time to
come. The steadily increasing requivements of
the Secretary of State and the important bear-
ing their supply has upon the exchanges must
be apparent to every member of the Chamber.
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Jetties and Wharves.

During the past half-year the Port Commis-
sioners have been engaged in framing a Sche-
dule of bye-laws for the working of the jetties
and regulation of traffic at the inland vessels’
wharves, in connection with which reference was
made to your Committee, who now submit for
the information of Members the correspondence
which has passed on the subject. The rules as
finally settled by the Board of Commissioners
and approved by the Local Government have
since been published for general information ; bub
it will, of course, remain the duty of the Com-
mittee of the Chamber to waich their practical
working and endeavour to obtain the modification
of any which may he found to press hardly or in-
conveniently on the trade of the Port. "The pros-
perity which has attended the operations of the
Port-Trust so far and the manifest henefits
which its works, even in their present ircom-
plete state, have conferred upon the commerce
of Caleutta, form matter of congratulation, and

-warrant all concerned in looking hopefully for-

ward to the time when the Commissioners shall

enter on the more extended sphere ultimately
intended for them,
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The Committee also submit a correspondence
which has passed between the Chamber and
the Government of Bengal touching the res-
ponsibility of the Port Commissioners ; and the
Jommittee trust the Members of the Chamber
generally may approve of their recommendation
that the Commissioners should enjoy the same
immunity as was extended to the Marine Au-
thorities when the aflairs of the Port were
directly under their control.

Trom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Calcutta, 16th October 1871.
I am directed by the Licutenant-Governor to forward
to you a copy of the accom-
* No. 1756, dated 9th instant.  panying letter,* with its enclo-
sures in original, from the Com-
missioners for making improvements in the Port of Cal-
cutta, and to say that His Honor wounld be glad to be
favored with the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce
on the Byelaws for landing and delivery of goods ab the
jetties which the Commissioners propose to introduce.

2. Tamto roquest that you will be good enough to
return the copy of the rules with your reply.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 184 November 1871.

T am directed by the. Committce of the Chamber of
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Commerce to acknowledge the reccipt of your lebter No,
3219 of 16th ultimo, giving cover to a communication
from the Port Commissioners who submit for the Lieute-
nant-Governor’s approval and sanction certain hye-laws
and rules for landing and delivery of goods at the jetties,
and regarding which the Chamber’s opinion is called for,

The Committee have duly considered the subject of
your reference, and they desire me to state, in reply, that
with the exception of Nos, 13, 14, 15 and 17 the bye-
laws and rules proposed by the Commissioners have the
Chamber’s approval.

No. 13 requires the production of Bills of Lading ac-
companied by delivery orders from the master or agent
of a vessel before delivery of goods landed at the jottics.

To this provision under ordinary circumstances there
can be no objection ; bul the operation of the rule would
be attended with considerable practical inconveni in
instances where the arrival of a vessel precedes the re-
ceipt of Bills of Lading. A steam ship vid the Suez
Canal may make an wnusually quick passage and reach
Caleutta before arrival of the mail conveying the shipping
documents : and in the event of a mail being Tost (and
the case of the ¢ Carnatic” obviously suggests that pro-
bability) the effect of the proposed rule would be to bar
the delivery of goods until the duplicate Bills of Lading
were produced, In such a contingency the Committe:
cannot doubt but that the Commissioners would be under
the necessity of relaxing the rule ;and it is with the
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view of providing for a case of this kind and generally
where Bills of Lading cannot reasonably be produced that
the Committee propose that the Commissioners should be
empowered to deal with special cases, so that consignees
of goods may obtain delivery with the least delay and
inconvenience.

Rule 14~as it stands, does not sufficiently provide for
the due discharge of a master’s duby with regard to the
right delivery of metals : it leaves it optional with the
master to separate various lots and marks, and under that
option the O issi ? vesponsibility to i for
correct delivery is removed.

The Committee are of opinion that the Commissioners
should malke it compulsory upon the master of a vessel,
discharging metals ab a jebty, to separate each lot with its
respective marks, and to hold the ship liable to them for
any claim arising out of incorrect delivery, and which
they may have to satisfy in the event of the master fail-
ing to make the required separation.

The Committee therefore propose that Rule 14 be
amended as follows :—

“ When metals are landed at the jetties masters of
vessels shall separafe the various lots and marks ; other-

. wise the ships will be responsible to the Commissioners

for any claim from consignees for incorrect delivery.”

1t is also proposed that this rule be numbered 5.

Rule 15, The Committee consider it necessary that a
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special notice of 2¢ hours should be given to the con-
signees of packages containing jewelry, precious stones,
or specie before their removal from a vessel.  Ordinarily,
consignees of such packages would promptly apply for
them, but the notice niay in some instances be necessary
and should be given.

Rule 17. The exemption of the Commissioners from
responsibility extends far beyond what in the Commit-
tee’s judgment the Commissioners should be liable for,
and they propose to amend this rule by omitting the
words “ chafage” or ““ o0il,” * nor for any damage done
in course of landing,”—thus limiting the exemption to
damage by salt water or fire in ihe ielty sheds or
enclosure,

The Committee confine their present remarks to the
points which they consider of sufficient moment to press
on the attention of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor B
they hope the regulations proposed by the Commissioners
with the suggested amendments will be found to facili-
tate the landing and delivery of goods at the jetties, and
if any further d are rendered ssary after
practical experience of the system, the Commitbee will su p-
plement the communication they now male.

I return the oviginal papers received with your letter.
Lrom the Ct
inthe Portof Calgutta to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 2810 February 1872,
1 lmve' the lionor to forward herewith, for the consi-

s for making improvements -

9

deration of the Chamber and for any remarks which
may be suggested, the accompanying draft bye-laws and
rules for the working of Inland Vessels Wharves as
approved and passed by the Commissioners.

Some of the rules have been in force ever sincc the
wharves were first constructed and objections have
already been raised to Rule No. 8 by individual mem-
bers of the Chamber, on the ground that goods which
have once paid the toll for landing or shipping should
be exempted from all farther payments on account of
being re-landed or re-shipped. These objections have
Deen hitherto overruled on the ground that goods so
re-landed or re-shipped occupy whaif space and obtain
as much advantage from the use of the wharf on the
second occasion as on the first. But admitting that
in particular cases, such as where goods have been shut
out frem a vessel, the exemption claimed should be
allowed, it would be impossible to exercise any check
on such claims, and a way would be opened for serious
frauds which it would he difficult, if not impossible, to
deteck. ’

Rule No. 5
objections which have been raised against it.” It pro-
vides that no transhipment will be allowed from boats
lying within 150 feet of the wharf, except on payment
of the usual landing charges. This rule has been found
necessary for regulating the traffic at the wharves.
Under Section 6% of the Port Improvement Act the
Commissioners have power to prevent any vessel from

also inviles some remarks in reference to
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Iying within 150 feet of the Inland Vessels Wharves,
and if this rule is not observed the country and cargo
boats wishing to come to the wharves to land and ship
goods are prevented by the obstruction offered by vessels
Iying close in shore and discharging into other boats.
Under these circumstances it has been found necessary
to make such goods so transhipped liable to payment
of the ordinary toll. If the vessels object, the only
alternative will be to exercise the powers vested in
the Commissioners under Section 64, Act V, B. C
(the Section above quoted), and to forcibly remove them
from within the limited space. Beyond 150 feet of
the wharf goods can be always transhipped from one
vessel to another without any charge.

From Chamber of Commerce to the Commissioners
Sor making tmprovements in the Port of Caleutia.

Caleutia, 26¢h March 1872.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Jetter No. 2 of 28th ullimo, and to communicate
the following remarks upon the bye-laws and rules for
the working of the inland vessels wharves as approved
and passed by the Port Commissioners,

Rules 3 and 5 to which you speeially draw attention
are in the judgment of the Committeé of the Chamber
of Commerce manifestly open to the objections and
complaints which have heen raised and
against them.

preferred
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That the enforcemient of Rule 3 in cases instanced
Ty you would be attended with some measure of undue
severity is admitted by the Commissioners, who do not,
Thowever, see their way to allow any exemption from its
provision.

The Committee therefore venture to propose a means
whereby the difticlty experienced by the Commissioners
may be removed, viz, that in the case of goods which
Tave already paid the shipping tolls and are obliged to
be re-landed in consequence of being shut out from the
vessel for which they were passed, the officer in chargo
of the wharf should grant a free pass, under which
they might mnot only be re-landed, but subsequently
re-shipped free of charge.

This expedient appears to the Committee very simple
and casy of application, and they hope the Commis-
sioners will adopt it.

With regard to Rule 5 the Committee note the Com-
centing thie goods being passed

missioners’ reasons for pr
from one vessel to another unless on payment of the
usual fees, but they arc unable to concurin the pro-
priety of its provision, the unfairness of which may be
thus illustrated :—Whero goods have been loaded into
a boat, and the boat is found leaky or meels with an
accident, and the cargo has to be transferred into another
boat within 150 feet of the river bamk, they \‘von]d De
liable to a double toll 5 or .

where an inland steamer brings down produce, say jute
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or cotton, which is required to be taken o the Howrah
side in boats from the steamer ; or where tea is similarly
Dbrought down and similarly removed for shipment, direct,
tolls would be charged on goods which had never been
landed, and consequently derived no benefit from the
landing wharf,

The compulsory levy of a toll upon goods not using a
public wharf does not recommend itself to the Jjudgment
of the Commnittee, and they hope the Commissioners
will abandon that, purpose.

And as to the alleged obstruction to traffic the Com-
mittee arc unable to admit that the discharge from a
steamer into boats of goods which are nob to be landed
can be held as justifying the charge of interfering with
the facility of traftic; the conbrary effect suggests itself
to the Committee, for the steamer occupying
at the landing wharf would get so much quicker despatch
by discharging on both sides, and of course mako room
so much carlier for other vessels.

a berth

Rule 10 provides that timber shall not be floated to
the detriment of the wharves; but the Committee con-
sider that certain places should o allotted for the land-
ing and shipping of timber which is as much & part of
traffic as any other article, and recommend the amend-
ment of the rule accordingly,

Rule 12 refers to the working

hours at the wharves,
and vestricts the tr

"ansaction of business between 6, A
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and 6 P. M., except on payment of overtime or extra fees.
The strict observance of these hours may be- attended
with great inconvenience, and the Committee are of
opinion that where it is necessary to complete the land-
ing or shipping of a boat load of cargo which was com-
menced before ¢ 2.3 the rule should not apply : and
they hope the Commissioners will permit their officers
to exercise some discretion and to suspend the rule in
all cases where the work already in progress ean he
completed within a reasonable time after the hour fixed
for general suspension of business.

From Commissioners for making improvements in
the Port of Caleutle, to Chamber of Commeice.

Caleutta, 9t April 1872.

T have the honor to acknowledge reeeipt of your
Tetter dated 26th ultimo, forwarding the opinion of the
Chamber on the proposed hye-laws for the Inland
vessels wharves. Inreply I have to inform you that
the letter was laid before the Commissioners at the
meeting held on the Ist instant, and the accompanying
is a copy of the resolution which has been passed there-
upon. '

RESOLUTION.

Considered a letter from the Secretary to the Cham-
ber of Commerce forwarding the opinion of the Cham-
ber on the proposed bye-laws for the Inland vessels’
wharves,
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Resolved I, That the Chamber be informed that
the Commissioners cannot, for reasons ready stated,
forego the Rule No. 3, and that daily experience in
working the wharves shews that it would be impossible
to do so without opening a door to peculation by the
Commissioners’ servants, which it would be impossible
to check or guard against.

1L That in deference to the opinion expressed by
the Chamber Rule No. 5 be cancelled.

I That in publishing the bye-laws, Scetion 64 of
the Port Improvement Act, empowering the Commis-
sioners to remove vessels within' 50 yards of the bank,
be printed, with an intimation that the power will be
enforced in the case of vessels transhipping goods from
one to another to the inconvenicnce o

f. Doats using
the wharves,

1V. That the Chamber of Commerce be informed
that at present the Commissioners are unable to set
aside any particular place for the accommodation of
the timber trade, but that on completion of the hank
and wharves now in progress endeavours will be made
to meet the wishes of the Chamber inl this respeet.

V. That with regard to the remarks contained in
the Seerctary’s letter regarding the working hours, the
Chamber be informed thap practically the work is
never stopped ab the wharves to the inconvenience of
shippers, but that some hour must e assigned heyond
which work will involve extra remuncration,
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VI. That the bye-laws as amended be passed and
submitted to Government for approval and publication
in the Gazelfe in accordance with the provision of Sec-
tion 83 of the Act.

Trom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 1st January 1872.

I am directed to forward for the information of the

' Chamber of Commeree;

TFrom Vice-Chairmanto the Commis-  and for an expression
ii?c"f»"if?r f'lﬂ&'e'{’x,"}iv‘?"fé’fu'f?ﬁéi{ of their opinion on the
the 6th November 1871 subject, the accompany-
2. To Advocate-General, No. 3493, g copies of the cor

dated the 22nd November.

3. If‘rl:l:\ll)itbo, dated the 9th De- respondence noted on
contr 3671 the margin, regarding
an application made by the Port Improvement Com-
missioners to be protected as the Government was 11}1f1e1'
Scetion 61, Act XXII. of 1855 from labilities arising
from any act or default of their servants, or from any
damage or injury to vessels within the limits of the

amag
Port proper.

2. Tt will be seen that the Advocate-General recom-
mends the enactment of a temporary protecting law in
favor of the Commissioners, chiefly on the ground Hla.f/
they had mob a perfect option in the selection of their
present servants, and have had to take over the block of
the port possibly with defects undiscovered. Under‘recenb
interpretations as pointed oub by the Advoeate-General
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the English law docs not protect trustecs of harbours,
&e., from claims on account of the acts of their servants,
But-as a matter of equity the Advocate-General considers
that a law should be passed protecting the Commissioners

temporarily, until they have had an opportunity of ascer-

taining whether the materials and servants taken over from
the Government are good and trustworthy.

3. The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to point
out that the question is one of insurance, the greater the
Jiability which may be imposed on the Port Commis-
sioners the heavier must be the dues imposed. His
Honor would be glad to be favored with the opinion of
the Chamber of Commerce as to whether on the wholo
they consider that it would bo for the interest of the
whole community that the proposed protection should
or should not be given to the Commissioners by legisla-
ture, and if it should be given at all whether ﬂl: im-
munity should he temporary only or permanent,

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt, of Bengal.

Caleutta, 11tk January 1872,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desiro
me to nc.kno\vlodgc the xeceipt of your letter No, 1 of
the 1st instant, relative to the application of the Com-

+ missioners for making improvements in the Port of Cal-

cu(:t.z} to be protected as the Government was,
Section 61 of Act XXII, of 1855, from Jiabilities

from any act or default of their servants,
damage or injury ;

under
arising
¢ or from any
to vessels within the limits of the Dort.
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While accepting the lability ordinarily attaching to
trustees  of harbowrs and others occupying positions
analogous to that of the Commissioners, the Committee
yet think there are considerations in addition to those
set forth by the Advocate-General, which entitle the lat-
ter body to be exceptionally dealt with in this respect.
The C issioners were, as the C derstand,
appointed for the purpose of endeavoring to work the
Port of Caleutta more efficiently than herctofore, and,
if possible, also with greater cconomy to the vessels

frequenting it.  The arangements so far curied out
have resulted in a considerable surplus revenue, in virtue
of which a reduction in the dues now levied on shipping
might reasonably be expected at no very distant date,
and the Committee believe is actually under contemplation
by the Coummissioners. It is manifest, however, that
if a yesponsibility is to be laid on the Board which did
not attach to the Government in whose hands the manage-
ment of the Porb was previously vested, and which may
at any time entail a heavy pecuniary loss, the first duty
of the Commissioners would be to provide for such con-
tingencics, thereby indefinitely delaying the great de-
sideratum of reduction of charges. The matter: is very
much, as His onor the Licutenant-Governor remarks,
one of insurance; and the Committee ave decidedly of
opinion that shipowners would prefer continuing to run
the amount of yisk they have hitherfo borne in respeet
of collisions and other accidents than secure immunity,
which it might often be matter of difticulty to enforce,
Dy a continuance of existing heavy ducs.
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The Committee ‘are therefore ‘in favor of granting to

fl:he Commissioners the freedom from responsibility asked
or.

. As to-the time for which that freedom should be
enjoyed, I am directed to state that in the opinion of
clxe. Committee it would he Letter not to fix any definite
period, as  they presume it would always be in the
power of Government to withdraw the indulgence and
conform to English law, should the Cammiss;’nncrs pi
make such reductions in charges as the state of their
revenues might fairly poing to

Jute Depots.

Allusion was made by the President
halfyearly Mecting to, the Bill thon befz:: ltahstf
Bengal Council for the better regulation and
com.rol of jute serew-houses and ( ;
2 view to diminisk the danger fir
d?aft of the Bill was submi%el ¥
mittee, who suggested
therein, some of wh
duced into the Bill

godowns with
om fire, The
ted to your Com-
: sundry  amendments
, f“'h have been intro-

n during its passage through
g::::li} rllzd ﬂle measure haying ret;eived t%le
ot ¢ Viceroy has since become law, with
om 31st July next. The Bill stops far short

of the views of many who desired the entive re-
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moval of the class of premises in question to the
outskirts of the town, and some of its provisions
scem not sufficiently stringent ; but-on the whole
your Committee are disposed to think that the
Bill if properly worked cannot hut be attended
with good effect. in the direction. contemplated.
Their correspondence with the Government of
Bengal on this important subject is submitted
Terewith for the information of members.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.

Caleutta, 2nd December 1871,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to request you will do them . the: favor of again
placing before- the Ton'ble the Lieutenant-Governor
the subject of their communication of 28th April last.

The Committce do mnot doubt that Iis Honor's
anxious attention has been given to the pressing necessity
for legislative action with regard to the storage of
inflinmable and combustible merchandise within the
business-part of this- city and to the better protec-
tion of life and valuable property against the dis-
astrous consequences of fire; and it will he a satisfac-
{ion to the Chamber to learn that it is Iis 1lonor’s pur-
pose to take an- carly opportunity of dealing promptly
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with a question so lurgely affecting the interest and se-
curity of the public generally, and specially of those
whose business exposes them to the hazard of being in-

volvedin the calamitous results of destructive conflagra~
tion,

The consideration of this matter has been pressed
upon the attention of the Chamber by the fire which
broke out last Sunday night in a Jute Serew-house
situated in a closely occupied part of Clive Strect,
surrounded by merchants offices and godowns, contain-

ing merchandise of great value. Itis the general be-,

lief that—notwithstanding the exertions of the five-
“brigade and the extraordinary eflorts made by the
Buropean erews of vessels moored near the scene of
- the fire, and which were forhmalely successful in con-
fining its ravages to a single block of buildings—if there
had been an ordinary amount of wind at the time the
fire would have speedily reached and utterly destroyed.
a vast amount of property in the neighbourhood, and
its extension to the bazar would have been attended

with the most deplorable consequences to the trade of
Caleutta,

The Commissioner of Police,
Justices of the Peace, has, the Committee presume,
duly reported for His Honor's information all the cir-
cumstances connected with that occasion, and the Com-
mittee trust His Tonor regards them sufficiently
to be brought under special consideration,

or the Chairman of the

grave
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From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commeice.
Calcutta, 7th December 1871,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yowr
Ietier, dated the 2nd instant, in which the Clx'u.mbcr,
with reference to the fire which occwrred on the night of
the 26th ultimo in the Jute Ware-houses at Nos. 28, 29
and 30, Clive Street, urge on the Lienbenant-.Govem?r’s
attention the pressing . neegssity for lcgis]:mt\ve :{chmn
respecting the storage of cumbustible goods in the city.

2. Tn reply Tamto say that Mr C. E. chzu:d was
instructed in July last to take an c_:u'ly Opp()l:(;umty of
introducing a bill into the Council ot: the Lleutenfmt-
Governor for making Laws and Regulations for the bc(:i
ter regulation and control of storc-le')usn-s for uns(‘:;cx.vect
jute, cotton, &c., and for the organ{zahon of an e cmln
five-brigade.  On the publication of the dr:.»ﬂ, bill, tlxe
Ticutenant-Governor Will, t]n'ough-bhe'Ass:sLnnL Seere-
{ary o this Government in the chfmtwc Pcparbmcnf;,
consult the Chamber on its provisions. The matter is
undoubtedly one of great importance to Caleutta.

From Govt. of Bengal lo Chamber of C’omn‘zcrae‘
Caleudta, 9th December 1871.

T am directed by the Select Committee appointc}d to
consider the Bill  toamend the Law for the Rc{;us{,m-
t’ion of Jute Ware-houses in Caleutta, and to provide for -

|
i
|
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the establishment of an efficient fire-brigade in Caloutta
:u?rI]Ls suburbs” to draw. your attention to the above
Bill, and to request that the Chamber of Commerce will

be good enough to favor-the Committee within ten days.

with any remarks and suggestions they may have to
offer on the provisions of the Bill,

) 2. Barly legislation on the subjeet being desirable, it
is hoped-that you will find it convenient to reply within
the time above-mentioned.

From Chamber of Commerce to- Gouvt. of Bengal,

Caleutia, 19th December 1871:

The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree direet,
me to acknowledge the veceipt of your letber No, 42 of
the 9th instant, inviting an expression of their opinion
upon the provisions of the Bill {0 amend the law for
the registration of Jute Ware-houses in Caleatta, and to

provide for an cfficient fire-brigade in Calontba and its
suburbs,

It is 2 matber of much satisfackion to the- Committeo
thA:Lt carly steps are being taken by the Hon'ble the
]{wu('.enanl.-Govemor for farther legislative action 1 l
direction which demands the most serious ‘:).t,l;e Jon :
all who are concerned in the better protecbionml?nﬂo
town against fire, and the safety and security of th: vx\;z

amount of valuable rcl is
o merchandise and property. it con-
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The Committee have had the Bill under consideration,
and they desire me to state for the information of the
Sclect Committee of the Legislalive Council, to whom
it has been referred, that in their judgment it is essen-
tial that the Bill should contain morc stringent and spe-
cific provisions than it now exhibiis, and that the clauses
of Part II. should be supplemented by a statutory re-
quirement as o the manner and materials of construe-
tion. Clause 6 does not, they think, go far enough :
the Committee arc of opinion the Bill should require
hat no loose jute or cotton or other inflammable and
combustible fibre or article should he permitted to be
cxposed, during any process of sorting, cleaning, drying,
or pressing, except wilhin the covered limits of licensed
premises ; that the arca of any compartment in any
depbt or ware-house used for such purposes should not
exceed — square feet, that all compartments should be
separated by parby walls of thickness sufficient to resist
the action of fire, and that all entrances, verandahs and
projections, doorways, windows, and openings of any
description should bo adequately protected by fire-proof
jron work exclusively, and the roofs of all such buildings
constructed of incombustible materials resting on iron
Teams.

Provisions of such a cl ter would materially lessen
the discretion which Clause VI. allows a magistrate to
exercise, and no license should be granted unless the
premises were in all respects in conformity with the
requirements of the Act.
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The Committee venture to repeat hove the suggestion
communicated to the Chairman of the Justices of the
Peace in January last, that in the event of any existing
serew-houses within the town being  destroyed by fire
under no cireumstances should permission be given to
re-crech them in the same locality for similar purposes.

The Commiltee fully concur in the suggestion sub.

mitted by Mr. Colvin at the Council of the Licutenant-

Governor on the 9th instant, that the most cffectual re-

medy that can he applied for reducing the risk from fire

1o 2 minimum is to prohibit the receipt, storage, propa-

ration, and pressing of jute and cobton within any part

i of the town; and they are of opinion that until that

! provision can be established no immunity can he secured
against the danger of recurring disasters,

The Commiitee sce no insuperable diffieulty in the
’ i way of adopting the proposal to abolish the present
i 3 system, and if, on the ground of public policy, His

) Honor the Licuterant-Governor can support that
o sure, with a just and liberal regard to the various in-
. terests it involves, a hoon of unquestionable value will
e conferred on Caleutta, .

mea-

Tonnage Schedule,

M This important subject, which your Committee
: believed had been definitely settled at {he last:
half-yealy meeting, has again been brought pro-
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minently forward during the past six months.
Considerable exception was taken ,outside the
Chamber to the provisions of the amended Sche-
dule, and before long a request was made to the
Committee for the appointment of a Special Com-
mittee to reconsider the Resolution under which
it was adopted, which, however, could not he
complied with, the Committee of the Clm}nber
having no power thus to set aside or question a
decision come to by the members in General
Meeting assembled, Upon this, the same par-
ties made the customary requisition in confor-
mity with Rule 17 of the Chambef for the con-
vention of a Special General Meeting to recou-
sider the tonnage question, which was fj‘lxed ‘for
and held on ‘the 12th February. At this meet-
ing there was a large attendance ?f mt.zmbers
and a very full discussion, resulting in the
rescindment of the Resolution of 16th De‘cember,
and the re-adoption of the Tonnag.e‘ Schedule
previously in force, with a fow .addltlonal pro-
visions. Of these the two mf)St important were ’
1stly, that by which the existing custom c».f mea-
suring cotton bales ab the screw-house 1nsteud}
of on the wharf was declared to b?.tllc %~ule of
the Chamber, and 2udly, the definition g}w'en to
the term “ dead weight,” which the meeting de-
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cided should henceforward inelade Lin and Rape
Seeds, in addition to the articles previously men-
tioned in the foot-note defining this term. The
Chamber’s Tonnage Schedule, as it now stands,
will be found as usual annexed to this Report.

Floating Bridge.

The accompanying correspondence will inform
wembers of the position of this subject 6 months
ago ; and the Committee very much regret their
Inability to state what progress has since been
made towards giving effect to the orders of the
Yovernment of India.

From Chamber of Commerce to Goot, of Bengal.

Caleutla, 25th November 1871,

Tam direeted by the Committes of the Chamber of
Commerce to request you will place before the Hon’ble
the Licutenant-Governor their application to be informed
how far the construction of a Tloating Bridge between
Calcutta and Howrah has advanced, and when the Bridge
is likely to be open for public traffic.

The Committee trust it is in His Honor’s power to
communicate to the Chamber that the object for which
Ach IX. of 1871 was passed by the Licutenant-Governor
and assented to by His Excellency the Govenor General
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of Tndia is in course of carly realisal.on, and that His
Tonor will be pleased to give the information now re-
quested.

IFrom Govt. of Bengal, Public Works Department,
to the Consulting Engineer to lhe Govt. of Indic
Jor Guaranteed Railways.

Calculla, 4th December 1871,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Memorandum No, 2413, dated the 28th ultimo, forwarding
a letter, herewith returned, dated the 25th ultimo, from the
Secretary Bengal Chamber of Commerce, enquiring how
far the construction of a Floating Bridge between Caleutta
and Howrah has advanced, and when the bridge is likely
to be open for traffic ; and to state, in reply, that inti-
mation was received from the Government of India under
date the 23rd August last, that the Sceretary of State had
Deen addressed on that date to male arvangements for
the construction of the bridge with Mr. Bradford Leslie,
C. I, who is in England, fixing two yearsas the limited
time for its completion. This is the last information
available.

Tramways.
Tt is satisfactory however to record that the
Justices of the Peace have resolved to construct
an experimental line of tramway leading from
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Sealdah direct to the Custom Iouse and thence
to Armenian Ghat, and that the line will be
proceeded with as soon as the materials necessary
for the work have been procured from England.

Customs Act.

The Committee were favored some months ago
with & communication from the Board of Reve-
nue, asking whether, in their opinion, the greab
changes which have occurred in trade owing to
the opening of the Suez Canal did not render ex-
pedient some revision of the Customs Act. In
response to this invitation your Committee +went
through the Act with care, and finding not a few

. provisions which they considered might now with

advantage be altered or modified, they laid be-
fore the Board the result of their examination in
the accompanying letter. Tt is improbable that
anything will be done towards adopting or other-
wise the Committee’s recommendations until this
important Act has been anew revised by a Com-
mibtee specially appointed by Government for
the purpose, before whom their communication
would be laid : and it is only necessary further
to add here that the Committee have pledged the

0T, &) ) ' 1 H
Chamber, should Government 50 desn’e7 to furnish
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a member to serve on and represent commercial
interests in any revising Committee which may
be appointed.

Board of Revenue to Chumber of Comnerce.
Calcutta, 7th December 1871,

" A lage portion of the Trade in the Port heing now
carried on by steamers using the Suez Canal, the present
Law—Act VL of 1863—appears in some respects not
well adapted to a state of things so different from that
provailing when that Act was passed. I am accordingly
to request that you will he good enough to favor Mr.
Money with an expression of the Chamber’s opinion
generally as to the points, if auy, with reference to which
they think that changes would be desirable.

Chamber of Commerce to Bourd of Revenue.
‘ Culeutta, 1st April 1872.

In reply to the Board’s reference No. 749 of 7th
December last, regarding the expediency of amending the
Customs Law—Act VI of 1863—so as to adapt its pro-
visions to the present state of circumstances, the Com-
mitlee of the Chamber, in their letter of 29th idem,
recommended the appointment of a Special Committee
to consider the subject of the Board’s representation ; and
in your No. 21 of the 10th January you smbe'd that
the member in charge of the Customs concwrred in the




30

view expressed by the Chamber, but before he could
suggest that measure to Government he wished to
ascertain what modifications were considered desirable,
and whether amendments that might be proposed would
be of a sufficiently important cl tor to i
the course pointed out by the Chamber.

On receipt of your last communication the Commit-
tee placed the subject before Members of the Chamber
with the view to elicit their opinions upon it ; and they
now proceed to submit for Mr. Money’s information the
results of their reference and of their consideration of
the provisions of the Customs Law as generally appli-
cable.

Section 26.—The member in charge is probably aware
that a system &b present obtains under which dutics
payable by importers and exporters may be covered by

the deposit of adequate scewrity: the system, however,

is permissive only, and as the arrangement has been
found to work conveniently, the Committee think thab
it should be recognised by Taw, and the Collector autho-
vised to adopt such a scale of deposits as may in his
judg: be sufficient for the protection of the revenue.

Scetions 32, 39 and 40.—Under existing regulations
inward bound-vessels ave boarded by Custom-house offi-
cers at Diamond Harbour ; but in order to meet cases
of excessive delay or the safety of vessels which may he
involved by that operation, it is recommended that the
Dilot should be authorised to bring up his vessel within
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the limits of the Port and be directed to remain on board
until relieved by an officer of Customs :—the Pilot in
short, temporarily, representing that official.

Scctions 33, 84, 35 and 36.—The provisions of these
scetions can hardly be applied to the steam tonnage
which is now so largely imported into the carrying trade
of this Port : for as a matter of fact complete manifests
are senb oub overland after a steamer’s departure from
port of loading, and the Master is not in possession of
materials for preparing a true specification of his ship’s
cargo. It scems sufficient for all practical purposes that
the Master should be required to deliver a correct mani-
fesb at time of entry at the Custom-house, and that a
general description of his cargo and a special report as
to gunpowder and all combustible and inflammable goods
be made to the Pilot in charge.

Section 46.—It is recommended that the provisions of
this section should be amended, the facilities afforded by
the system under the control of the Port Commissioners
would be materially inoperative if vessels moored at the
Commissioners’ jetties were prohibited from Dbreaking
bulk wntil delivery of report or manifest, and the observ-
ance of forms of entry, &e., at the Custom-house.

The Commissioners are unable to give delivery of
cargo without the usual Customs pass, which cannot ob-
viously be issued before the vessel's entry; and the
breaking “bulle may fairly be sanctioned as soon as the
vessel is moored and ready to commence her dischavge
at the jotty under the Commissioners’ supervisien,
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As an illustration of the practical inconvenience of
the present practice, a vessel moored to a jetty on the
evening of Friday, Saturday being a recognised holiday,
the Custom-house would be closed until the following
Monday, and the vessel would he lying idle for a day
and a half at least ; whereas under the proposed amend-
ment she would be able to do a day’s work on Saturday,
continuing the discharge on Monday before her entry
at the Custom-l . In the time the discharged
cargo would remain undelivered in the custody of the
Commissioners, and the security of the Customs duties
thereon sufficient guaranteed,

Section 47.—It is rccommended that this section be
omitted, as it is no longer generally applicable,

Seetions 51 and 117.—It is recommended that these
sections may be amended so as to allow a ship the option
of having two Customs’ officers free of charge for a period
of 15 days, instead of one officer for 30 days as at present,

- taking 1,200 tons register as the basis for regulating

the excess period for which the ship should bear the
preseribed charge, allowing one day for every 100 tons
exceeding or falling shovt of that limit : that is to say,
for a ship of 1,300 tons the time freo of charge would
be 16 days, and for o ship of 1,100 tons 14 days, for
discharging her import and loading her outward cargo
respeetively. °

Section  52—The provisions of this section have
already heen amended by Goverument of Bengal Noti-
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fication, dated the 25th October 1869, under which the
prohibitory period of 15 days has been reduced to 10
days for vessels discharging at their own or the Govern-
ment moorings, and to 48 howrs for ships and steamers
discharging at the Commissioners’ jettics.

By the conditions of Bills of Lading issued by owners
and masters of several lines of steam ships, the power
of early delivery already exists ; but it is desivable that
vessels that cannot use the jebties should be exposed to
a minimum of inconvenience ; and the Commitiee re-
commend that, in such cases, if goods are not sent for
within 48 hours after entry, the date of which shall be
duly announced by publication in the Ewvchange Gazelte,
the master of a ship or steamer shall have the power to
carry such goods to the Custom-house at charges accord-
ing to the Schedule of landing rates adopted by the Port
Commissioners.

There can be no question that vessels that cannol use
the jetties cither from the nature of their cargo or
no jetty being available, are placed ab a material dis-
advantage with vessels that can employ the facilities
afforded’ by that accommodation ; and it seems butb fair
and equitable, that the limitation of time for discharge of
cargo should be the same for all.

Section 66.—The Commiltec suggest that this section
Do amended by adding after “by public auction” the
words or private sale, and instead of “shall appoint”
the words may agrec lo; also that after the werds
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“original account sale” shall be added or account sales
certified to the Collector’s satisfaction.

The provision that no abatement of duties shall ho
allowed on damaged goods, unless their deterioration
amounts to one-fifth of their value, appears to require
amendment : the minimum amount of damage is fixed
too high: a smaller amount, say 5 cent., should be
cnough to admit claim for abatement of duty ; and the
Committee recommend the omission of the final clause
of this scetion altogether.

Sections 39 and 188.—In these 2 sections the Coni-
mittee propose that the words « tilful act or negleet” be
left out, and want of ordinary care on the part of be sub-
stibuted, for it seeins proper that the warchouse-keeper
or officer of Customs should be held liable for less laches
than the words now standing in the section may cover ;
and the substituled expression will better serve the in-
tended purpose of the Act. They also arc of opinion
that in all instances of proved want of ordinary carc on
the part of the officers of Government, and where the
goods are not under the control of the importer, who
cannob consequently provide against any loss, compensa-
tion should be allowed.

Scetion 110.—This section having been amerided by
Act XX. of 1867, so far as it relates to the proviso that
transhipment, shall be allowed “ on excoution of bond
with sccurity for amount of duty chargeable on the
goods transhipped on their due arrival and entry ab port
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of destination,” it will be necessary to frame the section
in accordance with the amending Act.

Scctions 126, 127, 128 and 129.—All these sections
refer to the granting a Port clearance, without which no
vessel can leave the Port.  To the general provisions of
the Act in these respects there is no objection, but in
order to meet the difficulty daily experienced in des-
patehing vessels in conformity with the special require-
ment of section 128, the Committee propose that a pro-
visional statement of cargo actually on board, and such
further quantity as the master may know to be actually
engaged for his vessel shall be given by the master ab
the time of applying for Port clearance, the agents of the
vessel being bound to deliver a complete manifest within
7 days after clearance.

Section 132—has been amended by Actk X. of 1868,
which allows 3 clear working days after a vessel’s depar-
ture for making application to reland goods short-ship-
ped, or to Dbring back goods passed for shipment, to en-
title exporter to refund of duty paid by him on such
goods ; bub the Committee propose, as consistent with
the preceding provision, an enlargement of the time
limited by that amendment to 7 days.

Seetion 137.—Under this section the time for re-export
entitling to_drawback is limited to 2 years from date of
importation : the Committee would extend that period
by 12 months, and make it renewable for a farther pe-
viod of 3 years, at the option of the Collector.
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Scetions 179 and  180.—With reference to these sce-
tions, the former of which is repealed by Act XVIL. of
1867, which fixes the specific values of certain goods
upon which duties shall be assessed, the Committee are
of opinion that the Act should empower the Collector
of Customs to fix the value at time of importation, and
to levy an ad valovern duty.

Grey Mull, Jacconet, and Shirting Dhooties which are
at present subject to ad walorem duties would be more
properly classified under the Tariff scale and duly asses-
sed on an ascertained fair average Tariff value.

Sections 185 and 186.—The Committec are of opinion
that the period of 6 months for return or refund of duty
to Government or to the merchant respectively should be
reduced to 3 months, which they consider amply sufficient
in either case for the purpose of rectifying any error.

Section 191,.—The fee leviable for amending any docu-
ment should not exceed 1 rupee ; the Committee regard
even this charge as excessive, but under the Act a pay-
ment of 10 times that sum may be demanded, and it
seems necessary to fix the.charge ab the proposed maxi-
mum.

Section 216.—The Committee suggest a verbal altera-
tion in this section—wiz., the omission of the word
« knowingly” in the first line, and the insertion of the
word “ knowing” hefore ¢ such declaration .or document
being false in any particular,”
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The foregoing suggestions are all that. the Committee
are ab present prepared to place before Mr. Money, and
T am to request you will submit them for his considera-
tion,

Indian Stamp Act.

A reference having been made to the Chamber
regarding the inconvenience caused by the
Collector of Stamps declining to impress the
Indian Stamp on Powers of Attorney executed
in England Dut not bearing the Inglish
stamp, the Committee addressed the Board of
Revenue, and had the satisfaction of recciving a
prompt reply, handing copy of a new order issued
to the Collector, directing him to desist from
requiring an English stamp under the circum-
stances mentioned, so long as the document is in
order in other respects.

Itrom Chamber of Commerce to Board of Revenue.
Caleuita, 26k January 1872.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
had under a reference ding the Indian
Stamp Act, and they desire me to communicate with the
Board of Revenue on the subject.

P

"The representation to the Chamber is to the effect that
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the Collector declines to impress on a power of attorney
exceuted in England, but not bearing an English stamy,
the stamp required by the Indian Stamp Act ; and that
the Collector acts in this respect under the Board's
anthority.

On a reference to the Indian Act the Committee find
the following provision in the 24th Section. ¢ That in
any ease coming under this section in which an instru-
wment, other than a bLill of exchange or promissory note,
purports to have been exceuted out of British India, if
the Collector is satisfied that the instrument was so exe-
cuted, and also that it has been brought to him within
the three months next after its arrival in British India,
he shall, on payment of the duty with which such in-
strument would have been chargeable if executed in
British India, certify by endorsement thereon that the
proper stamp duty has been levied upon it.”

This provision of the stamp law appeurs to the Com-
mittee to he expressed without the slightest ambiguity
and imposes upon the Collector a duty which the Act
defines with a distinctness which cannot be misunder-
stood.

The Committee arc not aware of any authoritative
ruling which requires that a power of attorney duly exe-
cuted in Great Britain to be acted upon in British India
shall Dear the English stamp duty.

‘The Indian Act is silent on this point ; it directs the
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Collector to levy the proper stamp duty if he is sabisfied
that the instrument presented for his official recognition
has” been duly exceuted and authenticated : the Collec-
tor’s authority is thus limited ; his functions . do not
extend beyond the requirements of the Indian Act ; and
the absence of the Fnglish stamp duty from a document
upon which proceedings arc to be taken in this country
does not justify the Collector in not complying with the
ptescribed formalities.

If the Committee are right in their construction of
the Act that it does not commit to the Board of Revenue
the authority which has regulated the Collector’s pro-
cceding in the instance under discussion, and that cven
the local Government is restricted in its exercise of tho
provisions of Secction 48 which refers to matters of com-
paratively minor concern, it is submitted for the Board’s
consideration that, as the effect of their ruling is a posi-
tive source of great inconvenicnce, vexatious delay and
increased cxpense, and may possibly seriously embarrass
parties interesbed in the instruments which the Collector
is required to acknowledge, it is expedient that tho
instructions to that officer be withdrawn, and the Com-
mittee hope the Board will accept their recommendation
in this respect.

From Board of Revenue to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 6th February 1872,

With advertence to your letter, dated 26th ultimo, I
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am dirceted by the Member in charge to state that the
former ruling of the Board referred to by you was based
on an opiuion recorded by the Advoeate-General 5 bub
that, on a vecent representation of the Bank of Bengal,
the Collector of Stamp Revenue, Calcutta, has been
instructed in future to admit powers of attorney execut-
d in England on unstamped paper.

2. A copy of the orders* to the Collector above al-
luded to, is herewith forward-
cd for the information of the
Chamber.

* No. 50 O, dated 26th
January 1872

From Board of Revenue to Collector of Stamps.
Caleutta, 26th January 1872,

The Member in charge has had occasion to ve-consider
{he orders passed by the Board in their lebter No. 761 C.
of the 26th August 1870, and with reference to your
No. 46 of 24th idem, T am directed to inform you that
those orders are now withdrawn. It will cot, in future,
be nceessary for you to require that powers of attorney
exceuted in England, and brought to you for the im-
position of an Indian stamp, should also bear an Eng-
lish stamp.

MMerchant Seamen’s Act.

Trom the accompanying letter from the Go-
vernment of Bengal it will be seen that Clause
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100 of Act L. of 1839 is again under consider-
ation, its provisions having lately been found
inadequate and unsatisfactory in the Madras
Presidency. In reply, your Committee had
only to support the views put forward by their
predecessors on two previous occasions, and
trust that the Marine Courts in question may
soon be constituted in a manner more likely to
deal satisfactorily with the important interests
sometimes involved in trials before them.

Trom Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, dth Janvary 1872.

I am dirceted to forward, for the information of the

Forwaded with Maiing Do Covumber of Commeree, the ac-
putmonts lotter, No. 114, companying copy of a letber
dated the 215t Doconber 1871 oy oy closures, from the Co-
vernment of Madras, addressed to the CGovernment of
India, relating to a proposal made by the Madras Cham-
ber of Commerce for amending the existing law in res-
pect to the constitution of the Marine Cowrt appointed
under the provisions of Scetion 100, Act L. of 1859, for
the purpose of engquiring into the civeumstances of ship-
wrecks and obher casualties affeeting ships, and Tam to
request thab the Chamber of Commerce may be moved
to favor the Licutcnant-Governor with an expression of
its opinion on the proposal. '
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2. The return of the original papers, herewith for-
warded, is requested,

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 29tk Janvary 1872.

I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter No. 19 of the 4th instant, and to submib for the
information of the Hon'ble the Licutenant-Governor
the following expression of opinion on the subject of
your reference.

The expediency of amending the 100th Section of Act I
of 1859, the law relating to Merchant Seamen, con-
corning the institution of enquiry in cases of wreck and
casualby occurring on or near the coasts of British India,
has been strongly urged by the Chamber of Commerco
ab Madras.

The grounds upon which the Chamber rest their re-
commendation‘are fully set forth in the correspondence
which has been addressed to the Government of India,
and need not be here recapitulated ; the Chamber point
out the practical insufficiency of the provision of tho
section in question, and vefer to two special instances
causing miscarriage of yusblce to all eoncemed \v]nch
well illustrate their ar tand i

able evidence of the necessity for an amendrent of the
law.  While, however, the Committee of this Chamber
fally conemr in the expediency of amending the seetion
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veferred to, they are of opinion thai the proposed amend-
ment does not reach sufficiently far ; an additional mem-
ber would of course strengthen a Cowrt of Enquiry ;
butin the judgment of this Chamber the enquiry by
such a Court should he preliminary only to an investi-
gation by a tribunal assembled ab a Presidency town
and composed of compelent legal and nautical assessors.

On this point the Committee endorse the views ex-
pressed by their predecessors in their letber of 25th Sep-
tember 1867 hereto annexed, (when they replied to the
invitation to state their opinion on the provisions of the
Indian Shipping Bill,) and in a subsequent communica-
tion on the same subject (29th April 1868,) when they
again declared that the Courts for trying shipmasters
in cases of casualtics were not constituted in a manner
caleulated to ensure acquiescence in the justice of their
decisions.

MNative Passenger=Ships’ A.ct.

A reference was made by the Government of
India to the Chamber in connection with this
measure, which the Committee had no difficulty
in supporting, as it was known that inercased
control over the vessels carrying nativo passen-
gers hetween India and the ports of the Red
Sea was Joudly called for. The Bill was also
demanded inasmuch as previous legislation had
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made no distinction between sailing ships and
steamers in respect of the space to be allowed,
the quantity of water to be carried, and other
matters, in regard to which steamers might
fairly expect some indulgence.

Trade Statistics.

The Committee submit correspondence with
Government on the subject of carly and detailed
statistics of the foreign import and export trade
of India, a desideratum of much importance and
one towards the attainment of which members
will no doubt be glad to give all the aid in
their power, should the present enquiry result
in any proposal of a practical form.,

From Gout. of Bengal to Chamber-of Commerce.
Calcutta, the 2nd December 1871.

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of a letter
No. 2434, dated 15th November, {from the Government
of India in the Financial Department, on the subject
of the adoption of the best means of giving, in th%
monthly and annual trade returns, an approximately

correet statement of the value of the inward and out-.

ward foreign trade of India, and to request that the
Chamber of Commerce will favor the Licutenant-Go-
vernor with their views in the matter,
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Circular from Govt. of Indie, Financial Depart-
ment, to Govt. of Bengal.

Caleulta, the 15¢h November 1871.

T am dirceted to refer for consideration by local
Governments, in communication with the local Chambers
of Commerce, the best means of giving in the monthly
and annual trade refurns an approximately correct state-
ment of the value of the inward and outward forcign
trade of India.

2. A fixed official value, like the official values
formerly observed in the trade returnsof the United
Kingdom, would measure exactly the rate of progress
or decline in the quantities of imports and caports, but it
would mislead in respect of the 7eal value of the trade
between any two countries.

3. But though, for this reason, official values have
been discarded for real values, yet the object of ascer-
taining the valuc at which the trade of one country
exchanges with that of another is not attained from the
export and import returns exclusively of one of the coun-
tries. The exports from India, for example, are return~
ed professedly at the market value at the place of ship-
ment, though the.return to India will be at the higher
price at the place of destination ; while the imports into
Tndia, for which they arc exchanged, arc alco returned at
the higher market value at the place of landing, though
the country from which they were imported will receive
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the inferior markel value they bore at the place of ship-
ment.  The claim of India for her exports is understated,
and her liability for imports is overstated, in her trade
returns.

4. Untrue results like those are unavoidable to soma
extent, inasmuch as the trade returns of any country
must be framed aceording to the values in the country ;
and so long as those values are correcily given, due
allowance for the unavoidable short-comings in the re-
turns can be made by those who consult them.

5. But when the values declared at the Custom
Tlouse are incerrect, and the serious inaceuracies prevail
in the rating of important articles, as appears to have
been the case recently in the valuation of exports of
cotton, the aggregate result of the innccuracies may
seriously mislead those who have to consult the trade re-
turns in the conduct of their business.

6. On theimport side of the trade returns there is a
sceurity against ervor in the circumstance that duty is
assumed on the bull of the imports according to a fixed
tariff value which approximates to the real value, or on
wholesule cash price exclusive of duly; and a further
check against ervor in the major part of the imports can
be applied by comparing the value of exports shipped to
India from the United Kingdom, as given in the Board
of Trade’s returns for the calendar year, with that of
the imports landed in Indiv from Great Britain in the
official year, which is three months later.
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7. The principal errors oceur in the frec imports
and fee exports ; and these latter ave of such magni-
tude that erroncous valuations of them must seriously
vitiate the trade returns.

8. The free articles, however, of import and export
in which {ke trade is large are also comparatively few,
and it may be possible for the local Government to con-
cert with the local Chamber of Commerce arrangements
by which the declarations of value of those principal
articles ab the Custom ITouse, or the rating of them for
the customs’ returns, may be made to conform substanti-

ally with the market price at the time and place of ship-
ment.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal. »
Calewita, 30th December 1871.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
had under consideration the cireular from the Govern-
ment of India in the Financial Department, received
with your letter No. 4430 of the 2nd instant, relative
to the desirablencss of rendering more trustworthy than
they are at present found to be the monthly and annual
returns of the inward and outward forcign trade of
India.

The object of ascertaining, with as near an approach
to accwracy as is practicable, the value at which the
trade of one country exchanges with that of another
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is obviously of great importance, and the utility of
the periodical statements issued by Government will
De largely increased if they tend to establish that object.

The Committee recognize the points presented in the
Tinancial Secretary’s circular as involving difficulties
in amiving at the actual results of the trade of India
with- other countries: and they concur in the opinion
1hat the true proportions of that trade cannot be aceu-
rately measured except by a process which will. yield
results almost absolutely correct.

TIn dealing with the dutiable ewports from India the
right method, in the Committee’s opinion, is to estimate
their value at the moment of exportation, irrespective
of the charges incurred between place of shipment and
place of destination, inasmuch as those charges are as-
sumed to be covered by the prices realised in the import-
ing markets; and if their value is correctly given the
exports from this country must necessarily be accurately
represented: but it would be idle to attempt to follow
and almost impossible to trace the fate of those exports;
and the only means of proximately arriving at the pro-
bable out-turn in forcign markets is by applying the
information ined in ial cireul price
currents, and official records.

With regard to the bulk of dutiable imported com-
modities there should be no difficulty, since the process
of realising the customs revenue affords the amplest
means of ascertaining the exact value of that branch
of trade. ’
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The circular attributes principally to free imports
and free exports, (the latter especially) the errors
which render the trade returns defective in point
of accuracy ; and it is with reference to these classes
that the Government of India appear to desire
an improvement in the system of recording the true
value of the articles which comprise them.

On this point the Committee would remark that they
can scarcely conceive it to be a matter of the least con-
sideration to importers and exporters of free goods to
givean untrue or inaccurate declaration of value, and
they Wwould rather incline to the belief that in such
cases the valuations would be given rather on the side
of excess than of short-value.  Where no possible ob-
ject is gained by a false or fictitious rating of free goods,
it is not easy to understand the alleged recent under va-
luation of exported cotton, and the Committee would
be glad (o learn that the Government have been mis-

" informed in this respect.

The only suggestion the Committee can offer as to
declared values being substantially in conformity with
the market price at the time and place of shipment or
importation is to trust to the integrity and good sense
of those who are interested in the receipt or shipment
of free goods, but in all instances of proved wilful mis-
representation to put into force sections 26 and 216 of
the Consolidated Cusloms Act.

The Committee believe that the quantities and
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weights of frec goods are as a rule correctly returned,
and their actual values could be arrived at without diffi-
culty ; and references to local price currents and the
circulars of merchants and brokers could cnable the
Collector of Customs to verify the valuations declared
by shippers of produce or consignees of imported mer-
chandise.

@il Seed Cargoes.

Referring to the excessive damage which
occurred last year from the heating of rape
seed cargoes, the Committee beg to submit a
letter addressed to them by the Secretary of
the Association for the protection of commer-
cial interests, giving the views of the Under-
writers upon the damage in question, copies of
which were, at time of receipt, circulated to
members of the Chamber. It is within the
knowledge of the Committee that several claims
for damage arising from heating have been set-
tled by underwriters, but still they consider the
view of the stranding clause, as set forth in the
letter under notice, to be the correct one, and in
face of the attitude said to have been taken up
by underwriters the condition of seeds shipped
becomes more than ever matter of importance.
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Lrrom the Secretury to the dssocialion for the pro-
tection of Commercial Interests, as respeets wrechk-
ed and damaged property, t> Chamber of Com-
merce.

Royal Ixchange, London, 24th January 1872.

There have been lately several important eases of seri-
ous heating in cargoes of sced of different descriptions
from Calcutta for this country. The damage to this seed
has been very greab indeed, and the danger to the ship
has also been great.

Underwriters ab present have asked the Commitbee to
investigate these cases very closcly, becaunse they are de-
termined to resist the claim which is made upon them,
under the plea that particular average on the sced is pay-
able because the ship has been buint : but this is plainly
not the burning which is contemplated in the provision
in the policy, whereby it is agreed that particular average
shall be paid if the ship be stranded, sunk or bumt. It
is plain that this does mot contemplate the paymerit for
damage done by spontancous heating of the cargo
even if that may occasion some slight burning to
the ship.  What is intended s, that if from the accidents
of the seas the ship is sunk and the cargo is dumaged,
or stranded and the cargo is damaged, or the ship is burnt
and the cargo is damaged, then that damage to the cargo
shall he made good by the Underwriters,

The Committee desire me to mention this to you that
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the Chamber of Commerce of Caleutta may have the
opportunity of taking such steps as they may think right
to bring the matier to the mnotice of shippers of sced in
Caleutta, that care may be taken that the sced when
shipped is ripe and dry ; as there can be no doubt that
the heating and burning in the cargoes alluded to have
been oceasioned by the green or wet condition of the
seeds when shipped.

Merchants may be in error in looking to their Under-
writers for indemnification for losses arising from such
causes.

‘Tnauthorised Fees at the Custom ZEIouse.

The levy of unauthorised fees by clerks in the
Custom House was brought to the Committee’s
notice by the Collector, in the annexed letter, of
which copies were furnished to members in
March last with the view to put them on their
guard against a practice which the Collector
very propetly condemned ; and the Committee
expressed their obligations to Mr. Crawford for
his action in the matter.

From Collector of Customs to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 22nd March 1872,

It has come to my knowledge that a fim in Caleutta
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has been constantly in the habit of paying fees to the
Custom Mouse clerks under various heads, such as in-
ward entry of vessels, adjusting letters of call, preparing
outward entry of vessels, entry fees, and for after-hours
on Saturdays.

2. When the members of the Chamber of Commerce

in Jannary 1863 consented to the closing of the Custom
House ab 2. a. on Saturdays, on the condition.that
arrangements should be made for the clearance of vessels
after that hour, I considered that they expected that
they would be allowed to clear vessels as” on the other
working-days. I am of that opinion still, and do mnot
consider that any Custom House clerk is entitled to any
gratification whatever for clearing vessels on Saturdays
in ordinary working hours.

3. To shew how grossly the firm in question has heen
imposed upon, I would mention that no less a sum than
87 Rs. has been charged in one Saturday for preparing
outward ecitry and working after-hours, although: the
vessel cleared at 3-30 p. ar.

4. T fear that the firm in question is not singular in
making these payments: and it is scarcely necessary to
point out how helpless T am in such a matter withdut the
co-operation of the members of your Chamber, T trust
therefore that they will co-operate with me in putting
a stop to such practices by strictly refusing to counte-
nance such demands as I have referied to. T need hardly
assure the Members of your Chamber that the Deputy
and As

stant  Collectors with myself will be ready to
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enquire instantly into any eases of illegal demands for
aratuitics, and  thab should any obstruction be placed in
the way of business in consequence of the refusal of
such demands, prompt redress will be given.
Subscription for the sister of the late

" Thomas Waghorn.

At the request of an old and respected mem-
ber of the Chamber, Mr. Samuel Ghiffiths of
Messrs. William Moran and Co., a subscription
list was circulated a few weeks ago for the pur-
pose of raising a small fund to relieve the dis-
tressed circumstances of the aged sister of the
late Mr. Waghorn, whose enterprise and success-
ful exertionsin connection with the establishment
of overland communication between India and
Turope, by way of Egypt, entitled his services to
grateful recognition by Government and tho
public; and the Committec are glad to announce
that contributions to the extent of 4,000 Rupees

- have been placed in the hands jointly of M.

Ghiffiths and Mr. James Layton of Mincing Lane,
London, to be appropriated for Miss Waghorn's
benefit in such manner as they may think will
best seccure that object. - It was suggested hotv-
cver that in the event of her death before those

. funds were exhausted—she being nearly 70 years

55

of age—any surplus should be returned to the
subscribers to be applied to some other charitable
purpose.

Portrait of Sir Wm. Grey.

The Committee have much pleasare in inform-
ing the members of the Chamber that the por-
trait of the late Lieutenant-Governor has been
finished and is considered by all who have seen it
to be an excellent likeness ; the portrait is ex-
pected to arrive shortly, and members will be
duly notified when it is ready for inspection.

Nembers. =

Messrs. Stokes, Coleman and Co. -have heen
admitted by the Committeo as members of the
Chamber, subject to the usual confirmation.

Funds of the Chamber.

The half-yearly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 2,006-4-0 exclusive of
the Reserve of Rs. 12,000 in 4 per cent. Govern-
ment Sceurities.

J. R. BULLEN SMITH,

President.
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ARTICLES,

Cwt, per
Ton Nett,

Cubic
Feet

per Ton.

Cowrics
Cummin Sced
. lack

Cuteh, n bags
Dmcs, vt

dry
])‘ \
Tlephants’ Teoth in Bulk
Turniture

Ginger
Gram
Guwms, in cascs
Guuny Bags and Gunny Cloth
Gunjah
Lemp, in bales of 300 Ibs!
ton, not to exceed
Tides, Bufialo, or Cow, oured
Toofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Horns, Cow, Buffulo, or Decr
Tndia Rubber, in bags ...
in cases

cach, 5 to thc}

N
Tndigo

Tron

Jute, inbales of 300 Ibs, v..\oh, 5 to the ton, |
not to cxceed

Jute Cubbings

Linscod
Mace
Machinery
Metals

M

Mirabolams

Molusse:

Mother o'Peard, in hags
chests

Munjeet
ard or Rapo Seod
: Seed

NN
~ |2 pu
20

"4 Tnas.

50

50
50
60

52

ARTICLES,

Guwt. por

Ton Nett,

Cubic
feet
per Ton.

Opium
Paddy
Puum,ne in bags

Pea
Pepper, Long

Elack
Planks and Deals
Toppy Sced
Putehusk
Rags
Rew Silk, in bales
i Tattans for dunnage
Red Wood, Ditto

Tice
Rope, in coils

Rivm, in ¢

saillover,.

Sago, in cases

Sal-amonine, in bags
" Doxes

Saltpetio .

Salt

Sapan Wood for dumage
Sealing Was, in casos

Senn,
Shells, rough, in bags .
Shellda, in cas
e hng
k Clrussum L
aste

Silk Picce Goods

i

Sking
Soap, country, in cases

o ngs o

o bar ..

Stick Lac, in cases

w g

Suga

uumow fu cozes or casks ..
Talo

Tarmarinds, in cases or casks
Tapicer .

Rica, in bales, per fon of 5 bales not exdg.

Lines and Tiwines, in bundles

5
1 balcs p. ton of 5 bales not oxdi©

per chest.
16 B




ARTICLES.

Cwt, per | Cubio
mon Nett, | oot
por Ton.

Tea,

Teel Seod

Fimber, round
s squared

Tincal

Tobaceo, in balcs

Tortoise Shells, in chests

Turmeric

Wheat

Wool

1. Goods in Casks or Cases to be calculated gross weight
\when paying freight by weight ; and whero freight is made payable
on mcesurement, the measmement b taken on the Custom House
wharf, o other shipping wharf within a radius of 5 miles from
the Custom House, cxoept in the case of Cotton, the measurement
of which shall be taken ab the Serew-house.

9. Measmement to be taken at largest part of the bale,—insido
tho lashing on ono side and outside on the other,

3. Jute, Jube-cu!

gs, Tlemp, Cobton, Safilower, and other ar-

ticles similaaly packed, aro serewed in bales varying from 300 to

400 Tbs.

4. The term © dead weight” shall bo understood to mean the

following articles
P

. CALCUTTA,
120 Februwry 1872.

_ :—Sugar, Salipetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Dholl,
Tinseed, Rapescod and ail Metals,

B, W. I WooD,

Secretary.

Agelasto and Sagrandi.
‘Apenrand Co.
Anstrather and Co.
‘Argenti, Sehilizzi and Co.
Atkinson, Tilton and Co.
‘Atkinson, John and Co.
Ashburner and Co.
Balmer, Lawrie and Co.
Barlow_and Co.
Begg, Dunlop and Co.
Dlacker, G. M.
Borradaile, Schiller and Co.
Buskin, 1. G
Camin, Lamouroux and Co.
Carlisles Nephews and Co.
Colvin, Cowie and Co,

rooks

and Co.
ochrane, 8., Aandger, Agré Bak,
Limited.

Co, Henry S.

DeSonza, Thos, and Co.

Duirschmidt, Grob and Co.

Dyarkanath Dutt and Co.

Tde and Hobson.

Tensthausen and Oesterley.

Twing and Co.

Flliott, John and Co.

T, B D. L.

Forgusson, 7. 1. and Co-

Tindlay, Hoyes and Co.

Feilmann, Mourice and Co.

Finlay, Muir and Co.

Freck, D, and Co.

Gisborne and Co.

Graf and Banziger.

Graham and Co.

Grindlay and Co-

Gubbay, Elias S.

Honderson and Co-

Tlenderson, George and Co.

eilgors, B W and Co.

Hoare, Miller and Co.

Tuber and Co-

Jardine, Skinner and Co.

Keottlowell, Bullon and Co-

Kelly and Co.

Ker, Dods and Co.

Knawles, H., dgont, Borneo_Conpany.

Tongnulr, Thos., Manager, Delhi and
“Tondon Bank, Limitcd.

Lovell, H, P., Supdt,, P. & O Steam
Navigation Compan 3.

xi

MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

. Lyall, Reunic and Co.

Macallister, R., Agent, Tudor Company.

Mackinuon, Mackenzie and Co.

Mackenzie, Lyall and Co.

Macknight, Anderson and Co.

Moran, 1¥. and Co.

Manockjee Rustomjee.

Murray, W., Agent, Hong-Kong

Shanghai Banking Corporation.

Pearce, Macrac and Co.

Playfair, Duncan and Co.

Tetrocochino Drothers.

Pecl, Jacob and Co.

Prestage, F., Agent of the Fastern
Bengal Railway Company.

Prawnkizsen Law and Co.

Proston, Alfred.

TRalli Brothers.

Ralli and Mavrojani.

Robert and Charriol.

Teentiors and Co.

Tobinson, §. H. .

Robinsow, T M., Managing Director of
the Bengal Coal, Company.

TRose and Co.

Reid, 3. M., 4 gent, Charteredderzantile
et of Tndia, London, and China.

Ronand, A., Manager, Comploir D'Es-
comple 6 Paris.

Sehilizzi and Co.

Sehlaepfor, Putz and Co.

Schroder, Smidt and Co.

Sclivene, Kilbum and Co.

Shand, Failie and Co.

Shaw, Jameson and Co.

Smith, D. A. and Co.

Smith, Samuel, Sons and Co.

Stokes, Coleman and Co.

Serymgeour, J. S, Agent, Orientsl
Bank: Corporation.

Thomas, J. and Co.

Tarner, Morrison and Co.

Touhnin, L. W. ud Co.

Pamvaco and Co.

Ulimany, Hirschhorn and Co.

Woinholt Brothers.

Whyte, G. A, dgent, Chartersd Banks
of India, Australia and Ching.

Whitney Brothers and Co.

Williamson Brothers and Co.

Wiseman, Mitchell, Reid aud Co.

ills, Bdmands and Co.

Wolff, Wilmans and Co.

Yaule, Andrew and Co.

&=

i0FBsSIL MEMBERS.

Becher, Win—Goulaity, dssn:
Tamilton, Brown and Co—dlirpore.

I Howard’ Brothers,—dirsapoic.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

or Tan

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

First ... That the Socicty shall be styled «Tun
Brnean Cramsrr or Commenon.”
Second.... That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to watch
over and protect the gﬁneral commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal and
specially those of the port of Caleutta;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public autho-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ceive references from, and to arbitrate
between, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.

Third...."That merchants, bankers, —ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be admissible as
members of the Chamber.

Tourth.,,.That candidates for admission as mem-

bers of the Chamber shall he proposed

xiil

and seconded by two members; and may
be clected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being. subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensiing General Meeting.

Fiftheon....That the subscription of firms and hanks
shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil members 32 rupees per
annum. '

Sizil ... That any member of the Chamber whose
subseription shall be threc months in
arvears shall cease to be a member, and
his mame shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
month’s' notice of such default.

Seventh... That the business and funds of the Cham-
Der shall he managed by a Committee of
seven Members, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
1o be elected annually at a General Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in bhis absence,
the Vice-President being ex-officio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sonce of the President and Viee-Dresi-
dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman.,  Four to form a quorum.

Bighth... Annual clections of President, Vice-
Prosident, and members of the Com-




Ninth...

Tenth...

Lleventh.

xiv

mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-
dent, from the Presidency for three
months or by departure for Europe, or
by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the clection determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
Committee. All vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committee
shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee subject to approval at
first ordinary general mecting thereafter.
That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be cligible to serve as members of
the Committee.:

Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time. ‘

That the Committee shall meet for the
purpose of transacting such business as
may come withinthe province of the

Twelfth.

v

Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings be open to the in spection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.
That all proceedings of the ‘Committee
be subject to approval or otherwise of
General Mectings duly convened.

Phirteenth.That a half:yéarly report of the proceed-

ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, and circulated for information
of members three days previous to the
Gieneral Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval

Fourlconth.That the Secretary shall be elected

by the Committee ; such election to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Fifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber

shall be held at such times as the Com-
mittee may consider -convenient for the
despatel of business.

Siwteentk That any number of members present

shall be held to constitute a General Meet-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.




xvi . ! . il
Seventeenth. That on the vequisition of any five mem- ) ‘as honorary members .for a period not ex-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or, . ceeding two months.

in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman .of Committee, shall call s
Spedial Gencral Meeting to be held with-
in 15 days subsequent. to receipt of sucly

Toenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be
made except by the votes of a majo-
rity of the members of the Chamber

requsibion. present in person or by proxy ab o
Eighteenth.That every subscribing firm or bank Speécial General Meeting to be held
shall be entitled to onc vote only, and that . ) after previous notice. of three months.

the Chairman of Committec and Chairman
of General Mectings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.

Nineteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Twentieth.That voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber. . ) RS eaneS

Twenty-first.That the Chamber reserves to itseld
the right of expelling any of its members;
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members present in
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-
ral Mecting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such. expulsion.

Twenty-sccond.That strangers visiting the Presiden- -

cy may be admitted by the Commitice ' Concs and Co., No, 19, Lolt Busar
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