








'REPORT

or

THE COMMITTRER

or THE

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

From 1st May to 31st October 1871,

Galewtta:

PRINTED BY CONES AND CO., No, 19, LOLL BAZAR,

1871.




INDE X

Sussncis.

Report Page.

Appendix Page.

Mode of collection of Tncome Tax)
on interest on Government Secu-
ities o

Conversion of 5 per cont Loan of (
56-57

Decimal Sub-division of the Rupee,

Pawmben Channel -
Alteration of Rule VIIT
Octroi Duties
Port Canning

Reporting Steam Tugs in Tolegraph
Guzeite

( Collector’s account at the
; Bank of Bengal

Classification of Dhooties in
bills of entry

Export Manifests

Customs.

Subsidiary mavks in shipping
bills ...

Weight of Grey Cotton Goods
for customs duty o

{ Duty on imported Flour ...
Publication of periodical Statmnents]
of Prices of Grain in the Upper

Provinces wf
The Jeities .

Schedule of Charges for ~shipping
goods at the Jetbies .

Swoet Tramways

Testimonial to Sir William Grey ...




INDEX.

Suvizers. Report Page.
Members 69
Funds of the Chamber 70

Schedule of Commission charges ...

Tonnage Schedule for the Port of
Caleutia . .
Members of the Chamber

Rules and Regulations of the
b )

Appendix Page,

Proceedings of the Half-yearly General Meeting of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on Satur-
day, the 16th December 1871.

The Hon'ble J. R. Bullen Smith, President,
in the chair,

The Chairman opened the proceedings by
reading the advertisement convening the meet-
ing, and in moving the adoption of the half-
yearly report drew attention to the subject
of the five-per-cent loan of 1856-57, and ob-
served that this was a subject in which the
Committec had thought they should take imme-
diate action. He observed that the main provi-
sions of the conversion were such as no exception
could perhaps be taken to, and the eagerness
with which holders had come forward and taken
up the loan showed that the terms were liberal.
But the subsidiary arrangements, he remarked,
were in some respects decidedly objectionable.
Tor instance, it had been decided that the option
of conversion was to be determined by priority
of application, dating from the issue of the noti-
fication. Now, by this ruling, the choice was
practically denied to many ; for the secuvities of
the new five-per-cent loan were, in common with
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others, largely held in this city by the banks and
various agency houses on behalf of constituents
absent from this country, and were in many
cases only accompanied by a power of attor-
ney to draw interest, leaving the securities them-
selves to be dealt with, as regarded sale or trans-
fer only, under instructions and special authority
transmitted by the owners from time to time.
This ruling had put those holding securities on
behalf of constituents in a position of much doubt
and perplexity, for they were either to take upon
themselves the responsibility of acting without
instructions, or passively permit their constituents
to run the risk of ‘being shut out altogether from
the advantages which conversion appeared un-
doubtedly to confer. Thus, the choice was prac-
tically denied to many, for Government refused
to accept applications unless the papers came in
accompanied by a power of sale, which, within the
limited time allowed, was, in consequence of the
absence of holders from this country, impossible
to be transmitted. ITe referred to the able lot-
ter on the subject from Madras, printed in the
report 5 and he entirely failed to see how the
interest of Government could be damaged had
they given previous notice putting people on
their guard. e regrettod that the representa-
tion of the Chamber had failed,
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The next subject which called for a few re-
marks was the decimal sub-division of the rupee.
He reminded the members that some months
back the Commwittee received from the Govern-
ment of Bengal sundry papers on this subject,
accompanied Dy a request for the expression of
their opinion as to whether the proposed change
was desirable.  Although he was fully impressed
with a sense of the advantages of a decimal sys-
tem considered generally, yet he thought that
there was no practical necessity for the decimalisa-
tion of the rupee. He referred to Mr. Moles-
worth having introduced a decimal system in
Ceylon, and observed that that gentleman, im-
pressed with its successful acceptance there, had
ventured to hope that a somewhat similar system

‘might be inaugurated in this country : but he

thought that the question was altogether different
as regards India, for the rupee had already been
otherwise divided, whereas in Ceylon it was mnot
so. ITe further thought that the adoption of the
proposed system was to be deprecated as tonding
to harass and disquiet the masses of the people
without securing for them any corresponding ad-
vantage. The decimal system had been rejected
in England after the most searching inquiry into
every circumstance that could be conceived as
likely to be advantageously affected by the
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change ; and such having been the case in Eng-
land, the necessity was greater for abstaining
from doing anything which was opposed to the
established habits of the people of ihis country,
who viewed with suspicion all such changes. He
said in conclusion that the Madras Chamber of
Commerce had addressed the Government on the
subject to a similar effect, and he hoped that the
measure would not be pressed forward.

In thus giving an opinion against the decimal
sub-division of the Rupee, the Committee had
not, however, been inconsistent with their late
assent to the introduction of a decimal system of
weights and measures. In respect of these no
uniformity existed throughout the country, they
differed in every zillah, he might almost say in
every hazar ; and this being so, while it was very
desirable to have uniformity, and necessary
for this end to introduce a system altogether new,
the decimal sub-division appeared undoubtedly
the most desirable to adopt.

The next subject for remark was the Paumben
Channel. In their last report the Committee
allnded to the increased attention which the
opening up of this channel hetween the mainland
and Ceylon as atracting in  England, ang
they had since received from Government a num-
ber of papers on the subject, which were embodi-
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ed in the report. In response to the request for
an expression of their opinion, the Commiltee
had no hesitation in stating their belief that the
opening up of the passage would be to the al-
ready large and rapidly increasing steam-trade a
substantial and decided benefit, affording as it
would to steamers a saving of over 700 miles of
distance and corresponding economy of fuel.
More recent papers showed, however, that the ex-
pense of the project would be very much larger
than was originally. supposed, and it was for Go-
vernment to consider whether the shipping likely
to pass through the channel could bear the amount
of toll which would be required to cover the outlay.
The Chairman said that complaints had reached
the Committee that octroi-duties were being
levied at certain stations of the North-West and
the Punjab in such a manner as to invest them
with the character of an inland transit duty. The
Jommittee accordingly addressed the Govern-
ment of the N. W. Provinces, by whom they
were informed that within the Limits of that Go-
vernment every precaution was taken to prevent
the octroi being a transit duty, and that the
Committee had been wrongly informed on the
subject. Te was glad that the Committee had
such an authoritative denial of the practice allud-
ed to, and he hoped that the results of the inqui-
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vy instituted in the Punjab and the Central Pro-
. vinces would be as satisfactory as the present
assurance.

The Chairman said that the recent occurrence
of another disastrous fire in a jute screw-house
situated in the very heart of the business part of
the city, had anew forced upon the Committee
the necessity of moving in the matter of protec-
tion from similar danger. The local Govern-
ment recognized the importance of the subject,
and within the last few days had submitted to
the Committee draft of the Bill which it was pro-
posed to passin the local Council for the more
effectual control of jute screw-houses and de-
Pots, but in his opinion the Bill did not go nearly
far enough. Tt seemed to him, the Chairman,
that there was no middle way in this question,
and that proper protection could only he arrived
at by the absolute removal of all such places
beyond the limits of the town, where operations
in this inflammable article could be carried on with
less risk to property generally.  He was glad to
sce one of the Members of the Chamber who
now sab in the local Council, Mr, Colvin, had
advocated this view when leave was asked to
introduce the Bill, and he hoped this course would
be adopted.  But should this measure be thought
too extreme, and that an alternative one me.sL

7

be accepted, then he; the Chairman, trusted the
Bill would be made more stringent, leaving less
to the discretion of Magistrates and others, and
providing specially by legal enactment for vari-
ous points such as that no work should be done
in any compound, court or other uncovered
space attached to any jute screw-house or
g-odowu ; that all such places should have pucea
roofs and be protected by fire-proof doors and
shutters, &c., &e. The Chairman then moved
the adoption of the Committee’s Report which
was seconded by Mr. A. C. Pott and unani-
mously carried.

The Chairman next presented to the meeting
the new tonnage schedule lately drawn up by
the Committee, in concert with various other
Members of the Chamber who had been kind
enough to assist in the work. He pointed out
some of the chief alterations and additions which
had been made, finally moving the adoption of
the schedule. A. lengthened discussion ensued,
chiefly as to the ‘advisability of reducing the
measurement ton of cotton, jute and similar arti-
cles from 52 to 50 feet, on which subject much
difference of opinion existed,—resulting in the
following resolutions :— .

1st.—Proposed by Mr. E. C. Morgan, and
seconded by Mr. Abbott, that the revised sche-
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dule be -adopted, with the amendment that the
ton of jute, cotton, and similar articles now set
down at 52 feet, be altered to 50 fect.

Amendment proposed by Mr. VanCutsem,
and scconded by Mr. Vlasto, that the schedule
remain wnallered, was lost.

2nd—Proposed by Mr. Cox, and seconded by
M. Duncan, that so much of the first foot-note to
the schedule as refers to measurement on the whazf
be omitted.

Amendment proposed by Mr. Whitney, and
seconded by Mr. Abbott, that the words “awith-
i a radins of five wmiles from the Custom-house
wharf” be added to the same foob-note alter the
words “ the measurement be taken” in lieu of the
words now coneluding that note,—was carried.

My, Willeox then proposed that the measure-
ment of jute and collon be taken alongside of
ships ; bub the proposition, being out of order,
was nob put to the mesting.

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the
proceedings,

LW, I Woob,
Secretaiy.
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE ror zur Porr oF CaLCUTTA, submitted
at a General Meeting of Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held
on the 16th December 1871, and adopted with effect from 1st
July 1872,

’ o s Cwt. per
ARTICLES, L per
Tou Nett. per Ton.

Aloes, in bags and boxes ...
Alum, in ditto
‘Aniseed, if p‘\c‘u.d in bags of one maund
. otherwise
Arrowroot, in cases
Arsenic, in bags or cases ..
Asafootida, in bags and boxes
Apparcl, in boxes .
Bark, in bags
Bees” Wax
Betol-nut
Books
Borax
Bra

Brimstone

Bullion

Cake-lac, in bags

Camphor, iu cases

Cardumoms, in obins
boxes

n boxes

. lags

Castor Sced

Chillies, (dry) in bugs

China Root; T bugs

Cassis

N boxes

Chircita

Churralt

Cigars

Cloves, in bags
boxes -

Coals’

Cochineal, in cases and barrels

Coflee, in bn

casks
Cmr, loose aud unserewed
Copras, or Cocoanut Kernel
Coriander Seed .
Cotton,
Cowries




Blephants’ Tecth in bulk
Furniture .
Garlic and Onions .
Gingor

Gram

Gums, in cases
Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth
Gunjah

Hemp.

Hides, Buflalo, or Cow, enred
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Horus, o aud Buililo, loose

India Rubl»er in bags
» in cases

Tndigo

Tron and all metals

Jute,

Jutc Cuttings,

Yac Dyo

Lard

Tinsoed

Mace

Machitiery, by special agreement

Mathie Sced

Mirabolams

Molasses

Mother o’'Pear], in bags

chests

Munjeot

Mustaud ot Rapo Sced
Niger See

Nutmeas, m cases or casks
Nux Vomica

Oats -
Oil, in cases
L casks
Opitiim -
Paddy " - i

10
Cubic
Cwt, per
ARTICLES. feol
Ton Nott | or “To,
Cummin Sced
Black
Guteh, T bags or boses
Dates, wot .
y dry
Dholl -

11
. Cubic
Cwt, per
ARTICLES. | J Fost
| Ton Nett. | o e
Talmatine, in bags . 16
Peas 20
Toppor, Long X 12
Bluck oo
Planks and Deals
Poppy Sced
Putclnck .

Tngs
Taw Silk, in balos

Tattans for dunnage - .
Red Wood, ditto o
Bhea

Rope in oofls
Lines and Twines, in bundles
TRum, in casks .
Saiflower
Sago, v cases s
Sal-amoniae, in bags
,, boxes
Saltpoiro

Salt X
Sapan Wood for dunnage
Seuling Wax, in cases
Seed-lic, in cases
bags

Somna leaf
Sholls, rough, in bags .
Shell-lac, in cases

a
Silk Chussum
,,  Waste

Silk Picce Goods

Skins

Soap, country, in cases
” hags
" bar

Stick Lac, in enses i

Dags

Sugar

Tallow, in casks

Tale

Tamarinds, in casks

4 hhds,
50

50

!




Ot per %‘MB
TICLES. Fon 1 ect
AR Ton Nett. | o oy,

Tapioca

oa,
Teel Seed
Timber, round

4w Bquared
Tincal
Tobacco leaf, in bales
Tortoise Shells, in chests .
Turmeric .
Wheat
Wool, T

Goods in Casks or Cases to be calewlated gross weight when paying
Jreight by weight ; and where freight is made payable on measure.
ment, the measurement be taken on the Custom House wharf, or
ofler shipping wharf wlthin a radivs of 5 miles from the Custom
House,

Jute, Jute Cuttings, Hemp, Cotton and Saflover, and other articles
similarly packed, are screwed in bales varying from 300 lbs. to
400 Ibs.

Lhe term “ dead weight” shall be understood to mean the following
articles :—Sugar, Saltpetre, Rice, Wheat, Gram, Dholl, Peas, and
«ll Metals. '

H. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.
Carev1na, ]

16 December 1871, |

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Rerorr or mur Coxdirrrsn For e ITanr-voar
uxprp 31st Ocrosir 1871.

The Committee have the pleasure to submit
their xeport on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the past
half-year.

NEode of collection of Income Tax on interest on
Grovernment Securities.

In their last report the Committee recorded
the correspondence which had passed between
them and the Financial Department of the Go-
vernment of India in relation to this matser, and
have now merely to submit the closing letter
from the Government which came to hand after
issue of their report.  From this letter it will be
seen that the Government finally declined to ad-
mit the injustice of which the Commitice com-
plained, or to accept the remedy they proposed.
While regretting that their action was not attend-

A
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ed with relief to those concerned, the Committce
are still of opinion that the position they took up
was incontrovertible, and can only express their
hope that as to any future change in established
procedure in matters of this nature Government
may see fit to give a much more extended notice
than was vouchsafed on the occasion under re-
view :—

Gout. of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Stmla, 5th June 1871.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 9th May.

2. The income tax Act of 1871 altered the method
only of levying the duty upon the interest on Govern-
ment securities,—it made no change in he incidence of the
tax.  Ascxplained in my former letter, income tax was
due for the year 1870-71 upon no interest on- Govern-
ment securities which was not actually payable between
the 31st March 1870 and 1st April 1871, and income
tax under the Act of 1871 is due upon the interest
actually payable between the 81st March 1871 and the
Ist April 1872,

3. The Chamber of Commerce admits that this is rea-
sonable and equitable, but urges that it may not have baen
understood, and that a buyer on the 1st March may have
reasonably supposed that he would not be liable to duty

3

in respect to the interest on securities purchased by him
due shortly after the Ist April.

4. T have already had the honor to inform you that if
it can be shewn that, under any misapprehension, income
tax was paid under the Act of 1870 on more than two
half years’ interest on any Government sccuritics, a re-
fund will be made ; but the Governor General in Couneil
cannot admit that there was any ground for such mis-
apprehension in the state of the law or in the practice of
the administration, and he vegrets that he cannot suspend
the Jaw for the relief of any purchaser who may have
suffered under a misunderstanding of this character.

5, Tam to add, however, that itis not understood
how any misapprehension of the Iaw can have injured
any person who intends to hold securities which he has
recently hought

6. Upon any interpretation of the law such a pur-
chaser must have known that he would be called upon to
pay during the year 1871-72 any income tax that might
be imposed upon twelve months’ interest. IHad the
method of taxing such interest not been changed, he
would have had to return 12 months’ interest as part of
his income, and half the income tax on this would have
been due at once—even ewlier indeed than under the
new method.

7. Anda person who bought to re-sell will recover
the income tax from his purchaser as readily on this
occasion ag on any future occasion,

—_— ,
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Conversion of 5 per cent Lean of 1856-59.

‘When the Notification No. 3206 of the Govern-
ment of Indiain the Financial Department was
issued, your Committee felt that while the main
provisions of the conversion were such as no ex-
ception could perhaps fairly be taken to, the sub-
sidiary arrangements were in some respects deci-
dedly objectionable and ill-caleulated to afford to
all holders of the 5 per cent stock the option to
which they deemed them fairly entitled. The ob-
jections taken by the Committee were embodied
in their letter of 20th September to the Finan-
cial Secretary, which, together with the reply
thereto, will be found below. 1t will be scen that
this reply scarcely touched upon the main objec-
tion urged by the Committee, which was thai
while the option of conversion was appavently
offered to allholders of the 5 per cent loan it was,
in consequence of the early date at which recep-
tion of applications commenced, and still more in

_consequence of the ruling that no applications
for conversion would be received unless accom-
panied by a power of sale of the secrities to
which they referred, practically denied to many,
In a second lotier, under date 6th Octo-
ber, the Committee anew endeavoured to urge

their views wupon the Government of India,
but in vain; and the conversion scheme has
since Deen closed on the terms at first noti-
fied, to the certain exclusion of many holders,
who find themselves shut out from its benefits,
because they had not made arrangements
which nothing in the previous practice of the
Government nor in the ordinary conduct of busi-
ness could have led them to suppose were neces-
sary. The Committee believe that their action
in this matter although, like that referred to in
the preceding paragraph, unsuccessful in obtain-
ing any modification of the evils complained of,
has yet met with general acceptance ; and they
deem it well to add to their own correspon-
dence copy of a letter addressed to Government
by the Madras Chamber of Commeree, in which
the hardship of the obligatory production of
powers of sule is forcibly dwelt upon :—

Chamber of Comanerce to Government of India.
Caleutta, 20th September 1871,

Tam desired by the Committee of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce to submit the following observations
relating to Notification No. 8206 of the Government
of India, in the Financial Deparbment, published in the
Gazelte Brtraordinary of the 16th instant.
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The Committee feel that it is not their province ina
communication of this nature to comment upon the
leading features of the Resolution of His Excellency
the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council in refer-
ence to the new 5 per cent. loan of 1856-57 as detailed
in the above-mentioned notification, and they recognise
with much satisfaction the feeling which has prompted
the Government to make public the nature of the ar-
rangements determined upon somewhat in advance of
the date when such intimation was looked for. The
Commitlee may, however, be permitted to say ihat, as
Government had resolved mnot to offer the option of
conversion to the full extent of the loan, it would, in
their opinion, have been a course more equitable and
more lilkely to afford general satislaction to have allotted
the swu available for conversion pro rafa, in proportion
to the extent of their holding in ithe 5 per cent. loan,
among all those who were willing to accepb this mode
of discharge rather than be paid off in cash,

It having been decided, however, that the option of
conversion is to become available not on the above prin-
ciple bub according to priovity of application, I am
desived to express the regret of the Committee that such
application should have been made receivable imme-
diately after issue of the notification, instead of at a date
sufficiently distant to have pat the privilege within
the reach of all. The scewrities of the new -;pe\' cont.
loan are, in common with others, largely held in this
city by the Banks and various Agency Houses on behalf
of constituents absent from this country, and

are in
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many cases only accompanied by a power of attorney
to draw interest, leaving the securities themselves to
be dealt with, as regards sale or transfer only, under
instructions and special authority transmitted by the
owners from time to time.

The orders of the Government of India, under which
the option of conversion is to be determined by priority
of application, dating from the issue of the notification,
have pub those holding securities as above on behalf of
absent constituents in a position of much doubi and
perplexity, for they must either take upon themselves
the responsibility of acting without instruetions, or
passively permitting their constituents to run the risk
of heing shut out altogether from the advantages which
conversion appears ab the present time undoubtedly to
offer.

The Committee would further remark that the consti-
tuonts themselves cannob be said to have committed
any laches in this matter, sceing that the intimation
of the intentions of Government was not expected
before the middle of October, and that action upon
them prior to the date of maturity of the loan, or 16th
of January next, was not anticipated. What has been
said of Caleutta is doubtless equally applicable to
Bombay and Madras; and it may be remarked that,
although the Covernment notification has been pub-
lished simultaneously in London, the position of the
absent holders in question is not thereby improved
as their securities are in this country, and no application
for conversion will be registered by His Grace the
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Sceretary of State for India without their production.
Tad the earliest date for application been fixed at, say,
the Ist or 15th December, the most distant holders
would have been able to transmit their instructions and

ary powers, much doubt and anxiety would have
ed to agents, and not a few holders, among them
many  of those who ecan least attord it, would have been
spared the loss which the Committee fear must now in-
evitably fall wpon them. The Committee cannot for a
moment conceive that Government would intentionally
pub some holders of its securities in a different and loss
favorable position than others interested in the same
loan, yeb such will undoubtedly be the practical effect of
that part of the notification of 16th instant to which
T have been instracted to draw attention.

A few months ago the Committee had occasion to
point out, in connection with the rules issued for the
collection of the income tax, how lmdly a sudden and
unnotified change in the previously existing practice
had fallen upon a certain class of operators in Govern-
ment securities, and it is with corresponding yegret they
find in the notification now under review a defect some-
what similar in chavacter, but likely to be attended with
much more serious cousequences,

Government of India to Chamber of Commerce.

Simla, the 30th, September, 1871.

I am diveeted by the Governor General in Couueil to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 20th

il

instant, wpen the subject of the notification reeently
issued, announcing the discharge, ab matwrity, of the
5 per cent loan of 1856-57.

2. The first duty of the Government of India in
such transactions is to sceure for the revenues of India
the greatest amount of benefit ab the least probable
visk. These objects have been secured as eftectually as
was practicable by the course which the Government of
India has adopted in this instance.

3. The alternative courses which are now recom-
mended by the Chamber do not at all commend them-
selves to the judgment of the Government of Iudia,
and run counter to one of the essential principles of
the recent notification, The adoption of any such alter-
natives would have obliged the Government of India
to concede more favorable terms than those actually
conceded, would have protracted unnecessarily the
period of uncertainty, and would have involved a certain
amount of public loss. The Government of India, as
steward of the general interest, is not prepared to incur
such sacrifice for the sake of conferring on the holders
of a small portion of the whole stock a benefit to whicit
they are not entitled.

4. The market price of Government sccuritics since
the notification appears to show that the terms offered
by the Government ave considered satisfactory by the
public ereditors as a body, and there is no doubt in the
mind of the Governor-General in Couneil as to their
Leing fully liberal.

=)

[
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5. The helders of the five per cent loan were en-
titled to nothing more than re-payment in cash ab due
date, and the Government of India are unable to admit
that, in discharging a portion of the loan in cash, and
the remainder by conversion into another loan aceept-
able to its creditors, it is chargeable with any injustice
whatever.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Indic.
Caleutta, 6th October, 1871.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
your communication No. 4059, dated 30th ultimo, reply-
ing to the letter which the Committee of this Chamber
addressed to yon on the 20th idem, regarding the notifi-
cation lately issued as to the conversion of the 5 per
cent loan of 1856-57.

1t is maiter of much regret to the Commitiee that the
whole point of their letter appears to have been over-
looked, for a reference to that representation will show
that they entirely abstained from commenting upon tho
main features of the late operation to which allusion is
made in paragraphs 4 and 5 of your letter under reply.
So far from questioning in any degree the liberality of
the terms offered by Government, the Committee, had
they -decmed it their duly to enter on the subject at all,
would have expressed the opinion that at the time the
notification was issued ierms less liberal would have
secured to the Government the full suceess of the scheme ;
and they certainly would not have questioned for :

2 mo-

n

ment the absolute right of the Government to discharge
a loan partly by cash and partly by conversion acceptable
to the creditors.

The object of the Chamber’s representation was to
draw the attention of the Government of India to the
—in their opinion—inequitable nature of the subsidiary
arrangements under which the conversion of the 1856-57
loan has been brought forward, which, while nominally
offering the option of conversion to all the holders of 5
per cent stock, practically denies such option to many.
The Committee of this Chamber concur in the proposition
stated in your 2nd pavagraph, to the effect that in finan-
cial operations it is incumbent wpon the Government of
India to securc for the revenue of the country the great-
est amount of henefit at the least possible risk, but they
cannot admit that such general benefit is to be sceured by
dealing exceptionally with a certain section, however

small, of a large body of public creditors who have hither-
to all been upon the same footing. It is the opinion of
the Committee that all holders of the 5 percent loan
had, if not a legal, at least an equitable and moral right
to be placed on precisely equal terms in respect of the con-
version, discharge, or payment of the loan as might be

* determined by Government. The rules for conversion as

seb forth in the notification under veview do not confer
such equality, but practically put the option of conversion
beyond the reach of many. In this respect and to this
extent the notification appeared to the Committee unfor-
tunate and inconsistent with the broad spirit of equity by
which they are sure the Government of India would be
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desivous of characterising all its dealings with public
creditors ; and, with all respeet, T am divected to add that
the Committee can find nothing in your communication
under acknowledgment tending to alter this opinion,

Yovernient of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Stmla, 13th October 1871.
I am divected by His Ixeellency the Right How'ble

the Viceroy and  Governor Cleneral in Council to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated Gth instant.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of India.
Madras, 30i% September 1871,

The Officiating  Accountant General of Madras, in a
Notification under date the 20th instant, which was pub-
lished yesterday cvening, has announced that the Scere-
tary of State has heen requested to warn all holders of
Government Promissory Notes of the 5 per cent Loan
of the 28th Fobruary 1857, that ty

' I 2 ansfers to the new
4% per cent Transfor Loan of 1872 caunot he cfleeted in
India by agenf

ts unless ou the production of powers of
sale.

T am now desived by
bring to the notice
intimation of the

the Chamber of Commeree to
of the Government of India, that no

above mentioned ayy:
bove mentioned arangement  wag
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made in the Notifieation of the Right IHon'ble the
Viceroy and Governor General in Council, of the 16th
instant, with regard to the discharge of the 5 per cent
Loan. In that Notification, itis stated, that His Grace
the Scoretary of State for India has been requested to
receive tenders for the transfer of any Notes of the
5 per cent Loan held in England ; and further «that no
application for transfer ” assumedly in cither England or
Tndia, « will he reccived after the 15th November next.”
You are, however, aware that a large amount of the 5
per cent Loan is held by parties resident in England,
but whose paper is deposited with agents in this coun-
try, who have powers of attorney enabling them to draw
interest thereon. The new Notification of the Accoun-
tant General strikes a serious blow at the interests of the
above large class, for even if it is possible to ask them by
wire to send out powers of sale, and if these powers do
reach India before the 15th November, it is almost cer-
tain thal the great bulk of their applications for transfer
will reach the proper department after the whole amount
to be transferred has been taken up by investors who
happen to be on the spot where their paper is, Tven
had the members of the Chamber been led to suspeet that
any departure from the usual course was in this instance
contemplated, and that any additional authority to
transfer beyond what has hitherto been considered sufli-
cient would be demanded by the Government, they
would at once have inferred that a letter from the Comp-
troller General of Accounts to the Bank of Dengal, dated
3rd February 1870, had been overlooked, for it is stated
there by that officer, that—< 2nd.  Under « power for
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the veecipt of intevest, a lolter of instruction from the
Principal to Iis Agent is neecssary before « transjer can
be permitied.  As in the Notification of the Right Ho-
norable the Viceroy and Governor General in Couneil,
no modification of this authoritative ruling was announced,
the Chamber naturally concluded that it would hold
good, and they respectfully protest against the new
action of the Financial Department, as tending to create
uneasiness in the minds of investors, and a {ecling that
their interests are liable to be compromised by caprici-
ous departures from what they understand to be the fixed
policy of Government,

Were the 5 per cent loan to be paid off in eash, and
amew loan offered with no ostensible reference to the
old one, the nced of a new authority to tender for the new
Joan would be indisputable ; but this is nob the present
case.  The Chamber fuil to wnderstand why a power of
attorney that has been held sufficient for the receipt of
interest and renewal of notes of the 5 per cent. loan,
should not e deemed sufficient for transfer to the
loan that has sprung from it.

The Chamber would also peint out that the regulation,
now for the first time imposed, will oblige owners of
paper to entrust their agents with the absolute contyol
of their property, and that, in very many cases, greab
hesitation may naturally be felt in doing so.

T have, thercfore, the honor, on behalf of the Cham-
ber of Commeree, to solicit the Government of Indin
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to rescind the Notification, that by their order has heen
published by the Accountant General, Madras, or, if
that cannot be done, that the Government will be pleased
to allow transfers to be made on the personal guarantee
of agents that the power of sale will be produced within
three months from the date of applieation. The effect
of the Notification, as it now stands, published as it was
yesterday, must be to exclude applications for transfer
Dy agents on behalf of principals from whom it is almost:
physically impossible to obtain the authority now insisted
upon, until two or moro weeks after the last day on
which applications will be received. The Chamber are
sanguine that having pointed out the hardship which the
new Notification involves, Government will be pleased to
take immediate steps to remedy it. They are loath to
elieve that, merely to add alittle to the revenue from
stamps, the Government of India will persist in a course
which will injure severely many innocent holders of the
Government’s own sceurities.

Decimal Sub-division of the Rupee.

The Committee received from the Government
of Bengal sundry papers hearing on this subject,
accompanied by a request for the expression of
their opinion as to whether the proposed change
was desirable.  Although fully impressed with
the advantages of a decimal system considercd
generally, the Committec were unanimous in
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thinking that as no practical necessity for {he
decimalization of the rupee exists, the adoption
of the proposed measure is 1o be deprecated, as
tending' to harass and disquiet the masses of
the people without securing for them any corres-
ponding advantage. The Committee’s reply
to Government in this sense is given below, and
as they understand the Chamber of Commerce
at Madras have addressed the Government of
that Presidency on the same subject to a similar
effect, they are hopeful the measure will not be
pressed forward.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Bengal.

Caleutla, 5th October 1871,

The Committec of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your Ietter No. 33 of
28th Angust, and its enclosures, rclative to the decimal
sub-division of the vupee as propounded by Mr. Moles-
worth and submitted for the consideration of the Go-
vernment of India; and I am instructed to

communi-
cate the following observations. ’

The arguments used by Mr. Molesworth in his inter-
csting memorandum, and the grounds upon which he
so strongly advocales the modification of the system
which has long prevailed throughout British India, have
been weighed with due regard to the important question
which the proposition involyes,
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‘The scheme appears to be based mainly upon the
movement recently made in Ceylon, and on the fact that
if a decimal system is established there it may be regard-
ed as a fair presumption that it would pave the way toa
similar change in the currency of India. Impressed with
its successful acceptance there, Mr. Molesworth ventures
to hope that a somewhat similar policy may he inaug-
urated in India—though at the same time he {frankly
admits there arve difficulties in the way, which may
nevertheless be gradually overcome and removed—and
anticipates with great confidence the realisation of mate-
vial benefits by the practical adoption of his proposition.

It cannot be denied that the people of Ceylon took a
wise step in endeavouring to associate the decimal system
with the introduction of a totally distinct currency ; their
position was singularly favorable for its adoption ; and
the abandonment of the sterling currency of the Island—
for reasons doubtless good and sufticient, though not
declared—opened an easy path for the change which Mr,
Molesworth was instrumental in effecting.

The superiority of the decimal principle—in  the
abstract—to the exisling practice commends itself to the
Jjudgment of the Committee of the Chamber 5 indeed
their opinion in this respect has already been recorded in
their representation to Government on the question of
revising the system of weights and measures used in this
country ; hut after a careful review of all the points of
Mr. Molesworth’s memorandum the Committeo are
unable to discover any sufficient reason why the monetary
arrangement with which the people of India are familiar

c
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should undergo any modification ; for if the rupee is -to
retain its position as the unit of Indian money—and
there does not appear the remotest prospect of that
position being disturbed—it is difficult to comprehend
the expediency of altering its sub-divisions to which the
millions’are so well accustomed. No case of practical
necessity for the change appears to be made out; and the
papers before the Committee fail to satisfy them that the
anticipated advantages of the project would be of that
appreciable character which would justify any alteration
in the established coinage of the country.

Very decided opinions have been pronounced in favor
of the decimal principle by some of the most eminent
men of science in England, and their strong concurrent
testimony as to the nceessity and advaniages of its
adoption has. been powerfully expressed : but on the
other hand, cqually high and experienced authorities
have held views adverse to that conclusion, and the
greater weight of their opinion has hitherto prevailed.

The comprchensive investigation to which the question
was submitted clearly cstablished the ‘fact that the
proposal to decimalise the sub-division of the pound
sterling would not be favorably received by the country
ab large, and that not only in England have prepondera-
ting objections been raised, bub even in Buropean States
and in America, where the decimal principle has long
heen legally recognised, the reluctance to abandon the
settled customs of the people in their ordinary monetary
arrangements has been minutely demonstrated and au-
thoritatively declaved,
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If therefore the decimal principle has been rejected in
Lngland after the most searching scrutiny into every
circumstance that could be conceived as likely to he
advantageously affected by the change, how much greater
is the necessity for abstaining from any action that may
oppose itsell to the established habits of the people of
India, jealous of ancient usages, averse to innovation,
and slow to adapt themselves to any new system based
though it may be on the soundest theory.

To these roasons may be added the suspicion with
which such a change would be received by a naturally
sensitive people, and the apprchended disquiet and
disaffection which may be ercated thereby ; and on all
these grounds the Committec of the Chamber of Com-
merce arc unable to concur in the -measwre suggested by.
Mr. Molesworth.

Paumben Channel.

In their last half-yearly report the Committee
alluded to the increased attention which {he
opening up of this channel between the main-
land and Ceylon was attracting in England, and
they have since received from Government the
subjoined papers relating to the subject. In
response 1o the request for an expression of
their opinion, the Commitiee had no hesitation
in stating their belief that the opening up of
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the passage would be, to the alveady large and
rapidly increasing steam trade, a substantial
and decided benefit, affording as it would to
steamers a saving of over 700 miles of distance
and corresponding economy of fuel. The Com-
mittee doubt not that the new route would be
at once adopted by all steamers plying from the
westward to places in the Bay of Bengal, espe-
cially as with the opening up of the channel
there would probably come into speedy existence
a coaling port at the eastern end, where steamers
could replenish their store of coal with greater
despatch and convenience than is now possible
in the open roadstead of Colombo or in the
exposed Harbour at Point-de-Galle.

Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Simla, May 4, 1871.

Tam divected to enclose copy of a letter from Siv J.
Da]ryn{p]c Llphinstone, Bart., . », enclosing one from
Captain Donnan, Master Attendant ab Colombo, and to
vequest that the Government of India may be favored
with the views of the Chamber of Commerce on the pro-
posal made therein to open a channel at Paumben for
vessels of large tonnage to pass through, thus avoiding
the more lengthened and tedious passage round tl;::
South of Ceylon,

21
Dated the 4th February 1871,
From Sir J. DALRYMPLE ELPHINSTONE, BART, M. 7.,

To the Secretary of State for India.

Referring to the interview I had with your Grace on
the 24th ultimo, I now beg to enclose the original letter
and tracing of the proposed cut through the point of
territory in the district of Madwra, forwarded to me by
Captain Donnan, Master Attendant at Colombo.

Captain Donnan is probably the best authority living
on the navigation of the Gulf of Mananr and Palks Bay,
having commanded the FPear? colonial steamer employed
watching the Pear] Banks and circumnavigating the
island for a period of threc years.

T can also commend Caplain Donnan to your Grace’s
notice, as a person in whom the Government of Ceylon
place confidence, and who (in the event of these propo-
sals being entertained) would be of great service to any
enquiry which the Supreme Government may wish to
instilute, previous to entering upon the work.

“On the 20th of March 1862, Lord Halifax (then
Sir Charles Wood) granted a committee to enquire into
and report on the practicability of shortening the voyage
to Her Majesty’s possessions in Madras, Bengal, an.
Burmah, by facilitating the passage through the obstruc-
tion known as Adams Bridge, and thereby avoiding t ¢
circumnavigation of Ceylon,”
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I had the honor to act as the Chairman of that com:
mibtee ; we reported on the 22nd of May 1862, and the
concluding paragraph of the report was in these words,—

¢ They are therefore of opinion that the question of
deepening the channel and improving the approaches is
deserving of the altention of Her Majesty’s Government,
and they suggest that further enquiries should be prose-
cuted on the spob as soon as possible {o ascertain with
certainty whether the passage between Ceylon and the
main land of India can be made safe and practicable for
the general trade at a moderate cxpense.”

The evidence contains the experience of Generals of
Engineers, Monteith, Duncan Sim, and Sir Arthur Cot-
ton, as also the testimony of Sir J. Emmerson Tennant,
who, in answer to Question 736, * Whether genevally you
would approve of deepening” that channel to such an
extent as to admit ships of all sizes 2 Answered ¢ So
strongly so, that my only emotion is of astonishment
that it has not been done long ago.”

The appendix contains most valuable
reports from Generals D, Sim and Sir
which entirely exhaust the subject, as I am confident;
will be found to be the case, having visited the place on
two occasions and carefully examined the IocaliLy.P

and interesting
Arthur Cotton,

The parliamentary papers moved for since the enquiry
of 1862, she.\v that Sir William Denison examined the
place, but failed to see sufficient advantage to the P,

g

dency of Madras to justify him in ] o

Aylng. oub money
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there which was granted for public works in that
Province.

A dredge was ordered and built in  England, but when
she was put up at Coconada, she floated so deep that it
was not deemed to be advisable to send her down fo
Paumben.

Practically, T understand the channel is not so good as
it was in 1862, probably, indecd I may say entirely,
from want of the trifling outlay neccssary to maintain
the depth of water which existed at that time.

But notwithstanding that the depth only admits of
vessels drawing 11 feet, the tonnage has increased.

Tn 1838 it amounted to some sixty thousand tons,
while in 1869 it had inercased to two hundred and ten
thousand, albhough the depth of water in the channel
Thad not been maintained to within a foot of what it was
ab that period (1838).

The cause of this neglect of a work of such importance
to the trade of India is not far to seck. The burden of
rendering the channel navigable for all classes of ships
Tias been thrown eatirely on the resources of the Presi-
dency of Madras, when in trath it is an imperial work in
the widest sense of the term.

The Presidency of Madras has had much to do to keep
pace with its local requirements, and can scarcely be
blamed for neglecting a work which ought to be pro e-
cuted by the Supreme Government.




24

Tmportant as this work has been at all previous
periods, it is now of paramount neeessity.

"I'he opening of the Suez Canal is the precursor of a total
change in the trade from Europe to India

The ships which have hitherto maintained the traflic
by the Cape of Good Iope will he superseded by lines
of steam vessels, to whom the shortening of distance
and cconomy of fuel are objects of primary importance,

A cloger in

tion of the difficulties of erecting
Dbreak-water wharves, &c., at Point de Galle has dis-
closed objections of such a formidable chavacter as to
make the Seerctary of State for the Colonies shrink
from the encounter of them, and in consequence the
Government of Ceylon have turned their attention to
making a large, commodious. and land-locked harbour ab
Colombo.

The authorities there are now engaged in the preli-
minary boring and investigations before they make a

final veport on the subject. The opinions  of competent -

persons are wnanimous that a large, convenient and
Jand-locked fresh-water harbowr can be constructed
there.

If this is so, the saving of distance would stand thus,
as compared with the present cireuitous route touchine ab
. . . ~ ©
Galle and eircumnavigating the Island of Ceylon.

I take the centre of the Tight-day Channel as the
common point to the westward, and a point off Carical
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on the Coromandel Coast as the common point fo the
easbward.  The excess of distance of the Galle route over
that by Paumben is 360 miles, or 720 miles on a double
voyage, involving an expenditure of say 60 {ons of coal,
ab a cost of £120 to a ship of 2,000 tens, and a de y of
34 days at least, besides the great and increosing risk of
damage at Galle.

Should a harbour be formed ab Colombo and  that poiné
adopted for a coaling station, the difference would still he
260 miles in favor of the Paumben channel,

Tn conclusion, I have to state that previous to my
interview with your Grace, I submitted Captain Donnan’s
tracing to Admiral Richards the Hydrographer to the
A(]llliljillf}', who I am cocfident will bear me out in the
opinion T have expressed, and whose views on the sub-
jeel (may I venture to suggest) would carry greal weight
with the Government of India.

Dated Colombo, the 81st October 1870.

From—QCArTaIN J. DoNNAN, Master Attendant
at Colombo.
To—Sir JAMES D. ELPuINSTONE, BART., M. P.
Knowing as I do that you are the chief promoter and
supporter of the scheme which forms the subject of this
communication I feel that I nced not offer any apology
for thus addressing you on: the question of opening a
deep channel ab Paumben  for vesscls of largs tonnage to
pass through and thus avoid the more lengthened and

tedious passage round the south of Ceylon, The publication
D
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of the proceedings of the Parliamentary Committee of En-
quiry into this matter, of which you were President, at a
time when I commanded the Ceylon Government Steamer
Pearland frequently passed through Paumben on my
voyages round  Ceylon, first brought the subject promi-
nently to my notice, and ever after I paid particular at-
tention to the' various objections that had been raised as
to the difficulties and dangers vessels would have to con-
tend with in adopting that route, and I must confess that
Inever meb with any of them. My own expericuce,
which extended over three years of navigating the Gulf of
Manaur and Palks Straits, only led me to the conclusion
that there is no easier or safer navigation to be found
anywhere in the world ; and I believe my experience will
be borne out by the fact that although a number of native
craft are constantly passing through these seas an accident
very seldom oceurs to any of them.

I believe no engineering difficulty “was® ever’ raised in
discussing the question of opening up the Paumben, or
cutting an entirely new channel ; and the only point of
view in which I ever doubted the success of the scheme
was financial, so long as the revenue depended on ton-
nage dues to be derived chiefly from sailing vessels, as I
considered that route would not be adopted by any sail-
ing vessels but the native coasting craft, except in some
{ew instances of rice ships bound from the rice ports tn
the Bay of Bengal to Colombo, which would not have
added materially to the tonnage through the channel.

Since the sucoessful opening of the Suez Canal which
admits of steam vessels heing  employed in the trade

e,
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between England and her easbern possessions to an ex-
tent which is‘likely ina few years to entirely supersede
sailing vessels round the Cape, the question of deepening
the Paumben or cutting a new channel has assumed a
different aspect to that which it had previously, and ad-
mits of its financial success being no longer doubted. The
saving of 365 miles which a channel through Paumben
would effect to steamers bound from ports in Great Bri-
tain, the Mediterrancan, and on the West of India, to
Madras and its northern ports, Caleutta, and Burmah,
and vice versa, equal to 730 miles each voyage, would
unquestionably induce them to adopt that route, and the
dues which they could afford to pay in consequence of
1ihis great saving in distance would no doubt realize a
very handsome return on the cost of the work, We have
already four steamers of the British India Steam Naviga-
tion Company passing round Ceylon monthly that would
gladly adopt the Paumben route, and when the number
of steamers that will eventually be employed in the carry-
ing trade via the Suez Canal between the ports above-
named is considered, there scems to be no prospect of
a heavy due being required to be levied owing to lack of
tonnage ; on the contrary, thereis every prospect of the
tonnage passing that way being so great that a very
moderate due would suffice to be remunerative,

The question to be decided is whether the existing
channel  should be -deep d to, say, t ty-four
feet throughout its entire length, or a new channel be cut
in some other more favorable place, and this can be de-
cided by a Commission of qualified men, embracing
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the nautical and enginecring clements, being appointed to
visit and examine the locality. Until recently I have
heen of opinion that decpening the present channel to &
sufficient depth would be preferable to cutbing a new
channel, as the islands and reefs to the southward form
a matural brealwater for protecting it from the heavy
sea that rolls in from the” Gulf of Manaur during the
south-west monsoon, and would afford shelter to vessels
nob desiring to pass through the channel at once, and
also cnable them to coal in smooth water alongside of a
whiaf if vequired ; all of which are points of importance
not to. be overlooked and which I thought could not
readily be secured in- cutting a new channel. I have,
however, in looking over a chart of the western coast of
the Gulfof Manaur on a I-inch seale, which I obtained

recently, observed & place about ten miles to the west--

ward of the present channel, Where a new cuiting could
be made possessing advantages that appear to give it the
preference over any other place. The principal advan-
tage it possesses is a capacious, decp and smooth harbour
at all seasons of the year on the south side of the cut-
ting, where a very lage fleet of vessels eould lic, and
where, if a branch of the Southern Indian I Railway from
Trichinopolly to Tuticorin now in progress were brought
down to it, the cotton and other products of the southern
districts of India could be shipped on hoard of vessels
Iying alongside of a wharf instead of at Tuticorin where
they have to anchor five miles off the shore. This harbour
may be said to be four miles in extent north and south,

and the same distanice cast and west, posssessing a depth
of water ranging from 20 to 86 feot, having a fov
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patches of 15,16, and 18 feet which could casily he
marked off by beacons. The promontory of the main-
Jand to the northward protects it on that side, while on
the south it is protected by the islands and connecting
veefs between them stretching east and west for many
miles at some distance off the coast, on which the heavy
sea of the Gulf of Manaur is broken, so that practically
the harbour may be said to be completely land-locked. 1t
ouly requires a short cutting of about 550 yards through
the centre of the reef between Morlee and Mosel Islands,
where there is ab present a depth of 16 and 18 feet to
form its southern outlet into the Gulf of Manaur ; while
a cutting of 2
the north side would form its outlet into Palks Straits.
To illustrate what T have here described, I enclose a
tracing, on which I have marked the proposed cutting
in red of part of the coast from the chart of survey by
Lieutenants Powell and Ethersey and Mr. J. J. Frank-
Iin, on a scale of § an inch to a mile, published by John
Walker, Geographer to the Hon'ble Bast India Company
30th April 1846.

% miles through, the sandy promontory on

The Admiraliy Charb of Palks Straits and the Gulf
of Manaur showsa more favorable place for obtaining
a shorter cutting at the castern end of Rameseram, if
the object to be obtained is simplya channel for the
passage of vessels ; but I consider the importance of
obtaining a capacious smooth harbour along with a
channel cannot he overlooked, especially when both can
be obtained at the place I propose ab very little addition-
al cost over that of cubting a channcl through Ramese-
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ram ; and also when it is considered that the station
would be conveniently situated for steamers to coalat,
and that facilities for that operation could not easily he
afforded in a channel simply made for the passage of
vessels from one sea to the other. Another important
consideration in favor of the mew chanmel heing cub
where I propose it, is that steamers of Tight dvaft up to
18 feet could proceed to the westward inside of the
islands along the line which I have marked in the trac-
ing in red, and enter the Gulf at Valinookum Point,
and if they were hound round Cape Comorin they
could hug the western shore all the way in smooth wader,
and thus avoid the heavy sea of the Gulf of Manaur
during the south-west monsoon, which they could not
do if the channel were cut through Rameseram. The
channel marked out inside of the islands carries deep
water all the way, with the exception of a short distance
to be dredged over the spot between Naajimundel
and Shermoodeely Island.

In vegard to the probable cost of the work, I have
shown in the tracing referred to a cross section of the
proposed channel through the sandy promontory, and
have moted the quantities required to bo removed,
assuming  that the land is nob higher than twelve
feet above the sea, which, from my recolleetion of it,v
T believe to be the ease. I have estimated the cost of
removal at six pence per cubic yard, on the supposition
that nothing but sand would he meb with. The depth
24 fect and width 120 feet at water line, would, I believe,
be sufficient for all practical purposes, as vessels would
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not be required to passcach other in the chanmel: it
would cause very little delay for a vessel to wait on one
side of the channel while another steamed through such
a short distance. I have also shown the quantities to he
removed in cutting through the southern reef.entrance,
providing for a width of 100 yards and a depthof 30
feet, and the quantities to be removed in dredging into
24 feet water on the north and south sides of the cutting
through the promontory, both of which I have estimated
at one shilling per cubic yard; so that with an allow-
ance of 20 per 100 for contingencies on the prices quoted,
T make the total cost of cutting a new channel and pro-
viding a smooth and deep harbour of about sixteen square
miles in extent to be only £90,511-16-0.

T only of course submit my figures as to the quanti-
ties of stuft to be removed and the cost as being approx-
jmate. I do not profess to be capable of giving a
strictly reliable estimate. 1 believe, 110“'(?\'c'r, that the
cutting and dredging could be done for the prices un‘mcc.l,
if nothing bub sand and mud were meb with, which is
all that is to be anticipated judging by the sandy swrface
of the promontory. A few borings, 110\\:(2\'01‘, 'alongwbhe
site of proposed channel would decide .Hns 1?olnt. Soft
coral or sandstone might he met with in cuttm.g through
the southern reef entrance, and for that portion of the
work my estimate might be exceeded, bub not so m'uch
as to materially affect the whole cost o'f the undertaking,
as the cutting required in  this place is but short. But
even if the whole cost of the work exceeded my figures
50 as to bring it up to £150,000, it would ho a mere
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bagatelle compared with the boon it would confer on the
steam commerce of these seas,

The question of opening up the Paumben in connec~
tion with the construction of a harhour at Colombo has
been lately discussed in the local papers, and the Madras
Chamber of Commerce has been in communication with
the Colombo Chamber on the subject which I believe is
one that is most favorably entertained amongst the mer-
cantile communities of Madras and Colombo generally,
but T am nob aware of any decided " steps having been
taken to push the matter beyond mere discussion, and
that is my principal reason for addressing this communi-
cation to you, knowing that you ave desivous of seeing
the scheme carried out, and will urge it in the proper
quarter.

Tt would be presumptuous on my parb to dictate to
you what steps should be taken to give effect to the
suggestions that have from time {o time been made for
catting a deep channel between the seas of the Gulf of
Manaur and Palks Straits, but I may be permitted to
suggest that if gentlemen in London interested in the
steam trade between England and ports in the Bay of
Bengal vie the Suez Canal took the matter up and
brought it before the Seeretary of State for India, the
work might probably be taken in hand by the Indian
Government, as the advantages to be gained by com-
pleting the proposed channel must now be beyond dis-
pute, and ibs success, financially and otherwise, heyond
doubt.

e
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Having no other objeck in view than that of mercly
affording my humble testimony in favor of what T con-
sider a necessary work in the advancement of steam
communication in these seas, I hog you will excuse
my having troubled you with this long letter,

Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.
Caloutta, 25th May 1871,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 144 of
4th instant, forwarding copics of letbers from Sir J. D
Elphinstone, Bart,, 3. P, and Captain Donnan, Master
Attendant at Colombo, on the subject of opening a chan-
nel bebween Ceylon and the Coast of Madras to enable
vessels of large tonnage to proceed through and therehy
avoid the longer passage round the south of the Island.

This subject appears to have been submibbed for the
consideration of Her Majosty’s Government many years
since ; and the result was the appointment of a Com-
mittee to report on the practicability of a scheme similar
in all respeets to that which is now under discussion, and
the Committee’s suggestion that steps should be taken to
ascortain whether it could be safely adopted. No active
measuras were subsequently taken, and the question re-
mained undisturbed until recently, when it was revived
under the pressure of eivcumstances created by the open-
ing of the Suez Canal.

Supported by the evidence and testimony of the high

authoritics who had been consulted with regard to its
bt
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feasibility the project will probably be recommended to
the Government of India as an engineering work of com-
paratively easy execution, and the only point on which
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce need express
an opinion is that which touches the convenience of com-
merce and the advantages to the shipping that may be
engaged in carrying the Indian trade. In these respects
the proposed channel would no doubt afford facilities
which would be promptly availed of ; the shortening the
distance by 720 miles in a steamer’s voyage from Lon-
don to Caleutta and back, and saving 3 to 4 days’ time
besides the cost of fuel, &e., would be regarded as a
material advantage and well worth sceuring by the pay-
ment of & moderate toll, and if the channel is rendered
perfectly safe for the passage of shipping at all times it
would unquestionably he regarded as a great benefit to
the steam shipping engaged in the trade bebween England
and certain British Indian Ports vid the Suez Canal.

Llteration of Rule VIIL.

A special General meeting was held on 30th
August; in accordance with 3 months’ notice duly
given, to discuss the expediency of altering the
terms of Rule VIII of the Chamber, which pro-
vides for vacancies occurring in the Committee
between the ordinary annual eclection of office
bearers.  The reasons which induced the Com-
mittee to ask for some modification of the ex-
isting rule wWere so fully pub forward-and dis-

33

cussed ab the time, that it is uwunccessary fo
re-produce them or do more than refer to the
terms of the rule as it now stands altered by the
vote of the meeting. Tt will of course be the duty
of the Committee to use the discretionary power
now given them to the best advantage, and they
are sanguine that much convenience will hereafter
be felt in providing for the vacancies which so
often occur during the currency of a year, and
which, in the interests of the Chamber, it is
desirable should be filled up as speedily as
possible,

Ruwe VIIIL

Annual clections of President, Vice-President,
and Members of the Committee shall be deter-
mined by a majority of votes of Members, such
votes being given in voting cards to be issued by
the Secretary,—numbered and bearing his signa-
ture; and no voting card shall be received for
such purpose unless so authenticated. All vacan-
cies created by the absence of the President, or
Vice-President, from the Presidency for three
months or by departure for Turope, or by death,
shall be forthwith filled up, ‘and the election
determined by votes to be taken as above and
declared by the Committee. All vacancics creat-
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cd as above by the absence, departure, or deatls
of any of the Members of the Committee shall he
forthwith filled up by selection by the Com
mittee subject to approval at first ordinary gene-
ral meeting thereafter.

Octroi Duties.

At the last half-yearly Mecting {he President
brought to the notice of Members that complaints
had reached the Committee that the octroi duty
was levied at certain stations of the North-West
and the Punjab in such a mauner as to invest it
with the character of an inland transit duty,—
contrary to the intention of Government and to
the representations which the Chamber had on a
former occasion made on this subject : and this
intimation was followed up by the Committeo’s
venewed reference fully set forth in their letter of
21st July, given below.

That communication received the carly attention
of the Government of India; and in the following
correspondence will be found the views expressed
by the Government of the North-Western Pro-
vinces, who assert that within the limits of their
administration every precaution is taken o pre-
vent the octrel from becoming a transit duty,
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and that the apprehensions of the Chamber, as far
as relates to the duty levied in those provinces,
arc based on inaccurate information.

It is satisfactory to the Committee to be in
possession of this authoritative denial of the prac-
tice which they were led fo believe existed in the
North-West ; and they hope that the results of
the inquiry instituted in the Punjab and Central
Provinces will be as acceptable as the assurance
which the present correspondence conveys.

Chamber of Comamerce to Government of Indlic.
Caleutla, 21st July 1871.

The 1’0\‘y of octroi dutics in the Upper Provinces form-
cd the subject of a representation by the Committee of
the Chamber of Commerce to the Government of India
in March 1867.

A_lengthened investigation into the matter ensued,
and the rosult was communicated o the Chamber in
your reply of T4th Ocbober {ollowing, under cover of
which they were favored with a sevies of deparbmental
papers conveying the opinions of the GO\'C\'HII]G}!LS of
the Punjab and North-Western and Central Provinees.

As the Committec are constrained to address the Go-
vormment again on the same subject, 6 may he conve-
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nient to you to bave all the previous correspondence he-
fore you for reference, and I am directed to attach prined
copies of it hercto.

The objections which were raised by the Chamber five
years ago to the imposition of a tax amounting practi-
cally, as they believed, to a transit duty were fully recog-
‘nised by the Governor General in Couneil, for, while His
Excellency was unwilling to admit that the octroi duty
was obnoxious to the people as a means of loeal assess-
ment for local purposes, stillit was declared to be essen-
tial that its incidence should in no case assume the
form of a transit duty ; and in ull the reports submitted
on the inquiry then made, a careful regard was expressed
for the levy of town dutics only and that they in no
respect approached the character of a transit duty.

The Committee raise no objection to the octroi duty
if levied in its integrity ; they do not deny its adaptabi-
lity as o means of raising. funds for purely municipal
purposes, nor do they assert that it is a form of local
taxation wnacceptable to the people : but what they
urged on the former occasion they desire to urge now—
viz,, that the town or octroi duty should in no degree
prejudicially influence the traflic of merchandise in course
of transit to other places or during its temporary deten-
tion in places where the octvoi is imposed.

The Committee consider it their duty to rencw their
representation on this point in consequence of complaints
having reached them from native dealors that, ab certain
stations of the North-West and the Punjub, the octroi
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duties granted to municipalities are being worked in such
a way as to have all the efleet of a transit duty, and they
have been informed on unquestionable authority that in
the city of Umvitsir, into which British piece goods are
Targely imported, the octroi is practically a transit duty,
and as such adds materially to the cost of those articles
and lessens their consumption.

Trom information in the Committee’s possession i
would appear that the octroi collections are theve farmed
out 5 that bonded warehouses ave established at different
Places in the city for the reception of goods not intended
for local consumption ; but that in the event of any such
goods breaking bulk—although sub-divided and declared
10 be for transmission clsewhere—the octroi would be
imposed just as if the charge were made on goods locally
consumed : and no drawback or refund of such duty is
allowed even though the contents of a bale of piece goods—
for instance—are sub-divided and bought by retail dealers
in small lots for convenience of transmission to neigh-
bowring marts where it would be difficult probably to
dispose of their purchases on a larger scale. Under such
circumstances the octroi duty loses its proper character,
and its application to merchandisc passing through a
temporary depdt obviously reduces it to a charge not re-
cognised by the local tariff, and, though levied under
another mame, renders it essentially and practically a
transit duty.

If the inquiry which the Committee respectfully
request the Governor General in Council will be pleased
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1o make in this matter confirms the vepresentation now
submitted, they hope Iis Excellency will di

cck the
discontinuance of a system which more or less afiects
the interests of a very large branch of trade and serves
to retard its greater development.

From Government of India, Department of

Agriculture, Revenue and Comnerce, to Chamber
of Commerce.

Stinde, 29th September 1871,

With reference to your letter, dated 21st July Iast, to
the address of the Sceretary to the Government of India
in the Financial Department, T am diveeted to forward,
for the information of the Chamber, copy of & communi-
cation™ from the Government of the North-Western Pro-
vinces reporting that every precan-
tion is taken in those Provinces
to prevent the octroi from become

No.

X 4156A., dated
16th Sep

tember 1871,

ing a transit duty; and to staic that enquiries are
Deing made in - the Punjab and the Central Provinees on
the subject of the Chamber’s representation.

2. In forwarding the xeport of the North-Western
Provinees” Government, I am divected to enquire if the
Chamber have any further information to give in re-
grd Lo these Provinee
the last portion of p

The precantion mentioned in
2 of Mr. Llliott’s letber scems
to the Governor-General in- Couneil well caleulated o

prevent abuses. )
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From  Government, North Western Provinces,
10 Government of Tndia, Department of  Agri-
culture, Revenue and Commerce.

Dated Nynce Tal, the 16th September 1871,

I am divected to acknowledge the receipt of yowr
office Ietter No. 15, dated the 29th August last with
its enclosure, in which the Supreme Government call
for a report with reference to a memorial received {rom
the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, complaining thal the
octroi dutics levied in the Upper Provinces assume the
from of transit duties.

2, Inreply Iam desived to state, for the informa-
tion of the Right Mon’ble the. Governor-General in
Council, that every precaution is taken in the North-
Western Provinces to prevont the octroi from becoming
a transit duty. Trafic is protected in three ways : (1)
goods are not taxed if housed ina bonded ware-house :
(2) they arc not taxed if they are carried  siraight
through a town without stopping ; (3) refund is granted,
on all re-exported ‘articles. Morcover, when the annual
reports are received, the quantitics of cach imported avti-
cle are carefully scrutinised, and compaved with the
caleulated average consumption per head, and stringent
orders are passed if there is a suspicion thab the taxation
falls on through-trade.

3. The statement made in para. 7 of the letter from

the Scerctary to the Chamber to the cflect thab goods
¥
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intended for re-exportation, but which have broken bullk
in bonded warehouses, ave taxed in the same manner as
goods locally consumed, and that refunds are not allow-
ed, is diamotrically opposed to the facts as they exist in
these Provinees. Rules are carefully made to provide
that such goods, when housed in bonded ware-houses,
should not be taxed, and that refund of duby levied 01;
any kind of article on importation should be given when
it s ve-exported. The only Iimit is one of quantity,
refunds of less than 1 Tupee heing, as a rule, not gmntcd’.

) 4. In order however to cnable this Glovernment to
institute enquiries, I am o request that this Govern-
ment may be favored with the names of the places
where the octroi is supposed by the Chamber to have
degenerated into a transit duty, and that specification
of the articles of commerce affected may be'given.

5, I am to add that the Chamber cannot he
moro jealous against any abuse of the kind than the
Licutenant-Governor himself is, as the proceedings of
this Government will abundantly testify. N

Port Canning.

) His Excellency the Governor-General in Coun-
Cl]: having decided upon closing Port Canning and
wﬂthdmw'mg all establishments and appliances
maintained there, except the outer loht vessel,
regarding which the opinion of the E'ommittc;
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was requested as to the necessity for ils perma-
nent retention, the Committee stated, in reply to
that inquiry, that the continuance of the Mutlah
Light-Ship would be desirable as an auxiliary to
the lights at the Sandheads and useful to vessels
making the pilot station from the castward : but
they suggested that the question was one in
which the Government would be rightly advised
by the Master Attendant, whose recommendation
would probably lead to a decision on the subject.

The following Notice was subscquently pub-.
published :—

Tnasmuch as the harbour of Port Canning, ab the
mouth of the river Mutlah in Bengal, has nob abtracted
frade and has nol answered the purpose for which the
Tarbour was established, notice is heveby given to all
merchants, ship-owners, and ship-masters trading to Ben-
gal that :—

Trom the 15th October 1871, or from such day after
that date as may be convenient, all harbowr establish-
ments will, under the orders of His Txcellency the Vice-
roy of India in Council, be withdrawn from Port Can-
the moorings and buoys in the river Mutlah will

ning ;
ort Canning will no longer be main-

g5
be taken up, and P

fained as a British Indian Port.

“The outer light vessel and the buoy at the entrance to
the viver Mutlah will, nntil further notice, be maintained
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for the convenience of ships and vesscls trading in the
Bay of Bengal.

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
C. BERNARD,

Ofg. Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Revenue Department.

TFort WILLIAM :
The 30t September 1871.}

In connection with the decision of the Go-

" vernment of India above referred to, the Commit-

tee place onrecord a letter addressed to them by
the Ag(.zm. for the Port Canning Land Compau'y
and their reply, which communicated the reasons

why the Commitfee considered the recent resolu- -

fr'ion .o.f the Government fully justified, and their
111ab11}ty to second the Agent of the Com-
pany 1;. ;us endeavours to obtain a reconsideration
or modification of the final orders issued regar

ing the Port :— et regt

From Ageni Port Canning Land Company Linvi-
ted to Chamber of Commenrce.
Caloutta, 10th October 1871.

Government having recently promulgated its resolu
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tion of removing the Harhour establishment from Port
Canning and otherwise doing away with the place as a
port, I take leave to request the favor of your moving
the Committee of your Chamber as to whether they will
he willing to second this Company in the representation
it is about to make to Government, with a view to in-
duce a reconsideration or modification of the resolution

in question.

T am led to come before the Chamber with this re-
quest from a knowledge that the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce was formerly in favor of ostablishing Mutlah
as an auxiliary Port to Caleutta.

I may add that this Company has taken over only
recently the property and assets of the Port Canning
Tand Investment Reclamation and Dock Company, and
amongsb other things we propose to tilise the Rice Mill
ab Port Canning which will render necessary the resort
of shipping to that place and otherwise foster Canning
as a centre of business. In that ovent I meed scarcely
say the contemplated yesolution of Government, if car-
vied out, will hamper the action of the Company, and will
he productive of mueh inconvenience to merchants and
others connected with the rice trade, and it is because
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce has always shown it-
self solicitous to assist enterprises projected for the hene-
fit of Commerce that Iam induced, on the present occa~
sion, to scek on behall of this Company the aid of its
influence and authority.
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From Chamber of Commerce to Agent Port Can-
ning Land Company, Limited.

Caleutta, 14th October 1871,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
had under consideration your letter of the 10th instant,
in which you inquire whether they are willing to support
the representation your Company propose to make to the
Government of India with the view to a reconsideration
or modification of the resolution recently adopted for
closing Port Canning.

In reply T am desired to inform you that the Com-
mittee are reluctantly compelled to decline the duty
which your Company request them to undertake ; for it
is impossible to ignore the disastrous circumstances that
have already atbended the attempt to establish a port
on the Mutlah, and the experience of the past searcely
encourages the belief that any renewed efforts would be
less unsuccessful.

The adverse views expressed by the Chamber two years
ago on the oecasion of the Company applying for the
suspension of all port charges for a peviod of five years—
ameaswre which the Divectors were persuaded would
advance the object of their enterprise—have been pain-
fally confirmed : and after the fruitless encouragement
which the Government has extended to the place the
resolution that Port Canning shall no longer be main-
tained asa British Indian Port appears to he amply
justified.
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Reporting Steam Tugs in Telegraph Grazeltes

This subject was referred to in last Report as
having been submitted to Glovernment, whose
aving ]
reply had not then been received.

The following ~ communication subsequently
placed the matter on the footing desired by the
Committee :—

From Divector General of Telegraphs in Indic

to the Superintendent, Bengal Division.
Simla, 20th ;’Vu]/ 1871.

Replying to your No. 562 T of the 3rd c\\\"l'cnt, I ?mve
the honor to inform you thaba vessel passinga Sl]gml
Station on the River Hooghly in tow of or towinga
vessel which does nob shew a propex signal, should be
reported in the Telegraph Gazette if ib a.hows bhc'z proper
signal and sabisfies the terms of the M.arme N o::lﬁ?atm}l,
but any vessel which does not shew a signal shoul lelh"mlfl
unreported in the ‘relegraph Gazetbe, ])‘.16 must be 1(2)0:-
ted to the Bengal Government as having , n‘eglecbe Io
cowply with the provisions of Act Iof 1862 B. C ]n
other words any vessel that shews the proper s.llgnzfl Z
whether being towed or towing another, or alone, shou
Te reported in the Telegraph Gazette.
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2. Torsome time after the Act had been passed, a

weekly or perhaps a fortnightly report of defauliing
vessels used to be submitted by the Bengal Supcrintm:
dent’s oftice to that of the Director General who for-
warded it to the Government of Bengal. It is not
known how or why this practice came to be discontinued.

3. As cvasion of the law by masters or commanders
f)f vessels does not appear to be uncommon, the practice
in question must be resumed. A form of the report will

doubtless be obtained from the records of 1862 of this
office in Calcutta.

No. 221T.
Stmla, 20th May 1871.
Copy)for\\'m-dcd to the Scerctary Chamber of Com-
meree, Bengal, with reference to his letter dated 29th

April to the Superintendent Bengal Division,

D. G. ROBINSON, CoL. . E.

Director General of Telegraphs in India.
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Customs.

Collector’s account at the Banl of Bengal.

Tn May last the Committee veceived from the
Government of Bengal the communication which
closes this paragraph. The officiating Accountant
General was of opinion that the practice observed
by the Collector of Customs of keeping at the
Bank of Bengal a portion of his balance and
drawing cheques in payment of claims for re-
funds and drawbacks to meet the convenience of
merchants who might prefer that form to pay-
ment in cash was unnecessary, and recommended
its discontinuance. The matter was veferred to
the Chamber, and the Committee replied that the
arrangement was adopted some years ago ab the
suggestion of the Chamber, and they were nof,
aware that it had been attended with any incon-
venience ; that although the account at the Banlk
may not have been operated upon to any consi-
derable extent, still its existence gave merchants
the option of receiving payment in a form that
better suited their convenience than payment in
cash ; and as it appeared immaterial to Government
whether the Collector kept his entive balance in
- his personal custody, or a portion of it, for a specific

purpose, ab the Bank, the Committee considered
(8]
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it inexpedient to disturb an arrangement which
might at any time be found of much practical
convenience to those having occasion to receive
money from the Collector.

Government of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, the 2nd HMay 1871.

T am direeled to forward to you the accompanying copy
-+ o 7o, el the 15 of a letber” {rom the officiating
Tebraary 1871, Accountant-General, proposing
i the discontinuance of the prac-
tice at present observed by the Collector of Customs,
?:\luubha, of retaining a'small portion of his cash b;\lanc;
in a scparale drawing account in his own nameat the
Bank of Bengal for the purpose of paying the amounts
of refunds and drawbacks by cheques. As this arrange-
ment was originally sanctioned on the reco dation
of the Chamber of Commerce, with a view to the pre-
vention of frauds in the payment of drawbacks and re-
i;xln('l:,] I am directed to invite the opinion of the
Shamber on ihe expediency of a i
Conerate presont &ggcsﬁ?u f’f adopting the Accountant-

From Deputy Accountant-General, Bengal, to the
! A
Gout. of Bengal, Revenue Department,—(79747T,
dated Fort TFilliam, the 15th February 1871.)

AI have the honor to request that you will favor me
T\vwh 'tlm orders of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
in reference to the continuance of a practice which is ob-
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served by the Collector of Customs, Calcutta, of retaining
a small portion of his cash halance in a separate drawing
account in his mame on the private Dbooks of the Bank
of Bengal, instead of holding the entire cash halance,
for which he is responsible, in his personal custody.

The practice appears to have been originally sanctioned
in orders of the Government of Bengal No. 604 dated
4th December 1855 (of which I have recently been fur-
nished with a copy), to meeb thoe convenience of mer-
chants who might prefer to receive a cheque on the hank
in payment of claims for drawbacks or refands instead
of drawing the amount in coin. But the mode of con-

Re. As. T ducting the business of the

$5014 11 custom house has been consi-
pit derably altered since the date
of the orders; and as I ob-
serve morcover from the month-
1y accounts that only a nomi-
nal sum remains in the bank

ab credit of this separate account ab the end of each
month, as shewn in the margin, there scems little, if any,

relaining this exceptional procedure, and I
end accordingly that ibmay e disconti-

November
Decomber 5

ST

necessity for
would recomm
nued.
No. 700.
Copy forwarded to the Board of Revenue for their

opinion as well as that of the Collector of Customs.
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Classtfication of Dhooties in Bills of Entry.

It having been represented to the Collector
that, looking to the large trade which had sprung
up in Dhooties, it was desirable that the different
qualities—Shirting, Jacconet, and Mull—shouldbe
accurately described by importers, the Committee
concwrred in the Collector’s purpose to require
the right specification of this class of grey goods,
which would at the same time be uniform with
the returns exhibited in the Chamber’s Price
Current.

Bxport Manifests.

The Collector brought to the Committee’s no-
tice some irvegularities on the part of shippers of
cargo by substituting in ships’ manifests the
nawmes of parties other than those which appeared
in the shipping hills. As this was against orders

Chamber, and the Committee were of opinion that
he was right in insisting upon the names of the
ostensible shippers, according to bills of entry, ap-
pearing in the manifests, |

Saihicli, ;
A liary marks in shipping-bills.

.’lhe C.m.nmittee also supported the Collector in
his Tequiting shippers to enter in their challans
the subsidiary marks of packages; they con-

the Collector brought the matter before the-
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sidered it proper this should he done not only for
the correct prepavation of the detailed manifests,
bubt with the view to afford necessary checks
against exvoncous entries, 10 prevent confusion in
the tally of different marks, and to facilitate the
check of refunds payable in cases of short ship-
ments or relands.

TWeight of Grey Cotion Goods for Customs Duty.

As the most convenient means of reconciling
possible differences between Custom Ilouse ap-
praisers and importers of grey cotton goods regard-
ing the weight at which these articles should be
assessed for duty, the Committee originally recom-
mended that when the difference between invoice
weight and the actual weight ascertained at time
of importation was 2% per cent or under, thab
difference should be disregarded and duty levied
on invoice weight; and when that difference
exceeded 2% per cent the ascertained weight
should be the basis for duty. Subsequently how-
ever the Committee modified that recommenda-
tion by suggesting a variation of 2 instead of 24
per cent in the case of Shirtings, T. Cloths, Drills,
Sheetings, Domestics, and other heavy goods, but
applying the larger margin to  Madapollams,
Jacconets, Mulls, Dhootics, and other Zight grey
fabrics.
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Duty on dmported Flour.

The following correspondence having been sub-
mitted by the Government of Bengal for an
expression of the Chamber’s opinion with regard
to the propriely of retaining the present tariff
valuation and the rate of duty levied on the
importation of flour, the Committee replied that
they concurred in the view taken of the ques-
tion by Messrs. Rennie, Scovell and Co., of
Bombay, at whose instance it had been brought
to notice ; and that in the case submitted ﬂ]?)se
gentlemen shewed good grounds for reduction
of valuation and duty to a point which would
not interfere with the free importation of the
article. They therefore recommended that the
levy of duty should bz at the lowest rate—say
1 per cent.—on a valuation not exceeding the
average net market value for the last ZDOI’ 3
years. Indeed the Committee were not indis-
posed 1o suggest that the importation of flour
was entitled to the most liberal consideration
au(l' that if no objection could be advance(i
against the removal of that item from the
schedule of dutiable merchandise they would be
glad to see that course taken.

The result of this reference has not yet been
communicated {o the Chamber. ’
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From Government of India, Iinancial Depart-
ment, to Governmet of Bengal, Revenue De-
partment,—(No. 2478, dated Sumla, the 31st
July 1871.)

T am directed to forward a copy of the papers noted
Totter from Covornmont of O the margin, received from
Bombay, No. 3414, dsted 14tk the Government of Bombay,
July 1871, and enclosures. R N
relative to a representation
against the existing tariff valuation and the rate of
duty levied on importation of flour, and to request
that the Government of India may be favoured with
the views of the local Government on the subject after
consultation with the Chamber of Commerce and the
chief customs authority.

From Government of Bombay, to Government of
India, Financial Department,—(No. 3414,
Dated Bombay Castle, the 14th July 1871. )

Tam directed by the Right Hon'ble the Governor in
Council to forward to you, for submission to the Go-
vernment of India, the accompanying copies of com-
munications from Messrs. Rennie, Scovell and Company,
relative to the rate of duty levied upon flour. imported
into Bombay ; and in doing so, I am desired to state
that, under the circumstances brought to notice by
them, it appears to His Txcellency the Governor in
Council that Dboth the tariff valuation and the rate of
duty on the article in question urgently require recon-

sideration.
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From Messrs. Rennie, Scovell and Co., to the Govt.,
Bombay, Revenue Department,—(dated Bom-
bay, the 27th September 1870.)

We have the. honor to stale that having lately re-
ceived from Australia a covsignment of 1,246 bags of
whealen flour of 200 Ibs. per bag, we thereby had our
attention called to the very excessive rate of customs
duty levied upon that article.

The rate of duly is 7% per cent. upon a tarift' valuation
of Rs. 25 per bag of 200 1bs., while the market value for
the article is Rs. 15 per bag of 200 Ibs. ; (we sold at
Rs. 15-4 per bag, the flour being of very excellent
quality.)

We therefore respectfully submit that on such an
article as flowr the rate of 74 per ceni. dutyis cven,
under a’proper valuation, very excessive, as flour is
much more a necessity, and a stafl’ of life, than, for
instance, ivon, which is admitted at a duty of 1 per
cent only. Itis farther well known that the native
flowr isofa very inferior quality. Owing, however,
to the excellent American and Continental flour, as
well as that of Australia, being kept out of the market,
Dy the protective duty imposed, consumers are obliged
to pay an exorbitant price for an inferior article, while
the cusloms revenue is mot benefited, as the rale of
duty simply puts a stop to importation, and renders
a duty levied for the henefit of the revenue but a pro-
hibitovy and proteetive impost.

57

By a reference {o the Jatest anuual statement of the
trade, &c., of Bombay, published for Government and
at page 36, it will be scen that the declared value of
flour imported from alf foreign countries only amounted
to Rs. 1,038,798, or a gross revenue to Government of
Rs. 7,785. The markeb value of the flour imported,
however, (in the proportion of Rs. 15 to Rs. 25) would: -
only amount to Rs. 62,230. .

Tn other words, a duty of 12} per cent.—for thab is
what it comes to—upon one he principal articles
of food puts a stop to ‘import&: in it, and gives a revenue
o Government o small as not to be worth the trouble

of collecting.
We beg therefore respectively to submit that—

1st.—The taniff valuation upon flour ought to De

reduced.

ond.—The rate of duty ought also to be redueed to,
say, 1 per cent.

Were these points permitted, we believe Government
would e no losers, and the country generally consider-

able gainexs.

P. §—We helieve that the present is a suitable
opportunity for bringing this matter to the nblcx?tfon
of Government, as we belicve a Committee for revising
the existing tariff is ab present sitting in Calcutta

I
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From Messrs. Rennie, Scovell and Co., to the
Govt., Bombay, Revenue Department—(dated
Bombay, the 30tk June 1871.)

. On the 27th of September last, we had the honor
of addressing your department, relative to the rate of
duty levied upon flowr imported into Bombay, as per
copy ‘01' our letter, which, for convenienee of reference,
we beg to hand you herein,

We have not been favored with any reply to that com-
munication, and we therefore beg leave to solicit your
attention to it.

We may further stale that since then addressing you,
we have had communications from Australia, pointing
out that the very excessive scale of charge in Bombay
completely debars business between that country and
this port, bub that a modification to some such duty
as that levied upon iron would enable business to be
done.

Publication of periodical Statements of Prices of
Grain in the Upper Provinces.

This subject was referred to in the Committee’s

last Report : since then it has been brought to a
close by orders issued by the Governor-General in
Council who, having regard to the opinion ex-
pressed by the Governments of Bengal and the
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North-Western Provinces and the Chief Com-
missioners of Oudh and the Central Provinces,
has authorised the discontinuance of the publi-
cation of the weekly statements of prices cur-
vent ; the monthly returns however will be con-
tinued as heretofore, and probably the commer-
cial public will find these sufficiont for t‘hgir
purpose.

The Jetties.

Typ Port Commissioners having communicated
to the Committee that the non-working days at the
jetties would be restricted to New Year's Day, Good
Friday, the Queen’s Birth-day and Christinas Day—
exclusive of Sundays—they were informed that
his limitation would not be acceptable to the
Chamber and the commercial community gene-

rally.

The Committee pointed out that in addition to
the days on which the Commissioners pml')osed t'o
suspend work there were numerous na,tl.ve Loll-
days, recognised by Government, on wh}ch the
Treasnry, Custom Elouse, and other pubhc. offices
were closed, and on which, asa rule, native es-
tablishments were privileged to be absent ; that

it would therefore he searcely possible for con-
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signees of goods to clear their packages on such
days in the absence of their sircars and other
servants ; that during the Doorgale Poojal vaca-
tion the difficulty would exist in a greater, and
on other close holidays in a lesser, degree. The
Committee therefore recommended that the non-
working days at the jetties should assimilate to
the days observed by Government; that if any
work was done it should be permissive only ; and
that if a master of a vessel wished to get despatch
by discharging cargo on those days when con-
signees could not; take delivery he should do so at
Lis own expense for any wharf-rent levied by the
Commissioners on such discharged and undeliver-
ed cargo.

From the following reply it will be seen that
the Commissioners have adopted the Committee’s
recommendation to a considerable extent ; and it
is hoped the arrangement arrived at in respect of
non-working dayswill be satisfactory to the public.
The Commissioners have not however noticed the
point of charging to vessels the wharfrent due
on packages of which consignees are unable to ob-
tain delivery.

Caleutta, June 124 1871,

In continuation of my lotter No. 812 of the 22nd
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ultimo, I have the honor to inform you that the Com-
missioners have adopted the following list of holidays to
e observed at their jotties and wharves in substitution
of the list hitherto in foree :—

New Year's Day ...
Sree Punchoomy ...
Good Triday
Queen’s Brith-Day
Doorga and Luckhee Poojah ...

Lo D e e

Kally Poojah . "
Juggodhatree Poojah "
Christmas . . »

20 days.

Phe addition made to the number of holidays allowed
under the former rules is sixteen.

Tt has been decided that consignees shall mot he
charged wharfrent during any of the above holidays
when they fall within the first 48 howrs after the goods
have been landed from the vessel, that is to say, two
clear working days will always Dbe allowed bcf91~? a
charge for whaf-rent is incwred. In order to faciliate
discharge of the vessels, they will be allowed to WO‘] I on
Tolidays, so long as accommodation can be convcmo‘ntlx
provided for cargo in the jebty sheds, on 1'mym?uu of
double the jotty hire and the usual overtime fees .(:0
cstablishments. By these arrangements, the Commis-
sioners bolieve that the views of the Chamber of
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Commerce and consignees will be met, and at ihe same
time as little delay occasioned in the despateh of vessels
as is possible under the circumstances.

Schedule of charges for shipping goods
at the Jetties.

The Port Commissioners having submitted for
the Chamber’s opinion a schedule of charges and
wharf rent on goods shipped at the jetties
the Committee civculated copies of it to mem-
Dbers, whose replies were forwarded to the Com-
missioners with an expression of the Committee’s
opinion that the proposed rates largely exceed-
ed those to which exported produce had been
subject under a long continued system, and of their
hope that due weight would be given to the views
contained in the several communications placed.
before them. !

The Commissioners having carefully considered
the various suggestions offered by members and
the Committee, endeavoured to meet their wishes
as far as possible by a material reduction of the
mb.es originally proposed; and the Commitice
Delieve that the amended schedule has been
accepted as fair and reasonable.
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Street Tramways:

The Committee’s report for the half-year ended
31st October 1870 contained all the correspon-
dence that had passed up to that dafe between
the Government of Bengal and the Chamber re-
Jative to the scheme of street tramways proposed
by Mr. Prestage, Agent for the Bastern Bengal

Railway ; and on the present occasion the Com-
mittee submit a continuation of the discussion of
that subject.

The scheme having been forwarded by the Go-
vernment of Bengal for the consideration of the
Justices of the Peace, a special Committee, repre-
senting the Justices and the Port Commissioners,
was appointed to report upon it, and their recom-
mendations were unanimously adopted by the Jus-
tices, who expressed their desive to construct a
Jinc of tramiway from Circular Road—up Boito-
Jhanab, Bow Bazar, and Tall Bazar—to the Strand
TRoad, and from that point northward along the
Strand to Chitpore Bridge. Should these experi-
mental lines prove successful, the Justices will
endeavour to extend the tramwviy system in such
other directions as may be found useful for deve-
lopement of traffic and convenient for the public

generally.
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Government of Bengal to Chamber of Comncree,
Caleutia, 6th June 1871.

.I am directed to forward for the information of the

T“l‘\tn. ‘([((1?;‘(‘('11‘]“:\71““‘1{‘1]Sn (mn; Chsieman of the Chamber  of
Justices of the Pence for the Town of Cale
| Kepint of tho Specil. Gommitieo appsis Commerce
Justi )
: i t1 ;
L ng the lines of Tramvays 1o- 1o D apors
e noted in the
of tha duai ! » i margin velag-
No. 1236 dated 7 171 o the VieoUhimn i | X
X o 2 87 o the Viee-Clairms C '
Lo the Gonnnonors For sanking Sororoants iy 1S b0 & pro-

Torl of Calonttn: (
Memorandim by Lieut-Col, I, §. Tay’ posa for cs-
i gmerandin By Liewt Col, 8. Taglor, 35y doted galli Ty {n o
Memorandum by T estage, I3 o -
Memorandun by T Prestage, B, dated 8 June - Sreeb Tram-
B ways in Cal-
cubba, and to solicit an expression of their views on the
proposed scheme.

Clamber of Commerce to Qovernment
of Dengal.

Caleutta, 16th June 1871,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree desiv
me to acknowledge the reeeipt of your lotter No, 1 IS'S‘HOI'
th: Gth instant, and to submit for the co:midcr:u,imu Or
His Ionor the Licutenant-Governor the l‘;)ll ‘ .
remarks on the subject of your relerence. e

It is jus year si
] Jjusb & yeav sinee the Commiktee were invited
the Govermment of Bengal to considera proposal Lo
Y Q sal Lo

consbructing strect tramways for the town of Calenita
and to express their opinion of the scheme submitted by
Mr. Prestage, Agent for the Bastern Bengal Railway.

Aftor o consulbation with thab gentleman as to the
Dearing of the proposed measure on the passenger and
goods traffic of the city, the Committee reported theiv
general concwrrence in the plan and  oxpressed their
opinion thab it would confer very appreeiable advantages.

The scheme now before the Committee is, with the
oxception of certain extensions which it is not proposed
0w bo carry out, very similav to that already referred to.

Thero can be no question as to the material ‘benefits
Jevivable from a tramway running down from the Cir-
cnlar Road in o direet lne to the Strand, and thence
from a point mear the Cusbom Tlouse—say Faili
Place—towards Chitpore Bridge, to some point which
veached, s:z.y—Aheorcctoll:\hGhﬁl., or Ruth
The Strand Road torminates
s whe-

can be easily
Ghatb a little higher wp.
ab ov near the lagber place, and the question ar
ther the tramway should Pranch off to the vight, up
Shobah Bazar Street, and thence cnter the Chitpore
TRoad, or whether it should be continued in a direet
line from Ruth Ghit to Bang Bazar pavallel with the
river bank, by means of o viaduct as proposed hy Mr.

Pro
Prestage.

Entirely sharing the doubts exprossed by the Licute-

he line from Ruth Ghat up

p the Chitpore Road,
b4

nant-Governor regarding tt
Shobah Bazar Street and thence
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{md being of opinion that that voute is altogether
impracticable for tramway purposes, the (,‘onnuit:c: l)
not lfe tate to pronounce their belief that the conLincno
o‘usklme,. running parallel from Ruth Ghat to Baug Bﬂ]'u"
(.cl{u?, over a well constructed viaduet, would be tvlt;o m“tb
e!ilcl?nt plan. for maintaining an uninterrupted comn "

mc::mon ‘between the southern and northern tcrmi:“;
p(fmts of the tramway, and an unbroken connecti .

with the starting point at Sealdah. e

’l‘hq Committec duly note the views expressed by
Lhc.J ustices on the question of gauge and their 1-00’01)1( \))
dat}on in favor of the narrow g‘augc of 3 fect 3 n:zlbxlclu
z'l‘nch hf's been recently adopted by Government for
»J:ttb? Railways : but they arc unable to concur in tl
opinion of the Justices in this respect. L

“.“:E;'i,c:\si:hc Justices vightly apprehend, “as far as goods
bra concerned, the tramway would prolnblb '
chiefly used for the removal of country produce -
seeds and jute—from the Sealdah Railway Sb‘Lt;'—ﬂmh -
godowns in town where they are stored b‘ 10111 o the
mcrclfufxts," and those godowns are newuly wl‘i,s"ff m]csn'le
the vicinity of the northern portion of L]m‘ St ~l wied in
:uxfl near Shobah Bazar Street, it appears 4:0 li;‘lud 1}0&(1
mitbee very essential to the proper working of ch Fon-
:\]'ay Eysmm that the gauge should :lssimilztc to ‘ih“;“"}
i " v.\n} Bengal Railway, whence I d ’
}ln(ea;l»nhi of fml produce could e tmnsl};n::g :lv‘;:form
break of b.uH\, a process involving material losg l.Ollb
and  considerable loss by brc;j{ngc :m‘d \\0;S of time

which, the Commibbee thinlk, should he oh"i'tbcd’ii‘ﬂgg’ ’zlulld
via ssible,
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(lovernnent of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Fore Willam, 92nd June 1871.

nowledge the reeeipt of your letter

T am directed to ack
views of the

dated the 16th instant, communicating the
Chamber of Commerce on the subject of the proposed
system of strect tramways for Calcubta. Tt appewrs that
the Committee, whilst entirely agreeing with the Licut-
tenant-Covernor as to the route to he followed, are in
favor of the standard gauge, to enable the wagons of the
Eastern Bengal Railway Company to trangport produce
over the tramway Lo the river-side without break of bulk.

9. The Licutenant-Governoxr desives mo to state thab
the question of the oxtension of the Bastern Bengal
Railway from Scaldah o Nimtollah bas been dealt with
as distinet from that of the tramways, and a copy of my
Jettor No. 1189G, dated Tth June 1871, to the address of
the Agent, Dasborn Bengal Railway, is enclosed for the
information of the Chamber.

3. The Licutenant-Governor will be glad to know

if the Comumittee are of opinion that it would be prati-
cable to carry the broad gauge through the city by the
Tine proposed by the Justices of the Peace, and I am to
add that, as the line is to bo constructed by the Justices
from Municipal Tunds, the matber yests with them to
devide : but His Honor has no doubt that they would

nuch respect the opinion of the Chamber.

Govt. of Bengal to Tastern Bengal Railway Coy.

Your letter No, 1932, dated 17th ultimo, forwarding
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a copy of Mr. Hawkshaw’s report on the proposed ex-
tention of the railway through the city and the formation
of a goods station on the river-side at Iautkolah, having
Dbeen laid before the Licutenant-Governor, I am direeted
to state in reply that His Honor is strongly impressed
with the belief that it will not be possible to allow traflic
to be worked by locomotive power over a broad gauge
line through the heart of the city to Hautlolah.

2. The orders of the Government of India on the sub-
jeeb were communicated to you with my docket No.
631G, dated 29th March 1871, and there is now mno
around for the expectation that Government will bear a
portion of the expense of widening Nimtollah Street.
Tis Honor is, however, inclined to think that the only
mode of obtaining the object in view, wounld be by the
Municipal Railway to the river and thence along the
Strand Bank to the Port Jettics, i the plan which has
been suggested to the C {for making im-
provements to the Port of Caleutta in the enclosed letter
No. 1286, dated 5th May, issued from the General De-
partment of this Government, could be carried out by the
co-operation of the Commissioners, the Justices of the
Peace for the Town of Caleutta, and the Rastern Ben-
gal Railway Company.

Chamber of Commerce to Government of Bengal.

Caleutle, 290 June 1871.

The Commilice of the Chamber of Commeree desive
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cipt of your letter No. 1299

me to acknowledge the rec
Srd y

of the 22nd instant, and to state i reply to the u
graph that they yccommended the gauge corrcspoml.mg
:Viﬂl that of the Eastern Bengal Railway \mdm" the im-
pression that it would be practicable to adopt Alt on the

¢ tramway. If, however, it is not prac-

lines proposed for th c )
{icable to adopt that gauge the Justices will no doubt con-
' ] deem best

struct the line on such principles as they may
suited to the xequirements of the scheme and the preser-
vation of the ordinary traflic of the city.

Testimonial to Sir William Grey.

The subscriptions—l'\mit-ed to 2 gold mohurs

3,072— of this sum
cach—amounted to Rs. 3,072—and of 3

after meeting the charges incurred h?re, .4:118(1'
las been remitted and placed at the djlsposn ol
J. Skinner, D. Cowie, J. N. Bullen and
ially consented to actasa
for the purpose of carry-

the Chamber in obtaining

Messrs.
Seth Apcar, who cord
Committee in Toondon
ing out the wishes of h
thz portrait of Sir William Grey-

WIembers.

i 1 Co., and Messrs.
Tesars, T D. Latapie and 0
T 1?1{133;‘:;“(“” and Co., of Moulmein, have ceased
odd, a

to be Members.
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Funds of the Chamber.

The half-yearly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 960-3-7, exclusive of the
Reserve of Rs. 12,000 in 4 per cent. Government
Securities.

J. R. BULLEN SMITH,

President.

N

APPENDIX.
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i
SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

wd by o Special Goneral Meting of the Bengal
with cffect from

Rovised and adop
Chamber of Commercs held. on. the 18tT Jurne 1861,

1t January 1862,

Secretary.

13,062 13 10
18,403 11 0

Rupees 26,466 8 10

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bultion, Gold
... 1 percent.

Dust or Coin ... v
o, On the purchaso (when in funds) or salo of Indigo, i

Ra Silk, Silk Picce Goods, Opivm, Pearls, Pre- . .

cious Stones, or Jewellery - T i

374 15 10
20 8 0

H. W, I WOOD,

237 10 0

1,062 13 10
12,000 0 0
8998 0 0
£147 9 0

Receipts from Price Current
Interest for 6 months on

3. On pruchasing disto when funds are provided by
the Agent .. B .
all other goods—the :

4. Onthe salo or purchase of
commission in all cascs to be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, aud in regard fo pue- :
ehases upon both cosb and eharges I i

On reburns for Consignments if mado in produce ... 2}

in Bills, Bullion, o

in hand

4 per cent. Clovt, Paper for

Rs. 12,000

3
12,058 3 7; ,, Sundries

»

Cash in Bank of Bengal "Rs. 687 14 0

Government Paper

,» Subsoriptions

»

5.
6. On returns of Consiguments if

”

-

Treasuroe .o
7. On accepting Bills against Consiguments
& On tho sale or purchase of Ships, Factorics, Houses,
Lands, end all property of a like desoription .
5. On goods and treasuro consigned, and all other pro-
+ desoription roforred to Agency for
+ advancod upon or otherwise, which

sal vhetl
shall afterwards be and on goods
o others and

consigned for conditional delivery &
<o delivored, on fnvoico amount at 2s. per rupec. - half com.
anoes ov procuring loans of moncy
when the aggregate

1 i

900 0 OBy Balance of 30th April 1871 :—

2}

7,023 2 3
4,685 3 0f
0!

0
7
37

5

1st May to 31st October 1871.
R,

porby of

Rupees 26,466 8 10)

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.

S e )
atement of the Funds of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce from

270
958
.. 12,000 0 0

10. On making ad
for commercial PUIpOSeS,
commission does nob exceed § per cent . 2% per ceni.
) 11, On ondering, or recelvin_and delivering goods, or
tho fulfilment of contracts, or on
\whero no other Conis-

i

superintending
the shipment of goods,
sion is derived

in hand
Government Paper

»

Cash in Bank of Bengal ... 687 14

To Office Rent
3 Establishment
35 Charges General
s Balanco :—
CArLcUTTA,
31st October 1871,

S




B - v
iwv
ofTocti amcas, whether on lives or pro-
12, On guarantecing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements, 22. On cﬂ‘bihn« Insurances, w "
and on becoming secwity for administration of perty I
Estates, or to Government for tho dishursement 93, On scitling Tnsuranco laims, losses, : s
of public money . 2} por cont. of all classes, and on procuring rckurns ol p o
o ) R
13, On r ing the due realization of mium
sales .3 24, On drawing, p\uch'\smg, selling, or I\cgoh'\hng Bills
p
14, On'the managemont of Estates for Excoutors or - of Tixchange ... w1
Adwinistrators w2, 95. Ou debts or other i when a process at law o
15. On chartering sliips or engaging tonnage for con- - arbitration is incwrzed in claiming them »
stituents for vessels o proceed to outports for Or if recovered by such means ... »
loading R B 6. On Dills of Txchange returned dishonored »
16, On advertising as the Agents for O\mels or Com- ;7 On collecting House Rent »
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the

95, On ship's Disbursements

al passage money, whether the s r iating v
mount of passage money, her sume 20, On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any

shall pass through the Agent's hands or not ...

2

AN h e » : Toan on respondentia . -2 s
17. On procuring freight fora, ship bya shipping ordor e of Crodil o 1,
or charter, or on procuring employment for a 30. On granting Lo © Government Sconitios wnd
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for 31 On sale or pruehnse o B0 e and on vy
owners, Captain, or chiartorers of a vesscl upon i Bauk or othor o?“mt by purchase from one
the gross amount of frcight, biokerago inclusive 5, exchangs "rut T T
15, On engaging Asiatic Imigrants for @ ship to the dlass to anoth » N
it ot Tudi : roring tp Government Scouritics and Banls
Mauritius, the West Tndics, or clsewhors, upon 32, On delivering wp v 1
the gross amount of carnings. . B, or other Joint Stock Shaxcs, on tho maxketvalne 4

33, On all amounts debited and orcdited within he year
(tess tho balanco brought forwaxd) upon which
5 por cent. bas

19, On engaging troops for a ship 1o Great Britain or
elscwhere, on the g1oss amount of passage money

forrauk and. filo 2o Commission amounting o

¥
o fght, § Doen charged . e d
20, On realising inward frcight, inward troop, Emigrant,

or Cabin passage money .. o, s Drokorage whon paid is to be separately charged.

21, Onlanding and re-shipping goods from any vessol [1. W. I WOOD,
in distress, or on landing and sclling by anction ——
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting

as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con-
corned on the declared value of all such goods
as may bo re-shipped, and on the net prococds of
all such goods as may he publicly sold )
If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picce Goods... 2%
It Treasure, Precious Stoncs, or Jewellary o |

B
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Porr or CaLourra, adopted at the
General Mecting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held on the
28th May 1839. The Schedule came into operation from lst
January 1860

ot per | Oibie

ARTICLES. T, feet:
TonNett. | o S
Aloes in Bags and Bosos 20
Alum, in Ditto . 20
Aniseed, in Bags . . 8
Arrowroot, in Cases
Asafeetida, in Bags and Boxes 20 | e
Apparel, in Boxes 50
Tark, in Bags
Bees’ Wax 20 cwt.
Barilla 20
Betel-nub
Books
Borax or Tincal
Brimsione
Buliion .
Cake-lac, in Bags
Camphor, in Casos
Cardamoms in Robins

\ Boxcs
Cassia, in Boses
W Bags
China Root, m Bags
N Boxes
Chirclta
Cligars
Cloves, in Bags
oxes

Conlé’
Cochineal
Coflee, in Bags
o Casks
Coral, Rough
Cotton, in Bales of 300 1hs. cach, 5 to the )

ton, not to exceed .
Cowries 20
Cutch, in Bags 18
Dates, Web 20
: 16

Dhol
Flephants’ Tocth in Bulk
Furniture

vii

Cubic

Owtper | frgey
per Ton.

ARTICLES. Ton Netb.

e
Gaxlic and Onions
Ginger
Gram ¢
Gums, in Cases
Gunny Bags and Guany Cloth
Gunjal
B Dalos 0f 00 Ibs. éach 5 to the |
ton, not to oxceed o
Tides, Buffalo, or Cow, Cured
Toofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Hornt, Cow, Bulfalo, or Deer
}‘\l\(t)egoin Bales of 300 Ibs, cach, 5 to the ton, }
not to excee - .
Lac Dyc
Tard

Machinery
Metals
Mirabolams
DMolasses .
'Poarl, in Bags -
Mother o o, B
Munjeet: .
Mustard ov Rape Seed
Nutmegs, in Cases 0T Cask

Nux Vomica
ts

!
Oil, in Cases
» lasks

Popper, Tong
PP Bk

Platiks and Deals
Poppy Seed
Putchuck
Raw Silk, in Bales
Rattans forDDt\:nuagc .
Yood Ditto .
l;lll,\dcu‘:vi‘): Balcs, per Ton of 5 Bls. not exdg.
Togiogin Cot o
Ropiogin 015 tsines, in Bundles
»




ARTICLES.

Cyrt, por | Cubic
Tou Notk,| _Fosb
per Ton,

Tum, in Casks

Sago, in Cases

Sal-amoniac, in Bags
. Box

Saltpotre .

S'tpml Wood for Dunna
caling Wax, in Cases
Seed-lac, in Cases
Tags
Seun’l ”
hells, Rough, in Bags
Shell-ac, in Cascs

il Bioco Goode's
Skins
Soap, Comnty, in Crses

Stick Lac, in Gusos

Sugar Boge o
Tallow, in Cases or Casks

‘apioca

ca

Teel Seod

Timber, Round
Square
Tolncco, in ]‘3‘1] a
Tortoiso Shells, in Chests .
Turmeric
Wheat
Wool

» Bags ..
Bar ...

alo
Tarmarinds, in Cases or Casks

Safilowor, in Bls. p. Ton of 5 131>, nob exdg.

|

2 puncheons or 4 Iihds,
52

N.B

Caleutta.

CaATCUTTA,
18th March 1868, }

—G
oo m“"z::,s]‘,: f;sl\s 117; Cases to be calculated gross weight
gl weight 5 and where freight is mads
¢ paya
o]lx measurement, the measurement be taken on the Custolup;i -
wharf, or other shipping wharf within the limits of tho poil'ii

H W. L WOOD,

Seerelary.

ix

MEMBERS OF THE CH

AMBER OF COMMERGE.

z\gelhto and Sagrandi.
Apear and Co.
Anstrn \ch\ aud Co,
A , Scl i and Co.
‘Atkinson, Tilton and Co.
‘Atkinson, John and Co.
Ashburner and Co.
Balmer, L'\\\nn and Co.
Barlow and Ca
Doty Dunlop and Co.
Blacke:
]Xunm‘lulc. Schiller and Co.
Buskin, B.
Camin, Lamourous and Co.
Carlisles Nephews and Co.
Colvin, Cowic and Co.
Crooke, Rome and Co.
Codane, S, Manager, Agra Bak,
Limited.
Comeron, T, Agent, Hong-Fong &
Shanghai Baoting g Corporadion,
Chalmars, 3., Manayers ‘Nationel Bank
of ]ndm
Cox, Iem
DeSouza, 'Um« andd Co.
Purrschmidt, Grob and Co.
D\nxlmn'\lh DHLL and Co.
Tde and Hob:
mstlwlsrn '\m\ Ocstarley.
Twing and
Ciliott, John ’\llﬂ Co.
Bara, B
Forgusson, | J n am Co.
\m\dhy, 0.
Feilmann, N'umm: and Co.
Tinlay, ]\‘l\\lr and Co.
T ch , and Co.

Longuuis, Thos., Manager, D
London Bank, Linit
Lovall, 1. T, Sepdt, P. & 0. Sten
Navigation Company.

Lyall, Ronuic and Co.

Macalltar, It dgant, Lidor Conpary.
Tackinnon, Mackenzie and

Mackon, Lyall and Co.

izht, Anderson and Co.

\1.,-.m AV, and Co.

Manockjec Rustomjce.

Tear, Macizo and Co.

Playfuir, Duncan and Co.

Teliocochino Drothers.

Tecl, Ross and Co.

Tisiage, T, doent of the Eastern
o 1 Railuy Compony.

<on L aud Co.

I citom, Alfred.

Talli Brothers.

Talli and Mavorajuni.

Tobert and Charriol.

Rentiers and Co.

Tobinson, S, 11.

Robinson, 1. M., Managing Dircetor of
e Bongal Coal Company.

a Co.

Sehcpior, Putz and Co.
Seliroder, Smidt and Co.
Schoene, Kilburn and Co.
Shand, Vairlic and Co.

Shaw, Jameson and Co.
Smith, . A. and Co.

Smitly, Samuel, Sons end Co.

Tind D S . Agent, Chartered Seryigeour, J. S, Agert Oricnta

D.,
e eile " Banl: of Andia, London,
and Chint.

Gisbome and Co.

Ciraf and Banziger.

Grabam and Co-

Grindly and Co.

Gubbay, Blias 8.

Tiendcrson and Co.

Hondcrson, George and Co.

Tioare, Miller and Co.

Fuber and

Jadine, himner d Co.

Ketllowoll, bullcn and Cor

Welly and

Ker, Dods nd Co.

Knowlos, 1., dgent, Doraco Conzey:

an: Gorporation.

Thowmas, J. and

Tumer, Mouison nd Co.

oulmin, L. V. and Co.
Tamvaco and Co.
Uilmam, Hirsshhorn and Co.
Wattenbach, Heilgers and Co-

i Weinholt Brothers.
Whyle, G. A, dgent, Ohartored Bank

of India, Australic and Chin.

Whitney Brothers and Co.
Williamson Brothers and Co.
e Jtitghell, Tteid aud Co.
Wills, 1 t'lm'\uds and Co,

l Wolf] Wilmans and Co-

Yule, Andvew and Co.

MOFUSSIL MEMBERS.

Pecher, Wi —Gohatty, Assam.
Hamilton, Brownand Co—

pore.

i Toward Brothers.—lirzaporc.
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x
RULES AND REGULATIOHNS

OF THE

GAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

That the Society shall be styled «Tam
Bexcan CoaMser or CoMMERCE.”

That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to watch
over and protect the general commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal and
specially those of the port of Calcutta ;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public autho-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ceive references from, and to arbitrate
between, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.
That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be admissible ag
members of the Chamber.

,.That candidates for admission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed

Fifth,

Sizth ...

Seventh..

Tightlees

xi

and seconded by two ‘members, and may
be clected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.
That the subscription of firms and banks
shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupess per mensem,
and of mofussil members 32 rupees per
annum. ’

That any member of the Chamber whose
subscription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
montl’s notice of such default.

. That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall be managed by a Committee of
seven Members, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
1o be clected annually ab a General Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence,
the Vice-President heing ex-officio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence of the President and Viee-Presi-
dent, the Committee o clect its own

Chairman.  Tour to form a quorum.

Amnual elections of President, Vice-
Prosident, and members of the Com-




Ninth...

Tenth...

Eleventh.

xii

mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated. All vacancies created by the
absence of the President, or Vice-Presi-
dent, from the Presidency for three
months or by departure for Europe, or
by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
CommiLLco.\'\\All vacancies created as
above by the absence, departure, or death
of any of the Members of the Committee
shall be forthwith filled up by selection
by the Committee subject to approval at
first ordinary general meeting thereafter. \
That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be eligible to serve as members of
the Committee.

Two members of a firm or reprosentatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the smme time.

That the Committee shall mect for the
pwrpose of transacting such business as
wmay come  within the provinee of the

xiii

Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings be open to the inspection of
members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Tuwelfth. That all procecdings of the Conn}littcc

‘ e subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth. That a half:yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee bc‘ 1)1'epm~f3d,
printed, and circulated for information
of members three days previous to ihe
Gieneral Mecting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committec shall be
submitted for approval.

Fourteenth. That the Secretary shall b.e clected
by the Committee ; such election to .bc
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing

General Meeting.

Fifteenth.Thab General Meetings .of the Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-
mittee may consider convenient for the
dospateh of business.

Siateonth.That any number of members present
shall be held to constitute a G.eneml B){ect-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules

of the Chamber for the despatch of or-

dinary business.




xiv

Seventeenth.That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
Chairman of Committee, shall call a
Special General Meeting to be held with-
in 15 days subsequent to receipt of such
requisition.

Eighteenth.That every subscribing firm or bank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and that
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.

Nineteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Twentieth.That voting by proxy shall he allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour: of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first. That the Chamber reserves to itself
the right of expelling any of its members;
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members present in
person or by proxy at any Special Grene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
cy may be admitted by the Committee

XV

as honorary members for a period not ex-
ceeding two months.

Twenty-third...That no change in the rules and ve-
gulations of the Chamber shall be
made except by the votes of a majo-
rity of the members of the Chamber
present in person or by proxy at a
Special General Meeting to be held
after previous notice of three months.

[
Cones and Co., No. 19, Loll Bezar.
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