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DProceedings of the Ialf~yearly General Meeting
of the Chamber of Commerce held on Thursday
the §th December 1870.

The President the on'ble J. Tt. Brruny Sirra,
after reading the advertisement convening the
moeting, said that the Report ‘of the Com-
mittee for the last six months had been in the
hands of the members for a few days, and le
wag afraid it might appear rather meagre as
compared with its predecessors; this had not
arisoen from any want of zeal on the part of
the Committee, but simply because a smaller
number of subjects than usual had come before
them. The first was that of the Income-taw.
Tor his part, he would have wished that their
meeting could have passed off without allusion
to a subject of which they had heard so much.
It will be in the recollection of members
that when the additional taxation was imposed
the Chamber did not take any part in the uni-
versal agitation that arose against it. It was
discussed in Committee, and it seemed to
them that, as an Association established for
purely mercantile purposes, it was not necessary
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for them, as a Chamber, to move in the matter,
the more so that individual members were offered,
through other channels, the opportunity of ex-
pressing their disapproval. In the month of
August last, however, it seemed to them that they
might break silence without departing from the
objects of this Association. Their reasons for
g0 doing were that the tax was imposed under
very peculiar circumstances, which, according to
the manifosto made by Government in Au-
gust, appeared mno longer to exist, and that,
in view of the lamentable war that was about
breaking out between two of the largest
States of Turope—States which were among
our largost consumers, and with which many
members of the Chamber were intimately con-
nected—it scemed to them that this mnew
taxation would press upon many members of the
Chamber with excessive severity. They, there-
fore, addressed the Government in a letter, dated
the 10th of August, which las been om-
bodied in the report, as also the reply thercto,
Had the Secretary of the Financial Department
simply declined to comply with the prayer con-
tained i that letter, he (the Chairman)
for one, would bave bheen content to wait the
issue of the next financial statement, by which
it could be scen on what grounds the refusal
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rested. The Financial Secretary, however, went
a good deal further than this. He not only -
fused their request, but he said in effect, although
probably notin an adverse spirit, that the Cham-
ber searcely knew what they were writing about,
and that their application had heen based on a
misapprehonsion of the Government accounts.
The Committee thought it their duty to give a
rejoinder to this charge of ignorance, and to state
that they perfectly understood the Government
accounts, and also the position that each finan~
cial year stands onits own Dasis. They said
also that the best guide a financial minister can
have for a coming year is, assuming things to
have been normal, the result of the year which
has just closed. This seemed the course which
would be pursued by a practical man who wished
to purchase an estate or concern; and the Com-
mitlee helieved there were certain plain principles
applicable alike to all finance, whether public or
private ; but from all he had learned, he (the
Chairman) believed the action of the Committee
had found approval swith every member of the
Chamber.. The correspondence was closed by
only a formal acknowledgment of their last
letter.

The second subject mentionod “in the report
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was connected also with the Income-fax, and
related to appeals against assessment.  The Com-
mittee received a representation from an esteemed
member of the Chamber with reference to the
mode which parties appealing against the Collee-
tor’s assessment were compelled to adopt. e
(the Chairman) wished to guard himsclf from
bringing any general charge against that officer ;
but a complaint had come before the Com-
mittee in such an authenticated form that the
conclusion was unavoidable that the law had
been misinterpreted.  The present Act laid down,
or was read to lay down, that if any assessee
considers himself aggrieved by the amount of
assessment levied upon him it was incumbent
upon him to send an appeal to a higher authority
{rom the lower. So far well; but it was also
ruled that all the confidential documents that
related to this appeal wore to be sent up with it
and that no assurance would or could be given
that these documents would be treated as con-
fidential. This the gentleman referred to con-
sideted to be a grievance :—certainly, it could
never have been intended by Government that
the balance-sheets and private accounts of houses
of business were to be bandied about from ono
official to another. The Commissioner of Revenue
was addressed on this subject, and he decided to
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revert to the old practice by whieh a day of
hearing should be fixed, and the private documents
should be produced only on that day by the ap-
pellant in person, which decision was confirmed
by the Board of Revenue.

The next subjeci was that of the LPors Tmprove-
ment Trust, which was now a matter of faci. Tle
had reason to know that this was to the Licute-
nant-Governor a matier of greab satisfaction ; and
he knew that ITis Honor had done his utmost, in
nominating the members, to have an cfitcient Board,
and one which would command the confidence of
the community. ITe (the Chairman) believed this
had been attained, and that the new Trust would
De found resulting in much bencfit to the trade of
Caleutta, especially when it assumed charge of
the entire port.

The next subjeet was that of the New Jeities.
TFrom page 23 of the report, it will be noticed
that some correspondence took place with the
Government of Bengal on the subject of a Small
Cause Cowt decision which seemed unduly to
prolong the responsibility of ships as to deliveryof
cargo.  The Government of Bengal did not, how-
over, deem it necessary to pass any special regula-
tion with regard to it, believing the difficulty to
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be met by some of the sections of the new Lort
Trust Bill, then about to pass into law,  While
mention that a decision
- Judge off the Small

on this subject, he ma

which was given by the 1
Cause Court, in May last, in a caso for damago to
iron landed at one ol the new jeities, oceasioned
very greal surprise in fhis city, and tho Commiitee
m'l:n Tad an ofticial Tetter from the Madras Cham-
ber of Commeree on the subject.  The Commitice,

however, did not address CGovernment on the

subject, beeause the Judge evidently (el that he
ubsequently save moditied

., which  weve at fiest

Tiad gone too far, and

expression to his vie
entively opposed to what the mereantile  com-
ity had always considered o on the matter

in quostion.

Tn page 20 of the Report members would find
some notice laken of Street Tramways. They
were aware thal certain suggestions with vegavd

to this were submitted to the Bongal Qovernment

by Mr, Pranklin Prestage.  Mre, Prestage ws
kind cnough to - diseuss the proposed measure
with the Committee and o explain ifs general

s and mereantile traflic of

beaving upon the pa
the city, and the Committee wero convineed that

eng

the tramways, as suggested by him, would be very

benefivial to Caleutta. On the main proposal they

v

enbirely agveed with M. Prestage,  with the
exeeption of a pavtial change in the divection of
one or two ol the Tines.  The matter has gone
before the  Gevernment of! Bengal. but what
further has been done fn regard (o it the Com-
mitlee were nob in a position Lo say.

The next subject was that of Enfiecement of
Government Promissory  Notes  for payment of
infer in Tondon. The Gusetle of Tudic, of
28th May las

tion +— Notico is hereby o

contained the following notities
1 that heneofortlhy
all promissory notes of the Government, of India,

which shall be entaeed for payment of the interost
thercon in London by dalts on Tudia, will bo
enfaced subjeet Lo the condition that the amount
ofany dutics which may at any time bo chhge-
able in Tudia, in vespoct of sueh interest, shall bo
deducted therefrom at. the pls

ce when payment is
made by o draft on Tadia, or otherwise, and o

drafe given for the balanee only.™ Tove, again,
sl

Talf-year, the Committee have, with vegret, found

was one of those matters in which, during the e

themselves at diveet issue with the Finaneial Do-
partment of” the Gaverment of Tndia, The Come
mittee considered that this Resolution would inter-
fove, o a considerable degree, with the freedom of
oporations in- Government Seewritios, which it
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was the chiel object of the enfacement system
to encourage, and they wrote to Government
accordingly. In reply the Committee were
told that they were again wrong ; that nothing
of the kind was intended ; and that the notifi-
cation was intended merely to ensure thaf, in
the cvent of any new provision being intro-
duced regarding the levy of tax on dividends
payablp by the State, enfaced paper should oc-
cupy the same position as other sccurities. The
Coumittee reccived this announcemont with satis-
faction, hut they believed the original notification
was read universally in the light in which they
interproted it, and which it undoubtedly scomed
to wear,

The mext subject was that of Registration of
Govermment Currency Noles in the Collectorate.
This was a small matter, but it was represented to
the Chamber that no register of currency notes
waskept in the office of the Collector, It appeared
to the Committee that this would effectually pre-
vent the tracing of lost and stolen notes, and
they, thereforc, wrote to the Hlead Commissioner
of Paper Currency on the subjeet, and recommend-

+ed that the Collector he authorised to prepare a
registor of all notes received by Lim. The letter
had been forwarded to the Board of Revenue, and
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it is hoped that the Chamber’s reference would
be cffectual.

The Chairman here briefly referred to the
existing arrangements of the Paper Currency
of the country, expressing his opinion that
the time had now arrived when the restric-
tions of separate circles wmight be entirely
withdrawn or greatly modified, improved means
of communication having greatly done away
with the difficulties in view of which a variety
of circles was at first established. The minimum
size of currency note seemed also now to claim
attention, and he (the Chairman) would be glad to
see this reduced to five rupees. It seemed to him
that if they wished to make their currency what
a currency ought to be, they should reduce their
note to an amount which passes into the hands
of the majority of the people of this country,
and is more in proportion to the sums they are ac-
customed to deal with. It is a matber of fact that
one may go into any mart or bazar in Bengal with-
out finding a cwrrency note in any ; and so long
as this exists, it cannot be said that Government
currency has taken hold on the people. It
seemed desirable, therefore, to reduce the note
to five rupees.

The next subject was the ZTelegraph Station
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between Caleutles and Atcheepore, which had
formed a topic of report for the last two half-
years. He presumed the state of finances
had since altered the mind of the Government
on this subject, as members would see from the
resolution of the Government, contained in the
Report, that it did nob think itself justified in
undertaking a project which would entail consider-
able loss on the State. 7The cost of maintenance,
Towever, of an additional station would not
exceed Rs. 220 per month, subject to reduction
by probable receipts.

The next matter was that of Postal Cards, upon
which the Committee had a reference made to them
by the Director General of the Post Office as to the
advisability of introducing them into this country.
This would doubtless form a cheap channel of com-
munication, hut as Government were not pre-
pared to give up any postal revenue, and as any
loss occasioned by the use of these cards at a
low rate would be recouped by raising the rate
of postage on ordinary correspondence, the Com-
mittee decided unanimously that, however ad-
vantageous it might be, yet to the greater por-
tion of the members of the Chamber the intro-
duction of this change, accompanied with an in-
crease of postage, was not to be desired.

11

There were one or two other points of minor im-
portance which were not embodicd in the Report,
but upon which a word or two might be said.
The first was that of the Hooghly Floating
Bridge. The Committee lately had the satisfac-
tion of hearing from Mr. Bradford Leslie that
he is now engaged in elaborating the details of
the work, and is full of hope that, if all goes
well, the bridge will be veady by cnd of 1872.
Then there was a letter from Mr. Prestage, in-
forming the Committee that the ewtension of lhe
Lastern  Bengal Reilway to Goalundo will be
opened on the st January 187l—an announce-
ment which will he hailed with zatisfaction by
all connected with our castern teade. The
Committee also received a very interesting lotter
from  Major Pollock, the Commissioner of
LPeshawnr, onthesubject of the large fair held there
ab the close of the year. Major Pollock was one
of those Indian officers who threw themselves
heart and soul into their work, and thinking
it might be useful to the Chamber, as well ag
tend to promote the success of the fair, e sent
down a packet of patterns and musters of the picce-
goods usually sold thereat, some of which
were Buropean, others were brought from Turkis-
tan, and others were of various native manufac-
ture.  Major Pollock also invited to be his guest
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any member of the Chamber who could find time
to visit Peshawur and see the fair in person ; un-
fortunately no one was able to avail of this invi-
tation, but he, the Chairman, believed all the
members would appreciate the kindly spirit in
which it was given.

The Cratraax then said that the Chamber had
reason to thank the Fast Indian Railway Company,
who, in addition to the usual cotton traffic returns,
had furnished them with a statement which gave
very useful information. From the day the
through-communication was established with Bom-
bay, it became of interest to importers here to
know to what extent piece-goods came from Bom-
bay, vid Jubbulpore up to Allahabad, and entered
on the districts of the north-west, hitherto exclu-
sively supplied from Caleutta. The Railway
Company’s statement showed that a very small
amount of piece-goods had been sent up to this
time, but there were signs of increase, and the
Committee would continue to watch the further
development of this new traffic.

Soon after the death of the late Mr. Wilson,
it was felt by the mercantile community that his
serviees in regard to the finances of Tndia ought
to be recoguised, and a subscription was raised to
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provide a statue, which was sent out in 1865, but
for want of a suitable building to place it in, had
till lately been in the custody of the Secretary
of the Chamber. It was now, however, placed
in the Dalhousie Institute.

The Cnaimyax then referred to the new Tnsol-
vency Bill, regarding which the local Government
bad asked for an expression of opinion on the
part of the Chamber. Tt was carefully gone over
by the Committee, who came to the conclusion
that, in the main, it was an immense improve-
ment on any law of Insolvency that had hitherto
existed in this country, and ought therefore to
be supported by them. A letter was written
to Government accordingly, conveying this ap-
proval and making a few suggestions which the
Committee would be glad to see introduced.

The Crarraray, after this, proposed “That the
Report of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber
of  Commerce for the halfyyear ending 31st
October 1870 be received and adopted.”

Mr. I1. T. Surnsruasn, in seconding the pro-
position, said he was sure he spoke for every
member present there when he declared that they
were under a debt of gratitude to the Chairman
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and to the members of Committee for the care-
ful labors which the interests of commerce had
received during their tenure of office. The com-
mercial community of Calcutta were under very
great obligation to the Chairman for the interest
he took in their work, not only in this Chamber,
but also in his capacity as 4 member of the Vice-
regal Council. 1le would not enter into the
subject of the Income-tax, and the other ques-
tions that had been so ably brought before them
that day, but he would most cordially second
the adoptionof the Report.

The proposition was put to the vote and car-
ried.

The Cratray informed the meeting that they
had lost one member in Mr. J. P. Schneider, who
had left for Burope, but they had also received
two additions to their nwmnber, viz, Messrs.
Tamvaco and Co., and Messrs. Ashburner and Co.
They had been admitted by the Committee as
members of the Chamber, subject to the usual
confirmation, and, in proposing that this be given,
he was sure all would be pleased at receiving into
the ranks of the Chamber another of the Greek
firms whose transactions now bulked so largely
in the business of Calcutta, and in welcoming
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back Messrs. Ashburner and Co., “who had be-
longed to the Chamber in former days.

The eclection of these firms having been con-
firmed,

The Cumamraray said this was all the business
he had to bring forward to the meeting, and he
would now be glad to hear any suggestions from
any of the members present. ’

One of the members here proposed that Go-
vernment be asked to change the days appointed
for the Christmas holidays from Monday and
Tuesday, the 26th and 27th instant, to Iriday,
Saturday, and Monday, on the ground that Tues-
day happened to be a day before the mail. A
majority of members concurred in the proposal,
and the Chairman promised to make the neces-
sary application.

This brought the proceedings to a close, and
the meeting separaled after a vote of thanks to
the chair,

. W. I. WOOD,

Seeretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
£ Coyyurrer ror rni Harnr-vear
ENDED 31s1 Ocroser 1870.

Rirorr or

The Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the last
Half-year

Encome Tax.

The Committee {rust their action in the matier
of the existing rate of Income Tax, as detailed in
the accompanying correspondence with Govern-
ment, may ‘meet with the approval of their fellow
members, who will doubtless share their regret afb
the want of success which has atlended their re-
presentations. The Committee did not forget,
that this Chamber exists for the benefit of com-
m,
ts they represent,

meree, not for purposes of political agitat

but in view of the la

and of the peculiar

this tax was imposed, they deemed it not beyond

their province to wurge its modification when
A

re ing

circumsiances wunder which

purs]
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the necessities of the State appeared not so
urgent as had ab one time been supposed.

By the lefter from the Commissioner of the
Presidency Division given later on, it will be seen
that the Committee were more successful in their
endeavour to set aside the letter of the present Act
in the matter of sppeals from assessment, and
oblain a reversion to the more private system of
hearing such which previously prevailed.

From Clamber of Commerce to Government of
India, Financial Department, Stmla.

Caloutta, 10th August 1870.

T am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce to forward the following remarks on
the subject of the existing rate of Tncome Tax, with the
request that you will he good enough to suhmit them for
the consideration of His Excellency the Governor-General
in Couneil.

I may mention in the outset that, although the Com-
mittee of this Chamber did not send up any remonstrance
to Government at the time the Act for inereasing the
Income Tax was passed, their silence was due not to
approval of the measure, but rather to the belief that
the members of the Chamber unanimously sympathised
with and shared in the more ecxtensive expression of
opinion which was then so wnmistakably pronounced by
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the community in general. The Committee are, however,
of opinion, that the time las now arrived when they
may with advantage make this important question the
subject of special representation to the Government of
India,

When submitting to the Legislative Council the usual
statement of ways and means for the enrrent financial
year, Sir Richard Temple explicitly and emphatically
asserted that this new measure of taxation was forced
upon the executive by sheer necessity, as an only means
of yelief from grave financial embarrassment ; he declared
that without this further increase to the Income Tax—i. ¢.
if he retained the impost at the figure fixed in November
last or two per cent—the present year was estimated to
close with considerable deficit, which the raising of the
duty to six pies in the rupee coverted into a probable
surplus of £163,440. This estimate was founded, accord-
ing to Sir Richard Temple’s statement, on the assumption
that the previous financial year, 1869-70, would closo
with a large deficiency ; but it now appears that a much
more prosperous state of affairs actually exists, and that
instead of having to meet a deficit Government will be
in receipt of a surplus from that year.

The Committee arc aware that they cannot in support
of this statement yet point to any authoritative document,
from the Government of India, but they believe the
same to be substantially correct ; and they have observed
with much satisfaction that the Secretary of State in his
recent Statement to Parliament announced the probability
of the year in question ending thus favorably.
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The Committee cannot doubt that 2 result so happy

measure to the

and unexpectad is due in larg

orous

L poley of vetrenchment so properly sot in motion in

September Tast, the eftects of which, it is not unveason-

alle foassume, will fell even more strikingly upon the
tinanes of the year now emvpent, leading up to the belief
that the expenditure for the sume wnder various heads
will eventually fall considerably under the amount esti-
mated for i the Budget,

T ane very ingportant item of vevenue, i

Opium,

it apponrs likely that the recoipts will prove Targely in |

exers
Tud

year has now expived, and the Drag

of the figure ab which they were put dawn in the

ot estimate : nearly haltof the current tinaneial
still stands in the

market af @ figare which, with 2ll deference, the Come
witteo submit, justifies {he Government in assuming ¢
considerable fariher eredit wnder this head,

In the abundant vains with which the country gene-
vally seems lately o have been favored, ziving pramise
of o pleatiful suivmm harvest, the Committeo wonid
also revognise another source of hape for {he ewrrent
i
wntortumslely only oo eften, how material have boon
the o

veverse has beer the ease 1 ealls entailing wet only wueh

ancil Yo The records of the past fow years show,

made on fhe Govermment of India when the

raexpenditure bu, inaddition, loss of revenue fo o
greater orless extent 1 and the Commitice are encowr-
aged to hope that, should {lre promise of the present

saason be vealised and seareity disappear, Government

may find itsel in the happy position of being ealled

upon to spend less and veceive more than was andiei-
pated.

on wl

The above and ofher considon b the
Committee need ot dwell, lead diveetly, in theiv juda-

ons

ment, to the quesiion whether, in comnection with ihe
existing rate of Ineome Tax, Governmend can longer
maintain the plea off absolute necessity, whether cie-
cumstanes any longer justify the vetention of what is

veally & War Tax.

With the fuwformation st present before them, the
Committee venture to {hink ihat netiher of these ques-
tions can e avswoered in the afirmaiive: they, on the
contrary, eonsider themselves warranted o believing
that o siate of thiv
was suppesed fo ex
would vospeet full

os which either did exist, or ai least
ad they

ssod sy :

now

Tt ewrnestly expr thelr hope that
he subject o ihis communieation way veceive the early
and fiverable consideration of His Exeolloney the Go-
vernor-General in Connetl, with a view o some sub-
stantial vedustion in the vate af which Tneowe Tax shall
o Ist Qetobier

Lelevinble for the half year connmencin,
N

Sueh 2 roduction appears fo - the Commiitee not only
matter of bave justice, bui aitended also with other wost.
mportant considerations, 1t is well known that two

additions o the Income Tax within loss thau a year
have given vise {0 wide spread feelings of frvitation and

distrust among the masses of the people, feelings havdly
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perhaps suggestive of actual political danger, but still
such as it is most desirable to modify and subdue. As
already mentioned, the Government of India, when
imposing the latter and heavier of these additions, stated
plainly that it did so with extreme reluctance as a dire
neeessity, and the Committee are of opinion that
nothing would more tend to soothe the feelings alveady
indicated, nothing be more likely to impress upon the
people the justice and good faith of the supreme Go-
vernment, than the voluntary relinquishment of part of
what was so reluctantly taken in the hour of need.

From Government of India, Financial Depart-
ment, to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Simla, 3rd September 1870.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter
dated the 10th of August, submitting remarks upon the
financial circumstances of the country, with the prayer
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that the rate of
the Tncome Tax may be substantially reduced for the
half year beginning on the 1st October next.

It is o matber of satisfaction that this temperate and
clear representation affords an opportunity of explanation
on cerlain points regarding which misapprehension appears
to exist.

2. In September last year, decisive sleps were taken

to remedy a financial condition which .
factory

as most unsatis-
» and the cowrse then adopted appears to have
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commanded general approval. The measures of the
present year were a necessary complement to those of
the preceding autumn. Tt is true that the high rate of
Income Tax imposed by Act XVI. of 1870 was forced
upon the Government as a means of relief from grave
financial embarrassment. It is also truc that, in explain-
ing the emergency, the Hon'ble Sir Richard Temple
alluded to the ‘“actual deficits which have occwrred in
past years,” and to the apprehension that, despite all the
exertions that had heen made, the year 1869-70 -would
“close with a substantial deficit instead of the equili-
briwm that was cxpected” The series of deficits which
had ocerrred were a cogent additional reason for precau-
tion against any fresh failure of 1csources. But the
deficit of 1869-70 then anticipated had no direct connec-
tion wilh the estimates for 1870-71, the duty of finding
suflicient ways and means for which year would have
heen quite as clear if it had been known that the acecunts
of 1869-70 had closed favorably.

3. Ttis necessary to provide that the ways and means
shall fully suffice for the services of each year. If as
has too often been the case in India, it turns out, that
the expenditurc exceeds the income, the result is fraught
more or less, with embarrassment ; but it has never been
suggested that the country should be taxed in any subse-
quent year to supply the deficiency. It can hardly be
seriously argued, nor, it is observed, does’ the Chamber
of Commerce allege, that, when there is a contrary resuls,
and income exceeds expenditure, the Government ought
deliberately to remit taxation in order to bring about a
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counterbalancing deficit in some later year. Still less
can it be contended that because equilibrium has resulted
when deficit was expected, the State should purposely
allow the income of any later year to fall below its
expenditure.

4. The circumstances of cach year are consider-

ed, beforeband, independently of the out-turn of the_

accounts of any preceding year, with the sole object of
providing sufficient means for eurrent requirements. The
arrangements for 1870-71 were made precisely on this
principle.  The unforlunate “ necessity,” so « explicitly
and emphatically asserted,” for the imposition of the
present high rate of Income Tax, was the necessity of
1870-71, not of any other year. An argument in sup-
port of vigorous measures was naturally drawn from the
recent adverse annual balance sheets ; but it was the
deficiency in the ways and means of 1870-71 alone that
Jjustified the fresh taxation imposed.

5. The approximate accounts of 1869-70 this day
published are indeed more satisfactory than was supposed
in Apiil last.  But without the measures taken in Sep-
tember 1869, there must have been a deficit in 1869-70
of about 13 million sterling; and, moreover, if equili-
brium has been ablained, that is due, not to those extra-
ordinary measures alove, bub also in parl to an excess of
credit over debit adjustments, which cannob be again
expected. '

6. The cffect of the retrenchments begun in Septem-
ber last was taken into account in framing the estimates
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of the present year, and the hopes’ entertained by tho
Chamber of Commerce that those measures will tell more
favorably upon the finances of 1870-71 than was antici-
pated, and that the expenditure will be less than the
amount estimated, are not likely to he rea Atten-
tion is constantly given to the diminution of expendi-
tuve: hut measures of reduction, to be eflicient and safe,
must be, to a certain extent, gradual.

7. The actual accounts of 186970, as approximately
ascerbained, do not support the inference that the esti-
mates of 1870-71 aro too unfavorable; nor are any
botter indications to be found in the experience of the
present year hitherto. Theve is, indeed, promise of a
prosperous

harvest and of a larger revenue from opium
than was anticipated ; but, on the other hand, owing to
the war in Euvope and other eauses, there may probably
be some failure of revenue and some expenditure in
exeess of grant.  Upon the whole, the general prospeets
of the year are by no means improved since the financial
statement was made.

8. The Chamber of Commeree doubtless admits that
the Government, was bound fo take measures to secure
the counbry against the cvil consequences of o deficit
in time of peace.  While nothing but imperative ncees-
sity would have justified the increase of taxation last
April, it isright to state thai the necessity for what wag
done is more evident now than it was then, Any sacrifice,
thevefore, of the resources then provided for the service
of the year could only end in serious cmbarrassment,

B
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9. Abthe same lime, the objections that have been
made in many quarters to the present rate of the
Income Tax are not regarded with indifference ; though
a very much larger portion of the people bore a similar
burden, some years ago, without serious discontent, and
a tax to which incomes of less than Rs. 500 a year are

not liable, and which is

* Note.~About 477,000 persor

not in Uho sonvico of e State  Did by only about one in

wore assessed to Income Tax 1ast  pyery {hree hundred* of the
ear. X
¥ population, can hardly be

said to affect © the masses of the people.”

10. Tn the discussion which took place in the
Legislative Council on the 5th April 1870, Sir Henry
Durand stated the case well when he said, ¢thatas
apure necessity he supported the measure,” and that
“considering the circumstances and difficulties which
surround the Financial Member in this instance, and
also bearing in mind how very moderate is the amount
which he calculates on as a surplus, how he has limited
the taxation which he imposes, which is barely enough
to cover the deficit, the anxiety which he has evinced
not to impose more than what is absolutely necessary
is beyond dispute.”

11. A high Income Tax in time of peace is, under or-
dinary circumstances, undesirable. It is a resource which
should he kept in reserve, to be used only in periods of
political or fiscal emergency. Act XVI of 1870 will
cease to be in force on the 31st of March, and unless
some unforescen emergeney oceurs it is not the intention
of the Government of India to renew, next year, the

11

present rate of Income Tax. Measures for providing

otherwise the needful ways nnd means for the service of

the State are under id and will be

cated to the public as soon as they are sufliciently
matured.

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of
India, Financial Department.

Caleutta, 14th Seplember 1870.

I have the honor to acknowlege receipt of your letter
No. 8268 of the 3rd instant, replying to this Chamber’s
communication of 10th ultimo, and intimating that the
Government do not feel justitied in complying with the
request therein submitted for a reduction of the Income
Tax from the st October next, but stating that the tax
will not, at the close of the current year, he rencwed
on its present scale, unless on the occurrence of some
unforeseen emergency.

The Committee of this Chamber have learned with much
regret this refusal of Government to comply with a prayer
which they thought reasonable at the time it was pre-
ferred, and which seems still more entitled to favorable
consideration when viewed in the light of the final financial
figures of the year 1869-70, which accompaniod your
letter, and have since been made public.

These figures show not only that the year 1869-70 re-
sults more favorably by nearly three quarters of a million
than was anticipated in the Regular Estimate, but also

e T
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that it closes with an actual surplus of revenuc over ex-
penditure of £60,872. It is, morcover, observed that
the vevenue for 1870-71 is under-cstimated to the extent
of nearly a million sterling as compared with the
approximate actuals far 1869-70 ; while, as pointed out
in the Chamber’s former communication on this subject,
there is every reason to believe that the receipts from
certain sources during the current financial year will
De laxgely in excess of those realised in the one imme-
diately preceding.

There is little in yowr communication now under ac-
knowledgment serving to enlighten the Committee as to
the grounds on which Government have come to the
adverse decision thercin notified ; and perbaps more de-
finite information is nob to be expected at this stage
of the current financial year : but as the hulk of your
letter is devoted to the removal of a misapprehension
which is presumed to exist, the Commitbee trust they
may be permitted to offer a fow remarks thereon,

T am dirccted to observe that in framing their com-
munication of 10th ultimo, the Committee of this
Chamber labored . under no misapprehension as to the
connection of one financial year with another,—such as
is assumed. The Committee ave and were perfectly
aware that in a bool-keeping sense two successive
budget statements are altegether distinet and separate,
0 balances being brought forward from one to the other,
The Committee are, however, of the opinion that in
other respeets, and espeeially for budget purposes, two
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following financial years arc intimately and closcly con-
neeted,—-the onc indeed forming the principal basis upon
which the estimates of the other are framed, and, with
all deference, they submit that in your letter now under
reply the closeness of this relation is greatly and some-
what unfairly wnderstated. In support of this view
the Committee need not go further than the financial
statement of Sir Richard Temple delivered in April
Jast, from which it is abundantly manifest that in fram-
ing the estimates for 1870-71 the How'ble Gentleman
had chiefly in view the resuls of the various heads of
revenue and expenditure in 186970, - the fuct that for
this purpose he was in possession of 11 months figures
having been justly remarked upon as a source of much
satisfaction,

Unless, indeed, a Finance Minister is to frame his
estimates of revenue altogether at random, it is very
evident that the incomings of previous years must be
his basis, and, assuming the one Jast closed to have boen
not otherwise than normal, its figures will nabwally be
deemed most reliable, and by them he will be chicfly
guided,

No one can read with attention and impmtiz\]ity the
statement of the Finance Minister in Apnil last, and the
remarks from various other members of Governmens
by which it was followed, without feeling that the ap-
prehended deficit of 1869-70 led to the inclusion of o 3%
per cent. Income Tax in the cstimates of 187071, as
is indeed proved by the very words then used by Sir
Richard Temple, as follows :— ¢ Considering the wetual
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deficits which have occwrred in past years and the cir-
cumstances that the year just over is expedted to close witl
a substantial deficit, instead of the equilibrivan that was
capected, and Uhis too despite all the exertions that 'have
been put forth, we regard it as essential to the due admvinis-
tration of the finances and to the mainlwining of the
Jinancial credit of the country that further cxertions
should be made.” The Committee are therefore much
ab a loss to understand how it is mow stated vhal the
anticipated deficit of last year had no direct connection
with the cstimates for the ome now current. In the
opinion of the Committee the connection between the
two is direct and close, nearly akin to cause and effect ;
and it seems neither illogical mor unmatural that the
public who were explicitly told in April last that anti-
cipated deficib necessitated new burdens should look for
relief now that deficit has proved a surplus.

Paragraph 3 of your letteris so obscurely worded that
the Committee have been somewhat at a loss to interpret
its real significance. Its chief object is apparently to
point out that the Chamber has not ventured to pub
forward any argument to the effect that in the event
of a surplus—of say £500,000—at the end of one year
taxation should be sufficiently remitted to produce a
deficit of a similar amount the next year. The Com-
mittee are glad they have been spared the imputation
on tlicir common sense which such an interpretation
of any portion of their communication would have
implied ; but they can point to instances whore finan-
ciers of rccognised ability and political cconomists of
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the greatest reputation have not deemed it inexpedient,
when a surplus has been obtained, and tafation bears
heavily upon the people, to remit so much of it as will
guard against & similar occurrence in the succeeding
year; and the Commitbee confess thoy see nothing
unsound in such a course.

There are various other points in your communication
which afford ground for discussion ; but the Committee
haveno wish to trouble Government with unnecessary
correspondence and therefore forbear. They have, as
already  said, received with much disappointment
the' failure of the representation they deemed it their
duty to make, and they decply regret the cxpressed
determination of Goverhment to carry on the serviee of
the cwrrent year with what has been lately termed « the
perilous assistance of a war tax in time of peace,”

Lrrom Government of India, Financial Depart-

ment, to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Stmla, 4th October 1870.
Tam directed by His Excellency the Right, Hon’ble
the Viceroy and Governor-General in  Council to ac-

knowledge the receipt of your lebler dated 14th Sep-
tember 1870,

Appeals against Assessment for Income Tax.
The Committee having received several repre-
sentations {rom members of the mercantile com-
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munity with reference to the mode which partics
appealing” against the Collector’s assessment for
income tax were compelled to adopt, and being
of opinion that there were good grounds for sub-
mitting the matter for the consideration of Go-
vernment, addressed the Commissioner of Revenue
on the subject.

They drew that officer’s attention to the provi-
sions of Section 27 of the Income Tax Act which
required that every petition against the Collec-
tor's assessment should be accompanied by a copy
of the petition, of the Collector’s orders thereon,
and all other docwments, if any, connceted with
the case : and that the remonstrances received
by the Committee had special reference to the
last requirement, all the more that the Collector
absolutely refused to guarantee that the docu-
ments would be seen by himself only, or by the
Judge of Appeal, or other vesponsible officer.
Objections had been strongly—and, as the
Comnmittee believed, fuirly—raised against the
publicity to which a merchant’s transactions might
be exposed, snd the freedom with which they
might be discussed among the employés of the
departments through which the documents con-
nected with his appeal might be required  to
pass 5 the Committce therefore referred to the
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Commissioner on this point, reminding him of
the practice in this respect under the old Act
—32 of 1860—which they belicved was found
to work well in the interests alike of the
State and of the tax paying community, and
requesting the adoption of a procedure which was
free from the objections now raised. Section 56
of the old Act provided that “if; on the duy ap-
pointed, the person shall appear, he shail be heard
before the Collector or Commissioners, sitting with
closed doors, and the Assessor shall also, if re-
quived, attend. The Collector or Commissioners.
shall hear the statement of the person and may
inspect any books or papers which he shall vovux-
TARILY TENDER, 07 question any wilness whom he
shall produce, but they shall not require the person
chargeable to produce any books or proofs besides
those which he may choose o tender.”

It will be seen from the above how materially
the two acts differed in this essential respect ; and
the Committee had no hesitation in wging the
adoption of a more liberal and conciliatory course,
and the expediency of dispensing with the neces-
sity of appellants parting with copies of balance
sheets and other confidential and private docu-
ments.

The result of the Committee’s reference was
¢
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satisfactory, as the Commissioner, pending  the
orders of the Board of Revenue, who subsequent-
ly confirmed his action, waived the obnoxious
provision by not insisting on the necessity of all
documents being produced except on the day of
lhearing.

Trom Offficiating C i5si of Revenue, Presi-

dency Division, to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutia, 9th July 1870,

In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, I request
that you will inform the Chamber of Commerce that a
reference has been made by the Board of Revenue to Go-
vernment on the subject of your letter of the 23vd ultimo.
In the meantime, until orders are received, I am prepared
o waive the provisions of Section 27, so far as not to
insist on the necessity of all documents produced in proof
Tefore the Collector accompanying the petition of appeal.
Alisb of the documents must be presented with the
petition, the documents themselves being brought on the
day of hearing.

Lztract from para. 2 of Board’s order, No. 288B.,
dated 26h July 1870.

Para. 2.—You will, however, observe from the accom-

panying copy of Government Order No. 2786 of the 12th

instant, that Government has approved of the Board’s
suggestions relative to the procedure to be adopted in
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reference to production of documents and papers either
before the Collector, orin appeal, by persons objecting to
the assessments made under the Income Tax Act.

PRrESIDENCY DIvVISION,
Caleutta, the 3rd August 1870.

Memo. No. 22.

TForwarded to the Secretary to the Chamber of Com-
merce for informati The procedur tioned by
Government is that indicated in Mr. Commissioner

Cockerell’s letter No. 17, dated 9th July.

C. H. CAMPBELL,

Cormmvissioner.

Port Improvement Trust.

The following letter contains the final represen-
tations of the Committee on the Bill for this im-
portant measure :—

Trom Chamber of Commerce to Secy. to Goul.
of Bengal, Legislative Department.

Calcutta, 9th May 1870.

Before the “ Bill to appoint Commissioners for making
improvements in the Port of Caleutta” comes under final
consideration in the Legislative Cotneil of the Licutenant
Governor, the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
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request you will have the goodness to place before His
Tonor the following remarks on some of its provisions :—

Section VII, docs not declare the amount of debt to be
faken over by the Commissioners ; it would have been
satisfactory if the several items that are to constitute
that debt had been specified, in order that the exact
nature and extent of the Commissioners’ financial position
should be clearly understood.

In this respeet the Committee would again urge the
point already submitted in their letter of 5th Angust last,
viz., © that the new Trust should start clear of all Jiabili-
ties except the expenditure incwrred upon those works
which are now in course of construction, and which were
sanctioned as a measure of partial relief to the trade of
the port in anticipation of the more comprehensive opera~
tions likely to be undertaken by the Trust, and that
beyond these charges there should be no retrospective lia-
bilities.”

Section VIIT. In the absence of the details of Sche-
dule B. the rate of interest is the only point in this
section on which the Commibtee can give a definite
opinion, and with this rate they arve entively satistied.
As to the re-payment of principal, the Committee were
originally of opinion that it would not be expedient to fix
any period for such purpose, but on re-consideration they
are disposed to modify the view then taken and agree
that it will he as well to provide for the re-payment,
within a certain limit of time : and the Committee would
further be disposed to view with satisfaction a clause
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giving definiby to the dates ab whieh within the pro-
posed period of 30 years the various instalments are
to be paid.

Section XTIL cmpowers the Licutenant-Governor to
direet, by an order, under his hand, the removal of a
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Commissioner, whose func-
tions would thercupon cease,

This provision appears ab first sight somewhat arbitary
and uncalled for, and unless absolute necessity renders
it essential that the Licutenant-Governor should possess
the power conferred by the section the Commitiee hope
it may be omitted,

The Cowmittee think that the wording of Section
XXIX. is a little doubtful, but they agree to it if their
interpretation is correct that the salavied officer as the
working man of the Trust is to have power of himself
todo all except what could only be doue by the Board
of Commissioners in meeting assembled.

Under Scction XXXIV, the Commissioners ave unable
to contract for or exceute any new work, the cost of which
shall* exceed 2,000 Rupees without the sanction of the
Licutenant-Governor.

“This appears to confer upon the Commissioners a very
limited disbursing authority, and the restriction might
be attended with material i nience by the possible
absence of the Licutcnant-Governor at a time when a

work of special urgency and largely cxceeding the limit
was imperatively necessary. :
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Scetion LXIX, The Committee are of opinion that
the release of goods on the production of a document
purporting to be a receipt for the amount of a formally
declared lien or the release of freight is an insufficient
protection of the interests of those who give notice of
such lien, and that it should be the duty of the Com-
missioners not ouly to use reasonable eare in respect of
the authenticity of such doecument, but to establish that
authenticity beyond all doubt. The responsibility of
the Commissioners should not cease until the lien had
been removed by unquestionable proof, and mot merely

o

on the production of a d t which, notwithsta z
reasonable care taken to ascertain its validity, may tun
out to be a frandulent v b The C: it

understand that the responsibility of the Dock Companies
in England is unlimited and absolute in the above
respect.

Section LXX. The Committee think that the twe
months allowed for recovery of all dues and claims should
be extended to three ; there is no pressing meed for the
shorter limit, and as it would barely admit of a possibly
necessary reference in some instances to parties in Europe
or ab a distance clsewhere the time may be fairly
extended.

In the Bill as finally passed, some of {hese
suggestions have been acceded to, and the Com-
mittee congratulate the Chamber that a Trust,
the formation of which they have so long advo-
cated, and which they believe will prove of in-
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caleulable advantage and benefit to the trade of
Calcutla, is mow actually in existence, and Tas
commenced operations.

The New Jetties.

Some correspondence passed belween the Go-
vernment of Bengal and the Committee as to the
strict. definition of the limits of the Cusbom
House arising out of a case for damage to iron
landed at one of the new Jetties which was tried in
the Small Cause Court in May last, and the deci-
sion in which seemed unduly to prolong the res-
ponsibility of the ship in the matter of cargo
delivered. The Government of Bengal did not
however deem it necessary to make any special
declaration as, since the above case was tried, the
Port Improvement Bill has passed into law, and
seems to meet the difficulty by the Sections
under which the Commissioners are required to give
receipts when such are demanded for all cargo
delivered to them at Jelties or other places which
have been declared landing places under the A ct,
and at which they are bound to set apart suffi-
cient accommodation for the operations of the
Custom House officers.
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Trom Chamber of Commerce lo Govt. of Bengal.

Calcutta, 19th May 1870.

The attention of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
has no doubt been drawn to tho judgment of the learned
Tirst Judge of the Small Cause Cowrt delivered to-
wards the end of last month in a suit instibuted
Dby certain importers against the master of a fahi}) for

" damages avising out of wrongful and negligent delivery.
The suit was dismissed, and as the judgment dwells
ab considerable length on the difficulty which atose in
the use of the term “ Custom House” whereas the goods
in question had been landed on one of the new jettics,
and on the consequent incompleteness of the notifica-
tion by the Government of Bengal of 27th October
1869 ﬂ\nsln\!clx as the new jetties were not declared
as being within the limits of or as part of the premises
of the Custom House, I am desired to submit the matter
for such action as the Licutenant-Governor may con-
sider expedient under the circumstances.

It cannot be doubted that shipmasters will hesitate
to resorl to the jettics if they are deprived of the pro-
teetion which they could claim and exposed to the con=
tinuance of a vesponsibility which they believe termi-
nated on delivery of cargo on an authorised landing place.

Tor convenience of reference I forward a printed copy
of the judgment taken from the Daily Euaminer of
the 16th instant.
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From Govl. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Caloulta, 22nd June 1870.

In reply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, forward-
ing copy of a judgment of the Tirst Judge of the Small
Cause Court in a suit instituted by certain importers
against the master of a ship for damages arising out
of wrongful and negligent delivery and representing the
inconveniences to which the masters of ships may be
exposed in consequence of the undefined relation in which
the new jetties stood to the Custom House ab Calcutta,
T am directed to point out that the requirements of
.the case are now believed to he sufficiently met by the
provisions of the Port Bill, which was recently passed
in the Bengal Legislative Couneil,

LFrom Chamber of Commerce to Gout. of Bengal.

Caleuttu, Tth July 1870.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the reeeipt of your reply to their refer-
ence of the 19th May regarding the new Jelties and the
Custom House, and to request you will do them the
favor of pointing out the sections of the Port Improve-
meut Bill, which provide that the jetties are considered
as within the limits of the Custom House.

Section 58 declares that the Commissioners shall seb
apart any jetty or portion thereof for the use of ghe
officers of Customs, when the Licutenant-Governor shall
appoint sueh place for the landing of goods, but until such

D
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appointment has heen made the difficulty that at present
attends the undefined relation of the jetties to the Cus-
tom House will not he removed.

From  Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta, 13th July 1870.

I am direcied to acknowledge the receipt of your
Ietter of the 7th instant requesting that the scetions of
the Port Improvement Bill, which provide that the
jetties should be considered as within the limits of the
Custom House should be pointed out.

Tn reply I am tostaie that no such section or sections

ave contained in the Bill, nor does it scem necessary to
His Honor that such provision should be made.

Section 58 of the Bill, as observed by the Chamber,
provides that any whaif or jetty may be declared a wharf
within the meaning of the Act, and that any portion of
such wharf may be set aside for the use of the officer of
Customs ; Seetion 60 provides that the Commissioners shall
Jeep and maintain sufficient servanis and apparatus for
the convenient and expeditious landing and shipment of
all goods, which, with eertain provisions, they are under
that scetion hound to land; while by Section 61 a
reecipt for goods landed, if demanded, must be given,
and after this all vesponsibility rests with the Com-
missioners,

Tt was with reference to these provisions that in my
No. 2462, dated 22ud ultimo, T was dirceted to point out
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that the inconveniences to masters of ships  which
were anticipated in your letter of the 19th .Mw, in con-
sequence of the judgment of the Fivsi, Judge of the Small
Cause Court, in the case of Anstruther and Co. versus
Captain Spoor, were believed to he sufficiently guarded

against in the proposed Port Bill.

From Chamber of Commerce to Gout. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 21st July 1870.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commarce direct
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2793 of
the 13th instant.

The provisions of the sections of the Port Improve-
ment Bill are, no doubt, precisely as you state them ;
and the Commitlee’s interpretation of them is identical
with that which you express.

The point however of their representation is not that
those provisions will De insuflicient for the purposes in-
tended—indeed the Committee are of opinion that they
will be found amply sufficient—Dbut that they are, and
will yemain, inoperative until effccl be given t6 thom—
1st, by the Bill as setbled by the Legislative Council of
the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal receiving the assent
of the Governor General in Council, and 2ndly, by the
subsequent exercise of the Lieutenant-Governor's autho-
rity to appoint and scbapart any particular place for the
use of the oflicers of Customs.

T is clear, therefore, that while these prospective
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measures_are in abeyance, the interests that may be
affected by circumstances similar to those in the case
decided by the First Judge of the Small Cause Court
will remain unprotected.

As an illustration of the inconvenie ttending the
present undecided and uncertain state of relations be-
tween the jetties and the Custom House, I am to submit
the recent case of the steamer ¢ Olinda,” whose cargo
of iron was not permitted by the Collector to e landed
at a jetty, the Collector’s refusal being based—as the
Committee understand—on the uncertainty of his res-
ponsibility in the matter.

This is one of the many instances which might be
cited of the practical insufficiency of the existing defee-
tive system and the necessity for its prompt removal.

All that the Chamber respectfully call for is that the
Bill be passed, and that the limits of the Custom House
be authoritatively defined.

‘Working Efours for Landing and Shipping Cargo.

Under a Notification of the Collector of Cus-
toms regulaling the receiving, landing and ship-
ping of goods from boats and inland country
vessels, and assigning certain limits on the river
bank for such purposes, the hours within which
such work was permitted were fixed at from §
A. M. 0 6 2.3 but these were considered too short,

|
{
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as boats were frequently prevented from load-
ing or discharging, and consequently detained
to the disadvantage and inconvenience of the
owners of boats and cargo. The Committee there-
fore applied for an extension of those working
hours, and the Collector promptly complied with
the request by altering the time so as to allow
12 hours for work, wiz, from 6 A. . to 6 ». 2L
In making this concession the Colleétor expressed
his desire to work the country Dhoat scheme in
such a manner as to meet the convenience of the
trade of the port and to afford it every facility.

Proposed System of Street Tramways.

In June last the Committee were invited by
His Honor the Licutenant-Glovernor to consider
the subject of a proposed system of street tram-
ways for the town of Caleutta, and to express
their opinion of the scheme submitted to the
Government of Bengal by Mr. Franklin Pres-
tage, Agent for the Tastern Bengal Railway.

The Committee cntered into a discussion of
this question with much satisfaction, feeling con-
fident that the introduction of a well organised
system of tramways would be attended with
material advantages; and, after an interview
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with Mr. Prestage, who carclully explained the
general bearing of the proposed measure upon
the passenger and merchandise traflic of the city,
they reported their concurrence in the views sub-
mitted by him to Government, with the exception
of a partial change in the dircction of one or two

of the proposed lines. The Committee were of

opinion that the scheme was well designed to
provide greatly improved means for facilitating
the transport of passengers, merchandise, and
general traffic, and largely promote the conve-
nience and comfort of the public, and confer very
appreciable advantages on the commercial opera-
tions of the Port.

From Govt. of Bengal, P. V. Dept., Railweay
Branch, to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, 2nd June 1870.

I am instructed to forward, for the information of the

Totter No. 531R, dated 20th March
1870, from Scerctary to Government
of Tndia, in the Public Works Depart.
ment.

Tetter dated 27th May 1870, from
T, Prostage, Iisq

Note by the Consulting Tngincer
o the Govermment for Railways,
dated 29th May 1870,

Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce, the papers noted
on the margin, on the
subject of a proposed sys-
tem of street tramways
{for the town of Caleutta,

and to request that the Chamber will favor the Lieute-
nant-Governor with their views on the proposed scheme.
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: From Government of India, P. . Dept., to Govern-
ment of Bengal, P. W. Dept., Railway Branch.

Caleulte, 29th March 1870.

In my letter No. 979R, of the 22nd July 1869, ~were
! explained at some length the reasons by which the Go-
¢ vernment of India were led to the conclusion thercin
communicated, not to permit the immediate execeution of
the proposed Branch from the Eastern Bengal Railway
to the river bauk at Chitpoor.

2. The chicf reasons were—

(1)—The want of data establishing the necessity
for the branch, or the inadequacy of the existing
accommodation, provided the Municipal line be
worked by the Company under proper arrange-
ments.

f (2)—The doubt whether, when the Port Tmprove-
{ menb Trust is re-constituted, it might not be found
practicable to carry a line of rails down from
’ Chitpoor along the river bank, and establish ware-
,’ houses there, and so to a great extent, if not
| entirely, obviate any necessity for a Railway goods
yard for this Company on the river bank.
(3).—The undecided state of the Hooghly Bridge
question, and the consequent difticulty of adopt-
ing any conclusion as to the best position for a
goods station for the Bastern Bengal Railway, if
; it e in fact needed on the river hank.
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8. The Hooghly Bridge question having been decided
in favor of a floating bridgenot far from Avrmenian Ghat,
to be made by Government, the Port Tmprovement Trust
Deing about to be re-constituted, and M. Prestage, the
Agent of the Kastern Bengal Railway Company, for
whose return the Licutenant-Governor desired to wait,
vide your letter No. 20G, dated 5th January 1870,
laving returned, the time is opportune for the re-consi-
deration of the relative bearing of the requirements of
the Lastern Bengal Railway Company in the matter of
river bank accommodation for their goods traflic, and the
requirements of the port, city and suburbs of Caleubta
for improved means of transport for goods and passen-
gers, and the best way of mecting these several objects.

4. It will be in the Lieutenant-Governor's recollec-
tion that, in my letter No. 491R of the 25th April
1868, it was suggested that lines of rails might e laid
along the river bank on the level of the ground to con-
neet the stations at Scaldah and Chitpoor with depots
in the neighbourhood of private warehouses, whence
wagons could, on application, be sent to the points
where the owners ov agents desired to load them with
goods, the whole to be managed by the Port Trust as
part of the landing and shipping arrangements. It is
observed that in the Bill introduced into His IHonor’s
Couneil to provide facilities for the landing and shipment
of goods in the Port of Caleutla, it is proposed that the
works to be constructed and carried out may include
tramways warchouses, sheds, engines and obher appli-
ances for the conveying, receiving and storing of goods
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and merchandize Janded, or to be shipped. On this

+ Bill becoming law  the power will exist for giving effect

to the foregoing scheme so far as it may now commend
itself.

5. Since those proposals were made, the Government
have taken over the Mutlah Railway, and in its stock,
buildings and appliances, have al, their disposal the
means of greatly facilitating the carrying out of a scheme
not merely of river bauk lines, bub of suburban and
sbreet Jines within and around the city. With such a
comprchensive scheme as is here indicated, the Munici-
pal line might be incorporated, and there can be little
doubt that, while such a combination of interests would
resulé in greab cconomy in working, it would afford all
requisibe accommodation to the frafic of the Fastern
Bengal Railway, and, in conferring inestimable advan-
tages on the commerce of the Port, add cnovmously to
the comfort and convenicnee of the ‘inhabitants, not
merely of the city, but of the densely peopled subuvbs.

6. The Governor-Genéral in Couneil is of opinion
that the time has come for the preparation of some
aonoral scheme for providing such further facilities as
wmay ke possible for the transport of merchandize
{from various parts of the river frontage within the Tort
limits to the Custom House, private warchouses, the
canal banks and to the Railway Stations, not confined,
however, to the central and most populous parts of the
city, but cmbracing the Municipal Railway on the one
gide, and extending to Kidderpoor and Garden Reach on
the other side, it being considered how far the move dis-

&
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tant traflic may be accommodated by adopling the Mutlah
TRailway as a base from which lines of rail would pass
through the southern and south=castern subwbs, and,
although the transporb of goods is the chief point to be
provided for, without neglecting the interests of the
passenger traffic,

7. Any such scheme could no doubt only be carried
out gradually, and to admit of useful progress at an carly
date, cconomy must be studied to the utmost. Any
system of high-level lines should therefore be regarded as
out of the question, and no large passenger or goods sta-
tions within the own can be thought of. Tt must be as-
sumed that any lines of tram or street railway must he
on the strcet level to be worked at slow speed, so as to
keep the vehicles properly under control.  To attain this
end, it may be thought desivable on some of the lines to
haul by animal power only during the day time, restrict-
ing the use of locomotives to the hours of night, or to
particular lines where such means of traction may be un-
objectionable in the day time. The practicability of car-
rying out such strect Railways has now been established by
the experience of many of the largest cities in Ameriea
and in Burope, and is at length  generally recognized in
England.  No costly buildings or works could be under-
taken, and all that should be aimed ab would be to give
the greatest facilibios for internal transport compatible
with simple and comparatively inexpensive lines of rail-
way. These, no doubt, will nobsupply at first all the
conveniences which may be wished for, but they will prove
of great value and promote cconomy in many essential
operations of the commerce of the Port, With these
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remarks the Governor-General in Council invites His
Honor’s carly consideration of these imporlant ques-
tions.

8. In conclusion I am to add that it is the desire of
the Government of India, that the taking up of such an
enquiry, as is indieated in this despateh, should not be
permitted to stand in the way of providing, as soon as is
practicable, any really necessary conveniences for the
Lastern Bengal Railway in conmexion with the goods
trafiic from and to Scaldah. The Governor-General in
Couneil is still disposed to consider that more might be
done to ulilize the canal as a means of giving access
from Sealdah to the Hooghly, and trusts that in any
investigation into the requirements of this Railway this
mabter may receive carcful atiention.

Trom Franklin Prestage, Bsq. lo Government of
Bengal, P. W. D., Railway Branch.

Caleutta, 27th May 1870,

I have the honor to acknowledge: receipt of your fur-
ther communication No. 9070, with enclosure, and in
compliance with the request conveyed therein to submit
a preliminary report on the subject of Railway commu-
nication within the City and Port limits.

2. Havingregard to the views expressed generally, and
more parbiculauly in pavas: 6 and 7 of letber No. 531R,
from the Deputy Scerctary to the Government of
India, . W. D ;and the conclusions come to at the
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various conferences T have had with you on this subjeet,
T am of opinion the intentions of Government will Ahc
best carried out, and the interest of the public in gencral
Test served, by constructing the various Street Railways
or Tramways shewn in Red on the accompanying skoteh
Map, and which I now enumerate in what appears to me
their order of importanee.

3. No. 1is a Tramway proposed to be laid {rom the
West Banks of the Cireular Canal near the Balliaghatta
Bridge, down the Balliaghatta Road, across the Cireular
Toad, down DBoitakhana, Bow-Bazar, Lall Bazar, along
the North side of Dalhousie Square, through the Custom
House yard, after which it would bifurcate South and
North into Tramways proposed to be Jaid along the
Strand Bank. I would propose to call this the Bow-
Bazar Tramway, and it would be connceted with the
Calcutta and Canning * State,” and the Bastern Bengal
Railways ab Sealdah,

4. No. 2 Tramway I would propose should branch
out of No. T near the point where the latter crosses the
Circukuw Road, and run North along that Road as far as
Beadon Street, down wwhich and Nimtollah Strect
it should be carried and joined to the North Strand
Bank Tramway by branches ranning North and South.—
This T would propose to call the Beadon Street Tram-
way.

5. No. 3,0r the Strand Bank Tramway, should I
hink start from the foot of the Noxth approach to Kid-
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derpore Bridge, vun along the Road on the North Bank
of Tolly’s Nullah (to the South of Hastings) on to the
Strand by the Commissariat Stoves, and be continued by
Fort Point and Chandpaul Ghaut, to the Strand Road by
the sheds of the new Jebties, and along the River Bank
by Champatoolah Ghaut and Baug Bazar to the South
approach of Chitpore Bridge. I would propose to call
all that portion of this Tramway, running North from
the point ab which it is joined by the Bow-Bazar Tram-
way (the Custom Iousc) the North Strand Tramway.—
AlL that portion running South from the Custom House
Twould call the South Strand Tramway.—From this
Iabber, a branch cowld be caried into the Fort by the
Cooley Bazar Gate.—Branches could also be carried into
the Commissariat Godowns.

6. No. 4 Tramway I would propese should be con-
nected with the Bow-Bazar Tramway at the North-Bast
corner of Dalbousic Square, and be laid along Govern-
ment Place across the Maidan by the Road leading to
Park Street, from which point it would be carried along
the Chowringlice Road to the end of Circular Road.—
This I would eall the Bhowanipore Tramway.

7. Tramways could, 1 think, with great advantage to
the public also be constructed in the undermentioned
dircctions, shewn in dotted Red on the accompanying
Map, but having regard to the opinion expressed in the
7th pava : of Government of India’s Ietter No. 531R,
wherein it is said “any such scheme could no doubt
“only be carried out gradually, and to admit of usclul
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“‘progress ab an carly date, cconomy must be studied to
“the utmost.” I now simply indicate their proposed diree-
tion as making (I hope it will be thought) the scheme
more complete.

8. The First T would thus allude to is a continuation
of the Tramway running Norvth from Sealdah along the
Cireular Road from Beadon Street to join the North
Strand Tramway ab the foot of the Chitpore Bridge.—
This T would call the North Circular Road Tramway.

Second.—A Tramway running South from Sealdah
along the Circular Road and continued by Lower Cireu-
lar Road to the South end of the Chowringhee Road,
where it would form a Junction with the Bhowanipore
Tramway, from which it would be continued further
down the Lower Circular Road, passing the foot of the
North approach to the Alipore Bridge, and be carried on
and joined with the South Strand Tramway at the foob
of Kidderpore Bridge.—This I would call the South Civ-
cular Road Tramway.

Third~A Tramway branching out of the South Cir-
cular Road Tramway ab the top of Dhurrumtollah
Street, running down that Sireet and Bsplanade Row,
forming a Junction with the Bhowanipore Tramway af
the South end of Government Place.—~This I would call
the Dhurramtollah Tramway.

Fourth.—A short Branch between the proposed Dhur-
rumtollah Tramway near the Dhurrumtollah Market,
along Chowringhee until it formed a Junction with the
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Bhowanipore 4Trmnway ab the foot of Park Strect—
This I would call the Bentinck Streot Branch,

Pifth—~T would propose a Branch from the Bhowani-
pore Tramway at the foot of Park Street, along that
Street and by Rawdon Strect to a Junction with the
proposed South Cirenlar Road Tramway at the Bally-
gunge Road—This I would eall the I’rallyglm:gc
Tramway.

9. Apart from the foregoing, numerons Branch Tram-
ways would no doubt be forthwith laid down by various
Publiz and Private Bstablishments, such as lines conneet-
ing the Sirand Bank Tramways with the various sheds
in the Custom House, the Bonded Warehouse, and the
principal Merchandize Warchouses in the City.

10. T advocate the construction of the Bow-Bazar
Tramway as affording & means of conveying Passengers
of all classes from the Canning, and the Eastern Bengal
Railways to Dalhousie Square and the River Bank :nd
vice versé more expeditionsly and ab less cost than ab
present, also to accommodate the heavy local Passenger
traflic flowing cach way in the divection of this proposed
Tramway ; by it also great accommodation would ho
given to the Railways for collecting and distributing
Parcels and the higher classes of Goods ; it would also
afford considerable accommodation to such portion of the
heavy sraftic as now exists hebween the Cireular Canal
Banks to the North and South of Baliaghatta Bridge,
and the heart of the City i—Dbut as I shall hereafter
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explain T would reserve this Tramway as much a3 pos-
sible for Passengor traflic.

11. The Beddon Street Tramway should I think be
constructed mainly for the purpose of giving the Railways
extended communication for Goods traflic bebween Sealdal
and the marts and Godowns ab and near Haui Kola,
also to give access to the whole face of the River Bank;
and ultimately I presume by a Bridge over the Hooghly
to conneet bhe Bast Tndia Railway and the Railways on
this side. This Tramway would als
dation to the heaviest portion of the heavy trafiic hefore
alluded to, as existing between the Canal Banks
North and South of the Baliaghatéa Dridge on the Cir-
eular Canal, and the principal Grain Godowns in the
neighbourhood of Haut Kola. Iivery endeavour should
T think be made to restrict to this line the heavy Goods
Traffic that will flow from the River Bank and the
Northern part of the town in the dircetion of Sealdah,
and wice vorsd.

afford accommo-

12, The North and South Strand Tramway, as well
as the two first alluded to, should I think be consbructed
for the purposes prominently pointed out in para: 6 of
the Government of India’s letber, viz. «for the tra
«of Merchandize from various parts of the Rive:
«tage within the Port limits to the Custom House,” &e.,
&e,—and {urther as a means of accommodating the
heavy Passenger trafiic flowing principally to and from
the extreme ends of these Tramways, to the busy parts
of the City.
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13, The Bhowanipore Tramway should I think be
constructed mainly with a view to accommodate the
very considerable Passengor traflic existing between the

heart of the City, and the South-East  Suburbs of
Calcutta,

Lh  The five other projected lines, the divection of
which has been indicated, Lut not recommended for
immediate construction, would of course aflord increase
accommodation for Goods and Passengers, and tend very
much to benefit the Railways, they would also, I should
think, be particularly useful to the Municipality for con-
servaney purposes.

15. The question of gauge is of such importance that
I think I cannot at this early stage do bebler than sibmit
the following remarks for consideration,

16. There are some reasons why it would be to the
advantage of the Railways thab the present  Indian
gauge of 5 6 should be that of the Strect Railways, in
so far that it would enable them o cirveulate their Main
line Rolling stock throughout the Main thoroughfares,
It may also be thought that as the Municipality has Taid
down some length of lino on a portion of the Cireular
Road, also of the Indian gauge, it would bhe to its
advantage to continue the same gauge, but for the fullow-
ing reasons I am of opinion that to meither inferests
would it be so, further than that Rails of this gauge
should I think be laid from the Eastern Bengal Railway

bl
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Junction with the Beadon Street Tramway, and along
that Tramway and the Strand Banlk to the extent shewn
in blue on the accompanying map.

17. There can I think be no difference of opinion, but
that the gange that will admit of Lines being laid into,
or alonggide the greatest number of Produce and Mer-
chandize depéts, will give the Railways and all concern-
ed the greatest facilities for the transport of Goods.

18. The gauge that will also admit of the maximum
g load being carvied with the minimum of dead
ht moved at low speeds, whether Goods or Passen-
gors, will also I think be adiitted to be the best.  The
same conditions apply equally to the transport of Mer-
chandize to and from the River Bank and Merchandize
warchouses, and between such establishments as the
Custom House, Bonded Warchouse, and the numerous
private warchouses, and I presume they would also
allow of the Municipality ufilizing such Jines for con-
servancy purposes to the utmost, and at the least cost.

19. To comply with these conditions it is, I think,
absolutely neeessary the gauge should be much narrower
than that of the present Railways 5 6°, and the choice
I think rests between one of 2/ 9 (half the Tndian gauge

as suggested by you) or one of 3’ 67

20. The first named has many advantages, amongst
others  economising materials and space in laying in
Turnouts, of which a large number will have to be pro-
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vided, and in reducing the cost of maintenance, as
whevever rails forming the Indian gauge are laid the
third rail would be laid midway between them and
vehielas of the Indian gauge would of cowrse travel on the
two outer rails, and those of the narvow or 2 97 gauge
would travel on one of the outer and the centre rail, and
by keeping the up and down traffic on scparate outer rails
the traflic, and therefore the wear and tear would he
as equally as possible distributed over all three rails,

21 With reforence fo the position of the proposed
Tramways, where practicable, and in all wide thorough-

,faves such as in the Cireular Road and along the Strand

Bank, they should I think be laid on the side. of the
Road and as elear of it as is possible and convenient ; in
narrow  thoroughfares like Bow-Bazar, they should T
think be laid in the centre of the Road so as to divide
the up and down ordinary wheel traffic.—This latier
arrangement works very well in the crowded and narrow
thoroughfares of Liverpool.

22, I may observe that in the only crowded and com-
paratively narow thoroughfares proposed to be tra-
versed, viz, Lall Bazar and Nimtollah Street ; by covering
over the offensive side drains, the available foot and or~
dinavy carviage way would he inereased to a greater
extent than it would be diminished by the Tramways,
even assuming that the space oceupied by the Tram-
way was taken from the Road, which of course would
not be the case.

23, As to the Power proposed to he employed, as a
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yule I think Steam po;ver should be used to the greatest
extent possible for working long distances, but in many
cases, and in all short jowrncys it no doubt will be found
more convenient to use Horse, or even Hand-power.

24. Informing an opinion of the extent of obstruc-
tion to ordinary wheel tralfic the working of such a
system of Tramways may cause, it should be remem-
bered by relieving the thoroughfaves of the present un-
wicldy and slow Bullock Hackeries, we should remove
the greatest existing cause of obstruction,

25. The Government of India having recognized the

practicability and necessity of introducing a system of
Street Railways, in initiating this project it is. perhaps
needless for me to observe, as others must have noticed
who have seen the construction and orking of such
Street Railways or Tramways in Europe, that Calcutbo
from its thoroughfares heing practically level in every
divection, offers peculiar facilities both for the con-
struction and working of such Railways, and when it is
remembered Tramways are worked in Liverpool with
advantage to the general Public, and Patliamentary
powers have I helieve been obtained to lay them in
Towns with such contracted and hilly thoroughfar
Birmingham, there should, and will, I am confident, be
no difficulty in working them in this City greatly to
the advantage of the Public in general, and more parti-
cularly to those directly interested in the development
of the trade of the Port.

as
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Note by Magor . S. TAYLOR, R. E, Consulting Enginecr
to the Gowermment of Bengal, Railway Department,
on the subject of « proposed system of Strecc Tram-
ways for Culcutta.

Agrecably to the arrangement sanctioned by the Licu-
tenant-Governor, Mr. Prestage’s preliminary report on
a general scheme of tramway communication within
the city of Calcutta and extending to the port limits
in connection with the existing Railways, prepared under
instructions from the Governor-General in Council con-
veyed in Public Works Department Secretary’s letter
No. 531R, dated 29th Maxch 1870, is herewith submit-
ted for orders,

The proposed system of tramways embraces both goods
and passenger traflic, and is designed to distiibute the
former from a Railway Depbt at Sealdah divect into all
the large public and private warchouses in the vicinity
of the Strand ; and to carry the Jatter from each of
the principal suburbs, along the main thoroughfares,
into the heart of the city. When communication with
Howrah is established by a bridge over the river Hooghly,
the proposed system will equally serve the East Indian
Railway.

To carry out a scheme so comprehensive in a city so
irregularly built as Caleutta, it is obviously essential
that the tramway should be designed to traverse tho
sharpest possible curves, and that the obstruction to
the ordinary strect traffic should be reduced to a
minimum.—It is, in fact, impossible to usc ordinary
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izo  and

milway goods wagons on account ol {heir
weighb—aA break of bulk for hoth passengers
thus inevitable, if a measwre of any general
to Le atbempled, Thave decided to recommend
the mlnptmn of the narrowest possible gauge, and in
consultabion with Mr. Prestage have fixed on 2 feet 9
inches, or one-bnlf the standard milway gange, as the
o the purpose in view ; whils to mect

oods

vequivements i is proposed Lo Tay a thivd

rail on the main goods bramway, so that railway wagons
s the new tramway rolling-stock may he moved

as well
ry, inorder to place the Bastern

along it, when neee
Bengal and Caleutta 'md South-Bastern Railway
dirveeb communicabion with the river. If found feasible
thi angement ean be extended over the Hooghly
Dridge, and a through communication with the Last
Indian Railway also cficeted,

in

As the lebter of instructions under which T am acting
contemplates the incorporation of the Calenttn and
South-Bastern State Railway and the Municipal Rail-
way inbo the tramway system, it will be neeessavy to
conzider whether any ¢ on ol these bwo lines iy
practicable, and then compare the alternative schemes.

tem of
conbinu-

After careful consideration the only feasible
extension that snggests itsell to me s that o
ous line on the feet gauge round the Giveular Road
and Strand worked by stean power. By such a cir-
cuilous roule considerable gpeed would be neeessavy if
the line is to compele with ihe divech roads for passen-

A7
ger fraflie, and the disadvantages such a line must Tahowr
under, to say nothing of the expense of construction,
maintenanco, and working, ave obvions, Where the
bulle of the people are s supine, the working of such
a vailway would be aitended with great danger to life
(s indeed s found on the presont municipal line, which
can Lo only imperfeetly uiilised in consoquence) ; the
vaily could nob he Jaid flush with the voad surface, so
that level cros s to each cross voad and house

would he ne

g
y 5 stalions and sidings ab frequont
infervals would be indispensable ; and cutage to and
from the warchouses (move or less) would still bo a
necessavy clement, tending to block the most erowded
thoroughfa

worse than ever,

On the other and, the system of lramways, worked hy
horse or manual power, advoented by Mr, Prestagoe Aln]

1, is on a far more comprehier seale,

To accommodaie the passenger tiaflie, five distinet
Tines of omnibuses, letlered vespectively A, B, ¢, D, I,
would ply steadity in and out along the roads indicated
inthe aceompanying plan from the Central Dopét in
the heart of the eity to terminal depdls corresponding
with each ef the suburbs,

"o acconmodato the goods braflie, the main tramway
would start from the Railway Dopdt ab Sealdah and
Difareai
public oy privale branches in any number could be run

along the Strand ; while from this main line

into general depéts or private warchouses,
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As the first cost and also the maintenance of these
light tramways would be exceedingly moderate, the
rates and fares by public conveyances would be propor-
tionally low, and may be taken at a maximum of 1
auna per passenger per trip, or } anna per maund per trip ;-
while it would also be optional for any merchant to put
his own stock on the line and run his goods direct from
the railway into his warehouse. L

As respects construction, T am inclined to recommend
that Government should undertake to lay the main
lines and maintain them, charging a mileage rate on
all vebicles. The form of rail should doubtless bo that
recently adopted by the London Tramway Companies,
but instead of timber sleepers I should prefer the iron
sub-way invented by Mr. G. Sibley, Chief Engineer
of the Last Indian Railway; the cost could hardly
exceed £2,000 per mile, which, for 22 miles of tramway,
amounts to £44,000.

For working the tramways, I should propose to rely
wholly on private enterprise, as this system is found to
answer well in France, and would save many complica-
tions. The general control, supervision, and mainte-
nance of the tramways might be vested in the Consult-
ing Tngineer’s Department, and the Municipal authori-
ties would regulate the traffic and remunerate themselves
by alicense tax on vehicles, As it may at first sight
appear impracticable on a single line to regulate the
movement of a number of vehicles working independent-
Ty, it will be as well to point out that 1 have purposely
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feept cach passenger line distinet, insfead of adopting
the system sketehed out by Mr. Prestage in its integrity
in order that a soparate Company may be organised for
cach, while on the goods line the three rails will
admit of a turn-out (as deseribed by Mr. Prestage) at
every 50 yards, where the goods lorries can cross.

The 2 feet 9 inchos gauge will admit of a passenger
omnibus, 25 fect long by 6 feet wide, to accommodate
say 6 first class and 20 second class passengers, and the
goods lorries, which should, I think, be also run. singly
or in pairs, but not in longer trains, may have a floor area,
of about 7 feet x 5 feet, to carry say 2 tons both pas-
senger and goods vehicles being fitted with radial axles
on the latest improved principles, to enable them to
traverse the curves. .

The fact that the city of Caleutta is practically level,
and therefore offers unusual facilitics for the construc
tion of tramways, is sirongly wged by Mr. Prestage,
and there can, I submit, be little doubt that such a
system as is here recommended would reliove the road
traffic enormously, and may even be expected, in the
more crowded thoroughfares, to induce order out of chaos,
hesides offering immense facilitics to commerce.

T. 8. Tavior, Mujor, R, L.
The 29th May 1870,
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From Chamber of Commerce to Government o
Bengal, . W. Dept., Railway Branch.

Calcutta, 10th June 1870.

The Committec of the Chamber of Commeree desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1160
of the 2nd instant, with its enclosures, in which you
convey the Licutenant-Governor's invitation for an
cexpression of their opinion on the subject of a proposed
system of Street Tramways for the town of Caleubta.

The Committee have attentively considered the general
scheme submitted by Mr. Franklin Prestage to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, and are of opinion that it is well
designed to provide materially improved means for
facilitating the transport of merchandise and passengers
to and from various points of the city and subwbs,
thereby greatly promoting the convenience and comfort
of the public, and conferring very appreciable advantages
on the commercial operations of the port.

The proposed lines of Tramway appear to have been
suggested with a due regard to the fraffic to and from
the points indicated in the plan—thab is to say, from
Balliaghatta Bridge and Sealdah in a direct line to the
river bank near the Custom House, branching off North
and South o Chitpore, Hastings, and Kidderpore Bridges,
and conneeting the Circular Road with the Strand Bank
and Dalhousie Square with the top of Chowringhee
Road.

As main lines these are well designed, but it appears
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to the Committee that the large space between Bow-
Bazar and Beadon Streets—a thickly populated part of
the town—should be divided by a line runuing cast and
west, midway and parallel, say down Muchowa Bazar
Street, 50 as to conneet it with the viver bank, and inter-
sected—north and south—by a line up Collegeand Corn-
wallis Streets from Bow-Bazar to the Circular Road.

The Committee consider the College Street line of so
much importance that if both cannot be at once under-
taken, they would prefer this to the one from Baboo’s
Ghat to Hastings, and even to the one running up Chow-
ringhee Road.

By this means the system of Tramways would have the
advantage of tapping the considerable traflic that travels
in those directions, and at the ssme time confer a great
boon on the large population of that division of the
town.

P.8—I forward a map upon which the lines proposed

by the Committee are shown.

of Pr i 'y Tfotes for
payment of interest in L.ondon subject to
deduction of Endian Income Tax.

The « Gazette of India” of 28th N
tained the following Notification :—"

2y last con-

Notice ts hereby given that henceforth oll Pro-
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missory Notes of the Governmment of Indic whicl
shall be enfuced for payment of the interest there-
on in London by drafts on Indic will be enfuced
subject to the condition that the wmount of any
dutics which may at any time be chargeable in
India in respect of such interest shall be dedhcted
therefrom at the place where payment is made by
a draft on Tndia, or otherwise, and a draft given
Jor the balance only.

The Committee regarded this Resolution of the
Government of India as one that would be at-
tended with serious drawbacks and materially in-
terfere with that freedom of operations in Gio-
vernment Securities which it was the main ob-
ject of the enfacement system to encourage ; and
they promptly addressed the Financial Department:
on the subject, urging the re-consideration of a
question which not only effected the inerests of
the holders of such securities bub also touched
the credit of the State, or at least the value of
its sccurities in the market.

Tt will be seen from the correspondence that
the notification was not intended to have the
meaning atlributed to it by the Committee and
which it certainly seemed fo wear, but was merely
to ensure that in the event of any new provision
being at any future time introduced as regards
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the levy of tax on dividends payable by the State
enfaced paper should occupy the same position as
other sceuritics.

Irom Chamber of Commerce to Government of

India, Pinancial Department.

Caleuita, 10tk June 1870.

‘The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
obgerved with much surprise and regret the resolution of
the Governor-Ceneral in Council, published in the Gazetic
of India of 28th ultimo, whereby all promissory notes
of the Government of India, which shall be enfaced for
payment of interest “in London, shall be so enfaced, sub-
jeck to the deduction of any dutics chargeable in India
in respeet of such interest ;—or in other words, that such
interest shall bo liable to the Indian income tax.

The Committee .vespectfully submit, for the consider-
ation of His Excelleney the Governor-General in Council,
that in their judgment, the resolution will be attended
with serious drawbacks and materially interferc with
that freedom of operations in Government Securities
which it was the main object of the enfacement system
to encourage.

The holders of Government Securities, who arc in the
habit of availing themsclves of this system, may be
roughly divided into two classes, viz., those who purchase
Government Sceurities as a permanent investment, and to
whom it is & matbor of much convenience to draw their
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interest in England, and those who purchase merely as a
medium of remittance.

In regard to the first of these classes, the Committee
would remark that, by the resolution under review, they
are placed, as regards receipt of their interest, on terms of
invidious distinction from the holders of stock in this
counbry. Formerly, the amount of existing income tax
was deductod from all Government dividends ab time of
payment, The Committee are not aware of the reasons
which led to the change of practice in thisrespect; but had
they been given an opporbunity of expressing an opinion,

it would have heen in favor of the continuance of the pre-
vious system, which affeeted all alike, and enabled Govern-
ment to levy this taX with aceuracy on, at least, a portion
of the income of some of the richer classes of this country,
whose proper assessment is mabber of notorious difficulty.
However, the change having been made, the Committee
submit that it should be universal in its application ; and
that any small loss which Government may incur by
paying that portion of the dividends receivable in England

froe of deduction, is far more than counterbalanced by
the larger number of investors, who are, by the system
of enfacement, attracted to its secaritics, and its credit
thoreby materially strengthened.

In reference to the second class, wiz, those who pur-
chase Government Securities as a mere means of remit-
tance, the Committee would remind Iis Excellency in
Council that these operations are entircly governed by
and they do not hesi-
tate to say that to them may, in no small degree, be

the prevailing vate of cxchange
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aseribed the high price at which Indian Government
stocks have ruled during the last fow yoears, for the
greater portion of which remitting rates of exchange
have been highly unfavorable.

The Committee would venture to remind Iis Excel-
Iency in Council of the extremely mnarow margin on
which, owing to pebibi xel perati
now conducted, and would respeetfully urge that a
measure which tends in any degree, however slight, to

are

turn the seale of caleulation against Government Sceu-
rities, as compared with the ordinary channels of remit-
tance, is simply shutlbing the doorin certain states of
the market against many would-be purchascrs.

The Government of India has recently announced the
sabisfactory condition of its credit by pointing to the
high values of Government stocks of all denominations,
and it would be a matter of much concern to the Cham-
Der of Commeree to find that condition impaired by cir-
cumstances militating against the unfettered Ciroulation
of seeuritics which have, for some years past, formed a
large and important element in the trade operations of
this country. Caution in this respect scoms doubly
necessary, in view of the loans which Government con-
template in the future for State Railways and other pur-

* poses, and for which English capital will doubtless be

largely called upon.

The Committee notice that the resolution was arrived
ab after the submission of despatches on the subject to,
and from, Her Majesty’s Scerctary of State, and if those
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PR v published
tions had been y P the

around on which the resolution was based would bave -
gl

been” understood ; but in the absence of the reasons
which have influenced the Governov-General in Council
and the Seeretary of State to the measure in question,
tho Committee have not the opportunity of appreciating
he recommendations of His Ixcellency or their con-
firmation by is Grace.

With the information at present hefore them, the Com-
mitbee feel it their duty respectfully to wrge upon His
Txcollency in Council a re-consideration of this question.

From Gout. of Indic to Chamber of Commerce.

Sunla, 24th June 1870.

Tn reply to your address, dated 10th June, 1 am direct-
¢d by the Governor-General in Council to inform you
hai the Chamber of Commerce have misapprehended
the p\u-po;*(, and offect of the Notification, dated t-hcA 28th
May, by which it is announced that the promissory
notos of the Government of India, which shall hence-
forth be enfaced for payment of the interest in London
Dby drafts upon India, shall be so enfaced, subject to the
condition that any duties which may bo chargeable in
India in vespeeb of the interest on Government Pro-
missory Notes, shall be deducted from the amount of
interest on such enfaced notes at the place whence drafts
are issued, and drafts given for the halance only.

The existing law does not provide for the levy of
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income tax on the interest paid io the holders of Go-
vermment Promissory Notes, in the manner preseribed
by the rules contained in Scction 99, Act XXXII. of
1860. The tax is levied for income of this character
exactly in the same way as it is levied from any other
income taxable under Part 4, Aet XVI. of 1870.

Solong as the law remains unehanged, the Notifica-
tion which has attracted the attention of the Chamber
must be inoperative, and the interest, paid by drafts
on India delivered in England, must eseape income tax
altogether.

And the Government are advised that even in case
the law be at any future time amended, and the exach
procedure of Act XXXIL of 1860 be reverted to, as
advocated by the Chamber of Commerce, it would be
impracticable to levy the duty from the interest paid
apon any enfaced promissory notes, of which the en-
facement docs not conlain the condition preseribed by
the Notifieation of the 28th May. The interest upon
such notes would, in that case, eseape the duty to which
interest payable on the other notes would be subjeet,

The Chamber will, no doubt, agree with His Excel-
leney the Governor-General in Council in thinking that
it is only cquitable to provide against sueh an exemp-
tion of a portion of the interest on the public debt from
any burden which may be imposed upon the rest of that
interest.

It will thus be seen thab the object of the Notitica-
bis
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tion, to which the Chamber of Commeree have in your
letber taken exception, is not to impose any exceptional
duty upon the interest affected by it, but to provide
against the excmption of that interest from any duty
which the Legislature may hereafter impose upon the
interest on the public debt gencrally.

Irrom Chamber of Commerce to Government of
India, Financial Department.

Calcutia, 29th June 1870.

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your leter
No. 1542 of 24th instant, replying to my communication
of 10th idem, and stating that the Committce of this
Chamber have misapprchended the purport of the Noti-
fication which formed the subject of that communication.

For the explanation given in your favor under reply
I am divected to thank you ; and the .Committee observe
with pleasure that, read in the light of this explanation,
the Notification in question, as to enfaced Government
Securitics, does not involve that immediate operation
which they were originally led to suppose would follow
its publication,

The Commiltee, however, believe that the misapprehen-
sion into which they have fallen as to the real scope of
the Notification of the 28th May, has been shared in by
the public generally ; and with all deference, they would
submit the extreme importance of having all Government
Notifications, and espeeially such as relate to subject
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matter so extensive and sensitive as the public securities,
couched in terms the most plain, and incapable of heing
misunderstood.

Many holders of these securities are probably in
ignorance of the fact that special legislation is necessary
to cnable Government to adopt the clsewhere usual
custom of deducting income tax ab time of payment of
dividend, but are rather under the idea that thisis a
matter of detail, enforceable hy a mere order of the
executive ; to such, the Notification of 28th May would,
therefore, not unnaturally appear simply a measure for
levying the income tax on such dividends as might he
transforred to the home register, and which would other-
wise escape.

Tt must be Dorne in mind that many, who have been
made aware of the original Notification, will not have
an opportunily of seeing the full explanation thercof,
with which IHis Bxcellency the Governor-General in
Council has been pleased to favor the Committec.

The Committee fecl some difficnlty in reconciling the
position laid down in paragraph 4 of your communication
now under acknowledgment with the two immediately
following. These latter state the object of the late
Notification to be a provision against the exemption of
any one portion of the interest on the public debt from
any burden or duty which the Legislature may lereafter
impose upon the inferest on the public debt gencrally ;
bub paragraph 4 mentions Government have been advised
that, even should the Jaw hercalter be altered so as to
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aive Government the power to deduct dutics on dividends
;t time of payment, it would be impracticable to levy
the duty from the interest paid upon any enfaced pro-
missory notes of which the enfacement- does not contain
the condition prescribed by the Notification of the 28th
May.” As a matter of fact, a very large mass of notes
not hearing this condition, represeuting upwards of 15
millions sterling, ave now held in England, and it there-
fore apparently follows that, in the cvent of the law
being hereafter altered as above, there would exish bwo
classes of enfaced paper—one subject to its operation, the
the other not. Such a conclusion scems to the Committee
in direet opposition to the views of His xcellency the
Governor-General in Council, as represented in paragraphs
5 and 6 of yowr'communication now replied to.

Registration of Government Currency Notes.

On receipt of a representation made to the
Chamber that in consequence of orders issued by
the Board of Tevenue, the Collector of Caleutta
was prohibited from keeping a register of currency
notes passing through his office, and that the want
of such a record baffled all endeavoursto trace such
notes to the parties by whom they were paid into
the Collectorate, the Committee addressed the
THead Commissioner of Paper Currency on the sub-
ject. They pointed out that although the usual
practice was observed of having missing notes
stopped at the Cwrrency Office and of notice
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being given to that department by the Dank of
Bengal that such notes had been reccived in
course of business from the Collector, {he ulterior
tracing of the notes was completely barred, and
the fraudulent passing of property effectually ac-
complished without the slightest chance of its
detection, since the Collector kept no rogister
of notes presented at his office. It appeared to
the Committee that with such a temptation and
fucility for the disposal of losb or stolen notes,
the Collector’s Ofiice afforded encouraging oppor-
tunities for undiscoverable theft, and that meu-
surcs should  be promptly taken {fo put an
effectual stop to the fraudulent practice hitherto
caried on with success and impunity. The
Commiltec were of opinion that although cur-
rency notes should possess the power and value
of unrestrained circulation the public should re-
ceive reasonable accommodation and protection
in retwn for the privilege exercised by Govern-
ment ; and on that ground and with the view
to assist owners of lost or stolen notes to trace
and recover their property, they recommended
that the Collector should he authorised to keep
a register of all notes received by i,

The Committec’s letter has been forwarded by
the Currency Department to the Board of Revenue
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4. The Chamber of Commerce declined to give the
guarantee, and the Director-General of Telegraphs has
reported that it would be impossible to frame a special
tarifl which would secure Government against loss.

5. On a further consideration of the subject, the Go-
vernor-General in Council is forced to the conclusion that,
wnder the circamstances above stated, the Government
of India would not be justified in undertaking a project
which would certainly entail a very considerable loss

upon the State.

Trom Chamber of Conunerce to Government of Indic.

Calcutta, 15th September 1870.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
received from the Government of Bengal a copy of the
Resolution passed by the Governor-General in Council
relative 1o the proposed Telegraph Office at Garden
Reach Point : and they desire me to express the regret
and disappointment with which they learn that their
application for the establishment of that additional sta-
tion—the maintenance of which would not exceed 220
Rupees a month, subject however to reduction by pro-
Dable reccipts—has been rejected by His Excellency as
involving a project which would entail a very consider-
able loss upon the State.

©verland Mail Service between India and
Great Britain via Brindisi.

In continuation of the correspondence between
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the Chamber and the Postal Department of Tndia
regarding the alteration of the dates of de-
parture of overland mail steamers from Bombay
and the transmission of the mails vid Brindisi,
the Committee subjoin communications from the
Director General of the Post Office and their
reply thereto.

If the arrangements proposed by the Director
General are adopted by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment the mails from Caleutta will for the future
be closed on Tuwesduy evenings during the monsoon
season, and on Friday evenings for the rest of the
year; but it will be the duty of the Chamber to
protest against any plan which may involve the
closing of the Caleutta mails on Sundays.

Irom Director General of the Post Office of India
to Chamber of Commerce. '

Stmla, 4th Ociober 1870.

T have the honor to forward, for the information of the
Chamber, copy of a lettor™ recently
addressed by me to the Secretary,
General Post Office, London, regarding
the alteration of the dates of departurc of the steamers
from Bombay in connection with the gencral revision of
the mail service resulting from the contemplated adop-
tion of the Brindisi route. It is only by some such al-

* No. 2060, dated 20th
Septowber 1870,
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teration of dates thab this department can take advantage
of the recent offer of the Peninsular and Oriental Com-
pany to reduce the monsoon allowance from four to three
days for, if the existing dates be maintained, the Cal-
cubta mail would thereby be thrown on a Sunday after-
noon during the monsoon season.

Tyom Director General of the Post Office of Indic
to the Secretary, General Post Office, London.

Simla, 20th September 1870,

T have the honor to acknowledge the reccipt of your
lotter No. 430V, dated 11th August last, relative to
inexpedicnce of ab present disturbing cxisting arrange-
ments in connection with the homeward mail service, as
the entire mail service will probably be caried vid
Brindisi in the summer of next year.

2. T trust that when the new arrangement is made
due consideration will be shewn to the convenience of
this country as respects the days and hour of departure
from Bombay. In para. 5 of my letter of the 26th April,
No. 323, I stated that there was a prospect of being able
to arrauge for the amival of the principal mail trains
at Bombay at an hour admitting of an afternoon depar-
ture of the stcamer, and that in that case the former
arrangement of an afternoon departure would be reverted
to. This has quite recently been arranged with cfiect
from the 1st November or thereabouts, and the Super-
intendent of the P. & O. Company will be informed that
the mail steamers leaving Bombay subsequent to thatb
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date should leave on Saturday afternoon at 5% . ar
Tt has been found impossible to arrange for a departure
of the steamer earlier than 5% P. 3r, and this should, ac-
cordingly, be the hour provided for in the new table.

3. I further explained to you in my previous letter
above quoted that the present days of departure from
Bombay ave extremely inconvenient, and I hope that in
the new arrrangements it will be found possible to alter
them by a postponement of two days. The dates - of
departure from the three Presidency towns of India
will then stand as follows :—

Monsoon.
5L e,

Rest of the year.
Stoamer lexves Bombay, Trida Monday 5 T. 3.
Mails closed at Caleutta,

Ab presout,

closed . 1 When Railway
at Madias, | communication ; Wednesday cvening, Saburday evening.
s cowpletc,

In the above it has been assumed that the reduction
of monsoon allowance from four to threedays already con-

ceded by the P. & O. Company will form part of the new
arrangements.

4. T shall be glad to hear as soon as convenient
whether these days of departure from Bombay can be
adopted : and if it be found impossible to do so, 1 would
beg particularly that no final arrangement be made
without previous reference to this office.

5. Ta drawing out the Time Table for 1871, prior to
the introduction of the new arrangements, it should be
Dorne in mind that the reduction of monsoon allowance
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conceded by the P. & O. Company cannot be availed of
until the dates of depavture are altered asabove proposed,
beeause it would throw the Caleuita mail-day duwring
the monsoon on a Sunday.

From Chamber of Commerce to Dircctor General
of the Post Office of Indic.

Caleutta, 21st October 1870,

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
No. 8182, of the 4th instant, giving cover to copy of
your letter to the Scovetary, General Post Oftice, London,
relative to the mail service between India and Greab
Dritain via Brindisi.

The Committee of the Chamber desive me to thank
you for these communications, the substance of which
Tas been duly considered ; and they trust that in any
plan that may be adopted by Her Majesty’s Government
for the transmission of the Indian mails, your recommend-
ation as to the dates of departare from Bombay will be
practically recognised.

I am further directed to request you will do this
Chamber the favor of communicating at the euliest
opporbunity the result of your reference to London.

Postal Cards.

The Committee had a reference made to them
by the Director General of the Post Office as to
the advisability of introducing into this country
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these cards which have for some time been in
usc on the Continent, and have more recently heen
{ried in England. Doubtless, these cards would
form a cheap and convenient channel for adver-
tisements and other communications, but as the
Director General stated that Government were not
prepared to give up any postal revenue, and that
any loss aceruing by the transmission of the cards
at a low rate must be recouped by raising the
rate of postage on ordinary correspondence, the
Committee came to the conclusion that under such
circumstances their introduction would not be
desired by the mercantile community.

WEembers.

Messrs. Tamvaco and Co. and Messrs. Ash-
burner and Co. have been admitted, by the Com-
mittee, as Members of the Chamber, subject to
the usual confirmation.

Mr. J. P. Schneider has retired from the
Chamber on final departure for Europe.

Funds of the Chamber.

The Half-yearly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 880-9-1 exclusive of the
Reserve of Rs. 12,000 in 4 per cent Government
Securities. ’

J. R. BULLEN SMITH,
President.
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v

On guarantecing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements,
and on becoming security for adminisiration of
Estates, or to Government for the disbursement
of public money

Loeredor

On T the due realization of
sales
On the management of Estates for Exccutors or
Administrators .. o

o

1 chartering ships or cngaging tonnage for con-
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for
loading
advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabin passengers, ou the
amount of passage monoy, whethor the same
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ...
On procuring frcight fora ship by a shipping order

or charter, or on procuring cmployment for a

shiip on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for

owners, Captain, or chartercrs of a vessel upon

the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive
On engaging Asiatic Tmigrauts for a ship to the
Mawitius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon
the gross amouut of carnings ..

<]

On engaging troops for aship to Creat Britain or
clsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money
forveuk and file

On realising inward freight, inward troop, Emigrant,
or Gabin passege money

=]

n landing and re-shipping goods from any vesscl
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master ou behalf of all con-
corned on the declared value of all such goods
as may be re-shipped, and on the not proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold

Tf Opiwn, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picoo Goods

1f Treasure, Procious Stones, or Jewellery

24 per cent.
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19
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28.

3

3

&

27.

>

31

33,

v

On offceting Insurances, whether ou lives or pro-
porty .~

On setiling Insuranco claims, losses, and averages
of all classes, and on procwring returns of pre-
mium - 2}

On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating Bills
of Exchange ...

Ou debis or other claims when a process at law or

1

arbitration is inowrred in claiming them ... 93
Or if recovered by such means w5
On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored w1
On collecting House Rent .2
Ou ship’s Disbursenients 2}
On realising Dottomry Bonds, or negotiating any
loan o respondentia o

On guanting Letlors of Oredit
On sale or purchase of Government Scowritios and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every
exchange or transfer not by purchase from one
class Lo anothor . w4
On delivering up Government S:curities and Bank
or other Joiut Stock Shares, on the market valuo 1
On all amounts debited and eredited witlin the year
(less thie bulance browght forward) wpen which
2o Commmis

sion amounting Lo 5 per cent. has
been charged ...

€25 Brokerage when paid is to be sopatately charged.
H. W, L Woob,

Seerets

1 per cent.
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Ponr or Carourrs, adopted at tho -
General Mecting of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, licld on the ARTICLES. Ot per | Gubie
26th May 1859, The Schedule came into operation from lst Tou Notb. | 1.0 Ton,
January 1860. —
Grlic and Onions
Cubic :
D Ot per | Ty Gram :
ARTICLES. TonNett. | 1o ron, G, in Cases
Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloi
| Gunjah
Alocs, in Pags and Boxes ... w20 | Homp, in Tales of 300 Ibs. cach, 5 to tho
Alum, in Ditto | 2 [ ton, not to exceed } e
Anisced, in Bags 8 | Hides, Builulo, or Cow, Cured
Avrowdob, in Cases | Hoofs, Hown Shavings and Tips
Asfastida. in Bags and Boses 20 Houus, Cov, Butkalo, or Deer
Apparel, in Boxes . Indigo
Bk, in Bogs . 8 Jute, in Bales. of 3001bs. eacl, 5 to the ton
Boes” Wax - 0t to exce
Tarilla . 20 Lac Dye
Betolnut . 20 Lad
Jooks Liusced o
Borax or Tincal . Maco - |
Brimstone - Maclinery |
Ballion - Totals % |
Cake-lno. in Tags . Mitabolams o6 [
Camphor. in Cases .- olasses
mdlwmoms, in Robins : Blother oPeat, in Dags - [Ppmgeheonsor 4 ids. !
Boxes . Tests... 2% |
Cassia, in Boxes - Munjeet, |
Dags . Mustard or Rape Seed 50" |
itk Root, Dogs . Nutmegs, in Cascs or Casks. 5 j
oses . Nux Vomica RS >
CI\ilL“’L - Oats - .
Cignrs . Oil, in Cases e
Cloves, in Boga 5, Casks "L Hogsheads,
Ses Opium por shest,
Coatd’ Paddy P
Cochincal Peay %
Cotlee, in Bags Pepper, Long 12
L, G »  Bladl 14
Coral, Rongh . Planks and Deals .
Cotton, in Bales of 300 Ibs. cach, 5 to L]m] 52 Toppy Sced 5
fon, ot to execod v 2 Putchuck 10
. 20 . Raw Bilk, in Bales 10
c\m»n, Dags 15 Tattans for Drunago oo
Dates, Wt 20 Rod Wood Dit T
s 18 . Riica,in Bajos, por Ton or.,ms not esdg o | s
.. . 20
s Teotl in Bulk ... . 20 Roping in Coils ol
Turniture P » ines and Twines,




viii
Cubio
Owt, por | Gk
ARTIOLES. Tou Nett. | o o,
|
Rum, in Casks 2 puncheons or 4 hilds.
b

Safllower, in Bls, p. Ton of 5 Bls. not exdg

Sago, in Cases
Sal-awoniac, in Bras
Boxes

intpme

Sapan Wood for Dunnage
Sealing Wax, in Cases
Seed-lac, in ({;srs

»

Sonna,
Shells, Rough, in Bags ...
Shell-fac, in Cases
18

ik ’>mc Gloods.
boap, Country, in Cases ...
" Bags ...

Bar ...

Stick Lac, in Gnsos
s

Sugar
Tailow, in Cases or Casks...

'ale

Tnmnnds in Cases or Casks
T«pwm

Tepl

Lmber, Rouud
nared .

Tabaceo, Sl

Tortoise Shells, in Chests

Turmeric

Wheat

Wool

TN B—Goods in Casks or Cases to bo caleulated gross weight
hen paying froight by weight ; and whero freight is made payablo
on measurement, the measurement be taken on tho Custom Houso
wharf, or other shipping whatt within the. limits of the Porb of

Caleutta,

CALCUITA, }
18th March 1868,

H. W. I, WOO0D,
Secretary,
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMRIERCE.

Agelasto and  Sagrandi.

Apear an

Ahstrather and Co,

Argenti, Schilizzi and Co.

Atkinson, Tilton and Co.

Atkinson, Jolm and Co.

Ashburner and Co.

Auderson, D., Manager, National Banks
of Indin.

Balmer, Lumo and Co.

Barlow and C

Beg, Dunlﬂp ahd Co.

Blackor,

Bory vl.uln, Schxllcr and Co.

Buskin,

Carmin, L:mouraux and Co.

Carlisles Nophews and Co.

Coln; Feilmann and Co,

Colvin, Cowic and Co.

Grooke, Rome and Co. -

Choisy, F.,  Manager, — Comploir
D Lsrampta de Paris.

Cochranc, S, Manager, dgre Ban,

Cameion, T, Agent, Hong-Kong &
Shanglai Banking Corporation.
DeSouza, Thos. and Co.

Duirschmidt, Groband Co. .
Duarkanath Duit and. Co.

de and Hobsor

nsthausen .m('l Ocsterloy.

Dwing and

]‘llxou,, Jola “and Co.

Tara, . D. L

Fergusson, 7. H. and Co.

Tindlay, Hoycs nd Co.

Tornaro and Huni.

Teck, 1., and Co.

Gishorne and Co.
Graf and Banziger.
Graham and Co.

Grindlay and Co.

Gubbay, Elias S.

Hajec Jackuriah Mahomed and Co.
Ienderson and Co.

Tondarson, George and Co.

Toare, Miller 2

Huber and Co.

Jardine, Skinner and Co.

Kelglowell, Bullon and Co.

Kelly and

Ter; Dods and Co.

Knowles, H., 4. gty Burnao Conpany.
Latapic, E. D, an

L, H. P, Supdt, P. & O. Steam
1\ muyu!mn Company.
Lyall, Reanic and Co.

Macallister, R, Agcn[ Tudor Company.

ackillop, Stowart and Co.

Mackinnon, Mmcl.ﬂuno and Co.

Mackenzie, Lyall and

Macknighi, Andclsou and Co.

[oran, W. aud Co.
Manockjeo Rustomjee,
Pearce, Macrae and Co.

layfair, Duncan and Co.

DPetrocochino Brothers.

Pecl, Ross and.Co.

I’rest:gc, F., Agent of the Lastern
Bengal I(’allwa_/ Compuny.

Prawnkissen Law and Co,

Preston, Alired.

Ralli Brothers,

Ralli and Mavorajani.

Ram Gopaul Ghose and Co,

Robert and Charriol.

Reid, J. M., » dgent, Chartered Merean-
tile Bank of Indin, Londom, and
China.

Rentms aml Co.

Toobin

Rabmwu,'p 3., Managing Dircotor of
the Bengal Coal Comprny.
se and Co.

Schilizzi and Co.

Schiaepfer, Putz and Co

Schroder, Smidt and (o,

Schoene, Kilburn and Co.

Shand, Fairlie and Co.

it and Co.
Swith, Sarwel, Sons and Co.
Serymgeowr, 3. S., Agent, Oriental
anl; Qorporation.
Thornas, J. and Co.
Tarner, Motzison and
Toulmin, L, W. and C
Tum, \co and Co.
ot

n, Hirschhorn and Co.

Wattenbicl, eilgers and Co.

Weinholt Brothers.

Whyte, G. A, dgent, Chartered Bank
of India, Australic and Clina.

Whitaey Tiothers aud Co.

Williamson Brothers a

Wiserman, Mitchell, Tid and Co.

Watson, Green and Hart, -

Wolff, Wilmans and Co.

Yule, Andrew and Co.

MOFI!SSIL MEMBERS.

Becher, Win—Gowhatty, Assai.
Hamilton, Brownand Gor—dliracpert.

Howard Brothers.— /i
Todd, Findlay and C¢




X

RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

BENGAL CIAMBER OF COMMERCE

Rovised and adopted at o Special General Mecbing

TLeld on Tuesday, the 10th July, 1866.

Pirst ... That the Society shall be styled «Tus

Buxear Cravser or Coyauron.”

Second.... That the objeet and duty of the Bengal

Chamber of Commerce shall be to watch
over and protect the general commenrcial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal and
specially those of the port of Caleutta ;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of gricv-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public autho-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ceive references from, and to arbitrate
between, parties willing to abide by the
Jjudgment and, decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.

Lhird.....That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,

and brokers shall alone be admissible as
members of the Chamber.

TFourth,,,.That candidates for admission as mem-

bers of the Chamber shall be proposed

Fifth...

Sexth ...

. Seventh..

Loighth...

xi

and scconded by two members, and may
be elected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Mecting.
UThat the subscription of firms and banks
shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil members 82 rupees per
annum. N

That any member of the Chamber whose
subscription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one
montl’s notice of such default. ’

. That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall be managed by a Commiltec of
seven Members, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
to he clected annually at a General Mect-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence,
the Vice-President being ex-officio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence of the President and Viee-Prosi-
dent, the Committee to cleci its own
Chairman,  Tour to form a quorum.
Amnual clections  of President, Viee-
President, and members of the Com-




xii
mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and hearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall he
received for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated : and all vacancies created by
the absence of the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, or any of the members of the
Committee from the Presidency for ihree
months or by departure for Turope, or
Dby death, shall be forthwith filled up, and

" the election determined by votes to be

Ninth...

Tenth...

Eleventh.

taken as above and declared by the
Committee.

That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, he eligible to serve as members of
the Committee.

Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee ab the same time,

That the Committee shall meet for the
purpose of transacting such business as

© may come within the province of the

Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings he open to the inspection of

xiil

members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Fwelfth. That all proceedings of the Committee
be subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth.That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, and circulated for information
of members three days previous to the
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval.

TFourteenth.That the  Secretary shall be elected
by the Commitiee ; such clection to be
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Frifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-
mittee may consider convenient for the
despateh of business.

Sizteenth That any number of members present
shall be held to constitute a General Mect-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.

Seventeenth. That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in Dis absence, the Vice-President, or




Xiv

Chairman  of Committee, shall ecall a

Special General Meceting to be held with- ©

in 15 da;
requisition.

ubsequent to receipt of such

Tightecnth. That every subscribing firm or hank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and that,
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of General Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of cquality of votes.

Nineteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Twentieth That voting by proxy shall he allow-
ed ; provided proxics are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first That the Chamber reserves to itsell
the right of expelling any of its members;
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members present in
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-sccond. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
¢y may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary members for a period not ex-
ceeding two months.

XV
Twenty-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be
made except by the votes of a majo-
rity of the members of the Chamber
present in person or by proxy at a
Special General Meeting to be held
after previous notice of three months,

Cones and Co., No, 19, Lol Bazar,
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