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2 Election of Office Bearers is2 —_—

New Members

The President—the Hon'ble J. R. Bullen
Funds of the Chamber o

Smith—having taken the Chair, read the ad-
vertisement under which the meeting was con-
vened and spoke as follows :—

Commercial Returns for 1869+
Schedule of Commission.Charges ...

Tonnage Schedule for the Port of}

Your Committee have again the pleasure to R
Calcutta . :
 tho Charmber render an account of their stewardship of your
f the Chal o s .
Members o Jtions of tho interests during the past half-year. The record of
ons C 1 . . . .
Rulss and Rogulath } that stewardship is contained in the Report which
has already bheen some days in your hands, and ag- :
suming that, as upon previous oceasions, the same B
—— )

may be taken as read, I will with your permission.
make a few remarks on some’of the principal sub-
Jjects noticed in the Report before formally moving . i
its adoption.

The first paragraph contains the usual notice :
of the Budget for the current year, on which, i
however, it is not my intention to dwell, for '
although few topics can Possess more interest;
for a Commercial Association like this than the {
statement of the ways and means of the country, . ’

so much public discussion has already taken place
upon this particular budget that there is little left




S Y

2

10 say on an oceasion like the present. © My own
opinions as to the unsound principle upon which
this Budget is framed, and the severe ~and heavy
measure of new taxation by which surplus is ar-
rived at, arc well known and remain unchanged 3
nor will T affect to deny that it is to mysclf, and
T doubt not also to-my friend Mr. Cowie, matter
of satisfaction to find the views we expressed in
Cloundil 5o largely acquiesoed in hy our fellow-
merchants.

Passing on to {he second paragraph, I need
scaréely say how much T was disappointed
at the decision of Government in the matter
of the rice dufies, all the more that I had
somewl)at confidently expected a different re-
sult. Tt scemed 10 me that the Finance Minis-
ter was searcely prepared for the starlling statistics
wwe put before him on'the occasion of the deputation
to which reference is made in the Report, and cer-
tainly the detailed figures of the Bankok and
Saigon trade subsequently sent in did not tend to
weaken our case. The principle of our request
for remission has been entirely admitted by Go-
vernment, and had we been refused on the ground
of financial exigency alone, there might 1?01']\:11)5

have been less to complain of, although the
swisdom of the policy adopted is, to my mind, more
{han questionable even from this point of view.

e R i S0k
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Put our Finance Minister goes further and dis-
tinctly says that we have made out no case for
yelief, that we haye nob shown to his satisfaction
that the duty persc has tended to injurc any
portion of our rice trade. Now to most people
the figures pub forward Dby -the Chamber seem
strong enough,.and T confess I do not know. what
kind of further proof Sir Richard Temple looks
for at our hands. We have never said that the
cxport duty was the only or even the principal
cause of the decay in our trade ; on the con-
trary, we have said thav new and increased com-
petition was the cause; we have carefully
guarded ourselves from tlic assertion that the
mere removal of these duties would,. as a mat~
ter of course, restore our trade to its former di-
mensions, but we have asserted that this exporb
duty materially decreases our chance of successful
competition, which surely none can deny ; and on
this broad ground, and to this extent only, we
have asked for relief. T submit that it is impos-
siblo for us to say esactly how far the export duty
enters into our competition 3 that it is sufficient to
Tnow that our rice trade to certain quartersis ex-
posed to a competition under which it apparently

at least run its race unfettered. Our Finance
Minister lays some stress upon the fact thab

cannot live to entitle it to relief, so that it may
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exportation of rice to China had begun again,
and sees in this circumstance fresh ground
for retaining his export-duty. Most of you are
aware of the exceptional circumstances to which
this trifling resuscitation is due, and have an
opinion as to how leng it is likely to last ; but as-
suming it to be normal, I scarccly see in it a reason
for continuing a burden, but rather reason for all

the encouragement which can legitimately be

given with a view to the permanent revival of
what was once an important trade.

Next in order comes the Port Fund, with which
the Committee’s Report deals so fully that I need
not occupy your time further. As a member of
the Commission appointed at your request, I
will only say, and I think I may speak for my
friend on the left, as well as for myself, that we
found the need for enquiry greater even than we

had anticipted. This unfortunate Port Fund |

seems to have been a sort of scape goat of the
Bankshall. How much it was overcharged or
how much short it was credited, (and we found
flagrant instances of both) no one seems to have

known, and no one seems to have cared ; and thus

it has been that year by year a large balance has
Deen carried to its debit, but with so little care
and discrimination that the accounts are totally

I e <

e
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'umclia,b}e. /,Mr, Eldvidge and I could not well
" embody in our official report the impression left

in our minds, which, however, was sim ply this, that
the Marine Department had worked up regularly
to its authorised Budget grants, the remainder of
expenditure being passed to the Port Fund, where
there was no Budget granted to give trouble.

Under the new Trust, I look for a very different
and infinitely better administration of the affairs
of the port ; the necessary legislative measure for
its establisbment is now mnearly complete, and I
hope before long we shall hear of the Board of
Commissioners having held their first sitting.
Your Committee have carefully watched the pro-
gress of the Bill through the local Council,
and those members who will take the trouble to
read the correspondence bearing on this subject as
given in the Report, will, I believe, find that our
representations have not been unattended with
benefit to commercial interests. I have every
hope that you will approve of the action taken
by your Committee, in not at present seeking for
the management of the river beyond the limits of
the port. That will follow in due time, Mean-
while the whole port proper will be under the
Board of Commissioners, and for the first time
since Calcutta became a port those who contribut
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towards its income will have a divect executive con=
trol over its expenditure.

Since our last half-yearly meeting a Bill has
“been passed for the reform and assimilation of the
weights and measures of British India, and, des-
pite all that has Deen said and written against it,
I am distinctly of opinion that no measure more
. wrgently needed, or more likely to prove useful,
has perhaps ever been put before the Legislative

" Council. ' With increased means of communica-
. tion between different parts of the country came
an absolute need to attempt something in the way
of assimilating the innumerable standards now
existing, and it is well known that the great rail-
way Companies have pressed this matter upon the
Government of India. With through railway
communication comes as a matter of. course a de-
mand for through booking of merchandise, and
the railway Companies felt that it would be futile
to attempt anything of the kind with advantage
to the public and convenience to themselves

* without a uniform standard of weight all along
the line. At the same time there is, I believe,
no intention of pressing this change hastily or
rashly, its adoption by the railway Companies, by
he Commissariat, and other large Government
partments, will gradually accustom the natives

7

of this country to the new system, and pave the
way for its more general adoption. As to the
particular new standards selected, I believe they
are those chiefly in use on the Continent of Turope
and that there is a growing desire in Great Britaiu’
to conform to them. This being so, Govern-
ment decided, and I think wisely, to adopt at once
for their new standards those so largely in use on
the Continent, and which may at no distant date
be adopted in England. .

You will notice, gentlemen, that your Committee
thought it right to address to M. de Lesseps a few
lines of congratulation on the opening of his
cahal. How great an enterprise this ?s you all
know, and how largely it will alter the conditions
of Bastern trade may De inferred from the fact
that already nearly the whole of the Bombay im-
port of Lancashire fabrics and a heavy percentage
of our own supply come vid Suez. The past s?x

months have not only witnessed the practical

opening of the Sucz Canal, but also the comple-
tion of through railway communication between
Calcutta and Bombay, and the laying of the Red
Sea (?able, which, as also the Indo-TBuropean line,
has since been working with an accuracy and’.
despateh which leave nothing to desire in the way
of facility of communication.

During the above period also Canning has heen
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declared o free port as regards dues and mooring
hive,—with what advantage remains to be seen.
Morrellgunge has also been declared a port since
we met together; and as our Vice-President and
myself formed members of the party which, thanks
to the most liberal hospitality of the Messrs.
Morrel], made such a pleasant trip to the new port
in January last, T hope he will at a later stage of
the meeting say a few words as to his own impres-
sions of this new outlet for the trade of Fastern
Bengal, at which I understand-two ships have al-
ready Joaded rice this season, with ecomomy to
the shippers, and pexrfect health to those employed
in the work.
" The President further laid before the meeting
the proceedings of the Committee in regard to
the fund raised on behalf of the widow of the
late Mr. Piddington, reported the final closure

of the Venables' Testimonial TFund which had

been for twelve years under the charge of the
Chamber, and, after expressing the views of the
Committee in the proposed alterationsin the mode
of clecting office bearers, concluded by formally
moving the adoption of the report.
' 157 RESOLUTION.
Proposed by the President,
Seconded by Manockjee Rustomjee, Esq. and

carried,

9

. Z]‘gz;l th RBeport of the Commitice of the Ben-
o Azmz% her Zf Comanerce for the halfyear ended
v April 1870 be received and adopted,

28D RusoLuriow.
Proposed by the President,

Seconded by H. ‘
con y M. H. Sutherland, Esq. and

Tha 3
ﬂ[assr: Lt{zle C’a;mmltee’s conditional election of
- Licle and IHobson, M
575. , Messrs. Agelasto a;
I;}S;tjg; mzd;, and Messrs. D, Frecl and Cj’o a:m“"‘l
grand : . on-.
of the Chamber of Commerce, be confirmed,

The examinaf: .
Clcct;zﬂex;}mnéatwu of thie voting papers for the
of a Committee for. th. i .
etdon 1 ¢ ensuing year
;\1;011 proceeded with, during which Sy
R Lz iT sl
o m;l]:—LDRI{Il)GE said;—The President hag asked'me
o ;7; Lf:t nd ew remarks upon the new port which
e zl c lfmsb .cold season.  The Hurrungotta
ﬁom, 1)111 Wildi it ig situated, is.a noble oncaﬁ'cc;
the shoals and' constant chay ’
ant changes in 1
e : c ges in 1l
‘ m-lnels 8o prevalent in the Hooghly, and tlle
navigation i y . .
o f%'l?lonv is by no means difficult, the’re being
a sufficient depth of water, to allow the .

largest vos-
sels to go up on a single tide, T
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You will not expect me to describe Morrell-
gunge as a city filled wiih public buildings and
palatial residences, for you, of course, know t.ho
place is in its infancy. A roomy and substantial
house belonging to the Messrs. Morrell stands
back a few rods from the river bank ; and within
a short dislance there is a large and, apparently,
flourishing mart, or bazar, into which large quan-
1ities of rice were being brought for transportation
to Calcutla, and it was selling at from 4 to 6
annas per maund under our hazar quotations heve.
Surrounding the place, asfar as the eye could
ile country on which

reach; we saw a tracl of f¢
large crops ave regularly raised, whilst e were
assured that an indefinile expanse of uncleared
Tand extended beyond our vision waiting only for
an increased population to make it productive.
While we were there, some hundreds of native
boats came past on their way through the Soon-
derbunds to Caleutta with rice, &e, which T am
sure the owners would gladly have sold at low
prices to avoid the  detention and dangers of the
Soonderbunds navigation.  The great want would
appear to be return cargoes for these boats ; if a few
imports could he had there, such. as salt, piece
‘goods, &e., a flourishing trade would undoubtedly
spring up. Rhea grows well in the vieinity ;
indeed Messrs. Morrell informed us that they

11

could obtain no less than 5 or 6 crops per annum!
—which ought to satisfy most anybody. This
article, which is sometimes called China Grass,
is of great commercial value, but the difficulty
has always been to find a means of separat-
ing the fibre without injuring it, and, at same
time, without 1f1ak1'11g the -cost too great. To
show the value Government puts u pon it and their
desire {o see it largely cultivated, the State has

deemed it sufficiently important to offer a pre-

mium of £5,000 for the best machine to accom-
plish the above result ; and, if I may judge from
an extract I saw only this morning in an up-
country journal, they appear in a fair way to get
one, as the paragraph stated that 100 spécimens
ave on the way out from England to compete for
the prize | T did notintend to have made fany
remarks, but as the opening of such a port comes
within our province as the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce, I hope you will pardon me for having
trespassed on your time in alluding to matters not
strictly belonging to Caleutta,

Mr. Svruernaxp.—I have read with care the
remarks in the Report on the overland mail from
Bombay, and I thinkthe Committeedeserve hanks
for the way in which they have acted in this
matter. I-am told that the manner in which the
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mail is conveyed from Armenian Ghat to the
Post Office is by means of a huge van dragged by
coolies. I think that a'great deal of unnecessary
delay is caused by this, and that i should he
remedied.

Tnr PRESIDENT. ——Thc Post Office do not hold
themselves in any way responsible for the delay
occasioned, the cause of which is said to be the

* great want of punctuality on the Great Indian
I’enmsul'u Tine. I belicve that the Bombay Go=
vernment will not allow trains to go over the
Ghts at night. (The Prestdent here 1cwd a letter
from the Post Master General to the Chamber of
Commerce, regarding the delay of the m:\.il.)

Mr. Horcmsoy.—1 may mention that traing
do pass over the Ghilts at night, as Thave passed
over them at that time.

Tr. Erpripee.—Not since the accident which
occurred there in 1868.

Mr. Horemson—I think it would be an im-
provement if the number of the Commibtee was
increased, say from 5 to 10, so as to admit ofall the
different nationalities engaged in the trade of Cul-
cutta heing represented thercon. I {hink this a

Bl s AT
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matter of much importance, as tending to increase
the amount of interest taken in the Chamber
by the members generally.

T Prusioeve.—I entirely share Mr. Hutchi-
son’s sentiments as regards the importance of en-
listing to the ntmost the interest and sympathy
of individual members of the Chamber, and,if
it is thought the plan he proposes will have the
desived effect T shall be Lappy to give it my sup-
port. I think it very desirable that the Com-
mittee should represent as largely as possible the
various branches of our*mercantile community,
and on the occasion of a recent vacancy I took the
liberty of persomally canvassing for our present;
colleague Mr. A. T. Ralli because I learned
that his election would be very acceptable to the
other Greck merchants, who, I think, with refer-
ence to their large and important business opera~
tions, should always he represented by one scat in
the Committee.

Mr. Huromsox.—T do not wish fo press this
matter, but il the Committee think it desivable
and are of opinion that the change will increase
the effective working of the Committee, T should
like the sense of Lhc present meeting taken upon
my proposal,

i N G i e

\
|
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Trp Presoryt.—I have already said that T
would bé glad to support Mr. Hutchison’s pro-
posal if it is Delieved that an increasc to the
number of the Committee will tend to heighten
the interest taken in the Chamber’s operations by
its members generally. I am,however, hardly with
him when he proposes increase ou the ground
that the work of the Committee would thereby
be better done. I am rather of the contrary
opinion, believing that, as a rule,small Committees
are found to work better than those of larger
dimensions, and from this point of view I cannob
see any necessity for the-proposed change.

Mr. Hutchison’s motion that it is desirable to
ijnereage the number of the Committee was then
put to the meeting, but, not finding a seconder,
fell to the ground.

Mz, Hourcnmsox.—1 wish - to make a few
remarks about the enormous and most disgraceful
waste of goods that goes on on the ghits. I say
that all goods should be measured and weighed
ander shelter, and not exposed to the inclemencies

of the weather, which would be sure to spoil them

altogether or else seriously damage them. Shellac, -
for instance, is sent down to the river and allowed
to remain in the sun, instead of Deing covered
over with tarpaulins ; and people are surprised

: 15

because it turns out Dlocked. The coolics also
]lcva a habit of dropping cases of wines and
spivits from their heads, and so breaking all the
bottles inside, and then coolly suckiug=> at the
contents of the damaged hox.

Mr. Erprives.—I do not quite agree with Mr.
Hutchison in some of his remarks, and I will give
an instance which will prove that, in spite of the
utmost carefulness, certain goods sometimes arrive
at their destination damaged or worthless. Delivery
was taken of a consignment of shell lac at, seven
o’clock in the morning, but it was not removed
from the godown until seven r. . that evening,
so that it could not have been exposed to the Slll{l;,‘
and yet every case of it arrived at its dostiuatio:i
hard-Dlocked.

Mr. Hurcmson.—I think that M. Eldridée .

has misunderstood some of my remarks. Only
t].xc other morning, when I was passing along the
viver, I saw a quantity of vz\luable; car”oalyiuw
regularly imbedded in the mud ; it h;d bee;
there all night under water, and the tide had
receded and left it in the mud.  Buf this is only

one of many instances ; you would be astonished

at the waste that goes on.

] Tur Presmove.—I think gentlemen, that this
’ﬁ‘T-ll(:hOl‘ a tedious way of having the votes
“ined, and I would suggest that you accord to
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the Committee permission on future occasions to
invite two members of the Chamber, not mem-
bers of Comumittee, to attend half an hour before
the advertised time of meeting for the purpose of
ascertaining and reporting the result of the vot-
ing. (The result of the votirg was here handed to
the President who read it out to the meeting). I
thank you sincerely, gentlemen, for the honor you
have done me of re-electing me Chairman,and also
re-electing the Committee. 'You may depend that
we will doall in our power to promote the inter-
ests of the Chamber of Commerce.

The following gentlemen were re-elected —The

President, Hon. J. R. Bullen Smith, Vice-Pre-
sident, F. G. Eldridge, Esq., Members of Com-
mittee, A. Stirling, Bsq., T. A. Apear, Tsq., J.
M. Ross, Tsq., A. T. Ralli, Isq., and B. D.
Colvin, Bsq.
' 3np RESOLUTION.

Proposed by J. C. Murray, Esq.

Seconded by H. . Sutherland, Esq., and car-
ried unanimously.

That the cordial thanks of the Chamber of
Commerce be giwen to the Commuttee jfor their
services during the past half year.

The meeting then separated.

0. W. I, WOOD,
' Secretar

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Rerorr or mur Coanvrrren FOR TIE HALF-Y.EAR

IXDED 3071H. Arrin, 1870,

The Committee have the pleasure to submi
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the lagt
Lalf-year,

The Budget for L370=F1.

The annual financial statement of the Govern-
ment of India was submitted to the Legislative
Council of the Governor General on the 2nd April
by the Howble Sir Richard Temple, and, like tou
many of its predecessors, declared a state of affairs
by no means satisfactory. Truc, a prospective ex-
cess of receipts over expenditure to the extent of
£163,440 was exhibited, but such a surplus on a
vevenue of 52 millions sterling is scarcely deserving
of the name, and when arrived at by increasing
the Income Tax to 3% pereent., in time of peace,

can hardly be accepted as indicating a prosperous

exchequer.  In fuct financial equilibrium has only

A
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heen arrived at this year aslast by an increase of
direct taxation in its most obnoxious form. In
their last report the Committee pointed out that
the deficit of 1869-70 was mainly owing to the
adoption of the principle of paying out of revenue
the cost of expensive public works, the benefits
of which will e largely shared Dy those who
come after us, and the expenditure on which
ought therefore to have been spread over a sevics
of years. The same principle has been applied
in the budget now under notice, although- to a
smaller extent, and the Committee desire again
to pub on record their strong objection to the
pursuance - of a system which, with referencs to
the circumstan:es of a country like India in which
pressing. current requirements fully keep pace
with the growth in the revenue, appears unsound
and inequitable, and a persistence in which seems
to the Committeec to postpone indefivitely the
restoration of Indian Finance to a sound and
healthy position. The Committee especially view
with alarm and distrust the severe addition to
the Tncome Tax, as indicating a lavish readiness
to stretch to the uttermost an impost which
should be regarded as a reserve only to be thus
availed of in time of extremity. The measure

avas opposed by both the Members of this Cham- .

ber who at present oceupy scats in the Legis-

“They view

‘the Chamber.

Iative Council’; the action of these gentlemen
the Comumittee entirely approve ; and if they
have not taken on behall of the Chamber any
further special steps in reference to this mat-
ter, it is because they believe all its. members
have joined in the more general public move-
ment, which was initiated, and- which has been
responded to thioughout the country. The Com-

‘mittee cannot but think ultimate benefit will

result from the: amount of discussion which
has taken place in  connection with this budget:
with satisfaction the efforts made
lately by Government to reduce expenditure
in various directions, but they believe much
morc remains to be done, notably, in the
thorough re-organization of the Public Works
Department and in the item of English expendis
ture, which latter swallows up a large percentage
of the revenue of the empire.”

Export Duty on Rice..

Tt will he in the recollection of Members tira
this - question occupied a prominent place in the
proceedings of the last half-yearly meeting of
Falling in with the views then
expressed, your CommiLLce lost no time in solicit-
ing an interview with the Hon’ble Sir Rickerd

~
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Temple, the Member of Government in charge of
the Finances, and their request having been

+'promptly granted, a large deputation waited

upon that gentleman on the 20th December. The
deputation pointed out to Sir Richard the unsa-
tisfactory conditions under which the export rice
trade of Burmah had for some time been carri-
ed on, and especially urged upon him the rapidly
declining nature of the same trade from Caleutta—
a decline amounting in the case of China to little
less than absolute cessation. They brought to
notice the enormously - increased production of
Bavkok and Saigon, showing the severe competi-
tion to which British Indian grown rice was in
consequence exposed, a competition proved by
the fact that the increased export from these ports
was greatest to the quarters in which the Bengal
trade showed the most serious reduction. The
deputation placed b fore Sir Richard the statistics
bearing on the statements they had "advanced,
and prayed that he would move the Government
of India to the immediate removal of the duty
complained of, by which substantial relief would
be afforded to the rice trade, and the pledge given
by the Right, Hon’ble Mr. Massey on the part of
Government redeemed. Having received from the
Tinance Minister an assurance that the facts and
arguments put forward should receive caveful at-

5

tention the deputation withdr.
7th January the Chamber were info. *im-
mediate remission could not be grantea, -
the prayer of the Chamber would be borne i

apon the

when making the financial arrangements for . 3
coming year 1870-71. In this communication
the general objections to the duty were freely
admitted, and its whole tenor seemed so favor-
able to remission in the coming Budget that
the Committee felt justified in asking that although
the change could not be made at once, it should,
when ordered, have retrospective effect as from
1st January, and that assistance might, meantime,
be given to the trade by a declaration to this
effect. This application was refused, and it was,
on the contrary, distinctly intimated that any
future remission would not be retrospective.
The whole correspondence on the ' subject
of this rice duty will be found below, and the Com-
mittee believe every Member of the Chamber will
share their disappointment at the final result as
announced in the Budget, to the effect that the
duty is to beneither remitted nor reduced, but re-
tained in its entirety for another year. The
reasons seb forth by Sir Richard Temple for the re-
tention are three in number, iz, financial

ously, and the appearance of some revival in the

|

exigency, a denial that the duty is operating injuri ’

4
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wowards  China.  This report i

place to discuss these reasons in
with regard fo the second the Com- -
- do not hesitato to express their opinion that

i . lacts and figures they put forward do Tully
justify the Delief that the operation of this duty
is attended with injurious cffects, and they are at
a loss to know what more divect or hetler defined
cvidence Government cxpect at the hands of the
mereantile community to entitle them to the re-
demption of Mr. Massey’s pledge.

trade, og
hard!
a-

< Lrom Govt. of India to the President of lhe
Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutta, '7ih Junuawry 1870.

The Government of India has given particular consi-
deration to the facts and arguments bearing upon the
alleged injurious operation of the export duty levied
upon rice and paddy which were presented to the Hon'ble
Sir R. Temple by the deputation which you introduced
1o him on the 20th December last. The subject had, for
some time previously, engaged the scrious attention of

the Government.

2. I am desired by His Excellency the Governor
General in Council now to inform you, that he fully
admits that the levy of an export duty ;{pon grain iy
" justifiable only upon grounds of the most stringent finan-
cial necessity, and that the Goverm\ucnt of Indin will

7

eprefully consider in making the financial arrangements
of the coming year, whether it may he possible, by the
adoption of any expedient, to provide for the remission
ol the dutics of which you complain. ~ At the same time
Tam to say, that His IExcellency in Council is unable
absolutely to pledge himself to their remission at any
particular time,

3. It is hoped that the present announcement will
enable those engaged in the trade to make such provi-
sional arrangements as will prevent any material incon-
venience arising from the remission of the duty in the
middle of the shipping scason, should the Governmens
find it practicable to dispense with it from the com-
mencement of the ensuing financial year, /\

Lrom Chamber of Conunerce to Govt. of Indig.
Caleutta, 12th January 1870.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
received from their President your letter to his address,
dated the 7th instant, in which you have been so good
as to communicate the decision of the Government of
India regarding the export duty on rice.

The declaration by is Bxeellency the Governor
General in Council of the circumstances which alone can
Jjustily the levy of a duly upononc of the chiefl staples
of the export trade of Bengal, and the principal export
from British Burmah and tlic Rice Ports, confirms the
view held by the Chamber of Commerce as to (he policy
which  exeeptional causes and the gravest expedieney
may temporarily sunction,
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* The admission by IHis Excellency to that extent is
received with satisfaction, inasmuch as it indicates a
desire to remove the burden with which that trade is
weighted, if the requirements for the public service can
be adequately provided from legitimate sources of reve-
nuc; and the Committee desire respectfully to acknow-
ledge His Exccllency’s assurance that the Ch'\mbels
representation will be carcfully considered.

The Committee scarcely understand however
what way merchants can give effect to the suggestion;
contained in the closing paragraph of your letter, for mak-

LA

ing “ such provisional arrangements as will preventany !
“material inconvenience arising from the remission of the
< duty in the middle of the shipping season, should Govern-

“ ment find it practicable to dispense with the duty from
< the ensuing financial ycar.”

It appears evident that transactions in an important
trade cannot be carried onfor nearly 3 months on an
unsettled or provisional basis: if operations are entered
upon, it must be at the cost of the day and not with
reference to a possible or probable material reduction in
March next: and the Committec mneed scarcely point
out the great disadvantage at which the shipments of
the next few weeks will be placed, arriving as.they will
do at their various -destinations simultaneously with the
news that \‘;lley are likely to be followed at an early date
by others costing much less. The knowledge that there
is such a strong probability of the duty being "taken off
in March, will natarally make shippers hold hack as

much as possible for some time previeusly, .and it may -

By
3

0

therefore be “found that the refusal of Government {o
give now the hopefor relief—hased as that refusal is solely
on financial reasons—has after all been attended with
little advantage to the revenuc of the State, although
with -“material inconvenience” to all. interested in the
trade.

The Committec of. the Chamber of Commerce arce
of opinion that this question is one which, even in the
present scason of deficit, might fairly be considercd on
other than financial grounds: they belicve they have
shewn that the rice trade of British India is now exposed
tor a competition which-"did not exist to anything like
the same extent when the grain duties were: first im-
posed, and in the case of British Burmah the staple trade
of that province is faid to be in-danger.

The total annual revenue derivable from: those - duties
on their preseiit enhanced scale was estimated by the late
Tinance Minister at'.£480,000, and the proportion of that
amount collectable between the present time and March
next can surely not beof such importance in the revenue
of the Empire as to override the weighty consider-
dtions the Commiblee have endéavoured to put forward.

The Committeé therefore respectfully submit their
carnest hope that should the Government of India be ena-
Dled to remit the rice duty in the next Budgel, such
remission may have retrospective effeet as from-the Ist
instanl, and that Ilis Excellency the Governor General
in Council will, in the meantime, be pleased (o assist the
trade by a deelaration to that effect.

R
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From Goul. of Indics to Chamber of Commerce.
) Caleutla, 28th January 1870.

I have received and laid before His Excellency the
Governor General in Council your Seerctary’s letter of
the 12th instant, requesting, with reference to the, pre-
vious correspondence on the subject, that should the
Government of India be enabled to remit the export duty
on rice in the provision to be made for the ways and
means of the next financial year, such remission may
have retrospective effect.

2. Inreply, I am dirceled to slate ihat His Excel-
Iency in Council is not able now to say more on the
subject than has been already said in my letter of the 7th
instant, No. 149, except that if hercafter the Government
of India decide on remitting the export duty on rice, the
remission will not have effeet retrospectively.

Port Fund.

In their last half-yearly report the Commit-
tee briefly alluded to the report of the Commls—
sion, appointed to enquire into the w orking of the
Port Fund, which had just been sent up to the
Bengal - Government, Many. Members of tho
Chamber have sinec had an opportunity of per-
using this document, but for the sake of those

-who have not, and for the purpose of future re-

ference, it s included in the report now submitted,

S

|
|

/
/
|
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Tt will be remembered {hat the occasion of Uhe .

wequest for the appointment of this Commission
was a propoesal on the part of the local Government
to enhance the dues loviable on tennage, but feeling
how heavily the charges of this otherwise expen-
sive Port already weighed upon the shipping, the
Committee felt justified in asking for delay, pend-
ing an enquiry into the working of the Port Fund,
specially as to whether the Fund received eredit for
the full amount of its dues, and whether it had
been charged with items not properly belonging
%o it.  Those Members of the Chamber who have
read the report of the Commission will, the Com-
mittee believe, find in it ample jpstification of the
course adopted and substantial reason why objec~
tion was raised to the measure of enhancing the
«lues, which it is satisfactory to think has not

‘_again been brought forward. The Commission

Hound that in the matter of establishment the
fund had been largely overcharged, and that
from the circumstance of all stores heing procured
through the medium of the Government Doclc-
yard the working of the Fund had been carried
on at an excessive cost. The Commission found
that in the single year 1867-68, the Port Fund
had been overcharged by the Dockyard to tlie
extent of Rs. 1,15,000, and short credited by
Rs. 93,000, making the result of that one year
appear worse, than the facts warranted, by more




12

than two lacs of rupees. Anything more unsa-
{isfactory than the whole system of accounts exist
ing between the Dockyard and-the Port Fuand it
would be. impossible to conceive ; having regard
10 which and to the actual errors ascertained, the
Commission had no-hesitation in recording (see
-para, 24 of their report) their opinion ‘that the
Dbalance shown against the Fund, and which form-
ed one of the chief grounds for the proposed en~
hancement of the dues, was altogether inadmis-
sible. The report of the Commission goes on
40 make sundry -recommendations for-the future
aore economical and satisfactory working of the
Tund, which will probably -commend themselves
to the Chamber, but which beecome of less impor-
tance in view of the radical change in the manage-
ment of the Port now impending, and which
forns the subject of the succeeding paragraph.

To the Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
Lort TPilliam, the 18th January 1870,

Sir,—In accordance with the wishes of the How'ble tho
Lieutenant-Governor, conveyed to us in your Icbter
No. 2171 of 11th June last, we have the honor to sub-
mit the following report on the affairs and condition of
the Caleutta Port Fund.

2. The Fund was formed in 1856-57, agrecably to
Act XXII. of 1855, for the regulation of Ports and Port-

ducs, In the seven years which succeeded its creation
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and ended on” 300k April 1864, it became Twgely indelhi-
ed to Government, which compounded the debt for o
sum of Rs. 4,00,000, leaving to the™ffund, free of all
encumbrances, a eash Dbalance of Rs. 97,609-15 7, un-
realised Dills amounting to'Rs. 60,771-5-0, and floating
stoek  valued ab Rs. 7,81,450, making a total of
Ks. 9,39,831-4-7. In the five years which have since
clapsed the Fund is reported by the Accountant General,
Bengal, to have incurved a fresh debt of Rs. 27,64,221-1-7,
and this amount is exclusive of the expenditure on ac-
count of the Port in the Public Works Department, pro-
vided hitherto from the resources of the State. This ex-
penditure may be stated as follows :—

Amoung, Expended to

sanctioned. 31:,u..1, 186,

Removing Moyapore Shoal... 2,42:600 1 "3 }T‘)

Jettics on the Strand . 5,06,000 3,43,887
Landing Stage at Aheeritolla

(Hautkhola) Ghit .. 1,05,950 56,357

3. Adopting the course of enquiry indicated in your

letter and suggested by the condition of the I Tund, the
first question requiving notice appears to be, whether the
Fund reeeives credit for the full amount of its ducs, and
whether it is charged with any items that do not properly
belong to it

4. In regard to receipts we find that Government
vessels of all deseriptions are exempted from the payment
of Port dues and fees, and thab this exemption rests ¢ ap-
parently on Scction 60 of Act XXIT. of 1855, which states
that “uothing in this Act shall extend to a any vessel be-
longing to or in the sevvice of Her Majosty, or of the
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Hast India Company.” So far as the financial question
under notice is coticerned, this clanse, in our opinion,
‘only aflirms the privilege which is usually conceded to
ships of war and State yachts, of entering a port or har-
bour without the payment of local dues, and in this
view, vesselslike the « Czarewiteh,” the Pilot brigs, and
‘the river steamers belonging to Government, scem in no
way to be entitled to the exemption. Iven as regards

ships of war and State yachts whether belonging to the

British Government or Forcign Powers, it scems to us
that there is no adequate reason why the accommodation
and appliances of the Port should be afforded to them at
‘the expense of a special interest. We do not consider
thab such vessels should be treated on the same terms as
the other vessels which visit the Port, and that Port
ducs and fees should be actually Jevied on them ; but, in
our opinion the Port Fund should be paid for the accom-
modation afforded to Government vessels gencrally out of
the public revenue, and this with other reasons to which
we shall have occasion to refer, make it proper that the
State should, to some cxtent, contribute directly to the
maintenance of the Port. ’

5. Another instance, in which the Fund does not
appear to have reccived the full amount due toit, has
zeference to the employment of the steam dredge 4 gi-
tator by the Government.  The claim against the Govern-
ment for the services of this vessel has heen based upon
the proportion of her expenses with reference to the num-
ber of days she is employed by the Government and the
Port Fund rospectively. This mode of caleulation docs
not scem to be correct, as it has been ascertained that
when employed by Government the Agilator is many
mor¢ hours per day under steain than when she- is dredg-
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ing the channels, and the claim therefore should be found-
ed on the number of hours, and not on the number of
days, she is employed by Government. We have caused
revised bills to be prepared for submission to Government,
and the result shews a sum of Rs. 49,862 to be due to the

- Port Fund on account of the years 1866-67 and 1867-G8.

The particulars of this sum will be found in Appendix A,
and the claim submitted to Government for the year
1868-69 has béen stated according to this caleulation.

6. The loss to the Port Fund from the non-payment
of port charges by Government vessels, and from the
short payment on account of the hire of the Agitutor, is
not limited to the actual sum made up by those items,
but includes also the interest at 5 per cent. on so much of
the Government debt as would not have been incurred had
those receipts been duly obtained.  There has also heen
aloss of the same kind, though not to the same extent
upon the bills for Port charges against merchant vessels.
These bills ave realized through-the agency of the Collee-
tor of Customs, and the amounts which remained unpaid
on 31st March last were as follows :— :

On account of—

1862-63 ...
1863-64 * ... "
1864-65 ...
1865-66 ...
1866-67 .. . ..
1867-68 ...
1868-69 .

Total
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These figures ave nob sabisfactory, as they show a sum ol
Rs. 18,080-3-0 to be unrealized for periods ranging from
one to six years. We ynderstand that under Section 50
of Act XXII of 18355, the recovery of Port-dues should
De very prompt, as no Port-clearance is to be granted for
vessels until these claims’ have been discharged. The
outstandings of 1868-69 have since been realised.

7. "'The charges against the Port are not susceptible of
examination to the same extent as the receipts, details
being available of such items only as ave paid divectly
{rom the Fund. The large and important expenditure
on account of Dockyard supplies and services has hitherto-
Bbeen admitted on statements which show merely: the
total charge in cach month on account of each descrip-
tion of vessel and of cach department. Charges on ac-
count of the establishments of the Master Attendant’s.
office and of the Dockyard have heen made on general
statements of the same character, and for the charges in
the Public Works Deparbment no particulars whabever
liave been furnished to the TFund. This practice has.
heen modified in the accounts of 1868-69 with regard Lo
the stores supplied from the Naval Store-keeper’s De-
partment, bub the rest of the charges still remain un-
vouched, and hence in licu of a systematic examinabion
of the accounts we have been able only to instibute
special enquiries into particular items.

8. The Fund is charged with the entire salary of the
first Assistant Master Attendant, amounting to Rs. 9,000
per annum, and with a fourth part of the salaries of the
other officers, and of the establishment and contingent
expenses of the Master Atbendant’s Depurtment, maling

o e
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+ afurther charge of upwards of Rs. 13,000 a year. The

orders of Government bearing on this subject are con-
tained in Financial Resolution No, 498, dated 24th Ja-
nuary 1867, paras. 10 and 17, and show that the Com~
mibtec of Enquiry into the affairs of the Fund, appoint-
ed in 1866, having stated that the Fund should pay a
fourth of the salaries of the Master Abtendant and his
first Assistant, the Gevermmnent dissented from that con-
clusion to the extent that the payment should comprise
the full salary of thelatter officer. Tn other words, it
was ordered that the Fund should be debited with
Rs. 6,000 on account of the salary of the Master Atten-
dant, and Rs. 9,000 on account of that of his first Assis-
tant, or Rs. 15,000 in all, whereas the actual charge hasg
been upwards of Rs. 22,000, or mere by Rs. 7,000 a year

. than the authorized amount. Considering that the estab-

lishment of the Port Fund performs for Government,
without charge, the duties connected with the recovery
of pilotage fees, and the payment ef the Pilob establish-
ments, cven the centribution, Rs. 15,000 a year, seems
large, and we would recommend a return to the arrange-
ment proposed in 1866.  The orders of Government
«dirceting that the whole of the pay of the first Assistant
Master Attendant should he charged to the Port Fund
appear to have been passed under a mis-apprehension,
and in the belief that the duties of this Officer, in con-
nection with the Port, oceupy the whole of his time, but
ander any circumstances the charge to the Port Fund
should not exceed Rs. 15,000 per annum.

9. The Fund is also charged with a fourth part, or
o .
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‘25 per cent.” of the establishment and office expenses of
the Kidderpore Dockyard, comprising the Departments
‘of the Superintendent, Naval Store-keeper, Builder, and
‘Engineer. The authority for this charge appears to
De Financial Resolution No. 160A, dated 28th August
1862, which ruled that, in the statement of work done
at the Doclkyard for the Port Fund, “a fair percentage
of the cost of the establishinent, actually engaged in
such services, should be added to the statement of extra
clx:il‘ges specially incurred-on their account, in order that
the aggregate may be debited to the Port Fund.” In
the case of work done for the Fund by the Builder’s and
Lngineer'’s Departments, a commission of 15 and 10 per
cent,, respectively, is charged on the cost of work and
materials, and this, in our opinion, is a full equivalent
for the «fair percentage” prescribed by Government,
considering that the establishment would be maintained
drrespective of the requirements of the Port, and we do
nob think that there should be afurther charge of 25
per cent., or nearly Rs. 9,000 per annum, on account of
-establishment. As regards the charges on account of
the’ Superintendent and Naval Store-keeper's Depart-
ments, the case is somewhat different, as no ‘commission
is charged on the value of stores supplied to the: Port
Fund by the Naval Store-keeper, and hence a « fair per-
centage” may very properly be charged by Government,
But this percentage should be in the form of a commis-
gion, which may properly be fixed at 5 per cent.,, rather
than a proportion of the expenditure on account of
<establishment. This mebhod is not proposed with the
wiew of effecting any saving to the Fund, bub it will he

s
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sabisfactory, as under it the actual expendibure on stores

will be ascertained and tested with refevence to cwrent
market rates, which cannot be done at present.

- 10. Of the bholeahs kept up ab the expense of the
Port Tund are three which are veserved for the use of the
Master Attendant, the Agent for Transports and Govern-
ment  Consignments, and the Builder and Surveyor.
The costs of these boats, involving an expenditure of
Rs. 1,500 per' annum on account of establishment, and
about Rs. 2,400 for stores, &c., should, we consider, be
defrayed by Government for the business of which they
are chiefly empleyed. -

11. The debits raised against the Fund by the
Public Works Department include expenditure on ac-
count-of the light-housc at False Point, which has been
completely separated {rom the Caleutta Port-Fund, by
the orders of Government No. 498 of 24th January 1867.
This will have to be writben back.

12, We have endeavoured to-“make a full serutiny
of the expenditure which is being incurred on account
of the Fund in providing ships, boats, stores, and other
appliances, and also in the working. of the establish-
ments.” On the latter point, namely--establishments,
the present arra 3l

seem istent with iency

in regard to- the sevvices to be rendered, and with the.

safeby of vessels: visiting the Port. The expenditure also
does nob seem to be excessive, but we do not include in
these remarks the items noticed in paragraphs 8, 0,
and 10,
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18. The sbores and appliances requived by the Port
Tund being obtained exclusively from the Government
Dockyard at Kidderpore, the mode by which the latter
establishment is supplied, and the course of husiness
adopted by ib, have necessarily come under our notice,
and in both respects the present arrangements seem un-
satisfactory, and have had an unfavorable cflect on the
finances of the Povt.

14. We find that a large proportion of the more im-
porbant stores, including all buoys, ground chains, moor-
ing tackle and canvas are sent direct from England, on
indent through the Sceretary of State; the balance,
comprising timber, a proportion of coal and all petty
stores and provisions being procured here.  As regards
the stores from England, the anchors for moorings and
other requirements of the Port were supplied in 1868-69
ab the rate of Rs. 20-13 per ewt., a rate which we beliove
from ¢nquiries we have made, to be in exeess of what
the same could have heen obtained through other
agency. When the screw moorings are complete, the
number of anchors required will be largely diminished,
and we would suggest that indents for them on the
Secrctary of State should be discontinued, and the wants
of the Port supplied here. Periodieal public sales are
Dield of anchors recovered from the bed of the river by
the hoats of the Fund, and unclaimed, and we sce no
reason why if suitable anchors are available, the Fund
should nob purchase ab such sales, which gencrally re-
sult in very moderato prices.

15, In conncction also with the suhject of sloves
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obtained from England, we have endeavoured, but have
not obtained the means, to ascertain the first cost at
which the new screw pile moorings have been supplied
to the Port Fund, the whole having heen shipped from
England, and having formed a heavy item of cxpenditure
in the accounts we have had before us; but judging
from the invoices, the arrangements for shipping these
stores have been carried out on such extravagant terms,
that the final cost to the Port Fund must have been
largely and unnecessarily increased. We may instance
the case of the Latona, by which vessel was shipped to
Port Canning about 366 tons of Government stores, in-
cluding 158 tons of chain cable for the Calcutta Port
Tund, at 44 shillings per ton, or nearly double the cur-
rent rate of the day by first class ships to Caleutta direct.
The cosb of bringing these stores to Caleutta was, exclu-
sive of boats supplied by the Port Fund, Rs. 3,237-4-9,
and cannob altogether be estimated at less than Rs. 10
per ton,  We thus find the effect of the Home arrange-
ments to have been that the Port Fund and other stores
intended for Calcutta were sent to Canning, that for
heing thus mis-sent a rate of fieight was paid double that
which would have brought them to their destination by a
direct opporbunibﬁ and finally, they have had to bear a
further charge of ncarly 50 per cent. on the original
Ireight for conveyance from Canning to Caleutta. As
further instances of excessive charge we would notice the
cases of the Jolm Ritson, Alice Ritson, 1. B. Ord and
Phacton, all of which ships left England between April
and August 1868, and reccived fieight for the Govern-
ment stores they conveyed ab 59 shillings G pence per
ton, alike for weight and measuroment. A large propor-
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tion of the supplies brought by these ships were forv(.he
use of the Port Fund, the injustice done to-which by the
existing system may be inferred from the fact that during
the above period, outward freight from ~Liondon in the
finest ships ranged from 20 to 30 shillings per ton. Two
steamers which brought some stores round the Cape re-
ceived the enormous freights of £10 and- £13 per ton res-
pectively, Facts like the above need little comment, but
it is evident, that under such a system of overcharge the
Port Fund must have suffered severely, and that a radical
change in the mode of supply is necessary.

16.  Supplics obtained in Caleutta are regulated by
quarberly or obher periodical requisitions from the various
departments of the Dockyard upon the Superintendent,
and a certain amount of stock which it is considercd
cxpedient always to have on hand. The Superintendent
calls for tenders by advertisement, bub no maximum price
is fixed, the lowest tender being as a rule accepted. In
regard to the minor stores, including provisions for the
Tascar crews employed on hoard the various vessels, al-
though we find that in some cases the Dockyard charges
are decidedly higher than those for which the articles
might have been procured elsewhere, we are disposed to
think the existing system of supply as good, on the
whole, as any other, the articles bein g of a very miscella-
ncous nature, and the tenders such as are likely to be
vesponded to only by a limited class of native déalers
who lay themselves out for this kind of business, As a
matter of fact we understand that very few tenders are
mdde for these miscellancous indents, and, as we are told
securiby is always taken for due performance, we helicve

»
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that with ordinary care on the parl of the officer in
charge, the sbores- in question may, under the present
method, be laid in on fairly reasonable terms.

17.  As regards the important items of coal and timber
the present system of supply seems open to objection, as
under it higher prices are paid than the state of the
market justifics, and in our opinion considerable altera~
tions must be made, if the Dockyard, and thercfore the
Port Fund, are to be supplied on the same terms as other
consumers. For instance, the price charged to the Fund
for English coal supplied to the dgitator in 1867-68 was
Rs. 85-5 per ton, the average selling rate of the article in
the open market at the time having Dbeen Rs. 248, or
adding 10 per cent. for the difference between sereened
and unscreencd coal, Rs. 26 per ton. Here there is a differ-
ence against the Doclkyard of Rs. 9 per ton, increasing
the expense of the Agitalor during the year in question
for thesingle article of coal by Rs. 12,807, or more than
Rs. 1,000 per mensem, and this excess of charge may be

traced in a ’grcab measure to the conditions of delivery
enforced on contractors. First of all is the condition that
the coal shall be screened, the necessity for which we can-
not admit, Doubtless, the Engineers of the various steam
vessels supplied by the Dockyard, if allowed the option,
will always prefer sereened to unsereened coal, but in this
preference is hardly to be found suflicient reason for the
great extra cxpense thereby incwred, especially asin
the Peninsular and Oriental, and in the British India
Steam Companies, as well as in the China opium steamers
unscreened coal is used, and yet these vessels do not on
that account perform their work wibh less cfliciency,
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while many of them run aba much higher speed than
the Government vessels.  Sceondly, the coal is seroened

at the Dockyard, the actual practice being as follows :—-

The coal is loaded into Doats at the seller’s depdt and
taken to the Dockyard, where the contractor has to un-
load the boats carry the coal to the sheds or other spot
indicated, and stack it there. Finally, he has to unstack it,
and allthabwill not pass through an inch sieve is weighed
and.accepted. At each of the four processes of loadin '8
unloading, stacking, and unstacking, the coal is unavoid-
ably much broken, and the percentage of small pieces

largely increased, and the whole cost of these procosses’

{alls upon the contractor, who has also to remove at his
own expense all the coal that passes through the sidve. It
will be readily conceived that no merchants can tender
to the Dockyard, except at a very heavy advance on
market rates, an advance, we helieve, wholly out of
proportion, in a pecuniary point of view, to the advan-
tage derived from using sereencd coal.

18. The mode in which delivery is taken of timber,
although not perhaps so cumbersome as coal, is still cal-
culated largely to increase the cost, as the contractor
has to raft all he intends to offer, and float it down to
the Dockyard, where much of it may mnot pass the
ordeal of inspection, entailing upon him the further cost
of reconveyance to his own depét. All this must be,
and is, doubtless, taken into account by him in fixing
the price.  We arc also of opinion that economy would
be promoted by greater attention being paid to the class
of timber suitable for different kinds of work cxecuted
at the Dockyard, )
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19. Tf the existing system of supply of local and
timber by public competition is to be continued, we
would recommend that in the advertisement calling for
tenders notice should he given of a maximum price
having been kept in reserve.  This maximum  prics
should be fixed by the Superintendent, ov other of
after enquiry into the state of the market at the time.
TFarther, the tenders might with advantange be made
returnable at the Bankshall instead of the Docleyard,
the former being more convenient for the trade, and
Deeause, from his more central position, the Master At-
tendant is more accessible to brokers and others from
whom information may be obtained, than the Superin-
tendent of the Dockyard, far removed, as he is, from the
business part of the town.

20. In the mext place we are of opinion that the de-
posit mamed in the advertisement calling for tenders
should in all cases be exacted. We are well aware that
there are many firms whose tenders might be accepted
with full* confidence that they will be duly carried out
in the absence of any more material guarantée, but in
the casc of others similar security could not be felt.  We
deprecate any public officer being placed in the invidi-
ous position of deciding who is, and who is not, worthy
of credit, and as we have it in evidence that the desire
not to give offence has been the main reason for discon-
tinuing the practice of taking sceurity, we have the
Jess hesitation in rccommending that security be always
taken in fubure for the due performance of the accepted
tender. By this cowse the Department will be placed
in the position which is the chicf aim of the contract

D
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system ; namely, scewity against inerease of price in’

consideration of the relinquishment by the purchaser
.of the advantage he might derive from a fall in the
market, ' '

‘_?]. Lastly, it would be advisable to omit the con-
dition of “screcning” the coal fiom future ealls for ten-
ders, and to take delivery of coal and #imber from along-
side the ship or from the depét of the sellers, as tI:c
cn‘se may be, after previous approval, thereby relieving
the contractor 1.'1'om the expense of conveying and rccona-
veying rejections, and cenabling him to reduce’ hig price
accordingly.

22. We make these recommendations on the assump-
tion that the present system of public contracts is to l.lm
maintained, but we are inclined to think supplies might
be laid in more cconomically by leaving wider dism:)n-
tion to the officer at the lead,of the Department.  The
market for hot]) the important articles of which We now
write is very fluctuating, and it seams only reasonable
that thé Dockyard, as a regular consumer, with means

at command, should take advantage of periods of low -

prices.  The Superintendent has informed us that he
has not authority to buy more than the quantity indi-
cated in the regular quarterly indents. Some years ago
the Builder and Surveyor was occasionally, with ‘tﬁc‘
sanction of the Superintendent of Marine, allowed to
buy timber either by public sale or private bargain
zm.d he stated in his examination thab both as rc::;rd;
price and quality the Dockyard was bettor supbplic(ll
then than mow. This plan appears to have been in

e
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abeyance, and we would recommend a. return to it all |

the more that the timber requirements of the Dockyard
are now much smaller than formerly. In coal also we
would be disposed to give the Superintendent discre-

tion beyond mere existing requirements when prices are-

unusually low; and authorise him to purchase by
private contract when the tenders offered in reply to his
public advertisement are in excess of the fair and reason-
able figure fixed as the maximum price. We ave
aware of, and have not overlooked, the general objection
to- business on Government account being carried oub
otherwise than By public competition, but we think it

. would be overcome by ordering the purchasing officer

to.report his purchases in such form as would scem most

likely to cnsure for them the notice of the mercantile -

and trading community. Coal and timber arc now such
important avticles of import, and their value is so well

known from.day to-day, that any-extravagant or dear -

purchase would ab once attract attention and remark.
The knowledge of this would in itself render the pur-
chasing officer cautious in his operations; and with the

information always available to him as to market value, .

stocks on hand, and quantities on the way, there should
not be much room for. mistake. Indeed, as already re-
marked, the amount of work.done at. tho Dockyard is
now so.much reduced that ib.seems-more than ever reason-.
able to look there for she-same-cconomy and prudent
management. as would obtain in.a private. yard,. bub
4his can never be abtained in the matter of purchases

unless the officer in charge has more frecedom.of action .

than ab present.
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23. - We have had before us the principal ofticers of
the Dockyard, and, in reply to our enquiry, -all’ denied
Taving ever had complaints made to them of difficut-
‘ties”tlirown in the way of contractors at the.time of
“delivery by the subordinates of the establishment.
“Thesé subordinates, we are assured, have not the power
in any way either to facilitate or retard the operations
of contractors, and the officers alluded to declared them-
selves entirely ignorant of anything which does or can
necessitate extra or irregular disbursements on the part
of such contractors. There is, 'we think, a current be-
lief in some quarters that contractors have been in the
habit of making irregular disbursements, and we there-
fore feel bound to statc that no evidence of irregula-
rities of this character has come before us.

94, It has been the ecustom hitherto to charge
the claims of the Dockyard against the Fund in the
annual account which is furnished to it by the
Accountant General, Bengal, “the charge being sup-
ported by statements which show merely the total ex-
penditure in each month on account of each ship and
department. As an illustration of the working of this
system, we would mention that the Dockyard statements
for 1867-68 contained overcharges to the extent of

3s. 1,15,000, ‘while credits duc to the Fund for stores,
&e, taken by the Dockyard, but not allowed for amounted
in the same year to Rs. 93,000. These crrors have been
corrected in the accounts for 1868-69, and*there is also
some improvement, as stated above in paragraph 7, in
the returns furnished by the Dockyard for this year;
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but still the fact remains that the Fund is without sny
information for a whole year in regard to its liabilities
to the Dockyard, forming, as they do, so large a portion
of its expenditure. Indeed, from the overcharges and
short-credits which have come to our notice, we do not
hesitate to say that the accountsof the past few years
are quite unreliable, and that without a thorough re-open-
ing and investigation thereof, it is impossible to say how

* much of the Dockyard expenditure charged to the Port:

Fund has Dbeen properly and fairly debited thereto.

Judging from the accounts we have taken up, the pre-

sumption is that the Fund has been greatly overcharged,

{or it must be remembered that, but for the appointment -
of this Committee, the items we have caused to be re-ad-

justed might have remained unnoticed, and the Fund

have suffered proportionately. We consider that the

Dockyard: should present a Dbill at the close of every

month for the stores and provisions supplied to the Port

Fund, together with the original indents and acknowledg-

ments of the officers to whom delivery is given. Bills

for repairs and construction should be in detail, and

should be sent to the Port Fund immediately after com-

pletion of each work. The system of charging these
Lills in the Government account with the Fund should
also be discontinued, and the Government should present
its claims to the Fund like any private creditor, and
allow a reasonable time for examination and acceptance,
after which payment should be made by cheque on the
Bank of ‘Bengal. The Fund should adopt the same
course with regard to its demands against the Govern-
ment,
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25. The financial position of the Fund, taking the-

accounts as they now stand, may be thus described :—
Rs.
The debt to Government at the close of the
year 1868-69 was . 27,64,221
The value of the block at the same time was’.. 22,12,610

Showing a deficiency of v 551,61L
“Ab the end of 1869-70 the debt, it is e\pccbcd

will have increased to ... 35,00,000.
And the value of block to o

Thus augmenting the deficiency, which will
amount to aboub ... §,35,000
And shewing (sce Appendix B) an annual deficit of about
34 lacs of rupees.

26. The debt of the Fund has been incurred mainly
in renewing the ships, moorings and other appliances
of the Port, and this has been done to such an extent
as may be said to amount to removabion of the whole
block. The necessity for this expenditure may be abbri-
buted in a great measure to the cyclones of 1864 and
1867, which proved so destructive to the property of the
Port-TFund ; but even without them it would have been.
necessary, we believe, to- lay out a large sum on the
block. The expenditure, without. doubt, was inereased
by the circumstances mentioned in paragiaphs 14 to 24,
and the debt would have been smaller had the Fund
received all the income appertaining to if, and been
relieved of the charges on account of the DMaster Atten-
dant’s Department and of the Dockyard,

. 26,65,000.

o
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27.  As there has ti been misapprehension on.
the point, we would observe that the existence of a large
debt to the Government is. quite compatible with perfect
soundness in the position of the Fund, and that, indeed,
were there no debt, there would be ground for the belief
that the charges on the Shipping had been too high ;
in order, however, that a clear distinction may be pre-
served between the legitimate debt connected with the
capital account of the Fund,. and. the debs, if any}
arising from inadequacy of income to meet all charges
belonging properly to the Profit and Loss Account of
the year, we would recommend that the capital debt
account be kept separately, and that no addition be made
to it without the a\.thonty of the Government specially
obtained.

28. " The charges properly belonging to the Profit-and
Loss or Revenue and Charge. Account of the year are at
present understood to comprise all expenses for establish-
ments, working and repairs, interest on debt, and @
sufficient sum to represent the depreciation of Port ves-
sels mooring, gear and other stock. This we consider to
be quite correct, and it-is essential, if the finances of the
Tund ave to be put on a thoroughly satisfactory footing,
that the income should be sufficient to leave a moderate
margin after providing for all these objects.

29. We propose then that the proper amount of the
capital debt of the Fund baving been once determined,
the same should ordinarily remain unchanged, the annual
amount of any surplus income, being carried to a reserve

account, instead of being applied to the reduction of the .
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capital debt. The objection that in this way the Fund
will be subjected "to a unnceessarily high charge for
interest, will be met by the investment of the reserve
fund.  We attach some importance to this proposal, as
it appears impossible to avoid the idea that the state
of the Fund is unsatisfactory, if it is necessary to take
adyance from the public Treasury on every occasion of
the renewal of any part of the Port block,

30. The Port having heen once equipped with such
appliances as are considered necessary, all subsequent
renewals should be made from the Fund formed out of
surplus income,

31. 'Should there be any considerable accumulation of
reserve funds ab any future time, it would be matter for
consideration whether there should be any re-adjustment
of the Port charges, or whether the fund should be
applied to improvements or to reduction of the capital
debt.

32, With respect to the deficit cansed by the excess of
ordinary expenditure over ordinary. income, we have duly
considered the sources of revenue available to the Tund,
and the nature of the charges borne by it. The revenue,
e find, is obtained partly under Act XXX, of 1857, and
partly under orders of the Hon’ble the Licutenant-
Governor.  The Port-dues and Harbour 1 asters’ fees
come under the first class, and in both eases tho rates
levied ave the highest allowed by law. Of the sceond
class are mooring hire and fees for use of the wreel
and anchor hoats, the scale of charge being entirely under

)
w

the control of the local Government. There are also
some miscellancous reccipts, as the earnings of the steam
dredge dgitator and the tank boat, sale proceeds of stores,
and magazine fees.

83. Among the items requiring ‘special notice, the
first appears to be the Port-dues, which arc in fact a
tonnage duty on vesscls entering the Port, and have been
paid hitherto by the merchant shipping only. They
reached the highest figure in 1864-65, and gradually de-
clined in the two succeeding years owing to the commer-
cial depression of that period ; but they have since steadi-
Iy increased, and may be expected to yield in fubure a sum:
of Rs. 2 lacs: annually, There is no probability of any:
immediate or material advance beyond this limit at the
prosent rate of duty, and to obtain a sufficient sum to
cover the deficit, will entail an increasc of the tonnage duty
to10 annas per ton.  We do mob consider that such an
‘enhancement of the duty would be politic in the i)rcscnt
circumstances of the Porb, as we shall have occasion to

explain,

34. Nomaterial inerease can he expected of the income
from Harbour Masters’ fees and carnings of anchor hoats,
and the completion of the jettics may diminish the pro-
ceeds of mooring lire, which is.daily a rate of charge for
the ocenpation of the Port moorings, fixed and swinging,
1t is levied according to a progressive scale, which in-
creases in the ratio of § annas for every additional 100"
tons up t0 1,000, and thereafter in the proportion of one
rupée for cvery additional 250 tons. The rates charged
in the months of June to October are double those which
-prevail in the rest of the year, This source of income wag

E
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greatly affected in 1864-65 and in 1867-68 by the cyclones
of those years, which damaged the moorings and rendered
them unprofitable for a time. The damage has since
been repaired, and the receipts in 1868-69 show a cor-
responding increase.

35.  The earnings of the steam dredge Agilalor are de-
rived principally from Government, and the large receipts
in 1866-67 and 1867-68 arosc from the employment of
that vessel during the famine in Orissn, Itis only in
certain seasons of the year, and under certain conditions,
that the Agitator can be engaged with advantage on the
special work of Teeping the channels open, and when sho
cannot be so employed, she is placed, as oceasion requires,
atb the disposal of Government.

86.. Adverting to the expenditure of the Port, it has
been indicated in paragraph 12 that the charges for
tablish t are not ptible of reduction, and this
view is fully borne out by the accounts for 1867-68 and
1868-69, and the expenditure incurred to date in the pro-

_senb year. On the other hand the expenditure for stores .

may_ be reduced by judicious and- economical manage-
ment, as already pointed out, and in view of the
prosent officient state of the Dlock, we have allowed for
a probable diminution of charge under this head in our
estimate for 1869-70, Appendix B. The rate of interest
now ' charged by Government is 5 per cent,, but in our
opinion it may properly be reduced to 44 per cent. with
effect from the present year, as that is the rate proposed
in the Bill which ib s intended to introduce into the
Couneil of the Licuterant-Governor ¢ better to provide
for the maintenance and improvemeny of the Port of

¥
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Caleutta.,”  Further relief may be afforded to the Revenue o \
Account by reducing the charge for depreciation on the - b
cost of the serew moorings from 10 to 2% per cent., and
this reduction, in our opinion, is necessary and quite un-
objectionable.” It would also be proper to reduce the
charge for depreciation on the value of the fire cngine y
hoat from 10 to 5 per cent., as she is built of iron and is i
subject to very little wear and tear.

_387. Supposing effect were given to tho foregoing pro-
positions for reducing the charges of the Fund, their
financial vesult would be as follows, and would still leave
a considerable deficiency to be covered ecither by an ad-
dition to the taxation of the Port, or by an annual con-

tribution from Government. n
S.

Estimated deficit in 1869-70, vide Appendix B. 38,29,400
Depucr— .

Abatement of charge on account of

Master Attendant’s Office ... Rs. 7,400
Abatement of charge on account of

Bholeahs 5 3,900
Abatement of charge on account of

Dockyard establishments w5 8,900
Abatement of interest . ... e, 18,820
Abatement of depreciation wee 5y 78,000

1,12,020 .
Deficit still remaining ... Rs. 2,17,380

* When 10 por cent. was fixed as the rate_for depreciation, regard was
had to the fack that the more durable and costly part of tho mooring stock,
the heavy auchors and cables, had been already supplied by the Government,
‘without charge, and that it was maiuly to the cost of new buoys, shackles,
and smaller gear liable to injury that the pereentage would apply. The
larger part of the expense of the now moorings consists in the cost of the
massive ground chain and the piles, both of which are caleulated to last for
very many years,
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38, "TFrom what we have stated ib will be scen that,
while possibly greater cconomy can be exercised in the
administration of affairs relating to the Port Tund, it is

.hm’d]y probable that, even with the most rigid scrutiny,

the anmwal ordinary expenditure can be kept within a
sum which will be coyered by the receipts from the Ship-
ping on the present basis of taxation. A Bill before His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor’s Gouncil proposes to
double the Porb-dues, but in consideration of the very
fadr share towards the cost of maintaining the Port in an
olficient state, which is already borne by the special class
of property that would be most affected by such an
increase, and the prominent position which it at present
occupies as one of, if not” the most expensive Port in the
world, it seems to us that such a measure should only be
resorted to as a last resource.

39. Asthe casestands ab present, the Shipping has
nominally to bear the entire expenses of lighting and
buoying the river from the Sandheads to C:\lcubéa, Jeeep-~
ing open and surveying the channels, and laying down
and preserving in a state of efficiency the moorings
within the limits of the Port, together with the various
cstablishments  necessary therefor.  Practically, the
Supreme Government is obliged to como forward and mect
from the National Exchequer large deficiencies in “the
Port Fund, and of late at short intervals, as shown by
the sum written off during the first seven years ‘of its
existence : say, Rs. 9,39,881-4-7 (vide para, 2), and an
indebtedness which it is estimated will amount $o
35,00,000 by the end of 1869-70. Tt cannot of course be
expected that the Shipping should - be taxed for the re-
payment of such swms as these, which have, toa great
extent, been incurred by reason of frequent eyclones ; and

i
i
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Iiis Txcellency the Governor Ceneral in Council has
admitted the responsibility of Government.in the matter
by offering to remit a large portion of the debt so soon
as the Porb I'und is pub in a solvent condition in regard
to ordinary annual income and expenditure. Tt has been
shown that the latter cannot be effected if even the Port-

“dues are doubled ; and it cannot be doubted, from the

immediate opposition shown in India and England to the
proposed measure of that nabure, what the cffect of it
would be on the Port. ’

40. TInstead of adopting such a course, it scems to us
that it would be better for the Imperial Government “to
annually contribute an amount suflicient to cover the ex-
pense of lighting and buoying the river, taking 3 out of
the 4 annas at present contributed by the Shipping
under the head of Port.dues towards reducing the cost.
“We think we can show that by this plan the rest of the
annual expenditure debited to the Port Fund would boe
so much less than the receipts from mooring hire and
Harbour Masters’ fees as to leave a surplus each year
towards a sinking fund for the renewal of moorings in
case of further.cyclones, after paying interest on the capi-
tal debt of the Fund.

*41.  As Government is already forced to come to the
aid of the Port Fund whenever it is in difficultics, and
the limit of such assistance is only bounded by its neces-
sities, the change to a voluntary annual contribution
would be more apparent than real, while it would doubt-.
less be more satisfactory to know that only a moderate
sum would be required for a series of years, and to have
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this amount regulated with tolerable exactness. Nor
does it seem unreasonable to ask that Government should
bear a share of the expense necessary for the proper
lighting, swrveying, and buoying of the channel, leading

to the capital of India. Assuming that the cost of

maintaining these works is at present kept as low as
possible, it is evident that the same annual outlay would
be required whether the Port were visited by 100 vessels
in ayear or by 1,000, while if from any cause the trade
of Calcutta should decrease to such an extent as to re-
quire only the smaller number of ships, it would never

be expected that the Port-dues should cover the ex-

penditure. Tt is clear therefore that the cost of keeping
open navigable communication between Caleutta and the
Sandheads is not in fairness entirely chargeable to com-
merce, for, on political grounds alone, this Port heing

- the only one of importance in Bengal, must be preserved.

42, That the Imperial Revenue is largely benefited by
the increased trade of Caleutta need hardly be pointed
out, nor the fact that producers of staple articles of ex-
port are enriched in proportion” to the quantity for
which a market is found, and the prices obtainable,
Whatever tends to enhance the cost of transportihg must
operate to the disadvantage of the. masses, especially
of an agricultural country, for the produce has to com-
pete in foreign markets with productions more or lesy
similar in chavacter of other States which may have
advantages of proximity, or of various other kinds,
to offset the cheap labor of more remote regions, TFrom
this point of view, the proposed question of raising the
Port-dues becomes divested of its local character,

-,
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43. The Government of India has already acknow-
ledged its liability to contribute to the maintenance of
Ports in the orders recently issued respecting the indebted-
ness of the Port Funds in British Burmah, the orders
being to the following effect :—* The Governor General
¢ in Council is ednvinced that it would be highly impolitic
“to add to the charges of the Ports of British Burmah,
“which already compete at a disadvantage with neigh-
“bouring foreign provinces, and he does not wish to
“press for the amalgamation of the Port Funds of
¢ Bassein and Rangoon, in order to provide for the deficit
« of the one from the surplus of the other. To appro-
“ priate in this way any portion of the small surplus of
“the Rangoon Fund would endanger its solvency, and
 the interests of the two Ports are not sufficiently con-
“ nected to male the measure just. The Government of
“India will, therefore, in case of need, be prepared to
¢ relieve these Ports of all the obligations now due from
“ them, and to contribute in future such funds as may be
¢ sufficient to maintain them in a state of efliciency with-
“ out overburdening the Shipping with charges.”

44. The obligation of tho Government to grant such
assistance is beginning to be recognised in England, and
in a recent debate in Parliament, although the House
did not record a decision, weighty arguments were pub
forward in favor of this view which has already been
adopted in the United States and in some of the leading
countries of Turope. In 1867 Parlinment passed a Bill

authorizing the Government to compound with the

Limerick Harhowr Commissioners a debt amounting with
interest to £230,000, and to advance to them a [urther
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sum not exceeding £20,000 for the purpose of construst-
ing a graving-dock, and otherwise improving the Port.
The grounds on which this assistance was granted appear
to have been that various projects for the improvement
of the Harbour, and especially a bridge which was to
have cost about £28,000, but had involved the expendi-
ture of £89,000, had cansed such a drain on the available
funds, that it became necessary to keep up shipping rates
and other Port-dues to an amount which had been found
to intexfere most _seriously with the progress of the city.
While Waterford, Cork, Belfast, and other 1>Iglcés had
been rapidly incroasing in the amount of their tonnage,
Limerick alone was going back, and Parliament accord-
ingly compounded the debt for a sum of £65,000, of
which £55,000 were commuted into a rent charge of
4:0729 per cent. to be paid by half-ycarly instalments for
a period of fifty years, and the balance of £10,000 was
ordered to be made a first charge on the tolls of the bridge
at 3% per. cenb. per annum. These concessions, it
was considered, would relieve the Harbowr from the
heavy dues which had tended to diminish the trade of
the Port ; and to place it ona level with the other neigh-
bowring Poxts, a special advance of £20,000 was ordered
for the construction of a graving-dock and other improve-

‘ments.  As a further instance of the same character,

we may refer to the Jaw which was passed in France in
1866, by which was abolished the tonnage-dues, which
weighed heavily on ships entering French Ports. The
same principle has been in operation with respect to the
TLondon Port-dues, in reference to which it has been
stated < thab it is highly desirable thab expert pilots,
Drilliant lights, and every other means that it is possible
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to devise, should be afforded to0 render navigation safe
and expeditious. But to sccure these advantages, it is
indispensable that the charges on their account should be

" moderate. If they he otherwise, navigators are nob

unfrequently tempted to vesort to what are less ex-
pensive, -though less sccure, chammels. This principle
has not, however obvious, been always kept sufficiently
in view either in this or in other countrics. During the

Jatter years of the war, and down to 1823, the charges

on account of docks, lights, pilotage, &e., on ships in the
Thames, and most other British Ports, were exceedingly
heavy, and would, no doubt, had they been maintained,
have materially injured our commerce. We are glad,
however, to have to state that the civeumstances now
alluded to have been materially, or rather wholly, changed
within the last 20 or 30 years. In 1825 the various
dock monopolics expired ; and a very greab reduction has
since been made in the charges on account of the docks,
which,.as already scen, arc now very moderate.”

45. We propose thercfore that the expenses of the
Port outside the boundaries, comprising the cost of light-
ing, surveying, and buoying the channels, should be
defrayed by the State, which should take credit for 3
annas per ton, or 75 per cent. of the Port-dues. The
expense to Government which this arrangement would
involve may he stated as follows i—
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Establishments of the ¢ Agitator,” Surveyand  Rs.
Buoy Vessels, Light Vesscls and Light
Houscs w 1,583,500

Cost of stores and ropairs ... 2,10,000 -
Two-thirds of the cost of the Office Dshb-
lishment of the Port Fund lf)i()(')
3,83,000

Depver—Port-ducs at 8 anmas per

ton v Rs. 1,50,000

Sale proceeds of stores,.&e. ,, 10,000
——— 1,60,000
2,20,000
Rs. 2,23,000 lcpwvcnts the chal oo for the present year
1869-70. In addition to this, the-State would provide the
cost of the two new Lights Vessels which are set down
in Appendix B. at Rs. 2,05,000, and would take over
from the I'und the Agitater, the Light Houses, and the

Surveying, Buoy, and Light Vessels,

46. In considering the cffect on the Tand itself of the
arrangements we now propose, the first point is that of
the amount of the capital debt of the Fund. We think
that to facilitate a scttlement, the Fund may properly
'\cccpt as a part of the debt the aggregate of the losses
on the Profit and Loss Accounts of the past five years,
as stated in the published accounts

:wm 65 ... Rs. 2,85,649 N
1,790,688 of the Tund. The remainder of the
43 ‘
}ﬁ%m debtmust be such a sumi as will
46,181

- cover the value of the present bloclk
TotalRs. ... 178,811 of the Porb, and the value of such

N

43

additional block as may he necessary for the complote -

cquipment of the Port,
These sums may be taken as follows :—
Aggregate of deficits on Profit and Loss Ac- Rs.
count, 186465 to 1868-69 e 12,79,000
Block on Ist April 1869 Appendix C, about 12,55,000
Amount required to completo moorings,
&e., say 5,66,000
Total Rs. 31,00,000
The interest on- Rs.  81,00,000 will be Rs. 1,39,500,
and the position of the Fund will be.as follows :—
Rs. Rs.
Port-dues ab 1 anna per ton we 50,000
Mooring hire - .. 2,75,000
Harbour Masters’ fees w. 1,25,000
Other receipts o w. 47,000
———4,97,000

Establishment of the Harbour
" Master’s Department, Boats, and

Moyapore Magazine «. 2,00,000
Stores and repairs w 75,000
Qne-third cost of Office Establishment 9,800
Interest on debé .. 1,39,500
424,300

Balance Rs. ... 72,700

47. His Excellency the Viceroy in Council has ex-
pressed a willingness to remit a large portion of the'
existing debb whenever the Tund may be put on a basis
to meet ordinary annual expendibure out of ordinary
annual income, and there can be but little doubt that
sooner or later the entire amount would have to lie can-




44

eelled, as it is shewn in paras. 33 and 39 of this report,
that éven the proposed measurc of doubling the Port-
dues would not suffice to meet the déficit, much Iess to
allow of any reduction of the sum for which the fund is
indebted to Government. This debb is expected at the
close of the present financial year to stand at Rs. 35,00,000
(para. 25), and if to thissum be added simple interest ab
4% per cent., the debt at the close of a further period of

+10 years will amount to Rs. 50,75,000. On the other

hand, should the Government he pleased to accept the
proposal we have sketched, they would have to pay
Rs. 2,23,000 per annum (para. 45), or ab the close of 10 years
Rs. 22,30,000, shewing a difference in favor of the scheme
suggested of nearly Rs.. 24,00,000 after allowing for
interest on the ammual payments. Under this samo
scheme the Port Fund will not only be- able to mect its
annual expenditure, including interest to Government at
4% per cent. on the debt of Rs. 81,00,000 mentioned in
para. 46, bub will also have accumulated Rs. 72,700
annually (para. 46), or Rs. 7,27,000 at the end of 10
years, provided there are no extraordinary demands on

the TFund for replacement of block. The accumulated

sum of Rs. 7,27,000 would ‘yield by investment
Rs. 1,65,000 as interest. Tt will be scen furthor that repairs
have been provided for in the ostimated expenditure
(para. 46), so that the whole of this accumulated balance
would be available for renewal of or addibions to Dlock,
or, if mot required for these purposes, tu the partial
liquidation of the debt duc to Government, Should the
amount available for transfer to the Reserve Fund prove
to be less than the sum cxpeeted, and equal only to
Rs, 50,000 annually, still the Fund in 10 years will havo

=
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accumulated Rs. 6,14,000. Aball events an end would he
put by theser
Government for assistance which have proved so incon-
venient and unsatisfactory.

48, We had intended to submit, for the consideration
of Government, a recommendation that the affairs of the
Port should be administered by a Board, in which the
commercial and trading interests should be represented,
and that its accounts should be audited by an agency in-
dependent of the Marine Deparbment. These objects,
however, will be fully sccured by the appointment of the
proposed Commissioners, and by the audit contemplated
in Section 52 of the proposed Bill.

49.  The conclusions at which we have drrived may be
recapitulated as follows :—

L—That the Fund in some instances has not received
credit for all its dues, and has been charged with items
not belonging to it.  (Paras. 4 to 11.)

IL—Thab the system of obtaining Dockyard supplics
is susceptible of improvement. (Paras. 14 to 22.)

TIL.—That the Fund cannot be placed in a solvent and
satisfactory condition by any increase to its present
sources of income, or by a reduction of ifs expenditure,
(Paras. 25 to 39.)

IV.—That the Government participates in the benefib
of the Port, and should therefore share in the expenses
of it. (Paras. 4, and 40 to 44.)

rrangements to those repeated calls on the -

~,
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DivIsIoN OF T0R FOREGOING EXPENDITURE,

Port,

Tund,  Fomine. Govt- ot

N . Bengal,
All other stores, establishment, depreciation, &e., to

be divided proportionately to days of active cmploy-
ient

1t Wy of 12,674
17 of . I
w5 of

Rs. A, P.
Total amount to be credited to Port Fund 04,52}7 00
Amount already admitted and paid e 73927 8 ¢

Amount o be brought to eredit e 20,639 7 6
R ey

-STEAM DREDGE AGITATOR,

-~
From 1st April 1867 to 31s¢ March 1868, “
Earroviest, EXrENDITURE,
X . Days. Hours, Rs.
Dredging, Surveying, &o. oo 117 696 Coal, English 50,500
Towig Port Fund Vessels woon 733 Gountey 6838
Famine Relicf Operations .o 38 332 Oil'and Engine-room stores 4,229
1qwm g and proceeding on account of Other stores . ”
Goyemmeut of Bengal w00 72 742 Builder's account for repairs -
Engineer’s »
ot Provisions
. Wi, Arsenal storeg .
Bxpenditure of Coal per hour, English 22°9 Establishment
Country 270 Depreciation
60,006
1,21,573

DrvisioN oF THE ABOVE EXPENDITURE,

Conl supplied for Dredgifiy was half

country and half Brigfish, Price of 1
ton mixed csal Rs.-23-8.

Fund. Famine,” Govt.
o, Tons, Port Fund. Famin - orty
2478 ewt. mixed coal lasts 1 hour, con-

sumption of 696 hours = 696 X 247

Cost_at Rs. 23-8 per ton = 20,257
English Coal for Famine Relief opera- B
tions, expenditure for 322 howss at .. at 35-8= .. 13,099
Balance of Coal Rs. 23,982 to be divided
between Port Fund and Government,
Bengal, in proportion to hours employ- .
ed in Towing S5 of 1,025 .
732 of 22,957
Oil and Engine-room Stores divided in . i
proportion to hours under-steam ... Ay of  4229= 1720 .
2 of 0 . 759 .
Ty of . 1,750 -
All other Stores, establishment, depre- . b
ciation, &e., to be divided proportion-
ately to days of active employmet ., i34 of .
=% of 9,745
o of 18,463
Total. 54,800 23,603 43,170
) Rs. A.-P.
Total amount to be eredited to Port Fund . 66773 0 0
Amount of clajm already adjusted w. 87550 8 0
Balance to be brought to credit . 29,222 8 0
P Balance due on account of 1866-67 e 20,639 7 6

E. W. KELLNER,
[ . Secretary to the Committes,
| . .
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APPENDIX B. ACCOUNT. ;
REVENUE. > - i
I Actuass, |Estisars, | Bxenaxarony
EXPENDITURE. 186869, | 1869-70. Restancs,
Actuars, | BsTivaTE, Exrrnaxarony
Twcoxr. 186869, | 1869-70. Ruans,
" Establishments i— R I
| Agitator e e . 24160 | 20,300
Re. R

Survey and Buoy Vessels .| 59,900 | 60,000
Floaling Light Vessels ... 65,716 60,500
7,068 6,700

Porbducs T we .| 194670 | 2,00,000

Mooring bire ... « ... .| 275174° 275,000
Light Houscs

Harbour Masters’ foos | 1,26670 | 1,265,000
Harbour Master’s Dopart-

Wrock and Auchor Departmont| © 34,585 |- 85,000 (This ineludes refunds ueut TARAR | LFLI00 (Tho oxcom fn 1000 :
on account of salva provides for the
Teuk Boat v met| 4000 | paide divem salary of§ additionsl
: men” sanctioned by
Moyaporo Magazine... 3,345 3,500 anvcntnnsn,h b]nt not
. yob entertained.
Earnings of Agitator |, esse2| 25,000
N 59 ot g L i . Bloledbs and Pansways .| 3,000 | 3,000
Tines ... 819 1,000
) . ’ Offico o e ) 20417 | 21,000 {Annual increment to
Misecllancous ... .| 1,199 1,000 Doy of establishment-
e of ol Mastor Attondant’s Office (j)] 13,866 | 13,400
, ) alo of old Stores ... .. 22,204 | 12,000 The credit 69 :
[ Defieis 346']81 son400 cou:lprﬁ;a mu,lfai..?. Suporintendent, Dockyard () 5,227 | 6,200
o . oficit ... .| 3,46, y v
T Lo 4400 | coeds of 2 yean, Builder and Swrveyor. (1) 5,207 5,300
o 10,87,750 | 10,10,900 Chiet g o
{ i - ; i ief IEngincer e () 3,557 3,600
;o
oo . ! Naval Storekeeper .. (3)] 5,087 5,100
| i .
[ o 1\ i Custom Houso 1,181 |+ 1,200
i P iscollancous U7 I
; N " J N Tire Engine Boats ... ... 6,393 6,400
A Moyapore Magazine ... 2, X
) | yap 5 2083 3,000
P
I \ ,,{ Mooring Boats, Experiment,

&e. 20,321 20,300

Tank Boab

[ i

Wreek and Anchor Boats .| 10,248 | 10,300
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i AcTuarLs, Esmn’vrr,, EXPLANATORY
Exeexpirons. 1868-69.” | 1869-70. RENARKS,
Divers.paid by Salvage 5504 | 6,000
Destruction'of Wrecks 08| c,

Interest o .-
Arsenal for blue lights
Dockyard for Stores & Repairs,

Depreciation
‘Dad Billswritten off ...

Miscellancous

1,09,687 | 1,88,200 [Interest at 5 per cont.
on Rs. 27,64,000.

8,002 8,000
3,38,361

186869, and reduc-
tion generally in
dockyard charges.

1,62,318 | 1,80,000 [Enhanced value of

13,914
237
10,37,759 | 10,10,000

CAPITAL ACCOUNT.

Light Vessels PR
Surveying Vesscls and Boats...
Wreek and Anchor Boats
Tarbour Master's Bozts

Moorings ...

Chamnel Buoys ...

Dlanct
3,080 | 2,200 OneRow

12,405 nil,

1,183,782 | 2,05,000 %Mr/cor. Rs.1,25,000
| 000

33,028 | 10,000 One heave-up Boat,

1
-] 1,61,820 | 4,00,000 Actual expenditure to

September Rs,
2,02,000. The new
moorings are now
in the nor-

9,060 9,000

1%
L
EX

Fire Engine Boats, &e.

thern division of the
612 vil. [ Dort.

3,34,477 I 6,26,200

. W. KELLNER,

Seerctary to the Committce,

53

APPENDIX C.
Valuc on 1st April 1869 of the Block of the Caleutia Port Fund. — ~

DescrierioN or Proreery. Vavve, ToTan.
Rs, s,
QursIDL BOUNDARTES— .
Chanel Buoys 52,021
Diamond Harbour Moorings 980
Tloating Light Vessls ... 4,60,513
78,326

Light Houses
Agilator

Surveying Vossels e

Wirms 1nz Bouspanizs—
Anchor Moorings
Serew Moorings
arbowr Masters' Boats ...
Fire Engine Doats
Wreck and Anchor Boats. .
Tank Boat
Bholeabss and Pansways ...

Moyapore Magazine

| 231,404

1,20,625

9,52,859

——| 1250721

22,12,610

* OF this sum Its. 4,924 ave the value of {he 1

able Lo Government.

Pholealis stated in para. 10 to ke charge~
E. W. KELLNER,
Sceretury to the Committce.
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Port Improvement Trust.

The necessary legislation for the constibution
of this body was introduced into the local Coun-
cil some months ago, hut finding that the measure
proposed only to give the Commissioners charge

of the river bank, excluding them from the °

management of the Port proper, the Committee
at once communicated with the Government of
Bengal with a view to obtaining for the Bill
before the Council a somewhat wider scope.
" These communications will be found below,
and their rosult may be briefly stated,—to the
cffect that although the Lieutenant-Governor did

not consider the Committee of the Chamber en-
titled, with reference to anything which had

passed previously; to express disappointment at
the Bill' as originally introduced, His Honor has
Deen pleased largely to comcur in their views,
and has added to the Bill certain clauses empow-
cering the local Government at any time to extend
the sphere of the Board of Commissioners by
making over to them the duties and powers
of conservators of the Port as defined by the
Act.  The effect of this would be what the
Commitice desire, viz. that the whole Port pro-
per should be under the exclusive control of
the Commissioners in all ifs departments, an
arrangement from which the Committee would

e
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anticipate the best results as regards economi-

cal and efficient management. Although the

clauses referred to merely give power to the

Bengal Government to hand over the whole Port

to the Commissioners when they_think proper,

the Committee are led to hope, from. the letber

dated 29th April tothe Government of India, (vide

page 76) that, should the propositions contained

therein  be approved of, the Licutenant-Gover-

.mor looks forward to the completion of tho

Trust on the more extended basis. at no very

distant date. It will be observed that the Iieu-

tenant-Governor does not propose to give the

Commissioners any control over the river be-

yond the limits of the Port, and although the

Committee did at one time advocate a measure -
by which the whole 120 miles of Pilots’ water

should be under the Board, more mature consi-’
deration has led them to acquicsce in the less

extensive scheme. The management of the Port

proper will afford the Commissioners at first a

not excessive and well defined sphere of action,

and the Committee doubt not th'ab, in the event of
this experiment proving as successful as they

anticipate, Government will not be indisposed

to consider hercafter the larger mcasure which

will probably, by that time, befreed from some
of the difficultics which now surround its adop-

tion.
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L'rom Chamber of Commerce Lo (Youl. of Bengal.

Caleutia, 28th February 1870;.

I am desired by the Commitlee of the Chamber of
Commerce to request you will be so good as to state

“for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Go-

vernor thal they are in receipt of intelligence regard-
iig the proposed Bill to provide for the maintenance
and jmprovement of the Port of Calcutta which, if it
be confirmed by the Report of the Select Committee,
Dlaces the entire question of the Port Trust at complete
variance with its constitution and objocts as defined by
the supreme Governinent and understood by the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

If the Report of the Select Committee has been bpre-
sented to the Government of Bengal, and if His Honor
will permit the Chamber to be furnished with a copy of
it, the Committee will be glad of the opportunity of
considering in what respects the provisions of the Bill
are likely to be modified, .

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal,
Caleutia, 9th March 1870,

Although the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
have not received an acknowledgment of their letter of
the 25th ultimo, regarding the Bill for the maintenance
and improvement of, the Port, the apprehensions they
then expressed as to the probable modification of the
constitution of the proposed Poxt Trust haye been amply

=
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confirmeld by the publication in this day’s Gazette of the
Sclect Committee’s Report on the Biil and of the Bill as
amended in accordance with that report: and they are
of opinion that while the proposals of the Select Com-
mittee do not warrant their recommendation that the
Bill may be passed as amended, there is abundant reason
why the Bill in its original unaltered state should be
re-committed for further consideration: and they res-
pectfully appeal to the Hon’ble the Licutenant-Goverior
that the amended Bill be not proceeded with in His

. Honor’s Council,

After the many years discussion which has attended
the original plan of a River Trust it is impossible for the
Committee to refrain from expressing their disappoint-
ment at the singular issuc involved in this last report.

The proposed establishment of a Trust the jurisdic-
tion of which was to have extended from the northern
limit of the Port to the Sandheads, the entire river
cstablishment in every department under Government
Tieing placel unler the authority of the Trustecs, has
been dwarfed to a plan of a commission entrusted with
the charge of the wharves and jetties of the Port, and a
large and comprehensive scheme has been reduced to the
dimensions of au insignificant measure capable of heing
conducted without the claborate machinery of a formal
legislative enactment, and the supervision ol a corpora-
tion whose duties would appear to be not very far re-
moved from the duties of ordinary wharfingers, and which
could be sufficiently discharged by an agency less costly
and less cumbersome than i+ now proposed.

I
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In asking for the re-commitment, of (his Bill for alter.
ations and additions the Committee 4o soin the carnest
hope that ITis Honor the Licutenani-Governor will give
such instructions as shall restore the measure {0 its former
character as always understood by the Chamber ‘and
implied in the original fitle which ias Bill to provide
{or the maintenance and improvement of the Port of Cal-
cutta, and not a Bjll for merely fnci]imbing the linding
ad shipping of goods, E

The Committee are of opinion that if such a Trust is
desirable and isto be capable of rendering good service
alike to the Government, and the Trade of Calentin ig
must have under it the whole Management and control of
the Port, within the linits of which no other authority
musl exist save always that of (he local Government.

The Committee beg leave to remind the Licutenan(-
Governerhow (he revenues of the Port have been wasted
in time past, and wonld respeetfully bu carnestly
express the eonviction that any measure which dues nog
put the whole income and expenditure of the Porg
under the proposed Trust will fail to cemmand (he confi-
dence and practical co-operation of the Mercantile com-
munity whose support Ijs Honor has expressed himself
desirous of obtaining, :

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber })f Commerce.
Caleutta, 290 March, 1870,

T am dirccted by the Licutenant-Governor to ackunow-

|
{
g
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receipt of your letters of
No.570, Qutod thisday, na1€0gC the  receip N
aft of seelions r

o pamgaph s ! the 28th ultimo and 9th instant, nntl.
to forward for the information of the Chamber, copy of
theletter marginally noted, addressed. to the Governntcnb
of India in the Public Works Department, on the points
raised by the Chamber, in conncetion with the mensures
now under discussion for the xh:\inlvgxn:xllce and improve-
ment of the Port ol Calcutta.

L'rom Government of Bengal to Government of Indic.
Caloutia, 29th March 1870.

. 3
After the correspondence with the Government of
Jrow Goserumont of engal, to Government of Tt India, m a1-

No. 3109, dated 81t May 1569, ginally noted,
From Governmont of Indin, No. 415, duted 5th July 1500 S0y

" " of Bongal, ,, 4126, ,, 8th a Bill < better
” » of India, ,, 520, !‘VH:‘A\\Ig. 8600 4, provide for
" " of Bengal, ,, 4747, ,, lth .

" of Iudin, ,, 889, , st the  mainte-

)1:;.ncc and improvement of the Port of Caleutta,” was pre-
pared by the Assistant Secretary to this Government in
the Legislative Department, and was published in the
Caleutta Gazetle -during the month of September.

2. The Bill was subsequently brought before the
Licuténant-Governor's Council on the 15th of January,
was referred to a Scleet Committee, and was again pub-
lished in the Celculta Qazette.

3. While the Bill was before the Seleet Committee,
the Licutennnt-Governor was given to understand that

some of the clauses restricting the powers of the Com-
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missioners  were regarded with disfavor by the non-
official members of the Council, but eventually the

clauses relating to the functions and authority of the L

Commissioners were for the most part accepted by the
Comnmittee, the only material exception being the elision
of Section 27 of the Bill, which provided that the Com-
missioners should be obliged to record any resolution i
when directed by the Licutenant-Governor to do so.
This section was inserted in compliance with the orders
of. the Government of India, that the local Government
should be able not only to exercise a power of veto. on all
the proceedings of the Trust, but also to require the
Trust to give cfféct to any instructions issued for its !
guidance.

4. It was not until the 10th of March that the
Licutenant-Governor became aware that the Bill was
likely to be received with disfavor by the mercantile com-
munity. A letter then received from the Chamber of
Commetce, dated 9th March, informed the Licutenant-
Governor that disappointment was felt with the general
scope of the mensure, while subsequent communications
from the President of the Chamber, and a letter from
Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie and Co., (which firm does
not belong to the Chamber of Commerce) have evinced
a very strong feeling against the restrictions which ‘
the Bill imposes on the authority of the Commissioners.

5. With respect to- the first point, wiz., the general A
scope of the measure, the following extracts from the
letter of the Chamber of Commerce will best show the
" views which are entertained : — i

Gl

« After the many years discussion which has attend-
“ed the o;'igixlnl plan of ariver Trust, it is impossible
« for the Committee to refrain from expressing their disap-
“ pointment at the singular issue involved in this last
« report. The proposed cstablishment of a Trust, the
« jurisdiction of which was to have extended from the

< northern limit of the Port to the Sandheads, the entire

« river establishment in every department under Govern-
“ment being placed under the authority of the Trustecs,
“ has been dwarfed to a plan of a commission entrusted
« withthe charge of the wharfs and jetties of the Port, and
¢ a large and comprehensive scheme has been reduced to
< {he dimensions of an insignificant measure capable of
< being conducted without the claborate machinery
« of a formal legislative enactment, and the supervision of
¢ a corporation whose duties would appear to be not very
« far removed from the duties of ordinary wharfingers,
<« and which could be sufficiently discharged by an agency
«less costly and less cumbersome than is now pro-
“posed. ” * o *

«The Committee are .of opinion that if such a Trust
< ig desirable and is to be capable of rendering good service
« alike to the Government and the trade of Calcutta, it
« must have under it the whole management and control
«of the Port, within the limits of which no other autho-
« rity must exist save always that of the local Government.

“The Committee beg leave to remind the Licutenant-
« Governor how the revenues of the Port have been wasted
“in time past, and would respectfully but ecarnestly

« express the conviction that any measure which does not
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“ put the whole income and expenditare of the Port under
““ the proposed Trust, will fail to command the confidence
“ and practical co-operation of the mercantile community,”

6. Tt will be remarked that in these extracts the
views of the Chamber are not signified with precision.
In one paragraph they speak of ‘a jurisdiction from the
northern limit of the Port to the Sandheads : in another
they appear to limit their suggestion to the management
and control of the Port. The Licutenant-Governor
believes that the latter expresses the real wishes of the
mercantile community, for ina report recently made by
a Committee, of which the President and Vice-President
of the Chamber were members, on the affairs of the Port
Fund, the specific proposal is that the Port only shall be
madeover to a Trust or Board of Commissioners, the
navigable channels beyond the limits of the Port remain-
ing, us at present, under the Govcrnment.

7. The Liculenant-Governor is of opinion that (he
arrangements connceted either with such a measure as that
Tast veferred to, or with the larger measure of placing both
the Port and the viver down to the Sandheads, including
the light vessels, under a Board of Commissioners, will
require very careful consideration, and that it would be
inexpedient to take any such step until the Commissioners
under the Bill as it now stands have been some little
time established, and experience has been obtained of the
working of such a constitution in connection with the
immediate objects of (hie Bill as now drawn,

8. But the Licutenant-Governor has. no  objection

PR
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tolook forward to the possible extension of the Commis-

-sioners’ functions, and would propose in that view, with

the approval of His Ixeellency the Governor General,
toadd to the present Bill some sections which will énable
such an  extension .to be carried out hereafter. T am
desired fo submit a draft of scctions which have been
prepared for this purpose for Iis Lxcellency’s considera-
tion.

9. The Licutenant-Governor feels bound, however,
to add upon this part of the subject that the history of
the case does not appear to warrant either the expecta-
tion which the Chamber of Commerce appear-to have
entertained, or the feeling of disappointment which is
expressed in their letter. Itis true that in June 1863,
it was proposed by the Government of Tndia to create a
Trust which should” have charge of the Port and the
river and  ““ be enfrusted with the care of the moor’]ngs,
lights, &e. pilotage of the Hooghly,—everything in short
as far s the Sandheads,” and that the proposal was at
the time aceepled with favor by the Chamber of Com-
merce.  But this proposal was at no time taken up by
the local Government, nor was it pressed by the Govern-
ment of India.  For nearly two years it remained with-
out notice ; and in March 1865 the local Government
reported in strong terms against it. Meanwhile the
Committee of which the Hon’ble My, Taylor was Presi-
denthad been appointed by the Covernment of India, to
report on the question of a railway bridge over the
Hooghly, and “ on other matlers connected with the con-
verienee of the trade and shipping of Caleutta.” The
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mercantile community was represented on this Committee
by Mr. D. Cowie, Mr. J. N. Bullen and Mr. G. Ross,
The Committee did not adopt the extensive plan put for-
ward by the Government of India in 1863, but limited
their recommendations to a measure of exactly the dimen-
sions subsequently assumed by the Bengal Act X, of
1866. 'Nor, when that Act was passed, was it in any way
disn]ﬁproved by the mercantile community, sofar as the
Licutenant-Governor is aware, save in respect to the onc
point of the Trust being connected with the Municipa-
lity of Caleutta, in a manner which was deemed likely to
be injurious to the interests for which the Trust was epeci-
ally created,

10. Hence, when it became necessary to supersede
Act X, of 1866, the only objectin view was to change
the constitution of the Trust, not to enlarge the pur-
Pposes for which it was created.

11 With respéct to the second ground of objection
taken to the Bill, viz., the restrictions imposed on the
authority of the Commissioners, the Licutenant-Gover-
nor thinks that again he cannot more clearly show the
views which are entertained than by giving the follow-
ing extracts from the letter received from Messis, Glad-
stone, Wyllie and Co., and from A communication made
“to the Licutenant-Governor by the President of the
Chamber of Commerce :-—

Letter from Messrs, Gladstone, Wyllic and (.

2. “ We consider this Bill objectionable both in prin-
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““ciple and detail,~in principle beeause all the powers
it confere are practically conferred on the Government
“of Bengal, not on the Commissioners, and in detail as
¢ regards many of its most important pr?v)sions.

3. It scems to us that there are only two ways in
““which the Trust, which it is now proposed to create,

“can be worked with any approach to cfliciency,—ecither .

“Dby constituting ita Government Department, adminis
“tered entirely by Government officers and subject as
“such to the orders of Government in every respect, or
“ by constituting it an independent body with all the
““ necessary powers and authority, and subject to Govern-
““ment control only in matters of the first importance, the
“nature and scope of which ehould be clearly defined.
Of these alterations we decidedly prefer the second, in-
“asmuch as we do not think that the work of the Trast
“ can be carried on so satisfactorily withowut as it might be
“with the assistance of persons versed in mercantile
“affairs, but we should rather learn that the first :ther?
“ native would be resorted to than that the present Bill,
*“which appears to us to reduce the powers of the Com-
“ missioners to a "point incompatible with any-real efli-
““ciency, had been passed into law. It is unreasonable,
“we think, to expect that merchants whose time is al-
“ready sufliciently occupied, should devote themselyes
“ with the necessary diligence to the working of an 'Acb
“ which practically constitutes them little more than
“ subordinate exceutive officers of Government,

4. < Having expressed so decided an opinion regard-
““irg the principle of the Bill, itis perhaps hardly neces-

I

i
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“sary to trouble you with any lengthened remarks on ity
“details, bub it scems to us that some of these are very
“ objectionable ; those, for example, which provide for
“ the appointment of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
““by Government alone, without reference to the genceral
“body of Commissioners; which interfere  with the
“ellective control of the Commissioners over their oflicers;
- “and which authorise the Government to disallow
“any and every resolution of the Commissioners, Ve
“ think that the provisions relating to the. estimates and
““ the compulsory clauses ave also objectionable, and there
*“are other points, some of them perhaps of minor im-
““ portance, which seem to cal] for amendment,

8. “We think the whole scope and meaning of the

““Act as it now stands is to constitute the Licutenant-
““Governor “ {he Commissioncx‘,” with certain very sub-
““ordinate officers under him, and if that js the intention
*“that it would be better to declare it and to avoid the
*Ccomplications and divided responsibility likely to ensuc
“under the provisions nowy proposed.”

Lelter from Presid.nt of the Chander.

“We never anticipated a control of the detailed
““cumbersome nature provided in {he B
“members of the Trust beco,
““onlinate officers of {he Gov
“really little power
“kind,  The con trol 1
““defined one, in matt
“ and alienation of 1y

and
ill, by which the
me nothing more than sub-
crnment of Bengal, having
or discretion left {o {l,
ooked for was -
¢rs g reat, such ag

em of any
neral, yet .well-
the trustee-ship
nds or works ; appointment of Com-
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“ missioners; raising of loans; audit, and p:\ym.c);l, of
< interest to Government. With full control ovtfl]h:‘sc
«and perhaps also over large contracts, and W“ll l.txc
« further inalienable provision that the same ﬂut)o{l y
¢ which called the Trust into existence \vtzuld at any time
¢ determine it, surely the Government is suﬂic)cut.ly s.e-
“ cured, without the endless references and vetocs 1{\(10]—
“duced. I understood this measure was to be an approach
*“to the system of Harbour Trusts so common and so sllllc—
“cessful in their working at Imme,buti(Go.vcrnm.ent.rca y
“ mean this and think a body of Commissioners dcsl\'n})lc,‘
< then they must be prepared to put in them a far lmgclh
<“amount of confidence than the Bill impzu't.s. I canno
< think such was the intention, but 111e.pmct1cal renderul\g
“ig very much this,—that Comm?ssmners are to Jtz
*“appointed, but to be endowed wuh. the mlulmum. f)
«“power and discretion, and to be dlstrslsted at -O.WI,Y
“turn. I fecl myself constrained to ob,]-ect to this ex-
“cessive and detailed interference, as hk(fly ‘to prove
“most cumbersome in working, and as indicating a
<« want of confidence which will tend to keep away {rom
«the Board those whom Government in the interests
“of the Port would be most likely to.sclect, but who
“will not give their time and att'cnlwn un]t.:ss l'l)ciy
“see prospect of real benefit resulting to the interests
“{they represent.”

12. The Licutenant-Governor lm's‘ alr?ady .st.ated lm
his minute of the 23rd July last that, in his opl.mon, : lcr
instructions communicated to him by the Gover m-nfu or
Tndia, enjoined a closer and more absolule .conlm ::.c'
the proceedings of the Commissioners than is necessary,
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but he hopes that if some moderate concession on the
point is made, and if the proposed additional duties cii-
larging the scope of the measure are approved Dby the
Government of India, no serious diffeulty will arise
from this cause.

13. As regards the appointment of both Chairman
and Vice-Chairman being made by the Government, it
may be explained that this has been thought advisable,
because under the Bill as now amended, it is contemplated
that eithér the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman may be
the paid and working member of the Commission, Ttis
intended that in the first instance the Viee-Chairman
shall hold this Dosition, but inasmuch as hereafter it may
seem desirable to give the position to the Chairman, pro~
vision for that contingency has been made by vesting the
appointment of both Chairman and Vice-Chairman in
he Government.

14. Ithas been already mentioned that the clause em-
powering the Licutenant-Governor « (o require the Trust
to give effect to any instructions issued for its guidance”
has been struck out of the Bill.  The Licutenant-Gover-
nox hopes that this will not be objected to by the Gover-
nor General in Council, and he will be glad if His Tx-
cellency in Council should also be willing to consent to
the omission of the clause which enables the Licutenant-

Governor “to exercise a power of welo on all the pro-
ceodings of the Trust,”

15. In respect of their

executive {unctions,the Licute-
nant-Governor is of opir

vion that large authority may
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properly and safely be given to the Commissioners, an'd
that it is not expedient that lh?y‘ should be put,_1 1ln
respeet of those functions, in a position of sucl'x comg cte
subordination to Government as would constitute 1'1£r1n
in fact servants of the Government, and as such mG e
to receive orders from day to day, or \\'llertex'le‘ (h? C c:
vernment might sce fit, as to the manner of discharging
the ordinary and current dutics of their trust.

16. It may be said perhaps that it cannolﬁ 1);
reasonably contemplated that the .Government wou
use the unvestricted power of interference gwe.n
to it by law, except when it \Yﬂs.clearly neitslsmi
to do so for the protection of publ‘lc interests. . (:TD
experience of public business in this countr?',]:\nt o A .;f
complex conditions and inﬂuenc.cs under \v-]ncl .muc ™
the business of Government is }wcess:\nly h:ms:\c‘ 3
here as elsewhere, leads the qutcnnut-Gover?mY o
Delieve that this cannot be safely assumed. And ev cr:
if it could be, it is obvious to remark that even the mos|
confident assurances that interference was ?ot ccfmcm-
plated by Government, except in mam::rs of impor tl‘}nc'ci
would still, it is probable, fail to \'.eco.ncllc the no.n-o‘ 101;\
gentlemen whose co-operation it 1§ mtend(?d to mv:(?, _[?
the poéilion which the Commissl?ncr.s will .Occ“l:]},l::
under the terms of the "Act which incorporates IC’ ,
the Government is vested with .«: ny;cmnplf:lc p’ob\ie:l
of . control over all their proceedmgs,. and is c.n:x c(1
« to require them to give effcct to any instructions issuc

for their guidance.”

17. With respect to other matiers the Licutenant-

R —
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Go'vernor quite agrees that the power of Government
to intervene and control should be full and eﬂ'ect")
He considers, for example, that the objection smted“be-
Mess.rs. Gladstone, Wyllie and Co. to the r‘ ione
relating to the estimates goes too far. The s[;cz'vmoui
the.Bill which relate to estimates are section ;‘;"30&‘
sections 47 to 49.  Secction 35 refers to estimates for ’“"
won:ks and requires that no new work shall be comme: le“l'
until the estimate has been sanctioned by the Iocnlnéet-
vernment or the Government of India, as the case ma bo
Such a provision as this is idered by the Li ‘ly ‘e
Governor to be indispensable, having regard to the cir-
cumstances under which the Trust will be constitut d-
and to the almost cerbainty that, besides the orif'imlul cb!:
Lo.lhe State, the money required for future :)c;w‘(ioe
will also be advanced by the State. Sections ;7 ltu :s
refer to the annudl estimate of income and expeudit?n‘ ;
and here also ‘it seems to ilie Lieutemnt-Govcrno(i"
tobe proper that the estimate should be submitted to

+ Government, and should be subject (o such modificalion
ation,

as regar ' i
: “eggds the proposed expenditure more particularly
as the Government may think it right to require,

qu. The enclosures of this lotter are a copy of the
“I las a.m.endcd by the Select Committee, and draft of
Unc additional sections, to the general object of whicl
ic approval of the : ral i s so0.
o 2 Governor General in Council is so-

Drart Sgerioxs.

I‘L shall be lawlul for the Licutenant-Governor of

Py »

|
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Bengal, with. the previous sanction of -the Governor
General in Council, at any time after the passing of this
Act, by an order published in the Culeuila Gazelle, to
confer on the Commissioners the powers of the Conser-
vator of the Port of Calcutta within the port, and such
portions of the nmavigable rivers and channcls leading
thereto and connected therewith as shall be specified in
such order, and from time to time by any othor order to
be in like manner published, to confer on the Commisg-
sioners the same powers in any other portion of the said
river and channels; provided always that no such order
shall be made without the consent of the Commissioners

at a meeting.

Tyery such order shall preseribe and define the
proportion of the port dues payable by vessels éntering _
or leaving the said port, or being or Iying therein or
using the said port, which shall be received or retained
by the Commissioners, and shall also specify the amount,
if any, of charge to which the Commissioners shall be

liable in respect thereof.

Trom and after the publication of any such order, the
Commissioners shall have within the port and the portion
of the said navigable rivers and channels specified in
(any) such order all and singular the rights, powers, and
authoritics in and by Act XXII of 1855 passed by the
Legislative Council of India, or any other Act, conferred
on the Conservator of the Port, and may exercise such

. rights, powers, and authorities by any officer to be by
them thereunto appointed, and the said rights, powers,




72

and anthorities shall not be exercised by any other person
within the said port or portion of the said navigable rivers
and channels.

From and after the publication of such order, all port
dues payable in respect of any vessel entering or leaving
the said harbour or being therein shall be payable to the
[of issi , and the Com s shall retain there-
out the proportion which under such order they shall be
entitled toretain, and shall pay the residue thereof to the
Seeretary of State for India in Council, and the amount
which they shall be so entitled to retain shall be deemed
fobe a portion of their income and shall be included in

their annual estimates and accounts.

Trom and after the publication of such order, the Com-
missioners may execute within the port and the portion of
. such navigablerivers and channels in such order mention—
ed, such works for the improvement of the port and the
approaches thereto as they ata meeting may determine,and
all the powers, authoritics, restrictions and provisions here-
inbefore contained respecting the works and appliances
mentioned in Seetion XXXVIIL shall apply to such
works.

Ifin any such order the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal
shall specily any amount of charge to which the' Com-
missioners shall b¢ liable in respect of the said port ducs,
the same shall be deemed to. be a sum of moucy
advanced by the Seeretary of State for India in Council
under the provisions of this Act,

= -
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From Chamber of Commerce lo Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, Tth April 1870.

T am dirceted by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce lo acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 881 of the 29th ultimo.

Referring (o para. 6 of the letter of the Government of
Bengal to the Government of India wherein a want of
precision on the partof the Chamber in the expression of
their views is referred to, I am directed to state that the
wishes of the Chamber are by His Honor the Licutenant-
Governor rightly believed to confine themselves for the
present to the limits of the Port proper.

There are difliculties and objections cannccted with the
assumption by the Trust of the entire management of the
river down to the Sandheads, which do not apply to the
more limited scheme now contemplated, and the Com-
mittee arc of opinion that looking to the lentative nature
of the proposed measure it is probably better that a com-
mencement should be made with the Port proper leaving
the management of the river and pilotage for the present

to existing arrangements.

Should the new Trust be found to work satisfactorily
after sufficient trial, the Committee of the Chamber of
" Comimerce would have the more confidence in asking, and
probably the Governmient of Bengal would be more dis-
posed to grant, an extension of its provisions.

If in the letler of the Chamber from which His Honor
K
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quotes in the communication to the Government of India
now under notice, reference was made to a larger scheme
than the Committee have lately been advocaling, it was
ith the view of pointing out to the Lieutenant-Governor
that- from the carliest time at which a Trust had been
mooted, something much more effective and cntire than
the mere change of wharves and jeltics was contim-
plated. '

From Government of Bengal lo Chamber of
Commerce.

- Cdleutle, 9th April 1870,

In continuation of my letter No. 881, dated 29th
ultimo, T am dirccted to forward, for
the information of the Chamber, the
accompanying copy of a letter * from
the Government of India in the Public Works Depart—
ment, aceepting the views and recommendations of the
Licutenant-Governor relative to the better maintenance
and improvement of the port of Calcutta.

* No. 190BC, dated
4th April 1870,

From Government of Indic to Government of Bengal,
Caleutla, 4th April 1870,

I am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your
letter No. 879, dated 29th March 1870, forwarding, with
certain recommendations by the Hon’ble the Licutenant-
Governor, a copy of the Bill to provide facilities for the
landing and shipment of goods in the port of Calcutta,

A
J

a5 amended Dy the Sclect Commillee, together with o
draft of certain proposed additional sections, and in reply
to state that the Government of TIndia generally accepts
the Lieutenant-Governor’s views and proposals referred
to in paragraph 8 of your letter.

2. As regards the matlers referred to in paragraphs
121017 of your letter, Tam dirccted to remark that the
Government of India will be quite satisfied, if a really
cffectual power is given to the Licutenant-Governor to
control all expenditure, to leave administrative details to
the diseretion of the Trust, to any extent that the Lieute-
nant-Governor and his Council may think fit.

3. If no expenditure on works or establishments

can be incurred unless in accordance with the general
budget sanction of the year, or with special sanction of
* the Lieutenant-Governor, and if works are not allowed
10 be carried out without proper estimates, (which in the
case of large operations will require the approval of the
Government of India,) the Governor General in Council
considers that all that is desired will be secured.

4, With reference to section 62 of the Bill, I am
to explain that the Government of India has no wish to
yestrict the rate leviable as security for the advances
made [rom the revenues of India to a charge on tonnage,
and that, il it is preferred, the charge may be made to fail
on the cargo or on goods landed or shipped.

5. 1t will be necessary, however, fo see that com-
plete provision is made for securing the payment of money

i i
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due to the Secrétary of State in preference to other claimg;,
and-in o manner that cannot be rendered inoperative by
the action of other creditors. So long as this is done, the
precise form given to this part of the Bllis not considered

material.
From Chamber of Commerce to Governinent of Bengad.
Caleulla, 23rd April 1870.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direet
e to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1006
of the 9th instant accompanicd by copy of a letter from
he Government of India accepting the views and re-
commendations of the Licutenant-Governor, relative to

4o the better maintenance and improvement of the Port -
of Caleutta; and I am instructed to express the satisface

tion with which they Jearn that the Government of India
Tiave consented to accept in a large and liberal spirit the
secommendation of the Licutenant-Governor for less
restricted administrative powers to be excrcised by the
Commission than were originally proposed.

The Committee trust that the arrangements whicly
His Honor has made for the organisation of the Commis-
sion, will cnable the Government to announce its first
sitting on the day appointed by Iis Excellency the
Viceroy, or as s0on thereafter as circumstances will
permit.

Trrom Gout. of Bengal to Govt. of India.
Caleutla, 29th April 1870.

Tn continuation of my letter No, 872, dated the 20Uk

i

7

“altimo, Tam desived by the Licutenant-Coovernor to sub-
mit for consideration the following specific proposals for
‘the adjustment of the affairs of the Caleutta Port Fund,
which His Honor believes to be in accordance with the
views of the Governor-General in Council, as specified to
him at a meeting of the Council on the 1st instant :—

(a.) That the wholé of the debt, as shewn by the
present account, be remitbed, except such portion of it as
is represented by the block actually now belonging to,
and in use by, the Port of Calcutla.

(b.) Thata complete separation he made for the futuro
Detween the charges of the port and the charges connect-
ed with the river leading thereto.

(e.) That for the purpose of defraying the former
(iuch}ding the interest on the debt, which will represent
the value of the block), the port fees, levied under Ach
XXX. of 1857, he assigned, and that for the purpose of
defraying the latter, the port dues levied under the samo
Act De assigned.

(d.) That under the scpm‘atién above stated, it be
understood that the charge of the Poré will, as soon as
convenient after the passing of the Bill now before the
Licutenant-Governor’s Council for constituting Commis=
sioners for the improvement of the port of Calcutta, ho
made over to the said Commissioners, while the charge
of the river leading to the port, including the buoying
and lighting, and all other operations connccted with the
navigation of the river, will remain with the Govern-

ment,
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2nd.- The Licutenant-Governor would propose thab the
exact amount of bhe debt to be retained against the port
should be settled by a Commibtee consisting of the Master
Attendant or some Officer of his Department, some Ofiicer
of the Government Account Deparbment, and a non-oflicial
gentleman to be named Dy the Chamber of Commerce,
and that any point as to which the Committeé arc
unable to agrec should be referred for ‘the decision. of
tho local Government. This latter arrangement scems to
the Licutenant-Governor preferable to allowing the deci-
sion of a majority of the Committee tO prevail. It is
supposed that the debt, as thus settled, will prove to be
something near 18 lakhs, as shewn in the last two items
of the statement ab the bottom of page 15 of the Com-
mittee’s report. It is understood that the greaber por-
tion of the last of these two items, viz., € amount re~
quired to complete moorings, &e., say Rs. 5,66,000” has
alveady deen expended, or is duc on account of liabilitics

incurred.

8rd. With regard to the proposed separation of the
management of the porb fron that of the navigable chan-
nel leading thereto, I am to state that the Bill now.before
the Licutenant-Governor’s Council will make it possi-
blo to transfer the whole to the Commissioners for the
improvement of the port, should such a course at some
future time recommend itself, bub that it is contemplat-
ed at first to make over to the Commissioners the
management of the port only.

The Wew Jetties.

The continuous use of the fowr new Jettics

|
{
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and the prompt discharge of inward can‘;goes afford
the Dest testimony to the utility. of these much
desived appliances for facilitating the traffic of
the Port. Considering the limited amount of ton-
nage in the river during the last six months the
number of vessels that have discharged at the
jettics bears a fair proportion to those that have
pub out their cargoes by the ordinary means ;
and it is believed that the new system will
be found to work satisfactorily and to be at-
tonded with all the advantages of economy of
time and labor, and veduced risks of breakage,
pilfering, &e.

The scale of charges for landing packages on
the jlettic's having, in some instances, been con-
sidered tod high, the Committee communicated
to the Collector of Customs the opinions ex-
pressed Dy consignees, and they believe that the
rates will be duly modified and reduced to a point
which importers will not find excossive. B

The letter from Government referred to in the
President’s Address at the last General Meeting
is here recorded ; it confirms the objection raised
by the Committee to the proposed annual charge
for the lands {ransferred by Government to the
Port Trust, and which wmaterially increased the

|
|
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amount to be recovered by the rates levied on
goods landed at the jettics.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce,
Caleutta, the 29th November 1869.

With reference to your letter dated the 4th Septem-
ber last, on the subject of the proposed arrangements for
the management of the new jettics in this port, I am
directed by the Licutenant-Governor to forward here-
with, for the information of the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commeree, the accompanying copy of a commu-
* No. 4973C, dated  TiCAtion® reccived from the Board of

Gth fnstant. Revenue, and of the letterd from
 No. 548, dated 7th  the Collector of Customs referred to
in paragraph 4 thereof. I am 4o

. ultimo,

state that the. Licutenant-Governor agrees with the Com-
mitteo in the opinion that no charge should she made for
the land which the Government offers to malke over rent-
fice to the Board of Trustees, This item will according-
Iy e strack out of the Customs Collector's estimate of
expenditure to be incurred in carrying out the new
system. -

2. In regard - to the Committee’s recommendation
that a charge of Rupees 20 per diem should he levied on
every vessel discharging at o Jebby, irrespective of other

port charges, the Licutenant-Governor has approved of

i lr.i\.jmy with ono  the sealef of charges shown in para-
crane, 1ts. 10 daily, . 5
i graph 3 of the Board’s lebbter above
cted, and specified on tle margin,

v two
erancs, Its, 16 uily.,
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3. It will be observed that it is also inténded thab

the proposed rates for landiny, ™ =argo should be modifict.

From Board of Revenue to Govt. of Gengal.

Calcuita, Gth No})cmber 1869.

With advertence to Govewmiinent orders No. 336'0,
dated the 14th September 1369, T am directed (;.o submit,
for the information of His - Honor
To Secrotary, Chamber  the  Licutenant-Governor, copy of
32&:’1“‘1‘:;.02;:50153‘- :Sz;f the correspondence marginally cited;
Lrom Sccmm'.'y’c{:‘;':‘{ and to state that the Board agree
gff‘ (gcgi;::“]es‘g&u with the Government on the general
principle, that a concession to a trust is ne reason \vl.ly
that trust should not gain by such concession. Bub,mm
the present case, the dificulty seoms to be as .to l]el
intent of the Supreme Government in .:\b:md‘oumg al
demand on i#s own account for the land given, 7. e., whe-
ther the intent was to benefit the trust ox}ly, as rcprcsc;h
tative of the public interest, or, in addition, through the

trust to relieve the shipping interest.

2. Ttis stated in paragraph 5 of the Government resolu-
tion that the income of the trust is, in the first place, to be
derived from the works and conveniences provided by the
trast, and, in the second, by a general rate. The Board

are of opinion that a charge for land obtained free by ﬂ“i
trust certainly does not come under the sccond head ; avu(
it scems doubtful whether it can be held to come under ?he
first.  The Board, thcl’cfore‘, have come to the conclusion
that the Supreme Government had better be c:‘nsultcd as
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o its inbcnbioné, or, if this be ﬂlpughb unnecessary,
-tha¥ the charge for land should be omitted.
AY

3, \ﬂ*jth reference to the recommendation made by
the Clmn‘ﬂ}cF of Commerce in their letter of the 4th of
September, to your address, to the effect that a clm\:ge
of Rupees 20 a day should be levied on every vessel dis-

’ charging at a Jetty, irrespective of other port charges, T

am dirested to state that, after consulting the Collector
of Customs, the Board are of ‘epinion that the following
charges should be levied daily from ships making use of
the jetties. For jebty with one crane, Rulfees_lo; for
jetty with two cranes, Rupees 16 ; and have issued orders
accordingly to the Collector.

4, Referring to Government orders No. 3428, dated
22nd September last, I am directed
* No. 48, dated Tth 5 forward the annexed copy of a
Ostobor 1865 Tetter* from the Collector of Customs,
Calcutta, submiting a report on the remarls made by the
Committee of the Trades’ Association on the subject of the
manggement of the new jetties. With reference to the
remarks contained in paragraph 8 of the Collector’s letter,
the Board observe that, in all probability, there will be
a large number of applicati from ders of
vessels for accommodation at the jetties. If this is the
case, the Collector would be able to publish, from time
to time, a list of those vessels, together with an estimate
of the dates at whieh accommodation will be available
for ‘cach., After a little experience of the rate at which
the jetties will work, the Collector ought, the Board
think, to be able to form a tolerably correct estimate ;
and he has been instructed accordingly.
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5. With reference to- the rates for landing-cargo lately
sanctioned by the Government, I am to observe that the
Collector having brought to.the notice of the Board that
ships objected to using the - jettics owing to.the high
rate of charges fixed, the Board have, in anticipation of"
Government sanction, which will be requested in a se-
parate communication, somewhat modified the rates. The-
Jetties will now; it is expected, be freely resorted to.

Firom Collector of Customs to Board of Revenue:
Clalcutta; 7th October 1869.

I have the honor to. acknowledze the receipt of
your memorandum. No, 4399C. of the 30th. ultimo.

2. With regard to paragraph 8.of the letter of. 18th.
ultimo, from. the Secretary, Caleutta Trades' Association,
to.the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, I am of
opinion that there will be no practical difficulty in work~
ing the rule 7, as. they require it to be worked. In fact,
the spirib of the- whole Customs’ Act is. based on the
number of days; being-working days, and the same rul-
ing should be applied: to the lesser period of hours,

3. With regard to-paragraph 4, I do not see how tlie
notice is to be giver. When tlie extra two jetties aro
built, only six vessels will be able to unload at one time,
and to put any restriction on: tlie 6 of un-
loading would, T think, be very impolitic; for instance, it
might so happen that, when one or- more jetties hecome
vacant, there miglit be no vessels to.come-into.the jetties,
for I do nob think that a vessel which had once commenc-

\
H
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od ‘working in moorings would move out of her berth.
In such a case a vessel might come direct in from sea and
proceed to a jetby, and it would be an unnccessary waste
of time to keep her forty-cight hours without working.
Consignees have all the forms of Bills of Eniry, and
they could easily malte out the entries for the goods, of
which they have the bills of lading, in anticipation,
leaving merely the date to be filled in. In fact, I see no
reason why a consignee should not be able to get his bill
of entry passed the same day on which the vessel is
entered.

4. Whatever may be the case with the consignments
of the members of the Trades’ Association, the real dif-
ficulty, with a great number of importers, will be as it
has hitherto been, the difficulty of retiring their bills of
lading from the banks to which they have been hypothe-
cated for advances. ’ .

5. With regard to paragraph 5, I have the honor to
state that the ratés to be charged were drawn up by me
after consultation with the President of the Chamber of
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duction hereafter. This is a question for after sebtlement
on the result of the working of the jetties.

The Chamber is indebted to the Officiating
Master Attendant for a monthly statement of the
depth of water at each jetty; this return was
asked for with the view of watching the progress
of silting which it was feared might result from
the position of the new works, but not only has
the depth of water been generally maintained, but
there has been a material improvement, and at
No. 4, there is now 27 feet at dead low water
spring tide—shewing an increased depth of 4 feet
during thelast six months.

Floating Bridge over the ¥ooghly.
o
In connection with this important subject,

the chief feature noticeable during the past half-
year has been the final decision of the Government

Commerce, and were based on the charges of two land-~
ing firms, Messrs, Fraser and Co., and the Caleutta Landing |
[ i . and Shipping Company. It is very possible that parties '
landing for themselves may land cheaper; but then it

of India that the work shallbe constructed by the
State and not given over to a private Company ':
i the reasons for this conclusion and also the )
i estions made by the Gover t of
[y must also be borne in mind that there will be no loss of yarious suggestior q‘ v the Government of
b R R o, sol India to-the Government of Bengal for the future .
time by the sircars waiting at the ship’s side for fifteen i . n - !
days and not getting their goods, as has been so often Ll ]“an3561nellt of th‘e bridge .Wlll be found in the
complained, This fact ought to have some pecuniary following letter. The Committee understand that
IS value at any rate. - the bridge is to be constructed according to the ]
: design and under the superintendence of Mxr, Brad-

e 6. Ihave little doubb that the rates will allow of re-
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ford Leslie; and trust that this much needed source
of accommodation to the trade of Caleutta will
now be pushed vigorously forward.

Lrom Qovt. of India, P. W, Dept., to Qovern-
ment of Bengal, P. W. Dept.

24th February 1870,

Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt of Major-
Taylor’s letber No. 46G, dated 8th ultimo, relative to the
construction of the proposed floating bridge across the
Hooghly, and Mr. Leslie’s superintendence of the work.

2. Premising that the recent orders of the Secretary
of State have finally settled that the floating bridge
shall be carried outin preference to a permanent fixed
bridge, the fivst point that calls for remark is the agency
under which the work is to be executed, The Hon’ble-
the Lieutenant-Governor, in the letter tiow under reply,
Tepeats the conclusions stated in his Minute of the 30tk
June 1869, that the Government should construct the
bridge, and that it should neither be given to a Company,
nor entrusted to the Caleutta Municipality, as suggosted
by the Secretary of State in reference to the fixed bridge.
The Lieutenant-Governor, while expressing his concur-
rence in the opinion to the above effect given by the
Commission on the bridge, does not state the specific

. grounds that have led him.to the conclusion beyond

saying, as regards the Munieipality, that the work is
one which should be undertaken by the State rather
than Dy a local body, wlio have no special inferest in

I
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the matter, and whose general functions and constitution
do not point them out as being particularly well adapted
to undertake such a work,

3. Referring to the Report of the Commission, it is
seen that no specific reasons are given for the conclusions
arrived ab, that the Government should construct it, and
that it should not be given over to a Company.

4. On the best consideration that the Governor Ge-
neral in Couneil has been able to give to the matter, the
conclusion of the Hon'ble the Licutenant-Governor and
the Commission on this point appear to be sound. The
grounds on Which this is arrived at may be stated.

6. Tirst, the Government of India agree with the
Commission that if it be practicable, the ‘bridge should
be toll-free. The precise manner in which it is thought
such avesult might be secured will be mentioned here-
after, but under no circumstances does this seem compati-
ble with the construction of the work by a private Com-
pany. Turther, the Government of India fears that the
risk of unforeseen claims for compensation, arising from
the possible necessity for removing the bridge, or from

"any of the arrangements made with a Company, proving

in practice to be incompatible with the proper navi-
gation.of the river, or (as in the case of the levy of tolls)
with the convenience of the traffic passing over the bridge,
issuch as to render the intervention of a Gompany inex-
pedient if other equally satisfactory means of carrying
oub the\wm‘k can be obtained.
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6. ‘The suggestions that have been made for remov-
ing objections of the sort last mentioned do mnot seem
to the Governor General in Council to be satisfactory.
His Excellency in Council by no means affirms that
such a bridge as is now proposed will-lead to any serious
difficulties in its construction or maintenance, or inter-
fere ~objectionably with the navigation of the river.
But it is impossible to avoid the conclusion that-if public
inconvenience be caused in any way by the bridge,
and if its construction be permitted by the Govern-
ment, the Government will be so far responsible that
they would be bound to see that immediate mecasures
were taken' for relil}:(lying such inconveniences ; and
doing this might readily involve heavy vpecuniary lia-
Dbilities. The suggestions of Mr. Leslie as to the terms
on which the bridge, if made by a Company, could bhe
taken possession of by the Government, do not appear
to meet the point in a sufficient way. :

7. The Government of India would have been glad

if the requirements of the case had heen - compatible
with ‘the acceptance of the offers of private capitalists
to carry: out the undertaling without Government in-
terference. Bubt in the nature of the case, it seems
impossible to accomplish such a result, and on a full
consideration of the circumstances, the conclusion seems
unavoidable, that the Government should construet the
Lridge itself.

8. The Governor General in Council continues to be
of opinion that the general management of the bridge
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Quring its consbruction, as well as after itis opened, may
hest he handed over to a Trast, something of the nature of
what aboub to be constituted for the improvement of tho
Porb of Caleutta. It appears to His Excellency in
Council, indeed, that there is mo reason why the same

body of Commissioncrs should not manage the bridge
ts; it heing derstood that

and the porb impr :
an entircly separate account would be Ieept for the bridge,
which should financially be considered as altogether a
disbinet undertaking, a special Commissioner being per-
haps added ‘in the case of the bridge, in the intevest
of Howrah. The Office cstablishments and subordinate
-esbablishments, &e., of the Commvissioncrs would be per-
fectly suited for the purposes of the bridge, and F])c
engineering operations would, to a great extent, be aliko
in the two cases.

9. Such an arrangement would nob, it appears to
His Txcellency in Council, at all interfere with the
proposed employment of M. Leslic as Engincer for th.o
ridge.  Under any circumstances he must communi-
cate with the Licutenant-Governor through some cs-
sablished Office, and the intervention of the Commis~
sioners would not seem to be likely to lead to incon-
enience, and would have some positive advantages.

10. Tt has already been explained to the Lieutenant-
Governor that the Government of India is not in a posi-
%ion ab the present moment to offer continued employ-
ment to Mr. Leslic. It would consequently appear to
he the best plan to makean arrangement with him, by
which his remuncration should be fixed for the com~

P
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pletion -of the wholo work in a lump sum. The Go-
vernment of India would not object to the time during
which he might be employed on the bridge being even-
tually reckoned as service under Government, should
it be found possible to take Mr. Leslie into the servico
of the Government permanently on the completion of
this work. Any -arrangement that may .be suggested
by the Government of Bengal.for giving effect to the
above suggestion will receive immediate attention,

“11. The Governor General in Council would have
Dbeen unable to enter upon any question of specially allow-
ing time to Mr. Leslie for pension,had he entered the
service -of the Government, for reason which have been
explained in reference to the claims of like nature made
by officers of the Bast India Irrigation Company.

©12. As to the amount of salary to be proposed to
Mr. Leslie, the Government of India thinks that a sum
cquivalent say t0.2 years’ salary.on.a liberal scale might
he named, aportion to be paid as the works went on,
and the balance on completion. In this sense a total sum
of £4,000 might be now suggested as suitable, it heing left
to the Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor to modify
the offer as he thinks fit, the final approval of the Go-
vernor General in Council heing reserved to anything in
excess of that amount,

13. It will no doubt he necessary to communicate
with the Board of the Eastern Bengal Railway as to
Mr. Leslie’s undertaking the. work of the bridge. Any
plan that is agreed to by the Board, and supported by

|
|
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Tis Honor; is likely to veceive the assent of the: Go=
vernment of India, and the further steps to be taken
in this matter are left to the Hon'ble the Licutenant-
Governor.

14. When an arrongement has been come to with
Mr. Lesli, his advice might properly be taken as to the pre-
cise mode of proceeding further inxvespect to the prepara~
tion of designs and estimates, and setting about the exe«
cution of the works by contract or otherwise.

15. Tt only remains for me to refer to the financial
part of the question. The Government of India, on
a further consideration of the matter, is disposed to
think that- the needful security for the payment of In-
terest on the capital required, which would be advanced
by the Government of India, and the necessary con-
tributions to a Sinking Fand may be very conveniently
obtained Dby placing a charge on the passengers and
goods traffic of the Tast Indian Railway leaving and
amiving at Howrah. A suggestion of this sort, it is
understood, has been made by Mr. Leonard in an un-
official form, and there is reason to believe that the. plan
would be agreed to by the Railway Company.

16. The Governor General in Couneil is informed that
a very small terminal charge on the Railway passengers
and goods, which would fully meet all probable require-
ments for the bridge, would be less onerous than the actual
existing cost of crossing the river by the Hast Indian
Railway Company’s steam ferry. The convenience of a
free bridge to the passengers and goods sceking or leay-
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ing the Howrah Station would he very gleat, and the
advantage would be felt alike by the Railway Company
and its customers. The Railway Company might pro-
perly be paid a moderate percentage on the termixml rate
which they received for the Bridge Trust.

17. It would, however, be right to consider at the
same time whether a charge should not be pubt on car-
riages and carts crossing ‘the bridge, mot going to or
from the Railway Station. It is belicved that by a very
simple arrangement the Railway Station traflic could
De led from or to the bridge on the Howral side of the
river, by a different road to that used by the Howrah
town traffic, and a toll could be put on the latter at &
place far enough removed from the bridge, to prevent
all risk of obstruetion by the stopping of carts, &e.,
while paying toll. The Governor Gemeral in Council
would be disposed to permit the foot passengers to cross
free, if on a further calculation the income was thought
likely to be sufficient without malking such a charge,

18. In oxder to be prepared for all eventualities, how-
ever, Iis Excellency in Council thinks it will be better
to tale power to put tolls on the bridge or its approaches,
as well asto levy the Railway terminal charge. It
might also be considered whether a power should not he
taken to commute the Howrah toll for a payment to he
made from the Howrah Municipal Fund. These are
points left for the consideration of His Honor the Licute-
zant-Governor.

19, A Legislative enactment may probably be found
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necessary togive effect to the conclusions come to, both as
to the levy of tolls, &e., and the constitution of the Speeial
Trust, and the disposal of surplus funds. Also, perhaps,

some powers may be needed in respect to the erection of -

the bridge, and the obstruction it will cause in the river,
5o as to guard against risk of claims for compensation,
ased on real or alleged inconveniences to individuals or
damage arising from accidents. ' This should be con-
sidered.

90. In conclusion, T am to observe that the views
of the Governor-General in Council on some of the
points above moticed have been now stated in detail,
with the object of facilitating an emly decision asto
the basis on which the construction and management
of the bridge is to be placed, but the Hon’ Dble the Licu-
tenant- Govemm is requested to understand thab the
Governor General in Council has no desire to prejudge
the questions that have been discussed, and will be glad
if His Honor will favor tlic Government of India with
any further remarks or suggestions on any point relat-
ing to any part of the subject, which are deemed like-
ly to lead to an early and satisfactory settlement of the
mabters now calling for attention.

Customs.

The Collector has lately introduced some bene-
ficial changes in the practice of passing imported
merchandise : and hills of entry in duplicate
while facilitating the issue of passes and clearance
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of packages from the Custor House have Ted to
the farther improvement involved in the abolition
of the old cumbrous form of duty bills.

From Collector of Customs to Chamber of Commerce.

Culeutta, 22nd November 1869.

T have the honor to draw your attention to a notifica-
tion which appears in to-day’s Bachange Gazetie, in which
importers are requested to put in their Bills of Entry in
dpplicate, and to request that you will kindly draw the
attention of the Members of your Chamber tp it.

2. The objeet of this notification which is in terms of
Section 176 of Act VI. of 1863, and is in accordance
with the practice of the English Custom Iouses, is to
facilitate the issue of the passes for goods. In fact it
is merely carrying out with regard to duty paid goods
the same practice which has so long obtained in regard
to free goods. Instead of importers being any longer de-
layed by the writing out of a separate pass, the duplicate
Bill of Entry will, after payment of duty, be endorsed
with the word ¢ Pass” under the signature of the Deputy
or Assistant Collector as the case may be. Importers
will thus be able to obtain at once such of their goods
as are landed less the percentage retained for exami-
nation,

3. The separation of goods going at different rates of
duty will also much facilitate the disposal of the Bills of
Entry. .
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4, The nceessity for this change was patent divectly
the unloading at the jebties began, and the second day’s
dispateh of business proved beyond a doubt the benefit
of the change in practice. There is no question that the
new system will effcct a complete revolution in the un~
loading of .goods, and I am anxious to co-operate, as
much as possible, with importers as well as the con-
signees of vessels. Should, therefore, any farther im-
provements suggest themselves to you, I shall be oblig-
ed by youwr making them lknown to me, and I shall
bo prepared to give them cvery attention so far as lies
in my power.

Trom “Chamber of Commerce to Collector of
Customs.

Caleutta, 25th November 1869.

T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of your lebter
Mo. 1885 of the 22nd instant, and to state that they
fully approve of the proposal made by you regarding the
presentation by importers of their Bills of Enfry in du-
plicate.

The Committee will have your communication print-
od for cireulation among Members of the Chamber with
a request to be furnished vith any suggestion {or pro-
moting the satisfactory working of the system labely in-
troduced,
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From Collector of Customs to Chamber of
Commerce.

Calcutta, 17th December 1869.

I have the honor to inform you that for the future,

except in the case of salb and of duties short levied, the
duty bills heretofore made out will no Ionger be issued.

2. Bills of Enfry, as you arc aware, are now made
oub in duplicate, the duplicate being the pass for the
goods, and not being issued till the duty has been paid.
This being the case, imporbers and exporters who

“ have sent money by their sivcars to be paid as- duty,
can ascertain whether ‘the money has been paid by the
sircar by requiring him ecither to produce the pass, or
duplicate Bill of Entry, or the goods to which the pass
rvefers.

3. Should any importer, however, require or wish
for a separate reccipt, the cashier will furnish him with
a slip bearing the following particulars :—

Accountant’s No. .
Cashier’s No.
Payer’s Name
Amount ... ..
On What 26C0Unb .vvvevsvierersinniinnen

4. You will be able-to judge what an amount of
labour has hitherto been thrown away in the proparation
of these Dills, when Tmention that in the year 1868,

|
¥
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42,690 bills were made oub, of these 16,000 Dills still
remain:in the Custom House uncalled for and unclaimed.

5. T purpose enforcing the abolition of the duby bills
dircetly T am in possession of the printed slips for the
cashier, say from the new year.

From Chamber of Commerce to Collector of
Customs. :

Caleutia; 10t January 1870:

The arrangement proposed in your letter No. 1481 of
176k ultimo appears to the Committee of tlic Chamber
of Commerce likely to be attended with considerable
cconomy of time and labour, and under the circumsti\u(fes
mentioned by you, they are of opinion- that pnrbu?s
transacting business ab the Custom House will find it
convenicent to. dispense with the duby: Dbills heretoforo
prepared. :

REarine Bills.

The system of realising the dues anq charges
payable by vessels visiting this porb lmvmg. bc.ecn
found practically inconvenient, the Officiating
Master Attendant has announced that, under the

orders of the Government of India, other arrange-.

ments more suitable for the purpose. have heen
sntroduced, with effect from. the st April.  Before
N
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a vessel can obtain her port clearance the master,
agent, or owner, is required to lodge with the
Collector of Customs a sum estimated to cover
all charges, any excess of such deposit being re-
funded on production of a certificate that the ves-
sel had been left at sea by the Pilot in charge.

There appears to be no objection to the new
plan, provided there is no delay in preparing a
ship’s accounts for adjustment and in making the
necessary refund ; and in replying to the Officiating
Master Attendant the Committee suggested one
or two points which, if attended to, will they be-
lieve facilitate the object had in view by modify-
ing the former plan of collecting marine bills.

Telegraph Station between Calcutta and
Atcheepore.

The Committee submitted with their last
report the correspondence which had passed on
this subject, and, in view of the favorable manner
in which their request was taken up by the
Government of India, they fully expected that
Dy this time the new station would have been
in working order. In this, however, they have
Deen disappointed ; for, although a new cstimate
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was framed and sanctioned, the Telegraph Depart-
ment neglected to include the amount in their
budget-estimate for 1870-71, in consequence of
which the construction of the line has been ordered
to stand over for the present. The Committee
feel that in this matter the declaved desire of His
Excellency the Viceroy to meet the wishes of
the mercantile community has not been cordially
responded to by the head of the Telegraph De-
partment, and they have not failed to express

their regret and surprise that a work of much

importance and involving small outlay should
have been thus set aside after mearly a year's
correspondence on the subject.

Frrom Chamber of Commerce to Director-General
of Telegraphs.

Culeutta, 240k February 1870.

T am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to request you will be so good as to inform
them what prospect there is of the establishment of the
additional Telegraph Station between Atcheepore and
the Southern limit of the Porb as already applied for by
the Chamber, and if any orders have been given for the
commencement of that line, will you oblige by saying
when it is likely the station will be open for messages.

The favor of an carly reply will much oblige.
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From Director-General of Telegraphs in India to
Chamber of Commerce. )

Calcutta, 26th February 1870.

With reference to your letter dated the 24th instant,
1 have the honor to state that the question of an addi-
tional Telegraph Station on the river. between this Porb
and Atcheepore is still under the consideration of the
Government of India.

From Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Calcutta, 11th April 1870,

With reference to your Ietter of the 11th August last,
T am divected to forward, for the information of the
Chamber, the accompanying copies of letters,* with their

* No. S0, dated 1081 March 1870, and ammexures,  A0NEXUTeS, from the
w 2920, 2t and aunexure. Governmernt of

India, Toreign Department, regarding the proposed
establishment of a Telegraph Office at a place below
Garden Reach.

Memorandum from Government of India.
Calcutéa, 10th March 1870.
Copy of the following letter, and of the Director-

General’s No. 488, forwarded to the Government of
Bengal, with reference to the correspondence ending with
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their Officiating  Under-Seeretary’s  docket No. 2846,
dated 18th August 1869.

From Director-General of Telegraphs in India
to Government of Indic.

Stmla, 10th September 1869,

Replying to your Iletter of 13th July last, T have now
the honor to give the information therein called for.

2. The Exccutive Engineer reports that he can pro-
vide & temporary mat house, such as His lixcellency the
Governor General in Council suggests, for rupees two
thousand or thercabouts. .

8. This is four times as much as the sum mentioned
by you; bub as the signallers must be on duty from
dawn until dark (to observe the shipping passing up and
down), it will be necessary -to have enough accommoda-
tion to enable them to live on the premises. There is no
place in the vicinity where they could live. The actual
point is already occupied by a more substantial building
of brick belonging. to the lessees of the land, Messrs.
Mackintosh, Burn and Company, and consequently, if an
office he built for this department, it must be in rear of,
and have its view somewhat obstructed by this building.
The Exceutive Engineer recommends that instead of build-
ing-a mat house, which would be very unsafc in stormy
weather, the Government purchase this building, which
only requires some petby repairs to pub it in good order,
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and which has just sufficient accommodation for one or

two native signallers.

4. Messrs. Mackintosh, Burn and Company are willing
to sell for rupees two thousand seven hundred and fifty
(Rs. 2,750), but will not rent, The Jand could be taken

- up on the usual condition for a public purpose.

5. Hangman’s Point, which might in future be called
Garden Reach Point, is three and a half miles from the
Atcheepore road, where the telegraph lineis. The cost
of erecting a linc'in old half standard, of which we have
some in the neighbourhood, is estimated
at Bs. 2,060 By dispensing with in-
sulation” ,this may be reduced to
Rs. 1,800, making the total cost of material, including
house and repairs, a trifle under Rs. 5,000,

* Rough cstimate
appended.

6. As regards establishment. There must be two
signallers, one of whom would be deputy telegraph
master, as it is absolutely necessary that the responsibility
and management shall rest on somebody. The cost then
would be—

Rs. A. P.

Tavo native signallers at Rs. 75 each w 150 0 0

Charge allowance ~ .. 20 00
One peon at Rs. 6, and one sweeper ab Rs. 4

cach Co. ‘.. 10 0 0

Total ... 180 0 0

7. I do not think it will be cither wise or expedient
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to fix a special tariff for this office ; if done for one, it
should be done for all non-paying offices ; and to fix a
fluctuating taxiff, sliding up and down according to
receipts, I need hardly say is not practicable.

8. Bub I see no reason why the boat-hire at all these
vivers and sea offices should not be increased to a rate
that shall cover the expense of maintaining boats and
boatmen, and T see no reason why economy should not
be studied by giving charge of the Saugor Light-house

" to the Telegraph Master stationed there.. The Light-house

work is mere routine, there is not employment for hoth,
and the consequence is incessant squabbling.

Rough estimate of the cost of erecting the line veferred
1o in 5th paragraph of No.  from Director-General
of Telegraphs. Threc and half miles of line at.twenty
posts per mile.

VALUE OF STORES.

- Rs. Rs. As, P. Rs. As. P,

%70 half standards .

intermediate at  5° 350 0 0
70 sockets do., 59 413 0 0
140 cross feet do. ,, 7. 98 0 0
70 lightning dis-

chargers » 3 21 0 0O
70 caps , 625 43 0 0
70 teal tops, cach

616, » 3 210 0 0
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140 insulators, o fe As . Re AP
TRobinson, in-
termediate at 125 175 0 0
140 Dbrackets, -
tubular » B3 74 0 0
7 miles No. 54
wire . '6_’7 permile 469 0 0
1,853 0 0

Cost of labor and, carriage.

Carriage of half standards from

Diamond Harbowr by boat ... 30. 0 0

Do. of wire from store de-

partment .. 10 0 0
Carriage across country of stand-

ards and wire .80 0 0

Labor, Rs. 25.per mile .. 87 8
207 8 0

Total cost of line ... 2,060 8 o0

Lrrom Govt. of India to Director-General of Tele-

graphs in India.
Calcutta, 10th Mareh 1870,
With reference to your letter No. 488, dated 10th Sep-

tomber 1869, I am now directed to communicate the
orders of the Viceroy and Governor General in Council

.
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" on the proposal to eslablish telegraphic communieation

with a place helow Garden Reach, hitherto known as
Hangman’s Point, but which His Bxcellency in Council
prefers should henceforth in official correspondence bo
styled Garden Reach Point.

2. On the supposition that the cost of this undertak-
ing has been provided for in the coming yem’s budgeb
estimates, His Excellency in Council sanctions the pur-
chase of the bricl-built house at this place belonging to.
Messrs.” Mackintosh, Burn and Co. for Rs. 2,750, and
authorizes an outlay not exceeding Rs. 200 on account of
any repairs that may be needed to this building.

. 8. His Excellency in Council also sanctions the con-
struction of a telegraph line connecting this place with
the line from Atcheepore at an expenditure of Rs. 1,800,
as recommended by you, and an cstablishment * at a cost
5 nob exceeding Rs. 180 per
ou at 6. 6, and one sweeper ? mensem, according to the

cach - o 10 . . .
— details given in the mar-

.* Two native signallers ab Rs. 76 cach Ks. 1
[ wanc

Totl . 150 gin.

4. The annual cost of maintaining this line is osti-
mated at Rs. 2,685, of which Rs. 2,160 will be for estab-
lishment and Rs. 475 for wear and tear, The latter sum
is caleulated ab the usual rate of 10 per cent. on the ori-
ginal outlay. The simplest plan, in the opinion of His
Txcellency in'Council, would be for the Chamber of Com-
meree to undertake to guarantee year by year the differ-

ence between this sum of Rs. 2,635 and the aggregate.
3 ggreg:

of the receipts, should the latler fall short of it. “In
]
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the event of this suggestion nob proving acceptable to -

the Chamber, it would then be time enough to consider
the special rates which should be Ievied on this particular
line.

5. In the last paragraph of your letter under ac-
Jnowledgment, you suggest that the charge of the Light-
house at Saugor should he made over to the telegraph
Master of that place. On this subject His Excellency
in Council desires to have a report from you, with special
reference to its probable financial results: The Marino
Department will similarly be requcsbe(i to favor -this
department with an expression of its opinicn on the
expediency and benefib of the measure.

Memorandum from Government of India.

Caleutta, 25th March 1870.

Torwarded to the CGovernment of Bengal, in conti- .

nuation of the docket from this officc No. 2067, dated

10th instant.

From Government of India lo Dircclor-General
of Telegraphs in India.

“Caleutta, 25th March 1870.

With reference to Mr. Teale’s letter, No. 103, dated
12th March 1870, I am directed to state that as no pro-
vision has been made for the establishment of a tele-
graph station at Garden Reach Point, and as there are

w7

many more iimportant projects on foot, it is the desire,
of the Viceroy and Governor General in Council that
the construction of this line should lie over for the
present.  You are at liberty, if you think fit, to propose:
it in-the cstimates for 1871-72.

From Chamber of Commerce to Glovt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, 23vd April 1870,

The Committeo of tho Chamber of Commerce desire
me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1025
of 11th instant, accompanied by copies of correspondenco
regarding the proposed ¢ tablishment of a Telegrapl
Office at some place below Garden Reach.

Trom these papers the Committee learn ‘that althought
{lic CGlovernor General in Council had been pleased to
sanction the construction- of a telegraph line to conneck
the proposed ne station with the line from Atcheepore,
and to authorise other arrangements fov completing ther
plan for a new office, His Excollency’s intentions had
Teen completely frustrated by the omission to include in
the budget estimate for the cwrent year the probable
cosb of the new station, and that in consequence of such
neglect the construction of the line has been deferred for.

2’12 month.

The Commitbeo cannot bub. rogard this result with.
extreme dissatisfaction and record their surprise that an
important matter which has Deen the subject of official
correspondence for so many months, and - ultimately
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tioned by the Gov t should have been permit-
ted to suffer further delay by departmental inabtention.

The reasons why the Chamber originally applied for
the new station have been fully set forth; but as an

_ illustration of what material service it might have been

in a recent case of a ship’s safety being endangered by
her tug breaking down, and the necessity for prompt
assistance from Caleutta, His Honor's attention is respect-
fully called to the case of the ship St Bernard which
was taken out of a very perilous position by the acci~
dental arrival of another steamer.

With regard to the suggestion contained in the 4th

para. of the Government of India letter, No. 205 of 10th
ultimo, the Committee can only refer to their previous

remarks, and express their inability to enter into the
proposed guarantee, which would aflect not merely the
interests of the Members of the Chamber, bub o large
section of the commercial public who do'not support the
Chamber.

Port Rule No. 17, regulating th:e speed of
Steamers within the limits of the Port.

The Committee having been informed that
the stringent observance of the Port rule. which
regulates the speed of the steamers within the
Limits of the Port occasioned great delay and
inconvenience, Communicated with the Officiating
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Master Attendant with the view to the rule being
modified to the extent of allowing steamers to
proceed at half speed on the flood ; but the reply
to their reference satisfied the Commiitee that
the rule was a proper one and could not be safe-
1y relaxed. '

The .following extract from Captain Howe’s
letter contains the reasons why the rule was in-
troduced and why it should be adhered to :—

«The jmmediate cause of the rule being framed
was the sinking in March 1858 of two cargo boats
laden with coal through the swell created in the
river by the steam tug  Mary Stuart,” while
proceeding at half power.

P ———

2. The Government required a more stringent .

and definite tule and one more likely to be effec-
tual to be submitted for approval, and the result
was that rule 17 was framed, and approved.of by
Government. )

3. T certainly" am of opinion from daily observ-
ation that it would not be safe to rclax the rule
as regards the rate of speed.

4, Ttis difficult even with the rule to main-
tain the safe navigation of the river by hoats.
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5. My experience and observation shew me
that commanders of steamers are very prone tor
steamthrough the port at a dangerous rate of
speed, regardless of the swell which they create
to the imminent risk of life of those in boats on

the river.

6. I am constantly directing the Harbour
Master’s attention to the subject, and calling upon:
commanders of steam tugs for an explanation
of their conduct in committing a breach of the
Port rule whereby accidents have been caused.

7. Several instances have occurred during the
Jast twelve months which suffice to shew the
necessity of maintaining the existing rule:

8. Tn November 1868 the Steamer “TUnion”
fouled and sunk a boat off Hautkolah, while
steaming down on the ebb-tide contrary to regu--
lations, and within the last three months I have
myself seen three hawser boats floating past
my house bottom up, with the crew clinging to
the wreck for their lives, the accidents having
been caused by the dangerous rate of speed af
which steamers were towing.

9. Tor ‘these special reasons in addition to
those which led to the adoption of the rule %

o
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consider that it would not be right to allow of

_ any relaxation of it, but would rather seek the

assistance of the Chamber to aid by its influence
in preventing a too frequent disregard of the Port
rule in question.” : .

©verland REail via Bombay.

The Committee mentioned in their last report
{hat o reference had been made to the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company in
T.ondon on the subject of the proposed reduction of
thie monsoon allowance of four days. In reply, the
Company declined to agree to the full reduction of
48 hours proposed by the Rombay Chamber of
Commerce, but. agreed tentatively  to give up
one day, @ propoéul which the Director Ge-
peral of the Post Office in this country has on.ly
accepted to the extent of one-half. ‘The Commit-
tee regret that during the south-west 1monsoon
of the current year the Caleutta mail will thus
close'on Saturday, to the practical temporary abo-
lition of the half-holiday usually enjoyed on t}mt
day 3 Bub under existing circunistances, and in Vl.eW
of the required regular arrival of the Indian
mails in London, they- do not sce any present
remedy for this inconvenience.
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rom Director-General of the Post Office
of India to Chamber of Commerce.

: Stmla, 20tk November 1869.

In continuation of my letter No. 2275, dated the 2nd
September, T have the honor to state that the Sceretary, General
Tost Office, London, considers it impossible under the existing
contract (o reduce the monsoon allowance (4 days) now given
for the trip from Bombay to Suez.

2. Thave asked the Seeretary to the General Post Office, Lon-
don, to submit to the Directors of the Company the reason-
ableness of their consenting to a reduction of the allowance
from 4 to 2 days.

From Secretary of the General Post Office, London,
to Director-General Post Office of India.

7th Januwary 1870,

Tam directed by the Post Master Ceneral to inform you that
on receipt of your further letter, No. 3509, dated the 20th
N ber last, respecting the extra all given to. the
contract Mail Packets on their voyages from Bombay to Sucz
during the S. W. monsoon season, Iis Lordship communicated
with the Peninsular and -Oriental - Steam Navigation -Company
with a view Lo the reduction of that allowance ; and I am {o
transmwit to you the enclosed copy of theirreply, in which they

signify their willingness to fix “the departures from Bombay
one day later than at present,
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His Lordship has expressed to the Company his approval of
their proposition to. communicate with their Agent at Bombay
Dbefore altering the present Time Table.

Trrom he Peninsular and Oriental 8. N. Company,
London; to the Secretary of the General Post
Office.

5th January 1870.

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lelter
of 31st ultimo (No. 91,656), stating that the Dircctor-General
of the Post Office of Indin has suggested a reduction to two
days of the cxtra allowance of four days now givento the
packets on their voyage from Bombay to Suez during tho
S. W. monsoon, and enquiring whether the Dircctors of this
Company are willing to agree to the proposed charge.

Tnreply T am instructed to state that, as explained in my
Tetter of 27th July 1868, in which a curtailment of the then -
ting monsoon allowances was suggested, the object of tho
Dircctors in stipulating for the allowances now in force was to
sccure the regular arrival of the mail in England. Tt-appears
from the experience of the past scason  that, with the powerful
stoamers now on the line, this object can be attained with a
smaller extra allowance than at present, but the Dircctors do
not think that it would be prudent, without further experience,
to make so large a reduction as that suggested by Mr. Monteath.

With the view, however, of meeting the wishes of the Post
Office as far as possible, they are willing to cousent to the de-
partures from -Bombay being fixed one day later than at
preseut, on the understandivg that the old system shall be

P
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yeverted 1o if the change is not found to work well, and that the
full allowance shall remain in force as far as the adjustment of
penalties is concerned.

T am instructed to add that the Directors do not proposc to
alter the Timo Table for the current year until they have com-
municated with the Company’s Agent at Bombay, as the altera-
tion of the day of departure may involve other changes which
can be more conveniently arranged between that gentleman
and the Indian Post Office ; and they will, therefore, if you see
10 objection, send a copy of this correspondence to Captuin
Henry by the nest mail.

TFrom Chamber of Commerce to Director-General
of the Post Qfffice in India.

Caleutia, 9th February 1870.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce bave had
. under consideration the result of the reference made by . M.
TPost Master' General in London to the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company relative Lo the proposed reduction
of the time at present allowed to the contract Mail Packets on
their voyage from Bombay to Suez during the S. W. monsoon
season, as communicated .in the Post Master General's letter to
your address, dated the 7th ultimo, which you have been good
enough to place before them,

The original suggestion emanating from the Bombay Cham-
ber of Commerce was that the allowance of 4 days should be
veduced to 2, so that the mail steamers should leave Bombay
2 days later, that is, on Zursdays, instead of on Luesdays, s
at present,

The Peninsular-and Oriental Company,.in answer to tlie Post
Master CGeneral's inquiry, say that they ave willing. to consent
to the departure from Bombay being fixed onc day later,
but do not proposé-Lo alter the Time Tables until they have com-
municated with their Agent ab Bombay as the alteration of tho
day of departure may involve other changes which can be more-
conveniently arranged: in- this country..

The Committee would have been glad to have hadan ex-
pression of opinion from. that officer, but as it is necessary to
place you carly in possession of their own views, they proceed.
to diseuss tho matter-indopendently of ‘it.

Tn their previous corrgspondence with you on tliis questions
the Committeo stated that while the suggested modification
would be, obviously, a convenicnce to the communily of Bombay
it might disadvantageously affect the mail service in connection
with the Madras and Bengal Presidencies; and in your reply
of tho 2nd September last you were inclined to confirm their
apprehensions in that respect. ’

Under present arrangements the overland mail from: Caleutta
is despatched during the'S. W. monsoon on Tiidays, reaching
Bombay on Tuesday in time for the mail ready to start for

Suez that evening.

If the Bombny Chamber’s plan were adopted, the mail would
bo closed in Calentta nominally on Sunday, bub practically on
Saturday, so that the Bombay public would be sceuring an
advantage'of 2 days at the cxpense’ of this community, who
would be deprived of 24 hours in their weexly correspondenco

. with Europe, in addition to tho loss of rest and recreation on
Saturdays, which are generally observed here as half-holidays.
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If, on the olher hand, the concession by the Peninsular and
Oriental Company is accepted, and the Bombay mail is detained
onc day later than heretofore during the S. W. monsoon, we
shall have to despateh our correspondence from Caleutta on
Saturday instead of Friday.

That arrangement would, at present, be attended with no
material inconvenience except the swrrender of the Saturday
half-holiday ; but bearing in mind that the completicn of the
railway between the two presidencies will cxpedite the transit
of the mails by 24 hours and that we may look for an carly
opening of through communication between Caleutta and
Bombay, the cffect of the alteration will be precisely similar
to the result of the Chamber’s proposal.

On theso grounds, thercfore, the Committec are opposed to
the half measure involved in the concession by the P. & O.
Company ; and their objection to the Chamber’s suggestion
will not be removed wntil the time arrives when the through
transit by rail to Bombay will enable the Post Office to
despatch the Caleutta Overland Mail on Monday cvening to
reach Bombay in time for the steamer leaving for Suez on
Thursday night.

Thus much for Bengal.

As  regards Madras, the Committee imagine that similar
objections will be raised there under similar circumstances ;
and it is for you to consider whether the preponderating incon-
venienees to which two presidencies would be exposed will not
outweigh tho partial advantage, Bombay would derive from
the wader di ion, and to icate d
with Her Majesty’s Post Master General,

ingly
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Irrom Director-General of the Post Office of Indic,
to Chamber of Commerce.

Caleutla, 15th February 1870.

Tn reply to your letter of the 9th instant, I have the honor
to state that for the present I have iot accepted the offer of
the Peninsular aud Oriental Company to stavt the. steamers
from Bombay oue day later during tho monsoon, but have
instead arranged for their starting 12 hours later all the year
round, commencing with the first steamer after the opening of
the Great Tndia Peninsular Railway to Jubbulporo (expected in

* March next.)

2. T did this not merely because the acceptance of the
offer would have thrown the Caleutta Overland Mail date on
a Sunday, but because it would- have been necessary to start
the mail train from Caleutta at a very early hour (53 r. .
at latest) so as to sceure its reaching Bombay sufiiciently carly
in the day to admit of the mails being got ready for the after-
noon steamer.

3. The Madras mails also reach Bombay in ihe cvening,
s0 that for the present at least a morning deperture of the mail

steamer is a great boon, both to Caleutta and Madras.

Standards of Weights and MVieasures in British
India.

The Bill which after long discussion and con-
sideration was introduced into the Legislative
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Council of the Governor General for the purpose
of reforming the Weights and Measures of British
TIndia received His Excellency’s assent on the 1st
instant ; there is, therefore, a fair prospect of
the provisions of this important Act being speedily
applied so as to create a uniform system which
shall gradually displace the diversified practice
which has so long prevailed.

The following statement of Objects and Reasons
fully details the proposed action of Government
in dealing with the subject, and the Committee
anticipate satisfactory results from the measure.

Statement of Objects and Reasons.

The object of the present Bill is to give offect to
the conclusions that have recently been adopted by the
Governor General in Council, and concurred in by the
Scerctary of State, as to the steps to be taken for reform-
ing the Weights and Measures of British India.

These conclusions are contained in the following ex-

Tome Department, No, 163, tract of a despatch from the Go-
dated 6th Novewber 1868,  vernm ; §
paragrap 11, g ent of India to the Secre-

tary of State :—

“We therefore consider that the mew unit of
weight should he a ser equal to the kilogramme, or 2205
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1bs. avoirdupois, and .
that a system of decimal multiples and sub-divisiong

of the unit of weight should be accepted as a fundamen- -

tal part of the new.scale to be recognized by law. Wo
are, however, of opinion, for the reasons stated by Mr.
Strachey in his Minute, that other multiples and sub-di-
visions should not be prohibited wherever their continued
use appears to be demanded on considerations of present
convenicnee and expediency, and

that while it is desivable that the new system of
weights should be brought into general use as speedily
as possible, it should nob e forced on any class of the
community until such class is to some extent prepared to
accept it The best preparation for the general adoption
of the mew weights will undoubtedly be their introduc-
tion and authoritative use in the public departments of
the Government, which are s0 widely scattered over the
whole of the country.

< We thercfore propose
hat the new unit of weight, with a system of decimal
multiples and sub-divisions should be authoritatively
adopted in all departments of the Government, by all
municipal bodies, and on the railways, as soon as  practi-
cal convenience will admit.”

Tn an earlier part of the same despateh, the following
remarks were made as to the reasons that led the Go-
vernment of India to the conelusion that immediate
measures of reform were needed i—

«The perusal of the voluminous papers which are
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now before-us, has satisfied us that an immediate reform
of Indian weights and measures is urgently required. On
this point there is no difference of opinion among all the
authorities that have been consulted.’

““The existing diversity of weights and measures in this
country isa most serious evil, and reform is needed, as
observed by our hon'hle colleague, - His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief, not only to facilitate and simplify
commercial operations, but also as an essential preli-
minary towards the suppression of the fraudulent prac-
tices which are now so common among retail dealers,”

The whole of the documents, on the consideration
of which the Government of India adopted these views,
were published in the Gazette of India on the 18th
February 1869, and in that collection of papers will be
found atlength the arguments which led the Governor-
General in Council to the conclusion that it was not ex-
pedient to introduce the weights of Great Britain in
India, and that the unit of the metrical system was more
suitable, and should be preferred.

It is apparent that the introduction  of uniform
weights and measures into a country so Jarge as Britisl
India, and having a population so little educated, must
be a task of much difficulty, and must in practice be
spread over a considerable period of time, Livery step in
the change must be carefully watehed, and great freedom
of action must be permitted to the Government to pre-

venb serious inconvenicnees, .
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The Bill proposes to declare what shall he the new 1
standards and units of weight and length that are even~
tually to beadopted. The exccutive Government is to be
empowered to frame scales of weights and measures based
on these new standards and units, which are to bo.re-

i garded as the authorized weights and measures of India.

But although the new authorized weights. and mea-~

“sures will thus be defined, their use will only be made

obligatory by specific orders of the exccutive Govern-
ment, and then only under certain limitations.

The use of the new weights and measures may 'b.e
made obligatory on Government departments, and muni-
cipal offices, and railway companies, when the Go.vern-
ment is satisfied that proper standards are made :wmlnl.ﬂe
for the use of these departments, offices and companies.
Of course it will also be an essential preliminary that the
new weights and measures shall be provided for use before
any of them are introduced.

Tor the community generally, no power is taken
to make obligatory the wuse of the mnew measures,
but only of the new weights. Further, the gene.ml
obligatory use of the: new weights in any locality
can only be required. when the Governmcrxt has b(fen
satisfied, after a public local enquiry, that mf;roductl.on
of the new .weights is expedient. 1t will necessz'u'i]y be
an essential point in such an enquiry to asccr(:m.n tlmaﬁ
the locality is furnished with the means of providing the
new weights to all persons who will be compelled to use
them, and it will therefore be obligatory on the Govern-

Q
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ment to see that a sufficient supply of the new weights is
available for sale beforethe compulsory powers given are
carried into cffect.

Experience shows that, to cnsure proper regularity
and accuracy in the weights and measures of any country,
a system of verifieation and inspection is necessary.
To carry out these duties, officers are to be appointed, to
be termed wardens, and to these only is to. be entrusted
the power of putting in force the penalties imposed under
‘the new law.

These penalties will only take effect after they have
been specially made applicable in any locality. They
provide small- fines for selling or using the new autho-
rized weights when correct, unless they have been verified,
and somewhat higher fines for using incorrect unverified
weights of the authorized description, or unauthorized
weights after the compulsory use of the new weights has
come into operation, as well as for neglecting to submit
weights for periodical verification.

Powers are proposed to he given to the Governor
General in Council to malke rules to regulate various
details of administration relating to the system under
which weights and measures are verified. Such rules
have been universally found to be necessary. In England,
they are supplied by a large number of legal enactments,
but in other countries it has been thought better to
leave such matters to the exccutive Government, and this
course it is proposed to follow for India,

'
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Analysis of the Currencys

The Head Commissioner of Paper Currency
having requested the assistance of the Chamber
in preparing an analysis of the currency of the:
country for publication in his annual report, the
Committec, concurring in the opinion that it would
be useful and interesting to know the relative
proportions of specie and currency notes, and:
the auxiliary currency represented by drafts,
cheques, hoondies and bills of all kinds, recom-
mended the subject to the attention of Members,
with a request to give the necessaryrcturns for
the month of May.

_The Suez Canal.

H

On the announcement of the opening an ;
through navigation of the Sucz Og{l];‘lwtlle\crgm-,'

mittee considered it due to its emih‘ent projector,
Monsieur Ferdinand de Lesseps, to, express the
cordial congratulations of this Ciamber on tlie
accomplishment of the giga,qtic -gnterprise \vllf.oh
for so many years he.had pursued with invin-
cible industry and “energy and undaunted cour-
age to a triumphant conclusion. .

The Canal was opened on the 19th Nox_fember

* /
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in the presence of Her Majesty the Empress i - more frequent repetition of commercial opera-
of Trance and a great company of illustrious N _tions ; and the amount of steam tonnage that has
and  distinguished persons; and the passage d whcady passed through the Canal for Bombay
of a large fleet of vessels, of all nationalities, 1 and Caleutta is a fair indication of the change
from Port Said to Suez proclaimed the success- i that will be effected in course of time. >
ful junction of the waters of the Mediterranean 1‘1\
and the Red Sea. i Communication with China via Assam.
The undertaking having been thus auspiciousl, . . i
[ e incerang JAhe P : 1Y ‘\ In their last report the Committee expressed
inaugurated, the Canal was thrown open to the \ ! )
AP cpe . Y a hope to present on this occasion an account of
navigation and maritime traflic of all countries, @ ° ;
S . o | the successful issue of Mr. Cooper’s endeavours to
and its practical utility has been demonstrated and 1 oach Chiness boritory frof oar Assam fronbior +* |
placed beyond all doubt by the large amount of r « reach Lhmese territory 1o ssam frontier 3 /

steam-shipping that has already passed through

. it; and the recently reported fact of one of the

largest vessels afloat—TL. M. Troopship “ Jumna”
—having made the passage from India to Eng-
land by that route has emphatically established

1e capability of the Canal for the purposes for
wmcu it-was \r]\cswncd

' The course of trade between Europe and the
Tast w ill plob‘lbly be much altered hereafter by
veason of the lar rge steam. fleets, which will cer-

P

but they regret to announce that that enterprising
traveller was met by difficulties which induced him
to retrace his steps after having journeyed a consi-
derable distance towards his destination.

In reporting to the Chamber his failure to
open a commuuication between Sudya in Assam
and Bathang in Tastern Thibet, Mr. Cooper
wrote—“ 1 have no further lope that any indi-
vidual cffort of mine will lead to success. On
owr side of the. Thibetan jrontier no obstacles to
trade cwist that cannot casily be overcome, but

| |
] |
’ - i i
| ‘cumly adopt the m’“l}I’ “:"‘bhs}]ed qp'lisng,bccl?l < on the other side Chinese jealousy still remains ‘ l
pctmg for the tla{ﬁcnut :11.0”111%11 r:]o xsct dy ;0' | the chief Dbarvier to anything . like unyestricted
| loute,lfm ;t lm ém dura v te lfvollz n}o ® trade with the Thibetans and can only be removed
i thc lane! Which ationds gremier Iachiuies v : by the action of Government, cither at Pelin or
it 1'1p1dlty of tramsporting merchandise and the i I M ’ ‘
i assa.
I \ N
L \ i
¢ \
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Notwithstanding this disappointing result it is
satisfactory to learn from Mr. Cooper’s narrative
that his intercourse with the tribe of Meju Mish-
mees inhabiting a large tract of country hetween
our own frontier and Thibet was. friendly and
hospitable, and that under the guidance of a chicf
of the Kampti tribe, who horder on Assam, he was

enabled fo pursuc his journey and to return to |

British territory unmolestéd.

Mr. Cooper has proceeded to England, Dut
before he left Caleutta his labors were acknow-
ledged by the Chamber in the following terms:—

23rd” March, 1870.

Dear S1v,—I have submitted to the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce your letter of 28th ultimo, in
which you give an account of your journey from Sudya
through the Mishmee country towards Bathang in Eastern
Thibet, supplemented by a description of the Mishmeo
tribe, and a sketch map of the route which you took in
endeavouring to reach your proposed destination.

The Committee desire me to thank you, in behalf of
the Chamber of Commerce, for these interesting papers
and to assure you of their sympathy in the unsuccessful
result of your endeavours to attain the important object
of your self-imposed mission,

They cordially recognise all that you have Jabored to
vealise, and desive to record their conviction that if the
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suceess of your enberprising travels had been dependent
on your individual efforts to secure it the attempt to
open a trade route from the British Frontier in Assam to
the Thibetian and Chinese territories would have been
attended with the most gratifying resulis.

The Committee share with you the disappointment
you have expressed, and trust that the exertions you may
hereafter make in exploring any uscful channels for the
extension of British commerce in the Bast may have a
more satisfactory termination than that which has atlend-
ed your recent travels.

Port Canning.

By an order of the Government of Bengal,
dated the 29th of last month, it was notified that
all charges for moorings in the river Mutlah,
as well as the levy of port dues in the port of
Canning on that river would be suspended from
the 1st April 1870, and that 6 months’ notice
would be given before any such charges were
reimposed.

If {his.action on the part of Government is
atbended with encouraging results and the pro-
motion of the intercsts of Port Canning, the
Committee will rcjoice that the considerate libe-
rality of {he "State has helped the settlement
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towards future progress and prosperity, and that
the adverse opinion expressed Dby them in their
letter to.Government, dated 28th July 1869, and
recorded in their last report, has been proved to
De an erroncous estimate of the capabilities and
facilities of that place.

TVLorrellgunge.

By a Notification dated 20th November last,
the Government of Bengal declared Morrellgunge
a Port, during the North-cast monsoon, for the
shipment, landing and warehousing of werchan-
dise.

The Port is named after the Messrs. Morrell who
settled there some 20 ycars ago.

Situated on the right bank of the Hooringotta—
a broad, deep and easily navigable river, about
60 miles from the sea and 150 to the eastward of
Caleutta—DMorrellgunge is accessible to vessels of
heavy draft which can moor close off the bank in
6 & 7 fathoms of fresh water.

Its position commands-a large portion of
the traffic in ricc and country produce passing
from the eastern districts through the Soonder-

129

Dunds {o Caleutta; the population is increas«
ing, and an extensive cullivation is changing
the primeval character and condition of the

_country into a fertile and healthy scttlement.

Morrellgunge iswell placed as an outlet for the
vice {rade of Eastern Bengal, and its freedom
from port dues and charges, its local facilities,
and casy communication with the sea will pro-
bably persuade shippers of rice to test the capa-
bilities of the new port.

The -Committee understand that 2 vessels
have already loaded there wilh rice dwring the

pasl season.

Address to Ti. R. EL. The BDuke of Edinbuz:gh.

is Excellency the Viceroy and Governor Ge-
neral having permitted the Chamber {o present an
Address of Welcome to Iis Royal Higlfness The
Duke of Edinburgh on liis arrival in India, and
His Royal Highness having been pleased: to ac-
cept the same, o very large deputation of Mem-
Pers had the honor of waiting upon Ilis Royal

Highness at Government ouse on Wednesday .
" the 29th December.

The Address was read by the President and
hitd
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graciously acknowledged by His Royal Tlighness ;

. and after the Members of the Committee had been

introduced to His Royal Highness, the deputation
withdrew.

To His Rovar HIGENESS
PRINCE ALFRED ERNEST ALBERT,

Dulke of Edinburgh, Eurl of Kent, Barl of Ulster,
Captain, Royal Navy, Knight of the Most
Noble Order of the Garter, Kiight of the Most
Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle,
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished
Order of St. Michacl and St. George, Lord of
Her Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council.

MAy 1T PLEASE YOUR RovAL HIGHNESS,

We, the President, Vice-President, and Members of*
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, desire to approach
Your Royal Highness with the assurance of owr pro-
found respect, and the tender of our sincere and hearty
tvelcome to the Metropolis of British India.

Tt is a source of unexampled gratification to the citi-
zens of Calcutta that upon them has carliest fallen the
honor of receiving Your Royal Highness on your visit
Yo the greatest of Her Majesty’s Eastern Dominions.

Your, Royal Highness’ advent will be ever memorable
in the annals of the Indian Empire, and History will
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record how happy and'abiding have been its influences
upon the sympathics and aflections of a loyal people.

We hail your Royal Presence as a gracious testimony
to the high regard in which the welfare of Her Majesty’s
far distant subjects is held By Her Most Excellent Ma-
josty the Queen: the Nation will rejoice to bhe thus
assured that in the multitude of the cares and anxietiey
which surround their Sovereign er Majesty is not un-
mindful of the many millions who inliabit the vast Ter«
ritories which constitute Her Majesty’s Realm in the
Tast : and we are persuaded that the experience of Your
Royal Highness will justify the announcement to Hor
Majesty that a zcalous and devoted Abtachment to. the
British Throne pervades every grade of Her Majesty’s
subjects, and that their Allegiance to the Crown of Eng-
land is the glory of the Princes and Chiefs and People of
India. :

These sentiments are cordially shared by the many
citizens of other countrics, resident in this Capital, who
have the privilege of enjoying the innumerable advan-
tages avising from the protection of a just and liberal
Government ; and their feelings of respect and affection
for Your August Mother ave second only to those of
Her‘Mz\jcshy’s most loyal subjects,

We trust Your Royal Highness will not be unfavour-
ably impressed with the enthusiastic récoption which all
classes: of the public arc eager to accord ; and that the
demonstrations of the Greatness and Grandewr and Power
of Her Majesty’s Bastern Empire, and. evidences of the
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ameng the

We have the honor to remain,

Your Ro}'al High

s rou have just pre

vou so kindly welcome me,
ments.

nAnGs

ented {o

For myse

orded me of visi

The circumstances under which the Commiti
appealed to Mcmhers of this Chamber and to the
public of Caleutta, as well as to the Chambers of
Cemmerce and the communities of other ¢
on behalf of the aged widow of the Iate Mr. Hemry
Piddington, were briefly set forth in their circular
of 19th January ; and the Commitiee have great

pleasure in acknowledging the liberal respense
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with which their appeal has been received. The
subscription at present amounts to Rs. 8,859,
which will enable the Committee to secure for
Mrs. Piddington a material addition to her income.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 19tk Jamzam/ 1870.

To
Tue MEMBERS oF THE
BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dear Sirs,—The Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce request you will do them the favour of giving your
indulgent attention to the narrative hereto appended,
taken from a recent issue of Z%e Lriend of India.

Upon the circumsta_nces which that narrative discloses
the Committee‘ventm’e to base an appeal to you in behalf
of the widow of a man who 'has rendered incalculable
service in the cause of hwmanity and scientific’ know-
ledge, and by which the interests of merchants, and ship-
owners and underwriters have, in countless instances and
to an extent impossible to estimate, been protected and
preserved.

To the late Mr. Piddington the maritime world is in-
debted for one of the most valuable results of scientific
yesearch, and his exposition of the Law of Stormsisa
treasury of knowledge to all whose profession it is to
encounter and control the perils of the sea, and to whose
care and skill and judgment life and property are unhesi-
tatingly committed,

@
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But the life-long labours of so great a benefactor have
hitherto been unrequited ; and the oceasion which now
presents them to your special notice affords this _Chamber
the opportunity of testifying its sense of the value of
those labowrs by a substantial gift to his widow, whose
circumstances your Committee have, after special inquiry,
ascertained to be very slender.

The admission of her claim to your sympathy and your
bounty will be the acknowledgment of your appreciation
of her husband’s meritorious services ; and by initiating
a movement which the commercial community at home
and abroad will he invited to support, this Chamber of
Commerce will perform a duty which the Committee
consider it due to the memory of Mr. Piddington to
discharge.

‘With the view of avoiding any exclusiveness in this
matter, and of enabling other institutions and the public
generally to subscribe to a common fund, the Committee
think that individual subseriptions need not be too liberal ;
and that 100 rupecs should be the maximum,

Tam,
Dear Sirs,
Yours faithfully,
H. W. I WOOD,
Secrelary.

HIENRY PIDDINGTON—A MODERN STORY.

A heap of old documents, in manuseript, in print, tied
up in many packets by bits of tape of many colours, by




136

Dits of string, dogeared, much worn by use, discoloured
Dy time ! Official records ? Scarcely, or only such in
part.  Returns of condemned stores duly filed, pigeon-
holed to the crack of doom ? Scarcely. Toomuch love
is here, too much reverence, cvinced in delicacy of ar-
rangement, notes attached to this paper and to that, in
what would scem to be a woman’s hand-writing : little
nothings impossible to mistake. And printed forms too,
wide margined, numbered and dated past all computation,
peep here and there from amidst the heap. A story of
mixed interest, no doubt, telling possibly of private en-
deavour, toil, patience, tears, scaled up with red wax,
red tape, ignored, docketed, evermore set aside on public
grounds. Public grounds, of course, slippery grounds,
offering no standing room for honest men, denying all
Tope of redress to all ; grounds appertaining to a public
never consulted, hugely ignorant of the injustices perpe-
trated under its august name. Evenso. Such the
simple story which lies buried in the old thumb worn
documents before us. It may be very briefly told.

From 1822 to 1858. 'Within those not very far
divided dates a manly, upward, scientific, and, to the
public, most eminently useful life was commenced and
ended in our midst, here in Caleutta and the Eastern
seas. Henry Piddington, midshipman in the East India

Company’s service, reached India in 1822, and continued.

his carcer as a sailor for some ten years, during which
he doubtless acquired the rudiments of a science the

+ subsequent elaboration of which won for him the appro-

bation of the maritime world, of all scientific men, Hers-
chel not excepted, Leaving the sca, yeb ever drcaming
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of it, toiling constantly to give a practical use, alocal
application to Sir William Reid’s theory-of storms, Henry
Piddington discharged for the next fourteen years the
office of Coroner for the town of Caleutta, upon the muni-
ficent monthly salary of £30. True, indeed, his predeces-
sors had drawn well nigh three times £30 for discharging
precisely similar work, bub the sailor, sailor lilke, made no
appeal, striving only, true public servant, to do the duty
given to his hands.  The Journals of the Asiatic Society
of those days, from 1839 forwards, contain many-sided
evidence of the intelligence, the industry of the man, all
pointing seaward, all tending to indicate the progressive
steps by which Henry Piddington was permitted, littlo
by little, to unravel the laws by which the most terriblo
of all abmospheric convulsions are mercifully overruled.
Those researches, it is needless to remark, were conduct~
cd under many difliculties, pecuniary and other. In
184G the Government of Bengal was further pleased to
add the office of President of the Marine Court to that of
Coroner : position of laborious responsibility, demand-
ing considerable knowledge of marine legal procedure,
DBritish and foreign, ab sea, in river, in harhour : theory
and practice of seamanship ; perfect familiavity with
the Sandheads and dangerous navigation of the river
Hooghly. Whereon, in consideration of the multifari-
ous duties of the appointment, £15 per mensem was
allowed to the said Piddington, above and beyond the
£30 already mentioned, raising the salary of the Presi-
dent of the Marine Cowrt, and Coroner for the town of
Caleutta, to somewhat less than that of & Captain in a
marching regiment, .

S—
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Nothing daunted by poverty, Henry Piddington con-
tinued to distribute gratuitously from his private pocket,
copies of his nautical books and pamphlets to the Royal
and Mercantile navies, seeking thereby to interest his
{fellow-sailors in those researches, to induce them to con-
tribute materials for their further advancement. ‘Touch-
ed at length by the noble unselfishness and self-sacrifico
of the man, the Right Honowrable the Lord Commis-
sioners of Her Majesty’s Admiralty in 1847made a grant—
little sack for so much good bread l—of £100 to assist

him in the prosccution of his investigations, the impor-"

tance of which even a British Admiralty could not fail
to acknowledge. Not, however, until 1848 did Henry
Piddington publish the Sailor’s Horn-book, exposition of
the Law of Storms, especially as applicable to our

* Bastern Seas, so admirable, accurate and exhaustive

that, whilst it has gone through three cditions within the
last twenty years, and been translated into almost every
Turopean tongue, it continues to be, without qualifica-
tion, the one standard work upon the subject. By it the
cyclone or typhoon caught mariner is taught to know the
precise position occupied by his ship in the circling hurri-
cane ; the storm’s course, direct as well as rotatory ; the
shortest and safest route by which to escape from that
fatal embrace. To the teaching of its modest pages
hundreds owe their lives: millions sterling of floating
property have been economized by its wisdom. The
Bailor's Horn-hook received the highest commendation
from Herschel, Sir William Reid, and other eminent men
of science: H, M's Admiralty expressed their approba-
tion by assigning to it a place in the chart-chests, of

e
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their ships ; the officers of the Peninsular and Oriental
Navigation Company publicly testified their high. opinion
of its worth : by direction-of tlie Government of Bengal
all ships taken up by Government, coolic and other, were
required to carry this work. Thereis not to-day an
ceducated Captain of a ship trading to Caleutta, or other
Indian port, wlio: will' not endorse the opinions then ex-
pressed:  Time and cxperience have only further demons
strated the soundness of the basis upon which the Horn-
book was reasoned by its author from alpha to omega.
The work, the loving work of a life, accomplished, there
remained little to Henry Piddington, writing figuratively,.
save a hewing of wood' and' drawing-of water: He con-.
tinued nevertheless to find in the pages of the Asiatic
Journal scieitific relaxation from the heavy duties of a
life now- gradually drawing to a close.

On tlie 7th April' 1858 tlie old sailor, of world-wide-
reputation, sclf made, self-educated, a noble inst: of”
self-help, was called away, leaving little to his widow
and children, except the memory of ‘a good man. Pension,
there was none whatever. What mattered it? The
public, the Government, served well for five and twenty
years, would'male provision. for them, so whispered his.
sailor heart, lying there, slow sinking to rest. And who.
daxes assert provision had not been made for the widow 2
But alas, public troubles past—1857,—present—1858,.
futute—1859, terrible in poignancy, diove from the.
public mind all lesser sense of public duty, men in
presence of national calamity talce small count of private
suffering : in a word, the claims of the widow of Heury:
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Piddington were overlooked. Little world-wisc, having

few friends, Mrs, Piddington, instead of appealing direct
to the quick instincts of Lord Canning, submitted to the
Court of Directors a memorial begging for some smalt
pension in recognition of the services of her late husband.
The Courb replied.with fine sense of satire that, while
duly appreciating the scientific attainments of the late
. Piddington it could see no sufficient reason for grant-
ing a pension to his widow.” Of course not. Had the
grant solicited been for the use- of Jagganath’s car, tho
case would have excited a much larger sympathy in the
Ticarts of those Leadenhall-street Samaritans. Seven
years later another memorial, burdened with the same
cry for justice, travelled home:; this time to the Secere-
tary of State for India. Mon mari,” exclaimed the old
Tlady of French descent, with something of pride, “ mon
mari n'a jamais mauqué‘:’u son devoir, et le gouvernmend
anglais esb trop Thonorable de manquer ausien.” Obviously
this poor French woman had not mastered India House
cthies. At length an answer came, the  character of
which will be inferred from the fact thab it was dictated
by Sir Charles Wood. The widow begged for such pit-
ance “ as will rescue her from her present straitenod cir-
cumstances and place her beyond the reach of poverty.”
Sir Charles deelared that her prayer could ‘ot be acceded
o :—absolutely not another word. \\

\

And now, in olden phrascology, our stm-y\iis done, at
Jeast, nearly so. It is susceptible, owr readers “will well
observe, of a touching, a mosb natural, a not imf)\ossiblo
termination if, only, we Lave succeeded in cnlistiug, on

\
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Tohalf of its aged heroine, the sympathies of Lord and
Lady Mayo, and those also of the public of Caleutta.

Election of Office Bearers.

At last half»yea;‘ly meeting some discussion
took place on this subject, which was ultimately re-
ferred to the Committee with instructions to report
‘on this occasion. . The Committee are fully alive
to the evils complained of in the existing system
of election, but after giving every consideration
to the subject they have felt themselves unable
to propost to this meeting any other plan which
in their opinion would be at once remedial, and
at same time leave the matter of election as fully
in the hands of members as has hitherto been,
and should always be, the case. In the ab-
stract the Committee accept the view taken
by Mr. Reinhold at last meeting, to the effect
that a certain proportion of their number should
retire yearly in rotation, hut reference to the
yecords of the Chamber shows that, owing to the
fluctuations in owr mercantile community, changes
jn the Committee are already of necessity very
frequent, and that, consequently, the proposed com-
pulsory retirement is hardly necessary and would
not be likely to increase the efliciency of the manag-
ing body. In regard, however, to the offices of Pre-
sident and Vice-President,the Committee are inclin-
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ed to think compulsory retirement atthe end of
two or three years tenure might be attended
with advantage, and such a regulation would be
in conformity with the practice of various other
Chambers of Commerce. The Committee would, in
conclusion, remind members that.as the above, or
any kindred, proposition will involve practically
an addition torule VII of the Chamber, the same
must be, in conformity with rule XX, brought for-
ward at a special general meeting to be held after
three months’ previous notice.

New Nembers.

Messrs. Ede and Tlobson, Agelasto and
Sagrandi, and D. Freck and Co. have been ad-
mitted, by the Committee, as Members of the
Chamber subject to the usual confirmation.

Funds of the Chamber.

The half-yearly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 338-14-3, exclusive of
the Reserve of Rs. 12,000 in 4 per cent. Govern-
ment Securities.

J. R BULLEN SMITH,

President.

APPENDIX.
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UNDS OF THE CHAMBER.
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I

20.

21,

Vi

On gharaniceing Bills, Bonds, or other engagenents,

s

and on L ing sceurity for admini ion of
Bstates, or to Government for the disbursement

of public moncy

On del-cr or ing the due realization of

sales -
On the management of Estates for Exceutors o
Adwinistrators

On chartering ships or engaging tonnago for con-

stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for

loading
On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
nianders of ships for cabin passengers, on tho
amount of passage money, whether the sume
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ..
On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order
or charter; or on procuring employment for a
ship on monthly lire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Caplain, or chavterers of a vessel npon
the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive
On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indies, or elsewhere, upon
the gross amount of carnings.,

On engaging troops for a ship to Clreab Britain or
clsewhere, on the gross amount of passage money
forrank and file

On realising inward freight, inward troop, Tmigraut,
or Cabin passage moncy e

On landing and re-shipping goods from any vesscl
in distress, or on lnding and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con-
cerged on the declared value of all such goods
a8 may be xe-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold

If Opinm, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Piceo Good:

. B
2,

5

5

a1

g

It Troasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery we d

... 2} per ¢ent,

‘ ix
92. On cffecting Tnswrances, whether on lives or pro-
porty

.. 3 per cont,
3. On sotiling Tnsurance claims, losses, and averages

>
TS
o

of all classes, and on procuring rcturns of pre-
minm B

24, On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating Dills
of Exchange ...
On debts or other cluims when a process ab law or

arbitration is incurred in claiming tham .. 28,

Or if recovered by such means

»
) 26, On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored »
27. On collecting House Rent »
928, On ship’s Disbursements .
20, On realising Dottomry Bonds; or negolialing any
Toan on respondentic M
i 30. On granting Letters of Credit »
31, On sale or purchase of Government Scewritics
| Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every
! oschange or transfer not by purchaso from ono
| class to another PR
22, On delivering up Government Sccuridies and Banlk
or other Joint Stock Shares, on the mukebvalue &
23, On all awounts debited and eredited within the year
(less the balance brought forward) upon which
. no Commission amounting to 5 por cent. b
Deen charged ... 3 3
' %Z5 DBrokerage when paid is {o be separately charged.
I, W. L WOOD, i
of v Secrelary,




TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Port or Carcurrs, adopted at the
General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held on the
28th May 1839. The Schedule came into operation from lst

Janmary 1860,

ARTICLES.

Owt. per
"TonNett.

Cnbic

per Ton.

Alocs, in Bngs'and Boxes ...
‘Alum, in Dito
Anisced, in Bags
Anm\-mot in Cas
‘Asafeelida, in Bags and Boxes’

Apparel, in Boxes e
Bark, in Bags
Bees” Wax
Bavilla
Betel-nut

Bullion

Cake-lac, in Bags

Camphor, in Cases

Cardamomns, in Robins ...
Boxes

Cmssh, in Bo‘(os

China Root m Bags

Boxes
Chirotta
Uigars
Cloyes, in Bags
» Boxes
Coals
Cochineal
Coffoe, in Bags
xwks
Cor’xl Rough
Cotton, in Bdes of 300 1hs. each 5 to thc}
ton, not to exceed -
Cowries
Cutch, in Bags
Dates, Wet
"
Dhol

Llcphfmts’ Teeth in Bulk ...
Turniture

gross.

v

ARTICLES.

Cwt. per
“Ton Nett.

Cubic
Tect
per Ton.

Gaxlic and Onions
Ginger - .
Gram . "
Gums, in Cases

Gunny Bags and Gunny Clotll
Gunjah

Hewp, in Bales of 300 Ibs. “each 5 to the )

ton, nob to exceed
Tides, Bufllo, or Cow, Cured
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Hors, Cow,-Buflulo, or Deer
Indigo

Jute, in Bales of 300 lbs, each 5 to the Lo, }

not to exceed e
Tac Dyo

Machinery

Motals L

Mirabolams

Molasses .

Mother o’Pear], in Bngs
,

Losts...
Munjeck
Mustard or Rapo Seed ..
Nutmegs, in Cases or Cask
Nux Vomica

Oats

Oil, in Cascs
s Casks

Opium

Paddy

TPeas

Pepper, Long

s Black-

Planks and Deals

Poppy Sced

Putolnck

Raw Silk, in Bales

Tatiaus for Dunnago
ted Wood Dith

Rhien, in Balos, per Ton of 5 Bls. not oxdg
i

Roping in,Coils -
» ° Tincs and Twines, in Bundles

20

16
. |2 punchcont
20

20

e
hogsheads.
o2 chest:




s ot Cascs bo bo caleulated gross weight
; and where freight is made payablo
on mm\s\ucmcnt tlm mv\:u\cmcut be taken on the Custom Jlouso
g wharf williin he Jimils of {lio Port of
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RAEND

tRS GF

Agelasto and Sagrandi.
nd Co.

nti,
Atkinson, ‘ilton
Atkinson, Jolm and Co.
Anderson, ., Manager, National Banl:
of Indic.

nourous and Co.
ephow:
Colm, Feilmann and Co.
Colxin, Cowic and Co.
CxouLo, Lome and Co.
.,  Maowger,
mpte de Paris.
Manager, dgra Bank,

, Thos. aud Co. -

hahidt, Grob and Co.

kanath Dutt and  Co.

e and Jobson.

thasen and Oesterley.
o.

avialu
n and Co.
n, Geargo and Co.
Miller and Co.

Skinner and Co.
Kettlewell, Bullen and Co.
]

n
igation Company.

Tyall, Rennie and Co.

Blacallister, 1., gent, Zudor Compary.

Comploir.

THE CHARIBER OF GBLIMERSE.

llop, Stewar
unon, Mac

Lyall aud o
Anderson and Co.

ll avorajan
o Gopaul Glos
Tobert and Charriol.
M., Agent, Chartered Mercan-
Bank: of India, Loadon, «nd

s aud Co.

Twobinson, S. 1.

Tobinson, . M., Managing Dircetor of
the Bengal Coal Company.

!Co

Shand, Y

Shay, Jameson aud Co.

Swmith, D. A, and Co.

Swith, Samuel, Sons and Co,

Su\m"mulw ., Ayent,
Banlk Cur]rm«(mn

Oricatul

S

’Iunll\un, L. W.
Ullmam, Hirsehhorn ‘md o
Wattenbach, Heil
Weinholt me.-m
Wihyte, G A,
“usiralia and Chia,
Whituey Drothers and Co.
Wiliomson Brothers and Co.
cman, Mitehell, TReid o
nd Lt

o

Weskins, C.
Waltl, Wilinans and Co.
Yule, Audrew aud Co.

RIoFtee

m.[‘ BERS. .

Techer, Win.—Gorlalty, Assn.
Gale, dobn,— Pundond.
Lanilton, Brown wnd Co,—Mirsapore.

rd Brother Mirzapore,
'lvdd Findlay uud Cu,-—ulvu(mu)h




RULES AHD REGULATIONS
DENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Revised and adopted at a Special General DMecting
held on Tuesday, the 10th July, 1866.

First ... That the Society shall be styled «Tme
Bexcar Ciravper or Coxvieres.”
Second.... That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to wateh
over and protect the general commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal and
spAccially those of the port of Calcutta ;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public authe-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ceive references from,. and to arbitrate
botween, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of {he Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.

Third.....That merchants, Dbankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be admissible as
members of the Chamber.

Fourth....That candidates for admission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed
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and seconded by two members, -and may

be elected by the Committee provisionally,

such clection being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.

.That the subscription of firms and banks

shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-
dual members 10 rupees per mensem,
and of mofussil members 32 rupees per
annum. :

Stwth ... That any member of the Chamber whose
subscription shall be three months. in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his- name shall be removed by-the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one

) month’s notice of such default.

Seventh... That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall be managed by a Committee of
seven Members, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
to be elected annually at a General Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence,
the Vice-President heing ex-officio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence- of thie President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to. elect its own
Chairman.  Tour to form a quorum.

Tighth.... Annual clections of President, —Vice-

President, and. members of the Com-




Ninth...

Tenih...

Tleventl.
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mittee shall be determined by a majority
of votes of members, such votes being
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
recsived for such purpose unless so au-
thenticated : and all vacancies created by
the absence of the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, or any of the members of the
Committee from the Presidency for three

. months or by departure for Europe, or

by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to be
taken as abover and declared by the
Committee.

That parties holding powers- of procura-
iion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, he cligible to serve as members of
the Committec.

Two members of a firm or representatives
of a hank shall not serve on the Commit-
tec ab the sametime.

That the Committeo shall meet for the
purpose of transacting such business as
may come within the province of the

Chamber at such times as may stit their

convenience, and that the record of their
procecdings be open to the inspection of

xvil

members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Twolfth. Thatall proceedings of the Commibtee

be subject to approval or otherwise of -

General Meetings duly convened.

Thirteenth.That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, and civeulated for information
of members three days previous to the
General Meeting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted for approval.

Fourteenth.That the Sectetary shall be elected
by the Committee ; such election to he
subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Fifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber
shall be held at such times as the Com-
mittee may consider convenient for the
despatch of business.

Siateenth.That any number of members present
shall be held to constitute a General Mect-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.

Seventeenth.That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or
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Chairman of Committee, shall - call a
Special General Meeting to be held with-
. in 15 days subsequent to reccipt of such
requisition.

Eighteenth.That every subscribing firm or- bank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and that
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman.
of General Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cases
of equality of votes.

Nineteenth. That parties holding powers of procu-
ration shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Twenticth.That voting by proxy shall be ‘allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first. That the Chamber reserves to itsell

{he right of expelling any of its members;
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of three-fourths of members present in
person or by proxy at any Special Gene-
ral Meeting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-second.That strangers visiting the Presiden- '

cy may be admitted by the Commitiee
as honorary members for a period not e~
ceeding to months, '

Xix

Twenty-third... That no change- in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall’ be
made except by the votes of a majo-
rity of the members of the Chamber
present in person or by proxy at a
Special General Meeting to be held
after previous notice of three months.

Cones and Co., No. 19, Loll Bazar.
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