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. jiig Smith—having taken the Chair addressed the
q Schedule of Commission Charges... e . . N
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i Members of the Chamber . { The l?aolt of the Committee for the half
- X i year ending G r has be i ‘]
Rulos and Regulations of the Chamber| — wweee ; your ending 31s6 October has been in the
| e — 2 hands of members of the Chamber since Sa-
y‘ ) tarday Jast, and, if such be the pleasare of
l\‘ the meeting, may be taken asread ; otherwise I
: will, before going further, ask the Secretary to
i read it in your hearing. (The report was taken
as read.) Before moving the adoption of the re-
i

port, I will, in'accordance with what has been the
cusbom of my predecessors in this chair, run
i i briefly over the leading topics on which the Com-
mitteo have been engaged since we last met to-
! gether.  Tirst comes the Port Jund; and it is-
R - ! niatter of much regret to me that I am notin a
posilion to spoak as fully as T could wish regard-
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ing it, but I think you will understand that the
report of the Commission having only just gone

Ain to the Lieutenant-Governor we are scarcely yet

justified in making it matter of public discussion.
In addition to what is mentioned in your Com-
miltee’s report, I can only now further add that
I believe the necessity which existed for enquiry
will be found fully justified, and that it will be
shown this Chamber did not without good grounds
ask the Lieutenant-Governor to suspend the
threatened inerease to the Port dues till more
was known about the Fund, and its real position
ascertained.

Port Improvement Trust.

The Committee congratulate the members of
the Chamber that this important matter has made
some substantial progress during the past six
months. In the body of the Report you will find
the official papers which have passed on the
subject, and I presume the necessary legislation
will soon be carried through the Bengal Council.
Trom the orders of Government, it will be seen
that the two leading principles for which this
-Chamber has all along contended have been frecly
admitted, and that the new Trust is to stavt :\‘n
absolutely separate institution from any other
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existing body, while the fanctions of all the mem-
Ders are to be executive and not: only consultative
in reference to the :non-officials, as was at one
time contemplated, “Ihie number of Comiission-
ers fixed by the Government of India, viz., seven,
is perhaps hardly Jarge enough to admit of as full
a representation as might be desired, but from a
small compact body such as is proposed more
vigorous and prompt action may be anticipated
than generally attends the proceedings of large
unwieldy Committees. [Looking to the fact that
the funds required for the purposes of the Trust
will probably be advanced by Government, we
can searcely grumble at the full control demanded
generally on hebalf of the local Government, but
you will observe that the Committee have asked
for some modification of that part of the orders of
CGovermhent which fixes a period of 30 years for
the repayment of all advances. Much will of
course depend upon the working head of the
Trust, who, T doubt not, will be carefully selected ;
and I do hope that such of owr own non-official
community as may be invited to join the Board
will not hesitate to do so, and cheerfully give the
henefit of their practical knowledge and experi-
ence towards the successful carrying out of an
undertaking so long desived.
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New Jeltics.

As regards these T can add but little to what
is contained in the report ; all four have of late
been working, and although there have been
hitches and delays, annoying no doubt, but still
hardly separable from the inauguration of a new
system, T think, on the whole, the works must be
pronounced a suceess. Pending the constitution
of the River Trust the jetties are being worked by
Government, and in estimating the cost of doing
so the Board of Revenue included a large yearly
item for rent of land. To this your Commitiec at
once objected as being altogether at variance with
the orders {rom the Government of India, and T
am happy to say that, since the report was print-
cd, we have received a communication {from the
Ticutenant-Governor agreeing in the view taken

by yowr Committee, and ordering the item to he.

strack out.  Before leaving the subject of these
jetties, I foel it my duty to state thus publicly
Tiow cordially and zealously the Collector of Cus-
{oms has exerted himself to make all the new
arrangements run smoothly ; indeed I do nof
Ticsitate to say that had he shown less interest in
the matter, and given to the dotails less of his
porsonal attention, and indeed actual presence,

things would not have gone on so woll as they
have.

Section 52 of the Customs Aet, which has so
Tong been felt as a grievance, and so often called
{orth remonstrance, has recenily been altered as
mentioned in the report,—a concession which will,
T am sure, be highly appreciated by all those
members of the Chamber who have to do with the
discharge of ships.

Mail from Bombay.

Since the parag. of the report rclating to the
monsoon allowance of time given to the mail
steamers were in type, we have heard that under
the existing contract the postal authorities in
England cannot compel the P.and O. Company
to forego any part of the allowance, but that an
attempt would he made to induce them to do so
voluntarily.

Cotton Frauds Aet.

We now come to a topic on which I am
aware there is among us a good deal of dif~
ference of opinion, but I trust all will ap-
prove of the course adopted by the Commitice
so far, which leaves thom perfectly free to
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take action later on should it appear desirable.
1 think you will all sce how singular and inexpe-
dient it would have appeared to find this Chamber
Degging for special cotton legislation from which
the Bombay community, after actual trial, were
secking to be delivered. I confess 1 was not pre-
pared to find sueh strong opposition in Bombay,
as, till a comparatively recent date, opinion there
was not very clealy declared, but you will ob-
sorve from the letter of the Bombay Chamber
that very forcible terms are made use of in con-
demning the Act, not the one now under the con-
sideration of ‘His lixcellency the Viceroy, but the
less stringent enactment which has heen in opera-
tion for several years. TIndeed the Bombay
Chamber roundly state that any improvement
that has heen effected is attributable to the indi-
vidual effort of Collectors and others and not to
the Ach.  'Within the last week this Chamber has
received some interesting papers from the Go-
vernment of the North-West bearing upon cotton
cultivation, and in the;

the great preponderance
ol opinion, hoth official and non-official, is much
opposed to - legislative interference. Among the
strongest opponents I find Messis. Hlamilton,
Brown and Co., of Mirzapore, Messrs. Colen
Brothers of Meerut, and My, Gilmore of Agra,

.
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all of whom are actively engaged in the itrade,
and Inow woll its requirements. Tt is, to my
mind, impossible to set asido all this mass of
opinion from those most: interested, and if we turn
to the Central Provinces and the Berars, T thinkwe
find fresh reason for not advecating the extension
of the Cotbon Frauds Act. In no district I be-
lieve has more been donc than in the above Pro-
vinees, both as regards extonsion of arca and im-
provement of quality, and yet the Act has never
been in force there, but in Mr. Rivett-Carnac
they have had the good fortune to get a Cobton
Commissioner who has entered zcalously into the
spirit of his appointment and brought to bear
upon his work an amount of energy, tact, and dig-
cretion which have ensured success, of which any
of you who will read through Lis most interesting

“report will find abundant proof. Fowever, as I

lave already mentioned, your' Committece have
not adopted one side or other, but decided to wait
the issue of the memorial from Bombay now
before the Viceroy. While saying this 1 would
venture to add, speaking strictly in my individual
capacity, that T should much regret to see the ex-
tension of the Cotton I'rauds Act to this side of
India. I would view with alarm any step which
would tend to relax the caveat emptor by which
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we have heen so long guided, and I would hesitate
much bofore asking Government to interfere be-
tween buyer and seller. Then, supposing this
special legislation to Dbe given to Cotton, where is
it o stop ¢ Cotbon does not occupy with us the all
important place it docs on the Bombay side, and
with what equity could the Legislature refuse us
an Act to meet false packing and other malprac-
tices in Indigo, Silk, and other valuable articles ?
To my mind, the principle scems altogether un-
sound, and while I would thankfully accept Go-
vernment assistance in the form pointed out in
paragraph 16 of the Bombay correspondence, T
should much regret to see this Chamber applying
for a penal enactment.

And now, Gentlemen, I would allude to two

other topics which, although not mentioned in the +

report of your Committee, claim at least a passing
notice in a meeting like the present ;-1 mean the
opening of the Suez Conal,and the late financial
announcement on the part of (overnment.

As to the first we have yet bub seanty informa-
tion, but we do know that what for years past has
been a project has now become an established
fact ; the Canal has been opened from end to end,
and a considerable flect of vessels is assembled at
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Ismailia.  What the practical working of - this
great undertaking may be we cannot yet say,
but we must all feel pleasure in this new
triumph of engineering skill, and await with pe-
culiar interest the great change which it may
bring about in our trade with Europe.

The second topic I have alluded to, wiz, the
state of the finances of the Empire, leaves no
room for congratulation, but much the reverse, the
moderate surplus expected for the current year
having given place to a serious deficit. The origi-.
nal announcement made by the Government and
the subsequent explanations given by our Finance
Minister in his place in Council have informed the
public so fully asto the causes of this deficit, that
I need not take up your time by dwelling thereon.
1 may, however, remark, in passing, that to him
who for so many years worthily occupied this
chair has been certainly assigned a very full share
of responsibility, more probably than he either
expected or will relish ; but to us, who knew him
well, and valued him much, it can only be matter
of satisfaction to learn, on such excellent autho-
rity, the high store set upon his opinion by others
than ourselves. Unusual as has been the proce-
dure adopted by Government in the present emenr-
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geny, I think that procedure carries with it the
full approval of this Chamber, as it has done of
the public at large. Government has taken the
public frankly into its counsels, and has received
in return an amount of confidence and support
which is in itself a gain, It is felt that a diffi-
culty so freely communicated and so manfully
grappled with is already partially overcome ; that
amidst present disappointment there is yet a good
germ of hope and assurance for the future. As
to the immediate remedics proposed, one, the
increase to the Income Tax, each of us will very
soon appreciate for himself by the practical pro-
cess of payment. In another, the increase to the
salt duties in Bombay and Madras, members will
recognise a source of income suggested by the
Chawmber two years ago, but then frowned upon
and ignored ; and I believe that another of our
suggestions, made at the same time and recently
alluded to by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowie in Council,
iz, & succession and probate duty, in some form,
will also shortly be avdiled of. It may seem some-
what incongruous to speak at a time of need like
the present of remission of taxation in any form,
Dbut I think you will all agree that in prepa\-ing'his
Budget of ways and means for the coming year
owr Financial Minister will find himself bound to
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consider how far, in justice to the commerce of
the country, he can continue the present export
duties, notably that on rice, which has of late
occupied so large a share of public attention. I
shall not dwell on this subject, because I believe
there are those in this room much more conver-
sant with the details of the rice trade than I am,
and who will be able at once to speak from facts
and figures in a way I am not at present prepared
to do. T may say, however, that the views of
this Chamber as to the inexpediency of these
grain duties have been on more than one occasion
pressed on Government, and that they, two years
ago, drew from Mr. Massey a pledge that this
particular form of taxation would be modified
whenever it appeared to he operating injuriously
on trade. Tn our opinion the lime has come
when this pledge should be redeemed, and your
Committee have been considering whether as re-
gards British Burmah a postponement of action
even till March next will not be too long, and
whether they should not at once support the mer-
cantile community of that Province and Arracan
in asking for a measure of relief which would
become available for the rice season now opening.
True, any such concession would involve an addi-
tion to the apprchended deficit, but this must be
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considered a small evil compared with the trade
of a Province which appears to be at stake, for
we all know how difficult it is to win back any
frade that has once been diverted into other chan-
nels. T am not prepared, and probably none of
us are, to say absolutely that the removal of the
oxisting duty on rice would enable Buritish
Burmah to compele successfully with Bangkolk
and Saigon, but it appears to me that in the mere
existence of such keen competition we find ground
{or abolishing the impost, inasmuch as the article
taxed is no longer surrounded by the conditions
which alone can justify export duties. 1t may be
(although I hope not) that from natural and
other advantages Siam and Saigon can produce
rice more cheaply than Arracan and Pegu, in
which case fair competition must take its course,
but we may at least reasomably claim thatthe
latter Provinces shall not be unduly weighted in
the race by a heavy export duty.

Mr. Reinhold then rose, and said that the Re-
port which had been laid before the members, and
upon which the President had commented, toucl-
ed upon many important topics. e would fol-
low the President by making a few remarks upon
the topics alluded to. He was glad to sec so
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many proposals made for the improvement of
the port, and the several other improvements
which had been spoken of, but after what
the President had stated, he would refrain
from making any obscrvations at present on
that score. In regard to the Cotton Frauds
Act, he felt himself bound to express his dissent
from the opinions of the President. ITe had
taken a great interest in the question, and lad
made himself acquainted with most of the corres-
pondence which had been published on it both in
Bombay and Caleutta, but from all he had read
the greater part of those who argued against the
Bill were men who Lad more to do with ships
than cotton.  The maxim of caveat emptor he did
not accept unconditionally in a case like what the
Cotton Frauds Act aimed at ; the process in a
Civil Court in the Mofussil is generally of a slow
and tedious nature, the Buropean merchants will
seldom resort {o it when fully occupied with other
business, unless in cases of a grave nature ; na-
tives in such cases will be left unpunished, and a
penal enactment would deal more swiftly with
such a case; bub the opinion expressed by “l‘ﬁ TPre-
sident was 1o wait, and he would thoreﬁ;re refrain
from making any farther comments on the subject
at present. Then in  regard to the proposed
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Hooghly Bridge, he regretted to find thab .in
the report no notice had been taken of it,
and no mention made of any action having
been taken in regard to it This work had
been long delayed, and it was a matter which
affected f;lle interests of the whole mercantile
community of Calcutta. A great deal depended
upon its completion, and men whose opinions
were held in the highest respect had recommend-
ed it. Trom the statistical tables which had been
published and retwrns made, it appeared thab
from 25,000 to 30,000 people cross the river daily.
There could not be a doubt that the completion of
such a project would be conferring a great boon
upon the people of the city. He would strongly
yecommend that the committee should not lose

“sight of it. With the advancement of engincer-

ing science the question of constructing such a
bridge has long been settled, and if a permancnt
structure cannob be agreed upon ab once, let us
have the Floating Bridge first, and test the actual
traffic ; but looking at the fact that in  every
metropolis and great trading centre in Europe as
well as  in America, the tendency is to bring
works like Railways into the very heart of the
city, and the same must be ecome to here sooner
or later ; the longer the matter is deferred the
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greater the expense. It can searcely be believed
by any one acquainted with Western progress,
that at the very base of a great Railway net work
proposed to be further largely extended, the
Darrier should remain unbridged which separates
the metropolis from the traffic, and, to say the
least, very materially impedes it. The Cham-
ber has so fully written on this subject that he
would not add further argument, but would hope
that if the Port improvements are to be carried
out, as we expect they will be, the danger of
cyclones, frequently urged against the scheme, will
not affect us more than similar natural visitations
that are experienced by works of this kind in
other countries. e therefore hoped that the
Chamber will not allow the matter to drop out of
sight. The question of cyclones had been raised,
but he thought fears from them would be reduced
to the minimum if a goodbridge were constructed 5
besides, if the argument was caried to this
extent, it would be tantamount to saying that
no body could live in stone-built houses for fear of
an earthquake.

He was pleased to sce the Government have
resolved to make a change in the weights and
measures and in such a liberal spirit ; it will be a
most gratifying change, because commerce above
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a1l other considerations has long enough suffered
from the great diversity of weiglts and measures
all over the country.

As vegards the esport duty on rice, it was all
very well to increase it for a time when the Go-
vernment was under great financial pressure, but
when it practically came to a point that it would
crush an important breach of trade, upon which
places like Akyab, Bassien and even Rangoon
were almost exclusively depending, and which
affects ourselves a good deal too, he thought
that werchants should 1nake a stand against these
encroachments.  Prospects of merchants have of
Tate not been very bright ; profits become small
as we get nearer brought in contact with Europe
through telegraph communications, and works
like the Suez Camal; we can therefore hardly
afford to lose an important branch of our business,
an opinion in which he hoped all merchants will
concur. At present the finances of the country
are at a low ebb, and it was not expected the Go-
vernment would give up the duly voluntarily.
With regard to the financial question, he begged
to remind them that two or three years ago,
after the famine in Orissa, when large remissions
of revenues were made, and extraordinary ex-
penditure going on, it had heen suggested.at the
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meeling of the Chamber of Commerce that the
Government should meet this by a loan! A%
that time money was going a begging in England
at 2 per cent for good investment, and the Go-
vernment of India stood in a favorable position
as borrowers.  When the Abyssinian War broke
out money was raised in this country, and at
what rate we may infer as outside merchants
only from the fact that the Bank of Bengal
kept the discount at 9 and 10 per cent when
in the Bazar it was about half the figure;
and this was the institution in which the Go-
vernment was a shareholder, and by its Charter
bound to aid commerce and industry of the
country, As far as we could see, they did the
same for which Bombay had been severcly cri-
ticised and blamed, by lending all their money
to a shareholder, and the only difference was
that the debtor on this side could pay eventually.
My, Dickson, the Seerctary of the Bank of Ben-
gal, was publicly thanked for the mauner in which -
Te relieved the Government from its pecuniary
embarrassments ; the Directors of the Bank
ought to have been invested with the Star of
India for theirexertions. (laughter,) ITe had no
intention of casting any aspersions on the Govern-
ment in these matters, but the merchants were
fivst aflected, and were the first to suffer by these
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financial measures. Taxes have pressed heavily
upon them, and at the same time with imperial
taxation there had been a very heavy local and
municipal taxation. It was, in {act, a very heavy
{axation they had to bear, while trade had been
exceedingly stagnant.

My, Eldvidge said that, after listening to
ibe eloquent remarks which had fallen from the
last speaker and the President on the subject
of the export duties upon rice, he bad very little
1o add, Trom his own oxperience, however, he
always found that merchants of Calcutta, cither
owing to climate, or some other influence, re-
quired spurring, or something of the sort, to sti-
mulate them in their endeavoms. Mr. Reinhold
had referred to the very inadequate remuncration
which merchants in India received compared with
what they do at home. They have no such ap-
preciative public here as they bave in England ;
and it seemed to him thab what little they now
gob was likely fo be still further reduced from the
position which the Government hold in regard to
the export duty upon rice. It was hardly neces-
sary for him to enter info ihe objections raised
against that duty. The principles, he Dbelioved,
were well Jnown. They would all yemember
that when Mr, Wilson pub a tax of one npee a
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maund on saltpelre, it was found that the revenue
from that article alone had increased consider-
ably ; it then decreased very markedly, and it
was soon found mnceessary to abolish the duty
altogether. It was only now that the trade wasre-
oaining some portion of ils former dimension.
These duties were ruinous to the order and trade
of a country. The Indian Government have no
excuse for raising this duty, because India is not
the only rice-producing country in the world.
There were Cochin China and Siam that produced
rice ; to say nothing of America, which, apart
from supplying her own States, now supplies
foreign countries. Although labor was verycheap
in Tndia, there were other questions to be counsi-
dered and remembered. In the chief rice ports
that article formed the staple food of the popula-
tion, and they weve there subject to very heavy
taxation. He referred to the ports of Rangoon,
Bassein, and Calcubta. Though bearing in mind
the financial position of the country, he agreed
with the President that a representation should
be made to the Government on the subject to
ask them to give up the duty upon rice, as it was
much better to do that than to allow the trade to
come to a standstill.  Ife looked upon it very
much in the light of the Surgeon who did not
hesitale to cut off' & maw’s limb for the purpose

/
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of saving bis life ; and it iz not too late even now
to save a very valuable trade to India. They had it
recorded that Mr. Massey, in his financial state-
ment for 1867, promised that at any time, i this
duty was found to be obnoxious and pressing too
heavily upon the people, it should he abolished ;
and judging from the applause which greeted the
President’s remarks that the duty on rice export-
ed from Rangoon should be done away with, he
thought that the whole of the members of
the Chamber were unanimous on the subject.
He was confident that their Committee would
make an immediate appeal to the Government
for the reduction of this duty. Ilewas glad that
the subjeet had been so prominently brought for-
ward, because some difliculty always existed in
bringing forward the question in Committees. I
was certainly very gratifying to find such an una-
nimous expression of opinion on the subject at a
public meeting.

. Colvin said that he would not inflict apon
the meeting any lengthy remarks in reforence to
ihe export duty on rice. In his opinion, it was
nothing more than a barrier against an artificial
source of wealth. Tle suggested that instead of
waiting for replies to communications add; essed Lo
Government, always a very long matter, they ought
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to lose no time in going up to the Government
alter the approaching festivities, in the form of a
deputation composed of the merchants of Cal-
catta, who might wait upon Ilis Excellency the
Viceroy, and represent to him the views of the
Chamber on the subject.

The Chairman said that he had great pleasure
in finding that the members had expressed their
opinions so freely on the various topics, especially
that referring to the important question of the
rvice dutics. 'What had now taken place he was
swre would stimulate the members of the Com-
mittee to adopt more active measures in regard
to these matters. The suggestion thrown out by
the last speaker was a very excellent one, as the
case required immediate action. In regard to the
remarks made by Mr. Reinhold on the IHooghly
Bridge, the Committce had not mentioned it
simply because theyhad nothing new onthe subject
1o lay before the Chamber. They had mnoé been
able to obtain any definite information, although
Mr. Leslie, the Engineer, had called upon him, and
had told him that he had heard in a dewi-ofiicial
way that the tolls to be collected from it were to
be conceded for a period of 20 years. But no

official communication had been received from the
Government, and he believed he was correct in
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saying that they had received no communication
from the home Government as {o the permanent
Railway Dridge. There was one other matter
which he had to notice, and that was that the
Chamber were soon going to lose the services of
Mr. Graham, who had for a long time served on
the Committee, and who intended to leave the
country in a few months. Mr. Graham had
served long and faithfully, and it was necessary
that a successor should be nominated in his room.
He did not think that there was anything more
to be put before the Chamber. . °

The following resolutions was put to the meet-

ing, and carried unanimously :

Proposed by the Chairman,
Seconded by Mr, H. Reinhold,—

“That the I
gal Chamber of
ed 31st Octoby

eport of the Committee of e Ben-
f Commerce for the half:year end-
er 1869 be received and adopted,”

Proposed by the Chairman,

Seconded by My, I, G. Eldridge,—

“That the Comy

mittee’s conditions i
Mot S nal clection of

Jameson ang Co, and I, D. I
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. «
Ezra, Bsq., as members of the Chamber of Com-
merce, be confirmed.”

Mr. Graham said he had a few remarks to make
in regard to the mammer in which the voting af-
fected the members of Committec. At present
members voted for gentlemen without knowing
whether they were willing to serve on the Com-
mittec or not, and it not unfrequently happened
when they voted for the appointment of a gentle-
men, that he declined to accept the office, e was
of opinion that if a certain number of members,
who were willing to serve, were nominated for
clection it would be far better and save disap-
pointments,

The Chairman was of opinion that the sugges-
tions made by the last speaker had a great deal
of truth in them. A great many did not fuel dis-
posed to vote, without some indication that those
for whom they voted would serve, and it was
rather tantalising for members to find {heir no-
minees decline to serve. In lis opinion, the best
mothod of meeting the suggestion would be to
refer it to the Committee, who would consider the
scheme most likely to meet with the approval of
the Chamber generally, and then submit it to the
members.
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My, Eldridge, while fully concurring in the
views expressed by Mr. CGhraham in the matter of
voting, said that there was but one objection as

to the way in which the voles were to be taken, .

and that was that {fic merchants of Caleutta wero
a very modest class of men, and if any of them
were asked to serve, they would most likely
decline to do so, and on the other hand, if any ono
accepted the office, and the nomination was nof;
carried into eflect, it would perhaps give offence
to the nomince. 1If, however, those who were
willing to serve sent in their names to the Clom-
mittee, that would be an excellent arrangoment.

The third resolution was as follows :—
Proposed by Mr, B. D. Colvin,
Seconded by Mr. H. Reinhold,—

“That the cordial thanks of the Chamber of
Col\{xllcl‘ce be given to the Committee for their
services dwing the past half-year,”

Ar. Iutehison said that this was the frst time
he had the honor of addressing the Chzunbcl"
1'1411(1 his reasons for refiaining litherto from dCAi
mng 50 was that there were many hetter able than
?nmsclfto comment on the many important w(l
Jeels which engaged the attention of the Ch:un'bc:
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TFrom the conversation he had himself with
members, and his own oxperience, he didnot think
that there was any gentleman who had taken so

. much pains in the interests of the Chamber as M.

Graham. e would take this opportunity of pro-
posing a vote of thanks to that gentleman, for the
services rendered by him to the Chamber (hoar,
hear), He would also embrace this oppor-
tunity of making a few remarks with reference
to the manner in which the Chamber of Com-
merce had heen talked of, even by some of the
members of it, out of doors. Tle had often in-
formed them that the remedy lay in their own
hands.  Why did they not move in the matter
themselves, instead of talking in the manner they
did 2Tt was all very well for them to say that
tlis was to be done, or that was to be done, but he
would like to know why they did not do it them-
sclves. Those who talled so lightly generally took
no trouble themselves. They don’t take half the
trouble they ought to in any matter relating to the
Chamber. They wereall very deeply indebted to
Mr. Graham, and ifall took the samec interest in
the Chamber as Mr. Graham had taken the affairs
of the Chamber would be far diffierent.  Te con-
cluded by proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Gra-
Tiam for his services during many years,
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My, Reinhold said that, with reference to vobing,
Tie was of opinion that half of the members of the
Committee should go out every year; at any rate,
two ought to goout by rotation. This was a
mere suggestion on his part, and, if it were carried
out, the other members would have an oppportu-
nity of acquainting themselves more with the
working of the Chamber which he thought would
inerease the general interest and influence of the
TInstitution.

The Chairman said that he fully saw the force
ofall that had been suggested by Mr. Hutchison,
as the Committec ought only to he the mouth-

picee and exceutive of the Chamber ; the more

frecly the members generally imparted their views
ou all subjocts, the more effectually could the
Commitiee carry out the general working of the
Chawmber.  He cordially agreed in the expression
of the vote of thanlks which had been paid to Mr.
Ciraham for his services on the Committec.

The resolution having been put and carried by
acclamation, My, Graham said that he was exceed-
ingly obliged to Mr. Tutchison for the resolution
pub by him, and for the manner in which it had
been received by the Chambor.  Te Lad experi-
eneed great pleasure in having been associated
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with the gentlemen of the Committes for so
many years.

The Chagrman said that there was one more
point of which he had been reminded by the -
Secretary, and that had reference to the proposed
illumination in honor of the arival of Tis
Royal Highness the Dulke of Edinburgh. Money
had been voted, and all the prelimiaries
settled, in communication with the Directors of
the Bonded Warehouse, to illuminate the Bonded
‘Warehiouse ; but the Insurance Offices had step-
ped in and had put a veto upon it, as they objected
to having the building lighted either with oil
or gas ; consequently the mattter had to be
dropped, and the Chamber of Commerce would
Deall in the dark.

After the usual vote of thanks to the chair, the
meeting terminated.

IL W. 1. WOOD,

Secretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Reronr or 1ur Cowurrne ror run Haur-Yrar
rypen 3lsr Ocroser 1869.

The Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the last
half-year.

Peort Fund.

The proposed increase to the Port Dues on
shipping occupied & prominent place in the pro-
ceedings of the last half-yearly meeting of the
Chamber, and it was then announced that the
Lieutenant-Governor had agreed to the appoint-
ment of a Special Commission to investigate the
accounts of the Port Pund, and the system under
which it had been managed. The President and
Vice-President of the Chamber were appointed
Membors of that Commission, whose report, after
being unavoidably delayed much hbeyond the
time originally expected, has very recently gone
in to Government, and will, the Committee trust,
in due time, be made public. Without unduly an-
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ticipating the contents of that report, the Commit-
tee may say that they understand the Commis-
sion have not tecommended any addition to the
Port Dues, and that they have made certain sug-
gestions for the future working of the Port Tund
which they deem fair and equitable to all concern
ed, and which, if adopted by Government, will,
they believe, put the Fund on a s ctory footing,
and ensure its futwre "good working without
adding to the burdens already borne by the ship-
ping frequenting the Port.

Port Improvement Trust.

In their last Half-yearly Report the Commiitee
submitted copy of a representation made by them
to the Governor General in Council, which was
‘in fact a very full resumé of the action taken by
them from time to time in conmection with this
important matter. The subject seems to have

received prompt attention, and in July the Com-

mittee received, through the Bengal Clovernment,
the orders of the Government of India for the
reconstitution of the Trust, accompanicd by a
request from the Licutenant-Governor for any
su tions the Committee might wish to nmkuc
in regaid tothe carrying out of the same, In
some respects these orders differ from the views
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put forth-by the Government of Bengal, and on
certain points also from the opinions entertained
by the Commiitee, but on the whole they are
such as must give satisfaction to all interested
in the matter, affording as they do good hope that
the Trust will be re-established, at no very distant
date, with a constitution free from some of the
defects which were so apparent in the former
organization, and such as is likely to ensure the
success of the important object for which it is
designed. Tor the convenience of members the
official documents above referred to, together
with the Commitiee’s last communication to the
Government of  Bengal, are given at the close of
this paragraph. It will be seen that, in availing
themselves of the Licutenant-Governor's request
for suggestions, the Commitbee have only touch-
ed upon some of the more prominent points in-
volved in the orders of the Government of India,
such as the number of members composing the
Trust, the financial responsibilities with which
it is to start, and the mode of reimbursing the
Government of India for monies advanced. In
limiting their remarks to these and a fow other
topics, the Committee did not wish it to be un-
derstood that in all other respects the orders of
the Government of India have their entire appro-
val. Tt seemed to them however that there has
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been already too much time lost, that the great
object is to have the undertaking sct on foot, and
that they would best serve the commereial inter-
osts of the Port by refraining from present
pressure of their own views on minor points, in
the belicf that when a little practical working has
shown where and how changes may best be made,
the Government will not be found unwilling to
consider a case fairly stated and to modify the
orders now issued.

Trom Govt. of Bengal, in the Public Works
Department, to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Tort William, the 144k July, 1869.

With reference to the correspondence as per margin, T
Lettor No. 1190 of 2150 O directed by the Licutenant-
]c\ccli’.ll u:'?;‘]m‘?is'ctl(.’n ‘:\ll.i‘s& Governor to forward herewith, for
Commeree. LottorXo, of  the information of the Chamber,
{)0“':;1)“‘{1:"‘\ 808, fom - a copy of my letter No. 3199,
dated 31st May Tast, to the Go-
vernment of India, in the Public Works Department,
and of a. Resolution in that Department, No. 415,
dated 5th carrent, regarding the fresh constitution of the
Caleutta Port Tmprovement Trust, and to state that the
Lieutenant-Governor will he obliged by any suggestions
which the Chamber may wish to offer in regard to the
manner of giving effect to the instructions receiv
the Government, of India,

cd from
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Trom Government of Bengal, tn  the DPublic
Works Depariment, lo Government of India,
Public TWorks Department.

Tort William, the 31st May, 1869.

TReferring to Colonel Dickens’ letter No. 87C. of the
13th February 1868, relating to the conditions to be
observed in constituting a fresh ageney for the improve-
ment of the Port of Caleutte, and offering certain

obscrvations for the consideration of the TLicutenant-
Governor, I am desired to observe as follows :—

9. The Licutenant-Governor would much prefer that
the Bill should he drawn without any attempt to limit
the exercise of cxceutive functions to the Chairman or
head of the new body, or to give that officor any right
to defer action pending rcference to the Local Govern-
ment in cases in which e might differ from his colleagues.
Tis Honor thinks that to leave to the other Mcmbers no
functions heyond such as may be purely consullative,
would be eminontly caleulated to deter merchants and

business-men; generally, whose co-operation is very
cssential, from consenting to serve in the Commission.

3. The Licutenant-Governor sees mo objeclion to
abstain {rom fixing the number of Commissioners beyond
defining that there shall be as many Commissioncrs, not
being less than three, as the Liocal Government may,
from time to time, deem proper. Ile is, however, of
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opinion that the Commission should include a consider-
able non-official or mercantile clement, on account of
the importance of the measwe as regards this class of
interest, and the benefits to be derived from the support
and advice of highly interested and well qualified ad-
ministrators in working a measure of this nature.

4. The Licutenant-Governor docs not consider that
the enactment of compulsory clauses, such as Nos., 47 to
5L of Act X of 1866, should be reserved till its necessity
becomes appavent; he thinks that, if it is possible to_
suppose that future legislation might become neeessary,
it will be wise to anticipate it. Future legislation could
only be necessary to defeat conflicting interests which
were springing up, and consequently would not be
effected without cousiderable friction and opposition,
Legislation now will render the birth of any such in-
terests impossible, and as it will ouly he adopting the
actually existing law, probably no one will object.

5. In reference to

the concluding paragraph of
Colondl Dickens’ lotter,

Tanm to remark that the Licute-
nant-Governor helieves that the hypothesis on which the
whole project rests, is that ships do need works such as
are contemplated, and he does not understand how
can be doubt regarding the point
venienee of the ships needs such

there
“vhether the real con-
orks or not,

6. ’l‘!nc Lientenant-Governor does not fully apprehend
the bearing of the remark {hay « the best way to make
“the tade pay for the works if there e o loss at first

e,
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« would appear to be to pul some general duty or tax on
“the whole commerce of the Port. The community
“may, His Excelleney in Council thinks, legitimately be
“ called upon, as a whole, to provide the means of con-
« structing works which shall be of gencral utility, end it
«is no sufficient ground for exempting an individual that
“ e personally does not benefit to the full by t!‘xc‘ arrange-
“ments for which, in common with other citizens, he

“ has to pay.”

7. The schedules of tolls should not only cover all
current charges of working and interest on the capifnl,
but should provide a certain sinking fund for repaying
the capital expended. This is contemplated in the
present Aet, and any losses at first would thus be covered
without any tax on the commerce of the port be-
vond the contemplated tolls, As regards  the tolls being
“gcncr:\l cventually, T am to remark that itis propna?d ‘to
occupy the whole extent of river bank within the limits
of the Port for the purposes of the Act, and no goods
could, therefore, be landed without paying the tolls, the
whole shipping of the Port would pay.

8. 1If the remark under discussion alludes to possible
failure in the objects and works, the Licutenant-Governor
would observe that any cnforced payment to cover a
failure would doubtless be felt to be a hardship, It is
not to be supposed that a large measure of this sort can

- e carried out without experience shewing that improve-

ments are necessary, and that the original measures might
have been more perfect; but allowing for such failures
(if they can be so called), which are incidental to all new
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projeets, such as this, of adapting the customs of other
parts of the world to a locality peeuliar as regards its
river and its method of transacting business, His Honor
caunot anticipate losses or the failure of the measure. If,
however, such were to occur, he considers that it would
be better to allow the whole community, 4. c., the general
revenues, to pay than to restrict payment to merely the
mercantile community.

9. The Committee of Justices, under the Dengal Act
X. of 1866, having ceased to act, the Licutenant-Goyernor
would propose, with the consent of the Governor-Gene-
ral in Council, to repeal that law at once, and af the
same time to make provision for levying tolls on the new
Jetties and other works of improvement which are now
nearly completed.  The use made of these Jetties may
possibly be of some assistance in pointing out the exact
shape which the Port Improvement arrangement should

1ti take. The Licut Governor would propose
to give power to the Local Government, under the Act now
i "' y d in supersession of Act X, of 1866,
to appoint Commissioners for the of the
new jetbies, and their appurtenances, including of cowrse,
the collection of the dues to he levied for thejr \lse)

The Act should also probably contain a provision corrcs:
ponding with that of Scction 47, At X. of 1866,

Tiom Government, of Bengal fo Chamber ot 10- T am to ene
Commesce, No, 1200, dated 21t Tabrony 1669, g for the

Ttom Chanber of ' Comanorce to Govormens 1056 {02 the infor.
of Benzal, duted 10th Mavch 1565,
Governor-General in ¢
on the margin,

mation  of  the
souncil, eopy of the lettors noted

9
No. 3200,

Copy of the above, and of the letter to which it is
a reply, together with a copy of the Licutenant-Grovernor’s
Minute, dated 2nd December 1867, forwarded to the
Assistant  Sccretary to the Government of Bengal,
Legislative Branch, for early attention with reference to
paragraph 9 of the above letter.

Orders by the Government of India, in the Public
Works Department,—(No. 415C., dated Simla, the 5th
July 1869,

OnpEr—Ordered that a copy of the following Reso-
lution be forwarded to the Government of Bengal for in-
formation and guidance.

Also to the Financial Department, with copies of the
paper read, for information.

Calcutta Port Improvement Trusl.
Read again the following papers :—

Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 67M.,
dated 20th December 1867, with enclosures.

Letter from the Government of Bengal, No, 144, dated
11th Jauuary 1868, with enclosures.

To the Government of Bengal, No. 87C, dated 13th
February 1868,
14
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Read also—

Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 3199,
dated 31st May 1869, with-cnclosures,

ResoLuroN.—In  TFebruary 1868 the views of the
Government of India on certain points connected with
the constitution of a Trusé for tlie Improvement of the
Port of Ualeatia in licu of that formed under Bengal
Act.X. of 1866 werc icated to the Government
of Bengal, and the reply of that Government, giving
the opinions of his Honor the Licutenant-Governor, and
enclosing a letter containing those of the Chamber of
Commerce on the various points advanced by the Govern-
ment of India, having now been reccived, have had the
careful consideration of the Governor-General in Council
and the result of the deliberations of His Exceller:ey in
Council is as follows :—

2. It was proposed by the Government of India (Pub-
lic Works Department No. 87C., dated 13th February
1868) that the cxccutive functions of the Trust
should, as far as possible, be exercised by the Chairman,
the duties of the other Members being purely consulta-
tive. This is objected to by His Honor the Licutenant
Governor and by the Chamber of Commeree, on the
ground that any such restriction would be likely o have
the cffect of deterring Members of the Commereial Com-
munity from consenting to serve on the Commission, On
further consideration, the Government of India is willing
to concede this point, as the object that was in vicw,

namely, the maintenance on the part of the Government

e ——
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of a cowplele control over all the proceedings of the
Trust, may be better attained otherwise, as deseribed more
fully below.

3. Asregards the number of which the Trust is to
consist, the Governor-Gieneral in Council is of opinion
that there are valid grounds for fixing the total number
of Trustees. His Excellency in Council considers that
the number suggested by the Chamber of Commerce is
too large, and would propose to fix the number ab 7, of
whom three would form a quorum for the transaction of
Dusiness.

4. The Governor-General in Council is unable to see
any reason for departing from the opinion before express-
ed as to the objectionable natare of the Scctions 47 to
51 of Bengal Act X. of 1866, which gave certain com-
pulsory powers to the Trustees, and as regards the appli-
cation of these clauses excepting to Dboats and inland
country vessels ; this opinion is supported by that of the
Chamber of Commerce. His Excellency in Couneil,
however, thinks there has Dbeen some misconception of
the intentions of the Government of India on this
subject. Itis at once coneeded that a power to regulate
the landing and shipping of goods in the port is nccessary.
But instead of such a power as is given by Aect X., which
extends to ordering the discharge of the cargo of any
vessel in the Port at any jetty or wharf of the Thrustecs,
whether it is desired by the ship-owner or consignee or
not, all that appears to be wanted is the right to regulate
the places for landing and shipping goods of various kinds,
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ot for loading and unloading vessels of various kinds, and
prohibiting the landing or shipping of goods otherwise
than in accordance with such regulations. This power
is already possessed, to a great estent, by the Loeal
Government under Clauses 59 and G0 of the Customs
(Act VI. of 1863,) for Custom-house purposes. What
is needed for the purposes of the Trust might be authorized
to be provided for in their Bye-laws, subjeet fo the
approval of the Local Government,

5. As regards the position to be given to the Trust
financially, which is referred to in paragraphs 5 to 8 of the
Government of Bengal letter No. 3199, dated 81st May
1869, there would also seem to have been some little mis-
apprehicasion of the views of the Government of India.
The intention was that, inasmuch as all operations of the
Tenst would vivtually be based npon  Government credit,
ihe Government must have absolute sceurity that the
interest on all money advanced {o the Trust directly by
the Government, or borrowed by the Trust, slu;)uld~ be
duly discharged and the capital paid off, asthe case might
require.  The income to he devived from the works and
conveniences provided by the Trast would, of course,’
form the proper source from which to mect all such pay-
ments 5 but if, under any circumstances, this fand should
not suffice to cover all the obligatory charges, then the
shipping and trade of the port, in behalf of which ihe
operations ave exclusively carvied out, must be regarded as
xesponsible for any shortcomings, and the deﬁcic!:\cy must
be made good by a general rate of some sort.  This the
Government of India continues to consider an essential
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part of the arrahgement, from which it cannot recede,
and it cannot give its assent to the opinion expressed in
the latter part of paragraph 8 of the Bengal Government
letter to the effect that the general revenues should bear
the loss involved by any failure in the measures under-
taken.

6. But whilst it is necessary carcfully to guard the
interests of Government and of the general tax-payer in
this way, it is manifestly desirable that no undue charge
shall be put upon the trade of the port dwring the carlier
years of the operation of the Trust, and in this view the
Government of India will readily accede to an arrange-
ment such as is contemplated in paragraphs 10 and 11 of
the letter of the Chamber of Commerce, by which the
burden of the financial responsibilitics of the Trust shall
he fairly distributed over a series of years, in a manner
that shall avoid an inequitable charge being made upon
persons who cannot possibly benefit by the works, &e.

%. The Government of Bengal proposes to pass an

Act at once, repealing Act X. of 1866, and giving to the
Local Government power to appoint Commissioners for
the management of the new jettics, now nearly completed,

including the collection of dues. This Commission is
apparently intended to be mercly temporary, until such
time as the new Trust be organized. The Government
of Tndia scesno reasons why the Act coustituting the
permanent Trust should not be passed during the next
cold scason, and it would appear objectionable to create
any new body which would last only six montbs. The
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Government of India considers that it might be sufficient

to pass an Act repealing Act X. of 1866, and declaring-

the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal to be the representa-
tive of the old Trust, and that all the powers conferred
under the old Act might be exercised by the Government
through such person or persons as it might appoint. This
course is suggested for the consideration of His ITonor,
and possibly may be that which was intended. The l)owérs
conferred under this Act should, however, in the opinion
of the Governor-General in Council, be strictly limited so
as not to extend beyond the 80th April 1870, by which
time the permanent body should be formed. Tlis Txcel-
lency in Council thinks it cssential that positive pledge
shall thus be given that no further delay, beyond wh:t
is cssevtin], should be allowed to oceur in placing these
operations on a proper footing.

S.. The Government of India is further of
varions iderati which is
t]m? the final Act constituting the new T
passed in the Council of the Licutenant-Governor,  t}
draft being submitted for the previous perusal of th c’G "e
ernment of India. Ilis Honor the Lieutcnnnt-Gv;ve'o‘-
will doubtless understand that, on account of the I”.for
financial considerations involved, it is necessary fc "‘53
Governor-General in Council to sce that til‘; ' '0" ot
control thought essential by the Government of II)O‘:]’CIs -
properly sccured, and that the provision madenfo]: :lre
¢ State in respect to the loans made f:;
cments is complete and suflicient,

opinion, on
Y to detail,
ust should be

the port improy

I4
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9. Having thus disposed of the more special points
which have been referred to in the papers now before the
Government of Tndia, the ‘Governor-General in Council
will procced to record the conclusions to which he has
come as to the general system under which the new Trusb
should be definitively constituted and its financial rela-
tions with the Government should be settled.

10. The Trust should, in the opinion of the Governor-
General in Council, be gencrally placed on the basis of
giving to the Government of Bengal a complete power-of
control over all its proceedings, and over the appoint-
ment and removal of all its Members. The Local
Government shonld be able to exercise a power of vefo
on all the proceedings of the Trust, and to require the
Trust to give cffect to any instructions issued for its
guidance.

11. The Board of Commissioners would act as Trus-
tees of Government, for whom they would hold " the
property made over for their administration ; and the
powers given to them should, consequently, be so limited
as to prevent their taking up a position of hostility or
opposition to the Govermment, or from attempting to
cxercise any rights, or make any claims, in opposition to
the orders or decisions of the Government.

19. Al details of the system-of conducting the busi-
ness of the Board may, therefore, probably be best left
to be settled in communication with the Local Govern-
ment, by which also would be regulated the accounts and
retwrns to be kept and published, aud the system of
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audit to be adopted. For purposes of financial ‘control,
the ageney of the Public Works Account Office would
apparently be suitable and sufficient. Al the expenditure
of the Board should be under the complete control of
the Government, and the Local Government would deter-
ming, at its discretion, the extent to which any indepen-
dent power of expenditure should be entrusted to the
Board. The Local Government would dispose of all
cstimates for works, &e. up to two lakhs of Rupees,
above which the previous approval of the Government of
India would be considered necessary.

13, Asregavds the employment of establishment, the
Government of India will leave it to the Government of
Bengal to suggest rules under which salaries to be paid
from the funds of the Trust shall be fixed and sanctioned ;
but in this matter the Board should be placed under the
full control of the Government, subject to any discretion-
ary power given them by the rules thus to be laid down.

) 14 No lands assigned to the Board should be sold
or alienated, or leased for a term exceeding, say ten years,
without the sanction of the Tiocal Government,

15. No powers of levying tolls, wh:
fees, rents, rates, &e. should Dbe ass
any other party without the special
Government,

arfage, or other
igned by the Board to

16. The works that may be e;
appear sufliciently well defined
seems worth considering

arried ot by the Board
under Act X. But it
hether power may mnot also he

1 sanction of the Lccal

i
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given to undertake the working of steam tugs both in the
port and river, as it is not unlikely that the Board might
cventually have steamers; and, if so, it would be desir-
able to have the means of rendering them profitable when
not required for the special purposes of -the Trust. Also
whether general powers to carry on any operations which
may tend to the improvement of the port, or of the
arrangements connected - therewith, so as to eflect the
greatest possible good for the trade, may not be given,
subject only to the approval of the Local Government.
Under the proposed constitution of the Trust such a
course would be attended with no risk.

17. The powers given in Section 56 of Act X appear
to the Government of India to be hardly sufficient to
provide for all that is necessary in respect to the levy of
tolls, rates, &e., and the schedule B. annexed to the Act
is plainly not wide cnough. These points shonld be
reconsidered, and the propriety of leaving the fixing of
the rates to the Liocal Government may also be suggested.

18.  Attention should be given to the definition of the
limits of the port for the purposes of the Trust. Tt will
probably be desirable to allow the Local Government the
power of extending these limits by notification, irrespee-
tive of the port limits as fixed under Act XXII of 1865,
to which the action of the Trust is limited by Act X.
Such a power as is above suggested would give the means
of stopping any attempt being made to erect convenicnces
Jjust beyond the existing limits of the port, which might
be injurious to the interests of the Trust.

c
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19. Itisalsoa point for consideration whether the
right to ereet works, such as those which the Trust will
undertake, below high watermark should not be vested
exclusively in the Bowrd, unless the previous sanction
of the Tieal Government were obtained ; and whether
the Tiocal Government shonld not he authorized to pres-
cribe conditions for the construetion and nse of any such
works carried out undeir its sanction. Possibly such a
power may exist in a move or less complete degree under

the Customs Act.

90, The Government will transfer to  the Board, for
management, the portion of the Strand Bank made ove
to the old Trust, with all the jetties and other works that
have rccently been erccied. No rent or other charge
will be made for such land, &c., excepting as hercafter
provided.

21. The whole sum expended by the Government
on all the works made over to the Board will be placed
to their debit in an account with the Government ; but
no charge will be made for land, or for any works, &e.,
transforred on which expenditure has not taken place
sinee 1850, The sum, if any, remaining at the debit of
the Justices under Act X excluding all vent charged for
Tand, will also be debited to the new Trust.

22. The Toard will be bound al any time, on the
requisition  of the Government, to re-transfer to the
Government any portion of the land, works, Le., now to
be made over to the Trust, which it shall he declared is
equired for a public parpose, on payment by the Govern-
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ment of the sum now debited to the Trust, if any, for such
land or works, together with any actual sum expended
subsequently for any improvement made to such land
or works, sct off by any corresponding deterioration.
But no claims shall be entertained in such eases for any
enhancement of value or price on any account whatever.
Tand provided free of cost to the Trust shall be surren-
dered without payment.

23. The Board will be bound to pay to the Govern-
ment interest on the whole sum thus to be debited to the

Trust, and from time to time remaining unpaid, at the

vate of 4} por cont. per awnum, together with the whole
of the Capital, in instalments to be spread over 30 years.
The Government of India will be prepared so to arrangs
for the discharge of the interest and instalments of Capital
as to relieve the Trust from the obligation to make such
payment ab an unduly heavy rate until the works to he
undertaken come into operation.

24, The claims of the Government on account of
interest and instalments of Capital shall be a first eharge
against the revenues of the Trustees, and the Board
shall be authorized and bound to levy such rates on the
shipping and boals entering the port of Caleutta, or on
goods landed or shipped there, whether at the works of
the Trust or not, as shall be required, in addition to the
ordinary income of the Trust derived from all other
sources, and after paying all the other recessary charges
of the Board to supply the sum duc to the Government
under the last clause.  The rates so to be levied shall be
adjusted as nearly as possible to make good any deficiency
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of the ordinary income, but any residue remaining after
discharging the claims of the Government may be applicd
to the general purposcs of the Trast.

25. The Board would be empowered to borrow from
time to time, for expenditure on the purposes for which
it will be constituted, such sums as the Government
shall approve, subject to any rules or orders as to the
manner or terms of so borrowing as shall be approved by
the Government of India, which will also evercise a
diseretion as to whether the loans shall be made in the
open market or to be taken from the Government., In
the. latter case, the currrent rate of Government loans
of the day would only he charged.

26. The gencral objections described in pavagraphs 23
and 24 will be also applicable to all sums payable as
inferest or instalments of Capital under paragraph 25 ;
and alike whether the debt be to the Government or to
other persons.

27. On the general principles above anunciated, the
new Act should, in the opinion of the Government of
Tndia, be framed, the object being to sccurc an Adminis-
trative Trust strictly subordinate to the Government in
all essential, but having ample exceutive powers for the
proper performance of the business entrusted to it,

From Bengal Chamber of Commerce to Govern-
ment of Bengal, Public Works Department.

Caleutta, 5ith August, 1869
Tam desired by the.Committee of the Clmmbcr’of(,‘om-
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merce to acknowledge the receipt of your lebter No. 4125
of the 14th ultimo, forwarding copy of your letter of 31st
May last to the Government of India and of the Resolu-
tion of the Governor-General in Council regarding the
fresh constitution of the Calcutta Port Improvement
Trust. .

2. The Hon’ble the Licutenant-Governor having invited
the Chamber to submit any suggestions which they may
wish to offer in regard {othe manner of giving cffect to
the instructions received from the Government of India,
the Committec have attentively considered the subject,
and the following remarks arc communicated in reply to
Mis Honor’s reference.

3. His Excell the Gover G 1 in Council
considers that the number of members who shall form the
Commission or Board of M. t as suggested by the

Chamber,—viz., 15—is too large, and proposes to fix the
number at 7,—3 forming a quornm for the transaction
of business: but beyond limiting the number of the
Board, the Resolution is silent as to its personal com-
position, no provision heing made as to the extent to which
Government shall be represented or the Municipality and
Mercantile and Trading Communities recognised. Assum-
ing, however, that the previous views of Government in
this respect are understood, though not expressed, to be
adhered to, in that casc the representatives of Government
would form an excessive majority of the Board and the
non-official element would, in the opinion of the Com-
mittee, be inadequately represented.
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The Committee are ofopinion that the number proposed
by the Government of India would leave avery narvow

worl:s made over Lo the Board will be pluced to their debil
in an account with the Government ; bul no charge will
Iatitude for the exercise of independent judgment or action be made for land or for any wovks, §e., transferred, on

onthe part of non-official members, and on that ground which expenditure has not taken place since 1850. The
they recommend that the Board should be constituted i sum, if any, remaining at the debit of the Juslices under
on the basis proposed by the Licutenant-Governor, wis., i : del X, excluding all rent charged jor land will also be
fowr Government servants, the Chairman of the Muniei- 4 debited to the new Trust.
pality, and five members of the Mereantile and Trading 1! ) . ;
Commuuitics, as affording a more cquitable adjustment : The Com(mlH:cc request is I;°"°" the I"c"'w““““'
of consultative and exceutive power. Failing to have £ Governor will be pleased to submit for the con‘slﬂcrf ion
their original nomination adopted the constitution of the | of the Governor-General iu Council that in their opiion
Board as above would be satisfactory to the Commitice, 1 © that Scetion would operate prejudicially to the futerests
. of the Prust, inasmuch as it would obviously throw upon
4. The 13th Scction of the Resolution has reference the revenue of the Trust charges of an , exceptional
to employment of ncedful establishment and the payment har; r altogether d with its i
of proper salaries; but it does not touch the question : . . . -
of remuncrating the members of the Board for theie i the f‘c‘f'.%""“ shonld, in their ']."dgm?m' start cloar
! serviees—a point which was not overlooked in framine ( of all ]|:\I)|]|Llcs,Ac\ccpt the c:\'pcmhturc incurred upon
W Act X of 1866, the 10th Seetion providing for the ]mv:i ¥ those \)'m'l:s which 1‘n'c now in cowrsc of cOIIS':l‘IlCLIOH,
ment of salarics and allowances o the Chajrmn and i and which were s:\nchon'cd as & measure of partial relicl
Vice-Chairman, and fees to the other members for atten- o the “:mlc of ch.port " aticipation of the more com-
dance at meotings for transaction of the business of the prehensive operations likely to be undertaken by the
¢ Trust; and the Committee recommend a liberal seale of Trust : and Fhaf(l)c‘yfn.ul these charges there should be
H : ?'cm;mcrnliun, .m.»l. only as anincentive to personal inferest o sotrospective liabilities.
i " 1“‘0: lt(:)lrl.o:c\c\‘l‘::fs\\j,rk:]llc(l:?:(.lI“lllni;lrl.]l,?wir s(uad)./ applica- ’]‘h? Ticutenant-Governor may rcmcl}mcir that  when
"’. 25 compansation for e .v) ICI ake Lo perform, _l;ut 3 {he Trustees under f.]lc old Act were invited to accept
{ i aud lbone e e cx»,;] considerable amount of time ‘Lhc transfer of the River Strand Bauk they declined the
1 their dutics, ey will probably have to devote {o offer, because it was accompanied Dby the condition to
I [T o . discharge a very heavy unadjusted liability of the Strand
[ 5. The 21st Scetion of (he Resolution declares that Bank Rent Fund, embracing items jor improving the
i ; the whole swm, eapended, Uy ihe Government O;I :ll‘;/::‘c Tden Gurdens, draining the Maidan, protecting public
} # . ¢
| |
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Tunds, §c., §e.; and Iis Honor will no doubt bear this
in mind when reviewing the charges with which it is
proposed to debit the new Trust.

6. The Committce do mot consider 4% per eent. per
annnm an unfaiv charge upon the funds advanced by
Government for the purposes of the Trust; they believe
that the Trast will be well able to bear that charge
upon its capital, but thoy question the expediency of
now fixing a period of 30 years for the discharge of its
liabilities, whether by instalments or otherwise ; they
think this should be left an open question to be deter-
mined hereafter according to the circumstances of the
‘Trust, and not to be insisted on at present as a primary
condition of its formation.

7. The 24th Scction of the Resolution provides that

“rates shall be lovied on goods landed or shipped whether

at the works of the Trust or not; this appears an arbi-
trary order, and the Committee would be glad to sce it
cancelled: they have little doubt of the utility of the
general improvements of the port having a sensible influ-
ence on the local traffic and of the facilities for landing
and shipping being generally availed of ; they consec-
quently deprecale any interference with the manner in
which that traffic may e preferentially conducted, and
suggest that it be optional to use the works of the Trust
or not just as it suits the convenience of- the public,

8. There arc other points in the constitution of the
Trust proposed by the Supreme Government which do
not accord with the views already expressed and still
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entertained by the Committee of the Chamber, but as it
is of paramount importance that the organisation of the
Trust should be proceeded with without any further pro-
longed discussion, the Committce are not prepared to
press their opinions, in the full assurance that should it
hereafter appear cxpedient to introduce any material
alterations which the practical working of the Trast may
suggest the Government will not fail to adopt them.

9. The Committec close their remarks by recording
the satisfaction with which they reccive the Viceroy's
orders that the new Trust shall be created forthwith, and
that its operations, on a proper footing, shall come into
foree not later than the Ist May of nest year.

ew Jetties.

The Committee have much pleasure in record-
ing, that pending the constitution of the new Trust,
an instalment of the improvements expected from
it has become available to the Trade of the Port
in the shape of the new Screw Pile Jetties, one
of which was officially notified as ready for use im- -
mediately after the holidays. The charges to be
Tevied on goods landed at the Jetties have been
framed in correspondence with the Committeo
by the Collector of Customs, and do not, in the
aggregate, vary much from those now paid on
goods landed in the ordinary way by cargo boats,

d
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Dbub it is hoped that hereafter when the whole
of the Jettios are in full and regular work reduc-
tion will be feasible. The Collector has also made
sundry alterations in the mode of paying duty, as
well as arrangements for the speedy appraisement
of goods—as per letter at foot—which entircly com-
mend themselves to your Comlmftoo, ag likely to
prove convenient to the consi

ees of cargo, and
afford full seope to the w Ol]\ll]ﬂ and capabilities of
the Jetties. These, owing to their limited number,
arc at present only available for the discharge of
import cargo of a general nature, to the exclusion
of Salt and Railway malerials and export business
of cevery kind. Tt will be readily conceived there-
fore that the benefits of this accommodation are as
yet only partially felt, and that until a vessel can
both unload and load ab the Jetties, the system
must be regarded as incomplete. The Commitice
catnot however but consider even the present ac-
commodation as an immense improvement on any-

thing which hag previously existed in the Port.

To the consignees of cargo it is an unmixed g

am
as they have now a certainty of receiving (1::11
goods within a comparatively short period after the
ship’s entry and, what is of morc importance, frce
from the rough usage and frequent d

ainage which
under the most favor. o

! able circumstances were more
or less the accompaniments of the old system. The
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ship is also even now a great gainer, getting rid
as she does of all her general cargo with regulari-
ty and despatch, with an absolute exemption from
all the harassing delays of waiting for boats,
selecting packages, and searching for consignees
of goods to order, which obtained under former
arrangements.  In the meantime the Jetties are
being worked entirely by Government, the Lieut-

- enant-Glovernor of Bengal having by Legislative

enactment taken the place of the defunct River
Trust, pending the orgamization of the new
Board, under the control and management of
which these works will hereafter naturally fall

From Collector of Customs, Caleutla, to Chamber
of Cominerce.

Dated the 21st July 1869.

T have the honor to forward a list of goods, which I
am prepared to pass on out-pass subject to certain exa-
mination and to full duty being paid in every instance
beforchand ; and I request that you will eiveulate the
list together with the following remarks to the Com-
mittee and Members of the Chamber of Commerce :—

List No. 1—Comprises such goods as will be passed
without examination on invoice.

List No. 2—Includes such Goods as will be passed on
examination of five per cent,
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2. The Custom House would of conrse have the right
of calling for the production of any five cases by number
and mark.  But this, T fear, would be hut Little in ad-
vance of the practice bitherto in force. It would con-
stantly happen that the remaining 95 per cent. would be
delayed in” delivery, because all the numbers comprising
the total would not be fortheoming, and there might also
e delay in finding the five sclected and called for by the
Custom House.

3. To remedy this, I have after careful consideration

of the matter come to'the conclusion that the Dest way
would he, in place of sclection by number, to rule that
10 per cent. he landed. The duty having been paid as
Defore stated on the full quantity as per invoice, the suf-
pass would issue for 90 per cent., with orders to send the
remaining 10 per cent. to the Custom House ; and I
purpose in order to facilitate carly closing of the trans-
action as regards examination to take for delivery af, the
Custom House the first ten cases, bales, &c.

4. Tn order, however, to mako this system work satis-
factorily to all partics, it will be necessary that Bills of
Tntry should nob include o variety of Goods, for
instance, the differont kinds of tarified Picce Goods should
be entered in- separate Bills of Intry, and Twist should
nob be entered with Picee Goods. Ttis obvious that if
there are several kinds of goods in one and ghe same
invoice and only one Bill of Entry is Ynade for all, the
ﬁrst. 10 per cent. to hand might include only the part
consignment of one class, and there would be no enses
vepresenting the other elasses, .
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5. So far, therefore, importers and consignees should,
T think, assist the Custom House, as also in stating the
tolal values alb the rates, and the amount of duty tender-
ed. If importers fill in these particulars themselves,
there remains only the duty of checking them, and any
error on either side can be reetified hefore delivery of the
10 per cent. retained for examination.

6. Ttrust I have made mysclf sufficiently clear on
the subject.

Tho advantages to importers will simply l.se these f:hat
they will be able to receive as soon as l,hc‘slnp can deliver
90 per cent. of their goods, and they will nob have to
wait for report wharf, or till some of the goods are
Janded : and the probabilities are that the first ten per
cent. sent to the Custom House will be also passed from
it almost as soon as the last of the 90 per cent. in course
of dircet delivery from the ship.

Duty being paid in every instance on the full
Invoice quantity beforehand.

LIST No. 1.
G0ODS TO BE PASSED WITIOUT EXAMINATION ON

INvoICE.
Railway and Telegraph materials and stores.
TUnwrought loose metals.
Combustibles.
Acids,
Felt.
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Diteh. 3 Alteration of the 52nd Section of the Customs’ Act.
X ] ction o
vlllﬂﬁlx‘;mcr - : This subject has again been before the Com-
R;sin', ' mittee during the past hall-year, as it became

LIST No. 2.

GoODS TO BE PASSED ON EXAMINATION OF 5 PER CENT.

Beef and Pork in casks,

Beer inwood.

Flour in casks and bags.

Cordage.

Crown Glass.

Red Lead.

White Lead,

Nails, of all sorts.

Paints, of sorts, and paint oil.

Kerosine and Shale oil.

Shot.

Turpentine,

Tin Plates,

Spelter Sheets,

Spices in bulk.

Picce Goods—tariffed,

White and Colored Tywist,

Canvas in bales,

Quicksilver,

Yellow and other metals in packages.

J. A. CRAWFORD,

Collector of Customs.

i

cvident that with the commencement of work
at the new Jetties some change in the Scction

would he more than cver necessary. In the

month of August, a short Act was passed by the

Legislative Council of the Government of India,

cmpowering the Local Government, at discretion,

to shorten from time to time the mumber of

landing days allowed by Scction 52, as it

now stands ; and belicving that, in dealing with

the subject under said authority, the Licutenant

Governor felt himself somewhat fettered Dby the
apparently different views put forward by the

Committee of the Chamber and that of the Trades
Association, the former deemed it well to invite
the latter to a conference on the question. The
invitation was promptly accepted by the Com-
mittee of the Trades Association, and a mecting
was held on the 9th September, the propositions
made and agreed to at which will be found in
the accompanying memorandum.

The points raised in discussion between the Committec
of the Trades Association and the C i of the
Chambor ‘of Commeree were as follows :—

1st.—ds to delivery of goods.




32

1t is urged by the Association that while an endeavour

is made to bind Consignees of cargo to lake delivery within
a stipulated time no provision exists by which a vessel
is bound to malke delivery ; that some reasonable time
should be fixed upon, say 21 working days, within which
 ship shall be bound to deliver: that by limiting the time
during which goods may be detained on boardship, con-
signees of merchandise will be placed in a fairer position
than they now oceupy.

The Committee of the Chamber had 10 objection what-
ever to the proposition, which they thought not unreason-
able, compariug it with the advantages a ship has in com-
pelling consignees to take delivery within a stipulated
period.

2ad.—ds to the notice that should be given to Consignees
who fail to remove goods as they come to hand on &;mrd-
ship, the Association in the 8¢l para: of their letter
to Government of Bengal Dbropose that the master of o ship
shall have the power (by special provision in the Act) to
discharge at consignees’ risk if goods are not removed
within 24 howrs of special notice by civeular or by adver-
tisement that they are at hand and ready to be delivered,

The Committee of the Chamber approve of this sug.
gestion, and ander the circumstances consider it uuncccz:
sary to press for a reduction in the number of days now
allowed under the Act. 1t was agreed by the Committ
of the Association that to mee th o
Bills of Lading being “to order
have o means of ascertaining ()

¢ numerous cases where
2 S

the agents of tle ship
he coasignee, a notice in

i
i
|
|
1
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the Lachange Gazelle addressed to the holders of the
Bill of Lading of such and such goods, giving the marks
and other particulars, shall be held equivalent to a notice
to the consignec by name, and shall entitle the Captain
to land the goods, if to hand, within 24 hours after appear-
ance of said notice, irrespoctive altogether of the number
of working days the vesscl may have been in port,

3rd.—ds lo landing charges.

The Association coniend that some arrangement should
be arrived at under which the charges levied for landing
packages should be controlled; they complain of the
exorbitant rates insisted upon Agents’ ship-sircars, before
they willrelease the goods landed by them, and recom-
mend the adoption of a schedule of rates regulated by
the rates charged by the Landing and Shipping Companics.

The experience of the Committce of the Chamber
does not entively confirm the statement of the Associa-
tion in this respect, and instances are not uncommon in
which ships and their Agents have debited themselves with
a portion of such charges owing-io the difficulty and
trouble experienced in their collection. The Commitice
donot however look upon such landing charges as a
legitimate sowrce of profit to either the ship or landing
sircars, and approve of the proposal of the Association
that the same shall be levied in accordance with the Land-
ing and Shipping Companics’ ate of the day for similar
goods, said rate to be hinding on both partics.

dth—Upon the question of damages to packages landed
by ships externally in good condition but actually damaged
4




inihe courss of landing, the Association are of opinion
that means  shou!ld be devised whereby the losses con-
stantly sustained may be obviated,

The Committee pointed out that when the system of
Jetties comes into operation the amount of
landing would probably be reduced to
under the present condition of ¢hj gs losses by damage
were unavoidable; the difficulty of ﬂ:\nlg the liability \‘rb
great, hecause the conients of o casé may h:nm)b N
damaged before shipment at a Home port and t];cb cte“'
of a ship protects himself by theusual clause in Tl?ﬂ;[ O;'
Ladivg. It would he impossible to sag where the 4, ’ w?
occurred, but where it was proved f)ex‘on(l do\\b‘:ml;l::

the damage was caus the ship ¢ dy W
araage wa cd by the ship the 7
v e remedy was

damage by
2 minimum, but

Sth~The matter of the news J, clties
and the mode of working same,
tor of Customs, communicated
;l}ss\)(“mlmn, who entirely agreed witl, the Committee f
Jm '(,]mmhcr that in regard to ships disc]mr«viu"“ﬁl HO

ctuf-s no number of days ean he given l::t L;;l‘ b "

Consignees, Merehants, and Traders alike ;nust l)ch o
o > ! ) s pre-

pared to take del ¥ of their goods from the Jetty, shletk
) s

taken to the Custom House

as then discussed,
+ a8 proposed by the Collee-
to the Committee of the

at their expense and risk,

When these resolution:
) 0 S were submiti i
gleutennnt-Gm:cmor, His  Honor poh?il;lc(tlo Lhi
hat the  power proposed to he given to ?!“
given the

i
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master of a ship, under No. 2, involved a greater
alteration of  Scction 52 than the Local
Government was authorized to make, and that
this recommendation could not therefore be com-
plied with. A notification has since appeared,
reducing the landing  days from 15 {rom date
of entry as originally set forth in Scetion 52 to
10 days in the case of ships discharging at the
ordinary moorings or in the stream, and to 2 days
in the case of those availing of the new Jettics.
The Committee have received with muech satis-
faction the part of the nofilication relating to
the case of ships unloading at the Jetties, as
they have all along felt that anything which
would interfere with the rapid discharge of goods
as fast as they came to hand in the ship’s hold,
would materially affect the working of the
Jetties, both as regards the retwm to be derived
from them by Government and the convenicnee
and accommodation fairly expeeted of them by
the public.

Landing and Storage of Gunpowder at Moyapore.

During the current year a complaint having
heen made of excessive detention to a vessel having
on Dboard, a large quantity of Government
powder and ammunition, the Committee wrote
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lo the Marine Department, suggesting that
in the case of such Ordnance Stores am
in large quantities in o ship having a spe
constructed magazine, the Pilot wight, bring the
vessel up without  stopping o discharge af
Moyapore.  The Officiating Master Attendant
wrofe in reply that lie could not accede to the
suggestion of the Committee, and must abide
by existing regulations, as he was of opinion that
oven in cases where the Moyapore Magazino
cannot accommodate the whole arrival,” it is
safor to discharge at that place and bring the
powder up in cargo hoats than to lof the whole
come up in fhe ship’s magazine  within
the limits of the Port and there hreak bhull,

Cotton Frauds’ Act.
——

In the month of July last, the Commitfee
received from Messrs, Colim, 17
communication supported by
many influeniial firms, renewing  theiy pro-
posal that immediate teps  should he taken
to procure a Cotton Trauds Act for
and the North Western Pr

+ actionon or replying to this application, il Com-
mittee deemed it advisable to ask the Ch
of Commerce in Bombay

cilmann & Co. o
the signatures of

Bengal
ovinees. Belore taking

amber
what was their opinion
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of the Act existing in that Presidency after
some years’ exporience of its working, and refer-
ence was made accordingly.  Ihe reply of the
Bombay Chamber was of the most unfavorable
nature as regarded the beneficial working of the
Act, which was spoken of as worlhiess for (he
purposes il was expecled lo serve and powerless
lo effect good, while a distinet opinion was con-
veyed to the effech that the Bombay Chamber
was opposcd to a Cotton Irand’s Act for all
India. Upon receipt of this reply from Bombay,
the Committee addressed Messrs, Cohn, Teilmann
& Co. as follows :—

Caleutla, Tih August 1869.

In continuation of my letter of 27th ultimo, I beg to
hand you copy of answer from the Bombay Chamber to
the Commitec’s reference regarding the Cotton Frauds Aect,
and you will gather from that reply and from the letter
to {he Madras Chamber that the experience of the
working of the Acton the Bombay side does not encourage
the Committee to proceed in the matter of applying for

a similar legislative cnactment for Bengal and the North

Western Provinees.

They will wait for the result of the Bombay Chamber’s
meeting referred to in their letter; and if it is adverse to
the continuance of {he Act, it would beidle for this Cham-
ber to ask for what Bombay after lengthened experience
disapproves and rejects ; but the Committee think well
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of the suggestion contained in the 16th paragraph of the
reply to the Madras Chamber and will be prepared to
act upon it hercafter,

Lrom Bombay Chamber of Commerce fo Bengal
Chamber of Commerce.

Bombay, 28t% July 1869,

T am in receipt of your favor of 20th instant, request-

ing the views of this Ghamber on the working of the

Cotton I'rauds Act in foree in this Presidency and as to

the expediency of applying  that Act t5 the rest of
Tudia.

We received some weeks ago a lctter of a similar
character from the Madras Chamber, and a copy of my
xeply to that letier, which T herewith cnclose,

will perhaps
give you all the information necessary for

your purpose.

Tmay add that since the letter was written the views
of the members incline still more strongly against the
continuance of the Act, and in all probability
meeting of the Chamber will be held presently for the
purpose of giving a public expression of opinion on the

point as to whether the repeal of the Act should be moved
for or not. :

4 general

Lrom Bombay Champer of Commerce 1o Mudpas

Chamber of Commerce.

Bombey, 144k June 1869.
1 have to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of
the 3rd instant, requesting

to be informed as to the
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opinion of this Chamber on “the working of the Cotton
Trauds Act, the assumed effect on the character of the )
Cotton and the ascertained influcnce on the extent of
tultivation, and whether this Chamber still approves of
the introduction of a Cotton Improvement Act “Ait]\ the
joint objeet of inproving the quality and promoting the
arowth of the Cotton.”

2. In reply I am dirccted by the Committee Aof
Management to inform you that you are lllﬂ(](fl'.n m]s;
apprehension when you infer “ comparative mfhﬂercncc'
on the part of this Chamber on the question of the
working of the  Bombay Cotion Frands Act” mercly
on the ground that you found little ini‘orm:\uo’:x on the
subject in the Chamber’s report for the year 1867-6S.

3. Up to the close of the official year 1867-68, no
report on the working of the Cotton Frauds Af;t for that
year had been published by Government, and it was not
deemed expedicnt to publish the opinions expressed on
the subject by the Members iu the absence of all action.
on the part of Government in reference to the views that
had already been laid before it by the Chamber,

4. Baly in the present ycar a new Cotton Bill was
introduced into the Local Legislative Council intended
as an improvement of the Act nowin force, but many of
the provisions were of such an objectionable character
that this Chamber remonstrated against them in a letter
addressed to the Select Committee of the Council appoint-
ed to consider the Bill.

5. The Bill, as revised by the Committec, has been
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publisiied, but no farther proccedings have been taken in
the matter, though no doubt it will come on for renewed

consideration when the Council meets at Poona a few
weeks henee.

G. There has been a growing conviction amongst the
Members of this Chamber, for sometime past, that the
Cotton Frauds Act is worthless for
expected to serve when it was called into existence, and
they would probably cre this have moved for its repeal
but for the fear on the part of some of the
that bad consequences might re

the purposes it was

Members
sult from such a comrse.

7. In the xeport of this Chamber for 1866-67, at
Ppage 101, you will find o letter addressed by the Cham-
ber to Government in reply to a reference from the Punjab
asto the expedieney of introducing an Act in that province
similar to the Bombay Act, which expresses substantially
the views of this Chamber on the sub

hject at the present
moment.

8. The condition of aff
ation of Cotton in this P
to have been specia
parts of India.

vesidency in former days scems
al and peculiar as compared with other _

9. More than forty years a
Company was still o trading
passed for

20, when the Iast India
Company, Regulations were
and punishment of Frauds in
Trade in Guzcrat,

the suppression
conncetion with the Cotton

10. When from 1847
mand in England for

10 1850, there was wnusual de-
TIndia Gotton, adulteration and frands

fairs in reforence to the adulior. ~
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in the trade were common, and these Regulations, when
rigorously put in force under the orders of the Colleetors,
were found most cffectual in sceuring their repression.

11.  These Regulations, which in the first instance wore
only applicable to the Mofussil, were bx an Act of the
Government of India in 1851 made nppl}cnblc to Bom-
Day, and this state of the law continued till 1862.

12. Tn that year the enormous demand for C?Lton to
meet the wants of the manufacturers in Lnuca%hlx-? and
the high-price paid for it, had the cflect Of.hl'mgmg to
market cvery available bale, with adulteration to such
an extent that it was supposed only fresh lcgisla‘tion of a
more stringent character would put a stop to it; henee
the Act of 1863,

18. Wearc now in the fifth year of this Act and all
the excitement of former ycavs passed away, yet so power-
less is the Act to effcet good, that the Chamber was lately
under the mecessity of addressing Government on t]lxc
subject of various forms of adulteration carried on in
Guzerat apparently-with perfoct impunity, and to suppress
which the Tnspectors appointed under the Cotton Act scem
perfeetly powerless and helpless. .

14. There has heen improvement in the Cotton culti-
“vation of this Presidency within the last fow years, but it is
attributable to the interest taken in the matter by Collec--

tors and other servants of Government, and in no way to
the action of the Cotton Frauds’ Act.

15. The Act has had no effect whatever on the extent
of cultivation, amatter entircly regulated by the question
of price,
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16. This Chamber highly approves of Government
doing all in its power for the improvement of Cotton cul-
tivation, but no Act on the subject is neeessary ; the ap-
pointment of a Cotton Commissioner, with suitable assis-
tants, in each Presidency, with the countenance and support
of Government given through its servants in the Revenuc
Department from the Collector downwards, is sufficient
for every uscful purpose. :

17. You are in error in supposing Mr. Rivett-Carnac
is the Cotton Commissioner for this Presidency @ our
Cotton Commissioncr is Dr. Forbes, who was appointed to
that office in 1863 by the Sceretary of State, he was
before that well known amongst ws for his successful
conduct of the Government experiments in the South
Mahratta country for the introduction of a species of
Cotton grown from ‘New Orleans Sced, and it is to his
persevering energy that we are mainly indebted for . the
Cotton grown in the Dharwar district from acclimatized
New Orleans sced Jnown as Saw Ginned Dharwar.

18. M. Rivett-Carnac is the Cotton Commissioncr
for the Central Provinces and Berars, and was appointed in
1866, while Sir Richard Temple was still Chief Commis-
sioner of the former:  the Cotton Aet docs not apply to
these districts but Mr. Carnac, without the aid of the
Cotton Act, has heen able to render important services
to the Cotton trade of this part of India,

19. This Chamber is opposed to a Cotton Act for all
India, and its views on the subject will be found at page
57 of the Chamher’s report for 1867-GS,

|
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Subsequenily an Amended Cotton Trauds’ Act
was introduced into the. Council of His Txcel-
lency the Governor of Bombay, and whic]f,
although passed, met with strong opposition, culmi-
nating in a memorial to Mis Bxcollency the
Viceroy, praying him to withhold his assent from
the Bill. The result of this Petition is’ not
yet known, bub should the prayer of the memo-
Tialists be granted, the Committee of this Cham-
her arc of opinion that any action on their
parl towards obtaining for this side of India

- a measure after practical trial so emphatically

condemned by the greater portion of the Euro-
pean and Native trading community in Bom-
bay, would be idle and inexpedient. Should,
however, His Excellency the Vieeroy take
the opposite course, and the Bill passed in
Bombay thus become law, it may then be-
come matter of consideration for the Com-
miltee whether they should not apply for o
gimilar cnactment, in view of the strong fears.
expressed by many that with through Railway
communication between the two Presidencies,
e, on this side, should, in the absence of such
a  provision, find ourselves flooded with thg
adulterated Cotton which could not he made
merchantable in the territories where the law
may be in force.




i

EHuropean Vagrancy £.ci.

The Act to provide against Buropean vagrancy
received the Governor General’s assent on the
18th September last.  When the Bill was intro-
duced into the Legislative Council, the carly
attention of the Committee was given to the
subject, and after having well considered the
general provisions of the proposed cnactment they
communicated their views to Government,
especially on those points which concorned the
masters and owners of vessels. Some of the
clauses of the Bill were strongly objected to, par-
ticularly the 17th which provided as follows :—

“Jvery master of « British, sailing ship, who, on
being tendered or pard such sum as the Local Go-
vernment. shall from time to time appoint, refuses
1o receive on board his ship any vagrant whom the
Local Government requires lim to tale on board
Jor the purpose of being deported under provisions
hereinbefore contained :

or who fuils to keep and  detai;
grants on board kis slap for
the vagrant is shipped,

such va-~
the voyage for which

o who fuils to give « subsistence to such
vagrant, or Lo provide lim with ¢ proper berdh or
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sleeping-place effectually protected against sew and
weather,

shall be liable, on conviction before « Ma-
gistrate, i addition to payment of the sum last
aforesaid (if it has been paid to the ,maslcr) 10«
Jine not exceeding five hundred rupees.”

In this and other respects, however, the Bill has
been materially modified ; and the Act, which is
partially in operation now and will be completely
in force on the 1st January 1870, appears well
adapted to realise the important object which
it is intended to accomplish,

Overland IMail via Bombay.

The Committee of the Bombay Chamber of
Commeree are of opinion that two dayslonger are
allowed to the Peninsular and Oviental Company
for the transmission of the overland mail from
Bombay to England in the S. W. monsoon than
the necessity of the case requires. Trom the last
week in May till the end of September the mail
is despatched on the alternoon of every Tuesday,
instead of Saturday as is the case throughout
the fair season. The reason of this chango is
that it is considered expedient to sceure the arrival
of the Indian mail in Lngland about the same
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time all the year round, and to do this it is said
to De necessary, in allowing for the force of the
S.W. monsoon, to give afour days’ allowance to the
mail steamer to enable her to reach Aden ab the
contract date, which is 12 days from Bombay. Tt
appears however from information laid before the
Bombay Chamber that the passage of the mail
steamers to Aden occupies on an average only
9% days, that the longest time occupied on the
Ppassage during lash year was 10 days 22 honrs, and
that frequently the passage was accomplished in 8%
days.  From this statement it appeared to follow
that the mail is despatehed at least two days earlier
than is necessary, and attention is drawn to the
importance of gaining two days in commercial
correspondence between England and India. Tt
was also stated that complaints from passengers
had been communicated to the Bombay Chamber
regarding the tedious character of the passage
from Aden to Suez in the monsoon months,
during which the steamers reach the former pl
before the contract time, and, after delay at that
port, proceed up the Red Sea at a lower rate of
speed than usual, in order that they may not reach
Suez much before the contract time, the effect of
which is that the passage between those two places
is rendered more tedious and uncomfortable at the
most trying time of the year. For these and

ace

§
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other reasons the Committee of the Bom.bny
Chamber proposed to move that next year the time
be reduced from four to two days, and t]l'at the
steamers be despatched from Bombay durmg‘ the
&. W. monsoon on Thursdays instead of Tues-

days.

Your Committee forwarded the foregoing repre-
sentation to the Director General of the P?s‘;
Office, observing that while the sugge.sted modifi-
cation would be, obviously, a convenionce to the
community of Bombay, it might dlfadvar]tage-
ously affect the mail service in connection with the
Madras and Bengal Presidencies, zm(% that they
would not be inclined to adopt the views of the
Bombay Chamber if their proposr.ll was likely. to
dismrange the gencral transmission of overland
correspondence which, as ab prgsenb conducted,
seemed to be satisfactorily provxfled for. Trom
the reply of the Divector General it would appear
not improbable that the suggested change would
be attended with the consequences apprehended
by the Committee.

The Bombay Chamber having received a copy
of the Director Geeneral’s letter will not at present
proceed farther in the matter.
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From Director General of the Post Office of In-
dia to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Simlda, the 2nd September 1869.

In veply to your letter of the 21st August, T have the
houor to observe that I am not at present in a position to
give an opinion respeeting the feasibility of reducing the
monsoon allowance between Bombay and Suez from four
to two days. I shall however place mysclf in communi-
cation with the London Post Oftice on the sulject and
inform your Commitiec of the result.

2 ButI may abt once offer remarks on the effect
which such an alteration would have on the overland
mail dates in Caleutta and Madras,

3. Tt is probable that before the next monsoon the
Great Indian Peninsula Railway will be open to Jubbul-
p‘orc, and this will, T expect, admit of a whole day’s reduc-
tion in mail transit betwoen Caleutta and B;mbny, $0
tlmt‘ if the proposed alteration of Bombay dates were
carried out next monsoon, the overland m;xi]s would be
closed at Caleutta, every Monday.  But at the same time
there is a certain amount of doubt reg:
for T believe it to be the opinion of p
Tine should be allowed to stand the
Tefore it is opened, and if for this o ;
opening of the ney
tion of the steamer

arding this prospect,
some that the new
test of a monsoon
1y other reason the
line be deferred, the proposed altera-
datos would throw the Caleutta date

H
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for closing the overland mails on a Sunday. This would
probably be regarded by the Caleutta public as a serious
drawback, but it is one of which your Committee will be
almost better.able to judge than T am.

4. Again if the proposed alteration of the Bombay
steamer dates be carried out next monsoon, the Madras
overland date will possibly fall on a Sunday. It is pro-
posed during the ensuing cold weather to change the
Madras and Bombay route from the present line vid
Bangalore, Belgaum and Poona toa line vid Gooty, (the
terminus of the N. W. line of the Madras Railway) Rai-
chore and Goolburga (to which the S. E. extension of the
G. L P. Railway is expected to open in January next).
Tam not yet quite cortain whether it will be possible
under this arrangement to convey the mails to Bombay in
2% days, that is leaving Madras on Monday evening, and

arriving at Bombay on Thursday in time for the steamer
which under the proposed arrangement would leave
Bombay on Thursday. If it be found impossible to do
this, the mails must be despatehed from Madras (say) on
Monday morning, which would practically throw the
Madras overland mail date on Sunday.

5. It will thus be scen that the proposed alteration,

if carried out next monsoon, might under certuin contin-

s overland mail
hab it would not

gencies throw the Caleutta and Madr

dates on a Sunday, though my hopg
do so in cithier case.
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Overland Postage.

The Madras Chamber re-opened the discussion
of the question of overland postage ina letter
dated 11th June last, copy of which and of the
correspondence to which it gave rise will be found
below.

The information obiained by that Chamber as
to the practical results of the higher scale of
postage appeared to justify the conclusion that
so far as Madras was concerned the revenue had
been prejudiced by the new rales, the increase
being at the same time felt as an additional burden
on trade ; and an opinion was expressed. that, if the
experience of the other Chambers in India and
Ceylon pointed in the same direction, a unani-
mous movement might be successful in obtaining
a reduction to the seale of postage which existed
prior to the change that took place early last
year.

Your Committec at once placed themselves
in communication with the Director General of the
DPost Office ; they were of opinion that sufficient
time had ]upé:}d -since the introduction of the
higher rates of pastage to test the aceuracy of the
conclusions upon which they had been based, and
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to ascertain if the practical working of the new re-
gulations, after 16 mouths’ experience, did not con-
firm the general belief that the tendency of the
change had been to decrease the amount of corres-
pondence between Great Britain and her BEastern
Dependencics, and consequently to diminish the an-
ticipated revenue. Itwas, at the same time, sug-
gested thab the investigation instituted by the
Madras Chamber should be followed up by similar
inquiries on this side of India, with the view—if
the expediency of sucha measure could be fairly
established—to make a fresh appeal to the Lords
of H.- M. Treasury against the continuance of
the present tarifl' of overland postage.

The replies of the Director General do not
however support the conclusions at which the
Madras Chamber arrived with respect to the pos-
tal results in their own Presidency ; and the gencral
tenor of the correspondence does not encourage
the hope that the existing tarifl of rates will
be disturbed.

Trrom-Madras Chamber of Commerce to Bengal
Chamber of Commerce.

Madras, 11th June 1869,

Shortly after it had been officially intimated, in the
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early part of last year, that the Home Government had

determined to raise the rates of overland postage be-

tween Tngland and India from the Ist April, this Cham-
ber addressed the local Government and memorialised
the House of Commons, urging the inexpediency and
severity of the new rates and ’prnying for a reconsidera-
tion of the subject. The Local Government forwarded
a copy of the Chamber’s letter to the Secrctary of State,
who in acknowledging its receipt on the 4th February of

the present year, enclosed a copy of a lebter from the -

Lords of the Treasury, and an extract from another letter
from the same authorities, to the effect that “my Lords
see no reason to depart: from the opinion ” that it would
not be advisable to disturb the present rates of postage
which were settled after the whole matter had reccived the
most ablentive consideration.” As the Post Office is made
the most use of by the mercantile scetion of that com-
munity, it is believed that any further action that may
be taken with the hope of inducing a return to the old
rates will come legitimately within the scope of the
duties of the Chamber of Commeree.

Tt seems to this Chamber that the only argument that
can be expected to prevail with the Lords of the Trea-
sury in re-opening the question, would be unquestionable
proof that the enhancement of the rates has not, so far,

- been followed by an increase of revenue ; and in orde;
to ascertain in what respect the new taniff has affected
loeal correspondence, the Chamber solicited the Madras
Postal authorities to place them in possession of state-
ments showing the comparative weight of the English
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mails in and out during the last three years, The Post-
master Gieneral obligingly complied with this request, so
far as the records of his office cnabled him to do, and
the Chamber have now before them data which if not
quite complete are yet adequate to justify the conclusion
that, so far as Madras is coneerned, the revenue has been
prejudiced by the new rates.

As to our outward mails to Burope, the Chamber find
that the weight was as follows :—

April to March 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69.
Via Galle Ibs, 2,461 2,072 0
» DBombay... » 335 689 1,879

2796 2761 1,879

Taking the mean of the rates viA Marseilles and via
Southampton at 84, in 1867-68, and 11d. in 1868-69,
then the reduction in the weight of 852Ibs. in the latter
year as compared with the former would show a decline
in revenue of £ 186.

As to “Papers” which include Circulars, Market
Reports, &e., the outward mails contained :—

April to March  1866-7  1867-68 1868.69.
Vid Galle ... Ibs. 2,715 2,072 0
5 DBombay .. ,, 257 894 2,682

2,072 2,966 2,682
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At 5d the § oz this would show a decline in the
yevenue from letters of) say, £ 12,

- Lastly as to books, the figures are :t—

April to March 1866-67 1867-68  1868-69.

Vid Galle ... Ibs 1,310 0
;s Bombay... . 7 e
1,346 1,418 e

The pestage being 4d. per + oz this would show a loss
of £ 43 in 1868-09, as compared with the immediately
preceding twelve months,

Thus from letters, papers and hooks per outward
mail the revenue was at lea 241 less in 1868-69
than in 1867-68, while the deerense in the weight of the
three deseriptions of packages was 1,808 Ibs, or 16 ewt.
in favor 1868-69.

The Post Otfice xeeords of the inward mails we in-
complets, ut, so far as the Chamber can judge, they give
the following approximate results vig Galle and Bombay.

Apeil to March 1866-67  1867-68
Tetiers, pape Tbs, 51,751
or 8 tons 16 cwt.

1865-69.
30,118,
sy lessin 186s- 69 u.«m

in 1867-68. '.llns, ab a postage all round of only 8d.
would be equivalent toa loss of
against 1868-69,

per
evenue of £ 3,857

t
i
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2ht it would seem that against this appavent

loss of vevenue on both inward and outward mails theve

may be set the gain in the reduction in the dawlk es
tablishment that should secem practicable by the div

nution of the Lulk and weight of those mails. Bub
since the Galle route was  dispensed with in Mareh
1868, and a weekly mail from and to Bombay substituted
for the {ortnightly one the dawk establishment has had
to Le inereased to perform the extra work required of
it.

With these figures bofore them #his Chamber cannob
but conclude that the anticipation of an increase of

vevenue from the new rates entertained by the Home

Government has not yet b vealised.  The prejudicial
influence of those rates must however lm\ o chivtly allect-
od purely private correspondence, for stat 13

communicated to the Chamber by the
t appears that 4] expenditare
on mails to Burope was inereased by 2 per cent in 1868~
69, as compared with 1867-68. This

number of

mereantile fivms heve,

e has of
folt that
should the experience of your own and the oflier Cham-
Ders in India and Ceylon point in the same divection

course been an additional tax on trade.

as does that what T have been dirceted {o communicate
to you. a good ease will have been made out for a fresh
appeal to Pavlinment.

Irom Director  Genevel of the Post Ofiice of
Indic to Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Stmla, the 5th July 1869.
In reply to your letterof the 24th June, I bave the
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honor to observe that the Madras Post - Office statistics
therein referred to strike me as obviously inapplicable
to the object for which they were obtained.

2. I understand them to represent the weight of
mails exchanged between the Madras Post Oflice and
Europe in the three years 1866-67, 1567-68 and 1868-69,
and they probably shew the vesult with approximate
curacy : but such a comparison is quite worthless for the
object in view, as will be seen from the following re-
marks,

»

c-

8. Prior to the establishment of the weekly serviee
vif Bombay, the greal bulk of the European mails from
places in the Madras Presidency passed throngh the
Madras Post Office and were there made up in divect
packets for Europe, the mails from Turope destined for
places in the Madras Presidency being similarly received
in the Madras Post Office, and thence distributed over
the Presidency. But since the establishment of the
weekly service vid Bombay, the transmission of such
mails through ‘the Madras Post Office has censed in respect
of the greater portion of the Madras Presidency. For
instance, covers for England originating in (say) Banga-
lore were formerly sent to the Madras Post Office, and
included in its packet to London (forwarded by steamer
from Madras): these covers are now sent dircet from
Bangalore to Boribay, and included in the Bombay
Packet.  Similarly covers for Bangalore were formerly
received by steamer ab Madras and forwarded thence to
Bangalore, but they are now received at Bombay and for-
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warded divect to Bangalore, withoub of course passing
through the Madras Post Office.

4 Tt is clear therefore that the exchange of mails
Dobween the Madras Post Office and Burope must
necessaily have been vastly diminished under the new
system ; such diminution however is no evidence what-
ever of the diminution of corrospondence, bub results
from the alleration of route. And the existence of
some such disturbing cause is apparent cven from the
figures given for Madras, for they shew a deerease nob
merely in lelters (the postage on which was raised) bub
in newspapers and books (the postage on which was
nob raised.)

5. I have no precise statistics 2 vailable on the subject,
and, owing to the recent destruction by fire of all the
records of the Bombay Post Office, there may be some
d\thculty in obtaining them. I shall endeavour however
to get them.

6. Meantime T may state my opinion that the result
will be found to be the opposite of that contemplated
by the Chamber, for it must be remembered that under
the formor arrangements the greater portion of India,
(N. W. Provinces, Punjab, Sind, Central Provinees and
Bombay) had practically only a bi-monthly mail; and
that though Bengal and Madras had nominally a mail
four times  month, the dates of despatch and receipt
Dby the two different routes were so badly aranged as to
make the four mails of very little more advantage than
two mails,
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7. The comparison will, therefore, be bebween the re-
sults of a regular weekly mail for the whole of India,
and those of a service which gave to some portions of

- India a bi-monthly Mail and to others a mail four times
amonth: and the comparison will be still further com-
plicated by the fact that during 1867-68 oxtra steamers
were 1un between Bombay and Suez.

8. It scems to me obvious that the statistical results
Will be of almost no value as respects the point on which
e Chamber desire fo have information, viz, whether the
eribanced postage rates have tended to vepress the exten-
sion of correspondence which ought otherwise to have
followed the enlarged opportunitics held out by the new
mail service. That point must I fear remain a matter of
opinion.

9. Imay mention for the information of the Chamber,
that on learning the final decision of the Home Autho-
rities against any reduction of the present postage rates,
I d for the ideration of Government whether
a general reduction of 1d. per 1 oz might not be proposed
in Tie of the special rates now allowed for officers let-
ters. My own opinien is that these special rales for
officers’ letters, while causin. greal amount of trouble
to the Post Office, ave of very little real benefit* to the
) classes for whom they are intended,

cment of ﬂlf and are certainly a source of end-

flicer orhead  Jess vexation and i
ut gives rise

to much inconvenienco.wd  1arge class of Military Officers in

e ok OIov - Givil employ whose  correspon-

it of addreselio, I
Cause annogance, dents in England, forgelting that
they axe not entitled to the privi-

# The y
Countersi
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Tege, send their letters underpaid, and thus render the ad-
dressces in India liable to heavy payments not only of
the deficiency but of fines for underpayment.

10. This opinion will probably be made the subject of
enquiry, and I have no knowledge as yet what the result
will be, but should the enquiry bear out my impression,
1 would hope that any proposal to abolish the special pri-
vileges of Military Officers will be coupled with a renew-
ed request for a reduction of the rate of postage charged
1o the public generally.

Tvom Director General of the Post Office of India
to Bengal Chamber of Commnerce.

Simle, the 3rd September 1869.

In continuation of my letter No. 1246, dated the 5th
July, I beg to state that the aggregate weight of letters
sent from India to Bngland by British Packet was about
18 per cent more in 1868-69 than in the previous year.
1 have not yet got the returns of the weight of letters
sent by French Packet. Of course there will be a falling
ofl under this head, as the improved British Packet service
vid Bombay almost entively superseded the French Packet
service vid Galle, bub the correspondence sent by French
Packet was never large, and if the whole had been swept
away by the improved Bombay service, the net increase
would still be about fifteen per cent.

2, Imay add that the aggregate increase of 18 per
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cent above referred to is made wup of an increase of about
14 per cent. vid Southampton, and 20 per cent. vid Mar-
seilles. Had the enhanced rate of postage pressed very
Teavily on people in India one would have expected to
find a Jarger increase by the Southampton rouie than by
the Marseilles route. And indeed this is the case as res-
pects correspondence from Bngland to India by British
Packet which has increased altogether by about 10 per
cent, the Southampton increase being 15 per cent, and the
Marseilles increase 6 per cent.

3. As already stated in my previous letter,the increase
of correspondence is due to the more frequent and regular
mail service, and this increase might have been much
greater had the postage rate not been increased. In fact
it is impossible to tell from these statisties Low far the
inereased rate of postage has checked the development of
correspondence which would otherwise have followed the
wmore frequent and regular mail service. But I think it is
evident that the enhancement of rates has been more felf
in England than in India as evidenced by the compara-
tively high rate of increase in the correspondence senf
from that country vid Southampton,

Telegraph Station between Calcutta and
Actcheepore.

Notwithstanding the favourable recommend-
ation by the Government of Bengal of the Cham-
her’s proposal for an additional Telegraph Office
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between Ateheepore and the southern limit of
the Port—for reasons which have been alrcady
fully stated in previous Reports—and the fair
prospect of that proposal being sanctioned by the
Supreme Government, the Committee were much
disappointed by the following communication from
the Dirvector General of Telegraphs :—

Ifrom the Director General of Telegraphs in Indis
to Chamber of Commerce, Culcutic.
Dated Simla, the 18th of May 1869.

T am dirccted by the Right Honorable the Governor
General in Council to enquire whether, in the event of a
Telegraph Oftice being sanctioned for Hangman’s Point,
the Chamber of Commerce at Calcubta are prepared to
guarantee a sum suflicient to defray the extra expendi-
ture that will be incurred,

2. If an office is to be established at angman’s Point,
which is to afford the same benelit as the other river
oftices, its establishment alone will cost Rupees 350 a
month.

3. In addition to the monthly charge
there will be a primary outlay for four miles
of double line ab say Rs: 600 per mile== ... Rs, 2,100
The purchase or building of a housc at 5 13,500
Instruments, tables, &e. s 500
Boats, oars, &e. . . 250
And probably other expenscs ... ey 600
vide memo, annexed,
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4. I tale this opportunity to say with reference to
the statement in your letter of 13th February to Bengal
Government “ That the river lines were not established
and are not maintained solely for commercial interests,

o &e.,” that since these lines
pesisatent o St o Yovnne o *branch in-
ghors the The to T e stoad of o part of the goneral
and Midnapore, system, and the mails and
troops to and from England travel vid Bombay, their value
o the Government is almost %4l and they would certain-
1y Do abandoned were it not for their volue to the trade
of Caleutta.

5. These river lincs cost the State Rs. 10,000 annually
nob including the share of superi d direction or
of expensc of relicving signallers. It simply represents
the difference hobween pay of establishments and receipts
from messages and gazetbe ; and to show of how little
vaiue they are to Government. I give the average number
of messages transmitted over them j—

Private messages ~a . . 38
Service messages w0
Marine Department messages (for port) 24
Observatory reports (for henefit of Caleutta) ... 43

6. On consideration you will thercfore doubtless sce
that T hiave nob taken a narrow view of the subject, and
that it would not be just to dvaw on the general revenue
of the country for the payment of a service which is of
divect pecuniary value to the merchants of Caleutta and
to thew alone,
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7. It is difficult to support the continuance of the
present expenditure on these lines, and therefore it is im-
possible to suggest that it should be increased.

IEemorandum.

All offices on the Hooghly are manned for « working
by day only.” An office at Hangman’s Poirt would have
exactly the same amount of worl to do as regards report-
ing the passing of vessels ds any other office on the river,
and as it is presumed we must be in a position to deliver
telograms on hoard ship we must keep a Toat there. - The
office would therefore in all respeets be the same as that
ab Atcheepore,

This is the establishment at Atcheepore—

1 Telegraph Master o w. 301
Allowanee - 20
1 Signaller .. 87
1 Signaller ... 66
1 Peon G
2 Watchmen at 6 Lo 12
1 Manjee e 1
4 Boatmen at § e 20
1 Sweeper
Contingencies® L2

- Total Rs. .. 350

T am not aware of any house ab Hangman's Point
available ov suitabic for an office. Probably onc would

# Woar sad {ear of fustrame tionery, sulphate of copper, &c,
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Jave to he built.  The sanctioned estimate for that about
1o be commenced at Atcheepore is Rs. 13,360.

Our line does not go within four miles of Hangman's
Point.  We should thercfore have to construck a double
loop of fonr miles inlength of new line to bring angman’s
Toint into civeuit hetween Caleutta and Atcheepore,

{Sd) TI. G. TEALE,

Offg. Dy. Diveetor-Goneral of Telegraphs in Indid.

In reply to this reference, involving, as the
Committee thought, a most unusual departure
from the ordinary cowrse adopted by Clovern-
ment, it was represented that the Chamber was
not prepared to give the required guarantee ; that
the funds of the Institution were subseribed solely
for its own purposes ; and that to guarantee the
cost of a public ecstablishmens available to the
entire commercial community, only a section of
which contributed to the support of the Chamber,
was altogether heyond the Chamber’s power. At
the same time the Committee exprossed the regret
with which this refevence had been received, and
trusted that a question affecting the interosts of a
trade which contributed so liberally to the general
revenue would be reconsidered. That they were
not disappointed in their expectation that there

had been some mizapprehension in the matter the
following letter will show: and they helicve
that the additional telegraph serviee applied for
will not be withheld.

Memorandum. from Government of Indiu, Foreign

Department,—(No. 484, dated Simla, the 13th
July 1869.)

Copy forwarded to the Government of Beagal, with re-
ference to their Scerctary’s Ietber, dated 9th March 1869,
No. 1020.

Trom Government of Indic, Forcign Department,
to Dirvector General of Telegraphs in India,—

(No. 483, dated Simla, the 13th July 1869.)

T am dirceted by His Excellency the Vieeroy and Go-
vernor General in Council to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter, dated 15th June 1869, No. 139, relative to
the question of establishing a Telegraphic Office at a
place helow Garden Reac]

2. His Excellency in  Council is very desirous of
mecting the wishes of the Chamber of Commeree and of
the * Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, and he thinks it
quite possible to cffeet this, ohject without incurring the
expenses noted by you, which are disproportionate to the

requirements of the casc.
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8. 8o large & sum as Rupees 13,500 need not be spent
on cither the creetion or the purchase of a house, It
will be sufficient {o rent a picee of land and to run up a

house with raised floor, mat sides and a tiled roof, at a
cost of a fow hundred Rupees.” You might, however,
first enquive whether it would not be possible to hire &
housc of the kind indicated, at a moderate rent,

4. The monthly expendibure need certainly nob ex-
tend to Rupees 850. A Telegraph Master on Rupees 121
a month is not required. Two signallers with one chow-
keedar, a peon and a sweeper ought to be ample for such
an office, which it is intended shall only work by day or,
say, from 6 or 7 A. 3. 10 6 or 7. M. 1f boats cannot be
hired when wanted, and it is absolutely necessary to keep
aboat as part of the establishment, a small dingy with
three boatmen and a manjhee ought to be sullicient,

5. You are requested to re-consider the question of an
establishment, and to submit one on a mueh more moder-
ate seale, for the approval of His Excellency in Council.
You can refer to the Government of Bengal, to whom a
copy of this letter will be forwarded, as to the erection o
purchase of a building al moderate cost, or asto any
other matters of detail. ~ As the signallers will not work
by night, they nced mot be expected to reside at the
office.

6. Tt may be

xpedient to fis

articalar and exeep-
tional Tariff for all messagos forwarded thiough this
office. 1t should cover boat bive, and it might Lo con-
siderably in excess of ordinary me
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7. The Telegraph Station must be known by some
othor designation than that of “Hangman’s Point.” Pro-
bably the native name of the Reach, or the neavest vil-
lage, might be adopted.

8. You are requested to take these suggestions into
carly comsideration, and to submit a plan for the esta-
Dlishment of a Telegraphic Office, on trial for a period " of
two years, with any other suggestions that occur to you

as likely to facilitate the objeet in view,

Bfficiency of the Rilot Service.

A previous Report placed members in posses-
sion of the action taken by the Commitice on
the question of the efficiency of the Pilot Servies
of this Port, and the conclusion of the Chamber’s
correspondence with the Government of Bengal
is now recorded

From Government of Bengal to Bengal Chamdber
of Commerce.

Caleutia, the 4th May 1869.

T am directed to invite your attention to the 3rd para~
graph of the letter from this Office, No. 4387, dated the
Sth September 1868, and to request that you will be so
good as to state, for the Licutenant-Governor’s informa-
tion, whether the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
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are still anxious that a Speeial Commission should he
appointed to enquire into the cflicieney of the Bengal

Pilot Service,

From Chamber of Commerce to Government of
Bengal.

Culeutta, 20th May 1869.

Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter No. 1757 of 4th instant.

The numerous growndings of vessels in 1867-68 lod the
Committee of the Chamber of Commeree to suggest for
the ideration of the IT ble the Licut
Governor whether a Special Commission should not bo
appointed to enquire into the cfliciency of the Pilot
Service under its existing constitution ; and they were
informed in veply that His Honor had come to the con-
clusion, after a reference to the Masbor Attendant, that

there was not then any strong ground for the appointment -

of such a Commission, but left it open to the Chamber to
stato if they still wished bo pross for the proposed inquiry ;
acopy of the Master Attendang’s lotter reporting on {ho
Chamber’s representation was ab the same ime forwarded
for the Chamber’s information,

1t would-appear that ITis Honor
conclusion by the Master Atbenda cport, in the 5th
pazagtaph of which Captain Reddic stated that ns «
Commission had sab so Intely on the Pilot Ser vice he did

influenced to that
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nob see what further particulars could be eclicited by
having another.”

This was the first intimation the Committee had re-
ceived of the existence of such a Commission, and as
they were anxious to learn how far the question of effi-
cieney had been taken cognisance of they applied for a fall
Report.  Copies of that Report, of the letter of the Officia~
ting Masler Attendant commenting on it, and of the Reso-
lution of the Licutenant-Governor, were furnished to the
Chamber, who are now once more invited to state whe-
ther they are still anxious that the Special Commission
applied for by them should be appeinted.

All these papers have been attentively considered ; they
treat fully of the matters submitted by the Pilot Service,
and are all more or less interesting as hearing on the posi-
tion, prospects and grievances of a genorally well deserv-
ing class of public employés. But the Committee of
the Chamber are unable to find in any of the points
di d by the Commission the slightest i
with the question submitted by them to the Government
of Bengal, viz., the eficiency of the service: the Re-
port of the Commission, the letter of the Officiating
Master Attendant, and the orders passed by the Licute-
nant-Governor, do nob touch that question at all ; conse-
quently these documents are of no avail to the Chamber
for their purpose.

It seems essential in the interests of the large and
valuable properties entrusted to the care of pilots that
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the seivices of professsional men “of high cfliciency
should always he available, that all legitimate enconrage-
ment should ho extended with the view to secure such
citiciency, and all necdful care taken to maintain it un-
impaired, '

The old Bengal Pilot Service had long chjoyed a high
reputation for skilled and i
knowledge

uship, a thorough
of the ceapricions character of the river
they have to deal with, for courage and prudence and
other qualifications befitking their profession : hut not-
withstanding all these  acquirements and advantages,
there was a strong fecling some years ago that the pilot-
cs of the port would be materially improved if;
what was called, the covenanted system were extinguish-
ed and replaced by a fiee open competitive service ; aud
the Chamber of Commerce had such strong convictions
+ to the expedicucy of introducing the change that they
ly supported the new system, which eame into
operaiion some ten or bwelve yearsago, and has gradually
almost entirely superseded the old establishment.

agoe servi

Tho new plan has had a fair practical brial 5 and if on
a whorough investigntion of its
shewn {hat anbiciy ated results

perience 16 can o
awve been realized, that
on the whole the service has satisfactovily performed it
work, and the professional alilities of its Members
proved to be mob inferior to those of the olden school,
nothing could e more rea

suring b0 fhe public gonerally,
and especially Lo commercial and shipping interests, or
anore creditable to the service itscll,

4
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0 on the obher hand the inguiry establishes the fact
that instead of improvement and inereased efliciency
there has heen a gradual degencration, that the free sor-
vice exhibits a lower order of ability and skill in the
lass of men who now enter it, it would be the ebvious
duty of Government to consider how it could best mo-
dify the arrangements under which the pilot esbablisi-
ment s reeruited, and its strengbh kept fully equal to
the exigencics of the public service, or whebher i’ great-
er inducements were held out a higher or more compe-
tent class of men could be induced to join.

The Committee have not overlooked the Master At-
{endant’s testimony in favor of the officers on the li-
censed list ; Capiain Roddic states, « I think the accom-
panying tabular statement will show that the men who
have entered the serviee in the Jicensed list ave quite oqual
o those belonging to the old serviee, and that the number
of groundings has as often happencd o men of old
standing as to youngsters,” and he specifies the number
and grade of the officors of the two classes who were in
charge of bhe vessels when they grounded, or came  into
collision, or were wrecked.

This authoritative declaration of an experienced judge
of the qualifications and conduct of the serviee under
his own immediate control is justly entitled to all res-
peet ; and it is to be hoped that the Master Altendant’s
cstimate of the comparative merits of the old and new
services has heen carefully formed.

It is beyond the Committec’s ability so to analyse the
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statement upon which the Master Attendant has based
his vemarks as o arrive ab a conelusion confirmatory of
Captain Reddie’s opinion or otherwise ; but the tabular
statement striles them as affording barely sufficient, evi-
dence insupport of his assertion. Taking the accidental
cases, which form two-thirds of the recorded casualtics,
the question is not whether as large a proportion of them
occurred to old hands as to younger pilots, but whether
they were of a nature which could not by any degree of
skill have been avoided by the former, and whether they
were such as were directly attributable to the want of skill
and scamanship on the part of the lailer.

To estimate the efficiency of the service generally merely
by a comparison of the nwmber of accidents happening
to one class or the other appears a, scarcely satisfactory
test : but if the partienlar circumstances connected with
the numerous groundings have heen fully investigated by
the Master Attendant and his opinion was based upon
the results of a careful inquiry that would of course sa-
tisfactorily establish his conclusion 5 and if His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor is content to confirm Captain
Reddie’s view, the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce will not press for the Special Commission applied

for,
From Governmment of Bengal to Chamber of
Commerce.
Caleutta, the 21st June 1869,
In reply to your letter dated 20th May, I am directed
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to inform the Chamber of Commerce that the Licutenant-
Governor has, since the receipt of your letter, given his
careful attention to the question under discussion ;
and has amived ab the conclusion that the view held
by Captain Reddie is corvect, and that the members
of the Pilot Service who have been admitted under
the new system ave in no way inferior in profes-
sioral ability to those of the old service, and that the
former have done their work on the whole no less satis-
factorily than the latler. This view is also strongly
held by Captain Howe, the present Officiating Master
Attendant.

Under these circumnstances, with reference {0 the last
sentence of your letter under reply, the Lieutenant-
Governor does mot consider it necessary to appointa
Special Committee to énguire into the question.

The Preventive Service.

Members will learn from the correspondence
that follows that they have been in communica-
tion with the Collector of Custorus regarding the
fees payable to Preventive Officers for their at-
tendance before and after the preseribed working
hours, as well as the constant removal of officers
from one ship to another, and their prohibition to
mess with the officers of vessels on board which
they were doing duty. On the first point the
Committe can at present only express their hope
that it will not be lost sight of when the rve-distri-
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bution of the salaries of the whole service,—which
it is presuraed means a liberal increase of pay,—
comes under consideration ; the second has been
satisfactorily disposed of by the Collector’s action ;
and in respect of the third, the Committee sce no
reason why the order prohibiting the messing of
Preventive Officers with commanders of ships
should not be withdrawn.

From Chamber of Commerce to Collector of Customs.
Caleutta, 24th dugust 1869,

Tt has been represented to the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce that the fees authoritatively levied by
Preventive Ofticers for attending the receipt and discharge
of eargo before and after the hours preseribed by existing

Tk
¥

9 arc excessive and totally disproportioned to
their regular pay ; that the seale of such fees should be
modified, and a reduced rate of remuneration for such
services sanctioned by Government,

2. The hours during which a Customs Officer is at
present bound Lo attend to work on board ship ave from
8 AL to 5.2 and if he superintends the 1eecipt or
delivery of cargo ealier or later he is cntitled to the

{ollowing fees

From G to 8 A. . 1
From 5 P, . to sunset e 1
Tor any time from sunset to midnight 5
For any time from midnight to sunrise 5

Rupee,

v

7

3. So that assuming an officer is willing to worlk out
of regular hours, and attends continuously as above his
fees will amount to 12 rupees, wlich is considered an
anduly high charge compared with the rate at which his
services are retained by Government,

4, The convenience to a ship is undoubtedly material
by adoping a plan which facilitates her despateh, but what-
cever that vesult may be it cannot be taken as a proper
means for measuring an officer’s remuneration which
should ratherbe fixed relatively to his- regular pay for
regular work, and in proportion to the number of extra
Tours he is actually employed.

5. If an ofticer is willing to work out of hows he
consents to do so, not solely for the advantage of the mer-

chant or of the ship, but likewise for his own individual

Benefit ; and if the Government consider him liberally
paid it the mate of say 5 rupees for a day’s work of 9
hours (and thab is over the average rate of piy for the
service) if is not unreasonable to regard a fee of 12 rupees
for attendance during the remainder of the 24 hours as a
dispropertionate and excessive charge.

6. Ttis therefore submitted that fees for extra worl
should not excced 8 annas per hour frem “sunset to 10
p. m, and one rupee per hour from 10 p. m. to 5 a. m,,
§ rupees for the enbire exira aitendance being the maxi-
mum amount.

7. ‘While on this subject the Committee would draw
yout attention to recent orders which prohibit Preventive
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Officers from messing with the officers of the ship to which
they are attached ; this appears an unnecessarily harsh
measure, and the Committee hope you will permit the re-
introduction of the former practice in this respect, which
so far as they are aware has not been attended with dis-
advantage to the revenue service, while it was undoubt-
edly a boon and saving of expense to the officers in
question,

8. Another point for your consideration is the con-
stand shifting of officers from one vessel to another.

Seetion VITT of Act X1V of 1836 provides that one or
more officers may be sent on Loard any vessel at any
time, and the officer so sent shall remain on board by day
and by night until the vessel shall leave the port, or
until it be otherwise ordered by the Collector.

The ohvious reading of the concluding portion of that
Section s that the Collector may remove officers when
their attendance is not necessary, $o as to meet the re-
quirements of commanders or their agents who may
apply for their withdrawal with the view to reliove theie
vess

s from the charge for officers when import cargo has
:L\ccn fully discharged and the ship is in no hurry 0; fﬂkt;
in her export cargo, or goes into Dock for rcpnir‘s, or lays
up or for other good and sufficient reasons,

’1.he constant. changing of officers causes obstruction to
business on board ; and as disputes frequently arise

bebween shippers, consignoes, and the officers of a ship,
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the absence of the officer who was cognizant of the
circumstances which led to these differences and who
would naturally be the disinterested party for re-
ference and settlement, might lead to serious inconve-
nience to all concerned. It seems also obvious that if
the officer is changed several times during the discharge
of a ship, great difficulty may be experienced in clearing
up her letter of call, as it will be impossible to fix the
responsibility of mistakes on any one of the number ém-
ployed.

Unless therefore there is any pressing necessity for the
change which has heen lately introduced in this respect,
and which in your judgment is essential to the protection
of the revenue, and the general efficiency of the preven-
tive system, the Committee trust you will on reconsider-
ation revert to the long established practice of not with-
drawing an officer from a vessel until she is ready to
leave the port. .

From Collector of Customs to Bengal Chamber
of Commerce.

Caleulta, 27th August 1569.

T have the lonor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Jetter of the 24th instant, in which you make the follow-

ing proposals:—

First.—To reduce the fees payable to Customs Pre-
ventive Officers for work before and after hours as well
as for night work,
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Secondly.—To allow Customs Preventive Officers to
aess with the officers of the ships to which they are
posted.

Thirdly~To discontinue the practice of changing
officers when once posted to ships.

* With regard to the first proposal I observe your cal-
culations are hased on the average daily pay of the

 officers, or at least a trifle above the average daily pay of
the whole service, but as the pay of ihe whole service
is shortly to be increased, the question now being hefore
His Honor the Licutenant Governor, the average now
assumed will not hold good.

In my opinion the least remuneration which should be
given to an officer for working all night ought to - be
double that of his day pay; but with an impending
re-distribution of the salaries of the whole service 1 do not
think any practical good can result from discussing this
question at present.

With regard to the second question, I observe that you
style the orders prohibiting Customs Proventive Officers
from messing with ships’ officers as “ recent.” The orders
have heen in existence ever since the first formation of
the scrvice in 1837, and they have been only reiterated
of late—in of mutual ion between
a Custorns officer and the Commander of a vessel—the lat-
ter cxpelling the officer from the cuddy for alleged im-
proper behaviour, and the former complaining of expulsion,
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because as he alleged he would not allow the Commander
to Jand goods without proper authority.

With regard to the third point I beg to inform you
that your remarks are out of date.

Tirst of all T would point out that Act XIV of 1838
was repealed so far back as May 1863, and any mguments
based on it necessarily fall to the ground.

Secondly, the system of changing officers has been dis-
continued from the 18th instant.

When it was first of all proposed to have a weelly
relief, I put on record my views against it ; my objections
being overruled, I was obliged all the more loyally to carry
out the order in that it was contrary to my own views.
On the 11th instant I once more urged the inexpediency
of continuing a system which was of no benefit to tho
Government, and which entailed needless vexation to all
d.  This repr was ful and

parties
the order is no longer in force.

From Chamber of Commerce to Collector of Customs.
" Caleutta, 3rd Sept. 1869.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to thank you for your prompt ackuowledgment of their
reference of 24th ultimo.

They len with satisfaction that the order which
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dirceted the constant change of Preventive Officers las
been withdrawn, and that this vesult is attributable to
your own representations against a practice which while
it yielded no advantage to the Government was attended
with considerable inconvenience to all concerned.

The Cowmmittee accept your correction of the error
made in quoting a Section of a repealed Act ; at the same
time they bid me point out that although Act XTIV of
1836 has been repealed the provisions of its 8th Section
were embodied, almost word for word, in the 41st Section
of the present Act VI of 1863 ; consequently the basis of
their arg: 1t was sul

i "y accurate,

The Committee notice your reply on the subject of
Preventive Officers messing with officers of ships to
which they are attached.

What they meant by recent orders prohibiting that
practice was that, though the prohibition may have
existed since the organisation of the Preventive Service
in 1837, the rule has been in abeyance for years, and the
observance of the prohibition only lately enforced,

.T]n: Acn'cnmsmnccs however which gave rise to the
roiteration of the order appear of so exceptional a charac-
'ter t]mfz the Committee cannot but regret that an
isolated instance of disag between the C i
and Preventive Officer should be held as an oceasion
sufficient to deprive the entire service of an accommo-
dation which its rembers have hitherto been permitted
to regard as a quasi privilege,

-
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Tn placing Defore you the question of fees for extra
work performed by Custows Officers on boardship the
object of the Committee was not only to urge a reduction
of charges which they considered excessive, butalso to
amend their unequal incidence, for it is obviously open
1o objection to pay a man for an hour’s work the same
sum he would be entitled to charge for 4 or 3 hours, and
the Committee hope that if the scale of remuneration for
over-time work is considered in connection with increased
salarics this point will not be lost sight of.

The Committee learn with much pleasure that it is
contemplated to raise the pay of the Preventive Service ;
it will be a great boon to a class of generally well deserv-
ing employés whose remuneration by Government has
scarcely been commensurabe with their duties and res-
ponsibilities.

Customs.

Baamination of packages al the Custom House.

The Committee’s attention having been called
to an order issued by the Board of Revenue to the
Collector of Customs by which a very heavy per-
centage of imported merchandise was required to
be opened for examination—viz., 50 per cent. of
cases containing haberdashery, apparel, stationery,
jewellery, guns and rifles, ‘and 20 per cent. of
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cases containing provisions, wines, beer, and
spirits—the matter was submitted to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, as an unnecessarily harsh and
vexalious measure.

The Committee represented that a great num-
ber of packages containing, chiefly, the articles
above specified were imported through agency
houses for private use, and that in a large majo-
rity of instances they were intended for trans-
mission up-country ; the opening so large a per-
centage of such packages imposed a risk of loss
and Camage to which it was hardly fair to expose
the owners when bone fide invoices could be pro-
duc:d for the satisfaction of the Collector, or
when the declaration of contents and value by a
respectable consignee should suffice to pass the
goods without examination.

With regard to provisions, beer, wines, and
spirits, the Board’s order was attended with the
greatest inconvenience : and as applied to the
last article it was inexplicable, for no object
could be gained by opening cases the contents
of which were liable to the highest rate of duty.

The general result of the order would be found
in increased expense, greater risk of theft and
breakage, and intolerable inconvenience to trade.
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The Committec’s letter having been referred by
the Lieutenant-Governor to the Board of Revenue
their order was modified to the extent specified
in the concluding paragraph of the Board’s reply,
dated 106h July 1869.

« Tor the reasons stated in the same letter, the Board
are of opinion that the enforcement of the new rule
generally as proposed by the Collector would be harsh
and unnecessary, they have therefore withdrawn their
sanction to the rule, and have dirccted the Collector to
return to the previously existing practice as already re-
ported in regard to the cxamination of wines and spirits.”

Ships’ Stores.

B

The orders issued by the Board of Revenue
regarding ships’ stores are as follows :—Z%hat
masters of ships are to be requived lo enter in
their manifests « full and true specification of
all stores; that duty is not to be Ievied on such
stores as may be consumed on board during the
ship's stay in port ; and that, ordinarily, stores
are not to be placed under seal and loclk on board,
unless it appears to the Collector that the quan-
tity of such stoves 1s eacessive and beyond the
quantity which is mnecessary for the use of the
ship during 1ts stay in the port, in which case the
Collector will direct the swrplus stores to be placed
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wnder seal and lock jor subsequent entry in {he
outward manifest of the ship.

The Committee consider these orders very
reasonable ; and under the discretion allowed
fo the Collector, by the concluding clause, that
officer has ruled that stores for a month’s con-
sumption should be exempt from the process of
locking up on board. This point was referred
to the Committee, who suggested an estimate of
consumption for six weeks instead of a month,
as the former was nearer the average of a ship’s
stay in this port : but whether stores are left out
for six weeks or for four only cannot be material,
for in all cases of necessity the Collector would
1o doubt immediately sanction a furéfler supply
being served out. The recent movement by ship
masters appears to have taken place under some
misapprehiension;; and as their proposed reference to
the Chamber has not been mdde, the Committee
presume that the matter has been satisfactorily
explained to the parties interested.

Port Canning.

Tt will be in the recollection of members that
in the early part of the year the Directors of the
Port Canning Company represented to the Go-
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vernment of India the desirability of suspending,
for five years, the port charges on shipping resort-
ing to that place and giving them the use of
Government moorings free of charge, and the
grounds upon which that vepresentation was
made are set forth in the following letter :—

From the Directors of the Port Canning Land In-
vestment, Reclamation, and Dock Company
Limited, to Secretury to the Government of Indic.

Calcutic, 20th March 1869.

We Deg respectfully to bring to the notice of His
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General of
India in. Council the peculiar fitness of Port Camning
as an Auxiliary Port, cut out by nature, and testified as
such by accumulative scientific cvidence and demonstra-
tion. We humbly trust that the late visit of ITis Ex-
cellency to the Port has satisfied him that the natural
advantages, which Canning possesses as a Port, are
worthy of recognition and encouragement. Relying on
the disposition of His Excellency io promote the expan-
sion of commerce in Bengal, wo beg™ to submit, for His
Excellency’s consideration, the desirability of making
Port Canning a free Port ; that is, of suspending, for a
time, the Port charges on shipping in Canning and
giving ships the use of the Government mooxings, free
of charge.
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The Port Canning Company have expended large
sums of money in the protection of the Mutlah foreshore,

and are willing to take upon themselves the charge of

protecting the foreshore of the Biddiadhurree, g0 neees-
sary for the safety of the town, if that foreshore is made
over to them.  The Company have also at a Jarge outlay
of capital constructed iron jeitics on an improved prin-
ciple along the two foreshores, within the limits of the
new Port, and they have laid down a tramway round a
portion of the town, 50 as to conneet - the Biddiadhurree
with the Canning terminus of the Eastern Bengal Rail-
way ; all which works are intended for the development
of Canning, as a Port for shipping, to which the approach
is casy and quick by the Mutlah ; and if His Txccllency
should be pleased to accede to our wish, we are willing
in the interests of the public to allow the wse of our
jetties and tramway, free of charge, during the time that
Canning shall be a free Port, which time we venture to
suggest should be a period of five years,
.

If Wis Excellency will eonfer the hoon solicited, we
feel persuaded that important aid will therchy be given
to the development of commeree, and that the concession
will result in no actual loss to the Government, as the
South Bastern State Railway, which barely pays its ex-
penses, will become remunerative to the State.

In conncction with this subject, we would suggest
that tho Railway rates should, while Camning s a free
Port, ho continucd on the present seale, in order to give

87

confidence to the shipping and mercantile classes in
Turope and India who may he interested in the Porb.

‘We have, &c.,

(Sd.) WILLIAM SWINTIOE,
Wi J. Jupcs,

Siray Crirory MULLICK,
Prary Cuuxp Mirera,
A. Swuri Luisk,

This communication was referred by the Go-
vernment of India to the Government of Bengal,
and by the latter to the Chamber for expression
of opinion upon the proposition ; and the views
of the Chamber were communicated in the fol-

lowing replics.

Trom  Chamber of Commerce to Government
of Bengal.
Caleutta, 23rd June 1869.

The Licutenant-Governor has heen pleased to refer to
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce the repre-
sentation made to the Covernment of India by the Di-
yectors of the Port Canning Company, who apply for
the suspension of all port charges and the free use of
Government moorings in that port for the space of five
years, and His Honor requests, in your letber of 21st

3

1
|
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April, the Committee’s opinion as to the advisability of
making that concession.

Your Ietter of the 10th instant repeats thab request.

In reply I am desired to express the Committec’s re-
gret at not heing able to submit any definite answer,

As far as their own action in the matter is concerned,
T am to state that both your communications were duly
])'Inced before the Members of the Chamber with a spe-
cial request, on cach occasion, for carly replies to admib
of the question being dealt with by the Committee.

But the representation of the Port Camming Com-
pany’s Directors has raised a question wl:icl? unfor-
ttnmbcly comes before the Government and the commer-
cial public at a moment most inopportune for its consi-
deration ; for while on the one hand those who are
divectly interested in the prospective prosperity of the
1\'1\10,]:»11 scheme are applying. for extraordinary conces-
sions, the shipping interests of the Port of Caleutta are
on the other hand, threatened with an addition of 10(;
per cent. to the heavy port dues already levied,

The question thus assumes so embarrassing a position
that it is doubtful if the proposed enhancoment of the
(_}.‘\Icutm Port Dues does not influence Members of the
Chamber, generally, to a desire to ascertain the decision
of Government regarding that measure in the first in-
stance ; and to postpone till then the discussion of the
representation of the Directors of the Port  Canning
Company, N
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Trom Chamber of Commerce to the Government
of Bengal.

Caleutia, 28h July 1869.

Tn continuation of their acknowledgment, dated 23rd
ultimo, of the correspondence received under cover of
your lettor No, 1620 of 21st April, the Commitbee of the
Chamber of Commerce desive me to communicate, for the
information of the HMon’ble the Licutenant-Governor,
the following cxpression of their opinion upon the pro-
posal of the Directors of the Port Canning Company as
submitted to the Government of India in their letter of
20th March, viz., the suspension for a period of 5 years of
all port charges leviable on vessels visiting Port Canning.

T'hat proposal bas been made in the belief that the de-
velopment of Canning as an auxiliary port would be ma-
terially promoted hy such a concession ; and on that
ground, mainly, the Directors have urged upon the con-
sideration of His Excellency the Covernor-General in
Council the desirabiilty of making Port Canning, tempos
varily, a free port.

The suggestion appears to be almost identical with
{hat which was made by Mr. Commissioner Chapman,
in the Sith para. of his lotber dated 14th May 1868 to
the Covernment of Bengal, as an alternative measure
contingent upon the delermination of Government to at-
tempt onee more artificially to create the Port—an oper-
alion which he feared would be attended with an enor-

mous outlay of public money.
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The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree have
given their careful abtention to the Dircctors’ proposal,
and considered it in all its probable hearings on a port
the condition of which it is desired to place on a more
satisfactory footing ; and they are of opinion that, look-
ing to the' past and present trade of Canning, and to the
great disadvantages under which ships resor

ng to it now,
and will for some time, labour, its declaration as a free pork
will not have the effect desired by the Port Canning
Company: they do not believe that the exemption from
port charges will induce shipping to visit that place, give
an impulse to trade, and cause commercial activity to

circalate where stagnation now prevails,—prospective
vesults which the Directors confidently look for, but the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce are unable to
share their hopes in that respect,

Assuming, however, that, with the aid of the State
Tounty applied for, substantial progress and positive im-
provement actually attended the Directors’ cfforts to ad-
vanee the objeet of their enterprise, the Committee would
nevertheless hesitate to advocate the proposed exemption,
on the ground that those. advantages would obviously he
gained ab the expense of Caleutta, aggravating the diffi-
culties with which its shipping 1

alrcady to contend,
and which are threatened to be Jargely inereased by the
proposed enhancement of our local port dues,

A feeling Das been strongly expressed recently “in

pposition to that enl t, and, with reference
especially to the declared purpose of Government in that
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respeet, it rests with This Tlonor the Licutenant-Governor
to consider what heaving the suspension of port ducs ab
Canning would he likely to have on the question of the
revenue derivable from the port of Caleutta, raised as it
i, in the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, from
sources already drawn upon to the fullest extent they

can hear.

Proposed Reform in the Standards of Weights
' and ILeasures in British India.

The Committee’s last report contained copy
of a despatch from the Glovernment of India to
H. M. Sccretary of State in which they strongly
urged the early modification of the present stan-
dard of weights,—the question of measures being
Teft for future consideration. . The conclusions ar-
rived at and recommended for adoption were,
briefly, that the new unit of weight should be a
seer, equal to the kilogramme, or 2:205 bs.
avoirdupois ; that a system of decimal multiples and
sub-divisions of the unit of weight should be
accepted as a fundamental part of the new scalo to
be recognised by law ; that the new system of
weights should be brought into gencral use as
speedily as possible, without, however, being forced
on any class of fhe community unless they were
prepared to accept it ; and that the new standard
should be authoritatively adopted in all Depart-
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ments of the Government, by the Municipal Bodies,
and on all the Railway lines.

The following reply from H. M. Secretary of
State for India conveys the views of His Grace
the Duke of Argyll, as well as that of the Lords
of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and
of the Royal Standards Commission,

Ixpra Orrrcr,
London, the 10th June 1869.

Ty Ilis Bacellency the Right ITon'ble the Glovernor
General of India in Council.

My Lorp,—The despateh of your Excellency’s prede-
cossor in Council, dated the 6th of November, No. 163
of 1868, relative to the introduction in India of the
metric system in comnection with weights, has heen consi-
dered by me in Council

2. I forward herewith copy of a lebber dated 27th
. March 1869, from the Board of
* Nos. 6 (with postseript), Py i
il S ' Trade, to which Department a re-
16 of 1869. ference was made upon the sub-
4 The second repert of  jeck als
e Stantinds, Gomiion, o and also copy of a memo-
vith mmetous app randum by the Warden of the
o P .
: bl e Standards, with six copies of each
forwarded to the i e
i will e forvardod to the of the Iflmbed papers moted on
the margin,” issued by the Stan-

dards Commission.
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5. T consider that yowr Lovdship’s predecessor in
Couneil acted with due judgment in Timiting the reform
for the present bo weights, and T approve of the adoplion
of the kilogramme as the new unit of weight, in prefer-
ence to the English pound

raph

4. The propositions submitted in the 11th pars
of the despatch under reply have my approval, and I
accord miy assent to them.

5. T desie to be Tarnished with ayeport on the ope-
yation of the new system, after a fair period has been al=
lowed for the experiment.

T have the honor to be,

My Lorn,

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant,
ARGYLL.

From Thomas Gray, Tisg., lo the Under-Scerclary of
Stale for Indiu,—No. C. 217, dated London, the 27th
March 1869, .

1 am directed by the Lords of the Committec of Privy
Council for Trade to acknowledge  the receipt of your
Jettor of the Gth ultino, transmitting, by divection of
he Duke of Argyll, for the opinion of this Bo copy
of a despateh from the Government of India with the
correspondence, which Tias passed respecting the proposed

revision of the weights in use in India.

|
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Tn reply, Tam to request that you will state to his
Crace that my Lords have consulted the Warden of the
Standards on the subject, and T am to transmit herewith

a copy of his reply (and enclosures) which contains the .

views of the Royal Standards Commission in the matter,
and to state that my Liords entertain a favowrable opinion
of the course proposed by the Indian Government.

(Fromthe Warden of the Standards, no date given.)

My views upon the general question of the introduction
of the metric system of weights and measures into the
United Kingdom are fully set forth in the accompanying
paper No. XVI, Iaid by me before the Standards Com-
mission, and particularly in the Resolutions suggested ab
pages 42-3, which have since been unanimously agreed
to by the Commission, and will form the basis of their
seeond report,

As to the question of the introduction of the metric
ystem into India, whether of wei
0, I can say little more than stated at page 14,
Many of the avguments and facts which are applicable to
the introduction of the metric system into the United
Kingdom apply with equal strength to India, and should
therefore be as conclusive in favor of the metric system.
Indeed, the necessity for the change dn the e

ing
system is far greater in India, in xegard to the extensive
diversity of the fundamental units, as compaved with their
actual unifoxmity in the United Kingdom,

ts only or of measures”

Tt must, however, remain for the Indian authoritics,
with their special Kknowledge of the feelings, habits, and
customs of the Natives, to decide Tiow far it may be expe-
dient, or even practicable, to introduce the metric system
{hroughout India. My own view is that, if practicable,
the whole mnctiic system should be introduced at once.

Banking Clearing Elouse.

A proposition for such. an cstablishment, ve-
gulated according to the system prevailing in
Toudon, was submitted to your Committee, who
were prepared to give it their support, but finding
the Banking community, whose interests (ab
first) it would natwally most benefit, were not
unanimous in their views as to the desirability or
necessity of such an cstablishment, yowr Com-
mittee did not deem it advisable to proceed further
in the matter at the present time.

Communication with China via Assam.

This subject was fully dwelt upon in the Cham-
ber’s Jast Teport :and on the present occasion the
Committee have only to state that since Mo,
Cooper left Caleutta for Assam, lwith the view
of exploring a route from the frontier Station of
that Province to the city of Bathang on the
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coufines of the North-West of China, they have
received froquent communications from lim, the
Jast of which, dated from Sudya 29th October
announces his purpose of starting thence on his
journey towards the end of November. Mr.
Cooper had succeeded in persuading & Khampti
Chiefto accompany him through the Mishmee
comntry to his destination. This Chicf had lately
retwrned from an cxpedition to “the Thibetian
Trontier with the view of communicating with
the Thench Missionaries at DBathang, and his
services to Mr. Cooper as a gwide will be of
much value. The Committee hope their next

Report  will contain an account of the successful

issue of Mr. Cooper’s travels.

The Sea=face of the Soonderbunds.

The measures usually adopted by the Marine

Department for exploring the sea-face and search-
ing the accessible parts of the Soonderbunds
with the view to ascertain the fale of missing
vessels, or of those that may have been known or
presumed to be wrecked in the Bay of Bengal
after a Cyclone, and of rescuing human lives and
recovering valuable property, have lately been the
subject of free and frequent discussion by the
press; and as the question of the efficiency and

a7

sufficiency of those measures has been well
ventilated, the Committee will not burden this
report with the voluminous correspondence that
has already been published for general informa-

tion.

River and ‘Weather Reports.

-

Under the operation of an order issucd by
the Government of  India last July the usual
daily announcement in the Telegraph Gazette
of the depth of water in the Glanges at Benares
and Mirzapore has been discontinued, as well
as the occasional publication of reports of the
state of the weather in the Upper Provinces.
TFormerly these were transmitted as free mes-
sages, and, as such, published for general in-
formation ; bub from the st August they have
been excluded from the free list ; and on a repre-
sentation as to the general utility of that prac-
tico with a request for its restoration, the Com-
mittee were informed that the list of free mes-
sages had been carefully revised, that these
additional reports were obviously for the bene-
fit of the mercantile community and could not
be supplied as Terctofore except at the - cost of
{hose who were interested in their publication,
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NNew NLcmbers.

Wossrs. Shaw, Jameson and Co., and E. D. L.
Tara, Bsq., have been admitted, by the Committee,
as Members of the Chamber subject to the usual
confirmation.

Niembers Retired.

Messre. Young, Gray and Co., Baboo Mo-
hendronauth Bese, C. . Ogbourne, Tsq.,
Manager of the Albert Life Assurance Company,
and Messrs. J. O. Hay and Co., of Akyab—
(mofussil  mewmbers)-—have retired from the
Chamber. .

Funds of the Chamber.

The half:yemly balance of the Funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 1,419-13-1, exclusive
of the Reserve of Rs. 12,000 in 4 per cent, Go-
vernment Sceurities.

J. R. BULLEN SMITH,

President.

P
Coxgs AXD Co, No. 19, Lort Bazir,

APPENDIX.
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARCGES,
Jieoting of the Bengul

Revised and adopted by @ Specicl General
e cffect from

Chember of Cowmerce held on s 1811 Jue 3861~
15t Janawary 1862

On tho sale, purchase, or shipment of Bultion, Gold
Dust ox Coin .. .1 porcent.
On thio purchase (whon in funds) or sale of Tndigo,
o Silk, Silk Picee Goods, Opium, Pearls, Tre-
oions Stones, o Jowellery ok

Ou purchasing ditto whet funds are provided by
we B

the Agent -
On the salo or purchase of all other goods—tle
commission n all ases to bo eharged upon o

amount of sales, and i regard to pus

gross
ehases upon botl cost and charges
pents if made in produce
Bills, Buliion, ov

On reburns for Consigm
On roturns of Consignments if in I

6,

Treasuro e IS
7. On accepting Bills against Consignments . ”
& On bhe sale or purehase of Ships, Fuctories, Tous

Lands, and all property of & like description N
0. On goods and trcasure consigned, and all other pro-

porty of any description xoferved to Agenc for

alo, whother advanced upon o otheryise, wh

shall aftorwards e withduawi 5 and on goods

consigned for conditional delivery Lo othors wnd

o feliverod, on invoioe amomntat 25, per rupee. - half com.
10, On making advances or procuting lous of morey

for commercial purposes, whon the aggregite

2} per cent.

commiission does nob excood 5 por cout
dclivering good

11, On ordaing, or voeciving and
wuperintending the fulfilment of contracts, or o
{he shipwent of goods, whore no otlier Comtais-

sion is detived o




iv

On guaranteoing Bills, Bonds, ov other engagements,
and on becowing secwity for administration of
Bstates, or to Government for the disbursemont

of public money .. 2} per ceut.

On del-crederc or tecing tho due realization of

al
On th kslm\mgemnnt of Estates for Exccutors or
Administrators . 2b
On chartering ships or engaging tonmago for con-
stituents for vesscls to procced to outports for
loading .2}
On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the
amount of passage money, whether the same
shall pass through the Agent’s hands or not ... 2%
On procurig freight fora ship by a shipping order
or ciwrter, or on procuting cmployment for a
ship on monthly hive, or acting as Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a ve:
fhe gross amount of fright, brokerage inclusive
On engaging Asiatic Dinigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indies, or clsewhore, upon

sel upon

&

the gross amount of camings.. w b
On engeging troops for a ship to Great Britain or

elaervhiere, on the gross amount of passage money
for rauk and filo

e

sing inward freight, inward troop, Emigrant,
or Cabin passage moncy — wwr o2t
On landing and re-shipping goods from any vesscl
in istress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Azent for tho Master on behalf of all con-
cerned on the declared valac of all such goo
as may bo re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold .5
1t Opinm, Tndigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picco Goods...
1§ Treasure, Precious Stones, ox Jewellery

E
1

v

25, On offocting Tnswances, whether on lives or pre”
porty . .} por
23, On sotdling Inswanco claims, losscs, and averages

of a1l dlasscs, aud on prociting xeturns of pre-

miwm 2}
24, On drawing, purchasing, sclling, o nogotiating Bills

of Txchange ... w1
g5 Ou dobts or other claims whon a process ab law or

arbitration is incurred in claiming them e 2%

Or if recovered by such means ... B

96, On DBills of Exchange yetumned dishonored 1
97. On collecting House Tont 2%
98, On ship's Disburscwonts . 2%

49, On reatising Bottomry Bonds, or nogotiating 2y
-~ N 9l

Joan on respondenticc . o2k
30, On granting Tiottors of Credit .o el

31, On salo or purchase of Government Scowities and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on overy
oxchange ov transfer not by purchaso from one
class to anothor w 3

32, On delivoring up Government Sccuritios and Bank
or obher Joint Stock Shares, on tho market valuo 4

55, On all ammounts debited and eredited within the yea

vd) wpon which

(less tho blance bronght {0
jon amounting to 5 por cent. bas

no Commiss
Doon charged v

2 Duokorago whon paid is to bo soparately chargod:

g, W. I WOOD,

Scereluy.

cont




_ Collee; in Bags

. Cotton, in Bal

vi
TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Port or Catourrs, adopted at tlie
General Mecting of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, held on the
asth May 1859, The Schedule camo into oporation from 1st
January 18

Cubic
fect
pex Ton.

Cut._per

.
ARTICLES. o Nett. l‘
I

Aloes, in Pags and Boxes 20
Alum, in Ditto 20
Anisced, in Bags 8

Arrowioot, in Case .
Putiin, in Togs and Boxcs - CT S

Tees’
Builla
Betel-nut

Teoks

Borax or Tineal

Trimstono

Bullion

Cake-lac, in Tags

Camplior, in Cuses

Cardamonss, in Robins
Boxes

Clssin, in

» Jags
China Root, in Bags
DBoxes

Clnnlh

Clives in Trgs
Bo

Coald’
Cochineal

Casks

Cmnl Rough

ton, not to
Cowries

el in Pags
Dates, Wet
s

ry
Dio

B Irplm\!.s Tooth in Bulk
Fumniture

Vi

| Cubic
ARTICLES. |0 Sut et | Teot
| T per Ton,

lic and Onions \ 3

Jingor | 1(,

Gran . e

. Gums, in Cases ! |
Bags and Gunny Cloil

Guumy Br
Gunjih
Hemp, in Bale

tou, nob Lo excee
e, Bufiio, or Cow, On
Tloofs, Horn Shavings and Tips
Torns, Cow, Bullulo, or Deer
;. Indigo

Jute, in Bales of 300 Ibs. mh to the Lm\',“}

not o exceod

Machinery
Melals
Ninabolams
“ Dlolass
Mother o'Pearl, in Bag

blms(s
Munject
Mustard or Rape Seed
Nutmegs, in Cascs or Cask
NuxVouica

U.l in Cascs
Casks

... Opinm
Paddy :
Peas .
== Popper, Tong

Planks 1|\d ])u'\ls

w4 Raw Silk, in Bales
* Rattauy for Dunnago
Red Wood Ditt
Rhiea in mm, per o of 5 B, not esdg

Rice e
Roping in Coils
. Tines and Twincs, in Bundles

of 300 Ibs. ach 5 to u.'e”i

6
16

16

i hogsheads.
por chost.
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Ciwt, por | Cubic

ARTICLES. I Foct i
on Nett. | or on. fi Apew i Co.
4 Anstrathe:

and Co.
Argonti, Sehilizzi and Co,

Mackenzic and Co.
Mackenzio, Lyall and Co.
izht, Andason and Co.

TRum, in Casks |2 puncheon s or 4 hhds, S Atkinson, Tilton and Co. an \\' "and Co.
e smlowcx in Bly. p. Tonof.:Bls not exdg v 52 | Askingon, Joln and jeo Rustomjee.
50 Baluer, Lawio and Go. e, Haorac and Oo,

Sngo, in Cases
Al-amoniac, in Bags
Boses

Darlow and

Bege, ])unlop nd o

Blacker, G. M
orradaile, Sohiller and Clo.

Buskin, 1.

o, Lamorrous and Co.

“ Culislcs Nephews and Co.

i
o, gross. i

Sﬂtpctm 0 g :
i

|

Trcsiago, Ty Agent of dhe ustern
el Raitiay Gomiany.

Pramlissen Lay and
Proston, Alfred,
Rl Bicttrs
' Colvin, Cowic and Co. i and Maversjan,
} Crooke, Romo and Co. Rim Gopasd Ghese m.d .
e anager, Nationcd | Jiobert and Clieniol

Reid, J. M., dgent, Clivtered Merean-

Sapan Wood for Dunnago...

Sealing Wax, in Cases

Sced lac, in Cases
Bags

o

Som
Shelle; Rough, in Bags
- Sholl-ac, in’ Cases

i i
s i Cloiay, T Bunager,  Compisin |tk Dank” of dndis, Lovdon, wrid
silk Pioco Goods D' Licompie de Paris.
Skins i Cocluane, S, Manager, Agra Banl,
Soap, Country, in Cases ... ! Linited.
B Dags ... i DeSais 3 TL, Offy. Supdt, . & 0. Steam | Robinson, . M., Manaying Dircctor of
Bar .. Nowigation Company. e 1 Compuny.
Cas ‘} ]'JoSuuM, Thos. and Co, oS
Stick L‘"’ in Gnee e i Duresolumidt, Grob and Co. Schilizzi and Co.
e ,{ Dwarkanath Datt wd Co. Schlaepier, Pute and Co. .
Tiuow 1n Gases or Casks, ! Cisidasen aud Ol SZI.“!‘O‘:‘]& Suige ud o
! i L\Lntb, Julm and Co. choene, Kitburn and Co.
- umarinds, in Cases or Cas : T Shand, ailic and Co.
Jn" To *\\srcn,J . and Co. Shaw, Jameson and Co.
Tea, TFindla s and Co. | Smith, D. A, and Co.
T Ccl 1*0”11\‘0 uul Ul\m Smith, Samuel, Sons and Co.
- .| Serymgeour, 3 S, gent, Orientad

Gishorne and Co,
Guaf and Danviger.
Graham axd Co,
Grindlay ad Co.
Gubbay, Blias S

alt Mabiowed and Co.

Jiaul: Corporatior.
Stevenson, R, Agent, Hong-Kong &
fanl;

'J‘unhc] Ro\md
Squar
g Corporation.

Tend ) Doatainy T3
Hoaderson, George and Co, U
i Hows, il ud Co toubech, 1eilgers aud Co.
¢ B—Goods in Casks or Cases to be caloulated g luber and nholt, Brotlcis
. B—~Goods in Casks. o enleulated gross weight Tordino, Sk and Co. N, dgent, Chartered Bunls
when paying freight by weight 5 and where freight is made payable Kettlowell, Bullen and Co. ali and Clin.
on measurement, the messuxement be takon on the Cust . Kelly and Co.
e ho Custom Houso Ker, Dods and Co. e o o . €

wharf, o other ghipping whar{ within the limits of tho Port of Kuowles, H., AJmL, Borneo Company, | Wiseman, Mitchell, ucul aud Cou
Latapic, B. 1) and Co. \V;L#;on Gn_cu ’\ll\l].{

Wool o

Culenita ! Lyall, e nd ¢
Vi . Lyal cnnic and
- W I WooD, Mieattister, R, Agent, Tuder Compang, | Wolll, ans and Co.
P — Secretary, . Mackillop, § $W\Mxh aud Cor | Yulo, Andmw and Co.
18t Marel. 1863, } o
FIOFUSSIL MENBERS.

Tosher, Win.—Gouhatty, Assain. Trowarl Brothors —firzapore.
Gale, Jolm,—Pundol Todd, Findlay aud Co.—Modmeie
Tlarsilton, Brown and Co.—-Mirzport.




RULES AMD REGULATIONS
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Revised and adopted at a Special General Meeting
Teld on Tuesday, the 10th July, 1866.

First ... That the Society shall be styled T
Busasn Cnauser or Coxneres.”
Second.... That the objeet and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to wateh
over and protect the general commereial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal and
specially those of the port of Caleutta ;
o employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public autho-
rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-
ccive references from, and to arbitrate
between, parties willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of business.

Third......That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be admissible as
members of the Chamber.”

Lourth... That candidates for admission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed

xi

il and seconded by two members, and may
] e clected by the Commibtee provisionally,
) such clection being subject to confirma-
tion ab the next cnsuing General Meeting.
Fifth.....Ihat the subscription of firms and banks
shall be 16 rupecs per menscm, of indivi-

dual members 10 rupees por mensem,

and of mofussil members 32 rupees per

i i &

annum.

That any member of the Chamber whose
subseription shall be three months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
H mittee from the list of members after one
i montl’s notice of such default.

i Seventh. .. That the business and funds of the Cham-
g - ber shall be managed by a Committee of
soven Mombers, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
1o he clected annually at a Gieneral Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence,
the Viee-President being ex-officio Chair-

man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to clect its own
D Chairman.  Tfour to form a quorum.
Bightlo.. Aunual clections ol President, Viee-
President, and members of the Com-




Winth...

Tenth...

Lleventh.

xii

mittee shall be determined by a majority
of voles of members, such votes heing
given in voting cards to be issued by the
Secretary,—numbered and bearing his
signatwre ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purpose unless so au-
ihenticated : and all ies created by
the absence of the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, or any of the members of the
Committee from the Presidency for three
months or by departuwre for Turope, or
Dy death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the clection determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by the
Committee.

That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be eligible to serve as members of
the Committee.

Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not serve on the Commit-
tee at the same time.

That the Committee shall moct for the
purpose of tramsacting such business as
may come within the provinee of the
Chamber at such times as may suit their
convenience, and that the vecord of their
proceedings be opon to the inspection of

xiit

members, subject to such regulations as
the Committee may deem oxpedient.
Twelfth. That all -proceedings of the Committee
e subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.
Thirleenth.That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee be prepared,
printed, and circulated for information
of members three days previous to the
Gleneral Mecting, at which such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be

submitted for approval.

Tourleenth.That the Secretary .shall be elected

by the Committee ; such clection to be
subject to confirmation ab the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Fifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber

shall be held at such times as the Com-
" mittee may consider convenient for the
despatch of business.

Sixteenth. That any number of members  present
shall be held to constitute a General Meet-
ing, called in conformity with the Rules
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.

Seventeenth.That on the requisition of any five mem-
bers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, or




xiv

Chairman  of Committee, shall call a

Special General Meeting to be held with-

in 15 days subscquent to receipt of such
. requisition.

Eighteenth.That every subseribing firm  or bank
shall be entitled to one vote only, and thak
the Chairman of Committee and Chairman
of Gleneral Meetings and Special General
Meetings shall have a casting vote in cascs
of equality of votes.

Niheteenth.That parties holding powers of procu-
yation shall, in the absence of their prin-
cipals, be entitled to vote.

Tusenticth.That voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of
members of the Chamber.

Twentyfirst. That the Chamber- veserves to itsell
the right of expelling any of its members;
such expulsion to be decided by the votes
of threefourths of members present ‘in
person or by proxy ab any Speeial Gene-
ral Mecting of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Tuwenty-second.Thab strangers visiting the Presiden-
cy may be admitted by the Committee
as honorary members for a period nob ex-
ceeding two months.

xv

Twenly-third...That no change in the rules and re-
gulations of the Chamber shall be

made except by the votes of a majo-
rity of the members of the Chamber
present in person or by proxy at a
Special General Meeting to be’ held
after previous notice of three months.

Cones and Co., No. 19, Loll Bazar,
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