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week, and being lengthy, I presuine it may -be
considered as read. You will notice among  thie
various subjects which have come under our con-
sideration the—1 may almost say—time-honoured
otic of the River Trust is given the most promi-
nent place, and it will doubtless be as satisfactory
to you as it has been to your Committee to sce
that practical steps have at last been taken towards

affoxding facilities for the landing and shipping of -

goods, which we are so urgently in nced of. It is
little enough, T grant you, but it is something,
and there is finally a faiv prospeet of our’ being
able, during the course of the curreni year, to un-
load and load a ship witli some of those appliances
which.are to be found in every other civilised
community, and without resorting to the {ortu-

ous modes which have existed ever since Cal--

cutta has been a port, and on which we are still
dependent.,  You will notice that, on the 10th
March last, the Committee addvessed the Go-
vernment of Bengal giving their views as to the

formation of & River Trust for carrying out o

more comprehensive scheme  of improvement
which it was hoped and believed would soon - be
in progress, but I regret to say thal since this
Report was issued we have had ‘reason to foar
that ab present hub little action is heing taken on
this most important subject.  Having authorized
~.an outlay of five lakhs of rupees for the construc-
tion of four piers, the Supreme  Government

a
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scems disposed: to posipone the time when a
Jarger sum will be' needed for the further im-
provement of the port.  While millions are heing
spent annually all over Bengal and India for
public works, it certainly seems surprising that
such lethargy should exist in regard to improve-
ments at our own doors, which will not henefit
Calcutta alone, but indirectly the whole of Ben- .
@al.  Our present energetic—and T may say pub-
lic-spirited—Licutenant-Governor certainly has
an opporbunity of achioving a popularity excoed-
Aing that which any of his predecessors have en-
joyed, if it can he-said that during his term of
office, and owing to his exertions, Celeutla has
obtained some of those facilities for the landing
and shipping of goods which are to he found in
every other part of the world. These works may
be strictly classed as “ reproductive,” and possibly
1o an extent far exceeding what people generally
estimate. It seems, therefore, the greater pity
thal while public money is being spent  so {reely
in other directions .some of it should not be de-
voted to this most important project ; or rather
some more of if, for T have already said that- an
outlay of. five lakhs has heen: authorized.

During the six months under review the week-
Ty postal service vid Bombay has heen inaugu-
rated, and, so far as the incoming mails arc con-
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cerned, {he inereased regulavity which has iny.c}y
marked the reception of our home letters must he
considered  satisfactory. I dare say, however,
that the majority of you will" coincide in voting
the ontward weekly service a muisance, (¢ laugh)
especially at this scason of the year. When it
was positively known that- the inereased rate of
postage on overland e would "be enforced,
sleps were, taken to obtain statistics on which to
hase a reasonable profest against such an unfor-
iunate measure, and the result is Hefore you in
a letter from the Chamber addressed to the See-
retary of State for India, dated the 14th April.
During the time that was necessarily expended
in gelting this data together, I regret to say that
ihe press felt called upon to frequently ask “what,
the Chamber was doing” and why they did not
take up this subject.  Such articles are caleulated
1o throw diseredit on our institution, and possibly
lo weaken what influence it. may have ;—tle
unfairness of them will be the more a pparent;
when I tell you that, at.the very time they wcrc‘
issued, the Editors of certainly two of our lead-
ing journals werc made acquainted with the
reason for the delay, and might have satisfied
themselves that it was unavoidable. In thig
comftry,. where the prepondératin g influence of
officials is 50 great, and the voice of public opinion
anay be said 1o be almost struggling

for existenc,
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- it seems to me a mistake to, perhaps, partially

neutralize the cffcet which the views of a large,
inLe}ligcuL,‘mld independent hody of men, such as
compose the Chamber, may have, by continually
casting slurs upon them for their alleged inacti-
vity, especially when it has often twrned out that
the Commitiee have already moved in the very
matters referred to.  There is another point upon
which a few remarks may not be out of place, and
that is—the frequent enquiries one sees in the
daily Préss as to  why the Chamber docs not
do this” and “why the Chamber.does not, do that”
in relation to matters which certainly cannot come
exelusively under the lead of commereial inter-
este. Tt is doubtless very complimentary for
the Chamber to be looked . upon as the
proper source from which all questions of ‘a pub-
lic nature should emanate, but I apprehend that
ihis is not the object for which the institution
was formed. A recent instance  has occwrred in
which, while the Committec would have felt
honored in initiating a movement with the view
of forwarding an address to Ier Majesty the Queen
on the escape from assassination of H. R. II. the
Duke of Edinburgh,”they felt that it certainly
was nol a commereial sentiment that was required
on that occa;iqn, and it would, perhaps, be assum-
ing too much responsibility to taleup a question
which properly belonged to all classes of the
community. But when, in despair of the proper
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people coming forward to inaugurate a meeting of -

this sort, application was made to the Committee
10 move in the matter, and they did so, they were
then accused of being. ¢ hetter late than never”
in a subject which certainly did not come within
their province ; and; possibly,. so accused by some
of the very people who should have come to the
front. (Laughter.) I feel myself at liberty to
male these remarks because my torm of office cx-
pires to-day, and while criticisms of such a nature
can 1o longer aflcet me as a member of the Com-
mitiee, I think the Chamber should not be contin-
ually charged with taking no action in matters
which do not actually concern it..

Referring again to the Report, at page 78 you
will sec an important subject in regard to the
duty claimed by the Collector of Customs and the
Board of Revenue on goods lost in the river. A%
Page 84, it will be noted that the time allowed
for application for a refund of duty on short ship-
ments of goods has been extended by the Govern-
ment to three working days after the ship has
lef6 the Port. At page 90, it will also be
seen  that the Port rule of November, 1864, ve-
garding ships sending down their topgallant masis
and spars during certain periods of the year, has
hich will prove
very agreeable to many shipmasters and owners,
Tamsorry to say that, in reply to the lobter of
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the 20th of April, to the Government of Bengal,
on the same page, regarding chariges proposed in
the 52nd Section of the Customs Act, & communi-
cation has heen roceived since this report was in
press, refusing to concur in the recommendations
of the Chamber on grounds which are advocated
by the Board of Revenue and the Collector 0!'
Customs. Believing the latter to be untenable,

- another representation has been addressed to Flis

Honor, the Lieutenant-Governor, requesting a re-
consideration of the subject ; the entire corres-
pondence will probably be placed before you in
the next semi-annual report. Should the opposi-
tion to the wishes of the Chamber, which has
been manifested by the officials alluded to, be
continued, it will” then lic with your Committee.

- to decide as to the - advisability . of appealing

to .the’ Supreme Government,. and obtaining
the co-operation of the Chambers of Commerce
at Bombay and Madras, which, I may add,'has
heen already promised.

Everyone who read the late Financial Minis-
ter's statement must have at once detected the

* fallacy of his arguments in‘regard to the one afma

extra duty which was levied on grain last year,
whenhe pointed to the increased trade as a_proof
that the {ax was not felt. He cither ignoied or
was unaware of the fact that duiing 1865-66 the
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grain erops were so shorbas to create a famine in
-and to raise prices all over Ben-

certain distriets,
gal to a point.which seriously interfered with the
usual exports ; and, therefore, during the past year
of plenty, and low prices, shipments appeared rela-
tively larger than they would otherwise have done.
While fully aware of this, however, your Com-
mittee did not. feel called upon to remonstrate
against a continuance of this additional duty, as
it was levied with the concirrence of your Cham-
ber’s representatives who were on the Tariff Com-
mittee of 1866, and. it is not believed that it will
seriously affect trade. Tt is a matter of congratu:
lation that in our new- Finance Minister we have
such an able man as 8ir Richard Temple ; one
who has filled with unusual ability the many high
and  honourable posts for which he has been
chosen,—whose name is identified more or less with
many of the most prominent events in this coun-
try during the past ten or twelve years—who is

thoroughly conversant with the habits of the peo-

ple, their opinions, their wants, and who has their
confidence. Tfhe has asurplus at the end of
nest'year so large as to enable him to abandon
any of the sources of revenue, perhaps then the
Chamber may fairly ask- for the repeal of the ad-
ditional duty on grain on the admitted g

fon rounds of
political economy.

' —that, the productions of a coun-
try should be taxed as lightly

as the exigencies
- of the State will admit of, 11,

r. Massey having

9

left the country, it will be hardly necessary to
more than allude to his very weak attempt-—I
think I.may call it—to answer the argu-
ments in the Chamber’s letter, which was for-

“warded to Government, pointing out the other

sources from which revenue might be derived.” I
do not think the -honourable gentleman did him-
self much credit by the way in which he replied

. to those arguments, for he proved nothing what-
Lever:

The increase in the number of* accidents which
have occurred to ships in the river has given rise
to very serious appreliensions regarding the efficien-

. ey of the Pilot Service, and your Committee took

steps to get information in order that they might
inquire as to the advisability of introducing some
reforms into the department. T am sorry to say.
that until to-day we havebeen unable to get any-
thing. In'a book which has been received ab
the last moment, I find that the rules for admnit-
ting pilots and leadsmen were apparently issued
on-the 24th November, 1853, and I donot see

" that they have since been revised at all. Rule 5

says “ A candidate offering himself for examina-
tion touching his- qualifications forthe duties of
pilot, orforleave Lo act as leadsman in order to
qualify, will be required to show, first, that he is
22 years of age ; second, that he has heen 7
years ab sevy - the last 2 as-an officer ; third, that
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he has merited -the good opinion of those wnder
whom he had served for the last™ two years.”
Now, I fear there is reason to believe that these
rulés have not heen-strictly adhered to. Anything
affecting the shipping arriving and departing frony
the port is a matter very seriously councerning
underwriters and shippers of cargoes, and I am i

Topes your next Committee will have an’opportu-

nity of dealing with it. Of cowrse I cannob

vouch for them, but I think it would be a very .

proper. thing that "they should look into ~this
question aid endeavour to culist Government in
their behalf to se‘q that this Department is con-
ducted as it should be. (Hear, hear.)

You will doubtless be pleased to hear that
never in the history of the Chamber has it been in
a fnore flowishing or prosperous condition than
itisat the present time. Seventeen firms and

- individuals have been admitted as members dur-

ing the past six months, subject to tlie usual con-
fimation ot this meeting, and our monthly
receipts are larger than they ever were hefore.
Fecling tkat under such circumstances any steps
which tho Commitlee, with the concurrence of
the z..nembers of the Chambet, might take towards
healing the unfortunate differences: which led to
the sccession of six influential firms some four
years ago could not by any possibility be construed
mto a sense of weakness, or inability to

; e ' maintain
the position which the Chamber has alway

Lways oc-

1 .

cupied, and  believing that the wnited influence of -
the mercantile community is very necossary
for the suecessful accomplishment of what we
undertake, the Committee again brought forward
a resolution which was adopted by the Council
of the Chamber two years since, and approved
of by the seceded firms, but which unfortunately
did not atthat time accomplish the object for
which it was intended, owing to the insigni-
ficant, majority in favor of the measure. This
vesolution, as you arve aware, was circulated to
all the members who were entitled to vole, and,
owing to the almost unanimous expression of
opinion elicited in its favor, I am lappy to
inform you- that Messis. Jardine, Skinner and
Co., Lyall, TRennie and Co., Wattenbach,
Hoeilgers and Co., and Williamson Brothers and
Co. have accepled your invitation, forwarded
through the Committeo, 1o rejoin the Chamber—
a rosult which I believe will be very satisfactory
o0 the majority here present. '

It is hardly necessary for me to refer to’ the

" warious other matters in the report,.in addition {o

svhich many others of ‘a more trivial nature have
come before the Committee during the past six
months. The Committee -have endeavoured to
give their best attention to all these subjects, and
have been ably scconded by their officiating Secre-
tary, Mr. Shekleton. I leave the report, Gentle-




men, in your hands, and trust you will approve
of the action of {he Committée during the past

: six months. (Loud applause.) This being the

annual election, perhaps, it would be as well if
serutinecrs were appointed. .

Mr. Muwray proposed that Mr. S..Danby and
Mr. H. H. Sutherland be appointed serutineers
to report the result of the election for officers
during the ensuing year.

“The Chairman observed that before the result
of the scrutiny was declared, it had just been sug-
gested that, in eonsequence of the unusually Jarge
number of members who had been admitted
during the last six months, it might be deemed
advisable to postpone the clection for a weel, to.
allow the new members in question to vote and
to be voted for. He (the Chairman) thought that
the course proposed might be followed.

Mr. Murray saw difficultics in the way—he
apprehended the Rules of the Chamber were ex-
plicit on the point, and they were bound to act in
conformity with the Rules.

The Chairman read Rule 7 which was to the
following eflect :—“ The business and funds of
the Chamber shall be managed by a Committeo
of 7 membhers, consisting of a President and Vice-.

President, and five members, to be elected annus
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ally atthe General Meeting of the Chamber in
the month of May.” - Unfortunately wo have not
on this occasion ~ adhered strictly to rule.
(Laughter.) )

Mz, Muwray again gave it as his opinion that,
the course proposed was notin order: he undei-
stood that not only the clection of the new mem-
bers, but also that of the seceded firms had to be
confirmed at this meeling, until which time they
were not members, while under the rules the elec-
tion was to be held in May : it ivas true- that
this was the Ist of June, but the 31st May having
been Sunday, the Cemmittee should have one
day’s grace.

The Chairman then called attention to another
rule to. the effect that candidates for admission
might be clected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirmation at the
next ensuing general meeting.  What the mem-
bers present were then asked to do was this : viz.,
to confirm the clection of 17 firms and individuals
whohad been clected in that manner—that is, pro-
posed and seconded by two members, and elected by
the Committee subject to the confirmation of {hat
meeting.  But with reference to the four seceded
firms, they had been invited to rejoin by 63 votes
out of 66, and were, therefore,in an entirely differ-
ent position—were, in fact, members of the
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Chamber two weeks ago, and as much-entitled to-

vote or be voted for as any one clse ; if this meet-
ing was asked to confirm their admission it would
Do equivalent {0 asking the members {o do ver-
_Dally what nearly the whole of them did in- writing
a few days before: .

Mr. 0. Von Ernsthausen saw nothing in the
Tules to preclude these new members from vot~
ing, nor to prevent the postponement of the seruti-
ny for a weck to enable them to do s0..

Mr. Peler Anderson said as a member he
had, as he understood it, been called to the meot-
ing to consider the report, and he did not pereeive
any reference o ‘the seceded members in that
document.  In his view they had first to  decide
whether the report should be received, and then
they could go on to any other qucétion, if

" nocessary.

A discussion on the Ppoint continued, .in which
Soveral members took part, when it was proposed
by Mr. James Murdoch, seconded by Mr. John
Cowie— )
- “That the Report of the Commitice of the
Chamber of Commerce for the hal fyear ended
30th April, 1868, be received angd adoi\(‘cd “ e

Carried unanimously.
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Mr. A Stirling next proposed, and Mr. Temple
Willcox seconded—

« That the Committec’s conditional clection of
Mossrs: A. Walker and G. Fouwrnicr, J. Thomas
& Co., Huber & Co,, B. D. Latapic & Co., Ull-
mann, Hirschhorn & Co., Wienholt Brothers,
Macknight & Co., Joln Atkinson' & Co., M. 8.
T. Robinson, Caplain J. Paterson, Superinten-
dent of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Newi-
gation Company, Mr. R. Stevenson, Local dgent,
of the Hong-Kong and Shanghai Bazling Corpo-
ration, Mr. S, Cochrane, Manager of the Agra
Bank, Linited, Mr. Elias 'S, Gubbay, and Mr. G.
M. Blacker, and the re-clection of Messrs. Grind-
lay & Co., and Mr. R. Macallister, dgent of the
Ludor Company, as members of the Chamber, he
confirmed.”

Carried wnanimously.
Tt was then proposed by Mr. A. G. Graham
and seconded by Mr. John Cowie— '

“That the election of office Tearers should be
postponed for a week, in order that the seventeen
firms, admitted during the half-year, should have
the opportanity of recording their votes and of
being themselves elected to office.”

Mr. Murray said he would heg to propose an
amendment.  According to the rules they could
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wol in his view postpone the clection.  Without
inany way casting a slar upon the new members
he might say that the Chamber were hound, as
long as it had rules, - strictly to abide by them.
e would be very willing to second any resolu-
tion to alter the rules, but, as e could not coin-
cide in the resolution proposed, he would move
ag an amendment—

“That as the foregoing” resolution is contrary
to the rules of the Chamber, which state that
thel clection shall be held in May, and any change
in the bye-laws shall be only made af o Special
General Meeting to be held after three months’
Drevious notice, the voles, as already recorded, be
considered decisive.”

v'l\Il} Lrnsthausen adhered to Lis opinion that.

it was competent-to postpone the eleetion to ad-
mit of the new members recording their yotes.

Mr. Sutherland cutirely coincided with Mr:

Murray, and ,would  second  the amendment,

i . i

W lugh,1 l]Jcmg put to the vote, was declared to e
carried by a majority of 2, the opjging 1

. being therefore lost, ' il molion

The vesult of the serutin

. Y was then declared Js
Mr. 8. Dauby, as folloys L declared by

- o .
James' Rowe, Lsq., President.
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. . Tldridge, Esq., Vice-President. .
A. G. Grabham, Esq. ;. O. Von Ermsthausen,
Tsq.; Seth A. Apear, Esq. ; P, T. Ralli, Esq.,*

™. Reinhold, Tsq. ; Members of Commiltice.

The Chairman said he was duly sensible of
the confidence that had been reposed in him, and
s0long as le could spare the time he should be
happy to do all in his power to forward the inter-
esls of the Chamber. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Murray proposed and Mr. Danby second-
cd “ that the cordial thanks of the Chamber be
given to the Committee for their services during
the past hall-year.” -

Curried unanimously.

The Chairman intimated that a short time since
Messrs. . 18 Petrocochino and Co. wrote to
the Chamber -regarding the difficulty which was
felt in recovering from either the captains or agents
of vessels demurrage on cargo boats. The Com-
mittee suggested the best remedy: they thought
possible, with a request that the matter should be
brought before this general mecting.

Mr. D. Convela, on behalf of the firm of Messrs.
Tetrocochino, desived that the letter of the firm

* Mr. Ralli baing unable to ¢, Mr, J, M, Ross, who was next
in ovder of votes, aceepted the oflice,
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representing the nature of their grievance be refer-
‘red to. The letter was to the following cffect :—
To A. B. Suzkwrroy, Esq., ~
Offg. Secy., Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Si,—We beg to draw your attention to the
very defective manner in which claims by ship-
pers against agents of vessels for demurrage are
settled, and request that you will place the mag-
ter Defore the Committee of the Chamber for
their opinion, and to ascertain whether no remedy
can be offected to prevent the heavy losses which
are daily being made by shippers from agents te-
{using to pay demurrages.

By several decisions of the Small Cause Court,
which have been confirmed by the High Cowrt,

it has heen ruled that agents are not liable for .

claims of this nature, consequently, the shipper’s
only chance of recovering demurrages actually dis-
bursed by them is to sue the captain, and in nine
cases out of ten, although the hill may be sent, in
to the agents fu time for examination by the
master, they (the agents) delay till the moment
of the vessel’s departure to make known whether
the c:»p'min accepts ox vefuses to pass the claim :
by. \\’h.lcll means, in the cvent of hig rofusing:
;:vlul?}:dli fl’x’lel?l\:]c;l:ﬁlnytl.lti c:éso, Do opportunity can

¢ g Lo the Bmall Cause Court ere
the vessel leaves the port,
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We beg that you will place the subject hefore
the Committee for their consideration as to the
measures to be adopied in future to prevent such
unfairness to shippers.—We romain, &c.,

(pp-) T E. Prrrococnxo & Co.
(Sd.) S. E. Prrrococmino.
Calcutta, 6th May, 186S.

Mr. Murray was inclined to think that the agent
of the ship was responsible for the demurrage, and
he could himself speak from experience of the
serious nature of the complaint under notice.

The Secretary read the reply of the Chamber
1o Messrs. Petrocochino, which is ag follows :—

M

Drar Sims,—Your letter dated the 6th instant
has been considered by the Committee of the
Chamber, who quite agree with you as to the ex-
pediency of some measure being adoptéed to enable
shippers of goods to recover demurrage claims
with greater facility.

ssrs. I8 B, Prrrococniyo & Co.

As the general hall-yearly meeting of the Cham-
ber will be held on the st proximo, it - appears to
the Committec that it will afford a good opportu-
nity for a public discussion of the question, and
they will accordingly give notice of this intention
in their circular calling the meeting. Your firm,
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they assume, will be prepared to bring the subject
forward on that occasion.

Meantime, a member of the Commiltee sug-
gests for your consideration the practice of his
firm, iz, sending every morning to the agents of
the ship, for settlement, the claim for the previous
day’s demurrage.—Yours, &e.

) (Sd) A B. Suzxizro,
Offg. Secy.:

A desultory discussion here ensued as to which
party, the agent or the master of the vessel, was
liable at law for such demurrage charges, in which
the Chairman, Messrs. Reinhold, Murray, Smith
and other membérs engaged.

Mr. Trnsthausen related his experience of a
case in point, in which, having threatened theagent
of the ship with an action for the amount, he
ultimately succeeded in compromising the matter
Dby consenting to receive half the sum claimed.
In his opinion a claim for demurrage was a difficult
one to establish in any court, as it invariably turn-

. el upon evidence, and not unfrequently a good.

deal of hard swearing was resorted to, which in
many ingtances tended to defeat the claim.

As the hest way of deciding on tlie preferable
course o pursue to recover such claims, Mr. Seth

A, Apear proposed, and Mr, D, Smith, se-
conded :—

21

« That the question regarding recovery r}f dlev
murrage on cargo boats sent alongside ships be
ag ts ‘ be
cireulated by the Committee amongst the mem

bors of the Chamber for expressions of opinions

as to the best manner of trealing the subject.”

Carried unanimously.
A vote of thanks was passed to the Chair, and

the meeting separated.

A. B. SHEKLETON,
Offg. Secretary.




"BINGAL CHABBER OF COMMERCE.
Twvont or 1its CoMMITTIE For TIE JERSIS

" pypEp 307 Arrir, 1868.

The Committee have the pleasure . to submit
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the last
half-year.

River Trusi.

This most important matber has been . constant-
' ly before the Committee, and has had - their
carnest attention.  The last half-yearly report in-
formed the members of the Chamber that steps
had heen taken, both by Ietber and a personal inter-
view, to bring the attention of the Government of
Bengal to the urgent necessity for taking prompt
measures to improve the river bank, and that Hig
Ionor the:Lieutenant-Governor had promised his
cordial co-operation in the malter. The result has
been that on the Ist of February a contract was
- entered into, at a total cost of five lakhs, for 4
serew pile jetties, 6 stecam crarics, 6 loisls, §
A
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covered sheds and ~the necessary rails, wag:

gons, &c., the whole to be completed by May 1st. ,

1869, and two of the piers with cranes, sheds, &c.,
to be ready for use on or before the 1st. of Feh-
ruary next.  The masonry work has been com-
menced, and {wo of the abutments are already
_‘above ordinary high tide. - The arrangements are
intended to-be of the most complete description,
enabling ships to lie alongside of the Jetties at all
stages of the tide, and to discharge: their cargoes
with the aid of the steam hoists, cranes, &e. ; the
goods ean be placed in trollies alongside of the
vessels, and run under a covered way to the goods
sheds, passed by the Customs officers,and delivered

-to the carts with very little delay. Tt is understood

that these steps have been taken so that partial

relief may be afforded without . waiting for the

completé formation of the proposed Board of Com-

missioners, or Truslees, which will, your Com-

mittee believe, be appointed to ca.n'y. out a more
. comprehensive scheme for the general improve-
ment of the port; and viewed in this ]‘ight—if
considered as an augury of further movement
in a similar divection— he action of the Govern.
ment is most ; tisfactory.

pondence” will shew ¢l
organization of a Board
had the atiention of the
the Government of Beng:

The following corres-
ab the subject of the
of Commissioners hag
Government of India,-
al, and your Commit.

3

tee durving the past few months, and it is to‘be
hoi)cd thit before the next semi-annual meeting

_of the Chamber is held this long mooted and .

most important matter will have assumed a defi-
nite shape. The Committee are iappy to say they
believe that Iis Honor the'T.:ieutenant-Govcl'u.or‘
and Mr., H. Leonard, the late Officiating Chief

. Tngincer to the Government of Bengal in the

Public Works Department, aré both [ully alive
to the necessity of prompt action in regard to the
larger scheme ; it is owing to the Lie‘utenant Go-
vernor’s exertions thai the works in progress
Thave been so promptly undertaken, and it is hoped
that His Honor will continue to exert his powerful
influence in pushing on the question.

.Frmn Gout. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caloutta, the 21st Februiry, 1868.

Referring to the letter from the Chamber of Commerce
. to Mr. Dampier’s address, dated
inute dated the 20d Decem- bor Tast, I am
o 565 e Tientemmnt.  the 30th September
Govermor of Dengal on the 50 desired to forward to the
A amondwmont of Ach X, ¢ b
TEPS56 of the Dengal Legis  Chamber a copy of the corros-
ive Couineil, for the improve- Y >
:\;\c:xlcsimt‘{x\u Pt of Catentin. pondence marginally noted ; :fnd
Tom Government of s, 40 51 it0 on arly exprossion
Public Works Deputment, No. 2 y ¢
£7C, dated the T3th Februwry  of {he opinion of thé Chamber
1o on the suggestions contained in
the letter from the Government of India, No. 87(?‘,
dabted the 13th instant, and more especially on those in

paragraphs 3, 7, and 8.




2. With respeel Lo the latler tvo s; T am o
say Ghat it seems

that express prov

seeuring a return for the Jarge expenditure which it will
be proposed to undertake. 1t would appear, however,
that such a provision may beintroduced cither in the form
which it assumes in the present Act of the Bengal Coun-
ail, or,as suggested hy the Government of Tndia, in the
form of & general tax on the whole commercs of the Dort,
the only substantial difference hetween the two apparent-
Iy being that in the Jatter ense it would e left optional
with ships, notiths landing that the general {ax would
e levied on their cargo, o make uso of the wharves, jot-
ties, &c. or not, insiead of ifs being compulsory on them
todoso asib is made by the present Act. The Lienionant-
Governor docs not feel sure ow fu it would Lo practica-
Dle wnder this arrangement, (o levy the tax from boals
and inland counbry vessels which is provided for i;y See-
tions XLIX. to- LI, of {he present Act,

3. With veference Lo the concluding parvagraph of your
Tebler under ucknov:]ct]gncut,]mn desived o slate, for
the information of the Clrmber, that the sanction of the
Goverment of Tndia lus been given to the constyuction
of fowr jeldics and sheds aian estimated cosg of about, 5
lakhs of Rupees, and thai, aconbrack for the exeeution ol
the work-has been  concluded, Mr. Leonavd’s Troposed
improvement of a portion of the viver hank for (he ae.
commodation of courtry hoats will also o curied ouf,
ab once.

Minute by the Liculununl»G’ovc:’glm' of Bengul.

I proposing an amendment of Agf,

X, of 1866, (e

to the Licutenant-Governor desivable
sion should ab once be made by Taw: for

5

prineipal poinits which it is necessary (o consider seein

to be these :—

1. The composition of thic Board or Committes of
Msinagement. .

2. The mode of appointing them.

3. Their functions and powers. )

4. The provision of funds for cariying out works of
improvement, )

5. Theagency for constructing the works,

6. The position of the Government.

The last point it seems obvious will Le mainly det
mined by the decision which may e come to as to the
material question—how funds for the works ave to lic pro-
vided. And this question indeed must in a great degree

“influence the whole charncler of the, axrangements Lo he

made.

After full consideration, T am myself strongly inclined .
o the opinion that the best course will be for Govern-
ment to advance the whole money required for the works,
provision being made by arrangements, similar to those
contained in Agk X. of 1866 for raising such a revenue
from the works as shall suffice for the payment of inlerest-

on the oitlay, for the eflicient maintenance and manage-
ment of the works, and, perhaps, also for a sinking fund
to redeem the first outlay. - :

> in such a case as this in

T can perceive no advanta,
carrying out the works by capital raised wnder a Govern-
ment guarantee rather than by moncy divectly advanced
by Government.  In cither ‘case the Government will re-
qlxi):c Lo have full control overthe expenditure, hutb in thic
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latier case the responsibi ty of the Government will e
more direct and complele than it is under the guarantee

system. - This seems to me to be anadvantage.

. Assuming, then, that the Government will advance the
money required for improving the Port of Caleutta, I
would further recommend that the construction of the
works should he undertaken Dby the Government, and that
as they become ready for use they should. be made over
tothe Board or Committee of Maniagement in, whom,
subject to o certain general control by Gu\'crumcnt’
should he vested the entire management of all whay vcs’
Jjetties, ware-houses, tramways and other works, and ol:
the xevenues derived therefrom, To this Board or Com-
mittee T would also give the duty of originally
and determining whit works are o

selecting
o o to be constr ucted, and
in what order, i decis i j i

hal order, their decisions being subject to the final
orders of Government .

Vith 1 it
With respeet to the composition of the Commitee®
* The name Trustee zeoms to - 0r Do Manag
e Bt e to I‘o"mll of Management, I
fen 1tk to call tho now  Of Opinion that it may, with
Areney o Commissioncts 2 qvanga ] led ;
for tho fmpovement of the -0VARtage, e constituted as fol.
Part of Caleutta.” lows : —-

am

Towr Government servants,
Five Members of the mercantile and trading community.
One Member specially representing the Muni .

pality.
(IOY the fowr Government, servants,
Chairman of th issioners ;

1ol Tk o s s e 1 g
sary that this should he a gentleman + th 10 other ey
pnuon.. Another of the Government s Vants should b‘c‘ »
an Engincer, a thivd an officer of ike Cusloms

one should he {he

e found neecs-

Dcpartmcn(/,

7.

and the fourth an officer of the Marine Department. Tt
seems to me unnecessary to appoint more than one Com-
missioner specially to represent the Municipality, for the
other nine Commissioners, both the Government servants
and those from the commercial and tiading community,
“will most of them be Justices for the Town of Caleutt:
and will certainly all of them have aninterest insumici-
pal management and taxation, 1 preswme it to be proba-
Dle that, under any plan of appointment, the Chairman of
the Justices would be selected as the Commissioner to
represent: the Municipality.

With respect to the mode of appointing the five non-
official Ci issi and the rey ive of the
Municipality, there will, perhaps, be some difference of
opinion, and it is a point that I think may be fitly left
for deter ion by the Legislative Council, to whom
will be afforded full opportunity of ascertaining the

views and opinions of all persons concerned.

As to the functions and powers of the Commissioners,
Thave already indicated in a general way what I consi-
der they should be. As regards the practical manage-
ment and uee of 1he works to be constructed, T think
that their authority should he complete; but as regards
the tolls and rates to e levied, maxima rates. should of

. course be fixed as-now by law, and within those maxima,

rates the Commissioners should fix the rates to be levied,
subject to the sanction of Govérnment, . Assuming as
above that the works arc to be constructed by means of
public money, it is obviotiely right that this power should
he reserved,to Government. . .

T submit thisas a mere outline of arrangements, which,




s o me, may be advantageously substituted for
sting arangement under Act X. of 1866, which
arangement b

proved entirely Snoperative owing to the
admitted inability of the Justices to raize
“ffecting the olyje

money for
sof the Aet. Most of the provisions
of Aot X. of 1866 will probably be found, with very -
little alteration, to be = ceptible of application to the
new Agency now propesed.,

. The essentiil alterations of the law will co
the ereation of a specially sclected body of Commiesion-
ers, instead of, as now, & Commitiee of Justices of the

n providing for the execution of (he necessary

by public-money, and consequently for a fuller

P control by Government in respect of the expenditure to

be inewrred, and the actual construetion of the works to
be undertaken, Tt only vemains (0 say further that, fu
the event of the Government of India’ giving its aseent
toanarmngement of the natire above stated, it will e
n ¥ that special provision should he annually made
for the requisite fungd irrespective altogether of {he
general budget provision allotted out of Revenue for
Public Works General in Bengal. Tt will, T think, alzo
bedesirable that the professional control angd execution of

* the works should be separate from

the General Public Works

> and independent of,
Establishment in Bergal,
From Gt of Tudic to (e, of Benga.

Calenita, 1) 134, Fkbrz/m'_?/, 1868,

¥ directed to aeknorledge - roge;
Noa, 6 and TH dated Tespeetiy
T567, and 1, January 1868, v

Pt oof your letiers
¥ 20th. Deeember
rding e improyement

-for this purpose, and desires me to request {hat [is

9

of ihe Port of Cn\c;luq and the Agency under uf'hiéh
should be earried out, and in reply am to state thal the
Governor General in Council agrees generally in the
views entertained by the Lieutenant-Governor. as to the
conditions to he observed in constituting a fresh agency

Horor will be so good as to cause the nece: ary: Bill to -
be prepared, which, perhaps, His Honor might introduce
1f into the Legislative Council of the Governer G

2. There are oncor two points, however, which ap-
pear to call for remark, and on these Tam to offer the fol-
lowing obscrvations for the consideration of the Licut- -
enant-Governor :— .

- 3. Tirsh, as o the extent of the 1 ponsibility to be
entrusted to the new Commission. Iis Excellency in
Council is in favor of limiting, as far as Dracticable, the
exercise of exceutive functions to the Chairman or
whatever other designation may be scleeted for the head
of the Commission, leaving the ot y
purely consultative functions with respect to the arrange-
ment of the works, the system of management, the
tariff of charges, and any other matters which .the
Government may refer to them, all of which shoulq be
distinetly specified in the Act creating the Comm
His Bxcellency in Couneil i
would be better to abstain from laying down any fixed

pumber of Commissioners; it will suffice if it be specified

that at no time shall there be less than three of them,

the Jocal Government being entrustad with full power to

deterinine the number to he appointed, and the class of

. z .

rubers to o

on.
further of opinion that 3¢

A



i3

the jcommunity (whether official 01 non- Oﬂhl'\]) ﬁom '

which they hall be drawn,

4. In cases wherc the Chairman differs from the rest
of the Commissioners.he should he empowered to ask
for the orders of the local Government before acting,
and the decision of His Ionor the Lieutcnant- Govcmor
should be final and conclusive.”

5. Under (he arrangement now coritemplated it will

be unnecessary to introduce any clauses dealing with the -

property tohe created, as that will now belong to the (Jro-
vernment, and the new Bill need only define the By’ stem
of administrating the property.

6. The Government of India, T am fo add, sce no
objection to the Chairman of the proposed Commission,
or the Engincer under him, being allowed to communi-
cate direet with thie Chief Bngincer and Seerctary in the
Public Works Department of the Government of Dengal.

7. Tam, in conclusion, to suggest that, in framing the
new Bill, it will not be desirable to introduce compul-
sory clauses such as those which formed Nos, 47 to 51 of

Act Xof 1866. It appears to the Governor General in .

Couneil that it will be best to trust o the suceess and con-
venience of the arrangements to induce the shipping to use
lhe;clhcs and other means provided to facilitate the land-
ing and lading of goods. It is not likely that private

compatition will arise to interfere with the action of a-

public body in such a matter; and at all cvents ip
seems better that any legislation in this direction should
be reserved till its necessity is spparent.

8. It is quite possible that, under certain cireum-

it

stances, it might become necessary, for the prescrvation
of order in the Port, to make some rules which might

have some such complexion as these compulsory clavscs.

But the object with which they were introduced into
ihe Act seems to be to create an income, and this whether
the real convenicnce of the ships nceded the new works
or not. The Governor Genéral in Council is willing
to concede the propriety of allowing such works to be
carried out in anticipation of their proving useful to
trade ; but the best way to make the trade pay for
them, if there be a loss at_first, would appear to be to

- put some general duty or tax on the whole commerce

of the Port. The ity may, His Excellency in
Council thinks, legitimately be called upon, as a whole, to
provide the means of construeting works w Il‘ldl shall he
of general utility, and it is no sufficient ground for’
exempting an individual that he personally does not benefit
to the full by the arrangements for wlncll,m common
with ether citizens, he has to pay. :

From Chamber of Commerce to Gout. of Bengal.
Caloutia, the 10th March, 1868.

T am directed by the Committce of the Chamber

* of Commerce to acknowledge the receipt of your lebter

No. 1190,dated the 21st, ultimo,and annexures,ox-the sub-
jech of the improvement 6f the Port of Caleutta, inviting

an ex ion of their opinion on the suggestions .con-

. tained in o letter No. -87C,, dated the 13th. ultimo, from

the Giovernment of Indiato the Public Works: Depart-
ment of the Bengal Government.

2. Reserving that communication for subsequent
notice, the Gommittce first desive to record their perfect
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concurrence in the views taken by His Honor the Licut.

cnatit-Governor as embodied in his minate, dated 2nd
December 1867, with the 'following s]ight’modiIir:ations —
They are of opinion that instead of the Board of
Management, being constituted of ter only, there
should be fificen Commissioners, viz.
Four Government oflieials.
One memher spiecially representing the municipali by,
One to represent the municipality of Howrah ; and
Nine members of the mercantile and” trading com-
wunily. ) . -

3. It will be scen that the five first named Commis- *

sfoners are the same as. His Honor hag himsol( suggested,
and the Committee agree in the details of his scloction H
in-view, however, of the contemplated improvements on
this side of the river having some influence on the
opposite bank, and as in time it may cven be thought desix-
able to extend the facilities for landing and shipping goods
to Howrah, they think that that municipality bﬁould
also he represented.  VWith regard o the representation
of the mercantile and frading community, the Committec
are in favor of the number advoeated for these reasons :—
Ist. Tbmust De odmitted that the merchants of
Caleutta are more directly interested in, and feel
the necessity for the proposed improvements
more than any other hrimch of the general com-
wmunity, and from their daily experience are et
capable of judging as to thenature of the facilitics
“'I}iclx should be adopted for the Janding and
51upp.i1 g of goods, and their protection \v]‘;ifc in

transit from ship to shove,
Znd. Tb must be borne in mind th
Commissioners who ny

it the mercantilo
ay be chosen will probably

13

he gentlemen with large privale interests to look
aftor, and, while willing to devote a portion of
their time to {lic public gdod, especially in the
prosecution of a work from which they are likely
personally to derive considerable bencfit, it can
scarcely be expected that, with the heavy ealls on
their time incident o the nature of their occupa-
tions, they can be so regular in their aftendance
ab the meetings, or give such wundivided consi-
deration {o the subject as may reasonably be
Jooked for from the CGovernment officers. It is,
therefore, expedicnt to provide for a fair represen-
tation of commeree at all sittings of the Board. -
37d. Out of the nine mercantile members suggest-
cd, at least two should be taken from the native
" comiunity.

.4. The other modification of IHis Honor’s minute
which the, Committee of the Chamber propose lias refer-
ence to the mode of appointing the nine non-official Com-
missioners, and they can only confirm the views expressed .
in their letter, dated the 3rd December, 1863, to tho
Officiating Scevetary to  the Government of Bengal,
Public Works Department, of which such portion as the
present Commibtee are prepared to advocate is here intro- .
duced for convenience of reference, with -verbal amend-
ments and omissions to meet the altered intentions of

Hovernment i— .
1. ¢ The power and duty of carying into cffect

the provisions of any Act that may be passed for

the purposes of the improvement of the Port
should be vested in, and performed by, a Body

of Commissicners consisting of filteen  (15)
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members, to be styled « The Commiissioncis Jor
the improvsment of the Port of Caleutla,”

‘O the siid fifteen (15) members four (#)
should be nominated by Government

15

cancies occasioned by death, Tcwign:}tfon, or :u\y.
other cause, filled up immudm(c}y in the :mmeﬁ:
adopted by the Chamber under lile cncmvn.s an‘ce;:

<If any Commissioner, <o clected, shall be di

8 represent- " rectly or indirectly interested or cqnccl;ncd '|{\
ing its interests, as is done in the case of the any contrack or work or oflico of the Ct'!fll?“*;
“ Clyde Navigation Truzt, ” in the Tingincering, :,i(;ncrs‘, he shall cease to he  Commissioner, and
Marine, and. Customs’ Departnents ; two (2) hit office thercupon hecome vacant. .
should represent the municipalities of Caleutta ¢, ¢ The Commisgioncrs should he :mLho}‘mcﬂ hx')
and Howrah ; and nine (9 #hould he represent- appoint Committees of L]‘c:ir 1\\1!:31.'01' \\'}Ul f"Cr‘
atives of the mercantile and shipping interests of ! powers and under such instructions, dn-ccuox?“v,
Caleutta, clected by the Chamber of Cmnmcrcz, : and limitations, as may appear to” the Commis-
but from the mercantile and shipping intc\v-csl.%. g sioners expedient.
generally, and nob necessa from the members 7. ¢The Commissioners should have the power to
of the Chamber only ; the Commitics ghink 1

may fairly be considered that the mereant

le and
shipping cla

have a greater interest than any
obhers in the improvement of the Povt of Caleuta, 5

determine, from time to time, subject to the ap-
proval of Government, what port ducs shall be
eet of all v

Jevied on and jn xcs,

B or using the river, and what vates zhall e lo-vicd
and they, there Propose that a majority of I on all goods shipped or \n‘.?hipp(‘.d in the river,
members of the Boayd should be clhosen from } or placed or stored in sheds] and \vakxchouscs bu-.
them. ! longing 10 the Commissioners,-and for the use of

8. “There.shonld b o chaivman and deputy-chair- i wharves, crancs, slages, and other works co-
narc of bhe Commmissioncrs, who shoutd i, clected | structed for the convenience of the trade of tic
on the principle adopted in i clection of gl i port.’ :
ciinirman and - deputy-chaiman of (o Justices f I Glover: 3
of Culentia, viz., that e former shal] g appoint- i 5. Inanswer to “’CvWciLI'{’:L:,]]T;O,(,JOI‘ f;,‘,"}{,f‘;ﬁﬂ
edby the Goverment of Bengal, ang 1. laiter . Indin to which you have AT dissont from he ud,
by the Commissi(;ucla—vs,“‘.,jcgp W the approval i 1o say tha,(, trhf] ct(n::‘\;tluno:l:;:j“\’ in'\’vhich g e
of the Licutenant-Governor, : { D e e o I WELIE 6 slatod
Chamber of Comnmexco shall be electad in gl { “as far as practicable, L.]w eeret Al . ‘cinbcrs to exor
mmmer wsually observed i 1y clection of j(g | “to the Chairman, leaving the other my 2
own oflice-hearerg s th

at they shall go gyt op oflice
annually, Lut, he cligible

i fons with respect to the mrange-
“purely consultative functions with respeet to the arang
or ye-clectioy ; 4

d v~
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“ment of the works, the system of management, the tarif
“of charges, and any other matiers which the Government
“may vefer to {hem;”

6. Were thig principle adopted, the effect would be to
render the Commissioners, other than the Chairman,
practieally without power in the administes ion of the
port improvements,  The Commiitee consider-it would
e difficult to induce independent members of the com-
mereial community to put. themsolves insuch a position,
and helieve that if Tis Excellency’s suggestion were car-
ried out they would prefer to leave the Commission for
the improvement of the yiver bank  entirely in the hands
of Government rather than assume a responsibility -
from 2 nominal control over the d m . of -affairs,
while, in reality, having no voice.in determining the
action to be taken,

7. From the concurre
ideas of Tis Honor the
inferred that the Committee of the Chamber do not,
With para, 6 of- the letter from the Government of India.
In order to oblain » Prompt and steady prosecuiion of the
\\'01:1\'5 for the improvement, cf the port, it seems to them
desirablo {hat a special grant should ho made each year
for {his Purpose, “quite distinet fyom tho estimate f’or
Public Worlks General in Bengal, and thatthe excentive

y independent, so g5 to avoid the
casioned by placing
ent with already a

nee expressed generally in the

agree

Poshibility of delay wwhih might e o
it under the supervision of a Depayim,
vast amount of woik {0 attend to,

S With reforonce to poy
coincide in the opinion of His

T &8, the Committee
xcc]l_eucy in Couneil, feel-

Limll-enm]ﬁ-Gnvr_m or, it may he -

{
H
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ing confident that, so faras ships are eonvemed', ‘»t}he
expedition and advantages which the wharves and jetties
would offer for landing and shipping goods are so appa~
rent as to render pulsory legislati B to
ensuro their being used.

9. In{he case of boals and inland country vessels it
wight, perhaps, be advisable. to adhere to the compulsory
clauses provided in Sections 49 to 51 of the presen'(: Act,
as soon as-the proposed accommodation referred to in the
concluding paragraph of your letter under nckno\vledgf-,
ment has been effected, for it does not appear'so cerbaii
1o the Committee that the owners of up-country Y{o:}t&
“would otherwise have recourse to. the advantages coh-
structed for their convenience and despateh if they hiad to

pay for, using the same.

10. Tt would he manifestly unfair to levy a tax on
tonnage and merehandise in anticipation of improvements,
and it scems proper to the Committec of the Clmmber‘
{that the interest on the Joan from Government should bo
added (o the principal until such time as the proposed
works are either compleled or sufficiently advanced to
accommodate the shipping which visits tl{c porb; a
generaltax should then be imposed on all ships,. as well as .
upon their inward and outward cargoces ; meantime, as the
works progress and are used by vessels and cargo, (as. they
undoubtedly will be) a similar levy might he laid on ships
and merchandise availing of the jeltics or other facilitics
afforded,

11 The effect of the foregoing suggestion would uin-
doubtedly be to increase eventually the rate of taxation

~which will have to be levied to pay interest on the loan,

¢
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eurrent oxpences for keeping the works in repair, and the
creation of a sinking fand to liquidate the debb; but it
may be confidently asserled that a higher tax will be far
more cheerfully paid by the mercantile community when
deriving actual benefit from the improved facilities of the
viver bank, than in antieipation of sucharesult, Tt can be
readily understood that a generaltax on ships and com-
meree, if imposedat once, would he highly onerous and
objectionable {0 shipowners, merchants, and others, who
are suffering from existing evils; as it ismol only possible,
Jut highly probable, that Dy the time the works arc ac-
complished the interest many of them now possess in the
port will have -ceased, and they- would, therefore, he
paying for henefits which, while of immense advantage
to their successors, confer none whatever on themselves,

The New Postal Service.
The half-year under review has been marked
= by the establishment of more regular and fro-
quent postal communication with England, a
desiderabum ‘which g dong been fcltbby ,tlle
merchants of hotl countries. - In November last
the Home Government, completed a contract with
the Peninsular ang Oriental Steam ‘Navig:tti(ﬁ
. Comp&ny whick included the conveyance of a
}\’eckly mail (o and from Bombay, and which, it
35 believed, would have given bt

but for the vor low rate ced agy
a letler t»hcrebyytaking L23 ':lfa;PWd sgreed to,—

s 1 bansit beween
Bombay and London—ang )¢ length of time {30

general satisfaction -
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contract extends over with conditions . so in-
adequate to the large subsidy paid.

A telegram from London, dated the 21st No-
vember, informing the public that the day fixed
for ¢he despateh of the weekly mails was Friday,
caused considerablo dissatisfaction to the com-
munity of this city, as, supposing the mes-
sage 1o have reference to their departure from
Bombay, it would necossitate the Caleutta mails
being closed on  Sundays.  Your Commitﬁcc,
accordingly, lost no time in pointing out to "the
Director General of the Post Office of ' India the
great inconvenience of such an arrangement, and
expressed their carnest desire thab both "{he Sa-
turday hall-holiday and Sunday shonld. not be
interfered with. Subsequent arrangements were
made by which the Caleutta mail closed on Mon-
dajs s and the difieulty merchants experienced
in‘dispnsing of their correspondence in one day
having been further represented to Mr. Monteath,
that gentleman has since organizod an “ Txpross”
closing on Tuesday.

The following is the  principal correspondenco
on the subject :— N

Lrom Chamber of Commneree to Director General
of the Post Office of India.
Caleutta, (he 3rd-December, 1867.

A date telegram, dated 21sb ultimo from London, in-
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formed the public that * the new contract: for ‘the con-

veyance of the Indian mails includes the despateh of a.

Bombay mail every Friday.”

The wording of this message has given rise to sundry
conjectures as to whether the arrangoment bas reference
to the outward or homeward mail, oi to both: and- the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direet me to
request you will do them the favor to state if any absolute
understanding exists in this respect,

The great inconvenicnce which the commercial com-
munity of this city would experience by the homeward
mail leaving Bombay on Tridays—necessitating as it
would the desp:t(:c)i of the Calg\xtbﬂ mail on Sundays,
atallevents until the railway communication between the
two places is complete—nced only be indicated by the
Committee to ensure the ready exercise of your influence
in obtaining a more convenicnt and fitting day for the
closing of the weekly mail, should their surmise, with
regard to the pending amangement for the Bombay home-
ward service, prove correct, N

Lrom Diveclor General of ihe Posi Oﬁcaqf India
to Chamber of Commerce.
Calcutia; the 4th, December, 1367,

I have the honor to acknowledge the reeeipt of your
commuvication dated the $id jnstan,

> and to state in re-
ply that Thave received as yeb no information which
would enable me to say positively wliether the telegram*
#%Tho new contenct for the ql\\obcd in your letter refers to
swconvesaneo of the Indian mails  the day fix r arture
“inludes e despuigh of 5, 10 40y fixed for the departure
¢ Bowbay mail every Thiday. " Of the weekly mail from London
- or from Bonibay, '
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2. Idonot, however, think thal, the day of deparbure
from Dombay would. be fixed without a preliminary re-
{erence to this country : and the fact that the adoption of
Triday asthe Bombay date would, in the present state of
postf\{ communication, make Sunday the day for 'thc
dcpnrl.url: of the Caleubta mail renders it, in my opinion,
all the more improbable that the telegraum in question
refers to the day on which Uic mail is intended to leave
Bombay. : L
3. Thave addressed the Covernment of India on the
subject. .

Itrom Chamber /3/00;3277107‘Cﬁ to, Personal Assis-
fant to the Director General of thé Post
Office of Iudia. .
- Caleutla, the 30th December, 1867,

I annex for your information an extract from alepter

just received from the Superintendent of the P. & O. Com-
pany, and will be muoh -obliged by your replying, if in
your po\\'(;r, to the following questions :— .

Will the mail intended to leave Bombay every Saturday
be closed there in the morning or eyening of that day 2

On what week day and ab what hour will the same
mails be closed in Caleutta ?

Will the express mail be continued under the new ar-
rangement, or will the entire mail close on one day ?
ang 3

“ By themaid just arvived T Tiase reseived defnite advice thal e
departures wnder the new il contiact aill commence from this pert

on Wedncsday, the 19th February, and jrom Bombay on Saturddy,
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e 20U Pevucry. - From and including thove dates, the 5

stecmers will
feawe Culewtta every dlternole Wedncsdag, and. Bowbay every .
turday.” . :

- Trom Post Master General, Bengal, to Personal As-

sistant to the Direclor General o the Post Qffice of
India. ’

Culeutta, the 31s¢ December, 1867,

Tn reply to your docket, No. 3203
requesting information on certai
the thail arrangements under ¢
Peninsular and Oriental CGompany, T have the honor to
inform you that the only intimation on the subjeet whicl
has as yet heen received by me isfrom a lefter from the

General Post Office, in which it is merely stated that,
commencing in Felr

; uary next, mails for England will he
made up ab Bombay on a fixed day in every weck,

of yestorday’s date,
n points conriccted with
e new contract with the

By a Time Table, forwarded with the above lelter, T
observe that Saturday -is the day entered, and 19 A
the time for the departure of {he mai] steamer froin Bom-
]m:\*. Under that arrangement the mails for {1, steamer
will have to be closed in Caleutta on the Satarday, T
have heard nothing of the discontinuanee of “the ex; ;1-053'
mail 1\1!('{D1"“|0 new arcangement, whiclh will cunti;lixc ’lo
he elosed as usual o day laler, oron tho Monday,

Saburday bei ng

avery inconveniont oy for 5
pateh of the mail o e

steamer from Bombay g0 far as Cal-

1 hopes' that i may  yet ho
> Which il suit ug much betier,
tsto gel, the bulk of (i IcLLcrs>

cuttais concerned, T am in
changed to Thursday,
enabling owr merehan
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despatehed on Friday, and the residuc of their more im-
portant correspondence on the Saturday.

The new, arrangements donob come into. force until
the 29th February, before which timc,I‘tmst, the (14ay
may be altered, of which I will give’ you duc notice
immediately I receive the same.

From Chamber of Commerce to Post Musler
General of Bengal.
Cdoutta, the 27th February, 1868.
Tuesday’s issue of the ¢ Englishinan,” gave publicity to
a communication from the Financial Seerctary to the Go-
vernmeirt of India to the address of Messvs. Jardine, Skin-

nerand Co., stating that His Excellency the Goverior
General in Council had authorized the detention of the

mail steamer ab Bombay from 10 A. 3t cvery Saturday -

until 5 .1, of that day, and that the mail will close in
‘Caleutta on the afternoon of every Monday until further
notice.

No official intimation of this changehas heen received
Dy the Chamber of Commerce from the Post Office, t‘,lm
last notice, bearing datc the 18th instant, being to the effect
that «“no alteration will tale place in the dates for (1cs]mt.cll-
ing the homeward mails,” and the authorized postal notices
published in the newspapers this morning inform the
public that the next overland mail will be closed here on
Sunday, Ist proximo, and the Express on Monday.”

As the question is one particularly aflecting the merean-
tile community, and as you have doubtless communicated
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with Government on the saliject, Tam dirceted to request
you will favor the Committee of the Chamber by acquaint=
ing them atyour earlicst possible “convenience which of
the two days has heen definitely settledfor the closing of:
the neit homeward mail, and what fufure arrangéments
in this respect are’contem plated. ’

Lrom Post Master. General to Chaniber
of Commerce.

Calevtta, the 271 vFeZ)I'IL(U'j}, 18G8.
" In 1'ci)]y Lo your Ietter of this day’s date, T

y ave the honor
to inform you ¢

ab Thave as yet received 1o official in-
timation from the Government of Indi;
the date of despatels from Cale
Bombay,

ia of the change in
ubta of the overland mail to,

However, seein.

g the communication in the daily papers
alluded to in your

letter, I have directed the Post Master
to alter the previous noice, and to notify for general infor-
mation that Monday will he the latest safe date for Ietters
and papers to England vig Southampton and Marscilles,

There will be no Ex

Press packet, as letters of g ]
date cannot by any - p

ossibility
stances reagh Bowmbay Defore
steamer.

ater
under existing cireum-
Sunday, "too Jage for the

Tt is understood that an extra allowance of four
days has been granted to the P. and 0, Compan
for the passage of theiy steamers Detweey, B:)m):
bay and Suez during the south-west monsoon,
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and, therefore, from the 7th May to the Z0th
October, the Caleutta mail days will be Thusday
and Friday in each week. When the railway com-
munication belween the two presidencies is  com-
pleted, another change will necessarily result.

EIncreased rates of Postage on Overland letters.

The following representation addressed by yoar
Cominitiee to the Right Hlonorable Sir Stafford
Northeote, condemning the retrograde expedient
which has been resorted to for the purpose of
rendering the Indian lines of communication with
England Rc]‘f»fupportin g, needs but little intro-
ductory comment. Despite the persistent oppo-
sition of the Viceroy in Council, the unanswei-
able argiments of the postal authoritics of this
Empire, and the voice of public opinion, the Se-
cretary of ‘State for India yielded his assent to o
proposal by which an additional and unnecessary
impost of 30 per cent. is levied on correspondence
proviously paying at all events sufficiently heavy
rales for conveyance, -

Copies - of this memorial have been forwarded
to the principal Chambers of Commerce in Eng-
land, and your Committee anticipate their cordial

support in endeavouring to procure the annul-

ment of this most impolitic taxation.. A late
telegram from London states that Sir Stafford
D
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Northeote had consented to receive a deputation
of the Tast ‘Tndia Association on the subject ;
and it is sincerely to be: hoped that suffi-
cient influence may he brought to bear to induce
the Home Government to re-consider its action,
and to provide for any deficit exhibited in the
working of the Indian postal service from other
resources of the State. )

From Chamber of Commerce to Her Magesty's
Secrctary of State for India,
- Caloutta, the 14th April, 1868.

The establishient of o weekly mail servico bebween
this country and England has been Justly regarded by
all clusses and communities in India as an ‘important
step towards the develop of political, commercial,
and social interests, and ‘has accordingly been hailed
with universal satisfackion : but the vecent action of
the Home Government in sanctioning so” considerable
an addition to ihe rates of poste] communication will, it is
feared, sexiously” neutralize the advantages anticipated
from these increased relations Vetween the United King-
dom and its lagest and most valuahle dependency. N

2. Hitherto the Committee of the Chamber of Com-

meree bave refrained from giving expression to the -

opinions they entertain with vespeet to this prejudicial

_Policy, opposed as it is to the most cenlightened principles

of national proguess, being desivois before recording their
protest. of investigating to what extent the course adopted

is borne out by the statisties upon which 5o dispropor.
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tionats an inerease has been advocated ; and the oppor-

“tunity of reviewing them has only recently preseuted
-itself.

8. Although far from agrecing in the expediency -of
regarding the question from an entively fiscal poiut of
view, the right of thus dealing with it may, perhaps, be
conceded to the officials of the Post Office Department ;
but after a patient examination of the details which
would appear to fornt the hasis of their calculations, the
Committee of the Chamber cannot admit that any sutficient
necessity for raising the rates of postage has heen exhi-
bited,

4. The cstimate which was framed in November last
by the Secretary to the General Post Office, shewing the
amounts to be contributed by the respective Governments
and Colonies towards the cost of maintaining the various
Tines of Bastern communication, requires the Indian Go-
vermment, after being credited with the value of the sea
pu;tngé, tomake good a deficit of £54,271, which sum in-
cludes a proportion of the cost of the line hetween

Galle and China . o £4,912
Bombay and Galle. ... * e 7,212
and between Galle and Caleutta ... . 12,206

This total amount of £24,420
the Committee contend cannot with justice be imposed on
the revenues of the Empire ;.and the Indian public are
not sufficiently interested in the maintenance of these
lines to make them consent to their correspondence with
the mother-country being taxed at a higher rate for that
purpose. ’
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5. The Committce obscrve from {he des
lished in the Blue Book on  India Communications” that,
the Government of India felt it difficult to iwndersiand

Y why any subsidy should be yivento stcamers run-
ing between Galle and Caleutta ; and Mr. Riddell, in his
letter dated 220d February, 1867, pointed out how en-
tirely independent Tndia was of imperial contract lines to
Galle, or from Galle to China, There is obviously, there-
{fore, room for considerable reduction in the amount which
it is intended to charge the Indian exchequer; bul, what-
ever may be the yiew talken Dy the Home Government on
this point, the Committee feel sure that no reason can he

- shewn why swms which India may be made to pay for

postal communications with Galle and China should he

permitted to swell the charge of the European mail service,
and thus form a pretext

for increased taxation on Indian
correspondence, .

6. Such an anomalous arrangement cauuotiwossil»]y
be justified, and cannot he too emphatically condemned ;
and the Committee of the ¢

dorse most, fully the opinion expressed tyo
the late Dircelor-General of the Post, Offi
If o any ground of imperial policy it is considered ;ri(/M
10 charge upon the rerenics of India o portion of the sub-
sidics paid o Britisl, mail stedmers cmployed between,
Australia, . Ching,- Ceylon and Suez, T submit that i
oharge should be ¢ distinet one, and not be alowed lo inter-

Jerewith {he Amprovement of the postal commumnication
between, Great Brilain and Indig,

7. Leaving this question for further subsequent notice,

solicit your Honoys attention

the Committee respectfully

atches pub-

le Chamber of Commerce en-

LU —"

while they endeavour to determine what s the aclual (11:-
ficib on the interchange of correspondence hebween India
and England, their caleulations heing ]mse'd' on the sL?tc-
ments published by the Post Office authm'ltlvcs of London.

8. The entire - cost of maintaining the lines of com-
munication hetween the United Kingdom and Alexandria
is estimated ab e £115,524

From this aggregate must be deducted

the amount chargeable

- to. Ceylon o 1,730

5 Mawritius 1,250
and ,, Chinaand Japan ... 4,677 7,657
Teaving a halance of £107,867

Of this sum the Imperial Government,
pays onaccount of Egyplian and other .
mails unconneeted with India £33,339

leaving the total cost for conveying the —_

Indian mails on the Mediterrancan side ab  £74,528
The proportion of the subsidy allotted

for'the weekly line hetween Suez and

Bombay, (which is entirely for the In-

dian service) is co £94,106

or a total cost for the transit of the mails

cast and. west of Suez of v £168,634
To this may be added for incidental

v
expenses . 7,000

making the-entire expenditure .
In March 1866 (the Tatest statistics
available) the sea postage derived from
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the Tndia and China line of packets was
cstimated ab £137,700 per anmum, of

which about 103,700
5,7

" was received from India, and the halance
(£32,000) from.China and Japan,
Assuming these figures, founded on the
contract expenses of the new weekly, and
the income of the old fortnightly servicos
tohe approximately corrcel, the deficit -
on the working of the entive Indian
postal - service, divisible Detween hotl
Governments, may he asseseed at, o £69,081
or, in round numbers, at £70,000. :;"

9. Regarding ihis amount as'a
sake of argument, the Committoe
all deference submit—thag it 5 u
the Post Office should pay :
inter-communication cond

standing loss for the
of the Chamber with
v nreasonablé to suppose
lt: ol\m expenses in a long sca
ucted rapi

system :—that the henefits d’mi\?c‘:l f»ilamd
from the enormous business e
countries can scareely be ove
':]|c|'cfm'c, fairly be discharoed by other 1
State admivistration : and fuxther—thag £
dered to Government, by ly

and regular a
ation af large
tranzacted between he two

ed, and (hi :

s balance may,
‘anches of the
he

| cr—that ce ren-
e lovern he postal sieamers is-of areat
’ ) f, and post letters have no right to hear the on L"
expense of maintaini iliari it By ny
iml oot maintaining auxiliavies whiclh contribute j o
portant s 3 g of
¥ P nba manner to the defence and well-being 6 "
ndian Empire, . e ol the

While it has heen thought, proper,

. a .
Justice, to concede the privilege to sold; nd with pey.

ers of sending

" of this communicatior
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their lebters for onc penny, it is diflicult to understand
why the excess cost is nob debited to Military expenditure
instead of being mel by a direel tax on' the lebter-writing
public.  Sir Charles Wood ably pointed oub that at the
present day there are classes in India, nol private sohh‘mg
1o whom the increase of the vate of poslage belween the 1w
cownlrics would be not only a hardship, bul « posilive
hindrance to their progress ; and surely these clagies have
an equal claim to consideration-with the other subjects of
Her Majesty.

11. It has been contended by many that the Post
Oftice ought not to be regarded as asource of rcvenue;
whether with reason, or othery s beside the purpose
but it mist be admitted that every
Totter despatched from India will probably result in three
or four others being writlen,—as, for instance, the home
branch of a mereantile firm necessarily corresponds with

. is clients on receipt of foreign advices—thereby yielding

alarge increase of inland postage to the State ; and aceord-
ingly the Committee hold that the surplus shewn on the
working of the Post Oflico might in equity be made con-
tributory to any loss aceruing on conveyanee of the mails

by sca.

© 12, Thus far the arguments have been on the hypo-
{hesis . that no corresponding fiscal advantages will be
derived from the increased facilities afforded by the new
weekly service ; but the Commitiee entertain no doubt
whatever that the new weekly. line ihrough Bombay
would shortly have beeome self-supporting at wnaliered
rales of postage, and they believe they ave well within
bounds in estimating immediate “additional veceipts-of ab
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Teast one-third, or to £140,000, taking the sea postage
realized bwo years ago at £105,700 sand at a further an-
nual acecssion of 5 per cent. he assumed deficit would be
entirely, absorbed. in aboui Jive years. Ina period of seven
years, from 1860-67, the sum credited to England for seq
British inland, and forcign postage collected in India was
doubled, and with this fact before them the Committee
fecl satisficd they have drawn a moderate conclusion,

13, With the imposition of the present scale, however,
nosuch resull can he anticipated ; and,
doubtful if the amount realized by
willat all increase the Present rev
tendency will he.
letters exchange

, indeed, it'is very
the additional postage
venue of the line, as the

d Detween the two countrics,” If {he
financial prospect of the new service is cousidered un-
“fav it self-supporting fiom
its initiation cssential, the Committee Delieve tliat such
" object inight be attained with far greater DProbability by
adopting the recommendation of the Tndian postal an-
thorities, viz:—1o reduce the weight of leticrs by one-lalf,
07 10 & quarter ounce, and (0 present postage to siv anngs,
Atallevents this step would have been attended with Ioss
» dissatisfaction, while the principle wonlq have been theore-
tically and practically unaseni
Wwith that cnlightened and sue
thirty years g0, which m;
eminent in the

able, and an attempt to render

lable, and in aceord,
cessu]
ade the n;
history of the world’

ance
1 policy, inangurated
e of Rowlanq Iyj))
S progress,

14, Ha\'i‘ng presumed to g
your IHonor's' attention,
Chambier of Commencg
press their sincere

c5pass al such lengtly o
the Commitice of the B
illonly further
and carnes|, Tope th:

engal
venlure to ox.

ab you may see fi(

to decrease considerably the number of |
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0 oxert your powerful influence in procuring the nhoh-f
;ion‘ of this most inequitable enhancement in the rates ?
Indian postage, from the deterrent influence 'nnd qu](»
ship of which it is expedient that the Empire and the
public should be speedily relieved.

Lrom Govt. of Tndia to Chamber of Commerce.
Calcutla, the 30th April, 1868.

In reply to your letter of the 14th April, 1868, fhle
Private Sceretary to the Viceroy and Gm’crnurl Geumln N
submitting a representation by the Chamber of Commerce
against the recent increase of the rates of 1)0&‘!;{;0101;
correspondence hetween this country and the lm-cn
Kingdom, I am directed to state that the rcpreacn(“\hvou
has been forwarded to the Seerctary of State for India.

Felegraphic Communication with England.

In January last your Commitiee f’or\\':uided to
is Bxcellency, the Viceroy in Council, the
appended memorial, signed by 140 merclmnl? and
bankers, &e., of Calcutta, in favor of g'\'nntnfg a
guaranteed intorest of 5 per cent. on the required
:npiLaI of a Company to be formed for L]le‘purposc
of providing a line of direct to]egmphfc com-
munication with England.

The instability of Joint Stock Companies during
late yecars resulted in such a gcnerfd \v:mlt of
public confidence that it was found impossible

. B
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for the Anglo-Tndian Telegraph Company,—
started under the very Dest auspices, with the
object of establishing under one control and ma-

nagement in London o direct and thoroughly effec- -

tive line of Telegraph, vid Lgypt and Aden, lo
Tndia—to raise the necessary capital for car-
1ying out their undertaking, unless with the aid
of a guarantee. ’

This the HHome Government is unwilling- to
gr'nnt,_ looking to the fact that the country has
still to pay annwally £36,000 , in the shape of in-

terest on the capital unsuccessfully expended ten

years ago in an atiempt to lay the Red Sea cable,
and hesitates to risk another failure 5 of that, how-
ever, there would be but little probability, as diffi-

culties which in those days existed in ocean tele- -

graphy have since become accomplished facts
and projectors can now call to' their assistance ali
the practical experience gained in the manufacture
and laying down of the Atlantic cables.

The recent, interruption in the present line of
communication makes the want which has been
50 frequently complained of

e by the mercantile
community the more apparent, and your Commi(-

1.913 have great Lopes that ere long it will be sup-
plied.  The question has heen taken'up in earnest
at home, and on the 2314 Mar

: ch an influential
neeting was held in London, at whicl, a standing

:
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Committee of members of Parliament, and others
representing various Eastern interests, was formed

_ «for the purpose of collecting and supplying such

¢ further information as may he necessary or avail-
“able on the subject of Bastern telegraphic
“ communication ; and of arranging and carrying
“into effect such action as may be deemed advis-
“able for the purpose of bringing this subject
“Defore Government and the House of Commons.”

The Memorial of the undersigned Members of the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Merchants antd
Banlers of Caleutta, and others.

Suewery,—That yowr Memorialists are extensively
engaged in the trade of the port of Calcutta, and deeply
interested in all matbers affecting the commercial welfare
of British India.

2. That, in order to pmméte the progress and pros-
perity of the commerce of British India, and encourage
the extention and improvement of internal traffic, it is
expedient that the enterprise and industry of your Me-
morialists should reccive such assistance and support as
your Excellency can give.

3. That, in view of the great and increasing commer-
cial relations subsisting between India and Greab Britain,
it is of tho highest importance to the interests of your
Memorialists that speedy and regular telegraphic commu-
nication should be maintained hebween the two countries.

4. Thab your Memorialists have grave cause of com-
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. iffieultics in 1ais-
0 . . . I . . saaranteed interest, the diffienltics in v
plaint as to the manner in which the ex ting telegraphic ihe shape of a glmmmfdf 'xhl‘ cannot he overcome.
. s N roquis capiial € .
service hetween the two countries is earried out, X ing the required amount o cap!
3 N P - cpediency of
Ist. As to the length of time occupied in the b S Mhat; on political grounds alone, thes}xpcduﬁx;cﬁnd
1 ission of and the t in- ! oo in by such reliable, rapid, a
terruptions that ocowr on the line { canneating Iingland and Indic b)t ation  is 111'oiniuen'tly
'L S lat " he CS. 1 nica) &
’ slegraphic  commu
2nd. - As to the imperfect and oeeasionally uninitel- "0“‘;0111(;] {L:w :mlnli of the past.
ligible manner in which moessages are transmit- marked by X
S ° salists learn  throush advices
ted ; and 9. . That, your Memorialists e ing o guorantee
o . PR - . e [ orn @ a guar
3rd. As to the irrogular ordér in which messages from Tngland that the question of granting w%iu this
N s . - = i i T pProm iy
are received in India, those of o later date being of & per cent. on the required capital for t'p( N (5{,}‘ .
. . - o the Govern-
constantly delivered some days befove others of project has heen referred for setblement
an carlier date, ment of Tndia by the Home Government.
) » i . L rofore, mosb vespeet-
5. That these delays, orrors, and irregularities ave 10. That your Memorialists, therefore, to support in
2, s, k " r Tox o
most delaimental to the interosts of commerce, and com- fully but strongly urge yowr L,\rcllencyll By inlnrl India
. N . ; D 80 as will b .
parabively neutralize the hencfits which the country {he manner indicated such a suhc‘mc as v . 1(i‘(’m with
would otherwise derive, . £ into uninterrupted and more diveck con'f)m]m'lc. e
; Tngland, such, for instance, as that detailed in ) ! tho
That, in {1 i iali i B T Anolo-Indian Tolegraph ~ Company,
6. hat, in tho helief of your Memorialists, these in- pectus of the Ang]
terraptions and eonfused transmissions are principally ate

tributable to the faet that aconsiderable portion of the line
passes through Trkey and Persia, and is altogether out,
of Bnglish jurisdiction, and {that the wires are under
chm'g(} of native clerks, unacquainted with the English
language, and conscquently unsuited for the dubics with
which they ate entrusted,

7. That your Memorialists understand’ it has Deen
rroposed o establish . s nw direet, lin of offective tele-
graphic communication hefween London and India,
Egypt and Aden, by sub-marine cable to Bombay, and
thence by land-wives

along the line of nailway to
Caleutta ; but that, failing the support, of Government in

vil

advantages of which are :— .
156, That the proposed line would be under one
management and control. ) )
ond. That it would be worked exclusively by an
Tonglish stafl. -
3rd, D’J‘lnt the {ransmission of messages 1by tl::
N 2 : ross "
route indicated would occupy less time than
present, "
octed line would
. That the projected line wou 1 °
“]ll'rccl availed of than that existing, :\nd,‘ in con:
. mossames would b transmitted ab

De far, more

sequence,
cheaper rates.
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1. The vational as well as commereial importance o
these advantages is such, your Memoris
submit, as to call for 1 Y
hands, and in affording the pecuniary assistance required
the Government would, in he opinion of your Memoria-
Tists, be undertaking only a nomingl risk.

tat your Excellency’s

12, Your Mcmoria]ists, therefore,
to express their hopes that, having
nitude of the interests, political, commercial, and social, .
involved in the conncction hetween this country and

Ingland, your Exccllency may see fit to grant the con-
cession advocated. )

venture respecifully
due regard to the mag-

And your Memorialists will ever pray,

From Governmeny of Indic o the MMemb
Chamber of Commerce, the Bu
chants of Culenta,

ers of the
nkers and Jfer-

Celeutla, the 10¢h Fcbrum'y, 1868.
l]:}ving Taid hefore the V; iceroy your memorial of the
4th dltimo, regarding the establishment, of a sccond line
of Electric Telegraph hetween England anq India vig the
Red Sea, T am instrueted to inforn you that,
tant subject has received, and stil] jg receivi
xeellency in Council ; anq th:
ja ab a des-
pateh on the general hearing of g0 whole matter, go.
g_rcL]mr)\\‘xth 2 copy of your memopin] under acknowlede-
ment, has heen ransinitted o Iyop Majestys § c
E ajesty’s ceretary
of Btate for India, T Bty

this - jmpoy-

sts respectfully ©

e ——
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i for
of Weights and IMeasures
Fhe proposed SYStg:‘litish India.

At the request of the Government of India,
'\s:mrrated in last report, two members oé ])J'ou\
Committee were deputed to represent the } T;:e

issi inted to revise

- on the Commission appointec o 1 .
Z)c(;sting Weights and Measures in bn'mh Ilndm,
i i tion of an universal sys-
in view to the mtrodu‘c unive s
tem to he selected ratlier on account of its pwf
tical convenience for adoption in  the Empire
generally than for its superiority of theory.
g

Colonel Strachey, the Presi(;eubrof tte uic‘:l:;
si vocated the Irenc etu
ission, strongly ud\oc.x' t ¢ ric
1s“‘lstem)wit.h rzzr(.a,in modifications, being of oIl)'mI
ign that the assimilation of the Eng.lm
Weights and Measures, to those of I“mnc.e .ls' a
mere question of time ; and your represental.l; ez
Delieving it to be the most complete and t}iexfcct
N i i looking to the fact

resent in existence, and lo :
a:‘ iptlsez;:;ost universal adoption in Turope, sup-
of its o
ported his views.

i he majority of the
Afterwards, finding that t] j e
Committee were in favor of a reform bas »
i : 'CS, Qs
the present English Weights ~and Me.niumI ) .
i o iroduced
and easily introdu
e accepmblef“;’ d?'t for \vyhosu Denefit
y tives of India, B
among the nal s 10 ot
mﬂm; than for any commercial reasons the C
Ia ] it )
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mission had been appointed, Mossrs. Graham and |

Apear withdrew their objections, and signed the
Report of which the following is a summary :—

 The Committee, after taking such cvidence as wag
available, and consid’cring the history of the question
in England, and the e\;idence talen hefore the secleet,
Committees on Decimal Coinage and on Weights
Dleasures, were of opinion that there is n
of the French metric system being
reasonable period, if ever,”

and
0 probability

¢ On the ground, therefore,

litic to link India with a Tor
her from  England as regards her Weights and Measures,
and that sucha step would abandon all that
heen done to familiarise the natives of Tndi
Lnglish system, the Commitice decided that the reform
should be based on the assimilation of Tndian . Weights
and Measures with those of Eng
those of France.”

that it would be impo-

as. yeb
a with the

land in preforeuce o

“ They recommend the iy

Mroduction of the following
standar

Tor length—the yavd, cubit, foot, and ineh,
For aren—the acre 3 but only in Covernmeng trans-
actions,

Tor weight—tho goer of 2

i pounds, witli Iu'n:u'y divi-
sions down to the fyo hund

lredth and fifty-sixth part
and decimal multiples, the maund heing 50 g 3, {he
double maung oy sobee 100 seors, and Lh:ton 1,000 ;c T3
While binary sub-division j .

S proserved

s most cong-

adopted within any ’

cign State, and dissever °
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;nut to native habit, and, pcl:lmps, more .convcnie]r:.td&)ix:
the gencral transaction of retail trade, decimal sub-di
sion is permitied.”
.“ The tola of 180 grains is ab:md?ned," and the nelw
tola proposed for the Post Office is cquivalent to the
half ounce.”

Tn the event of this scheme being adoptcd: byv
the Government -of India, your 1~eprcscntat1ve?‘
further recommended that “the Secrelary »o‘
State be requested to Dbring chOf'e the IHome
CGovernment the necessity of altering the prcsin.t
English cwt. and ton of 112 and 2,24(?11)5.
respectively to 100 Ibs. and 2,000 Ibs., z}s Wit 10,u1{
this change the new system of Weights and

Measures for Jadie would be of no use to her in

e . . »
her commercial relations with England.

The Merchant Shipping A.cis.

The Government of India having been at}\"iscd
by the Secretary of State that t.hf:E Board of l?:ade‘
has under consideration t}]e vevision of the various
Acts relating to Merchant Shipping, :L'nd will
be ;glad to receive suggestions on the sub‘)ect,. ttthe
opportunity has been afforded («:) your Commi 'e;
of submitting any recomiendations thercon which
they deemed expédient.

As the views of the Chamber regarding the
o ¥
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Indian Shipping Bill had been communicated to -

the Government .of Bengal on thé 25th of Sep-
tember last, they had little of importance to add
to the remarks contained in ‘their letter of that

date ; the following general observations, how-

«.ever, were placed at the disposal of His Honor,
the Licutenant-Governor ;— .

‘Ist.  That whilst acknowledging the greatness
of the attention which has been devoted by the
framers of the various Shipping Acts to the sub-

- jeet maiter, the Committee are -of opinion  that
there is danger lest by over legislation British
merchant ships may be placed at o disadvantage
as compared with those of other nationalities,
through reason of exceptional restrictions from
which others are free. :

* 2nd. That whilst ddvocating perfect freedom
of trade, they think that {here is still much to
Jbe done in the way of reciprocity before British
ships can De considered on an equal footing with
those of other countries,

3rd. That the Labilit
done by their servants is
be reduced. . .

“4th. That the Courts for trying
in cases of casualties are not constitut
ner caleulated to ensure
tice of their decisions, an
factory if juries were co;

y of ship-6wners for acts
excessive, and ought to

shipmasters
ed in a man-
acquiescence in the jus-
d would be more satis-
mposed partly of Captaing

-
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of merchant vessels, and partly of other persons
i 3 afaring life.

having 2 knowledge of sea ] ‘

5!71.o That the light expenses ‘and other local
chaiges of a similar nature should he met from
the revenues of each country, and not he

i ships fr ing its ports.
levied on ships frequenting its por )

6¢h. That the number of cases relating to sea-
men which come hefore the - Police Courls are
disproportionately numerous, and sho'uld form tl{e‘
subject of speeial enquiry with a view to their
abatement.

Cotton Frauds fAct of 1867..

The. following correspoudence regarding thlo 1110-
cessily of imperial legislation to prc"venb ad El te-
ration in cotton is worthy of 'specml &LLL\‘n] 1.011.b
TIn consequence of a rcpreseutaﬁdon' on the CSEI )‘]ﬁe
made by Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie and o,}, ‘m
Government of India addressed the Chau;beli 1dc<
questing” to be informed . “how far E)e 1tn 1-‘
“vidual experience of ils mcmbcx»'s ']Jcm: out, or
« contradicts the statements contained Ll.xcrem,
The Comunitlee, accordingly, addl‘%se'c_l a cu:culur
to the members, soliciting” careful COllsldCl‘;.Lﬁl.Oll of
the c61~1'e51>ondcllcc, and expr ons of opinion—

1st.—As to whether legislative I')TDLGOLIOI‘.
7/ {o the cotbon trade is dosirable or
otherwise.
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2nd.—If desirable, should-it be cxtended
to Caleutta, where shippers have faci-
lities for an examination of the cotion
by their own servants while it is being
pressed, or should the operations of thz
Act be confined to the -up-country dis-

. tuiets ; and ' .

3rd.—Whether the Cotton Frauds Act, as
framed, is sufficiently comprehensive, or
whether any modifications or additions
are necessary to give it due effect,

The replies received were of a contradictory
nature, and shewed that a great variety of ideas
were cntertained which rendered it impossible
for the Committee to oppose or reco

the | . mmend legis-
lation in decided terms, and, at the same time,
s

to represent fairly the views of a laxge number of
ﬁrn}s. Tinally, after a patient study of the
ent‘u‘e evidence hefore them, the annexed answer.

which, it is believed, indicates the opinions of thé

majorily interested, was sent to- Government, :

your Committee, while admitting that unneces-
sy legal interference with trade is obnox-iouh
. fmd should not be resorted to unless CO]TGS‘JOH;’
ing aflv.antages are ensured, pointed out the’ fnmi:
fest injustice to Caleutta merchants of '
the protection of Ty
in Bombay,

a law for
yers and shippers of cotton
1o such measure being in force here

Whether the proposed Bill will e proceeded

S
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with or abandoned is not yet definitely known ;
but an attentive reading of the. original Act in-
troduced in Council makes it apparent that some -
of the clauses ave too stringent ; and it is desirable
ihat your next Commitice should watch closely the
course- which Government may adopt in this
matter.

Trom Govt. of Indic to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, the 13¢h February, 1868.

T am requested by the Governor General in Council to
forward to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce a copy of
a leiter addressed to the Government of India by an
cminent Caleutia firm, Messrs, Gladstone, Wyllic and
Company, on the subject of the Cotton Bill recenily pub-
Tished in the Gazelte of India, as amended by the Select
Commiltec of the Legislative Council. For reasons

- whiclr T proceed to state T am to heg the careful attention
of the Chamber to this communication. — +

"2, The Bombay Cotton Frauds Act No. IX. of 1863,
on which mueh of the amended Bill is modelled, was not
ameasure which originally cmanated from the Local
Txceutive Government of Bombay. It was framed, in-

.iroduced into Local Legislaturc, and conducted through
allits stages by a leading member of the mercantile

‘/'community who had then a seat in the ‘Council of the

Governor for making ‘Laws and Regulations. The Go-
vernor in Council of Bombay acceded, it is believed, to
the measure afler mueh hesitation, and, in forwarding it

to'the then Vieeroy and Governor General for his assent,
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the Bombay Government reeommended it in the wordy
which follow :—¢ Almost all classes, Natives as well as
Touropeans, coneur in the necessiby for some measure of
this kind, and those immediately interested in the irade
Took with the greatest anxiety for the measure as essen-
tal to prevent wholesale adulteration. As to whether

its provisions might not with advantage have been made

more stringent and compreliengive there is considerable *

difference of opinion among the mercantile comunity,

but almost none for at least as much protection to the

Cottén Trade as the Bill is intended to afford.” Itis

known that the late Lovd Elgin, before giving his assent,
« carcfully weighed the general objections to this deserip-

tion of legislati but he idered them
Dy the reasons for this particular measure deri;
special mereantile experience,

ved from

3. In the course of three years from the coming into
operation of the Cotton Frauds Act, much official evi-
/dence as to its working was received by the Government.
of Bombay, and by it submitted to the Government of
Tndia.  The effect of this evidenco may he considered as
summed up in a passage of a Despateh from the Seere-
tary of State for India addressed to the Goves
Couneil of Bombay, and dated Se
It appears to me there is

THOYT In
plember 14th, 1867 :—
ample evidence o show {hat
the objects for which the Ach was framed are in fajy pro-
gress of attainment.  There scomg to be no reasonable
ground for doubb that the general quality of the copton
shipped in 1866 has been hettor than of {hai exported in
previous years; The adulteration” of the article, cither
Dby the addition of foreign matter, or by the admixture of

inferior deseriptions, lias been.to a great extent cheeleed,”

rweighed -

i
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4. During the same period the Chief Comnissioner of
b "Ccnh"ml F’rovinocs frequently and urgently l‘eqx'lc;.t.e(l
l:l‘c sxbonsion of the Cotton Frauds Act to the territories
u:lz; his acministration, on the ground that the c&.)(,tlo'n

vown in those territories was, from .tl\c i\.l)h()'ﬂcc of 1‘3 bns
lgaw.fm]linﬁ hehind that of Bombay-in point of qualil } ,1
'md’wiqo‘ tvl?'xt of Berar, into which the Governor ('.:]unel‘:m
i Couneil 1 { ture of his authority
i i1 has been able, from the naf h
L‘:rc(ioz;:r Assigned Districts, to introduce the Cotton
Trauds Act without legislation.

5.  On March 1st. 1867, the Chamber of (Jommorcfs of-
.Do.:ml addressed the Government of Indiaon I.I}e s\l]b)'Cf:t
cortai i ith reference to frauds 'in
rlain representations wi ; ‘ in
zgtgoc; i wl\icl?lmd been made to the quLen«‘uLb-Govcmfr
. Nor n Provinees. The Chamber request-
of the North-Western c  Clhmbor reuest
g o1l would submi
that the Governor General in Colunm ; it
f{}i:‘;:nportm;b matber for the consideration oll' tllo'chiz,o
i - Governor General, with a view
ative Coungil of the Governor . b
lﬂm\hcxbrodnction of a Bill for the prevention of mlultmlm X
l.'u; of cotton, and the bebter suppression of fmudsGm
;D tion trade in the Presidency of the L?Ollﬁc\]m}ﬁ- ‘o.-
. ‘0. cor of the North-Western Provinces, and in Oﬂchl'_‘tell‘:
ft?::: whére it may he expedient to apply 1ts1 prov;s;;rﬁ;c
g val in Council, in reply, aslked
« The Governor General in i !
Ch \lnbcr in eflect, whether the O'Xl\cl:lcllce of the tr ”«ic
i ) \(:Lzu bore oub the allegation which had been mz\f o
o Ct?]: North-West, and an affirmative answer was nlc-
i 1. The Government of India further called for Lllc
Ce?r:(on of the Government of the North-\’\’ezb :z toL 1‘; 12
- i Sotton Frauds Act to thos
propricty of extending the Co 's A hoee

rovi in ity with the ‘repr .
F“;nll)]ccs;‘ﬁddr&scd to both Governmenis, Both the
had a =
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Licutenint-Governor and the Board of Revenue veeome
mended the extension,

6, Nearly ab the same time at which these communica-
tions were oxchanged the attention of the Governor
Gieneral in Council was drawn to Reports of M cetings held

/in England by the Chambers of Commerag.of Manchester
and of Liverpool, Speakers ab theso Mectings were de-
seribed as strongly testifying to the great recent improve-
ment in the quality of Bombay cotton, and as distinetly
attributing it to the operation of the Cotton Frauds Act.
His Excellency in Council was particularly struck with
statements favorahly coutrasting  Tndian cotton yith
oblter Oriental varieties, such as the Bgyptian, which are
intrinsically superior, but which have suffered from thio
dishonest, practices of the grower or dealer,

7. Ab the time, therefore, of the publication of the
Bill for. the extension of the Bombay Cotton Irands
Act to other paris of India, there appeared to be a great
weight of official evidence, and ‘a very, unusual amount
of unofficial and mereantile evidence in favor of such
extension.  Butmore recently, and since the publication
of the Bill, some evidence of a different character has
Leen supplied to the Government of India, The Bom-. .
bm{y-(}lmmbcr of Commerce, lhbugh apparently ad- ’
/willing the improvement in the quality of Indian eot-
ton, has exprossed doubts whether i, is abtributable (o
the direet operation of the Cotton TFrauds Acbs and the
- Madras Chamber is opposed to the extension of the mea-
sure o that Presidency, while, at the same time,
templates cireumstances under which such

may be desivable, Tt will be seen, however, ¢,

it ‘con-
legislation
ab Messrs,

~
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Gladstone, Wy]lic and Company arc unconditionally
lapposed .bo any legislation on the subject.

8. The imporlance which ~ the Governor Gcncml"in
Council attaches {o this letler arises from its advancing
positive statements of fack. It is probably \umccosism-y
10 say that on cerlain questions raised by Messrs. Glad-
stone, Wyllic and Company—for example, on the ques-

- tion whether, inall trades, aud under all circumstances,
an exclusive reliance should be placed on the rule cchcrti
emplor, and on the guestion whether for the prcvcn(?mn
of special frauds, a-departure from tl.ne general ]‘7.w', ie.
from the Indian Penal Code, is, ot is not, 1)01'1n155|}»1?—
the Government of India reserves to itself its own 01)!]\10{].
But it is impossible for the Governor General in Council
not Lo take note of -the assertion by a firm of Very ox-
tensive cotton-buyers that, as a matter of fact, no fl‘il'\l(:l’:‘
are_committed in the cotton-trade on {his side of Inc}m.
which a purchaser cannot guard against by the exercise
of ordinary diligence and caution.. If such a position
could he established, His Excellency in Council woulf!
coxlainly hesitate to use bis influence with the Council )
{or making Laws and Regulations for the enactment of
a measuie adding to the Penal law, and providing a ma-
chinery of inspeetion at the expense of the trade.

9. Under these circumstances, the Governor Genoral
in Council frusts that the Chamber will cavefully consi-
der the letter of Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllic and Company,
and will inform him how far the individual experience
of its members Dears out, or contradicts the statements
confained in the letter,

G
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- IromMessrs. Gladstone, Wyllic and Co. lo Gopern
2
wment of India.
Caleutlia, the 2700 Jannary, 1868

We .h.we the honor to communicate to you our views
1"eg:lrd|-ng a “ Bill for the improvement of Cotton 'D‘l‘:
lished in the Guzettc of India last Saturday. We " e
that the publication of the Bill is in[ondcd' to 11)l ?f“me
cx}u'cssion of public opinion respecting it, and \(\"cw‘l‘; “‘le
:‘l,“:.]et]ﬁ]er b}: sm‘ting the grounds on Tv]:i’ch we \'cnf\g:-g
o :‘)’\;)jc::I is Iixcellency in Council with our views on

. 2. The grounds are these—first, that as exporter
i]c:tf:::; tixésn tll’l:sl;l]nhq’ we are interested 1!11 evcz;ll‘,l:ii':.-
heviui incro he duvc]o}m}gﬂl. of the cofton Lmd;
iy e ,ome of cullivation or improvi
gr wtrh;l;c:mr )F, that as among the largest"importors
oo mm/m.l.u actures We are sbll further interested
e iu(u vin : .M}d thirdly, that as owners of cotton
. personal cun;;‘nmi:i]ttlb; ?f ](‘fzi(;‘ll:h “IVQ’ ]:“;0 e

o cone b4 Aasure which must serious|
nggcthoﬂubl :}; nn:i)c::tloﬂni. On this head we sl::l‘ll();:il}}r,
without sufficient :::lse”;gbl"lt :::Z]"I? o et
present, ini/imn(m]y:vﬁbnbing mu'intcr’cs:z vo
s

that His Txcellen in
b s Lixeellency in ¢ il wi
if we lay hefore l‘y o ot d

. him, with defer
have formed, ' ofeencs,

ement, in

ase like the
we have thought,
ceim ug obmls}\'e
the opinions we

3. We may as \vqﬂ state

ab onve tha, 1w
,(opposcd to legislation on the ey w0 are enlirely

#ubject at all i and, in parti-
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cular, to the Bill now before the Council, both in its ~
general principles and in its details,

4. . We arc opposed.to special legislative interference
in all matiers relating to commerce unless a clear and
istinct necessity for such legislation is_apparent, and we
are particululy opposed to such interforence when, as in
] the present instance, legislation takes the form of prolee-

tion ; and wo submit that, though the ostensible object
‘of the measure is. to develope the Indian -cotton
 trade, the real effect, if the Bill becomes law, will be a
| fruitloss attempt in the first instance to protect - the
‘vbuyers of cobton, and ultimately the merchants; and
| manufacturers in England, as against the growers and
Jsellers.  We do xiob go so far as fo say that there ave 2o *
circumstances under which special legislative interférence
would "he justifiable, but we maintain firmly the general
position that the less the natural operations of trade are
interfered with the better ; that in the case of the cotton

trade of Bengal mo such interference is required, and .

that, if sanctioned, it can only prove hwrtfal, and, we

believe, frustrate the very object its promoters have in

view.

5. CGenerally, we think ibs effect will be this. Tt will
, discourage the growlh of cotton by interposing serious
difficultics in the way of sale, for it stands to reason that
no man will grow cotton as readily when his produce is
subject to official serutiny, and with heavy penalties
hanging over him in its disposal, as he would do if ab-
solutely free to grow it as he may other crops independent
of Government interference, and subject only to the visk
of markets and the usual operation of the law.

s SRR s
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G It may be wrged, we are aware, that the penalties
:|p|?]y chicfly in case of intentional adulteration, “but, e
?Jullevc that it will be found practically diffieult, if nog
impossible, to draw the line between infention :’md ab-
sence of intcn@ion in cases of this description, and fv.l)'!t-
the penaltics provided by the Bill may be cnfo’rccd Wllcl"c
the proper and natwral punishment would be an inabilit;
to dispose of the cotton, or difficulty in doing so 'mg
consequent pecuniary loss, . ' T

7. It will affect the ‘cotfon trade in Caleutta—the
gix'g:tt centre of transactions between Native sclle‘m and
]*.\u'ppoun<purclmsms-by still holding over the 1?‘11';\1"
b.ho penaltics to which we have refen'eod and it will, n
like manner, affect, Em’opcaris who nny‘ s
port-cotton from the growing disiricts, o
spot for resale in Caleutta, ’

themselves im-
or buy it on the

_inf. And it \\'i?l do all this, we believe, without offect-
B ,,tauy s;;bsbnnbml 80od ina matler in which we ‘/llil;k
1t anadherence to the well-establ;
-established maxin g
cmplor, and the ordingy s
: cmary course of the Jaws affords
best and most certain prolection fo the interosts of "“7]“"’

9. We wholly
y deny the neeessity
Tesislative infor eessiby for any speciy
eilativo intorforence whatovor, and to estanfcy oL,
we uote the following pertinent o this
months beginuing st Jq

. fact, i—During ¢he-
n 1866, and i
n : " , and ending
ﬂizlil, 1;07, we bm_nghl., chiefly in Caleutta Dut )’?3.]“‘
.30 001{;1}? growing distriets, and shipped ,Lo Enlw‘I:nyl
_1;3’00 00)(.)\ ei o]f{ cobbon of an aggregate value of ':l;uu(l.
20, 5 and i 1o instance—the cobt i y

o , b on heing entiroly
. onaccount of third partics, many of whom h'\arl ::)Lns‘cc?l

January,

——
- =4
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or manufaclure it al a heavy loss owing to falling markels
in Europe—had_we to pay one " shilling on account
of inferiority of quality. We do not allege that the selee~
{ion and shipment of this large quantity was cflected
without trouble and care on our part, or without fre-
quent collision with the sellers in regard- to quality ;
but we state the fact as a proof that, with proper cave
and vigilnnco: on the. part of the buyer, he can very
well protect his own interests without special legislation ;
and we add unhesitatingly that 2.0 amount of inspection
on the part of officials will cause any careful huyer to
relax in the least dcgwc his own care for his interests,
swhile it may, and probably will lead . t0 increased lax-
ness on the part of others,'and to the export of a greater
quantity of adulterated cotton than is exported under

existing cireumslances. When to these “considerations

is added the fact that the Government. inspection may
e considered by some as a sort of guarantee of the
‘quality—ave consider it worthless—and discharge of the
responsibility of the seller, we are convinced that the
proposed interference will result in good to no one, bub

- in the decline of the cultivation, the interposition of

difficulties which must injuriously aflect the trade, and
theveal protection of neither buyer nor consumer.  The
manner in which the interests of the owners of cotton
prosses will b affected may be most conveniently con-
sidered in connection with the details of -the Bill. to
some of whicli we shall now refer.

10. Scetion 8 mmounts; asit seems to wg, to an un-
warrantable interference with the liberty of private
with their own property,
ms as the Jaw  considers

persons to do what they plea
subject only to such restriet
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necessary for the protection of all, and will bhe found
most vexatious in pracice. For. example, a Caleuttn
merchant receives an order from a constituent in Tng-
land to ship for him a certain quantity of cotton of g
particular quality, and beaving a special mark, Under
the provision.to which we are referring, it would be com-
pulsory o impress on the hales, in addition to the mark
ordered by the Home principal, a certain press-mark
“not less than one foot square,” with aname in letters
““not less than one inch and a. half long” ; and-we are not
overstating the case when we affirm that the presence of
this press-mark might in many eases render the cobbon

unsaleable ‘in the markets and for the purposes for which

it was intended, it being the fact that immense operations

are daily carried.on among mercantile persons on the faith

and guarantee of certain well known and recognized
marks,—which marks this Section would render it im-
possible for the merchant _to impress on his shipments,

1L The dutics of Inspectors, as defined in the 9th
and following Sections, appear to involve such an wnusual ¥
and hateful system of espionage on the business of private
individuals that for our own part we afe astonished that
they could have heen even seriously proposed ; and we
observe that no provision whatever is made for the In-
spectors having any knowledge of the trade they are to
possess such an unlimited control over.
it will be found impossible to'secure the so
tors, of persons in any way adequate to the discharge of
the functions with which these

Officers are to b en-
trusted,  If the Bill as it now stands is passed into law,

we shall seriously consider the propriety of giving up our
cotbon presses altogetlier, rather than e subjected to

We believe that
rvices, as Tnspeg-

e e
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stch i;ltel~fcrnllce as that now pro‘post;ﬂ ; and we mc.ann
the fact (which, of courso, .is of hu,lol 1m]:ox Lae:e
to any one excepling ourselves) as a proof of the sm{ccn y
of ofir views, It will serve to show how strongly we

object to being taxed, to pay for what we con-

sider & worse than uscless and mischievous interference.

12, The Scctions defining offences and penalties we
{hink most ohjectionable. In the first pl:\ciz, We see 110
reason why, if A chooses to sell, and B knowingly l;c: bn_y
inferior or adulteratec. cotton, Government should mtf‘, ]
fevc to prevent them, for, insuch a case, the .q\\cshon
hetween buyer and seller would msu}vc l('Self into one
of price ; and surely if it is worth A’s while {o sell, and
B’s lo buy such cotlon, or such oot.lzm .zmd stones forv
hat part, it is their own affair, while in the  case of

fraudulent sales the law already provides a remedy.

15. It is not, we helieve, by such means as those pro-
posed, but by the natural operation of the lm\"s of .supl)]y
and demand, (for if ther'e is no demand for inferior or
adulterated cotbon the supply must soon cease) and b-y
showing producers by other than penal measures that it
is for their own iiterest to grow better cotlon, that any
improvement in the quality is to be looked Afo{" ;and we
say this, oursclves entertaining astrong opinion of the

desirabl of in every ble way ging the
trade and promoting the growth of an improved staple,

14. Inconclusion, we repeat our carnest hope that
this Bill may nob be passed into law, for we are convinced,
aswe have said already, thal it is wholly. unnecessary ;
that its principle is wrong; its provisions vexatious and
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intolerable ; and that its working in any case, hut espe-
cially in the hands of thosc to whom its details must, we
suppose, be entrusted, will be wholly unsal ctory. - To
us it appears, as we observe it docs to the mercantile
© members of the Legislative Couneil, that there is no more

need to legislate regarding cotton than regarding any”
other export, and that all. special Tegislative interference, .

especially such as that now proposed, is to-be deprecated.

15, We have confined ourselves to viewing the Bill
as it affects this Presidency, for of the Bombay lr:\r.lé we
Lave no experience, e

Apologising for the length of this communication.

From Cheumber of Commenrco 1o Gouvt. of India.
Caleuita, the 2041, March, 1868,

Your letter dated 13th wlkimo, forwarding - copy of
A communication addressed tobhe Government, obf' Indlii by '
lticssrs. Gladstone, Wyllic and Co. on the subjoct of thi
Cotton Frauds Act, has received the careful cox‘lsidor‘ ["
of the Committee of the Chamber of Commere . . 11‘311
hftvo now the honor to submit, the views \vliic]nc‘, o
pliance with the request contained in the Jagp )’ 1‘“ 0.0""1“
of your letter, have hoen clicited by gcnemi rl‘} “.‘“3“‘1’ )
the mereantile firms they represent, e to

e o i e T PR i
wnless ara N ) iterference  vith comueree ; au
o css Brave State reasons, the public health or sy,
some aqually sirong necassiby urge the o cd" I
speeial departure from ¢he universally adm‘itlzoq‘;i.l;fcio[l‘ a

iples

s

| ——

tos7
of political economy, nofhing can justify restriction on
Free Trade.  Bub the question under review is—whether
any such call lor legislation exists in the colton trade of
this country. . .
X . .
8. Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie and Cos experience
would seom to have been almosb entively- confined to
Caleutta; where the necessity for legislative, protoction
has never been generally considered requisite, as all ex-
porters have enjoyed the same facilities for inspeeting and
selecting their cotton as those gentlcme)i, and on the
whole with equally satisfactory results ; it scems, there-
fore, to the Committec that the tion in ques-
tion is of very little importance to the general subject, as
the representations which gave rise to the proposed Act
ere from the North-West Provinees, to the cffect that
wilful adulteration was becoming a very serious matber
there, and that the provisions of the Penal Code were
quite inadequate to checle it.

4. Caleutla merchants had a divect interest in any
legislation which would tend to do away with such frau-
ulent practices, becanss through the introduction ofcobton
serews up-countty under- the superviston and control
of Europeans it had become the custom to ship hence
without examination a large proportion of the staple,
which formerly was purchased in a loose state and com-
pressed ab this port.

5. Apartfrom the losses and annoyances to which-
traders would ‘be subjected by this increasing cvil, the
admitied importance to the Empire of improving the

- quality of Indian colton, in order that it might compele

n
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in the home markels with the productions of other conn.
tries, suggested the advisability of adopting any legitimate
course likely Lo sceure such an effect.  The Commitlee of
the Chamber, accordingly, advoeated the introduction of 5
Bill for the suppression of Frauds in the cotton trade of
the North-West Provinces, or other territories where it,
might be expedient to apply its provisions,

6. In taking this action the Commitiee had hefore
them 2 large wmount of evidence in addition to that
nliced it the 3rd and Gth paragraphs of your lebter under
reply, arguing that the Bombay Act had proved most
serviceablo ' in preventing adulteration which was pre-
vioisly notorious, * Tn his report dated from Meeruj, the
30th April, 1866, Licut. Col. C. W. Walker, Acting In-
spector-in-Chief of the Cobton Department writes :—

€ Lhers eanba.no doubd s to the Tenfits conferred on the colton
“rade of the Presidency by Act IX:  Seldom or never havs we cascs
“of cotton wilfully " deteriorated by the admisture of forcign mat-
¢ tor. The staple veaches Bombay, as I am informed by porsons con
“stantly at the presses, in a stale f coparatively great cleanliness,
“ and tn condition very supevior (o that of former years”

Assuming his mass of testimony in favor of piotee-
tive legislation indisputable, and believing, as they still
do, that no penal enactment, would in afiy way aflect tho

cultivation of Indian cotton, (a5 the small dealers, or
" middle-mén, who make advances to the eultivators, and

not the ryols ave the people who find {heir intorest in
adulterating the cotton) it scemed most desirable that
measure apparently productive of such good results to

Bombay should he extended o all other parts of Tndia

where these frauds were perpetrated,

7. While unanimoysly admitting the great improve-

g
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ment in the quality and eleanliness of ll‘m raw ﬁt:q?c(:mw .
ught to that market, the Bombay 911:\1“]):}; of 0‘1:(1;
mérce appears of late generally to fl'.lnl.'l'b‘\tﬁ 10[ amel )
rabion-to the use of machinery—catled ]I\Ll? c:\::s «;nc(;‘ ‘>,,
the Act—rather than to the diArccl, operation or hc. ‘;\,‘i
This is a question on which, in l‘h'o :Ll')scuc'c;) d!:cx ?:“;L
practical experience, exporters on this side of 'n 'x].| et
defer to the opinions of thoso ‘\\'h'o h:?vc \\:\;‘p lu o
working of the Cotton Frands: B)lll o “lf) oh;j; .’t T‘\Y
if the Bombay merchants, after a fair erzt!(‘: (,I ({,(;
of 1868, arc so far agreed as to 1ld\'70011[£ xb-? fcpc'n ,\I‘L
Comvmitlcc of Uhis Chamber are decidedly dlsmlchn]u (i
the infroduction of any protective cnzfctmcn(; the bene
fits of which would gcem so prohlematical.

8. "I, however, prol.cdbion is still to he c'n{\tiuuc'd to
the trade of. Bombay, it-should, in the 'olumon of ‘,l,]'\c(\
Committee, extend cqually all over Il\(‘llil, :\-nd v1]\0 ;-
confined to any onc Presidency, as Lllc'cﬂcct of su]c ) .pm
tial legislation would be toinundabe Llusmm’l;et,]wl ;c\yc‘m;
yostrictions prevailed, with all the unjzlc.m and adul c.m Ac(\
cotion, as soon as the junction of railway co)rn.nnlmc. ”1:11;
Jotween Caleutta and Bombay is compl‘ctcd ; ratl |?| u ::o(]
zubmit o L\li‘s ?’:::({\'aum'gz‘:, Lhi(l:‘ ioxl\\\x:%icc"\[{;‘xl:l (:]1]: tl,lc

0 1o )L

proposed Act of 18G8.

Pariff values of Piece Goods and Farn.

This important subject Tas' from time to Lin?c
“engaged. the atbention of the Chamber, and i
Ns\*zmbcr lasb it wag again brought to the notice
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of your Committee in a communication from the
J':Jumbuy Chamber of Commerce, calling the atben-
* tion of the local Government to the :“SC\‘CPZL!]Cy
then cxisting “between “the iy and actual
market values of Cotton Piece Goods and Yarn,

As "your Committee concmred in the i’i(;\\'s
oxpressed by the Bombay Chamber in ‘1‘00‘1;1":1 to the
advisability of modifying the tariff mciues fixed
Dy Act XVII of 1867, they complied with a ‘re-
quest to support. the representation of that bod,
and on 21st November addressed the Guvernme:i:
of Bengal requesting  a revision of the {tayiff
values in accordance with a promise made in th
last budget statement of the Finance Minister. ’

The Committee at the s:uﬁc time brought, 4
T.he uotic? of the Licutenant-Governor the:m'mo
+ meonvediences, and it might have heen added Lthy
wjustice, to which the mercantile community o
esposed by the uneertaintjes attending tllc} ‘_‘)S
fé?nfv me,tliod of appraisement ndoplcs by pljl:
Justoms’ authorities under, Act VI of )ISG‘
They also suggested that merchants wenoy, :
X\“ould be gratified by Hig Honor o s
zxdemtion the advisability
em of appraig vhi
o Go\ﬁﬁﬁfﬁig t\; hich would be alike

aking into con-
! air {o
the importer,

When the Committee made these rcl;rcsenm

of substituting some Sys-

6l

tiong, prices of cotton and cotton manufactures
had materially declined, and appeared to be
approaching their normal values in the markets
of the world ;atdll events, judging from the
opinion  generally entertained in "reference o
future. supplies of the raw material, they" con-
sidored the prices then ruling in this market for
our chief articles of import would bean ample
Dasis upon which to fix a revised scale of {axiff
values. . ’

To the Commibtee’s communication no reply was
received from the local Giovernment until the
cend of Tebruary, when it was intimated that,
with the sanction of the Government of India,
a Committee had been appointed to adjust the
{ariff values, and 'the Chamber was requested to
nominate a gentleman to serve thereon with -two

others,—a - member of the Board of Revenue,

and the Collector of Customs.

During .the three months which had elapsed
hetween the dates of the Chamber’s representation
and the {Twp]y of Governnient, important” changes
had taken place in the position of the cotton market
in England, and prices had rapidly been advancing
under the fostering inflacnces of diminished
shipments from “America, and an increased con-
sumption of the Taw material ; values of cotton
manufactures were responding ‘in this, as well
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as in other Indian mavkets, to-the inereased cost
of production, and, when this Committce i('m
_appointed, had reached a point which indicﬂ;i‘?
that the time for determining a fair standar IA [(‘(
fixed values had not yet arvived. . e

Fcclifng assured, therefore, that under such al
te-re'd circumstances the Chamber would be .
willing to take advantage of this opportnniicv‘m.'
1'0(1‘ucing the taviff values, fyoﬁr 1'0prc<cnl;~:1' 'Ol
acting in that spirit of faimess towards h(he‘ lC“Q7
vermuqn'f, by which this institution has ~'11\\":?:
beAc:u';mnmatod, expressed his \\'illino‘ncq; t‘ljs
existing values shiould for the present Ee r’ofx\inv;c;L

- ]

pending the cstablishment of a lower ranse of
a lo ange of -
3

ﬁt:ﬁ 1 in this m:lwkct upon a more settled hasis
(ha A.xe renewed uncertainty attaching to the
i}mel'u{i\n rioLLo.n suppl?Hsoemed‘likelyo to ﬂﬂzi)j
! o,qplxo ably, for some time forward, This pro
h“;a C;lenit?;q)l"ovzcl by the other members of
i Govemme, (lu a '1:cpo'1't having been sent
i recc_ived .:n ), an(?tlﬁc:mon in reply has since
oo receis ‘announcing that in aceordanee with
v ggestion the proposed alteration
tariff values has heen postponed. ot

1The mceonveniences avising
administrati .
hm"lxstmhou of the Customs Act, howevor, 1
heavily v 1 1 D
b y upon the mercantile community ’ll 1 in
) onb Af i . v an
event of its proving expedi o o an
: g expedient to defer

from the uncertain

for an
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indefinite poriod-any reconsideration of the tarifl
«estion, it may Bocome neeessary, meanwhile, to
mako the objectionable provisions of the Act the

subjeet of a separate application to Government.

Tyom, Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengal.
Coleutia, the 21st November, 1867.

A ycprcscntnbion: to*. the local” Covernment has
Jately heen addressed by the Bombay Chamber of Com-
erce ealling attention to the present high tarifl vilues,as
fixed by Act XVIL of 1867, for Grey Cotbon Picce )
Goods and Yarns, fvith a view to their reduction ; and &
copy bas been forwarded to this Chamber for the Com-"
mittee’s confirmation and support. .

Tu the communication referred ta, the arguments ad-
duced ave so exhaustive that it becomes & matter of difli-
culty for the Commitice {o give them any additional
weight heyond their hearly concurrence in the opinion
Lhat & necessity exists for an carly yeconsideration of this
most important question ; they will, however, endeavour -
1o indicato hricfly the grounds upon which their conv.

tion-is hased. .

The constant and continued fall in the price of cotton
during the past six months

in England and America
a good and clear

must be accounted, without doubt, ¢
proof that this article is rapidly, approaching its  normal
price; viz i—that ruling before the commencement of the
American Civil War.  T'he last cotfon crop i - America

amounted to about 1,750,000 Lales, and  the incoming
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750,000 to 3,000,000, Taking into
consideration, therefore, that the production of other
countries, particularly of India and Bgypt, when added
%o the American crop will materially increase the supply
of cotton in Liverpool during the ensuing year, the con-
clusion is inevitable that the future valae of this impor-
tant staple will ere long reach its original minimum,

Abundanee of produce: signifies low prices, and there is

10 doubt that the cheapening of the' raw material must

seriously affeet the prices of tho manufactured articles ;

for example, British Picce Goods and Yarns have heen

Asteadi]y declining in their values during the last six

months, following exactly in the course of the home
" markets with respect to the price of raw cotion.

Trom the annesed slatement it will be scen that there
ts a considerable differonce between the market and
taviff values of . the principal denominations of Pioce
Goods and Yams to the manifest disedvantage of im-
porters, who pay duty on fictitious values, ranging from
eleven annas per picee on Grey Shirtings to two annas
andnine pie on Grey: Madapoliams,
morah on Yarns ; and taking to
arivals of Picce Goods, and shipments  on the way, the
fature prospects of this important and chief branch of the
import commeree of the porb, as foroshadowed by the
facts emumerated, are rmost discowraging, and the
strongest probabilities exist that o much lower range of

prices generally must, be subimitted to by importers,

and nine pie per
account the late heavy

The above rensons are,

. ; . the” Commitice Lelieve, sufii-
clent to shew the neces

sity of an immediate revision of

G5 N

the T b tariff with regard o o proper and cquitable
rlc.((lzuj;!aﬁi”;nt the values of Brlus.h Picee CGoods ;"mtd
Yarns ; it may, however, assish thcu_: arguments to s a (i
that such a reduction was promised in thg Iftst ‘ﬁnan:a

statement by Government ; and the Comml'ttcc ffh l:ﬁ
Chamber of Cormerce now desire .to sul.nmt, wit] : ‘11
deference, that there has heen a sufficxel]t]y dccl:lr;l

change in the course and prospects of this bram.c]: ?f'h"u i
since the period referred to to warrant Lhe)mI in cl m'm;z;b.
ol the hands of is Honor, the Licutenanb—(zo\'eml?l, | he
:speet]y fulfilment of the assurance they then received.

Another matter on which the Commitiee dc'sirc 'to
invite the Lieut.-Governor's altention is the serious 1;1-
convenience the commereial communib}f are contlmlunvl’y
exposed to through the uncertainties of ad v olf:z
dutics, especially those  chargeable on Aman\\f_actme
fabr] Tt is not their purpose, howev-er, in this cr{m{
munication to advance any arguments in favor of f;;m
values being substituted for the prcsAcn.t :systt%rfl of ap-
praisement, but only to siuggest that it is ?11;6“1:0 a ques-
tion in connection with the tarifl’ which n:npur?ers gerf;;-
rally would he gratified by His Honor taking into carly
consideration.

Dlemo: of Tariff and Marlket values.

Taoiel] Lo | et Tt mte. [Diffeenss
ke
; .
s on [Rs, 45, o, As. .
elipet) oeo o 0T, b2
s ofrpct o
A R 09 i
R TR 3
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From Govt. of India to Govt. of Bengal,
-Caleutta, the 25th February, 1868.

Tnreply to your letter of the 15th instant, No. 570, 1
.am instructed to state that the CGlovernment of India con-
curs in the necessity for an immediate revision of the
tariff valuations of British Piece Goods, and considers

. it should be based on the averages of the last six months.

2.—T am accordingly to suggest that a small Commitice
be at once formed by the Government of Bengal to make a
temporary adjustment of the tariff upon Cotton Cioods
of every deseription except Bleached and F:u‘x,cy Goods.

3.—The work would, perbaps, be douc.prompl]y by a
Committee consisting of a member of the Board of Re-
venue, the Collector of Customs, and a gentleman nomi-
nated by the Chamber of Commerce, and the revised va-
luations recommended by ‘such 2 Committee mioht be
fixed for one year, subject to further revisal, if’ nec;s:\r y,
4t the end of that time.: s

4.--In procceding with the duty the Committee might °
g

?Je required to bear in mind that reeent advices shew an
improvement in the value of fabrics, and throw consider-
:\‘blc doubt on-the cstimate of inereased cotton cultiva
h'on in the United States. This was probably held ir:
view by Mr. Crawford when he recommended that the re-
. vision should be delayed wntil the production of the
?xxdgct; that time has, however, now arrived, and the revi-
. sion should, therefore, be completed without delay, )
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1 Gowt. of Tndia to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, the 27th February, 1868.

With reference, to my letter of the 23D ‘instant, No.
121i; T am direeted to state that it would bLe an advan-
tage if the Committee were to review in the light of
thie experience gained during the past year the Tmport
Tariff Schedule attached to the Customs’ Duties Act.

9. The following omissions have been brought to the
notice of the Government of India, and the present oppor-
tunity should be taken of introducing the requisite cutries
into the specification of dutiable articles :—

Unawrought Coral.—Accidentally omitted in the Import
Tiist ; see separate Revenue Proceedings, September 1867,
Nos. 56-58, herewith sent.

Steel Iails—To be put under the head of Railway
materials, agsessable at onc per cent. ’

Angle and 2. Iron.—To be put under the one per cent.
duty rate.

Thuead in Roels and Cards.~—At Rupees 2-8 per gross
yeels of one hundred yards ; a proportionately lower valu:
ation for shorter lengths on the same principle asa higher
valuation for longer lengths:

3. Other anomalies of a somewhat similar character
may, perhaps, be found, and if the attention of the Com-

mittce were given (o the matter, all requisite amendments

could he at onco eflected.

To the Junior Sccrcm;'y to the Gout. of Bengal.
. Caleutla, the 14th March, 1868.

We have the honor to acknowledgé the receipt, on the
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J2th instant, of your letters to owr address, dated 6],
insfant, appointing us, with My, -Henderson
Commitiee for the p
on cotton goods.

, Lo form o
urpose of revising the existing {ariff

‘2. The Committee were to have met yestera
M. Henderson was 100 ill Lo atténd, and the Con
therefore, met to-day.

2y, but
mmittee

3. Mr. Henderson had previously sent the

accompany-
ing statement to Mr.

Crawford,from which the Lieulonant-
Governor will perccive that, speaking for the Chamber of
Commerce in Caleutta, Mr. Henderson thinks that there
i5 10 necessity now for revising the existing tariff. The pros-
pects of the cotton market.are now much changed  sinee
the letter of the Chamber to the address of th

¢ Govern-
ment was written ; and,

, with reference to the rise in,
theprice of cotton and Piece goods since that date, and to
the uncertainty of the ©€rop now on the ground, Mr. Hen-
derson is of opinion that the tariff should‘remain as it is,
and that when the market hecomes more, settled the
taritf may be revised it necessary.

4. Mr. Crawford has heard similar statements regard-
ing prices, &e,, from several merchants with whom e has
spoken-on the subject. :

5. Under these circumstances wo have thought it right
to lay the matter at once before the Licutenant-Governor.
In’the meantime we have refrained from entering upon
the consideration of the ofher mabters mentioned in (ho
2nd paragraph of the letter of the Government of India,
No. 1269, dated 27th ultimo, as it iy possible no enquiry

_into them will he considered necessary; should that upon
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S ed by
the Tmport Tarifl Schedule be posiponed,as suggesled by
1 a
Mr. Henderson, . .
- We have, &c., .
E. T. TREVOR.
J. A. CRAWFORD.
JUUUUSIUU UV .
When the Bengal Chamber of _Cummcrcc, fol](?wu{r;.:
1 ‘!W“] of the Bombay Chamber, called :\tt.enlli:ne;
ca h
‘levemher last to present tariff values as fixed ncx; o “‘;
ith a view to their reduction in consr’qucn‘v L e
“‘] ab ;'all in cotton and cotton -m:m\lfx\cturcs,.l.:; uf‘ﬂm
gm"ta then brought forward in favor of a revisi
men! I

existing tariff values were no doubt fully warranted by

{he altered position of the raw material.

otion, particularly from x‘hncnc:\:1 lull::
and there scemed no reason ;o Zuld
othier countries shipments of lh'c staple w un-
:mzotgnnluc{l on'an average scale.  The :mlrhc}c ‘Y]l::r;::(zho
iy ‘oaching i rmal price
st ml:?d.lyq:l(‘lp\‘:giqi‘;n(ﬁ ‘l:t;: m:m\I:fnctul”?S fell in
iy \V.A\llgtl‘cd such was- the anxiety’ evmccd'(u
sym’p“thy; - y i’mporlers in this market were selling
e m-‘?‘tzf at about the rales current bc'forc the
l:\l'gcl?’ for\‘;:"\:"‘ ‘tl\il\‘king, no doubt, that by so domg L]hcy
A“‘“’::;‘"" jn\i\'xc’:ously for their own interests or those
were acting

of their constituents.

Supplies of c
-Jargely increased,

. t followed."the
ket, however, has no )
N tton market, ] s from
The c?.l down foritin November last. Supplie: -
course lz\lu ot hoen s0 large as wero generally antic
ca bave

Ameri hey have been rather under

pated ; from other countries t
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than over those of the year previous ; and with the pros-
pect of a reduced cultivation in the States, cotton has for
sometime past been attracting considerable attention, and
not only have stocks been reduced to a minimum in Lng-
land, but prices have been rapidly” advancing, fair Ben-
gal having visen from 41d. to 71d. per Ib., and other des-
criptions nearly in proportion. :

Values of piece goeds in the Indian markets have
advanced considerably during the. same period, or since
the application of the Chamberof Commerce for a revision
of the tariff values, and, the present market values of

Giey Goods are now generally above the rates fixed by
Act XVII. of 1867,

As the difference hetween the market and tariff values
is at present so slight,and the course of the cotfon market

50 uncertain, I am of opinion that no modification is

at present desirable, for it ‘would, T think, be almost ji-
possible at present to arvive at a satisfactory basis for the
scttlement of fixed values alike fair ‘ana” equitable to the
Government and the importer,  *

I am quite of opivien that Act XVIIL should be re-
vised and modified as carly as possible,

: and I would take
the liberty of suggesting that as soon as the value of

cotton is again steady, the present Committee be then re-

quested to take up,the question of revised tariff values

for cotton picce goods.
M. Hexprrsox,

Carcutra, 1 )

The 130, March, 1365, |

‘]
From Glowt. of Tndia lo Govt. of Bengad.
Claleutia, the 28th March, 1868.

In reply to the con}m\micz\tion from your z()ﬂ:ﬁo,l ]:]\l"ii)‘
933, dated the 19th instant, T f\m desired t? s ;\‘,’\‘ i,:;m:
ander the circumstances explained, the pr oposed .LL\O“M]
of the existing {ariff on cotton goods may be postpe A il;
The consideration of the 0[1:0:- matters llncu;?&)‘c(Fé;
paragraph £ of my letter No. 1239, dated the 27

Druary, 1868; may also be deferred.

i a C Act—
of Sections 33 and 3%.

EIndian C

T the month of Tebruary last, your Com- -

mittee received a letter ﬁ'om. the Glasgow Cl\a-n_]»
ber of Commerce and Blﬁl\}lfﬂctul‘cs, cnclosr;lg
copy of the following M eonrml, z\ddrcss({d to t[ he
Sceretary of State for India, on the subject of :1,
notification publishied towards 4“‘0, close of last
year in the London Gazclie, in(,lm..m(,mg the {future
strict enforcement of certain Sections of tl{o Cu's-
toms Act; which up to that t-im.c had l'clmntllfd 111;
abeyance, and requesting that its prayer shoul
Do actively supported :— .
Trn MEMORIAL, © _ )
Rrsererronny Sunwrri,—That the n}tel\hon of }l;:s
Chamber has been called to the notification by L}lc l}|g it
Tlonourable the GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF Ixm:\ u‘\ n(.«o.\m;
cil regmding the strict cenforcement of Scctums\av?,“;\mr
34 of the * Isprax Coxsouarep Cusrons Aci” o
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1803‘_\\’!1ic]1 appeaved in the London Gazetle of 22,a
November, 1867. : .

" That, rding to the notification, a true specifi
B . . . N
tion of all goods imporled in their respective vessels will

berequired from all masters and commanders of vessels';
5

and it is intimated that masters and commanders of ves-

sels, who shall be unable to enter in their reports or ma-

nifests a true specification of all goods- imported in their
respeetive vessels, in consequenee of their negleet or
failure to obtain a full and-detailed deseription of all such
goods in their respective Bills of Lading before the ship-
wment of such goods, will be liable to the penaltics laid
down in the 34th. Seetion of the above-mentioned Act,
such penalty not exceeding 1,000 rupees. ’

. That your Memorialists desire to represent the greal in-
convenience and the uiter inutility of the requirement now
made. It imposes on Shipowners and Shipmasters in this
country the duty of requiring from Merchan is and Shippers
detailed information as to the contents of every package
\F'llid;ll may be shipped. Tt imposes on the Merchant :r
$Shipper the duty of disclosing, Tefore shipment, to the
Shipowner (who may be, and oftenis, a rival in’ trade)
the precise nature and quantity of the goods which are
being exported.- As regards the inutility of the require-
m%nh, it is only neeessary o remind you that, on ever
shipment of goods, the Shippers must pass entriesat th};
(?ustom-housu in this country containing a full § e‘ciﬁc't-
tion_ of all the goods so shipped ; and tT)is prouesg has l:o
he repeated, and the invoices exhibited, before the r:oocls
can lm‘pas‘sed through the Custom-house on their n; val
in India. For fiseal purposes at Caleutta more ;ninuée
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particulars are required than can bo supposcd to be within
the knowledge of almost any Shipmaster—in some des-
cripl,iéns of goods the aweights of the specitic goods must
he given ; in others (yarns for instance) the various
counts, whilst in most obhers the valie is rc‘q\\isim For
fiscal purposes, therefere, the additional speeification in
the ship’s manifest is altogether unnecessary. It is
cqually so for statistical purposes ; and your Memoria-
Tists ave unable {0 sec that any result will follow from
thie enforcement of the regulation, exceph a great compli-
cation of mercantile forms.

Your Memorialists, therefore, respectfully ask that you
will be pleased to reconsider the regulation, and divect
the notification to e recalled.

+ And your Memorialists will ever pray.

Although convinced that the Glasgow Chamber
Jaboured under a misapprehension as to the actual
requirements of these Sections, and that the
words « true specification were simply prccmition-
ary against explosive or inflammable articles
Teing entered in o ship’s manifest as “ merchan-
dise,” and were not intended to enforce a disclo-
sure hefore shipment of the preeise nature and
quantity of such articles as Piece Goods, Yarns,
&ec., your Committee considered it expedient to
place the question beyond doubt by asking the
Collector of Customs to interpret the law. Tn
his reply, fully confirming the Committee’s opinion,
he suggested a further reference to the Board of

b
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Revenue, the correspondence with which Depart-
ment- is printed below -for information and re-
cord :— .

From Chamber of Commnerce to Board of
Revenue, L. P.
Caleutta, the 11th March, 1868.

A copy of a Memorial from the Glasgow C]mmhcl:

‘of Commerce and Manufactures to the Secrctary of
State for India has been forwarded to this Chamber, re-
questing its support of the protest therein contained

- “against the strict enforcement of Scetions 83°and Sk of
the Indian Consolidated Customs’ Act, (notice. of which
was published in the London Gazelte of 22nd Novembher,
18(;7} on the ground of the requirement’ being \\se]ci;
and inconvenient. - )

The Committee feoling satisfied that the Glasgow
Chamber had misinterpreted the notification, as 1'(:'::1‘(15
the “speeification” 6f goods exacted, vofcn‘c’d to'.ﬂu? (0014
l‘e t{{r of Customs for his \u\dumla‘mli!w of these two
:SO::)(?IO“S, and the following is a quotation ﬁ%m his 1‘c’p]v “—-
. “']‘Iﬂ;:n;; o]l;lc);%:vc the Clmm})er my own imprnssi&n of
ot i‘“ ev(;: Y :\n(l that isthat it shall be distinetly
e 'y m-:\mlcsb what the contents of the cargo

ave wnder some distinet fori; such as .

“ 300 Dales picce goﬁxlé,

50 hhds. beer,
it heing i “A100 ms('\,s wine,
e i‘l ‘(‘11\;\10 llmmntt»rml how many hales are Tukey
e l)%;cc "oo.d 5-“']?’ Jluclcoucts, Pri})bs, orany other class
N 800685 andhow much §s Champagne, Sherry, -
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« &a., in the case of wine ; and so-on.  The, object is to
e gxelude such a term as merchandise, (which may mean
¢ Picco Goods, or Granpowder, Acids; Sulphw) and the
« oqually vague term of sundrics.” .

The Collector has suggested, however; inorder to avoid

any possible doubt on the question, that the Board of
Revenue should e requested by the Chamber to confirmy
theso views, with which objeet I now have the honor of

addressing you.

Trror Board of Revenue to Chamber of
Comunerce.

Caleutic, the 19tk March, 1868.

With roference to your letter of the 11th instant, I
am directed to state that the Colleetor of Customs, Cal-
cutta, has clearly and correctly stated the purport of the
notification issued in the London Gazetle of the 22nd of
November last. )

2. Tam further divected to submib for the information
of the Chamber of Commorce a copy of a lotter No.
1167°C., dated the 74l instant, which bas been addressed
10 the Government by the Board on the subject of the
objections raised to the notification in cquestion by the

Glasgow Chamber.
Trom Board of Revenue to Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutia, the 17th March, 1868.

With rofexence to your Momorandum No. 703, dated
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the 26th ultimo, forwarding for report & memorial to ¢l
address of the Right Hon'ble the Scerctary of State fc “?
India, from the Chamber of Commerce and Mmmf"wh f"l>
) of the City of Glasgow, remonstraling against Lhe‘ s et
enforcement of the provisions of Scction: 33 and ‘31 w;'
the Indian  Consolidated Customs’ Act of 1863, ; .
nounced in the notification published Dy the Gov;m:lm:
of India, and also in the London Gazette of the 22 lcn
November last, Tam directed to state that it is 1-:)1“' "
from a perusal of the memorial that the Mcmbc;'sl E)?]flm
Chamber of Commerco ab Glasgow are at prescrl::,

unaware of the grounds on which the publication “of the "

tification was deemed ary; o riher
have formed an exaggerated bonéi;sr‘i‘c::} 1;‘;11'[‘0‘““’“ Nl
ier of .its requirements, et Hhe shaste-

2. AThc information which the law requires M:
of sInPS to enter in their manifests, and t; whicl “Sl"frs
:\ttcnt;un w.;s called in the notification, was n:: )njgxca?c'g
upon for cither fiscal or statistica rposcs in T
land, all c:ommercinl :_md' Lmd;"‘iﬂ:‘;fg°’;;~ Llﬁ: —_—
E:;L comp\liedlfl‘om the full -data contained in CBO:‘IIII“t?fV'

- N - . >

Cad‘;}cascxo:?l ll:‘;;dd;uiid (?esclrxpti@ of the .contents of
(t,:rms of Abhc notiﬁc:ubinl;il“]}i( tll:z i:'t hi(rs t;‘fc t:i‘chOl;, t‘l“e
: Jx;lthsf;?“ﬁs;;xz? :f 'all g«.mds Aimportc:l" is to he cnccereg
i st ‘rozless?l in 1§l§ manifest, and aceording
e tproved | “;n in which such returns are to b:

oo b scrip fon of the particular sort or king of
i‘:;\: ::, ;( M; lcinb‘::mcd i each case or package in detail ?s
o e The s’e of such loose torms
dize” or “sundries” in the manifest, is
that the Master is

as “merchan-

prohibited, hut all

called upon to report is the’ genera
genera
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nabure-and character of the contents of cach case 3 a de-
tailed description of cither weights or quantities was not
required.

3. The facts which drew attention 1o a laxity in the
procedure pievalent in the Custom House, and to the
of enforcing the requirements of the law were

necessity

* mentioned by the Collector of Customs in his letter

No. 337, dated the'2nd of October, 1866. In that commu-
nication the Collector stated that two TDoxes loosely de-
seribed in the ship’s handi:
Tad accidentally exploded while in transit to the Custom
House; and that it was then for the first timo discovered
{hat they contained in the one instance lucifer matches,
and in the other inflammable acids. .

ifest as containing

4. TUnder the Indian Customs’ Act all goods, other
than those of an inflammable and dangerous character,
are required to be taken to the Custom House for exami-
nation and appraisement, and Scetion 54 of the Act au-
{horizes Masters of ships to call upon the Custom House
authori
may mob bo cleared before the expiration of fifueen days
after the entry of any vessel, or at any carlior period, if
in the Bill of Lading. The strict enforce-
ment of the provisions of Scction 84, therefore, is clearly
vy for the general protection of the properly
Gustom House, and for the safety of the

50 specificd

necess
stored in the
buildings themselves.

5 in which the Master of a ship may

5. "To meeb case
age,

e unable 1o specify the contents of any box or pack:
he Collector of Customs has Ticen directed to open all

lies to receive and tale charge of all goods which*

i
i
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such in some open place without the Custom House
]uem% s, and on no aceount to receive them' within the
building: - This precaution, together with the strict en-
forcement of the penaltics of the law in all cases in
which Masters of ships arc unable to-specify the (‘]lAl'z\’C-

ter of their goods, or enter an ervoncous deseription in

their manifests, will, the Board believe, insure the oene
gene- -

. ral security of hoth public and privaie property within
the port. : :

46, The original recommendation made by the Chambey
of Commecree, that Lucifer Matches and cv’cry deseri] )lio’
of combustible and explosive avticlo should be bmlual l:
under the operation of Act 11T of 1863, was sup) )ortedbl :
ihe Board, but whether the Government are l)lms‘ dJ ‘ly
legislate further in this direction or not. it is slcill‘ nC( o
sary that the presence of all such inﬂm‘nm:\hic anic icls-
and the cases in which they are contained, should be 1 Lt('si'
by Masters of vessels in their manifests, ' o

Defective working of the éustoms’ Aet,
No. VI.of 18G3, ’

The cx})edxcnoy of revising this Act is gencral
Iy rocognized, and has beecome more th?n rer
by e o ¢ > an ever
ppavent {0 your Committee from o perusal of

tiwo cases lately submitted
oy ttted to them by members

It .
No(‘ \\Eulil appear thet dwing the- storm of
vember last a cargo boat with 119 -bales

of Picee : i
ce Goods to the consignment of Messrs
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Carlisles, Nephews and Co. was gunk in the river ;
__93 bales were afterwards recovered by various
means, and each ot as it arrived in the Custom-
Touse was sold and duty levied thereon in the
usual manner. The remaining 26 bales were to-
tally lost, and although the consignées were will-
ing to tender to the Collector of Customs the same
evidence as has been considered sufficiently con-
clusive o cnable them to recover the value of the
goods from the under-writers, - the full import
duty was demanded under Section 49, which
Section your. Committee contend ‘is totally in-
applicable to the case in question.

An appeal was made to the Board of Reve-
nue, but, after the -usual delay of two or three
months, it was rejected, not under the Section
referrod to by the Collector, mor indeed un-
dor amy Scction whatever, -but chiefly because” -
«he alleged loss of the goods has not oc-
¢ gurred in the actual presence of the Police,
« or the Officers of Customs.” With due respect-
for the opinion of the Board, the Committee
Tiave no hesitation in saying that if, according to
the present Act, the mercantile -cornmunity have
to depend for protection to their goods during the
oceurrence of a cyclone on the obscrvations of
the Police or the Officers of Customs, it is time that
the Act was altered, and another law passed hear-
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ing upon the question at issuc. Meantime the
case has been submitted o the: Government of

Bengal, and it is to be hoped His Honor the -

Lieutenant-Governor will take {he last paragraph
+ ’ . . e

of the:Chamber’s letter into his favorable consi-

deration,

:Auother insfance which canic before your Com-
mittee was the retention of sundvy Dales “of
Grey Jacconets by-the Collector of Customs under
Section 27 of the above Act. Without, discussing
the merits of this particular case, or more tlm:
casually adverting to the fact that {hese goods
remained unsold for a considerable pcriod\aﬂ,cr
they were taken over on account of Government,
and were disposed of afterwards privately, af .
]o'ss, and in contravéntion of the Act, ’\vhio;
diveets that, after the transfer, the C:Dllccfu’r
« shall then cause the goods to be sold by )ubiic
auction after due notice in the Official G’diz*tte ”?
t}xe Committee would simply poiul out the il;" :
tice and hardship to which all classes of ]LLEO
commun.ity are exposed by the ‘cxoe.sswc Ppowers
vested in the most subordinate Officey of leS
toms,' at whose  dictum, though unsup, >or:S¢i
by evidence, properly may he comiscnt‘sdI 01
the greatest possible inconvenichee and o
cnufcd to respectable merchants by ihe ; ;
sers’ ignorance of {he val : | opbri-

g . Yhe value of {lgge articleg

annoyance -
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jor which a specific tariff rate has not been fixed
by Government. :

The Committee are decidedly of opinion that it
is incquitable for the legislature to compel im-
porters either to surrender their goods at a valua-
tion . which the appraiser may consider to be
under their proper value, or to pay duly on the
value as estimated by this official ; and the Com-
miltee believe that if goods so detained were to
e taken over at the appraisers’ valuation, or even
an approximation therclo, cases such as the one
zeferred to would be unknown. ’

Frong Chumber of Commerce to Govt. of Bengad.
: Culeutta, the 26th March, 1868.

The.Committee of the Chamber of Commerce divech
me to request youwill bring to the notice of His Honor,
the Licutenant-Governor, a late decision of the Board of
Revenue with regard to a claim for import duty preferred
by the Collector of Customs under the - following excep-
tional circumstances.

2. A consignment of 119 bales of DManchesler goods
to Messts. Carlisles, Nephews and Co. of this city was,
on the 1st November last, transferred from the ship
Saint Lawrence to a cargo hoat for the purpose of heing
Janded as is usual at the Custom House Wharf. During
that night’s eyclone the hoat in question was sunk, and
of the 119 bales 93 have been: recove (‘.d,. and reduced
duty (as provided for inthe case of damaged goods) has

K
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- Jeen paid thereon, while the other 26, so far as can he )

ascertained, have been totally lost.  On these labter the
Collector of Customs elaims full import duty. :

3. In order to disposc of the damaged bales with as
little official delay as possible, Messrs. Carlisles, Nephews
and Co., complying with the 184th. Scction of the Cus-
toms Aect, immediately deposited the entire amount of
the duty payable on the sound value of the consignment
with the Colleetor, * subject to a deduction for (;bho da-
“ maged condition in which a certain portion of the
 goods are, and for the total loss of such bales as shall

“ nob e vecovered from the wreck of the cargo hoat.”

On subsequent applieation arefund.for the damaged
bales was allowed, but it was refused for the bales fosb
under Scetion 49, which provides that—

. “If any goods entered 1'!1 the Report or Manifestshall
. Fob be found on bo:frd of the vessel, or if the quantity
. found be SllOl"b, and if sueh deficiency be not accounted

f(jr to the satisfaction of the Officer in charge of the

Custom Housc, the Master or Commanderof s:ch vessel
-shall b? liable, in addition to full duty, to a penalty not
e§cughng twice the amount of Duty chargeable on the
missing or deficient goods, if they be capable of being
l\SSOiScf‘ therewith ; or if they bhe not, to a penalt; n:t
exceeding five hundred Rupees: for every mi‘ssh}: o
deficient package of unknown valae.” e e

«
«
«
“
‘@
«

«

.’l‘hc Collector, liowever, for
himself, does not
of any penalty,

reasons hest known to
appear to.have demanded the payment

4. Replying to their appeal, the Board of Revenue
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inform Messes. Carlisles, Nephews and Co. ¢ thal the

« law contains no provisions for refund of duty paid on
« goods entered for home consumption and lostin transib
“ to the shore, and that though it is very possible they
« have lost the goods, as stated Dby them, there is
« nothing to show that they were irretrievably lost, and
< have not since passed into consumption,” and, conse-
quently, that their application for arcfund is rejected.

5. Thie scems to the Commitbee of the Chamber a
most unjust decision, as, in the first place, the Custom
House officials haveno right fo take advantage of a
deposib made in conformity wigh Scction 184, previous-
Iy alluded to, to claim duty on goods never received ; nor
can the reburn of such a deposit he regarded asa “re-.
fund of duty paid;” and, in the second pleco, the Com-
wmittee think, and they feel sabisfied His Honor will
agree with them, that, setting aside altogether the high
commercial standing of the firm certifying to the total
loss of the bales, ovidence: sufficiently conclusive to
cenable merchants to recover from widerwriters ought to be
perfectly satisfactory to the Customs’ Department.

6. The amount involved in- the case under notice is
ot vory scrious ; but, in the interests of underwriters
and the commercial community generally, the Commitico
of the Chamber consider it incumbent on them to lay
“the facls hefore His Honor, the Licut.-Governor, and to
solicit the cxcrcise of his authority in reversing the
decision of the Board’ of Revenue. If no deposit  had
been paid, no duty would have been demanded, as ab
leasl onc instance on record proves and if, as the
Board states, the law contains no provision. for repay-
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ment claimed under similar  circumstances  to  those

detailed, the Committee are of opinion that the omission
should he rectified as speedily as possible.

Time allowed for application for Refund of Exte
port Duty on short Shipmenis and Relands.

The Chamber’s action in this matter has result-
ed in the framing of {he following Bill, which
received the assent of His Excellency, the Go-
vernor General in Council, on the 2nd April.

Tt will be remembered that Section 132 of the
Consolidated Customs’ Act (No. VI of 1863) au-
thorizes the refund of export duty levied upon
goods not shipped, or on goods shipped and af-
terwards re-dlanded. The privilege, however, was
accompanied by a condition that the application to
re-land should be made, or notice of non-shipment
given, before the vessel left port.  The Chamber,
as related in former Reports, represented that the
:Scction Wwas practically a dead-letier owing to {he
tmpossibility, under the present system of Jusi-
ness, of conforming to the stipul
sent Bi_ll; accordingly, extends thie time within
w.hich the application or notice may he made, or
given, to three cleay working days affer the v " el
has left port, -

ation ; and the pre-

85
No. 10 of 1868,

A Bill 1o amend. the Consoliduted Customs™ Aet.

Whereas Section 132 of the Consolidaled Customs’
' Act (No. VI of 1863) provides
that no refund of duty levied
upon goods not shipped, orupon goods shipped and after-
wards re-landed, shall he allowed unless application
to re-land shall have been made, of notice of non-ship~
ment shall have been given, hefore the vessel on which
such goods were intended to be shipped, or from which they
were re-landed, shall have left the port: Andwhereas it is
expedient to extend the time within which such applica-
{ion or notice may be made or given ; It is hereby enacted
as follows :—

Treamble.

1. Tor the proviso contain-

Amendinent. of Ack No. VI o7 2id Secli .
of 1863, Seotion 132, ed 131 the said bcchm'l the fol
lowing shall be substituted :—

Provided that no such refund shall he allowed unless
application to re-Jand shall have heen made, or notice of
non-shipment shall have heen given, within three clear
working days after the vessel on hich such goods were
intended to he shipped, or from which they were re-
landed, shall have left the port.

2. This Act may he called the “Consolidated Customs’
Shott title. Act Amendment Act.”

Proposed alteration of Seclion 52 of the Cus~
toms’ [Actj and suggeslions to remedy the
existing evils allending - the landing and ship=
ping of goods.

On the 4th January last the following commn-
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nication was addressed 4ot ver.

fenga], ‘rcquosti.ng that the al'llecmgri:: l;:l:rcl:@todf
ﬂzmiamq tCt:’!I;umlLtee in their last repoxt, ﬂ;g cof\-
femed b; {.W]e ili"df-ycarly ‘m’ccting in December,
am;_ Sccti(;n o:z; bly entertained by Governmcnt’
o Seetion él.)m;';ll:z:cd It: correspond with th(;
vie 2 was supposed
;Lli:lo‘zl \gﬁ%‘c} bbc taken on the subjlcft whesoil;ﬁz
el 1 n:e ] \ﬁas read, as changes in Customs’
P, th;’ 1nem y passed af that season ; hut
iy g wguluzlsteps have been taken towards com-
second letter wi: fz:\c\:)'?l :{‘cl“(lﬂtifns o A
e g arded on the 20th i
I;I;;ch;;o::&ly 1hns 1{0011 received. It is ﬁﬂ:sl}a?
i g et tvmt the proposed alterations meet
i M“IY.; p]ox al of 11{@ Chambers at Bombay
o ﬂ;c mcs, :D‘Lh.of which have promised to sup-
o audats]::% g\;m{gh their respective Govern-
tant changes may'so;nul "]tzi::&’: flt thesoimpor

From Chamber of Commerce 1o Govt. of Bengal:
Caleutta, the 411, January, 1868
The inconvenience fye ) .
operation of Section 52
having been prominent]
Committee of the (i
months ago, it w.

l'qncub‘ly experienced  hy  the
of the-Consolidated Customs’ Act
y }l)ruughb to the notice of the
e u}o?:n;c(r of Commerce some few
; ; as resolved to appoi e

X A appoint a Sub-Committee,

repuesing | © Shipping and Importers’ interests,
fuire: carefully into the subject nnld :;;m:n"‘;mcjﬁ,
) b to the
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Chamber any alterations they might eonsider expediont,
cither in the Section referred to, or any other Scetion of
the Act, in view to increasing the facilities of the port,
and mitigating the inconvenicnces complained of.

The sub-Committee have lately submitted the resulb of
their deliberations, which has hbeen :\pproved of and |
adopted by the members of the Chamber at their hall-
yearly Mecling on the 11th ultimoe; and I wm now
instructed by the Committee to solicit His Honor- the
T.cutenant-Governor’s favorable and carly iderati
of the recommendations suggested,whicharcas follows :—

rovides that if the consignee of any goods
orking days

Seetion 52
does nob take delivery of them within 15 w
after date of ship’s entry, the Master of the vessel shall’
o ab liberty to land them ab the Custom House.

“Tho operation of this clause is found in practice to be
often attended with the greatest inconvenience, because
importers who are anxious to receive their goods as soon
as possible cannob get delivery-of them in consequence of
consignees of cargo, ready to he disqlmrgcd, not removing
{heir packages as they come to hand, and if the Captain
Jands them before the expiration of 15 days from date of *
ship’s entry he cannob have them held by the Custom
Touse for freight and charges due thereon to the ship.

This compulsory delay farbher ontails a very serious
addition to the heavy expenses ships coming to the port
have to mect, any diminution of which would greatly
Denefib commerce.

" Tt has, therefore, been proposed that the time preseribed
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by the Customs’ Act should be reduced from 15 {o 5
days,—a limitation which, in the words of the Report,
““wwould in no respect alter the position of the - Master,
agent of the ship, or consignee of the goods from that
which at present exists, excepl that, instead of having
to wait 15 days before being able to get rid of the cm'«":
the result would be that the vessel could proceed wibe;
her discharging after 5 working days from date of
entry, and the consignee-of the goods would have only
that length of time, instead of 15 days as at prosent,

to decide what disposition he intended to make of hi;
goods, and to prepare eniry papers accordingly.”

_“ This scoms to the Committec,” and their opinion hag
bce'n endorsed by the Chamber, “to be ample time in all
or(:[maxy cases; and not only will the despateh to the
ship be a great object, but it will also tend to place mer-
chandise in the hands of such importers as are anxious to

obtain prompt delivery much sooner than the e:
law permits.” ) ‘

sting

) Another p]:oposition in the Report alluded to, regard-
mg.dnty-pnymg imports sent to the Custom J;'[aus; for
\\'l'uclx the Committee of the Chamber venture to éluim
His Honor’s special attention, is as follows

“ In order to avoid the e it

a great delay, risk of damao
ot o axvol amage,

and chf:“len resulting from having to send all imp;'rt
i’;:;o'd]s, liable 'to duty into the Custom House premises,

uc ave at times greatly crowded and incapable of l'ei
celving tlllem as fast as landed, the Committec are o
opmnion that a change in tl :
h ang he law should e
rb;.\mg im Importer authority to land and send an iril\iz?c’
of goods dix is . o

goods direct Lo.lns own godowns, or clsewherey less a
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‘suflicient number of packages representing in value the
mated amount of duty chargeable. These should-he
sent to the Custom House for appraisement as at present,
and could be selected by mumbers, on the packages, or
talken promiscuously from the entire pareel, under dirce-
tions from the Custom Touse authorities to the Preventive
Officer on board the vessel. The effect Lo the importer
would be a considerable reduction in cooly and hackery
hire, decreased liability to damage from frequent hand-
ling, and & saving of time-in obtaining possession of
his invoice; while the Revenue would be sufficiently
protected from loss by having goods in hand representing
in value the full amount due for duty, and the uncer-
tainty as to which pacl&ngcs would be taken for cxamina-
tion would be a guard against fraud, At the same time
if only 10.per cent. or 20 per cent. of the quantily of
merchandise now daily received in the Custom House
premises Were sent there under the new system, it would .
nob only pub a stop to the ove
o want of accommodation, which are now so vife, but
would also probably result in a reduction of the stafl at
present employed ab the Custom House, and lessen the
expenses incutred in the collection of dutics.”

wding and complaints as

It is deemed unnecessary to enlarge on the advantages
which will acerue from the adoption of these recommen-
dations, as the Commitice feel satisfied they will be suffi-
ciently apparent to His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
without further comment to ensure his favourable consi-
deration and- support ; and they venlure, therefore, to
express the hope that carly steps will be taken by ihe

" Govéermment of Bengal for carrying these dmportant
changes into effect.
- L
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From Chanber of Commerce lo Goot. of Bengal.
Caleuita, the 20th April, 15683.

«T am directed by the Comuhittee of the "Chamber of

- Commeree to request the favor of your informing them

if any action hasas jeb been taken regarding the letter

they addressed to you on the 4th January, submitling,

for the consideration of His Honor the Licutenant-

Governor, the expediency of amending the §2nd Section
of the Consolidated Customs Act.”

Relaxation of the Port Rule of Calcutta, issued
" in November, 18G4,

At the date when the last report was written
no reply had heen received from the Government
of Bengal to the Committee’s letter of September
20th, 1867, pointing out the hardships which, in
some cases, resulted from the strict enforcement
of the abovc-mentipned rule ; but it will be seen
from the following communications that the Go-

* vernment of India, acting on the suggestion of
the: Chamber, has modified it to ) a certain
.ex(:cn’t., and sanctioned a relaxation which, it
is believed, will give great satisfaction to masytel‘s
;{'dvesscls leaving this port at ‘the seasons speci.—
eda.

Froin Govt. of Bengal to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, the 11th Lebruary, 1868.

I amﬂdircctcd to acknowledge the receipt of your Ilets
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{ox of the 20th, September Iast, submitting the recom-
mendation of the Chamber of Commerce for a relaxa-
tion, in certain cases, of Rule 26 of the Revised Code
of Rules for the Port of Caleutta, requiring thab vessels
swithin the limits of the Port shall have their topgallant
masts and yards on deck during certain periods of tlie

year, .

2. Tn reply, T am directed to forward for the infor-
mation of the Chamber the accompanying copy of a cor-
respondence, from which it will be scen that, on the re-

dation-of the Li t-Governor, the Governor
Gieneral in Council has sanctioned the following addition
to the Rule above quoted :— :

 Ships about to leave the Port may, however, after they have lof
their moorings and dropped down to Garden Reach, be allowed fo sendt,
thir topgallont masts and yards loft twenty-four howrs buforc they
“leare Port,

3. A Notification on the subject will be issued in the
Calculta Gazette for general information.

From Offy. Master Attendant to Govt. of Bengal.
Culeutta, the 4th October, 1867.

With. referonce to memorandum No. 4089 of 28th
ultimo, and the accompanying communication, here-
with returned, from the Sceretary to the Chamber of
Commerce, I have the honor to report, for the information
of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor, that it is not,
in my opinion, advisable to comply fully with the recom-"
meridation contained in the letler above quoted.

2. The Cycloneof 1861 was preceded by none of the
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nsual- signs of an approaching gale, and there weve no
Iess than twelve ships which lad applied to he hauled
out of their moorings on the day the Cyclone actually
oceurred, which is an usual and indeed almost cox\st:u;t
ocemrence just before the commenecement of the Doorga
Poojah holidays. N

3. The presence of twelveships with their topgallant
masts on end in the moorings on the ocourrence of o
Cyclone would, in my opinion, render the rule under
discussion practically useless, as it is well known that caias-
trophics like that of October 4th, 1864, do not oceur by
all the vessels being simultancously driven from their
moorings by the foree of the wind, but by the parting
{from her moorings; perhaps, of a single ship, which fo\\l:
a sceond whose cables - are already searcely able to hold
her on, and part immediately the extra strain isapplied to
them. The two ships then fall on the top of those to
leeward of them, and the result is that, from the hreaking
advift of one vessel, the wholé of the ships in the tiers tz
leeward of hier are carried away from their moorings, and
the wreck and confusion become general. -

4. Tor these considerations Tam nobprepared to advise
that the rule should be relaxed in the case of ships in the
moorings, but I think that ships about to leave'the port
might be allowed twenty-four hours to send their {op-
gallant masts and yards aloft, provided they left the moor-
ings and dropped down to Garden Reach before commen-
cing to do so. )

5. The working of the ruléis made as little burden-
some as possible ; thus, at the commencement of the period;
say the st of October, any ship that is going away bc:
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ween bhat date and the Gth inclusive, s, on a)splioniiox.‘ .
permitted to keep her masts on ond with ‘the mast ropes
vove ready for suiking. At this present the number of
ships so exempled from the operation of tho rule is 27.
The number so, cxempted on the st of May last was 16 5
and, similarly, ab the end of the two periods during which
the rule isin oporation, no ship aiving within three or
four days of the end of the period is compelled to strike
Tier topgallant masts. :

6. Toomuch stress, I consider, is]aid upon the diflicul-
ty of sending topgallant masts up on the passage down
the river. Large ships are sometimes three and even four
days getting.to 'sea, and the masts cai surely be senb up
while at anchor during that time, and if the demoraiized
‘state of the crew is brought {orward as a ground of difticul-
ty, that can scarcely beadmitied as a veason for Jjeopardiz-

. ing the safety of the Government moorings,and the shipping

generally.

7. Tt used to bo common tosend bopgallant masts down

_at sea in gales of wind, and the masts would be sent up
again when the weather moderated, whilst the ship was
still rolling ina heavy sca.

TFrom Govt. of Bengal to Govt. of Indic:
Culcuita, the 18th December, 1867.

T am dirccted to forward herewith a copy of the
papers noted on the margin, from which it will be per-
ceived that the Chamber of Commerce have objected to
Tule 26 of the Code of Rules for the Port of- Caleutta,
which requires {hat all vesscls within the limits of the Port
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“all have their lopgallant masts wid yards on deck
uring certain periods of the year, and have recommend-
ed "a relaxation of the .rule in favor of vessels ready to
Jeave the Port. '

2. The Master Attendant, who was consulted, is-also,
it will be perceived, in favor of a relaxation of the mle"
though he does not advise such relaxation in the case n;’
ships in moorings, but only in the case of those which
have quitted their moorings and dropped down to Gar-
den Reach,
. '3. In view of all the circumstances of the case the
Lm{l!vcn:mtvGo\‘ernur desires to recommend that the fol.
IowmAg clause may be sanctioned as an addition to the
rule in question,

< Ships about to leave the Port may, however, after
tlley have loft their moorings and dropped down to
Garden Reach, he allowed to send their topgallant masts

and yads aloft -four s .
pmu}’ aloft, twenty-four homov Defore they leave

Detention of the Overland Mails in Bombay.

The Committee having noticed that on two or
three oceasions, when the overland mails were
landed at Bombay too late for the ordin.

leaving there at 6-30 p. ay train

a they were detai

v g : detained

;\nt\l the 1{0110\\'mg evening—on one occasion 21

ours, and on another 17} i
) er 175-—to the great

] : annoyan
and inconvenience of {he public iy
ublic,

immediately
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called the attention of Government to the matter
with a satisfactory result, as will he scen from the
annexed correspondence i—

Chamber of Comnerce Lo ‘Government of Indic.
Caleutta, the 16th March, 18G8.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct -
Tne to request you will do them the favor of staling the
cause of the greal and apparently unnecessary detontion
of the overland mails in Bombay.

By reference to the T clegraph Gazette of the 22nd Teb-
ruary you will notice that the TEnglish mail steamer was
signailed ab Bombay ab £-20 P. M. of the 21st idem, and,
allowing 5 hows for her arival in harbour, the mails
would have been landed about 9-30 P. 35 bub they were:
not, despatched uhtil the following cvening by the ordi-
nary half past six train, or 21 hours after arrival.

Again on the Gth instant, the steamer was, signalled
al 8 p.at.; the mails were probably Tanded ab 1 4.0 of
the 7th, butwere detained until lalf past six T, M. or
about 174 hours.

The Committee conclude that these delays were unne-
- cossary from the fact that the mail of the 18th February,
delivered in Caleubta this worning, was signalled ab
Bombay on the 11th instant ab 9 2. 2L; and was forwarded
Ty five o’clock Iwpress the following morning. Ifin this
and other instances reasonable despateh was found practi-

cable, swrely similar wailway arrangements might always
7 e eflected for the public convenience.
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Tt will he satisfactory to the Committee of the Cham-
Ler to learn that His Excellency the Governor General
in Council has been pleased to issue such strict orders

on this subjeet as will prevent a recurrence of the delays
experienced,

From Gout. of India to Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, the 21st April, 1868.

T am dirccted to acknowledge the 1'cceiptv of your Se-‘
cretary’s letter, dated the 16th March, 1868, complaining
of the detention of two Overland Mails in Bombay.

2nd. Inxeply I am to state that the circumstances of
tie detentions have heen ascertained. The mails thab
were delayed were extra mails conveyed to Bombay by
Government Transports, and the causc of the delay is not
attributable to the Post Office.

3rd. Tam to add, however, that arrangements are in
progress which will obviate delay in the despateh of the
mails on arrival at, Bombay.

Copy forwarded to the Director Gencral of tho Post
Office of India, with the request that special trains may be
"employcd Wwhenever there'is a probability of their reach-
ing Jubbulpore in time to cateh the frain the day previous
to which the mails would be forwarded, supposing they
were despatched from Bombay by the ordinary (r:in.
The Textile Manufactures and Costumes of the

People of India.
LRV

The Committce print for information the cor-
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vezpondence they have had with Government re-
gnrding the disposalof the valuable work com-
piled by Dr. J. Torbés Watson, Reporter -on the
products of India to the Scerctary of State for
India in Council, on this subject.

The volumes in question contain 700 working
samples of cotbon, silk, and woollon textiles of
native manafacture obtained from varions places
in this country, and are all accompanied by de-
tails rospecting the length, breadth, and weight,
&e., of the picces of which they originally formed
a park ; the object of the collection being to” pro-
mote, encourage, and facilitale trade operations
Lebween India-and England. -

Only cighteen sets have been printed, soven of
which have been presented to Tndia, and the re-
maining nine are retained in Iingland, the idea
beihg, as the key to the work states, to “cnable
“the agent in Indiato refer the morchant or ma-
“nulacturer at home to a certain specimen, and
“ask-him to produce an article as like it as possi-
“Dble, or with such alterations as he may sce fit to
“suggest. And so, inlike manner, they may enable
“ihe morchant’ of one part of India fo deal with

_“the merchant of another, when, through-an exam-

““ination of these volumes, he learns that an arti-
# cleis made theré which will suit his customers.”

Ak the m:uomp]ishmont‘ul' these intentions de.
’ M
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pend entirely on the convenience . of reference
to the collections, your Committee applied io
Govermment to have them deposited in the Cham-

ber, and pledged themselves to their safe-keeping. *

THis Excellency, the Governor Genoral in Council,
however, seemed to consider the Indian muscum
2 more accessible and fitting place, but your Com-
mittee pointed out that the Chamber was in'the
centre of the.commercial quarter of Caleutta, and
that the placing of the volumes in the museum
was practically to render them useless, and to de-
feat the object of their compilation.

No final reply has, as yet, been received, but

the Committee doubt not that the reasonableness.’

-and equity of their request will be duly. acknow-
ledged, and that hefore another general mecting

is held the library of the Chamber will be en-

yiched with this valuable addition.

From Chamber of Commerce to Private Secretary to
His Honor the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal.
Caleutta, the 28th January, 1868.

Some days ago a book entitled «The Textile Manufac-
tures and Costumes of the People of India” was received
by me from Dr, J. Forbes Watson,India Muscum,London;
addressed to the Library of the Chamber of Commerce,
Caleuttn, but without any letter of explanation.

On examining the volume the Commiltee find that it is
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the key to.a collection of 700 working specimens of
cotton, silk and woollen fextiles of native manufacture
obtained from various parls of India, which have been
exceuted at considerablé trouble and expense by the
Tndin muscum, and prepared in twenty ‘sets of eighteen
volumes cach ; that seven of these sets are to be dis-
tributed in India, of which one set is intended for
Culéutta; and that certain conditions are attached to
the gift, which are as follows: —

1st. That the sct should be assigned in'trust to the
chief commercial authorities in.cach selected place, who'
should be required fo make it easy of -nccess to agents,
merchants, and manufacturers, resident and non-resident.

ond. ‘That the permancut protection of the work
should be provided for by placing it in the charge of
a proper and responsible person, or persons, in a
suitable building.

3rd. That the requisite “facilities for lting the
work should be afforded, subject, however, to the condi-
tion that under no circumstances shall any of the volumes
be removed for purposes of exhibition or reference : and

4¢h.  That access to the work be given to any person
bearing an order to the eflcct signed by officials as

enumerated.’

. The Committee further learn that these conditions have

been agreed to by the Chambers of Commerce of Belfast,
Bradford, Glasgow, Halifax, Liverpool, Manchester, &c.,
and that a sct of the volumes in question has been
presented to cach of these institutions ; and that, under
the instructions of - the Sceretary of State for India in
Council, seven scte have been forwarded to the respective
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tovernments  for deposition in Caléutia, Madras,
co. Under these eircumstances

Bombay, Kurrachee,
the Committee of this. Chamber. divect me fo request
you will kindly signify to ITis Tlonor, the Liculenant
Clovernor of Dengal, their ready acquiescenee in the
conditions imposed, and their desire to be constituted the
guardians of this valuable work in Caleutta,

" From Gout. of India to Gort. of Dengal.
Caleutta, the 10th March, 186S.-

Tam dirceted to acknowledge.the receipt of your lelter
No. 821, dated-the 15th ultimo, forwarding a communica-
tion from the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, dated the 28th
January, in which it is requested that Dr. Forbes Watson’s
work on the Texiile Manufactures and Costumes of the
people of Indin may be placed in the custody of the
Committee'oi that Chamber.

The application is based ona paragraph (15) in
Dr. Watsow’s memorandum, recommending  that  the

“baoks should be assigned in trust to the Chief Com-

mercial Authorities in the scleoted places. This para, :

T am directed fo state, was not overlooked by the

Governor General in Council when he cons

question of the best place of deposit for these book
But as there are'no such Chief Commercial Authoritics
at most of the places in India for "which the collections
were designed, as enumerated in para: 12 of the same
memorandum, and as it was desirable that the measures
for the custody of these valuable records ¢hould be of an
uniform character, it was consideréd expedient that the
sgls should be deposited in the various muscuis at the

deved the
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_places indicated, where they are fully accessible to all

persons.

3. The Governor General in Council believes that
these arrangements (ulfil the intentions of the Secretary
of State to whom they have been reported, and that they
will also e convenient for the commercial and general

public,

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.

Caleutia, ihe 25th March, 1868.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce instruch
me toaddress you with feference to your letter No. 1229,
dated the 10th instant, to_ the Junior Seerctary to the
Covernment of Bengal, a copy of which has been for-

warded for their information.

The request preferred by the Committee that Dr. T
Watson’s work on the Textile Manufactures and Costumes,
of the people of India should be placed in their custody
is declined on the ground that there are no Chief Com-
at most of the localities in-India for

mercial autboritie
\which the collections were designed, and that it has heen
~ considered expedient-todeposit theminthe various muscums
at the places indicated, in order that {he provisions for
their s:\fe-l;ecpi‘ug should be of an uniform character.

his decision the Commmittee of the Chamber
respectfully appeal, and they trust His Excellency in
Council will admit on good and sufficient grounds, which

Against t

are these :— . . )
st At four outof the seven places in India fo which

sets of these collections have been assigned, commereial
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interests are represented by Chambers of Commerce, viz:
at Caleutta, Madras, Bombay and Kurrachee.
2nd. Six of the 13 scts reserved for Great Britain
have been presented to the Chambers of Commerce of

Belfast, Bradford, Glasgow,” Ialifax, Liverpool, and

Manchester ; and the other seven have been variously:

deposited in museums, Mechanics Institutes, &c., thus
ghowing that no necessity for uniform arrangementsexists,
s0 long as the conditions accompanying the gift are com-
plied with :—and .
31d. "The objeet of the work being to increase the
interchange of commodities between this country and Grenat
Britain, it should be depositedin, the place most easy of
aceess, and affording the greatest facilities to agents,
merchants, and manufagturers, which the Chamber, heing
in the ‘centre of the commercial quarter of Calcutta,

assuredly s, and the Indian museum, with cqual certainty,
is not, . '

Dr. Forbes Watson in presenting the Chamber direot
with thekey to this valuable work clearly indicated Ais
idea as to the most fitting place in Calentta for its deposit,
and the Committee submit with all deference that a body
representing some 80 firms in the Jargest emporium of
Tastern commerce has, atall events,” an equal right to
be eutrusted with a collection intended to benefit teade
as the Chambers of Commerce before enumerated.

. As the present disposal of the 'volumes is practically to
render them.useless as works of reference, and to defeat
th.c advantages inténded by the compiler, and likely other-
wise to accrue, the Committee of the Chamber will be
fuvored by your pressing a recousideration of their re-

auest on Mis Excelleney the Governor General in Counil..
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whe Budset for 1868-63.

The annual Financial Statement of the 'Gov‘en?—
ment of India was submitted to the Counnﬂ of ‘Hxs
Txcellency, the Governor General, by the R\’%ht
Ton'ble Wi N. Massey on the 14th March. ‘lhc
Budget estimates for the year ending Mareh 31st,
1868,—made up March 5th, 1867—shewed a de-
ficit of £557,522 ;but as opium yielded £1,100,450,
and the License Tax £158,000, more than the late

. Pinancial Minister had unl,ieipntgd, these sums,
" {ooether with about £225,000, derived from Land
&

Tax, Customs; &c., in. excess Aof (.h'c estim:\(:e_d
receipts, converted the doﬂ_c{enc»y into ':m ac-
tual swrplus of £355,390, notwithstanding 'u;
expenditure of £48,460,000, or :21,120,000, )m(;n ‘
than was expected. A loan of .;131,000,00(, ; o?.
Public Works was contracted d\n‘mg_thf past )rc:\lxl
“to cover the cst.imznted_dpﬁcit of £557,522, an

{hat has left an unexpended bul:m:cc of £442i478,
o be added to thie surplus of receipls over e.\pol;
diture, making a total of about 128[)0,00(') in lm;l :
o commence the current ymw,' the us(.fmatos O\f
which, to March 31st, 1 S(?f), give :\nP “\-0;1‘:;(;)03
£48,586,900, and expenditure 0[' ..l«iS,u 5 i
a further sarplus of .L:Zis,f)(iﬂ, and
it is supposed, the necessity for a loan
The  Budget must on

shewing
obviating,
i e current year. : :
during the curre Che e st o
the whole be considered satisfactory, shewing as
¢ > .
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does the elasticity of the Tudian Revenues, hut

it is to be regretted. that expenditure has in- -

ereased nearly in the same proportion as receipts.
Mr, Massey pointed out that it lad been
necessary to angment the pay of many officials
owing to the enhdnced cost of the necessaries of
life ; that two petty. wars had been maintained
during the past few )'e.:n's s and that there were
other causes of an exceplional wature which had
tended to bring about this cffect.; the public,
however, are led to infer that aside from the re-
quirements of public works—which are capable of
absorbing ang amount of money—a check may be
expected to the yearly creasing dishursements
of the Glovernment.

The Act for Taxing Professions and 'Frados.

No small swrprise was occasioned when the
TFinance Minister announced his intention to re-im-
pose the License Tax in a modified form nder
the above title, as, 11'1i0r to "the delivery of his
annual statement, it was currently anLicipaLcﬂ he
would yicld to the voice of public opinion, and
gracefully abandon a measure ‘so obnoxions to all
dlasses of the community, especially as it is believed
by those most compeient to judge that the receipts
!'mm opium during the current year will
i excess of the estimate. M, Massey,

be largely
lowever,
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contended that ithe Government could not afford
to park with any existing source of inconie, and
called upon the official members of the Vieeroy’s
Council to support, in defiance -of “all national
sts, an unpopular impost by which it was

prot

“caleulated that half a million would be added to

the Empire’s revenue of 50 millions !

Tn the face of the Right - Ionorable gentle-
man’s threat of resignation, and the declared dis-
inclination of the Government to listen to any
remonstrances, your Committee deemed it inexpe-
dient to wrge further the arguments’ against.
which, while disregarding ‘them, . Mr. Massey

“acknowledged he had no defence to make in strict

cquity.  On one point, however, it was necessary

- to apply for information, viz. :—as to the incidence

of the tax on Companies, thé Scction of the Act
referring thereto not being defined. with sufficient
clearness. The Financial Department, in its reply
given below, Tas seb this question ab rest ; and in
doing =0 has enunciated a novel idiosynerasy in
political cconomy by which {he profits a Com-
pany carns in one country are made tributary to
the revenues of another *

From Chamber of Commerce lo Govt. of India.
Calcutia, the 18th April, 1868.

As the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce fully
vepresented their views regarding the License Acton ils
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initiation it was not their intention to submit any further
markson the remodelled Bill which has recently re-

sived the assent of His Exeellency, the Governor Gene-
ral in Council; but such universal uncertainty seems to
prevail as o the interpretation of the 4th. Scetion that
they are compelled to request you will do them the-favor
of stating what is to be considered as constituting an
agency or branch of a company liable to a tax of Rs. 500,
within the meaning of the Act?

The Committee lmdclsbmd that all companics have
the option of paying a composition tax of Rs. 500 on’
each of their agencies, or of being assessed at the rate of
one per cent. on the dividend declared during the year;

-accordingly it is supposed that in the event of no dxvx-
dend being paid, no tax will be levied.

So far as Indian companies are “concerned these rules

may, to a certain extent, operate satisfactorily if their

unequal incidence is disregarvded ; but it is difficult to
comprehend how the Act proposes to deal with English
companies having a number of small agencies scattered
throughout India, and other parts of the world.

Talse, for instance, the Albert Life Assurance Company,
a very large Institution: with its head office in London,
and. three principal, Lesides about 125 minor agencies in
India. As probably by far the greater portion of his
company’s earnings ave derived from England and places
other than India, it seems unreasonable that 1 per cent, of
their declared dividend should be paid to the revenue of
this Empire ; and if it was elected to pay Rs. 500 for cach
agency they would confribute upwards of Rs. 60,000 to
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the State.  Such a - disproportionale application ‘of the
law was, of course, never contemplated, as with many
companies it would practically amount to a prohibition
on free trade by compelling them to shut up the greater
number of their branches. '

Again there are others with fwo or three agencies
(whoso shares like thoscof the company above quoted,
are all held in Bngland) not in a sufliciently prosperous

condition to pay Rs. 500 for cach, as exemplified ina -

Tetter written by the local agents of an Insurance Com-
pany to the Committee, wherciin they staté that the
whole ¢ business at present on our books is comprised in

“«hub a fow policies, as this branch was ‘only recently

« oponed,-and Rs. 500 will actually cat wp one-tird of the
91085 | i nob including advertising,
«&e” The Section of the Act under notice, therefore, if
ihe Committec interpret its reading corvectly, requires

modification, as_ it would check enterprise in a large
degree, withoub any corresponding advantage to the
Tixchequer.

Tt has been suggested that possibly the intention,
though mnexpressed,fwas to levy a tax of one per cent. on
the propertion of the declaved dividend carned in India
in the casc of English Companies with Indian agencies,
Dub the experience of the Committee, and the enquiries

they have made scem to show that it would be impossi-*

ble to delermine this amount with any acewraky.

The Commiltee deem it unnecessmy to multiply”

cxamples a5 they  feel satisfied that  the .cases
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already  cited will  sufliciently llustrate  ihe c,\‘pc-‘

diency of baving the fourth Scetion of the law more

_clearly defined, and the incidence of the tax on companies .

thereby set ab rest.

Trom Govt. of India to Chamber of Commerce.
- Culeulta, the 28tk April, 1868.
I am diveeted to 501{nn\vlcdgc the receipt of - your letter,
dated the 18th. inztant, on the subject of the operation of

Scction 22 of Act IX of 1868, in rcgard o the a
ment of Joint Stock Companies. )

2. 'Inreply Tam {6 observe that there appears to the

Gfovemur General in Council, no doubt, as to the meaning
of the Section 22. Tivery Joint Stock Company described
in that Section has now the option of paying Rs. 500 for
cach of its branches or agencics situated in British India,
or of paying onc per cent. on the dividend declared by
the Company during the year ending the 81st. Mareh 1868.
1t does not matber whether the dividend was declared in
England or in India, or-clscwhere, the one per cent. will
be chargéd on the entire dividend of thé Company.

] 3. The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce are

%-xght in supposiiig that in the event of no dividend hav-
ing been deglared, the - Company could claim exemption
from the tax.

4. With regard to the ease put of the A{bel‘t Life
Assurance Company, it may be true that an assessment
of Rs. 500 por ageney on cach of 125 agencies would be
2 heavy tax, but it is not ghown that one per cent, on the
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dividend of theCompany would be an incquitable assess-
ment. The cxact position of this Company is not, of
course, known to the Glovernment of India, but asswming
that it is correctly deseribed in the Investor's Mauual of
the Eeonomist of Junuary 25th. 1868, the capital of this
Company is £500,000, of which only £75,000is paid uj.

- The latest dividends appear to have been at the rate of 5

per cent. per annum, amounting therefore to £3,750.
The tax at one per cent. on this amount would be Rs. 375,
The Governor General in Council is not prepm:cd to admit
primd” facie that this is a very heavy tax for a Company
which has three Jarge branches ab the Presidency towns
(as evinced by the number and importance of their boards
of management ab those towns) and upwar ds of one bun-
died branches in other parts of India.

5. Inconclusion Tam to state that the Governor,Gene-
yalin Council is not prepared to propose any alteration in
the law, until it be better shown that its operation’ will
involve real hardship.

From Chamber of Commerce to Govt. of India.
Caloutte, the 30th April, 1868,

T am directed to acknowledge the rncéipb of your letter
No. 2558, dated the 28th instant, replying to the request
preferred by the Committee of the Chamber of  Com-
méree, for information regarding the assessmentof Joint
Stock Companies, under the 22nd_ Seetion of Act IX of
1868.

2. It i duly noted from para. 2 of your' communi-
eation, that every Joint Stock Company described in
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Section 22 has tho oplion of paying Rs. 500 for cach of
its branches or agencies ; _or ong per cent. on ihe divi-
dend declared by the Company during the year ending
Mareh 315t 1868, whether the dividend is declared in
]f]nglaml, in India, or elsewhere. The Committee of the
Chamber concur-in the opinion of His Txcellency, the
Governor General in Council, that no doubi, could xisl,
as to the meaning of the Section referved to in the “case

of solely Indian Companics ; bub they confess they  did
notsee in the wording of the clause such a clear 1|\Luplc-
tation in respeot of Companics docluing dividends “in
other.countries as was apparent to' His Ixcellency, and
they are, therefore, pleased to have the q\luxt,mn 50 deci-
dedly sel at vest.

3. The

Chamber as to the Government of India, and it was only
selectod for mention to ‘illustrate more clearly the points
on which information was desived ; had the views of . Go-
vernment regarding the working of the Jaw in such cascs
been understood, as they now ave, any reference on the

subject would have heen unnecessary, and the Committee.

nced hardly point out that it was hecause a aencral doubb
scemed to exist as to the position of Companics under
ihe Act, situated like the ¢ Albert,” that allusion was
made to that institution, '

4. Whileagreeing with His Txcellency that under the
reading of the law as set forth in your letter in comrse of
acknowledgment, the Tix payable by the « Albert” is
nob excessive, the ‘Committee do not alter their npix\im‘\
that the principle which males a Company pay one per

ct position of the « Albert Life Assurance
* Company” is as much unknown to the Committee of the
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cent. oria dxudmd carned in other countiries, and on which
faxes may have been elsewhere levied, is peculiar ; and it
was this which'the Commiltee wished t6 draw albention,
to ¢« unreasonable,” and not the <Nardship”in any
particular-instance ; neither can they seé anything in their
Tetter of the 18th instant to lead the Governor Genéral in
Couneil to think {hey consider Rs. 875 « a very heavy
tax for a large and flowrishing Company o pay.

Tendering you the Committed’s thanks foryour expla-

nation.

Revision of the Stamp Act of LB62.

YVour Committee arc unable to record any pro-
aress since last General Meeting in this matter.
Reports have heen contributed from the p]'csldon-
cies of Bombay and Madras, as well as from
Bengal, and it is uiderstood that a member of the
Supreme Legislative Council has undertaken the
task of compilation during his residence in Simla,
so that on the return of the Government to Cal-
cutta, the amended law may be brouglit into force
without delay. .

Relet Chariers

A (]\'(Lb(,lo'ﬂ having been 1.ns<,d during (,ll(‘ last,
six months as to whether in the case of a ship
oviginally chartered at a cer tain sum per ton, and




alterwards relet at an advanced [r
on completion of loading, the freight diffoyence

ight, payable

was payable on the net weight taken in; or a de-
duction should be made as a.reasonable allow-
anee for loss of weight, it was submiited to the
members of the Chamber for expressions of
opinion : The majority having decided in favor
of the advanced. freight being paid on the net

weight put on board, this ruling svas adopted -

by your Committee, and placed on the records of
the Chamber for future guidance.

Tight Elouse on the Greal Basses Rock; Ceylon,

"The Committee have nothing to add to the re-
marks on this important subject 131\111is1:o(l in their
last report; the following correspondence, however,

is vecorded as the latest  information which they

have been able to obtain respecting it.

From Superintendent of Light Iouses to Under-
»;S'ucr'c{am/ of State for India.
Oalcul{a, the 2Sth June, 1567,

With veference to your letter of the 7th June 1867,
and enclosure from the Board of Tradé, and in coutimm:
tion of my letter dated 10th instant, on the subject of
the Light Tlouse on-tlie Basses Rocks off Ceylon, T havo
the honor to report “that T yesterday had the ]mn’m- of n

- conference onthe subject with the Deputy Master of the
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Frinily Corporation, assisted by Mr. Donglas, the Lin-
gincer (o the Corporation, and I am authorized to state
that iny opinions, as regards the feasibility of the worlk,
were entircly concurred in, while,my proposals ‘and
designs for carrying it out were gencrally approved.

2, Tam aware that the Seerctary of State for India
Tast year discountenanced thé idea of India heing putto
any pecuniaiy expense in regaurd to this"work, but as
there can be no doubt of its value, both to the. loeal and
the general Trade of. India, Sir Staflord Northeote ma
possibly consider it desirable to vender such other assi
fance as-may be required, while T should be glad to un-
dertake the superintendence of the work, should it be
considered that my scrvices could be advantageously em-
ployed in that direction.

From Board of Trade to Under-Seeretary of Slate -

Jor. India.
London, the 6th June, 1867.

With reference fo previous correspondence respecting -

the erection of @ Light House on the Greal Basscs Rocl,
Ceylon, T'am dirceted by the Board ol Trade to
acquaint you, for the information o[ Sir Stafford North-
cote, that after conference upon the matter between re-
prosentatives of {his offico and the Colonial Office, the
designs of Colonel Fraser have been reforred to the Bider
Brethren of the Trinity Mouse for their opinion, and also
for that of their Engineer Mr. Douglas, whose great cx-
perience in the construction of Tight ITouses renders his
advice of peeuliar value; and 1 am to request that
Colonel Fraser may be instructed Lo place himsell'in com-
o
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niunication with Mr. Douglas, if the Elder Brethren
_should think such communication desirable.

From Under-Secretary of Stale for Indic to
Superintendent of Light ITouses.
London, the  7th June, 1867.

. T am direeted by Sir 8. Northeole to traismit, for your
information, ‘the accompanying copy of aletter from the
Board of Trade, and, with reference to what is thercin
proposed respecting a Light Tousc on the Great Basscs,
to-request that you will place yoursell in communi‘cnlimi
with’ Mr. Douglas, Engineer of the Trinity House,in
ch e\:eut of your receiving from . the Llder Brcth:*cu
an intimation of their desire that you should do so.

From Gout. of India, P. W. D. 6 Govt. of India,
. Military (Marine) Depl. ) ’
Caleutla, the 3rd Lebrucry, 1868.

Tn reply to Colonel Burne’s memorandum No, GGVdated
*30th Janvary 1868, the undersigned has the htinor to
forwnrfl acopy of the papers which contain thelatest in-
form:\tl‘)l} possessed by this Department on the subject of
the erection of a Light House on the Great ]jnajses oft
Ceylon, which, it is supposed, is the Light House referred
to by the Chamber of Commeree. N e

. Tight-houses at the Sandheads.

The report of the Light-house Cominittce, tooe

B vl ' . ;
th with the remarks and 1‘0001111]1011d{ltionsbof
His Honor, the Licutenant-Governor {hercon
N R ’
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are still under the consideration of the Viceroy -
in Council, and; consequently, £he erection of the
proposed works has not yet commenced. These
Light-houses will be an important advantage to
{he port, and it is to “be -hoped His Bxccllency
will see fit to sanction: the necessary cxpenditure
at an carly date. '

District Charitable Society.

On the accepted  invitation of the Committee
of this Institution, your President and Vice-Pre-
sident' were appointed ca-officio Viee-Presidents ;
and, in futute, the gentlemen elocted for the time
eing to fill these respective offices in the Chamn-
er willalso b ex-officio Vice-Presidents of the
Dishrict Charitable Socioly. .

whe Cyclone of 18G7.

Another of these disnstrous storms visited Cal-
cubba and its© vieinity: on. the night of the 1st
November lagh; and caused great Joss of life, .and
damage to property ; fortunately, however, owing
to the. divection of the wind, the shipping in the
river escaped .  with comparative impunity,
although a large number of” country boats were
swamped.




116

In co-operation with Iis Honor, the Licutenant-
Governor of Bengal, your Committee immediately
initiated a Fund for the relief of the sufferers, as
your President in his last address informed you ;
and the amount of Rupees 90,976 was speedily
subscribed by the public, and doubled by Govern-
ment, the Commitlee of the Orissa Famine and
‘Orphan Relief Fund kindly undertaking its proper
disburseient. . . )

This c:\lamiiy had the effect of calling atten-
“tion to the inefliciency and imperfect working of
the Meteorological Departiment, and a Committee
was appointed to consider, amongst other details,
the best and readiest means for warning the in-
habitants of Caleutta on the approach of a storm.
Tt was proposed that cerfuin signals should he
exhibited at the Chamber of Commerce, and other
public Institutions, on receipt of intelligence from
the Meteorological Reportei ; and your Commit-
tee, being  communicated with carly in February
lust, immediaiely undertook to provide the ne-
cessary signals, and to have them duly hoisted:

The Meteorological Committee promised to for-
ward a deseription of the proposed signals and
their use in the course of a fow d ys, bui up to
1the present time nothing further lias transpived,
and wnless the Lieutenant-Governor takes the
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‘matlerin hand, the next Cyelone will probably

find Calcutta as unwarned and unpreparcd.as

-ever.

Excess Measuremernt on Bales of Jule.
The Committee record in their Report the rul-
ing of the Chamber regarding the measurcment
of Jute, as announced by the President at the
last General ‘Meeting, viz :—that the average
measurement of the entire parcel specified in the
shipping order, whether the quantity is a full
cargo, or otherwise, must he taken ; and that the
master of a vessel has no right to claim freight on
the excess of any day’s shipment without admit-
tingas a set-off the under-measurement of ship-
ments on other days.

New Wiembers.

Messrs. A.. Walker and G. Fournier,
J. Thomas and Co.,

Huber and Co., )

T. D. Latapie and Co.,
Balmer, Lawrie and Co.,
Ullmann, Hirschhorn and Co.,
Wienholt Brothers,
Macknight and Co.,

Joln Atkinson and Co.,

»
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Hr. S. H. Robinson, Captain J. Paterson,
Superintendent of the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam  Navigation Company; Mr. R. Stoven-
son, locad Agent of the Hong-Kong and Shanghai
DBanking Corporation, Mr. 8. Cochrane; Manager,
Agra Bank, « Limited;” Mr. Tlias-S. Gubbay and
Mz, G. M. Blacker have been provisionally elected,
Dy. the Committee, members of the Chamber;
Messrs, Grindlay and Co. and Mr. R. Macallister,
Agent of the Tudor Company, have also been
re-admitted as members,. subject to- the usual
confirmation:

NIenmibers retired.

The Committec record the retiromiont from tlie
Chamber of Messrs. Mosley and. Iurst, through.
dissolution. of partnership:

Funds of the Chamber.-

The half:yearly balance of the funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 978-3-9, exclusive of the-
.reserve of Rs 10,000 in 4 per cent. Government
Securities.

HENRY CROOKE,
President:
Cirourta, I

30th April, 1868, %
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES

On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bultion, Gold
Dust or Coin .. w1 por
On the purchase (wheu in funds) or sale of Tndigo, |
Taw Silk, Silk Picce Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pro-
cious Stoncs, or Jowellery ...

22

On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
Tthe Agent . b
On the sale or purcliase of all othior goods=lhe
‘comumission in all cases Lo be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur
* chiases upon hoth cost and charges
On returns for Consigmments if made in produce
On returns of Consiguments if in Bills, Dullion, or
Treasuro w1
On aceepting Bills against Consignments w1
On the sale or purchnse of Ships, Tactories, TTouses,
Tands, and all property of a liko desoription
On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pr
perty of any deseription referred to Agency for
sale, whether advanced upon or otlierwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn 3 and o goods
y o others and

o

consigned for conditional deliv

 cent.

50 delivered, on invoico amount at 2s. por rupee. half com,

On making advances o procuring loans of money
for commercial purposos, when the agregate
commission does not oxceed 5 por cont

On oxdering, or receiving and delivering goods, or
superintending the fulilment of contracts, or on
the shipment of goods, whore no other Commi
sion i derived .

to
2

w2} por cent.

i

&

=

3

5

ix
On guarautecing Bills, Bonds, or other engagemonts,
and on becoming security for administration of
Tstates, or to Govermment for the disburscnient
of public money
On del-cradere o guarantesing tho due xenlization of

21
xceutors or

sales
On L]w nmm"amcnl of Estates for

Adiuinistrators .9
On chartering ships or engaging fominge for con-

1 to procecd 1o outports for

stitucnts for
Toading .
On advertising s tho Agents for Owners or Conne
manders of ships for -éabin passengors, on the
amount of passage moncy, whether the same
shall pass throngh the Agont’s hands ox not ... 2}
On procuring freight fora ship by a shipping order
or charter, or on procuriiig cmployment for a
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Caplain, or chavierers of a v ! upon
the gross amount of freight, brokorage iuclusi
On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to tho
Mauritius, the West Indics, ox clsowhore, upon -
the gross amount of carnings .. w5

On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or
clsewhero, on the gross amount of passage monoy
for raulk and filo gl

On realising inward freight, inward troop, Tmigrant,
ssage money . e

On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel
in distress, or on landing and selling by auction
damaged goods from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Mastor on behalf of all con-
cerned on tho declared value of all such goods
as may bo re-shipped, and on tho not proceeds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold .

n Opmm, Tndigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picce Cloods...

ure, Precious Stones, ox Jewellery ...

@

-

24 por ccut:




X . -

o
i3

2, On cflecting Tngarances, whether on lives or pro-

23, On scttling Insurance clums, lo<ses, and averages
of all classes, and on procuring- reburns of pre-
mium .

)
A

24, On drawing, purchasing, sclling, or negotiating Bills
of Exchange ... w1
25, 'On debts or other claims when a process ab luw or
aybitration is incurred in elaiming them e 21
Toe Or if recovered by such means ., w D
. 26, On Bills of Exchange relurned dishonored w1
N . 27, On collecting Iouse Rent . e 2%
A 28, On shi’s Dishursements o2l
i 20, On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any
loan on respondentic i e 23
! 30. On granting Letters of Credit ., " 1‘

i 31, On sale or purchase of Government Sceuritics and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on cv ery
exchange or transfer not by purchase from one
class to another

[
B

On delivering up Government Seewritics and Bank
orother Joint Stock Shares, on the market value

On all amounts debited and eredited within the year
(less the balance brought forard) npon which
no Commission amounting to 5 per cent. has
been charged ., .. w3

I
©
e

%27 Brokerage when paid is to he separately charged,

A, B, SHEKLETON,

Offy. Seciclary,

perty w1 per cent,

X1
TONNAGE SCIIEDULE for the Porr or Carcurrs, adopted ab the
General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, held on the

98th May 1830, The Schedule came into operation from 1st
January 1860.

vt per | G0
LIS, B et |
ARLICLES, - | Ton Nett: per Ton.
Aloes, in Bags and Boxes ... 20
Alum in Ditto e e 20
Aniseed, in Bags 8
Ano\uot»t in Cases e
As'\m,buh, in Bags and Boses’ 20
Apparel, in Boxes
Bak, in Bags nS )
Bees” Wax . . 0 cwhgro
Builla .
Betelnut . e 20
Books o
Borax or Tincal E() .
Brimstone .
]I;nllion i at per cent.
Cake-lac, in Bags 16 B
Camphor, in Cases 5
Cardamorns, in Robins
OXCH ;;3
Cassia, in Boxes E
in Bags
Cliina Root, in Bags speeee
" BO\C§ ._)0
Chiretta ;:0
ligars 50
Cloves, in Bags e
. Boscs 50
Coals e
Cochincal 50
Coilee, in Bags
Casks e
C‘oml Rough
Cotton, in Tales of 300 11 52
{on, not to exceed
Cowrics
Cuteh, in Dags
Dates, Wet
» vy
holl
Tlephants’ Teeth in Bulk .
Fuiniture




xii

et

LOLES Ct. per | Cable I

ARTICLES Ton Netk. ; per Ton.
Galie and Onions 12
Gingor 16
Gram . 2

Gums, in Cases

Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth

(.x\\nnh

Tempin Bales of 300 s, cech 5 {0 the

ton, not to exceed

Tides, Bufialo, or Cor, Cured

Toofs, Ilorn Shavings and Tips

Horns; Cow, Bullalo, o Deer

Indigo

Jute in Bales of 300 Ibs. mch, to tle tux\,)
-

not to exceed
Tac Dyo -
Lard
Linseed
Mace
DMachinery
Metals
MMirabolams
NMolusses
“ Mother o'Pearl, in Blugx
» Chests ..

l\[un_]cct
Mustard or Rape Seed
Nutmegs, in Cascs or Cask:
Nux Vomica
Oats.
0il, in Cues

p o Casks

Popper, Tong

Pl and Deals
Poppy Seed
Putchuck

taw Silk, in Bales
Rattans for D\nm'wc
Red Wood, Dit
Thea, in Bales, pcr Ton of 5 Bls. not esdg

Rice
Roping in Coils
Y Lincs and Twines,

in Dundles

20

ARTICLES.

Gt por | Guble
Ton Nett. | 1
per Ton,

" Tum, in Casks

Salower, in Bls. p. Ton of 5 Bls. not exd.

Sago, in O
Sal-amoniac, in Tags ..
» Boxes

Saltpotro
Salt
Sapan Wood for Dunnage ..
Sealing Was, in Casos ...
Sced-lac, in Cases

»”
Senna, )
Shells, Rougl, in Bags
Shell-fae, in Casos X
ngs .

SllL 1‘mcc Ooods

,Soap Conntry, in Cases

\Bags
v D Bar
Sticl Lac, in Casos
» Lags
Sugar

Tallow, in Cases or Casks...

Pamarinds, in Casos or Casks

Tupiocn
Tes - -
Poel Seol
Timber, Round

Squarcd
To\):\(‘co, in Bales
Tortoise Shells, in Chest
Turmeric

Wheat .
Wool

... |2 punclicons or 4 Iuds.
. N 52

50

owt, gross.

. B—Goods in Casks or Cases

1o be calenlated gross weight

5hen paying freight by weight 5 and where freight is made payable
on measarement, the measurement be taken on the Custom House
whatf, or other shipping wharf within the limils of the Port of

Caleutta.

CATCUTTA }
18th March 1568,

A. B. SHEKLETON,
0. Secrelary.
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WEMBERS OF THE GHAMBER OF COMMERGE.

Apcar and Co.
Alrrcnm Schilizzi and Co.
son, Tilton and Co.
At on, John and Co.
Balmer, Lawrie and Co.
Bmton, Daynes and Co.
Bogg, Dunlop and Co.
Blacker, G. M.
Borradaile, Schiller and Co.
Camin, Lamouroux and Co,
Carlisles Nephews and Co.
Colvin, Cowic and Co.
rooke, Rome and Co, i
Choisy, Y., Manager, Comploir
D'Ibscompif de Paris.
Cochrane; 8.; Manager, dgra Bonk,
Limdted.
DeSouza, Thos. aud Co.
Duuschundt Grob and Co.
Trnsthausen and Ocsterlcy.
Twing and Co.
Toiliott, John and Co.
Fergusson, J. H. and Co.
Fornaro and Huni.
Gisborne and Co.
Graf and Danziger.
Graham and Co.
Grindlay and Co,

Henderson and Co.

Henderson, George and Co.

Hoare, Miller and Co.

Huber and Co.

Jardine, Skinner and Co.

Kettlewell, Bullen and Co.

Kelly and Co,

Ker, Dods and Co.

Knowles, H., dAgent, Borico Con-
pany.

Tatapie, E. D., and Co.

Liyall,' Rennic and Co.

'\Iamllister R., Agent, Tudor Com-

Dhdiliop, Stowart and Co,
Mackinnon, Mackenzic and Co,
Mackenzic, Lyall and Co.
Macknight and Co.

Moran, W. and Co.
Mohendronauth Bose.
Manockjee Rustomjco

Ogbowrne, C. H,, Manager, Albert

Life Assuranc Company.

P.xtelson, Cmphm J., Superinten-
den the P. and 0. Steam Na-
P zngtmu Compan, 7

Pearce, Macrac and Cs

Pehmoller, G. and (,o s b\xccessmu.

Playfair, Duncan and

Petrocochino, B, T and Co.

Peel, Ross and Co.

Preston, Alfred.

Ralli Broth
Ralli and Ma
Ram Gopaul (;].\M- aml Co.

TRobert and Charriol.

Reid, J M., dgeat, Chartered Mer-
cnntile Bank of India, London and
Chmu

Rentiers and Co.

Robinson, S, H.

Roso and Co, .

Sawers, R. O., Manager, National
Banl: of India.
chilizzi and Co.

Schroder, Smidt and Co,

Sclxlmidol‘, J. P

Schoene, Kilburn and Co,

Shand, Fairlie and Co.

Smith, D. A. and Co.

Sm\tl\ Samuel, Sons and Co.

Snntl\ Ww. I, B’m‘y and Co.

Scrymgeour, J. 8., dgent, Oriental
Bank Corporation.

Stevenson, R., Ag
Shatnghai Bm,mJ Corporation.

Thowmas, J. and Co.,

Turner, Morrison and Co.

Touhmin, L. W, and Co.

Ullmann, Hirschhorn and Co,

Walker, A, and G. Fownier.

Wattenbach, Heilgers and Co.

Weinholt Brothers.

Whyte,&. A., dgent, Chartered Bank.

f India, dustralic and Ching.

i W

itney Dirothers and Co,
liamson Brothers and Co,
Wiseman, Snead and Co.
Watson, Green and Hart,
Wrdmw C.

Wolt, Wi ilmans and Co,
Yule, Andrew and Co.
Young, Gmy and Co.

\

MOFUSSIL

MEMBERS.

Decher, Win—Couwlatly, dssam,
Galo, John—Pundoul.

Hamilton, Brown and Co,—Mir:a- | Kenny, Chomas

pore,

Hw,J 0. and Cu—A/:ub
Howard Brothers. —nm—u,u.z»
wlganoodi,

Todd, Findlay and Co, —Moulmein,

4, Hong-Kong & .
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE .
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Revised and adopted at o Special General Meeting
held on Tuesday, the 10th July, 1866.

First ... That the Society shall be styled “Tum
Boyean Coayser or Comunre.”
Second.... That the object and duty of the Bengal

Chamber: of Commerce shall be to watch
over ‘and protect the general commercial
interests of the Presidency of Bengal and
. specially those of the port of Caleutta ;
to employ all means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the com-
mon good ; and, with that view, to com-
municate with Government, public autho-

. rities, associations, and individuals ; to re-

ceive references from, and to arbitrate
- between, parties "willing to abide by the
judgment and decision of the Chamber ;
and to form a code of practice to simplify
and facilitate transaction of husiness. .
Third......That merchants, bankers, ship-owners,
and brokers shall alone be- achmssﬂ)le as

. members of the Chamber. *
Fourth...,That candidates for admission as mem-
bers of the Chamber shall be proposed
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and sceonded by two members, and may
be elected by the Committee provisionally,
such election being subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing General Meeting.

Fifth.......That the subscription of firms and banks

: shall be 16 rupees per mensem, of indivi-

dual members 10 rupees per mensem,

and of mofussil members 32 rupees per

annum. .

Stath ... That any member of the-Chamber whose

- subseription shall be three: months in
arrears shall cease to be a member, and
his name shall be removed by the Com-
mittee from the list of members after one’
month’s notice of such default.

Sexenth. ., That the business and funds of the Cham-
ber shall be managed by a Committee of
seven Members, consisting of a President
and Vice-President and five Members,
1o be elected annually at a General Meet-
ing of the -Chamber in the month of
May ; the President, or, in his absence,
the Vice-President being ex-officio Chair-
man of the Committee, and in the ab-
sence of the President and Vice-Presi-
dent, the Committee to elect its own
Chairman.  Fouwr to form a quorum.

Lighth.... Annual “elections of President, Viee-
President, and members of the Com-

xvil

mittee shiall be determined by a: majority
of votes of members, such voles being
given in voting cards to be issucd by the
Sceretary,—numbered and- bearing his
signature ; and no voting card shall be
received for such purposc unless so au-
thenticated : and all vacancies created by
the absence of the President, Vice-Prosi-
~ dent, or any of the members of the
" Committee from the Presidency for threc
months or by departure for Burope; or
by death, shall be forthwith filled up, and
the election determined by votes to be
taken as above and declared by tihe
Commitiee. )

Ninth... That parties holding powers of procura-
tion shall, in the absence of their princi-
pals, be cligible to serve as members of’
the Committee.

Tenll, ... Two members of a firm or representatives
of a bank shall not sexve on the Commit-
tee at the same time.

Illevendh. That the Committee shall meet for the -
purpose of transacling such business as
may come within the province of the
Chamber at such times as may suit theix
convenience, and that the record of their
proceedings he open to the inspection of
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members, subject to such regulations as
the Committec may. deem expedient.

Il’wcl/ﬁz. That all proceedings of the Committee
Te subject to approval or otherwise of
General Meetings duly convened.

Thirleenth. That a half-yearly report of the proceed-
ings of the Committee he prepared,
printed, and circulated for information
of members 3 days previous to the Gene-
ral Meeting, at which' such report and
proceedings of the Committee shall be
submitted {or approval.

JFourteenth. That the Secretary shall be elected
by the Commitiee ; such election to be
suhject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting.

Iifteenth.That General Meetings of the Chamber
shall be held at ‘such times as the Com-
mittee may consider convenient for the
despateh of business. ‘

SizteenthThat any number of members present
shall be held to constitute a General Meet-
ing, -called in conformity witht the Rules
of the Chamber for the despatch of or-
dinary business.’

Seventeenth.That on the requisition of any five mem-
Tsers of the Chamber, the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-Prosident, or

Xix

~ Chairman  of Commitiee, shall call a
Special General Meeting to he held with-
in 15 days subsequent to receipt of such
requisition.

Lighteenth......That every subscribing firm or banlk
shall be entitled to one vote only, and
that the Chairman of Committee and
Chairman of General Meetings and
Special General Meetings shall have
a casting vote in cases of equality of
votes. :

Nineteenth... .. That partics holding powers of procu-
vation shall, in. the absence of their
prineipals, be entitled to vote.

Twenticth........That voting by proxy shall be allow-
ed ; provided proxies are in favour of

members of the Chamber.

Twenty-first.. That the Chamber reserves to itsell
the right " of expelling any of itg
members ; such expulsion to be decid-
ed by the votes of three-fourths of
members present in person or by
proxy at any Speeial General Mect-
ing of the Chamber convened for
the consideration of such expulsion.

Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presiden-
¢y may be admitted by the Commit-
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" tee as honorary members for aperiod
not exceeding two months.

Twenty J -third...That no change in the rules and ve-
gulations of the Chamber shall be
made except by the votes of a majo-
11ty of the members of -the Chamber
present in person or by proxy. at a
Special General Meeting to be held

B - after pr vieus notice of three months,

—_———
Cones und? Co., No, 23, Loll Bazer,
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