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Proceedings of the Half-yearly General Meeting
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on
Driday, the 31st May 1867.

R. Scorr Moncrirrr, Esa., Vice-President, in the
Chair. ’

Tue Chairman, having read the advertisement
convening the meeting, stated that he was sorry to
see such a small number of members present, but
it was hardly a day to expeet a good attendance.
It was unfortunate that one of their half-yearly
meetings should be held just at this season of the
vear, and he thought that, owing to the heat of
the weather, it would be better to postpone the
meeting for a month, until after the rains had
seb in, in order that they might ensure a better
attendance. He (the Chairman) was in favor of
the postponement, but would leave it altoge-
ther to the meeting. It was estremely desirable
that there should be a good attendance on these
oceasions, and he had some subjects to bring for-
ward at this meeting that made it more desir-
able that they should have a full attendauce.
e would suggest that scrutineers should be
a
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appointed 1o ascertain the voies for the office-
hearers for the cwrrent year, and that the meeting
should then adjourn.

A motion to this effect was moved by Mr. Tlen-
derson, seconded by Mr. Duff, and carried.

‘A member stated that the scrutiny might go on
now; aud that if a sufficient number of members
appeared during the interim, the business of the
meeting should be proceeded with.

After the scrutineers had finished their work
and handed in their abstract of votes, the. Chairman
was about to put the question as to whether the
meeting should he postponed or not, but Mr. Duff
withdrew from scconding the motion, as several
gentlemen had arrived in the meantime, and he
thought the business might be proceeded with.

The motion was then withdrawn.

The Chairman then addressed the meeting as
follows :—Gentlemen,—Before subwitting to you
the Report of your Committee for the last hall-year,
Ishould perhaps call your attention to a Resolution
pub by Mr. P.T. Ralli at the last half-yearly
meceting, and carried, instructing your Committee
to place themselves in - communication with Mr.
Stuart Hogg, late Chairman of the Famine Relief
Commiltee, suggesting the publication of a Special
Report of the Proceedings’ of that Committee, M-

IHogg was addressed accordingly on the subject,
but his reply was to the effect that, as fortnightly
reports of the proceedings of the Committee had
been regularly published, no special report had
been drawn up.

Gur late President, Mr, Schiller, resigned his
seat-in April, on his departurce for Turope, within
such a very short time of the commencement of a
new year which would necessitate the election of
new office-bearers by the Chamber, that your Com-
mittee did not think it necessary to issue voting
cards for the clection of a President, whose tenure
of office would expire in the course of a few weeks.
It is owing to Mr. Schiller’s resignation, which
none of you can regret more than I do myself,
that the duty devolves upon me, as Vice-President,
of presenting thé report of your Committee for the
past half-year. As it was placed in your hands a
few days ago, it'will save much time -and trouble
if this meeting will consider it as read, instead of
asking our Secrctary to read it aloud to us; and
assuming that T have your consent to this course,
T proceed to offer a few remarks on those heads of
the report which may seem to call for some notice
from we.

River Trust.—It will bLe remembered that,
from the very commencement of the discus-
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sions on this very important subject, the Chamber
called for the appointment of a Trust wholly
independent of the Municipality of Calcutta.
The Government of India originally fully con-
curred in this view. Much disappointment was
felt therefore when the Government of Dengal
brought forward the Act for the improvement
of the port, leaving the management of the
Trust to the Justices.  Your Committee protested
both to the Government of Bengal and to the
Government of India, but in vain. The Act
became law; and, so long ago as July last, a
Committee of the Justices was appointed to carry
into effect the provisions of the Act. What have
they done during these nine months?  As onc of
that Committee I am in a position to speak with
some authority on the subject, and I grieve to have
to state that, beyond appointing an Engineer to
superintend the surveys, &c., the Committee has
done nothing, owing to the delays caused by refer-
ences from the Committee to the general body of
Justices, and from these to the Government of
Bengal, and from that to the Government of India;
months of precious time have heen wasted, and
now the Committee finds itself fairly fixed. Undor
the Act they cannot borrow money for their opera-
tions until they have submitted a scheme for the
improvement of the port, and that has been sanc-
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tioned by the Government of Bengal, but they find
it impossible to prepare a scheme of the kind
required without a considerable expenditure of
money, and they have nouc to spend unless they
borrow, and they may not borrow till their scheme
is ripe for exceution. In this dilemma they have
referred to Government for adviee how to ac,
and thus almost at the outset the machinery has
wholly broken down.

The question of Uridging the Iooghly is the
next taken up in the Report. It is two years since
the Chamber drow the attention of Government to
{he urgent necessity of a bridge from Calcutta to
Towrah, and their recommendations met with its
entire support, but the proposal on being submit-
ted %o tlic sharcholders of the Bast Indian Railway,
was condemned by them at a public mecting held
in Tondon, and the project was allowed to rest for
the time. But the enormous and rapidly increas-
ing traffic on the line of the Hast India Railway
convinces us, who are on the spot and able to
watch it, more and more, that the question of
transferring the terminus of the Jine from How-
rah to Caleutta by a bridge is onc of increasing
wrgeney, aflecting interests of a very much wider
range than those of the sharcholders mercly, in-
asmuch as it affects a very large proportion of the
trade of Lower Bengal and of the Upper Provinces.
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Holding these views, your Commitiee once more
ventured to address the Government of India
ou the subject, and in reply have been assured
that the Government has again urged the - matter
on the attention of the Secretary of State for
India. :

The question of the amalgamation of the Bank of
Dengal with that of the Bank of Bombay has heen
under consideration by your Committec; and as the
Directors of thesc Institutions have at length agreed
upon the basis on Wwhich they are to recommend
the scheme for adoption by their respective share-
holders, T am in a position to state what are the
leading features of it. The total amount of new capi-
tal to be raised by both Banks is Rs. 1,42,08,750,
of which the Bank of Bengal will provide Rs.
71,50,000, and that of Bombay Rs. 70,53,750.
The sharcholders of the former will receive for
every Rs. 1,000 of old stock Rs. 325 of new on
paying for it at 20 per cent. premium, or Rs. 390,
The shareholders of the Bank of Bombay will re-
ceive for every Rs. 1,000 of old stock Rs. 675 new,
paying for it at 20 per cent. or Rs. 810. The ca-
pital will be called up in two instalments; the first
payable by 31st December, the second payable by
30th June 1868 ; if the first is not paid within the
due date, the -shareholder will forfeit his title to
stock of equivalent amount, but will retain his
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vight to pay the second Call, and receive its equi- )
valent of stock. If business under the new scheme
cannot be commenced in Bombay by IstJi uly,
there is cvery reason to hope that the 1st August
will see the doors of the new Bank opened. It is
not for me to offer any remarks here on the effect
which the new scheme may have on the dividends
of shareholders, but I may refer to the manner in
which your Committee anticipate that the public
interests are likely to be materially affected by it.
You will find that we have addressed the Govern-
ment of India, expressing our approval of the
scheme as likely to prove of great public benefit,
especially if it leads to the management of the
paper currency being restored to the Bauk, and to
the abolition of the present system of circles. I
may state that Government has not given the
slightest reason to the Directors to expect that the
management of the currency will be again made
over to the Bank, but your Committee think that
this is exceedingly desirable. They anticipate more

immediate and direct public benefits, however,
from the amalgamation. We all know how liable
the money market at Bombay is.to sudden fluc-.
tuations from causes which we on this side are
unable to recoguize till too late. It scems as if
there is not a suflicient reserve of capital available
at Bombay, as a rule, to meet the sudden strains
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very often put upon the money market under the
fluctuations of trade there. And it seemsto your
Committee that the establishment of a Bank with
abundance of capital, having one foot placed in
Caleutta and anotherin Bombay, as it were, should
have the effect not only of preventing, in a great
measure, sudden fluctuations in the value of money
and in exchangos at both places, but, under wise
management, of checking the spirit of reckless
speculation, from the prevalence of which such la-
mentable cffects have followed at Bombay, and
lere also in some measure.

The Report draws attention to the fumine in
Orissa. At the invitation of the Government of
Bengal, your Committee assisted in summoning a
public meeting last February for the consideration
of the best measures to be adopied for the reliof
of the sufferers.

You will remember that among other resolu-
tions one was adopted which appealed to the Editor
of the Times, for his aid in bringing the matter he-
fore the public of Bngland. The Relief Committeo
addressed a special letter to him on the subject, but
he seems to have put it into his basket for waste
vaper,  The Times has not taken the slightest no-
tice of owr appeal for help.  From the Lnglish
public, therefore, we have receiyed nothing, bus
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I am glad to be able to tell you of one little com-
munity in the far north, who have not closed their
cars to the ery for food from starving thousandsin
Bengal. The good people of Banfl, when they
heard of a continuance of the famine, raised a
subscription among themselves - which enabled
them to remit to the Lord Mayor of London the
sum of £35-5 for the starving in Orissa, which
sum has found its way out to the Famine Relief
Committee here. All honor I say to Mr. Alex-
ander Ramsay and the other benevolent souls of
Banff, who have come forward so heartily
and liberally on this occasion, presenting such
marked contrast to the contemptuous indiffer-
ence shown by the Zimes to our appeal for
aid.

Some time last February, much surprise was
created by an announcement in the Gasette, inti-
mating that seven Native gentlemen had been dig-
nified with the privilege of eaemption from personal
atlendance at Courf. Your Committee consider-
ed that they were warranted in addressing the
Government of Bengal upon the subject. In re-
ply they received the thanks of His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor for the interest and trouble
they had taken in a matter which had no appa-~
rent connection with the commercial interests of
Bengal.  Your Committee failed to sce it They

b
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considered that, though prices of cotton, silk, indigo,
&e., had not fluctuated, nor exchange, in conse-
quence of the measure complained of, the rights of
the public had nevertheless been prejudiced by the
action of the Lieutenant-Governor, in placing
seven native gentlemen, in the eyes of the Native
community generally, above the law of the land;
and that the interests of the commercial commu-
nity were liable to suffer with those of thé public
at large from the practice complained of; and I

appeal to you, Gentlemen, if your Committee were .

not fully justified in entering their protest against
it and in carrying the matter up to  the
Government of India, as you will find they
have done. ’

The revision of lhe Customs tarif is a matter

" which should not pass without notice. The labors

bestowed upon it by the Committee to whom the
work was entrusted were most arduous, and they
deserve the cordial thanks of this community for
the very great improvements which they recom-
mended, and - which Government adopted, in the
tariff.  "'We do not say that even now the tariff is
free from faults, but we see it to be a very great
improvement upon the old one ; and your Commit-
tee consider that the Government likewise is enti-
tled to our thanks, for having accepted, without
the smallest modification, we believe, the recom-

11

wendations of the Committee who revised the
tariff.
T pass on to the matter of the Budget for 1867-

68, and the License Tax; matters which have .

been so talked about and written about and
thought about that I shall not weary you by much

allusion to them. Your Committee thought it .

their duty to address the Government of India

protesting against the principle of the License Tax.
I think their letter was a respectful one, entitled

to a courteous and respectful reply. Your Commit- |

tee think that the tone of the reply which they
received is less courteous than they had a right to
expect.  But, without pausing to comment on
its tome, I would draw your attention to Jits
arguments. Look at paragraph 5 of the letter
from the Government of India; it has these
words “the particular justification of the Ticense
Tas, to which the Governor-General recently gave
his assent, is to be found in the fact that it falls
mainly on persons who at present contribute little
or nothing to the revenue; while other classes
are subject to special burdens.” Now this is just
the opposite conclusion from that arrived at by
those who bave to pay the tax, and who have a
right to hold their own opinion about it. They
consider that it falls mainly ou persons of the
poorer classes, who have many other indirect
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taxes to pay, and that it exempts those who
are really the best able to bearit. Look again
at the remarks in paragraph 6 :—<If by this state-
. ment, (that the License Tax is virtually a reimposi-
tion of {he Income Tax) it is meant to imply that
the License Tax is an Income Tax so far as it ex-
tends, the Governor-General in Council would
hardly have expected such an assertion to be deli-
berately ‘made. A tax which distributes the
persons liable to 1% into a few classes, with a fixed
assessment on each class, is very different from
a tax which exacts from every person a payment
preciscly measured by his income.”  Our reply to
this is, what determines a man’s class? Is it his
being a merchant, or a doctor, or a lawyer? No;
the Schedule in the Act ignores in fofo the trades
and professions of the tax-payers, but fixes a
man’s class according to his income only; we
fearlessly maintain, therefore, that this is a tax
on incomes whether it licenses professions and
trades or not; and that to deny this conclusion
is preposterous. Towards the close of the
letter, we find a remark that “Iis Lixcellency
in Council is not informed of the particular mode
of taxation which, in the view of the Chamber
of Commerce, is in accordance with principles
which can justify its adoption” Your Committee
have drawn up a reply, therefore, after much con-
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sideration, in which, without entering into further
discussion as to the real character of the License
Tax, they venture to suggest other modes of taxa-
tion which they consider should be adopted in pre-
ference to cither a License Tax or an Incowe Tax.
As the letter has not yet been completed, you will
not find it in the Report, but I may state that it
recommends taxation in the following shapes, if
taxation is absolutely nccessary. They urge still
that further taxation may be imposed upon salt,
without hardship to the masses of poor consumers
of the article, drawing attention to the fact that
in 1861 the duty was raised in all three presiden-
cies without creating dissatisfaction, and urging
that, if the duty in Bengal of three rupees four
annas a maund be considered a maximum in no
case to be exceeded, the duties charged in Madras
and Bombay, at present much lower than in Bom-
bay, should be raised to the level of the rate in
this presidency, which would bring in a large ad-
dition to the imperial revenue. Your Committee
recommend that, if the exigencies of the State de-
mand increased taxation, an article of universal
consumption, and yet of luxury, like tobacco, may
well bear its share of the burden ; and, lastly, they
advocate the imposition of a duty on legacies and
inheritances. They are well awarc that Govern-
ment has at different times taken into consideration




u‘;gu

T

14

the question of a succession duty, bub has con-
sidered that it would create such irritation, and
be - collected with such difficulty, that it would
not prove a desirable mode of taxation. -But your
Committee think that, if the likelihood of its creat-
ing irritation is sufficient cause for not imposing
a particular tax, there never was a tax less entitled
to consideration than the late Tncome Tax, and that
the License Tax now imposed, if it does not cause
as much as the Income Tax did, will cause far
more than may be expected from a succession
duty.

The last matter which I have to notice in the
Report is the election of Mr. Ogbourne as a
Member of the Chamber, which requires the
confirmation of this meeting. It was decided
last year at a General Meeting of the Mem-
bers, that none but merchants, bankers, brokers,
and ship-owners should be eligible for election
as members of the Chamber ; had it been
thought of at the time, I have no doubt that man-
agers and agents for insurance offices would
have been included in the number, but they were
overlooked. When Mr. Ogbourne, the well known
manager of a leading Life Insurance Socicty, ap-
plied for admission, your Committee thought they

. were justified in adwitting him subject to the ap-
proval of ihis meeting.

15

Such, Gentlemen, is a sketeh of the report which
theCommittee beg to present on retiring from office.

We invite full discussion on it, and enquiry into all”

that we have done. I may state that our time and
attention have been occupied by a great deal more
than the report might lead you to suppose, but
matters which were notthought worthy of notice in it
have been omitted. We not unfrequently see in the
newspapers, and hear in private, such remarks as—
what is the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce about that it does not move in this matter
or in that ? I can only assure you that your Com-
mittee are most ready to receive, whether from
members or non-members, suggestions as to mat-
ters which may seem to call for their attention,
but they think that criticism of the kind referred
to should be conciliated by the reflection that the
members of the Committee, though they have as
much to do as their neighbours in their own of-
fices, freely sacrifice an hour or two of time and
attention every week, for consideration of matters
affecting the welfare not of themselves but of the
mercantile community, that these services are re-
cognized by no fees, the Committee are proud to
be allowed to render them voluntarily, and that,
as a rule, they have not been recognized even
with a vote of thanks on their presenting their
half-yearly reports.
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Mr. J. C. Murray moved that the report be
adopted, and in doing so, stated that the thauks
of the Chamber were due to the Committee for
their exertions during the half-year. He had one

,suggestion to offer to the Committee that had been
Y appointed for the revision of the tariff. They
were all greatly indebted to them for the benefits
that affected the whole mercantile community, but
he thought that they might put s an end to the
cotton duties’ question. Some of their cotion
goods came in under an ad valorem duty, and he
did not see why all should not do so. :

Mr. T. H. Mosley seconded the resolution.

Mr. Abendroth stated that, with regard to the
remarks that had been made by the last speaker,
he was in favor of the tariff generally, but he
did not think that merely putting certain articles
on the free list was of such vital importance as
had been stated. He did not think that it would
be any less trouble. Goods would have to be ex-
awined, to see if they were dutiakle, and the trou-
ble in this would be the same as before, only the
Government would lose the duty they received be-
fore. With regard to that portion of the Com-
wittee’s report relating to ships’ manifests, it was
his opinion that the reading of Section 33 of the
Acty on the part of the Custom House authori-

ties, was altogether an erroneous one with regard
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to the inspection of goods. The purpose for
which that clause was enacted wasonly to pro-
tect the revenue, and for that purpose it was
quite sufficient that the Collector of Customs
should know the marks and numbers of the
packages. With regard to the letter about to be

sent by the Committee of the Chamber to the Gov-
’ ernment of India about taxation, he (Mr. Aben-

droth) would like to suggest to the Committee
another mode of taxation which had first been
adopted in Europe, viz., a property tax, and this

~ he thought was the thing most suitable for the
7 people of this country. With regard to the ad-

mission of the new member proposed by the Com-
mittee, he wished to point outi that, at a Special Ge-
neral Meeting held in July last, it was resolved
by an overwhelming majority that only merchants,
Dankers, ship-owners, and brokers should be mem-
bers of the Chamber. Mr. Ogbourne could nat
be considered as coming under any of these class-
es, and he, Mr. Abendroth, did not think he
could be admitted., Ile moved as an amendment
that the report be adopted, with the exceplion of
the paragraph in which the election of M.
Ogbourne was submitted to the meeting, as such
clection would becontrary to the rules of the Cham-
ber. .
Mr. Murdoch seconded the motion, and stated
that he did not think it would bhe desirable to
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" Dreak through a rule that was only made last
year.

The amendment was put and lost, the original
resolution being carried by a large majority.

The Chairman then stated as follows :—Gentle-
men,—As their last act before laying down office,
the Committee instruct me to bring before you a
‘matter on which théy anticipate your cordial sup-
port, and it gives me much pleasure personally to
be the channel of expressing their sentiments on
it. I refer to the leave of absence for one year
which has been granted by the Committee, subject
to your approval, to our most efficient Secre-
tary and highly-esteemed friend, Mr, Wood. For
some time past his health has been such as
to render it exceedingly desirable that he should
visit Turope, after a residence of nearly thirty
years in India. broken by only one visit to his na-
tive land eighteen years ago. TFor the last thir-
teen years Mr. Wood has been Secretary to the
Chamber, and we all know how much of its effici-
ency has been due fo his admirable business habits,
laborjous attention to duty, and unfailing courtesy
to all coming into contact with him. The

Committee regrot that the income of the Cham-
ber has not been such as to put it in their power
to remunerate Mr. Wood by a salary sufficient to
enable him to provide for the heavy expenses
which a visit to Ewrope would entail upon lim;
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but when informed that a change at no distant

date was considered absolutely necessary for his
Tealth, they felt fully warranted in bringing the
case before the members of the Chamber, with a
recommendation that a subscription may be raised
among them to cnable Mr. Wood to take full
advantage of bis furlough; and the Commit-
tec trust that many of the mercantile commu-
nity, besides those who are members, will gladly
contribute towards this object. Mr. Wood’s pub-
lic services have been of a most unpretending char-
acter, but have really been very valuable. Since
the year 1858 he has been Honorary Treasurer for
public suberiptions as follows :—

Venables” Memorial ... 18,000
Wilson do. .. = 10,000
Baird Smith do. 10,700
Mead Testimonial .. 22,000
India Famine Relief Fund, 1860 ... 9,483,000
Lancashire Distress Fund, 1862-63 ... 5,44,000
Cyclone Relief F'und, 1864-66 ... 3,54,000
Bengal Famine Fund, 1866 ... 6,00,000
Candian Relief Fund, 1867 10,000
Orissa Famine, 1867 ... 8,00,000

In all,a sum of 28 lakhs has passed through
his hands during these last eight years, involving
not only heavy responsibility, but a very great
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amount of trouble, and his labors have been en-
ively honorary, except in the case of the Cyclone
Relief Fand, the subscribers to which presented
him with Rs. 2,500.

1 may truly say of Mr. Wood that he has been
for several years the Honorary Treasurer-General
of the great charities of this community, and
well deserves some public recognition of services
which should not be overlooked because they
have been rcndered so quietly and modestly.
Your Committee are confident of a cordial response
on the part of the members of the Chamber to
their recommendation, and will be very glad to re-
ceive contributions from those who are not mem-
bers, but who desire to testify their esteem for Mr.
Wood.

Mr. TI. Crooke rose, and submitted the follow.
ing resolution :—¢ That this meeting confirms the
leave of absence granted by the Committee to Mr.
H. W. I. Wood, for twelve months, from such
time as he may avail himself of it, and invites con-
tributions for the purpose of presenting him with
a testimonial, in recognition of his long aud valu-
able services as Secretary to the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce.”

M. Henderson seconded the 1)\‘0pdsiﬁon , which
was carried unanimously.
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At the request of the Vice-President, the result
of the scrutiny of votes was announced by Mr.
Murdoch as follows :—

Prosident—Mr. R. Scott Monerieff.,

Vice-President—DMr. F. G. Eldridge.

Comunitice—Messrs. N. P. Caridia, A.G. Graham,
Stanton Whitney, Seth Apear, and P. Mackinnon.*

Mr. Scott Moncrieff then sdid :—Gentlemen,—
On the part of the gentlemen whow you have
elected to represent you during the ecnsuing
year, I beg to tender you their thanks for
the honor you have conferred on them; and
on my own part I must assure you of the very
great gratification which it gives me to learn that
you deem me worthy to be President of this
Chamber, and of my earnest desire to conduct the
duties of that office in a manner worthy of the
Chamber, and justifying your confidence in me.
Allow me to say one word in reference to the dif-
ficulty experienced in securing the services of

gentlemen for the Committee. I have now been
a member of it for nearly four years, during whicl
it has frequently happened that vacancies have
occurred requiring to be filled up before the half-
yearly mecting wonld come round. On such oc-

* Mr. Mackinnon being unable to serve, Mr. H, Reinhold, who:
was-next in order of votes, accepted. the oflice.
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casions it is the custom of the Committee to ascer-
tain what gentlemen are willing to serve if elect-
¢d, and they have been repeatedly disappointed on
applying to members, whose assistance on the Com-
mittec has heen specially desired perhaps, to re-
ceive the answer, “ I am too busy to serve on Com-
mittee.” We think it not fair to ourselves that
any members should shelter themselves under such
a plea, and be willing to take the benefit of our
gratuitous labors without giving us tl'le benefit
of theirs in retwrn. Should any vagancies oceur
in the Committee, therefore, duringthe ensuing
half-year, let me hope that those members of the
Chamber who have not served will consider this,
if invited to do so, and'come forward to assist us
with their counsel and their time, as well as with
their monthly subseription.

The Meeting then broke up after a vote of
thanks to the Chair,

II. W. I. WOOD,
Secretary.

BENGAL OHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

RerorT OF THE COMMITIEE FOR THE HALF-YEAR
ENDED 30TH ArRin 1867.

Tne Committee have the pleasure to submit
their Report on the principal subjects which have
come under their consideration during the last
half-year.

River Trust.

Frox the commencement of the discussions on
this most important subject, the Chamber had
strenuously protested against the River Trust be-
ing subordinated in any way to the Municipality
of Caleutta, anticipating no possible advantages
from any arrangement of the kind, but serious hin-
drances to the success of the project.  When
therefore the Act was passed by the Legislative
Council of the Government of Bengal, for the im-
provement of the Port of Calcutta, placing the
control and management of the scheme under the-
Justices of the Peace, instead of under a body of
Trustees entirely independent of them, your Com-
mittee thought it their duty to addvess the Gov-
ernment of India protesting against the Bill, and
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praying that His Excellency the Viceroy would be
pleased to veto it.

They were informed in reply that His Excel-
lency had assented to it, thinking it better that the
Act should come into force in order that its prac-
ticability might be tested ; but that its operation
would be carefully watched by the Government of
India.

Tt appears that copies of the Chamber’s correspond-
ence with the Government of India on this subject
were forwarded for the information of the Seeretary
of State for India, from whom a reply has been re-
ceived, a copy of which hasheen furnished to your
Committee as follows :—

From Secretary of State for India to IHis Excellency the

Governor-General in Council.

1. The despatch of your Excellency in Council dated
27th June, No. 48 of 1866, forwarding copy of further
correspondence with the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
regarding the Bill for the improvement of the Port of
Calcutta, has been laid before me in Council.

2. In reply Iam desired to express my concurrence
in the views stated in the letter No. 2187 of the 28rd
June, to the address of the Chamber of Commerce, as
to the exercise by the Governor-General of his power
to veto Bills passed by the local Councils.

3. At the same time I feel confident that your
Ixcellency in Council and the Licutenant-Governor of
Bengal will feel some anxicty as to the operation of an
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important measure which has evoked so strenious a
protest from such a body as the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce. It is my desire then, as I feel sure it must
Dbe that of your Excellency in Council and of the Licu-
tenant-Governor of Bengal, that the working of the new
Act should be carefully watched.

The Committee for the improvement of the
Port of Calcutta, under the Act referred to above,
were appointed on the Gth July last, or nearly
ten months ago; and it may very fairly be asked
what have they done towards carrying out the
object of the Act?

It is well known that they have engaged the
services of Mr. Leonard as their Engincer, who
has been employed for several months in the in-
vestigations and surveys necessary to enable him
to decide upon the nature of the works to bhe
undertaken by the Committee; but it is equally
notorious that several mouths were lost in the
communications which passed between the Com-
mittee and the Justices, and between the Justices
and the Government of Bengal, in reference to
the terms upon which the Strand Bank should be
placed under the control of the Committee; and
that, though the latter have at last been put in
possession of it, they are without funds wherewith
to undertake operations even on the smallest scale,
should their Engincer submit a scheme for their
approval.  No blame is imputed to the Committee
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for this delay, but it shows that those who, when
the Act was passed, declared that it would prove
of 2 most cumbrous and ijmpracticable character,
were justified in their anticipations. Your Com-
mittee will not fail to wateh closely its farther
progress, with the view of renewing their repre-
sentations on the subject to Government as soon
as a fitting occasion arises.
Bridge over the ¥ooghly.

Troven the urgent representations addressed by
this Chamber to Government two years ago
relative to the importance, _on_public grounds, of
bridging the Hooghly, and transferring the terminus
of the . I. Railway from ITowrah to Caleutta,
had been fruitless, your Committee, regarding
the question of too great moment to bo aban-
doued merely because the sharehelders of the . T.
Railway Company had pronounced against i,
and in the hope of seeing the subject brought up
for renewed disenssion by the authorities here and
in Bngland, once move addressed the Government
of Tndia, praying that the project might again be
taken into consideration and recommeﬁded for
adoption by the Seeretary of State for Tndia, The fol-
lowing is a copy of their letter and of the reply :—

Lrom the Chamber to Government of India,

The question of constructing a bridge over

the
TTooghly has been so frequently before the Goy

crnment
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of India that its re-submission for the consideration of the
Governor-General in Council appears almost to demand
an apology from the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce for again bringing the subject under His Excel-
lency’s notice ; but the Committee ave so deeply impressed
with the paramount neesssity of promoting the varied
interests involved in the commerce of this port, that they
“conceive they would be open to the charge of neglecting
their duty if they hesitated to make a respectful repre-
sentation to ITis Excellency upon a subject which, in an
especial degree, concerns the traffic of the country.

Two years ago a Committee was appointed to consider
and report on the junction of the Xast Indian Railway
with the Bastern Bengal Railway by a bridge over the
Hooghly, and they had no difficulty in adopting the con-
clusion that the Iast Indian Railway should have its
terminus both for passengers and goods brought to
Calcutta ; that a bridge over the ITooghly should be con-
structed ; that its construction was of great importance ;
and that every effort should be made to effect an arrange-
ment by which the traffic of the Bast Indian, Eastern
Bengal, and Caleutta and South Bastern Railways would
be centralised in Calcutta,

The action of the Government on this report has not
been pronounced ; and the object of the present refer-
ence is to ascertain what views arc entertained by the
Governor-General in Council of a project which was
strongly recommended by that Committce, and to urge
upon His Excellency’s earnest attention the imperative
necessity ol affording to the railway-borne traflic of the
country that reliel which can only be obtained by cen-
tralising it in the Metropolis.
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The obvious means of affording that relief and of cen-
tralising the railway traffic in Calcutta is by z\dop(in‘g a
perfect system of communication between the two sides
of the river, and that can only be accomplished by
bridging the ooghly at some convenient point as near
the city as possible.

The project has been entertained by the East Indian
TRailway Company, but, although it was supported by the
T.ondon Board of Directors, the scheme was abandoned
in deference to the controlling wisdom of the share-
holders.

The conflicting interests of that Company and the
Eastern Bengal Railway Company stand in the way of a
great public work being constructed, comstituting a
stumbling block which can only be removed by the prompt
and decisive action of the State.

The Chamber of Commeree consequently appeals to
His Bxeellency in Council for the exercise of his author-
ity and influence in promoting an undertaking of the
highest importance to the trade of Calcutta, upon the
advancement of which the interests of Government and the
commercial prosperity of Bengal mainly rest.

From Government of India to the Chamber.

T am divected to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 2nd instant, and to refer the Chamber to the
papers published in the supplement to the Gazetie of
India of 31st March 1866, page 123, asshowing what the
Government of India has already done in furtherance of
ther dations of the Committee appointed in 1864
to consider and report on the question of the Jjunction of
the Railways in Bengal by a bridge.over the Hooghly,
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The Secretary of State has now again been addressed
on the subject, in view to more decisive steps being taken
in the matter.

This assurance of the support extended to their
views by the Government of India encourages
your Committee to helieve that the scheme for a
bridge over the Hooghly will, at no distant date,
be pub in such train as to ensure its successful
accomplishment. .
Amalgamation of the Banks of Bengal and

Bombay in connection with the currency.

Ox this subject the following correspondence
has taken place between your Committee and the
Government of India :—

From the Chamber to Government of India.

The G i of the Chaml of Commerce
have learned with very great satisfaction that, with the
approval of the Government of India, negotiations arc on
foot between the Dircetors of the Bank of Bengal and
those of the Bauk of Bombay having for their object
the amalgamation of these two institutions into one new
Bank, possessing privileges equal to those hitherto ex-
tended to each by Government, and that the sharcholders
of the Bank of Madras are to be invited to consent to
the amalgamation of that institution with the projected
one, in order that the latter may assume the position of
a great imperial Bank, having a branch at cach
deney town, with an agency at every city
throughout British India,

Presi-
of importance
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9. The Committee have every hope that these nego-
tiations will be brought to an early and successful issue,
anticipating very great bencfit to the commerce of the
country from the establishment of a Bank which shall
occupy the position indicated above, especially if :1.dvrm—
tage be taken of the opportunity to transfer to it the
entire management of the paper currency of the country,
and to introduce a gold coinage.

3. Inrcference to the existing paper currency, the

Committee desire me to observe that their experience
entirely confirms “the views expressed by the Right
Honorable Mr. Bassey in his memo. on the subject,
dated 2nd February 1866, that ¢ the currency note fails to
fulfil its legitimate function as a substitute for and an aux-
iliary to the metallic circulation,” and that < the existing
arrangements of the currency circles in the Mofussil do
not afford the requisite facilities for the conversion of the
note,”—views fully corroborated by the replies furnished
by the officers in charge of Treasuries to the questions
submitted to them by the Currency Commission. The Com-~
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce believe that the paper /
currency, as at present authorized, is practically of little
advantage to the commerce of the country at large,
owing to the circle system, which precludes the negotia-
tion of a currency note for full value at any Treasury
beyond the limits of its own circle, and they consider
that a system which shall provide for the conversion of
the note jnto cash without discount at one or more
centres in every provinee and district of British India
is urgently required.

4. But as they believe that such a system could not be

cstablished on a sound basis without a very large
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addition having been first made to the metallic circula~
tion; and that, in order to secure its efficiency, it would
be necessary to separate entirely from the Government
Treasuries the department for the issue of the paper
currency with its cash balances, the Committee submit
that the present opportunity is singularly favorable for
the introduction of aéol(l currency, and for the transfer
to the proposed Bank of the entire management of the
note circulation of the country, on principles analogous

to those which control the note circulation of the Bank
of England.

5. It is not the province of the Committee to enter
into details as to the manner in which measures of such
importance should be carried out, but they venture most
respectfully to crave that the views which they have
now the honor to submit may reccive the careful
attention of His Bxcellency the Governor~General in
Council, when the arrangements in reference to the
proposed new Bank are submitted for the final approval
of Government.

L'rom Government of' India to the Chamber.

T am directed to acknowledge your Sceretary’s letter
dated 10th April 1867, expressing the satisfaction of the
Chamber that negotiations are on foot for the amalgama-
tion of the Banks of Bengal and Bombay; alluding to
the probable advantages of the measure ; and stating that
the amalgamated Bank might be made instrumental for
the introduction of a gold coinage and the better manage-
ment of the paper currency.

2. Inreply I am to state that, in any proposals which

the Governor-General in Council may submit to Ier

Majesty’s Government founded on the report of the

L




10

Currency Commission, His Bxcellency will not fail to
advert to the views of the Chamber on the important
subjeets dealt with in the Report.

3. Inthe 4th paragraph of your letter the expedi-
ency of a separation of the cash balances of the Cur-
rency Department from those of the Government
Treasurics is zoticed. I am dirceted to state that they
have been entirely separate ever since the introduction
of a Government Paper Currency.

Though it appears that the shareholders of the
Bauk of Madras have no desirc to see that in-
stitution amalgamated with ‘the Banks of Bengal
and Bombay, your Committee are gratified to
Jearn that the Dircctors of the two latter have
agreed upon the principles and conditions of
amalgamation which they are to recommend for
acceptance by their respective shareholders; and,
as it is understood that the project has the entire
approval of the Government of India, there is

every reason to hope that it will soon be carried
into cffect.
Famine in Orissa,

Ar the close of last year the harvests generally
over Lower Bengal had been so plentiful, and the
distress caused-by the late famine had disappeared
in so wany districts, it was believed that the
sufferings of the people of Orissa likewise Lad
cometo an end in the presence of abundant supplies
of grain. Much surprise was, therefore, expressed
when it became known from official sourees in the
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month of January last that, owing to the total
failure of their crops after wide-spread inundations
last August, the inhabitants of a very large tract
of country in the Distriet of Orissa were left
wholly without the means of supporting them-
selves, and must perish under famine if not main-
tained at the public expense till their next harvest
could be reaped. Inreply to a communication from
the Government of Bengal, inviting the co-opera-
tion of the Chamber in raising subseriptions from
the public for this purpose, your Committee con-
sented to support the movement, on the condition
that the public should be invited to place their
contributions in the hands of a Committee of gen-
tlemen, non-official as well as official, who should
be responsible for the usec made of such funds.
This was readily conceded by His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, and the Committee lent
their aid in the arrangements for a public meeting
summoned by the Sheriff of Caleutta, for consider-
ation of the best measures to be adopted for the
supporb of the suffering classes in Orissa. The
meeting was held in the Town Iall on the
evening of the 12th February, His Excellency
the Viceroy presiding ; when resolutions were adopt-
ed inviting subseriptions from the public and
appointing an Orissa Famine Relief Committee.
A resolution was also adopted containing an
urgent appeal to the Bditor of The Tines for the
ald of that journal in raising contributions in
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Tingland for the relief of the famine-stricken.
Your Committee learn that a copy of that reso-
Tution was forwarded to him with a special letter
from the Relief Committee, but that not the
slightest notice of it has been taken by the journal
in question.  Though it was feared that a second
appeal for aid (following closely upon that of last
Aungust, which was so liberally responded to by all
classes of the community) might not be received
with favour, your Committee have very great
pleasure in stating that the amount of support ac-
corded to the movement greatly exceeded the antici-
pations which had been entertained on the subject.

Txemption of Wative Grentlemen from personal
attendance in Courts of Civil Fudicature.
Tur Caleutte Gazelte of Tth February contained

a Notification by the Government of Bengal, to the

effect that His Honor the Licutenant-Governor had

been pleased to exempt certain Native gentlemen
from personal attendance in the Couwrts of Civil

Jurisdiction under the provisious of Section 22,

Act VITL of 1859, but without any statement of

the grounds upon which this privilege had heen

conferred upon them. As some of these geutlemen
were well known residents iu this city and engag-
ed in pursuits bringing them daily into contact wigh
varions classes of the commuvity, (one of them in-
deed being a much-respected Member of this
Chamber), and as it was not known that their

RRA )
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public services had been of a kind entitling them
to a distinetion so unusual and marked, your Com-
mittee considered that, in the interests of the mer-
cantile community. they were justified in ad-
dressing to the Government of Bengal the following
Jetter on the subjeet, dated 13th Marcl 1867 :—

From the Chamber to Government of Dengal.

It appears by a Government Notification, —dated
7th ultimo, that His Ionor the Licutenant-Governor has
been pleased to exempt from attendance at Court certain
Native gentlemen under the provisions of Seetion 22,
Act VIII of 1859, which declares “ that the Government
may, at its discretion, exempt {rom personal attendance at
Court any person whose rank, in the opinion of Gov-
crnment, entitjes him to the privilege of exemption.”

2. As this ij'i\'ilcgc is unknown in any other part of
Her Majesty’s dominions, and exists only in violation of
one of the first principles of justice—that which recognizes
all men as equal in the cye of the law—THis Honor
will not be surprised to learn that the Committee of the
Chamber of Commeree, while allowing that, under special
cireumstanees(as for instance where the privilege has beca
hereditary in a family, or where the social customs of
the people sanction it) it may be a wise expediency not
to extinguish it at present, nevertheless conceive it to
Dbe only their duty to the mercantile community of this
city to watch with jealousy the exercise by Government
of its prerogative to coufer this privilege where it has
not been enjoyed before, and are not disposed to sec it
bestowed on any whose claims to it arc questionable,
without protest,
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3. Tiappears, from Scetion 22 of Act VIIT quoted
above, that the qualification for the privilege of exemption
from personal attendance at Court is onc solely of rank.
The Committee arc justified therefore in applying this
test to the nominations made by IIis Ilonor in the
Notification of 7th ultimo, and as they recognize among
the seven Native gentlemen specified therein the name
of onc well known to them as a merchant of this city,
and that of another equally well known as a vakeel
tising in the Appellate Court, they instruct me to
ask most respect(ully what is the rank possessed by these
gentlemen which, in the cstimation of Ilis IIonor,
entitles them to a privilege so special in its character as
the one in question 7

4. The Committee gladly acknowledge that the seven
gentlemen named in the Notification enjoy the respect
and confidence of their fellow-citizens, but believe it
will mot he considered as any disparagement of their
merits if it be asserted that there ave many other Native
gentlemen in this city, of equal social rank with these,
who enjoy in no Iess degree that confidence and respect,
and who will naturally be surprised if the privilege is
not extended to them likewise. In the absence there-
forc of any guarantee or assurance that it will not be
freely conferred wpon others of this class, the Com-
mittee feel bound, in the interests of Jjustice, to ask fur-
ther where they are to find the line which is to limit
the exereise by Government of its prerogative to be-
stow a privilege so opposed to the spirit of the British

Constitution as that of exemption {rom personal attend-
ance in Court ?

To this, the Commitlee received a reply, as fol-
lows, dated 19th March :—
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Trom Government of Bengal io the Chamber.

In reply to your letter dated the 13th instant,
I am directed by the Licutenant-Governor to state, for
the information of the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, that, in his opinion, the rank of the Native
gentlemen to whom reference is made entitled them to
the privilege of exemption from personal appearance as
parties in the Courts of Civil Judicature, and that in the
cxercise of the diseretion vested by law in the Govern-
ment on that behalf they were exempted accordingly.

2. Onc of the members has recently received from
His Excellency the Governor-General in Council the
title of Rajah, and was in consequence allowed the ex-
emption which has been invariably extended to Nafives
of that rank. The other six ecither arc or have been
Members of the Council of the Licutenant-Governor for
making Laws and Regulations, who, under ITer Majesty’s
warrant, enjoy rank and precedence among the high offi-
cers of State above all Civil and Military servants of the
Crown and other persons not holding such offices. This
is the reason why these Native gentlemen, who, as the
Committee justly observe, enjoy the respect and confi-
dence of their fellow-subjeets, have been cexempted from
personal appearance as parties in Court. It is a privi-
lege which they enjoy in common with all Rajahs created
by the Government, and with all Native ladies of rank,
and one which, though of little or no rcal-advantage,
they value highly as a social distinction.

3. The Committee may be ;~igllt in supposing that
the exemption of parties from personal appearance in the
Civil Courts, though expressly sanctioned by law, is
opposed to the spirit of the British constitution, but I am
to remind them that in India this exemption has always
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existed, and that it is only of late years that the personal
appearance in Court of parties to a suit either in India
or in England has been made under any circumstances
compulsory.

4. The Licutenant-Governor desives me in conclusion
to thank the Committee for the interest and trouble they
have taken in & matter which had no apparent connec-
tion with the commereial interests of Bengal, and regard-
ing which therefore it did not occur to the Lieutenant-
Governor to consult them.

This letter made it plain to the Committee that
the Native gentlemen in question had been dignified
with the special privileges of exemption from per-
sonal attendance at Cowrt solely as Members of the
Legislative Couneil of the Government of Bengal,
and that a precedent had thus been established
liable to he greatly abused, and to have a perni-
cious effect among the Native community. On
such considerations, and in the hope of obtaining
some expression of opinion on the subject from the
Government of India, of a character which would
prevent the recurrence of a similar ;Djlll‘iolls ex-
crcise of his prerogative by His ITonor the Licute-
n:m-L-Govcrnor, your Committee addressed the fol-

. 10}\‘!1\5; ']etter to the Secretury to the Government
of ]ndm{ dated 17th ultime 5 but up to date no
reply to it has reached them :—

. I'"n;m 't/m Chamber to Government of India,

am ' i
of Comlnc(rzznl[;drclriies?‘;|:S(:~::m\t~(;fl ]Of ,le Clunbey
to submit, for the consideration of lli;diic~l~l‘e goudness
xcellency the
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Governor-General in Council, the accompanying copies
of their letter, dated 13th ultimo, to the Secretary to
Government of Bengal, and of his reply, dated 19th
ultimo, on the subject of a notification by the Govern-
ment of Bengal, dated 7th February, intimating that His
IIonor the Licutenant-Governor had been pleased to
exempt certain Native gentlemen from personal attend-
ance at Court under the provisions of Section 22 of Act
VIII of 1859.

2. It will be seen from the letter of the Secretary to
Government of Bengal, that he deseribes this privilege
as onc which, “ though of little real advantage, is valued
highly as a social distinction” by Native gentlemen.
That such should be the case, as it undoubtedly is
throughout Native socicty, seems to the Committee evi-
dence of a prevailing absence of respect for the Courts
of Justice which is much to be deplored, and which Act
VIII of 1859, and recent application of it by His Honor
the Licutenant-Governor, cannot be said to discourage.

3. The Secretary to Government of Bengal appears
to argue that, because the exemption from personal
attendance in Courts has always existed in India, there-
fore the privilege ought not to be abolished, oven though
opposed to the spirit of the British Constitution,—a con-
clusion the rashuess of which it is unnecessary for the
Comnittee to demonstrate. The exemption is one emi-
nently characteristic of a state of society in which Courts
of Justice worthy of the name were unknown ; and as the
Government of India has thought it necessavy to legis-
late not only for the perpetuation of the privilege but
for the extension of the circle of the privileged, it scems
not unreasonable to conclude that the ignorant masses

c
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are thereby encouraged in their belief that the Courts
of Justice of the present day arc no more entitled to the
respect and confidence of the people than they have been
at any time during the past.

4. As the Committee have received the thanks of His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor ¢ for the interest and
trouble they have taken in a matter which had no appa-
rent connection with the commercial interests of Bengal,”
they desire to state very briefly, for the information of
His Excellency the Governor-General in Council, the
grounds upon which they deemed it to be their duty to
take action in this matter. The nominations under the
notification of the Government of Bengal, dated 7th
February, had excited surprise, it is believed, in varions
classes of society, Native as well as Buropean, as it was
generally held that the social status of some of the gen-
tlemen selected by His Honor was mot such as to entitle
them to the mark of distinction conveyed thereby. Aud
as the members of this Chamber found one of their own
number thus exempted, who, though he has been for
many years one of the most highly respected of their
lmdy,‘was not known to have publicly carned a special
privilege of this kind conceded to no other member of
the mercantile community, the Committee considered
then, as they consider now, that it lay entirely within
their provinee to address the Government of Bengal
with some expression of the feelings freely entertained
on the subject among not a few merchants of this city,
by whom it was considered that commercial interests were
10t wholly unaffected by the notification in question,

5. In explanation, the Secretary to the Government
of Bengal states that out of the seven gentlemen selected
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by His Honor the Licutenant-Governor, ““six either
are or have been members of the Council of the Lieute-
nant-Governor for making Laws and Regulations,” and
that “ this is the reason why these Native gentlemen
have been excmpted from personal appearance as parties
in Court”’—leaving it to be concluded, in the absence of
any assurance that this shall not be considered a prece-
dent, that every Native gentleman, selected to be a mem-
ber of the Council of the Government of Bengal, becomes
entitled thereby to the privilege which is the subject of
this correspondence.

6. The Committee consider that the explanation offer-
ed by the Secretary to the Government of Bengal fully
justifies the course which they have adopted with the
view of drawing attention to the case, and as they are
convineed that such an application of Act VILI of 1859
wasnever contemplated by the Government of India
when that Act was passed, they most respectfully crave
that is Excellency the Governor-General in Couneil
will be pleased to place on record such an expression of
opinion in reference thereto as shall not only debar the
recent nominations of the Lieutenant-Governor of Ben-
gal from being “allowed to form a precedent, but shall
assure the public that, in futuro, the powers conferred hy
the Act shall be exercised with more caution than has
been observed by His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
in the instance under notice.

Revision of the Customs Tariff,

Tun Report of the Commission appointed to re-
vise the Customs Tariff having been published
subsequent to the last General Meeting of the
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Chamber, the Committee think it desirable te
place Dbefore Members the recommrendations sub-
mitted by the Commission for the orders of the
Government of India.

The attention of the Commission was directed
to the following points ::—

1st—The adjusiment of a set of wvaluations
applicable to India gencrally ;

2nd—A new clussification and consolidation
of the enumerated articles ; and

3rd.—The removal {o the free list of petly
articles which neither yiclded, nor were likely to
yicld, any appreciable revenue.

In reporting upon the first point, the Com-
mission remark that the values assigned to Cot~
ton Piece Goods and Twists had received their
special attention, but they were of opinion that
as the markets for those staple imports were in a
very unsettled state it was not then a favorable
time for fixing tariff values. Following the cur-
rent rates, which were still very low, the values
assigned had been considerably reduced from the
former tariff rates, and sufficient relief would
thereby be afforded to meet the jmmediate urgen-
cies of the case. The Commiission specially re-
commended that those values should be subjected
exceptionally to revision as soon as the reéul{: of
the American cotton cerop for 1867 was known,

as
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a further and very marked change in the position
of those articles would probably then occur.

In the values of Copper, Brass,and Yellow
Metal suitable reductions had been made, relieving
the trade and calculated to lead to increased con-
sumptiom.

The classification and consolidation of articles
have been advantageously re-arranged ; the tabular
and alphabetical form, and introduction to the
fullest extent possible of English denominations
and English weights and wmeasures, will prove of
useful service to the merchant.

No fewer than 127 articles of petty value, each
yielding less than Rs. 1,000 per annum, were
recommended for transfer to the free list, viz., 39 of
import and 88 of export, and some others which,
though of greater value, had special claims to
exemption from duty.

Having thus attended to the instructions of
Government, the Commission took the opportunity
of suggesting other changes—an increase in the
duty on all champagnes, sparkling wines, and li-
queurs, of 8 annas per imperial gallon, and reduc-
ing the duty one-half on all wines (except Madeira,
Port, and Sherry) with the view to encourage the
importation of Clarets and other light wines hetter
suited for consumption in this climate.

AR
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The Commission also recommended other mea-
sures having for their object the relief of the im-
port and export trade, to the extent of Rs. 1,61,695
on the former and Rs. 4,61,810 on the latter:
Rs. 6,23,505 altogether.

At the same time, while they urged the remis-
sion of that amount as a benefit to the public and
areal and substantial relief to trade, they were
not unmindful of the requirements of the State,
and as a means of increasing the revenue, without
in any way hampering the grain trade of the
country, they suggested that the duty on rice and
grain of all kinds should be increased from 2 to §
annas per maund—an increase which would yield
Rs. 16,00,000, or £160,000.

It may be noticed, however, that one of the
members of the Commission, Mr, J. A, Crawford,
the Collector of Customs, dissented from the ma-
jouity as to the duties on wine and the additional
duty on grain: he did not think that the proposed
reduction of duty on wines would be attended
with the advantages anticipated by

the other mem-
bers, and that wines were fairly

. subjeet to taxa-
tion af present rates, heing essentially luxuries jn
the proper sense of the word. His objection to
the additional duty on grain yas based on the
ground that all export duties were indef

; ensible,
except under the direct necessity of the State, anq
v « 7
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contrary to the principles of political economy.
Mr. Crawford, on the other haud, proposed a mo-
derate addition to the duty ou Salt, which, he
thought, would not only replace the loss from the
abolition of the export duties throughout all India,
but provide also a surplus fund to meet deficiencies
in other sources of revenue.

Exccution in Independent Native States of the
Decrees of British Courts.

Your Committee have much satisfaction in
placing upon the Chamber’s records the following
important representation by the Government of
India regavding the execution in Independent
Native States of the Decrees of British Courts :—

Letters from certain Political Officers have been laid
before the Governor-General in Council objecting to the
Resolution No. 23, dated 31st January last, on the execu~
tion of the decrees of British Courts in Foreign States,
and the subject having been under further consideration,
1 am now directed to communicate to you the following
observations of His Excellency in Council on this import-
ant matter :—

- 2. The principle on which the decrees of one country
are recognized by the Courts of another country, rests on
the following broad consideration :—

It is the province of every sovercignty to administer
“ justice in all places within its own territory and under
“ its own jurisdiction, to take cognizance of . . . the con-
“ troversies that arise within it.  Other nations ought to
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< respecet this right; and as the administration of justice

e

them.  Bat in many Indian States there are no regular

“ necessarily requires that every definitive sentence regu- Courts of Civil Justice, and no recognized distinetion

€ Jay ' 3 X R .. . .. . . w
“laly pronounced be estecmed just and exccuted as between the (Government in its executive and in its judi- i
“such, when once a cause in which forcigners are interest- cial capacity. Tn such cases all that can be donc is to 4]
« s ; . corci : . £
“ed has been decided in form, the Sovercign of the provide that the deeree shall be brought to the notice of 1

¢ defendants ought not to hear their complaints, ... In !
« consequence of this right of jurisdiction, a decision made
“by the Judge of the place within the extent of his

the Native Government in order to its being recognized
and put into execution so far as the system in force under
the administeation will permit.  This ean best be done by

“ authority ought to be respected, and to take cffect, the decree-holder submitting his application to the Poli- :
“even in forcign countries.” tical representative of the DBritish Government, who )'
3. Exceution must, of course, be sought under the ‘ should transmit the application to the Native Court with 4
judicial procedure of the country where the decree is the recommendation that the decree be recognized, and ;1
desired to be enforced.  And it is open to the Court in effect given to it in whatever way the system of adminis- ('3
which application is made, to question the judgment, and H tration will permit. The degree and the mode in which éi p
to admit evidence impeaching it, on the ground of want the application should be pressed must depend on consi- A
e of jurisdiction, of imperfect notice, or of any patent fraud derations relating to the particular administration prevalent
[F . or false statement affecting the decree. But where there in the country, and to the merits of each case, on which i
i ‘l ﬂ»: is no such impeachment, a decree, if founded upon regu- : points the political authority will be the best judge. g
M h};z Tar judicial proceedings, should belrccognizcd as conclusive ! 6. Tastly, on the question of reciprocity, 1Tis Txcel- ‘\‘.
FI i }g;g;é by the Courts of all other countries. leney in Council quite admits that the practice should, as X
4. The Governor-General in Council thinks that there far as possible, be reciprocal.  But here a difficulty ari f
is no just reason why this equitable principle should not ! Under the British Government, as under all civilized b
be recognized throughout Indin. The difficulty consists Governments, the Civil Courts are separate from the *
in the great variety of judicial practice prevailing in the Cxccutive Government, and excreise their functions inde- ",
Governments and Chicefships of the country, and the entire pendently.  The Government can act on them only o
absence frequently of any regular Courts or system of f through the Legislative. It might be reasomable to f{
legal procedure. | expeet that the decree of a Court in a Native State, bear- F
5. - Wherever there are regular Courts, His Escollency § ing on it the marks of having been passed after regular B
the Viceroy and Governor-General in Council would leave i investigation and under the generally recognized princi- ‘f §
the decrec-holder himself to apply for excention througl, i ples of judicial procedure, if presented for execution in %
— s“,,,m.‘]}cl e —— - = ’ a British Com:t, would be rc(fci\'.cd and }'CCOg]liZC(I in the é‘; -
3 XV, Section 585, manner explained at the beginning of this letter. At any ]

D
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rate it has yet to be shown that our Courts would offer
objection; and it will then be time cnough to consider
the point.

7. Inrespect of States possessed of no regular Courts
and judicial system, it is evidently impossible for our
Courts to take cognizance of informal requisitions resting
upon no legal guavantees.  And if here we cannot offer
reciprocity, it is only because under the conditions of the
case reciprocity is impossible. But the defect subsists
simply in consequence of the backward condition of the
Native Governments, and may at any time be cured by the
establishment of regular Courts guided by the judicial
principles recognized by all civilized States. And this
being the easc, His Excollency in Council conceives that
the complaint of want of reciprocity falls to the ground.

8. Such are the instructions which the Viceroy and
Governor-General in Council purposes to issuc on this
subjeet.  But before doing so, Mis Lxcellency in Council
will be glad to consider any modifications which you may
think proper to suggest.”

The subject having been referred to the Cham-
ber for an expression of opinion, the Comumittce
conveyed their fullest concurrence in the principle
of the instructions issued Dby the Governor-General
i Council ; and they trust that the facility with
which fraudulent absconders have hitherto found
means of sheltering themselyes in territories beyond
the reach of the law will bhe destroyed by
procal action of our ow
Torcign Native States.

the reci-
n Government and thag of
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A.dhesive Stamps.

Tur Committee’s reply to the reference made
by the Board of Revenue on the question of how
the plan of special adhesive stamps had worked
was given at length in their last report; and they
now submit the conclusion of the correspondence.
The Committee are not satisfied with the view
taken of the matter by the Government of Bengal
and the Board; and they will renew their repre-
sentation if they find that any iuconvenience
attends the system which they deprecate.

Irrom Board of Recenue, L. P. to the Chamber.

With reference to your letter No. —, dated the
10th October last, I am directed to forward herewith,
for the information of the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, copy of an extract, para. 2, of a letter No.
168, dated.the 18th instant, received from the Govern-
ment of Bengal, negativing the proposition for extending
the use of adhesive stamps, subject to the provisions
of Section 8 of Act X of 1862, to certain documents or-
dinarily used in commercial transactions.

Latract from a letter from Govt. of Bengal to the Board
of Revenue, L. P.

2. Referring to the d4th paragraph of your No.
1962, dated the 3rd ultimo, I am to state that the
Licutenant-Governor concurs with the Board i think-
ing that the usc of adhesive stamps which shall not be
subject to obliteration in the Stamp Office, on the
documents alluded to by the Chamber of Commerce, can-
not be permitted.
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7Compulsory Registration of Partnerships and
of Deeds of Trust or Gft.

Your Committee have heen favored with the
following letter on this subject from the Commit-
tee of {he Chamber of Commerce at Bombay,
enclosing copy of a letter addressed to them by
certain Native Merchants and Bankers of that
city :—

From the Bembay Chamber to the Bengal Chamber.

T have the pleasure to hand you herewith, by direction
of the Committee of Management of this Chamber, for
the information of your Chamber, copy of a memorial from
cerfain Native Merchants and Bankers of Bombay pray-
ing the Chamber to move Government for an enactment
to make a registration of parinerships and deeds of trust
or gifts compulsory under penalties, and also of a letter from
the Chamber to the Bombay Government drawing its
atlention to the Memorial, expressing concurrence {11 its
principle, and carnestly urging Government to bring the
subject to the notice of the Government of India, in
order that the whole question may be deliberately consi-
dered with a view to legislation upon it as early

. as ma;
be practicable. v

This Chamber is deeply impressed with the neeessity of
some measure of this kind for the Protection of the inter-
cs(s~ of Merchants and Bankers, and the Committec have
dfgs,rcd me to express alope that, in the event of their
views being concurred in by the Bengal Chamber,
will give your valuable aid to the movement by qdr’l
ing the Government of India in su )
that has been taken.

-you
JUEEEY
Dport of the action
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From the Native Bankers, Merchants, §e., of Bombay lo
the Bombay Chamber.

We, the undersigned Native Baukers, Merchants, and
others, beg to intimate our cordial approval of the opi-
nion expressed by the Chamber of Commerce in its last
Annual Report as to the desirableness of a legislative en-
actment for the compulsory registration of partnerships.
We are of opinion that such an enactment is urgently
required; and that if the wishes of the Chamber arve
complied with by Government, such complianee will not
only benefit the entire commercial community, but will
effect considerable moral good. We beg leave to suggest
that the non-registration of partnerships (giving ‘the
name, residence, previous oecupation, &e., of each part-|
ner in {ull) and of all changes made from time to time§
by the retirement of old, or introduction of new puancrs,‘i
should be made punishable in the same way as the non-!
registration at present of Joint Stock Companies, and we'
would further recommend that no partnership firm should
be allowed to appear plaintiffs at law for claims which
may have originated at any period prior to their partner-
ship being registered.

Another enactment which is in our opinion urgently
required in the interests of the commercial community,
for obtaining which we solicit the influence and exertions
of the Chamber, is a law for the publication of deeds of
trusts or gifts. Instances have lately come to light of
persons of influence and wealth having privately placed
considerable portions of their property or possessions in
trust, or given the same away nominally as gifts to their
relations, but really to be held for the benefit of them-
selves and their families in case of their being unfortu-
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nate in their speculations.  The effects of such proceed-
ings arc most serious; and unless some measures are
taken to prevent a recurrence of them, the entire system
of commercial credit is endangered, a result which could
not but be disastrous to the interests of trade and to the
commerce of Bombay. We would point out, for the con-
sideration of your Chamber, that, in the cases referred to,
it was found out only on the bankruptey of the parties
that the property supposed to stand in the name of
bankrupts, and to’ be available for the payment of their

debits, had been made away with; and unless somelegisla-

tive enactment be passed, such as that now asked Tor, it will
create distrust evenin the richest and most upright trad-
ers, because no one will know whether or not their pro-
perties have heen transferred over to others. We would
further point out that, if debtors ave in this way enabled to
obtain the sanction of law for trading on the credit of
possessing wealth which had pr

eviously been placed
beyond the reach of creditors,

there is no saying to what
extent the example just brought to light will be followed
hereafter. The evil we are noticing is clearly one of
those cases in which the English law would feach the
_people of this country a convenient mode of practising
dishonesty to which they had been st

s angers previously.
We therefore sugg,

st that, when any one individual sets
A partin trust-or makes a gift out of his property for the
Dbenefit of himself, his wife, family, relatives, or friends,
such deed of frust or gift shall not be valid
described and notified in the Government G
would also recommend that

> unless
azette. We
the proposed Act b made
retrospective and require the publication of all
trusts and gifts exceuted twelve months prio,
passing of the Act.

deeds of
T to the
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Begging of the Chamber to take the above matter into
consideration, with the view of pressing the same upon the
attention of Government, &c., &ec. .

From the Bombay Chamber to Government of Bombay.

I am directed by the Committee of Management of the
Chamber of Commerce to forward herewith, for the in-
formation of ITis Excellency the Governor in Council,
copy of a Memorial addressed to the Chamber by a num-
ber of the principal Native Merchants and Bankers in
Bombay praying the Chamber to bring to the notice of
Government “ the desirableness of a legislative enactment
for the compulsory registration of partnerships” and of
deeds of trusts or gifts.

‘When handing up to Government in March last year
the minutes of various members of the Chamber on the
Bill to amend the law of partnership in India which was
at that time before the Governor-General’s Council, I
had the honor, in my letter dated 23rd idem, to dircct
the attention of Government to the necessity for a regis-
tration of partnerships, and of the commanditarian loans
that might be made under its provisions, but the Bill was
passed into a law before the suggestions referred to could
have been brought to the notice of the members of the
Legislative Council of India.

Since the Bill referred to became law, the question of
a compulsory registration of partnerships has again been
under the consideration of the Chamber, and it was re-
cently resolved that Government should be addressed on
the subject, with a view to a Bill being introduced into
the Legislative Council of India, the provisions of which
should be framed in such a manner as would provide for
accomplishing the objects above mentioned,
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The numerous insolvencies of native firms which have
taken vlace in Bombay within the last ten months, have
revealed a very scandalous state of things in respect to
the manner in which native copartneries arc commonly
carried on.

It has been proved, when investigating the facts con-
neeted with some of the insolvencies under Act XX VIII
of 1865, that Native Merchants have been carrying on
business under several different names, and have thus
obtained ecredit and advances from English Merchants
and Bankers that would never have been accorded to
them, had the actual state of affairs regarding the consti-
tution of these native firms been known,

A common mode of procedure appears to be. some-
what as follows :—four or five natives form themselves
into as many scparate firms, with distinct and separate
names, but really consisting of the sune persons ; they
go for advances to Bnglish Merchants and Bankers, cach
taking a certain proportion; and in this way much credit
has been obtained on a basis so exceedingly small that
scrious loss has been incurred by English houses where,
if the real circumstances connected with such firms had
been known or could have been in any way obtained,
eredit would not have been given at all,

Cases are known to the Chamber where men have
regularly bought and sold for native firm,
names of the firms, and were alw
members

s, signed the
ays supposed to be
of the firms; yet, when insolvency  alterwards
ensued, they denied they were partners

s, and were thug
enabled to get rid of their liability, because j was
almost impossible to prove their statements

to be
untrue.

'
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The cquestion of a compulsory registration and publica-
tion of deeds of trust and gift referred to in the
memorial of the Native Merchants and Bankers is hardly
second in importance to that of partnerships.

The experience of members of this Chamber fully
corroborates all that is set forth in the Native Merchants’
memorial regarding the manner in which property has
been conveyed to near relatives or given away nominally
as gifts but really intended to be held for the bene-
fit of the families of men who have become bankrupt,
and who defraud their creditors by thus malking away
with their property without the slightest compunction
when they can contrive to do so without bringing them-
selves within the grasp of the law.

Tor the protection of the Mercantile and Banking
interests of this country against these serious evils, this
Chamber is of opinion that the most cffectual vemedy
will be found in a carefully considered scheme of com-
pulsory registration of partnerships, and deeds of trust
or gift.

A custom already prevails amongst ISuropean Mer-
chants in India of voluntarily aanouncing by advertise-
ment, in the Government Gazelte and the local news-
papers, all changes whether as regards the retirement of
existing partners, or the admission of new oncs, and by
their  voluntarily supplying to the compilers of the
Amual Calendars the names of the various partners
of which their firms are respectively composed. No such
custom prevails amongst the Native Merchants: on the
contrary the greatest scerccy is observed by most of
them; and it is next to impossible for Luropean Mer-
b3
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chants and Bankers fo find out the truth about Native
firms, as regards the position and liability of ostensible
partners when they have an interest, or suppose they
have, in concealment.

Machinery for carrying out a scheme of partnership
registration could be readily attached to the present
Registration Office. There might be two Registers alpha-
betically arranged: one of firms, and another of the
individual members composing firms with the necessary

particulars as to age, place of residence, and such other
details, as might be considered requisite for facilitating
reference and otherwise affording information regarding
the constitution of firms which those having business

relations with a body of partners have.a rieht to know.

The names of persons who sign for firms, “of "hold
powers of attorney authorizing them to act for firms,
should also be included in the Registers.

Compulsory registration would be indispensable to
the efficicney of the scheme, and registration should be
enforced under certain penalties.

The character of the penalties is a matter of detail
that there need be little difliculty in arranging ; but on
this point the Chamber, though fully concurring in the
principles of the memorial from the Native R[cl‘cilnnts,
does not commit itself to the approval of the details
to the manner in which they
ohjects of the same.

as
propose to carry out the

In Dbringing this subject before Government T am di-
reeted by the Committee of Management of the Cham-
ber respeetfully to express a hope thag His Txcellency

the Governor in Council may take it into his carly con-
sideration and press the same on the attention of the
Government of India with a view to legislation at the
earliest possible date. Any information or assistance
Government may require, in dealing with a question so
important to the Mercantile Banking intercsts of this
country, which it may be in the power of this Chamber
to aflord, shall be cordially and cheerfully rendered.

Without concurring in all the recommendations
submitted by the Native memorialists your Com-
mittee had no hesitation in lending their covdial
support to the leading features of their proposal,
namely, a compulsory registration of partuerships
and of deeds of trust and of gift, which they did
in the following letter:—

From the Chamber to Government of Iundia.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commeice hav
received from the Bombay Chamber copy of a l'epx-escnt;
ation to the Government of Bombay as to the expedi-
eney of a legislative enactment for the compulsory regis-
tration of partnerships and of deeds of trusts and gifts,

The Chamber states that © the numerous insolvencies of
Native firms which have taken place in Bombay within
the last ten months have revealed a very scandalous state
of things in respect to the manner in which Native co-
partneries are commonly carried on. It has been proved,
when investigating the facts connected with some of the
insolvencies under Act XX VIII of 1865, that Native Mer-
chants have been carrying on business under several dif-
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ferent names, and have thus obtained credit and advances
from English Merchants and Bankers what wonld never
have been accorded {o them, had the actual state of af-
fairs regarding the constitution of these Native firms
been known.  Cases were known to the Chamber, where
men have regularly bhought and sold for Native firms,
signed the names of the firms, and were always supposed
to be members of the firms : yet when insolvency after-
wards ensued, they denied they were partners, and were
thus enabled to get rid of their liability, because it was
almost impossible to prove their statements to be untrue.”

The extent of this practice is so great, and its conse-
(quences arc so serious, that many Native Bankers, Mer-
chants, and others have reeognised the necessity of ap-
pealing to the Chamber for the adoption of such stringent
measures as will effectually put a stop to the system
of fraud from which they, in common with the Luropean
Merchants, have so severely suffered.

They are of opinion that the compulsory registration
of partnerships will be attended with great benefit to
the entire commercial community, and effect consider-
able moral good; and while they urge that legal provi-
sion should be made in this important respect, they also
strongly advoeate the necessity for bringing deeds of
trust and gift within the operation of the lay.

They declare that “instances have lately come to
Tight of persons of iniluence and wealth h
placed considerable portions of their
sions in trust, or
to their relatives,

aving privately
property or posses-
given the same away nominally as gifts
but really to be held for the benefit of

ar
i

themselves and their families in case of their being
unfortunate in their speculations.”  They ert  that
“ the cffects of such proceedings are most serions; and
unless some measures are taken to prevent a recurrence

of them, the entire system of commercial eredit is endan-
geved, a result which could not but be disastrous to the
interests of trade and to the commerce of Bombay.”

Copies of the communication from the Bombay Chamber
of Commeree to the Government of Bombay, and of that
of the Native Bankers and Merchants to the Chamber
are herewith submitted for the consideration of the Gov-
cernor-General in Couneil.

Tn placing these papers before Ilis Txcellency, the Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce believe His Tixcel-
lency will not fail to be struck with the spontancous
action of the native community who have unhesitatingly
denounced the fraudulent conduct of some of their
number, and who urgently demand the protection of the
Jaw on behall of their commereial honor and security.
The Committee are of opinion that such a proceeding
is highly creditable to the Native Merchants and
Bankers of Bombay, whose desire to place beyond all
question as to their character the commercial transactions
in which they are engaged merits at the hands of the
Governor-General in Council the most favorable consi-
deration which Ilis Excellency can give to it.

The Committee cordially concur in the representation:
of the Bombay Chamber, and carnestly desire to support
the movement which they have initiated.

They therefore respectfully recommend that the Act
for the Registration of Assurances (Act X VI of 1864) may
be extended to the registration of partnerships and of all
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deeds of trust and gift, and they pray the Governor-
General will be pleased to divect the introdaction
into the Legislative Council of a Bill which shall make
such provis‘;on in this respect as may appear expedient to
His Bxcellency.

The Committee have been informed, in reply
to the above, that their representation had been
transferred to the Legislative Department, where
the subject is under consideration.

Adulteration of Cotton in the N. W. Provinces.

Tnn Committee took up this question as soon
as it was brought to their notice, and addressed
the Government as to the expediency of legis-
lative protection of the trade against the fraudu-
lent system obtaining in the markets of the Upper
Provinees, especially in the District of Agra, where
it is alleged to be carried on to a great extent.

No final reply has heen received, and the pre-
sent position of the reference will be found in the
following correspondence.

From the Chamber to Government of India,

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
received a copy of a letter addressed to the Government
of the North-Western Provinces regarding the Practice
of adulterating cotton which prevails cxtensively among
the sellers of that article in almost all the distriets of the
North-West, especially in that of Agra. Ttisstated that
the fraud is perpetrated by enclosing  rubbish of v
« ous deseriptions, especially cotton in its raw state,

ari-
with
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“ the sceds, old cotton taken from the inside of old
“razais, old clothing, and extraneous matter of other
“ kinds, in the middle of the bale, concealing it in such a
“ manner as to prevent detection without the particular
*¢ precaution of examining every bale in half a dozen dif-
< fevent places.” Itisfurther represented that to such an
oxtent is this practice carried on in the District of Agra—
which, of all the districts in the North-West, has attained
the greatest notoriety in this respect—that the cotton sold
there is looked upon with particular disfavor in the Cal-
cutta market on account of the frequent adulteration,
large buyers of cotton being compelied to abandon, in a
great measure, the purchase of the production of that
distriet.

The practice is increasing to such an extent, it is stated,
that there is every probability of Bengal cotton being in
consequence so depreciated in the English market as to
affect the trade in a most serious manner.

Under these circumstances the attention of the Govern-
ment of the North-West Provinces was dirceted to the
neeessity of alegislative enactment for the prevention of
the fraudulent adulteration of cotton, similar in its gene-
ral provisions to Act IX of 1863 of the Government of
Bombay ; and Tam desired by the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce to request you will submit this
important matter for the consideration of the Legislative
Council of the Governor-General, with the view to the
introduction of a Bill for the prevention of adulteration
of cotton and the better suppression of frauds in the
cotton trade in the Presidency of the Licutenant-Gov-
crnor of the North-West Provinces and in other territo-
vies where it may be expedient to apply its provisions,
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From Government of India to the Chamber.

1 am dirceted to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter dated the lst instant, which has been for-
warded to the Government of the North-West Provinces
for carly enquiry and report, and in the meanwhile to re-
quest that it may be stated whether, in the opinion of the
Chamber, the state in which cotton is reccived in
Calcutta bears out the representations made by their
informant regarding the practice of adulterating cotton
in the North-West Provinces, and whether the existence
of the practice, to any great extent, is in {act a matter of
notoriety in Calcutta.

From the Chamber o Government of India.

In reply to your letter No. 2938 of the 22nd instant,
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
to state that they belicve their informant’s representation
to be substantially correct, and the fact that cotton pur-
chased in Caleutta is frequently rejected on account of
its being unequal to the samples upon which it was
Dought supports that representation. ’

Bales of cotton when opened out for examination fre-
quently present all the appearances of adulteration ; and it
is rarely the case that up-country cotton can be purchased
here without the greatest care being taken that the
quality is not inferior to its alleged condition.

River-side Dispensaries.

Axoxe the measures vecommended by the
e R, . .
Sanitary Commission for Bengal for improving the
condition of European sailors in this port was the
establishment of river-side dispensaries for the
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prompt treatment of cases of sudden sickness in
the shipping.

The proposition had the approval of the Licute-
nant-Governor, who considered that two dispen-
saries in convenient situations on the river-side,
or a hulk in a centrical position in the port, would
conduce much to the preservation of life among
the scamen: the only difficulty in carrying out
the scheme was as to the source from which the
cost of maintenance should be defrayed.

The views of the Chamber on this point having
been called for, the Committee stated, in their
reply of 16th January, that a moderate charge, just
sufficient to cover actual expenses, would be cheer-
fully paid by the shipping, and that the Port Fund
would be the proper channel for defraying and
recovering the cost.

At the same time they submitted that the
actnal state of that fund should be carefully
ascertained before any additional tax was placed
upon the shipping, as they believed that the fund
had been debited with expenses which should have
been borne by the imperial revenue, and that, if
these were written back, there would be a consider-
able surplus available for the support of dispen-
saries and other conveniences for the shipping.

A copy of the fund account and of the report
of a Cowmittee appointed to inquire into its
¥
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position having been furnished by Government, it
was reprinted for the usc of Members, and circu-
lated on the 20th February.

/ Octroi Buties in the Upper Provinces.

Tur Committee addressed the Government of
India in the following letter regarding the levy of
an octroi duty on merchandize in transit into the
interior. No reply has yet been given to this
communication, and the Committee are not with-
out hope that their submission of the injurious ef-
fect of such duty on trade will be favorably con-
sidered. :

Irom the Chamber to the Government of India.

n the Financial Statement submitted to the Council
of the Governor-General on 7th ,April 1864, Sir
Charles "Lrevelyan referred to the various sources from
which funds were derived for maintaining roads, improv-

ing the sanitary state of towns, assisting education, and

promoting cvery other objeet of local interest, and made
the following remarks on the subject :—* Municipal re-
ceipts form another increasing item, - The mode of raising
the Municipal funds depends, of course, upon the Nunici-
palities. In the Punjab and Novth-1est the Javorite
mode is by an octroi or fown duty.  Such ;

! duties were
Jormerly I

d on bekalf of the Government, and were
abolished 30 years ago, in the wake of the transit duties,
because they interfered with the Jree course of the general
trade through the prinegpal marts. ,
duetion, in the shape of @ Mu icipal tax, the same Symptoms
have re-appeared.  The principle that {own dutics are a
tax on the consumption of the towns for whose benefit they

Sinee their reintro-
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are levied, and that they should, on no account, be cxtend-
ed to any article belonging to the transit or general lrade,
ought to be jealously guarded.”

The soundness of that principle cannot be questioned.
Tts observance would have afforded satisfaction and en-
couragement to those who are interested in the trade with
the interior of the country : but it has been represented
to the Chamber of Commerce that the imposition of
octroi duties materially affects an important branch of
that trade.

The levy of a Jocal tax of 3 per cent. on British cotton
piece goods which pay a customs duty of 3 per cent. at
port of entry, tends greatly to check their importation
into provincial markets, and by reweighting them with
an octroi duty, places them at a considerable disad-
vantage in competing with native-made cloth which is
unduly fostered at the expensc of the imported article.

Interraption to the frec introduction and general con-
sumption of British cotton goods is thus cstablished,
and the trafiic in manufactures which contribute so large-
ly to the imperial revenue unfairly restrained.

It is therefore the desive of the Chamber of Commerce
to sce that obstructive obstacle removed, and they sub-
mit the matter for the consideration of Government,
with the view to an early abolition of a tax from the
pernicious influence of which it is expedient that trade
should be permanently rélieved.

‘Time allowed for application for Refund of Ex-
port Duty on short Shipments and Relands.
Tms matter was prominently noticed in the

last half-yéarly report ; and the Commiltee have

IR TS
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the satisfaction to state that their representation
to the Government of Bengal having been sub-
mitted for the orders of the Governor-General in
Council, His Excellency was pleased to overrule
the decision of the Licutenant-Governor, based
on the opinion of the Board of Revenuc ; and the
following letter disposed of the difficulty against
which the Chamber remonstrated. The concession
made by the Governor-Generalin Council was
precisely what the Committee applied for :—

From the Government of India to the Government of
Bengal.

With reference to your letter of the 15th instant,
No. 141, T am dirceted to state that, on considera-
tion of the representation made by the Chamber of
Commeree, the Government of India is inclined to think
that the proviso of Scetion 132 of the Consolidated
Customs Act is unnecessarily stringent, and that the
relaxation asked for is rcasonable.

2. Having regard to the promptitude with which
ships sail after clearance, a merchant cannot be said to
have failed in exereising due diligence if he gives notice
to the Custom House of reland or non-shipment within
three days after departure of the ship 3 but if this indul-
gence is granted, no application after three days should
be entertained, '

5. T am accordingly to request that the Government
of India may be informed whether the Chamber of Com-
meree ave willing, on behall of the shipping interest, to
accept these ter .
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/ Transhipment of Goods without paying Duty.
Tue following correspondence will shew the result of
the Committec’s action in this matter :—

From the Chamber to the Government of India. /7 f(/;«f'()

By direction of the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, I have the honor to request you will submit
for the consideration of the Sclect Committee of the
Council of the Governor-General of India for the pur-
pose of making Laws and Regulations that it appears
expedient to extend to the Presidencies of Bengal and
Madras the provisions of the Bill which has been refer-
red to the Select Committee for their report, viz., the
“Bill to authorise the transhipment, without payment
of duty, of goods imported into Bombay by Steamers.”

The object of the Bill is to avoid the inconvenience
involved in the existing system of requiring bonds for
the duty payable on imported goods before transhipment,
and to permit goods to be re-exported (on payment of a
fee) leaving the duty to be adjusted at the ultimate port
of destination.

The inconvenience complained of in Bombay, under
the present arrangement, has been equally felt in "Cal-
cutta; considerable quantities of goods, intended for
iransmission to Burmah, arrive here by steamers from
Tngland, vid Sucz, and the same difficultics attend the
transhipment in  Calcutta as attend transhipment in
Bombay : and the provisions of the Bill appear to be as
applicable to one port as the other, and, as the Com-
mittee believe, equally to Madras.

The Committee would also submit for consideration
that the convenience of the trade would be promoted
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if the provisions of the Bill extended to goods imported
by sailing vessels, as well as by steamers.

From Government of India to the Chamber. 24n Fonnsy 5]
Referring to the Bill to authorize the transhipment,

without payment of duty, of goods imported into Bombay
by Steamers, and to your letter of the 17th instant,
I am dirceted by the Sclect Committec to whom the
Bill has been referred, to request that you will favor g
them with a statement showing the bulk and value of
goods transhipped in tho port of Caleutta during (say)
the last five years.

Lrom the Chamber to Government of India. 7 :7‘»/7 s 7
In compliance with the request contained in your
Ietter No. 12 of the 24th ultimo, I beg to forward here-
with a statement shewing the bulk and value of goods

transhipped in the port of Caleutta during the last five
years.

g the last 5 yewrs.

ed in the Port of Calentta

and value of Gonds transhiy

STATEMENT shacing the bl
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The Bill wasamended by the Legislative Council

in the form proposed by the Chamber, and the
privilege of {ranshipping goods without paying
duty on them at time of importation, which it was
intended originally to apply to Bombay only, have
been extended to Madras and Caleutta. The
Committee recommended a transhipment fee of 4
annas per package.

Specification of the Contents of Ships’ Manifests.

Tur following correspondence will inform the
Chamber that the Committee’s remonstrance with
the Govornment of Bengal, in a matter of material
interest fo the trade of the port, resulted in the
withdrawal of an excessively harsh order issued by
the Collector of Customs, by direction of the Board
of Revenue,

Members are aware of the practice which rules
the entry of ships’ manifests and of the form in
which they are usually prepared: that practice has
heen observed for years, and acknowledged by Gov-
ernmeut as a well understood custom of the port
ol Calentta : but the Board of Revenue, in their
awakened anxiety that the law—which they have
so long ignored —should be strictly obeyed, and
that the practice of merchants should conform to the
law, considered it their duty to direct that the lone
established usage should be discontinued, and n{;
provisions of the Customs Act rigidly complied

with. They therefore ordered that it was not
sulficient to describe the cargo as merchandise, or
in any other gencral way, as had been done for
years past; a detailed and minute specification
was required ; and the Colloctor was instrueted to
demand it and to enforce the prescribed penalties
it necessary. The demand was accordingly made,
Dut it will be seen that the Government of Bengal,
although it at first sanctioned the course adopted
by the Board, admitted the force of the Chamber’s
objections and directed ‘that, uutil the orders of
the Supreme Government had been received on a
question which related generally to all ports of
India, the Board’s orders should be held in abey-
ance, and the practice hitherto followed adhered to.

From the Govt. of Bengal to Board of Revenue, L. I.

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 95, dated the 11th mstant, and in reply to state that
the Licutenant-Governor considers the Board’s view of
the law in respect to the submission of manifests to be
perfectly correct, and Ilis Honor approves of the instruc-
tious issued by them to the Collector of Customs on the
subject. The Licutenant-Governor is of opinion that the
Commander of a vessel is bound by law to obtain all the
requisite information as to the goods he ships; and if he
neglects to do so, he should be punished. In regard to
cases which cannot be particularly deseribed, the Collect-
or should, as directed by the Board, cause them to be

opened somewhere without the Custom House premises.
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rom the Chamber lo Govt. of Bengal.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have
already represented for the consideration of the Honora-
ble the Licutenant-Governor the unreasonable proviso
attached to Section 132 of the Customs Act; and it is
again their duty to submit for His Honor’s attention the
unreasonable requirements of other Scetions of the Act,
the enforcement of which by the Collector under the
orders of the Board of Revenue is causing the utmost
inconvenience and annoyance to the Mercantile com-
munity.

The Sections referred to are as follows : —

“ XXXIHIL~—Tt shall be lawful for the local Govern-
ment of any Presidency or place, by notice in the Ofiicial
Gazette, to fix a place in any river or port
place it shall not be lawful for any vessel, whether laden
or in ballast, arriving from any foreign port or place, to
Pass, until the Master or Commander thercof shall have
delivered to the Pilot, Officer of Customs, or other
duly authorized to receive the same, a
containing a true specification of
such vessel, with such particul
tonnage,

t beyond which

person
report or manifest
all goods imported in
ars (as to the name, nation,
cargo, and ports of lading of such vessel) and
made outin such form as shall from time to time be
dirceted by the Chief Customs Authority of the Presi-
dency or place in which such river or port is situated.”

“ XXXIV.—I, in any river or port w]
has been so fixed by the local Gov,
or Commander of any ves
or place, shall wilfull
place, to deliver

herein a place
ernment, the Masger
ssel arriving from a forcign port
y omit. before passing beyond sych
dxeport or manifest in the form,

and
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containing the particulars indicated in  the last Prcceding
Section, in so far as they are applicable to his ship, .cargo,
and voyage; oril any report or manifest so (.lchvcred
shall not contain a true specification of all goods imported
in such vessel, such Master or Commander shall, in every
such case, be liable to a penalty mnot excoeding one
thousand rupees.”

The former Section requires that a ship’s manifest shall
contain a true specification of all goods imported in such
vessel, and the latter imposes a heavy penalty upon a
Commander if his manifest does not contain such speci-
fication.

The Board cannot be ignorant however that the Clauses
in question have been regarded as a dead letter alik'c 'by
Government and by the public, simply {rom the inability
of Masters of vessels to comply with their requirements.

The only materials from which a manifest can be com~
pleted by a shipmaster are the copies which he retains
of the bills of lading signed for his cargo; these bills
of lading, as a rule, contain such a very general descrip-
tion of the goods which they represent that a large
majority use the simple word “merchandize” for the
purpose, and so careful ave ship-masters to protect them-
sclves from the responsibility which they might incur
were they to admit that they are acquainted with the

character of the goods they reccive on board that in

signing bills of lading they generally add the words
« contents unknown,”

Will it be believed that in the face of these facts,
with which the Board ought to be perfectly familiar, and,
utterly disregarding the injustice and inconvenience cer-
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tain to follow upon any sudden interforence with a prac-
tice which has obtained cver since Caleutta became a
port, without the slightest reference to the mercantile
community, the Board has considered itsel{ warranted in
issuing a peremptory order to the Collector to enforce the
peualty preseribed on such ship-masters as fail to comply
with the letter of the Act?

TFrom different quarters representations of the very

great inconvenience oceasioned by

this course of action
on the part

of the Board have reached the Committee,
who feel that they eannot too carnestly entreat the carly
attention of Fis Honor to the matter in the hope that
the order in question may be cancelled forthwith,

L. 8.—T am dirceted to annex copy of
cation on- this subject from {he Superintendent of the
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company :—

From P.§ 0. 8. N. Co. 10 Chamber,

On the arrival
vesterday forenoon, t
were made ont and {

4 communi-

of the mail steamey « Golconda”
he usual manifest and ship’s papers
aken to the Custom House, for the
purpose of enteving her, but the Collector of Customs
was pleased to order a fine to be levied against the Com-
pany, because among some of the entries the words
““ merchandize,” « sundries,” and ¢«
instead of a more definite
of some of the packages.

Colleetor, and he informs
he is car

unknown” were used

signifieation of the contents
I aceordingly called upon the
. me that in ordering the
ying out the orders of ¢,
who base these insty
XXXIV of the ¢
1863,

fine
¢ Board of Revenue
uction on Seetions XXXIIL ang
onsolidated Customs  Aet No. VI of

7

5

I have therefore paid the fine under protest, as you
will perceive by the annexed copy of my letter of tlfis
date to the Collector, and have now to beg that you will
be so good as to bring this matter before the Mcr.nbers
of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, with a
view of appealing to the Licutenant-Governor on
the subject, should the Committee agree with me in
thinking that this order of the Board of Revenue is
unjustifiable.

From Govt. of Bengal to Board of Revenue, L. P.

With reference to the correspondence noted in the
ated 11th Jan. 1567, margin, 1 am direct-
 Blst Jan. 1867, ed to forward, for the
information of the Board of Revenue, a copy of aletter
from the Chamber of Commerce dated the 30th ultimo,
and to state that, until the orders of the Government of
India are reccived on the question, which relates gene-
rally to all ports in India, the orders issued by the Board
should be held in abeyance, and the practice hitherto
followed in this port should be adhered to.

Toard’s letter No.
To Board, No.

Levy of Drawback Duty on Bonded Groods.

"Tirs Committee brought this subject to notice
of members in the following Circular dated 29th
January :—

By the 137th Scction of the Customs Act it is pro-
vided that, “upon the re-export by sca, to any foreign
port or place, of any goods, except salt or opium, import-
ed by sea into British India from any forcign pert or
place, and upon whick dutics of Customs have been paid
it

Faw

%

Ay

L T B lony,
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on tmportation, seven-cighths of such duty shall be repaid
as drawback, and onc-cighth shall be retained as reserved
duty :” but the Section does not and cannot apply to
bouded goods which pay no duty until they are cleared
for home consumption, and which can be re-esported
without payment of duty; consequently no reservation
can be made of any part of the duty to which the goods
would have heen liable had they heen taken out of bond.

The Custom ITouse authoritics, however, as the Com-
mittec learn, have been in the habit of levying, on londed
goods at time of re-cxportation, onc-cighth of the estimated
duty just as if the duty had been actually paid at time
of importation; and the Committee understand it has
been lately ruled that the Collector has no right to apply
to bonded goods cleared for re-exportation the Section
which applics only to goods that have paid duty.

ZImportation of Lucifer Matches and other
Combustible and Explosive Acrticles.

By Act ITL of 1865 the Conservator of the Port
has certain powers vested in him for the purpose
of guarding against accidents by five, and the
Committee were of opinion that, with the view of
affording additional protection, it would be proper
precantion to bring within the operation of the
Act all packages containing lucifer matches and
articles of a combustible and explosive kind.

They also proposed that none of these importa-
tions should e permitted to he lan

! ded except
under special Regulations ; that they

should not be
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discharged from ship into a lighter confaining
other goods, nor landed at auy erowded ghét, nor
taken, under any circumstances, within the Custom
ITouse premises and sheds on the river bank.

The Government of Bengal approved of the
suggestion, and directed the Board of Revenue to
give it effect.

Inland Postage on Letters, Papers, &c.

Lariy in February last the Committee placed
themselves in communication with the Director-
General of the Post Office, relative to the charge
of an inland postage, in addition to ordinary post-
age, on letters and other covers on their receipt
and delivery at the Calcutta General Post Office.
The Commitiee protested against such additional
postage, and the following correspondence will
shew the ¢ndeavours they made for its remission,
aud the circumstances under which it was disal-
lowed :—

From the Chamber to the Director-General.

TIam directed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to communicate with you on the subject of
the Post Master’s Notices, Nos. 194 and 198, relative to the
levy of inland postage in addition to all other postage on
letters, newspapers and price currents, and to request you
will be so good as to inform them under what circum-
stances and by what authority such additional taxation
has beer imposed upon the public.
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From Director-General to the Chamier.

In.reply to your letter, dated 1st February, T beg to
inform you that the proviso in Section 6 of Act XVIT
of 1854, which exempted from Indian inland postage
newspapers, &c., received by sea when delivered af the
place of receipt, and newspapers, &e., posted for despatch
by sea when posted at the place of despatch, is omitted
from Act NIV of 1865, consequently newspapers re-
ceived by sea in, or despatehed by sea from, Caloutta are
now liable to the same Indian rate of postage that is
leviable on similar articles delivered or postc[l at any
other place in India.

Lirom the Chamber to the Director-General.

.11 am directed by the Committee of the Chamber
of ?,ommcrcc to state that in their opinion the rcason
assigned in your letter No, 3249 ol the 1st instant for

the levy of Indian inland postage, in addition to all
other pos

tage chargeable under the Pogt Office Act on
letters, papers, and price currents, on (lc]ivery from and
despateh to places mentioned in the Postal N ‘
ferred to in my last letter,
the levy of such postage
deney D

otices re-
, docs not appear to warrant

on covers reeeived at the Presi-
ost Office for delivery or despatch,

It does not appear to follow fhat such additional
postage should be charged becauge aSection of a repeal , d
Act which specially provided that such postage shoulld‘ 71“:
be charged has been omitted from the Act :ow in f .
On the contrary the Committee of the C]l'\mbc]r“ ?rcc-
opinion that while it was an inadvertence 0;1 the p:lr(t) Z:
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ihe Legislature fo omit that proviso (ram Aet NIV of
1866 it scems unjustifiable to levy, on that ground, a
tax which requires the special authority of the law.

The reasonableness of the proviso, which is contained
in the following words, is apparent :— The rates of postage
< specified in thisand the following Section may be charg-
“ed on all letters or other articles which shall pass
“ through any Post Office, provided that such postage
““shall not be charged on letters or other articles received
« through Her A
«articles are delivered at the place of receipt; nor on
“any letter or article transmitted by Ier Majesty’s
“mails, when posted at the place of despateh of such mails ;

esty’s maile, when such letters or

“nor on any newspaper received by sea otherwise than
< through the Tast India Company’s post and delivered
<« at the place of receipt; nor on any newspaper posted
< for despatch by sea otherwise than through the Iast
« India Company’s post, when posted at the place of
 despateh.”

The Ievy of an inland postage on covers received and
posted at a place where Her Majesty’s mails are delivered
and despatched appears to have no rational basis; and it
is manifestly unjust to incrcase by the levy of a local
tax the postage which is charged for carrying a cover
from one place of receipt to another.

The postage on a letter {from Caleutta to any part of
the United Kingdom is not added to by a local rate
levied in London, because it has to be conveyed to its
destination, however distant, from the General Post
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Office,—~the place of receipt; nor does ITer Majesty’s
Pos.t Master General levy a local rate in addition to the
ordinary postage on covers posted for transmission
abroad.

Tt may be taken for granted that, in fixing rates of
postage, care was taken by both Ier Majesty’s Govern-
ment and the Government of Tndia that such rates should
more than cover the expense of carrying on the serviee
of the Post Office; and the additional taxation, under
the name of Indian inland postage, :

; can be considered in
no other light than

h an unfair burden cast on the public,
esp?clully on the commercial section of it, on whose be-
hall the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire
to record their carnest protest,

LFrom Dircctor-General to the Chamber.

In .reply to your letter dated the 4th instant, I
beg to inform you that I have no authority to give E
structions at variance with the terms b "
according to which the same
letters

n-
of the existing law,
Postage is chavgeable upon
posted or delivered in the town of Cnﬁ:utt !

" . a4 as on
those posted or delivered in other places in Ingdia

2. The omission of the
{ormer law was,
ed.

DProviso which existed in the

I have reason to belicve, well consider-

3. The law was carried oug
cation of the Government of Iy
July 1866, which ap)
the 21st July 1866,

on the issue of the Notjf-
ndia, No. 2841, dated 14¢h

peared in the Gazeste of India of

i
!
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4. X may mention, for the information of the Chamber, *
that, on a representa-

Ceylon. Natal. " X
Yo ng. Re-union. tion submitted by me
Singapore. Port, Bliuabeth. .

China. Caeof Good lope. 01 the 22nd of Decem-
Tlong-Kong. St. Helena. R i ~
Avstinlin.® Ascension, ber 1866, Tis Tixcel
Mauritius or Port | Malta, lency the Governor-

Louis. Gibraltar.

General in Council has
been pleased to exempt from the payment of Indiqn
inland postage correspondence between India and the
countries named in margin.

5. A Notification to this effect will shortly be issued:

British India Steam Wavigation Company.

Tus Government of Bengal having referred to
the Chamber for an expression of opinion as to
the expediency of renewing the contracts between
the Government of India and the British India
Stcam  Navigation Company, the Committec
veplied, on the 25th March, that, taking into
consideration the necessity, on purely political
grounds, for a frequent and well-conducted com-
munication by sea between the scat of Government
and British Burmah and the intermediate ports of
Chittagong and Akyab—there being no postal
service by land—and that the cost to Government,
for maintaining that communication would be very
considerable, they werc of opinion that the subsi-
dies granted under the 3 contracts, amounting to
£20,000 per annum, were very moderate, and that
the satisfactory performance by the Company of

¢
i
i
i
i
'

'
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“the public mail service fully entitled them to the
renewal of the contracts applied for.
The Budget for 1867+68.
Tue anmual Pinancial Statement of the  Gov-
ernment of India was submitted to the Council
of the Governor-General on the 5th of last month.

As the Tmperial Accounts had to be rendered a
month carlier than the usual date, the Statement
for 1866-67 embraced only 11 months ; the finan-
cial year closing on 81st March, instead of 30th
April as hitherto, the estimates for the complete
year had been disturbed ; and in consequence of
short receipts frow Opium to the extent of
£632,016, and from Customs and Mint of £276,068,
altogether £1,208,084, and of excess of expendi-
ture by a nearly equal amount, the accounts re-
present a deficit of £2,895,247.

Tor the year ending 3lst March 1868, the
Budget discloses an estimated deficit of £1,057,622,
after providing for Public Worls extraordinary
to the extent of £2,325,000 ; and in partial extine-
tion of that deficit, £500,000" is expected to he
raised by a tax on trades and professions, leaving
£557,522 as the estimated ady

erse balance at the
close of the current year.

The estimated income includes the  sum

of
£160,000, which the additional export duty

of one
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.
anna per maund on grain is expected to yield.
This measure was adopted at the suggestion of the
Tariff Commiittee, whose proceedings are referred
to elsewhere.

The License Tax.

As a proper sequence to a paragraph on the
Budget, the Committee here introduce the corre-
spondence hetween the Chamber and the Govern-
ment of India regarding the License Tax.

From the Chamher to Government of India.

The Bill for the licensing of Professions and
Trades, which was introduced into the Council of the
Governor-General on the 5th instant, and received the
assent of Iis Ixcellency on the Sth instant, has had the
attentive consideration of the Committee of the Bengal
Chamber of Cemmerce, who request permission to lay
before His Excellency in Council the views they enter-
tain of the Aect, the purpose of which is o enable the
Government to increase their revenue to the extent of
half a million sterling, by levying a tax on professions
and trades.

The Governor-General in Council need scarcely be as-
sured that the commercial classes of Calcutta are always
prepared to give their cordial support to any scheme
of taxation, which the financial requirements ol the State
may render imperatively necessary, if it is based on
principles which can justify its adoption ; and it would
have been satisfactory to them if they could have ex-
pressed their concurrence in the measure to which [fis
I
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.
Lxcellency has given his assent, and which forms the
subject of this reference ; but, on this occasion, they
are constrained, not only to differ from His Excellency,
but to record an unqualified disapproval of that measure
and a unanimous protest against it.

They protest against the License Act chiefly on the
following grounds :—

Lst.—Because its provisions are in direct conflict with
public opinion. .

2nd.—Because the paramount necessity of balancing the
burden among all classes, so that the taxation be levied
with a true measure of equity, has been totally disre-
garded.

3rd.—Because the incidence of the tax will fall with

undue severity upon the poorer classes, and is therefore
unjust,

4th.—Because the application of the tax to profits de-
rived from professions and trades, which are always of a
precarious character, “while the possessors of weaith in
land and Government Securities ave exempted from its
operation, is an inequitable weight thrown upon national
industry.

5th.—Because, notwithstanding the disguised form in
which it has been passed by the Legislative Council of
the Government of India, the License
a reimposition of the Income Tax; a tax which was
resorted to in a critical emergency of the country,
special purpose, and for a limited period ;
because it could not be maintained w
oppression,

Tax is virtually

for a
, and abandoned
ithout injustice and
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Lastly, the Committee cf the Chamber of Commerce
desire to record their very great regret that a measure of
so much importance should have been passed by the
Government of India, without affording an opportunity
to the classes most directly affected by it, to express
their views regarding it.

From Government of India to the Chamber.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Secretary’s letter dated 23rd March, to the addvess
of the Secretary to Government of India, ITome De-
partment.

2. The Governor-General in Council regrets that
the Chamber of Commerce is constrained ¢ to record
an unqualified disapproval of the License Tax, and a
unanimous protest against it.”

3. The.Governor-General in Council cannot, how-
ever, admit that the reasons stated are sufficient to
justify such a conclusion.

4. Passing over the first allegation made by the
Chamber, as too vague and doubtful to admit of discussion,
His Excellency in Council desires to address his observa-
tions to those parts of the representations of the Chamber
of Commerce, which refer to the merits of the question.

5. The second 6bjecti0n urged by the Chamber is an
argument against any tax limited in-its operation. The
Governor-General in Council does not feel called upon
to vindicate the policy of partial taxation, which has long
been in vogue in England, and which is adopted in the
fiscal system of every civilized Government. The particu-
Jar justification of the License Tax; to which the Gov-
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‘ernor-General recently gave his assent, is to be found
the fact that it falls mainly on persons who at present
contribute little or nothing to the revenue, while other
classes are subjected to special hurdens.

6. In their fourth objection, the Chamber complaing
that the landholder and the public creditor are ex-
empted from the operation of the tax, while, in the next
paragraph they describe the License Tax ¢ as virtually a
re-imposition of the Income Tax.” If by this statement
it is meant to imply that ‘the License Tax is an Income
Tax so far as it extends, the Gtovernor-General in Coun-
cil would hardly have expected such assertion to be
deliberately made. A tax which distributes the per-
sons liable to it into a few classes with a fixed assoss-
ment on each class is very different from a tax
which exacts from every person a payment precisely
measured by his income.  License Taxes on professions,
trades, and callings have long been levied in England,
and without complaint, in the different forms of stamped
certificates, and graduated excise Ticenses, based either

on the raieable value of the premises in which the trade

is earried on, or upon the extent of the business trans-
acted. Licenses of the latter deseription may be said to
partake of the character of an Income Tax, but the
persons assessed to them are not thereby exempted from
the payment in addition of Income Tax. :

7. With reference to the last objection stated by the
Chamber, the Governor-General in Council has to ob-
serve that, however desirous ITis Bxcellency may Le
that the business of the Council for making Laws and

Regulations should not, as a general rule, be hastened,

|
!
|
|
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it would be impracticable to suspend the financial ar-
rangements of the year until every measure connected
with these arrangements had been circulated throughout
India. .

8. The Governor-Greneral in Council learns, with
satisfaction, ¢ that the commercial classes of Caleutta
are always prepared to give their cordial support to auy
scheme of taxation, which the financial requirements of
the State may render imperatively necessary, if it is based
on principles which can justify its adoption ;” but while
the Chamber object to the License Tax on the ground
that it has been fraimed with a total disregard “to the
paramount necessity of balancing the burden among all
classes, so that the taxation be levied with a true
measure of equity ;” and equally object to an Income Tax,
as a tax which cannot be maintained * without injustice
and oppression,” His Dxcellency in Council is not in-
formed of the particular mode of taxation which in the
view of the Chamber of Commerce is in accordance with
« principles which can justify its adoption.”

As the views of the Governor-General in Coun-
cil do not unfortunately -accord with 'those ex-
pressed by the Chamber, the Committee. did ot
consider it expedient to trouble Iis Excellency
“with a further representation regarding the Licenso
Tax, but taking advantage of the permission ac-
corded ab the close of para. 8 of the letter quoted
above, they purpose addressing a communication
to the Government of India, setting forth their
views as to other modes of taxation preferable, in
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Vice- President.

M. C. I. Ocnourxn, Manager of the Albert

Life Assurance Company, has been admitted by
R. SCOTT MONCRIEFT,

New Niember.
Funds of the Chamber.
Tur half-yearly balance of the Funds of the

their estimation to that which was the subject of
Chamber amounts to Rs. 649-11-3, exclusive of

their protest.
the reserve of Rs. 10,000 in 4 per cent. Govern-

the Commitiee as a Mewmber, subject to the usual
ment Securities.

confirmation.
CALCUTTA,
30¢h April 1867.
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES.
Revised and adopted by o Special General Meeting of the Bengal

Clamber of Commerce leld on the 18tk June 1861,—with ¢ffect from
Ist January 1862.

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Gold
Dust, or Coin ... «. 1 percent.

1

On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo,
Raw Silk, Silk Picce Goods, Opiam, Pearls, Pre-
cious Stones, or Jewellery ... w2y

b

On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by
the Agent ... 5

-

On the sale or purchase of all other goods—the
commission in all cases to be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-
chases upon both cost and charges

o

On returns for Consignments if made in produce

&

On returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion, ‘or
Treasure

-

On accepting Bills against Consignments

bl

On the sale or purchase of Ships, Factories, Tlouses,
Lands, and all property of a like description

12
&

e

On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro-
perty of any description referred to Agency for
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which
shall afterwards be withdrawn; and on goods
consigned for conditional delivery to others and
so delivered, on invoice amount at 2s. per rupee.  hall com.

10.

5

On making advances or procuring loans of moncy
for rci: ']
commercial purposes, when the aggregate

commissi exeeed §
on does not exceed 5 per cent. «» 2} per eent.

it
On ordering or receiving and delivering goods, or
i ding the fulfil of contracts, or on

the shipment of goods, where no other Commis-
sion is derived

On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements,
and on becoming sceurity for administration of
Tstates, or to Government for the disbursement

of public money
On del-credere or guaranteeing the duc realization of

sales
On the management of Estates for Txccutors or

Administrators -

On chartering ships or cngaging tonnage for con-
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for
loading

On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com-
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the
amount of passage money, whether the' same
shall pass through the Agent's hands or not ...

On procuring freight for a ship by a shipping order
or charter, or on procuring employment for a
ship on monthly bire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon
the gross amount of freight, brokerage inclusive

On engaging Asiatic Tmigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indics, or elsewhere, upon
the gross amount of carnings...

On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or
clsewhere, on the gross amount of passege money
for rank and file -

On realising inward freight, inward troop, Emigrant,
or Cabin passage money

On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel
in distress, or on landing and selling by anction
damaged goods from ay such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on behalf of all con-
cerned on the declared value of all such- goods

2,

2%

2}

2

2

82

.. 24 per cent.




22.

23,

. 20
mium T ‘Alum, in Ditto 20
24, On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negotiating Bills Anisced, in Bags o
f Exchange ... . Arrowroot, in Cases
o ofBxchange .. Toos ‘Asafetida; in Bags and Boses
23. On debts or other claims when a process at law or Apparel, in Boxes B
arbitration is incurred in claiming them . Bark, in Bags
Or if recovered by such means N Bocs Wax i
26. On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored N Betel-nut
27. On collecting Touse Rent L, ooks Tineal
28, On ships’ Disbursements 2, i
29 On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any Bullion

iv

as may be re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of
all such goods as may e publicly sold

5
If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Piece Goods... 23
If Treasure, Precious Stones, or Jewellery 1

On cffecting Tnsurances, whether on lives or pro-

perty .

On seitling Insurance claims, losses, and avera,

ges

of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre-

Loan on respondentia

per cent.

TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Porr or Cancurra adopted at the
General Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree held on
the 28th May 1859. The Schedule came into operation from 1st

January 1860.

ARTICLES.

Cwt. per | Cubic Iteet
Ton Nett. | per Ton.

Alocs, in Bags and Boxes ...

Calke-lac, in Bags
Camplior, in Cases

0. On granting Lotters of Credit ., e 1

31. Onsale or purchase of Government Sccurities and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on every
exchange or transfer not by purchase from onc
class to another

” i Cardamoms, in Robing
e oxes o
Cassta, in Boxes

. DBags
China Toot, in Bags

-y, o Boxes
32, On delivering wp Government, Securities and Bangs Gvetta
or other Joint Stock Shaves, on the market value § ,, Cloves, in Bags

3. On all amounts debited and credited within the year

W . Boxes
als
(less the bulance brought forward) upon which Gosbincrt
no Commission amounting to 5 per cent, has . Coflee, in Bags
B Deen charged Casks

P »

Coral, Rough . .
Cotton, in Bales, 5 to the ton, not Lo exceed
Sowries '
Cutch, in Bags
Dates, Wet

| /Dlioll
1 Blephants' Teetl, in Bulk ...
. Tumniture

Gunlic and Onions

27 Brokerage when paid is to be scparately charged.

1L W. I. WooD,

Seeretary.




ARTICLES.

Gwt._per | Cubic Teet
Ton Nett | per Ton.

Ginger

Gram

Gums, in Cases

Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth

Gunjih

Hemp, in Bales, per ton of 5
exceed .

Hides, Buflalo or Cow, Cured’

oofs, Horn Shavings, and Tips

Hon ns, Cow, BuIIalu or Deer...

Bales, nob; to |

ceeding

I\hcbmcxy
Metals
Mn abolams
olasses
Mother o'Pearl, in Bags
Chests
Munjeet
Mustard or Rape Sced
Nutmegs, in Cases or Casks
omica

Oats
Oil, in Cases
» Casks

Tepper, Long B
ack

Planks 1 'S\:d Deals
oppy Seed

Putdink

Raw Silk, in Bales

Rattans for Dunmage

Red Wood, Ditto
lm, in Balos, per Ton of 5 B.\lcs not exceeding

Roping in Coils

ines and Twincs, in Bundle:
T, in Casks : les

—_—

16

50
52
. 50
20 cwt. gross.
20

.. 5
4 Tiogsheads.
he r clcst.

12 §

1 PO
2 puncheons or 4 hhds.

ARTICLES.

Cwt._per | Cubic Feet
Ton Nett. | per Ton.

Safflower, in Bls. p. Ton of 5 Bls. not exdg.
Sago, in Cases
Sal-amoniac, in Bags
» Boxes

leipehe
S'\p'm Wood for Dunnage
Sealing Wax, in Cases
Sced-ac, in Cnses

o Bags

Sen:
hlm]h Tough, in Bags
Shell-fac, in Chses N

N Bags
Picce Goods

s
Soap, Country, in Cases
) ags v

» Bar
Stick Lac, in chcs
) » Bags -
Sugar o
Tallow, in Cases or Casks 1
ale
Tmnm-ind, in Cases or Casks ...
Tapioca

Tea
Teel Seed
Timber, Round

. Sr[u'u od
Tobacco, in Bales
Tortoise Shells, in Chests
Turmeric
Wheat
Wool

o

N. B.—Goods in Casks or Cases to be caleulated gross weight
when paying freight by weight; and where freight is made payable
on measurcment, the measurement be taken on the Custom House
wharf, or other shipping whar within the limits of the Dort of

Calcutta.

1L W. L. WOOD,

Secretary.
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER GF COMMERCE.

Agabeg, Joseph.
Afoar 3nd o,
Argenti, Sch nd Co.
Adkinson, Tilton and Co.
Barton, Baynes and Co.
Begg, Dunlop and Co.
Borradaile, Sehiller and Co.
Camin, Lamouroux and Co.
Carlisles Nephews and Co.
Cogswell, J. Manager, Bengal
Credit M 2
Colvin, Cowie and Co.
Crooke, Rome and Co,
Choisy, T, Acting Manager, Comp-
toir ' Iiscompte de Paris.
DeSouza, Thos. and Co.
Durrschmidt, Grob and Co,
. Ernsthausen and Oesterley.
Lwing and Co.
Elliott, John and Co.
TFergusson, J. H. and Co.
Tornaro and Iuni,
Galloway, J., Sub-Agent, Oriental
Bank Corporation,
Gishorne and Co.
Graf and Banziger.
Graham and Co,
Ilenderson and Co.
enderson, George and Co,
Tloare, Miller and Co.
Kettlewell, Bullen 2nd Co.
Kelly and Co.
Ker, Dods and Co.
Knowles, IL, Agent Bornco Com-

pany.
Mackillop, Stewart and Co,
Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co.
Mackenzie, Lyall and Co,
Moran, W. and Co.

Mosley and Tlurst,

Macallister, R2.

Mohendronauth Bose.

Manockjee Rustomjee,

Pearce, Macrac and Co.

Pehmoller, G. and Co.’s Successors,

Playfair, Duncan and Co.

Petrocochino, . B, and Co.

Peel, Ross and Co.

Preston, Alfred.

P. & C. Nosserwanjec, Cama & Co.

Ralli Brothers.

Ralli and Mavrojani,

Ram Gopanl Glhose and Co.

Robert and Charriol.

Reid, J. M., Agent, Chartered Mer-
cantile Bank; of Tudia.

Rentiers, J. B.

Rose and Co.

Sawers, R. O., Manager, National
B !

ilizzi and Co.

Schroder, Smidt and Co.
Schneider, J. P.
Schoene, Kilburn and Co.
Shand, Fairlie and Co.
Smith, D. A. and Co.
Smith, Samuel, Sons and Co.
Smith, W. I, Barry and Co.
Turner, Morrison and Co.
Toulmin, L. W. and Co. )
Whyte, G. A, Agent, Chartered
Banl of India.
Whitney Brothers and Co.
Wiseman, Snead and Co.
Watson, Green and Iart.
Weskins, C.
Wolfl; Wilmans and Co.
Yule, Andrew and Co.
oung, Gray and Co.

MOFUSSIL MEMBERS:

—_—

Begher, Wm.— Gowhaty, A

Gale, John—Pudout, "™

Hamilton, Brown and Co—Mirza-
pore.

ay, J. 0. and Co.— kyab.
oward Brothers,—Mirzapore.
Kemmy, Thomas—Salgamoodia.
"Lodd, Findlay & Co.— Moulmein.

RULES AND REQULATIONS

o¥ THD

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMEERCE.
Revised and adopted at a Special General Meeting
held on Tuesday, the 10th July 1866,

First oooo. That the Sociely shall be styled © THE BENGAL
CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.”

Second ..... That the object and duty of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce shall be to watch over,
and protect the general commercial interests
of the Presidency of Bengal and specially those
of the port of Caleutta ; to employ all means
within its power for the removal of evils, the
redress of grievances, and the promotion of
the common good; and, with that view, to
communicate with Government, public au-
thorities, associations, and individuals; to
receive references from, and to arbitrate be-
tween, - parties .willing to abide, by the judg-
ment and decision of the Chamber?y and to
“form a code of practice to simplify and faci~
litate transaction of husiness.

Third ......That merchants, bankers, ship-owners, and
brokers shall alone be admissible as mem-
bers of the Chamber.

7 Fourth......That candidates for admission as members of
the Chamber shall be proposed and seconded
by two members, and may be elceted by the
Committee provisionally, suchelection being




Fifth ..

Sixth ...

x

subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General-Meeting.

That the subscription of firms and banks shall
De 16 rupees per mensem, of individual mem-
bers 10 rupees per mensem, and of mofussil
members 32 rupecs per annum.

That any member of the Chamber whose sub-
seription shall be three months in arrears shall
cease to be a member, and his name shall be

‘removed by the Committee from the list of

Scventl: ...

Tighth ...

members after one month’s notice of such
default.

...That the business and funds of the Chamber

shall be managed by a Committee of seven
Members, consisting of a President and Vice-
President and five Members, to be elected
annually at a General Meeting of the Cham-
ber in the month of May; the President, or,
in his absence, the Viee-President being ex-
officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Vice-President,
the Committee to elect its own Chairman.
Four to form a quoram.

. Annual clections of President, Vice-President,
and members of the Commitiee shall be de-
termined by a majority of votes of members,
such votes being given in voting cards to be
issued by the Secretary,—numbered and
bearing his signature; and no voting card
shall be received for such purpose unless so
authenticated : and all vacancies created by
the absence of the President, Vice-President, or

Ninth

Tenth ...

Lleventh...

Tuclfth

Thirteenth..

TFourteenth..

.. That all pro

“xi

any of the members of the Committee from
the Presidency for threc months or by de-
parture for Kurope, or by death, shall be
forthwith filled up, and the election determined
by votes to be taken as above and declared by
the Committee.

That parties holding powers of procuration
shall, in the absence of their principals, be
eligible to serve as members of the Committee.

.Two members of a firm or representatives of a

bank shall not serve on the Committee at the
same time.

That the Committee shall meet for the purpose
of transacting such Dbusiness as may come
within the province of the Chamber at such
times as may suit their convenience, and that
the record of their proceedings be open to the
inspection of members, subject to such re-
galations as the Committee may deem ex-
pedient,

of the C i be
subject to approval or otherwise of General
Meetings duly convened.

That a half-yearly report of the proceedings
of the Committee be propared, printed, and
circulated for information of members 3 days
previous to the General Meeting, at which
such report and proceedings of the Com-
mittee shall be submitted for approval.

That the Secretary shall be elected by the
Comumittee ; such election to be subject to




FPifteenth... ..

xii
confirmation at the next ensuing General
Meeting.
That General Meetings of the Chamber shall
be held at such times as the Commitice may
consider convenient for the despatch of
Dbusiness.

Siateenth......That any number of members present shall be

Seventeenth...

Lighteenth....

Nineleenth.,..
Twentieth .

Twenty-first..

held to constitute a General Meeting, called
in conformity with the Rules of the Cham-
ber for the despatch of ordinary business.

That on the requisition of any five members
of the Chamber the President, or, in his ab-
sence, the Vice-President, or Chairman of
Committee, shall call a Special General Meet-
ing to be held within 15 days subsequent to
receipt of such requisition.

That every subscribing firm or bank shall be
entitled to one vote only, and that the Chair-
man of Commitiee and Chairman of General
Meetings and Special General Meetings shall
have a casting vote in cases of equality of
votes. :

-That parties holding powers of procuration

shall, in the absence of their principals, be
entitled to vote.

- That voting by proxy shall be allowed : pro-

vided proxies are in, favour of members of
the Chamber.

‘T.hat the Chamber reserves to itsclf -the
Tight of expelling any of its members ; such

xut
expulsion to be decided by the votes of
three-fourths of members present in person or
by proxy at any Special General Meeting
of the Chamber convened for the considera-
tion of such expulsion,

Twenty-second. That strangers visiting the Presidency may

. be admitted by the Committee as honorary
members for a period not exceeding two
months.

Twenty-third. That no change in the rules and regulations
of the Chamber shall be made except by the
votes of a majority of the members of the
Chamber present in person or by proxy at a
Special General Meeting to be held after
previous notice of three months,
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