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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce held on Wednesduy, the
13th December 1865.

The Hon'ble Joun N. BuLLes, President, in
the Chair. .

The Chairman commenced the proceedings of
the day by stating that the mecting had been con-
vened for the purposes mentioned in the circular
which had been issued to members, viz. the sub-
mission of the Committee’s half-yearly report of
proceedings from 1st May to 31st October 1865,
the confirmation of the Committee’s provisional
admission of two new members, the election of
another gentleman who wished to join the Chamber,
and for the consideration of any other business
that members might wish to bring forward.

He would first call on the Sceretary to read
the report and then briefly address the meeting.

The report having been read, the Chairman
spoke as follows :—

Guyrupiey,—The six months covered by the
report which has just been read is the dead scason
of commercial politics. No subjects of great im-
portance have come under the consideration of the
Comumittec, but to such questions as have been
before them their best attention has been given
and the results are embodied in the report, the
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adoption of which 1 yise for the purpose of

moving. i '
The ensuing six months will no doubt furnish
ng comment. The two Le-

matter for more interesti :
oislative Councils ave in session, and already before
g

that of the (Governor-General one n-\easm‘e has
been introduced, and leave has bee?l given for the
sntroduction of two others, all of which x.nre of con-
siderable importance to the commercial classes ;
whilst in that of the TLicutenant-Governor the
introduction of the long cxpected measure for
the constitution of a River Trust will  no
doubt shortly take place, The measure I. al-
Jude to as having already been introduced into
the Tmperial Council is the bill for~ the
management of the Post Office and regulation of
the tates of postage. That bill has gone Dbefore
@ Select Committec, by whom T yet hope altera-
tions may be made in it in the direction of more
liberal rates for both letters and newspapers,
though such a concession did not seem to find
much favor with the Honorable Gentleman in
charge of the bill when suggested “in  Council
last Friday. Thold to the opinion I expressed
on that occasion that each department of the State
should pay its own postage. Until that is done,
and the expenditure for postage of each Depart-
ment has to pass under review in the Annual
Budget Estimates, no efficient check can be put

°

3

on the exuberance of official correspondence, the
extent of which may be gathered from the fact
that in 1863-64 the computed postage on official
correspondence conveyed by post exceeded by three
lacs of rupees the whole receipts of the Post Office
from all other sources. The other bills to which
I have referred are the Bills 10 amend the law of
partnership—which bas been published and is to
be introduced into the Council on Friday,—and to
provide for the incorporation, regulation, and
winding up of Trading and other Associations,—
leave to introduce which has been given, but which
has not ‘yet been published. The first of these
Dbills proposes to extend to India the Bill passed
in the last Session of the Imperial Parliament,
to permil. advances of money to a trader on con-
dition of receiving a share of the profits of the
business instead of interest without thereby ren-
dering the lender liable as a partner to the ' credi-
tors of such trader, Doubtless, you will all have
read the lucid exposition of the Ion’ble Mr.
Maine in introducing this bill, and I believe there
is little or no difference of opinion as to the
soundness of the genecal principle which underlies
this measure, though there may be some as to the
expediency -of omitting the 5th section of the
English Statute, which provides that in the case
of the borrower’s insolvency the commandita-
vian lender shall not be entitled to rank on the
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cstate in competition with the ordinary creditors.
Under some aspeets such a provision is no doubt
in conflict with the spirit of the rest of the cnact-
ment, bub after much discussion in Parliament it
seems 1o have boen retained in the BEnglish Act,
no doubt for sufficient reasons; and I am not
clear that its omission here may mot place the
commanditarian partner in too favorable a posi-
tion as regards the other creditors. This 'is a
point which will no doubt receive the attention
it merits when the bill goes before a Select Com-
mittee. The other billisa bill to adapt to this
country the English Companies Act of 1862 (25
and 26 Vict. Cap. 89); under ils provisions Insu-
rance Companics may be formed on the limited
liability principle, which though permitted in
Lngland has heretofore been prohibited here, and
anew species of Company will be legalised, viz.,
“Companics limited by Guarantee;” 7. e. the
liability of the members will be limited to such
amounts as they may undertake to contribute to
the assels of the Company in the event of its
being wound up.  Believing as T do that the prin-
ciple of association with limited liability is, with
suitable regulations as to publicity, essentially
sound, I consider it matter for congratulation that
the same encowragement, should bo given to its
development here as has been given in England by
the removal of all legal impediments.
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Of the other measure to which I have alluded,
viz., the bill likely to be shortly introduced into
the Council of the Licutenant-Governor for the
constitution of a River Trust, reference is made
in the report : and I will therefore only further
oxpress a hope that this important measure may
be passed during the present session,

Clentlemen, T desire to take up as little of your
time as possible, but, the present appenrs fitting
opporbunity for expressing the disappointment
which all engaged in commerce must feel af the
unsatisfactory working of the Indo-Tuwropean
Telegraph. Instead of improving as it might vea-
sonably be expeeted the service would have
done after experience had been gained and the
signallers had become accustomed to their work,
there is positive retrogression both as to speed and
acewracy. A report recently made by My, Wal-
ton to the Bombay Government, and published in
the papers of that Presidency, shows that whilst
the average time oceupicd hetween Tondon and
Kurrachee was in May 4 da ys 18 hows, and in
August 3 days 21. howrs, it was in October 10
days 2 hours, and in November and Decomber it
must have been still more; messages have been
frequently over 15 days in Jransmission, and the
latost ab this moment in town boine o the
1st December. pelng enly o tho

In justice to Mr. Walton, the manager of the




Mekran Coast and Submarine line, it must be
added that the delay appears to be in mo way
attributable to him, as he reports in October
that whilstmessages were taking twelve or thirteen
days to reach Kurrachee from England, they were
being conveyed between Fao and Kurrachee—
nearly a third of the whole distance—in less than
two hours. It must be added also that there has
lately been a marked improvement in the speed
with which English messages are transmitted
over the Indian lines. The detention evidently
takes place on the Persian, Turkish, and Con-
tinental lines, and arises probably in great mea-
sure from the pressure of work upon those lines.
Unless an alternative route be established by lay-
ing a submarine cable down the Red Sea, of which
there is little likelihood until the A.tlantic cable:
has been laid and for some time worked success-
fully, there will be no remedy for thesc delays
until a wire be set apart, right through from Kur-
rachee to England, for Indo-European messages.
That the traflic could keep such a line in full work
and pay a good dividend on the necessary capital
may be judged from the fact that, imperfectly as
the line has worked, the number of messages sent
and received from May to October inclusive
amounted to 14,080, the proportion of revenue ac-
cruing to that portion of the line under the British
Government alone being Rs. 4,33,079. If messa-
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ges could, with reagonable confidence, be caleulated
to go through in from 2 to 4 days, it may safely be
predicted that these receipts would increase three-
fold. , There may be some difficulty in inducing
the various Governments.through whose dominions

- the line passes to grant this concession, but it

ought not to be impracticable if the influence of
the British Govevninent is brought to bear upon
them. That it will be so perhaps our hest hope
lies in the fact that influential parties are beginning
to complain that the Indian telegraph, instead of
being a boon as it should be, is in reality, as at
present managed, almost an incubus on the eastern
trade. - Had they said quite an incubus the des-
cription would have been more apposite, but when-
ever the question is taken up in this spirit by men
who can make themselves heard either in Parlia-
ment or through the press, like Mr. Crawford or
Mr. Goschen, there is some chance of remedy.
Gentlemen, T have already taken up so much

of your time that I will only further express a
hope that besides an improvement in our tele-
graph communication with Europe the next half
year will also witness an improvement in our pos-
tal communication by the establishment of a week-
Iy Mail Service vit Bombay. It is to be hoped
that when this boon is conceded it will not be
shackled by the imposition of increased rates of
postage as was at onc time threaténed, a measure




which even financially would, I believe, be a mis-

take. This is a battle, however, which, if neces-

sary, our friends must fight for us in England.
Gentlemen, in conclusion, I must express my

regret that the general state of trade at this port
does. not at present afford more ground for con- .

gratulation. It has pleased God to withold this
year that abundance 6f fertilising rain on which
the harvest, in the absence of works of irrigation,
s0 much depends in Bengal. There has in conse-
quence been a great deficiency in the yield of all
food crops and a consequent rise in prices, which,
however necessary and even desirable in order to
promote economy in the use of the grain which
exists and thus avert absolute scarcity hercafter,
has necessarily been productive of great privation
and suffering to those thousands of the poorer
" classes who, under the most favorable circumstan-
ces, are ordinarily butlittle removed from want.
These high prices of food necess:mly react on
our import trade by curtailing consumption, the
effects of which have already been felt and will,
itis to be apprehended, continue to be felt for

sometime.. Again these short crops of grain and -

oil seeds and jute have so raised prices that our
export trade is seriously affected and the ship-
ping interest also is greatly depressed. Per con-
tra however, it may be said that our cotton
_trade has recovered the blow which was dealt
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by the sudden termination of the American
war, and those who are likely o be well inform-
ed believe that for years America will not be
able to supply anything like the quantity she ex-
ported before the civil war, and that all the cotton
which India can send to Europe is likely to be
wanted. On the whole, though this partial failure
of the grain crops in " Bengal is undoubtedly a

" great calamity, and may continue for sometime

to operate injuriously on trade, it may be hoped

“that it will check only temporarily that develop-

ment of the commerce of the port which hag
‘made such astonishing progress during the last ten
years.

Gentlemen, I move the adoption of the Com-
mittee’s report.

Mr. Manockjee Rustomjee seconded the motion,’
which was carried unanimously.

The provisional clection by the Committee of
Mr. J. B. Renfiers, and of Mr. R. Macallister,
having been put separately to the meeting] their
admission as members’ of the Chamber wasg
unanimously confirmed.

The admission of Mr. A. Preston, of Messrs.
Payne and Co., as a member of the Chamber,
proposed by Mr. Joseph Agabeg and scconded
by the Hon'ble David Cowie, was submitted to
the meeting, with the remark of the Chairman
that the usual provisional election was not made

¢




10

Ty the Committee as it was an exceptional case,
and the general meeting of the Chamber
was so close at hand. The Chairman having
pl;iced Mr. Preston’s name before the Meeting,
19 members voted in his favour and 13 against
" him; he was accordingly declared elected.

The Chairman then called the attention of the
meeting to the cxistence of a vacant seat in
the Committee, occasioned by the departure
of Mr. Eldridge from Calcutta. The ballot tickets
were -circulated on the departure of that gentle-
man, and the result was that Mr. F. A. Tilton,
a member of the same fim as Mr. Eldridge,
was elected in his stead. Only that morning,
however, Mr. Tilton had written to say that he
could not accept a seat in the Committee. . It was
always considered very desirable to have an
American gentleman to form one .of the Com-
mittee ; but as Mr. Tilton did not +wish, on ac-
count of other ‘engagements, to accept the mem-
bership, it became necessary to nominate some
one else. Tt was usual in such cases to take
the name that stood second cn the liét; but as
Mr. Tilton had a very large majority of votes the
Chairman thought it would be bebber to re-cir-
culate the ballot tickets, to which the meeting
assented.

from a report which he had seen in the « English-

The Chairman stated that he was glad to find ’
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x;cnan“ of that morning, that the Manchester Cham-

.ber of Commerse had taken up the question of

Mildew Damage, and he trusted that the action
of that Chamber would be attended with results
which would place the question on a footing
far more satisfactory than it was at present.

The Chairman having intimated that he had
nothing further to submit, but if any member
desired to address the meeting he had the op-
portunity of doing so, it was proposed by
the Honble D. Cowie, seconded by Mr. T.
. Mosley, that the cordial thanks of this
meeting be given to the President, Vice-Pre-
sident, and members of the Committee, for their
services on behalf of the Chamber and their
attention to the interests of Commerce.

The Chairman acknowledged the ‘compliment
paid to himself and his colleagues, and the meet-
ing broke up with thanks to the Chair.

H W. I WOOD,

Secretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Rerorr or 1aE CodMITTEE Tor THE FlALF-YEAR
NDED 31sT OcroBER 1865.

The Committee have the pleasure to submit
their report on the subjects which have come un-
der their consideration during the last half-year.

ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

APPENDIX A,

Tn attention to the resolution passed at the
general meeting of the Chamber in June last,
touching the assassination of the President of .
the United States, your Committec transmitted
copies of it to N. P. Jacobs, Esq., the Consul
General in Calcutta, for submission to the Govern-

" ment of the United States, and to the President

of the Chamber of Commerce, New York. The
correspondence is recorded in the appendix.

MOORING ACCOMMODATION FOR VESSELS LOAD-
ING AND DISCHARGING CARGO,

Tn May last representations were made to the
Committee that nwmerous vessols, with, import
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carco on hoard or desiring to take in their out-
arg .

ward cargo, wercunable to procure mooving berths,
or even accommodation in the stream within con-
venient distance of Calcutta, whilst other vessels
which had completed their discharge, and had no
immediate intention of loading an outward cargo in
consequence of the lowness of freights, were occu-

pying many of the best mooring berths off and near,

the town. Tt was represented that although it
might be a hardship on any.ship to compel her
to move out into the stream, yet that when the
available accommodation was insufficient for all,
and that some must of necessity lay in the stream
and at a distance from Caleutta, it was more
equitable that vessels which had had their twn
at the moorings should make way for others and
not be allowed to occupy them indefinitely. Con-
curring in the reasonablencss of these ropresenta-
tions the Committee brought the subject under
the notice of the Master Attendant. At a meet-
ing subscquently convened at the Chamber for
farther consideration of this question a resolution
negativing the Committee’s recommendation was
crried by a majority ; the matter consequently
dropped for the time : but it is still thoe opinion
of the. Commitlee that some such measure as

_ they advocated must be carried out in {ho

common inferest of all engaged i the trade

of the port. Tt is, to say the least, incon-
sistent that whilst vessels having on board va-
Iuable import cargoes, or vessels engaged in Joad-
ing export cargoes, cannot, as is frequently the
case, get within three miles of the Custom house
for many days, that other vessels, laying up, should
be allowed to occupy convenient mooring berths
off town for an indefinite term.

ABOLITION AND REFUND OF ADDITIONAL
EXPORT DUTIES. '

APPENDIX B.

TReference was made in the Jast hall-yealy ve-
port to the rumoured refusal of the Secretary of
State to give his assent to Act XVII of 1865,
authorising the levy of additional export dutics.
These duties continued however to be taken until
the 23rd June, when further levy was stopped by
telegraphic orders from Simla ; and Act XXV of
1865 has since been passed, repealing so much of
Act XVIT as authorised these dutics. Tmmedi-
ately o its being intimated that the levy of the
duties had ceased, the Commitice applied for a
xefund of all the additional duties taken sinco’

. dhe passing of Act XVII, which was prompt-

Iy conceded. The Committee heartily congra-
tulate the Chamber on this retuim to truer prin-
ciples of commercial legislation, from which it
may be hoped the Government will not again
be induced to deviate.
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STAMPS ON BONDS FOR CUSTOMS DUTY. -
APPENDIX ©,

Reference was made to this subject in the Com-
mittec’s last report. The Committee had repre-
sented to Government the excessive rates levied
in India on Customs honds—amounting ﬁ‘equer}ﬂy
(for example at this port in the case of cargoes of
Salt) to as much as 300 rupees—as compared with
the rates levied on similar documents under the
English Stamp Act. The Government recognised
the reasonableness of this representation; and
inintroducing the bill to amend the Stamp Act
which passed the Tmperial Council during its last
legislative session, Mr. Harrington referred to
this as one of -the cases in which the Executive
Government would exercise the power which that
bill was intended to confer upon them of reducing
the rates then imposed by law. By notification
dated 11th July 1865, the reduction asked for by
the Committee was made, the maximum sum now
leviable on any Customs bond i)eing five rupees.

DUTY ON MACHINERY,
APPENDIX D,

Tn the appendix will be found a correspondence
which has passed between the Chamber and the
Governments of Bengal and of Tndia on the sub-
Ject of a refund of duty which had been exacted
by the Collector of Customs from the Goosery
Cotton Mills Company on certain iron beams for

~ pose it is to he employed, free of all duty.
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foundation and. foundation plates imported for
their mills now in course of crection, on the
ground that these articles formed no component
parts of the machinery they were intended to
support. An appeal to the Goyernment of Ben-
gal having proved unsuccessful, the Committeo
carried the case before the Government of Tndia,
who reversed the decision of the local Govern-
ment, and directed a refund of the amount paid.
This case is illustrative of the narrow spirit in
which the apparently obvious intentions of the
Legislature are sometimes interpreted by the Re-
venue authorities ; but it also directs attention to

‘the necessity of widening the operation of Article

19 of Schedule A of the Customs Act, s as to
include all machinery for whatever purpose im-
ported. At prosent machinery used for pur-
poses of manufacture comes in frec, but machinery
for pressing or baling cotton, jute, or other fibres,
pays duty at' 7% per cent., and other such inconsis-
tencies present themselves in the working of the
Act. Looking to the increasing cost of manual
labor, the difficulty in many cases of procuring a
sufficiency of it, and the many purposes for which
machinery has been adapted by modern science
to do the work of even the more highly-paid
skilled workman, it would be a wise policy to
encourage the importation of it, for whatever pur-

D
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REDUCTION OF DUTY ON SALTPETRE.
APPENDIX E.

Tn the appendix will be found a correspondence
which this Chamber has had with the Kuirachee
Chamber and the Mooltan Saltpetre Compar{y
on the subject of a further reduction of the
duty on Saltpetre. The Committec entirely
coneur in the necessity of further great reduc-
tion or entire removal of the export duty on
this article, but they have not thought it expe-
dient, for reasons set forth in the correspondence,
to memorialise the Government in favor of any
immediate reduction. The Committee will how-
ever take steps to again bring this subject under
the special notice of Government at an early
date, and pray that the urgent claims of Saltpetre
1o be placed amongst the free exports may not be
overlooked when next year’s financial measures
are under consideration.

THE CONDITION OF THE STRAND BANK.

This matter has again occupied the attention

. of the Committee during the last half- “year, as it
« has of successive Committeos * for many - years.
 In July the Committee brought to the notice of
the Officiating Collector the state of the yiver
bank in front of the Custom House, which at that
time and throughout the rains, as it has been at
that season for many years, was in a state which
caused all goods in course of shipment from that

19

point, as well as the valuable imports which are
compulsorily landed there, to be exposed to great
risk of damage. Remedial measures' of a tem-
porary character were on the Committec’s repre-
sentation adopted, but these - were totally in-
sufficient to meet the cxigencies of the trade
of the port which urgently demands greater
facilities for landing and shipping cargo, and in-
creased shed accommodation on the river bank.
On the Committee’s representation also the Offi-
cating Collector caused the northern of the two
existing sheds, which has for some time been let
out to private companies, to be vacated,  and its
use restored to the public. Tt is to be hoped that
during the prosent Legislative Session of the
Bengal Council the long expected River Trust
Act may be at length passed, and the improve-
ment -of the river bank be vigorously undertaken

PUBLICATION OF WEATHER REPORTS IN THE
TELEGRAPH GAZETTE.

In August last the Committee’s attention was .
drawn to the discontinuance of publication i L
the Government Telegraph Gazette of the daily o
reports on the state of the iweather at +the’
principal - Telegraph Stations north of Benares,
The prospects of trade being much, influenced
by the probable’ out-turn: of the harvest, this in-
fonmtlon is of especial - value during the perio-
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dical rains. The Committee therefore brought
the omission to the notice of the Director Gene-
7al of Telegraphs who at once ordered that the
reports should be furnished as heretofore and pub-
lished, which has since been done.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

At the meeting of the Chamber in Novem-
ber of last year, the Committee were invited
to address the Government with the view of ob-
taining the establishiment of stations at the mouth
of <the Hooghly and at points on the east and
west coast where meteorological observations might
be recorded and telegraphed to Caleutta, in order
that on occasions of approaching storms timely
warning might be conveyed to the shipping. A
correspondence which cnsued with the Govern-
ment was recorded in the last half-yearly report.
Since the date of that correspondence a Committee
has been appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor
of Bengal, at whose recommendation proper in-
struments have' been furnished to the - officer in
charge of the telegraph station at Saugor, by whom
observations are now transmitted twice a day to
Calcutta.  Similar observations are also trans-
mitted daily from Kandy, and these observations
are received and carcfully supervised by a mem-
her of the meteorological Committee, Axrange-
‘ments have heen made that in casc of had weather
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heing cxpected storm signals shall be exhibited to
the shipping at prominent and convenient posi-
tions. -~ The sanction of Government has also
been given to the supply of instruments and
to" cost of the necessary establishment for re-
cording meteorological observations at Cuttacl,
Chittagong and Akyab, to the castward, and at
False Point, to the westward of the sea approach
to the Fooghly. The Lieutenant Governor has
also strongly supported the recommendation of the
meteorological Committee that telegraphic com-
munication should be extended to False Point
as carly as practicable, as well for the purpose of
transmitting these weather observations, as for ena-
Dbling vessels which first make the land at that part
of the Bay during the S. W. monsoon to commu-
nicate their arrival to Caleutta. Finally an addi-
tional establishment has been sanctioned at the
Surveyor General’s Office in order that hourly ob-
servations may be taken throughout the yecar,
without the inconvenient hiatus of Sundays and
holidays which has hitherto much impaired the
value of these observations. Until the laws of
local atmospheric changes are understood, of
which little is at present known, it may not be:
possible to make any reliable forecasts of the
weather, but it can scarcely happen when daily
reports are received from these outlying stations
of observation that Caleutta can again be canght
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Jin such a state of total unpreparedness as on the:
occasion of the cyclone of 1864. .

DETENTION OF OVERLAND-MAILS AT GALLE.
- APPENDIX F.

Considerable dissatisfaction having been felt at
the detention, apparently unnecessary, of the in-
ward bound mail steamers at Galle on three occa~
sions in June and July last, for periods ranging from
70 to 80 hours, the Committee considered it their
duty to make a representation on the subject to the
Government of India, in order that the Secretary
of State might be informed of ‘the spirit in which
the P. and O. Company were carrying out the
.obligations of their mail contract. The correspon-
dence is printed in the appendix. .

INCREASED STEAM POSTAGE FROM CALCUTTA
TO CHINA, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, MAURITIUS,
THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES, &c.

APPENDIX G.

The announcement by the Director General of
Post Offices in India that steam postage on covers
despatehed from Caleutta to the Australian Colo-
nies, China, Mauritius, Cape, &e., would he in-
oreased from 4 annas to § annag per § oz, from
and aftor the 1st September last, was promptly
noticed by your Committee, who represented
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to the Government of India that. no reason
had been assigned why the then existing rates
should be so excessively increased, and that the
higher charge appeared to be unattended by any
compensating advantages to the publie.

The Governor General in Council informed the
Committee in reply that the notification of the
Director General had been issued in virtue of a
warrant from the Commissioners of Her Ma-
jesty’s Treasury in England ; a copy of which
and of a letter from L. M. Post Master General,
explaining the grounds on which the increased
rates had been deemed necessary was forwarded
for the Chamber’s information.

No room for further action on the part of the
Chamber being thus left, the correspondence was
published for the information of members.

MEASUREMENT OF JUTE DURING THE
RAINY SEASON.

A considerable majority of the members of
the Chamber - having expressed their approval of
the suggestion of the Committee that shippers
of Jute during the rainy season might, at their
option, require the measurement of their Jute to
be taken af the serew house instead of on the ship-
ping wharf—the ton of 5 bales in that case not
to exceed 50 cubie feet instead of 52 cubic feet—
the Committee recommended that shipping orders
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should in future be so worded as to admit of this
alteration in the existing practice.

" Tt was understood however that this modifica-
tion of the established usage could only be claim-
cd by shippers when it was stipulated for at the
time the shipping order was taken. The object
sought to be attained was simply a modification
of a rule which had been found to cause loss
(through ‘damage) to the shippers, and was in-
diveetly the cause of loss to ship-owners also by
the delay which it frequently gave rise t6 in got-
ting cargo sent oft.  The interests of both ship-
per and ship-owner would be, it was believed,
equitably conserved by the arrangement which
had been proposed. Still there might be con-
signees, on the one hand, who thought an allow-
ance of 2 cubic feet per ton insufficient, and
might consequently object to give the option ;
whilst, on the other hand, there might be ship-
pers who thought it was too much. In such
cases, where the permissive clause was not in-
serted in the shipping order, the shipments would
be governed by the former rule.

PUBLICATION IN THE TELEGRAPH GAZETTE OF
PARTICULARS OF ARRIVALS AT SAUGOR.

APPENDIX T,

The practice of reporting in the T

i ‘clegraph
Gazotte particulars of shipping

arrivals at Saugor

Taving been discontinued, the Commitbee were
informed in reply to their inquiry on the subject
that in consequence of Government having closed
the Telegraph Office at Kedgeree, where the ship-
ping reports used to be landed -and telegraphed
thence to Calcutta, the publication was necessarily
given up; bub that if arrangements could be
made for the reports being landed at Saugor,
or Mud Point, or any other station where there
was a Telegraph Office, the usual information could
be casily given.

It happens, however, that whilst Kedgeree, from
which vessels are boarded by the dil-boats, is on
the, western banlk, all the Telegraph stations arc
on the eastern bank of the river, ‘and there is

thus no.ready means of communication between

passing vessels and any of the latter. - Bub as
vessels now at all seasons pass close to the eastern
bank, and at great distance from Kedgeree, the
position of that place as a postal station in con-
nection with the shipping has become almost
uscless.  The establishment of a post office at somo
point on the eastern bank of the viver appears to be
dosirable, and the Committee have it in contem-
plation to.address Government on the subject.

SCREW MOORINGS.

The serew moorings ordered from England,
on the recommendation of the Commitice ap-
)
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pointed by the Government of Bengal Lo report
on the state of the moorings afier the Cyclone,
have arrived, and have been experimentally laid
at different points.  Doubts having however arisen
as to their adaptability to tho bed of this river,

a Commitlee has heon ordored to veport there- '

upon, which Commiltec is still sitting. By the
recent extension of the limits of the port addi-
tional mooring accommodation will be afforded to
the shipping: 230 mooring herths in all will, it is
oxpected, be available before the next S. W.
monsoon. Some of these moorings arc how-
ever ab the inconvenient distance of 5 miles
from the Custom ITousc, and with roference to
the remarks under another head it might be ex-
podient that these should be reserved for vossols

not actually engaged in the receipt or discharge
of cargo.

MILDEW DAMAGE IN COTTON PIECE GOODS.
ATPENDIX I
. Abthe request of numerous members of the
Chamber the Committeo convened a special ge-
neral mecting on the 5th Septembor last to consi-
der what measures could be adopted by importers
of cobton manufacture with roforence 1o the internal
unsounduess of goods commonly known as mil-
dew demage. A Sub-Commitios was appointed
“ab that meeting to collect facts illustrativo of the

nature and extent of such damage, with the view
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of their being placed before the veprosentatives
of the manufacturing interest at home, and of
wging theadoption of measures caleulated to arrest
the progross of an ovil which is inflicting so miuch
injury on this important branch of owr import
trade,  The Sub-commitice has recently pro-
senled ils report, which the Committeo hag
forwarded to the Manchester Chamber of Com-
meree.  Copies were also sent fo the Chambers of
Commerce of Liverpool and Glasgow. The Com-
mittee trusts that this reprosentation, coupled
with those of other Chambers of Commerce, will
cause this subjeet to reecive that serious atten-
tion which its importance merits, but which
it appears hitherlo not to have sccwred. The
report of the Sub-Commitice was printed and
cireulated for the information of members, and
is re-printed in the appendix of this report.

COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE NORTH WESTERN

PROVINCES.

APPENDIX J,

In August last the Committes addressed the
Clovernment of the N. W. Provinces, asking to
be furnished with a report on the condition
and probable owt-tum of the eotbon crops, and
in the appendix will be found the report which,
in roply, that Government caused Lo be communi-

cated o the Chamber, Being of great interest
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these papers were printed as soon as received, and
copies furnished to members.  On the whole the
season is said not to have been unfavourable to the
cultivation, the rains though unusually late having
been abundant ; But owing to the discouragement
occasioned by the low prices to which raw cotton
had fallen in the months of May and June last, the
breadth of land sown in this erop in 1865 is estimat-
ed at less than half of last year, the figures being
8,95,102 acres against 17,39,869. The yield
is estimated at 8,24,540 maunds against an actual
out-turn last year of 16,59,917 maunds; but
judging by the actual as compared with the esti-
mated yield in former years, the report stutes
that the actual out-turn this year will probably
not exceed 7,50,000 maunds. The cultivation of
cotton in the N. W, Provinces appears therefore
this year not to have exceeded its normal extent :
the acreage under that crop in 1861, before the
stimulus of high prices was applied, having been
9,583,076, and the estimated yield 11,99,750
maunds. Tt is believed however that consider-
able supplies from the old crop will be available
for exportation, now that prices have again so
much risen. The reports generally agree that a
considerable revival of the manufacture of native
cloth has taken place since the
?F raw cotton, some of them stating that this
i industry has regained the proportions it held be-
fore the outhreak of the American war,

decline in prices
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GRAIN CROPS IN BENGAL.

Considerable apprehension being entertained.
that the long continued drought was seriously
affecting the grain crops in some of the districts
under the Government of Bengal, the Committee
suggested to the Board of Revenue the frequent
publication of reports of the condition of the
crops, prices of food, &e., in order to allay the
anxiety felt in this respect, and to place the fullest
information before the public.

The Board stated in reply that they had
already organised arrangements for the frequent pe-
riodical submission of vetail prices current from
every district in Bengal so long as the present
apprehension continued. These roturns are com-
municated to the press at short intervals, and
their publication the Committee believe is likely
to prove of much benefit hoth by correcting ex-
aggerated rumours of actual deficiency of food in
particular districts, and by encouraging the trans-
port of grain from districts where it is com-
paratively abundant to those where the scarcity
is most felt.

SATURDAY HALF HOLIDAY,
APPENDIX K.
At the last half-yearly meeting a resolution was

moved and carried, with only one dissentient voice,
affirming the desirablencss in the opinion of the
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Chamber of closing all offices for business on
Saturdays at 2 P. i, and recommending the adop-
tion of this measure where practicable. A notice
to the effect that their respective offices would be
closed accordingly, was subsequently circulated
and received the signature of a large majority
of members; the notice thus signed was then
published for general information. Except when
the closing of any important mail falls on Satur-
day, the adoption of this movement scems now
almost universal.

NEW MEMBERS,

Mr. J. B. Rentiers and Mr. R. Macallister
have been admitted into the Chamber, subject to
confirmation.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER,
APPENDIX L.
The half-yearly balance of  the funds of the
Chamber amounts to R, 4,991-3-3 in the Bank

of Bengal, in addition tothe reserve in Govern-
ment Securitics of Rs. 10,000.

JOHN N. BULLEN.
President,

Carcurra,
31st October 1865,




APPENDIX A.

ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
TUNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caloutta, 3rd June 1865
NATHANIEL P. JACOBS, Ese,

Consul Geaeral for the United States of Americe.
Str,—As chairman of a general meoting of the Behgal Cham-
ber of Commerce held this day, I have the honor to place in your
hands a copy of a resolution unanimously adopted by the meot-
ing, and to request you will have the goodness to transmit the samo

1o the Secrctary of State to the Government of tlie United States.

The resolution records the horror with which the commercial
community of this city view the assassination of the late President
of the United States, their sympathy in the calamity which the

American mation las suffered by the lamented death of their

cminent chief magistrate, and their carnest hope thatthe long

continiied war may be happily torminated by an early restoration
. of peace, lasting and prosperous, )
I have the honor to be, e,
JOHN"N. BULLEN.
Resolution.

That this meeting dosires o place on record the horror with
which they, in common with all ranks and classos of Hor Majesty’s
subjects, view the assassination of the late Mr. Lincoln, President
of the United States of America ; the deep sympathy which they
feel for the people of that country under the great national cala-
mity which this event has brought upon them ; and their carnest
hope that the war from which they have suffered so severcly may
soon be brought to & close, and be followed by peace, lasting and
prosperous.

4
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All classos of Ter Majesty’s subjects, capabl of approciating

the nature and extent of that great national calamity, have hoen
:

CoNSULATE GENIRAL U. S. A,

o Caleutta, 5th June 1865, overwhelmed with deep and heartfels sorrow, and with horror at the
! N appalling crime which terminated the valuable life of your illus-

7 JOIN N. BULLEN, Bsa., trious cliof magistrate.

& Clirman of the Bengel Cheenler of Commeree, "The commercial community of Calentta share all the sentiments
y of regret, indignation, and abhorrence which the public at large so
) Caleutta. .

Xeenly feel ; and ab a reeout meoting of the Bengal Chamber of

T

Commerce a resolution was unanimously adopted, copy of which T
Tave the honor to enclose,

A copy of it has also been prosented to the Consul for the United
States for submission to the Ion’ble the Seeretary of State, Wash-
inglon ; but Tam specially chatged to transmis to the New York
Chamber of Conmerce this record of the view which tho merchunts
of Caloutta entertain of the loss sustained by the merchants
of New York, in common with their fellow citizens throughout

51— havo this morning the honor fo ackuowledge the receipt

of a communieation from you, datad the $rd instaut, sovering copy
. of arcsolution, on tha dny wnauimously adoptel by the Bongal
Chamber of Commeree, having 1cference to the Tnmented and
untitasly death of the late illustrious chief magistrato of fhe |
United States. ' !
T conformity with your request, that resolution, togethor with
your very courteous lotter, will in due courso be formarded 4o the
Honorablo Seerctary of Stato T §. A,
But, in advance of its receipt by him, and on behalf of tho
authoritics of my own Government, permit me fo tendor the most it Unied Staies,
gratefil fhanks to you, and thiough you fo the body you so ) T have the hionor to be, &,
vorthily roprosent, for tho oxpressions of sympathy and condo. '
) lence most appropriately ot forth in that resolution, tonder and JOEN N. BULLEN,
soothing to the feclings of & mation, kindred by the tios of g
common wnccstsy with your own, now ontraged and appalled by
a calamity 5o wnespeoted, so overwhelming, ) . Resolution.
With soutiments of the bighest xespect do T romain,

Bl
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Aumerica, in order that they may be assured of the liveliest sympathy
whicli is folt by the commercial body of Caleutta. for the people of

=
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President,

That this meeting desires to place on record the horror with whicl.

Your obedient servant,
NATHANIEL P. JACOBS,

they, in common with all vanks and dlasses of Her Majesty’s subjects,
view the assassination of the late Mr. Lincoln, President of the
United States of Amoriea ; the deop sympathy which they feel for

the people of that country under the groat national calamity which
this ovent has brought upon them ; and their carnest hopo that
the war from which they have suffered so soveicly may soon ho
brought to a close, and be followed by peace, lasting and prosperous,

BrNGAL CHAMBER or Coxvrror,

Culeutta, 8k June 1565,
U PRESTDENT or ri; CHLAMPER or COMMERCT,
NEW YORK. o (Frue copy.)

Bin—Tho intelligonco of the assassination of tho Presidont. of JORS X. BULLER,
$h United Statos of Amoriea s hoon received i tho motropals o

British Todia with the profowndest einotion, Dresiddent.
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CuaMpER OF CoMMERCE OF THE Srare or Now Yonrx,
New York, 3rd_August 1865,
JOHN N. BULLEN, Isq.,

Pregident, Bengal Chamber of Commenrce,
. Caleutle,

S —Your communication of the 8th June was this-day read to
this Chamber, and T am directed to inform you that this grateful
ovidence of your sympathy with our commercial community in
their afiliction has been deposited in the archives of the Chamber,

T am with great respect,
. Your very obedient servant,
JOIN AUSTIN STEVENS, Jr.,

Seerctary.

APPENDIX B.

* ABOLITION AND REFUND OF ADDITIONAL
EXPORT DUTIES.

ACT No. XXYV. or 1865.

Jdn det to amend the Law rdating to the dutics of Customs on goods
imported and cxported by soa.

Warnnas it is expediont to amend the law relating to Customs
Prcamble. duties ; it is enacted as follows :—

1. Ack XVIL of 1865 is xepealed.

2. Inlicu of the Customs dutics authorized to be charged in

Customs autics 1o 1o Act VIL of 1859 (to alter the dutics of
Lovied o mesaibod in (e o stoms on goods dmported. or exported by
Aty s6a), Act XXTIL of 1859 (to alter the rates
of duly on goods imported. or cxported by land from certain Forcign,
Territorics into or from {he Presidencics of Madvas and Bombay, res-
pectively), Act X. of 1860 (to wnend Act V11,1859 to altcr the
dutics of Customs on goods imported or coported by sea), Act XI. of
1862 (o amend dct X. of 1860, to amend Act VIL of 1859), Act
XXIIL of 1862 (t0 amend Act XI. of 1862), and Act XXIIT of
1864 (20 amend. the Lawrelating to the Customs dutics on goods tmport-
¢d by sca), there shall be lovied and collected the duties specified
in the wo Sehedules A and B annexed to this Act.  Provided always
that nothing horein contained shall be deemed fo alter the existing
Qutics upon salt and opium, or to authorize the lovy of dutics in
any free port, or to affect the provisions of Ack V1. of 1848 (for
cqualizing the dutics on goods impoited and cuported on Foreign and.
British bottoms, and for abolishing duties on goods carricd from post
20 port in the Lerritories subject to the Government of the Fast India
Company), or to allect the provisions of the Consolidated Custows®
Act
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3. o far as regards the Customs duty on the export of saltpetre
authorized to bo levied by Sehedulo B. horeunto annexed, this Act
shall take cffect as if it had been passed and had reccived the
assent of the Governor General-on tho ninth day of Maréh 1865 ;
and 5o far as regards the alterations made by this Act in Schodules
A. and B, of the Customs dutics which were authorized to be levied
by Act XVIL of 1865, this Act shall take ffect as if it had beon
passod aud bad receivod the assent of tho Governor General on tho
first day of April 1865, and all duties which may have been lovied
from and after that date, other than those authorized to bo lovied

according to Schedule B. annoxed to this Act, shall bo refunded.
But save as aforesaid this Act shall take effect from the fourteenth
day of July 1865,

4. This Act shall be cited as “The Indian Customs Dutics’

Short titlo. . Act of 1865

Bixcan Ciamer or Comnurer,
Culeuntta, 184k May 1865,
J. A. CRAWTORD, Esq.,
Collector of Customs,

Si,—With reference to the notification o
Bengal which appears in 4 Gazette of yestord
establishes tho values of «

f the Governmerit of
ay’s date, and which
in articles of export for Customs’
duty, Lam directed to euquire if you are prepared 4o refund any
excess of dutices which may havo been charged on valuations bigher
than those authorised by the said notification, N

I Lave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient scervan,
H._W. I wooD,

Secrelury,

— -
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No. 401
Cosrox IHousk,
Culeutta, 18th May 1865.

L W. I WOOD, Tisq,
Seeretary to the Bengal Chumber of Commerce.
Sim,—Tn reply to your letier of this day I have the honor to
inform you that Lam not prepared to make the 1cfund payments
veferred to therein without specific instructions from  supotior
authoritics.

I have, &,
J. A. CRAWFORD,
Colledtor.

Bexaan Crnavper or Covyerer,
Caloutta, 18tk May 1565,

Tie TIONORABLE A. EDEN,
Seerotary to the Gorcrument of Bengal.

Sin,—With reference to the notifieation which appeared Jus
evening ina Gazelte Extraordinary, fixing the valuations on which,
the export duties are to be assessed on jute, silk, sugar, hides, tea,
and coffee, and. to the annexed letter from tho Collector of Cus-
toms, stating, in reply to a reference 1 was dircoted to make to
hiim, that 10 ordens Jiad been veccived by him to refund the cxport
duties levied in excess of these valuations since the Ist ultimo,
T am directed to enquire whother orders for such refund hay
or are about to be, issued by the Government of Bengal.

1€ & precedent fs required for such refund T am dirccted 4o point
out that in 1859 import duties were for some months levied on
valuations fixed provisionally, and that the exeess so0 levied was
subsoquently refanded when the valuations were defin
at lower rates,

o been,

vely fixed
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
I W. I W0OD,

Seeretary,
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. No. 1971
‘" Trox
Trr UNDER-SECRETARY 10 riin .
GOVERNMENT or BENCGAT, .
To -
1L W. 1. WOOD, Esq,

Scorctary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Dated, Fort William, the 19th May 1865,

);it Revenue,
Customs,

Sik—Tam dirocted to acknowledge tho receipt of your letter
dated the 16th instant, and in oply to state that orders were issued
to the Board of Revenue under date the 12th idem to allow oxport-
ets any benefit occurring under the new valuations, published in
the Gazette Extraordinary of yostorday, from the 1st of April lngt ;
the refunds to which you allude will therefore be mado on appli-
cation to the Collector of Customs.

1 have the Tonor to be,
Sir,
Your most obediont servant,
J. GEOGHEGAN,
Under-Seerctary to the Gorcrnment of Bengol.

APPENDIX C.

STAMPS ON BONDS FOR CUSTOMS' DUTY. .

Bexoan CuaMBeR of CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 22nd June 1865,
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq, .
. Secretary to the Government of Tndia,
Iome Depertment.
Simla.

S1r,—The reprosentation which the Committeo of the Chambor of
Commerco submitted to the Governmont of India in their letter of
16th September last, that th stump duty chargeable on bonds for
Customs’ duty on imported merehandiso under the Indian Customs’
Act. X of 1862, should be levied more in accordance with the Tng-
lish practice in vospect of such bonds, having been favowrably ro-
ceived by the Governor General in Council, o bill was introduced
into the Legislative Council for the purpose of amending Act, X of
1862, 50 that the Government of Indin should have, at any timo,
the power of modifying any of its provisions and of reducing the
rato of stamp duty on any particular elass of bonds.

This bill received the assent of the Governor Genoral in Council
on the 10th April last, as Act. XVILT of 1865, and the Committee
of the Chamber of Commercohave been looking forward to an
enrly declaration of the reductions which wore contemplated by tho
Legislaturo : and as the Committoo believe that sufficient timo has
elapsed, sinco the passing of the Act, for a notification of such ro.
ductions, especially thoso advoeated by the Chamber of Commerce,
T am dosired to request you will have the goodiess to take an carly
opportunity of bringing the subject to tho notice of tho Governor
General in Council,

I have the honor to be, &,
H. W. I. WOOD;
’ Secretary.

' b




X
No, 1900.

. A, P, HOWELL, Eso.,
Under Secy. to the Goot. of India,

Frox |

Tue SECRETARY ro e BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE,

Dated Simla, the 27tk June 1565,
Ilome Department. N

Smm,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 22nd instant, and in reply to informn you that it Lius been trans-
ferred to the Financial Department,

Tliave the honor o be,
) Sir,
Your most obediont servant,
A. P. HOWELL,

Under Sceretary to the Govcrnment of Indin.

Seamp Duries ox Cusrods' Bosps,

No. 1985.—Simla, the 11¢h July 1865, —Notification—Under the
provisions of Scction 2 of Act XVIIL.. of 1865, and in the exercise
of the power and authority thercin reserved, the Governor Goneral
i Council is pleased to declare that, in Tiew of the rates of stamp
duty prescribed in Section 12 of Schedule A of Act X, of 1562, the
following rates of stamp duty shall b charged hencefortl on
Custons’ bonds, viz i

Rs, As.

18 the penalty of the houd do not excecd Rs. 95 ... o g
Tt abovo Rs. 25, and not exceeding » 50.. 0 4
now B0, 5100 0 s

» 9 100, » » 5 200 1 0

» » 200, » » » 300 2 0

n 9 300, » 5 n B00 Lg
And for all sums above - » 500 500

—_—

APPENDIX D.

DUTY ON MACHINERY.

Frox

Tur SECRETARY 10 e GOOSERY COTTON
MILLS COMPANY LIMITED,

Tk SECRETARY 10 miie CALOUTTA CHAMBER, or

COMMERCE,

Dated Calentta, the Gtl Moy 1865,

 Br,—The Dircotors of the Goosery Cobton Mills Company Limit-

ed have desirod me to hand you {he accompanying copics of corres-

pondonce on the subject of certain machinery, imporked by them

from Bugland and forming a portion of the stear engines for the

use of their new cotton mills, being charged with fmport duty, in,

contravention of Act X1 of 1862 of the Government of Tudia,
which permits machinery to be imported frec of duty.

You will observe that {he Company finding they wore wnable {o
move the: Colleetor of Customs to rescind his order appealed 0 tho
Goverument of Bengal, but, although in their Seerotary’s lebtors of
Tth Mareh and 17Uh April they offéred most conclusive ovi.
dence that the machinery in quostion could not properly he cliarged
with the duty, they have failed to obtain any red Tt will bo
romarked that the Junior Secrctary to Government in his reply,
No. 16:44, dfted 271l April, makes no referonce or roply whatevor to
the indisputable ovidence laid hefore the Lieutennt-Governoy of
the articles in question being « machinory,” but that he sheltors
his denial. of justico wnder the clause iu the Ack which provides
that “ the Collector of Customs, subject to the general orders of the
Government of India, shall decide what articles come within the
definition of machinery, and such decision shall be final in Jaw
and the Directors can only attributo this porsistent rofusal of His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor in this case, which is so inconsistent
with his wsual fair and impartial administration, 1o that desire to

B
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support o subordinate even at the sacrifice of justice which is
occasionally found, and ‘may be perhaps sometimes requisite, i
Government.

Tam to request the favor of your laying the case before the
Chamber, ir: order that they may take such action in the matbor as
they may sco fit. The Diroctors feel themselves aggrieved first in
being virtually told by Government that they have made a false
claim ; and sccondly in being nruleted in the payment of a duty to
which the legislature has declared they are not liable and, as they
will be for some months to come importing farther shipments of
machinery for theit mills, they are naturally desirous o provent the
recurrence of such an unfair tax on the Company.  Bubin addition
o this they conceive that the Chamber might take up the question
on public grounds. They understand that there are attached to or
rotained by the customs authorities atlhome Commitices of rofor-
ence, composed of competent professional assessors of various arti-
cles of importation thet are liable to duty, to assist the collector in
forming 2 right judgment on the character or value of articles on
which duty questions might arise, and they would rubmit for fho
consideration of the Chamber whetler they might nob recommond
to Govetmment to institute some similar arsangemnent Lers with the
view of -obviating the Jiability, under the present system, of work
ing an in;

ce to importers, and of placing the Government in o
false or ridioulous position through the fncapaeity or obstinacy of
Gollector of Customs who, Jowever conscientionsly he might dis.
chatge his dutics, might not be qualificd by education or expetionce
to decide fairly iu such cases as that under notice,
T am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
S. H. RQRINSON,

Seerelary, Goosery Cotlon. Mills Company Linmiteg,

14, Strand, Tk Marel, 1865,

Trg SECRETARY 10
. GOOSERY COTTON MILLS COMPANY LijTEp,
. s
T SECRETARY 70 210 BOARD OF REVENUT,

Si,—I bave the honor to Tequest you will be good. enough to

i

xiii

obiain the orders of the Board for the machinery comprised in the
invoice, of which Tappend a copy to o passed from the ship  Bea-
frice” free of duty, i accordance with the import tariff list pub-
lished in the Government Gazette.

The Collector of Customs having ordered that it shall pay a_ duty
of 73 por cent. on the value, I am under the necessity of appealing to
$he Board for redress.

The Board will nob fail to obscrve that the invoice comprises
merely the foundation beams, plates and bolts, belonging to steam
ongines. These engines are for working bhe new cotton mills this
Company ate erceting at Gloosery, and being, in fach ossential -parts
of tho ongines it would be against all reason to class thom wnder
any othor head than thab of machinory.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient, servaud,
(Signed) . I, ROBINSON,
Secy. Goosery Colton Mills Company Limited.

Durricare,

Bolton, 1 .

MESSRS. Tiz GOOSERY COTTON MILLS COMPANY,
CALCUTTA.

Bought of Benjemin Ilick and Son.
1864, DESCRITTION 0P GOODS. Price | L. | S| D.
Augt.22.| Cast iron heamn to 30 across engino house ... 198 | 0] o
s | Freight as por Bill of Lading, 22 (13| 8
w | Dock and town dues, forms, &e. o sl
" Insurance on £300 at 30 per cent, and stamp ; 4 | 13| 0
» | Cartage, portage, shipping, &c., 2 | 5] 2
» | Bills of lading and postages. 3| 6
» | Commission forwarding a3 per cent por

Ship * Boatvico” 0] o
230 4 l 3

7
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Prticulrs of beams, &e. for the Goosery Cotton Mills Conmpany,
Caleuttn, sent to the eare of Mossrs. Potter Brothers, Liverpool,
G

—

No. |owts.| qus. | Lbs

—_—
1 to 3112 17 Boams for foundation,

8 2| 19 | 1 ditio for air pumps & condensor.,
9 tol 0 14 3 ditto for  ditto & ditto,

2
5 1] 11§ 2 ditto for foundation,

to16/ 9 2 3 | 3ditto for air pwap & condenser,

1 2 itto.

1 2 1911 ditto for  ditto & .

18 to 91 1| 19 | 4 Plates for ends of hoaas.
22 to 3 25 | dditto for ditto,
26 to 18 2 10 1 8.ditto for ditto,
34 to 14 1 9 4 ditto for ditto,

38 16 1 9 ditto for ditto,

39 1 G Case 2ft. 8 in.x0fL. 0 in X 01t 10 in.

! ‘ containing 25-13 boits,

o L Net weight 0.
Trox 14, Strand, 7en Marel 1565,

Tar SECRETARY 1o mp; GOOSERY COTTON
T MILLS COMPANY LIMITED,

Tue SECY. 70 s GOVERNMENT o BENGAL,

Sti—T have the Tonor to append a lotter of appeal T have this
day addressed to tho Secrctuy to the Boey of Reven
for redtess in vespect 1o'a dhrge of import
lector of Customs on cortain ma,

e, asking
duty levied by the QoL
ston clinery importod by {Lis Company.
On way objecting to the fmpost the Callaetoy of Customs adviseq
my veferring the matior to the Doard of TRevenne, but T amy iy
Tormed by tho Junior Secretary to the g that thoy

thority to interfore, and he suagesioq m
ment of Bengal; I therofore bog
ing the favour

have no qu.
Y applying 1o the Goyory.
o forward my appoat 0 you, soiic
of your laying it hefore the Government for
have the honor 1o e,
Sir,

Your obodient servant,

(Signed) g, 11, ROBINSON,
Siey. Goosery Cotton Ariyy Company Limiteq,

orders,

i
i
i
b
b
i

xv
No. 1340,
Frox RNENT
Tae JUNIOR SECRETARY 10 e GOVERNME
OF BENGAL.
To
Tip SECRETARY 10 e |
GOOSERY COTTON MILLS COMPANY LIMITED,
Dated Fort William, the 6th April 1865,
Customs.

Str—T am divected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
’ 1

dated tho 7th ultimo, appoaling aguinst tho Tevy of Customs duty
on cartain ivon beams imported Ly the Goosory Cotton Dills
Company, and in reply to state that hewms for an engine houso
cannot be held to be component parts of {he machinery that hoiiso
is futended to contain 5 the beams referred to do nob therefore come
i 2 o
within the meaning of Article 18, Schedule A, Act XL of 1862,

as amended by Scetion 1, Ack XXTIT of 1862.
1 have thie honor to be,

S,

Your most obediciit servant,

(Signed) 8. C. DAYLEY,

Junior Scey. o Government of Bengal.

frox Tue SECY. GOOSERY COTTON MILLS COMPANY

LIMITED,

Tui SECY. TO GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL.
Dated Caleutta, April 1ith 1865,

1,1 havo the honor to acknowledge vecoipt of your loter No.
1340 of 6th instant, informing me that certain machinery in respect
'fwhichlappcalcd for exemption from imnport duty conld ot o
‘(‘llu\vcd such exemption for the reason, that « beams for an cl.lgmc
‘1‘0“% cannot be held to be component parts of the machinery
e o i

2 use is intended to contain. . . -
”‘;t hl‘))cin" evident from the above quotation from your leticr

EEE
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1

that the G are under a as to the nature

of the articles for which exemption is claimed by the Company, the
Directors have desired me again respectfully to solicit the Liout,
Governor’s attention to the subject, they Dbeing moreover now
desirous of being freed from the imputation, which the above reply
has cast upon them, of having sought to avoid payment of a fair
and legal import duty.

L am directed to point out that the principal articles in respect
of which the duty question has avisen cannot properly be deseribed
as ““beams for an engine house,” and thiat they are not so denomi-
nated cither in the invoice or in my appeal, but that, as stated in
the lutter, they ave « cssential parts of the engine itself”, forming
in fact the foundation plates without which no engine can be com-
Dlete, and that these cannot bo component parts of the engine
house inasmuch as tlie latter would be quite complete withoug
them,

In confirmation of this T am also directed to submit the accom-
panying letter from Messrs. Jossop and o, (the first civil on-
gineers in Caleutta not in Govermment employ,) and the Directors
feel confident that their report would
competent person to whom the Govern,
tion,

bo confirmed by any other
ment might vefor the ques-

Ihave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) 8.1 ROBINSON,
| Seey. Goosery Cotton AMills Company Limited,
Culcxvlla, 17th April 1865,
(Copy )
8. . ROBINSON, Esq,
Seey. Goosery Cotton ity Company. Limited,
Drsr Sir,—We are in receipt of your lette)

& T of the 15t inst
enclosing an fnvoico of 5th instant

mochinry fovvarded by Megsrs, gy

. ck and
Son of the Solio Works, Bolton, Lancashire, and sid 1o have homy
Yanded ex-ship « Beagrice 1y, consider that s they form 4 poy.

xvii

tion of a steam ongino thoy ought to be exempt from duty wnder
the Act alluded to. ‘Tho invoice is herewith returned.
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) ~ JESSOP AND CO.
No. 1644,
Frox
Tue JUNIOR SECY. 1o iz GOVERNMENT
OF BENGAL.
To

Tug SECRETARY 1o e
GOOSERY COTTON MILLS COMPANY LIMITED,
Dated Fort, William, the 27th April 1865
Cnstoms. .

S, —T am dirocted to acknowledgo the recoipt of your letbor
dated the 17¢h instant, requosting a re-consideration of the Licuto-
nant-Governor's decision communicated. in lettor No. 1340, dated
Gth idem, and in reply Iam to say that the Licutenant-Governor
aftor gonsidering your objections, and the letter of Messts. Jessop
and Co, sces n0 reason to alter his opinion, and declines fo in-
texfore with the decision of the Collector of Customs which is final
in T,

1 have the honor to bo,
sir,
Yonr most obedient servant,
(Signed)  J. GEOGHEGAN,
For Junior Seey. to the Goot. of Bengad.

BeNGAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 26th May 1865,
To
Tue Hox'sre ASHLEY EDEN,

. Secretary to Government of Bengad,
Sn,—The Directors of the Goosery Cotton Mills Company have
placed before tho Comumnittee of the Chamber of Commerce the cor-

c
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respondence that has passed between themselves and the Govern-
ment relative to the lovy of duty on what they represent as certain
necessaty component parts of a stéam engine, but which the Col-
lector of Customs has decided do not constitute machinery within
the meaning of Act XVII of 1805, and the opinion of His Honor
the Lieutenant-Govornor—to whom tho Company appealed against
the Collector’s decision—is adverse to the claim they make for ex-
cmption from duty.

When the Committee first considered the ease, they were under
the fmpression that the ruling of the Revenue authorities was justi-
fied by the ciroumstances as far as they wero disclosed, and tha
impression would have been retained if they had had no stronger
testimony than that presented in Messrs. Jessop and Co.’s letter.

In replying to the Cotton Mills Company the Committee requested
to be furnished with any other certificates they could produce as to
the watorials in question being bond fide and absolutely necessary
component parts of the engine, and they wore informed that if this
point could be sati: ily established the C
port their appeal.

The Company have since forwarded to the Chamber two certifi-
cates, truo copies of which are hercto attachoed ; one from
Mr. MoLardy, a practical Engincor of considerable exporience, and
the other from Mr. Gilmour, Superintending Engincer of the Bitish
India Steam Navigation Company. These professional authoritics
declare that the materials are Part and parcel of the steam engine,
and that they should be as freo from duty as the wheels of a por-
table engine are.

Any doubt the Committee may have entertained having been
thus removed they rust the Licutenant-Governor will noy be equally
;:lu:{:leae :1:: t{xe Clotton Mills Comprny haveo niade out a good case
f xemption they claim, and that His Honor will be pleased to
issue the needful orders to the Board and the Collector,

The Committee have had another ease boforo ¢h
tion of machinery by Mr. Dundas, of Megsts, Si
but as the decision of the Licubonant-Govern
posed of the question, no furt
observe Low much it would

would sup-

em—an importa-
hand, Fairlie and Co.;
or satistactorily dis-
ther notice scoms requived than 4o
tend to simplify the action of tho

xix

Customs in respect of such importations, if it could bo clomly dofined _
for the future what is and what is not a component part of an on-
gine or of machinery as contemplated by the Act.
1 have, &,
f.W. L WOOD,

Seeretary.
No. 2246.
Fronm
S. C. BAYLEY, Esq.,
Junior Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal,
To
Tur SECRETARY o tie BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.
Tort William, the 10th June 1865,
Customs,

S1m,—T am dirocted to acknowledge the recoipt of your lobtor
dated the 26th wltimo, and in reply to say that tho Licutenant-
Goyernor has no doubt that it would be difficult to apply the on-
gines imported by the Goosery Cotton Mills Company to the pur-
poses for which they aro intended without the foundation beams
and plates on which they are to rost, or some cfliciont substituto for
them, but it does not, therefore, follow that the foundation beams
are component parts of tho ongines which they support any moro
than & masonry platform would bo; and the Licutenant-Governor
5005 1o sufliciont grounds for modifying the ordors already passed,
as tho beams do not appear to His Honor to bo necessary component
parts of tho machinery in the sonse intended hy tho law. But as
the subject is ono of general interest, and it is desirablo that tho
ruling ghould bo tho samo at all Diitish Indian ports, the matter *
will be referred for tho consideration and orders of the Governor
General in Cowneil,

2. In regmd to the proposal contained in the concluding para-
graph of your letter for a genoral definition of what are, and what
are not, component parts of engines or machinery, T am to say that
an attempt was on a previous occasion made to propare lists of what
was, and what wa not, entitled to exemption under article 19 of
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Schedule A., Act XVIL of 1865, but it was found to be impracti-
cable,
1 have the honor to be,

- i,
Your most obedicnt servant,
J. GEOGHEGAN,
For Junior Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal.

BeNGAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,

Caleutta, 22nd June 1863,
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of Tndic,
Home Depurtment, Simla,

S,—TI am directed by the Committce of the Chamber of Com-
meree to submit for the consideration of His Excellency the Governor
General in Couneil the aceompanying copies of correspondenco which
have passed between the Chamber and the Government of Bengal
on tho subject of exempting from import duty, wnder articlo 19
of Schedule A of Act XVIT of 1865, cortain articles forming com-
ponent parts of steam machinery for the manufacture of cotton
yarn,

1t will bo scen from the correspondence that although these arti-
cles are cortified by practical enginecrs 4o bo to all intents and pur-
poses ecosstry component parts of the machinery, and_ although
they form part and pareel of tho original invoice, yeb the Lioute.
nant-Governor, on the ground, apparently, thab substitutes might bo
provided for the beams and foundation plates in this country, does
not consider them necessary component parts of the m,
in the senso intended by the I, and declin
torfere with the decision passed by

achinery
s in consoquenco to in-
the Customs authoritics,

My Committee, with all respect for the Licutenant-Goy,
beg to dissent altogethier from this ruling,
divcotly opposed to the truo intent and meaning of 41,9 exemption
clauso framod by the Legislature, Tt would ho qg reasonable, my
Committee submit, to argue that the wheels of g locomotive ar
n0t component parts of {he engine, heeause wheels could po:

crnor,
5 which they consider to be

i
f
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Dly be casb here, or that the boiler of a steam cngine was not &
necessary component part thereof, heeause such boiler could be
constructed here, as that the foundation plates and beams, on
which exemption is clnimed in this case, sent oub as parts of this
engine, and adapted for nothing else are not component parts there-
of. Such an interprotation has never however been  attempted by
‘the Customs authorities in the one case, and the Committeo of the
Chamber desive respeetfully to protest against so narrow and
strained a construction of the Act in the other casc,

Tam desired in conclusion to expross a hope that, in view of the
importance of ing tho introd into this country of
sboam  machinery used exclusively for purposes of agriculture,
navigation, mining or manufacturo or for railway purposes, and
matorials forming nocossaty component parts of such machincry,
His Bxcellency in Council will insbruct the Govermuent of Bengal
to re-consider the reference made by the Chamber, and that o broader
and more libexal construction, which the Committee belicve would
bomore in accordunco with the spirit of the Act, may be placed
apon it.

T have the honor to be, &,
H. W, L WooD,
' Seerctary.

' No. 1898.
TFrox
A. P. HOWELL, Tsq.,
Under Secy. to the Govt. of Tndia,
To

Tan SECY. 7o mn BENGAL CIAMBER o COMMERCE,
Dated Simla, the 28th June 1865,

Ilome Department.

Sir,—T am dirceted to acknowledge th roceipt of your lotter
of tho 22nd instant with enclosuros, and in_ reply o inform yon that
the papers have hoen travsferred to the Financial Depurtment,

T have the honor to bo,
Sir,
Your most obediont sorvant,
A. P, HOWELL,
Under Secy. to the Govt. of Indic.
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No. 1130T.

Trox

Tz JUNIOR SECRETARY 70 e GOVERNMENT or

BENGAT,
To
Tre SECRETARY 1o tie BENGAL CHAMBER OF
. COMMERCE.
11 M's Yackt “Rotas,” the Gt Sept. 18065,

Customs.

Sti,—In continuation of the letter from this office No. 2246, dated
the 10th June last, T am dirccted to state for the information of tho
Bengal Chamber of Commerce that the Government of India
having ruled thab the materials imported by the Goosery Cotton

* Mills Co. Limited come wnder the designation of machinery, the
Licutenant-Governor has issued orders to the Board of Revenue,
direeting the refund of the duty levied by the Collector of Customs
from the Company.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

S. C. BAYLEY,
Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
BENGAL CHAMBER o COMMBROE.
Culeutta, 11th Sepiember 1865,
S. H. ROBINSON, Ese.,
Seey. Goosery Cotton Mills Company.
Dra Sim—By my lettor of 17th June T informed you of the
result of the Cliamber’s reference to the Government, of Bengal on
the subject of duty levied by the Collector of Customs on certain
parts of machinery fmiported by you, and of the intention to reprasent
the ease to higher authority ; and I have now the satisfaction to
communicate that the Governor Generalin Covineil Tas ruled that
the materials imported by the Goosery Cotton Milly Company come
under the designation of machinery, and that the Licutenant-Gover-

i
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nor has in consequence issued orders to the Board of Revenue to
refund the duty.
Yours faithfully,
II. W. 1. WOOD,
Seeretary.
Caloutta, 20th September 1865,
H. W. 1. WO0OD, se.,
Seey., Chamber of Commerce.

Drar Sir,—The Dircctors of the Goosery Cotton Mills Com-
pany Limited desire me to offer thoir best thanks to your Com-
mitteo for supporting our claim for exemption from import duty
oncortain machinery imported by the Company, the sucoessful result
of which you communicated to me in your letter of 11th instant,

Should you intend to publish the correspondence in your next
hall-yearly report I am to voquest the favorof your having an oxtra
number of copies* of that portion containing the correspondence
printed off for the information of owr sharcholders, and any
expence abtending the same I should be glad to pay.

I am,
Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
S, H. ROBINSON,
Seey. Goosory Cotton Mils Compy. Ld.

“ Say 100
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T heg t0 annex for the information of your Chambor a siatoment
shewing the quantity of saltpetro exported from the Punjab and
Seindo between tho years 1849 and 1865 as taken from the Kurracheo
customs returns, and romain,

APPENDIX E

REDUCTION OF DUTY ON SALTPETRE.

FAN L RN T

22

Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. C. JOHNSON,
Agent, Mooltun Saltpetre Company.

No. 105.
Moottan, 14th August 1665,
Tui: SECRETARY 10 1um CHAMBER or COMMERCT,

CALOUTTA, Ertract from « Ouwr Paper)” dated 23rd June 1865

S1,—T ought to have thanked you sooner, which I now do, for 1849-50 wo Cwis. 530
the copy of the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce to the Vico- 1850-51 .y 5,048
roy and Governor General of India which you so kindly forwarded 1851-52 P 6,822
to me a short timo ago, 1852-53 e 4,710

Bub ny object in maling this communication to yon is to enlis 1853-54 o 25,006
the aid and support of your Chambor with & view to the removal of 1854-55 » 33,844
the existing export duty on saltpetre. The Kurrachee Chambor of 1855-56 o n o 33,679
Commeree has recently forwarded a memorial to Government on 1856-57 U ey 59,027
the subject, and a similar represontation at tho present 4imo from 1857-58 e 80,724
our Chamber would, douhtless, be attended with good results, Tor 1858-50 e 13,100
your Chamber must be fally informed of the exi ing condition of 1859-60 »  1,01,629
the trade. Indeed there is overy probability of saltpetre censing to 186061 w8770
be an article of export so fur as Tndinis concorned even mnder tho 1861-62 o 08370
completo remission of the duiy. T beg however, that your Chambor 1862-63 weom 87800
will anove the Covernment in this matter as carly as practicable, so 1863-64 e e 20,669
that Indian saltpetrs may uf Jeast be placed in . position 1o com. 1864-65 e 2,436
20? w;u. u].o produce of othier countries, Ly year the prices of : '

‘aleutta and Bombay saltpetre were gy ively a
a0l e v, it v 30 i 3 e 92 e e

Caloutta, 244k August 1865.
A. C. JOIINSON, Esq.,
Agent, Saitpetre Company, Moollan.

Sir,—I have submitted to the Commitice of the Chamber of
Commerce your letter of the 14th instant, in which youwrgo thom
t0 move the Government of India to take off the remaining one
yupee per maund duty on salipetre.

he Company has managed with diffenlty o contine its opor
tions Heretofore. But wnless 6o trado is put on a hetter fo. r] ,,"j
e futtre, and that immediately, e mmust only wing otinglor
ata considorable sacrifice. T hayo s up our

aflairs
» however, good hope that as it
generally undor
clim which so
on, but will use
atax which is hotl, heavy

s the privilego of your Clivmber 1o take Gommerge
s special protection they will nob overlook 4he
splendid a trade as saltpetro has on their considerat;,
every exertion to ubtain tho remission of S
and injurious,

d
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Inreply Tam direcied to inform you that this Chamber has
long advocaied the frec -cxportation of that fmportant stplo of
the Indinn trade; a Jarge Teduetion of dufy has alseady beon
made ; and it will be satisfactory fo the Chambor and to all who
ave intorestod in the articlo when tho duty is fotally repealed,

But it s expedicnt that due egard be had to the cirenmsiances
which af presnt attend the question of removal of duty, and tha
20 endeavour to obtain further relief should be made wnless
acsompanied by indisputable evidence of the necossity for grant.
ing it. ’

It is beyond question that the intrinsically cheaper Earopoan
substitnte wavufactured from murinte of potash and nitwto of
sods, obtained in abundanco and ot a very low cost, has mutors.
ally dopreciated the home markot value of Tndian saltpotro; and
the cireumstance of the wtifial manuficture having thuy fr
sccessfully competed with the product of this conntry would by
the strongest argament that conld bo used in any memorfal that
might be presented to Government, for reduction of duty, )

1 to the fack of compotition with an artificial substitute and
. ) could be dded the continuons full-
ing off of exparts, no other conclusion could Do amived ab thay
that the duty was

an unjust and oppressive impost which should
be at once removed,

Unfortunately our trade statistics not only
poiut but exlibit the very reverse.

Taking the exports from Calentta since
duty in March and comparing

do not establish that

u the last reduetion of
lom with the exports for copr

ponding period in the two proceding vears <, i
pondig | preceding years wo find the following

Mareh 1863 45,800 1864 73,550
Apil o, Ta00 19300
May » 60,950 » 20,750
June » 5,000, 68950
July » o 35800, 45950

1865 1,01,300
o 84700
»o 82,050
» 43,000
» 52,300

Br. Mds, 2,689,150 2,36,100 2,63,350
Tons, 10,602 8,657 13,302
—_—— —— s

I
i
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Tho shipments of saltpotro from this port reprosent the bulk of
exports from India and are adopted by Government as a propor
index to tho trado generally, and in the presence of the foregoing
figured statomont it would be impossible to point to diminished
exports of saltpetre as a collateral result of its competition with
tho arlificial manufacture 5 and so long as the exports shew no
falling off, it will be difficult to persuade the Government of tho

" impolicy of maintaining the duty.

Another material point to bear in mind is tho assurance given by
Sir Charlos Trevelyan on the occasion of his last financial stato-
ment that no further change in $he duty on saltpetre would ho
made for a 12-month, and_ with reference to that announcement
and to tho shipments mado by merchants on the faith of that
declaration—and it would bo a manifest injustice to them if any
further change was made—the Committce of the Chamber of
Commercc arc of opinion that any present movement for removal
of the existing duty would bo premature, and would not bo atiend-
ed with any good result. They will however be prepared to urge
wpon Government the claims of tho article to be placed on the
free list when next year's budget is under consideration. And
the falling off fu exports which may intermediately take place
will furnish them with apowerful argument which at present is
wanting.

I have, &o,
L W. 1. WOOD,
Secrotury,

No. 119,
Dated Mooltan, ath September 1865.

. W. L. WOOD, Esq.,
Secy. to the Clamber of Commeree,
Caleutta,

1m,—T havo the honor to acknowledgo recoipt of your lobtor of
tho 24th Augnst, and beg you will convey to yowr Commitico my
best thanks for the same.

1 bg, however, to remark, with due deforence to your Committes,
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that although inereased éxports is a_ general exiterion fo judge of
tho prosperity, or otherwise, of the trade in an article, it canmot b
taken as a safe guidein respect of saltpetre, for the circumstances
conuected with the production of that staple are cxceptional,
Large advances have, in the first instance, to be made to the mauu.
facturers for the purposo of establishing the works and they havo
to be constantly rencwed. Persons engaged in the trade rather
than sufler so heavy @ loss as would cortainly follow the closing
of the factories maintain them as best they can with the hope of
tho business proving eventually profitable. This has been exactly
the case with us. For the last four years we have maintained our
works intact but at & sacrifice, in spite of owr establishment being
on the most cconomical scale,

Moreover, I would observe that the increased cxports in 1865 ns
shewn in the figred statoment contained in your letter have,
doubtless, beon stimulated by tho Iate reduction of duty, but cven
from that statoment there appoars to have been o considerablo
falling off recently. In 1862 when your Chamber presented a
memorial to Mr. Laing, the lato Financial Member of the Council
of India, for th removal of the duty, that gentleman pointed to tho
increased exports as a reason for making no alteration in tho then
existing financial arrangements. Tho consequonco has boon that,
yearby year, the exportation of saltpetro has decreased 4l it
ias beon reduced to a minimum a5 compared to what it was before,
T fact the saltpotre trade has been literally * starved ont,” to use
the words so foreibly employed by Siv Charles Trevelyan on the
oceasion of his waking bis Jast financial statoment s an argument
for giving effect to the reduction of the duty prior 4o completion
of the budget of the year. On the other hand your Chamber of
Commerso Javo s ably pointed out in thoir memoria] 4o the Viee-
Yoy and Governor General of India of the 10th April {hat o sab.

stitute had beon found which eould bo produced at g chicaper rato
than Tndian saltpetre,

. that no wmore powerful argument, in my
opiion, ean bo adduced for the comploto remission of 5 duty tho
impolicy of which has long been

In regard to your allusion o
on the oceasion above referred ould he made
.fo\' a 12.month, it APPears to me {hat it wag never intended that,
3 circumstances demanded it in the interval, ghe tax should

apparent,
Sir Charles Trevolyan's declaration
tothat o clange

X:

not be entirely remitted. For it is cvident that a measure of the
kind would be of advantage hoth to the producer and exporter,
since the former would be induced to Jay out his capital under
the assurance that the article was no longer fettered by an op-
pressive impost, while the latter would buy with the knowledge
that it would be in o position at least to .competo with the pro-
duce of other countrics. )

Tn the Punjab and Seindo extensivo works formerly cxisicd,
but they havo all been neatly dlosed sinee the Smposition of tho
duty. Tn this provinc at least no factories save those belouging
to us arc at work. I have the honor to enclose for submission to
your Committee a statement shewing the amount formerly de-
manded for the leases held by this Company, and that which is
now paid in Shahpoor which is one of the greatest saltpetre pro-
ducing districts in the Panjab. )

T conclude with the carnest hope that your Chamber will bo
induced at once to take this matter into consideration and move
the Government to abolish the tax. The advices hrought out by
the last mail from England point to a further fall in price, and
the present would scem to be a favorable opportunity for address-
ing tho Government on the subject again.

I remain,
Dear Sir,
Yows faithfully,
A. C. JOHNSON,
Agent, Mooltan Saltpetre Company.
SHAHPOOR DISTRICT,

Licnse fees. Right to dig carth in

Gorerument preseres.

1858-59
1859-60
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BexGAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCT.
Cilentta, 200k September 1865,
A. C. JOHNSON, Esq.,
Agent, Saltpetre Company, Mooltan.
Stz,—The Committec of the Chamber of Commerce have had
under ideration your further fcation of the 4th
instant relative to the saltpetre duty question,

The Committee note all that has been again wrged by you for the
weliof of the saltpetre trade by atonce removing the romaining
one rupee per maund duty, but for the reasons which have been
communicated to you already they are not prepared to make any
present representation to Govornment,

T am, &e.,
H.W. L WO0O0D,
Seeretary,
Iurrackee, 31st August 1865.
Frox
Tus SECRETARY 1o e CHAMBER op COMMERCE,
KURRACHEE,

Tu SECRETARY 10 s CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA,

Dean S1t,—1 eg herewith to tmusmit o copy of a potition
dressed by the Chamber of Commeree, Kunachoo, to tho
Seeretury of Stato for India, praying for tho repeal of tho ox.
port duty imposed upon saltpetre, and to request, by direotion of
the Chamber, that you will be good enovigh to submit the same b
your Chamber with o viow that, should the membors think fit, they
o ceroperate with s, and veprosent the local cvuses, s fhis
Chamber Las done, affeeting the saltpetro trado in your part of the
country, )

Tawm, Dear Sir,
Your's faithully,

AN, DE TFLEUREMONT,

Secretary.

i
i
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To
THE RIGHT IIONBLE SIR C. WOOD, . »,
Secretary of Stule for Tndia.

The Memonial of the Firms, composing
the Kwrachee, Chamber of Commerce,
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,—

That in 1862 the several Chambers of Commeroe in India peti-
tioned Government for the reduction or the repeal of the export
duty lovied upon saltpetre, on the ground that this duty was so
burdensome as to check he trade and threaten its ultimate cx-
tinction, especially as the manufacture of artificial nitre was
being extensively pursued in France at a cost with which Tndian
saltpetre could not possibly long compete. The Govornor General
in Council having reforred the subject to the Doard of Revo-
nue, this body on the 22nd March 1662, reported “ that there was
no indication whatever of any eheck having been given to tho
export of salipetro by the imposition of the present duty”
(Rs. 2 per Tndian maund) because the customs returns showed no
falling off in the exports, and because, as they stated on the
authority of o gunpowder-making firm in England, artificial
nitre could not bo manufactured at a loss cost than 35s. per ewt,,
and consequently could never hope to competo with Indian salt.
pebre. Yeb it was partly adwitbed that the export of the article
from this country had been well maintained in 1860-61.62, throngh
the impetus received from exceptional circumstances, such, for
instance, as low freights at one time and the luge demand in
England and America at the othor. This view of the subject
taken by the Bomrd confimed the Governor General in his
opinion previously exprossed (Home Seorctary’s letter No, 433
dated 5th March 1862) bo the effeot that, i, after the price shall
have zeturmed nearly to the lovel of former years, it should appear,
by @ continual falling off of cxports, that Indian saltpetro is
roally exposed fo the competition of an intvinsically chenper
article from other sources, Government would be quite prepaved
to re-considor the question”  Keeping this declaration in view,
and the fact that on the 9¢h March 1865 the duty was reduced
by one-half, your memorialists feel warranted in inferring that

the contingency Government apprehended three years ago -has
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at last arrived, Dut, without being prepaved to sny whether the
veduction of one rupee in the duty will benefit the trade in
other parts of Tndia, your memorialists fecl no hesitabion in stat.
ipg] that, as far s Scindo and tho Punjaub arc concerned, nothing

#“short of tho xepeal of all export charges on saltpetre will sorve

torevive the trade in the two provinces. To go back beforo the
conquest of Scinde we find that the Ameers would not cven
subject the mannfacture of saltpotro to the trifling annual tax
of one rupee or one rupee eight aunas on each ““pan ” used in re-
fining the raw material, which owr own Government las since
imposed, and which in 1863 realized the very swall sum of Rs. 1873-
5-8. Aftor the conquest (in 1847-48) the exports of saltpetre amount-
ed toonly 24] ewts. There was none in 1849, In 1852 bhe quanti-
ty exported had risen to 6,822 ewts. The local government about that
time took some interest in the matter and even employed an experi-
enced French gontloman, M. Bussy, thenona visit to Seinde, to enquire
into the capabilities of the province as a fisld for the manufac-
ture ot saltpetro. D Bussy’s experiments were Lighly satisfactory ;
but unfortunately ho knew neither English nor the vernacular,
and the difficulty of procuring him interpreters induced the
authorities to abandon the project of making him, as it were, an
instructor in the manufacture of saltpetre. Still M. Bussy’s success
and the interest ifested by G in the prosperity of
this branch of local commerce, attracted several enterprising
men, ono of them an Amerioan gontleman, to enter largely iuto
business, and in 1854 wo find the exports amounting to 25,066 cwts,
Since then, up to the present fiseal year, the following have been
the quantities exported annually,

1855-56 . . 33,078 cwts,
1836-57 . 59,007,
185758 . 80,724,
1638-5 141,06,
1539.60 . 101,629
56061 8761,
1&0; 62 6830
1864-65 .

5 2435,

'r
i
i
i

Your Exeelloucy’s attention is respectfully invited to the large
exportations in 1858-59 and 1839-60, when the demand in England
and the United States of Amer
side by side with the gradual decrease perceptible since 1859-60

v was very gieat, This fact

indicates plainly that cither the adventitious circumstances whicl,
developod the trade to such a degreo as tomake it appear in the
eyes of Government a profitable sourco of revenue no longer oxist,
or that compotition from artificial nitre—which at the present
moment costs 285 por cwt, instead of 85s., as it did ab frst—is
seriously folt iu the home markets ; whether ib is one or the other
of the above causes, or both, which have occasioned the stagnation
of the saltpetre trade, your momorialists venture to reiterate the
opinion that this trade cannob e restored wnless the duby com-

plained of is removed. In further support of this opinion, thoy -

beg o observe that in 1863 there were aboub 250 refineries in
the province, a large proportion of which were carried on by
Buropean firms who now have cither -suspended  operations or
entively sold out af a heavy sacrifice—althdugh the quantity of
saltpebre that can bo nanufactured may be said to he unlimited,
and though the raw material is procurable from the ruins of old
villages and towns, abounding in all parts of Seinde, some covering

anarea of 40 acres, and over which tho plongh can nover pss,
because the soil is valueless for agricultural purposes, the manu.
facturer has groater diffioultics to contend against than Lo would
have to surmount in Bengal.  In many placos in Sinde, especially
whero the saltpetre sites arc situatod, supplies of wood and water
are hard to obtain and therefore prove cxpensive, whilst the main.
tenance of establishments, owing to the climate, and the nocessity
of sheltoring them well entails 2 leavy expenditure upon thoso
gaged in the business. Thus, the facilities for rofining the article
being few, and the duty the same on the raw material as on the
prepared, the duty s exercising nothing less than o prohibitory
effect upon the trade.

Your memorialists would further represent that the dangr of
heing touched by water to which cargocs of saltpetre ave 50 much
exposed duting a long soa voyage, iuflicting a total loss upon owners,
35 another serious disadvantage the Indian trade bas to contond
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against, which does not effect artificial nitre, or saltpetre procured
nearer the home markets, to reuch which it is scarcely exposed
to the same risks.

For the reasons above set forth your memorialists sincerely trust
that Your Excellency will take into favorable consideration the
advisability of ordering the repeal of duties on saltpetre.

And your memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray.

(Sd) A. E. DENISS,
Axp tnE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITIEE AND CHAMEER.

(True Copy)
A, N. D FLEURIMONT,

Seeretary.

Bexcan CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Culeutta, 13th October 1865.
To
THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

KURRACHEE.

Dear Sr,—In acknowledging receipt of your letter of the 31st
August, covering copy of a petition to Her Majesty’s Secretary
of State for India, praying for the repenl of the export duty on
saltpetre, T am desired by my Committee to state that in their
opinion any present movement for the removal of the duty would
be premature and lead to no successful issue,

The Committee are as desirous as yourselves to see the remain-
ing duty taken off, and ave confident that the Govornment
of India will remove the burtlien as soon as they are satisfied that
the trade cannot bear the weight of it : and it will be the duty
of this Chamber to take the ecarliest opportunity of bringing this
question under the consideration of the Governor Ge
Council if ci are f; Dble toa further
tion,

neral in

XXXV

T am af the same time. directed to remark that on the occasion
of the last Financial Statement Sir Charles Trevelyan declared
thaf no alteration in the duty (which had been a few weeks pre-
viously reduced from two rupees to one Tupeo per maund) would be
made for a 12-month : and it would be a manifest injustice to those
who have since entered into operations in saltpetre under the
distinct pledge which was then given on behalf of Government if
any change were introcuced carlier than the period indicated.

Yours faithfully,
H. W. 1. WOOD,

Secyetary.

Ry
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APPENDIX. T.

DETENTION OF OVERLAND MAILS AT GALLE.

Brxaan Ciavner or CoMMERCY,
. Calutta, 20tk July 1865,
E. C BAYLEY, Esq,
Secy. to the Government of India,
Ilome Department, Simla,

Str,—The unusual detention of the overland mails at an interme-
diate port is a subject which the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce consider it their duty to bring to the notice of Govern-
ment 5 and Tam desived to request you will be 50 good as to sub-
mit the following instances forthe information of the Right Honor-
able the Governor General in Council, in order that Ilis Tixcel-
Teneg may have the opportunity of taking such further notice of
them as may appear expedient.

The Committee rofer to the detention at Galle of the mail con-
tract packets “ Simla” and “Bengal” with the London mails of 26th
May and 10¢h June, .

The “Simla” arived at Galle at 7 p. ¥, of 18th June, and left
at 630 A 3. of 2lst, being nearly 72 hows in port,

The “Bengal” arrived at Galle ab 6-30 A, 3, of 3rd July and left
a3 2. of the Gth, being wpwards of 80 hours in port,

Tt happens occasionally that the steamer is detained at Galle for
the mails and passengers by the China or Australia line, that boing
provided for by the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s contract,
and no objection can be made to such Provision,

Butin the two instances now under consideration the detention
could not lhave been occasioned by the expected amival of the
China and Australian mails, since in the case of the Simla” the
Ohina and Awstralian packets arrived two days previously ; and

in the case of the “Bengal” the China mail arrived the same day.

Xxxvii

Assuming 24 howrs’ stoppage ak Galle o be ample time for coal-
ing, de., the mails might have been delivered in Calentta two
days carlier, that is on the 24th June and 10th July iustead of
the 26th and 12th. .

The Peninsular and Oriental Company may possibly justify the
detention by a strict adherence to their contract, which allows 42
days for the conveyance of mails from Southampton to Caleuttn 5
but His Excellency in Council will probably be of opinion that the
company might conduct their contract in ‘a more liberal spirit, and,

instoad of unnecessarily detaining tho mails at an intermediato
port, give the public, by whom they are handsomely subsidised,
the benofit of any time coonomised by an unusually rapid passage
from Suez.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce therefore respect-
fully reprosent this question for the consideration of the Governor
General in Council, in the hope that is Excellency will refer it to
Hor Majesty’s Government with the view to the unnccessary denten-
tion of mails at i i jtati

ports being auth oly

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. W. L WOOD,

Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Culeuttu, 24th July 1865,
. C. BAYLEY, Esq,
Secy. to the Government of India,
Tiome Departmend, Simla.
S1r,—T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce to supplement the representation made in my letter of the
20th instant, by citing an additional instance of detention of the
English mails at Galle,
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The incoming mail steamer “ Candia,” from Suez for Calcutta,
reached Galle on the 19th instant at about 9 A. >, but did not
continue her voyage 17 . 3. of the 22ud : she was consequently ‘ N
nearly three days in harbour, . APPENDIX G.

This practice on the part of the contract carriers of the public

NSRS

& mails isconsidered by the Chamber of Commerce so objectionablo INCREASED STEAM POSTAGE FROM CALCUTTA TO
that they trust a prompt and encrgotic remonstrance by His Ty : CHINA, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, MAURITIUS,
cellency the Governor General in Council will prevent a recurrence | THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES, &c.
of a great public inconvenience, i :

N T have the honor to be, , BrNGAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
S, | Cdleutta, 31t Augiist 1865,
Your most obedient servant, E. C. BAYLEY, Esq,
H. W, L. WooD, Searetary to the Gozernment of India,
1lome Department,
Seeretary,

—_ Stla.
No. 651 A, Str,—By o notification dated Simla, the 18th instant, the Direcor
Trox Genoral of the Post Office anmounces that after the 1st Septemher
A. M. MONTEATH, Esa., 1865 the steam postage on covers despatehied to the Australian
" Vader Secrtary bt Gosornmens of Tudi, Colomies, China, (including Hong-kong) Gape of Good Hope, Natal,

Ascension, and Mauritius, will be cight aunas per half owice, one
THE SECRETARY 20 1np BENGAL Tupee per ounce, and one rupee additional for every (additional) onc
ounce or fraction of an ounce.

CHAMEER OF COMMERCE, With reference to that notification the Committee of the Cham-
Dated Sinla, the 3rd Angust 1865, i bor of Commerce instrnck me to observe that if it has been issued
as a departmental order of the Post Office of Indin, the inerease of

ledge the receipt of your tuvo lettors . postage from four o cight annas per half ounce is clearly in contraven-
! respectively, and in reply to § i tion of Section XXV of Act XVTT of 1854; and if it has been issued
you It{lnlt @ 0Dy of your communications ’ﬂas bczn rl:x}:\tm‘:‘;:?‘:: in consequence of instructions from Her Majesty’s Post Mastor Ge-
o Right Honorablo the Secrctary of State for Tndiy, neral, and the enhanced rates are chargeable under Section XXVIT,
in that case the Committee are of opinion that the authority which
divooted the levy of such enhanced rates should have heen exprossed.

Tlome Department.

NS

S8, ~T am directed to acknow]
dated the 20th and 24th ultimo

A

T have the honor to be,

Sir, That scction provides for the recovery of postage “ charged by Ier
Your most obedient servang, i Magesty’s Post Muster General,” but the notification is altogether
A3 NoNTEATH, ! silont as to the authority under which the rates are to be doubled ;

consequently as it now stands it is interpreted as the Act of the

Under Sueres
tary t Youe - " . N .
7 10 the Government, of Tndia, Government of India, and as being at variance with the oy,

it < IXE
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But apart from the consideration of tho irregularity or illegality
of the Director General’s notification the Committee cannot bub re-
gard this additional burden upon the public as involving great
injustice and very questionable policy.

No reason has been assigned why the cxisting rates of postage
should be thus excessively inoreased, and the modified chargo is in-
troduced without any of the sligtest compensating con-
d present or prospecti

venienco or
aje

Tt may possibly be the purpose of Her Majesty’s Covernment,
or of the Govermment of India, that the additional taxation shall
bo accompanied by advantages which will reconcile the public to the
oppressive charges o which their correspondence has been o por-
cmptorily subjected 5 and i6 will be satisfactory, especially to mor-

c

tile men, if it s in the power of His Excollency the Governoy

General in Couneil to fcate any

which can recommend the measure.
1 have, &c,y
I W. I WOOD,

Secrotary,

No. 3204,

Frox
L. C. BAYLEY, Esa.,
Secy. to the Government of India,
To"

1L W.LWOO0D, Esq.,
Seerctary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Simlay the 25th Qctober 1865,
Tome Department. °
St~ g direeted to acknosledge the reccipt of your letter
dated the 31st August, which tansmits & representation from the
Chawber of Commeree in Calentta, on the subject of a notification
which was issued by the Divector General of the Post Office in India,
on the 18th August last, ditecting an inerease in the rates of steam
postage on letters hetween Tndia, Australia, Ching, the Cape of Good
Hope, Natal, Ascension and the Mawitius,

xli

9. Since the date of your lotter, the Diroctor Cieneral has issued”
a furthor notification (in the Gazelte of India of the 23rd Septom-
her last,) from which it will be perceived that, as the Chamber
rightly surmised, the previous notification was issued under Sec-
tion 27 of Act 17 of 1854, and in virtue of a warrant from the
Commissioners of Hor Majesty’s Troasury i England, which docu-
ment has now been published at length,

3. T am, however, desired, in order to pub the Chamber in pos-
scssion of full information, 4o encloso a copy of the letter from Mr.
Pilley, dated General Post Office, 6th July 1865, which has
been forwarded 1o the Govermment of India by I Ms Secrctary of
State for India, s explaining the grounds on which it was decided by

1L M. Government in England to issuc the warrant in question.
T have the honor.2o be,.
Sir,.
Your most obedient servant;
B. ¢. BAYLEY;

Seeretary to the Gov

nment of Tndic.

Grx

a1 Post OFrics,
Gt Juy 1865,
TIERMAN MERIVALE, Bsay
Indie Ofice.

Sin,—In Septembor 1855, a treasury warranb was jssued reducing
from one shilling {0 four pence {he sea-rale of postage on a ltter
ot exceeding half an ounce in weight, carried by packet between any
two Dritish Colonies or bebween iy British colony and any
Toreign port ab which a Dritish packed might touch, sueh letters of
course in no case passing Uirough the United Kingdom ; and this
rabe s still donsidered sufficicnt for the sca postage wpon letters
ed from port to porb in the West Indies, €. ; bub the Post
Master General is of opinion that it is quite insullicient for letters
: lettors
 fore

ol over long distanees” by sea, such, for instance,
hetweon the Gape of Good Hope and India, China or Austra

/
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warded vid Mawritius, or between Tndin and Australia, forwarded
vid Point de Galle. Tn both these instances the ltbers ave caried
by more than one line of packets, and the low rate of four pence
is insufficient to cover the cost of their transport,

Independently of the long distance over which these letters are
carried as above stated, there are two other circumstances whicl, in
the opinion of the Post Master General, make it necessary fo in-
crease the sea postage.

Istly. This offce has engaged to pay the Union Steamship Com.
Dany half the sea-postage on letters carsied by their packets from
the Cape to Mauritius, and consequently if the xate be Ieft ab four
pence, tiro penco only will remain for the cxpense of conveying o
lotter by packet from Mawritius to Aden, and thence to Sydiey,
a distance of nearly ten thousand miles, or to Hong-kong a dis-
tance of more than seven thousand miles,

2adly. Since the establishment of, the Trench packets of the Tudo-
China and Mawitius lines, occasions frequently happen in which o
mail {rom one colony for another colony is carried by a British
packet as far as Aden, Point de Galle or Mauritius, the threo points
of junction, and, aniying there intermediately etween the depar-
ture of two British packets, but just in time for & French packet
(whose poriods of sailing are fitted to these interm
is sent on by such French packet. Tn these ¢
sca conveyance, at the rate of about one s}
be made to France, absorbing at
whole of tlie sea-postage

cdiate lines)
ases payment for the
hilling an ounce, ias to-
the present rate of chiargo the
3 Although a portion, and often the Juzwer
portion, of the sea conveyance has Teen performed by Blit?s]x
packet, :

Under theso circumstances Lord Stant
3 necessary Lo bring the matter wnder the consideratig of the
Lords Commissioncrs of tho Trensury, who, coneuragn with his
Tordship in opinion that the postage for letpure conveyed ovor long
distances ouglt to be raised, haye heen Dleased by their warrang
duted the 1ot fustant (copics enclosed) (g ineiease from 44, 4
100 the single xate of packes postago ol Toggpn, forvarded o,
tween the Cape of Good Hope, Natal, $t. Heley, .

loy of Aldexly has thought

ded be-
i, Ascension or

xlii

anritius on the one side, and Tndia, China or Australia on the
other side, as well as on letters botween Australia and Indin or”
China.  This sea-rale of 10d. added to the Colonial inland rate
of one peuny charged by the dispatehing and recciving colonios
respectively, will make the total postage one shilling the half
otmco, instoad of six pence as ab prosont, -

The presont searate of fonr pence -charged on Ioblers senb in-
termediately bebween any two ports in Tndia or bebween India and
Ceylon, or hetweei ong-long and Penang or Singapore, will remain
unaltered.

T hawe to g that you will movo the Speretary of State Tor Tndin
in Council to communicate to the Government of India the altera-
tion which has heen determined on in the rates of postage on letters
sent by packet direct betweon Tndia and Australia, China, Mauri-
tius, the Capo of Good Hope, Natal, St. ITelens, and Ascension, ro-
questing them to give the necessary instructions to the Post Oflice
of Tudia.for collecting the inercased rates of - postage, comnencing
on the Ist September next, and for accounting to this department
ab the rate of 10d. instead of 4d. the half ounce letter on all
Toticrs to or from the colonies referred fo, the postago of which may
e colleeted in India,

Iam, &,
N (Sa.) J. TILLEY,
(A true Copy.)
L. C. BAYLEY,
Seerctary to the Government of India,

)
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APPENDIX IL

PUBLICATION IN THE TELEGRAPH GAZEITE OF PAR-
TICULARS OF ARRIVALS AT SAUGOR.
BexcAL CiraNpER oF Coyye
Calentta, 31st August 1865,
LIEUT.-COLONEL D. G. ROBINSON,
Offciating Divector Gencral of
. Elcotric Telegraphs in Tndia,
Sin,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
o thank you for the promptitude with which the publication of
he weather reports has been renewed in the Telegraph Gazetie :
and at the same time to request you will similarly oblige them with
respect to the publication of partienlars of arrivals ab Saugor. This
used to be done formerly and was found most serviceable, and the
Committeo trust you will permit the former system to he cone
tinued,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most ohedient sc1vant,
IL W. 1. WOOD,

Seeretary.

No, 1301
Frox
THE OFFG. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF
o TELEGRAPHS IN INDIA.

11 W. L WOOD, Esq,,
Secrelary to the Bengal Cleambor of Commerce,

Dated Caleutla, Gt Seplember 1865,
Sim,—T hiwo the Tionor to acknowledge the reccipt, of your lotter
without number dated the 31st Angust 1865, and in reply to state

xlv

for the information of the Clamber of Commeree that the particu-
Tavs of arsivals ab Saugor were formerly furwished by the  comman-
ers of vessls, Imded ab Kedgoree, and sent on by telegraph
from that station.  On the 10th June 1865 the Telegraph Oflice at
Kedgoroe was closed, since when no purticulars of arvivals ab San-

gor have been cither received or published -by this departinen
Phere s some diffieulty about gebling the particulars of arrivals
sent o the Telegraph Ofiices ab Saugor, Mud Point, Diamond
Tarbour, and Hooghly Point which is, I conclude, the reason why
they
made for their being sent to any of the above Telegraph stations
they will be seut on to Caleutta and published in the Gazotbe,

are nob received and published ; but if arrangements can be

T have the honor Lo be,
S,
Your most obedient servant,
3. MURRAY, Major,
T charge of Office of Oficiating Direclor Gieneral of
Tdegraphs in Tdic,
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APPENDIX I

MILDEW DAMAGE IN GOTTON PIECE GOODS.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THT DENGAT CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCI APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE
;)XIICS‘T[ON OF MILDEW DAMAGE IN PIECE GOODS AND
ARN.

Tn submitting the panying abstract st of the extent
of mildew damage, compiled from returns furnished by the undor-
mentioned firims, your Committee would remark that, in accordance
with the resolution passed at the general mecting eld on tho th
ultimo, they have endeavoured fo ascertain the estent of tic ovi,
the Josses inowrred by goods 50 damaged
injuries with which its prevalence 1.
they have nob i any way alluded to the eanse o origin of auildew
In Tinglish cotton fabrics nor have they suggested o remedy.

2. Several large importers, (who are wellknown 4o have exporis
enced extensive damage of this nature) having declined to contribute
thelr xebuns, it isto be regretted that fullor and consequently
more valuable statistics cannot he furnished ; the Commitice are
however of opinion that the veturns now published sufliciently serve

to shew the alarming extent to which this important branch of
our trade has been cffected,

3. Apart from the consideratio

, and the many sevious
s heen accompanied ; bub

m of the peouniary losses incurred
by allowances and re-sales, your Committeo desire to draw parti-
cular atiention to the additional aud perhaps more serious ovils
arising from the prevalence of mildew; they allude to the forfeiture
of that confidence which native dealers formerly had in English-
made doth of known marks and numbers, the endless dis;\ltcﬁ
which have proceeded from the settleinent of allowanees, and the
nany distances of litigation which have resulted from the buyers
refusing to take Gelivery of or pay in full for damaged goods.

4. There are strong grounds for concluding that the prevalence
of this evil hag seriously interfered witl) e consumption of Tng-

xlvii

lish manufacbures in this country ; their durability has undoubted-
ly deleriorated, and there has been an increased demand for coun-
trysmade fabries ; this aversion to purchase English cloth has hoen
very general of late, and up-country dealers complain bitterly of the
Tosscs they have sustained by the purchase of goods, which, on
wrival, lave opened out damaged by mildew, or rotten and
worthless ; their agents here are inundated with claims and
complaints, bub no allowances are usually given by Buropean

Touses whon the bales have onco loft their godowns. In order
more fully to illusirate the subject matter of these complaints,
your Committee think that the publication of extracls from native
Iettors may prove of somo weight ; they bave aceordingly inserted
copies of several placed ab theii dispossl by a member of tho
Chamber,

5. An analysis of the reburns will shew the following pereentage

of Goods and Yarn which have turned out damaged by mildew i—

White Mule Yarn .12 per cent.

Colored ditto. 6P,
Grey Shirtings aud Longecloths ... 213,
Giroy Jaceonets and Mulls ay
Groy Madapollams and T. Cloths ... 17},
Colored Goods S,
Bleached Goods w3,

The damage is chiofly confined to grey clot, the percontage on
Dleached and colored being only 2} per cent., while on grey it is
as mucl as 21} por cent, Your Committeo brust that the publicuion
of these figuies amongst those interested i the {rade of this
country, particulaly mumfacturers and shippers of fbrics suited
for this market, will have a beneficial efiect, and that fis evil
which $reatens to materially diminish the consuiuption of English.
wiade eloth will speedily disappear. :

6. In conclusion your Commiitice desire to tender their hes
thanks Lo those who have so prompily aud willingly supplied then

e
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with the valwable informati

xIviii

now in theiy

5 and to.

which they hope the widest publicity will be given.

Carcvrry,
2k October, 1663,

JOUN N. BULLEN, Prosident.
M. HENDERSON,

T. 1. MOSLEY,

WALTER DUNCAY,

R. SCOTT MONCRIELT;

H. M. AITKEN,

A, G. GRATIAM,

7. . RUTHERFOORD;

STATEMENT OF MILDEW DAMAGE TFURNISHED BY THE.
TFOLLOWING FIRMS :—

Argenti, Sechiari and Co,
Barton, Buynes and Co,
Tegg, Dunlop and Co,
Talfour and Co,

Borradaile, Sehiller and Co,

Carlisles Nepliows and Co,
Craoke, Rome and Clo.
Ernsthansen and Ocsterley,
Ewing and Co.

Elliot, John and Co,
Fergusson, J. I,

Gisborne and Co,

Gordon, Stwart and Co,
Graut, Smith and Co,
Graham and Co,

Hendorson and Co,
Henderson, Cluorge and o,
oare, Millor and Co,
Kettlewell, Bullen and co,

Kelly and Co,

Kex; Dods and Co.
Mackillop, Stewart and Co.
Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co,
Mosley and Tust,

Pearee, Mactie and Clo,
Peumington and Co,
Playfair, Duncan and Co,
Lotrococlino, B, B, aud Co.
Ralli Brothors,

Ram Gopaul Gliose and Co.
Sehillizzi and Co,

[Shiand, Fairlic and Co;
Schroder, Smid and (o,
Stovenson, Peel and o,
Purner, Mowison and Co, «
Wiseman, Snead and Co,
Yule, Andrew aud go,

i

xlix

Sula B
228|632 Ty
el . 92
Z2g/eg (Mo te 23 [Total T.osses
Dscmieriox. ERE c By so Eg 4 E
SE=) 3| Dy private 23 & | allowances.
S|y | eengement.|  EF =
S 85 &
PERIPEE - g :
2 3 a
White Mule Yarn .. | 7,815  949| 10587 8 of 0 0 of 160/ 10747 8 0
Colored Ditto(allkinds) | ¢35 45| 1,500 0 of 000 8 18200

Grey Shirtings and
Long Cloths +- 5016 7sm| Tgm 8

Groy Jacconets & Mulls | 6414| 1,404 16,000 &

-

67,047 10 1f 1,600) 141,078 13 7
28,445 43 4077112 3

Groy Madapollams and
T Clothe” | 6801 1182 8,463 10 6| 20,955 G g
Colored Goods .| 5202 80l 552 0 o 00 of

Bleaclied Goods .. |10,057 381) 698512 0] 5050 0 0

20,601 1 0
58 0 0
12,035 12 0

Total .. |75,123/11,509] 116,610 10 0| 117,308 4 10| 2416] 236,424 14 10

Translations of native leliers received from up-country dealers by their
Caleutta correspondents.

No, 1.—FROM RAMSOOK JUGULKISSORE.

Mirzapore, 15th July 1865,

Wo have recoived the 15 bales Groy Shirtings, 5 bales A’s, 7
bales B’s and 3 bales D’s; 2 bales A’s have been opened and
turned out damaged—15 to 20 piecos—on these wo shall have to
make an allowance of Rs. 26 on one bale, and Rs. 40 on the othor H
2 bales. D’s are openod which are sold and delivered at an allowance
of Rs. 17 for the two bales ; one of B’s is opened and is entirely
rotten, and if you instruct us by post wo will retwrn them to
Caleutta,

You dow’t sco the bales with your own cyes, bubsit at home H
how do make your purchases? 1f you send such goods thero will
be heavy loss, we will sell such goods on your account, and what-
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everloss we ineur hore you must recover from the partics from
whom you bought them. Before you make your purchases cx.
aminc the goods closcly ; dunaged goods are unsaleablo.

No. 2.—FROM BISSESIIAR NAUTH.

Cawnpore, 4tk August 1865,

Many packages from Caletta have mwived here and rain las
fallen ab this place ; for the lust two days goods have been selling
in loss quantity than before, and nearly all the goods that have
come to diffevent people axe tuming out damaged, which goods it
is mpossible to sell to tho dealers.~ How have you sent such goods
here ¢ Have you seen them or not before you sent them ?

No. 3.—FROM CHOUTMULL SUNTOOKCHUND,
Delii, 15t August 1865,

All the grey goods that have come to the Choorcowallahs from
Caleuttn to this place are turning out damaged, and our buyers
vill mot take dumaged goods. A’s Grey Shirtings ave sound, all
other goods tam ot damaged ; T's 2 bales have turned out quite
xotton, and the Groy Jacconets have also turned out mildew
damaged, and the buyors are wanting an allowance of 50 Rs, per
bale. We havo offered Rs. 25 to 30 to which they do nob agree,
but this will be settled.

No. 4—FROM RAMSOOK BANYPERSAD.

Airzapore, 16th August 1865.
ave bought from A and sont
hs ago, have tumed out very
e, i momp ant an allowance of Rs. 200 on
50 amount from the above parties, and do 1ot

Ay tl\e)f' chitties until the allowance is settled B th; utmost we

vill gobis 506 Rs, per bale, g vrofit - after deducting all tho

Four bales Grey Cloth that you 1
them here about one and half mont)
much. damaged, and the buyers v

Ii

charges ; thon how can we afford to lose Rs. 50 per bale. Of 14
bales 7lbs., (from B, one has turned out vory much damagod,
the buyers wanted 100 Rs. allowanco, but we scttled it ab 85 Rs.
Do mot pay the chitteo wntil the above sum is recovered ;
5 bales C's Daye tumed out mildew dunaged, the buyors want
an allowance of Rs. 25 per bale, if they do not agree to this wo
will send back the bales.  We think we shall be obliged to shut our

shop for Picce Goods business rather than be bothered with these |

damages, for it is impossible to forco these damaged goods on peo-
ple who are wwilling to take them at any allowance. If you can
manage things better and do nob buy damaged goods, we can go on
as before, obherwise we will give up this line of business,

No. 5—FROM HUNNUNTORAM SODASOOK.
DBchawney, Gth Angust 1865,

A’s Grey Shirtings have turned out dimaged—damaged goods are
very difficult to sell, and if you write wo will sond them back to you,
and you can reburn them 1o the party from whom you bouglh thom;
here the buyers will not give us more than 5-14 per picce for them,
Theo bales Bs have turned ont damaged and rotten, we have sold
one bale at an allowance of 100 Rs,and the other two bales are lying
unsold in the godown.  Of O’ Jaceonets 15 picces are quite votten,
and 125 picees are mildew damaged ; we cannot understand how

you buy these sorts of goods, we hear ihat the English people are
selling their goods by auction, and the buyers ro-sell these goods
as fresh in tho bazar, Tt is impossible for us o sell theso damnged
goods 5 you ean tell the persons from whom you bought these dumag-
e goods to ask any of their friends here to take over theso goods
from us after paying for the amount and all the charges inowmred
thercon,

No. 6—FROM GREEDHAREELOLL SEW LOLL.
Unmritsur, bth August 1665,
Do nob send us a single picce of grey goods, for whatever groy

zoods arrive here are mostly duninged gouds, and you wrie that you

-
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lii

geta small allowance for the damaged at Calentta. Tn Calentta, it
may e, damaged goods are sold freely, but here, no body wants to
buy damaged goods. and all the goods that you have sent here are
Jying in owr godowns. From this time you send us only white
goods and prints, and not any kinds of grey goods, because all
the grey goods that are coming here to other people are mostly da.
maged and therefore entail heavy losses ; and we hear also that
mumberless disputes are arising hebween buyers and sellers in
Caleutta,

BrexGan CoaMBER oF CodMERCE,

Celeutta, 25th October 1865,
To

IUGII FLEMING, Eso.,
* Seeretary, Chamber of Commerce, Manchester.

Si—A special general mecting of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce was held on the 5th ultimo for the purpose of consider-
ing what steps should be taken by importers of Manchester manu-
factures with regard to the internal unsoundness of grey goods,
commonly known as mildex damage : and a Committee was appoint-
ed to collect facts illustrative of its nature and extent, the result of
whose investigation it was determined should be made known as
widely as possible with the view of checking, and if possible of
wltimately preventing, an evil which seriously aflocted the tiade
in its chicf staple.

The Committee have presented their report, and T am desired to
forward a copy of it for submission to the Manchester Chamber of
Commeree. .

It will bo oby d that the Committee have confined their en-
auiry to the classes of goods whick have been attacked by wildew,

liii

the number of packages damaged compared with the number sold,
and the amount of losses sustained by allowanees to native dealers
and by sales by auctfon : and {hat they have abstained from enter-
ing into the question of the causes of the evil and of the remedial
measures which should be adopted. .

The facts disclosed by the report are of grave concorn to all
connected with the trade in Manchester goods.

That mildew damage existed to a. considerable extent and entailed
Tieavy losses has been notorious for some time ; bub the figured
statement appended to tho report (imperfect as it is from want
of returns from all importers) cxhibits a far more serious extent of
the evil than was genexally apprehended, and appears to justify the
unfavourable conclusions expressed in the 3rd and 4th paragraphs
 of the report. It is essential to the integrity and success of tho
trade that the occasion of so much discredit and reproach be re-
moved without delay : and this Chamber of Commerce performs its
part of a common duty by placing before you, as representati

the manufacturing interests of your city, the facts which it has

ves of

gathered together for your consideration, and for such aclive
‘measures as may appear expedient to be adopted with the view to

suppress a scandalous ovil of great magnitude and of the most

" mischicvous influence on our local trade.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
H. W. L WOOD,

Seerelury.

TS




APPENDIX J.

COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE NORTH WESTERN
" PROVINCES,

BeNean Criaxpen op CoxyERc,

Cdleutta, 2151 August 1865.
1 SIMSON, Isq., .

Sceretary to the Gocernment of the North

Western. Provinces, Allahabad,
SU—As @ tustworthy roport of the condition
U of the cotton crop i e
Will b of material interest fo gho
cotton trade, the Committee.of gho
Deen moved to plco themsolye
the Licutenant.Governor ity
formation it ymay
to submit this ap)
The reports whil
Chamber of Comy,
Pr

and probable
Northewest  provinces,
5¢ who are engaged in {he
Chamber of Commerce havo
> i communication with tho Hon'blo
i the view to obtain

whatever in-
be i his power to

&ive them, and T am desired
ication in their heng)y,

h have heen from time o
ereo relative
nee of India haye been
have had them repinge gy ¢
home,

time furnished to the
to cotton cultivat;
of much serviee,
Mended cireylag;

ion in the upper
» aud the Committeo
ion hoth heve and ot
At the present momgy
important Points, vi, .
st —The extent of reduction ), cultivation,
Tast yenrs, in districts whepe s0wings have
20d.—The extent of cultjy.
sence of

't atlention is particulary directed to tyo
5 2 compared it
been made in time,

ation in distyic
"ains, there have e i
of 85 o sowings on] :
very limited seale, ¢ oy on

1 which, owing to aly.

Imm-y' the Licutenang. overnor will o Dleased. to
abtention to theg, inquirics ang 4o furnish {he Cham-

v

ber with any results they may leadto,the Committee will feel extreme-
her with >
y indebted. o
v ;;:‘hilc submitting the subjoct of cotton thus prominently ll)-z;'olc the
. o il re nol dful of the vari-
Ti CGovernor, the C are no fl of the v
ous corcal crops upon which the population of the ‘\u{l.ll-\ufbl"(:z
moro or Jes dependenty and they would be tlad to vesei o gner.
alidea of the cultivation in these respects. But they ntx; s
! i . dive carly abtention
Honor will permit the former subject to receive carly atten

jon which the Com-
and disposal, independent of the latter question which the Com
mittee do not press for immediato inquiry.

I Jave, &e.,
11 W, I WOoOoD,

Seeretary.

No. 3264 A., of 1865.

o C. ROBERTSON, Jsa.,
Offy. Junior Seoretaiy to the Goverament of the
N. V. Provinces.
To

Tue SECRETARY ro i BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.

Dated Nynce Tal, the Sth of September 1865,
GLNI'RAL 'l“r“

ST am dirccted o acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
“tho 15t ultimo, in which the Bengal Chianher of Commerco ask b
be furnished with a xeport of the condition and probable oub-turn of

e cotton crop in these provinces, ) i
m; wln ropl,}l am to state that the subject has already engaged
tho attontion of this Government, and that the Sudder Board of

) N " . tory to
Revenue are now s i : o y

report, which it is hoped will soon bo completed. .
¢ 31 L t0 add that the Board of Revenue have been instructed




Ivi

1o forsard a copy of their report direet Lo the Cliantber of Com
merce,
T'have the honor o be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt servant,
. RODERTSON,
Off. Tunior Scretary to the Government of the
N, T, Provines,

No. 723 of 1865,

Trox
W. CHICUELE PLOWDEN, Esa.,
Searetary to the Bourd of Revene,
T North-Western Provinges.

R. SIMSON, Tsq.,
Secretary to the Governmont of the
North-Western Provinees,

Dated Alakabad, the 4ih November 1865.

FPromnt:
R. Mo,
Souwor Newner; | 4,

€1 Tiowsi
Juior Heer, " Y B

S;n,—lt;un dircated by the Bomrd o submit fho following ro-
port on ihe state and Prospecets of the cotton i

¢ B 2 1
compared with provious years, o e
: f] {1;5 ]]n.nor will not be surprised to learn that, as comparcd
’:) ;mu. 1864 and 1863, tho breadth of land now wnder cot,.
]n bm very Jgely diminishod, 1y Jargo deereaso iy, without
o ‘:,]c? be attributed to the remarkable fal1 i prices, which ori.
&-m‘i' I TUOWS of peace in America, g full which Iias steadily
con umc«l. hl!, ab the cominencemeng of Iagt sowing season, cotton
I somo distriets hiad fallon to the rapg 4, Whish it wag solli

e ” as selling he-
fore the commencement of the disturhances iy ihe United Skﬁcs-

Ivil

3. The accompanying tablo gives the price of colton at soveral
‘of 4he Jargest marts in these provinces during the past twelve
months,

4. Tt will ho noticed that, in May and June, cotton was no
where fotching a higher price than Rs. 16 the maund, and had fal-
ien as low as Rs. 83 while in October 1864, it was selling as high
a8 Rs, 40 a mannd,

Pobic showing the prices of Cotton (at wholesale) per maund.

3 . g
Daar. H 3 4 2| % & g
H 4 E g ] 5 ki
= AR R RERE 2]
d
Rs. A P(Re. A P[RS, A. DiRs. A. P[R%. A. P[Ry, A. P[Re.A T
31 0 035 0 010 0 o35 0
) 20 5 0130 1 610 0 035 0 of
)1 ol20 8 031 0 00 0 o0 0 0
" Jamnuy, 017 18 8 021 0 00 0 020 0
W Teuuy, NN 0 g0 0 60 2 e 0 ol 4
W Mmah, 010 0 ¢z 0 O3 5 413 0 ofi5 12
o Aprl, 010 0 01012 014 0 017 0 o0 0
wo My, 1000 0 olit 4 01t & 916 0 ofn 4
o dune, 008 8 9% 8 0ns & 416 0 ofio 10
W dnly 12130 01110 012 0 016 0 012 8
W August, 6 o414 0 011 0 W“I( 0 012 0 01312
w Scptember, 1565 o a1 0 o 0 oli 0 o5 0 olu [

5. The principal sufferers by theso variations have hoon tho
commercial classes. Bub the losses they have in many cases sus-
tained have renoted wpon the agriculturists, and several of tho
distriot officers have taken vecasion, in their reports, 1o notice tho
great rostriction of advances to cultivators on the part of the Ma~
hajuns and Bhox

o result has heen a great contraction of
cultivation, which has now fallen helow what i was in 1863, and
i quito 50 per cont. helow thad of last year,

6. Tho season has heen nob unfavourable, The raing wero wn-
fortunately deferred till a very Iate date, but they have fallen in
abundance, and {he general aspect of the erop may be said to bo
promising. The yicld, acro per acre, will probably bo quite as
largo as it was last year,

7. In the Rohilkund, Meernt. and Jhansie Division
it said to he flowrishing.  In the Allababad division, it i said Lo he
0ol ; in that of Agra, avorage; and it is only in the Benares di-
vision, where Dub Jittle cotton s grown, that thore is said 1o be o
prospect of a had lavvest,

the crop

T
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8. The following aze the details for each district :—
SIATEMINT chowing ihe area and cstimated oul-turn of Cotlor,
in suaunds during 1863-66.
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1864.65. 1565 66,
| | ————
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9. Itwill be secen from the above roturn that the cstimam‘t‘
yield of the cotton crop this year is given at §,24,540 maunds
against an estimated out-turn of 19,567,738 maunds last year, and
auactual crop that year of maunds 16,69,017. ’

10. The area under cultivation has fallen morc than one-half,
as compared with last year, and is now put ab a lower figuro thay
was given for any of the previous four years, o

1. The following table gives tho several estimates of ar
under cotton for the present and past four y 1
estimated crop in maunds :—

oa
ears in acres, and the

1801. 1862, 1863, l 1864, 1865.

2
G

AL, enns 050,076/ 9,85,578] 11,853,688 17,830,634 5,95,102

g

—_—

Maunds,.. 75 7,735 »
aunds, .. 11,99,Nu| 1057,735 11,22,061) 10,57,738]  £,24,510

12, Judging by tho estimated yield of former years, as com-

pared with the actual out-turn, it is not probable that the erop this

season will yield ‘more thau three-quarters of a million of maunds

or (taking tho average weight of bales consumed in Eneland lust

year, i. e, 357 s,) 1,68,067 bales, o
12, The Cs

o o S ot e o 1 0P
Ist—~Tho extent of red

o . , as compared with

% i distriots whore sowings have been made in time.
21d—The extent of cultiv:

absence of rains, there by

very limited scale,

Tast year's,

ation in districts in which, owing to
ave been no sowings, or sowings only on a

m::m"f::“(:zxxiz r:-t\m]l, already (.umishcd, will give the infor-
el as to tu? ﬁfs" point,—those districts in which

have been made i time being marked A, and the extent
of last year's and {hLis year's aea under collon ) giveu i

parallel colwmus, being ghvon

Ixi

15. With regard to the sccond point, Ronaves is the only dis-
trict in which the want of rain, or rather the late arrival of the
rains, has prevented any sowings being made.

16. I am desired however to remark, that the cultivation of cot-
ton having been contracted this year to within its normal Timits,
tho timely arrival of the rains, or their-being deferred, cannot be
hield to have had any marked influence on tho extent of area put
under cotton. Tho contraction of the arca devoted to this par-
Licular staple has been caused, and this is universally admitted, by
the great fall in prico of cotton. The varintion of prico lias made
itself felt not only divectly, but indircotly.

17. Mu. Forbes, Collector of Mcerut, dwelling on this subjoct, has
yomarked :— This fall in price has been the main reason for the
yeduced avea under cotton. The price is extended from the bazar

to the villages, from tho buyers to the producers, and the lattor fear

to Tiave anything to do with such an uncertain article of trade. But
besides this, tho bazar failures among the speculating buyers wero
extraordinary. Tho lurgost and best known native mahajuns and
Dankers fell in numbers, and the consoquence  is, that no advances
aro mado to tho growers. No monoy is advanced for the cotton
crop, and, without such advances, tho cultivator cannot, and will
not sow it.”

18. The difliculty of obtaining advances for cotton cultivation
this year has beon noticed also by other officers, and without doubt
tho oxtont of area wnder cotton has been very seriously aflocted by
he numerous failures consequent on the late depression of the
cotton trade.

19. Mad the lato depression continued, it is believed that tho
Tiome consumption of cotton would have been considerably Inrger
than has been the case for many yoars ; for tho poorer classes, who
Jive of Jate been compelled to restrict their purchases of cloth,
ywould have bought largely on the retwn of prices to their’ former
Tovel. Bubthis is not the case. The prico of raw cotton is now rising
almost as rapidly as -it onco foll. At Mirzapore, within the first
forfnight of the present month, cotton hnd yisen in value 50 per
cent. On tho 1st October it was selling at Rs. 20 a maund, and
on the 14th at Rs. 30. Should tho xise in price be prolouged, it is
probable that four-fifths of the crop of this scason will find its way
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Ixix

into the export mauket. There is reason also to believe that a.

portion of lasb year’s erop will be in the market this yoar. In sover-

al districts it is veported that holders of luge stocks of cotton, who-

biad bought onspeculation, rofused to sell at the unremunerative

prices to which cotton fell within the last twelve months. Such
Tolders will now, in all probability, take advantage of the present
demand,

20, The arca under cotton having been so much circumseribed,
having been reduced actually to limits helow those of 1861, Lhcn;
is no reason to believe that this year at all oveats, there has been any
displacement of the autummn or other erops, to make room for.
cotton ; nor have the Board had occasion to alter the opinion cx-'
pressed by them last year as to the effeot of the xise in price of
cotton on the price of other agricultural products,

21 All the reports roccived agree in regard to the prospects of
‘thc trade in native-wove goods.  That trade commenced to revive
fmmediately the price of tho raw material began to fall towards its
omlnmry Jevel. It will be scen from the extracts appended to .Lhis
report, that native weavers are doing as large a business now as by .
fore the conunencement of the American war, and that tho dlu cli "
o]f this particular brauch of manufacture, whieh had been hro;«l']nl:
:],]:‘;fﬂl]u: :]f‘z‘::;:‘ :;cx;cc of cotton, has at omee heen arrested by

05 A vt o .
= Avisoor full i th price of the yaw material affects the price
of Native aud English eloth in difforent dogrecs. The native fubric
containing the laxger amount of cotion, s  and

oo o affeoted the soonest, and

23, The remarks on this subject of Mossrs,
which are given in the Appendis,
teresting. ’

TForbes and Colvin,
will be found suggestive and in-

24 A copy of this report ha: i L Lo the Ben
port ha 3
. oy s been supplied diveot Lo £l b

1 have, e,
W. CLICUELE PLOWDRN,

Scelrotaiy.

Ixin

APPENDIX.

Scharunpore—Mr. C. A. Danicl, Officiating Collector, wri
« I havo o atbribute the fulling-off in avea of cotton cultivation to
«ghe deoline in the prices of raw cotbon in tho Bnglish markets,
“alfecting thoe demand in sueh markets as Cawnporo and: Ghazee-
« pore, whero mosb of the supply of xaw matorial from this districs
«went, T atbribubo a corbain amount of the falling-oft also to the
vins, Lam of opinion, howover, that had the

“Iatencss of the
« demand for raw malerial heen kept up, the cultivators would have
« gaevificod other erops for the sake of the cotton crop, and that

“#{he lateness of the rains would not have had so much effect in

“4he growlh of colton as it hag now hiad, combined with tho do-
“cline in the market : futhermore, while the staple (cleaned cot-
fon) in 1664 fotehod from Rs. 24 to 35 the maund, it now stnds
«qt Rs. 11, 12 and 13 the mannd.

e condition of the crops appears good, and the ont-turn per
« aoro T bicipate will fully come up to the estimate. In fact it is
« probable thab the present area wider cotton fs that bost suited to
@ 4lic growth of the crop, while the loss snitable area has been turned
<o other acconnt. I Deobund Tehseelee slight damago has been
& Qone by a visit from locusts in July.

¢ \Yith reference to paragraph G of the cireular, the state of the
« native cloth mauufackure appears healthy.

«Tn 1861 the manufucture of country cloth went down 50 per
“oent, and now, in 186, it has visen to 85 or 90 por cent. of it
& normal state, with every prospoc of its soon reaching ‘pr? The
& ywagos aken by *Jolabas’ have xisen from Rs. 7 and 8 of lust
«year to Rs. 10 and 12 of this year ; morcover, lust yoar they
«took mueh of their wages in kind.

«Tn the appended statement, T have givon samples of tho prices
« gurrent in the 12 principal markets.

o ¢ highest prices” would represont the latest prices gob ab the
« ehiof bowns and tho ¢ lowesb prices * the catlior prices gob ot tho
& ountry-lown markets.

& Gonsidering tho falling-ofl in tho pricos of tho raw matexial, the
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“prices for the cloth show th
“article to be good, and steadily
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Msosuffernugger.—Mr. S. N. Martin, Collector, writes :—¢In
% peply to your cireular, No. IL, datod 4th August 1865, T do my-
“ self tho honor to submit a report upon the probable out-turn of
“cotton for the ewrr year 1865-66. The area sown with cot-
“1on is loss than the previous year by 21,251 acres, and the out-
“urn is loss by 35,548 maunds, Various eauses have lod to tho
““contraction of the breadth of arca under cotton; among the
“most prominent may be mentioned the sudden fall in the market
“price from Rs. 36 por maund to Bs. 12 per maund, Many spe-
« culators were ruined. Tho re-action of courso told upon pro-
« Qucers ; for when traders, who form the great body of purchasers,
“failed, there was lost the chief incentive to enlarge cultivation,
“Thon again tho rainy season commenced very lato ; the first good
< fall was in the first week of July, and 4he heavy rains in August
“have in some places deluged the cotton fields.

“YWhereas last year cverybody, from the highest to the lowest,
“geemed eagerly engaged in producing cotton, this year no unusual
« aetivity is observable ; on the contrary there is a slackness, It is
“only where irrigation is secured by canals, that cotton forms
“ even a moderate portion of the agricultural products of the sea-
““gon.

“Owing to the cheapness of tlic raw material, native weavers
ave reburned in numbers to their looms, and are making fair
average profits. A man and his wife with four childcen, are quito
contient if they make three annas a day ! Such being tho cheap
“1ate of labour, slow though tho manual process be, compared to
manufacture by steam, it is diflicult to sce how Manchester can
“ drive the native weaver out of the market, The great mass of tho
« population still wear the coarso country-made cloth, called
« garrah” and “ guzee,” and will continue to do so as long as tho
« prico remains below what is imported from Turope ; for amongst
« 1 toeming population, notoriously living from hand to mou
«but the very coa pest article can find a ready sale.
« A remarkable feature of the time is the number of Indian Cotton-

spinning Comp d in the papers ; it s just possible
¢, to u cortain oxtont, be able to compete with native

%
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 English cloth is used only by Mahomedan proprictors of land,
‘“by bankers, by native officials, clorks, &c., and by other classes,
““at marriage festivals. Hindoo land-owners mostly go about cloth-
“ed in stuff of native manufacture ; it is only when the Dbrotherhood
“mect to celebrate some festivity, that the pure white coat of
“English cloth is generally worn.

“The decline in cultivation, and the short supply of exportable
“cotton in the Southern States of the American Republic, said to
““be 2,000,000 bales only, will run up prices again o about a fourth
“more than the present mexket rate. This may encourage produ-
“ cers for mext season, but for the present it will be suflicient to
“note that past-over speculation has for a time deterred the agri-
“ cultural classes from applying much of their land to the growth
“of cotton,”

Mecrut—Mr. W. A, Forbes, Collector, writes :—¢ I believe T
* may safely say that the quality of Meorut's last season’s cotton
““was finer than had ever before been produced.  Some of the or-
““dinary bazar quality, but cleancd with great care, was sent as a
“sample to Calentta ; and this the brokers, to whom it was shown,
*“ declared to be 5o far superior to anything they had scon passing
““through the Caleutta market from ecither Bengal or the North-
““western provinces, that they could hardly believe it was from
“this part of India,

“Of this cotton there is in the district,
““stock still awaiting purchasers,
“to Caleutta, when prices rise,
¢ wealthier mahajuns and land-o
“Jield on and refused to sell as
“ year and beginning of this,

T regret to say, a largo
which will hereafter find its way
as they will most assurcdly. The
wners who could afford to do so,
the prices fell at the close of last

“The sadly-reduced estim:

ate, as shown in col 7
. um: and
“of the accompan e i

yiné statement, will not, excite surprisc ; and it
‘ ary to point out the causes whicl v
“work to bring about sucly results, e e

““ prices fell rapidly, and from Rs, 30
“ ed the lowest limit of Rs,
“and even at that price )y
“market,  Prices are oy ag;

e been at
Towards the close of 1864
and 32 per maund, they reach-
9 to Rs, 10 during the spring of 1865 ;

were were mo buyers for the export
ain slowly rising,

and at present stand

Ix

b Rs. 12 per maund ; but for tho good picking of this ‘season, it
“is expected that sellers will got from Rs. 18 to Rs. 20 per maund
“ before the year is out.

“In October, it will b my duty to examine the last year's stock
“ still held in the district, and ascertain its quality ; for itis o be
“ feared that much has been damaged, and may be mixed with the
“ cotton of the new crop for the market.

* This fall in price of course has been the main reason for the re-
““duced area under cotton cultivation. The panic oxtended from
“ the bazars to the villages, from the buyess to the producers, and
“ the latter fear to-have anything to do with such an uncertain arti-
“cle of trade. :

*Dut besidos this, tho bazar failurcs amongst the speculating
“ buyers were extraordinary ; the largest and best known native
“mabajuos and bankers foll in numbers, and the consequence is,

“ that no advances are mado to the growers. No moncy is ad-
“ vanced for tho cotton.crop, and, without such advances, the cul-
“ tivator canmot and will not sow it.

“ This tightuess in the nativo money market has been, I am told
« B e
X T—Golletor s tecn, * DY tho Doople, incroased by renson of
asked to report what s the na-' ¢ ortain decrees in tho Civil courts
turo of these decisions, and to

endeaour to ascorliin from ¢ over. the proviuces in which they say
what Courts they have issued.

“ that tho system of advancing money
¢ for cotton cultivation hasbeen d with fraudulent specu-
“lation and timo bargaining.. How far this is true I cannot say,
“Dut that the impression is abroad is certain.

““The low price of cotton has influenced necessarily the sale and
“prico of the manufactured. article, and there has been a greator
« domand and & larger salo at reduced prices of both English and
“home-manufacturcd cloth. It will be for the trade to consider
“whether, if the demand for cotton for export increases, as from
“ all the advices from England appears cortain, and the small orop
“ i swept away to supply the market, tho demand and salo of Ting-
“1lish goods will not far exceed the present stock in these provinees.
I think it will, and that with the rail open without a break from
¢ Caleutta through the Mcerut district to Delhi, Mauchester will
““have the opportunity of driving mative manufactures almost en-
“ Lirely out of the market.
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Boolundshahur—Mr. H. B. Webster, Oficiating Collector,
Swrites :—“Tho total arca under cotton cultivation in this district
« quring the present year is only 26,012 acres, or onc-third of the
«gyeq under similar cultivation in 18G4, and that the estimated
« out-turn of cleancd cotton is only 41,060 maunds against 1,40,656
< maunds, the ascertained out-turn for last year.

There are two causes for this great decrease ; the first, and by
¢ far the ost powerful, being the depressed state of the cotton
“market, at the sowing scason. The fall of prices in the English
 market, which proved the ruin of many cotton speculators in this
« country, together with the reports of peace in America, and a
“ consequent cnormous influx of cotton into the English market,
“ provented speculators from making advances to cultivators, who,
“as o class, are unable, without such assistance, to enter largely
““into the eultivation of cotton.

“ The same depressed state of the market which prevented specu-
“lators from making advances to needy cultivators, deterred those
much of their capitalin tho

“inb i from
“cultivation of cotton.

“This state of things is of itsclf suflicient to account for the great
“decrease of area under cotton this year ; bub in addition to this,
“the season has been most unfavorable. In June and July suffi-
“cient rain to render the ground fit for cultivation did not fall (e
“oept in ome o two places, where thero were heavy, but partial
«ghovwers) so that the greater part of the very large unirrigated area
“that was last year under cotton has not liad a cotton seed put
“into it this year.

“The native cotton manufacture in this district is confined among
“tho Kolies (or Hindoo weavers) to the production of the very

1 conrsest dosuti, and to a poor and inferior kind of garal.

“The Jolahas (or Maliomedan weavers) produce chiefly pug-
“ gries, and & thin kind of cloth called dhorur, used principally for
“ making ruzuies and light jackets. Sccundrabad is famous for the
“manufaoture of prggries which bave & ninc, and find a ready salo
“in tho neighbouring districts ; and T amn assured find $heir way,
“and are apprecinted as far cast as Bonares and Mirzapore.

“This is the only export trado in cotton cloth that 1 can trace

¢ in this district. The manufacture, which was dopressed and fuil-
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¢ ing during the reign of high prices of raw material, and what may
1o called the cotton mania, is now improving, and bids fair to
“ resume its old status.

“ The demand for such native manufactures as are produced hero
“ has, I beliove, nover failed ; it was the utter inability of the wea-
“ yors to pay the cnormous market price’ for tho raw material,
& which for a timo prevented thoir keoping the supply up to the
«demand. Things are now altered ; and though the price of cot-
“ fon is again rising, it is not likely ever to attain to the excessive
“oight it reachod last year.”

Allygurh—Mr. J. H. Prinsep, Collector, writes :—¢ The ycar
€186+ returned about three-fourths of a maund of cleaned cotton per
“beogal.  The result of 1865 is expected to show four-fifths of a
«maund, the increase being attributablo to greater care taken in
“tho selection of the soil in the present year; for though the
« drought that occurred in July last retarded the erop, there is not,
“the snme reckless saving this year on soil totally unfit for cotton
“4g Quring the mania of last year.

« Ag for the cultivation of the present season, it is just Dhalf of
« ghe aren cotton sown in 1863, and onc-third of the arca of 1864
@ and the probable out-turn of the eleancd cotton for 1865 is esti-
< mated at a falling-off of 1,35,001 maunds or a little more than
“one-third of the produce of 1864, and nearly three-sevenths of
« the actual producoe of 1863, This was to be expected as a conse-
“quence of the wild speculation and heavy losses thereon during
« the past season.  The surplus stock of 1864 has not been all dis-
« posed of, but lies in the hauds of its wnfortunate purchasers,—
44, drug in the market, for which there is no hope of realizing the
« price it was bought for.

« But thongh the cotton trade has sustained a check which may
£ gorve as a caution hereafter to the mercantile classes, the agricul-
« purist has groatly benefited by the high price paid for lis cot-
«ton; and in the diminished demand for that article this year,
tyill be able to roplace the doficiency in corcals, by sowing them
& on the lands which are not now required for cotton.

4 As regards the othor information called for, 1 beg to embody

!

et S AT

s

o

—




Ixx

“the Tehsceldars’ reports; and what I have gleaned from the chow-
«dhirces of the weaving olasses; in-the following remark

“15t,—Owing to late rains, the cotton seed was nob sown ab tho
“proper season ; the prosent out-turn therofore is expected'to-bo

“ far from a good one ; cultivation only to oue-fourth extent of

“past year.
“9nd.—The prices here are afféctod by the prevailing rates at
“Mirzaporo and Caleutta. When Rs. 18 per maund is the price ab

« Caleuttn, and Rs. 16 at Mirzaporc, the market rate ab Allygarh,

« s about Rs. 12 per maund,

3rd—The present state of the nativo clothi mannfacture is much:

“ moro favorablo than it was last year, owing to the price of native
“ thread being half that of last year.

“ dth—Country thread—Ascortained to bo in greater request
“than Turopean. Country thread 13 scers' to be had for the:
“ rupee. .

“ Zuropean thread—OF Nos, 40 and 50, mostly used by tho
 Jolahas, and costing Rs. 5 tho former, and Rs. 6 the Inttor per-
¢ packet (or “ pooriya”) of 2} seers, containing ten attees of thread,

btk —Sale of Turopean cloths one-fourth less than in past years ;
“ annual value of salo about 2 lakhs, ’
» “Gountry dloths sold in greator quantities than in past yoars. O
#the kinds dark soosce ehecks, Nadur shahoo, tookree, dohra dhotee,

muslin pugroes, dosootee, dohra, sullum, guzzce, arral, g
“ dhotor, papte.

At Habtrass the demand fo
“than in the past two years,

“Thero are no new kinds

cgum,.

x Buropo cloths s said to be greator

but still less than threo years ago.

of cloth manufactured

@G 1 .

o Gth—Dost of th vreaving elusses havo roturnod to the
oceupation, fow panpors ouly siil living by
“7th—In consoquence of the roturn to che

* clothing s boing worn by the public,
Bijnowr.—Mr.

ir trado
daily Inbour.
ap prices, more nativo

George Palmer, Collector, writes :—* So .far as

“can he jud s is distri
o be Judged from the resuls in this district, it sooms absolutoly

produced a correspond immedi
" Eng ng and immediato
efiect upon the demand for the staple in this country, T'his is
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“t¢.clearly manifest from the fact that prices have fallen concurrently
“ with a decrease of cultivation nearly corresponding to the provious
*¢ enhancement.  The following detail of prices current in the town
¢ of Nugeona illustrates very closely the effeets “ produced upon the
« Jocal market by the sudden fall in English prices :—

Moxrm. Prico of Cotton per Rupee.

Maunds, Scors. Chittacks,
November and Decomber, 1864, ... 1 )
January, 1865,

Tebrnary, 1865,
March and April, 1865,
Juuc, 1865, e

2 8

3 4
to 6 Scers.

3 4

onooo

« Immediately after the harvest of 1864, cobton was readily bought
«p for astill further rise in prico was then expected. When tho
¢ price began to fall, the dealers at first held back their cotton, in
“the hope that the fall would prove a temporary fluctuation only ;
“but when it became evident that this was not the case, they sold
“gonerally, although at o loss and disposed of most of their cutton
“in tho markets of Meerut, Cawnporo, Chendousee and Furrucka-
«had, The averago loss entailed upon cotbon speculators, by the
“unlooked-for decline in prices, is roughly estimated at dbout nine
“qunas in tho rupee.  In all parts of this district the present prico
“of raw cotton is about one-half, or something less than one-half
“ the average price in 1864

< But thero has not been a corresponding decline in the demand

« for country cloth. Tho fall in prico of raw cotton has naturally
¢ affocted the price of ‘cloth, though not in a corresponding degroc ;
« but, so far as T can ascertain, has produced no perceptible effect
«upon the demand. In the first instance, indeed, when the prico
“ of cotton fell, an abnormal condition of things was created ; in-
“ asmuch as tho stocks in hand had been manufactured from eloth
“Dought ab the previous high rates ; whereas purchasers naturally
« Jooked for a diminution in price of cloth corrosponding to tho
« fall in cotton, and tho immediato result was a tomporary stagna-
“tion in the trade. But this could be but temporary, and in a few
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“ months the trade resumed its ordinary chanmel, and is now ay
“brisk as ever, Prices however have fallen about one-fourth,
“ owing to the fall in prico of the raw material,

“ Looking to the results of the last three years, experienco seems
“to show ihat any serious fluctnation in the price of raw cotton i
“ the Buropean markets is sure to tell directly upon the eultivation
“ of the erop in this country.  As the English prices vise or fall, so
“the export frade from India will revive or dwindle ; and the cul-
“ivation of the erop, beyond the normal limits fixed by the por-
“ manent local demand, will incroasc or decrease in exact corros-
“ pondence with the demand for export.

“ But with respeet to the native cloth manufacture the case is
“ different.  Rise in price of the raw material will of course enhance
“the cost of the manufactured article ; but unless the price of
“ country cotton cloth is enhanced to such an extent as to become
“ absolutely proibitive, the demand for it is mot likely to bo

“ seriously aflected by any conceivable development in the export

“of raw cotton. It is needless to speculate now upon what might
“Yappen, if, by a lypothetical enhancement of the cost, cotton
“ clothing in this country were placed above the means of the masses
* of the people 5 or if it were to be superseded by the introduction
“ of new staples.  Under existing conditions, I think it may safely
“be assumed that, in any contingencics, the country cloth manufac-
“turers will be first supplicd with tho raw material from cach
‘¢ season’s erop, and that their demand will practically fix the limits
“ of the ordinary cultivation ; and that, however the export trado
“may be stimulated by external influencos, it will bo supplied
“ maiuly by additional cultivation, and not by permanent diversion
“of any part of that portion of tho erop which is ordinarily
“ priated to the manufacture of country cloth,”
Aoradabad.—Mr. A. Boulderson, Officiating Collector, writes :—
¢ The dewand for dloth, of mativo maufacture, is at prosent groator
* than usual, owing to the fall in the price of cotton, and the high
“ price at which European cloth is sold.”
Budaon—Mr. G, 1I. Lawrence, Officiatin
“ Roforring to your 5th pua. T bog
““late decline n prices of raw cotton i
“ markets bas told very muck again:

appro-

g Collector, writes.:—
leave to inform you that tho
n the London and Liverpool
st the cultivation of the said
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“staple in this district ; consequently the cxpected out-turn cf
“ cotton, as shown in the accompanying return, has been estimated
“at 21,592 against 53,959 maunds of 1864.

“ With reference to your Gth paragraph, I have to state that,
“ consequent on the depreciation in the price of old cotbon, many

- moro loons are now in use than in the previous years, and that,

“as o mattor of course, the price of tho country-made cloth has
* fallen much; so much so, that a piece of country made-cloth
 which fetched Rs. 2-8 in 1863, now fetches Rs. 1-8 only.

“ In my opinion there will be an increased demand, for sometime
“ at least, for cloth, because during the past four or five years,
“when the price of cotton reigned high, every man, whatever his
< position might have been, did with as few suits of cloth as he
** possibly could ; but now every person can return to his former
“ habits, and the constant wear and tear of old clothes for three or

four years must soon end in a large demand for new clothes.”

Shaljehanpore—Mr. W. Q. Probyn writes :—“ The area of cot-
“ ton cultivation in this district is I belicve about one-fifth less
¢ than that of last year ; but the prospects of the crop are as yet:
“so very good,that the out-turn promises to be the same, viz.
“ about fifteen thousand maunds,

* Abouba year ago tho price of cotton in this district ranged
 from Rs. 30 to 40 & maurd. TFor the first six months of this year
‘¢t has been from Rs. 10 to 20, falling as low for a few days as
“Rs. 8. Tor the last two months it has fetched from 14 to 16 Rs,,
* and ab present the latter rate rules.

“With the fall in prico of cotton the number of looms has
“incrensed ; an impetus to the native manufacture has also been
“ caused by the fact of cloth of English manufacture maintaining
“a prico high in comparison to the cost of the raw material.
“Should the present crop turn out as well as it now promises, and
“the Manchester stufls maintain their high rates, the number of
“looms will I expect in a few months’ time be nearly what it was
“in 1860.”

Muthra~Mr, B, Hardinge writes :—The demand for the staple
“hias been curiously aflected by the general decline of Tuglish

J
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“ prices.  While the speoulators and traders have been lolding off
 from new transactions,owing to the tightnoss of the money market,
“ and the uncertainty of future prices, the poor and the producers
« have gladly availed themselves of the temporary cheapness of
« the material to re-clothe themselves, and to supply tho deficiency
« caused by last year's ruinous prices. Country cloth is now 25
« por cent, cheaper than last year. A thin which sold for a rupee,
“ js now to be bought for 12, or even 11 annas. The looms which
«last year were Iying idle aro now busily worked by Hindu and
« Mahomedan weavers, and the trade and demand are alike brisk,
“ and for the present-will probably continue so, as a general vise in
« pices is expected from the late scason, and the gloomy prospeots
4 of the erop and out-turn,

« English cloth has gone down about 20 per cent., but there is
“ not the same demand for that as the native manufacture.  Various
“ reasons have been assigned for the greater durability and warmth
« of native cloth ; the gencral rise of prices of all necessaries, wood
@ and food and grain of all sorts, leaving a smaller margin than

«usual for the purchase of thin and less-lasting matorial ; amongst
«others, the paucity of auspicious days for cclebrating Hindu
«ynarriages (nccording to the Pundits’ predictions) in the coming
“ year, on which occasions, chicfly among the richer community,
«the desire for buying English cloth is largoly gratified, &c., dre.”
Agra—Mr. W. Kaye, Deputy Collector, writes i— ¢ The causes
“ of the decrease of cultivation are various, and are not’ confined
“to tho fall of price, which even now is high enough to be very
« yomunorative. The high price of grain in these parts has gone

“far to induce the cultivators to retum to their ordinary crops,-

« from which the profit, if not so large as that derived from cotton,
“is far more cortain.  The wncortainty of the cotton speculation
“to0 greatly influences them. Indian villagers aro not o speculative
% race, and last year's fluctuation in prices fairly frightened them.
“ It was too great a shock for the villager’s mind to find that tho
« field of cotbon, on which all his hopes centred, and which in the
“morning hehad valued at Rs. 200 to Rs. 300 was by evening
* almost wnsaleable, on account of some news which had arrived by
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“ the ¢ Bijli dak,” the purport of which he was utterly unable to
“ comprehend. So he has returned to his old ways, and will sow
*¢ about as much cotton as he can conveniently sell in the neavest
< market town, and no more, Tho offect of tho fall of prices upon
“ the demands for cobton has been most dumaging : so many mer-
“chants bumned their fingers in cotton last year, that this year
“ dealings have been but small.  Every ono'is waiting to see what
“ will be the ruling prices when the erop is gathered and ready for
“ export. In effect no one will buy and no one will soll. Under
“the influence of the low prices of cotton, the weaving trade is
¢¢ fast returning to its old condition. With cheap cotton available
“on the spot, the native weavers have been enabled to xeduce tho
“ price of their cloth greatly ; while the price of Buglish cloth has
“ ot fallen in proportion. Native cloth is now 25 por cent, cheaper
 than it was at this time last year ; while the commoner kinds of
“ English cloth have fallen in price about 10 per cont., and the finer
< Linds haxdly at all.

“The high prices which have prevailed for the last few years have
« much affected the demand for English cloth, most people being
« content to wear ou their old clothes, and wait for cheaper times :
« also dealers in these parts have bought but sparingly of Inte, al-
« ways hoping for a return of tho times when they got very much
“hotter cloth at lower prices. The prospects of a good season, and
“{lie greater stability of prices, which must oventually rosult from
“the termination of the American war, will probably lead to a
“ considerably increased demand for English cloth, in spite of the
“yenewed activity of the native weaving trade.”

TFurruckabad—Mr. R. C. Oldfield, Collector, writes :—*The
¢ area under cultivation, and the estimated out-turn, are about
« one-third less than last year : this is of cowrse in consequence of
“ the great fall in the price of cotton. Cleaned cotton now sells
« at from Rs. 12 to 16 per maund (Company’s woight), as compared
“ with Rs. 35 to 50 per maund last year. The effect in the fall in
“ price has been to reduce the cost of country-made oloth, on an
« average 30 per cent. all round, and to give an impetus to the native
“ manufacture, which is gradually reviving. English cloth has
# fallen in price about 25 per cent. My enquiries lead me to believe
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¢ ghat the imports in English cloth have increased considerably
“ gince the reduction in price, and that the demand will continue.
#Tn Furruckabad itself, the trade in English cloth goods may
< possibly have fallen-off, but owing to the exceptional cireum-
“ stance that many consignments, which formerly were made to
« Furruckabad, are now, as the rail is gradually extended to tlhe
¢ North-west, forwarded direet to other entrepbts of the trade.”

« Jynpoory.—Mt. B. W. Colvin, Offieiating Collector, writes s—
“Ttwill be scen that the estimated out-turn for this year is only

¢ one-third of the actual out-turn of last year. Having lately in- *

¢ spected roads which took me through a great deal of the district,
“Thave been able to form some idea, from my own observation,
« of the proportional area occupicd by eotton, and T am inclined
¢ to think that the actual quantity produced will be less, if any-
“ thing, than the estimaté.

“WVith reference to paragraphs 5 and 6 of circular under reply,
‘¢ the first effect here of the fall of cotton in the English market has
* been to stop all speculation. The trade consequently has shrunk
. “hack into its old channcls, which are limited to supplying the
““local market, and to sending a small surplusinto Oudh, The re-
“gult of this suddenly-diminished demand has been that the price
“of cotton has fallen 50 per cent. or more in the bazar during the
“past year ; whilst the area under cotton cultivation has dimi-

“ nished in a still greater ratio. The price of all coarse cloth, both

“ English and Native, hias also fallen, but in a less degree than
“ that of tho raw cotton. Onan average -of the different kinds,
20 to 25 per cent. may be taken as the measure of this fall. The
“ finer cloths, such as book-muslin and web, which never rosc so
“much with cotton, have fallen very little if at all in price. This is
““no doubt owing to the material heing a much smaller item in the
“cost of production. The reason which was given me for the
* coarser cloths having fallen less than the raw cotton, is I think,
“ the true one ; Viz., that there is a goneral increase of prosperity in
“ the agriculbural classes, from the enhancement in price during the
“last fow years of all the neaessaries which they produce, and that,
“as a consequence, cach stage of decrease in the price of cloth,
“brings it vithin tho reach of 4 larger and over-widewing class of

Txexvii

« cugtomors 3 in short, that the demand rises as the price falls,
« until they balance one another at a poiat higher than that ab
¢ which they met before the disturbance of tlie cotton market.

¢ As rogards the difference botween Euglish and Native-made
«cloth, unbleached calico, ( mackern ) mnd long cloth seem to have
« fallen in very much the same ratio as the coarser country cloths.
“These last are preferred by the villagers, on account of their
«groator dirability ; but the town-people and upper classes buy the
« English fabrics largely, and their price does not scem likely to fall
“¢ more than that of their native substitutes. A small fall brings
“them, as the others, within the reach of a much larger number of
¢ purchasors.

“The cloth-merchants and weavers, between whom the present
“large profits upon cloth are divided, are very prosperous just now,
“as might be expected.  All the sowrces from which I have been
“able to draw information are unanimous on this point.

“ It is rather hazardous to venture upon predictions regarding
¢¢the futurc demand for cloth. There are two facts however which
< are agreed to by every body, and from these (so fav as T am able
“40 judge ) two rosults may be confidently looked for; first, tho
¢ greatly-reduced arca of cotton cultivation, which has resulted
¢ from the collapse of all speculation, will prevent cloth from fall-
#¢ing lower in prico for the nexb year or so, and will more probably
« cause it to rise ; secondly, the generally-improved circumstances of
« the agricultural community so largely widens the field of purchas-
¢ ors of cloth, as its price diminishes, that it is protty certain that
# prices will never fall permanently lower than they were before
“the American war, and may very probably never fall so low again.”

« Jtawah.—Mr. A, O. Humo, Collector, writes :— That, whilo
« gwing to tho fall in prices, scarcely more than half the land twas
« devoted to cotton in 1272 Fusleo that it occupied in 1271, the
< out-burn for the former will be as nearly as possible two-thirds of
# that of the latter year.

«The fall of prices, while it has thus diminished by one-half the
« breadth of our cobton cultivation, has, by cheapening cloth, both
¢ of native and home manufacture, most materially increased its
# gonsumption. Thus taking the city of Etawalb, in regard to'which
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“we possess nearly exaot statistios, it appoars that the consumption
¢ of Nativo and English cloth in this place, during the past 4 ycars,
“has been as follows i—

1st September | 1st Septomber| st Soptember| 1st
1531, 0 318t Au| 1503, to 315t Au | 1885, b0 H1st A 1554, oy Bosvrne
gust 1868, st 1563, st 1864 st 1565,

’ No. of Thans. | No.of Thans. | No.of Thans. | No.ofThans,

European,

Native, 14,187 12,084 12,584 23,282

12,379 { 12,054 , 10,475 l 19,244

A similar increase, though without accurate details, is reported
“all overthe district. In 1864 the people were reduced to the
“lowest; possible consumption of oloth ; during 1865 they have pur-
“chased largely.”

“ Biah—Mr. C. H. T. Crosthwaite, Deputy Collector, writes :—
¢ The manufacture of native cloth has received a very great impetus
“from the low prices now ruling in the cotton market 5 and unless
“there is a considerable viso in price, thisimpulse will be continued.”

“Jalown—Mr. A, Ternan, the Deputy Commissioner, writes i—
“The present prico of eotton being in this district about 5 ponce
““per 1, the native cloth manufactures liave increased much lately,
“owing to the high prices of Buropean articles, the above mant
: fae?ured cloths selling n.t a reduetion of about 40 per cent. A re-
. action may be expected in favour of the European articles, which

are generally preferred, should their price fall in the market,
“ owing to cotton supply from Americy, * ’

Jhansie—Mr. T. G. Jenkinson,
writes :—“ The estimated avea, under
“is less than that of last year by 7,18
“attributable to o enormous fal in prices, from Ts. 40 and 4
** toRs. 10and 12 per maund, one of the immediate lconse‘quencc;

“of which was, that a considerable quanti
1 was, that a considerable quantity of
“unsold in tho hands of tho growers, | oo e 1ol

“For some months past the dem,
“comparativoly speaking, small,
“who speculated largely n cotton

the Deputy Commissioner,
cotton cultivation this year
G acres. This is no doubt

and for the staple has been;
Several Tespectable  mahajuns,
have heen nearly ruined, and -
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«the purchase of the staplo. for export has now almost entirely
©ceased. Iatterly the purchasers have Dbeen the native cloth
“ manufacturers. o

“In former reports from this district the Board have been in-
“formed of the falling off in the manufacture of native cloth,
“owing to the great demand for cotton in the English market.
“During the last fow months, howover, a Jarge number of tho wea-
“vers, who had left their houses, or had sought work elsewhere, have

% roburned to their homes, and have rosumed their occupation. Tt

«jg ostimated that the number of nmative looms now at work is
* double that of last year. The demand for native cloth has also
“increased considerably. Cloth which last year sold at Rs. 2 and
“Rs. 3., is now procurable at Ro. 1 and Re. 1-4 per picee, and the
“ middle and poorer classes who could not, while the high prices
« provailed, afford to purchase if, but were obliged to content
« themselves with their old clothes, have now commenced purchas-
“ing again. These rosults bear out the remarks made by me in
““my Jast year's report, and I am still of opinion that any decreaso
“in the demand for the staple in the English market, and any
# decline in prices, will bo followed, in this district at any rate, by
tan increasod domand for, and a larger manufacture of native
“ cloths. ”

Indlutpore.—Mr. E. Montague, the Officiating Deputy Commis-
“ sioner, writes :—% The price of cotton this year has fallen to one-
“ third of the price which obtained during the great demand of last
¢ year. ,On account of this fall, the cloth trade has received some
“ impetus ; but several weavers (Momins) who iere settled 'in
« Lullutpore by the late Captain Tyler. were driven away by the
« cholera, and have not reburned.  In tho Lullutpore Tehscel less
«land has been taken up for cobton as compared with last year ;
« but this ismot the case on Mehrownie Tehseel, where tho area has
“incrcased. The estimated out-burn in the Tehseel for last year
« yas much below the average. Zemindars, when asked, put the
« out-turn of cotton per beegah at 52 seers uncleancd; o1 35 cleancd,
< which gives about G2 scers (cloanod) per acre. A maund per
« acre would be a fair ‘cstimate on an average. The Lutluipore

2
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‘“land is not so good as that in Mehrownie. The present prospects
“for the crop are very good as the rain has been favorable,”

Caenpore.—Mr. W. S. Halscy, the Officiating Collector, writes :—
“ The manufacture of country cloth is owing in a measure to the
““ superiority fof the coarser kinds of native cloth over the same
“class of goods from England, arising from there being no adulter.
“ation, no mildew, greater weight, and hence greater warmth for
“the cold season, and greater durability. The demand for country
“ cloth is however not likely to increase much s price rules it en.
““tirely if cotton is dear ; then native cloth is dear, and the natives
“ manage with less.

“The new Elgin Cotton Mills, and others of a similar nature, it
*“ worked up. to their prospectus, ought to produce an article quite
““as good and cheaper ; but as this is a_ matter of the future, it is
“almost idle o speculato on it ; no doubt it will have an offect on
“ the trade, but it s difficult to say what that effect will be,”
Futtehpore~Dr. C. Grant, the Offciating Collector, writes
“The manufacture of native cloth has increased, owing to the fall
“in the price of raw material,” -
Banda—Dr. A. R. Clarke, the Offciating Collector, writes :—
“The fall in the price of cotton has had the effect of keeping the
“ native weavers fully employed?
‘Allul‘ab(:&—]\[r. G. H. M. Ricketts, the Collector, writes :—¢ The
“aren this year, you will obsorve, is short of last year by 22,851
. peves. This s owing to the great dronght of last year. The
‘ greab prices induced many to extend the cultivation, but owing
“to um_grm] drought, many burnt their fingers, and high prices
v since have prevented the cultivudi rtai
o wtion of any but certain
I oxperimentalized with ncolimatize
““of the distriet lnst year, sparing
“ experiments

d and Orleans soed in parts
it no trouble or expense, but my
. :\]0 plices wore wnsucessful. Tt was proved to
don that the soil in thoge places was not, under any
nces, adapted for eotton, ’
“The price fell enorm i
ously
o e sly in Decen
risen since,

ber 1864, and has never

Ix:

“This time last year it was at Rs. 20 2 maund ; now it is Rs, 13,
< and no purchasers. The weavers are returning to their old trade,
“and the villagers arc renewing their stocks of wadded clothing,
““which they have long done without, and aro in fact fully clothed,
“instead of only partially. .

“The price of Rnglish cotton goods has fallen. Long-cloth,
“which last year sold for Rs. 14, now fetches Rs. 10 ; and Markeen
“ has fallen from Rs. 16 to 10, and where it is cheap it is abundant :
“but it will probably fall still lower, for the prices scom to be
““adjusting themselves gradually to their former level. Before
“the American war ‘Markeon’ was Rs. 7 a piece ; now it is 10,
“Tast yoar it was 16. But it would bo only guossing, if I wero
“to say when the old price will again be reached. There is no
“very great trade in cotton goods in this place: it is generally
« gupplied from Mirzapore. Thore is no direct trade from Caleutta.
“The fact is that Allahabad is about the boundary of the Caleutta
« trade on ono side, and the Bombay trade on the other, for it gets
“its supplies indifferently from Mirzapore and Cawnpore and
* Furruckabad, the two latter being supplicd mostly from Bombay
“Iam informed. Being thus on the confincs, the two trades arc
“ exhausted when they reach here, and there is no great opportunity
“ of judging futare prices.

¢ The country trade is as it was before the cotton trade was in-
¢ fluenced by the American war. The dhotee, which is the guide to
“ o by, fetches now 1-8 to 1-12 as it used to do.”

Iumeerpore—Mr. T. Waterfield, the Officiating Collector,
writes :—*“The decline in the prico of cotton in the market of

“ Tngland and the consequent cheapness of that arbicle in this
< country, havo had the cffect of discouraging the oultivation of
¢ cotton ; so much so, that the estimated area of cotton cultivation
« for the present year has greatly fallen short of that for the last
« year, and the out-turn for this, year will proportionately be mucl
“« smaller. .

“he fall in the prico of cotton has encouragod nativo manu-
<« facture, which is gradually increasing. The inhabitants of this
« disbrict, who ave chiclly agriculturists prefor native coarse-made
“cloth to Buropean cloth, and from this, among other causes, the

k




“ market”
Jounpore.—dr. H, A Harrison, the Oficiating Collector, w
e decline in price of raw cotton in the London and Liv

ites :—
‘pool
« markets brought down’the price of cotton during the first seven

« months of the year to about Rs. 12a maund. The price now is
¢ Rs. 21 to maund. At present there is a better demand for
“ cotton : this T think is owing to the price of the raw material
“ having somewhat risen in Liverpool, owing no doubt to the fear
« of a short supply from the Southern States of America.

“ The smaller area sown this year is simply owing to the fall in
“the price of cotton ; the cultivators will not sow cotton to rea-
«Jizo Rs. 10 or 12 a mannd only.

«The speculators in cotton have had to put up with severe

“Josses.

« As soon as cotton fell in prico the manufacture of native cloth
« yevived ; it will however fall off, if cotto. continues to rise in
“value. '

« Poth English and Native manufactured doths have fallen in
“ price. * Nearly every well-to-do person uses English-made cloths.
“The native cloth is used by the poorer classes, as it is cheapor,
“and wears longer. - Natives who cannot afford to dress always in
“ Englishamade cloth prefer to have one suit of it to appear in on
“ particular occasions. The high price of cotton causes a falling off
“in the consumption of cloth of both kinds, the people making
“ shift with one suit, when, if cotton was cheap, they would use
“two. The cheaper that English cloth can be supplied, the Jarger
““xvill the consumption be ; for it would be used by « vast majority
“3f within their means to purchase.

“X think if « cloth of  coarser kind than that now sent to this
“country were made, it wonld in a great measure supplant the
“nativeamado cloth ; but whether such a consummation can be
“dsired, is open to doubt”

Buster.—Mr. F. Wigram, the Colleetor, writes =—Tho prico of
 cotton has Jately greatly declined,and inall marts of thie district tho
¢ demand, hoth for the raw material and cotton-clothing, has been
 on the increase,
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«The cotton cloth manufacturers have lately had full employ-
“ ment, and as long as there is no risc in the price of the material,
“with the preseut prospect of an abundant harvest thero is every
“ probability of the demand

“ With the exception of cotton; no clotl\ manufacture is carried
“ on in this district.”

Goruckpore—~Mr. C. Daniell,, the Collccto) writes :—* The high
« prices lately provailing (Collector refers, the Board conclude, to
«last year) have diminished the manufacture of cotton cloth, but
“ at the best the manufacture was inconsiderable.”

Azimgurh.—Mr. C. Richardes, Collector, writes :—* The manu-
“ facture of native cloth is again commencing, and there is an in-
¢ creased demand for it among the former classes.”

Mirzapore.—Mr. W. C. Turner, Officiating Collector, writes :—
« In‘consequence of the high price of cotton last yewr but little
““ mative cloth was manufactured, This year a larger quantity will
“ ho manufactured, it is expected, and will be readily bought by the
“ poorer classes.

“The price of piece goods has fallen, the difference between this
“ year and last being as much as 2 per picce ; but the rise in the
« price of grain induces tho poorer classes to profer the cloth of
¢ native manufucture.”

* Benares—Mr. G. E. Watson, Officiating Collector, writes :—
“What little cotbon wag grown in the district was used for home
«gonsumption ; the finctuation in price therefore had comparatively
¢¢little effect on the value to the producer. Dut the late decline
«in price of Taw cotton in England has produced a perceptible
¢t change in the condition of the weaver class. Looms that for
« three yeas lay idle have been again set in motion, and  consider-
“ able quantity of the coarser kinds of cloth is being woven.

« Buropean fabrics have however still the command of the
“ market ; none but the poorest classes. those content with the thick
« goarso native manufactures, wear any thing clse.

«The English cloth is so appreciated by the people generally,
“that T do not think they would willingly rovert to the use of the
¢« native manufacture, unless the fall in the price of the raw material
“ was so great as to cnable the native weaver to scll his cloth at




Txxxiv .

“ much lIower rates than have ever obtained. This I do not, consider
“ probable, as the fine Dacca muslins were driven out of the market
“by English manufactures; so I believe we shall find coarser deserip-
““tions of cloth superseded.

“What the people want, is 4 comse cheap cloth ; such a fabric,

suited to the lower orders, would find an unlimited sale.”

Ghazeepore—Mr. G. B, Pasley, Officiating Collector, writes :—
“There has been very little increase in native cloth manufacture.”

APPENDIX K

SATURDAY HALF-HOLIDAY.

Caleutta, 21st June 1865.
Notice is hereby given, that the Offices of the undersigned will
bo closed for business, on Saturdays, at 2 r. 3., from the 1st proximo,

Colvin, Cowie & Co, Mosley and Hurst, Ml days
Kettlewell, Bullen & Co. caxcepled.
Gisborne & Co. Mackillop, Stewart & Co, (lo.
Barton, Baynes & Co. Balfour & Co.
Hoare, Miller & Co. W. H. Smith, Barry & Co: do
J. H. Fergusson & Co. Crooke, Rome & Co. do.
Carlisles Ncp])c\\s & Co. P. Pro. Schoene, Kilburn
hand, Fairlic & Co. & Co. do.
Ernsthausen and Oosterloy. T. Scllacy
George Henderson & Co. Mackinnon,M nckcnnc &Co do.
Gordon, Stuart & Co. Saml. Smith Sons & Co.  do,

Playfair, Duncan & Co. Androw Yule & Co, do.
Mair & Co. Stevenson, Peel & Co,  do.
Potter and Co. P, Pro. me« & Co. a
Pickford, Mathewson & Co, C. 7 o

. Thomas & Co, D. 4 Suntth & o do.

P. Pro. W. C. Stewart & Co. Kelly & Co do.

Montague Masscy. P. Pro. Henderson & Co} 4
L. E. Pctrococluno & Co. W, Blacklall. o
Begg, Dunlop & Co. Heron & Co. do.
Ker, Dods & Co, John Elliott & Co. do.

L. W. Toulmin & Co. Turner, Morrison & Co.  do.
G. Pehmoller & Co.’s Successors,| Argenti, Sechiari & Co.  do.

C. Weskins, Graf and Banzigor, do.
Joseph Agabog. Robert and Charriol, do.
Manockjco Rustomjec. \\’lscm:m, Suead & Co.  do.
Mohendronauth Bose. . R. Gentl do.
Schilizzi & Co., Mail das ca- | For the Boruco Co. Ld. 1

cepted. 1. Knowles, do.
Camin, Lamouroux & Co, do. |P. Pro. E. chxt\uch N
Ramgopaul Ghose & Co."  do. 4lso: do.
Aushootos Day & Nephows, do. Tor the Bcngml Credit
Ipmr & Co, Mobilier Ld. o.

ckey & Co. do. J. J. Cogswell,

Graham & Co. do. | William Moran & Co. do.

and Indigo Season excepted.

Y
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopied by  Special General Meeting of the Bengel
Chamber of Commarce held on the 181l June 1861,—with effect from

1at January 1862

10,000 6 0
———— 15,491 11 3

.. 1,

i por
Paper

for Rs.10,000, less income

tax.....

H. W. I WOO0D,

to 3lst

B.

Moy
5 ...
E.

186
o

from 1st
cent. Government
&

October
« Interest for 6 months on

Cash in Bank of Ben
Government Paper .

-

»» Net profits of Prico Gurrent

By Balance of 30th April 1865 :—
»» Subscriptions ..

0

0

661 8 0

o

81st October 1865.

APPENDIX I.

900 0 0
5,001
2,293 15

707 14 0

3153 0
9969 § 0

@

o

14991 3 3
24,960 11 3

Rs.

3 8
10,000 0 0
Rs....

o

014,991

©

and Co. for Office

5.

186

5

Statement of the Funds of the Bengul Chumber of Commerce from 1st May to
Chamber’s Jast half-y

Dunn
in Bank of Ben,

rges General
Government Paper.

Establishment
CALCUTTS,

for Newspapers, books, &.
31st October

Report
furniture ..

To Oflice Rent -vvvrrrrr
" Ch
)
o Pri
»
» Messrs.

On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion,

Gold Dust, or Coin

On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Indigo,
Ty Silk, Silk Pioce Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-

cious Stones or Jowdllery - ...

On purchasing ditto when funds e provided by

the Agent ..

Onthe sale or purchase of all

other goods—the

commission in all cases to be charged upon the

gross amount of sales, aud in regard to purchases

upon both cost and charges

On roburns for Consiguments if made in produce 2}

On returns of Consiguments if-in Bills, Bullion,

or Treasure ...

On accépting Bills against Consignments.

On the sale

or purchase of Ships, Factorics,

Tlouses, Lands, and all property of a like des-

cription

On goods and treasure consigned,

and all other pr

perty of any description referred to Agency for
sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise, which

shall afterw

axds e withdrawn ; and on goods

consigned for conditional delivery to others and
s0 delivered, on invoice amount at 2. perrupee. half com,

On making advances or procuring loans of
money for commercial purposes, when the aggre-
gate commission does not exceed 5 per cent....., 2} per eont,
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11. On ordering or receiving and delivering goods, or ' such goods as may be re-shippgd, and on the
superintending the' fulfilment of contracts, or on ' net proceeds of all such goods as may be pub-
the shipment of goods, where no other Com- : licly sold e . B per cent,
mission s derived +++ 2} per cent, d If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picce Goods 2,
12, On guarantecing Bills, Bonds, or other engagements, i If Treasure, precious Stones or Jewellery w1 ”
and on becoming security for administration of ] 22; On offecting Insurances, whether on lives or pro-
states, or to Government for the disbursement g perty U S
of public money 2y, : 23, On settling Tnsurance claims, losses and averages
13. On del- or ing the duc reali: of all classes, and on procuring returns of pre-
of sales -2, ‘ mium w2y
14. On the management of Estates for Exccutors or i 24. On drawing, purchasing, selling or negotiating
Administrators 2, ‘ Bills of Exchange w1l oy,

15. On chartering ships or engaging tounage for con-

925, On debts or other claims when a process at law
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for

or arbitration is incarred in cluiming them .. 2%,

londing w2, Or if recovered by such means ... Wb,

16, On advertising as the Agents for Owners or Com- 26, On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored vl »
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the ! : 27. On collecting Tousc Rent O S,
amount of passage money, whether the same | 28, On ships’ Disbursements o
shall pass though the Agents’ hands or not ... 2} - 29. On realising Bottomry Bonds, or negotiating any

17. On procuring freight for a ship by a shipping order y TLoan on respondentia w2,
or charter, or on proenring employment for a | 30. On granting Letters of Credit ... w1 »
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for * 31, On sale or purchase of Government Scewrities and
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon Bank or other Joint Stock Shaves, and on every
the gross amownt of freight, brokerage inclusive 5, : exchange or transfer not by purchase from one

18. On engaging Asintic Emigrants for a ship to the 3 class to another o ¥ »
Mawitins, the West Indics, or clsewhere, upon 2. On delivering up Government Seowrities and Bank
the gross amount of carnings w5 » 3 or other Joint Stock Shares, on the market

19, On engaging troops for a ship to Greab Bitain or value P .
elseuberc, on the gross amount of passage 33. Onall wmounts debited and creditod within the
money for rank and file

o
e

year (loss the halance brought forward) upon
which no Commission amounting to 5 per cent.

2. Onxealising iuward freight, invard troop, Tmi-

grant, or Cabin passage money 2}

2L On lunding and
vessel in distress,

" has been chaxged w b,

lipping goods from any
‘or on landing and selling by
anction damaged goods from any such vossel
and acting as Agent for the Master on hohalt R
ofall coneeried on the declared value of il

%% Drokerage when paid is to be separately charged.

Secretary.
!
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TONNAGE SCHEDULE for the Porr oF Carcrrra adopted at the
General Mecting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on
the 28th May 1859. The "Schedulp came into operation from 1st

January 1860.

ARTICLES,

Cwt, per | Cubic

J Tect
Ton Netb. | 1o o,

Alocs, in Bags and Boxes
Alum, in Ditto
‘Anisoed, in Bags ..
Arrowroot, in Cases...
Asafetida. in Bags and Boxes
Apparel in Boxes ..

Buarl I\, in Bags N

ooks

Borax.or Tincal

Brimstone

Bullion

Cake-lac, in Bags

Camphor, in Cases ...

Cardamonms, in Robins
oxes

Cassia, in Boses ...

» inBags
China Root, in Bags

” Boxes
Chirefla
Cigars
Cloves, in Bags ...
w  Boxes ..
Coals .
Cochineal ' .
Coffec, in Bags ..
Casks 1

Coral, Rough

omon, in Bales, 5 o the ton, not o execed

‘owri

Cutch m Dags

Dntcs Wet .
Dry

Dholl

Elephants’ Tecth, 1 Bulk

Furniture

Garlic and Onions ...

e . 20,
. 20
8

20 cwt,
20

xel

ARTICLES.

Cuwt, por

Ton Nett.

Cubic
Feet

per Ton.

Gingor
Gram
Cums, in Cases ..
Gummy Bags and Gunny Cloth”
Gunjih

excer

Henp, in Bales, por ton of 5 Bwlcs, not to}

Tides, Bufilo or Cow, Cured
oofs, Hom Shavings and Tips,
Honus, Cor, Bulilo or Deor..

Tudig

Juter § Balos bo Fhe Ton, uob cxoceding
ac Dye -

Tard

Linscod .

Tnco . .-
Machinery
Metals
Mirabolams

Molasses
Dother o’Poarl, in Bags
Cliosts
Munjoct,” ..
Mustwrd or Rapo Seed ...
Natmegs, in Casos or Casks ...
Nux Vomica ...
ats
Oil, in Cases ...

Poppen Long

l’lm]\s uul Dezzh
Poppy Seed ...
Tutchuck .
Raw Silk, in Bales
Rattans for Dmnm"u
Red Wood Ditto
Ther, i Balus, b Ton of & Bis. not exdg

Rice

Reping in Coils
incs and Twines, in Bundles
Ru, in Casks.. N

16
... 2 puncheons or 4 hhds.

\




xeil

Clwh, per (Cubic Feet

ARTICLES. Ton Nett. | per Ton.
Safflower, in Bls. p. Ton of 5 Bls. not exdg ... 52
Sago, in Cases . N 50
Sal-amoniac, in Bags -
» Boxes . 20 cwt|

Saltpetre - I
Salt... . 20
Sapan Wood for Dunnage 20 PP
Sealing Wax, in Cases 50
Seed-lac, in Cases

35 ags
Senna .
Shells, Rough, in Bags
Shell-lac, in Cases o

M ags ...
Silk Piece Goods ...

Skins

Soap, Country, in Cases
» RBags

» Bar
Stick Lac, in Cases
Bags e

Sugar

Tallow, in Cases or

Talo

Tamarind, in Cascs or Casks ..
pi

Te;
Teel Seed -
Timber, Round ..
o Squared
Tobaceo, in Pales ...
Tortoise Shells, in Chests ..
Turmeric .
Wheat I.'
Wool N

. B_—.Goods_ in Casks or Cases to he caloulated gross weight
when paying freight by weight ; and where freight is made payable
or; m?nsuremcnt, lhe. measurement be taken on the Custom House
“;;Rc‘uit;:tr other shipping wharf within the limits of the Port of

IL W. I WooD,

: Secretary.
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MEMBERS 'OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Agabeg, Joseph.
Apcar and Co.
Argenti, Seehiari and Co.
Atkinson, Tilton and Co.
Barton, Baynes and (o,
PBegg, Dunlop and Co.
Balfour and Co.

Borradaile, Sehiller and Co.
Camin, Lamouroux and Co.
Carlisles Nephews and Co.
Colvin, Cowie and Co.
Crooke, Rome and Co.
DeSouza, Thos. and Co.

Mair and Co.

Moran, W.and Co.

Mosley aud Hurst.

Mohendronanth Bose.

Manackjos Rstomjce.

W Maclellan, J. W., Agent, Commer-
cial Banl: Corporation’ of India
and the Bast.

Pearce, Macrae and Co.

Ponnington and Co.

Pelmoller, G and Co.’s Suceessors.

Pictsch, G, Manager, Comploir
D' Tscompte de Paris.

Duff, Thos., Agent, Borneo Com- | Playfair, Duncan and-Co.

pany.
Durrselmidt, Grob and Co.
Ernsthausen and Ocsterley.
Ewing and Co

Tiliott, John and Co.
Texgusson, J.

Potter and Co.

V] Prestwich, E.

Petrocochino, B. E. and Co.

+7 Pickford, Mathewson and Co.

P. & C. Nosserwanjee Cama & Co.
TRalli Brothers,

H.
Tuller, W. H., Manager, Bank: of | Ralli and Mayrojani,

Hindustan, China, and Japan.
Gishorne and Co.
Graf and_Banzigor.
Gordon, Stuart and Co.
v Grindlay and Co.
V/Grant, Smith and Co.
CGiraham aud Co.
v Gentle,
Henderson and Co.
Honderson, George and Co.
Heron and Co.
Hoare, Miller and Co.
Hormusjee Bomanjoe Cama. & Co.

Tam Gopaul Ghose and Co.
TRobert and Charriol,

Reid, J. M., dgent, Chartered Mer-

cantite Banl: of Indic.

Schilizzi and Co.
P.
urn and Co,

| Shand, Tairlic and Co.
Sham Chaund Mitter.

¢ Swith, D. A. and Co.

| Smith, Suvel, Sons and Co.
Stevenson, Peel and Co.

=

. | Stowart, Wm. C. and Co,

Halford, W., Manager, Central |Smith, W, H., Barry and Co.

Banks of Wesiern India.
Kottlewell, Bullen and Co.
Kelly and Co.

Kor, Dods and Co.

Tatibury, H., Manager, Seinde, | Whyte,

Punjab, and Delhi Banls Corpo-
ration.
Mackillop, Stewart and Co.
Mackinnon, Mackenzic and Co.
Mackenzic, Lyall and Co.
+ Mackey and Co.
 Mackay, R. Brown -andCo.

Thomas, R. and Co.
Parner, Morrison and Co.

Toulmin, L. W. and Co.

Watson, T. 0. and Co.

G. A., Agent, Chartered -

Bank of India.
Whitney Brothers and Co,
Wisoman, Snead and Co.
Weskins, C.

Yule, Andrew and Co.

MOFUSSIL MEMBERS.

Techer, Wim.—Gowhatty, Assam.

Cope, H. and Co.—Uniritsur.

Devorell, H.—Ackergunge.

Ciale, Jolm—Pundonl,

Hawilton Brown & Co—dirza-
pore.

Hay, T. 0. and Co.—Alyah,
Howard Brothers,—Mirzapore.
Kenuy, Thomas—Sulgamoodicah.
Todd, Findlay & Co—Dloubmein.

A




RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF TIE

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

First...

- That the Socicty shall be styled
CuaMDER oF CoMMERCE.”
Second ...... That the object of the Cl
watch over and protect the
of Commerce ;

“ Tur Benaar,

amber shall be to
general interests
to collect information on all
mattf:rs of interest to the Mereantile, Com-
munity ; to use every means within jts power
for the removal of ovils, the redress of griev.

ances, and the promotion of ool ;
to communicate with authorities and indivi-
dual parties thereupon ; to form o code of
Practice whereby the trans
may be simplified and facil;

tated ; to recci
a eceive
references ; :

e zmc! to arbitrate bobween disputants,
1 decisions in such referoncey being recorded
for future guidance,

Third ...... That it being 1
vind That it being highly desirable not, to recognize

any principle of éxclusion
ed or interested iy, the Com:
:iriBi'nga], shall wpon payment of the Sub-
R p on and on signature of the Rules and
cgulations, he admissible ag Members in the
manner hereinaftey described,
- That Candidate A

s:zl(; ’iinzld;d.ztcs for admission, proposed and
sjonalle a;);\IMemhers, may be admitted provi-

y embers by the Committee, sub-

Ject to confingy
Meeting, nation at the nex Gencral

all persons engag-
merce or Shipping

Fourth,....

the common good .

action of business |

1
B
|
{

xev

Fifth ...... The voting by proxy, or by Members whose
Subseriptions are in arrcars, be not allowed:

Séath ...... That the Chamber reserves to itself the right of
expelling any of its Members; such expul-
sion to be decided by " the votes of three-
fourths of the Members of the Chamber.

Seventh...... That any number of Members present shall be
Tield to constitute a General Meeting, called
in conformity with the Rules of the Chamber
for the despatch of ordinary business; but
that no change in the Rules of the Socicty
can he considered except ab a General Meet-
ing at which the majority of the Members of
the Chamber shall be present.

Eighth .... That the Subscription for individual Members
of the Chamber be 10 Rupees per mensem,
while those alone carrying on business under
any’ style or firm do pay 16 Rupees per

© mensem.
That the Subscription for Mofussil Members bo
two Gold Mohurs or 32 Rupees per annum.

Nénh ...... That the business and funds of the Chamber
shall be managed by a Committee of seven
Members, consisting of a President and Viee-
President and five Members, to be clected
annually at o General Mecting of the Cham-
ber in the month of May ;'the President, or,
in his absence, tho Vice-President being ex-
officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Viee-President,
the Committee to elect its own Chairman.
Four to form a quorum ; the Chairman, in
cases of equality, having the easting vote.




xevi

+ That the Committee shall meet on such day
of every week as it may fix as most con-
venient, for the purpose of transacting such
usiness as may come within the limits of the
objects of the Chamber, and that its proceed-
ings be laid on the tablé open to the inspeetion
of Members, subject to such Regulations as
the Committee may deem expcdiénb.

Eleventh..... All annual clections of President, Vice-Presi-

dent, and Members of the Commitbee shall be

determined by a majority of votes of Members,
sueh votes leing given in voting cards to he
issued numbered and signed by the Secretary :
and no voting card shall be received for such
purpose unless so authenticated : and all va-
cancics created by the absence of the Presi-
dent, Vice-President, or any of the Members-
from the Prcsidency for two months, or by
departure for Turope, or by death, shall be
forthwith filled up, and the election determin-
od by votes of Members to he taken as above

in voting cards and declared Dy the Com-
mittee.

Tenth ..

Twelfil ... That the Seeretary he clected by the Com
. mittee ; such eleetion to he subje‘cb to confir-
mation at the next ensuing General Meeting.
That the General Meetings of the Chamber he
held from time to time as the Committeo for
t}m %mw heing may deem necessary.  That a
Special General Mecting shall be ealled by
the 'Presidcnlt, or, in his absence, by the Vice
Px’esulcnb,‘ or' by his order on the requisition
of any five firms, Members of the Chamber,

Thirteenth,

xevii

to be held within five days subsequent to the.
receipt of such requisition,

Fourteenth... That all Proceedings of the Ct ittee he sub- -

Jject to approval or otherwise of General Meet-

ings duly convened.

That strangers visiting the Presidency may be

introduced as Honorary Members for two

montbs by any Member of the Chamber in-
serting their names in a book to be kept for
that purpose.

Siatecnth. .. That the Committee be empowered to make
Bye-laws which shall not be of any force
until approved of by-a General Meeting.

Seventeenth. That an Annual Report of the Proceedings be
prepared : and, after being approved of at a
General Meeting, printed and cireulated.

Tighteenth... That the above Rules be added to or altered
only by a majority of Members of the Cham-

. ber.

Nineteenth... That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an
authenticated copy, subscribed by each Mem-
Der on admission, be kept as part of the re-
cords of the Chamber. That printed copies be
forwarded to Members of the Chamber, to the
Secretary to Government, and to such other
partics or authorities as it may be desirable
to make acquainted with the objects and
Rules of the Association.

Fifteentl...

* CONES AND CO., NO. 23, LOLL BAZAB.
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