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Proceedings of « General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce held on Saturday, the
3rd December 1864.

The Hon'ble Joux N. Buruny, President, in
the Chair.

The Chairman informed the Meeting that they
had been called together to reccive the Com-
mittec’s Report of Proceedings for the six months
ended 31st October 1864, and for the consider-
ation of any other matters that members might
wish the Chamber to take up.

He would first of all call upon the Secretary
to read the Report, and then address the Meeting
upon some points in which he helieved all were
more or less interested.

The Report having been read, the Chairman
said that many subjects besides those to which
allusion was made in the Report had hbeen
under consideration of the Committee during
the half-year, and papers connected therewith
would be found in the Appendix o the Report
when published for the use of members. With
reference to-one of the subjects mentioned in the
report, that of wet-docks, he was glad to say that
from information which had reached him there
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seemed reason to hope that Government were atb

A the trade had outgrown the capabilities of the
length awakening to the necessity of making such

port. Last September the most dangerous month
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provision for the rapidly increasing trade of the
port. e understood that a Committee was
about to he appointed to decide on the most suit-
able site for their construction. Te had heard
that in some quarters there was a desire to com-
bine with this wet-dock project a scheme for
bridging the IJooghly ; the docks to he con-
structed on the Howrah side of the river, and com-
munication with them to be maintained by a
bridge over the river at a high level abreast of
the Mint. ITe hoped however there was no good
foundation for such report, for in the first place
he should have thought the late cyclone had
demonstrated the great danger to which a hridge
within range of the shipping would he exposed ;
and secondly hecause, whether they were con-
structed to the north or south of the town, the
Caleutta side of the river was the proper side for
docks to accommodate the trade of Caleutta. e
felt certain that in practice it would be found as
impracticable to divert the trade of the Tooghly
from the Caleutta side of the river as it had been
found to divert the trade of the Merscy from
Liverpool to Birkenhead. It was certain how-
ever that something must be done at once
to provide additional accommodation for the ship-
ping, or it would he found that in {his respect

in the whole year for vessels to be in the stream,
upwards of thirty vessels were compelled to re-
main there, no accommodation being available for
them in the moorings. In fact there was moor-
ing accommodation for only 174 vessels, and not
unfrequently there were over 200 vessels in the
port, and it appeared doubtful whether more
moorings could be laid except at places incon-
veniently distant from the town. If that wasthe
case this year they might e sure the difficulty of
providing saf¢ accommodation would be greater
next year, and greater still in the year {ollowing,
for nothing was more certain than that if the
calamity of a war with a great maritime power
was escaped, the external commerce of this coun-
try would year by year become larger. IIe had
had the curiosity to exiract from that valuable
publication Bonnaud’sCommercial Annual, a state-
ment of the number and tonnage of vessels, which
had arrived at and sailed from the port during
last year (1863-64) as compared with 5 and 10
years ago, and the increase both in number and
average tonnage was very remarkable. In 1853-54
the arrivals and departures were 1,732 of an
aggregate tonnage of 827,924, giving an average
of 477 tons. Tn 1858-59 the number had in-
creased to 2,153 of an aggregate tonnage of
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1,351,710, giving.an average of 628 tons, whilst
during last year the arivals and departures had
further increased to 2,655 of an aggregate tonnage
of 1,799,268, giving an average of 674 -tons.
He saw no reason to doubt that this ratio of
increase would continue, but Le confessed he fore-
saw great difficulty in accommodating all the ship-
ping unless wet-docks were constructed. Jettics or
wharf walls, alongside of which vessels could lie
and discharge their cargoes with greater rapi-
dity, would no doubt to some extent afford relicf,
but up to the present time they seemed as dis-
tant as ever from the actual realisation of any
improvements of that kind. ITe (the Chairman)
feared that in this country all were foo much
disposed to expect Government to do everything
for them. Most of those he was addressing had
their time fully occupied with their own business,
and had consequently little inclination to at-
tend to much else; and thus, for want of cner-
getic and persistent agitation on the part of
those most interested, improvements failed to he
carried out. Government on the other hand,
though professing a desire to encourage private
enterprise, and at heart perhaps sincerely desirous
of doing so, were yet apt to propose unreasonable
conditions or to refuse reasonable concessions,
which resulted in disgusting * projectors alto-
gether.  Some Dlight of this kind appeared to

5
have fallen on the scheme for wet-docks Lo which

allusion was made in the Committec’s. report.

There was a scheme the bona-fides of which

was guaranteed by the names of such men as

Mackinlay amongst the projectors, and of Brereton
and Purdon as its engineers : yet although sub-

mitted months ago to the Government, and

although the projectors were willing to leave the

question of site—which was really the only point
on which there could be much doubt—to the de-
cision of Government, their Agent, Mr. Prestage,

had up to this time received no reply. This ques-
tion of wet-docks had been . before the Go-
vernment off and on for the last 20 years:
he hoped that the appointment of the Com-
mittee to which he had alluded might be
taken as an indication that they intended now
to act. TFar too much time had already been
lost. ’ )

Ie (the Chairman) had instanced the great in-
crease which had taken place in the arrivals and
departures during the last ten years in proof of
the great increase, which during that period had
taken place in the trade: but there was another
test which could be applied, and that was the ex-
tent and value of imports and exports during the
same period.  Quoting from the same publication
towhich he had alveady referred, he found that the
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value of the trade had more than doubled itself iy
the last ten years. The figures stood thus—
Merchandize. Treasure. Total.

1853-5¢ Tmports.  5,58,98,251 2,12,90,787 7,71,89,038

» Exports. 10,67,70,907 74,83,758 11,42,04,665

Total ...... 16,26,69,158 2,87,24,545 19,18,93,708

1863-6+ Tnports, 11,08,63,281 5,51,99,333 16,60,62,614
»  Exports. 20,04,69,119 2,97,93,166 23,92,62,285

Total ...... 32,03,32,400 8,49,92,499 40,53,24,899

These figures being based on the Custom House
valuations for duty, some of which were fived
tarff) and others ad-valorem rates, would not be
absolutely accwrate, but they were sufficiently
nearly so for purposes of comparison between the
two periods.  The import which shewed the
laxgest increase was of course cotton manufactures.
Owing to the Jamentable war in America the
great expansion which had heen going on in the
first half of the last ten years had received a great
check, but this could he only temporary, and
he (the Chairman) had no doubt \\'hatcv:zr that
whenever prices reverted more nealy to a
normal level this trade would again  take
a prodigious start. Taking those cotton goods
only which were entered by the picee, which how-
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ever would include the great bulk of the plain
cottons imported, and would be a fair sample of the
whole trade, he found that the imports in 1853-54
were 65,71,934 pieces, in 1859-60 they had risen
to0 1,80,35,299 pieces, whilst last year from the
causes he had adverted to they had again fallen
to 1,02,71,857. But there was another article
which would illustrate still more forcibly the re-
markable growth of our import trade during the
last ten years, the article of Cheshire, or, as it was
more commonly called here, Liverpool, salt. The
trade in this article was not yet 20 years old, yet
in spite of vexatious revenue regulations, of
excessive stamp duties, and fines for wastage over
which the bonder could exercise no control, the
trade had grown from 14,647 tons in 1853-54, to
157,330 tons in 1863-64 ; and he believed that in
the course of afew years the supply of Cheshire
salt alone would be sufficient for the consumption
of the whole of Bengal.

There was not time to analyse at greater
length the increase in the import trade, and
he (the Chairman) would make only one or
two brief remarks regarding the export trade.
He would illustrate the growth of this trade
by the statistics of two ~or three of the more
important articles. Taking first the article of
jute, the export in 1853-54 was 484,440 cwt.,
in 1863-64 it was 20,66,474 cwt.,—an incrcase
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of over 300 per cent. Of rice the export in
1853-54 was 1,60,633 tons, in 1863-64 it was
500,240 tons,—an increase of over 200 per cent.
Of linseed the export in 1853-54 was 720,420
cwt., in 1863-64 it had risen to 24,13,059,—an in-
crease of nearly 250 per cent. Raw cotton, which
was an article of considerable trade in 1863-64,
when the export was 1,46,340 ewt., had in 1858-59
dwindled down to 1,900 ewt. Last ycar it had
again increased to 4,56,180 cwt., and during the
present year, if anything like present prices
were maintained, the export would no doubt
be much larger. Scarcely more remarkable than
the increase which had taken place in the ex-
port of the trade was the great increase which
had  contemporancously taken place in prices,
and which, in spite of temporary fluctuations,
appeared to have attained a certain per-
manence. Take for instance the three articles he
had already alluded to—jute, vice, and linseed.
In 1853-54 the prices of jute of good quality
ranged from Rs. 12 to 14 per bale. Although
the market is said to be depressed and prices are in
fact a good deal lower than during the last 18
months, the same quality is now worth Rs. 16 to 18
per bale. Rice, which in 1853-54 sold at from
Re. 1-4 to 2-4 per maund, now usually ranges from
Rs. 2-4 to 3-8 per maund. Linseed which ton years
ago sold at Rs. 2-4 (o 2-8 per maund now sells
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at Rs. 3-8 to 4 and so on. Another remarkable
circumstance was the enormous development of
the export trade to Bombay during the last year,
principally in rice and other pulses and in jute :
the first of course owing to the displacement of
tood crops in that Presidency by cotton, and he
was afraid he must add also to partial failure of
the grain cropsin some of the districts ; and the
sccond to the demand for bagging and rope
for packing cotton. At that moment there were
68 vessels loading for Bombay. This large export
had no doubt appreciably influenced the prices
of rice and jute on this side of India, and in this
way the ryot of Bengal, though growing no
cotton for export himself, had indireetly henefitted
Dby the high prices of cotton in the markets of the
world. ITe (the Chairman) would not however
enlarge on these subjects. He would only further
state his opinion that, in spite of periods of
temporary  depression, he helieved that the
trade of this country, with its fertile soil and
money-loving if  not labor-loving population,
would go on increasing, and that year by year
the capabilities of the port to accommodate if:
would be taxed more and more severely.

: I:Ie would now pass on to another subject alluded
to in the Report on which he also wished to s
a few words, viz. the gold currency. It scem
scarcely likely that when sovereigns were worth

vy
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as an article ‘of merchandise more than ten ru-
pees, parties should be found willing to pay
them away as currency at that rate, yet that was
what had actually been done to some considerable
extent during the last week. Ie believed the
explanation of this was that the Government
notification of the previous Saturday had been
understood to mean, by the native dealers who
were in the habit of buying sovereigns, that Go-
vernment would in future supply those coins at
ten rupees. In consequence the price which
before the appearance of that notification stood
at Rs. 10-1-6 or thereabouts at once fell to Rs. 10,
and Banks and others who had sovereigns to dis-
pose of finding they could not obtain more than that
price for them in open market, paid them in to the
office of issue in exchange for notes. This might
continue for some little time, but the ultimate
effect would be to discourage rather than to cn-
courage the importation of sovercigns, as bankers
and others would be likely to cancel standing
instructions for remittance in that coin, it was
worthy however of remark that at the present
price of standard gold, Rs. 14-9 per tolah, a coin
identical in weight and fineness with the English
sovereign could be struck off at the Mint at a cost
of only a small fraction above Rs. 10-1, allowing a,
seignorage of 1 per cent. ; but as the actual cost
of coining gold was he believed only about I per

11

cent., an Indian sovereign could at this moment be
coined at the required cost of ten rupees. This
measure had not however yet been sanctioned by
the Home Government.

Thers was one more subject to which he
would allude, on which he had been favored
with particulars by a gentleman whose position
enabled him to give them with greater ac-
ciracy than was possessed by any other person
in Calcutta ; he alluded to the effects of the
late cyclone on the shipping at that time in the
port. His friend Mr. Ross, the agent for Lloyds,
had furnished himwith the following particulars :—
There were in the port on the morning of the
5th October........ouveeviiiiiinin. ... 195 vessels.
Of these cscaped without damage 23
Of wrecks total or constructive,

there were........oovviiii 36
Vessels severcly damaged . 97
Slightly damaged 39

195 vessels.
He (the Chairman) thought these figures illus-
trated very forcibly the destructive effects of the
late gale.

In connection with that subject he might
mention that the Lieutenant-Governor had im-
mediately on his return from Darjeeling nomi-
nated a Committee to report on the moorings of
the port, and the expediency of substituting

i
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serew moorings for the anchor moorings hereto-
fore in use, from which as they were aware vessels
had been swept away during the gale; of that
Committee he had had the honor of being no-
minated President, and he might take that op-
portunity of stating that, although the enquiry
was not yet concluded, suflicient evidence had been
adduced hefore the Committee to induce them
unanimously to agree on a preliminary report,
recommending that an immediate requisition for
serew moorings for 100 vessels of the heaviest
class should be sent to England, and from the faci-
lity with which these could be laid down he
hoped they would be available for vessels before
the next freshes.

He had now in conclusion only to move the
adoption of the report. He was happy to say
that the funds of the Chamber continued in
a prosperous state, and that the number of mem-
bers was maintained at its maximum strength.
The Chamber had still to regret the absence from
its ranks of those influential firms who receded
last year on a question into which he feared
that personal feelings had unfortunately heen
imported ; but he was not without hope that
at no distant time they would agree to let by~
gones be by-gones and r¢join the Chambor. Ir
Chambers of Commerce were of use any where,
surely it was in India where there  were so

e
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s few organisations through which public opinion
could be represented, and where the tendency
|appeared to be to diminish the small number

which actually existed, as witness the bill now
before the Legislative Council of the Governor
General to abolish the Grand Jury in the Presi-
dency towns. It was therefore a great misfortune
that those who were so well capable of assisting by
their Counsel, and adding weight to the opinions
of the Chamber by the fact of their membership,
should hold aloof from it, and he hoped that
ultimately thesc considerations would outweigh
personal feelings and induce the firms in question
to rejoin the Chamber.

The adoption of the Report was seconded by
Mr. Kilburn, and wnanimously agreed to.

The conditional election by the Committee of
the following members was confirmed :—

Messrs. R. Brown Mackay and Co.,

5 W.N. Watson and Co.,
,,  Barton, Baynes and Co., and

Mr. R. W. C. Merington, Manager of the
Scinde, Punjaub, and Delhi Bank Corporation.

Mr. Schiller then addressed the Meeting and
said :—

Mr. Presipext axp Gew N,

The present Mecting fairly illustrates the inter-
est which our mercantile community takes in its
own aflairs, and T cordially agree in all that the
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President has said on the subject of European
apathy in this country ; I likewise hope with him
that the docks alluded to may eventually be con-
structed, but it strikes me that had owr predeces-
sors done their duty towards us we should have
no oceasion to ery out now when we begin to feel
hurt. Now, gentlemen, docks are excellent faci-
lities, but they cannot be made in one day or in
one year. They will cost millions of money, and
besides that we cannot wait for them ; what we
want is immediate relief, and that relief you have
at your own doors within your grasp.

Port Canning is in existence, and connected
by railway with the Metropolis, and, whatever
your individual opinions may have been when the
Mutlah was first brought to notice, there can be no
doubt now of its being wanted, nor that it contains
all the clements of a magnificent port with safe
and easy access to and from the Sea.

I therefore hope you will no longer hesitate in
putting your shoulders to the wheel, and thus
obtain by united efforts advantages which never
can be secured otherwise. I have been fighting
t‘he question of opening the Mutlah as an auxic:
liary to Caleutta almost single-handed for the
last ten years, and 1 am tired of seeing a question
affecting the whole trade of the country degraded
to the position which certain gentlemen con;ected
with the Government of this country have been
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trying to give toit. Now, Gentlemen, I emphati-
cally protest against these insinuations; I deny that
the Mutlah scheme was started by my firm as a
speculation caleulated to bencfit no one but our-
selves ; and I afirm that all of you, individually
and collectively, have a deep interest in it, and that
every man trading with Calcutta will more or less
benefit by it. I disclaim being father to this
child which was conceived and brought forth under
the enlightened administration of a Dalhousie, and
I disclaim that the Mutlah was planned to rival
or supersede Caleutta. I maintain that the trade
of Bengal has long out-grown the capabilities of
Calcutta, and that it wants a second outlet, and
I am confident that 20 years hence instead of hav-
ing one wretched port like Caleutta you will have
two magnificent ones worthy of the power that
sways this country.

To prove that Port Canning is not the scheme
of Borradaile and Co., got up for their sole special
Denefit, I hold in my hand this petition signed by
fifty-nine firms representing the majority of the
Commercial interests of this province. I hope that
our worthy President and those members of
the Chamber who have felt some reluctance
in signing this document will now change their
minds, and by putting their names to it enable
me to prove to Government that there is at least
one question affecting our - interests in which
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there is something like wnanimity amongst the
community.

Mr. E. D. Kilbwn said :—

1 beg to confirm what Mr. Schiller has stated,
T have taken much interest in the Mutlah from
its commencement, and having loaded 5 ships to
test the capabilities of the port, T can practically
speak to its advantages. I may mention that one
of the ships so loaded was twice brought up the
river by the Captain, without pilot. Although
to the advantage of the ship, I could not expect

the Captain to subject himself to much personal

. discomfort with Port Canning in its unfinished

state. Tam of opinion we should now
Government to do those works which are beyond
the province of private enterprize. In this country,
aid by the Government is necessary.  We m'(;
indebted to the Hon. T, T. Company for the de-
velopment of the indigo, silk, saltpetre trades
and other branches of industry.  With the favora-
ble opinion of Lord Dalhousie, the Lieut.-Gover-
nors, and those practically able to speak of the ad-
vantages of the Mutlah, T am at
why the suggestions should not re
The Chairman remarked that the Committee
when addressing the Government on he subject of
the Mutlah last August had written .
as they felt justified in doing in v
ences of opinion which cxi:tod a

ask the

a loss to know
ceive support.

as sirongly
1ew of the differ-
mongst membery
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of the Chamber in regard to that port; speaking
for himself only he was ready to admit that his
opinion of the expediency of an auxiliary port
at the Mutlah had undergone some change since
the late cyclone ; and he was now disposed to look
more favorably on that scheme than he was a fow
months ago. The gentlemen more particularly in-
terested in the project had, however, by getting
up a petition to the Vieeroy independently of the
Chamber, taken the matter for the present out of
the Committee’s hands.

Mr. Schiller again rose and said :—

I should be soiry indeed if you were to think
that my acts have in any way been caleulated to
depreciate the authority of the Chamber. What
I have dorie T have done with the sole view
of giving additional weight to your reprosenta-
tion by adding namos of gentlemen who are not
connected with the Chamber.

Mr. HL.H. Murdoch suggested that the Committec
should be requested to call the attention of Go-
vernment, either through the ITome Sceretary or
the Tead of the Military Department, to the very
inefficient and incomplete vature of the meteorolo-
gical observations at the sp-called Caleutta Obser-
vatory, which had been foreibly called to his atten-
tion by the total absence of all waming of
the approach of the late cyclone, and the very
meagre remarks—obviously afterthoughts of the

¢
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Baboo in charge of the Observatory—published
(a week after the event) in the public papers. Tven
from these it appeared that the Barometer the
evening before the storm was in an abnormal
state and shewed perturbations which to an ex-
perienced observer, with intelligence to direct and
energy to act, would have given ample opportunity
to convey warning to the shipping in the river,
sufficient to have obviated much, if not the greater
portion, of the damage sustained.

Hebelicved that Government had years ago pro-
vided the means of recording the required obser-
vations, but that unfortunately no duly qualified
European had been placed in charge of them.
The Observatory was nominally under charge of
the Engincering Department which was already
overworked, and that the duties had consequently
devolved upon men wholly unfitted to fulfil them.

The law of storms is now gradually becoming
understood, and in Europe a thoroughly organised
system was in force by which the observations at
one place were regularly transinitted by telegram
to a'll the principal ports in the kingdom, and as
wein India are in possession of a telegraph to
nearly all the great commercial centres, he saw no
reason why we should be hehind the mother coun-
.try. He considered that Caleutta should bo placed
in telegraphic communication with Saugor, Alyah
Madras, Bombay, &e., and that the approach of an):
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great atmospheric disturbance from any of these
quarters should he at once notified fo the ship-
ping in the river by the system of Fitzroy Storm
Signals inuse at home: to do this howeverit would
be necessary that the Observatory here and at the
central points indicated should be placed under
the charge of parties duly qualified and specially
appointed for the purpose, and not left as at present
o the carc of a mere recording clerk, whose
meagre observations, which, meagre as they were,
would have been significant to a competent party,
are not made public until long after they have
ceased to be of any practical henefit.

Mr. Murdech was of opinion that the expense
of such an establishment, however great, should
not be allowed to weigh against its obvious ne-
cessity, but that even the expense would be im-
material compared with the absolute saving to
property which the reform he supported would
oceasion.  Ie therefore suggested—

1. The adoption of measures for improvement
of the present Observatory, by placing it under
proper superintendence and in telegraphic com-
munieation with the Fort, so that anticipated
changes of the weathor may be quickly made
public.

2. The adoption of storm signals for informa-
tion of shipping.

3. The establishment of an Obgervatory at
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Saugor and two or three commercial centres, with
Barometer, Thermometer and self-recording Ane-
mometer, With competent persons in charge to
telegraph hourly information to the Observatory
here.

The Chairman promised that the subject should
receive the consideration of the Committee. e
believed however that in this instance no such
warning was given by the Barometer as indicated
the approach of so furious a gale; at any rate

not in sufficient time to have been practically of

service. Ile might however mention that one
of the subjects referred to the Committee on
moorings was the practicability of substituting
serew beacons for the channel buoys now in use,
and lighthouses on screw piles for the floating
light vessels. Lighthouses constructed on this
principle had existed for some years in  most
exposed parts of the English coast, and had sus-
tained no material injury in the heaviest storms.
There seemed cousequently no reason why they
should not succeed equally well here, and, if 50,
it would be a vast improvement on {he floating
light vessels which could never be caleulated on
to rotain their exact positions in heavy weather.
Tt would moreover render it possible to aintain
direct telegraphic communication with the outer-
light by means of a submarine cable 5 this would
ab all times be of great convenience in cnabling
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communication to be held with shipping, and on the
approach of bad weather it would give Calcutta
at least twelve hours’ notice which would afford
sufficiont time for useful precautions to be taken
amongst the shipping and on shore.

The officc of Vice-President having become
vacant by the departure of Mr. Egliuto‘n for Bu-
rope, the voting cards which had been issued and
returned for the election of a successor were sub-
mitted 1o the Mocting with an abstract of votes,
the majority of which were in favour of Mr.
James Rome, and that gentleman was accordingly
clected.

H. W. 1. WOOD,
Secretary.

5" Mr. F. A. Goodenough was subsequently clected member
of the Committeo to complete the number.




BENGAT, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Rerort or THE COMMITIEE FOR THE HALF-YEAR

pxprp 31sr Ocroper 1864.

EXPORT DUTY ON SALTPETRE.
APPENDIX A.

On receipt of reports of the debate in the
Touse of Commons on Indian Accounts, in
the course of which Sir Charles Wood stated
that o despatch to the Governor-General in
Council on-the subject of the saltpetre duties
had that day (21st July) passed the Home
Council, the Committee addressed the Government
of India praying to be informed at the carliest
possible date of the decision which they might come
to on this subject. To that letter no reply has
been received, and it is to be presumed that the
question has not yet been disposed of by the Go-
vernment. It is affirmed with great confidence by

" well informed parties in England that the convert-

od or artificial nitre produced by a combination
of nitrate of soda and muriate of potass can be
produced at a cost not excecding 30s. per ewt. 5
and by improvements in the conversion it is ex-




24

peeted to be produced still cheaper. Prosuming
this to be correct, it would scem nceess ry le:
the whole of the duty imposed in 1858 shéuld be
removed, inasmuch as it is believed saltpetre can-
not be profitably produced to sell in Calcutta i
dor seven rupces per maund, a price which at or-
dinary freight and exchange represents a cost in
the English markets of 34s. to 35s. per cwt.
As however the introduction of the Tinglish
system of making an annual budget sfatcnalent
may be understood to give a cortain fixity to the
arangements  announced  therein, it ‘may be
?01151dc1-ed inexpedient to make any chance dur-
ing the cwrrent finaneial year : but in th:t case
it will be the duty of the Chambor to subinit such
‘1'ep.1'escuta.ti0ns to the Government, as may induce
Wi o iy g o o
a > toa large reduction in or

repeal of the existing duty.

STAMPS ON BILLS OF SALE FOR TRANSFER OF
SHIP PROPERTY IN CALCUTTA,

APPENDIX B.

Under Article XXTIT of Schedule A. of Act X
of 1862, Stamp duties are required by f:hc Rorri“'
tx:m‘ of shipping of this port to he i‘lnpres%c‘do .
]{1]15 of sale of ships, as if such instrumenté W O‘"
]15}1)]0 to the same stamp as an ordinary conve e
of other property of the same value, e
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Such documents are not included in the exemp-
tions allowed by the local Act ; but it is provided
in Scetion 1X, Cap. CIV: 17 and 18 Victoria,
commonly called the Merchant Shipping Act,
that all instruments used in carrying nlo effect
the second part of this Act (of which a bill of sule
4s onc) if not already cwempt from duty, shall be
exempt from stamp duty.

Section XVIT of the same Act provides that
“the second part of the Act shall apply to the
whole of ITer Majesty’s Dominions, power being
reserved, under Section DXLVIL to the Legis-
Iature of British Possessions abroad, by any Act oi
Ordinance confirmed by Her Majesty in Council,
to vepeal wholly or in part any provisions of the
Act relative to ships registered in such posses-
sions.” But it did not appear to the Committee
that the power so reserved had been exercised by
the Government of India in its Legislative capa-
city, so as to deprive British merchant shipping of

" the privilege which it enjoys, under the Tmperial

Act, of transfer by bills of sale free from stamp
duty ; and they submitted to the Governor Ge-
neral in Council that the levy of stamp duty
on such bills of sale was in contravention of {he
Tmperial Act, requesting—if the law was found
to be as stated by them—a refund of the duties

that had been levied.
n
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STAMPS ON BONDS FOR CUSTOMS DUTY OoN
IMPORTED MERCHANDISE.

APPENDIX C.

The subject just noticed was shortly afterwards
followed up by a vepresentation regarding another
provision of the local Stamp Act, which applies
to bonds required by Government, for payment of
duty on warehoused goods.

The Customs Consolidation Act of 1853 pro-
vides a variety of forms of hond adapted to the va-
Tious requirements of trade a home, and the stamp
duties on those instruments range {rom & minimunt
of one shilling and three pence to a maxinum of
Sive shallings ; rut the local Act admits no stamp of
Iess value than four rupecs, or more than six times
the English minimum, while the maximum  of
Indian duty frequently exceeds 200 rupees, or 80
times the maximum charged at home.

Your Committee submitted that these duties
were a heavy addition to the charges with which
nearly all imported goods were weighted, that they
pressed with peculiar severity upon importations of
salt, and that with regard to this article, which is
subject to so enormous a duty, the stamp on honds
for securing that duty was folt as the greatest
hardship : and this was exemplified by instancing
an ordinary cargo of 35,000 maunds, worth about
14,000 rupecs, the duty on which at three »

upees
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four annas per l]\:’bll.lld would amount toRs. 11 3,7:'70,
the’stamp on bond for payment of Lh:‘LL duty heing
300 rupees.  If the salt is retained in bond more
ihan three years, or il sold in bond, a fresh bond
of similar value is required.  The stamp duty
is thus more than 2 per cent. on the value .of
the salt in bond, and 6 per cent. on the value of its
first cost in England. i
Your Committee urged that as the system of
bonding was favorable to an incrc:\sod‘dev(%lop-
ment of the import trade of Caleutta, which yield-
ed a large proportion of the general revenue of
the country, all restraints which tended to check
its expansion should be removed, and that Lh‘o
present stamps on Customs Bonds should be assi-
milated to the rates levied in Fngland, and that in
no case should the duty exceed five rupees.
No answer has been received to these references.

THE STAMP OFFICE.
APPERDIX D.

With the view to decrease as far as possible
payments in cash at the Stamp Office, and thereby
1‘e]‘ieve that department of considerable amount
of work and avoid delay and inconvenience {o
merchants, tradesmen, and others, it was proposed
by the Government of India in the Financial De-
partment that, as the bulk of such payments was
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made by established firms who would naturally
prefer having a floating account with the Collec-
tor, to be settled periodically, instead of paying
in cash for every transaction, deposits should L¥
made by them at the Stamp Oftice, against which
stamps would be issued as required by depositors
to the amount of the security lodged by them.
The suggestion was referred to your Committee,
who replied they had no doubt many firms would
avail themselves of the privilege if the proposed
arrangement were made generally known : but they
were opposed to doing away with cash receipts
altogether at the Stamp Office, and to the necessity
for every applicant for a stamp or stamps, for how-
eversmall an amount, having firstto pay the amount
to the Bank of Bengal and then present tho
Bank's receipt at the Stamp Office : for however
convenient such a system might be to the Stamp
Office it would be extremely inconvenient to the
public, who would at a great loss of time have to
attend at two offices instead of one,
PROPOSED ADDITIONAL MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN
CALCUTTA AND BURMAH & THE STRAITS.
APPENDIX E.
The British India Steam Navigation Company in
March last submitted for the consideration of Go-

w
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vernment a proposal for an additional mail service
between Caleutta, Rangoon,” Moulmein, Penang,
and Singapore, which would give Caleutta weekly
‘communication with Burmah, and both Calcutla
and Burmah fortnightly communication with the
Straits. The proposition was based on the political
and commercial relations between the scat of
Supreme Government and Burmah having hecome
so much extended as to require more frequent op-
portunities of communication than at present exist,
and the rising trade between Burmah and the
Straits greater facilities than one steamer a month
affords.

The opinion of the Committee having been re-
quested as to the general and postal advantages—
more especially the latter—to be anticipated from
the “arrangement, they replied that the proposal
appeared well adapted to extend to those places
the general convenience of more frequent commu-
nication with Bengal, and the special advantage ol
conveying to Rangoon and Moulmein the mails
from Burope much earlicr than they can be trans-
mitted under existing arrangements. These were

strong recommendations in favour of the scheme;
but as it involved an annual loss to the State of
upwards of 40,000 rupees it'was for the Govern
ment to determine whether the general advan-
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tages of the additional mail serviee would compen-
sate for that drawback.

REDUCTION OF AFTER-PACKET POSTAGE.

APPENDIX T.

The Officiating  Director Gieneral of the Posi
Office having referred for the Committee’s opinion
a proposal to reduce the rate of postage on all
covers despatched by the after-packel, and to
charge on English instead of Indian weight, (as
an experimental measure for a fow months) that
officer was informed that the suggestion appeared
well calewlated to promote public convenience, and
that the temporary loss of revenue would, in all
plobmbxllty be more than recovered hereafter by
the increasing correspondence which the arrange-
ment was h]mly to encourage.

LANE'S TELEGRAM.
APPENDIX G.

Some members of the Chamber not being sub
seribers to this telegram, whilst several of the -
subseribers were not members of {he Chamber,
it was considered by the Committee inadvisable
that they should continue to control the manage-
ment of the subscription, holding no mthonl,
to do so from the hody of sub%n])mc They
therefore caused a civenlar to he addressed 1o the

e,
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subseribers, requesting them to nominate their owi
Commitice. This was done at a meeting held
on the 10th Augusi, since which date the con-
neetion of the Chamber, as a Chamber, with this
telegram has altogether ceased.

INCREASED TONNAGE FOR PILOTAGE CHARGE.
APPENDIX H.

The material changes that have been made of
late years in the construction and size of ships
having rendered it necessary that the various
grades of pilots should be permitted to take charge
of vessels of greater tonnage than their rank in
the service had hitherto entitled them to, the
Master Attendant proposed a higher scale of
pilotage charge, viz. Acting Mates from 350 to 450
tons; TFull Mates from 500 to 600 tons; and
Masters from 700 to 800 tons. Your Com-
mittee approved of this alteration, and the Go-
vermment of Bengal have sanctioned it.

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR LOADING AND UN:
LOADING SHIPS' CARGOES WITHOUT CHARGE
FOR CUSTOMS OFFICERS,

APPENDIX T,
Under Section 51 of the Consolidated Customs

Act, 15 working days, from date of entry, are

allowed a vessel of 600 tons for landing her in-

- ward cargo, and one day for every additional 50
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tons, without charge for the Customs Officer; and
similar provisions arc contained in Seetion 117
as to the export cargo.

Under these Sections, a ship of 1,000 tons re-
gister, but capable of carrying 1,500 tons, is al-
lowed 23 days for discharging her inward cargo,
and 23 days for loading her outward cargo. For
every day in- excess of these a charge of 5 Rs.
per diem is levied on account of the Customs
Officer on board, and this charge is often a heavy
item in a ship’s account, a variety of circumstances
frequently preventing the despatch of a vessel
within the regulated time.

The number of days allowed by the Act having
been represented to the Committee as generally
insufficiont, a reference was made to Govern-
ment with the Committec’s recommendation that
the time should be extended. They pointed out
that circumstances were very different from what
they were when the period was originally fixed by
Act XIV of 1836, and that an allowance of time
then sufficient is proved to be insufficient now by
the numerous instances in which demurrage is
charged to a ship. Tt wasalso submitted that the
sums so received as demurrage could be of Tittle jm-

portance to Government, while they

" Y pressed heavily
on ship owners, who are already burdened with so
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many charges in this cxpensive port; and that
as the preventive officer is placed on board not .for
the convenience of the ship but for the protection
of the rovenue, no charge should be made for his
attendance.

Under the sections referred to the Government
has the power to extend the time, and the Com-
mittee suggested that 20 working days he allowed
for the first 600 tons, and an additional day for
every 40 tons in excess, instead of 50 as ab pre-
sont, for discharging inward cargo, and the same
number of days for loading export cargoes.

The matter is under the Licutenant Governor’s
consideration.

WASTAGE OF SALT IN BOND,
APPENDIX J.

Representations having been made to the Com-
mittee of the hardship to which honders of Salt
in private golahs were subjected in being called
upon to pay duty on the quantity of salt honded
loss an allowance of 2} per cent. only for wastage,
cven when the wastage proved on delivery of the
salt to have been more considerable, the Com-
mittee addressed the Government of Bengal on
the subject, and the correspondence will be found
in Appendix J. The Committce cannot hut

congider that when the salt has heen stored'in a
£
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warchouse cortified by a responsible officer of
Government to be fit for the purpose, when it
has been conveyed from the ship to the golahs
in covered cargo boats securely closed, under
surveillance of peons of the Salt Department,
when the Salt Department not only has joint
custody of it with the bonder in the ware-
house, but also charges the bonder for watch-
ing it whilst in bond ; when in short the de-
partment has fenced itself round with all these
safeguards and precautions, it is most inequitable
that the bonder should be liable to be charged
with duty, on salt which has no existence, seven
times the value of the salt itself, merely because
the rate of wastage exceeds an arbitrary rate not
calculated to meet the varying conditions which
determine this wastage in many instances. The
Committee understand that the question has been
referred to a Committee by the Government of
Bengal, and it is to be hoped that on their re-

commendation a practice may soon be introduced

less caleulated to discowrage those who are in-

terested in a branch of trade of such growing

importance. °

CARELESS MANNER IN WHICH GOODS ARE
LANDED BY COOLIES.

Tl}e Board of Revenue in October last com-
municated to the Chamber an extract from the
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annual report of the Collector of Customs in
which le comments on the rough usage to
which goods are subjected whilst in course of
landing. That there is much foundation for the
Collector’s remarks cannot be denied. But so
long as no facilitics whatever are provided for
landing heavy goods, and the primitive method
of conveying them on coolies’ heads from lighters,
stranded frequently some distance from the shore,
{hrough two fect or more of mud and water, and
up a sloping muddy bank, has to be resorted to, it
is difficult to sce what certain remedy can be ap-
plicd. Nealy four years ago this subject was
brought under the notice of the Government of
Bengal in o memorandum submitted with the re-
port of the Customs Commission by the now
President of the Chamber, a member of that
Commission. e suggested the construction of
a wharf running parallel with the Custom House,
projecting as far as the erane jetty already existing,
and extending to the Bankshall bathing -ghat;
and, on the land thus reclaimed, the erection of a
shed parallel to the oxisting shed, provided with
cranes for landing goods on the wharf at all states
of the tide.

The Licutenant-Giovernor in acknowledging that
veport recorded an opinion that «if private entor-
prise failed to afford such facilities in a manner
wortliy of such aport as Caleutta the Government
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should do so.”  Up to this hour however not the
slightest additional facility has been given. The
strand bank, where goods in course of transit to
and from the shipping are almost of necossity de-
posited, is still in the rainy season frequently in
parts ankle decp in mud, and the same barbarous
system of conveying goods to and from the boats,
which has existed since Caleutta became a port,
has still to be resorted to.  The only real 1’01110(1):
for a system under which valuable merchandise ‘is
subjected to such risk of damage or destruction is
F];c construction of wet docks, or wharf walls, or
Jetties on which thenecessaryappliances for landing
packages of any weight, and placing them at oncz
under shelter, are largely made available.

THE MUTLAH.

APPENDIX K.
The Committee were in August last furnished
with copies of correspondence which had Iatel
taken place between the Munieipal Cummiasioncr):
of Camning Town and the Government, 01:
(‘onsid?mtiou of these papers, it appeared to yuiur
Committee that unless some modification of the
t'crms on which further public assistance was of.
fered to the municipality of the new {own Wi
conceded by. the Government, the projected port
c.ould never he called into existence, and the ]))ll:;
lie vevenues would have to hear for 99 ye P

as

ars the
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full weight of the gnaranteed infierest on the
railway capital, as without the port it was corlain
the line could not be made to pay working ex-
penses.  Sctting aside therefore Al quostions of
the original prudence of the undertaking, and all
arguments based on expressed or implied under-
takings by CGlovernment to construet the neeessary
public works, and placing the question on the lower
ground of expediency only, the Committee belicv-
ed that, the public interests being so largely com-
mitted to the success of the undertaking, it would
be far better now to venture a little more, and ad-
vance suflicient funds to complete such necessary
public works of drainage, &e., as would make the
now port a possibility, rather than jeopardise, by a
refusal of further aid except on unreasonable condi-
tions, the large amount of public money which is, so
to speak, sunk in the block of the railway. They
therefore addressed the Glovernment in that sense.
The correspondence appears in Appendix K. The
jommittee would add that though in placing the
matter hefore the Government they rested their
arguments mainly on the ground of expediency,
yet recent cvents have proved that the exis-
tence of an auxiliary port may he of the utmost
importance to the trade of Caleutta. Tt cannot he
doubted that had the port been in a more forward
slate many vessels arriving in ballast would have
preferred resorting to it, rather than have come
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up to Caleutta where the river has been so crowd-
ed that ships have for days been unable to get
within the limits of the port. Amongst other ad-
vantages appreciable relief might thus have been
given to the excessive charges which have lately
been current for lighterage, &c., charges which
press so heavily on bulky goods of comparatively
small value, such as constitute the great weight of
our exports, and which are likely to continue far
higher than is consistent with the interests of
the port, even when the present exceptional cir-
cumstances no longer exist.

RIVER TRUST.

The Committec rogret that they are not in a
position to give any additional information to
members of the Chamber on this important sub-
Jeet. It will he recollected that the original
proposition  brought wnder the consideration
of the Chamber in May 1863 was for a
“Board of Trust,” whose Jurisdiction  should
be confined to works of improvement of the
Strand and of the River Bank lying within the
limits of the port. Subsequently a mucl larger
scheme, which had received the approval of the
late Viceroy, was sent down to them by the Go-
vernment of Bengal.
constitution of a Boa;
undertake not only wor

This scheme proposed the
rd of Trust which should
ks of improvement within
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the limits of the port itself—such as j'otﬁes‘ docks,
warehouses, and tramways for comlec'tmg the same.
—Dbut should also be entrusted \f‘lfl\ the care 0'f
the moorings, lights, and pilotage of the Hooghl‘\,v,
in fact placing the whole river from .Cnlcuttn to
the Sandheads under their charge. This schem'e re-
ceived the full consideration of the late Committee
of the Chamber, was adopted by them, and a
series of suggestions submitted by request to the
Government of Bengal in December }:}sf-, as to
the best manner of carrying it out. .bm.ce that
time nothing has been heard of it, but}t is tc} be
presumed that, in accordance s\ith' the 'msh'uchons
of the Supreme Government contained in the Eziiter
of the Public Works Department, N'o.~ 2572 of
6th June 1863, published in the Appendix to the
Committee’s report for the half-year May to
October 1863, a bill constituting a trust on thi:se
principles will be brought into the Leg.lslatlve
Council of the Government of Bengal dwing the
present session.

WET DOCKS.
APPENDIX L.

In June last the Committee were favored
by M Fanklin Prestage, the Age.nt of thr;
Fastern Bengal Railway Company, with copy o
a letter which he had been entrusted to for\v:.nrd
to the Government of India from a Company which
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had been formed in London for the construction
of Wet Docks and Wharves at Caleutta. The
project embraced the construction of docks with a
water area of about 50 acres at Kidderpore, and of
river embankment and wharf from Chandpaul
Ghaut to Clive Street Ghaut. The Engincers were
Messrs.  Brereton  (Mr. Brunel’s  successor),
and Purdon. The contractors Messrs. Brassey
Wythes and Co. The estimated capital requived
was amillion sterling, and this the projectors
stated their ability to raise without a guarantec,
on Government agreeing to “permit the levy of
“ tolls in such manner at such rates, and under such
“ control as might e agreed upon, on all vessels
“entering the port and on all goods landed, such
“rates not to be disturbed until the Company was
“able to pay a dividend of 10 per cent., the Go-
“vernment then to have power to revise them, but
“ mot so as to reduce the dividend below 10 per
“cent., the tolls which it would he necessary to
« charge being however considerably less than the
“ expenses now incurred by merchants in landing
“their goods.” The Committce in an interview
which thc.y had with M. Prestage gave a gene-
ral adhesion to these conditions, with reservation
ho\vg‘cr as to the rate of 10 per cent. which they
considered too high. The Committee helieve
that no decision has yet heen come to by

the Government of Tndia. The question  of

1

wet docks and wharves is however daily hecom-
ing of more pressing importance, and unless a
Board of Trust is shortly constituted, into whose
hands the carrying out of such works is commit-
ted, it will be imperative on the Government to
take action in the matter.

.I\ PUBLICATION OF STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT
| PAPER ENFACED FOR PAYMENT OF INTEREST.

APPENDIX M.

The Gazette of 9th July contained the first
publication by Government of the amount of
their Promissory Notes enfaced for payment of
interest in London ; and at the Committee’s sug-
gestion this notification was supplemented by a

i statement, in a somewhat similar form, of the

amount of paper so enfaced advised by cach mail
from Caleutta, and of the amownt removed from
the London Register for retransfer to the Indian
Registers also advised by each mail.

These financial returns will no doubt prove ex-
tremely useful to all who are interested in the
negotiation of Government Securities.

GOLD CURRENCY.

The first step towards an attempted solution

!

i of this important question has been taken by the

announcement, which appeared in last Saturday’s
¥
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Glazette, that English and Australian sovereigns
of current weight would be received by Govern-
ment all over India in payment of dues, as the
cquivalent of Ten Rupees ; that they would also
be reccived by the Currency Commissioners at the
Presidency Towns in exchange for notes within
the limit fixed for a gold reserve by Act XIX
of 1861, and that these sovereigns would, to the
extent they had been received, be re-issued in
pagment of claims on the Government to any
one willing to receive them at the same rate of
Ten Rupees. Considering that, except during
, brief periods of extreme monetary pressure, th:
 sovereign has always been readily saleable in Cal-
. cutta above Ten Rupees and that it cannot be laid
¢ down from Australia under Rs. 10-2-9, nor from
England under Rs. 10-4-10, giving an exchange
respectively of 24-4d. and 2474 per mp:e
whilst bar silver at the exceptionally high cosé
of 5s. 2d. per ounce can still be laid dZ\vn at
v 243d. per rupee; it does not appear clear
what 'gmntcr inducement than before existed is
now given for the introduction of gold, nor how
sovercigns of full weight are to De kept in cireu-
]:lltmn at a rate below their relative value with
,:,-]llv.cr. 'The‘ certai.nty of a minimum price and of
heir being immediately available

- " as currcncy un-
der any cu‘cumstanccs, may how

ever in exeeption-

al states > exchanges i
cs of the exchanges encourage importations
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of sovereigns from Australia, and their greater por-
tability will no doubt at times cause them to be cm-
ployed in preference to silver in transmission from
place to place in India where specic remittances are
required to adjust the internal exchanges. The
importance of the announcement however consists
more in the admission of the principle of the ex-
pedieney of gold again forming part of the cur-
rency of the country ; and doubtless if the present
tentative measure is found in practice to be inoper-
ative, it will after a time be modified so as to
attain the desired object with the least possible dis-
turbance to existing relations between debtor and
creditor. -7
CUI\:TIVATION OF FLAX IN OUDH.
APPENDIX N.

The appendix contains correspondence between
the Chief Commissioner of Oudh and the Chamber
relative to the cultivation of flax in that district,
as well as the reply of the Belfust Indian Flux
Company to the Chamber’s reference of the Chief
Comumissioner’s letter.

In that letter it was suggested that it might be
worth while to send, next February, some one, ca-
pable of forming an opinion upon the subject, to
report upon flax cultivation in the country lying
beyond the river Gogre and its eapability of im-
provement.
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- The Committee thought however that it might
be safely assumed, even without any such report,
that lands susceptible of irrigation and with a
moderate climate—such as the Northern Provinces
of Oudh are favored with from October to March,—
are capable of producing flax of a quality well
adapted for manufacturing purposes when care is
taken in the seleetion of good seed, sown unmixed
with other erops and thick, so as to cause the plant,
to shoot up and preserve a wand-like form, freo
from lateral branches.

The question was whether, commercially, the
flax plant could be grown to a profit, that is
whether the retwrn from the same land with the
same amount of labor in growing and preparing
the crop would not be greater if the plant was
cultivated rolely for the seed, as is said now to he
the case, or in ceveals of some kind. This could,
no doubt, e satisfactorily determined by local
investigation, but the difficulty was felt in procur-
ing the services of some one who could be deputed
for such purpose.

Every new staple that could be added {o the
export trade of Bengal was indirectly an advan-
tage to every onc connected with it, and itis to
the interest of this Chamber to encourage cvery
such development.

The Commissioner’s letter was accordingly pub-
lished for general information, but no one has
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yet volunteered his services to make the suggested
inquiry and report.

COTTON CULTIVATION.
APPENDIX O.

Tn continuation of the series of interesting
papers on cotton cultivation in the North-West
Provinces, copies of which have from time to
time been supplied to members, a report, dated
24th October, on the state and prospect of the
crop for the present season, and full of valuable
information has been rceently received, and is
now available to members. The high prices
obtained dwing last season have cverywhere
groatly stimulated the cultivation and notith-
standing the scantiness of the rains the crop pro-
mised on the whole to De most productive. As
compared with the last season the area under cot-
ton is stated at 17,30,684 acres against 11,35,688
acres—an inereage of 52 per cent.; and the estimat-
ed yield ab 19,48,966 maunds against 11,22,051—
an increase of 74 per cent. In many places the
out-turn was expected to exceed the estimate if
the scason continued favorable, and in that case
it was thought the yield might reach two millions
of maunds. Of this quantity it is estimated that
onc-fourth would be retained for domestic consump-
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tion and the remainder be available for export;
though if prices fall materially a larger propor-
tion would be retained for home consumption,
The gratifying fact is specially alluded to in this
report that a large proportion of the profits of the
cultivation have, this year at least, reached those
immediately connected with the soil. They
have been able to free themselves from old
outstanding debts to the mahajuns, and realise
a large surplus.  No attempt appears yet to have
been made on a scale of any importance to im-
prove the staple by the use of other than in-
digenous sced, but it is stated that Dharwar sced
will be tried next season. Although a gradual
decline in prices of cotton must now probably
be looked forward to,—even though the American
war should continue—from the increased pro-
duction in progress all over the world, it is not to
be expected that for many years cotton will again
rule at such prices as were current previous to 1861,
Though it would be unreasonable therefore to
look forward to a continuance of such large profits
as have been realised during the last two years, it
will no doubt be found that for a long time cotton
will be a very remunerative crop to the cultivator,
especially if, by the use of a superior seed and by
increased care in cultivation, the staple can be
improved to any material extent.
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NEW MEMBERS.

The following members have been admitted into
the Chamber subject to confirmation :—

Messts. R. Brown Mackay and Co.,
W. N. Watson and Co.,

» Barton, Baynes and Co., and

Mr. R. W. C. Merington, Manager of the
Scinde, Punjaub, and Delhi Bank Corporation.

Mr. J. E. MacLachlan has retired from the

”»

_ Chamber.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.
APPENDIX P.

The half-yearly balance of the funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 4,456-2-0 in the Banl
of Bengal, in addition to the reserve in Govern-
ment Securities of Rs. 7,500.

JOHN N. BULLEN,

President.

,




APPENDIX A

EXPORT DUTY ON SALTPETRE.

BexaAL CuaMpeR oF COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 27th August 1864.

E. C. BAYLEY, Esa.,
Seey. to the Goul. of Tndia,
Home Department, Simla.

Str,—Tho attontion of the Committee of tho Chamber of Com-
meree having been drawn to a statement made in tho Houso of
Commons on the 2lst wltimo, by Sir Charles Wood, to tho offect
that a despateh to tho Governmeut of India, regarding the cxport
duty on saltpetre, had that day passed the Council, T am directod
to express o hope that tho decision which tho Government of
India may arrive at on this subject will be communicated to the
Chamber as early as practicable. Tt was not expected here, I am
directed to add, that any alteration in the duty would bo made
Quring the current financial year, but the question having appa-
rently been re-opened by the despateh abovo roferred to, great e
certainty will provail until tho intentions of the Government have
boen declared, which must seriously interfero with business in
this important staple. On theso grounds I am divected also
to exprogs a lopo that the subject may have the ety attention
of His Excollency in Council. .

. I have, &e.,

H. W. I. WO0O0D,

Secretary,
G




STAMPS ON BILLS OF SALE FOR TRANSFER OF

S1%,—T am directed by the Committco of the Bengal Chamber ‘
of Commereo to bring to the notico of His Bxcollency tho Govern- |
or General in Council, that wuder Article XXITI of Schedulo A of
Aot X of 1802, stamp duties aro voquired by the Registra of ship-
ping of this port to bo improssed on bills of salo of ships, as if
suck instruments were liable to the sane stanp duty as an ordinary
conveyance of other proporty of tho sumo value,

Tt is truc that suck doouments are not amongst the oxemptions
u the Sehedulo of tho Act above quoted, bub it is provided in tho
17 and 18 Vick. Cap. 104, commonly called the Merchaut Shipping
Act, Seotion IX, that “all instruments used in. carrying futo offect
thie sccond part of this At (of which bills of salo aro onc) it not
already exempt from duty shall be exempt from stamp duty.”

Soction 17 of the same Act provides that tho second part of tho
Act shall apply to tho wholo of Ior Majesty’s Dowminions, and in A
Seation 2 of the At, Tor Majesty’s Dominions aro interprotod
to moan “Her Majesty’s Dominions strictly so called, and all
tomitorios under the Government of tho Tast Iudia. Company, and
all ofher toritories (if any) govorned by any eharter or liconco
from the Crown or Parliament of the United Kingdom.”

By Bection 547 of the Act, pover is resorved to the Legislature

APPENDIX B

SHIP PROPERTY IN CALCUTTA.

BeNGAL CuraNprn oF COMMERCE, ’ t‘
Caleutta, 6th September 1864.
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq,
$Secy. to the Govt. of Tndia,

Iome Depariment, Simla. i

iii

of British possessions abroad, by any Act or ordinance confirmod
by Hor Majesty in Counei to ropeal wholly or i part any provisions
of this Act relativo to ships rogistorod in such possossions  bub
# docs not appoar that the powor 5o resorvad s boen oxerlsed by
tho Govermment of Indin in its legislative capacity, 50 as to depriv
British merchant shipping of tho privilego, which it onjoys wndor
Scetion 9 of the Imporial Act, of transfor by bill of salo free of
amp duty.

s“l‘::“:va‘u:(); appear undor theso circamstnces that tho lovy of
stamp duty on such bills of salo is in contravention of the Tmperial
Act; and I am desired to roquost you will move His Excollency in
Gouncil to tako tho malier into considoration, and, should ho law
o found fo be as I have stated it, to dircct that tho stamp dutics
which havo been levied may be refunded.

I have, &c.,
H, W. L. WOOD,
Secretary.




APPENDIX C

STAMPS ON BONDS FOR CUSTOMS DUTY
ON IMPORTED MERCHANDIZE,

Brrear, Cuamner oF CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 16th September 1864.
E. C. BAYLEY, Eso, ’

Seoy. to the Govt. of India,

Home Department, Simla,

Sir,—O0n tho 6th instant T had the honor to address you relative
to the lovy of stamp duty on bills of salo for the transfer of shi
property in Calentta, submitling for the consideration of the Ri; ']II:S
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that all inﬁh’mn(‘ilﬂ
for offecting transfer of such proporly in Euglnd were exompt
from stamp duty : and T am again dosired by the Committee o
tho Clhamber of Commerce o request you will Iy beforo His B
eollency the present representation regarding another provisior A;
the local Stamp Act, which applies to bonds required by lGﬂ
vernment for payment of duty on warehoused goods. L

For some years past the warchousing systom in Ingland appears
to hiavo wndergone many important_clanges, cuch modiient
Deing atlended by an improvement in the regulations of the syatom,
which, wl)i;o they were botter ealenlated for the sceurity A
rovene, afforded ineveased facilitics ;
e, el e acilitics to those from whose operations

Thio Customs Consolidation Act of 1853—16 and 17 Vie, Cap. 104
—provides o ariely of fonms of bond adapted to the diffrent, ze-
quirements of the trade, and the stamp dutics on theso instruments
are regulated by tho following shott and simple sealo i—

1t the penalty of the hond do not excoed

£ 50 the stamp is

Lo 1 3

¢

for any sum exceoding £150 ..
and in somo cases tho honds are al
Tight tax.

e we 0
w 0
“ 0

2 6
39
5 0
m

together oxempt from even this

This seale of dulics is submittod in order that [is Excollency in

Council may conveniently compar
posed on similar instruments requ
These ate made subjeet to tho

¢ ib with the sealo of dutics im-
ixed by the Customs Act of India,
gtamp dutics provided in Articlo

12 Sehedulo A of Ack X of 1862 ; consequently if tho penalty
does nob exceed £50, or T, 500, o stamp of 4 rupees is required ;

if it docs not excced £100 or R,

. 1,000—G rupees ; if it does uot

oxceed £200 or rupees 2,000—10 rupees. Theso rates contrast

wnfavorably with the rateslovied at home : and while the maximum -

amount of stamyp there docs not
does not stop shorb of 200 rupees

exceed § shillings, the local seale
or 80 times tho hoine charge.

/Moy dutios avo @ heavy addition to the ehargos with which
noaly all imported goods aro weighted ; but they press with peou-
Jiur sovority upon importations of salt ; and with rogavd to this
artile, which is subject 10 80 cuormous & tax, the stump on bonds
for duty is folt as tho grentest hardship.

Fhe presont value of an ordin

ary cargo of say 86,000 maunds of

sals §s about 14,000 rupces s the duty at Rs. 3-4 por maund

is 1,13,750 rupees, and the sk
amount would be 300 rupees ; and

anp duby on the bond for that
i the salt is rotained in bond moro

than 3 years, or if sold inbond, a fresh bond has to be exceuted

beating o stamp of sinilar value.
than 2 per cent. on the value of

The single hond stamp is more
the salt in bond, and 6 per eent, on

the value of its first cost in England.

The system of bonding is favourable to an ineroased develop-

ment, of our import trade, thomost important branch of the o

moree of the country, inasmueh

as it yiclds o largo proportion of

the xovenue : it is thercfore undoubtodly the policy of Govormment

to oncourago the system by vl

hich that brade is advantageously

aflected, and to remove all yestraints which tend to cheek its expan-
sion ; especially i should bo the policy of Govornment, now that it

has decided on the

t of the home of salt,
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togivo all possible encouragement t
ag o merchants ¢
of that necessary article in bond, e 10 Bold stocks
The Comfuibbcc therefore respectfully suggest that in liou of th

prosont daties charged on Customs bonds  sliding seale similar ¢,
that at home be adopted, and that in no case should the maximi .
oxcveu(l five rupees. The loss of duty to the Government uld bo
wuimportaut, whilst the relief to individuals would be great

ould be
I bave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. W. I woop,

Secretary,

APPENDIX D

THE STAMP OFFICE.

No. 2015 T.

Frox

Tae SECRETARY 70 tne GOVT. o BENGAL,
To
Tz SECRETARY 70 tnE BENGAL CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE,
Darjecling, the 3rd August 1864,

Stamps.

Sin,—With roferenco to the accompanying oxtract paras. 1 to 4,
from a lettor from the Scerotary to the Governmont of India in the
Financial Department, No. 1624, dated the 24th March last, Tam
directed to request that the Chamber will have the goodness to
favor the Lioutenant-Governor with their opinion rogarding the pro-
posal contained in the 4th para. It is very desirable to decrease
as far as possiblo the cash transactions at the Stamp Ofice, and the
arrangement proposed seems to His Houor calculated to answer the
object in view, and at the samo time to be a convenienco to both
merchants and tradesmen.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
A. EDEN,
Secretary o the Government of Bengal.
Txtract from a letter from the SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT
or Inpia, Financial Department, to the SkcrTAry To THE Go-
VERNMENT OF BENoAL, No. 1624, dated Fort TWilliam, the 24th
DMarch 1864,

I am directed to invite consideration of the following suggestions
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which are offerel with roforenca to the report of increased worl iy
tho Caleutta Collectorato i—

2. Tirst with regrd to the Abkaree Department : the paymonts
into the Abkaree Collestor's Ofice ato numerous and in dotail, solely
from the practice of cash being taken on cach oceasion of issuing
dpass. Bt if each licensod vendor or distiller wero roquired fo
Jodge an advaico equal o, say, one week's payment of duty, tho
passes might be issuod against tho erodit in tho Collestor’s books,

3. Those advanco payments, and tho furtlier sums payable on the
weekly sottloment of acconut for cach advance, need nob bo yo.
seived ab the Collootor's Oftice, as the depositors might readily bo
furnished with & warrant (xs is done in analogons cireumstances in
Bugland.) for payment of the money o credit. of the Collostur at
the Bank of Bengal, .

4 A siinilar gourse might also bo adopted with respoct to the
stamp duty on hoondies, bills of lading, &c. The bulk of theso pay-
ments, it s understood, is mado by established fums, who would
paturally profer inving a flonting acconut with tho Collestor 4y De
seltled periodically instead of wnaking eash
transaction. Tt is belioved that such an account was kept formerly,
and the facility with whioh, wunder existing arrangements, the
Agoney of the Bunk ean bo cmployad, will, 4s i e aase of the

Abkaree dues, relieve the Collector’s Office from dealing with cash
receipts.

ayments for cach

(True Brtract.)
MAURICE POWER,
Assistant in charge Office on Toup.
BeNGAL Ciiavper or Coxrsnncr,
Culentta, 131], August 1864,
Tuz HON'BLE A, EDEN,
Secrolary to the Sovernment of Bengal,
Dajecting,
dge your letter of the 3ra
ith reforence to para, 4 of the g

Sim—T am dirceted to acknowle
Istant, and o state in roply v

ix

fioxuro o your lettor, to which tho attontion of my Col;\&n;!tccr i
Galled, that if it wore generally kuow;l. 21132;1:‘1;:5.5:0‘:\1’3“‘30 o
sived at the Stamp Office, against which stamyps £
::lzlf(olsﬁ;ositor :lslrcqnimd up to tho smounl. of the dc{mslx)% S::
am aceount rondored periodically, the Committee do nob doube it
many firms would avail of ihe privilege, and to sud L fims 36
would bo mater of indifforonco whelher tho amount of e e
count, when rendored, had to be paid {o tho Colloctor ot 1 o J o
Offes or o his oredit at tho Bank of Bongal. Bub if the Com-
mitteo aro to wnderstand, from the concluding words of iho I;Mﬂ,
xeferrd to, that it is proposed to o axvay altogether “fml. sl e
ceipts at the Stamp OBice, and t6 obligs cvery applicant o stanp
o stamps, for however small an amownt, fo fast pry tho ot
o tho Baudk of Bongal and thon present the Dans receipt w
the Stanp Offce, I am. dircclod o say that however sonvonien
such  system might bs 1o the Stamp Oflico it would o oxitn ly
incouvaiont to tho publio, who would have al great loss o 13 o
cttond ab Lo oflces fustend of ouc., My Comuiltco trust theres
fore that no such alteration will bo made in tho prosent systom.

I have, &e.,
H. W, I, WOOD,

Seeretary.




APPENDIX ki

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL MAIL SERVICE
BETWEEN CALCUTTA ARD BURMAH
AND THE STRAITS,

No. 3638,
Fhox
A, M. MONTEATII, Esa.,
Ta charge of the Offce of
Director General of the Post Ofice of Tndic,

To
Tur SECRETARY 10 11 BENGAT,
" CITAMBER or COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 26(h April 1864,
Stn.~Tho Chamber of Gommeree axe avaro that, undor oxisting
contract augements between tho Government of Tndia and e

Dritish India Steam Navigation Company, postal commrunication is
maintaived between Caleutta and the castern ports as follows

Chittagong, ... Twico a month,

Alkyab, + . Tour times a month,
TRangoon, Three times a month,
Moulmein, Thrce times & month,
Straits, ’

Onee a month.

2. T ) "
rom the enclosed oopy of a communication from tho M

::gt‘]’l‘ug'ul;dgm“ :f“ﬂm British India Steam Navigation Company,
address of the Sceretary to tho Gover, in, o
Chamber of Commerce will o s e
observe that the cstablis
b i : ablishment of
additional monthly line hetweon Caloutta, Rangoon Mo“lmoi:‘
3 8

xi
and the Straits, hias been proposed. The effect of the arrangement
wouldbe to givo Rangoon and Moulmein four mails instead of thice
ails, and the Straits two mails instead of one per mensem,

3. Baforo submitbing a roport on tho proposal to the Goven-
ment of Tndia, 1 should like to be favored with the views of the
Chamber of Commorce on the subjeet : an information which it
may be in the power of the Chambor of Commerce to oflor in
yogand 1o bho advantages (gonoral or postal, but morg ospeoially
tho latter) fo o anticipated from such an amangoment will be
gladly roccived. )

4. T may moution that the postage roceipts on the correspon-
dence betwoen Calouita, Rangoon, and Moulmein, under existing
arrangonients, amomnt fo. about T, 1,000 por bip (thero and hack)
or Rapees 3,000 for b three tips per month, and it might por-
Tiaps bo assumed that the additional monthly communication, so
fat as theso ports axo concerned, would yield abont Rupees 1,000

per month more, The correspondeuce between Caleutta and the
Straits yiolds in postago only about Rupecs 200 por trip, there and
back. T amn nob able a present {o say what tho postal revenue is on
4he corespondence between British Burmal and the Str:

1 have the lionor to be,
Siv,
Your most ohedient servant,
AL ML MONTEATIT,
T charge of the Office of Director General
of the Post Office of Indic,

Trom Messis, Macwrsxox, Macs
Agonts, British Ind
to 1. C. Baviey, 1
dia,—dated the 30t 3

215 AND Conpaxy, Managing

Steam Navigation Company, ¢ Limited,”

vo, Soerolary to the Government of lu-
ch 1864,

We have the honor, on helialf of the Steam Company we repre-
sont, to submit, for the consideration of Covernment, a proposal
foran additional mail serviee hetween Calontta, Rangoon, Moul-
mcin, Penang, and Singapore ; but before doing so we may he por-
wibted briefly fo rofer to our subsisting arrangements with Goveru-
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ment for tho conveyance of the mails o the ports on the castern
const of the Bay of Bengal.

The contract which is at prosent in operation provides for a
monthly lin to Rangoon, Moulmein and the Straits Sebtlement
abi-monthly one to Akyab, Rangoon, and Moulmein ; and a bi-
monthly communication with Chittagong and Akyab, This Jast
named port has four mails & month, while Rangoon and Moulmein
bave only thee,

We believe the political and commercial relations between the
seat of the Supreme Covernment and Rangoon and Moulmein, have
now hecome 50 mmoh extended s to require more frequent oppor-
funitics of communication than at present exist, and the rising trade
botreen Burmah wnd the Straits greater facilities than one steamer
a month affords.

With the view of mecling these roquirements and placing Ran-
00n on a par, 50 fav as regards frequency of mails, with Akyab, wo
beg leave to submit a proposal for a second serviee on the Singapore
Line.

Under existing contract, the steamer on the Singapore Line leaves
Calentta on the 7¢h of the month, and we would propose the 23rd
for the second service if sanclioned, as being not only an interme-
diate period, but a fitting date to seeme carlier transmission o Bur
mal of the English mail vid Bombay, which wsually arrives here
about tho 15th. This arrangement would give Caleutta weokly
communication with Burmah by steamers leaving on the Ist, 7th,
16th, and 23:d, and hoth Calentta and Baymeh forbuightly comm.
nication with the Straits.

For the one steamcr, that of the 7th, we 1eccive according to con-
iract the subsidy of Rupces 7,500 & month, and we wonld undertake
the second service for the reducs

subsidy of Rups
an average of Rupucs 6,250 for cach completed servics.
We may add that, should Government entertain our proposal, we
are in a position to commence the double linc at once
Trusting it may reoet

5,000, making

e your recommendation
(Tue copy.)
A M. MONTEATH,
Iy eharge of the Office of Divoctor General of the Tost Offec of Tndio,

Bexaan CIAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 410 May 1864.

A. M. MONTEATH, Bsa,
I charge of the Office of Dircetor General of
the Post Office of Indic.

Sim—T have submitted to the Commitice of the Cliamber of
Commeres your letter No. 3638 of the 26th wltimo, accompanied by
capy of  communication, dated 30th March Jast, from Messrs. Mac-
Kinnon, Mackenzie and Co., Managing Agents of the British India
Stonm Navigation Company, addxessod o the Govornment of India ;
and 1 am instrucied to state in reply that their proposal for an
additional mail service, between Calentta and Burmah and the
Straits, appeats well adapted o extond 1o those places the general
tion with Bengal, and

convenience of a more froquent conumuni ]
fho spocial advantage of conveying to Rangoon and Moulmein the
mails from Turope much carlior than they can be transmittod wnder
existing arrangements. . )
These appear to be the main resonmmendations of the proposi-
4o : obher benofits may possibly arise from a more frequont com-
Jnnication bebween the scat of Government and its depondencies,
ut the Committoe are not in a position to anticipate them.
This clear however from your 4th para. that the seheme is likely

4o involve o loss to the State of upwards of 40,000 rupecs ; and it

is for the Government of India to dotermine whether the gencral
advantages of the additional mail servico will compensate for that
drawback.
1 have, &,
JW, T WOOD,

Searelary,




APPENDIX I

REDUCTION OF AFTER-PACKET POSTAGE.

Orricr; MEMORANDUM.

OFTICE or tne DIRECTOR GENERAL,
Or 1o POST OFFICE or INDIA,

Culeutla, 8tk Angust 1864,

Ti has recontly heen represented to me that the additional pos-
tage on overland summarics sent to Tngl:
after-packet, is in point of fact  probibiti
the cxpedicney has been urged of wma
of snch swmmaries by

d from Calcutia by the

2 and on that ground

i n exception in yespeot
ilowing them to go by the after-packet with-

out additional postage.

2. The exemplion of overland summaries from the chargo of
extra postage would mot in itself cause material loss of rovonne
to the Post Office, or inercase the bulk of the despatehies to any
very greab extont: bub T think that ang such spe o

) Wl cxemption
would b bad in principle. Thete ean be no good reason why
ovarland snmmaics should be exempted so long as prico emrents
and indeed all newspapers published on the 3 .

of the after-packet, are subjected to the chargo : i «',l.lf\d:.f:l,ltm.‘lbl
such pupers would eanse a.loss of sevenic o {he Post Offiee of
about T, 200 por trip, and would incicase the woizht of o ufter
packet by throwing upon it  Targo proportion, if uot the “1mil u;‘
the nowspaper portion of the mails othersise posted on 1] e
vious day. This fnreato of weight would causo an inorense of
cxpenditure of more than Rs, 100 por trip.  The financial :cfu’l‘t

XV

of a gonoral cxemption from cxtra postage of summarics, price
curronts and other nowspapers would thus cost the Post Oflice
about Rs. 300 por trip, i.c. R 200 by loss of revenue and Rs. 1007
by inercase of expenditure.

5. Although, however, T cafinot sco my way to rccommend any
<pecial exemption from after-packet postage, 1 Uhink theve is ground
for a rovision of the existing sealo of chaxge, which should include
ot only a goneral reduction in wmount, but & change from the
caleulation by Indian weight to a coleulation by T Fuight.

4. Ovorland postage being caleulated according o weight in
ounces, it is obviously inconvoniont” o have the additional aftor-
Lo weight in tolas.

packet postage charged according
* 5. After-packet postage is of the nature of e
Jias no necessary conneotion with tho ordinary intand postage

ss postage and

he

ordinary inland scale was adopied as a moro matter of convenience,
Tt has, howover, given viso to & prevalont wisconcoption a5 to tho
it hoing often argned that, when an Over-

nature of the ch
Jand letter s carricd across the Continent of India to cateh the
Lout any soparate charge for inland postage,

steamer at Bombay w
it s absurd fo levy soparate infand postago for cannying a lofter to
catoh tho steamor at Kodgeroo, - Mho fact is that the sepatate after-
o to Kedgoreo is lovied ns oxpress postage just as
o s made for lottors ront by tho express to Bombay

packet posts
a separate ch
a day aftor the ordinary wail.

6. Tho ordinay inland sealo of postago may have been very
well adapted to the cireumstances of the after-packet when it was
canricd by runners to Kedgerco, and when it was a. nocessity o
Koep its weight and bulke within very moderate limits. That ne-
cessity oxists in a much loss degree, now that tho mails aro.con-
veyed by Jiorsed vans and steamer.  Tho Post Office is in a posi-
{ion to convey almost any amount of weight at a comparatively
small inerease of cosl, and may, therefore, fairly endeavour to ac-
commodato the public by reducing tho rato of charge ; trusting to a
development of traflic to make up for the loss of revenue rosult-
ing therefrom.

7. Tn this view, T should be inclinod to propose to the Govern-
ment the adoption expeximentally (say for six months) of n modified
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scale which may be represented in justaposition to the prosent
seale, as follows i—

Ed |

=) "1

E n

g Prosent Soale., E

| 3 g
2 3

A

. — s

| 4 0z, | from § anna to 3 ama 1 anna,

1oz | from 3 annas to G winas,......| 2 annas,

2 0zs.| from 6 annas to 10 annas......{ 4 annas,

2 ozs.| from 1 amna to 2 anmas.. 4 anna,

4 ozs.l from 2 aunas £ 6 dunas.......| 1 anmn,

(Signed) A, M. MONTEATH,
Tivclarge.of the Offcc of Director General of the P. 0. of Tndia,

No. 1001.
Copy forwaxded to the Scoretary to the Chamber of Commorcs
with a request that the undersigned may be favorod with any re-

mauks or suggestions which the Chamber may wish to offer on o
subject.

£. M. MONTEATT,
T charge of the Oficc of Dircelor General of the P, 0, of Tudia,

.. Carncurra,
St Awgust 1864, }
Bexear Creaymnn or Connrner,
Caleutta, 17th August 1864,
A. M. MONTEATH, Esq.,
T clrgs of the Ofce of Director General of the

Post Office of Indid.
Sir~The Commitice of the Chamber of Commerce de:

site me
to acknowledge recoipt of your Ofice momorandum of the 8t

xvii

instant, in which you suggest that—as an experiment—the aftcr-
packet postage on leticrs and papers be reduced according to the
scalo submitted, and that the postage be caloulated on English
instead of Indian w

And T am directed to stato in reply that your suggostions appoar
well caleulated to promato tho public cany

in their
opinion tho tamporary loss of reveuwne will bo more than recavored
horeatter by the increusing mumber of covers which youwr arrange-
ment is likely fo encourage.

T havo, e,
H, W, 1 WOOD,

. Seeretary.




APPENDIX (.

LANE’S TELEGRADM.

Procecdings of @ Mecting of subseribers (o Lune's Commereid Telo-
grams held al the Chamler of Commer
the 10th August 1864,

rooms on Wednesday,

The Hon'ble Jonx N, BuLLey, in the Chair,

The Chaitman snid that tho purpose for which the mecting had
Deen convened had been explained in the civentar which Tiad heen
addieszod to subscribers.  Up to that time tie control and manngo-
ment of all matters relabing to {lie comumereial telegrams had boen
undertaken by the Commitice of the Ciiamber of Commnerce,  This
the Committee had heon right in doing wder the old system when
the message was bond. fido the Chamber’s message, paid for out of
the Chambor's fands.

But the cirowmstances wore now entirely
ont. The message was no Jonger the Chamber’s moss
The Chamber did nob even, a5 a Chamber, subseribo 1o i,
vecoived no copy of it Under the

and

anopon messago, to tho henehit of which any eno wae adwitted

tion, Althougl, thercforo, the
prosent

Committes hnd up to that timoe continued io do what the former

Committee Tad done, they had in reality no au

f
and represont the subseribers, of whom more H‘z.!x”lz:(?::x)rtlto\\':it JOI
even menbors of the Chamber.  Under theso o '
Comnmittee thought thes should no Jonger cxercise powers whicl
had nover heen propaly delegated o them, and that tho subseri.
bers o the telegram should cleot their own Commitco,

Tiwas then moved by Mr, J, Rowo and scc
. ) o .
Bldridge— nded by My, T,

amsbances the

@

Xix

That Messrs. Bullen, Eglinton, and Dundas be appointed a Coin-
mitice, with full poreers to act for the subscribers.

The Chaitman thon snid that it had been under the con-
sidoration of the Committee of he  Chamber, whilst the
management was in their honds, whethor, by the adoplien of n
ctem of cypher, the length of tho message might not bo consi-
dovably abbreviated without omitting any of the quotations now
w8y in this mawmer o {o raduco

od it would be

given, Ho hol
the lengih of {ho messago that, without
which the prosent subseription was estimated to cover; ahout 40

words would bo arailalide in ach message, in which might he given,

riefly, important political or general intellig
franspived during tho v This would 3o doubt g

crease the value of $ho messages,  As the proparation of this sum-

mary of news would however cutail additional troublo on B,

Lane, he comsidorod i6 would bo only fair that {hat gontle-
Juaw's honoravium should bo fnereased. When Mr. Tano commen-
codd o compilo bi-manthly messagos for tho Chanthor nino 5
e feo paid to him by the Chambor was £100, which was ineronsed
40 £125 when tho weelly sarvics eame into operation. Subso-
quontly when the Clhambers of Bonbay and Madras joined  ihis

g,

Chamber in subscribing for an assoviated messago, the feo, in consi-
Qoration of so many additional arlicles heing vequired {o be quoted,

sras yaised to £200.  On this association heing desolved, and the

subseriplion Deing put on its presont, footing, Mr. Tanc's feo was
sain reduced fo £125, Tlo now proposed that, from the date when

$ho moro gencral telogram to which he had alluded commenced, the
foe should bo raised o £150.

Ho ha s
as Seorctary of the assoviated subscribers, o should be allowed a
fo0of Ts. 100 por mensom Mr. Wood had up to that time given

lso to propose that in consideration of Mr. Wood acting

his sorvices grabuitously, but hie (Hie Chairman) thought ho should
< good deal of trouble was

wot b expocted  to do w0 any longe
abeori-

entailed upon him in corresponding with Mr. Tane, with
Dors, and with the Telograph Depurtient, aud in collecting subs-

criptions and keoping tho accounts.




“The financial position of the subseribers after providing
payments would be as follows ;—
There were now 09 subscribers at Rs, 200 peranumn Rs. 13,800
The cost of 52 messages, cach of 100 words, from
Londen to Suez would be... .. .. Rs 7,800
And from Bombay and Galle to Caleutta .. o 1,560
Rs. 9,360
o pay the Telegraph Department for printing
& distributing

Tor these

&

Mr. Lane's honorvariuns..,
My, Wood's diifo

12,660

Leaviug a bels
chiarges, of

at eredit, to meet incidental

e e oo Re. 1,40

And additional subseribers might probably be cxpected when
the fuilor telegiams, to which Lo had adverted, began to

arrive,
These recommendations were concury

ed in by the moeting, and
itwas proposed by K. Bullen,  seconded by Mr. Moneriell, and
caricd unanimously—

That in cons

waf v, Lane includi
Lrief summary of politival and gencral as woll
s konorariwn be inereased (0 £150 per ¢
Hoood be appoinied

0in ihe Eelograms a

ke cammercial nercs,
minon, and that My,
Secrelary aad Treasiver of fhe s
bors, and be remnserated by o preginent of I, 10
ving with the presiit montl,

sociated subseri

0 pei o

SEM, Comimen-

The Claiman seid he regrobted Lo 5
subscribers.  Complaints by subscribers wer very frequent of late
delivery of their messages, and of e oontent of fhe telograms boing
repeatedto them by non-subseribers before their owncopies of the tole-
gramcached them from the Telegraph Office, 116 Lad Lioped that subs-
cxibers who had these or other complaints o make would have taken
ihe trouble to attend, a tggestions as oceurred to them
om. The objeet sought to

s that there should be as

50 small an atlendance of

nd offer such
for the improvement of the progent
e attained by the

ng arrangement

xxi

nearly as posiible a_simultancous delivery of the printod slips Lo alt
bsoribors. Wit this vie the Town was purcellod aut into six
§ . .

divisions by the Telograph Departiont, and the first 8 ov 10 capios

adched to the most

of the Telegram
mb, the next 8 or 10 (o tho ne 100 i
seomed tho fairast and most cguitable mode of distibution. Bug

nd 50 on.  That

s that some subseribers must

v der thab system it was ol b
m:xxlh‘:‘z: ch,i s, and i it so happened that one of
geb their o
the fiust delive
Table that that noy
town, might |
orst heforo their own cop s o
1o Ty down any il on {he subject, hub he thovghi if b v

ovwa to o nen-subscriber, 16 was quite pro-

ng to other quarters of the

Dsoriber, <

igence to eli o dozen suls.
Tt was very difficult

mdor-

stood by sub thab » |

¢ contenls of the telegrams heing dividged to non-sub;
o contents of tho on arrival, they
Without forhearance

bers, and
would ab-

ves, the confedera-

i Do lield together, .
. olved that aeopy of dhe proceedings b sent to

Tt was then 1 .
cach subscriber ; and the meeling

thanks to the Chair.

sprrated with the usaal vote of

H. W, LWOoD,

Seeretary,




1
ARPENDIX IL
INCREASED TONNAGE FOR PILOTAGE CHARGE.
No. 1503 T.
Frox '
TIE SECRETARY 10 e :
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL, |

w SECRETARY 10 it BENGAT, CITAMBRR
OF COMMERCE,

Dated Darjecling, the 1311, July 1864

Marino,

-I aw dircoted by the Tioutenant-Governor to forsard hevo.
Mt With acopy of aletter¥ from the Master |
o3 Attendant,  proposing that the Mastors, i
Mates, and othor grades of Pilots be allowed to pilot, vossols of
a higher tonnngo than thoy do at present, and to. requost. that fhe
Chamber of Commeree will be good cnowgh to favor
with thei views on tho subject,

His Honor

» and o stato whother they have any
objections to offer to the proposal,

I Jive tho honor o he,
Siv

Your most obedient. servant, e

A EDEN,

Sect o the Gort. of Bengal,

xxiii
No. 1967,
Frox

Tut MASTER ATTENDANT,

T SECRETARY 7o run
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL,

Tort William, the 7th June 1864,

vears in the ¢

changes mate

would

fined to, be genera
ment anmexed,  Appended is also the li
divided into three grad Tt will be scen that in 181546 (here were
942 ships undor 500 ftons, whereas last yenr there wero only
130 from 530 to 1,000 tons, and 1,104 last year ; 29 upwards
of 1,000, whereas in tho last year there were 652,

1 have, .,
(Signed)  JOLN G. REDDIT,
Master Attendant.
Tons. Tons.
Acting Mate Pilots allowed Proposed to increase ton-
to pilot vesscls up to.... ¢ of Acting Mates to 430

Tull Mate Pilots Do. Do, Do.  Do. of Full Mates to 600
Masters Do Do.... 700 | Do.  Do. of Masters to... $00

na,

(Signed)  JOLIN G. REDDIE,
Master Attendant.

DASTER ATIENDANTS ()rrxuul
The Tth June, 1861,

- isivrtm Fr—

1
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Beyaan Cuayper oF COMMERCE,

NPATEME
of wessels in Cie viver Wooghly, arrenged in class
46 to 1863-6.1.

hewcing the fotad mmber

Calentta, 20tk July 1864,

tounage, from theyear 184

‘T JJON’BLI A, EDEN,

T
5
Year. | Desaiiplion. | Seeretary to the Goreymment of Bengal,
| | | | Daijecling.
1815~46...| Anvivals & Deparbures. | 942 [ 130 o |92 | 133 Stn—The Committee of the Chauber of Commeree desire me
1816-47...)  do. do. | 50| 45| 3110 ’1'3,_' 10 state in acply to your lotier, No. 15031 of the I3th instant,
1847-18.. do do. o8| 41| asim | 3oz 1 hial they approve of the Master Attendant's proposal to allow
1848-49...|  do. do. | S 1Lt Mosters, Mates, and other grades of Dilots to pilot vesscls of higher
do. "' | | 1,306 Jounage than they - do at present, and on the scalo recommended
. o 11,463 by Captain Reddie,
do. do. | ! 1490
do. do. [ 1 hiave the honor to be, &e.,
[1,662
do. do. 1156 . .
1,561 L W, I. WOOD,
do. do. | 1.588 ’ '
do. do. 11020 Seerelary,
N do- do. !2333 |
1856-57...0  do. do. [
1857-38..  do. do J]"m’ i No. 1864 T.
. 11,960
(:0. do, l 1,946 Frow
do. do. -
do. do. 0 {1"1" Tar: SECRETARY ro miu GOVT. or BENGAL,
1,650
d;;. do 0 :I,wa To
do. o.
2 N ‘1,370 Tin MASTER ATTENDANT,
; o do. 496 (1,101 | 652 | 0 2252
i — — ! | Dated Denjecling, e 27th July 1664,
J. ¢ REDDIE, —
Mastrn ATmspaxts Opr Master Altesdan T o :
17,K ~,,r(r:\,:7“‘ :?J' i ] o Sin,—I am directed o acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
L e, 4 "’ h .
i i o 19 I J ¢ No. 1370, dated tho 20t ultimo, and fu reply Lo state that, the
14 i rue Copies) Iy § is pleasod under the circumstances represented
{ i § MAURICE POWER, Licutenant-Governor is pleas d ;
fp sl in chargs, Ofies on Towr, Bengal Seeretusiat
e i
i
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in your previous communieation, to sanction the following arrange-
ments.  Acting Mate Dilots will pilot vessels up to 450 tons ; Tull
Mate Pilots up to 600 tons, and Mastor Pilots up to 800 tons,
I havo, &e.,
(S1.)  A. EDEN,
Seey. 1o the Govt. of Bengal,

No. 1865 T.
Torwarded to tho Scorotary to the Bengal Chamber of Commores
for information, with roference to his Iettor of the 20th fnsant,
A. EDEN,

Seeretary to the Govt, of Bengal,
DarTBLLING,
The 27l July, 1861.}

APPENDIX I

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR LOADING AND UN-
LOADING SHIPS' CARGOES WITHOUT
CHARGE FOR CUSTOMS OFFICERS.

Bryaan Crmampir oF CoMMERCE,
Culeutla, 4th Oclober 1864,
Tur; ION’BLE A. EDEN,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

Darjecling.
Suy—Ab the instanc of a large majority of the consigneos of
ships froquenting this port, who have reprosented to the Ghamber
of Commerce that tho nwmber of days for dischaging inward and
Toading export cargaes, as allowed by Scetions L1 and GVIL of the
Consolidated Customs Ach. VI of 1863, during which no charge
is made for the Provontive Oflicors on board, is found tolally inade-
quate Lo their requiremonts 5 the Committeo beg leave o submit the

maiter for the id i of the I rable the

Governor of Bongal with the view to an extension of timo for thoso

purposes being granted.

Under Scotion XV of tho Customs Ack XIV of 1836, vossels
of 600 tous were allowed twenty working days for discharging inward
cirgo, and, under Scetion X V1, filtoen days for loading export cargo 5
and vessols abovo that tomnage were (under he said Scotions)
allowed Lhirty and twonty days respectively.

Under Government order of 15th May 1859 the Limo for loading
was oxtended to Lwenty-five and thirly-five days for vesscls of 600
tons and upwards vespestively.

Prior to passing the Act now in foree an 800 fon ship had con-
sequently sixiy-fivo days for loading and wnloading without oh

for the Proventive Officer on hoard.

But since Act X1V of 1836 came into operation a_ greut vovolu-
tion has faken place hoth u ship building and in the course of the
Tocal irade.
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When that Act was made Jaw vesscls rarely earried more tha
thoir registor tomnage and a ¢hird ; now, as a rule, they carry their
Tegistor tonnago and a half, and many oven a proportionately lrger
cargo.

And at the above date a vessel camo onb cither with a eargo con-
signed to one liowse or to fow houses, and her retum eargo was
provided cither by o consi

ances or she was pub on tho market
as a genoral ship and  quick despatch thus scenred. The trade in
salt morcover was nob then opened,

Now however a vossel will
to perhaps fifty different cons

ve alarge gencrel cargo addressed
icos, or she will have a cargo of sall
which is to be discharged by eharler party, frequently ab no geater
2ato than 40 tons per worki

; day. And when e import cugo
oy Do chartered for hor ontward cmgo,
and at least 40 working days required to complete hior loading.

is discharged, the ship

Cireumstances are consequently quite difforent from what they
were bwenty-cight years ago, and au allowancs of timo then suffi-
cient is proved 1o he insufficient now Ty the mumcrons instances in
which denmurago is charged to the ship.

The Conmitteo would morcover submit that the sums so reccived
a3 demmrage can bo of little importance Lo Government, but they
press heavily on ship owners who axe already burdened with so many
charges in {his expensivo port: and they would also poiut ont that
the Proventivo Oficor is placed on board 1ot for the convenience of

the ship but for the satisfaction of the Government, and that on
this ground there shonld he no charge whatover made for his at-
tendance.

Under the Scelions L and CXVIT alroady quoted the Govern-
mont has the power to cxtend the time, and the Commiltee res-
pectfully suggest ihat twenty working days be allowed for the first
600 tons, and an additional working day for overy 40 tons in excess
instend of 50 tons as at present,

They submit this ion for favorable iderati
and trust it will reccive ITis Honor's

s sanction,

1 have, de.,
1. W, 1. Woob,

Seorctary,

X

x

Bexaan Ciavnnw or Comyrerer,
d October 1864,

Calentia,
" Tir HON'BLE A. LDEX,

ary 1o the Govcrmment of Bengal

contained in my
allowed

hinstont
nd load

v of ihe 4t

Tet!

for the unloading of vessels without any charge being

ces of Dreventive Officers atlach-
cd to them, T am desired by the Commniitee of the Chamber of
o submit for the consideration of the Honoerable the Licu-
their applieation for the relaxation of
Act which at present define the period

made by Government for Hm

Commer
tenant Governor of Der
the clauses of {he Custor
after which a chiarge of five rupees pev diem s lovied _

The Committce b application on the wpracedented civ-

¢ ellects of
cumstances under the effect

ich the trade of
ous beyond
hvery fow fortunate exeeptions, the shipping
cs to such an extent as o

fon s and it s

the hurricane have

apprehended that, wit
thenin the river has susta
render it impossible for the
complete their repairs for severs

The destruction too of carao boats and other yiver eraft employ-
ed in the loading and di ¢ cargo has boen cnormous, and

greatly cultics vessels hiavo to contend with, and
their detention from this canso alono will involve a heavy loss,

T the meanwhite tho presence of Preventive Officers being indis-
fhoir attendanco will ot terminato undil vessels have
of inward o the reecipt of outward engo,

pensable,
completed the discha
a service which apparently may bo extent
atly e liablo fo n vory heavy domumage chaigo

lod to an indofinite period :

<hips will conscques

wnder the clauses referzed to. ‘ )
Under these exceptional cir tho Ce of the

Chamber trust s onor wi i

of the Act to such an oxtont as will place all vessuls in no sworse po-

ave been in had they not suffored from the

il be pleased to permit a relaxation

sition than thoy would

Tnicanc,




The Comnmittee would draw His Ionor’s attention to the pecy.
liar hardship sustained by salt Inden vessols ; and they would nra
on belialf of all ships that were compelled 1o jottison portions of
their eargo cxemption from charges for Provendive Oflicers suporin.
tonding that oporation, ’

Such service was manifestly in the more immediatc interest of
Govorment 5 for while it was compulsory on the ship to jelison
the salt for hor own safety, though at a considerabl sacrifics, the
supervision of its destruction was absolutely necossary in order to
prevent the possibility of any portion of it being surrcplitionsly
removed without satis]

ing the revenue tax,

The Committeo thercfore hope the Government will not throw
this additional burden wpon shipping which have in other 1espocts
suffored to an unparalleled extent, ) e

1 bave, &,
1L W, I WooD,

Keerelary,

APPERDIX J.

WASTAGE OF SALT IN BOND.

DLNGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, Glh August 1663

Tuy HONDLE A. EDEN,
Secrctary to the Government. of Dengal,

Darjeling.

§rm,—Tho Committee of tho Chamber of Commerce have lately
had undor consideration the rules wnder which duty is charged on
imported salt in bond.

Undor thoso ulcs, as you are aware, the duty on salb stored in
CGovornment golahs is oharged on the quantity actually delivered
for consumption, whilo on that in privato warchouses it is levied on
tho quantity bonded loss 2 maximum allowanco of 25 per cont. for
wastage.

1 several cases whicli have lately come under the notice of the
Committee tho working of the lutter xule has been shown to be
produetise of serions loss 10 thie onders, owing to the wastage ox-
cccding vory considernbly the maxinum allowance ; and Lam dizcet-
ol o nvite tho attantion of Government o thesubjeet with a view

40 & more oquitablo arangement than the prosont appears fo- the

Committee to he.
So far as he Committeo are awate, tho only reason for tho
o in the mode of treating salt in private and in public

diffore:
st fraud or nogligenee on the part

bond s to scoure the revenue again

of tho private bondr.
As rognds fraud tho Comnitieo of cowtso feol that tho Govern-

ment axe quite justificd in sccuring themsclves to tho ullest extont,
and thoy have uo complaint to muke of tho precautions takien to
accomplish this. ‘

Al present as you axe aware prival

¢ golahs are placed in chargo
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of the sorvants of Government without whosc connivance thercfore
fraud is, or ought to be, impossible.

4As regards uegligenco on the part of honders, the Committee s,
mit that as arule they (tho honders) may be safely trusied to take
due e of ihcir own property and to penmit no wnncccssary
wastage.  This need not however interfers with the Customs Officers
satisfying themselves that the golahs in which salt is to bo stored
are fit for the purpose hofore granting a licence,

But the Committee feel very strongly that, these precautions once
taken, the distinction between private and Government golahs should
be abolished, and tho importer in cither case be called upon to pay
duty ouly wpon the quantity of salt delivored for consnmption,

Tho Commitice are awaro that, wnder a Government order, tho
Board of Revenue are authorised in cascs of extremo hardship to
extend the fixed allowanee of 2} por cont. to 4 per cent, ; bub apars
from tho quostion of {he faimess of fixing any per-centage as a
maximum under the civeumstances stated abovo, it is found in
practice that the uncertainty as to what the actual wastage may be,
or as to what the Board of Revenue may consider fo bo a case of
extreme hardship, interforcs very materially with tho sale of salt
in private hond, and is otherwise of much inconvenience to the

importer.

As a matter of fact at the present moment thero s a difference in
value in favor of salt stored in Governmont golahs of thrce {o four
rupees per 100 maunds, which is attributable solely to the above
causes.

The Committeo have been at some pains to ascertain the fecling
of the principal fmportors of salt on the subject of the bonding
rules in question, and it is wnanimous as to their heing oppres
and inequitable.

The Committee trust therefore that the subject will reccive {he
favorable consideration of ¢ , and that the modificati
0w suggested be ordered.

Thave the henor to he, .,
1L W. T, WOoOD,

Searelary,

xxxiii

No. 734.

Yrox

II. T. PRINSEP, Esa,
0Offy. Junior Secrelary tothe Bowd of Revene.

To )

Tus SECRETARY 1o 1xe CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA,

Dated, Fort William, the 23rd August 1864,

L
Sim,—
tary to the Government of Bengal havi
Board of Revenne, I am directed to requ
the soveral cases alluded 4o therein, as having been lately brought
to the notice of the Committes of the Chamber, in which the prac-
tice in forco at present in regard to the levy of duty on imported
salt stored in privaie ware houses has been productive of serious

our lottor of the Gth fustaut to the address of the Secre-
+ boon referred to the
b that you will specify

loss to the bonders.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
L. T. PRINSEP,
Offy. Junior Secretary.
Bexear Ciavper or Coaener,

Caleutta, 2nd Sept. 1864,

I, T. PRINSEP, Dsa,
Offy. Junior Secretary to the Bowd of Revenue,
Sr—T am dirceted by the Commitéce of the Chamber of Com-
ierce to acknowledge the recoipt of your letter No. 734 of the 23rd
ultimo, and to amnex for the information of the Board of Revenue
cxtmcn’ﬁ from letters addressed to the Chamber relative to the m‘l.
Fair operation of the plan wnder which duty on bonded salt is
levied. The instances in which the present rule acts wnfairly are,
the Conmittee think, sufliciently wmerous to justify the zepresen-
K
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Troxt Messes, GORDON, STUART & CO.

age excoeded ihe an-
¥ on il full

Lation which they Tave made to Covernment 5 and ihey venew fho

expression of their hope that the system may be modificd {o (he
extent of duly being charged on the quantity delivered for con.

sumption and 1o morc,

{o ihe Board of Revenue, and

T havo the lionor Lo he,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
. W. L WO0OD,

pondence on the suhjeet, the duiy
Mty should bo

stored in honded
d to which importers can lave no

o present.

MORRISON & CO.

paid on s
er cent. Tt
“lage to obiain

ave usuall

T case of exeess wa o
1 quantity honded, less 2 i indee

Frox Mrssns, RAMGOPAUL GIOSE & CO.

Weh
of wast:

vo only recently been compelled to pay duty on The cxcess
of the “ City
in which the rules

duty,
the attempt, which

e ovr 2} per cont. in the case of e ¢
of Oitawa,” and we look npon {lis as

now in force have operated very wnfairly, Wo enclose copy of our
representation o the Board of Rovenuo on ihe subject logother
“ith their roply,

We have some other similar cases pending in which the s
1nlc§ will no doubt be enforced by the customs thoritics unless
the Government should interfere to put an end {o this hardship.
We carnestly trust that the influenco of the Chamber of Commerco
iy be suceessfully cxerted in reicrenco to tho subjoct, —_—

me

s the rule as o the exe
wnfairly, but it is nain

, KILBURN & CO.

Troxt Mrssns, MACKINNON, MACKENZIE & €O, W s per * LT

We have been obliged Lo pay duty on the full quantity landed,
Tess tho authorizod alloswance, when ho wastago was in cxeess. T
February 1862 we landed in hond the cargo Df the “ Kunachee” from
Tiverpool, weight 15,621 mannds, wl
in May 1863 was found 40 he vuurvrnrnn.
shewing a deficit of .............. .owes
being o wastago of 4 per cont. Tho Govermment roquired. of s
tho full duty on ludod quentity Toss the authorized. allowanes of
2} per cent.

ago,
The quantity per * Melicoeto” del

clivered and weighed
+ 14,803 mds,

B0 and per "¢
shewing for tho

The Covern
of 250 maunds we had Lo i
the eargo of the « Bonaventure,” we 1o

mannds,

£ o B




APPENDIX K.

) 150 August 1864,

1, WOOD, fsa.,
Secretary to the Clamber of Commeree,

Dran Sti—Tn the year 1856 the Chamber of Commerce urged
upon Government the necessity for an auxiliery port to Caleuita,
s up tho River Mutlal: for that purposo, and
establishing a town thee. To these propositions Sir F. Hailiday
readily responded, and a mumber of vessels were oxperimentally
loaded by vatious firms ab the site of the proposed tows of  Port
Canning” The succossful result of these exper

and suggested opo

ents fully demon-
strated the advantages which were
channel of tiade. Shortly aftenvards Lord Stanley gavo an im-
perial guarantee to the Calentta and Sonth Fastorn Railway (sinco
constructed) for the sole object of comnceting Calcutta with Cau-
ning.

1y to acerue from this new

‘Whilst this Railway was in course of constiuetion CGlovernment
began selling building sites in the future town, and fair progiess was
made duing the fist o yoars toweds carrying ot the most ne
cossary “ Public works,” such as cleaving the ground, constructing
tanks, roads, &e., without which C: Cavmning could never have been
habitabl During the ad istration of Sir J. P. Grant, these
works were all suspended. i

Tn 1862 howeyer, shortly - taking his seat, Mr. Beadon en-
an interest in, the works at Canning,
and forcsecing the ad to which were likely to
follow, he at once applied to the Supreme Government for a grant
of two laklss to continue th works alieady commenced, but this appli-

quited into, and hegan to tako

Xxxvii

g T

¢ Government

cation was Unsueee
to do pothing heenuse the mereantile con
Iittle incliation to a
sioners were appointed,
ment property of Cany
biggabs).  The Com o
scemity of the Canning property, and it was thought at
mecessful.  The terms how

ad shewn so
1 Commis-

nd sul ern-

cquently the whole of the Go
hout 18,000
a debenture

2s made over to them,

Toan on th
ene time {hat this would be
cont. for 85 rupees) did not prove sufficiently tempting at a time
ihe valuc of money all overthe world had much increased

r the stimulus given to the cotton trade. The total
to thisloan barely reached £20,000, and these chiefly from
parties who had a great stake in Canning

Although all
come obvious that a much Iarger sum will be xeq
pleting those public- svorks which are absolutely neees

As one of the prime movers in the scheme for mak
to Calcutta, I now address you and w
e silence which
al in favour

sar

ng Canning
ould urge

an au
upon your Committee the propricty of b
mber sinee its fi p
end that what was felt tobe a sant
I contend that the whole
the establish-
and cheap outlet for the enormous trade of
nal mewbers of the community

t ap)

has been maintained by the
of the Matlah scheme. T e
jn 1860 has now become a
commercial commun
ment of an addition
this province, and although ind
may not feel disposed to join in taking active steps, which pos-
sibly would entail some trouble and risk, yet the boon fobe con-
ferred is one which would benefit, the public gene Aly. It has been
dificult at all times and in all countries to shift trade from one
channel to another, but never has an attempt at jmprovement met
with such dccided opposition as the DMutlah scheme, and that
ness of Govermment with regard {o
ieral

chiofly owing to the Iuk

its own works at Canning, and the ignorance of the public
wced solely with

of a scheme belicved by many to have been comuy
a view to individual interests, instead of one cale

ed {o benefil

the whole province of Bengal.
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The more deoply I study the question, the more am 1 convineed
of the advantageous results which would inevitably follow on {he
establishment of Port Canning. Tt has been su, ed that the
diflicultics in cffecting this wero -unswrmountable except at great

expense and after mach time, This is not correet ; the obstacles
are but fow, and thote is not onc of them bub could be removed
o time and at mod

within a reasonabl
Quite independs

ato expenditure,

of any fear that the Iooghly may ata futur
s to he navigable for Ia T afiom {hat our
trade is so zapidly increasing as to call for a vigorous cffort in the
the caso it becomes
taplaco suitable in all respocts as an auxiliny

period eeq

matter of an auxiliavy port, and this hei

to Caleutta, and, f need wwere, capable of accommedating tho wholo
shipping of that por rity of tho River Mutlah for
ts of the rcheme,

The superi

the puipose is not denied oven by tie oppones

ting in the

gination of some people are, o say the least, without the

slightest foundation.
Tho distance from the I

miles, from wiienes a R

ds o the port site is only s
3 of b

venty-five

y-oight miles conmeots it with
the metropolis ; wh

the distance wp the Tooghly to Caloutia
is 125 wiles. There ave no hor

in Uie Mutlah, and a completo

absence of rapid ides

ichh 25 wo hiave heve fn the rainy scason.
The mew port is well sibuated al the conflience of threo rivers,

Iias the most splencid water communication with all the disivicls

to the cast and n

i-cast, throughout the whole and ot

present a very consi
northof {he site selected for the future port, and
be diverted, were the town of Canning once estabi
once raised and  drrined wust )
Bengal, and indeed o marked fmproy
From Novembor 1863 to June (hi

o country trade passes to and fram the

come  ag healt]

went g alre
e there was
sickness amongst Uho shipping L

One olher «
port, nameiy, cheaps

sited Port Conning,

sidesatiom iy

i choosing u site for o

s Ahis [ have nob the elightest doubt

will he atlained once that Port Can

¢ s veeoguised,  The ox-

Jenso at presont inenrred by ¥

Tooghly is enormous,
To make Caleutia a chea
and convenicnees whicl:
of moncy, and cven aft

o raising of the grownd, dvai
and cmbankments

yoads, tavks,
« public Works,” and fo
poscd tothins that all th
rapidly, and more_ccon

and to tempt private ente

neeted with Governmen

would require to be given as a {re
which sueh property would ac

sufficiont tempiation &

inerest in Porb Canning

would have th

reck
{he onerons and costly
present circumstances
€ 20,000.

Should your Commit

Chamber will be pleased to

Totters to Sir Chatlos

resp
urge tho neee

¥ of o

ward or of granting the roquire
yithout furthor delay.

o leavo matters a
s disgraceful.

ively 11th April and 22ud July 1864,

sols proceeding up and down the
or otker he cmtailed.

nd wnst in somo w
per porl, and provide the accommodation

avo wrgendly required would cost m
wonld noé

v such o ontlay the.

cost, would

Jently approach thoso which, ab comy g
o obtaincd ab Port Ca
A glaneo ab the acco

should Do done.

ming on tho M
ing map will show what T prop

mpa

of ihe town, eonstruction of

¢ tho head of
¥ these Government is liable ; but T am dis-
ments wowld bo Detber, moro

Leso fmpro

vically corried o

pr
it prop

o the ge
; and Govermment, without i

¢ chanco of being relicved aban ca

iven to the railay, which

guarantos
volves an aumual loss of v

that the
do by wy
, dated

too coincide with ¢
apport tho

yan and Sir

Treve a
and, ab the samo time,
ither allowing privato enterpriss to stop for-
 funds for public works at Canning

. thoy aro a presont is as-short sighted as it

T remain,
Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
TFERD. SCHILLER.




2

support the altomative proposed, 1

x1
Culeutta, 11h Apyil 164,

Py, Toxoranur SIR C. 1. TREVELYAN, x.

Siri,—In continmation of our conversation wpon the dovelopment
of Port Cauning, 1 tako the liberty of sending you the following
suggestions, calenlated to moot your personal view wpon tho subject,

The prescnt pos

ion appears to be that the public aro waiting for
the Government, while the Government is waiting for the public s no
prifate capital howover will bo fortheoming without a matorial guar.
xantoe, that “ Port Canning” is to bo builtin veality, and if tho Go.
vornment declino spending thio sum necessary, and which T estimate o
aboutquarter of a million sterling, it strikes me that thoto is but one

alternative, namely to hand over the wholo cntorprize to priy:

ate ac-
tion. Tndoing 5o tho Government will Lo giving up property which,in
time, may hecome very valuable from the mmount of capital hroght,

 to bear wpon it The advisability: of sinking this capital must, of-

cowse, he a mattor of private opinion, bu without it “Port Can-
ning” will never bo any thing but a disappointment to all concerned
and such is the opinion of all whp have studied the question, mx-’
Diased by privato intore: .

The Govermment in’ laving given
Caloutta and South Tasern Rai
pirpose of commecting ¢ Port Cannin,
as matlors are af present, in an aumual loss of more than 20,000£, of
which they can-never hiope to he re cved, excopt by the luoapm‘i v
of the new port.  Governmont must {herefore bo prepared to sink
further sums or suflicient encowragement must he given to Ill‘l.\'.lh:
mltc:rlnim. To leave the maiter n its present 5(.’\)(,0 is more than
equivalent to throwing good moncy ater Dbad, inasmuchas t‘hc
!)vmlAmonry lias a guarantee attached to it involving o logy exceed-
ingin amount seven times the sum considored :::fui&itc too
the complete suceess of the whole sehiemo .

Without entering further into e merits of {he
ing from our conversation tho

on fmporial gnarantoo to {he
y Company (built for tho sols
8”7 with Caleutta) are involved,

re
case, and gather-
A thoronghly to
aneely to haud over 1ot 5

0=<tho land._comptising ¢ Port. Cumning—to privago ac ::n ;ojx to
dovelopment as & port, the following are my suggestions -

b you are prop,

xli

1. That one parly he made the  Concessionaire” of the onter-
prize, with powers tosell his right, unfetlered by any restriction, to
any party or parties who undurtake Lo sink not less than 250,000.6
in the development of the place, and dwing a timo not cxecoding
five yeavs.

2, That this concession be a “hona fide” gift in frechold of all
the propetty, for which the Municipal Commissioners of “Port
Camning” are now the frustees, and that the same powers now
enjoyed Dby the said Commissioncrs be delegatsd to this Conges-
sionaire” or his nominees.

3. That the whole port and its privileg
pointment of M
other usual priv

s, cousisting of the ap-
or Attendant, Harhowr Master, Pilots, &e., and

cges comnected with River trust be also givon over
thereof will
rolicve Government of all futwre expences, consequent: upon the
establishment of the port

4. That the only liability which the * Concessionaire” accepts is
the dehenture debt issued by the Municipal Commissioners dwing
the last year 1863,

5. That, should the Governmont desire to o rolioved of the
prosent loss, avising from the working of the Railway, the ¢ Con-
cessionaite” will take over the working of the lin upon the follow-
ing conditio

. Tho fivst three years rent frce.

to the said * Concessionaire,” who in

B, The fowth year againsta rental of 2 per cent. npon the ea-
pital gnaraniecd

¢ 'The fth year against a tental of 3 per cont. wpon the capital
guaranteed. - .

4. Aficr this time the “ Concessionaire” to have the option of
retaining the working of the line for another ten yours, on payi

a rental of 7 per cont. upon the amount of capital guarantced,
whereby Covernment would have the chance of rccovering the
amount of interest lost during the first five yous.

Tt is of comue understood- that ihe line is pub info cfficiont
working order, and that all its accessotics be completed

6. Upon Govornment accepting the above proposal and offici-
ally nofifying it, Tam prepared to mame a ¢ Concessionaiz” within

six monthis subject to approval.
I
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7. Mo « Concepsionaire” docs nol, daim any civil or wil
fursdiction over the sid town and pert. The Gosernmert 1Y
of course, appoint heis own Magistraic aud Comnt of Tusten ooy
authorities and powers both on shore and afloat, a 1}]‘:“1:0, Tolice
Houso authoritics, the power of the mec&s’i:f ‘,“y], as Custom
minces befug confined to the lovying of Jand e or o bis -
]Cle[:;:"l‘;l‘t“; to b sanctioned from timo 1o timo for (he l::,; o ot

pthe conservaney of the said port and Lown, pose of

T have the honor io be
Sir,
Yours obediently,

(Signed) TERD. SCTHLLER.
Pricate.
o 11k

RIGAT HONORABLE
ST JOHN LAWRENCE, BARYT, K. C. B, K. S. T
. . B, K ST,
s Vieeroy and Governor Generad of Tndia
im,—I should ol venture to j '

) uld 0 intrude upon your I
imlul! bxm for the impottance of my subject oo Belienays
N]s;:ﬂn::rﬁc{hu]x:mlbrmm Burope when your Excellency paid a

al visit to Port Canning, and T hiave had 1o oppor sinco
ersomd vsit o , and T have had no opportunity si
your Exeellenoy is fully acquainted with the history of th »cr] .
and the” opinions entertained of it hoth by Sir T Tt Wl
o e opinions Sir Froderick Halliday
Since 1856 Mr. Borradai
i“ﬂ:‘,c :cwa‘.:rc M. Torzadaile and myself have devoted what litl
inuenco possn:s i furthering the objocts for which the i .

il was opened to trade, and if re o

Muda s 1 sults havo hec  of owr
U“};‘c‘c' Tgonvnnd of the expectations’ of ho pnhlic‘;n;l‘xo ’1(1 ) f'rmfx
o [L, citcumstancos over which we had little or o control.
The future will perhaps show that awscfal and e i
ing has seldom meb with 5 '
making ¢ Canning”

degirable undertak-

mch selfsh opposition as tho schieme of
ary Port to Calentia,

Bul far from

xliii

« Jishearlened ” what I have once undertaken, T fecl
and all Taskis

abandoni

o more coriain than over of ultimale sncecs
reasonablo support on the part of Governmnet, who after all must
be Tooked upon as the purty most interested.

Plio Calentla and South Tastern Railway, projected and formed
for tho sole object of comiecting Caloutia with Port Canuing, can
sever pay more than working oxpenscs so long as Canning yomains
amyth, and tho State must continue {0 lose anmually wpwards of .
£20,000 on accountof Railway intercst.  Bub indepondent of this
Joss, it would appear that Government, whenselling in 1857 build-
ing silos in its futwe town of Canning, cume wnder something
s ian aun imypiod prowiso 4o sce the worlks cuvied out, without
hich o town can ever bo, and the subscquent nomination of Muni-
cipal Commissionors can seareely bo eonsidered as liaving freed Go-
cven say the logal, obligation to

yermment from the moral, I
complote the most necessary  Public wor 57 at Canning.
o b bricf, T beg Lo submit for your Excolloney’s consideration’.
(1) Thab Canning can never be a habitablo place wntil the Jand

is raised and good drainage obtained.

(2) Mhatunlil Canning is Tabitablo it cannot hecome an auxili-
ary port 5 for nobwithstanding its Railvay communication so many
disadvantages would still remain that there would he no inducoment
Lo divert the trade from where it is ab presont.

(3) That money is required almost snmediately to cury into
effect the most nrgent of these works, aud

(4) Mhat this moncy st cither be given by the State or by

private ontorprise.
e question therfore arisos—will Government give the required
funds, or make ovor Lo private entorprizo the dovelopment of the
Jew por upon suls tons as may bes Mciently tompling to scemo
T have ocoupicd mysclf much with these

Lexs opposition, or at least

moncy from the publie?
ons, and, finding in many G
ened to tho whote undertaking, 1 some timo
Sir Charles Trevelyan and pointed ot
e T considered tho altorative, o this lotler (dated 11tk April
1861) T hiavo not boen favored with any reply, and although T may
s thab Sir Chirdes Trovelyan has 1ok Tost sight. of it, T begin

ques

Tukewarmness, with refor

ago placed my views before
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to feel that another valuable cold scason may e Tost,
visk of being considered importunato, I take the liber
ing your Txeellency.

Should the Stato decline all support, and refuso the monoy d.
manded for ¢ Public Works” at Lort Cuining, T reped ny sug-
gestion that private enterprizo be allowed to step
such torms of cncou

5 and, at {he
bty of addvess.

in at once upon
agoment as will sccme the necossary funds,
Aftor the great success of the -various Bombay Tand Tnvestment
Compunics, I have no Lesitation in saging that to the best of my
belief fnds conld be socurad for tho purposc
to abandon tho property, now held in Trust byt the Commission, in
favor of a Company which would wndertake the building of Port
Canning, and frce the Siate of all further obligation in respeo,
thereof. - Should it bo considered desirable, tho Municipality of
Canning might participate in the ultimato profits, of this Company.
L will sy no more bus leave the caso in yonr Txcelloncys

's hands,
convineed that it will recoive all the attention it deserves.

if Government were

Thare the Lonor to remain,

Your Bxeellency’s most ohediont servant,
(Signed)  FERD..SCHILLER,

Cancvrrs,
22nd July 1864, }

Culeutia, 22nd August 1864,
. W. I WOOD, Isq,

iSeeretary to the Chamber of Commeree,
Drsr Ste,—In coutinvation of my lottor of 15th instant T now
Pegto hand you copy of a letter just received in answor to my
arpeal o Sir John Lawronce, togothor with 0py of e communi-
cation therein reforred {o from {he Seeretary to the Goy,
India, Public Works Depar tnent, 10 the Secrotary
ment of Longal,

You

crnment. of
of the Govern-

1L ebserso that the toams o which Tris Txellonos i
Counel s pleased 1o grant fur hor !

aid 10 Port Canniug amounts

. XV

= ot tall " your Committeo that if
dinply 0 % ‘cms“‘:?»i‘\(;:‘vIof“?\“iuing Algon ks of rupess by sa-
thoe were B PR il debonturo loun, there would bo no o
saption o e A fovermmont; but thero > ono por on
cossity for any M‘pm(. Jottor to wliich T st drayy your lmlt;c’“b "
of e oo ets nob anily iy own position, md anidt
"m‘}fmml’ :’;\t:‘;a e Mutlal question, but likewise tho positio
y firm, fowe

o Chanber. ot tho Socrctary to the Goverment. of T,

o e would appen that after improsing th B
T D hest offial stap by adiaching impai
sehone with e Calontia and South Tnstomn ity ; st
g\h\mni:cc to ot tho fubmo town and Port of Cauning; a. :
1““’“‘1“"“‘;:11:3 ago, building sitos in this Lown on paper o
selling, six yoeas ag

i ar conbrast to the ground rents
e oty g of it s oo o hs o
e m: )l'lr:»c that Camning was opened as an ansilivry ]‘o
P Al this, the onus of currying out thoso “ Publ xi
o Mﬁr e upon an individnal fnin who, in good ﬂuth :m:-
g “mc‘; vernment of the howr, havo taken more & 5m]a

s Ou o schome and Targely invosiod in-it. This then
B "1 il 1 lsuvo been placed ; and T appoal to your
e “; “;«loscwc to o thus treated after cight yoars
e o T appeal to the 1ccords of your lembcl.b
o Alliday, to overy ack of the Governmen

e s cious to the year 1650 ; and T ask
caring {he question provious 1650 5 and 1k
o ':]fm‘"» to hcit fho Mutlal schomo as the schuz;c Oinq\\’llﬂﬁm“
P | jeators, to cast wpon us the :
b ¢ to call us the projectors, st o
Tt Cnow secking Government aid for the 1)\\)1)05:1‘N -
. i is i selves, @
{']‘ﬂt ¥ 1rc']'s in which no body is uncncstc‘«l lmbl (:\\ satves,
T Ltion of tho morcantilo community, and ‘: il ot
por\mp:: D(: c‘\pcct Further aid becauso Govormment hav
wo must nob ox et .
dono as much as can bo rcasonalﬂé Dc"\“r:lc::ta;: SR
it b your any ¢ .
1 shall bo happy to mee il y day ot
venicnt to them for further conv asation on thi
o 1 yemain, Dear Sivy
Yours faithfully,
FERD, SCIILLER.
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APPENDIX A.

Frox
Tur SECRETARY 10 rus GOVI. or INDIA,

Public Works Department,
To

F. SCHILLER, Eso.,

Simla, 100 dwgust 1364,

Civil Works,

Alscelianeous,

S,~T am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter
dated the 22nd July 1864, to the address of His Excelloncy the
Governor-Gieneral, on tho subject of the improvement of the Town
and Port of Cauning.

2. Tnreply Tam directed to stato that the Municipal Commis-

sioners for the town lately applicd to the Govermment for a loan
to enable them to enry out these objects, and the Government of
Bengal Tas been informed of the teams wpon which Iis Fxecllency
in Council was disposed to grant such a loan. The Licutenant-
CGovernor has no dowbt i with the C on
the subject.  If on consideration you think thesc offers insufiicient,
any further proposals you may wish to make should be submitted
in a definite shaps to the Licutonant-Governor of Bengal, under
whom all such matiers are properly placed.

T have the honor to be,
sir,
Your most obedient sorvant,

(Signed) R, STRACHEY, Colonel, 1;

y

Secretary to the Goul, of Tndic.

xlvii

.
No. /58C.
Trox
Tir SECRETARY To 1ite GOVERNMENT or INDIS,
Public Works Depariment,
To
Tar SECRETARY 1o e GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

Simle, 14th July 1864

Civil Worls,

Miscellencous.

Sm—T am directed to acknowlodge the reccipt of your letter,
No. 1725, dated the 5th April 1864, addressed to the Secretary to
the Government of Indiain the Home Department, forwarding fox
consideration papers Telative to an application from the Municipal
Commissiones for theTown of Canning for  loan from Govermment,
to cnable them to nndertale sueh works as are considored by thom
essential to the existeneo of the port and town ; and in reply to
communicate the following observations :—

2. Tis obscrved that the outlay which the Municipa! Commissioncrs
consider necessary. is as follows—Rupees 11,52,500 on certain roads,
four in mumber ; Rs. 600,060 on drainage ; Rs. 1,25,000 on protection
of the river bank, and contingencics Rs. 1,867,750, making o total
of Rupeos 20,15,220 ¢ of this sum however they propose to spend
only Rupees 555,190 during the curront financial yeay, viz. Rupees
9,00,000 on drainage, Rs. 50,000 on the xiver ank, and tho vest on
Toads ; to moot this expendituro they have ouo lakh in hand,

3. In your lobtor under reply it is proposed that the balance of the
sum requived for the cstimated cxpenditure of the year, 4%
lakhs, should bo Ient to the Commissioners on the scourity of tho
town and port revenucs, as How cxisting and hereater to bo xaised,
on thie following conditions : 1.—That tho Govermucnt will expend
110 movo public money on the Town; 2—That no farthor assis-
tanco of this kind is to be looked for ; and 3.—That the cstimates
for tho works shall bo approved by the Public Works officers of
Government, and that they shall be cartied ot undor their geno-
1al supervision, the works being restricted to cortain items named.
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4 The  Governor-Cieneral in Council coneurs in (ho seneral
views and proposal of the Licutonant Governor. e Government
i deoply fuvolved in tho success of tho now port inasmucl, as
(irtespectivo of other moze genoral considerations) the guarantee
on the capital of the Calentta and South Fastern Railway ein only
be covered by a traflic that will make that Jino remuneative, and
suelt a traflic could Iundly come into cxistenco excopt s Tesult
of the success, in a groator ov less degrco, of the port, Tho Glovern.
ment bas the strong assurance of the po.
Jectors® of the town and port that g litfle
Govermment help will enablo them to do a1
nted tomeck fis essontial requivements, and the Governor.
General in Comncil is disposed to give them 2 Jimitod amount of

<0, suhject to the conditions named by the Ticutenani.

Governor, and the further stipulation that they themselves at {he

same Lo show that they aud their projects so far Ppossess ho
confidence of the mercantile comnnmity and the public as to
enable them o waise the farther sum which is you. vepresentod
to bo essoutial. On these grounds it has hooy
fo Her Mujesty’s Government to contributs tho sum named by ihe
Lieutenant-Governor, viz 41 Iakhs on tho sceurity named, hut on
the condition that the Mmicipality il simultanconsly aiso 153
Jukhs, the yemainder of the txenty lakhs said to be required. Tt will
be'left o the Government of Bengal to take the neeessary steps for
ascertaining that the 164 Jukhs Jad heen suhsorihod and paid wp
by $ho public, and thereupon the Govemment of Tndi
{heamount 10 20 laldis by & grang of 43 lak
tho terms named Dy the Tientonant-Governor,

recommended

a will make up
hs by way of loan on
7 Tam toadd that the Govomor-General iy Council is distinot-
1 of opinion that it should hencoforty, Tesh with the morcantile
community £ v proof of their hatior iy 10 value of the port,
o anansiiinng 4o Galontta, by enbarking fhos own capital in the
works nocdod by the seitloment, 7y Government. of Tndia has
already don as much a5 ey Poperly Do expected of i, and (he
prejelors must be made fually o wnderstand {hat no furthor

Government aid oan be given for the purposes of the port and
town of Canning,

xlix

6. In conclusion, T am t0add that the actual disbursement of
any geant mast depond on the proposal whicl has beon made being
senotioned by Hor Majosty’s Government,

1 have, &o,
(Signed) R STRACHEY, Colonel, ©. .,

Secrctary to the Gort. of India.

Caleutta, 30th August 1364..
To
Tur SECRETARY 1o tir
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

8in,—The Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Canning
have fo asknowladge roceipt of your lober, dated Augst 0th, t
its oncloswres, and rogret to sce that the terms wpon which Iis
Tieclloncy in Couneil is pleased to_grant, further aid to them for
comploting the most necescary public works at Canning ate equiva-
fent to a rofusal.

The Muwnicipal Commissioners focl that after il wsuceossfol
attempt last yoar of rasing  Joan wpon the seoutity of thir pro-
porty to the extent of tn Jacs of upoes (a itle above two
aes only Tinving been subscribed wp to datc), it would bo. useless
o attempt o xiso fifteon lacs now, wpon preciicly the sumo
sccwity, as nothing has cceurred since o mako tho gencral publio
mse willing to subsaiibe 1o such o Joan; on the contrary, the
same canses {hel havo uctod against fuestments of this n.«muci
namely, dear moncy all over the world, ave still in full foree, nx:;
the partics interested in Canuing property havo alrcady respond-
ed to an cxtent which shows cleily thet they have lost ncither

e nor in the scheme. )
R o —
shows some very decided intevest in, and conbributes hhclll‘nll;\; to-
axds, the foumation of the port and town, the mercatile. Con-
ity will not be inclined to invest further in it.

M




Ttis Tonor ihe Liculenant-Governor is aware that the private
iduals who have inté

in the schome assert
emphatically that they invested their money in it confidently ro-
Iying that the Government had wndertaken to exceute, at its own
expensa, the works which were necessary for the cstablishment of
the port and town, such as tho protcction of the river bank,
the drainage of the ground shown in tho Map as tho town lots,
and the construction of the public tanks and strects. They go
to tho length of holding that the liability of Government to
exeoute these works could bo lezally enforced.  Be that as it may,
tho Commissioners do nob doubt that the lots were purchased,
and the moncy invested, under the bond fide impression that the
Government looked wpon tho establislincnt of the port and town
as its own schemo, by which the arying want of port accommo-
dation at Caleuita was to bo supplied, and they do mot Dalievo
that money would lavo been invested, as has been dono, if the
finpression had oxisted that the scheme was to be thrown ovor by
Govermment, and treated as the favorite project of a few spoculators
hefore half the works have been  cffucted, which are ahsolutely
essential to make the place habitable ail through the year,

Those personally interested in the schemo rely on the various
minutes of Govermment with reference to Port Canning, which
have been passed since 1853, and would draw particular attontion
1o a minute by Sir J, P, Grant, dated 28th May 1859, iu which he

“ Considering the difficulty of obtaining a large wupply of labor
~ on the spol, and the wncortainty which cxisted, wntil the obher
day, when the Railway was guaanteed, asto the ultimate pros-
pects of the intended port, though the work done on shore was
mot unuch, T do not Jnow hat there is mueh roason to complain
of it. But the caeo is very different now that the Railway has
been not only guarantecd hut actually commenced. Tovery cx-
ortion must now be made by the officers of the Public Works Do-
partment to have all that Government Ins to do in the way of
preparatory arrngenent completed by the time when the Railway
is expected to be opencd, which, I believe, may be caleul
two years hence,”

lated at

-

I

Tn the same Minute, alluding to the supply of wator, Siv J. P,
Grant says i—

“Tt seoms to mo that Uhe first point to be attonded to is the pro-
vision of fresh water. There is an idea of laying down water-
pipes along the Railway from Caleutta to the new port, T believe
that nothing short of such a project will suflico to supply the ship-
ping.  Bub in ihe meantime a provision of freshewater fanks,
such as is requisite in every Soonderbun Lot, is a matter of ne-
cossity. Tt is most ossential that no more time should be lost in
making so much of this provision as it may bo resolved it is in-
cumbent on Government fo make in the shape of public tanks ;
for it fakes years to sweeton thc water of a now tank.

Tn such a
spot, where the wholo surface of the counlry is a-wash at ligh w

er
in spring tides, fanks canuot bo too luge or oo many, as the soil
exeavated is the only means by which the sites of the houses can
he raised above the water-line, I wish Mr. Leonard, 1o whom
1 havo spoken on the subjoct, 10 commence as soon as possible, next
dry season, the excavation of a large oblong tank in the contre of
the plot roserved for the Custom House and Marine Buildings,
Uhe carth to bo spread over the whole surface of the plot, At tho
same time, -the other public {anks planned may be commenced
upon ; as labor is available, I would inorease the sizo of ihe tanks
that are to form the contres of the squares from 200 to 300 fest.
1 should he glad fo know if a sleam pump, wherchy the contents
of the tanks could be changed oftener than ence a year, and there-
Dy the sweetening of the water could bo sooner offectedy would not
be usefully omployed here.”

Again, in referting to the profection of ihe sito, Sir J. P.
Grant says i— An carly object should be the scouring of tho site
of the town against an irruption of sali-water during a cycloue.
T bog for a well-considercd roport on tho vertical height and sce-
tional arca of an embankment which shall give the zequisite se-
curity against such o oalamity, so far as scicntifi and historical
enquiry may cuable us to form a judgmont.”

His Honor the presont Licutonaut-Govornor is fully aware how
much remains to be done 1o complete the works here contemplated ;
ts of those who have cntered into the

and, twming from the inter
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schewe, Lo the interests of the public in general, if tho Commis.
sioners refrain from pressing on the Lieutenant-Governor the ab.
solitto necessity of providing accommodation for the surplus ship.
ping of Caleutla, it is beewuse they ave aware that IHis Honor
alveady feels that necessity as strongly as it dosorves,

Tho funds at the Commissioners’ disposcl ave ubterly inadequate
o the works beforo. thom, and the fack ihat Governmont is alrendy
deoply interosted in tho success of tho Port of Canning, by
incurred large oxpenscs in public works, and charged themsolves
with the heavy amnual cost of the port cstablishment, and with
the still hoavior payment on account of the Railway, are ouly, in
the opinion of the Commissioners, additional reasons why the aid
demanded by them should be given,

The protection of the river bank is
tance, that not a moment sl

baving

such paramonnt impor.
A belost in scouring it ; npon it
depend the safely of the sito of the future town, the safcty of the
Reilway works, and tho very existenco of the port as now

The Commissioners, in conelus

planned,
ion, would only remark {hat, while
thy have made overy oxertion fo push fors:

a1 the interests of
Camning, they camot lold themselves respousible for the succoss

of Canning, or for the consoquences thati mag follow the policy
adoptod by the Government,

Tbmust bo olearly undorstood, that whilo thoy contimie to act
cheertully as Commissioners for the Port of Cwing, they protest
against a policy which more th
which Government ars deoply
have hoen induced to invest,

an jeopardises a large property, in
interested, and in which the public
1 have the honor to remain,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
FERD. SCHILLER,

Vice-Chairman of the

Muinieipal Commissioners of Port Cunning.
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Bexean Cuaser o Coary

i,
Culeutta, 21st Seplember 1864.
“Covoxzy, R. STRACHEY,
B Secrelary {o the Government of India,
Public Works Department,
Simla.

Sir,—~The present condition of ihe Town of Canning on the
Mutlahi has been ‘brought to the notice of the Commitice of the
Chamber of Commerce by partics who are interested in its csta-
Blishment as an an

liaxy port for the trade of Lower Bengal, and
the Committes havo received copics of communications addressed
to His Tixeellency the Covernor General in Conneil, to the Houor-
ablo Sir Charles Trovelyan, and to the Government of Bengal, as
wll as of your letter of 10th August to the addvess of My, Schiller,
giving covor to copy of your seply o tho Govoriment of engal of
the 1dth July—all bearing on the question which T am now direeted
laco before you.
With o reprosentation of the circumstances wnder which the xe-
ferenco to the Ghamber has been thought nocessary, and an carnest
d that tho Chambor will support the move-

desire Tias been expres

ment that is heing mado to obtain from Government a move liberal
encomragement than it hias yef given to the scheme, and such pecu-

niary assistance as may he cousidered cssential to its cventual

suceess. . )

The propositions before the Chamber embrace the following

oints - o .

r 1st.—That the necossity of relieving Caleutta of a portion of the

tonnage ariving b the port is daily becoming more pressing.
9nd,—That the commercial public still think favorably of Canning

as an anxiliary to Calentta and ealelated to afford that xelicf.

“Mhat the Chiambor should therefor wige upon Government
¥ of completing the nceessary public woiks at Cauning

without further delay.
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Ath,—That the little intores i

crest which the general mere i
iy has bitherd taken in Port Camning i owin"mtcm‘tt]‘b il
aad stale ot those puili worles which are. ncccssary. {o ans e
porb a it placo to which to dircct ships.

Y to make the

5th.—That il least assistance Goven

ket s 5 has il ko s o o pote e
pari-passi with private subscriptions to the ’At\\l|icil\'l\;“]1"f o
alteady beon subseribed to this Toan a ;).1”]0 s:::l
o e c:;:]e;:;;\l;;fuhcg by CGovernment, the Governmont
sgreing o cvninally o extond their grants o ton lacs, which is

] stated to ho required Lo vender the Port of Canni

habitable and ensurc its safe et o Guoming

G—That individuals vho

als who have to this time iny i
ot s vost
Canning lavo done 0 on the faith of Govermment canryi SR
the works it must have known to be ne s

o : 1y, after having give
the project that weiglty sanction implied in a g e
cent. on xailway capital of £400,000. o
T Committ
Upon these points the Committee would remark that there i
ark that there is

antoo of 5 per

- do\ﬂ:t orl w amnually inereasing mumber of vossels resorting b

s port, and that the time will cor i S
is o ne when it will be found i

:{?Tmmuo moor them all in the viver itself wibhin cm:::xlr“";
ista s preso o
ucsz“clol'd' the present places of business, or evon within h

st un]us of tho pori—the lower oad of Gaxden Teach and

Conipor ;uf the Committce do not think this is very imminont,

ut such increase of trade muy nob ti : ded for

Dy the construction of Wet Dods o thmeonsly be provided o

Thut though the Comnnittee {hink

o think that an anxiliar )

cutta will not for many yoars become a )m(mnmy Mt o

«quently the Mutlah scheme, in so far as it w X lﬂnd o
presumption, was at least prematune, there m.:u::M;d 1(:): -
why, having gonc so far as it has done, Govormment o‘1‘ & mow
venture further, and endeavour to convert into a suc i
ou't')mul:) :\s'sis.bmwc must, it is feared, be a L\il\‘u c“wOSS et v
hclld‘i":t;:;mt‘l‘;imc2‘:,‘.“0‘/ well informed as to what pledges were
held by ° o1 nn'\cnl, to those who took an active part in
‘ g the new port in regard to public works, but it is
able, they thiink, o infor that Government was c\pc‘c‘lczl, {f‘“ﬁi"
as e con-

I

4vuck public xonds 5 and it appears by Sir 7. P. Granvs Minute,
v the correspondence, that the Govermont of Bengal ab thut
losstood iho obligation was upon them to exeava(o public
oont Tands, and seonre the sito of the town front
1t water, during o cyelone, by a propetly con

quoted
time w
tanks, aise the adj
au irruption of s
structed river cmbunkment.

Cerlainly these are
scareely be expocted to take
o works havobeen carriod ontmay b
vest which the gonetal mercantile publie
small amount of

vidual lot-holders- could
and in tho fact that
o found the ox-

works  which indi
upon themselvos ;

nono of thes
Jlanation of tho little int
s daken in the projoct
trado yob diverted o the Mutla.

hore is forcs also, tho Commmitteo think, in
those who have laid oub wmoncy &b Ganning
induced to do so on the faith of the Govermment gu
Mutlah Railvay. It was reasonablo €0 suppose {hat Government,
+ Stato gnarantee bo a line one fouminus of
junglo lot, must have counted the cost and
o construction of necessary public
o port could ot be called into life,
o line otherwise than a eostly

5 and the consequently

L tho argnment that
wn have been

avaniee to the

having agreed o give
which was then a more
have mado up its wmind to
yorks, without which the »
ated to xender

and traflic
failure.
There are two grounds 0!
may appeal to Government ot
1st.—The ground of expedioncy:
9nd.—That Government Tiag nob ful
o aonstruct such works
on ihe streng!
on the improviment of iheir lots.
{hat of expedioncy, the Committce
would represent that the Governmont have guat anteed for 99 years
5 cent, on £400,000, involsing an amnual payment of (£20,000, the
whole of which must be an absolute Yoss if there is failwre to esta-
lish he new port, for the ordinary passongor traflic of tho line

cannot pay the workir

n which the. Committee believe {hey
Dohalf of the Mutlah scheme i—

(illod its cxprossed or implied
undertaking a5 wero necossary to ronder
Canuing Town habitable, W of which individuals

were induced to lay oub money

On the first grownd. viz

ng CXPONSCS:

aps No jmmediate likelihood of the <hip-

Although there is porh
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el e ping aniving in the Hooglly not
gt fnding accommodation, or of ils he-
coming wnmavigable for vessels up to
22 feet at cortain states of the tides,
yeb tho commerce of the port is
expanding with such rapidity, and
there s sueh g tendoncy to inereaso
ihe sizo of vessels that ihe day may
1ot be vory distant when the Mut-
wable assistance as an auxiliary porb.

The Mutlah posscsses nabural advantages over the Hooghly owing
to greater depth of channels and loss formidable tides and the
absence of bores 3 it would no doubt also be less expensive than the
Hoeghly ; and being placed, as the now port is, ab the junction of
other xivers by which a Inige proportion of he products of the
castern districts reach Caleutta by the cirenitous and dangerous route

of the canals, it would certainly heoome o large cmporium for the
sale of sucl produce to the advantage of the conntry trader oqually
with the bryers for exportation,

But it is imposeible thas izade or shipping can be atéracted to the
DAY, or that it can over he other than o failws, until those public
works whicl it is within the province of Government to construck

it

are carried out,

The outlay neces: for these works js stated at about 20 Jacs,
spread over from five {o ten years, of which it is believed one-half
could he raised by the Municipal Commissioners of the Town on
the scewritics of the land and rates, provided that Government

agrees to advance equal sums, pari-passi, on the same seouity.
T this is agreed to, thoso interested in tho Muilah confidently

< afliem, and in the opinion of the Commiitos it may roasonably be

expected, that teade wud shipping will then be divorted to the
Mutlah, that tho port will in time becoma a suceess, and the rail-
way become at loast sl ad of being, as it other-

wise must be, 4 costly failwe entailing an annual loss to the Go-
vornment of £20,000.

orting, i

Under these ciremmstanees the Commitice of the Chamber of
Commeree helieve they are justificd in the recommendation they

Tvii

venture to submit for the favorable consideration of the Giovernox
Goneral in Council, that the enterprise which has developed the
Mutlah schemo to the extent in which it is now scen should he
encouraged to further exertion by a liberal grant of public funds
for the purposes of the port and town, and that His Bxcellency in
Comneil will by a timely and judicious poliey avert that loss to
public and individual interests which it is apprehended must other-
wise ogeur throngh failure and abandonment of the selienie.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt scrvant,
H., W. I WOOD,

Seeretary.




APPENDIX L.

WET DOCKS.

No L.

H. W. I W0OD, Ese.,
Secretary, Clamber of Commerce,

Dean Sm—Enclosed herowith T beg to forward you copies of
some correspondence received from England by the last mail, and
Srom which it will bo seon the Provisional Committeo of tho
Caloutts, Wet Docks and Wharves Company *Limited” ate about
4o depute me to lay before Government plans of the works pro-
posed to be undertaken by that Company.

Upon roceipt of the plans T shall havo much pleasure in submit-
ting them to the Committce of tho Chamber, if they will do me
the honor of granting me an interview for the purpose.

T am,.
Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
FRANKLIN PRESTAGE,

CALOUTTA,
The 3vd.Junce 1864,

Cavcurra Wrr Dooks Axp Witarves Coxpary (Lnuzep.)
11, Greal Queen’s Street, TWestminister,
April 2000 1862
To
FRANKLIN PRESTAGE, Esq.
My ppaR StR,—Mr. Purdon’s letters will have informed you
generally of the steps taken towards forming & company for tho

- would at once compete with the docks, and should they be in the

lix

sonstruction of docks and river walls at Caleutta, but it has been
thought desirable that T should in amore official mamner com-
municato with you in order that you may be in full possession of
the viows aud prospects of tho parties who are moving in tho
mbter ab homo, and your hands may e strengthencd in dealing
with the oflicials and public of Caleutta.

The plans and documents which we were anxious you should
Javo ate nob ready, but I liope to send them by next mail, thercfore
T can only novw write a proliminary letter. Enclosed is 2 copy of
2 lotter T was instructed to address to the Secretary of State for
Tudia in Council which will show you pretty clearly the position
of matters at its date.

With respeet o the plan submitted, T would montion that
it ombraced fhe construction of o capacious wet dock noar the
spot selected by you, and also the construction of a quay wall op-
posite the Custom House and adjacent warehouses.

1t was considered ecssential to embrace both dotks and xiver
walls in the project ; first, because both appear requisite to mect
fhe wants of the trade ; sccondly, becauso it is thus hoped to secure
the support of all partics ; and, thirdly and most important of all,
heeauso if the quay walls were made by any other parties they

Jiands of the Government ov any body excreising control over the
port, and the docks be in charge of a private company, the com-
petition might be very unfair and become ruinous to the latter.

1t is also believed that the quay walls may be construetod accord-
ing to Mr. Brercton’s design more xapidly, and a quicker reurn
De obtained, than could be hoped for in ihe case of the docks.

Another point upon which all parties here are agieed is that the
moncy camnob be found, nor will substantial peopie join the enter-
prise, unless o guarantee from the local Government or from the

port can be obtained.

Tt is believed that dues might be levied, or landing charges made,
under Govermnent anthority that would be amply sufficient for
this purpose without in any way pledging the imperial revenue,
But wheiher authority should be given to tho Dock Company to
lovy tolls, o a River Trust should be formed for this purpose must

be decided by the author: in Calcutta,
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e are in a position to oblain the capital immediately if a guaran-
tec of the character above indicated can Do obtained, thatis,a
guaranice from tho revenue of the port.

The lottor to the Sceretary for Indin will give you the names
of our chief promoters, The memorials were sigued by the most in-
fluential merchants of the several ports.

At the interview with Sir Charles Wood we were well received,
Put he stated that he had determined not to take the initintive in
any purely local business, and would ot cxpross an opinion wntil
1he maticr was referred to him by the Government of India. IE
<0 roferred he would bo happy to discuss the matter with us.

By next mail T hope to send you plans of the works proposed,
and witli them completo instructions duly authorized by our pro-
visional direotors, to onable you to lay before the Government on
{heir behalf certain definite propositions. In the meantime you can
convey to the authorities at Caloutta this outline of our views, and
when the official ocuments arrive you will be prepared to submit
hem, and press for an intimation of the views which the local
Government may think proper to forward to the home aunthori-
ties upon the subject.

T should mention that Mr. Iugh C. E. Childers, ». r., having
accepted office as one of the Lotds of the Adwmiralty, has withdrawn
his name from s, although we may rely on his private assistance,
This withdrawal will in no way affcet the aangements we have
nade respecting capita

Wishing you suceess in this important projeot.

L am, Lo,
(Signed) ~ W. B. LEWIS,
Seey., Tro. tom,

Carcorra Wiz Docks axp Wiarvrs Conraxy (Lireen)
Temporary Offices, 11, Gt. Queen’s Strect, Westminister,

January Gih, 1861
To

e RIGHT HONORABLE mui SECRETARY or STATE
For INDIA 1v COUNCIL.
Sim,—T am directed by the Provisional Directors of the Caleutta

Ixi

Web Docks and Wharves Company to solicit pormission for a dopu-
tation from their body, consisting of Mr. Iugh C. B. Childers,
M. o Mr. J. F. Loith, Mr. D. Mackinlay, Mr. Brasscy, Mr. Tre-
roton, Mr. Purdon and myself to wait upon you and explain the
wndertaking they contomplate.

Tn making this application I am dirceted to submit the follow-
ing brief statement of the origin and objects of the Company, and,
in support of tho same, beg to enelose the following documents,

Memorial of the morchants, shipowners, and others interested

in the commerco of Indin.... . oo - of London
Ditto ditto ditto of Tiiverpool.
Ditto ditto ditto of Glasgow.

Tho object of the Company is to provide snitable accommodation for

the shipping frequenting tho port of Caleulia by the construction

of spacious docks and river walls.

The meed for such accommodation i distinetly stated in the me-
Als and has been wigod both by the Government and the com-
anthoritics of Caleutia.

Various projects have pon discussed for many yoars. Tn De-
combor 1862 Mr. Franklin Prostage, of the Tastern Longal Rail-
way, brought forward a plan for the construction of docks which
was favourably noticod by the local Governmont aud the Chamber

of Commoree.

o papers were brought to Bogland by Mr. W, Purdon (late En-
gincor in Chiof of the Bastern Tongal Railway) in April lat, who
Tuid thom before Mr. R, P, Breveton (Mr, Branel’s suceessor), and
{hoso gontlomon in concert have propaved a design for the constiue-
4ion of docks and wharves in their opinion most suitable for the
port and its trade.

Me. Brorotows gonoral knowledgo and experionce, and Mr.
Purdon's grent local information, together with the matorials colloct-
e by provious cnquiries into the same subject, have cxabled them
Lo suggest  projeet which they can with eonfidence recommend.

Tn July last & number of gentlomen associuted themselves to-
aising tho necossary Tunds and taking the
rying out the undertaking.

gother with a view to
requisite stops for e
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They met with the earnest co-operation of the parties iuterested
in the trade, as the memorials will in some measure show.,

Their proceedings were however suspended by information
received from India that & Municipal Council was to be formed,
into whose hands the banks of the river would be conveyed,

A letter from the Government of India to ihe Government of
Bengal, Public Works Department, dated Gili June 1863, and
numbered 2572, states that it has been decided that the municipal
corporation shall not have charge of the xiver, but suggests the
creation of a body of trustees for the port.

Under these cireumstances the Provisional Directors of this Com-
pany are anxious to elicit some expression of opinion whether or
not it would accord with the views of the Home Government for
the desired works at the port of Caleutta to be carricd out by a
Company formed in Bngland.

The gentlemen who now instruct me to write base the proposi-
tions they have to make upon the project of Messr

Brereton and
Purdon, which contemplates the construction of a large floating
dock at Kidderpore, and sections of river walls to form wharves
opposite the Custom House and neighbouring warchouses and at
the entrance to tho dock. But the designs are of course to bo
subject to the improvements and modifications that may be desired
by the local Government.

Theso works are estimated to cost one million (£1,000,000.)

Estimates of vevenue which have been carcfully prepared from
the actunl tomage of the port and other reliable data show a very
lurge probable income. The saving to the merchants and ship-
ovners trading to the port would also be very great

Ttis lumbly subimitted that to justify any Company in the out-
Ty of the capital, and in undera

ing the extensive and important
works hofore indicated, such powers, rights and priviloges should be
granted as would protect the Company from wnfair competition, and
enable it to seonre a dividend of 5 per cont. Tho ducs that might
Delevied on the trade of the port, cither by a river trust or under
powers granted to & Company, would afford suflicient basis for &
guarantee of such an_ income without in any way

pledging the
vevenues of the State,

Ixiii
. Tam to addin conclusion that the genilomen who instruct me
£o write are now prepared to lay before the Indian Government a well
considered seheme, and have already made such anangements as
il ensuro the proposed capital being raised if the Govermment ave
disposed to gran them terms,
1 have, &,
(Sd.) W.B. LEWIS,
Secretary (Pro. tem.)

No. 3
1 W. 1. WOOD, Fsa,
Secretary, Chamber of Commence.
Dran Sm,—In continuation of wy No.1, of the 3rd June, L.
Doz to inform you T am in receipt of the plaus T am about to sub-
it to Govormment, on behalf of the Calentta Wet Docks and
Wharves Company ; and I shail have much pleasure in laying them
before the Committee of the Chamber ab any time they may fix

for the purpose. ‘
T encloso a copy of the lettor Tam instructed to forward to Go-

Jormment, also a copy of a report by the Company’s Engincers.
Youws faithfully,
FRANKLIN PRESTAGE.

Cavovins, }
14tk June 1864,

5 (L)
11, Great Queen’s Street, Westminister,
May 1861,

Carcurra WET-DockS AND WiARvES COMPAN

S TNCY 11E 'ERNOR GENERAL,
EXCELLENCY 1uz GOV ERNOR GENERAL,
His B or INDIA 1v COUNCIL.

Recuz Hoxoranit Sim—We have the honor to addiess you on
a subject of great importanco to the commercial prosperity of
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Tudia in which we and those whom we represent are much iner-
ested,

On the Gth February last a somewl
copy of which s enclosed) supported by memorials from the leading
merchants and shipowners of London, Glasgow, and Liverpool, was
forwarded to the Right Honorable the Scarctary of Stato for India,
who on the 9th of the same month rcecived by appointment a de-

similar commumication (a

putation from owr body, whom he informed (after discussing tho
objeets of the Company with much interest) that ho could not offi
cially take the initiative in such & matter which must be referred to
the Government at Calentta.

Accordingly we now beg to lay hefore your Execllency the pro-
posals thon made, accompanicd by the following remarks

Vatious plans hiave been discussed for affording those additional
facilitics at Calentta which are wgently required for the accommo-
dation of its luge and incroasing maritime tiade. The most fa-
vored of all has been the coustruction of docks. But no steps
have boon taken towmids providing these, not, it would appear, be-
cause of the objections raised to them, for there has been the samo
inaction with respect to other schemes to which the like objection
could not apply ; but chicfly, it is belioved, because no well con-
sidored plan made by partics likely to earry out their proposals
has heen submitted to the Government of India or the Caleuita
Public.

Tt is the aim of the partics hereto to supply this desideratum, and
they approach the Government with proposals which they submit
are sufficiently defined o admit of their mexits being fully consi-
dered, and to form a basis for a concession,

A careful consideration of the nature of the port and the cha-
xacter of its commerce lias lod to the belief that any scheme that
will adequately accommodate the trade must embrace the supply
of dock and also river wharfage, and that those should ho under
the same management to ensure both being worked to the greatest
advantage and prevent bancful competition, as well as to promote
cconomy in the first cost.

The works proposed are shown on the plans sent herewith, and
are deseribed more in detail in the Engineor’s report appended
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erelo. They consist (Plan No. 1) of a dock of about 50 acres,
and o viver quay, abreast of the town, of about 1,400 yards : ov (Plan
No. 2 of adock of ahout 30 acres, and river guays at the entranee

to tho dock and alongside the town, amounting to 2,000 yards run

altogether. ‘
The estimate for these works is .£1,000,000, exclusive of Jand,
which itis assumed witl be provided by the Government in tho

manner usual for public wo in India.

Responsible contractors (Messrs. Brassey, Wythes and Co.)ave pre-
pared Lo cary out the designs, and ments have beer entered
Dy which the sum required is gnavanteed to be
nent are willing to grant a concession on what

an;

into with capitalist
Jaised if the Gove
ived to be cquitable terms.
siring Lo state the leading features of their propositions
ties horeto wish it Lo he understood

possible, the pa

2y modifications that the Govern-

tlled in con-

anent
forence with the local authorities.

1t is submilted thai any works now undertaken should be on a
sl sulliciently large o meot the exigoncics of the present and
futnre probable trade, should bo capabls nsion Toreafier,
and should o o Luid oul asnob to hinder, but vather facilitate, fur-
tt. These points have been borno in

bt suggest, and Lo leave all det

ments in the
¢ the wor

inpro

proposed.
docks ab Cale

mind in desig
Tt has been urged
duvial chavacter of the
diflienlt, that so large a £ staguant wator inl mpui
tics must necessarily be putrid in a tropical cli-
mate, that the vesscls and warchouses be h !
hecome muhealthy, and that the water of the Hooghly owing to the
ammount of soil hiold in susponsion is not fitted for dock purposcs.
ncoring experience are capable of sur-
and the opinion of the

at owing to the

2 crowded together would

Modern scionee and e

wstruotion, 0
lie contaactors is sufliciont evidence

mouniing the diflicultios of ¢

engineers couplod with that of ¢

of this.
The dock is purposcly
to admit of the waler heing chang

at cach end 50 as

avramaed with entranee 0
o as often as miay be requisite,
0
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s s tho dock kept freo from impurity, whilst its size nd the ar
Jangomentof tho warchouses will be such as to admit of awple o
N s ‘ e
{ilation, and it is believed that the spot may be made perfectly heal
thy. T
"he mud deposited may bo dealt with by scouring, dredging, or
othior means in oxdinary use. - h
The objections b a deck heing xemoved, the next question tiab
presents itself s—whore should it bo placed T )

Tho following sites have boon suggested, viz at Chitpore, on the
Jiver bank in front of the Mint, near tho Tast Indian Railway
Terminus ab Lowrah, or at Kidderpore.

Chitpore is sitnated above tho town and sould involve all the
ahipping passing the wost crowded part of the river to reach it.
s would e a serious objection alowe, b i entails, as a conse-
quenco, scrious impedinents (0 Uhe prospoct of over erecling a
Iridee between Calentia and Howsah, The approich roads asoare
imadequate to weet the trafie, and great difficulties stand in the way

of opening & wiler voad or forming o tranway,  Difficully ko
would b found in dealing with the imp
Barrackpore.

e site before the Miut is already ocoupied by the nalive aafl
and inland rivor boats, and is closo to the quarters of the native
fradors whose interests would have to be pmehased ab considerable
cost, and whose displacement wowld interfero with their religions

tant roads leading towards

1m.j\|diccsv The space also is too Yimited, and this site, as well as
{hat at Chitpore, would involvo vessels passing all the craftin
the vivor beforo ontering tho docls, and intorfore with the bridging
of the Tooghly. -

Many rcasons may bo wrgod for a dock at Howrah ; the groat ini-
portance of the traflic brought by the East Tudian Rr\il\v:y secms,
Lo point o a bridge af somo timo being constrncted to conneot its
4erminus with Calentla, accompanicd probably by dock accommoda-
tion on the western

o of tho river : it is thercoro snbmitted thabno
stops should be taken that would intertere with the vealization
of these prospects. But the whole present conrse of 4rade, tho si-
{uation of the mexchants’ warchouscs snd tho position of the ter-
ini of the Bastern B

l_.'uul Sonth Eastern Railways, and of

g

+ near Tolly’s Nullah,  Aco
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e Tastern Canals, soen to point conclusively to_the Tastom or
Calentta side of Uhe viver, as being that upon which docks shoutd
Jirst bo made.

On tho Calentta side the Kidderporo site offers many and com-
manding advantages. T4 Jas becn recommended by Conmittces who
Tavo woll considerod th nubjoct. Thoro isa bend i the river
epposite Calonita and Garden Reach which

bebween tho anchora
ill madntain decp wator ab tho dosk entrances, - herc s suflicient
apice, mot ocoupied Dy valuable property, €0 admit of a capacions
Jock boing now made and Irgoly extended it needful horeaftor.
Tt admits of 4o ontrauses being most conveniontly placed, and it is
may be casily obtaiued to by a
Tailway from tho cxisting Taatern Jines, and . tramway might he
uniod to it from the qaiys apposite the Custom House, alongside
thoiver : thus aflording communication with the contre of the tow.
This oy be carried past Tort Willinan without interforing
with it

Wheso are wmongst tho considorations that have led to the
<elootion of the sife at Kidderpore shown on the plan- :

With sefercnce to tho advantnges of tho proposed Jivor cmbank-
et and continous quay frontage little need Do said. Although
{he urrent in the river will render the quay @ desirable place
b than {ho dack, there must ever bo & large
amonnt of trade carried on by lighters and yiver boats, and the
s offored by this wha for landing goods close to the princi-
csides tho goneral advantages of

o

unwey

for vessels to lie

pil warchouses will he vary great, I
et of ud bk on tho xiver shore.
to of tho river Hooghly below

reclaiming the lage

16 will be urged by gome that tho st
Caloutta is beeoming o unsaiisfuctory it
ves at tho town could ok be justificd. But it must bo
sgebhier too luge and smportant to be
L or shifted, and thabshiould the river hercafter bocomo
of Tatgo vessols, means would bo adopted
« canal to the Mutlab or works of

alarge outlay in dodks

and
cvidens that, tho trade s alk
abando
difiewlt for the pas
cither by fho construction of : |
fmprovoment in tho Hooshly to aiutain & commani
sea, The proposed works vould then b equally availabic, and

« viow Lo mech sw

aro desigued with el a conlingeney’
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We bog Jeave fusther to submit the following suggestion, viz.
that the Company showld be authorized to lovy tolls in such
manner and subject o such control and at such rates as may be
agreod upon witl the Government, on all vesscls entering the port
and on goods landed ; such rates not to be disturbed wntil the Com-
pany is ablo to declare a dividend of say 10 per. cent. Then tho
Clovernment might Liave power to revisc them, bub not so as to xe-
duce the dividend Lelow this amount. .

Tho tolls it would bo requisito to charge would be considerably
Tess than the expenses now inourred by merchants in lunding their
goods.

The immediate object of this application is to solicit from the
CGovermmont an_ cxpression of opinion—first, whother the project
meets with their approval ; secondly, whether they would concede
the construction of such works to the Company ; and, thirdly, whe-
ther they would sanction the levying of tolls in the monner and
underthe restrictions above mentioned so as o sccure to the Com-
pavy a minimum income ?

Tn the cevent of the Government favourably recoiving these pro-
posals and agrceing to the principleof a concession, we would ven-
ture very respectfully to suggest that an caly intimation of their
views will greatly expedite future proccedings, as undor such cir-
cumstances the organization of the Company would be immediately
completed, and a thoroughly competent and skilled person would he
sent oub in the autwmn to meet the local authoritics, so asin con-
cort with {hom to mature the plans and settle the terms of the
concession,

We have the honor to e,
Right Honorable Sir,

- . r .
Your Excellency’s most obedicnt servants,

Ixix
Canevtra Wer Docks Axp WIARYES COMPANY,
18, Duke Strect, Westninister, Mey Oth 1861

TO THE PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS OF THE
CALCUTTA WET DOCKS A¥D WHARVES
COMPANY.

sernrstes,—Having given fall consideration to the subject of
providing docls and whasf assommodation for the shipping fie-
quenting the River Hooghly ab Caloutte, nd having attentively
studied the different suggestions and plans that have beeu pro-
posed, we beg to offer the followiug obsersations :i—

Tho objests sought have heen to provide accommodation for
for dis-

1s now sing the deep water of the xiver ab moorin
neans of lighters and viver craft,
siver wharves by the construction

rging and taking in cargoes b

and for this some have suggested
of 4 quazy or jettics in front of the business portion of the town s
hilst othors liave beon in faver of the formation of floating docks.
All concur that improvement upon the accommodation already
existing is indispensible.

Both suggestions have their respective advantages, and i is pro-
posed in the plans recompnended o provide for tho requircments of
the trade by a river cmbankuent and continuous whaif frontage
Deteen Chandpaul Ghat and Clive-street Ghat, and floating docks
in the ueighbourhiood of Garden Rezeh at Kidderpore,

The advantages of the viver whart will b that a continuous
frontage way bo constructed in decp water for lugo vesscls to lie
afloat, lauding their cargoos wpon tho wharf ab warchouses or
txaustoning iuto river craft. Deep water may bo obtained with only
a1l enoroachment on tho viver bank, a considerable extent of land
shoro disposed of without

will be reclaimed and the muwddy fo
displacing any valuable trade. On e occasions, when @ mis-
ehiovons boro comes up, i may he prudent for vesssls to haul off
from along side the wharf to mootings in the xiver opposite.

‘e floating docks will xelicvo the xiver ot pool of lage quan-
Litics of ifs shipping, which whon in dock will be at all times in pi-
yacy and quict wator, and will admit of
the convenienco of trade.

all modern appliances for

|
!
|
|
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Tho site for the proposed docks at Kidderpore has been soleeted
asbeing in a healthy neighbourhood, below the pool or portion of
fhie viver Tooghly most frequented by shipping and tho gencial
anchorage, the form of the river at Garden Reach being favor-
abls for the dircetion of the dock entrances and tho maintenance
of deep water, which should e principal considerations 5 at the
same dime the docks will be near the Government Establishments
and in close proximity to tho entrance of Tolly’s Nullah or Canal,

from which there will be groat intereourse with the interior of the
country by the native eraft,

The warchoues or shods will bo airy buildings placed wide apart
50 a8 not to obstrnet free ventilation.

The property required for the docks is nob of an oxpensive cha-
sacter, and bub littlo oeupied by buildings ; communication by Rail-
sway cam be offected with fhe Te

wini of the Tastern Bengal and the
Matlah or South Bastern Railways ab Sealdal, without passing
tinongh dousely populated portions of tho town, and tramway
communication can be made along the river bavk to the proposed
wharves alone.

Should tho condilion of the channcls of the Hooghly ever be-
come such as to call for the carrying oub of any project for a ship
canal o the River Mutlah, which has heen suggested, the situation
of the dock will be favorable for conncetion with it.

n the excontion of the wharf or dock no insurmountable en-
gincoring difficultics need be apprehionded. For the vivor wharf
 method of construction will be adopted suitable for an alluvial
foundation in deep water without extray nt outlay and without
in exceution.

unoertainty or visk
The natwre of the ground,
of the proposed docks, consi

cortained by borings ab the site
ing principally of silt and clay, will
ot bo unfavorable for construction, but the works will be of such a
character s to admit of excention without being dependent on the

expensive contingencics oceasionally ocourring in the construction
of similar works.

Apprehensions ave been entortained of vnhealthiness from
the stagnation of tho water in fluating docks in a tropical dlimate.
Thiswill e provided against by arangements for the frequent
¢ wader through the docks.

passage of large uantities of vi

Tho water of the Hooghly, partieuiarly during the rainy seasen,
Deing groatly charged with sediment, is not well suited for tho sup-
Py of docks, bt tho water from ko sea coming up by te com-
ver, althongh better fitted for

unications with the Mutlah
dock purposes, does not appear to be et a level suflicient toTeep wp
Tt is nocossary

for the conduet of & large trafiic that the enirances to docks shonld

ihe connection between the river and the dock

go of vessels

noar high water for the pas

be throws open regular

\ithout delays caused by the tedious process of Jocking in and ont,

ily  conmunication with the Hooghly, and {he
n other

this requires d
adds deposit from tho water will have to be vemoved,
sustancos, by means of fushing aud hy dredger.

Tyro plaus have een proposod, which accompany this Report,
Toth designed 2o meeb the objec!

od s the most desirable,  The second should be had recourse to

inview. The first is recommend-

only from considerations comected with tho property ab Kidder-
pore.
No. 1 project comprises—

Jst.—A river cmbaukment with wharf frontage of 1,400 y
in length with warchouse sheds, and 21 fect water ab low water
spring tides, extending from the Chandpau? Ghat below the Dank of
Beneal to the Clive-strect Ghat above the Custom House.

Sad—A floating dock or hasin of 50 & ont with a
epth of water ab ordivary spring tides of 23 foct and 21 feeb ab
neape, with npwards of 7,000 feet yun of froutage for vessels with
{he necessary warchouse sheds.

3rd,—A main cutrance lock
with a depth of water upon th : spring
tides, and a sccond entrance lock froms the river 1o foot
Jong and 60 fect in witdth, with L4 fect npon the silts at Jow waler,

s in e

50 feet Tong and 80 fect in width,
ts of 14 feet ab low wi

No. 2 project comprisos—

L The river cmbuukment and wharf - extendivg from the
Chandpaul Ghat to the Clive Street Ghat sume as i No. 1.

onde—A flonting dock or busin of 50 acres iu extent, with &
depth of water ab ordinary spring tides of 20 fect and 21 fect ab
£ 5,000 feet run of frontage for vessels and

neaps, with upwards o
the nocessary warchouse sheds.
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3rd.—An enlrance lock from the River Hooghly 450 fect long
and 80 fech in width, with a depth wpon tho silts of 14 fect at low
water spring tides. Also a junction lock from Tolly’s Canal of
30 fect in width.

4th,—A rivor embankment with wharl frontage of 600 yards in
Tength, with warchouse sheds adjoining the dock cnirance holow
Torb William, with 21 fect of water at low water spring tides,

Tn Iaying on the dock as recommended in the first project, the

most favorable position on the river Iooghly has been sclected
between the entrance to Tolly’s Canal and the Teninsular and

Oriental Company’s prewises, avoiding the buildings of the Govern-
ment Dok Yard and the India General Steam Nav

pany’s works, which propertics and {he river frontage may be
made available for any future extension of the docks,

The erossing of all public roads will be avoided, and the Garden
Reach Road will he diveried keeping clear of the dock property.

1t is proposcd that the communication hotween the Strand and
Garden Reach shall e effeeted, instend of at present over the Hast-
ings’ Bridge, by a new bridgs over Tolly’s Canal, and thus to join the
intended road diversion.

Communication with the Exstern Railwags would be offvted by
th, leaving the South
Bastorn Railway abont twvo miles south of the Sealdah Termims.
The Branch would

a Branch Railway about fonr mile

el

s Toliy's

anal and run along its bank to
Kidderpore for about a mile and a half.
The tramway comnun

ion with the proposed river wharf
would eross Polly’s Canal ab the Hastings’ Bridge and skirt the
shore of the xiver past Fort Witlian,

Aceess by road to the Government Dock Yard and the Tndian
Steam Company’

s would be proserved by the Hastings’

Phridge and a drawbridge across the minor entranco lock.

A railway station wonld be provided for the district near the
Kidderpore hridge at the cirewiar Gavden Reach road.

The level of the public voads ab the crossings of ‘Tolly’s Canal
will admit of the Railway being earried nnder them.

The estimates for the works of the docks and wharves have been
carefully prepared. Ono million sterling will be required for either
of the projecis to provide the works enumerated, exclusive of the

Ix

aequisition of land and tho constyuction of the railway sommunica-
tions.

Tho sceond project s been designed o be adopted in the event
of any insuporablo objections boing raisod to the fust project, from
considorations comectod with the land, or the Government Dock
Yard property, ot the Tolly’s Nullah navigation. ‘

o length of tho floating basin will bo limited, and its capabi-
Jitios for prssing the roquirod change of water loss complete than
in the first design, This has led to the proposal of an increased
extont of river wharf immediately outside the entrance.

We are, &c.,
(Signed)  R. P. BRERETON.
W. PURDON.

"




APPENDIX M

PUBLICATION OF STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT
PAPER ENFACED FOR PAYMENT
OF INTEREST.

Bexean Crameen or CoMMerer,
Calentta, 124h August 1861,
. . LUSHINGTON, Isa.,
Seerclary to the Govt. of India, Financial Department, Simla.

Stn,—With reference to the statement of Government Promis-
rory Notes enfacod for payment of interest in Tondon, which tho
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce were glad to find published
in the * Gazette of 9th wliimo, T am desired to request you will
e so good as to submit for the consideration of His Excelloncy the
Governor General in Couneil the Committecs stion that it
would be extremely wseful, to those who are interested in tho ne-
gotiation of Government Securitics, if the Accountant General
wore anthorised to publish, in the same form as the statement
alieady noticed, the mnount of paper enfaced fox intercst in London
adviscd Dy each mail from Calentia, and of the amount of paper
removed from the London Register for re-tiansfor to the Indian
Registers as advised by each mail from London,

1have, &e,
LW, L WOOD,

Seorelary.

Ixy

No. 2045.
TO e CHHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.

Departient.

Gexmams,—In 1oply to your Seerctary’s lotter of the 12ih
Avugust 1564, T am dircetod o inform you that the Governor General
i Council lias been ploased to authotizo tie Accountant General
to the Government of India to publish in the “ Gazotto of Indix”
pusticulars of the Government Promissory Notes enfaced for th
payment of interest in Tondon as advised by each mail from Cal-
cntta, and of the amount of paper romoved from tho London Regis-

ters for re-transfor to the Indian Registers as advised by cach mail
from London, in the same detail as that given in the statement
which appeared in the  Gazotte” of tho 9th Tuly.
T have the honor to he,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedicnt servants,
FEp. H. LUSHINGTON,
Seey. to the Gort. of Tndia.
STMLA, }

The 23rd Ang. 1861,

Ordered that a copy of the foregoing correspondence e sont Lo
the Accountant General to ke Government of India for the pur-

posc indicated above.




APPENDIX N

FLAX CULTIVATION IN OUDH.

No. 1811,
Taont
Tur SECRETARY 1o tne CIIEF COMMISSIONER,
or OUDH.
To
Tur SECRETARY, BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMIRCE, CALCUTTA.
Dated Lucknow, the Gth Juno 1861
Revene.

Sti,—Tho Chicf Commissioner ventures to draw the attention of
the Caleutta Chamber of Commerco to the flax-growing districts
of Oudl. Novth of the Gogra, and more partionlarly north of the
Raptee, and along the range of hills, flax is grown extensively on
wnirrigated land, not mixed with other crops, as is so commonly
the case, but hy itself. 1t is grown solely for the seed, the value of
fibre heing mnknown,

2. Tho Chict Commissioner has atoly passed throngh this coun-
4ry, and been struck with the extent of the eultivation, and the fine
appearance of the plant, its averago height buing, the Chicf Com-
missioner would say, two fect, when raised on grownd that hias not
already borne a crop, but it is very much the habit to sow it on 1ico
Jand.  With increased care in Uhe culture, it s capablo of great
improvament, as has been proved by Doctor Bonaira, Seerclary,
Agri-horticaltural Socicty of Lucknow, who, at the first sowing
from seed hought in the Dazar, produced flax straw 3 fect long,
which, he says. promises to give a finer fibre than plants raiscd from
English seed, In the public Garden of Baraitch the Chiof Com-
missioner has latcly seen flax raised from English seed upwards of
4 foct high.
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3. Tn othor parts of India the first offorts of enterprize have
been directed to introducing the cultivation, but hore it is al-
toady largely carriod on. Al thereforo that appours to the Chiof
Commissionor necessary s for an Agent of some company to esta-
biish himsolf in the vicinity of tho flax-growing localities, and_ offor
to buy all tho flax straw of a cortain quality that may be brought to
him. The natives of India respond very veadily to the demands of
the market, and will soon fake steps to improve the longth of the
plant it thoy can obtain a faiv price for it ncarat hand, At prosent
tho straw is thrown away.

4. T the company doss not seb wp its own machinery and un-
dertake tho manufacture of fibre from the straw, persons might be
sont skilled i its preparation and capable of tenching the art to
thio people by some simplo process, who will then be able to furnish
the fibre instead of straw. There is no one hovo who is conversaut
with the and the Chief Commissioner knows by cxpe-
sience, having made many brials n anothor part of India, that it is
a delicato operation, for the difforont conditions of the climate in
this country and Burope make it impossible to follow with suceess
all the slages of the rebting procoss as practised in Burope, At the

time of year when the flax is fit for pluckiug the swu is powerful,
and the water of a high tomperature, and a few hows too much
steoping will entirely rob the fiie. Tt is only by repeated oxpori-
ments $hat tho defails of the process best adapted for tho country
will be Joarnt by porsons starting without oxperience,

5. The besb flax is now grown on the vast estate of the Maha-
rajal of who is a most eulightoned Junded propri

and will co-oporato camestly in furtherance of an onterprize of
this nabure, which, he is well aware, will lavgoly houelit him. Tt is
highly probable too, that sowc of the forcst lying atthe foot of
ho Dills trans-Raptee, will bo ava

ilablo for sale under the waste
Tand rules, and failitics for inigation exist in these tracts from the
nuunierous sbreams that issue from the hills,

6. At any rate the Chief Commissioner thinks it would be well
orth while 40 send some one next Febroary to roport on the stato
of tho flax cultivation hoyond the Gogra, and its capability of
improvement.
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7. The Chicf Commissioner did address the Agent, Belfast Flax
Association ab Sealkote, on the subjeet, hoping to turn his attention
to this provinee, but he pronounces the native sced incapable of
producing a good fibre, in which he differs from the opinion and

experience of Dr. Bonaira,
T have the honor to e,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. REID,

Seey. to the Chicf Commissioncr, Oudh.

BexGan CmaMper or CoMMIRCT,
- Calontta, 23rd July 1864.
J. RELD, Ese.,
Seey. to the Chiof Commissioner, Qudh.

S1m,—The Commitice of the Chamber of Commeree desireme to
acknowledge the receipt of your lobter No. 1811 of the Gth ultimo,
and to request you will have the goodness to expross to the Chict
Conmissioner their obligation for having brought to their notice
this subject of flax eultivation in the districts wnder his Govorn-
ment.

The Chicf Commissionor suggosts that it may be worth while to
send some one next February capable of forming an opinion on
the flax cultivation of the districts trans-Cogra to report upoin it
and its capability of improvement,

The Committee think howevor that they may safoly assume, even
without any such 1eport, that lands suscoptible of irvigation, and
with & moderate climate, such as tho northem provinees of Oude
are favored with from Oclober o March, are capable of producing
flax of & quality well adapted for manufacturing purposes when
cane i taken in the sclection of good soed, and it is sown wmmixed
with other erops, and close, 50 as o cause the plant to shoob wup
and preserve a wand-like form freo from lateral hranchies,

Txxix

The question is whethor commercially it ean be grown to a profit,
whethor the veburn from the

same land with the same amount
of Jabour in growing and proparing the erop would ot he greator
if the plant was eultivated solely for the soed, as is said now b
he the case, or in ceroals of some kind. This no doubt could o
most sali ily determined by local invostigation ; bt {he
difficulby is felt in procuring the services of some ono who could
be deputed for such purpose

No doubt every now staple that can he added to the export trade
of Bengal is indireetly an advantage to every one connccted with
it, and it is to the interost of this Chamber to oncourage overy such

though the merel legitimate trade is buying sucl,
products ab the shipping ports, not cxpevimentalising in their
growtl,

Tho Conmittee thercfore, though ihey do nob cxpect much
result from tho reforence, will forward « copy of yowr communi-
cation to the Flax Association in Belfast; and they will also send
copies to the Jocal press for general information,

1 have, e,
MW, L WOOoD,

Seorctary.

Bexean Cravesk or Covunrer,
Culentta, 23 July 1864,
Tur SECRETARY w0 1 FLAX ASSOCIATION,
BELFAST.

Siit,—The Chief Commissioner of the provinee of Oudh has heen
50 good as to draw the attention of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce to the cultivation of flax in the districts under his govern-
ment, and 1 am desired by the Committe of the Chamber to for-
ward for the information of your Association a copy of the com-
munication they have received.

The Committee nolice that your agent at Scalkote has heen
alveady addressed by the Chicf Commissioner on this subject, aud
that there is a dilforenco of opinion hetween him and the Sceretury
of the Agricultural Socicty of Lucknow as to the native sced being
s a good aup. Probably you have heard
Doint ; nevertheless e Connmittee consider

capablo of produc

Trom your agent on il




4
e Chiof Commissioner’s Tettor of sufficient  importanco {a ,1
forward Lo you dircet, and they trust your Association will take the b
holo question into considerabion and favor thom with the expres. l
sion of their views upon it.
‘T have, &, | APPENDIX O
1L W. 1. WOOD,
Suorelary.
'T—* " . COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE NORTH
1 Inoian Frax Co., Layirep,
elfast, 24th Sept., 1561 . WESTERN PROVINCES.
To ;
Ty SEQY., DENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE, . No, 766 or 1864.
Carncurra,
Si1t,—1 have the pleasure to acknowledge veceipt of your lotter i Frox

of 23id July, enclosing copy of lettor addressed to you, by tho
Sceretary of tho Chief Commissioner of Oudh, with regad to W. CHICHELE PLOWDEN, Tsq.,
flax cultivation in that district. 1 have 1ot as yot had an oppor- ’ Sterctary, Bocard of Revonve, N. . Py
{tuniby of placing these documents bofore the Board of Dircetors,

but having consulted with the Chaitman, of the Company, T beg 7o
to stato Uhab with the opinion before us of our agiicultmist
unequivoeally oxpressed that “native teod is incapable of pro- . SIMSON, Esa.

Aneing a good fibre? it could searcsly Do oxpocted. that the Di- : Secretary to Government, Novth TWestorn Provinces,

Yoctors of this Company could adopt any moasures antagonistic to
iho opinion thus communicated, I have the authority of our Cliaiv- ; dated, Allahabad, the 24tk October 1661,
man to A that those i din the ivation of flax

Present :

in the Oudh distriet, should send forward here samples of the flax

1aised from the native sved ; and immediately after reecipt of such o
. NEY, B3, -
1 shall advise you very decidedly as o the practicability of its ad- Jusson et

option in virtuc of its fibre.

im,—T am directod by the Sudder Board of Rovenue, North

: 1 bog to assure you of the good wishes and the auxicty of the Westorn Provinces, to submit tho following report on the stato

: Ditectors to assist in the advancing gonorally of flax cultivation. ) and prospeots of tho cotton erop in thess provincos, and tho cs-
poba T aw, timated out-turn as compared with thet for 1863,

b Si, o, Tho following table will shew that the prico of coton was

e Your vory obedient sorviut, maintained al the extreme ates of from Rs. 30 to 40 & maund,

4 1L M. SHERATIL, and that about the sowing scason it ranged from Rs, 3 to 40, that

i . toa shilling per Ib,
Seey., Tndian P Go, (Ld.) in, from 204d. toa shilling per

Q

BN




Ixxxii
4 . ] 2 2 £1 &
I - & ] = 2 8
Cloze of December 18€! 0 040 0 i
- Januay 186 0 an o
» February 1864, 0 n\m o
i March 1884, 0 o0 o
" Apil 1864, 0 040 0
» May. 1861, 0 010 0
» June. o ¢10 0
” July 0 040 0
» August 1664, .| 12010 0
- Scptember1Std, .. 1230 627 s

3. Within the last two months, the market having been dis-
urbed by rumouwrs of peace in Amorica, the prics has fallen through-
out the couniry, and is now reported in many chiof marks as not
ranging higher than from 18 to 22 rupees.  But the provious great
demund and cager competition of speculators had their full effck
upon the eultivators of cotton throughout the parts of the country
suited for its growth, In tho Appendix will be found oxtracts from
the district reports shewing the high xatos of contract ab which
the cultivation was bespoken and, generally, the immenso gains
realized by the eultivating community. It is not doubted that {he
groat majority of the profits havo, this year, at loast, reached
to those immediately conncoted with tho soil. The eultivators
have beon generally froed in the first instance from the old
standing olaims of their mobajuns, nd have realized a luge sur-
plus ; bub it is feared that the lbits of the country have not en-
couragedthe saving of any parb of this nnexpected income as capital.,
Meanwhile, however, the result has been vory materially to improve

the condition of the Zemindars and ryots throughout the western
hall of these provinces.
4. The scason has been a very unusual one. The setling inof the

Tains was deferved 4ill near the middle of July, in some places till
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noar the end of thab month 5 and it was fuwred that the cobton crop
which ought to ho sown at latest in the first weclkof July, would have
suffored in consequence,  Bub for the excessive stimulus afforded by
the excited state of the market, it is prohable that this would have
Dboon the case, and that vory little cotton would have been sown,

As ib was, the aven sown was greater than that of last year by abore
50 per cent.

5. The rains wore everywherd scanty ; but in the cotton districts
tho fall was distributed in 5o favorable a mavmer that the crop pro-
misos to bo very productive, The showers came in such timely |
suceession as to nourish the  plant, while they did not obstruct the

procens of wosding, Creater care anddiligence was natwally shewn
by the peoplo in tho eulburc of aerop which was cxpooted b yield
so large a xebum, M. Forbes, for instance, writes i—

« Tt hns boen noticed by every one that the care bestowed upon the
cobbon lands this yoar, excoeds that over known beforo. Men, women,
and ehildven wore continually o bo scen in tho field,—weeding, clear-
ing,loosening tho earth about tho young plants, and fondly contem-
pluting the crop upon which all their hopes are this year cautred.”

6. On acoont of the great value of the crop, it was to 7
bl extont irrigated whore water was readily prooutable; whereasas
arulo it used formorly to be left entirely at the merey of tho vain of
Teavon, Indood, in the prosont season, it was to some extont sown

consider-

and irrigated, in anticipation of the xains.

7. Tn the Moornt, Robilkund, and part of the Agra Div
erop is described by the latost yoports as flourishing. Tu some placos
it s bermed “magnificent,” and aluger yield anticipated than was
ver Tnown before,  But olsewhere the carly cessation of the rains,
and the dvonght consequent upon tho very spuring fall of the souson,
(ot onc-half, in some places nob even  third or a fourth, of & full
avo bognn bo toll upon tho plant which as drooped

ons, tho

avorage fall), b
and partially withered beforo tho time of flovoring. In Bawah,
tho loss is ostimated by Mr. Hume in somo. pergunnabis ot as mnch
a5 75 pox cenb. 5 and whereas for bis whole distriet Dis estimato was
05,000 manmds, a fortnightor hreo weaks of this dronght has mado
Tiim reduco the oxpected out-turn to 52,000 In some other quartors
4he effect hasboen obscrved in the limited shew of buds.

& Ou tho other Tand, the ain which would have xestored ihess
fading plants, wonld have injurod the first pickings elsewliore ; 5o
4hial e contined abscuce of 1ain ab the proseut time, has not oo
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without its advantages, And upon the wlhole a favorable cotton The following is an abstract by divisions 1—
Tarvest may be expected. -
The following are the details from cach district : Anps ovr-runy 1x Mausps.
AREA_AND OUT-TURN 1IN 109 0
M \uw)s m' &  SLERS DivisioN. 1863, 1864.
DISTRICT.
R — R,
1862 1801, : Avea, | Mawnds. | Area. | Maunds.
Aeres. |atawds, . ]\rccmt . 272‘407 401,205 728,200
Dey, . . 3 ool 1o L X 10 731 1,365
" oo * Crop described ¢ magnifi- Cum: 365
et 10000 70y O s T ; Tohilkmd, 7 231,000 303,125
(u,lm 1,,,»:"0 10! vlmua ditto_ Collector cati- | Awra, .. 299,050 547,700
Jlt;lrlummmluu’ 0 S0 a0l 1,60 0n0mres 1700 i, bt thin Tiimior 20757 | 14640 5,200
A ! 101,570 7] 278100/ 161500 262,000 Fitvest very promising, ‘Allahabad, 275,000 | 170,000 297,500
: 4,406 1,466 5,576
Meerut Division, ..} 2,72,407| 4,01,20¢( 4,02,450] 7,28,200] Benarcs, L. s
O [ i e |
= I 35,688 21,99 048,060
Dijnour, .. .. .| avse)  Kuesol 6,000 67,160 orﬂmmuhn'( Tolal ... \]’] 5,688 l L1211 ‘ ! "
74,0000 00l aGinf Colieetor stales crop to Lo
"7'”02 st “gn; p{c&;ﬂbinu, Lin t‘.!lhnnlw only a
30,00 Sil ,620(54,000 mavnds ;. Low- N 5 Wi Vi rea 730,000 acres in tho presont year,
s 20400 Tei0nloven e bl L s (i g 9. Thus wo have an area of 1,730,000 acros in tho p ¥
W"I 2150] 262000 A mand per acre against 1,136,000 of tho preceding : and an out-turn of 1,949,000
1000 273,150 3.63,12 mannds, as compared with 1,192,000 for 186:
Muthna, 150000 148750 Crop G 30, Tn many places, it is stated Ut if tho season continnos favor-
(R |°1 000 l,‘w,g«m Q,":,s)» nu % bt i cipation of able, the yiold will excool the estimate,  We shall nob bo far wrong
Yanfon - B ) e i in puting tho oxpected yiold ab tvo millions of maunds, or
i lcu]vmc,“ o 14.400) 500 H o
o (.1" 10,000} m,unn Unm Collector ';t ‘lnst catimated i 160,000,000 of s,
2 0 o s, bt on e i : . i1 varions quarters. ib s osti
Apa Dmston, o .,.ou\ L‘mm 265,500 517700 of dwlll“m i el e 11, From enquirivs made in vavious quarkors, it is estimated that
Sadoun oo ; kit off (he fast Listhy about one-fourth will ho retained for «|nnwshc‘umlsulnphon; and
ghawit, 0L a0t SEsto the vomnindor or 120 willions of Ihs. exportad, oither for consump-
allutpore e Les iy 1600 1,20l {ion in the Tastorn districts where cobton is not produced, or (which
Jhansie Division,..| a,767| 14,610] 61,750 ﬁ: 500 will form the greater part) fov exportation to England. Should
covmpore, .| e Q, s - " prices materially fall, ihe proportion retained for congumption in
T mf‘s‘uo o T i C'“‘;'F“‘*;”‘:‘Rlv . i the conntbry will be greator. .
ipore, . 1| 55.000) its00 % Crop il bo affeetedby dsoneht ’ ; povh by the Clovern-
Banda, 7L gl S Ditto "ditto. TN B 12, Refersing now o tho points noted for reporé by tho Govern
alabad, o S0ji00] 56008| o760 Ditlo ditto, ment of India, T am directed io state that the increased wrea for cot-
Allababad Divn., .| 2,72,000] 17 ¥ o
phabad Dl .| 376,060 1,76,008 400,114 fon s been obtained by the divplacoment nainly of the autumnal
Jounpore, .un 703 2,200] 0 . T 6, dee., @ artly also of wheat,
Azimpgurl, ! 55| 161 1 Sewn with othior crops and crops, jowar, bajra, pulses, lontils; &e., and partly
%x‘l?.‘.‘ft' o e,og 2,000 . ] | pisvo l.‘..m,:m domustic con-
o] 0| k .I'\ sampticn, —————_-_’——'—“
Ghazeopore, .. .| 3681 1,081 4500 4, ’J The figures for iave Bien genorally corrccted by the District Office:
enaes Dive 7 e Tt rgor out-tiura (s was amtlcigaled,  Se6 PUAgsph € of Dot
uares Division, .. 4,145] n1gs) s8] 6 Yepor ated Gth J-ln\myhu.
Grand Total, .. |,ns,(ssiu 122,051/1,750,681) 1,018,060|
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Among othor staples superseded by cotton are Indian comn, rice,

indigo, gram,—but to a smaller extent. Lven sugar-canc has boen

put aside oceasionally to make place for cotton.

13. In several districts, it is noticsd that new lands have been
Droken up for eotton ; and no doubt the same has taken place in
respect of other orops; the higher demand and price making it
worth while to till less productive lands.

14, Tn badly any quarter has tie apprehension been expressed
that the extension of cotton eultivation has inereased the prico of other
agricultural staples by diminishing their productive area; or that
it will do 0. The tendency no doubs will be in that divection ; but

there will bo incrensed production to meet the demand,

15. Prices indeed have risen, and are vising ; but there aro
othor cases at work,  The extraordinary fnflux of monay, abbribu-
fablo in great part to the high rates of cobton, as materially in-
ereased fhe enriency in these provinces, and as a nec

1y conso-
quence has raised prices gonerally,  Next, the stock of grain, owing
to a succession of bad seasons, is low ; and the very goneral failure
of the Thurcof in the Lowcr Doab, and, in the Benares Division,
affords tho prospeot of a further diminution. Indecd if rain do not

fall in time to facilitate the Rubbeo sowings, thas crop too will bo
in those quarters serionsly affcoted ; and a very sensible searcity,
bringing grain to almost famino prices, may be approhended, In
{hese circumstances, any falling off in the production of grain owing

to its displacoment in the castorn distxicts by sotton, may produce
an offect, but it will be hardly appreciable in the midst of such
Jargely disturhing canses.

16, The Native manufacturo of cotfon is overywhere spoken

of as depressed. Tn the eastern districts, the trade has almost
obs0 in the Westorn districts, where though dull,

cntirdly ocnsed
it is still supported by the supply of cotton grown on tho spol.
T some of theso distriots indecd it 35 ovon montionod as slightly
ng. And undoubtediy so soon as prices sink, and the induce.

ment to exportation is diminished in a corrcsponding degree, more
cotion will reach the local manufacturer, and the trade will rovive,

Tt requites capital to maintain the machinery for Turopean manu-

factures, and to keop it in readiness for re-opening the works ; bub
in India no capital is needed to re-open tho manufackuro with its
rude implements and scanty appliances. In seasons of colton-
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seaveily the weaver can Delake himself to the ficlds or to other
Linds of Jabor, and again when the supply is plentiful, retun to
his old trade. Such it is probable will he the case in all the eotlon
growing districts ; it will also be the caso in the eastern districts,
but not to the same exient, if the reports of many weavars having
emigrated to the Mauritins and elsewhere bo well founded.

17. There appears tobe o tendency in many quartars for the irade
in Buropean fabrics to becomo Drisker : and it will Te obscrved

from the cxtracts under this head that an fmprovement has ac-
tually taken place already. The requirement of the connry, as
Tast yoar, is said to bo a coarsor, strongers material than that sup-
plied by England. But it may he donbted whother England will
cver be ablo to compete in the production of an article in which the
cost of manufachure hears so small a proporiion to the cost and
weight of the material, and its freight to and from England. The
convsor and heavier fabics will apparently alwags he produced in
avor England,

India ab an fmmeasurable advant

18, But for atmosb all tho finer
Jufackure boars any considerable proportion to the cost and weight
t ronson to supposo that Tndia can compote

abries, in which the cost of ma-~

of thematorial, it is ag
with the capital, machinery, and improved methods, of England.
"Pho present crisis s only hastoned this conelusion. And it can be
averted alone by tho ishment i Tndia of ios based
wpon the same systom and with the same advantages of capital and
machinery as thoso in England. Tho aftompt tomake the oxperi-
ment is spoken of in some quarters.

The Dhavwar soed, which was imported from Madras, at the
instanco of fho Board in their last xeport, arived too late to be
distributed for the prosent soason. Bub it will bo tried next sea-
son. Tt tho existing wnparallelled domand for Indian cobton shall
Tave tho result of introducing into goneral cultivation a seed yield-
aple, the advantago, otherwise tuavsiont

ing a finer and a better st
and temporary, will loave o permanent and important blessing be-

hind it.
I have, &,y
W, CHICHELE PLOWDES,

Seerelury Board of Revenite,
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APPENDIX.

Spmanoront,—On the danand for Bnglish Goods and the state of
satize manufasture, Me. Th, D. Roborbson writos,—

«A very limited domand exists in this distiict for any linil of
sloth in consequence of the grent increase in price which has taken
Jlace, and this demand is confiued almost entizcly to the cousor na-
tive manufactuves which are considorcd moro endwring than import-
od cloth, Tho mative weavers ave socuring moro work perhaps
“han during 1863, stll o larze mumber of this class find groat difli-
eulty in supporting themselves. and many have becomo eultivators,
combining where possible the cultivation of cotton with their former
acoupation. Tho finer descriptions of cloth made from Bnglish
‘hread are not now mantofactured, and Tnglish cloth is only pur-
chased by the most wealthy portion of the community, The Tehsecl-
Qurs in their reporis remark thet the peoplo would willingly pur-
chiase Toglish eloth i they possessod the means of doing so, but it
- soms impossiblo to caloulate, with auy approzeh to cortainty ozard-
mg tho probablo future demand for this cloth. ‘The raports rosetred
in this district would, however, cloarly indiente, that until a very
Jargo reduction takes place in the price of Tnglish cloth, the de-
miand will e very Jimited.” '

Moozvirunxvacur—DProits of Coiton cultivation. MMr. Martin
says,—

“Thoro i quite a mania abroad to grow cotton.  High and low
A1l are busily engaged in taking up land for tho purposo of pro-
ducing fhis valuable crop. As proof of this, and T do not thinlk it
s ireelevant to stato the fact, my private servants have hived lands
in the neighbonhood of my residence from leasc-holding
tonanis, that is, tenants cultivating linds on cash leascs, called
“tushlhees,” ab Rs. 14 the Jkntcha beogha, or Rs. 7-8 the acre.
thcy know nothing ahout the cultivation of the land, but they are
impressed with the idea that they ate sure to mako thoir fortune oven
if a part of the crop fuils.

«Tast year Mirza Vikar Ali Beg, the intclligent. Deputy Collector
of this district, sowed for his own private use one pukka beegali of
Jand in Moozuffarmuggur kusbah. A liftle short of two of thes
ukka beegabs go to the aore, The out-tum per pukka beogals was
as follows t— -

‘Fhree mavnds of cotton pods (Kupis) from this was extracted.
One muund of clean cobton, market value, ... . Rs. 3000
Al o maunds sced (Bonowl) o e eoom 330

) Total, 3330
The cosb of production )
Tenb for one pukla boegahy oo e e 210
Labor, ploughing, weeding and picking, .. 780

Total, 990

This docs nok inchude tho value of stubble wsed as fusl- As this
4 & small ftom, 16 may be left out of the caloulation. 1f a native
sentleman cultivating through others ean make thiis profit, we may
atuly coneluds cultivating propristors and tonanés mrlke ch more.
L am b loss to conceive how the Manchester Chamber of
out that the towure under which land is ald in

Commerce Ma
Tudia, hapedes the cultivation of cobton  in xeality thero s no sueb
fpediment. The cultivation is going on ot yapid srides and displac-
ing ofher crops. The minuto sub-division of Janded property has
o doubt tho oficat of proventing the asenmulution of capital, and
thoreby tho means of purchasing cotton, deaning and prossing in-
Strumonts ; bub privato companies aro springig up all over the
somniy, and providing the necessary apparains o the trading classes.
As long as prices remain steady, Danchester need not foar any con-
Tand sown with cotbon, This will ineroase
1l the demand has beon satisfied—if,
ace in America or preduction

{actor, or the breadth o
annually up to tho mazimun, &
prices fall considerably owing to pe
Bseshoro, fhen tho cultivation will fll too. Atiention should be
o maro to th best mode of cultivativg and watoring.  The
tely tanslated iuto the Vernaeulat and

numerons directions 1
applied this desider-

Jistributed among landlords, have in amensuie s
atm, and T havo litélo doubt that thete will bo much improvement.
Comparative conswmption of Native and Lnglisic Stufls.— T conti-

o 46 hold the same opivion expressed in my previous xeport 0
Led the consumpiion

{Lie Board, that high prices have hitherfo prever

of inglish cloth,  Where peoplo woro B0 it of clothes, they now

o ons, Tho brade in country-mado cloth suffors from the same

ssion. The raw aticlo lias risen to double the price Native
- R

dopt
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cloth that used to el for 13 annas the yard, now sclls for 3 to 31
annas the yard, Wages have not risen equally in proporiion, conse-
quently the demand has much slackened, aud nativo weavers finding
4o trade not so profitable asib used to bo, have loft their Tooms for
daily labor on public works, such as ronds and canals, &e.

«Thore i a. considerable quantity of lome-mado cloth manufac-
fured by the producers, this is found to be cheaper than buying
«cloih in the bazar. Cotton is spun into thread by the women of
‘the family, and woavers are hired to maks it into oloth ab so much a
Wi, I Liave no means of ascerbaining Lo what extent this is
carried on all over tho district, but there can be little doubt it
affocts the consumption of ordinary-made country cloth.

The following reburn ialken from the books of a fow dealers will

shew the sules of Tnglish and country-made cloth in the town of
Mooznffunuggar :i—

Toiai Cotr, Courry Cromm. Torrar.
Mosrz,
Yads | Amount. | Yards.| Amount | Yads.! Amount,

May 1863, .. 19210 | 9,000 0 of 7as| 800 0 0} .13 | 4400 0 o
Juno 1503 LSCIB | 2700 0 0 34co 100 0 0 00
Juiy 1863 L) 830 2,200 0 0| a0 80 0 0 00
Avgust 1563 .| 7s30| 2100 0 0f 0| 500 0 0 00
September1863..[ 5810 | 1,600 0 0| Yr| 150 0 ¢ 00
Octobra 1503 .| 4696 | 1,659 0 0| 66| 20 0 0 00
November 18631 9397 | 1,550 0 0 £133| %0 0 0 oo
December 1853 7805 | 1,800 0 0] 007 | © 460 0 0 00
Jamuny 166t .| 5909 | 2,30 0 ol fes| 02 0 0 (N3
February 161 .| 5719 | 1,000 0 0 427, 400 0 o 00
March 156t ..l 5408 | 1,525 0 o] aeev| 450 0 0 00
Apil 1364 THO | 2050 0 0| 4s00| 450 0 0 00

Total,..| 53377 | 21, 01 479 | 4800 0 0130596 | 20,47 0 0

xei

Tnglish yam is not sold in this disticl. Cownlry thrend at §
chittacks to 12 chittacks por rupee. Quantity, sold for twelve
months about 2400 rupees,

«itho conclusions Ly be deduced from the above enquiries are
three i—

1t jon of English factured cloths has heon con-

tracted by the great 1ise in prices.

ol —Nativo manufactured cloth is also lessoned, the trade is
sufloring from tho high price of the xaw muterjals.  Many looms
have been abandoned.

4 5rd.—Home-mado country clolh is mannfactured to a greater
extont than before by producers of cotton, this being found eheaper
than bazar cloth.

« 41 —Manehester must sond info the market coarsor and cheap-
er stull, 5o as to meek the wanls of tho millions of the poorer
classes in this country.

Mueror.—Prafits of Cotton Cultivation. Mr. W. A. Forbes, ¢. 5.,
writes,—

T may monlion « fack which decides the question as to the
genoral opinion of Uho Nalive community. One villago of Asorah,
a Doegahs under cotlon this

in the Hawpur Tehsil, has 300 puk
year, they have sold tho crop ab prices
waund, engaging Lo supply 300 mannds in Novewbor aud

anging from 21 to 26 Rs.

por m

December.
«iho Government Revenuo of this same village of Asorah is
Rs. 2,300, Tho cost of 300 maunds at s, 26 is Rs. 7,600, equalling
ir sugar-oano, wheat,

wpwards of 3 years’ ontiro revenno, leaving their
cotion in future years, and all other crops, on the net profit side
of tho account.”

Price of Cotton Contracls.—* Speculalion evidently ran siot, and
the renction was severe. I fear thore must be sovero losses and
Qissters amongst thoso who bought up the extravagant xates of
Tast yenr. And who hiave cven this year beon making advances
wpon conteact at Rs. 28 Lo Rs. 82 per maund, bubthis hasnot
taken place to any ruinous extont, hero is at this moment &
market, pully afising from an over-
aco Deing proclaimed fn America, and

goneral panic in the colion
confident expeetation of pe
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partly no dowbt from the desire to dzive down the price below the
just market 2ate, and thas cowpensate for the high advanees alieady
made.”

Native and Buropean meamifacture.~
fay cloth, as wight have been expected,
Jather the contrary, whilst the general compl
Jity continues to deteriorato; it is becomir
flimsy in its textme,  Tn two *Telsils out of
. s ibis xepostod that the sale of MManchestey
wtlls s slightly o tho fncrease, T ho othor parts of the district

«Tho manufacture of coun-
Ias mot increased, but
aint is that tho qua-
lighter and more

¢ Baghput wd Sir
anama.

ihe domand is said to bo stationary.

“ yen here, in Uppor Iudia, complainis aro made that the Furo-
pean importers have learnt the art of mixing extrancous substaices
with tho cotton thread in the mamufacture of cloth.  Tirust this
way soon be puba stop to, The Natives like to cheat, but cannot
bear being cheated, and English . cloth will be locked upon with
suspicion.

Rommcusn —Proits of Cultivation, The Commissioner, Mr.
J.D. Tnglis, says,—

«Tho large profib made during the pasb year by cotton enltiva-
Lion has enabled the Asumees to free themselves from the money
lenders, and has materially improved their condition. This is
observable in nearly all the villages of the Barcilly district. The

houses have been nowly thatehed, and notwithstunding the high
price of cotton stafl, the people are generally wall elothed

«he present prosperity of the agrioultural classes in this divi-
<ion §s not however entitely owing to the ligh prico of cotton ;
the incrcase in sugar cultivation lias been nearly as largo, whilo the
profits arc even higher.

W The resilt of the plentiful supply of silver inbroduced into
the villages of this division by purchatcrs of cotton and sugar,
Tias heen axise in the pricc of grain of all kinds, The profits,
however, have, gonerally speaking, gone to the Zemindus and Cul-
divators, and nob to the Bumneabs. The cultivators having
heen able to pay nearly the whole of theiv rents from the profis of
their cotton and sugar crops, have relained the grain in their
own hands, and sold it at the market rate of ihe day, instoad of
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disposing of it to tho Pummeahs as they woro formorly ubliged o do
ab il village market rates.”

On s compraratize merits of Buglish and Natiee Stufis, he adde—
acleancd cotton is now selling at the rale of ono scor Lo chil-
Lacks the rupee, and tho fmpression scems general that it will vise
cven lighor, for Targe sums havo already beon paid by speonlaters
who are purchasing up nexb scasow’s cotton ab the yate of two
erod wneleaned to ihe pur-

secrs the rupeo, the cotton to be
Flis will give little more than two Ibs. of

chasor when ripe.
:, but o an averago orop will give a

cleaned cotton Lo the purehas
Drofit of upwards of Rs, 50 for eash asre under cotton to the oul-

tivator,

«Toven if he prosenb prico of cotton continuos, T doubt whothor
thore will bo any inorowsed demand for impozted cotton stufls,
culbural population,

oxcopt among the wealthier classos. Tho ag
ad the Jower olusses i towns, profer tho couiso country-made
olll, as it is found, Lo be more lasting than thab fported 5 il s
qaid, that cloth woven from Land-spun thread is tougher and more
Jurablo than thab woven from maching-mado thread”

ana Davision.—Tn respeet of the sepurate markels for Exyapean
and Nalite goods, M. G. . Turnbull, the Commizsionor, makes the

Sollowing pertinent remarks i—

« T vogard bo the state of native cloth manfactuxe and of the
ko, present and prospoctives of Brglishanado cloth. T would
scrvo thab both hivo suflored, and axe still in a Jow ind dopressed

condition, from the same causo 5=y

jously tho high prics of the
pices, aud as  necessury comsequonce, dheck-
wud for the manufactnred goods.  Bub

s worked in cach sopa-

v matorial cahiancing
ing and resbricting tho dew
I alfecting both cquadly,
 of the cffcat of the trado upon the other.
he two,  The markets e

this cause thoug
yately, and independent]
« Phore ix no real competition bebween ¥
. porfectly independent one of the other, and as both ate
o deprosscd from the same cause, 50 cqully e yomoval of that
canse would tond to aiso and revivo both.
i cluss of consumors and the desaription of cloth which cach

distinct

ent, and the consumption is regula
and n its own cirdle

s roquire is wholly di
by tho wants of cach within ils oWl ncabs,

of sapply.
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e hotter elasses wear nothing but Tnglish cloth, and o 1iso
in pricos, wnless absolutely prohibitive, would drive them to wse
wative cloth for purpases of ordinary wear. The only offect would
be to malé them ceonomise and retrench in the quantity of their
consumplion. Auiongst them, the Tnglish market is made, and it
has long sineo driven onb the native mannfacture of the fnor kinds
which they profor, and which could not competo with it.

“The Naiive manufactuzes now in these parts comprise, with
the oxception of turban cloths, nono bub cloths of tho conrser kind,
which ae considercd skronger and more durablo in wear, and are
corlainly ab the same dimo far cheaper in their cost price than
any Tuglish cloth of the same texture that could be imported,
They ave thereforo purchasod in proferonce by the pooror classe
who conld a0t afford the higher pricod English cloth, aud the de.
wmand for them continucs tho same, limited in extent by tho means
of their consmners, but uninflacnced othorwiso by the state of the
Boglish markeb. A large proportion moreover of the agriculinral
population have their own field-grown and honso-spun colton ma-
pufackured in the country loows for home consumplion, and aro
s in & measure independent of the general markot.

“Thore is no doubt that the high price of cotton has heen se-

verely felt in both markets. Tts effect on native manufactures T

been to close, as I am informed, about one-third of the looms

that were working last year, and on the English maket to checl
demand, and detor Native merchants from sending orders to any
considerablo extent till their stock in hand is oxhausted, and the
prospects of the future show themselves more clear

¥, but with
any fall in prices the natural results must follow in both cuses.
Jonsumption will inerease, and with its supply the native looms
will again bo sct to work, and the demand for English cloth will
also revive, and the market bo restored to ils former state.

« Prices have already fallen vory considerably from 35 and 37 Rs,
per maund, at which rate advances wors made ab the commence-
ment of scason, to 24 and 22, and if this continue, the result may
be anticipated at no vory distant period.”

Acus Disturcr—Torlion of Cotlon crop refained for dom
conswmplion.

tic

xev

Me. W, Kaye, Assistant Collector, wiiles— An cstimale bas
Joon oblained from cach villago of the amount of cotton which

would probably be kept for villago consumption, Theso estimale

give 52,502 anwmds for Uhe consumption of the whols distriet,
Jeaving 1,56,202 mannds to find s way to the markot,

Native and Minglisic Goods.— With “rogard to Native oloth
manmfacture, 1 have consultod thoso bost qualified togive an

opinion on the subject, and that opinion is, that Native manuf
¢ by your. Tt has to contend against the

Lare ix decreasing yo
dowble difficulty of a groatly enhanced price of raw cotton, and a
ol cost of Bnglish piceo goods. The prive of
cotbon bas risen from TRs. 10 1o 30, and even 40 por maund.
hirtings havo only xison in the same period from Ts. 6-6 o

13, The prosont dulness of the picec-goods brads s not aitributed
1o imoreased Nativo mamfacture. 16 i set down to tho presenco of
enormons stocks all over the world. A disturbing caneo, whiclt
st now o nearly at an cnd, and which will be followed by in-
erensed demand, and also in all probability by increasod priccs.
Tow tho Native manufachure would be affected by an increased
pice of Eaglish picce-goods romains to o scen. At present tho
bost Kind of wnbloached long-cloth proourable in tho bazar is that
Koown s Company’s mark,” and it is much in demaud. It cost
for © Dholocs” as ihe bost English cloth, and s
i niuch Jess durablo, the Tea-

about the same
cooler and pleasanter to wear, bub it
sons for which must bo perfectly well known to the manufactuters.
'\ contecr and stronger dloth would mect with much botter domand.”

Tvaw.—Jtads of Colton sontyacts and produce—dr.  Clumort
& T, 34 and 36 per mannd wero promised for cot-
ton in oxder to socure the crop, ab the time the soving was going
« mado to the Asumces by the merchants calouluted
wero quoted not as exceptional but as

on, and advance
on those rates. These rates
Juling, Tt is likely, however, that colton which is not aheady sold
o liypothceated in this way will not fctelmore than fventy rupees
por maund.

Supposing only that h
een sooured at the higher rate, and 4
Jowor rate ; the value of the anticipa

at Rs, 17,65,000.

A th cotlon in the district Das alieady
ho other Talf only sclls at the
tod out-Lumn may be put dowi
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Such asudden acoretion of wenlth, a very great part of which will
consist of payments of coin (the vesk being adjusted by the writing
off of old debts) canmot bub have an cffect on the price of cvery
thing, and necessavily of commodities that enter into the obliga-
tory consumption of {he masses. Tt will be borne in mind that
evory village and almost every family partako morc orless in the
wealth, the ris in the prics of cobton has brought to their doors.

“Trom what [ have heard in conversation with all sorts of people
during the last three monihs, I think the above caleulation is pro-
ably below the mark. T beliove itis a fact, that last season in Kass-
gunj. the valus of the cotton sold it the bazars amounted to more
than fifteen likhs of rupees, and though much of this may
have come from the neighbouring villages in the Allygurh district,
still much must have been produced fn this district, which never
found its way to Kassgunj. Assuming my calealation of produce
10 be cortect, such an addition to the wealth of the district i eonsi-
derably more than equivalent to the whole net-rentalassets of the
district, ealoulatod on the same basis on which the revenue of the
district (7,323,803 Rs.) was assessed ab the 30 years' seitlement.”

English and Native mannfactures,— Tho Native cloth manufac-
{ure has suffered ; in some places, it is stated, that onc-sixth of the
laows ate not at work, in another onc-third.  As far as T can find
ont this is not atiributable to English cloths having undersold na-
tive-made cloth, but to the fac that the laitor is too dear for the
general hody of the people io buy. They are wearing out their
old clothes.

Tnglish cloths have 1isen in prico as well as Native made, and
when it is bowne in mind, that it is only lately that it has heen worth
{lie while of the Lancashire Munfacturers to sel. their mills going out
aball jowing to the high price of the raw matevial, in all pits of
the world, it can hardly bo expected that English cloths would find
purchasers among tho masses, or except among those who can aflord
10 pay a fancy price for what they buy.

“ Whenover T enquire, T find it stated that b
Tish goods has provented extended sales in this district.”

Myxroony.-—Same sibject.—Mr. 1. Chase says,—

“The manufacture of country cloth is much depressed owing to
the high price of the raw material.  In the Moostuffabad perguu-

<h prico of Tng-

xevii

uah, the quantity of cloth proeurable in 1560-61 and 1861.62 for
supee wow costs R, 2:8, bub the small quantity manufaotured mocts
wilh ready sale owiug Lo the highor cost of British fubuios,

“ Mosb of the looms in the own of Shekonbad, the largest sont,
of the manufacine in this disiiot, had either stopped or wors
working short timo ; but tho fall within the lst two months fn the
price of cotbon from Rs, 40 fo 1S and 19-per mannd has had its
natnral effect, and most if not all of them cro again enployed
though mot perhaps actively.  The fulling off in the demand for
British pioce-goods erented during tho past Lo years vill, however,
be bifling, as eloth of evory doseription is likely for some timo to o
in groat request,

I tho Suddor pergunmalt also, an inereaso in the supply of oot
ton has led o a Jargor quantily of cloth being mamufaotued,
forving the country cloth on account of its real or
supposod  durahility), bub Tuglish cloths continna nevoriholess in
demand on account of 11

(agrionlburists pr

sup
“In the Bhowgong porguma

tho quanlity of cloth manufactur-
zor than in former years,  On this
account, and porhaps also owing o tho fac

od s vory small, and mueh deg

he obtained from Furruckabad, one of the chiof centres of tho trado
in cloth, :

sh piceo-goods ave in gr

b request, and the demand
for them may rensonably bo expeotod o increase
“TPhe Kurhul pe

‘ timall docs ok contain any largo towns, and
mueh of the cotion grown in it s vosorved for homo consumption,
ods aro seen at Kurhul itself, and aé the diforent

rease in the demand for them may not be looked

fairs, but any 7
for immediately.”

Beawam —A short time ago, the Collector, Mr. A. O, Hume
@ B, submitted to the Board an claborate repori on the manmner and
degree in which tho prico of cotton i India is reguluted by the
Tglish prico 3 and also npon the cost of production of the raw
waterial compared with flab of ofher popu .

i it e staples. This report
is being printed for ciroulation, in order that the valuable infor
mation it contains may he vendered as widoly availablo as possible
A-copy will De submitted to Government, The following oxtracts
aro from his present 16port i—
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Displacement of evops, and vise inprices — T have in my former
lettor cxplained that in this district bajra, jowar, aud wheat are the
crops almost exclusively displaced by cotton. 1 have also neticed,
fliat the effect of this great cotton demand has hoen to raise
lly the price of grain gcuox.nlly putly beemwse the
actual p has been matexially diminished, and partly be-
canse the producers have been able to aford fo keop for their own
nso (prosent or future) & much larger amount than they have ever
hitherto done.

very mate

Comparative demead for Native and English goods.—*In one per-
gunmal only, that of Btawah, have T heen able to obtain really satis-
JFuctory and rcliable information as to the sale of cloth, English and
Native ; although therefore T have rotmms for the whole district, I
prefer to give only those of the Titawali pergnunal, which may be
taken as the most corrcel reburns of this nature, which it is possible
10 prepare.

< Tho rosult, T confess, T was nob prepared for. T had helieved
on the strength of general statements, thab the diminution in the
consumption of cloth had been very large indeed, but figures, and
these T assuro the Board, veliable oncs, prove that e diminution
Tas been less than one-fifth, tho subjoincd table shews the actual
vetail sales of cloth by traders of all description and manufacturcrs
in the Etmwah pergunnali in the three yoms commencing 1st October
3861, Tt includes besides retail sales, cloth manufactured for peo-
ple out of their own thread. 1t includes sales by traders from
other districts,at the lavge fairs, of which we hiave registers, but
not salcs 7
resident out of the nnak, nor purchases by inhabitant of the
pergunnal without its limite. The excluded itoms are nob of much

small fairs or clsowhere by chance, pedlars or weavers,

momant, and there s little doubt, that their aggregate varied very
iriflingly in the 3 years, hence their exclusion (and it was impossi-
Dlo to include them) cannot materially afect the proportion with
which we are chicfly concorned. The retail sales of all the Bazazes
Juave been checked by the Becjuks of their wholesale purchases ;
their hooks and stock in hand now, and as recorded at their pre-
vious stook-takings, Here and there a fow Were absent, and a for
declined to furnish the required information, but this was neverthe-

xeix B

tess oblained with vory considerablo accmracy from neighlours of
the sume trade, and altogether the orrors attributable to ihis
soutce, or indead any other sourco arc, I helicve, and Moonsheo
Mehdeo Ally positively assures me, very inconziderable,

“ Pery greal pains have been bestowed on its preparation, and T
believe the Board may confidently accept the sub-noted.

Table shewing the wolual of sloths of all desoription in
the Btawah pergunnah (aroq in square miles 363, population

1,94,800) it the year 186162, 1862-63, 1863-64.

\Imm-elm od i

English.
Yean.

]
|
|
’ Ticess, | Yerds.

“Now in regmd to the English cloth, it is to be noted, that
there s heen « falling off in the heavy and long longth classes,
and an incrense in the light dassos.

Number of Picwos sold in,

Cras Decaription of Cloth,

180163, | 156263, | 180364,
oy of wih fhe (Moo (uitlached calico) | B1UT | 501|118
prices 2ose cont 150 01

nt). ruu - Sactonet, ekl o] s
[¥atnoo (Figmed Bostmuztin)l S0 [ st6

Light (of which the ,\hxlmul and Tanzeb (Fine anll
prices oo oy al 5. FR S ET N N ¥
30 por cont. { Jn.c (nct), 52 s To1

|

llod Nainscokh in the rctail shops at home. What wo in Judia callet

* This i
Nainsookh f5 2 ine Jacconct with a good deal moie plufl in it,




“As reguds Native manmfacture it has, 1 {hink, decidedy
improved during the past year, There are fower weavers, heads
of familics, at work, bocavise many have taken to other oveupa-
tions ; but those who still pursue their own profession had more
looms at work in 1863-64 than in the previous year.

Table shewing the stafe of the Native mannfacture of dloih in the

Dicwale Pergunnah in

1861- % 1902.65. | 186861
of Korces and  Joolahag, :
licads of families working  at
thelr rade, 1,956 1713 1,606
No. of Loows iu work, 2,015 1,701 1,881
Picces of Cloth manufactured|
(almost cxclusively o order, oy
ont of thread fumishod  to
thew, ... 1,25,513
Maunds of thread used, 3100

« Tt will be observed, that since the price of cotton has been
ed, our Native weavers would scom to have put more cotton
into their dloth than before. This would indeed be strange, the
fuct is, {hat the weavers have in a greab measwre given up the
manufacture of Jhoona, conrse Mushin, and sueh like light stuffs,
and have taken more to the produstion of these heavier webs,
which have heen substituted for onr English Calico, Thus the

general average weight per picees of the whole manufaciure is really
at above that of previous years, although the average weight
s of goods (Garral, Guzee, Doosootec

somew
per thin of any partieulor clas
Tor instance) would be considerably les¢ than the average of the

same in former years.

“There is no exceptional character in the Etawah pergunmal, It
nay, it seems to me, bo taken as a faiv samplo of the Doab,  Tf any
thing, with o rail road rumming through it from cast to west, a
metalled road from Futtehgurh on the Ganges traversing it from
north to south, and the navigable Jumna flowing past its wharves,
e should expect it to have given more than average cncomnagement

i

(o Tinglish, and Jess than averago cnconragement to Nutive cloths,
Yel the above figures prove, thal contrary to the accepted helicl
hat bigh pri
and discourages the manuiachure of X
of tho past two years have reduced the consumption of I
23}, and of Native home-made by only 11 per cent,

The fact is this, when * Markin® (uibleacked enlico) stood ab 3
amnas a yrd, aud good  Garrah ” at 1} Lo 1] s a yard, although
ho Inbbor was more durable, many townspeople, officials, &c., pro-
forred the Markin on account of its smartuess and nico appearances,
but when Markin goos wp to 6} to 7 annas a yard, at which it now

n colton encourages the consumption of Tnglieh,

ive doths, the high prices
| by

stands, the case i altogether altered.  “ Clamah” 5 ab 2} to 23
1as heen nearly proportional,
cotion than it did, but 7 annas

anmas a yord, it is e ; the inerea
though the ¢ Garrali” contains 1
a yard is altogothier beyond a multitudo of purchasers, who would
gadly Tave given tho 3 anmasin former times, and who noiv have
v that for the “Garrah,” consoling themsclves
with the reflection that this is much more durable than the Eng-
lish cloth. Dy ally, probably, ab least 40,000 yards or 5,000
picees of Ciavral were used during the past yoar by persons who,
in 1861-62, used Alukin instead, and it follows, that the labor-
ing ny who wore Garrah and other Native stufls even when
Markin was choap, and who will always coutinuo to wear them
until Tnglish goods last hetter than ihey now do, have, under
the pressure of high prices, veduced their consumplion from about
156 thousand to about 185 thousand picces, or hy somewhat less
This after all is as much as could he ex-

10 give ve

than 14 per cent.
pected,  Hereabouts the ma
jug s peoplo canmob woll go about maked 5 cloth will not wear
for cver. . Even while cobton was cheap, the people as a
body (men, women, and childron) wore almost the Ioast possiblo
quantity of cloth, and for almost the longost possible time.
When prices rose, they could hardly be more ceonomiical in clothing
than they woro accustomed tobe without voverting to primeral fig
leaves, and a prosperous ssason swed them from this undosir-
Tmenso though tho aggregate consumption he
age of 8 yards in length or 6 square

never indulge in superfluous cloth-

able allernative.
of our Leoming masies, an averd
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yards of cloth per annum per head, yich and poor, not only for
cloths, but for every possible domestic and commercial use, is a very
Jow one,

“!Pywo questions still romain,—what prospect is there of the de-
mand for British goods assuming its novawal dimensions, and
whiat prospoct is thero of Tritish trade boing able to obtain a larger
share than herolofore of the cloth supply. As regards the first, it
seems almost cevtain, that the higher the price of “markin

* long-
dloth, &e., rises, the less their sale heve will be, and that as soon -
the price falls the conswumptions will rapidly rise to its former lovel.
But on the other hand, as matiers now stand, there scems no
yeasonablo prospect of any:great cxpansion of the trade. Indepen-
dent Gentlemen, Oficials,

2inkors, Doctors, School Masters, in faci,

ihe non-lahe Tasses will doubtless use Eng

s cloths when they
b they can afford, hut the vast mass of the people,
the laboring olasses, who in 1861-62 in this one pergummah of
Tlawah wsed something

e at prices t

i liko 1} million yards of pergmmmab-made
stufls, these will never buy English stulls even if they fall {o one-
third less in prico than their own home-made webs, until English
makets tun out hetber and more durable articles, goods made to
nd last, and not merely Lo sell.

Native and Tuglish Manufacture. M. Alone
says,—% The Native cloth monufacture continues in @ deprosscd
state. The high prico and general export of colton have prevont-
ed Joolahos and Korees from making retail purch

e

JALOUN,

ses and weav-
ing cloths, but with an abundant crop, and a decrease in price, local
manufactures will probably revive. The majority of the popula-
tion wear Nativemade cloth, as they consider it moro durable
than English cloth. The demand for the latter is not brisk, but
with reduced prices and a larger supply, the demand will doubtloss
proportionably iucrease. I may hero mention, that a screw for
pressing cotton is being put up at Calpoc.”

Jnassis—Native and English Stugfs.
wriles,—

Mr. B, G. Jenkinson

“[ should say that the manufacture of all kind of Native cloth
has been deereased by ome-half of what it used to be. "his is of
cowse owing 1o the high price of Uhe cotton, The people are poor,
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znd camnot afford to buy cloth ab its, present price, and purcha

only when compelled Lo do s0.”

“Phere Jas never been a very large demand for uglish cloth
in this district. The poorer people prefer Nadive cloths, which
are cheaper and more dwable than English cloths, :

people purchase for iheir own use doputlas, pugrees,
tured at Chundiyree. English cloth is of course worn, but not

ont as is the ease in the other Pro-

<0 generally or {0 so large an o3
vinees of the North-West., Na
great numbors in all the principal towns of this distriet, and in
almost cvory village, and these supply not only the lage dyeing
anufactorios in Mow and other places, but also the general de-
mand for Native cloth for weming apparcl. Of late

Ve wea are to be found in

15 owing

to the decreascd demand for Native cloth, a large number of

these weavers have been compelled to work on the district voads

and other public works, and have even left the district in soarch

of employment.

“The gonoral beliof now prevalent in the district is. that cotton
and consequently all cloth-goods will be much cheaper during the
next cold soason, and that grain of all sorts will rise in price, and
should his turn out to be the case, we may look to an inercased
demand for cotlon-goods, but I do not expect that the demand for
Euglish cloth will be greator than in former years. The people, as
1 said hefore, prefer the coarse Native cloth as more durable than
tho English, and as the cotton crop is this year a large ono, the
whole of it will nob be required for exportation, and the Native
weavers will be able to supply cloths of their own manufactire ab
o much cheaper rate than that of English cloth.  The belief (In‘L
cotton will sell at a lowor price than last year and that conse-
quently all cotton goods, whether of Jnglish or Native maw-
facture will bo ehieaper, has been much strengthened by the sudden
fall of tho price of cotfon dwring the last two months.  Whereby
dealers in cotton and Native cloth have suffered considerable
Josses, and by the spread of two vcports, oue of a most mischicy-
ous nature, which reached this district hardly a month ago.
Ist,—That all holders of any stock of English cloth
sed 1o sell of their stock immediately ; and, 2nd,—

They are :
have be
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That the North and Soutlt in Amé
the war is over; and that large quantitics of cotton are expecte
ca. 1 have not been able to

have come to terms 5 that

in England from South Ame
tho origin of this lattor report.”

AnnAmanAp—On fhe profits of  Colten eultivation, Mr. F. M.
Tind, Officiating Commissioner, writes,—

e The Jands principally taken up for cotton cultivation in the

presont year ate those in which tho Jown and Bajra crops wonld
have bean sown.

«Phoso erops ave nsnally mix
il and Uthur, Tt is computed, that ina beogah  of
nwith thess careals, the produ

with other cereals such as Mash

or Moon;
land so

in an ordinary your would

s of Mash or Moong,

be ahout 4 mannds of Jowar or Bajra, 1

5gcors Till seed, and 20 scors Urhur, or about 5 ma

unds of pro-
dueo in all, and this, ab the rabo which obtained in the” market Just
wmonth, may he estimatod at a value of 11 Rupoes.

“The producs of cobbon in he samo o
bably be 30 seors of picked cobbon, and 1
valuod at about Ts, 32 altogother.,

Tho sear

tent of land would pro-

wnd 20 soors of seed,

v liaving

scted tho price of gr

, and the
bl x having
ght fall in the price of cotton, the amount of profit
would not b quite so much as I hinvo stated above; still the

ramowrs of a possible tormination of ihe American
cansed a sl

difference is so marked as to Dbe an irresistable temptation o the
extension of cotton cultivation, and no doubt this will continue
until there is a very great falli
commodity.”

ofl in the market price of that

Vali tish G @ Phe N i
Native and Fnglish Goods~* The Naiivo manufacin

is about the same as it w

former

o of cloth
last year, i. e below the averago of
o of cotton infiuen

ears, MThe igh pr

s {ho demand
for these goods, and the paorer classos being wnable to afford high
pricos, aro. contont 4o do without such extra suits as they might
have been tempted to purchase hind the prices of former years still
obtainod. The more rospectable and wealthicr classes profor as a
rule the manufacture of Manchestor,

“The cloth of Iinglish make in most demand is Markeen, or
unbleached long-cloth ; and all who can afford it from the middle

ev

classes clothe themselves with it. The price has within the last
day or two fallen rather more than a rupee por thin, the price
which obtained last month for a thin of from 38 to 40 yards was
15 Rs.

On the Nutive Manfacture, Mr. Go T M. Rickotts, c. B, says,
—¢This manufackuro may be considered to have ceased as a trado
in his districk. A little is occasionally made to meet an imme-
diate individual want, but no quantity made in the district can ever
be now obtained,  Inguirics into this subject have been made from
{hie largest dealer in country cloths and Mancliester goods in this
city. Ile informs me, that dwring tho last season ho s dealb
Jaxgely in conrso Native cloth manufaotured in Meorut, Morada-
bad, and Shahjehanpore, which hie has sent down to the et a,
whore it finds a ready sale, but still he largely purchases Man-
ehoster goods for which thote is a good domand, at, and abovo
fhis ciby, ab pricos from 16 por cent. for ¢ Markeon’ fo 30 por cent.
for othor kinds, bolow those of last yoar. It is singular how
these difforent lines of trado in different forms of tho same staple
thus cross each other fo suit the wants of the Upper and Lower
Provinees. Tt is stango why Bohar and Bongal should profer
conrso up-country cotton cloths, to those coarse Manchestor Kinds,
\whiclh aro in universal demand up-country. A further fall in prices
of English cloth is expected.  The demand for such goods has in-
evensed since the pricos foll, and is furthor expocted o inoreaso.”

Buyanns Divisiox.—Native and Brglish Iabrics. Mr. G. .
Money, Ofliciating Commissioner, writes,— With roference to
the present state of the Native cloth manuiactured there is no
doubt that it s boon decreasing cach yoar ; the manufacture
in the city of Benarcs is almost ontirely confinod to Sarces and
Dopultahs, for which articles Benares has been long famous, and
the name has still kept up tho credit, though the tade has greatly

gone down, which is shown by tho roduced stale of the Joolahas.
“The prosent domand for Tnglish doth Jus a good deal de-
on s0 much, and

creased owing to the pries of the aliclo havi

also from the fact of the cloth Jagsly imported haviug been found

1o bo of such an inferior quality, and one xeason T have Teard

ng to the shottness of tho wtaplo of
"

assigned for this s, that owi




ovi

inlian cotton, the i

which is vequired {0 be used in the ma.
mufacture of the cloth vots the fibre,
“The future demand for English cloth will chiafly depend npon
the quality of the material sent out to the Tndian market.”
Mirzsrory.—Pricc of Collon affeciing market for Cotton fubrics.
Mr. W. MoClilery says,—* In respect of the cotton markel ab
present. a go

eral panic secms to prevail, caused by the mmours
of peaco in Ameriea, the p

e laving suddenly fallen within the
last nonth, from Rs. 44 and 45 to R, 20 and 30 per maund. Tt
is estimated in the out marts that the quantity of land wnder
colton cultivation exceeds that of last year double, and in some
districts treble the quantity of seed has been sown. This, as
might be expected, hias already affected {h
description and considerably reduced its rates, so that vory ma-
terial changes in the manufacturc of Native cloth, and future do-
mand for English picce-zoods miay be expected to follow,

ice of cloth of every

An ummsually good business is reported by the morcantile

firms here o Jiave been done in the past year in long-cloth (grey
shirtings). Fancy goods have ruled hiigh, and sales have heen small.

«1 am assured by @ member of one of the largest Twopean

firms liere, that the manufactare of Dhotees hias greatly increased
of late, the poorer closses being unable to buy English cloth at
the ruling prices”

azrppoRt.—Native and English Manufactue.  Mr, DL Brod-

“The Cloth merchants state that the natives of this district
the Dnglish cloths to those of this country ; thai
<h manufactured cloth has

goner pr:

during the present year less Eng
Doen mported into the distriet than usual ; that this is owing to
ing 1isen

4o stock in Calentts being small, and to the rates b
<0 igh s to present the muss of the peaple from purchasing
fheir nsunl amount of clothing ; that at a rough guess they be-
Jieve 20 lass wosth of cotton goods werc imported into Ghazecpore
from Caleutia in 1863, and were sold, and that during the pre-
sent year 15 Jucks worth of cotton fabrics have been received
here, and of that amount about 11 lasks worth have heen sold.
One of these merchants informed me, that he himself, last year,

evii

imported Rs. 75,000 worth of such goods, and sold the wholu
amount, and this yoar he imported cloth to fhe value of Rs.
50,000 of which ho had still on hand to the value of Rs, 18,000,
The merchants asscrt that the sale of both Tnglish and Native
manufachurcs has doercased ; bhat the price of cloth mado in this
district with Buglish thread is the same as Tuglish oloth 3 that the
Country-cloth nsed to ho made much strongor than it now is, (the
cotton formarly being woll cleaned and tho thread woven closely,).
and then lasted longer than that imported from Tugland, but that
the present Native cloth manufactured with Native cotton cannob
be comparcd as rogard its appearance or strength with Tnglish cloth,
and that, thereforo, although the former cloth is purchased at

5 por cenb. loss, tho latter is found to be in tho ond cheaper, and
is conscquently proferrod. .

“ho cotton brokers state, that there are at the prescot time
20,000 maunds of cotton lere in storo ; that cobton has fallen in
price Rs. 10 per mannd within the last mionth ; that {ho prosent
price per maund is Rs. 36 a6 Ghazecpoor, and Rs, 37 at Caleutta ;
hat the transit charges by stoamer to Caleutts are Re. 1-12 per
maund ; that there is no sale hore, and that from fear of a farther
fall in rates thoy ave despatching the cotlon to Caloutia by steamor
ab aloss 5 they add, that local cultivation of cotton has this year
increasod ; that in consequence less imported cotton has boen do-
tained for local wauts, and the amount thus kept they estimate
at 4,000 maunds,

“The weavers inform me that the manufactwre of Native cloth
has docreased 25 per cont. sinco last year ; that tho people prefer
Tinglish cloth on account of its greater durability ; that moro
Jooluhas have recently gone to Cachar and the Mawitins, or have
announced their intention of going to Mecea, but have in reality
gone to heg in other districts.

“During the time that Iwas making these cnquiries, a lurgo
number of people were presentin my Cutcherry. I searched, but
could find ouly one person, and he was a Joolaha (weaver), who
was wearing clothes of local manufacture, all the rest, including the
Punkha coolies, wore clothes of Tnglish fabrics, but the pugrees of
the Joolahas, and perhaps a few others, wore woven at Ghazcopore
with English colton.”
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80 0 0

7,500 0 0
11,348 10 O
860 0 0

T

L WoOD,

Ist May to 81st October 1864,

1,000 0 0] By Balance of 30th April 1864 :—

ay to 3lst
H W

merce from
E.

E.

Cash in Bank of Bengal... 3,848 10 0

Ciovernment Paper.....
rent from st &

Oct. 1864...

account

atment of the Funds of the Bengal Chamler of Com
Net profits of Price Cur-

,» Subscriptions......
,» Arbitration Fees

»

6
0 0
20
& &

5,249 12

21,638 14 6

APPENDIX P

ve 5,383

5
s
Rs...

11,96

CarcuTra, 3lst October 1864,

Cash in Bank of Bengal 4,456

Government Paper ......

,» Balance i—

.

To Office Rent.
,» Charges General..

»

e e e

cix

SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopted by @ Special General Mecting of the Bongal

Chamber of Commerce held on the 18tk Juns 1861,—will cfect

from 1st Jumary 1862.

On the sale, purchaso, or xhipmcnt of Bullion,
Gold Dust, or Coin . .

On the purchase (when in funds) or sale of Tn-
digo, Taw Silk, Silk Piccc Goods, Opium,
Pourls, Precious Stones or Jowellery ...

On purchasing ditto when funds are provided hy
the Agent

On the sale or pmc]mc of all other goo(k—(llo
commission in all cases to be charged upon the
gross amount of sales, and in regard to pur-
chases upon hoth cost and chaxges

On rcturns for Consignments if made in pmduco

On roburns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion,
or Treasure .

On aceopting Bills against Consignments "

Ou tho sulo or purchase of Ships, Factorics,
Touses, Lands, and all proporty of a like des-
eription ... - .

On goods and trcaswre consigned, and all other
proporty of any description roferred to Agoney
for sale, whether advanced upon or otherwise,
which shall afterwards be withdrawn and on
goodls consigned for conditional delivery o
others and so delivered, on invoice amount at
95, por rupee

On making advances or proeuring loans of
money for commercial purposcs, when the ag-
grogate  commission docs nob exceed 5 por

cent. .- . .

-

‘2

w2}

1 por cent.

»

half com.




X

On ordeting or receiving and delivering goods,
or superintending the fulfilment  of coin-
tracts, or on the shipmont of goods, where
o other Commission is derived .

On guaranteci
ments, and on becoming scowity for adminis-
tiation of Estatcs, or to Govermment for
the disbmsement of public money ... .

Dills, Bords, or other cngage

On del-oredere. or guarantoeing the due realization
of sales ... . .
On the 4 of Estates for Bxcout

Administrators

On chartoring ships ot engaging tonnange for con-
stituents for vessels to proceed to outports for
loading

5

On advertising as tho Agents for Owners o Com
manders of ships for cabin passengers, on the
amount of passage moucy, whether the sume
shall pass through the Agents’ hands ornot ... 2}

On provuring freight for a ship by a shipping order
or charter, or on procuring employmeni, for a
ship on monthly hire, or acting as Agents for
owners, Captain, or charterers of a vessel upon
the gross amount of freight, brokerago inclusive §

On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the
Mauritius, the West Indics, or elsewlere, upon
the gross amount of carnings . s
On cngaging troops for a ship to Great Baitnin or
clsewhere, on tho gross mmount of passage

money for rank and file ... 2d

On realising inward freight, inward troop, Emi-

grant, or Cabin passage moncy 2

On landing and reshipping goods from any
vossel in disiress, or on landing and selling by
avction damaged goods from any such vessol,
and acting as Agent for the Master on hehalf
of all concerncd on the declared value of all

9] per cent.

P

a——"
{
H
i
i
]
i
i
|

o

33,

exi

such goods as ‘may be re-shipped, and on {he
net proceeds of all such gomh as may be
publicly sold .
11 Opiam, Tndigo, Raw $ilk, or Silk Pioso Goods 9}
1f Treasure, precious Stones or Jowellery w1
On etleoting Tnsurances, whother on lives or pro-
perty - . 3
On sottling Tnswance claims, losses nd ave

ges of all classes, and ou proowing returns of

premium . AE1S
On drawing, pachasing, selling or ue"oh‘thn»r
Bills of Exchange.. 1

Ou debts or other chaims when a procees ab lay
or arbilration is incurred in claiming thom

Or if 1ccovered by such mcans
On Bills of Txehange veluned dishonored .. 1
On collecting House Reut ... .
On ships’ Disbursements ... 2

On realising Bottonny Bonds, or nurolmtmg any
Toan on respondentia - 2
On granting Letters of Credit !
Ou sale or purchase of Govornmant Secutitics and
Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on overy
exchange or transfor not by purchase from ono
class to another ... . e d
On delivering wp Government Scowitics and
Bank or other Joiut Stock Shares, on the
market value
On all amounts dobited and
vear (less the e

odited within the
wico brought forward) upon

which no Commission amounting 4o 5 per cent.
s been charged ...

@

Brokerage when paid is to be separately charged.

H. W. L V00D,

-5 per cenl.

Sectelary.




TONNAGE SCHEDULE forthe Porr or Carcursa adopted at the
CGieneral Meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce held on
the 25th May 1850, The Schedule came into operation from lst

January 1860

-
" Cubic
ARTICLES. |.‘.1‘;I\‘?f{ Tect

[Ton N o,

Alocs, in Bags and Boxcs 20
Alum, in Ditto o
Anisead, in Bag 2

Alrn\\mot 505
Asadentida, i i B'\"s and Bo
Appud in I

ark, in Bags
Doy Wa
Barilla

8
20 ewb. g
20

20

Borax or Tincal
Brimstone
Bullion .
Cake-lac, in Bugs
Camplhor, in Cases
Cardamons, in Robins
Boxes .

20 .
at per cent.
16

cmn, in Boxes

m Dag
China R nut in Bags.
Boxes .
Ullimt(:x .

Ilnplv.ml\‘ Tea U\ in Dulk’
Fuarniture

in “ases

Gunny Bags and Gunny Cloth

Gunjab ...

Hemp, .in Balcs, por ton of 5 Balcs, not to
exceed.

Tides, Bufialo, or Cow, Cured

Hoofs, Hoin Shavings” and Tip

Cow, Buftilo or Deer

}

Mirabolams .
Molasses

Opinm
Paddy
Peas
Pepper, Long
. Black
Planks and Deals
Poppy Seed
Putchuck
Raw Silk, in Bales
Rattans for Dunnage ..
Red Wood Ditto ..
Rhea, in Bales, per Ton of 5 Bls

» Bundles

|
i [
2 puncheans or 4 b




exiv

Ut per | Cubic

Ton Nett,| Feet
o Ton.

ARTICLES,

‘.“

Sum.u

Shells, Rougl, in s
Shcll-fac, el

itk m
Skin
Soup, Conirs, in e
» Tags .
" Bax
Stick Lac, in Cases ..

Sugar
Tallow, in
Tale v e
Tamarind, in Cases o
"Tapiocn
lea .
Teel Seed ...,
Tinber, Rownd

o Squared
Tokaceo,
Tortofse S
Tarmeric .
Wheat

20

ses 1o be calenlaled gross weight
and where ficight i made payahle
on measurement, the measurement be taken on the Custom Honso
whatf, or other shipping wharf within the Jimits of the Port of
Calentla.

when payi

HoOW L WOoD,

Seeretarn,

exv

WIEMBERS OF THE GHAMBER GF GOMMERCE.

Agabeg, Joseph.

Apcar and Co,

,\, senti, Scchiari and Co.
“lilton and Co.

ith and Co.

nes and (o,

|R_g" Dunlop and Co,

Balfous and Co.

hillor 'uxd Co.
ana and

cws
lhm“\'-
ntile Bk of India
and Co.
(Aunhc, oo and 0.
DeSonze, Thos. and Co

. Char-

TBuiloy and Co.
Hlop, Stewart and Co,
nnon, Mackonzio and Co.
| Mackenio, Lyall and
Mackey and Co.
| Mad] o5, R Thon and (o
i R W. C. Manager of
| the Seinde, Pamjal, aud Delhi
| Bank Corporation.
r and Co.
oran, W. and Co.

| Mosley and ugst.
{ Mohendronanih Bose.

Dufh, Thos., Agent, Boruco Com- | P

inidt, Grob ¢
Tnsthanson nd Ocst
Twing and Co

1-nmu John and Co,

ud Co.
¥

Bk of 11
Japan.
horne aud Clo,
Graf an
Gardon, St
Grindly

Tlenderson and Co,

Uenderson, Georgs and Co.

o and Co,
oo, Milles and Co,
Hormusjes Bomanjeo Cama & Co
Malford, W, Mamager, Central
Bank of Western Indin
Jeuking, Deavman and Co.
X ‘1”\ o11, Bullen and Co.
y and Co.
X 1 Dods and Co

Manager of the
stan, Clin, and |

’s Successors.
Comploir

Smith l)
Smith, Samucl, Sons and Co.
'Imuua& 18 and Co.

Watson, \
Why to

Whitney Irot
Wiseman,
ns, C.

and Co
read and Co.

WHH'USoll

Beshor, Win—Gowhatly, Assam.

Devercll, 11

Cope, 11 and

Galo, John--Pundon.

Hamilton Brown & Co—Mira-
pore.

M TEMBERS,
J. 0. and Co —Akyab.

sy—Mirsapaore,
" Salgameadich.
Todd, Findlay & Co—loulmein.

[y
Howard Brotl
Kenny, Thom




RULES AND REGULATIONS

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCL.
First...co.... That the Society shall be styled « ''HE BEXGAL

CrAMBER OF CoMMERCE.”

Second ...... That the object of the Chamber shall be to
watch over and protect the general interests
of Commerce ; Lo collect information on all
matters of interest to the Mercantile Com-
munity ; to use every means within its power

for the removal of evils, the redvess of griev-

ances, and the promotion of the common good ;

4o communicate with authorities and indivi-

dual parties thereupon ; to form a code of

practice whereby the transaction of business
may be simplificd and facilitated ; to receive
velerences and to wbitrale hetween dispulants,
the decisions in such references being recorded

for future guidance.

highly desirable not to recognize
amy principle of exclusion, all persons engag-
ed or interested in the Commerce or Shipping
of Bengal, shall apon payment of the Sub-
soription and on signature of the Rules and
Regulations, be admissible as Members in the
manner hereinafter described.

Fourth...... That Candidates for admission, proposed and
seconded by Members, may he admitted provi-
sionally as Members by the Committee, sub-
jeoh to confirmation ab the next General

Thivd

Meeting.

exvii

Pifth ... The voting by proxy, or by Members whose
Subseriptions are in arrears, be not ullowed. '
"That the Chamber reserves Lo itsell the right of
expelling any of its Members; such expul-
sion to be decided by the votes of three-
fourths of the Members of the Chamber.

s present shall be

Siwth

Seventh..... That any nmmber of Member:
held to constitube a Ceneral Mecting, called
in conformity with the Rules of the Chamber,
for the despateh of ordinary business ; bub
that no change in the Rules of the Society
can o considered exeepb atb a General Meet-
ing ab which the'majority of the Members of
the Chamber shall be present.

That the Subscription for individual Members
of the Chambor be 10 Rupees per mensem,
while those alone carrying on Dusiness under
any style or fivm do pay 16 Rapees per

Eighth ...

) mensem.
That the Subseription for Mofussil Members be

tawo Cold Moburs or Rupees per annum,
That the business and funds of the Chamber
shall be managed by & Commibtee of seven
Members, consisting of a President and Vice-
President and five Members, to be clected
annually ab & Cieneral Mesting of the Cham-
ber in the month of May ; the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President being ex-
officio Chairman of the Commibbee, and in the
absence of the President and Vice- President.
cc to clect its own Chairman,

the Committ :
Tour to form a quornm; the Chairman, m

cases of equality, having the casting vote.

Nimth oooe




Tenth ..o

Bleventh.....

Treclfth

Thivteenth

. That the Seere

exvit

That the Commitiee shall mect on such day
of every week as it may fix as most con-
venienl, for the purpose of transacling such
business as may come within the limits of the
objeets of the Chamber, and that its proceed-
ings be Inid on the table open to the ms]mcbmn

, subject Lo such Reg

pedient.

s as

bee may deem

All annual cloz,bmns of President, Vice-Presi-
dent, and Members of the Committee shall be
determined
such votes heing given in voling cards to be

majority of votes of Members,

issued numbered and signed by the Scerctary :
and no voting card shall be reeeived for such
purpose unless so authenticated :
cancies created by the absence of the Presi-
dent, Viee-President, or any of the Members
from the Presidency for two months, or by
departure for Turope, or by death, shall be
forthwith filled up, and the clection determin-
ed by votes of Members to be taken as above
in voting cards and declaved Dy the Con-
mibtee.

and all va-

ry be clected by the Com-
mittee ; such eleciion to he subject to confir-
g Cieneral Me

mation at the ne:
That the Cener: of the Chamber he
held from tiv s the Commitlce for
the time being may deem ne y. That a
Special General Mecting shall be called by
the President, or, in his absenee, by the Viee
President, or by his ord

r on the
cf any five firms, Members of the Cha

Fiftcenth...

exix

to be held within five days subseyuent to the
receipt of such requisition.

Fourteenth. That all Proccedings of the Committee Be sub- .
Jjeeb to approval or otherwise 01 General Mect-
ings duly convened.

That strangers visiting the Presidency may bs
introduced as Ionovary Members for two
nionths by any Member of the Chamber in.
serbing their names in a book to be kept for
that purpose.

Siafeenth .. That the Commiblee he empowered to make

Bye-laws which shall not be of any foree
until approved of by a Ceneral Meeti
Scventeenth. That an Anmual Report of the l’nocwdmgs bhe
prepared : and, after being approved of at a
General Meeting, printed and cireulated.
Eightecnth. That the above Rules be added to or altered
only by a majority of Members of the Cham-
ber.
Ninetcenth. That the fi
authenticated copy, sub:

ng Rules be printed, and an

bed by each Mem-
ber on admission, be kept as part of the re-
cords of the Chamber. That printed copies be
forwarded to Members of the Chamber, to the
Seerctary to CGovermment, and to such other
partics or authoritics as it may be desirable
to make acquainted with the ohjecls and
Rules of the Association,
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