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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce held on .Friday, the 11th
December 1863,

WirLiam Marrnanp, Bsq, President, in the chair.

The Chairman informed the Meeting that the pur-
pose for which they had assembled was to consider
and adopt, il approved, the Committee’s Report of
Proceedings for the half-year ended 31st October
last, the confirmation of the Committee’s election of
nine new Members, and the transaction of any ordi-
nary business that might be brought forward.

The Report having heen read by the Secretary, the
following Resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Proposed by Mr. James Rome,

Seconded by Mr. Henry Dundas,

1. That the Report of the Committee for the
half-year ended 31st October 1863 now read be re-
ceived and adopted.

Proposed by the President,

Seconded by Mr. P. T. Rallj,

2. That the conditional election by the Com-
mittee of Messrs. Turner, Morrison and Co. ; Samuél
Smith Sons and Co. ; Hoffmann and Co.; D. A.
Smith and Co.; P. and C. Nosserwanjee Cama and
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Co.; Byramjee Cama and Co.; L. W. Toulmin;
R. Gentle ; and Manockjee Rustomjee, be confirmed.

Proposed by the President,

Seconded by the Vice-President,

3. ‘That in all shipping orders for Jute the word
Jute shall not be considered as including Jute ends
or cuttings.

Proposed by Mr. Henry Dundas,

Seconded by Mr. H. H. Murdoch,

4. ‘That the thanks of this Meeting are due to
{he President, Vice-President, and Members of the
Committee for their arduous services on behalf of
the Chamber dwring the past half-year.

The Chairman having acknowledged the vote of
thanks on behalf of himself and his colleagues, in-
formed the Meeting that the proceedings of the day
were at an end, unless Members desired to bring for-
ward any other subject for discussion : upon which
Mr. H. H. Murdoch proposed that the circum-
stances under which so many firms had retired
from the Chamber should be explained.

; The Chasaber stated that the Committee had anti-

cipated any possible inquiry in' this respect, and
were prepared to give every explanation of the
course which had heen adopted by them, by placing
before Members the entire correspondence between
themselves and the firms who had thought proper to

e e b T et
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leave the Chamber. The correspondence had been
printed, and was available to any Member who wished
to see it.

The Meeting concurring with Mr. Murdoch that
the correspondence should be circulated among
Members, the Chairman promised that it would he
placed in their hands forthwith.

The Mecting scparated with a vote of thanks to
the chair.

. W. L WOO0D,

Seeretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Rpport oF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE HALP-YEAR
ExpEp 31st OcropER 1863.

COMMERCIAL TELEGRAMS FROM LONDON.
APPENDIX A.

By the Committee’s circular of 30th May 1862,
Members were fully informed of the circumstances
under which it was proposed to obtain a weekly .
' telegram  of commercial news from London, the
cost of which should be defrayed by contributions
from the Chambers at Bombay, Madras, Colombo
and Cochin to the extent of a moiety of the ex-
pense, the other half being paid by subscribers in
Caleutta.

This arrangement continued till the 30th ultimo,
from which date it was necessary to modify it in cou-
sequence of the Bombay and Cochin Chambers
' having signified their intention to obtain from other

i sources the information hitherbo furnished by the
associated message ; and the Committee placed the
matter hefore you in their circular of 23rd July, sub-
milting for your consideration whether the reports
should be continued, and if so whether they should

De published as heretofore for general information in
R .
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consideration of their being transmitted from Galle
and Bombay without any charge by Government, or
whether, that privilege being abandoned, they should

" De transmitted as private messages for the exclu-
sive use of subscribers.

The probable annual cost of four messages a month
from London to Caleutta was estimated ab 12,000
Rupees ; and in order to secure that annual income
it was essential that the scheme should be support-
ed by 60 subscribers of 200 Rupees each, or by
a greater number ab a proportionately lower rate.

This reference resulted in a large number of
members expressing. their wish to have the weckly

- messages continued, but upon the express under-
standing that they should be treated as private
telegrams for the exclusive use of subseribors ;
and the required minimum number of contributors
having been obtained the new arrangement came
into force with Mr. Lane’s Report of 3rd October.

Under the former plan priority of transmission
was accorded Go the Chamber’s messages, and the
Committee were of opinion that such precedence
should be extended to the telegrams under the modi-
fied system ; for they considered it as an implied con-
dition concurrent with the expressed privacy of the

arrangement, and therefore applied to Government
for a continnance of this privilege on behalf of
subseribers,

This concession was promptly made by the Pre-
sident in Council, conditional however upon the
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understanding that the messages should be -avail-
able to any person, -whether a member of the
Chamber or otherwise, who twished to subscribe
towards their cost, and provided they were de-
livered into the Telegraph Offices ab Galle and
Bombay simultancously with other mail messages,
50 asnob to interfere with the latber should they
Iy any special agency have been senb in earlier.

“This arrangement is also subject to future mo-
dification should cirecumstances connected either with
the public service or with the interests of the general
community appear hercafter to render any altera-
tion necessary.

THE STAMP ACT.
APPENDIX. B,

With veference to Section X1 of Act X of 1862
which requires thatany copy of a set of Dills of ex-
change drawn ous of British territories in India shall,
hefore it is in any manner negotiated within those
tervitories, bear a stamp for the full amount of duty
payable as if it had been drawn singly, the Com-
mittee’s construction of that section, that each copy
should bear a stamp for only a half or third of the
full duty if of asebof two or three bills, has not
heen supporbed by the opinion of the Advocate
General, who considers that the full amount charge-
able on an entire seb should be paid on any copy of
the seb which is presented, endovsed, or negotinted
in India. The Advocate General admits that the
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seetion may operate somewhat hardly, but thinks
its meaning clear, and that the public revenue . should
nob suffer, though private inconvenience and Pos-
sible loss may be the consequence,

TRADE AND NAVIGATION RETURNS.
APPENDIX C,

Under instructions from the Government of Ben-
gal, the Board of Revenue forwarded for the opinion
of the Chamber copies of forms of trade and na-
vigation returns proposed to e adopted Ly the
Statistical Committee. These forms were s0 nu-
merous and the details so scabbered that your
Committee discovered in them no material improve-
‘ment upon the present; imperfect system of render-
ing trade reburns ; figured statements shovld not
only be unquestionably accurate hu arranged with
ubmost simp]icit'y, and  the information so con-
centrated as to be found without dificulty. Your
Committee therefore submitted a sob of forms which
they Delieve will be more acceptable to merchants
and statistical inquirers, and hope they  will he
approved of and adopted by Government,

LIABILITY OF GOVERNMENT UNDER THE
CUSTOMS ACT.

APPENDIX. D,

I.By the consolidated Customs Act VI of 1863,
which came into force on the st May last, importers
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can be compelled to bring all their packages to the
Custom House, and under certain contingencies the
officer in charge of the Custom Iouse is bound to
receive packages in custody, and to bhe accountable
for them ; bub there appeared to be some ambiguity
in the sections of the Act bearing on this point
which inferentially bub mot distinctly define the
Jiability attaching to such custody ; and a reference
was made to the Board of Revenue, who were re-
quested to say explicitly what circumstances would
constibute a responsibility on the part of Government,
the Commitbec submitting that as the responsibili-
ties of private warehouse-keepers were unmistake-
ably defined there should he no doubt as to those of
the Government.

The Board stated in reply that they saw no
ambiguity in the sections referred to, that they had
no authority to interpret the Act to the Chamber,
and that the point mooted could be satisfactorily
solved only by a decision of the courts of law.

DUTY ON GLASGOW COTTON MANUFACTURES.

APPENDIX .

The Committee are glad to report the successful
result. of their reference to Government regarding
the duty levied on Glasgow Cotbon Manufactures,
which, by orders of the Board of Revenue, were
charged with 5 per cent. duty if imported in the
picce, but with double that rate if imported cut in



sizes bo suib the market,—heing treated as millinery
and subject to the duty chargeable thercon. The
proper ingerpretation to e given of the term plece
goods as used in Schedule A. of Act XI. of 1862
bhaving been referred to the Government of India,
the President in Council determined that all goods
manufactured in the picce, whether imported in the
picce or cut, should be admitted at the lower rate
of duty, viz 5 per cent. ad valorem, and directed
that the excess of duty levied under the conbrary
ruling of the Board should be ab once refunded.

WORKING HOURS OF PREVENTIVE OFFICERS ON
BOARD SHIP.

APPENDIX T,

A-notice having been issued by the Oficiating
Collector (?f Customs regulating the working hom‘:
of preventive officers on hoard ship, and the scale of
fees for their attendance out of those hours, the
Committee represented that 4 2. M. was too carly
for 'lenving off work, and that it was an incon-
venient interruption of the loading or discharaine
of a vessel, which should be continued till sun:ebn'
they were informed, in reply, that the Lieutman:
Governor had fixed the working hours from § . ar,
to 5 2. w; but preventive officers are entitled to .L;)(;
preseribed fees for abtendance hefore ox

hours. after those
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SURVEY AND ]E.IGENSE OF CARGO-BOATS.
APPENDIX G.

The owners of cargo-boats plying within the
limits of the port having forwarded to the Cham-
Der a copy of their memorial to the Licutenant Go-
vernor of Bengal against the survey of their boats,
upon the payment of a fee of 5 Rupees, the Com-
mittee addressed the Govérument, staling that, al-
though in their opinion the interests of cargo-boab
owners would be rather promoted than injured by
the required periodical survey, as shippers of cargo
would naturally give the preference to boats which
had been properly overhauled and duly admitted
to the provisions of the Liccuse Act, they agreed
with the momorialists that the survey was not ovi-
ginally contemplated, and that its enforcement was
an unlooked for surprise upon them ; and a consoli-
dated fee of 2 Rupees for license, registry, and
survey was recommended in lieu of the fees pre-
seribed. The Commibtee were informed, in reply,
that the Licutenant Governor had decided that
a general swrvey was an essential condition to the
grant of a license, that the license should be annual,
bub the charge had been reduced to 3 Rupees per
boat.

THE AFTER-PACKET POSTAL SERVICE.
APPENDIX H.

Tn their last Report the Committee stated what
steps they had taken with the view to obviabe the
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inconvenience occasioned by the early closing of the
after-packet, and they have now the sabisfaction of
announcing that their recommendations have had
the approval of Government.

The river steamer employed in conveying invalids
and stores to the Hospital ship  Bentinck” at Dia-
mond Harbour, on the 9th and 23rd of each month,
having been made available for carrying the after-
packet from that station to the outward bound mail
steamer, the public have the opportunity of posting
their overland lebters up to 6 ». . of the day the
mail steamer leaves Calcubta : and it is helieved
that this arrangement will he permanent.

TRANSMISSION OF BOMBAY OVERLAND EX-
PRESSES BY SPECIAL MAIL TRAINS
FROM BENARES.

APPENDIX I

In the appendix will be found a long official
correspondence relative to the proposed transmission
of the express portion of English mail letters from
Bombay by special railway trains from Benares to
Caleutta. It frequently happened that the overland
mail express reached Benares too late for trans-
mission by the regular daily train, and was conse-
quently detained there till the following morning.
This was a serious loss of time, and in order to
obviate the inconvenience arising from such deten-
tion the question was discussed of forwarding the
express either by a special engine to overtake the
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ordinary train if started within 3 or 4 hours after ib;
or by a sccond mail and passenger train leaving
Benares ab 3 7. . By the former plan the ordi-
nary train could not be overtaken till it had run
nearly half way to Caloutta; the upward traffic
and ballasting being temporarily suspended, as
nothing short of keeping the line clear #ill the
express engine had passed would ensure safety ¢ and
by the latter arrangement the mails would arive so
late in the evening as to render their delivery ab
that hour a matter of very questionable advantage.
These propositions were therefore abandoned : bub
the Committee believe that the time is not far dis-
tant when this detention at Benares will e avoided
by the transmission of the express from Mirzapore
direct : the line is not yet open for public trafiic,
Dbub it is far advanced and will be available probably
by the end of the year.

’ EMIGRATION OF NATIVE LABORERS.
APPENDIX J.

The Government of Bengal having requested the
opinion of the Chamber as to the provisions of (he
Bill “to consolidate and amend the laws relating to
the emigration of native luborers,” which has been
introduced into the Legislative Council of the Go-
vernor General, the Committee communicated with
several parties (members of the Chamber and
others) interested in the emigration trade ; valuable
information was received from these gentlemen, and

B
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the Committee have sent in to Government a report,
suggesting several alterations in the Bill.

MARINE COURT FOR TRIAL OF PILOTS CHARGED
WITH BREACH OR NEGLECT OF DUTY.

APPENDIX K.

This important subject was referred to ab con-
siderable length in the Commibtee’s last Report, and
the correspondence set forth the views of His Honor
the Licutenant Governor of Bengal and the opinions
entertained by the Committee : the correspondence
has heen continued and will be found in the appen-
dix of this Report.

The Licutenant Governor, having requested a re-
consideration of the question, pointed out to the
Committee that their recommendation practically
amounted to a proposal to recur to a system which
prevailed under Act XXIV. of 1845, which was
found to work so badly that the law had to be
repealed and Act XIL of 1859 substituted for it: that
the last mentioned Act worked badly also, as had been
proved by the instances of miscarriage laid before
the Committee : that going back to a system which
had been already conderaned was no sufficient reme-
dy; and that His Houor was strongly induced to
revert to the stalus that existed before the law
of 1845 was passed, simply empowering the Govern-
ment to appoint a Court of Bnquiry, and enable
them to compel attendance of parties and witnesses
and examine them on oath or affirmation, and on
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their report to dismisspilots, or cancel their licenses,
or inflict any lesser punishment as hetween master
and servant, the provisions of the Penal Code being
sufficient for any criminal act of neglect Pilots
might be liable for over and above any punishment
which the Government, as their employers, could
inflict.

The various points which were thus submitted as
bearing upon the question were well weighed by the
Committee, and their best attention given to the
arguments advanced by the Government of Bengal ;
but, with all deference to the opinion entertain-
el by the Lieutenant Governor, the Committee
adhered to their previous decision which had been
amived at after mature deliberation. Their main
conclusion was that the miscarriage of justice in the
cases brought to their motice was attributable to
causes other than the maladaptability of the con-
stitution of the Court ; and that no sufficient case
had been made out for the changes proposed by
Government.

The Committee were of opinion that the con-
stitution of the pilot service had been so materially

. modified of late years that some of the provisions

of the Act XXLV. of 1845, though formerly repealed
for its insufficiency, might- be advantageously re-
introduced. That service stands now in a peculiar
position hoth towards™ the Government and the
public; for while its members are dependent on the
former for their licenses and subjected to a certain
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discipline, the majority are on’the free list and look
exclusively to the mercantile and shipping interest
for their remuneration.

If it was considered expedient to establish a
Tribunal for the trial of men belonging to such
service, and if a preponderiiting commercial element
was introduced into it, it appeared bub just that the
pourt should De vested with power not only to
investigate but also to punish, and that the action
of Government, should be confined to either an
approval or disapproval of its proceedings. - If, on
the other hand, the establishment of a simple depart-
mental Court of Enquiry was sufficient, in conjunc-
tion with the provisions of the Penal Codé, to
admiuister the Jaw, there would be no necessity for
the services of those who are ordinarily summoned
for the trial of pilots, for if the punishment is to be
awarded solely by Government the responsibility of
the enquiry should rest exclusively with them.

MARINE MAGISTRATE.
APPENDIX T.

In reply to their letter of 23vd March last,

in which they submitted a proposition for the

appointment of a Mavine Magistrate for the port of
Caleutta, the Committee were informed by the Licute-
nant-Governor that it appeared from returns received
from the Chief Commissioner of Police that during
1j1)c year 1860-61 there were only 339 cases m)?l
in 1861-62 only 375 cases, conneeted with scyn.men
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brought hefore the Magistrates, many of those cases
Dbeing ordinary assanlts and thefts, requiring mno
special knowledge how to deal with them ; and that
as a special Magistrate for the trial of Mavine cases
would hardly have more than one case on each day
to decide, His Honor did not consider the appointment
of such an officer called for ab present.

ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH.

The Chamber has been kept advised of the exer-
tions of Mr. Adley and other parties in England to
form an independent line of telegraph between Cal-
catta and Bombay ; and the Committee are glad
to report the early prospect of those exertions re-
sulling in cowplete success.

On behalf of «The Oriental Telegraph Com-
pany” the Chamber has recently reccived a commu-
nication from the ewinent engineers, Sir Charles
Bright and Mvr. Latimer Clark, who ave associated
with it these gentlemen state that they have heen
Jong engaged in ovganising, by the assistance of the
Indian railways, o system of telegraph similar in
its constibution to the  Blectric and International
Telegraph Company ” of Bugland, and that terms
Dad been arvanged with nearly all the railway com-

panies in Tndia by which the mew company obtain
the use of their stations “and standards, and other
Eacilitios for condueting their business, the manage-
ment of which will be in the hands of the following
well-known representatives of the principal Indian
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railways and of the largest telograph company in
Iingland, viz, :—
Sir Macdonald Stephenson, of the B. I Railway
Company.
A. 8. Ayvton, Tsq., M. P., of the Great Indian
Peninsular Company.
W. Hastridge, Esq., Bombay and Baroda Ditto.
J. €. Marshman, Iisq, Caleutta and S, B, Ditto.
James Walker, Tisq., Madras Ditto.
Johu Chapman, Bsq., Great Southern of India.
J. F. Leith, Bsq., Bastern Bengal Ditto.
How'ble R. Grimston and Capt. M. Huish, Electric
International Telegraph Company.
C.. L. Peel, Tisq., Telegraph to India Company.
Siv Charles 1. Bright and Latimer Clark, Tsq.
Tngineers. ' '
With a Board of Divection constituted as the
ZL]JOVO', the new company will unquestionably have
1100'1\1121,1' facilities for conducting in this conntry
theiv contemplabed introduction of a system of tele-
graph similar o that e

I ng in Bogland ; and
“)f}ll’ arrangements for proceeding with the enter-
prise are 5o far advanced that the company are onl
waiting for a.reply to a reference made to ]-Icy~
Majesty’s Seeretary of State. '
Sir Charles Bright and My, Clark having Teen
charged by H. M’s Government to lay LITe stth-
marine cable in the Persian Gulf expected to hc. on
the spot in November or December ; and on the
completion of that service, carly next year, they will
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probably be preparcd to enter upon the operations
of the Oriental Telegraph Company, commencing
their Indian line from Kwrrachee and working to-
wards Bombay and Calcutta.

PROPOSED FORMATION OF A TRUST FOR THE
RIVER HOOGHLY AND PORT OF CALCUTTA.

APPENDIX. M.

At o special general meeting of the Chamber held
on the 21st May last, to take into consideration the
proposition for establishing a Trust for the River
and River Bank as communicated by the Govern-
ment of Bengal, the following Resolutions were
adopted :— .

15t—That the best mode of managing the River

. Pank is that indicated in the letber of 12th

December last from the Lieutenant-Governor
of Bengal to the Government of India, viz.,
by constituting a separate Trust for the
port and city of Caleutta to undertiake the
management of all works for the improve-
ment of the Strand and River Bank within
the limits of the port, the Board of Trust
being so constituted as to represent the
Government interests—Engineering, Cus-
toms, and Marine—the Commerecial, Trading.
and Shipping interests, both European and
Native, and the Municipal interests.
and.—That the object in view will be best attain-
ed, and the true interesls of the Govern-
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ment, of ‘the city, and of the country at
large, will be best promoted by vesting the
entire control of all funds necessary for
such works in the Board of Trust as above
constituted, and that the residue or surplus
of revenue from such works be applied to
the reduction of port charges, or in such
other way as might tend fo increase and
benefit the commeree of the port and city
of Caleutta.

Your Committee addressed the Government of
Bengal in terms of those Resolulions, and they were
subsequently informed that all the papers velating to
this subject had been transfered to the Legislative
Department with the view to the preparation of a
Bill to be brought hefore the Comncil of the Licute-
nan-Governor at the next session.

In the meanwhile the formation of a separate
st for the conservancy and improvement of the
Hooghly and its banks had continued to engage the
altention of the Supreme Government, and IHis
Bxeellency the Viceroy, on a full review of all the
arguments which had heen presented in connection
with the scheme, submitted the conclusions His Lord-
ship had arrived at and decided that a separate trust
should certainly be constituted ; w
modifieation, however, of the plan originally suggest-
ed, viz, that the River Trust might Dbe properly
:_mLhoriscd to undertake any works designed for the
mprovement of the port, such as Jjeltics,

ith this material

docks, ware-

e
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houses, and tramways for connecting the same ; and
that it might be entrusted with the care of the
moorings, lights, and pilotage of the river,—its entire
charge in short as far as the Sandheads.

The communication of the Government of India
having been forwarded by the Government of Bengal
for the Chamber’s report as to the best manner of
carrying out the larger scheme now proposed the
Commibtee gave the subject their most careful atten-
tion and conveyed the following suggestions :—

1. The power and duby of carrying into effect
the provisions of any Act that may be passed for
the purposes of the Trust should be vested in and
performed by a Body of Trustees, consisting of -
fifteen members, to be styled, “The Trustees
of the Iooghly Navigation,” who shall be a Abr{dy
corporate, and possess all the privileges appertaining
thereto in respect of such Trust.

2. Of the said fifteen members six should be nomi-
nated Dby the Government of Bengal as representing
its interests—as is done in the case of the “ Clyde
Navigation Trust,”—in the Bngineering, Marine, and
Customs’ Departments ; and nine should be repre-
sentalives of the mercantile and shipping interests
of Calentta, and clected by the Chamber of Com-
merce, but from the mercantile and shipping interests
generally, and not necessarily from the members of

the Chamber only. The Committee think it may
c
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fairly e considered that the mercantile and shipping
classes have a greater interest than any other in the
improvement of the port of Caleutta, and they
therefore propose that a majority of members of the
Board should be chosen from them.

3. There should be a Chairman and Deputy
Chairman of the Trustees, who should be clected on
the principle adopted in the election of the Chairman
and Deputy Chaivman of the Justices of Caleutta,
viz. that the former shall he appointed by the Go-
vernment of Bengal, and the latter by the Trustees
subject to the approval of the Licutenant-Governor.

4. That the Trustees to be chosen by the Cham-
ber of Commerce shall be clected in the manner
usually observed in the election of its own office-
bearers, that they shall go oub of office annually,
but be cligible for re-election

5 and vacancies oc-

casioned by death, resignation, or any other cause,
filled up immediately in the manner adopted by the

Chamber under like circumstances,

5. If any Trustee, so elected, shall he directly or
indirectly interested or concerned in any contract or
work or office of the Trustees he sh

all cease to he
Trustee, a

nd his office thereupon become vacant,

6. 'The Trustees should be authorised to
Committees of their numbey with such pow
under- such instructions,

appoint
ers and
directions, and limit,

ations,
as may appear to the Trustees expedient,
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7. The Trustees should have the power to boxrow
on-the seeurity of the rates, works, lands, and property
of the Trustees, such sums of money as may appear
to them necessary for the purposes of the Trust;
wnder limits sanctioned Dby the Government of
Bengal, bub in such manner and at such times as the
Prustees shall sce fit.

8. The Bonds and assignments of sceurity issued
Dy the Trustees for the sums so borrowed should be
cxempt from Stamp Dutics, and that such Bonds
should be transferable by endorsement, in the same
way as is provided in the Act under which a new
Municipality has lately been formed in Caleutta.

9. The Trustees should have the power to deter-
mine, from time to time, what port dues shall be
levied on and in respect of all vessels eutering or
using the river, and what rates slmu be levied on
all goods shipped or unshipped in the 1‘1\'0}', or placed
or stored in sheds and warchouses Dbelonging to the
Prustees, and for the use of wharfs, cranes, stages,
and other works constructed for the convenience of
the trade of the port.

10. Al ferries should be placed under the authori-
ty and control of the 'rusbees nAud subject to such
regulations as the Trustees may direct. '

11. 'The River Police should be under the direc-
tion and control of the Trustees, who should have

the power of appointing the Superintendent and
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other officers, and of removing the same if they
think fit. The Committee think that such a change as
this is necessary espeeially after the robheries which
tool place last year in the cases of several shipments
of Indigo, and more recently of other goods,—rob-
berdes which the River Police as ab present constitub-
ed appear unable either to prevent or discover when
committed.

12. The Trustees should have the power of ap-
pointing a Board, to be styled the « Pilo¢ Board,”
which shall have the same authority as is now ex-
ercised by CGovernment for the licensing of Pilots
for the safe conduct and navigation of vessels in the
tiver Hooghly, for the direction and control of all
matters pertaining to the pilotage of the port, for
imposing and enforcing penaltics for breach of any
byelaws, rules or regulations made by the Pilot
Board, and for the management of any fund now
existing or which may be ereated hereafter for the
benefit of pilots belonging to this port ; and that
members of the Board of Trustees should be eligible
as members of the Pilot Board.

The foregoing appeared to he the main features to
notice in the present stage of the question, and they
were submitted as such for the consideration of His
Honor the Licutenant-Governor.

The entire correspondence will be found in the
appendix.
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COTTON CULTIVATION.
APPENDIX N.

The Government of India bas continued .to f‘ur-
nish the Chamber with Reports upon the c'uluvatlon
of cotton in the central and upper provinces, z\r;(i
members have been supplied with reprinted copies
of these interesting and important documents.

In connection with this subject the Committee
thought it desirable to ascertain whether the largely
increased cost of imported cotton manufactures }}as
had any influence upon the induslr)‘. of nafive
weavers ; and the Government has promised to con-
sider this reference : any information that may be
collected will hereafter e furnished to the Chamber.

GOVERNMENT TIMBER PURCHASING AGENGY AT

RANGOON AND MOULMEIN.
APPEXDIX O.

On the 26th June a representation to the GD\:ern-
ment of India was made by the Landbolders ‘aud
Commercial Association and the Chau.ﬂ‘Jer of Com-
merce, conjointly, in support of a petition from the
merchants of Rangoon aud Moulmein, who renewed
their remonstrances against the iuteuti@ of Go-
vernment (o establish-at those ports agencies for the
purchase of teak timber. .

Your Committee entirely concurred with t?lc peti-
tioners as to the mischievous consequences likely to
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result from the interference by the State with the
ordinary course of trade ; and they were surprised,
after the declared policy of Government in regard to
matters of private enterprise, that any endeavowrs
should be made to enber into arrangements which
involved a direct competition with the merchant,

The proposed agencies have however been aban-
doned ; the Hon'ble the President in Council being
of opinion that cireumstances had altered materially
from those which induced the Government in 1861
to approve of the scheme; that owing to recent
changes in the Indian Marine a special agency for
the provision of timber was unnceessary ; and that
timber required for the use of other departments
of the Public Service should be obtained by inviting
tenders for supply in the ordinary way.

SIR A. COTTON'S ADDRESS ON IRRIGATION.

APPENDIX. P.

The address with which Major General Sir 4 rthur
Cotton favored the Chamber ab a special meeting
held on the 7th of May last must be fresh in the
recolleetion of members ; the Committee need there-
fore but briefly refer o it in this part of their Report
but the entire memorandum on the projects of jvri-
gation” proposed in Bengal and the North-western
provinees will he found in the appendix.

The points chiefly propounded were the distril

' -
tion and regul

ation of the water of the rivers Mahe-
nuddee, Bralminee, and Biturne

¢ in the provinee
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of Orissc’s of consbructing a weir across the Soane,
and main and branch canals between the different
rivers in the provinee of Behar : and of conducting
somewhat similar operations in the province of
Oude.

In dealing with these large measures of internal
improvement Siv Arthur Cotbon was of opinion that
there existed abundant data . for the conclusions he
had formed ; and his. long and extensive experience
in similar works on a large scale in the Madras
presidency satisfied him that the valley of the
Ganges was far more favorable for the regulation
of its waters than the irrigated districts in Madras,
and that rvesults ab least equal to those obbained
there could certainly be produced by the same means
Tere.

LANCASHIRE DISTRESS RELIEF FUND.

The results of the Chamber’s movement in aid of
the distressed operalives in the Cotton manufactur-
ing districts of England have been most gratifying ;
the sum of £47,000 announced in their last report
as having been remitted from Caleutta to the Man-
sion House Committee in London has been inereased
to nearly £54,000,—exclusive of remittances from
Bombay and Madras and other places—a substantial
testimony of the sympathy felt by all classes of the
community of this country for the sufferings and
privations of our countrymen at home, and admi-
ration of the unexampled fortitude with which they
have heen so long endured.
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MEMBERS,

The following gentlemen have been admitted Ly
the Commitlee members of the Chamber subject
to the confirmation of a general meeting :—Messrs.
Turner, Morrison and Co., Samuel Smith Sons and
Co. ; Hoffmann and Co.; D. A. Smith and Co. ;
P. and C. Nosserwanjee Cama and Co. ; Byramjee
Cauma and Co.; L. W. Toulmin, R, Gentle, and
Manockjee Rustomjee.

And the following members have retired from the
Chamber :—

The Agent of the Oriental Bank Corporation ;
Messrs. Dickinson Brothers and Co. ; Jardine, Skinner
and Co.; Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Co.; Glad-
stone, Wyllic and Co.; Williamson Brothers and
Co.; Lyall, Rennie and Co.; Wattenbach, Heilgers
and Co. ; and Potter and Co.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.
APPENDIX Q.

The half-yearly balance of the funds of the
Chamber amounts to Rs. 4,591-2-0 in the Bank of
Bengal, in addition to the reserve in Government
Securities of Rs. 7,500.

WiLLiaM MAITLAND,

President,
CALOUTTA,

31st October 1863,

¥

APPENDIX A.

COMMERCIAL TELEGRAMS FROM LONDON.

Bexcan CrmaMBer oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 27th August 1863,
E. C. BAYLEY, Esquirg,
Seerctary to the Government of India,
Ilome Departinent,

Sir,—Tho Committee of the Chamber of. Commeree request you
will do them the favour of bringing to tho notice of the Honorable
fhe President in Cowncil that the weekly commercial messages
hitherto published as public nows on the arrival of the English
mail ab Galle and Bombay, and which for the Inst 12-month have
Deen transmitted from London to Sucz ab the joint exponse of this
Chamber and of the Chambers at Bombay, Madias, Colombo, and
Goohin, will be discontinied after tho 30th proximo ; the Ghambors
ab the obher places huving found it convenient to make independent
ts for oblaining tho i
ally interestod.

With the above exeeption, the expense attending these commer-
einl summarics has for soveral years been borno exclusively by this
Chawber; the commercial community of India having had the
benefit of sueh intelligonce without contributing in any way what-
over to the cost incurred.

n conscquence of $ho secession of the other associations, tho
qostion of continuing the weelly telograms has beon wnder the
considoration of tho membors of this Chambor, and their decision
and wishes in this respect T am now directed to communicate.

"o anmual cost of a weekly tolegram from London to Caleutta
is estimatod at 12,000 Rupees 5 and a considerable majority of the
members have consented o contribute to that cost ; but upon the

A

in whicl each is speci-

Btk
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distinct understanding ihat the messages shall not be published as
public news, but treated as private information for subseribers : for
they see no reason why non-contributors should derive any advan-
tage from an arrangement the heavy expense of which is o be de-
frayed cutirely by themselves,

That expense includes the chargo of transmission from Bombay
and Galle. Hitherto that charge has not been made, the telegrams
having heen sent free as public news and published in tho Govern-
ment Telegraph Gazette for general information. Tho Committco
desire to record their sense of the liberality of the Government in
this respect and to thank the President in Council for the privilege
50 long conceded ; but the continuance of which will not be necessa-
1y if the modificd arrangoment is carried out.

In order to include items of interest to so many subseribers, their
associated messages must of necessity bomuch longer than those
which they would individually reccive:: but that unavoidahle length
creates a difliculty which the permission of Government can alono
remove; for it is provided by a rule under Act XXXTV. of 1854 that
tho shorter message shall invariably have priority of transmission ;
and as the associated message will probably be the longest, it will in
that case be also the last transmitted : but such transmission will
altogether defeat the utility of thie telegram, and render valucless
the avrangement earried out at so much cost.

The Committee therefore on behalf of the subscribers heg res-
peetinlly to bring this matier to the favourable notice of the Pr
dent in Council, and they trust His Honor will, as a special c: $0y
authorise the rule to be relaxed in their favonr. They are prepared
to meet the objection which may possibly be raised to such priority
Deing accorded, by observing that it nn) be regarded as an unpoq i
Dility to Xeep scerot the intolli Iy 1

to sixty merchants; it would no doubt bo imparted to brokers and
others and thus made public; they thercfore who would get the

shorter separate telegrams a little later would have also the advan-

tage of their own advices being corrected or confirmed by tho oq
or general message.

The Committee would moreover represent that as the mes
open to any onc desirous of participating in the iuform,

wy one des rmation con-
veyed by it, it is manifest that there ean he o purpose of monopo-

ssage is

il

lising such information ; and there is no obyochon whatever to those
who receive their separate tclcnmnq joining in  the associated
messngo.

1f the point now urged cannot be conceded, the arrangement in
which so many members are intorested will, the Committee fear,
most probably be abandoned.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. W. I. WOOD,

Seerelary.

No. 5887.

Trom

. C. BAYLEY, Esquus,

Scey. to the Govl. of India,

To

H. W. L WOOD, Esquins,

Seey. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Dated Fort William, the 15th Seplember 1863

o DEPT.
Blee. Tel.

Sin—] am dircoted to acknowledge the recoipt of your lotter:

dated the 274l wltimo, conveying the request of the Committee
of the Chamber of Commerce that the rule of the Electric Te-
lograph Department, which gives a preferenco in case of mes-
sagos simultancously roccived for despatch to those of the
fowest words, may mnot be allowed to operate to the dis-
advantage of the commercial messages from London, for the
1 the Chamber of Commerco now

receipt of which Dy each w
proposcs ‘to cnter into new anrangements, It is intended that the

L
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message addressed to the Chamber of Commerce shall in fulrire
be paid for instcad of being transmitted free over the Indian
lines ; that it shall be treated as a private message instead of
Doing published, as at prosent, immediately on its xeceipt by the
telograph office; and that only those members of the Chamber
and other persons who subscribe towards tho expense ‘of the ar-
rangement, shall be admitted to the benefit of it, The Committeo
of tho Chamber are desirous ihat, notwithstanding this change,
the Government will still allow priovity of tiausmission to be given
to the message.
2. In support of this rcquest, it is urged that a considerable
- majority of the Chamber, and some others not Dolonging to the
Chamber, have agreed to subscribe for a joint message ; butb that
there is no purpose of monopolising the information 1o bo 50 ob-
tained, inasmuch as it is open to any one to subscribe to the
message who may be desirous of participating in the advantages
of it Tt is nlso pointed ont that as an associated message, common
to a large numbor of firms, must necossarily bo Jonger than mes-
sages for single firms, the enforcement of a rule that tho shorter
messagos shall invariably have priority of transmission when two
or more messages are simultancously delivered into a Telegraph
Offico would have the effect of always postponing the associated
message to the last, and would in fact bo practically prohibitory
of such a message. N
3. The President in Council having fully considered this appli-
cation, and having regard o tho great diffieulty of laying down
any rule whatover for regulating the order in which mail messages
simultancously veceived by the offices at Galle and Bombay shall be
transmitted, which ean be satisfactory to all concerned, and fully
adumitting that the. oxisting rule, which gives priovity to the shor-
ter messages, has Jittle of cither reason or justico to recommend
it, is willing to concede the advaniage asked for by the Committeo
of the Chamber of Commeree, 50 far as to allow the nail messago,
addressed to the Chamber to take precedence of other mail messa-
ges (not being mesiages already entitled under any existing order
£o special precedence) which may be deliveced into tho

Telegraph
Oflice at Gallo or Bowbay af the same time,

This condition it is
cousidered neeessary o state precisely and specifically, because it

b

v

may sometimes happen that, cither owing to accidental delay in the
Post Office, or by some special agency, othermossages from the
mail steamers may reach the Telegraph Ofice before the message
for the Chamber is received : and in such cases priority of mmsml?-
sion cannot be allowed to the Chamber’s message, even ﬂfon(gh it
may bo received in the Telegraph Office hefore the (l‘allsllllsﬁ{oll of
some of those previously received has been commenced. 'I(: will be
distinctly understood that the concession now allowed is Pmdc on
the understanding that the Chamber’s message is to ho M'm.l_able to
any person, whether a member of the Chamber or othcrwfse, who
may be willing to subseribe towards its cost; and I am desired also
o intimate expressly that the arrangement now authorised must be
regarded as subject to future modification, should circumstances
cc:meclr\d cither with the public service or with the interests of the
general community appear hereafter to render an alteration neces-

sary.
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient scrvant,
. C. BAYLEY,
Seey. to the Gout. of India.




APPENDIX B.

THE STAMP ACT.
No. 538.
J. P. GRANT, Xso.,

Trox

Ofy. Jr. Scerctary to the Board of Revenue,

Tux SECRETARY, BENGAL CHAMBER
or COMMERCE,

. Tort William, the 8th May 1563,
W. J. Allen, Dsq.
S1t,—By dosiro of the Board of Revemme, 1 have the honor to

forward herewith a copy of the Advocate General’s opinion, reccived

through the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, on the question
xaised by the Chamber of Commerce, in your letter of 171 Decem-

ber last,* relative to the construction of Section XT Act X of 1862,

which sots at xest the doubts hitherto entertained on tho subject,
T have the Lionor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
7. P. GRANT,
Offy. Jv. Seorclary.
OPINION.
T confess that T am wnablo 4o soo any
scetion of the Ack. The torm “ denofing”
g

Act from the 4th scction downwards in tho same sonse,

denotes the amount of duty which is priuted on it, 4

notos the duty charged by the .

singly by having

ambiguity in the 114h
is used throughout tho

A stamp
A stamp de-
| Act on abill for Rs. 10,000 drawn
printed on it the amount of that duty—viz, Rg, 12,

It appears to me that the construction contended for by the (L

f-yearly Report.

i
i
i

vii

hor of Commerce renders the use in the 11th section of the words,
“ywhether the same be a single bill or one ofa set of two or morebills”,
and “when drawn singly” entirely unmeaning. The legislature
can hiardly bo supposed to have introduced these words with rofer-
ence to bills drawn out of India for less than Rs. 100, and putting
that class of Dills out of sight, in every other cascthe scetion
according o the construction of the Chamber of Commerce would
have the same cffect if the words T have referred to were left out.
Butit is clear, when one contrasts ““any bill of exchange,” with “onc
of a set” that the legislature mean to provide that one of a set
dvawn out of Tudia must he stamped as if it had been drawn singly.
That the section may operate somewhat hardly is true; but I
think its meaning is clear. When it is compared with the 12th
section, it will be scen that the legislature ensure that the public
yevenue shall at least got the full amount of duty payable on a set of
Dills whether drawn in or out of India.  As to bills drawn in India,
{hiis s ensured by providing that where a bill purports to he drawn
as one of a set the drawer must al the same time draw the rest of
the seb on proparly stamped paper.  As the same enactment could
Do applied to bills drawn out of India in scts, the 114h scction
ensures that the full amount of duty on the whole set shall be paid
in respect of any ono of the set which is presented, endorsod, or
negociated in India.

T. H. COWIE.
Tt April 1863,

(True copy.)
F. C. SANDES,

Solicitor o Government.
(Prue copy.)

J. H. CASHMAN,
Offy. Register, Bengal Seéretaviat.
DBoarp oF REVLNUE,
Tort Willicam,
The 8th DMay 1563,
(True copy.)
J. P. GRANT,
Offg. Tr. Secrctary.

o




APPENDIX €.

TRADE AND NAVIGATION RETURNS.

No. 236.
Frox
R. B. CHAPMAN, Esquirr,
Offy. Secretary to the Board of Revene,
To

Tnr SECRETARY 7o Tin CHAMBER
or COMMERCE,
Daled Fort William, the 15tk August 1863,
Tand Revenue, N

Miscellancous,
A Grote, Beq.,

Sit,—Under instructions from the Government of Dengal, T am

directed by the Board of
* Board's letter No. 125, dated 13th July with  Lievenue to forward the
e A S I Dogers 58 por wargin
X and to request that you
will favor them with an
expression of the opinion of the Chamber of Commmerco rogardiug
the forms of trade andnavigation returns proposed for adoption by
the statistical committeo,
2nd. The more detailed forms, which wererece redsubsequently to
thedateof thé Collector of Customs’ Ietter, will furnishall the needful
information regarding the trado between this and other ports ; but the
Board will be glad to be favoured with any remarks that the Ch
may have {o offer on M. C;

Letter N
of Customs (o Boardl.

amber

wlord’s other suggestions,
3rd. The return of the forms is xequested with your reply.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
R. B. CHAPMAN,
Ofly. Seeretary,

ix

No 125,
Froar .
R. B. CHAPMAN, Esq,

0ffy. Seey. to the Board of Revenue,
o .
Tur, COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS,
Fort IWilliam, the 13th July 1863.
Customs,
A Grote, Exq., "
Sir,—T am dirccted by the Board of Revenue to forward the
' papers as per margin,® and to request
Forms in conneetion with na-  that you will favor them, on as early
vigation and trade of Caleutta. ble, with an ex-

and with any

a date as practi

pression of your view .
suggestions you may have to make on the forms of :\cco\mts,tm
comneetion with the trado and navigation of the port of Caleutts,

sod by istical Committee.
proposed by the statistical .
and. The enclosures of this lotter ave to bo reburned with your

report,
T have, &e.y
(Signed) R. B. CHAPMAN,
Ofy. Seerelary.
No. 272,
Frox
J. A, CRAWFORD, Esq.,
0ffy. Collector of Cusloms, Calenila.
To

T OFFICIATING SECRETARY 70 TnE
BOARD or REVENUE, CALCUTT

Dated Fort William, the 21st July 1863.

Srr,—T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lettor
No. 125, of the 13th instant, with enclosures,
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oud. Tn reply I bog tostate that the forms appaar fo me to he
oty simple, and well calenlated to attain tho object i view, viz.
ation of this port. Bubno

correct vobuns of the brade and navig
provision scoms {0 bave boon made for giving any separate ve-
furns bobween this and other ports, without which it will bo
Smpossible to mrive at any compaative vosults. With the ox-
coption also of @ few of tho principal imports, there seems to Lo
1 of goods, that is from wheneo

10 intention of recording the orig
imporled.

3rd. I obscrve too, that apparently the returns ave meant to be
for tho calendar and not the official year, as will be scon froin the
Jeading of the columns in cash yetwen ; whethor this will bo acecp-
table to the mercantile community or not T am unable to say ; speak-
ing for the convenience of the office alone, T would strongly prefer
the calendar year, as the basis of all the annual roturns.

4fh, Whilst this matber is under consideration, I would beg to
snggost Uio propricty of introducing one wniform system of trado
and navigation returns, not only thvough the ports subject to tho
Goyermment of Bengal but throughout Indin,  With different
forms of returns itisa troublesome matter to institute compari-
song 3 but with the same forms a comparison is ensily anived at.
There aro of course cortain staples which will appear in the reburns
of this which cannot be exhibited in thoso of other -ports, so that
whilsb insisting on the same details in returns, there should be dis-
cretion left to the authoritics in other places as to the different
Teads of entry required ad each port.  With the additions noted by
me, T do not think simpler forms could be devised, I would sug-
gost however, that, if adopted, thore slhould be no comparative ve-
burns i1l the sceond year, that is that the new forms should not
take up the relurns of the past yoar, but stand out as a completely
new system, dating from its first introduction alone,

T have, .,

(Signed)  J. A, CRAWFORD,

0ffy. Colleelor of Cusloms.

i
1
¥
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- Criansir or CoMMERCE,
Calenlla, 1400 Seplember 1863,
k. B. CLHAPMAK, Ese.,
Gffg. Seey. to the Board of Tevente.

S1,—1 am directod by the Conmmitteo of the Chambor of Com-
merce to acknowledge vecoipt of your letters Nos. 236 and 261
of 16th ultimo and 2nd instaut.

With roference to the views exprossed by the Ofiiciating Collector
of Customs the Committee are of opinion that the convenience
of the mercantile community would bo better promoted if the
frade roturns proposed o bo adopted by the statistical commitice
aro given for the commerdial year from 1sl May to 30th April ag
hitherto published

The Commitice thivk, with Mr. Crawford, that nnless reburns
of trado with cach port ave duly reearded no acourate compaative
and

Jesults of the genoral trade of the country can Do arrived a
thete can bo no question as to the oxpediency of wniformity of
systent at the threo Prosidencics.

With the introduction of the now system involved i the rofurns
forwardod by the Board thero may be somo difficulty in giving
comparative roturns for two ov threo years past ; bub if these can
o furnished the goneral statemont will he all #he more valuablo
of comse.

1t the Committce rightly apprehend the object of the statistienl
Gommitice the following trade rctnms are proposed to be adoptodi—

General imports of )

Torcign trade—dutiable,
morchandise.....
» " free
" Coasting trade—dutialle

" ”» 1
Quantitios and valuss of the ahove heing duly detailed.
Goneral exports of )

Toucign and coasting as alive,

morchandise. ...

Quantitics and values of these heing duly detoiled.
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Tuiports and exports of bullion and specic,
Bonding account.

Imports and exports—Foreign and coasting tounage.

Tt appears to the Commiitee that fu all, statistical trade roturns
the chief point to observe, next to
statement, is simplicity of arrangement, so that any
or oxport can be

of the figmed

at onco traced, its declared or computed valuo
ascorlained, its liability to, or Irecdom irom, duty duly

corded,
s well as whether e imported articles lad passed into consunp.
tion having paid the duty, or whether thoy were placed in bond
subject to the duty payabls on their dlearance, &o., o

Now the printed forms, which the Commitiee have cxrefully gone
through, provide that these particulars shall be given, but not in
that concentrated form in which it is so vory desirable the dofails
should appear.

 Tor instance if you inquire afier wlocs, cno of the very first
stoms in he Jist of imports, you will fnd it i Tible No. 3, Cousting
trade—Duty frec—as coming from Bombay ; but that s not the
only eniry, for you will find it also in Zable No. 2, Imports and

consumption jorcign—Dutichlo—as coming from Aden,
Again as to piece goods which are imported from all places, and
subject to duty or nat as the case wmay be, thewn .
ty for searching out the partiontars,

is the same
And 50 on with other

items,

o give these purticulus in a collected form, and to concentrate
inone page the details which may be otherwiso found in half a
dozen, 35 the object of the Commitice in offerin,

g the tccompanying
forms for the Bowd's concideration, o

” Not to trouble the Board
with to0 many forms the Committee forward only
Topo will be suflisioutly explanatory. i
 Xo. 1—gives a stntement of all articles of marel
into Calentta in ang one month—sny Augush 1863,

No. 2—the aggiegate

3, which they
andise imported

resulbs from the commencemont of the year

and ending with the month of Auguat,

il

No. S—a statement of all merchandise imported in that montl
as compared with imperts for same month in three previous years

Considering the amount of information which the statistical
commiitee require, the reburns muss be veluminous, necessarily 3
It the details are brought into a much smaller compass in the
specimen forms hor

with cubmibied than in those they have had

the opportunity of examining ; for you Will obsorve that in cach
of the three forms you find the rotmms of imports that have paid
hat have beon placed -in bond, and that hiave been passed

o, but these distinguishing details bave xofer-

from onr own

cousting por ving in one page a comploto roturn of the

quangities and values of any article of import whsther from a

foreign ora iomo port, whether duty-paid, bonded, or free, and

Tassly the agrregate quantity and value.

Morcover at the foob of each separaic colummn of tho monthly

roburn you get the aggregato of the foreign aud coasting trade,

and the statement thus shews ab & ghuneo the entire value of cach,

and what portion has congribuied to iho revenue, or is liable to
duty, and how much has come in free.

The Commithee would recommend the same form for boti imports
and exports, morely omistivg the honded columm in the tables of
exports.

The tonnage reburns eall for no partioular comment.

T yolun the forms received with your letiex and hope the Board

have been talken in sug;

cuge the liberkies tha

will ex 4 altora-

tions in some of tho details.
I have, de.,
W, 1L WOOD,

Sewrelary,




APPENDIX D.

LIABILITY OF GOVERNIIENT UNDER THE
CUSTOMS ACT,

Buxcat Cuamrer or Coanarerer,

Caleutta, 10th June 1863,
1. L. DAMPIER, Bsquirr,

Seeretary to the Board of Revenue,

S, —Moesses. Watteubach, Heilzors and Co. have Jajd bofore
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce copic:

5 of correspon-
dence between the Board and thomselves rolative

to their claim for
 the value of aeaso of merchandize ox ship “Shannon”, alloged to
have heen Liought to the Gustom Houso and made over g the offi-
cer in eharge of one of the import sheds, bk which v

s not delivered
on application and has not sinco heon 1

covered,
As the Board ane. familinr with the civemmstanons in conneetion
with this mattor the Committeo will not trouble Youwith a vecapi-
tnlution of them, nov will they onter into the question of tho i
nates for the Toss sustained
by Mosaas. Wattonbach, Heilgers and Go., furhor i to remark
that the elaim would appear to be buned hy
Jegal provision for such liabilit,
stood all respon

lity of Ciovernment through its subordi

the absence of any
g on the Jaw as it 4hon

L and 1os
ty Tias Doen disavowed,

P the consolidated Customs’ Act howoyer, No, VT of 1863, which
eume into foree on st May Js

s importers can be compelled 4o
Dring all their pa

505 to- the Custom House, and g
eonbingoncics the oflicer in charge of tho Custop, House i
Lo receive packages in enstody and 0 b aceounabe for them : buy,
Hhere appears to be some ambignity in the soctions of the Act hear-
Ingg on this point which inforentially hug nof distinetly dofine tho
tiability 5 and if the Board will be no good g 1o sy explicitly what
cremmstances wonld gone

cerlain

Dound

it s vesponzibility wuder the Act fhe

%
f
N
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Committee will be glad to receive the expression of the Boand's
opinion. - For instance would the ease submitted by Mossrs,
Wabtenbach, Heilgers and Co., fix the yesponsibility on the Go-
vernment or Covernment officer ?

The responsibilities of private warchouse keepors are unmistulke-
ably defined, and there should, the Committce submit, be no doubt,
as 1o the responsibilitics of Government public warchouses,

T Jiavo the honor to he,
Sir,
Your most obedient sorvant,
H. W. I WOOD,

Seerctary.

- No. 891,
Frox
T. B, LANE, Bsqurn,

Offy. Jv. Seey. 1o the Board of Revenue,

To
Tur SECRETARY 7o 111 BENGAL
CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Dated Fort Willicm, the Gth July 1863,
Custona
W, 7. Allen,

A Vs
A Grote, J

Sim,—1 am directed by the Board of T

Xevenue o acknowledgo
tho recoipt of your letter dated the 10th wltimo, and in reply to
stato that they do nok sco any ambiguity in section 188 At VI
of 1863, to which you apparently rofer.

2. Mho Board desire me to ohserve thal they have no authority
to intorpret the law o the Bengal Chamber of Commorce, and that
they aro of opinion that the point mooted by the Chamber cin be
satisfactorily solved only by a decision of iho Conrts of Taw.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
I" BRUCE LANE,

Offg. Tunior Secrctary.




APPENDIX I

DUTY ON GLASGOW COTTON MANUFACTURES,

NaaL CraMpen or Coxyrrer,

Caleutte, 120k January 1863,
MATOR IL €, JAMIS,
" Private Seorstary to the Lisvtenant Governor of Bengal,

Sim,—T am direetod by tho Commitice of the Bengal Chambor of
Commarce to forward to you for submission to His onor the Lioute.
nantGovemor the enclosod letiar 10 His Hono's address from
Messrs. Tyall, Rennio and Co. and Messis. Gillanders, Axbuthmot
aud Go. and others, together with tho samples reforred 1o in Messrs,
Lyall, Rennic and Co.’s communication,

With referenco to pare. 7 of Messs, Lyall, Rennioand Co.’s lettor,
and para. 2 of the letter from Moss, Gillaudess, Avbutimot &Co.,
nd others, Tam to stato that the Govermmont of India in a letjey g0
the Goverument of Dongal, dated 7th May 1862 (commuiieatod to
this office under date the 28th idem, and of wlich for ready re-
ference Lenolose the original) having dofined the form ¢ Vitee goods”
wedin “the sehedule of Act XT of 1862, as including  all pioco
goods of colton, itk woollen, Tnen, and mixed fabrios or other
oot wstelly mawifucliured in picees or lnglls,” it is not dlear to the
Comnnittee on what anihority the Board of Revenne, setting aside
this defiuition of the term by the Supremo Government, avhitrarily
vorsistin imposing on a particular clags of goods, to all intents
andpueposes. coming within that defiuition, o higher rate of duty
than they are subject to by Iy,

Should further information be yequired by
of the gentlomon intercsted in the fmport of

His Honor a deputation
these partienlar goods

xvil
will be glad fo wait on His Honor, accompanied by the President
or Vice President of Chamber, on my being informed of His Honor’s
wish to that eflect.

The return of the original cnclosures from the Government of
India is requested when no longer required, .
I have, &ec.,

H. W. I. WOOD,

Seeretary.
No. 2897.
TFrox
Tur UNDER SECRETARY 10 e
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To
Tur SECRETARY To TiE
BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Dated Fort William, the 20th July 1863.
Customs.

S1r,—With reference to your letter dated the 12th January last
and its enclosures, T am directed to forward herewith, for the
information of the Chamber, a copy of the orders* of the Licute-
* Eudorsement to Boardof  nant-Governor on the subject of the
e Mne Loy, et representation made by the Chamber on
the 18th June 1863, with ! nber
annexure, behalf of cortain merchants of this city,
and to return as requested the original papers submitted by you.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
JOHN GEOGHEGAN,

Under-Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.
C
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No. 3813,
Frow
. C. BAYLEY, Ese,
Secy. 1o the Government of Tudia,
© e Hovonants A. EDEN,
Seey. to the Gout. of Dengl.
Dated Tort, William, the 17tk June 1863,

Tome Department.

Sir,—With referenco to your lotter No. 2578 datcd 11¢h instant,
and to previous correspondenco relative Lo the proper interprota.
tionto bo given of the term “ Picce Goods,” as used in schedulo
A. of Act XTof 1862, T am dirceted to state that the President
in Conneil, fully concurring in tho view now taken by the Licuto-
nani-Governor of Bengal, is pleased to determine that all goods
mannfactured in the pi

ce, whother imported in the piceo or cut,
shail be heneoforward admitted at the lowor rate of duty, viz.,
B per eent. «d valorem 5 and that the oxcoss of duty levied undor
the contrary ruling of Scptember last shall be at once refunded.

T have, de.,
(Signed) I C. BAYLEY,

Seey. tothe Gout, of India.

No. 2500.
Copy forwarded to the Roard of Revomue with roforence {o
their lettor No. 663, dated the 5th instant, and with o request that

they will issue the necessary instructions to the Collector of
Customs,

By order, &e.,
(Signed) . GEOGHEGAN,

Under-Steey. to the Gort. of Bengat,
Torx Winsiay, ) " . of Benge

The 18th June 1863, |
(True Copy.)
J. 11, CASHMAN,
Ofly. Begister, Bengal Seerctariat,

APPENDIX T.

\ WORKING HOURS OF PREVENTIVE OFFICERS ON
& BOARD SHIP,

Bexearn Crasmer or Cosnner

iy

Culoutta, 22nd July 1563.

: THE ITONORABLE A. EDEN,
\ Seeretary lo the Government of Bengal,
# Sim—With reference o the notics issued by the Officiating C:

ol
Joctor of Customs, yegulating the working

hours of the preventive
service and the scalo of feos for extra labour, the Comittee of tho
Chamber of Commerce desire me to reprosent that, 4 p.

M. s far
too carly an hour to fix

as the close of the day for which tho pro-
venlivo ofticer s hound {o work ; and that to discontinuo {ho
Toading or disc

ge of a vessel ab that hour is an inconvenionc ju-
terruption of the day’s work which should terminate only at sunsof,
The work can be continued, the Committee are a are, on the
payment of fees according to the recently authorised scalo; bug
I it is submitted that these form a material addition 1o the suflici-
i ently heavy eharges already imposed upon the shipping of this port 5
and that the ordinary operations of a vessel shonld nof, be hampered
i Dy the introduction of asystem of fees, which s at the host ve ry ob-
| Jectionable, and which will not fmprohably form a continual spurec
o of annoyance botween the ship and the Customs’ officor.

T have the honor to he, e,
W, 1 Woon,

Secrelury.
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No. 489T

Frox

Tur SECRETARY 1o THE

GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

To

Tue SECRETARY To THE

BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Dated Bhaugulpore, the 7th September 1863,

Customs.

Str,—In reply to your letter dated the 22nd July last, T am
dirocted to state, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce,
that under the provision of Act VI of 1863, the Licutenant-Gover-
nor Lias been pleased to decide that the working hours of the Cus-
toms’ preventive service at the port of Caleutta shall in future
be from 8 4. 3. to5 T . ; and orders have been issued accord-
ingly.
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

A. EDEN,

Seeretary fo the Government of Bengal,

APPENDIX G.

SURVEY AND LICENSE OF CARGO BOATS.

B

NGAL ClAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 4th Aug. 1863.
Tue HON’BLE A. EDEN,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Sir,—The owners of cargo boats plying within tho limits of this
port have forwarded to the Chamber of Commeree a copy of their
momorial o [is Honor tho Licutenant-Governor of Bengal against
the survey of their boats and the payment of a survey fee, as
directed to bo made and levied by the officiating Collector of
Customs in his notification of the 14th of last month—the survey
feo boing preseribed under the Government of Bengal notice of
rd idom.

With reference to this representation the Commitico of the
Chamber desive mo to stato that in their opinion the interests of
cargo boat owners would he rather promoted than injured by the
periodical survey of their property, as shippers of catgo would
naturally give the preference to boats which liad been properly
over-hauled and duly adwmitied to the licenso and registry required
Dy the Act, and which wnder such provisions would invaviably
command employment.

Notwithstanding this concession however, the Committee agree
with the memorialists that -while the Act provides for the license
and registration of cargo boats (and both sections 161 and 162 refer
spocially to these requirements and n0 ofher) it is altogether silent
as to survey. Tho latter scetion authorises, it is true, such rules
and fees as tho local Government may, from time to time, preseribe,
bub the obvious reading of theso words is such rules and fees asmay
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e applicable Lo licensing and registry, and the Committee cannot '
but regard the subsequently introduced requirement of 3
a complote surprise upon cargo boat owners,

And here they would i

asurvey as

From the Sr

rany to the Government of Bengal, to the Orre,

stance the inconsistency of the charges I TuNToR Secirrany to the Board of Rovenue, dated Fort William,
preseribed under the Government of Bengal notice of 3rd July; : the 1st August 1563.

for assuming the liconse to contemplate and include survey, i i Cautoms. :

larger measure is made subject to a fee 1th of that imposed upon

the smaller ; thus making the integral bear a burden 20 per cent. Sir,—T am directed to acknowledge the recoipt of your letter
Tess than one of its component provisions, No. 1035, dated the 30th wltimo, with enclosnres, on the subject of

On a due consideration of the whole question the Commmitteo are
of opinion that a consolidated fec of 2 rupees for license, registry, o
istry,

and survey would be a sufficiont, ohaxgo, and oconmend it in licu : should receive tho official vocognition implied by the grant of
of the fees now preseribed, i

ihe proposed survey and license of cargo hoats plying at this port.

2. Tt does not appear to the Licutenant-Governor that

license umtil it has been ascertained to bo fit for the conveyance of
cargo, though doubtless the portion of Act VI of 1863, under which

1 have, &c., licensing has become necossary, has in view the protection of tho

W, T. WoOD, revenue derivable fiom goods carried in these boats rather than the
protection of the cargo. Some general rough survey scems there-
Secretary. fore necessary previous to the grant of license, and it should e
. - : one of the rules passed wnder scotion 162 that a rough  survey
No. 3103, should ake place in every ease. There isno objection to make
| v ¥ j
From the Uspre-Srcrrrany to ihe Government of Bongal, to tho ; the registration fee sulliient to covor the cost of 5||.-\~v)»,IA|.<111.e .
SECRETARY {0 the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, dated Fort feo of 6 rupces may bo lovied us the Board propose. M. Cranston

William, the 5th August 163, should receive a fixed salary payable from the fund, and the sum

Custome, | of Rs. 100 per mensem would not, perhaps, be inadequate for the
s ! formed by him.  The Licutenant-Governor however
SI—Will reforence o your letter . . | duty to be porfor )

the pro ,O‘_i,‘:’s:‘_‘f“"m 11(1)7‘ our letter of the 4th instant, relative to i wishes to be favored with the Board’s opinion on this point.

Lam divoctat 1o 1 e oo of g0 bonts plying at this port, 3. As suggested by the Board,  fresh notification will be issuod
! eted to ul\\m(ufor é]).e ullfol'nmtmu of the Committee of § fixing the 1st of Novembor next as the date after which no unlicen-
g te Chamber the accompanying copy of ¢ o o
* Xo. 3008, da mhes ¥ing copy of a sed cargo boat showld ply a this port,

Mg“:mbvu.a, dated 1st communication, * addressed fo the Do o - sed cargo boat should ply his

of Revemue in xeply 1o a referenco made Thave, &e.,

by them on the subjeot, ;

i (Signed) A, EDEN,
Thave the honor to be, k
Sir, { Seey. to the Govt, of Bengal.

Your most obedient servant, (Prue Copy.)

JOHN (.'1::0(;1[1«:,\&

J. H. CASHMAN,

Unider-Secy. o the o, of Trenga,

Offy. Begister, Bengal Seerelarial.

£
fi
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DENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCF,
Caleutta, 18th August 1863,
. JOUN GEOGHEGAN, Esq.,
Under-Seay. to the Gout. of Bengal.

St,—T am directed to ackuowledgo the receipt of your letter
No. 3103 of the 5th instant, forwarding copy of a letter of the Ist
August to the Board of Revenue on the subject of the proposed
survey and license of cargo boats,

It is presumed that the communication is merely with reference
to my letter of tho 46 instant and not intended as a reply to it.,

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. W. I. WOOD,
Seerctary.
No. 371 7T.
Trom the Srenurary to the Government of Bengal to the Srorerary
to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, dated Bhaugulporo, tho
1dth Sept. 1863,

Customs.

11t —With reference to your letter datod tho 18th wltimo, T am
directed to sny that a copy of the orders to the Board of Revenuo
on the subject of the proposed survey and license of cargo boats
was forwarded to youto shew the Chamber that tho subject was
under the consideration of Govermment. The Licutenant-Governor
has now decided that the license shall bo annual, that o gencral
survoy shall form an_ essential condition to the grant of a liconsé,
and that a fec of Rs. 3 shall ho chargeable on the receipt of the
Ticense,

T have the honor o be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt servant,
A. EDEN,
Scey. o the Gort. of Bengad.

i

1

APPENDIX 1.

THE AFTER-PACKET POSTAL SERVICE.

No. 5446,

Frow
J.W. 8. WYLLIE, e,
Uinder-Secy. o the Goet. of India,
To

“un SECRETARY, BENCGAL CHAMBER
or COMMERCE,

Dated Fort TWilliam, the 28(h Awgust 1863,
Tlome Department,
Post Ofiice.

St —I am directed o acknowledge the receipt of your o leftors

noted in the margin, veprescnting that the
after-packet for  despateh by the mail
steamer 1o Galle and Suex is dlosed at
an wnnecessardly carly lowr, and pointing out, with a view
the removal of this inconvenience, that the inbery.

Dated ‘27th Debruary*
and 27th May.

to
al ocenpied under
present arnangements in putting the after-packet on board ab

Kedgoree might be materially lessened by a sicamer being kept in
readiness to xeceive the mails at Diamond Harbour, and carry
on without delay so as to catch the mail steamer before the 1
should hiave procecded from her anchorago to sca.

2. T reply, Tam divected to inform you that the measures taken
by the President in Gounil, upon the xecoipt of the abovo suggos-
tion, have resulted in an arrangement to which cffect will as soon

them
atter

* Tublished in the Chamber's last halfyearly Report.
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as possible be given, fixing the dates for the despaleh of men aud
stores to the hospital ship “Bentinck” on the 9th and 23rd of
cach month, so as to make the steamer employed on this service
available at Diamorid Harbour for the purpose contemplated by the
Chamber of Commerce. By the adoption of this plan the advan-
tago desired by tho Cliamber of an after-packet closed at (say)
6. . instead of at Lor 2 7. 3r, as is now usually the case, will, so
long at any rate as tho “ Bentinck ” remains at Lier present moorings,
Le sceured to the community,

T hiave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient sorvant;

J. W. 8. WYLLIE,

Under-Secy. to the Gort. of India,

APPENDIX 1.

TRANSMISSION OF BOMBAY OVERLAND EX-
PRESSES BY SPECIAL MAIL TRAINS
FROM BENARES.

BiNean Cuavmir or CoMMERCE,
Caleutla, 1st September 1863,
J. W. S. WYLLIE, Esq,
Under-Secretary to the Goul. of - Indic,

Home Department.
Str,—1 am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Com.
meree o request the favor of your furnishing thewm with a copy of
the - comespondence published in the Bengal Hurkaru of 24th
tive to the transmission of the Bombay

by railway from Benares,

ultimo, rel overland mail
T have the onor to bo, e,
H. W. I. WO0OD,
Seerelary,

No. 5733,

TFrox

T.W. S, WYLLIE, Tse,
Under-5

to the Govt. of India,
To

ILW. 1 WOOD, Tisq.,
Seey. to the Bengal Charaber of Commeree.

Dated Fort Wiltiam, the 90 September 1863,
Tome Department.
Post Office,

Sin,

—In compliance with the request profern
dated the Ist instant, Tam divected o fory

ed in yowr lettor
avd, for the information
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"of the Committec of the Chawber, the accompanying printed copy

of tho correspondence therein requested, relative to the trans-
snission of the Bombay overlnd mail by railway from Benaves,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient sc:‘\'nut,
J.W. 8 WYLLIE,

Undle

ey. o the Goot. of Indic,
POST OFFICE.—Maxerr 10, 1863,

[No. 8] Estuet from tho Proceadings of the Right Hon'hle the
Governor-Goneral of Tndia, in the Public Works Department,—
No. 21, dated Head Quarters, Camp Furral, the 20th Fobruary
1663,

Special Mail Trains on (he Eust Tndian Railway.

Read note by the Officiating Consulting Engineer to Covernment,
Tengal Railway Department, No. 205, duted 26t January 1865,
on the above subject.

RESOLUTION,

The Covermment of Tudia by Resolution Ko. 49046 of the 16th
Decomber 1862, requested the Government of Bengal to arrange for a
personal interview between the A gent, Tast Indian Railway Company,
the Traffie Manager, and the Consulting Tngincer to Govenment
Bengal, to diseuss the details of the question of the provision of
special trains for the conveyance of mails on the Tast Tndian

Railway in consequence of a reference from the Post Ofice Depart..

ment.

2. The Officiating Consulting Tugineer having disenssed the
matter in hand with the Scerctary i this Department, has now sih-
mittod a note on the subject, enbodying corlain suggestions which
have been conenrred in by the Agont,

t Iudian Railway Company,

wnd the Divector General of e Post Oftice in Indie,

b
1

|

NXIX
2. Mis Excclloncy the Governor-Conoral having considored
Captain Taylor’s proposals, is of opinion that all difficultics may -
for the present at least be satisfactorily met without the neeessity
of providing spocial trains, the use of which it is very desirable to
avold if por

ible, as they are a source of inconvenicnee and danger,
ally on single lincs,
4. Tt is obvious that there is no practical wtility in bringing

niore spe

mails to Calentta by an extra train if they arvive so lato as not o
deliver the same day 5 consequently no mails need be sont off from
Benares after the regular down daily mail has started, if they will
not reach Caleutta by 6 v, s Tt may further be considered tha

a quick train leaving Bonares (Raj Ghat) ab3 7. o will arive b
Caleutta ab 5r. . the following day; 3 r. ». thorofore is the
latost hour ab which mails can usefully start for Calentta.

Tho Railway Company’s Agent having ‘agreed to run n down

-train from Benares ab the hour above named, any mails reaching
Benares after the departure of the regular day mail at 6 A ar.
will be forwarded by this train,  If not in time for this train they

could not, under any cirewmstances, be delivered any earlier at

Caleutta if sent ofl by special train.  Further, it will certainly not
be worth-while .to start a special train to cay mails amiving
Dotween 6 4. 3t and 8 1 3, au interval of only nine hours ; and
thus the ned
cannob at present arise.

6. Ilis Excellency under those cir is pleased to Tesolve
hat the plan proposed in Captain Taylor’s vote shall be adopted ab
once on the Bengal povtion of the Tast Tndian Railway.

7. Tor the North-western Provineos’ portion of the lino is
Txcellency the Governos
measure to ensure the speedy and regular dospateh of mails should
De adopted.  But the interests of the passenger traflic must not be
altogether sacrificed for this objoct, nor will it be right, under
present cirenmsiances, to cause the railway company to ymn a
train merely for the convenience of the Post Office. His Fixcelloncy
accordingly desires that the Government of the Norvth-westorn
Provinees may re-consider the mangement of the traing on the

y for special {rains for the down Caleuttn mail

cneral is of opinion that every reasouablo

North-western section of the line so as to expedite the mails {o the
utmost without making the fraing inconvenicnt for ordinary traflie,
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LTt will be plain, for reasons similar to those above given as to the
ng of the mails to Oaleutta, that there will he no practical
ity in sonding off from Agra, &e., by an extra train mails thas
are too Jate to reach Benares by 6 A, 3., if they cammot arrive at
that place by 3 . 3. 5 and it may be assumed that the convenienco
of the public in the matter of postal arrangements will be sufli-
ciently met for some time to come if these two mail trains are
properly made use of.

8. His Lordship also desires that the Director General of the
Post Office in India may bo informed that it scems to be quite
within his power to have the regular Caleutta mail brought down
Dy the Agra day-passenger train in ime for despateh by the 6 4. 3t
train from Benaves. If the sorting at Benares woro dispensed
with, either by establishing sorting carriages, or by ordering the
Calcutte mail to be made up separatel

aball stations, three hours
would e suved, and the time between Allababad and Benares
reduced o as o adwmit of the Calentta mail from Agra going straight
on by the 6. a, twain from Bonares. Mails that require to be
sorted ab Bonaves might follow by the 3 v. 3. train with anything
thab came in during the interval.

Oxprr.—Ordered, that copics of the foregoing resolution be
forwarded to the Governments of Bengal and the North-western
Provinces in the Railway Department, with a requost thal the
necessary stops may ho taken for earzying out the anange
approved.

Ordered also, that a copy of the resolution bo forwarded to the
Howme Department with roference to extract from that Department
No. 6510, dated 11th November 1862, with a request thal the

necessary communication may be wmade to the Director General of
the Post Office in India,

ments now

(True Extract)

=

- SIRACGHEY, Licul-Col, R 1,
Seey. to the Gort. of Tudia,

wilh the Governor-Ceneral,

xxxi
No. 1554, dated the 10th March 1863,

Copy forwarded, to the Dircetor General of the Post Oftice of
India for information.

By order,

J.W. 8. WYLLIE,

Under-Seeu. to the Govt, of India,
POST OFFICE,—Arnin 22, 1863.

[No.3.] From Licutenant-Colonel R. Srracuny, R. B, cufrct:u-y
to the Government of Tndia, Public Works Department, with the
Governor-General, 1o the Ofliciating Joint Secretary to the Go-
vomment of Bengal, Publio Works Dopartment, Railway Brench,
—No. 297, dated Camp ‘Umballah, the 25th :!U‘J.l‘ch 1863, )

T reply to your letter Ko. 539G, dated 2nd instan, communicat-
ing tho views of the Lic\xfcu:mt-Govcl'nm"lu regard to the Tm}mng
ofca second down mail and passenger train "from Benares dml_\-', I
an divected to state that, as under prosont ciroumstances, the xun-
ning of the second train appears not lo.bc pragticable, tho fuu;lcf‘
instructions on this subject must Do considered suspended. It 1J\u‘;
ther seems to His Excellency tho Govcmor-Gcn?mI that the cs[
way of disposing of the question of the ronl nesessty for the sceond
mail train will be to call on the Post Office Authorities to 1(‘1:0-1b
after some months’ actual exporience, say after the Ist June nfe.\t,
what they consider necessary, having )'ufcl'f\ncc to the nbsol\\ﬁc aclts
of the armival and despateh of the mails at '!K(malos, ('lmu?g the
period that will have clapsed from the opening of the line to

Denares,

No. 208,

Copy forwarded to Home Department in continuation of Public
Works Depavtinent, No, 24, dated 20th February 1863, with &




vequest that the necessary communication may be made to the direc-
tor General of the Post Ollice in India.

R. STRACHEY, Lient~Col.,, I. I,
Seey. Lo the Govl, of Tudia rwith the Govr.-Genl.
No. 2595, dated the 22nd April 1863,
Copy forwarded to the Director General of the Post Office in
wontinnation of No, 1554, dated 10th of Mareh.
By order,
J. W. 8. WYLLIE,

Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Indic.

POST OFFICE,—Jury 17, 1863,

[No. 19.] From A. M. Moxzranii, Esquire, in charge of the Office
of Director General of the Post Office of India, to 1, C, Bavigy,
Tsquire, Seeretary to the Government of India,—No. 675, dated
the 20th June 1863,

In the orders communicated with ihe firsi of the two dockets
No. 1961, dated 10th 3rmes 1565, PGy noted, 5t was intimat-
To. 2393, 22md Apil od that the Railway Company’s
Agent hiad agreed to run a down train. from Benares at 3 r. ar.
aily, and that any mails roaching Benaves after the departure of
the regular day mail at 6 A, ». should be forwarded therehy.

2. In the orders communicated with the subsequent doclket, it
was intimated that the running of the seeond train appearcd, un-
der present circumstances, to be impracticable, and that ¢ the best
way of disposing of the question of the real necessity for the se-
cond mail train will be to call on the Post Office Authorities to
report aftér some months, say tho 1st June next, what they consi-
der nece:
and despateh of the mails at Benares during the period that will
Fave clapsed from the opening of the line to Benares,

ary, having reference to the absolute facts of the arival
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3. I begnow to enclose a statement furnishing the required in-
formation so far as the overland mails from Bombay aro concorn.
ed. Tt will be obsorved $hat out of fifteen mails fuclnded in the
statement, the ransmission of five would have been expodited by
ustug the 3. ar. tnin, o the extent of 14} Lows in ono case,
and 15 Jiows cach in the remaining eases ; tho formor having
oconrred when the morming train loft Benares ot 5-30 . a0, and
the othors after the time of starting had been changed to 6 4. 3.

4. Thi result corresponds with that which might have been
anticipated on the assmmplion that the mails would aive at
Benares at all hours of the day and night,

, and one with another
must, in the long run, arrive as often in any particular hour or sof
of hoursas in another. In this view it might have been assumod
that fiine out of 24 mails, ora little more than one of threo would
vive between 6 4. ». and 3 v. ar,and be sent by the train start-
ing, at the latter time, 15 hours soomer than if they had to wait
for the train of the following morning.

5. The gain in the time of trausit to Caloutta would not,
however, have been quite 15 hours, for 1 observo that, whilo the
morning train from Benares is timed to reach Howrah in 24 hours
(at 6 4. . next morning), the additional 3 r.ar. train was Lo ho
timed to reach Howral in 26 howrs (at 5 1. 3. net day).

6. The gain in the time of transit fo Caletitta of the ovorland
mails by the rumming of a3 2. t, train from Denares may, there-
fore, bo stated at 13 hours in one out of evory threc mails.

7. This gain is by no means inconsiderable ; but I fear that in
practice its benefits would he very much reduced by the occasional
delay in the avrival of trains at Howral. A delay of three-fourths
of auhour in the existing morning train causes only a correspond-
ing delay in the delivery of tho lettors in Caleutin; buta similar
delay in the proposed afternoon train would prevent the delivery
of the Ietters until the next morning, except in case of addressecs
who hold window delivery tickets.

8. 1find that during March, April, May, and a portion of the
curront month, more than one oub of every three trains wore
delayed to the extent of three-fourths of an howr and upwards ;
aud if the proposed afternoon trains were subject toa similar
B
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amonut of delay, the proportion of overland mails which would
benefit by the arrangement would be reduced from one out of
every three to one out of every nine.

9, Coupling this with tho cireumsiance that in any case tho
delivery of lotters arriving by tho afternoon train would take
place aftor the close of the business portion of the day, T am not
disposed to view the postal advantage of an afternoon train from
Benares, so far as the overland mails are concerned, as sufliciently
great to warrant the demand for a socond train should ihere be
any serious ohjections to it on other grounds.

10. Tn respect of ordinary inland correspondence, the Post
Master General of the North-
western Provinees has made the
following report * regarding the results of the past few months

T have the honor to report that from the memorandum kept
al at, and departure from, the Benares

# No. 17z dated 20th Juno.

up of the times of an
Post Oflice of the North-western Provinces and Decean mails for
Caleutia by
Norbh-western Provinces’ mails arrive in good time to bo sorted

il since its extension to Bonares, it appears that the

and despatehed by the morning train ; the Decean mails, however,

Tiave been generally subjected to a detention of about 19 hours.
“Tho rainy scason having now set in, there will be no certainty

al of these mails at any particular time during its con-

of the ari
tinuance, and the above margin of 19 hours will, T hope, in most
cases bo found sullicient to provent any further dotention at
Benaros.”

11 The above result, though wnfavorable in respect of the
Deccan mails, is not in my opinion suflicient to cstablish any very
pressing urgoney for a sccond train from Benares ; for, besides tho
impossibility of delivering in Caleutta tho large amount of up-

country mail

12 Mail Guards at 10 .. Rupees 120, . . 8o late an hour
intho cvening, an increaso of

cost for mail guards as per margin would be necessary,

12, My opinion, therefore, is that under present civeumstances
there is no very wigent demand in a postal point of vie
socond train from Benaxes,

fora

end of May 1863,

ich have passed through Benares from the opening of the
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POST OFFICE,—Juny 17, 1863
[No. 21.] Oftice Memorandum No. 4443, dated the 17th July 1863,

In forwarding, with reference to the communications noted in
the margin, from iho Public
Works Depurtment, the acoom-
panying copy of a letter No. 675,
dated 20th ultimo, from Mr, A. M. Monteath, in charge of the
Office of the Director General of the Post Office in India, expressing
his opinion on the question whether postal requircnents necessitate
tho runniug of a sccond train daily from Benares, the undersigned
is directod to communieato the following remarks thoreon by the
Prosident in Council,

, dated 20th February 1863,
8, dated 25th March 1563,

2. His Honor in Council is of opinion that, for postal purposcs
there is no advandage in a second train unloss it can reach Caloutta
(Howrah) as arulo by 1 o’clock . 31, 50 as to allow of the mails
being sorted in timo for delivery to the public by 3 o'clock. This
is said with referenco to the daily postal communication from
Northorn aud Western India. The Buglish mail comes from that
divection twico a month only ; and, to provide for the contingency
of that mail boing late once fu three or four times for the prosont
morning train, it could not reasonably be recommended that
second train should be run daily. The President in Council,
however, thinks that it would bo a very valuable agvantage to tho
public if any arrangement could bo made by which an express
enginoand tonder could bo sent off (to overtake the rogular traius)
in ho ovont of tho English mail reaching Benares within reasonable
tixno, say four Liours, after the departure of the rogular train.

J. W. 8. WYLLIE,
Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Tndia.

POST OFFICE.—Ave. 22, 1863.
[No. 30.] No. 1824, dated the Gth Aungust 1663,
Noto by Captain T. 8, Tavzor, R. T, Consulting Engineer to Go-
vormuent of Beugal, Railway Dopartment, on tho subjest of

(Signed)

forwarding the Bombay Overlaud Express from Benares when it
misses bhe 6 A, 3. morning mnail drain.
The Government of India, in the Public Works Department, have
aulled for the Consulting Engincer's opinion on the practicability of
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overtaking the morning mail by an oxpross ongine starting at an
intorval not greator than four hours.

The ordinary passenger brain running is at a vate of 22 milos an
hour, including stoppagos at roadside stations ; and though the lo-
comotive stock is not built (with two or thiee exceptions) for speed,
still it may be assumed that, with a light load, and odinary pas-
senger ongine could keop up a wniform speed of 85 miles an hour,
including slackening ab facing points, watering, &e., de.,-and ab
this Tate an engine starting to overtake the train at an interval of
one hour would eatels it at Buxar, if the interval was two houns ab
Dinapore, if threo liours at Jumalpors, if four howrs at Techpahiar,
196 miles from Caleutta,

Supposing due notice can bo given at the time the morning mail

starts that the express will be sent on by special engine, and pre-
suming that there is a spare engine available, it would be possible

1o overtake the mail train, provided the line is kept clear behind it
until the express engine has passod, as nothing short of this would
ensure safety.

A measure of this sort would bring the up traflic to a stand-still
wherever it meb the morning down train in question, and also
stop ballasting for a time ; and it seoms vory doubbiul whether the
trifting advantage gained to the oxpress would counterbalance the
inconvenienco and delay to the up mail and passengers of thal
moring, R

As far as the Railway Company are concerned, they would,
perhaps, not object if sufliciently paid, but they could not guaran-
too the servico unless they kept an express engine solely for it,
thereby raising the cost enormously ; moreover, they neither have
or are likely to have a sparo ongine available this year, and by 1st
January the lino will, it is expected, be opened to Allahabad.

No. 18316, dated the 8th August 1663.

Copy forwarded to Officiating Sceretary, Government of India,
Public Works Department, with reference to his Office Docket
No. 3512, dated 23rd July 1863, .

(Signed)  J. B. COOKE,
Assislant Seoretary Government of Bengal,

Public Worlks Department, Railway Branch,
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No. 3621, dated the 12¢h August 1863.

Copy forwarded to Home Department, with reference to its
Momorandum No. 4443, dated 17¢h July 1863, with the remark
that tho danger and delay that would bo caused by starting an
express engine b0 overtake he ordinary mail train would ovor-
balanco any advantages that might be derived. Besides which, the
requisite spare engine power is not available,

(Sigued) T C. 8. WILLIAMS, Captain, R, I.,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India, P. 1V, D,
No. 5302, dated the 22nd August 1663.

Copy forvarded to the Officer in charge of the Office of Director
General of the Post Oflice of India, together with copy of Office
Memorandum No. 4443, dated the 17th ultimo, to the Public
Works Department, with reference to that officer’s letter No. 675,
* dated 29¢h June last,

By order,
(Signed) J. W. 8. WYLLIE,

Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India.

APPENDIX J.

EMIGRATION OF NATIVE LABORERS.

No. 3213. .

Frox

J. GEOGHEGAN, Isa.,

Under-Secrctary to the Government of Bengal,

To

Tre SECRETARY wo Tnn

CIIAMBER or COMMERCE.
Fort Willicm, the 27t June 1863,

Emigration.

Sim,—T am dirccted to ferward o you the accompanying copy of
a proposed bill to ¢ consolidate and amend the laws rolating to
the emigration of nativo laborors,” and {o request that {tho
Chamber will be so good as to favor the Lieutenant-Governor with
their opinion ou tho provisions of the bill,
1 have the honor to bo,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
JOHN GEOGHEGAN,
Under-Seerctary to the Government of Bengal.
Boyean Cranser oF CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 141 Stptember 1863,
THE HONORABLE A. EDEN,
Secretary o the Government of Bengad.
Srn,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce having
ascerfained the views of members Dest qualified to express an
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opinion on the provisions of the bill to consolidate and amend the
laws velating to the cmigration of native laborers received with
your letter No. 3213 of 27th June, they submit the following
rémarks for the information of the Honorable the Licutenant-
Governor.  Their remarks however apply only to the clauses
regulating the trausport of cmigrants from this port to fheir dos-
tination; as the othier portions of the bill, in so far as they relate
to the engagement and {reatment of the.Jaborers up to the time of
their embarkation, have been the subject of a scp
tion from the Landholders’ and (X il Associati

Tho scetions of the bill which call for special comment are the
VI, XXIHL, XXVIIL, XXXIIL, XXXV, XXXV, XLIL,
LXII, and LXTIT.

VI The probable length of voyages detailed in this scction

appears to he generally overestimatod and may be safely lessencd,
and the following dates are suggested in substitution of those

vroposed in the draft bill :—

(Tetween the months of April and

To Mawritins | October inclusive, 9 weeks : and
and between the months of Novem-
Seychelles | ber and March inclusive, 6
From Caleutta | | | weels,
" I To Jamnica, British Guiana,

Trinidad, St Lucia, Grena-
da, St. Vincent, St. Kitts
and St. Croix
To Natal ..

18 weeks,

J1 weeks.

(Between the months of April and
| October inelusive, 6 weeks ; and
J

between the months of Novem-
Seychelles Der and March, inclusive, 5
To Jamaica, British Guiana,

Trinidad, $t. Lucia, Grena- z

From Madras

da, St. Vineent, St. Kitts
and St. Croix ..
» Natal ...

5 17 weeks,

9 weeks,

te communica-

xli

Bebween the months of April aud
To Mawritius | September, inclusive, 5 works ;

and and betwoen the months of Oc-
Soychelles tober and March, inclusivo, 6
weeks

Trom Bombay < 1 Jumaien, Dritish Guiana,

Trinidad, St. Lucia, Grenada,

St. Vincent, St. Kitts and

St. Croix .

| To Natal. . . 10 weeks.

XXIIL  Clanse 1, of this scction limits emigration to places

westward of the Cape to 15th Maxch, in the case of sailing vessols :

but it is bolicved that the fime may be further oxtended with

porfect safety, and it may he added that a vessel was pormittod to
leave this last yoar a month later than the above date.

XXVIIIL  Provides that the space to be oceupied by each aduli

emigrant shall not exceed 72 oubic feot in the Bengal Presidency,

and 60 cubic feet in tho Presidencies of Madras and Bombay.

18 wecks.,

Fow ships’ *tween decks ave less than G} feet, and many aro 7 t5
745 and the a
proposed for each presidency. The natives of Madras and Bombay
are generally of greater stature than those of Dengal, so that tho
former should have at least as much room as the latter ; but as
the bill provides in favor of the latler an oxcess of 12 fect o
uniformity of spaco is recommended.

XXXII  Under this scction it should be made compulsory
on all vesscls proceeding with coolies to the West Indies to carry
properly qualified Buropean surgeons ; but in ships carrying laborers

erage measurement and allotment of 65 cubic fet is

to the Mawitius and other places cast of the Cpe, tho ownor, or
mastor, or agenl, should have the option of carrying 2 Buropean
or Native Doctor.

XXXV. As tho master of an emigrant ship may bo quito

unacquaintod with tho language and cannot have any knowledgo of

tho poople going with him, it would be bettor that the protector,

with tho mastor in attendance, should count each person on board,

calling cach by namo (most of which arc pursors’ names) as por

list made out, in duplicato, with thoir age and oceupation, &w. ; and

on the ship casting off from the wharf, and before the protector
F
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leaves tho vessol, ho should malke over ono of the lists to the mastor
of the vessel, who should be satisficd that the number of men, women,
and children agiee with the number in tho list ; the other copy to
be filed in the office of the protector. )

XXXVI It is proposed that' the master, or the Turopean or
Rutive surgeon shall have charge of the warn clothing supplied to
the emigrants, and serve it out on getting into cold weather, in licu
of the emigrants themselves having chavge of it : this suggestion is
made as the emigrants, not knowing the cold they will soon ox-

perieuce, are likely to be carcless of warm clothing,

XLL No vessel leaving the port of Caleutta with emigrants,
throughout the year, should be permitted to proceed from Garden
Reach without a competent steamer, and it should be the duty ‘of
@ competont person o seo that this condition is compliod with, and
tho ship to be towed as far out to sen as the weather will pormit of,
and in moderate weather no stoamor towing a ship with coolios
should cast off hor tow wntil duo cast, or wost, of the lower
floating light.

LI and LXIIL - These penal cluses appear to ho excensively
and wimecessarily siringent, especially tho olauso wnder which
ship may bo forfeited,

Wiih theso exceptions, which aro tendered for His Tonor's con.
sideration, the genoral provisions of the bill appenr to bo woll
adapted to the purposes in viow,

T have the honor to he, de.,
H W. I WOOoD,

Seeretary,

APPENDIX K.

MARINE COURT FOR TRIAL OF PILOTS CHARGED
WITH BREACH OR NEGLECT OF DUTY.

No. 3135,

Froxm
THE HON’BLE A. EDEN,
Secretary to the Gorernment of Bengal,
To
Tz SECRETARY ro mix
BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Fort William, the 95th June 1863,
Marive, °

Stm,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lottor
dated the-20th Mareh last, submitting the opinion of the (hambor
ou the proposal for modifying tho constitution of the Marine Court,
+ No. 10, datol 10th Apul 1509, V1 80 forward, for their infora-

ton, the accompanying copy of
Totter* veceived from the Mastor Attondant on the subjoct.

2. The Licutenant-Governor desires e to convey his thanks to
tho Chamber for their letter, and for the candid and ablo considera-
tion they have given to the subject, but at the same time to point
tically amounts

out to the Chamber that thoir recommendation e

to a proposal to reeur to the plan which prov under the Act

XXIV. of 1845, and which was found to work so badly that the
Jaw had to he ropealed, and the Act XIL of 1859 substituted for
it That the Jast mentioned Act works badly is proved by the




xliv

instancos of miscarriage that have been Inid before the (hamber ;
but it is no sufficient romedy for this stato of things to recur toa
system which has already been condemned, and to which the
objections raised in 1859 arc as formidable now as they were then.
3. Neither is it possible to appoint to the office of Judge under
the existing law a person who, besides the ability properly 1o direct

4 judicial enquiry, shall have some special acquainiance with nauti-

cal matters. It is rarely that such a combination of qualifications

is to bo found in one and the snme person, and certainly there is no
ouo now available or likely to bo so who possesses them.

4. The Licutenant-Governor desires me also to point out to the

C hamber that before 1845 the members of the pilot service had not

tho privilege of being tried for broaches of duty by a regularly

1 and quasijudicial tribunal independent altogether of

the excoutivo ; that mo other class of public scrvants in any civil

department poSsesses such o privilego ; that the members of the -

Bengal Marine arc punished by the exeeutive for breaches of duty
without the intorvention of a court, though a Committeo of Enquiry
is frequently assembled to enquire into and report on such cases ;
that there is nothing in the constitution, position, or duties of the
pilots which can be held to entitle them to cxceptional treatment
in this respeot, especially now that many of them no longer belong
to a regular service, bub are mere certificated or liconsed pilots
wnder no control whatever, but such as can be cffected by a prompt
and sure enforcement of responsibility; and that the interosts of
the public are more especially concerned in the strict enforcement
of disciplinc among the pilots, and in the certain punishment of
thoso who neglect their duty, than they are in rogard to any other
class of public servants.

. Tis Honor desires o further to point out to the Chambor
that, putting aside the Judge of the Court established under tho
existing law, the gentlemen who compose the jury would, as a
Gommittee or Court of Enqui
independent position, and exerciso a far more potential voice in the
{reatment of offences by pilots, if, instead of heing able only to
deliver a bare verdict and abide by the senfence of the Judge,

¥, occupy a far more responsible and

subject to remission or mitigation by the Government, they wers
ablo to submit an intelligent roport with a specific. recommendation
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for Uhe final orders of the exceutive. It is unquestionable, the
Licutonant-Governor thinks, that occupying this position, a body
consisting of two merchants, two masters of vessels, and a pilot,
would have it in their power to render much more uscful service
10 ihe State and to the shipping interests than they possibly can as -
a mero jury, and that their opinion would carry much greator
woight both with the Government and with the public than tho
verdict of a jury acting under the direction of a Judge.

6. Tinally, the Licutenant-Governor desires me to point out
that in the United Kingdom the Board of Trade, which r

presents

the exceutive, ave empower-
ed by law# o withdiaw
pilots’ certificates without any further enquiry than such as the

# Scetion 311 of the Meichant Shipping Act.

Board think proper to institute.
7. With reference to the foregoing observations, the Licutenant-
Governor desires me to request that the Chamber witl he so good as
1o re-consider tho question. The Licutenant-Governor is very
strongly induced to yeverb to the status that existed beforo the
Taw of 1845 was passed, simply empowering the Government to

appoint a Cowt of Buquiry, and cnable them to compel attendanco
of partics and witnesses, and to examine them on oath or aflirma-
port o dismiss or cancel licenses, or to inflict
anb. Lam at

tion, and o thei

any punishment as bebween master and serv

the same time desired to remind the Chamber that for any criminal
act of neglect pilots are liable, over and above any punishment
which the Government, {heir omployors, can inflict npon them, to
he proscented before the Criminal Courts of the country under the
provisions of the penal code.

T have the honor to bo,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

A. EDEN,

Scerctary to the Gorernment of Pengal.
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From Carrary Joux G. Reppie, Master Attendant, to the Scere-
tary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 810, dated the 10th
" April 1863.)

. Stm,—With roference to Mr. Junior Seoretary’ Bayley’s lotter
No. 1584, dated 6th instant, T have the honor to stato, for the
information of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor, that, with
advertence to the modification in the present Marine Court pro-
posed by the Chamber of Commerce to allow the jnrors to vote on
the question of punishment to be awarded, and 1o add one moro
commander to the list of jurors, there can be no objection to the
latter proposition ; but as to the former, if followed out, I would
remark that the principle upon which the present Marine Cours
was. established will be sct ab nought, and that a court so formed
will be neither according to civil, military, nor mavine procedure,
but amixture of all. To give the jury the power of awarding
punishment is in direct opposition to the form of civil procodure
upon which tho prosent Marino Court is formed. T would much
rather revert to the old form of Court as more appropriate and
best adapted for clearly developing all the o 1
with each breach of duty and dealing more with facts, whereas the
civil courts deal only with the cvidence, and the caso of the
prosceutor is sure to hreak down wnless very skilfully arranged,
which is clearly borne out in the cases cited in the Hon'ble Mr,
Bdow’s letter, to the Chamber of Commeree, dated 16th Octobor
1862, In the present Court the Judge is a lawyer, and as such
viows all papors with a lawyer's oye : his ruling is absolute, and
his divection to the jury is not only final, but in a great measure
compulsory. Tam therefore opposcd to having a lawyor ab all,
We dowt want luw but plain common justico ; in my lumble
opinion the person who presides should be a sailor; oven tho
Chamber recommend a lawyer with some special acquaintanco with
marine matters,

Tho whole pilot servico has undergone such o chango that, T
think, the penal code should he chianged, and tho method of
punishing also ; nearly the whole servico is o tho free list,
xecelving no pay from Government, but entirely dependent on

their own exertions for what they carn ; and there appeas to me
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Jittle oceasion for Courts ab all, except thoso of Enquiry, which, ,;
my opinion, s all that is wanted for the gonerality of cascs of gro\\y; -
ing, disobodicuce of orders, or nogligmoo. The punishment for
hewe cases would bo stopping all applications and limiting officers
to o cerlain draught, both of which are very soveroly felt by the
officors on the free liss.  Should the Court of Tnquity mot be
deemed sufficient to try the more serious offences, T would recom-
mend the old court being establishied with a sailor as president
and prosceutor ; the jurons to be to merehants, two eaptuins, and
two pilots ; the cnse bo conducted by the Government prosecutor
under the ordinary rules of evidence ; the prosident to lave the
power of adwministrating an oath to examine and oross-cxamine on
the part of himself and jurors ; the duty of summing up and put-
ting the ense clearly bufore the jury (but not the power of directing
tho jury); Lo detormine the inmocence or guilt of the defendant ;
and the Judge to award what punishment he considers jusb according
to the now Penal Code. The wholo proceedings to be sent fo the
Master Attendant for review, who will tru.ns]mit them to tho Licute-
~Governor with his remarks for final orders.
m;ﬁ i.“‘_‘{-"'flr.,,-.m enclosutes of your lettor under acknowledg-

ment are herewith roturned,

BryeaL Crampnk oF COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 18th Awgust 1863,

THE HON’BLE A. EDEN,
Scerctary to the Government of Bengal.

Sim,—T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merco to acknowledge the Teccipt of your letter No. 3135 of 25th

June relative to the proposed modification of the constitution of

tho Marine Court, and to inform you that in compliance with the

roquest of the on'ble the Licutenant Governor that subject has

Teen carefully re-considered by thom.
i i ich Tis Hono

The various points which Tlis | -
submit, as bearing upon the question, have been well weighed by the
Colnm{ttco and theiv best attention has been devoted to the argu-

v has had the goodness to
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ments with which those points have beon pressed on their con.
sideration : but with all deforenco to the opinien entertained by the
Licutenant Governor they respectfully adhero to the decision in.
volved in the reply communicated to you on the 20th March last :
that decision was not arrived ab till after mature deliberation and
the grounds upont which it was formed were fully disclosed,

The Gommitiec’s main conclusion was that the wiscarriage of
justice in the cases brought Lo their notics was abtributable to eanges
other than the maladaptability of the itution of the Cours ;
those oblier causes being either the imperfeet manner in which the
proseention was conducted or a misdircction o the jury on the
evidence by the Judgo: and that thorefore no sufficiont case had
been made out for the changes proposed by the Licutenant Govornor.

Dut His Honor differs from that conclusion, as he repeats ©hat
the lust metioned Ack (XIT of 1859) works badly is proved by tho
instar.cos of miscarriage that have been laid hefore the Chamber 2
there is consequently a direot antagonism of opinion on this point.

The alterati agosted by the Committee were 5o essentially
Just and reasonable that even if in its re-constructed form the Court
assimilated o that constibuted wnder Act XXIV of 1845, the fact
of that Aot having been repealed (and replaced by amother which,
in the opinion of Government, likewiso falls short of its purpose,
snd requires amendinent) docs not appear to the Committes g 1y a
suflicient axgument why it cunnot bo adapted to ciroumstancos
widely different from those which existed some years ago.

Tho constitution of the pilot establis]

t has been so materially
modified of late that somo of the provisions of Act XX 1V of 1845,
though formerly condemned for its insuficioney, may not bo dis-
advantagoously re-introduced now.

Lhat ostablishment stands in a peculiar position bogh towards
the Governmont and the public ; for while dependent on the former
for their liconses and. subjoctod 10 4 cortain diseipline the majority
of its mombers are on the free liss
mercantile and shipping. intorests for
their servico,

This being so, and if it i considered «
tribunal to which pilots shall ho amonabl
tution of snch tribnnal the mercantile

and look exclusively to tho
the proper remuneration of

xpediont to establish »
e, and that in the consti.
and_ shipping element must
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of necessity preponderate, it appears only just t}mt thc' :who.nbci
Governmont should be limited to the confirmation or (le:\ppmvul
of tho proceedings of the court, and that tho court 5o colnpo%e;
should bo vested with power not only to investigate but to punish
Ms’ﬁm changes in the eonstitution and procoduro of the court “tller(:;
suggested i tho bolief that thoy would result in })laoll;g bmt
ribunal on & sound and satisfaclory bsis, and seouring tho bost
means for the proper adjudication of all cases brought beAfulc .16 :
but if the Licutenant-Governor is of opinion ﬂ.l':lt in con]uncho.nl
with the provisions of the Penal Codo the cstabllshmex{t of a m:lu,
Court of Tuquiry, whose verdict shall bo subsorvient to .S
judgment of the Mastor Attendant or other cxcclltl\'i‘ officer, wil
s\lﬂ‘x:cu to administer the law ; in that case the Committee recom-
mend that the sevvices of such partics as those who at present com-
pose the Marine Court, and who would ordinaxily bc. Rummoncfl to
conduct a Marine Inquiry, many conveniently be dispensod with :
it appears bo tho Committeo that n such a case, as ho punislinent
would be awarded solely by the Government that the responsibility
of the inquiry should be loft with them also.

I have the lonor to be, &e.,
H. W. I WOOD,

Seeretary.




APPENDIX L.

MARINE MAGISTRATE.

No. 2220,

Frox

Tnr Hox’sie A. EDEN,

Seerctary to the Government of Bengal.

To

Tun SECRETARY 7o rne BENGAL

CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Tort TVillicon, the 11l May 1863,

Marine,

Sim,—T am divected Lo acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated ihe 23rd March last,* submitling a proposition for the

intment of a Mavine M te for the port of Caleutta.

2. In reply the Licutenant-Governor desires me Lo observe that,
from returns recoived from the Commissioner of Police, Caleutta,
it appears that during the year 1860-61 there were only 359 cases,
aud in 1861-62 only 875 cascs connected with seamen of the port
Drought before the Magistrates of Caleutta. Many of these cases
moreover were ordinary assaults and thefts roquiri

g no special
Trom this it scems clear to His Honor that
Magistrate for the trinl of Marino cases would hardly have
more than one case on each day to decide.

Tnowledge whatev

a speein

3. Tho gentlemen who have addressed the Chamber on the sub-
joc have assigned no definite reasons for their proposition, and,
under the circumstances, the Chamber will doubtless concur with
His Ionor that the appointment of a Marine Magistrate is not
called for at prosent.

1 have tho honor to be,
sir,

Your most obedient servant,

A. EDEN,
Seerelary to the Government of Bongal.

# Published in the Chamber's last halfyearly Report.

APPENDIX M

PROPOSED FORMATION OF A TRUST IOR THE
RIVER HOOGHLY AND PORT OF CALCUTTA.

No. 2251,
TxoxM
Cor. B. L. OMMANNEY, R. I,
0ffy. Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,
in the Public Worls Department,
To

Tie SEORETARY 7o 1mn BENGAL
CHAMBER ox COMMERCE.
Tort William, the 13(h April 1863,

Tublic Works Department.
Marine.

Str,—With reference to Under-Seerctary Mr. Boll's letlor No. 9,
dated the 1st May last, from the Marine Dopavtment of this Office,
on the subject of the proposed Jettics and Wharves on the Strand
Bank at Calentta, Tam diveeted to state, for the information of
the Chambor, that Tlis Excellency the Governor-General in Conneil
Tias cone

ered in_an opinion expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor
in o letber addressed on the 12th December last to the Seerctary
to the Government of India, in the Public Works Department, (in
which Department the consideration of the scheme lias now been
faken up) “ that it would be very advantageous for the city and
for the Government to constitute a Trust for the port and city of
Culeutta to undertake the management of all works for the improve-
ment of the Strand and River Bank Detween the lock of the
Cireular Canal and Tolly’s Nullah, the Board of Trust being consti-

tuted to repre

L the Government interests—Enginccring, Customs,

and Marine—the Commereial, Trade, and $hipping interests, hoth

Touropean aud Nalive, and the Municipal interests.”
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2. In the same letter of 12th December it was further suggested
that the Trust might perhaps with advantage be exiended to
streot railways : the President in Council ¢ does not however deem
it advisable that the Trust should include railways in strects leading
across the city ; but only such lines of rails as may be required
along the River Bank.”

3. Tho Licutenant-Governor would be glad if the Chamber would
favor him with their opinion as to the scope and object of such a
Trust as best suited to the wants and requirements of the city and
port of Caleutta, and as to whether it would he moro advantageous
to constitute a separate Board of Trustees for the purpose, or to
vest the management of the Trust in the municipality of Caleuita
as about to be constituted by the bill now under the consideration
of the Bengal Legislative Council.

T have the honor 4o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
E. L. OMMANNEY, Colonel R. .,
Offg. Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, in the P. 1. D.

BexGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Culutta, 5th June 1863,

Cor. I. L OMMANNEY, R
Offg. Secy. to the Goot. of Bengal,
Public Torlis Department.

Str,—T am directed by the Committee of the Ghamber of Com-
merce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 9251 of 11th
April lnst, in which you intimate that His Txcelloney the Governor
General in Council had concarred in the opinion expressed by the
Hon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in a letter to the
Government of India, that it wonld he vory advantageons for the

city and for the Government to constitute a Trust for the port and

|
|
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city of Caleutta to undertake the management of all works for the
improvement of the Strand and River Bank between the lock of
the Circular Canal and Tolly’s Nullah ; the Board of Trust hcuw 50

d as to xopresont Government interest

Customs, and Maxine—ihi Commercial, Trade, and Shipping mm-
ests, Doth Turopean and Native, and the Municipal interosts.

Tis Honor the Li Governor having requested the opinion
of the Chamber of Commerca on this subjeet, I am dosired to stato
that it was brought specially to the notice of the Members of tho
Chamber, whose attention was partionlatly directed to the material

question whether there should be a soparate Bomd of Trustees

appointed for carrying out the comprehensive scheme involved in
tho Licutenant-Governor’s suggestion, or whether the management
of the Trust should be vested in the Municipality of Caleutta as
constituted under the Act which comes into foree from the Ist
proximo.

The subject has received the very eareful consideration of the
Chamber, who are wnanimously of opinion that the hest mode of
managing the River Bank is by the establishment of a separate
Trust which shall represent the vavious interests indicated in Tis
Hono’s lottor 1o the Supreme Governmout, and which shall be
vested, Dby logislative cnactment, with full powers to realiso the
oboct of the undertalking.

A very large majority of the Clamber are also of opinion ihab
that object would bo best attained, and e truo interests of the
Govornment, of tho city, and of the couniry at luge, best pro-
moted, by placing the entire control of all the funds neeessary for
ilie operation of the undertaking in the Board of Trust, and that
the residuc or surplus of revenue from such operations should be
applied to the reduction of port charges, orin such othor manner
as might inerease and benefit the commerce of the port and cily of
Caleutta.

Copivs of {he two rosolutions adopted by the Chamber
nexed for your information.

are an-

T have, de.,
H. W. T. WOOD,

Sceretary.
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Resolutions adopted by the Bengal Chamber of Commerec,
1st RESOLUTION.
hab in the opinion of this meeting the best mode of managing
{he River Bank is that indicated in the lebter of 12th December
Jast from the Licutenant-Govornor of Bengal to the Government of
Tndia, viz., by constituting a separate Trust for the port and city of
Caleutta to undertake the management of all works for the im-
provement of the Strand and River Bank within the Timits of the
port, the lznmd of Trust hoing 5o constituted as to vepresent the

interests—Engincering, Customs, and Marine—the
Commercial, Trade, and Shipping interests, both Buropean and
Vative, and the Municipal interests.

2xn RESOLUTION,

That in the opinion of this meeting the object in view will he
best attained, and the true intercsts of the Government, of the
city, and of the conntry at Tge, will be host promoted, Dy vesting
the entire control of all funds necessary for such works in the Board
of Trust as above constituted, and that the residue or swrplus of
yevenuo from such works he applied to the reduction of the port
charges, or in such other way asmay tend to inerease and benefib
the commeree of the port and city of Calcutta.

7, CizaMBER or COMMERCE,
Cudentta, At Scptember 1863,
Cor. E. L. OMMANNEY, R.

Offy. Seey. to the Government of Bengal.
Public Works Department.

S1n,—On the 5th June T had the honor to communicate to you,
for the information of the Hon'ble the Licut.-Governor, the opi-
nions entertained by the Members of the Chamber of Commeres #

to the constitution of a Trust for the management of the Strand
and River Bank : and T am now desired to say that if His Honor
has had the opportunily of further considering the mode in which
that measure can be brought into operation, and of determining

v

whal steps shiall he {aken to place the River Baik, de., in the special
charge of a sepurate Trust, the Committee of the Chamber—if
their application is nob promature—will be glad to receive Tis
Honor's decision.
I have, e,
. W. I W0OD,

Seeretary.

No. 5216,

Frox
Tur OFFG. SECRETARY To TR
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
in the P. TV, Department,
To

Tur SECY. o witn BENGAL
CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Caleutla.
Tort Willim, §th Scptember 1863,
Stn,—T am dircoted to acknowledge your letter of the 4th
instant, and to state, in veply, that all the papers relating to tho
proposed constitution of  Trust for the management of the Strand.
and River Bank havo been transferred to the Secrotary of this
Govermmont in the Logislative Department, with the view to the
preparation of a bill, for the consideration of tho Legislative
Council of Bengal at the next session.
T have the honor to e,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. L. OMMANNEY, Col. R.

"

Ofy. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengel,

in the P ¥, Depariment.
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No. 5618.
Frox
Tue OFFG. SECY. 10 Tur GOVT. or BENGAL,
1¥ Tue PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,
To

Tur SECRETARY wo THE
BENGAT CIHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, the 25th Sept. 1863,
Public Works Dept.
gir,—I am directed to forward copy of the letter noted on the
T
of Indin, No 2572, dated 6t for the port of Caleutta, and to request
June 1862 that tho Chumber will favour the
Licutenant-Governor with an early report as to the best manner of
carrying out the larger scheme now proposed by the Government
of India as oxplained in para. 6 of the letter herewith forwarded.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient sorvant,
WILLIAM MAXWELL, Licut.-Col, k. 4.,
Offy. Seey. to the Gost. of Benged, in the P. T, D,

No.
Trom
Lunvr.-Cor. J. P. BEADLE, . n,
Offg. Seey. to the Gout. of Tudia,
To

Tnp SECY.

7o Tur GOVI. or BENGAL, 1¥ mne
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
Pupric Works DEpantyENT,
Fort William, 6l June 1863,

S1m,—T am instructed by the Howble the President in Council,
in continuation of Public Works Department letter No. 1389, dated
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28th March 1863, to communicale, for the information and con-
sideration of Mis Honor the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, the
following conclusi pecting the jon of a special Trust
for works of improvement of tho port of Caleitta and river
Hooghly, which have been adopted by the Governmont of India
in consultation with His Bxcellency tho Viceroy.

2. On a full review of all the arguments which have been pro-
sented in connexion with this subject of River-Trust, and having
advertence to the recent discussions on the now munieipal bill in
the Council of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal for making
Taws and regulations, the Government of India has decided that
a scparato Trust should certainly bhe constituted for the conser-
vancy and improvement of the Hooghly and its banks.

8. There is, in the first place, a clear separation botween the
intorests and requirements of an cfiiciont management of the rivar
and the municipality. The qualifications required for making the
various arrangements connceted with shipping are diffevent from

thoso which belong to sewerago, lighting, paving, police, &e.
Totally different sebs of men are wanted for the two duties. The
large and intelligent mercantile community of Caleutta is so dacp-
ly interested in the improvement of the river, that there will
probably bo no diffieulty in immediately constituting an cfficiont’
Prust for that purpose, but the consolidation of a satisfactory
municipal administration will necessarily be a tedious and elaborats
work. Al experienee is in favour of having a scparato Trust to
carry ont such objects. The Ballust Bowrd of Dublin and tho
Clyde Trust are familiar instances of the success of this arrango-
ment, while London, where nothing was ever done for iho im-
provement of tho river until the conservancy was taken out of
the hands of the corporation, is an examplo of the evils of tho
opposite system.

4. But the decisive reason for not wniting the river and ity
Trusts is the danger of placing the interosts of the port in a posi
tion in which they may bo treated as subsidiary Lo those of tho
Caleubta municipality, It is, in the first place, quite certain that
for o long time to como all the logitimato sources of income avail-
able from the river and from tho uso of the Strand Banl will bo
yequired for Uhe improvement of the port, and it will be much

H
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hotter policy fo throw on the lown the hurden of its municipal
Govertment in a direct manner, than to allow it to apply the
resources which it may be said are already natnrally hypotheeated
$0 othor purposcs to supplement tho municipal taxation, as has
been suggestod by some of the speakers in the Bengal Couneil. Tt

will bo quite proper to give the municipality a fuir reprosentation

in the port Trust, but nothing more ; and the jurisdiction over the
Strand Bank should ba vested in the Trustees, subject to the pay-
ment to the municipal funds of the same rates on buildings or
works, as are lovied on similar descriptions of property in other
parts of the town,

5. Aguin, Caleutta port dues are a tax levied upon tho trade
passing through the port of Caleutta, or, in other words, upon tho
trade of the whole Gan;
Power o levy such dues

jic valley and of many countries beyond.

might, under propor restrietions, be safely
confided to a Trust the object of which was strictly limited to
providing overy requisite facility for the shipping ; but if the Trust
wero absorbed in that for the municipality, the majority Who
represented eity interests would have the strongest motive to tax
tho trade for their municipal purposes. The Liverpool case offers
a warning exactly in point, That city has a right, under ancient
charters, to levy ducs on the shipping which frequents the port
of Liverpool, i. ¢, upon nearly tho entire trade of tho United
Kingdom ; and tho conscquenco has been that lage sums so obtained
have been expended for purely municipal purposes to tho reliof

of ihe local rates. And notwitl di a

tho just indignation with
which this privilego s regarded the greatest difficulty has heen
experienced in shaking off the burden. In the face of this oxpo-
rience, it would bo tolally inadmissible to lay the fon of
 similar arrangement in India.

6. The river Trust might be properly authorized to undertake
any works designed for the improvement of tho port, such as
jobties, docks, warcl and tramways for ing the same;
it might also be entrusted with the eare of the moorings, lights,
and pilotage of the Hooghly, every thing in short as far as the
Sandheads. Thore can be no doubb that this extension of the
powers of such  Trust cun bo safoly made if the number of the
Trustoes s kept within proper limits, and if there is a due pro-
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portion among them of professional Government oftieors. In fuc,
this part of the dutics of the commission would be less diflicult
and important thaa the proposed now works at Caleutta.

7. The operations of such a Trust would be carried on under
tho conbrol of tho Governmcut of Bengal : when the Trust bas
been propurly constituted by the Dengal Couneil, plans and esii-
Inates of tho proposed works of improvement would be submitted
by it for tho approval of the Goverament of Bengal. ~ As the Trust
would bo entibled to lovy the port ducs and would have a good an-
axual incomo, there is o reason why it should nob Taiso the necessary
funds in tho matket for any large new works which could not be
carriod oul from ordinary income. The plans for all such extraordi-
navy works would bo subjeet to the approval of the Supreme Go-
yerument, which is necossary, both in referonco to {he extensive
interests dependent upon the portof Caleutta, and to the pecuniaxy
assistance which under certain circumstances might be expected
Srom bho imperial finances.  The Governmont of India will there-
fore reservo to itsclf the exercise of a powerof voto on the adoption

of any system of new works of improvement forwhich funds would
have to bo specially raised ; with this exception there would be no
Jimit to the indepondont powors of tho Bongal Govermment in
dirceling the action of the Trust.

8 Adverting to Bengal Government lettor No. 5906, datod 12th
Decomber 1862, and to tho 8th and following paras., T am instructed
4o state, that the Government of Tndia considers that the consitue-
tion of tram or railways betweon the railway termini and the viver
has nothing to do with & River-Trust. This clearly belongs to tha
Inunicipality, for city intorests are primavily concerned, and tho
poople of taleutta would havo just xeason to complain if power
wore given to any oxtringic body to make railways throngh thelr
stroots.

9. The foragoing paras. cxplain fully the views of the Govern-
menbof Tndia in this Important matter, and the grounds of the
Aecision, and T am {o request that [Tis Honour the Licutcnant-
Governor may be moved to have a draft bill propared, constituiing
the Trust on these prineiples, and to submit it to the Governmont
of Tndia for a genoral approval; it is on all accounts oxpoedient

4hat so important a procseding should have the advautago of the
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most careful consideration, both by the Government of Bengal and
the Government of India, before it is introduced into the Bengal
Council for laws and regulations.

Ihave the honour to be,
sir,
Your most obedicnt servant,
(Signed)  J. P. BEADLE, Licut.-Col, m, T,
: Ofg. Scey. to the Goul, India.

. Brxean Cnassir or CoMMeRcr,
Caloutta, 3rd Decomber 1863,
Ligur, Con. W, MAXWELL, R. A,
0Offg. Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal,
Dublic Works Department.

Sz, —The Committoc of the Chamber of Commerce now proceed
to xeply to your letter No. 5618 of 23th Septembor, in which
they are roquested to givo their opinion upon the best manner
of carrying out tho larger schome for a special brust for improving
the river Hooghly and iis banks, as proposed by the Government
of India in their letter No, 2572 of Gth June last.

That proposal involves a considerably wider jurisdiction of the
Trust, and consequently o more material extension of its powers,
than was originally contemplated by the Chamber, whose rccmnmen:
flations as communicated in their letter of the 5th June 1863, and
in conformiby with the views of His Honor the Licutenant-Gover-
nor, had reference only to the river and its banks within the
limils of the port; but they are now of opinion that the utility
of tho proposed Trust would be greatly enhanced if all that part
of the river botween the Sandheads and the northern limit of the
port were emk within its jurisdicti This would ssaril,
involve the transfor to the Trnsteos of all the duties, charges and
Tesponsibilities now performed and incurred by Go\'ﬂmme;t in
respect of the pilotage, survey, and ighting of {he river, its moor-
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ings, forvios, &, ¢ in fack the entive river establishment i every
doparbment now under the Government would be placed under the
authority of the Trustees. -

Keeping, therefore, these important poinis in view, and consider-
ing tho responsibilitis which would abtach to wndertaking varied
and extensive works for improving the port, it appears essential
that the Trust should be of a most comprehensive chavacter and
constituted 0 as to o fully equal to the proper discharge of tho
duties which would be imposed upon it : at the same time the
Commitleo think it would be absolutely nocessary that tho
fullest information shonld be in the posscssion of the Trust, as to
tho prosent. financial position of those departments of the public
service which aze likely to e placed wnder their control—the pilot
establishment for instance, 1 the Committee ave vightly informed,
the stalement of aceount which'was prepared for submission to tho
Council of the Licutenant-Governor, when it was latély coniom-
ence whatever to the

plated to inorease the port dues, had no refo
pilob establishment ; all pilotage charges wero excluded and nothing
was shown but what belonged to what is called the ““Tort Fund
Account.” ;

In accepting tho responsible charge of the river and the various
services attached to ils navigation and general conservaney, tho
Committoo are of opinion that the Trusices should have a clear
comprehension of the income and expenditure of each branch, so
a5 to enablo them distinelly to understand the position of each’ and
act nceording bo circumstances.

WWith these proliminary observations the Committce submit the
following dations for the Li t-Governor i—

1. The power and duty of cmrying into effeet the provisions ~
of any Act thab may bé pussed for e purposos of the ‘lrust showld
b6 vested in, and porformed by, n Body of Drustecs, consisting of
fiftcen (15) mombers, {0 bo styled “ Lhe Trustocs of the Hooghly
Navigation? who shall be a body corporate, and possess all the
privilegos appertaining therelo in respee of such Lrust.

2. Of the said fifteen (15) members six (6) should ho noininated
by the Government of Bengal as roprosonting its intorasts, ns is
domo in tho case of the *Clyde Navig
neeving, Marine, and Cusloms’ Departmonts 3

tion Trust,” i tlie’ Engi-

and wine (9) #hoild
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be representatives of the mercantile and shipping intorests of Cal.
culta, olected by the .Chamber of Commerce, but from the
morcantile aud shipping interests generally, and not necessarily
from the members of the Chamber only ; the Committee think it
may fairly be considered that the mereantile and shipping classes
u the improvement of the

lave a greater interost than any oth
port of Calentta, and they therefore propose that a majority of
members of the Board should be chosen from them,

There should bo a chairman and deputy chaivman of tho

Trasices, who should be elected on the principle adopted in the
clection of the chairman and deputy echairman of . the Justices
of Caleutta, viz. that the former shall be appointed by the Govern-
ment of Bengal, and tho latter by the Trustees—subject to the
approval of the Licutenant-Governor.

4. Tliat the Trustecs to be chosen by the Chambar of Commeren
shall be electod in the manmer nsually observed in the election of
its own office-bearors ; that they shall go out of office annually,
but be eligible for re-clection : and vacancics ioned by death,

resiguation, or any other cause, filled up inmnmediately in the manmer
adopted by the Chamber under like cireumstances.

6. 1 any Trustee, so clected, shall bo direetly or indirectly
interested or concerned in any contract or work or offico of the
Trustees, hie shall cease to be Trustee, and his office therenpon
become vacant.

6. The Trustees should he authovised to appoint Committees of
{heir number with such powers and nnder such instructions, direc-
tions, and limitations, as may appear to the Trustees expedient.

7. The Trustees should have the power to borrow on the security

of the rates, works, Jands and property of the Trustees, such sums

of money as may appear to then necessary for the purposes of ihe

Trust, under Jimits sanctioned by the Government of Bengal, but

in such manner and at sueh times as the Trustees shall sec fit,
8. The bonds and assignuments of scourity issued by the Truslees
for the sums s borrowed should be exempt from stamp duties, aml

that such bonds shonld be transferable by endorsement, in the

same way as is provided in the Act under which a new municipality
cubta,
9, The Trusteos should have the power to detevmine, from time

has lately heen formed in

i
i
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fo time, what port dues shall bo levied on and in respect of all
vessols entering or wsing tho river, and what rates shall bo lovied
on all goods shipped or unshipped in tho river, or placed or stored
in sheds and warchouses belonging Lo the Trustees, and for tho uso
of whafs, erancs, stages, and other works constructed for tho
convonionce of the trade of the port.

10. Al ferrics should be placed under the authority and con-
trol of the Trustees and subject to such regulations as the Trustees
may direct.

11 The river polico should ho under the dircotion and con-
trol of the Trustees, who showld have the power of appointing
the superintendent and other officers, and of vemoving the samo
if they think fit. The Committoo think that such a chango as
this is necessary, especially after the robbexics which took placo
last year in tho case of soveral shipments of indigo, and moro
recently of other goods, robberies which the iver police, as at pre-

sont constituted, appear unable cither to prevent or discover when
committed.

12. . The Trustecs should have the power of appointing a Board
to b styled the “Pilot Bowrd” which shall have the samo au-
thority as is now exercised by Government for the licensing of
pilots for tho safe corduct and navigation of vessels in tho River
Flooghly, for tho dircction and contrel of all matlers portaining to
the pilotage of the port, for imposing and enforcing penalties for

Dreach of any bye-luws, rules or regulations made by the Pilot

Board, and for the management of any fund vow existing, or which
may he created hereafter for the benefit of pilots belonging to this
port ; and that members of the Board of Trustees should be eligiblo
as members of the Pilot Board,

Tho foregoing appear o the Committee the -main features to
notico in tho prosent stago of the question, and they are submitted
for the consideration of the Howble tho Lioutenant-Governor,

1 have, &e.y

11 W, L WOOD,

Secretary.




APPENDIX N (1)

COITON CULTIVATION IN THE NORTH WESTERN
PROVINCES.

No. 769 or 1863,

Frox
B. HARDINGE, lisq.,
Offy. Sceretary, Sudder Board of Revenve,
N P., Allahabad.
To

R. STMSON, Tso.,

Sceretary to the Government of the N. T, P,

Revenue, 1
L M

Dated Allahabad, the 29ih Oet. 1863.

and
R. Moncy. Beq.
Junior Membcr,

Str,—T am diroeted by the Sadder Board of Revenue, North-
westorn Provinees, Lo submit the following vaport ou the slate and
prospects of the cotton crop in these provinces as requested in
your letter No. 2810A dated Gth Angust last.

2nd.~Tho price of cotton in all the marts thioughout these
provinces continued steadily to xise. At the begiuning of the yoar
it ranged from 16 Rs. the maund (or about 43d. the 1) in tho
wostorn districts, 0 25 Rs. (or 74d. tho 1b.)in tho casiorn. By
the sowing season the rates had advanced to about 20 Rs. (6d. tho
1b.) in the former, and Rs. 30, (9. the 1) in the Iattor, Tn tho
northern non-producing districts. such as Goruckpoor and Gonda,
the prices ro% as high as 35 and 40 Rs. or 103, and a shilling,
The cotton which used to find its way from the Doab in that

diree-

b . —
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tion, had boon diverted to Bengal for exportation ; houce an absolute
dearth of cotton and theso extraordinary prices.

3rd—Tho following table of the rales which ruled in tho chiof
marts will be of interest :—

REOARRE
i2lel=g]d] &
P s 1415135 ¢
5 jslE|lEIEI8| §
2 | BiZ|z215|8] 2
=] | - ' = [ o |- } ~ o
Close of Dec. 1562 4017 | ... |2 | 21 40
b Jan. 1863 13 0] 21 116122 12 0
o Teb 12 0, 22 25 [ ... 25 0 0
sy March,, 6 0] 20 | 2 6 | 22 25 99
o April 00| 20 |3 | 3 10 0
o May 50 2083|3224t 99
o Jude 99 18|29 | | 00
” Jaly 100 24 | |2 [ 2621 20
o Aug 10 0] 28 } 25180 34 20
7 Seph. 1001324 | -’|"|' 00

4th—The raius set in
bofore the middle of June. And the effect of the high prices
showed itself in an cager desire to extend the area under cotton

Iy, and to all appoaranco propitious

cultivation. The consequent increase of arca sown was above

50 por cent. over that of lust year,in some places higher, reaching

75 por cent. or even cenl. per cont,

5th.—DBut in the Central and Upper Doal and in parts of Bundie-
Jhund and Rohilkhund, the rain continued almost unintovenptedly
to fall for many weeks. Thero woere nono of thoso intermissions
which afford the necessary respite for the plant to acquire a healthy
growth. Tt beenmo generally stunted.  All the lower lands woro
flooded or so saturated with moisture, that the young plant rotted
or hecame too weakly to afford any promise.  Such land was accord-
ingly ploughed up and re-sown (ihe seasou for cotton sowings having
1y) with other autumual crops. It is of courso

ordinarily passed a

impossible to state with precision how much land was lost to the

cotton trade from this caus b of Allygurh it has

heen ealenlated that out of 236,000 acres originally sown 83,000, or
a

but in the disl
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above 32 per cent. were ploughed up.  In some other quarters the
proportion is believed to have been cven greater.
kG{h,—The calamitous result of this untoward weather is that
‘instead of having a million and a half of acres, possibly a million
and three quarters under cotton cultivation, the actual area has
dwindled down to less than ome million and a quatter. The
actual figures arc 1,217,170 acres as against 938,578 acres for 1862.%
T{h.—DBut even this was not the whole of the injury inflicted 5
for the crop that was allowed to stand had been serionsly aflected
Dby the continuous rain. And vow, again, at the close of the
monsoon the capricious season was cqually unfavorable to a good
Yarvest. Tor shortly after the middle of Angust, there was in all
the districts west and north of Agra an entire cessation of rain,
and not a drop has fallen since ; that is the monsoon ceased a
month and a half before its usual time. In consequence the plants
+that were still in a thriving condition have suffered severely from
the drought. In the Doab and Rohilkhund the 11\isio|~t|;nc has
Deen remedicd wherever irrigation from canals or wells was possible.
TBut in many quarters and especially on the right bank of the
Jumna, this was seldom practicable.
8th.—There was n store yet another misfortune. In the lower
Doab, the rains recommenced about the middle of September, and
continued with unusual intensity #ill the 8th or 10th of October.
The cotton fields which.were there in a highly promising state were
greatly injured by this wntimely fall.  In the district of Allahabad
for example, the first flowerings have been destroyed, and the loss
is calculated at no less than 50 per cent., in some places cven ab
75 per cent.  In a few of the central districts the latter rain was
si0t heavy or long continued, and has sensibly benefitted the plant.
9th.—In truth, the climate of these provinees, as the Board have
repeatedly stated, i so wncertain and capricious, oscillating between
flood and drought, either of which'is fatal to a good cotton crop,
that the Government must always be prepared for such resulis. 1t
i rarc indeed that the raius are so measured and well timed that

* In the report for 1862, the estimated area was 1,177,000 neres
e 3 stima g 2 177,001 s and ] -
trn. (estimated at the average yield) n million and & hnlf of maunds. sm,i':cqnoc".fz
investigation x\\r\}u;l that the nren was only 955,578 aeres, and the yield owing to
the hienvy rains of September little more than one wilticn ma 9 i
are given in paragraph 11 naunds. e detaily
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full orop can be expected.  None of course aro so alive to this fact
as the cultivators themselyes, and heneo they are wnyilling to risk
smore than a small portion of their holdings upon chances so un-
cortain. . . N o

10th—The flights of locusts which have infested these provirices,
and evince an wnforbunate partiality for the leaves of the cotton
plant, have also done some damago ; bub the evil has heen confined
to tho special localitics where the swarms alighted ; and it has nop
materially affected the general result, Tn the district of Futtohpoor
some villages were visited and the plants strippod several times, bub
tho lnto rain has made them sprout again, and o tolerable, though
rather late, crop is still expected.

116h.—Taking all these drawbacks into account, it will not
appoar surprising that although the area under cotton is nearly 24
poccent. above thut of lask, year, the expected out-turn is hardly
if atall in oxcess. The details as estimated for cach district are

given below :

1562, 1863
Distmier. g
| Clean [, o] Clean
Avein Giotton in ’}\‘gfb"‘ Cotton in|
A nands. | maunds.
Dera ... 10| 6 10| 24|

The plant is tolerably
healthy, and the Col-
lector estimates 44,600
mannds; but as no rain
Iias fallen since August
it will be safe nob to
estimate above 1} md.
Moozufer por acre.

nuggur .| 19,000 26,000 25,800 88700 " Ditto  Ditto.

( The crop greatly re-
| dueed, frs by Hu;:d,

L, 05 T oor| J-and then by drought,
Meerat ... ... 43,0000 65,0000 67448] 65,2251 oo byhm)m A
s been  extensively

Sabarunpoor | 21,000] - 84,0000 26,800] . 40,000

Boold sla Collector - estimates
| ; . . - 87,700 mannds;_ same
: 33598 47, 9 ; ;s
528 47,000 - AT,000 70,000 |tk s for Sy

| { poor :
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1802, 1803, : 1862. 1863.
DistrIcT Disrricr.
e 0| 5 1o, f e P
Acros. Acros. (Cottom in| i Acreg [Cotton inf Aeres. ‘otton in|
inaunds. - [ maunds, A maunds, maunds.
] Collctor reports the
Allyghur......1 135,000, 1,64000 1,72,700/ 1,78,500] { 5300 eapmen op. R {gon et and
83,000 ploughed up. . \,,my o v oy
Meerut Divi . | oneialf the average,
fon ..o......| 2,52,688] 8,86,006] 3,40,658) 5.92,149 ; Agra §7,080) 1,25900) 107,101 1000003k e stimates the
In\\mds T6 will be
e . o . o l4 Cotton almost un- well if one mamnd. per
Kemnon ..... 730 730) 30 7801 | known in the Hills, re is gathered.
The plaut was strong
{_Collector thongh ad- and healthy in Septem
mitting Joss by flood- Ttah 33,3020 19,430} 44,160; 17,500, < ber, and the out-turn
" ling anad dvought esti- l perhiaps exceed the
Bijuore ..., 25,350 58,000 27,5000 27,500 J‘m:ms the  out-turn i estimate.
] higher, but it will pro- ; The drought  ma
bably mot cxceed one § Mynpoory .| 22,780 10,204 81,201 17,737 aocﬂs‘?o.,(;}':ﬁim.~ oy
{imauad per aore. |
d Tho out-trm may be
( The crop s reported Furruckabad.| 10,060 14,103 15,285 14,4200 { incrcased by late favor-
promising; but drought : able rain.
[ By v the - ot ; Ditto—Ditto 10,000
Moradabad .. 5 ol g . Collector  osti- itlo, 10,000
Al anon0 s00w0l sz snoon ] Ik SO0 S | Tawahs ... 49,950 05600 55,503 52,50 4 K A g
[ doubtea'sf " even 13 | ZmI)g of the ruius.
{ maund will be gathiered
per ncre. .
Agra Division| 2,83,502) 3,10,850] 8,51,059] 2,71,002
Budnon ...l 0,000 1,00,000 90,000 81,000
Bareilly .....| 26,307 40,000 25 100 ISR R
d 26, / 5,10 . The crop iy thin and
; Jaloun 17,699 10000 “1a700|  ga00]) e cron s el
Shali jehan Crop much injured benefitted it in
PO ceeciensd 0,000 7,000 12,8000  9,319] 4 by flond in the northern Jhansio ... 14,800 14,000 14350, 12,8000 (on BECELEC e
parts. Lol yield may ‘be some-
Perai Lullutpoor ..., 1211 630l 1087 470 ) i
terai .| a1l eo|  sas  es4 P J What better.
Robileund Di 1 33,644| 24,650, 20,007 15,070
1,76,194] 2,35,60172,07,163) 2,01,153
I i | The lato rain has be-
Cottat { nefitted th Inter sow-
. ‘ollector anticipates A . ol Jings, but injured the
Mubtra.... ! 79,412, 110,000, 94766 68,0761 J {habidrouglit may occa i  Cuwnpoor .| 65830 206210 68257 32,0004 oS O] e out
! 1,19 ; 9761 4 o Fasthor Toun of i | turn may on the wholo
| | some 10 per cent. : . Uexceed the estimate.
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1862, 1863,
Disrricr.
i | Clean_ | 4 Clean
Ao i [Cotion in Cotto in
o5 | imaunds. mannds.
Oollector _ cstimated
) at only 15,400 maunds,
Humeerpoor.| 40,380 20,000( 87,000 18,0001 but an adition s
[ boen made on aceount
f the late rain,
ginal o5 timate
30,000 mannds, but o
. deduction of say 12 per
Futtehpoor...| 232351 14,100 33,000 26,000/ Ty o
" te  rain,
still the yicldmay after
all be better than cx-
pected.
The crop in this dis-
Banda 0,000 51,364 05,000 49,500 4 frick benefitted by tho
£ ) e xain ; and the yield
uny be better.
( The cstimate in the
middle of September
was 46,800 maunds,
but the subscquent un:
Allababad .| 18,300 20,00 40,400 24,000 ] etsonablo ruin has da-
; 0001y inaged  the crop 50
greatly that the. yield
will be little more than
onehalf of w s
Lexpected.
|| 2,27,744| 1,31,683 2,74,137 1.49,r.oni
Adimgarth o L 175) o
Mirzapoor ... ]

ZApoor 4,000 2,001 4,00 Cotton: generally
Tewares ... 236 3 om { erops onlyith obler
Glazeopoor...| 79000 1,600 8735  1,081/)

Benares Divi

sion . 1‘ 12,36) 3,636/ .13,121)  8,760]

|
Grand Total 0,85578,10,1,735 1217 170
217,

Is

Jotl—On a review of the above table, it will be scen that after
A1l doductions for land sown, bub afterwards ploughed up, there is

still an arca wnder cotbon of 1,217,170 acros as g
© hoing thus 23} per cont.

aores in the preceding year, the iner

13th.—The estimated produce las
fithy-ouo thousaud maunds ; it is this year cstimated at nearly the
same ; tho actual figures being a million and hirty-four thousand

year was one million and

maunds.

140l—In Tnglish weight, tho out-turn is oxpected to be cight
millions and twenty-cight thousand pounds or 74,000 cwts. :

160 —The Board have no direct intelligonco as to the state of
tho erop in the mative states lying south of the Junma ; but they
fear that the samo causes which have checked the expeoted inerease
in our own districts, must have operated cqually there ; or rather
in consoquence of the fower facilities for irrigation to a more serious

extent.

J6th—Mr. W. A. Forbes, c. 7., supplics the following interest-
ing romarks in respoct of the district of Meerut :—

“ st year it was my impression that the cotton traders and

bunyas alone had benefitted by the sudden and extraordinary xiso
in prices j—that the Rupoes 16, 18 and 20 per maund had nob
reached the pockets of the agricnlturists. Tam gld to say that
this year, as might have boon expocted, the unlimited demand
widens its influenco and the poorest eultivator begins to enjoy his
gharo of its advantages. In place of the old advance of 3 and
4 rapecs por maund, the bunyas and moncy lenders lve been
obliged to advance 8, 10, and cven 12 rupees.

« At this moment cotton is hardly procurable in the market, but
astho new crop comes in, it is expected that Rs. 18 (i. e. about 5}d.
tho 1b.) por maund will be the ruling average rate for the seuson.

«During the year, T have made a small attempt to jmprove the
systom of cultivation and modo of picking of cotton. At the time
wings, T issued a trans]

-

when the land was being prepared for thes

T had reevived on the subject with

Lion of somo simple instruction

a parcel of Tgyptian seéd, a copy wis sont to each village in this
istrict ; the Putwarees were ordered to v

heir cireles, and the Tehseeldars did the same da

ad it in overy village of
Iy, in their oflices

to the assembled Zemind:
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I do not anticipate that much change has taken place from the
old system of sowing broadeast ; but T do hope that my advice will
induce some to be more particular in the picking of the crop, more
especially as I iutend to follow it up by the offer of rewards for the
best samples produced during the scason.”

17th.—The Board think that something might bo done by Go-
vernment towards encouraging such experiments as those tried by
Mr. Forbes. There was, during the past year, no means availablo
to the Board of procuring any kind of seed for those who felt in-
clined to make the trial. They would suggest that a depdt might
Dbe established at Allahabad of the most 1 ) The acclimated
New Orleans seed which has succeeded well in Dharwar might be
And
rowards might bo held out for the best field of this or auy other

y sorts,

obtained from thence, with specimens of Dr. Forbes's gins.

—1If no other agency is available to the Governmont, the
Board would be glad to aid in any such movement.
19th.—As on former occasion a copy has been sent direct to the

Chamber of Commerce, Calentta.

I have, &c.,
B. HARDINGE,
Offg. Seeretary.

(Sd.)

(True copy.)
M. WITTENBAKER,
Assist. Secy. to the
Sudder Board of Revenue, N. W, P.

APPENDIX N ()

OQUT-TURN OF COTTON IN THE CENTRAL
PROVINCES FOR THE SEASON 1862.

From Carrars Hucror Mackeszr, Sccretary to Chicf Commis-
sioner, Contral Provinces, to Cotoxnt H. M. Duraxp, . B,
Secrctary to Govermmnent of India, Foreign Department, with
the Governor-General,—(dated the 18th August 1863.)

Tumy letter No. 307 of the 19th January last an estimato of
the cotton crop for this scason 1862, compared with the out-turn
of tho season preceding, was submitted for the information of
Hlis Excelloncy tho Govornor-General of India. I am now desired
Dy the Officiating Chicf Commissioier to submit the vesult of
cnquirics into the actual out-turn of cotton estimated after tho
closc of the scason 1862.

9. The information will he found abs
ing this lotter, and I am to offer the following romarks on

racted in the statement

accompan,

the subject.

3. The season 1862 has been almost universally a bad one in
respect to the cotton cultivation. There has beon too much xain,
and over-moisture is inimical to the development of the plant. Our
provious expeotations of the gross out-turn have consequently not
been fully realized. Thus, whilst tho yield was estimated at abovo
forty-seven millions of pounds, the actual out-turn, s estimated ab
ihe close of tho scason, only amounts to about thirty-seven millions
of pounds, that is about ton millions of pounds less, The injury
done to the crop by the superabundance of rain is, however, not
fully represented by the deficit of out-turn just mentioned, for it
has since been considored that a larger area was under cotton culti-
‘ation than that stated at the beginniug of the year. Thus instead
of 5,86,650 acres heing under eotton, as was supposed, there were

6,28,021 acres, or an increase of 41,871 acres.  This arcaof 6,268,021

) ascertained from actual field measurements, field by
K

acres has been
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of prices are considered. Cotton is now selling in tho mavket ab

field, in $he Saugor and Jubbulpore divisions and in almost the cn- o e R
Lis I8, of course, {ho votail price

tire tract forming the Nagpore di

Nagpore ab 16 pence the 1b.
flio wholesalo rate must bo lower. But this local retail price is
indicative of a very Jarge exportation of cotton from these provinces,

sion. Tt has only heen assumed ;
on, where tho survey has not as yeb mado :
much progress. Thus, whilsh oub of a total area of 6,268,021 acres

in the Chutteesgurh di

no less than 5,063,863 acres is the proportion ascortained in the and there must bo a very small sbocl reservedsfor home consumption

minatest detafl from actnal fidd measnrements, only 64,158 acres \whon the Tnglish market prices of Indian grown coton can bo

(Chutteesgurh) is the portion taken from local enquiry. This section
of the aren for Chutteesgurh, thus ascortained by enquiry is, how-
over, believed to be much helow the truth. Tn fact, the statistics
of trade for the Clutteesgwh division give ovidence of a larger
cotton field in that exte

ive tract of country than is represented
Ty the area given, Thus, by the figures given in the retwmns, the
total arca under cotton cultivation during the pust season may
safely bo sob dovn at not less than 6,28,021,

4. This area reburn will, the Officiating Chicf Commissioner
hopes, bo found as complete as possible for all districts save
Clitteosgnrh, It rosts on the firmest that can be obtained and
will form a statting point for future statisti

5. Inagond scason the yicld per aero of sood cotton s four
maunds or 328 Ths., and according to the native method of cleaning
the yield of cleancd cotton wool s ono-fourth or 82 Ibs, per acro,
Tn somo districts tho yiold has been as bigh as 115 Ths. cleaned
cotton por acre. Bub taking it attho avorago of 821bs. the total
ot-buen of the fizgt souson might have beon as much as 513 millions
of Ths, wherens tho highest cstimate has only reached 47 millions,
and wherens we have only had about 37 millions Ths., or abont
14} wiltions 1. Jess, and this would more properly reprosent the
injury sustained from $he inclomeney of tho past scason,

6. Tho prospects for tho scason 1863 ave, as far as they aro as
yot known, oncouraging. That a Jarger area will bo brouglt undor
cotton califvation than oven tho past scuson, when it was higher
than it was ever known before, is protby cortain. What that
inercase is will be known in the course of next month, when
the information- shall have come in from all the scitloment oflicers
intho districts. That thore will bo & considerablo incrense there
sunbo little dowbt whon the steadily rising demand and the range

domanded Jere and find purchasers.

7. The estimated oxportations during tho recont spring and
sammer uionths of 1863 amounted to a little moro than 27 millions
1., and 3} willions s, are awaiting exportation as soon 3 the
Joads shall be open after tho monsoon. Thus some 30} willions
1., or 13,616 tons, will have been exported out of the total
oub-turn of the past scason of about 37 millions Ths.

& Abal the cotton marts tho cotton is bought and sold by Uo
«hoja” or “load” made up by the two bales carried by a pack
bullock. Tho weight of the hoja is 262 Ibs. Tho price per boja
s fluctnated considerably. It roso from 40 to 141 rupees within
fho year. Tt stood longor, Jiowover, abovo the mewn of these two
prices, so that 100 rupees per boja would fairly xeprosent tho
average solling price during last year, A this rale, then, the valuo
of 4ho cotton cstimated ns oxported, or for exportation, would
appear to he Rupees 1 16,41,200, or upwards of a million sterling.

0. The greator portion of cobton export lias tuken advantago of
fho opening of tho rail to Mulkapore in Borar, and gono by that
voute to Bombay for shipment o Tngland. Lhe route to Mirzapor,

formerly $he one most preferred, Tias now been entirely givon up»
excopt perhaps for the small produce in tho districts ying on the
orthern confines of Hheso provinees. A small braflic goos down by
the Molanuddy to Cutack on the eastern const.

10, During the past month a quentity of acelimatized Smerican
buted among the

e rocoivad from Dharwar has been d
wso & small quantity

cotton

farmers in bhe bost cobton growing dis
of Typtian seed. 1t s hoped that the suce
s with the forcign sood will be greater than. that of the lst
it almost entirely failed.  The sowings were made too
o for forcign scod, and the failure is parily atlzi-

s of the present

sowin,

season, who

ey in the sos
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buted to this.
commenco till the beginniig of August, and better results are looked
for, Some experiments on a small seale last yoar suceecded ad-
Those plauts that survived the extreme humidity of the
thy plants and to a height far

This year {he sowings with forcign sced will not

mirably.
carly rains grow up into strong I
surpassing that of the indigenous plants, the yield of cotton being
in proportion large.

11 In conclusion, T am desired by Mr. Temple to submit that
the statistics of tho ¢obton cultivation in these provinces, above
supplied, may prove wseful to the Chambers of Commerce of Cal-
cuita and Bomba

“DUPLICATE"
Statement of Cotton Cultivation in the Central Provinces.

0.
&

B

g

2
Se
iz
s

o

ed cotton ascer-
tained after the

Area under cotton

Bxported

|

s, s, bs. s,
Saugor 966,114
b ’ld'he Nm-J Dumol 700,000
adda, north | {Hoshungabad 1,011,840 .
the Saut- [Jubbulpore Diovsio | [ L% | 78,156
poora Rauge | [Mundla 22140
UNursingpore 1920
(lchumawarra ... 12016 | 600,650
The Nag- | [Baitool Toi1 | 100,000
pore country, mec 184,000
soutls of the{ [Nagporo 9,860,260 | 1+ 19,621,166(3,180,850

Sautpoora | [Wurda 16,350,800
ange ... | [Bhundarra

|
(|Chanda

The ( hut-

Raipore 36,000
teesgurh ! !
: Belaxpore 1,000
country and 4l mbulpor 24,000 72,000 | ( 3008,000 | 16.000

I S — L S———_

Upi er Goda-

oy Diveder (| Uvper Gotaveryl ~ 158 13202

Total 628,021 [36.901,744 | 27,102,002 |3,225,036
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Brxean Ciayner o CoMMERcE,
Culentle, 13th October 1863,
. C. BAYLEY, Esa.,

Offy. Seey. to the Govt. of Tndia, Forcign Department.
Si,—1ho supploment to the Calsutla Guzetle of the 23rd ultimo
contains a statement of cobton cultivation in the Central Provinees,
showing the districts where it is grown, the area wider cultivation,
\inod ont-turn of cleancd cotbon, tho quantity exported
June last, and how much remained to b

the ascerta
Quring the scason ending
exported.

This is a very valuable addition to the statis
vation which tho Clief Conmissioner has already submitted to
Government, and will prove of much utility to those who study the
tton cultivation in this country.

Temple’s report it is stated that cotton

ies of cotton culti-

goneral question of cof
T tho Gth para. of Mr.
\vas then selling i tho market of Nagporo ab the retail price of
16 penco tho pound ; this doubtloss indicates a very Jargo export
Lo in cotton, and the figured statement exhibits a considerablo
amount, exported from thoso provinees. But another inference may
o drawn from this excoptionally high price paid for locully grown
produce ; and tho ommitteo of the Chambor suggost for comsidera-
Lion that it would be nsoful to ascertain tho extent to which the raw
psses into. consumption, and what portion of it is ma-
1 otherwiso converted for doméstic use.
are that information of this kind can be
po only, and they will e content to

mate
ymfactured into cloth

The Committee
given in an_ approximate shu
eceive any staloments that may

o made with somo dogreo of

time past a vematkablo absenco of the

lias hoen for somo
4 from tho wpper provinees for Manchester cotton
of the manufactnrod
o in the prico

usual demant
goods 3 and although the ineroaso in the pr
tolo has nob advanced pari passie with the in
aw matorial, yob itappears to have had the effict of Timiting
ctont tho consumption of imported fabrics, and thore
Listanding the high price of cotton in

ar
of the
10 o
s an fnpr

sion that nobwill
g manufuetured into cloth ab a loss cost

Tndia it admits of D
han Uhab paid for M

anchoster goods, aud thal local munufacturcs on
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an extended seale would go far to account for the very feeble demand
that comes from the Upper and North-west Provinees.
It would be interesting and important to know if there is in

reality any ground for such an impression, and a material servieo

would be rendered to those who are engaged in importing cotton
goods if it could be cstimated on wlhat scale native weaving is
conducted, and whether, and to what cxtent, it has been increased
during the last year or two.

The Chamber would not ventnre to make this reference if it
s thought that the desived information could not be ascertainod
without inconvenicnce to the public service ; but they apprehend
there would be no difficulty in obtaining returns from distric
officers of the extent to which weaving is carried on in the localitics

within their jurisdiction, as they prosume that in collecting the
license and income taxes suflicient data have been gathered upon
which to base an_ approx

nate, if not absolutely accurate, estimate
of the population cmployed in this trade, as well as of the results
of their industry.
I have, e,

. W. I WOOD,

Seeretary.

No. 327.
Frox
Tre ASSIST. SECY. to mue GOVT. or INDIA,
To
Tie SECRETARY 1o tii BENGAL,
CLAMBER or COMMERCE,
Dated, Fort William, 9th November 1563,

Forcign Dept.
Revenue.

Sir,—T am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 13th ultimo, and in reply to state that a copy of your letter
has been sent to the Licutenant-Governor of the Punjab and the

Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinees, and that those authori-

s
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v heen asked to supply as far as may be in their power, the
information xequired by the Chamber of Commerce at Culentia,
talking such steps for procuring the same as they may deem best. fA
copy of yourlettor s also been sent to the Homo Department for
and for any ovders which that Department may judge
s tho territories under the Government of
al-and of ilie Licutenant-Governor

ties b

consideration
it proper to pass as reg
the Licutenant-Governor of Beng
of the North-western Provinces. ) .

9. T am furthor directed to forward to you copies of coriain
: ar at the

1 correspondence which was collected last ye
roquest of Sir Charles Trovelyan, containing inforniation as regards
4o native manfacture of colton and tho cffect of high prices on
it, whic it is thought tho Chamber of Connerce af Calutta may

like o possess.

demi-officia

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Yourmost obedient servant,
J. T. WHEELER,
Assistant Scey. to the Govt. of India.
TFort WILLIAM, }
The 9th November 1563,




APPRNDIX 0.
GOVERNMENT TIMBER PURCHASING AGENCY
AT RANGOON AND MOULMEIN,

Caleutte, 26th June 1863,
E. C. BAYLEY, Esa,

Offy. Secy. Lo the Got. of Indic,
Porcign Department.

$tm,—The accompanying petition from the merehants and members
of the Landholders’ and C ial Associntion of Moulnein to
the Right Hon'ble the Viceroy and Governor-Gieneral of Tndia has
Deen sent to ws with a request that it might be submitted with such
support as the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Landholders’
Association might consider it to deserve

Our respective Committees havo directed usbo request the favor
of your having tho petition lnid beforo Government, and have
instructed us, in doing so, to say that thoy cordially concur in the
goneral purport of the petition, and in deprecating the establish-
ment at Moulmein or elsewhero of a Government agency for pur-
chasing rough logs of wood in compelition with the merchants of
the placo, and for converting them into the different descriptions
of timber, which it is the trade of tho petitioners and others to
prepare,

The Chamber of Commerco addressed the Government of India
on the 15th August 1861, with reference to a communication of a
similar nature to the present petition, from the merchants of
Rangoon to the Commis

foner of Pegn, and there fully expressed
their views on the subject, to which letter wo beg referenco.
Since that time the Government of Tndia have indicated their in-
tention of separating themselves from undertaking o preparo
supplies for themselves when their wants can bo provided for by
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contracts or purchases from private merchants and traders ; and tho
Commitbees on $hat ground hope a favorable result from the presend
appeal, movo partienlarly o5 it appears that $hore can be 3o ne-
cossity o organizo an expensive agency for providing timber at a
timo when the Government have sold and are selling off neutly
all their fleck both of river and sca-going vessels, and when it is
nderstood that they are about to sell or to close the dock yards,
\shere the consumption of timber for Government purposes has been

the greatest,
We hs
J. BEOKWITH, Seerclary,
Landlolders' and C ial Association of British India.
H. W. I WOOD, Seerctary,
Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

¢ the honor to be, .,

To
Tur Ricirr Hoxonanso
Py EARL or ELGIN axp KINCARDINE,
Vicoroy and Goncynor-General of India,
dc., dLe., e,
The humble petition of the undersigned
Merchants and Members of the Land-
lolders’ and Commereial Association,
Moulmoin,
Ruspserrorny Sunwenn—That your potitioners view with sur-

: the appointment of Major Benson as Govermment
i ling the strong remonstiances theb
project, when ibwas first proposed some Lo

prise and disma

timber agent here,
wero made aguinst the : .
srcantile conmuniby ot this place and Rangoon.
of timo which has clapsod sinco the timber
ot mooted made your -petitionors hope that
Chosemmnt, on careful cousidoration of the matter, had sees the
e : ) iroct com-

- wiustice which would be done to_ trade by the direct com
o bion o ment in the mavket for the raw article, and had

ago, by the m
2. Tho length
ageney question was fi

etition of Gove
Joversed its ducision.
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:l. The arrival of Major Benson with the avowed purpose of
sebbing up this timber ageney, with abundant means a s oo
i with sathoriy, a5 yonr potitioners aee informed, (o got out a
Go-horse power engine for a stem saw wil from Tugland,
which ho purposes to convert round logs and wlso o ont bor o
seantlings, battens, &e. (the balanee of the latter after Goveimmens
;:;lll:; :‘];‘C‘;i }:ll!’{;‘l:“.s\lplvhcd 1o bo sold b‘y public anction) has dis-

4. Your petitioners would bez most respectfully to remind your
Tixcelleney that the tiaditional policy of Govornment has alwa
Been to avoid interference with trade, which has been iﬂu;h"\‘l ed
most strongly lately in the caso of the disposal of the Covorm v‘e
transports, the retaining of such vessels being, wo ruspucﬂ::l’]‘\’

cubmit, much less likely to interfere with private
the establishment of a Government timber agency.
5. Tho injury dono to the trado by this measure is obvious

enterprise than

and we would erave your Excellene; atience while we py
. D 'y's patience while we poi;
e e hile we point out
Airst.—A Government official with imites a
ent ol h unlimit ans ab his o
it d means at his com-

s the maket for round logs in direct competition with

e mei <, rmer i
{he merchants, and former experience has shewn that Government
0 ermmen

Tas had 1o pay more for its timber than private individuals, and
als, and a

heavy purchase in a market like this would at once have @
at once have the

effik of raising prices to an mnusual standard, and thus provent
s proven

merchants from fulfilling their engagements,
Secondly.—That aving purchas |
) at having purchased these logs he conv
tn o Cov iese logs he converts them

pment sa mill, and tho balane i

tovers ¢ alance of seantlings aftor
supplyine Government he <clls by public auction therchy. cuin e
the market, and putting it completely out of the power flmg
trade, who doal in such doseriptions of wood, to compete wi o
and in fact desbra Pete ith bim,

ying any standard value which sneh arti
have hitherto held in the market, el ntiles
6. Tt will be observed that {h
at the Government age
even tender for the supply by the merd ety gent oo not

" nts of the deseripti
fimher wanted, but directly compeles with th ::‘ dﬁL:n“I"“'ml“f
wket for the raw arti . o )
miarkel for the zay anticle, wd secondly in the sale of 11 ot
T o y > 5 e convert-

7.
Governme

your petitioners
conviction that, the w

cheaply supplicd in that manner,
chinery of  Government timber agoney, and the cicction of
il iu which (your petitioners speak advisedly) there fsmo

2

Lo great expense in madhinery, plant, &e, ter
staple axticle of commerce of the pla

of the port is a proof of their cnergy
mature of the ease wl
n by this divect intesference with trade

only the very grave
frous consoquences o the
hat emboldens your ps

nowing where expense will®
s, Your petitioners have lurge establishuonts here, and ha
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- Tt has hitherto been the custom in the diffisient presidencies for
b to tender for the supply of timber they vequired, and
as px'ac(icnl men do not hesitate to state their
ants of Government will be better and moro

than by the cumbrous and costly

end.

< timber being the
- the flowishmg cond
and enterprise, and it is
b threatens such disas-

Litioners to trespass on your valuable timo

and wge their gricvances thus strongly.

9. A voferenco to our eliel
Cliicf Commissioner would,
which wo hold on this subjoct 5
cant with British Burmalt camot,
\ any obler light than as an_ arran

matter iv

Lo commeres, and a direet intorforcneo with pi3
10. In conclusion your petitionors would
Eacdleney tore consider the matter,
t0 use a homely phrase, will litorally take
mouths, and be in direct opposition to

nent of an agency, which,
the Dread oub of the

the onlighlened opinions your

anthoritios, the Commissioner and
we venlure 1o hope, endorse the views
s gentlemen so thoroughly eonvor-
wo yonture to submit, view the
gomont very prejudicial

o enterprise.
carnestly implore your
and prevent the establish-

Toxcolloncy holds on the subject of

Government competition with public trade.

And your petitioner

(Signed)

as in duty hound

shall ever pray-

W. DAWSON,
W. BROOKI,
. J. STANLY,
M. R. CURRIE,
WP TAW.

T, WATSON,
J. C. HARPER,
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(Signed)  DONALD MACDONALD,

" CUAS. ADY,
" J. McCALL,
. E. DOWLING,
" P. ROBERTSON,
” A. FRESSANGES,
” F. TYSTER,
» J. H. MILLER,
" R. GREY,
" J. GATIAN, ron J. D. BOOTIH,
” L. C. AVOUNG,
» . LASSAN ror AYEW,
" r. rro. TODD FINDLAY & €O, J. S.
» WATSON,
N FRANCIS BUROH & CO.,
" r. rRo. WILLIAM WALLACE, A.
N FRESSANGES,
" GRASEMANN & CO.,
" GARDNER, BROOKE & CO.,
" M. R. CURRIE & CO.,
" MILLER axp BUCITANON,
" MELOSCH HALLMANN & CO.,
" DREW & CO.,
” ABRATIAM COHEN,
" J. SIMPSON, -
" MY IO,
" MONG OWN DOOR,
N NONG KINE,
“w KOWN DOOR,
» MOUNG SHOAY BENO.

Moulmein, 21st May 1863,

(Copy.)
Military Department, the 16th July 1863,
Batract from the proceedings of the Govermment of Incin in the
Financial Departmont,—(Yo. 3003, dated Gth July 1863.)
Read cxtract from tho proceedings of Government in the
Military Departmont, No, 402, datod 13th May 1863, forwarding
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rrespond ling tho proccedings of Major Benson, timber
purchasing agont, British Burah, and his proposals for oflice and
working establishments, and for the purchase of a house with a
good river frontage at Moulmein for the agency.

Resolution.—The Howble the President in Council observes that
cireumstances have altored materially from those which induced
Government in 1861, to approve of the schemo for a timber pur-
chasing agency at Rangoon, and the appointment of a purchasing
agent at Moulmein, Owing $o tho rccent changos in the Indian
marine, a special agency for tho provision of timber is not ro-
quired, and the Hon'blo the President in Couneil directs that tho
appointment of the purchasing agent bo abolished afier threo
months from date of receipt of this order by Major Benson, who
should close the accounts of the ageney within that period

2. His onor in Council further directs that the gun-carriago
(in’ connection with which the seheme of a pur-

ageney ab Mad

chasing agency really originated) bo instructed to continuc to get
their timber from Malabar or Burmah as herstofore, The hest
timbor can ho had at Madras without the risk of loss from re-
jection or otherwiso.

3. Other departments will make the best arcangoments they
can for supplying their own requirements of Burman Hmber 5 care
being taken to prevent compatition among tho departments in cach
presidency town, by arranging that one depatment invite tenders
on belialf of all from the leading firms in Rangoon and Moulmein,
for timber to be delivered at the presidency direet to the officers
of the several departments concorned.

4. Officers conbracting for Burman timbor should contract for
half wronghts in proference to wholo Jogs whensver this may be
practicable ; and when entire logs are required, due regard should
e paid to their dimensions, so as to reduce the charges of freight,
and to consult as closoly as possible the convenicnce of shipment.

A copy to the Military Department for information and for
communication to the Governments of Madras and Tombay.

A copy to the Military Finance Department

(A true extract.)
(Signed) . 1L LUSHINGTON,
Seey. to the Gort. of Tndia,
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No, 45,

Copy of the above forwarded to the Officiating Scerctary o the
Government of India, Public Works Department, with reference
to the dockot from Lis Oftice, No. 3076, dated Tth July 1863,

By ovder,
(Sigued)  B. I BACON, Major,
Offy. Deputy Seey. to the Govt. of India.

No. 452.—To the Sccrctary to Government, Tort Saiut CGeorge,
Military Department.

No. 458.—To the Seerctary to Government, Bombay, Military
Department.

To the Ofliciating Inspector General of Ordnanco

guzines
_456.—To the Secrctary to the Govermment of India, Mili-
{ary Department, with the Governor-General.

(No. 3319)
Copy forwarded for information to the Forcign Dopartment with
refexence to Mr. Wheela's docket, No. 973, dated 2nd July 1863,
(Signed) . ¢. 8. WILLIAMS, Copt. R. I,
Under-Socy. to the Govt. of Tudia,
Pesuic Wonrks Drparnyt,
The 240 July 1863. }
(No. 1127)
Copy forwarded bo the Bengal Chmber of Commerce and Land-
holders’ and Commercial Assoviation at Caleutta, with reforonce
to their Seerctary’s lotter, dated 26th June Jast.

By ordey,
(Signed)  J. T, WHEELER,

T — ) Asstt, Seey. to the Govl, of Tulia.

CGrsnnan,
The 5th Augnst 1865, S

APPENDIX P

SIR A. COTTON’S ADDRESS ON.IRRIGATION.

Memo. on {he projeets of invigation lately proposd in Bengel
and the Novth-1West.

Phere are tnce sueh projec

Tut, that of Orissa.—This is intendod for the distribution and
yegulation of the water of the Mahantddec, Brahminy, and Bytur-
iy, The main works will bo weits across those rivers at the heads
of iheir Delins, with a complote system of irrigation clnmels,
drainage works, and river embankments, The bigh level chnunels
Wil skirt tho hills from bhe Chilla, by Cuttack, Balasore, and
Midnapoor to Calentta, and all the country bebweon this and tho
tented. Al the main canals to be rendered naviga-
ate about two million

sencan be 1
Ble. It is proposed at present to rrig
and by means of the navigation to place the whole surplus produce
of this tract within reach at a practicable cost in carriage of the
market of Caleutta. The wholo produce of the valley of the Maba-
nudee, which is alvoady navigated, will also thus be brought on to
Culentta, The contract between the Govermment and ihe Hasi
India Treigation Company for this underbiking has been signed, and
the surveys and levels havo been earried ont to a considerablo extent

The Company’s officers are now prepared to commenee the works,
and it is hoped that everything will bo veady for o vigorous prose-
eution of the undertaking aftor the monsoon.  Licutenant Colonel
Rundall, who has had great oxperience in the Madias ir
works, Tas heon allowed by Government to undortake this charge
ander the Company, and the works have been plamied by him.

ond. The Behar project.—This was first examined and esti-
mabed by Colonel Dickens wnder the orders of Government.  Upon
the works heing proposed for the Trvigation Company’s considera-
they appointed Sir A. Cotton to meet Colonel Rundall, s

tion,
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with him to examine this tract of country, to give their joi
opinious on such a projeet. We have accordingly personally

the main features of the country on the south side of the Ganges,
taking some additional levels, &c., and 1
confidenco in the undertaking, hoth as off

> reported our entivo
ing ample prospects of
and also of conferring vast benefits on
the community. Tt will he ramembered {hat Thad the honor of
addr

the subject of keeping the commun

yeburns o the Company

sing the mereantile commuui

 of Calentia five yoars ago on

ion between the main Ganges
ar, so that the
night at all times be brought divect to this port and city without

st river traflic

and Caleutta open throughout the y

encountering the incon

enicnees of the Nuiddea rivers during the

it route of the Soond:

monsoon, and the uns in the dry

season. L sketched ont a project for this purpos
great extent of irrigation and drainage in Nuddea, &c., at that
timo.  Bat nothing was done ahout it, though the Chamber of

including also a

Commerce supported the consideration of the subject. The pro-
ject included also the extremely important worl i

—the suppl

Calentta with abundance of Ganges water, a point which has

of late engaged so much abtention. I helieve one prin

pal reason
why nothing was done about it was that it was considered that tho
Government, according to the notions that have hitherto prevailed,

and which have heen veceived by tradition from the India House,
thought that they could mot pi
diffientty is now mat by the proposal that a
a
Dudra works in Maduas, w
and now also in that of Or
to this project by the local Government engineers, who ha

vide the n

cossary funds. This

ompany should wnder-

tho works, as they ] oo inthe ease of the Toom-

considerably advanced,
ere also objections raised

ving had

no experiznes in such works as have bean exceuted with such extra-

ordinary snceess in Tanjore, Rajahmundry, &c., in Madras, could
not realize the practicability of similar works here, We hiave satisfied
ourselves of the perfect practicability of extending the Behar works
quite to Calentta, 50 as to include all the objeots before sought
lly the bringing to

n abundant supply of the best water. The main work

o e gained by the Rajmahal canal, espec

Caleut!

in this system would be a weir across the Soane, near the point
where the Grand Trunk Road crosses it, 8o as to give us the

command of the entire body of waler that pasies down {hat
viver in the dry season, and as much of it in the monsoon as
we chonse to appropriate.  From this dam, wain iigalion canals
wonld he led westward to Allahabad and eastward to the Sonthall
hills, and continued on fo Caleutla, with branches to i
gate each wain division of the iract Detween the different vivers.
T4 s found hy the levels that the whole of the vast tract between
gated and drained,

the Jill counlry and the Ganges can thus be
Wwithout a single very serious engincering difficulty 5 and of courso
the dislricts castward of the Sonthall hills and Nuddea can be
inigated ab the samo timo. We had abundant evidence of the
Smmense value of firigation in this fertile tract, and we find in
cased from

gonoral that the produce Tere as in Madiag will be ir
two to three-Told by rirce irrigation.  With respect Lo the navig;
tion, T find that the tonnage enfering the Caleutta canals, by the
Tast retwm was hoee million fons,  Of course 13ths of this can
never be caried by land ; i6 can neither afford the cost of Jand
curiago, with that of transfer, nor can means be provided for so

vast a quantily by land ; it must therefore continue to he eonveyed
Dy water or ot at all, and the quostion is between the detentions,
cxpenscs, and visks of river trausit, and the rapidity, cheapness,

and safety of canal carriage. The greater rapidity on canals is

owing to moderate ewrrent, and their being available for transit in all
weathors, and by night as well as by day. It must also be remem-
hered that this water traflic is oven now rapidly increasing, and if
i undertaken, the quantity of
y doubled and

tion and drain-

the extensive irrigation of the contr
bulky produce to be brought to Caleutta will e quic
trhled. This project would thus provide for the irri

age of two or three million acres.  The frrigation may be extended

Sfar heyond this by storing water in the table-lands of the basins

of the Soance and other vivers.  One most favourable site for a tank

e, ab a very moderate
er might

Tias heon exainined on the Kurramnassa, wh
er of the whole upper basin of that x

expenso, all the wa
De stored, thus also putting a stop to the floods of that river.

“Phe third project is for the irrigation of Oude, and would extend
into the western provinees of Bengal.  The supply of water would
rjoo and the Gogra, and one main

Tiove he obtained from the
Sertre of the scheme s, the vory Jarge supply of water in those
M
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sivors in the dry season, threo tmes that of the Gunges et the head
of the grand canal.  Another featuro is tho extraordinary fuci

for distributing it, owing to the nature of the levels of the country,
tract

and of the channels of the rivers, so that the irrigation of 11
is incomparably moro simple than that of tho Madvas districts
From tle weir on the Gogra wo would proposo to lead one main
channel to thoe easbward, £o as to irrigato the districts of Baraiteh
and Tivhoot, terminating at the Ganges opposite to Monghyr.
Thero is n water supply hero for about 8 million acres, without
storing ii tanks. -

In tho course of these oxaminations I found it necessary to visit
the Doab also, fu order to collect tho information which the grand
canal might afford. I find that the uso of that most important and
noble work wight bu vastly extended. At present I belicvo arrange-
ments ave making for the irrigation of about a million acres out of
some 12 millions that the Doab contaius ; bub there is nothing to
prevent the frrigation boing extended to 4 or & miltion acres.  Thus
the whole valley of tho Ganges from Hudwar to Calentta has the
most wonderful natural facilities for irrigation and navigation,
without the difficulties that had to be overcome in the Madras
works. At loast 20 million acres can easily be inigated, and it is
a low cstimate that produce to the value of Rs. 20 an acro is added
Dy ftrigation to tho present average, while subject to all the contin-
goncios of drought and floods ; so that that oxtent of fivigation
would add 40 wmillions sterliug to the valuo of produce. DBut of
course to give the full valuo to this produce it must by brought by
water to Caleutta.  The groat mass of the produce of the country
cannot boar 500 or 1,000 miles of land emrringo.  Tvon the present
carringe by thoe river, including intorest and risk, is too expensivo
for the principal patt of it ; to bring it within reach of Caleutta, tho

cosi of carriago must he reduded to a rupee per ton per 100 miles,
including interest and visk, and nothing can do this but first class
navigation. Whon this is oflected, and the cnormous surpluy
produce of the vast fertila plains up to the foot of the Himalayas
is thus brought within practicabls reael of the port of Calentta,
it i impossiblo to estimate to what amount its trale will extend.
1t wnst be remembered that the great inerease of wealth which the
irvigadion will throw iuto tho hands of tho mitive popultion
will of cowse cause as greab an extonsion of the import trade

also.

——

xci

When formaly I ln.nl the honor to bring this subject bofore the
community of Calentta, T supported it by showing the results of
stom of irrigation and navigation in Madras; since thew
w55 of the irrigated distriets has advencod in an astonisbing
“Tanjore, which when we first obtained it, ylslded 30 lakhs of
revemue, now yiolds ahout 65 ; and Rejahmundry, or as it fs now
called God . s risen from an averago of 104 lakhs to 38} by
he Inst retuin T havo, besides which Of lakbs of watorato on
Jands which had not till then heen charged, was ordored to ba im-
posed thiis year, which would bring the reventio up to 45 Jakhs ; and
the minor distributing channols have yot to bo cut for an additional
500,000 acres, upon which the revenme survoy officors state that
{horo will bo a water-rate of 18 lakhs, when the revenue would bo
Drought up to 63 Jakhs, or more than three times what it was.  Dut
tho present stato of the district is thus roported in the admbntetra-
tion oport of the Madras Govornment fox 1660-61, puia

o incroased prospority of tho distriot in most vividly huu]\c(l in
» qud again in para. 220 :—* The present state of tho
o beforo the fmprovements may be

such a s

the pro;

mannor.

overy way,
Qistrict compared with it
Tniefly summed up as follows ; tho rovenuo has boen doubled ; tho
goods traflic inerea ad thirty-fold, the passonger traflic seven-fold,
and tho exports twelvo-fold.”  Again—**The impoxtation of bullion
in 1860-61 was £191,000.”
Tho following aro the statistics :—
Avorage revonue of 10 yenrs bofore the works
up to 1846

10§ lakhs.

Avorago from 1847 to 1850 %,
s 1801 to 1854 %,
s s 1855101858 %8y,
, s 1858 to 1869 . .o,
by 1809101860 .. .. .. 33,

1560 to 1861 . 38 S,
And tho following will show its progross i comparison of the

other districts of the Madias Prosidency i—

e years from 1841 fo 1845

Average Revenue of

1. Tanjoro e e e 473 lakh
2. Canma B, 2.
3. Malaba e . sy,
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Bellary 32 lukhs. Tt will thus be scon that Rajalmundry has passed over elevon
Tinnevelly 2, districts and s now seeond only to Tanjore, the other rted
Coimbatore 265 ., Qistrict.  This amazing progress is solly owing to the regulalion
South Arcot ... .. .. .. 26, of ils water, There will e obsorved also the prodigions difference
Cuddapah ... .. .. .. 23, Detween Tanjore and all the other disticts of Tndia. The average
Nellore e e 2, ] yevenne of districts throughout Tndia is under 20 lakhs, while that
North Arcot v w240, i of Tanjore, of very moderate aren, is 65.  And while it pays this
Madura e e e 24, vast yevenne, its private wealth is far heyond that of any olher
Salem e e e 208, district.  And the following is the statemont of tho oxports of
RATAIUNDRY ... . 20, Rajahmundry by sea :—

C Clingleput o e .. . 16F Lakhs.
Trichivopoly w. .. .. .. 16}, Average of ton years bofore the works from 1836 to 1845 ... 53
Vizagapatam ... .. .. .. 16, Avernge from 1846 Lo 1849 ... .. 11}
Masulipatam .. .. .. .. 13 E » s 1850 to 1853 16}

. Guntoor B £ B 5 s 1851 to 180T .. .. . 20}
Ganjam e e 12E b 188 e w40
Kurnool . 81, 5y 1859 . . 32

While the last returns for oo 1860 v DOJ
1. Tanjore . wo e e GBY Ik, 1t Jias not however kept up to 50 lalhy 5 I holieve Jast year it
2. RAJAIMUNDRY... . 38, was not mmeh above 30, This was owing in o great measure to a
3. Timevelly .. .. .. .. 33F Tieavy flood, which did considerable damage Lo one sido of the dis-
4. South Arcot ... ., .. .. 32} trict, notwithstanding the works. N
5. Canara e e 31, And the following is a slatoment of the traflic on the principal
6. Malabar 26}, canal :—

7. Nellore o 27F No. of boats in 1851 . 750
8. Madura . 26}, » 1852 . . 2,300
9. Coimbatore .. .. .. .. 26} » 1653 7,400
0. Bellary e e e 24, » 1654 8,300
11 North Arcot .. w22, » 1855 e 9,400
12. Salem e e 22, " 1856 e 13,400
13. Guntoor w2, . 1867 9,600
14. Ganjam o214, " 1868 13,000
15. Cuddapah e 20 1 ' 1859 15,000
16. Masulipatam .o 168, » 1860 e 15,000
7. Vizagapatam e 16F 7, and the Jatter boats were of more than double the tonnage of the
18. Kurnool e e 16, first oncs.  And with respect to tho roturns for outlay, tho total
19. Trichinopoly .. .. .. .. 16 exponditure s still, T heliove, wndor 50 lakhs, while the increase of
2. Chinglepnt oo 16, . rovenuo is about 25 lakhs, or 50 per cont. OF cowse a gront por-
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tion uf these profits are not such as would be obtained by a private e @ e
-company, as they would meroly recoive tho actual water-rate, @ =1 =
while tho reventie of tho Government is increased by oxtendod - o o [r.‘ i
cnltivation, cxport duty, &e. Still there is abundant room for 3 = & o I 2 | .
ample profits to a company executing such works, = Teo o o |
Tt will thus be evident that in dealing with this matter wo havo = IoQ o e ‘ I
abundant data for oui conclusions, Tt is now 35 years sinco I wag E B oo - - ‘
appointed by the Madras Governmont to tho charge of tho Tanjoro ; - ’ k) 2
disrict to project works for its protootion from dangers which g R B
threatened it with ruin, and since then I have been constantly om- =, PoezzEn
played in projecting and oxecuting such works on & lugo seale, and 8 o g 4
ho fact is undeniablo that by God’s blessing the prodigious resulis é i) & a3z j
from regulativg tho water in several Madras districts have beon 5 oiges iggg 3 2> .
such as o leavo 1o room for question about the matter. In urging S 13%E% IR B B - % N
sncl works in ihe valley of the Ganges, thorefore, I may fairly “ 1% 5 LEELR S 2 2 S
insist that itis not prosumptuous in me, after such long and exten- | = 825 EEYE- Iz ]
sive experionce, to givo a decided opinion on tho subject. That S8 |28 388y S 2 Z
opinion is, that the valloy of the Ganges is far moro favourablo for SRR CE ]
the regulation of its waters than tho Madras irrignied distriets, and S5 E ; s i
{hat results at Ieast oqual to those already obtained, can cortainly o ~fle e o= ) &
e produced by tho same moans hove, = | §S]e o ¢ ’ E & B ]!
) T may also mention here, with roferanco to tho terriblo acoonnts el Bwilg s - -
’ just published of tho prodigious waste of life by fover ab this ~ TF & £l . 2 g E3
Tmoment in the immediate neighbowrhood of Caleutta, that tho only = 3 R - | & [
effectual remedy for itis this regulation of tho water, the thorongh B F o e [i
irrigation and drainage of tho districts. If every villige had a . = El H .
constant stream of pure viver wator running through it tho wholo § E g g
yoar, and intermediato deins carried off all superabundant and z ; ot =
otherwise stagnant water, we have overy reason to hope that severo &) B woo 2
fovers would disappear. The vast population of Tanjoro, about = : 2o 3
700 to tho square wilo, shows how oxtremely hoalthy o district so > : a g s
treated hecomes. < . s g a
z H g ERS i
A, COTTON, Mejor Genl., 8 | g 1A 2 £
s 2 . 3 £ B g
@ LE s 2 a2 2 2}
Royal Madras Enginecrs. g5 B 2 % 5 °
g = o T
=) o =
April 30, 1863, s = o= B
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SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Reviscd und adupted by « Specied Gencral Mectiag of the Bengal Chan-
ber of Commeree held on the 18U June 1861,—with effect from st
Jannary 1862,

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Dullion,
Gold Dust,or Coin

2. Ou the pmichase (when in f\m:]s) or salo of

Tudigo, Ruw Silk, Silk Picoe Goods, Opinm,

1 per eont.

Pearls, Precious Stones, or Jewellery w2l
8. On purchasing ditto when funds ave provided by

the Agent 5,
4. On the sale or purchase of all other gnmls—ﬂnc

commission in all eascs to be charged upon the

gross amount of sales, and in 1

ehases upon both cos s,
5. On xotnens for Consigmments it made in produce 2},
6. Onrctumsof Cor

or Treasu T,
7.7 On ey Bl]lswfv'mm Comsi 65 . o,
5. On the sale or purchase of Ships, Tactories, s,

Houscs, Lands, and all property of a like des.

cription.......... 2,

9. On goods and treasuie consigned, and all ofher
prop

ity of any description veferred fo Agenoy
for sale, whother ;
shall at,
goods consigned for conditional delivery to
otho

Iranced wpon or oth

se,

whicl

ards be withdyawn 3 and on

and so delivered, on invoice amount ag
2. per rupce..

. half com,
10, On making advaecs on procuring loans of moncy

for commorcial puiposes, when the aggregato

commission docs not ex

coed 5 per cont.

12.

On orderi
superingending the fatflment of coniracts,

5 o

on the shipment of goods, whero no obher

Commission is derived .

On guaranteeing Bills, Sonds, or athor ong

ments, and on beconing security for adminis-
tration of Tistates, or to Clovornment for the

dishursoment of public money .

Ou del-credere ov guarantecing the due v
of sales ...
On the manngoment of Lstatos fox
Admin

 tomnago for con-
to outports for

On chartering
stituents for v
loading

On adyertis
manders of ships for cabin passengors, on the

amount of passage money, wheiher $he samo

shall pass through tho
On procuring freight for a ship by a shipping or-
der or charter, or on procuring cmployment for
a sliip on monthly hiro, or acting as Agonts for
Owners, Captain, or Charferors of a vessel upon
I, brokerage inolusive

the gross amount of £
On engaging Asiatic Iniigrants for a ship to tho
Manritivs, the West Indios, or elsewhore,
upon the gross amount of canings........
On ongaging troops for a ship to Great Brita
dlscwliore, on the gross amonnt of passage

in or

moncy for rank and file.
On realising inward freight, invard troop, Tini-

35060 MONCY .«

grant, or Cabin
On Tanding and re-shipping goods Pp—
in distross, ot on Janding and selling by auction
dumaged goods from any such vessel, and acting

sel

goods, or

2}

1o

el

S

per cent,
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xeviii .
Xeix
a8 Agent for the Master on hehalf of all con-
cerned on the declared valye of all such goods Poxsacn Sonppuit for the Porl of Caleutta adopted ab tho
a5 ma shipped, and on the net proceeds CGeneral Mecting of the Bonfzal Chamher of Commeres held on
of all such goods as may be publicly sold ...... 5 per cent. . {he 258 May 1650, The Schedulo came into operation from 1st
If Opium, Tndigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Piceo Goods 25, Jauuary 1860.
If Troasure, precious Stones or Jewellorycee 1y, - -
22, On cffecting Insuxances, whethor on lives or JR— Outper Gubie
property D, on Nett. | 2T,
23, ~On seliling Tnsurance dlainis, Josscs and averages —_—— —
of all classes, aud on procuring reburns of Aloes, in Bags and Boxes ...
. Alum, in Ditto
premium . e 2h
24, On drawing, purchasing, selling, or negoliating Arrowroot,
Bills of Tschang ] ) ‘ts..m\;‘n nlnluw» and Box
95, On debts or other claims whon a process at law IR B
or arbitration is incwrred in claiming them ... 2}
Or if recovered by such means B : Bt
26, On Bills of Exchange returned dishonored..... 1 Books
27 On collecting House Rent . 2, . Tovas or Tineal
98. On Ships’ Disbursements . SO Primeloneo
2. On realising Bottomry Bonds, or ¢ nogotiating any Cakedae, in Tags....
TLoan on respondentia . S A “-lw‘]
30. On granting Lot : | adanoms, in Job
31. On sale or purel of Government Securities c.mm in Boxes
and Bank or other Joint Stock Shares, and on in Lags
- (]lnm ]mot mn l( S
every exchange or trancfer mot by purchase . Boxes
from one class to another ... T Chiretia
32, On delivering up Government Scemities and
Tank or other Joint Stock Shates, on the
market value ... v} »
33. On all amounts debited and oredited within the
year (less the balance brought forward) upon
which no Commission amounting to 5 per cent. Coral, Rough .
Jas been chareed.. ) . ] :‘Zt“t;?‘. in Bales, 5 to tho ton, n’)L‘l.o exe
%25~ Brokerage when paid is to be separately charged. Cuteh, i-: ¢ 13
H. W. . WOOD, Dates, Web 16
3 . 20
Scerctary. })]l:r;}l‘mn.l, Teoth, i 1 ..n& 20
Carlie and Onions, R i
- .




ARTICLES.

i | Cubic )

Cwt. per
Ton Nett, | Foct
| per Ton.

Ginger

Hep,+in
excoed
Thides, Bufialo, or Cow, Cuared
Hoofs, Horn Shavings and fr,ps,
Horns, Cow, Lufialo ox

Mother o’Pearl, i Bags..
Chests
Munjoet,”

16|
20

20 cwt,
20
20

20
16

Mustard or Rape So

Nutmegs, in Cases or (a

Nux Vomica..
N

|
heads.
hest,

Raw Silk, in Bales
Rattans for Dunmag
Rod Wood Ditto .
Rhea, in Bales, pe
Rioe
Ropin

" ines a
TRum, in Casks......

16 e
2 puncheonis or 4 hlids

2 punchicons ot  Ilids.
20 . .

-

e

Cubic
Feoh
por Ton.

b per

ARTICLES. Hon Nett.

n..mu\u 1, in Lls. p. Ton of 5 Bls. not
(o, i1 Uases .
-amoniag, in

20
20

»
Saltputre

s Dags
Silk Picee Goods
Sking
Soap, g.»mm), i Caso
» Pags
Bar ..

Slivk T, in Cases
Ba

Suuar ..

43 and where freight is made pay-

pement be taken en the Custom

when paying freight by we
alle on mcaswrement, the meas
Yionze whanf, or other shipping wharf within the limits of the
Tort of Calentta,

oW, LWOOD,

Seerniuery,
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MEMBERS OF THE BHAMBER OF COMMME

=

ERGE.

| Kelly and Clo,
Ker, Dods and Co
Avgent, Scchiari and Co, | Lyall, Renmiz and Co,
AtRinson, Tilton and Co, Lewis, Bailoy and Co.
cqs, Dunlop and Co, Mackillop, Stewars
Baifour and (o, Mackinnon,
Borradaile, Join aud Co. | Mackenzic,
Braddou, 1. Mackey and Co
Camin, M. and Lamourons, Maclver, M., Mavage
Caulislus, Nephews and Co, Bank of Western India,
Cumphell, Robert, Agent, Char- | MaoLachlan, J. .

tered Niescantild Banls of Tudia. | Mair and Co
Colvin, Cowic and Co, | Moran, W and Co,
Crooke, Rome and Co. Mogley and Hh
DeSouza, Thos. and Co, Mohendronanih Bose.
Dickiuson Brothers and Co. Ogle, John and Co,
Duly Thos., Agent, Borneo Com- | Peares, Macrac and Co,

pny. Pecl, Bellairs and Co.

raclimiidt, Groh and Co. Penmington and Co.

nsthauson and Ousterley, Polumoller, G.and Co.’s Successors,

Central

anager, Comploir
Caris,

Diitssonigto a.
Plauz, D e Co.

i, 1,
tor, Cha Pelrocochine, B. . and Co.
Gillanders, Arbuiimotend Co, | Purricr and Co,

tishorne and Co, Pickford, Mathewson and Co.

Gladstone, Wyllie and Co, Tl Brothers,

Giral and Bunsiger, Ralli and Mavrojani.

Gordon, St nul Co. Ram Gopaul Ghose aud Co
il Ralert and Charriol

Gran, Smith and Co. Schilizzi and (‘o.

Henderson and Co, Selmeider, J. P,

Henderson, George and Co. Sichoene, Kilburn and Co,

Heron and Co, Sliand, Tairlic and Co.

Howre, Miller and Co, Mittor,

Hewelt, A I, Agent, Chartored - Coand Co,

Bk of Tndia, Thoas, R. and Co,
Jardino, Blimier and Co Wattenbach, Heilgers and Co,
Dearinan il Co.

Whitney Brothe:
Viscman, Sncad

@--us”gﬁ*r{fﬁ‘s ERe.

Beclicr, Wan—CGodatly, Asson. | Hay, 5. 0. ad Go— ALy
Davorell, Ho— A cleryinge. ‘Hr-\uml Lrothers,—3irapore.
Cope, 1 and Go-=Unpitsns. P Sadlgemand il
l‘mrllu & ComiMuilmein,

fade, dolim—Puudod,
.umllun Liown & Co—Dlirui- |
pore '

HBLES ANDB REGGLATIGHE

By
BEN

First.oenenns

Second

AL

Fovrth......

or L

GAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

That the Socicty sholl Te styled « Tur BENGAL

CraMper or COMMERCE.
That the object of the Chamber shall be to
wakch over and protect the general interesés
of Commeree 3 to collech information on all
matbers ol interest to the Mereantile Com-
munity ; to use every means within its power
for the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the common good ;
to communicabe with authoritics and indivi

dual parties thereupon ; to form a code of
practice wherehy the transaction of husiness

se simplified and facilitated ; to reccive

references and to arbibrate hebween disputants,
the decisions in such veferences l)cing recorded
for fubwre guidance.

That it being highly desirable not to recognize

clusion, all persons en:
ed or intorested in the Commerce or Shipping
of Bengal, shall upon payment of the Sul:
nature of the Rules and

ible as Members in the

any principle of

seription and on s
Regulations, be admi
manner hereinafter deseribed.

That Candidates for admission, proposed and
sceonded Ly Members, may be admitted provi-
sionally as Members by the Committee, suli-
ject to. confirmation al the next Ceneral

ebing




Seveintl...

LZighih ...

Niath ...

civ

or by Members whose
Subserijptions are in avrears, be not allowed.
That the Chamber resorves to itsell the right of
expelling any of its Mcmbers; sueh expul-
sion to be decided by the votes of three-
fourths of the Mcmbers of the Chamber.
That any number of Members present shall he
held to constitute a General Mecting, ealled
in conformity with the Rules of the Chanlior,
for the despatch of ordinary business; but
that no change in the Rules of the Society
can ke considered exeept ab a General Meet-
ing at which the majority of the Members of
the Chamber shall be present.
That the Subscription for individual Members
of the Chambér be 10 Rupees per mensem,
while those alone earrying on business under
any style or fim do pay 16 Rupees per
ensen.
That the Subscription for Mofussil Membors
two Gold Mohurs or 32 Rupees pes annum
That the business and funds of the Chanber
shall be menaged by a Committee of <cven
ing of a President and Vice-
Pres r]cnt and five Elembers, to he clected
annually at a General Mecting of the Clam-
ber in the month of Ma the President, or,
in his ahsence, thie Vie dent, being
officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Viee-President,
the Committee to clect its own Chairman
Four to form a quorum 5 the Chaivinan, in

That voting by pro

by, having the easting vole.

enses of equalit

eV

Z'enth ...... That the Committee shall wacet on such day
of every week as it may fix as most con-
venient, for the purpose of transacting such
business as may come within the limits of the
objects of the Chamber, and that its proceed-

be laid on the table open to the inspection

t 1o such Keg

of Alembers, sul lations as
the Committee
All annual clections of President,
dent, and Members ol the Jmmnib{»
debermined by ax £ Members,
such votes heing gi
issued mambered and signed by the Sceretary ;

iy deem expedient

Eleventh,

ven in voting cards to be

and no vobing card shall be reeeived for such
o authenticabed : and all va-
cancies ereated by the absence of the Presi-
dent, - Viee-President, or any of the Members
{rom the Presidency for two months, or by
departuve for Turope, or by death, shall be
forthwith filled up, and the clection determin-
ed by votes of Menbers to he taken as above
in veting eards and declared by the Com-
mittee.
oo That the e
mittee 3 such election to be suhiject to confir-
mation ab the next ensning Ceneral Meeting.
Thivtecnth. Thab the General Meetings of the Chamber he
Tield fro time bo time as the Commibleo for
That a

1 e called by

purpose un

retary be eleeted Dy the Com-

¢ deem neeey

the time heing may
Mecting

Special - Gengera
the President, or, in his ahs

1

cence, by the Vice-
President, or by his order on the requisition
of any five firms, Members of the Chamber,




Fowrteenth.

Fiftecnih...

Siwteenth...
Sevenleenth.
Eighleenth.

Nineleenth.

TRANTED BY SARDURS, ¢

evi

10 be held within five days subsequent to the
receipt of such requisi

That all Proceedings of l,he Committee e sub-

jeeb to approval or otberwise of Clenernl Meet-
ings duly convened.
ting the Presidency may be

That strangers vi
introduced as Honorary Blembers for two

of the Chamber in-

months by any Mem
serting theic names in o book to De kept for

that purpase.

That the Committce be empowered to make
Bye-laws which shall not be of any force
wntil approved of by a General Mecting.
That an Annual Report of the Proceedi
prepared : and, after being approved of at a
General Meeling, printed and civeulated.

That the above Rules be added to or altered
only by a majority of Members of the Gham-
Der.

That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an

ribed by each Mem-

s e

authenticated copy, su
ber on admission, be kept as part of the re-
cords of the Chamber. That printed copics be
forwarded to Members of the Chamber, 1o the
Sceretary to Government, and to such other

parties or authoritics as ib may be desirable
to muke acquainted with the objects and

Rules of the Association.

, TLL BAEAT

L.
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