





THE COMMITTEE

| i\ REPORT
! ; V f;mrgy v

| _

|

I *| BENGAL CHANBER OF COMMERCE
] - From 1st Nov. 1862 to 30th April 186, |

Gulentin:

PRINTED BY SANDERS, CONES AND CO., NO. 23, LOLL BAZAK:

\ .
v 1863.




e

INDE X.

SunsEcTs. Report pago. [Appendix page.
Cor ial Tolegrams 7.
The A ded Stamp Act 8 i
Annual  Reports on  the ,Extenml} 10
Commerce of Bengal
C idated Customs Act 10
10 pm cent. Duty on Glasgow mmmf‘\ct\ncs 11
S\u'voy of Stu:lm Tugs.. 12
0
AR A | I
Postal commumc'l.tlon Detween Cﬂc\\th} 14 it
and Kooshtea veneet §
Tho After-Packet Systom.... xiv
Marine Court for trial of Pilots clv\rged -
with breach or neglect of duty... } xvin
I’rq'pos'od ‘nppoillt!.IREHL ,of a- Mmme} 19 xii
Morchant ShippingAct—Descrtion of Seamen 20 xxiv
The Electric Telegmplx “ . 20 XXV
Cotton Cultivation in the Punjab “on
Cotton Cultivatior in the Central Provinces. 22
Cotton Cultivation in Burmal ... 22
Early closing on Saturdays.... 3@ 28 Ix
Address  to _the Hon’blc Sir (‘]mrles} 2 Ixv
‘Trovelyan, K. C.
" Proposed scheme for tho I_?'cn'cﬁt of } 2 Txviii
Merchant Seamen of Great Britain
Wet Docks 26 Ixxi

S




INDEX. < : o : ) [
; . i
SUBJECTS, Report page. |Appendix page. .
o .
_— 3 = Proceedings of o General Meeling of ﬁ,c Bengal
“ Tast Indian Railway oeceeeeereeerse e 5 : Chamber of Commerce, held on Friday, the
G 3 JET.
Tastorn Bengal Railwiy 1t May 1863,
Caleutte and South Bastern Railwayeeeese 3 e -
D i B
4 Tancashiro Distross Reliof Fund..cuveesess o . WiLniam MAITLAND, Bsq., Vwﬂ-Presldcnt in thc
- 243 i
Bill - © Chair:
anbeed First Class Ins 2&3t | e

The proceedings of the meeting were commenced
M“,m,pal Corporation Bill and the Rwer} 3 &34 ! Dby the Chairman calling attention to the notice issned )
Bank .. § to members by the general advertissment under
which the meeting had been convened. The notice
having  Dbeen read, the Chairman said he would

Sales of Tmports for Cash on delivery ......... 3 &3¢ RIS i

Weight of Rice at Rico Ports for :»d]ust-} 3 & 3

ment of Freiglt, Commission, &6. .- o oxvil submit the Committee’s Report of Proccedings for
# Funds of tho Chamber. ) i the last half-year, which the Seeretary would read ;
Commercial Returns for 1862 at the same time explaining that in consequence of )
Statoment of Cash Bnl‘&lllces in Govem~} exxiy | ) the departure for Burope of Mr. Bullen and Mr. Sag-
sment Treasuries in India N . randi, and the desirableness of having -their  places
St%?ﬁ;n‘]“)ft?ﬁ mphﬁomh B } i . filled up without delay, the Committee had convened

Mombers of tho Chamber ..o the meeting much carlier than wsual, in order that
oxxvi | members might' have the ealiest opportwnity of
clecting tlie office-bearers for the current year.

W The Secretary then read the Report.

i On the proposition of Mr. W. C. Stewart, second«
[ ced by Mr. H. H. Murdoch, the .Committe
' ) was tnanimously adopted.
? The - conditional election .by the Comimittco
) Messrs. B. B. Petrocochino and Co. and of Messrs.
Lewis, Bailey and Co. was confirmed, on the proposition

Rules and Regulations of the Chamber ......
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of My. P.'T. Ralli, seconded by Mr. James Rome.

* Messrs. Graf and Banziger,—proposed by Mr. Schiller

and seconded by Mr: Pietsch,—and Baboo Mohendro-
nauth ‘Bosc,—proposed Dby Mr. W. C. Stewart and se-
conded by Mr. Schiller,—were also elected members.

The following resolutions were then submitted :—

1. Proposed by Mr. James Rose, seconded by Mr.
W. C. Stewart,

“That in the opinion of this meeting the proper
charge of Dill brokerage in Caleutta is one. quarter
of one per cent. ;-and farther this méeting is of opi-
nion that if the Tate be reduced from its present rate
of & per cent. to.f per cent. it would be fair and
equitable to bill brokers that, as a rule, all purchases
and sales of Dills should he made through brokers
and not direct, and that brokers should not be expect-
ed orcalled on to Teturn to their principals any parb
of such charge of § per cent.”

Carried with one dissentient voice.

2. Proposed by the Chairman on behalf of M,
William Grant, who was absent, and seconded by Mr.
Claud Brown.

“That this meeting is of opinion that in case of -

charter parties and other freight engagements, where
first class insurance is guaranteed, it is not necessary
that insurance should be provided in any particular
insurance office ; bub that it is sufficient if such
ingurance is provided in any first clags insurance office
or offices.

Cm‘m’cJ“unmzimously.

B}

3. Proposed by the Honorable D. Cowie, second-
cd by Mr. James Rose.

“That it is expedient that mercantile business in
Caleutta be closed on Saturdays ab 2 . ar.”

T'his resolution having been put to the wvote was
lost by 23 to 21. :

4. Proposed by M. J. Scott Tlliot, seconded
by Mr. Schiller.

“ That in shipments of rice at Akyah, Rangoon,
and Bassein, the actual clearance weight at the
Custom House, less 4 percent. for average loss in
weight -on the voyage, should hereafter be taken as
the Dbasis for the numerous transactions which re-
quire to he settled here, in all instances where no
specific agreement on the subject has been entered
into heforehand.”

Mz, W. C. Stewart having proposed, as an amend-
ment, that the words less 4 per cent. for average
loss in weight on the voyage be omitbed, and the
amendment being carried, the original proposition
was passed with that modification.

With reg:\u'd to the Municipal Corporation Bill
and the River Bank, and Sales of Tmports for cash
on delivery, which were two of -the subjects sub-
mitted by the Chairman for discussion, the meeting
was of opinion that these questions should be reserv-
cd for further consideration.

The Chairman having intimated to the meeting,
that unless. members themselves wished to bring
forward any matter for discussion the election of the




" Commibtee for the current year was alone wanting
to terminate the business of ‘the day, and as nothing
was submitted by members, the scrutineers, Messrs.
P. T.Ralli and R. L. Bglinton, were requested. to
declare the election, and they made the following
" retum:
41 votes for Mr. William Maitland, as Pr eszdent
34, Mr. Stewart Douglas, as Vice-President.
63 Mr. J. G. Whitney,
60 - Mr. P. T. Ralli,
43, Mr. J. Scott Elliot,
41 -, Mr. T. R. Grant,
' Mz, . Schiller, and
Mr. R. B, Mackay, J
As the last two gentlemen had obtained an equal
number of ‘votes it was proposed that in licu of
fresh voting cards a circular be issued to members
to determine who should serve on the Committee.*
Mr. Maitland thanked the meéeting for “the honor
conferred on him by heing elected as the President:
of the Chamber ; and although he felt himsclf at a
disadvantage by succeeding their late able President,
Mr. Bullen, for whom he entertained. the highest
regard, and whom he considered the ablest man in
Caleutta for that office, yet he would do his utmost
in the interests of the Chamber, and trusted his
exertions would not disappoint those who had placed
him in the position he had the honor of oceupying.

-As Members
of Committee.

ELE

* Mr, Schiller was qum,m/ clec

PRy
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Mr. Stewart Douglas also thanked the meeting
for his electlon as Viee-President ; and the other

- members having expressed their willinguess to serve

on the Committee, the Honorable Mr. Fitzwilliam
proposed, and the Honorable Mr. Cowie seconded,
avote of thanks to the late President, Vice-Presi-
dent, and members of the Committee for the service
rendered by them to the: Chamber during the last
year, which was unanimously carried: and- the
meeting terminated with thanks to the Chairman,

H. W..I. WOOD,
Secretary.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERGE.
Report of ©HE COMMITIEE FOR THE T ALF-YEAR
ENDED 30TH APRIL 1863.

‘COMMERCIAL TELEGRAMS.

Your Committee’s last Report fully detailed the
arrangements connected with the preparation, by
the Chamber’s London correspondent, of a com-
mereial message which should - introduce quotations
and veports relating to the articles of eastern produce of
special interest to the trade of thisport, and of that of

Bombay, Madras, Clolombo, Cochin and-other places.

Those . arrangements have been carefully carried
out, and although the Cochin Chamber has withdrawn

from the associated telegram, the Committee believe
the summary of mercantile intelligence thus com-

piled has given general satisfaction. The weekly

préeis is transmitted by telegraph to Suez (the exten-
sion to Jubal having been discontinued) up to the
latest safe date, and as a rule the intelligence thus re-
ceived anticipates mail advices by u pwards of a week.

The weekly telegrams to M. Reuter’s agents ab
Galle and Bombay, for publication in London, and
those to the Bombay and Madras Chambers, have

been punctually transmitted. ,

With reference to the valuable reports from China
which are received by each mail the Committee have
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to anmonnee that Mr. Qverbeck, who, for the lash
soven years, has - grabuibonsly given his mervices ay
the Cliamber’s correspondent at Honglkong, has pro-
coeded o Jurope, arrangemonts for a conbinuance
of the reports hiaving heen previonsly made. - o mark
their wanse of the voluntary serviee s0 Tong vendered
to this ranch of the trade of Caleubta, the Com-
miblee have vequested theiv Jale Dresident, Mr.
Bullen, now in England, to presents Mr. Overbeck
with o (estimonial of the value of one thongand
rpecs,

THE AMENDED STAIGP ACE.
APPENDIX A,

16 i provided by Section XI of Aet X of 1862
(the Amended Stamp Act) hab the holder of any
Ll of exchange drawn onb of the Dritish Peyri-
fories in Tndia shall, hefore in iy manner negobing-
ing i6, aflix thereto, whether the same be o single
bill ovone of @ seb of fwo or more a proper stam)
for denoting the duty eharged by the Act on the
amotnt of guch Hill when drawn singly,

A sl veading, this ecction scemed 4o require
thati in negotiabing such bills one copy of o sot
of bwo or more ghould bhear the full amonnt of
duty jush as 36 had Dbeen o il drwne singly -
bt acurcful consideration of  the Janguage vo('
the  section shews that i6 is capable (;l‘l:m’rj)l,]mr

constriction  and one more in comsonance with

il

the ordinary incidence of the Stamp Taw on hills
of exehange payable abroad. 'Fhab consbruetion in
that the word denoting in this section s eed
i Bhe sense of dndicating, and that the stamp re-
quired to le affixed on the transfor of any copy of
aseb of two or more Lills is nob the full amount
which wonld have hoen aflixed had the Dhill been
drawn singly, ut only Ghe, amonnt which dndicates
the duty which would have Deen payable had the
Hill heen so drawn.

To elear up Uhe ambignity involved in the word-
ing of this section of the Stamp Ach the Board of

Revenne were reqnested to give (he Chamber an
anthoritabive  interpretation of ity meaning, Dub
while they agreed in the interpretation pub by the
Clommithes on Ghe pagsage in question they declined

to give any anthoritalive interpretation of the Taw,

nob being Jeaally empowered to do go. The matter
was therefore submitled o the  Government ol
India ; hub passed on to the Government of Bengal,
fo whom the veforence in the first instance should
have been made, and the guestion is now before the
Lieulenant-Clovernor for disposal,

‘While on this subject, it may be added that the
application of the Act to bills locally drawn wnder
anarginal, lethers of eredit was hrought, o the notice
of the Commitbee, who were of opinion that the
Act never conbemplated the imposition of a double

1
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" duty on the same instrument, thab is, both on the
credit itself and the bill drawn under it, and purpos-
ed remonstrating against such an interpretation of
the law : but they suspended action in the matter as
a reference had heen privately made to Government :
the result of which, it is satisfactory to state, confirms
thie view the Commibtee took of the misconstruction
of the Act by the Board of Revenue in reference to
these marginal credits.  Orders have heen given by
Government to refund any amount paid as stamp
duty on such marginal credits.

ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE EXTERNAL COM-
MERCE OF BENGAL.

The Government of Bengal having applied for an
expression of opinion as to the necessity for continu-
ing to publish Annual Reports on the external

- commerce of Bengal, as prepared by the Board of
Revenue, in the event .of corrcet annual trade re-
turns being given in the form suggested by the
Customs Committee and approved by the Govern-
ment of India, the Committee replied that the ‘ne-
cessity under such circumstances would no longer
exist, and that the publication might be discontinued
without inconvenience. o

/" CONSOLIDATED CUSTOMS ACT.

The Act to consolidate and amend the Jaws
relating o the administration of the Department of
Sca Cusboms in India, to which allusion was made in

1 ‘

“he Commitbee’s last report, received the assent -of

the Governor-General - in  Council on the 29th
January last. ) .
The provisions of this important enactment are,
generally, such as will, it is believed, materially im-
prove the administration of this department of the
public service. Affecting the interests both of the
State and of the entire commercial and trading com-
munity, and the convenience and comfort of the

public at large, the appointment by the local Govern-

ment of the officer who is to exercise the chief control
in the Department of Customs in this Presidency
will, the Committee trust, be such as fo satisfy
all who are concerned in the selection of a person
well qualified to exercise the large powers vested
in him by the Act, and toinsurc a just and cfficient
administration of the Customs Laxw.

10 PER CENT. DUTY ON GLASGOW MANU-
FACTURES.

A representation having been made to the Com-
mittee that, by order of the Board of Revenue, the
Collector of Customs had insisted on levying a duty
of 10 per cent. upon certain descriptions of Glasgow
goods, which importers considered at variance with
their reading of the Customs Act, XI of 1862, and
with the construction which they believe it was
jntended by the Supreme Government that Act
should bear, and as their endeavour to ge{; the
Board’s order set aside had been unsuccessful, the

1
1
i
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Commitiee were requested to,refer the matter to the
Government of Bengal. A meeting of members
interested in the matber ab issue was held on the
30th December, and it was determined to submit
the case for the opinion and decision of IHis Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor. Up to this moment no
definite veply has been received, but as the repre-
sentation has Dheen referred to the Government of
India with the Lieutenant-Governor’s recommenda-
tion that the goods in question should be admitted
at the lower rate of duty, there is a hope that
the Board’s order will be withdrawn—with retrospec-
tive effect.
SURVEY OF STEAM TUGS.
APPENDIX B,

In their Report for the half-year ended 81st
October 1861, the Committee announced the pro-
bability of a legislative enactment for the periodical
survey of all steamers plying on the Hooghly ; and
on the 1sb May 1862 a Bill was passed by the Council
of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal by which the
stoatn tugs of this port were specially made’ subject
to ibs provisions. .

The proprietors of these vessels endeavoured sub-
sequently to obtain an exemption from the operation
of the Act, and the question having been referred
by the Government of Bengal to your Committee,
they were of opinion that no case whatever had
been made out for the exemption applied for: and

13

they therefore recommended the enforcement of
the Act, suggesting ab the same time- that it should
be so carried oub as to inflict the least possible in-
‘convenience.

TRANSMISSION OF THE BOMBAY OVERLAND
MAIL BY RAILWAY FROM BENARES.

APPENDIX C.

Having represented to the Director: General of
Post Offices that the arrangements by which the
transmission of up-country mails was intended to
be accelerated had not materially improved the
postal service between Benares and Caleutta, and that
notwithstanding  the “facilities afforded by railway
communication, letbers were not delivered much earlier
than before those facilities existed, the Committee
were informed that the despatch of overland expresses
by special trains was under the consideration of the
Governmentof Tndia. The correspondence thus far
has been published, and a continuation of it will be
given in the.Appendix : the Committee briefly re-

" marking that it has been closed by the declaration

of the Director General that he “ can only represent
what is necessary, and that it is for the Government
to decide what is possible.”

What the Director General has represented as
necessary  and what the Government of India may
consider and decide as possible we are not told : but
that the Turopean mails forwarded by express in
advance of the ordinary post should be detained at
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Penares from 12 to 24 hours reflects no eredit on
cither the Government of India or the head of the
postdl department, The detention of the ‘express

even for an hour would not be tolerated in England,'

and it is essential that this important department of
the publis service should as speedily as possible as-
similate its acion to that which is carefully observed
at home. '

POSTAL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN CALOUTTA
AND KOCSHTEA.
APPENDIX D.

The attention of the Post Master General of Bengal
having been called to the great delay in transit of
Jetters from Calcutta to Kooshtea, -the terminal sta-
tion of the Tastern Bengal Railway on the Ganges,
the Committee were informed that experimental Post
Offices would from 1st March be opened at that station
and the intermediate one of Choadanga, and that the
bulk of the mails to and from the eastern stations
would be conveyed by railway as soon as night

trains commenced running between Sealdah and
Kooshtea.

The correspondence on this matter has already
been published.

THE AFTER-PACKET SYSTEM:
APPENDIX E.

The arrangenients for conveying the after-packet
to overtake the mail steamer at Kedgerce have, as

15

a rule, involved the necessity of closing correspon-

. dence at the excessively inconvenient hour of 2

v. M., sometimes even emlier, bub seldom at a later
hour : under the existing system’ however this was
unavoidable, for it is to be remembered that after
being conveyed by land to Diamond Harbour, in
about four hours, the packets are taken across the river,
carried Dby runners 30 miles to Kedgeree, and there
again placed in a dik hoat to wait the steamer’s
arrival off that station.

The Committee thought this a very. clumsy

method of performing such service, and suggested -

a plan by which the safe delivery of the after-packet

could mot only be invariably guaranteed, but the

public would also have the opportunity .of posting
their latest letters up to the ordinary post hour
of 6 ». . The proposition is to convey. the
after-packet, as now, to Diamond Harbour, and
there ship it, the same night, on board the Govern-
ment steamer Celerity, or any other ‘available
steamer, in attendance off that station, and which
would proceed carly the following day aund place
the after-packet on board the mail steamer, which
ordinarily anchors at Culpee.

This plan may involve some additional expense to
Government—inconsiderable at-the most; but the
Committee are confident that, to secure the increased
accommodation it would afford, the public would
cheerfully pay any trifling extra postage to reim-
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burse the Fost Office, if the liberality of Govern-
ment cannot be thus far extended.
This matter is still under the consideration of’
Government.
TIARINE COURT FOR TRIAL OF PILOTS CHARGED:
WITH BREACH OR NEGLECT OF DUTY.
APPENDIX F.

The Tieutenant-Governor of Bengal has made
several representntioﬁs to the Committec as to-the-
constitution of the Marine Court for trial of officers
of the Pilot establishment charged with breach or
neglect of duty.

The Committee were informed that within the
short. period that had elapsed since His Honor as-
sumed charge of the Government of Bengal, there
Tiad been no less than five cases in which there had
Deen a failure of justice both to the parties complain-
ing and to the mercantile public generally, owing,
as the Lieutenant-Governor. believed, to the. mal-
adaptation of the constitution and procedure of the
Court to the trial of such eases. There'seemed to the
Licutenant-Governor to be ground for supposing that
the law, as it stood, did.not suficiently protect the
interests of the ‘public, while the difficulty of ob~
taining a conviction against a pilot accused of
breach of duly was such as practically enabled him
to endanget with impunity the ship- under his
dmrvc, with its cargo, and Lhe lives of those on
Doard.
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The question submitted for the Committee’s
opinion was whether a change'in the law was not
necessary, in order to protect the shipping of this
port from the misconduct of pilots, and whether it
would not suffice if a- Committee of Enquiry, con-
stituted as the Jury of the Marine Cowrt mow is,

were appointed to report on any charge brought.

against a pilot, the Government being left to decide,
on consideration of the Committee’s Report, as the
exigency of the case might require,

Upon a review of the circumstances thus sub-
mitted, and which had their most earnest and care-
ful attention, the C‘ommmhce replied to the following
effect :—

That while concurring in opinion that in the
majority of cases referred to there seemed to have been
a miscarriage of justice, they were disposed to refer
it to other causes than to a maladaptability of the
constitution of the Court, which, theoretically, ap-
peared to be well adapted for the conduct of such
trials. The mercantile and shipping interests by
their representatives having a majority of votes,
the reasonable inference is, if Pilots escape punish-
ment, cither that the case for the prosecution has
broken down or that there has Dbeen a misdirection
to the Jury on the evidence by the Judge. To
these causes the acquittals in the cases noticed
were, the Committee thought, cleamly: referrable.
They were, therefore, of opinion, that no sufficient
case had been established for the abolition of

<
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the Cowt and the proposed substitution  of
a m}:rc Cowt of Inquiry;—a modiﬁcatiou which
would deprive the Court of all authority, and
Jeave cach case to be dealt with absolutely by
the Executive, for the Government would not neces=
sarily be hound to adopt the conclusions ab which
¢ guch Court might arrive on the evidence, hut would
act independently of their opinion on the advice
of the marine authorities. That such cases would
De dealt with by the Government with entire im-
partiality the Comumittee were fully satisfied ; still,
they were of opinion’ that such an alteration in the
constitution of the Cowrt was not desirable in the
- interest of Government itself, and would not he
agreeable to the mercantile and shipping interest.
But though the Commitbee could nob therefore
recommend what would he, virtually, an ‘abolition
of the Court as constituted under Act XII of 1859,
they fally approved of the amendment of Section
XVII, as proposed by the Officiating Master Atten-
dant, Captain Howe, by which Members of the Cowrt
should have the power of voting on the question
of punishment to be awarded as well as on the
question of guilty or not guilty. At presont the
Judge alone can pass such sentence as he thinks fit,

but the Committec were of opinion thab the prac- '

tice under Act XXIV of 1845 might he advan-
tageously reverted to andintroduced as a rule
of the Marine Court.

The addition of a second mastor of a merchant
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ship to the number of Jurors-on ecach. trial was
another alteration which the Committec thought
desirable, and they suggested its introduction in the
event of the Act receiving amendment.

With these alterations in the constitution and
procedure of the Court, and by the appointment to
the vacant oflice of Judge of a person well qualified

“to direct a judicial inguiry, and having special ac-
quaintance with nautical matters, the Committec
saw no reason why the Court should not prove
equal bo the proper adjudication of all cases brought
Dbefore it.

' PROPOSED APPOINTMENT OF A MARINE
MTAGISTRATE.

APPENDIX. G.

At the nstance of several Members of the Cham-
ber who were of opinion that the appointment of a
Marine Magistrale for the Port of Caleutta was
highly necessary, the Committee tool up the question
and submitted,it for the consideration of the Govern-
ment of Bengal, urging that besides those qualifica-
tions which were requisite to fit a person for the’
beuch a practical knowledge of the character of

" geamen was essenlially necessary for the right

administration of the office of Marine Magis!

abie,
Availing themselves of the opportunity afforded
. hy the present vacancy in the office of Judge of the
Mazine Court, the Committee - recommended that

i
|
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the person holding that appointment for the fubure
should also hold * the  appointment of » Marine
Magistrate, a combination of duties which would not
interfere with the proper discharge of either office,

but would rather be an advantage to the public

service.
/ MERCHANT - SHIPPING ACT.
DESERTION OF SE:\I\I]EEN.
APPENDIX H.

The General Shipowners’ Society of London have
acknowledged the Chamber’s sepresentation made to
them in this respect, stating that they would forth-
with put themselves in communication with the
Tords of the Committec of Privy Council for Trade.
Tt is hoped that the action tiow taken by this influ~:
ential Society will not be suspended until the pfo—
tection of masters and owners against seamen’s
criminal breach of contract has been sufficiently

~provided for by an enactment of the imperial legis-
lature.
THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH,
APPENDIX I.

Reference was made in the last Report to instrue-
tions issued by Government to the Director General
of Telegraphs to proceed with the construction of
a second line between Allahabad and Bombay or
between Benares’ and Bombay, whichever seemed
preferable.

The chief pressure of work appears to he on the

.2l

Benaves and Agra section, and a double line will be
completed by the ensuing rains. Beyond Agra-the

single wire, is considered sufficient to carry all the

work likely to be pub on it this year : arrangements
for a double line ave progressing, however, large

Aumbers of Hamilton’s standards having been dis-

tributed and being erected.

" The endeavours of Mr. C..C. Adley to form a
Company in London for the construction of an
independent line of telegraph between Calcutta and
Bombay have already been recorded : and in the

" “appendix to this Report will be found a correspon-

dence between that gentleman and the Chairman
of the Tast Indian Railway Company, in which the

. question is fully discussed whether an extension of

telegraphic communication by the combined action
of the various Indian. railway companies or through
the medium of a private company, would be the

better mode of affording increased telegraphic cor-

respondence throughout India, and of developing to
its fullest extent the telegraphic traffic of this coun-
try. Mr. "Adley’s conclusions are adverse to ihe
conjoint operation of railway companies, while his
arguments in favor of a separate Telegraph Company
“working amicably with them are thus given :

1. To carry out the measure successfully wonld require
a perfect organization, and more extensive machinery
than the railways possess.

2: It would form a distinct business of itself, and
involve an infinity of detail that would hardly come
ithin the scope of a railway company.

|
|
\
i
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3. A responsible Board, who will devote their atten-

tion to their own and the general interests, on whom the-

public can rely, and to whom they can appeal, would give
more prominence, stability, sccurity, and confidence. to
the public, than if that responsibility were scattered over
a number of disconnceted sections of separate railways.

4, A private company, working with unguaranteed

capital, would be capable of immediate action, and" have
the ability to execute works without delay, and without
perpetual references. It would form a combined and
powerful organization, which by opening out the extremes
of India in conjunction with the railway system, could
not fail to be otherwise than mutually beneficial to both.
On the other hand, the want of such a united and perfect
organization would be fatal to the enterprize, and deprive
the local railway routes of an amount of business which
they might not obtain for years to come, and possibly not
at all. .

- The reply to this communication has not been
received : but Mr. Adley has formed a powerful Board:
who are prepared to carry out the undertaking and
complete it with all possible despatch.

COTTON CULTIVATION.
APPENDIX 7.

The appendix of your Committee’s last half yearly

- Report contains several interesting communications
on this important subject, especially from the Go-
vernment of the N. W. Provinces: and they have
since heen furnished with returns from the Punjaub
and the Central Provinees, which have heen publish-
ed and made available to Members,  With regard to

23

the production of cotton in Burmah, the Chief Com-
missioner has lost no opportunity of bringing the
subject forward, and hopes the crop for the current
year will largely exceed that of last season which
amounted to 80,000 maunds—if the monopoly which
was granted last year by the Burmese Authorities is
‘withdrawn.

EARLY CLOSING ON SATURDAYS.
\ APPENDIX K.

The Committee stated in their last Report the

grounds on which they opposed the application of the -

employés of the Custom House for early closing on
Saturdays. The application was renewed a few
weeks since, accompanied by an assurance from the
Officiating Collector of Customs that arrangements
would be made for the clearance of any vessel applying
for her port clearance on Saturdays : and as the Com-
mittee’s former objection was thus removed they with-
drew their opposition to the Collector’s proposal.

A similar indulgence has been applied for by the
Board .of Revenue on behalf of the offices of the
Superintendent and Collector of Stamps, on the un-
derstanding however that the usual hours would be

observed were the mails for England to close on a
Saturday.

The Committee replied that they had no objection
provided that condition applied. also. to the mails for
China.
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At the same time it was suggested that as scarce-
Iy any house of business closed till 5 . L, public
offices should be kept open till that hour; and as
wniformity of practice is desirable in early closing
on Saturdays, so is it in observing working hours
during the rest of the week.

ADDRESS TO THE HON'BLE SIR CHARLES
TREVELYAN, K. C. B.

APPENDIX L.

On the arrival of Sir Charles Trevelyan as [linan-
cial Member of the Council of the Governor-General,
the Shamber presented to him an Address of Con-
gratulation, copy of which and of his reply are given

“in the appendix.

While the commercial community of Calcutta
will ever feel the debt of gratitude they owe for the
great services rendered by the immediate predeces-
sors of Siv Charles Trevelyan,—Mr. Laing and the
late Mr. Wilson,—they gladly welcomed the arrival
among them of a public offizer of such proved and
(‘lisbiugqished administrative abilities to discharce
the duties of the important post confided to hais
care. :

PROPOSED SCHEME FOR THE BENEFIT OF MER-
CHANT SEAMEN OF GREAT BRITAIN,

APPENDIX M.

TR} S )
¢ {Lc present condition of seamen and how it mnay
be improved” was the subject of two admirable
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lectures delivered on the 8th and 19¢th of November
last by Captain Henry Toynbee, I. R. A. S, Com-
mander of the ship “Hotspur” - The first was
addressed chiefly to the commanders and officers

" of ships lying in the river Hooghly, and the last

to sailors. These lectures were very numerously

attended, and’ the seamen specially appeared much

interested in the subject of his address and the pro-
positions submitted for their earnest consideration,
viz, the providing of Homes for the iwives and
children of married seamen ; and the establishment
of a Benefit. Fund for pensioning aged and decayed
seamen.

To assist him in giving practical effect to these
propositions Captain Toynbee appealed: to the Cham-
ber, and the Committee were glad of the opportunity
of aiding him in his humane efforts to ameliorate
the condition of a hard working but too often
improvident class of men. As a preliminary measure
the subject was brought by the Committee under
the notice of the Right Honorable the Lord Mayoxr
of London, in the hope that by His Lordship’s
influence the subject might be so introduced to the
Tnglish public as to command the success it truly
merits, and that it might lead to steps being taken
to give effect at an early date to the propositions
5o strongly recommended by Captain Toynbee. The
co-operation of the other Chambers in India, China,
and the Australian Colonies, who have been addressed
on this subject, will the Committee feel suve, be

D
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hearlily given, when the time for further action
arrives,

WET DOCKS.

APPENDIX N.

. iy
The question of the establishment of Wet Docks
for the port of Calcutta has again been engaging the

attention of the Chamber. It will be in the recol- .

lection of members that swhen this project was last

entertained the declaration of His Excellency the

Governor-General in Council that a guarantee of
futerest could not be given compelled the Committee
to abandon the further consideration of the question.

The subject has again however been brought under
the notice of the Chamber in a series of commnmni-
cations from Mr. Franklin Prestage, the Acting Agent
of the Bastern Bengal Railway Company, and the
vesult of that reference is embodied in the accom-
panying resumé of the Committee’s reply.

The arrangements for the loading and discharging
of vessels frequenting this port are confessedly defec-
tive ; the facilities which abound in every other city
for carrying on its trade are almost entirely wanting
in Calcutta ; and the consequent delay and incon-
venience, and destruction and pilfering of property,
are probably unequalled elsewhere : and it is mani-
fest that those facilities which are urgently demanded
by the yearly augmenting trade of Calcutta can
only be secured by a complete change in the existing
system.
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Various schémes for the purpose of affording those

“fucilities have been discussed, but none so frequently

or so earnestly as the establishment of Wet Docks ;
the Chamber of Commerce have on every occasion
expressed an opiuion favorable to their construction,
and as the project. involved in Mr. Prestage’s com-
munication promises all the requirements so long
desived, the Committee saw no cause, to think less

- favorably of it now.

Ab the present moment there ave three schemes

" efore the publie, viz, Wet Docks, Quay Wharves,

and Serew Pile Jetties : the advantages arising from
either of them tould be considerable, and each
would materially improve the trade of the port.and
the general comfort and convenience of the city ;

Dbub the Committee had no hesitation in expressing

their belief that Wet Docks-would be capable of
affording facilities far superior to what can possibly
be afforded by the quay ‘wharves or jetties ; and both
on account of the greater despatch which the shipping
of the port would always command, and the protec-
tion and security of property, the advantages would
be so decided that Wet Docks would be gladly resorted
to by a considerable proportion of the tounage arriv-
ing in the river, provided the docks were con-
structed and maintained ab such a reasonable outlay
as would admit of the charges being fixed ab a
moderate sum proportioned to the saving “of time
‘which they would render possible.

“The construction of a ship canal: from the
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Mutlah. to Caleutta in counection With the con-
struction of Wet Docks was at first proposed by M.
Prestage, but that idea has heen abandoned for the
modified minor scheme of a “conduit ” for supplying
the docks with water. This might eventually be
developed into a, ship canal should the condition of
the, Hooghly necessitate such a measure, and the
Committee were disposed to think favorably of that
portion-of the project.

‘While the Committee however were unprepared to
do more than give a general approval to what Mr.
Prestage submilted, they were of opinion that the

subject of Wet Dock accommodation should be

carefully considered, and that the whole question
should be enquired into anew; they therefore

brought Mr. Prestage’s proposition to the notice of -

the Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor, trusting
His. Honor would see sufficient ground for theit;
recommendation that a Committee be aﬁpointed for
the special purpose of reporting on its merits.

In a communication from' the Supreme Govern-
ment to the Government of Bengal dated 26th
August 1861, it wus stated that the Government
though opposed to afy guarantee of profits in any
form would be disposed to assist the scheme of
Wet Docks by taking shares, with {he privilege of
nominating a portion of the managing Lody, and

generally to render such aid as could appropriately

he given: and the Committee suggested that if
the Government were still - of opinion that the

AT
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degree of assistance Wwhich they were- then disposed
to ‘give could . yet be extended, the -expression
of such an opinion would probably enablé the pro-
moters of the scheme to raise a sufficient capital

,without a guaranteed interest, for the abundance

of unemployed capital in England,and the greater
favor with which Indian schemes were regarded
rendered it an auspicious moment for placing such
a project on the London market, supported as it’
would be by the recommendation of the Committee
and the favorable opinion of the Govemment of
India. : .

Tn answer to this reference His Honor the Lieute-
nant-Governor stated that he had no doubt what-
ever that capacious and properly constructed Web

Docks, well situated and connected with the city and

Railway Stations by a tramway, would be of grent
advantage to the Port, and to the shipping resorting
to it, as well as to all interested in its trade : he also-
thought that, if well managed it would be a sound
commercial enterprise affording every chance of fair
profits. The Lieutenant-Governor, however, distinct-

ly expressed his opinion that, whilst every facility

should be given by Government to the undertaking

as one which was likely to succeed and to be very

beneficial to the City and Port, no step should be
taken caleulated directly or indivectly to give it an
official or' Governmental character, that it should
stand on its own merits, and be treated simply as
an ordinary commercial undertaking : mo hopes
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could therefore he held out of Government becoming

a partner in the concern by taking shares, or by gift

of land, or otherwise.

At the same time the undertaking was fully
fecognised as one essentially of public utility, and
under the provisions of the recent Act of the Indian
Lemshbule, No. XXII of 1863, the Government
of Bengal would support: any well considered and
approved project Dbrought forward by promoters able
and prepared to carry it'ous.

The question of Wet Docks having been so fully
discussed and reported on, the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor saw no necessity for the appointment .of a
Committee or for any further inquiry by Govern-
ment: ®

Satisfied with the vesult of this reference both to
the Chamber of Commerce and to the Government
of Bengal, and fortified with the opinions of the
highest engineering authorities in India, Mz, Prestage
has forwarded a prospectus of his project to London
with the view of raising the required capital there,
and carrying out the work which-he has thus far so
suceessfully brought, forward. "

The following 1ecornl of railway plorncss in con-
tinuation of reports to the end of last November,
has been obligingly furnished for Lhe Chamber’s
information.

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.
The construction of the Jubblepore Line which

3l
had been let to Dessrs, Waring Brothers and Huut,
as stated in last report, and whose Agent and Staff
arrived in India last January, is being rapidly pro-
ceeded with, active measures having been adopted by

* the officiating Chief Engineer to keep pace with the

contractors’ requirements by preparing the line, set-
ting out the slopes, &e. ) e

In the North-western Provinces the extension of
the line has been well advanced.” The further open-
ing from Dinapore to Benares took place on the
29nd December, and between Jamalpore and Be-

nares an additional good» train las been put on -

since the 1st April

The great difficulties to be overcome before the
line can be extended to Allahabad are the erection
of the bridges over the vivers Tonse and Jumna :
the works are however going on swtleaCt;Olll), and
it is hoped that a through road to Mirzapore may
be laid in by June next, and a further extension to
the Jumna Bridge by the rains of 1864 '

The Chief Engineer’s half-yearly report of ‘opera-
tions in the Bengal division has not yeb Deen sub-
mitted ; it is being prepared in Loudon, and the
results will be given in owr next; summary of railway
progress.

—_—

In the meanwhile the Committee consider it justlyr

due to Mr. Turnbull that the termination of his labors
in India should not pass unnoticed by this Chamber,

and that the expression of their high estimation of
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his pmfesswnal services as Chief Engineer of the
Toast Indian Railway Company be specially recorded.

Mr. Tarnbull has established a strong claim to
the gmmude of the. public at large by many years
of unceasing application to the anxious and arduous

duties of his appointment : his complete success s
exhibited in results which a skilful prosecution of a ..
national work of great magnitude has ‘enabled him,

to. accomplish; and with scientific acquirements
of the highest order and a determinalion of purpose
to overcome all difficulties, Mr. Turnbull has perfect-

" ed that work, and termmated his career Wlth great
benefit to this country and with d.\sbmmusherl honor
to himself.

* EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY.

The first section of this railway from Caleutta to
Kooshtea, which was opened for passenger and goods
m“afﬁc in November last, has been worked with great
suceess up to the present time.

The receipts, both -from passengers, and  goods,
have steadily increased, and it is satisfactory to know

that no accident whatever has occurred to the public,

or any of the Company’s servants,

Several additional stations were opened on this
line early in March, which have given increased ac-
commodation to the public, whilst at the same time
they have added to the, Company’s receipts.

It is to e regretted that nothing appears to have
been done to advance the extension of this important
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line of railway on the morth bmik of the Ganges,
towards Assam, Sylhet, and Dacca.

CALCUTTA AND SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY.

Tt is expected that this line will be opened for
public traffic to Canningtown, on the river Mutlah,

- about the 15th ‘of May.

The extraordinary subsidence of the embanliment
across the old bed of the Piallee river has alone
prevented the through opening at a much carlier date
in the present year.

Tlie- Agent of the Company has 1ece1ved advice
of the despmtch from England of the Iron Screw Pile
Jetty for Port Canning, referred to in our last report,
and the crection of this important adjunct to the
railway will be proceeded with immediately on its
arrival.

LANCASHIRE DISTRESS RELIEF FUND.

In their last Report the Committee mentioned
that the Chamber had originated a movement the
objects of which was to raise subscriptions on this
side of India to- alleviate the extreme distress pre-
vailing among. a part of the manufacturing popula-
tion in' Great Britain in conmsequence of the short
supply of cotiton ; reference was made to the public
meeting held in Caleutta, and presided over by His
Txcellency the Viceroy, and it was stated that the
liberal ~ contributions ‘received had enabled the
Relief Committee to remit Homea sum of aboub
£20,000. R
o
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As time passed on and the accounts from Home
continned to tell the same sad tale of deep and
increasing distress, endured with heroic fortitude and
resignation, "and alleviated by the noble liberality
not only of the mother country, but of her depen-
dencies in different parts of the world, it was
felt that renewed and continued exertion was required
here ; and the result has been that up to the present
time the remibtances made to the Lord Mayor of
London amount in all to the sum of £47,000.

Different classes have aided in this good work, and
contributions have been received alike from the Glo-
vernor General of India and from private soldiers
in our regiments and sailors on board our ships, while
liberal aid has been rendered by many of our native
fellow subjects especially up-country, and also by
the rulers of several independent native states who
liave subscribed largely to the fund.

BILL BROKERAGE.
GUARANTEED FIRST CLASS INSURANCE.
MUNICIPAL GGRPORATION BILL AND T}Eﬁ RIVER
BANK,
SALES OF IMPORTS FOR CASH ON DELIVERY. ‘
WEIGHT OF RICE AT RICE PORTS FOR ADJUST-

MENT OF FREIGHT, COMMISSION, &c.

These suljects having already Dheen  DLrought
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by circular to the notice of members, who were
invited to take them into comsideration for the
expression of their views ab this meeting, the Com-
mittee submit them now for such decision as members
may, in each case, arrive at.

NEW MEMBERS.
Messrs. T . Petrocochino and Co. and Messrs.

Lewis, Bailey andCo. have been admitted members
of the Chamber, subject to the usual confirmation.

. - FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.
"APPENDIX 0.

A half-yearly statement of the funds of the Cham-
ber is appended, sliewing a balance in the Banlk of
Bengal of Rs. 3,417-13-0, exclusive of the reserve in
4 per cent. Government Paper of Rs. 7,500.

WILLIAM MAITLAND,

Vice-President.

CaLcurrs, 1

30th April 1863, j




APPENDIX A.

' THE AMENDED STAMP ACT.

BeNGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
i . Caleutta, 17¢h December 1862;

e W. J. HERSCHELL, Tiso.,

{ . Offg. Junior Secy. to the Board of Revonue.

S1r,—TI am divected by the Committeo of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerco to call the aitention of the Board of Revenue to
an ambiguity which appears to exist in the wording of Scction
XT of t[lo Amonded Stamp Act, and it being important to‘the

ity that this biguity should be ' cleared
. up, Tam desired to ask from the Board an authoritative interpro-
Co tation of the meaning of the words referred to.

2. The above section provides that the holder of any Dill of
exchange drawn out of British territories in India, and not
having a proper stamp affixed thereto, as proseribed by tho Act,
whether the same be a single bill or one of a sct of two or inoro
bills shall, before he present the same for acceptance or payment,
or endorso, transfer, or in any manner negotiate, such bill, affix
thereto a proper adhosive stamp for denoting the duty charged by
the said Aot on the amount of such bill when drawn singly.

3. The ambiguity consists in the meaning which attaches to
the. words~—a proper adhesive stamp for denoting the duty charged
by the said Acton the amount of such bill when drawn singly,”—used
in the above section in their application to forcign bills of
exchange drawn in sels of two or more out of DBritish India and
payable out of British Indn but negotiated and tlansfuxcd in
India. - '

4. At first reading, this section would scem to require that on
| transferring such bills one copy thereof should have affixed thereto
A : the full amount of duty required by the Act to bé afiixed to a bill
of .the like amount when drawn singly, and this is the interpreta-

A
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tiott which nppé:ils generally to have been acted upon. - But a care-
£l considoration of the words seoms toshow that they aro capable
of another construction and one more in consonance with the
ordinary incidence of the stamp Taw on bills of exchange payable
abroad. . .

5. That construction is thab the word ¢ denoting” in the
soction is used in the sense of “indicating,” and that the stamp
required to be affixed on the transfer of -any copy when -the bill
js drawn in sets of two or threo is not the full amount which would
have been affixed had the bill heen drawn singly, but only the
amount which indicafes the duty which would have been payable

had the Dill been so drawn. Thus the stamp duty requived Dby *

article 10 of Schedule A to be affixed to a bill for Rs. 10,000
i drawn singly being Rs. 12, under this interpretation the
two copics of a bill if drawn in a set of two, would require
each to have afixed an adhesive stamp of Rs. 6, or if drawn in
sofs of threo ench o stamp of Rs. 4, the said stunps taken in
connection with the fact of the drafts being expressed in the
body of them to have been drawn in sets of two or three,
“denoting” or indicating the duty which would bo charged by
the Act hiad the bill been drawn singly.

6. This interpretation would, as I havo before said, be in
_accordance with the ordinary incidence of the stamp law in the
case of ¢ foreign bills,” deseribing by such term bills drawn in India
but payablo-abroad, Whenover such bills ave drawn in sets, as they
almost invariably are ‘to provide-for cases of loss in transmission,
fhe Act provides for the stamp duty being divided according
to the numbor Of copies drawn, and there seems no reason
4o suppose that the Legislature intended to apply  different princi-
ple to other foreign bills, that is to bills drawn in China or clsewhere
and payable also out of Indin, which are sent to India for nego-
tiation, such bills being exposed to precisely the same danger of
Toss in transmission as foreign bills Tocally drawn. 5

7. This subject has assumed practical imporbanee from the
recent loss of the Caleutta mails on Board the steamer Colombo.
By that mail considerable remittances were made in bills of ex-
change drawn in China and Singapore on London which had been
sent here for negotiation, and, in accordance with what is generally
understood to be the meaning of the scction above quoted, the
full amount of the duty which would have been required had the
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Pill been' drawn' singly was afixed to'the first copies so sent, and
the full amount of the duty having been so affixed, the second
copies wore remittod by the succeeding mail without starps.

8. The first or stamped. copies having been lost the sceond or
unstamped copies will, on arrival in London, be presented for ac-
ceptanco or payment ; and in tho absence of cvidence that the first
copies had been duly stamped the drawees may rofuse to aceept
or pay them on'the ground that the Indian stamp laiw had been
evaded. .

9. Similarly, in the event of such non-acceptance or of non-
‘payment after accoptance, and the holder requiring to take recourse
on an endorsor in India, stich endorsor might plead that the bill not
Doing stamped the lolder’s Tight to recover thoreon was barred, and
there might be difficulty in procuring legal cvidonce that the re-
quirements of the law had boen compliod with.

10. With the view therefore of avoiding the loss and incon-
venience which might arisé in such cases, the Committee of the
Chamber will be glad to receive from the Board an authoritative
interpretation of the scetion referred to. : -

T have the honor to be, &e.,

H. W. I. WOOD,

. Secretary.
No. 213.
TFrox .
J. P. GRANT, Esa.,
Offy. Junior Secrctary to the Board of Revenue,
To' :

e SECRETARY 7o tnr BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE,
Dated Fort William, the 21st Feb. 1863,
*$1m,~I am dosired by the Bowd of Revenue to acknowledge tho
- -receipt of your letter dated 17th December
W. . Allen, last in which the Chamber of Commerte
A. Grote, Tsqrs. N o
. sats. asks the Board to give an authorifative
interpretation of an ambiguous passage in
Section XT of Act X of 1862,

. T. Trevor,
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9. TIn reply I'am to state that while the Board agrec in’ the
interpretation put by the Chamber on the passage in question, they
decline to give any authioritative intogprotation of the law, as not
‘being legally empowered to do so. '

1 Liwve the honor to e,

Sir,
‘Your most obedient servant,
R J. D. GRANT,
Offy. Junior Seerctary,

Bexoar CHamprr oF CoMMERCE,
) Caleutta, 26th February 1863.
E..C. BAYLEY, Esq,
Secretary to the Government of India, -
Home ]‘)'cpartmmt.ﬂ ’

Sir,—1I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce to forward for submission. to the Hon'ble the President in
Covnci} the n ing copies of correspond between them

and tho Board of Revenue relativo to an apparent ambiguity in
the wording of Section XTI of the Amonded Stamp Act.

Tn placing the matter before the Board the Committee requested
to he furnished with an authoritative interprotation of the meaning
of the words referred to, but'the Board-decline to give it as they
are not legally empowered to do so, though at the same time they
express their coneurrence in the Committee’s construction.

Having thus failed to obtain what they think would be of much
interest to the mercantile public, the Committee venture to repre-
sent the case forthe consideration of the President in Council, and
trust "His Honor will be pleased to confor on tho Chamber the
favor of expressing the opinion of the Government of India on the
point submitted. ' o

1 have, &e.,
H. W. 1. WooD,

Secretary,

v

No. 1501.
TroM : . '
J.W. 8. WYLLIE, BEsQ., .
Undor-Seey. o the Govt. of India,
To -
H. W. I WOOD, Isa.,
Seorctary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

. Dated Tort William, the 7th March 1863,
Tiome Dept. .

Str,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letber
datod thé -26th ultimo forwarding copy of correspondencd with the
Board of Revenue, and .requesting an bhoritabi i
of cortain words in Section XI of tho Amended Stamp Act.

9. Tureply Tam directed to intimate thnb tho yeference “in
question should lixve been made to the Government of Bengal to
which your letter has been transmitted for disposal-

interp

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. W. 8. WYLLIE,
Under-Seey. to the Got. of India.
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APPENDIX B.

SURVEY OF STEAM TUGS.

No. 2051.
Tront | L
Twr OFFC, TUNIOR SECRETARY 70 ik
- GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
Ty SECRETARY ot CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Dated Fort William, the 15th December 1862.

Marine,
Str,—I am dirocted to forward herewith, in original; the cor-

From Sceretaries to Calentta Steam Tug Asso- respondence noted inthe
ciation  Limited,” dited 24tli September 1862
and enclosure. margin, on tho question

Do. Do. No. 473 T., dafed 2nd Oo. 1862, i
From Do. Do., dated 6th November 1862 with of oxempting  steam

annexure. tugs in this port from
“To Offg. Master Attendant, No. 2493, dated 17th .
November 1562. the survey provided un-

1:,«...3”1)0. Do., No. 3006}, dated 22nd Novem- “der Act No. V of 1862
ber 1862 (Bongal  Couneil), and
to request that the Chamber will he so good as to favour the Lieu-
tonant-Governor with their opinion on the subject, returning the
cnclo:ures with their reply.
. T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obczhent se1 vmt,
J. D. GORDON,
Ofy. Junior Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

BeNeAL CAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 16th January 1863.
E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esq.,
. Seey. 1o the Govt. of "Bengal.

Sir,~The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desire me
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to 'wkno\\led«e receipt of Government of Bengal lotter in the
Marine Department No, 2051 of 15th ultimo on the .question: of

_ Gxompting steamn tugs of this port from tho provisions-of ActV

of 1862 which require their periodieal survey.

The Committeo have carofully - considered the representations
submitted by the owhers of such vessels in their memorial to His
Honor the Licutcnant-Governor as well as the report thercon by
the Officiating Mastor Attendant : and I am instructed to state in
roply to this roferonce that they sec no ground for exeinpting
stomm bugs from the operation of the'Act. )

TPhe Act was introduced into the Legislative Council of Bengal
ab the recommendation of this Chamber specially with the view of
naking vessels of this cluss subjeet to its- provisions. No opposi-
tion to its passing was raised by the memori ialists whilst tho bill
was bofore the Council, and in the opinion of the Committee no
valid reason is now advanced by “them, why their propert ty should
not be surveyed as required by that enactment,

The Committee would add thab there is.a great ('hil'elcucc
Jetween a tug towing a ship in the Thames or the Méisey and in
the Hooghly : in England if a tug proved ' inefficiont delay would
gencrally be the worst yesult, but in such a river as the Hooghly
such inofliciency may invelve the loss of tho ship, and instances
can bo referred to where serious accidents entailing heavy expensés
for ropairs have been attributed to tho ineflicioncy of the tug

" vessels cmployed.

With to the apprehension of the falists that
{heir interests will be affected by unnecessary restrictigns, detention,
and conscquent expense, the Committee are confident that His
Honor will enjoin the strictest injunctions that the Act shall be
so applicd that the owners of steam tugs will not bo exposed to
groator inconvenicnce than can possibly be avoided.

The cuclosures of the letter under reply are herewith re-
turned, and I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H.W. 1, WOOD,

Secretary.

i
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APPENDIX -C.

TRANSMISSION OF THE,BOMBAY OVERLAND
MAIL BY RAILWAY FROIL BENARES.

BexeaL CHANMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 26th January 1863.
G. PATON, Ese., M. D.,

Director General of the Post Office of India,

' Str,—It appears to the Committee of the Chamber of Commeres
that the arrangement by which the transmission of up-country
mails was intended to be accelerated has not matorially improved
the postal service bebween Benaves and Caloutta, and that notwith-
standing the faeilities afforded by the railway communication
Totters are not delivered much carlier than heforo thoso facilities
existed. -

The Committee were specially struck with the apparently defec-
tivo arrangements for dospatehing the lnst Bonbay overland expross
after its arrival at Benares. It was.anmounced as having reached
that station ab about 5 4. 3t., and yot as being too Tnbe for tho train
which the Committeo believostarted ab about the sumo timo, All
the advantages of special despateh from Bombay were thu;s lost,
though by alittle consideration and arrangement by the Bexm'w’
Post Office they might have been seeured. ‘The arrival of tho ox, ;m::
ab Mirzapore being telegraphed to Bonares, its recoipt (nccidcnlts f
course excopted) might have hoen prepared for withih a o
Hout, and the detention of tho train for any rensonable thry o 1q
ot possibly have hoen objocted to. e Hine contd

The Committee desire me to express .

; : aliopo- that your attontios
will be-given' to -arrangemonts hest caleulated to insure th:

aceelerated transmission of the public mail geuerally, and that you
i . L e d

x
Wil be able o obtain the assistance of the Railway Company for
the special despateh of overland exprosses.
1 have the honor to be, &e.;

H. W. 1. WOOD,

: Secretary.
. No. 3279.
Frox .
G. PATON, Esa.,
* Director General of the Post Office of India,
To

H. W. I. WOOD, Esq.,
Seeretary, Bengal Chamber of Cmmncrce.'
Calcutta, 30th January 1863.

Sir,—TI have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

" of the 26th instant, and in Teply to state for the information of

the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce that the circum-
stances connected with the last overland express mail having been
late for despateh by the train from Benares to Howzah, have beon
roported to Government, and that the despateh of overland expresses
by special trains is under the consideration of the Goverhment of
India.
2. It was matter of deep regret that the last overland express
mail was not forwarded by the passenger train of the morning
of the 17th instant. Tt appears. that it was forwarded from Mirza~
pore at 1-40 and was received ab Benares at 5 A. 3, five minutes
were occupied in getting it ready for despatch to the railway
station on the right bank of the Ganges, and as the station time
js 13 minutes behind the railway time, it was not forwarded from
the Benares Post Offico until 5-18 according to railway time.

3. The railway station is five or six miles from the Benares
Post Office, and as the. bridge-of-boats on the Ganges: has to be

crossed, the transit of the mail cart usually oceupies from 30" to 35 -

minutes. The approach to the bridge is difficult and necesSitates
: B

i
|
|




s

i
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. cnréiul driving at all times, especially when crowded with passett«

gers and vohicles of overy description—which is generally more
or less the case. .

4. The station mastor could not (as supposed) have delayed the.
4rain beyond the time fixed for starting it. Government has now
yuled that the traffic department shall dotain the mail train at the
torminus for a reasonable time—not exceeding quarter of an hour
—when the Post Master certifies that the mail bags are at hand.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
G. PATON,
Director General of the Post Office of Indic.

BENGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caloutta, 13th February 1863,

G. PATON, Esq.,
Dinrector General of the Post Office of India.

81r,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce desiro me
to thank you for your letter No. 3279 of the 30th ultimo.

They are glad to learn that the subject of despatching overland ox-
prosses by special trains is under the consideration of the Govern-
ment of India, and it will be satisfactory to the Chambor as well as
to the community gonerally if that arrangement is carried out
without dclay ; for the detention of expresses at Benares simply
for the want of some better system of transmission by railway
is a source of public inconvenience which requires to be removed
forthiwith,

If the Committee rightly understand your lotter, the arrango-
ment under considoration is that if the expross is too late for Lalxe
ordinary train after the authorized: detention of 15 minutes,a
special engine will be run to overtake that train, and that in t;m
event of the express reaching Benares at any later period so that
tho ordinary train could not bo overtaken or availed of, special

engitfe would ho employed to convey it to Caleutta, ’

xi
Bo so good as to say if the Committec’s reading of your lettor
in this sense is correct, and oblige :
Your obedient servant,
H. W. I WOOD,

Sccvrctm'y‘

No. 3474
From
G PATON, Ise.,
. " Director General of ‘the Post Office of India;.
To:

H. W. I WOOD, Ese,
Seerctary o the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutte, 16th Tebruary 1863:

S, —T havo tho lionor to acknowlodge tho reccipt of your lotter
No. —— of the 13th instant, and in' reply to stato for tho infor-
mation of the Commibtee of the Chamber of Commerce that I can

only represont what is necossary, and that it is for the Governmént.

to-decide what is possible, )
I have the honor to be;

Sir,

armost obodient servant,

G. PATON,

Director General of the Post Office of Indic.




APPENDIX D.

POSTAL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN CALCUITA
AND KOOSHTEA.

Bexcar Cuaypor oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 2nd February 1863.

C. K. DOVE, Esq.,
Post Master General of Bengal,

Stn,—1It has been represented to the Committee of the Chambor
of Commerce that if advantage were taken-of the facilities afford-
cd by the Eastern Bengal Railway the postal service between
Caleutta and Kooshtea, the terminal station of that railway on
the Danks of the Ganges, would be- considerably accelerated ; and
that letters could. ho delivered there in twenty-four or thirty-six
Tours instead of the thrée days which the dik now takes. ;

‘With the extension of the railway system in Bengal it is very
desirable that the postal service of these, provinces should be
s0 modified as to admit of a simultanous expansion, and the Com=
mittee trush you will be able to make: your arrangements for the

) conveyance of the public mail fallin as much as posslblo with
the progressive imp of railway
T have the honor to be, &e.,

H. W. I. WOOD,

Seeretary.
) No. 9759.
Frox
¢. K. DOVE, Lsq.,
Post Master General of Bcn{/u?
To,

Tup SECRETARY ro mup CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Caleutta, t'hc 16tk February ]803.
S, ~I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
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of the 2nd instant, and in reply beg to inform the Committce of

the Chamber of Commercethat by ‘the beginning of next month.

Thope to open two experimental post offices, ong at Kooshtca
and the othex' at Choadanga, on the astern Bengal Railway line,
and t6 arrango for the conveyance of mails to and from thosc
offices by the railway train on week days only, as there are at
presont 1o trains on Sundays.

- With regard to the. conveyanco of the bulk of the mails to and
from the castern stations by tho railway train T beg to state
that o scheme has been proposed for that purpose, but it cannots
with advantage be earried into offect until a night train ‘s allowed
to run between Scalda and Kooshtea, and the Railway Company
state that they are not ab present prepared to run such a train.

N I have the lonor to he,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

C. K. DOVE,

Post, Master General of Bengad,




APPENDIX L.

THE AFTER-PACKET SYSTENL

¢
Bexcar CraMBER OF COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 271h February 1863
T. C. BAYLEY, Esa.,
Seeretary to the Government of India,
Ifome Departiment.

$1x,—The late howr at which the mail contract Inckets passt
Kedgeree and mo corresponding advantage being gained by the
public in respect to the posting their letters by the after-packet has:
induced the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce t0 make
some inquiries into the nntte), and the result is submitted for the
consideration of the Honorable the President in Couneil. -

During the past year after- paekets were made: up for each fort-
nightly mail steamer excopt on 23rd May ‘and 23vd June : on
the latter date the Bengal wonbto sea the day she left Calc“bt't,.
consequently there was no after-packet, as there was s chance of
its overtaking her ; bub the 23rd May mail steamer did not I'mss
Kedgeree till 6 o’clocl the next morning, and an after-packet might
Thiave been safely sent.

On three other occasions, viz: 10th February, 28rd March,
and 9bh June, special arrangements were made by cmploying the
Celerity and Proserpine, and on thebwo last dates the after-packet
was kept open. till 6 7. 2.

The Committee’ have therefore only the remaining nineteen
occasions to notice ; and a reference to the annexed tabulated state-
ment will shew that—

in 3 instances the after-packet closed at noon,
in 2 2 N 5 1w,
‘and in 14 ” » 2P ‘L,
2 o’clock may accordingly be hkcn as the closing hour.
The time occupied in- closing and despatehing the after-packet
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from the Post Office ranges from 1'hiour 15 minutes to 2 howrs. It.
has never exceeded 2 hours, consequently 4 ». 3t is the latest hour
at which the after-packet may be said to leave Calcutta.

The average hour of arrival at Kedgeree is 4 o'clock the next
morning.

The time thus taken in transmitting the after-packet from Cal-

cutta to Kedgeree is, on the average, twelve hours.

Assuming that the mail steamer passes Kedgeree carly on the
day following her deparbure from Caleutta:say 6 in the morning,
and allowing time for the dak boat to deliver the after-packet on
hoard, the arrangements appear to be made with due regard to the
convenience.of $he public, and under such circumstances the closing

of the after-packet at the early howrs of 12, 1, and 2 o’clock seems

- unavoidable.

But it will be observed that the hour of the steamers passing
Kedgerce is not 6 4. ar., but about noon, so that the after-packet
which reaches that station at 4 o’clock in the morning is detained
there for nearly cight hours—a delay which if previously notified to
the Post Master General would have enabled that officer to give
the public the advantage of an after-packet closmg ab tho oidinary
mail hour of 6 r. .

The Committee respectfully submit that they thus shew sufficient
ground for the recommendation that if that average hour of arrival
at Kedgeree is continued tho after-packet should be kept open Il
6 o’clock in the evening instead of the ordinary hour of 2 »: .

If however it is declared by the Master Attendant that the hour
of passing Kedgereo cannot be given with any nearer approach to
certainty than is now given, and if the arrangements of the Post
Office, dependent on the Master Attendant’s report, cannot be modi-
fied, the Committee would in such case suggest a plan by which the

¥ of the after-packet to Kedgerce may be niently

abandoned, and the special postal service more expeditiously
performed.

The Honorable the President in Council i aware that the after-
packet s conveyed by land as far as Dismond Harbour, ortoa
point on the river close to that station ; 5 it is then carried across the
river to a place called Kookreehuttee ; thenco by runners to Kedge-

ree, a distance of thirty miles ; and finally placed on board the
dak boat for conveyance to the stoamer,




Tnstead of this arrangement which involves so much time, so
gront a distance, and so frequent changes in the mode of conveying
e after-packet, the Comnittoe suggest the following =~

That the after-packet, except on 'thosc oceasions when the mail
packet goes to sea the day she leaves Caleutta or passes Kedgeree
s0 early the following day as to render it impossiblo for any vessel
+to overtake her from Diamond Harbour, shall invariably close at
6 7. ar. and he curied to Diamond Harbour and there put on
board the Ce or other available Government steamer, which
at all scasons and under all circumstances of wind, tide, and
all weathers, would reach the mail packet in ample time for the safo
delivery of the after-packet, The Celerity would “follow  the
mail-packet leisurely as far as Diamond Harbour, thers anchor for
the night, receive the after-packet on arrival from Caleutta, and
proceed as carly as possible the next morning to reach the mail

steamer. s

As a rule the mail steamers anchor at Culpee, so that the Celerity
would o but a short distance to go: and even if they went
as far as Mud Point or Kedgeree there would still he ample “time
for the Celerity, as from her light draft she could be moving whon
the mail steamer would be unable to proceed. :

Tt appears to the Committoe of the Chamber that this is a much
simpler plan than that now in force, and they canuot conceive any
objection to it cither on the part of the Post Office or of the Master
Attendant as far as the suggested mode of transit is concerned. 1t
may involve a question of cxpenditure, and this the Committee
1t e by saying that if ‘the Government consider the proposi-
tion as one that will ontail extraordinary cxpenditure, which
cannot be justificd even on the score of public convenience, T am
directed to state that as far as the commercial community
concerned they will, in order fo scewre the latest possible hour
for an after-packet, he glad to pay a speeial rate so as to cover such
oxtraordinary expenditure.

T have the honor to be, de.,
I W. I W0OD,

cerelary.
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2. Sinee the Licutenant-Governor has had charge of this Go-
vernment there have been no less than five cases in which there |
has been a failure of justice, both to the parties complaining and . |
to the mercantile public generally, owing, as the Lieutcnant-Glo- |
: : vernor believes, to the maladaptation of the constitution and pro- i
MARINE COURT FOR TRIAL OF PILOTS CHARGED cedure of the court to the trial of such cases. There scems to the
WITH BREACH OR NEGLECT OF DUTY. Licutenant-Governor to be good ground for supposing that the law
) as it stands does not sufliciently protect the interests of the public,
and that the difficulty of obtaining a conyiction against a pilot

APPENDIX T.

+
. No. 2172, acensed of broach of duty is such as practically to cnable him to
From endanger with impunity the ship of which he has pilotage cluuge,
: THE HONBLE A. EDEN, With its valuable cargo, and #lie lives of those on board. - :
N 3. The Lioutenant-Governor will be glad to be favored with the: B i
Offg. Seeretary to the Government of Bengal, opinion of the Chamber as'to whether a change in the law is not N 3 H
To e L anse m . !
neeessary, in order to protect the shipping in this port from the .
THE SECRETARY 7o zur CHAMBER or COMMERCE, effects of the carelessness and’ misconduct of pilots, and whether |
Fort, William, the 16t October 1862, R it would not sn(fwu if a committee of enquily, constituted as the
Marine, Jury of the Marine Conrt now is, were appointed to repoit on any

i
charge brought against a pilot, the Government being loft to- i
docide; on consideration of the Committee’s report, as the exigency !
of tho case might require. N |

4. - It is requested that the .cnclosures may be retwrned. with: i .
your reply. o .

Sir,—T am desired by the Licutenant-Governor to forward, for

Case of . T. P. Firmin, Master Pilot, Free List. the perusal of the
Proceedings of this Government, in the Marine De- Chamber of Com- -
jartment, for May 1862, Nos. 66 to 68. N

P itto ditto for June 1802, Nos. 54 to 7. merce, the accom-.

anying pa B
Caseof Mr. T.. MaoXeil, Zicansed Steam Tug Pitot, L0308 Papers
Troceedings of this Government, in the Marino De- Telating -to five

T have-the honor to be,

partment, for Jund 1862, Nos. 12 and 13 trias by tho Sir,
Case of Mr. J. Conthupe, Acting Mate Pilot. Marine . Your most obedient sery: i
Teetter from Officinting Master Attendant No. 2246, - Court of : ot servant, i
dated 19th August 1862, and enclosures. Pilots charged A, EDEN, . i
Reply of this Officc No. 1890, dated 18th September 1y N . - o
1800, I ‘““; J’mch or Ofy. Seoretiary to-the: Governmént of Bengal. :
— neglec N I
* Case of Mr. F. I1.°T. Bull, Licensed Master Pilot. ]".l 5 of duty . J— N |
Lofir from Offiating Mssir atendint. No. 1i0g, Vhilo in charge of 5 o .
dated 20th June 1862 and enclosures. . ENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Ditto to ditto No. 58T, dated 10tk July 1852, vessols, and Tam . ? i
Ditto from ditto No, ’ms‘l amdczl0 th July 1862, to request tho Caleutta, 20th March 1863. 1 |
Ditto to ditto No. 145T., dated 22nd July 1862, camnest abtention LT HONBLE A, HDEN -
Trom Offeintag Mx?}.s'{;f'ﬁ’i'.ﬁ'&"""’fﬂ"" o7, dateq ©F the Chambor P s i i
From Ofiiciating 1 No. 2507, date ecy. to the Govt. of Bengal. i
26th September 1862 and enclosures. to the present N " . - i
"To ditto No. 2166, dated Joth October 1862 constitution of tho - Sig—The Committeo of the Chamber of Commerce have had |
o Matine Court, which appears to His Honor.cleatly to require N undor ideration the ications from the G ut !
E"“" s . amendimont, of chx.';f\l dated 16th October, 17th November, and 30th and 31st
”"'"‘!y.




hod

December 1862, and the proceedings of the Marine Court by whick
they were-accompanied.

The Committee agree with the Honorable the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor that in the majority of cases referred to in those proceed-
ings there appears to have been a miscarriage of justice, but they
are disposed to. refer it to other causes rather than to a maladap-
tability of the constitution of the court 1o the trial of such cases.

Theoretically, in fact, the court appears to be well adapted for
the conduct of such trials, The mercantile and shipping interests
by their representatives have a majority of votes, and consequently
when pilots escape punisl the ble inf is either
that the case for the prosecution has broken down or that there
has been a misdirection to the jury on the evidence by the judge.

Without entering into a lengthy analysis of the proccedings of
these trials it will be sufficient to say that in the opinioni of the
Committee the acquittals in these cases are clearly referable to the
above causes.

Entertaining this opinion, the Committee are disposed to think
that no sufficient case has been made out for the abolition of the
court as at present constituted, and the substitution for it of a
mere court of inquiry to investigate the facts and report on the
evidence as is d by the Li t-G . This would
in fact be to deprive the court of all authority and to leave each

. case to be dealt with absolutely by the executive, for the Govern-

ment would not necessarily be bound to adopt the conclusions
which such Court might arrive at on the evidence, but would act
independently of their opinion on the advice of the marine autho-
rities,

The Committee are fully satisfied of the entire impartiality with
which such cases would be dealt with by the Government ; but
they think such an alteration in the constitution of the court is- not
desirablo in the interest of the Government itsclf, and they belfeve
that it would he unpalatable to the mercantile and shipping
interest.

Though the Committoe cannot thercfore recommend what would
in fact be virtually an abolition of the cowrt constituted under
Act XII of 1859, there is one point in the procedure under that Act
which they think might advantageously be altered.

Section XVII of the Act provides that if the aceused he found
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guilty the judge shall pass such sentence as hie may think fit. The
Committee are of opinion that the practice under Act XXIV of
1845 should be reverted to, and that the members of the court
should voté on the question.of the punishment to be awarded
as well as on the question of guilty or not guilty. This alterition
is recommended by Captain Howe, and it hias the Committee’s full
approval.

Anotheralteration which, though of less importance, it would,
in the opinion of the Committce, be desirable to introduce when-
ever Act XI of 1859 rcceives amendment, is the addition of a
sccond master of a merchant ship to the number of jurors on cach
trial. ’

With these i in the d and i of the
court and advantage being taken of the present vacancy in the
office of judge to appoint to that office a person who besides an
ability properly to dircct a judicial enquiry should, if possible,
have some special acquaintance with nautical matters, the Com-
mittee see no reason to doubt that the court will prove equal ‘to
the proper adjudication of all cases brought before it.

T hiave the honor to be, .,
H. W. I WOOD,

Secretary.




APPENDIX G

PROPOSED APPOINTMENT OF A MARINE'
MAGISTRATE.

BexeaL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Culcutta, 23rd March 1863,
THE HONORABLE A. EDEN,.
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sir,~TI am desired by the Committee' of the' Chamber of Com-

merce to forward the accompanying copy of a letter addressed to-

the Chamber by several influential members, who are of opinion that

the i of a marine for the port of Caleutta is

Tighly necessary, and beg the Committee will urge such an ap-
i upon the attention of G

i submitting this ieation for the consideration of the-

H ble the Li Governor the C

would venture
to ‘recommend the establishment of such an office which they

think would be attended with much advantage, and to- support the
suggestion that such office should be held by some fit and proper
person who should not only be efficientin all other respects, but
specially qualified by a practical experience of the peculiar char-
acter of sailors and other sea-faring people.

If His Honor would permit the Committec to add another sug-
gestion to the above they would respectfully recommend that the
appointment of marine magistrate be held by the officer who may
be nominated as president or judge of the Marino Court for trial
of pilots : such an arrangement would not they think be unattended
with advantage, aud the duties of both oftices could be porformed.
without dch‘i/mcnt to the public service. .

I have, &c.,
H. W. L Woop,

Secretary.

.
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H. W. I. WOOD, Esq.,

Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

* “Sr,—Tho quostion of suggesting to Government the appoint-
‘ent of a marine magistrate for this port was we believe under

ideration of the il
action was taken in the matter.

We are of opinion that such an appointment is highly necessary,
-and this the decisions in the majority of marine cases at the police
courts sufficiently proves. _

Besides those requisite qualifications to fit a gentleman for the
Deneh, we are of opinion that one having practical knowledge of
the clmmcter'of seamen is essentially necessary to adjudicate on
the many marine cases of daily occurrence by reason of the in-
crease of shipping now visiting this port.

We should be glad if the Chamber would take up the question
and urge such an intment as © Marine Magistrate for the port
‘of Caleutta” upon the attention of Government. !

some time since, but no

We are,
Sir, )
Your's faithfully,
GRANT, SMITH AND CO.
COLVIN, COWIE AND CO.
Pr. RALLI BROTHERS.
P. T. RALLL
JOHN BORRADAILE AND CO.
JENKINS, DEARMAN AND CO.
PEFL, BELLAIRS AND CO.
GEO. HENDERSON AND CO.
MACKEY AND CO.
GROOKE, ROOME AND CO.
MACKINNON, MACKENZIE AND CO.
JNO. OGLE AND 00,
JARDINE, SKINNER AND CO.
BRADDON AND (O,

CALOUTTA, }
March, 1863.




APPENDIX IL '

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT,
_ DESERTION OF SEAMEN.

GENERAL SHIPOWNERS' SoCIETY,

12, Sr. MicEAEL’S ALLEY, CORNHILL,

Loxpoy, 11th November 1862.

Str,—Your letter of the 18th July respectind‘eértain cases of
abandonment-of duty by British scamen at the porb of Caloutta,
with copy of correspondence from Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie and
Co., I have had the honof fo lay before the Committee of this
Society at its meeting this day, and I am divected to say that the
subject shall reccive from them that attention which it calls  for,
and that they will forthwith put themselves in communication with
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade regarding
it—whose reply when received I shall have the pleasure of for-

- warding for the information of the members of your Chamber

of Commerce,
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
!"our most obedient servant,

Wi, BONAR,

Seerctary.
. W, I. ' WOOD, Esa.,

. Secietary, Bengal Chamber of Comnerce.

APPENDIX I

- THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH.

3, STOREY’S GATE, .
S1. James' PARK,
TLoxvor, 27th October 1862.
H. W. I WOOD, Esa., ’ :

. Seeretary to the Chamber of Commerce.

DEir Sir,~~DBy this mail I send you a copy of a letter I have
addressed to the chairman of the East India Railway on'the sub-
jeeb of telegraphic communication in India. ‘Should the rail-
way company consent to treat with a private company-I have
formed a powerful board who are quite ready to take the matter
up; and are only waiting for a reply from the railways. I am firmly
convinced that to carry out the scheme properly and to work the
tolegraph satisfactorily there should be an independent company.
There ought to be two wires at least devoted to the Bombay
traffie, with ramifications to Galle and Kurrachee.  You are doubt-
Iess aware that it is in lation to plete the telegrapl

vid
the Persian Gulf to Kwrachee by January 1864, and this will
make it absolutely. necessary to extend the wires from Bombay
to Kurrachee. Tt will also be necessary o extend the line to Galle,
as the line from Kurrachee to Galle will in fact form a part of the
line of communication to Australia which will bo
sooner or later.

carried out

It will Do self-cvident fo you that for the railway companics,
with their separate interests, and severally and in detached sections,
to undertake a comprehensive scheme like the above, foreign to
their enterprize, camot otherwise than result in a continuation
of the present unsatisfactory system. If the railway companies
attempt the work with their exi i

ting wires it will he a complete
failure 5 if they ercct special wires the scheme will still be hamper-
N . D
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ed with delay, and the object frustrated from want of a united and
perfect organization. :

That the work can only be done properly by a sepaxate company,
working amicably in conjunction with the railways, is my finm
opinion, in which I think you will agree with me ; and T trust the
Chamber of Commerce will render me every assistance in their
power to hasten the completion of a systom of telegraphs through-
out India that shall give the utmost satisfaction.

IMr, Peel and Mr. Clak who are associated with me in the
undertaking have seen Mr, ‘Grant (formerly deputy chairman of
your Chamber) who goes out by this mail and has promised
every assistance in his power.

Believe me,
Yours vory truly,
CHARLES C. ADLEY.

From C. C. Aprey, Esq., to R. W. Orawrorp, Esq., M. P., Chair-
man of the Tast Indian Railway Company, &c., &e:
TLoxpox, 15th October 1862.
Sim,—I have the honor to address you on the subject of com-
mereial hi i in India, in ion with the
Indian railway system.,
You are aware that some time ago the Government of India

offexed to any private company, that might be formed. awithin a -

given time, the. construction of an additional line of telegraph
between Caleutta and Bombay, which was urgently required to
meet the wants of the public, and which the Government were con-
templating erccting themselves.

Proposals weré made to the Government of India for the fomm-
tion of such an independent telegraph company, and certain condi-
tions solicited. These conditions were of such a stringent nature
that it appeared doubtful whether the Government of India would’
accede to them ; and in anticipation of such an cvent, an alternative
course was suggested, viz, to allow the East Indian Railway and
the Great Indian Peninsular I{:ulwmy to provide the p\\bhu with the
neeessary nccommodahon. '
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The Government of India, in reply to these proposals, declined to’

grant the terms sought for by a wholly independent private com-
pany ; but they have met the alternative course proposed in a
most liberal® spirit, and, not confining themsclves to the two rail-
ways ‘above-mentioned, they have granted to the whole of the
Indian railways the concession of sending private and commercial
messages without restriction. This concession Las been publicly
notified in-the Calcutta Government Gazette, and a copy of the letter
addressed o me by the Secretary to the Government of India in
the Home Department, on the subject, is appended for your in-
formation.

This liberal and hensi i 1 extends
.over a wider area than at first contemplated, and virtually throws
open the bulk of the Indian telegraphic correspondence to private
enterprize, in conncction with the Indian railway system.

The question therefore arises, whother, under these enlarged
circumstances, it would come properly within the scope of the

various Indian railway companies to combine together and -carry -

out a comprehensive system of internal telegraphic communication,
or whether this would not be better dono through the medium of
a private company, working amicably in oonjunction with the
various Indian railways.

The subject is a most important one, so intimately is it allied
with the well-being of the railway telegraph and the interests of
the railway companies. It is alsoa very difficult one to grapple
with ; ‘but I will endeavour to lay it before you in cutenso.

TLet ine premise by stating that, if all operations were to be con-
fined merely to the line between Caleutta and Bombay, and all
views contracted within the short-sighted limits of the present day
only," there might be less difficulty in the two railways directly
concerned forming a kind of joint stock amalgamation to carry
out the mecessary w Dbetween the al d places ; but,
doubtless, it will be self-evident that the more business-like course
is to take m;lvnnt‘mge of the wider range of operations now thrown
open, and to form, in conjunction with the various Indian  rail-
\V;n'gys, 4 complete organization, which, passing along the great

“lighways of Indian commerce and trafiic, shall’give to the mer-

cantile, commercial, and banking intorosts of India that perfect,
swift, and veliable system of telegraphic communication of which
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they stand so groatly in need, and which is everywhere notoriously
acknowledged as a erying want.

"Tho great bulk of the existing telegraphic traflic of India passes at:
present hetween Caleutta and Bombay, and Caleutta, Madras, and .
Galle, Tn the course of about one year, it is contemplated  that the
Preak in the communication bebween Kuwrrachee “in India and
Bagdad in Persia will be filled up by the Government of India,
nd thus telographic communication between England and India
will be established, via the Persian Gulf, When this is accomplish-
ed, the great routes of telegraphic traffic will run from Kurrachee to
Bombay and Caleutta, and from Kurrachce to Bombay, Madras
and Galle. 'These routes will also become the morevaluable, shonld
the Telegraph to India Company hereafter take steps to restore their
line from Jubal to Kurrachee, and throw an increased traffic on the
line.. Morcover, should the telegraphic system be curried on to
Australia, as now being moofed, the line from Kurrachee to Bombay
and Galle will necessarily become a portion of the main route of
communication, t

If you will turn to the accompanying map, you will sccthat the
Indian railway system -constructed, -in progress, or in temporary
aboyance, embraces in reality, or nearly so, the above-mentioned
main routes of internal telegraphic communication. There are
only some small short breaks where no railways have ever heen
projected, which will requireto be filled in in order fo complete a
perfect and united system from onc extreme of India to the other.
Upon the map the railway telegraphs open are shewn by a black
line ; those in course of construction by a broken black line ; and
where both railway and telegraph are in abeyance by a - crossed
Dlack line ; the commercial wires proposed to be erected, and the
breaks required to be filled in, are shown by a thick red line.

The lines sketched on the map have been based wpon the acknow-
ledged and indisputable axiom that in order to convey commercial
and private messages the wire or wires used for such business
must be devoted exclusively to it. ~ This is the only \v’ay to work a
commercial telegraphic business with credit, advantage, and com-
plete satisfaction to the public. I am finnly convineed that the
w'{rc or wires erected by the railway companies for railway purposes,
will be altogether inadequate to meot the greab through messago
traflic,  The railway wires will find ample employment in convey-
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sing the Tocal traffic and local business created by a railway, whick
Dbusiness will inerease with every mile of railway opened. - What-
over may be tho capacities of say the East India Railway wires.
t0 convey private mossages at the present, moment, T am more
‘than conifident that when the railway opens throughout to Benares
and Allahabad, the local business created by the railway will be so
great as to render the wires quite incapable of participating in any
of the great through message traffic. Indeod Tam not so corfain
Bub that it will be found necossary, eventually, to crect an additional
wire to accommodate even the railway telegraph traffic. Morcover,
there is always this great and insuperable drawback against employ-
ing the bond fide railway wires for private messages. Whonever an
accident oceurs, the railway wires are alwaysso entirely occupied
with messages from the traffic, locomotive, and permanent way de-
partments following each other in rapid succession, that all extra-
neous Dbusiness has to be thrown aside for a longer or shorter
period, until the derangement to the railway traffic is xe-adjusted.
On such occasions, I have known therailway wires to have been occu-
pied exclusively on railway business from six to twelve howrs at
atime, and have received complaints from the traflic manager if
any private messages delayed or interrupted the more important
and urgent business of the railway. Interruptions of this nature,
and the actual ¢losing of the wires from the public for six to twelve
hows at a time, would be ruinous to the great through commercial
and private business, and little botter than a perpetnation of the
oxisting most wnsatisfactory system. It would also drive the traftic
off into other channcls, and give Tise to competing telegraph lines.
1t is quite clear, then, that one or more separate and distinct com-

- mercial wire or wires must be provided, and exclusively devoted

to all private and commercial business.
You will observe, thon, on again referring to the map, that the
lines thiat will eventually be required to form a perfect network of
inter-communication throughout India, are as follows. :—
To be constructed forthwith on railway posts—
Two wires Caleutta to Allahabad and Bombay ... 1,467 miles.
One wire Bombay to Sholapore . 290
One wire Cuddapah to Madras and Salem e 310
Breaks to he filled up forthwith—
Two wires Sholapore to Cuddapah

»
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Tywo wires Salem to Trichinopoly and Ceylon ... 250 miles,

One wire from Manaar to Point de Galle w250
To be completed by opening Persian Gulf Line—

One wiro Bombay to Baroda and Hyderabad to .

»

Kurrachee .o 468
Two wires Baroda to Hyderabad o410 -y,
One wire Allahabad to Agra and Mooltan w940

»

The cost of erecting these lines, including all branch lines to ad-
jacent towns, lines within the chief cities and towns, with all in-
cidental and other charges, I have estimated as follows :—

£

Calcutta to Bombay 80,000

Bombay to Madras and Galle... 99,250
Deduct, to be afterwards refund-

ed by Railways ... 18,000

81,250

Bombay to Kurrachee 66,850

Allahabad to Lahore and Mooltan 26,500

£254,600

The total capital thus ultimately required wi]l be about £260,000,
and this would form a complete network of telegraphs from one
extrome of Indiato the other, linking together the various dis-
jointed railway telegraphs, extending over a length of 5,600
miles, and embracing all the telegraphic traffic of India of any
yalue.

The first line to be constructed would be from Caleutta to Bom-
bay, with branches from Caleutta vid the Mutlah Railway to Ked-
geree, to Moorshedabad, to Dacea, to Maldah, to Ghazeepore, to
Bomares, with Jines within the cities and towns of Calentin, Benares,
Mirzapore, and Bombay. The whole of this would cost ahoué
£80,000.  This line should be completed forthwith, for every day’s
delay only affords a pretext for other competing lines to be started.
The next line to follow rapidly on the above, would be that fron;
Bombay to Madras and Galle, by filling up the existing breaks
between the railway telegraphs, which are not Iikely to 'l:c made

* for some yearsto come. If thought advisable, however, the con-
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struction of this linc might be delayed till a later period, unless the

pressure from without should render it mecessary to hurry the

project towards completion. The rémainder might be delayed a

while according to circumstances, bub it must be borne inmind

that the plan sketched out is what is absolutoly necessary to de-
velope the telegraphic traffic of India to its fullest extent, and which
must be carried out sooner or later.

Having $hus dilated on the subject, and endeavoured o convey
to you some idea of the comprehensive nature of the scheme, T
will proceed to notice the question as to whether the work would be
Detter done by the railway companies conjointly, or through the
‘medium of a private company. N

The main, if not tho only, argument in favour of the xailway
comnpanios doing the work themselves in combination is this :—

A reduction of the working expenses on the railway tolegraph,
b carrying ho profis gained upon the commercial wires to tho
erodit of the railway wires. These profits may become so laxge as
to cover the whole cost of maintenance and working of the railway
telograph, thus enabling the railway company to have all their
“ ownwork done for nothing, besides even possibly paying a divi-
dend upon the whole of their telegraph capital.

The arguments that can be advanced on the opposite side are
as follows:—

’ 1st. To carry out the measure successfully would require a
peifect organization, and more extensive machinery than the
railays possess.

9. It would form a distinct business of itself, and involve
an infinity of detail that would hardly come within the scope
of a railway company. !

3. A responsible board, who will devote their attention to
their own and the general interests, on whom the public can

* rely and to whom they can appeal, would give more promi-

nonce, stability, scomity, and confidence to the public, than if
that responsibility were scattered over a number of disconnect-
cd sections of separate railways. .

4. A private company, working with unguaranteed capital,
would be capable of immediate action, and have the ability to
exceute works without delay, and withou perpetual roferences.
It would form a combined and powerful orgauization, which by

|
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opening out the extremes of India in conjunction with the-
railway system, could not fail to be otherwise than mutually

Dendficial to both, On the other hand, the want of such a.

united and perfect organization would be fatal to the enter-
prize, and deprive the local railway routes of an amount of
business which they might not obtain for years f;o come, and
possibly not at all.

Such are the main arguments that may be adv: -anced on hoth sides
of the question, and I submit them for your consideration.

T have also thought it advisablo to take the opinion of Mossrs..
Sir Charles Bright and Latimer Clak who, as engincers to the
Tleetric and International and Submarine and British Telegraph
Companies, have had the most experience in -the management and
working of commereial telegraphs in England, and a copy of their
letter is enclosed.  You will observe, that the tenor of it is against
the railway companies doing a bond fide telegraph business ; and it
would scem at first sight that such a business is as distinet from the
railway as the collection and dolivery of the mails, or any other
similar separate service. You will also see that they have in
contemplation the formation of a private telegraph company for
India.

I will now procced to the financial part of the question, and show
the probable profits to be derived from the undertaking.

For this I must refer to the latest puhllshcd loports of the
Government of India on the tclerrmlﬂL

T find that, during the six months of Novcmbc] Deccm])nr,
January, February, March and April in 1858-59 and 1809-60, the
receipts were as follows

1858-59. 1859-60.
Kovember ... .. .. 24158 29,430
December ... ... . 25,685 PR 38,461
Jamuary .. .. 20802 L. .. 40,078
Fobruary ... 29,563 o e 42,873
March ... 31,451 40,960
Apl Lo L . 32,956 41,534

Rs. 178,705 -

Rs. 233,336
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3t we double these amounts, it would give, as reccipis for cach
year, Rs. 347,410 for 1858-59, and Rs. 466,672 for 1859-60 the
acbual roceipts for the above, according to the Govermment returns
being Rs. 285,705, and Rs. 423,991 during the two years respective-
ly. My object in doubling the receipts for the six working months,
¢ the
dry months, tho-telegraph works more rogululy, and the pxﬂ)llc have
« corbain confidence in it ; but, diveetly the xains sot in, the constant
intorruptions and delays to the lines (which canbe avoided) makes
the traffic fall off considerably. No accounts have heen published,
o my Imowledge since 185960 ; but the traflic has increased

and taking that as the annual rovenue is, because these being

areatly, there hoing in 1860-G1 an increase of 38,017 mossages
“over 1859-60, as the following will show i
Total Number. Trivate. Government.
185850 .. IS8 .. 10LIGE .. 56,670
185960 .. 202,434 170,566 ... 81863
186061 ... 240,451 ...  208,5837 .. 81,8687

Tn fact, $ho traffic has increased largely cvery year, and from a
newspapor reccived only a couple of mailsago from India, T observe
it statod that the Government Guzefle had announced that the
«Jines wore choked with mossages.”  According to the above ratio,
Towover, in the iner

of the messages, it would appear that in,

1860-61. tho receipts would hiave incrensed to £58,208 5 and furthor

supposing the Govornment lines working well all through the year
without angrintorruptions during the raius, the receipts would have
approached something like £64,167.

But theso receipts musb be looked upon as the minimum only, for
it is & notorions fact that the tolegraph systom in Indin is auything
bub properly developed 5 and there can be no doubt that ouos a
safe and reliable system wero established, which worked with
accuracy and rapidity through all seasons of the year, the amount
of correspondence that would be carried -on would swrprise tho
most sanguine oxpectations. In support of such a view, I would

- allude to the fact, that the messages sent by the native bankers

and merchants inercased from 39,724 in 1858-59, to 71,554 in
185960, heing an increaso of nearly 75 per cent, This is a most
important item, as it shows, that the natives, who are always slow
to adopl an improvement, will'adopt it when to their advantage to
do so.
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1 find further; on reforring to the Government reports, thiat
about three-fourths of the business on the Government telegraph,
passes over the Calcutta and Bombay, and Madras and Galle lines.
If, therefore, calculating from the Government returns, we take the

receipts in the year 1860-G1 at £38,298, we should have about -

£43,723 passing over the above lines.  If, again, we assume as tho
probable returns the highersum of £64,167, we shall have the
gross annual returns about £48,125.

Taking, then, the present returns as £43,723 a year, and deduct-
ing from this about £25, 000 for working expenses; we shall havo
about £17,000 for a dividend, which will e mord than 10 per cent.
on the capital outlaid.

Having thus laid before you the salient features of tho q\lcstion, '

T must now leave the matter in the hands of yowrself and the
directors to decide on the best course to be pursued in c:\u'ymg oub
the undertaking.

If I have not made mysclf sufficiently clear I shall be happy to
wait on you and supply any further information'in my power.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient and lumble servant,
CHARLES C. ADLEY.

" No. 4004.

TFrom B. C. Baviry, Bsq., Sccrctary to the Government of India,
{0 C. C. Aprey, Bsq., 3, Storey’s Gaie, St. James's Parl,
London.

Dated Fort, William, Gth August 1862.

S1r,—T am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter,
dated the 10th of June, on the subject of the
establishment, by private enterprize; of a line
of telegraph between Caleutta and Bombay.

2. In the sixth paragraph of your letter, you specify certain
conditions as being necessary to form the basis of the terms of
any agreement that may be entered into hetween the Government
and the proposed telegraph company.

Tioxe DEPT.
Elec. Tel.
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3 The first and second of these proposals ‘(q\\otcd in the margin)

«That the Government of Tndia grant to thie 1O G‘_"'?‘"“"Ge“"”‘ L
« propased - telegraph —company the - cwe,l\ls;)\c Council is unable to ac-
« privilege of. crecting a private telegraph be- N .
«Zween Calentta and Bombay, and that, diring ~ ¢ede $0. The  Govern-
 the existence of sueh a company and their  ment charges, ibhas heen
“ affording full satisfuction, no othier company 1895, e
« or companies shall be allowed to” convey any  already announced, will

] above places of .

:,f;e\“.j:}!“"“ the above places not be reduced  helow
“ 2. That the Government shall'not_compeld _ their present rates, or
“ with the proposed company in_any way what-~ +
« soever, but will reserve their own line exelus  below any “lower rate
 sively for Government purposes.” | “which a private fole.

raph company onthe same line may Dereafter adopt, and on this
pointno further'concession can, the Governor-General in Council
conceives, bo fairly asked by any private company, nor would it be
consistont with regard to what is justly due to the public intercsts
to grant it.

4. With'regard to the alternative coutse suggested in your Itter,

* that permission should be given to the railway companies to ac-

commodate the daily increasing wants of the public, I am desired
to state that the Government has determined to withdraw, generally,
the restriction at present placed on railway companics, as to the
conveyance of privato messages from and to places between which
there may be a Government telegraph, and the ‘railway companies
will, therefore, be free in future to receive and forward such message,

irresp of the exi: of Govermment Jines of tclegraph,
This coiicession will be at once notified in this country.

1 Jiave thie honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Sigued)  E. C. BAYLEY,

Seoretary to the Government of Tndic.

1; Vrcroria Struer, WESTMINSTER,
" Octoler ot 1862,
Drar Sir,—With refercnce to our interview with you on-ihe
subject of the conveyance >f comumereial messages for the public
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over the lines of railway companies, we beg o inform you that- in
{lifs country such a system is not found to woik satisfactorily,
owing to the comparatively Timited range over which the operations
of any single company oxtend. In Europe all the business is
done through the agency of Governments or companics, \V]m de-
vote their exclusive attention to the subject, and orgauize an univer-
sal system over large aveas with ramifications extending to all the
principal towns. They also, in many cases, maintain the mll\v.\y
telographs, and receive anmmal payments usually of from £3 10 £5
per milo for ‘el servieo ; between a fow of the largest towns only
they. maintain the railway companies’ wires gratis, in return for
right of way. Whorever the transmission of private messages
Jias been attempted, ib s beon found, owing to the necessary pre-
cedence given to railway business, it has failed to give satisfaction
to the public, and has oceasioned much complaint, and;at the same
time has intorfered scriously with the working of the railway
traflic by -oceupying -the wires and taking up the time of th
olticers ; in fact, it ias not béen regarded as appertaining to the

business of a railway company.

Tt is but right we should inform you that, during your lato visit

o India in conneetion with the telegraph to Indin company, we
were in communication with the Indian Government on the sub-
jeob of the formation of a system of commercial telegraphs in
Tndia, and at the present time the board of anew company for this
object is nearly organized, and they purpose, by arrangements with
the Indian Government and railway companies, and by the ercction
of now lines, to form a complete. systom of Indian commorcial
telegraphs. :

o Ttis their intention to apply to the Bast Indian Railway Company
for permission to ercet wires on their line as part of a general system,
and they would probably he prepared to pay for this. privilege as
mueh as could be gained by working the local traflic only,

We are, dear Sir,

Yours faithfully, |

(Signed)  DBRIOHT AND CLARK.

APPENDIX J. (L)

COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE PUNJAB.

No. 931 or 1862

Troar

T SECRETARY 1o GOVERNMENT, PUNJAD,
To .
Tue SECY., BE\YG@L CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Cavcurra.
N Dated 13th December 1862.

Revenue Department.

Forwards extrach paras. 13 to 139, and appendices Nos. IT. and
1V. of Tinancial Commissioner’s report for the year 1861-62, as
containiing the information required by the Chamber of Commerce,
Bengal. N

By order, &e.,
R. H. DAVIES,

“Seoretary to Government, Punjab..

APPENDIX No. 4

Ttract from lotter dated 18th September 1862.
ADDRESSED py J. C. MURPHY, Eso.,

To TFINANCIAL COMMISSIONER, PUNJAB. *
o results of my exporimonts, with the difforent des-
of cotbon which T tried, may be bricfly stated thus.

Gth.—Indian cotton ordinary crop, produced per heegal, of 3,025
Tnglish squaro yards, 12 maunds of kupas, yielding at from 12 to
14 scers of cleaned cotton per maund, from & maunds 24 scers to
4 mannds 8 scers 3 the cost of gatl :
paid out of the cotton, I forget-now, whether an cighth or tenth

having been proviously
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of the quantity picked was the rato.. - These rates of produce are-
cquivalent to from: 5 maunds 303 seers to 6 maunds 283 seers per-
acre ; in maximum crops, I havo heard, and, from my own' observa-+

tions, beliove, that the out-turn of cleaned cotton frequertly is” ag*
much as 5 maunds per beegal, or 8 maunds per acre.
7¢h.—The Sea Island eotton, a most beautiful artiele of « trans-

parent whiteness, with a slightly bluish tinge, affording the finest:
1ibre, though perhaps not the longest staple, I foundl could mot bo-,
depended upon.” If I remember rightly, tho imported seed did
not germinate freely ; and of the plants which came up many wore
blasted by the first season of hot winds, and of those that survived
the rains-many more were killed out and out by the frost of the
" ensuing winter, so that the results were extremely unsatisfactory.
The seed of the first genoration not succceding better I gave up»
this description altogether. .

. 8th.—The Nankin cotton was altogether a worthless' product.
The peculiarity about it avas its rather deep red. colour which no
bleaching could reduce, the colowr extending to the very sceds. Its
yicld did not excced about 2 maunds per beegal of 3,025 yards,.
and it was otherwise obviously unsuited to the soil and climate. -

9th.—The Egyptian cotton also did not promise’ well ; while:
apparently suited to the soil and climate, and yielding a_prodice’
somewhat superior, it seemed to possess no advantages over the:
common indigenous cotton of the country which might not be:
succbsstully attained by the improved cultivation'of the latter.

10th.—The New Orleans cotton was the description, decidedly
adapted for this country. The imported seed germinated freely ;
the yield the very first gathering, that is in the autwun succeeding
jts sowing, was equal to,.if not larger than, that of the indigenous
article ; the fibre was beautifully fine and smooth, and the staple:
from an inch to an inch and half in length. Some samples of what
T grew wero sent to Manchester by Mr. Smith, and were' declared
t0 he barely inferior to the best deseription of extra fine imported
from the Southern States of America. The seeds of the first;
second, and third showed no ptible deteriorati
while the spring. and autumnal gatherings, from the plants raised
from the original imported sectl_,. went on increasing yearly in
quantity. -

11th.—Always taking a great interest in the cultivation of cotton
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in this contry, T have been loft' no time, by my public dutics,
especially within the last-ton or fifteen years, to 4dd to the ox<
perience obtained more than twenty years ago. I have, however;
readwith interest, succceded by disappointinent, accounts of many
oxperiments made singe then with the view of developing the ca-
pability of India as a field for the production of cotton. The onc
spocial point in which these accounts liave invariably causod me
disappointment was the quantity of the produce per acre.
12th.—With the general impression so strong against my convie-
*tions on' the subject, I would need to be cautious in asserting'the

“yesults as to the produce obtained by myseclf, were I-not ina

position to claim credence for them on calculations having' in’ them
something of the precision of mathematical demonstration.

13th.—The acre contains 4,840 yards. ~As the natives sow cotton
broad-cast, I inay say nine plants at the very least might bo
assigned to-cach squave yard. At this rate, the plants should be
of fair ordinary* health and growth. Let it bo assumied that each
of these plants would bear at £he lowest estimate ten full and
perfectly uninjured capsules, cach capsule would give 27 soceds,
and half the weight of the 27 seeds in cleaned cotton. The weight
of the 27 seeds would be more than the -tenth part of a rupec
as may be, ascertained any day by weighing 250 healthy seeds
talon from the cotton seed selling in the market, which would
weigh . about a rupce, Hence the account for an acre would be
thus: 9 plants in 1 square yardX10 capsules from each plant X
27 seeds in cach capsule=2,430 sceds, -+ 200 sceds, woighing
1 Rupee = (nearly) 10 rupees, or'2 chittacks X4,840 square yards
= 15 maunds b seers of cotton seed, the produce of an acre, that
is two-thirds of the gross out-turn in kupas, the romaining third,
7 maunds 22} seers being the eleancd cotton, the produce of
an acre. ,

14th.—~1 mentioned my estimate of the produce of cotton to,
you on the 2Ist ultimo; and, stmngﬂy cnough, only four days
after, by the merest chance, I read in the Delhi Gazetic of the
same date, a notice of the cultivation of cotton in Australia, in
whicl' the produce is said to have been 600 pounds, o7 maunds
20 scers per acre, grown in unprepared land without any knowledge
of thio cultivation. This rosult would appear -to have been from
one gathering. I enclose the account to which T allude.
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—The wain causes for full resulls not having hitherto heen
obtained from New Orleans cotton in, T may say, all tlie ex-
periments made on any considerable  scale in India, - would
appoar to me to have been chiclly sowing ab wrong scasons of the
yoar, and defective methods of sowing, combined with negleet of
proper earc in weoding ; clearing the plants of rotten and decaying
branches,” leaves, flowers and capsules, and watering at impropér
times, thab is, somotimes before and sometimes after it was: ab-
solutely required. s

16¢h—The solection of the soil is by no means a difficulty. Al
varietics of equally productive soils have appeared to me equally
well adapted for cotton. Thus for instance, wherever sugarcanc,
wheat, or gram grows Iuxuriantly, it may be expected  that cotbon
will thrive equally well.

17th.—Out of the tropies, the most appropriate season for sowing

s from the 15th to $he end of April. The sun Ias then acquired |

flicient heat to produce-healthy ination, and time is gained
to admit of the plants attaining a strength and growth, qualifying
them to resist the frost of the cnsuing winter. !

18th. —The mode of sowing is the next matter. Professor Royle,
in a paper on cotton cultivation, drawn up in 1834, recommended
sowing in lines to facilitate the cireulation of air; and J(ccordi]lg
0 it, in most experiments which I have scen, the sowings have heen
in parallel dvills from two to threc fect apart ; but heyond this,
t]mre‘]ms been little or no attention to the preservation of wniform
distances Dotween the plants, for in the drills they have been, in
some places, more or less crowded, and in some more or less apart.
The American method, I believe, is and this is the one I pursued,
to have the field divided into square yards ; to dig civenlar holes
ab the intersections of the lines forming the squares, about a foob
in-diameter, and 6 or 8 inches deep ; o have these holes half filled
with rich mould, and the mould well mixed with the soil below.
The holes, arc then watered to cause the mould to mingle well with
the soil, and fiffeen days or so after the ground is fit for sowing.
Six or cight selected healthy seeds are put down in each hole ab
equal distances, about two inches under tho surface. Bight or ten
days after tho seeds have germinated two or three of the weakest
plants should be pulled up out of each hole, and those remaining

should be allowed to grow together for a week or ‘so more when
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another removal of the weakest plants from ecach hole should be-
made, and so on till.one, the healthiest plant of the lot, is left:in
each hole. s

19¢h.—After- the plants bave attained a growth .of 10 or 12
inches, too- much care cannot be obsorved in frequent weeding,
cleansing the plant of decaying branches, leaves, flowers and
capsules ; and also in removing all decaying vegetable matter
from the ground. Care in this latter particular is of the-greatest
consequence to cnsure good quality, as in case dry leaves
or grass-are allowed to lio about the roots, a peculiar species of
inseot is, bred, which punctures the capsules and deposits  its
laiva inside; - These larvas arc hatched into grubs in- the capsule
and gerionsly:damage the cotton in more respects than one.

20¢h.—THie watering, of course, depends upon the roquircments of
the crop, according to the season of the year, too much moisture
being mearly as baneful as too little. In the rains the flooding of

* tho fields should be prevented by drainage when necessary. .

. -21st.~Tho gathering dnd preparing for the store roomare also
processes which nood” much abtention, and if it is wished I will
refor to them in a fubure letber.

Eatract Paias. 133 to 139 of Financial Commissioner’s. Annual
Report-on Revenue Administration for the year 1861-62..

133rd.—~I have left to the last my remarks on the- article which
is the most important of all at the present time,
viz : cotbon—and I annex. to this letter, as
Appendix No. II, a statement of the area cultivated last year,
so far as this has been ascertainable, in juxtaposition with that of
the year p di Trom a i with the stat

(marked I) which accompanied my last report, it will be scen
that in no division does the arca of last year accord in the two
statements, and. the cause of the discrepancy is not oxplained.
In the aggregate however, there is no great difference, the present
otwn shewing 4,81,351 acres, against 4,67,513, in the former one.
The chicf incrense is in the Delhi division, of which the former
rebwrns must hivve been altogether erroncous ; but from the mode

Cotton.
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in swhicl the reburns have this year been obtained, I fully believe '

the present to bo the most correct.

134th,—The return for the present year: gives an aggregate of
5,47,414 acres, being an increase upon last year, of 66,063 acres
shich is much less than might have been expeeted from the most
unprecedented prices which have latterly ruled in the markets ;and
the great excitement prevailing in regard to it, at the Presidency
towns more especially. Last year the prico of cotton, as shewn
by the returns then submitted, ranged from ten to about twelvo
rupees per maund.  Now the price of fair cotton at Kurrachee has,

1 believe, risen from twenty-five to tliirty rupees, and is expected to .

yeach thirty-five or forty, if the cxcitement continue ;.and whereas
at this time last year, the native dealers appeared quite unconscious
or indifferent, and I believe the only persons who then thought of
exporting largely, were Messrs, Cope and Co. of Umbitsur ; now
it is said that people aro going about from village, purchasing cvery
seer they can procure, at prices not heretofore thought. of. ~Every
effort was made by district officers, to whom a circular was issued
for the purpose early in the sowing season, to rouse the agri-
culburists to a sense of the imiportance of the erisis ; but it would
appear not to have been until advices from Bombay and Kurrachee
worked conviction on the minds of the trading classes, that it began
t0 be apprehended—too late to have much offect on the sowings of
the present season—insomuch that in many districts, it will bo seen
the arca sown has actually fallen since last year—owing mainly
to tlie continuousness of the'rains when they first scb in.

135th.—Still thero has been, as above stated, some increase—

and it is estimated that 6,02,466 maunds will be produced at the
least ; if the scason prove as favorable as it promises at present
to be. Of this quantity district officers assume that not more
than 1} lakh of maunds (ten millions of 1bs.) will be available for
cxport—but I feel pretty sure myself that four times this amount
will be exported during the current year, if the same high prices
continue, and the means of transport be available. Tven at the
- end 'of May last, after the close of the year, Mr. Cope assured me
that at least 10,000 maunds had been purchased for export within
one week in the vicinity of Umritsur ; and since then further
purchases have been constantly going on, showing how much more
may be forthcoming on an emergency than is ordinarily. supposed.

xlii

‘In the same letter, that gentloman added,—*“The export of cotton

will add about three lakhs to agricultural rebwms in these parts—

and if it continue the result will bo much largor,” an cstimate

which T am, by no means, inelined to regard as excessive.
136th.—The greatest ‘difficulty experienced, 1 fully expeet, will

" e in regard to means of conveyance, ‘as there are at present no

presses in the Punjab except one screw press made over some years
ago, by Government to Mr. Contes at Ferozepore, and two Hydrau-
lic presses, which he is now sctting up entirely at his own cost;
there. is little likelihood of its being possible to got cotton pressed
0 any large amount—and without this, steamers are unwilling to
tako it as froight ; all is heing dono, I beliove, that is possible with
the means ab command, to open out and improve roads for the
conveyance of cotton, but the available land carriage of the coun-
{1y is limited. Our rivers arc undoubtedly our natural outlet, and
if aiything can be done towards securing a larger number of Dboats
on these, at the time when the cotton crop ripens, it would I think

. bo wis6 Lo adopt every availuble expedient to this end.

187¢h.—Tho opinion appears to bo now becoming inore and more
general, that the variety of sced best
adapted for this province generally, is
‘the Egyptian ;- and in this view I was authorized by Government,*
ab the beginning of the rains, to avail myself of an offer made by
Mx. Cope to sow on behalf of Government two maunds of it, which
lie had succeeded in socuring, so as to inerease as much as possible
the supply of seed for next ycar’s sowing. There seems to be little
or no doubt, that April is the propor time to sow this deseription
of sced, so that as this was not sown until the boginning of the
rains, it"is probable that the crop of cotton will not be large, but
a good supply of sced may I trust be looked for, Mr. Copo is
endeavouging ‘ab the same time to obtain further supplics from
other quarters, and that gentleman is entitled to our cordial
lod, for the fasm with which, apart from his
own interests, and ot ly cven in opposition to them,
Tie enters into every project for the introduction of new products,
or imprévement of existing ones, and for the valuable information
and suggestions which lie frequently affords.

138th.—While, however, there is cvery reason to believe that
imported varicties of cotton will prove greatly superior to the ordi-

» No. 524 dated 7th July 1862,
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' nary indigenous. varietics, there can be no:doubt that very much
might be done to improve the produce of our oxisting species, and
of the crops ordinarily raised by our cultivators, by greater care in
picking, by bettor selection of seed reserved for sowing, and by
adopting all such arrangements as are found to render the fibro
better adapted to the Hurope markets. A better proof of this
could hatdly be desired than what is afforded by the very encrgetic
and successful experiment made by Mr, L. Berkeley at Dolhi, to
which the Commissioner refers ; and now that machinery is being
adapted, by some of the.Manchester spinners, to suit it for work-
ing up Indian cotton, this has hecome a matter of greater impor-
tance-than ever. I understand that the best Indian cotton now
sells in England at 16} pence per Ib., and could some of our Buro:
pean capitalists connected with the cotton trade be induced, after
the example set by the. Belfast Association in regard to flax, to
send out agents to this country capable of instructing the people,
and authorised to give prices varying with the excellence and elean-
ness of the cotton produced ; two or three years would sec a vast
change effected. I subjoin three cxtracts,* relating to the cotton

raised by Mr. Berkeley which will be read with interest.

41, The cotton alluded to was raised in n picce of Jand in the old canton-
ments of Delhi from picked indigenous Seed. No partieular care was taken in
jts cultivation. It was carefully picked and cleancd, and the common Indian
gin was used fo separate it from the sced. Iam certain that by a better mode
of cultivation the indigenous cotton is capable of great improvement.”

o, A somple was sent through Colonel Browne, late Commissioner of Delhi,
1o the Cotton Associntion in Manchester—and the value was fixed by competent
Judges at 11 penco per pound, and a_ very favorable notice made of it in tho
English papers.” .

Eatracts from the Cotton Supply Report puilished in tho Overland News.

« Lieutonant Colonel. Browne, Inte Government Gommissioner at Delhi, who is
now in England, has submitted to the inspection of the Association, o sample of
indigenous cotton grown at Dell, by T Derkeley, Tisq., which, for color aid
cleanfiness, can scareely be surpassed ¢ its staple is very short, yet owing to its
.llvllllﬁlll\ condition, it has been valued at 11d. per lb.

Norn.—¢ Since the above was written, and while this report is undergoing
transcript, I have received a communication dated 13th September, from Mr. J.
C. Murphy, Judge of the Sthall Cause Court at Umritsur, in which he states that
the produce per acre of 4,840 square yards obtnined from Indian sced, in Some
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139th.—In my last Toport I expressed the opinion that the
Punjab could not compete, as a cotton producing country, with

" portions of the Bombay presidency and of Hyderabad and Nagpore,

“which have long been distinguislied as supplying the very best
descriptions of cotton, and although I still believe this to be. true,
supposing the domand to bo limitted, yeb with the enormous’ de-
‘mand now cxisting, it is clearly the interest and the duty of every
portion of the empire, in which cottonis grown, to do its utmost
towards swolling the supply—and from what has been said _above,
it may bo assumed with cortainty, that wo know as yot bub little
of the improvements which skill and capital may effect even here.
Tho accompanying return gives the average produce of cotton fibre
per acre in the Punjab, ab about 88Ibs., but I believe this to be"
below the mark, in anything like a tolerable year. The Hissar re-
purn gives 156lbs., and -Mr. Cope informs me that his enquires

Jead him to believe that 150Ibs. is a fair average about Umritsur,

180 or 200Ibs. being considered a good crop, and as much as 3001bs.
béing gathered in exceptionally favourable years. I observe it
stated in Porliament by Mr. Caird, that in Darwar the average
produce had been inereased, by the introduction of Egyptian
cotton seed, from 90 to 200ibs. per acre. .

experiments made by him in the vicinity of the Tastern Jumna Canals about 20
years ago, under the auspices of Mr. Smith, Commissioner of Customs, was from.
5 maunds 50 scers (460 1b3) to 6 maunds 28 scers (536 1bs.)) of cotton fibre, mnd
in maximusm: crops, he believes tho ont-tun to be as much 2s 8 maunds (540 1bs.)
Tt is 0. bo - observed however that the soil in that quarter which s now, as it was
then, under the Government, N. W. Provinces, is generally highly productive,
and possesses overy facility for abundant and timely irrigation—while Mr.
Murphy estimates the fibre at one-third of the entire out-turn ; which s certaiuly
‘much more than the average obtained in the Punjab.

«1r. Murphy niso notices @ communication from Australia, published in &
Caleutta paper, which Tad already attracted my own attention ; anuouncing that
New Orleans Cotlon grown in the district of Morcton Lay, had yielded, in one
instance, 600 1bs,, of clean cotton to the acre; ¢ although the land was mot espe-
cially prepared for the crop, and Jittle was known about the cultivation”

«2r. Murphy's letter s so interesting, and contains 5o much that may be
useful fo those in a position to promote the growth of cotton and improvement
of its culture, that T aunex a large portion of it as appendix No. 4.



APPENDIX II.

Comparative Statement of the estent of Cotton Cullivation in the Punjab, 1861 and 1862,
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D. F. McLEOD,

(Signed)

Financial Commissioner of the Punjab.

AHORE, f

FixaNeIaL CoMMISSIONER'S OFFICE, L.

The 30th August 1862.

APPLENDIX J. Q)

REPORT ON COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE
CENTRAL PROVINCES.
From C. Berxawn, Bsa., Officiating Secrctary to Chicf Commis-

sioner, Central Provinces, to- Cooxn H. M. DuRrAxD, .C. B,
o Seeretaryto the Government of India, Torcign Department,—(Xo.

307, dated Nagpore, the 19th January 1863.)

Str,—T ‘am desired by the Ofiiciating Chief Commissioner to
report as follows, for the information of His Excellency. the Go-
vernor-General of India in Council, regarding the produce of
cotton and the arca under cotton cultivation in the Central Pro-
vinces during the season 1862, compared with the scason 1861.

9. The subject may be treated of in three, parts, corresponding
with the three main topographical divisions of the country,

“Wurda valley and lands-south of - the Sathpoora Range of Hills,
the Nerbudda valley, north of that rauge, and the Chutteesgurh
Platean and tho Mahanuddy and Godavery valleys. Thoir relative
iimportance, in respect to their cotton producing capabilities, will

* o found to be in the order in which they are named.

3. Tirst then in respect to the Wurda valley and lands south
of the Sathpoora Range. Under this heading, may be included the
administrative sub-divisions of— a

Nagpore. )

Wurda.
Chanda,  { Nagpore Division.
Bhundara.  J

Chindwarra.

Seonco. Jubbulpoor Division.

Baitool. sion.

4. - The districts of Nagpore and Wurda, only recently divided
into-two separate charges, may bo considered together, the statistics
of each not being readily separable ; they, morcover, jointly form
what may be -called the cotlon field of the Central Provinces.

: G




The extent and capabilitics of this tract have already been so fully
described in the Administration Report, submitted with this Office
letter, No. 20, dated 5th August 1862, and in the report on the
Godavery navigation projects now in the press, and which will be
submitted in a fow days, that a recapitulation here may bo
unnecessary. The extent of land under cultivation during the
scason of 1861 in the valley of the Wurda is stated at 2,82,648

* acres, whilst in 1862 it had increased to 3,53,510. The estimated
yield of cleaned cotton is for 1861 19,845,304 Ibs. and for 1862,
- 81,954,908 1bs’: thus showing an increase of area brought under
cotton cultivation equal to 25 per cent.,  and an ‘inercase of
production equal to 60 per cent. But the year 1861 was not an
average year; the latter rains almost cutircly failed, aflecting
the growth and development of the plant. The ineréase might,
therefore, be considered more relative than veal. But if, as is
very genorally admitted, the ayerage yield of cleaned cotton per
acre is 68 1bs., then a small increased production has actually been
obtained in 1862 over antccodent years. The local authorities
are of opinion that the increased cultivation is due to the greater
demand and higher prices existing in 1862, and to the larger area
available for autumn sowings by reason of the inability of the
cattle, wealkened by the drought of 1861, to propare the land for
the Rubbee crops.

5. Chanda.—The valley of the Wurda penmetrates into this
district along the left bank of the Wurda xiver, gradually becom-
ing narrower as it approaches the old city of Chanda. Tho extent
of land under cotton cultivation along this tract, and to some
small extent more in the interior of the district, is estimated at
18,000 acres in 1861, and 15,000 acres in 1862 ; and the.yield at
1,180,800 Tbs. of cotton in 1861, against 820,000 in 1862. This
estimate is considered very low, but' the season has been very
unfavourable ; and if anything untoward occurs to the cotton,
the land is immediately taken up for other purposcs.

6. Bhundara is principally a rice growing country, lying to the
cast of the Wurda valley, from which it is separated by some hilly
country. It is reported to produce no cotton,

7. Chindwarra, Baitool, and Sconce are districts rather in the
Sathpoora Hills than south of them. The climate or the soil, or
both, are considered inimical to the cotton plant. The scanty

i

prodiige of cotton in these uplands will be found. in accompanying
table.

the Sathpoora Range of Hills, ‘as above’ described, the total avea.
undor cotton cultivation during 1861 may be stated at 3,15;0641
acres against 3,86,708 in 1862; whilst the total yield during 1861
may be stated at 21,642,178 1bs. against 33,706,838 Tbs. in 1862.
Now if, as has been-shown above, the greater demand and higher
prices in 1862 have @nhﬁb\\t&d towards incrcasing the cultivation

" of cotton, it might be’reasonable to suppose that alarger pro- -
portion of the gross yield will bo exported this “scason than here- -

tofore, when the “demand and prices weié comparatively’ much
lower. The proportion exported in past years is well known $o be
about one-third the grdss produce. At that rate "alone we ‘should
export this season some 5,000 tons of cotton ; and, if the cireum=
stancos of the times-be takon into consideration, it might not be

very far wrong-to say that half as much again will be exported

this'scason, or, at the least, 6,000 tons of 2,2401bs. A portion of
tliis will probably avail itself of the railway to Bombay for the first
time. Heretofore the cotton has gone by the Almednuggur and
Poona route: This year a part at least will go through Behar to
tho rail, which will have reached-to Sheogaon near Akola in- that
province. .

9. Prices liavo risen‘cxcessively of late. Last year they ranged
abRs. 70 por bhoja of 262 Ibs. which showed a higher' rate than

“any previously known. They have now risen to Rs. 120 per

bhoja. .
10. I amnext to refer to the’ districts north of the Sathpoora
Range forming tho valley of the Nurbudde, they are—
Saugor. Z
Dumoh. Saugor Division.
‘Hoshungabad. S
Jubbulpore.
DMundla. Jubbulpore Division.
Nurshingpore.
11.. Saugor;—In this distriet the quantity of land under cotton
cultivation is stated at 28,675 acres in 1861, and 81,519 acres in
1862, the yield! being 1,236,724 fbs, and 1,238,856 bs. -for those

8. Taking the Wurda: valley with the lands in and south of
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of cotton exported from Raepore in past years. * The scason of 1862
Tas certainly Deen very unfavourable in Raepore, the rains conti-
nuing much longer than usual to the injury of the cotton crop,
The high range of prices has, it is reported, induced the dealers to
yeserve in store a large quantity of the produce of 1861, all of
which, with a large proportion of the ewrrent year’s out-turn, may

e expected to be carried to the ports for exportation this season,
son,

the route being by the Mahanuddy to Cuttack on the eastern
const. :

20. Sumbulpore, situate further east in the valley of the Mohs=
nuddy, has also suffered from the heavy and late rains of 1862,
The prudu.cc of the northern portion' of the -district is carried on
pack bullocks to Cuttack, whilst the produce of the southern portion
is taken to Binka on the Mahanuddy in the dependency on Son-
poor, and thence sent down the river to Cuttack. The area under
cotton cultivation in this district and in the dependencies under
its control is roughly estimated at 24,000 acres, the yield in 1861
Deing 2,460,000 Ibs., and in 1862, owing to bad seasor, 1,640,000 Ibs.

21. The Upper Godavery District is: not a cotton producing
country at present, and in this report needsmo further remark. ;

922, Trom the above description, then, of the cotton produco
in the C I platean and Mahanuddy and Godavery valloys
it may Dbe estimated that about 64,000 acres of land are under the
crop, and that the yield, during the season of 1862, amounted to
about 5,000,000 bs. Of this about half would be exported, and’
with the reserve stock of the preceding year, the total qu:u\i:ity’ that
may he expected to reach the sea board at Cuttack, would notbe
under 3% millions of pounds or about 1,600 tons.

23.  The accompanying table will afford a summary of the statis-
ties already detailed, it will show :—

L.—That, notwithstanding the season having been partly unfa-
vorable, the area under cotton has inereased from 4,96,171 acres in
- 1861 to 5.86,650 acres in 1862, and the production from 34,523,558
fbs. in A] 861 to 47,344,914 Ibs. in 1862, showing an increase o’f 18’ per’
cent. inarea and of 37 per cent. in produce, which increpso is-
attributable in part, but not entirely, to the enhanced rate of ;)riccs
PII.‘—Tlmt the total area under cotton cultivation in the Ccnh':li
rovinces is about 5,86,650 acr hich 8,53,310 is i
g o ot “,lilj}:ﬁao acres, - of which 3,53,310 is in the

v

IIJ.—That the gross yield of cleaned cotton is estimated at,
(47,344,914 1bs.) say, forty-seven and a half millions of pounds
(or 21,000 tons). .

IV.—That the avorage produce per acre of cleaned cotton is
Jittlo under a maund, or 82 1bs., the highest being 115 1bs.

V.—That the total exports for the Central Provinces, inclusive
of the balance of stock of the previous year reserved by speculators
in the hope of prices rising, may be caleulated fo amount to from
20 to 22 millions of Tbs. (9,600 tons), and that this large exporta-
tion may be expected to reach the sea board before the close of the
season, about 6,000 tons for Bombay, 2,000 tons for Mirzapore and
Caleutta, and 1,600 tons for Cuttack on the castern coast.

24, The Officiating Chief Commissioner believes that tlicse
rosults are not exaggerated ; they have been arived at after local
enquiry ; though cstimated, they arcas approximate to the truth
as the nature of the question admitted of cxamination. It is to be
rogrebted that the area under cotton cultivation could not, for all
the districts, bo given from actual field measurement ; but, in the
valley of the Wurda, the cotton field of the Central Provinees the

_ area given by the fehsecldars and village putwarees is for the most

part corroborated by the Secttlement Officer, and may, thercfore,
be accepted as correct. In tho valley of the Nerbudda too, the
estimate has been arrived at by tehseel officials well acquainted
with the local cultivation and exact field measurement. In the
plateau of Chutteosghur and- the valleys of the Mahanuddy and
Godavery alone, is the estimate unsupported by any very reliable
data ; but here it is generally believed the estimate is much within
the limit. Before tlie closc of the present working season the
Officiating Chief Commissioner hopes to be able to lay before
Government more certain statistics of the cultivated area under
cotton in the Central Provinces, based on actual measurcment,
field by field ; meanwhile the present estimate may be accepted as
approximato and as near the truth as present means admit of.

95, TIn conclusion, I am to inform you that an application has
becn received from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for infor-
mation on the points treated on in this report, and should His Lord-
ship in Council scc no objection Mr. Temple would be glad if the
request were complicd with. He would also submit that the in-
formation might also prove interesting to the Bombay Chamber,
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Statement showing the approvimate area wnder Cotton Cullivatioy
ivith the estimated produce during the “season of 1862 compared
with 1861. .

APrROXIMATE

IArea uxpER Cor-{ESTIMATED PRODUCE|

70N CULTIVATION
1¥ ACRES.

Season ofiSeason of| Season of | Season of
1861. 1862, 1861.

Drsrricrs.

REMARES.

1862,

Saugor .| 28,575 - 31,519] 1,236,724] 1,238,850
Dumoh .| 14,310] 15205 20,738 832,300

13,000 25,500] 649,932] 1,274,936/50 Tbs. to
Wubbulpore ...| 18,330] 18,268} 1,782,188| 2,107,892 the acre,
Mundla 191 160 29,192 22,140
Nursingpore...| 42,510] 45,000 2,613,750| 3,228,750)

south of Sathpoora.

Jse

Nerbudda Valley,

Total...| 1,16,964] 1,35,672| 7,182,524| 8,704,874

$f ((Chindwarma .| 10,846 14010 279,784 598,600
2§ ‘ itool ... 70, 48] 8200 5330
'ég ) Sconce .| 3500l 85000 28,000 328,000
‘:“5 | [Nagpore ; 2,52,648] 3,53,310(19,845,304]31,054,90:
226 | Wuda
2ED
SEE [Bhmdara ] ]
PEe -
pA Chanda ...l 18,000 15,000 1,180,800/ 820,000!

Total...| 8,15,064| 3,86,768/21,642,178/33,706,538

= Racpore 7| .

;_‘l Belaspore } 40,000{  40,000; 3,280,000] 3,280,000

g [Sumbulpore ...| 24,000 24,000 2,460,000] 1,640,000)

2 Upper Goda- .

e Sy % 13l 210 8,856 13,202

3 Total...| 64,143 64,210f 5,748,856 4,093,202

Grand Total | 4,96,171 580,600 31,520, 5557, 044914

AGPORE,

Cuns Goston’s Orston, (SL)  C. BERNARD,
The 190 January 1863. }

0ffy. Seeretary.

Ivii

No. 83.

Qopy forwardoed to the Scerotary to the Chamber of Commerce
at Calcutta.

No. 84.

Copy forwarded to the Sccrctary to the Chamber of Commerco

at Bombay.

No. 85.
Copy forwarded to the Hlome Department for publication in the
Supplement of the Calcutta Gazette.
By order, &c.,
J. T. WHEELER,
. Asstt. Secy. to the Govt, of India.
Tort WILLIAM, ' .
ForeroN DEPARTMENT, .
REVENUE,
The 10tk February 1863..
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APPENDIX J. .

COTTON CULTIVATION IN BURMAH.

Cory.
Govr. No. 269 or 1862.

Frox
Lievr.-CoroNen A. P, PHAYRE,
Clicf Commissioner of British Burmal,
-and Agent to the Governor-General,
To
Corozer H. M. DURARD, C. B.,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Torcign Department, Fort William.
. Dated Rangoon, the 30tk Dec. 1862,
No. 3280.
Toreign.
General.

Sir,—With reference to your docket No. 797 dated ‘the 26th
of August last on the subject of the production of cotton in the
tc‘n—itories of the king of Burmal, which subject was brought to _
notice in letter from the Sccretary to the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce to your address dated the 11th of August last, I have the
honor to report as follows.

2. On my late mission to Mandalay I took an carly opportunity
of enquiring into the state of the cotton market in the Burmese
territory. I found that the produce this season, that is, the cotton
which will come into the market about February or March 1863,
is expected to be not less than two millions of viss, equal to about
cighty-thousand (80,000) bazar maunds. It is much to he regretted
that the monopoly of cotton has this year been granted away by
the Burmese Government, so that the cultivators can only sell to
the holder of the monopoly at 2 fixed rate. If is truc that some

- lix

of the cultivators have been enabled to extend their eultivation
during 1862, by rcason of advances made to them from the Burmese
Government. But the cffect of the monopoly it is to be feared
will Do to tender the people unwilling. to cxtend their eultivation
noxbyear. T shall however take an opportunity of advising tho
Burmese authoritics nob again o grant away a monopoly of cotton,
but to leave the cultivators to sell as they please: Should that be
done, there is good reason forbelieving that the produce of cotton-

in the Burmeso territory might be doubled in the year ending April

1864, .
3. Itisundoubtedly difficult to make the Burmese understand
$he benefit which would result to their country from giving free
scope to the industry of the people. But I have lost no oppor-
tunity of bringing this subject forward, cspecially as regards cotton,
2nd T shall not loso sight of the question now that I am about
again to proceed to Mandalay.

T have, &,
(S1) A. P. PHAYRE, -
Chicf Commissioner of British Burma,

and Agent to the Gozernor-General.
TRANGOON, )

The 3001 Decenber 1862, §

No. 51.

Copy forwarded to the Scerctary to the Bengal Chamber of
Commierce in’ continuation of this Office letter dated 26th Angust
Tast, No. 796. o

. By order, &e.,

C. U. AITCHISOK,

Under-Secy. 1o the Gout, of Tndi,

TonrEiGy DuPARTMENT, Z
. Pourmcsr,
The 15th January 1863, S




APPENDIX K.

EARLY CLOSING ON SATURDAYS,,

Cusrox Housk,
. . 14th January 1863.

My pEAR Bunnes,—I have again been asked by the subordinates
of the Custom House to grant the boon of emly closing on Satur:
days. As the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce was agains
the grant of this indulgence, it would be uscless in me to agitate
the question again, until I can ascertain whether the fecling of
the Chamber is against the carly closing here i tofo, or mercly
against it as a bar to the clearance of ships on Satwrdays. If this
Tatter objection be the sole bar to the introduction in the Cham-
ber’s opinicn of tho early closing, I can only say that it is an
objection which I am sure I could remove by making arrangements
in the Custom House to admit of any vessel being cleared, which
the owners or consignees may be anxious to have port clearanco
for on that day. The present rule of the Custom House, (scc page
43 of the C. H. Guide) prescribes that thice days’ notice of intention
to clear must be given. The new law provides for twenty-four

* howrs’ notice of the same. With the latter notice given I can casily
arrange, with the Deputy Collector and myself in conjunction with
{heExport Department and the Preventive Office, to have all neces-
sary hands present every Saturday to 5 ». 3. to clear ships.

Almost every office I know of now closes at 2 r. 3. on Saturdays,
and I think it is somewhat hard on the Custom House subor-
dinates that they alone should be prevented from cnjoying this
boon. .

I should be much obliged if you could as President of the Cham-
ber assist in obtaining the sanction of the members to this change ¢
many of my subordinates are members of the Volunteer Corps, and
I cannot grant them as a xight leave to quit office carly on that day
which T am unable to grant to others,

Ixi

I am anxious to meet the wishes of the mercantile body, and
\desirous of acting in'all such matters in co-operation with them ;
Tience this reference to you as their prosent head. I trust that
with the power to clear vessels on Saturday provided for, the Cham-
ber will re-consider their opinion on this natter.

I :‘\m,
My dear Bullen,
Yours truly,
J. A. CRAWTORD,

Offg. Collector of Customs.
JOHN N, BULLEN, Eso.

BeNGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caloutta, 19t January 1863,

J. A. CRAWFORD, Tsa.,
Offg. Collector of Customs.

Sim,—Yourlottor of the 14¢h instant to the President of the Chiam-
Dor of C Tias beon submitted to the Committee, by whom I
s dirceted to state that their objection to carly closing on’ Satur-
days as communieated in my lotter of the Gth August has beerit
Fomoved by your asswance that arrangements il be mado to
admib of any vessel being cleared on a Saturday which may apply.

for hor port clearance -on that day ; and that they now cordially -

consent o the boon of carly closing on Saturdays as solicited by
your establishment.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt servant,
: H, W. I WOOD,

Scerctary.




Ixit
No. 53,
Troat
J. A. CRAWFORD, Ese.,
Offg. Collector of Customs, Calcutta,
To

Tue SECRETARY 1o Tiie CHAMBER or

COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

Dated 27th January 1863.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated 19th instant, and to convey to the Chamber the thanks of
tho subordinate officers -of the Custom. House for the ready ac-
quicscence in the carly closing of the Custom House on Saturdays.

2. T bog to state for the information of the Chamber ‘that I
have arranged that portions of the officers of Export, Tmport, and
Preventive Service  Departments shall be in  attendance cvery
Saturday, together with the Deputy Collector and myself in turn,
up to 5 P. 3t., in order to grant outward clearances for vessels.

3. .T trust I may be allowed to express a hope that firms in-
tending to clear vessels on Saturdays will give notice in the morn-
ing, in order that no unnecessary delay may oceur in getting ready
the papers of vessels desirous of clearance.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
1;0“1' most obedient servant,
J. 4. CRAWFORD,

Ofy. Collector of Customs.

Ixiii
* No. 364.
Frodx
J. P. GRANT, Esa.,
Offg. Junw. Secy. to the Board of Revenue,
To

Tie SECRETARY, CALCUTTA CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
TFort William, the 30th March 1863.
Stamps.
W. J. Allen, Eeq.

Str,—The Superintendent and the Collector of Stamps having
both recommended to the Board that the benofit 6f the Saturday
halt-holiday, now ivel ded both in public and private
offices in Calcutta, may be extonded to their offices, I am desired
by the Board of Revenue to enquire whother the Chamber of Com-
meree have any objections to urge against the adoption of tho
above practice in connexion with the Stamp Offices.

ond, Tt is proposed to close the offices at2 . 3t on Saturdays,
except on occasions on which the English mail may close on a
Saturday, in which casc the usual office hours will be kept.

. T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. P. GRANT,

N VYfg. Junior Secrctary.

BENGAL CHAMBER oF COMDIERCE,
Caleutta, 1Tth April 1863.

J. P. GRANT, Esa,
Offy. Junr. Secy. to the Board of Revenue.

Sim,—I am desired by the Committeo of the Chamber of Com-
merce to state, in reply to your letter No. 364 of the 30th ultimo,
that they will be happy to consent to the carly closing on Satur-
days of the Offices of Superintendent and Collector of Stamps, as
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Ixiv
applicd for by those cstablisl ts, provided ts are- |
made for despatell of business on English and Chine mail days i - T e
those mails close on a Saturday. ‘ : .

T malkirig tbis qualified concossion the Committce beg me tore:. APPENDIX L.
present that it would very materially conduce to public convenicuce .
if public offices generally were kept open to 5 . 3. Scarcely any '
liouse of business is ploscd before that hour, and there is 1io. . ADDRESS TO THE HON3LE SIR UHARLES
reason why Government oflices should not observe the same hours, TREVELYAN, K. C. B.

. . T have the honor to be, &e.,

H. W. I WO0O0D, L . Bexcar Cilavpee oF COMMERCE, .
: Calcutta, 24th January 1863. i i

Seeretary..

70 THE BONBLE SIR C. E. TREVELYAN, K. C. B,

Member of the Council of the Governor-General of India.

Hoxonanre Str—The Bengal Chamber of Commerco desire, on i

your arrival in Caleutta, to offer you their congratulations on your ' i

appointment as o Momber of tho Cowncil of the Governor- i

General. -

& 2. Advocating as they have invariably done the policy of B, i

. entrusting the Departmont of Financo to a statesman whose admin-

jstrative cxperience has been acquired in the conduct of public i e

business in England, tho Chamber of Commerce rogard with e i

isfaction this furthor ition of that policy, and an appoint- :

. : ment by which, on the regretted resignation of Mr. Laing, the . 4

E high responsibilities of that office aro committed to one so emi- il

nently qualified as yourslf to exercise them for the public good. i

3. Though, happily, the finances of the empire are now restored Y

4o 2 sound and prosperous condition, and the necessity for devising . |

new taxation no longer oxists, much remains to be don in perfect- | 8
ing the reforms inaugurated by your iwo immediate predecessors, ’»1
|

which requires the controlling supervision of an experienceil )
financier. i

4. Should the progressive improvement which, it is believed, is
. taking place in the financial position of the State enable you to
. ) 3 d to His Excell the Governor-Gi 1 in Council »
any reductions in the taxation imposed during the Iast fow yoars, A
the Chamber of Commerce feel confidence that you will impartially

I
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lwcigh the claims of all classes, and administor relief whero it may
appear to be most needed.

©'5. All measures having for their object the development of
tho commeree of tho country and the legitimate encouragement of
enterprise in promoting its agricultural industry will the Chamber
feel sure have your warm advocacy.

6. The Chamber arc equally sure that all well considered
schemes for public works, whother to be undertaken by the State.
or by private capitalists, will have your hearty support.

7. In conclusion tho Chamber desire to repeat the assurance
conveyed in similar addresses to your tiwo predecessors of the
gratification it will at all times afford them to communicato with
you personally whenever it may seem desirable to you to avail
yourself in that way of the practical cxperience of any of their
number.

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient faithful servants,
For the Bengal Chamber of Commeree,
' JOHN N. BULLEN,

DPresident.
WILLIAM MAITLAND,

Vice-President.

In reply, Sir Charles Trovelyan said—

GrNTLEMEN,~—] accept with pleasure the congratulations you
have so kindly offered me on .my appointment to the Council of
the Governor-General.

The assurance you give me that you regard my appointmont with
satisfaction, and that you will he at all times ready to give me the
advantage of the practical experience of any of your number, is
gratifying and encouraging to me. The interests of the govern-
ment are identical with those of commerce, and this truth will,
T hope, be exemplified in our cordial co-operation,

Ixvii

You justly remark that the main work of the restoration of ﬂﬁ
finances of India has been already accomplished by my two -
mediate predecessors ; the organic changes have' been made, and
What romains for mo is the humble but usoful task of perfecting
thoso grent improvements, and of carrying the well ried principles
of Tnglish finauco through overy department of income and expen-
ditro,  Tf his good work.reccives the support I expect i will,
Anglo-Tndian finanee will soon settlo down into awell-regulated
system, roquiring only ordinary caro to maintain i in_an efticient
state, and Anglo-Indian credit will bo placod in the Ligh position
40 whioh it is cutitled by the substantial fondation on which it
ests. :

‘But, gentlemen, the Timits of what can bo accomplished by the
Dost financial arrangoments are much narrower than is genorally
supposed. Tho fund at our disposal for works of improvoment is
only what can Do spared out of the produce of tho taxes after pro-
viding for the primary objects of government. The ageney at our
disposal is confined to what can be dirccted and superintonded by
asingle head. The hands of the Anglo-Indian Goverment havo
not been  torpid? but they have beon overburdened ; and the
popular aspiration by which every desired object is sought to bo
obtained by an indefinite development of the Department of Pub-
Tie Works is a pure delusion.

You have, therefore, properly adverted to tho great importance
of calling the principlo of privato onterprise to the aid of the

principlo of govormment administry Tho inoxl
and the multiform agency of England aro clements of enormous
poiver; and when Indin shall have been once fully accoptod as a
field for English investment and English activity, she will enter
wpon & new career, tho future of which I do not venture to predict.
Lord Tlgiw's govermment adopted from tho first this policy, and

measures have been already commenced in this sense which it will
De my duty to explain at the proper time.

Letus pray that God may give us all the blessing of united
counsols, and that future generations may have no reason to be
ashamed of any of the men who guided the destinies of India
#hrough the great ¢ of her allaivs.

capital |




‘ _APPENDIX IL

PROPOSED SCHEME FOR THE BENEFIT OF MER-
CHANT SEAMEN OF GREAT BRITAIN.

BexGAL CirAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Caloutta, 21st March 1863,

70 THE RIGHT HON’BLE THE LORD MAYOR,

Loxpox.

My Lorp,—The attention of the community of this city hasbeen
directed to the condition of the merchant scamen of Great Britain,
and to the necessity which exists for improving it, by two lectures
which have been delivered in the Town Hall by Capt. Henry Toyn-
bee of the . I ship Hotspur, copies of which I have the pleasure
to forward herewith. Theso lectures were very numerously attended,

_not only by the commanders and officers’of ships and the public

. generally, but also by scamen, who appeared to be much interested
in the movement, and who loudlyapplauded the propositions placed
before them.

These propositions arc as follows :—

1st. The providing of homes for tho wives and children of
married scamen.

2nd. The establishment of a Benefit Fund for pensioning aged
and decayed scamen.

) "J.‘o assist him in giving practical cffect to these propositions,
'Capt. Toynbee has appealed to the commercial community of Cal-
" cutta’ through this Chamber : the community here will gladly aid

(tapt. Toynbee in his humane efforts to ameliorate the condition of
this hard-working but too often improvident class of men, so far
as lies in their power.  As a preliminary measure they take the

Ixix

fiberty of bringing the subject under your Lordship’s notice, ll.oping
that by your Lordship’s influence the subject may beso intro-
duced to the English public as to command the success which it
truly merits ; and that it may lead to steps being taken to give
efoct ab an carly date to the propositions so strongly d
by Captain Toynbee.

The Committee will not dwell upon the misery, and the demora-
lising consequences resulting from the want of respectable dwel-
lings for the wives and familics of absent seamen. The British
public, aided Dby that estimable lady Miss Burdett Coutts, are
already providing dwellings for the wives of policemen and those
who by the nature of occupation are called from their Tiomes ;
Dut the Committee venture to remark not only will the families
of scamen benefit, but great advanco towards the moral improve-
ment of the sailor will be gained by assuring to him, when absent,
the comforb of his family. Further, the Committee believe that
the demoralising scenes so often witnessed in forcign ports would
greatly diminish. )

Tt will be seen by Capt. Toynbee’s proposals that it is intended
+that these homes for scamen should be in Ingland; and it is
thought that, beyond the amount required to start them, these
Tiomes would be very mearly sclf-supporting by the subscriptions
required from sailors who wish to benefit by them.

With the second proposal—the establishment of a Benefit-Fund
for pensioning aged and decayed scamen—Capt. Toynbee has drawn
tho attention of the Committee to the fact-that there is an aniount
of about £60,000 in' the hands of the Trinity Iouse, being the
unclaimed wages of defunct seamen, and which would serve well as
the nucleus of a pension fund, To any such benefit fund many
sailors would subscribe through the owners or commanders of ships,
and the Committee think that an appeal should be made to sanc-
tion the contributions of all unclaimed wages in future to such a
fund.

Tn conclusion, while asking your Liordship to take an early
opportunity of making this communication public, and thanking
you for your advocacy which the Committee fecl they thus bespeak,
T am dirceted to mention that this Chamber has addressed the
various Chambers of Commerce in Bombay, Madras, Ceylon,
China, Australia, &e., requesting their hearty co-operation for
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the benefit of British sailors ; and it will he highly gratifying to
learn that the city of London is willing to take the initiative in o
movement which promises so much good..
T have the honor.to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant,

H. W. I WooD,

Secretary.

APPENDIX N. 5

WET DOCKS.

Tae PRESIDENT axp COMMITTEE or it

BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Caleutta, 27th December 1862.

GENTLEMEN,—At an interview I lately had the pleasure to hold
with your Socretary, that gentleman informed me that any sound
scheme for the formation of Wet" Docks to the port of Calcutta
would be favorably received by your Chambor.

Amnexed Ibeg to forward you a paper, setting forth how and
where it appears the required docks can best be formed; the
source from which they can best be supplied with water that will
be free from deposit, and in such quantities as will insure the
docks not becoming foul, which is a matter of the greatest im-
portance in a climate like this.

T will bo scen that the means by which it is proposed to supply
the docks with water will also give an independent and safe access
to and from the sea to ships frequenting this port, and thus do away
with the great and apparently increasing danger, and part of the
great cost, of reaching it by the Hooghly.

Tt will also be scen that it forms part of the project to Dbring the
various railways that have their termini in Caleutta in immediato
connexion with the proposed docks, the Government Commissariat
Stores, Government Dock: Yard, Custom House, and Bonded Ware-
house.

Your Chamber must be well aware of the great advantages to be
obtained from accomplishing these various objects ; but in addition
it will be scen that after setting apart sufficient revenue to givea
return of 12 per cent. on the proposed outlay,

« direet saving to the
shipping of the port will bo effected of upwards of £320,000 per
annum, which is a further and most substantial reason why this
project should claim the support of the Government and the public,




Ixxii

Annexed to this is a copy of the opinions of Mr. Turnbull, Chicf
Tngineer of the Bast Indian Railway, Mr. Purdon, Chief Engineer
of the Eastern Bengal Railway, and Mr. Power, Officiating Chicf
Engincer, East Indian Railway, which, Ihave no doubt, will have
great woight with you and the Government. I also annex a lotter
from Mr. Henfrey, » member of the firm of Messrs. Brassey,
Wythes and Co., the eminent contractors, who endorses the opinim;
given by Mr. Turnbull and others, and which, I trust, will fully
satisfy you of the practicability of carrying out the proposed works,
and at the estimated cost. i '

I have the honor to be,

Gentlemen,

Your most obedient servant,

FRANKLIN PRESTAGE.
) Caleutta, 4th December 1862. -
At ameeting of the undersigned engincers held this day for the
purpose of dicussing Mr. Prestage’s design for docks for the port
of Caleutta, they were of opinion that the project was deservinig of
thorough investigation, and if the principles laid down were found

to be borne outin detail, the project merited the favorable consi-
deration of Government and the support of the public.

(Signed)  Gmo. TURNBULL,®
‘ » W. PURDON,
, . G. POWER.

Conrracror’s Orric, Bastery BENGAL RATnwAy,
Mippreroy Row, PArk SrrEer,
Caleutta, 12th December 1862,
FRANKLIN PRESTAGE, Iisq.

Drar S1r,—I have examined i

I a & your ecstimates for tho proposed
sh}p canal from the Mutlah, with wet docks at the Cnlc\ll)tt'f‘ t:l‘-
minus, and should, on behalf of our firm, be prepared to under-
take the exceution of these works on the basis of such estimates,

]‘¥‘ "

On the necessity for some great improvement in the port of Cal-
cutta for the convenienco of shipping it is needless for me to dwell 5
it is sufficient o say that it is almost the only large port in the
world in which fothing has been done to facilitate the oporations of
loading.and discharging vesscls. ’ .

The great drawback to all previous projects for wet docks ab Cal-
cutta has been the apparent neeessity for supplying them with water
from the river Hooghly, which is generally so highly charged with
carthy mattery that the annual cost of maintaining tho docks at &
sufficient doptlt for large ships, would be very great, whilst there
would be great danger of the lock entrances Deing siltod up cvery
rainy season.

These difficulties would be, to a great cxtent, overcome by your
projeet for supplying the water Sor the docks from the river Mutlah.

A tho same time the formation of a ship canal would afford a
fneans of approach to  Caleuttn, which would be attended with
much less risk to vessels than is ab present found through the nar-.
row shifting and shallow channels of thoriver Hooghly.

The facilities for discharging cargoes afforded by the systom of
ot doclss could not fail to” be of Very great advantage to the mer-
cantile community of Caleutta, from whom, I have no doubt, " you
will find the warmest support to your project.

I am,
“Yours faithfully,
(Signed) CHARLES HENTFREY,
0f the Tirm of Brassey, Wythes and Co.

A PAPER SETTING FORTH HOW WET DOCKS CAN BE
PROVIDED FOR THE PORT OF CALOUTTA, BY MAKING
A SHIP CANAL FROM THE MUTLAH.

1. 'The mecossity ‘of providing wot docks for the por of
Claleubta hias often boen brought before the notice of Government
and the public. In 1844 we find a Committee was appointed by
Government o inquire into the practicability of providing web
docks capable of containing a part or the whole of the shipping
froquenting the port. The Committee terminated its labors by

i

fons
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Tecommending docks should be made at Kidderpore, and the resuli
of the Committee’s enquiry is given in full annexed to the end of
this paper ; also the Government reply to it, which, it will be scen,
was most encouraging. However, up to the present time no at-
tempt appears to have been made to give cffoct to the Committee’s
recommendation. .

2. Tn December 1861 tho principal masters of ships in the port
addressed a letter to the Chamber of Commerce, complaining of the
want of wet docks, and other requirements, a copy of which is also
annexed, and which clearly shows their necessity.

3. Since that time several schemes have been brought forward

4o construct quay walls along the banks of the river, and run

serew pile jetties into the stream, to facilitate the discharging and

shipping of cargoes; each of these schemes having their particular
merits, bub not meeting the requirements of tho port.

4. Tho advantages of wet docks to a port have so long since
been an established fact, that it will be uscless to attempt to seb
forth their advantages here, so we will ab once proceed to describe

, low and where it is proposed to construct and work the proposed
docks.

5. After duc consideration it has heon thought most desirable
to fix their site at Garden Reach, near to the site recommended by
the Committee of 1844 ; and on reference to the annexed block plan
it will be scen.that it is proposed to construct the export dock on
the comparatively open place between the Garden Reach Road and.
Moocheckola Road, and tho import dock between the Moochee-
kola Road and the Diamond Harbour Road. At the west end of
the oxport dock it is proposed to form a steam basin, so that -the
Peninsular and Oriental steamers may lay alongside the quay adja-
cent to the Company’s present premises, in the south-west corner
of the basin; and in the north-west corner there will be suflicient
space for the . Government steamers, also adjacent to the Govern-
ment Dock Yard ; or, should the Government require it, a dock
might easily be constructed abreast of their Dock Yard, leading out
of the entrance basin as shown on the plan. It is proposed to put
the lock leading from the dock into the Hooghly on the ground
lying between the Peninsular and Oriental yard and India Genoral
Steam yard; the site is particularly well suited for the purpose and
there is ample space,
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6. Parallel to the south side of the export dock, it is proposed
to construet a shallow dock for inland steamers and country boats
that thoy may bring their export cargoes alongside the quays, to
\which the sca-going ship would be berthed, so that the cost and
visk of transhipping would bo reduced to @ inimum ; at the same
timo tho country boats would be kept clear of the shipping, which
would be very desirable.

7. All the present important roads crossed by the docks or
canal could bo provided with swing bridges, so that very little
inconvenience will be-caused to the presout traffic on them.

8. The advantages of the proposed site ave many.

1st. Large space can be gob without muoh destruction to proper-
ty, or interforing with vested interosts.

2nd, 'The site is near Caleutta, with several good roads and
approaches to it leading almost in every direction.

3rd. Tt is south of Caleutta, and in a healthy neighbourhood.

4th. Tew engincering difticnlti
the construction of tho docks, or the canal by which it is proposed
to feed them. N

present themselves cither in

5th, The site is favourabls for briuging the varvious railways

to.

9. With rogard to the means by which it is proposed to foed the
docks, the Hooghly water contaius such a lurge amount of deposit,
and, it is thought, would so soon bocome foul when, in. & stagnant
state, that it has been thought most expedient to obtain a.supply
from some othier source, and after due consideration it is proposed
to construct a ship canal from the Mutlah to the east of the docks ;
his will have the troble advantage of giving a large supply of water
twill gt over the dangers of
the Hooghly by giving all shipping frequonting the port casy and
safo access to the sca, independently of that river, and the Mutlal
Railway will carry us twenty-cight miles down towards the sca,
which will be a great desid

comparatively free from deposit;

atum for all goods, mails, and pas-
sengers requiring quick transit.

10. In oxder to free tho Mutlah water of the small quantity
of deposit in it, it is proposed to convert ihe Augatehin Khall

« Careful test proves the Mutlah water to contain 1in 3,074 deposit, The
Tlooghly at some scasons contains 1 in 200,
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feading oitb of the Mutlali into a scttling hasin,’ which will give

greab arca at very trifling cost, and to keep tho level of the water

in it, the canal and docks as near as possible at tho level of the
flood in the Mutlah, and to pass out sufficient water by the Hooghly
Lock into the Hooghly at cach ebb to keep the docks from fouling,
Tevels that have been cavefully taken prove that the differenco in
the level of the Mutlah and the Hooghly, at the points we proposo’
to dea] with them, is very favorable for this purpose.

11, We aro woll awaro the idea of a canal from the Mutlah to
the Hooghly is not a new one, and although, when proposed, it was
not thought-proper to carry it out, owingwe believe, to its only
being designed as a means of conmecting the two rivers, and the
supposed engineering difficulties being at the same time very much
magnified: . We now hope it will be thought that we can show the
enginecring difficultics are not such as to cause the least fear of an
unsuccessful result ; also that a canal is much more required now,
owing to the serious stato of the Hooghly.

12. Until lately there scems to have been great differénce of
opinion as to whether the Hooglly is deteriorating as a mavigable
channel, but the frequent loss of ships during the last few months
painfully proves the fact ; indeed, there now seems to be so little
difference of opinion about it, that Government have turned
their attention to artificially decpening the various shoals in the
river, although with doubts of the ultimate success of such
operations, except at great and continued cost.

13.  The advantages of the Mutlah, as a navigable channel, when
compared with tho Hooghly, have been fully set forth by Mr.
Longridge, in his report, dated 21st May 1857, on the Calcutta and
South Eastern Railway, an extract from which is annexed to this.
That gentleman Tas clearly shown there is a good navigable channel
from the sea to the terminus of the Caleutta and South Tastern
Railway on the Mutlah ; the question now to be decided is how to
take advantage of this channel 2 The promoters of the Mutlah new
port and the Caleutta and South Rastern Railway lope to take
Caleutta down to it ; we propose to artificially bring ‘the channel
up to Caleutta, it being a much easier and far loss costly thing to do
besides, instoad of compelling ships to lay inan open river with
a tide risingand falling some 15 feet, where oven fresh wator can-
not be got, and .which has beon proved to be fearfully unhealthy
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both to Turopeans and Ratives, they can e brought up to Caleutba,
get all the advantages of an old established port, and readily obtain
fresh pré¥isions and other necossaries which only old established
and large bazaxs or markets can afford.

14. "We propose to do very much the same thing as the Glou-
.cester people had spivit and  enterprise cnough to do in 1824.

They, at the cost of £313,600 made a ship canal seventeon miles
in length from Berkley Pill to Gloucester, to cut off the windings
of the Severn and overcome its bore ; the canal has proved a
great suceess, and has considerably improved the port, so there is a
good precedent for what we propose.

15. Somo of those that are interested in the Mutlah port or
railway may think this project opposed to their intorests, but we
are confident they have no good reasons for doing so; if the propos-
od canal is made, ships would undoubtedly scek the Mutlah, and
the consequence would: be that a vast amount of traflic would be
broughtupon the railway. TFrom whatwe Thave heard and observ-
ed, thore docs not seem the slightest chance of ships frequenting
that river if they have to lay in it, in which ecase there will be
littlo or no traflic on the railway.

16. We believe tho promoters of the Mutlah Rdilway have
projected aline from their present main line to Diamond Harbour,
With a viow to draw some of the traflic from the Hooghly. If we
can tl‘ll‘ll tho shipping from the Hooghly up and down the proposed
canal, and by the Mutlah terminus the railway company would
get the additional traffic they might expegt at Diamond Harbour
on their presont line, and thus be saved the cost of constructing and
working twenty-six miles of additional railway. If this view of the
case is a correct one, iliis project is clearly entitled.to the support
of the railway company instead of its opposition. "It should also
be fully borne in mind that by cstablishing a new port and docks
at Diamond Harbour, and carrying a railway to thiem, we do not
meet the requirements of the existing port of Caleutta ; the shoals
in the Rungafulla, Mud-point, Bedford and Gasper Channels must
‘be removed to cven make the Hooghly below that place equal to
‘the Mutlah as a navigable channel, and the cost of constructing the
twonty-six miles of railway, establishing the now port, added to the
great cost of transporting Caleutta down there, would far ontweigh
the cost of the proposed ship ecanal.  There are'the same objoctions

i
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to moving the port of Calentta to Diamond Harbour that exist io-

moving it to the Mutlah, and we think it must be patent to all that

it s far bobt ox 1o leave Caleutta whero it is, and artificidly blmg -

good navigable channel up to it in the manner proposed.

17, With regard to the mamner in which it is proposed to con--

nect the vavious railways with the proposed docks. Assuming
that a junction is made between the Bastern Bengal and the Tast
Indian Railways in the munmer proposed by crossing the Hooghly at
Pultah, the junction between the Eastern Bengal and the Mutlah ag

Sealdal has only to be made to tie the three' railways together ; it

is then proposcd to form a branch out of the Mutlah Railway, abott;
. two nulus from Sealdah, crossing Tolly’s Nullah near Tollygunge

* o2 into a general station on the north quay of the import dock.
Sidings w ould Bo Taid along the various quays on the northern  side
“of ‘the ‘docks, so that, when possible, cargoes could-cither be dis-
charged dxreckly into the railway trucks or shipped out of them.
in thie manner it is done in most modern docks.

18 Tt will b scen that, by constructing o shorb additional:

length of railway, Government will be enabled to carry the. proposed
extension on to their Commissariat and General Stores ab Cooly
Buazar, and their Doclk Yard, thus connecting them with thc docks.
"This short extension: will énable Government to sénd_stores by
railway divect {rom their Store Yard to’ the various tip-country
depdts without tr.mslnppmg, which would save.a l'ug,e amount of
expenditure both of time and ‘monoy ; a further ¢xtension of the
same line along the banks of the river to the present Custom
Houso and Bonded’ Warchouse would give good raihway commu-
nication all along the banks of the river, and between the princi-
pal places 6f bhsmcss of the mcrdmlts and the p;oposul docks,
at vory little cost.

19, Tt may be as woll to pomt ont that, if ﬂm _project ean bo
cartied out, we' shall geb over the' difliculty of conmecting the
Tastern Bengal and_the Mublah Railways mth the river side by
 rail orframuway. . The docks, would entirely do aivay with the
necessity of ‘such.an extension of the. railways - from Sealdah for
goods’ traffic. Bat if it is still thought advisable L«‘) make any such
extensions, the docks would be a_ méans of facilitating i(,‘; they
would relieve the present crowded thoroughfarcs of their heavy
trafiic, and thus leave more space-for atuil or tramway.  We do not

!
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hink ik would e wise to make such extensions, for the purpose it
was originally intended, as ali exports roceived by thorailway from
snland should go dircet to the export dock, and all. imports “for up-
comntry should go by xail dircet from tho fmport dock.

20.  With regard to t tos of capital, expenditure, and of
revenue. The estimated cost of the docks is rupees 81,38,101, and
of ‘the camal, rupees 1,01,55,241—making & total cost of rupees
1,82,03,342.

The following estimate of revenuo, \v]nd\ has Doon carcfully ar-
Jived at from detail zebwrns and information indly placed at our

disposal by o Secrotary of the Chambor of Comunerce, shows this

tho revenue will ho suflicient to givoa roburn of 12 per cont.. on the
total outlay, after tho cstimated cost of working expenses, viz.;
Rs. §,01,421 pcr annum have been dcd\\ctcd

ESTIMATE OF REVENUE -
Basc(l apon the imports and exports of the port of Culeutta between
the 1st May 1861 and 30th Apri il 1862,
INWARDS.
Coial (luﬂs, assuming that three-four ths of the ship-~ R’ As. P.
ping frequeiting the -port pass up the canal,
490,354 tous, at Re. Lperton oo
Dack DUI S

.4,00,354 0 0

. . Iom,
Tmwards, : 653,805’

Tonnage of ships
under all Colors

Outiwards, Gu.;,lo()

2) 1,3os,odu

Mean... (53,477 @1-8 ton, 980,215 5 O
TLaNpING Cmnars,

Inchulmy all chaﬂgw For dischar ging ca Jue« into Railway y Truels or
Wmdlouscs or on to Quays.
Bales of bloached goods, unblomhcd goods, colored
picco goods, and yarns, being a total of 285,917
bales, at 3 annas per bale T . 53,609 0 O
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Tons of ‘metals, machinery, salt, coal, timher, ice,
cordage, tar, paints, &e., &o., being a total of
495,430 tous, at Re. Tperton ... .. 495430 0 ¢

Togsheads of beer, 45,000 in No., at 3 annas each ... 8,437 0. ¢

Cases of wines and spirits, 96,846 in No., at 2 annas !
cach... .. 12105 0 ¢

Surrrixe CHARGES,
Including all charges for shipping Cargocs from Railway Trucks,
TWarchouses or Quay TWalls.
Tons of grain, saltpetre, indigo, gunnics, cotton, jute,
and other country produce, being a total of
682,204 tons at 12 annas per ton ... .. 511720 0
Estimated revenue from warchouses v 2,00,000 0
OUTWARDS.
Canal Dues assuming that three-fonrths of the ship-
ping frequenting the port pass. down the canal,
489,862 tons, at Re. 1 per ton ... 4,890,862 0

Total Rupees ...32,41,732 8 0

21, Ttis found that the presont cost of landing cargoes from
ships lying in the Hooghly to the Custom House Wharf is about
rupees 2 per ton, and that the cost of shipping cargoes is about
rupee 1-8 per ton, ourreducing those chargos rospectively to 1rupee
‘and 12 annas per ton in the manner proposed by the docks, would
cans a saving of rupees 10,81,301 per annum on those charges
alone ; but . the following statement, showing tho comparaive
charges on a vesscl using the Hooghly and discharging and
shipping her cargo in that river with tho charges in the Mutlah, the
proposed ship canal and docks show a total saving of rupees
32,30,136. per annuin,* so that the total saving effected in six
years would cover the cost of the whole of the proposed works,
after providing interest ab the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the
amount of capital called wp from time to time for tho purposes of
construction; which is 4 further and most substantial reason why

* The present 10ss from pilfering from vessels and cargoes lying in the open
river ghould be added Lo this sum to give au idea of the saving effected,
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this project should chim the support of the Government and
all interested in the port.

22, Comparative statement of the charges on a vessel using tho
Hooghly and discharging and shipping her eargo in the river, with
the charges on a vessel using the Mutlal, tlm proposed ship canal,
and wet docks.

’ Hoocnry,

C]un'gcs on @ Vessel of 1,000 tons.
INWARDS, viz.—
Pilotage, 17 to 18 feet ... 370 0 0
Less for steamer .92 8 0

Light duty 2 annas per ton
Buoy duty, § anna per ton
Moyapore Magazine duty, } anna
Muarine registry .- .

Steam hire, three days ...

Ix Port, 60 days—
Tlnmpomnn into moorings - 25

Hauling out .. 26
Use of moorings, .o 360
Wages and provision, Rs. 60 per day 3,600
Tnterest on capital, at 5 per cent. for

60 days . T 1,666
TInsurance on river ri . 166
Depreciation for wear and tear, at 10

per cent. per annum... .
9,165
OUTWARDS—
Pilotage, 20 fect
Less for steam

Steam hire, 3} days
¥ ow return

1425 0 0

Total charges borne by the ship ... ..Rs, 12617 8 0
L
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Chmgw borne by the Cm_r/ﬂcs

Landing clmlges on discharging, say .
1,250 tons of cargo, at Rs. 2perton 2,500 0 0
Shipping charges- on shipping, say
+ 1,250 tons of cargo,at Re. 1-8 por .
ton .. 1,876 0 0

Total charges borne by the cnrgoés.4. 4,375 (U4

Total charges on a ship of 1,000 tons...
Total charges per ton register 1616 10

MUTLAH.
With proposed Slip Canal and et Docks:
CuARGES ON A VEsSEL or 1,000 ToNs.

INWARDS, i, —
Pilotage not comp\\lsory, but say ab

., first e 100 0 O
Tight duty ... . 62 80
Buoy. duty ... 2870 N
Marine Registry 31 4 0
Steam tug ... .. 700 0 0
Canal ducs, 1,000 tons @ 1Re. .. 1,000 0 O
1,917 8 ¢

1IN Port 30 Davs—
:Dock dues on registered tonnage, at

Re, 1-8 per ton .. .. 1,500 0 0
Hadling into berth ... w200

b out of berth ... e 26.0-0
Use of mooring posts ... o 5 0 0
Wages and provisions ... v 1,800 0 0
Inferest on capital, 5. per cont. . ... 833. 0 0

00

Depreciation 10 per cent. ‘per, annym 1,661
e 5,805 0 O

16,992 8% 0

.
i
i
i
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OUIWARDS— K
Canal ducs, 1,000 toris, @1 Re. ... 1,000 0 ©0
_ Pilotage nos required, but say atfirst 10 0 0
Steam hire - 700 0 O
» 5 Teburn w. 200 0 O

——— 2,050 0 0
‘Total charges borne by tho ship 9,862 3 0
Charges borne by ‘the Cargoes.

Landing charges on discharging, say .

1,250 tons of cargo, at Re. 1 perton 1,250 0 0
Shipping charges on shipping, say

1,250 tons of cargo, at 12 annas per

ton e T 93780

Total ¢harges borne by the cargoes ...

2187 8 0
Total charges on a ship of 1,000 tons * 12,049 11 0
Total charges per ton registor S 12 09
Comparison of Charges. R
Hooghly . 16 15 10
Mutlah, by ship c:mnl &wobdock 12 0 9

Difference in favor of latter 4 15 1

being a saving of Rs. 4,942-11-4 on a ship of 1,000 tons.

23.. Although the means of supplying the docks with water as
above set forth is ono of the main features of this project, and is
considered the most sound in every point of view, yet, as it las

- heen thought possible Government may look upon the proposed

ship canal as compoting with the Mutlah Railway, the capital of
which they have guaranteed, an estimate has beon made of tho éost®
of supplying the docks with water from the Hooglily by providing
sobtling basin ab a suitable place on the banks of the river, which
shows a considerable saving in the outlay, and.does not give a corres-
ponding increase to the working. expenses ; ‘at tho samo time it

" should be fully borne in mind any such plan would not give the

9 AR Baseh
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port the great advantages of a'ship canal from: the Mutlah.. . The

outlay that has been made on the Mutlah Railway will notbe tursted
to profitable adeount, and a railway must be construeted a consider-

able distance down the Hooghly to put the'port in anything like the

sanic position ‘that it would be in with the proposed ship canal.

24, With regard to the means by which the required capital can
best be raised, if Government thinks well of the project, it 1‘nig]1b
be disposed to undertake the works itself, and engage some respon-
sible contractors to execute them Dut considering the amount of
work already in their hands, and the many elaims on their revenue,
it appears to us the required capital can best be raised and the works
most successfully carried out by forming a joint stock compauy in
England, but to raise so large a sum as that required it would be

necessary for Government to guarantec it and to make over tho *

Jand jn the manner it has done to the various railway companies :
‘hereds every reason to hope the roquired capital would then be
poedily subscribed, for capitalists in England have already sub-
soribed very large sums for carrying out similar works, and on the
whole have received a good and certain rebwn on their outlay.

FRANKLIN PRESTAGE.

Caleutta, 27th December 1862. W

i

APPENDIX.

Batract from Report of the Commitice appointed by Government in

May 1844 to enquire into the practicability of providing Calcutte
with Wet Dacls.

1st. The résult of the Committee’s inquiry may be briefly

stated, as leading them to recommend the
site shown on the accompanying plans, in -the

vicinity of Kidderpore, as the.one in most respects best calenlatod
ofor lishing the objects lated by the contsruction of

Conclusions.

et docks. .

2nd. They have ascertained that the cost of them, including the
charge of an establishment for keeping them in eflicient working
order, will not exceed fifty lacs of rupees ; and that, even from
the very moderate dues proposed to be-levied, they will afford &
net annual revenue of four and a half lacs of rupces, :
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8rd. Tn illustration of the advantages which will be derived
from the establishment of such -docks, it-must also be borne in
mind that, by their introduction, the shipping interests will be+
benofitted to the amount .of Co.’s Rs. 8,85,360% per annum ; and
- furbher, that this caleulation is exclusive

# g51 ships, g . . .
Qays’ time, ench at 68 ;s of the saving (assurcdly fax from inconsi-
per diem,Cos Ks8,85,360  Jarablo, but which they have ‘not ad the
means. of precisely ascertaining) arising from the secourity from
Tosses, accidents, and damages afforded to ships using docks instead
of lying in an open river, periodically exposed as is the port of
Caleutta to strong freshes and tides (oceasionally accompanied by

& Bores”), and nob wnfrequently visited by heavy gales and storms.
4#h. The schome thus recommending itsclf on general grownds,

appears moro espocially worthy of the attention of those intorested -

in the shipping frequenting the port, well known to comprise many
of the finest merchant ships ever sent to sca.

5th. The Committee see reason to conclude that the proposal for
ostablishing et doclis deserves the favorable consideration of
Government, partly with reference to the fact that by their instru-
mentality the existing port charges might without any Jinancial loss
Do reduced by an amount jointly estimated by Mr. Collector Currie
and by the Master Attendant at not less than Rs. 1,78,083 per
anmun. :
Gth. Tt has already been shown that, by means of such docks,

. the shipping intorests would anmually save Rs, 8,865,360, and, finally,

that docks so constructed would yield an annual, and probably
rapidly increasing, revenue of Rs. 4,50,604,

7th. The Committec having these considerations, and all the
other points which the investigation has olicited, in view, have
therefore unanimously arrived af the conclusion that the construc-
tion of wet docks would be an casily practicable, as well as duly
remunerative and highly beneficial, undertaking. They also. are
unanimously of opinion that the most expedient plan for raising
the requisite funds would be by means of a joint stock compuiiy,
aided by a grant from Government in the form of shares, andsupported
by it in a way that all experience has proved is best caleulated to
secure utility and to-command success.

8th. Tho retwrns upon - which the statement of incomeis hased
exclude, it will he recollected, o very large proportion of the
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valuable'and bulky produce oxported from the country, as well
as the minor articles brought to Caleutta from other Asiatic ports,
and morcover from those of Europe, of China, and of .Amorica ;
and the estimates having been framed on a vory liberal scale of
i which the C i fidently expect will not be

c‘(cceded they have.only, in conclusion, to record their convietion
ihat the undertaking admits of easy accomplishment, and that it
may bo carried out in such a manner as (while affording ahand-
somo. return to the sharcholders) materially to facilitate, and
thereby spco(h[y oxtend, the commerce of the capital of India.

‘W. N. FORBES, Licut.-Colonel, Engincers, President.

A.IRVINE, C. B. ., ,

H. GOODWYN, Caplain,  ,,

J. BECKWITH,

J. McKILLIGIN,

M. GLADSTONE,
g, SUTHERLAND Secretary,

et Docl: Commitlee.

Caleutta, 1st May 1846,

Commitlee.

APPENDIX C.

" Zeller of Government dcknowledging the receipt of the
Commitlec’s Report.

Trrom the Under-Seerelary to the Govermment of Bengal, to the Wct‘

Docls Committce, No. 1197, dated Foré William, the 13th May 1846.

GuNriEMEN,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
Secrctary’s letter No. 40, dated the 4th instant, submitting yowr
ﬁn;ll report on the construction of wet docks in connexion with
the port of Caleutta, and to convey to you the thanks of the
‘Doputy-Govcmor'of Bengal for your zealous and -well dirceted
labors on bebalf of this important public object, as well as for tho
body of valuable information you have collected, and the ablo
manner in which you have sct forth the practicability of the under-
taking and the hest method of accomplishing it.

2nd. His Honor approves generally of your suggestions, and
will be prepared hereafter, should ithe found practicable, to re-

Members of the-

Ixxxvii

commend for - the co)mdcrmhon of the supreme Government, the
outling of. a plan for sceuring to the port of Caleutta the important
advantages of oxport and import docks by means of a joint stock
y, of which the G it will, if necessary, beeome a

it
considerable sharcholder.
8yd. It will however bo proper, in the first.instance, to ascertain
Tiow far tho community may be disposed to view the subject in a
favorablo' light, and whether the estimated returns are considered
ly swre and 1 ivo to tompt persons of capital and
credit to organize and take shares in the proposed company, with a
view to :luect profitable investment, as well as to the indireet ad-
vantage arising from the economy which tho existence of wot docks
i caleulated to introduce into the mercantile and shipping transac-
tions of the port.
4th, . With this view His Honor t]unks it desirable that you
should print your roport and such parts of the proceodings as you
may consider necossary, to place the public in possession of the facts
upor which your recommendations are founded, - The. opportunity
may also be taken of making kmown the desire of Government to
oncourage the work, and tho satisfaction it will afford His Honor
to learn that a suflicient number of influential and wealthy mom-
bors of the mercantile and monied community are disposed to
associate for the purpose of carrying itout. From such a body the

Doputy-Governor will gladly receive proposals for forming a com-"
pany either in the manner Buggc‘atcd or on any other footing that -

on further consideration may be preferred.
5th.  The seve cr'»l enclosires of your letter are herewith reburned.
T have the Tonor to be, de.,
(Signed) ~ CECIL BEADON,
Under-Secy. to the Government of Bengal.
REPRESENTATIONS FROM MASTERS OF SHIPS FRE-
QUENTING THE PORT OF CALCUTTA.
To ;
Tup PRESIDENT axp MEMBERS or ir
CHAMBER or COMMERC I, CALCUTTA.

Gunriney,—We, the undersigned conmanders of ships frequent-

LAAAA
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ing the port of Caleutta, beg to call your attention to the following:

fmpediments thrown in the way of the shipping intorosts here,
thinking that they might be removed if you would kindly use your
influcnce with the Government and mereantile community of
Caleutta. -,

Firstly. Ships mriving at the Sandheads are very frequently .

“ordered to anchor, aud detained for pilots from one to ten days, and
this sometimes with very great risk of lifeand property, as in the
case of most of ourselves ; not to mention the great inconvenience.

to passengers caused by the tide often bringing the ship’s stem to

the wind and sea, thus making it requisite to put the dead-lights in.;
all this happening, too, when a wind is blowing which would carry
the ships to Caleutta. .

‘We are prepired to prove that, had pilots been on the station in
the carly part of October, several ships would have been saved
from one to three hundred pounds ineurred for lost anchors and
chains, ‘steam hire, &c., not to mention time and wages ;—all thistoo
in a port whose ordinary expenses are about £3500" per- ship more
than in most others. !

To us there seem to be two ways of meeting this difficulty—cither
by increasing the number of service, or their power of locomotion ;
we understand that the number of pilots is not greater than, if so
large as, when the trade of the port was but half what it is at pro-
sent ; whilst the same class of vessels is employed to supply them
to ships. We would suggest that the pilot vessels should be
steamers, fitted to use their sails only in all ordinary circumstances,
most of their expense would be rel;nid to Government by their
towing disabled ships ; then when the station has no pilots a
steamer might convey the detained flect into comparatively safe
anchorage at Saugor, or their officers might be sent in with those
ghips wheni the wind was fair, and a steamer might feteh theso off.
cers out again ;'_for it must ho remembered that the southerly wind
which makes the ) at the Sandbead:
wind into Saugor roads.

'Anot]\er great impediment is there being no Upper Gasper
Light after September, which prevents pilots from bringing disa-
Dled ships into safe anchiorage, Tor example, a few days since, a
#hip with a broken windlass had to anchor

dangerous is a fair

! 3 near the lower CGasper
Liglit using akedge anchor, and that with 300 soldiers on hoard,
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endangering their lives when'an upper light would have led them

" into safety.

Wo suppose that two steamers at the Sandheads would' .do much
more setvice than three brigs ; and having steam at their command
would supply that power of expansion which the service requires,

for we aro told that abt some seasons of the year its present state .

is sufficient for the demands of the port.

The expansion alluded to would be obtained by a very fast stcvmwr
of vory light draft, to bring down pilots to all ships lying a “Sau-
gor without them, or to one of the pilot steamers waiting there to
receive the pilots and carry them to sllipg at anchor at the Sand-
Teads. If this bo found not sufliciont, the service should also be
inereased. i

Secondly.  On arriving in Caleutta, ships are frequently, exposed
o much risk by having to moor in a stream running more than
goven miles an hour, making it dangerous to approach them by
Toat ; if $hey should be fortunate cnough to, eseape breaking their
cables and cutwaters, or collision with others that have done so,
they must bury an anchor, so that great labor and expense is re-
quired toweigh it.

Tixpensive mooringsare provided, butnot a sufficient number for
the trade of the port, and if ships arrive during a native holiday,
the Buropean officers  of all Government appointments must have
oxtra pay, which is charged to the ships :—we allude especially to
the harbour masters and Custom House officers.

Thirdly. We would call your immediate attention to the great

7isk of fire which threatons all ships in moorings, from the blazing

wood-fives and unrestricted naked lights on board the large number
of dinghees and other hoats covered with mats and straw, which
lie between them. and the shore. A fire that should destroy
the double line of ships from Baboo Ghaut to Fort Point, would be
followed by some stringent rules respecting fire.  Why should they
not be made now ? for “ prevention is better than cure.” In Lon-
don fires are not allowed in docks : why should boats composed of
wood, mats and straw be allowed tolight naked fires to windward
and under the very bows of aline of ships full of life, and worth
with their eargoes upwards of a million of money. How often, too,
are men seen smoking on the thatched roofs of boats in the same
position.

M
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Fourthly. " When our ships are up this diffiouls river and
moored, the nextb {roubles. are tho unpcthmcnts L]uown in the way
of discharging. cargo.

In Madras (by a general agreement) the agent of each ship lands
her cargo, which does away with the necessity of assorting it in the
hold of the ship (warm work for Buropean sailors in this climatc),
Dy which means the cargo is oub quicker, cheaper, and in much
better order, because. the consignees of goods have not to keep
empty boats waiting alongsido until tho goods arc at hand : and
the goods are not rolled over soveral times before being discharged:

_for the purpose of finding those whose consignees have hoats
alongside. Al drinkables, glass, red lead, &e., suffer much in this
way, and most of the packages landed broken receive, their injury.
in this port after the ships’ arrival. Here is another great source
of expense to ships. In Madras the agents of the ship are allowed
to detain the goods in the Custom House until the boat-hire is paid.
a law of this Xkind would be most valuable here. The. Custom
House might protect itsclf by charging a fair rate on cach packago
left there over a certain time.

Consignees tell us that the state of the Custom Houso as to
capacity and system is such that this plan’ could not be carried out
Tere, bub surely the Custom Housc capabilities should grow with
the trade of the port; what is done elsewhere may be done lere.
How is work carried on in othor eities having large and rapid
rivers; do not large ships discharge their cargoes in a fow days
(we might almost say hours) in all places whero the Government
and mercantile community combine to give despatch to shipping ?

Lastly.  Another impediment is that ships are prevented from
discharging or taking in cargo on both sides, unless they incur the
expense of a sccond Custom House officer—suroly the Custom’
House should watch its own interests (supported as it is by heavy.
duties) ‘without cramping the frec action of ships, - Not knowing
how land may be owned by Enropeans in Caleutta, we do not fecl
ablo to suggest the best way for supplying the port with tho usnal
appendages of wet docks, wharves, sheds, warchouses, tmm\vnys,
doe.:—all we can say is that other ports have them, and Caleutta needs
them. If that part of the Caleutta side of the river which is devoted

to ships bo full, surcly moorings or wharves might he constructed .

further north, in a part, too, where good sheds and warchouses

xeb

“ould De a great improvement on the wretched Tints and fi Tthy
open sewors which line the banks of the river. Then ags Ain parts
of ‘the. other side might be converted into web docks, de., &e.,
which with a branch Custom House would give the merchants the
means of storing goods ready to be sent up-country by railway.

We fecl that in asking you to devise a plan by which these dif-
ficultics will be remedied, and to introduce the subject to the
Govornment of Bengal, suggesting the improvement you think
requisite, we are only sceking that safety and accommodation for
our ships which the advancement of the age has made usnalin all
civilized parts of the globe, and trust that those enterprising mem-

“bers of your community who may embark their ability and capital

townrds the carrying out of a well-formed schomo may bo amply
rewarded for their well directed endeavors.

Caleutta, December 6, 1861,

Baward Hight, Commandor, Ship  Renown”

© W. Owen, ” »  “Nile.” -
Henry Toynbee, 3 » “ Hotspur.”
Thomas Pain, 1 T, ¢ Patician,
‘William Connell,  ,, »  “City of Madras.,”
Wm. Bond, ” »  “Nugget.” .
Tawrence Webster, ,, w  Jallawar.”
T, Coulthurst, » »  “ Mooresfort,”
‘Willizn Grierson, » ¢ Asia”
J. mncsvToyn\)ce, » w8t Lawrence.”
R. Wilson, » »  “ Rowena.”
Wi, Js. Ferris, 2 s *Iolmsdale.””
A. Hutehison, » Stcnmcr “ Lancefield,”

““Joseph Watson,” ,,  Ship * Clarence.”’
TRobert Deas, » »  “Conflict.”
Johh Puedy, ., »  “Birkby.”
Robt. Wright, 5 » “ Ramillies.”
James Cammell, » » ‘¢ Middlesex.”

" Thomas Nickels, »  “DBlanche Moore.”

H. P. Keen, 5 » % Utopia.”

W. Howard, » rque’ “ Poictiers.”
James M. Oubridge, ,, Ship  “ Champion of the Scas.”’
¢ Gustavus R Kindy, ,, » % Athenais,”

B2 5l
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Juo. Deal,  Commander, Ship * Orixa.”

Wm. Henry, » 5 Warrior Queen.”

H. Maugere, » 5 %N, Dame de Victoires.”

T. Gachet, 1 » %8t Vineent de Paul”
Tsaac Bogart, 2 T, «Homa?

TRobt. Thomson » » @ Scawfell.”

Samuel Parry, » » ¢ Samarang.”

Poter Hickman, » » ¢ Mahratta.”

C. H. Middleton, »  “Maria Hay”
M. Clarke, » »  “Geologist.”

John McDougall, 5« Helen Douglas.”
Duncan Nicholl, 5 » " Mooltan.”

Thomas Moore, » » Victoria Regia.”
William Pearce, ,, Barque “ Heversham.”

Robert Blair, 4 . Ship ¢ Talayera.”

William Clark, N , “ Arcthusa.”

John Sergent, s % West Dorby.”

K. McKenzic, N »  “Pudsey Dawson.”
. T. Monnerot. 3 » Y Joachim,”

L. Beliard, » » ¢ Xantho”

Geo. 1. Forster, B, ¥. 5, 8. 8. “Hydaspes,”
G. P. Poussicr, ,, Ship “Rubens.”

W. Lerdy, » . »  “Union”

B. Frazer, » »  “Decide.”

T. Vincent, » » - Marie.”

D. TFowler, 5 8.8, “Thunder.”

Geo. Ross, » Ship  « Hashemy.”

Charles Hodder, " » ¢ Camperdown.”

8. B. Sheard, » » ¢ Adamant.”

Trank Putt, N . “John Chism.” :

Myr. Longridge’s description of the Mutlal extracted from his thpm'é
on the Caloutta and South Hastern Railway, dated 21st May 1857.

THE MUTLAH.

66, The Mutlal, the sea entrance to- which lies about forty miles
to the eastward of the ITooghly, may be rather designated an inland
creck or arm of the sea than a river, inasmuch as the fresh water

i
i
i
i
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entering it is extremely small. Tt is of greab depth, in no place
Jess than four fathoms ab Jow water spring tides. Itis free from
shifting sands, and the chaunels appear to have suffered no mate-
rial alteration from the year 1839 to 1853, when it was Jagb sur-
veyod by Ticut, Ward, who reports 0 thab cffect.

Mo alio states that tho buuks ab the sand heads afford good
anchoring-ground, and that the tides with a velocity of four
and a quarter miles per hour dwring the springs, and about two
miles in the neaps.

G7. Tt communicates
dlmrree, and the Balliaghatta and
system of inland navigation by the Atturn
Crook, and the Biddiah River, the former at the head of the Mutlah,
the second, ab the wesb end of the East and West Teach, about ten
miles lower down, and the last atthe Cattalleo.

Mhoso xivers, wnlike tho feeders of the Hooghly, do not bring
down largo volumes of fresh wabor charged with silt, but ave
yather vast receptacles for tidal water, flowing up and down twice
in the twenty-four hours, and thereby scouring and preserving the
channels of the Mutlalh.

05, Tho Muthh is lso free from the boves of the Hooghly, so

with Caloubta by means of the Biddia-
Polly Canals, and with the vast
Banka, the Hoogledeo

destructive to life and property, and it would afford accommodation

for an immense amotnt of shipping of the largest size. Making
Allowance for alarge increase in tlio averago sizo of vesscls, I
have showed in the memoranduwn addressed to the Goverument of
Tndia, 13th Deconber last, tha what T have there termed the upper
site, would accommodato from 250 to 240 ships, and the lower site
in the noighbourhood of Bdoo Crock. 630 ships of the largost size,
and still leave ample xoom for ships swinging in the strcam.  So fav
then, as regards accommodation for shipping, it cannot bo denied
that the Mutlah posscsses natural advautages far heyond the
Hooghly. .

69. I will now examine it with reference to facility, economy,
and safety of access, .

As régards the question of ontrance it is one upon which any
opinion of mine would be of no value. I shall thercfore only
romark that having read and attentively listencd to all $hat has
fallen in oy way with reference thereto, T have met with no objec-
tion which has not been fairly and fully met by those who are

i
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probably. equally. competent to form an opinion with the objectors:
themselves. ' .

70 Tt s difforont whon wo como to 4o rospoctive merits of
rivors as chaunels of inland navigation.

Here the question is much narrowed, and is within the provinee

of the engincer as much as of the scaman,

71 In dhe first place then the freodom from hoves nd freshos, -

" and tho comparative slackness of the shroam of tide, are advan-
tages which cannot be denied to the Mutlal, o

72. Sccondly, we can show Dy tho soundings a far superior -

chaunel for navigation,

This will bo Dest secn by an cxamination of the low water

sections of the two vivers appended to this repért. That of ‘tho
Hooghly represents the low water spring tide depths in mid-chan.

nel, according to Lloyd’s survey of 1836, since which timo thero s
evidence to show a deterioration rather than an improvement.

The scotion of the Mutlah represents on tho same scale the Tow -
wator spring tido, dopth in mid-channél, from Waid’s Chart

of 1853. .

73. The first observation which prosonts itself is, that the dis-
tance from-the head of the Mutlah to the sen opposite Bulcherry
Tsland is 115,000 yards, whereas from Caleutta to Middleton Point’
is 174,000 yards, being a saving of river navigation in favor of the
Mutlah of 59,000 yards, or about 33} miles.

74. Inthe next place, if we consider asshoals all places with.
a less depth of water than twenty-four fect at low water spring.
tide, we sliall find the comparison as Tollows :—

) MUTLATL
No Shoals.
HOOGHLY.
Distance of Middle Teast depth of Water
of  Sheal from Length of Shoal. in Shoal.
“ Ilead of River.
No. 1 .. 25 miles. .o 800 yards. ‘... 16} fect,
Cy o2 N L1800, B,
» 3 » ... 1,800 .18,
, 4 » .. 5,000, w17,
» b » L0006,
» 6

» L BH00 15,

xev
. .
75, We also ind that to give a depth of 30 feet at low waler
ihe Mutlah would require decpening b four places, by a depth of
Trom zero to 6 fect for an aggregate length of 3,200 yards, wlu.]xb
the Hooghly, to obtain the same depth, would require decpening

“ab soven places by a dopth of from zoro to 15 feot, and oxtending

over an aggregate length of 45,000 yards.

This may be shown moro distinetly to the cye by tho diagram,
No. 2, in which the shoals aru’dm\vn to the sume seale, and all
collocted together, the park colored red heing that part of the
river bed which would require to be removed in cach case to obtain
a depth of 30 feob at low wator.

76. But this difference, striking as it is, does not ropresent
fully the superior advantages of the Mutlal, Tt is not only the
existence of the shoals, which must be looked at, bub their posi-
tion. 1t is obvious that a shoal, on which there is only a depth

<o 16 fect water, would cven, though six miles in length; be of

little consequence as compared with six diflferent shoals, separated
Dy intervals of miles from cach other. In the former case, a
vessel, with the aid of steam, might choose her time of tide, and
having passed over the shoal, proceed to sea without further
obstruction ; whereas, in the Jatter case, she can only pass over one
or perhaps two of the shouls, accoxding o their disbance, in cnch
tide, and must then east anchor till the noxt tide, to geb over one
or two more, and so on. This i exactly what happens in ho
Hooghly, whero the lowest down shoul is sixty-threo miles from the

fivst, whereas in the Mutlal, besidesthe shoals being much less, both

in oxtent and heiglt, they are all comprised within a distanco of
thirty miles, or if we neglect the fivst and last, which are very incon-
sidorable, and might very casily bo removed, the ouly then oxist-
ing shoals would he within a distance of 3 wiles.

77, This is a maktor of yery great importance, as it involvos not

only a difference of time and money, but also of risk, forina |

ziver Tike the Fooghly, it ‘may often ocour that vessels canmob
anchor with safoty at all times in those places where they would
roquire o wait for tho next. tide to float them over the next follow-
ing shoal,

78. It would be tedions to point out all tho advantages result-
ing to the Mutlah from such a staic of the channdls as is described
ahove, but it may be stated generally, that whereas a sliip drawing
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94 fooh water could only get to sea from Caleutta by the aid of
steant, and under the most favowrable circumstances, in three or
four days, or in the south-west monsoon in five days, tho sunc
vessol could at all times get "to sca from the head of tho Mutlah in
one day.

79. Before loaving this part of my subject, I must call your
attention to the fact, that ng of onc to two days in the des-
pateh and delivery of the mails betweon Calcutta and England
would be attendant upon the adoption of the Mutlah route. This
Tas boon forcibly pointed out in some remarks I have been favored
with by a gentleman well hequainted with the subjeet. T thereforo
franseribe what hie has Writton, merely premising that I quite agree

in his conclusions. e su;
« Tt is to be remontbored that; in the Hooghly, vesscls must
await the rise of tho tide, in cortain parts of the river, to cnable
them to cross the beds of sand in those places. In the Mutlah there
ave no such bars, and the largest ship can pass through it at dead
Jow water, consequently, supposing a railway Botiveen Caleubta and
the Mutlah, the mail might leave Caleutta at 9 A. 3r., and would
arrive at the Mutlah station ab 10. The steamer might start ab
11 A lways, which would enable her to get to sea with cortain-
ty before dark as the distance is only seventy miles.
< Starting from Garden Reach on the Hooghly, at the same timo
the stenmer would not get to sea under the most favorable circum-
stances until the following evenitig, and would thus be twenty-four
Towrs lakor than from the Mutlah, bus it sometimes happens during
* the neap tides, that the mail steamer docs not got to sca until tho
third day after her deparbure from Caleutta. At such times tho
Mutlah route would save forty-cight honrs or two days. The mail
stenmer Nubia, which has just left Caleutta, affords'an instanco of
this. She started from Garden Reach at 10 A. ar,, on the 9th instant,
and will not get to sea before late on the afternoon of this day
(the 11th) which is the third day.
 As respects the inward bound steamer, if she arrives at night
she must wait for daylight, even in the clearest and brightest
moonlight. There would be no such necessity in the Mutlah,
except during dark nights. 1t consequently happens that the mail
steamer does not arvive oft Garden Reach till the day after her
arrival in {he 1Tooghly, owing to the various sand haxs |.cfore named.
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Tn'tlic Mutlah she might come right up in'six lowrs without aziy”
obstructions whatever, might deliver the mail to the train, and the
Jebters might be sorted ¢ on' voute,” and bo ready for distribution on
arrival at Caleutta. Thus a day, and sometimes more, might be
saved in the transmission of letters from England to Calcutta, the
importanco of which is loft to the consideration of the public.”

30. I mysclf had an instance of this delay to the mail steamers
in the Hooghly.

T loft Garden Reach in the steamer Bontuwk at 6 A. . on the
9th April Iast, with a drafb of water of 19 fw(: 2 inches.

The moon heing ab the full, the tides were spring tides. ws
only gob as far as the bottom. of Oolabarria Rl,'wh and were obliged
to anchor for bwo hours, waiting for water'to carry s’ over the
Moyapore Sand.  Wo started again ab 10-15 A, dr, passed the
James ancd Mary ab 'zbouf. 1-30, and anchored again at Culpee
ab 2-45 . M.

THore we romained for want of water4ill 8-45 on the 10th, when
wo got under weigh, and arrived ab Saugor ab 2-25 r. ar., where we
again anchored for the night, there not being water to cury us
through tho Gasper Channel.”

Wo loft Saugor on the morming of tho 11¢h, and the pilot left us
ab 11-40.4. 3., 80 that wo had heen fifty-four hours in getting fairly
10 sen and this, t0o, at the time of tho spring tides, and in . steamer
Qeawing ouly 19 foot 2 inches water, and with fine weather. From
the liead of thic Mutlah we might ave been ab sea in ten hours with.
the greatest )

81 The saving of money conscquent upon the adoption of the
Mutlah route would be no less striking than that of timo. .

82. Mo show this, I have prepared the aunnexed statements,
showing the charges wpou a ship of 1,000 tons in: each river, and.

resulting in an cconomy of 11s 9d. por ton in favour of the Mutlal,

83. This arises chicfly from tho three items of pilotage, steamor
hiire, and the greater despateh in loading and unloading.

84 With respoct to tho two former, T neod: not add anything
o whatt goes beforo: bub in' referouce to the Iatter I may remark,
that I have ovory reason to think it is understated, This will,
pevhaps, bo more readily admitted if I point out Driefly Llno cliof
causes of delay in the Hooghly.

T RRATITY
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85. They ate as follows : 4 :

. The loss of timo in getting upand down the river, which, i

in s]nps of considerable dmughf; of water, is from 3} to'5 days, and b

sometimes more. i
2nd.  Owing to tho frequency and extenb of the shoals in the
Hooghly, it is- only at spring tides that ships of heavy draught of 4
wator can get to sca, so that it often happens that a ship, after she
is ready for sea, has to wait several days for the spring tides, and if, -
as sometimes happon, she misses one tide s]w must wait fourtoen |
days for the next springs, i
8rd. Great delay is caused in the Hooﬂ]rly Dy the system of i
discharging and taking in cargo by cargo-boats, as there are no

wharves. This is unavoidable ; but in a river like the Hooghly, i
it is especially productive of loss. - i
Rapid tides, freshes, and ocoasional hores are only a portion of i

those difficultics under which the shipment of goods in the Hoogh-
Iy labors, and which eventuate in frequent and serious delay.

806. This will be avoided in the Mutlah, as the ships will there
cone alongside the wharves, and not only avoid 'the cargo-boats,
‘but have every facility of proper warchouses and cranes connectod
with the railway, for loading and unloading tho'curgo. Nor will
time be the only saving:  The amount of loss from pilfering in. the /
Hooghly during the transit of goods by the cargo-boats to the
ships, is very great, and was estimated by the Wet Dock Committee,
1846,at one per cent. on the cxports and imports of Calcutta.
This would amount to the enormous sum of £206,701 ; and though
Tam inclined to think this beyond the reality, there can be no
doubt that the loss from this source is vory large indeed. In the
Dutlah this loss would be almost entirely avoided.

Comparative Statement of Charges in the Hooghly and Butlah.

HOOGHLY.
Charges on a vessel of 1,000 tons.

87. INWARDS, viz i—. . |
TS. A, P. RS, A D, RS.-A T, : i
i

Pilotage, 17 to 18 fect ... 370 0 0
, Loss for steamer w92 80 - H

——— 277 8.0 . !

Xeix

Light duty, 2as. per ton ... o125 0 0
Buoy duty, fa. per ton 46 14 0
Moyapore magazine duty, jc. .. 110 0
Marine registry e 62 80
Steam hire, three days . ... i 1,050 0.0

ipm 8o
Iy Porr (60 days)—

Transporting into moorings 25 0 0
Hauling out w2600
Use of moorings, suy 40 dnys .. 360 0 0

00

‘Wages and provisions, 60 Rs. per day 3,600
Interest on capital, at & per cent.
for 60 days . .. 1666 0 O
Tnsurance on river risk, § per cent. ... 166 0 0
Dopreciation “for wear and tear, at
10 per cent. per annum... 8332 0 0
———— 9175 0 0

‘OUTWARDS—
Pilotage, 20 fect . 600 0 O
Less for steam . 150 0 O
450 0 0
Steam hire, 3} days ... e 1,225 0 0
5 return W 200 0-0
. ——— 18750 0
Gratuitios to Pilots—
TInwards and outwards, aboub we 400 0 0

13,027 8 0
Charges per ton, 13,027 Rs.=20s.
MUTLAH.
Charges on'a vesscl of 1,000 tons.
88, INWARDS :—
Pilotage, not compulsory nor mneces-
sary, but say at frst . 100 0 0
Light duty e 62 8 0
Buoy | 5, N we 270




K
Marine regisiry 31 40
Steaming .. “w 350 0 0O
567 8 0
Iy Porr (40 days)—  *
Hauling into wharf ... . 25 0 0
» out of . . 200
Use of mooring posts 50 0 0
Wages and provisions 2,400 0 0
TInterest on capital, 5per cent.” ... LII1 0.0
TInsurance on river risk } per cent... 62 0 0 .
Deprecidtion, 10 per cent. por anmum 2,221 0 0
. —— 5,895 0 0
OUTWARDS—
Pilotags, not required, bub say
ab firsh .. 150 0 0
Steam hire ... e 350 0 0
5 5 Toturn . 200 0 O
——— 700 0 O
T 7,162 3.0
Charges per ton, 7,162 Rs, = 14s. 3d. .
89. Comparison of Charges—
B 5 d. B
. . Hooghly w. 26 0 per ton.

Mutlah .. .. 14 3,

Difference in favor of Multah ... *.. 11 9 per ton.
Being £587 10s. on a ship of 1,000 tons.

90.. Trom tlie above remarks I think it is apparent that the
Mutlah possesses natural advantages which cannot be claimed for
the Hooghly, nor do I believe that an cnormous outlay in original
work and maintenance would put the latter river on an oquafity
with the former. .

9L This being the case, we have a right to assume that a very
large amount of tonnage will be attracted to the new port. - It is
not likely that the Hooghly avill be entirely deserted ; but rather

ol
fliat the rapidly inereasing braffic of this part of India will seck
he superior outlet of the Mutlah, and that the larger class of vosscls
and steamors will' ero long be found there. E

Caloutta, 14th January 1863.

‘To
T PRESIDENT Axp COMMITTEE or win
! BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
GexTLEMES,—Since laying before you my project for providing :

wot docks for the port of Caleubta, and for opening a communica-
tion bebween Caleuttn and the Mutlah-by means of a ship canal
in conneetion therewith, T finda very general opinion exists as to
the necessity of providing docks, while, at the same time, there is
somo difference of opinion as to the need of the canal, this differ-
cnce of opinion being duc to the fact that the positive deterioration
of the navigable channel of the Hooghly has never yet been placed:
Deyond dispute. S
T think it proper therefore to inform you, that it is by no means
nocossary, in tho frst instance, to construet tho'eanal.  Abstarting,
the docks alone might be made, and during the preliminary oper-
ations careful surveys. and observations should be undertaken to
ascortain $ho real stato of the Hooghly. Should it be found that the
* yiver is doteriorating, arrangements should be made to start the
ship canal ; i, on the contrary the navigation of tho Hooghly is
not impeded, T should proposc that a conduit should be constructed
only, sufficiontly large to bring up cenough water from the proposed
settling rescrvoir ab the Mutlah to supply the docks, the proposed
conduit being so laid out, and the excavation from it so deposited,
that ab any future time the echannel might be deepened and con-
verted into a ship canal. T'have estimated that the cost of such
a conduit, and that of converting the Augachia Khall into a sot-
tling reservoir, would be about Rupees 16,00,000, making, with tho
estimated cost of the docks, a total of Rupees 97,00,000, or, in
round numbers, a million sterling.
T am thoroughly convinced that if docks are provided “for this

port they must bo supplied, with watcr from some other source :
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than the Hooghly, as the water in that river would soon become
foul,- and convert the dock into a source of disease and danger to
tho surrounding neighbourhood. It should- also be remembered
that, in the -event of its ulti; y being idered ary to
iake the ship canal, the proposed outlay on the conduit and set-
tling reservoir at the Mutlah will be turned to good account; where-
as if it was oven thought the Hooghly water might bo made fit for
the purpose, by passing it through settling reservoirs on the banks
of the river, the expenditure on such works would be lost, added
to which, the docks would have to Bear the great and constant cost
of periodically cloansing any such reservoirs.

1 have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most ohedient servant,
. FRANKLIN PRESTAGE.

No. 4.
Caleutta, 20th January 1863.

To '
Tre PRESIDENT Axp COMMITTEE or rup
BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

GexrLeMeN,—As I prosume. you will shortly be enabled to arrive
ab some decision as to the merits of the project I lately placed
Dofore you for providing wet docks to the port of Caleutta, and
as it appears to me very important some expression should he gobi
Doth from your Chamber and the Government before Mr. Purdon
Jeaves this country for England mext month, I beg to submit
the course which Mr. Purdon and myself would recommend as
+he one that appears to us should be followed to ensure the suecess-
fully carrying out of the object we have in view. B

In the cvent of your Chamber’s decision being favourable to the
project, we would suggest that a Committee should be formed of
some of your members who arc most interested in the. shipping
of this port and who might be disposed to take an active part in
forming the local hoard of a public company to carry out the
proposed works ; it would also be necessary to secure the services
of some gentleman who would act as scerotary to the committee,”

, ciii N
and who with a thorough knowledgo of the port and its require-
ments could give the necessary amount of timo to assist in obtain-
ing the required information and support to enable the promoters
to go before the Tnglish public. )

At the same time we would suggest that no time should be lost in

. appointing an engineer and surveyors to make tho necossary surveys,

so,that the position of the docks and the exdct mode- of supplying
them with water could be determined, the proposed surveys of tho
Hooghly should also be starteds and comparative sections of that
river compiled from the most reliable charts that have heen in
‘existence, say for the last fifty ycars, such scctions would at once show
the state of the river in so elear a manner that it would not even
roquire an engincer to perceive whether it is deteriorating or not.
Your Chamber must be well aware all this cannot be done with-
oub a cortain amount of expenditure. I therefore now lay before
youan ostimate of the probable cost of the nceessary establish-
~ments with a suggestion of how the money may he obtained. To
begin—TI would wish to point out that I should be glad to act under
the committee’s instructions, and if necessary to continue to give
time and attention to divecting the survey and engineering opera-
tions gratuitously, but my prosent duties would not admit of my
giving the whole of my time to them, nor indeed would it be neces-

" sary that I should do so.

I cstimate tho cost of establishment as under :—
Secrctary’s Hitablishment, *

Salary of Socrolary, say-permensom 800 0 0

Oflice establishment of do. w100 00
e — 900 0 ©
Engincering Establishment,
An Engincer who .should give his
whole time to engineering” and R
surveying operations, per mensem... 800 0 0
A Surveyor, do. : . 250 0 0
D and Native Establishment,
per mensem R . 150 0 0
’ — 1,200 0 0
2,100 0 0

cizrre
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making an expenditure of ‘rupees two {thousand one hundred per
mensem. . .

Considering the great importance of mot loosing the prosent
working scason, and of laying this project before the monied inter-
st in England at a time so much capital is secking investment, and
from what passed at an intorview I lately had with His Honor the
{ieutenant-Governor of Bengal, I entertain great hopes that upon
Tecoipt of an ofiicial application from the proposed committeo the
Government would advaice the amount xequired to meet the neces-
expendibure for this season, which would be about Rupees
15,000, and I do not.$hink it would be Dble to also ask for
the sum of Rupees 5,000 for preliminary expensos for forming a

company in London, making in alla tobal advanco of Rupoos:

920,000 which might be returnod to Govermment when the com-
pany’s arrangements are completed.
Phere is one point which I omittod to point out o your Chamber

and which T think may have some weight with you in- deciding in .

favour.of the docks, at present the tidal wa

oin the Hooghly is
yery mueh checked by the sumber of large ships moored in the
am of thab river, off Caleutta, and the consequence is that tho
swoep of the'ebb is very much weakened. .

By romoving tho ships from the stram in the mumer proposed
Dy ‘giving them web’ dock accommodation there would b ovory
yeason o hope tho sweep of the ebb would be strengthened, which

stre

no doubt would Iead to the chauncls of the river heing deepened,
at least we have this fact before us that the Thames has very much
improved since the year 1823, and oigincers attribute the improve-
ment partly to the removal of old London Bridge and partly to the
Jarge ships being remoyed from the pool by giving them wet dock
accommodation,

T enclosoa comparative scction showing the state of that river
in 1823 and 1859, which clearly shows the improvement that las
taken place.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlomen,
Your most obedient servant,

FRANKLIN PRESTAGI

ev

No. 4.
! Caleutta, 4h February 1863,
o .
e PRESIDENT axp COMMITTEE or e

BENGAL GHAMBER or COMMERCE.

GextiEMEN,—Your Secretary having informed me of your in-
‘tention to tako the sensc of tho whole of the mercantile commu-
nity upon the merits of tho project I have lately laid hefore you
for providing wot docks to the port of Caleutta, I now wish to submit
for the information of such of your members as may not be dis-
posed to poruse the whole of the details I have already laid beforo
you o briof deseription of tho advantages the proposed docks would
e to your port.

1. TInstead of tho ships frequenting the port being compelled
4o lic in an open river subject to bores and fearful curronts with a
.considerble amount of rise and fall of tide, making it difficult, and
at times very dangerous, to approach them, they would bo snugly
borthed in a dock at a uniform level without any strain on the ship,
and so that any ono may step aboard from the quay. walls.

2. Tnstead of ships being compellad to lay in the port for weeks
discharging and “shipping their cargo in tho most primitive
manner by having it eithor landed or put on board by cargo boats
manned by indolent natives, they would be brought under ware-
Tiouses or quay walls and boloadod or unloaded in a fow days cither
Dy steam o hydraulic machinery, and thus be almost independent
of native labour ; this arrangement would enable ships to clear tho
port in about quarter tho time thoy often take at presont.

3. Tnstead of cargoes heing pilfered as at prosent in their tran-
sit cither to or from the ships they would be most complotely
protected. The dock committoo of 1844 sct down the yearly
saving undor -this head alono at Rs. 10,20,472 per annum ;
according to tho present tonnago of the port and at the dock com-
mittee’s estimated porcentage the amount would now be increased
o R, 23,00,000.

4. Tnstead of ships being exposed to firo as ab present they
would also be most completely protected from it.

+ 5. - Instead of merchants being compelled to keep up large Turo-
pean and Native establishiments that thoy cach may land, protect,
0
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store, and forward their goods; if they wish .they may be relioved
of ‘all those duties by the dock house establishment in the same
manuer as in the London and other modern docks.

6. By concentraling the shipping in docks at a convenient spot
all ihe railways could be carried to them which would allow of
cirgoes being loaded directly into railway trucks or unloaded out of
them :and considering the cnotmous quantity of exports and imports
that will find their way cither %o or from the port' by the various
railways, this is an advantage that should ot bo lost sight of, *

7. By concentrating shipping in the manner proposed and in a
healthy neighbourhood provision might be made for properly quar-

tering the crews instead of compelling them to seck quartels and |

reereation in the most filthy and wnhealthy. parts of the town as at
presont, this coupled with the advantage to the men of only being
a féw days in the port instead of, some times, months, could not fail
to benefit a large and deserving class of our fellow countrymen. ©

In the estimate T lately laid before you, showing the comparas
tive charges on a vessel coming'up the Hooghly and discharging and
shipping ‘her cargo in that river with the charges on a- vessol
using’ the Mutlah the proposed ship canal and wet docks, I showed
that after sotting apart sufficient revenue to give a retwrn of
12 per’ cont. on the total outlay a direet saving to the shipping of
the port would be offected of upwards of £320,000 per annum,

An estimate that Thave since prepared shows that if it is proved
to be only necossary to- make the docks and supply them with
water in the manner proposed in my letter of the 14th ultimo to
your Chamber, there will be a saving to the shipping of the port
of upwards of £356,000 per annum, after setting apart sufficiont
revenue to give a dividend of more than 16 per cent, on the outlay.
Most of these advantages will have long since been patent to many
of your members, for I observe in the Report of your Chamber from
1st January 1859 to 30th April 1860, you say *¢the time has
arrived however when nothing less than . the absolute possession
of wet dock accommodation will satisfy the increasing require-
ments of the extending commerce of Bengal ; the trade of tho
port has never been so urgently in need of it as at the present
moment nnd its mccssmt increase adds largely to the nccesslty
for p i with its actual and
prospectively greater demands,”

evii

T would wish to point out to such of your members as may be
in favour of giving some more incomplete temporary or probably
cheapor accommodation than that proposed. by building . quay
walls along -the banks of the river or running jettics into the
stream, that it is not-a matter of opinion but a “ matter of fact” that
wet dock accommodation is far superior to and in the long run
cheaper than any other. It appears to me we cannot do hetter than
benefit from the ri of the 2} and engi of the
two principal ports in the world, viz. London and Liverpool, and
we have before us the undeniable fact that the former port possesses
some- 330 acres of arca.in-wet docks and about fourteen miles of
quayage; and that the latter Das some 404 acres in docks and about
twonty-five miles of quayage, also that the wet dock accommo-
dation in both ports is still being increased.

Although tho question of providing wet docks has often been
Brought to your notice, and your Chamber has- strongly wrged on
the Government the nece§sity of their being constructed, I venture
6 submit $hat from all T can learn you have never had-any schomo
1aid before you holding out such benefits as the one now proposed.

T would also-wish o point out that it now rests with your Cham-
‘ber and the commercial community whether your port rcceives; the
fequired accommodation, for T have reason to beliove the Government
are propared to-do all we can ask or-cxpect of them; and some gen-
tlemen who have the confidence of the Home Government and
‘public aro prepared to bring the scheme before the English public;
“witlra view to got the required capital subscribed:

Tliave the honor to be,
‘ Gentlomen,
Your most obedient servant,
FRANKLIN PRESTAGE,

Caleutta, Gth Februaiy 1863,

1, W. I WOOD, Ese,
> Seerctary to the Bengel Chamber of Commerce.
Sm ~—with 1cfuencc to my previous communications. on tho
subject of wet dock accommodation for. the port of Caleutta, I
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beg to'state, for the information of the Committeoe of the Chamber:
of Commneree, that, having submitted the project for the consider-
ation and opinion .of Sir Arthur Cotton, I have been favored with
tlie following expression of his views, which, I am sure, will com-
mand your Committee’s attention,

Yours faithfully,
FRANKLIN PRESTAGE.
Benares, 15t February 1863,

My dEAR Sim,—TI regret that my late travelling has prevented
my sooner giving to your letter of the 17th ultimo the attention
it required. In reply to your first point, the necessity of imprbv-
ing the means of shipping and discharging cargoes at Caleutta,
T cannot consider the present barbarous system of anchoring vessols
in ‘a tide way, and loading and landing cargoes by means of boats,
as anything but entirely disereditable inone of the most important
ports of the British Empire, the outlet of the largest population
of all the ports of the world. That such a port should be without
the means of shipment, which cvery civilized country recognizes
as indispensable, I conclude can only be accounted for by the

" unbounded field for enterprize and capital that India offers in so
many other directions; I cannot, however, think that any matter
calls more ecarnestly for the offorts of the Government and the
public than this, of relieving this great port from its present extra-
ordinary expenses and delays,

2.—With respect to the means now proposed by you, viz., web
docks, I am fully satisfied that no others can at all .meet the de-
mands of the case. Notlling else can possibly sccure the requisites
of cheap landing, quick dispatch of ships, and safety from five, pil-
fering, collisions, d&ec.

3.—On the question of estimates I am unable to give an opinion
on the cost, not having either experience or local knowledge for it,
but T have no doubt as to the saving, so far as T am able to judge,
both in the. shape of returnsto a dock company and of saving to
the merel and ship 5 that such port expenses
as those of Caleutta should. iave heen go long borne, when the
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yomedy is 50 obvious, would be strange indeed, bub for the reasom
I have already alluded to. . ,

‘With respect to tho Mutlah ¢anal, my opinions are i— :

1st.—All experience leaves no room for questioning this principle,
iz, that the ships must conio to the merchants. All ideas of con-
necting a distant anchorage with the morchants’ offices and ware-
houses by land carriage are utterly futile, and it is, if possible,
still more so to remove an established tile ¢ ity to a
now anchorago, Calcutta must continue to be the scab of the
mercantile community, and therefore the sole question in my judg-
ment is low the ships may be best brought to them,

2nd.—I consider the present evils connccted with the Hooghly
navigation insufferable, because they can certainly be in a great
measure removed, and, I think, at an expensoe abundantly within
+the expense that the saving would justify, .

3rd.—The matter, according to my view, is then reduced to this

point : which would be the cheapest and most cffective, to improve

the Hooghly ? or to cut the Mutlali Canal? T focl sure that the
Hooghly could be greatly improved ab a practicable expense, bub L
sce no possibility of its ever being madoe equal to the Mutlah, ac-
cording to- the report given of that river, nor inc/lecgl of its ever
‘being mado such a navigation as a first class port roquires.
4th.—So far, therefore, as tlio present-papers and my acquaintance’
with such matters go, I am cntirely in favor of the Mutlah canal. .
th.—With respect to the cost of that work, I must add that,
judging from the cost of dredging in the Gloucester Ship Canal,
and in the Clyde, as well as at Coringa, I think the cost greatly
over-cstimated : dredging on a large scale, even in deep water, has
of late yoars been so greatly reduced in cost, that it is far cheaper
than dry excavation. - .

T do not atbempt to do more than give you my opinions, on what
appear to mo the leading points in your scheme ; I wish they were
of more weight ; but I cannot say 1oss than that your whole scheme
most highly approves itself to my judgment, and I most honestly

wish that it may bo taken up by both tho Government and the

‘public, ;

Tt must not be forgotten, in judging of this matter, that your cal-
culations arc based upon tho present trade of _thu port ; whercas, if
ihe country is blessed with peaco, and the extension of communi-
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cations and othor- infernal improvemonts are continued, it'is iin:
possible to caleulato what the trade of Caleutta will inerease -to in:
a few.years: .

1 romain,
My dear sir,
Yours faithfully,
(Signed) A, COTTON.

Bevcan Cuamper oF COMMERCE,
Culoutta, 24th Febiuary 1863.

F. PRESTAGE, Esa.

- Sim,—I am dirccted by the Committee of the Ghamber of Cem--
merce to inform you that they have had under consideration your:
lotters of 27th December; 14th and 20th January, and 4th- and Gth
February, ‘and to communicate the following remarks upon tho
subjoct of wet docks as submitted therein.

Sinco tho year 1844 when the question of establishing wet- docks
for the -port of Caloutta was referred to a commitice by the
Government of Bengal, tho subject has been frequently beforo- the
Chamber of Commerce, who have on every occasion expressed an
opinion favorable to their construction, and they see no cause to
think Tess favorably of the project now.

That increased facilitics for carrying .on the yearly augmenting
{rade of this port are urgently demanded the Committeo entirely
agree with you. . +

They also concur in your opinion that the facilities which wet
docks are capable of affording, duoregard being had to their sanitary
influence on the locality in which they may be placed, are greatly
superior to what can possibly be afforded by the quay wharves or’
serow pile jettics which have been suggested as alternative schemes.
(oven: were it certain that such works could be solidly conmstructed
at a reasonable cost).both on account of the greater despatch which
wet docks would permit in the discharge andloading of cargocs,
and also by the far greater protection which they. would afford
against pillago.

" exi

Hvon df the projected improvoments of the river: bank involved
‘in quay wharves and jottics alluded to wore curied out, the
‘Committee have no hesitation in expressing their belief that thie
advantages of wet docks would be so decided that the bulk of
the shipping frequenting this port would resort to them, provided
they can be constructed and maintained ab such a reasonable outlay
as will admit of the dock charges boing fixed ab a moderate sum
proportioned to, the saving ‘of time which they would render
possible. - .

The Committco cannot however undertake to express any decided
opinion on the speeial project laid before them by you. Thero is
they think this tangible objection to tho schemo for a ship camal
from the Mutlah,—that the canal dues, inwards and outwards, which
aro set down at Re., 2,000, (and which could not probably be much

reduced in consideration of the costly nature of such an undertak-

ing) oxceed tho saving of steam hire and other chargos. incurred
by a vesscl coming up tho Mutlah in proference to the Hooghly,
and including the canal transit thore would be little saving'of time.
“Phere béing thus no advantage to vessols coming up tho Mutlah they
would continue to uso the Hooghly. The latter river, it is true, is
nore dangerous to navigation, or at least is said to bo so, but there
isa great conflict of opinion whether theriver is doteriorating ab
all; and many of tho accidents which take place are doubtless

- owing to clbﬁcioncy of towing power in the tugs cmployed, whilst
some are traccablo to tho inefficiency of the pilots, Morcevor the

increased danger ab cortain scasons of tho sea approach to.the
Mutlah  countorbalances to some extent the comparative safoty of
its river channel.

The Committeo aro disposed to think' more favorably of the
modified schomo for constructing a mero “ conduit,” for supplying
the wot docks with water, which might ultimately bo developed
into a ship carial should the Hooghly be really found to be becom-
ing loss navigable. .

‘Having thus gencrally oxprossed thoir"opinions upon the moro
prominent features of your project the Committee do not think
thoy are in o position, with the information at present before thom,
to do mote than recommend to His Honor the Licutenant-Governor
the appointment of a committeo to inquire anow into the whole ques-
tion of wot dock dati The d of ployed

¥
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'cai)itnl in England at this time, and the greater favor with which
Indian-investments are at present regarded renders this an auspici-
ous moment for launching such a scheme ; and the Committeo are
strongly of opinion thatif it were placed on the money market in
London backed by the recommendation of a mixed morcantilo
and official committee, the necessary capital would be raised there
avithout difficulty even without a guaranteed interest, provided the
Government is still willing to take shares in the undertaking as it
expressed its readiness to do in a letter to the Government of
Bongal from the Government of India under datc the 26th August
1861, and also gave facilities for ‘acquiring land, d&ec., which most
probably it would do. The Committto will accordingly place thom-
selves in communication with the Government of Bengal and sug-
gest the course already indicated:

In conclusion, I am desired to cxpress the Committee’s apprecia-
tion of the care and attention you have devoted to the subject of
your reference to the Chamber, and to convey their thanks for the
various papers you have been so good as to lay before them,

Iam,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
H. W. L. WOOD,
& ) e Secretary.

BeNGAL CuaMBER OF COMMERCE,

Calcutta, 27th February 1863,
Lievr.-Cor. J. P. BEADLE,

Secy. to the Government of Bengal,
. Public Works Department,

Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of your lotter No. 4255 of
the 19th September 1861 on the subject of the establishment of
wet docks for the port of Caleutta, I was desired by the Com-
mittec of the Chamber of Commerce to state that the positive
declaration by His Excellency the Governor General in Council that

a guaranteo of interest could not bo given, compollod thcm o

abandon the further consideration of the question,

exin

"The subjeet has again however been brought under the notice
‘of the Chawber in a series of communication from Mr. Franklin
Prostage, the Acting Agont of the Tastorn Bengal Railway Company,

and the result of that is ied in the ying
<copy of the Committce’s reply.

The m-mngemcnts for the loading and (hsclnrgmg of vessels
freq g this port are defective, the facilities which
abound in every other city for carrying on its trade are almost
entirely wanting in Caleutta, and the consequent delay and incon-
venience, and destruction and pilfering of property, are probably
unequalled clsewhere, and it is manifest that those facilities
which are urgently demanded by the yearly augmenting trade of
Caleutta can only be secured by a complete change in the u.mshu"
‘system.

Various schemes for- the p\ll'pnsc of affording those facilities
Tavo been discussed, but none so frequently or so camnestly as the
cstablishment of wet docks ; the Chamber of Commerce have on
every occasion expressed an opinion favorable to their construction,
and as the project involved in Mr. Prestage’s commiunication pro-
miscs all the requirements so long desired, the Chamber sce no
cause to think less favorably of it now.

At the present moment there are three schemes before the public
— iz, wet docks, quay wharves, and serew pile jetties : the ad-
vantages arising from cither of them would be considerable, and
cach would materially improve the trade of the port and the
general comfort and convenience of the city, but the Chamber have
10 hesitation in oxpressing their belief that wet docks would ho
,capablo of affording facilities far superior to what can possibly bo
afforded by tho quay wharves or jetties both on account of tho
greater despateh which the shipping of the port would always com-

, mand, and the protection and security of. property. The -advantage

would be so decided that wet docks would be gladly resorted
to by a considerable proportion of the tonnage arriving in the
iver provided the docks were constructed and maintained at such
areasonable outlay as would admit of tho charges being fixed at a
moderate sum proportioned to the saving of time which they would
render possible.

The construction of a ship canal from the Mutlah to Caleutta
in connection with the construction of wet docks was at first pro-

. P
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posed by Mr. Prestage, but that idea has been abandoned: or the
" modified minor scheme of & conduit” for supplying the docks with

water. This might . oventually be developed into & ship canal
should the condition of the Hooghly necessitate such a measure,
and the Chamber are disposed to think not unfavorably of that
portion of the project.

While tho Committeo however arc unprepared to do more than
give a general approval to what Mr. Prestage has submitted, they

~are’ of opinion that the subject of wet dock accommodation should

e carefully re-considered, and that the whole question should be
enquired into anew ; they therefore venture to bring . Mr. Pres-
tage’s proposition to the favorable notice of the Hon’ble the
Ticttenant-Governor, and they trast His Honor will sco sufficient
ground for their dation thata ittee be appointed for
that special purpose of reporting thercon.

In the communication from the Supreme Government to the

Government of Bengal, dated 26th August 1861, and marginally -

quoted in your letter of the 19th of the following month, it was
stated that the Government would, though opposed to any guarantee
of profit in any form, bo disposed to assist the scheme by taking
shares, with the privilego of nominating a portion of the managing
body and generally to render such aid as could appropriately be
given. . :

£ the Government aro still of opinion that the degree of assistance
which they were then disposed to give can yeb be extended, the
oxpression of such an opinion would probably enablo the promoters

of tho schome to raise & sufficient capital without a guaranteed

interest, for the abundance of uncmployed capital in England
at this moment, and the greater favor with which Indidn schemes
are at present rogarded vender this an auspicious moment for
placing sych a project on the London market, supported as it

would be by the dation of ‘the Committec and the favor-’

able opinion of the Gove‘rmﬂenf of India.

The .Committee of the Chamber desire mo to request you will
e so good as to take an carly Opporhinity of bringing this repre-
sentation to the notice of His Honor the Licutenant-Governor.

1 have the honor to be, &,
H, W. I WOOD,
Sceretary.

XV

. No. 1976.
Froa '
CoroEr T. L. OMMANKEY, R. E,
Offy. Seey. to the Gout. of Bengal, Public TWorks Department..
To N .
H. W.'I. WOOD, Esa., .
N .Secy. to the Chamber of Comanerce.

) Tort William, 25th March 1863. '
Marine. B

. .8m,—I am instructed by the Hon’ble the Licutenant-Governor

of Bengal to acknowledge your communication of the 27th February
1863, rospecting the construction of web. docks for the port of
Caloutta, on a seheme advocated by Mr. Prestagd, which is support-
cd by the -opinions of gentl of knoiledge and of experience
whom he has consulted.

2 Thie Tieutonant-Goverior has mo doubt whatover that

capacious and properly constructed web docks, well situated and
connected with the city and railway station by a tramway, would
e of great advantage to the port and o the shipping resorting to
it, as well as to all intorested in its trade. He also thinks that, if
+well managed, the establishment of 'wet docks -should be a sound
commercial enterprise, affording every chance of fair profits ; and-as
such that it should stand upon its'own micrits and be treated simply
as an ordinary commercial undertaking. K h .

3. The Licutonant-Governor is desirons of distinetly expressing
Tiis opinion that whilst every faéixipy should be ‘given by Govern-
ment to the undertaking as one iwhicli is likely to succeed and to
e very beneficial to the city and port, no step should be taken
calonlated dircotly or indircetly to give it an official or Govern~
mental character, Ho -cannot thercfore hold out any hopes of
Glovernment becoming & partuor ‘in ‘the ¢oncern "by taking shares,
or by the gift of land, or otherwise. At thesame time the Licuto-
nant-Governor fully recognizes the undertaking as one essentially of

" public uiility, and; wnder the provisions of the xocent Act of the
Tndian Legislature, No. XXII of 1863, will support any well con-
sidered and approved project for this purpose that may be brought

~forward by promotors able and prepared to cary it out,
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APPENDIX 0. : -

Statenent of the Funds of the Bengal Chamber of Comnerce from 1st November 1562

to 30th April 1863.

To OkiceRent..,..,.,..,.........,‘.. 900 0 O
) blisl o 4,479 0 0
5, Charges Geueml 2,159 4 0
55 Office FUINIBUIE 11vvcviverivreensiviernnss - 684 12 0

Rs.voe §,223 0
5 Balanceé :— * 822 0

Cash in Bank of Bengal 3,417 13 0

Government Paper 7,500 0
: 10,017 13 0
Rsovinne 19,140 13 . 0
———

By Balance of 31st October 1862 :—

Cash in'Bank of Bengal... 2,907 13 0

Government Pape 7,500 0 O
————10,407 13 ©
0

3 Subscriptions..... 7,302 0
7 Arbitration Fees G4 0 0
;, Interest for 6 months on .
per cent. Govt. Paper for
Rs. 7,500, less Income
TaX .oiveennne ()
,, Net profits of Price Cur-
rent from 1st Nov. 1862 .
to 30th April 1863.... 1,223 0 07
— 8,733 0 0

19,140 13 0

R

L I ‘
H, W, 1L WOOD,
Seeretary.

it




esix
“Statement of “the Import and' Export Tonnage of the Port of Calcutta from lst Jasuary to°91st Décember 1862.

TaIMPORT EXFORT..
Dumn, | Awcniess, | e | Aporur % Moxsin | awnmias, | paeven Ao (Mo
i i e
B 1
2 0,010, 80 |.650s0°( .02, 45l0 Bt} &2 { 61,007
1 72 633 0, G401 5 & | 0770 *
5 5| st | 68 18524 e
) 480 - | outsa| o0 16,200, ARy
1 50 00 | <30 s | ol ] w | a0
3 2301 s | o 401 | 70| 008
0 6300 e0ms [ 5 710 5| e
10 8455 1] Tom| 85 [ e
[ 100 oo | 108] €003
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Lewis, Bailey and Co.

nckiliop,
Mackinnon, Macke:
Tuckonic, Lyall and Go.
Tackoy and Ce

Inclvor, M.

WEMABERS OF ‘THE CHARABER OF COMMERCE.

ansson, 7. and C

(ettluv.u“ ]}ullm\ Vind Co,

Relly and
Kor, Dods and Co.
yull, Rennic and Co.

., Manager, Ccnml
Bank of Western India.

Agont Comorsi- Magtachlan, . 3

air and
Ty, l"leLfon\ i Co.
Mo, W, nd
loy and Hur

Monexdsamanth n'oso

slc, Joln and Co.

2o
col, Tl

fos i
' of Cash Balances in Tréasurics in Indin for 186263,
'eXXV
B - : Janua
ST | 50t June. | st ;uxm“gush‘ 5011 Sept. { ais Osk | 20 Nor | 315t Doo. [N oggh b, | g1st Mk |s0th Apekt
- i : ‘ Agibeg Joseph
Govorument of India.... 5,54,45,027 | 5,84,68,420 | 58485104 | 5,69,64038 | 5,64,03,038 | 5,70,22,000 | 5LHLH2 | 5,8816,905 | 5,60,42,000 | 6,10,16,838 | 4,40,67,617 A"xifﬁ?’é’or‘pomﬁ"fm’ Orienisl
» Dengal . 1,89,05,392 | 2,05,26,780 | 19910865 | 1,8407,800 | 2,00,23,061 | 1,83,30,027 | 17531717 1,84,70,464 | 2,10,51,281 | 1,8091,073 | 2,35,05,766 | Arg.cnh“(Soc“’lnnnd Co.
» . W. Provinces....| 3,00,73,095 | 3,25,03,056 | 327,21,090 | 30185020 | 270,83,212 | 245,98,700 | 8,18,54616 | -3,47,11,072 | 3,63,37,772 | 5,26,12,414 | 2,85,67,760 f\xfbm]cﬁ?n’n%m;:ﬁ“bda Co.
» Punjab 80,90,568 | 1,12,15,207 | 15312308 | 1271599 | 10760002 | 86,0461 | 992087 | 11845813 | 1,12,80211 | 1,205,852 | 1,20,99,640 : %ZL-TQ{{:‘IMI.““M“
» Madras 3,15,03,703 | 3,07,32,465 | 201,45,114 | 2,05,08057 | 2.40,88,602 | 21408806 | -2,064306 | 2,27,68473 | 2,59,27,024 | 2,83,60475 | 3,60,00,702 PTG e C——
» Bombay .| 8,32,58,625 | 3,43,08,638 | 33002918 | 3,02,83,670 | 2,74,14,520 | 2,30,22,400 | 2,62,93557 | 3,06,61,204 | 3,70,65,02¢ | 3,55,10,082 | 3,38,91,202 N . C"lmcq' th“"md
” Contrsl Provinces. | 55,0000 | *orgoey | wogssio | mignses | oogns | asmions | asasseg | avasoss | angnise | argogos | asgnon - o&mn“" o and Co
» Decean . 5 N 95 X
ecan .. 25,11,007 | 23,9009 | ozrtst | 1624692 | 1070051 | 120,854 | 1015013 | 1420865 078351 | 56,567,482 %“"’“’ Rfi‘.“:.,“{,‘fféo
o . oxxnr‘gtlwmnndco.c
tal......| 18,46,27,007 | 19,65,95, - |16 61588 |15 N Thos., Agent Borneo Com-
o 8,46,27,007 |19,05,95,262 | 145,10,349 18,222,007 |17,26,64563 |15,94,00,372 |16,84,80,802 |16,33,36,840 |10,74,67,152 | 10,54,83,089 |18,50,41,385 e o fom
Durslidt, Grob and Co.
‘and Ocsterloy.

Statement of Réceipf

ts from Income Tax and Stamp Duty from 1st

t May 1862 to 315t January 1863. .

Ixcons Tax.

Sravr Dury,

1st May to 3ist a1st
Julyymce. o I.I;:n\"»{l" s:gst m I‘ob tn flou. 1st May to 31st {1st August to 31st] st Nov, to 31st | 1st Feb. to 30th
2 uary July 1862. | Octobor 1862, | January 1863. | April 1663.%
Government of Tndia 3,13,846 3,9L874 310,511
" Bengal ... 21,97,692 14,69,9: 5 , SO I
o 69,950 14,12,015 14,80,025 12,02,086 14,35,842
" N. W. Provinces... 13,01,759 6,86,230 693,752 ! o .
- " s 98,7 5,62,35 72,57
» Punjab ... 3,17,253 2,15,314 92,004 SE0 oonr
g 2 2,49,436 210,600 2,923,019
» DIadras v 53" 52,7 . T o
i 515,808 535700 404,088 471,065 537,832 5,54,65¢
” Bombay... v B 94,63
> 11445 606021 700012 748243 687,516 813,203
» Gentral Provinces. 124976 | g st i o O
» Deccan ... 4,800 1% g 89,420 1,00,038 92,768
o L 6,088 15,000 14,473 16,405
Total 65,18,035 50,38,168 104018 ]
. ! 36,25,764 33,25,414 7,30,028
Averago per mensem Co.'s Rs.. 27288 | 13157 = MTW EEam——
: b 12,08,584 11,08471 12,46,342

* Returns of Cash Balances for April 1863,

IR
and of Incomo Tax and Stamp i)
aunp Duty Reoeptsfo tho quaier onded 808 Apil Linvo not yob been publied.

Toaving and G

Tiliods, ot fnd Co.

Fergusson, J.

Tituvilliam, V7. §., Tho Honor-
Moot Ghartivod ior:
cantilo Bank,

Toskor, Rogers nd Co.

Torrester,

Gillanders, “Atbuthnot and Co.

Gisborne and Co.

Gladstone, Wy Ihu and Co.

Graf and Ban

Gordon, Stuart 'md Co.

Grindiay and Co,

Grant, Smith '\ml Co.

Honderson and

THoudorson, Gcorge and Co.
Iuw

Toare, Miller and
H‘,\\cm A T, A,,ene Chartor-
Bank of India.

Tardino, Skinmor and Co.
Jenkins, Dearman and Co.

Plyair, Dancan and

onington and
clunollor, G. " Co's Succsssos,

Manager Comptoir
D'Eséomple de Pa

or and

Prostuich, B,

Tatsosoling, . B. and Co.

Tool Brothers
alli and Mavrojani,
2am Gopanl Ghoso ind Co.
Rolort il Charriol.

eior,
cliocno, kdbmn and Co.

art,

'l.mm- R, w

Yach, Hoilgors and Co.
|| ]Xmilmm and Co.

Whitnoy, 1

Foluson, P.

Viseman, Snch and Co.

WMEMBERS.

MOFUSSIL

Bochor, Wan—-Gouwlully, Assan.

Doverd, T ryunge.

(‘»po,][ il Co. Umnl,u!r

Gl Fohme—undont.

Hailton, Brown & Co.—Mirst-
pore,

ey

a, 3. 0. ad Co—lyal,
nm\ ml Dro othcl:, M

Kouny, J. .
Toad, Findlay & Co.




RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

.- CoAMBER oF COMMERCE.”

Second ...... That the object of the Chamber shall be to
watch over and protect the general interests
of Commerce ; to collect information on all
matters of interest to the Mercantile Com-
munity ; to use every means within its power
for the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the common good ;
to communicate with authoritics and indivi-
dual parties thereupon ; to form a code of
practice whereby the transaction of business
may be simplified and facilitated ; to receive
references and to arbitrate between disputants,
the decisions in such references being recorded
for future guidance.

Third .eesss That it heing highly desirable not to recognize

any principle of exclusion, all persons engag-

ed or interested in the Commerce or Shipping
of Bengal, shall upon payment of the Sub-
seription and on signature of the Rules and

Regulations, he admissible as Members in the

manner hereinafter deseribed.

Fourlh...... That Candidates for admission, proposed and

scconded by Members, may be admitted provi-

sionally as Members by the Committee, sub-
ject to confirmation at the next General

Meeting. )

Finsh....orees That the Socicty shall be styled « Tim BENGAT” ©

e

Fifth i

Siglh eees

Seventle.....

Bightl . -

Ninth +oveer That th

W

exxvii

NN

That voting by proxy, or by Members whose
Subscriptions are in arrcars, e not allowed.

That the Chamber reserves, to itself the right of
“expelling any of its Members ; such expul--

““gion o be decided. by the votes of three-
fourths of the Members of the Chamber.

That any number of Menibers present shall be
Jold to onstitute a General Mooting, called
in conformity with the Rules of the Chamber,
for the despatch of ordinary business ; bat

change in_the Rules of the Society..

idercd exeept ab a General Meet- ¢
ing at which the majority of the Members of
the Chamber shall be present.

.. That the Subscription for individual Members

of the Chamber bo 10 Rupees per mensem,

while thoso alonc carrying on business under

TV
bob

I

KAAl
184

K\Aooﬁﬂ.ﬂ V2NN

any style or fim do pay 16 Rupees “per

mensem. :
"hat the Subseription for Mofussil Members he .
wo Gold Mohurs or 32 Rupees per anmun. ! 3
o Dusiness and fands of the Chamber =

shall be managed Dby a Committee of scven o |
Members, consisting of a President and Viee- |
President and five Members, to be clected |
anmuallyTat o General Meeting of the Cham- :
ber in the month of May ; the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-Prosident, being ex-
officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absenco-of the Prosident and Vice-President,
the Committee . to clect its own Chairman.
Tour to form a. quorum ; the Chairman, in
cases of cquality, having the casting vote.



exxviii

Tenth ...... That the Committec shall meet on such day
of every week as it may fix as most con-
venient, for the purpose of transacting such
husiness as may come within the limits of the
objects of the Chamber, and that its procced-
ings be laid on the table open to the inspection
of Mémbcrs, subject to such Regulations as
the Committee may deem expedicent.

Eleventh..... All annual elections of President, Vice-Presi-
dent, and Members of the Committee shall be
determined by amajority of votes of Members,
such votes heing given in voting cards to he
issued numbered and signed by the Scer B
and no voting card shall be received for such
purpose unless so authenticated : and all va-
cancies created by the absence of the Presi-
dent, Vice-President, or any of the Members
from' the Presidency for two months, or by
departure for Turope, or by death, shall he
forthwith filled up, and the clection determin-
ed by votes of Members to be taken as above
in voting cards and declared by the Com-
mittec.

Twelfth ... That the Sceretary be cleeted by the Com-
mittee ; such clection to he subject to confir-
mation ab the next ensuing General Meeting.

Thirieenth. That the General Mectings of the Chamber be
held from time to time as the Committec for
the time heing may deemn necessary.  That o
Special General Mceting shall be ealled by
the President, or, in his absence, by the Vice-
President, or by his order on the requisition
of any five firms, Members of the Chamber,

! exxix
! to he held within five days subsequent to the
receipt of such requisition. i
! Fourleenih. That all Proceedings of the Committee be sub- i
. ject to approval or otherwise of General Meet- i
: ings duly convened. :

Fificenth... That strangers Visiting the Presidency may be i
introduced as Honorary Members for two
months by any Member of the Chamber in-
serting their mames in a hook to he kept for

! that purpose.

Siateenth... That the Committee be empowered to make
Bye-laws which shall not he of any force
until approved of by a General Meeting.

Sevenleenth. That an Anmual Reporb of the Proccedings be
prepared : and, after being approved of at a
General Meeting, printed and circulated.

Figlteenth. That the above Rules be "added to or altered
only by a majority of Members of the Cham-
ber.

Nineleenth. That the foregoing Rules De printed, and an
authenticated copy, subscribed by each Mem- .
Der on admission, be kept as part of the re-
cords of the Chamber. "That printed copies be
forwarded to Members of the Chamber, to the
Scerctary to Government, and to such other i
partics or authoritics as it may be desirablo
to make acquainted with the objects and
Raules of the Association.

ZRINTED BY SANDERS, CONES AND €0, NO, 25, LOLL BAZAR, i
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