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as members of the Cliamber, was, on the proposition of

!
i \ I
Appendi { ' ! 1
SupsreTs. TReport page. (Appendix page. . .
o i Proceedings of @ General Meeting of the Bengal l‘
st Tndinn Railway ...- 2 ; g Chamber of Commerce, held on the 10k Dec., 1862. “ 1
Tastern Bengal Railway 24 ; . . S, i ;
{hway 2 - L . |
Caleutta and South Eastorn Railway ... 25 ‘. John N. Bullen, Esq,, President, in the Chair. 1 l]
GO CANALS..vessonseererssmsoseeseseeseossesss: 2 ; | . {1
! h ; , [UUSURIYSVSSVE

TFunds of the Chamber ... 26 coxvi 1 . L. .
unds of the Ghamber - ! . The Chairman having opened the proceedings of the |
Membors of the Chamb 26 coxvii g op 1 i I
embers of the Chantber . Meeting by intimating the purpose for which it had !
Rules and Regulations of the Chamber ... -+ coxTil been convened, the Report of the proceedings of the !
e ! X . ;
i Committee for the half-year ended 31st October was |
: read by the Secretary, and submitted to the Meeting 31
. { for their approval. |
: : On .the proposition of Baboo Ram Gopal Ghose 1
! seconded by I H. Murdoch, Tsq., the Report was i
unanimously adopfed. !
The Committee’s conditional election of Mesers. i
1 i
Bewa, Dunlop and Co. and Messrs. J. Janssen and Co. '
53 ! !
“1
i

the President seconded by Mr. R. L. Eglinton, con-

firmed by the Meeting. |
The question of a public dinner, as submitied in i
), he Commiltee’s last Report, was reverted to by-the !
\ President, in the belief that alithough the proposition ‘:
|
|
!
|
|

was almost unanimously approved of by Members of :
the Chamber such approval was expressed under the !
impression that the expense of the dinner would be l[
defrayed out of the funds of the Chamber and not \i
by individual subscriptions. In order therefore to re- i

i
|
move.such impression, and to afford individual mem- ‘




. order to ascer!
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ber i "
proposal, he suggested that civeular be lssueq in
tain their present wishes on the sub‘]ecr,‘
igi ropositl abdindoned if fift
Dut thas the original proposition be abando . 13{
members did not subscribe, as a smaller zumber wou

ot be a fair representation of the Chamber on such,

a public occasion. )
The President’s suggestion was approved Dby the
eting.
Me’; ]txl: Dservices of the President, Vice-President, and
Members of the Committee during the past half-year
were acknowledged by a unanimous vote of thanks
proposed by Mr. J. Rome, seconded by Mr. G. M.
Struthers.

H. W. I. WOOD,
Secretary.

s the opportunity of siguifying their assent to the

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Revorr or moE  CoMMITIEE FOR THE HALF-YEAR
ENDED 31T OCTOBER 1862

COMMERCIAL TELEGRAMS FROM LONDON.

THE establishment of direct telegraphic commu-
nication between London'and Jubal having rendered
obsolete the system under which the Chaimber was
farnished with telegraphic reports of the Home market,
the Committee on the 30th May notified by circular
their readiness to arange a through message if the
mercantile community were. willing by subscription
to defray the ‘expense. It was explained that the
messages hitherto received huviﬁg by the liberality
of the Government of India been allowed to pass
free over the lines from Bombay and Galle, on con-
dition of their publication on receipt as public news,
the only expense incurred in conmection with them
had been'the anuual fee paid to the gentleman in
‘Loudon who undertook -their compilation, This
amount, not heing large, had been horne by the Calcubta
Chamber exclusively, though the messages had also
Dbeen published on receipt by the telegraph oflices in

- Bombay and Madras. As however the expense would

under the new system be greatly increased they had
asked the Chambers of Bombay, Madras, Colombo,
. B




4

Cochin, and Rangoon to share the exf)cnfc in 'future in
proportion to the interest which the bull({hﬂs might have
for their respective trades. -The Committee are glad. to
report that these Chambers have all expressed a will-

ingness to contribute and have approved of 4 scheme .
g

prepared by this Chamber apportioning equitably the
expense. - The Committee also appealed to the few

mereantile firms in Calcutta who are not members of -

the Chamber to join in bearing the expense incurred
in providing information. which is made available to
all, and they are glad to say not unsuceessfully, the
‘greab majority of those appealed to having agreed to
join.
"The reference above made to the arrangement con-
cluded with the Chambers of the other Presidencies
“will explain what, by the frequent réferences which

have been ‘made to the Committee on the subject, -

would appear not to be generally understood, viz the
_ introduction of quotations of a number of articles of
no special interest to the trade of this port which
were not included in the old form of telegram. The
present message being what may De termed "an asso-
ciated message, the articles referred to are quoted for
the benefit of the other Presidencies in consideration
of the proportion of the general cost of the telegram
borne by them. In view of the great cost of these
messages the utmost condensation is of course impera-
tive, but it is believed that in their present form they
reflect as accurately as is possible in such limits the

i}
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changes ‘which take place from mail to mail in‘all
important staples.

ADDRESS TO MR. LAING.
APPENDIX A.

On the resignation of Mr. Laing becoming known,
a desire was very generally expressed that an address-
should be presented to him setting forth the high
opinion which was entertained by the commercial
community of his services to India, their entire con-
fidence in the substantial accuracy. of his statements
of the finances of the country, and their regret at
his, resignation of the office which le held in' the
Council “of the Governor-General. Other sections of
the community having expressed a wish to join in
this address, it was decided to request the Sheriff to
convene a mecting at the Town Hall for the purpose
of adopting it.

The resolutions passed at the meeting gave ex-
pression mot only to the above opinions but ani-
madverted also on the style adopted by the Secretary
of State in addressing the Governor General in Cloun-
cil which is caleulated to impair the dignity of the
Government in the estimation of the people. It
referred further to the injurious effect of divergence
of action between the Government of India and the
Home Government, as evidenced by the reversal by
the Home Government of important measures sanc-
tioned” by the Government of India. Also to the
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impolicy of withholding the grants for public works and
education which had been promised. by the Govern-
ment of India but disallowed by the Home Govern-
ment : and finally to the nceessity of supervision of
the. expenditure in England’ of money raised by
saxation in India, such expenditure being believed to
De susceptible of considerable retrenchment. These
resolutions and an address embodying them having
Desn unanimously adopted were forwarded to M.
TLaing, and by the last mail a Jetter was received from
him in reply which, with the address, is printed in
appendix A The Committec. believe that the dis-
cussion which has been evoked by the’ circumstances
attending Mr. Laing’s resignation will ultimately prove
of advantage to India. o

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING WHARVES

OR JETTIES ON THE HOOGHLY.

APPENDIX B.

In the appendix will be found the report of a Com-
mittee appointed by the Government of Bengal to
investigate a scheme proposed by Messrs. Anderson,
Tergusson, and Henfrey for the construction of Jetties
and Wharves on the Strand Bank:  The Chamber was
represented on this Board by two members of their late
Committee. The scheme involved the grant to a pri-
vate company for a term of sixty years of the river
bank commencing from Clive Street Ghaut, and ex-
tending southwards for the distance required. Whilst

7

this scheme was- under consideration another project
was submitted by Mr. Bradford Leslie, civil engineer, for
the construction of a continuous wharf wall from

" Clive Street Ghait to Chandpaul Ghaut, varying in

width from 350 feet to 200 feet, and extending out-

_wards to such a distance beyond low water mark

as would ensure a minimum depth -of 24 feet, thus
allowing the largest class of vessels to be moored
alongside. The Committee offered no opinion on the
engineering features of these schemes, but, believing
citlier to be pm;:l,ic‘ab]o, give the preference to that
proposed by Mr. Leslie both on account of the superior
facilities which it.appeared to afford for the ‘commerce
of the port, ‘and because it did not involve the grant
to a private company of- the only really valuable
frontage which the city possesses for the loading

~and unloading of vessels, Instead however of

vesting in a private company the oceupation and
improvement of any part of the river frontage,
the Commitlee recommended the formation of a
river Trust, as exists at Glasgow or Liverpool, for the

carrying out of such works as might be found ne-
cessary, with power to borrow money on secwrity of
the wharf dues. In this conclusion the Committee of
the Chamber entirely agree.  'The necessity of improve-
ment of the Strand hank is undeniable. Its condition
is a disgrace to a port of such commercial importance,
bul urgent as is the need of improvement, such im-
provement would be dearly purchased by the aliena-
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tion for so long a period to a private company of this

. e
valuable portion .of the river frontage.  The Com-
mittee helieve that if the river bank was made over

ogest-

to a properly constituted Board of "Trust as sugg
ed, .and the necessary powers to raise money be given

‘to such Board, great public improvements might he |

cffected, not only.at no cost to the commerce of the
port but at an actual saving, regard being had to the
dolay now experienced by. the ghipping, and to the
damage and plunder-to \\v!xiclx merchandise is-exposed

under the present sysbem.

PROPOSED TORMATION OF A NEW PORT IN
' EASTERN BENGAL.

APPENDIX. C.

Tn August Jast the Committce received a communica-~
tion from the Government of Bengal forwarding a cor-
respondence between the Government of India and
the Government of Bengal on the subject of establishing
a new port on the Horungat tah, at or near Kutchooah,
and asking the opinion of the Chamber on this scheme,
and also as to the hest site for the proposed new port.
The late Lieulenant Governor, SivJohn P. Grant, ap-
pears o have formed a very strong opinion of the, de-
sirableness of affording a direct outlet by sea for the

large trade of Backergunge and the liastern Provinces, .

by which the expense, delay, and -1isk of the
lengthy circuitous route to Calentta through the Soon-
derbunds would be avoided. The question is a very
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important one, but the Chamber Dhas not at present
the data before it on which to form the opinion sought
by the Government of Bengal. They therefore sug-
gested that, with the view of collecting further infor-
thation, a Committee composed of two or three members
of the Chamber, a similar number of commanders of
vessels and of Government - officers, should proceed by -
steamer to the spot, and after full enquiry should draw
up areport on which action might be taken. The matter,
itis presumed, is still under the consideration of the
Government of Bengal.

STRIKE OF NATIVE BOATMEN.
APPENDIX D.

In May last the trade of the port was pub o great
inconvenience by a general strike amongst the native
hoatmen, consequent on an order which had been
issued- by the Conservator of the Port, prohibiting
the use of fire on hoard of hoats for purposes of
cooking unless in “cabooses constructed of, or lined
with, metal, and ordering all fires or lights on board
of such hoats to be extinguished ab evening gun-fire.
Although the Committee believe it to be very essen-
tial to avoid, wherever possible; giving encouragement
to such combinations (which are but too readily re-
sortied to in this country,) by conceding their demands,
it did appear that in this instance, regard being had
to ‘habits of this class of people, the literal carry-
ing out of this order would have been productive of
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veal hardship to them. The Committee therefore
placed itself in communication with the Government
of Bengal, and their reference resulted in the Con-
servator of the Port being directed to modify his no-
tification in the manner suggested by the Committee.
The strike thereupon came to an end. For all prac-
tical purposes in the opinion of the Committee the
new rules afford sufficient security to the shipping
against accidents by fire on Dboard of these boats.

STRIKE OF NATIVE CARTIMEHN.
APPENDIX L.

Tucouraged no doubt by the success which attended
the strike last alluded to, and previous similar com-
Dbinations, the native cartmen, on the plea of undue
severity of the fiues inflicted by the Magistrates ou the
owners and drivers of carts convicted of using cattle
with galled necks, struck work in September.

Tn this case any concession would have been most
mischievous, and no action Was taken by the Com-
mittee beyond: requesting the Police authoribies to
guard against those carlers who might be willing: to
work being prevented from doing so by intimidation.
Finding that no concession would be made, and that
many firms were perfecting arrangements for carriage
of their own, the strike after.a few days came to an
end, It ishoped that the loss, which the cartmen
inflicted on themselves by this movement, will act as'a

saluthry warning against similar movements in future.
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Considering however that the object which was con-
templated by this strike was not the ordinary one of
bringing'about an increase of wages, in which it is of
course inexpedient for the executive to interfere, but a
combination to defeat the provisions of a just and hu-
mane law, the Committee thought it expedient to bring
this circumstance to the notice of the Government and
to suggest that some legislative enactment to- punish
combination with that object might be desirable. The
Government of Bengal however think any such mea-
sure is not expedient.

PROPOSED EARLY CLOSING OF THE CUSTOM
HOUSE ON SATURDAYS.

A petition having been addressed to the Collector
of Customs by the employés of the Custom House
praying that the Custom House might be closed on
Saturdays at 2 2., it was referred by the Collector
to the Commibtee. In reply the Committee stated that
as there appeared to be greater pressure of business
at the Custom House on Saturdays than on any
other days, especially in clearing of vessels outwards,
they could not at present support any such applica-
tion.

SUNDAY MAILS.

APPENDIX F.

TFurther correspondence has passed between the Go-
vernment of India and the Committee on this subject
which will be found in the Appendix. The Secretary

: c
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of State reports that Lord Stanley of Alderney thetome
Post Master General declines to alter Lis previous deci-
sion, on the ground that the Caleutta packet being timed
to arrive at Galle on a certain day, a delay of one day
in her departure delays not only the Indian mails but
also the important mails from China and Australia.

The Committee have not thought it necessary to
continue to press this matter, Dut another memorial on
the same subject which has been prepared by gentlemen
10k connceted with the Chamber has received the sup-
port of numerous members.

CONSOLIDATED CUSTOM'S BILL.
APPENDIX G.

The Bill now before the Legislative Council of the
Governor General has again been under the consider-
ation of the Committee, who have suggested various
amendments, the more important of which they have rea-
son to helieve will be adopted. ~Correspondence on thig
subject will be found in the Appendix. This Bill will
probably become law during the present session. Great
care bas been bestowed upon it by the How'ble Mr.
Taskine who is in charge of it, and by the Select Com-
mittee who have shewn every disposition to meet the
reasonable suggestions of this Chamber and those of the
other Presidencies. It consolidates into a single com-
pact Bill all the Acts and Regulations now in force res-
peeting the Customs laws, repealing ox amending those
parts of them which had fecome obsolete or were vexa-
tiously obstructive to the trade of the various ports.
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DUTY ON COTTON THREAD,
APPENDIX H:

Correspondence with the Government is printed in
the Appendix on the subject'of the duties charged
on cotton thread. Previously to the last cll:mgf; of
duties, this article had always been classed by the
Custom House with cotton twist and admitted at the
same rates. Thus, when last year the duty on twist
was reduced from 10 to 5 per cent. the same rate of
duty 5 per cent. was taken on cotton thread. On
the occasion of the last change of duties however
when the duties on cotton twist were reduced to 8% per
cent., and that on cotton piece goods to 5 per cenl’:‘.‘, the
Collector refused any longer to admit cotton thread ab
the same rate as cotton twist ; but insisted on its being
classed with the unenumerated articles subject to 10
per cent. Against this decision the Committee, at the
instance of severalimporters who are interested in the
article, appealed, pointing out that althongh the pre-
vious.praccice of classing thread with yarn may have
been incorrect, yeb that it was altogether opposed to
the spirit of the late alteration -in the tariff, that the
duty on any manufacture of cotton should be increds-
ed from 5percent. to 10 per cent. as was now pro-
posed. . They regret that their appeal was unsuccessful.
The ruling is illiberal and, as making an alteration
in the long established classification of an article ‘
witheut previous notice, an unfair surprise on im-
porters.
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INLAND TRAFFIC OFFICE:
" APPENDIX L

Turther correspondence has passed on this subject.
The Licutenant Governor of Bengal has expressed
himself in favor of the sclieme proposed Dy -the Com-
mittee, but suggested other means of carrying ib into
effect. To this the Committee replied at length on the
116h October, reviewing the whole correspondence
from the commentement, and suggesting the  appoint-
ment of a Committee to arrange the details. No
reply to this communication has yet been received.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT. DESERTION OF
SEAMEN, .
APPENDIX J.

This subject has again been under the consideration
of the Committee, and in the Appendix will be found
copy of a letter which they addressed on the 18th
July last to the general Ship-owners Society, London,
and the Ship-owners Association, Tiverpool.

It is hoped that ship-owners in the United King-
dom, who are far more deeply interested than are
associations lile this Chamber of Commerce in pro-
curing such amendment in- the text of the present
Act as will prevent its obvious meaning being - de-
feated, willtake measures to have the matter brought
before Parliament during the cnsuing session. So
far however the Committee are not aware that any
action has been taken Dy the representative associa-
tions above named.
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GUARANTEES FOR PORT CHARGES.
APPENDIX K.

At the instance of some members of the Chamber
who considered it objectionable that the guarantee for
discharge of port dues and other Government charges
remnmncr unpaid at the time of a ship’s clearance out-
wards should be required to bear a stamp, the Com-
mitte addressed the Board of Revenue on.the subject.
A copy of the letter was forwarded by the Board
to the Master Attendant with a request that, to
avoid the necessity of the stamp, he would endeavor
to havé all claims against the ship ready for  present-
ment when the outward clearance was applied for.
As'shown by the Master Attendant in his reply, this
cannot - practically be ~done unless by delaying
the ship, as many of the charges which have
to be claimed are not ascertainable until after the
ship has cleared ; as for instance the outward pilotage—
which is settled on the draught of . .water certified by
the pilot, who is not appointed until after the port
clearance is produced. By delaying the ship for a
day or more afier clearance the difficulties might cer-
tainly be overcome, but that is aremedy which would
De ‘infinitely worse than the charge complained
of. As the Board thinks that so long as a gum‘aﬁtce
is given the stamp cannot be dispensed with, the
Committee have ceased to urge the matter (bhe duty
being so trifling). though they still entertain o strong
opinion that where a guarantee is required solely be-




16

cause the Government is notin a position to state
what its claim is the duty should not be exacted.

PUCEWAH SALT.
APPENDIX L.

Further correspondence has taken place on this sub-
ject between the Chamber and the Government of
Bengal, the latter enquiring whether, with a view to
afford relief to the refiners of saltpetre, it is still
considered desirable that they should be allowed to
dispose of the Puckwah salt educed in the process
of refining on payment of full duty.. The Committee
replied that an’ export demand having arisen for this
article by which the refiner was enabled to obtain
for it a higher price than it would realize in the
market as an edible salt, such privilege was no longer
desired by the Caleutta refiners. Opportunity was
taken of this correspondence to recommend to the
Government of - Bengal that the privilege formerly
enjoyed by the Nooneahs of Behar of being allowed
to produce cdible salt for their own consumption
should be restored to them. It appeared clearly
by the papers forwarded for the Chamber’s infor-
mation that the withdrawal of that privilege had caused
many of the Nooneahs to abandon the production of
crude saltpetre, causing a loss of export duty far
greater than the revenue which would have acerued
had every ounce of salt so consumed paid full exciso
duty.
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PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION O A SEPARATE LINE
OF TELEGRAPHE BEIWEEN CALCUTTA AND
BOMBAY.

" APPENDIX M.

In July the Committee were furnished by Mr. C. C.
Adley, Superintendent of the Telegraph Department
of the I I. Railway Company, now in England, with
copy of a letter which he had addressed to the Go-
verument of India on the subject of forming a Com-
pany in London for the construction of an indepen-
dent line of Telegraph between Calcutta and Bombay.
The conditions, however, which Mr. Adley deemed in-
dispensable before it would be possible to raise money
for the purpose in England, were, 1st, that the exclu-
sive privilege of erecting a private Telegraph between
Calcutta and Bombay should be granted to the Com-
pany, and that during the existence of such Company,
and its affording full satisfaction, no other Company
or Companies should Dbe allowed to convey any
messages between any station through which their
lines would pass; and, 2nd, that the Government
should not compete with the proposed Company
in any way whatsoever, but reserve their own lines
exclusively for Government messages. The Govern-
ment declined to accede to such conditions, believ-
ing them to Dbe inconsistent with the public intérest; in
which opinion the Committee coneur, for they object de-
cidedly to an indefinite monopoly of so important an
arterial line as that between Bombay and Caleutta being
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granted to any Company or individual. - The Goverfl-
ment have already announced that their charges will
not be reduced below the present rates or below any
Jower rates which may be fixed by any private Com-
pany hereafter formed, and more cannot reasonably
De required. If a private Company can conyey -mes-
sages quicker and more accurately than thfz Govern-
ment Telegraph, charging the same rates, it may be
sure of commanding all the business : if it cannot
s0 convey them, it is not apparent in what way the
public would be benefisted by its establishment.

The Committee fully believe that a-line of Tele-
gmph hebween Calcutta and Bombay substantially
constructed and efficiently worked would be a remu-
nerative undertaking, but it must rely for success not
on assured monopoly and monopoly prices, but on

that efficiency which is so healthily stimulated by

the possibility of competition.

Referring t6 this correspondence, and to previous
correspondence on the subject of the construction of a
line of Telegraph between Calcutta and Bombay by
private enterprise, which will be follqcl printed in the
Committee’s last report; the Government of India on the
17th September informed the Chamber, that unless
it was in a position to assure the Government that
there really was fair reason to expect the forma-
tion-of a Company to coustruct a line between
Caleutta and Bombay during the ensuing cold season,
and to give security for its completion within
that time, it was deemed imperative that no time
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should be lost in putting up a second Government
wire. - :

It was obviously impossible that the Committee could
in any case give the required guarantee, and on their
so informing the Government it was a few days later
intimated to them that instructions had been sent to
the Director General of Telegraphsin India to proceed
at once with the construction of a second line between

. Allababad and Bombay, or between Benares and Bom-

bay, whichever might seem preferable. A second through
wire to Bombay will thus be available before the
next rains, which, it is hoped; will prevent a recurrence
of that choking of lines and frequent total interrup-
tion of communication between the Eastern -and
Western, capitals, of which there was unfortunately
50 much ground to complain during the Jast monsoon.

COTTON CULTIVATION.
APPENDIX XN. ‘

In the appendix will be found various papers con-
nected with this subject. )

1. A letter from the Chamber to the Government
of India, suggesting that advantage should be taken
of theintended visit of Colonel Phayre to the Court
of Ava to impress on the King of Burmah the
advantages to be derived from increased cotton
cultivation in his dominions, and the Government
reply. ‘

2. Correspondence with the Foreign Department
replying to a letter from Major Meade, Agent to the

D




20

Governor General in Central India, and pointing out
the best measures to be adopted for increasing the
production and improving the quality of cotton in
the native Central Indian States.

3. Correspondence with the Governments of theN.
. Provinces, the Punjab, and the Central Indian Pro-
vinces, requesting information as to the actual increase
which had taken place in the cultivation of cotton
within their several Governments during the present
year. The reply of the Government of the N. W.
Provinees, which is full of mosb valuable information,
has already been published and distributed to members,
and the information asked from the other- Govern-
ments will be similarly made available to them when
received. In the districts subject to the N. W. Govern-
ment the increase of production is estimated afb 27
per cent. over last year. .

The Committee also print amongst these papers a
letter which they addressed to Mr. Paterson Saunders
(the gentleman who at the recommendation of the
Chamber was-deputed last year by the Goyernment of
India to report on the condition of the cotton. trade
in the North-West) in acknowledgment of the very
able paper which he had drawn up and for which he
had received the thanks of the Government.

Mr. Paterson Saunders’ veply is also printed.

'LANCASHIRE DISTRESS RELIEF FUND.
APPENDIX O. .
In June last when it had become but too apparent
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that the war in America would-be prolonged, and that
great suffering was consequently in store for the oper-
ative population in the manufacturing: districts of
England, the Committee thought that the time had
arrived for giving direction to the wish, which was very
generally cntertained amongst the mercantile com-
munity, that a subseription should he got up for the
velief of the distress.  They consequently notified their
willingniess to be the medium of receiving -and for-
warding to the Lord Mayor of London; for distribu-
tion, donations which might be paid into their hands
for that purpose. This ingimation produced very liber-
al contributions not only frém the commercial classes
but from other sections of the community, the list hav-
ing;been headed by His Excellency the Viceroy and
the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal.  In all about a
lac and twenty thousand rupees were received and
forwarded to London for distribution, and its receipt on
behalfof the distressed operativeshas been gratefully
acknowledged by the Lord Mayor. - Subsequently
‘when the continuance of the war in America and the
rapid exhaustion of the stock of cotton rendered if
certain that the distress, great as it had already been,
would be vastly intensified during the approaching win-
ter, the Committee considered it their duty tomake
renewed ecfforts to increase that charitable fund for
which the need would beso urgent.  They therefore
with the aid of leading representatives of other sec-
tions of the comuhunity promoted the late meeling
at the Town Hall, at which His Excellency the
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Viceroy, in being solicited to do-so, most readily agreed
to preside. The proceedings of this meeting are fresh
in the recollection of members and need not there-
fore e referred to. Not less financially than in other
points of view the meeting Was a success. It has
greatly stimulated subscriptions, and the Committec
then appointed have already heen able to remit to
the Lord Mayor the sum of £8,000. It is most grd-
tifiying to the Committee to record that several most
liberal subseriptions have been received from the rulers
of independent native states, as also some from wealthy
native gentlemen, our own subjects; and it is hoped
that when the distress which prevails in Lancashire
Decomes more generally known amongst the native
community, by means of the appeals in the vernacular
language which the Executive Committee of the Relief
Fund are causing to be distributed, further large sums
may be realised from this source.

We have been favored with the following parti-
culars relative to the progress of the Tast Indian,
Tastern Bengal, and the Calcutta and South Eastern
Railways,

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.

The line was opened to Dinapore Road, heyond
Patna, on the 17th ultimo, and a further opening
to the right bank of the Ganges, opi;osine Beu'u'e:
(Rajghat) may he looked for on ' the 15th iusf(;'tn;
or by the end of the current month, -
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Beyond Benares, or rather Mogul Serai, the june-
tion for that station on the main line, the .comple-
tion of a further distance of 39} miles, or to Mirza-
pore, will be accomplished, ‘it is hoped, by the 80th of
June next, and the line beyond there to Allahabad,
will, with the exception of the Jumna bridge, be com-
pleted by the 1st January 1864,

In the North Western Provinces the progress made
in opening the Railway has not been less satisfactory

-than in Bengal.

The communication between Allahabad and Agra
has been complete for some time past, and a further
opening to Allyghur, 45 miles only south-cast of
Delhi, will be carried into effect before the end of the
year, or shortly afterwards. The difficulty the Railway
Company has experienced as regards the carriage of
permanent way and’ other materinls—of which the
public have no conception, and for which they make no
allowance—has delayed the opening of this section of
the Railway beyond the date previously fixed for its
taking place. .

Tt is bardly possible to fix a date for the extended
opening of the Railway beyond Allyghur to Delhi
ab present, so much depending upon circumstances
over which the Company has no control : no unneces-
gary delay however will occur in accomplishing this
important object. ) .

The construction of the Jubblepore extension line
from Allahabad to Jubblepore, where it joins the
Great Indian Peninsula Railway, has been let to
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Messrs. Waring Broﬂxers’and Hunt, who are now
making arrangements in Englaud for an immediate
commencement of the works, and there is every reason
to believe that uninterrnpted communication by Rail-
way with Bombay will exist by the end of 1866.

All that is now required is the establishment of
Dotels along the Railway route, situated at convenient
halting distances, such as Jumulpore,” « Allahabad,”
« Agra,” and perhaps © Delbi;” and though the Rail-
way Company canuob employ guaranteed capital in
the construction of such buildings, there is no reason
why so proﬁcable a work should not be undertaken
by a separate and independent Company, and it is
hoped such a Company will be formed ere long.

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY.

Since our last report the works on this line have
heen puslied on towards completion in a most satis-
factory manner ; the portion of the line between: Cal-
cutta and Ranaghant (45 miles) was opened for passen-
ger traffic on the 29th of September, and the whole
length of the line from Caleutta to Kooshtee, its pre-
sent terminus on the banks of the Ganges, was open-
ed both for passenger and goods traffic on the 15th
November.

The commerce of the whole of Tastern and North-
Tastern Bengal must be greatly improved by this first
section of this important undertaking being so far
completed, but it is to be hoped the remaining length
of the main line to Dacea, with the proposed extension
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towards Assam and Sylhet, will be put in hand with-
out delay and pushed on as vigorously as the parent
line, until the whole of this important system of rail-
ways is completed.

CALCUTTA AND SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY.

The opening through of this Line to Mutlah has
Dbeen delayed by the accident, attended with loss
of life, which took place ab the Piallee Bridge works
in June last, but the progress made since the com-
mencement of the \\*orki_ng season, in the construction
of the Bridge, and the filling up of the old river bed,
leaves little doubt that an engine will ran from Cal-
cutba to Mutlah in January. ) :

Pending the through opening a daily communica-
{ion with Mutlah has been established by trollies
which run between Chappahattec and the new Port,
in connection with the trains to and from Caleutta.

The Railway Company lhas lately. obtained the
sanction of Government to the erection of one or two
temporary floating landing-stages in the Mutlah
River, and their construction will be immediately pro-
ceeded with. The erection of an iron screw pile
jetty, which cannot fail to be a great convenience to
shippers using the new port, is also’ contemplated.

CIRCULAR CANALS.

Tolly’s Nullah is now closed and is to be deepen-
ed, and the navigation improved by the removal
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of sundry tortnous bends; a tow-path will at the
same time be constructed from the Hooghly to Now-
abad at the entrance of the Sunderbunds, which
will be of great service to boatmen frequenting it.
The banlks of the Circular Canal have given away in
several places, and ab certain stages_of the tides the
old branch is nearly dvy. New stop-gates however
Tave been erected at the entrance of the New Cus, and
with these.it is intended to flush the old Canal and
thus remove a large quantity of the silt. The Canal
roads are in excellent order.

The continued sntisfactorj* management of = the
Canals is highly creditable to the Superintendent,
Mz, Galiffe.

NEW MEMBERS.

Messrs. Begg, Dunlop and Co. and J. Janssen and Co.
have been admitted members of the Chamber, subject
to the usual confirmation.

FUNDS OF THE CHAMBER.
APPENDIX P.

A half-yearly statement of the funds of the Cham-
ber is appended, shewing a balance in the Bank of
Bengal of Rs. 2,90'7» 3-0, exclusive of the reserve, in
4 per cent. Government Paper, of Rs. 7,500.

JOHN N. BULLEN,

President.

APPENDIX A

ADDRESS TO MR. SAMUEL LAING.
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT A PUBLIC MEETING HELD
IN CALCUTTA ON-THE 6rz SEPTEMBER 1862.

1. That this meeting, feeling confidence in the substantial ac-
curacy of the statement of the fimances of India made by Mr.
Laing in his speech in the Legislative Council of the Governor-
General on the 16th April last, is of opinion that. the remissions
of taxation and the increase of expenditure on public works and
education proposed therein were wise and stetesmanlike measures
and that this meeting, recognising the services rendered -to India by
Mr. Laing, has heard with great regret of his resignation of the offico
of Member of the Council of the Governor-General, rendered un-
avoidable by the harsh and unreasonable censure passed on him by
the Secretary of State for India in Council in his despatch dated 9th
June last.

Proposed by J. N. Busies, Tsq.

Seconded by F. Jexnixes, Esa.

9. That recognising the importance of maintaining unimpaired
the dignity of the Governor-General in Uouncil, this meeting has seen
with great regret the tone adopted by the Seerctary of State for India
in Council in several despaiches to His Excellency in Council lately
made public, and_desires to record its opinion that tho adoption of
such a style in ing the G of India is caleulated
seriously to impair its dignity in the eyes of the people of this

country.

Proposed by D. H. Micrarnany, Esq.
Seconded by J. H. Fercussox, Esa. '

8. That this meeting desires also to record its opinion of the vital
importance of unity of action between the Home Government and®
A
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the Government of Tndia, and the regret with which it has lately seen
soveral instances of the absence of such unity in the reversal by the
Home Government of measures sanctioned by the Government of
India. That this mecting feels strongly that such a course of action
f persevored in by the Home Government will also tend seriously
the respect which has hitherto been felt by all classes for

to impy
the Government of India.

Proposed by W. Marrsaxo, Esa.

Seconded by Craup H. Browy, Bsq.

4 That this meeting feeling confidence in the financial position
of the Empire desires to express its opinion that the grants promised
for public works and for education, but which have been ordered by
the Secretary of State to be withdrawn, should not be withheld.

Proposed by Groree Switir, Esq.

Seconded by 1rE Hox'pin W. 8. FrrzwrLniae

5. That in the opinion of this meeting -there exists ab present no
sufficient supervision of the expenditure in England of moncy raised
Dby taxation in India ; and that the same stringent enquiry should be
made into the Home expenditure for India as has already resulted in
such sati d the expen-
dituro in Eugland being in the opinion of this meoting susceptible of
considerable retrenchment.

in the Indian disk

Proposed by Wataer Brer, Tso.
Scconded by T. M. Romivsox, Esq.
6. That the following addross, embodying the foregoing resolu-
tions, be adopted by this meeting and forwarded to Mr. Laing.
Proposed by W. C. Srewarr, Esq.
Seconded by ,/ MaNockILE Rvs:ro\uu Esq.

SAMUEL LAING, Esq.
LATE MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF THI GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA.
Sir,—We, the undersigned inhabitanis of Caleutta, and others,
present this address to you on the occasion of your retirement from
the post you lately occupied of Financial Member of the Council of
the Governor-General of India,—an address adopted at a large Pnb-
lic Mecting held in our Town Hall,

i

Many of us have taken part in the former addresses to you presont-

. od on your fivst arrival in Tndia, at the time of your departure for

England in consequence of ill health, and subsequently on . your
return to India in Pecember last.

On your arrival we expressed. our helief that you would be able
to render great services to India; and on the subsequent occasions
we recorded our strong senso of the services you lad already render-
ed, and our hope that you would be able to remain with us to render
to India services of still greater importance.

As you have now resigned the important and responsible post you

held, and will probably not again return to India, it is our duty, as
it is our pleasure, by this address, to place on record our carnest
feoling of gratitude to you, and our convietion that you have in the
fullest and amplest manner realized the expectations we entertained
and expressed of the services you would be .able to render to India,
and through Tndia to England also.

We have witnessed with deep regret the circumstances under which
you have resigned the post you held in the service of the Crown in
India, but we feel that those cireumstances were of such a nature as to
leave you mo other course to adopt, cither in justico to yourielf or
to the interest of good government in this country. As the imme-
dinte cause of yowr retirement is the consure cast by the Seerctary
of State for India on your Financial Statement mrde on the 16th
April lnst in the Cowneil of the Government of India, and the unjust
and unbecoming tone of the despateh of the 9th Juno last addressed
to the Governor-General of India in Council, we dosire’ by this ad-
dress to express our confidence in the substantial accuracy of that
statemont, and our entire belief that tho finances of India wore, and
ave, in sncl o satisfoctory position a5 fully to justify the wize and

like measures of remission of taxation and incréase of ex-
penditure .on public cducation and public works whish you then
proposed, and which wore unanimously agreed to and adopted hy His
Exeellency the Governor-Goneral and his Couneil.

‘We have scen with equal regret and surprizo the tone of several
of the despatches of the Scorctary of State for Indin addressed o
the Governor-General in Council, and more especially the despatch of

the 9th June last, and we desire to express owr convietion that such
1

a tons, if p ad in, must be p

of much injury to the
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cause of good govc)imeuf. in India, and must especially tend to
Jower the dignity of the high and important office of the Governor-
General of India in tho cyes of the natives of this country ; wo
cannot but feel also that the adoption and continuance of such a
fono must prove injurious ultimately to the Miuister holding the
office of Seoretary of State for India in England, while it will increase
fhe already cxisting diffieulty experienced in finding men of character
and ability to proceed to India especially to fill the post of Financial
Member of Council, and which post should, we feel assured, be always
accupied by a - Financier from England, as it has already been with
the happiest results by tho late Mr. Wilson, and afterwards by
yourself.

Although, Sir, it appears probablo that you may not again be able
to render services to India in India itself, we trust soon to hear that
your Licalth is entirely re-established, and that you have re-entered Par-
liament. You will there be,enabled-to render eminent service by the
personal knowledge you have of this country and its wants, and will
Do prepared to supply that information we seo with regret is so much
wanting in Parliament from the small number of Members who
appear to have any acquaintance with or take any interest in its aflairs.

Wo carnestly hope soon to seo restored that unity of action and
purpose between the Government in England and tho Indian Govern.
ment which appeals not to exist at present, and without which good
government for India cannot exist ; we trust also an enquiry will be
made in England into the heavy expenditure on account of India
i'unil:\r to that made in India itself, and that it will be attended with

he same happy result,—a considerable reduction of such expenditure,
without any injury to the public service,—and that measures will be
taken for a regular and efficient supervision of such expenditure, We
Tope also tl\c'\\'ise and liberal policy of the late Lord Canning in refer-
Tence to the sale of waste lands and redemption of the land revenue will
be reverted to, and that every cffort will be made by the improve-
ment of the means of communication still further to open up and deve-
lope the resources of India, and especially to incronse for England tho
{mpp]y of cotton from India, and to enable this country fully to avail
itself of the golden opportunity now offered to it.

~ Wo fully beliove that an era of groat prosperity awaits this country
if only well and wiscly governed ; and we know, Sir, that we may
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roly confidently on your camcst and continued aid to the cause of
good govermment,—government whose great object and aim_ shall bo
tho promotion of the moral and material improvement of this vast
empire, and the henefit alike of all the xaces, ereeds, and lasses of Her

Majesty’s subjects in British India.

. We have the honor to be,

Sir,
With great respect,

Your most obedient faithful servants,

JOHN N. BULLEN,

T. JENNINGS,

W. MAITLAND,

W. 8. FITZWILLIAM,

WALTER BRETT,

T. M. ROBINSON,

CLAUD H. BROWN,

A. WALKER,

D. H. MACFARLANE,

J. H. FTERGUSSON,

W, ¢, STEWARI,

GEORGE DICKSON & orurms.
16, Yorkplace, Edinburgh, Oct. 17, 1862.

Dran Simy—I beg to veturn my best thanks to the inhabitants of
Caleutta for the address adopted at the public meeting held there on
the Gth of September.

To bo assured that in the opinion of those who, living in India,
avo best qualified Lo judge of, measures affccting their own intorests
and those of the community I have “amply and fully xealized all their
expectations,” and have acquired some ttlo to the « gratitude of
India” is of itself an ample recompense.

My main object in going to India, at o time of Jife when most
men aro thinking of leaving it, was the'hope that I might do somo
good there, and my ambition ha (s been that when history camo
to record the process by which the territories acquired and retained by

alw:
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o many heroie efforts were consolidated into one vast and flowrishing:
empire, based on the surest foundations of humanity and justice, and
cemented by the logal attachment of 150,000,000 native subjects ad-
rtion, some humble niche

vaneing vapidly. in prosperity and civil
might be found for my name under that of the great and good Lord
Canning, as of one who thoroughly appreciaied his policy and who
strove, ol without somo sucesss, both to forward it in_other ways,
and o give it the primary requisite of  solid financial foundation.

As regards fhis latter condition, if doubts cver existed, results

Jave removed them. The accuracy of your statement ¢ that the

finanees of India were and are in such a satisfactory position as fully to
¢ the wise and statesmanlike measures of remission of taxation
diture on public works and cducation which you
then proposed, and which were unanimously agreed to and adopted
by His Excellency the “Governor-General and his Cowneil,” is now
proved with the certainty of a mathematical demonstration.

As regards the Budget of 1861-62, the issue between the Home
Government and that of Tudia was whether we had restored an cquili-
Driwn, as Tassorted in addressing the Legislative Cowneil, or had
made mistakes in our accounts which still left us with a deficit of
1,000,000L, as was stated by the Secrctary of Stato to the Houso of
Commons.

The actual accounts of the year are now completed and show no:
deficit, but a surplus, out of which we were enabled to spend 500,0001,
more than we intended on public works, and still close the y

justi
and incicase of

year, after
ing all known charges, with augmented cash balances,

The issue on the Budget, of 1862-63 was of a like nature. The
Indian Government, helicving that they had a sifficient surplus, re.
mitted the license-tax, the 2 per cent. income-tax, and the extra 5 per
v, and provided for an extra expenditure of 500,001
on public works and cducation,

de

cont. import dut,

The Home Govermment denied the existence of the swrplus ;

alleged that there was in reality a lar

ge deficit, which had only heen
n dealing with the accounts ; and
publicly veprimanded me wnd the Government of India for having
vemitted taxes and proposed inereased expenditure.

gain the result decides between s, A slight and temporary in-
0 of cash bulances whon there were extrancous roceipts might prove

G:

concealed by gross blunders of min
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nothing; but a large and long-continued inerease of cash’ in the
sury without any extrancous receipts, and after satisfying all claims,

s conclusive.
"The remissions of taxation, the inercased expenditure on public
works, arc in operation, and for months past the full remittances
asked for by England have been regulanly made. There have been no
aid, but nono received ; arxe
Deen paid up more closely ; liabilities have heen diminished.
If, under suell circtnstances, the Scorotary of State had hoon
right in the fact that there was o deficit, and, s a consequence, in

loans ; prize money has besn x lave

the mode of stating the: accounts which made a deficit appear, the

‘cash balances must long ere this have shown it by adecline below the

amounit at corresponding periods of tho preceding year. No ono has
even pretended to suggest any tempor

ot exceptional ‘causo which,
in the absenco of loans, could for more than 18 months logether have
caused a

ady, progressive, and laxge incrense in these cash balances,
which for years previously had been as steadily declining, unless thero
Jiad been a bond fide change from a defieit to o surplus of real income
over real oxpenditure,

8o long, therofore, as the oash balances keep up without loans,
T will not say ab the present unprecedented amount of 19,600,000
but at an amount not below that of the corresponding pexiod of last
year, you may safely assume that if any authority, however high,
‘assorts there is a deficit, e must ho prepared o confute not me only,
“but a far more formidable opponent,—the “incxorable logic of fucts.”

You advert to the tone and mamner of the proceedings which
‘compelled me to resign offico.

With your permission I will rofrain from entering on_topics of a
‘personal nature. -

As xegards myself individually, I should have boen contont to
Leave'the defence of my mensures this year, as T did last, to-timo and
to accomplished facts, and if T have taken a more active part it is
mainly becanse T found myself left by Lord Canning’slamented death

* the sole surviving representative in England of o policy with which

it was my pride to havo beon associated, and which I could not pa-
tiently sit still and see misropesented, reversed, and consured,

Ttis my decp convietion that tho welfare of India depends main-
1y on the observance of three prineiplos, which were the mainspring
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of tho policy of Tord Canning’s Gosernment during the time T had

: of a seat in it :—
Hl;,]m’l;‘;:‘l:, ‘I)udin must be governed for the good of Indin; in ofher
words, that the aaterial, moral, and intellectual improvement of the
150,000,000 of native population, and a fair regard for their national
vishes, feclings, and usagos, must be the primary objoct of Indian
Government. :

2. That tho )
and enterprise, in orderto open the communications, develope tho
resources, and enltivate the wasto lands of Tndia, - is of vital impor-

& of indopendent Europoan capital

tance, as the most powerful means of raising wages, cheapening capital,
incrensing exports, and generally accelers
ment of the masses of native population.

3. That these results, and generally the blessings of a good
govornment satistactory to Tndia, ar to be attained on one condition
and one only—oiz., that the Government of Tndia shall bo in India,
T mean in the local authoritics, controlled by the local Governments ;

ing tho muaterial improve-

in the local Governments, controlled by the Governor-General in
Couneil ; and in the Governor-General in Council, controlled in large
and national matters by the English Government, and mot in any
distant contralized bureaw, whether it be in Calentta ruling Madras
and Bombay in detail, or still worse, 8,000 miles off, in Westminstor,
subjecting Madzas, Bombay, and Calentta alike to the minute super-
vision and intorforence of an authority destitute of that local experi-
ence and inaccessiblo o those influences of public opinion which are
tho first cssential conditions of all good Government.

T may refer bricfly to a few practical proofs of the adherenco of
Lord Canning’s Govermnent to these principles.

As regards the first, of governing India conformably to the fecl-
ings, the wishes, and the true interests of the native population, T
1nay mention the concession of the right of adoption ; the confirma-
tion of the Oude Talookdars and other native nobility and gentry in
their landed estates 5 the general introduction of moderate and fixed

assossment of land, and advance towards the principle of a perma- .

nent scttlement ; the appointment of native justices, judges, and mem-
Ders of the Legislative Council ; the extension of native education ;
and, though last not least, the remission of the licence-tax and 2 per

cent. income tax.
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As regards the sceond principle, of encouragement o’ Buropean
capital and chterprise, the resolution as to the sale of waste lands,
the large outlay in public works, and the offorts made 1o extend
small-cause courts, o improve the police, and otherwise to simplify
and cheapen the ad
contracts, speal for themselves.

The establishment of local legisluive councils ; the introduction
of uative and non-oflicial morbers into these and the Tmporial Legis-
Tntive Council 5 the publicity of their debites, and general adoption
of publicity as the rule of Goyermment proceodings ; the full conces-
sion of the liberty of speeeh, of the pross, and of association ; and,
Tmay add, the whole policy of the latter years of TLod Canning’s
government, arc a proof that the third principle was not overlooked,
and that owr carnest desire was Lo fostor and enconrage @ genuine
Indian public opinion, not of one class, rac, religion, or presidency
only, but of all India, which should have its due weight in guiding,
assisting, restraining, and influencing the policy and measures of the
governing body.

In crrying ont each of these great principles the Governmont of Tn-
diabas wnforbunately found itself at issue with the Home Government.

Lord Camning’s govermment has been rebuled for remitting the
ax, and the 10 per cent. import
duty. Tts proposed extra‘expenditure on native education and publie
works Tias been ecnsured and countermanded.

Tho excation of a fee simple tenure has boen negatived, and the
resolution as to the sale of waste lands fudofiuitely suspended and

of justice, especiully as rogards small

Ticonce-tax, the 2 per cent. income.

clogged with impracticablo eonditions, aftor boing considered by all
Tndia for nine months as a final seftlement ; and, lasily, o tone
Teen systematically assumed towards the Governor-Gloneral of Tndia
i Couneil and opporbunities have deen studiously sought to magnify
wnimportant difforences and to-criticise and roverse measures decided

in Indin, which to my mind ave only explicable on the: supposition
that thereris a sellled purpose to lower his authority, and to cou-
contrate the government of India in the Indinn-ofice ab West.
minster. . :

o state the principles at issue is suflicient for India, but in Bug-
Tand more is required.

Public opinion in England is well disposed towards Tndia, but it
is very fmporfeotly informed,

B
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Evory ofic wishes to see India well governed ; every one admits
in the abstract that to be well governed it must bo goveined on the
spot, but there is not sufficient practical knowledge of the real state
of Indid, sinco the mutiny, to b able always to withstand the cry,
which is sure to be raised on all occasions by those interested in keep-
ing Indin in lending-strings, that constant intorference from home is
necessary to protect tho natives against Buropean oppression.

You in Indin know well enough how unfounded are the views
which represent European and Nativo interests as adverse.

The intelligent native is no less interested than the European in a
system which gives him, through his roprosentatives in the imperial
and loeal councils, through his associations and organs of the press,
through the constant intercourse of natives with the official classes, a
fair and daily increasing share of influence in the policy and adminis-
tration of his Government. Ho knows whether he would wish to ex-

change this for the chance decisions of a distant authority, which .

to-day may be for him and to-morrow adverse. He can decide between:
a system which remitted the licence-tax and released two-thirds of
the payers of income-tax and one which would have perpetuated those
imposts. :

He knows whether the tax-payers of India wish for some control
over the expenditure of their money in England, and whether such
an instance as the Mysore grant was considered as a boon to the native
interest.

In a word, heknows whother he profers the systom of policy and
of government assoviated with the name of Lord Canning or that
indicated by the spirit of the despatehes in whichi Lord Canning has
been overruled and censured.

But the peoplo of Englund do not know this ; their instinets aro
always generous, and, cven when opposed to their own interosts,
they are determined that wrong shall not bo dono to the native millions
of Tnidin. Honce they aro easily led by thoso who stylo themselvos
Indian authoritics on the strength of unmeasured denuncintion of
Turopean interlopers and professions of oxtremo tendorness for tho
native population,

Lord Camning’s death is in this respect o greab misforbuno, for no
one would have dared to impugn his title to be considered a truo
friend of the natives of India, or to havo stigmatizod moasures which
had his approval as dictated by subservience to narrow European lique.

His voice, howover, is silent in the grave; and it only remains for

those who venerated his chatacter, who admired his policy, and who

shared his mcasures, to exert what influence they can to prevent that
which is the lasting monwment of his famo—the system of Tndian
Governmont inangurated during the last years of his administration—
from boing subverted or defaced.

You may depond upon it that, whotherin or out of Parliament,
so far as health and opportunitics permit, no offort of mine shall bo
wanting to advoeato what I belicve to be the cause of good govern-
mont n Tndia 5 and T thank you for this address, not only for its kind
exprossions to myself personally, hub still, moro bocause I fool that
such an fon of opinion strongthens my hands in supporting Lord
Canning’s policy, coming as i 'docs from such an influential body of
memorialists, wging weighty opinions in moderate language, and,
abovo all, stating in terms of unmistakablo sincority that the objoot
for which they contend is the moral and material improvement of our
vast Indian Empirc, and the beneft aliko ‘of all the races, creeds, and
classes of Her Mujosty’s subjects in British India, '

I remain,

Dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,
S. LAING.

J. BULLEN, Esq.,
President, of the Ohamber of Commeree, Culoutia,




APPENDIX B.

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF TFLOATING
WHARVES OR JETTIES ON THE HOOGHLY.

No. 419. ‘
- Frox
Tue SECRETARY to 1e GOVERNMENT ‘or
BENGAL,
To
Tur SECRETARY 7o iz CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
! Dated Fort William, the 19t November, 1861.
Marine.

Sir,—I am directed by the Licutenant Governor to forward, for the
information of the Chamber of Commerce,
of a lotter of this day's date, appointing a Comniittee for the purpose
of considering a scheme, submitted by Mossrs, Anderson, T
and Henfry, for tho construction of floating jetties and wharves in
the Hooghly river, and to vequest that tho Ghamber of Commorc
will be 50 good as to nominate two gentlemen who will consent to sit
upon the Committee.

T have the honor to e,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. H. LUSHINGTON,

Sect, Lo the Gout, of Bengal,

“Tywo other gentiemen to be

tho accompanying copy
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Nos. 415—418.
Trox
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H. LUSHINGTON, Esq., )
Sceretary to the Goveriment of B'cugul‘
To .
A. R. YOUNG, Eso.
Carrary J. G. REDDIE.
C. CHAPMAN, Esq.
Coroxer J. P. BEADLE.
Dated Fort Williom, the 19th November, 1861,
Marine.
Sir,—T am directed by the Licutenant Governor to inform you that
you are appointed o be a member of

a committee to consist of the gentle-
To A.T. Young, Esq., to be President.
A. R. Young, Exq., President.
Cupt. 3. G. Reidie, purposc of considering a project sub-

mon named in the margin, for. the

hapman, Bsq.,

gul. J. P Beadl mitted Dby Messrs. Anderson, Ter-

gusson and Henfry for the constrite-
tion of floating jetties and wharves
in the Hooghly river.

2. The following are the subjects upon which the Lieutenant
Governor would desire the committoe o report, after examining such
papers and witnesses, and making such inquiries as may be requisite.

1st.—The advantage or disadvantage of the project, in a gencral
view, to the shipping and commeréial interests of this port.

2nd.—The conditions it would be advisable to insist upon, with
regard to thoso interests, and to, the financial interests of the harbour

S Members.

nominated by the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

funds or Government.
I have, &e.,
(Sigued) . H. LUSHINGTON,
' Secrctary to the Government of Bengal.
(True Copy.)
" THOMAS JONES,

Register, Bengal Scorctariad.
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Bexean CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

Calontta, 11¢h Dec., 1861

E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esq.,
Seey. {o the Government of Bengedl.

St —With referenco to your letter No. 419, of the 19th ultimo,
Tam dirceted {o inform you that My, Williun Grant, Vice-President
of the Chamber of Commerce; and Mr. W. M. Whitney, have been
nominated by the Chamber o sit upon the committee appointed for
the purpose of considering the scheme submitted by Messrs. Ander-
son, Fergusson, and Henfry, for the construction of floating jetbics
and wharves in the Hooghly river.

T live the Lonor to be, e,
H. W. L WOOD,

Seeretury.

Bexean Crasper or Coxvencr;,
Caleutte, 23rd April,; 1862,
L. H. LUSHINGTON, Eso.,
Secy. to the Gorernment of Bengal.

S1r,—T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree
1o request you will be 50 good as to communicate to them the result
of the appointment. of the Commission to consider 4ho schemo of
flonting jottics and wharves in tho Fooghly, submitted by Messrs,
Anderson, Fergusson, and Henfry, and any orders which His Honor
the Licuienant Governor may have passed on the subject.

I have the honor to he, &e.,

H. W. I. WooD,

Necrelary.

xv
No. 9.
Frox
Tur UNDER-SECRETARY 70 Trn
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL.
To
Tiue SECRETARY mo rim: BENGATL
CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Daled Fort 1William, the 1st May, 1862,
Marine. )

S1r,—TI am dirceted by the Licutenant G to acknowledge the
receiptof your letter, dated the 23rd
ultimo, and in"reply to forward, for
tho information of the Chamber, a

* With enclosure.

+ No. 136, dated 22nd April, 1862,
copy of the report* made by the Committee which had been ap-
poirited to consider the project of Messrs. Anderson, Fergusson, and
Henfry for the constriction of jetties and wharves on the strand
bank of the river, togother with transciipt of a lottert written under
the orders of the Jate Licutenant Governor to tho Government of

Indin on the subjcet.
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Youwr most obedient servant,
H. BELL,
Under-Secrotary to the Government of Bengal,

0
No. 136,
Frox C
,Tie SECRETARY 10 miri: GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To nur OFFG. SECRETARY ro mirz GOVERNMENT or INDL,
MARINE DEPARTMENT,
Dated Fort William, the 22nd April, 1862,
Marine.
S11,—T am dirceted by the Licutenant Governor to submit for the
consideration of His Excellency the Governor General in Council,




two propositions which have been made with 2 view to facilitate the
Jonding and discharging ships in the port of Caleutta, ono by Messs.
Anderson, Torgusson, and Henfry for the construction of jetties and
wharves 'on the strand bank of the river, and the other 1)¥ Mr.
Pradford Loslie, an engineor attached to the Eastern Bongal Railway,
for the establishment of a continuous wharf wall, with a considerable
added width of river bank.

9. Tho projoct as first proposed by Mossts. Anderson and others,
consisted of the establishment of a floating pier and wharf by
means of a Joint Stock Company with limited liability, but it was
subsequently modified to meet certain objections raised by Command-
cr Rennic, the then Superintendent of Marine, who™ otherwise highly
approved of the plan and rocommonded its adoption with ccrtain
modifications and under certain conditions. The amended plan in-
volves the grant to a private company, for a torm of six
portion of the strand bauk, for the construction of cight jetties, a
wharf, somo sheds, and other necossary works as shewn in the accom-
panying copy of a letter from the projectors, dated Gth September last,
and the drawing to which it: gave cover. .

¥ years, of a

3. Captain Hill, first Assistant Mastor Attendant in charge, Tow-'

over raised strong objection’s against the adoption of the project alto-
gether.  But as his opinion appeared to be quite contrary to that of
Commander Rennie, and the modifications of the oviginal project since
mado seemed to be 1n the direction indicated by the latter offic
the Licutenant Governor thought it desiable under this differ-
once of opinion to obtain the judgment of some body of gonble-
men whoso decision would Do generally accepted as couclusive.
Accotlingly n € of the gentl tioned in
the maxgin,* (of which the two last
. mamed were nominated by the Chan-
Members, Der of Commerco) was appoiuted
under date the 19th November last
$0 Yoport—
Tst.—As 1o the advantages of the project to the shipping and com-
mercial interests of this port, and

* A.R. Young, Tisq., Prosident.
Capt. 7. G. Reddie. .
. Chayman, Lsq
Col.d 1. Beadle,

t. s
W M. Whitney, Bsq.

2ndly.—As to the conditions it would bo advisable to insist apon
with regard to the shipping and commercial inferesis, as well as the
financial interests of the harbowr funds,
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4. The accompanying is a copy of the repurt submitted by the
committee,
5. Tt will bo observed that while the committes were conducting

their investi one of the Micial members, M. W. Grant,
submitted a proposal from Mo, Leslic, the gentleman abovo roferred to,

for tho establishment of a continuous wharf wall throughout the

whole river frontage from Clive Ghaut Stroot to Chand Paul Ghaut,
alength of 1,425 yards.

6. The commitice havo nob given an opinion on the cngincoring
features of these two schiemes.  They beliove'that both are practicable,
Dbut they would give preference to the scheme for tlie establishment
of o wharf wall, which would, in thoir opinion, be a great public
improvement as well as a great commereial advantage ; should however
the other projoct bo adopted, the committee recommend that tho
work be not “entrusted to a private company, bub that the wholo
management of the strand bauk be vosted ina public body, author
ed by the legislature to raise moncy for the construction of docks,
wharves and otlier necossary works, of it bo undertaken by the
Government in caso there ‘appear to .be any objection to mako ov
the river bank to alegally appointed trust,

or

7. The Licutenant Governor's opinion on the main question is vory
generally in accordance with hat of the commitice. If & quay wall
s prastieable ab a veasouable cost, in an engineering point of view, the
Licutenant Governior thinks that it would bo by far the best thing,
and that, if swetioned, tho constitution of a trust, with power to
borrow monoy on scewrity of wharf dues, to bo rated by law, would
be the best machinery to adopt. .He belioves that Govermmont, if
necessary, may safely lend the money required, at
rate of interest.

A remmnerating

8. If jetties on the plan of the projectors are adopted instead, the
Lientenant-Governor sces no reason why tho offer of the
might not he accopted, provided they will agreo 4o
ing Government to re-cuter into possession b
sixty

projectors
a clause cmpower-
any time within the
yeurs’ lease, on giving one year's notice and paying the full
cost of all the works dono by the projectors which may
and usoful order at the time.

be in good

[}
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9, If this clause is not agreed to, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks
the work should be undertaken by a Board of Trust.

1 have, &e.,
(Sd.) E. H. LUSHINGTON,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
(True Copy)
J. H. CASHMAN,

Off. Register, Bengal Secretariat.

REPORT.

Your committee were appointed for the purpose of considering an
amended proj; i by Messrs,

No. 415, dated 19¢h Nov. 1501, d project submitted by Me
President: Anderson, Fergusson, and Henfry,
A. R Young, Esq. for the construction of jettics and

. AMembes
Captain J. G. Reddi wharves on the City Strand Bank
C. Chapman, Tsg. )

. Whitney, Bsq. of the Hooghly river.

X Beq. i ”
L 5. 7. Deadte.  First.—As to tho advantages of tho

project to the shipping and commor-
cial intorests of this port,

Second.—As to the conditions it would be advisable to insist upon
with regard to the shipping and commercial interests, and also with
regard to the financial interests of the harbour funds.

2. Having perused carofully all the papers conneeted with tho
proposal of the above mentioned proj your itteo find that
the scheme consists of eight jettics, to be placed 300 feet apart from
centro to centre, along that portion of strand-bank which is opposito
to Clive Street, to the Bonded Warchouse, and to the Custom House
premises.  That these jotties are to be erected on solid iron screw
piles, braced together, having a eanal way of thirty feet width parallel

© tho bank, through the jetties, for the free passage of cargo boats ;
the heads of the jetties being made thirty-five feet wide, and extend-
ing into deep water so that a ship can lic along each jetty,
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8. The projectors further propose, if the Government should
desire to have a greater width between the ships, moored at the
jetties, than the above mrangement would sceure, to throw out one
jetty, dividing the frontage betwoen seven jotties ; thereby giving an
additional width between the vessels, of fifty feet, making the least
width of way between vessels moored at the jettics, upwards of 100
feet.

4. The project involves the grant of a portion of the Strand

o« Trom ’Ommw R, B:m]f* to the projectors, for tlto
Strect passing Street to uear crection of a shed, and across this
ordienetel Buldings of the Bonded o040 of the bank, access would

not be given to the public. This
shed, and this space, would be wholly rescrved for the convenience
of cargocs, unloaded and to be loaded, at the jebties. To the rest
of the strand bank access, as at prosent, is to be given for the servico
of the cargo boats ; and the new sloping banks which would be form-
ed are to bo pitched with stonc Dallast, thereby improving this
convenience for the general public.

5. Your committec obscrve that the first objections taken to this
scheme wero on the part of the Bonded Warchouse : but the Di-
rectors, after some correspondence, agreed to give the promoters a

lease of tho frontage over which they have n vight, for the same term
of years which the Govermment. concedo for tho remainder of the
frontage.

6. The Government had stipulaied that no permanent buildings,

nor anything beyond a shed, should be crected upon the land so
leased, to which the promoters had at onco assented ; and the
Directors of the Bonded Warehouse were informed that the promot-
ors lad no intention whatever of entering into competition with
them as for a Bonded Warehouse, :

7. Thomext difficulty interposed was the roprosentation of Captain

T.
Hill, first assistant Master Attendant in chargo of the larbour,
who pointed out that although the harbowr of Caleutin presents a
frontage of three and a half miles, o length of only 750 yards of it is
availablo for the purposes of lunding and shipping tho cargocs of 200
sail of large ships and inland steawiors ; and that the jotties proposed

uction at which only the same nuniber of ships could dis-

for co

charge or load, would obstruct or occupy the whole available frontage, *
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and that the cost to Government for this public disadvantage, would
Do at least rupees 30,000 per anuum, which is the average yield of the
moorings which must be given up.

8. The projectors replied to Captain Hill’s ub]cczmn, and afiirmed
fhat the moorings they require, and for which they propose to pay,
amount to rupees 16,800 por annum, and not to rupees 30,000.

9. The foregoing proceedings arc on the record of the Bengal Scere-
taviat ; and they led direotly to the appointment of your Committee,
who first examined Mr. Henfry as rep ing the

10, The members appointed hy the Chambor of Commerce objected
to the scheme, as oceupying for the private service of the projectors”
jottics the very valuable frontage of Clive Street, so that the service
of the public in respect o the cargo boats, especially in loading, would
he altogother ohstructed ; and they made a point of having this por-
tion of the strand bank left entirely free to the public, as at present.
Tt was then proposed, and at the time acceded to by the projectors
and by tho Collector of Customs, that the shed and reserved land of
the projectors, should commence from the sonth side of Clive Strect,
instead of from the south sido of Jacksow’s Ghaut Street, and be
extended southwards for the length required ; the Custom House sheds
Teing also extended southwards on the new platform of bank to be
formed by the projectors, who were prepared to extend their project
to Colvin's Ghaut, inercasing the numher of their jetties to eloven ;
5o arranged that with tho largest ships moored at tho_jetties, the clear
istance between stem and stern, for entrance of cargo boats, should
not be less than 100 feet.

11. Captain HHl was the next witness examined, and it soon
Decame clear that he lad not underst
proposed, and when these were explained to him by Captain Reddie,
and it was shewn that a clear way was to be left along shore for the
passago of cargo boads, Captain Hill withdrew his objections

12. At this point of the proceedings your committee appeared fo
be amriving at a result in favor of carrying out the project thus
extended and nodified.  But on the part of the two members
named by the Chamber of Conunerce there was still an wneasy feel-
ing in respect to the whole matter, both as regards the liwited nature
of the aid which such a measure  would afford to the port, and the
disadvantages of giving up to private projectors, for a long term of

d the mooring an
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years, the only really valuable frontage which the city possesses for
the purposes of loading and tmloading vessels.

13.  The greatest want of the river was felt to be a decided increase
of accommodation, and it was rather considered that this partial
schomo of jottics would tend to deorease the number of moorings
available, whilst it mouopolised the use of the most valuable moor-
ings. - There was a visible leaning to the scheme for cstablishing a
web dack as meeting the real requirements of the port: bub as this
scheme has only rocently: been before Government and the Chamber
of Commierce, and has been for the present dofinitely dropped—the
Chamber considering it useless to take any proceedings in the matter
without the guarantee of Government, which guarantee Government
distirietly declined to give—your committee confined the enquiry to
the question of improving the strand bank and the facilities for
Toading and wnloading.

14. Onc of our members, Mr. W, Grant, thon submitted and
claimed consideration for a project for the establishment of a conti-
nuous wharf wall, with a considerable ‘added  width of river hank,
which had been prepared by My, Bradford Leslie, of the Eastorn
Bengal Rai .

15, Mr. Leslic’s projoct embraces neinly the same frontage as tho
projectors’ scheme, and extends from Clive Ghaut Strcet to Chandpal
Ghant, a length of 1,425 yards, including two public ghauts, cach ono
Tundred feet in width,

16. This engineer proposes to form an embanked level fltmt.lve
varying in width from 350 feet at Clive Ghaut {0 200 foet at Chandpal
Ghaut 5 the river faco of this embanked front being retained by a

contimous vertical wharf wall in a minimum depth of twenty-four
feot water, allowing the lugest cluss of ships to bo moored close niung”
side the wall.

17, Tho wall hns an iron shield facing for the portion bolow Tow
water mark, formed by thick plates, fixed into and between strong
arooved piles, standing four feot apart, with screw piles at forty feo
are to bo serewed into tho bod of the river and to a

stervals, whid
depth elow the Jowest point in the Jseetion of the river bed, the inter-
mediato piles being diiven to the same depth. Tho tops of these piles
are to e sceurely moored to iron serews bedded into the bank, about
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fifty foct back from the iron shicld of the wall, whicl is thus held in

P(T;.‘on'm.e backing of the shicld is to be formed with concrote, and
above that with masonry ; the whole being fuished above low water
‘mark with a brick retaining wall.

19. The carth for tlie cmbankment is to bo obtained from the
Jatgo river e which has formed newrly opposite to Chitpore.  The
estimate for the formation of this retained embankment amounts to
£143 por yard forward, and with ten sheds at £5,02 cach, the whole
project for tho 1,425 yards comes o £305,328.

20, Mr. Leslic statcs that the ombanlamont with its vertical wall
might bo constructed in two years.

21, Towas impossiblo to dony that o scheme which provided so
Taxge an arcn for the space reclaimed ting to nearly
twonty aeres, and which did away with the whole of tho muddy fore-
shore of the river bank, enabling ships and boats to lio alongside,
possessed advantages suporior to those which would be gained from
$he cousbruction of jobtics ; which, by intercopting the ilth and oftal
carried amongst the piles, would, unless tho consorvaney of the river
woro stricily attended to, make the bank of the xiver more foul than

it is ab present. |

29. As a sanatory measure' Mr. Leslic’s wharf wall project has
great recommendations, and in- all respects, a continuous wharf wall
appoars to bo proferable to the systom of jettios which las been
proposed.

23. Mr. Henfry, on the part of the projectors of the iron pile
jottics, applied for access to this scheme of Mr.  Leslic’s, which, as
herein deseribed, has come to be considered, and he has remarked
upon the same.

24, Mr. Henfry says that a quay wall is naturally the first work
which would ocour to an engincer considering the subject of the
Hooghly Strand Bank imp , but that the. difficulties in the
Hooghly aro great, that they were sufficient to deter him from cntor-
ing upon such a task, and that he believes Mr. Leslic has much under-

rated them.
25. Mr. Henfry lays great stress upon the tendency of the river
bank to slip under weight, and he believes that Mr.. Leslie’s wall
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would be subject to such slips, and that, as designed, it would not
stand.  Independent of this danger, ho considers tho iren shield too
slight, and that the concrete instead of settling into solid mass, would
press against it, and be for a long time insufficient to stand as a foun-
dation for the upper wall, eighteen fect high, which has to be buils
upon it Ho believes also the estimate to be wholly inadequate in cost
for such a work, and that the time stated to be roquired for the con-
shiuction is just as inadequate. -

26 Mr. Henfry says that he was led $o propose the construction
of screw pile jotties, becausehe belioves this form of work to be the
Dest adapted to the local circumstances of the river and’ ground, to
be more cortain of success, to be more durable, and to be more
feasiblo as o cost. Ho concludos by stating that even the presont
festricted Custom House premises are never entirely ecovered with
merchandise, whilst from the Armenian Ghaut to near the Burning
Ghat there are acres of wharf land at present wnocenpied ; so that
wharf land in Caleutta is not sufficiently scaree or valuable, at the
present timo, to justify the expenso of obtaining it by means of o
river wall and embankment,

27. Your committeo do not venture to give an opinion on the

Mr. Turnbull, the Chiof Fn.  CMgincering fontures of theso schemes ;
gincer of the Bast Indian Rail- e eliove that both sehemes are prac-
way, who has mueh studied the . "
formation of the river bed and  ticable, feasible schemes, or that they
D o practionl knowledge of the gy be made so ; and wo know that the

Mr. Purdon, Chief Engineer, ~ Government has the means in  Caleutta
Tastern Bengal Railway, M. P - .
Powars, engincer wndor 3, 0f obtaining a safe enginecring opinion
Brunel for docks, wharfs, &e. upon them,

*Your committee would prefer to sce the whole of the Strand Bank
protected by a quay wall, commencing from Mullicl’s Ghaut, and run-
ning along the wlmlc commercial front of the city.

2. Tho circumstances which recommend Mr. Honfry's project
are—that it is backed with a proposal for providing funds and for
carrying oub tho works at once. That tho construction of the jetties
would be a present improverent on the existing arrangements for
landing and for shipping cargoes is beyond question. Bt it has been
considered by our members, that the advantages are not sufficient,
and that these would be purchased at a sacrifice of principle and of
future impr , if the Dest ial frontage of the city
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were to bo conceded for occupation by a private firm, during a torm
of sixty years, for the purposo of making a_profitable speculation
of it.

2. Tnstead of the Government thus vesting in a private company
the occupation and improvement of the best part of the xiver frontage
which it holds in possession ; your committee would desire to sce the
whole managenent of the strand bank vested in a publie body, sub-
jeot to public control and supervision, authovized by the legislature
to raise money for the comstruction of docks, wharves, and such
other improvements as may be considered necossary.

30. In 1852, the Government ruled that—

“ Tt is not proposed ever to alter the present line of the strand
road to any great extent ; and it is proposed to keep the Jand bebween
the road and the river in such a condition as to be both ornamental
and lealthful to the town and useful at onee for the purposes of com-
meree and reereation, The design of the Most Noble the Governor of
Bengal is that the land in question shall be used permanently and ex-
clusively for purposes of public utility connected with the trade, the
trafliej the health, and the convenience of the community, in-further-
ance of which design, roads, ghauts, wharves, and the like may bo
made, but no clovated buildings arcin contemplation.”

31 Ten years have past away and the time seccms to have arrived
when the Governmeut might give up to the,city of Caleutta the strand
bank, which has been crcated by the Chicf Magistrates of tho city,
1 in 1837, Dy the continuous do-

who comnmencing with Mr, Mac
posit of conservancy soil, by constructing spurs, and by the consequent
alluvion workings of the river, have sceured the extension of the land
and the formation of the present bunk.

32. The legislabure is at this present time considering a law for
the constitution of the municipality on a new footing ; thie formation
of a River Board of Trust, as at Glasgow and Liverpool, for carrying

out strand improvements might be provided for in the Act. If the
Government should not be prepared to make over formally the river.
Dbank to a public legally-appointed trust, which is the course your
committeo would respectfully urge, then it appears to your committeo
that such works as the Government might be prepared to allow the
exeention of, for purposes of public utility connected with the i

e,
the traflic, the health, and the convenience of the community, should

) pead
be carried out by Government itself; for it is clear, to uso the
words of the projectors, ‘‘that unless some advantages are
offered in tho way of locality or otherwise, the public will
not supply the funds to form a company, and the improve-
ments, if made at all, must be done by Govermment and with
Government funds.” The projectors would not admit any rostric-
tion beisg placed upon their profits, urging that, to scoure ships, thoy
must make the eharges ab their jettics at all events as low as the ox-
ponses by cargo boat, aud that the competition of the cargo boats
would virtually limit their charges : again in rospoct of timo they
wrge, and with reason, that the torm of sixty years is not too long ;
when, as is proposed, the whole of the works at the expiration of tho
are to hecome Government property.  If it wero o be proposed

term
that Government should pay for the works whon the term ceased,
the projoctors would probably mnot objoct to make the term of Jeaso
shorter, and to concede a power of redemption at fived periods to
the Government. Yowr committee, however, havo not pursued the
enquiry in theso respects, becanse wo are not i favor of the works
Doing undertaken by a private company.

33, Our objections are not to the present project, so much as to
tho advautages of length of lease and of locality claimed by the pro-
jootors 5 and to the works and profits passing, out of the hands of tho
Government and of tho public, into the hands of private speculators.

54, At the samo time that your committeo would prefor to sco

the final and comploto measure of a wharf wall carried out, which is
 work in entire consonance with the views of Government expressed
to tho public in 1852, we, are aware that botber retwrns for outlay
might be realized from the working of tho jeltics, which project
might answer better as a speculation than a move perfect plan : bub
the wharf wall wonld in every respect be a groat public improvement
as well as a great commercinl advantage, and it is a city work which
ought to bo carried out, )
Tho fact of the mumber of moovings opposite tho city being
insuflicient for the trade has come out very strougly in the course of
this_enquiry, and your commitiee would suggest that a line of light
rails to he used as wwaf, earriod along the wholo bank to Hast-
ing's bridge, would aid the 1iver very much, by cuabling ships to di
charge and load from about Cooly Bazar aud Kidderpore.

D
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36, In Bengil Government’s letter No. 1, dated 2nd January

s 1862, a question
on the same subject, we should propose the following plan by ag to the river
il e ants ol parties . bo relieved :—

(1) That the waste grounds, north of the “ Mint” at fromtage to e
present occupied by s o Dy dealers, and claimed 88 oo o o
Government property, be resumed, and it
“Ihat this ground be rented out to the various steam  fyture, by the in-
interests for the purpose of erceting their own store-houses R
and loading piers. creasing number

1f this were done, the Inland Steam Trafic would be re-

‘moved toa distance, where it could not interferc with the other 5
sln]rlullg Interests of the port, and where each company could companics, has

suitable armangements for its traflie. At the same time sfor-
er bunks of that portion-of the town would be cleared @80 been  refer-
of“hm, at present, is uttle thort of a public nuisance, red for the con-
of your i with advertence to aletter from the
firm of Messrs. John Boradaile and Co., extract as in margin.

37. Our members have inspected the river and road frontage, as
far as the burning ghaut, and feel it to Vo a duty to direct the atbon-
tion of Government to the- disgraceful state of the strand above the
froutago frequented by the Turopean commiunity, and to the advaui-
tage to be derived from cleaving it of its present incumbrances, Where-
by-the sanatory condition of the town may be promoted, and tho con-
veniences for dountry produce, and the inland trade, improved.

88. The dangerous grouping of the hay and straw-boats close to
the commercial shipping of the port, and the tnworthy occupation
of the strand road frontage by mat huts, and wooden structurcs,
which disfigure. and endanger the town, should give' place to im-
proved arrangements.  The strand road from the Mint to Nimtollah,
should be faced with a range of upper-storied huildings.

89, The straw-boats trade should ho kept strictly within limits,
and he moved up to Chitpore ; where, above the moorings ‘of the East
Indian Railway vesscls, there is a luge plot of ground where the
grass and hay might be stacked.

With all deference to the opinion of the Public Auth

of river steam

40. The inland river stcam companies might then have a certain
length of frontage, north of the Mint, allotied exclusively for their
eonvenience : and thore would bo no hardship in carrying out this
recommendation, if the means were afforded to the companics of
constructing their stores and offices opposite to the moorings allot-
ted to them,

41. The Board of Trust for the strand bank might have powers
extending to the whole strand road frontage as far as the Burning
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ghaut, to cnable it fo dispose cquitably of the vested rights of the
present oceupicrs of the ground, who might refuse to construct proper
buildings to face the Strand.

42. The xemoval of the country boats; and the vacation of tho
moorings ab prosent held by the inland steam companics, would
relieve the frontage below the Mint, which should be wholly devoted
to cxports and imports : your committco accordingly have no
hesitation in supporting this measure of placing the river companies
and their offices north of tho Mint, as proposed in the ltter referred
for our consideration.

43. Our prosident and two of our members having left the coun-
try boforo theso proceedings were concluded, this report is signed by
the members who remain 5 and we append o manuseript copy of a
note xecordod by our lato colleague, the Collector of Customs.
(SO Wi GRANT,
,  JOHN G. REDDIE,
»  J. P. BEADLE, Licut. Colonel.

Tront Mrussns. Jonx Borraparir & Co., to Linvrexaxr-Corowen J.
P. Buansw, Offciating Seerelary to the Governnent of Bengal,
Public Works Department,—(dated the 13th December 1861.)
Str,—The growing wants of tho trade of Calcutta gonorally, and

of the inland steam companies in particular, induce us to submit to

you a proposal, which, if sanctioned and carried owt by His Honor the

Ticutenant-Governor, is likely 1o meet the wrgent wants of some of

the river steam ies lately or about $o

operations, while at the sume time it will in no small degreo tend to
relieve the Shipping in port of its present crowded stato.

The inshore moorings along the strand road from Custom Houso
ghaut to Armencan ghaut are now occupiod by the stoamers and flats
of the following companies:—

¢ India General Steam Navigation Company Limited,”

¢ Bengal River Steam Company Limited,”

“ Ganges Steam Navigation Company Limited,”

¢ Cleghorn’s River Steamers,”
nich to the inconvenience of the shipping intorests generally : but
there ave three other stean companies which will shortly commence

tablished
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operations, and it scems impossible to provide for their wants on the
same line of frontage.

OF the four first mentioned companics, two only, the ¢ India Ge-
neral Steam Navigation Company Limited,” and the Ganges Steam
Navigation Company Limited,” can be said to possess proper and satis-
factory accommodation for loading and wnloading, having moorings
opposite the godowhs in which their goods are deposited.

With all deference to the opinion of the public authorities on the
same subject, we should propose the following plan by which the
wants of all parties can be relieved:—

(L) That the waste grounds north of the Mint, at present occupied
Dy straw and hay dealers, and claimed as Government property, be
resumed ; and

(2.) That this ground be rented out to the various steam interests
for the purpose of erecting their own store-houses and loading piexs.

If this were done, the inland steam traffic would he removed to a
distance where it could not interfere with the other shipping interests
of the port and where cach company could make suitable arrange-
ments for its traffic. At the same time, the river bank of that portion
of the town would be cleared of what, at present, is little short of a
public nuisance. :

We are indueed to make these suggestions as part owners of the block
of the Bengal River Steam Company Limited, and although it may not
suit the old established companies to leave their present positions, we
submit that it is necessary and fair that provisions should be made for
their younger rivals, whose operations cammot but favorably influence
the commerce of the country.

We understand that the ground in question is the subjeet of somo
dispute, and Government may therefore not be in a position to secure
its permancnt and undisturbed lease ; we have, however, reason to be-
lieve that in the absence of better dation, the parti rned
would take conditional leases in preference to being left, as at present,
without any, or with only imperfect, accommodation, and they would
meet the case by erecting buildings of a removal nature.

We shall thank you to lay the subject of this letter before His Ho-

nor the Licut Governor, and we feel ded that it will meet
with a1l the consideration it deserves.

APPENDIX C.

PROPOSED FORMATION OF A NEW PORT IN
EASTERN BENGAL.

No. 1435,
Frox
Tue OFFG. SECRETARY To THE
GOVERNMENXNT or BENGAL.
To
Tur SECRETARY To0 THE
CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Dated Fort W illiam, the 6t Adugust, 1862.
General.

Sim,—I am dirceted to forward herewith a copy of the correspon-
. dence noted i argin, a
Letter from Offz. Secretary to Govern od in the margin, and to
anent of Nengal, P, W, D, to Seeretary  Tequest that the Chamber of Com-
koGn\ rument of I 111’“1),.\0 "
i dated 21et April, 1 merce will be so good as to favor
Mimte by the Licut. Governor, dated the Licutenant Governor with an
2nd Octoler, 1860,

early expression of their opinion
on the proposal therein referred to for the formation of a port in
Tastern Bengal, and for the sclection of the best site for the port.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
A. EDEN,
Offy. Secretary to Government of Bengal.
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No. 1736.

Frox .
‘V Lisvr. Conoxer J. P. BEADLE,'
Offg. Seerctary to the Government of Bengal,
in the Public Worls Department.
To N '

Tue SECRETARY ro mir
- GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
: ¥ e Pustic Wonks DEPARTMENT,
Fort Willicm, the 21st April, 1862.
P. W. DEPARTHENT.
Communications,

River Improvements.

Str,~In November 1860, the Li CGovernor of Bengal appli-
ed o the Government of India, in $he Home Department, for the
sotvices of Lioutenant Sweney, of the Indian Navy, to survey the sca
channels of the Gorai river,

2. This was accorded ; and in December following the Lieutonant-
Governor was informed Ly the Superintendent of Marine, that Licute-
nant Sweney, commanding the surveying brig Mutlah, had proceeded
up the Horungotta, and had reached Morrellgunge without experi-
encing the slightest difficulty.

5. The report, submitted by the surveyor was acknowledged by
the Li as a very report, and a furthior
descriptive lettor, dated 5th April 1861, was reccived in duc courso
with a chart of the channels in two sheets.

4. The Lientenant-Governor had previously recorded in a minute,
which was sent to the Superintendent of Maxine, the experiences he
bad gained in- passing through the rivers of Eastern Bengal, and the
primazy conclusions whick e lad awrived af respeoting the bost posi-
tion for an eastern port.

5. It will be scen from the a 'Lccompmymfr copy of this minute that
the Lieutenant-Governor has a very strong opinion of tho advantagos
of forming an indopendent port for the very lrge rade of Backer-
gungo and tho castern provinces.

the river being open during the south-wost monsoon.
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6. The Gorai, which is the principal river feeder of the Horungotta,
has become the nabwral path of the Ganges to the sea ; and cach year
Bhe'bod of tho Gangos botwseon tho liead of the Gorai, i, tho grons
Dranch of the Bur P is 1 hallower and more difficult
of navigation. Tho river itself s tho route for all steamers and hoats
of burthen betwoen Calentta and the northawest, except during the

period when the Nuddea vivers are open ; and the surveyor's reports
shicw that hy the Horungotta channel it has a fine open way out to
sea during the north-cast monsoon for vessels drawing twenty foob
of water. Up to this timo it has been found that Cuptoin Lloyds
chart of the sca faco of the Soonderbuns represents the channcls
correctly, and is a safe guide for navigation.

7. Tho only drawhack to the sca entrance is stated to be a long
flat, which has to be crossed, in a dircction measuring twelve miles
from the outside, hefore deep water can be obtained,  On this flat, at
the shoalest part, and ab low water springs, there are two and a half
fathoms water, With a soft mud bottom, and three and a half fathoms
at high water neaps, which is ample in the north-east monsoon for
vegsols dvawing wp to twenty feob water ; but with the lieavy rolling
sca of the south-west monsoon, this entrance i is feared would be
dungerous, so that we camnot ab present reckon wpon the mouth of
If, however,
the channel once becomes well known as a good chanmel in thé north-
cast’ monsoon, it is impossible to say that it may not become a chan-
nel resorted to by vessels of u considerable size oven in the soutl-
west monsoon.

8. It is a favorable featurc in this proposal for a’new port that
the water in the river should bo so fresh, and that the country should
o 50 healthy.

Licutenant Swoney writes that— .

“The Horungotta is a fine stream possessing the advantages of o
channel deop enough for Jarge ships to navigato ; is also devoid of
shifting sand banks, and, owing to the almost straight course of its
Ded from Morrellgunge, has a fair tido with but fow eddics, it also
Tias fresh water and is n0b moro wnhealthy than Caleutta.”

9. The swrveyor also suys that “tho pilotage, with a fow buoys,
would be rendered very simple,” and that

“ Morrellgunge already possesses a well supplicd bazar on market
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days, and is casily reached from sea with one flood, cither with steam
or a fair wind.” .

10. The Licutenant-Governor thinks that the Horungotta s"houltl
b buoyed off for navigation by sea-going vessels, and that this pro-
jeck of a mew port, to e formed at Kutehooal, or ab some more favor-
2blo point bobween that and Morrellgunge, if the navigation up to
Kutohooal should be found too difficult, is one which should be im-
modiately wndertaken. o

11, Tho Backergunge dishrict voquires such a outlot for its vico
by lalhs of rupees ; and

enltivation, which amounts in value to sis '

tho trade of the Burrampootra from tho marts of Serajgunge and of

Naraingunge. would bo sufficient of itself o oreatoa working trafli.
19, The adéautages of such an independent port to the trado of

Tastern Bengal appear o the Li Governor to bo istin
saving, as it would do, the todions and dangerous navigation in the

Soonderbun channels. 1t is at tho seasow when all large boats run-
wing bebwoen Caleutta and the morthewest must pass through the
Tastern Soonderbuns, close to the proposed new port, that this port
would be cortainly accossible to large ships. ]

13, The Revenue Board in“1855 saw the great advantage of having
sucl a port, for they suggested the establishment of a mart in some
convenient place in or near the Soondurbuns for the sale of the pro-
dnco of the castern districts of Bengal, independent of the present
Calcutta mart.

14, With theso remarks the Licutenant-Governor places his ve-

dation before the G of India, that steps should be

faken during the next north-cast monsoon to buoy off tho entrance
to the Horungotta, and also tho navigablo channel of that river, so
that it may be propared for sea-going vessels ; when the fact should
e notified to the public. In the meantime, further enquiries should
T s0b on oot respecting the preciso site to be chosen for the port.

1 have the honor to be,
SSir,
Your most obedient sorvant,
J. . BEADLE, Lieut.-Coloncl,

Ofy. Secielary to the Gorernment of Bengal,
. in the Public Works Department.
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MINUTE.

in'passing through the rivers of Eastern Bongal last year, T was

- much struck with the natural advantages
to commerce which the river ealled, at
various paxts of its course, tho Gorai, the Balissur, and the Horun-
gotba, apparently affords. Kutchooah, a village in the latitude of
Calentta, 100 miles in a dircet line bo tho cast of it, but about thirty
milos nearer the sea, looks to the eye as if it wero capable of being
made as good a port as Caleutta. It this could be, T thiuk that from
its advantageous situation it would hecome & place of the first impor-

An castern port in Bengal.

tance. It has casy communication with the sea to the south 5 1t lies |

in tho track of tho trade from Dacoa and Eastern Bengal, from Assam,
and from Serajgungo and Northern Bengal. Tt is also, dwring the
greater part of the year, elose to the track of all the heavy trade from
tho Upper Ganges and the North-West. Tt is within twonty-five
wiles of the great mart of Nulchitty on the Burzisal river, which s
a great place of trade.  Indeed in all respocts the position of this
place is umivatled.

2. It port ean bo establishod ab Kulchooal it will savo all this
trade about 240 wmiles of tedious and dangerous boab-navigation in the
Soonderbun channels 5 and it will save steamers aboub 480 miles,

3. Supposing the river not to be casily navigable as high as Kui-
<hooah, a port at any placo hetweon that place and the son, cither in
the Horungotta, or in one of the channcls ruiming into it (as for
example i a point a few miles helow Morrellgnnge,) would suffciently
angwer the purpose. Tt s one ‘of the great advantages of ,this fino
river that it enrrics fresh water down o near the sea, Tho water, I

@ informed, is quito fresh oven at Morrellqunge.

4 Amoreifispection of the dhiart of Captain Lioyd’s survey made
I 1840 seows to shew gonerally wp to Kutehooah hetter water than
the Hooghly, at low water, though. the rise of tide s less, Indeed
from that chart it would scem that the only shosl place is 1t the seq
onbranee, i spot which may be deseribed, in a rough way, a5 cor-
responding with the Gasper. Tho depth of water there is bwo and
three quarter fathoms, with a rise of tido of cight feot. The sound.
ings are worse xather than hetter in the Gasper, though thore the
viso i thirteen foet,

L
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5. It is noodless to dilate onthe immense advantage to the whole
of this side of India, and to British commeree, which a sea port
would be of that like Kutchooah or any other port on the same yiver,
the greater part of Bengal produce many shillings a

would save upon
ance to tho Soonderbuns ; and to South-Eastern

ton in river conv :
Bengal gencrally, the advantage, it scems to me, would be inestimad
ble. )

6. When the project of creating a port on the Mutlah, thirty
iles cast of Caleutta, was first mooted, whilst I was a member of the
Council of Indin, T then suggested that, before determining that
question, it should be made quite certain that it would be impossiblo
o liavo a port so el further to the eastard as to give the comn-
fry the full benefit of o distinct ports. But the Mutlah project
was resolved upon at home, without any such enquiry, upon indepen-
dent considerations ; and at that time I was not aware that a ques-
tion of an castern port had ever been practically considered.

Towever, that in 1855 the Board of Revenue had

7. Ttappeass,
snggested tho establishment of o mart in some convenient place in or

near the Soonderbuns, for the sale of the produce of tho eastern
districts of Bengal, independent of the present Caleutta mart, The
rivers Balissur and Bheeskhallee, which runs into the Balissur near

its mouth, the Board thought were the best streams for the proposed _

mart to bo situated on. Tho cxports from Cachar, Sylhet, Mymen-
sing, Dacea, Tipperal, and Chittagong, they observed, pass throngh
the Backergunge Soonderbuns en route to Caloutta at considerable
expense and risk, which, the Board belicved, would be saved by the
adoption of their proposal.

8. With this view the Board suggested, as a preliminary measure,
that a vessel should be sent by Government to survey the entrances
into the Balissur and Bheeskhalleo from the Bay of Bengal, and also
to discover how far up these vivers ships of burden could asend.
The former of these rivers was represented to bo a very deep stream
in which there are no sand banks, and the latter was pronounced to
be a fine open river, with plenty of water.

9. At that time the district of Backergungo alone produced sixty
lakhs of rupees worth of rice, and this of itself; the Board argued,

would be « sufficient inducement for ships to sail up these rive ors, and
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receive theireargo of rice at the placg of production. Accordingly,

Captain Rogers, the late Superintendent of Marine, was, 1 find,

dirceted by the Government of the duy to arrrange for surveying the

rivers named ; and the result of his plans is given in lis letter No.
7449, dated the 12th March 1855,

10.  TFrom this letter it appears that Mr. Barton, a mate in thoe
inland service, was entrusted with the survey duties ; and I observe
from a perusal of his report that little or no change had taken place
in the chanuels since they were first surveyed by Captain Lloyd. Bub
Mr. Barton camne to the conclusion that the Balissur was not adapted
for navigation, except for vessels of a small class, and that the Bhees-
Klallee was altogether unsuited for the navigation of vessels of any
class, there being only six feet of water at the entrance, with a risc of
cight fect at spring tides., He added, however, that should it e con
sidered advisable to open the Balissur, marts might be established at
Kutchooal or at the mouth of the Gobra nullah, these sites Deing the
most cligible.

11 Captain Rogers did not recommend the establishment of a
mart on the Balissur.  But he scems: to have formed his conclusion
not beeause he thought the river itself bad, but bocause it was not
provided with oys to mark the channels, and there were no pilots
who conld conduct a ship in, or out of port in safety. without such
aid. He added, however, that he lad been informed by Mr. Charles
Cantor, a merchant of this city, that his firm had loaded the Dunve-
gon Cast 500 tons, at Backergunge, in the yoar 181‘1, and
that she had entered and doparted in safety..

12, Tt corbuinly would not. have been a likely project to create o
port fifty miles up a viver, and cighty miles above the Sundheads, in
the Delta of the Ganges, which should have 1o buoys or pilots.  But

“the question, I think, should have been asked, would not such a
port as Kutchooah be worth buoys and pilots?  However that may
be the consequence of the opinions above. reported was that the
Bourd's project was laid aside. Subsequently, in February 1856,
on the recommendation of Mr. Reily, the Soonderbun Commissioner,
the Board again came up to Government and proposed the establish-
anent of & mart on some spot hetween the Pussur and Seepsah rivers ;
and as a preliminay to the determination of the main question,
they suggested that soundings should be taken, and the rivers sur-
voved without loss of time.

ship o
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13, This duty likewiso was cutrusted to Mr. Barton, and it sooms
tory so

from s roport that this survoy was considered to be. satis
far as i6 went, as it showed that the channls of the Pussur and Scep-
<alt wore navigable generally.  Bub tho mouths of the rivers required
to o specially surveyed, and as this purt of tho work could not he
comploted in consequonce of the Jatoness of tho scason at which tho
survey was commenced, ho Bowrd suggested that it showld bo done
during tho noxt cold weather. This, however, was not done : and
thero the mattor dropped.

14, Tho Gordi is the xiver by which all stoamers and Boats of
Jurthen, passing between Caleutta and the North-West, must enter
or leave the Gaugos except in tho rains, Major Sherwill D fomd
{his river to bo vory rapidly increasing in size, and I think thero s

ppearance that in a fow years it will earry down the groater
part, perhaps aliost tho whole, of the Ganges water.  Tis importanco,
therefore, will probably increase from year to ye:

15. Boing strongly impr
which 2 pori on {his noble river would be, even if it had water for
yessols only of 600 tons, T put mysclf into communication upon this
subject with Captain Rennic, tho present Superintendent of Marine 3
and T am happy to find that hie sees nothing conclusive against tho
practicability of 1ho scheme, in such cwsory survey operations as
Tave heen conducted, and that he is of opinion that the object is such
25 to demand a very mych more thotongh investigation than has yeb
been made. ’

16. T accordingly desiro that instructions may bo at onco issued to
the Superintendent of Mavine, requesting him o be so good as to
direct a thorough survey to he made during the coming fine

every

ar,

sed with the incaleulable advantage of

on,
by a competent marine surveyor, of the sca channels and cntrance
of the Horungotta, and of the river chaimel wp to Kutchooah. He
may be told that Mr. Morrell, of Morrellgunge, has kindly promised
10 give the surveyor every facility and information in his power, and
to supply him with fishermen who know the xiver.
J. P. GRANT.
The 2nd. Octoher, 1860, !
(True Copics.)
J. H. CASIIMAN,
Offy. Register, Bengal Seorelarial.
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BrNaAn Clmn(_l:l:lt orF COMMERCE,
Calentta, 26th Arigust, 1862.
Tm: Hox'suz A, EDEN,
Ofy. Secy. to the Government of Bengal.

Sir,—Your lettor No. 1435 of tho Gth instant and its cnclosures
relativo to tho proposed formation of a port in Mastern Bongal have
had tho consideration of the Committée of the Chamber of Commaree ;
and I am directed by them to state in voply that i their opinion
committe should be formed next cold scusou consisting’ of compe-

tent nautical men, Government and non-ofticial, 4o or three membors*

of tho Chamber, and one or two masters of Tnglish vessels ; and that
such committeo should procecd to the spot suggested in the Licutonant
Govornor’s minute, and subscquently repott on the whole question u-
volved in his vecommendation.

T liave $ho Tionor tohe, de.,
H. W. I WOOD,

Seerlary.




APPENDIX D.

STRIKE OF NATIVE BOATMEN.

Beyein Cravper or COMMERCE,
Caleutt, 31st May, 1862.

E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esq.,

Scerctary to the Gort. of Bengal.

S, —I havo the honor to represent for the information of His Honor
the Licutenant-Governorthat it has come to the notice of the Comittee
of the Chamber of Commerce that owing to the issue of an order from
the Conservator of the port prohibiting the use of fires on hoard of
native boats unless in cabooscs consiructed of orlined with metal, and
prohibiting the crew from having any firo on board after 9 v. 3., there
Tas been a general strike amongst the boatmen,

The Conmittee are aware that the order has been issued in conse-
quence of representations of tho danger to the shipping caused hy
these fires made by numerous masters of vessels in a letter which was
forwarded to the Government of Bengal by the Committee : and they
ave still of opinion that the order should be enforcad so far as it direets
that every eargo hoat shall be provided with a properly construeted

caboose for the purposes of cooking, but, as it is obviously impossible

that these cabooses ean be ab once procured i munber ab all cqual o
tho number of boats which will require to be furnishod with them, the
Committes think the rule showld not come into epovittion wntil after a
full month’s notice, .

With reference however to the extinetion of firs ab 9 o'clock tho
Committee are disposed to think that such a regulation caunot be
carried out without hardship to the cvows of the hoats, Tho ease is
Dy no means analogous o that of docks in England quoted by the
commanders in the letter referred to, Here the hoats are, it may be
said, the home of the boatmon 5 their cooking is neeessuily all done
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on board, and it would be an undoubted hardship that for cooking o
for any ather purpese no fire or light should be allowed on bomd
after a fixed hour, : C

The Committee incline also to the opinion that the danger to be
apprehended from these fires has been much overrated by the com-
manders in their letter. Tt is cortain, as stated by Captain Howe,
in his letter dated 106 February last, that no five amongst the shipping
has axisen, from this cause, at any rate, for the lnst twenty-five yours,
and the danger suck as it may have heen will certainly be  further di-
minished by the use of properly constructed cabooses being made im-

perative, which the Committee understand the owners of cargo boats

are willing to provide.

Tho Committeo therefore respectfully submit for the considoration
of the Lieutenant-Governor that the notification in question should
be modified to the extent suggested by them ; and with réference
t0 the inconvenienee aud loss caused by the strike now brought to
notico they desive me to express a hope that this mattor may have
His Honor's immediate attention.

T have, &e.,
L W. I WOOD,

Secrotary.

No. 560.

Troar |

Tur JUNIOR SECRETARY 1o TiE

GOVERNMENT or BENGAL.

To

Tus OFFICTATING MASTER ATTENDA\f?T.

. Dated Fort Willicon, the 3rd June, 1862.

Marine.

Srr,—1 am divected to acknowledge the recoipt of your report No.
1527, dated the 31st ultimo, on ihe petition of cortain cargo boat
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proprictors, appealing againsb the order of Government for the extine-
tion of fire on cargo and other native boats after gunfire.

2. The state of this question makes it necessary to review the
correspondence from the t,

3. On the 6th December last, fifty-threo commanders of merchant
ships froquenting the port of Caleutta addressed the Chambor of
Commerce regarding certain impediments which they said were thrown
in the way of the shipping interosts here, and asked the Chamber to
use their influence with the Government and the mereantile commu-

nity to have them removed.

4. Among these impediments was the following :—

« e wonld call your immediate attention to the great risk of fire
which threatens all ships in moorings from the blazing wood fires and.
wnrestricted naked lights on board the large number of dinghies and
other boats covered with mats and straw, which lic hetweon them and
the shore. A fire that should destroy the double line of ships from
Baboo Ghaut to Fort Point, would be followed by some stringent
rules respecting fire.  Why should they not be made now ? for  pre-
vention is betder than cure.” In London, fircs are not allowed in
docks ; why should boats composed of wood, mats, and straw be allowed
10 light naked fires to wind-ward and under the very Howsof a line of
ships full of life and worth with their cargoes upwards of a million of
money 7 How often too ave men scen ‘smoking on the thatched-roofs
of boatsin the same position.”

5. On the 7th January the Chamber in forwarding to Government
the letter from the fifty-three commanders, oxpressed a hope that the
various points noticed would receive early attention, and specially
enumerated among them, “ the risk from fire apprehended from the
clustering together, between the shore and ships in moorings, of native
Toats of all deseriptions, the carcless and wnrestricted s of fire and:
lights on board of which renders their proximity to the valuable ship-
ping a source of anxicty and danger.” The Chambermade o speci-
fic recommendation exeept that steps should b taken forthwith for
maintaining an wninterrupted passage between ships in moorings and
the shore elear from native boats of every description, but they added
that the risk pointed out, namely the xisk of five from the carcless and
unrestricted use of fire on board of such boats, should be guarded
against without delay.

|
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6. The Chamber were told in reply on the 16th January that their
recommendation for keeping boats which generally have fires and naked
lights on board, and are often_coverod with mats and straw, clear of
ships and moorings, heing one which i was unquestionably expedient to
adopt immediately, you had been requested to prepare and send for
approval a port rule to that effect '

7. Your report on the subject was received on the 106 February,
and after shewing that cargo bouts and dinghies could not, either,
with justico to their owners or without great inconvenience to the
shipping, be provented from remaining between the moored ships
and the shore ; and pointing out that no instance of iujury to the
shipping from five hreaking out in'a cargo or other mative boat had
ever ocowrred, you recommended nevertheless, as a measure of pro-
caution, that the rulos for regulating fives and lights on board vessels in
port should al once be made applicable to cargo and other native boats.

8. These rules provide, first, that 1o naked light is to be used on
onrd any vessel ; and second, that fires ave permitted only in galleys or:
fire Plices regululy constructed for the purpose, and must bo oxtin-
guished by 8 v. 2 Tt was proposed by you that theso rules should
at “once be adopted, that vvery cago hoat, budgerow, and indigo
planters’ bout should he compelled to have on board a small caboose
with elosed top and folding doors, bud that blurs and dinghies should
ot o required to have cabooses !

9. Your suggestions were approved, and the Chamber of Conmmerco
were informed on the 27th Tobruary that ships’ dinghies and cargo
Doats conld not b prevented from remaining near the shipping, but
that the porb rules regarding lights and fires would be cnforced
against all native boals. . To this the Chiamber made no objection.

10, On the 12th March you reported that you had promulgated on'
the st the rules for vegulating the use of fire and lights on board
cargo boats, budgerows, and ‘iudigo planters’ boats, but that owing
to a strike of the boatmen and a consequent representation of incon-
venience on the part of soveral morchants you had suspended the
operation of {hat part of the rules which provides for extinguishing
firos in’ cooking places ab 8 1. . witil the conclusion of the festival of
Ramzan,

11. On the 20th March the Commissioner of Polica was asked
whether arrangenents conld not be made for allowing the hoatmen
¥
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of cargo boats, budgerows, and indigo plantors’ boats to cook on shore
instead of on board their boats, but this being objected to you were di-
rected on the 4th April to reconsider the rule under which all fires on
boats of the above description were to be extinguished at 8 . ar.
On the 10th April you recommended that tho rule should remain
in abeyance ; but the Government could see no objection to enforce
the rule after gunfire, and as you acquicsced in this veiw, you were
desired on the Tth May so to onforce it.

12. Against this order the cargo boat proprietors mnow protest.
They are willing to bear the cxpense of providing a caboose for
each boat, but they state that in consequence of the rule prohibiting
fires on board after gunfire tho crews rofused to work, and they bog
that it may not be enforced. The Chamber of Commerce too object to
the order for extinguishing fires in these boats after gunfire, and
request that the rules may be modified to that extent.

18.. " You do not however agree in the proposed modification, and
you récommend that this rule be enforced as it stands. You agree
that there is no necessity for cooking after gunfire, and that all fires
and lights on board cargo and other native boats should be extinguish-
ed at that time. ’

14. This isa question in which the Licutenant-Governor is dis-
posed to be guided by the advice of the Chamber of Commerce, and
of other gentlemen interested in the safety of the shipping on the
rivor as well as in the genoral trade of the port. The question is
whther the danger to the shipping from allowing cooking fires on
oard cargo boats and othor native boats after gunfire is so great
as to require that all such fires shall bo oxtinguished at gunfive ;
the Licutenant-Governor is of opinion that it is not. Tt was never
asked cither by the conmmanders of ships or by the Chamber that
fires should bo extinguished onboard mative boats aftor a parti-
cular hour of the might 5 it is nob known that any injury has over
been done to shipping in the port by fires breaking out on board
such boats : and with the additional precaution of a caboose on board
curgo bouts, budgerows, and indigo planters’ boats, and tho facility
that exists for at once scuttling a dinghy or Dlwur that Lappens to
take fire, it is most unlikely that any such injury will arise from
this cause. .

* xlidi

15. Your notification of the 1st March should therefore he can-
colled, and an amended ono issuod, meroly requiring that on board
cargo boats, budgerows, and indigo plantors’ boats fires shall not be

. permitted exeept in a small iron caboose fitted with doors, and that

on bhurs and dinghies the cooking place shall ho in the hold and no
firos permitted elsewhere.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
(Signed) J. D. GORDON,
Junior Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No." 561,

Copy forwarded, to the Chamber of Commorce for information with
rofercuce t6 their Scerctary’s lottor dated the 8lst ultimo,

J. D. GORDON,
‘ Junior Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Forr Winnian, }
The 3rd June, 1862,




APPENDIX I

STRIKE OF NATIVE CARTMEN.

BrNcan Crayser oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 15th October, 1362.
Tims HON'BLE A. EDEN,
0ffg. Seey. to the Government of Bengad.

Sir,—The recent strike among the native cartmen of Caleutta
suggests the inquiry whother it is not cxpediont that some
means should bo adopted with the view of preventing a recur-
ronce of what has proved a sowrce of very considerable embar.
rassment to the commerce of the city and of great inconvenienco
10 the community at large.

Under the ordinary circumstance of a strike i’ consequenco -of
ademand for higher wages, or as in tho lnte istance of the cargo
bont-men, who struck work in consiquence of a complaint of tho

of & port ion, the Committee would not make
any representation ; but the case wnder submission is a. peouliar onc,
Deing the case of an attempt to defeat the law and to rosist the
Drovisions of  just and hwmane enactment ; the owners and
of hackerics in Caloutta have combined

duivers
and refused to work in conse-
quence of fines adjudged by the magistrates for a broach of the
Taw which punishes cruclty to animals, such fines having hoon, in
all cases, considorably less than the amount which tho 1
Tises.

On this ground therefore the Committeo think it fncumbent on
them to press upon the ‘attention of the Licutenant-Governor the
desiral of making logisl
hurtful combination may be rigorou

aw autho-

provision by which any similar
: n sly dealt with, and they trust
His Honor will ho pleased to take their suggestion into considers.

xlv
tion, and to take such measures as will prevent the reewrrence of wn-
Twful combinations of the naburo roferred to.
T have the Tiouor to be, de.,
H.W. I WO0OD,

. Secrelary.
No. 4284.

Tron

J. GEOGHEGAN, Esq.,

Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

To

e SECRETARY 7o mur BENGAL CHAMBER or

COMMERCE.
Fort William, the 12th November, 1862,
JUDICIAL,

Sm,—I am diregted to acknowledge tho receipt of your lot-
ter dated the 15th ultimo, submitting a recommendation from tho
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to the effect that somo
legislative enactment should be passed to provent strikes such as
ocourred lately among the carters of Caleutta, and in reply to for-
ward to you tho accompanying extract (paragraphs 6.to 8) from a
report, No. 1034, dated the, 27th idem, from the Commissioner of
Police, and to stato that the Lieutenant-Governor entirely concurs
in the views thoroin expressed by Mr. Wanchopo as to the incxpo-
diency of making a spontancous combination to refuse work in it-
self a punishable offence. For the punishment of combinations for
an illegal object, as'well as of any attompt to compol others by

force or intimid %0 join a combi

even i itself not illegal,
the provisions of the Penal'Code are, in the Lieutenant-Governor's
opinion, amply suflicient.
I have the honor to be,
Sir, ©
Your most obediont servant,
JOHN GEOGHEGAN,

Under-Secretary o the Government of Bengud,
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Tutract of « letler from S. Wavenorr, Esq., ¢ B., Commissioner
“:vf Police, Caleutta, to the Officiating Secrelr tothe Government of
'y ) 3
Bengal,—(No. 1034, dated the 27th October 1862.)

Para.  6.—With regard to the recommendation of the Chamber
of C erce, forwarded with your end t No. 3710 of the 16th
instant, to tho ofloct thab a legislative enactment should be passed to
provent strikes, such as ocenrred lately among the ]uwker}f drivers
of Caleutta, T have the honor to state that I am averse to this course

being adopted. )

7. Tn the first place it is to be observed {hat a body of men may
strike work with some shew of reason, as in the easo of the cargo
Doat-men, becauso they were not allowed to atbach their boats to .“I.B
Govornment, buoys, and the diughy-mon, on_aceoutt of tho probibi-
tion of fires on board their boats after a certain hour. T mcnho}x
theso cascs, for in both tho gricvances were redrossed by the ori-
ginal orders, or a portion of them, being cancelled. In England there
are strikes by cab-nen, masons, cotton spinnors, &o., wd th boat-
men, carters, and others of Calentta follow the example of their
Drethren elsewhere. These strikes ionably put the whole co]}\«
Inunity to vory great inconvenienco, bub those concerned in them suffor
tho mosb in the long run, and I do not sce how we can justly compol
men to work who have entered into no contract to do so, provided
the offence is nothing beyond a simple refusal to carn their daily
bread.

8. If carters, boat-men, &c., go beyond this refusal, and if those
engaged in a strike prevent others Dy threats or in any way from
working, an offence has doubtless been itted, and the oflenders
can be punished according to the Ponal Code for ¢ wrongful res-
$raint,” or “ criminal intimidation,” as the case may be, and in the
late strike I had soveral individuals mrested by the Polico and
brought before the Magistrate for having transgressed the law by pre-
venting carters, who wore willing to work, from entering Calcutta.

(True copy)
J. 1. CASHMAN,

Offisiating Register, Bongal Seorclariad.

" supported by the

APPENDIX T.

SUNDAY MAILS.

Bexaan Ciamzir or Conmurer,
Caleutta, 22nd February, 1862.
W. GREY, Esq.,
Seey. to the Govt. of India, Mome Department.

Sir,—I am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of copy of the com-
munication from Hor Majesty’s Post Master Goneral to Hor Majesty’s
Seorctary of State for India relative to tho dlosing of Euglish mails
on Sunduys, as prayed for by the Trades Association of Caleutta,
jons of the Landholders’ and Commer-
cial Association and the Chamber of Commerce ; and T am desired to
oxpress tho rogret of the Committee of the Chamber that their
cation has not been favorably entertained.

In making that applicition the Committee did not fail to notice and
Auly considor the points which it is apprehended were ab the tme
lost sight of, the exporienco of several years having satisfied them
that tho regularity of the entire homeward mail service would nob be
disturbed or its transmission materis

appli-

y delayed by tho proposed post-
ponement of the Caleutta mail for twenty-four hours, and in confirma-
tion of that view they can point to the frequent detentions of the mail
Dackets from this port under the authority of the Governor General in
Council without in any instance involving any intorference with the
Tomeward mailé from China and Austealia via Galle,

On this point thorefore the Committoe respectfully submit that His
Lordship the Post Master General has advanced an objection which
on ro-consideration, they trust, will bo withdrawn.

Tho objection morcover to alter fixed daysof sailing from Caloutta
if applieablo to the homeward mails would apply equally to the out-
ward mails ; but since, as a rule, tho mails for Tndia vid Marsoilles
aro closod in London on the following cvening whon tho regular mail
day falls on & Sunday, the Committeo fail to porceive why tho same
rulo should not ho observed in Calentta.

Tu answer to the remarks in the 4th paragraph of Mr. Scerotary Hill's
Totter T am directed to observe that ho hus misintorproted the rofer-




" ence made by

xIviii

the Chmber of Commerce to the making up of the
Southampton mail ;the reference being clearly to the pmc.t.;cl? of i
o . the mails in London for transmission id. Marseilles i i
Sonthampton: ; as no_ allusion was wade to packets being mado up «
but to their being made in London for transmission

Sonthampton,
vid Southampton.
vid Southamp ) -

The Commmittee having, as they trust, satisfied the Governor Gene-

1l in Council that they have fully met the objection raised by Her
aster General, they respectfully repeat the request

Majesty’s Post
cubmitted in their letter of 27th September,
reecive His s favorable dation
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. W. I WO0OD,

Frox
A. M. MONTEATH, Esa.,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Indid,
To

H. W. I WOOD, Esa.,
Kecy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Dated Fort William, the Tth March, 1862.

Trome Dept.

Sir,—1 am directed to state for the information of the Chamber of
Commerce that your letter dated the 22nd ultimo, regarding the closing
of the English mails on Sunday, will be forwarded to the Secretary of
State.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
A. M. MONTEATH,

Under-Seey. {o the Gort. of Tidia.

confident that it will

xlix
Ixpra OFFICE,
ZLondon, 9th June 1862.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE GOVER-
NOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL.

My Lorp,—The further memorial from the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce forwarded with your Post Office letter, No. 1, of the Tth
of March 1862, relating to the detention of the mail at Calcutta for
‘twenty-four hours, whenever the day for closing the mail falls on a
Sunday, has been laid before Her Majesty’s Post Master General.

2. Inreply, Lord Stanley represents that he ses no reason to alter
his decision on the subject communicated to you in my despatch No.
152, dated 24th December 1861, as it appears from the record of the
Post Office that, while the packet from Caleutta is timed td arrive at
Point de Galle one day after the packets from China and Australia, on
nine occasions out of twenty in which the packet has been detained
at Calcutta after the proper day of departure during the last two years,
it reached Point de Galle-two or more days after the” branch packets
from Australia and China, thus delaying to the same extent the
important mails from those places for England.

Thave the honor to be, &e.,
(8d)  ©. WOOD.

No. 3625.
Copy forwarded to the Sccretary to the Bengal Chamber of
. Commerce, for the
From Secretary, Bengal Chambe} of Commerce, dated .
22nd February 1862, To Bengal Chamber of Commerce, ~information of the
No. 1213, dated 7th March 1563. Chamber, with re-

ference to the correspondence noted in the margin. -

By order,

A. M. MONTEATH,
Tider-Seey. {o the Gort. of Tndia.

HoME DEPARTMENT, Z
Post Office,
The 22nd July 1862. S




APPENDIX G

CONSOLIDATED CUSTOMS.BILL.

No. 1296.
- Frox .
J. GEOGHEGAN, Esq., .
- Under-Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,
To

1iE SECRETARY 70 tHE BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE,

Fort William, the 28th July 1862.

Customs.

Str,—I am dirccted to forward the accompanying copy of a letter
No. 28, dated the 24th instant, from the Officiating Deputy Secre-
tary to the Government of Tndia, in the Home Department, enclosing
a copy of the consolidated Customs Bill as amended by the Select
Committee, togother with their report on the bill, and to request
that the Chamber will favor the Licutenant-Governor with any sug-
gestion or observations that they may haye to offer on its provisions.

2. I am to draw particular attention to the wishes of His Ix-
cellency the Governor General in Council that a return may be made
within two months,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
JOHN GEOGHEGAN,

Under-Secretary to the Govermment of Bengal.

1

From A, G. Maceiensox, Esq., Officiating Deputy Scorctary to the
Government of India, Home Department, to the Hox'sue A. ADEN,
Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(INo. 28, dated the
24th July 1862.)

Sz, —T am directed to forward, for submission to the Hon’ble the
Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, six printed copies of the Report of
the Select Committec on the consolidated Customs Bill and of-the
Bill as amended by them, with the request that the opinions of those

*authorities and others who were consulted on the former Bill may be
taken on the present ono and forwarded to me within two months,
(True Copy)
J. H. CASHMAN,

Offy. Register, Bengal Secretariat,

BENGAL ClaMBER OF CoayEeret,

Caleutta, 11¢k October 1862,
Tui How'sie A. EDEN,

Offg. Secretary to the Gorernment of Bengal.

St —T am directed by the Committeo of the Chamber of Commerce
to acknowledge the receipt of Mn Undor-Secrctary Geoghogan's
lettor of 28th July relative to the Amended Consolidated Customs
Bill, upon the provisious of which the Chamber have been invited to
furnish the How'blo the Licut.-Governor with any su
observations thoy may have to offcr.

The Bill having been carefully considered by

ggostions or

the Committee, they

dosire mo to submit their remarks on those olauses which in their

opinion call for further amendment,

Soti0x XXIIL—Does not provide for goods on which duty is paya.
blo on fixed tavifl valuations : the words “ or o
duties on fived tariff valuations ” should be added
after tho word « only” iu lino -

Storiox XXIV.—The Committe would omit the words “ or 1ithin

such reasonable period as may with the consent of the




Tii
pertics e arvanged” in lines 18 @ 20. Two days
aro sufficient time for thé officor in charge of the
Custom House o determine whother: to- deliver
goods or to retain them on account of |

undervalued "
and a longer interval is unfair to the

Clovernment ©
importor whose goods ar dotained.

Sserios XXXVIIL—Tnstead of the word «forfeit” in line 6, the
' Commibtoe would insort « be liable to « penclty of.”
As the clauso ab persent stands the Commander,
would forfeit a sum ot excoeding 500 rupees, and
$he Customs authorities would have no powor to
fomit the penalty though the Commander might
bo ablo to show sullicient cause for refusing o re-

ceive the officer on hoard, )
The same word occurs in

Srorioy XXXIX,—and in various othor Scotions.  Inany case it
would, the Committee think, be suflicient that the
breach of- thé law should be liable to penalty.

Snorroy XLIIT—TLine 81.  There should bea mscrvx%tinn as to goods

jettisoned ab sca through stress of weather.

ox XLVIT.—The period of fifteon working days allowed by

this section is too short. Siz

regulate the term. Tifteen days should be allow-

ol for a vessel of 600 tons, and two days for cach

additional Tundred tons.  This is considered an
sgary amendment.

of vessels ghonld

fmportant and ne
Secrron LVI.—In practice it is the Master or Commander who car-
yics unclaimed goods o the Custom Housc, not
the Collector. The Committee therefore suggost
! that the words “ forthwith carry such remaining
goods 16 the Custom ouse” (lines 31 @ 83) he omit-
ted, and the following words he inserted in liew
thereof ¢ diveel {hat such remgining  goods shull
Sorthwith be Tanded b the Custom Howse.”
With ‘roforence o this section tho Committee
would also remark that unclaimed goods which im-
podo the discharge of a ship are frequently landed
by the Commander hofore the expiration of the fif-

Tiii
toen days. Tho Collector refuses to take chargo of
*igoods o Janded, and will“not rocognise any Jien on
them ‘for landing changes, €. Consequently the
consignees of such goods may, and in practice ocea-
sionally do, remove such goods from the Custom
House both before and aftor the ship’s deparbure,
without payment of tho charges inourred for land-
ing, and froight—if any is due. Ttis desirable
4t this clause should bo anionded to the oxtont at
any rate of making it compulsory on the Collector
$0 tako chargo of any goods so landed which may
vomain wnclaimod at time of ship’s olewrance out-
wards, and to hold the same subjectdo ship’s lion
) for froight, de.
Srortox LTX. —The words “ claimed of” in the marginal referenco to
this scotion appear to he surplusage. - .
SeerioN LX.—The practice being to pay dutics on an entire ship-
ment after 10 per cont, havo been landed for ex-
amination, $ho Committeo presume tho Consignee
would ho able o claim a refund under this soction
should & portion of the remainder of the shipment
De Janded in a damaged state.  Por instance, in a
consignment of 100 bales of Croy Shirtings the
importor will pay duty on the whole after 10 per
cont. havo beon landed aud examined by the

tide-waitors, as if the whole were sound, The re- |

maining 90 por cerit, may be landed in driblets over
the next week or ten'days, and a portion thereof
may tum out much deprociated in valuo from sea-
“water damage. In such caso, as tho da
condition of the ales could ho ase

maged
ined and

cortified on the first oxamination thercof by the
Custom Tonso Appraiser (in the torms of this
seotion) $he Committee assume that a refund of
dnty would bo allowed.

Suorioy LXXXVL—The marginal referonce doos not seem applicable
to this Scction. The Committeo would also insert
the words “Cor want of ordinary care and preca-




liv
tiow” after the word < megleet? in line 12, They think
that Public Warehouse-keepers’ and Customs Of-
ficers are bound to take reasonable care of property
ander their charge.

Seorron CIV.—The marginal reference to this section is inapplicable.

Stortox CVIL—The words ““achen goods have been duly cleared” appear
to have been omitted in the marginal rofc‘rcncc to
this section.

Secrion OX.—The period of fifteen days allowed: is too short. See
yemarks on Scetion XLVIL Thg time allowed
should be regulated by tonmage of the vessel.
Tlie Committee refer to their remarks on Section
XXXVILL, as to the penalty. provided by this
section, line 25,

Secrrox CXXIT —In this section it will be mecessary to insert the

. words “or of goods paying specific duties on tbcight
or quantity” after the words  free goods *—line 7.
As the seetion at present stands it is inapplicable
to Indigo, for instance, which pays duty atso much
per maund, or Rice which also pays a specific duty
on weight, These are not “ rated goods? within
the meaning of the section as it at present stands.

Srortoy CXXVI—The right to reserve one-cighth of the import duty
on ve-cxportation having been given wp, the last
five lines of this section scem unneeessary.

Srcrion CXLL—The words ““or landing” scem necessary after the
word ¢ shipping” in line G of this section.

Srerion CLXVIL—The Committee consider that the period of six

. months for claiming dutics which may have been
short levied is unnecessarily long, and may be the

means of inflicting hardship on agents who may
be ealled upon to sabisfy such claims long after
their accounts are closed and proceeds of sale re-
mitted to their principils. They consider that
threo months should be substituted for six months
iu this scotion, )
Storioy CLXVIIL—As the Committee would bar the daim of
Government against individuals after three months,,

v

they would also limit the period of claim by indivi-
duals against Govermment under this scetion to
. three months. . .
SecrioN CLXXL—Tho trade discount varying according to the article
. sold from 2 por cont. to 5F per cent., -the words

two per cent. inline 7 must be omitted.

Secrrox CLXXV.—In this scotion also the Committeo wonld insert
the words “ or want of ordinary precaution, dc.,”
after the word ““neglect” inline 12.

Seorron CXCV.—This section does not appear to define how persons
¢ detained ” are to be dealt with or disposed of.

Srerton CXCIX.—The Committee would suggest that vessels and
goods condemned for breach of the Customs laws
should be disposed of by  public auction” aftor
duo adverbisement.

Form TF. in Ap-} “Will ‘require alteration, to. conform to the

pendix alteration suggested in Scetion XXIII.
I havo tho honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant, .
I.'W. 1. W0OD,

Secietary.




APPENDIX IL

DUTY ON COTTON THREAD.

BexcAL CHaMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 9th July 1862.
H. L. DAMPIER, Esa.,
Secretary to the Board of Revene.

Sir,—I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce to ropresent to the Board of Revenue that importers of cotton
ball and spool $hread havo brought to their otice the very heavy
import duty which is chaxged on theso goods.

Previous to March 1859 cotton thread was admitted at the smne
duty as cotbon twist, viz. 3} per cent. ad valorem, and whon that
2ato was, by Act VIL of 1859, raised to 5 por cont., it was mado
applicable to ¢ cotton thread, fwist, and yarn,” which were classi-
fied together. : .

Tn March 1860 the duty was doubled, and the increased rate of 10
por cent, yas lovied aliko on_ cotton twist, yarns, and all descriptions
of cotton manufactures.

This higher assessment was lovied tll April 1861 when it was
reduced to 5 per cent. on thread as well as twist and yamn, for notwith-
standing the Collector’s endeavor to retain the higher duty on the
former that article was, on appeal, permitted to enter at the same rate
as the articles with which it had been so long classified.

Tn April 1862 another alteration took place, the import duties on
yarns and piece goods heing reduced to the old rates of 5 and 3} per
cont. respectively ; and it was on the occurrence of this last change
that the long recognised position of cotton thread was materially
affected, the collestor ignoring its former classification and treating it
as an uncnumerated article, subject to a duty of 10 per eent.

|
!

|

Ivii

Agninst this ruling of the Collector’s tho importers of cotton thread
cemphatically protost as an unjust and illiberal interpretation of the
Act,-and they place the matter before the Committee for submission
to the Government and for redresd.

In representing this case for the consideration of the Board of
Revenue tho Committee beg respoctfully to support the appeal whicl
has been made to them.

Tho Board probably are of opinion that the previous classification
of “cotton thread” with ‘“cotton yarn”, and the admission of it
at tho lower duty was an crror ; inasmuch as the former cannot

. properly bo termed a. partially manufactured article.

Be that howevor as it may, tho Committee are clearly of opinion
that the spixit of tho recont changes in the Customs Act novor intend-
od that any goods manufactured of cotton should pay more than
6 per cent., and cortainly it was nover contemplated that goods which
had paid 5 per cent, under the old tarifl should bo assessed at 10 per
cent. under the now tavifl, They thercforo hopo tho Board will re-

commend the Government of Bongal to sanction the admission of *

cotton thread on the same footing as pieco goods, viz, a duty of
5 per cent.

1 have tho honor to be, &c.,
H. W I WOOD,
' Secratary.

No. 3750,

Tictract from the Proceedings of the Rianr Hox'pis tue GOVERNOR
Grxwrar or Invia 1x Couscin, in the Home Department, under

date the 28th July 1862.

TRand the proceedings in tho Financial Department for February
1862, Nos. 8—10, relative to the rate of duty to which “sewing
thread s liable on importation.

Read again the procoedings in this dopartment for Srd July 1862,
Nos. 5—6, relative to the protest made by Messis. Grant, Smith and
Company against tho levy of a 10 por cont. «d valorem duty on the
sowing thread imported by them.

pis




Tvit

Read an officc memorandum from the Tinancial De}mrtmcnt, No.
4381, dated 12th instant, stating that there is nothing on record
beyond what has already been furnished to this d«p‘ru'tmcnt to show
whether the distinction between ¢thread” and: “twist” was or was
not advisedly recognized in the tariff of Act XI. of 1862.

RESOLUTION.

The Governor Genoral in Couneil obsorves that under Act. X of
1860 imported cotton twist aud yam nob being especially provided
fox in tho sehedulo come under tho goneral heading for articles sub-
jeok to a ton, por cent._ad valorem duty ; bub that by Notifiention
No. 86, datod tho 20th April 1861, tho duty on *cotton twist and
spocially veduced o 5 por cent.

yarn” was

9. Under this ruling, ib appears that the Collector of Customs

aditted cotton throad ab the reduced rate wntil the Board of Re-
veme pointed out in February Jast tho crror of bringing cotton
throad within the definition of “cotton twist and yarn,” and that
{ho Financial Department, to which the question was veferred for
decision, agreed in the Board’s opinion that “cotton throad” was
* quito distinct from «cotton twist and_ yarn,” obsorving ab tho sumne
time that “sowing throad is a manufactured articlo complete in
itself, while twist is a od articlo -
ploto wntil it has gone through a further process of manufacture.
1t was however observed by the Financial Departmont that ¢ as thread

incom-

Tas always been elassod with yarn, and as an alteration of the classi-
Seation without notice would be asurprise on importers, and involve a
demand for oxcess dutics of a trifling amount, His Excelloncy in
Council would not disturb existing arrangements for the presont,”
Jub that ““the subject will be borne in mind in case any changes
should he contemplated in the tariff for the ensuing year.”

3. The new tanifl passed under Act XT of 1862 makes & special
provision for the levy on “twist” of a 3} per cont. ad wdlorem duby ;
and it appears that tho Collector of Customs has, since the operation
of the above Act, levied a 10 per cent. ad valorem duty on *cotton
{hwead,” against which Messts, Grant, Sniith and Company have
appenled o the Board of Revenue, who, in submitting the case to
the Licutonant Governor, make the following remarks :—4 Under the
orders of the Government of India dated 20th February last No. 1505,
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ho Collector is, of course, right in dealing with thread” as not
included under the denomination twist of the schedule ;” but it
appears possiblo that the intention of Government, as expressed in
paragraph 5 of the orders above adverted to, was lost sight of on
the exactment of Act XI,”

4. The Governor General in Council is of opinion that, technically
and substantially, thero is'a distinction between “ cotton twist” and
“cotton thread,” and that, in framing the now tarifl, it was intended
that this distinction should be recognised. Under these
His Bxcellency in Council cannot entortain the application of Messrs,
Grant, Smith and Company for equalizing the rate of duty on  cotton
thread ” with $hat levied on cobbon bwist,

Ordered that a copy of this resolution e forwarded to the Govern-
order. ment of Beugal for information, and commu-
nicition o the Bowrd of Reverue, with

roference to docket thonco No. 433, dated 28th May last.
Ordered also, that a copy be sent to the Governments of Madras
and Bombay for information, and to the Foreign Department for
to the Chicf Commissioner of British Burmah, :

(True Txbract)
(Signed) T, C. BAYLEY,

Secretary to the Government of Tndia.

No. 1350.

Copy forwardod to the Board of Revenue for information with
veferonce to their, lettors Nos. 682 and 967, datod 14th May and 23rd
instant rospectively.

By order of the Licut.-Governor of Bengal,
(Signed)  JOHN GEOGHEGAN,

Undder-Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
Towrr Wirtian, }

T'he 31st July 1862
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No. 1090. i
Cusloms. Copy forwarded to the Sccretary to the :
A Guote, ), Ohamber of Commoree for information with
3 Esquires. !
ET. gi‘mvor, o reference to his letter dated 9th ultimo.

By order of the Board of Revenue, -
W, J. HERSCHEL,
0ffg. Junior Scerctary.

Fort WILLIAM, }
The 19th August 1862.

ST

APPENDIX I

INLAND TRAFFIC OFFICE.

NOWA),
Frox
H. BELL, Esq.,
Under-Secrctary to the Government of Bengal,
To

Tue SECRETARY To tue BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.

Fort William, the 20th December 1861,
Mis, Rev,,
Customs.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter
dated the 26th ultimo, submitting the further remarks of the Cham-
bor on tho subject of the creation of a department for obtaining re-
turns of the internal trade of Bengal with referenco to the ‘report
of the Board of Revonue, No. 1579, dated the 9th Octobor lash,

2. Inreply, I am desired to forward a copy of the correspondence®

which has passed upon tho
i i, PR oy S o bty from whih the -
November 1861

To the Sceretury 1o the Financial Depart-
ment, No. 545 of the same date.

er will perceive the measures
taken in consequence of their
proposal and the views of Go-
vernment on tho several points raised.

3. On the suggestion made for tho appointment of a River Polico
Magistrate, Tam to observe that tho Licutenant-Governor docs not
doubt that such an offico would be uscful, though he is not in a
position at present to say that thero would be work enough in it for
ono Magistrato, or that funds can bo made availablo for its consti-
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fution. The Tiontenant-Governor has, however, consulted the C({m-
snissioner of Police, and the subject will be re-considered on receiph
of lis report.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
. Your most obedient servant,

H. BELL,

Under-Secretiay to the Government of Bengal.

No. 544 (A).
Troxt .
E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esa., .

Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,

To
Tug JUNIOR SECRETARY To Tip
" BOARD ox REVENUE.
Tort Williwm, the 20th Nov. 1861.
Custome,

Stt,—Tn roply o your letter No. 1579, dated the 9th ultimo, the

- Lientenant-Governor desires me to say that Mr. Stainfortl’s proposi-

.. tion for abolishing the tolls on the Nuddea rivers has no natural

connection with the subject referred to the Board by my letter of tho

17th Septem.ber last, which related to proposals by the Chamber of

* Commerce for establishing a istical offico in Caleutta, in order to

ascertain and publish the internal trade of the port, and for requiring
‘nland chalans to bo stamped.

2. - If the Board seriously contemplate as advisable the abolition of
the tolls on the Nuddea rivers, the Licutonant-Govornor will be very
happy to take the question into consideration ; but it should be taken
up and submitted as a sepatate subject. - A% prosent the proposal does
not appear to him of a practical character, or advisable in any view.
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As in the canals, (on-which Mr. Stainforth does not recommend. the
abolition of the tolls), soin the Nudden rivors, a large expenditure is
annually made for' the sake of the navigation ; and in both cases what-
ever surplus is available is expended upon district roads and commu-
nications ; so that on the wliole probably no public moncy ‘is aised
which is omployed more usefully than this.

3. Tt is woll known that, practically, not one-third part of the fair
share of Bongal in the imporial rovenues has evor been allotted for
the exponses of roads-and bridges and other public works in Bengal,
in comparison with the allotments made to the other parts of Tndia,
The remedy for this is beyond the power of the local government,
Tu this untoward and hopeless state of things it is only by hushanding
to the very utmost all such sowrces of local revenue as cannob bo
elsewhere exponded that Bongal is able to koop itsclf from falling into
a still more disereditablo condition, in regard to those public
works which - are’ necossary for commercial progres, than that in

which it has Ditherto been. OF these sources of local vovonus, the
tolls in question form an important item, which cammot by law bo

amalgamatod with the imperial revenues,

4. Onthe other hand the substitute which M. Stainforth proposes,
namely a tax on all boats landing in Caloutta, though a moderate
duty of that sort might be proper enough  on its own account, and
for appropriate objects, scens to the Lioutenant-Governor indofene
sible a5 a substitute for a toll. on the Nuddea xivers. Tor why-
should small boats plying, for example, hetwoen Serampore and
Caleutta, which novor enter the Nuddea vivers, pay toll in order to
exempt boats which trade regulmly throngli those rivers from all
charge for keeping open those communications? And why shotld’
boats from Dacea, for cxample, passing throngh the canals and tovch.”

-ing b a Culontta ghat, which have puid toll for the canals, pay again

for the Nuddea rivers which they never approach?

. Murning now to' the proper subjects of this présont commmuni-
éation, the Licutenant-Governor obsérves that My, Young is in favor:
of the fixst proposal of the Chamber of Commoree on the point of
trido satistios; but secs’ objections o the proposal of imposing d

- stamp duty of inlaid boat chalans : whilst Mr. - Stainforth is “in-

favor of both propositi though his dation as to both
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i complicated with the irrelevant question of the tolls on the Nuddea ing down these rivers is often landed at entrepbts on the Hooghly ;
rivers. + but it must all eventually find its way to the port.

0 This vory sati 3 totho Li Govornor to find that i 10. - As regards the proposal to require stemped chalans with all
Mr. Young considers the obtaining of the istical ion not : inland boat cargoes, the Licutonant-Governor does mot clearly soc g
only a very useful but a very practicable'measure. The Licutenant- ¢ . his way to the enforcement of the rule. If chalans wero absolutely ]
Governor socs no valid objection to the method suggested by tho i nocossary, liko a shijfs manifest, and bills of lading, to require !
Chamber of Commerce and approved by Mr. Young, namely an X them to be upon stamped papor would be simple. On the whole he }
axtonsion of Mr. Galiffe’s presont cstablisiment : for this purpose, i agrees with' Mr. Young upon this point; but a copy of tho corres- |
Mr. Galifi’s hands miust be strengthened,” but that being done, the : pondenco will bo sent to the Government of India in tho Stamp Do- !
Licutenant-Governor does not doubt his ability to superintend the : partment, by whom only final orders on such & subject can be deter-
business ; as it is cognate with a part of his present dutics, all of mined,

which he performs in an excellent manner. .

7. Tho Chamber of Commerco specifies three important channels , }
of the inland trade of Caleutta; viz, first, the boat ghats on the - Sir,
Hooghly ; second, tho circular canal ; and third, the several railway i

T have the honor to be,

! w

Vour i - i [

$ermini. Thero are 1o other important channels. The statistics of i Your most obedient servant, : =
the exports and imports by the second of these channels aro already | (81) . H. LUSHINGTON, Lol
furnished by Mr. Galifi's department, and they could doubtless \ | =
readily be furnished in the first and more valuable form furnished in | P Secretary to the Government of Bengal. i -
Mr. Wood’s letter. The same information in the same form could 3 (True Copy) : | ~s
doubtless be very casily obtuined from the railway oflicors who arc i ‘ -
ever ready to assist in such matters. Indecd, aregister of $ho several 4 J. H. CASHMAN, [~
articles of trado passing upwards and downards on the Hast Tudian Of. Register, Dengal Secrctariat, ! -
Railway is now kopt, and is o very interesting tablo. The Licute- ; o
nant-Governor can see no difficulty in obtaining the same information it No. 545(4). =
from the Caleutta ghats. ) - L
8. A lnw will be necessary for the completo working of the Froxt =%

system ; and no tax of course can be levied without one. But ar-
rangements may be made ab ouco for the constitution of tho depart-
ment at an ewly date ; and the Board are requested to desire M.
Sclmlch‘ to put himsclf into communication with Mr. Galifle, and to

E. H. LUSHINGTON, Eso.,

Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,

AR

To dg

. propare'in dotail a seheme for the purpose. They are also requested : e
to propare and submit a draft kv on $ho principle skotehiod by Mr. o SEORBTARY 70 rus GOVERNMENT or INDIA, i :

Young, ool FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. &

9. the Licutenant-Governor also dosiros to Jnow whether better | Tort William, the 20th November 1861, I

vetums of the trade of tho Nuddea rivers may not be obtained,— Gastoms. ’ ’ R
distinguishing oxports and imports. He believes merehandize com- ] e

2 ) andiz | S1m,—T am dosired by the Licutonant-G: ; K

" ant-Governor to forward, for the ! :

' I G

e
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consideration of the Govern-

From Chamber of Commerss, dated ypont of India, @ copy of the
e et Gommerce, No. 4528, cotrespondence moted in the
a1 gt T g, seluting fo 5 suggestion
Toard of Revenue, No. 4514, dated 1304}y the Chamber of Commerce
sei:“li::;lb“t]le Officiating Secretary to the for the creation of a depart!.n?nt
Board of Revenue, No. 1570, dated 90 g0 41io purposo of ascertaining
Oober  offeiting Sesrstary o e and publishing particulars of tho
B‘nnrd of Revenue, No. 5444, dated 20th internal trade of India, and
Novemter for obtaining an inereaso to the

State revenue by requiring stamped chalans to be sent with inland

‘boat cargoes. o

2. Itwill be seen that the Licutenant-Governor, agreeing in ‘the
expediency of the first proposal, has directed tho Board to tako im-
mediate measures for carrying it into cffeet. But, as stated in the
concluding paragraph of my letter to tho Board of this date, he ap-
prehends iderable difficultics in ing a rule requiring stamp-
ed chalans to be sent with inland boat cargoes, and desires to rofer
this point for the consideration of the Government of India.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(8d.) E. H. LUSHINGTON,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT,
Fort William, the 11th December 1861.

ResoruTioN.—Tho only question on which orders are required is
the question proposed in the second paragraph of the above letter. It
seoms clear to the Governor General {in Council that the production
or use of stumped chalans o inland cargo boats cannot bo required
without a change in the existing law. But His Excellency in Council
observes that this question will meet with due attention, when the

, whole subject of stamp law-amendment comes under the consideration
of the Legisintive Council.

Ixvii

Orderod, that a copy of the above resolution be sent to tho Go-
vernment of Bengal for information, in reply to its Secretary’s letter
No. 5454., dated 20th ultimo.

No. 623(A.)

Copy of the above resolution forwarded to the Chamber of Com-
merce, in continuation of the Secretary’s lettor No. 602A., dated
20th instant.

By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bongal,
J. D. GORDON,
Junior Secy. to the Government of Bengal,

Torr WirLiay,
The 30th December 1861,

*No. 331,
From i
Tue HONBLE A. EDEN,

Junior Seoretary o the Board of Revenve,

To
Tug SECRETARY To Tie CHAMBER or
COMMERCE,
Dated Fort William, the 10t March 1862,

Customs.

Stv,—In their leftor to Governmont dated the 26th August last,
the Chamber of Commerce suggested
to Government a scheme for the ro-
gistry of the inland trade of Caleutta, the leading features of which '
were, first—that every cargo boat and steamer shall, under penalty,
be compolled on arrival, as in the caso of ships, to enter at the Offics
of Tnland Traflic, their manifests or chalans in certain forms which,
vere suggosted (paras. 9 and 10) ; secondly—that the cxpenso of pro.

A R. Young, Esq.
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viding the necessary machinery for collecting tlxes? returns SIlOEl]d
bemet “by a tax on boats importing country produce, excepting
steamers”  of a rupee or two Tupees on every boat landing its cargo
within the limits of the port” (para 15) ; and lastly, that the * zealous,
activo and intelligent superitendent” of the circular - canals, Mr.
Galiffe, should be called upon by Government to organise a staff of «
men for the conduct of the duties of the Inland Office (para 17).

2. This letter was forwarded by Government to the Board of
Revenue for report, and the opinions of the members on the scheme
generally were submitted to Government in their Sccretary’s lettor
No. 1579, dated 19th October. Mr. Young finding nothing to object to
in the arrangements originally proposed by the Chamber supported
their view, suggesting merely a fow details as to the mode of col-
lection which appeared to him “caleulated to afford the greatest
amount of sccurity against abuses on the part of subordinates ;"
that being from the first in his opinion the risk to be chiefly appre-
hended and guarded against. Mr. Stainforth proposed another mode
of carrying out the objects in view, and that plan has since been ad-
vocated by the Chamber ; but it need not be further noticed lere,

as it has already been d by the Li Governor to be
‘““not of a practical character or admissible in any view,” and the
Board therefore feel themselve: from considering it.

3. The Lientenant-Governor in the letter from the Secrotary to
the Government of Bongal No. 544A., dated 20th November, intimat-
cd that he saw * 1o valid objection to the method suggested by the
Chamber of Commerce and approved by Mr. Young,” and dircoted
that “arrangements bo madé at once for the constitution of the
department at an carly date,” and that Mr. Schalch should be desired
““to put himsclf into communication with Mr. Galiffe and to prepare
in detail a scheme for the purpose.” The Bonrd were at tho same
time required to submit a draft luw to legalize the measures nces-
sary to the carrying out of the scheme. Mr. Schalel's roport commu-
nicating Mr. Galiffe's observations on the proposed arrangement has
now been received.

4. Mr. Galiffe shows that the duties could be very well discharged
by an establishment costing Rs. 21,000 por aunum, including a Su-
perintendent on Rs. 400 per mensem, and that more than this smount

il
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would probably be realised by the lovy of a tax of 1 auna per bout
per diem during its detention at the ghat. Tho Board quite concur
in tho reasons stated by Mr. Galiffo for preforring this fixed and
uniform rato to that originally. proposed by Mr. Young of a rate not
oxcoeding and probably less than 1 anna per 100 maunds ou each boat
por diem.  And should it bo decmed expedient to carry it out, the
Bowrd seo no reason why the plan sketched by Mr. Galiffe should
not realise the object in view.

5. The Board hnve however strong doubts whother it is advisuble
to tale any furthor steps towards inaugwating this department,
without at all events consulting again with the Chanber of Commerco,
aud asking for furthor instructions from Government. The Board
hesitate to proceed in this matter beeause in the first place thoy find
in the published report of the Chambor of Commeres a letter to
Government datod the 26th November, from which it apponrs that
the Chamber no longer view favorably the seheme oviginally proposed
by them, and sccondly, beeause Mr. Galiffe has snggested anothor
planwhich the Board consider proferablo to the ono they have been
directed to carry out, '

6. This 1iew proposal is contained in'paras. 16 and 17 of Mr.
Sehalch’s lettor, and lates simply tho employment of the ave
able agency of the cxisting toll houses in compiling the information
which s required, during the timo which the beats aro neccssarily
detained at the toll houses. T6 cnable them todo s, somo slight
extra establishment will bo xequisite, and the cost of this it is proposod
to defray by the salo of the compilation to those who think it suflicient-
ly useful to purchase it. The Board give this the proferonce to tho
othor schemes, becanso while it scems sufficiont for the objects in
view, it is simple and inexpensive and itates o interferenco with
tho traflic boyond what is already requisite for the due collection of
the rogular tolls, and becauso what little outlay is involved would fall
wpon those who would benefit by the result. of the measures taken,
and not upon the earriors of goods.

7. Tamaccordingly desived to send o you Mr. Sehalel's report,
and to invite the comments of the Chamber on Mr. Galifi’s last
proposal which is ombodicd therein (paras, 16 and 17.) T am at $he sume
time to ask what the Chamber would wish to be done with reference to
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their original scheme which the Board have already received instruc-
tions to carry out.
I bave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
A. EDEN,
Junior Secrctary.
P. S.—The return of the enclosureis requested when no longer

required.

From V. H. Sousrck, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Nuddea
Division, fo the Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower
Provinces,—(No. 107 Ct., dated the 28th February 1862.)

Str,—I regret the delay that has occurred in replying to your letter,

No. 1787 of the 13th December last. Tt hias been unavoidable owing
to the difficulty of procuring
the probable amount of traflic in the Hooghly, and without obtaining
an approximate estimate on this subject no satisfactory roport could
De submitted. )

2. 1 propose shewing firt, the establishment which will be required
for obtaining statistical information in rogard to the daily imports into

ny reliable data on which to caleulate

Caleutta through the Hooghly and the Cireular Canal ; sccondly,
the souree from whence the expenses of that establishment should be

od ; and thirdly, the rules which should be enacted to securc
accurate and prompt returns of the traffic frequenting these channels,
and for the guidance of the proposcd Tnland Traflic Department.

‘3. The portion of the river at which cargo and other boats loaded
with country produce land their freights extends from Jackson’s Ghat
on the south to Chitpore at the entrance of the Civeular Canal.

4 Within® these limits there exist thirty-three ghats, of which
soventeon are used as buming ghats and for landing straw, hay,
timber, bricks, passengers, bazar supplics, and similar articles of
which it is not intended that any statistical return should be taken,
the remaining sixteen being used for discharging produce.

SUPENTRER S —
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5. To supervise the import of country produce within these limits,
four Inland Traffic Oftices should be established, while, for the super-
vision of the river frontage south ‘of Jackson’s Ghat, another oftice
would be requisite ; ““a smaller nuinber, Mr. Galiffe considers, would
tend to much inconv enience to the trade.”

6. Each office should be under an European Inspector, assisted by
two mohurirs and eight peous, the wholo being. supervised- by a
superintendent, ‘whose head-quarters should be established at Neem-
tollah. The Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce has
suggested that the orgahization aud control of this ' department
should be committed to Mr. Galiﬂ'e; and the Lieutenant Governor
has approved of the proposal, believing * that if Mr. Galiffe’s hands
are strengthened he would be able to superintend the business.”

7. Mr. Galiffe, very honorably, putting aside all considerations
of personal advantage which would probably result from such wn

has d his that he could not efficiently
superintend the new deparbment without prejudice to his presont
duties. He observe: I feel highly satisfied that my exertions
connected with the Calcutta canals have been appreciated by the
Chamber of Commerce, and am most grateful for the gracious manner
in which His Honor the Lieutenant Governor has also been pleased
to notice them, but I would not be acting conscientiously towards the
Government T have the honor to serve in undertaking the supervision
of anew and important department, though it wore with an addition
to my prosent einoluments, under a strong feeling that I would not
do justice to it without projudice to the one over which I am now
placed. The canals roquire the most watchful suporvision both by
day and night, and it is by the most unremitting' care and constant
correction that I have been able to bring them to their present
improved state, and I should deeply regret any contingency caleulated
to bring discredit on the department which must be the unavoidable
result were my timo and attention withdrawn to any other sphere of
action.”  He therefore suggests  that the Inland Traflic Department
may be placed under the Collector of Customs, who has already a
preventive establishment undor him, and might easily select fit officers
therefrom.” He would, however, undertake the proparation of the
necessary reburns‘of ‘the traffic through the canal if allowed a st
able establishment. -
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8. While cntortaining the bighest ‘opinion of Mr. Galiffes zoal,
activity, and thorough knowledge of all the duties connected with
his present appointment, T cannot but coneur with him in the opinion
that those duties require his fullest carc’ and attention, and that his
4ime could not be devoted to any other business without great, injury
to the very important department now under his control. I thore-
fore would strongly support his proposition of entrusting the orguni-
sation and the subsequent supervision of the proposed Inland Transit
Department to tlio Collector of Customs.

9. 1st.—The cost of the establishment it is propo%ed to entertain
would be,—

For HE RIVERS,

Monthly. Annually.

One Superintendent, at Rs. 400 per mensem 400
Boat allowance for ditto R (1} " 70
1 Clerk for ditto 3 50 3 50
1 Ditto ditto 20 » 20
4 Peons for . ditto 3 5 each ,, 20
—  560=06,720
5 Superintendents, at Rs. 100.cach ,, 500
Boat allowance for ditto » 25 5 125
10 Mohurirs ditto » 16, . 160
40 Peons ditto s B oy o, 200

—— 085=11,820

1,645=18,540
L
Tor T CANALS.

6 Mohurirs-at 16 Rs. each por mensom 96
8Peons 4, b 5 noom 40

—— 136= 1,632

Conlingencies for Stationery, &, at Rs. 10 for each Office 7 840

1,012
9nd.—The source whence the expense of establishment can be
defrayed.

Total 1,75
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0. From enquiries made by Mr. Galiffe, and from returns- obtain-
ed by himfrom the superintendent of the Nuddea rivers and from
the exeeutive oflicer in charge of the Damoodah embankments, he
arrives at the conelusion that the total number of boats that entered
the Hooghly dwring the past year amounted to fully 69,440, Ho
thus states tho data on which he has based his calculations :—

““From the data furnished me I gather that an average of 68,178
boats passed through the Nuddea rivers, during the official year of
1860-61 ;. that is, 30,403 passed downwards, or iuto the Hooghly, and
37,775 passed upwards.

“T have spared no exertions in trying to obtain statistics of the
traflic coming into Caleutta from the south through the Damoodal,”
* Roopnarain,” and * Hulda” xivers, but ‘regret my want of success.
Neither the Board of Revenue dor tho Public Works Department
have any retwrns of the fraffic on - these - rivers,” Mr. Smith, the
exeoutive officer in charge of the Damoodal embankments, however,
kindly furnished me with returns of traflic on that river in 1854
and 1857, since which no returns are availablo,

“By the former I find that 2,252 hoats passed through that river,
and in the latter year only 1,594, As the  Damoodal” is the princi-
pal route to the coal mines, the traflic on it is, T believe, largor than
that of any of the other rivers south of it, and I am thercfore
inclined to tako the wumber 5,000 s« fair average of thoso entoting
Caleutta yearly from the south.

“ Of the 80,403 boats that passed downwards through-the Nuddea
rivers, those under bwenty-five maunds, and passenger boats, have nob
been deducted, and these I compute at 5,000 or the number ealeulated
as coming in from the south, and will therefore proceed to show the
traflic from the north.

“The number of boats that ontored the Hooghly during the past
official year through the Nuddea rivers and Calcutta canals is as

" follows :—

“ Caleutta canals
«Nuddea rivers .. ..

39,037
30,403

Total... 69,4407

K
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11. This caleulation is of course, in the absence of reliable data,
s might frecly be taken

very rough and approximate, but 60,000 boa
2s the very lowest number which would he subjected o the operation
of the Tuland Traffic Department, including under that department
the traflic on all the Caleutta canals.

12, Mr. Young is in favor of imposing a tax on cach boat of one
amna for 100 maunds for cvery day during which it remained on @
ghat ; but Mr. Galiffe is strongly opposed to such a modo of levying
the tax, and would prefer the imposition of a tax of onc amna for
cach boat for cach day, irrespective of maundage. * He observes :—
«1 qnticipate great difficultics in having a tax dependant on the ‘size
of cach’hoat because it will necessitate their measurement.

“Tn the fivst place it will be necessary to determino whether boats
are to be taxed according to their burden or according to the space
erially

in the canals differs ma

apied. The mode of
from that in force in the Nuddea rivers : in the former where space
s the object of taxation, boats are measured according to the water
space they occupy, whilst in the Nuddea rivers the capacity of
carringe is the object to be determined. ~ If therefore it is ruled that
boats nloading at the Calcutta ghats shall bo subject to measure-
Inent it must occasion much delay and inconvenience to the trade, and
most probably the Caleutta merchants will be first to complain.
Bosides this, it will open a large field for great annoyance and oppres-

* gion to all concerned, on the part of the subordinates attached to the
Tnland Traflic Department ; wy experience in the canals fully justifies
tho expression of his opinion, and I feel T cannot too strongly depre-
cate the adoption of such a system.

« 1o obviate all the inconvenicnees and vexations inseparable from

" the plan of re-measuring boats, and to facilitate the discharge of
cargo, T beg to suggost that a tax of onc wma daily be levied indis-
criminately on «ll boats landing produce, large or small, excepting
only those carrying markot produce, bricks, soorke, straw, Lime, &,
as proposed by the Chamber of Commerce.

“Phis proposition may at first view appear incongrnous, but when
it is remembered that while small hoats can discharge their cargo in
one, two, or three days, the large one will occupy a longer period and
consequently pay a Jarger tax, which would thus be equalized.
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“Timber and other rafts, as well as single logs, however, should
not be permitted at the four ghats set apart for the inland trade,
unless it s desired that those should also be shewn in tho_reburns, in
which case only they should likewise be subject to the tax.”

13, Great weight is duc to the experienco that Mr. Calille has
acquired during the long period ho has been in charge of the Caleutta
canals, and I do not hesitate to endorse the opinion he has expressed
of the evils likely to result from tho necessity of measurement which
M. Young’s plan would occasion, and I would strongly advocate the
substitution of the uniform daily tax proposed by Mr. Galiffe, the
more 50 that, he shews that the amount it wowld realize would
more than cover tho oxpense of cstablishment above proposed.
“ Taking, » he obscrves, “ 69,440 as tho nunber of hoats entering the
river and canals, the annual income ab an anma per bont will bo
4,340 Rupecs, and reckoning seven days as the loweest average period
of the detention at the Caleutta ghats, the yearly revenue will amount
to Rupeos 30,380, and probably highor.” This reburn would cover
the cost of establishment, leaving a margin of 50 per cont. of the
latter to moet any crrors in the estimatod number of hoats.

14, 3rd.—Rules for tho attainment of acomrate Teturns of inland
traflic and for tho guidance of the Inland Traffic Deparbment.

These rules should be prepared so as to secure the following results i

1st.—That the entiro river frontage should be kept cleared of, all
rafts, timhor, and other obstructions which now extend at several
ghats far into the water, and rendors the approach of laden boats
dangorous and ofton impracticable.

2nd.—That all boats carrying produce should be bound to discharge
the cargo ab certain preseribod ghats, and be probibited from oceupy-
ing those used by passenger hoats or by boats
the daily consumption of the town, such as bricks, hay, dc.

3rd.—That the manjee of cach boat should be bound to
deliver immediately on his arrival at a ghat, a chalan of his
cargo nless his boat should have passed the Caleutta canals,
in which -ease he will produce the red half toll ticket supplied
to him by the Collector of the Calentta canals, by whom his cargo
will have already boon taken into account. The prodnetion of ihe
toll ticket will not, however, exempt him from the payment of toll
ab the river ghat, on account of the frontage he may oceupy,

rying supplies for
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Ath—Immediately on his arrival at the ghat, and on delivery of
his chalan, the manjoe should be furnished with a reccipt shewing
the date of arrival, a similar entry being made in the counter-cheque
Dy the mohurir of the Inland Traflic Department, within whose  circle
tho glat is situated. On the day of doparture the manjee should
pay up the amount of tax due for the number of days ho has remain-
od ab the ghat, entrics of the amount being made in the receipt and
counter-cheque, and the form signed by the ghat superintendent,

6th.—Each ghat inspector should collect during cach day from
cach station under him the retwrns of produce whigh has arrived,
tabulating the whole in ‘one statoment i the form proposed by’ the
Socretary of the Chamber of Commerce, and forwarding it togothex
with tho amount of the day’s collection to the superintendent. The
latter should then incorporate the five returns received from the
inspectors into onetmnd causo it to be printed for cifeulation in tho
following forcnoon. :

15. In thelaw which must be cnacted to render legal the levy of
the proposed toll at the viver ghats, penalties should be prescribed
for contravention of the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd rules above proposed.

16. Having thus, in accordance with the orders of the Board of
Revenue, prepared, after consulting with Mr. Galiffe, the above
* scheme, 1 beg to submit, at the request of Mr. Galiffe, for the con-
sideration of the Board, a proposition for obtaining the required in-
formation in what he deems a more cffectivo manner, and one less
Tarassing to the native trader. He observes :—¢ Before concluding,
Towever, I beg most respectfully to state that it occurs to me that
the proposed Inland Traffic Department might e dispensed with
altogether, and much harassment to the native trader and boatmen
saved, while the merehants may still obtain all the information they
desive by making it compulsory by Iaw on all boats, navigating rivers

or canals where tolls are levied, to produce correct chalans according
1o the second form proposed by the Chamber of Commeree, or to give
4o the officer in charge of such toll station a correct verbal description
and quantity of the cargo on board which could be taken down by ono
. or two clerks appointed for this special duty. From these data
returns cither weekly or monthly could be prepared and given to
such merchants as may consent to subscribe for the same in the man-
ner as returns of imports and exports are ab present provided by

=22
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ihe Custom House authorities, and for which cach subscriber pays
100 rupees per annum.

““With the assistance of one intelligent clerk I would undertake
to arrange these returtis without prejudice to my present oceupa-
tion.

“The agent of all steam companies and those of the several rail-
ways should also be compelled by law to furnish weekly or monthly
returns of their traflic, which they might forward direct to the Chamber.

“TIn order, however, to form some reasonable cstimate of the im-
portance and value the merchants of Caleutta ave likely to place on
the information called for by the Chamber of Commerce, their Secre-
tary may be requested to furnish a list of the mercantile houses who
may be disposed. to pay for these returns at the rate they already
contribute towards similar information, viz., 100 rupeos per anmum
for each copy,"and it will be readily computable to what oxtent the
Government may provide means for the collection and publication
of tho desired statistics.

“ By the plau T have ventured to propose, boats with produce pass-
ing toll stations, and those compose what might be termed the trade,
would not be subjected to a second detention, for, while the toll
ticket is under preparation, the reburns of the cargo would be taken,
and the delay, annoyance, and expense attending a repetition of such
detention entirely obviated.”

17. The objection to this scheme seem to me to be that, while it
would ensure the acquisition of the required information from all
Doats passing through the Nuddea rivers and the Caleutta canals
where tolls exist and caunot be evaded, no provision is made for the
traffic on the Hooghly. It would be necessary to establish tolls, and
in that case measures must be taken to prevent evasion of payment
of the toll which would probably be found less capable- of supervision
and thereforo more open to the objection of subjecting the boatmen
and the trade to harassment.

18. 1In conclusion, I extract for the information of the Board some
observations by Mr. Galiffe on the comparative amount of traflic on
the Hooghly and on the Caleutta canals.—I desire to bring to
notice prominently the fact that the traflic in the Hooghly falls far
short of that in the Caleutta canals, and that the impression that
appears to obtain on this subject is therefore crroncous.
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«The total number of boats of all descriptions that entored the
Caleutta canals during the past oflicial year was 220,000, out of
these 44,037 passed into the Hooghly, leaving the actual traflic in the
canals 175,963 boats, while the traflic of the Hooghly, as given in
paragraph 6 of this letter, is about 70,000 boats only.

“Thug it will be scen that the canals absorb the trade of Cal-
cutta. Boatmen in general, especially at cortain seasons of the year,
object-to go into the Hooghly, on account of the strength of tho
tides and tho bores, while undor the preseit management of the
canals every facility is afforded both in regard to navigation and the
moorago of boats to load and unloud, onsusing Doth sufety and ox-
pedition.

«T have no dowbt that when the Mutlalr aud other milways open,
the traffic by water from the east will
still-diminish, Under these circumstances
I conceive that the suggestions made in

* Tide puragraph 16 of this
Ietter marked» to.

paragraph? 24 of my report above quoted are greatly strongthened,
and will, I trust, meet consideration.

Trom L. W. T. Woop, Esa., Seorctary to the Bengel Chamber of Com-
meree, to the Hox'sus A, Toex, Junior Secretary to the Board of Re-
wenite,—(dated the S0th April 1862.)

Sim,—T am direoted to acknowledgo the receipt of your lotter No.
331, dated the 10th ultimo, forwarding copy of Mr. Sehalel’s report
on the proposed schome for registering inland trafiic ; and in roply

T am desired to suy—

Ist—That a5 Mr. Sehalel’s recommendations are basod on tho om.
plogment of native agency to which the Committee have already re.
corded their objection, it would be needloss o discuss them here.

2nd.—The sune remark applics to My, Galific’s scheme, which is
advocated by the Board, with this additional objection that it con-
templates the collection of the rebums by a ¢ correct verbal deserip-
tion, and quantity of cargo on board conld be taken down by onc or

o dlorks appointed for this spocial duty it the diffarent salt. sta-

tions.”

3. T forward for more ready roference copy of my lelter to the
Govornment of Bengal, dated 26th November, (to which I may add
2o roply has yeb been given) in which were submitted ‘some remarks
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on the traflic scheme “ the result of further enquiry and information
derived from various sources.”

4. These remarks, it will be scon, involve the disapproval of Mr.
Young's proposal for raising the funds necessary to defray the ex-

ponse qf the traflic oftice, and the approval of Bir. Stainforth’s pro-’

posal for  the aholition not ouly of the tolls on the Matabhangal,
Jellinghee, and Bhangiruttee vivers, but also of all tolls of a similar
nature, such as the Committee understand are lovied on boats- passing
througl the rivers in the southern salt agencios and clsewhore. The
adoption of this proposal would render the internal navigation abso-
Tutely frec, and the importance of such a result may. best be estimated
from the fact that—according to the information furnished to the
Committee—for every rupee collected by ‘Government from these
tolls ab least another rupoe is extorted by the mative subordinates
of the several establishments.”
5. It is undoubtedly true that in the original scheme submitted
by the Chamber it was proposed to raise the tax by a small charge
on hoats for the use of the ghats, and that the stamp on chalans
was suggested as a source of imperial revenue ; but the former mode
of raising the money was abandoned, because “on further enquiry
they (the Committec) are satisfied such a modo of collooting the tax
would be inquisitorial in its nature, irritating to the boatmen, and
unsatisfactory in practice ; and because, above all, it would result in
that system of cxtortion inseparable from the cmployment of sub-
ordinate native agency in the collection of pettytaxes of this kind.”

6. The Committee fail to perceive how a mere suggestion which
would render less oppressive to the native boatmen the mode of levy-
ing the tax and result in procuring the most exact reburns can be
construed by the Board into a belief that ¢ the Chamber no longer
view favorably the scheme originally proposed by them.”

7. The Chamber has not changed its views, and certainly there is

nothing in their published report, referred to by you, 6 warrant.

such a supposition : on the contrary the Chamber is more impressed
than ever with the desirableness, if not necessity, for procuring correct
statistical roturns of the internal trade of Bengal, for, as stated in
my lettor to Government of 21st August last, it is remarkable that
at the seat of the Supreme Government, and in a city whose port
is’ the sole outlet of the Gangetic valley for the surplus produce of «
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population not much less than forty millions, no machinery should
exist for collecting and publishing informa ion which would be of

the highest interest to the merchant and no less acceptable to the

Government.”

$. The Committee repeat the expression of their opinion that
tho proposed tas on boats would be mors equitably raised by o stomp
onchalans than by levying a tax on the boats at the ghat of so
much per 100 maunds ; for the further enquiry is extended the more
evident it becomes that to entrust to native subordinates acting nnder
official authority in remote districts the collection of a tax from their
Sellow cowntrymen would simply result in quasi-legalized extortion.
£, as the Committee understand Mr. Galiffe himself admits, the
practics of extorting or accepting bribes or gratuities from the bont-
men exists, nobwithstanding the most rigid supervision, among his
own subordinates in the circular canals, the Committee would sug-
gest the enquiry, to what dimensions would the practioo be indulged
in by the same class of men on the banks of remote rivers in the in-
terior 7 The members of the Board have had long experience of the
country and must be well aware how widely spread and deeply rooted
in the custom of tho country and character of the people is the habit
among the dlass of men in subordinato Government employment of
exacting money by irregilar means. In factit is one of the curses
of the country and has been acknowledged as such by officials, from

Iagistrates up to the Li t-Governor. The G t badge
on the breast of the humblest subordinate invests him with' an autho-
Tiby which he hesitates not to cxereise for his own private gain and
+which no boatman would dare to call in question or resist. Yet in
the face of this notorious fact it is desired by the Board to subject
the whole inland trade of Bengal to their supervision.

9. If no other means than this can be devised for compassing the
object in view, the Committee concur with the Board in entertaining
& strong doubts whether it is advisable to take any further steps
towards inaugurating this department.”

10, But other and better means, the Committee venture to think,
can'be devised ; and I am desired again to rovert to Mr. Stainforth’s
proposal. Although the Board feel themselves precluded from con-
sidering it because it has been pronounced by His Honor the Lieute-
nant-Governor to be ¢ not of a practical character or admissible in
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any view,” the Committee of tho Chamber do not fecl themselves
bound by the same considerations hor bindered from continuing to
urge these of a distinctly opposite nature, )
11 A chalan, the Board is probably aware, combines the tio-
fold character of a manifest and bill of lading, inasmuch as i des-
eribes the quantity aud deseription of merchandise as well as the name
~of tho shipper and consignee, although in a very fmperfect form, and
Tooking at the average sizs and capacity of the bonts it may be safely
assumed that each chalan represents in value considerably more
than the value f goods ropresented by the average of bills of lading
used in the external trade. N
12, The Committee can pereeive no valid reason for cxempting
the internal trade from the operation of a tax of this kind for purely
municipal purposes, while the external trade is taxed in acoumulative
form as the mmended Stamp Act just published fully diseloses, Tt
can soareely be axgued that a tax of one rupee on every boat will be
oppressive, for no class of the community has derived advantage
from the general prosperity of the country in sueh full measure as
the boatmen who may be said to be exempt from all taxation, with
the exception of the duty on sals and the 5 per cent. on the few yards
of cotton cloth they wear round their loins. ’
13, But as Mr. Stainforth’s proposal involves the abolition of all
tolls on Matabbangaly,

nghee, and other rivers, the tax would
De a positive gain to the boatmen, for it would not only render the
intornal traflic absolutely free, but it would once for all relieve them
from the oppressive exactions to which thoy are now subject when
passing through those channels.

14. According to Mr. Stainforth (and the statement is confirmed
by Mr. Galiffe’s annual canal report) ahout 200,000 boats, exclusive
of fishing boats, come into the civeular canals a yoar, and not less
than 100,000 more may be assumed to reach Calentta vid the Hoogh-
Iy, which at one rupee on each chalan would yield an income of
Rupees 300,000, and as the net collections at the tolls on the Nuddea
in 1860-61 amounted to Rupees 1,80,682, and assuming that
the whole of this sum was dovoted to the expense of keeping the
channels open, there would be a surplus of Rupees 1,19,318 for
defraying the cost of the proposed Traffic Department,

i
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15. But the Committee have been informed that the Lieutenant-
Governor's objections to the zholition of the tolls on the Nuddea
rivers arose from the circumstance that a portion of the money so
levied has hitherto been annually applied to the construction of roads
and bridges in the districts through which these rivers run. XNow,
if this be the case, I am directed to remark that the preamble of the
Act authorising the levy of these tolls sets forth that the money so
realised is to be applied not to the construction of roads and bridges,
but to keeping open the channels and otherwise improving the mavi-
gation of these rivers.

16. The Committee cannot admit the justice of specially taxing
the commerce of Bengal and the North-western provinces for the
purpose of making roads and bridges in the Nuddea district, which,
it is submitted, should bear its own expenses for internal inprove-
ment,

17. Setting aside, however, this view of the question, and con-
sidering the undoubted and incalculable advantages to the trade of
the country to be derived from setting the internal navigation abso-
lutely free, it occurs to the Committee that it would be worth the
consideration of the Government whether the expense of keeping
these channels open should not be defrayed from the revenues of
Bengal and the North-western provinces.

18. But in any case the tax of one rupee on every chalan, it has
Teen shewn, would afford a sufficiently large surplus to defray the
expense of the proposed Traffic Department, and the mercantile com-
munity would supplement the amount still further by subscribing
for the daily, weekly, monthly, and annual returns which would be
published.

19. In conclusion, the Committee desire me to motice and place
on record their opinion of the singularly restricted view of the ques-
tion adopted by the Board as illustrated by the closing sentence of
paragraph G of the letter now under reply, where it is stated that the
outlay involved in conducting the department “would fall upon
those who would benefit by the result of the measures taken and not
upon the carriers of their goods.” It is not for the Committee of the
Chamber to direct the attention of the Board as to the value of cor-
Tect statistics of the trade and commerce of a country to the states-
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man, banker, merchant, and through them to the entire body politic,
but they cannot help expressing their regret that a deparbment speci-
ally established for the consideration and control of all questions
velating to revenue showld have so misunderstood its rocognisd
functions as the sentence adverted to illustrates. ’

No. 904,
Frox
W. J. HERSCHEL, Esa.,
Offy. Tunior Secy. to the Board of Revenue, L. P,
To
‘Tue SECRETARY 1o tne BENGAL CHAMBER
or COMMERCE.
Dated Fort William, the 10th July 1862
Custorus.

S1r,~With refevence to your letter dated 30th April last, and to
. Grote, . previous correspondence on the subject
and }Esm-m of organizing a Statistical Depart-

T D. H. Fergusson, > .
. ment in connection with the inland

- traffic between the interior and the port of Caleutta, I am directed

to forward herewith a copy of a letter No. 876, dated the 25th ultimo,
from the Officiating Junior Secrotary to the Goverument of Bengal,
containing cortain suggostions by His Honor the Licutenant-Governor,
in regard to which the Board request to be favored with the views of
the Chamber. A copy of the Board’s address to Government, to which
the above communication is a reply, is also annexed.

I have the honor to be,
' Sir,
Your most obedicnt sorvant,
W. J. HERSCHEL,

Offy. Junior Seerclary: -
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No. 693.

Froar
Tup HON’BLE A, EDEN,

Junior Secrelery to the Board of Revonite,

To
Tue SECRETARY ro0 111
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL.
Tort William, the 17th May ]8(5‘:’...
Customs,

Stn,—My lobtor No. 879; dated 18¢h March, informed Govornment
A. Grote, of the cawses which had induced tho
} SIS Board to defer giving effect to the

ordors of the Licntenaut-Governor con-

tained in your lotter No. 5444, dated 25th Novomber, rogarding the
organization of a Statistical Department in conection with the traflic
hetween the interior and the port of Cileutta. I at the same time

and
I1. D. H. Fergusson,

enclosed a copy of a further fcation whicli hiad do by

the Board to the Chamber of Commerce on this subjoct.

2. Tho Chamber’s xoply has now been received, and in forwarding
it, togothor with the Nuddea Commissionor’s roport, T am desired
$0 sny thab the Board ar very strongly opposed to any scheme, the
practical effect of which would o to fmpose further taxation or ros-
trictions on the inland trafiic.

3, The plan of ghat collestion which was originally proposed Ty
$he Chambor, and which was supported by Mr. Young and by Govern-
mont, is iow aditted by the Chamber to fnvolve a_system “inquisi-
borial in its nature, frvitating to thc boatmen, and wnsatisfactory in
practice.” Tn this view the Bomd entirely coneur, and tho objcetions

is

10 sueh a plan scom to them so obvious, and so inswrmountable, that
they think it need not be further diseussed.

4, The Chamber now propose to substitute, for the toll colloctions
on fhie" ¢ Matabangah, Tellingheo, and other rivers,” a systom under
which overy boat trading hetween the inferior and this por shall be

181
. Nudden rivers, Rs.
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compelled to deliver, ab an appointed place, a chalan boaring a
stamp of onc rupoe, which, it is intended, shall contain all the
information requisite for the compilation of the d
according to tho caleulations of the Chamber, the financial yesul

esired returns,  And

of this change would be an inerease of revenue of no less than
Rupoes 1,19,318 per anuum, which they suggest should bo devoted to
the purpose of © dofraying the cost of the proposed Trafiic Depart-
ment.”

5. o the Board, however, this measure scoms vory little *loss
objectionable than the other.  In the first place it scems to them thab
the Chamber have formed an incorrect notion of the financial working
of thoir scheme.  Thoy estimate the mumber of boats passing through
the canal route at 200,000 per aunum, and those passing through

. the Nuddea vivers at 100,000, The proposed one rupee stamps on tho

chalans of these bouts would give an ammual roveue of three lukdhs
of rupees ; setting this against the actual tolls collected on the Nudden
vivers in 1859-60, iz, Rupees 1,80,682, they show a surplus by tho
adoption of theit proposal of Rupees 1,19,312 per anmum. Bub
the Board cannot for ono moment supposo that the Chamber desire to
advocato the retention of the tolls oir the canals in addition to the
chalan stamps, whon the tolls on the other routes are abolished,
and therofore, in comparing the merits of the existing and proposed
arrangoments, the tolls of the canals must also be takon as an asse
of the oxisting systen. Uuder this view the achual receipts for
tho two past yoars shew that the Chamber’s proposition, so far from
providing a surplus available for other purposes, would have involvod,
in 1859-60, the surrender of exist-
ing revenme of Rupecs 1,80,497,
and in 186061 of Rupeos
2,79,828-12-10 ; on, in other words,
Dad the ono Rupee Stamps heen
talon instead of the prosent tolls,
thoro would have boen a deficioncy
of Rupoes 4,560,325 in the frnds
dovoted in tho last two years by
Government for the improvemont of communications in Lowor Bengal.

6. Whis is in itsolf 4 conclusive argument against bhe change advo-
cated by the Chawber 5 bub i also scoms to the Board that, indepen-

chc,ph, 1839-4 ro
Nuddea rivers, R
Caleutta:canals ,,

Total Rs. .

Caleutta eanals ,,

“Total Rs:
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dently of its financial bearing, the measure in question would fail
in eflécting the purpose for which it has been devised. The Cham-
ber liken the chalan to n ship's manifest and bills of lading :
but, ically, the 'si
manifest is a table of the contents of a ship abstracted from the
master’s copies of bills of lading. The bills of lading are of necessity
correctly drawn, as they are the receipt given by the master to cach
shipper, upon production of which the consignee becomes: entitled
10 the ‘goods thercin described, and each shipper has therefore, of
course, a direct interest in’ sceing that his bill of lading is correc.
Tor purposes connceted with the Customs revenue, the master is com
pelled, under liability to very severe penaltics, to file at the Custom
House a correct manifest, and the corrcotness of this document is
ascertained by the preventive ofticers who are stationed on hoard, and
who tally off every parcel of goods as it leaves the ship’s side. The
chalans of country boats, on the other hand, may or may not be cor-
vect : they will be necessarily prepared by the agents of the very men
who have an object, the Chamber think, in concealing the cxtent of
their commercial transactions : there will be no possible means of
testing their accuracy short of wnloading the boat, and weighing ont
the cargo in the presence of a preventive officer, a course which the
Chamber’s plan can scarcely contemplate.

7. There are morcover other grave objections to the introduction
of stamped chalans. It will create confusion in the accounts by
confounding the canal revenues which are devoted to special pur-
poses, with the imperial stamp revenue. Tt will impose a tax on
native eraft mnequal in its incidence. - The dinghy of twenty maunds
and the pulwar of 1,500 mannds will be alike liable to the one rupee
stamp fec. The boat from Patna and from Hooghly will pay precisely

is dy remote. The ship's

the same. Again, it must bo borne in mind that a great majority
of these boats come from places, small villages, and soantily inha-
bited places, where it would be difficult to make a supply of stamped
chalans availablo; a rule to make the use of stamped chalans
compulsory would thus actas a total prohibition on a large branch
of the traflic.

8. The Board obscrve that great stress is laid by the Chamber on
the inference that, wnder their scheme, subordinate nativo agency
could be dispensed with. 17 this could be done it would cortainly o
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one argument in favor of its adoption ; but native agency will, in the
opinion of the Board, be quite as requisite undor this as under exist-
ing arrangements ; the sume agency would have to be cmployed
in seeing that no boats passed without delivering .their chalans,
as is mow cmployed in sceing that they do not pass without
paying their tolls. Tllc Chamber do not seem to be aware that

) is employed at all the toll houscs on the

Nuddea rivers and Caleutta canals. The Board do not doubt that ill-
paid subordinato agency s always more orloss corrupt ; but there has
been a very great improvement in this respect on the Caleutta canals
under the administration of the present active and energetic Superin-
tondent, and if the employers of boats would but give a more hearty
co-operation to this officer, and absolutely refuse to pass extra charges
in their churundars’ accounts, the practice of taking douceurs would be
effectually checked.

9. The Board are satisfied that the only way in which the requisite
returns can be prepared consistently with a due regard to the interests
of all parties is by an extension of the existing systom as proposed in
paragraphs 16 and 17 of the Nuddea Commissioner’s letter. At the
time of measuring tho boats, and assessing them for the payment of
toll, the toll officers will note the contents of cach boat, as approxi-
mately as they can, at the close of the day, these details will be

bstracted by extra il and be d hed to tho Board. The
Statistical Dopartment, lately organized in the Board’s oflice, will
again compile weokly reports from these materials and publish them
in the supplement of the Government Gazetlc in such form as may be
agreed upon in communication with the Chamber. There should be
one form for goods upwards, and one for goods dowmwards, all the
principal staples being cntered under a distinct denomination, In
the course of a yoar or two the returns might be drawn up in a com-
parative form, such as has now been sanctioned for the monthly re-
turns of external commerce. Tho expensoe of the compiling csta-
blishment would be very small, and might be met from the general
funds of the rivers and camals. A proposition statement for the
extra establishment to bo employed in the mofussil and in the Board’s
office will be submitted on His Honor's announcing his approval of
this project.

10.  With reference 1o the concluding paragraph of the ‘Chamber’s
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letter, the Board consider that it is due to Mr. Young to say that
they believe it was far from Lis intention to express any opinion of
the general uselessuess of statistical returns. They understand s

view of the question to have been that the chief use of returns of

traflic passing in and out of the city would be to indicate approxi-
mately the stock in hand of any particular article o a particular day,
rather than the state of the commerce of the country, which is already
Tegistered in existing returns of external commerce admitted by the
Chamber in paragraph 3 of their lotter of the 26th August to be
ttolerably correct. ” Mr. Young thought that a knowledge of the state
of the market would be more useful to the merchants, who would pay
for its compilation under the scheme he was then advoeating, than to
the carriers of the goods upox whom it was proposed to throw the cost
under the original plan suggested by the Chamber.

11. In conclusion I am to observe that the Chamber are somewhat
mistaken as to the view of the law taken in- the 15th and 16th para-
graphs of Mr. Wood’s letter. Tolls ave collected on the Nuddea
rivers under Regulation VIIT of 1824, and on the canals under
Acts XXII of 1836, and XXV, of 1860. The preamble of the first
igns, among & number of reasons for

of these regulations certaiuly
lovying tolls on these vivers, the comsiderable annual expense in-
volved in keeping the channels open, but the collections were not
restricted by the law toan amount requisite for this purpose. ‘The
Jaw relating to the canal tolls, however, does notin any way allude
to the manner in which such tolls areto be expended. And it certain-
Iy seems to the Board that the residue which remains, after the neces.
sary expenditure on account of canal conservancy has been appro-
priated, conld not be more legitimately employed than itmovw is in the
i of internal ications, which act as feeders to the

T
canals and rivers.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt servant,

(S1) A EDEN,

Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenve.

Ixxxix
No. 876.
Frox ‘
J. D. GORDON, Ese.,

Offg. Junior Secretary o the Government of Bengal,

To-
Trnc SECRETARY o THE
BOARD or REVENUE.
Fort William, the 25th June 1862.
Mis. Rev.,.
Customs.

Sr,—With reference to your letter No. 693, dated the 17th ultimo,
relative to the proposed scheme for registering inland trafiic, T am
directed to state that the object of the measure suggested by the
Chamber of Commerce appears to the Licutenant-Governor to be most
important, and to be attainable by simple means not open to the
objections made to any of the speeific plans proposed for carrying it
out. :

2. The Licutenant-Governor suggests that every boat intending to
convey produce from any place in the interior to Caleutta, should pro-

vide itself with a chalan in duplicate, the original being drawn up on-

stamped paper of one rupee value, setting forth the name of the owner
or cmployer of the “boat; the name of the manjee, the district from

which the boat is despatehed, the particulars of the eargo, and the:

uames of the consignees.

3. Every boat passing through the Nuddea rivers and presenting
a stamped chalan of this nature should be allowed a deduction of one
rupee from the amount of toll due, or of the full amount of toll if
it be less than one rupec; an endorsement being made to that effect
on the stamped chalan, and the same plan being carried out in the
Caleutta canals in which tolls are taken by Government.

4. Ammual roburns of theso deductions should be made to the
Board, in order that the Government of India may be applied to for
an equal grant from the stamp revenue for local purposcs,

- . b
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5. Every boat should be bound under penalty, on its atrival in
Caleutta, to deliver its chalans to the Traflic Departmont, which
would retain the stamped chalan and retwn the duplicate duly ‘at-
tested for use.

6. The stamped chalan should be cancelled and filed, and the
confents tabulated. A retwm could thenbe made of the number of
stamped chalans delivered, and the net amount of revemuo shewn
after deducting the amount for which credit had been given in the
Toll Department, It would then be seen what sum was available for
paying establishments—meanwhile a small establishment would suf-
fice.

7. The whole department should be under the Collector of Cus-
toms, who, with the assistance of one or two clerks, could roceive all
chalans and tabulate the results.  There might also be two or three
supplementary oflices, one at the Salt Chowkey Office, another at Mr.
Galiffe’s office, and, perhaps, a third elsewhere, for the recoipt and
attestation of chalans, of which the stamped ones would have to be
forwarded the sanie day to the Custom House. Two or three inspee-
tors would also be required to sce that all boats delivered up their
chalans and had attested ones in their possession,

8. The Licutenant-Governor will be glad to learn the opinion at
which the Board may arrive on the practical value of this’ suggestion
ufter consulting the Chamber of Commerce on the subject,

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servaut,
(S4)  J. D. GORDON, *
Offg. Junior Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.
Boaxy or Revexus,
Fort Willicem, the 10th July 1862,
(Truo Copics)
W. J. UERSCHEL,
Offg. Junior Seorctary,

x6i

Bexearn Crramper oF Cony

ERCE,
Caleutta, 11th October 1862,
W. J. HERSCHEL, Esq.,
Offg. Junior Secretary to the Board of Revene,

Str,—I am dirceted by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of
Tommeree to acknowledge your letter of the 10th July last, forward-
ing for the information and sugaestions of the Chamber copy of a fur-
ther communication from the Government of Bengal, dated 25th June
idom on the subject of the proposed registry of inland braflic.

2
faction of the Committee that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
oqually with his predecessor considers the object sought o be attained
Dy this registry of inland traflic as most important, and that His
THonor also considers the plan proposed by the Chamber not open to
the objeetions which hiave been raised against it.

3. Tho whole quostion, T ani now instructed to state, has again been
recently before the Committee, and after full consideration of all the
correspondence which has proviously passed on the subjeot, they aro
still of opinion that the most fua
posed measure is $he one originally suggosted by them of making it

blo plan of carrying out tho pro-

compulsory on every bont landing produce within the limits of tho
port of Calewtta to be provided with a chalan, setting forth tho parti-
culars given in my letber of the 26th August 1861 Such chalan to
ear a certain stamp, and to be given wp ab the office of Inland Traflic
previous to the cargo being allowed to be discharged.

4 Tnmy letter under date tho 30¢h April last it was proposed
that this stamp should bo of an uniform valuo of one rupee, and it
was pointed out that if in consideration of thiis tax the tolls on the
Nuddea rivers were. abolished, as had been suggestod by Mr. Stain-
forth (and wammly supported by the Committeo in my said lebter)
the imposition of this

x would bo mo loss but a gain to the pro-
prictors of boats 3 inasmuch as the navigation of tho rivers being by
the abolition of these tolls rendered aholutely freo, they would,

Desides being released from the tolls now Jawfully levied, be freed also

from the oppressive exactions to which they are subject from the
subordinate native ageficy arily cuployed it the ion of
these tolls, .

2. In replying to this communication T am to express the satis- -
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5. Inpara, 14 of my said letter it was also assumed from the"

figures quoted by Mr, Stainforth and M. Galiff that tho substibution
of a stamp duty of one rupoo on each boat for the tolls now levied
would be productivo of a swrplus revenue moro than sufficient to
doftay tho exponsos of tho proposed Traffic Dopartment. ~This calou-
Tation was based on the supposition that the canal tolls would bo ro-
tained. The Committee however admit that, as romarked by the
Board in para. 6 of their lottor of the 17th May, the tolls could not
consistontly ho lovied on the canals in addition to tho chalan stamps

when they, wero abolished on tho rivers, and consoquently, as the .

abolition of the canal tolls also would, as shewn by the Board, leave
a, iderable deficit after estimating the total reeeipts from chalan
stamps, this position is financially wntenable. .

6. His Honor the Licutenant-Governor, in para.' 3 of Mr. Under-
Scerctary Gordon’s lotter of the 25th June, suggests that every boat
passing the toll ‘stations on tho Nuddea vivers or entering the canals
should Do allowed a deduction of the value of the chalan stamp from
the tolls which are payable. This would veduee to a minimum all
pretext for 4 with boatmen ymder
proetence of ascertaining wl\othcx the proposed rogulations had been
carried out, but if the whole of the stamp duty is allowed in reduction
of the tolls no provision will remain for the expenses of the nccessary
establishinent of the department in Caleutta. This secems a fatal objec-
tion to this schemo which moreover takes no account of hoats loading
cargo for tho capital at points nearer than the Nuddea toll stations,
and those coming to Caleutia np ho Hooghly from the soutlvard.

7. Insup ion of the i ined in my former lotter
which, as stated in para. 5, appears to be financially impracticablo, tho
Committeo would now recommend that overy boat discharging pro-
duce within the limits of the port of Culeutta shall be required to
file at an officc of Inland Traffic to Do established at a convenient
place within the town, a chalan bearing an wniform stamp of four
annas, and that such chalan shall contain the particulars sot forth in
my letber of the 26th August 1861.

8. 'The number of boats arriving by the Hooghly and in the canals
has been estimated by Mr. Galiffe at 300,000 per annum. A tax

of 4 annas on cach hoat would therefore amount to Rs, 75,000 per -

annum, The cost of an cstablishment Mr, Schalch, in lis letter of

xeiii
“the '28th’ February last, para. 9, cstimated at Rs. 21,012 per annum,
But this estimate makes no provision for office establishment, nor-is
thero in the opinion of the Committeo suflicient allowance for
Turopean supervision. Mr. Schaloh contomplated tho departmont;
forming part of the establishment of the Collector of Customs. The
Committeo think the deparbment should bo distinet from the Customs,

_ but in any case an addition to tho present Customs ostablishment

would be necossary if so much additional work is throwi on the
deprtment. - Considering all this' the Committee are disposed to
think that an officient in-door and out-door establishmont may cost
not less than Rs. 40,000 por anmwn.  But allowing that it docs so
thero would still remain from the p)occcd‘; of a tax so light as
tically to be inapprecinble, aftor p g for the requisite es-
tablistmont for tho sollection. of statistics most valnablo to tho
trade of the port, a considerable surplus  which might Ilegiti-
mately as well-as most advantageously b applied to the improvement
of the river banl, and to nereasing tho facilitics for the landing of
cargo in which Caleutta is ab presont admittedly so griovously
doficient. i
9. The Committeo in conclusion. desire mo to state that they do
not consider it ab prosent necessary to outer into further details of
this schome, But should the measure appoar to His Honor the
Licntenant-Governor to be practical they would suggest that a Com-
anittee should be nominated by whom these details could he arrangod.

T have the honor to be, o
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
" H. W. I WOOD,

Seerelary.




APPENDIX J.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT.—DESERTION OF
SEAMEN.

Bexcan CuaMBER oF COMMERCE,
Coloutta, 18th July 1862.
W. BONAR, Esa.,
Seey. 1o the General Ship Owners’ Society, London.

Sir,—The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have
yecently had under consideration a correspondence hct\\'c.cu 'Mcssrs:
Gladstone, Wyllie and Co., merchants and agents of this city, and
the Governmont of Bengal and the Shipping Master of the port of
Caleutta, Dearing on the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act 50
far as they relate o seamen being discharged or loft abroad, and to
tho payment of wages duc to them, aswell as to the liability of
masters of British ships in these respeets. .

As the points involved are of great importance to- the interests
represented by the General Ship Owners’ Sodioty, & copy of the corves-
pondence is forwarded Terewith for their information, together with
2 copy of a correspondence that took place four years ago on the same

subject. . .

The provisions of the Act referred to are uoum}xlct} in Scctions ?07
and 209 ; by the former the master of a Dritish ship is deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor if he discharges a seaman or leaves llin} abroad on
any growiid whaterer without proviously obtaining a cortificato from
tho Shipping Master or other competent authority, stating ho fact and
the cause thereof, whother such cause be wifitness or inabilily o pro-
coed to sea, or desertion or disappearance 5 and by the lattor the mastor
is hound to render a full and trae account of the wages due to the
soaman so dischargod or loft, behind, and to pay the same o the man

Timself in cashoor by a bill.

xXev

‘I'he insuflicioncy of the Act to protect masters and owners againsi

the miscondiict of scamen is so clearly disclosed by the civeumstances
now placed hofore your Association, that they will probably be prompt-
cd to such action in tho matter as may scem fo them expedient with
the view to obtaining an alteration of the law.

We heg your attentive considoration of the opinions of the lnte
Advocate General and his successor who, though cxpressing them-
selves against the view taken by Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllic and Co.,
have nevertheless admitted the anomalies resulting from their interpre-
tation of the word ¢ in:ﬂ}iliby” as used in the Act.  Tho entire difli-
culty arises from tho use of the word “inability” ; and as there is much
difference of opinion as o the logal meaning of that term, it is mani-
{estly expedient that a reference should be made to the Board of
Trade in order that the precise meaning of the word may be distinct-
Iy defined : this xeference should however be subordinate to the more
important object of having the luw so altered that the criminal con-
Quct of a sonman shall involvo o injustice to his employer.

Another change in the Act is also considered desirable, by which
a Magistrate shall be enabled to declare wages forfeited in part or
wholly where there is a combination of the crew to refuse duty, and in
cases of continued wilful refusal of duty in any individual «fter the
first conviction ; also in cases where a scaman has assanlted the
master or any officer of the ship, and is convicted, without the Magis-
trate finding any mitigating cir If forfoiture of wages is
involved by desertion, it is difficult to discorn the line which separates
that offunce from a eriminal conduct by which a man virbually termi-
nates his contract. In principlo there is no real difference, but the Taw,
as the Act is here construed, establishes a broad di

and gives
a scaman who wilfully hreaks his covenant an advantage which can-
not he clained by the anan who performs his engagement, The lat-
tor is entitled to wages on the termination of his contract, and not
hefore 5 whilst the former by his own misconduet can profer his claim
for an unfulfilled engagoment, and tho Jaw upholds it.

Tt is unuccessary to point out the strong temptation which is held
out by this interprotation of the law to men whose wages aro much
below those ruling at this port (as is wsually the cuso) to rofuse duty
or to hehave with insubordination, in order that they may be sent to
the House of Correction fot a short time, and on thoir release resoive
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sages current here, The Comuiitteo Believe this is one of the most
fruitful causes of the numerous cases for offences against the Merehang
Seamen Act which-are almost daily brought before the Magistrates
of the town.
Tam, &e.,
H. W. I WOOD,
Seerctary.
P. 8.—As a forcible illustration of $he mischiovous results 6f the
interprotation given by both the late and present Advocate Gencrals
to the word ““inability” as used in the Act, I beg to hand you the
report of a very gross case of assault by a scaman on his commander.
Tho consequences are that the maw is punished by the Magistrate,
and becomes by his own criminal act unable to rejoin his vessel, and
yet under such inability, as interpreted by the Advocate Goneral, the
master is compelled by the Act eithor to pay the wages due:to the
man who breaks the lu and commmits this violent outrage, or becomes
Tiable to the penalty of a Misdemeanor for leaving o man behind un-
der circumstances altogether beyond his control.

H. W. I WooD,

Secrolary.

A similar letter was forwarded to
Tur SECRETARY. ro tue SHIP OWNERS' ASSOCIATION,

LiveRroor.
No. 704.
From :
Tup JUNIOR SECRETARY to nus .
. GOVERNMENT or BDNGAL
o
Tuz SDCRETARY To THE
CHAMBER or COMMI]RCD
Tort William, the 12th June 1862,
Marine.

Sm,—I ‘am dirceled by the Licutcuant-Governor to forward for

such wages as have acerued to them, and be free to ship at the higher

xevik

N info: ion 'h
+ From Messrs. Gladstone, Wyl- the information of the Chamber, &

lic and Co., dated 5th May 1862, . copy of the correspondence noted in
and enclosure. w
From do. do. dnted 170k May 152, PIC MArgin, ¥ containing an opinion

To Solstor (0 Government No.  givon by the Advoento General in
217, dated 16th May

Trom o, do, dnted"ﬁﬂl “h) 1862, - the case of the scamen of the ships
and enclosure, Tidith Moore and Hippolyta.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. D. GORDON,

Junr, Seeretary o the Government of Bengal.

Calc,;zca, 50 May 1862,
E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esq.,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal,
TFort William.,

Str,—Wo beg to submit for the consideration and orders of His
Honor the Licut.-Governor the subjoined correspondenco botween
the Acting Shipping Master and ourselves with regard to the wages of
anumber of seamen of the ship Tidith Moore who are nmow under-
going sentence of imprisonment for refusal of duty.

2." The Shipping Master, it appears, is acting upon cortain orders
(of ‘the procise tenor of which we aro not informed) from the Govorn-
ment of Bongal, based on an opinion by the late Advocate General;
dated 2nd Scptembm 1858, and as we feel that great hardship will
resulb to the owiiers if theso instructions' are literally carried out,
we'lnvc o roquest that they may be so far’ suspended as to admit
of the qucstxon bemr' tried and dcﬁmtely settled,

3. - ‘The, matter is of the utmost importance to s]npowncrs, for,
if the construction which Tas been put. upon Mr. Ritchics opinion
be consonant with the law of the case; it necess'mly follows that’
seamon’s ehgagements while binding on the owners may be cluded
by the men, if Lhey choose to decline doing duty in nforem‘n port,

N
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and to submit to a short imprisonment,—which it scems few of them
consider any great hardship, in Caleutta at all events,

4. Even though the men had faithfully fulfilled their engagement
to its close, it is certain that they could not have claimed payment of
wages till their discharge, and it would, wo think, be a great anomaly
if they were entitled by their own criminal breach of contract at
once to put an end to its farthor operation and to claim full payment
here for their previous services, while their bargain with the owner
contemplated payment in England ab the expiry of the period for
which they signed articles.

We have, .,

(3¢.)  GLADSTONE, WYLLIE AND CO.

Cory.
 Caleutta, 25th April 1862,
CAPTAIN BURBANK,
Offg. Shipping Master.

Dran Sim,—With reference to our interviow yesterday on the subjoct
of the wages of the fourtecn seamen belonging to the Edith Aoore,
who have been sentenced to imprisonment for refusal of duty, and

to the intimation which you then made to us that you had been in- .

structed by the Government to act in such eases in accordance with
the opinion of the Inte Advocate General Mr. Ritehic, dated 2ud Scp-
tember 1858, wo now beg, in order to remove any obstacle o the
vessel’s clearance, to deposit with you the sum of Co.’s Rupecs 1,078.3.8,
being tho equivalent, at 2. 2d. oxchange, of £116-16.2, the aggregate
balunee of wages which appeared to be due to these men up to the
date on which they refused to do duty, as shewn by their individual
aceounts which have been lodged with you.

At the sume time we give you notice that we, as agents of tho
ship and on behalf of the captain and owners, entircly repudinto the
xight of these men to claim payiment here of any portion of the wages
which may be ultimately found duc to them, and we further protest

. therein h:

xcix

that the captain and owners ave entitled to claim from the seamen,
and to plead as a set-off against any monies due to them, all dumages
and expenses which may be incurred through their failure and refusal
‘to perform the duty which they contracted to do by the ship’s articles.

We have therefore to request that no portion of the amount now
deposited may be paid over to the men in question, or any of them,
or their representatives, without notice to us, as we are determined, in
case of need, to hiave the questions referred to tried and decided; by
a competent tribunal.

We may mention that, after their -conviction, Captain Tedbury®
offered to receive the men on board, and so to remit nearly the whole
of their sentence provided they would promise to return to their duty ;
but this they one and all refused, saying that, although they were
puton board in irons, they would never turn to and work on board
the ship. !

There is no *“ inability” thercfore on the part of the men to proceed
to sea, and certainly no ‘‘unfitness,” and we submit that the
captain is not bound to discharge any one of them from his engage-
ment or to pay any portion of the wages here.

is the case, it necessarily follows that refractory seamen will benefit
e

by their own criminal misconduct, and by obsti
ave it in their power, with the sunection of the T,
to put their owners to great inconvenience and loss whenever they
may choose, though without any reason whatever, to set the master’s
authority at defiance and refuse performance of their part of the

contract.
Tt is quite possible that the Edith Moore may return to Caleutta

before any of the men have left the port or entered into other en-
gagements, and in that case it is Captain Tedbury’s intention to xe-
claim them. He does not wish therefore formally to discharge any of
them in the meantime, but we beg that an endorsement may be made
on the articles of such of the circumstances above detailed as you

may consider necessary.
We are, &e.,

NE, WYLLIE AND €O,

(Signed)  GLAD!

Agents, Ship < Bdith Moore.”




c

P. S.—We shall be prepared to assume Captain Tedbury’s place
in any proceeding that the seamen may be advised to take with a
view to enforce payment of their wages. .

’ (Signed) G. W. & CO.
Copy.
’ (Fo. 4.)
Trox
CAPTAIN C. BURBANK,
Acting Skipping Master,
To

Messes. GLADSTONE, WYLLIE axp CO.

Dated Colentta, 3rd May 1862,

GENTLEMEN,~—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter dated the 25th ultimo, and with reference to the protest entered
by you therein, in the matter of the wages of the seamen in jail
from the ship Edith Moore, to inform you that in the absence of the
express orders of Government in supersession of those already in use
ab this office, I regret it is not in my power to entertain your protest,
and T shall thercfore be compelled to pay over to the men (on their
release from jail) their balance of wages and cffects in my hands.

I have, &e.,

(Signed)  C. BURBANK,

Asting Skipping BMuster.

Forr Wrtiay, ‘!

Gorty Shipping Office. §

Caloutta, 17th Moy 1862,
E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esa.,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
Fort William,

S1r,—With reference to our communication of 5th instant we have
now to inform you that two of the scamen of the ship Hippolyta,
consigmed to us, were on Gth idem sentenced to imprisoument in the
House of Correction for four weeks, under circumstauces precisely
similar to those involved in the cast of the men of the Edith Moore,
and that we have deposited their wages also with the Shipping Master -
under protest.

2. The sentence of the Hifpolyte’s men will cxpire on 9rd
proximo, and we would esteem it a favor to be advised as soon as
possible of the course which Govermment may think it advisable to
pursuc in the matter, 5o that we may be prepared in time to adopt
such procecdings as may be necessary for the protection of the in-
terests which we represent,

3. Wemay mention that the men in question positively refused to
entertain an offer which the captain made to them in presence of the
Magistrate, after sentence, to receive them on board and 1o remit the
~whole of their punishment provided they would promise to return to
their duty, and that the Magistrate made a memorandum of the oir-
cumstance. °

4. Tt appears to us therefore that there can be no question what.
ever as to the abilify of these men to proceed to sea, and there is none
as to their fitness, aud as it is only in cases of unfitness or inability that
Scetion 200 of the Merchant Shipping Act, wpon which the whole ques-
tion hinges, requires wages of seamen left behind to be accounted for
and paid in a forcign port, we submit that no claim on the part of the
men can be entertained hore,

5. With all deference to the opinion of an authority so eminent
as the late Advocate General, we cannot help thinking that the difi.
culties which have been raised arise entirely out of a misconception
of Cap. 3 Section 207 of the Act. Itscems to have been taken for
granted that the Act contemplated that scamen could nob be loft behind
in foreign ports from any other cause than one or other of these four :
vamely, “unfitness, ” “inability,” desortion,” or * disappearance,”

6. We donot think that the clanse in question can properly be

S
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read in this way. It provides thut a shipmaster shall be deemed
guilty of & misdemoanor if he “leaves behind any seaman or ap.
prentico ab any place situate in any British possession abroad on an
ground whatover without provieusly obtaining a certificate in writ.

ing o ondorsed as aforesaid from such officcr or person as aforesaid,
stating the fuct and the cau
or incbility to proceed to sea, or descrtion or disuppearance.”

Tt scoms to us plain that all that the Act hero roquires is that the
cause, whatever it may be, nmsb be certified in writing, the four special
causes referred to being stated, erempli gialic mevely—certainly not
wo-think as comprehending all hose from which seamen could possibly
Do left behind. : ,

7. Butif owr opinion on this point should be held to be errone-
ous, then we say thab tmder the cireumstances of the ease, the con-
duct of the men amounts to virtual descrtion ; at least we think there
can be no doubt that tho cause of their being loft hehind is moro
analogous to deserfion than to any of the other three specified in
the At viz, “unfitness,” <inability” or disappearance,” and in
the case of desertion they camot maintain any clain to payment of

thereof whether such canso be wnfitness

wages here at all cvents.
8. Wo hiave taken up this mabter as much on public grounds as in
the intorests of our own constituents, for the prosont state of matters
in this port amounts to a erying evil, and shipmasters are daily pub
to great i iénco and loss in of the bini
t0 refuse duty, often on the vory eve of the depurture of their ships,
and indeed several vessels have been detained in consequence. Scamen,
taught by the Caleutta crimps and lodging-house keepers, well Tuow
that by taking their chance of a short kuprisonment they may get rid
ment on their rolease

rews

of their engagements and scoure other omploy
es they have siged articles for

from prison at, perhaps, double the w
in England,  The reiractory men of one or other, if not both, of the
s wo have referred to, were bound by the articles to serve for three

years at £2-5 per month, and wages in Caleutta were ruling ab about
£4 when the vessels were here,
9. Wenust apologise for thus troubling the Government, but we

trust the importance of the mabters at issue will be our excuse.

We have, &c.,
(Sd) GLADSTONE, WYLLIE AND CO.

ciit

No. 217.

Fron
Tur JUNIOR SECRETARY 710 THE
GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
o0
Tre SOLICITOR to GOVERNMENT, |
Dated Tort William, the 16th May 1862,
Mariue,

Sir,—T am divected by the Lieutenant-Covernor to forward o you
the accompanying letter in oviginal from Messts. Gladstone, Wyllic and
Co., dated the 5th instant, with its enclosure, regarding the wages ‘of
cortain soamen of the ship Bdith Moore, who are now undergoing
sentence of imprisomment for refusal of duty, and to request thab you
will be so good as to lay the papers hefore the Advoeate General, and
to obtain his early opinion on the question therein mooted.

2. You are requested to rveturn the o

nal papers with your

reply.
T have, &e.,
» (S1)  J. D. GORDON,
. Junior Seey. to the Govl. of Bengal.

No. 91.

Froxt

F. C. SANDES, Esq.,

Solicitor to CGorernment, .

To

J. D. GORDON, Tsa.,
Junior Secy. to Goul. of Bengal.
Fort Tilliam, the 28th May 1862,

Sir,—With reference to your conmiunications as per margin® I have

the hienor to forward herewith for the
information of .the How'ble the Licu-
tenant-Governor, o copy of the Ad.
voeato Genenal’s opinion, as to the disposal of the wages of the sea
men of the ships Bdith Moore and Hippolyia, who are now under-

# No. 217 dated 16th Ma;
No. 303 dated 22nd

going sentence of imprisonment.
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The original s of your ications are horewith re-
turned.
T have, de.,
(S1)  T. C. SANDES,
Solicitor to Government,

OrinioN. .

T coneu in the opinion given by my predecessor in 1858: T think
that both in the case of the Zdith Moore and that of the Hippolyta
it would be necessary for the master, if he loft the seamen behind by
reason of their impri , to obtain a certificate under Section 207
Clause 3 of the Merchant Shipping Act. The only cause of forfeiture
of all wages is desertion, whore a seaman has ouce joined the ship and
began work under his agrcement. A subscquent refusal to work
and the consequent imprisonment of the seaman so refusing does not
amount to desertion, and therefore such seaman is entitled to all
wages which acerued due down to the time at which he refused to
work. There are no doubt strong reasons for contending that seamen
who (as would appear in the present case) deliberately refuse to
with the object of being kept in confinement until the master is
obliged to leave tho port without them should forfeit all their wiges ;
bus the legislature has not so provided ; and on the other hand there
is nothing in the Act to shew that the terms “unfitness or inability”
must be limited to unfitness or inability caused by accident, and
which the scaman has not induced by any act of his own, while the
language of the 180th scetion is inconsistent with any such limitation
of the term in question:

But though I think that these scamen are entitled to the wages which
acerned due to them down to the time at which they refused to worl,
T do not understand what are the grounds on which the Shipping
Master has required those wages to be deposited with him : there is
certainly nothing in tho opinion of the late Advocate General which
could supporte'such requirement.  The 210th section of tho Act
expressly provides that the wages due to a seaman loft behind shall bo
paid whether in.monoy or by bill to the seaman himself, . The 209th
seetion directs that the Shipping Master shall, where the payment is
made by bill, endorse thereon and on the agreement a certain certifi-
cate, but it does not direet that the bill shall be made payable or the
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money paid to the Shipping Master. If the masters of these ships
havo, by leaving the soamen bohind, committed a misdemeanor,
they may be prosecuted for such misdemeanor on their return to their
port of destination in the United Kingdom. Butb the service of theso
seamen, that is their liability to serve, has not terminated at Calcutta,
nor have they been discharged in Caleutta, and I thereforo think the
moneys which have boen paid to the Shipping Master by Messrs.
Gladstone, Wyllic and Co. under protest, should be returned to those
gentlenion unless the moneys have already been actually paid over to
the seamen,

(84) T. H. COWIE.
27th May 1862. ’
(True Copy)
(1)  F. C. SANDES,
Solicitor to Government.
(True Copy)
- J. . CASHMAN,
Offiating Register, Dengal Secretaria.




APPENDIX K.

GUARANTEES FOR PORT CHARGES.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 28th June 1862,
H. L. DAMPIER, Esaq., ’
Secy. to the Board of Revenue.
81r,—I am directed by the Committeo of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce. to bring to the notice of tho Board that from the st cur-
rent agents of vessels have been required by the Collector of Customs
togive theusual guarantee for unpaid port charges on paper bearirig
a stamp of the value of one rupée.

Before a vessel can obtain a port clearance her agents must pay or
engage to pay all claims for port and hospital charges ; but these
charges, it would appear, cannot be aseertained correctly until aftet the
vessel has left 5 and on this account, although no neglect of her
agents, is the vessel subjected to a tax—not because the agents
cannot pay the charges incurred, but bocauso the Government cannot
state their precise amount, and therefore demand a guarantee that the
amount when ascertained shall be duly discharged. .

The Committee are unable to discover any clause in tho Stamp Act
under which the Collector’s proceeding can be sanctioned, for it is
difficult to believe that the 1st Article of Schedule A. can be attempt-
ed to be so interpreted as to include the guarantees in question.

The Committee therefore trust the Board will, in consideration of
the cireumstances now submitted, be pleased to direct the Collector of
Customs to withdraw his order in this respect.

T have the honor to be, &c.,

H. W. I. WooD,

Secretary.

evii -

No. 1036.
Fuone
W. J. HERSCHEL, Esq.,
Offy. Junior Secretary to the Board of Revenae,
To

Tue SECRETARY 10 T CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Tort William, the 8th August 1862.

Customs.
A. Grote, Esq. and
E. T. Trevor, Bsq.

S1m,—With roference to your letter dated 28th June last, requesting |

the. withdrawal of the order issued by the Officiating Collector of
Customs, Calcutta, on agents of vessels to give the usual guaranteo for
unpaid port charges, &e., on paper bearing a stamp of the value of ofie
rupee, Tam directed by the Board to inform you that instructions have
been given to the Officiating Master Attendant to endeavour to forward
the bills above alluded to, to the Custom House for realization before
the departure of a vessel, in order to dispense with the demand for a
guarantee from agents for unpaid port dues, &c.; and the Board
request that the Chamber will give merchants to understand that the
result of the experiment will depend materially on the promptitude of
ships’ commanders, ‘&c. in their final . arrangements with the
Bankshall. REE

2. Copy of my lotter to the Officiating Master Attendant of this
date accompanies for the Chamber’s information. :

T have the honor to be, &c.,
W. J. HERSCHEL,

Ofig. Junr. Seerctary.
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No. 1036.

W. J. BERSCHEL, Esa.,
0fy. Jr. Secy. to the Board of Revenue,

Tur OFFG. MASTER ATTENDANT.
Dated Fort William, the 8th Aug. 1862.

Customs, .
A. Grote, Esq. and :
E. T. Trovor, Esq.

Str,—With reference to your letter No. 1862, dated 9th ultimo, to
the address of the Officiating Collector of Customs, Caleutta, relative
to the difficulty experienced in realizing bills for port dues and pilot-
age from outgoing ships after they have obtained their port clearance,
and with regard to the demand made by the Collector for a guarantes
for unpaid port charges from agents on paper bearing a stamp of tho
value of one rupce, .

2. Iam directed by the Board to request that you will make the
trial alluded to in the last paragraph of your letter under acknowledg-
ment, as it is of importance to mereantile interests that the guaranteo
which now has to be stamped should be dispensed with,

1 have, &o.,
(Signed) - W. J. HERSCHEL,
0Of. Jr. Secy. to the Board of Revenuc,

Tort William, the 8th August, 1862,
(True Copy)
W. J. HERSCHEL,

0ffg. Jr. Secretary.

APPENDIX L.

PUCKWA SALT.

No. 853.

Frox

H. BELL, Fsq,

Under-Seeretary to the Government, of Bengal,

To

Tup SECRETARY 7o 112 BENGAL

CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Fort William, the 23rd June 1862,
Mis. Rov.
Salt.

Str,—With reference to your letter dated the 13th July 1860, and
the accompanying copy of one from the Board of Revenue, No. 542,
dated the 16th May last, with enclosure, I am directed to request
that the Chamber of Commerce will be so good as to state whether,
with a view to afford relief to the refiners of saltpetre, it is still con-
sidered desirable that they should be allowed to dispose of the puckwa .
salt educed in the procéss of refining on payment of full duty instead
of being, asat present, obliged to destroy it.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. BELL,

Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
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From the Hox'sre A, Evsx, Junior Secrelary to the Board of Revene,
to the Seoretary to the Government of Bengaly—(No. 542, dated the
16th May 1862.)

Sir,—In continuation of my predecessor’s letter No. 1022, dated

the 25th September last, and with reference to paragraph 2 of Govern-
ment order dated the 26th June last, No. 272(A.), I have the honor,
by direction of the Board of Revenue,
to submit an abstract® prepared by the
Commissioner of Patna of the replies furnished to Mr. Grote’s ques-
tions regarding the taxation of puckwa by the collectors of the
division, after the cnquiries instituted by them during their cold
weather tours,

2. The Board fear that with the exception of Mr. Bruce Lane,
whose report is valuable and practical, the other collectors have not
made such enquiries rogarding the saltpotre producing capabilitics
of their districts as it was intonded that they should make.

3. When on circuit in Tirhoot last cold scason, as Commissioner
of Patna, Mr. Fergusson commenced an enquiry on this subject,
which he was unable to complete before leaving the division. M.
Tergusson ascertained sufficient, however, to convinee him of the
extreme impolicy of any interference with the Nooncahs, whom he
found to be the poorest class of the population. He is convinced
that very slight interferenco with these Nooncals would mako the
great majority of them abandon the saltpetro business altogether ;
and no other class, he thinks, would take it up, simply because it is

* Dated 8th April 1862,

well known not to be sufliciently remunerative. Under these circum-
stances, the Board are of opinion that it would not be expedient
to meddle with the puckwa so far at least as the Nooneahs are
concerned.

4 Thore is reason, morcover, to belicve that the taxation of
puckwa would add but little to the revenue. The assumption that
evory maund of puckwa which is manufactured involves a loss to
Government of Rupees 3-4, by displacing an. equal quantity of duty-
paid salt which would otherwise pass info consumption, is untenable.
This will become apparent by considoring the purposes for which, and
the persons by whom, the puckwa is used. 1t is used, first, by
the Nooneahs for their own fon 5 secondly, by agriculturists
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for the purpose of fecding their cattle; fhirdly, by taunors for
cnving hides ; fourthly, by salt merchants for the purpose of adul-
terabing full-taxed salt; fifthly, by regular consumers who pur-
chase it for food. As regards the first of the objects specified,
T am to remark that no imposition of duty would prevent the
Nooneahs using the puckwa for their own consumption ; for no
preventive force could check this sort of placing a burkundauz
to watch every Nooneah at his daily work. To say nothing of the
i ibility of } ing the domestic ption of puckwa
by this class, the expense of any considerable preventive cstablish-
ment would be very much in excess of the full duty leviable on all
the puclawa made in Behar.  Sccondly, beeause the agricultnist feeds
his cattle on puckwa dt its present price, it does not, the Board
observe, follow that he would continue to do so if the prico wero raised
by o duty of Rupees 3-4 per maund. Indecd, it is very cortain he
would not ; and any revenue from this source is thorefore out of the
question.  In tho third easc, the same remark applics to the curing of
hides.  Fourthly, as to the adulteration of salt ; this is an offence
amply provided for by Section LXXVIT, Regulation X of 1819, and
evenwore i not, dealers would have no conceivable object in purchas-
ing duty-paid puckwa for the puipose of adulterating salt paying pre-
cisely the same duty ; this mode of consumption would thereforc
cense also.  There only remain the ordinary consumers who use it
for domestic purposes. Theso are only the lowest of the low. No
man of respectability would over think of touching salt. propared by
this process, which is moreover intrinsically bad and bitter, And
if, as tho collectors’ Toports shew, the total duty represonted by the
entire quantity of puclwa produced in Behar is only Rupees 77,000,
it is cloar that the duty on that portion which reprosents puckwa
sold for alimentary purposes must be very inconsiderable, as the
portion 5o sold can bo merely what remains after doducting tho

iti A by the Nooncahs and used for cattle’ feeding,
hide curing, and adulteration of good salt.

5. A stiong ground for the beliof thit the consumption of pucka
for any purposo is not consideruble is the admitted poverty of the
Nooneahs, who are said by all to bo the most indigent class in the
poor provineo of Behar, a condition altogethor inconsistent with the
supposition that they are carrying on a large trade in salt to the
detriment of the Government revenne,
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6. If, howover, it is still considered expedient to reach the puckwa
sold for edible purposes, the Board are of opinion that the only way
of doing 50 without keoping up expensive cstablishinents or check-
ing the saltpetre trade is as follow:

Tirst.—The Nooneahs should be left absolutely free and uninter-
fered with .in the eduction and domestic consumption of puckwa.
The notification published under Government order dated 22nd
July 1861, No. 330 (A.), will be seen, from the reply of the Collector

* of Tirhoot to Question IL, to have already had the cffect of closing
a number of the Nooneahs' vats, and any attempt to license tho
manufacturers of crude sultpetre would certainly aflect the pro-
duction of that staple article of trade. The Nooncahs should bo
permitted to make for their own consumption and that of their
families as much puckwa as they like : this concession being made
on the sume principle as that on which Molunghees are allowed
Jhorakee salt, mamely, $hat it is impossible o provent their smug-
gling salt for domestic consumption.

Szcondly.—But the Board would prohibit the sale of puckwa by

2 Nooneah to any but a licensed refiner.
* Thirdly.—They would make all puckiwa which may be nnaccompani-
ed by a protective document found in transit, or in a house within
the saltpetre- districts, in cxcess of five scers, liable to confiscation,
and the possessor to penalty as in the case of salt within chowkey
limits, under Section XXXVI, Regulation X of 1819, This would
require legislation, and, if the Licutenant-Governor approves of the
proposal, the Board will draft an Act for this purpose,

Fourthly.—If any refiner desired o license to soll puclwa, he
should receive such license on payment of a foe of Rupees 10,

Trifthly.—Such licensed refineries should be treated as rum dis-
tilleries are, an ex establishment paid for by the licensed refiner
residing on the premises.  After each day’s manufacture the darogah
would weigh the puckwa into store, and a golah being filled the
salt would be passed out under protective documents.

7. This would, the Board think, meet the case of refiners who
+ Vide paragraph 2 of Board wished to sell puckwa on payment of

o Government, dated 3lst  duty. But as the Board have already

August ast, No. 914. remarked,* when submitting to the late

Lieutenant-Governor the views of Messrs. W. Haworth and Co. on

the subject, the refiners themselves do not appear to rogard the sell-
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ing of full-taxed puckwa as a privilege ; and .the Board do not
understand how it could be so regarded, supposing the representations
of Mr. Lane to bo correct. He says that puckwa (frec) sells ab Ru-
pecs 3-8 & maund, and Liverpool pungah (duty-paid salt) ab
Rupees 5. Now, if the duty (Rupees 3-4) be added to the prosent
price of puckwa, the price obtained will be Rupecs 6-12 per maund,
which is in excess of the pricc of Liverpool salt. The puckwa
will not, thercfore, afford, under these conditions, the profit which
it now realizes, the refiner would not be able to raise his price to
any thing like the extent of the duty, and the duty must thus fall
almost eutirely, on the producer, and eventually the article would
not scll at all.

8. Ttmay bo assumod that the highest price which will bo given
for puckwa will be Rupoes 3-8 to Rupees 4 por maund.” The cost
of production is stated to be two annas, which plus duby Rupeoes 3-4
and cost of thes exeise establishment two annas, would make the
chiarge Rupees 3-8, leaving the producer a margin of profit so scanty
as not in any degree to compensate the refiner of saltpetre for the
inconvenience of having an exeise establishment quartered in his
promises. Especially is this apparent when it is observed that the
total outturn in all the refineries (Native and Buropean) in all the
province of Behar is only 22,000 maunds per smmum. Again, the
price of Liverpool and other salt will fall in those provinees when
the railway opens, and this would dvive the full-taxed puckwa
altogother out of the market.

QUESTION,

I. What is likely to be the cffect of requiring each crude saltpetre
work, and cach glaubur salt and sujjeemuttee work, to take out a
o
license on stamped paper of 1 rupec?
" Axswns,
I Behar.—The Collcctor.of Bohar states that it would be no
hardship to the workers in crude saltpetre ; they could casily afford

to pay that amount. There are no glaubwr salt and sujjeemuttee .

‘manufactorics in this district.

1. Clumparun.—The Colleotor of Chumparun says that tho offect
of requiring cach crnde saltpotro work and glawbur salb and suj-
jeemuttee work to take out a licensc on stamped paper of one rupee
P
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will be some discontent and a slight increase of revenue, probably
rupees 3,000 to 4,000 in this district.

I Sarun.—The Collector of Sarun states that, from the enquivies
I havo made, I am satisficd that no objection exists to making cach
erude saltpetre work tako out a license on stamped paper of one rupee,
There are no manufactorics of glaubur salt or sujjeemuttce works
in this district ; the former article is not gencrally used by the people
hero, and the laiter alkali is imported.

I. Shahabad.—The Collector of Shahabad states that the offoct
is likely to be an increase of tlie Government revenue of Rupees 310
without oppression or annoyance to any one. The tax will of course
fall ultimately on the consumers.

I.. Patna.—The Collector of Patna states that erude saltpetro is
produced in 50 per cent. of the villages (4,900) comprising the Patna
district, People called Nooncahs are engaged in preparing tho salt-
petre and glaubur salt ; these Nooncabs are of the poorest class, and
taking out a license on stamped paper of one rupee would resul in
decreasing the manufacture of that article, as the majority of
Nooneahs could not afford to pay the tax plus the tax imposed on
them under Act XVIIT of 1861 Sujjeemuttec is not produced in
this district.

I Tirhoot.—The Collector of Tirhoot states thus :—

“ During my recent tour I have made enquiries in many parts of
the district ding the condition of the Nooneahs. I noticed at once
that the number of vats in work during this scason are very consi-
derably less than those which I had found open in 1860-61, and this
decrease was attributed, both by the Nooneah and the Zemindar who
holds the nimuk sayer, to two causes, namely, the present low price
of refined saltpetre in the market, and-the prohibition against making
salt proclaimed through the district under the Board’s order, No.
698 of tho 3rd July 1861. Tho consideration.of the last alleged canse
will fall better under the second question, but here I must observe that
as long as tho greater portion of tho refined saltpetre now sent down
to Calcutta lies unsold or realizes but a low price, it appears to me
quite certain that any pressure on the Nooneah in the shapo of a
license feo would act directly as a check on the production of
the crude saltpetre ; and this result, in itself evil, would be at-
tended with much loss to thoso zemindars to whom Government has
granted the right to levy mimuk sayer. Tn one instance alone
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that of . the minor owner of the Durbungah estates, the nimuk
sayer mehal which in 1860 was leased for Rupees 12,000, remains
now nlet, and no one can be found to take it up. Many other
zomindars have also brought to my notice tho great diminution in
their profits from this sowrce, and, if tlifs is the cuse now, I soo
no reason to doubt that tho offect at present of requiring onch
orude saltpetre worker, and each glwbur slt or sujjecmuttos
work, to pay a licenso fee of one rupee would bo very injurious. Bub
a fair rise in the price of the refined saltpetre would remove the
only valid objection to such a course ; and, for the purpose both of
socuring true statistics and of enabling Government at any time to
introduco the system of licenses without further difliculty whonovor
it might seem oxpedient to do so, T would reconnmond that in placo
of a clause requiring " the Nooneah to pay a license feo, provision be
wado in law for the registration of all erudo works, Thus overy
zomindar should be required wnder penalty o lodge with the collector
before the Ist Novembor in cach your, that is during the first working

month of the “Abu” season, a list of all the Nooneahs under engage-

ment to him for the ensning scason.  The Government would then
be in a position at any moment to act on an increase in the value of

rofined saltpatre, and call on every Nooneah to pay his license feo,

Qu:

IL. Would it be better to provide in such a liconso for prohibiting

the boiling of the refuse saltpetre earth for puckwa, or to allow it

with a view to its being sold to refiners for being purified \as' alimen-
tary salt, according to Mr. Vere's plan ?

TON. '

ANsweRs,

L. Behar.—Tho Colloctor of Behar states that there are no ro.
finers of puckwa salt in " this district, consequently the refuso
saltpotro earth would find no purchasers ; the liconso, thorafore, should
permit this refuse carthto be boiled for the production of puckwa
salt, otherwise the manufacture of this salt would decrease,

I Clamparun.—The Gollector of Champarun states. that : <1
should suy tho prohibition intended would be of little practical use,
First, T doubt anueh whether the law would admit of it, Act XVI of
1848, Sccond, vefuse saltpotro earth may he refined by the manu.
factures of tho salipotro wider the law. Tt he do it in good faith, he
will inform the eollector of all necdful partivalars and proveut ol
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siders from interfering with his trade ; if hie do it wrongfully aud the
thing be discovered, he is liable to pemalties. Who will give infor-
‘mation of fraud, but one personally interested ? Third, salt produced
in the process of manufacturing saltpetre was at ome time (if it is
not now) to be destroyed. The means to prevent this waste would
scem to bs to allow the manufacturer tosell it. I should say let it
b sold to the refiners. Mr. Vere’s plan is not extant here.”

II  Patna.—The Collector of Patna states that the Nooneahs dis-
pose of the saltpetre to tho refiners, but they rotain the puckwa
salt for their own consumption. The puckwa salt is sold for a
trific.: six Goruckpooree pice the seer. Its sale should be provided
for in the license, otherwise it will be disposed of clandestinely. A
medical man would recommond its destruction, as the uso of it is not
conducive to health, causing dinrrheea. Puckwa salt is used for
physicking cattle ; it is also used by the domes, moochees, and .the
lowest class of cultivators.

IISarun.—The Collector of Sarmn says, that nearly all the ox-
perienced parties whom T have lted of
the boiling of the refuse saltpetre carth for ]\\ld\\\'\ salt, as this
article is only consumed by the poorest class of the peoplo, and the
probable effect of such interferonce would be to induce the Nooneahs
to abandon its ¢ 1 The p ion of puckwa
salt shonld bo allowed with a view to its being sold to refiners for
purification asalimentary salt.

II.  Shahabad.—The Collector of Shahabad states that it seems to
mo that in this district it would be useless to license the purification
of puckwa salt, as in this district it is not purified and the gemeral
opinion is thatit cannot be purificd. Mr. Drummond says that it
will not even do to cure hides, and there is Tore bitter than salt in it.
Ttis caten only by the poorest of the poor, and an average of four

parts is the usual refuse to every 100 part of manufactwred saltpetro,
Tt scems that up here it is ravely eaten, but is more usually thrown
back on the carth from which the saltpetre is drawn with a view
of increasing the produce. This I learn is the custom both among
European and Native

IL  Tirhoot.—The Collector of Tirhoot states thus :—¢ T am of
opinion that it would not be advisable to allow the Nooneah to-boil
for puckwa salt, with a view to its being sold to refiners and purifi-
ed as alimentary salt, Inmniy former reply on this point I objected

exvii

on the ground of the expense which would be incurred in keeping up
a supervising establishment as well as on account of the ‘annoyaneo
and risk of loss to tho refiners if they were compelled to purchase
the Nooneal’s salt for purification ; my dotailed enquiries in tho
district and from the refiners have confirmed me fully in wmy formor
objoctions to such a plan. The, refiners without cxception cxpress
their unwillingness to purchase the impure salt from the Nooncal;
and T would, therefore, suggest that the sale of salt e altogether
prohibited exoept by the licensed vefiner. But the existenco of the
foeling to which T have referred in the first answer, namely, that the
prohibition against the making of salt by the Nooncah checks tho

production of erude saltpotre, s worthy of consideration in this
place.: The rofiner educes salt in his process of manufacture with
a view to improve the quality of the saltpetre, the price of the refined
article being high in proportion as it is frec from aby mixture
of salt. The Nooncah, on the other hand boils for salt mainly for
his own consumption, but in a small degree only for sale or for
the improvement of his crudo material. The more salt the refiner
can separate the better are bis interests scrved, and by far the
largest portion of the puckwa salt which, before the present year,
was sold in the bazar, came from the godowns of the refiner, not
from the Nooneah, In thoso parts of Tirhoot where the soil
Targer quantity of salt, it is perhaps possible that in some cases the
Nooneah separates it for salo as well as for his own use, hut as a
goneral rule T do not believe that the very inforior salt which he can
produce is in common use amongst the other lower elasses of the popu-
lation. The object of the present enquiry being thercfore, as 1
ket in future of all salt oxcept

clds a

presume, the exclusion from the n
$hat which pays duty, T am convinced that this will be most wisely
and sufliciently ensured by a supervision of the refinér’s t

alone, the Nooneah being as little interfered with as possible 5 for the
existing rulo against maling salt has, from all.accounts, had the

and thus

offuct of closing a cortain number of the Nooneahs’ vats
Smposing an undesirable check o their trade, and assuming that the
Nooneah can be restrictod to boiling salt suflicient only for his own
cousumption, the actual loss to Government would be duty only on
the total quantity thus consumed by all the Nooncahs in the distiot.
"Phore are in round numbers 7,000 Nooncah families in Tirhoot, and
e consumption of salt by this very trifling proportion of the wlhole
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population of 1§ million, at an average rite of twenty scers per family
per annum, would not exceed 3,500 maunds, on which, if it could all
be brought under duty, a sum of Rupees 11,375 would accrue to
Government, and against this amount must be charged the cost of pro-
ventive establishments—no trifle over an area of the 6,000 square
miles—the loss of export duty on the saltpetre which would not be
produced in the olosed vats, and the odium of pressure on the very
poorest class of the whole population who would be naturally- discon-
tonted when compelled to pay for salt which they had for so many
years made for themselves ; and, indeed, considexing that the rofiners
themselves whose salt would all be taxed before they could sell it would
loose by every seer of impure salt brought by the Nooneal into the
market, the Government would obtain from the refiners the most
officient support in preventing any illicit sale by the Nooncah. Instead,
tharefore, of declaring that the manufacture of salt excopt by refimers
is illegal, I would vecommend that the law should: probibit the sals of
salt by any save licensed refiners, and conceding to the Nooncah the
privilege of making and keeping for himself not more in any case than
two scors ab a time, should also declare all impure salt found in the
possession of any other person to be liable to confiseation, and the
person with whom it might be found liable to a fine of Rupees 500, I
admit that this proposal is not so complete and will not bring in so
much revente to as the total prohibition of all f;

ture of salt save by the licensed refiner. Bub in the present stato
of the market, and the conscquent vory poor condition of the
Nooneah, it appears to me by far the best policy to It his elass alone.

QursTIoN,

TIL At what averago rate do the refiners estimate the additional
profits which their rofining works will yield them when allowed to
purify puckwa salt and $o sell it subject to duty ?

Ax

TII. Behar.—The Collockor of Behar states that the refiners of
saltpetre in this districs ave wnable to form any cstimate of the
profits that wonld xesult from the purifintion of puckwa salt,
as this purification is altogother unknown in the district.

ITT. Chumpasn—The Collector of Chumparnn states that, as
prickwa salt is not used here, noanswor can bo given. The Collee-

WERS,

for of Sarun may perhaps know, ”
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IIT. Putna.~The Collector of Patna states that.: I am informed
there are three or fowr hundred salipetre mannfacburers residing
within the distri

1 have no data in my possession to answer this
question.  The manufacturers, however, if called on; would not, fur-
nish atrae estimate of additional profits to he derived from puw
ing puclawali salt and disposing of it subjoct to duty. I doubt if
it would pay to convert puckwa salt into alimentary salt. I have
only lately joined this district, and consequently know nothing of
the interior. I am therefore dependent on others for information. ”

IIL Sarun.—~The Collestor of Sarun states, that puckwa salt
now sells in the inforior of this district at Rupees 2 or Rupees 2-8 per
maund. Tt is not generally rofined here, as one-fourbh of the quan-
tity produced is lost in the rofining process, and the wsual plan is to
mix up the puckwa salt which remains wnsold ab the end of the
year with the old saltpotre earth in order fo increase the quantity
produced in the following season. The profit gained by rofiners after
paying all charges is four annas por maund, and if allowed to purify
the puekwa salt an additional profit of two annas por maund will be
obtained. .

[IL - Shahabad—~Tho Colloctor of Shalinbad states that the third
answor is involved in the reply of the second question.

- ITI. Tirhoot—The Collector of Tirhoot states thus: at the time
of my first roport T hiad no opportunity of correctly ascertaining cither
he cost to the refiner of educing and puwrifying puckwa salt or its
value in the market, but I have since done so. The salt s separat-
ed by the rofiner (as before obscrved) for tho improvement of his salt-
petre, and the cost of educing it canmot, thercfore, b fairly balanced
against tho profit on its sale, but must be considered as a charge on
the manufactare of the saltpetre alome. The purification of this
salt is commonly effected by enclosing it in a picce of thin cloth and

et fom Do o G washing it, and, adverting o the letters
sioner of Iat of 315t moted .in the margin, I think that two
August lﬂm A‘omnudmf' extract N .

Trom lottor dated 30(h July (561, AnDAs por maund is a sufficient calou-
from Messrs, Haworth & Co. to the lation of the Prgh;,,b]e cost of such
Chamber of Commerce. PP ..

- purification, Assuming the cost of
purifying the salttobe .. 0 2 0
and the duty leviableof ... 3 4 0

the total Rupees ‘3 6 o0
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will be its cost to the refinc. The price of puckwa in the buzar
s ranged from Rupecs 3-8 to Rupees 4-8 according to the quantity
available for sale ut tho tine, and tho poorer lsses awo glad enough
o purehase it as long a5 the duty-paid salt is priced ot 1:\\}79051 5
and wpwards. Taking Rupocs 4 as an avorago price of prck, the
ditional proficto the sefnes, if alloved fo_purify and sell i on
payinent of duty, will bo ten anmas per maund.  The gain is loss o
cousso by Rupecs 34 as comparod with the former sales of the salt
froe from duty, bub even after imposing that duty” o margin of profit
s Toft to the rofiner aud not a loss.

QUESTION.

IV, What is the cstimated yield of puckwn salt in cach district,
shewing details of process of caloulntion 1
ANSWERS.
17, Bilvr—Tho Gallootor of Db stntes that, from_calonlations
nsod wpon enqiies anade.of the vaious goludars and - workors in
saltpetr, i appoars that the yicld of puckwa salt in the suddor

245 Mds.
division is aboub 1,:33 Mds
in the division of Nowada . :wo .

»  Shorghotty o »
Total 2345,

IV. Clamparun.—The Collector of Chumparun states that as

T puckwa salt is not used hereno answer can be given. The Collector

of Sarun may perhaps know. o

IV, Paine.—The Collector of Patna states that it is impossible to
say what the cstimated yield of puckwasalt is throughout the district,
Mr. Vexc’s process is not known o me.

IV. Sarun—The Collector of Sarun states that the number of
erudo. saltpetre works in this distriot s estimatod at 10,000 and
the quantity of puckwa salt produced daily in cach, dwing the
manufacturing scason of six or seven months duration, one scr, which ,
would yicld 8,000 maunds ‘annually. The number of saltpotre manu-
factories is caloulated at 800 and the daily yield of puckwa sl
in onch, during the working season, two seers, thus pmducmgt
8,400 mannds in the yoar. Tho total anmual yield of puckn sal
in this district is, therefore, as nearly as can be ascertained, 16,400

naunds,
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V. Shahabad. —The Collector of Shahabad stabes thus :—Of 4
maunds puckwa on every 100 maunds saltpetre, the oufturn will
be as follows i—

Numbor of manufactures 3105 total amount of averago amnual
outturn in the district, 15,500 maunds ; 4 por cont. of $ho above 620
mannds givos the supposed amount of puckwa. The averago annual

* outturn is probably in reality much more than this, but I cannot fix

it with any cortainty, .
IV, Tirhoot.—The Collector of Tirhoot reports thus i—¢ T have

hero to solicit that you will rofer to the answor given by me to tho .

fourth quostion inmy report of the S0th April 1861, for o desorip-

tion of the refinor’s manufacture of the kulmee .and kootia salt- *
potre from which bis salt is educed.  As regards the quantity of salt-

potre annually rofined in Tirhoot my enquiries lead mo to believe
that T boforo made, if any thing, t00 low an estimate in writing it
dovm at 3,00,000 of maunds. But it is botbor to allow for bad seasons
and a falling off in the trade than to assume as a basis of those caleu.
Lations the greatest quantity which might be produced in a good year.
T tako then 3,00,000 of maunds of salipetre asithe annual produce of
Tihoot. From information very obligingly supplied to me by sowic
refiners, T have ascortaiued that the average quantity of salt educed
In their godowns during the two past yomrs from kulmee has beon
20 secrs in evory 100 maunds of ¢ Abeo’ saltpetre refined by
them; and of salt educéd. from kootia, 9 maunds in overy 100
maunds of that saltpetre ; and comparing this information with
my former roport T boliove it o be faitly corroot. The proportion of

* Jkulmee to kootia is, as Itheu stated, about four—fifths of the whole

3,00,000, and. the 240,000 maunds of kulmeo’ yiold, therefors, 1,200
maunds of sult. The romaining 60,000 mands of kootia yicld
5400 maunds.  As an_ average caloulation I think this may be reliod
on, but it is of conrso subjoet to correction in rolation to thoso parts
of Tirhoot whore the soil is lugely imprognatod with salt. Tho
Towost estimated yield of puckwa salt in Tirhoot is thercfore 6,800
maunds.”

QuEsTroN. .
V. What proportion of dutiable salt may be expeeted from this 2
ANSWERS.
V. Behar.—~The Collector of Behar states that the whole amount
produced, viz., 2,345, would he dutiable,
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7,
pull:wa salt is not used here no answer can bo given, The Collector
of Sarun may perhaps know.

V. Patna.—The Collector of Patna states that there is no o data to
go-on.  Tmpossible to answer this question.

V. Swun.—The Colloctor of Sarun states that 12,300 nm\n'lds of
salt, or one-fourth of the quantity of puckwa salt produced, is lost
in the refining process. '

© V. Shahabed.—The Collector of Shahabad states that ﬂus ques-
tion connob be answored ; refining puckwais both unknown and dis-
eredited in this district. .

V. Tirhoot.—The Collector of Tirhoot states that the separation of
thesalt baing a necessity to the rofiner, ho will naturally prefer to
make a further profib of oven ten annas per maund xather than
throw it away. T donot therofore sce any reason why the wholo of
$he salt produced in refining should not bo presented for duty, and
1 thus caleulate the anmual receipts under this head at Rupees 22,100.
I formorly cxpressed a dowbt whother the puckwa salt s whole-
some, bus the report of the Chomical Examiner on a paveel of it for-
warded by me for his analysis makes it evidont that, although rather
Dbitter to the taste, there is nothing in its composition to render
it unwholesome.  Bighty parts out of

Grains. 5 N "
Tn one hundred grains a lundred consist of chloride of sodi-

s e % um or common salt, and the bitter
ilicious )

Chloride of Calcium 5 taste is to the prosence of less than

Chloride of Magniscium 85

Chiloride of Potassium 7 o seven parts of sulphateof soda. The
Chloride of Soditm L marginal table shews the result of
Sulphate of Soda 665 .
the analysis.
QUESTION.
What ostablishments, sudder and mofussil, will be necessary
to enforee the system of excise contemplated for introduction ?
AXSWERS,

VI Behar.—Tho Collector of Behar states that the contemplated
system of oxcise might perhaps conveniently bo carried out by the
assessors who Lave lately been recommended for the collections of the
different taxes on tobacco, pan, &e. )

VI Chumparun,~The Collector of Chumparun states thus :—Pro-

Clumparin —The Collector of Chumparun states #hus i—As

exxiii
Dably one suddor tuhsildar and fowr mofussil. I Liave 1o idea of the
proper salaies attaching.

VI Patna.~The Colloctor of Patna states that the establish-
ment will dopend whother the licenses are granted to tho manufac.
turers of saltpotro or the Nooncabs. The Nooneahs are to be found
throughout the: district which is upwards of 1,800 miles in arca. The

tablish must be in proportion.

VI Swrun.—The Collector of Sarun states that the district should
be divided into two- divisions, the head-quartors of each to be
at Chuprah and Allygunge, Sewan, and the following establishment
entertained i—Two darogahs at Rupeos 50 cach por mensom, ton
Deons at Rupoos 3 por mensem ; botal yearly cost Rupecs 1,560,

VI Shahabad.—The Collector of Shahibad states thus :—TFor
taking out one rupee license on cach manufacturc no oxtra ostablish-
ment is necessary.

VI Tirhoot.—The Collector of - Tirhoot states thus:—tAs I very
strongly doprecate interference ab present with the manufacture of
erude saltpetre, I will not here enter into the details of “any scheme
for controlling the Nooneahs sale of salt by them being prohibited, it
will be the duty of all persons to report cases of illicitsale, and T would
Took to the reward to be paid to such informers and to the assistanco
of the: rofiner in guarding his own intorest, for the chock' which is
required over the Nooneahs.  Tho collection of the liconso fees from
the rofiners can bo made by the income-tax assessors, and I would
assign o theirdeparbment tho task of levying the duty on salt educed
in the refiner’s manufactory. Under the rules issued for the North-
western Provinees, as published in the Government Gazetlc of the 4ih
Decomber 1861, I notice that an officer called mooshuift is stationed
at each refinery by whom: the accounts of salt cduced and stored in
the fivst instance, and the accounts of sale after elearance by a_ customs
ofticer, are kepb up daily and reported to the district customs office,
But this mooshrifl is only one of a luge body of men composing
district customs establishment, which I bolieve has been organised
not only with regard to the saltpotre trade, but to many other arlicles
of produce on which duty is levied by the Government of those pro-
vinces. Tn this division no such department exists, and its eostab-
lishment now for the supervision of saltpetre manufacture alone
would ontail a cost ubberly disproportionate to the rovenme whici
could be.raised.  The appointment of a mooshrifl to each Tivhoot re-
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finery, without also providing a complete cstablishiment, who, by

patrolling, &c., regular systom of acceounts, eould exercise a veal |,
check over him, would be obviously quite useless, and I therefdro .

yecommend that the taxation of the salt educed from saltpetre bo
enforced under some rules of the following character :—

15t,—Tvory rofinor shall b bound 4o store in a godown sob apart
inhis premiscs the salt daily oduced by him in his manufacture, and
any salt found in any other part of the premises shall be liable to
confiscation.

9nd.—TBvery refiner shall be bound under penalty to send one
week to the assessor, witlin whose cirele his refinery lies, a state-
nent showing the quatity of salt made daily by him.

3id.—Ab uncertain intervals the assessor shall visit cach rofinery
in his circle, and, after weighing out the salt in store and allowing
for wastage, shall receive the duty loviable atthe rate fixed for the
timo being.  Provided that if the quantity stored do not agreo with
that noted in the weekly lists, the salt shall not be cleared without

the order of the Collector.
4th.—No salt'shall be removed from the godown before clearance

n

by the assessor.

5th.—Any - rofiner removing salt hefore such clearance, or hoing
found in posscssion of salt in any other part of the p‘rcmiscs save
tho special godown, or possessing morc than the quantity reported
to the assessor, to be lable to a fine equal to five times the duty
payable on the quantity of salt thus sold or found outside the
godown or ir: cxeéss of the reported quantity. A moiety of tho fin
to b paid to any informerwho shall cause the detection of such
offending refiner.

The above rules do mnot of course provide such a complete
cheek as exists in the elaborate system of the North-western
provinces, but I believe that they would be found practically suf-
ficiont o prevent any scrious cvasion of the tax by the refiners.
These will surely soon comprehend how far wiscr it will be to pay
the duty and submit to the simple rules above proposed rather than
disrogard them and run the risk of detection through the informer,
who will not hold his tongue on a less bribe than the sum which he
wonld gain by informing, equal o two and a half times the duty.

| QUESTION.
VIL What will be the amount proceeds of licenses as above 7

CXXV
: ANgwrRs,

VI1. Behar.—The Collector of Beliar states that it may he esti-
masbed at 2,000 Rupees, there heing about 1,000 villages in which salt-
petre is mumfactured and an average of two boilers in cach village,

VII Clumparun.—The Collector of Chumparun states thus :—13e-
fween two and thrée thousand rupees.

VIIL Patna.—~The Collector of Patna states thus :—I have no data
togo on. The Nooneahs of the district will be taxed under Act
XVIIT of 1861, and should be exempted from tax,

VIIL  Sarun.—The Collector of Sarun states that the number of
erude saltpetre works in the district being estimated ab ten thousand,
the duty realized from licenses will be Rupees 10,000 per anwum,

V1L Shahabad.—The Collector of Shahabad estimates at Rupees
310 por annum. I do not suppose the license fee will diminish the
nwnber of manufacturers at all.

VIL  Tirhoot.—The Collector of Tirhoot states thus :—¢ If the
Nooneah e compelled to pay a license feo of one rupeo, the amount
realizable from this source will be in Tirhoot about Rupees 7,000,
but Itrust that the Government will at present allow the manufacture
of orude saltpotre without liconse though under registration. I
cannot but adimit that the proposal contained in my second answer
is not caleulated to secure the complote protection of, tho Government
salt from illegal ition, but I am so inced that 1
with the Nooneah at present will act as a severe check on a most
important trade that I cannot recommend either the demand of a fee
from the crude saltpetre manufacturer, or the entire prohibition of
the cducing of salt by him. As, however, without thoso safe-guards
the duty-paid salt will to a certain extent be displaced in the market,
T do advise that, as soon as a favorable change takes placo in tho
prospoct of the trade, both measures be resorted o and carried out
to the fullest extont.”

QUESTION.
VIIL What that of liconses to refiners at 100 Rupces per
annum ?

ANSWERS.
VIIL  Behar.—The Collector of Behar states that there are about
thirty salbpetro refiners, but their dealings are reported to be very
limited. A license of 100 per annwm would appear excessive,

9

8 L
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VIIL  Clumparun.—The Collector of Chumparun states that in:
fhis disbrict T cstimate (if by 100 Rupees per annum be meant, as 1
suppose, tho price of cach license) Rupecs four to five hundred, ¢

VIII. Patna.—The Collector of Patna states that the license of
Rupees 100 per annum to refiners would probably yicld twenty-
thousand rupees.

V1IL Sarun.—The Collector of Sarun states that the nwmber of
salipetre manufactories being caleulated at cight hundred, the
amount of duty realized from the liconses proposed will bo rupees
cighty thousand in this District.

VIIL Shahabed.—The Collector of Shahabad states thus :—At
fist notliing.  Horeafter, if the. experiment is found to succoed,
refiners may number one-twentioth of saltpetre manufacturers

in the district. Onec-twenticth of 310 at 100 Rupees cach, say -

Rupecs 1,500.

VIIL Tivhoot.—Tho Collector of Tirhoot states thus :—¢ From-
goneral enquiries and through the income tax returns T am enabled
to give the number of refinerics in Tirhoot as 500 ; and the literal
answer to the eighth question would therefore be that Rupees 50,000

would be realizod per ammum from licenses to refinerics. Dut
under prosent circimstancos this fee would fall very heavily on
all but o fow: of the refiners in Tirhoot, and I do not re-
commend that in any instance it should oxcced Rupecs 25. Dividing
the refiners into a first and sccond class of 200 Rupees and 500
Rupees respectively, and levying from the first a fee of Rupe
from the second a feo of Rupees 10, the proceeds from this sowreo
would amount to a total sum of Rupees 8,000, and, in considering the
whle subject now under report, a larger sum should not he calenlated
on.”

25, o
25, and

QuEsTION.

_IX. What proportion of the consumption of any village or
gunnal or district with which you ave acquaintod consists of puckywa
and what of duty-paid salt ?

ANsweRs,

IX. Belar.—The Collceter of Behar states that Mr. Waorsloy, the
Deputy Collector of Nowada sub-division, veports that the amount
of consmmption of puckwa salé in his division is three maunds to
every hundved maunds of duty-paid salt.
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IX.  Claunparun.—The Colloctor of ‘Chumpaun  states that as
uckwa salt i notmsed hore no answer can be given. The Collector of
“Sartm may perhaps know. * :

IX.. Latng.— The Collector of Pytna states that I have no data to
answer this quostion. :

IX. Swwn—Tho Collector of Sarmn states thus :—In Mouzah
Muckdoomgunge, Pergunnah Cherand,: the quantity of pungah salt
consumed in the year is cighty-four maunds ton soors, and that of
puckwa salt two maunds ten scors, and tho conswmption in- other
localities is in a similar proportion.

IX. Shahabed.—Tho Collector of Shahabad says that I can only
give a guoss ab this, but T should say that not 1 per cent. of the salt
‘consumed is puckwa. :

IX. Tirhoot.—The Colloctor of Tirhoot states that ¢ the quantity
of puckwa consumed in a villago in one part of Tirhoot is no guide

4o the consumption in another part. The rofiner’s salt is goncrally
Dborght up by the buninhs and retailed by them cither nmmixed or
mixed with pungal salt, and it is not casy to traco it in retail. How-
y assumod that more than 7,000 maunds of salt
docis not come amnmally from the refinerics, and that this is consumed
by 70,000 pooplo in one year. The salt educed by the Noonealt is con-
sumed by that class and other of the lowest classes in tho neighbour-
Tood of the erude manufactorics,  But where saltpetre is not made by
Noonealis, the poorer classes find no puckwato cat. For instance,
in a village within six miles of Mozuflerpore, thirty-five familics out
of 150 cat the salt produced by Nooncals, that is, rather more than
one-fifth of the rosidents, but in many parts of the castern side of Tir-
Tioot no puckwa at all is consumed. Taking the Nooncahs themselvos
\with familics to number 35,000, and the poorer classes in their noigh-
Dourhood who cat the impure salt of the Nooneah at the same number,
‘e have altogether 1,40,000 out of 17,50,000 who cat puckwa salt,
and he remaining cloven-bwelfths, or 16,10,000, consume duty-paid
salt.”

cver, it may be saf

G. T. COCKBURN,
PatNA, } Officiating Commissioner of Patna.

The 8th April 1862. (‘True copy)
J. H. CASHMAN,

Offg. Register, Bengad Secretariat,
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BexaAT CirAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 25th September 1862,

Tur Hox’siz A, EDEN,
Offg. Secy. to the Government of Bengal.

S1r,—T am directed by the Committee of tho Chamber of Commerce
to ncknowledge tho receipt of Mr. Under-Scorctary Boll’s letter No,
853 of 23rd June, and to state in reply that since the date of the
Chamber’s reference alluded to' an export demand for puckwa salt
has sprung wp at a higher price than could be obtained for it if frood
from bitter salts and other impurities and sold as edible salt. Conse.
quendly the privilege of vefining such salt and selling it for consump-
tion on payment of the full excise duty is no longer desired by the
Calcutta refiners.

‘With roference to the letter No. 542 of 16th May 1862 from the
Board of Revenue to the Government of Bengal, and to the reports
annexed thereto from the collectors of the Behar Division the Com-
mittee, I am directed to add, fully concur in the opinion of the Board
as to the inexpediency of in with the prod: of cdible
salt by the Nooneahs for their own ption. .
= Mr. Lane’s report contains strong evidence that such interferenco
causes many of thom to abandon the production of saltpetre by which
the Government loses far moro in reduced oxport duty than it would
gain if every ounce of salt so consumed paid the full excise duty ; and
this reportis fully ‘confirmed by the personal experience of Mr, Fer-
gusson, the Commissioner of Behar, now a’ member of the Board of
Revenue, when on cirenit in the district last cold scason.

T have, &e.,
H. W. I. WOOD,

Seoretary.

APPENDIX M. (1)

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A SEPARATE LINE
OF TELEGRAPH BETWEEN CALCUTTA
: AND BOMBAY.

MR. ADLEY’S PROJECT.
08, HArcoURT STREET,
Dublin, 8th April 1862.
H. W. 1. WOOD, Esq.,
Secretary, Chamber of Commerce,
Caleutta.

Srr,—I have the honor to forward you on the other side a copy of
a letter addressed by me to the Under-S y of State for India on
the subject of telegraphic communication between Caleutta and Bom-
Day, which, it would appear, the Government of India in a letter to

your Chamber, dated 15th January' 1862, are propared to intrust to '

a private company.

The objoct of this letter is to inform your Chamber that I am
taking steps to carry out their views, and T will write to you further
on receiving a reply from the Home Government.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient and humble servant,

CHARLES C. ADLEY.
R

SLopl pEL Tl

I



9, CaxoeN Hiuk Viuuas, Upper Norwoon, S.,
' 1st April 1862,

To
Tue UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.

S1r,—I havo the honor to address you on tho subject of- telegraphic
communication botween Caleutta and Bombay, which the Governmerit
of Indinin aletter to the Scerctary of -the Chamber of Commerce,
Caleutta, dated January 15th 1862, have stated that they are prepared
to intrust to a private company.

Tho object of this communication is to inform the Seerctary of
State for India in Council that having been for several years in charge
of the Telegraph Department of the Bast Indian Railway, I am now
engaged in taking measures for carrying out the objeets reforred to
inthe above letter. :

There is one objection which I fear in the existing stato of the
arrangement will probably be fatal to the project of raising any
capital for the purpose, which is, that it isnot made to appear that
the intention of the Government would be, as T assume, to retain
their own line exclusively for their own special messages. Of course,
if it were to be used in competition with the proposed private line,
no sharcholders would be prepared to raise capital for an undertak-
ing as to which they could. form no cstimate of its roburn.

If the intention of the Government on this point is made clear, T
shall have no difficulty in forming a company with adequate capital
to carry out the undertaking, and I shall be glad to receive an carly
reply to enable me to complete the necessary arrangements.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,
CHARLES C. ADLEY,

Telegraplic Tngincer to the East Indian Railhway Company.

8, StoREY’s GATr, Sr. JaMEs' PARE,
London, 10t% June 1862;.
H. W. I. WOOD; Isa.,
Secy. of the Chamber of Commerce, Caleutta.

Caleutta and Bombay Telegraph,

Sim,—In continuation of my formor lottor to you on this subjock
1 beg now to forward a copy. of a letter sent out by this mail to the
Seorctary to the Government of Tudia in the Home Department,

You will observe from my communication that without stringent
and exclusive conditions it will b impossiblo to raise cnpital in
Bugland for the telegraph between Caloutta and Bombay, which tho
Governmont of India propose to hand over to a private company. Tn
fact, no capital would be subsoribed wnless the Government granted
amonopoly, and this I do not think they will do, especially. aftor all
that has been said and done against a monopoly in tolegraphs:

You will further observe that I have proposed to the Government
amother more feasible schenic for establishing between Calentta and

Bombay tho much desired object of a telegraph worked Dy private

enterprize.  That seheme is to-allow the East Indian Railivay and the

Great Indian Peninsular Railway to coneert measures to erect a
separate commereial wire or wires-upon their posts for the transmission
of commercial business:

This plan, if enrried out, would attain: the end: sought after, and
henofit to the
railways in a pecuniary point of view, besides further indirectly bone-
fitting the Government in more ways than one.

If thé Chamber of Commerce approve of this scheme T shall bo

while being benoficial to the public will also be of g

gladif they would take such steps as they may consider prudent o

promote it and sccure for the commmmity a sccond telegraph to
Bombay worked by private enterprize.
1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obediont and humble servant,
CHARLES C. ADLEY.
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3, Stomey’s GaTE, St Janes’ Panrk,
TLondon, 10th Junc 186Z.
TFrod
CHARLES C. ADLEY, Ese., C. E.,
Superintendent, Telegraphs, Fast Indian Raihway.

T SECRETARY 10 mIE
GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Tome Department, Caloutta.

§m,—I have the honor to address you on the subject of telegraphic
communication botween Caloutta and Bombay.

At the lattor end of March last T was' informed that the follow-
g resolution was passed by the Supreme Govermment of India in a
letter from the Secrctary to the Government to the Scerctary to the
Bengal Chiamber of Comumerce, dated 15th January 1862.—

«Tt has for somo time been in contemplation to put up & second
wire on tho lino between Calcutta and Bombay, but the Governor-

General in Council is quite prepared to sanction the construction of an .

independent telegraph on that line (which of all others presents
the most likely prospect of a rerauncrative business)by a private
company, if any persons are willing to undertake it. Six months,
it is presumed, is sufficient timo to allow forthe formation of such
a company, and, if within that time measures are soriously taken for
effecting the object in view by pr s, the Government will
abstain from putting up a second wire, and will promise not to compete
with any private line in that divection by reducing bolow the present
rates or below the rates adopted by the company if they should he
* Jower than the presont rates, the charge made on messages hetween

ate enterp

Caleutta and Bombay, or hetween any two places at which oflices
conneeted with the private line may be established.”

Upon receiving information of this fon I made preliminary
arrangements for the formation of a private Telegraph Company to
De carried out in accordance with the views cxpressed by the Govorn-

ment of India, T found ab the same time that it was the unanimous
opinion among capitalists and members of the Stock Exehange in
TLondon with whom I conversed on the subjeet, that in order Lo raiso
money for sueh an undertaking to be carried out at so great a distance
from England, and without any Government guaxantee, it would bo
nocessary to have it clearly understood that the Government of Tndia
would not compete with the proposed Telegraph Company in any way
whatsoever, but retuin their own lines exclusively for Government
purposes.

* A lettor was therofore addressed by mo to the Under-Scorotary of
State for India to have this point distinctly sob forth, and on the 8th
April the Under-Seoretary of Stato replied that in the lebtor from the
Government of India it was very distinctly shewn that it was the

intention of the Govermment to continue to the public the privilege of,

sending private messages by the Government line at rates not less than
those charged by the proprietors of the proposed private line. Copics
of these letters are appended for your information marked A and B.

Since the xeceipt of this reply I have prosecuted avrangoments for
the formation of an independent private company, and I find hat it
continues to be the prevailing opinion among business men in the
city of London that no capital could be raised for so distant an
undertaking without the indispensable condition of the Government
withdrawing their line even from all semblance of competition, and
reserving it exclusively for their own purposes.  On such a condition
alone could sharcholders be found to embark iu the enterprizo. If
therefore the Government of India would he disposed to accede to this
condition T am prepared to forin acompany with Mr J. C. Marsliman
as Chairman, and Sir Macdonald Stephenson as Deputy Chairman,

T.enclose for your information  copy of a letter to me from Mr.
Marshman, marked C.

In order to admit of the undertaking being successfully camiod out
it would be necessary to the following propositions to form the basis
of the terms”of b between the Government and the proposed
Telegraph Company. -

1. That the Government of India grant to the proposed Telo-
graph Company the exclusive privilege of crecting a private telegraph
between Calentta and Bombay, and that dwing the existence of such
a company and their aflording. full satisfaction, no other company
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or companies shall e allowed to convey any private messages between
the above places of any kind whatsocvor.

2. That the Governmont will not compete with the proposed
company in any way whatsocver, but will reserve their own line
exclusively for Government purposes.

3. That the Government shall have the power of rovoking all
exclusive privileges granted o the company if their works are nob
completed within 2 fair and reasonablo timo to be heroafter fixed upon,
or ifaftor completion of the line the telegraph is allowed to fall out,
of repair or is otherwise so mismanaged “as to be of little service pri-
vately or commercinlly.

4. That the Government of India shall have the power of taking
possession of all offices of the compauy at any time when political or
~other distwbances and dangors threnton the empire, remuncrating the
company for any losses they may have fairly sustained during suely
period as the Government had poss

sion.,

Such I find are the terms on which alone capital could be rafsed -

Tingland for a private Telograph Company for Tndia, working indepe-
dently and withoutany Government guarantee, Ttremains thercforo for
the Government to say whether they will aceede to such torms ornot,

Iu the ovent of the Government of India not being disposed to
concede the foregoing terms to a private company, there is yeb an-
other and perhaps more feasible-course open by means of which the
viows eutertained by the Government ean be aceomplished. That
cowsse is to grant to the Bast Indian Railway and the Great Tndian
Poninsular Railway permission o congort measures for erceting one
or moro commercial wires upon their standards, andcarrying out
such other incidental works as are necessary to accommuodate the
duily incroasing wants of the public. The grnting of such per-
mission o the abovenamed ailways will be accompanied with
several advantages.

Ist. Tt will meet the views of the Government by, establishing
betaoen Caloutta and Bombay a separate telegraph worked by pri-
vate enterprize,

2nd. Tt would throw wpon the wailway Tines all Shab business
which it was proposod to allow a private company to participto su.
. 16 would confer bonofits alike on the public, the Govermment,
and tho railrays : on o public, beeause it would meot their eryirig

demands for inereasal dation ; on the Government, becaw

i will grant them in case of political or other emorgencies a scpurate
and independent through means of conmunication with Bombay,
Passing in a great measuro over a totally different track of country ;
and snutually on the Government and the railways, because all profits
will go towards reducing the annual sum of guavanteed interest on the
capital expended on the railway tolographs. Thus all profits that
will acerue on the commercial wires will virbually but pass throngh the
hands of the Railway Company to the Government to be credited in
favor of the guaranteed interest nccount.

Trom the plan now proposed you will at onee observe that T assume
that tho tolographs provided by the railway. companies are intended
for the uses of the railway only, and that it will be fownd necessary
%o erect one or more oxtra wires on the railyay posts oxclusively for
commorcial purposes between Caleutta and Bombay. Whatever the
capabilitics of tho railway telegraphs may bo at presont for convey-
ing private messagos I am confideut that before very long, when any
further great extonsions of the railway system dwe opencd owt, thoir
wives will be so taken p with their own business and the local privato
message traflic which the railway system of itself- croates that the
through commereial business hetween Caloutta and Bombay will o
carried on in a most indifforent manner if indeed it is carfied on at all,

To accommodate this through trafic alone one through wire ought
ab the vory least to bo provided. .

You will also obsexve that by the proposed plan the Government of
India will not be called upon to compromise itself or restrict its own
line exclusively for its own purposcs.

Tn the event of the Government of Tndia acceding to this proposi-
tion there can be no question about the before mentionicd rail-
way companies combining to carry oub a scheme so highly beneficial
to their own interests. . Nor noed thero be any great delay in its
oxcoution. Owing to the very forward state of the milway
telographs ‘both in the Bengal and Bombay presidencios the projeot
could readily be carried out during the next cold season and bo in full
operation in April or May next.

To insure this however it will be necossary “for me to roceive an
early roply to'this communication, and in the event of the Govern-
ment of India being disposed to approve of the scheme, T would most
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rospectfully suggest that the Government would allow all further
arrangements to be concluded in London between the Secretary. of
State for India and the Dircctors of tho Railway Companies, as by’
that means much time will be saved, and in “order $o bo cnabled to
carry out the scheme during the coming cold season every duy gained
will be of the whinost importance.

I have the honor to remain,
Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,

CHARLES C. ADLEY.

4)
1t April 1862.
Tne UNDER-SECRETARY or STATE ron INDIA.

Srr,—T have the honor to address you ou the subject of telegraphic
communication between Caleutta and Bombay which the Government
- of India in a letter to the Seccretary of the Chamber of Commerco,
Caleutta, dated January 15th 1862, have stated that they are propared
to hand over to a private company.

The object of this communication is to inform the Seeretary of Stato
for India in Council that having been for several years in charge of the
Tolegraph Department of the Bast Indian Railway T am now engnged
in taking measuros for cuzying out tho objects referred to in the above
Tetter. .

There is one objection which Ifear in the existing state of the arrange-
anent will probably be fatal to'the project of raising any capital for the
purpose, which is that it is not made to appear that the intontion'of
the Goverimment would bo, as I assumo, to retain their own lines oxclu-
sively for their own special messages. '

Of course, if it were tobe used in competition with the proposed
private line no shareholders would be prepared to raise capital for an
undortaking as to which they could form no estimate of its returns.

If the intention of the Government on this point is made clear 1'shall
have no difficulty in forming a company with adequate capital to carry
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out the undertaking, and T shall bo glad to receive a reply in ordor to
enablo me to complete the nocessary arrangements,

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obodiont servant,
(S4.)  CHARLES C. ADLEY.

B.)
Ixpis Orricr, S. W,,
8th April 1862.

Si~TI am directed by the Secrctary of State for India in Council to
acknowledgo the receipt of your lettor of the Ist instant regarding pro-
posod arrangements for establishing tho second line of telegraph be-
tween Caleutta and Bombay, the construction of which the Government
India have in a recent lettor to tho Chamber of Commorce signified
willingness to intrust to a private company.

You desire that it should ho made clear that it is tho intention of
Government. “o retain their own line exclusively for their own special
messages,” but I am directed to point out that tho letter to the Cham-
bor of Commeree not only expresses no such intention, but vory
distinetly shows that it is intended to continue to the publie, notwith-
standing the establishment of a privato line, the priviloge of sending
private messages by the Government line, at ratos not loss than thoso
charged by the proprictors of tho private line.

T am,
. Sir,
Your obedicnt servant,

: ) Sd.)  J. G BARING.
©. C. ADLEY, Bso. (, ) :

©)
7, KunsiNeroy Panace GARDENS,
» June Gth, 1862,
Dear Siwe—1 have carefully examined the papers you have sent
‘ S
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lish of a “1in;:of legraphi

me rogarding. the
communication between Caleutta and Bombay. I am sory I
cannot at tho present timo pledgo myself to undertake hoveafter the
organization of a company for working it ; but if the Government of
TIndia should undertake to stipulato in their concession that the Go-
vornment and tho railway tolegraphs shall bo distinotly restricted
to Government and railway messages, that is so long as tho company,
which it is proposed to form, shall continue to work the lino with
satisfackion and without intorraption, I will, if T am in the country, do
all in my power to assist your views, and in the possible event of my
absonco or inability from press of other engagements I am assured
that Sir Macdonald Stephenson, to whom I have mentioned the
subject, will do whatover is necessary to carry out the views of Govern-
sient, But the restriction of the existing telographs to the mes-
sages of Government and of the xail is an indispeusable condition of
success as no capitalist will otherwise look at it for a moment.
You may thereforo xely on cither onc or the other of us, porhaps
on both, in this matter. . .
' Yours truly,

(Sd.) ~JOHN C. MARSHMAN.
¢. C. ADLEY, Eso.

BENGAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 22nd August 1862,

€. C. ADLEY, Esa., :

3, Storey's Gate, St. James' Park, Tondon.
Stm,—Your lottors of tho 8th April and 106h June, relative to the
construction of a saparate line of telegraph between Caleutta and
Bombay, camo duly to hand and have been submitted to the Com-
mitteo of tho Chamber. of Commerce, by whom I am dircoted to
stato that they have well considered the subject which you have been
good enough to bring to their notice, and it will be a matter of satis-
faction to thom to sco tho means of telegraphic communication be-
tween the two presidencies (and generally throughout the couritry) so
increased as to meet the increasing demand for that materially essen-

tial accommodation.
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The Committce having been furnished by the Government of India

* with a copy of their reply to your roference learn that the Governor-

General in Clouncil is unable o accedo to-the points chicfly nrged by
you, and they approhiend that though the concessions made thorein aro
not so liberal as asked for they are as large as the Government are
likely to make, |

T have, &e.,

H. W. I. WOOD,

Seeretary.

Bexean Cramser or CoMMERCE,
Caloutta, 6th August 1862.
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq.,

Secy. to the Govt. of Indic, Home Department.

S, —Tho Committco of the Chamber of Commerce having been
“informed by Mr. C. Adley, Superintendent of the Telegraph Depart-
mont of the B. I. Railway, now in England, that'ho has addressed tho
Government of India on the subject of forming a company at home
for the construction of an independent telegraph on theline botween
Chleutta and Bombay, which the Government in their letter of 15th
January lnst to the Chamber said they were prepared to sanction, T
am desired to equest you will do the Committce the favor of stating
what orders have been passed by His Txeellency the Viceroy on My,
* Adley’s propositions, and of furnishing them with a copy of the reply
which has been sent to Mr. Adley to enable theni to consider what
degree of encouragement tho proposed scheme can receive from the
*Chamber of Commereo. '

T have the honor to be, .,

H. W. I. WoOD,

Secretary.




ex]

No. 4066,

Froxt

‘A, M. MONTEATH, Esq:,

Under-Seey. to the Govt. of India,

To

H. W. I WOOD, Esc.,

Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Comumerce.
Dated Fort William, the 9th August 1862.

Tome Dept.

Stx,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
the Gth instant, and in roply to for-
ward for the information of the
Chamber. of Commerce a” copy of the lettor* addressed o Mr. Adley
in respect of his pmposici‘on relative to the formation of a company
for tho cstablishment of an independent tcleﬂmph on the line between
Caleutta and Bombay.

* Dated 7th August 1862, No. 4004,

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obediont servant,

A. M. MONTEATH,

. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Indic.
No. 4004.
Trox
E. C. BAYLEY, Tso.,
Seey. to the Government.of India,
To
C. C. ADLEY, Eso.,
8, Storey’s Gate, St. James’ Parly, London.
. Dated Fort TFilliam, the 6th August 1862.
Ylome Dept.
Elee. Tel.

Sm,—T am divected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter datod

exli

the 10h of June, on the subject of the establishnient by private
entorprise of a line of telegraph between Caleutta and Bombay.

2. Tn the Gth paragraph of your lotter you specify certain condi-
tions as being necessary to form the basis of the torms of any agree-
ment that may be entered into between the Govermment and the
proposed telegraph company.

8. o first and second of theso proposals (quoted in the margin)

«hat thie Government of. India grant to the proposed  1H¢ Governor Ge-
telegraph company the exelusive privilege of erecting & . neral in Council is
private telegruph between Caleutta and Bombay, and
that xistence of such a company, and their  unable to accede to.

sfaction, no othier company o companics  The  Government
d to convey any private messuges between
above places of any Kind whatsoever.” charges, it has been
. That the Goyernment shall ot compete with the § )
proposed_company in any way whatsoever, but wil  Aiready announced,
yeserve: their own line exelusively for Government pur-  will not be reduced
poscs.”

Delow $hoir prosent
rates, or below any lower rato which & privato telograph company - on
the same lino may hereaftor adopt ; and on.this point no further
concession can, the Governor-General in Council conceives, be fairly
asked by, any private company, nor would it be consistent With regard

" to what is justly due to the public intorests to grant it.

4. With regard to the altcrnative course suggested in' your letter,
that permission should be given to the railway companics to accom-
modate tho daily incrcasing wants of the publie, I am desired to
state.that the Governrent has determined to withdraw generally the
restriction ab present placed on xailway companies as to the convey-

ance of private messages from and to places between which there may

De a Government telograph ; and the railway companies will, there-
foro, bo free in futtire to receive and forward such messagos, irres-
pective of the- existence of Government lines of telegraph. This
concession will be at onee notified in this country.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obediont servant}

(Signed)  E. C. BAYLEY,

Sesy. to the Gout. of Fudic.
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CONSTRUCTION BY GOVERNMENT OF A SECOND
LINE OF TELEGRAPH TO BOMBAY.

Bexean CiraMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caloutta, 14th August 1862,
T. C. BAYLEY, Esa., )
Secy. to the Govt. of Tndia, Ilome Department.

S1r,—Tt would greatly facilitate inquirics which are being made
relativo to the formation of a company for constructing an electric
telograph between Caleutta ‘and Bombay if information could be
obtained upon some points of the scheme which the promoters are
desirous of receiving, and as this information can, it is believed, be at
once given by the Director General of the Government Telegraph,
I have been d to submit this lication for the following
returns :—

1. Annual cost of telograph establishment,

Gross amount of receipts from private messages.
Ditto Government ditto.

No. of miles.

» posts.

» wires.

5, stations.

6. Estimated cost of block. ’

o

Trusting it is in your power to permit Colonel Douglas to give
these details.

i T have the honor to be, d.,
H. W. I WOOD,

Seeretary.

exliii

No. 4424,
Frow
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq,
Secy. to the Government of India,
To
H. W.'I. WOOD, Esq.,
Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Datcgl Tort William, the 21st August 1862.
Home Dept.

Srm,—1 am directed 4o acknowledge tho receipt of your letter
dated the 14th instant, and fn compliance with the request therein
contained to furnish the following information on the points indicat-
¢d by the Chamber in connection with the working of the Govern-
ment Tolographs in India i—

(L) Annual cost of tolegraph

« pireetor Gone: T establishment Rs. 13,82.176%
rlduditorand - (IL) Gross amount of reccipts .
Working charges 13,30788  from private’ messagos v 5,48,583
Tosis  (TIL) Gross amount of reccipts
from Government messages ... 1,25,841

2. The information on the lst point hasbeen obtained from the
‘budget estimate of the Tolegraph Department- for 1861-62, and
that on the 2nd and 3rd points from the return of collections for the
yonr 1861-62 rendered by the Direotor Genoral of Telegraphs in
India. . L
3. Tho information desired by the Chamber on the remaining three
points noticed in your lettor is mot immediately available in this
office, but.will be furnished as soon asit is procured from the office
of the Director General. .

) T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
E. . BAYLEY,
Secy. to the Govt. of Indic.
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Brxaan Cuavper or CodMERCE,
Caloutta, 30k Angust 1862,
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq., :
Seoretary to the Government of Tndia,
Home Department.

Sm,—The Committoe of the Chamber of Commorce dircet me to
acknowledge the reccipt of your lettor No. 4424 of the 21sb instant,
and to thank you for the information therein furnishod.

They observe however, that the annual cost of establishment and
gross recoipts on account of private messages and Government telo.
grams are given as for tho Telograph Department thronghout Tdia ;
but the information they more particularly meed, is in respect ci-
clusively of the line bebween this and Bombay, upon which alone the
construction of a soparate telegraph is contemplated, and to which my
Ietter of the 14th instant had speeial reference.

The Committee, I am desired to add, will be very gratoful for in-
formation. upon this section of the Government telegraph in the form
already submitted.

Thave the honor to be, de.,
H W. I W00D,

Seeretary.

No._ 4730,
Trox
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq,
Seorelary to the Government of Tndia,
To
H. W. I WOOD, Tsa.,
Seeretary to the Bengal Clamber of Commaree,
Dated Fort Wiliiam, the 3rd September 1362,
Tlome Department,
Elee, Telegraph.
S, —With reference to your Tetter dated 306 nltimo, T am
divected to inform you that the Director General of Telegraphs in Tudin

exly

has been called upon in supersession of previous orders to furnish
information on all the six points indicated in your first communication
of ‘thie 14th idem in connection with the working of the Government
telegraph line from Caleutta to Bombay, and that as soon as the infor-
mation is obtained it will be furnished $o you.
' 1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
. Your most obedient servant,
L. C. BAYLEY,

Secretary to the Government of India.

No. 5033,
From
* E. C. BAYLEY, Esquins,
A Secretary fo the Government of Indic,
To
H. W. I. WOOD, Esquirg, .
Seerctary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Dated Fort William, the 17th ,S'cj?lc:rxbur‘ 1862.
Tlome Dept.
Elec, T

S1r,—With reference to the correspondence noted in the margin,
I am directed to forward o
To the Seey. to Chamber of Commeree,

dntod 15th Jany. 1862, No, ggo YO Phe accompanying’ copy

From ditto, dated- 6th Angust 1862 of a letter from the Director

To ditto, dated 9th ditto » No. 4066 G al .

Trom ditto, dated 14th ditto . General of Telegraphs in
o ditto, dated 218t ditto No. 4424 Tndia, dat, 3rd insts

From ditto, dated 30th ditto . S, on ed tho 3rd instant,

To ditto, dated 37d Sept.  ,, Ko. 4730 No. 1152, and to state that

. unless the Chamber can as-

sure the Government that there really is fair reason to expect the

formation of a company which will be in a position fo carry oub the

construction of o private lino of  tolegraph between Caleutta hnd

Bowbay during the ensuing fuir season, giving sconrity for Hho com.

pletion of the line within that lime, the Governor-General in Council

0
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considers that the gencral interests of the public make it essential and Béllary, and evon with this rolief the N: W. litic is still unable
that no further time should be lost in putting up a sccond Govern- 4 satisfactorily to perform the work of it.
ment wire. In Home Office No. 360 of the 15th Jan. last to the Secretary to
I’ have the honor to b, R tho Chambor of Commerce, the following passage ocours :— | )
- - E R 1t has beon for sometimo in contemplation to put up a sccond RIS - .
Sir, . wire in theline hetveen Caleutta and Bombay, butthe Governor-General f
Your most obedient servant, AN in Council is quite prepared to sanction the construction of an in- 1

E: C. BAYLEY, dependent Telograph on that line (which of all others presents i .

the most likely prospect of a remuncrative business) by a private
Seerctary to the Government of India. company, if any persons are willing to undertake it. Six months, it
. is presumed, is suflicient time to allow for the formation of such a
. | company, and if within that time measures aro seriously faken for

Ro. 115 ! cffecting the objéet in view by private enterprize the Govermment
Frox . will abstain from putting up a second wire.” .
Licvr. Coroxrr C. DOUGLAS, With reference to the above I have refrained from pressing the

necessity of the second wire. The six months however allowed by Go-

Director General of Telegraphs in India. " N A )
, vermnent for the formation of such  privato company having expired

To ' on the 15th of July last, and there apparently being no prospect of .
L. C. BAYLEY, Ese, such a company being formed, I think it desirable to again bring tho i : I
Secy. to the Gont. of India. I question of the second line to Bombay before the Government. CIine . S

Dated Caleutta, 3rd September 1862.

I have, &,

Sim,—In my No. 1526 of the 12th Septombor 1861, T suggestod ‘ )
to tho Government the desirability of a sccond wire on the line from (81). C. DOUGLAS, Lieut.-Col.,
Allahabad to Bombay for the cfficient transaction of the business Director Genl. of Telegraphs in Indi.
of the stations between Caleutta and Bombay. :

In that letter T endeavoured to shew the nccossity of the measure ! ! tang
recommended’; T need not therefore enter into any recapitulation, i Benares and Agra, along which section the main lino to Bombay has
i to serve the puwrpose of an omnibus line to the great delay of the

P. 8.—The pressure under ordinary circumstance is chiefly between

In the Gth para. of iny letter I stated that any improvement on the

then dopressed state of trade would render the present single wiro Sl through correspondence.  Should reasons exist against a double line

unequal o $ho work it would bo required to porform, That, autici- | for tho entire distance asked,  these may not extend to. the placing of

pation has been realized. The rocent rise in the price of cobton a second wire on the present posts of the section in question. ;
. increased the number of private messages during the month of July 1y o D ; - -

last 56.41 por cent. over those of the preceding year. This'increaso . g el ) oc

of business lins choked the N. Y. Tine to such an extent ‘that contie I (True Copy) j -

ious working day and night has failed to clear the messages tha s 11 =

coomalated i the offces, and Lwas obliged fo dircet tho h'::n::l:issin: A. M. MONTEATH, ; s

of messages heneo to Bombay by the East Coast Line throngh Madras

Under-Secretary 1o the Government of - India, ‘
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BeNeaL CHAMBER OF -COMMERCE,

: ) - Culoutta, 244 Sepfember 1862.
E. C. BAYLEY, Esa, '
) Seoritary to the Goveniiiont of Tudia, )
. Home Department.

818,—I am directed by the Committec of the Chamber of Com-
merce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 5033 of the 17th
instant, and to state in reply that owing to the short interval between
receipt of that ication and the it of the work-
ing season, the Committee are not in a position to assure the Govern-
ment that a private company can be formed which will undertake to
carry out the line during tho ensuing fair scason, and give security
for. its completion during that time.

T have the honor to be, de.,
H. W. I. WOOD,
Secretary.

No. 5396.
Frox
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of India,
To
H. W. 1 WOO0D, Esq.,
Secrctary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Dated Fort William, the 30 Sept. 1862.
Home Dept.
Elec. Tel.

Sir,—With referonce to- your letter dated the 24th instant, I am
divected to transmit to you, for the information of the " Chamber,

exlix

the accompanying copy of a letter this-day addressed to the Director
Goneral of Telegraphs in India, authorizing the construction of a

++ second telegraph wire between Allahabad, or Benares, and Bombay.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
E. C. BAYLEY,
Secretary to the Govt. of India.

(Cory.)
No. 5397.
From ’ ~
E. C. BAYLEY, Ese.,

Secretary to the Government of India.

To
Lizur.-Cor. C. DOUGLAS, :
Director Goneral of Telegraphs in Tndia.
Dated Fort William, the 30t Sept. 1802,
Tome Dept.
Elee. Tel.

Str,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated

rd insta . 52,
To Seey. Bcng'ﬂ Chamber of Commerce, the 3rd instant No. 1152,

ed 17th Sept. 1862, No, 5033, and in reply to transmit to
you the ‘accompanying copy
of a correspondence on the subject with the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce, and to state that the Governor-General in Council now
authorizes your taking steps for the construction of a second telegraph
wire between- Allahabad and Bombay, or between Benares and
Bombay, whichever scems preferable.

From ditto ‘Gt 2sth "

IERRNREREE]
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2. With reference to what is stated in the postseript of your
Ictter, the Governor-General in Council hopes that you will be en-
abled to ensure the completion of a sccond wire at least as far as Agra
before the commencement of the monsoon of 1863.

3. It is presumed that provision has been made in the budget esti-
mate for somuch of this work as will require disbursement of funds
during the current year 1862-63.

I havo the honor o be, .,
(S1) .. BAYLEY,
Secretary to the Government of India.
(A true Copy)
. : ' E o BAYLEY,

Seeretary to the Government of India.

APPENDIX N. (1. o

COTTON CULTIVATION.

BENGATL CHAMBER 0F COMMERGE, -
Caloutta, 11th August 1862,
Corover H. M. DURAND, C. B,
Secretary to the Govt: of India, Foreign Depdrtment.

S1r,—The anxiety of the Government of India regarding the in-
croased production of cotton in this country, and the means for
facilitating its transmission from the districts where it is cultivated to
ports and places whence it can be exported, has no doubt been large-
ly shared by all the local governments and administrations to whom
the Government Resolution, of 28th February last was communicited :

and probably to none of those authorities has this important subject

recommended itself with stronger interest than to the present Chicf
Commissioner of British Burmah.

Colonel Phayre’s earnest attention has long been given to the
cultivation of cotton in the provinces under his administration, and
with reference to his reported approaching departure from Rangoon
on a nission o the court of Ava, it is respectfully submitted for the
consideration of His Excellency tho Viceroy that the opportunity should
not be lost of urging upon the king’s attention that if the production
of . cotbon were wiscly and liberally -encouraged by His Majesty,
the most advantageous results would surely flow both to his own
poople, engaged in its cultivation, and to the European merchants,
whose enterprise would carry them into the cotton producing dis
and enable them to purchase the produce for cash, or obtain it in
exchange for the manufactures of forcign countrics.

5y

The great ond in view could not be more suceessfully wrged

thau by the personal rep jons of the Chief C
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and the Committeo of the Chamber of Commerce trust His Tx.
cellency the Governor General in Cowreil will permit them to ro-
quest that Colonel Phayre’s attention may be directed to this as one
of the most uscful objects of his contemplated mission.,

T lave, &c.,
H. W. 1. WOOD,

Secretary.

I
3
<
=
L

Frox )
Tug SECRETARY ro rie GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
To ‘ :

. Tz SECRETARY to rur BENGAL .
CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated Fort, William, 26th August 1862,

Foreign Dept.
Tolitical.

Str,—In reply to your letter of the 11th instant, suggesting that
opportunity should be taken of Col. Phayre’s intended visit to the
court of Ava to urgo upon the king the advantages to be derived
from an inereased cultivation of cotton in his dominions, I am direct-
ed'bo state, for the iformation of the Chamber of Commerce, that

" the Chicf Commissionor of Pritish Burmal, with a view to your com-
being given his consideration, has been furnished with a
copy of your lotter.

1 liave the honor to bo,
© osin, )
Your most obedicnt servant,
H. M. DURAKD,
Searetary to the Gort, of Indi,

APPENDIX N. (@)

COTTON CULTIVATION.

. No. 498
Frowx

Trr SECRETARY ro irn GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

To
Tuz SECRETARY o tun BENGAL
[ CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Dated Fort William, the 5th September 1862,
Foreign Dept.
Revenue.

Si=,—I am directed by the Governor General in Council to forward
herewith for the information of tho Chamber of Commerce, a copy of
aletter from the Agent to the Governor General for Contral India,
No. 58, dated 18th ultimo, with & request that the Chiamber will be

- good enough to oblige the Government with an expression of their

opinion, how the wants, expericnced by the native chiefs under the
Central Indin Agency in their plans for the increased production of
cotton, can best be satisfied.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

H. M. DURAND,

Secretary to the Government of  India.
Li2
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(Corv)
No. 58 of 1862.
Gonl, No. 202.
TFrox
Masor R. J. MEADI,
Agent, Governor General, for Central India,
To
Coroxzr H. M. DURAND, C. B., |
Secretary to the Government of India.
Dated Tndote Residency, 18th August 1862.
Torcign Dept. ¢
General.

Sir,—In continuation of my letter No. {'f; of date 18th ultimo,
I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellency
tho Governor General in Council, that the chiefs as per margin® have

: followed the cxample set by the Nawab of

* Taju of SO Jowra, and have abolished all duties on cotton

within their respective torritories.

2. Ihave addressed ecach of these chiefs in suitable terms, com-
mending their adoption of this liberal measure,

3. T take the opportunity of mentioning that many of the chiefs
undor this Agency have begun to comprehend and appreciate the pro-
able effects on, and advantages to, this country of the present cobton

. crisis in England, and that they have expressed a desive to increase
the general cultivation of this staple to the utmost extent possible.

4. Thavo taken much pains on every suitable occasion, to explain
to all concerned tho chief causes which have hitherto prevented Indian
cottons competing in price in the English market with that of Amorica
and other countries, which may be briefly stated as :—

1st. Inferior and careless cultivation, and the use of inferior seed.

2nd. Carclessnoss in gathering the crop, the bolls bheing allowed to
fall on the ground and being collected therefrom, ‘instead of being
regularly plucked from the tree when ripe.

Srd. The injurious method commonly adopted of extracting the
seeds and partially clearing tho cotton from the dirt and foreign

‘employed for

cly

subslances which get mixed with it while lying on the ground, by
which the staple is seriously damaged, and to some extent unfittod
for the purposes of the spinner and manufacturer. .

5. A general desire has been expressed by all the chicfs to devote
more attention and care to the cultivation of this article on the
poiuts adverted to above, 0 as to improve its quality so far as may
be found possible, —and the Nawabs of Jowra, and Baoni in Buu-
dellkund, have requested me to eudeavour fo procure for them a sup-
Dly of American cotton seed, while many of the other chiefs would
also be glad to get some.

6. T am not aware if any arangements have beon made by the
Manchester or any other cotton association for supplying good scod,
where such is thus applicd for ; but I think it is most important that
the means should be avai

ablo for promptly complying with such
requests, and I trust it may be in your power to put mo in the way
of obtaining for' the above purpose auy quantity of good seed that
may be required,

The sowing scason has passed for this yoar, but it will be well to
make befimes such arzangements in this respech as are requisite to
onsure the issue of full supplics of sced for next’ season to those

, applying thorefor.

7. Next to good seed, simple and cheap cotbon gins, or cleaning
machines, and conveniently situated sorew presses, for serewing and

scouring the bales for transib, are tlic things most nriently roquired

to facilitate the despateh in good condition of carefully cultivated
cotton. :

8. Several descriptions of cleaning machines have been invented,
and offorts have een made by various officers to bring them into

general use; butnone of them that T have scen are popular with
the natives, and thoy have not as yob, to any usoful cxtout, in theso
par

cdod the common native gin, which has been
pose from time fumerorisl.

Tixbremo simplicity and lowness of price aro essentinl to the general
introduction of an improved cloaning machine, and it s quite hope-
Tess o oxpoot thet the poor eultivators and cleancrs of cobton will pay
taventy rupees for such o machine, when that ordinaxily used by them
does ot cost ane rpee.

0. With respect fo coltont presses, {here is oty that T am awaie of,
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asingle one within the limits of this agency ; that formerly at Calpee
has not, Lam informed, been in use since the inutiuy.

It seems to me to bo impossible o over-stimate the injury that
huge loose unserewed bales of eotton must meet with, while in transit

on bullocks for considerable distances over dusty roads, many miles of
which perhaps run through thorny jungles which abstract a portion
of its contents from cach bale; but for this there can be no remedy,
#ill local presses are established at the most gencrally convenient placo
in each cotton district ; and, assuch presses require a considerable

outlay in the first instance, I see little present hope of their introduc-

tion by the native chiefs themselves,

Such a ivmss is much required at Bhind, which is the chief empo-
rium of the cotton grown in the noxth
from which there is a large and inercasing export of this staple: to
Caleutta via Etawah.

astern districts of Gwalior, and

T have the honor to be, &e.,
(S0.) R J. MEADE,
Agent, Govr.-Genl., for Central Tndia.
(True Copy)
JW

S. WYLLIE,
0fg. Under-Secy. to Govt. of India.

BENGAL Craamer or COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 25th September 1862,
Coroxpr II. M. DURAND, C. B,
Sceretary to the Government of India,
Foreign Department.

Sir,—I have submitted to the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce your lottor No. 408 of the 5th instant together with copy
of ‘the communication from the Agent to the Governor-General for
Gentral India, No. 58 of ihe 18th ultimo.

The Comumittee desire me to express the satisfaction with which
they have received the announcement that the Raja of Scetamow and
the Raja of Sillana’have abolished all duties on cotton: within their

elvil

respective territorics, and they trust that this wise and liberal policy
will be speedily adopted by other chiefs in Central India.

1tis also gratifying to learn that the rajos and native gentlemen
aro arriving at a vight appreciation of the importanco of a lugely
extended cultivation of that staple, and that they are beginning to
estimate correctly the great advantages which will result to this
country from its increased production.

In considering the communication from Major Meado to your
address tho Committeo beg leave to convey the opinion dhat his
suggestions on the general question are exceedingly judicious, and
their hope that his continued exertions in the promotion of cotton
cultivation in the districts under his Agency will result in the material
cxtension and  development of a mosi important branch of the
agricultural industry of British India.

His Bxcellency the Governor-General in Council having been pleas-
ed to scek the opinion of the Chamber s to the best means of satisfy-
ing the wants oxperienced by the native chiefs in their plans for the

increased production of cotton, the Committee respectfully submit,

the following remarks for His Lordship’s consideration.

Among the measures which the Government can reasonably be recon-
mended to adopt in direct aid of the great ohject in view the following
appear the most practicahle and the most likely to be immediately
Deneficial. . '

Tt i d, firstly, that Gover should procure an amiple sup-
ply of the hest and freshest exotic cotton sced, to he imported into Cal-
cutta, Madras, and Bombay by March or April 1863, ab the latest, thus
arriving in time to bo despatched to the interior for distribution,
through Government Agency,
scason, in all parts of Tudia where cotbon may bo eultivated,

Tho Jocal Agents of the Manchester Cotton Supply Association are,
it is elioved, ready and most willing to undertake the charge of

at the commencement of next sowing

Dbuying the sced wherever it may be procurable, cither in America,
Brazil, or Tgypt, and having it packed ‘and shipped to Indix, if the
Government would reimburse the actual cost of seed and incidental
expenses, no romuncration being required by the Assoo

It is rather an agricultural than a commercial question which
variety of sced should preferably bo supplied ;-this, it is apprehend-
ed, depending in a great measure on the soil : but where the Ameri-

w

Sl
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can vaieby succeeds Egyptian also, it is bolieved, succceds, and has
proved itsclf if anything rather the hetter adapted of the two to tho
climate. of India : and the Government would thercfore. probably
give more attention to the Beyptian than the American scod, as the
former could be procured in any quantity and forwarded cither direct
by steamer from Suoz, or from Liverpool by sailing vessel. The
Consul General in Tgyps, if addressed by the Govornment of Indix,
would excrt himself in soeing that the seed shipped from Tgypt was

of the Dest kind and in sound condition : theso points are very essen-
tial, as if the seed should fail to germinate tho natives would be dis-
cowraged from again sowing it.

American eotton sced might be obtained from the state of Temmes-
see and supplied thence through the morth, and it is believed that
the seed from this interior district might be bettor adapted to the
climate of Tndia than that produced nearer the coast.

If the Government of India resolves to carry ot this suggestion
210 time should be lost, as although the - Tgyptian sced conld be ob-
tained ithin three or four months, it would require six mouths or
more if the seed were ordered from the more distant countries of
Brazil and the States of North America.

A ton (20 ewt.) of Bgypbian sced would cost about £6 in Alexandria :
the P. and 0. Company’s ordinary froight is high—viz £20 per ton,
but probably the Government might contract for the transport of
any cousiderable quantity at a more moderate rate. Possibly the
Company might bring the scod froight-froe. :

I the Government could ascortain the probable breadth of lnd
prepared for cotton cultivation the quantity of seed which would
be roquired could be easily estimated, as about 31b. of good frosh
sced will suffice to sow an English acre.

But, secondly, good sood alone will not produce good cobton, unless
the tillage is very considerably improved and carefully attended to ;
and the Committoo suggest that it would e uscful if practical ins.
tructions on cotton planting were plainly translated into the native
¥ and

distributed ' thronghout the cotton growing districts.
« Uotton Cultivation in its various details,” by Gibbs of London, con-
tains much practicably usoful information : so does “ Medlicott’s
Cotton Handbook,” recently published, and ¢ Gotton,” by Dr. J. W.
Mallet.  The Agricultural Socicty will shortly publish in their

clix

journal a valuable and very practical essny on cotton planting in
India by Dr. Shortt of Chingleput, and other papers by other contri-
butors, bearing directly” on the subject under consideration. The
essontial parts of these works and communications might bo gathered
togeilier and translated, so as to form a manual for the native cotton
planter, to whom it might be distributed gratuitously.

Thirdly, as regavds gins the Committeo are of opinion that unless
the native farmor can afford to purchise thoso of Turopean manufac-
ture (Dunlop’s and Forbes’ aro the best yet invented, and cost £3 to £5
each in England) he had better continue to use the common country
churka, until European establishments ave formed, which would
employ the most improved machines, and to which the native might
take his cotton, in the seed, to be cleaned, weighed, sold,.and packed.

The services of the Cotton Supply Association would in this respect
also be of uso to Government, who might import a few gins and sup-
ply them at cost price to those willing to buy them.

Tn Major Meade’s remarks regarding the loss and injury sustained
in transporting loose bales of ‘cotton and the necessity for local serew-
ing presses, the Committee fully concur : the establishiment of presses
would unquestionably prove of the greatest utility, and they would be
glad to sce the Government import and erect packing presses ab the
places, specially referred to : such an undertaking would probably be
more than self-supporting. It would of course be proforable if thiswero

dertaken by private ciiterprise, but as immediate ction is all impor-

tant the Government might under the circumstances take the initiative.

Tinally, the Committeo represeut tho great import
the means of communication with the cotton districts in Central India,
Dy the construction of roads and bridges where nocessary, and by
Keeping in repair thoso roads and bridges which already cxist, but
which have at many points fallen into such disrepair as to be almost

of-improving

uscless.  And scarcely sccond in importance to arterial and branch
roads is that of the constriiction of canals available alike for navi-
gation and for irrigation, which, the Committee believe, would not only
be of incstimable advantage to the agriculture and commerce and
general well being of the country, but would bo eminently remuner-
ative as commercial undertakings.
I have, &e.,
CH. W, L WO0OoD,

Seeretary.
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COTZON CULTIVATION.

Bexean Coaypur oF COMMERCE,

Caleutta, 26tk September 1962,

Tor SECY. ro GOVT., N. W. PROVINCES, .
AGRA.

Str,—Iam desired by tho Committee of the Bengal Chamber of
Commeree to represent that, at this moment when so much attention
is drawn to the condition of cotton cultivation in India, it would be
of considerable interest to havo, possession of hrustworthy reburns
of the area of land under cotton eultivation this year, as compared
with previous seasons ; and the Committee direct me to request you
will be so good as to submit to the Licutenant-Governor their applica-
ton for such information in cotton districts of the N. W. Provinces,
and with which they trust His Honor will be ablo to comply.

1 have tho honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

H. W. I WOOD,

Secrelary,

clxi
No. 26604 or 1862,
Froxt . :
J. D. SANDFORD, Esq., . .,

Under-Secretary fo the Goct. of the N. 1. Provinees,

H. W. L WO0OD, Esa, P
Seeretary to the Benigal Chamber of Commerce, Caledta.

Dated Nynee Tal, the Ot of October 1862,
General Dept.,

N.W. T

Str,—In reply to your lefter dated the 26th of last month, T am
directed to forward to you, for the informa-
tion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the
accompanying supplement to the Official Gazetie
of theso provinces, containing papers relating to the production of
cotton in the North-western provinces, which will shew the arca
of land under cotton cultivation last year, and to state that the
Sudder Board of Revenue have already called for similar infor-
mation for this year, which will be communicated without loss of
time, )

Dated Tuesday, July
22, 1862,

1 Have thé honor to by,
Sir,
Your most obedient servans,
J. D. SANDTORD;
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of the N. W, Provinces.
Copy of Mr. Wood’s letter, dated the 26th of Scptember 1862, and
of the above one sent to the Scerctary to the Sudder Board of Re-
venue of the N. W. Provinces, for the Board’s information.
OrriciaL Pavers.
The following papers relating to the production of cotton in the
North-western Provinees, are published for general information :—
w
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No. 470.

G. H. M. BATTEN, Eso.,

Seey., Sudder Board of Tevenue,

WP,
Allahabad.

Sir GEORGE COUPER, Baror axn C. B., -
Seey. to Government, N. 1. Provinces.
Daed Allahabad, the 248l June 1862.

" Sm—Inreply to the orders of Government in the General De-

partiment, dated the 30th of Soptembor last,

No. 2578 A, I am direcied by the Sudder

. Present: Bonrd of Revenue to state for the information

e pviorsof the Hom’hle the Licutenant Governor, that

the questions regarding the cotton crops in

these provinces were cireulated in. November last, and the replics

have reference to the crop then on the ground, that is, the érop sown

in the end of Juno 1861 and gathered towards the close of that
year.

2nd.—An abstract of the replies is enclosed. Three of the reports

are forwarded in orjginal* as containing in-
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is separated as sced, &e. The seod (Benoula) is used for feeding
cattle, and fotehes from 13 aunas to 1 rupee per maund.

5th.—The mavket prices for cleaned cotton vary from 9 and 10
rupees per mannd in the western: districts, to 12 and 13 in the
eastern. In the following table an average rate of Rs. 11 per
maund has beon assumed; and an averago rate of produce ordinarily

b 1 maund of cleaned cotton por acro.

6th—The districts of Dola, Kumaon, and Gurlowal aro omitted,
the cultivation being confined to « few hundred acres for local con-
sumption. The Benares division is also omittod ; tho crop as staple
for oxport is wnknown ; it is only oceasionally sown, (mixed gencrally
with other crops,) for domestic use. The sole exception is in ono
tuppa of M

apore, (Oproudh, bebween the viver Beylun and the
Rewah Hills) where 3,000 acres grown with cotton are said to yield
some 24 seers per acre. Cotton is not cultivated in Gorwckpoor.

iz
EEN
ZEZ] g
) &
" ©5 P
Distriet.  |ngp 3 23 ReatamEs.
BEITS 28
2Z25% 28
= B

s { A portion exported to the
5,93,25013 Punjab and @ “portion  east-

[ |seturunpoor ..

* From Coliector
My gur)

- Collector
Banda. -
g

missioner of Jaloun.

Deputy Com-

of  formation of intercst.

of  Srd.—In regard to the average yield per acre,
« great variety of statement will be observed ;
the estimate ranging from 6 maunds of -

dleancd cotton, as low as 2; and for cleaned
cotton from 1 maund 35 scexs, down to 30 seer
is partly to bo accounted for by tho v

and even less.  This
ous yields of different soils,

rendering it difiicult to strike an average ; and partly by the fact that
cotton, especially in the south-castern patts, is often sown along with
anothor crop (as Arolaur, Til, &e.,) and therefore what is represented
as the out-turn of an acre may be only part of the crop grown upon
tps the following estimates may Dbe taken as near the
. uncleaned cotton, from 4 to 6 maunds ; cleaned cotton,
from 1} to 2 maunds,

4th.—1In cleaning the cotton, two-thirds of the material in weight

S L,
o | IMoznermuggar | 17,000] 23,500 ““’5“"1‘0..33-7."f three-fourthy exported
] 1 ne.]
.E( Meernt, 36,000, 51,000] 5,91,000] {cxl.mmq" .‘«““‘
7 | [Boolundshuhur | 15,000 25,000{ 2,75,000] {‘\_“L;\x;:’!‘..r’.x»
S e

i . )
Uanygun 1,65,000 estinnted.
are ex)
Total
{ |Bijnore - 23,0000 31,500 One-half exported eastward.
I toradabad 23,600| 42,000] 4,62,000) f | Que-lf exported to Kumaon
. d castward.
8 £ cported chi
]| —_— 15,500] ,60,500 {Mﬂs:l:\ruc-f:uur(hs exported chicly
I All consumed within the dis-
g . . trict, which inorts -n_consider.
§ | {Boveilly | 0,000 50,0001 5,50,00019 (11" Wnount for further  eon.
& sumption.
{ Insuficient for its own con-
8000 8,000( 85,000 § sl
Total .. 1,100
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JIANSIE,

7l 3
il Bs
; I
2 District. ™ ‘;E REMARKS,
i 41 2%
a ERECE
B
. Aeres. | Mds, | R, Collector estimates at only
\uttra ..| 68,000 90,000] 9,00,00014 50,000 mamnds, of which abous
(63 ,000 are c\pmtcd eastward.
. About three-fourths exported
Agra eo|  73,826) 1,00,000111,10,000, § o onpa,
2| it 26,000 39,000] 420,000 {W:'\‘bout three-fourths sent east-
g
g . { A considerable portion export-
< | |pynpoory 19,000 28,500 Ted eastward.
v sr000]  70,000] 7,70000 {‘ Three-fourths exported east-
IFurruckabad .| 10,000{ - 15,000( 1,65,000 {mﬁ""“ hialf is exported north
Total .| 2,43,826] 3,12,500(37,77,500)
. Avout three-fonrhs exported
& [[owmmpoie «.| ~o3,000] 90,000 1,00,000 { i Ol ot
2 | [Futtehpore .| 24,000( 30,000 8,530,000 “Iwo-thirds exported mumm.
El Bstimate of yicld low, because
£ { [Banda . 89,0000  60,000| 8,80,000;< hardly ever sown alone. About
z seven-cighths exported castward,
] out, threc-fourths are ex-
Alldiabad .. 27,000| 27,000 207,000 ported. to Caleutts, Joungare,
i Goruckpore, &
‘Total ..| ¥,08,000| 2,07,00016,07,000)
Grown for liome consumption,
yield estimated at only 10 scers
Lullutpore .| 2,000 0 0 the acre, probably because mix-
ed with other crops.
“There i$ 5o extensive a earringe
of cotton grown in Independent
States, through Jhansic, _that
Jhansic .| 28,000 28,000! 3,08,000{{ Deputy Commnsmner finds . it
diffical to cstimate tho propor-
tion of his own crop  which
 follows the same course,
[ 'The Deputy Commissioner hns
not_estimated the area. 'n.
sottlement tables  of
(Jaloun .| 40,000 35,000] 3,85,0000{ shew 14 per cent, of cultivated
area under Cotton, and on this
the present cstimato is found-
cd.
The Collector cstimates . the
Humcerpore .| 38,500 54,000| 5,74,000() yicld at only 51 scers per nere,
probably beenuse it s sown
with other erops.
Total .| 1,08,500 97,000/10,67,00
Grand Total...| 9,69,076(11,9,
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7th.—The subjoined table shews the proportion which the area
under cotton bears to the whole cultivated area, excepting the
Jhansie division of which the cultivated area is not yeb ascertuin-
able with exactness.

. Cultivated area by last{Area under cotton
Drvistox. " Survey ™0 1861262,
| Acres,

Meeru, ... 56,750
Rohileund, | 1,41,000
Agra, . , 243,826
Allahabad, 3,128,620 2,03,000
Torar, 14,764,587 i 8,44,576

Thus out of 14} million of acres under crop, about 8,50,000 are
cultivated with cotton, that is about .
8th.—The estimated aggregate out-twi of clean cotton (inclnding
the Jhansie division) is 1,200,000 maunds, equal to 96,000,000 Ibs.
or 857,000 cwts, - OF this probably one quarter is consumed in the
istricts in which it is grown, onoe quarter or somewhat less s export-
od to the north and cast for local constmption, and one-half is ca
castward towards Calentta ; but what proportion is destined for cven-

ied
tual exportation by sea, there is no means of finding out. Besidos
this, there s a constant stroam of carts passing through Bundlecund
northwards to the Jumna, with cotton from the independent states
in Bundleound, Gwalior, &o. The statistics of this trade could, if
necessary, be checked at the ghats on the Jumna.

9th.—A statement of the market rates for cotton at the chief marts
in theso provinces, from the hoginning of 1859 o May 1862, com-
piled from the monthly prices current, is enclosed. It will bé seen that
the prices rango higher in proportion as you go lower towards Cal-
cutta. Tho universal tendency, likewise, is for the rate to rise till
June, when, in the prospect of a good harvest, it suddenly falls, to
rise again after the crop has been absorbed in the market.

10th.—Tt may also be gathered that the prices current are mainly
ruled by the plentifulness or scarcity of the local harvest. The
average rates in 1859 wore boyond all comparison higher than they
have been since, even with all the urgency of the Turopean demand.
Cotton fetched that year from 15 o 22 rupecs a maund.

11th.—And herein lies the difficulty of persuading the people to ex-
tond their cotton sowings. Accustomed to great and constant fluctna-




elxvi

tion in the market rates, they have learued by immemorial experience
1ot to regard the yate whieh provails at the tine of sowing as any in.
dox of what it will be when the harvest is gatheredin, “The home de-
mand exereises but a vague and inappreciable influence upon the crop.
Tt has Jong ceased to o felt direotly by the people. Tt is lost in the
far larger influences arising from the local yield being good or bad.

12¢h.—There was a time when it was otherwise. The traditions of
Settioment 1.t Company’s invostmont still linger
graph 915 written  among the inhabitants of Calpee and

2

* 2r. Mu
yort, para

“the purchases of Government amountod ab one poriod to 40 lakhs
d, t0 18 lakhs.  Since 1830
4he formor hiave been discontintied, and the labter have dwindled down
to ah annual expenditure of barely seven lakhs.”
13th—What was thus done by the How'blo Company in its trading
days, must now be done by the merchants of Lancashire ; and a
permanent supply to any oxtent will then bo scowred. o long as
this is not done, the fluctuations of price in Hiirope, however high
they may temporarily raise the market rate, will produce little effoct
upon the breadth of land brought wnder the cobton crop,
14th—Tho effuet of the dealings of the commercial residency in
Bundleeund, are even' now  traceable
there.# Agents deputed from Mirzaporo
still visit the district and makoe advancos
to the zomindars and eultivators at the time of sowing. In Banda,*

a year, and of private individuals, it is

»See Major Ternaw's Rte-
ot

o

the traders sometimes buy up the crop as
it stands, and clean it. Elsewhere the
cultivators ordinarily seli or bavter their cotton to the village
Dbunmiah, who disposes of it in the nearest market ; or thoy part
with it to brokers, as in Allygwh. The village price, by buying direct
from the cultivator, is stated to be 6 or § annas a maund (from 1 shill-
ing to 1 shilling and G pence per ewt.) lower than the local market
price.  The system of advances to eultivators, or the bespeaking of a
crop, seems (exeepting in Bundleennd) to be little known.

15th.—How differont would have been the state of things from

» Mr. Carpenter's Report.

what we now find

them, if agents
2 from Bnglish

vt with thesd clsses

t they want, and to houses had. Dbeen

Humeerporo, In the former district*

clxvii

arket price dependent upon qualil posted in the best.
e hiad been otherwise. suppose sigen

in all cotton producing distriets  Cotton  tracts in
igent uropean agents" and 000 those provinces ; %

obtain it at «
¢ Suppose
1o have been estal
superinteuded by intel]
page 497, ;
Theadvantages antici by the writer would cer-  if they had held
tainly follow the adeption of the course hie has indicated; s ansactions
nnd they can be seeured by no other. direet transactions
with. the cultiva-

tors, oreven wikh their brokers ; and if tlus a constant demand and
steady price had been brought to boar upon the production of cotton.
The influence of the Buropean market which is now hardly, if at all,
porceptible in regulating the sowings, would then have told in the
most direct and powerful manner.

16¢h.—The example of Calpee must also be followed in the location

of cotton serew

at such agencies. TUnless tho bales are scrowed on
tho spot, the carriage must continue to be slow and expensive. Tt is
undorstood that unsorewed cotton camnot be transported at a profit
Dy tho railway. It is needless in this place to advers to the benofit
that would acerue from the quality of the cotton, and its froedom
from fnpurities being checked by an agont, on the spot.

17#h.—Cotton in these pr
June, or beginning of Julf, on the first sctting in of the xains. If
the commencoment of the rains bo doferred, the sowings are post-

is nvariably sown towards tho end of

poned, and the crop suffors, If the deluy be very great (as unfor-

tunately does sometimes happen) tho erop is lost. ~ Any long suspen-

sion of rain between July and September, also seriously injures its
growth, Sueh contingoncics would of cowrse have o be borne in
mind by English speculators in he cstablishnent of agencies. Tho
crop is gathered from the latter part of October to the beginning of
January. The euly pickings are the best. The plunt is invariably
an annual ; but (in roforence to the question. puit by Government) it
is stated that, wheu allowed to continue in tho ground for a second
year, it still bears at the-same period. -

18¢1.—Tb oceurs to the Board that valuable information regarding
the Company’s cotbon investments in Bundlecund might be obtained
from the old records of the Howble Tast India Company prior to
1830. The modo of procedure in cffecting purchases, the extent to
which advances wero resorted to, and (a serious point) the degres in
which famine or drought affected the investment of the yoar, might
probably be copiously illustrated from hose records,

o T am, &e.,
(S0). G H. M, BATTEN,

Secretary.




PRICES CURRENT OF COTTON FROI 1859 TO MAY 1862,
A83 9.
[The figures denote the price per maung of 801bs.]
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1861,

Districts. (January.| Feb. | March.| April | May. | June. | July. | August.| Sept. |October| Nov. | Dee,
¢, - Saharunpore..| 9 6 0211 8 0‘11 8 0:11 8 ofi1 8 o!o 0 00 008 0038 009 109GC009 7 0
i Meerut 610 0 010 0 010 0 010 0 09 6 68 0 o8 0 09 2 3[8 6 9812 of
L Allygwh 61!0 10 81010 iz s 011 7 012 5 01010 0ofto 0 oftl 7 01010 610 0 o]
| Moradabad 010 10 3:1010 810 0 011 0 61010 810 0 010 0 0/ 9 6 §9IL 29 3 8§
I Bareilly [ 91013 01013012 0 01212 02 0 0 0 0 ofto 0 ¢ 915 0012 910 ¢
Budaon 0 010 .0 00 009 81013 5 410 5 211 0 ol 9 $10/12 9 71010 §{0 0 0O
’ Muttra 0 0jl0 10 810 10 3‘10 10 81010 §10 0 081t 18 0 ¢|l0 0 00 9 010 0 0
! Agra 3 010 0 010 0 010 0 010 0 010 0 0/ 9 0 010 0 c[t0 0 010 0 0912 o &
i Furruckabad..14 4 0[10 10 slu su'y 61fil1s 7118 Tz 713 Aoto U 7 o1ris A 7 o O
| Cawnpore .11 7 013 5 4'13 5 4hs 5 413 5 411 7 o 7 om1 7 o3 5 4 7 o 7 ool s
| Banda il 0 olu 0 o}u 0 0‘11‘0 00 0 01l 8 011 0 oiu 0 011 0 o1l o olu 0 010 12 0
| Allahabad .. (15 0 015 0 0‘13 0 013 0 016 0 015 0 016 0 01 0 016 0 o[15 0 o5 0 o3 o o
i Goruckpom,1500000000000000:000000000000000000000
| Mirzapore, .| 0 0 012 41112 3 013 3 012 41111 6101113 7L 7 011 7 Ol 61012 4 12 411
Benares, .. |14 § sis s 6}14 8 ot 8 oLt s 613 5 3138 5 313 5 313 5 34 8 G4 8 GiL 8 §
Ghazecpore,..|14 3 Gli 3 31310 101310 1017 4 917 4 916 0 01‘15 g 916 0 00 0 01613 616 0 O
Jubbulpore,. .| § 1+ 210-0 0/9 2 279 2 210 0 09 6 09 6 09 6 0,9 9 08 6 88 0 010 0
Saugor, - .10 0 7\.911 19 4 200 420459 8100 2 2;913 69 8109 o §13 01112 2
- - 18S 2,
Districts. | January. | February. | March. | April. May.
Saharunpore....| 814 0| 814 0f 9 0 0| 9 6 0|10 0 0of °
Meerut, $00{800lsgo0o0lso00f92s3s
Allygurh..... 0 0 0[10 0 0f10 4 0{1010 6|1010 ¢
{Moradabad . 96796 7|96 7[00Il 6I0
Bareilly 000105 0|10 6 6|06 6|1212 0
Budaon 0 00| 000(1000/ 989 12 411
DMutira 00990990909 0/1000 o
Agra 912 0 912 0|11 0 0{11 0 0|10 0 0O %
Furruckabad..... 11 0 9110 0 0|0 0 0! 0 0 0|11 7 o =
Cawnpore 9 7f12 411|131 7 0|11 7 011 7 0
Banda .. 00|10 8 0{10 8 0|10 8§ 012 0 0
Allahabad 0 0f1t 8 0[1£ 0 0|15 0 0[13 0 O
00|00 o0f14 8 9114 8 914 8 9
Mirzapore. ....... 41111 7 oj11 7 011138 7|11 7 o
Benares . .. 8 614 8 6|14 8 6|1t 8 6|14 8 6
" |Ghazeepore........ 16 0 0116 0 0|16 0 0|16 0 0]16 0 o
SuppEr Boarp or Revesvs, N. W. P., (Signed) G, H, M. BATTEN,
Allakabad the 24¢% June 1862, } Secretary.
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No. b of 1362,

Froxt
J. H. PRINSEP, Bse.,
Collector of Allyguih.
To

G. H. M. BATTEN, Nsq.,

Seeretary, Sudder Board of Revenue, N. W, P,
Allahabed.

* Sm,—As requested in your circular order, No. E. E., dated the
11th November 1861, IThave the honor to append the information call-
ed for respecting the cotton crop of this season in this distriet, and
for convenience of reference, I have embodied it in a tabular form,

2nd.—The total area cultivated with cotton is seb down ab

1,65,392 acres, the averago rate of produce per acre 1 mawnd, 6
scers, G chittacks, and the average selling rato during tho.past
month, at Rs. 10-5-0 per maund, derived from the e
cach tehseelee,

3rd.—The cstimated proximate value at the above rate of the en-
tire cotton crop is Rs. 10,63,046. Of this, however, 1,56,573
maunds are given as the estimated amownt exportod to other dis-
triots, valuing Rs. 16,14,659, and leaving only 8,819 maunds, or
about a little more than 5 per cent. of the whole produce for homo
consumption.

4l
mation, the cotton merchants and brokers of the principal marts
in the district supplying the tol with such inf fon as
they possess rogarding tho probablo out-tum and amouns likely to bo
exported.

5th.—Tt will be seen that nearly 95 per cent. of the entire supply
proceeds eastward and mainly to the mmlxcts of Mirzapore, Cawn-
purc, TFurruckabad and Kass Gunj.

ing rates of

_Tho figures shewn must bo taken merely as a rough approxi-

i

Gih,—The cotbon sowing commences in the wonth of June aml
curly or late, nccording to the time the rains seb in, and the
ordingly from October to the end of Dever-
Dex on the cob bursting and therehy showing the cobon to bo rondy
for picking.

arvost is gathored a

Tih.—The. crop of this part of the conntry is an annual one, no pro-

duce rosulting on the plant heing allowed to remain a second year.
With the kind Inown as © narma? the plant, Tam told, real
thing tho second y

5 Db ¢ narma” §s not sown in $his distr
soil, I imagine, being unsuited 4o it,

8th.—Tn addition to the above information which has been called
for by the Board, T beg to offer a fow moro remarks which may be
of use touching generally on the cotton cultivation as pursued in
this district, and shewing the state of the prosent scason’s crop as
compared with those of the past two yoars.
- 9th.—There is only one sort of cotton plant in this district known
a8 “unn kapas ;7 its quality s declared by native brokers to e
Dettor, from being whiter and cleaner, than the produce of the other
districts in the Mecrut division, realizing 8 annas per maund more,

10th.—Tho Amorican vaviety is neithor grown nor known in tho
district, no foreign sced is fntroduced, bub the indigenous seed s re-
sown, With $his sced the peoplo are satisfied, but, in it, we havé
full evidence of the poorness of the fibve produced, and in the de-
gonerating offect of repeatedly t

sing the same seed on the same soil,

wo see the real cause of the least value astached to Indian cotton

compared with other cottons in wse in Bugland, as demonstratod in
the photographs ciroulated by the Manel Cotton Supply Asso-
on to cotbon growers in this country.

11¢h.—Doubts have heen entertained by some natives of the advan-
tago derivable from the cultivation of the American cotton, the
merchant looks to the wmount of profit to be gained by it. The
American Jind is thought to be lighter in weight than the couniry
grown cotton, and tho amount produced to be about the same or loss
in both, hene an apprehension of less profits arising from the lighter
quality. - But this fear is unfonnded, there is a general iguorance on
the merits and capabilitics of the American cobton, if the mative

cmtmn for exhibi

capitalists conld be only convinced by practice that the Amexican
auality if only equally productive with the country grown, would fetoh
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higher prices, there is little doubt of their being induced to
adopt i,

126h.—In a good year, the highest out-turn is stated to be newly
4 maunds per acre on good ground, and an average crop, about 3%
maunds peracre ; hence it will be scen that the crop of the present
season Jias hoen far short of an average one, This has been caused,
T o told, by the excessive rain that fell last year, the moisture not
admitting the soil to be properly cleared of grass and weeds, whose
consequent exuberance checked tho growth of the cotton plapt and
aficetod materially the yield of cotton,

* 13th.—The sale of cotton in this - district is conducted chiefly
through native brokers, the system of advances to the cultivator as
pursued with indigo is resorted to but little.

14th.—Without irrigation from wells or canals, the plant is not
produced, and proparing and manuring the land is necossary to pro-
mote healthiness. When cotton is purchased from $he eultivator
direct, it may bo had 6 or 8 amnas per maund cheaper than in the
harket.

15th—This district is singulmly fortunate in tho channols it pos-
sessos for tho export of cotton, having two ronds conneoting Coel, its

central town, with the Ganges, one of which is metalled throughout,

and the other for nearly half its oxtent ; two metalled roads com-
municating with Muttra and Agra, and the Jumua river ; and an-
other wumetalled 5 the Grand Trunk Road interesecting it east and
west, and the Ganges Canal running novth and south, with its two
branches striking off at Nanown, on the Trunk Road, towards Cawn-
pore and Ttawah, .

16th.~1The cost of carriage to Rim Ghat on the Gangos, 26 miles
from Coel, was in 1860 A. D., two annas per maund ; to Furrucka-
bad by the Trunk Road, 6 annas ; to Cawnpore, 8 annas ; and to Mir-
zapore, 14 annas,

17th.—At the begiming of the past year 1861, tho carringe was
cheaper, being tho same to Rém Ghat, but 2 annas loss 4o both Tur.
ruckabad and Cawnpore, and 8 annas less to Mirzapore, The differ-
ence in'the costs of the past two years is aseribable to the fuller de-
velopment of commerce, wnd the eall for earringe consing for Military
Dburposes as compared with former years, since the disturbances of 1857,

clxxv

18th.~The hope of incrcased profits founded on the knowledge of
the cotton supply in Europe boing cut off by the war in America,
and st donbtless by the p last yoar of the state
paper informing native capitalists and the public of the prosent

state of the cotton tradé, has been the means of extending the culti-

vation of cotton considerably in excess of past years.

19¢h—The cultivation in 1859 is stated to have been 1,83,000
pukka beegahs more or less equal to 1,04,212 acres, and the cotton
yield some 3,66,000 maunds : and in 1860, the cultivation amounted
to 51,500 pukka boogahs or 20,207 acres yielding some 51,500 maunds
of cotton. ) .

20th.—Tho above comparative results demonstrate one fact, that
littlo cortainty can be placed on cither the retwrns of the extent
of cultivation or the amount of produce reported, the average
rate of yield per acre being recorded as 2 maunds in 1859, 1
maund in 1860, and 1 maund, 6 seers, G ‘chittacks in 1861. Al
lowance. however, should be made for the extreme drought of
1860, which xendorad futile in many instances, the attempt to obtain
aorop.  Whole fields might be seon hearing short stunted plants with
little or mo cobs upon thom. Tlic previous year was moro favour-
able in every respect, hence the larger rate of produce given ; and
in 1861, the very heavy rains operated to diminish the supply on
an extended area, hence the variable feature in the rate .of produce
per acre. .

9215t —Connected with this subject is the disapprobation of Turo-
pean cotton spinners of the cotton cleancd in this country. The
€ churka” s the only machine in use by natives for this purpose ;
for simplicity and cheapness it would be no easy matter to find a
substibuto that would clean and separate the cotton from the seed
botter, and its gonoral use from time jmmemorial would throw dif-
ficulties in the way of its substitution by any other machine :\mong'
a people so attached as the natives of Tndia aro to the modus operandi
of their forefathers. . )

92nd.—It would be very desirable to introduce into the country
a simple gin on the Macarthy principle, whose price, as shewn by thyc
Cotton Supply Association, in their Sccrotary Mr. Haywood's
statement of December 1859, would easily come within the means of




native capilalists,* Dbub as one man

“Or fome such gin as has
3 will clean some 20 se

been e
duced
tural

of cotton a day
with tho “ churka,” the gin to supplant
the ¢ chwrka” should bo of such
The smaller size, priced at £1-10 by the
Cotton Supply Association, would be useless, its daily out-turn por
man being st down at 15 or 24 1bs. according to tho weight of the
staple, the native would in prefernco then stand by his  churka,

23rd.—TI would propose that a supply of Macarthy’s gin' of £3
value cach, or more, say, 10 for cach of the cotton growing districts,
be procured athe expense of Govermment in the fixst instance, and
Iet out on moderate terms for the first year or so, to such zemindars
or merehants who may be indueed to try their eficacy. T foel confi-
dent they would all be sold within a shovt time, and Government bo
reimbursed its primary expenditure ; for it should be borne in mind
that that man would command the market whose goods wowld bo
tho first ready for sale.

intro-
-Horticul-

will prove remunerati

24f.—T trust I shall he pudoned for going ab length into this
subject and exceeding the limits of the Sudder Board’s enquiries ;
the oxtension of eanal imigation is engaging the attention of Go.
vermment for the greater development of the xesourees of the country,
and cach y

v hereafter, with improved finances, we may expect o
see more land thus brought under cultivation. The g
cowragement afforded by Gov

er the en-
cnment by introducing fresh seed and
European machinery, the move safely may we reckon upon a lrger
amount of cotton produced, and this might be cfiected without in
any way interfering with the prineiples of free trade.

1 have, &e.
J. H. PRINSEP,

Collector.

Aunveurn Cotnreror’s OFFicr, )
Camp Kusar, ¢

The 315t Fanuary 1862,

ing the year 186162,

Statement of Cotton produced in Zilluh Allygurh da
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No. 1295 of 1861.
Trox
H. W. DASHWOOD, Isq.,
Collector of Banda.

Tur OFFICTATING SECRETARY,
SUDDER BOARD or REVENUE,

North Western Provinces,
Allahabed.
Dated Camp Inclhunpoor, the 27th Nov. 1861,

Str,—I have the honor to forward for the perusal of tho Board a
memorandum of answers, as regards the present yem’s cotton crops,
to the questions contained in your circular No, B. E. of the 1lth
instant. Observing from a newspaper that these questions had been
circulated by the Punjab Govermment, I sent them to the different
tehsceldars, and the information thus obtained has been carcfully
collated and embodied in the annexed 1 by Mr. Carpen-
ter, Oficiating Doputy Collector.  Orwing b the enquiry boing novel,
T will not voueh for the aceuracy of the figures given for the cultiva-
tion area, but T hope to he more surc of the results next year.

I have, &e.,
H.W. DASHWOOD,
Collector.

MEMORANDUM.
QUESTION.
1st.—How many acres 1'6\1g111y caleulated are devoted to cotton
cultivation in cach district ? .
ANSWER,
1st.—Trom recent cnquiries it appears that in the presont year
the total mumbor of acres in the district cultivated with cotton is
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89,022 The avea of the district in acres is 19,20,302, At this raie;
therefore, about 4} per cent. of the whole arca of the district is
cultivated with cotton. The extont of cultivated land in the districh
is 0,56,522, cotton therefore oceupics rathor more than 9 per cont.
of the whole eultivated land.  But this poreentage vavies in different
parts of the district, the perguimahs named in the margin producing
hoth absolutely more cotton than the remain-
Titohn, adome™®  ing pexgumalis of tho districh and move rolatively
to their size. This will be scen clearly from the
wmexed statement.  In Tirohan, cotton occupies newrly 22 per cout.
of all the cultivated land in that perguimal.  The best cotton comes
from the Beer Gurh aud Kalinger portions of the Budousn per-
gunmah.
QUESTION,
2nd.—~What is tho average produce per acre, its value at the
market xate, and tho estimated proximato value at this rato of tho
outire cotton crop of the disbrict ?
- ANSWER,
2nd.—It is not easy to estimate the produce per acre. The produce
varies eonsiderably in amownt in diffevent parts of the district, and
the: want of a fixed standard of weight throws inereased difficultics
in tho way of forming a saf :

actory estimate. In no two pergunnalis

is the “seer” oxactly equivalent, and in many eass the variation
in standwd i Jargo.  Another difficulty avises from the fact, that
in this district, cotton is scarccly cver sown singly. ¢ Urhur,”
“oord,” “tillec” are almost fuvariably sown with it in small quanti-
ties.  No doubt if cotbon wore cultivated alone, the average produce
wonld be higher than it is.  As it is, taking the seer of full woight,
probably the average produce per acre in ordinary years does not
excced 80 seors of “lupus,” that being the term for the yaw
uneleaned cobton with the sced. The price of “kupas,” in the
villages vavies from 9 to 14

crs por rapeo, but this variation is due
probably to the variation in the standard of weight than to any
other cause.  From 10 to L1 full weight seers for the rupee may bo
taken as the averago price of  kupas” over tho whole district,
This would give nearly cight rupees as the average value of the
produce of an acre and rather more than three rupees as the value

of the produce of a beegah. This estimate must be near the mark
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bocause from 3 to 4 rupees is the sum ab which the people them-
selves estimate the value of the produce of a beegah of cotton,
Something too must be allowed for the produce of the urhur or other
crop sown with the cotton, The estimate camnot be too high ;
because if it were, cotton would be less remunerative than other
crops, which it certainly is not. In the process of cleaning or ex-
tracting the seeds by the « churkee” the raw cotton loses from 2-3rds
to S-4ths of its weight. That is to say of the better kinds of cotton,
one seer will be obtained from 3 scers of “kupas,” the remaining 2
scers being * binoula” or seed. In the inferior qualitics, it requires
4 seors of “Xupas,” to produce 1 of cotton. It follows then, that if
e assume the average produce of an acre sown with cotton to be 80
seors of “lapas” the average produce per acre of “rooce” or
clean cotton will be between 1-3rd and 1-dth of that quantity. Pro-
bably 25 seers per acre willbe a fair estimate. But this
for ordinary years, as the present must b considered an exceptional
year, the cottou crop having in many parts of the district beon muich
injured by the heavy rain-fall in September. Asa genoral xule; tho
«kupas” is cleared of sood and prepared for the market by the ryots
themsclves, but sometimes traders Duy up the raw material in large

mate is

quantitics, aud pay for its cleaning by hived worlanen. In  this éase,
the workmen are paid in proportion to the amount of clean cotton

produced. The rate varies from year to year and differs in different
parts of the district. Tor producing a maund of clean cotton, the
Yate is sometimes as 1ow as 6 or § annas, and sometimes rises as high
25 one rupec; § aunas may perhaps be taken as an oxdinary rate.
Tho cotton sced “or “binoula” obtained by p
cotton, through the  churkee” may be valued at about 1 rupee pex

sing the wicleancd

maund;  Wo thus have data for caloulating the cost price of a maund
of clean cobton of the best quality as follows :—

Cost of 120 scexs of *“kupas” at 10 scers per rupee,... Rs. 12 0 0
Cost of cleaning by ©churkee,” ...

Rs. 12 8 0

Deduct price of twomaunds of seed, at 1 rupee per maund, 2 0 0

Rs. 10 8 ©
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We thus obtain Rs. 10-8-0 as the cost price of a maund of clean
cotton, Allowing for the trader’s profits and cost of carriage, wo
lave from Rs. 12-8-0 to Rs. 13 us a fair market price, under ordinary
ciroumstances. This happens to be exactly the price of cotton ab
the present moment in the markets of the district. Taking then tho
average produce per acre of clean cotton at 25 scers and rupecs 13
as the price per maund, we get the following estimate of the out-turn
of the district in maunds and its value i—

Aren eultivated with | Estimated in Estimated
Cotton. [ ununds, value,
]
!
!
Acres 89,022 1 55,630 . 7,23,807

This represents the out-turn and the value in ordinary years. , Pro-
bably in tho present year the out-twrn will not be much abeve 50,000
maunds, which at Rs. 13 per maund, will be worth 6,50,000 rupces.
But the price will no doubt rise, both from the scantiness of the
crop and the Manchester demand, so as to make the value consider-
ably higher than this,

QUESTION.

3sd.—THov is the cobton grown in the district usually disposed  of,

and if exported, to what places, and ordinarily to what amount 2
ANSWER.

3nd.—OF this total out-turn, probably about  is exported, and the
yest remains for district consumption. All the cotton that is ex-
ported, passes cither through Chilla, on the banks of Jumna, in
porgunmah Pylanee, or through Rajapoor on the Jumna, in pergun-
nah Cheboo.  The prineipal cotton marts in the district are
Banda itself, Googowlee, in perguunah Pylance, Gookheea and
Bissenda, in perguunah Seonda, Kallinger and Orun, pergunnalh
Budousa, and Rajapoor, in pergunmah Choboo. As a mart for
cotton, Banda has of lnte years groably declined and been supersed-
ed by Rajapoor, through which place probably threc-fourths of the
cotbon exportiad passes. From Chilla and Rajapoor, the eotbon is
eepore.

shipped in river boats and carried to Mirzapoor and Ghi
The average cost of transport is one rupee per cat to Chilla, and
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four rupees per cart to Rajapoor, a cart’ conveying from 9 to 12
mannds. The water earviage by boat from Chilla to Mirzapoor is 83
annas ‘per maund, and from Rajapoor to Mizapoor,. from 2 to 2}
anuas per maund.

QuUrsTION.
441 —What is the wstal or-best period for sowing the crop in the
district 7
ANSWER.
4¢h.—Tho sowing takos place in the month of Asar or July, com-
mouly after the first fall of rain, The ground is gencrally manured
if the ryot cam afford it Tt is ploughed only onee or twice, It is
never watered, but always weeded, while the crop is springing up ;
gonerally throo times, but sometines four and occasionally, but very
varely, as many as five or siv times. The weeding takes place during
the Sawwn or August, Bhadon or September, and the- heginuing of
Kooar or October. Cotton is genorally sown on high ground in lighter
sols, on the sides of ravines, for uhmnce, or on clovated spots. whers
the water cannot lodge.

QursTIoN.

5th—At what time is it usually gathered where the crop is of this:

year's growing ? .
Axswrr,

5th—About the end of October the cvop is generally matured, and

the gathering takes place between then and the énd of Docember,
QUESTION.

Gih—Ts the crop in the district nsually an amnual one, or it is
usually allowed to remsin standing for a sesond or third year, or for
still larger peviods ?

ANSWER.

Gth.—The crop is alvays an annual one, fresh sved being nvari
sown.  The same plants are never allowed to remain stmdm" for
secoud orop, a it is the opiuion of the poople of the ct that
the plants produce: nothing in the scoond year. Tn this district the
same land is never culbivated with cofton in two suceessive yoars.

bly
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After o field has borne cotton, always two, and sometimes three, years
are allowed to elapse before it is again sown with that crop.
QUESTION. .
Tth—Answered above.
C. W. CARPENTER.

Statement shewing cxtent of Cotton eultivation in differont
Pergunnals in Zillah Banda.

e £ 5, TEE
= ' i3 | £8 (¢ eL s
Nume of 2L ET |22 | 3
Porgunnah, g 241 8% 12 E
3 |85 § |¢ E
g | & 3 | &
Banda .. 1,44,308! 8,759! 3 6 607
Tylance . 1,46088 ‘o730 39 66
Ougasee 9,32,640 1,365,468 8,208 5 61
Soonda:. 1,85,489] 1,08712  5ese| 31 52
Dursenda. 30,832] 1,24,260 " 14,779 6 4 12° nearly.
Cheboo 18 97011 9,017 49 102
Tirohan sav027| 78,878 17,207 5 22 nearly.
Budousa 2,35,080 1,20,837 14,628 ¢ 12
Total.. 1920312 9,55002 80,0220 4 6 93

H. W. DASHWO0OD,

Collector,
! No. 814.
Frox
Masor A. H. TERNAN,
Deputy Commissioner of Juloun,
To

Tae SECRETARY o rat SUDDER BOARD or REVENUE,
N. 7. P., Allahabed.
Dated Camp Calpee, the 21st November 1861.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Sudder Board




of Revenue cirenlar No. BT of 1861, dated the 11th instant, and
in roply to forward copy of cotton statoment sent to the Manchester
Cotpon Association through the Commissioner.

9nd.—This report will be found to contain information on all the
points alluded to by the Board.

T have the honor o be, &e.,
A H. TERNAN,
Deputy Commissioner, Jalotun.

.
Janoux Disrricr.
Area,—2,313 Square Miles.  Population.—2,46,297 Inhabitants.
QUESTION.
1st.—Ts the cotton plant eultivated in your district ?
, Axswer.
1st.—Yes, bo a large extent, bub it is impossible to state with any-
thing like acouracy the amount of land given up for such cultivation,
particularly since the entiro destruction of official records in 1857-58.
One-third of the district maybe given as approximate amount. The
cotton crop is one of the autumn crops collected in December. The
seed when separated from the pods is used for fattening cattle, as also
are the stems.
QUESTION.
2ad.—What are the varieties ?
ANswWER.
2nd.—There are no varictios in'this district ; but the cotton
grown in Bundlecund, south of the Betwah river, is considered
suporior to that produced in this district, and in the North-west in
general, large quantities are sent down through Calpee on the Jumna
to Caleutta for shipment. In this district, the rich alluvial soil
called ““ mar,” about the towns of Koonch and Jaloun, yield the
Dost quality.
. QUESTION.
3rd.—If the American variety grows in your district, when was it
first introduced, and has its cultivation increased or fallen off ?
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ANSWER.
3rd.—~Having no data to go upon, I'can only state from hearsay
that the American cotbon was introduced by the East India Company
in the neighbourhood of Calpee, under the superintondenco of some
1l but from mi I believe greatly,
and want of irrigation, the experiment failed. At one time the East
India Company had a large factory at Calpee, and bought up largely
the native cotton for export to China and Turope. The factory was
closed on tlie Honorablo Company ceasing to be a trading Company,
and ib was sold to a private firm which carried on business within a
Fow yeurs of the late disturbances. There is every reason to bolieve
‘the American cotton would thrive in this district.

American

QUESTION,

4th.—Can you give the statistics, 4. ¢., the number of acres culti-
wvated, and the annual amount of produce, also the yiclds per acre ?

ANSWER.

41h.—As above stated, no American cotton is now grown in this
district, nor can any cxact statistics be as yet furnished of the num-
Der of acres cultivated, or amount of produce of cven mative cotton.
As far as T have been able to ascertain from native documents, about
66,000 acros arc sown with cotton. When the rains arc plentiful,
the amount of produce may be estimated -ab 70,000 maunds or
5,60,0001hs.  The average produce is as follows per acre. Seed
101bs :—

PRODUCE.

Cotton, raw, 1bs, 320

Cotton, spun,

QUESTION.

5th.—Ts it your opinion that the American plant in your district
deteriorates in quality and staple cach year, when preserved from
admixture with other varietics ?

ANSWER.

5th.—TFrom want of experience in the matter it is impossible to
answer this question satisfactorily. Judging from the cffect of the
climate on American vegetablesin' general, T think American cotton
would deteriorate annually, but let the American plant have a fair

%




clxxxvi

trial before we build upon what may be an error: as I said before
aformer experiment failed, but it may have been from want of ex-
perience or knowledge in those to whom this important question was
committed.

QUESTION.
6th.—What is the peculiar nature of the soil and climate ?
’ Axswon.

6th.—There are four varieties of soil in this district yielding as
follows :—to 101bs. ‘of sced sown in one acre ‘mar” or rich black
alluvial soil most favourable to cotton, yielding raw cotton 320 bs.
spun cotton 80 Ibs, ; ‘“kabur” mext to the ‘mar”. in richness, but
with a greater admixture of clay. A hot sun causes large fissures
to open in evory dircction, these absorb the water so necessary for
the growth of cotton. Again, the hot winds get to the roots of the
plants through thesc fissures and destroy them. Yields per acre.raw
cotton 240Tbs., spun cotton 60 Ibs. Purwah—a good description of
light sandy soil requiring good irigation, however, when it pro-
duces most crops abundantly, yields raw cotton 160 1bs., spun cotton
40 Tbs. '

The heat in this district is very great from 1st April to 15th Octo-
ber or 1st November. The rainy season sets in about the end .of
June, and continues till the middle of September or till 1st of Octo-
ber. The average fall of rein is from 30 to 40 inches, From 15th
November to 1st March the climate is good and favorable to the
European resident:

QUESTION.

7th.—1Is irrigation employed in cultivation, if not, would irrigation

improve the quality and inerease the quantity, and is it available ?
ANSWER.

7th.~Trrigation is not generaily’ employed in the cultivation of
cotton. The plantis sown at the beginning of the rainy scason, and
the “mar” soil retains its moisture for many months sufficiently’ to
Xeop the plant healthy ; mo irrigation could bo used in “lkabur”
soil, for the fissures caused by a hot son would absorb the whole
without any benefit, Water is in this district found far below: the
surface, Wells .are consequently very expensive and. little used by
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the cultivators.  In most soils irrigation, where used, produces splen~
did crops, During the dry season the cultivators sometimes dig tem-
porary wells, which are allowed to fall in during the rains, 'T must
mention that the natives often mention an inseot they call ¢ mahoon”
as most injurious to the cotton plant.

QUESTION.
a
8th.—What is the estimated quantity of clean cotton produced per
acre, and what extent of ground could be devoted to its production ?

ANSWER,

8il.—An acre of land produces about 80 bs. of clean cotton. The
cultivation might casily I think be doubled. The plants require con-
tinual weeding and attention, the cultivators would no doubt raise
cotton in abundance if they saw it yiclded, in the market a better
price than wheat, which is now grown to a greatextent.

' QuESsTION.
9th.—Can the cultivation be extended with facility ?
ANSWER.

© Oth.—T think cotton cultivation could be greatly extended and
with facility, but to do so you must bring into the market Turopean
agency, European energy, and European capital : the native will do
nothing.  Again, the laws regarding the land tenures in this country
mitst be altered to suit the requi of our European ci i
approaching more to the nature of tenures in Turope.

QUESTION.
10th.—Are there obstacles to its cultivation, and of what nature ?
ANSWER.
10th.—I know of no obstacles to its cultivation, if proper means
arc used. A want of rain would no doubt bring a partial failure of
cotton crop with it, but in many instances again artificial irrigation
might amply supply the deficiency.
, QuusTioN.

11¢h—What is the probable consumption by natives and what the
«quantity available for export ?
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{1th—About 20 per cent. is the probable consumption of the nia-
tives, and the rest is available for export. Full and most completo
veturns of the cotton produced in this district are to be found
among the records of the India Oflice.

QUESTION, .

120h.—Are there any and what merchants i your district, who
are buyers of cotton from the growers, or would buy cotton if pro-
dueed? If mot, what would be the necessary agency to employ to
purchase the cotton and send it to England ?

ANSWIR.

12(h.—The cotton of this district is gencrally bought wp by
agents from the large native fivms ab Mirzapore. These depute men
into the district who make advances to tho cultivators or farmers at

the sowing scason, and they in January and TFebruary take the
cotton to Calpee, from whence it goes by water to Mizapore. A
Turopean agent or assistants, European and Natives, at Calpoe on
the Jumna, would be, I think, the best agency to cmploy or the
purchase of cotton and transmission of it to England.

QuEsTIoN.

13th.—At what probable price tan it be purchased clean, cither
at the place of growth or at the port of shipment.
ANSWER.
13th.—The price of clean cotton in the gathering scason, when it
is cheapest, is from Rs. 10to 12 for a maund or 80 1bs, and the
beginning of November before the new crop is produced, it runs up
to 15 rupees and 18 rupees for 80 bs.  The rates at the shipping ports
would depend on the demand and supply, and caunot be ascertained
here.
QUESTION:
14th.—What are the means of conveyance from the cotton ficld
to the port of shipment, and the cost per pound, and are they capable
of being facilitated, and in what manner ? .

ANSWER.

1dth,—Tliis district is a Jarge tract of level country ; from Noveni-
ber to July, the roads are excellent and offer no obstacles whatever to
traflic. The cobton s carried on bullock carts to Calpeo, and there
taken on boats to Mirzapoor and Caleutta, The cost is about one
rupee for 80 bs. from Calpeo to Caleubta. Steamers drawing little
watcr might be used on the Jumna with great advantage to commeree,

da rail-oad from Cawnpoor to Gwalior would give access to the

wealth of the district, and neigl al

Gwalior.

d and

ing districts of 1

Qu:
15th.—Are the growers supplied with good sceds, and would they
attend to the cultivation of superior sced, if supplied them ?

STION.

ANSWER.
15th.—The sced at present used is the produce of the distviet. The
native of India does not experimentalise; he only goesa beaten path,
The cultivators would take no interest in the matter. When Euro-
peans come as settlers in the land, such experiments can fairly he
tested with inmense advantage to the country in general, as well as
to individuals ; till then, failure will most likely ensue.
QUESTION.
16th.—Are they furnished with other machinerythan the ¢ churka”
for cleaning, or presscs for baling, the cotton, or in what manner is it
packed for the market ? .
ANSWER.
16th.—The “ churka” i the only machine used in this district : no
presses havo been known since the closing of the factory .at Calpec.
he cotbon is packed in common gunny bags or large nets, and arrives
in the markot in a most filthy stato.
QUESTION,
17¢h.—What is the cost of cleaning cotton per pound by the
¢ clwka ” or othor machine used ?

ANSWER.

17th.—The cost of cleaning by the ¢ churka > is one rupee or two
shillings for 80 lbs. @id one man can clean from 20 to 24 s, daily.
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QUESTION,
18th.—Can and will you favor us with samples of cotton grown in
your district?
ANSWER,
18th.—Samples of best quality of cotton produced in this district
are herowith forwarded.
QUESTION.
19¢h.—It heing important that seed of the American variety should
be saved for re-sowing, in order to extend its growth, will you take
stops forthuwith to secure it in a pure and unmixed state ?
ANSWER.
19th.—Should American cotton be introduced into this district as
1 said before, it must be through agents appointed for that espocial
purpose, and who know the language of tho country, are accustomed
to deal with Asiatics ; no other persons can give such an important
subject the attention it will xoquire, or possess the experience and
Kknowledge desired.

QUESTION.

20th.—Will you please furnish samples of cotton or goods made
from cotton by the natives, and state the cost of manufacturc and
selling price ? .

ANSWER.

20th.—The cloths made in the district are of the coarsest deserip-
tion, and the population is clothed chiefly in Dritish fabrics ; the cloths
of the district sell at abous two annas per yard.

’ QursTION,
21st.—Will you furnish this Association with a printed or other

statement of the extent of waste lands in your district, and also a
sketel map of the same on the smallest scale possible ?

ANSWER.

21st.—The waste lands of the - district are geuerally scattered in

exel
QUESTION.

“patches of no great extent here and there, and are useless for all pur-
poses of cultivation, being from the nature of the soil unproductive
and fit for grazing cattle only. No map is consequently furnished.

22nd.—Will you favor the Committec with a detail communication
upon all the points referred to in the above questions, and generally
offer suggestions as to the most effectual manner in which the trade
and commeroe of your district may be extended, giving spoéial refor-
ence to cotton as it is proposed to publish your letter, with your
replies in the Cotton Supply Report (published by this Association)
for the benefit both of the people of India and of this country.,

ANSWER,

22nd.—In answering however orudely the foregoing questions,
from want of data to go upon, I have laid before the Committee all
the information I have been able to procure in this district cither by
my own efforts or those of the officers under me. To extend the
trade of India and of England ; to indeed make Tndia pay to bring
out its enormous natural wealth, Buropeans of enorgy, capital and
seience must come and scttle in the land ; as heads of labor they will
instil into the native gradually some wish to progress and both
parties will find their advantage in improvement. Tmnumerable are
the products of this country, many of which arc ignored or but
partially known through the natives, and only require Turopean
energy to causo their full dovelopment. Among other neglectod pro-
ductions are silk, indigo, the various dyes, vegetable oils, hiemp, jute,
safflower, sugarcane, which only requires care 6 equal thab of the
West Indics. The wealth of India is an unexplored mine, of whicl
the swface only has been scraped. The common ¢ churka” used
by the natives only costs 5 annas. No native cultivator would pay
the cost of a cottage gin or give cobton in exchange, but if they saw
cotton factories springing up all over the country then his prejudices
would give way Yo the palpable benefit to his poclket.

A. H. TERNAX,

N Deputy Commissioner,
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No. 771 of 1802
Trox :
G. I. M. BATTEN, Tse.,
Seeretary, Sudder Board of Revenue, N. 7. P., Alldhabad,
To
SIR GEORGE COUPER, Baroxrr, & C. B., .
Secretary to the Government of the N. 7. P,
Dated Allahabad, the 18th October 1862.
S, —In the beginning of Scptember (the carlist period at which
such an enquiry was practicable) the

REVENUE.
— Sudder Board of Revenue cailed for

W. Mo, Bsauins, reburns from all the districts.in the North-
Seniior Alember, western Provinees, of the approximate
. Jroxi, Tsoust,  aven brought wnder cotéon cultivation in

Junior Mender,
the present scason, and of the prospects

of the crop.

and. —Up o May or June last, the market price of cleaned cotton
Iad not reached Ligher than from nine or ton rupecs per maund in
the western districts, to fifteen or sixteen in the castern. Tho specu-
Tation caused by the urgency of the demand from England, began at
this point to act with an oxtraordinary effect wpon the market
throughout the country. There was a sudden and great vise of price,
but the advance was ueither uniform nor sustained, retrograding
sometime as much as three and four, and even five and six rupees per
maund, within the cowrse of a few days, and then starting upwards
again. The following details will shew the general progress of prices.
The figures denote the rate in rupees per maund of 80 1bs :

Month, Meerut. Agra. Mirzapore. | Ghazeepoor.
&, Its. | s,

May . 70t 9 01l 0 tol4 'no 15 0 to17 s

June ... 12 0 to14 ku;u 1570 to17 0

July o 110 to19 031 4 maximum|i7 0 to 24 0

Avgust ... o 138 1017 §22 § minimum (22 0 to 25 0

September. 0 to15 0]1410 to 23 0l30 0 maximum|ez 0 (o0 26

Qctobey

s tols o ...,
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rd.—It will e secn that speculation has gone the greatest lengths
at Mirzapore ; the price having repeatedly risen above thirty rupees
maund, or 845, ok, or above 94, a Ib,

4th —The immediato rosult was to draw forth from all parts of the
country s laxge portion of the stock which had boen kept for local
consumption ; and cotbon from all dircctions was hurried down the,
cowntry by every possible meaus of couveyance. An cstimate of tho
avount that has heen thus exported will be given ab a farther part
of this report.  Meanwhile it will at ouce be perceived that the
attontion of the people could not but be universally tumed to the
subject ; and to the great profits that might be expected from the
cultivation of cotbon, were i only to supply the vacuum caused by
the exportation of existing stocks” for local consumption, The pro-
Dability likewise of a continuance of the present high prices or oven
of a further enhancement bogan to be apprebended by the people,
and the merchants ab the chief entrepdts eagerly watched the tele-
grams of prices in England, and the progress of events in America.

5th.—The sudden encliancement of the prico of cotton, however,
was too long deferred to have its full effect upon the sowings of the
year. In the cotton-growing districts, the excitement had hardly
reached the local inarkets by the end of Junc when wrrangements
must bo made for the coming erop. The extension of cultivation
which has actually taken place is rather attributable to the previous
general vise of price thax to the later and more extraordin

Gth.—Thus fax, of the effect of the market upon the present crop :
#ho Board procced to notice the cffect of the scason.

Tth.—As explained in paragraph 17 of my letter dated the 24th
June, cotton to succeed well muist bo sown towards the end of June
or carly in July. Tn most of the western districts rain foll suffi-
ciontly early to adwit of this being done, But in the lower Doab and
Bundlecund there was no fall of xain till about the 5th or Gth of

“July; it then rained incessantly for about three woeks, and thus the

cultivator had hardly an opportunity to cffcct any sowings il the
season for sowing had passed away. Thus whilo the increase of arca
estimated as now undor cotton exceeds 31 per cent. inthe Agra division,
it is as low as 20 per cont., in the Allahabad and Bundlecund dis-
triets. Inthe Futtehpoor and Allahabad districts there has been
an actual degrease of area, wholly attributable to this cause.
8h.—The above remarks will sufficiently explain the variations in
Al
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the following table, The out-turn of clean cotion is ealeulated ab
the same average rates as were, taken for the previous season, the
grounds of the assumption having been fully explained by the Board
in paragraphs 3 to 5 of my letter dated 24th Juno :—

1861-62. 1862-63, 4
2
- 24 -
g2 g2 I
&= 2 5%
DISTRICT. 53 °32 =
w3 s =%
Acres. | o % Aeres. | o 5 EE|
28 . 8 . 2
284 £34 ]
£37C 238 -
ESs 208 %
R 5 &

25,750 85,760 24,0001
17,000 25,500 20,000
36,0000  54,000] 45,000}
| a47s0| 870000 83207
| 1,65,000( 2,00,000( 1,95,000)

Saliarunpoor .

Mecrut ...
Boolundshulur,
|Allyghur .

=l

Total .......| 266,500, 8,52,250| 8,17,227| 4,50,000/ 27 per cent.

23,000 34,5000 25,350
27,5000 42,000( 53,000
52,5000 75,600 80,000
24,0000 36,000 26,367

5,000, 8,000 9,000

Bijnore ..
Moradabad
Budaon .
Bareilly .
Shajebanpoor

TRohilkhund.

Agra.
Pt N o G
g
"
g
g

Total ...... .| 1,35,000] 1,99,000] 1,73,717| 2,50,000 25 per cent.

Diuttra .
Agra ...
Etah .

NMynpoory
Béawal

8,000 90,000{ 79,400|
73,826} 1,00,000( 1,13,535!
26,000~ 9,000] 35,000)
19,0000 28500 25,000
47,000 70,000 56,300]
10,000{ 15,000 11,000

[ "2,43,526] 3,42,500] 5,20,235] 4,50,000/ 313 per cent.

63,0000 90,000{ 70,400)
24,0000 30,000 23,250
89,0000  60,000| 1,20,000]
27,000 27,000 18,300)

Allahabad.

Total ......| -2,03,000] 2,07,000] 2,31,950| 2,50,000f 20 per cent.

(Thansie .. 28,000 28,000  28,000|

5 {linlown 50,000] 60,000 62,000/

£ 2 [Flumeerpoor .......| 38,500 34000] 44,000
B Total ... 1,16,500] 1,22,000) 1,34,000) 1,70,000] 22 per conb.
Grand Total...| 9,64,826]19,22,750[11,77,129/15,5,000] 263 por cent.
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9th.—It is to be remembered that the above is for the most part,
only an estimate,—in some distriots cheeked by roference to the
village papers, in others founded upon general observation. The ag-
grogate result however is belioved o be approximately correct,

10th—The eultivation of cotton is still unknown as a source of traffic
in the Benares and Goruckpoor divisions and in the Hills. Only
in Mirzapoor there has been an increase of somo 1,400 acres, making
the total cultivation thoro somewhere above 4,000 acres.

1th—The" entire aren under oultivation, it will be seen, is
11,77,000 acros as against 9,65,000 in the provious year, or an in-
crease of 22 per cent.

12(h.—The estimated out-turn of clean cotton is, in maunds, about
one million and a half, (or 11,00,000 owt.) as against ono million
and a quarter (or 8,00,000 cwt.) in the previous year, or an increaso
of 263 per cont.

13th.—But the Board regret to state that this average éstimate
of the produce that might have heen looked for is not likely to
be realized.  The season, favorable for almost overy other crop,
Tas been an unfortunate ono for cobton. The plant itself has been
generally xeportod strong and healthy, but the long continued stormy
weather and violent Tain in September have seriously ruined tho
prospects of the orop. The same unfavorablo report’ has arrived
from every quarter ; and the Board fear there will be, with hardly
any exeoption, a scanty and indifferent out-turn. The Collector of
Mocrut reports that the plants have in many places shed their still
undeveloped pods, broken off as stalks of wheat are by a hail-storm,
Tn some other quarters the damage scoms to have been done at an
carlier stage when the blossoms decayed and fell off from continual
wot, and the absenco of sun-shine. In many places the cultivators
have been so despirited by the prospect of loss that they have nogleét-
ed to weed the plant,

14th.—1% is impossible at this ealy period of the season to say .

what the proportion of loss is likely to be. The first pickings are tho
most plentiful and the best,—and a large portion of these in many
parts have been irremediably injured and lost.  But, as boforo stated,
the plants are generally healthy, and the secondary flowerings may
yet lead toovaluable produce, suflicient in » great measure to make
up for the loss. “In some parts of the Upper Doab where the sow-

wZ
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ings wero carly, there has already been a gathering of blown cotton,—
though ib may be feared of an injured quality.

15th.—Towards the end of the year the Board will again report
Thow far these fears and hopes, rospeetively, have been justificd by
the result.

16th.—T am now directed to place before the Government such
information as the Board have been able to collect of the amount of
cotton lately transported or now on its way to Caloutta.

174 —Mr. Brodlmrst, Collector of Ghazeepoor, writing at the
ond of Scptomber, estimates on caroful enquiry that upwards of
2,00,000 maunds (nearly 15,000 cwt.) had oither passed down the
Jiver since May last, or were ascertained to be on Toute from Agra,
Mirzapoor, &e. The details are as follows :—

Already exported. Maunds.
238 boats from Western stations to Caleutta ... 88,725
47 ditto ditto from Ghazeepoor ... 19,625
——— 1,03,350
To othor stations east of Ghazeepoor 30,000
Enroute.
Coming from Agra 20,000
Ditto ditto Mirzapoor.. 25,000
5,000

Being laden at Ghiazeepoor .
n store ab Ghazeepoor for exportation ... ... 10,000
Dospatchod by Ganges Steam Navigation Company’s steamers 2,300
Estimate of despatelies by other steamers w1 10,000

Total maunds  2,10,650

18¢h—This cstimato is believed to be shorb of tho mark. ‘The
Collector of Mirzapoor reports that «“as far as he can ascertain about
25,000 bules of cotton have been despatehed by steamers to. Caloutta.
"This is about one-fourth of tho amount that has been exported in
native boats.”

19th.—The exportation still goes on, but there is at present a lull as
fhe wharves and warchouses in Calentta are said to be 50 q0verstocked
with bales that there is at present no space for more.

cexevii

20 —The transportation of cotton by steamer from the Upper
Provinces is a thing quite wnprecedented. The followin,
dum by Captain Bird ou the subject will therefore prove interesting,
Tt is dated the 9th Octobor. i

“Cotton was first shipped by steamer from Allahabad on the
9th of August last and up to this date,
just two months, there have been des-
patched by vessels of the India General,
By vessels of all other Companies o 1444

Steam Shipment.

Total bales 2,834
Averaging 2 maunds each ... .o .. .. waunds 5,668
During the same timo thero
came by Rail from Agra 11,386
Dales, weighing mawnds e 22,567
By cart the arrivals have been small and way be estimited
atmamnds o el e e e
And by country-borts v o e e

Arrivals from  August to
October b, 1862.

Total arrival in mds. ...

«Tliis estimate is moderate and probably within the mark, as the
Gt Manjic states that 25,000 maunds have left by country-boats
within the last two montls.

“All this cotton went in loose bales
and cost by steam freight three rupees,
and by boat one rapee, per maund.

Cost of freight.

“ A loose bale of 3 maunds measures 42 cubic feet, and the samo
bale serewed measures 19 feet.  The diflerence in freight is 100 per
cent. cither by steam or boat. The serewed cotton from Mirzapoor
is taken by steamer at Re. 1-8 per maund, and will probably soon
be taken at Re. 1 ; the same rate will rule at Allahabad.

“The cost of screwing at Mirzapoor is 1-10 per bale of 3 maunds,
bub as labour is rather dearer at Allaha-
bad, we may calenlate on Re. 1-12 por
bale as a fair rato ; but this charge is compensated for by the follow-
ing advantages,—the person screwing cleans the cotton from sund
and other impuritics,provides gunnics and lashings, and sends tho
cotton to market in a much more saleable condition, the risk from

Cost of serewing.
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fire, water, and pilfering—which last may bereckoned at 10 per cent.—
is reduced to @ minimun, and by the most moderate stimate the
chipper derives an advantage by sercwing of one Tupee per maund,
whether cotton be sent by carb or country-bout, wnd Re. 1-8 per
maund i sent by steamer,

« From Mirzapoor all cotton sent by steamers, and most of that
sent by country-boat, is serewed and the
shipments by steum have been quadri-
ple of that from Allahiabad, if I may judge by the quantity the
Yessels of ‘the India General have taken : a considerable proportion
6f the cotton that comes down the Jumna and Ganges is screwed
at Mirzpoor, but if the same facilitics were given at Allahabad, T
sce 1o reson why it should pass this station.

Mirzapoor.

“fhere. are mo serews ab Ghazeepoor

Ghazecpoor. and no shipments by steamers.”
15t —Cobton first hegan to be conveyed by xailway in May last.
Since that period, the amount thus carried from Agra to- Alldhabad

has been as follows :—

b3 T Mannds 1,191
Sune L, 2815
L, 4,020

e 17,206

September.. 5 12,320

Total in five months 37,552

9911, —Dut the want of serews is greatly felt both by the railway
authorities aud the private trader.  About 45 maunds is the greatest
quantity that can be yacked in one truck, and a truck cannot bo
run from Agra at a lower cost than from thirty to thirty-five rupees.
This is ab the rate of about a rupee per cwt. for 280 miles. So that the
carriage of cotton barely pays in its unserowed state.

935, —The same difficulty has also been experienced in shipping
unserewed cotton by the Ganges Canal, as the boats can only be
partially laden, or they come in contact with the low-arched bridges
of the canal. The cotton which as been transported in the loose
unserewed hules to Caleutta, has likewise suffered greatly from exposure
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1o the dust storms of the hot winds, and saturation from wet during
the rains.

24th,—1It is therefore with much satisfaction that the Board have
received the intimation conveyed in your letter No. 3,8564, dated the
10th September, that the Government have authorized the construc-
tion of a cotton press to be placed at one of the falls of the Ganges
Canal in the Upper Doab, and there worked by water power.

25th.—It must however be, borne in mind that the smaller
class of speculators in these provinces could not make use of
serews, because ¢ serewed cotton” as Mr. Hogg writes from Mir-
zapoor, * would only be received from wellknown dealers, as
cheating by the mixture of inferior cotton is casi
Sced and impuriti
injure the quality. The operation must be undertaken by some
well-known parties, whose name would be a sufficient guarantee to tho
qguality, The Board would therefore suggest that it would be ad-
visable to plant the serew, not, as proposed by Colonel Turnbull, in
the Meerut district, but as near as possible to Allyghur, Hatrass, or

r in this case”

sorewed with the cotton would also permanently

some such leading cotton mart where the larger traders are to be
found.,

26th.—The Board are glad to learn that Captain Bird has ordered
three cotton serews to be established here at the Jumna ghat, and that
Mr. Palmer is about to do the sume at Agra®

27th—At Mirzapoor there are five sere

FEuropean merchants, and one to a native dealer. The latter is
used by such other native merchants as occasionally screw their

cotton, but the most of the bales sent by the native firms are
unscrewed.

28th.—In furnishing their returns, a few remarks of interest have
been made by one or two of the collectors.

20th.—Mr. Palmer writes from Bijnour: “I bave circulated in
this district samples of American Cotton suplied by Messrs. Mosley

of which four belong to

+ The Collector of Meerut writing on the 15th October also reports that *Mr.
3 el setting up o cotton Serew on his estate; and it will be ready  for work
immediately. Tt is constructed after the latest and best principles. e hopes to
get n canal cut and_water power to work it by next season. In the meantime he

Miged to satisfy himself with manual labour or bullock power. Next seazon, it
I be available to the public. This press is established with his new indigo
Tactory at a village called Mussoorie 3 and actually on the canal banks, so that when
prossed all cotton can be shipped down straight to Cawnpore.”
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and Hurst, the Agonts of the Cotton Supply Association ; and I liave
also forwarded to them on behalf of a wealthy and respectable mer-
chant, two samples of Bijnour grown cotton, onc very carefully

- dleaned, and the'other in ordinary condition ; requesting to know what
price cach would command if delivered at Caloutta. This year if
the sample of well cleancd cotbon (which surpasses their own samples
in point of purity) be approved by Messts. Mosley and Hurst, and
command a fair price, a small consignment of it will be made, and
ear, if d\.sircd a very lnrge amount will be secured.”

regarding Meerut, “all the

next )

t)th —>Mr, W. A, Forbes, ¢. ., s
returns slm\\’a consulcn.\b]c inerease in the quantity of land under
cotbon cultivation this year, as compared with 186162, not so much
as would perhaps be expected from the unprecedented riso in tho
price of cotton, but it must be remembered that Meerut is nof o
cotton growing district, the staple products are decidedly sugar and
grain, and in one particular tract near the estates of Mr. John
Michel, Indigo is being frecly sown to a considerable extent under

very favorable circumstances.

“There is also another
tension of the aven of cultivation, and that is that tho cultivation as
yet doos not groatly profit by the rise in price.

«There are two Buropenn agents ab present resident in the district
and ready to buy from and pay the growers, but the majority of buy-
ers aro middle men and bunniahs, who have the zemindars and
cultivators in their power.  Under these circumstanc

ason operating ngainst a very rapid ox-

s T consider the

inerease as it stands favourable, and should the price continue at any
thing near the present ms amongst the p
tend to benefit the .wuculnmsm, and induco them to grow more
Targely.

“Mr. Jolm Michel, to whom Government have lately sold an
estate in this distriet, has been using his wtiest endeavours to encour-

must

age the cultivation of cotton, purchasing largely dircet from the
growers, making advances where necessary, and taking payment of
Dbalances in cotton at market rates.

““The late telegraphic news of a fall in the English market of 4
pence per Ib, does not seem as yeb to have had any very serious
cficct upon the price, bub it must yet ‘do so, for T know that one .
large buyer, Mr. Coben of Meerut, has reccived orders to suspend
his operations for the present in the market.”

cel

#Mr. Michel in 2 memo. to me on the subject, makes the
following remarks which are worthy of notico, as showing that
new set of speculators are showing themselves in the market, and
I trust that in the end with ad resulis to the culti —
he says ““no advantage to cultivators, as all the crop was in
the hands of the bunnials, months before, This will always be
the case without a great change in the system of revenue collection.
The bunniahs heing all sold out (of cotton %) now, and having tho
zemindars in their books, will let prices down on small sales, when
the crop is in full swing buy low and hold up the market, Their

only compotitors the Marwarce opinm speoulators, which trade, being

now only a moderate profit, is being relinquished for the safer and
Targer cotton trade, but these men, although scouring the district now
in all directions on camels, are unknown, and thercfore not trusted
by the zemindars. This with' thoir long established obligations to
the bunniaks, compel them to sell sharp to meot tho rovenue
demand.”

“The above quotation from Mr. Michel is given, not because I
conour with some of his reasons, but as shewing the novel spectacle
of the famous opium - merchants from -Bombay, entering upon the
cotton speculations in the North-western Provinlces ; at present it is
said their bills upon distant and unknown firms, are looked upon with
suspicion, although a bid of a lac is accepted without question in the
Calentta opium market. It would be curious o know how far these
enterprising merchants are carrying their speculations.”

¢ As will be seen from the abstracts of tehseeldar’s report, in the
column of remarks to the return, the prospects of the coming cotton
crop are nob considered bright. The long continued and heavy rains
lave destroyed, it is said, nearly one-third of the yiold, and the loss
will be the more felt by the cultivators by reason of the greater
acreage under cotton. Bub there are two considerations which give
lope for future alleviation : the first is that the amount of rain-fall
may so far strengthen the plants as to inerease the yicld of sccond
pickings considerably, and the other, that English speculators with
Tard cash in their hands may canse prices o rise.”

B1st.—The Collector of Mynpoory writes that “ advances are fully
given for cotton to be delivered at the rate of 9'scers (uncleaned) per

rapee.”
32nd.—Referring to Mr. Under-Secretary Sandford’s letter of the
31
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oth instaut, I am directed to say that a copy of this report has been
communicated to the Sceretary of the Chamber of Commerce direct,

in order to save time. .
1 am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) . G. H. M. BATTEN,
Secrelary.
(True Copy)
M. WITTENBAKER,

Assistant Secrelary.
SuppER BoARD OF REVENUE,

N. W. P., ALLAHABAD,
The 18th October 1862.

(Corvy.)
No. 913 o¥ 1862.
Frox
G. H. M. BATTEN, Esq,
Secretary to the Sudder Board
of Revenue, N. W. P,
To
J. D. SANDFORD, Esq., 5. 4.,
Offg. Sccretary to the Government
of the N. . P,
Dated Allahabad, the 19¢h Dec. 1862
Revenue.

Present.
W, Muir, Esq; }
Senior Member.

Sm,—As promised in paragraph 15 of my address No. 771,
dated tho 18th October last, I have now the lionor by direction of the
Sudder Board of Revenue, N. W. P., to submib a report upon the
Yyield of the present cotton erop.

2nd.—1n the districts north of Meerut it was about one-fourth

ceiil

below the average
about a tenth, or at most an cighth; this applics to Meerut,
Boolundshulwr, and Allyghur.  Throughout the lower Doab, the out-
turn has been fair, in some places even above the average.

3rd.—Upon the whole the fons expressed in h 14
of the Boards last address, have been fully realized in respect of the
districts lying to the north of the Jumna ; and the inereased arca, then
reported as having been sown with cotton, may in respect of thab
tract of country be held to indicate the dogree in which the supply for
the present year has increased. The quality, however, will probably
be found inforior ; since, as before explained, the first pickings, which
are the finest, wero to a great extent lost.

4th.—The Board regret that they have a much more unfavourable
report fo give of tho produce in the districts south of the Jumna.
In Muttra and Agra, which contain an area under cotton of nearly
200,000 acres, the failure has been lamentably great. Mr. H. D,
Robertson states that, in the former district, ““not half of the usual
quantity per acre has beon sooured, and thatof a very inferior quality.”

5th.—Similarly in Jaloun, Major Ternan estimates the yield per
acre this year to bo only cleven or twelve scors, instead of thirty. In
Jhansie, where tho crop is reported somewhai better, tho loss is
supposed to be about 25 per cent. ; farther east again in the direction
of Banda, the out-turn is prolubly nob wmuch above 50 per cent. of
the average year. ,

6th.—The Board fear from the reports they have received that in
Giwalior and the ind d states of Bundl d, tho crop has
been much below the average.

7Tth.—As regnrds price, the market rates per mavnd have varied
during the last two months from fourteen rupces in the western dis-
tricts to above twenty-one in the eastern. Tho following table will
shew how great the fluctuations have been in the chief markets :—

RATE PER MAUND.
31st October.  30th November.

Further down the crop was better, the loss being

Meorub ... 8 9 1346
Allygurl 8 0 1412 0
Agra ... 00 50 0
Turruckabad . 00 1480
Mirzapoor . 00 6 0 0
Ghazeepoor .o, 21 4 0 21 4 0
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8th.—The exporiation of cotton from these provinces continues
unabated ; every cffort is strained by the speculators to carry the
present crop to Caleutta at the carliest moment. Carriage of every
description is pressed into the traflic ; the roadsare thronged by carts
laden with cotton destined for Caleutta, or some of the intermediate
stations. To such an extent, indeed, has capital been invested, and
carringo engaged in the trade, that customary branches of merchan-
dize have been neglected, and the transport of salt casbward inter-
“fered with. The salt revenue has lately received an unexpected
c)leck, not unreasonably attributed to this cause.

9th.—The cotton trade is also beginning to take unexpected routes.
The Senior Member was startled by meeting on the Grand Trank
Road alinc of carts laden with perhaps 500 maunds of cotton moving
westwards from Allygurh, and bound for Umritsur. It appears that
this is the first oceasion in which cotton has been consigned from these
provinces to the Punjab, for many years ; and it is now carried by
that route with the view of eventual exportation from Kurrachee ;
from onc mart, Hatrass, it has been veported that aboub 12,000
inaunds have already been despatehed to Puttinle and Umritsur, as
against 14,000 for Mirzapore. The route must therefore have been
found o promising one.

10th,—Mr. Muir was also surprised by meeting on the Grand Trunk
Road  long string of camels, cach bearing o bales or six maunds of
cotton, and bound for Indore. Agents from Bombay have been busy
in Agra and the adjoining districts making cotton investments ; and
a considerable amount is believed to be mow taking this direction,
attracted no doubt by that portion of the railway already constructed
from Bombay towards Contral India.

11th.—The following rates of earriage from Hatrass will show tho
comparative cost of the various routes s—

Hatrass to Umnitsur... 1 0 0 per md.
,, Puttiala ... 013 4, .
,, Mixzapoor. 010 8
» oy Caleutta..2 5 4

But the pressure of the present demand and the great competition
for carriage are no doubt raising the cost daily above these rates.

19th,—Tt is satisfactory to find that the despatches from Agra by

»

»

cev
the railway are on the increase.
as follows i—

"October....

Sinte Sepiemher, the fgures ars

Aldds, 20,950

December, st w

74,822

"o whieh if we add the quantity reported in my last letter, wo have
2,500 maunds (above 80,000 owt,) in abont half o y
l‘lus s independent of the Jarge and constant trafiic by country

" boats and earts.

13(h.—During the last two months abowt 30,000 maun
«d Ly Captain Bird to have heen shipped for Caleutta by st
the remainder by country boats.

Te Teport-
amer, and
But the demand for freight is at
present so greab that carts are now engaged to go all the way to
Caleutta.

14th.—Palmer and Company have commenced woi 'king their ser
at Cawnpore, and ave reported o be preparing others ab Agra :
Captain Bird states the number of screwed bales that have yes arriv-
e here to be small.
Degun to show itself in the more sccure and careful manuer i wlhich
tho balos are packed and covered.

15th.—Captain Bird’s serews ab the Jummna ghat here will be'in
working order in a few weeks.

16th.—A copy of this address has been forwarded in continuation
to the Chamber of Commerce,

The inercased value of cotton has, however,

1 have, &c.,
(S1)  G. H. M. BATTEN,
Secretary.
(Truo Copy)
M. WITTENBAKER,
Awistant Secrelary to the Sudder Board

of Revenve, N. ¥,




APPENDIX N. ()

COTTON CULTIVATION.

. Bexcan CHaMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutt, 17th May 1862.
PATERSON SAUNDERS, Sexior, Esq.

Sm,—The resolution passed by the Governor-General in Council
on 28th February 1861 relative to the increased supply of Indian
cotton for the English market, and to the measures needful for
its transport from the cotton
districts to ports and places whence it could be exported, contained

it

advaneing its production and

the following paragraph :—

“ Tt would be very desirablo that the officers employed to examino
and report should be accompanied each by a member of whatever
commercial community may b tost interested in the produce of
the district, who might obscrve and report on any obstacles, other
than physieal, which may appear to impede the cotton trade. The
combined roport of two such gentlomen, if well sclected, would

farnish information of considerable practical value regarding any
province in which thoy might be employed.”

Acting upon thab suggestion you submitted to the Chamber of
Commerce the offer of your services for employment in the proposed
duty, and the Committee, boing of opinion that your practical know-
ledge of the cotton trade and of the districts where it was grown,
added to a large Indian experience, well qualified you for such a
mission, proposed that you should be deputed for carrying out the
object in view ; and their recommendation received the sanction of
the Government of Bengal and of the Supreme Government,

Your task having boen duly accomplished, the Chamber veceived
from Government a copy of your report mpon the cotton districts
lying between the Jumna and the Ganges. Drawn up with much
ability it furnished very useful and interesting information on the
past and present trade in cotton and its future prospects ; and con-
tained valuable suggestions and reflections regarding land tenures,
taxation, the contract law, irrigation, improvement of internal com-

"covii
munication by means of canals and roads, and other points pertinent
to the subject of your inquiry.

The Govermnent of India baving expressed their approbation of
your services, it is the gratifying duty of the Committee to record
their satisfaction that the result of those services has fully sustained
the very favorable opinion they entertained of your ability to accom-
plish the object of your special employment ; and I am desired to
convey the cordial acknowledgment of the Chamber of Commerco
for thé valuable aid rendered by you in the endeavour to attain the
great national object proposed in the resolution of the Governor-
General in Council.

: 1 have, &c.,
H. W. 1. WOOD,

Keeretary.

H. W. I WOOD, Esq.,
Seeretary to the Chamber of Commerce,

Sir,—I have received your letter of 17th May, conveying to me
the cordial acknowledgment of the Chamber of Commerce for the
valuable aid rendered by me in the endeavour to attain the great
national object proposed in the resolution of the Governor-General in
Council dated 28th February 1861

To the very handsome recommendation of the Chamber of Com-
merce I was indebted for my appoi as Special C
on cobton, and it is a source of great gratification to me that my
reports have clicited the approval of the head of the Supreme Govern-

b yed personally to myself—T such approval justifics
and sanctions the recommendation of the Chamber.

T am also equally gratificd with the approbation of the Chamber
itself, and beg to tender to it my sincere thanks for its first recom-
mendation of my services and subsequent approval of my labors.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
P. SAUNDERS, Scxtoxn,
Srexce’s HoTey, ?

19th May 1861. {




APPENDIX 0.

LANCASHIRE DISTRESS RELIEF FUND.

Brxcar CuavBER oF COMMERCE,

Caleutta, 1st July 1862.

To

Tur RIGHT HON’BLE W. CUBIT, .-
Tue Lorp Mavor, LoNpox.

My Lokn,—Much sympathy being felt in this city for tho distross
wwhich whappily provails so cxtensively amongst the cotton opor-
atives of Lancashire and Cheshirc, a subseription on their behalf has
boen opened at the Chamber of Commeree to which voluntary con-
tributions have been made by all seotions of the community. His
Txcollency the Viceroy and His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal were amongst the carliest subscribers, and on account of the
contributions received up o this date, I have now the hiouor to enclose
to your Tordship the Oriental Bank’s Draft on the Bank of England on
demand for £4,000. By an carly mail I hope to forward a further
remittance.

The Chumber of Commeree venturo to forward this remiittance’
$hrough yowr Lordship, having observed i the Times nowspaper
fhiat your Lordship had expressed a willingness to receive and distri:
buto such contributions in the absence of any Committeo organised
for his special purposo. Should such a Committoe have been formed
by the time this remittance reaches your Lordship this draft may be
made over to that body. But otherwise the subscribers to this fund
Jeavo its distribution with entire confidenco in your Lordship’s hands,
feeling cortain that it will thus reach those whose need of reliof is most
urgent.

Tt is much to be feared thit any subseriptions from this country can
at best but relicve to an almost inappreciable extent the want and
distross which prolonged stoppage of the ordinary cotton supply can-
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not fail to cause amongst those engaged in tho important industry
depondent on that supply. Nevertheless as an earnest not only of
sincere sympathy with their unmerited distress, but of admiration
also of the uncomplaining fortitude with which their privations have
so far been met, I venture to hope that these contributions will not
be altogether unwelcome to those for whose behalf they have been
raised.
1 have the honor to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant,

JOHN N. BULLEN,
President.

AL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 15th July 1862,

E. C. BAYLEY, Ese.,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department.

S1r,—The circumstances under which the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce recently determined %o appeal to the sympathy and
aid of the community of this side of India on behalf of the suffering
mill-operatives of Lancashire are so well-known to His Excellency
the Viceroy that they will not trouble His Lordship with a repetition
of them.

No sooner were the Committee satisfied that the, necessities of the
distrossed peoplo were undeniably of so painful a character as to
warrant an appeal on their behalf to public sympathy than they con-
sidered it their duty to make that appeal, and so cordially has it been
responded to that already the Committee have been enabled to mako
a remittance of £5,000 to the Lord Major of London.

To this sum further liberal contributions will doubtless bs made ;
but it is much to be feared that any subscriptions from this country
can at best but relieve to an almost inappreciable estent the want
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and- distregs which a prolonged stoppage of the ordinary cotton
supply cannot fail to cause amongst those engaged in the important
industry dependent on that supply.

With his approlension thercfore and having in view the pitiablo
condition and nrgent need of the distressed operatives in England tho
Committeo respectiully talke leave to submit to Wis Excellency that
110 worthier or more henevolent appropriation could be made of the
considerable surplus of the funds so gencrously subscribed by the
British nation for the relief of the sufferers from famine in India
than by resboring it to the English people for the nse of those amongst
them upon whom & great and grievous advé, as fallen,

The Cormmitbos having had before them the letter addressed by the
Right How’ble the Lord Mayor of London to the Calentta Committee

of the Famine Relief Fund and His Lordship’s reply to the Governor

of Bombay as to the suggested appropriation of the balance held by
His Excellency, are aware of the views at that time held by the
London Committee on this point.  The Committee readily admit the
absbract difficulty of applying to any purpose however praiseworthy
funds which have been subseribed for another specific purpose.  They
cannot however but think that had the lumentable did

ss which

now unhappily prevails so extensively amongst the working popula-

tion on whose behalf they plead then existed, the London Committeo
ywould have folt themselves justified in agrecing to the -recomménda-
tiom of Sir George Clerk that funds no longer required for the relict
of fumnine in Tndia should be applied to the relicf of kindred distress
in the mother country.

The extraordinary and excepti

. of the case will,
the Committeo feel, form their best justification in asking ihat the
Targe balance now in hand on account of the “Indian Famine Relief
Fund” may be applicd in aid of the *TLancashire Distress Relief
Fund.” But a short time since a part of the people of India, through
10 fault of their own, were sullering the decpest distress from a
deficient supply of food : England came to their aid and gave gener-
ously andlargely ; so largely that much move was given thun was
required, and a large sum remains undistributed : now in their {urn,
and equally through no fault of their own, a part of tho people of
England-are deprived of that work which has hitherto onabled them
10 buy focd ; the Lancashire oporatives ave suffering distress which
they are supporting with the noblest courage and fortitude, distross
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which, it is feared, is only commencing, and which will grow decper
and intenser as the supply of eotton becomes moro and moro deficient,
and as the winter advances.  The Committee do not ask aid from
the people of Tudiain return for that which the people of England
extended to them ; they leave that to the spontancous action of the
people of India themselves : but they do ask that money . contributed
by England to aid Tndia and no longer reguired én India may be
vestored o the counbry that gave it to aid a part of the population of
that conntry,—ib may well bo in many cases to aid the very men who
gave in their time of prosperity money which they now wrgently
need themselves.

‘Pliat sneh an application of these funds will commend itself to the
approval of overy donor $o the Indian Famine Reliof Fund the Com-
mittee cannot doubt ; nor do they doubt thatif ever distress such as
Visited parts of this conntry dnring Jast year should again wnhappily
prevail the English people will “como forward to alleviate with the
samo noblo gonorosity as bofore.  Assuredly not the less will thoy bo
willing to do so if in this time of need a Jarge fund for which in this
country thero is 10 inmediate want s given wp for distribution where
it may bo tho moans of alloviating o much misery.

On these grounds the Commibtee very respectfully 1 this
application to -the favorable consideration of His Txcellency in’

Council.
1 have the honor to be, .,
LW, 1 WOO0D,
Seerclary.
No. 3742
TFrox
T. C. BAYLEY, Esa.,
Seerelary o the Goternment of Tndic.
To

. W. L. WOOD, Tsa., -
Seoretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
. Dated Fort, William, the 286 July 1862.
Tlome Dept.
S5um,—T an dirceted to ackunowlodgo the sosuipt of your lotter dated

the 15th  instant, itting for the fa \j of
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an ication from the C of the Bengal: Cham-
ber of Commerce for the appropriation of the surplusof the ¢ Indian
Famine Relief Funds” in aid of the “ Lancashire Distress Relief
Fund.” . .

2. Inreply Tam desired to state for the information of the Com-
Thittee of the Chamber of Commerce that reports were called for some
time back from the Governments of the North-Western Provinces
and the Punjab regarding the oxtent to which the surplus of the
Indian Famine Funds would be required for the maintenance of the
children left orphans and destitute by the famine, and that until these
reports have been received and the actual amount of the available

surplus ascertained no portion of the sums can he appropriated in the

‘manner recommended by the Committee of the Chamber.
3. The Government of the North-Western Provinces and the
Punjab have this day been urgently requested to oxpedito the sub-

misson of the reports required of them. On the receipt of theso Te- -

ports the question whether it will be possible, with due regard to the
intentions of the donors and to the resolution already passed on this
subject by the Government of India, to apply the surplus of the Indian
Famine Relief Fund as the Chamber of Commerco suggest will be
matter for the scrious consideration of the Governor-General in
Council, . -
T have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
E. C. BAYLEY,
Seey. o the Govt. of Tndia.

BENG\AL CuanBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 3rd September 1862.
E.-C. BAYLEY, Esa.,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Hoie Department.

Sir—Adverting to your lotter No. 8742 of tho 28th July the Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce desire mo to express a hopo- that
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the Governor-General in Council has received. the reports. called - for
from the Government of North-Western Provinces and of the Punjab,
and that His Txcellency is now in a position to deal with the question
of .appropriating the balanco of the Famine Relief Fund s submitted
in my letter of 15th July.

The reports which have rcached the Committee regarding the
distress in tho manufacturing districts in the north of England more
than confirm their approhension that privato benevolence would fail to
meot the rapidly increasing necossitics of tho sufforing people, and
that some more adequate provision would be unavoidable to alleviate
their poverty and distress. Under those circumstances the Committeo
ros the balance of
the Indian Famine Relief Fund, and carnestly trust it will be in
the power of His Lordship the Governor-General in Council to comply
with it. .

lly renew their

again

I have the honor to be, &e.,

H. W. I. WOOD,

Seoretary.

No. 4971. .
Tron
E. C. BAYLEY, Esq,
Seeretary to the Government of India.
To )
1. W. I. WOOD, Esa.,
Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Dated Fort William, the 13th September 1862,
lome Dept. s

Str,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 3rd instant, and ‘to state that it has been laid before the
Governor:General in Council.

2. In this lettor, with reference to your previous communication
of July the 15th, the hopo of the Committee of the Caloutta Chamber




of Commeree is expressed that their request for the appropriation
of the balance in hand on account of the Indian Famine Reliof Fund
to the purposes of tho Lancashire Distress Relicf Fund may be com-
plied with.”

3. It is wnecessary to assure the Commitiee that the Governor-
General in Council feels the deepest sympathy for the sufferings
of the ing population of Lancashire, and that he would

cmestly desiro to do anything in his power to xclieve it. The
application preferred by the Committee of the Chamber of Commereo
nment of Tndia will dispose

anner entively forcign to tho

involves however a request that the Go
of o fund held by it in trust in a
intention of the donors.

4. Tt would bohove the Govermment at all iimes to bo very
cautious in acceding to such a request, and this is more especially
necossary now, as whilo your lotter was under consideration an
intimation has been recoived from Bombay of an apprehended failuro
of crops and consequent distress in a part of that presidency, which
d, and afford an opportunity of applying *
in accordanco

may call for extrancons
tho halance of the Famine Fund to an object strict]
\with that for which it was originally intended.

5. Tam to romind the Committee of the Chamber of Commorce
thatin replying to the proposition of Sir Georgo Clerk (referred to in
your letter of July the 15th) to return £10,000 for the relief of dis-
iress then cxsiting in London, the Lord Mayor not only strongly
objected to reccive back the funds, but significd the wishes of the
London Committee as to the specific manner in which the surplus
moncy should bo dealt with—namely that it should be held in re-
serve, for the reliof of distress of tho samo nature, in any part of India,”
observing that ¢ although not likely to recur to the oxtent to which
it hias Tately cxsisted in the North-west Provinces and the Punjab,
destitution must be cxpeeted to prevail from time to timo in parti-
enlar localitics, owing to tho failure of crops, inundations, or other

causes.”

6. The Governor-General in Council canmot but regard these
words as expressing the feclings of a large portion, of the original
subscribers to the Indian Famine Fund, and he therefore considers
it to bo is duty to keep them in sight in the disposal of the bulance
of the fund still remaining in hand.

CeXyv

His Excellency in Council regrets that, in this view, he docs not
foel himself ab liberty to act wpon he suggestion which the Com-
mittee of the Chamber of Commoree have now made in regard to the
appropriation of these funds.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your x;w.sb obedient servant,
E. C. BAYLEY,

Seerelary to the Government of India.
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RULES AHD REGULATISRS

OF THE

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERGE.

. That the Society shall be styled «“ THE BENGAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.”

Second, ...... That the object of the Chamber shall be' to

wabch over and protect the general intevests
of Commerce ; to collect information on all
matters of interest to the Mercantile Com-
munity ; to use every méans within its power
for-the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the common good ;
to communicate with authorities and indivi-
dual parties thereupon ; to form a code of
practice whereby the transaction of business
may be simplified and facilitated ; to receive
references and to arbitrate between disputants,
the decisions in such references being recorded
for future guidance.

.. That it being highly desirable not to recognize

any principle of exclusion, all persons engag-
ed or interested in the Commerce or Shipping
of Bengal, shall. upon payment of the Sub-
scription and on signature of the Rules and
Regulations, be admissible as Members in the
manner hereinafter described.

... That Candidates for admission, proposed ‘and

seconded by Members, may be admitted provi-
sionally as Members by the Committee, sub-
ject to confirmation at the mext General
Meeting. '

Sizth eeen

Seventh......

Eighth ... .

Ninth ooive

coxix

That voting by proxy, or by Members whose
Subscriptions are in arrears, be not allowed.

That the Chamber reserves to itself the right of
e:‘pelling any of its Members; such expul-
sion to be decided by the votes of three-
‘fourths of the Members of the Chamber.

That any number of Members present shall be
held to constitute a General Meeting, called
in conformity with the Rules of the Chamber,
for the despatch of ordinary business; but
that no change in the Rules of the Society
can be considered except at a General Meet-
ing at which the majority of the Members of
the Chamber shall be present.

That the Subscription for individual Members
of the Chamber be 10 Rupees per mensem,
while those alone carrying on business under
any style or firm do pay 16 Rupees per
mensexm.

That the Subscription for Mofussil Members be
two Gold Mohurs or 32 Rupees per annum.
That the business and funds of the Chamber
shall be managed by a Committee of seven
Members, consisting of a President and Vice-
President and five Members, to be elected
annually at a General Meeting of the Cham-
ber in the month of May ; the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, being ex-
‘officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Vice-President,
the Committee to elect its own Chairman.
Four to form a quorum ; the Chairman, in
cases of equality, having the casting vote.
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Tenth ...... That the Committee shall mect on such day
of every week as it may fix as most con-
venient, for the purpose of transacting such
Dusiness as may come within the limits of the
objects of the Chamber, and that its proceed-
ings be laid on the table open to the inspection
of Members, subject to such Regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Eleventh All annual clecti of President, Vice-Presi-
dent, and Members of the Committee shall be
determined by a majority of votes of Members,
such votes heing given in voting cards to be
.issued numbered and signed by the Secretary ;
and no voting card shall be received for such

purpose unless so authenticated: and all va-
cancies created by the absence of the. Presi-
dent, Vice-President, or any of the Members
from the Presidency for two months, or by
departure for Burope, or by death, shall be
forthwith filled up, and the election determin-
ed by votes of Members to be talen as above
in voting cards and declared by the Com-
mittee.

Tuwelfth ... That the Secretary be elected by the Com-
mittee ; such election to be subject to confir-
mation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

Thirteenth. That the General Meetings of the Chamber be
held from time to time as the Committee for
the time being may deem necessary. That a
Special General Meeting shall be called by
the President, or, in his absence, by the Viee-
President, or by his order on the requisition
of ‘any five firms, Members of the Chamber,
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to be held within five days subsequent to the
receipt of such requisition.

Fourteenth. That all Proceedings of the Committee be sub-
ject to approval-or otherwise of General Meet-
i'ngs duly convened.

_ Fifteenth... That strangers visiting the Presidency may be

introduced as Honorary Members for two
months by any Member of the Chamber in-
serting their names in a book to be kept for
that purpose.

Siateenth... That the Cq i be empowered to make
Bye-laws which shall not be of any force
until approved of by a General Meeting.

Seventeenth. That an Annual Report of the Proceedings be
prepared : and, after being approved of at a
General Meeting, printed and circulated.

Eighteenth. That the above Rules be added to or altered
only by a majority of Members of the Cham-
ber.

Nimetcenth. That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an
authenticated copy, subseribed by each Mem-
ber on admission, be kept as part of the re-
cords of the Chamber. That printed copies be
forwarded to Members of the Chamber, to the
Secrctary to Government, and to such other
partics or authorities as it may be desirable
to make acquainted with the ohjects and
Rules of the Association.

PRINTED ‘DY SANDERS, CONES AND CO., NO, 23, LOLL BAZAR.
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