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Proceedings of @ General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce held on” Thursday
the- 28th November 1861.

Tar President having taken the chair and read the’

advertisement under which the meeting had - been '

convened, stated that the report about to be submitted
was a record of the more important matters which
lmdycngaged the attention of the Committee since
their election in May last; other subjects had been
and were still under consideration, but it would be
premature to bring them forward on this occasion : he
therefore contented himself by begging the attention
of the meeting to the Commitpee’s report which the
Secretary would read.

The veport having been read, it was resolved that
it be received and published.

Messrs: Playfair, Duncan and Co., proposed by the

President and scconded by Mr. D. €. Mackey, were
admitbed as Members of the Chamber ; and the condi-
tional election by the Committee of Mr. G. C. Chal-
mers, M anager of the Central Bank of Western-India,
was confirmed by the meeting, :
Thanks baving been voted to the Committee for
their services, and to Mr. Fitzwilliom for presiding at

the meeling, the proceedings terminated.

H. W. I WOOD,
Secrolury.




BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Report oF THE CoMMITIEE FOR THE HALY YEAR
mxDpED 31sT OOTOBER 1861.

ADDRESS TO THE HON'BLE SAMUEL LAING.

APPENDIX A.

ON the 1st July the Chamber in concert with the
Landholders’ and Commercial Association, the British
TIndian Association, and the Trades Association, addressed
the Hon’ble Samuel Laing, expressing how deeply they
regrefted the circumstances which, after a brief interval
of only six months, had compelled him to. suspend his

official labours, and to seck in rest and relaxation the
" restoration of health shattered in the performance of
his public duties, They further expressed the hope
that he would be enabled to resume his position in
" the Couneil of the Supreme Government of India, and
realize his anticipations of the future prosperity of
the Indian Empire under the improved system of
finance which he had so materially assisted to esta-
blish. .
To this address Mr. Laing replied. to the Cham-
ber from Edinburgh, under date the 25th August,
saying how . deeply he regretted the cause which
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compelled him to leave India so prematurely, and
how grateful he felt for the expression of ‘sympathy
conveyed o him on the part of such influential hodies
as those who had addressed him. He said his heart
was in his Indian work, for it scemed to him that
India was the place and the present the time to decido
the question \vhcbhpr owr English race was capable not
only of colonizing new continents and conquering
old ones, but of governing wisely and beneﬁcentl;
for their own good an empire of 150 millions of fel-
low st}bjocts; that he saw 1o reason why with the
blessings of peace India should not support a far larger
population in a higher state of comfort and civilization,
or that her commerce should not double or even quad-
ruple the present amount. He stated that he hoped
to return to India in the cold season, s0 as 1o endea-

vour to realize the results promised in his budeot

when he should also have the opportunity of pers?mz

ally expressing his thanks to the several influential

bodies who had addressed Tim.

PAPER CURRENCY.

Th.e officiating Chief Commissioner of Oudh having
submitted to the Committes the following points rela-

tive to Paper Currency,—whether they approved of

aleutta Notes heing 1 1vab. C: easuries or
C; ta Notes ccervable at Jocal
1oy sures

X X otes payable at the capitals of the Dis-
nclts (any circle or province and no merely a zillah)
and whether they thought Notes of cither deseription
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might safely be made a legal tender or not,—they
replied that in order to give the fullest effect to
the perfect introduction of ‘a Paper Currency in
India, both as regards the facilities which such a
currency should afford to the monebary iransac-
tions and trade of the country, and the necessity of
popularising paper money by proving its utility to the
people, the notes should he made payable, on presenta-
tion at all treasuries and agencies throughout Tndia
irrespective of circles or provinces. To establish uni-
formity as well as scourity the Committee were of opi-
nion that all the notes should be issued in Caleutta.
With regard to the notes heing made legal tender, the
introduetion of a Paper Currency intended to supply
aless cumbrous and expensive cireulation than that
farnished by the precious metals renders a provision
both as regards its utility and convertibility a matter of
absolute necessity.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF GOVERNMENT.

On the 26th June the Committee received a com-
munication from a member of the Chamber with
a letter and enclosures from the Financial Sceretary,
addressed to himself and three others of the mercan-
tile commumity, requesting them to make a selection for
publication of such items from the accounts submitted
as the commercial public were desivous of being ac-
quainted with. In the absence of two of the gen-
tlemen addressed the others referred the matter
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to the Committee, and requested them to reply
to Mr. Lushington’s letter ; this the Committee de-
clined to- do, as the communication had mot Deen
submitted to them through the ordinary official chan-
nel of reference, the more so as similar discourtesy
had been shown to the Commibtee last year by the
same department of Government upon the question
wnder notice, The result of the Committee’s refusal to
recognize any communication not made direct to them
was the receipt of aletter from the Financial Secretary
requesting their opinion as to the publication of cer-
tain returns velative to the finances of India and
requesting on the part of the Governmént to be fur-
nished with any suggestions or remarks which the
Chamber should think it necessary to make upon the
subject.

In reply the Committee stated that «fl the returns
submitted for consideration were of interest to the
-mercantile community and recommended their publica-
tion, and expressed the hope that similar financial
statements would be furnished periodically by H. Ms
Seeret:
tion by the Government of India.

The refurns were published in the Government
Gazetle of the 10th Augunst last.

 HINDOO HOLIDAYS.
APPENDIX B,

The question of public holidays has again occupied

of State and published for gencral informa-
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the attention of the Committee, and they have enden~
voured to meet the opinions expressed by the members
of the Chamber upon this subject by addressing to
the Government. of India the correspondence which
will be found in the Appendix, from which it will be
seen that, though accepting the revised number of
Hindoo holidays, specified by the Government notifi- .
cation of the 6th April, as being in accordance with
the Chamber’s application for as large a reduction
.as could be made in them, the Committee pointed oub
the inconvenience to which the commercial commu-
nity were subjected by the public offices being kept
open on such days, and respectfully requested that
such offices might' be closed on all recognized public
holidays. The reply of the Governmentis, as will be
seen, to the effect that as temporary inconvenience may
be expected to result from all great changes it may he
well to wait the further working of the present syétem ;
but that if after a further trial the inconvenience
is found to be such as to interfeve with the intevests of
commerce, the subject, if brought to the notice of the
Government, would be recomsidered. In accordance
with this the Committee again called the attention of
the Government to the subject, pointing out; that the ma-
Jority of the commercial community had been serious-
ly inconvenienced by the working of the present sys-
tem, and requesting its amendment as proposed by the
Chamber. The result of this and of a subsequent
application has heen the closing of all public' offices
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during the four Hindoo holidays of the Doorgah
Poojah. The Committee will mnot however fail to
again impress upon the Government the necessity of
closing all public offices during the recognized holi-
days.

MODIFICATION OF CONDITIONS OF SALE OF OPIUM,
APPENDIX C.

The “evils attending the system under which the
Government sales of opium were conducted having
been brought to the notice of the Committee, they
addressed the Bengal Government upon the subject,
under date the 7th June, expressing their opinion
that circumstances in connection with the recent spe-
culative purchases of opium suggested the necessity
of considering whether the general conditions of sales
could not ‘be modified with regard to the amount of
deposit and the period allowed for redemption of pro-
missory notes, and with this object they suggested
certain modifications which will be found in the corres-
pondence. They further expressed their opinion that
Dy the adoption of these suggestions undue speculation
would be checked, purchases limited to the actual re-
quirements of trade, and the security of Government
in regard to payment materially increased. -In reply
to this communication the Committee received a letter
from the officiating secretary of the Government of
Bengal enclosing the correspondence which had passed
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Dbetween the Board of Revenue and that Government,
by which it will be found that after taking evidence
upon the subject from the opium dealers it made
sundry recommendations to the Government for the
modification of the system as it then existed, which
were adopted ; and though the change has not been
made to the extent recommended by the Committee,
yet it is an improvement, and the Committee hope
that they may upon a fubure occasion be able to
induce the Government to adopt further modifica-
tions. It is satisfactory to observe that the opinions
of the most influential and wealthy dealers in the
drug accorded with those expressed on the part of
the Chamber.

4SALT OBTAINED IN REFINING SALTPEIRE,

The Chamber’s representation to Government re-
garding refiners of saltpetre being allowed the privilege
of benefitting by the manufacture of common salt ob-
tained in the process of refining has resulted in the
recognition of the claim made on their behalf and its
protection by legislative enactment.

WET DOCKS.
APPENDIX D.

© We insert in the appendix communications from the
Supreme Government and the Government of Bengal
relative to the establishment of 'Wet Docks at Caleutta.

B
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In submitting this Scheme to Government in I1: ay
1859 the Committee were of opinion that it would not
De possible to raise the capital required for so large an
undertaking unless the following points were sccured,
viz. a- Government. guarantee of interest, frec grant
of land, and the levy of appropriate charges on the
shipping authorised by legislative enactment.

The Governor General in Council having however
desired it to he distinetly understood that a guarantee
of interest could mot bhe given, the Committee have
abandoned the further consideration of a project which
His Excellency’s decision renders impracticable.

TRANSMISSION BY TELEGRAPH OF COMMERCIAL
INTELLIGENCE TO LONDON THROUGH
REUIER'S AGENCY AT BOMBAY.

On the application of Mr. Reuter’s Agent ab Bom-
bay the Committee have undertaken to prepare a brief
market report and travismit it by telegraph in time for
the mail steamer leaving Bomhay every fortnight. The
Government make no charge either for this or the
fortnightly message vid Galle, on the understanding
that Mr. Reuter will instantly publish them fm gene-
ral information at home.

SUBSIDIARY LANDING AND PASSING I’LAC’f-S
UNDER CUSTOM HOUSE CONTROL.

APPENDIX E.

The Committee had an interview on this subject
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with the Collector of Customs on the 9th July, when
the question was fully discussed ; they arrived ab the
conclusion- that the proposed establishment of subsi-

diary landing and passing places would not he attended

with advantage, and recommended a considerable en-
largement of the river frontage now appropriated to
Custom IHouse purposes, with. suitable facilities of
wharf, jetties, cranes, &c. i

The Appendix contiains the couospondeuce on thls
head.

ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
APPENDIX J.

The Government of India having addressed the
Chamber requesing their opinion as to the efficient
working of the electric . telegraph for commercial
purposes, the Committee forwarded a cireular to
all the members of the Chamber, requesting their
opinion upon the subject, and any data in their
possession as to the working of the system upon
whicli a report to Government could be founded ;
the replies to this circular were forwarded to the
CGlovernment with a letter from the Committee ex-
pressing the opinion that the clectric telegraph ser-
vice of India was deficient in the two great
points which could alone render it valuable either
to the Government or the commerce of the coun-
try—namely, dispatch and accuracy in- transmission,
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an opinion which was supported by most of the

leading merchants of Caleutta. The causes of the
unsatisfactory working of the system the Committee
considered were defective construction and bad organi-
zation, which in a great measure neutralized the exer-
tions of the officers employed in the service, how-
ever able and zealous they may be. The gross errors
which have so frequently occwrred in the messages
transmitted they thought were caused chiefly by the
class of persons employed as signallers and copyists
being unfitted by want of education and proper train-
ing for the appointments which they hold. The
Committee further expressed the opinion that the
telegraphic system of India could be worked more
satisfactorily by a private company than by the Go-
vernment, the capital {for which could readily be found
in England.

At the request of the Govemment the Com-
mittee have since called upon the members of the
Chamber to furnish a tabulated statement of the mes-
sages which they have received during two months,
showing the number of errors and the extent of delay
made in their transmission,

VESSELS NEGLECTING TO HOIST THEIR NUMBERS
WHEN PASSING SIGNAL STATIONS.

APPENDIX G.

The serious inconvenience to which merchants of

13

Calcutta were subjected by vessels neglecting to
Toist their numbers when passing signal stations form-
ed the subject of a communication made to the Licut.
Governor of Bengal early in the year 1859, and, in
accordance with the views expressed by the Chamber
and the Superintendent of Marine, a bill was intro-
duced into the Legislative Council imposing penalties
upon Masters and Pilots who mneglected to hoist
ships’ numbers in passing the signal stations in the
river. This bill was however negatived upon the
second reading in Council.

The evil still continuing to exist, the Commlttee
again addressed the Government of Bengal upon the
subject, and His Honor the Lieut. Governor fully con-
curring in the views submitted upon the question, has
wrged upon the Legislative Member for Bengal the
necessity for passing a law which shall mect the
recommendations of the Chamber.

SUNDAY MAILS.
APPENDIX H.

The inconvenience caused to the commercial commu-
nity by closing the English Mails on Sunday having
been brought to the motice of the Committee, they
addressed the Government of India, requesting that
when the Mail day vi4 Galle and Bombay falls on
Sunday its despateh should be postponed until Monday.
In reply to which they were informed that the Go-
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vernor General in Council would address the Secretary
of State for India upon the subject and recom-

‘mend that H. M.s Post Master General be asked to

male the necessary arrangements with the P. and O.
Company to give eflect to the measure. In the mean-
time on any occasion on which the date fixed for the
departure of the mail steamer may fall on Monday, a
special order will be given by Government for the deten-
tion of the steamer for twenty-four hours. In refer-
ence to the mail vii Bombay the Governor General in
Council was unable to concede the request, as it would
frequently malke it necessary to postpone the departure
of the steamer from that port ; and morcover the fact
of there being a daily post to Bombay would obviate
the necessity of despatehing letters on Sunday, should
that happen to be the mail day.

INLAND TRAFFIC.

' APPENDIX I

The creation of a department for ascertaining and
publishing accurate particulars of the internal trade of
Bengal, and the suggestion that the manifests or chul-
lans of all native boats arriving in Calcutta, as also the
way-bills of the railways, should bear a stamp to be

fixed by the Government, formed the subject of a

recent representation by the Committee to the Go-
vernment of Bengal. Such manifests or way-bills
to be published daily, as in the -case of Custom
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House returns, either in-a condensed form, or, as the
Committee recommend, in a detailed form, specifying
the number of boats, the name of the steamer, the

line of railway, the quantity of each article, the

mode of conveyance, the town and district from which
it comes, and the name of the consignee. It was further
suggested that the same stamp duty should be levied on
the chullans as on external bills of lading, and that
no cargo should be permitted to he landed without the
production of a stamped chullan. In acknowledgment
of this communication the Lieut.-Governor of Bengal
through the Secretary informs the Committee— that;
¢ he regards the suggestions of the Chamber of Com-
¢ merce contained in their letter of the 17th Septem-
¢ ber as very important, especially the one for the
¢ constitution of a department for ascertaining and
¢ publishing the particulars of the trade of Calcutta,”
and refers to a letter which had Deen addressed to the
Board of Revenue on these subjects. The opinions
of the members of the Board of Revenue, as expressed
in their letter to the Secretary of the Government
of Bengal, are generally favourable to the proposition,
and though they differ in some respects as to the
mode of carrying it out, there seems little doubt
of the plan being adopted with some modifications.
As it is impossible in the condensed form of a report
to convey what appear to the Committee to be the
most prominent features of this proposition, they recom-
mend to the members the perusal of the correspond-
ence which will be found in the appendix.
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IMPORT DUTIES.

APPENDIX J.

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce having ad-
dressed this Chamber requesting their co-operation in
obtaining the removal of duties at present imposed
upon piece goods imported into India, the Committee
replied that this important subject had fully occupied
_their attention, and that the merchants of Calcutta
were quite as desirous of removing this burden as those
of Bombay. But considering that these duties were
imposed ab a time when the exigencies of the Govern-
ment compelled their imposition . for retrieving the
financial position of the country, and that the time
had not yet arrived when they could be spared, they
did not consider it expedient at present to move the
Government upon the subject ; they were however quite
willing and prepared to co-operate with the Bombay
Chamber at the earliest moment it was apparent that
the financial position of the country would allow the
Government to dispense with tlie duties referred to.

The Committee believe that Government brings

much energy to bear on the reduction of expenditure,
particularly in military and police departmtents.
" REDUCTION OF DUTY ON FOREIGN MAKNU-
FACTURED TOBACCO.

Theexcessive rate of dunty leviedon foreign (American)
manufactured tobacco having seriously affected the im-

ar

portation of that article into the Caleutta market, the
Committee brought the subject to the notice of the
Government of Bengal, recommending the “imposition
of .an ad valorem duty of 20 per cent. instead: of the
prohibitory rate of one rupee per: scer which was
cquivalent to more than 220 per cent. of its actual
value. ‘

His Honor the Lieut.-Governor concurred in this
view and recommended to the Government of India
the change suggested by tlie Chamber. '

PRACTICE OF SHIPPING GUNNIES PER TON
OF 14 CWT.

Notwithstanding the existence both at Bombay and:
Caloutta of a recognised tonnage schedule which fixes
the ton of measurement goods at fifty cubic feet, a
practice has grown up in. the-trade between Calcutta
and Bombay of taking bales of ‘Gunny Bags at 14
cut. to the ton. It is believed that. this practice is not
recognised or adopted by any Turopean firm either
here.or in Bombay, and that it has been introduced
by Native Commanders of vessels or their agents who,
on engaging a ship for the round, invariably insert in
all charter parties the clause “at the rate of not

- under 14 cwt. per ton.” This involves a heavy loss

to the ship, since 14 cwt. Gunnies in bales loosely

screwed as they usually are—to avoid the expense

which would attend screwing the bales to the size to

which Turopeans reduce them—represent. 'a measure-
. . . c
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ment of from 100 to'110 cubic feet. This was so
manifestly unfair that the Committee considered it
their duty to Lring the practice to the notice of all
Chambers of Commerce and other Commercial Insti-
tutions in India, London, America, the Colonies, &,

with the view of putting masters of vessels on thejr

guard when engaging their ships in the country trade.
POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The irregularities. and delays which have of late
characterized the postal service of Calcutta have in-
duced the Committee to address the Director General
of the Post Offices of India, enquiring into the cause
of such delays and irregularities. In reply they have
been informed that the Post Master of Calcutta is to
blame for those of a local nature, and that those which
relate to the transmission of letters between Calcutta

and Bombay have been caused by the rains and the -

consequent breaking up of the roads through which
the mail passes. The Committee cannot accept these
several explanations as satisfactory, and consider that
the whole system’ of postal service throughout India
Tequires an entire reconstruction. o

With the object of calling the attention of Govern-
ment o this subject they have sought the co-operation
of the Chambers of Commerce of Bomba

iy and Madras,’
but the former decline any interference in the matter,

and the latter have not as yeb expressed any opinion
upon the subject.. The Commitiee are still more fully
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impressed with, the necessity .of urging this subject
upon the mnotice of “the authorities, as they have
every reason-to believe that the home Government
will, upon the recommendation of the Governor-Gene-
ral in Council, abolish ‘the postal service by steamers
vid Galle,—the English mails being conveyed weekly
by way of Bombay ; and that this change will take place
next year. The experience of the pastseason convinces
the Committee that such change must be attended
with serious inconvenience and loss to the merchants
of Calcutta and of the trading ports of Pegu ; and it
will be their duty to repeat their protest against the
contemplated change.

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT BY GOVERNMENT OF
A TIMBER PURCHASING AGENCY IN
RANGOON AND MOULMEIN:

APPENDIX K.

The merchants of Rangoon and Moulmein have
forwarded to the Committee -copies of the petitions
which they had addressed to the Government of India
in reference to the proposed establishment at those
ports of a CGrovernment timber purchasing agency. - The

subject was taken into consideration, and .it was

thought advisable that the Committee should address
the Government on behalf of the Chamber of Com-
merce, expressing their opinion that any interference
upon the part of Government with trade generally or.
with any part thereof must be fraught with con-
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sequences prejudicial not only to the Government
but to the mercantile community generally, not ouly
in. the locality where the interference takes place,

but in all ports or places wliere such ‘competition

is carried on. The whole subject has been fully
treated in the letter addvessed to the Government.
The: Committee, though advocating the general views
of the Rangoon and Moulmein memorialists, canuot;
however but express their regret that the language
used by these gentlemen is such as must tend seriously
to injure the cause which they have come forward
to advocate.

SURVEY OF STEAM SHIPS BY PROPERLY
QUALIFIED ENGINEERS.

ATPENDIX L.

The Jamentable loss of life caused by ‘the explo-
sion of the Doilers of the Steam Tug “ John Bull,” in-
duced the Committee to address the Government of
Bengal, submitting to 'the Lieut-Governor the ex-
pediepcy of introducing here the laws now in force in
LEngland, under which every sbeam vessel helonging
to the port of Caleutta would have to he periodicall y
surveyed by competent and qualified officers appoint-
ed by Government. . In the event of such recomimen-
dation being adopted, the Committeo named Mr. W.
H. Sandeman, Chief Superintending Tngineer at Kid-
derpore, as 4 suitable person for the appointment of
swveyor.  The reply of the Lieut.-Governor has
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been received, in which he fully concurs in the views
of the Committee, and has referred the subject to the
Legislative membher for Bengal, with a view to a law
being so framed as to empower the Government to
carry out the suggestion smade.

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

With reference to the 18th Section of Act 24 and
25, cap. 67, for making betber provision for the-con- -
stitution of the Council of the Governor General of
India, by which His Excellency is empowered to-malke
rules for the conduct of business at Mectings of the
Council for the purpose of making laws and regula-
tions under the provisions of the Act, a petition was
presented on the 7th instant on behalf of the Cham-
Der and others;,—bankers and merchants of Caleutta,—
praying that the public may be admitted as heretofore
to the Council Chamber during the sittings of the
Council, and the proceedings be published: for general
information,

The Petition has been laid before the Governor
General in Council, who, as the Chamber are assured,

~will give it proper consideration.

TRADE AND FAMINE REPORTS BY COLONEL
BAIRD SMITH.

APPENDIX M.

In their last Report the Committee cntered fully
into the circumstances which induced them to suggest
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the deputation of Colonel Baird Smith to the North
Western Provinces, and the mission of this distin-
guished officer has been productive of the most valuable
results. No reports ever furnished by members of
the Indian Services, abounding as the latter have done
at all times in men of high ability, have exhibited
more patient research, striking reflections, or sounder

conclusions.  They form a text ook for the use of
futire enquiries into the state of the country, the
condition of the people, and the modes hy which
agriculture may be improved and commerce extended
to the advancement of the common good. They
show that it is not only possible but perfectly easy
to reconcile the claims of the trading and mercantile
classes with the true interests of Government and of
the native races ; and it is a knowledge of these facts
which has impressed the Chamber with a sense of
deep obligation first to Colonel Baird Smith, and
secondly to the Government which permitted him to
~enter upon the task that has been so thoroughly ac-
complished.

It was but an inadequate token of their gratitude and - ‘

respeet that the Chamber offered to Col. Baird Smith in
the shape of a Testimonial ; but they believe that it was
accepted in the spirit which dictated it, and they have
the pleasure of saying that the Governor General in
Counecil was good enough to suspend, in this case,
the operation of the rule which prohibits servants of
the State from receiving such gifts.
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The correspondence and other details relative to this
interesting subject will be found in the appendix.

The Committee took measures to republish and
circulate the report at home among Members of
both Houses of Parliament, and all the leading
commercial associations in the United Kingdom, with
the view of drawing the attention of the public to its
important contents : and the result.is shewn in the
influence it has had in framing the arguments and
speeches of many of the prominent men who have
lately spolken on Indian affairs.

REPORT OF MR. PATERSON SAUNDERS, SENIOR,
ON THE COTTON CULTIVATION IN THE DOAB.

The Committee have received from the Government
Mr. P. Saunders’ report upon the cotton districts of
the tervitories Iying between the Jumna and Ganges,
commonly called the Doab, and the obstacles that
impede the trade in cotton. This report which is
ably drawn up furnishes much interesting information
as to the past, present, and future of cotton produc-
tion in the districts to which it refers ; it also contains
many very valuable suggestions as regards taxatio
and land tenures. '

His remarks upon canals and irrigation in a great
measure accord with those of Col. Baird Smith, and
especially so as regards roads, the improvement of
which in the district referred to are urgently called
for. The opinions expressed upon the necessity of
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a contract law to ensure the extension of cotton

culture fully agree with those of all the authorities
who have written upon the subject. The Committee
are glad to know that the report has received the
approbation of the Government, and that their' recom-
mendation of Mr. Saunders for the mission upon which
he has been employed has been fully sustained by the

" result of his services.

At a special Meeting of the Chamber held on the
18th June -

THE REVISED SCHEDULE OF RATES OF COMMIS-
SION AND MERCANTILE AGENCY
(APPENDIX N
was adopted, with effect from the Isb J: anuary 1862.

I6 was also resolved that the

Standard Rate of Exchange of 2 shillings per rupee be
adopted from 1st January 1862 in adjusting freights,
expressed in Sterling, payable in Calcutta. .

On the same oceasion the following alterations
of Chamber’s Rules, Nos. IV, and XI, were also

* adopted.

By the lamented death of Mr. John Deffell on the

3rd June a vacancy was created in the Committee of

the Chamber,and ocewrring so recently after the election

at the General M ceting of the 6 theMay, and almost at
the commencement of the an) iod for which the
Committee were chosen, the opinion that this
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:md’all future vacancies should be filled up as they
arose. They therefore suggested the alteration of
Rule No. XL of the Chamber’s Code which provides
for filling up vacancies ab Gencral Meetings ouly.

The Rule No. XI. runs thus :—

That vacancies in the Commutice created by the
absence of Members from the presidency - for two
months, or by departure. for Burope, or by death,
be filled up at o General Meeting by @ mujority. of
the Members present thereat.

In substitution of which the Committee proposed
the following :

The annual elections of President, ' Vice-President,
and Members of the Commiitee shall be determined
by @ majority. of wotes of Members, such votes being
given in voting. cards to be issued, numbered and
signed by the Secretary; and no voling card shall
be received for such purpose unless so authenticated :
and all vacancies created by the absence of the
President, Vice-President, or any of the Members
Jrom the Presidency for two months, or by depar-
ture for Lurope, or by death, shall be forthwith. filled
up, and the election determined by wvotes of Members
tobe taken. as above in voting cards and declared by
the Commiltee. .

The Committee further recommended an alter-
ation in- Rule No. IV. of the Chambers code, as
suggested in a paper- circulated to members by
Mr. W. Maitland.

D
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The Rule No. 1V. runs thus:—

That candidates for admission, proposed by one
member- and seconded by another, shall be ballotted
Jor, and o majority of votes shall decide the election.

In substibution of which the Committee proposed
the following :—

That candidales for admission, proposed and se-

conded by members, may be admitted provisionally as .
members by the Commitlee, subject to ' confirmation

at the next General Mecting.

RATE OF EXCHANGE FOR COMMISSIONS AND DIF-
FERENCE OF FREIGHT AT THE RICE PORTS.

As the great bulk of the tonnage loaded at the
Rice-ports—Akyab, Bassein, Rangoon and Moulmein
—is either chartered in Calcutta or through Caleutta
agency, it was deemed desirable that the rate of ex-

change at which the commission on such transactions

is to be caleulated, as well as any difference of freight,
should be fixed by the Chamber,

It was therefore proposed by the: Committee that,
from and after the 1st January 1862, where the com-
mission, or difference in freighlt, ‘on Rice or Timber
‘charters, has to Dhe reduced, for the purpose of settle-
ment between parties, from Sterling into Indian money,
the rate of exchange be fixed at 2 shillings per Com-
pany’s Rupee. ‘

And in connexion with this matter, it was also pro-
posed that from and after the 1si January 1862, and
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for the purpose of scttlement of freight, the weight of
the basket of rice be assumed at

26.1bs. for +....veeiiineaon. Akyab.

63 45 gy e eeeraieceiieiieens . Rangoon.

63 4 s weerees tese <eue.. DBassein.

63 4y s eesaeseiieaiens vs «o  Moulmein.
~ These propositions have been adopted by the Cham-
ber, with effect from the beginning of next year.

VOIE OF THANKS TO THE LATE PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT.

APPENDIX. O,

In Appendix O. will be found the Committee’s Ad-
dress to their late President and Vice President, con-
veying the vote of thanks passed to those gentlemen
at the General Meeting in May last.

PORTRAIT.OF MR. D. MACKINLAY.

The portrait of Mr. Daniel Mackinlay, subscribed for
by Members: of the Chamber in recognition of their
appreciation -of his earnest and successful devotion to
their interests while occupying the office of President; -
was in August last presented to the Committee, who
received with sincere pleasure this tolken of the value
placed on Mr. Mackinlay’s services by those best capa-
ble of estimating their worth.

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.

"We subjoin a brief out-line of the progress of the




28

0. T. Railway as reported by the Chief Tngineer, Mr,
George Turnbull, in his report for the six months ended
30th June 1861. -On the Open line from Howrah to
Raneequnge—121 miles—traffic has been carried on
without illtenruption during the balf year ; works are
ina sound: condition and the permanent way is in
good working order.  The Singarron Valley Branch—
8 miles—will it is believed be ready for public traflic
before the end of this year. The extension to the
River Barrakur—22 miles—the progress in this sec-
tion has been slow on account of financial restrictions,
incomplete transfer of land, scarcity of labor, and
sickness among the workmen ; but the work is now
progressing satisfactorily. Beerbhoom District—102
miles—works in good order, and traffic has been carried
on without intermission : the same remarks apply to
the Contral Rajmehal scction-—26 miles. The Peer-
pointec and. Colgong Divisions were well advanced.
In the Bhaugulpore ‘districti—24 miles—the heavy

works ‘on the main line have been completed, arrange-

ments for early opening the line to the public pushed
on rapidly, and on the 25th June a trial trip was
made from Howrah to Bhaugulpore in a successful
manner ; the train lefs Howrah at 5-15 A. . and
reached Bhaugulpore at 4-15 P, »,, thus accomplishing
the distance—264 miles—in cleven howrs, or at a:
average speed of 24 miles an hour ; deductine stop-
pages the real average speed was 30.7 miizs per
hour, The train returned. to Howrah next day.
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Now that the line is opened to Bhaugulpore, there
are 3201 miles in the Bengal Division open ?or'
public trafic. By the end of January 1862 the liné
may be opened to M onghyr: in the DBarrh m{d
Patne District works are }ve]l advanced 3 anﬂ in
the Soane Distirict satisfactory progress is being ma.‘dei
the Bridge—4731 feet in lengl’;h—mpvicvlly. approacm.ng
completion aqd may be ready for the passing of traing
by the end of Jurie 1862. o

In the North West the line was opened from Co{wn—
pore to Htawah on 1s July last, and on the 13th
instant from Fiawah to Shekoabad, making in all 239
miles ; or a total length of open line. on the Bengal
and Noith West sections of the Railway of 559%

mﬂes.

CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY:

The first portion of the line will be thrown open t0
traffic on the 1st January next, when a daily up and.
Qowai biain is to run from Sealdal to Chappahatice—
aboitt sixtech miles. The Piallee biidge is satisfacto-
1ily progressing; and i;y Maicli the Company hope t.o
opeit the whole lenigth to Port Mutlah, The line is
fow almost completed to within one mile of Mutlah,
and communication by trolly will be established to-

ivards the end of the year, when Sunderbund gran-

tees and others comnected with the new porb. will
De “permitted to avail themselves of this mode of
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communication previous to the general’ opening of
the line, A

'NEW MEMBER v
WMy @ 'C. Chalmers, Manager of the Central Bank
of Western Tndia, has been admitted a member of the
Chamber; subject to the usual confirmation.

FUNDS, OF THE (HAMBER:
APPENDIX P.

A half-yearly statemient of the funds of the Chai:
ber is given in the appendix, exhibiting a balance in

the Bank of Bengal of Ré. 2,168-2-3, exclusive of the

reserve; in 4 per cent. Government Paper, of Rs. 7,500:

W. S. FITZWILLIAM,
I
President.

CALCUTTA, l

Oct. 31, 1361, §

APPENDIX A

ADDRESS TO THE HONBLE SAMUEL LAING.

UL TTON'BLE SAMURL LAING,
Aember of the Council of the Governor General of Tudic,

ox'nras Simy—When we—the Public Bodies represented by the

ned—had lst the honor of addressing you, we expressed our

congratulations on your arrival and accession to the important office of

ucinl Member of the Council of His Txecllency the Vieeroy and
Governor General; .we assured you of the satisfuction with which we
saw 5o responsible o charge committed to your hands, and of our confi-
dence in your ability to carry out the object of yowr mission—the res-
toration of the fimances of the Indian empire to @ permanently sound
condition,

In the convietion that no effort on your part would be left untried to
obtain a result of such vital importance to the present and future welfare
of the.country, we were content to await the announceinent of your
financial policy and the development of those measures which in your,

Jndgment and experience were essential to an improved system of finan-

cial administeation,

You have recently declared that policy and the means whereby, in
your opinion, the grave difliculties whieh have so long burdened and
impeded the prog

ss of the empire may be met and overcome; and
it is our grateful duty to acknowledge the obligations you have imposed
upon s, and to record our sense of the valuable service you have rens
dered to the State. ' )

It is mob owr purpose on this occasion to enter into the meriis of the
policy you have enmeiated o of the m

exeeu-

ves proposed fo

tion: the object of our prosent address s rather {o express how deeply
we deplore the civeumstances which, afier a byiel interval of only six

months, have compelled you to suspend yowr official Inbors, and to seek

in rest.and relaxation the restoration of' your shattered henlth, sacrificed
in the performance of n public duty of wnceasing toil and anxiety.

s
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We desire rcxpccu'ullyy 1o assure you of our sineere sympathy with
you under the effects of the severe illness by which you have heen visit-
o ind which has disabled you from continuing the work so lutely under-
takon in the full hope of carrying it to a successful issue.

Tor the enly and complele re-establishment of your health you have
o most cordial wishes ; and-we eamestly trust you may be enabled to
resume your position in the Council of the Supreme Government of
Tudin and realise your own auticipations in reference to the future pros-
‘pects of this great empire.

We have the honor to remain,
Tionorable Sir,
Your most obedient humble servants,
Tor the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,

W. 8. FILZWILLIAM, President.

For the Landholders' and C: ial Agsociation of British Indin,

WILLIAM MAITLAND, Chairman,
Tor the Caleutta Trades Association,
B, JENNINGS, Master.
For the British Tndian Association,
RAJATT KALIKRISIINA BAITADOOR,
Vice-President.
Culentia, Vst July, 1861,

Tidinburgh, 2500 August, 1861,

Draw Sin,—1 heg to acknowledge the Address which you have for-
warded to me on behalf of the ¢ Bengal Chamber of Commeree,” as well
s of the “ Landholders' and € ial Association of British Tndin,”
he # Calentta Trades Association™ and the * British Tudian Association,”
to the Chairmen of which respective bodies you will be good cnough fo
cominunicate this reply,

iii

Ttis unnecessary for me {o say low decply T regroited the nee
of leaving Tndia so promaturely, and how gratefully 1 feel the expr
of sympathy from such influential hodics,

Tmay truly say that my heart was in my Indian work.

T scemed to me that India was the place and the present, the time Lo
decide the question whether our Tnglish race is capable not only of
colonizing new Continents and conquering old ones, hut of gove
wisely and beneficently, for their own good, an empire of 150 millions

ning

- of fellow-subjects, whose destinies a serics of heroic achievements has

associated with the British Crown.

T ean see no reason why am era of peace and progress should not sue-
coed one of wars and conquests; why Iudin should not support a far
Targer population fn a ligher siate of comfort and eivilization; and why

. commerce should not expand wntil the, exports and imports between

Ingland and Tndia double or even quadruple their present amonnt.

1 felt it to he a privilege to co-operate in such a work, and. to assish
in laying cven one stone in the building of so goodly an edifice. My
special task was to moet the inminent fnancial diflicultios which thyeai
ened to avrest this noble carcer of fitture progress nb the very oulset.

T canmot venture to suy that {his task is entively acoomplished, for
i often show nnexpected vesults, and when a deficit

even Bnglish bud

s

of .£6,000,000 hadl to be met in a single year, with a revenue depending

ounts and esti-

on such pre
mates sewreely inangurated, some margin of wncerlainty i wnavoida-
ble.

Sut 1 feel evory confidence that the large though eautious and con-
servative reductions ordered by Lovd Canning's Govermment, hefore T
Teft Indin, will he carried fully info effect; T am aware of nothing except
the full in opium o alluct seriously the aceuracy of my estima
nobwithstanding that fll, T see nothing to shake my faith in the general
position that, with continued cconomy, the financinl erisis may be eon-
sidered as surmounted, aud the current expenditare of Tndia, apart from *
railways, bronght Lo a Tevel with its current income,

Without therefore induly

cavionss sourees as opium, and a system of a

5 and,

in premature exultalion there is cvery
motive for hopeful exertion in rentizing the financial programme of April
Tast, the great ohject of which is to establish @ bond fide equilibrium
without a constant resort to Loans and New Taxes

e India

, 50 as Lo g

@ period of repose and tranquillity, during which to work: out her vari-
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ons sociil and politieal reforms, wimpeded liy the wrgent fear of pecu-
niary difficultics. :

Although I may be precluded from taking a part in these ulterior
measures, T am happy to say that my health is so far restored as to ena-
le me to ¢outemplate returning to India, at any rate for the next cold
season, soas to endeavonr to realize the results promised in my budget.

1 hope then to thank you in person for the kind expression ‘of your
sympathy, and in the meantime T will only say thatit is doubly valuable
to me because it proceeds from bodies representing: some of the ‘most
influential inferests of Bengal, Native as well ds Buropean. o

T am convinged that India is no exception to the general rule -that it
i desirable to encourage the free expression of public opinion respec
public men and measures through respeetable and recognized or

and that such an expression has, under the peculine circumstances of
India, a double.value when the different “elgsses. of Fler Majesty’s sub-
jeels, without dislinetion of race or r
object. .

igion, co-operate in a common

In the present instance I gladly accept your Address both as a token’
of kindness and sympathy towards myself personally, and, what is more
important, as a proof that notwithstanding the diferences which from
time to ime inevitably prevail respecting the policy of o Government,
there is a general disposition among the enlightened classes of Tndia to
do justice to the honest efforts of that Government for the general good.

T remain,
Dear Sir, .
" Yours faithfully,
g S. LAING.
W. FITZWILLIAM, Esa,, Chairman,”

Chamber of Commerce of Bengal.

HINDOO HOLIDAYS.
i Bryean Cnavnee oF Coaurrer,
Culeutla, 14th Bluy, 1561.
C. HUGIH LUSHUINGTON, Esq.,
Secy. 16 the Gort. of India, Financial Department.

Sir,—With reference (o the representation on the subject of lindoo
Iolidays which the Commitiee ofthe Chamber of Commerce had the
Jionor of subimitting, in their letier of 26th December 1860, for the
consideration of the Right Ifon'ble the Governor General in Council,
1o'the result of the measures adopted’ by 1lis Txecllency as published
inthe .Gobernment Gazelle of the Gth ultimo, andto the subsequent
disenssion of* the question by Members of the Chamber, T am desired
1o forward copy of a resolution passed ata special general meeting of
the Chamber. o
« “That the question of - public holidays has lieen duly considered Ty
the Members of ihis Chamber, and that in their opinion the proper Jioli-
days to be obscived are—the 22 days of Hindoo holidays in ‘the revis-
ed List A, as stated in the Government Guzelle of Gth April, Chyistmas-
day, New-Year's day, Good-I'riday and the Queen’s Birth-day; and
that on those days all public oftices should be closed.” N

While the meeting accepted the revised number of Hindoo holidays
as being in accordance with the Chamber's application for as large a
reduction as could consistently he'made, objection was raised by a large
mgjority to the provision by which on all sueli Tolidays ‘the several Go-
vernment oflices at the Presidency ‘shall yemain open for the conduct
of public business. ‘I'be objection was made on the ground of the ex-
tréine inconvenience rosulting from ‘the xmodified systemn, which by
Jeasing from attendance all the Uindoo employés who chiose to avail of
the ight of absenting themselves rendered it utterly impracticable to
carry on ordinary business operations by the ageney of the few Christian

istants. whose altend: was made compul

5.
The practical effect of this change was. experienced on the-two holi-
days'which follovéd shorlly after the publication of the nétifieation, aud

“a very general dissatisfction expressed in gonsequence.

Tuis thereforg respectfully submitted that the new system s not
been successful in fhis respect; and the - Committee of the Chamber
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trust His Lordship in Council will be pleased to amend that portion of
the Government order by directing that all public oflices shall be closed
on all recognised public holidays. '
T have the lionor to be, &c.,

1L W, 1. WOOD,

Secretury.

No., 6546

Troxt
C. 1. LUSIINGTON, Lisa,
Secy. to the Govl. of Tudic.

T COMMITTEE or win BENGAT:
CITAMBER or COMMERCE,

Financial Dept.

Grirny,—T am directed by Tis Excelleney the Governor General
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your Scerctary’s letior, dated
the 14t instant, relative to the Government Resolution recently pub-
Tished on the subject of the halidays to e observed in the public offices
at Calentta, and to state in reply that the new. system was adopted after
careful enquiry made in.accordance with an application from the Cham-
ber. Some temporary inconvenicnee may be expected at first from all
such changes, and 1Lis Iixeellency in Council trusts that the inconveni-
ence in this case will be found to be but temporary.  Should it however
be found after o further dial that the inconvenience is such as to
interfere with the interests of commeree, the subject, if brought to the
notice of Government, can be reconsidered.

Ihave the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,
C. II. LUSIIINGTON,
Seey. lo the Govl. of India.
Couxein Cuaming,

The 3161 May, 1861, §

Vil

Bunar, Craxmei or Commrrcr,
Culeutin, 250 July, 1861,
W. GREY, Esquir,
Seerelary to the Government of India,
Home Department.

Smr,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have been
requested to state whether in their opinion native holidays should still
continue to be regarded as non-working days in estimaling the number
of working days which a vessel has in port: but as this reference
involves a point of considerable difliculty and of much importance to
mereantile inferests they hesitate to express their view of a question
which they think would be more appropriately decided by competent
Tegal authority.

As the question aviscs by action of the Government nofification
(No. 70 of 27th March last) relative o public holidays the Commitice
venture to request you will be so good as to obtain the sanction of 1is
Tixeellency the Governor General in Council for the submission of {his
case for the opinion of the Advocate General.

1 have the honor to be, &e,

IL V. 1. WoOoD,

Seoretary.

Bexean Cuasurr or Commrncr,
Caleulta, 2nd Seplember, 1861,
C. NUGH LUSHINGION, Tsaq.,
Secrelary to the Government of Tadia,
Financial Department.
Sir,—~The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce availing them-
sclves of the permission granted by yowr letter of the 81st May desire
me to bring again to the notice of His Bxcellency the Governor General
in Council the subject of their reference of the 14(h idem, viz. the
expediency of closing public offices on recognised public holidays. They
do 5o because it has been represented that the inconvenience arising
from the practice of keeping public offices open and af the same time of
authorising the absence of native blish aterially interferc
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with the ordinary* trade operations of the port. -Dependent. s _almost
all offices ave on the attendance of Hindoo employés the necessary work
ot it s submitted, be efticiently performed without theiv assistanée,
for the d of heads of @ its with i I stablish
ments is obviously insufficient for m ordinary husiness w lm~h the pul)lu,
" mny have oceasion to transact,

After the experignee of the past three months, during which many com- -

plaints have been made of the working of the new systeni, the’ Commit-
tee believe they are justified in remarking that it has been attended with
so much inconvenience as to render its modificatsin expedient : and they
therefore repeat the application already made to His Lordship-in Council
for' the amendment, of the Government Notification of G6th April to
the extent of providing that public uﬁnces shall be closed on authorised
native olidays.!

And in urging this point the Committee respectfully submit that it is
not ineonsistent with their original request for the largest possible reduc-
tion of Iindoo holidays, for while they would be glad to see'a still further
veduetion to the minimum number required for the performance: of Tlin-
doo ceremonies on what are said (o be strictly religions fostivals, not
exceeding seven ov eight days, they ave of opinion that on such oceasions
the: atteridance ‘of Ilindoo employés should be unqualifiedly dispensed
with, and the publie offices tlosed for business.

T bave the honor to be, &,
IL W. T. WOOD,

Seeretiry,

XNo. 117
Fitox
C. 1L LUSIINGTON, Bsavmer,
Seey. to the Gort. of Tulic,
Fiuansial Departinnt,
To

Pun COMMUETER ov rui BENGAL
" CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Qexronans,=I an directed by His Bxeelleney the Governor General

ix

in Council to acknowledg: receipt
o fhe Scoy. to the Govte 7 i to acl ge the receipt of your
of Indin, Tome m]mmncxn, Sceretary's letters noted in the marain, on the
dated 2t '“';yy 16 the Govt. Subject of redueing the number of authorized

of Tudia, Financial Depart- .y tive holidays and closing the public offices
ment, dated 2nd Sept. 1561, Y S P

altogether on such occasions.

2, Tn reply I am desived to forward herewith a copy of - the Advoeate
General's opinion dated 29th ultimo taken on the first of the above men-
tioned letters; and to state that before a final answer is given in respect
to the questions mooted in your second letter, Iis Bxcellency in Couneil
will be glad to he furnished with a further statement of your views in

respeet to the holidays with reference to the opinion of the Advocate

General.

3. In stating your views as above requested, you will be good enough
to specify the native holidays which you would recommend to be retained
with reference to commercial convenience.

4. Pending the decision that may be come to on receiving the further
information now called for, is Bxcellency in* Council has ordered that
on this occasion the general holiday allowed by the resolution of the

27th March last, to be ‘enjoyed by all classes of Government servants,

shall be extended to the Doorga Poojah, and that the General Lreasury
shall be aceordingly closed from the 10th to the 231d proximo, both days
inclusive; due provision being made, however, al, the Custom Iouse for
the entry and clearance of vessels during such holiday.

T have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedicnt'servant,
C. HUGH LUSHINGTON,
) Secy. fo the Gout. of India,
Couxcrr. Crramprr, }

The 270k Sept., 1861,

OPINION.
"The question as observed by the Chamber of Commerce is one of
considerable difliculty and importance. Trrespectively of the recent
nolification of Government, the general rule is that all holidays on

r
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vhich by (he general usage of

swhich the Cstom Fouse is closed, and.
the port are treated as non-working days for shipping purposes, must
e excluded in reckoning the number of working days which.a vessel is
allowed in port wider a charter party, but that no days on which
the Custom House is open, and on which it is not impracticable to obtain
a sufficient supply of Tabour for the purpose (by reagon of the prévalence
of a settled tisage on the part of any class of persons whose attendance
is essential to each day’s operations 10 abstain from business) can be pro-
perly excluded from the caleulation of working days, although days of
that desexiption mdy be Hindoo or Mahomedan holidays. i

Tt appears to me that under the Government resolution of the 27th
March 1861, the only days {hat can with certainty be pronounced to be
non-working days within the meaning of an ordinary charter party, are
he days on which the Custom Touse is closed, viz, New-Year's-Day,
Good-Friday, the Queen’s Birth-day, and Christmas-day, and the ten days
general holiday following the four days of the Ilindoo holiday of
Doorgahi Pocjal. .

But it.is possible that in regard to some of the native holidays for=
merly observed as general holidays at the Government ofiices, but on
which the Custom House is now to be open, although the attendance
of Mindoos or Mahomedans according to the nature of the festival is
dispensed with, the custom of tréating such days as non-working days
may have been so constant and so’ fully established by length of time
that it may be i ble to procure the d of persons whose
services are necessary for the loading or unloading of vessels, or the
conveyance of cargo to or from he shore ; and that the merchants and
others interested in shipping in_Caleutta may consequently not be in &
condition, or may be gencrally wawilling, to treat such days as working
days, but may prefer to stand upon the old and long established usage
as to such days. 1 do ot think the circumstance that the Goyernment
has determined on opening the Custom House will of itself get 1id of a
custom of the port, sufliciently established by length of time and uni-
formity of practice, to treat such days as non-working days, or that liey
can be treated as working days i the mercantile” community” generally

are unable to get the required work done upon them, and  consequently .

are compelled practically to treat them as holidays, - The fact that the
Custom House is open on a particnlar day will be primd fucie evidence
that such day is 2 working day ; and the burden of proving an usage of
the port by which it hias heen wiformly treated as o non-working day

xi

for a sullicient time to establish a mereantile” custom, will rest with the
merchants seeking to traat the day as a nou-working one,

Ti:is impossible to determine as to each of the holidays formerly allow-
ed s general holidays whether it be of such a nalure, without knowing
the cireumstances which led to its being originally observed as o holiday,
the ]cn"'l|1 of time during which it has been so observed, and the" difii-
culty which will exist in procuring the necessary attendance and labour
on such,

With respeet to the first fowr days of the Doorgah Pooj:\h, which
though allowed as Hindoo holidays are no longer treated as general
holidays, and on which according to the resolution the Clustom House
will be open,’a question of muel- difficulty may arise. For these four
days have heen treated as close holidays in Caleutta from a period pre-
vious to the yea 17903 and have ‘been I believe invariably ghserved
as holidays in all mercantile oflices, and by all classes of the community,
and not mercly by the.Hindoos. Unless an alterition of “practice be
adopted generally in of the Government notifi in
the port by merchants or persons interested in shipping, 1 do not think
that the recent order of the Government for opening the Custom Iouse
on those days will alone provent them from being trented ‘a5 customary
Tolidays, and from being excluded in the computation of working days.
If however the ordinary “offices are kept open, and’ if the atfendance
of the people required for this kind of work ean be obtained, those four
days will 1 think lose their privilege as non-working days.

1t the mercantile community find that it is practically impossible Lo

transact shipping business on the first four days of the Doosgah Poojah,
notwithstanding that the Custom House and Government oflices are
open ini those days, T think they should make a representation to that
elleet to the Government with o view to the closing of the Custom
louse on those days as formerly. Tt will obviously be move: convenient
for all elasses that the Custom House ‘shonld be closed, and the four
days publicly recognised as non-working days  than that cither those
should e ieckoned as working days, while in fiet and practieally i
s fmpossible fo load or wnlond wpon them if such prove to- be the .case,
or that.the harassing doubt us to whether those days are to be reckaned
as working or non-working days should arise in each individiul instance,

Lapprehiend that fow if any of the other holidays which existed i
1790, and on which tll Lutely the’ Custom House' has been closed, will

T

TS

£
T e e

e

S

TR

TR ST T




xit

present the same  difficulties as the four days of the Doorgah Poojah;
as-to most of them, the.main if not the sole cause of the suspension of
work for shipping purposes will probably be. found: to have been the
closing ‘of the Custom Touse: and in such ecases where that cause
ceases {he privilege of those days will also cease. Possibly as to some
of them, the merchants may find the same difficulty of getting work
done as on the Doorgah Pogjah; and where such is the case, the re-
marks above made as to that holiday will apply with reference to the
great majority, - However, (and indeed with reference to all the native
olidays, ineluding the four days of the Doorgah Poojab, if the mercan-
tile community generally adopt the same cowrse as the Government has
adopted by the transaction of shipping business on those days) T think
that the abolition of the holiday at the Custom Tlouse will carry with
it the abolition of the privilege of those days as non-working days.
Tmay mention that a_similar -instance has ocewrred in London in the
present century, in which the abolition of holidays at the Cnstom House
on particular days has drawn with it the loss of privilege for those days
asnon-working days.  Barly in the century St. Thomas-day (the 21st
December,) and three days following Christmas-day were tréated as
holidays at the Custom Touse, and it was held by Liord Eldon and a
special jury of merchants of the city of London* that such days were
not to be reckoned as working days in a charter party, although it was
proved that there was no difficulty -in obtaining labour in loading ov un-
loading vessels on those days. *Those days are no longer deemed as
- holidays at the Custom House and would no longer

. be  privileged as
non-working days in the port under a charter party,

(Signed) W, RITCIIE,
200 August 1861,
(True Copy)
(Signed) T, C. SANDES,
Solicitor to -Goverument,
(True Copy.)
| conven LUSHINGTON,
Secy o the Giout, of Tudia,

» Sae Cockrane, ts, Retherg; 3, Eepinasac, p, 121,

xdit
Besean Cuanprr or CoMMERCE,
: Culeutta, 2nd Oclober, 1861.
¢: HUGII LUSHIINGTON, Tsa.,
Secretary 10 the Governrient of Tuia,
Finaicial Departnment.

Sim,—T am instructed by the Committee of the. Chamber of Commerce

- to acknowledge’ your letter No. 11785 of the 27th Scptember, and to

state that they receive with much satisfaction the. orders of Ilis Txcel-
lency the Governor:General in Council that-the four days allowed. by
the Resolution of 27th March as holidays for Hindoos only,—viz. the
10th, 11th, 12th and 13th October—shall on this occasion be observed .
as close holidays and‘added to the general vacation of ten days for all
classes; because this modification of the ' Resolution—though applying
at present only to the Doorgah Pocjab holidays—is in accordance with
the views which they have invariably supported, viz that on recoguised
Tolidays public oflices should be altogether elosed.

Whatever may be the number of holidays, general or special, Chris
or Hindao, it appears o' the Committee essential that they should be
observed as holidays for all classes, for, as they lave already rémarked,
while natives employed in public and: privaie.offices have the privilege
of absenting themselves on certuin authorised da

an

and avail themselves
of it, the endeavour to conduct ordinavy business without the aid of
ordinary establishments must obviously be attended with inconvenience
to commerce; and the experience of that inconvéiience has led to the
general desire (the expression of which T am now directed to repeat) to
revert o the former practice of closing public offices on public holidays.

In reply to the 3rd paragraph of your letter:T am to state that
although the Committee believe they could sutisfy the Governor General
in Coungil that a further reduction in the authorised number of indoo
Lolidays might be made, they arc of opinion that theé. continued agitation
of this question is inexpedient, and they ‘are content to accept the

revised arrangement with the single simpile provision that on'the tweniy-
two Mindoo holidays sanctioned by Govermucnt all public offices shall
De altogether closed,
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Tor the opinion of the Advocate General on the point submitted in
the Chamber’s letter of 25th July the Committee direct me to express
their respeetfil thanks to Tis Lordship in Council.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
IL W. I WOOD,

Seerelary,

APPENDIX €.
MODIFICATION OF CONDITIONS OF SALE
OF OPIUM.

Bu.\'-}\n Citaxner or Cosrircr,
Culeuttar, Ttk June, 1861,
L. II. LUSIIINGTON, Esa.,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Smr,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce are of opinion
that ci in with recent lative purch of
opiwm suggest the necessify of considering whether the genéral condi
tions of sale should not be modified with regard to the amount of deposit
and the period allowed for redemption of Promissory Notes.

Tn the judgment of the Committee the sum of 200 rupees per chest,
which in practice is the amount tuken by Government, is too small a depo-
sit, and they would recommend a scale of deposits varying with the

selling price of the drug, viz :

200 Rupees per chest on a value not exceeding 1,000 Rs.

400 Rupees 4, » 2,000

600 Rupees » 3,000
and instead of allowing five days for the redemption of Promissory Notes
for such deposits the Committee think the Government should insist
upon deposits being paid within twenty-four hours after the sale.

By the adoption of such an increased rate of deposit and a system of
carliér payment the Government would obviously be in a better position
in the event of unfulfilled engagements, inordinate speculation would be
materially checked, and purchases confined to actual requirements of the

irade,

I have, &e.,
L W. L WOOD,

Sceretary.
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Calentla, 180 September, 1961,

. II. LUSHINGTON, Esa. .
My Diar Stu—The Bonrd's notification in this day's G
pecting deposits for purchases of opium was the first inti
Chumber has recsived of the adoption, to some extent, of the suggestions
submitted in my letter of Tth June, and I shall be glad to have your

lle ros-
ation the

reply for the information of my Commiltee.
Your's fuithfully,
IL W. I WOOD.

No. 410 B

Frox .
Tui OFFICTATING UNDER-SECRETARY
70 11 GOVERNMENT or BENGAT,
To :

Tiy SECRETARY 1o 1ur BENGAL CHAMBER
or COMMERCE,

— Dated Fort William, the 215t Seplember, 1861,

Opium.
Su,—With reference to your demi-oflicial letter, of the 18h instant

Trom Offs. Junior Seeretary, omd of T am dirceted to forward for the in-
Revenue, No. 311, dated 8rd Ju formali the Cl
Tavenne, No. 211, o aly,  formation of the Chamber, the ac-
Do,, No. 336, dated 19th idem,
From Do, No. 170, dated 2nd Aug.
o Do, No, 356, dated 16th Do.
¥rom Do., No. 453, dated 26th Do,
with enclosure.
From Do., No. 433, dated 25th Ditto.

companying copies of the papers,
marginally noted, bearing on tho
subject of the proposal of the Cham.-

ber in regard to the modification
¥1om Do., No. 441, dated 2nd Septem.

ber with enelosure of the present opium sule  con-
Do, No. 422, dated 1th Ditto, ditions,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. MONRO,
Offg. Under-Secy. to the Gout, of Bengal,

xvit

Zrom Hox'wry 1. B. Drvereux, Officiating Junior: Sceretary to the
Board of Revenue, to the Seerelary to the Government of Dengal,—
(No. 811, duled the rd July 1561.)

Srr,—I have the honor, by dircetion of the Bomrd of Revenue, to
acknowledge the receipt of the Oxder of Government No.. 275A., dated
the 14¢h instant, forwarding for report, a letier from the Bengal Cliam-
Der of Commerce, dated the 7thultimo, in which it is proposed, in modi-

fication of the present opium
Rupees Uﬂﬂ') Ter chest on "Rllpucs I,Og"

100 -2 value not ex- 2000 sale conditions, to increase the

»o G00)ceeding wo B0 amount of deposit, ng ity 25

noted in the margin, in proportion to the selling price of the drag, and
to reduce the period allowed for redemption of Promissory Notes from
five days to twer

2. The majority of the Bonrd desire me to state that they ave dispos-
od to give the fullest consideration to_suggestions from the Chamber of
Commerce on such points as these; but as these yepresent only the

four howrs,

views of one of the many elasses of purchasers who fiequent the opium
sales, they think it would be

on these two proposed alterations of the other clusses whom they propose

lit (o endeavor ©o ascertain the opinions

to addyess on tlic subject.

3. The proposal to raise ‘the amount of deposit in proportion to the
sellin
quite unobjectionable. Clause 5 of the sale conditions aly

¢ price of the opium scems fo the majority of the Bomd to he
y, in fct,
provides for it. A deposit in a Promissory Note, cither for 25 per

Yed down, or

cven money of {he amount for which each lot is
rupees 1,000 ab the diseretion of the officer superintending the
“The Tatler alternative of rupees 1,000 per lot (of five chests)
has hitherto heen generally aceeptod as suflicient, bul the supexintending
officer of ihe sale has always been able where he thought fit to xequire
an wmount equal to one-fourth of the bid which is higher than that of

the Chamber's scale.

4. Tt oceurs to the majority of the Board that the proposed shorlen-
ing of the period allowed for the redemplion of Prowmissory Notes may
Te attended with hardship 1o even sowme of the Xuropean houses, whose
capital may pot be available at all times at such shovt nolice as twenty-
omr howss. Five days do not scom to the Bord too long for produciig
the Jarge amounts vequired as’ deposits from extensive purchasers, and
> vash speculation,

though it s not good poliey to encou
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the ofher hand advigable to throw dimc\dlic.s in the way of' enterprisc o
the part of small capitalists.  Reasonable time 11\}\51 be given to AS“C“ to
raise money. The Board will not, however, object t-o shortening ﬂx‘e
period for deposit to whatever all parties interested in the sales shall
aaree to be reasondble time.

"5, The senior member of the Board desires me to ay, on is bebalf
that, the first suggestion of the Chamber of Commeree would, if adepted,
e in his opinion inoperative, inasmuch as the measures taken and being
taken to augment the production of opium in India and the large and

increasing quantity known to be manufactured in Ching, exclude all -

possibility of' the price of the drug (now he sces only rupess 1,450 per
chest) 1ising to Tupees 8,000, and all reasonable probability of its ever
reaching Tapees 2,000, which latter price, he finds, was only attained for
the fivst time during the last twenty years in February of the present
year.

6. 'This scems o him sufficient ground for ref

ng from adopling
the fivst suggestion of the Chamber; and he conceives it to be against
the interest of Government to raise the amount of deposit in any way,
inasmuch as liberality in the terms of sale unquestionably tend to main-
tain a wide and free competition and to secure high prices, which more
than counterbalance the losses on defaults which some times, but very
seldom indeed, occur.

7. Tt also scews to him very doubtful whether moderate énl
of the amount of deposit would check rash speculation.

. Morcover he does not think it the duty of Govermnant to adopt
measures against any class of bidders while it seoins especially against ics
interest to act against the class to which the high prices all along obtain-
ed are mainly attributable, because once or twice in several years a few
of them exceed the limits of pradence and ruin themselves. All that o
seller Tas to look to is, in his opinion, bis own protection; and over-
speculation should be left to be eheoked by its own prnitive rosults.

9. He fully concwrs with bis colleagues in think
suggestion of the Chamber,

iancement

ing that the second
which, with reforence to the diffeuliy of
avranging loans in twenty-four howrs, would render it neccs

N ssavy for every
person proposing to

fokeep a considerable sw of moncy ready in
bis hands, iexpediont: but he docs not join with them in seckine fur.
ther information on the subjeet, as, thongh he can suppose that, ono
of bidders might approve of
the competition of other clas

wbone class
alterations in the rules ealoulated to check
ses, hie cannot see the fhintest shadow of &

xix

«hanee that the numerous classes of which the: mass of bidders.at tha
opin sales s composed will wnite in praying the Licntenant-Goverior
to contiact their facilities for purchasing opium. .

10. The Chamber’s letier is herewith returned, a copy having been
retained,

No. 338 (A.)
Froa
L. I LUSHINGTON, Isa.,

Secretary o the Government of Dengal,

Tue OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY

. 1o it BOARD or REVENUE,

Fort William, the 19t July, 1861,
Mis. Rev.,
Opinn.

Sy~ am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Ietter No. 31 1,
dated the 8rd instant, submitting the Bomd’s report on the proposal of
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for a modification of the present
opium sale conditions, and to commuaicate the following  observations
and orders in reply.

2. The Licutenant-Governor is of opinion that making the deposit
proportionate to the price bid is so thoroughly sound and reasonable 2
proposal, thal there can be in bis judginent no necessity for making any
further enquiries before adopting it He therefore agrecs at once to {he
proposal of the majority of the Board, in accordance with the opinion of
the Commititee of the Chamber of Commerce. AIl that will he necessary
will be to eancel that part of the rule allowing the alicrnative of a de-
posit of Rs. 1,000 for a lot of five chests at. the diserction of the officer
condueting the sale, ‘Lhis will be in the sense of the recommendation of
the Chamber of Commerce ; bub it will be still more effectual than the
plan they suggest.  Morcover, (though a wholesome change of practice,)

willbe no substantive change of rule, bui will merely prevent the
injudicious exercise of a discretion, which it is in no case really neces-
sary to allow:

3. The change of rule and practice, Lowever, will of cowrse he fully
made known before the next sale.
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4, On the question of shortening the term allowed for paying up,
the Tizutenant-Governor awaits the Board's” further report, alter fak-
ing the enquiry promised. Perhiaps the one change above authorized
may be found to make any favther change umnecessavy. :

5. The expression in the rule cven money” is ambiguous and hards
Iy correct; and the Licutenant-Governor thinks it will be better to
55 what is intended more completely in the new rule.

- 1 have the honor {0 be,
Sir, j
Your most bedient servant,
L. IL LUSITINGTON,

Seerclary to the Government of Bengal.

From Hox'wix 11, B. Drvirnux, Officiating Junior Secrelary fo' tic
Bowrd of Revenue, to the Secrelary to the Government of Bengal,—
(No. 370, duted the 2nd August 1861.)

Sur,—With reference to your letter, No. 3384, dated the 19th ultimo,
Thiave the honor, by direation o the Bord of Revenue to subunif o sug-
gestion for giving effect to the wishes of Government, in regard to a
raieable increase of the deposit on opium purchases.

2. “As previously stated, the sale conditions allow of & rateable depos
st of 25 pov cent,, but the principle of  making the deposit propor-
tionate to the price bid,” 35 intained, would eml

proceedings of the sale oom, where, nccording to the conditions, Lortol:z
2.bid can be regstered, the amount of deposit must be guarautesd by @
promissory note, if not demanded in cash, Tt will bo remembered fut
the putchaser of any lot Las the option of naming an

the par i d purchasing in
immediate succession, at the same pri

ay number of lots to the
extent of tneaty-fivo; so1hat the deposit world Live to be imnciately
ascertained by the process of caleulating 25 por cent,, or a fourth of (e
product obtsined by multiplying the price bd per chest by five, the
suurber of chests in a lot, and that sum by the mumber of lots ¢kon
Repeated ealculntions of this matuie could ot b made withou g 51,
of inaceuraey in a crowded and moisy auction room.
without cavsing a prolongation of the. sale, y
ence to the public.

3. The specific proposal of the Chamber

a sk
and cerfainly not
and necessarily inconveni-

of Commerce, which retains

xxi

the deposit of 200 rupees on’ & chest of value 1,000 rupees and raises
it to 400 rupees on a chest of value 2,000 rupees, would practically, in
all probability, effect no change in the amownt of deposit at the next
saleof thz 5th instant, when, it may be. expeeted; that the bids will
vary between these limits, The deposit would in each case be wniform-
Iy rupees 200 per chest as at present.

4. As therefore fulling into the views of Governmeat and st the
same time pursuing the recommendation of the Chamber, T have to
submit for the sanction of Government the following seale of deposits,
Dy which it occurs to the Board that the Department may secure as
much as it conveniently can take of the 25 per cent now demand-
able:— '

Deposit,
Bids up to any sum loss than Rs. 1,200 per chest..... . 200
From Its. 1,200 to any sun less than Rs. 1,600 ... L, 300

Trom Rs. 1,500 . ditto ditto 2,000 .
And so on, adding Rs. 100 to the deposit for every Rs,
sionally.

., 400
400 bid addi-

. No. 356 (A).
. IL LUSHINGTON, Isa,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

TFroar,

To
Tux OFFG. JUNIOR SECRETARY 10 1um
BOARD or REVENUE.
Tort Willicm, the 16th August 1863,
is. Rev.,
Opimm,

Siz,—1 am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 870,
dated the 2nd instant, submitting a suggestion by which the views of’
Government, in regard fo a rateable increase of the deposit on opium
purchased, may be carried out, and in xeply to’inforn you that the
Lieutenant-Governor approves of ihe Board's suggestion.

I have the honor to bie,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
B. IL LUSHINGTON,

Secretary to the Goverament. of Bengal.
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1. . Dovervux, Officiating Junior Secrotary o the

From ITox'n)

Board of Rcoenue, to the Secrctary to the Government. of Beongal—

(No. 483, dated the 26tk August 1861),

Sre,—Tn my letter No.11, dated dhe 5 wltimo, eporting on tho
proposals of the Bengel Chamber of Commerce. for cextain modifications
off the-opiuin sale conditions, it was - stated that the Bomd contemplate
ol ascertaining the opinions of othor classes of opitm puschasers on the
proposed altorations. A efvonlax then issued with this view has ciicited
the replies accompanying, which T am diceoted by the Bomd to submit,
with an abstact, for the information of Govermment. -
One of the two proposals of the Chamber, viz., that for increasing

¢ hese fmtiastions have the amount of deposit, has been already
been received befere going o disposed of by the orders of Government
e No. 335A., dated the 19th wltimo, fo which
cftiect will be given on receipt of the further instructions* solicited in
1y letter No. 370, dated the 2nd instant. The Board would not; there-
fore, firther allude to that proposal, but for the reply made by Mr. Eza
and others, suggesting “a rule for payment of deposit of rupees 2,000
per ot within s-four howrs” in po

onally delivering which reply
in the office Mr. Tzra wished it to be explained that the object desired
was a waiform deposit, whatever be the sum judged expedient. Var
ing deposits, he argued, would be attended with inconvenience, inasnus
as it would introdnee some uncertainty in the transactions which ovdi-
nanily follow cach sale before the lots e cleared by full payment. In
hese transact

by which lots ae transfved from one to another, the
deposit. of the first purchascr must form the basis of account, determin-
ing, as it docs, not further claim of Government. A fised depos
abserved, would therefore be prof

, he
able, as it wonld be more generally
wnderstood. The Board, however, adhere to {he plan of a rateable
deposit already suagested.

3. As xegauds the question of time for payment of deposits, it
appears to the Board that the reasons given by Messrs. Nusserwanjoo
and Co, and olkers, against shottening the term now allowed, v
Tate peviod at which orders for purel:
pondents at Bombay and ofher p

the
ases are veceived from their corres-

aces in India, often by felegtam on the
very day of salo; and the diffieulty these Agents w

ould have in making
avangements for advancing funds

for such purchases within a shovtor

period than five d.}ys, are enfitled to consideration,  As bearing on the

b

il

Trom Government No. 356, dated sogn~ Suliect 1nder consideration, T am
August 1832, instructed to request that you will
Soptompegiment No- 526, dated 20U 3o 4o the notice of the Licut,

Trom Government No. 419, dated 30th - Governor the correspondence which
October. took place in 1852, and is 1oferred
o in the margin, and which resulted in a continnance of the term of five
days now allowed for the redemption of promissory notes accepted
scewrity for deposits.

as

Abstract of Replies reccived to the Bomd's Civeular No. 812, dated
the Brd July 1561, addressed to the principal Dengal, Bombay.
Jewish, Parsee, Murwarrce, and Mogul opium merchants, inviting

opinions on the proposals mada
Ttupecs 200 (per Chiest on }nxvpces' 1,000 by the Bengal Chamber of Com-
w4009 valne mot -, 2000 B o
2 600 L execodimg o 50 meree, in modification of the
present opium sale conditions,
to inerease the amount of deposit, varying it, as noted in the margin,
in proportion to the selling price of the drug, and to veduce the period
allowed for redemption of promissory notes from five days to twenty-
four hours.
ZLetter Date.
11¢h July 1861.~Baboo Bshan Chunder Bose approves of a variation
on’the amount of deposit as proposed by the Chamber, but eonsidess
twenty-four hours too short a time for payment thereof, and states his
conviction that three days would be found generally aceeptable,
2th August 1861.—~Baboos Prawnlki
Chambier’s prop

en Law and Co. conenr in {he
to Increase the deposit, but state that for the pay-
went twenty-four hows is too short, “and that two clear days at least
ought to he allowed from the date of sale,”

8 August 1851.—Messrs. V. Nussorwanjee and Co. sugaest o modi-

fieation in the rates of deposit. as

00 on valuation of Rupees 1,000. .
o0 w00, Der margin, bub represent that

»o 46D " » 2,000, Sori " N ative fryme
"o » oo the majority of the Native frms

here ave only branch Tstablish-
e to depend both for orders for purchases and remittances
npon theix principals iv Bombay and other places ; and those orders by
telegram very frequently rench them on the morning of the sale day
and even during the sale; thag consequently time is nec:
ment; and “that if the 13

ments, and ha

vy for pa
oard will not increase the number of d
hitherto allowed, the present, five days be continued unaltered.”
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15 August 1861, —Messrs. Fuzil Jairaz and Co,- express opinions
similar to the preceding. o
16tk Awgust 1861.—Baboo Sewloll Muity Lall express opinions similar
to the preceding.
191 August 1861.—Desses: Nanjee Joycurn and Clo. and others express
opinions, similar to the preceding. B
4th August 1851.—Messts. Alladin Oboy Tubiblioy express opinions
similar to the preceding, but in

7 91 i 504 .
e, 200 on vatuation of Rs. 1060 f0 LA 111 40 the amount of deposit

100 ” 4 L5090 1o 2,000
» 20000 2,300 propose the rates as per margin

:" 00 "

or 4, 200 to cach Rs. 500. B T
in modification.

. Dussubhoy Tramjee Cama and Co. consider

proposed.

260 July 1861.—21
existing preferable to the

3 Awgust 1361, —Messrs, Hormusjee Bonunjee Cama and Clo. co

sider existing ar preferable to the modifications proposed

150k August 1861.~Mr, D. J. Bzva and others suggest “a rule for
payment. of deposits of rupees 2,000 per lot within twenty-four hours
leaving the other conditions as be

Board of Revene, o the Secrctary to the Gloser
(No. 438, dated the 28th August 1561.)

el of Tengal.—

Sim,—T have the honoy, by direction of the Board of Revemue, to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 326 (A.), dated the 16th
instant, approving of their suggestion in regard to a rateable increase of
the deposit on opium purchascs.

9. My letter No. 433, dated the 26th instant, contained the Boards
report on the second proposal of the Bengal Chumber of Commerce
arding tine allowed for the payment of deposi, and I have now to
solicit an carly reply to that communication in order that, should the
Licutenant-Governor desire any change in that respcet, all necessary
alterations in the conditions of sale may be-made at ofe time.

Trom Tox'ese 1L B. Duvensvx, Officiating Juior Sécrelary to the
Board of Revenne, io the Sccrelary to the Government of Bengaly—
(No. 444, duted the 2ud-Seplenber 1861.)

Si,=~In ‘continuation of my letfer No. 433 of the 26th ultimo, T am
diveeted by the Board.of Revenue to submit, in oxiginal, another letier

XXV

being a reply from the firm of Baboos Kissenram Mohun Toll and others
submitting their opinion on the proposals of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce for certain modifications of the opium sale conditions,

2. The return of the enclosure is requested when no longer. required.

No. 422 (A)
Frox

J. MONRO, Esq.,
Offis. Under-Secy. lo the Govt. of Bengal,

Tus OFFG. JUNIOR SECRETARY 7o tun
BOARD or REVENUE,
Tort William, the 4th Seplember 1861,
Mis. Rev.,
Opinm,

Slf:,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letiers
Nos. 433, 438, and 444, dated respectively the
. 26th and 28th ultimo, and 2nd instant ; and
in reply to say that the Licutenant-Governor thinks it best fo leave the
term of five days, at present allowed to purchasers of
the payment of deposit, unchaneed.

* Enclosurcs returned.

opium sales for

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
J. MONRO,
Off. Under-Secy. to the Glovt. of Bengal.
(True Copy.)
THOMAS JONES,

Register, Bengal Secrelariat.
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APPENDIX D.

WET DOCKS.

No. 4255,
From

LB

-COL. J. P. BEADLLE,

Offs. Seey. o the Gool. of Bengal in the . W, .

Fuz CHAIRMAN or rn
CHAMBER or

COMMERCE,

Dated TFort William, 19th Sept, 1561,

I W, Depte

G

Sin,—T am i

by the Licutenant

coled to communicate
5 13xccllency in Council ais follows :—
cousidens that it will be desirable that the
tonorable the Licut-Governor should now, or at
iy carly dafe which Do judges convenient, up.
point i Commiltec to consider the papers on 1ccord,
and o teporl on the degree of aid requited fion
Government.

51t must be distinetly wnderstood that a gua-
antee of interest camnot be given,  But the Go-
venmont will be disposcd to assist by {aking shares,
with the privilege of nominating a_ porlion of the
managing hody, if this shall scom desivable {0 all
par s,

ies.
6. Nopledge 1o give Tmd can be afforded in
the yresent position of fhe affair. The Govorn.
ment is well disposed to doso, bul 4 demand may
c for g1ound -such s Government. could ot
exoept at a disproportionate sactifice.
7. The Governmont is ulso ready 10 givo on
neering aid, il the Committce should déan it d
rable.

& Government will of course givo overy fucility
fo scering, by cunclment, to the partics conatrict.
ing the dock, he privilege of levying appropii
chatges.

The extent Lo which the 2id of Govermment
in the foregoing yespeets may be necessary or deel.
sable, will "o considercad by the Commitlee, lug
Tam o obscrve that unless the plan gan be mde
to work s an odinary Joint Stock Gompany,
Without & guarntee of profits i any form, there 1

give

nor of Bengal 1o addx
your Chamber on the sub-
Jjeet of the establisnent
of Wet Docks at Caleutta,
with reference to the views
cnunciated Dy His Bxcel-
Tency the Governor-Gene-
ralin Council in a letier,
dated 26th August 1861,
an exiraci
given marginally.”

2. The Licut.-Govern-
or is prepared {o name u
Committee constituted as

from which is

indicated in the above ex-
tract; bhut before doing
his, he wishes to ascer-
tain what prohability there
may be, of the formation,
now orat any carly date,
of & Company with sufli.

1}
I
!

xxvil

10 conrse but fo_abandon it, ns far as tho Govern-
et is concerned, and leave it altogether to i
vate enferprise, 10 which it certainly apperiaing
vather than to the class of national sndert 3
10 1 appears to the Governon in Coun-
cil that the composition of the Commnitice should
De much the same as in 1646, viz,, Government and
Railway Bngincers, Merehants, & Government Re-
venue Officer, and a Murine Ofiicer.

cient funds for so large
an.amdertaking, under the
conditions suzgested in the
letter of the Government.

of India. The Lientenant-
e

1tis 1onor the Licut-Governor will perhaps cause

communication to be made to the Chamber of
neree, with the view of forming such a Com-
.

it

3 Lherefore, be-
fore appointing the Com-
mittee, (of which, when
constituted, it is his in-

tontion to request the favor of your Chamber nominating two- mem-

hers,) is desivons of heing informed of the
ber of Commerce respecting the probable
which appears o him a primary question,

opinion held by the Cham-
formation of a Company,

1 have the honor 10 be,

Sir,,

Your mos|

L obedient. servant,

3.2 BEADLE, Lieut.- Cil,

Off. Seey. to the Go

wl. of Bengal, . V. Dep,

Brxcar Cuasi or Comsuncr,

Culcutta, 410 October, 1661,

LIBUT.-COL. J. 2. BEADLE,

o

. lo the Govt.
Dublic

of Bengal,

¢ Worlis Department.

Si,—T am dirceted by the Commitice of the Chamber of Commeree to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 4

255 of the 19th ultime, and

to stale in reply that the positive decluation by 1lis Tcellency the

Covernor-General in Comneil that a guaran
given compols them to abandon the firther e

of Wet Do

ks for Caleuita,

1

ntee of interest cannot he
msidleration of the question

have, &
LWL T WOOoD,

Seeretary.




APPENDIX B.
SUBSIDIARY LANDING AND PASSING PLACES
UNDER CUSTCM HOUSE CONTROL.

No. 318.
Trox
C. CHAPMAN, Esa,
Collector of Customs, Calcuita,
To

Tug SECRETARY or mnr
CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.
Dated the 25th June 1861.

Sim,—T have the honor to forward extract from. a letter No. 136A.
under date the 16th March 1861, paras. 6 and 7 from the Seerctary to
the Government of Bengal to the Secretary to the Government of Tndia
on the subject, of establishing subsidiary landing and passing places
under the Custom House Control, and to solicit your favoring me with
the views of the Chamber of Commerce on the following points :—

Ist. Whether they consider the proposal advantageous to the mercan-
tile community at large.

2udly. -1 s, by their pointing out. what ghauts or Tanding places
would in their opinion be best adapted for such purposes.

2. T am under the impression that there is no immediate neeessity
for the establishment of any such subsidiary landing or passing places,
and that the merchants themselves would prefer to land and pass their
goods, as at present, on the ground that the present landing place is the
most centrical,

3. It scems to me that if the improvements recommended by me in
my letter to the Board of the 27th December and ju the Customs Clom-
mittee’s report of the §th of January 1861, be carried out, there would
e ample accommodation for landing and shipping goods,

xxix

4. Should the Chamber, however, be of opinion that such subsidiary
landing places be xequired, I will chiéerfully support any proposition
of theirs, which may appear feasible, and tend to increased facility for
the landing of goods.

5. There is also another point on which I am desirous of obtaining
the views of the Chamber, viz. in regard to the petly pilfering of aoods
while on the wharf. I have proposed that the ground cuside the
Custom House premises be- surrounded with a good iron railing with
gates, and that at a certain howr the gates be closed and every one
turned out. With reference to the inside sheds I have rccommended
that .the open ones De protected with iron gratings with entrances—and
that'at & r.ar. each day the entrances be closed and locked with joint
keys, one to be refained by the wharf controller and the other by some
authorized party on the part of the importers whose goods are lodged
in the shed—and that no watehers e aliowed to remain inside the
premises during the night.

6. Tam confident that the pilfering could by these means be put an
end to in a great measure if not wholly—but the only difficulty in the
introduction of & measure of this nature is, whether, by so doing, the
Government might not render themselves responsible for the goods.

7. It would perhaps be Detter to meet and discuss these points, and
if convenicnt T shall he happy to meet the Committeo on any day and
at any hour most convenient to them—=an carly date would be preferable,
as 1 am called on to send up my report with as little delay- as prac-
ticable, .

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
C. CHAPMAN,
Collcctor of Customs.
Latract from a lelter No. 136 4, dated 16th Mearch 1861, from the

Secretary to the Government of Bengal fo the Sccretary to the Go-

vernment of India, Home Department—Paras. 6 and T.

G. But the Licutenant Governor thinks it will be right to aford iadé
the convenience of subsidiary landing and passing places, under Custom
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I{ouse contral, fo the fallest extent. that may be requisife, such as_are
deseribed by Mr. Sposner s existing at Bombay : on the one hand it
scems to the Licutenant Governor indispensable for the security of the
revenue that all goods should pass under the control of the Custom
IHouse, which will examine whatever it thinks fit ; but on the other hand it
seems Lo the Licutenant Governor a real hardship, especially in the case
of heavy goods, to require any avoidable loading and carting and un-
loading, after the goods have once touched the shore.

7. The Licutenant Governor is inclined o think that the appropria-
tion, (hough not, necessavily the exclusive appropriation, of eertain landing

in staples would be a convenience.
(True Txtract.)
C. CHAPMAN,
Collector of Customs.

places for cerd

Custox Iousr, Carcurra,
The 25th June, 1861,

Bixgar Cuamnir or Conmurer,
Caleutta, 1140 July 1561,
C. CIIAPMAN, Esc.,
Collzclor of Customs.

Sim,—Your lettor No. 318 of 25th June has been duly considered by
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, and T am directed by
; ¥
ary landing or passing places as proposed by the Ilon'ble
the Licut.-Governor,

them to state that in their opinion no necess ts for the establish-

ment of subsi

Conducted as it is at present he system connceled with the landing
of inward cargoes calls for an estemsion of the accommodation it now
finds so insuflicient, not. however in the form suggested, but in 8 consi-
derable enlargement of the viver frontage now appropriated for such
purposes, with suitahle fucilitcs of wharfs, crane jotties, &e.

I the measure vecommended by M. Bullen, the lte president. of ghe
Chamber i the 10th para. of bis minnte of 15t Junnary 1861, wero
adopted, the fgade of Caleutta would he greatly velicved from the o
venieneos i now Tabours wnder: the rosmmendation was * fho oon.

allel with the Custom Tonse, proje

struction of & whart running par

xxxi

ing as fir ag the eranc jeity already existing, and extending as far as
the Bankshall bathing Ghat: on the land thus reclaimed a shed paratlel
1o the present shed should be constructed, and there should be small
cranes for Janding goods at all states of the tide erected on the wharf.”
T'hese and other facilities at a centrieal point like the Custom -House
would to a considerable extent meet the requirements of the inward
trade of Caleutts, and the carly adoption of this suggestion would he a
greab convenience to the increasing traflic of the port.

On the subject of petty pilfering of goods while in transit through
the Custom ouse the Commitiee reserve the expression of their opinion
4l the (uestion has heen considered by them at greater length.

1 have the honor to be, &c.,
IL W. 1. WOOD,

Secretary.

T
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APPENDIX I :

ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

No. 1168.
Frox
W. GREY, Esquir,
Secy. to the Govt,.of India,
To *
IL W. L WOOD, Esquirn,
Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commeree.
Dated Fort William, the 12th June, 1861,
Tome Dept. .

Tlec. Telgh.

Sr,-—T am desived to request that the Caleutta Chamber of Commerce
will favor the Governor General in Council with their general opinion as
tothe efficiency of the Blectric Telegraph for commercial purposes, and
that. they will be good enough to furnish a statement of the fotal number
of messages, sent or reccived during a given period,—say from a weel
to a month previous to his date,~by any firms or establishments
connected with the Chamber, shewing what proportion of them were
delivered with ity and

rectness, and in what
proportion any delay or error oceurred so material as to detract from
the commercial value of this means of comnuuication.

2. Mis Excellency in Council desives me to add that it the: Chamber
have any sugzestions to offer for the improvement of the Telegraph
Department, the Government will he glad to receive them,

Thave the honor o be,
Sir,
Your most ohedient servant,
W. GREY,
Secy. 1o the Govl. of India,

il

Brxear Crasurr or Covrer,,

Calentta, 14tk August 1861,

W. GREY, Esq.,

Seeretary to the Goverument of Tudia, Home Department.

i—T have the honor to acknowledge the reccipt of your letfer
0. 1168 of the 12th June, relative to the Telegraph Department,
which lias heen cireulated very gencrally mmong the commercial esta-
blishments of Caleutta; and I am directed by the Committee of the
Chamber of Commeree to submit the following observations for the con-
ideration of His Iixeell the General in Couneil :—

The Committee consider that the Blectric Telegraph Service of Tndia
is deficient in the two great points which can alone render it valuable
¢ther to the Government or the Commerce of the country, namely,” des-
patch and aceuracy in transmission. The Commitice can only speak
practically as regards the Jatter, and in support of their opinion they
append, for the information of Ilis Txcelleney the Governor-General
in Council, the opinions of most of the leading merchants of Caleutta
upon this subject. It is not easy to understand why the working of
this serviee should not, h

ve improved during the six or seven years
which have passed since it was first opened to the public; but with some
exceptions the Committee, from every day experience, believe such to
be the ease.  They are well aware that the superior officers in charge
of the service are men of ability and zealous for its eflicient exeeution H
but in consequence of what the Committee believe {o be the cause of
the present unsatisfactory working of the system, namely, defective
construction and bad organization, the exertions of these gentlemen
are neutralized, and but of little value to the public. The Committce
are of opinion that if the construction of the line had been entrusted {o
persons th il

3 with the Buropean system, and not to
men who, as far as this particular system was concerned, were mere
theorists, the chief defects now evident would have been avoided. Can
it be expected that the Telegraphic communication for all Tndia can be
maintained with any thing like correctness or despateh when the means
of transmission is limited to the use of a single wire P—and when this
wire is cmployed by Government for many hours, as it frequently is,
private messages must nee

sarily be detained, and their correciness

endang

el by the delay.

-

=2

il %
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As reoards the gross exrors which so frequently ocetr ill.ﬂlc mc«ng.cg
the Conumittee helieve they are fo be atiributed to- the mistaken poliey
on the part of the Authorities who, for cconomical reasons, l'm\'c thought,
arics, as siguallers and copyists, persons
ans whose waut of education -and proper

proper o emplay at low
chielly Natives and Tra : o
training renders them wnfit for the appointments which they hold.  The

Committee ave also informed that, the Tnspectors cmployed are not -

cufliciently mumerous to keep up an eflicient supervision of the several
lines in work. )

i s gonerally believed by men practieally acquainted with the work-
ing of the Turopean system, an opinion in which the Committee fully
coneu, that Telearaphic communication in Tndia would be worked more
sfuctorily and profitably to the Government and the public it it was
entrustod to private enterprise; for which capital could readily e found

in Bagland,
T have the honor to be, &e.,
H. W. I W0OD,

Secrotary.

Tiatracts' from the Opinions of the several leading Merchants

of Calontta,

1. Tn reply to your letter of the 18th instant, we heg to say that the
first, tling required, in owr opinion, for the improvement of the Tele-
graph Depattment, is that the Superintendent should he ordered fo be
present in some, part of the establis]
its working, and where e will he accessible to fhe public. Major
Douglas at present sifs in 1 room at the top of a three-storied hous
the whole working of the Telegraph is camied on below on the ground
floor, Tt is manifest, therefore, that he eannot be the least aware ‘of the
manner in which the work is done.,
Major Dong sic. ) is compelled to give a card {0 a
peon al the bottom of the ¢ wha ¢ it up to Major Douglas,
and in time vetwrns with permission to climb to the top of the house ;
this time being generally from 10 to 15 minutes, during which the vie-
tim has to wall about a dark damp passage without even any thing {o
sit down mpon.

Tt appears to us that the work :ofn’]olon'wph Offiee is, of a others,
one which requires coustant superintendenze and appropuiale accommo-

whenee he can s

perintend

On your wishing to have acceés o

a5 on busine;
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dation, without which no good system ean possibly be carsied out, e
should, before any other change, recommend that a-convenient Telegraph -
Oflice be at once provided by Government without which the work can
never be efliciently performed.

2. In yeply to your cireular regavding the Tlectric Telegraph, we
beg to record-our opinion that the two leading faults of which the wmer-
cantile community have a right to complain, are frequent delays in {he
transmission of messages, and an extraordiny want of intelligence on
the part of those whio reduce them 1o w

ting.
In a few messages which we lately exchanged with a firm at Madras,
we find the following absurd blunders :—
Hydrabhay for hydvaulic,
Containing for contain,
Publication for application,
Ball for bale,
Celling for calling,
And thivthicth for thirteenth,
These six errors ocourred in four message

With regard to the efficiency of the Telegraph for commercial pur-
poses; we think that, as it s at present minaged, o werchant inewrs a
rave responsibility who acts upon any telogran the puport of which
does not tally with his preconceived notions, or, in other words, that i a
messige reports an wnespected high or low rate of prices, it is probably
a blunder of the “Celegraph, and cannot safely be acted upon,

3. Will xeforence o your cireular dated 18th June, T Vg to say
T have no'evidence 0 give of the working of the Telegragh Department
for the time for which Government require ity viz,, from a week toa
month previous o 12th June; but former experience warranis my
Joining in what I elicve to be the general opinion, that the Telegraplic
Dep

4. That the system of Telegraphic communieation in Tndia has nof
improved as r

tment bas been culpable of eross negiect.

es and the time ocen-
is 2 fact to which I
will generally bear tesiimony. . The Merchants and
Bankers certainly will,

pied i theiv delivery dwing the last five y
Delieve the puly

“The experience of one month in the year hardly. con
idea of the almost daily blunders which oceur in the

s an adequate
Ansmi:

messages on all the lines, especially those 1eccived from Bomba
Madras, blunders which are liable 1o cause losses of grent mo
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to the persons sending or receiving the telegrams. The following is an oflicials without obtaining a satisfictory explanation of the cause of the 5;
instance of this, but other facts could be adduced in which the errors Blunders made in transmission ;— %
were more numerous. 1 can ovly speak positively to the messages A message by letter from Mamitius, and correctly given for transmis- i
received, bub there have been complaints from Bombay in regard to sion Dy our Agents in Galle, quoted a certain staple export four dollars T
those despatchied i— ; per bag, but in the Telegraph message it is given as five dollurs per g, v

T

We are aware that a neighbouring firm reccived a similar message in

Tth May 17t June. H . .
17t May lo 17 : which the same error oceurred, and we eannot regard this crror olher-

Messages to and from Bombay and Galle—21 received and 17 des- | wise than o wilful one on the part of some in the employ of the 4
patehed. bt Telegraph. A
On the 16th, from Galle, Tundreds were quoted instead of tousands A message transmitted from London by letter to Bombay gives us o ,".;3_
of ounces, ; limit of fwo thousand pounds, which is delivered to us as one thousand, &
On the 29th, from Bombay, unintelligible on 11th June, 6 days cn ! and the only satisfaction we can obtain is the same as given in the former i
- voute, and quite incorreet. i . ) (
o On 15th June ditto ditto. I Attention ought to be called to the state of the Lines between Caleutta, g
i :j-t Tour out of those reccived were not only useless, but in ‘the instance Akyab, and Rangoon, and to the alleged fact that between this and ii
e of one message we had a narrow eseape of serious loss,—as though the Jessore the wires: are suspended on slim hamboo poles which give way ‘,,!.
4 message received was found when compared with original received from R in every storm. This Line has been virtually closed for months past li
i) Bombay incorrect, yet the sentence was so connected as o remove any ok through constant interruption. v
,Jﬁ,: doubt of its correctness when received—luckily a later message was 7. Our experience of its operations has led us to the conclusion that,
received the same day which led me to doubt the accuracy of the first. ' for commercial purposes, it is not of the least use as at present con- o
5. We shall be obliged by your submitting, for the information of the . ducted.  The two great essentials to render it valuable to commerce )
Chiamber, the following case of imposition,—for we consider it nothing i being wanting, viz, certainty of trausmission within a proper time, and :"
Tess on the part of the Bloctric Telograph office i— f the corect delivery of messages. We have found that messages by {
We received this morning a bill for rupees 7-5 for o message alleged ‘elegraph have frequently reached their destination only « few hours )¢
to have been sent to our addvess from Bombay. - The number of the before the copy of the same by Post, and sometimes not wntil. after the 4511 E
message not appearing on the face of the bill as usual, we returned it ; copy by Post had been delivered. - And frequently messages are <o N
with 2 memorandum requesting the information, and were informed in distorted and rendered wnintelligible that they are not of the least usc SI‘
reply that  the message did not reach Caloutia” We then asked why whon received. ;5!
we were ealled upon to pay for it, and were again informed in reply that , For these reasons we have nol of lnte made use of the Telograph as ﬁ‘l
¢ the message was duly sent from Bombay, but appears fo have heen ol ication, trusting in pref to the slower but more {iu
Tost on the rond 1" Our only conrse was fo pay the Lill, which we have certain delivery of messages by the Post. i
done, and now enclose it and the memorandum for your inspeetion, 8. We do get a few Lelegraph communications oceasionally ; but we
6. We nidke constint wuse of the wires in dixections, and {ukin Inst : huve never yel seceived one that was of any use 1o us, being cither
month as a criterion, veceive or send on the nverage sixty-four mossazes ! totally unintelligible, or uiterly useless from being “tou long on the
monthly, each ranging in length from 16 t0 100 words, in many of which road,” geneally both togethes '
errors {0 a greafer or lesser extont ocour; but on the whole o are ] 9. Our messages are very often too late and bebind time. We had

satisfied with their general acenr, i sev

) messoges from Alkyab when the cable was in order, which
We therefone confine our complaints to the following, received within oveupied from cight to nine days. )

the last few days, which we have brought to the notice of (he T'ele Wb 10, We bave continual causes of compluint for mistakes and omissions
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in felegraphing our steamers, and have recently ‘on more: than' one
i Drought' them oflicially to the notice of Major Douglas, but

oceas
without eflecting. any veform, On a recenl oceasion also our Madras

Asents telegraphed to s, prepaying for owr xeply. Ouwr clerk throughy
inudvertence paid here for onr reply, and on pointing out the double
pryment aud demanding o zefund, Mojor Douglas on the 11th. June
informed s he eould make no refund here,
11, We have a very unsatistactory account fo give of our Telegrams,
hey axe offen latz, sometimes missing, and rarely correct, .
12, We have had freqnent eause of complaint. i

13, Our experience leads us 1o place little or no confidence in the -

Telegraph Office as-a means of’ transmitting messages:
14 The ses we receive ave frequently wnintelligible, parti-
enlanly those from Galle. We think that if the hour of despatels was

stated in the messages, it would be an improvement and a wholcsome
check to irregulavities.

15, We do not hink that the Blectrie Telograph Department can e
considderedt as < eflicient for commercial purposes” as it oughi Lo bo,
as it might be made, and there s still
about the reeeipt and

nt anoant of wnceriainty

e 4s Lo prevent its heing
suich as i othierwise could be, and to constitnte & great draw-
back on its

used

fdness. Tt is not nénrly o woll condueted as in Baglaiidy

or Ameriea, whiore mistales and dclays axe vare fndecd, and fho
i it probally never wil attan o the s desroe of cficioncy 15
in those comntries, we (ink s much more behind havel (han it ooy
10 e, :

hein

Ab the sams tine we are fur from thinking it as neflicient, o many
may probably suppose it to be from the way in which it i whused in the
pewspapers; and from he cases thete given (no doubt correctly) where
it s failed, these cases of furlure attrn
on well 1o notice is taken.

ot attention, bt when all gocs

We have veferred to our accounts, and find that in 1561 we have sent
Lelegrams to Ceylon 19, Bowbuy 7, Madras 5, Mirsapore wid ollor
places i dndia 9, Belbourie vid Galle G, Loudon 10 56 i 11, o
are Lelegrams the resuls of which e ;

ko, We may have reccive,

about half the above number, and the result is {hat the I’
generally been sent sund veccived protty
the wprds
most cascs

elegrams have
1y in point of time, and (Lt
© come generally aceuate cnough to be ingel]
ynearly cotreet, and in o goud wmany ¢

ey in

«quite correet.

ing wistakes in names.  Notwithstanding this, our ‘Tel
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Some lines appear o he served, being mmch better than others ; for
instanee, Calentia to Colombo ; we have sent 19 mess
20 i veply, and they were mosily in good fime, and nearly all corveet 5

s, and veceived

probably this may he partly owing to the fict that all were (o the sane
When delays and mistakes have

honse and all on the same sulject.
occwrved in this and former years, we have generally found them to be
where we have parties telégraphed to for the first time or upon new
subjects, For two years we have been sending messages to a house in
London always on the same subject, and they always reach vegulaly snd
correctly: Lately we sent to Bombay, for London, three Felegrams

same time, one to this house, and two to now houses, - An

difliculty, we had written in the heginning of the year to Supor
at Bombay and Galle, and sent Tists of all houses in Kngland to
pected to telegraph, fn order that there might he meaus of cor

m to the old

hom

we

ived correotly, but those o the ew ones only reached

correspondent a
a fortnight later and were of no- value. Tecontly we had a meksane
uys coming from Bombay, and one was sent from Mirzapore, ani

six
has never been received by us at all. With these three exceplions we
have no specidl cases of complaint, but in all thice it appears (o us that

@ must have been great carclessness.

Where messages are iucorrect, it scems.generally to avise from want
of intelligence on the part of same of the cmployés of the department.
We ke allowance for wistakes in case of new and diffcalt matfers,
It such sinpid blunders ave sometimes made as woukd seen (o how (i
the'parties maling thein can hardly unde
such blunders as are never made in Englund, and which the poss
of ovdinary intelligenee would avoid.

We have reforred to our own private experience of fhe working of (he

Departwent, but we ave all inferested in public news, and we think (ke
Department is freely cntidled fo claim credit for {he to
despately of public news from Bngland, China, &, and of commercisl
audvices to the Chamber of Commerce fromn England, Bonbay, and China ;

crally areu

in the Chine quotations, bowever, mistakes are made move frequontly
than they ought. to be.

We do not use the T'elezraph as mneh as we would do if it were more
accurate, and wo helieve it might he made nieh more aceraté by the

employment of hetteir men, and their better payment necessary o secrire

abetter class. Yo heliove the department. pags a profit at present, aud
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i so, it would be only just to improve it: we helieve it wonldpay well
also fo do if, as many more messages would he sent.  In eases of proved

nogleet, what is. paid for messages cortainly onght to he refimded, and

part or the whole of sueh refiund shonld be deducted from the pay of
on in fault. Good men should he employed, they should have

the pe

good pay, and be told that they would lose part if they commmilied
serious fidt, This is the system in the Bank of Tngland in the Cashier's
Department, or used fo be. The Clerks were paid «
they ove 1 2 cheque or lost money in other ways, they were liable
to make good the loss; if they made no mistakes, they kept the risk
We think that, if some sueh plan were tried here, it would be
well—the good men would like it. At present it takes some time and
trouble to write in with particulars of complaint, and all that is ever ot
is an_expression of regret, the announcement that no money can he
returned, and an intimation that the culprit

money ;" it

as heen reprimanded.  We
have gencrally sent in complaints owrselves, but we know of others who
do not, considering that it is only waste of time as well as of money.

16. T reply to your fuvor, ealling on us for an expression of our opi-
wion as to the flicioncy of the Blectric Telegraph for commercial pur-
Doses, we regret tosay that we Lave no great faith in the utility of {he
department while nnder its present manngement, as through the frequent;
disappointments we have met with in consequence of the delay, or
unintelligible state of owe messages, we have almost ceased to make u:
of his means of comumunication, of which we would gladly and fre-
quently avail had we any assurance that we could do o0 with the cor-
tainty that owr messages would meet with even ordinary cave in trans-
ission.  As it is, we are dowbtful of the expedicney of paying heavily
for messages with a great chance of fheir miscarry
deliveied at a time, ot only

ing, or which may he
to be of no use, but possibly of harm, as
the featwres of the matter of which they treated may have altered.
Wehave sufered considerably owselyes by the lo

ngth of time our telo-
graphs o Akyab, Galle, and other places have been in transit, and we

have been pot to amuch inconvenience lately by a message from Galle
o owr addvess not having reached us wntil five da
then in an wnintelligible form,

after its date, and
: Te san thus . Duster for Toods, no
shillings for Graham The Superintendent rof
tition, thongh the wording in its
1o reference to our

fused 10 ask for « rope-
present form is meaningloss, and has
Dusiness; and when we inquived

] il we must pay for
this worthdess affii the yeply o

was, that if you do not pay, you will

xhi

mever rceeive another hearing message.”  In answer {o our complaints
to the superintendent heve, we have generally been sent printed cir-
culars, giving us no satisfiction or explanation whatever.

Not only in the working of the Lelegraph itself; but in the commonest
details of the oflice, the greatest carclessness seems to exist, for so Iate
as yesterday we received a letter addressed to us, enclosing a veturned
telegram intended for Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie and Company,
while that firm were sent a message intended for us.

17. In answer to your circular letter of date 25th instant, wishing
our opinion with regard to the efficiency of the Tlectric Telegraph for
commercial purposcs, we have {o slate that our own experience of the
irregularity and incorrectness with which very many of our messages
have been forwarded, has caused us to conclude that this department
of Government has been inefficiently wrought. Not a few of our
intended telegrams never reached their destination ; and the same applies
10 messages intended for us from other stations.  Many were incorrectly
forwarded, Teaving the receivers only to guess at the meaning, and some

were quite unintelligible,

I the p ity and in the ission of mes-
sages by the Electric Telegraph, we have fo bring to the notice of the
Chamber that a message from London, despatched from Bombay on the
9th instant, xeached us only yesterday evening, taking nine days for
transmission ; while the copy of the above message came to hand yester-
day morning by the usual Bombay mail.

On several occasions we had to complain of the gencral management.
of the Telegraph office for irregularities; we have always been told
Dy the officials that we have to make our compluint citler to Galle or
Bombay, as the fault was never with them ; threatening to stop all our
messages il we did not pay for those that either we were over-charged
for, or that came in unintelligible language.
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0. of days®
{,ﬁ;m%f;f;l’a""l For Steamer, Zeaving Galle, Reached Galle. 2o & AU pemarts,
25th May, 1861... About Jullc 1.
30th June, 55 e 12

wesn June 3r
Y. eveeene

. 4 )
«v _Refused, because the
line was interrupted.

Received in Cal- - Despatcht@ from e amgission. Romarts.
cutta. Bombay.

2 days.. TWe have seldom received an Eng-
lish mail message in Jess time,
8th June..... 10 days .. This messnge took the same time

as the Exprese letter which it
was intended to anticipate,

TWe have not tried the Electric Telegraph much of late, because of
the unsatisfactoriness of the working of it. Above is a note of our
Iatest messages and their result.

19. We have had frequent cause of complaint regarding our messages
from Saugor and Galle, those from the latter station being frequently
94 hours and more behind the Inst of the public news. We have also had
o complain that the rule which provides for private messages heing sent
of in the order in which they are tendered is apparently little regarded
in the Galle office, and our experience of correspondence with the
department for redress of grievances (even when made in the most
specific form) is most unsatisfactory. The compulsory insertion in a
telegram of the date and hour at which it was despatched would, we
1hink, be a practical benefit, and be generally acceptable even if adding
slightly to the cost of the same.

20. We reccive messages from Bombay on arrival of every mail,
swhich oceupy three or four days in reaching us, besides receiving and
sending messages from and to Bombay and other places very often.
‘With one or two exceptions they never have reached their destination
at the time they should have done so0, and sometimes messages that have
been sent have never reached at all. 'We complained at first, but never
got any satisfaction, and of late have kept no record.

15t Junc, 1861, 30th May.we

Lth o e

APPENDIX G.

VESSELS NEGLECTING TO HOIST THEIR NUMBERS
WHEN PASSING SIGNAL STATIONS.

Benean Cuamper or ComMMERCT,

Caleutta, 2nd August, 1861.

E. II. LUSHINGTON, Isa,
Secy. to the Govt..of Bengal.

Str,—On the 26th January 1859 I had the honor of expressing the
opinion of the Committec of the Chamber of Commerce as to the incon-
venience arising from vessels proceeding up and down the river not
shewing their numbers : in acknowledgment of which the Committee
were favored with your oflice memo. No. 124 of 25th Iebruary, accom-
panied by copics of letters from the Superintendent of Marine and the
Master Attendant; and these communications were followed by your
Tetter No. 176 of 22nd March (with enclosed copy of letler from
Superintendent of Marine—No.. 2
of the Chamber was requested as to the expediency of adopting the
suggestions made by the Superintendent with the view to prevent a
repetition of the proccedings referred to. The suggestions: were that
under Act XXIT. of 1855 the hoisting of a vessel's number on arrival
within signal distance of any of the river stations be made imperative
on all masters of ships, the signal to be keps flying until answered, and a
penalty to be inflicted in ease of neglect.

That it be also made imperative on the pilot that lie shall sce that the
vessel's number be properly shown, and that he be held lLsPUusIML,
under pain of punishment, for any disregard of this order.

In reply, under date the 19th April 1859, the Committee expressed
{hieir entire approval of these suggestions, declaring it absolutely neces-
sary that steps should be forthwith taken for terminating the irregularities

273 of 15th idem) in which the opinion®
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so requently committed, and stringent measures adoptcd for their non-

recurrence,  Impressed with the expedi of p g by legislati
ennctment against the cvils complained of by the (/lmmber, whose:
were fully b d by the i dent of Marine

mnl Master Attendant, His Honor the Lieut. Governor submitted the:
subject to the then Dlember for Bengal, by whom a bill “to enforce

“signals of the names of vessels passing signal stations establishied within

the river Hooghly and the branches thereof,” was introduced into the
Tegislative Council on 28th 1 ay. The Council however did not concur
in :lnc reasons advanced in the Dill, and it was negatived on the second
reading.

After an interval of nemly two years this important matter has again
been very urgently pressed upon the attention of the Chamber, and the-
Committce deem it incumbent on them to submit it anew for the con-
sideration of His Honor the Lieut. Governor. A case has occurred
within the Iast ten days which points forcibly to the absolute necessity
of providing means by which the master of & vessel and the pilot, in
charge shall be vendered amenable to the authority of the Marine
Department in respect to the display of a ship’s proper signals. Llie
Committec have the most reliable information in stating that the ship
“Marseilles,” which went ashore off Fultah Point, had to land all the
roops at that place, and to put the Buropean women and children and
prisoncys on board the Steam Tug “ Phenix;” but all this while the ship
shewed no numbers, nor did she shew any on passing Atcheepore on the
way down: and it is vespectfully submitted that this instance of neglect
to report by telegraph so serious an accident should not be passed over,
and that both the master and pilot of the ¢ Marseilles” should be called
upon for an explanation of a palpable dereliction of duty.

Accidents to shipping not being duly reported in the Government
Telegraph Gazette was the subject -of the Chamber's representation of
25th April last, and the Committee respectfully invite the attention of
he on'ble Lieut.-Governor to it and the whole question involved in the
various references they have alluded to,

Thave the honor to be, &e.,
1L W. I WooD,

Seerelary.

i
|
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. ‘No. 332.
Frox

J. D. GORDON, Esa,,

Junior Sec]/. to the Govt. of Bengal.

To

Tue LEGISLATIVE MEMBER ror BENGAL,

Fort William, the 41l September, 1861,

Marine.

Six,—I am desired to forward to you the accompanying copy of a
Jetter, dated the 2nd ultimo, from the Scerctary to the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, urging the adoption of measures to compel Commanders
of Vessels ascending the river to hoist their ships’ number when within
signal distance of any of the river stations,

2. The Licut.-Governor has read the debate on the second reading
of a Bill introduced by Mr. Sconce with the above object in May 1859,
which was rejected, and is led to infer that the Council generally has no
absolute and insuperable objection to the principle of the proposed
cenactment, but it was not then convinced that a case had been made out
suflicient to justify the imposition of a novel obligation on masters
of ships.

3. The Licutenant-Governor trusts that this doubt will be overcome
Dby this repeated application of the Chamber of Commerce, for certainly
10 body of persons ean have better means of knowing the full force of
the practical evils which the mensure is intended to guard against than
has the Chamber of Commeree. And whilst the Chamber of Commeree
speaks in the interests of commerce generally, it is a body which cannot
be supposed to have no special regard for the shipping interest, as that
is one of the interests which it represents. When, therefore, such o
Dody pronounces a deliberate and matured opinion of the advisability,
no less for the sake of the genéral shipping interest than for the sake of
commercial interests generally, that all masters of vessels should be
constrained to do a certain service to -the public which is pronounced
by practical men to be of great importance, and which is known to be
so little onerous to Masters of vessels that in ninety-nine cases out of
« hundred it is voluntarily done by them, it does appear to the Licute-
nant-Governor that very great weight ought to be allowed to that opinion,

4. - As Merchantmen, generally speaking, carry plope;(y consigned
to numerous merchants, to each one of whom the arrival of the vessel
is o matter of interest, it scems no unreasonable requisition to insist upon

-
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the fact of arrival being made generally known so soon as it can be made
D Kknown without inconvenience or appreciable trouble. And as by Law
& every merchantman, without exception, is obliged to carry the public % :
o mails, the arrival of which is o matter of public interest, it scems on i APPENDIX H. &
- this ground that the obligation to make known the arrival of the mails T
- at the .cnrlicst possible moment slm.uld follow as a necess:u;?' part of.the i SUNDAY MAILS. L». ‘ |
- obligation to carry them, and to deliver them on the carliest possible | Al
o opportunity, which the law, upon the soundest principles of policy, i : ﬂ\ /78
already imposes. Indeed it seems to the Licutenant-Governoi that the Bexcan Ciramser or CoMMERCE, »‘M iz
keeping back of the mails mtenhonnl]y,. b‘y'mnkmg the vessel curtying Caleutla, 27th September, 1861, ;5" g . i
» them lie to, merely for the purpose of giving precedence to private U .
M message, whether by letter, messenger, or singal, is a contravention W. GREY, Esa, m;; \
p of the intention of the Post office luw, which ought to be prevented - . Secy. to the Government of India, il ‘
if possible. Bt all thathis present proposel goes {0 is to insist upon the Tome Depariment, 1 |
. fact of the arrival of the mails not being concealed from the public for . . Ty i
. private objects. Str,—I am desived by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce ii v - |
5. The Licutenant-Governor trusts that, onthis repeated application o submit {or the consideration of ILis Excellency the G General B :
of the Chamber of Commierce, the Legislative Council will agree to such in Counil their application that the practice which prevails in London !!‘ |
8 « a law as is recommended. Tt will be mecessary, in order fo make it with regard to the. dispatch of the overland m:ul‘(‘or India vi& Marseilles v i
= effective, to put the signalling into the hands of the' pilot, and, besides may be adopted in Caleutéa;—the rale there being that when the usurl bl
") any penalties that may be imposed, to authorize the-pilot to give up all ﬁlm‘smllcs mm} day falls on Sunday, t}xe.mml s made up on the following i 12 I
:; charge of the ship if Lis orders in the matter are-not obeyeds Tonday, and in the casc o'f‘ transmission vid Southampton the mails [
T have the I are closed on the day preceding. i A
i € ave the Lonor to be,. That there should be no unnecessary labour on the Sabbath is the 5!-‘ i
g Sir, obvious reason for this Post Office regulation at home, and the Com- é{ E.\ !
» . N M S
i Your most obedient servant, mitice trust Ilis Lordship will, for the same reason, be picased to “'«;f 2
(1) 7. D. GORDOX, 1 introduce l]fe same system here, il V} )
y Junior Secretary to the Gl X i The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company are, it is I 1
! corctary to the Government of Bengal.- i Delieved, so bound by their contract with ex Majesty’s Government that il 8 :
B i their mail packets shall be at Kedgeree not later than on the morning of i )
i L
= No. 333. the 10th and 24th of every month : this involves departure from Calcutta ,?;;5, 2
“on the morning of the 9th and 23rd, and the consequent closing of il dol JF
e Copy of the above letter forwarded to the Secretary to the Bengal’ mails on the :i"hL of the 8th and 2’211(1' a thi q.u‘cn" osn:'g‘ ° t{[;e {f,'
gl Chamber of Commerce for information, with reference to his letter of - o s i oy mgement s S l‘ 3
N the 2nd ultimo. ciently convenient to the public, if the closing of the mails on the 8th and i 1
: J. D. GORDON i 22nd docs not fall on a Sunday ; but if otherwise, the Committee would Lk
f ) g : in such case respectfully apply for the intervention of Iis Excellency’s S
= " Jurior Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal, authority and the postponement of the departure of the mail steamer 1
S Fort WiLLIAM, for 24 hours. "‘.\ I
: " The 4th Sept., 1861, The oceasions would probably he rare which would call for the exer- ‘,': |
b ri b !
i
o i!: 7 .
N
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cise of TTis Lordship's power in this respect, but it would be unques-
tionably a convenience to the public to be assured that on all Sl{c]l octa-
sions the mail steamer will be detained so as to allow of the mails being
closed on Monday cvéning, and to avoid otherwise compulsory labour
on the Sabbath, .

And on ihe same principle the Commitice would urge the adoption of a
similar practice with regard 1o the despatch of the Overland mail from
Caleutta to Bombay, trusting that His Lordship will see in their recom-

,mendation a suflicient reason for the issue of necessary orders for the
guidance of the Postal department.

T have the honor to be, &e.,
M. W. I WOOD,

Secretary,

No. 1822,

Frox

W. GREY, Esa.,

Secy. to the Govl, of India.

To

. W. I WOOD, Esa,

Seey. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Dated Fort William, the 1st Oclober, 1861.

Tome Dept.

Sir,—With reference to your letter dated the 27th ultimo T am direet-
ed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a letter addressed to {he
Trades Association in reply to a similar communication,

A further communication will be made to you in regard to the conclud-
ing paragraph of your letter,

Thave the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

W. GREY,
Secy. to the Gout, of Tudia,

No. 1816.
Frox .
W. GREY, Esa.,
Secy. 1o the Govt. of India,
To

. JENNINGS, Lsa.,
Muster of the Caleutla Trades Associdiion.
Dated Fort William, the 30t4 Seplember, 1861,
Home Dept.

Sm,—T am dircetod to acknowledge the receipl of your memorial
dated the 26th instant, praying that when the day for closing the English
mail falls on & Sunday, it raay be postponed to the following day, in con-
formity with the practice which prevails in England,

2. Asthe mail steamers almost invariably leave Caleutia early in
the morning on the 9th and the 23rd, and the mails are consequently
closed on the previous evening, the practical request preferred in your
memorial i that whenever the 9th or the 23rd falls on a Monday, the
departure of the steamer may he postponed till Tuesday, the 10th or
the 24ih, s0 that Monday instead of Sunday may be the dey on which
the mail closes, :

8. Inreply I am desired to inform you that the Governor General
in Council considers the request preferred in the memorial to be quite
reasonable.  He will addross the Seerctary of State on the subject, and
will recommend that Ier Majesty’s Post Master General may be asked
to make the sary with the Peninsular and Oriental
Company for giving general effect to the measure, Tn {he meantime on
any occasion on which the date fixed for the departure of the mail
steamer may fall on a Monday, a special order will he given by {his
Government for the detention of the steamer for 24 hours,

T have the Lonor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Sigried) W. GREY,

Seey. fo the Govt. of India.
L

AT it
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the Governor Gen
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Zunday w
of uncert:
10 reach Bombay by that date.

No. 1859.

W. GREY, Esa.,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,

H. W. I WOOD, Ese,
Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Dated Fort William, the Tth October 1861,

Tome Dept.

Post Ofiice.

Sm,—Tn continuation of my letter No. 1822, dated the 1st instant,
irected to inform you that the Governor General in Council is
» to adopt the proposal of the Chamber with regard to the English
Bonibay, as to do so would frequently make it necessary to
one the departure of the steamer from Bombay.

There is a daily post from Caleutta. to Bombay, and, this being so,
eral in Council would not think it right to change the
fixed for the departure of the mail steamer from Bombay, because
ight happen to be the apparent last safe day [after all a matter
ainty] on which letters could be despatched from here in time

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
“Your most obedient servant,
W. GREY,
Secy. to the Govt, of India,

APPENDIX L

PROPOSED OFFICE OF INLAND TRAFFIC, AND
APPLIG‘ATTON OF STAMP DUTY 70 CHULLANS
FOR COUNTRY PRODUCE.

Bexean Cmamprr or CoMMERCE,
Caloutta, 26(h August, 1861
E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esa.,
Sceretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sin,—As a member of the C i ppointed by G to
report on the administration of the Custom House the late President of
the Chamber of Commerce submitted his views in a minute dated 1st
Jannary 1861, and among other recommendations be suggested that,
irrespective of the publications in which the returns of the trade of the
port are now given, a statistical department should be formed as a regu-
lar patt of the Custom House staff, whose duty it should be to prepare
regular monthly, quarterly, and annual comparative returns of trade and
navigation—a suggestion the value and expediency of which cannot he
questioned, and in which every onc engaged in trade cannot but readily
concur: and the Committee feel sure that the Ionorable the Licut-
Governor himself appreeiates the necessity of a well organised system
which will render available both to the Government and the mercantile
community the fullest and most reliable statistical information relative
to the commercial operations of this city.

In reverting to this important subject the Committee have been urged
Dy the consideration of a representation recently brought to their notice,
and which they desire me to submit as worthy of Iis Ifonor's attention
as a matexial part of the statistical system they advocate.

While the public have tolerably accurate returns of the sea-borne
trade of Bengal in the form of daily, weekly, monthly and annual state-
ments of imports and exports, they may be said to be in absolute igno-
yance of its internal trade, its extent, and the various sources which con-
tribute to it; and it is believed that the information of Government in-

this respeet extends no further.
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Tt wil be in the vecollection of ILis Honor that on the saggestion of the
Chamber direeti given for the preparation and ission by
ofticess in charge of tolls on the Bhaugiruttce, Matabang b, and Jellingl
rivers, of periodical returns of traflic passing through
similar to those published by the superintendent of the circular canals :
but these statements have no pretensions to aceuracy 3 and being neces-
sarily partial in their nature, representing merely the total amount of the
teaffic without observing any distinetion between imports and exports, the
data they afford are uscless for any practieal or statistical purposes. They
ave in fact intended rather to shew the amount of revente raised from
fhese channels of communication than to be taken as any indication of
the extent and character of the river traflic which finds-its way to Cal-
cutta: and it is remarkable that at the seat of the Supreme Government
andin a city whose port is the sole outlet of the Gangetic valley for
the surplus produce of a population not much less than forty millions,
10 machinery should exist for and publishing i ior
~which would be of the highest interest to the merchant and' no less ac-
ceptable to the Government.

To lay before His Honor a scheme which, in the opinion of the Com-
mittee, would be caleulated to obviate the singular anomaly referred to,
is now the object of their present reference ; and they trust their expo-
sition of the means by which it may be carried out will receive His

those channels,

Honor's favorable consideration.

The channels of communication by which Caleutta is approached are
fow in number, well defined, and capable of easy control and supervi-
sion: they are, first—the Hooghly, from above and below the city;
second—the circular canal; and third—the several lines of railway
which converge on Calcutta, and, although yet incomplete, willin a
short period radiate from the city and become the channels of an enor-
mous traflic.

The means of communication through these channels are cargo-boats,
steam boats, and railway carriages and trucks. Hackeries arc excluded
from these caleulations, as the traffic by such’ conveyances from remote
districts is trifling in extent, and would be difficult to subordinate to any
degree of striet control except through purely native agency, the em-
ployment of which the Committee are not prepared to recommend.

Tt is therefore suggested that in connexion with the existing machinery
for making up the returns of the external trade, or separately, a depart-
ment should be created whose sole duty it would be to mako up aud

liii

publisk similar returns of the internal trade. If the present accommoda-
tion of the Custom House and the stafl” employed are fully occupied by
the exigencies of the external trade, an office might be established, say
of «Internal Traflic,” for the purpose of collecting returns required, and
by which cognizance would be taken of all produce brought. into and
despatched from Caleutta by cargo-boats, steamers, and railways,

This object would be gained by the introduction and operation of &
fow simple but stringent regulations, the most prominent being that
every cargo-boat and steamer shall under penalty be compelled on ar-
rival, as in the case of ships, to enter at the office of Inland traflic their
manifests or chullans ; the railway managers also sending to such office
2 copy of their traffic way-bill.

The contents of these d

might be condensed
daily, in a form something similar to the following :—

Daily Tmports into Caloutla.

and published

Rice. Sugar. | Linseed. | &c., &,

By river, .....mds. [ 10,000 | 10,000 | 10,000
o Canal.... o i

4 Steamer ... s
1 Railway........

» » ”
» » s

Total,

mds.

and so on; every description of produce being thus reported.

Tut these returns would be far more valuable if furnished in detail in
another form, specifying the number of boats, the name of the steamer,
the line of railway, the quantity of each article brought by each mode o;‘
conveyance, the town and distict from which the produce comes, and
the names of consignees; thus:—

Number of | Tow r antity of Produce, i -
e f)‘i‘slzxictm Quantity of Produce. Consignees.
4 Mirzapore. 4,000 mds. Linsced. |Sewper
. Linseed. [Sewpersaud.
) Dacea, 6,000 5, Jute, Rm:{com:\r& Co.
Steamer, A‘!lx\lmlmd. 6,000 pes, Iides,  |Tomlin,
. Mirzapore. {2,000 bags Sugar.  |Ramehunder.
E. I. Railway. 1,000 bags Wheat. &:’
" 1,000 pes. Hides. &e. &e.
o 2,000 bags Linseed! &c  &o.
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The advantages of o complete return in this form ave manifold: for
instance, the mercantile community would be kept constantly advised
not only of the quantity of each article daily brought into Caleutta, bug
the source whenee it was derived, and into whose hands it went here,

By information furnished in this manner the Enropear merchant
would be placed on an equality with the native trader who is daily
supplicd with the most minute details of the external fraflic and who
thus possesses obvious advantages over the former as things are now
constituted.

The light shed by such retwns on the internal trade of the country
would, the Committee think, go far to weaken and eventually destroy
that vicious system of scerecy and combination which prevails in the
bazar and enables native dealers to exercise a pernicious control over
the market, entirely frvespective of the laws of supply and demand,

The machinery necessary for collecting and publishing these returns
of internal traflic would involve some expense, whicl the Committee
propose to defray by a tax on boats importing country produce, exempt-
ing steamers—Decanse they are already subject 1o the usual mooring
charges, and railways—because they land goods on tlicir own premises,
Cargo-boats exclusively occupy the banks of the river from about Jack-
son's Ghaut upward to Cossipore without any charge' whatsocver; and
there would be no hardship or injustice in the imposition of a moderate
charge of axupee or two rupees on every boat landing its cargo within
the limits of the port.  No class of the community has bencfitted more
by the general prosperily of the country than the owners of these Dboats,
freights having advanced nearly cent. per cent, within the last ten years;
and there is no reason why they should he exempt from a tax for the use
of the ghits and landing places which are made and maintained” at' the
public expense, and towards which cvery’ ship in the river indirectly
contributes in the heavy port charges it pays to Government; the tax fo-
be levied in proportion to the size of all boats, excepting only those
engoged in Dringing daily supplies o markel, or Inden with bricks,
strw, &, from the immedinte vieinity of the town,

The Committee ave of opinion that such a tax would more than cover
the expense incurved in the establishment of the, Inland Traffic Office,
the ?|x|'p]||9 being appropriated towards improving the river-bank and
Janding places gonerally and particulunly in the neiehbourhood of
Nimtollah Ghtt where these boats chiefly discharge their car ‘goes,

‘The Committee conclude their remarks on this head by observing that

]
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the clements of an establishment for the office which ihey advoeate
already cxist in the circular canal department so ably managed by the
zealous, active, and intelligent Superintendent, Mr. Galifie, whose ex-
perience of the enormous country iraflic passing through the canals
would enable him, if called upon by Government, to organise without
difliculty a stafl’ of men for the conduct of the duties of the Inland office,

TFinally the Committee submit for the Lieutenant Governor's consi-
deration a i ing from the di of the inland trade,
and which they respectfully bring to notice as not unworthy Iis Honor's
attention.

Each boat load of up try produce is rep d Dy a chullan
in which details are given of quantity, quality, shipper, consignees, &c.,
and these chullans represent on an average not much less than what is
represented in .owr Bills of Lading: Dbut while the latter are nnavailable
unless duly stamped no duty is levied on the former: the Committee
arc unable to discover any gronnd of exemption, and propose that every
chullan should be subject to the same stamp as in the case of external
Dills of lading, and that no cargo should be permitted to be landed
without the production of a stamped chullan,

From this source Government might derive a large amount of clear
asa very legiti

L means of i 1

revenue, and it is
the income of the State,
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
H. W. I. WOOD,
Seeretary,

No. 452 (A.)

Fron
J. D. GORDON, Esa.,
Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
To
Tur SECRETARY o e
BENGAL CIHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Lort William, the 17th Sepiember, 1861,
Revenue.
Customs.

Siz,—The Licutenant-Governor desires me to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, and to inform you that he

i
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regards thie suggestions of the Cliamber of Commerce {herein contained
us-véry' important, especially the one for the constitution of a depart-
ment for ascerlaining and publishing the partienlars of the internal
trade of Caleutta. A copy of 4 letier addressed to the Board of
Revenue on these subjects is enclosed for the information of the Cham«
ber of Comieree, ™+

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

J. MONRO,

Tor Junior Secretary o the Government of Bengal.

No. 451 (8).

Frox
J. D. GORDON, Esaq.,

. Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, -
To

Tuz OFFG. SECRETARY 7o mun

BOARD or REVENUE,
Tort William, the Vith September, 1861.

Tevenue.
Customs.

Sir,—With reference to the - accompanying copy of a letter dated
26th ultimo, from the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, suggesting the
creation of a department for the purposc of ascertaining and puhli:hin"
particulars of the internal trade of India, and proposing that an iucreas:
should be obtained in the State Revenue by
impressed on the chullans sent with their boa
I am desired to inform the Board that the
appears to the Licutenant-Governor to be very important and valuable ;
and to rrequest. that the Board will take into consideration 1he bcs’t
means of carrying it out in practice, and report their opiy
e i g it " &:c v e,‘ and xeport their opinion at an carly

requiring stamps to be
ts by native merchants,
fivst of these suggestions

nor,

Tvil

2. The Board are also requested to report uponthe second propesal
-of the Chamber of Commerce regarding the use of stamp for chullans,

T'have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,
J. D. GORDON,
Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
(True Copy.)
TIIOMAS JONES,

Register, Bengal Secrelarial,

No. 1579,

Frox
O, T. PRINSEP, Esa.,
Ofz. Junior Secy. to the Board of Revenue,
To
Tue SECRETARY ro rue GOVERNMENT
} or BENGAL,
Fort William, the 9tk October, 1861.
Customs,

Sm,—TI am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Monro's letter
[ yv— No. 451(A), dated the 17th ultimo,
and }Esqns. forwarding copy of one from the Bengal
AT Youxc. Chamber of Commerce of the 26th idem,
relative to the proposed creation of a department for ascertaining and
publishing accurate particulars of the internal trade of India; and to
the stamping of chullans sent with their boats by native merchants,
In reply I am desired to submit the following opinions of the members
of the Board in regard to these propositions.

2. Mr. Young is of opinion that the suggestion for the establishment
of an office for registering the Inland trade with Caleutta is a very
useful and practicable one. The best way of carrying it out would be,
he thinks, that proposed by the Committee, viz., by an extension of the
establishment employed in the Civeular Canal Department under the
Superintendent Mr, Galiffe, A fund fully suflicient to meet all the

L
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expenses of such an’establishment might be raised by the imposi‘ﬁon of
a very light rate of tax on country boats bringing goods from the interior
and landing them at any ghaut-in Caleutta, There is no information
available on which to base a calculation of the rate which it would be
necessary. £ impose on boats for this purpose; but a tax of one anna per
100 naunds for everly day o boat remained at the ghaut, or even less,
would probably realize a suflicient fund.

8. The collections should, Mr. Young thinks, be made under the
superintendence of the officer entrusied with the preparation of the
register, whose office should he somewhere near Neemtollah Ghaut,
awhich would be convenient for the steamers and existing railways as well
as for the hoats.

4. Amode of collection which would scem to afford the greatest
amount of secwity against abuses on the part of subordinates is that
of Cheque receipts. The manjce of each hoat on ils arrival might be
furnished with a receipt on which, at that time, only the date of arvival
need be noted, and a similar note would be entered on’ the marginal
countercheque;  Onee a week (or sooner -if the boat left the ghaut
within the week), the tax might be collected, entries of the amount being
made on the receipt and countercheque. When the boat was ready to
depavt the receipt should be signed by the collector and its production
would clear it. Any boat leaving the ghaut without this clearance would
be liable to be seized and its owner to be punished.

5. A collateral advantage of this mode of realizing the fund requisite
to meet the expenses of registering the traflic would be, that it would
tend to keep the ghauts clear of boats, as none would remain longer
{han necessary. The production of the chullan or of a correct list of the
cargo and of all packages on board a ‘boat within twenty-four fours
might be made compulsory under a heavy penalty; and no boat would
of course be allowed to commence unloading ill- its cargo Jist had been
given in, It would he necessary to keep up two or three guard boats
in addition to the collecting and registering cstablishments, to stop or
pursue any boat that might attempt to leave the ghaut without discharg-
ing its dues, and to ‘examine and pass boats taking receipts on leaving
the ghaut,

6. It might be found advisable to give Mr. Galiffe an assistant, if it
should be determined to impose upon him the additional duty of super~

intending the registering of the Tnland traffic of Calcutts, and he might
xeasonably expect an addition to his salary.

lix

Both of these expenses could be provided for from the collections to
be made from Loats at the ghauts.

7. Mr. Young is not prepared to support the proposal to require
native boats to carry stamped chullans. If the cargo lists of these
boats are {o be stamped, those of the Iuland steamers should also be,
stamped ; and if those'of the Tnland steamers, then the way-bills of the
railway traflic, of the' bullock trains; dnd of 4ll other means of trans-
port employed by public carriers..,

8. On the whole Mr: Young thinks it would be better to leave the
internal traflic of the country frée, and riot to attempt to impose upon
it any tax or duty however ly i i with to
the extent and value of the-traffic:

9.~ Mr. Stainforth doubts the propriety” of extending Mr. Galiffe’s
jurisdiction over the Hooghly.. Ilc considers that it is ab present sufli-
cicntly exiensive, and strongly deprecates Mr. Galifle's atiention being
diverted from the canals,

10. He would abolish the tolls onthie Matabliangah, Jellinghiee and
Bhageeruttee rivers, and-compel all boats coming o Caleutta to carry

chullans showing all the merchandize the produce of the country borne-

upon them, and these chullans which might, he' thinks, bear a uniform
stamp of one rupee should be deliverable at appointed places on the river,
and receipts (to be produced whenever a boat is visited by an inspecting
officer to, see whether the chullans have been delivered) taken from
them. Tine sufficient to compel delivery of the chullans and their
correctness, to be imposed by a Magistrate, should, with the measure
generally, be sanctioned by law.

11. About 200,000 boats, exclusive of fishing boats, come into
the cireular canal in a jear; and not less than 100,000 more at all events
may he assumed to come down the Tooghly without entering it, so
that there would apparently be an income of at least 300,000 rupees
from this source.

12. Of this sum, werc 2,50,000 rupees sct apart for keeping open the
mouths of the Bhageernttee, Matabhangah and Jellinghee rivers, on
which the net collections in-1860-61 were rupees 1,80,682; there would
be an ample margin to pay for a iiver Police Magistrate, European Su-

i European I boats and establish t;

13, Mr. Stainforth much prefers payment of the revenue by stamps
to payments in cash, and he feels confident that the measire of abolish-
ing the tolls at the mouths.of the vivers falling into the Hooghly where

|
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{here js detention and extortion inseparable from the' system; would re-
‘move much public inconvenience, and the alteration be hailed govm‘:rn]ly as
an important reform by the trading community, Ie is of opinion that
2 Committee should be'appointed to consider and: report on the details
of itui lk e

T have the honor to be,

Sir,
e Your most obedient servant,
:l ,‘ b (Signed).  IL T. PRINSED,
; <. :,‘ X{)ﬁ“”g Junioy Secretary to the Board of Revenue.

Copy forwarded:td the” Secvetary 1o the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce for information:

., T. PRINSEP,

Offi. Junior Secretary.

Bryean Cusnmper oF CoMMERCE,
Caleutle, 26k Nov., 1861,
E. I LUSHINGTON, Esa,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Srr,~1Vith reference to my letter of the 26th August, suggesting the
creation of a department for oblaining returns of the internal trade of
Bengal, and to the Board of Revenue's letter, No.. 1579 of 9th October,
reporting thercon, I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of
Commeree to request you to be so good as to submit to His FHonour the
TLicut.-Governor the following remarks on the subject, the result of
further enquiry and information derived from various sources.

2. The Commitlee are not prepared to recommend the adoption of
M. Young's proposal for raising the funds necessary to defray the ex-
penses of such an establishment by the levy of a tax of so much per
100 maunds, for every day a boat remained at the ghaut, beeause, on
further enquiry, they are satisfied such o mode of collecting the tax

Ixi
would be inquisitorial in its nature, irritating to the boatmen, and un-
satisfactory in practice ; and beeause, above all, it would result in that
system of extortion inseparable from the employment of ‘subordinate,
native agency in the collection of petty taxes of this kind.

3. On the other hand the Committec entirely approve of Mr, Stain-
forth’s proposal for the abolition not only of the tolls on the Mata-
Dhangab, Jellinghee ‘and Bhageeruttee rivers but also of all tolls of a
similar natare, such as the Committee understand are levied on boats

passing throngh the xivers in the southern salt agency and elsewhere,
The adoption of this proposal would render the internal navigation
absolutely free, and the importance of such a result may be best estimat-
ed from the fact that—according to the information furnished to {he
Committee—for every rupee collected by Government from these tolls
atleast another rupee is extorted by the native subordinates of the several
establishments,

4. By imposing a stamp of one rupee upon every chullan, as recom-
mended by Mr. Stainforth, a sufficient sum the Committee are of opinion
might be raised to defray the expences of keeping the different channels
of communication open, and of providing for the cost of the Inland de-
partment in Caleutta.

5. The proposed department would publish daily, weelkly, monthly,
and annual statements, as in the case of the external trade, to which the
mercantile community would readily subscribe, and in this way a consi-
derable amount of money might be raised to assist in defraying the cost
of the establishment.

6. The Committee also highly approve of the appointment of a
River Police Magistrate (who might not necessarily be a lawyer,) whose
court should be attached to the Inland office, and whose salary would
form one of the charges on the department. At present sailors .are
dragged into the very focus of dissipation and vice, and any change {hat
would result in removing the court from its existing neighbourhood to a
locality free from grog shops would be a public advantage, Government
have several superior officers of ability of the Bengal Mavine unemployed,
who, in the opinion of the Committee, would be competent to exercise
the functions of Marine Magistrate, and who would Dbring to the discharge
of their duties a practical acquaintance with the habits and idiosyneracies
of scamen,

7. In conclusion the Committee desire me fo express their ac-
knowledgments of the prompt recognition by His Honor the Licuti-
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Governor of the impoitance of thie scheme submitted by the Chamber of
Commerce, and have only further to add that the appointment of o
Committes to.consider and report upon the details of it would be very
desirable. :
T have the honor to be, &e.,
H. W. I WOOD,
Secrelary.

APPENDIX J. = vt
IMPORT DUTIES.

Bompay Cuamper or ComMmERCE,

Bombay, 13th July, 1861.
To

IL W. L WOOD, Esa,
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Calcutla.

Sr,—I am dirccled by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
to hand you enclosed copy of a letter addressed to Government on the
impolicy of continuing the present high rates of duties on Piece Goods
and praying for their carly removal,

The Committee have sent copics to the Madras and Manchester Cham-
bers ing the desivability of their supporting the representation and
trust that your Chamber will likewise aid the movement in such a man-
ner as you may deem most likely to prove effcctive.

T remain, -Sir, yours faithfully,
‘ 1. BROOKE,
Secretary.

Bounay CiraMper of COMMERCE,
Bombay, 8th July, 1861.
W. GREY, Tsquirr,
Secretary o the Government of India,
Home Department.

Sim,—I am desired by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to request
the honor of your laying before the Right Honorable the Governor Ge-
neral in Council the earnest appeal of its members for a mitigation of
the oppressive rates of duty now levied on manufactured goods imported
into India.

USTERH
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9. The Chamber is aware that in doubling the seale of import duties
on the 14th of March 1859, the object of Government was to provide tem-
pormrily for a sudden and alarming deficit in the revenue, and is persuad-
od that there was no desire on the part of the Right IMonorable the
Governor General in Council to depart from the policy of abolishing all
duties of a protective nature which England has for many years been
pursuing so unflinchingly and with such success.

3. Ttis nevertheless beyond doubt that the maintenance of so high
an import duty on manufactured goods as 10 per cent. is fast tending to
diminish the consumption of British fabrics, and giving an artificial
stimnlus to native production. Tn support of this statement it may be
mentioned that about twelve months ago Joint Stock Companics, with
capitals aggregating Rs. 6,800,000, were set on foot for the building, in
this neighbourhood, of cotton spinning and weaving mills, and even at
this time additional sums are being subscribed for similar investment ; it
is worthy of note too that in late extensions of these undertakings, atten-
tion has been turned to the increasing of grey piece goods rather than
of twist or yarns producing machinery.

4. If imported manufactures, after bearing the expenses of freight
and other heavy charges, can successfully compete with the productions,
whether by machinery or hand, of this country, they should mnot, the
Chamber respectfully submits, be prevented doing so by being subjected
10 a restrictive duty of 10 per cens.

5. Labour and capital in India, it will be admitted, can with the best
result be employed in increasing the productiveness of the soil, in the
cultivation of cotton, seeds, grain and other produce, and if proof were
needed that it is not for the benefit of the nativés of this country (under
the stimulus afforded by high import dutics) to be employed in the manu-
facture of goods, such would be found in the excellent report on the
trade of the North-West Provinces, handed to the Government of India
on the §th May last, by Colonel Baird Smith, in which he says (para. 31)
“among the suflerers none are more commonly met with or more help-
lessly prostrated, than the great body of the native weavers.”

6. The Chamber would respectfully point out that in maintaining the
existing high rate of duties, the present small increase to the revenue is
most surely gained at the sacrifice of that trade whose rapid and steady

expansion, if unchecked by heavy imposts, would in a short time enable
it, ntl a low rate of dues, to yield to the customs a largely increased sum
yearly.

Ixv

7. - There cannot be a question that the inereased cost to the cone
‘sumer of imported goods, consequent on the enhanced duties, has in
some measure assisted in bringing about the great falling off in  their
consumption throughout India, and ihe present ‘extreme ‘depression in
this branch of trade on this point all experience proves thé’ correctness
of Colonel Buird Smith’s closing remarks ; when in-para. 33-of the report
above referred to, he forcibly calls attention to the stimulating effect 6n

" the consumption of goods by the people of this country, produced by

low prices, and states that a relief “from the pressure of ‘customs dutics,
greater than are required for revenue only, will assuredly'be followed
by a permanent addition to the present consumers; which, while benefita
ting the trade, will amply compensate the public revenue-for the sacri-
fice made.” s

8. In conclusion the Chamber would express a fervent hope that the
Right on’ble the Governor-General in Council will grant an carly and
favorable consideration of this most important question, and reduce
the import duties to the rates at which they stood prior to the 14th
March 1859, say 8} per cent. on fwist and 5 per cent. on manufactured
goods. . o

T have the' honor to be,
Sir,
Your most‘obcdicnk servant,
(Signed) ~ GEORGE LORD,

Chairman,

Bryean Cuamser or CoMMERCE,
Calcutla, 10tk August, 1861,
fI. BROOKE, Esourxs,
Secy., Chamber of - Commerce,
Bombay.

Sir,—1I have submitted to the Committce of the Chamber of Com«
merce your letter of the 13th July with its enclosed copy of a represen-
4 N
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tation to the Right Ionorable the Governor-General in Council relative
to the impolicy of maintaining the existing high duties on British imports
and praying for their reduction to the rates prevailing previous to the
inereased asscssment in March 1859, viz. to 33 per cent. on yarns and
& per cent., on manufactured goods.

This important subject has long engaged the earnest consideration of
the merchants of Caleutta who are not less desirous than the commercial
community of Bombay that the trade should be relieved from a burden,
the imposition of which was resorted to as a measure pressed upon
Government by the emergencies of the country and adopted as a means
towards retrieving their financial position.

In submitting to an i 1 of duty which ially
aggravated the unfavorable position of importers of Manchester manu~
factures they were nevertheless not without hope that an improvement
of the yevenue would in due time admit of the removal of the heavy
tax and of a return to the former lighter rate: but whatever may have
been the ions then rtained that the depressing influence
affecting the import trade would soon disappcar, they were disappointed
by the declaration that Government was unable to abandon the higher
duty; for in his statement on the 27th April, the financial member of
Couneil while expressing a wish that he could at once reduce {he duty
on picce goods and other manufactures from 10 to 5 per cent., stated
that unfortunately the amount of revenue was too large to permit him
to propose it without imprudence, and that he would not be justified in
parting with :£400,000 of revenue without secing very clearly low Le
could replace it,

I therefore this concession could not be made at a time when an
alarming deficit was announced as having been met by reductions of
State expenditure, increase of Tevenue, &c.,, and the public were congra-
tulated on a supposed surplus, it is difficult to believe that such con-
cession could be made now—mwhen the estimates of the Imperial income
have been seriously disturbed, and the financial position reversed from
a surplus to a deficit; at 2 moment 100 when the financial member of
Government is not on the spot to consider the policy of the measure you

advocate and to advise the Government as to what action should be
taken with regard to it,

These circumstances I am directed to say preclude this Chamber from
adopting ‘a- cougse which they would otherwise bhave been too glad to

Ixvil A

have taken : they will rejoice when the tax now levied upon the import
tinde of this country is reduced, and they will cordially co-operate with
you in an endeavour to secure that measure of relicf, but it is submitted

that any present movement to that end would Be, in their opinion, pre--

mature and unsuccessful.
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
I W. L WOOD,
Secretary,




APPENDIX K.

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT BY GOVERNMENT OF
A TIMBER PURCHASING AGENCY IN
RANGOON AND MOULMEIN,

. Benoan Coamper or CoMMERCE,
Caleutta; 15th Augusl, 1861.,
LIEUT.-COL. II. M. DURAND, c. n.,
Offis. Secy. to the Goot. of India,
TForeign Department.

Suy~The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree have received
from the Turopean. mercantile community of Rangoon a copy of a
icati d by them to the C of Pegu relative-
to the proposed establishment, by Government, in that province of a
Timber Purchasing Agency, for the supply of timber to the Admirali y
and the various departments of the Indian Government : they have
also received a copy of & memovial from the British merchants of
Moulmein to the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General in Council on the
same subject,

‘Ihese addresses convey the vepresentations of the Rangoon and Moul-
mein merchants against the adoption of a system which it is asserted
will materially ‘interfore with their trade, and the co-operation of this
Chamber in averting the purpose of Government hias been applied for,

The Commitice have given their closest attention to these remon-
strances, and. they respectfully submit for the consideration of ITis Fix-
cellency in Council the conclusions at which they have arrived,

Any interference of a Government with trade generally, or with any
branch thercof, must be fraught with consequences highly prejudicial
not only to the Government so’ interfering but to the lllcl‘(‘mlliic come
munity generally; not only in the locality immediately eflected, where
2 Government enters iuto competition with local traders,

but in every

Ixix

port and commercial town to which the commodity competed for in the
natural course of trade finds its way,

TFor a Government to establish agencies for the purchase of produce
in territorics where alone the article sought is procurable, is to enter into
competition through its own servants with the mercantile community
of the locality, who from their very occupation must necessarily be far °
Dbetter acquainted with the real and market value of the commodity in
question than any non-trader can be. The natural consequence of a
G under such ci ! ing to compete in the
open market with the legitimate trader will be that they must and will
invariably pay more than the full value of the article sought. The
trader knowing the full market value of the article competed for, will
Dbid for it till it reaches such a price that to proceed will entail loss. The
Government must therefore purchase it beyond its value, and thus pay for
it far more than they would have done had they, instead of employing
an agent, contracted with the trader for what they required: to say
nothing of the saving to the State of the cost of their agent and his
establishment, This is just the position in which Colonel Balfour and
the Finance Commission would place the Government.

It the Government at home or in this country require teak timber
from Rangoon and Moulmein their legiti mode of ol g it will
be to contract with the branches of the firms at those places located
in London or in the Presidency towns of India. The traders so con-
iracting can obtain shipping by charter in such ports as at the time
freight may be lowest. This no Government agent at Rangoon or Moul-
mein could possibly do, he must hire such shipping for the transport of
lis timber as may at the time be available at cither port, and as his
necessitics must be immediate and urgent ho must pay proportionately
Digh for his freight,

For these two reasons alone Government can never expeet to obtain
(through their agencies) timber at so low a figure as the mercantile
houses can supply it ; if the Government establishments already Jocated
at these two ports could, without any inerease of their number, undertake
1he purchase, storing, converting, and shipping of timber for Govern-
ment purposes, they could not then supply it at so low a figure as the
trader, but this it is not for a moment to be supposed the Government

blisl as af, present, ituted could do.

1f the Government will place themselves in communication with any
of the firms trading largely in timber, they will soon ascertain the

i
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cheapest and safest method of obtaining the timlier they may from.
time to time require : hitherto when any contracts for the supply of.
timber to Government have been-made, it has been solely for the supply
of certain laxge dimensions of timber, cither in. the rough (round logs)
or squared ; this very much interfercs with the charges on the timber for
freight, as it will not stow well, and timber of this class commands a
higher price than that which in many instances would suit the Govern
ment as well. Besides whicli on-its arrival at its destination it has to be
converted into such seantlings as are there required.. Whereas were the
exact dimensions of timbers and scantlings required specified in the
contract, the contracter could supply the whole at a lower figre than on
an average he can the large timbers only, and the after cost of convert~
ing would be saved to the Government. The impolicy therefore of the
establishment of the proposed agencies cannot be doubted. They cannot:
possibly tend to any good, but may and will be-fraught with evil, not only:
to the trader but to the Government :: the former will be deprived of his
legitimate trade and profits; and the Government will have to pay-a great--
Iy enbanced price for the required commodity..

The Forest Department in Pegu has been allowedly a signal failure,.
the sums realized on the sales of Government timber have not met
the costs of the establishments 5 it is necessary therefore that some other
mode should be adopted for the conservancy-and working of the forests,
It is quite clear that the Government alone can neither work-nor conserve
their forests, except at o loss. Itis equally clear that without certain-
restrictions placed on the indiseriminate killing and felling of trees, .
the forests in the vicinity ‘of water-ways would shortly be denuded of *
teak trees of all sizes. This is not very difficult of accomplishment.
Let the Government declare their intention of leasing the Pegu teak:
forests: say for terms of three or five years, and invite tenders for the
same. At the same time let it be declared that it shall be unlawful for any

forester or others to kill or fell any tree below a certain dimension of *

girth, and that any such tree being found in possession of any person the:
same shall be confiscated and a fine levied,

Let a uniform rate of export duty be fixed on all teak timhez-
whithersoever derived, whether from the Tegu forests or from Burmah
Proper or elsewhere on the borders of the British possessions in Pegu ;.
and there can be little if any doubt but that the Government will derive
arevenue from their forests which they have never yet done, or under
the present system can ever expect to do. Government will moreover-
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-obtain such timber as they require on far better terms than they now
can, or any agencies they even establish will ever be able to procure for
them, .

If the money it is intended to devote to the establishment of these agen-
cics, ‘their maintenance and the procuring and working of steam saw
mills, be appropriated to the opening up of such water-ways as are re-
quired for bringing the timber to the ports of shipment, such as the
Kyasoo and Pyne Kyoung Crecks, the Government will be conferring
a Isting benefit on the country, the mercantile community, and them-
selves.

Thus' far the memorialists have the Chamber’s entire concurrence in
the view in which they regard the intended course of Government ; but
while the general principle advoeated by them has the wnqualified ap-
proval of the Chamber the Committce cannot refrain from expressing
their regret that the representations have heen made in a tone which
does not; recommend itself to their taste or judgment, and which cannot,
they think, tend to advance the object of the memorialists,

I have the honor to be, &c.,
. W. I WOOD,

Secretary.

i
i
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APPENDIX L.

SURVEY OF STEAM VﬁSSELS BY PROPERLY
. QUALIFIED ENGINEERS.

BeneaL CuaMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caloutta, 3rd July, 1861,
E. H. LUSHINGTON, Esa,
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.

Srr,—The lamentable loss of life by explosion of the boilers of the
Steam Tug * John Bull,” has induced the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce to submit for the consideration of the Hon'ble the Licut-Go-
vernor the expediency of introducing a system similar to that which is
in force in England, by which every steam vessel belonging to the port
of Caleutta shall be periodically surveyed by properly qualified engincers
and officers appointed by the Government,

By the Mercantile Marine Act of 1850, the execution of which is part-
ly entrusted to the naval department of the Board of Trade, special
provision is made for the survey of all steam vessels except those which
are employed in the conveyance of public mails or despatches, and which
are subject, it is presumed, to the orders and regulations of the Board
of Admiralty. Surveys are to be held at least twice in every year by
shipwright and engineer surveyors appointed for the purpose of declar<
ing the condition of the machinery of every steam vessel other than
those excepted as above, and reporting upon its general efficiency for
the purposes of the trade in which it may be engaged.

It appears to the Committec that the introduction of a similar system
into this port would be very desirable, and they recommend the subject
to His Honor's favorable consideration.

If their suggestion has the approval of Government they would res-
pectfully sabmit that the services of Mr. W. II. Sandeman, who, as chiel
superintending engincer in the Kiderpore Doqk, has, the Committee
Delieve, given complete satisfaction to Government, may be engaged for
such an appoi Mr. Sand s experi asa marine engincer
is reported to be of the highest character ; and for the office of surveyor
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of steam vessels: as- now suggested by the Commiitee probably no one~
could be found better-qualified.

Fhave dlic Honor to'be, &e.,
H. W. I WOOD,

Secretary: -

No. 306. .
Froar
J. D. GORDON, Esa,

Junior Secrelary lo-the Government of - Bengal:

To tur SECRETARY ro Tup
BENGAL CHAMBER.or COMMERCE,
Fort Williumy the-17th August, 1861.
Marine. :
Sin,—I am desired to-acknowledge the receipt®of ‘your letter of the
3rd ultimo, and to say that the: Licutenant-Governor, quite concurring
in the remarks by the Chamber of Commerce regmrding the survey of
steamers, has refexred ‘the subjéct to the Legislative Member for Bengal,
with a view to the law being so framed as to -empower the Government
to carry out the suggestions made:
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most-obedient servant,
J. D. GORDON,
Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

|
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APPENDIX M.

PRESENTATION OF TESTIMONIAL TO COLONEL
R. BAIRD SMITH.

On the 24th September the Members of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce and a numerous assemblage of the mercantile community of
Calcutta met at the Chamber of Commerce to witness the presentation
to Colonel Baird Swmith of a testimonial and its nccompanying address.
T'he testimonial isting of 2 hand and massive service of plate,
was laid out on a table in the large hall: it was composed of a large
centre cup, & salver, and a tea and coflec ‘service; each picce bearing
its. own_ inseription of presentation, the order of the Bath, and the
heraldic bearings of the gallant Colonel. At 11 o’clock Colonel Baird
Smith arrived, and, after the usual ceremony of introduction, the
DPresident of the Chamber opened the proceedings with the follow~
ing words:—

“ Colonel Baird Smith-—The testimonial which, with the permission
of His Excellency the Governor General, I have now the honour
on the part of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce to present you, very
inadequately represents the bigh estimate which that body have placed
upon the eminent services you have recently rendered them. T refer to
the report which you, at their request, have made, with the permission of
the Government, a3 to the effect produced by the late fumine in the
N. W. provinces upon the trade of that country, especially that more
immediately conneeted with Caleutta. The Chamber fecl, Sir, that the

ivies which you have made and the information which you have
furnished are of great fmportance and value, not only to Bengal but
to the commercial interests of India generally. They also belicve that
your xeport as been, and will continue to be, the means of awakening
our countrymen at home as to what is needed to fully develope the
resources of this great country and render them available to the com-"
meree of the world.

Commerce has al

enqu

¢ been the companion and often the pioneer of
civilization, and there is good renson to hope that, aided by cminent
men like yourself, they will be found successfully working together in
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the p ion of the happi and prosperity of the people of . this
country, and thereby securing their loyalty and affection to its ralers.

T have now, Sir, the pleasurc of reading to. you the address of the
Chamber.

Brnear Cuamper or Commrrcr,
Caleatta, 24tk September, 1861,
COL. R. BAIRD SMITI, C. B, A. D. C. o tur QUEEN,

I Ms Regiment of Bengal Engincers.
 Sim,—Among the many important subjects which at all times engage
the attention of commercial men of this city none ave of greater inter-
est than the ideration” of  the dition and ci of the
people of Upper India, and the study of the varying influences which
affect the trade between the chief provincial towns and the capital of
the country upon which they are dependent for supplies of British

manufactures.

The development and expansion of that trade duving the last ten
years have been on a scale of remarkable magnitude: stimulated by the
increasing requirements of an immense consuming population in India
the manufacturing industry of Bngland has been fully employed; and
the rapid progress of commereial enterprise continued undisturbed until
rebellion checked its vigorous, healthy, and successful action,

Recovering from the destructive influences of that calamity, trade re+
vived with unparalleled activity, and its future course appeared fice
from all obstruction to sati y and compensating results, when it
was again arrested, by causes heyond human foresight and control ; and
a desolating famine in the populous districts of Hindostan paralysed

the ordinary commerce of the country.

It need not be told with what concern they who were engaged in
the trade with those districts contemplated the effects of this most
disastrous visitation upon the large interests involved therein, and how
every indication of its mitigation was anxiously watched, for in ‘the

pension of P the heavy 1
and the unusual depression of a hitherto buoyant market, the results

of importations,

to them were material beyond measure. .
Assigned popularly to the severity of the famine it was nevertheless
apprehiended that this stagnation of trade might have been produced by
other causes, and it was considered essential to arrive at a correct
appreciation of whatever may have contributed to that condition. Im-
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pressed with “the uecéssity of ascertaining a point of so much interest to
the commercial publie, the Chamber of Commerce suggested to the
Government of India the expediency of ‘deputing an officer'to proceed
to the famine-stricken districts with the special object of reporting
upon their actual state and the ci which had d to
results so_unfavourably aflecting the trade of this city. Such a report
drawn wp by one conversant with the subject and having access to the
sources of information which ‘Government ‘could place at Kis disposal
would, in the opinion of the Chamber, be cxtremely valuable to
the mercantile community, and cnable them +to judge with some
degree of accuracy of the.probability of an carly revival of trade with
the important marts of the upper provinces : and for the purposcs of
that inquiry the Chamber hoped the Government would be in-a position
to make your own services available, because they were confident that
your great local experience of those districts; your sound judgment
on the commercial bearings of the question, and your ability to deal
withthe difficulties attending ‘such a mission peculiarly qualified you
for the task.

The Government of India promptly assented to the Chamber’s proposal,
—the President in Council being of opinion that accurate and com-
prehensive information regarding the state of the districts afilicted with
famine, as well as of those in their immediate vicinity, with special
reference to the influence which the calamity might have upon the
import trade of Beagal, could not fail to be of great value ; and His
Honor concurred in the belief that the necéssary enquiries could be
entrusted to no one more likely than yowrself to conduct them in a
manner which would give satisfaction to all concerned. Your services
were accordingly rendered available for this special employment,

" Cheexfully aceepting the duty thus imposed upon you,—a duty totally
foreign” to your own officinl appointment of Master of the Caleutta
Mint—you proceeded without delay to the North-Western Provinees :
you visited the cities of Benares, Mirzapore, Allahabad, Cawnpore,
Lucknow, Furruckabad, Agra, Muttra and Delbi, and other places to
which your researches Ied you ; Journeying through the length and
breadth of the famine tract, and
and from every - class,

seeking information from every source
you gathered together a mass of materials for
your future conclusions j and finally you were enabled,
of 8th May, to submit to Govern
Iaborious investigation,

,in your report
went the results of o diligent and
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‘I'his veport, replete with information of the most valuable character,
has heen accepted as an elaborate exposition of the various causes
which have conduced to the serious depression of trade long prevailing
and still existing : it abounds with details and illustrations of consi-
derable interest, with useful statistical returns of provincial traffic, and
with profitable suggestions on the numerous points elicited in the course
of your enquiry.

You have accomplished your task with an enthusiastic appreciation
of its importance, and with an ability distinguished by a broad and
clear comprehension of the object of your mission, and by the encrgetic

pplication of the resources of an enlightened mind : and the success whiclt
has attended your labors in this new field of exertion has added largely
to the high reputation you have already won in your honorable carcer.

To acknowledge the service you have thus rendered to the commercial
public, to testify their estimation of its great value, and to record, in this
address, the expression of their gratitude, is now the gratifying duty
of the Chamber of-Commerce.

They assure you, they feel deeply the obligation which you have
conferred upon them, and they now tender you their most hearty thanks,
accompanied Dy the gift which, with the permission of His Excellency
the Governor-General in Council, they have the honor to present to
you, and which they offer for your acceptance as a token of their esteem,

and in recognition of your meritorious service on their behalf., *

Tor the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
W. S. FITZWILLIAM,
",' President”
After the address had been rend, the President remarked that it
might be satisfactory to Colonel Baird Smith to hear the terms in which
the Government of India had expressed their approval of the presenta-
tion of the testimonial. e then read the following letter : —
Fron
W. GREY, Esa.,
Secy. to the Govt. of Iudia.
. W. I WOOD, Esa,
Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
Daled Fort William, Aug. 28, 1861.
“8rm,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
the 21st instant, in which the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce request the sanetion of Govern-

To

Home Department.
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wment to” their presenting Colonel Baird Smith with a testimonial in
recognition of the manner in which he had conducted the enquiry into
the causes of the depressed state of trade between Bengal and the
upper provinces which, at the request of the Chamber of Commeree, he
was deputed by Government to make.

9. Inreply Iam dirceted to state that though it is opposed to the
orders of Government that public officers should accept presents or
complimentary addresses in connection, divectly or indirectly, with the
discharge of their official duty, the Governor General in Council thinks
the present case sufficiently peculiov and exceptional to warrant a
deviation from the rule. Iis Excellency in Council considers that the
compliment which the Chamber wishes to pay to Colonel Baird Smith
has been well carned, and he is pleased to permit him to receive it.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your nost obedient servant,
W. GREY,
Secy. to the Govl. of India.”

Colonel Baird Smith then sai .

AMr. President and Gentlemen,—T heartily wish that nature had gifted
me with, or practice trained me to, a readier power of speech than T
possess, that T might have acknowledged less imperfeetly than T am
able to do the high compliment you have paid me in the remarks with
which you have prefaced the reading of the address just completed.

But however imperfectly the forms of expression may be, there is no

shorteoming in the feelings which prompt them. I am decply sensible
of the honor the Chamber has conferted wpon me in the judgment it
has pronounced on the value to commeree of the work I have lately had
to do. Itis the judgment of the body which represents the commercial
intelligence of the capital of India, and T receive it with the respeet
and gratitude which are due to it.

It will be most gratifying to me, Sir, to find that the prospects of
more than local usefulness you anticipate from my work are likely to be
realised ; they will be the best fruits it can produce.

With your permission, I will now read the formal reply I hold 'in my

. hand to the address with which the Chamber has honoved me : —
To
W. S. FITZWILLIAM, Esq.,
President of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
Caleutta, 24th September, 1861.
“Sm,—It is with feelings of sincere gratitude and cordial appreciation
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that T acknowledge the honor done me by the Chamber of Commerce
in presenting me with this addvess and gift, which the Government of
TIndia has been pleased, on your application, to permit me to accept.
Both will be to me and mine the treasured memorials of @ high and rare
distinction, and my grateful sense of the mamner in which the merchants
of Caleutta have received and valued the work which, on this occasion,
it was my special duty to do, must ever be very deep and true,

T must however be allowed to explain how much that work has been
fucilitated Dy fheir assistance, Tt was with your respected predecessor,
the late President of the Chamber—Mr. J. N. Bullen—that the first
thought of my deputation to the North-West Provinces originated. ~ Tt
ivas by him and his temporary successor, Mr. Edward Kilburn, that the
matter was brought before the G , and so ded it
was sure of an attentive consideration. Tt was from the Committee of
the Chamber, and from no one more effectively than from yourself, that
T received advice so suggestive and discriminating that its practical
worth grew the greater the more the subject “developed itself in the
course of my enquirics. Tt was from confidential’ correspondence with
mereantile friends in Caleutta that help was obtained in the solution of
many of the anomalies and difficulties met with ; and it is my most
pleasant duty to acknowledge now with the heartiest gratitude the great
debt I owe to the Chamber for their constant and varied aid,

T have only to add that so uniformly and so kindly has your own in-
terest in my work been shewn that its recognition by the Chamber re-
ceives an added grace in veaching me through your hands,

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient and grateful servant,

R. BAIRD SMITTH, Colonel,

IL M. Bengal Engincers.”
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APPENDIX N.

SCHEDULE OF COMMISSION CHARGES,

Revised and adopted by @ Special General Meeting of the. Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce leld on the 181k June 1861,—with effect from

15t January 1862.

1. On the sale, purchase, or shipment of Bullion, Gold
Dust, or Coin ... -
On the purchase (when'in funds) or sale of Indigo,
Raw Silk, Silk Picce Goods, Opium, Pearls, Pre-
cions Stones, or Jewellery .
On purchasing ditto when funds are provided by the
Agent......
On the salc or purchase of all other goods—the com-~
mission in all cases to be charged upon the gross
amount of sales, and in regard to purchases upon
Dboth cost and eharges ... .
On returns for Consignments if made in produce.......
On returns of Consignments if in Bills, Bullion, or
Treasure .
On accepting Bills against Consignments ...............
On the sale or purchase of Ships, Factories, Houses,.
Lands, and all property of a like description .......
On goods and treasure consigned, and all other pro-
perty of any description referred to Ageney for sale,
whether advanced upon or otherwise, which shall
afterwards be withdrawn ; and on goods consigned
for conditional delivery to others and so delivered,
on invoice amount at 2s. per rupee .

1

»

»

o n

® o~

©

10. On making advances or procuring loans of money for-

commereial purposes, when the aggregate commis-

sion does not exceed 5 per cent.

On ordering or receiving and delivering goods, or
superintending the fulfilment of contracts, or on
the shipment of goods, where no other Commission
is derived

1 per cent,
2%

5 ”
5w

2%
1,

1 »

28
Liall com:

2§ per cent,.

Texxi

12. On guaranteeing Bills, Bonds, or ofher engagements,

13,

14,

and’ on becoming security for administration of
Istates, or to Government for the dishursement of
public money...

On del-credere or ing the duc realization of
sales ... s e, 2

On the management of Estates for Bxeeutors or Ad:
i e 2

15: On chartering ships or engaging tonnage: for consti-

tuents for vessels to proceed to outports for load--
ing .. L2

16, Onadvertising as the Agents for Owners or Command.

17.

crs of ships for cabin passengers, on the amount

of passage money, whether the same shall pass
through the Agents’ hands or nof .................... 2%

On procuring freight for a ship by a shipping otder or .

charter; or on procuring employment for a ship on
monthly lire, or dcting as Agents for Owners,
Captain, or Charterers of a vessel, upon the gross
amount of freight, brokerage inclusive .............. 5

18, On engaging Asiatic Emigrants for a ship to the Mau-

19.

20.

21

22,

sitius, the West Indies, or clsewhere, upon tho .
gross amount of earnings Csnn, 5
On engaging troops for a ship to Great Britain or clse-
wliere, on the gross amount, of passage moncy for
rank and file ...
On realising inward fiei

ight, inware
or Cabin passage moncy ...

P
On landing and re-shipping goods from any vessel in g
distress, or on- lnding and selling by auction
damaged goods. from any such vessel, and acting
as Agent for the Master on belialf of all con.
cerned on the declared value of sl such goods
as may be re-shipped, and on the net procceds of
all such goods as may be publicly sold .........
If Opium, Indigo, Raw Silk, or Silk Picce Goods
If Treasure, precious Stones or Jewellery....iveovenn, 1
On effecting Insurances, whether o lives or property  }

weee 2 percent.
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On seftling Insurance clnims, losses and averages of
and on procuring returms of premiun ..
ag; or negotiating Bills
S S

all classes,
On drawing, purchasing, selling,
of Exchange. . ;
Ou debts or other claims “Iwn a plnl‘(‘ss at law or
on s incurred in claiming them. e ceseees

arbitr
Or i recovered by such MEAS weverssunnssesees
Ou Bills of Txchange returued dishonored ..
On collecting House Rent ...
On Ships' Disbursements
On realising Boao.my Bon

on i v 21,
On gr'\nhn" Tetters of Creditoeens T,
On sale or purchase of Government Seewrities 'md

Bank or other Joint Stoclk Shares, and on every

exchange or transfer not by pm-clmsu from one

RO FO

class to another..
On delivering up Government comitios and Bank or

other Joint Stock Shares, on the market value ... %y
On all amownts debited and credited within the year

(less the balance brought forward) upon which no

Commission amounting to & per cent. has been

charged .
onkm\ac when p'ud is to be scpualely charged.

H. W. I. W0O0D,

Secretary.

2% per cent.

APPENDIX .0.
VOTE OF THANKS TO THE LATE PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT.

Brengarn Ciampsr or Coxrmer,
Caleutta, 4th June, 1861,

JOHN N. BULLEN, Esa.,
9, Moorgate Street,
London.

Sm,—At the general meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce
held on the 6th of last month, the occasion of the clection of office
bearers for the current year, it was unaniniously resolved ©that the
cordial thanks of the Chamber are due and be given to the late Com-
mittce, and especially to the President and Vice-President, for the abili
with which they have conducted the business of the Chamber during
iheir term of office " and in transmitting this resolution to you I am
desired by the Committee to express the gratification with which they
communicate this recognition of the very valuable services rendered by
you as their late President.

The Chamber for many years has had the benefit of your active co-
operation as o member of the Committee, as Vice-Iresident, and finally

. as President.  In that last oflice you have had opportunities of advane-

ing the interests of the Chamber which have not been neglected ; and
on all oceasions those interests have been advocated by a heartiness of
purpose which have won for you the grateful thanks of your brother-
merehants : but your services were never so conspicuous as when they
were devoted Lo the laborions duty imposed upon you asa member of
the commission appointed by Government to revise the Customs tariff,
to introduce a uniformity of taxiff for all Tndia, to consider the provi-
sions of & consolidated customs bill, and to report on the customs adwmi-
nistration of this city; and the vote of thanks which I have now the

* Aletter in terms of this para: wns also addressed to E. D. Kilbun, Eaq, the
Viee-President. B
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honor to present on behalf of the Clgambcr Tiad special reference to the
great ability with which that duty was accomplished by you.
1 have the honor to-be, &e.,
M. W. 1. WO0O0D,
: Secretary,

80, KrxsixeToN PARK GARDINS,
ond August, 1861,

Sm,—1 have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 4th June,
in which by direction of the Committee you convey to me on behalf of
the Chamber of Commerce a vote of thanks which at the last half-yearly
meeting of the members they ‘were pleased to pass in acknowledgment
of my services and those of the other members-of the retiring Com-
mittee during our term of office then expired.

In conveying to me this expression of the Chamber's thanks the Com-
mittee were pleased especially to refer to the obligation which they
conceived the mercantile body was under to me for my representation
of their interests on the late customs commission, to which on the nomi-
nation of the Chamber I was appointed a member by the Government.
I need scarcely say how gratifying it is to me to find that the views
which T advocated on that commission, and the results which flowed
from the Inbors of the commission, have met with such cordial approval
{from my brother merchants,

With best wishes for the continued prosperity of the Charitber,

Believe me,
Sir,
Yours very sincerely,
JOHN N. BULLEN,
H, W. I WOOD, Esa,,
Secy., Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

APPENDIX P.

Statement of the Funds of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce Srom 1st May to 31st October 1861
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MEMBERS OF THE GHAMBER &F COMMERGE,

Agabeg, Joseph.
A W Agent, Otiental
Bank Lorpormon
Apenr and Co.
Argenti, Sechiari and Co.
“Atkinson, Tilton and Co. ©
Balfour and Co.
radaile, John and Co,

Jardine, Skinner and Co.
Jenkins, Demnnn and Co.
Jolmson, P.
Kettlewell, “Bullen and Co.
Kelly and Co.
Ker, Dods and Co,

Lyall, Rennie and Co.
‘\ ’x('lu[lol;, Qtemrt and Co.
Co.

* Bor

Camin, 1. and 1

Canlisles, Nephews and Co.

Carter, T. 1.

(/]n]m(-xs, @. C. Manager of the Cen-|
tral Bank of W estern India.

Colvin, Cowic and Co.

CrooLe, Tome and Co.

DeSouza, Thos, and Co.

Dickinson Brothers and Co. r

* Duff, Thos. Agent Borneo Company.

Durncl\mllll.,  Grob and Co.

Eglinton, R. L., Agent, Chartered
“Bank of Tndia.

Ernsthausen and Oesterley.

Twing and Co.

Tlliott, John and Co.

Fergusson, J II.

rl@ldll\" Alexander,. Agent, Com-
mcrcml Bank of India.

TFitzwilliam, W. S., Agent Chartered
Mereantile Bank.

TFoster, Rogers and Co.

Torrester, Chas.

Gillanders, Arbuthrot and Co.

Gisborne and Co.

Gladstone, Wyllie and (o,

Gordon, Stuart and Co.

Grindlay and Co.

Grant, Smith and Co.

Herriot, John.

Henderson and Co.

Henderson, George and Co.

Heron and Co.

Hoare, Millér and Co.

MOFUSSIL

Becher, Win— Goulatly, Assar, | Hay

Deverell, H.—Ackergunge,

Cope, I0, and Co.— Unritsur.
 Gale, John.—Pundoul.

Hamilton, Brown & Co.—Afirzapore.

and
ic, Lyall and Co.

May, Pick ford and Co.
Moran, W. and Co.
Mosley and Hurst.
Ogle, Jobn and Co,
Pemce‘ Macrae and Co.
Peel, Bellairs and Co.
Pennington and Co,
Pelunoller, G. and Co. ’s Successors.
Dietsch, G. Manager Comptoir
D Escompte de Paris.
Playfair, Duncan and Co:
Potter and Co.
Prestich, E.
Purier and Co.
Ralli Brothers.
Ralli and Mavrojani.
Ram Gopaul Ghose and Co.
Robert and Charriol, :

ainlie and Co.
Sham Chaund Mitt
Stewart, W. C. and Co.
Thomas, R. and Co.
Wattenbach, Heilgers and Co.
Williumson, Brothers and Co.
Whitney; Brothers aud Co,

il MEMBERS.

Tay, J. O, and Co.—Akyab.
Kenny, J. T.—Salgamoodiak.
Pelletreau & Co.—Mirzapore.
Todd, Findlay & Co.—Moulmein.

e, e - -

RULES AND REGULATIBNS
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.‘

fzrst ........ That the Society shall be styled « Tur Bexgar
CuavBrr oF COMMERCE.”
Second..e.e That the object of the Chamber shall be to
watch over and protect the general interests-of
Commerce ; to collect information on all mat-
ters of interest to the Mercantile Community ;
to use every means within its. power for the
removal of evils, the redress of grievances,
and the promotion of the common good: t
communicate with authorities and individual
parties thereupon; to form a code of practice
whereby the transaction of husiness may be
simplified and facilitated ; to receive references
and to arbitrate between disputants, the
decisions in such references being recorded
. for future guidance. .

Third...... That it heing highly desirable not to récognize
any principle of exclusion, all persons engaged
or interested in the Commerce or Shipping of
Bengal, shall, upon payment of the Subscrip-
tion and on signature of the Rules and Regu-
lations, be admissible as Members in the man-
ner hereinaflter described.

Fourth ...... That Candidates for admission, proposed and
seconded by Members may be admitted provi-
sionally as Members by the Committee; sub-
ject to confirmation at the next General
Mecting.
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Fiifth..u.r... That voting by proxy, or by Members

hoge,
Subscriptions are in arrears, be not allowed,
Siath oeooo.. That the Chamber reserves to itsell the right of

expelling any of its Members; such expul- .

sion to be decided by the voles of . {hree-
fourths of the Members of the Chamber,
Seventh ... That any number of Members present shall- e
held to constitute a General 1\‘Ice(ing, called
in conformity with the Rules of the Chamber,

for the despatch of ordinary. business ; but |

that no change in the Rules of the Society
can be considered except at a Gieneral Meet-
ing at which the majority of {he Members of
the Chamber shall be present,

Lighth ..... That the Subscription for individual Members
of the Chamber be 10 Rupees per mensem,
while those alone carrying on’ business under’
any style or firm do pay 16 Rupees per.
mensem.

“That the Subseription for Mofissi] Members ho -
iwo Gold Mohurs or 32 Rupees per annum.

That the busincss and funds of the Chamber
shall be managed by 2 Committce: of seven
Members, consisting of ‘a Président, and Viee=
President and - five an”crs, to be elected
annually at a General I\Iéelixlg of the Cham-
ber in the month of May; the President, or,
in his absence, the Vice-President, being ex-
officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the
absence of the President and Vi

the Committee to cleet its ow
Tour to form a quorum; the
cases of equality,

Ninth ......

ce-President,
n Chairman.
Chairman, in
having the easting vote.

Ixxxix

Tenth ... That the Committec shall meet on such day
of every week as it may fix as most .con-
venient, for the purpose of {ransacting such
business as may come within the limits of the
objects of the Chamber, and that its proceed-
ings be Jaid on the table open to the inspection
of Mermbers, subject to such Regulations as
the Committee may deem expedient.

Eleventh... ‘All annual clections of Président, Vice-Presi-

“dent, and Members of the Committee, shall be

determined by a majority of votes of- Members,

such votes being given in voting cards to be
issued numbered and signed by the Sccretary;
and no voting card shall be received for ‘such
purpose unless so authenticated : and all va-
cancies created by the absence of the Presi-
dent, Vice-President, or any of the Members
rom the Presidency for two months, or by
departure. for Europe, or by death, shall be
forthwith filled up, and the elcetion determin-
ed by votes of Members to be aken as above
in voting cards and declared by the Com-

. mittee.

Twelfth.... That the Sccretary be elected by he Com-
mittee; such clection to be subject to. confir~
mation at the next ensuing Greneral Meeting.

Thirteenth. That the Greneral Meetings of the Chamber be

Ield from time to time as the Committee for

the time being may deem necessary.- That a

Special General Meeting shall be called by

the President, or, in his absence, by the Vice-

President, or by his order on the requisition

of any five firms, Members of the Chamber,




xc e

to be held within five days subsequent to the
receipt of such requisition,

That all Proceedings of the Commitice be sub-
jeet to approval or otherwise of General
Mectings duly convened,

Fifteenth... That strangers visiting. the Presidency may be

- " introduced as Honorary Members for two
months by any Member of the Chamber
serting their
that purpose. .

That the Committee be empowered to make
Bye-laws which shall not s of any force until

: approved of by a'General Meeting.

Seventeenth, That an Annual Report of the Proce,

prepared; and, after being approv,
General Meeting,
Lighteenth, That the above Ru

Fourtcenth,

in-
names in a book 'to- be kept for

Stxteenth...

edings be

ed of at a

s printed and cireulated,

les be added to or. altered

only by a majority of Members of the Cham-

er.

That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an
authenticated copy, subseribed by each Mem-
ber on admission, be kepf; as part of the re- ;
cords of the Chamber, That printed copies '
be forwarded to Members of the Chamber, to
the Secretary o Government, and {o such
other partics or authoritics as it may he desir-

able to make acquainted with the objects and

Rules of the Association,

Nineteenth.

——
FRINTED BY SANDERS, ConEs anp s NO. 23, LOLL BAzaR,
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