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Proceeding&mf a General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber. of Commerce, held on Wednesday, the
27th May, 1857. : -

Davio Cowie, Esq., President, in the Chair.

Tur Report of .the Committee for the Half-year,
ended 30th April, having been read by the-Chair-
man, it was unanimously resolved that the Report
be received.

" The Chairman read extract from a letter from Mr.
Fitzwilliam, a Member of the Tribunal of Commerce
Sub-Committee, who states that “in reference to the

""Committee upon Tribunals of Commerce, all that

can De reported- is that several additional opinions

have been received favorable to the movement, and
tliat the outline of a code of Laws and Regulations
for the working of a Tribunal in Calcutfa is now

" printing, and would, when completed, be sent to the

Members of the Chamber, &c., for their opinions.”

Massrs. ‘W. Duncan aud W. H. Ripley were una-
nimously elected as Members. . !
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Scrutineers having been chosen to examine the
votes for a Committee for the ensuing year the names
of the following gentlemen were returned :—

David Cowie, Esq., President.

Jas. J. Mackenzie, Vice President ; dnd Messs. J.
N. Bullen, Geo. Brown, W. Blundell, D. Mackinlay,

and E. D. Kilburn,

After a vote of thanks to the late Committee for
their services on behalf of the Chamber, and to the.
Chairman for presiding on this occasion, the proceed-

ings terminated.

H. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. N

HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

Tur Committee have pleasure in submitting to the
Members of the Chamber a brief report of their
proceedings during the past half-year.

In December last, during the short lived existence AppendixA.

. Financial Pab-

of the 42 per Cent. Loan, your Committee endeavour- ity
ed to obtain from Government public notice of the
sums subscribed from time to time, and a declaration

~of the total amount which it was proposed to borrow.

The Governor General in Council declined com-
pliance with either request, but it is observable that -
the terms of the 5 per Cent. Loan, which was opened
a few days later, followed in one respect the recom-
mendation of -the Committee, by limiting its amount
to three crores of rupees.

Your: Committee having reccived an interesting Appendix B
letter from the officiating Master Attendant, contain- Shiesing._
ing practical suggestions for averting some of the
dangers to which vessels in this port are exposed
during the 8. W. Monsoon, have distributed printed
copics of the same among the Members of the Chamber
and shipowners here and at home ; and they now
take this opportunity of again calling attention to the
valuable advice which that letter contains.
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‘,.,71.7' TIn connesion with this subject, they have here to
report the present state of river moorings in the
Hooghly to be as follows :—
Tixed Moorings, ..
Swinging ditto, .
shewing a respective increase of 14 fmd 5 on the
numbers stated in the last half: yearly Report.

Under the sanction of Government, moorings .to
accommodate twelve vessels are on the point of being
. 7 laid down at Garden Reach, and your Committee are

fully alive to the necessity for continued exertions to

growing wants of the Port.
amentis o, To obviate the excessive injustice and i inconvenience
mpressmentof 4 vhich merchants had often been exposed by the
: "“mode in. which carriage for the public service was
impressed, your Committee addressed.to the Govern-

remonstrance which, with a reply of the 31st January,
will be found in Appendix C.

A Bill is now under the consideration of a Select
Committee of the Legislative Council to define the

public purposes shall be allowed, and your Committee
believe that, if the provisions of that Bill are faith-
fully acted up to by Government servants, no further
ground of complaint on the part of merchants will
exist. .

ApontixD.  In correspondence with the Board of Revenue,

Tqualization of . .
Duties, e your Committec have been strenuously urging the

obtain a steady further increase proportioned to the.

ment of Bengal on the 5th January last an urgent

system under which impressment of  Carriage for .

o —
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reforms referred to in more than one past report, viz,
the equalization of -duties on DBritish and Foreign
merchandize, the abolition of export duties; and the
removal from the Customs’ Tariff of a variety of
articles producing a very inconsiderable revenue.

They regret to add that the Supreme Government
has not felt itself at liberty to deal with these
questions, but has referred them for the orders of the
Court of Directors.

The present table of fixed valuations for the levying
of duty on Imports and Exports will be revised in
December of the present year, so that a new Tariff
may come into operation from January 1858, prior
to which time your Committee trust to see the .
reforms above mentioned recognized and made law.

Your Committee are still - engaged in correspond- 4‘-’3“*" %
ence with the Bengal Government regarding - the
desired aolition of the Marine Registry Office.

They believe it will result in the total suppression

of that Office as far as British seamen ave concerned,
but that for the protection of Lascars there will be
public officers appointed as Shipping Masters who, in
performing some of the functions of the present,
Registrar of Seamen, will sufficiently see to the
interests of the Lascar in point of accommodation,
water, provisions, &c., and will arrange, where neces-
sary, for the payment of allotment money out of the
wages of absent crews.

Attentlon is invited in Appendix E. toa colrespond- Appontix T,
tato of  the

ence which the Committee have had with the Govern- Canals,
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ment of Bengal on the. subject of the canal recently
excavated, but lefs incomplete at either end ; and to
the state of the roads wdjoullhw the canals which
throws great 1mped1ments in the way of traffic,
particularly during the rainy season.

Your Committee have, during the Half-year, inter-
changed many communications with the Bengal
Government and the Board of Revenue, on matters
connected with the River Mutlah and the new Town
proposed to be: erected on its banks ; and have dorie
their utmost, throughout the couespondence, to facili-
tate the views and advance the interests of the
enterprizing firms, who have practically been the chief
promoters of the new Port.

This correspondence, though voluminous, is pub-

..éu::»- 5 s R lished in Appendix F. for general information, and

will be found to embrace the following points :—

I. The storing cargoes of Salt in bond on the’

Mutlah.

II. The rates of Port dues and Pilotage for the
new, Port, the issue of which discussion will be found
in the Government Gazette of the Tth February
last, fixing them for the preseht, experimentally; and,

1. - The terms on which allotments of land on the
Mutlah are proposed to he made to. applicants.

Your Committee also obtained the promise of the
Post Master General, that no time should be lost in

- establishing a daily Post between Ellengunge on the

Mutlah and Caleutta, and arranged with the Superin-
tendent of Marine, that the Senior Officer at the
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cruizing Station at the Sand Heads should be supplied
with copies of sailing directions for that River, to be
distributed to Masters of vessels calling for orders.

In Appendix F. will also be found the satisfactory
result of an application from the Committee to the
Government of Bengal for the record of Meteorologi-
cal information at the new Town. . .

The Iegislative Council having published the
Draft of an Act for the incorporation and regulatioh
of Joint Stock Companies, your Committee petitioned
against one clause of it, which required that the
winding up of any such Association should take place
in .the principal Civil Court of the Station in which
the registered Office of the Company was situate.

Such a procedure might bring questions of Law
and Equity connected with the dissolution or failure
of Joint Stock Compani Mofussil before
tribunals utterly mcompetent to deal with them,
and where morcover the litigants would be unable to
obtain the assistance of an English Bar, to correct
that incompetence. A copy of the petition is insert-
ed in Appendix G.

A proposal from the Mint Master for a new mode
of dividing the spillage in the melting of Bullion,
among importers, was submitted by your Commlttee
to the leading Banks and Merchants who import
silver, and \vxth the concurrence of a majority of
them, no opposition has been offerd to a trial of the
new system, the correspondence regarding which
will be found in Appendix H.

Appondix G.
Petition  to

Legislativo
Couacil.

Appendix H,
S)

pillago of

Bullios
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sahppendix 1. The Members of the Chamber are aware .that,
tures. in the month of November last, a Sub-Committee
was nominated at the instance of Dr. Mouat, In-
spector of Prisons, to report upon the interesting
Exhibition of Jail Manufactures then open in Cal-
cutta. Their report,' together with the correspon:
dence with Dr. Mouat, is now recorded in Ap-
pendix L

Appendix 3. In accordance. with the Resolution of the last
et Quarterly Meeting, your Committee have forwarded
for e petitions to the two Houses of Parliament and to the
Legislative Council of India, copies of which will be

found in Appendix J. . :
The first is an urgent appeal against the amalga-
mation of the Supreme and Sudder Courts of Laxw, as
recommended by the Royal Commissioners; and the
latter is directed against that portion of the bill now
before” the Legislative Council, for simplifying the
procedure of the Criminal Courts of India, which
would give to certain classes of the East India
Company’s servants a jurisdiction over residents in
the Mofussil, whether British subjects or Foreigners,
to which happily. they have never yet been exposed,
and the conferring which power would be a manifest
injury to all engaged in mercantile or manufacturing

pursuits out of Calcutta.

s K. Your Committee have arranged that in the daily
graph, reports issued from the Telegraph Office, mention
shall he made of the place at which, and the time
when, any interruption-on the lines may oceur, and

“
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subsequently the period at which communication
may be re-opened: -

They have also, in.reply to an application from the
. Bengal Government, rccommended the establishment
of telegraphic communication between Caleutta and
Jessore. .

A letter from the Consul for Hamburgh, insert-

‘. ed in Appendix L., shows that duties on the im-

port of Indian produce have heen abolished in
“that city.

It is matter of deep regret to your Committee that
the periodical statements, which the Secretary com-

" piles from the returns furnished by a majority of

Members of the Chamber, are rendered comparatively
of small value by the errors which those returns
sometimes contain. - Some few of the importing
houses decline to furnish any returns whatever, but,
might possibly be induced to contribute them, could
it be shown that the periodical statements based on
the data given by their neighbours were correct and
trustworthy. A very moderate amount of care on
the part of those who undertake to give returns
would readily establish that character for the state-
ments, and the Committee carnestly trust that, for
the future, each contributor will see that the data
furnished from his Office to the Secretary of the
Chamber are in every point exact. Were this:
universally done, these periodical statements of Stocks
and Sales would prove documents of considerable
value to all mercliants, whercas without such care

B

Appendix L.

Statement of

Stacks & Sales,




New Members.
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and consequent accuracy it may be questioned
whether they are not caleulated only to mislead.

As there are still several firms and individuals

engaged in general business in this city who are not

Members of the Chamber of Commerce, your Com-

A statement of the financial affairs of the  JTisaneo of
Stasemeny ! the Chamber.
Association is appended ; and your Committee have to
report the withdrawal of two firms and two individuals,
and the accession of two firms as new Members.

mittee desire to record their opinion that the Chamber E ’ DAVID COWIE

has now a very strong call upon their support and v Prcsi;’ent
adherence, which would make it what it ought to » Carcurrs, o
be,—an Association composed of all those engaged o 30th April, 1857. [

in commercial pursuits in the capital of British -
India.

The parties in question have the benefit of all that
the Chamber does, and is endeavouring to do, for the
general interests of Commerce, and-of its being
now the recognized medium through which the Go-
vernment is not only ready, but anxious, to com-
municate, on all fitting occasions, with the mercantile
body.

The monthly subscription is a moderate. one, and
with a considerable accession of Members might be
made less.

Opinions may differ occasionally upon the course
of procedure of the Chamber on this or that question,
but upon the broad ground of the general interests
of Commerce, their protection, and their improve-
ment, to which your Committee have to their best

ability devoted themselves, they feel entitled to
challenge the adherence and support of those mer-
chants who have - hitherto held aloof from the
Chamber.




APPENDIX A.

Financial Publicity.

Beveir Cramser oF CoMMERCE,
R Calcutta, 30tk December, 1856.
To C. HUGH LUSHINGTON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Tinancial Department.

S1r,—By desire of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, T
have the honor to request you will solicit the permission of the Right Honorable
the Governor General in Council to publish in the Government Gazette a
weekly statement of the total sum subscribed to the 4% per Cent. Loan
throughout Tndia. .

And T am further instructed to suggest the expediency of public notico
being given of the total amount which it is proposed to raise by the loan
referred o, Such a course, dofining the precise sum to bo borrowed, was for
the first timo adopted in the case of the Public Works Loan last yoar, with
posilivo advantage to the interests of tho State, and the Committee of tho
Chamber of Commerce would strongly urge its being again followed with the
Loan now opon.

T have tho honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Scrvant,

(Signed,) . W. I WOOD,
Seeretary.
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No. 111.
To rae SECRETARY 70 HE BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Stz,—I am directed by the Right. Honorable the Governor General in

Fonancial Council to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter, dated the
Department. 30t ultimo, and to state, in reply, that the Government

cannot comply with the- requests of the Chamber of Commerce . therein®

contained.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed,)  C. HUGH LUSHINGTON,

) Secy. to the Govt. of India.
Councrr. CHAMBER, } .

The 12th Janvary, 1857.

APPENDIX B.
Accidents to Shipping.

No. 2046.
Frox tne OFFICIATING MASTER ATTEN. DANT,
To tie SECRETARY ro e CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Sir,—1I have the honor to submit for the consideration of the Chamber of
Commerce some suggestions, the résult of my experience of the disasters
caused to the Shipping in this Port by the violence of the spring tides, and
the freshes of the season which has just passed away. .

2nd. Tt cannot be denied that the want of a sufficient number of Moorings
for ships has greatly increased the number of the accidents referred to; bub

" if the ships had been properly prepared to encounter the visks they must

incur in this river, much less damage would, I think, have been sustained
than has actually beon incwred. The principal defects in regard to the
means of sccuring ships in the river which I have noticed, are :—Ist, that the
anchors and cables of most of the ships are not of the weight and strength
required to vesist our fierce’ tides.—2ndly, that the hawse-pipes are neither
sufficient in number, solidity, nor strength of fastening.—3rdly, that the
indlasses are also of i ient strength, Iy breaking or izi
I suggest that the anchors of ships coming to this Port any time between
March and November, should be onc-third heavier than they now are, with
chains in proportion ;. that instead of one hawse-pipe, there should be two
on each side the stem and of great solidity and well bolted down ; and that
for better security under fours there should be 2 stern-pipe on each side
large enough to reeve through it a hower chain. With regard to the wind-
lass, the Officiating First Assistant Muster Attendant, whose great profes-
sional skill and exporience are well known to the Agents, Owners, and Com.
manders of ships résorting to this Port, thus expresses himsel :—
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“Tt would searcely be possible to make a windlass strong enough to resist
the wrenching strain vessels of above 500 tons are exposed to during the
strong tides of the carly part of the S. W. Monsoon, nor the violence of the
{reshes during the rainy season. Of this fact there cannot he any question as
the numerous instances of vessels putting bacle with loss of windlass sufficient-
Iy prove. This is a matter which merits ‘the scrious consideration of ship
owners sending their vesscls to this Port dwring the periods mentioned.

capstans would be much less liable to accident, and ecqually manageable,
particulmly since the increased length of vessels affords completo space on
their quarter decks for a good sweep of the capstan bars. The removal
morcover of the clumsy lumbering windlass would improve the scamen’s
quarters, malcing their accommodation somewhat more comfortable ; but this
-is of course a sccondary consideration.”

8rd. In these views of Captain Hill's I entirely concur, except that T
4rust the comfort of erews will not be deemed a secondary consideration. As
to the mechanical imp of the of a capstan for a windlass,
the superiority of the leverage of the former whenever there is room for
suflicient sweep of the bars is so obvious, that it is matter of surprise to me
that so many large ships should still be fitted with the clunsy windlass.

4th. Tt appears to me that if the ship-owners were duly impressed with
the importance of providing ships coming to this Port with the improved
menns of seeurity above recommended, they would be disposed to attend to
the ions thus i to the id of the Chamber of
« Commerce, and especially if they were supp d by tho powerful
dation of that influential body in whose hands T now leave the matter.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed,)  JAS. SUTHIERLAND.
Officiating Master Altendant.

Orricr,

MasTER ATTENDANT'S
The 5th November, 1850.}

T am disposed to think vessels above 500 tons fitted with riding bitts and.

APPENDIX C.

Tmpressment of Carriage for the Public Service.

BeNGAL CramBER OF COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 5th Junuary, 1857.
W. GREY, Esq.,
Secretary 1o the Government of Bengal.

Sir,~The Committee of the ‘Chamber of Commerce represented to His
Tonor the Licutenant Governor, under date the 26th December 1854, the
hardship and loss to which merchants and traders generally were exposed by
the authorized system of impressing carriage for the public sorvice, and they

bmitted for his consideration some ions, which, if carried out, they
Delieved, would result in the removal of the serious inconveniences then

lained of.  But the C ittee have been di: inted in their expecta-
tion-of the abandonment of the praclice; and they are again compelled to
submit to the Licutenant. Governor their most carnest request for its discon-
tinuance, on account of the magnitude of the evil it involves.

They have reccived from several of the most influential houses in Caleutta
a representation regarding the very greab inconvenience and actual loss to
which for the last several days they have been subjected by the sudden stop-
page of theix business in consequence of the forcible seizure by Government of
the ordinary moans of transport of produce from the suburbs'to the City. A
copy of that representation is annexed for the information of His Honor.

The Committce arc aware that the Licutenant Governor has publicly
notified his disapproval and prohibition of the imp of hackeries for
purposes other than those permitted by law, and that the Supreme Govern-
ment also desires that it should bo eflectually stopped.

But while this atithoritati ion of the of illegal im-
pressment is Tikely to havo the offcet of deterring partics from frequently
repeating he practice so justly condemned, the Commi 1

submit that the interests of tho trade of Caleutta demand the immedinte
adoption of measures for the alteration of the system by which they havo
c
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Teen sorepeatedly and injuriously affected. It is manifest that even an ordinary
roliof of troops cannot be made in the neighbourhood of the Presidency,
without being accompahied by a sudden and geneval stoppage of almost all
export business.

The Committee fully concur in the opinion of the several parties who
Thave addressed the Chamber on tho subject, that such ordinary movement of
troops in ihe immediato neighbowrhood of Caloutta should not be permitted
to affect tho trafic of the Port. They quite admit tho principle that
Government should possess the power of compelling means of transport in all
- cases of emergency, but they are desirous to urge on the attention of the
Ticutenant Governor that that principle should only be applied to Calcutta
andits vicinity in peculiarly and obviously emergent cases.

T have, &c.y
-(Signed,)  H. W. L WOOD, Secretary.

No. 137.

Trox .
Ty JUNIOR SECRETARY 7o THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
Tyz SECRETARY 1o tie BENGAT CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated Licutenant Governor's Camp,
« Titalecal?” ( Zillah Dinagepore)
The 31st Janary, 1857.

Siz,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter dated the
5th instant, and in reply to observe for the information of
Revene. g6 Chamber that the draft of a new law on tho subject of
carringe required for troops is immediately to be brought before the Legisla-
tivo Council, by which the Licutenant Governor hopes that the cvils of
‘which the Chamber justly complain may be fully rectified.
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
“Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed,) C. T. BUCKLAND,
Junior Secretary to the Govl. of Bengal.

APPENDIX D.

Equalization of Duties, &e.

No. 217.
Frox tas JUNIOR SECRETARY ro mne BOARD or REVENUE.
To rus SEORETARY 7o tir BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Fort William, the 27th February, 1857.

Sin,—With roference to your letter. dated 19th February 1856, and the
previous correspondenco on the same subject, I am
- ‘;::;Z:"EW' directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit for the
' information of the Chamber of Commerce the accom-
panying copy of a lottor No. 73, dated 20th. instant, from tho Sceretary to
the Govornment of Bengal, communicating the
# No. 323, dated Ofhinstant,  orders of tho Supreme Government* relative to the
Tiome Department. I
questions touching the of duties on
British and Foreign Goods, &e., the exemption from duty of certain "articles
producing inconsiderable revenue, and the abolition of Bxport duties, all of *
which it will be scen it is proposed to rofer for the determination of the
Honorable the Courb of Dircctors.
. I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  B. H. LUSHINGTON,
Junior Seerclary.
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. No. 73,
Trox rHE SECRETARY 70 THE GO\TERNMENT or BENGAL,
To mir SECRETARY 10 Tre BOARD or REVENUR.

Dated on Board the « Riotas,”
The 20t% February, 1857,

Siz,—With reference to your predecessor’s letter No. 107, dated the 17th

of March 1856, I am directed to transmit Lerewith, for

Msceliancous Revenue,  the information of tho Board and communication to

the Chamber of Commerce, a copy of tho orders of the

Government of India, Home Department, No, 328, dated 6th February 1857,

from which it will be seen that the questions raised as to the cequalization of

dutics on British and Forcign Goods, &e., the exemption from duty of

certain articles producing inconsiderablo revenue, and the abolition of

Export duties, will be referred by the Supreme Government for the detor.
mination of the Honorable tho Court of Directors.

I have, &e.,

(Signed)  A.R. YOUNG,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 323,
+ Tnox R. B, CHAPMAN, Esq.,
Qffy. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India,
To A. B. YOUNG, Tisq.,
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal,

Dated the 6th February, 1857,

S12,~T am directed to acknowledge tho receipt of Mr. Grey's lotter No.
605, dated the 20th ‘November 1856, with enclosures,
g‘r’;::rxf:pl'l{:;:{:{(’l'(‘:: and in reply to.xm‘le, that tho questions thercin raised
a3 to tho equalization of dutics on British and Torcign

ix

Goods, the exemption from duty of all articles producing inconsitlembl'e
revenue, and the abolition of Export dutics, will be referred for the determi-
nation of the Honorable the Court of Directors, who have the whole subject
of Customs’ dutics at present under their consideration. .

I have, &e.,

(Signed)  R.B. CHAPMAN,
Offy. Under-Secy. to.the Govt. of Tndia.

(Truc Copy.)

(Signed) A R. YOUNG,
Seey. to the Govt. of Bonga.

BoArDp oF REVENUE,
Tory WiLnias, }
The 27th February, 1857,
(True Copics.)

(Signed) ~ E. H. LUSHINGTON,
Tunior Seoretary.




Revision of Tariff.

No. 135. .
T'nox
Tz OFFG. JUNIOR SECRETARY ro tE BOARD or REVENUEY

Turs SECRETARY ro ax BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Teort William, the 2nd February, 1857,

Sm,—As'tl\e Tariff of Tmports and Bxports has now been fwo years in

operation, the Board request to be informed whether the

Cusrons, Chamber of Commerce consider it necessary that there

W. Dampiery B+ g, :010 e  revision of the rates, and if so,, thoy would

e glad to be favored with 2 list of those'articles the values of which, with
ent market prices, the Chamber might desire to alter.

1 have the honor to be,

reference to prese

Sir, ~
“Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  C. S. BELLL
Qffy.. Junior Secrelary.

Bryain CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 10th Tebruary, 1857.
C. 8. BELLL Esq.
: Offy. Junior Seerctary o the Board of Revenue.

Str,—Your letter No. 135 of the 2nd instant having been referred by the
Committce of tho Chamber to the gentlemen who were appointed to reviso
the Tariff, T am directed to say that'they do mob consider it expedient to
mako any alteration in the Tariff of valuations ; but, if on the expiry of tho
usual term of 3 years any modification should appear necessary gmd can be
yecommended, they will bo happy to submit it for the consideration of the

Bourd. 1 have the honor to be, &e.,

(Signed) M. W. I WOOD, Seeretary.

X1

Ne. 222.
TFrox
Tue JUNIOR SECRETARY ro e BOARD or REVENUE,
To .
Tre COLLECTOR-OF CUSTOMS,
Cirourra.

Tort William, the 28tk February, 1857.

Sin,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 252¢
dated the 24th instant, relative to the revision
—— of the existing “ Table of Fixed Valuations,”
e }E‘qm and to the following ‘ol i
L, Stainforth, in reply. .
2. The last revision of the Tariff, the Board observe, was made in
Tobruary 1855, and tho one previous to that in June 1852, there being o
period of two years and nine months between the two. The Bonrd consider
that three years is a fair-interval to give botween cach revision, and will not
therefore undertalie the revision of the present Table until December next,

Custons.

50 as 1o allow the new Tarifl to come into operation from January 1858.

I have, &e.,
(Signed)  E. H. LUSHINGTON,
Junior Seerctary.
g No. 223.
Copy forwarded to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for information,
with reference to their Sceretary’s letter dated 10th instant.
By order of the Board of Revenue,

(Signed)  E. H. LUSHINGTON,
Junior Seerelary.




APPENDIX E.

State of the Canals.

Brroan Crawmprr oF CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 11th February, 1857.
A. R. YOUXNG, Esq.,
Secretary to the Govl. of Bengal.

Srm,—The attention of the Commiltee of the Chamber of Commerce has
asain been directed to the condition of the Caleutta Canals, and T am desired
1o bring (he subjec to the notico of tho Tonorablo the Licu

Tn Scplember 1853 the Chamber exprossed their satisfaction ab the rsult
of a correspondence between the Government of India and tho Government
of Bengal, and recorded their hope that the improvements and alterations
which had been sanctioned by the Governor Genoral in Council would he
completed with as little delay as possible: but notwithstanding Iis Lord-
chip's declaration {hat the proposed measures were necessary, and the means
of carrying them out scemingly good and economieal, the state of the Canal

ication with the Sunderbunds remained such, tha it was in February
1855 made the subject of a strong represontation fo Government from the
Indigo Planters’ Association, who entered fully into the cvils and inconveni-
ences complained of.

The chief remedy sanctioned by the Government of India was tho forma-
tion of a new Canal to commenee at the Toll House at Dhappa and fall into
{he THooghly above Chitpore Bridge and at a short distance from the lock at
the entrince of the old one.  If this plan hiad heen carried out, the Committee
Delieve that the Canal communication would have heen materially improved,

£ not altogether perfected : and hy means of a double Canal the boat traflic

would have been tolerably free from the ohstructions which must necessarily
exist in one insufficient and crowded channel.

But the Committee learn with much surprise and regret that though the
new Canal bas been excavaled from near Dhappa o within a few hundred
yurds of the river, orders hive heen issued for discontinuing the works which
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appeared {o be making favorable progress fowards completion. The Canal
in its prosent stale is therefore utterly useless,

But the Commitlee respeotfully suggest that, though ineapable of heing
used for the purpose and in the manner originally intended, the result of so
much time, labor, and expense should nevertheless be tiwned to some
account, And they are of opinion that this can he done casily and without
any considerable addition to past outlay by completing the junction of the
two Canals at Dhappa and by making a cut from the new into the old Canal
as near its proposcd termination as may be conveniont.

This would prevent the ovércrowding of the latter by giving an outlel into
the river for hoats.that do not require {o remuin in the Canal, and an addi-
tional and clearer channel for those which have discharged their cargoes and
are ready to return.

The Commiltee recommend this as a measure of temporary relicf to the
altogether inadequate means of transit which the single Canal affords for the
cnormous traflic; and they pray the Licut s carly consideration
of their proposal. )

They also direct me to call ITis Honor's attention to the state of the roads
leading to and skirling the Canals, which, bad cnough as they ure in the
present fine season, are literally impassable in the rains. The Committce

recommend that the roads be well metalled, and that the entire distance over
which a large portion of the produce imported inlo Calculla is conslantly
conveyed be kept in good repair.

I have, &e.,

(Signed)  IL. W. 1. WOOD, Seerctary.

No. 1152, :
Tox mire SECKRETARY 1o tie GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

" o mie SECRETARY ro Tz BENGAL CIIAMBER or COMMERCE,

Dated Dajecling, the 20tk March, 1857.

Sm,—X am dirceled to acknowledge the reccipt of your lettor of the 11th
P — ultimo, on the subjeet of the Canal which has been
unac Wonss, -
Pustie, ~ partially excavated between Dhappa and Chitpore and
in which the state of the roads leading to and skirling
the old Canal is also animadverted upon.

n
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9nd. Inregard lo the proposed new Cn?u\, T am desired to B“:lg- :E::’“‘ih;:
work has been discontinued under instructions from the Govm‘:m 1“‘ o
Counel, pending enquiries which have been ordered to bo made \:“ﬁo“ o
{o carrying out another plan for affording increased accommo
{raffic in the existing Canals.

3pd. . The attention of the Chiel TEngincer g
gard o the state of the roads in

will be drawn to the Chamber's

entations in re the neighbourhood of
Tepres

s,
fhe Gunals 1 have the honor o be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) A R YOUNG,

Scerelary to the Government of Bengal-

APPENDIX T.

Storing Cargoes of Salt in bond on the Mutlah.

No. 536.

Trox rne OFFG. SECRETARY o it BOARD or REVENUE,
L. P.
To mg SECY. 1o tur BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

Dated Fort William, the 10tk December, 1856.

Str,—With reforence to the annexed Txtract (para. 5) from a letler from
! Taxo Rpemvon,  the Collector of Customs, dated the 9th instant, T am
i W Dampier, Big. irocted by the Board to request that you will favor them
with the views of the Chumber of Commeree on the proposal mentioned in the
" concluding part of that para,, as it must be some tifho beforo golahs:can be
constructed on lund, nnd thero are serious objéctions to floating golabs,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed)  E. T. TREVOR,
Officiating Seerotary.

atract from aleller from the Officiating Collector of Customs to the OQffci-
ating Junior Seerctary to the Board of Revenue, dated the 9tk December
1856, No. 197.

Pana. 5th.—As regards Salt it will be necessary, T imagine, that such as is
discharged for removal divoot to the' Merchant's golahs should be passed
regularly through the Custom House, us in the case of vessels in the Hooghly,
the receipts for duty heing takoen to the Bonrd to be exchanged for Rowahnahs

|
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to protect the boals in which it is removed. For bonding Salt golahs
should, I think, be provided on land if there be now time to ereet them. I
do not think hoats such as arc used for conveying wood, lined and covered
with mats, would afford sufficient security, and in this opinion I am confirmed
by the Board having in their rules No. 178, dated the 5th March 1853
required that none but covered boats should be employed in conveying Salt
{from the ehip's side to the golahs, and that the hatches of these shall be sealed
with wax and tape. If such precautions be.necessary for the short period
the Salt remains in the boaton its way to the golaly, they would seem @ for-
tiori to be indispensable, if the Salt is to be kept in boats during the wholo
time thatit is bonded : covered cargo boats .would answer the purpose, but
“would be very expensive to the bonder. If open boats are used, it could only
De on the understanding that no wastage will be allowed, but duty levied on
the full quantity weighed over the ship’s side, in accordance with the Board’s
orders, No. 82, dated the 24th January 1854. I think a plan which would
be generally more acceptable than bonding on these conditions would be to
take from the owners of the Salt a deposit to cover the duty on the whole
quantity delivered, allowing them to makoe their own arrangements for storing
it, and X sec no objection to allowing parties the option of doing this in all
cases.
(True Eatract)

(Signed)  E. T. TREVOR,
Officiating Secretary.

Torr WILL1A3,

Boarp orF REvENUE, L. P.,
The 10tk December, 1856.

BexNean CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,

" B. 1. TREVOR, Esa, Calcnftta, 20th .Deccmbcr, 1856.

Officiating Seeretary to the Board of Revenue.

S12,—1I am dirceted to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter No. 536 of
he 10th instant, and to state in reply that the Committee of the Chamber
Taving consulted several of the chief importers of Salt learn that, while some
of them offer no objection to the proposal made by the Collector of Customss
others complain seriously of the hardship of their being called upon to make
a deposit of the entire duty.
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The Committee therefore suggest as thé fairer course that merchants he
allowed to bond Salt in their ovn godowns ‘in the Mutlah, under proper
il ‘of the Revenue autl

I have the honor to, be, &e.

(Signed)  H. W. I WOOD, Secretary.
) No. §80.
Troxt 1z OFFG. JUNIOR SECY. 1o Tz BOARD or REVENUE,

. P,
To as SECY. 7o 15 BENGAT, CHAMBER or COMMERCTE,

Tort Tilliam, the 24tk December, 1856.

Sm,—Wlth reference to your lottor, dated the 20th instant, Tam directed
By the Board of Revenue to state for the information of
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, that it has
been determined to adopt the plan suggested in the con-
cluding para. of your letter, namely, to allow Merchants to bond Salt in their
own godowns, under surveillance of the proper authovities, until Government
golahs can be erected in a commodious part of lots 54 or 50.

Ousroars Axp Sxr,
17, Dampicr, Fag.

I have the honor to be
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  C. 8. BELLT,
Qfficiating Junior Secretary.

No. 11.
TFrox tne OFFG. SECRETARY ro iz BOARD or REX}E'N'UE,
To mue SEdBETARY To T CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Tort Tilliam, the 3rd Janvary, 1857.

Sir,~—T am directed by the Board of Revenue to forward for the informa-
tion of the Chamber of Commerce copy of a letter from
the Sceretary to the Government of Bengal, No. 1903,
dated 26th ultimo, relative to certain suggestions proposed

Cusroxts,
. Dampior, Toq.
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by Messrs, Ram Gopaul Ghose and Co., for facilitating the operations of
parties importing Salt. in the Mutlah, and {o observe. that as the Salé {o be
bonded in the Mutlah is to be weighed, parlies must arrange for their own

choppadars. .
T have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) ~ E. T. TREVOR.
Officiating Seeretury.

No. 1903.
Fno;( e SECRETARY 7o rne GOVERNMENT or BENGAT,
To mur OFFG. SECRETARY ro Tnr B.OA.RD or REVENUE.
Dated Tort William, the 26tk December, 1856.

Str,—1I am directed to forward to you the accompanying copy of a Jetter®
from Baboo Ram Gopaul Ghose, and to request, with
reference to.the 5th and Gth paras, that the Board will
sanclion tho adoption of such mrangements, as may
facilitate as much as possible the operations of parties importing Salt in the
Mutlah.

2. The arrangements which ave suggested by Baboo Ram Gopaul Ghose
do not appear to the Licutenant Governor to be open to any obvious objec-
tions, except in regard to the proposition to Jand and bond the Salt without
weighment, which appears to the Li G to be inadmissibl
Salt when bonded in Caleutta is invariably weighed on its'vemoval from ship
board, and there appears to be no reason why the same courso should not
obtain in that respeet if it is bonded at the Mutlah.

8. If, however, it is supposed that the bonding in the Mutlah, and the
subscquent removal of the Salt to Caleutta is. likely fo entail a greater loss
than usual, there may perhaps be no objection to increase the allowance for
wastage beyond the present authorized rate of 2} per cent.

GruEnAL,
* Dated 17th Dec. 1856,

T have the honor to be, &e.,
(Signed) ~ W. GRRY,
Sceratary to the Governmont of Bengal.
(True Copy.)
(Signed)  T. T. TREVOR,
Officiating Secretary.

Torr Winrray,

Boarp or Revenur,
The 3rd Junuary, 1857.
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Beyoas Oromnn o COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 10k January, 1857
E. T. TREVOR, Esq.,
Officiating Seerctary to the Board of Revenue.

S1z,—By direction of the Committee of "the Chamber of Commcr.cc, T have
{he honor to forward copy of a letter reccived from Messts. Ram Gopaut Ghose
and Co., on the subject of the weighment of Sult on Vessels procceding to the
Mutlah: and T am instructed to express the unanimous recommendation of
tho Committee that the coneession applied for De granted.

T have the honor to be, &e.,

(Signed) I W. I. WOOD, Secretary.

X Caleutla, 9th January, 1857.

H. W. I. WOOD, Ese.,
Seeretary lo the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Sin,—Referring to tho letbers which appeared in yestorday's papers on the
subject of the woighment of salt in tho Mulluh, wo wish to lay before tho
Committeo of the Chamber of Commereo the following remarks, and to
request thom to urgo the Government Lo dispense with the weighment of salt
on bonrd-ship, for some time at least, in the Mutlah.

The object of weighing salt on bonrd-ship provious to its being bonded, is
the protection of the Government rovenue. In Culeutita, the great distance
of tho discharging vessel from the Salt Golabs at Sulkea, togother with the
overcrowded state of the river, affords grent ficilitics for robbery and pilfer-
ing of salf while in transit, so that there is an obvious advantage to Govern-
shent in the plan ab present adopted for weighing on board-ship.

Tn the Muitlah the civeumstances are at present entirely diflerent. Vesscls
with salb now arriving in the Mutlah, will lic as close in shore as they can
with safety, and within a few yards ol the godowns whero the saltisto be
stored. The Government Officers will therofore have the salt in view [romt
tho time of discharge wntil it s safcly stored ; there can be no_crowding of
Doals, or other river craft for some time to come. Tvery ovéning, after the
calt s stored, it would be stwmped, and the godowns properly secured and

guarded.

As 0 check on the wltimate out-turn of the cargo, the Bills of Lading and
Tnvoices might be deposited Defore commencing to discharge the sall.  Wo
hink the precaution of weighing on ship-hord to be unealled for and wnne.
cesanry, for this season at least, in the Mutlah.
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If the weighing were dispensed with, it would not only save considerable
trouble and some expense, but the guin of time to the discharging vesscl
would e deemed a great boon, A large cargo of sult could not be delivered
in less than threo weeks if it were to be weighed on board, but it could 1,¢
discharged in half the time if the todious process of weighing were dispensed
with : {en days’ time of alarge ship with her crew on board is worth £250
or £300 sterling, a saving for which ship-owners would be thankful.

‘We havo shewn the difference of the circumstanees of the new Port on the
Mutlah as compared with Caleutta, and trust that the Committee will be able
to obtain from Government a conecssion of much importance $o ship-owners
and merchants.

Wo are, Sir,
Your obedient Servants,

(Signed)  RAM GOPAUL GHOSE AND CO.

No. 9d4.
Froxt mE OFYG. JUNIOR SECY. ro e BOARD or REVENUE,
To e SECRETARY BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Tort William, the 20tk January, 1857,

Stm,—With reference to your communication dated tho 10th instant, T am
P dirccted by the Board of Revenuo o forward copy of a
pYS—— letter No. 76 dated 15th instant, from {he Secrctary

. Dunpicr, Bsg.  Government of Bengal, from whichit will be scen that the

Licutenant Governor has heen pleased on the recommen-

dation of the Board to dispense with the weighment of Salt imported in the

Moutlah before it is stored in the Golahs. But this relaxation of the rules is o
temporary concession only, and is not to last beyond the present, season.

20d. The Bills of Jading and Tnvoices will always be required to be

deposited before commencing to discharge the salb.

3rd. The maximum wastage will be sebtled according to circumstances,—

the usual allowance will be 2} per ceut,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

A(Signed) €. §. BELLI,
Officiating Junior Secrctary.
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No. 76.

TFrom T SECI(ETAI(‘Y\ 10 THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To rix OFFG. SECRETARY 1o tur BOARD or. REVENUE.

Dated Tort TFilliam, the 15th January, 1857.

Stn,—I am directed to acknowledgo tho roccipt of your lotter No. 46 datod
o 12th instant, with its enclosures, and in roply to inform you

General. 41104 the Licut., Governor assents to tho recommendation of tho
Bod, that merchants should be allowed to storo imported Salt in tho
Mautlah without weigh but it will bo understood that this relaxation of

* the rules s a temporary concession only, not to continuo boyond the present

soason. Tho Board will doubtless adopt_such mensures, by taking an
agrcoment or othorwise, as shall ensuro’ payment of duby on the full
quantity of salt entered in tho Bill of Lading and Tnvoico, with such
maximum allowance for wastage as may be deemed proper. .
ond. The original enclosure which accompanied your letter is hero-
with returned. L have, o,
(Signed) ~ W. GREY,
Seerotary to the Government of Bengal.
(True Copy.)
(Signed)  E. T. TREVOR,
- Officiating Scorctary.

Torr WirLiang,

Boanp or iln\'nuun,
The 20tk January, 1857.




Mutlah Port Dues and Pilotage.

Frox tae SECRETARY o tue GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL,
To rue PRESIDENT or rox BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Calentta, 26tk December 1856."

“The Lieutenant Governor has directed me to send you this letter from *

‘the Superintendent of Marine regarding the rates of Pilotage chargo arid the
Port dues to be levied in the Mutlah, and to ask you to be good enough,
after such communication with the Committee of the Chamber of Commerco

a5 you may think proper, to favor him with an opinion on the proposed xates.

They seem to the Licutenant Governor to be moderate and reasonable.”

" No. 7224.

To rae HONORABLE T. J. HALLIDAY, Ese.,
ZLicutenant Governor of Bengal.

HoxorABLE Sir,—With referenco to Mr. Seccretary Grey's letter No.
1789 of the 9th instant, with enclosure, I have the honor to submit for your
Tonor’s consi ion and orders a which has been prepared in
communication with the Officiating Master Attendant, of the various charges
for pilotage and port dues which I consider it expedicnt to levy in the
Mutlah.

2. The Officiating Master Attendant recommended a Light duty of one
anna per ton, and Buoy dues at the rate of half an anna per ton, but T am of
opinion that a rate of one anna per ton at least should be levied to cover the
expenses incurred in buoying and lecping up the buoyage of the river.

8. The port dues in this river are notoriously low, and insuflicent to meet,
n diture ; a buoyage of three-fourths of an anna per ton in the Hooghly,
hen ab Madras o ship pags three annas per ton for the Light alone, is
manifestly on too low a scale, and I beg torecommend that, to commence

with, the port dues in the Mautlah should be at the rate of two annas per ton,
as per statement submitted.

.-
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Point, and that in the Eastern Channel.

I have the honor to be,
Honorable Sir,

(Signed)

Marine Suppr's OFFICE,

Tonr Wrrsran, }
T'he 18th Deceniber, 1856.

4. Although there is to be but one Light ship at tho entrance to the
" Mutlah, yet ships bound for it will have the benefit of the Light at I‘alae

Your most obedient and humble servant,

D. ROBERTSON,
ol Qfficiating Superintendent of Marine.
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Memo. of Proposed ®harges for the Mutlah River. . } . Trox tue PRESIDENT or iz BENGAL-CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

: . . To e SECRETARY 10 1z GOVERNMENT or BENGAL.
The Pilotage to be divided in three—jfor three different Stations on the .

River, and charged as follows, ) : . Caleutta, 10t January, 1857.
* Your note to me of the-26ih, with its enclosures, has been submitted to
INWARD PILOTAGE CIATGES. OurwaRD PiLorAGE Ciiangns. tho Commiiteo of the Chamber of Commerce, and they have consulted
i ants i in th tlah trade wpon the ;
=3 Intermediato or broken ] Tntermediate or broken o soveral of the leading merchants interested in the Mutlah trade wpon !
=f i ] Pilotogo. subject. . . '
Bs ez t 55z e | Tn general it is considered that the proposed sealo of Pilotage and Port -4
ES 22 - . B .
83 | §2 2 |zE3 | ¢f4 dnes is not unreasonablo, provided it bo looked upon 15 purcly cxperimental, !
. £% . £ g3 . L. N . . ;
L EZs g H %i’g 285, and open to revision on due cause being shewn. But I beg you will submit i
ki N 2 g 25 s | g . . y o N . . i
g o|Es |siE £ g8 [E5s) 138 for tho L Gororor's tho following poiats which have ‘ :
5 1ELsl 8%z 5 | ZE (E7°5) P2z been strongly urged by some of those consulted.
% |osg| gxt 1 % | =2 |53E2| g3ii Ist.—That any sealo of charges on ships in the Mutlsh should be prospeo- :
B | faR | & EOLEE AR tive after duo public notice has been given, and should not affect the vesscls i
AN 2 i > L which may arrive thero during the present season.
nder - : Under 8 " The to first ploncers (the Awmelia and Augusta Kayfman) paid no charges
e B R LU AR N N APY IR i i Lug auffina g j
seal a0 i s 4l 20 8| ool w0 |13 5 4| 20108 whatever, and it would be only fair to ship owners ab a distanco to let them !
9to 10 50 |18 5 4] 8610 8 to 10 60 |20 0 0 40 0 0 have timely notice of the new rates to which they are to be subjected from a i
o1t} 65 |2010 8| 48 5 4 toll| 70 |28 5 4| 4610 8 ivon d . |
1lto 12 75 12 00 gg .| g to 13 ‘x;g 26 10 g- gs g 3 givon date. ]
12t0 18| 85 |28 5 4 to 1 90 |30 0 0 — ;i i . :
Bon lut; 3 5 4] 6610 8 |13 ta 1| 103 |y o 0 00 0 . . 2nd.—That Pnlo(rllge on the river Mutlah be flu'own open altogother, leav- |
Idto15] 115 |88 5 4| 7610 8 w13 120 [40 0 0 80 0 0 ing Merchants and’ Commanders to select their own Pilots and pay them on : |
Bod| mm oo @ el wom g s fhcir own terms.  The recent commencement of the licensing syatamof Bilocs |
17to 18| 185 6110 8128 5 4 to 18] 210 170 0 0| 140 0 0 in the Hooghly may, I suppose, be tali how the willi f - |
It 19| 20 700 0130 0 0 to 19| 255 |78 5 4| 15610 8§ . n S A, - SPPO on to show the wi nguess of Govern.
19to 20 2. 80 0 01160 0 0 to 204 270 |90°0 0| 180 0 0 ment to do away gradually with the exclusiveness of that service, and the
%‘l’:g gé o F 1 H 13 g",g iﬁg 9 e 08 new river, of so much shorter length and greater case of navigation, would
22to 23| 820 106 10 § |23 5 4 o231 350 (11610 8] 233 5 4 seem to offer an exccllent op ity for the extension of this whol Free
20to24| 830 12610 8288 5 4 [2Bto21| 885 |18 5 4| 2610 8 m .
rade principle.

3rd.—That although the proposed Port ducs, one-third less than those of
the Hooghly, may appear very moderate in the contrnst which Captain
Robertson malkes with those levied at Madras, they are far from being so_if
reference be had to the very small number of lights and buoys which will
be required for the safe navigation of the Mutlah, and that one Lalf of the i ‘
Caleutta chargo would more than compensate Government for ils outlay. ! \

As I holieve the Licutenant Governor is most anxious to furnish the most

‘ . liberal help to tho rise and prosperity of the new Port, T trust on bohalf of

the Merchants that theso two leading suggestions may bo adopted, viz. the

. declaring Piloling in the Mutlah to be an open service, ond the fixing its port

N . dues at one half of those now levied in the Hooghly.”

Vessels taking Steam will be entitled to onc-fourth deduction of Pilotago,
Light dues’one anna per Ton,
Buoy dues onc anna per ditto.
Uso of Row Boat Rs. 13 per day.

Blarine Sugerintendent’s Office,
The 18th December, 1856,

Fort WirLtan, }




New Town of~Mutls,h. and the terms on which -allotments
of land will be assigned to Applicants.

No. 909.
Troxt roe SECRETARY 10 me GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To 1rr SECRETARY 7o mrn CHAMBER OF COMMERCE..
Dated Dajeeling, tho 1st April, 1857.

General. - S1r,—I am directed to for-
*From Superintendent of tho Town and Port of Mutlab,  ward for the information of
e dated 4th idem- ity {he Chamber of Commerce
i i . 4014, date em- wi ¢
O Somaren, e N the correspondence noted in

to_ Government of Indin, P. 1. Depart- in % relative to the
R fnlcg;i,l N, goz, Gated Otk 1dom, the margin,

To Secratary to Government of Indis, Homo Department, new town of Mutlah and
. o 300, duted b o tho terms on which allot-
A AT R R T ™t of Jond will bo nssigned
P STl SR T Do 4o appliants.
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  A. R. YOUNG,
Secy. Lo the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 63.
Yrox rnr SUPERINTENDENT MUTLAH TOWN axp PORT,
‘To e SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL., -
Mutlah, February 3rd, 1857.

Sin,—Referring to your letter No. 114 of 22nd ultimo, directing me to
submit my plan for the arrangements of tho assignments of land in the new
town of Mutlah, and also to consider the conditions on which the assignments
should he made, I have the honor to state that I forwarded the plan and an
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xpl 'y letter to the Superintending Enginecr, 1st Circle, Lower Provinces,
on the 2nd instant; these you will receive from the Chief Engineor, and thoy
will, T hiope, afford you all tho information desived as to the arrangements of
the town, size of tho lots, lands reserved for public purposes, &c. It now
remains for me to offer my opinion as'to the terms on which the assignments
should be made.

IL  Asfaras I can colleet, the object of Government in aiding the port
and town of Mutlal is to reliove the Hooghly and Caleutta, in some degreo,
from its overcrowded trade, and this they wish more for tho convenience’ of
the trade than for the benefit of the Government, Assuming that T am right
in this view, T will consider how it can bio best accomplished, as far as the
disposal of the land is concerned.

L It may b disposed of cither by selling out tho lots for ever to the
bighest bidder, whoover ho may be, as at Rangoon, or letting it on long
leases, say 99 years, for the highest offer by the solvent tenant, or by lotting
it on the same length of lease at such a rate as Government may consider- suf-
ficient to compensate them for all the outlay, that may be necossary “to incur
for clearance of bunds, roads, &, and & small sum in addition as the muclous
of a conservancy fund, :

IV. As to the fiust, selling it out for ever, I do not think it best, becauso it

- will bring speculators into he field, who may buy wp tho most wsoful lots,

merely to obtain possession of them and then malke the most of them, whereas
Government ought to be anxious to got parties who would be really interested
about the trade of the place, to commence worl, and build there as soon as
possible. T doubt very much if tho merchants who really require the land
for bond fide purposes, would bo inclined to enter into competition with the
parties mentioned above. At all events, I have no doubb it would keep many
back who would be willing, and even glad, to havo a irant on what Govern-
ment would cousider reasonablo terms. T am informed that the system did
not succeed well ab Rangoon, though the land brought high prices at first, it
Jcept bclk many who wero anxious enough to visle  littlo thoro, bt who did
not liko such land speculation, and T am told somo of the purchaso moncy still
remains unpaid. Again I think it would be better to have even .o distant;
prospect of tho lands falling into the hands of Government and” being
re-adjustod for the benofit of tho place in a future gencration than to give
up for ever at the very outsct.

V. "I do not sce any valid objection to the sccond plan, that is, “to let it on
alease of 99 years to the highest offer from a solvent tenant.” There would bo
some competition ; Government would, I daro say, receive more money than
they would asl if left to their own decision, but T think thero the advantagoes
would ond,—the more. the merchants paid for the land, the less they
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would belikely to spend on buildings, -and which might give 2 perma-

nency to the place, the lesslikely they would be to assist in carrying out; -

nny future improvements, at lenst they might consider themselves under
Tess obligation to do so, baving made the hardest bargain they
could with them.

VI. The third plan is, I think, best suited to all features of the case, the
lease is long enough to allow the parties to reap the full advantages of any
improvements that may be made. The moderate rent is, I thinl, only” what
the merchant would espect.  If Government acquired the placeat great cost,
and if it were a place that opened up a new field of enterprize to merchants,
as Rangoon, then the Government might naturally expect to be well paid for
it, but as it has ncither of these features, I believe a moderate rent, which the
merchants must consider somewhat of a boon from Government, will best
amswer the intentions which T have supposed to be their object.

VIL Itis difficult to fix on what will be a moderate rent, and at the
same time not be too low. - The only data I could obtain as to the actual value
of land for mercantile purpose on the Mutlahis the agreement of Baboo
Ram Gopaul Ghose for 2 take in Ellengunge. He told me he got 18 beegahs,
on a lease, T think, for ever.

o is to pay, until the first sod of the Railway is tumed 2 Rs. per boegah®

After the firs sod. is turned for the nest 20 years 24 Rs. per beegah.

After the 20 years are expired he is to pay 48 Rs. per beegah: Now here

every thing hinges on the “ first sod of the Railway” being turned, although
the place may become very important by the improvement of the present
water communication, even'if a Railway never be made. I éould not deduct
much data from the. agreement, as to the letting valuc of the land. Now let
us sce what Government could let the land for while fulfilling all the condi-
tions I mentioned above, (the cstimate is not accurate, but it is near the veal
state of the matter) lot us take the quantity now laid down on my plan, it
is-about beegahs, B 3,400
Deduct for roads, squares, tnuks, and nllothc: lmd thatmll not pay rent, 1,400

Quantity of rentable land, v e e em e e e 2,000

- Expenses. TRupees.

Cost of clearing jungle, digging tanks, maling sluice, drains, &e.,'sny 20,000
5 miles of bund road at 15,000 per mile, , 75,000
4 ditto of main street at 10,000 ” * 40,000

7 miles of 2nd Class, ... at 7,000 ” 49,000

- 3ditto of 3rd Class, ... at 5,000 » 15,000

Total Expenditure, .. ... 1,99,000

1
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say 2,00,000 of Rs.; that is, if Government do all these works it will cost them
two Lakhs of Rupoes. Five per cent. on this sum would be 10,000 per
annum or just 5 Rs. per beegal, but it could hardly be expected Government
would sin’; their money at that rate. Six rupees 8 annas per heegal would
pay off principal and interest (at 5 per cent.) in 30 years. Bight rupees per
beegah do the same and leave a surplus of 3,000 Rs. per annum as the
nucleus of an useful fund for improvements, &e., while at the end of 30 years,
if Government wished to devote it to the purpose, there would be a splendid
income, cqual to any requirement that would be kely to arise. I therefore
propose 8 Rs. per beegah - per annum as the average vent, and that
Government should make the road, streets, &e. as required.
VIIL I will now mention the conditions I would impose in as summary
a manner as possible.
1st. The allotments to he made in the order of the date of application, but
with this veserve, that priority of claim is but one consideration, and that a
trade in kind and extent suited to the loc:\].\ty is a second and more important
one, position as to irade being the same or nearly so;—then the emliest
applicant to have the first choice of lots.
2nd, T 'would bind the party taking a lot to spend a sinall sum annually on
buildings or improvements, say for the shipping lots 5,000 Rs. at the end of
5 years, and all the others in proportion (o theiv.rent, say 40 times their gross
annual rent ab the end of 5 years; otherwise their lots to be forfeited.
3rd. T would allow no reletting if the parties want to dispose of the lot,
Government to have the firsh offer, paying only the actual value of the
improvements, but Government not to be bound to take it.
4th. The party should eonform Lo the plan of the Bx-Tngineer as fo tho

xango of his houses and walls bordering on the roads or strets, and to any -

arrangement that may be made for the drainage, cleanliness, and preservation
of the place.

5th. I would charge for the lots on the Mutlah front and the ten maidan
lots 20 Rs. per beegah ; Malleckhall frout, and the sccond and third row of
lots on the Mautlah, and all the residonces between the North main street and
the Byddyadurree 12 Rs. per beegah.  The rest of the lots along Mallee and
the Railway, ahd all places within } mile of the River, Kholl, or Rail, 8 Rs.
All places within § a mile of the River, Rail, or Kholl 6 Rupees. All'places
more than % a mile from the River, Rail or Kholl 4 Rupees.

6th.  The lease to be for 99 yewrs.

IX. T encloso herewith a copy of My. Reilly's registry, as handed over {o
me, with such additions ag I have received up to the date entered. I have
i3

i
i
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ived cthers of a later date, but am unable to forward them mth my

lester.

t my knowledge of the locality is not more extended ; T would

ventured to offer an opinion at all, but that T was directed to
Ihave, &e.,

(Signed) HUGH LEONARD, C. E.,
Superintendent
Autlal Town and Port,

No. 4614.
CRETARY 10 1HE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

(Pusric Works DErarryust,)
Fort William, 4tk February, 1857.
the honor to submit herewith the accompanying memoran-
3707, dated 3rd instant, from the Superintending Engineer
ther with a letter No. 41 of 31st ultimo, from Mr. I1. Leonard,
cer of the Dutlah Port, and a plan of a portion of the pro-

v agree with the remarks of the Superintending Engincer
zdd that foresight should arrange for space that sooner or later
for docks. I would propose that the ground be lnid out
vely to a wet basin, from which dry docks should radiate.

2Ir. Leopard has now more work than he can do without an
=t, T lzre, in anticipation of the sanction of Government, dirccted Mr.
15 place himeelf under Mr. Leonard’s orders with a view to his -
s supervisor as recommended in my letter No. 4303 of 14th

4. The return of the original d herewith fc ded is d
when 1o longer required, as no copics have been kept in my offico.

I have, &e.,

(Signed) - I. GOODWYN, Colonel.
Chief Engineer Lower Provinces.
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MR No. 3707.
3rd February, 1857,

The Officiating Superintending Engineer has not had time -to visit the
Mutlah, and to examine lots 54 and 50, and the survey which accompanies
this paper is avowedly rough, and only of part, and therefore imperfoct with
reference to forming any opinion on the site chosen.

“With respect to proposed disposition of 1ots as'shown by the rough survey,
to position of tanks, to general direction of streets, and to spaces reserved,
and kept clear, no opinion given in ignorance of site would be worth anything.

Merely judging from the rough survey before the Officiating. Superin-
tending Bngineer he would observe,—

1. That it would be better to bave mo first clllss residence lots on the
narrow tongue kept for reereation ground.

2. That the road marked by tho Oficiating Superintending Dmneu— X,
. X. should be wider, for it will ly-be a well q

3. That the road in rear of the first class shipping merchant’s lots, and
lying hetween these lots and those of the Buropean traders and shop-keepers
should likewise be of full breadth,—and that breadth should not be obtained

by any reduction of the depth (360 fect) of the first class shipping lots. If
tho trade of the Mutlah and the frequentation of the Port at all correspond
with anticipation, a narrow roadway in the position in question will often be
choalked and would prove inconvenient. )

4. No places are marked for bazars; the position of the markets should
not he left to chance ; but foresight and care be given to this subject. It
affects not only the permanent fesidents, but the shipping in harbour, to
whom facilities on the score of fresh provision is always an object.

5. Foresight should also select and keep clear a favorable site for o
scaman’s hospital, and a scaman’s home.

6. The trinigular spaces in rear of Turopean trader’s lots should bo
reserved, and kept clear as alfording spaces for stands for public vehicles, &e.

7. 200 fect from the edge of the sloped banlk, appears enough to kecp, if
it be clearly laid down that drainage of lots facing river and nullah fronts is
not {0 encroach on this space, reserved for rond and public purposes.

(Signed) . M. DURAND, Licut.-Col.
Offig. Supy. Engr. 1st Cirele L. P.
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No, 41. -

Trox e EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, Murnan Port,

To rux SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
1st Cirele Lower Provinces.
Dutlak, Jan. 31st, 1857.

* Smm,—T beg to send herewith asurvey of part of lot 54.  Tho site of the
proposed new Town of Mutlah, on which I havo Jaid -down a design for the
arrangements of that part of the Town, T have now the honor to submit it for
your approval.

TI. I first beg to apologize for not sending it in a moro complolo

_ mamner. It is searecly necessary to say thab I was mos ansions to

accompany the present survoy with an outline survey of tho wholo lot;
so that iho cffects of carrying out tho present design should be seen on the
whole, but I have no such survey, no survey of any kind -which could be of
real use for the purpose, nor was it possible for me to make ono: I send a
racing from the best T have, but it is of little value. T have also to apologize
for not sending in o faiv and neatly got up copy of my plan, bul Government
were so pressing about it, and the demands of the applicants for land so
urgent, I thought it best to submit my wor]ung plan without further delay ;
Thave had to make the survey and prepaie the plan while attending to a
great deal of other busmcss, 50 I beg the roughness will be overlooked. It is
aceurate.

III. The approval now solicited is not for any works of any kind, but,
simply as to the ground plan, to enable. Government to assign lols to ihe
parties who have already applied for them, nor is the sanetion now necessary,
(i it is thought desirable to withheld it, pending amorc cxtended survey)
to any thing North of the space kept for a Railway, and West of the Ist main
Tine of the streot. The parknow urgéntly required is that under the *1st
olass shipping allotments” The rows in vear of thoso and the lots along
Mallee Khall, no matier how the survey to ithe West may turn out, it
cannot effect these. T have given the matter a good denl of consideration,
and I believe the 7ange of the streets is in the best line, that is the line which
can be produced furthest straight and thus avoid a repetition of the numerous
triangles and bends that appear to me unavoidable on the Mutlah front, whether
the streets ave {he proper width and the best distance apart, whether the Jots
aro too large or too small, whetler there are tanks enough of the proper mc,
T hiope you can now decido. -

IV. Tromaline, far cnough back to allow,a good flat slope to the hank

and a good range of riyer edge, T have fullen back 120 fect to the edge of the

proposed rond, there lnid off'n rond 80 feet wide, and close on the voud the
lots. I submilted the question as to the best distance between the houses and
tho river for your opinion in my No. 34 of 2nd instant, but have not yet been
favored with a reply ; however, if any other width he decided on it will not
alfer the plan, further than to inereaso or diminish the distance from the edge,
it ean bo figwred on the plan and tho work Inid out aceording to the figuring 5
Dbut T hope no alteration will e required. Thave considered {he question
enrefully, examined Caleulta, asked the advico of several business men, and
I believe all things considered, it is about the proper width, eertainly not too
Iittle.

V. Conimeieing at Malleo Khall, I have roserved a front of 1,000 feet and
aside along the Xhall of 1,500 feet, for & Custom House and Marine Offices.
This T believe is about three times the quantily under the present Custom
Iouse, I have no doubt it will he suflicient for all future want for a Custom

* Housé; and for many years for both departments. But if Government com-

meneed operation on lot 50, a eortier should o kept for the Marine Offices
opposito the Custom House, with a bridgo over Mallee Khall, it would bo o
ted thus by the Mutluh

nice and i It was
Commiiltee.

VI North of the Custom House Ircscr\'cd afront of 900 feet for the
Railway, tho widih inercases to 1,200 feet, a short distance inland. I hada
conversation with Mr. Longridge, the Railwny Xngincer, on the subject, ho
wished 1,200 feeb front, cither to be kept for him now or to belet on reasonable
torms. - If they have 900 feet front with 1,200 foct inside, and this for any
distanco they may dosire, it s dificult to coneoive a stato of prosperily that
will require more, and as frontage where ships can lay is scarce, it should not
be uselessly kept idle. The Tast India Railway has a front of 1,000 feet with
only 1,200 feeb depth.  Mr: Tongidge also mentioned that they would like to
have some distauco resorved for them along * Mallee Klall,” West, of tho
Gustom House ground, in case wot docks should ever be added to their present
project : he said he would write to me on the subject, but up to this date
hasnot done so. Lhave reserved no ground on the Mallee Khall, bu if
Govarnment think it necessary to do so they can let it on reasonable terms.

VIL North of the Railway site the shipping Merchants’ lots commence
and extond as fir North Tust as ships can lay alongside, the lots have 240 fecl,
front and 360 feet deep, contain 6 beegahs and have o front and rear traflic
line. Tintended to lay out thoselols at 10 beegahs cach, but after careful en-
quiry and consideration T find they aro Jargor thn any in Calentin and
large enough for o very extensive trade. T am tore in doubt whether 240
fecl. front is not oo much_for each lot. The depth 360 foot will, T hope, givo
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ample storage room, a wani that is very much complained of by the best
louses in Caleuita. The lots rear of those contain 5 beegahs each, which is
amply large for all genéral traders.

_VIIL The lots along Mallee Khall are the next valuable, they have a
front of 200 feet and a-depth of 350, here I may as well say what “Mallee
Khall” is, it is a straight handsome branch of the Muilah for a mile at
least—it is 150 feetwide at high water with full depth of water for the largest
country boats at all times of the tide ; the banks are soft but well sloped; it
has quite an artificial appearance. It is the Southern boundary of lot 54,
and in connexion with Taldee Khall, is a passage for country-boats from the
Biddyadwree to the Mutlah, without sounding Amjorah point; boats can
only pass at high water ; to make it navigable at all times some improvement
is required, the bank of this khall is the best site for river traders, as their
Thoats can lay there in safety when they could not do so on the Mutlah front.

IX I donot think any of the other- arrangements require remarks, the*
plan will explain them, the main strcets ave designed to be 100 fect wide and
half a mile apart, in both directions forming a series of squares of half mile
sides. The intermediate streets are ¢ mile apart and 70 fect wide. Those
widths are large, but I think not too much so, considering the locality, hulky
nature of the probable traflie, &e. I will only add that when one is designing
a town {hey cannot help thinking it will be inhabited, and if inhabited, that
people will require air and exercise as they would in any other place ; thereforo,
1 have kept the most open piece of grownd free enough for that purpose, the
North Tast point is peculiarly situated, it is open on three sides and well
raised. I have placed a few lots in the centre which I think could not in-
jure it for recreation purposes, and will rather improve the appearance.
The residence sites generally I have kept on the Biddyadwree being tho
most airy and convenicnt to the river.

X.+ Ibeg you will kindly give me your opinion as early as convenients
and forward the plans, &c., to the proper quatter as soon as possible,

1 have the honor to be, &e,

(Signed,)  HUGH LEONARD, C. L.,
accutive Tngineer, Mutlah. .

— o
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No. 262.
Trox ';'mz SECRETARY 7o THE GOVERNMENT or B]'ZNGAL,
To rue SECRETARY o 1tz GOVERNMENT or INDIA, )
Pupric Works DEPARTMENT.
Dated Fort William, 6th February, 1857.

Str—T am dirocted to forward herewith a letter from the Chicf Engincer
possic Wosss,  No 4614, dated the 4th instant, giving cover to a report
Dublio. from Mr. Exccutive Engincer Leonard, in which he
submits for consideration a plan of a portion of the proposed new Town on
the Mutlah. E

9. The Licutenant Governor approves generally of the plan upon which
M. Teonard recommends that the Town should be laid out. The direction of
the strects is apparently the most advantageous that could bo adopted. Tho
width proposed is suflicient and appropriate, with the exception perhaps of
those noticed by the Superintending Engineer which it would be better to
include among the first class roads, 100 feet in width.

3. The spaco reserved on the bank of the river for a bunded road and
public landing places has been fixed at 200 feet after carcful enquiry and
consultation with persons qualified to judge and intercsted in the decision,
and is believed to be that which will be found most convenient for trade.

4.~ The sites selected for the Custom House and Railway Station are those
recommended by the Mutlah Committce, and are well suited for those pur-
poscs and ample in extent. On the former there is room for Salt golahs as
well as a Custom House, and, as it is anticipated that Mutlah will become
a considerable depdt for imported salt, provision must be made for storing
that article, of whichlarge quantities are sometimes bonded. The best position
{or offices connceted with the Marine Department will probably be the corner
of lot 50, on the opposite side of the Mallee Khall, as was suggested by the
Committee and is recommended by Mr. Leonard.

5. It has been suggested to Mr. Leonard by a gentleman conneeted with
a Company in England who have projected a Railway to the Mutlah, that
land should be- reserved to the West of the Custom House site for the
formation hereafter of wot docks. Colonel Goodwyn supports this recom-
mendation and proposes further that space for dry docks radiating from the
wet basin should-also be secured. It is not necessary at present to consider
whether or how soon such projects as these will be carried out, but if it
should Do thought probable that works of this kind will Lereafter be under-
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falken, the contingency can be sufficiently provided for by letling the land in
the locality referred to'on short leases an
for these purposes.

6. The part of the plan which présses for immediate decision,
provides, for the dation of M ile Tistabli
fiontage of the Mutlah and on the banlk of the Mallee Khall.
applications havo heon roceived and rogistered for allotments,
situations, and it is of very great importance both to the merch
and to the caily development of tho town,
before the present working season is over.,
the eatly consideration and orders: of the
General in Council on this point,

7. Tt s proposed by Mr. Leonard to divide th

of the Ruilway. Station, as far up as the deep water extends, into 21 lots - each
240 feet wide by 360 fect dee;

» and containing six beegahs, He CXpresses-a
doubs himself whether 240 feot of frontage is not too much. The Lieutenant
Governor is of opinion that it is 50, and that 200 feot would be sullicient by
which five more establisk could be dated in this most desirable
, he might be allowed
the rear of that assigned to hiw in the
erhis purpose nearly as well,

d subject to resumption. if required

is that which
nts on the yiver

A great many
of land in these
ants themselves
that assignments should he made
T am directed thorefore to_solicit

Right Honorable the Governor

situation. " If additional space were required by any or
the option of taking a second lot to
front rov, swhich would answi

8. Tt is probable, as wi
Khall lots will be much in request for grain golahs, A good deal of spaceis .
Tequisite for these, and the allotments, 200 feot by 350 feet, aro not too large
for such purposes. . .

9. The Licutenant Governor eonours
in thinking that the piece of land-at the North Tast corner should not be
built upon, for the present at all events, but be ‘kept open- as g place of
recreation. It is also a good suggestion of Colonel Durand’s that sites should
be fixed for a Bazar, a Hospital, and a Seaman’s Home. For tho bazaar the
block marked A in red ink wowld be n good position, -the corner B oing
reserved for a Sailor's Home, and. the next,cornor C for g Hospital, :

s with the Superintending Engineer-

Ihave, &e.,

(Signed) AR, YOUNG,
Secretary to the Goot. of Bongal.

—_—

e river frontage to the north

as observed by'the Committee, that the Mallee
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L No. 206.
TFrox mur SECRETARY ro tun GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
o 1z SEORETARY 1o 11c GOVERNMENT op INDIA,
o ' Hoxr DEpARTMENT,
* Dated Fort William, the 7th February, 1857,

Smm,—I am divected to forward, lerewith, a copy of a letter* from the
: Superintendent of the Port and Town of Mutlah,
o 53, dotes 23 pypuny 1667, Which o statos tho terms on which e would

recommend that assignments should be made to
applicants for lands in that locality.

2. The Tieutenant Governor is desivous, before issuing any ordors in this
matter, to ascertain the views of the Right Ton'ble tho" Governor General in
Councl us to tho principle on which theso assiguments should be made, and
a8 it is of importanco that the allotments should be assigned before the close
of the prosent working season, which is rapidly passing away, T am fo request
that you will biing the subject under the consideration of His Lordship in
Council as onrly as possible. - .

3. Mr. Leonard notices three modes of disposing of the lands, 1st, by
sale, 2nd, on leases of 99 yoars to bo put up to salo to the highest bidder B
and 8rd, on similar leases at fixed rate. ’ :

4. Mr. Leonard himself gives the proference.to the last of theso plans,
and the Lieutenant Governor is also of opinion that as a gencral rule-
the choice of Jots should be given to applicants in the order in which their
applications were received, at ratos fixed with referenco to the position of the
lots. Ttmay happen howevor that particular lots may be especially desivable
and more than ordinarily run after, and when this is the ease, His Honor
secs 1o objection to putting such lots up to auction. The lenses, hethinlks,
should be limited to 60 instead of 99 years, and at the end of that period the

- lands should revert to Government.

5. Mr. Leonard has been wnable to procure any very full information in
regard to the terms upon which lands have been let on the opposite side of
the river at Ellengunge. Tl arrangement which Baboo TRamgopaul Ghose
has made.is one which does not afford any means of estimating the present
actual value of the land. Tt appears, however, to the Licutenant Governor
that the principle on which Mr. Leonaid proposes to assess the rents is a
fair one, and that the results at which he has arrived may be accepted as
exhibiting a. vensonable scale of .rates which will bemr Lowever some

[
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enhancement. To parties redlly desirous to occupy the lands for trading
purposes, it is nob o matter of much. consideration whether thoy pay a few

upees more or 16ss per beegali for tho ground on which their premises aro -

built.  Very low rents would only be an inducement to speculators to talke
the lands, and these it is not desirable to encourago.

6. Inregard to conditions which it will be advisablo to iniroduce into the
Ieases, it might well, the Li G {hinks, be stipulated that if
the allotment is not turned to the use for which it was nsmgned within five
years it will be resumable.

7. The Licutenant Governor would propose also to vest the Snpormwn-
dent with discretion to reject any applications made by parties for lots set
apart for particular classes to which tho applicants do not belong, as for
instance, a location .among the 1st class mereantile allotments should be
refused to any one not d with any firm ;—n first-cl

residence lot to o Bazar Dealer and the like.

As. the Right Hon'ble the Governor Generalin Couneil may desire in

rom Chief Engincer, L. congidering this question to consult tho plan
d 3 , .
e 4""'0;.",,-‘? o ad """y 1857’ and explanatory lotter* referrcd to in the 1st

parn: of Mr. Leonnrds present communication, I am dirccted to forward
copies of these documents.
T have, &,
(Signed) ~ A. R. YOUNG,
Seorelary to the Government of Bengal,

No. 1142. .

Trox Lirvr.-Cor, W. E. BAKER,
Seerctary to the Government of Tadia,
To A. R. YOUNG, Esq., X
Secrelary to the Government of Bengal.

Dated the 9th March, 1857.

Sim,—The proposals contained in your letter, No. 262, dated the Gth
Postao Wonss Dars, ‘i[:ebmnry Inst, regarding the new town on the Mutlah
Publo, 'aving been laid beforo the Right Hon'ble the Gover-
nor General in Council, I am dirccted to convey to you
the gcnornl approval of the Governmont ‘of Indin of the plan submitted.
N

=T
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.2, The disposition " of the streets, &c., indicated in Mr. Leonard's plan
may be adopted, subject however to the modifieations suggested by Leute-
nant Colonel Durand.

3. Tho tongue of land which is represented in the plan as partly occupied
Dy sites for residences, partly by an open space for recreation, should, in the
opinion of tho Governor General in Council, be éntirely -devoted to tho
latter purpose as is recommended by Licutenant Colonel Durand.

4. The land seb aside for a Railway Terminus should not be allowed to
extend across the Strand road. Rails might be lnid across the street to the
jetties or wharfs on the river, ‘on which waggons might bo drawn by
Lorses, &e., locomotives of course mot heing: permitted. The interruption
to the trafic thus caused, would o very slight, .

5. As to the question of docks, I am desired to observe that the Gover-
nor-Geeneral in Coundil coneurs with the Hon'ble the Licutenant Goyernor

_in thinking that ne orders are at present nocessary.

6. The provision of a burial ‘ground appears to have been overlooked ; o
propor site should be sclected for this purpose.

7. The appropriation of the building lots, regulated as to their dimensions'
according to the proposals contiined in the 7th and 8th paras of your letter
undex reply, and making duo reservation of sites for tho public buildings
which will probably be required, mny at once be proceeded with,

8. The terms on which the assignment of the land should be made, will
be dealt with in the Home Department.

9. The plan which accompanied yolu- letber is returned herowith, o copy
having been kopt.

I have, &c., N
(Signed)  W. E. BAKER, ZLicutonant Coloncl,
. Secretary to the Government of Tndia.-

Councin CoAnDER,
The 9th March, 1857,
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No. 549. -

Frox C. BEADON, Esquire,
Secy. to_the Govt. of India,

To A. R YOUNG, EsQuIRE,
Secretary to the Govm—nmm of Bengal.

. Dated the 20tk March, 1857.

Sm,—I am directed to acknowledge. the xeceipt of your
lettor No. 206, dated the 7th ultimo, and its enclosures
relative to the Port and Town of Mutlah.

2. In regard to tho plan of the Town the views of the Governor General
in Couneil have already been d to you in Li Colonel
" Baker's letter No. 1142, dated tho 9th instant. On this subject it is only
necessary to add in this place that the largest provision should be made for a
maidan or recreation ground, and that no, locations should be given for offices,
ware-houses or residences, and no ground enclosed or appropriated within
amile of the point. In this view the line marked A A in pencil on the plan
submitted with your letter and herewith returned will be the utmost limit to
the Town on its Bastern side.

8.. The site for the burial ground will no doubt be sclected in a North-
" Westerly dircction from the town in the course of the least prevailing wind.

4. With regard to the terms on which the lots are to be given, the Go-
vernor General in Counéil is disposed on the whole to give the proforence to
the plan of fixing the rent of each lot at a fair rate according to its situation
and then selling by public auction a lease of each lot, bearing that rent, for 60
years, The number of lots to be put up should depend upon the present
demand. Those on the Mutlah river frontage and the Mallee Khall should be
first disposed of for offices and warehouses, and those on the maidan for
residences. If the number of applications be large, the lots on the other side

of the first street parallel to the river Mutlah can also be, offered. His
Tordship in Council sees no reason to object to the rates proposed by M.
Leonard.

5. On the termination of the leases the lands will rovert to the Go\'etn—
ment, and it can either then or intermediately be determined, with reference
to fature circumstances, upon what terms the leases may be renewed, and
whether it is advisable to confer upon the occupants a more permanent
tenure. It should certainly be stipulated that the lease of each lot shall ho
resumable after 5 or 10 years, unless it can be shewn that o certain expendi-
ture on building has been incurred upon it; and the lessee of each lot should

Tlonic Department;

xli

also be bound to build regularly in accordance with 4 general design, and not
to use the ground for any purpose differont from that for which it is marked
out in the plan without the written permission of the superinténding autho-
xity of “the town.
I have the honor to bc,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) *C. BEADON,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.

‘Councin CmaMpER,
The 2041 Marel, 1857. }

(True Copies.)
(Signed) A, R. YOUNG,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.




Postal Gommumcatmn between Galouttw and Ellengunge
on the Mutlah,

. v } No. 6609.
Tron I‘HE I’OST MASTER GENERAL or BENGAL,

To rae SECRETARY 7o e BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Caleutta, the 28tk January, 1867.

Siz,—T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
27th instant, and to observe that being impressed: with the necessity of a
postal communication between Calcutta and Ellengunge, T ]:ad prevxously
to the receipt of your letter addressed tho autk
with regard to the road to that place, and on receipt of the requisite informa-
tion no time will be lost in obtaining orders for.the entertainment of a daily

- ‘postal communication between Caleutta and Ellengunge. As soon as the
. ts are ioned by G , a notico will -be issued for the
information of the Public.

T have the honor to be,
Sir, .
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  J. R. B. BENNETT,
Post Master General of Bengal.

Mefeqrologicai Register at the Mutlah,

Buxoan Cmansen or CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 20th January, 1857.

' A R. YOUNG, Esq,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sir,—T am directed to request the favor of a reference to my letter of 25th
October last, and that you will be so good as to add to the localities therein
mentioned the most convenient spot on the river Mutlah for establishing a
rain-guago that the Government may select. .

Tt is important to possess all the meteorological information regarding ihe

“Mautlah that can be' procured ; and if the Government of Bengal will direct

the'Chamber of Commerce to be furnished with all the necessary reports, the
Committee will feel much obliged.
- T havo the honor to be,

8ir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) - H. W. L WOOD, Seorctary.

No. 438.
Frox tnr JUNIOR SECRETARY 1o TE GOVT. o7 BENGAT,

To rie SECRETARY ro mie BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

Cavcurra.

Dated Lioutenant Governor's Camp, * Jilpigoorec”

_ Zillah Rungpore, 25t1 February, 1857.
Sim,—With reference to your application of the 20th
ultimo, for the cstablishment of a Metcorological Register
at the Town of Mutlah, I am directed by the Lieutenant Govornor to forward
for the information of the Chamber the accompany-

. Mr, N

No. 3'0F the 10 owtens. ing copy of a Lotter® addressed to the Superiu-
of D, fom, 2o Ko.04tendont of thé Town aud Port of Mutlah, togethor
- with a copy of that officer’s reply.t

General,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed)  C. T. BUCKLAND.
Junior Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal.
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No. 229.
Frox tae JUNIOR SECRETARY 10 THE GOVT. or BENGAL,
To H. LEONARD, Esquirz,
. Civil Engincer, Mutlah. .
Dated, Licutenant Governor's Camp,

Rungpore, 12th February, 1857,
S1n,—T am directed by the Lieutenant Governor to forward to you the
accompanying copy of o letter® from the Secretary to the
« Duteasomsin,  Bengal Chamber of Commerce in Galeutta, and o vequest
. thabyouwill, if possible, establisha Rain-guage at the new
town at the Mutlah, and keep a record of the meteorological information
" desived by the Chamber.

I have, &c.,

(Signed)  C. T. BUCKLAND;
Junior Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. *

. No. 64.
Troxt me SUPERINTENDENT or TOWN sxp PORT or MUTLAT,
To raE JUNIOR SECRETARY 7o tnE GOVT. or BENGAL. i

Dated Mutlal, 18th February, 1857.

Sim,—T have the honor to'acknowledge tlic receipt of your letfer No. 229,
W1 oo, Seep.to ©F 1he 12th instant, with the enclosurc¥ from the
tho Bengal Chamber of Com:  Chamber of Commerce, and beg to state for the
e WL 30T saformation of His Honor the Licttenuat, Govornar,
_ that before the receipt of your letter I had indented on the Chief ZLngineer
for a Rain-guage, Standard B Tl and’ Vane, with the
View of kecping a careful Meteorological Registry.
“2nd. I shall of course attend to the instructions conveyed in your lotter
under reply. )

I have, &ec.,
- (Signed) - H. LEONARD,
Supdt. of Town and Port of Mutlal.
(True Copies.)
(Signed)  C.T. BUCKLAND,
- Junior Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

APPENDIX G

Petition to Legislative Council.

. . Culeutta, 12tk January, 1857.
To 2z HON'BLE tur LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL or INDIA.

The Humble Petition of the
Bengal Chamber of Commercs,

Surwers,—That the 59th Section, part 3,

- Hon'blo Council intituled * A Bill for the ir

Joint Stock Companies and other Associations

linbility of the members thereof” provides “that tho expression the court,”

asused in the 3rd part of the Act, shall menn the principal Court having

original civil jurisdiction in the place in which the registered offico of the
Company is situate.”

That the winding up or dissolution of
the Mofussil would consequently take place in the district court, and the
numerous infricato questions of law and equity which sometimes arise on such
occasions would be decided by the law hitherto therein administered, instend
of by English precedents in similar cases, as in the Supreme Coiwt,

Your Petitioners having high confidenc:

e in tho decisions of the Supreme
Court and in the professional aid which suitors can there obtain, respectfully

olders in any Insolvent Joint Stool

of the Bill now before your
ncorporation and regulation -of
s, either with or without limited

any such Joint Stock Company in

adequate g
expense from the. Presidoncy.

or bo lied to obtain it at a heavy

hid
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> Majesty" t, )
ay bo entrusted solely 1o or Mujesty’s Supreme Cour', .
o. to Yrovincial Courls; and {hat your Ton'ble Council APPENDIX H.
1 wnder consideration to bo amonded according to the prayer I )

And your Detitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray. | ]
fhe Committeo on behnlf of tho Bongal Chamber of Commorce, Spillage of Bullion. .
(Signed) I W. I. 'WOOD, Scerctary. Al .

: B No. 691 or 1856-57.

Tiox Mason J. H. BELL,
Qffciating Mint Mastor,

To H. W. I. WOOD, Tsq.,
Seerotary to the Chamber of Commeree.

Sz, —T have the honor to bring fo tho notico of tho Chambor of Commorco
ihat it appoars vory desivablo for tho benefit of the importers of Bullion to
altor the systom undor which the spillage is roturned to tho importers.

2nd.—Sinee the soparate establishment for promolting imporlors’ Bullion
Das been formod, particular attention has boen given to tho subject of the
spillage and swoop, and it is found that undor tho systom of sopmrately
o collecting tho portion bolonging to' cach tender and sending the whole ont;

H without examination, not only is thovo much inequality in the waste, but its
: amount s most probably inereased considorably. . ;
8id.—Tho Bullion Clerle nccordingly rocommends o chango of system
deseribed in the annexed oxtract from a roport made by him. The principlo
. ' of the proposed new system is, you will observo, the rocovery and rogistry of
tho spillage by the Promelling Establishmont ab cortain periods, and tho’
crediting of cach importer with the valuo in exact proportion to tho amount;
“of his tondor.- As thoro will b but ono assny corlifiento for many portions
of spillago, it is proposed that tho value of cnch importor's portion shall bo
poid for by a cheque drawn by the Mint Mastor.
. I requost tho favor of your procuring the opinion of tho Bullion importors
i on {ho proposition abovementioned. Should they agreo to its being esla-
i Dlished as o rulo, I proposo with the sanction of tho Mint Committeo to
introduco it upon fxial for o fow months, with the understanding that it will
bo discontinued if found atfended with unforescon difliculty which would
' rendor it unduly burd to tho Premelting D

{
i

S
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* Tho annexed statement prepaved from bond fide tenders will serve as an
examplo of tho mannor in which the spillages will be brought to- account,
and proportionally credited to the importors. .

f

- I havo the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  J. H. BELL,
Officiating Mint Mastor,
Carcorra Mivt,
The 24th February, 1857. }

Lxtract of @ Memorandum from the Bullion Clerk, dated 24th January 1857
o the Qfficiating int Master.

Ix place therefore of the present system, it appears desirable to substitute
an entirely new one, viz., to collect together tho spillage, all the silver that
can be recovered from the ashes, tho sweepings of the room, &o. and the
rejected pots, and melt them at stated periods, say the end of overy fortnight
ormonth, and register the result in the Mint as a spillage from the Promeltin T4
room, and divide the proceeds of the assuy cortificate xateably among the
parties, from whose silver it has been rocovered, thercby laving an uniform
rate of loss on each batch. Tho dross, picces of the pots, &c., &e., after all
the silver has been extracted from them, may be thrown into the xiver in the
same way as they are from tho standard melting room. The amount of
silver melted from May to December last has been Tolas 1,79,71,799.8,
the spillage returned from it Tolas 62,4262, and tho loss Tolas 36,606-2 or
3 annas 3 pie per cent. Under the proposed systom it appears probable that
the loss would not exceed half this.

This. system could only be carried into effect with the sanction of the
Bullion importers, who will have to be distinetly informed thgt all risk would,
as ab present, remain with them, and that whatover the rato of loss may. be,
it will have. to be borne by them, the Mint taking every: precaution, but
being in no way responsible.

Should tho proposed system receive tho sanction of the Mint Master and
importers, it may bo tried #ill the 1st of May next.

xlix

To carry out this experiment it will not bo nedessary to incur any expenso
for apparatus, &e., aud the present” acéommodation in the Bullion Depdt
would bo suffcient, whilo tho fow cxtra hunds, materinls, &o. that will bo
required for recovering tho silver from the ashes and pots, can bo paid for
{rom the proceeds of tho silver recoveréd, on which the charge will probably
be only a trifling per centage.

A statement should be prepared by the Bullion Clok immediately after
ench spillage number has heen registored and assayed, showing the weight of
cach importer’s silver beforo melting, amount registered, differenco between
the two, the loss at the averago rate, and sum recovered or amount in Co.’s
Rs. duo' to each party, alao an account of all oxpenses incurred in rocovering
the silver. - Duplicatos of theso should bo postod up in the Bullion Depét,
and copics may e taken by the parties requiring them.

In ordor not to interfors with tho Mint accounts, the amount of tho assay
certificates should be deposited in the Bauk of Bengal, and cheques payablo
on the day that the assay :certificate is due should be drawn against it in
favor of importers as soon after thie assay of tho spillage is known as possible,

to enablo them to make up their accounts, which could under the proposed
systom Dbe closed as carly and casily as they are under the prescxt system.
It is probabls that importors, particularly tho Banks and Europoan Firms,
would gladly avail thomsclves of the proposed system; as the oxisting ono is
80 very objectionable, and they are obliged to soll their spillago and sweepings
atia great sacrifice to tho bazar dealers. '

(Truo Tistract,) -
J. B. BELL,
" (Signed) - Oficiating Mint Mastor,
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distribution of the same.

Statement of Silver registered from the 5th to 10th Junuary 1857, and of the Spillage recovered and the proport
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J. H. BELL,
Qffciating Bint Master.

(Signed)

2fint Bullion Depbt, the 24th February, 1857,

L

- BexeaL CoaMBER oF CoMMERCE,
. Caleutta, 13tk March 1857,
BELL, o

Masor J. H.
: Qffy. Mint Master.

S1r,—T have the honor to 5clmowlcdgn the receipt of your letter No. 691
of the 24th ultimo, in which you state that it appeirs very desirable for the
Denefit of the importers of Bullion that the system under which spillage is
returned to them should be altered, and that a plan has been recommended
Dby the Bullion Clerk in substitution, upon which you desive to receive the
opinion of importer:

Your letter and its ing . d having been circulated
among the largest importers of Bullion, T am able to state that while a number
of them see 1o objection to a trial of the proposition, many others have talren
an opposite view. * Their disapproval is based chiefly on the unequal results of
the new eystem. They say that the proposed plan, though well adapted for
the importers of low Bullion and foreign coins, would materially prejudice the
interests of the owners of Bullion of higher standard, and therefore object to
both classes being placed on the same footing, suggesting however, as a moro
cquitable plan, that the returns of spillage should be made iz ratio of the
assay value'; and I am' directed, with this expression of the views of both
parties, to refer the matter for your own decision. ‘

T have, &c.,

(Signed)  H. 'W. I WOOD, Seeretary,

No. 777 or 1856-57.

Frox Masor J. H. BELL,
Offy. Mint Master, - -

To iz SECRETARY 10 rne CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

St»,—T have the honor in answer to your letter of the 13th instant, to for-
ward copy of a memo drawn up by the Bullion Clerk on the subject of the
distribution, according to the assay value. of the silver recovered from. the
spillage in melting importers’ Bullion.

As T stated in my letter of the 24th of February, that it was intended to
eredit each importer with the value of the spillago in esact proportion to, the
amount ofhis tender, and as the Bullion Clerk’s tabulat statement showed thit
the amount of the tender would be reduced in each case to its standard valuo




lii -

S by the assay, 1 am undor the jmpression that the importers
ot to my proposition boliove that there is usually a greater loss of
wweliing convae than in molling fine, silver. Other things being
N would cextainly Do th onso, as a portion of the alloy is oxidiced
while every pavtiolo of silvor in proserved and may be recovered; bt
it is found that the loss is usunlly quite as mueh of fine as of cozrse
ver. for the bars are often dirty, mnd thore is u greater probability of scci.
from leakage when they are melted, while it would never pay to recover
2 spilled silver.
1, however, suchis nob tho view of tho importers, hut their wish is simply
1l illage may bo returned in the proportion not of weight but of the
¥ value, T beg to say {hat tho now system strictly provides for that
vdition by reducing every tendor to its standard value, which of course is
higher or lower according to tho nssay of the Bullion.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  J. H. BELL,

QOffy. ALint Master.
Carcrrra MIsT, Uy int Hncter

1
The 27th March, 1857. |

Memo. -

TIn continuation of my memo suggesting 2 new system of disposing of the
spillage from importers’ Bullion, and with reference to the letter from the
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce of date the 13th instant, stating that
many of the importers object to the proposition, “chiefly on the unequal
resnlts of the system,” and that they say that the proposed plan, though well
adapted for the importers of low Bullion and foreign coins, would materially
prejudice the interests of the owners of Bullion of ligher stundard, and
thercfore object to bath classes being placed on the samo footing: suggesting
however as a more equitable plan that the returns of spillage should be
made in ratis of the assay value, I have to state that the objection is founded

on a misapprehension as the returns of spillage under the proposed system

would be made in the ratio of the assay value as will appear from the sub-
Joined Gona fide roturn (marked A.) which was submitted with my last memo

obviated.

liii

and which in statement-B. is applied to the case of three classes of silver of
the value of Rs. 1,00,000 of ciuch class, the loss in all three instances heing
Company’s Rupees 93-12, on the value, while the loss in weight would be
97 tolas,. 10 anuas on the Dollars of the value of 1,00,000, tolas 9215 on the
guilders, and 88-12 on the bar silver of similar value. Should the objection
however refer to the' proposition that the melting loss on inferior silver and’
forcign coins is greater in proportion than that on silver of superior quality,
Ibeg to submit that this is not shown from the past experience of this
department, theadvantage that better silver has in some respects being fully
compensated by other advantages peculiar to silver of lower standard.
Should I e mistaken in this particular I would submit that the advahtages
that appear to me likely to result from the introduction of the new system in
the diminution of the melting loss, and the saving of time and trouble to
imposters in recovering theiv spillage, &e. &., will far more than compensato
for anylittle irregularity of this deseription, whick if it exist, cannot casily be
Signed)  W. P. DAVIS,

Bullion Clerk.
The 25tk Mareh, 1857.

(True Copy.)

(Signed)  J. H. BELL,
Qfficiating Afint Master.
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AVPENDIX I

Jsil Manufactures,

No. 1125.

stery o the Chamber of Commerce,
Deted Fort William, the 8k November, 1856.

aware that an Exhibition of Jail Manufactures is
Hzll. and-that it contains samples of most of the
in the Jails of Bengal and the North-Western
22 rew materials, and the actual value of the labour
> carpets, floor cloths, rugs, towelling, gunny
marked upon the articles exhibited.
0 large a number of prison manufiictures,
real commercial value, their relative and
4 the demand that exists oris likely to aris

lad to know if there are any new and profitable
zze capable of being introduced or developed by

plishing these objeets is by the aid of a Com-
zequainted with those subjects, if they will

hich I venture to believo of some public
1 feel much obliged by your submitting this

Chamber of Commerce at their next Meeting,
2 of the Chamber to render this the first exhibition
f Dritish India practically useful.

1vii

7. Should the Chamber.be pleased to appoint a Committee to examine
and report upon the exhibition, T shall bo happy fo meet the Committee as
often and ns long as they may wiéh, ai the cxhibition, and to afford them
every information in my power regarding the objects to which their enquirics
may be direoted. )
. T have the honor to be,

s,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed)  T. J. MOUAT,
. Tuspector of Jails, L. P.

Beneat Cusiser or CoMyERCE,

Caleutta, 11tk November, 1856,
T. J. MOUAT, Esquire, M. D.,

Tuspeotor of Jails, Lower Provinces.

Sir,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commeree direct me to ackno-
ledge the receipt of your letter No. 1125 of the 8th instant.
The Committee arc of opinion that the measures you have adopted for the
_ ~ development of the practical utility of convict labour
Pt o el 0 ve Tikely to bo attended with highly successful
Commer results, and, in approval of the design which you
havesuggested for the formation of a Committeo to
cxamine and report upon the exhibition of Fail
manufactures now open in Caleutta, they have
invited the gentlemen whoso names are given in the margin, to co-operate
with you in carrying out the objects you have in view: and it will afford
those gentlemen much pleasure in at once entering upon the duties they may-
have to perform.

Csq., Consul
Amoricn,*

. I you will domo the favor of stating when and whero it may be conveniont

toyou to meet them, I will communicate with them as to all necessary

arrangements. .
o I have the honor to be, &o.,

(Signed)  H.'W. I WOOD,

. Seerctary.

* Buboo Ramgopaul Ghoso was subsequently placed on this Committeo;
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LN - Biwdir' Cmawssr’ or CoMERCE,
: Calcutta, 2ad December, 1856.

F. J. MOUAT, Esquirs, M. D.,
) Tnspector of Jails, Lower Provinces.

Str,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have. received from the
Committee appointed to réport on the Exhibition of Jail Manufuctures the
expression of their opinion in a bighly interesting letter, copy of which I have
the honor to transmit for your-information.

They trust that the objects you liad in view in applying for the assistance
of that Committee have been obtained in the manner and to the extent you

desired, and_{hat the suggestions contained in the report will be found -

+ worthy of your attention. Among those suggestions are, two which the Com-
‘mittee of the Chamber desire me to bring to your notice as of chief-and special
interest, viz,, that a general agency be opencd in Caleutta for sale’ of Jail
" manufactures ; and that Gunny Cloth and Bags and any other articles for which
a wholesale demand may exist be disppsed of by pubhc tender for fixed
periods.

They further desire me to congratulate you on the success wlnch has
attended your exertions in connection with tlie late exhibition, and cordm]ly

unite in the with which the C conclude their report.

T have, &c.,

. W. 1. WOOD,
Secretary.

. ' (Signed)

. Caloutta, 26t Noveniber, 1856:
To H. W. 1. WOOD, Esourze, K -
Secretary to the Clamber of Commerce.

S12,—The Committee named to examine the Jail manufactures having
met Dr. Mouat by appointment on the 18th instant, proceedcd to inspect the
sarious articles exhibited, with the view of meeting as far as. 1)ossible the
wishes expressed in his letter to you on the 8th instant.

The Committee were agreeably surprised at the extent and vmxety of the

exhibition, and at the quality and perfection of workmanship which several of |
the articles possessed ; many of the manufactures shown on this occasion are *

of a quality jand price which must ensure them a ready sale, and.as a large
portion of the Public ha hitherto been ignorant that such goods were pro-

+curable from the Jails; the exhibition just closed will no doubt prove extremely ’

ix e e

useful -in_ facilitating their salo in future by Lringing the various productions
to the notice of an extended ciréle of buyers. - So strongly are the Committee
impressed with this view, that they take the liberty of suggesting the' open-
ing of an office or agency. in Calcutta for the sale of Jail manufactures, where
samples from all may be scen by intending purchasers, and orders received.

The low cost marked on many of the articles must render certain a large
and profitable sale which should assist to defray the cost of the establishments.

The Committee have not the means of judgiiig of the saleability or market
value of many of the articles exhibited, such as Paper, Iron and Brass worl,
Dhootees and Sarees designed for native use, Printed Cotton for lining.tents,
Blanlkets and some other articles obviously restricted to the ion of
the country, and which they believe will be generally found most saleable
in the. localities in which they are produced; as respects these the-Jail
authoritics will find the demand wliich exists on the spot for such articles,
#the best guide; though probably the opening of agencies such as suggestod
“for Caloutta at sume of the principal up-country stations might lead to an
extended. sale, particulmly of such an article as paper. In making these
remarks however, the Committee are in some measure in the dark, as much
will depend on ‘the quantity of the article produced, or’which might bo
produced if it was found advantageous to divert more labor to its. manufac-
ture, on which point no information is affor dcchcgmihng any of the specimens
exhibited.

The’ Committee ‘therefore procceded: to notice sucl\ articles as they feel
zore-competent to spealk of.

The first and most important of these is undoubtedly Gunny Cloth nad

“Bags. The labor vequiring so littlo skill that any prisonor oam in  for days
aequire the requisite proficiency, while the sale is nnlimited and the prico

extremely remunerative, the valuo Liere being in nearly every case consider-
ably more than the selling prices mavked on the samples. The miost suitablo
bags as to size and quality-are thoso marked Hooghly No. 1 and Alipore No.
70+ the Arstmensuring 30 inches wide by 36 deep,
second ditlo 28, 35 ;.3 /tho sowing being in both -
instances very good.

* From somo of the other Jails the sample menhoncd in the Cm‘,nlome as a

. bag is not sewn, which is a mistake, the bags should in all cases be prepared
ready for use, as the sewing—upon the quality of which the valuo of the bag *

50’ much-dopends—ean be performed much botter in a Jail under inspection
than By free labor.- The Committeo ave of .opinion that it-would be advan-
tageous were.an uniform size and quality of bag manufactured in the different
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Jails; and suggest as a standard muster as to quality, Alipore No. 70, but
consider the size of Hooghly No. 1 to-be better : the quality of Hooghly No.
1is better than that of Alipore, but boing made of yarn spun by English
‘machinery, of which a supply could not be obtained in other districts, the
Alipore bag can best be imitated. .

_They would further suggest that the'sale be periodically thrown open fo.

public competition, cither adopting the system of allowing the production to
accumulate for a cortain number of months, and then selling off the actual
stock, or by accepting contracts for the whole production of each Jail during
a specified period. N

Tn the opinion of the Committee the better course would be to receive
tenders on the same day, for {he production of all the Jails during the follow-
ing twelve months, samples of all being previously open for the inspection
of intending purchasers. . P

The quantity which each Jail is expected to produce being stated before-
hand. !

By having a simultarieous sale of the whole, more buyers would be attracted
and greater competition produced.

As ted with the facture of Gunny the C Tad pleasure

in noticing a machine on the principle of that used for rope-yarns econtrived

by Mr. Mooney in charge of Khyouk Phyoo Jail, well ealeulated to facilitate
the spinning of the yarn and which might be advantageously”adopted in the
country generally, instead of the present very rude apparatus empl?yed. .

‘An experiment might also be tried of weaving Gunny for bags, with two
warps in- one loom, 80 as to-form a tubular web; thus saving the necessity of
sewing the bags at the sides.

Carpets. This article would find & ready sale Doth for up-country con-
sumption and to a limited extent for exportation. . For cither purpose Indian
designs are preferable to- English patterns; from the different nature of the
fabric the latter cannot be reproduced in this country with the preci‘sion and
detail requisite to display their full effect, and for consumption in Turopo
the original styles of the country would be much more esteemed.

Three large Carpets were exhibited ; in these the pattern consisted of a repe-
tition of parts, as in a common English carpet woven in breadths and sewn
togethor afterwards, the opportunity of making a complete design with a
centre and corners afforded by the- earpet being manufactured in one. pieco
being thus lost.- The borders of lavge carpets should be of darker colors and
broader than in these specimens, so as to throw into higher contrast and
relief tlic more brilliant coloring which should prevail in the middle.

Ixi

Of the small earpets No. 66, Allahabad, was most Indian'in design, but, the

effect, would be better if the colors cmployed were more decided. No. 81, -

Patna; contrasts favorably with all the others in'point of quality of fabric.
There were vavious specimens of carpets with a cotton pile, but which
possess the disadvantage of getbting sooner dirby ; they lowever have the
valuable property of being exempt from the attacks of moths, and may there.
fore in this country be saleable to a nioderate extent. .
. Generally speaking the Committee noticed that the dyes employed were

* deficientin’ brilliancy, being for the most part of mixed tints instcad of ‘pure-

colors, and in this respect find great room for improvement.
Setringecs, Cotton Carpeting, and coloved Table Cloths are articles ywhich
would, in the opinion of the Committee, find a ready sale among residents in

this country 5 as respeots tho two former, the remarks relating to style of pat-"

terns and colors are nearly equally applicable.

The cotton carpeting in rolls intended for stairs and passages would be
more durable if made of fine jute yarnin place of cotton ; goods of this deserip-
tion are manufactured extensively at Dundee from Bengal jute, which, when
properly treated, takes very brilliant colors.

The Commiltee are inclined to thinlk that a considerable sale would be found

- for all these goods if the publichad an opportunity of sclecting from a ready

stock, or giving orders on pattorns,
The prices for Carpets should be quoted per running yard specifying the
width in the case of stair carpeting, and per square yard or square foot in
“tlie-case of rugs or large carpets. .
Touwels, Dusters, Table Cloths, &e.” There can be no doubt that all theso
avticles would sell frecly and to a large extent if the Public had an opportu-

" nity of conveniently inspecting samples and ordering what they required.

In conclusion the 'Committee beg to cxpress their sense of the credit due
to Dr. Mouat for his energy and zeal in getting up the recent exhibition of

Tail manufuctures; which they havo no doubt will fulfl the objects he antici.

pates from it. . -
. ‘We have tho honor to be,
. Sir,
Your most obedient Servants,
(Signed) JAS. CHURCH, Junior.
” E. D. KILBURN. .
" RAMGOPAUL GHOSE.
» JOEN N. BULLEN.
”» D. MACKINLAY.
CHARLES HUFFNAGLE.
4
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. No. 1803,
To H. W. I WOOD, EscvIzE,

Secretary, Cliamber of Comnierce.
Dated Tort William, the 25t Marel, 1857.

- Siz—I owe‘you and the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce my
- many apologies for niot having sooner acknowledged the receipt of your letter

dated the 2nd December 1855, transmitting the report of the Committee on " *

the late Exhibition of Jail Manufactures.
2. T was unable to take up the matter when travelling in the North-Western
Provinces, but havo now done so, and have just submitted my statement of the
results of the ibition to.the G in which is i the
report of the Committee, all of whose valuable suggestions I lave strongly
recommended for adoption.
3. Personally I feel deeply mdcbted to the Committec for the grent interest
which they took in the exhibition, and for their valuable and interesting report.
4. Tt takes a long time to alter any existing plan of proceeding in public
institutions, but I am not without hope that the benefit of the late exhibition,
in placing the subject of prison labour over more systematic footing, will be
felt af an eatly period.
5. I‘or the fecling expressed towards myself by the Committee and your-
solf T am most grateful, and shall fecl much obliged by your kindly convey-
ing this ion of my. i to the Cq and accepting them

yoursclf from,

Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  F.J. MOUAT,
Tnspector of Jails, L. P.

 Ixdil
No. 96. -

H. W. L. WOOD, Esa.,
Secretary Chambér of Commerce,
Cainp Dajecling, btk May, 1857.

Sir,—~I ]nve much plensure in communiciting for the information of the
Chamber of Commerce the ex-

rﬂp,“,‘:‘::‘,,{1‘?5;":,}:‘1:":“%:5":{%;0{;‘{? :’;:;‘5.;,"5”&?‘.3.:‘3 tr;ut noted in the margin,# from
£ it i P S, sy Jolor to my address whi Lus
o vl i sugzsivremarks it thoy v JS"St renclied me from tlio Junior
ecretary to the Government of

. , Bengal, and to state that I have

been directed to icate the ions of the C to the officers
in charge of Jails, with a view to the practical adoption of such of them as
may be suitable to the different manufactures camied on in those institutions.

I have the honor to be.
Sir,
Youwr most obcdwnt Servant,

(Signed) . J. MOUAT,
Tuspector of Jails, L. P.




APPENDIX J. :

Amalgamation of the Cmirts, &e. &c.

To rre RIGHT HONORABLE "J‘HE LORDS SPIRITUAL axp TEM-

PORAL or Tz UNITED KINGDOM or GREAT BRITAIN sxp

IRELAND 1y PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. .

The Humble Petition of the undersigned
Members of the Bengal Chamber of
Commeree,

Suiwrri,—That the purpose of the Institution in the year 1853 of the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, of which the undersigned are Members, was
to provide an’Associatis d of ial

P men of all countries en-
gaged in ihe trade of this Port and Presidency, which should have its centro
of eperation in Caleutta, and be charged with the duty of watching over and
protecting the gencral interests of commeree, and of using all means within
its power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and tho promo-
tion of the common good. And that the said Chamber now contains among
its Members all th leading English, American, Freneh, German, and Greck,
and also some of tho Native mercantile firms of Caleutta. :

That yowr Pelitioners have learnt with considerablo apprehension the
changes which it is proposed to malke in the Constitution of the Courts of this

" Port, by the abolition of the present Supreme and Sudder Courls, and the

substitution of a High Court, to consist of 3 Queen’s and 5 Company's .

Judges, possessed of original juwrisdiction within the town of Calcutta, and an
appellate jurisdiction oxtending over the wholo Presidency.

That the Town of Caleutla has been, for a period of upwards of 80 years,
subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court alone, composed of 3 frained
and experienced English Lawyers, by whom jointly all questions of law and
fact in Civil cases are tried, the Commercial Law and the Law of Contracts
administered, these being in all respects the same as the Law of England.

- . Ixv

" Chat the growth and dovelopment of tho trade and commereial importunco -
of the Port of Caleulta, sinco tho detormination of the exclusive right of trade
of the Bast India Company, have been almost nnpl'ccedcl'lted, as appears by
the following extracts from the commercial returns of this Port. )

The Tmport tonnage of the shipping of Caleutta for tho mereantilo year
1834-35 amounted to 166,537 tons, and tho Export tonnago for that year to
172,470 tons, or a tolal of 339,007 tons.

Tho value of the Tmports for the same year was Sn. Rs. 2,79,83,062, and
of tho Txports 4,23,00,867, or o total of Sicca Rupees 7,02,03,829.

Tho Twhport fonnage fer the year 1855-56 was 6,84,618, and tho Txport
6,71,145, or a total of 13,55,763, tons, being an increaso since the year
1834-35 of about fourfold. : . X

The value of the Tmports for the year 1855-56 was Co.’s Rs. 13,8‘7,08,627,
and of Txports for tho samo year 13,75,20,947, or a total of 27,62,29,674 ;
Deing am incrense of nearly fourfold sinco tho yoar 1834-35.

The forcign shipping included in the above return for the year 1855-56
amounted to 257,305 tons, or upwards of a third of the whole. The increase
is siill Jargely continuing both in the British and Forcign trade.

As o necessary consequenco the nwmber and importanco of the cases of
Commereial Law {ried in the Supremo Court, and in which the parlies wero
of many differont nations, have been and are proportionately increasing;
and the necessity for the best possible administration of Commercial Law
becoming every day moro decided and apparent.

That the eflect of ihe substitution of the proposed Court will, on the
contrary, be to give for tho trial of commercial cases a wenler and less com-
potent tribunal by the introduction into the High Cowrt of 5 Judges, who,

-howsocvor able and skilled in the Laws and Regulations of the Bast India

Company’s Courts, must necessarily be unversed in English and Commercial
Law which is unlnown in, and foreign to, those Courts, but tho knowledge of
which is, as your Potiti iy submit, indi ble for the due
administration of justico to the Merchants, Ship Ownors, and other trading
interests of a Port such as Calcutta now is.

Your Petitionors aro also apprehensive that the effect of adopting the
proposals of the Commissioners, and thereby giving to this Port a Court of
first instance, which must, by renson of its being composed of Judges inferior
in number and judicial fitness, be weakor than the present Supreme Court,
and by establishing here at the samo timo a Court of Appeal so incongruously
composed, will be, fivstly, to insuro appeals in almost every case and to double
the costs and delays of litigation ; and sccondly, from the want of authority
in.tho"Appellate Court, to deprive its decisions—at least in commercial cnses— -
of all respeet and finality, to the great prejudice of the administration of
justice.and.of all tho best interests of this Presidency and Port.

.
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Your Petitioners also sce with regrot and apprehension that it ig rc;oxn-
mended by the Commissioners to deprive the Judges of the High Court of
that independenco of the Government of India which has been hitherto
enjoyed by tho Judges of the Supreme Court, and to give the Governor,
General in Council the power of degrading by suspension any of the Judges
of the High Court. .

Your Petitioners say that the experience of every year up to the present
one; since the institution of the Supreme Court, has afirmed the wisdom and
necessity of the policy which established the Supreme Court in this country
to act as checks on the Government of India and on its Officials, and as. a
protection to the independent and wnofficial classes of the Indian cominuni 1,
and with thab view gave and continued to that Court jurisdiction in.all
actions for wrongs over all servants of the Tast Tudia Company, and mado
the Judges of the Cowrt wholly independent of the Government of this
country : and against the withdrawal or wealjening of that salutary checle

-and by conferring on the G the power at pleasure of
suspending and disgracing the Judges, your Petitioners carncstly protest as
being  calcull to seriously prejudice’ the ial and s

classes of this Presidency, who have hitherto found in an appeal to the fra:
Judges of the Supreme Court their only sceurity from, and redress for; any
acts of wrong or oppression which_ they might suffer at thie hands of the
servants of the East India Comipany. ’
Your Petitioners submit that no case has been or can he made for a
change “of so de a ch and so plainly” to the interests
of all classes engaged in the trade of this Port; and that if any chango be
adopted, it should be one by which all the tribunals of the Presidency should
be strengthened and adopted to the requirements of the time, and not-one "

by which the only competent Court should be abolished, and the interests of -

the wealthiest and most civilised portion of the Presidency should be fruit-
lessly sacrificed to an idle and preposterous scheme of niformity.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable House- will ho-
pleased to take this their petition into consideration, and that your Honorable
THouse will ‘rejecs so much of the proposals of the Commissioners as will
have the effect of giving to this Port a tribunal less competent than the
present one for dealing with commerecial questions, and will also preserve to
the commereial classes of this country the protection which they have hitherto
derived from -the independence of the Judges of the Supreme Court.

And your Petitioners as in duby‘bo\md will.ever pray,

' . Signed by 68 Frrms Axp INDIVIDUALS.
Caleutta, 21st April, 1857. .

65 A similar Petition was addressed to the House of Commons.
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1 oz HONORABLE rur LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL or. INDIA.

Tho Humble Petition of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, .

Smoweri,—That the purpose of the Institution in tlfc your 1853 of the
Bengal Chamber of Commorce was to provide an association, composed ?f
commerecial men of all countries engaged in the trade of this Porb and Presi-
deney, which should have its centro of operations in Onlanttawj and be charged
with the duty of watching ovor and protocting the: general interests of com-
‘merce, and of using all means within its power for the removal of evils, the
redress of grievances, and tho promotion of the common good; and that the
said Chamber now. contains among its members all the leading English,
American, French, German and Greek, and also some of the Native mercantilo
firms of Caleutta.

That your Petitioners are, both as an intion and in their i
capacity, deoply intetested in the prosperity of the various fuctorics and other

ial isl hroug! tho Mofussil, andin the safety and
well being of the body of managers and agents engaged in those factories
and establishments.

That since the determination of the exclusive trade of the Tast India
Company there has been, and still is, an almost unprecedented increase in the

Tividual

produce and of this Presidency, and a ding increase in the
number of factories and ial i and persons employed
therein,

That such managers and agents include among them persons.of many
different races, both Europeans, American, and Asiatic ; but that the large
majority of them arc British subjeets.

That the isolated position. of those persons, scattered as they arc among the
masses of tho native agricultural population with wliom they are continually .
brought into collision by conflict of interest and other eauses, and’ their

+ consequent exposure to every species of false criminal charges which are the

common weapons of litigation in the. Mofussil, render their situation one of
the greatest difficulty and risk, calling for the utmost prol,ccﬁdn that the
strong and just administration of the Law Dby competent and trusbworthy
Judges can afford.

That your Petitionors regard with great apprehension tho effect upon tho
legal status.and personal scewrity of that body, whicli as it appears to your
Petitioners will be produced by passing into Law the “Bill to simplify the
procedure of the Courts of Criminal Judicature of the East India Company,”
which is now before your Honorable Council.
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That your Petitioners do not seelc here to discuss the necessity or * propricty
of abolishing the exclusive jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over British
subjects, but they submit that whatever changes may be infroduced into the
administration of the Criminal Law, the interests of the commerce of this coun-
try and the safoty of the persons of British subjects’ and7others engaged
therein are entitled to the highest cousu]cmtmn, nnd slnouldl not, except it be
wholly idable, be further end 1

Your I’cmmncrs submit that the plain uud duecL eflectrof the proposed
changes will be to establish for all classes of the comuercial body in the
Mofussil, whether British subjects or otherwise, Courts inferior to those to
which they arc at present amenable in criminal matters. All classes alike
will be subjected to the jurisdiction of the two lower Courts, which it is
proposed for the first time to establish, presided over by, among others,
Principal Sudder Ameens and Moonsiffs, invested with powers of imprison-
‘ment for periods of from three to twelve, months: and British subjects will
further, as regards the two higher Courts, be doprived of the benefit of trial by
tho learned and independent Judges of tho Supreme Court, and be subjected
to the jurisdiction of Judges and Magistrates who hold their places at will,
and arc in very fow instances fitted for their offic by previous expericnce, of
selected for their peculiar qualification for it.

Your Petitioners say that the powers which. it is now proposed to entrust

to native officials in the two lower Courts have been always hitherto withheld
from a sense of their unfitness for such a trust; and thatyour Potitioners
Inow of 1o improvement in those. officials cither as regards the class from
which they are taken, their legal training, or moral fitness, which can now
justify entrusting them with powers for which, it is your Petitioners well-
founded conviction, they are in all respeets unfitted, and the abuse of which
must tend to add so largely to the risks and difficulties of the Mofussil
commercial body already alluded to, to depreciate property thero and to
discourage most seriously the commerce of the Presidency. And for these
reasons, and also that the institution of those two lower Criminal Courts
under . such Judges is called for by no nocessity whatover, your Potitioners
respectfully but most encrgetically protest against it.

As regards the two higher Courts your Petitioners submit that tho
change, which is called for there, is not so much as one ivhich would
extend their jurisdictions to British. subjects as that which would givo
to those Courts Judges duly . qualified for their officc by experionce,
legal training, and i and not, as novw, inted without regard
to fitness and in the mere routine of promotion. from the other depmtmcnts
of the service.

e,
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Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honorable Couneil will wholly
reject 8o much. of the said Bill as proposes to entrust the snid powers of
imprisonment to native officers in the lower Courts; and that before extending
the jurisdiction of the two higher Courts, such amendments may be introduced
into the said Bill as will insure to those Courts competent and mdepchzlent
Judges.

And Your Petitioners will ever pray.

By order of the Committee for and on behalf of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce.

. (Signed)
Caleutta; 30th April, 1867.

H. W. I. WOOD, Secretary.




APPENDIX K:
Electric Telegraph.

Benean CEaMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Calcutta, 29(% January,.1857.

To rax SUPERINTENDENT ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH,

S1z,—1It would e a to the il and public
generally to know when any i jon in the by Telegraph
Detween Caloutta and Bombay or other places takes place; and it is suggested
that such interruption should be notified.in the shipping slips.

The Committeo of the Chamber of Commereo will be glad if you will give
the information asked for and in the manner suggested.

T am, &e.,

(Signed)  H. W.I. WOOD, Secretary.

No. 44. .
Frox taE OFFG. SUI”DT: ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH 1x INDIA,
To TrE SECRETARY 10 THE BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Siz,—T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the
29¢h ultimo, and, in compliance with the request therein contained, have this
dug issued the necessary orders for inserting at the foot of every printed ship-
ping intelligence notice of any interruption to Telegraphic communication,
which may exist on any part of the lines throughout Indin.

9. A copy of the order above alluded o is hereto annexed for information

of the Chamber. 1 have tho honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
Svepr. E. T. OFFICE,

CALCUTTA, %
The 3rd Feb., 1857,

Offy. Supdt. Blectric Telegraphs in Tudia.

(Signed) P. STEWART, Licut., Engincers,.

. o Ixxi

No. 1122.
Office Memo.

B Licutenant Stewnrb requests that in futire oo intimation of the places
between which any i to Tel b ication exists on the
{ 1 lines tl.\ruughont India, and of the time when the interruption first -occurred,
| N may be inserted at the foot of every printed shipping report, thus :—
“Telegraphic communication between Benares and Sherghottee interruptod
sinco 10 4. . this day.”
No notice whatever of the stato of the lmes to be inserted wlmn no. inter-
Tuptions exist.
le above to liave offect from to-murrow tlne 4th msl.unt

(Signod)  P: STEWART, Lieut.; Lngrs.,
Qffy: Supdt. Eleotric Telographs in India.
Cancurrs, .

Sveor. B. T. Orrick,
The 3rd Feb., 1867,
: (True Copy.)
(Signed)  P. STEWART, Licut., Engrs.,
Offy. Supdt. Blectric Telographs in India,




Telegraphic Communication between Caleutta & Jessore.

No. 1505. .
TFrost 1is SECRETARY 1o 1xE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
o nitz SECRETARY 0 118 ‘BENGAT, CHAMBER. or COMMERCE.
Dated .Da;:ieeliﬂy, the 1ith April, 1857. .

Sin.—In’ conncetion with a scheme which is wnder consideration for the
establishment  of an Electric Telegraph communication
between Calcitta and Prome, a question lins arisen as to the
necessity of having a station ab Jessore. Iam dirccted therefore to request
that you will favour the Lieutenant Governor with the opinion of the Chamber
of Commerce as to whether the importance of Jessore in a commercial point
of view, and the probability of the line being made use of for the transmission
of messages to or from Jessore aro sufficient to warrant the additional expense
of a separate station at that place. . :

General.

1 have the honor to be,

i,
. “Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  A. R. YOUNG,
Seoretary to the Government of Bengal.

e
Bexcar Crauser o COMMERCE,

Caleutta, 9th May, 1857. -
To A. R. YOUNG, Lsa, . -

Seoretary o the Govt. of Bengal.

Sin,—I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1505,
of the 17¢b ultimo, and to stato in reply that in the opinion of the Committeo

“of tho Chamber of Commeree, as the district of Jessore is of much importance

in point of Indigo cultivation and :an increasing general trade, the establish-
ment of Telegraphic communication between it and the Presidency wauld
e a positive boon to the public, and one which the Committee trust His
Honor the Lieutenaut Governor will not lesitate to grant. .

Ixxili .

It may be problematical at first whothor the vevenue from this line of
wwires would prove profitable .upon the outlay, but the Committee think the
experiment is well sworth tho trial.

N I have, &c.,

(Signed)

H. W. I. WOOD, Secrelary. ~




APPENDIX L.

Abolition of Duties in Hamburgh on Imports from India.

H. W. L. WOOD, Esquizg, -
Secretary Chamber of Commerce. *

Sin,—I take the liberty of handing you here sunesed an extract and
translation of a communication dated 28th December last, received from the
Senate of Hamburgh referring to the abolition of the Import Duty in- that
city of different Indian produce, and request the favor of your circulating the
same to the Members of the Chamber of Commerce, to whom this alteration

may be of interest. N . -
I have the honor to remain,

Sir, .
Your most obedient Servant,
HAMBURGH CONSULATE, (Signed) G. PEHMOLLER, Consul.
" . Cavcurrs, }
.+ The 16th February, 1857.

Extract of aletler dated 28tk December 1856, from Dr. C. H. Merck, Syndic
to the Senate of Hamburgh, Foreign Qffice.

The Tmport Duty of 4 per cent ad valorem formerly levied in Hamburgh

on the following Indian produce, has been abolished since the 1st January 1857,

viz,, Cotton, Hemp, Rape Seed and WWheat, besides some minor articles

of less importance.
N.B. The Ezport Duty of 3th per cent ad valorem formerly levied has
Deen entirely abolished since said date of 1st January 1857.

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) G. PEHMOLLER, Consul. '

Carcrrry,
The 16tk February, 1857.

N. B. The list of which can be inspected at the Hamburgh Consulate.

HaupurE CONSULATE, }

e

APPENDIX.

' Statement of the Funds of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for the Falf-year ended 30th April 1857..
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Allan, Deffell'and Co.
Apcar and Co.

“Atlciuson, Tilfon and Go.

Borradaile, John and Co.

Carlisles, Nephews and Co.
hurch, James Jun. and Co.

Corwell, Jhmes.

Cowell. B. M.

. Colvin, Ainslie, Cowicand Co.
Crooke, Grey and Co.
DeSouza, Thos. and Co.
Durrschmidt, Grob, Sand and Co
Ewing and Co,

TFitzwilliam, W. 8., Agent Com-
‘mercial Bank of India.

Toster, Rogers and Co.

Torroster, Chas

Gillanders, Albutl\not and Co.

Gisborne and Co.

Gladstone, Wyllio and C

Gilmore, MK ligin .md Co.
quger, Jenkins and

Gordon, Stuart and Co.

Griffiths, Curtis and Co.

Hoare, Miller and Co.

Haworth, W.. and Co.

Henderson, Wallacé and Co.

Henderson, Jas. and Co.

Hurris Chunder Bhose.

Jardine, Skinner and Co.

Kally Dass and Rajender. Dutt.

Kettlewell, Drabble and Co.

Kelly.and Co.

TLanglois and Co.

Tarpent, Saunders and Co.

Leach, Rawson and Co.

Lovc]], H. D

Apel, Dawson and Co.—2oulmein
and Rangoon.

Beoher, Win.— Gowhatty, Assan.

Brao, T.—Babookally. - -

Crisp and

De\olcll

. Y S
Gnlu John — Pundoul.-
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- Anderson, W., Agent Oriental Bank. .

Hamilton, Brown & Co.—Afirzapore.

MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Livingston, Withers and-Co.

Tyall, Ronnic and Co.

Laroche, C.

I\IJ\L]ullup, Stewart and Co,

Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co.

Malcolm and Co.

Mackenzie, D) all and Co.
larks,

- Mair and Co, *

May, Pickford 4nd Co.
Moran, W. and Cé.
Oxford, J. and Co:
Paterson, W. R. and Co.
Pearce, Macrac and Co.
Peel, Bellairs and Co.
Pennington and Co.
Potter and Co.
Purrjer and Co.
Prestwich, .
Pehmoller, G- and Co.
RRalli Brothers.
Ralli and Mavrojani.

alli, P. T. and Co.
TRam’Gopanl Ghose and Co.
TRobinson, Balfour and Co.
TRobert and Charriol.
TRobertson, D. T., Manager, Mer-

cantile Banl of Indin.

Stimuel Smith, Sons and Co.
Schilizzi and Co.
Schocene, Kilburn and Co
Shand, Fairlic and
Smith, Farie and Co. |
Sham - Chaund Mitter.
Thomas, R. and Co.
Turner, Cadogan and Co. .
‘Wattenbach, Heilgers and Co.
‘Wienholt, Ernsthausen and Co.

MOTFUSSIL MEMBERS.

Jenldns, Docimus.—Airsapore.
Renny, J. T.—Salgamoodiak.
Tongdon, G. H—dgra.

Mncrac, Bobio & Co.— Moulmein,
Muclagan, 3.~ Tokenatlpore.
Maxwell, 'D.—Cawnporo. .
I\Icnzws —Mirzapor.

I‘odd I‘mdluy & Co—]lluulmcm

RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

adopted at a General Meeting of the Chamber, on
Monday, the 9th day of May 1853.

. That the Society shall b6 styled « T BeNeaL Crin-
BER OF COMMERCE.” :
Second ... That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over

and protect the general interests of Commerce; to
collect information on all matters of interest to the
Mercantile Community, and to wuseevery means
within its power, for the removal of evils, the redress
of grievances, and the promotion of, the common
good ; to communicate with authorities and indivi-
dual parties thereupon to form a code of practice
whereby the transaction of business may be ‘sinipli~
fied and facilitated ; to receive references and to
bi between disy The decisions in such
references being recorded for future guidance.
That it being highly desirable not fo recogaize any
principle of exclusion, all persons engaged or interested
- in the Commerce or Shipping of Bengal, shall, upon
payment of the Subscription and on signature of the
Rules and “Regulations, be admissible as Members in
the manner hereinafter described:’ ’

Forst ..

M
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Fourth ... That Candidates for admission, proposed by one Member
and seconded by another: » shall be ballotted for, and
amajority of votes shall decide the election.

Fifth suivve That.voting by proxy, or by Members whose Subscnp-

- tions are-in avrears, be not allowed.
Siatle vevees

expelling any of its Members; such expulsion to
be decided by the votes of three-fourths of the
Members of the Chamber.

Seventh*... That a majority of the firms constituting - the Chamber
shall be held sufficient to form any General Meeting, "
at which, although two or more partners of one firm

-be present, they are to count in voting as only one.

Member ;*and no two Members of one firm.can be

at the same time Members of the Committee.,
* Bightht .. That the monthly Subscription of each Member or firm
’ : be Rupees 16, subject hereafter to increase or reduc~

tion as may be decided by a General Meeting.
Nintle sesese. That ‘the business and funds of- the Chamber slnll be

. d by a C ittee of seven Meml
ofthe President and Vice-President, and five Members,
to be clected annually at'a General Meeting of the
Chamber in the month of May ; the President or, in
. his absence, the Vice-President, being Ex-Officio
Chairman of the Committee, and in the absence of
the President and Vice-President, the Committee to
elect its own Chairman. - Four-to-form a. guorum;
the Chairman, in cases of equ:\hty, luwmg the casting
vote.

_[’enth...... That the Committee slnll meet on such day of every

weele as it may -fix -as most convenient, for +the -

purpose of transacting such business as.may come
~within the limits of ‘the objects of the Chamber, and
that its proceedings-be laid on the table open to - the

That “the Chamber reserves to “itself the right-of -

Ixxix: .
mspechon of Members, subject to such Renulanous
. as the Committee may deem expedient.
Eleventh... Thatvacancies in the Committee created by the absence
SR . of Members from the Presidency for.two months, or
by departure for Europe, or by death, be filled up
at a General Meeting by a majority of the. Members
present thereat,

_ Twelfik ... That the Secretary be elected. Dy the Commlttee 5 such

election to be subject to confirmation at the next

. ensuing Gréneral Meeting. .. ’

Thirteentl.- That the General Meetings -of the Chamber be held
from time to time as the Committee for the time
being may’deem necessary. That a Special General
Meeting shall be.called by the President, or, in his

absence, by the, Vice-President, or-by his order on .

- the requisition of any five firms, Members  of the
Chamber, to be: held within, five days subsequent to
the receipt of such requisition.

Fourteenth. That. all. Proceedings of the Committee be subjeét to. |

“approval “or othefwise. of Geneml Meetings duly
convened.

Fifteenth... Thatstrangers visiting the P1 esltlency may be introduced

as Honorary Members for two.months “by. any
Member..of the Chamber, inserting theiy names in a
book to.be kept for that purpose.
Sixteentl.w That the Committee be empowered to make Bye-l'l\\'s,
. which' shall xiot be of any. force until approved of by
a General Meeting.

chentaenth Tlnt ‘i Annual Repmt of the cheedmgs be prepm ed

and, after being approved of at a General Meeimg,
printed and circulated. -

L‘z_yh!eenth That the above Rules be added to, or a]teled only by.
a muouty of Members of the Chamber.
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Nineteenth.. That the foregoing  Rules be

printed, . and an
authenticated copy, subscribed by each Member on
admission, !

be kept as part of the records of the
Chamber. That pl‘}x}ted copiés ‘be forwarded to
Members of the Chamber, to the Secretary to
Govgrnment, and to such other parties or authorities
as it may be desirable to malke acquainted with the
objects and Rules of the Association. :

* The Seventh Rule, as modified at a.

General Mecting of the
Chamber, held on Monday

s the 27th day of November, 1854,

That any number of Members present shall be held to constitute
a General Meeting, called in conformit:

by with Lhe‘RuIes of the
Chamber, for the despatch of ordinary business; but that no change

in the Rules of the Society can be considered except at a General
“Meeting at which the majority of the Members of the Chamber
shall be present.

Tt The Jollowing Rules were adopted at a General Mecting of the
i Chamber, leld on the 18th May, 1853 :—

That the Subseription for individual Members of the Chamber
be Rupees 10 per mensem, while those alone carrying on business
under any style or firm, do pay Rupees 16 per mensem, as

" resolved at the Chamber’s last Meeting. y

That the Subscription for Mofussil Members be two Gold

Mohurs, or Company’s Rupees 32 per annum.

" 2. . onanenuzen,

DENGAL MILITARY ORPHAN PrEss,
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