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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, held on Friday, the 28th
November, 1856. ' '

Davip Cowi, Isq., President, in the Chair.

Tue Chairman having read the Report of the Com-
mittee’s proceedings for the half-year ended 831st Oc-

tober, it was proposed by Mr. James Church, Junior;

seconded by Mr. W. Chapman, and resolved unani-
mously—

That the Committee’s Report now read be received.

The conditional election by the Committee of
Messrs, Turner, Cadogan and Co., was confirmed ;
and on the proposition of the President, seconded by
the Vice President, Messrs. May, Pickford and Co,
were elected as Members.

The retirement of one Firm and the deaths of two
Members. duiing the past quarter were reported.

Mr. Kilburn read to the Meeting a letter he had ad-
dressed to the Merchants of Calcutta regarding the
establishment of a Tribunal of Commerce ; and ex-
pressed his views as to the expediency of introducing
such an institution, and the beneficial results that
would arise from the adoption of the system which
has worked with so much success in France and on the
Continent generally, and he believed in America also.
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Tt was therefore proposed by himself, seconded by
Mr.. Schiller, and carried— °

That a Commlttee, composed of. Members -of the
Chamber and others, be appointed to take into consi-
deration the expediency of establishing a Tnbunal of
Commerce.

That the following gentlemen be elected as such
Committee, viz.

Messrs, W. S. FitzWilliam ; James Church, Junior ;
James Stuart ; George Barton : William Blundell ;
D Mackinlay ; ‘George Brown ; I. Schiller ; J. E.
Ralli ; G. Ashburner ; Seth Apcar ; W. Maitland ;
Monsr.. Thomas ; and* Mr. E. D. Inlbum ,—w1t;11
power to add to their number.

- The continued services of the Committee were ac- -

knowledged by an unanimous vote of thanks ; and
after the usual compliment to tlie Chau ‘man the pro-

ceedings ter mmated
0. w. I ‘WOOD,

Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
HALP-YEARLY REFORT OF i COOMMITTER,

Ar the: close of the half-year; your Committee
have as usual to. offer a report of their proceedings.

On the important, subject of publicity being 2iVen e 4,

Publication of
Govt, Budget,

to the financial position -and measures of Govem-
ment, it will be seen from the conespondduce with

the Tinancial - Secretary, in - appendix A, that the:

Governor General in Council has at length sanction-
ed it tothe extent of advertising quarterly. the ag-
gregate balance in the Tleasunes of India, but has
continued to decline granting the further improve-
ment asked, iu the shape of a periodical estimate of
income and-expenditure, Your Commiittee have not
succeeded in inducing the Governor General in
Couneil to coneur in their impression that the publi-
cation’ of cash balances is comparatively of small use,
if unaccompanied by estimates of the mode in which
they are likely to be increased or diminished.

From the strong representations made by your
Committee to the various public bodies tith whom
they are in correspondence in the United Kingdom,
they have good reason to believe that this desired
financial publicity will ere long be granted. In the
mean time, they may remark that the position of the
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Money Market, for many weeks past, has furnished
‘ample confirmation of the view propounded in their
letter to the Financial Secretary, of ‘the 29th July
last, iz.—that tlie great depression which has long
“ ruled in the value of Indian securities is due to a
want of public confidence in the Financial measures
of Government, which a judicious publicity would
go far' to remove ; for it remains an undeniable fact

that while money has been abundantly procurable on .

deposit of Government securities. at four, and on
goods and mercantile bills at five, per cent. per an-
num, the Government of India has heen unable to
borrow at four and-4 half. )

E. 1. Com- - i ; : .
any's Drattson In' connexion with the Finance of India, your Com-

mittee have to report that in June last they address-
ed the East India and China Association, and the
Chambers of Commerce at Bombay, Madras, Liver-
pool, Manchester, and Glasgow, soliciting their Par-
liamentary influence to obtain an alteration of the
mode in which the three to four millions sterling
annually ‘payable by India are drawn for by the
.Court of Directors ; so that for the future parties
interested in the trade of the two countries misht
be able to estimate, with some certainty, at Wiat
periods such bills would be available, and thereby
escape the derangement of Exchange which has often
taken place, either from an unusually large sale of
Company’s Drafts on India at one particular time to
the discomfiture of the Indian Treasuries, or by their

rate being, with equal suddenness, raised to a ‘pro-
hibitory figure.
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The correspondence in Appendix B., with the offi- - Appendix 3.
ciating Mint Master, will show the opposition offered
by your Committee to the adoption of a proposed

discretion of the Mint Master, or summarily dismissed
by him without any reason being assigned ; against
this measure, which would have been so adverse to
the interests of importers of specie, the remonstrances
of your Committee have apparently been suc-
cessful.

Appendix C. contains copies of correspondence Appentix €.
The Mutlahe

with the Government of Bengal on the subject ;
of the river Mutlah, in' connexion with arrange- / /I
ments _urgently called for to provide for the ex-
pected arrival of shipping in that port during the / (
cnsuing season, and to improve the canal and road

. leading to it.  Also to call the immediate attention

of Government to the expediency of allotments of
land to those applicants who are desirous of build-
ing at the new port, and to ask that for the first two
shipping seasons the export of Rice from the Mut-
lah he permitted duty-free. The system of bounties
on special departments of trade is happily almost ex-
ploded, but your Committee deem that the establish-
ment of a new port offers atits outset an exceptional
case wherein some advantage in the remission of duties
may fairly be held out to ship-owners and merchants
of other countries.. This boon, if granted by Go-
vernment, will only be temporary, and the port of the
Mutlah once established and well known will there-

gu
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after beleft to ordinary competition with other grain-
exporting localities. i

In May and June last, at the renewed request of nin-
merous Members largely interested in the shipping of
the port, your Committec again addressed the Govern:
ment of Bengal, earnestly urging the total abolition of
the Office of Registrar. of Seamen, as one worse
than tseless, and prejudicial alike to ship-owner and
mariner. - The decease of the late Registrar formed
additional reason for strongly pressing this abolition;
and your Committee have good grounds for believing

that their rep ions will prove ful, so soon
as the Superintendent of Marine shall have réported
upon the. question which has'been reférred to him
by Government. ‘

Mfr'lﬂﬁ'.’.‘:isxhi?i In Appendix D. will be' found copies of replies given

ving Act. by your Committee to the Government of Bengal on

the 5th June and 21st August last, on'the subject of
Protection to be given by legislative enactment to all
lascars or other natives of this country who may be
discharged in a destitute condition from vessels in
the United Kingdom. The support and cost of return
Ppassage of such_destitute natives of India being now’
by English law, thrown upon the East India Com-
pany, the Government of India is Ppreparing to protect
itself by taking security from the ship-owners and

masters of vessels who may desire to carry native

crews from this country, and your Committee ‘lhave

only deemed it. necessary to guard against too much

responsibility in such engagements being - brough

upon mere agents.

arino Ro-
gistry Offico,

7

In thelast half-yearly Report mention was made of Transit Daties.
the Committee having . exerted themselves to obtain
through-the Government of India a reduction -of the
transit duties levied on goods by various independent
States in the North-West, and in particular by the
Rajah of Rewah. They have the satisfaction of re-
cording that a set of new rules and a greatly reduced
tariff of transit duties in the last named district, have
since been published by Government, followed by a
notification in the Gazette of 22nd October of a total
abolition of similar duties on some of the chief roads

'in the territory of Indore.

. A correspondence with the Clerk of the Crown v:vill g imonie E,
be found in Appendix E., resulting in the alteration Scssions.
of the dates of three of the Sessions of the Supreme

Court, which had previously been found most inconve-
their occtrring simultaneously with the departure ‘of
the Overland Mails. Itis also believed that the repre-
sentations which were at the same time made to thée
Clerk of the Crown and Deputy Sheriff will induce
a.more equal distribution of summonses among those
liable to serve on the Grand Jury:

On the subject of an increased number of Moorings yrypings.
in the river Hooghly, the necessity of which the
Committee have so long urged, they have to report
that the actual number now existing is 91-of fixed
and 11 of: swinging moorings ; and that the addi-
tional stores indented for by Government. to incresse
the number of the former to the extent of accommo-
dating 176 vessels have recently arrived, and will be
availed of with all practicable despatch.

R
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Stmnibesk. . The metalling of the Strand bank between the

new Custom House shed and Jackson’s ghdt is in

course.of completion, and will greatly improve the
means of carrying on the increasing traffic of the
town. :

‘The Committee regret to add that the following
matters still remain in abeyance under the consider-

ation of Government :— .

1. An alteration in the tariff expunging therefrom

a large’ number of articles of small value on which

duty is not chargeable, and an assimilation of duties

on British and Foreign imports, .

Gutom Howo 2. The erection of a second shed on the Custom
House Wharf, the estimate of which for the present
remains unsanctioned, under the recent limitation
of expenditure on Public Works*—and .

TloatiogWhaet. 3, A plan of Mr. Calder’s for a_ Floating Wharf
on the river bank, which was forwarded to the Ghief
Lngineer early in August last and has not yet been
reported on.

Dernm s Tn September last your Committee had the plea-

Eognd: " sure of giving their cordial co-operation to the Indigo
Planters’ Association in furthering the means of”
deputing Mr. Theobald to England, to oppose the in-
tended amalgamation of the Supreme and Sudder
Courts of Law in this country, and to support the
prayer of the petition to Parliament connected with
that subject which the Members of this Chamber
had recently signed.

R

Tariff.

* The Committee have the satisfaction to state that subsequent to the date

& onis Report,-orders have been issucd for the commencemnt of the Tipers
Shod.

fi
!

i
|
|
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A statement of the finances of the Chamber for the

‘ half-year is appended, exhibiting a prosperous posi-

tion ‘which will gradually enable the C(?mmittee t(;
carry out their views of adding to your hbra?-y mo:r
important standard works of Coum}ercxal refexenii, 3
statistical information, together with a st?ck of B aps
and Charts in which at present your meeting-room 1s
deficient.
Davip Cowrk,
President.

CALCUTTA,
1s¢ November 1856.

Tunds.

Lo
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APPNEDIX A,

Publication of Government Budget.

' 'Benoar Cuamner or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 25th June, 1856.

C. II. LUSHINGTON, Esqunz,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,
Financial Department,
TForr WiLuam.

Sir,—Adverting to my letter to your address of the 17th November 1855,
and your reply of 12th January last, with reference to the advantages which
the Public would derive from published statements of the present and pros-
pective financial position of the Government of India, I am now direeted by
the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce earnestly to urge on the attontion_
of the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council the further considera-
tion of this subject, and respectfully to represent the serious inconvenience
which the continued reserve on the part of Government in respect toits finaneial
position and wants has caused, and is still causing, to the monetary interests and
the general commeree of the whole of India. )

The Committee have on a former occasion referred to the heavy losses that
were cntailed on the]Gr creditor and the Cor ial Public at large
by the-sudden and unexpected call on account of the Public Works Loan last
year,—en event which has not been forgotten, and which continues to under-
mine the confidence of the Public in the financial operations of the Govern-
ment, as is evid d by the d i value of all G iti

In illustration of this the present values of Government Securities in Lon-
don and Caleutta may be referred to, viz., that while 3 per cent. Consols are at
94% the 4 per cent loans of the Indian Government are worth only 87.

The declaration in Parliament of an existing large deficit in the revenues of
this country has further tended toa diminution of that confidence, and opinions
arc now very generally entertained that the Government will again, cre long,
have to come into the market as a borrower.
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Tnthe absence of any information whatever of the resources that the
Government Las to caleulate upon, and wherefrom the public might draw its
own inferences as to coming events, and so fecl a greater confidence in the
future, o distrust and uncertainty now prevail, causing a pressure on trade
and a stringency in money dealings, which the Committee firmly believe would
be less severely felt were the known wants of the Government declared.

The Committee would observe that, in their opinion, no analogy can be
admitted between loans contracted by the Government in ZEngland and loans
contracted by the Government in India, in so far as respects the facility of
Taising them, and the depressing tendency which they excreise on the value
of public scouritics, In England the market is large with a surplus capital
always wanting employment, cither belonging to publicor private trusts, public
companics, or private individuals, and the value of public securities is little
affected by any new loan thatis brought out. In India this always' ensues,
the market is limited, and the present amount of the public debt would almost
appear to be as much as the demand for such investments requires.

Tam, in conclusion, desired by the Committee, in representing all the fore- .

going serious inconvenience which the capitalist and the commerce of the
country experience from the doubt and uncertainty that overhang their
operations owing to” the absence of all information of the financial wants and
intention of the Government, to request that you will bring to the notice of
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Goitneil their cornest solicitation
that Mis Lordship will be'pleased to make some declaration of 1he probable
future course of the finance administration, that if o loan be required that it’
be declared with'as much previous notice as can be given, and if not, that a
declaration be made to this effect, coupled with an assurance that no loan will
be in future ealled for without such ‘previous notification,

The Committee trust that the Right Honorable the Governor General in
Couneil will see fit to concur in their solicitation, and they ground their reasons
for urging i6 on the fact- of the limited field which this country offers for
raising money on loan, and the consequent depressing cffect such loans have on
the value of all publi and as resulting therefy
on the value of all commodities and a withering effect upon the commeree and
trade of the country, which the doubt and uncertainty as to the prospeet of
such Ioan, the Committee submit, ate more caleulated 10 augment than the
known certainty of o requirement of a loan at some definite period would do.

1 have the honor to he,

. Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) 1, W. L' woop,
Secretary.

an injurious action

No. 3314.
To tnr SECRETARY 1o tun BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Financial Department.

Stn,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 25t
ultimo, urging the further consideration of the advantages to be derived by
the Public from publislied statements 6f the present and prospective financial
position of this ; and,

the serious i

" which the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce believe the capitalists

and the Commerce of the country to ¢xperience from the doubt and uncertainty
that overhang their operations, owing to the absence of all information of the
financial wants and intentions of the Government in respect to loans, soliciting
a declaration of the probable future course of the financial administiation :
also asking thatif a loan be required, the fact may be declared with as much
previous notice ns can be given ; and ifnot, that o declaration may be made
to this eflect, coupled with an assurance that no loans will be in future called
for without such previous notification.

2. The Right Honorable the Governor General in Council observes that the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce base their. request upon the alleged
want of confidence on the part of the Public in the financial operations of the
Gov 15 evidenced by the depreciated value of all Scous
rities, in illustration of which they refer o the fact of English 3 per cent. Consols
being atn figure somewhat higher than Indinn 4 per cent paper; but this
argument, I am desired to point out, cannot be admitted, seeing that the rate
of interest in India is, and ever has been, very much hightr than in London,
and that a corresponding difference between Indian and English public secu-
rities has always existed.

3. Without at present entering into the question of whiat earlier publicity
may properly be given in this country to the financial position of Government,
a question on which a reference has been made to the Honorable the Court
of Directors (and a further reference will now be made) His Lordship in
Gouncil desires me to romind the Committee of the Chumber that no change
has taken place cither in the system of publication’ or in the system of opening
Joans from that which has beenin force invariably heretofore, and, therefore,
that there is nothing peculiar to the present time on their part to complain of.

4. I am desired to assurc .the Chamber that the Governor General Jin
Council isin favor of the largest and the enrliest possible publicity in financial
affuirs which this Government may beableto give to the Indian public without
the visk of misleading. rather than informing them ; and that he is willing to
afford all reasonable information as to the financial position and the probable




iv

wants of the Government ; but that Le is not yet in possession of the- views of
the Home Authorities on certain important points, respecting which recommen.
dations have been made to them, sufliciently to enable him to do soin a sh:

a)
that can be of any practical value to the Public. r

1 have the bonor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) €. 1. LUSHINGTON,

. Secy. to the Govt. it
Couxcrr, Cranprz, } Y o o of Iudi

The 11tk July, 1856,

Besaar Cuanser or Comwrrer,
Calcuttu, 29tk July, 1856.
To 1uz IONORABLE T: DRUMMOND, .
Off- Secy. to the: Gout. of India,
Tinancial Department,
Fonr Wirrran.
St,—T have the honor to acknow]

ledge the reccipt of :
P 2 a 1 Pt of your Ietter, No! 3314,
¢ 11th instant, and am directed to express the satisfaction wiﬂ’l which ﬂw,

the Right Honorable {1,
largest and earliest, possible
all reasonable information 1
Government, Tt is also an additi

rd para., which i i
0 the present fimo ag regands t]m,, ich states that there is nothing peculiar

s s o2 r ystem of publication or of opening

i ql‘:nwu;t‘e;rl;e,:ht:ts;;bmn to.ﬂm Governor General in Counfi‘imt,;;tlntrll:;

oo cham o he pracflce of the Government on these points has not

— :,. m,ducr en; of their ﬂt!r]ress to His Lordship was Tespectfully to

T ol ion o such modifications in the administration of T !{
ould assimilate the practice ju this country to the wise and Ii’;wc‘r‘::

[ S—

i
i
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policy adopted by the Home Government,—a policy the object of which is to
strengthen public confidence by affording the carliest and fullest possible in-
formation on the subject of national finances.

In the Committee’s letter of 25th June, they referred to the want of
confidence on the part of the public in the financial operations of the Govern-
ment, and adduced in evidence the great depreciation in the value of, Com-
pany’s Paper, not only as compared with its former valuebut as contrasted
with the price of Consols in England ; and they quoted the then value of 4 per
cent. paper and 3 per cent. Consols, shewing the difference of 8 per cent. in favor
of the stock carrying the lower rate of interest ; the Committce observe that
in para. 2 of your letter it is stated that this argument cannotbe admitted on
the ground that the rate of intercst in India is and ever has been very much
higher than in London, and that a corresponding difference between Indian and
English public scourities has always existed.  With every deference to the view
adopted by the Governor General in Council, the Committee deem it incumbent;
on them to endeavour to shew that their position was correct, and that Indian
securitics have been for some time, and are still, unusually and unnaturally
depressed. The Committee beg to submit two statements of the value, quar-
terly, of 4 per cent. paper and Consols ; the first from January 1853 to April
185, and the second embracing periods prior and subscquent to those dates.
The first statement comprises the period during which 4 per cent. was the
highest rate of interest advertized by Government ; the second, periods when &
per cent, loans were open. The result of the first statement is an average of
nearly 5 per cent. in favor of Indian sceurities notwithstanding the higher value
of money then prevailing in this country, while the second statement shews an
average of nearly 7 per cent, in favor of Consols. The Committee would further
observe that since their letter of the 25th June was written, circumstances have
oceurred which confirm still more strongly their belief that the sccuritics of
India are unduly and ily depressed ive red of in-
terest by the Bank of Bengal, and still greater in the Native bazar, bave taken
place ; money is plentiful, and is now readily obtainable on good security at
rates fully as low as are quoted from England ; and yet 4 per cent. securities
remain at 89, while the last Home accounts report Consols at 943—thus
exhibiting a difference of nearly 6 per cent. against Indian securities, though the
value of money in the two countries has become so closely assimilated.

I have the honor to be, &e.,

. W.L W0oD,

(Signed)
. Secrctary.




Sraremexnt No. 1.

Value of | Value of 4 per cent:| Approximatedifferenc,
Dates. Consols. | Company’s Paper. | i1 fuvar of °c°'u.§,f.°.."y°§
. . Paper.
1853, Rs. 4s. Bs. As.
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»
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.
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Dates. Consols. | Compuny’s Papor.
Rs As. Rs. As.
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7t |58, 68,
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w0 |85 45
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*.Average per centage,
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in favor of Consols,
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143 per cent.
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| No. 3826. i
To 1az SECRETARY 7o fur BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Financial Departinent.
St;—1I have had the honor to receive and to lay before the Right Honorable
the Governor General in Council your letter of the 29th ultimo, wherein after
expressing ihe satisfaction with which the Committee of the Chamber of Com-
merce have reteived the assurance of the desire of the Government of Tndia
for the largest and earliest possible publicity of its Financial affairs, you refer to
two statements of the relative values of Consols and 4 per cent. Paper during
certain periods, in support of the argument advanced on a former occasion
that Indian securities have been for some time, and are still, unusually and
lly deprossed in quence of the want of confidence on the part of
the Public in the financial operations of the Government.
2nd. Inreply I am directed to state that His Lordship in Council is unable
to admit that the two statements, appended to your letter, establish the con-
clusion which you have drawn from them.
I have the honor to be,
Sir,
S Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) E. DRUMMOND,
Off. Secy. to the Govt. of Indiu.

Counctr. CuAMBER,
. The 25th August, 1856. }

No. 4269.

To e SECRETARY or Tz COMMITTEE or tnr BENGAL
CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Financial Department,

Sir,—In the letter from this Department, No. 3314, dated the 11th July
last, the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce were informed
that the Governor General in Council was in favour of the largest and the
carlicst possible publication in financial afairs, and that he was willing to
afford all rensonable information as to the financial position and the probable
wants of the Government, so soon as he should be in possession of the views
of the Home Authorities on certain i points re: ing which recom-
mendations had been addressed to them.

2. The final orders of the Home Authorities in approval of the views of
the Government of India having now .been received, I am instructed to in-
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form you that the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council has been
pleased to resolve that statements of the Indianrevenues and charges shall,
for the future, be published quarterly aud annually at the carliest practicable
date for general information, intluding a statement of the fotal cash balances
in the Indian Treasuries at the close of the period comprised in cach
return, -
T have the honor to be,
Sir, ,
Your most ‘obedient Servant,

(Signed) €. H. LUSHINGTON,
Secy. to the Govt. of TIndia.
Councm Cuannze, :
The 26tk Septentber, 1856.}

Bencau Cuamper or CommeRrcE.
Calcutta, 2nd October, 1856,
To C. I: LUSHINGTON, Esautrs, :
Secy. to the Goot. of India,
Financial Department,

Sn,—By direction of the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,
T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo,
on the subject of publicity in the financial affairs of Government, and to cx-
press the with which the of the intention of the
Right Honorable the Goyernor General in Council therein  communicated
Lias been received by the Members.

But I am further instructed, with reference to the letters which I had the
honer to address tp you on the 25th June and 29th July last, respectfully to
Te-urge the expediency of this promised boon to the mereantile and monetary
community of India being made complete by the publication of estimates, half
yearly or annual, of prospective income and proposed expenditure.

The Committee are quite aware that such statements must be in the most
literal sense merely estimates, Tiable to be materially affected by many unfore-
seen events; but they desire to submit that even this information would be
{ar more satisfactory to the community than the total ignorance in which they
are at present kept on these subjects.
« The promised statements of periodical balances in the Indian Treasuries,”
highly acceptable as they will prove io the public, will lose much of thci;

ix

value in the absence of any estimate of theif intended appropriation ; and the
community might thus be scriously misled by an apparent surplus of money
in those Treasuries on the very eve of considerable withdrawals for public
works or other purposes, .

Entertaining these views, the Committee again solicit the attention of the
Governor General in Council to the advantages derivable from the publica-
tion of such estimates, to be made as analogous in their nature to an English

¢ budget’ as the circumstances of the two countries will permit. .

"I have the honor to be,,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

"H. W. T. WOOD,

(Signed)
: Secretary.

No. 4557.

To e SECRETARY ro rus COMMITTEE or Tue BENGAL
CHAMBER or'.COMMERCE.

Financial Department

Sz,—I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 2nd instant, and in reply to
state that His Lordship in Couneil is unable to comply with the request of the
Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for the publication of pe-
riodical estimates of p ive income and di of the Indian
Government.

I have the honor to be, &c,

(Signed)  C. H. LUSHINGTON,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Council, CIAMBER.
"The 17tk October, 1856.
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E.I. COMPANY'S DRAFTS ON.INDIA.

Benaan Cuamser or CoMaercr,

Calcutta, 27th June, 1856,

To the Secretary of the Bast India and China Association,

Loxpon,

Sir,—The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have been in-
formed that you have recently made attempts to obtain from the Gourt of Di-
rectors of the East India Company some information as to the extent to which
their annual Drafts upon the Indian Government have been, and will be for
the future, affected by the surplus of monies paid them in London by the
various Indian Railway Companies.

. This information, if obtainable, will prove of great importance to all con-
cerned in the trade of India, and in expressing the hope of this Chamber that
your Association will not relax in their efforts to procure it, I am instructed
by the Committee to bring to your notice the great expediency of also endea-
vouring to induce thie East India Company to apportion their annual Drafts
with some regularity over the entire twelve-month, which, it is submitted,
might be done cither by public sale or by invitation of tenders, monthly or
moré frequently, to the rateable extent of the entire year's requirement,

Such a system, while it would give the East India Company every chance
of realizing in the long run the fullest market value for their Bills, would
Temove one very disturbing element from the calculations of Merchants inter-
ested in the Lxchange botween ogland and India, and it is presumed would
be more acceptable to those authorities who manage the local finance of the
latter country, than the present plan by which they are exposed to be drawn
upon by any one Mail to a very large and inconvenient extent,

Col. Sykes, in his interesting Pamphlet upon the External Commerce of Tndia,
professes to shew that the amount annually drawn from the Indian Treasuries
Dby the Court has been an advantage to the English merchant in furnishing
him with the means of paying for a portion of the balance of trade due to India,
Admitting for the sake of argument the truth of this statement, the advan-
tage has been neutralized by the utter uncertainty which has always attended

the extent to which the advertized wants of the Company could be availed of
by merchants at any one time, and by the capricious alterations which
have sometimes been made in the rate of Exchange, to the very serious dis-
turbance of Indian Commerce,

xi

‘Without suggesting any further- details of suchi an improved system, f:hs
Committee trust that it will recommend itsclf to the attention of your Associn-
tion, in which belief they have invited the Chambers of' Gomu{erce at .Bomb'uy,
Madras, Liverpool, Manch and Glasgow, to co-op with you in urging
its-adoption upon the East India Company. ,

I have the honor to be, &c.,

H. W. L WO0O0D,
Sceretary.

. (Singed)

?
i
i
i
i
j
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APPENDIX B.

MINT. ‘ :

No. 180 or 1856-57.

TFrom MAJOR J. H. BELL,
Officiating Mint Master,

To tue SECRETARY 70 Tne CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Sim,—I have the honor to forward draft of a Ru]e*’proposed to be included

in the Mint Code, and, according to the instructions of

Government, to request that you will be so good as, to

;:ﬁ:rm me if the importers of bullion have any objection to offer to the
ule.

* No, 18,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
. Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  J. H. BELL,
Offg. M
Crscornn M, )5 Mint Master.
The 15tk July 1856,

f"‘ 13. The Miv{t Master shall have adiseretionary power to limit the r:umber
of age.nts' deputed by » Proprietor of bullion or coin to attend on bis behalf
or to.dismiss any one without assigning any reason, and call for a substitute. ’

. )
(Signed)  J. I BELL,
Of. Mint Master.

il

Bencan Cramprr or CoMMERCE,
' Caleutla, 22nd July, 1856.

MAJOR J. H, BELL,

Officiating Mint Master,
. * CarcutTA.

Sn,—I have submitted to the Committce of the Chamber of Comimerce
your letter, No 180 of the 15th instant, in which you inquire if importers of
bullion have any objection to offer to a rule proposed to be included in the
Mint Code, copy of which you forward : and I am instructed to state that in
the Committee's opinion the rule in question is not one which importers o
bullion will be disposed to approve of, and they will be glad to be informed
under what circumstances it is proposed to introduce a regulation which
ﬂppcnré to them unusually arbitrary.

l
T have the honor to be, &c.y

(Signed)  H. W. I. WOOD,
‘ Secretary.

No. 213 or 1856-57.

Frox MAJOR J. H. BELL,
Oficiating Mint Master,

To g SECRETARY o Tz CHAMBER or' COMMERCE.

Ste,—1I have the honor, in reply to your letter of the 22nd of July 1856, to
observe that Lieut.-Col. Smith, in February last, under instructions from the
Mint Committee, issued to the merchants of Calcutta the circular of which a
copy is subjoined, to inform them that the spillage belonging to a certain
melting of bullion had been stated to be missing, and to urge the importance
of their employing only careful and trustworthy agents. o

2nd—From the gircumstance thus brought to the notice of the merchants
it will appear that there is good reason for strict precaution agninst loss in the
+premelting room ; and as such loss falls upon the proprictor of the bullion

alone, the merchants are strongly interested in the validity of the established
.afe guards.
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3rd—Licut-Col. Smith was of opinion that while every merchant would
o his best to protect his own interests he could not be expeeted to be equally
careful of those of others, and that in the exercise of his discretion to intro-
duce any number of agents to superintend his meltings, he might often cause
risk to-the other valuable property in the same room, and close at hand, It
was, therefore, Lieut.-Col. Smith's desire that, for the sake of general pro-
tection and for no other reason, the Mint Master should be vested with
authority to control the arrangements and proceedings of all parties. Iu go
doing, he would, as the Chamber of Commerce remarks, act arbitrarily, for
there would be no appeal from his decision ; but this, it appears to me, is not
open to objection, when it is considered that neither the Mint nor the Govern-
ment has any interest in the matter, and that the measure is designed for the
public benefit alone,
4th—The premelting, cutting and burning rooms form no part of the
Mint, but are necessarily under the control of the Mint Master,
his own officers in ascertaining
the bullion tendered for coinage.
Hence, since no authority but the Mint Master's can be established in the
" rooms, it is for the mercharits to decide whether they will entrust to that
officer the protection of their general interests, or leave those interests to the
risk of injury from the 1 dings of individ

who employs
by the processes in quostion the integrity of

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt Sel-vnnt,

(Signed) 7. 1. BELL,
N - Offz. int M
Catcurra M, } T Mint Master,

The 24tk July 1856.

—_—
CIRCULAR,
Trox LIEUT.-COL, J. T. sMITH,
o Mint Master,
- .

GENTLEMEN,—A cage having recently oceurred in which part of the s
belonging to a melting of bullion, previous to delivery at the mint sen)
stated to be missing, I have been directed to inform you of the cirew

pillage
le, was
mstance,

xv
and to eall your attention to the great importance of employing careful and
trustworthy agents, and none others, to attend the delivery qf your n'cnm{re,
in nddition to any further precautions to protect your interests you mn‘yv think
necessary.
T have the honor to be,
Gentlemen, ‘
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) " J. 7. SMITH,
Mint Master.
Carcurra MinT, .
edy 1856.
The 1st February, S (True Copy)
. (Signed)  J. H. BELL,

Offy. Mint Master.

BexcaL CuaMBER or CoMMERCE,
Calcutta, 29t% July, 1856,

To MAJOR J. H. BELL,
Officiating Mint Master.

Sir,—I am directed to- state in reply to your letter, No. 213 of the Etl't[x
instant, that having collected the opinions of the chief importers oI: Dbullion
upon the proposed introduction into the Mint Code of the rule subl.mned for
the consideration of the Chamber of Commerce, the strongest objecuov‘us llm{c
been urged against the measure, and all partics have been lmnnifnous in their
xrcjection of a proposal under which their property might be lefs in the hands
of irresponsible agents.

I am instructed, however, by the Committee to inquire whether the Govern-
ment would consent to hold itself responsible for the property of importers if
the entire custody of it passed into the hands of the authorities at the Mint.
At present no such liability attaches to them, and the proposed Rule would
appear to deprive in some degree the agents of importers of control over
the bullion entrusted to their charge.

I have &e.,

(Signed) © H. W. I. WOOD,
Secrelary.
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No. 265 or 1856-57.
Frox MAJOR J. I, BELL,
Offs. Mint Master,

To tne SECRETARY 1o tre CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Str,—T have the honor, with reference to your letter of the 20th July 1856,
? N oot "

* Dated 5t August, 1856, 1© fm\f:mi copy ofa comummcnl.mn from the Ning

Committee in answer to the enquiry of the merchants
on the subject of the custody of their bullion by Government. «

Thave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt.Servant,

(Signed)  J. I BELL, B
Off. Mint Master.

Carcorra Mixt,

Tlhe 11tk dugust, 1356. § -

—_—

No. 95,
To MAJOR J. H. BELL, .
Off. Mint Master.

Stm,—In xeply to your letter No. 29, dated the 1st
the Miut Committee to.inform you
never consent 1o incur any Tespon:
previous to assay,

August, T am directed by
that in their opinion Government would
sibility in respect of merchants’ bullion
2ud. The objections of the merchants

and the consequent non-publication
of Rule 13 have been reported for the information of Government,

Ihave, &e.,

(Signed)  E. . IARRISON,

. Scerelary.

ALCUTTA
Myt Coxyurrrer's Orrrck,
The 5th dugust, 1556,

(True Copy,)

(Signed)  J. . BELL,
Offg, Mint Master.,

APPENDIX C.

THE MUTLAH.

Bexean CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Calculla, 25th July, 1856.
W. GREY, Esquire,
Secretary to the Gort. of Bengal.

Str,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, having been informed that
many vessels from Europe may be expected in the river Mutlah in the ensuing
cold scason and that the bulk of their cargoes will consist of salt, are desirous

of requesting the i ion of the H ble the Licut o
the absence of any provision for such probable demand for accommodation,
and to the i of making i 1 ar i

anticipation thereof.

Lo meet the case of such eargoes it has been suggested that, until permancut
golabs are built, large country boats under proper supervision would answer
the purpose, and afford adequate protection as regards the revenue. .

The Committee beg also to call His Honor’s attention to the condition of
the road leading to the Mutlah, which is reported to be in an unfinished state ;
and as great convenience to the public would result from its conxlllcfiou' they
respectfully urge that this may be aflected with as little delay as possible,

The insufliciency of the Ballinghatta Canal for the considerable traflic pass-
ing throughit has again been brought to the notice of the Chamber ol"Cmn-
merce, and the Committee will be glad to learn that the Government of Ben.
gal is prepared to make such improvements as will render the C:mn} equal
to the large addition to the traflic which will be created by the establishment
of an auxiliary port in the Mutlah,

The Committee ave given to understand that . private Company would be
prepared to undertake the required imp il a lease of the tolls, with

privileges suflicient for their protection, were granted, and the Committee are:

requested to ascertain if the Government would consent to such an arrange-
ment.

D

|
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The great interest taken by the Lieutenant Governor in all the circumstances
conncoted with the river Mutlah, assures the Committee that His Honor will
remove any obstacle to its eventual adoption as a port for some of the increas-
ing trade of Bengal, and render every assistance to those who are engaged in it,

They therefore submit these questions for His orders, confident :l.mc the .
will receive every favorable consideration. ) 7

I have the honor to be, &e.,

(Signed)  I. W.I WOOD,

Secretary.

. v

No. 1147,

Trox rus SECRETARY 1o e GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
; s

To tne SECRETARY 7o tur’ BENGAL CHAMBER op COMMERCE.
Fort William, the 6l August, 1856,
.

Sim,—The Right Honorable the Governor
e 1 rnor General in Couneil ing inti.
mated :tn ?pnmon,.under date the 18th ultimo, with reference“t:c:‘lnh:w;g ":h-
g)r stationing a Light Vessel at the outer entrance of the Matlah W'It?: o
stnbh?h'ment of Pilots, that further enquiries should be mmy'le e Em{‘“
p;!ohnbxmy t'h'ere is of the Mutlah being resorted to as a channel of :S t‘;’ "
it probabilty there s of tho i tade continuing on its previous fou o,
H am dl.x-ecbcfl by the Lieutenant Governor to request that the Chasmbaoem'g,
favor him with a full exposition of its opinion upon those points il

Thave the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

. (Signed) V. GREY,
' Secy. lo the Govl, of Bengal.

x

Benean CraMper oF CoMMERCE,
Calcutta, 22nd August, 1856.
W. GREY, Esa.,
Se'ny. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Sm,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1147 of
the 6th instant.

The Committee instruct me to sny that " in their opinion every additional
facility aflorded by Government for the appronch to, and navigation of, the
river Mutlah, will be an 1 i to ) to resort to it
28 o chanuel of trade.

The attention of ship-owners and others in Europe has been drawn to' the
advantages which it is represented the Mutlah has over the Hooghly, with
regard to facility of and ption from the difficulties which
attend a vessel's progress to and from Calcutta.

They are also aware that o considerable portion of the produce imported
jnto Caleutta from the Eastern Districts of Bengal comes by way of the Mut-
Iah, and other channels in the Soonderbunds, and that its cost would necessa-
xily be less if it could be arrested in its further progress, free from increased
risk and expense of transit, and shipped from a less distant port. Ifa better
market could thus be thrown open, easy of access, and with no heavy charges
imposed on those who may venture there, it would appear reasonsble to assume
that merchants would naturally resort to it in preference to the dearer mart,

and more expensive port, of Calcutta. .
The-Committee are informed that the trade in grain of all descriptions, and
in rice ially, is likely to be v ly p d on the Mutlah, and

they believe that nothing could tend more to encourage it than the establish-
ment of a suitable locality for its development and protection.

1 have the honor to be, &e.,

(Signed) ~ H. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.

-
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Benean Cmamerr or Comnrrcr,
Calcutta, Gtk September, 1856,
W. GREY, Esq.,
Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal,

Sim,—With reforence top
Tam desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce respectfully to'
state their opinion, that the declaration of the Mutlah as a free port for the
article of rice, which is at present the staple best procurable there, would be
" attended with highly desivable results; and that the advent of vessels to load
rice would ere long test the merits of the locality in many ways, maritime and’
sanatory.

The Committee trust that the H. ble the Lieut
regard this as not an unreasonable g r
favorable consideration and approval.

Tt has been suggested to the Commit;
convenient supply of fresh water in th
vessels would mogt probably anchor, and that this would be remedied if a
large tank were made on the Government grant. The Committec bring this
also to His Honor's notice, and trust he will sanction

iveto the river Mutlah,

el

nor will
epresentation, and that it will receive his

tee that there is o’ great want of o
© neighbouropd of the locality, where

the early commencement

of the work.

I have the honor to be, &e.,

(Signed)  H, W. 1, woop,
Secretary.
'
—_—
BENGAL Cmanmsen or Commerer,
Caloutta, 9t September, 1856,

W. GREY, Esq,

Secy. to the Goot, of Bengal,

Str—With reference to
relative to the Mutlah being declared o fr

- should have stated that the Committee's rec
exemption from dufy onl
twelve-month, and wag

the representation in my letter of the Gth instant,
ee port for the article of rice, T

ommendation was limited to itg
y during the remainder of this

not intended to he general, I

year and the ensuing
Lave therefore to re-

xxi

quest you will be good enough to receive this- correction of my former com-
ml;“l:zﬂg::mi(.tee have been moved by parties who are interested in tI:w matter
to submit for the i i ideration of the I le the L
Goverhor the question of allotting to those who Wi'sll to build there xznd make
other arrangements for carrying on commercial operations, some portion of the
lands which are at present in posscssion of the Government, « .

“The Committe hope that le applicants for such may
be permitted to hold assignments of land and ritler frontage, and t}.mt that
permission may be given sufficiently early to admit of the approaching cold
season being availed of by them. *

T have the honor to be, &e.,

(Signed)  H. W.'I. WOOD,
Secretary. |




APPENDIX D.

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT.

BencaL Cramner o CoMMERCE,
Coloutia, 5th June, 1856.

‘W. GREY, Lsquire,
Secy. to the Government of Bengal.

Ste,—T am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of letters, Nos. 283 of the
9th, and 323 of the 30th ultimo, on the subject of making legislative provision
for protection, while in England, of Lasears, Asiatic Sailors, and other Natives
from this country. The latter No. forwards copy of the Merchant Shipping

" Act Amendment Act. ) -

The Cbmmittee of the Chamber of Commerce are of opinion- that, while
they would be glad to sce useful measures adopted for securing to those people,
during their stay in England, a greater degree of protection from distress
than it would appear is now available, any enactment by whicli employers and
employed would be affected and interfered with would not promote the
shipping interests of this and other ports in India, If, to ensure good treat-
ment to natives and their safe return to this country, penalties of too heavy
a nature be imposed, the system of vessels engaging Lascar crews would be
terminated to the manifest disadvantage of ship-owners and the native
seamen who at present resort to it for their mutual benefit,

Of the considerable amount of European shipping that visits the port of
Culeutta, a large proportion consists of vessels between whose owners at
Home and the consignees or charterers here there may not be much con-
nexion or mutual interest; and should they need—as they oceasionally do—
the services of native seamen the difficulty of supplying them would be great,
as such consignees would certainly decline to enter into engagements for the
ultimate return of the Lascars to India,

xxiii

This Committee however conceive that no difficulty would arise in framing
regulations by which masters of ships, engaging Lascar crews to Englnnd,
might be compeiled to bind themselves and their owners for all the provi ons
of the contemplated Act ; for it is but reasonable that penalties and liabilities
should apply only to those on whose account they are incurred.

1 have, &e.y

(Signed)  H.W. I WOOD,
o Secretary

Benaan Cmamper or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 21st August 1856.

W. GREY, Esquir,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Str,—T ari desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 473 ﬂf‘
the: 9th instant, giving cover to copy of a Draft of Bill relating fo Merchant
Shipping in India, and to state that in the opinion of the Comm‘n‘me of i,!:le
Chamber of Commerce the Draft Act does not contnin any thing that will
prove objectionable to merchants and ship agents in this country, with the
exception of one portion of Section “XII, which enacts that any expenses
incurred at Home by the E. L Company on behalf of a destitute Lascar shall
be recoverable from the agent of the ship which conveyed him there, sntfl\
agent having joined in the agreement by which the Lascar was engaged in
India.

In my letter of the 5th June it was represented that the connexion of an
agent in this country with the owners of a ship bound to Burope was oft.en
merely temporary; and the Committee think that while abundant security
would be found in the vessel itself, its master and owners, it would be a
hardship if any personal responsibility were demanded from the agent.

The Committee therefore recommend thaf the V. and XII Sections be
amended to the extent of exempting an agent from the operation of the Act.

1 have, &e.,
(Signed)  H.W.IL WOOD,

Secretary.

wy



APPENDIX E.

SUPREME COURT SESSIONS.

. Calcutta, 29th July
To Tuz HONORABLE Stz J. V. COLVILE, Kr., ’Tns HgJL\’I(‘)sng'BLF
Siz ARTHUR BULLER, K, asp rue HONORABLE Sz C. R. M‘
JACKSON, Kr., Chief Justice and Puisne Judges of the Supreme Cvu;-l ;
Judicature of Fort William, Bengal. o
The Petition of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,

Snewers,—That the Grand Jury list necessarily includes the names of a
large number of commercial men and others engaged in mercantile pursuit
whose withdrawal from their business at certain seasons i o0 it
considerable inconvenience, ) > stiended vith

Your Petitioners understand that the 7 Criminal Session.
fixed for 7th January, 1st Mareh, 14th April, 15th June,
October and 4th December. OF these the January,
materially interfere with the business of your I;
matter of much i , in

s for the year are
, 10th August, 220d
June, and October sessions
ctitioners, to whom it is o
¢ quence of the dep of the Overland
Mail f?r Europe on or about those dates, that their time should be devoted
exclusively to their own affairs,

u,YD"r Petitioners therefore pray that the Criminal Sessions may be held'in
u e months of January, June, and October, on other days than those bitherto

ixed, and subsequent to the departure of the English Mails.

service as Grand Jurors, from which they Pray to be rel
And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pra;
By order of the Committee on bebalf of the Bengal Cf

ieved,

hamber of Commerce,

H. W. L WOOD,

Secretary, -

XXV

TFrox tae CLERK or tue CROWN,

;jl‘o rus SECRETARY or tur BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Stm,—In answer to the Memorial forwarded by you on behalf of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce to the Honorable the Judges of the Supreme Court,
T am directed fo inform you that the Judges will willingly make such an
alteration of the days at present fixed for holding the January, June, and
October Sessions as will relieve Merchants and other Members of the Grand
Jury from the'inconvenience of which they complain, provided it be consistent
with the due administration of Criminal Justice and the delivery of the
Jail at convenient intervals. I have therefore to fequest that you will con-
sider in communication with me what definite proposed alteration in those
months should be laid before the Judges for their approval.

With respect to the last paragraph of your letter I am directed to observe
that in very few communities in which the institution of trial by Jury obtains,
are the duties of those who as Jurymen are called upon 4o devote_some por-
tion of {heir time to the administration of Justice so light as those of the
Members of the Calcutta Grand Jury, and that pending the proposal to
abolish the Grand Jury altogether it is scarcely necessary to revise the Grand
Jury Rules, since if the proposal be adopted it will be a question whether
the existing privileges of those who are on that list can be maintained, nnd
whether they ought not to take their fair share of the duties of Petty Jurymen?

With regard to the latter part of the memorial as to the:omission of parties
liable to be summoned, I request you will kindly favor me with further par-
ticulars on this point to enable me to communicate with the Sheriff who is
the Regulator of summoning the Grand Jury, and who is most desirous that

all gentlemen qualified to sit on {he Grand Jury should b regularly summoned.

I have the honor to be,
B Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

. ’ (Signed) M. HOLROYD,
- Clerk of the Crown.

’ CaxrcurTa,
Suvereme Court, Crown Orrict, .
The 2nd August, 1856,
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Brrean Cnamper or Commerce,
Caleutta, 13th August, 1866.

H. HOLROYD, Esquir,
Clerk of the Crown.

Sie,—I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, and to expross
their sati ion at the willi of the le the Judges of the
Supreme Court to comply with the petition of the Chamber, if consistent with
the convenicnce of tlie Court,

Under present contract arrangements, the Mail Steamers will leave Calcutta
on the 28rd October, 9th January, and 19th June: and the Committee on
behalf of the Chamber desire me to say that if fwo clear days after the
departure of .those Vessels be_allowed, that would be sufficient to enable
parties to prepare for their attendance if summoned for the Grand Jury : if
thisbe conceded, the dates for the Criminal Sessions in these months would
be the 25th, 11¢h, and 21st, respectively, instead of the 22nd, 7th, and 15th,
as at present fixed. The Committee respectfully submit that this would be a
great convenience to the petitioners, and trust that the Honorable the Judges
will be pleased to sanction the alterations prayed for.

With reference to the concluding paragraph of your letter the Committee
direct me to observe that for several sessions past the names of only 2 Civil
Servants—Messrs. Snell and Cockly h been returned as serving on
the Grand Jury. Though they believe that gentlemen in that service holding
the appoi of ies to G are specially exempt from
attendance, still the Committee do not perceive why only two of its Mem-
bers should be called upon to share in a duty which devolves on the rest of
the Commaunity. Lo

The Committee gladly accept the assurance that the Sheriff is anxious that *
all gentlemen qualified to sit on the Grand Jury should be regularly sum- *
moned : but they are credibly informed that summonses are not invariably
issued with the accuracy and regularity which that officer would desire,

. I have, &,

(Signed)  H. W. I WOOD,

Secretary

xxvii
TFronm te CLERK or Tnr CROWN, B
To T SECRETARY To T BENGAL CIIAMBER or COMMERCE.

Sie,—In acknowledging the receipt of your letter, I have the honor to
inform you that the Honorable the Judges of the Supreme Court have grant-
ed the application of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce so far as relates to
the Sittings of the Criminal Sessions during the months of January, June,
and October, and have accordingly fixed the Eleventh January, the Twenty-
first June, and the Twenty-fifth October of each and every year for the
Sessions in those months until further orders. o

ith reference to the Srd paragraph of your letter under notice, I beg
to state for the information of the Chamber of Commerce that I have for-
warded a copy of that puragraph to the Sheriff. s
I have the honor to be, "

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

H. HOLROYD,
Clerh of the Crown.

(Signed)

Orerx or TR Crown’s OFFIGE,

Surremz Court, }
11tk September, 1556,

BenGan Cnamsrr or Commrrce,
Calcutta, 19tk September 1856.
1. IIOLROYD, Esquinr, '
. Clerk of the Crown. ;
Sim,—1I am directed to request you will have the goodness to submit to the
Honorable the Judges of the Supreme Court the thanks of the Chamber of
Commerce for their complinnce with its application for alteration of the dates
of the sittings of the Criminal Sessions in the months of January, June,
and October.

I have the honor to be, &e.,

. (Signed) , M. W.I WOOD,
Secretary.
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. E e MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
o« A —
E g 52 88 8 il Allan, Deffell and Co. Lovell, I, P.
§ - e . prd Apear and Co. Livingston, Withers and Co.
3 - g Anderson, V., Agent Oriental Bank,| Lyall, James and Co.
E 5 Atkingon, Tilfon and Co. Larocke, C.
e - Borsadile, John and Co, Mackillop, Stewart and Co.
= ig : Braddon and Co. Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co. -
2 ae| B E Corlisles, Neplews and.Go. Malcolm and Co,
NS zg| wSE 2 cﬁ;'recrﬂ ‘James Jun. and Co ﬁ::lf: ey el and Co.
3 ° BR|:4Es K Cowell, James, : May, Pickford and Co.
5o I CEeE - golwell M e Moran, W and Co.
H . 10w olvin, Ainslie, Cowie and Co. Oxford, J. and Co.
§ g i1 SZ§ Crodke, Grey and Co, Botorsan, - T wad Co. '
& i Zgf .88 | DeSouza, Thos. and Co. Penrce, Macrae and Co.
g A I ' Eurrschm&dé Grob, Sand and Co. | Deel, Bellairs ind Co.
' : 58, iThe c wing an Pennington and Co.
e 3 s ‘B n;zy\l\'gl.mf, W. S, 7. Sy Agent Conmer- Totier and Co.
3 uf e 2 ial Bank of d Co.
s e Toster, Rogers and Co. | Drean
v & s &7 28z Torrester, Chas. Pebmoller, G. and Co, ~ ®
s g 25 T3¢ Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Co. Ralli. Brothers.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

adopted at a General Meeting of the Chamber, on Mon-
day, the 9th day of May 1853. '

First ...... That the Society shall be styled “Tur Bencarn Crad-
BER or ComMERCE.” |

Second ... That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over
and protect the general interests of Commerce ; to
collect information on all matters of interest to the
Mercantile Community, and to use every means
within its power, for the removal of evils, the redress
of gri , and the p ion of the
good; to communicate with avthorities and indivi-
dual parties thereupon; to form a code of Ppractice
whereby the transaction of business may be simpli-
fied and facilitated ; toreceive references and to arbi-
trate between disputants. The decisions in such
references being recorded for future guidance,

Third ...... That it being highly desirable not to Trecognize any prin-

ciple of exclusion, all persons engaged or interested

in the Commerce or Shipping of Bengal, shall, upon

payment of the Subscription and on signature of the

xxxi .

Rules and Regulations, be admissible as Members in
the manner hereinafter described.

Fourth ... That Candidates for admission, proposed by one Mem-
ber and seconded by another, shall be ballotted
for, and a majority of votes shall decide the
election. .

Fifile «..... That voting by proxy, or by Members whose Subscrip-
tions are in arrears, be not allowed.

Sixth..esess That the Chamber reserves to itself the right of expel-
ling any of its Members; such expulsion to be de-
cided by the votes of three-fourths of the Members
ofsthe Chamber, ‘

Seventl¥... That a'majority of the firms constituting the Chamber
shall be held sufficient to form any General Mecting,
at which, although two or more partners of one firm
be present, they are to count in voting as only one
Member; and no two Members of ohe firm can be
at the same time Members of the Committee.

Eightlt ... That the monthly Subscription of each Member or firm
be Rupees 16, subject hereafter to increase or reduc-
tion as may be decided by a General Meeting.

Ninth ... That the business and funds of the Chamber shall be

) d by a C ittee of seven Memk con-

sisting of the President and Vice-President, and
five Members, to be clected annually at a General
Meeting of the Chamber in the month of May ; the
President or, in his absence, the. Vice-President,
being Ex-Officio Chairman of the Committee, and
in the absence of the Piesident and Vice-President,
the Committee to elect its own Chairman. Four to
form a quorum; the Chairman, in cases of equality,
. having the casting vote. .
. That the Committee shall meet on such day of every
week as it may fix as most convenient, for the pur-
pose of transacting such business as may come within
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the Limits of the objects of the Chamber,'nud that itg

proceedings be Iaid on the table open to the inspection

of Members, subject to such regulations as the Com.-
: mittec may deem expedient,

Eleventh... That ies in the C. ¢ created by the absence
of Members from the Presidency for two months, or
by departure for Burope, or by death, be filled up at

! a General Meeting by a majority of the Members
Ppresent thereat,

<+« That the Secretary he elected by the Committee ;
such eléction to be subject to confirmation at the next
ensuing General Meeting, ¢ .

Thirteenth. That the General Meetings of the Chamber be held

from time to time as the Committee for the time
being may deem necessary. That a Special General .
Meeting shall be called [Jy the President, or, in his
absence, by the Vice-President, or by his order on
the requisition of any five firms, Members of the
Chamber, to be held within five days subsequent to ,
the receipt of such requisition.

That all Proceedings of the Committee be subject to
approval or otherwise of General Meetings duly con- .
vened. . )

Fifteenth. That strangers visiting the Presidency may be intro-

duced as Honorary Members for. two months by any
Member of the Chamber, inserting their names in a
book to be kept for that purpose.

Sizteenth... That the Committee be emp
which shall not be of any

- a General Meeting.

That an Annual Report of the Proceedings be prepar-

. ed; and, after being approved of at a General Meet-

ing, printed and circulated,

" Eighteenth, That the above Rules be added to,

Twelfth

'Fourteenth.

owered to make Bye-laws,
foree until approved of by

Seventeenth.,

or altered, only by

a majority of Members of the Chamber.

g
fl
\
i

xxxiii

i inted, and an authenti-
i foregoing Rules be printed, -
Nintantl Th::t‘j:lccopy gsul):cribed by each Member on admls,sI:;)n ;
5
De kept as part of the records of the Chamber. Tha

printed copies be forwarded to Members of the Cham-

h
ber, to the Secretary to Government, and ) tob;ui (:
. . N
!)th’el' parties or authorities as it may be (lelsu'n oo
make acquainted with the objects and Rules o

Association.

A ame
¥ The Seventh Rule, as modified at a General Meeling of1 Sl;zz Cham.
o ber, held on Monday, the 27ih day of November, .

3

That any number of Members present shall be held I:o fonsi:;tlllll;z
ot i i i he Rules o
i formity with t
Meeting, called in conl i i

“IGG“ET:I ix"o‘ie ﬂ\:’ despatch of ordinary buslufzss, but th:;ta::;
C‘:‘:‘:i; the Rules of the Society can be consl(lered];zxcepof i
E}‘euegrx\l Meeting at which the majority of the Members
Chamber shall be present.

+ The following Rules were adopted at a General Meeting of the
Chamber, held on the 18th May, 1853 :—

That the Subscription for individual Members o'f the Char-nher
be Rupees 10 per mensem, while those alone carrying on business
under any style or firm, do pay Rupees 16 per mensem, as re-

lved at the Chamber’s last Meenng. !
* ';Tmt the Subscription for Mofussil Members be two Gold Mo
hurs, or Company’s Rupees 32, per annum.

», M. CRANENDERGH, DENGAL MILITARY ORFPHAN PRESS.
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