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Procéediﬂgs of a General Meeting of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce, held on Tuesday, the 27th May,
1856.

Davio Cowis, Esq., President, in the Chair.

Tue Report of the Committee’s Proceedings for the
half-year ended 30th April having heen read by the *
Chairman, it was unanimously resolved (on the proposi-
tion of Mr. James Rose, seconded by Mr. N. Maniachi)
that the Report of the Committee be received.

Messrs. Robert and Charriol, and Mr. Decimus Jenkins
(of Mirzapore) who had been admitted as Members of
the Chamber, subject to confirmation by the present Meet-
ing, were unanimously elected.

Messrs. James Macdonald and N. Maniachi having
been requested to examine the votes for Office-bearers for
the ensuing year, those Gentlemen returned the names of
Mr. D. Cowie and Mr. J. N. Bullen as President and 7

- Vice-President, and Messrs. W. Blundell, W. Maitland, E. ki
D. Kilburn, C. H. Bailey, and George Brown, as Mem-
bers of the Committee.

Proposed by Mr. James Rose, seconded by Mr. James
Church, Junior, and resolved unanimously, that the
cordial thanks of this Meeting are due and be given to
the late Committec for their attention to the interests of
the Chamber.

The Mecting separated after a vote of thanks to the
Chair. :

H. W. L WOOD, Secretary.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
HALF-YBARLY REPORT OF TG COMMITTEE.

Your Committee have to submit the following
Report of their proceedings for the Half-year, ended
on the 30th ultimo.

In November last, they addressed the Government
of India, on the subject of publicity being given to
the accounts of the Bank of Bengal, and to the

financial position of the Indian treasurics, including

a periodical estimate of revenue and expenditure.

The Bank Directors, on the suggestion of Govern-
ment, commenced the weekly publication of their
balance sheet in January ; and it will be scen by
correspondence in the Appendix, that the Governor
General in Council promised {urther consideration to
the request for publicity of Treasury balances, hut
absolutely declined to accede to that, for the issuc of
a periodical estimate of income and outlay on the
public service.

It has been asserted that it would he impracti-
cable to furnish such an cstimate half-ycarly, or
cven annually, since both income and expenditure
are subject to so many fluctuations and contingen-
cies ; but the Committee have been unable to sce
why, under a proper system of accounts, it could
not be given, with at least such an approximation to
the truth, as would be infinitely preferable to the
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complete obscurity on the financial prospects of the
country, in which the public have heretofore heen
kept.

This important matter has heen urged at home in
three - different channels, by the Chambers of Com-
merce of the three Presidencies; Bombay, through
the Board of Control; Madras, by the advocacy of
Mr. Bright, M. P.; and Bengal, through the Last
India and China Association, and there are good
grounds for believing that these representations will
ere long he successful.

The refusal of Government to introduce at the
Mint, a system whereby the importer of silver
should reccive a certificate, entitling him to realize
at once 2-8rds of the value of his deposit, has heen
coupled with a promise, that the strength of the
Assay Department shall be increased, so as to obviate
a recurrence of the vexatious delays of which Mer-
chants and Banks had complained.

Tt is possible that the issuc of such certificates,
lowever acceptable to importers, on any unusually
Jarge arrival of bullion occurring from abroad, might
place the General Treasury at a disadvantage, and
the Committee have for the present not re-urged the
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Mails have long been carried, have an carly prospect
of being successful, under the ability which that
Company will shortly acquire, by the cessation of the
war, to re-place their ineflicient vessels on the Indian
line by some of their powerful transports {rom the
Mediterrancan and the Black Sea.

The Chamber has co-operated with the Indigo
Planters’ Association in petitioning the Legislative
Council for an Act limiting liability.

Your Committee record with satisfaction the pass-
ing of an Act which gives to bond jide holders of
Bills of Lading, all rights which belonged to the
original shipper, but they were not successful in in-
ducing the Legislative Council to add to this Act a
clause giving shippers of goods a more summary
remedy than is afforded by a suit in equity, to compel
Commanders of ships to sign Bills of Lading, where
their Officers have granted the ordinary receipts.

The Government of Bengal some months ago
sought the opinion of the Committee, on the long
mooted question of the construction -of Wet Docks
at this port. In their reply, which will be found in
Appendix I, the Committoe have stated their con-
viction that the cstablishment of Wet Docks on the

7] measure, in the hope that the promised addition to Hooghly, supposing the capital for them to be readily
£ . the establishment will remove the evil complained of. forthcoming, would appear subordinate to the future
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The Admiralty have accorded to the Governor course of the Mutlah question, and the junction of
the two rivers by rail or ship canal.
In February last, the Committee had a long and Apeendix G.
. interesting interview with Mr. Stephenson, Manag- o Muld

ing Director of the Rast Indian Railway Company,
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for twenty-four hours. The remonstrances of the
Chamber, at the deplorably slow rate at which these
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followed up by a correspondence which will he found
in the Appendix, the purport of whichonay be briclly
stated as follows: thab time and private enterprise
ily working out the question of

are slowly bul, st
the extent to which the river Mutlah is available as
an anxiliary port Lo Caleutta, and that when this
can be estimated, with some certainty, the Jast Tn-
dian Railway Company will e quite prepared 1o
undertake the construction of aline of yail, which

ghall conneet the two rivers, ab the most, advantage-

ous point which can be sclected, with special yefer-
ence to the ultimate bridging of the Tooghly.

11, is posgible that, the great revulsion which Tag
faken place in the value of Rice in the markets of
Turope, may considerably diminish the number of
directed 1o the Mutlah in the present year,

ves:

and thus temporarily defer the complete solution of

ity eligibility ag a Joading port.
In the meantime Govermment, have huoyed ofl the
yiver, and the Collector of Custons is p ed 1o

place such an establishinent there
ships visiting it may scem to demand. On this sub-
jeel your Committee call atiention to an interesting
report, from Me. 15 1. Kilburn, as one of a deputn-
tion from the Chamber who visited the Mutlah in
March last.

Tn their Tagt Half-ycurly Report your Committee
bricfly snentioned that they were endeavonring fo
obtain from Government, an agsimilation of the dutics

on British and Forcign goods, and the removal, from
the Tist of wrticles paying duty, of @ number of items

ag the numnber of

on which the agrregate colleclions were compara-
tively small. The Bowrd of Revenue called for o
report from the Collector of Customs, who gave his
cordial assent to the proposed mcasures, hul, coupled

it with o recomnmendation that the deficit which the

Revenue would probably suffer shoald he made good
by the imposition of an additional duty on other
articles.

The grounds on which your Commitlee have felt
it their duty to protest mosl strongly againgl, 1his

infliction on Commerce, so much al variance with

sound free-trade principles, will he found in Appen-
dix 1.

I'he Committee have exerted themselves 1o induce
the Government, of India, to take mcasures for a re-
duction of the transit duties levie
States in the North-West, ly in the in-
stance of the Rewal Rajah, who has Jaid nost
oppressive dutics on Merchandise pas
hig territory.

The erection of shuds on the Custom ouse Wharf
hag progressed hut slowly.

by independent,

and eg)e

sing through

The Tioport one will he
available by the ensuing raing, and the construction
of o Jarger Tixport, one Das heen authorized Dy the
Bengal Government, on an - estimate
Rupees 41,970-10-11, which, as it iy in
previous estimalke, i6 i unde

amounting 1o

sess of the
ood slill requires (he
sanction of the Supreme Govermment.
The suggested increase to the River Moorings,
. " . )
which yow (,mmm‘l Lee have so long, and go urgently
Lrought to the notice of Govermment, standy at pro-
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sent in this position,—that a new plan of Captain
Divie Robertson’s for raising the number of fixed
Moorings sufficiently to accomamodate 156 vessels, or,
in case of urgent necessity, 176, has been sanctioned
Dy Government, and the additional stores required
for this purpose have been indented for from Eng-
land. The proposed scheme for swinging Moorings
in the stream has for the present not been sanction-
ed, the Master Attendant, (at present Officiating as
Superintendent of Marine,) considering that there are
serious practical objections to such a plan.

On the 4th December last, your Committee urged
upon the Chicf Magistrate the expediency of hiving
the Strand Bank between the Custom House and the
Mint, metalled, to facilitate the excessive traflic in
the landing and shipment of goods which daily occurs
on nearly the whole of that line.

The Chicf Magistrate has for the present taken
steps to have metalled the range of ground between
the Bonded Ware-house and Jackson’s Ghaut, at a
cost of Company’s Rupees 4,799:8-9, and your Com-
niittee are in hopes of obtaining the application of
the same process to the {ull extent originally asked.

In March last, your Committee received from the
Government of Bengal, copies of certain correspon-
dence regarding the improvement of the bank of the
viver, from Chandpaul Ghaut to the Northern end of
the town, the Jeading feature of which was an esti-
mate from Colonel Goodwyn, the Chicf Engincer, for
aplan of piers, wharfs, sheds, &., extending about
1,200 yards up the river, ab an estimated outlay of
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séventeen' lakhs of Rupees. This was accompanied
by a suggestion from Mr. Hodgson Pratt, for the
erection of floating stages, alongside of which vessels
could lic, in the mode which has been found to work
so satisfactorily in the river Mersey.

The reply of the Committee upon these points will
be found in Appendix M.

In the same month, your Commiltee were called
upon by the Government of Bengal for their opinion
upon a proposition submitted by Captain J. A. Carrie,

O"ISi,l“ll' of Merehant seamen, for abolishing alllicens-
ing Offices, and nominating the existing
ce the sole authorized channcl through which
crews, whether Buropean or Native, should e shipped.

As the general body of the Chamber comprises
many 1 \lcmbms largely interested in shipping, the
Committee circulated this proposal among them, and
the result was the expression of a unanimous and
unmistakeable opinion, that not only was the creation
ol this momnopoly in shipping crews utterly uncalled
{or, and likely to prove mischicvous in its operation,
but that the existing Registry Office for Seamen was
a total failure, a hindrance and loss to Comunerce,
and that its abolition ought to be urgently called for,

Under these cireumstances your Commitfee address
ed the Bengal Government on the Ist April, in terms
{or which sce Appendix N.

The following subjects have also occupied the at-
tenition of the Committce, but it does not appear
neeessary to append copies of cor l‘cspondumc con-
neeted with them :

4\]\||L\uﬂ|\

ogis-
Ty onm

N.




10

Light Howo 18t Furnishing the Government of Bengal, at their

on the e request, with data to prove the vast advantage to

Commeree which would ensue {from the ercetion of a

light-house on the great Basses near Ceylon, and the

large number of vessels which might fairly be made
contributories to its cost.

Chinn Mes.  2ndly.  Obtaining from the Government of India
ey 19 hermission to receive the Chamber’s China messages
by Telegraph, from Kedgeree fice of cost, on the same
terms as the London messages from Bombay.

srdly. On a representation to the Superintendent

of Marine of the inconvenience experienced by ship-
pers of silver to Arracan and Burmah, in the very
limited time during which the Government Stcamers
were allowed to reccive if, obtaining a modification
of the rule to the extent that specie, in hoxes of 3,000
Rupees and upwards, shall be received on board for
two days previous to the Steamer’s departure. ‘

And lastly, endeavouring to arrange with the Postal
and Marine Authoritics, that letters for Commanders
“ of inward-bound vesscls, sh: Al be reecived on hoard

the Pilot Brigs at the Sandheads, to be delivered

Shipment of

3

where practicable.

. The advantage of such an arrangement will be
evident, with special reference to its cnabling Agents
or Owners, to order ships to the Mutlah without
incurring any port charges for entering the Hooghly.

Your Committec have much satisfaction in an-
nouncing the aceession of cleven new members during
the past half-year, and have to note the withdrawal

- of four in the same period,

R e 3
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A statement of the finances of the Chamber is . Tunds
appended ; in connexion with which the Committee
may here record, that from the 1st of January last
they have raised the salary of their Sccretary, Mr.
H. W. I. Wood, {from 400 Rupees per mensem
‘to 500.

DAVID COWIE,
DPresident.
Carcurra,

Lst May 1856. }




APPENDIX A

Publication of Accounts of the Bank of Bengal, Treasury
. : Balances, and- Government Budget.

. | Bevcan Cianmer o Converer,
Caloutta, Vith November, 1855.

€. I LUSHINGTON, Esquirs,
Secy. to the Govt. of Tndia,
Financiul Department,
Fort Wintrax.

Str,—I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
solicit the attention of the Hon'ble-the President in Council to the following
remarks, upon a subject of it imp to all interested in
mercantile or financial operations in India.

Dissatisfaction has of late been expressed at the fact that the Bank of
Bengal, the sole Bank of issue in this Presidency, publishes no statements of
its circulation and bullion save at intervals of six months, and the Chamber
of Commerce has been requested to exert itself to effect the introduction of
weekly returns, similar to those published by the Bank of England.

| The Committee, however, feels that so long as the Bank of Bengal has

. { no means whatever of knowing from time to time the financial position of.

{ the Government, it would in some measure be unfair to that Institution to

. compel it to publish such frequent statements of its own affairs. The

i introduction of some publicity into the financial accounts of the Government,

H consequently appears the first step towards providing agninst the recurrence
of those losses and di i which the ity have sustained .
under the existing system, and I am instricted to nrge most respectfully

; upon the notice of the Hon'ble the President in Council the claims of that

3 community to have some knowledge, both anticipatory and retrospective, of
the financial position of the country.

B
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The publication of a half-yemrly budget showing expected revenue and
proposed outlay, and of monthly statements of actual efficient cash balances
in the Treasuries throughout India, would not, it is submitted, be difficult
to arrange, particularly as the Electric Telegraph has now so shortened the
menns of communication.

Tt would be difficult to estimate the value of such periodical information
1o all interested in Indian Commerce, and, as far as the Committee has the
means of judging, it is alike dificult to define any injury which could acerue
to the Government from the adoption of a system followed both in England
and France,

If then it is practicable to have such estimates and accounts brepnred and

published, irrespective of those which by the Charter- are annually laid
before the Inperial Parliament, the Committee trusts that measures will be

taken to grant this boon to the general community with the least possible

delay.
1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) H. W. L WOOD,
Secretary.

No. 139.
To tne SECRETARY ro Tue BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Sir,~I am.dirccted by the Most Noble the Governor General of India
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated the 17th November, in which, after observing
that the Chamber of Commerce has been requested to exert itself to effect
the introduction of weekly returns of the affairs of the Bank of Bengal
similar to those published by the Bank of England, you state that the
Committee of the Chamber feels that so long as the Bank of Bengal has no
means of knowing the financial position of the Government, it would in
some measure be unfair to that Institution to compel it to publish such fre-
quent statements of its own affairs, and that it thercfore desires to nrge upon
the Government the claims of the community to have some means afforded
them, irrespective of the accounts annually laid before Parliament, of obtain-
ing a k led, both ici) y and T , of the financial
position of the ment, by the publication of a half-yearly Budget (such
as is published by the Governments of England and France,) showing the
expected revenue and proposed outlay of the Government, with monthly
statements of the eash balances throughout India,

TFinancial Department.

Y

it

ond. Inxeply, I am desired to inform you that His Lordship in Council
does not see any analogy between the Budgets of the English and French
G and the i of the G of India, and that he
is not prepared to accede to the application of the Committee for the publi-
cation of a half-yemly estimate of the expected revenue and proposed outlay
of the Government. While His Lordship in Council is not prepared to
pledge himsclf to the publication of periodical statements of cash balances,
he is willing to reserve that point for separate consideration.

3rd. His Lordship in Council considers, however, that there is no neces-
sary connexion between the principle which would require that publicity
should be given to the affairs of the Bank of Bengal, and the principle of
publicity in the financial affairs of the Government ; and as he believes, that
the publication of the affairs of the Bank would be productive of advantage
not only to the Mercantile Community but to the Bank itself, he will take
an emly opportunity of recommending to the Dircetors of the Bank the
propricty of publishing weekly returns similar to those published by the
Bank of England.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Scrvant,
(Signed) C. HUGH LUSHINGTON,
Secy. to the Goot, of India.
Couxcir, CHAMBER, }
The 12th Janvary, 1856.

Bresearn CuamBEr or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 16tk January, 1856.

¢. HUGH LUSHINGTON, Esquins,
Secy. to the Gout. of Iudia,
Financial Department,

Forr WiLLisa.

Sir,—I have the honor 10 acknowledge the reccipt of your letter, No. 139,
of the 12th instant, in reply to the application of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce for publicity in the financial aflairs of the Government, and am




iv

dirccted by the Commi pectfully to solicit the consideration of the
Most Noble the Governor General of India in Council to the following
remarks on this subject of so much importance to mercantile interests.

The Committee admit that there are many points of dissemblance between
the financial systems of England or France, where periodical estimates of
expected income and intended expenditure are made public, and that of Tndia
where such estimates are treated as solely for the information of the Govern-
ment; but they submit that there exists this broad analogy between them,
that in each country the intent of such estimates can only be to ascertain
whether there is a probable surplus of income over expenditure, or the
reverse; and that when the latter is the case on any considerable scale, in
each country docs the deficit affect the community,—in England by an increase
of taxation, and in India by an addition to the public debt,

In soliciting on behalf of that community in India that a certain degroe of
publicity should in fature be given to estimates of proposed expenditure and
expeeted income, the Chamber of Commeree had in mind the losses sustained
so xecently by various grades of society from the opeming of the Public
Works Loan, at o time when they had no possible ground for supposing that
1he income of the country was not well over its expenditure. The Committee
respeetfully submit that if in that instance the public had had for some time
previous the means of judging the existing relation between expenditure
and revenue in the hands of Government, the losses would have been far
less severe, without any detriment to the interests of the country or the
public service. If this latter assumption be correct, the Committce again
urge upon {he favourable consideration of the Most Noble the Governor
General in Council the advantage which the public would derive from a
system of periodical publication of estimates, as anal in their nature

. to a parliamentary budget as the different circumstances of the two countries
may admit of.

The Ci i beg to ack ledge with sati ion the inti con-
veyed in your lotter that His Lordship in Gouncil reserves for separate
consideration the propriety of giving to the public periodical statements of
cash balances ‘in the Treasuries of Indin, but they may be permitted to
vemark that without the additional boon of some estimate of intended outlay,

the community might draw very crroncous conclusions from the position of
those Treasuries.

With reference to the third paragraph of your letter communicating the
opinion of His Lordship in Council that there is no necessary connexion
between the principal of publicity in the affairs of Government Finance and
in those of the Bank of Bengal, the Committce, without trespassing upon
the provitce of the Directors of that Tnstitution, would beg to explain that
in referring {o any such connexion they bad in view the liability of the
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Bank to serious mistakes in dealing with the value of money, so long as its
Directors as v body are in total ignorance of the financial position of Govern-
ment, and the effect of which errors would certainly not be lessened by a
weekly publication of their own accounts.

I have the honor to be,
sir,
- Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) M. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.
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APPENDIX B.

HONORABLE COMPANYS MINT

BENGAL CUAMBER o¥ COMMERCE,
Culcutta, 6th November, 1855.
C. H. LUSHINGTON, Esauire,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Financial Department,
Fort WiLLIAM.

Stn,~—1 have the honor, by dircction of the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, to submit for the consideration of the Honorable the President in
Council a measure which, it is understood, would occasion little inconvenience
at the Mint, but unquestionably be of much i to the jal
community generally and cspecially to importers of bullion, to whom it is a
‘matter of great moment that returns from the Mint should be reccived with the
utmost practicable facility.

The Committee suggests that on the immediate test of the quality of bullion
sent in for coinage, certificates may at once be issued for two-thirds of the
estimated value, the halance being adjusted in thegordinary manner.

Although the importations of bullion have been of late unusually large, that
form of remitting funds to this country may be considered as an exception to
the ordinary mode ; and it is with the view to obviate extraordinary pressure on

the Mint, and at the same time to afford o great convenience to Merchants,
during the excessive influx of bullion, that the plan now proposed is submitted
for favorable consideration.
1 have the honor to be,
. Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) I, W. 1, WOOD,
Seorctary.

vii
No. 1157,

To. H. W. I. WOOD, Esavirg,
Sceretary fo the Chamber of Commerce.

Sir,~Iaving lnid before the Right Ionorable the Governor General in
Council your letter of the 6th November last,
Tinancial Department.  requesting, with reference to the large importations
of Bullion to Calcutta, that, on the immediate test of
the quality of Bullion sent in for coinage at the Mint, certificates may at once
be issued for two-thirds of the estimated value, I am desired to inform you in
reply that His Lordship in_ Council is not prepared to allow of any deviation
from the existing practice, Orders, however, will be issued for an immediate
inerease to the strength of the Assay Department of the Mint, and His Lord-
ship in Council trusts that by this means a recurrence of the inconvenience
experienced by the Merchants during the late pressure will be avoided.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  C. HUGH LUSHINGTON,

Secretary to the Government of India.
Councru ClIAMBER,

The 22nd March, 1856.

l

R e T e




Ha

APPENDIX C.

Peninsular and Oriental Company’s Mail Steamers.

No. 430,

Trom CECIL BEADON, Esquins,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,

To II, W, I. WOOD, Esauirg,
Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Dated the 11th March, 1856,

Str,—With reference to your letter dated the 19th June last, T am dirceted
to state for the information of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce that this Government has recently  heen
informed by the Ion’ble the Court of Dircetors that the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, although-they did not allude specially in their former lettor
of the 20th March last to the two points mentioned in the Memorial of the
Bengal Chamber of Commeree, viz., the inerensing slowness of the Steamers,
and the absence of all controlling authority on the part of the Government of
India to enforce the provisions of the Contract of the Peninsular and Oriental
Company, sent a copy of the Chamber's Memorial to that Company with o
view to remedy the evils complained of as far as possible.  The Ion'ble Court
have also intimated that the Bonrd of Admiralty have now
Governor Genernl of India the power of
Mail Steamers for the period of twenty-four
requires such detention,

Home Department.

accorded to the
detaining the out-going Contract
hours, whenever the public service

Thave the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed)  CECIL BEADON,
Secy. to the Govt, of India,

CounciL Cuamnrr,
The 11tk March, 1856, }

APPENDIX D.

LIMITED LIABILITY ACT

To Tz HONORABLE rur LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL;

The Humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants, Planters
aud Traders of Calettn in the Lower Provinees of
Bengal,

Snrwrri,—That by a Statute passed in the lust Session of Parlinment
(18 and 19 Victoria, C. 133,) entitled * An Act for limiting the linbility of
Members of certain Joint Stock Compnnies,” provisions were made for relensing
enpitalists from the unlimited kability of co-partners in Joint Stock Companics
of which they arc not the managers, on certain conditions in the snid Statute
specified, which Statute was introduced as a ministerial mensure on the report
of o Committee of the louse of Commons, and after an claborate inquiry into
the expediency of making such o law.

That in liew of the unlimited linbility of co-partners the said Statule
substitutes linbility to the extent only of the wnpnid portion of each shareholder’s
subseribed share of the capital of the Conpany.

That the principle of the snid Statute has long been established in the
Commercinl Code of several other comntries, and in the opinion of your
Petitioners its establishment in India would nttract capital nnd enterprize to
many investments of great utility, and would be cminently conducive to the
development of the grent natural resonrees of this country.

That your Petitioners, irrespective of their own opinion in favor of the princi-
ple of unlimited linbility, regard the Act of Pmliament above referred to ns
itself the highest sanction to the principle and to the enactment for India of
sueh a L. And in this view the threo Socicties ehiefly representing the interests
of British Capitalists and Scttlers in the Lower Provinees, viz. the Indigo
Planters’ Association, the Bengal Chamber of Commeree, and the Calenttn

C
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Trade Association arc agreed, and they have severally resolved to Petition
your Honorable Council for an Act to establish limited liability, and the Com-
mittees of the said Socicties arc the promoters of this Petition, which carnestly
prays the immediate enactment of such alaw, And your Petitioners shall ever
pray, &e.

APPENDIX E.

BILLS OF LADING.

ACT No. IX OT 1856,
A Act to amend the Law relating to Bills of Lading.

WiEREAS Dy the custom of Merchants a Bill of Lading of goods being
transferable by endorsement, the property in the goods
may thereby pass to the endorsee, but nevertheless all
rights in respeet of the contract contained in the Bill of Lading continue in the
original shipper or owner, and it is expedient that suclf rights should pass with
the property; and whereas it frequently happens that the goods in respect of
which Bills of Lading purport to be signed have not been laden on board, and
it iswproper that such Bills of Lading in the honds of a bona fide holder for
value should not be questioned by the Master or other person signing the snne,
on the ground of the goods not having heen laden as aforesaid : It is enacted
as follows :—
I Every consignee of goods named in a Bill of Lading, and every endorsee
of a Bill of Lading o whom the property in the goods
Rights under Bills  therein mentioned shall pass, upon or Dby reason of such
of Lading fo vest in . N
consignee or endorsce. or shall have: transf; to
and vested in him all rights of suit, and be subjeet to
the same liabilitics in xespect of such goods as if the contract contained in the
Bill of Lading had been made with himself.
IL. Nothing liercin contained shall prejudice or affect any right of stoppage
in {ransitu, or any right to cluim freight against the ori-
Notto affectright of - ginal shipper or owner, or any liability of the consignee
stoppage in_fransitu or  ° . . L,
B N or endorsce by reason or in consequence of is being
such consignee or endorsce, or of his reccipt of the
goods by reason or in of such ig! or end

Preamblo,
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1L Every Bill of Lading in the hands of a consignee or endorsee for valu-
f able consideration, rcpresentating goods to have been

Bill of Lading in  ghipped on hoard a vessel, shall be conclusive évidence
Tands of consigneo, &e. N .
conclusive evidence of  of such shipment as against the Master or other person

Mastalgar o6t gigning e same, notwithstanding that such goods, or

some part thereof, may not have heen so shipped, i .
unless such holder of the Bill of Lading shall have had actual notice at the : APPENDIX F.
time of receiving the same that the goods had mot in fact been Inden on i

board. Provided that the Master or other person so
signing may cxoncrate himself in respect of such
misrepresentation, by showing that it was caused without any default on his
part, and wholly by the fraud of the shipper, or of the holder, or some WET DOCKS.
person under whom the holder claims, ;

Troviso.

W. MORGAN,

Clerk of the Council. Bexean Cuamsrr or ComMErcE,

Calcutta, 13th November, 1855.

W. GREY, Esquirs,

i Seey. to the Govermment of Bengal. )
i Str,—TWith reference to the roquest contained in your No. 896 of the 3rd
i ultimo, that the Chamber of Commerce would furnish the Licutenant Gover-

nov with its views upon the eligibility of the construction of Wet Docks

to reccive the shipping which now crowds the river Hooghly, I have the

honor to state that the Committee of the Chamber has recently given its
atlentive consideration to this important question, and to the two separate
plans which were placed before the public in the Report of the Wet Dock

Committce of 184G, and in n pamphlet rccently published by Messrs.

C Tlenderson and Greaves of London.

R The Committee of the Chamber is of opinion {hat, in the setting forth of
i cach of these schemes, the plunder and deterioration to which goods may
| De exposed under the existing mode of loading and unloading from Vessels

in the river, have been o good deal over-cstimated, and that the number of

ships likely to avail ly of the fon of Docks has been
similarly exaggerated, since for nearly five months of the year the river

offers a very fair tidal harbour, in which Vesscls can lie with great sccurity,
and during which period, it is believed, many Captains and owners would
i decline to avail of the accommodation offered by Docks,

; If this view be correct, it follows that the construction of Wet Docks as
{ a speculation may not offer that prospect of profitable return which will
induce the ready investment of Indian capital in such an undertaking.

" © But, assuming the capital to be forthcoming, cither from England or
India, or both, therc can be no doubt that the construction of Wet Docks
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would add matevially to the prospetity of this Country, by taking the tax
off its imports and exports, which they now bear in the shape of unnccessary
delay and damage to the ships which cary them. The ultimate benefic
wwould in this way be to the consumer in cither country, and not so much to
that of the ship or Merchant, whose app ly increased profits by
such saving of time, would in these days of competition soon adjust themselves
as before to mere supply and demand. -

Tt however appears to the C i that two imp ions must
be decided before any thing definite upon the subject of Wet Docks can
fairly be arrived at.  These are—

1st.—Whether the East Indian Railway is to remain confined to the Western
Bank of the river, or to be extended, by means of a bridge at TPultah Ghaut,
into the Town of Calcutta. And

2nd.—Whether the Mutlah is one day to supersede the Hooghly as the
river highway to this port, and whether it is to be connected with it by a ship
canal, or a line of rail.

In my letter to your address of the 6th February, 1855, the Chamber
advocated the construction of a Railway Bridge at or about Pultah Ghaut,
with a branch line into the City, with special reference to the future exten-
sion of Railway communication with some of the rich Eastern portions
of Bengal; and in my letter of the 26th April last, the Chamber recorded
its opinion that there is no imperative call for supercession of the Hooghly
Dby the Mautlah, at least until it shall have been ascertained whether the
channels of the former are in no way susceptible of improvement, an inquiry
which the letter in question strongly urged upon the Government of Bengal,
and to which I am desired again to solicit attention.

Assuming for the sake of argument that the Mutlah were really sclected
as the future entrance to the Port, and that the communication between the
shipping and the town were by rail, all question of the construction of
Vet Docks on cither bank of the Hooghly falls to the ground. Should the
communication be by ship canal capable of bearing Vessels of large burden
from one river to the other, and should the branch -line of rail from Pultah
Ghaut be conceded, the plans of the Committee of 1846, which placed the
site of Wet Docks at Kidderpore, would appear far preferable o those of
Messrs, Henderson and Greaves for their construction at Howrah, but the
estimates of cost would doubtless require very large additions in consequence
of the greatly enhanced number and size of the ships which now resort o
the port, and the increased value of land in the locality referred to.

Until these two-questions then are definitively set at rest, it appears to the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce that no practical decision upon
the eligibility or site of Wet Docks can be arrived at; and pending their
final consideration I am instructed again to call the carnest attention of the
Government of Bengal to the expedieney of a liberal expenditure upon the’

i
t
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existing harbour of Calcutta, in the shape of extension of mooring, improve-
ment in and addition to the Harbour Master’s department, increase to the
Pilot service, and the giving greater facilitics to the landing and shipping of
Goods on the banks of the river, all of which are improvements beyond the
power of private enterpyise to effect, but which the Mercantile community,
in the largely increasing prosperity of the country which that private
enterprise is bringing about, has a_right to ask at the haunds of the Gover-
ment. :
1 have the Lonor to be, &e.,

(Signed)  H. W. I, WOOD,
Secretary,
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THE MUTLAH

No. 3440.

Tora iy N[A\NAGfNG DIRECTOR axp AGENT or rtur -
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY COMPANY.
To T. W. I. WOOD, Esauirs,
Secy. Chaniber-of Commerce.

. Caleutt, 12th February, 1856,

Si—I have the honor to forward for the use and information of the
Chamber two Maps showing the relative positions and bearing of the three
important questions of the Mutlah, the Docks, and the Hooghly Bridge.

The interest already taken in these subjects by the Chamber, and the weight
justly attaching to their views, as representing the M. ile C i
Caleutta, will render any apology unnccessary.

The Chamber, as 1 understand, regard the three questions as closely inter-
woven and mutually dependent upon cach other, and consider that further
experience is required to cstablish the value of the Mutlah as an ausiliary to,
but under no circumstances as superseding, the Hooghly ; that about November
or December next the Chamber will he prepared to give an opinion, based on
the results (with especial reference to {he navigation during the S, W,
Monsoon,) of the intervening period ; that, if the Mutlah be found 1o 1.
all expectations, the Railway would be preferable to o Ship Canal, on account,
of the greatly diminished cost of construction and“maintenance; (hat the
Railway should constitute an integral part of the great Trunk Line to the

&. W. Provinces; and tha until the Mutlah advantages shall have boon,
i d it would be p

" y to express a more decided
opinion, or to take any further steps, in regard to the conneeting Railway ;
that as regards Docks, the Chamber will be prepaved, when giving their
opinion on the Mutlah and Rail question, to state their views rcspcc;ng the
Docks, with the advantage of the greater experience they will tlien Lave had

of

ealize

i
i
i
i
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on the subject, and with reference to the decision they may have come to upon
the two preceding questions ; and that with regard to the Hooghly Bridge, the
Chamber deeming a Railway Bridge indispensable, and understanding that
the cost of such a work at Iowrah would outweigh the advantages derived
from it, have on a former oceasion recommended the crossing to be at Pultal,
a Caleutta Terminus joining the Main linc dbove that point,

The Plans now sent may deserve the consideration of the Chamber, upon
the ground of their combining the views of the Chamber with the greatest
advantages to the public by providing Railway Communication for all parts
of Caleutta, (the station sites being hereafter fixed with reference to' the
opinion of the Chamber,) and constructing o Bridge for public as well as
Railiway purposcs, at the locality where, next to Howrah, the local traffic is
the largest.  Wherens the Pultah Bridge would be useful only for Railway
purposes, would yicld no revenue from general trafic, and would not provide
that degree of public accommodation, which would justify the expectation
that the Government would bear a portion of the expense of the work, as ab
Howrah or Alicercetollah Ghit.

“The branch to Barrackpore could at any time hereafter be added, without
the charges being raised to cover the interest upon the outlay for the Pultaly

 Bridge.

T have only to add that as regards the Mutlah Railway branch, the Barracke-
pore Branch, and the Hooghly Bridge, the Dircetors of the Railway Company
will be prepared to give their prompt and earnest attention to any suggestions
or xecommendation of the Bengal Chiamber of Commerce 3 and that as regards
the Docks, T am informed that Messrs. Henderson and Greaves, who have
incurred considerable expense and devoted much time and attention to the
subject, are prepared to carry out a complete system of Dock accommodation,
should it be deemed advantageous to the C il C , cither at
Howrah, a¢ Kidderpore, or upon whatever site may be deemed most cligible,
and that they have already made great advances in' the organization of an
Association in London and Liverpool to give effect to these views.

With my best acknowledgments to the Members of the Chamber for their
attentive consideration of the subject, at this morning’s meeting,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  R. MACDONALD STEPHENSON,
DManaging Dircclor and Agent,
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Brxean Cuaxmen or Cosyrner,
Caleutta, 190 February, 1856,
R. MACDONALD STEPHENSON, Esaurnr,
Munaging Director, Fast Indian Raileny Company,

Sm,—T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree fo
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 120h instant, and to return you
their thanks for the {wo Maps which accompanicd it, connected with (he
important sujects of (he connexion of the river Mutlah with Caleatta, the
eonstriction of Wet Docks, and the bridging of fhe river Hooghly.

You are correct in helicving that the Chamber lias looked upon these thres
questions as so closely connccted with each other that none of them ean be
dealt with independently, without the risk being run (in the event, of all threo
being ultimately carried out) of want of harmony in arrangement, which would
entail loss and inconvenience alike on their promoters and on the public,

The advantages of the Mutlah in many points appear undoubted, but it still
remains Lo be ascertuined by actual experience whether its entrance can readily
be made by ships coming up the Ray of Bengal in the S. V. Monsoon,
whether the district where the port would he is  healthy one for Turopeans
throughout the year. These two questions the Committee consider should
in fuirness he sat

the Bast Tndian Railway Company to enter upon the experiment, of conncel,
ing the two ports on the Mutlah and the Hooghly by a Jinc of rail, or to
decide in connexion therewith, upon the necessity for, and hest site of, Docks
for shipping, and the most cligible point at which to bridge the Tonghly,
With reference to the last named work, on which the Members of the
Chamber have recorded thicir opinion that the most advantageous site for a
tailway bridge would probubly be at or about Pultal Ghaut, with «
line into Calcutta, the Committee are hound to admit, that the plns und ex-
pression of your views with which you have favored them are entitled Lo very
attentive consideration, and that it is possible that, on the question of revenue,

assist

« branch

nce from Government, and consequent cheapness of traffi
modation to the Public, a bridge at Aheercetollah Ghant may have stronger
recommendations than the higher site which they have hitherto advocated.
Ihe Committee will take the carliest opportunity of bringing these interest-
ing matters o the attention of the General Members of
have rec

¢ and accom-

the Chamber, and
A with great satisfaction your assurance that the Dircetors of the
Railway Company will be prepared to attend 1o their recommend
regard to them, wher the fitting time shall arrive,

Ihave the honor o he

ations in

Sir
Your most obedient Servant
(Signed) 1L W, 1. woOD,
Seerctary,

orily settled before the mercantile community can expect, *

APPENDIX 1L

MUTLAH REPORT,

. Culeutta, Vith March, 1856.
To D. COWIE, Esavine,
axp T Mesnens or Tir Cuamnen or Communer.

Grxrrmny,—T have the pleasure to submit the following bricf report of
the proceedings upon the occasion of the late visit to the Mutlah River; the
object was to obtain some practical information us to the capabilities of the
river for the establishment of an Auxiliary Port; and the Commercial Com-
munity are indebted to the Licutenant Governor for the readiness with
which he placed a Steamer at their disposal to assist in the inquiries.

The party consisted of

A. R. Young Esq., C. S., Collector of Customs.

Captain . Robertson, Officiating Superintendent of Marine,
Captain Yule, Engincers, Under Seeretary to Government,

W. Maitland, Iisquire, of  Messrs. Mackillop, Stewart and Co,

T, Sehiller, N ” »  Jolm Borradaile and Co.

R. Hamilton, N N w  Smith, Farie and Co,

1. Ircland, o N »  Suliz and Ircland,

0. V. Ernsthausen, ,, ,, » Wienholt, Ernsthausen & Co.
N. C. Tuckerman, ,, i »  Whitney and Co,

W. Chapman, N N s Leach, Rawson and Co,
Edward D, Kilburn, , " »  Schoene, Kilburn and Co,

These gentlemen assembled at the Doppa Toll House a7 A, a. of the 1o0
instant.  The “Berhampooter” Steamer, with the « Soorma” Accomodation
Boat were in attendance at a short distance helow the Toll THouse; proceed-
ingg down the Bidia Dhurrea River, the Steamer reached llengunge, ut the
hiead of the Mutlah River, ind the £pot where the “ Amelia” way lo:
Theos There was a head wind, and the tide v

aded,
as contrary for part of (e
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anee. The time ocenpied under steam was about 53 hours, Along the
Dhurrea the villages are numerous and often considerable, and this
heing the route for produce from the North and Eastward, during the closing
of the Nuddea Rivers, a very large traflic is obscrvable on the river
liengunge consists of one small pucka house and a native village, The
land is cleared in the vicinity. It is situated at the extreme head of the
Dutlab, which here branches off into the Attara-Bauka to the North, and the
Bidia Dhurrea to the West,

The Steamer procceded down the River, passing on the right bank Lot 64,
lately purchased by Government; Lot 50, of which they also hold the River
frontage ; Lols 49 and 48 held by private individuals,—the former contains
a good tank of fresh water: on the left bank Lots 133 and 129, also held by
private individuals, These lots occupy the banks from Tllengunge to the
hend of the River, commencing at Edoo Creek : the distance is about 7 miles,

and the course is South-South-West. The River which somewhat contracts *

towards Ellengunge, gradually spreads as you proceed lower down, and has
a fine open appearance.  The depth is given in Licutenant Ward’s Chart as
4 10 24 fathoms at low water.  The width of the channel is from 250 to 300
yards, the narrowest part being oft Cantleharriah sand, 160 yards, or about the
same width as the channels of the Hooghly ofl’ Caleutta, The narrowest part
of the ITooghly at the James and Mary sand is 80 yards. Leaving Bdoo Creck,
he Mutlah proceeds nearly duc Tast. Lhe channel is here much broader,
Theing about 500 to 600 yards. The length of this bend is about 3 miles, The
Matlal is here joined by the Hooghly-Nuddea, and resumes its Southerly
course. The water is salt through the entire length. “The general appearance
of the banks is much the sume,—they are covered with a low serub jungle
cleared ab intervals, and at parts the village stockades of the natives engaged
in the salt manufacture are observable.

The Steamer procceded as fur as ITarbunga Creek, where it remained for
he night. This anchorage was reached about 5% ». a. Below this, the River
widens considerably, and assumes a bold appearance. There would appear no
particular inducement for the establishment of a Port lower than the spob
alveady indicated. Leaving at 6 A. 1. of the following morning on the return,
ihe Steamer proceeded to the mouth of the Idoo Creck, where Mr. Moore,
manager of the grants Nos. 43, 48, 49, 129 and 130, attended. Mr. Moore
Das been vesident on the grants for tix months commencing from last Septom-
bor.  Tlis evidence went to establish the healthiness of the place, the possibility
of obtaining frosh water, and that no difficulty is exporienced with the Dunga
Coolies, who willingly engage for clearing the jungle, Mr, Moore mentioned
that the vice grown is the best, or that known ns Patna, The Steamer pro-
ceeded leisurcly along the banks of the River, onlols 48,49 and 60, At the
Blalee Khal, some of the Darty landed and proceeded a short distance into the

jungle. Tt was thought the land was somewhat higher, although Mr. Moore
supposed there was no material difference in the height of the land along the
upper course of the River. The fresh water tanks are algo found on any
land slightly elevated. A bund of 1} to 2 feet high is found sufficient to
keep out inundation, for, contrary to the 1ooghly, the rise of water between
the dry and rainy seasons docs not differ very materially.

Returing to Bllengunge, Captain Donaloy was requested to come on
bourd; Captain Donahoy piloted the « Amelin” to sca, and has resided long on
or about these grants, ITis evidence also went to confirm their healthiness,
when cleaved, and that fresh water may be obtined after the second year.
Captain Donahoy's experience spenks highly of the River as an auxiliary Port,
casy of access, and with reference to quitting the River during the Sonth-
west Monsoon, hie is of opinion that there would be less difliculty than from
the Hooghly.

Leaving Illengunge at 13 v, m. with the flood, the steamer arrived within
2 miles of the Doppa Toll by 5 v. at. and hy boats the party reached the
Doppa “Toll House at 6 r. . .

“The party were of opinion that the Mutlah River possesses considerable
advantages for the establishment of an Auxiliary Port; and at a Meeting of
the Gentlemen who proceeded to the River, and which. was held at the
Chamber of Commerce, Monday, 17th instant, it was resolved to request the
Government—

1st. Lo appoint a Committee for the purpose of collecting evidence as to
the capabilitics of the River, and as to the best locality for the site of a new
port.

2nd. And to investigate the pos

bility of rendering the Bidia Dhurrea
River navigable as a route for the Up-country Steamers, starting from the
Doppa Toll Louse. :

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed)  EDWARD D. KILBURN,

Chairman,
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TARIFFE

. No. 1433,
Frox tne OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY

To THR
BOARD of REVENUE,

To rur SECRETARY 1o rnx BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Lort William, the 23rd November, 1855.

Sim—T am directed by the Board of Revenue to transmit to you the

accompanying copy of a letter* from the Officiating
3. Dubar, . Collector of Customs, in connexion with the subject of
and £ the proposition made by the Committee of the Chamber
W. Dampier.  J# of Commerce, and referred to in your conmunication
of the 1st ultimo, relative o the removal of certain
articles from the Table of Valuations,

Customs.,

* Daled 13(h instant,
No. 211,

2nd. T am desired to re

duest that you will submit the same for any
further remarks which the G

ommitiee may wish to make on the subject,
T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) 1L V. BAYLBY,

Offis. Junior Secretary.

i {

rally to articles of Import and Ixport the quantities of which are inconsid,

xxiii
No. 211,

Frox tur OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, CALCUTTA,

To rTir OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY o Tmn
BOARD or REVENUE,

Caleutta, the 13th November, 1855.

Sim,—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1376,
dated the 5th instant, with its accompaniments.

ond. The proposition of the Chamber of Commerce upon which T am now
called upon to report (assuming still that by ©removal from the Table of
Valuations” is intended excmption from duty of the articles referred to) differs
from that.on which I had the honor to address the Board on the 18th May
last only in this respect that, whereas it was understood then, hoth by the
Board and myselfy that the Committee’s recommendation had reference gene-

able and from which the Revenue derives little or no henefit, it now apy
that they had in view a certain number (68) of Imports only, a list of which
s appended to their letter of the 28th September last,

srd. I have already, in the previous correspondence on this subjeet, while
advocating the abandonment of duty on all but a very few articles of Txport,
stated my opinion that a similar, or any, remission on Tmports, is not called for
or advisable, and in this view the Board have, T believe, concurred. My
abjections to the present proposal are the same as those Lo the more general
measure which I believed to be in contemplation, and are stated at length in
my leter of the 18th May above referred to. I need not here repeat the
arguments there recorded, but will briefly state my reasons for thinking that

what is asked for cannot he conveniently conceded, and if conceded would not
be productive of any great advantage, and would be accompanied by disadvan-
tages which the Committee appear to have overlooked,

dth. The exceptions to the general rule as regards assessment for duty do
not at present, under Schedule 4, Act XIV. of 1836, amount to more than 80,
The addition of 68 to that number could not fail to produce the inconve-
niences I have deseribed in Pavas, 8rd and 4th of my former report, and to
vetard husinesss generally at the Custom ouse by complicating the process 6f
prssing goods. - Lam quite sure that any such general delay would be felt by
the Merchants to be a grievance, which would be very inadequately compen=
sated for by any thing they would gain by the remission of duty on the articles
enumerited,  Indeed, according to the Committee’s Statement, there could be
mo appreciable gain Lo any one from the change which they propose, for they
make out the total value of these 68 Tmports to be really next to nothing,
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5th. T apprehend however that by “nil” in their Statement they do not
intend to signify that there were no importations of the avticles opposite
which this is written, or that their value was absolutely nothing, but only that
these Tmports are not classed separately in the document they have consulted.
If the articles which have been separately entered in the Table of the Com-
mercial Annual, from which the Committee’s Statement has been compiled, are
all of higher valae than those included under the head of “all other articles”
(as the Comumittee would seem to think may be assumed) it would follow that
the importations of the latter average less than Rupees 20 cach in valuc, for
articles of that value ave separately classed. If this were the case it would
take some 80,000 of these petty articles to make up the amount of about 16
lacs of Rupecs entered under this head in the Table referred to. Supposing
however that the number of articles comprised in this item are two or thye
hundred only,. which is probably near the mark, T really do not see that much
would be gained towards the attainment of the object the Committee have in
view by exempling 49 of these 200 or 300 petty avticles from the payment of
duty and leaving the rest dutiable. If the duty were relinquished on all these
petty articles of Import, the sacrifice of Revenue would hardly be less than
that involved in the proposal to retain only 12 articles on the Tarifl of dutia-
Dble Exports, and the inconvenience in carrying out the measure would be very
much greater. .

6th. As regards the 19 other articles specified, they should not of course, on
the principle ad by the Committee, be from duty till all those
of lower value have heen got rid of. There is nothing in the articles themselves
which entitles them to peculiar consideration, being, as T think it would be found
that almost ll articles of this class are, as remurked by me in para. Gth of my
Tetter of the 18th May last, of a description “ the demand for which is limited
by other eauses than the duty imposed, and would not probably be increased in
any great degree by the removal of the duty.”

7th. On the above grounds T am disposed to adhere to my opinion that the
relinquishment of duty on a portion of the Imports is not advisable,

I bave, &e.,

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG,

Offs. Collector of Customs.
. Custon Mousr, CArcurta,
The 13th November, 1855. }
Boarp or Reveyur,
Tort William, the 23rd November, 1855,
(True Copy)

(Signed) 1L V. BAYLEY,

Officiating Junior Seeretarsy.
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Bexaar Cmaxner or Cowyercr,
Culeutta, 12k December, 1855

To IL V. BAYLEY, Esquias,
Offy. Junior Scey. to the Board of Revenue,

TForr WinLray.

Sir,—I am favored with your letter of the 23rd November, transmitting
copy of a letter from the Collector of Customs, having reference to the propo-
sition by the Tarill Committee of the Chamber of Commerce for erasing sundry
articles from the Table of valuations for duty : and I am directed to trouble
you with the following observations in reply.

The Committee beg me to state that having recommended the total abolition
of the Export duties they did not think it necessary to recur to, and name,
any special articles of export.

The Committee have not been favored with copy of the Collector’s previous
correspondence, and particularly with the letter of 18th May, to which con-
stant reference is made, and thus they arc not in possession of his principal
objections to their proposal.

The Committee wish to state that they dirccted attention to the articles
which they named, in ill ion of their , but their d
tion was intended to extend to any articles “ the quantitics of which are
inconsiderable”: further that with the growing trade of this port, the Com-
mittee supposed the retention of these petty articles in the Tariff must tend {0
retard business ; that, as with duty-free articles, such only require a “com-
mon pass” with no calculation for duty, &e.; that a considerable saving of
time and Inbour would arise by expunging them from the Tariff,

In conclusion the Committee regret to observe that no allusion whatever ig
made to the r ion for the assimil of dutics upon British and

Toreign Imports, a measure which it was understood was strongly pressed upon
the Board of Revenue by the former Collector of Customs, and which assimi-
Iation has been in force with the Customs in Great Britain since the 1st
January 1854,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed)  IL W. I wooD.

Secretary,
P}




Customs.
H. Ricketls,
—

W. Dampicr.

H

e

15

xxvi
No. 114,

Tron tnr OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY 7o rir
BOARD or REVENUE,

To tnr SECRETARY ro tne CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
TortTWilliam, the 4th February, 1856,

Sir—T am directed by the Board of Revenuc to request that you will
lay before the Chamber of Com-
meree the accompanying cor-
respondence and figured  state-
ments, and communicate to me,
for the information of the Board, the sentiments of the Chamber upon the
propositions therein contained,

2nd. The Board dircet me to observe that in their opinion a reduction in
the number of dutiable articles, both Imports and Exports, and an assimilation
of the duty on British and Foreign Imports, would be a great convenience to
the Mercantile Community, and much expedite the transaction of business.
But they would involve a loss of Revenue. The Collector of Customs pro-
poses to make up the deficiency by an assimilation of duty on
and unmanufuctured goods, raising that on the latter from 3} to 5 per cont.

3rd.  Before submitting the subject to G t, the Board desire to have
the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce on the subject.

4th. The Board hope the Chamber will see no objection to the Collector's
proposal.  There will still be a considerable sacrifice of Revenue, and the
Government may ot feel warranted in giving sanction to any part of the
scheme if a portion of the duties to be abandoned bé not replaced in the manner
suggested.

Sth. The return of the original enclosures s requested when they may no
longer be required. .

Letfer to Officiating Collector of Custos,
Caleulta, dated I8th January, 1856, No. 69,

Letter from Ditto in reply, dated 26th January,
1850, No. 15, with 1 cnclosures,

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) L. T. TREVOR,

Officiuting Junior Sccretary.
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No. 69.

Frox tuz OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY o Tirs
BOARD or REVENUE,

To tue OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, CALCUTTA.

Lort William, the 18th January, 1856,

S1t,—1Vith reference to your letter No. 211, dated the 13th November last,
and to the Statements of Imports and Exports which
s accompanied your communication of the 13th July
‘;- ’li”“'f“s' £, preceding, T am directed to observe as follows :
e t&  2nd. It appears from the Statements furnished by
W, Dampicr. you that there are altogether 71 articles of Import,
yielding Rupees 2,000 and upwards, and 21 avticles of
Lxport yiclding Rupees 3,000, and above that sum.

3rd. If Import duty was levied only on the articles referred to, there
would be only 71 articles liable to duty; and 300 articles, besides numerous
others not capable of enumeration, would be got xid of at an aggregate loss of
Rupees 1,81,177 per annum, while, if Export duty was levied only on articles
yielding Rupees 3,000 and above, there would be only 21 articles liable to
duty, and 17 aticles would be got xid of which pay between Rupees 3,000
and Rupees 600 besides a vast number of “petty sundries” aggregating
Rupees 17,635-3-9, altogether the loss on exports would be Rupees 42,549,

and the total loss on both Exports and Imports, Rupees 1,79,726.
4th. It seems to the Board that the relicf afforded by the exemption would
be very great.  The Officers of the Customs
would have to sce only whether

Customs.

would not regard exceptions, they
an article was amongst those retained, or not.
In a few weeks there would probably be no occasion for any examination, as
the taxed articles would be known toall. The Board are accordingly desi-
xous of ascertaining your sentiments upon this proposal, and of being informed
what portion of your Establishment you would be able to dispense with, if duty
hiad to be collected only on 71 cnumerated articles of Import and 21 articles of
Lxport, all other articles being frec.

4th. There may be a few articles,
zeasons might be added to the list. Among the Imports they observe
Liqueurs, Wine, Hock ; and among the Bxports, Wines, Sherry, which perhaps
it would be necessary to retain; and they desire me to enquire whether there
are any articles which for special reasons you would so retain.

the Board think, which for special




3rd Para, omitled,
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. G:Lx Tl|(.! Board are at the same time desirous of ascertaining what would
g

“;: ! ¢ loss if the duty on British and TForeign Imports were assimilated, It
u e oislwould "?" 1.,0 very considerable, the Board think that it would be very
d.c:slrn c to assimilate them. It is most difficult on many ocensions to
ls«.:vc;' whether an article is of British or TForeign manufacture ; the decision

must oftentimes be wrong, an investigati i

et g, and such investigations are a great hindrance to
'1:.th. T am instructed to request that the several points of information

which have now been called for may be furnished with as I

possible ttle delay as

Ihave, &e.,
(Signed) . T. TREVOR,
Offg. Junior Secretary,
No. 15.

Trom tur OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, CALCUTTA,
5

To ruz OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY o tun
BOARD or REVENUE, CALCUTTA.

The 26t1 January, 1856.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 69,
dated the 18th instant, in which the Board call for my opinion on two ',,.-o-y
posals, viz. first, to limit the number of dutiable articles in the Tarifl' to 71
Imports and 21 Exports, and 2udly to assimilate the duty on British and
Toreign Imports.

2nd. Being aware that the conclusion at which I had arrived after the best
consideration I could bestow on the subject was that no abandonment of duty
on Imports is called for or advisable, and that any remission which the Govern-
ment may be disposed to concede should be made on articles of Export, the
Board will scarcely expect that I should at once appreciate the advantages
of the first of the above proposals. I will only observe now in reference to it
that if the Board and Government should be satisfied of the expediency of
the measure on other grounds, any difficulty of the kind adverted to in the
4th paragraph of your letter would no doubt in a short time disappear.

4th. On looking over the statements of Imports referred to in your letter
Lfind that by generalizing the description of some of the articles the list
mighi be considerably abbreviated ; as for instance, if the wines imported were
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centered under seven headings, metals under eleven, and so on 3 and while some
of these would have been subject to duty others would have been admissible
free under the Scheme proposed.  There is no reason why goods of the same
Jsind should be differently treated, and to make exceptions could not but cause
confusion, By bringing similar articles under single Teads the list of dutiable
TImports is reduced to 48, which number includes the 71
articles specified by the Board, and also ten more, as per
margin. There really scems no good rcason whatever
Mahogeny. why these articles should not be subjected to duty like
ok ves. other things of the same description. The only alteration
Silk (China.) which 1 would suggest in the Board’s list of Exports
e ek s, is the substitution of Hogslard for the heading of
Provisions. This is the only item of importance com-
prised under that heading, or in which there may be said to be any thing like a
trade carried onj the remainder are articles exported in small quantitics,
principally as ship’s storcs, and the trouble and annoyance in the levy of duty
wpon them is disproportionate to the amount of the duty realized. 1 annex
lists Ily arranged which rep what would be the Schedules of
dutiable Imports and Bxports if the modifications I have proposed were adopted.
sth, Adverting to the subject of your Gth Paragraph, I have the
honor to observe, that I fully concur in the remarks recorded by Mr.
Bracken in lis letter of the 7th Scptember 1854, No. 190, regarding
the dificulty of hing by inspection or otherwise the origin of
most of the articles to which dilferent ates of duty are applied according
as they are British or Foreign, and I will add that this very difficulty, and the
measures to which it is necessary to resort in the attempt to overcome it, arc a
source of constant annoyance to Importers. It would be a real boon to all
concerned if the duty on the articles in question were assimilated. T append
2 Statement, No. 3, exhibiting the valuc and amount of duty realized on
cach of the articles subject to a differential duty and what would have been
colleeted bad the rate been the same as on British goods of the same deserip-
tion. The difference it will be seen is, on an average of three ycars, Rupees
1,58,608 per annum,
6th, Tam not aware that any complaint has ever been made that the higher
rate is excessive, but the alteration, I believe, is desired as a matter of con-
venienceonly. Under these circumstances Importers would not probably object
to a part of the cost of the proposed change being transferred to themselves
in some other shape not involving the inconvenicnce complained of. It occurs
o me that such a transfer might be unobjectionably made by another assimi~
lation of duly, viz., that upon manufactured and ||13m:umﬁxchn-od goods. The
red articles not d in Schedule A.

Liqueurs.
Cassia and_ Cinnamon,
Steel (Dritish.)

Alum,

Board arc aware that all
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. — 1 o 2nr JUNIOR SEGRETARY ro ur BOARD or REVENUE,
wgn | ol o sgwml ol ol Stm,—T am directed Ly the Comnitteo of the Bongal Chamber of Commerco n—,
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0 0.0 .
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the Collector’s classification yiclding an average rev

enue of Rupees 28,5
Apparel, ... 70 5 ts

89,438 no less than Rupees 26,44,670 is contri-
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ll.x]u‘. With regard to the Export dutics, whilst acknowledging ﬂfc rcliell'
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consideration of the Board,
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force of the Oficiating
can be effécted only qp

al resources, as
nuc.

n British and Forcign imports s a
ate on several oceasions urged on the
It perceives therefore with satisfaction {hat
flmt the retention of such distinction is now
The Committee however fuil 1o recognise the
Collector's argument that justice to oncbintercsb
the expense of anofher. Many of the articles on
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which the duty is proposed to be raised 1% per cent. are raw producls, the
importation of which it should be the policy of a wise legislation in every
way to encourage.  On the articles of Cotton Twist, Yarn, and Thread, on
which the great burden of the increase would fall, the Committee have merely
to refer to the annexed Stalistical Table, compiled from the demi-official
publication issued from the Custom House by sanction of the Board, to show
how unable it is to bear further taxation, It will be seen that whilst the
importation of Tywist and Yarn las remained stationary during the last six
years, that of Manufactured Piece Goods has nearly doubled itself in the
same period. If therefore with the difference of duty in its favor this branch
of {rade is unable to maintain its ground against the cheap productions of
the Lancashire looms, it scems certain the infliction of an additional tax
would be a blow it would with difficulty withstand, Oi these grounds the
Commitlee most strongly deprecate the adoption of this portion of the
Oficiating Collector's proposal. They continue however to urge the assimi-
lation of dutics on the broad ground of its consonance with those great
principles of free trade which of late have been so successfully carried out
in England, and which arc now being imitated by other Commercial States;
and for the loss of revenuc which might temporarily be sustained they feel
no doubt ample indemnity would be found in that increase of trade and
material prosperity which experience shows never fails to follow the adoption’

of such policy.
peiey 1 have the honot to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  IL W. I WOOD, Secretary.

Inports of Picce Goods and Yarn extracted from VWilkinson's and Camplells,
Commercial Awnual,

Whito and Grey Cotton Picce Cotton Twist and Yarn

Goods in theusands of n thousands of
Pleces,
1849-50 14,965
1850-51 12,897
185152 17,685
1852-53 13,073
1853-54 16,430
1854-55 14,726
41,758 89,724
Average of 6 years, cwvvenewe 6,956,000 14,064,000

»




APPENDIX J

TRANSIT DUTIES.

Bencar Ciamsrr o ComMERCE,

C. BEADOY, Esqums, Caleutta, 20t February, 1856.

Secretary to the Government of India,
Ilox: DrrarTayr,

Sim—T have the honor, by desire of the Committce of the Chamber of
Commerce, to submit the subject of the following observations for the consi-
deration of the Most Noble the Governor General in Council.

The representation now made is to some extent similar to that which was
addressed to the Government of India under date the 28th April 1854, when
the Ohamber earnestly prayed that the influence and authority of the British
Gba]vcrnm@% would be employed in obtaining a modification of the objection
;L:w;“:; ;?Ji:‘llnooal:a:?'slem of Transit Dutics prevailing in the Independent

"The continuance of such a system calls for immediate carnest remonstrance,
and for the adoption of such measures as may result in the xemoval of arbitrars
and oppressive taxation. : !

‘The freedom of internal Commerce from unwise restrictions is clsewhere the
cause of progress and prosperity, and the Chamber of Commerce would hail

‘n(:ll satisfaction any Government measure having for its objcot the removal

ol‘mwrrn‘pliuns and obstacles to the trade of Upper India. I

The mischicvous results of excessive imposts on raw produce and manufic-

) tures passing through the territories of the Rajah of Rewal have bccn. rm‘ni-
nently brought to the notice of the Chiamber of Commerce by one of its laoﬁls-
sil members; and from the unquestionable information furnished ’b that
gentleman, the Committee leain that the markets of Mir; por(; Jubln)x'l ol'lc'

Nagpore, and other neighbouring localitics, are soriously iuium{ by the me;

Yovied on every article of Commeres passing through the Rewal Staie, and that

even the distant market of Caleutta is not unaffected by them. The district
of Jubbulpore is stated to be capable of competing in produce cqual, if not
superior, to that of the Punjab, and of supplying in considerable quantity the
finest quality of linseed; but the severe tax of cight annas per maund imposed
upon its transit through Rewah is prohibitory of its export.

And as a remarkable instance of capricious and unjust taxation, the Chamber
notices the duty levied on Shelluc and Lac Dye: it was formerly 12 annas per
load of 3} maunds, but has been raised to 5 Rupees. The eflect upon these
articles is similar to that upon Linseed.

Under these circumstances the Chamber carnestly prays that the matter
now respeetfully submitted to the Governor General in Council may have the
fullest consideration.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  H. W. L. WOOD,
Secretary.

No. 595.

Faon CECIL BEADON, Esauiny,
Secy. lo the Govt. of India,

To 1I. W, I. WOOD, Esqumr,
Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Dated the 4th April, 1856.

Sir,—I am direcled by the Right Honorable the Governor General in
Council to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter,
dated the 20th February last, respecting the system
of Transit Dutics prevailing in the Independent

Home Departuent.
Separate—Revenue.
States of Hindoostan,
2. Since the date of your letter of the 28th April 1854, the Maharajals
Scindiah,—as the Chamber will have probably perceived from a notification
published in the Caleutta Gazeltc of the 1st September last, pages 1230 and
1231,—has abolished the levy of Iransit Duties along the entire length of the
Agra and Bombay road, passing within the Gwalior territory. The Rajah of
Rewal has also declared his intention to vevise the system of levying tolls in his
territory by limiting the chowkeys or posts to cight, and haying but one central
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_oftice for the colicction of Transit Dutics at Rewah. 1fis Lordship in Council
desires me to add that the Government of India will use every proper endeavour
1o induce both the Rajah of Rewah, and the other Native Princes alluded to in
your carlier letter, to adopt a more liberal and-wiser policy as respects the
internal Commeree of the country.

T hiave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) CECIL BEADON,
Secy. to the Gout, of Tndia.

Couxcin Ciannrr,
The 3tk April, 1856,

APPENDIX K.

MOORINGS.

Brxcar CrAMBER of CoMMERCE,
Calcutta, 12th March, 1856.

To W. GREY, Esavirn,
Secy. to the Government of Bengal.

Str;—With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of increased
Moorings for the shipping of this port, T am instrueted to request the fuvor of
your informing the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce what extent of
additional accommodation has been sunctioned, and what portion of it has been
rendered available.

“The Committee will also be glad to learn that their suggestion to lay down
“Swinging Moorings in the stream has had the approval and confirmation of
Government.

1 hiave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedicnt Servant,

(Signed) I W. L WOOD,

Secretary.
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No. 189.

TFront 1

UNDER-SECRETARY o iz GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To tur SECRETARY ro tus BENGAL CIIAMBER or COMMERCE,

Dated Fort William, the 31st March, 1856.

Sim—T am dirceted by the Licutenant Governor to acknowledse the
veceipt of your letter, dated the 19th fustant, and in reply to
Marine, forward for the information of the Chamber of Commerce a

copy of the correspondence noted in the margin, from which

the Chamber will learn the further steps taken by Government, since the date
of the last communication made to them on
From Supdt. of Marine, No. N e i
, dated 7(h Novembor, 1855,  th¢_ subjeet, for providing additional nccom-
with'enclosure. modation for ipping »
b e sty anton g, 0000 o the shipping of the port.
Novembor, The Chamber will also observe from the
letter of Captain Rogers that their proposal
for lnying down Swinging Mogorings hias been postponed for trial hereafter if
necessary. X

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed)  A. W. RUSSELL,
Under-Seey. to the Government of Bengal.

No. 6751.
To Tire HONORABLE 1. J. HALLIDAY,
Licutenant Governor of Dengal.

Hoxoranr Srm,—]I have the honor {o acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secre-
tary Grey’s letter, No. 391 of 20th September last, velative to an increase to
the Moorings, and intimating that your Honor would await a fuller report on
the subject, and requesting me to communicate with the Chamber of Commerce
with respect 10 the advisability of lying down Moorings in the stream, and
alko in respeet to the advantages of laying Moorings on the opposite side of the
River,

2. With reference to the above, T have the honor to forward copy of o letter
from the Sceretary to the Chamber of Commeree* and also

a copy of one

* Printed fn the Chamber's Report of November, 1855,
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from the Master Atlendant, forwarding a plan of a proposed arsangement of
{he Fixed Moorings on the Caloutta side, by which with ixed Moorings for
tventy ships laid on the Howral side, accommodation will be found for 154
slips, and in cases of necessity twenty more will be sheltered between the
tiers.

5. Tbwill be scen that the Master Attendant proposes to lay Fixed Moorings
for cight ships below Ifastings’ Dridge, and for twelve between Prinscp's
Ghaut and Fort Point, and lo form a double line off the Lsplanade, and to
add two Liers of two ships each at some, Tittle distance from ‘the shore ofl the
Mint where the water is shoal ncar the shore. These with four tiers of four
each below Howrah Ghaut on the Western shore, and Moorings for four ships
off the Salt Golabis, which are not shown in the plan, will give altogether Fixed
Moovings for 154 ships. .

‘4. - This plan of the Master Attendant T would beg (o recommend be earried
out by using the materials now in hand and expected, in laying down Tixed
Moorings in the places indicated where none are now laid, such as below
Taustings' Bridge, between Dyinscp's Ghaut and Foxt Point, and about the
Mint and off the Salt Golabs. i

5. 16 as is anticipated, only onc-half of the anchors now down arc likely
Lo be recovered, it would not be advisable to commence to distur them wntil
all the other available spaces hiave Moorings placed in them ; when. the laying of
the Fixed Moorings now proposed is completed, Swinging and Fixed Moorings
in the strcam can be tried.

* * * *

9. An indent for anchors, chains, &c., for cighty additional Moorings, is
ierewith forwarded for transmission to the lon’ble Courl of Directors.

1 have the honor to be,
sir,
Your most obedicnt Servant,
(Signed) T. B. ROGERS,
Superintendent of Maiine.

DARINE SUPERINTENDENTS OFFICE,

Tort Winraam, }
The 7th November, 1855,
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No. 2303.

Fron CAPTAIN D. ROBERTSON,
Daster Attendant,

To J. SUTHERLAND, Eseutrr,
Offg. Secy. to the Superintendent of Marinc.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your leller, No.

N 6179, dated 10th ultimo and its

ylln o 5930 rom tho Supesinendentof g1 ot in ho g,
Letter No. 391, dated 20th September, 1855, The ond para. of your letter

from the Seccrotary to the Govornment of Bengal
to the Superintendent of Marine,

draws my partieular attention to
the 10th of Mr. Scerctary Grey's,
and I shall therefore report on that subject first.

2. Tamsorry I cannot concur with the Superintendent of Marine in thinking
that no very great danger is to be apprehended by placing ships between the
Moorings. I incline to the belief that great risk is incurred in so doing, and
T would adopt it only in cases of necessity. The recent accident which befel
the Aberfoyle is illustrative of the danger of placing ships between the
Moorings. In consequence of the way she was Lemmed in she could not be
removed, and it was providential that the flames did not burst out, extend {o
the rigging, spread to the contiguous vessels, and sacrifice property to a consi-
derable amount ; since that accident ships have been hauled between the
Moorings. Although the Harbour Master and I have been sensitively alive to
the risk incurred, I would not altogether repudiate the system, but I would,
as 1 have said before, resort to it in cases of necessity only. With respect to
the double tier of ships off the Esplanade nothing would be casicr than for the
outer ship to slip, and allow the inner one, if on fire, to be hauled ont,

3. Lregret that I should inadvertently have omitted to reply to the subject
of Swinging Moorings referred to in your letter of the 3rd July, and proposed
by the Chamber of Commerce. I am of opinion that Swinging Moorings
would not answer for vesscls to ride by in the S. W. Monsoon for the follow-
ing reasons s—

1stly.—The great demand for Moorings avises from ships lying in the stream
carrying away their hawscpipes,

2ndly.—The Moorings which would be luid down would be much heavier
than the cables of the ships, whereby hawsepipes and cut-waters would be
more liable to injury.

4. With advertence to the third plan of laying down Moorings on {he
opposite side of the River, I beg to state that I suggested it to meet the
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emergent wants of the port. That Moorings can be placed on the opposite
bank I have no doubt, and we shall ultimately have recourse to lay down
Mostings there. The four lnid down off Howrah experimentally prove the
feasibility of the plan. The Moorings on the opposite side would be laid on
thie Seebpore sand, as there is a xise of cight fect during the froshes, when they
ied.

“?Mll:z\:::;: the close of 1854, we had but 56 sets of fixed Moorings (36 off
Caleutta and 20 off Cooly Bazar). Since the commencement ot.uus year,
one Swinging and twenty Fixed Moorings have been laid down, making a total
0r67,7'1n the plan suggested by Captain Dicey for the relaying of the Cooly
Bazar Moorings, cight extra ones would be gained, and the same number of
ships should be hauled between them as at present. ) .

7. From the great demand which there has been for Moorings this year, and
the obvious necessity of some remedy to meet the wants of the pm't,.I have
given the subject my best attention, and have now, with the aid of my assistants
the Lonor to submit for the consideration of the Superintendent, & new plan
for. laying down Moorings, by which 73 more vessels will be accommodated
wmaking Moorings inall for 156, and in cases of necessity twenty more will be
sheltored between them; should more Moorings be required hereaftor more
could be laid further up on the Mint sand on the opposite side of the River,

+ B * » B
- Ihave, &c.,
(Signed)  D. ROBERTSON,
DMaster Attendant,

Master ATTENpANT's Orrics, }
The 3rd November, 1855,

[
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No. 489,
Frox tns UNDER-SECRETARY to Tz GOVERNMENT or 13’11‘.!‘!(};\Ly
To Tnr SUPERINTENDENT or MARINE,

Fort William, the 26tk November, 1855.

Smr,—I am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 6751,

dated the 7th instant, with its enclosures, and in reply to state

Aarine. that the Licutenant Governor approves of your recommen-

dation in favor of the Master Attendant’s plan of laying down

Fixed Moorings in the Tlooghly in the places indicated, and authorizes its being
carried into cffect.

- * * . *

8. The indent reccived with your letter under acknowledgment, as well as
that forwarded with your communication No. 6888 of the 15th instant, will be
transmitted to England by the next Mail.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  G. G. MORRIS,
Under-Seerctary to the Government of Bengal.

. Custom Iouse Ghit, lying South of the Jetty, the chicl object in view, viz.,

APPENDIX L

THE STRAND BANK.

No. 1346.
Frox T CILIEF MAGISTRATE or CALCUTTA,
To e SECRETARY To Tt CHAMBER or COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

26tk November, 1855.

Stm—T have the honor to obscrve that the Government having recently
sncumred no small expense in sloping and macadamising that portion of the

{he convenicnce of the coolics cngaged in landing and shipping of goods,
appears (o bv entircly lost sight of; for in place of being available to them fox
the purpose in question, the place is entirely covered with logs of iinported
timber, which not only obstruct the slope itsclf so as to prevent its being used,
but, from being partly in the water, prevent cargo-boats from coming to the
bank. It appears to me that if that portion of the Ghat referred to is to
continue to be used as at present, the Government will have incurred a very
great and unnecessary expense, and that the {imber also could have been
placed more conveniently for Mercantile interests on the wider space at the
top of the Bank before it was cut down and sloped.

9. The only reason for my now addressing you is to suggest whether, it
some other portion of the Strand Bank was to be set aside as a landing place
for imported timber, the convenience of the Port would not be consulted. At
present all teak logs ave taken across to the other side of the river, and the
woodl at the Custom House Ghat is, T believe, chiefly piic and mahogany; it
would probably be found a nuisance to land the former at this side, but all
other kinds might, T think with advantage, be deposited somewhere North of the
Mint,
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8. I beg that you will submit the question for the consideration of the
Chamber of Commerce; the Strand Bank being under my charge, T will be
glad to give up, subject to the Licutenant Governor's sanction, any portion
which may be pointed out s more suitable than the slope of the Custom Iouse
Ghiit.

1 have the honor to be, &,

(Signed)  G. F. COCKBURN,
. Cliicf Magistrate.

Brraat CuaMnen or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 4th December, 1855,

G. F. COCKBURN, EsQuirg,

Chicf Magistrate, Caloulla.

Sir,—I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce {o
acknowledge the receipt of your letier, No. 1346, of the 26th ultimo, and to
thank you for having drawn attention to the condition of the Wharf, and for
the suggested means of removing the inconvenience and obstructions brought
{o their notice. They have subsequently been glad to learn that, since
addressing the Chamber, you have, in concert with the Colleetor of Customs,
made suitable arrangements for the future by the sclection of a picce of ground
which they believe will be found most convenient for the required purpose.

Tn connexion with this subject, T am instructed to submit for your consider-
ation the great advantage that would result i the Strand Bank, extending
from the Custom House to the neighbourhood of the Mint, were metalled in
1he same way as the road adjoining it.

The crowds of heavily-lden carts that collect on every available spot
having an casy approach to the River cut up the ground and render it, more
particularly during the rainy scason, almost impassable. Considerable delay
and inconvenience, and frequently much damage, are the consequence, which
would to agreat degree be obviated if the soil were sufliciently metalled to
Dear the wear and tear of unceasing traflic,

The Committee therefore trust you will be good cnough to give their
recommendation your best attention, and will be glad to be informed that it
bas met with your approval and the sanction of the Government of Bengal,

1 lave, &,

(Signed) . H.W. L WOOD,
Sceretary.

i

From tig CIIEF MAGISTRATE or CALCUTTS,
To rur SECRETARY 7o Tur CHHAMBER or COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

17h January, 1856.
Sin,—Referring to your letter dated the 4th ultimo, on the subjeet of
metalling the Strand Bank, T have the honor
to annex, for the information of the Chamber
of Commerce, copics of correspondence as per
margin.

Lefter to Seey. Govt. of Bengal,
No, 15, of 4th January, 1836.

Do. from Do, No. 133, of 14th
ditto,

I have the lionor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed)  G.F. COCKBURN,
Clief Mugistrate.

No. 15.

To i SECRETARY 1o iz GOVERNMENT or BENGAL.

Judicial Department, Fort William.
4th January, 1856.

Sir,—I have the honor to solicit the sanction of the Ilonorable the Licute-
nant Governor to metalling, at an expense of Rupees 4,509-8-6, according to
the accompanying Estimate No. 15, prepared by the Superintendent of Roads,
that portion of the Strand Bank between the Bonded Ware-house and
Jackson's Ghit.

9. The ground in question, which belongs to Government, has been entirely
eleared of all encumbrances, and, owing partly to the incomplete arrrangements
for the improvement of the Custom ITouse Ghft but chiefly 4o the immense
increase in the trade of the Port, has heen for many months past daily covered
with an immense number of carts and coolics engaged in the landing and.
shipping of goods and produce of all kinds.

3. During the lnst rains consi i ience was

in
consequence of the soil not being firm, cart-wheels hecame imbedded in mud,
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and the place was much eul up; it is {o prevent this inconvenience in future
hat the metalling is desirable.

4. His Honor was pleased Iast year {o sanction certain projeeted improve-

- ments on the Strand Bank which have been par-
lh)s‘s‘:lc‘l!l’s“l[er{le:{ml\e:isﬁ?,‘;m ?inlly carried out,—among these were the enclos-
Moy, 1655, ing the ground with green painted posts and cross
) bars, having openings between each to allow of the
ingress and egress of coolies and boatmen with goods, some metal xoads being
made for the convenicnce of the Bonded Ware-louse, and River Steam N:nvia-
gation Companics, &c., but it is clear that the wants of the mercantile prblic
cannot be met except by keeping the whole of the Bank south of Jackson’s
Ghdt available for the landing and shipping’ of goods, and I would therefore
propose to have it entirely open.

5. On this subject T have received a letter from the Sceretary to the
Chamber of Commerce, which is annexed for His Honor's information ; it will
Dbe seen that the metalling of the Bank from the Custom House to Ch(; neigh-
Dbourhood of the Mint is suggested, but the portion I have selected is, in Tny
opinion, quite sufficient for the present, the remainder can bhe undémkcn
lereafter if found to be necessary.

6. T would have included the metalling of that portion between the Bonded
Warc-house and Old Fort Ghit in the accompanying cstimate, had I not
understood that a sccond shed is about to be erected on it by the Chief
Engineer, who will, I presume, make his own arrangements for any metalling
vequired, otherwise the additional work can be taken in hand after the crection
of the shed.

7. The soft stone required for a foundation can be supplied by the Muni-
cipal Commissioners without expense.

8. The cost of the improvement proposed,
charged to the Strand Bank Rent Fund.

Rupces 4,509-3-G, should be
1 have, &e,

(Signed)  G.I. COCKBURN,
Clief Magistrate.

li
No. 153.

"o i CILIEF MAGISTRATE or CALCUTTA.
Dated Fort William, 14th January, 1856.

Stm,—T am dirccted to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 15, of the

Fudicial. 4th inslant, with enclosures, and in reply to state that the

: . Licutenant Governor, under the circumstances represented,
is pleased to authorize the cxpenditure of the sum of Rupees four thousand
five hundred and nine, three annas, six pic (4,609-3-6) in metalling the portion
of the Strand Bank between the Bonded Ware-house and Jackson's Ghilt, the
same to be chargeable to the © Strand Bank Rent Fund.”

9. The Licutenant Governor is likewise pleased to approve of the proposal
contained in your 4th paragraph that the whole of the Bank south of Jackson's
Glift be kept available for the landing and shipping of goods.

3. The Estimate submitted with your letter is returned.

4. 'To prevent mistakes I am to point out that the amount of this Estimate
is Rupees 4,799-8-9.  The figures in the 1st and 2nd paragraphs of your Ietter
are Rupcees 4,500-3-G. N

1 have, &,y
(Signed)  A.W. RUSSELL,
Under-Secy. to the Got, of Bengal.
(True Copies)

(Signed) W L. IIARWOOD,
Ilead Clerk.

Brxcar Cnansecr or CoMMERCE,
Caleulta, 30t January, 1856.

G. . COCKBURN, Esauirg,
Chiicf Magistrate, Caleutla.
Str,—I have the honor o annes copy of a letter from the Under-Secretary
. 1o the Govermient of Bengal, from which you will observe that the estimate for
he sccond shed ordered to be submilted by the Chief Engincer is still under
preparation, and consequently that there is not the most remole chance of the
shed eing built il long'after the next xains.
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T am therefore dircetod to vequest you will submit for the re-consideration
of the Honorable the Licutenant Governor, the qucstion of metalling the entine
tength of the Strand Bank as recommended by you, including that gortion
which it is understood will hereafter be the site of the second shed,

~ Tle reasons for the proposed improvements laving been so fully desoribed
in your letter of the 4th instant, to the Licutenant Governor, I nced no
recapitulate them, but ospectfully submit that, the necossary measures bo
taken with the least possible delny.

T hiave the honor to b,

i,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) 1L W. . WOOD,
Secrelary.

. No. 178,
To e SECRETARY ro tue CIIAMBER OF COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

20k February, 1856.

St,—1 have the honor to ncknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 30t
ultimo, and in reply to state for the information of the Chamber of Commeree
- that the length of the Strand Bank from the Ghat in front of the Bonded
Ware-house to Ol Fort Ghit is about 500 fect, of which the new Shed, which
Tias recently been sanctioned by Government, will oceupy about 310° fect, and
" the Civil Architect is of opinion that it will he better not to metal this part.
In regard to the remainder T will obtain the sanction of the Licutenant
Governor for its heing metalled and endeavour to have the work done hefore
the rains, : .
T have the honor to be,
Siry
Your most ohedient Servant,
(Signed) G, . COCKBURN,
Clief Magistrate.

. conclusion that Col. Goodwyn’s plan, as sel forth in his proximate estimate and
ile Ci

APPENDIX M

PIERS, WHARFS, &

Brxncan Cuamprr or CoMMERCE,
Culeulta, 2nd April, 1856.

To W. GREY, Tsquirr,
Secy. to the Government of Bengal.

Stn—I am dirccted to acknowledge the reccipt of Mr. Under-Seerelary
Morris' letter, No. 744, of the 3rd ultimo, on the subject of providing Wharfs
along a portion of the Strand Bank. o- .

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce have carefully perused the
correspondence conveying the different views ndvocated, and have come to the

specification, appears to meet the requi of the
more than any of the other suggestions which have been placed before them.

But the Committee think there are three good reasons why they should
hesitate to recommend it—v :

1st—That, supposing the proposed Jetties, Quays, &c., erected, it is
jmpossible to predicate what course this capricious river will take in their
vicinity—whether a sufficient scour, as” suggested by Col: Goodwyn, could
always be preserved so as to insure deep water for vesscls alongside, or
whether the tendency would be (as augured by the Chief Magistrate) for the
yiver tosilt up, so as to call for & perpetual extension of either Piers or Gang-

ways to reach the ships. )

2ndly—That, while it appears from the correspondence that the Supreme
Government would not sanction Col. Goodwyn’s estimate of 17 lacs without
ihe authority of the Court of Directors, they are searcely prepared Lo ask that
authority on mere proximate cstimates like the prosent. This difficulty how-
ever might be removed if Government would appoint competent Engineers, ov
others, to prepare o careful survey and the required number of Sections, so
that they could accurately check the Chicf Engineer’s estimate.

1L
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3rdly.—That in the present position of two important questions which time
only will solve—viz., to what extent will the river Mutlah supersede the

THooghly as the port of Caleutta, and whether Wet Docks for shipping will

ever be constructed on the Iatter river—the Committee could not reasonably

urge the Government at present to enter upon the improvement of the Strand’

Bank on a scale so costly in point of outlay, and so extended in point of time.

Under these circumstances the Committee respectfully recommend an early
commencement of the plan proposed by Mr. Pratt (modified, if approved of;
as lereafter suggested,) by laying down two of the Floating Piers or Pontoons
deseribed in his letter (and which the Committee presume could be readily
constructed here without reference to the English patentces) between Bank-
shall Ghét and Clive Strect Ghit; and that from the latter to Iitkolah, the

Chief Magistrate’s suggestions, contained in paras. 12,13 and 15, of his letter of

22nd February, for metalling the whole Bank and sloping it gently to the

water's edge, should be followed out with all practicable despatch. If the

Government be pleased to sanction this, the Committee will be prepared to
. point out the best sites for the two Floating Piers, and for the erection of

further shed accommodation for both the European and the Native trade.

" A plan has been suggested to the Committet, which they think well deserves

Strand Bank. attention, it is much on
the same principle as Mr.
Pratt’s, the only difference
consisting in the Floating
Pier or stage supported
on Pontoons, being placed
further from the shore, so
asto admitof aship lying
on cach side of it, s sketch
ed in the margin. The
alteration in placing stages would be easily arranged.

The principle advoeated Dby Mr. Pratt is excellent; but he is somewhat
sncorrect in bis figured estimates, and particularly so in assuming that a Pier
of 300 fect in length will allow five vessels to lic alongside at one time—the
average length of ships in this River being upwards of 160 fect.

Tn conclusion the Committee desire to sccond the suggestion made by the
Trade Association for having the Strand Road from the Custom Iouse to
Hatkolah being considerably widened, and to press for an carly commencement
of the works already referred to.

Ihave, &,
I, W. 1. WOOD,
Secrelary.,

(Signed)

APPENDIX N

MARINE REGISTRY OFFICE.

Brxaarn Cuamwer or Conrner,

Culeutla, st April, 1856,
To W. GREY, Esurrr,
Secy. to the Govt. of Dengal.

Sim,—T am directed to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Under-Scerctary Morris®
Tetter, No. 112 of the 4th ultimo, giving cover to correspondence relative -to*
the proposed establishment of an Office for' Shipping Scamen, in supersession of
all Ticensed Offices, and in conneetion with the present Registry Office. :

Upon o question so materially affecting the interests of the shipping of this
port, the Committee deemed it proper to take the sense of the Mercantile
Community gencially; and I am desired to state that n very considerable
majority have recorded opinions totally at variance with the views entertained
by Captain Currie, and strongly opposed to the introduction of a mensure
which their experience enables them to disapprove of and condemn. They
conccive that the proposed plan would not only be unattended with the asserted
advantages, but that it would entail far greater evils than now exist ; and they
deprecate any restriction upon mutual agreement between scamen and their
employers, or interference with their own independent conduct in that respect.

But, while the proposed cstablishment of a Shipping Office-hns been so
unequivoeally rejected, still more carnestly s the abolition of the Registry Office
advocated ; that i hasbeen a decided failure, and o ‘source
of constant annoyance and dissatisfaction to masters and men “as entailing
delays, and imposing idle hindrances ; and destitute of any real advantage.”

Tts inutility is d by partics of ble shipping ience s
and the cvils attendant upon a mischicvous system are bitterly complained of.

In itting to the Ionorable the Licutenant Governor the substance of
{lc comments passed upon the proposal, the Committee beg to remind Ilis
Tonor that the ineflicient and unsuceessful working of the Registry system in
England resulted in its complete abolition : and whereas the results of a system.
which was introduced in this country with similar Views, viz, its practical utility
for the shipping of this port, have not been different from those arrived at in
England, the Committee conceive that the grounds on which the system was
abrogated at home, should be regarded as sufficient for its abolition abroad.

T have, &e.y
(Signed)  IL W. L \WOOD,
Sceratary.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE
BENGAL COHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Adopted at a General Meeting of the Chamber, on Mon-
day, the 9th day of May 1853.

Firstocovss That the Society shall be styled “ Tae BENGAL Cr
nR OF COMMERCE.” S

Second ... That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over
and protect the gencral interests of Commerce ; to
collect information on all matters of interest to,thc
Mercantile Community, and to use cvery means
within its power, for the removal of evils, the 1-c(htcss
of grievances, and the promotion of the common
good; to communicate with authorities and indivi-
dual parties thereupon; to form a code of practice
whereby the transaction of business may be simpli-
fied and facilitated ; to receive references and to 'nI')bi-
trate between disputants. The decisions in ‘such

) references being recorded for future guidance.

Third...... That it being highly desivable not to recognize any prin-
ciple of exclusion, all persons eng:wedu or intcrlestod
in the Commerce or Shipping of Beﬁnnl, shall, upon
payment of the Subscription and on :ign:\uu'c ’of l:hc

lix

TRules and Regulations, be admissible as Members in
the manner hereinafter described.

Fourtl ... That Candidates for admission, proposed by one Mem-
er and seconded by another, shall be ballotted for,
and a majority of votes shall decide the clection.

Fiftheeeess That voting by proxy, or by Members whose Subscrip-
tions are in arrcar, be not allowed.

Sitllieeeees That the Chamber rescrves to itself the right of expel-
ling any of its Members; such expulsion to be decided
by the votes of thrce-fourths of the Members of the
Chamber.

Seoentli®... That a majority of the firms constituting the Chamber
shall be held sufficient to form any General Meeting,
at which, although two or more partners of one firm
e present, they are to count in voting as only onc
Member; and no two Members of one firm can be at
{he same time Members of the Committee.

Lighth... That the monthly Subscription of each Member or firm
be Rupees 16, subject Tiereafter to increase or reduc-
tion as may be decided by a General Mecting.

Nintheo.... That the business and funds of the Chamber shall be
managed by a Committee of seven Members, consist-
ing of the President and Vice-President, and five
Members, to be clected amnually at a General Meet-
ing of the Chamber in the month of May ; the Presi-
dent or, in his absence, the Vice-President, being Ex-
Officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the absence
of the President and Vice-President, the Committee to
clect its own Chairman. Four to form a quoram;
the Chairman, in cages of equality, having the casting
vote. )

Tentliesser That the Committee shall meet on such day of every
week as it may fix as most convenient, for- the pur-
pose of transacting such business as may come within




Ic

the limits of the objects of the Chamber, and that s
Pproceedings be laid on the table open to the inspection
of Members, subject to such regulations as the Com-
mitteo may deem expedient.

Lleventh... That vacancies in the Committee created Dy the absence
of Members from the Presidency for two months, or
by departure for Lurope, or by death, be filled up at
a General Meeting by a majority of the Members
present thereat.

Tuwelfth ... That the Sceretary be elected by the Committec;

such election to be subject to confirmation at the next
ensuing General Meeting.

That the General Meetings of the Chamber be held
from time to time as the Committee for the time
being may deem necessaxy.  That a Special General
Mecting shall be called by the President, or, in his
absence, by the Vice-President, or by his order on
the requisition of any five firms, Membors of the
Chamber, to be held within five d.
the receipt of such requisition.

Lourteenth. That all Proceedings of the Committee be subject to
approval or otherwise of General Meetin

vened.

Fifteenth, That strangers visiting the Presiden
duced as Honorary Members for two :months by any
Member of the Chamber, iuserting their names in a
book to be kept for that purpose.

Sizteenth. That the Committce be empowered to make Bye-laws,
which shall not be of any force until approved of by
2 General Meeting.

Seventeenth. That an Annual Report of the Proceedin
ed; and, after being approved of
ing, printed and circulated.

Lighteenth. That the above Rales be added to, or altered, only by
a majority of Members of the Chamber.

Thirteenth.

ays subsequent to

gs duly con-

cy may be intro-

gs be prepar-
at a General Meet-

Ixi

That the foregoing Rules be prinlc;l, ﬂ‘l)!(lv (;\‘1‘1 13\‘::};::::"
cated copy, subseribed by each Mem (;1 ]l;c‘, o
De kept as part of the records of the l.\l!f ] . ot

sinted copies be forwarded to Members of the Cha !
Pt 1 : Scerctary o Government, and to such
bclr, %0 «‘":,(i:cs or authoritics as it may be desirable to

OL’\‘I?:: lﬁl;::]\minlcd with the objects and Rules of the

Nincteenth

mi
Association. /
g Cham-
The Seventle Rule, as modified al @ General Meeting rlggz_hf o
" The S ovember. 1854,
 vor. el on Monday, the 270k day of November, 185
er,

That any number of Members prese nt shall be held to constitute
a General oting, called in conformity with the Rules of the
al Meeting, called in y ;
amber, for the despatch of ordinary business; but that no

Chamber,

chanee in the Rules of the Socicty can be considered excep at a
in y red exeep
ng

jori y s of the
General Meeting at which the majority of the Members
L' t.
Chamber shall be presen ‘
fencr the
i The following Rules were adopted al @ Gcnlj al Meeling of
' Chamber, held on the 18th May, 1853 :—

idual Members of the Chamber

ripti r indiv! !
That the Subseription for i e . e

be Rupees 10 per mensem, while those nlorm g o
under any style or firm, do pay the Rupees 16 per
ander any \
’s last Meeting.

red at the Chamber’s las ¢ . G Mo

so‘"l'(:('\lq the Subscription for Mofussil Members De two
hat

hurs, or Company’s Rupees 32 per Annum.
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