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Proceedings of & General Meeling of the Bengal Chamber
- of Commerce, held on Wednesday, the 28th November

1855.:

Davio Cowis, Lsq., President, in the Chair,

Tne Proccedings of the Meeting were opened by the

Chairman reading the Report of the Committee for the

past half-year.

With reference to the correspondence on the subject of
‘the River Mutlah, the Chairman read a letter from the
Gévernment of Bengal recommending to” the Supreme
Government the desirableness of buoying off the Mutlah,
with the view of testing the advantages of that river.

The following Resolution was unanimously carried :

Proposed by Baboo Ram Gopal Ghose, secouded by
Mr. Maniachi— ’ o

That the interesting Half-yearly Report of the Com-
mittee just read be reccived and printed ; and that the
thanks of this Meeting be recorded for the Committee’s
sefvices. :

. The Chairman announced the retirement from the
Chamber .of Messrs. Martin, Pillans and Co. and Mr,
C. B. Wood ; and the conditional election of Mr. A. Black,
“wiiich the Meeting now confirmed. T

H. W. I. WOOD, Secretary.
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

IIALF-YEARLY REPORT OF TOE COMMITTEE.

In placing before the Chamber of Commerce a Drief
Report of the proceedings of their Committee for the
past half-year, it may be premised that the labours
of that body are, of mecessity, chiefly confined to
correspondence, and that the appendix of this Re-
port, in which all letters of interest are printed in

" ewtenso, will consequently form its leading feature,

and be the real proof of -the exertions of the Com-
mittee on behalf of the Mercantile Community. The
chicf topics thus referred to are the following :—

1. - Revision of the Tariff, by expunging from it a gustoms
long list of articles of trifling import and export, o it
mensure which is still under the consideration of
Government. .

2. Arrangement for the despatch of Commercial Commorsial
messages to the Chamber by each mail from London London
and Hong Kong. ’ . )

3. 8 ful application to- Government of India Bleciio Tole- E
in reference to the Electric Telegraph ;—Ilst, for 5T
precedence of these messages, cost fréc, provided each
does not exceed 160 words, and is treated as public
news ; and 2ndly, for refund to the public of the cost
of all repeated messages not delivered, or rendered
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unintelligible in transmission, or which have expe-
rienced unreasonable delay.

The Committee, it will be seen, have also mged thc
introduction of the American system of telegtaphing

so strongly » ded by Dr. O’Shaughnessy, and
have little reason to doubt that he will shortly be
empowered to effect it.

4. The important subject of an improved commu-
nication between Howrah and Caleutta, in reply to an
application from Captain Rogers, as President.of a
Committee appointed by Government on the feasibi-

lity of bridging the Hooghly.
iot Sonviee, 5. TUnceasing endeavours to procure from Govern-

ter's Depart- ment-that increase to the Pilot Service, the II-u'bom
mont & Moor-
ings.

Bridging tho
Hooghly.

imperatively called for by the extensive increase of
shipping, and the urgent necessity of which is in:mo.

way lessened by any future prospects of an auxiliary. ’

port in the Mutlah, or of Wet Docks near Calcutta.
BillsofLading 6. A request to the East India and China Associ-
andToliics . tion to obtain the’extension to this country of a bill
for removing the disabilities which at present attach
to holders of Bills of Lading and Policies of Insurance,
in conseq wce of such d not being in law
transferable by endorsement.
Peninsular 7. A further urgent attempt to bring to the notice
Forel PU"E""" of the East India Company, and, through them, of the
Admiralty, the constant mfrmvemeuts of t]\eu' mail
contract by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam N avi-
gation Compuny, in the vexatious slowness of their
steamers, and the expediency of transferring the right
of fixing dates for the despatch of these vessels from

" Master’s Department, and the River Moounrrs, so |
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their respective Admiralty Agents to the Govcmor
General.

8. The long pending claim of the merchants. for C‘uslomnousc
adequate shed accommodation opposité the Custom
se, the present state of which is, that one shed of .
iderable dimensions and apparent solidity, is now
in course of erection, but that the Supreme Govern-
ment has apparently not yet been induced to sanction
the estimate of the Chief Engineer for- an additional
one of 300 feet by 50.

9. Communication with the Director General of Post Office.
the Post Office on some points in which carelessness in
sorting and delivering letters and papers had been
complained of by merchants.

10. Obtaining from the Government of Bengal a Salrngeclnlms
clear and decided statement of the rules to he obser vcd ment ?,:;:\erl::
in future in reference to the right of any Government
steamers' or vessels in Government employ to clajm
salvage. .

11.. And an endeavour to obtmn from Govern- Drawba
ment the rescission of an order of the Collector of 2?‘31...',”“"“15
Customs and Board of Revenue, which completely
altered, to the detriment of the merchant, the mode-:
in which drawbacks and refunds of tlg\_ty_.had previ- -
ously heen paid; in which the Committee were

" ultimately so far successful that the Collector has been

instructed to ascertain. whether their suggestion for
payment of such’ ‘demiands by orders of the General
Treasury or Bank of Bengal cannot be complied with.

12. The Madras Chamber of Commerce in June weights and
last applied to this Chamber for their co-operation in M
inducing Government to introduce a uniform system

i e



Usury Lows.

Salt at Kur-

raghce.

‘Wet Docks.

Mutlah.

of weights and measures thronghout India. The ad-

vantages of such an ltoration would bé sclf-evident,

but, inasmuch as an carriest movement is now going on

at home to biing the weights and measures of Great

Britain to uniform and probably decimal standards,

the Committee felt it would be premature”to apply

for any independent change in this country, until the
qnéstion is finally settled at home, as it would evident-
ly be a great desideratum in any such important,
changes that the weights and measures of India and
Tngland should, as far as possible, be assimilated.

13. A Bill for the repeal of the Usury Laws, for
which the Committee applied on the 18th Junc 1853,
has recently been passed, and comes into operation
on the 1st January next. -

14. An interesting notice from Government ap-
pears in the Appendix regarding the facilitics afforded
at Kurrachee for freighting vessels with Salt, to
which the Committee have done their best to give
publicity both here and in England.

There are various other matters on which corres-
pondence will be found in the Appendix, which nced
not here be further alluded to; and the following

subjects have recently occupied the attention of the

" Committee, altliough in point of form the correspon-
dence connected with them will not enter into the
past half-year's report, vizi— .

The construction of Wet D¢
derpore. .

The buoying off of the xiver Muatlah, that its
capabilities may be fairly tested, and the Hooghly
e relieved of some of its present surplus shipping.

Docks at Howrah or Kid--

7

" An improvement in ’.
in the syst i
by a depositor of hullion s%mlilrllaz Leﬁt;ihilll;;t’ N
at once a certificate to s of e
co 4 oen the extent of grd i
Ideposlt without waiting, as of late, untii}r(:hse 0{hhlls
mz b:]:e;] tested in the ordinary modes e
nd lastly, the expediency of i
oo perioaicalp ency of " obtaining from Gro- Publication
L estimates of the inco; mont S
expenditure of the country, o af o
ountry, and monthly ret Dalaneant 1y
the amount of cash held as balances in its t o
( a n its treasuri
The Committee have opencd correspond: o with
the Chambers of C; oo, Fowdon, covoes.
b of ‘ommeree at Marseilles, Bordeaus, Commeree.
re, Paxis, Tricste, Genoa, Hamb and
! ¢ on, H urgh, Boston, a
l\nlgv Yo.rk, requesting an interchange o;‘ commt’zr?i]dl
ot yru;izlon,t .zmd particularly of any alterations whiciil
, from time to time, be i ir I
Nesine Togiiom, , be made in their Fiscal and
The ‘usual . half- S
L yearly statement
the’Chamber is appended. o e B

Ofign(:;;l‘;?;? thlf pofnmitte(.: will record as matter
g Sixx:nt el;‘ impression that, notwithstand-
e mm‘keto::ixssm»offunpamlle]ed pressure on C
otlxcr.coun.tries a;ul ﬁnfncgzii‘r;l;l;(i:zsei?]gges .
::1312 ;;f:fés tl;i general trade of Bengal llasOZEZ:'
) in a sound and healthy position. ’

e DAVID COWIE,
BeNcar ClAMBER oF COMMERCE, Presidont
Caloutta, 27th November, 1855.7 }
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APPENDIX 1.
CUSTOMS TARIFF

No. 1227.

Frox mie OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY. To e
BOARD or REVENUE,

To tne SECRETARY to tne BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.

Fort ITilliam, the 1Tth Scptember, 1855.

Sm,—Adverting to your letter addressed to the Board, under date the

Customs. 11th January last, by the Committee appointed by the

J. Dunbr, Esq, Chamber of Commerce to eo-operate in the  revision of the

“Tariff for Duties,” T am directed to request that you

will be good enough to state, for the information of the Board and of Govern-

ment, what partioular articles the Committec had in- view when they

suggested “to crase from the table of valuations a number of atticles, the

quantities of which are very inconsiderable, and from which the Revenue
derives little or no benefit.”

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Scrvant,
(Signed) H. V. BAYLEY,

Officiating Junior Secretary.
B
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Brncar, CUAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Caleutta, 1st October, 1855.

H. V. BAYLEY, Esqume,
Offy. Jr. Secy. to the Board of Revenue,
Torr WILLIAM,

Sm,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
1227, of the 17th ultimo, requesting to be informed what particular articles
the Committee appointed by the ‘Chamber of Commerce to co-operate in
revising the Tariff had in view when they suggested their removal from the

table of valuations.
Your letter having been referred to that Committee, Tam directed to hand

you capy of their reply which fully details the particulars.

T have, &o.,

1. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.

(Signed)

Calcutta, 28th September, 1855,

To H. W. I, WOOD, Esquirr, B
B Secy. Bengal Chamber of Commeree. '
Sm,—TIn reply o the letter from the Officiating Junior Secrctary of the
Board of Revenue, to your address, requesting, on behalf of the Board and of
Government, to be informed what particular articles the Tarif Committee of
the Chamber had in view, when on the 11th January last they suggested the
erasure “from the table of valuations of a number of articles, the quantities of
which are very inconsiderable, and from which the Revenue derives little or
no benefit,” we beg to annex a Statement of the Imports of sixty-cight articles
during the five years, ending 30th April Tast, extracted from the Commercial
‘Annuals, published by employés of the Custom House, and which arc under-
stood to be compiled from official records, from which it appears—
Firstly—That of forty-nine articles on which a fixed valuation for duty was
placed on the last revision of the Tariff, cither no importation whatever has
taken place during these five years, or the quantity has been so inconsiderable

RS

that its value has not been stated separately, but Tias been included under the
head of “allother articles” (page 53 of the last Annual.)

Secondly.—That of nincteen other articles, the average annual value of one
only has exceeded 5,000, the remaining cighteen being thus classed i—

Exceeding 4,000, 2
Ditto 3,000, 1
Ditto 2,000, 2
Ditto 1,000, ... 7

“Less than 1,000, ...... 6

18

he aggregate annual average value of the whole nincteen articles being only
37,341,

Tt was to these sixty-cight articles the Committec’s dation had
refercnce.

‘We bhave the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servants,

(Signed)  JOHN N. BULLEN,
. SETH A. APCAR, ,1'2’"6,"‘0 o
” N M. MANIACHL, (% Tariff Com-
. JAMES ROSE, miltee.




iv .
| laverage
5 of
| 5 yoars.
Acearcorah or Pellitory, . nil. | nil. | nil. | nil
Alocs,. ) 1,350 (1,202 | 6238 | 1,731
“}lngﬁe‘r‘;‘r"‘;“v - . nil. | nil. | nil. | nil
‘Anisced, St 2| nil. 907 | -352 2,502 | s12
Assnﬁnndn (ng and Hingra,) .. [ 1,121 252 (3,599 (4,012 5,703 | 2,937
‘Animal Charcoal, . . i | nit, | mit, | wit, | oo
Bark, (Quercitron,) X - | mil §onil. il
Bdcllium (Gum,) N 2,074 {14312 36 | 4,200
Bedanal, or Quine N 2,911 |10;822) 522 | 3,445
Bugloss, . nil. [ nil | il | wil.
China Root, .. 7_53 2,404 | 371 | 1,354
Corrosive Subli nil. (2,722 | nil. 1,366
Cubebs, ... . 5,137 | 3,957 | 2,166 | 5,878
Gummin Secd, nil. | il | mil | il
nleplnmts chth or Tusks, . (3,627 {6,675 | 196 | 7,028 (5,943 | 4,674
Ditto Grinders, . it | nile | onil | wil | wil |l
nil.' 1,426 | nil. 116 | nil. 308
wil, | wil | nilo | ail| nil | nil
lints, (Gun,)
rankincense or Olibanuum, 90 | 1,617
1,184 | 1,679
1,302 | 1,860
mL 657
nil, | il.
444 | 1,683
00| 54
] nil. | 20
- }nil. nil. | nil | ol | nil | it
Lamp Black, .
Liquorice Root, -
Lignum Vit - e
ek Yoit. | wit, | mit | il | win |
Mother O’ Pe:n‘l . | 1,458 | 471 254 686 | nil. 574
0il, Sandal Wood, . "
Sooomini L | il | nil
oconnut, nil. | nil. [ ol | nil | ool | ni
Whale and Fish, . e
1SS, oo
34,948

1850-51

Avcral:u

5 yam.

0il, Earth,
Wood,

Pauchipaut,
Raisins, Guiph and Red Sea, -
Ditto,Monocka,Gulph and Red So
Rose Water, ..
Rhubarb, .
Saffron, ..
Ditto, in enlkces or lumps,
Sarsaparilla,
Sunchal, or thk Medicinal Salt,
Sulphuric A
Sugar, Lomf
Ditto, soft,
Storax Liquid,
Tortoise Shell,
Purmeric, -

nil.

nil.

u

1,048
nil.

nil.

nil.

3,332
nil.

nil.

1,082
nil.

nil.

2,697
ml

nil.

nil.

2,009
nil.

34,048

nil. *

nil.




APPENDIX 2

_COMMERCIAL REPORTS.

Letter from Jas. J. Mackenzie, Esq., late President of the
Chamber of Commerce.-
. CIIARLES LANE, Esquins,
86, Mincing Lane.

Str,—Tt may e as well to commit to paper the terms on which you have
undertakien to forward twice a month, vi¢ Marscilles, an abstract report on the
Markets for Tast India produce, and of other items of intelligence, directed
to the Deputy Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs at Bombay, for trans-
mission to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce at Caleutta.

The heads of intelligeice required are given in the form which has been
fgiven to you, and yéu are aware of the wish of the Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce to have the reports forwarded, prepaid, under a red cnvelope.
The report will of course give the latest advices up to the time of despatch
of the Mails-—and if on the day following that despatch, or at any fime
within the possibilty of overtaking the Mails at Marscilles by means of the
Tlectric Telegraph, any event or change in Markets of great and general
interest should oceur, the Committee of the Chamber would particularly desire
such information to be telegraphed to Marseilles, or if ensuring later intelli-
gence to Trieste, to be therein forwarded to Bombay, in the same manner as
your own reports.

T have to request that you will do me the favor to ascertain how the-latter
part of the can be carried out—whether the Telegraph officials
would undertake to transmit messages from Marseilles or Tricste, postage from
thence being included in the charge for them, or whether it would be necessary
to employ a private agent. Private ageney in these matters is best avoided
if possible—and I therefore hope that we may be able to dispense with it,

+ Your remuncration for the duties you have undertaken is to be at the rate
of £100 per annum, exclusive of postages and cost of stationery and messages

vii
per Blecitio Telegraph, and T have requested Messrs. Palmer, Mackillop,
Dent and Co., to pay you quarterly in terms of this arrangement, so long as
it shall exist botween you and the Bengal Ghamber of Commerce, on behall
of which T now act. You will have the goodness to hand to Messrs. Palmer,
Mackillop, Dent and Clo, a copy ‘of each of your reports, and also of any
messages you may send.  Requesting a reply,
- X am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) JAS. J. MACKENZIE.
3, UrpEr GROSVENOR STszT,}
June 12, 1855,

JAS. J. MACKENZIE, EsQuir.

Sit,—Tn reply to your favor of the 12th, 1 beg to say that T am willing
to continue the duty undertaken on the 25th ultimo of transmitting by cach.
Semi-Monthly Mail, an abstract report of the produce Markets, with financial
and other intelligence, according to-the prescribed form, on the terms pro-

posed—that is to say, £100 per annum, exclusive of payments for postages, -

stationery and Telegraph messages :—cach despatch. to be made wp to the
latest hour preceding the departure of the Overland Mail, and addressed under
a.red enyelope to the Deputy Superintendent of Electric Tl.-le"rnphs, Bombag,
for the Chamber of Commerce, Caleutta.

T also undertake, should any event of great interest lmnsplrc in time to be
telegraphed to Marseilles or Tricste, to despatch information of the same, which
I find can be accomplished without the interference of special agency, cither
through the Telegraph Office, or Mr, Renter, whose. prospectus I enclose. .
A copy of cach report or message, as soon as despatched, to. be sent to
Messts, Palmer, Mackillop, Dent and Co.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
ch i Your most obedient Servant,
4 (Siged)  + CHARLES LANE.
36, MiNciNG Laxe,
June 16, 1855. }

The Commercial Message from China is prepared and transmitted by E.
Reimers, Esq., of Hong Kong. :




APPENDIX 3.

- TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION IN INDIA.

. BexeAL CoANGER oF COMMERCE,
. Calcutta, 30th May, 1855,
To C. BEADON, Esquig,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,
Hoye DEPARTMENT:

Str,—In compliance with the application of the Committee of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, dated the 15th June, 1854, the Most Noble the Governor
General was pleased to direct the Government of Bombay to arrange for the
despatch, by Tlectric Telegraph, of a short summary of commercial intelli-
gence for the use of this Chamber ; and His Lordship also ordered that such
summary should form o part of the frst message transmitted to the Supreme
Govcmmcnr, upon the arrival of each Overland Mail. Up to the present morment
the commercial intélligence received by Telegraph, from Bombay, has been
prepared by the Chamber of Commerce there, but it has been so meagre
and unsatisfactory that arrangements have been made with parties in London,
for the compilation and despatch of a precis of mercantile news suited to the
wants of the merchants of Calcutta, The first of the series of direct advices
from London is expected by the next Mail arriving at Bombay,-and is looked
for with much interest.

The last message “transmitted l'rom Bombay to this Chamber was not
received till Jate on the night of the 24th instant, and was consequently
unavailable ill the following morning : ns delayed arrival was the source of
much disappointment and surprize, as several private messages had been
received nearly 48 hours earlier, and its utility wa) therefore greatly depre-

“ciated,

In directing that the Chamber's message should be incorporated with that
for the Gioverment, Tis Lordship the Governor General ‘admitted the impor-

tance of the earliest. receipt of mercantile news by mercantile men, and so

" sensible is the Chamber of the expediency of obtaining that object that it now

venturgs to apply for the means of securing it.
The Committee, on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce composed of a

" great section of the mercantile community and representing large and varied

interests in the trade of Calcutta, is of opinion that messages conveying impor-

tant i for a consi majority of the ial body should

have the earliest possible transthission. The Committee is aware that by the

- Riles of the Telegraph office, short messages can claim priotity of despatch,

and by their operation the message for the Chamber, necessarily of some
length, being seldom less than 100 words, would be kept back till all other
Dricfer messages had been transmitted. In such cases it may be- assumed
that private and perhaps individual interests over-ride those -of an association :
since the message for one party, in consequence of its brevity, is permitted by
the Regulations precedence over a possibly not much longer despatch intended
for the advantage of 70 or 80 Members of a public institution.

The Committee respectfully submits that the'rule which provides as above
is capable, of modification, and desires to urge upon the consideration of ‘His
Honor the President in Council the great boon that would be conferred on
the Chamber of Commerce if he would be pleased to direct that in all
instances messages for the Chamber should have precedence over all private
messages, and that they should b transmitted immediately after the despatch
of public news or other urgent matters connected with the public service.

In addition to the request now made, I am desired to submu a further
application.

Under arrangements sanctioned by the Government of Bombay, the
messages received from the ‘Chamber of Commerce, are sent fiee of charge,
but this has reference, only to the English Market cham China and -other
news being paid for.

The Committee trusts that it w:l] not be considered unreasonable if it prays
that the order for granting priority of transmission to-all.messages for this
Chamber be accompanied by directions that such transmission be free.

1 have, &,

" (Signed) © H. W. L WOOD,
Secretary,
c
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No. 820.

Frox’C. BEADON, ‘Esquir,
Secy. to the. Gout, of Tndia, _

To toe COMMITTEE or tre BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.

« Dated the 22nd Junc, 1855.

HoME DEPARTMENT.
Electric Telegraph,

GunriesmN,—T am directed by the Hon'ble the President in Council to_
acknowledge the reccipt of your Secretary’s letter, dated the 30th ultims, and
in reply to communicate as follows : -

2nd. On the 16th June, 1854, in consequence of an application from the

, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the, Deputy Superintendent of the Ilectric
Telegraph at Bombay, was instructed through the Government. of that Presi-
dency “to receive, after the arrival of each Overland Mail, a message from
the Chamber of Commerce there, giving advices of the state of the Turopean
Markets, and other commercial matters of interest for transmission o Caleutta ”
ond, a5 an additiona] convenience to-the Mercantile Community, and 5. safe-
guard against general i ion- being anticipated by individuals, the Go-
vernment of Bombay was réquested to arrange, 50 that the commercial intelli-
gence required by the Bengal Chamber, might bo dispatched without delay
““as a part of the first message for the Supreme Government.”

8rd. At the same time a copy of these. orders was sent for information
both o the Superintendent”of the Tlectsic Telegraph, and o the Deputy
Superintendent at Caleutta, and the Bengal Chamber was told what had been
done. .

4th.  Subsequently, on a further application from the Bengal Chamber of

 Commerce, the Government of Bombay was on the 6th November, 1854,
sequested, until the Electrio Telegraph should "be regularly opened to tlio
public. (<when” it was added, the Chamber of Commerco at' Caleutta will
be able to make arrangements satisfaotory to itself”), “to_avail itslf of the
sorsices of the. Chamber of Commerce at that Presidency; to convey o the
Caloutta Chaunber by Blectric Telegraph, immediately afier the receipt of the
China Mail,the necessary items of inteligence.” The Bengal Chamber of
Commerce was at the same time informed that ‘this had been done.

xi

5th.  The Comnittee now represehits that with respect to the commercial

intelligence brought by the Overland Mail, a message has herctofore been *

prepared by the Bombay Chamber, but thaf arrangements have now been

made with patties in London, for the compilation and dispatch of a precis of -

mercantile news suited to the wants of the Merchants:of Calcutta, The Com-
mittee further represents that on a late occasion the commercial message
intended for the Chamber was not received until nearly 48 hours after several
private messages, and begs that in future all messages for the Chamber should
have precedence over all private messages immediately after the dispatch of public
news.  The Committee also requests that the Chamber may receive its message
of intelligence from China, as well as of that from England, free of charge.

. '6th. The President in Council dirccts me to observe that the condition
upon which the Ohamber was permitted to have its message of English
intelligence sent free of charge, was, that it should be sent as a part of the
first message to the Supreme Government, and consequently that it should be
published for general information immediately ori its arrival in Caleutta. On
no other understanding would the Governinént of India have consented , cither
to give a preference to the Chamber’s message over private , messages, or to
peimit it to be sent free after the Eleetric Telegraph had been thrown open to

“the public. ~ For although the Chamber numbers among its members most of

the Eurojiean and some of the Native Merchauts of Caleutts, still it is only
a private society, and so long as there are Merchants who do not choose to
belong 10 it, it would not be fair to give its messages priority, or to convey
them frec of charge, unless those messages arc made public immediately on
their arrival. .

7th. * Tt appears, however, that by some misconception of the orders of
Government, the messages of Overland news for the Chamber have ceased to
be transmitted from Bombay as a part of the first message to the Supreme
Government, and that although they are still transmitted free of charge, they

“have ceased to be communicated to the Government here, or to be published

in Caleutta with the Government messages of public news. An explanation
‘of this departure-from the instructions of the Government of India, has been
sought for in the proper quarter, ‘and ‘in the meanwhile the Governmient of
Bombay has bech desired to take measufes for receiving and transmitting as
part of the first public Mmessage, the message prepared and transmitted from
England by the Agents appointed by the Chamber, and the Deputy Superin-

+ tendent of the Electric Lelegraph in Caleutta has been directed to publish it

with the rest of the news immediately o its arrival,




" To C. BEADON, Esquine,

xii
8th. The President in Council is willing to allow the message of mercan-
tile news prepared at Bombay for the Bengal Chamber on the arrival of the
China Mail to be transmitted by Electric Telegraph to Caleutta free of
charge, and in preference to all other private messages, on the same conditions,
namoly, that the message shall be regarded as a public message and shall be
published immediately on its arrival in Caleutts. The Government of
Bombay and the Deputy Superintendent of the iectric Telegraph in

Calcutta have been instructed accordingly.

T have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) CECIL BEADON,

- Secy. to the Govt. of Tudia.
Counerr, CHAMDER, } X

The 22nd June, 1855. J-

BeNneAL CoAMpiR oF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 6th July, 1855,

Secy. to the Govt. of India,
Home DEPARTAMENT.

Str,—T am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to

 acknowledge the recsipt of your letter No. 820, of the 22nd ulimo to its

address, communicating the grounds upon which the Hon'ble the President in
Council declines compliance with the Committecs application for precedence
of the Camber's message over all private messages, immediately after the
despateh of public news : and announcing that the Governinent of Bombay
had been desired to take measures for recciving and: transinitting as a part of
the first public message the message prepared and transitted from England
by the Agents appointed by the Chamber,” and that dircctions had been
given to the Electric Telegraph Office in Calcutta,  to-publish it with the
rest of the news immediately on its arrival” for general information. '
Your letter also” intimates that, under similar conditions, the messige of
commerclal intelligence from China prepared at Bombay for transmission to
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the Chamber, will be sent frec of eharge, and in preference to all private
messages.

“Phe Committee desires me to return its thanks for the arrangements thus
made, although they wodify those proposed by the Chamber in my letter of
the 30th May, .

T have, &c.,

(Signed) I W. I WOOD,
' Secretary.

No. 1010.
Trox C. BEADON, Esurrr,
: Secy. to the Gout. of Tndia,

To H. W. I. WOOD, Eseuize,
Secy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

. . Dated the 10th August, 1855.
Hons DEPARTMENT.
Electric Telegraph.

Stn,—In continuation of my letter No. 820, T am now direoted by the

How'ble the President in Council, to forward an Extrct (paras. 1 to 8) of a

report from the Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs, dated the Gth ultimo,
and also an Extract (para, 1) of the reply this day addressed to that Officer.
2. Tn cxplanation of the delay that has occurred in the receipt of messages
addressed to the Chamber, T am further dirccted to furnish you with another
extract (paras. 12 and 18) of the same report, and to state, for the informa-
tion of the Chamber, that no message, public or private, can be detaineil for
any other messago which has not actually been sent to_ the office in a stato

fit for despatch. The head assistant in charge of tlie office at Bombay *-

states as follows :— .
«With regard to the message from London for the Bengal Chamber, it

. takes me gencrally one hour and a halfto prepare it, as it has to be re-written.

If T followed my instructions to the lotter, X should simply have put the
intended Telegraph dispateh into an envelope, and have forwarded it by Post;
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as all the prices of commercial pmduce, quantities, &c., are put down in
figures and not written in full” Tt would save time therefore if the Chamber
would direct its Agents to prepare the messages in the manner prescnbed by
the Rules.

3. On the | dation of the Sup the President. in
Council has dirccted that pblic messages prepared at Bombay ' from informa<
tion given by the Agents of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, shall be
limited on each occasion to 160 words. .

1 have the honor to be,

ir,
“Your. most obedient Servant,

(Signed) CECIL BEADON,
. Secy. to the Govt. of Tudia.

Counci. CUAMBER,
The 10tk August, 1855.

Tatrct of @ Report from ‘the Superintendent of L'lenc Telegidplis,
dated tlo 61l Jidy, 1855.

Para. 1. T have received this-day your lotter No. 821, requesting me to

explain—why the commercial messages sent from Bombay to_ the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, on the arrival of the Overland Mails, have not. Deen
communicated to the, Government, or published with the othef news.”

2. I have to state in reply, that the messages in question were withheld
from publication, and treated in all respects_as private and paid messages, at
the unanimous request of the - Committee of the Chamber of Commerce in
Bengal.

3, I-met the Committee in official conference on or about the 27th
January, foar days prior to the opening of the lines to the pubhc. T attended
offcally their Mecting, held specially for the conference to-give them every
information in my power regarding the state of the ]mes nnd offices, and the
Dest mode of carrying on correspondence. oo

4, Many subjocts were discussed, and Tast of all the transmission of the

méssages, the Chamber expected to receive from: Bombay. I informed the
Committee, that as these iessages were to pass free, it was my duty to

v .

]mbIrsl: them at every repeating station in Tndia. ~This caused discussion and
objection, wherein it was explained to them that by paying for their messages,
like the rest of the public, they had an equal right to- these “being held con-
fidential and not published in any way.

5. The Committee unanimously resolved to. pay for. their messages, and
have these held solely as the property of the Chamber of Commerce.

6. T took a written minute of their resolution, and on my retumn to the
Telograph Office, issued orders accordingly. -

7. The Committee of the Chamber had, under the published Rules, a
clear and unequivocal right to send and receive confidential messages, paying.

for the same. The messages’ were to be prepared for them by their own :

Agents, not by public servants,  On the other hand, by desiring their
messages to be dccmed confidential, they forfeited all claim for their free or
preferential transmission.

*, 8. If the messages x‘ecclved on tlus resolution of the Commitiee, lmve not

Deen paid for, I have no doubt that on communication of this statement, pay~
ment will be made at once.

Tntract of a.letter 1o the Superintendent. of Eleatric. Telegrapls,
dated the 10k August, 1855. .

1. T am directed by the How'ble the Presidentin Council to acknowledge )

the I‘Ecelpt of your letter No. 245, dated the” 6th ultimo, and in reply to
observe that under the, nrmngcments detailed in Paras. 27t 5,' (arrangements
quite in accordance with  the Rules, but' of which the Government had no
Knowledge) it would seem to be owing to an’ oversight in the’ Caleutta Office,’
that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, have not been charged at the, usual
rates for miessages of Overland News, which at their 6wn request have’ been
Sent as private messagés.: You will now obtain from the Chamber ‘a. settle-
ment of the amount :lue from them on account of these messages, whicli ought
to have been pmd for at thc ume.
W

T

Extract qf a chort from the Supenntcndent of Llectric Telegraphs,
, _ dated the Gth July, 1855,

Para. 12. Tt is my duty. to state for the information of Govemmene, that

on many occasions the messages for the Chamber of Commerce, have not
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 been delivered at the Bombay Office for several hours, once or twice even

for an cntire day, after the arrival of the Mail. o

18. The private, commercial and banking messages for mercantile firms,,
banks and individuals in Caleotta and Madras, received from London, Mar-
seiles, Trieste, and Hong Kong by cach Mail Steamer, are tendered in the
Bombay Offce, in an extraordinarily short time after the arrival of the Mail,
and have frequently reachied Caloutta long before the message for the Cham-
Dot of Commerce, was reccived in the Bombay Office.

(True Extracts,)

(Siged)  OECIL BEADON,
Seey. to the Govt. of India.

' . BeneAL CrampER OF ‘COMMERCE,
' Culeutta, 20tk August 1855.

To C. BEADON, Esquite,
Secy. to the Govt. of India, Home Department,
. TForr WiLLIAM.

Str,—T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
acknowledge the receipt of your Tetter No. 1010, of. the 10 instant, giving
Txtracts from letters from the' Superintendent of the Electric Telegraph, in
explanation of the delay in transmitting messages from Bombay ; and informing
the Chamber that the Hon'ble the President in Council has directéd that pub-
Jio messages prepared at Bombay from information given by its Agents, shall
be Timited to 160 words on each occasion.

Tn réply, T am instructed to state that by the ensuing Mail, the Agent in
London for the Chamber, will be dirccted to comply with the "Telegraph
regulations, as to the shape in which his messages should be transmitted, and
to compress lis Report into the rumber of words sanctioned by Government.

1 have, &, "

(Signed) I W. I. WOOD,
) . . . . Secretary.

avil

BuncAr, COAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Calcutta, 19t% July, 1855. -

To C. BEADON, EsQuIRE,
. Secretary to the Government of India, .
HoxyMi DEPARTMENT,

. *Stn,—By dircction of the Committes of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce,

1 have the honor to call the attention of the Honorable the President in
Couneil to the preseut sato of Telegraphic communication in Tndia o far 2
it affects the interests of those engaged in Commercial pursuits.

When the, Eleetric Telograph was some months -ago thrown open to the
public, it was generally understood that at the commencement of its carcer this
mode of jeation would ily involve many i ios and imper-
feotions, because-the signallers employed had gradually to lear their business,
and could'not be expected to attain éelerity in signalling save by continued

practice.
With his impression and in the hope of a gradual improvement being one day
manifested, the Mercantile Community have gone on patiently availing them-

 selyes of the Telograph, and taking their chance of the accuracy of ts working ;

but the Committee of the Chamber regrets to have to record that, instead of any
improvement, there has been palpable deterioration to the extent that, in the
transmission of private messages during the last few weeks, inaceuracy, would
almost appear the rule, and complete accuracy the exception. -

With reference to this state of things, and to some points in the Superin-
tendont’s Circular of thé 9th ultimo, regaiding non-refund of cost of messages,
the Tresident of the Chamber addressed a private letter to Dr. O’Shaugh-
nessy, from the reply to which T am authorized to state that in his opinion

o real improvenicat can be expected under the management of the signallers

whom he is at present compelled to be dependent upon.
" And further, that Dr. O’Shaughnessy’s only hope of making the Telegraph
in Tndia what it ought to be, is in the introduction of the American system,
(vide para. 234 of Ladner on the Tlootric Telegraph) by which, if effciently
carried out, it is possible to perform on one Jive more than six times the
amount of work which the present arrangements admit of.

One great advantage of that system is that the American  instruments
- record their work, and so obviate nearly all causes of blunders and ‘effects of

carclessness in the different offices.
D

|
|
|
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The Committee does not profess competence to judge of the individual
merits of the two systems of signalling, but desires to record its conviction that
nothing can be more unsatisfactory than the working of the present one ; and
T am consequently instructed to .entreat the cateful consideration of the Io-
norable the President in Council to the suggestions for this change of system,
dent of Tel hs has submitted direct.

which it is und d the Sup

T am further desired, with reference to the Superintendent’s published Cir-
cular of the 9th ultimo, to express the opinion of the Committee that the
principle thercin laid down, of mo refunds being made for cost of messages,
presses with great hardship upon the sender of a message which is in no shape

delivered.

The Committee could cite recent instances of messages between the three
Prosidencies which have thus entircly been suppressed, and the intended reci-
pients of which became aware of ther having been so addressed only on the
arrival of the ordinary post.

As accuracy is not g d, it is perhaps not ble that no refunds
should be made in those cases where a Telegraphic message is delivered inac-
curately or even unintelligibly, particularly as it would be diffcult to define
iwhat extent of error should authorize the demand for a refund ; but in the
instances above referred to, where a message has been booked and paid for
in one city and not the slightest intimation of it reaches the other, the Com-
mittee submits that simple justice would dictate a xefund of the entire cost paid 5
and trusts the Honorable the President will authorize a modification of the
Circular in question, to the extent of declaring that refunds will be made for all
‘messages the absolute non-delivery of which may be sufficiently proved. ’

T have the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed)  H. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.

BENGAL CHAMBER OF Commncx-:,}
Calcutta, 16tk July, 1855.
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No. 193.

Trox G. . EDMONSTONE, Esquir,
 Seoretary to the Government of India,
; . with the Governor General.

To H. W. I WOOD, Esquis,
Secy. to the Bengal Clamber of Commerce,

Ste,—T am directed by the Most Noble the Governor General to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter to the address of Mr.
Searetary Beadon, dated the 19th July last, regard-
ing the present state of Telegraphic communication in Indin, and requesting a
modification of the Superintendent’s Circular Order of the 9th June last, to the
éxtent of declring. that refunds shall be made for all messages, the absolute
non-delivery of which may be sufficiently proved,

-2, Tn reply T am desired to state that, His Lordship has been in commi-
nication with,_the Superintendent on the subject of your letter, and that
instructions have been issued for the introduction of a different system of
signalling, and for allowing refunds to be made in Tndia in cases of non-
delivery of a message, of unjustifiable delay, or of error so gross as to frustrate
the object of a message.

Home Department,

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,”
(Signed) G. F. EDMONSTONE,

Seey. to the Gout. of India,

with the Governor General.

OOTACANUND, }
The 8th September, 1855,




APPENDIX 4.

BRIDGING THE HOOGHLY.

To e SECRETARY 710 THE CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

Str;—As President of a Committee appointed by Governiment to report on
the general question of a Bridge across the Hooghly, I shall feel much
obliged if you will favor the Committee with the views of the Chamber of
Commerce on the following points :—

« To what extent s the.call for a Bridge over the Hooghly at Caleutta
well grounded ?  For what objects is it especially wanted, and, ‘assuming the
cost at half a crore of rupees, might or might not this sum or part of it be
expended on works more urgently required by the Calcutta Community ?

« How far would it be serviceable were a Railway Branch and Station
established at Sulkea ?”

N I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

. (Signed) T. E. ROGERS, -
. President of the Committee.
CALCUTTA, } .
The 25th May, 1855,

Benear Crayser oF CodMErcr,
Calcutta, 1st June, 1855,
CAPTAIN T. E. ROGERS,
President of the Committee on the question of
Bridging the Hooghly.
Si,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

25th ultimo, requesting to be furnished with the views of the Chamber of
Commerce on certain points connected with the question abovenamed,

xxi

I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber, in reply, to solicit your
reference to the annexed copy of a letter which I addressed to the Govern-

- ment of Bengal, on the 6th of February last,* in which the Chamber recorded

its opinion against the propriety of erecting any Bridge across the Hooghly
below Aheritollah Ghaut, as interfering with the navigation, and suggested as
pr.efercnkinl a Railway Bridge at some distance above the town, with a branch
line into Caleutta.

"The locality which the Chamber then had in view for such a Bridge was
Tultah Ghaut, and as its Members still adhere to their opinion of the feasi
lity of that scheme, the reply which I am now directed to make to your
inquiries must necessarily be taken in conrexion with it.

To your first question of the extent to which the call for a Bridge over the
Hooghly at Caloutta is well grounded, T have to state that in the opinion of
the Committee the call for some improved: means of communication between
this city and its populous suburbs of Howrah, Sulkeab, &c. is self-evident and
urgent,

The daily passenger and goods’ traffic across the river, which was' extensive *

prior to the opening of the Railway, is, of course, greatly on the increase, and
is chiefly carried on by means of native boats, with an annual heavy loss of
Tife and property. .

Assuming the erection of a Bridge at Pultah Ghaut, .or rather while it is in
abeyance, the Committee suggests that the best mode of improving this com-

munication will be by powerful Steam Ferry Bridges, to cross the siver at or -
near the Howrah station. These would offer safe and speedy transit to-

-passengers and goods, without interfering with the navigation of the river, and
their cost, it is believed, would be a very moderate item contrasted with that
of any permancnt Bridge. Another mode which has been suggested, is
that of a Bridge of Boats as in use on the Rhine, the Neva, and other large
rivers, where the frequent passing of Steam Boats is found to interfere very
temporarily with the maintenance of a permanent roadway.

The Committee believes the chief recommendation of such a Bridge over
the proposed Steam Ferries, would be cconomy and rapidity of construction,
and that, pending the question of the erection of any thing mors permancnt,
which it is presumed would take years for completion, the formation of one or
both of these modes of transit would be a great public benefit,

* Vide the Chamber’s Report for the Jast half year.
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Your second query, relating to the objects for which a Bridge is required,
may be considered already replicd to in the foregoing remarks ; and in ; d
to whether the presumed cost of a Bridge might or might not e ex endx:dg ",
works more urgently required by the Calcutta’ Community, I am insI:ruct d o
state that this Committee can scarcely hazard an opinion, without ki -'E .
what other public works sums of money have already been destined o e
;ffh]nt[propos:d to be appropriated to Bridging the Hooghly. * ﬁn(;:ulc:::f;
this latter work would, for the present, yield in poi ic

such objects as a complete sgsm.. ’nfyzlrninngl;m;:r iﬁ;i?bh:a:mc?:mm lm
thorough improvement;of that portion of the river which fonﬁ; its 1 y’h .
shipping by the erection of quays on its banks to supersede the "ec;::“;“l;ffo:
resort to remote docks ; but this Commil R

nbj?cts are receiving the attention of Go:‘eer:n‘:r:l:dir]::l "c:‘:::‘t ";m lmpﬂrlfmt
which your Committee has been nominated to cunsiderp o o the guesion

Your last query regarding ; . .
g 2 Railvay Branch and station af

t Sulke i
. Plres\lmcd to [mtle reference to the crection of a Bridge between 1I|: ﬂll:u‘s
;1::2~:'~|d ]A]lenlo“ah Ghaut, and with the opinions already placed befe .
l, it is almost unnecessary to reply to it be: ivi o

b fmost unn « 4 yond giving the expressi
f;:smC:anmees belif, that §f a Bridge.is erected in that :mmﬁm.ff" c;:
oh Branch Roilway and station will eventually be found imperative, b

I have the honor to.be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) H. W. I WOOD,
. "Secretary.

N

APPENDIX 5.

LICENSED PILOTS

Benearn Coaymr or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 21st June, 1855.
CAPTAIN T. E. ROGERS,
- Superintendent of Marine,
. Forr WILLIAM.

S, —With reference to your Jetter, No. 5373, of the 13th Octoberlast, to
the Honorable the Lieutenant Governor, and No, 5874, of 8th November, to-
T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
of the attempt to introduce the system of
Pilots for

my address,
inquire what has been the result
Licensed Pilots ; and what other measures are being taken to provide
the largely increasing shipping resorting to this Port.
. 1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed)  H. W. L WOOD,
: Secretary.

No. 3786.

To H. W. I. WOOD, EsQUIRE,
Seey. to the Bengal. Chamber of Commcree.

Sir,—By direction of the Superintendent of Marine, I have the honor to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, inquiring what has
been the result of the attempt to introduce the system of Licensed Pilots, and
what other measures are being taken to provide Pilots for ¢ the largely increas-
ing shipping resorting to this Port”
oud. I am desired to state in roply,
the Chamber of Cémmerce, that up to this time only one Lic

for the information of the Committee of
ensed Pilot has
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been gbtained. This resul has becn reportd to Government, and the matter
s under consideration,

31d.  The Superintendent will be glad to receive from t]lc Clmmbcr of
Commerce any suggestions they may have to offer on a matter of such quun-
ance to the shipping interests of the Port.

4th. Tt is well known that some training is necessary to enable any one to
Pilot even o small class vessel up and more particularly down this river, but jt
is not so difficult but that the Superi thinks tliat, if ged by the
Mercantile Community with promises of support, young™ Officers not in the pay
of Government would come forward and qualify. .

5th. When compared with the camings of Officers employed on board
Merchant Ships, tlie amount that could be camed by a smart Pilot, receiving
two-thirds of the sum now paid to Government, would be a most handsome -
remuneration, and nothing but the fear of want of support, it appears to the
Supennlcndcnl, can account for a number of Candidates not having come for-

ward to qualify.
6th, There is another point connected with this subject that scems to the
Superintendent to have peculiar claims on the attention of the Chamber. It is
+ well known that the difficulty of obtaining Pilots for the increasing number of
ships resorting to the Port would be very much diminished by a supply of
efficient Steam Tugs, adequafe to the actual demand for them, At present
ships are detained here with Pilots on board for a fortnight at a time for want
of Steam, as at the draught ships now load to it would be dangerous to attempt
to pass many of the shallows in the river without such aid. This is an cvil
the remedy for which it would seem to be the business of the Mereantile or
Shipping intefests rather than’ the State to supply, but Government is doing
all it can in the matter, by permitting two of its sea-going Slemmers to be em-
Boyed in towing ships, at some inconvenience to the public servicd.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) JAS. SUTHERLAND,
Officiating Sccretary.

° Torr WiLLIAM,
MARINE SUPERINTENDENT'S OrFICE,

The 25th June, 1855.

“they would be readily patronized by the community.
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¢ BeNear Cmaymrer oF COMMERCE,
" Caleutta, 27th June, 1855.

To OAPTAIN T.'E. ROGERS,
Supmnlcndent of Marme, :

Torr WILLIAM.

-Srr,—1I am dirécted by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 8786, of the ‘25th instant, and to
state in reply that the Committee does not see how the Mercantile Community
cén encourage young aspirants-for the Pilot Service with promises of support
in any other way than has*already been implied in their approval of the
atterpted system of licensing, That plan has been prepated on the requisi-.
tion of the Merchants for more Pilots, and it would seem naturally to’ follow
that whenever any of these licensed hands wero 'pmno..ma,runy qualiied,

The terms offered may appear handsome, but it is for the consideriton of
Government, ‘whether, s they have thus far*failed in bringing: forward
“Volunteers, they might not with reason be ‘made still more tempting.

The Committee hailed ‘with satisfaction this. first attempt to increase the -
mimber of Pilots as a first step towards, what must necessarily be a work of -
time, the throwing open the Pilot Service. If under.any additional ‘induce-
ments which the Government may be pleased to offer, it should still prove
unsuccessful, the Mercantile Commumly will only hive to so]lcll an increase
of the service as it exists.

The Committec is fully alive to the urgent call from the trade'of the Port,
for an increased number of Steam Tugs, but this is 'a want which private
enterprize vill alone properly supply. That* fforts to remove it are being
made in more than on¢ quarter, the Committec fully believes 5.and in the

* ‘meantime feels grateful in the present exigency that Government allows the

occasional employment of its Steamers for such purposes,

The Committee does not think that in cases where vessels are detained
after cleatance for want of Steamers, I’dols in.charge remain idle with them
for any length.of time, but that thiey would e appointed to other ships if

. their, own did not actully Gommence dropping down, o

1 liave, &c.,

(Signed) - IL 'W.'L-WOOD,
Secretary. .
E




RIVER MOORINGS.

No. 189.
Frox tns UNDER-SECRETARY: 10 e GOVERNMENT or

‘ BENGAL,

To.mne SECRETARY 1o o BENGAL CHAMBER ‘or
COMMERCE, CALCUTTA:

) Dated Fort Milliam, 12t% June, 1855.
Str,—With réference to”previous correspondence on the subject, I am

Marive, dirccted by the Lieutenant. Governor to forward, for the

information of the Chamber of -Commerce, the accompany= -

ing extract, paragraphs 1 to 8, from a lotter® from the Superintendent of
Marine, togéther with an Bxtract, paragraph 1, from a letter from the Harbour
Master on the subject of the steps which have been taken towards supplying
the additional Moorings required for the shipping of this Port.

9, The indent referred to by Captain Rogers was forwarded to tho
Supreme Government for transmission (o England on. the 27th March ast.

1 have the hénor to be,
‘Sir
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) HODGSON PRATT,
Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal.

atract from a letter fron the Superintendent of Marine to the Ho.
norable T. J. Halliday; Liewtenant Governor of Bmgal No.

8407, dated the 5th June, :1855.

1. Thave the honor to geknowledge:the mmpe ‘of Mh Sccrcmry Gn:ysv

Tetter, No. 161, of 21st May lust, requesting “me {0 report briefly ™ hat has
been, Adone towards carrying out any part of the alterations in the River
Moorings which were authorized in his letter No. 86, of 2nd March last.

* No. 3407, dated the 5th instant, 1 Dated the 4th instant,

your Honor will pereci

R .\xvii

2. Wil reference o the above, T respectfully beg to_inform_ your Honor,
hat‘on receipt of 5. Giy’s otter of dhe 2nd March, I fortith soqiested

“- - the Master Auundaut to ‘make such alterations in the Moorings as the

unlumls at hand would admit of, -and “also directed the Naval Sture~keeper
to indent on Tngland, for the necessary andnors, clmms, &c., fo complete-the
authorized nuemtmns. . : |

5" Teom the accompanying copy of o letter from the Harbour Master;
that mineteen additional, Moorings have been Taid .
down. ~ The Naval Store-keeper, moreover; Tas made his indent for what ivas

rquirod vis., 40.anchors wiih a proportion of ‘clin, &<, and the same wis .

forwardd to Governinént with my leter No. 1837, of 235 Mo s for
transinission to the Hon'ble the Court of Dircetors. S
(True’ Txtract,) ‘
(Signed)  HODGSON PRATT, "+
" Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Lutract from a lelter j‘rmn M. 17, T. Llsioelyn,” Harbous Master, o

Cuptain- D. Robertson, Master Altendant; . dated the 4th Jlme, 1855,
. 1. With reference-to Officiating  Secretary. Superintendent of Marine's
Tetter, No. 3186 dated 29th ultimo, requesting to be informed what i increase
has been minde to the Moorings within the last six fonths -
1 have the hofior to inform you as follows :—
8 Sets-of Moorings off. Esplanade.
6 Do. Do. off Bankshall.
1 Swinging Mooring Do.
4 OfF Howrah, (fixed Moorings.)
Total, ..:19 °
—_— . (True Emacl,)

(Slgued) . TIODGSON PRATT,
UmIzr—Snc y. lo the val‘ of Bengal.
BENGAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Calcutta, June 19th, 1855, - .
W. GREY, I)sQumr, .
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.
Sin—1I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 189, of the

12th iustant, forwarding copies of Extracts from letters from the Supcnnlcmhm( of
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Marine and Harbour Master, o the subject of the steps whichhave been takers

towards supplying additional Moorings required for the shipping of this Port,

* The Committee”of the Chamber of Commeice leams from these papers
" that 19 additional Moorings have been laid, down- off the. Bankshall, Espla-

-nade, and on the Howral side of the river 5 and that an indent -lias been for-"

warded.to-England for materials requiréd to complete the authorized alterations.

The: Committec remarks that, of those 19- sets, 11" are sc placed that they
would appear to be available salely by vessels of light tonnage 3 the remaining
8, off the Esplunade, can therefore be-considerd as of derviee only to-ships of
greater burthen, . .

“The Commiitice submits:that this'additional accommodation is'totally inadé-
quale to the wants of tie shipping, and learns with much regretand surprise
that the Yesourccs of the. Superintendent:of Marine are limited o so insuffcient
a supply of Mooring materials, and that that Offcer has been-obliged fo indent
on England for stores which the Cominiltes “believes ate to be had on the
spot 5 but if the indent had been siade When, or shortly after, the Committee
first called the attentiorl of Goveraient to'this matter, nearly tén months ago,
the required materials mightin that long iterval hdve een  procured, and
provision made in season for the demands of the Port. * )

The approaciing period of danger and distress among the erowded shipping

- in the river, must of necéssity pass away without sufficient means of protection

agaivst the violence of the freshes.. This is much to be regretted, and, in the
opinion of the Committee, might have been avoided. .

‘The Commitiee eamnestly.urges upon the attention of the Hon'ble the Lioute-
nant Governor the absolute necessity for an early compliance with the applica-
tion noiv repeated for an adequate: supply of Moorings; and for such changes
in the present system in the Harbour Master's Department as may enlarge the
space iequired for & daily increasing. number of vessels. At the prosent
moment there are upwards of a dozen applications for Moorings registered * a
the Bankshall, and no berth available, ‘ ’

Tn the Chamber's ltter of the 26h August Tast, the Committee expressed
a belief that the inerease in the ship

ping resorting to Caleutta, would be pro-.
gressive, and their expectations have been more than realized by the. consider-
able addition that has been made since then ; for ‘on that date the number of

vessel, of all kinds, was 146, whercas at this moment it amounts to 199, an ’
nerease of upwards of 36 per cent. i

The Committee cannot employ arg

ument more cogent, or submit reasons
more powerful, than the above fact,

-

in begging respectfully but _most carnestly

i
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hat the. call inade by the Chomber of Commerce may be prompily and

sufficiently met. N 1 have the Lionor to be, &c.,

(Signed) I W. 1. WOOD,
: - Secretary.

‘ No. 765,
) FARY 70, tnz GOVERNMENT or
Froxt TUB SECRE.EARX To, THE GOV S AL,
O TTARY : BENGAL CHAMBER or
To rup- SECRETARY o 1iE BE B COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, the 21st Juné, 1855.

“Sym—With reference fo your letter of the 10th instant, T am directed o
: forwarda copy of the instructions conveyed to the Superiu= .

Genral Marine,  toident of Marine under date the 2nd of March last, w'lucl:
- “iill explain o the Chamber of Commerce the precise extent

i i ive been sanctioned.
to which additions to and alterations of the Moorings have be

T have the honor to be, -+ .
. Siry -
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) - W. GREY,
Secictary to the Govt. of Bengal.

No: 86. ;

c . _ ENT or
Trow mue $ECRETARY 10 n1te GOVERNMEN "BENG AL

.

To tur SUPERINTENDENT or MARINE,
‘ :  Dated Tort William, the 2nd March, 1855.

Stn,—Your letters and their’ enclosures noted in the margin baving been

’ submiltted for the’ consideration for the

Marine, " Gupreme Government, the Most Noble

No. 5581, dated 24th Ootober, 1854 0. Govemor General in Council has

No. 6103, duted 200 NOVRIEE: 4 hded that it is desivable to carry

out' the atrangements proposed by Captain Dicey and Captain Robertson,

~whiich the Licutenant Governor understands to be as follows :—
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1st.. Thie Moorings lielow the Fort to be re-laid, by which means accom-
modation for four* additional vessels will be obtained. ,

. 20d. “New Mosrings for cight vesselsf to be Jaid down along thie Lsplaunde.

3ril.-” The'Moorings between Baboo Ghat and Burra Basar io "be- re -laid; .

" by which means accommodation will be obtained for twenty*fourf additional

_vessels, ineludingsix, the Moorings for which it is proposgfl to. plice’ betyeen

Bankshall and Koila Ghaut, in substitution of the present switiging Maotings.
Thus accommodation will be provided in-all for thirty-six additional yessels.
5. The: Lieutenant Governor directs me to fequest that you will report

“what part of the abovenientioned alterations may most conveniently be at:once

_ put-in hand, with ‘refefenice to. the amount of shipping-now in the river, and

that you will at the same timé give dircetions for the immediate commence<
ment of the work, " The Lieutenant Governor also wishes you to report
further what you estimate the cost.of the whole proposed alterations  as likely
to be, giving a separate estimaté’ for cach of the three parts into which the
alterations have béen already divided.

3. The Lieutenant Governor.observes that Captain Robertson, i ‘para-
graph 3" of hi§ Tetter fo your address, dated the 22nd of August, states that . -
the cost of Jaying down these Moorings will be ré-paid in three years by the
Revenug denvab!e from them. It is not, however, quite clear to what Moor-
ings Captain Roberson referred, and T am dirceted aecordingly to requost that
a further réport upon this point also'may be funished.

4. The plans and original papers received with your leter of the 23rd No- .
vember last, are herewith returned, "

PR . N 1 have the ]lonor to be,
" Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
®  (Signed) = W. GREY,
- Secretary to the Govt. of Bengad.
(True Copy,)
(Signed) . W. GREY,

. Secretary to-the Gout, quengal.

* Seo para. 2 of Harbonr Master's lettor, dated, August 20, and the part of Plun
No. 1, marked B,

°F Seepara. 3 of Harbour Master's lotor, dated Avgust 20, and the part of Plan
No. 1, marked C.

# Bira. 2 of Caplain Robertson's lettir No. 1485, dated 22nd August. This
para; mentions 28 additional vossols, but this is presumed to be th total msmber,
iucluding the four ddditional vessols provided for at Cooley Bazar,
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c o : No. 211

UNDER- SECRETARY 70 THE GOVERNMENT or

Froy THE BENGAT,

To 'tne. SECRETARY 70 tne BENGAL CHAMBER or

COMMERCE.
Dated Fort William, thé 23rd June, 1§55.

address, dated the
] oninuation of this office letter to your
e 6th’ January. last, No.
Marine. 10, T have the hoior
Letter from Bengal ‘to TIndia, No, 520, dntcd 3lst to forward, for flie’ in-
O e i to Bongils o. 1187, duted 108 formagion of the Cham-
Nosember 180 engal to Tndia; No. 688, dated 1st ber, a copy of the Cor-
Dcrb,eu;'t'rrﬂfr;:fi'b3‘1&"{3‘3?:;1‘uilo. 345, dnted the 13th respondence noted mﬂle
Fobrunry, 1855, © margin.
K T have the honor to be,
' Sin
lonr most obedicnt Scrv;mt,
(ngned) G. G MORRIS
Under-Su y. 1o tle Govt. of " Bcﬂgal.

' No. 520.

RTARY 7o mne GOVERNMENT or
Trow Tne UNDER-SECRI AL,

ARY 0 rna GOVERNMENT or
To THE UNDDR SECRET. RN

THoMe DEPARTMENT.

Dated Fort Tilliam, the 31st October, 1854.

*
Iam dikestedito forward the following original Corfospondence™ ‘on
cct of thé urgent necessity which -is expenenced of -
g.unrgu num'bcr of per ot Modrings, (0

18: -A, to
+ From Scoretary Bengal Chamber. of Commorce, dated tho 26th August, 185

d ultimo,
uperintendent of Merine, No, 428, dated 2nd
Sll‘"rom Superintendent of Marine, No. 5581, duted 24¢hinstant, with two enclosures.

eet, t!m :

L
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wants of the inereased number of ships re
favourable consideration of the Supreme Government (o.the proposal made by
the Superinterident of Marine to lay dovn six sels of Moorings between the

Bankshall and Custom House Ghaut. .
) ) T have, &ciy

(Signed)  HODGSON PRATT,
. Under-Seey. to the Govt..of Bengal.
(True Copys) ’
(Signed) G G MORRIS, - .
Under-Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.”
No. 1187,
Froit GEORGE COUPER, Esqums,
. Under-Secy. to' the Govl. of India,

To W. GORDON YOUNG, Esqums,’ )
. . Under-Secy. to the, Govt. of Bengal.

Dated the 10t November, 1854.

Sim—T ain directed to acknowlodge the: eceipt of your lotter No. 520,

dated the 31st ultimo, with original enclosures, respect- -

Hone Deparinent. ing the necessity of providing a larger number ‘of per-
: manent Moorings t6 meet the wants of the increased

- pumber of ships resorting to this Port, and to request that .you” will have thé |

 goodness fo furnish this Department, with the Jeast practicable delay, with the
Report from thé Master Atiendant on the subject referred to_in paragraph 5,

of the Superintendent of Marine’s letter No. 5581, dated the 24th ultimo. -

T e, &c.y
. (Signed) GEORGE COUPER,
X  Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India.
Courcrr- CrAMpER, C ) St
The 10tk November, 1854, 5

sorting to this port, and to solicit. the .

No. 546.

Copy forwarded to the Superintendont of Marine with reference to his
Tetter No, 5581, of the 24th ultimo, and with the request that he will furnish
the Report called for with as lttle delay as possible.

4 By order, &,

- (Signed) ~ HODGSON PRATT,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Tort WILLIAM, }
The 15th November, 1854,

(True Copy,) .

(Signed) G G. MORRIS,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 6153.

To e Howe F.'J. HALLIDAY, ’ : o

Licutenant Governor of Bengal.

Tox'sts Sm—I have the honor to acknowledge thé receipt of Mr.
Under-Sccretary H. Pratt's office communication, No. 546, of the 15th
instant, forwarding copy of a letter from the Under-Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, No. 1187, of 10th idem, requesting to be furnished, with the
Jeast practicable delay, with the Report from the Master Attendant on the
subject referred: to in the 5th paragraph of my letier No. 5581, dated 24ih

' October.

ond.  Herewith T have the honor to forward in original the Report* rofer-
red to, with a sketch of the River and the Moorings as now laid down, and
with reference to this T would beg to_point out that the sketch of the outer
fior of ships at Cooley Bazar represents the Moorings as they would be, if
taken up and re-laid with the utmost possible economy of space. The vessels

*. From Muster Attendant, No. 1485, dated 22nd August, 1854, with four enclosures,
ol

—_—
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shown offthe Bsplanade cxbibit them as they Tny lately in the freshes moored
 with their own anchors ; there are no Moorings laid in that locality.

T have the honor to be, &e.,

o (Signed)  T. E. ROGERS,
: Supdt. of Marine.

Marine Superintendent’s Qfice,
The 23rd November, 1854, .
. 8. The retum of the original enclosures herewith submitted is solicited
when no longer required. - R

Torr WrLLIAM, }

No. 1485,

Trox CAPTAIN D. ROBERTSON,
Master Attendant,
To CAPTAIN H. IOWE,
Secy. to the Superintendent of Marine.

Str,—1I have the honor to forward for the favorable attention of the Super-

intendent of Marine, the accompanying letters and charts from Captain

Liewelyn, and beg to recommend that thie proposed alterations may be carried
out 5 firsly, because there is a great scarcity of Moorings in the river during
the freshes ; and secondly, because it will considerably increase the Revenue
of the Port. '

2nd.” The plan proposed by Captain Dicey at Cooley Bazar, if extended
from Claundpal Ghaut to Burra Bazar, will ‘accommiodate about twerity-cight
more vessels, independently of those off tlic Esplanade. * : ¢

3rd. Captain Llewelyn has shiown what the cost of laying down these
Moorings would come to, and the Revenue that they would yield by being
occupied only four months in the year, by which it appears that the original
cost will be paid in three years,

I have the honor t‘o be, &c.,

. (Signed)  DIVIE ROBERTSON,
Master Attendant.

Master ATTENDANT'S OrrICE,
The 22nd August, 1854, }
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To CAPTAIN D. ROBERTSON, H. C. S,
. Master Attendant.

Sir,—I fully intended when I forwarded my Report relative to the annual
examination of all the Caleutta Moorings in April last, at the same time to
have sent a plan of them commencing from Tolly’s Nullah to the Burra

_Bazar Ghaut, as laid down at present, together with another, as suggested by
Captain Dicey, showing the length of the Mooring Chains and the respective

distances which they occupy 3 but percéiving T was unable to complete the .
same satisfactorily I résolved to despatch the former. )
1 have, however, now the honor of submilting one of the plans (embracing
from Hastings’ Bridge to Chandpaul Ghaut) representing the Moarings as
they arc'at present, marked A, and that proposed, marked B, whereby you

will perceive that only four extra vessels can be accommodated.

1 have laid down a set of Moorings alongside the Esplanade, marked C,
sufficient to accommodate cight ships of 1,000 tons, and from 200 to 250
foot in length, and Jikewise six others from Baukshall to Coilah Ghaut, by |
doing away with the three swinging Moorings there at present.

The great necessity for Moorings in the S. W. Monsoon from the month
of June ta October, during which the freshes run with great velocity, has
compelled me to bring to your notice the extréme rced of soliciting the
Government to allow the proposed Moorings to be laid down. The continual
accidents to ships lying in the stream, by the: extraordinary strong fides tear-
ing away their - cut-waters, breaking their ‘windlasses, hawse-pipes, - &e.,
frequently sustaining damage to such a serious extent, as well as causing the
same to others, that they are oftentimes in danger of foundering, and in
soveral dnstances necessitated to, go into Dock, discharge their cargoes and
stop leaks, occasioned by -their being moored in such o turbulent stream,
added to which, the expense, annoyance and loss to ship-owners, by the
auchors being buried, ‘and on the day of their ‘departure with a steamer
engaged are unable to procoed.

T am aware, by a letter, recorded in this office, that "in October 1842, an

" appeal was made to the Hon'ble Mr. Bird, Deputy Governor of Bengal, to

allow Moorings to be placed along the Esplanade, and was objected to, (on
the score that it would lead to various nuisances, and besides the consideration
due to the community in keeping this past of the Strand free ;) but as some
years have now passed away, and the age of improvement daily increasing, and
such magnificent vessels resorting to this port, of immense tonnage and great
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Tength, cxpecting, in a city ke Caleutt, to meet with every facility for their i
safety, I hope, an a second consideration the Government may be induced
to sanction them. R . . H 8 Rupees per day.
* The probable expenses of the proposed Moorings T will forward with the .

Statement showing the return that eight ships of 600 tons occupying the
Esplande Moorings from Lst July to 30th October, being 4 Months, at

Rs., A P
i plan No. 2 in a few days, trusting, in conclusion, that you will concur with : Eight Ships, 120 days, at 8 Rupees per day, ... 7,680 0 0
R me as to the great necessity for extra Moorings for the safety of so many { Hauling out and in each Ship 52 X 8, . ... .. . 416 0 0
i ships at present in the port, ) : i : Total amount, ... 8,096 0 0
ﬁl I have, &, ' i . ' I ———
fi . . i . _
7»‘ (Signed) ~ W. T. LLEWELYN, Bankshall for 6 Ships of 400 Tons to 600 from 1st July to 30;1:\ Oc;ﬂbm'.
|
i 3 ) Harbour Master, : o
N '}, i Harpour Master’s Orricr, ; Six Ships, 120 days, at 6 Rupees per duy, w.. ... 4,820 0 0
v!{,l BANKSUALL, } : ! | Hauling in and out cach Ship, v we wer et i(:
’,1, The 18tk August, 1854, | “Total amount, 4,632 0 0
I . e
i — f
: 1 : Estimate for Bantshal Moorings for Siz Skips.
4 To CAPTAIN .D. ROBERTSON, H. C, S, - ’
i R Master. Attendant, o

i i o g{ ) . Valuo.

it Si,—I have the honor to submit. plan No. 2, of the Moorings as laid S| 418084
. i down at present betweon Baboo Ghaut and Burra Bazar, - - - -+ K *

i ‘1,1 The only improvement that T consider_ would be advantageous is in Placing . anitonseeerenrarerrene] 12| 0 | o] 0| o EHY| iRk
e six ships Between Bankshall and Coilah Gha, as represented n the accon B oo s 1| 0| 0| 0| 8| D) g0 0|z 0o
i : panying plan, and the svinging Moorings for small vessels dispensed with, A Tn.

e T also forward an estimate for the proposed new Moorings, together with a i - 12 lengths of 8 fm o | o8| 0| of % 47| sam 80
i statement showing the probable amount of rekurns for fourmonths in th year 12 of 12 d 2 |2 | 2|2s| 7 00| 2000
‘5; if fully occupied by ships of 60O tons’ burthen and more at the Esplanade, Buoy Chuin, | 20] 010 780 150 8 G
i ‘j an('lrby ::esmgs :f"slmnll]er tonnage at the Bankshall Moorings. . 1 Sk e N § 222 Z ;éé ;g §

# rustin i . 3 .
! ) 5 that the plans submilted together 'with the suggested improve- N T, 50 o o) 8| wzu| o8
ments may meet your approval, . Tnshoro Chaing +enserers] 80| 2 | 164 1] &) 7 00| 108715 0
Shackles No, 8. 12 0 0 ol 0 6 0 0 6 0 0
N Largo Rings, 4 [ 0 0 0 10 8 0 42 0 0
o T have, &e.; ‘ Saul Posts, 8 [ [ 0 25 0 0 7% 0 0
2o Buoy Swivels, L 9| o o|o|lof 1183 100 13 3
. (Signed)  W. T. LLEWE! FYN, Total Amount, ..vre 20,80 12 G

- B Harbour Master,
BaNksuaLy,

(Signed) W. T. LLEWELYN,
. Harbour Mastef,

Caleutta, 200 August, 1854,
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Estimate for Esplanade Moorings for Tight Ships.

Z . S Valuo.
FAERREEIE
J Rs. A P.| R
Anchors, .. 1] o 67| 0 { &
Backing Anchors, «.....[ 2| 0 | 30| 0 HE R 10950 0 0
Tt irgesiao Buoys, 1| & | 0 0| o} of 90 00| 7800 00
st Class, 2| o o of of 40 0 of s 0 0
Grotnd Chain, 16 fms.| TS | T . ’
h sot, fee| M4 9% | 432f 0 0 © 3
; 65 0| 28800
2 419 0 4 700 2,083 0 0
2| 4| 2)w0) 700 Tsp 2o
| 4]0 780| 8021
0 ol o of 212 5| ‘nzsa
RN
TnéhoroChain, 20fms, cach,| 82 60
s 820 | 2 [ et | 0fa2| 7 00| 4818 60
hnins, .. | oss) o0 0 -
Lorgo R forfhc uors| 28 | 0| o HEIREE I R
itto ditto for tho shore,..| 16 | .0 ol ol ol 90 50 0
Sul Posts 22X 18, +.ens| 10 | 0 ol ol o 00| 200
oy Swivols, +serer 10| o Gl o Has MSS
Total Amount, ...... 88,087 0 3
(sigaed) W, T. LLEWELYN,
Harbour Master.
No. 588,

Copy of the above ltter and of its enclosures forwarded to the Homo De-
partment of the Government of India, with reference to the letter from that
Department No. 1187, of the 10th ultimo. ‘

: By Order, &,
(Signed) ~ FIODGSON PRATT, -
Under-Secy. to the Gout. of
Tont WiLriay, ' it e o of Bl
The 15t December, 1854, }
(True Copies,)
. (Signed) . G. MORRIS,

. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No, 845.
Frox C. BEADON, Esqume, ’
Secretary to the Government of India,
To W. GREY, Esquirt, )
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.
Dated the 13t%: February, 1855.

Sim,—With reference to the three letters from your Office. of the Nos. and
dates noted in the margin, on the
subject of providing a large number
of permanent Moorings” to meet the

Home Department.
DMarine.
No. 520, dated 31st October, 1854, and

Enclosures.

No. 588, dated 1st December, 1854, and
[Enclosures.

No. 9, duted 6th January, 1855

wants of the increased mumbei of
ships resorting to this Port, I am
direéted to communicate the follow-

ing cbservations and orders.
ond, The Most Noble. the Governor Gieneral in Council Tas read the
papers and exartined the plans coniceted with the queston of new Moorings

for the Port of Calcutta, His Lordship in Council conceives that the increase

of the trade of this Port and of the tonnage of the ships now resorting to it 3
of the i i arising out of an insuffici

the q g
umber of Moorings  and the ceftainty that sich inconvenience will increase
furiher cvory year, cannot be quesiionéd. The remedy which Captain Rogers
contemplates would be afforded by Wet Docks is remotc, and as yet uncertain,
The remedy*hichi would b appled by laying down the Moorings anew and
adding ofhers, as proposed by Captiin Diccy and Captain Robertson, would
bo immediate, and not in any way unprofitable 5 and his Lordship in Council
thinks it due to the trade, of this great Port that a remedy for the admitted
evil should be applied at once if it be practieable.  The Goveror General in

Coundil therefore requests that the THonorable the Licutenant Governor will have *

the goodness o take measures for carrying into cffect, without further reference
to the Government of Tndia, the proposal of the Master Attendant.

The plans are herewith retumed. -
T have, &c.,

. (Signed)  CECIL BEADON,
Couxci. CAMBER, Secy. to the Govt. of India.
The 130k February, 1855. }
. (True Copy,)
" (Signed) G. G. MORRIS, X
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
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Bencar CoaMBER oF CoMMERCE; .
Calcutta, June 28, 1855

W. GREY, Esquire,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

StR,—I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
acknowlédge the receipt of your letters No. 765, of the 21st, and No. 211, of
the 23rd instant, the former giving cover to a copy of instructions o the Su-
perintendent of Marine, showing the extent to which additions to the perma-
nent Moorings of the Port have been sanctioned 3 and the latter forwarding
copies of Correspondence between the Supreme Government and the Govern-
ment of Bengal, and of documents therein referred to, on the same subject.

In continuation of the remarks contained in my letter of the 19th instant, T
am desired to submit the following for the consideration of the Honorable the
Licutenant Governor. i :

At the present moment there are in the river Hooghly nearly 200 Merchant
vessels, of from 70 101,900 tons measurement, aggregating 1,11,250 tons, and
which may be classified as follows :— ’

Of vessels up to 200 tons, there are

v 16
Upwards of 200 ... ... 19
300 ... .. w24
400 ... e 187
. 500 ... w28
600 .
300 . e BT
700 . . v 18
800 ... w9
900 .
R LO0O o w17

A total of .., 193

exclasive of vessels belonging to Government and the Peninsular and Oricntal
Gompany.
For the accommodation of {his lar ippi
: ge amount of shipping,
Committec leams, 56 old and 21 new-Moorings, ¢ i o 77 v

. g8, thus providing for 77 vessels
only, leaving about twro-thirds of the entire mumber exposed to the chancos of
the river at a dangerous season of the year.

It is obvious that the present provision and that which has been sanctioned

fo complete the maximum number of Moorings, are quite inadequate. o the

sl

extent of shipping -which may always be estimated to require Moorings for at
least some months of the year.

Difficulties have Deen frequently suggested as t finding the space sufficient
for that estensive enlargement of Mooring aceommodation which is so anxiously
called for : the narrowness of fhe channel—which must of necessity be kept
perfectly unobstructed—isill not permit additions to the tiers at Cooley Bazar
and to those from Chandpal Gliit upwards : and the same reason applies to
the impossibility of more than the present number of ships being Moored off
the Tsplanade. .

While, however, these are difficulties which the Committee admits cannot
be removed, it suggests for the consideration of the Honorable the Lieuteiant
Governor whether Moorings cannot be laid down in the stream, and that por-
tion of the river which is-avoided during the freshes be thus rendered available.

In a single line extending from off Hastings’ Bridge to abreast of the How-
rah Docks upwards of 40 swinging Moorings could be placed ; that -number
casily doubled, and the ordinary traffic on the river in no way interfered with. _

Assuming the existence of cighty Moorings in the stream, cven that addi-
tion to the number already occupied and the further increase which has been
authorized would yet be less than the antount which would be eagerly availed
of during the freshes, for several vessels would étill . have to depend on their
0wn Tesources. . .

“The -Committee is not unmindful of the considerable outlay by which so
desirable an improvement would be attended ; but the Master Attendant’s
statement of the cost of Mooring materials, and of the returns which will even-

tually be yielded, leaves no room for doubting the highly remunerative invest- -

ment of public funds so employed.

With the daily increasing. trade of Caleutta, the progressive influx of ship-
ping may be anticipated 5 and the Committee respectfully urges upon the
attention of the Honorable the Licutenant Governor the expediency of making
provision for the present and prospective wants of the Port.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) 0. W. 1. WOOD,

Secretury.
. G
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No. 3941,

"To THE COMMITTEE OF THE CHAMBER or COM’\lD -CD

G 3 =By direction .of the of \Innnc, T have the
Tonor to address, you, with reference to a statement, contained in your, letter to
Government of the' 19th instant, on the subject of Moorings for, this ]?:orl,;nn
extract from which has been transmitted to him.

2. The statément s thit you believe that the Mooring stores for which
the Superintenderit has indented on England, are to be had here. The Su-
perintendent begs the Chamber of Commerce will oblige him by specifying
the nature of the stores for Moorings which they believe can bé had on the
spot, and where they are to be found.

1 have th honor to be,

.+ = Gentlemen, . |
.., Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed), ;. JAMES SUTHERLAND,

. Officiating Secretary.
Torr WiLLIAM, & v v

Marine Superintendent’s Office, g v '
' The 30th' June, 1855. -

Brnear Cossmer or CoMMERCE,

. . . Caleutta, Ji

J."SUTHERLAND; Esqorie, aleutte, July 114t 1835,
COffg Secyy. t6 tlw Supmmmdent of Marine,

. Forr Wn.mm

sm,—I am instructed by the Committee of the, Chamber of Commerce to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 8941, of the 30th ultimo, and to
state in reply that the belief expressed in.the Chamber’s communication to
Government on the subject of Moorings, that the necessary materials were to
be had on the spot was founded”on the fact that anchors, chains, &c. are
articles of ordinary import, and that there is always a stock of them in the
Bazar, as well as occasionally iin.the hands of European importers.

Since the receipt of your letter now under acknowledgment, the Committee

has .made more’ particular inquirics, and  finds-that the cxisting stock of such

-]

i e

I

articles in the Bazar is much less than usual, and that it consists of sizes which
may_very possibly ot be adapted to the construction. of Moorings. :

Tam suuczcd to add that if any of these stores which now exist in the
Bazar ‘can be availed of for the purpose in view, the Committe¢ trusts you will

50 appropriate them, as the present scarcity of Moorings would” fender any
tolerable substitute @ boon to those interested in shipping. "

I have the honor to be, &e.,

- (Signed) H. W.I WOOD,
. Secretary.
) No 396.

I-‘no\( 1oe SECRETARY 70 THE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

To ToE SECREIARY BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
e Dated I'art IWilliam, the 3rd October, 1855.
Mavine, W
Sin,—1I have the Horor to forvard to you with reference to the previous

& dont of M conespundence on. the sub_]ect of
TFrom Superintendent of Marine
5280, dntczlpsmh August, 1855, with en. ]ayuw down additional Moorings in
closures,

P Siito No. 301, dnted 29th ultimo. the River Hooghly, copies of the
Jetters noted on the margin.

2. The Llculennnt Gaoveror desires ne to say that he will be glad to be..

made acquainied with the present opinion of , the Cliamber ;on the scheme of

. constructing Wet Docks in Calcutta, keeping in view the.alternative project of

establishing a new Port on the River Mutlah,
3. The Chamber probably have in their possession a copy of the printed

“Report by the Committee appointed in' May 1844, to inquire irito the practi-

cability of providing Calcutta with Wet Docks capuble of containing a part or

“the whole uf the shipping frequenung 'the I’«m.

Lo

(su‘m'éA)

W. GREY;
Secretary'to the Governiment of Benyal.
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T No. 5280, Lt el

To oz TION'BLE F. J. HALLIDAY, | L
) : Lieutenant Governor, of Bengal.

Ir.

Hon'nit Str—1I have the honor to acknowledge, the, receipt off-

. Sceretary Grey's Jotter No. 220, of 29ih June, forwarding copy of a letter of

20th idem, from the Secretary to the Chamber of, Commerce, . urging. the
necessity of additional Moorings, and suggesting that two tiers cach of, 40
Swinging Moorings might be Taid down, extending .from- abreast. of: Hastings’

Bridge to the Howrah Docks, and T am requested. to report on the, feasibility

of the measure suggested, stating also how it could be given effect to, .at what
probable outlay, and with what probable prospeet;of return. i

2. With reforence to the above, I beg to state that ori the 3rd ultimo,
T addressed the Master Attendanta letter, copy of which is herewith forwarded,
in which T fvited bis_report ‘on several points. connected with laying down
Swinging Moorings, as proposed. by. the, Chamber of Commerce. Captain
Robertson's reply is also forwarded, but it docs not touch upon the subject, of
the Swinging Moorings, e confines himself to giving it as his opinion that
Moorings might be Jaid down on the opposite side of the river in tiers: of
three or four. The Moorings to the south and west being of gredter. weight
than those in the opposite direction, The cost of laying “down 80, sets. of
Swinging Moorings is estimated at Rupees 4,00,000, as will be seen from jfhe
enclosure to the Master. Attendant, No. 1644 of 9th August, copy; of which
is forwarded herewith,, - . . .

3. Before proceeding further with the subject of the Swinging Moorings

Vréfurred to in the.letter from the Seccretary to the Chamber. of Commerce,

Lwould beg to refer to the estimate for re-laying the fixed Moorings at Cooley
Bazar and Caloutta, called for in Mr, Secrotory Grey's letter No, 86, of the
2nd March lust, .

4. The cost of re-laying the Mootings, provided all the anchors can be
recovered, is estimated at Rupoes 12,464, but the Horbour Master states, and
T am inclined to agree with bim,. that only onc-half of those now laid down
can be Jifted, many of them having been down for years have sunk so far into
the mud that the chains. would break before the anchors could bo started.
Trom an estimate of the cost of re-laying the presont Moorings,

om on the sup-
position that only half the anchors now down

‘ ! ean be recovered, and adding
thereto n the space gaind Moorings for 22 ships, the probable. outlay will bo
Rupecs 1,77,344, as shown in Statement A. annexed fo this letter, It will

slv

also be scen by the Master Attendant’s office communication, No. 1654 of the
10th instant, that at present there i; accommodation for ‘l'n‘urlcen ships
Dbetween the tiers as the Moorings are now laid at Cooley Bazar and off .
Caleutta, Tt will " thus "sppear that the advantage to be derived from an
‘Gilay of Rupees'1,77,344, in re-laying and adding to -thefixéd" Moorings
“will 'be accommodation for cight ships only, i addition to the number that can. ~
noiv b safely accommodated in and between the fixed Moorings, as they are
Taid at present. S
15, Whiether such an outlay is to be incurred as that ‘above named for the
aticommodation of cight ships, it will be for your Honor to determine. The
return to'be derived from cight additional Mobrings, provided all are occupied
during the year, would be Rupees 12,640, but the interest of Rupees 1,77,344
“at'5 per Cent., would reduce’the actual revenue to Iess than 4,000 Rupees.
i 6. Tl estimated cdst of laying Moorings for six small ships is Rupees
123,830,  That for laying Moorings off the Esplanade for cight large ships
‘Rupees 38,937, The receipts; if occupied throughout the year, Rupees
* 9,020 and Rupees 18,720 respectively
7. TFrom the enclosure to the Master ‘Attendant’s letter No. 1644 of 9th
August, o copy of which is ‘herewith forwarded, it will be scen that the
eost of Jiying dovin o' set of first-class Swinging Moorings, will be Rupees
! 5,000, which “is about the same as the outlay required for n'set of fixed
Moorings of a like class. AN
i g, Althiough it may bé inferred from Captain: Robertson's letter ' of ‘9th
instant, that he is in favour of fixed Moorings on the opposite”side of the
siver, as he takes no notice of the proposition “of the' Chamber of Commerco
for laying down Swinging Moorings, 1 have iyself very- great doubt i fixed
Moorings for large ships ‘would answer on the iestern side’ of the river. - The
water on that side from Howrah downwards is shallow at some distance from
the shore, and such Moorings must be laid in the full strengthi of the- tide.
‘Another disadvantage which the ships in fixed Moorings on the Howrah sido .
would have is that all :their fastenings would be moveable, that is to say, they
must all be secured to buoys afloat.  The vessels secured in the fixed Moor-
ings on the Calcutta side have the advaritage of the key ‘ship of cach fier,
that is the one nearcst’ the bank laving one-half of her fastenings on shore.
This gives stability to the whole tier, the different ships’ cables being roticu=
lated, which prevents the fier from swinging about, as it would if secured
“altogether to buoys'afloat in the river. )
‘9. According to the estimate it would cost R\Tees 4,00,000 to lay down
80 sets of Swinging Moorings. The retum, however, is estimated. by the
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" Harbour Master to-pay-the cost in-six years.; this X dg.mot think by iany
means certain, - Comparatively very fow ships will oceupy- cither ‘swingingor

. fixed Moorings.except during the freshes, unless compelled- to.do-s0,.or are
allosted to.occupy. them free of charge. . }

-10. Under all the circumstances of the case, I would beg to recommend,
that the plan of re-laying the fixed Moorings, by which, at a probable cost . of
Rupees 1,77,344, only eight additional ships will bé accommodated, be post:
poned for the present, and that all our available resources be ‘employed in
adding to the Moorings on the opposite side of the river, cither, in tiors -or
Swinging Moorings. . : . :

11 The material for increasing the Moorings that has been ordered from
England, and such as may be procurable hére, can be ‘employed in increasinis
the number of either description of Moorings on the western side of the river.

12. Ten sets of Swinging Moorings. may be lnid down half above and
Talf below the « Zenobia” Swinging Moorings off the Esplanade, and tho
remaining 20.0f the 40 anchors expected from Eigland used in laying two
tiers of fixed Moorings on the Flowrah side ; the utility of lnying Moorings,
cither swinging or fixed, on that side, would. thus be tested, and in- the mean~
timo the necessary anchors and chains, and plate and other iron, for buoys, be
ordered from England. I have been informed that great, diffioulty s cxperi-
enced in inducing boats to convey'cargo to ships in the stream on the springs
during the freshes, . RUTE ST

13. . Before;it could be decided that a doublo tier of Swinging Mooriigs
could e Jaididown.owthe: Howralside, a survey. of the  river in that part
must be made,, and Thave requested ‘the Moster. Attendant to fursish this,
togother with a full report;on the. proposal of the Chamber of . Commerce, -for
Inying two tiers of Swinging Moorings. X am inyself of opinion that no more
than one line of Swinging Moorings of any extent could be liid’ down on the
westem side of the river, leaving a sufficiently wide channel for ships to move
up and down betsveen them, and the tiers of fised

Moorings on the Caloutta
side, but this the survey will determine, o

14. T woull beg to take this epportunity.of bringing toyoir Honor's netice
the subject of proiding Wot Docks for the accommadation of ships resorting
to Caleutts, which has ofien been discussed and was strongly recommended by
a Commitiee assombled by order of Government in 1844, whicli Committce
after lengthened nvesigation submitted it fopor an the' T ay 1846,

15.  The construetion of Wet Docks near Calculta, was by the Committee
(of which Colonel Forbes, Colonel Trvine and Captsin Goodwyn, all Engincer
Oficers, formed apart) unan

P to be easily practi The
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savingto igtshippig then frequenting the Port (in the course of the year in

mumbsr 65156 an average of - 400 tons) Rupees 8,85,360 arising from
shortening-tho timd of unloading and loading.  This did ot includo the
suving from loss arising from damage by lying exposed in the river. The
cost of constructing o Dock that would afford ample space for the' accommoda-
tion of 140 vesscls was estimated by the Commnittee at: Rupees’ 45,70,586.
“Bhis sum incliaded the  cost of a Rail-road from the Docks at Kidderpore to
the: Custom House in Calcutta.

716 A plan for Weot Docks has latcly, I am .informed, been laid bofore
the Governor Genernl by Messts, Greaves and Henderson. In the latter
plon it is proposed to excavate the Docks on the Howrah side nbnvf: the
Railway terminus 5 such's plan, however, could ot bo carried out until the
site of a Bridgé across the Hooghly is determined on.

17. "There is, however, no such objection to excavating a Dock with_an
ontrance immediately below the terminius, and Jand there is much less ocoupied
by biildings, and consequently at present is less valuable than it is above the
sail. A dock in such a position or ‘ai Kidderpore, as recommended by the
Committee above raferred to, would obviate one objection that now exisis to
throwing a Bridge across the Hooghly, near the Railway terminus, viz, that it
swould curtail the accommodation of shipping off Calcutta. . )

18: “Trom the increased and increasing trade of the Port; T believe it will

Do admitted on all hands, that room for a sufficient number of Maorings where
ships can side in safety in-the freshos cannot be found “off Calcutla, ‘and that
safe accommodation other than can be provided ih' the'¥iver off 'thé* Town has
Tecome absolutely indispensable to the prosperity of the '}w én’ which the

developement of the resources of the'valley of tlie Ginges so tnuchi depends.

19, Since the June gale of 1842, no great damagehas'occurred awhongst

tho shipping off Caléutta from streés of weather, But vere a'cyclone’ or’ heayy

gale of wind to pass ove the anchorage during spring tides ‘in the freshes,

exowded s the Port now is, it is beyond all doubt that the destruction both

of life and property would be immense, and that ‘the only safeguard against
found in'the construction of Wet Dacks.

. " T have, &,

" (Signed) , T. B ROGERS,
} ’ Superintendent of Marine.

such a catastrophe,is to be

EEENY sl it e

' Flznw ‘Wn’.m’lu‘m, .

" Mane Sorpr.’s OrFicE,
The 8001 August, 1855.
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Estimate of re-laying the Moorings below Fort Point at Cooley Bazar,
. and adding théreto Moorings for Four Ships.

Moorings for four additional Ships, vvvee...e
Probable loss of 20 cut of 40 anchors now laid at

Cooley Bazaty esepuvsevveussvssssenssecnnerenns 10,600 10 0
Cost of weighing and re-laying 40 anchors, v 4,451 0 0

20,000 0 "0

Lstimate of re-laying the Moorings between Buboo's Ghaut and” Burra
Bazar, and adding thereto in. the space gained, Moorings for 18 Ships.

Moorings for 18 additional Ships, seeerseeecsers 90,000 0 0
Probable loss of 36 out of 72 anchors noiv, laid

down betwveen Baboo’s Ghaut and Burra Bazar, 35,250 0
Cost of weighing and re-laying 72 anchors, ...... 8,013 0
, Bstimate of laying Moorings for six small’ Ships,

in tiers of three each, off the Baukshill, ...... ¥23,830 0 0
Estimate of laying Moorings for cight Ships, off

the Esplanade, vv.vuerreresesservensseussenaionse *38,937 0 0 °

o
o

" (Signed) J. SUTHERLAND,
Offfciating Secretary.

MariNE Surtp’s.’ OFFICE,

. TForr WiLLiay,
The 30th August, 1855. }

~* This has been done at a cost considerably below th estimate, by partly using old
anclors, some of which were purchased in Calcutta, others taken from tho wreck and
anchor concen. - This resource lias now, however, been completely exhausted.

e

|
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(Corr.)
No. 3996.
To CAPTAIN D. ROBERTSON,
Master Attendant,
Sir,—By direction of the Superintendent of Marine, I have the horior to
forivard you -copy of a letter®, from Mr.
Secretary Grey, with enclosure received
therewith in original, relative to an increase of Moorings in this river, and to
request you will favor him with your repoft on the subject.
2. The Committee of the' Chamber of Commerce seem to think that the
safety.of the shipping in the tiers is entirely_owing to the Moorings to which
they are made fast. The Superintendent is of opinion that they are safe at the

*No. 220, dated 29th June, 1855.

. Moorings, because the tide near the shore does not fun with such velocity as it

does in the middle of the river, and being moored head and stern ships cannot
shear about so much.  With regard to the proposal to lay down a double Jine
of Swinging Moorings in the centre of the stream and the full force of the cur-
rent, the Superintendent is inclined to believe that Commanders would not be
very cager to avail. themselves of Moorings so situated.  Ships riding at them
‘might indeed be loss liable to girt.and injure themselves below water, but they
would still be iable to tear their cut-waters out and split their hawse-pipes, and
on the whole perhaps the only advantage of any consequence to be derived
from Moorings laid in the full force of the current, would be those of saving the
ships’ anchors, which are liable to be buried whien ships ride at them in the
stream during the freshes, and enabling them to get avay more rendlly than if
they had to weigh their own anchors.

3. In advocating o double line of Swinging Maormgs o the- west of the
present channel, the Chamber of Commerce scem to have overlooked that-where
there is room for a double line of vessels to swing with a length of bridle
sufficient to secure them against girting, there would be room for four ships
abrenst in fixed Moorings, and that if there is sufficient water for ships to lic in
double tiers, and land at Swinging Moorings to the westwvard, leaving the chan-

nel sufficiently wide between them and-the present fixed Moorings, four ships -

‘might be added to each tier, and still leave a channel for ships to moye up and
down between the western shore and the tiers. .

4" With your reply you are requested to furnish an estimate of the cost of
Iaying dowh 80 sets of Swinging Moorings, the time that would probably oceupy
in the work, and the return that might be expected. The Swinging Mootings

‘ b4
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. side of the river.in fiers of fhree or four. The Monnn"vnnchnrs'

1

were taken: mvny from the opposite:side of the river, because they . were:seldom
or ever used and pmduced little return for expense incurred in laying them down,

I have, &,

T “(Signed) . JAS. SUTHERLAND, Offy. Secy.
Fonr:Wm‘Lmu, .
:MA'I\I.NE SUPERINTENDENT’S OFHQE,} - —
The 8rd JuI!‘/, 1855. .

(True Copyy)

! Signed "' JAS. SUTHERLAND, Offy. ‘Secj

(Cory.). . M
-'No. 1644... '
Frox CAPTAIN D. ROBDRTSO\I

... Master Attendant,

To JAMES SUTHERLAND, Esquirk,

“Offy. Secy. to-the Supdt. of . Marine. .

S, ,—With reference to your letter No. 3996, dated 3rd ultimo, aml its

enclosures, I have the honor to forward to the Superintendent of Marine, ‘the

accompanying Statement from ‘the Harbour Master,” giving” the *information
called for in the concluding part of the 3rd paragraph of your lter., -

20d. T am of opinion that Moorings might be Jaid down on the, opposite

“the

southward and.westward should be of greater weight than the others.
3l The copy of & letter from the Secretary to the Chamber of Com-
mcrce, to u.e Secretary to the Government of Bengal, is herewith returned.

- T have; &c5
(Signed)

DIVIE ROBERTSON,
DMaster Attendant.

MASTER ATTERDANT'S OFFICE,}
The 9th August, 1855.

Forr WiLrLray, _

Marive Svrnmmxmm:u;- ! -
. The 80tk August, 1855,
(Trie ' Copy,) '
(Signed) J. SUTHERLAND, -
- Officiating Secretary,

iy Annually. .

Slalemml s/wwmg the amount 80 sets of Moormg: wauld yield

~Rupees.. | As, | Pie. .

Eighty sets of Swinging Moorings averaging 3 Rupees
per dny, 240 Rupees, or 7,200 Rupees monthly, ocou-
pied for 9 months in the year; 3 months free,ewvsee..

Houling in and out of the Moorings 52 Rupees éach
ship. Averaging a Ship houls ('rum cnch buoy, six
times in 12 months— .

480 X 52, v

64,800 | o] o

24,960 | © o

Probable Receipts Annually, Rupes, .
\

" 89760 | 0| o

. Years 6, [P . Lacs,

5,387,560 | © 0

Eixpetditure for 80 scts of Moorings and Tnterest at 5
«iper.Cent. for 6 YEars; vuum s sessesssssnisusinisy

5,20,000 [ 0| 0

. Balance in favor of Mooring:

Toarseo | oo

(Signed)

. Forr WirLiad,

MamNE SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICK,

s nmao Augml "1855.

(’rm.copy,)

" (Signed)

W. T. LLEWELYN,

' J. SUTHERLAND,
i ) - Qfficiating Stcretary.

Harbour Master.
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“ Estiiiate for Swinging Moorings for

one” Ship

T e | B
ARTICLES.- " Jowt|qus. | 1s. § Total.
B &

) o Re AP | Rs AT

2 Anchors of 68 vt | on 88 | o | | 2| 131375 | 1882 0§
g-lneh Chain, ‘i e 48 16 11 11 80312 0
23-Inch Chain oo oo | |2 25411 607 6 O

Buoy Swivelsy we s we| o | i || 1] 113 8) 11 83787
Bridle Syivels, s’ 1] 2 88| 8288
 Mooring Rings, e o - 1 T rn | e
No. 1 Shacldes, vee oo ol | 2| 2012 5} 41 810
No. 2 Shackles, v wer wwr] oo | weo [ | 2| 1610200 31 5 8
No. 3 Shackles, e areanel oo | e | | 8 9 w7 it 88
oA Sekles, o wn w| e | o | | 1] 410 8] N8
Extra lge size Buoys, ‘|| 1(.98 0 0 980 0 0
s‘°;‘§:§,;§‘,’°‘f"““fj &ﬁ‘} sof v | o | | 200 0 0] 400 0 0

el a0 11 11

Wear and, Tear, and use ’

’Zﬁof}%'ﬁlﬂs'i‘ie'ﬁ"iﬁf} S
Total Cost of one setyu| w. | v .. 15000 0 o0

- i o

Tiii

Statement showing the cupenditure of 80 Sets of ‘Swinging Moorings.

: oo - Rupees. | As.| P.

Cost of 80 Sets of Swinging Moorings, nt 5,000 Rupces
. Lacs, | 400000 | 0} 0

J T s

1,20000 | 0| ©

Tnterest at 5 per Cont. for 6 Years, wuumessmese:s

L i i Tounl,.

5,20,000 i o| o

R
The prolmb]c time that these M.Lnrmgs will take to be Juid will be cight
months, prov:dmg the anchors and lains{are pracumblc‘

i
| (s.gmx) i . T. LLEWELYN,

HaNmur Master.

Harpour MasteR’s OFFICE, }
The 6th iy, 1855

i
| TFort WILLIAN,

1 MARINE Snrsmnrmmm%s Orrxcu,
Tlm 300l Atlguxl, 1855.

sl

(Tnlc Copy,)

(Slgncd) | JAMES SUTI'IERLAND,
Oﬁmahﬂy Smrﬂlar/.

i
|
‘,i:“
LG
!
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To CAPI‘AIN D. ROBDR?[‘SOI_T, H C. \S.,
~ . \ UL Master duendant. '
. Sip—In rcply to the letter from the Officiating Secretary to the Superin-
tendent, of Marine, No, 4826, dated oth’ ulfimo, and with reference to the
o = ) h




To Tae SUPERINTENDENT or MARIN;

liv

latter part, T have the honour to inform:you, that the total. number of: slnps that
can be_accommodated between the Moorings at Caleutta and Cooley ‘Bazar
are fourteen, d.¢. six at Cooley Bazar and eight in Town. [

Thave, &,y
(Signed) W. T. LLEWELYN, - .,
HARBOUR MASTER'S OFFICE, : Harbour Master.
The 10tk August, 1855, ’ . RS

No. 1654.
Meno. o5

Forwarded to the Superintendent of Marine with reforsne to Mr. Olﬁcmt-
ing Sceretary Sutherlond’s ltter No. 4826, of yesterday's date:

(Signed)* " DIVIE ROBERTSON,

- MasTER ATTENDANT'S OFFICE, : Master Attendant, .-;
The 10k August, 1855, e
Forr Wiriax, -
MARINE SUPERINTENDENT'S Orricr, ' ,' ;
The 30tk August, 1855, o
(Troe Gopyy .~ * 5

(Signed) JAMES SUTHERLAND,
Offg. Secretary:

No. 391. i .
. Froxt Tar SECRETARY T0 e GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
[ R ’

. Dated Fori Jlezm, e

Marine.

ST am diected 10 acknowidgh fhe rcsipt of your itr; No. 5250,

dated the 30th ulkmo, with its enclosure; on the subject of lnymg down addi-
sonal Mosrings for the ships resorin o this Port,

~

Tlie Tiduterisht Goverhot understands thot there are now available 77
Modtings; 21 of which have been laid down subsequent to thic ‘orders conveyed
to you in my letter, No: 86, dated: the 2nd-of March, last.

3. His Honor further und s that there is accom ion for 14
vessels between the Moorings at Caleutta and Cooley Bazar, that an additional
Tow of 10 Vessels may be accommodated off the Tsplanade, and that a fith
vessel might-be placed in each of the first five tiers of the-Calcutta Moorings.

4. This would give accommodation in all for 106 vessels; which is, of
course, still quite inadequate for the wants of the Port.

5. To give additional Moonngs there seem to have béen three plans

suggested :

6. First—The plan spoken of in the Master Attendant’s letter No. 1485,
dated the 22nd. August. 1854, as Captain Dicey’s plan, by which it was stated
28 additional vessels would be accommodated:

. 7. Secondly.—The plan proposed by the Chamber of Commerce in s theie
letter, dated the 28th of ' June last, mmely, to lay’ down Swmgmg Moorings
in the stream. for 80 additional vessels, e

" 8. Thirdly—The plan suggested by the Master Attendant in his letter,
dated the 9th ultimo, namely, to lay down Moormgs in tiers of three or four on
the opposite side of the river.,

9. “With respeet to the firs plan the case appears now to b that a re-
arrangement ‘of the Moorings would give additional accommodation for 22
vessels only, and that from this number must be deducted the 14 vessels that
may now in case of need be accommodated detween tlxe Moorings; thus' leav-
ing a balance of 8'only, feally gained by the re-amangement. The measure is
estimated to ¢ost ripees 1,77,344, and you express- yourself doubtful whether
the advantage to be obtained is worth so large an outlay.

10.  The Lieutenant Governor however has h¥ard it stated that the present
plan of placing ships between the Mootings is full of daniger, and it would scem
that the proposed re-arrangement of the. Mootings would provide for the pre-
sént 14 and also 8 others without putting any ships into the danger of having

ships placed between the Maofiiigsi * If this-is'the case,and the present mode
es a m] nsk it may be worth while,-he, thinks, to

s ectlo l‘\xe séeond p]an, 1 am desired to say thaé Captain
Robertson’ has verbnlly Hated his ‘opinion to the Licutenaut Govcmur, that
ships would uever use the Swmgmg Moorings in the centré of the stréa in the
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freshes, and indeed could not do_so_without danger, and you have yourself
stated in your letter under ack g that « a
“ will occiipy either Swinging or fixed Moorings except during the freshes, un-
“less compelled to'do so, or are allowed to occupy them free of charge.”
You also state that you believe ¢ great difficulty is experienced in.inducing
“ boats to convey cargo to ships in the stream on the springs ddring the freshes.”
" 12, Under these circumstances, the Lieutenant : Governor would : wish .you
to communicats with the Chamber further on the subject, pointing out the
difficulties which are believed to oppose themselves to the establish
Moum.as in the stream.

18, With respect to the third plan, nnmely, to ]ay do\m Moormgs on the
opposite side of the river, the Lieutenant Governor gbserves that this  measure
would_appear to be, recommended by the “Master Attendant merely-on the

selves to the Mooring afvessels in that localx:y. You yourself express. great
doubt whether fixed Moorings for large ships would answer on the western side -
of the river, for the reasons statéd in paragraph 8 of your letter, and it appears
to the Lieutenant - Governor probable that Moorings in that position might
not meet the views of the' Mercantile Community. He would wish therefore
the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce to be ascertained on this point also.
14, Having regard to the doubts which you consider to attach to every

one of

hree ])lzns abovementioned, you suggest that with the forty
anchors
Moonngs should be Taid down, half above and half below the  Zenobia’s”
Swinging Moorings, and ter sets of fixed Moorings on the Howrah side, by
which means you think the utility of laying Moorings, either swinging or
fixed, on that side would be Yesied.

15.  On both these propositions the Lieutenant Governor would wish to
defer giving an_opinion, at all events uniil a foller veport is befme b in
regard to the first plin, that is the proposed re-drrangément of the present
Moorings, and also until the further views of the . Chamber.of .Commerce are
made ‘known both in respect -to, the advisability of -laying: down'-Swinging
Moorings in the stream, and also in respect to the. mlvanmoe"oi laying.- Moor-
ings on the opposite side of the river, : .

16.. You are requested to put the Chamber. ﬁl]ly in’, possession of :the
objections which ocour-to yourself and the Master Attendant in regnrd to
both these-plans, .

very few ships*

ented for_from - England: in March last, ten sets of Swinging -

’ - Tvii

17, Withy reference to paragraphs 14 to 19 of yotr Tetter, T am desired to

. schiome of constructing Wet Docks, and their opinion requested in regard to its
‘practicability, and in regard to the expedienty of any such undertaking as com-
pared with the adrantages supposed to be offered by the Mutlah, Tt is ap-
prebended that a Rail-road would not cost so much as Wet Docks, and in the
Matlali*there is accommodation, apparently of the most favorable kind, for any
amount of shipping.

18. T am instructed to draw you atlention to the 2nd paragraph of my
Jetter, No. 219, dated the 28th of June last. There is no reference in your
“Jotter under acknowledgement to. the Harbour Master’s Department, but' the
Licutenant Governor would wish  you to req\me a report on the efficiency of
that Department from " the Master Aftendant, and to’ submit the same with
your own remarks, after having communicated with the Chamber on the

“ say that the attention of the Chamber of Commeree will be directed to'the

changes in the present system to which lhey made reference in_ their letter of i
the 19th of June.
T-have, &c.,
(Signed)”  W. GREY,
. Secratary to the Government of Bengal.

- (True Copies,)

N " G G. MORRIS,

Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengd.

‘Brxcar, CrAMBER oF COMIERCE,
Calcutta, 12th October, 1855.
*W. GREY, Esquire, .
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
Smm,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt af your letter, No. 896,

of the 3rd instant, forwarding copies of ‘correspondence betiveen the - Flon'ble
the Licutenant Govemor and the Superintendent of Marine, on the subject of

i Taying down additional Moorings in the River Hooghly, and to tender the respect-

ful thasks of the Cominittee of the Chamber of Commerce for those papers.
“The - objections ~ entertained " by the Superintepdent of Marine to {he
Chamber's proposal for Swinging Moorings in the stream, will ‘be” considered
. 1




" the Government or (more legitimately) by

Iviii

Dy the Coniinittéé; iind dts opinions upon that point and othermeastites €on-
neeted with the'siibject will be communicated to that-Officer. - 0 o

Upon thé/'question of the expediency of ‘constructing Wet «Docks, L airt
directed to say that the Committee will lose no time in-placing: its-views

Defore the Lieutehant’ Governor s but ‘the Committee begs respectfully to *

record its opinion that that question, although introduced by the Superintendent
of Marine in coniexion with the ‘call for additional Moorings, should in no
way supersede it ;i The urgency of that call was made clearly apparent in
the -Chamber’s letter- to. your. address, under date the 26th August 1854,
and it has become increasingly so by the vast influx of shipping during the
present year. Such improved accommodation and scourity as can be given by
Moorings is called for at once and imperatively; while- the cnnstruclkwn of
Wet Docks of size adequate to the.. he. port, whether undertaken by
ivate “enterprise would, it is pre-

sumed, be the work of years, ¢ it

i havey ey e o
T (Sighed) o H A

E

i o Seoretaryi
el v T-dna¥ ady
i 1 Dluew:

ner witobiti

(No. 411.

J'u.m GOVERNMLNT oF BEVGAL
To TIE SECRETARY 20 35 CHAMBER or COMM]:RCE.

Dnlml I' ort William, the 15th October, 1855.
Marine,

Sin,—T am directed to acknowledge the reccipt. of your lotte, dated e
12th instant, and with reference to its concluding paragraph to state that the
Lieutenant Governor did riot understad the Superintendent of Marine to bring
forward the question of Wet Docks with any yiew to-liid! &
question superseding the question of npxes‘e;l i
Tather with a view to dircot the attention of the McraNS CoMthily fo the
fact'that the resort of shippingto this Port was-apparently -increasing beyond
the limit-for which- any number of Moorings, which-it seemed | pmchcnblc to
Iay down in positions at once safé and convenient, could provide for:

cmhon of that

lix

i The Licutenant - Governor, Tam desired to add, entirely: concurs .in the
opinion stated in theconcluding words of your letter thatthe;construction of
WetiDock 1d'be more legit ken by pnvm Lenterprise  than
by the-Govefnments” « 7

I have the honor '°.
N L Sir,
Your most obcdnenz Sen':mt,

o (Signed) W. GREY,
Secretary ta the Government of Bengal.”

" No. 5180.
i1 11 W. 1. WOOD, Esqwihx«:"‘“
Sccrelar B to the Bcngnl C/uzmber of Commerce.

Sm,—I lm\-e the honor, by dnrecl of l]le Superintendent of Marine, to
forward herewith copy of letters as per margin® relative to the increase of
Moorings for the accommodation of sbips off Caleutta. .
“2nd. i They; Superintendent will feel ob]lge(l if the Chamber will favor him
fnion in regard to ships willingly paying for Swinging Moorings in
the North-Tast Monsoon, and as to ‘how far those Iying at them in the freshes -
would hae faciles for unloading and loading. The opinion of the Superin-
tendent on the. advantages and disadvantages of Swinging Moorings for large
ships in the stream are contained in my letter to the ‘Master Attendant, No.
3996 of the 3rd July last, as also his ideas in, re"nrd to fixed Moo{mgs on the

Toursh side the river rofred o n the 150 pata. of Mr. Scérotary Grey s

T "

RHIRNE
I lmve the ‘honor to be,
Sir,

“Your most obedient Servant,

letter. Rt

J4 AMLS SUTH ERLAVD
Oﬁcmlmg Sccrﬂllzr;t/.

Mmmm Sum:nm NDENT'S

The 100

1o, No‘n‘h—Tllu ltters rcfemd to are gncn \\1!]\ Government of Bengal letter
No. 396 at page xlifi. 1. - . vt
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. BENGAL (‘mmurn \OF, le\nmm:, azouls
o Cah‘ulla, 30t Ovluh:‘ -1855.

‘I SUTHDRL AND, J:snmm:, i ‘e 0
0y .sw to e Sn;m'l. o Mnmw, e

1 TForr Wirrasw!

)

m,—By difeétion'of thé Committeo of tho Chamber of Cnmmel

lhe honor to ack..:mleage the receipt of your letter, No‘ 6180, of

instant, relative o ‘the “incréase of pexmnnom Maonmr nccolnmodnuon,l“n
to-subunit the folloiig semarks in reply. ~ "

The proposition of the Ghnmb‘ “for 80 sets of) émngmn

made wnder the impréssion” de i g

d fmm‘
further adequate room ¢ould b found for i
of the River. ~IF such space can possibly be
and Aheereetollah Ghaut, lhe Comi
prefercnce to any Swinging Moor
trade and security to shipping. * b
But it would appear, from the returns furmshed in ¢ h
your leucr, that with the utmost ccon«;;ny “of spuue, t,
servation of & Sufficieit channel, and carrying out the, smvgcsled pl.;llxsglf Jhe,
Mnsler Anendant (in his No. 1485 of 220d. Aun st 1854 to ﬁc{»xgr‘nfment of
ore e, L1

o-n. Porb gy bey,

vcsse]s, ‘of abiiit lmlf fof e nuihbér nmc are on an, nvemg
Provided tith' Bibbimmadiion.

: of the! Rver i, unavai
but two rcmedm] measuresbefore. it, viz,

its o orighial Saggestion'of Swinging Moorings, and u.'e Master ; Attendants
proposiioi for fi¢éd onds on the western ‘bank. - 1
5 open to theobjection that vessels. would Jie at a, considerable, .
distance from the shore, owing to the slmllo“m.-ss ‘or t]lc wnter 5 .-md bemn
exposed to the'full strength of the stream, ‘and. o 'nsionuny, o, vlo]ent Dores, -
e absence of shore astenings viould stabiity
Moarings : and for the sams resson i ‘appssss. doulii hether wader ny
lrcumstances,more than a very liaited wamber of wessols sould be moomsd e
the Howrah side.

Tailing the requisite space on cither or both banks of the River, the pro-
posal for Swinginig Moorings in the strcam' becomes an apparent necessity,
and the addition of the entire number rccnmmemle(l by the Committee, to .

those alididy; ind shionly to bo :n'ml'\blc, will not exceed the demand which
1Toiin th e ‘season.

m';lt;c(];:;:uuee observes that while the Mastor - /Attbifland “Tias ' verbally

expressed to the Licutenant Governor an opinion tht ships would never avail

of Swinging Mootings during the freshes, you have yourself stated that they

\van](l ol occapy them BXCELT during the freshes, unless allowed to_do so

bt but it feels no doubt that your opinion,is wmct and is equally

cerlnm hat during the freshes and strong tides—in act for .ot loast cight

s af theyeur—thé Svinging Moorings would be engerly availed of in
the absonse of safe secommodaton in shore. Tt hardly necessary to men-
ous accldenl “Which so frcqucntly llnplwn to vessels at their own

ich’ i mmittec’s opinioh, be materially

SI
uon the sc

lessencd b the provisib «g
i Committee does not ﬂnnL l]mt slups would occupy Smnnmg Monr-

ings dunng the N. ce
compulsuly, aind that i the’ e‘()sullg ngl\ sdale of pon charges cannot, by any
recommen(le(L

’io fnclies for Ionding and unlondmg, the Commitice s not

s T6ble ‘the’ Licuteniant  Grovernor that the l:nlutcnn‘lsv mdenmd for_from”,
Englond are suffcient for only 20 sets of Moorings,  Butmder such ¢

stances, and wnh the view of testing the compnra&n;f a antages, and draw-
backs of the tvo systcms, 'it approves of your sy gesuon hat one-half, of the
‘it should be émployed in laying down five sets_of Swinging Moorings .
nbovc and five below thie @ Zenobia’s” prcsent Dberth, and the remainder in_ten
sets'df fi¥ed Moorings onthe Flowrah side.

“Tu cori nslon Tam, desired to urge the necessity of your mdnnnng without
oy for surrc-cm‘mm ials to increase the number of Moorings to
Ao rc-nrmngc i plc!em Moonngs 50 as ln seeure o

il e KA
o st S ottt i iy, now aford.”

ont od binod o

I lmvc, &c‘,

oy it it ol o

W. I WOOD
. Seretary.

o henigge v

o ol
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LU APPENDIXTES M

‘»BILLé‘ OF LADING

(‘JO.\H'?IERCF‘:'," !

: 12th Juni;' 1855, '

Y - B Teliat . Lo T

T SEGRETARY or o BAST INDIA axo CHINA ASSO:
e | CIATION, LONDON. i

"BENGAL CHANBER'
i Calo

Stn,—The Bengal Chamber of Commerce -us recently had. it attention
called to the anomalous and. wnjust, position, in_which Endarsces of Bills of
Lading are placed by their legal disability to hold-the rights
which original shippers become entifled by their contract with
Owner of the ship.

The subject has been prominently brought to nofice by o late decision of
the Court of Small Causes and the confirming opinion of the. Judges of the

ud, privilegos, to

Lithe, Master or

. Supreme Court in a case (as per annexed report)* where goods were pur- '

‘chased and shifipéd by Adf Lodon; on account.of B in Calcutta, but con-
. signed to g7der,land ithe Surrender of. them made conditional on payment of a
- Bill for their value drawn by A on B, and remitted to a Firm here for realisa~
tion.
"The Bill is paid by B, who.thus obtains from the Captain delivery of the
goods originally ordered by him.

Tor certain damages sustained by the goods duting the voyage, B claims on”

the Master, but is nonsuited in the Court of Small Causes, a decision subse-
quently upheld by the higher Court, on the ground that there wasno evidence
of the relationship of Vendor and Vendee subsisting between A and B at the
time of shipment, and that there was no proof of the property. having passed
to B at date of contract by Master. .

.
* Vide case of Shearman and Co., versus Smith, reported in the Small Causo
Court Chronicle of 28th A pril 1855,

Ixiii,

Notwithstanding the undisputed facts of the property having been ordered
and paid for by B, and bis right o possession having been recogrized by
delivery, yot Dis ile to claim against the ship or Captain on account. of injury
to'such property, or in other words his sight to sue on the Bill of Lading, is
held to be inadmissible, and it would seem to follow that the Captain, if so

- disposed, might equally have disputed the tie of B to delivery at all

By the existing constitution of the law, which declates contracts to be non-
transferable, there appears to be no legal objection o the ruling of the
Judges ; but the Committee of this Chamber conceives that the law acts
Jarshly and injuriously on the,interests of Commerce, and ought to be amended
1o thesextentof defining the liability of carsiers, placing the bond fide holders
of Bills of Lading, whether by blank or special endorsement, in the same
jdéitioh a3 original Consignges.”{ 751 T :

“The same call for improvedl Togitlifion thay* be  pointed out in the case of
Policics of Insurance, which in daily practice are transferred by " endorsement,
it point of T ave ot i rahdicFables” ~" - ‘

T botl instaricss it is sibmitted that the Jaw Gught to be made consonant with
common dehsdsiid Méredntild praélicé; hd T am instructed by the  Committce
“irgéntly to Solio e d'df yoiur powerful association to achieve this object.

o uniz
fy o

1 have tlie hofior to be,
@ e P IR R T

Sir,, .
YAt S !y

PETRYES i (Signedysbaso He WaeLo WOOD, v

i . Your, most obedient

S (P T N
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i MARINE DEPARTMENT.'
- No. 22 or 1855, s
OUR GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL. .

Hiing, on the reccipt of your, public letter, o, 78, dated 15th September

APPENDIX 7.

. . - last, addressed the Board of Admiralty on the subject of the complaints,
PENINSULAR AND ORIENTAL COMPANY. therewith submiited, made by the Bengal Chamber “of Commerce, respecting
. -+ . the arrangements for the performance of the Contract Mail Service between
- * : “Calcutta and Suez, we have now been informed by the Board, in reply, that

No. 759. «the inconvenience complained of by the. Chamber of Commerce in regard to -

the dates of departure of the Packets from Caleutta, their principal grievance,

has been remedied by arrangements made in October last, which provide for

the departure of the Packet from Caleutta on' the homeward voyage being

. delayed four days beyond the time formerly fixed, in order to give the inhabi-

To H. W. I. WQOD, Esqurre, * tants more time to reply to their letters” ' «'This alteration,” it is added,
“ came into operation in' January Tast? .

Frox J. W. DALRYMPLE, Esquins,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India,

. Secy. to the Bengal Clamber of Commerce,

. Dated the 15t% June, 1855, , IS ST U T S SRR We are, &, .
Home Department, Marine, c : . (Signed) J. OLIPHANT,

. »  E. MACNAGHTEN ANp otaen
Sm,—With reference to the correspondence as per margin, I am die : Dintorons.

Foom Secritny Dengal” Gl rected to transmit for the information of
rom Secretan on| hamber of
Commerce, dated 2mg “August, 1654, he Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the

(True Capy). |
,(Siguexl) J. W.; DALRYMPLE, -

and enclogircs. accompanyi £ a Di Under-Stey. to the Govt. of India.
an

To Ditto, No. 977, datéd 15th Septem. T G coby of @ Dispatch from R

ter, 1854, the Hon'ble the Court of Directors,

i -+ No 22 of 1855, dated 11th April, The 11t Aprily 1855, } .
regarding the comphints made by the Chambe, respecting the arrangements e 3
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company for the pesformance of their Mail

Contract, iy Brvean Cuanpir of Comtener,
ontract: ) . i Caleuttu, 190k June; 1855,
1 have the honot to be, * ' 5 To C. BEADON, Esquire, . .
- Si . - Seey. to the Govt, of India, Home Department,
s
B . . ©+ Torr WiLLIAM,
Your most obedient Servant, ~ w o tovi o ¥
- . : - Sir,—TI am the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to

(Signed) J. W..DALRYMPLE, acknowledgetlio receipt-of Four letter, No. 759, of the 15t instant, trans-

Under-Secy. to the! Govt. of India. *** " mitting copy of i Despatch, dated* 11th April, 1853, from the Hon'ble the
Court of Directors, on the subject of the Chamber’s representations to the

Couner, Crraxmer, . v Most Noble the Governor General, regarding the Contract Mail Seivice as
Tle 150 June, 1855 b

conducted by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company.

. - b
. '
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The complaints then submitted to His- Lordship, were under three distinct
heads, viz. :
1. The umesessay carly departure of e Mall Stchriers from’ Cn]cul(a
for Suez.
2. The mcms;m slowness of the Steamers, and
'3, The abseuce of ull controlling authority on the part of the Gloverimerit
of India, !
“The Hon'ble Court’s Despntch now under acknowledgment, states that the
Board of Admiralty had intimated the removal of one of the complaints pre
ferred by the Glamber, by having ‘arranged. for the despatch of. the Mail
Packets four. days later than the dates prevmusly ﬁxed for their depmur .
This modification was announced to the Chamber by the Supérintendent " of
the Peninsular and Oriental Stenm Nav:gauon Company, on the 14 h
November last, and the alteration ccame into operation from the cummenc
ment of this year.
The removal of so great & public gricvance has been the source of much
satisfaction to the community, especially the Memnule section of it.
* . But while the Chamber of Commerce accepts, with its. respectfil acknow-
]cﬂ"menls, the  intimation_conveyed in_the Ion'ble; Caurls Desputch, n
PP that that should have
Deen limited to only ‘one of the three subjects contained in the Chamber’s
“ address to His Lordship tlie Governor General. No allusion whatever is
madein the Despatch regarding the views of the Hon’ble Court on the other
tavo points, whih. remain ,.x,tn‘.iclmd by the Admiralty also.

i

cannot conceal its deep di

, The \\Commmee yiever meless trusts that those 1mpnrlnnl questions  are
receiving, the atiention d‘ue to them ; and in concluding its acknowledgment
of your Totter ngnlll be-vs to call the special attention of Gov roment to_the
third and last subject of remonstrance, viz., that “the "Nesd’ of “the British
TIndian Government should have power not only to enforce the provisions ‘of
the contract, but also have an authority to which the Admiralty Agems
attached to Mail Packéts shall be subservient,

An eatly reform in this respect is urgently necessary, and_the Committeo
of the Chamber of Commerce. respectfully solicits the on’ J,\Ile 'ﬂ’le P{EBI(IelIt
in Couneil to bring the matter ngmn to the notice of lhc Goirt of Diretibrs.

1 have, &e,

(Signed) H. W. 1 .WO0OD, .
Ca Secrelary. ..

Tevii

S it s o No.169.

EDMONSTONE, Esqurre, )
Secretary to the Government of Tudia,
with the Governor General,

- Frout,G.

- To HL.'W. L woon Tsquire;
. Sceretary to_ the Bangal C/xamber of Commerc,
ot b ! v Carcurra.

- Home qu tment. . -

i Sm,—I im divéoted t ackriowledge the receipt of your lettr, dated the
oth June lagf, to the address of M¢. Secretary Beadon, representing that the |
Gourt of Dircetors were, enhrely silent on ‘the’ last two points of com]ﬂaml
‘Which were Taid before them, in regard to ‘the nrmnaemenls of the Peninsulai
and Oricntal Gompany for he performaticé of their Mail Contracts. :

2. Inveply, I am desired to state that a copy of your letter will bc
forwarded for the consideration of the IIon’hle Court by the ensuing Mail,
the Governor General’s carnest hope that the Hon'ble
he_gnevanccs now brought to their notice to remain
their orders regarding them.

with an expression ol'
Court will not perm|
sed, and’ that they will

¢ b T have the honor to be, - 1, i
R S et AT
Tops obediont Servnnt,' i

(Signed) .

i
OO‘I‘ACA\(UND, B . " with the Gnv&nlar”G&{z‘er‘al{
- The 156 Avgust, 1835. } Lo

ﬁENcAL Craxsir or CoMMERGCE,
. Caleutta, 215t June, 1855.

wive

To I

N,

rt ZLoxpon.
Sim, LTl ineficiéht pierformance. by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Natigaltion'Company of their contract for the Overland Mail communication,




Ixviii

as particulnrised in & letter from the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce to the Most Noble the Governor General in Council, was the sub-
ject of my letter to your address under date the 8th January ; and I am now
desired to call your attention to the Court of Directors’ Despatch, conveying
the result of that reference. Copies of that document, and'of the Committec’s
acknowledgment thereof to the Government of India, ate forwarded Tor your
information. - ' . e

Of the three important points submitted to the Governor Geeneral, one only
has been noticed by the Admiralty and the Court, and the intimation respect-
ing it, as contained in the Court’s Despatch, has been furnished six months after
the Indian public had been ade aware of the alteration in the amangements
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company. L. e
. However much the concession involved in that modification was desired and
s appreciated, the satisfaction of the Chamber of Commerce would have been
inore complete if that change had béén'accompanied by the dther: reforms
alluded to. . o '

“In endeavouring to carry out those reforms, connected as ‘they are with so
many and important interests, the Committee cin well understand ‘the diffical-
fies that may attend negotiation, and is prepared to learn that the results
would by no means bé imnicdiate, or so early as could be Wished ; but the
sentiments of the Admiralty and of the Hon'ble Court upon the suggéstions
submitted by the Committee wold have been yery acceptable. '»

Tifp'reforms pointed out to and understood by His Lordship the ‘Governor
Giteral ato of ‘the greatest necessity and Joudly called for ; and-their establish-
ment cannot fail to secure the further public benefit which it is thsobject of
the Chamber ‘of Cotnmerce to obtain. .

Deeply interested as your powerful association has ever proved itself to be in
the maintenanice of an ‘cfiicient -and rapid ‘Overland communication between
Great Britain and British Tndia, the Chamber of Commerce cannot omit
to place you in possession of a knowledge ofthe ‘cfforts which are madé’ to
that end by the Commercial Community "of Calcutta, ‘and it thusts.that your
valuable co-operation will not fail to realise all the adviftages that are desired.”

.
- I have, &,

00D,

(Signedy I W, )
) Secretary,

t “"APPENDIX 8

GUSTON HOUSE GHAUT AND SHEDS.

Benoar CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 19th June, 1855.
. GREY, EsQuirE, ) . N
' Secretary to the Government of Bengal. )
Stn,—On the 25 July last, L had the honor to submit, for the considera-
tion of the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor, the views of the Commmittee of the
Chamber of Commerce, regarding the Custom House Ghaut and Sheds, and
your No. 356, the Ist of the following month stated in reply that instruc-
4 been issued to the Chief Engineer to cause a plan and estimate for
.2 Shed in front of the Custom House to be submitted to
.

fions a
the gonstruction of.
Government..

On the 1st November, the Chamber reccived from that Officer a communi-
cation; from which it was glad o learn that it was the esire of Government to
provide River-side accommodation commensurate. with a large and._extending
Trade. - ., : )

Tn the belief that the necessary works would be commenced without dclay,
1o furthor reference was made by the Chamber il the-17th February last
and in reply to an inquiry as to what progress the Ghaut and Sheds had made,

the Chiof Engincor forwarded to this Offco a copy of I letter No. 4386 of
Joth March, 1855, submitting the design and estimate called for 8 months
and no othet information haé since reached the Gommittce.

_previously 3 N
n of the portion of the River

Tt would appear, hovever, from the conditio
front selected for the futare buildings that Jittle or no progress has been made 5
and the Committeé of the Chamber of Commerce cannot but notice with regret
that, after the lapse of so many moriths, the prospect of adequate River-side
accommadatiohl Léing ‘avdilable fof the Trade of Caleutta s ,still indistinct and
uhcertain. . -

“The rainy season having set in; the want of shelter and protection from the
rge portion of the enormous and valuable traffic of the Port, will

weather for a la




request you will submit for the "consideration of - th

-on the subject of Custom House Ghaut and Sheds. -

. Isx

* b severely folt . snd'“T am desivéd to express the disappoiatinentiof: the Mer-

cantile Community that the inconvenience complained of hns not been’ removed
already. . The Committee_begs respectfully to submit- that the object of the
Chamber’s -past -and present ions is one of the highest! 5
. . . > > ’

- and it trusts' that His Flonor the Licutenant Governor will be pleased to direct
that no additional delay may occur in carrying ‘o the works to a'rapid and
successful termination.

The Committee- is given to understand that there is some difficulty in Jaying
the foundation of ‘the Ghaut, in consequence ‘of -the nature of* the -spil. not
admitting of the

Deing preserved,-cori lation of ‘sand,
&c., by edch retuming tide, filling .up the space previously cleared : this would
appear to be the chief obstacle, and while it exists, the works for the Ghaut
must necessarily be suspended : but while*this occasion of delay -is admiited,
the Committee conceives there can e no-objection—in connection with il—lo’
the erection of Sheds, which are:more-urgently required than an_ improvement
of the River Bank, though the latter_ is"also of ‘miuch importance. If the
simultaneous operation of building the Ghaut'and Sheds is +impracticable, -the
Committee would be glad to learn that the necesthry orders for comh\c;lcing
and completing the latter were issued without delay, and ‘respectfully suggests

.ﬂmt measure for t>he consideration of the Lieutenant Governor.': <.} il

Thave 8oy 1 i

e (Siged) I W. I WOOD,
p o . Secretary.
e . Bexear Cmaworh or; Cowren,, -
A . Calcutta, 6t July, 1855,
W. GREY, Fsa, - o o

Secretary to the Government, ofBeny'a‘z' X

Govemor, the followirig remarks in continuation of i

Trom  the Chief Engineer’s letter No. 1283 of
forwarded by the Civil Architect for the Cliamber’s ‘information, ¢

Ixxi R

nittse. o gladto.learn that the question of building “Slieds,-as secommended *
by the Chamber, had-bech disposed of, and that the ivil Arcbitect had been
directed to -prepare @ ‘plan_ and estimate for Shedg 600 fect in length and 50

 feot-in-breadth 3 the Chamber was consulted as to the mast-convenient manner

in vwhich the Sheds should be placed, &e. 5 and from i tenor of the entire cor-
respondence, the Committee entertained no doubt of an' early realization of the
object of the Chamber's representation to Government. :
Tt ‘would. appear that the plan originally determined upon was to embrace &
space in front of the Custom House premises sufficient for'the Sheds, in three
divisions, each of 200 feet by 50, with Roads Detween; with jetties at_the
North and South terminations, and a sloping Gt extending the entire length
of the Sheds. i )

That arrangement would have given all the accommodation required. -

Several months however having elapsed without any visible signs of progress
of those works, the Committeg was anxious to ascertain their actual extent and
nature, and requested an interview with the Civil Architect : a Meeting was
accordingly held on the 2nd instant, attended by-that Officer, the Civil Engi-
nces, Superintending Bngineer, Chief Magistrate, Collector'of Customs, and
the Vice President of the Chamber. - Lo

"The Committee was utterly unprepared for the result of inquirics then made,
and received it with deep regret ‘and disappointment.. Tnstead of the accom-’
‘modation applied for, and which it was believed had been authorized and pro-
ceeded with, the Committee was informed only one Shed had been sine-
tioned, and that even ‘that limited and ‘insufficient extent is not likely to be
available Il dong after the seasoh during which shelter from the weather is so

urgently needed. .
Although  the site for that single Shed had been fixed, its size had not been
deterinined; as objections 1iad beei aised by the Chief Magistrate regarding
an encronchment upoi thé boundary line of the Town Commissioners, and by
the Collector of Gustoms with reference to the obtruction to the free access to

and from the Import and Export entrances to the Custom House compound.
The Committee is assuréd "thiat there s ample ‘space on the River Bank
where Sheds Yc\:)\f]v@”l,l:dv’v\yslv_cgmfenient]y erected without encroaching on the
ng the Strand Road, or in any

public, thoroughfare along. ‘

“Custom House, operations 5 the space alluded o is that piece of Jand extending
‘from the comer of Fairlie Place to the South to' Clive Street Ghait to the
TNorth 3 3t was formerly occupied by the various Mercantile Establishments in

its, immediate ncighbourhood as accommodation for stabling and other conve-

way intetfering with the

L
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niences, but the whole of the temporary sheds, huts, &e., having been remored,
the ground is now generally covered with valuable goods of every description
in transit to and from the shipping.

The Committee believes that this strip of land is not required for any public
purpose, and respectfully-submits that a modification of the original plan should

e authorized, by which a portion of the recontly cleared ground may be ap-
" propriated as the site for two of the threc sheds. While these would be used

for goods to be exported, as well as for those which are imported, but

~ exempted by pre-payment of duty from the necessity of being sent to the

Custom House, the first Shed would be well situated for the reception of goods
not so-exempted, by being erdted on the site which has been selected for it.

The 'Committee has addressed the Hon'ble the Licutenant Governor
frequently and at length on this subject;.its urgent application for a much
wanted accommodation has been reiterated with much importunity ; and all
argument for its immediate necessity having been eshausted, it can now simply
repeat its eamnest” hope that the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor will be
pleased to approve of and sanction the suggested appropriation of the ground
referred to, and to direct the carly completion of an important and indispen-
sably necessary provision for the Commerce of this city.

The condition of the Cistom House Ghaut was characterized by the
Chamber several months ago—in its letter of 25th July, 1854 ; and llll]e or
o improvement appears to have been since made.

- T have, &e.,
(Signed) * H. W. I WOOD,
Seeretary.
) No. 317.
Frox tur. SECRETARY 1o tae- GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To tue SECRETARY r0 e CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated Fort TFilliam, the 26th July, 1855.

Sir,—TI am dxrecled to acknowledge the receipt of your letters noted in

the margin, and i )|
Public, Worlu, Customs. in reply to state that- the

Dated 19th_June, 1855,
Gth July

» uly

as much as possible the completion of the - Shed
. already sanctioned, and that with respect to the

Chief Engineer has been urged to ~expedite *

Ixxiif -
provision of more extended Shed accommodation, a. reference has been made
to the Supreme Government.
2. Regarding the condition of the Custom House Ghaut, a report has
been called for from the Chief Engineer.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) W. GREY,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 1979.
Frox 1HE SECRETARY 70 THE G-OVERNI\IEN’I“$1T BENGAL, -
To tne SECRETARY 710 THE CHAMBER 0¥ COMMERCE. .
Dated Fort William, the 25th September, 1855.
Puie Torks, Customs. ’ ’

Sir,—Tn continuation of my letier No. 317, dated the 26th July last, T
am directed to state, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, that
the sanction of the Supreme Government has been given to the erection of
extended Shed accommodation on the Custom House Wharf at an outlay of
Tupees *3,000, exclusive of the cost of the first Shed ordered.

T have the honor to be,
Sir, .
“Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) W. GREY,
Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.

* Subsequently s¥certained to have been o clerical error for 30,000,
L
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" Benear, CmanpER OF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 28th September, 1855.
To W. GREY, Esqure, ' .
Seeretary to the Government of. Bengal.

Srr,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce directs me to acknow-
Jedge the receipt of your No, 1979, of the 25th instant, and to inquire what
the nature and extent of the additional. Shed accommodation sanctioned by

Government may be.

T'have the honor to be, &,

(Signed)""H. W. L. WOOD’
Secretary.

No, 2038.

TFrox TEE SECRETARY 70 TvE GOVERNMENT. or BENGAL‘,
To tae SECRETARY 7o 7HE CHAMBER oF (?OMMERCE,

Dated Fort William, the 3rd October, 1855

Ly

Public TWarks; Buildings, Customs. \

St—T am direcied o acknowledge the receipt of your ltter dated the
2811 ultime, and in reply to inform_you that the Chief Engincer has been
disested to submit an estimate for the constrition of a second Shed measuring

300 feet by 50.fect. 7'
1 have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
"(Signed). . W. GREY,

Stretgry to the Gaverament of Dengal.
. . BTN R PR Ve

N. B.—Since the-above was in typé, the Committee have'had the satisfac-
tion of ascertaining that an expenditure’ of thirty thousand rupees has been
sanctioned by Government for'the erection of a second Shed on the Custom

House What of 300 feet by 50 and that the Chief Engincer has beon

instructed to lose no time in carrying out this intention.”- -

" APPENDIX 9. .

POST OFFICE,

BeNGAL CuaMBER oF COMMERCE,

J. R. B, BENNETT, Esquie,
Post Master General of Bengal.

Str,—I am instructed by the Committes of the Ghamber of Commerce, to
inform you that it has received from-the Merchants of Calcutta, a* very unani-
mous expression of dissatisfaction at the careless manner in which letters;
papers, and pricé currents, recéived by the Overland Mai, are distributed by
the Post Office peons-; and to request you will make such arrgngements- as
will ensure a greater degree of accuracy in their delivery for the fatwe. -

Tistarices ‘have beén® brought to the notice of the Committee_in which
newspapers and price currents which were posted in Tondon, have not been
received in Caleutta 3 and the wrong delivery of letters, &c., s 'so frequent,
dssaty *effectually to

tht somé stringent measures appear to be absolutely net
check the irregularities complained of. i

" Tom,
(Signed)  H. W. L \WOOD,
N Secretary.

No. 1391,

Taox tom POST MASTER GENERAL or BENGAT,
To mni SECRETARY ro mms CHAMBER or. COMMERCE.
. o Calcutta, 18th July, 1855.

S1m,—T havesthe honorsto-acknowledge:the receipt of your letter, dated the’

9th instarit, andto expressimy deep regret that, there should have. been any:

cause fof -the exprossion..of dissatisfaction .at the manner in‘which letters,
pupers-and price cirrents, received by the Overland Mails, are distrbuted by
the Post ‘Office peons. : e

Caleutta, 9th Jidly, 1855,
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. - On the receipt of your letter, I Galled uport ‘the’ Depiuty- Post Master
General, who has now sole charge of the office; for explariation ;' his ‘reply “is
annexed ; and T am bound to' add that officer spares no pains in“endeavour-
ing to give satisfaction and in the distribution of ‘the  Overland
Mails, andthiat T perfectly concur with him, the Superintendent of the office,
and the Head Clerk in the Ship and Steam Department in believing, that
all theletters reccived in the boses are duly made over to the peons,‘and
consequently that whatever faults exist, the blame is- atiributable chiefly, if
ot solely, to that class of officers. : s
. T have again requested the most particular attention of ‘the Deputy Post
Master General and his subordinates to the distribution of the letters ;-it is,
however, by far more difficult to ensure more attention"on the part of the peons,

who are invariably severcly punished ‘whenever their carelessness' is brought
1o noice through the kindness of thé public—the only means by which' this
department can learn their want- of attention—as ‘in the absence of complaint
it is only to be supposed that the péons perform. their duties satisfactorily,

Under the néw system, as the Chambigr is doubtless aware, Registers,
Peons’ Booky &c., have been abolishied, and under these circumstances,
thierefore, T fear nothing more can be done than is now' done, iz, to punish
most severely the parties convicted of inattention, &c., this department possess-
ing no means of knowirig what number of letters are dclivercd to_the peons,
or the addresses of the letters delivered to the peons for distribution.

1 have the honor to be;
N Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) J. R. B. BENNETT,
Post Master General of Bengal.

No. 198.

Frox 7uz DEPUTY POST MASIER GENERAL,

To mms POST MASTER GENERAL or BENGAL.
. Caleutta, Gmmi Post qmc;, m@ 11)}1 July, 1855.

Sim,—-With reference to the order pissed on the accompanying letter from
the Sccretary, Chamber of Commerce, dated 9th instant, I'have “the honor to.

Txxvi

subinit copies of the réports called for by me, from the Superintendent aud Mr.
Deefholts, Mannger of the Ship and Steam Department. .
nd... Since 1 have joined this office, T have invariably. attended the open-
ing and distributing of the English Mails, and ean safely vouch that every
Jetter, paper, price_current, book or pamphlet, &c., received enclosed in. the
wwooden and iron boses, has been duly issued from this office for delivery.
. Brd., . That carelessness and inattention and even fraud has been committed .
by, the; delivery peons, has been clearly proved by the cases that -have lately
been brought before the public at the Police, and I have invariably. punished
most. severely every case of carelessness’ and inattention proved against a
delivery peon 3 consequently this office has done all that ies in its power under
the present postal system to give every redress and satisfaction to the public.
. Ath. "The Chamber, in their Secretary’s letter under notice, request that
such arrangements may be made as will énsure a greater degree of accuracy in
the delivery of all lotters, papers and:price eurrents, received by  the Overland
Mail ;—I should however wish them, whilst making this request,. to suggest .
some feasible plan likely to ensure the accuracy they desire, and T have not the
slightest doubt that, if feasible and compatible with the present _postal system,
it will be adopted, and if approved of by my superiors, I,'for oue, shall do -all
in my, power to carry out the suggested plari. .
gl T - Ihave, &ey ot
(Signed) ©. K. DOVE;”
Deputy Post Master General.

. REPORTS.

The Superintendent begs to state that hie can only vouch to such price cur-
rents and newspapers as are feceived in the boxes, being safely delivered to the
peons ; but in the absence of the registration, it is impossible to say what num-
ber of newspapers or price éurrents, were reccived for cach firm 5 neither can

* the Post Office vouch for the number delivered to cach peon.

With rogard to'deiding dut the pice ‘curfénts with”the’ paid and bearing
lettos, this might be,managed, but the business will be retarded from half to
one hour more than the time allowed by the Director General; if that time is
allowed by the Direotdr Gencral; there is no objection to carry it out.
(Signed) E. BOTELLHO, .

. Superintendent.

A1th July, 1855.
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To C. K. DOVE, Esquire, ’ T oestiene Dy

+ Deputy Post Master General. Ty i

Sir,—With ’refcmnce to the letter from lhc Bengal Chamber of Cnmmerce,
dated the 9th instant, I beg to report that I can vouch. for all letters and pa-
pers reccived in the Mail boxes being delivered to the peons, but what they do
when taken out of the Post Office, T am unable to tell,

‘With regard to the pricé currents being sent out at the same time wuh the
Tetters, I beg to say it will etard the delivery by at least one hour, if not more,

Tam, &,
Siged) . T DEEFHOLTS,

B Manager. .
11tk July, 1855,

(True” Copies;)
(Signed) C. E. DOVE, -
Deputy Post Master General:
(True Copies,)

(Signed) J. R. B. BENNETT,
Post Master General of Bengal.

" Bexean Cmawper or CoMaERCE,
R 5 S Caleutta, 23rd July, 1855.
I B. KIDDELL, Esouie,

Dircctor General of the Post Office in Tndia.

St,—The Committes of the Bengal Chamber.of Commesee Jatel. received
from upwards of 20 Mercantile Firms an . -expression of dissatisfaction at the
carcless manner i which letters, papers -and., price, currents, reseived by the
Overland Mail, are distributed by. the Post. Office peons. .., 5, . -

In of that reps ion the Committee: addressed - ‘the Post
Master General, who was requested to introduce such arrangements: as .would
ensure a greater degree of accuracy for the future, ‘

Jxxix
- The Commitee has received o prompt acknowledgmént' frem the Post
Master Genoral, who affixes to his reply the remarks made by the Deputy Post
* Master General, and other employés. TFrom the explanation contained in
those cominunications, the Committee cannot question the proper ' performance
by thiose Officers of their respective duties : and gladly accepts Mr. Bennett’s

in confi of the made by his

The_evils complained of exist nevertheless: and the Committee conceives
thiat the cause of them may be found in the system adopted at the Post Office,
and $iliich'may be capable of modification and improvement.

The Committec will be glad if this present representation may be the means
of romoving any obstacles to the proper delivery of letters and papers, and of
rendering that depirtment of the Post Office more_efficient than it has been
proved to be: and in furtherance of the views of the Committee, I am. in-
structed to say that they will be happy to wait on you at any time you may
desire i suggestions from the rep ives of the C jal Conimunity

. wl]l be llkcly to assist you in considering the matter now submitted.

1 have, &,y

(Signed)  H. W. I WOOD,
Secretary.

No. 686.

Trom H. B. RIDDELL, Esquire,
Direqlar General of the Post Office in India,

To' THE SECRETARY 10 tHE BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.

Caleutta, the 25tk July, 1855.

R, ~1I beg ‘to! nckho\vle!lge the' receipt of your letter, dated the 23rd
mshml, represeiiting on 'the” part of the Chamber of Commerce, that the
Mercantile Community ind Public of Calcutta, have  eause for “dissatisfactioni
at the carcless manmer in”which ‘ltters; papers, &, teceived by the: Over-
‘Jand Mals, are distributéd by the Post Office peons.-

' 2nd, - Fiom personal observation, I can bear testimony to the exertions '
made by the Deputy Post Master General, to ensure, us far as is in-his power,
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he prompt. and: corritdelivery of the Overland Mails, aid I am glad ‘to
observe that the Committee of the Chamber do not impute neghgence to him
or i subordinate Clerls.

8id. A modification of the present system of delivery may correet he ovil
complained of ; X shall feel indebted.for any suggestions which may be offred,
cithor verbally or in witing, for the improvement of the plan of distrbution
o in force, and shall be most happy to meet tho Committee of the Chamber
in the Post Office at any time which may be convenient to the Members.

4th, Should I have misunderstood tho Tast paragraph of your letter undor
roply, and should it not be the Committec’s wish to discuss the malter verbally,

. Tcanonly say that any suggestions which they may favor me with will

receive the fullest consideration.

1 hiave the honor to be,
s, -
~ Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) H. B. RIDDELL,
- Director Genoral of the Post Qffice
in India.
s
BreNGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 24th August, 1855.

. B. RIDDELL, Esquing,  +
. Director General of the Post Oﬁ’ce.

Stm,—The comespondence that has recontly taken place between yourself
and the Post Master General and the Chamber of Commerce, regarding the
irregular delivery of newspapers, price currents and other papers, was taken into

- consideration at a Gieneral Meeting held this day.

The process of sorting and distributing pipers, was explained to the Meeting
by a Member of the Committee, who was present at the Post Office, on the
occasion of the arrival of the last Mail ; and it was the unanimous opinion of
the Meeting, that the present establishment is not sufficient for the heavy duties
it has to perform, and that an increase of at least four clerks for the Superin-
tendence of the.assortment of papers was required for the more efficient work-
ing of that department.

: . Lxxi

. As the incoriveniences already submitted to-you are attributed to the small-
ness of the number..of supervising clerks, the Committee trusts you will at
once apply the sm\])]c and inexpensive reinedy propased.

1 have, &c,

H. W. I. WOOD,
Seoretary.

(Signed)

No. 1124

Trox II. B. RIDDELL, Esquire, .
Director General of the Post Office in India, ~

To iz SECRETARY 7To e BENGAL CHAMBER.or °
COMMERCE. -

Diited Camp, the 21st September, 1855,

Sir,—With reference to your communication of the 24th. ultimo, I have
the honor to inform you that the Chamber of Commerce is under a misappre-
Tension in regard to the number of clerks employed in the distribution of the
Overland Mail, and that in my opinion the present establishment is sufficient,
and that an increase to the number of clerks would not in any way accelerate
the distribution or prevent mistakes and misdelivery on the part of the letter
carriers ; 51 clrks were employed in the disposal of the 2nd Mail received in
August, 1855,

I have taken mensures, which will, T hope, raise the character-and qualifica-
tionis ‘of the letter carriers, and have dirccted the adoption of arrangements
which will; T trust, in some degree pn.ven! the recurrence of the mistakes
which have: occurred.

1 have the hror to e,
Sir,

* Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) . B. RIDDELL,
Dircetor General of the Post Office
it Tudia.

M




AP.I’END[X 10.

SAI:VAGE CLAIMS BY THE HON'BLE COMPANY'S. '

STEAMERS, &c.

BeNGAL CoAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caloutta, 15th August, 1855.

To W. GREY, Esquire,
Secretary.to the Government of Bengal.

Sm,—The attention of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce having
Deen drawn to certain official dociments, recently published in a local paper,
having reference to the subject of salvage: claims by the Flowble Company’s
Steamers ahd other of their vessels, T am desired to state-that it is-a ‘matter
of considerable importance to the shipping interests of this port to learn whether
the memoranduin issued by the Master Attendant, No. 1360 of the 29th
June last, or the order contained in Mr. Secretary Young’s letter, No. 245 of
5th April, 1853, i8 to be considered as official authority for the-guidance of the
public. ) :

TWhile the latter dociment states that the Government of Bengal had sanc-
fioned the adoption at this Presidency of the rales passed by Her Majesty’s
Government, and extended to the Indian’ Navy, for regulating claims -for
salvage services, the instructions of the Master Attendant are to the effect that,
in cases whete Government Steamers may render sorvice to vessels in distress,
1o claim except for work done will be preferred.

These statements being directly at variance, - the -Committee respectfully
calls the attention of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant Governor to the  conflicting
dircctions they contain ; and submits that the precise nature ‘of orders issued
by Government should be made known to the public; with a clear and unmis-
takeable notification of the charges to which vessels may be subject in. the
event of assistance being rendered to thein by Government Steamers.

Tn conclusion, the Committee respectfully requests to be furnished for the
future with copies of all papers forwarded to the General Insurance Com-
mittee by the Superintendent of Marine, in order that greater publicity may
be given to them through the Chamber of Commeree.

. .

1 hiave the honor to be, &c.,

(Signed) H. W. L WOOD,
i . Secretary.

e
No. 323.
TFrox THE SECRETARY t0 TOE GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

To ras SECRETARY ro e BENGAL CHAMBER or
. . COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, 20th August, 1855.
AMarine.

Stn,—I am directed by the Licutenant Govemnor of Bengal to acknow-
ledge the regeipt of your lotter of the 15th instant, regarding the existing
rules on the subject of salvage olaims by the Hon'ble Company’s Steamers and
other of their vessels. . e

"2, Tnreply Tam directed to state that the rules on, this subject sunetioned
by the Government of India, and now actually in force, are contdined in Mr.
Under-Secrotary. Young's leter to the Superintendent of Matine, No. 245 of
the 5th April, 1853, and Mr. Secretary Beadon’s letter to the Government of
Bengal, No. 400, of the 16th March, 1855, of which a copy was furnished to
the Superintendent of Mariue on the 26th March, 1855,  Of these two letters
1 am directed to append capies, as also of the rules allyded to in Mr. Young's
Jetter above quoted. .o .

3. The notification or. memorandum issued by the Master Attendant, No.
1360 of the 29th June Jast is; as justly pointed out by the Chamber of Com-~
merce, in conflict with, .or excess of, the rulés sanctioned Dy the Government of
TIndia, and he will be directed to recal it, and o substitute in its place copies of

the: fctual s, of which he will be furmished with printed copies for more

general publication.




4. As requested in your letter, copies of all papers funished to the Giene-
ral Tnsurance Committee by the Superintendent of Marine will also be forward-
ed by that officer to the Chamber of Commerce in order to their greater pub-
publicity.  Tnstructions to this effect will now be given to. the Superintendent
of Marine. .. N
T have the honor to be, &e,,

. (Signed) W. GREY, ;

Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 245.° o

Frow Tne UNDER-SECRETARY 0 1m5 GOVERNMENT or
. BENGAT,
To rus SUPERINTENDENT or MARINE.

e, Dated Fort TWilliam, 5th April, 1853.

Sm,—I am dirccted by the Most Noble the Govemor of Bengal, to
_acknowledge- the receipt of your Jetter No. 39, dated 4th January last, with
its enclosures, requesting, on behalf of the underwriters of this place,’that - the
rules recently passed by Her Majesty’s Governthent regulating’ claims for
salvage services performed by Her Majesty’s Navy, and which réles have
Dbéen extended by the Government of Bombay to the Tudian Navy, be made
applicable tosalvage servicos reidered by Steamers, Pilot and other vessels at
this Presidency.

2. His Lordship has been pleased to sanction'the adoption of the above

rules at this Presidency.

8. 'The original enclosures which accompanied your letter are herewith
returned.

T have, &c., .-

. (Sigied) © W. ‘GORDON' YOUNG,

Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

(True Copy,)

(Signed) G. G. MORRIS,
Under-Secy. to the Govt.-of Bengal.

Ixxxv
i it No. 68 or 1852.

The Right Hon'ble the Governor in Council is pleased to direct that the
fllowing regulations regarding salvage claims for assistance xeidered by the
Honblo Company’s ships and vessels of war to vessels in danger or distess,” .

N shall, in accordance with the Rules now in force in the Royal Navy, and with

a view more p latly to define the
o salvage may be made, be held to be in force from this date. .
1. All officers in Gommand of the Hon'ble Company's ships and vessels of

under which claims to

the Indian Navy are, as heretofore, to afford every possible aid to vessels in
distress or danger, or in want of castal assistance, and no claims for salvage are
1 be raised for such assistance; unless really important services, or services
accompanied with hazard, have been rendered to such vessels.

2. When such services have been rendered, the commanding officer of the
‘ship is to transmit a full report of the whole circumstances of the case, with a
copy of the ship's Tog, to_the Commander-in-Chicf (hrough the seuior naval
officer of the station), whose written approval shall be requisite before any
other officer under his command cdn raisé @ claim for salvage, and such approval
s not o be given unless really important service, or service accompanied. vith
hazard, as been rendered. R

3. 1Tn- cases. where relays of men_ are sent for the purpose of affording

assistance; and where a lusge’ portion of the crew have been employed, the
salvage which may be awarded is to be distributed according to the provisions
of thePrize Proclamation in force at the, time, unless specially apportioned by
the terms of any decree or award, or ofherwise to be divided among the parties
actually employed as may be directed:, e

4. All offcers are to use their best cfforts to save and profect praperty and
stores, especially those belonging to the Crown or the Government, which may
be on board any vessel placed in circumstances of danger or distress, and, it
pocessiry, to.remove such stores to,a place’of safety.  The Commander-in-
Chief of the Indian Navy is ‘requested to transmit these instructions to officers
employed at distafit stations by the earliest opportunities.

By order, of fhe, Right Hon'ble the Governor in Council

o ey e o (Signed) J. G. LUMSDEN,
Secy. to Govt.
<(True Copy,)

R - (Signed) G. G. MORRIS,
o . Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
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No. 400.

Frox C. BEADON, Esquine,
Seey. to the Gort. of India,

To W. GREY, Esquirr,
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.

Dated 16tk March, 1855.

Home Department, Marine.

Sir,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 904,
dtel the i wlimo, communicating observaions on a suggestion {))' he
.IIou ble l]\j: (’Jourl of Directors for the general adoption of the Rule obtaining
in the Straits’ Settlements regarding the charge to be made for assistance rc:—
dered by Government Steamers to vessels in distress,

2. The rule in question is, that in ordinary cases, no compulsory charge
shall be made beyond the usual hire of the steamer, it being left to the ows o
of the aided vessels to offer what remuneration they may J.ink proper (o“t:z
crew of the steamer ; and that in salvage cases the hire of the steamer shall be
deducted from the amount of salvage.

8. After consideration of the replies received from the several Local Go-
vernments, the Hon'ble the President in Council

o H s pleased to direct the adop-
tion of the Straits’ rule for all Government Steamers not being men-of-war
(and to such it was not intended to apply,) with this addition, that in all cases
where extra exponditure s incurred, such extra expenditure shall be charged in
addition to the hire of the Steamer, and that in salvage cases this c“:\ ex
penditure as well as the hire shall be deducted from the amount agreed upon :71
P i i i -
n\\:mle(l.{ For men-of-war the only difference is that no hire should be
charged in any case,

T have, &c,

(Signed) CECIL BEADON,
Scey. to the Gout. of India.

The 16th March, 18,

Couxctr. Cravpen, }

(True Copy,)

(Signed)  G. G. MORRIS,
der-Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.

>

' APPENDIX 1L

DRAWBACKS & REFUNDS AT THE CUSTOM HOUSE.

No. 179.

Troy T OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS,
CALCUTTA,

To H. W. I WOOD, EsquirE,
Sccretary to the Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta.

The 18th July, 1855.

Sit,—Tn consequence of Goverament having recently been called upon to
pay a sccond time to 2 Firm in Caleutia certain sums which had previously
een paid as Drawback and Refunds to the Sireae who has for years past ordi-
parily condueted the Custom Touso business of that Firm, upon receipts pro-
janature of the Firm, but alleged to be forgerics, it
ditional precautions for the future in the
es to whom it is due. I

duced by him bearing the s
has become necessary to take ad
payment of moncy to applicants on Dbehalf of parti
shall greatly regret having recourse to any measures which may have . ten-
dency to diminish the facilities for transacting business at the Custom House,

bat it scoms scarcely possible fo devise any mode of securing Gesermment

against frauds of tis descripton which il not in some degree. produce s

effect.
ond. The remedy which T have been advised to adopt is stated in the

o extract from an opinion of the Offiiating Advocate General, and my

2 the subject is to request the assistance of the

am
object in addressing you on
Chamber of Commerce in making known to the Mercanile Community the
Lestrictions which it lias been found necessary to impose on the payment of
presentatives of Firms at the “Custom House, and the reasons
1f any means occur fo the Chamber by which the
A with less inconvenience to Merchants than by

money to the Te)
for those restrictions.
object in view could e attaine:
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with any suggestion: they may be disposed to make. B

ST

: Tam,
B Sir, )
‘ Tour obedient Servant, . . o

(Signed) A. R. TOUNG, "

st Offy. Collector of Customs

Custox Mouse, CALCUTTA, - :
The 18th July, 1855: }

' Extract of an opinion of the Advocate* Géneral, dated 3rd July, 1855.

” - s oy .. )
.« The only remedy that I can suggest is for the Collector to intimate to the

Mercantile Body (either by notice in the, G

Commerce, or by Circular,) that it Tias been

found necessary to_adopt measures
0 ‘of forged receipts, and that in

ept o the ‘personal demand
of a Member or European Assistant of the Firry, or of a Native A

for the prevention of frauds by the

future no payments will be made to any Firm

Sirear specially authorized, as follows : Each Tirin should' be ‘requieed,to

produce beforé fhe Gollector, and to identify him by orié of their, Partiers, the
e the & ° e L

hioose 1o’ employ in their Custom House busines;

and at the same time fo deposit with the Collector a letter authorizing him to

Pay to siich Native 'all Draw

Native ivlion they m

ks, Refunds and_other moneys for which he

shall produce regeipts prirportiilg to e the receips of the Firm.

codlo Trué . Bxtract’ PRSI 5 !
; 4 (Signed) -A/R. TOUNG, " -
! eew 0ffg. Collettor-of Customs.

) e \'(”‘”"c ta,;
A. R. YOUNG, Esqur o '
oy Colle

v g B

am.
RISTHIETIEL

St —1I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber - of Commeree to -

acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No, 179 of the 18th - instant,{ informinig

those proposed by Mr. Cowic, T shall be much obliged by their faouring me

azétte; or’ through the Chamber of

"
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the Chamber. that, in consequence of a recent fraud and the probable loss to
Government of certain sums in the shape of Drawback and Refunds, it had
Decome necessary to take additional precautions for  the future in payments on
such accounts ; and that the remedy which you have been advised by the

* Officiating Advocate General consists in requiring the personal attendance of o

Member of each Firm, or of a European or Native Assistant specially authorised,
to receive Drawbacks or other payments at the Custom House ; in the identi-
fication of such Assistant 5 and in depositing with the Collector a letter from
cach Firm authorising payment to such Assistant of all ‘moncys for which he
shall produce receipts purporting to be the receipts of the Firm.

TIn reply X am desired to state that the opinions of the entire body of the
Chamber have been sought on. your proposed change of system, and that a
majority of them very strongly deprecate the alteration which you have been
advised by the Officiating Advocate General to make, and which they submit
the occurrence of a single case of fraud in a long series of years searcely justifies.

TIn all Banking and Mercontile Communities, it is both law and practice that
the party ‘ho pays on an endorsed document runs the isk of the endorsement
s for him, before payment, to take such precautions
as may reduce that risk to a very slight one.

The General Trensury, the Bank of Bengal, the Sult and Opium Depart-
menis; and in short all public and private offices which have to deal with pay-
meuts in money or delivery of goods, duily undergo this responsibility in
transactions of very large extent; and the Committee canuot sec why the
Custom House should be specially exempted from it.

The Chamber would have objected to the system proposed by you on tlie
broad principle that all alterations in the mode of collecting Duties or disbursing
Drawbacks should be with the view of facilitating the operations of Commerce :
but a much stronger objection is to be found in the wording of the proposed

Deing fraudulent 5 and i

measure, viz., that Mercantile Firms should authorize Assistants or Sircars to
realize moneys for which receipts shall be produced purporting to be the reccipts
of the Firms. ' This sppoars to the Chamber of Commerce to be holding out
a premium to forgery at the risk of the Merchant, and to be so far unreasonable
that they trust you will, upon re-consideration, withdraw the proposal which
contains it. .

It it is considered that the existing system of payment of Drawbacks and
other Refunds does not furnish sufficient security to the Custom House against
the possibilty of fraud or forgery, the Chambet would solicit you to make
arrangements that all such payments shall for the future be made by warrants

x -
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. i . ey il o pnd

o1 the General Treasury, . of Bank of. Bengal, payable. to- orders: ror, if such
arrangoment s impracticable, by warrants issued sipon the ‘Treasurerlof. the
Custom House; ‘which shall bo_payable orly -to. the Banker, of the party in
wwhose favor they are'drawn, ‘or in other words only on presentation through
one of the known Banks of the place. el e
T conclusion, the Chamber desires to bring to your notice hat one material
safoguard against fraud in_such matters will be a quick. and efficient. mode of
recognising all claims for Drawback and Refunds of every description as soon.as
they are properly submifted and substantiated by: the applicants, it being
exident that the delay hich sometimes takes. place . between application , and
adjustment offers oi)porlnnity for fraudulent tampering. with the documents, to
the possible injury of both the Revenue and the Merchants. .

T have the honor to be, Sir,
. Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) - H. W..L WOOD,

* Secretary.
—
No. 190. ‘ '
Trow uz OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, -
o CALCUTTA;
To H. W. I WOOD, Esqurrs, -

Secretary to the Clamber of Commerce, Caloutta.
‘ o Thé 31st July, 1855.

Simy—T have the honor to acknonledge the receipt of your letter of yester-
day's date, vhich T have forwarded to the Bourd. of Revenue, and I shall be
very willing to adopt any modiication which the ropresentations of the Chamber
of Commerce may induce the Board to authorize -in -the instructions_ which I
have received. for my guidance in future in “the payment .of money to persons
applying on behalf of Mercantle Firms. ~ )

ond. . Should the Board still consider that a change.in the existing system
of payments is necessary; it appears to me, I confess, that the precautions
suggested by Mr. Cowie are less likely to interfere with the object (which 1
concur vith the Chamber in thinking should always be kept in view) of
fucilitaing the operations of Commerce, than. either of the plans proposed in

i - yel

your letter. The former involve only-the inconvenicnce to a Partner of the
Tirm of calling once at the Custom House, whereas payments by wartants on
theGeheral Tréasury or on the Castier of this”office, made: payable only
to'the Baiker of ihe-party in whose favor they are drawn, would necessitate,
on evisry odéasion'of 'mioney being  paid,, two- or three references. to - different
: offics, and ‘entail much additional troublo to  the parties themselves, as well as
to the Establishments concerned. AN .
“4i8rd, " T entirely agree in the opinion of the Chamber that a speedy adjust-
fiient of demands for payment would diminish the chances of attempts to tamper
with documerits, Tdeed: the-occurrence which bas. given rise to this corres-
pidence and. the proposed.alferation in the system, is a case in point, in which
there can b Tittle-dotibt that the greater part of the frauds which bave been
succéssfully practised would ot have bcen attempted, but for the delay on the
ot of the Firm in seeking the adjustmentof its claims. “The transactions. i
connection with which payment has.orly now been demanded by them, all, vith

two exceptions, belong to years p
go as far back as 1850’ —it 15/ eiident that had due and timely inquiry been
made by the Tiim it regard to the earlir claims, the alleged. forgery of their
signature would have been at once detected, and repetitions of the fraud would

+ not have occurred.
4th. T am glad of the opportunity which your allusion to ¢ the delay which
sometimes takes place between the application and adjustment,” affords me_of
i removing s“misappreliension which appears.fo exist in regard..fo. the cause of
this délay... Tt'séems to be supposed that there are some tedious or complicated

this may, perhaps in some measure, account fof the Torig inférval which ;T may
say generally clapsés beteen claims being submitted; and-the .amount claimed
being subsequently inquired for 3 very frequenily, however, this delay must be
attributable to the negléet of the persons employed to attend to the usiness of
their employers, ‘That it is owing to one or other of these causes, .and not to

| any dilatoriness in his office will, T think, be obvious to the Chamber, when I
; - mention that'at this moment there are lying:in this office ready for delivery,
N when called for, thirty-four Diawback Certificates, being all that are due up to

¢his date, and no Tess than:321 Refunds, the.claims to which Thave been admit-
ted, are ready to be paid whenever they aré asked for by those to whom they
. are due. “Tn'n sary case should the forms (o be -goe through when
moncy is to tie paid at the" Costom House, (including a reference to the Board
when nieceséary;) occupy more than theee or four dogs, and T will undertake

of 1o thie current year, and in some instances -

*forms o be-gone through n his offce which ocoupy a_ considerable time, and”
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that in every undisputéd-case the amgunt due’-Shill be’rmdﬂ'lf"énlled foryw . recordeduthority:i from. stch Tirm.” - This must thorefor future be the
sweek after the application is admitted. T should feel particularly obligedif the Ruletatithé Gustorny House. s i - B .
Chamber would:malke-this:generally known, and induce Merchints=t3 indtrict - y2ndai Ilnmulmppy to.say the Board: 1,,“,, ,.cqmemd it tny-proposal to
those whom:they inay cinpower to seceive mohey for therm to-derhandivpaymentt, . dispense gvith thetroference which s hitherto-been made to-them-insall cases
within the<périod T have mentioned. * Tn régard to Refunds, T must confess; it ; préviousto thos piyniont: of Refunds, and in fature, any,sums shich pasties

appears to-the-that i acetain class of cases, in which no question'gan exisblas establish-a rightsto have retufned fo_thera will-be:paid on_the -day ;on. which
10'the right'of applicants ‘to-the:Refunds claimed, the form of applying:to «the,- applicaton is  made; or-as: soon after as. receipts are tenderéd for the amount
Board for sanction for repayment might well e dispensed with 5 aud this isal . o

question which T proposo 10 bring under the consideration of the Board, If

the Board should appréva-of this proposal, Refunds might generally be paid
xmmedmc]y they are applied for.

I am; S:r,

i oo
it Your obedient Servant,
(S-gned) A:'R: YOUNG,
... -Offg. Collector of Customs.

Thave the bonor to be
Cusrox Houst, CALCU’I‘TA,

. i,/ it
: Your obellient Servant; The 9th August, 1855. )
(Signed)  A. R. YOUNG, . ER
i Ofg. Collector of Custons. o No. 1099.

Cosron HoueE, Carouzzh,, }:: . ) COTAEITORES ) . Tron tnz OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY o THE
The 31s¢ July, 1855. . R ' BOARD or REVENUE,
PO i DRELAIO0 w T To i OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS,
YL 0. 212. CALCUTTA,
Frox 115, orrlcmm COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, o TREU S g Wltian e S0 Aagst 1855
3 .

PR CALCUTTA,
i . T eipt of £ your ] leuer, dated the

31t of July, No. 141, relaling, Jirstly,

A Customs. sungested by the Advoeste Genoral to sccure the Custom
J. Dunbar, 1), i “FIguse ffom risk and liability on account of payments of

;3 Rcfnnds to parties presenting _receipts purportmg to be on,

)
/{ne* précaitions

and
. Dagipier. -

: !
Sun,—Ti” continuation of my Toter, No. 180, dmd the 31t .g:.m;}, T gnvef l‘ ¢ of those entided to such Refunds 5 and secorndly, to
e ] a modieation of e preent sy of Refunds ;i by tho Cllectr avig
{ ithou r‘efe‘x’éncc ot Board, o make those paymentsin
L : .

mh“ an g "'uo

W}.}.?mc, the Board &

Chamber that, thi

anks and Mercaniile ‘Gommunitie
o

ngement s\lgg’e‘ste}.l“ yJ P Advocats

i i e thécnt Tonin i

and Native Assisaits, bit ﬂmt “mhoth case n.e‘m‘i; ey pay nis
i ; o

idged, il ©

any seirence 1o the.risks iourred by othér public of wivle Establishments,




;
!
;

xeiv

to fucilitate Commercial transactions as far as can be done with proper security
to the Government Revenue. It is for the oflicers responsible for that revenue
to judge of the nature and extent of the precautions requisite. '

3rd. The Advocate General states that, * the only remedy” is by a- notice
that no payment will be made except on the personal attendance of a Member
or Turopean Assistant of the Firm, or of a Native duly identified before the
Collector by the Firm, and specially authorized by the latter to“receive pay-
ments, for which he may produce receipts © purporting to be those of the
Tirm.” The Board were of opinion® that no distinction could be drawn
between the Europein and Native Assistants so appointed by a Mercantile
Tirm 5 and that in both cases the party to reccive payments on behalf of a Firm
should be charged with special and duly acknowledged and recorded nuthority
from such Firm. The Board do not see the force of the objection urged in the
5th para. of the letter of the Chamber of Commerce. The risk to the Merchant
would-evidently be reduced to the lowest possible limit, if payments were only
made on the production of reccipts by an Assistant (Native or European) pre-
viously duly identified and specially axthorized to receive payments.

4th. The Chamber proposes that such payments be made by orders on
the Geeneral Treasury, the known Banks, or on your own. Cashier, the latter
“payable only to the Banker of the party in whose favor they are drawn ;” you
are of opinion that the plan suggested by the Advocate General gives more
promise of carrying out the principle urged by the Chamber, viz.,  of faci
tating the operations of Commerce,” than that of the Chamber. ' The:“Board
coneur with you in this opinion. They consider the identification and. autho
rization of a party to reccive payments, and to give receipts on behalf of a Firm,
as the most simple and safest course which can be adopted, with reference as
well to the interests of Government as to those of the Commercial Community.
The plans suggested by the Chamber are more complicated 5 and do not, so

far s the Board can perceive, -involve a greater degrec of security. “They
accordingly request that you will give cffect to these views in the manner indi-
cated in the concluding para, of my letter of the 28th July.

5th. On the second point, the Board observe that the delay complained
of by the Chamber is shown, in many eases, not to be attributable to delay in
payment from your office, but to delay in demanding it on the part of those

who hiad to receive. In order, however, to obviate the chance of any delay in

* 28(1 July, 1855,
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receiving payments by those who do demand such Refunds, the Board autho-
rise you, without reference to them, to pay at once all Refunds where there is
an “unquestionable right to receive them ; cases of doubtful right only being
referred by you to the Board. Errors of caleulation, name, &c., can be
checked in your own office by means of your separate Import and Export
Tstablishments, and by your registers of payments.

1 have, &,

(Signed) M. V. BAYLEY,
Offy. Junior Secretary.
(True Copy,) -
(Signed).  A. R. YOUNG.
0ffy. Collector of Custos.

BeNGAL CraMpER OF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 28 August, 1855.
A. R. YOUNG, Esqums, .
Officiating Collector of Customs,

Caleutta,

Sim—T have'the honor to ackuowledge the reccipt of your letter of the
31st July, on the subject of your proposed mode of paying Drawbacks and
Refunds, a reply to which has been delayed pending the result of your refer-
ence to the Board of Revenue. B

That result T have further the honor to acknowledge in the receipt of your
Jotter of the 9th instant with copy of one from the Officiating Junior Sccre-
tary of the Board, No. 1099 of the 8th instant, in which you are instructed
to carry out the mode of payment recommended by the Acting Advocate
General. | :

These letters have been circulated to the Members of the Chamber of Com-
morce, and I am now instructed, in the belief that the decision of the Board of
Revenue, as communicated, is not necessarily to be considered -final, to solicit
your attention to the following remarks.

You state that the proposed system will involve to the Mercantile Commu-
nity only the inconvenience of o Partner in cach Firm calling once t the
Custom House, but I have to point out that this trifling - inconvenience formed
o part whatever of the grounds on which the Merchants complained of the
alteration.
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The complaint, shortly stated, is that the mode recommended by the Act-

genuineness of his signature to zeceipts for money, which in cvery department
of business, public or private, Jarge or small, has alvays been-bome by the
party who pays, and not by bim who receives. Such a departuro from
aniversally recognized Jaw and custom should have strong grounds to justify it,
and theso, the secently isolated cases of forgery scarcely fumish 5 while it
appears to the Chamber that the trouble and fisk to the Custom House Autho-
Tities in the frequent identification of an individual will hardly fall short of what
ought to have been given to the verification of a signature. Had the fraud
complained of been the receipt by the Custom Houss of a forged Bank Note,
and had the Advocate General been requested to advise  remedy against such
frauds for the future, he would with equal certainty have stated that the only
remedy was to reccive nothing but silver, but those who pay Customs’ Duties
could scarcely be expected fo acquiesce in such a departure from ordinary
practice, although it would not be a greater one than the present. 3
The Chamber is much obliged by the remarks in your letter No. 190,
rogarding the nccumulation of audited clsims for Drawbacks and Refunds in
your office, and has no doubt that the publicity given to the subject will have
called the attention of parties interested, and' tend to prevent for the future
such unreasonable carclessness and delay on the part of claimants ; and T
am further directed to return you the thanks of the Chamber for the
application. successfully mado by you for permission to adjust at once all
established Refunds without the necessity of a previous reference to the Board
of Revenue, )
. honor, on behalf of the Mercantile Community, to protest against the ‘principle
therein lnid down, that' the Custom House is not to be exposed to that risk
and liability which attach to all other pasties who pay money on writien
receipts.
‘Such liability is by no means confined to Banks and Mercantile Communities,
but is the rule in all monetary transactions, public or private, and it appears to
the Chamber that, if the right of the Custom House Authorities to set them-
selves above universal practice be tacitly submitted to, it is difficult to say
where innovations may end. ’

The opinion of o Government Law officer has named the only remedy to
relieve the Custom House from the possibility of being defranded by forged
receipts, but the Chamber of Commerce respectfully protests against the right

ing Advocate Greneral throws upon the Merchant the responsibility of the’

With ‘regard to the Board’s letter No. 1099 to your address, T have the,

xevii -

of the Custom House to such protection, in any mode other
of proper sorutiny and inquiry as to the authenticity of each sigp
" Kilhor of th¢ modes_suggested in my loiter of the 30th ulimg
Sinuchi o

o
jtgnal sccurity to the Cuistom Touse against forgery, and both would
g far more acéeptable to the Mercantile Community, than ‘payménts in money
@specially, authorized sivear.”  Whether a Merchant’s receipt for Dravv-
ek wers accepted payable at the Treasury, or payable,at the Custom House
i «erossed” with the name of 2 Bank, T beg you will assure the Board that
jiéll‘:i{ biveniance whatever would acerue to the roceiver, s Calcutta Merchants

i beliind their contemporaries in” London in their desire to cconomize

51l 1ibor nd coin, through the medium. of  cheques ‘and transfers through
kers, L

T again solicit, on behalf of the Mercanti

rdof Revenue for their ro-coniderai

e, : . e e

: o Sir, your most obedient Servant,

Dody, that you will apply to the
on r‘vl}m’queslio‘n, and have the honor

"H. W. I. WOOD,

Secretary.
X i No. 252
TFiior tire  OFFICIATING - COLLECTOR or* CUSTOMS,
1 o B d

" CALCUTTA,

To . W. I. WOOD, Eiquss, - .
. Seerctary to the Cliamler of Commerce,: Calaulta.

i © . The 120 September, 1855,
Sttt By vl . 2
- Sim,— Your lefcr of the 281h ulimo was duly. submitted fo_ the Board of
Tiovenue in ascordance with the wish of the Chamber of Commerce expressed

i, and I have noy;the honor to forward to you a copy of the Board’s
veply of this day's date, No. 1211. s s

NI I T have-the honor t6 be, &e.;

(Signed) A.R.YOUNG,, .
. i . Offg.. Collictor of . Custo
‘Custoit Housy, Carourrs, . )

3t Séjptenber, 1855. B

15

o
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No. 1211,

TroM TIHE OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY To Tne
BOARD or REVENUE,

7o rne OFFICIATING: COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, .
CALCUTTA.

Fort William, the 12th September, 1855.

Sim,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Tetter, dated the 5th
instant, No. 168, forwarding a letter from the Secretary to
Customs. the Ghamber of Commerce, dated the 28th ultimo, re-
3. Dunbar, PR e .
and } g, lative to the system of identification of a recognized Agent
. Dampier, )& -on the part of Firms, to whom payments are to be
. made at the Custom House, on accomnt of Refunds,
Drawbacks, &c.
2nd. Tnreply Tam desired to observe that the Board are always anxious
to consult the jience of the Me C so far as they can
do so compatibly with due security to the Giovernment interests committed to
the charge of the Board 5 and, in this spirit, they have given due consideration
to the further letter of the Charber under acknowledgment. T
3d. The Board however do not think that the arguments adduced in the

Seorctary’s letter are such as to render advisable any immediate alteration 'in *

the system of payments recently established under their authority. The Board
do ot go more into detail in the matter, btcause the Chamber’s request for a
reconsideration of the question s really grounded on the view- of it as it had
before taken, and which the Board had already considered on  the oceasion of
their previous orders, v, that the Custom House Revenue was entitled to no
more protection from risk than any private party or other institution, The
Board differed as to these premises, and still do so. They must be allowed to
excrcise their own judgment in a matter so nearly affecting their own responsi-
Vility 3 and they act in' this instance with the greater confidence, as they do so
under the advice of the Officiating Advocate General.

4th, The system which the Board have authorized, Thaving been acti-
ally introduced, should, in their opinion, have a full and fair trial. In the
event ofits being found, on cxperience, to be open to_serious objection, the
Board would be prepared to consider the propriety of either modifying or
superseding it . T

xeix

5th.—The original enclosure of your letter s herewith retured.
T have, &e.y
(Signed)  H. V. BAYLEY,
Ofy. Junior Sterctary.
True Copy,
.o (Signed) A. R. YOUNG,
Offy. Collector of Customs.

BexcaL CnaMner or COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 9tk October, 1355,
W. GREY, Esqumms, O Qoo 1580
ey to the Govt. of Bengal.

Sin,—By dircction of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, T have
the honor to forward copy of correspondence betseen the Chamber and the Col-
Jector of Customs, relating to the recent introduction of a system in regard to the
payment of Drawbacks, Refunds, &c,, at the Custom House : and I am instruct- ~
& to request you will submit the same for the carly consideration of the How'ble
the Lieutenant Governor. The innovation involves a. principle so totally at
variance with that which s recoguised in evory other department of busivess,
and so opposed to established and well-understood law and, custom, that the
Commercial Community most anxiously apply for its immiedite removal.

The Chamber of Commerce respectfully submits that the introduction of
such a measure is irrogular, and that the grounds upon which it has been
recommended cannot justify its adoption.  The objections taken to such a
departure from ordinary practice are stated at some length in the Chamber’s
letter of 28th August, and the Committee trusts that the Hon'ble the
Licutenant Governor will not only admit their force, but that he will be
pleased to direct. that the mode recommended by the Chamber for paying
refunds and drawbacks be adopted.

T conclusion T am instructed to add, with the view of meeting an argument

 which may probably be brought forward, that although many firms have given

ihe letter of indemnify required by the Collector, they have done so under

pulsion, and their acqui is not to be und ¢ as an aband

P
of the objection raised by the Clamber. _*

1 have, &e,y
(Signed) © 1L W. L WOOD, .
Seorctary.




Trom tue SECRETARY To tne GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

To te SECRETARY 7o Tnr BENGAL CIIAMBER or
COMMERCE.

Dated Fort TFilliam, the 3rd November, 1855.

Miscellancous Revenue, Custons,

Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter; dated the
9th ultimo, and in reply to forward herewith, for the information of the
+ No. 53, Chamber of Commerce, a copy of-a letter® of this day’s date,
o addressed to the Officiating Junior Secretary to the Board
of Revenue.

2. On'receipt of the Report called for from: the Board of Revenue, a
further communication will be made to the Chamber.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir, .
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed)  W. GREY,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 586.
Frox ms SECRETARY 70 tus GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

To e OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY 1o THE
BOARD or REVENUE.
Dated Fort TWilliam, the 3rd November, 1855.

Bliscellancous Revenue, Customs..

Sir,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the
26th ultimo, and in reply to state that the Lieutenant Governor, after a careful
consideration of the correspondence which has passed between the Chamber
of Commerce and the Government Authorities, in regard to the manner of
making payments from the Custom Ifouse to Merchants on account of
Drawbacks, is wnable 10 acquiesee in the doctrine which is apparently main-
tained by the Chamber, namely, that the Custom Iouse is bownd to make

ci

such payments upon the written receipts of the Merchant, taking all risk of
such receipts being forged. :

2. The Licutenant Governor thinks therefore that the Board were right
in authorizing a change in the practice which had obtained up to the tine
when the forgeries by Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co.’s Sirear came to
light, and His Hoor sees nothing to object to in the system which was
substitutéd, as it in fact imposes no risk whatever upon the Merchant except
such as he may voluntarily choose to incur by authorizing an Ageat to receive
money which is due to him, instead of recciving it himself.

8. The Lieutenant Governor observes, however, that there was a third
course suggested by the Chamber, which lie is disposed to think should
receive further consideration.

4. The Chamber- suggested in one of their letters to the Collector of
Customs, that payments from the Custom House should be made in future
“ly warrants on the General Treasury, or Bank of Bengal, payable to order.”
“The Collector demurred to this proposition on the ground that such a system

- would “entail much additional trouble to the parties themselves, as well as to

the cstablishments concerned.”

5. The Licutenant Governor does not, however, perceive how the system
proposed by the Chamber would necessarily entail any additional trouble on
the parties who were to receive the money, and although he can understand
that an objection may exist to any measure which should tend to augment the
current business of the Greneral Treasury, he does not apprehend ‘what objec-
tion there can be to the Custom House having an open account with the
Bank of Bengal, as many other public establishments in Caleutta have. It
seems possible, indeed, that by the adoption of such an arrangement it might
be found practicable to simplify very much the cash transactions of the
Custom House, and the Licutenant Governor will be glad therefore if the
Board, after communication with the Collector of Customs, will report their
opinion on the subject.

6. The original enclosures received with your letter, are herewith returned.

1 have, &e,
(Signed) W. GREY,
Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.
(True Copy,)
G. G. MORRIS,
Under-Seey. to the Govt. of Benyed,




cit -
No. 605.

Tuoyw i UNDER-SECRETARY ro Tne GOVERNMENT or

¥
BENGAL,
To e SECRETARY to 1z BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE, Bt

Dated Fort TWilliam, the 4t December, 1855,

Miscellancons. Revenue, Customs,
Stit,—1In continuation of my letter No. 539, dated the 3rd ultimo, I am
directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Chamber of Com- .

meree, a copy of a letter of this day’s date, addressed fo the Officiati
Junior Sceretary to the Board of Revenue, on the subject of the mode of

s and Refunds to be adopted at the Custom House,

payments of Drawbac]

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) G. G. MORRIS, g

Under-Secy. (o the Gout. of Dengal. {

No. 604.

BENGAL,

To rui OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY T0 tur BOARD

Frox tne UNDER-SECRETARY To mur GOVERNMENT or
or REVENUE.

Dated Fort TVilliam, the 4t December, 1855,

Miscelluncous Revenue, Custons. . .
Stz—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1439,

dated 27th ultimo, submitting the views of the Board of Revenue after furthe

communication with the Collector of Customs, on the several modes of pay

c.

went of woncy due to Merehunts on aceount of Drawbacks and Teefimds,
2. Tnreply I am desied to state, that the Licutenant Goveror thinks that
fhie Collector ghould be instructed to open an accomnt with the Bank of Bengaly

cii

and 10 make payments hy Cheques on that Bank 50 far as the Bank Rules will
admitof bis doing. Tn the event of any of the Merchants preferring to reccive

what is duc to themn from the Custom House in Coin or Bank Notes, their wish
will of course be complied with.
5 1 have, &c.y
(Signed) G. G. MORRIS,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
(True Copy,)
. (Signed) G. G. MORRIS,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
DBrxcan CuaMper oF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 11th December, 1855.
G. G. MORRIS, EsQuIRE,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Sin,—T am dircoted by the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree to
acknowledge the xeceipt of your letter No. 603 of the 4th instant, with its
enclosure, and fo express their opinion that the mode of paying Drasbacks and
Refunds by the Collector of Customs authorized by the Ilonorable the Licute-
nant Governor is an arrangement. which will be  satisfactory and convenient to
the Mercantile Community.

1 have the honor to e,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) 1L W. L WOOD,
Seeretary.

Nowr.—These Inst o letters are published as concluding the wbove correspondence,

(gl their dates are subsequent (o the close of the alf-year.




"APPENDIX 12

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Cnaneer or COMMERCE,
Madras, 19tk June, 1855,
II. W. I. WOOD, Esquirs, !
Seey. Chamber of Commeree,

CALoUTTA.

Drar Sm,—TI am desired by the Chamber of Commerce td request you
will-submit, for the consideration of your Committee, the desirableness of taking
easures to promote the carly introduction of an wniform " system of Weights
and Measures all over India.

2. This question was the subjeet of-a correspondence between the Cham-
ber and the Government of this Presidency, or rather of a Committec appoint-
ed by the latter, as far back as 1840, when it was proposed to introduce
system founded upon the Tola as an unit, and which would assimilate "’ iear
us possible the Weights in vse at Madras with those of your Présidency, by
making the Madras Maunil exactly one-fourth of the Bengal Mun, the Viss
one-fourth of the Pussarce, and the Pollam half of the Chittack.

3. The Chamber, however, were of opinion, and are 5o still, that an uniform
scale framed upon the decimal principle would be the simplest as well as the
most useful_that could be adopted. In this the Tola might still form the
unit, and 10,000 Tolas be the weight of the highest denomination.

4. The matter has been allowed to slumber ever since 1840, and tho
Chamber are desirous of agitating it afresh, but would prefer its being taken
up simultancously by the Chambers of the three Presidencies, and T am there-
fore desired to jnvite your Committee to express their views on the subject.

1 am, dear Sir,
Your's faithfully,

R. CARDOZO,
Secretary.

(Signed)

" ought to be propared, if asked, to suggest the best standard for the alterations

cv

Bencal Cranper or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 13th July, 1855.
R. CARDOZO, Isqurr,
Seey. to the Chanber of Commeree,
Mapras.

Dear Str,—T am instructed by the Committee of the Cliamber of Com-
merce to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 19th ultimo, regarding the
fntroduction throughout Tndia of o wniform system of Weights and Measures,
Dased on the decimal principle. .

“Phe Committee fully coneurs in your view of -the very great advantages
which would follow the introduction of such uniformity, and will not fail to
give its best attention to the subject : bub the Committee conceives that, before
application is made to Goovernment for any legislative cnactment, the Chamber

sought, or at all events to be in possession of more information on so intricate
a sulgject than it has yet attained.

"As o Commission composed of eminently scientific mon has very recenly
concluded its xeport on the same subject in England, I am desired to suggest
the oxpedicncy of the Chambers of Commerco in India possessing themselves
of the result of that report, as it is highly probable that the recommehdations
which it contains may be found eminently useful in the consideration. of the
4ill greater changes called for in the Weights and Measures of ihis counirys
and any representations which the Chambers: may make to Government on
the subject will aoquive double force if based upon the report in question.

T'he Committee will be glad if you can in the mean time. furnish me with
4 copy of the correspondence of 1840, referred to in your letter.

/1 ar, &c, &e, -

I W. 1L WOOD,
Secretary.

 (Sigaed)




Cranmmt oF COMMERCE,
Mudras, Tth Aigust, 1855,

H. W. L WOOD, Esquire,
. Secy. Chamber of Commerce,
CALCUTTA.

Dean Str,—T am diected by the Chambe of Coinmerce to acknowledge
receipt of your letter, dated 13th ultimo, and to m}dcr their thanks for the
suggestions offered by your Committge as regards the expodiency of deferring
any application to Government, for the revision of Weights and Measures in
Todia, until the result ofthe inquiry that is being made by scientific men in
England into the sume subject is made known. ’

2. This Chamber fully coincides with your Committee in the view they
ke of this subject, and will wait the publication of the Iome Report before
they take any further steps. In the meanwlile they have tuch pleasure in
farnishing, as dosired, copies of their correspondence with the Committee
appointed by this Grovernment in 1840 to consider and report upon the subject.

3. The Bombay Chamber has been likewise requested to co-operate in
the measure, and in reply the Committee, have drawn attention to,a corres-
pondence which passed between them and the Govemment of their Presi~
dency ds recently as 1852, and which you will find embodied in their Report
for the following year.

4. Since writing the above, intelligence has_come to hand of a debate
in the House of Commons, on the 12th June, on the subject of a decimal
coinage, the result of which wasa resolution that the initiation of a decimal
coinage by the issue of the florin was declared emineritly successfal and satis-
factory, and that its further extension will be of great public advantage. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer said the Government were not prepared at once
to take a step for the alteration of the coinage, but assured the House that *
the subject should receive theie most careful consideration. In the course of
the debate, the question of a decimal system of Weights and Measures was
referred to 3 one speaker observed “that a decimal system of Weights and Mea-
sures ought to be adopted simultancously with a decimal system of coinage,”
(vide Times of 13th Junc), and Mr. Haukey, in allusion to an opinion
exprested that this’ question ought to be referred as before proposed to @
congress of nations, said that he confidored it was perfectly competent fof
thon (the House of Comumons) to act upon the information Hiey possessed,

evii

and adopt a decimal system without regard to any congress of mations. It
would be.only consistent with the general progress’ and intelligence of which
Tnglishmen were in the habit of boasting to take'some means to put an end
to the _present system, which appeared to him to be a disgrace and a discredit
to this great Commercial country. The Honorable Member for South Lan-
cashire was reproached for not proposing a'decimal system of Weights and
Measures as well a5 of Money, but he presumed the Honorable Member
thought it was better to proceed by steps, and that he fnténded, if e con-
vinced the House of the expediency of a decimal coinage, to follow it up with
a similar system of Weights and Measures.” i

1 am, dear Sir, .

. Your's faithfully,
© (Signed) R. CARDOZO,

Secretary.

P, S.—Since the foregoing was drafted, a fresh) "communication has been
received from the Bombay Chamber on the same subject, a copy of which is
This Chamber does not
concur’ with that of Bombay in its opinion that any agitation of the subject at
the present moment would be unavailing ; present good may not result, but

enclosed for the information of your Committce.

it does not thereforc follow that we ought not now to agitate, as reforms are
only caried by steadly agitation. Should your Committce also thinks so,
perliaps, to save tine, it will think it advisable to address the Bombay' Cham-
Der direct on the subject, and to send this Chamber a copy of your letter. )

R. C

- «On this subject the Committee have to refer to the following correspon-
“dence :—- [

«To mup SECRETARY or toe CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Str,— The Committee of Weights and Measures having been directed by

«he Government to advise them as to the best mode of adopting the Weights
«and Measures of this Presidency to.a system founded upon the ol as un




eviil

unit, which has been finally resolved upon by the Supreme ' Govérnment, T
«have the honor to request that you will oblige them by stating'yotit” opitiion
& to which of the subjoined modes of attaining  that object you would give the
t preforence as  being. likely to beattended with the greatest benefits to the
« community, “and to afford the surest prospect of improvement in the Com-
« mercial transactions of this ‘country, if adopted in the establishment of an
« yniform system. |

Maund.  Viss. Pollam.  Tola.

8. 320. 800.

1. 40. 100.

" By this frst sele dhe mound is equal to 28lbs; Troy. - This is 2 conider-

«qble reduction (about 18 per Cent.) below the ‘weight ‘of the maund at
« present recognized and in use at the Presidency, which Tntter s equal to 251bs.
« Avoirdupois, but as some alteration must must be made, since the Tola unit
& cannot be made to coincide with Avoirdupois weight by any system, it is
« thought that the inconvenience of a greater or less departure from the present
« standard will notbe so much felt as might at first be supposed, more especially
« as great irregularity already prevails, particularly in the iaterior.  The advan-
“tage in recommendation of the scale above given i, that its correspondence
uith that of the Bengal Presidency is so easy and simple as greafly to
faciltate the mutual conversion of the weights of cither Presidency, and also
¢ 4o afford the means of hereafter entirely assimilating the two by the gradual
« extension of the Madras to the dimensions of the Bengal scale. Thus the
«pew Madras maund ‘would be exactly. one-fourth of the Bengal mun, the
«viss, one-fourth the pussaree, the pollam half of the chitack.

«The other scale which is proposed for your considération'has this strong -

cix

- «recommendation that it makes the smallest possible alteration in the absolute
« weights of. the scale now in force 3 it is as follows t— !

Maund. ~ Viss. Pollam.  Tola.

plom %
' l 1. \ s. | a20. | 960,
\ L | 00 | 120
o T 1. 3.
i | i
1 B
- ! 1

" «THere the maund comes out equal to 80lbs. Troy, or 24.6361bs, Avoirdu-
< pois, or withiin one-eightieth of the present.

«The corespondence with the Bengtl weights is also asy by this table,
«though ot capable of being zeduced to. harmonize with it hereafter with so
«mucl ease. Thus the new Madras maund would equal 12 seers of the
« Bengal weight, the viss would equal 1 seer, the pollam 3-5ths of the chitack.
_«Bt whatever scale be adopted for ‘Maodras, the correspondence of Weights

«of various denominations throughout all Indi, can always be made by reduc-

- ing each to tolas—s0, it is chiefly with a view to the gradual further assimi-

«lation of Madras with Bengal by the adoption of the same scale of denomina~
« tions in both Presidencies, that it is proposed to consider whether it be worth
« while. to encounter the inconvenience of so large a departure as would be
« caused by the scale first proposed.

«Hoping thot you will be so good as to favor the Committee at an_ early
« opportunity with your opinion upon the subject above referred to,

T have the, honor to be,
Sir,
“Your obedient Servant,
- (Signed) - J. T. SMITH,
Captain, Engineers.
For the Committee of TWeights and Measures.

MADRAS, }
14th December, 1840.
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«To CAPTAIN J. T. SMITH, Engincers.

Sim,—% T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
@ acknowledgethe receipt of your letter dated 14th ultimo, requesting their opinion
«upon, two scales of Weights, and Measures, ane of which it is proposed to
< adopt, with the view of introducing a system, founded upon the Tola as an unit.

« The Committee are of opinion that no system will be perfect that, docs
¢ not reduce the Weights and Measures at all the three Presidencies fo the same
¢ standard, and that any change whatever in the present scale will be attended
& with as much local inconvenience as one that should at once esiablish an uni-
«form system  throughout the country. They -would therefore very much
 prefer the immediate adgption of the scale now in use in Bengal, and the
 application of the same to the Presidency of Bombay, to any_ change which
< should have the cffect of disturbing the system which long usage ‘has rendered
« familiar at Madras, without at the same time attaining the object of an assi-
“ milation to that of Bengal.

« But i it has been fnally resolved upon that the Tola. shall be adopted as
& an unit, and it be impracticable immediately to apply the Bengal scale to this
“ Presidency, the Committee would prefer the adoption of the ‘second scale
«contained inyour lotter, as that which entails the smallest deviation from
< established practice. “They do not overlook the advantage you attach to the
«first proposed scale, that it affords the means of hercafter ‘assimilating the

“two’ (those of Bengal and Madras ;) but they consider the greatest incon-
¢ yenience must attend repeated - alterations in the Weights-and Measures, and

“that if the perfect system is mot to be adopted at once, it is better to apply
« that which involves tlie least departure from the system now in use. ,

T am further desired by the Committee to record their opinion that a uni-
& formscale framed upon the decimal principle would be the simplest as well
¢ g5 the most useful that could be adopted, In this, the Tola might.still form
< the unit, and 10,000 Tolas be the weight of the highest denomination. - The
« Committee do not consider that a radical change of this nature would produce
«more confusion than any other change which in any measure disturbs the
“existing scale.” L
. 1 liave the honor to be, i,

Siry vt
“Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) ARTHUR MACLEANE,
CrAMBER OF COMMERCE, Secretary.
MADRAS,
4l Janary, 1841. }

exi
« To tir SECRETARY To tne CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

St~ Para, Ist. T am dirccted by the Committec of Weights and Mea-
« gures to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, and to
« gtate more particularly for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the
<esact relation between the proposed scale constituting the Pollam as equal to
23 Talas andl the Bepgal scale of Weights ; since it appears. that oving (o
« 2 want of sufficient explanation, o misunderstanding has been como to rela-
«tive to the future changes which would be hereafter necessury to produce the -
« desired assimilation between the two, which may most probably have influenc-
& od the opinion recorded by them on this subject. .

«wgnd, The Gommittee entirely coincide in the opinion expressed by the
« Ghamber of Commerce as stated in your letter that “the greatest incon-
« yenience must attend repeated alterations in the Weights'—Dbut they hold
« this opinion as applicable much more to alterations in the absolute intrinsic
% yalue of the Weights themselves- than to the ratio of the denominations by
« ywhich these Weights miay be connested in any scale for Commercial use.
«/Thus, whilst they deem that any fresh alteration of the positive weight of
«the Madras Pollam would involve an inconvenience which ought by no
“ means 1o be repeated, yot that the same objection would not attach to
« the introduction of a fresh denomination into the scale, which leaving every
«thing else exactly as Yefore, should establish 2 Pollams as constituting one
« Chitack ; which would then be ;dentical with the weight of the like denomi~
«nation in Bengal.

«8yd, Nor do the Commiitee think that after the new Maund shall have
«been faly established and the weights throughout the country been adjusted
« thereto, that much inconvenience ywould result from the extension of the scale
«hy a regulation, which leaving cvery thing clse untouched, and defining
< the Maund as the kuteha or smaller, should establish a larger Maund, equal
< to.four of it, which would then be identical with the I.n‘di:m Mun.

w4, T would be by alterations such as these only that theentire assimi-
«lation of the two systems of weight would hereafter have to be carried into
« offect, and while the Committee entrely agreo with the Chamber of Com-
« merce as to the desirablencss of an uniform  system throughout the whole of
«India if Pmcﬁcn’ble, which also they conceive to be the wish and intention of
< the Supreme-Government, they feel that there is a much better chance for its
«introduction by its being engrafted upon the. system which lohg usago has
« fymiliarised and inwrought-with the habits and prejudices of the people, than
«by any sudden introduction of an entirely new scheme.




exi

«gth, But in ordor that the Chamber may be enabled to judge more
« exactly of what would remain to be done after the introduction of the first
€ scale proposed in my letter of the  14th ultimo, T have the honor to subjoin
o accompaying Table, showing the present value of the Bengal scalo and the
«proposed.value of the Madras, on the suppostion of the Pollam being declared
¢ cqual to 2} Tolas, the weight of all the denominations being alike exprgsséd

“in tolas. .
Mun,  Pussarce.  Seer.  Clitack. Tola.

Bengal 3,200 400 8 . 5 1
Pucha.
Maund. DMuund. Viss. Pollam. Tolas
Madras 3,200 800 100 24 1

«Gth, Trom the above it will be seen that by the introduction hereafter
«of a now denomination of a Chitack equal to two Pollams, of a Pussaree
‘tequal to four Viss, and a pucka Maund equl to four of the common maunds,
«tho correspondence of the Bengal and Madras scales would be exact, with
« the exception that the former would contain a Seer of 80 instcad of the
«Madras Viss of 100 Tolas, and the Committee are of opinion that this last
«step in the assimilation of the two systems would be better effected by rais-
«ing the value of the Bengal Seer, which suggestion thel would make it their
«uty to offer to Government. .

«7th, Dut their object in again troubling the Chamber of Commercé is
@1 request them, after a_consideration of the explanations contained in this
«]otter, to advise them as to whether the ultimate benefits held out by the
« adoption of a sale founded upon a Pollam of 2} Tolas are suffcient to
« compensate for the inconvenicnce of so great a deviation as 18 per® Cent. in
« {he intrinsic value of the Maund, or whether, to avoid such a disturbance, it
“« would be preforable to abandon the prospect of assimilation with the Ben-
« gal scale altogether and adopt that in which the Pollam is equal to three
«Tolas. .

«gh. The Committee will not fail to notice the recorded sentiments of
« (he Chamber as to the value of a decimal system, but they are are prevented
& from acting therenpon in any way on this occasion, as their instructions limit
«lem to an adaptation of the Tola to the existing Madras system of weights.”

1 have the honor to be, :
. Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

. (Signed) J.T. SMITH, Captain,
Mapras, } . . Corps of Engincers.
15tk Junuary, 1841, .

exiii
«To Carraw J. T. SMITH, Engincers.

¢ Str,—T am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
« acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 15th ultimo, in reply to the
<« Committee’s observations on the subject of the proposed new scale of
“Weights and Measures.

“ On the fullest consideration the Committee adhere to their former opinion
“that if the object of an uniform scale throughout the country cannot be
“attained at one step, it would be better to abandon that object, and to adopt
< the scale which involves the smallest deviation from that now in use.”

T have the lonor to be,
© Sir, .
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) ARTHUR MACLEANE,
Coampir oF COMMERCE, . Secretary.
MADRAS,
5] February, 1841. }

To R. CARDOZO, Esquirg,
Secy. to the Chamber of Commeree,
Mapras.

Dear Sir,—Reforring to the last para, of my letter of the 5th instant,
T have now to send you copy of the reply received from the local Govern-
ment in ansyer to the application from this Chamber for further information

" on the subject of the proposed Act for establishing an uniform standard of

Weights and Measures.
1t will e scen that in consequence of instructions received from the Court
of Directors, Government has for the present abandoned the idea of applying
to the Legislature for its interference on the subject. Under such circum-
stances, the Comittee of this Chamber apprehend that any agitation of the
subject at the present moment would be unavailing.
1 am, dear Sir,

Your's faithfully,
(Signed) JOHN MAWSON,
Toupay CUAMBER OF C(mm:ncr:,} Acting Secretary.
25t July, 1855.

Q
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exiv

(Copy of letter from the Government fo the Chamber.)
No. 2243 or 1855,

To ton ACTING SECRETARY 7o TR CHAMBER oF
' COMMERCE.

General Department.

Sm,—In reply to your lotter No. 68, dated 4th July, 1855, T am directed
to acquaint you, for the information of the Chamber, that under instructions
which were reccived from the Honorable the Court of, Dircetors subsequent to
the date of the Government letter quotéd by you, the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council has, for the present, been obliged to abandon the idea. of
applying to the Legislature to passa Law for the compulsory introduction of
an wniform standard of Weights and Measures throughout this Presidency.

. T have the honor to be, &,
(Signed) W. HART,
Secretary to Government.

Bonpay CASTLE, }
19tk July, 1855.

(True Copy,)

(Signed)  JOHN MAWSON,
Acting Secretary.

BrneAL CrAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 14th September, 1855,

R. CARDOZO, Esquirg,
Secy. Chamber of Commerce,

Mapras.

Dran Sm—1I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 7th ultimo, panicd by copies of dence with the Committec
appointed by the Madras Government in 1840, to report on the subject of
a uniform system of Weights and Measures in India, together with copy of a
Jetter from the Bombay Chamber. .

e

oxv

Toveply T am instructed to say that the Committee of this Chomber is

fully alive to the importance of an carly movement in the mattér, and will not

fuil to embrace the first favourable opportunity for' taking up the question.
Tt nevertheless maintains the opinion already expressed that it will be better
prepared to enter into a consideration of the question submitted by you after
it has ‘been furnished with the valuable record -of the opinions and views of
the eminent men who have represented the matter to IT. M. Government.
' ’ 1 am, dear Sir,
Your's faithfully,

(Sgned)  H. W. L WOOD,
Secretary.

s




APPENDIX 13

USURY LAWS: R

Acr No. XXVIII or 1855.
An Act for the repeal of the Usury Laws.

WHEREAS it is cxpedient to repeal the Jaws now in force relating to
Preamble. Usury : Tt is eacted as follows :—

I Section XXX of the Act of Parliament, passed in the thirteenth year
of the reign of his late Majesty King George the
i Third, intituled “ An Act for establishing certain Re-
gulations for the better management of the affairs of the ast India Company
as well in India as in Burope,” shall not. apply. in any part of the territories
in the possession and under the Govornment of the said Company to any

Laws repealed.

bond, contract, or assurance whatsoever, which shall be made or entered into
within the said territories after the passing of this Act ; and the several parts
of Regulations mentioned in the Schedule hereto annexcd, and all laws in
force in any part of the said territories relating to Usury, are hereby repealed.
II. In any suit in which interest is recoverable, the amount shall be ad-
\What rato of inter. J0dged or decrecd by the Coutt at the rate (if any)
i %':,'.l.l.-‘z"’mdﬁym;‘nby agreed upon by the parties ; and if no rate shall have
been agreed upon, at such rate as the Court shall deem

“reasonable. ’
III. Whenever a Court shall direct that a judgment or decree shall bear

of intercst interest, or shall awanl interest upon a judgment or de-

Tiate
"mnnludsmcntorde- cree, it may order the interest to be calculated at the *

rate allowed in the judgment or decree upon the prin-
cipal sum adjudgcd, or at such other rate as the Court shall think fit.
1V. A mortgage or other contract for the loan of money, by which it is
mg::‘!ﬁ; g :y""f,"]f:u :‘irc:l;i ‘l‘l::: it:eliuse ;)r usufruct of any p'rop'nrty shall
fctafpropety i e cu of interest, shall be binding upon
the parties.

- Bengal Regulations.

exvil

v. Wlwncvcr, under the Regulations of the Bengal Code, & deposit may
What amount of in- be made of the principal sum and interest due upon.any
torstto-bo doposited  mortgage or condiional sale. of Tand hereafier to be
+kain cases of con- . . N

ditional sales Soader tho. entered into, the amount of interest to be deposited
shall be at the rate stipulated in the contract, or, if no
rate las been stipulated and interest be payable under the terms of the
contract, at thie rate of twelve per centum per annum. Provided that, in
. the latter case, the amount deposited shall be subject
proto: to the decision of the Court as to the rate at which

interest shall be caleulated.
VI Inany case in which an adjustment of accounts may become ne-
Rt of ifarst o 57 between the Jender and.the boreower of money
futwo adstmnts ot upon any mortgage, conditional sale of landed property,
acconats: or other contract whatsoever, which may be entered into
after the pnssm" of this Act, interest shall be calculated at the rate stipulated
therein 3 or, if 10 rate of interest shall have been stipulated and interest be
1nynble under the terms of the contract, at such rate as the Court shall deem

reasonable.

VIL Nothing hercinbefore contained shall prejudice or affect the rights
Tvansactions provic O remedies of any person, or diminish or alter the
ous to this Act notto  liabilities of any person, in respect of any act done, or
contract entered into, previously to the pnssmg of this

Act.
VIIL This Act shall commence and take cffect from the 1st day of
January, 1856.

Commencement of
Act.

SCHEDULE.

Seations IV, VI, VI, VIIL IS, X, and XI, Regolation XYV. 1793 of

the Bengal Code.

Sections 10T, V, VI, VI, VI I, and X, Regulation XXXIV. 1803
of the same Code.

Cluuse 1, Section XXITT, Regulation VIIL 1805 of the same Cole, so
far as it extends the above-mentioned Sections of Regulation XXXIYV. 1803
to the Zillahs therein referred to.

Clauses 3, 4, 5, and 6, Section I, Regulation XTV. 1805 of the same _
Colo 5 and somuch of Section XT.of the same Regulation as may be deem-
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od to have estended to the Zillah of Cuttack any of the Clauses or Sections

above-mentioned or any law relating to Usury.

Scction 11, Regulation XVIL 1806 of the same Code, so far as it extends
to the Province of Benares, subject .to modifications, the above-mentioned
Sections of Regulation XV. 1793 5 and Scctions TV and VI of the same
Regulation. :

Sections 1T, IV, V, and VI, Regulation XXXIV. 1802 of the Madras
Code, and Scetion VIIT of the same Regulation, so for as it may e deemed
to limit the rate of interest to be allowed on mortgaged bonds.

Section XXIT, Regulation IV. 1816 of the same Code.

Section XIV, Regulation V. 1816 of the same Code.

Section XV, Regulation VL. 1816 of the same Code.

Section XITI, Regulation VII. 1816 of the same Code.

So much of Section VII, Regulation IT. 1825 of the same Code as limits
the rate of interest to be allowed by the Courts on bonds or other instruments
\which shall be entered into after the passing of this Act.

Sestions , X1, and XTI, Regulation V. 1827 of the Bombay Code.

APPENDIX 14

FREIGHTING VESSELS WITH SALT AT
EURRACHEE.

No. 514.

Frox s UNDER-SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or
BENGAL,

To 1ue SECRETARY 7o tuE BENGAL CHAMBER or
. COMMERCE.

Dated Fort TWilliam, the 23rd October, 1855.

Mis. Rev, Salt.

S, —I am directed by the Licutenant Governor to forward herewith, for
the information of the Chamber of Commerce, and with a view to general
publicity, a copy of a letter No. 4296, dated the 12th instant, from the
Officiating Chief Secrotary to the Goveryment of Bombay, and of its enclo-
sure, on the subject of freighting vessels with-Salt at Kurrachee.

- T have the honor to be,
.Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) G G. MORRIS,
Under-Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.
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' No. 4296, or 1855.

Trox H. YOUNG, ESQUIRE, )
Qfficiating - Chicf Secretary to"the Government of Bombay,

To W. GREY, EsQUIRE,
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.

. Dated 12th October, 1855.
Rev. Dept. N

Sir,—1I am directed by the Right Hon'ble the Glovernor in Council to
forward to you, for submission to the Government of Bengal, Extract paras.
7 to 12 from the Digest of Intelligence of the Deputy Collector of . Customs,
Turrachee, from 16th to 19th August, 1855, and to request that measures
may be taken to make the matter therein referred to known to the Mercan-
ile Community in the Béngal Presidency.

1 have, &,

(Signed) H. YOUNG,
Offy. Cliicf Secretary to Government.

Boypay CASTLE, }
12th October, 1855.

Tatract from Paras. T to 12 from the Digest of Intelligence” of - the
Deputy Collector of .Customs, JSrom 16tk to 29th August 1855,

7. The Kurracheo Salt Company commenced its operations in December

* Tast year. In a short tim it had imported® upwards of

o Trom, e St 1,00,000 maunds of Salt néarly onc-half of which has
Deita towards Luck  been already exported to Calcutta, and, though previous-

put Jy-unknown there, it s commanded prices beyond the

prices obtined for Bombay Sel, which, next to Liverpocl and” Foreign -

Turopean Sal, had heretofore stood in highest favor in the Caleatta market.

8. There is one cause which retards the development of this Trade, that
- i, the apparent ignorance in the mereantilo cireles in Tngland that we have
o b an anticle as Saltin the Drovince, though some paius had been taken
Jos year to give the et publcity through the medium of (he prospectus of
the Salt Company. :

esxi

9. Not one of the Commanders of the vessels which have ‘arrived this
season from England had the most remote idea, and they assured me that their
Owners were equally ignorant, that Salt was obtainable at Kurrachee, other-
wise it would doubtless, they said, have influenced tlie arrangements of their
owners in England.

10. That this ignorance operates disadvantageously to Ship Owners and to
Government, who freight these vessels from England, will be’apparent on a
perusal of the following facts.  Two vessels which had arrived with Govern-
ment Porter from England lately left Kurrachee in ballast for Bombay, where,
finding freights unremuncrative, they shipped Salt for Caleutta. Now, had the
resources of this Province been known in England at the time of the departure
of these vessels for Kurrachee, the i ions to the C ders would, in
all probability, have been to the effect that in the event of their finding the
rates of freight unfavorable in Bombay, to load with Salt at Kurrachee for Cal-
cutta,"should freights be better there, which they. generally are. Had the
Commanders of these two vessels been so instructed, for it is not always that
they aro invested with discretionary power in such matters, they could have

Taden Salt here at a higher rate of freight than could be bome by Bombay
Salt, from its inferority to the pure notural Salt of this Province ; which as it
becomes better known, will, T feel convinced, command the market in a much

higher degree than it docs at present. These vessels could have been laden at

Tarracheo in probably half the time required to load them in Bombay, where
fhe Salt has to be brought, when required, from a distance of some miles,
whereas, in Kurrachee, it is kept stored close to the anchorage. ground,  Fur-
{her, they wauld have saved the Port. charges in Bombay, amounting, during
the ménsoon season, on ordinary sized vessels, to about £70, besides a Com-
mission of 5 per Cent. on thesvalue of the shipment, and the expense of ship-
ping and unshippifg ballst, faxther adding from £30 lo £40 to the expenses
of the vessel, all which charges, amounting to about £125, exclusive of loss of
ime, would have: been saved to cach vessel by loading Salt at Kurrachee
instead of at Bombay. .

11 Ship Owners in England, unaware that export eargo is procurable at
Kurrachee, base their calculations accordingly, and these, as a matter of
course, tend to eniance the rate of freight which they demand ; whereas, with
« knowledge that freight was alyays obtainable at Kurrachee, in the event of
circumstances rendering it expedient to ship Salt to Calcutta, relaxation in the
rate of freight in England would be the natural consequence.

b3

p—
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192. Asitis equally then the interest of Gorerf\menl as of Ship Osners,
fhat this apparent ignorance <hould no longer prevail, 1 would s\lggest.for ﬂ|‘e
: concideration of the Commissioner in Scind, the advantage of having this
;! bt brought prominently o fhe notce of the THonble the ot of Direc-
tors, with a view as well to the interests of Govenment as the mercantile

world.

(True Extract.) .
M. J. M. STEWART,

(Signed)
Assistant Commissioner.

(True Copyy)
(Signed) H. YOUXNG,
0Offy. Chief Seey. to Gort-
(True Copies.)

i (Signed) G- G MORRIS,
i . Dider-Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.

Bexcar Coasymer oF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 5th November, 1835.

‘ : To W. GREY, Esquize,
i Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Stm,—T am dircted to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter No. 514, of
he 23 ulfimo, forwarding copes of Communications from the Government of

Bombay on the subject of Salt at Kurrachee being available as freight.
tter as much publicity as possible,

TWith the view to give that important mal
copies of the papers received from you bave been printed and circulated among

the Mercantile Community.
T have the honor to be, &c.

(Signed) 1. . L WOOD,
Secretary.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH CEYLON. -

No. 1009.

Frox C. BEADON, EsquiRk, ~
Secy. to the Gort. of India,

To 1a8 BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated the 10th August, 1855.
Home Department,
Eleetric Telegraph.

Grszumes—T am directed to acqusint you that the Goremment of
Ceylon has invited an expression of the views of the Government of India
in regard -to the expediency of carrying the Indian Telegraph Wires to
Galle, and as to the extent to which it would be disposed to co-operate with
lh; Colonial Government in the construction of a line from Manaar to Galle.
Before, however, offering any opinion on  this proposition, the Hon'ble the
President in Council is desirous of ascertaining the views of the Chamber, as
to whether the Telegraphic connection of the Tsland of Ceylon with the
continent of India is of sufficient commercial importance to justify the expen-
itare which the measure contemplated by the Colonial Government would
necessarily involve. . E

T have the honor to be, .
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) CECIL BEADON,
Secy. to the Gout. of India.

CovuxciL COAMBER,
The 10tk August, 1355.}
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BencaL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 20th August; 1855-

To C, BEADON, Esqums,
Secy. to the Govt. of Tudia, Home Department

TForr WILLIAM.

Sir,—1I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1009,

of the 10th instant, acquainting the Chamber of Commerce that the Govern-

ment of Ceylon bas invited an expression of the views of the Government of
Tndia in regard to the expediency of carrying the Tndian Telegraph Wires to
Galle, and as to the extent to which it would be disposed to co-operate with

_ the Colonial Government in the construction of a line from Manaar to Galles

and requesting the opinion of the Chamber as to whether the Telegraph con-
nection of the Tsland of Ceylon with the continient of Tndia isof sufficient
commercial importance to justify the necessary expenditure.

1 am desired by the Committee of the Chamber to state in reply, that it does
not appear that such communication would abridge the time ocoupied in the
sransmission of news from Burope to Tndia, as from the geographical position
of Bombay that port will still remain the first recipient of intelligence, vid Suez
and Aden, and consequently the first distributor of such news to all other, patts
of this country. : -

The advantages of Telegraphic communication vith Ceylon swould conse~
quently seem to be confined to benefiting the trade between that Colony and
Tndia, and between the latter and the Australian Colonies,—whenever steamers

shall again run between Sydney and Galle—and to abridging the
Dbetween India and China,

These advantages ar of no small importance, and they will probably in the
course of years become much more s0; but as the Committee has received no
proximate estimate whatever of the cost of establishing the Telegraph to Ceylon,
it can at present only state its general impression that the present and prospec=
tive importance of such a work would not justify a very large expenditure,
which other public works may perhaps with greater faimess demand.

 Ihave, &,

(Signed)  H. W. 1. WOOD,
Secretary.

TOWN OF DALHOUSIE BASSEIN.

No. 8377 . -

Froxt 1me SECRETARY 7o rn GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

*To tne SECRETARY 7o e BENGAL. CHAMBER or

COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, the 18th September, 1855.

Torcign Department. - .

Sin,—T am directed by the Honorable the President in Council to forward
to the Chamber the_sccompanying copy of a letter

No:. 454. from the Seeretary to the Government of India with

Dated 10th August.
Ut e Governor General, and with referénce to its

+ 4th paragraph to invite the Chamber to depute some gentleman to act with
the officérs of Government in finally determining the site of the new town at.

fhe motth of the Bassein River. His Honor desires me to intimate . that the
Government will defray all the expenses of (he gentleman who' may be
selected by the Chamber, while absent for this purpose.” The Commissionef
Tas been requested to report when the Committee will be ready to - commence
their investigation, and his reply will be communicatedl to’ the Chamber.

1 have the honor to be,
. Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
. (Signed) . CECIL BEADON,
o Secy. to the Gout. of India.
Tonr Wiraaw, }
The 18th September, 1855.
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No. 454.

Trox G. T EDMONSTONE, Esqutr,
: Secretary to the Government of India, with the
Governor General,

To CECIL BEADON, Esquire, .
Off. Secy. to the Gout. of India, Toreign Department,
. Torr WILLIAN.

Dated Ootacamund, 10th August, 1855.

Foreign Department.

Sir,—During the past years two separate examinations were: made of the -
o on which it was proposed to place’a now Town o the mouth of the .

Bassein' River. A site on the main land was chosen ; and reasons, which
seemed to be good, were adduced ‘in favor of the position which had been
selected. N
2nd. When at Ceylon, on Hie Lordship's way to these Hills, he saw a
gentleman of the name of Amitage, a Member of the' Legislative Council,
and the most considerable Merchant in the Island, who was then on his way
* to Bassein, in order to choose a lot in the new Town on which he wished to
place an establishment and an agency of his own. TUpen his return, he
commucated the observations upon tho proposed site of the Town, which are
contained iri the annexed estract from o letter from him to His Lordship,
dated the 1st May last.
3rd.  The objections which he entertains.to the site designed for the Town
« gre founded mainly on ial iderati With the i ion at
prosent before the Government, His Tordship does not feel qualified to

estimate with confidence the weight of the objections Mr. Armitage has .

stated 3 or to judge correctly whether the objections which are known to be
felt by the Political and Medical Officers to the site on Negrais Tsland, which
Te presses can be obviated, or whether, if those objections cannot be removed,
they are outweighed by the fal which the site ‘on Negrais
Tsland commands. SR

4th.  The question is one of the utmost moment to the success of the
sotlement which the Government " has proposed, INis Lordship therefore
thinks that it ought to be further investigated.

. _exxvil
- fth. The previous examinations have been ‘made in concert by the Politi-
cal, Military and Engineer Officers of the Government. It is possible that
they may have Jaid less stress on' the commercial considerations which are
inyolved than ought to have been paid to them.

6th.  Accordingly Fiis Lordship would propose that, when the Mission
returns from Umecrapoora, and when the monsoon is over, a fresh examination
of the site should be made by the Officers of Government as before, but that
one or more commercial gentlemen should be associated * with them in the
ingiiry. : )

7th. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce must have a direct and strong
iuterest in the establishment of this port on the most eligible site which can
b found. The Chamber might, therefore, be disposed to depute some
gentleman to act with the Officers of Government in their re-examination of
the, Bassein River. ) .

8th, His Lordship has already addressed Mr. Armitage to know if his
engagements would admit of his taking part in the inquiry. IF bis reply
<hould be favorable, his iame may be added to the Committee.

Oth, In the mean time, His Lordship desires me to submit these remarks
for the consideration of the Honorable the President in Council, and for such
proliminary staps as His Honor in Council may deem it right to take.

I have the honor to be, &c.s

(Signed) G. F. EDMONSTONE,
- Secretary to the Governmient of India,
with the Governor General.

QOTACAMUND,
The 10tk August, 1855.

Eatract from a letter from J. Armilage, Esquire, to the, Most Noble
tie Governor Geheral of India, dated Colombo, Ist May, 1855.

T think T cannot better, convey my gratitude for the kind introduction you
gave me to Major Phayre then by giving you my impressions of the embryo
City that i to bear your name, and Jater uformation as to what s doing there
than can have reached you through the usual official channels. T was not so
fortunate as to meet with Major Phayre ; he was absent on the frontier 3 but
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Major Fytehe went down the siver with me on the 2nd April, in the ¢ Diana
Stoamer, and remained il the Gth, during which time we were enabled_to
survey the River. from Tytche Point to the Sea, and also to explore the,
adjacent country to some extent. Subsequently after Major Fytehe’s departure,
T remained as the guest of Mr. Bdgecombe, the Engineer, till the arrival of
our Schooner the ¢ Sarah Armitage,” on the 9th, on which date I embarked
in her for Trincomalie.

Of one thing you may rest assured, viz., that in a savitary point of view the
advantages of « Dalhousie” have not Dbeen over-rated. I was out exposed to
¢he sun or in the forest during the entire time. of my stay, wading through
nullahs and exposed to exhalations of every kind, so that if there had been any.
fever lutking in the jungles, T think we should have found it's whereas I,
never felt better 3 and Mr. Edgecombe informs. me that of 350 Coolies now
cutting forest under him, there is not one laid up with sickness, and of those

‘+ho lave complained, the maladies have been slight, such as sore throat, &c.

from which no country can be exempt.

With regard to ¢ Dallousie” as a great commercial emporium, 1 will give
your Tordship my ideas candidly, as 1 bave already done to Fytehe, and.
to the Engineer. I do not think that there is any point on the main land
favorable for the construction of either godowns or offices 5 for from Fytche Point
down to the lower end of Negrais there is a ‘mud bank of half a mile in breadth
uncovered at low water, and it is only at Tytche Point, and at the lower point
opposite the high Tand of Negris Island (which the Engineer purposes calling
«Phayre Point’,) that piers could be conveniently exccted, and of these “the
upper one would be exposed to he full force of the Sauth-West Monsoon, or
neatly so. Tt let the plan be changed so far. Lot the City of “Dalhousic”
oceupy its intended site, but let the Port of «Dalhousie” be on the Tsland of

. Negrais, and every diffculty will disappear, and you will have one of the
finest Ports in the world, with deep water close to the shore, and perfectly
cheltered, In Mr. Courtenay’s cketch sent to Mr. Macarthy, the Island of
“Negrais is mentioned as being t0o low for hunian habitation, and at the
present moment it is certainly  mere mangrove swamp- But I have been
over o great part of this lowland with the Engineer during the spring tides,
and we could find no trace of the land being actually overflowed. Tt can, then,

De casily drained, and let the draine be virtually canals as in the annexed

sketch (giving the canals exactly the same distance from cach other as the

i stsects i the neighbouring city of  Dalhousie”) the expense will hardly

exceed that of making strects, and the material dug out will raise the interven=

exxix

ing squares suffciently ligh for building purposes, Twice every 24 hows the
ide would wash away the litter from the place, the sa-brecze would sweep

enter into the heart of the Town, sell their produce, and lay in their purchases
without ever gotting out of their boats (which Tytche says would be just
to their trade,) and in case of fires there would be an inexhaustable supply of
water permeating the Town in every directian. There will be no difficulty
from the character of the soil, which is clay with a slight admixture of sand

i it, and if a moderate inclination were given to the banks, neither piles nor

masonry would be required. By adopting the above plan not only ould you
get tid of a swamp, the appearance of which is not eaptivating (though possibly
it may bave litle ffcct on the salubrity of the place) but you would banish
the litter, noise, confusion, and dirt—inscparable from a commercial emporium
from the City, which in itself would be no trifling gain to the residents, Of
course I conclude that, along with others, the Merchants would ultimately
reside on the main land, cither in the City or in Villas in the neighbourhood,
Dut for the reasons already given, T think they will always find it requisite to
have their places of business on the Tsland. At all events I have applied for
a tract there just on the borders of the swamp, and will take my chance.

The sketch T transmit to_ your Lordship is a copy of ono made by the
Engineor on the cve of iny departure, and embodies his views as o, the
laying out of the City in addition to my own. No doubt it will reach you
officially in couitse of time. T

(True Copy,)

(Signed) G. F. EDMONSTONE,
Secretary to the Government of Tudia,
. with the Governor General.

(True Copies,)

(Signed) CECIL BEADON,
Secy. to the Govt, of India.

" through it continually, the Burmans coming down the river to_trade could *
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BenAL CHAMBER OF (COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 81 October, 1855,

To C. BEADON, Esums,

Secy. to the Govt. of India,
ForeiGN DEPARTMENT.

Sir,—I am instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, to
3877, of the 18th ultimo, for-
etter from the Secretary to Government with the Gover-
nor General and of its enclosures, relative to the sclection of a site for a new
Town at the mouth of the Bassein River, and inviting the Chamber of Com-
merce to depute some gentlemon to act with the Officers of Government in
finally determining that locality-

In reply I am desired by the Committee of the Chzzmber to state, du-n,
though fully alive to the great importance of the appointment placed at its
disposal, it has ot been able to induce any member competent to the task to
undertake it. . )

While the Committco regrets to announce its - want -of successin this
respect, it trusts that in the consideration of the qnzsliull.'by ﬂxu-Commlltcc
nominated by the Governor General, due opportunity will be-given: tosthe

Taropean inhabitants of Rangoon and Bassein, who are engaged: in commior-

ial pursits, t sate thei views upon the elighility of the proposed site.

T have the honor, &e.,

(Signed)  E.W. L. WOOD,
A Sccretary.

'SPECIAL CHINA MAIL FOR KEDGEREE.
I. P. LOVELL, EsQUIRE,
Superintendent, P. and 0. S. N. Co.,
. CALCUTTA.

Sir,—Under the orders of the Government of India, the Post Master at
Tlonglong was dirccted to make up, if required, a separate bag for Kedgeree
independent of the ordinary Mail for Calcutta, for the special purpose of allow-
ing the public the privilege of ‘sending by that opportunity messages for trans-
mission from Kedgereo to Caloutta by the Flectrio Telegraph, in anticipation
of the Steamer’s arrival off town. e

“Dhat arrangement was, as you are aware, the result of the Chamber's repre-

_sentation to Government regarding the erroneous . quotations of Opium, &c.,

which formed the subject of a correspondence between your locum tenens and
the Chamber of Commerce last September. :

“Auxious to obtain for the use of the Chamber the latest dnd most accurate
commercial intelligenco from China, our correspondent at Hongkong was re-
quested to avail himself of thé scparate Mail for Kedgeree, and to send his
reports by it for transmission by Telegraph from that station.

By the catlier arrival of the Lancgfield, the® Chamber  was advised of a
message having been forwarded by the. Shanghai: it was addressed to the
Superintendent of the Electric Telegraph, Kedgeree, dnd, with some other
covers, put into the scparate bag for that station. .

The measage hus reached the Chamber; but as it did not come through
the proper channel, inquiry lias been made, and it appears that the report was
conveyed ot by the Telegraph from Kedgeree, as it should have been, but by
the Post Office in Calculta, where it was reccived with the ordinary Mail.

The separate bag for Kedgeree was distinctly addressed to that place, and
there it should have been delivered by the Commander of the Shanghai: and
it is upon this most material point that T.am desired to beg'you. will call for
some explanation from that Officer.

1 am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) I, W. I WOOD,
BrNGAL CUAMBER OF Commncn,} Secretary.

CALCUTTA,
315t August, 1855,
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. W. 1. WOOD, ESQUIRE, .
Secretary o the Bengal Chamber of Cormmerce.

Dear Sir,—In reply to your favor of 81st ultimo, requesting me to obtain
from Captdin Muaro some explanation relative to the receipt, ﬂ\mug!\ the Cal-
cutta Post Office, instead of from Kedgeree direct, of a packet said to have
been put on board the Shanglal Steamer in Hongkong, 1 refer you to the
accompanying copy of & letter from Captain Munro to ‘myself, and remain,

Desr Sir, yours faithfully,

(Signedy  H. P LOVELL, °
Superintendent.
P 0.8 N.Coy
CALCUTTA;
5tk September, 1855 ‘ )
(Cepx.)

CAPTAIN LOVELL,
Superintendent, P- and 0. 8. N. Co.

Sin—Ts reply to your note of S1st ultimo, 1 have to state that in a conver-
sation T had -vith Mr. Heyland, Post Muster. of -Hongkong, lie distinetly
siated hié could rot rocognise Kedgeree as a port for which a separate Mail was
to be addressed to. : - @

By the same rule that were T to stop off Malacea, I would mot deliver: the
Ml put usyally on bourd en route to Singapore; but catry it onward to my
port of destination, and until I have instructions from you, or demand from

{he Post Master at Kedgeree for the Mails, T would not forward a single’

packet, but deliver all the Mails on board. ]

During your absence in England, it was generally supposed that Telegraphic
Reports bad been sent by Officers or Commahders vof thie P. and 0. China
Steaimers, and iliberal remarks made upon that subject; and had there been on
Yourd tho Shianghai a packet aldressed to the Superintendent of the Fleatric
Talegraph, should I havo acted right in forwarding it when-{lie general report
~eusinel in the siver (for the Blectric Telegraph) is usually flled up and for-
warded ? . i

exxxiil N

On Saturday, T called upon the Post Master General and exphained the
circumstances of feceiving the letter enclosed, and I believe no blame is attri-
Dutable to me, as no demand was made for the Mails by the Tost Master at’

Tedgeree.” In conclusion T have to siate neither myself not my Offcers bave
seen any packet on board the Shanghai addressed as stated if the letter from

“the Secretary of ihe Chamber of Commerce.

o 1 am, Sir,
K Your obedient Servant,
(Signed)  D. G. MUNRO.

CALCUTTA, -
8rd September, 1855.

H. P. LOVELL, EsQuirE,
Superintendent, P. and 0. 8. N: Co,

CALCUTTA.

Dar Sm—T beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th

" {ustant, with copy of one to_your addess from the Commander of the Shang-

hai, regarding the non-delivery ot Kedgeree of a packet addressed to the
Post Master.at that station. . ! :

Tn reply T have-to remark, with reference to Captain Munro’s assertion- that
the Post Master at Hongkong distinetly stated he could not recognise Kedgeree
as a-port for which o sepurate Mail was to be addressed to, that Captain
Munro must have completely misunderstood the Post Master, as that official
had been directéd by Fer Majesty’s Post Master Geeneral to comply with the
request of the Government of Tndia to make up @ separate bag for Kedgerce,
indopendent of the Mails for Caleutta. That order was complied with 3 for as
you vill abserve by the annexed copy of a Post Office Notice, dated Fongkong,
14y July,-1855, the authorised arrangement was publicly announced, and the
delivery at Kedgeregof the separate Mail was directed to be made imme-
‘Giately on the arrival of the vessel off that station.

. Teis therefore impossible to reconcile. Captain Munro’s statement with the
offcial proceeding of he: Post Master at Hongkong, which is completely at
variance with his asserted. non-recognition of Kedgerce a8 & Post Office station.

1 also anuex, as in connection with the above, copy of a notice issued by the
Post Master General of Bengal, not énly intimating the same arrangement, but
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also announcing the special object for which that arrangement was sanctioned,
vizy 1o cnable partics to send to the Offcer in charge of the Blectric Lelegraph
at Kedgeree lettors containing messages for transmission to their cun?ﬁigic“is in
Caleutta. ' :
Captain Munro further states that neither he nor his Officers had scen any
packet on board the Shanghai addressed a5 ‘mentioned in my last letter, but
here also Captain Munro is evidently in error, as you will learn from the
accompanying copy of a Jetter from the Deputy Post Master General that such
a packet from Hlongkong was delivered at Caloutta, and consequently must
Jave been formally reccived on board from the Post Offce at Tongkong.
Taving noficed the first and st paragraphs of Captain Munro's leter, which
ate the only portion of it bearing on the question submitted to o, 1 riced not
trouble you with any comment upon {he rest of his communication, but simply
begg the favor of your malking further inguivy into the subject of this reference.

1 am, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

(Sigued) T W. L WOOD,
Secretary.
CALCUTTA,

Brxeal, CHAMBER OF Commncu,}
8th Scptember, 1855,

POST OFFICE NOTICE.

The Government of Tndis, liaving requested that a separate bag be made
up at this office for Kedgerce, independent of the Mails for Caleutta, the
Post Master General has been pleased to authorise  the armangement ; and in
future, this additionel bag will be made up with the getieral Mails, to be

dlivered at Kedgerce immediately on the arrival of the packet at the mouth:

of the Ganges.

(Signed) THOMAS HEYLAND,

Post Master.

Tost OFFICE, ITONGKONG, .
1ith July, 1855, }

CXXXV
T R No. 2305,

Notiee is hereby given that separate Mail bags for Kedgeree, independent
of the Caleutta Mails, will in future be made up at Flongkong, Singapore and
Penang, to enable Merchants and others residing at those places to send to
the officer in charge of the Electric Telegraph at Kedgeree, letters containing

messages for their constituents in Calcutta,

(Signed) J. R, BURLTON BENNETT,
: " Post Master General.

CALCUTTA, }
21t April, 1855,

'No. 2044.

TFron C. K. DOVE, EsQuIrE,
" Deputy Post Master General, Bengal,

To H. W. I WOOD, Esqums,
Scerctary Chamber of Commerce. .

ST have the honor to acknovledgo the reccipt of your letter of this
doy's date, and, as equested, beg 1o forward the following replies to your
questions. .

Lt That orlefs have been issued by both Her Majosty’s Post Master
General and the Post Maéter (General of Bengal to the Post Masters of
Tonglong, Singapore and Penang, to make up separate bags for Kedgerce
independent of the Mails for Calcutta. . .

ond. That one packet for Kedgerce from Hongkong was delivered by the
Shanghai at Calcutta, instead of at Kedgeree.

o, That tho packet didcontain a otter for  the Superintendent of the
Tleetic Telegraph af Kedgeree ; and lasly, that Lam of opinion the Com-
andors of the Peninsular and Oriontal Steamers, or any Stoamers, axe bound
1o deliver at Kelgerés any- Mails or packets they may have received addressed
to Kedgeree, and not to bring them up to Caleutts, unless by some accident
or other cause beyond control, which may have prevented the landing of such
‘Mails o packets addressed to Kedgeree.
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T beg to enclose the cover of a letier which was found inside of the packet
addressod to Kedgoree, and which cover contained a letter for Bombay.
 have the honor to be, &y
(Signed) - C. K. DOVE,
Deputy Post Master General of Bengal.

CALCUTTA,
Gexgran Posr OFFICE }
Gth Septembers 1855.

—_—
‘IL W, T WOOD, Esqoms,
Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.,

Dear Sir,—Having forwarded your letter of 8th instant, to Captain

Manro, of the Shanglai, herein T have the pleasure 0 enclose his reply, and

remain, )
Dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) . P. LOVELL,
Superintendent.
P. awp O. 8. N. Co,, } ,
CALCUTTA, -
13¢h September, 1855.

To I W. I WOOD, Esqums,
Secy. to the Chamber of Cownmerce.

Str,—Captain Lovell, having submitted to me your letter of 8th Septem-
Yer, T have to state that the circular notice No. 2305 is of date 21st April,
1855 and T suppose was published on Monday 93rd Apiil. I left for China
carly on Sunday 22nd April.

Of the second notice, under date, Hongkong, 14th July, T was ot made
aware of cither by the Peninsular and Oriental Superintendent or Post Office
authoritics, and it will be observed it bears date 14th July. The Shanghai
left Hongkong 18th July. The conversation alluded to in my former  letter
Votsseen Mr. Heland and myself took place some fov- digs after my anival
from Shanghai, between the'8th and 14th—T. think gbout the time of the

. Luncgfield’s arrival from Caleutta, :

-

CXX;

I declare I was entirely ignorant of the existence of cither Post Master
General’s noties or of the Honglong Post Offce notice wntil yesterday.

Tosens of lelters are thrown into my cabin quitting Chinn, ‘at the moment
of departure, which T find after leaving, and generally forwaid loose (o the
Post Office at Singapore or Penang, amongst those perhaps the letter alluded
to may have fallen. ’

T have the honor to be, &c.,
(Signed) D. G. MUNRO,
Commander 8. S. Shanghai.

CALCUTTA,
11k September, 1855.}

H. . LOVELL, Esquin,
Superintendent P and 0. 8. N. Co, .
: CALCUTTA.

Diar Sim—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
yesterday’s date, and to state in_reply to Captain Munro's communication to
Wwhich it gave cover, that the explanation given by him is considered by the
Chamber of Commerce as exceedingly unsatisfactory-

Captain Munro concludes his letter by remarking that the separate packet
for Kedgerce may Tave fallen among some loose letters and been forwarded to
the Post Office at Singapore or Penang. . .

But the Deputy Post Master Generals lelisr—copy of which you hold—
romoves all ground for any such probability 5 and I am authorised to state that
tho packet came dircet from Hlonghong and ot through the Post Offico of
cither of the intermediate Ports.

*The Chamber of Commerce admits, but with reluctance, Captain Muinra’s
asserted ignorance of {he two Notifications pointed out to him, as a palliation
of the crror he has, committed 5 but the further apology now offered is so
{otally at variance with ls admission in my presence of the irregularity com=
plnined of, hint the recousse hud to it o sereen his exror is regarded by the
Chamber as remarkably disingenuous.

T am, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
(Signed) 1. W. 1 WOOD,
Brxcar Criamer or COMMERCE, Seerctary.
CALCUTT, }
14(h September, 1855

,,,,, L
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PUBLICAﬂON OF GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS.

CoavpeR oF COMMERCE,
Madras, 23rd June, 1855
. W. 1. WOOD, Esqurzz, '
Secretary Chamber of Commeree,
CALCUTTA.

Drar Sm—By desire of the Chamber of Commerce I beg fo forward, for
the information of your Committee, copy of a letter addressed to Mr. Bright,
M. P, by the Chrirman, on the subject of the 5 per Cent, Loan, and to solcit
heir co-operation in endeavouring to obtain an order of Parlioment obliging
thie Government of India to publish Quarterly Statements of their accounts, and
a Yearly Budget of anticipated revenue and expenditure. :

T remain, dear Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

R. CARDOZO,
Secretary.

CnaxpER OF CoOMMERCE,'
Mudras, 22nd June 1855

JOHN BRIGHT, Esquire.
§c.y §ca S

Sin,—T ain divceted by the Chamber of Commerce fo address you on the
subject of the cvils arising from the system of secrecy pursued by the Govern-
ment of Tndi in regard to their financial artangements, lustrated by the recent
unexpected opening of a 5 per (Clent. Loan 3 and, with the view to obviate the
recurrence of such exils, the Chamber has ventured_to.trouble. you with this
i Jedged interest you take in the

in consequence "of the

affairs of India.
.

P
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On the moming of the Aay on which the & per Cent, Loon was announced,

4 per Cent. Loan notes were quoted at the price of 95 to 96 per centum, On

e eveniing of the same day they were quoted at 80 to 82 per Centum, o ful

of 15 to 16 per centum.

“Phe announcement of the late Loan in England caused a fall in consols of
only 2 and } per contums The Tndia Loan was for £2,750,000. That of
England was for £16,000,000.

“Phe sudden fluctuations in the value of the sccurities of this country may be
traced to one main cause, the ignorance in which the people are kept as to the
accounts, finances, and estimated yearly expenditare of the Country.

You will probably. be surprised to Tearn that no means exist by which the
public can by an exercise of fosesight prepare for the possible pecuniary  wats
of the Government. T -

" Such being the case, the Chamber begs me to suggest for your considera-
tion the advisability of urging in Parliament that the Government of India
shall adopt for genoral information an organized system of public accounts.

The Chamber suggests that these accounts should be published quarterly,
and that they should contain, under classed heads, the total amounts of expen-
diture and the total amounts of revenue for the three monhts immediately pre-
ceding, and thit the debtor and creditor sides of these accounts should be made
to balance by the last and present Dbalances of cash.

The Chamber is further of opinion that it would be desirable that the
Government of India should publish an Annual Budget of its anticipated

1

sevenue, as well as of its Jiture, ordinary and dinary,

P
for cach year about to ensue.

Phe Chamber attaches much importance to a yearly Statement of anticipat-
ed revenue and expenditure, Tt considers that such is cssential to the safety
of a commercial community.

Tho Chamber docs not consider it necessary to oceupy your time by detail-
ing the advantages which, iu its_opinion, would attend a proper system of
published Government accounts. It thinks that they will be at once felt and
understood by practical men of business.

Tt is needless to state that the above suggestion is made in no spirit of hosti-
Jity to the Government 3 on'the contrary, the Chamber is of the opinion that a
proper system of pblic accounts would tend o foster & fecling of confidence in
the people towards the Government, and it is also of the opinion that such a
system would prove eventually of substantial service to the Govemnment, inas-
much as the people, always seeking for a safe investment, would, were they

—
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allowed to exercise their foresight, prepare to meet the wants of Government,
and thus coable it to do in one day that which it has failed to do in one
hundred.

“The Cliamber does ot enter upon any of the current opinions of the doy
regarding the financial measure which has induced this letter it confines itself
Simply to a suggestion, which it hopes may, if adopted, prove an antidote to
fhe sudden and violent disturbance of the money market, such as has hitherto
attended the financial measures of the Government. "This suggestion it places
i your hands, and in doing so it is satisfed it could not be in better.

T have the honor to be,
Sir, .
’ . Your most obedient Servant,

R. 0. CAMPBELL,
Chairman.

(Signed)

BuxciL Cnamper oF COMMERCE,
Calcutta, Y7th July, 1855.

R. CARDOZO, Esquirs,
Secretary Chamber of Commerce,

Mapras.

Dean Sim—In acknowledging your letter of the 23id ultimo, on the
subject of the financial arrangements of the Governinent and your letter to
Mr. Dright, M. 2., regarding them, T have the pleasure to amex. copy of a
Jotter addressed by this Chamber to the Bast Tndia and China Association.

You will bserve how completely in unison the opinions of the two Cham-
bers are on the questions submitted by you, and I am instructed to say that
i endeavouring to obtain so desirable an_object as that in view the Bengal
Chumber of Commeree will most heartily co-operate with that of Madras.

T aih, dea Sir;
Your's fuithfully,

(Signed) 1. W. L WOOD,

Searclary.

=
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BeneAL CuaMsrr OoF COMMERCE,
Culeutta, 1Tt July, 1855.

To tne SECRETARY EAST INDIA axp CHINA

ASSOCIATION,
LoNDoN.

Str,—T am dirccted by the Committce of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce to solicit the aid of your Association towards the highly desirable object
of inducing the Government of India to lay aside the secrecy which has
always attended ‘its financlal arrangements, and which has so frequently been
productive of heavy loss to all classes of this community.

On the recent occasion of thie opening of the Public Works Loan of 2§
Crores of Rupees, there had not been the smallest suspicion on the part of
the public that Government could possibly réquire fands. On the contrary
it was regsonable to infer, from .the_previous conversion of the 5 per Cent.
Toans, that the Indian Exchequer was unusually well filled, but the circum-
stance of the Loan having been advertized at a time when the value of money
at all three Presidencies was at its -highest legal rate of 12 per Cent. per
annum, justifies the conclusion that the exigency which called for such a Loan
was great in the extreme.

The depreciation in the value of existing Loans, and the loss and distress
consequent thercon, are matters of such notoriety that I will not enlarge upon
them. The remedy against the recurrenice of such evils appears the simple
onc of requiring the Grovernment of Tndia to publish - half-yearly, if not quar-
terly, statements of past income and expenditure and future estimates of the same.

The last named, whether issued quarterly, lialf-yearly, or annually, will
prove of real service, not only to the numerous ereditors of this Govermment
Dut to all divcetly or indircotly connceted with the commerce of India. It
appears to the Chamber of Commerce that Parliament alone can efficiently
enforce this change of the system of secrecy which has. always characterized
Tudian finance, and I am desired to beg your carnest efforts to procure such an
cnactment. . N

The Madras Chamber of Commerce has addressed a Member of the House
of Commons to similar purport, and the Bombay Chamber, I am led to believe,
Tas also exerted jtself to bring the matter before the House.

T have, &e., &e.
(Signed) H. W.1. WO0O0D,
L . Scoretary.
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MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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RULES AND REEUI.ATIOHS

OI‘THD
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Adopéed at a General Meeting: af the Chamber, on _]l!on—
day, the 9th day of May 1853.

First...;.. That the Society shall be styled < Tstz BrneAL CraM-
BER oF COMMERCE.”
Second... That the object of the Chamber shall be to w'\tcll over
! and protect the general interests of Commerce; to
collect ml'olm'mon on all matters of interest to the
! Mercantile Community, and to use every means
within its power, for the removal of evils, the redress
_of grievances, and the promotion of the common
ﬂood to communicate with authorities and indivi
dual parties thereupon; to form a code of practice
whereby the transaction: of business may be simpli-
fied and facilitated; to receive l'efe):ellces and to arbi-
: trate between disputants, The decisions in such
references being recorded for future guidance.
Third..... That it being highly desivable not to recognize any prin-
ciple of exclusion, all persons engaged or interested
in the Commerce or Shipping of Bengal, shall, upon
payment of the Subscription and on signature of the

exly

Rules and Regulations, be admissible as Members in
the manner hereinafter described. -

Fourth.... That Candidates for admission, proposed by one Mem-
ber and seconded by another, shall be ballotted for,
and a majority of votes shall decide the election.

Fifth...... That voting by proxy, or by Members whose Subscnp-
tions are in arrear, be not allowed.

- Sixtheeeies That the Chamber reserves to itself the right of expel-
ling any of its Members; such expulsion to be
decided by the votes of three-fourths of the Members
of the Chamber.

Seventl*... That a majority of the firms constituting the Chamber
shall he held sufficient to form any General Meet-
ing, at which although two or more 1)ariners of
one firm be present, they-are to count in voting as
only one Member; and xo two Members of one
firm can be at the same time Members of the
Committee,

Eightht...
be Rupees 16, subject hereafter to increase or reduc-
tion as may be decided by a General Meeting.

Ninth,.. That the business and funds of the Chamber shall be

" managed by a Committee of seven Members, con-
sisting of the President and Vice-President, and five
Members, to.be elected annually at a General Meet-

- ing of the Chamber in the month of May; the Pre-
sident, or, in his absence, the Vice-President, being
Ex-Officio Chairman of the Committee, ‘and in the
absence -of the President and Vice-President, the
Cmmmttee to elect its own Chairman, Four to form
a qnol ‘am ;" the Chairman in cases of equality havmg
the casting vote.

Tenthiw. That the Committee shall meet on such day of every
week as it may fix as most convenient, for the pur-
pose of transacting such business as may come within

: L

That the monthly Subscription of each Member or firm




Eleventh.. That

exlvi

the limits' of the ‘objects of the: Chamber, ‘and that
l's proceedings be laid on the table open to the

of Meml subject to such reg as.

the Committee may deem expedient. .
in the C created by the
_absence of Members from the Presidency for two
- months, or by departure for Europe, or by death, be
filled up at a General Meeting by a majority of the
Members present thereat.

* Twelfth... That the Secretary be clectéd by the Committee ; such

" election to be subjéct to -confirmation at the mext
ensuing General Meeting.

Thirteenth. That the General Meetings of the Chamber bo hold
{from time to time as the Committee for the - time
being may deem necessary. That a Special General
Meeting shall be called by the President, or, in his
absence, by the Vice-President, or by his order on
the requisition of any five firms, Members of the
Chamber, to be held within five days subsequent to
the receipt of such requisition.

% That all proceedings of the C be subject to
approval or othelwxsc of General Meetings duly con-
vened.

I‘ iftcenth. That strangers visitinig the Presidency may be intro-
duced as Honomry Members for two months by any
Member of the Clmmben, inserting their hames in a
boolk to be kept for that purpose.

. That the C i hc d to make Bye-laws,
which shall not be of ;my force until '|pproved of by
a General Meeting.

Seventeenth. That an Annual Report of the Proceedings be pre-

pared; and, after being -approved of at a General
Meeting, pnnbed and civeulated, -
E:ghicenth That the above Rules be added to, or altered, only by
a majority of Members of the Chamber.

exlvii

Nineteenth: ‘That' the foregoing Rules be printed, ‘and an authen-
ticated copy, subscribed by each Member on admis~

sion; be-kept as part of the records of .the Chamber.
That printed copies be forwarded to Members of the
.+ Chamber, to the: Secretary to Government; and to
such other ‘parties or authorities as it ‘may be
desirable to make acquainted with the objects and

Rules of the Association. :

#* The Seventh Rule, as modified at a General Deeting Qf the Cham'
ber, held on Monday, the 27t dag/_oj’ November, 1854,

That any number of Members present shall be held to consti-
tute & General Meeting, called in conformity with the Rules of
the Chamber, for the despateh of ordinary business; but that no
change in the Rules of the Society can be considered except at a
General Meeting at which the majority of the Members of the
Chamber shall be-present.

+' The following Ridles were adopted at a General Meeting of the
" Chamber; held on the 18th May 1853 :—

That the Subscription for i ‘of the Chamber
be 10 Rupees per mensem, while those alone carrying on business
under any style or firm, do pay the 16 Rupees per mensem, as
resolved at the Chamber’s last Meeting, .

Thiat the S iption for Mofussil Members be two Gold Molmrs
or Co.s Rs, 32 per Annum.

Tividual Meml

"¥. GARDERY, BENGAL MILITARY ORPHAN TRESS.
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