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. ment by stamps or by money.

: scp'unted

_the thanks of the Chamber be given, to the Committee for -

its fundamental rules.

Proceedings of « General Meeting of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce, held on Monday, the 27¢h of Novem-
ber 1854.

Jas. J. MAcKeNzI. Esq., President, ‘i/; the Chair.

Tre Report of the Committee for the Half-year ended
81st- October having been read, the following Resolutions
were unanimously carried. - .

1.—That the Report now read be approved of, and that

their labors during the past Half-year.

2.—That, at all General. Meetings of the Chamber, a
majority of the Members, present at the meeting, be deem-
ed suflicient for the despatch of ordinary bumzcss but’
that the present majority of the Chamber prescribed by
Rule VII. be still considered necessary to chiange any of

Mr..C. B. Skinner brought to the notice of the Meeting R
the question of prepayment of Foreign letters by stamps - N
only, and the Committee was requested to address the Go-
vernment on the subject of allowing the option of prepay- /

3.—That \h A. V:Ll(.tte be elected a Membel of the

Chamber.
Thanks were voted to the Chairman, and the Mcetm«

H. W. 1. WOOD, Secretary.



BENGAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

-

HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

TaE close of another six months imposes upon your
Committee the duty of submitting, to the. Chamber of

‘Commerce, its Report for the half-year ending on the

31st October.

Various subjects, of deep interest to the Commer-
cial body, have commanded the earnest attention of
your Committee :—and the Correspondence, connected
with them, is appended to this Report.

" So far as is yet known to the public, the important
questions of the further consideration of the Admi-

nistrator General’s functions and privileges—of the .

repeal of the Usury Laws—and of the prevention of

- Ship-burning—remain untouched by Government or

the Legislative Council.

There is reason, however, to fear that the obnoxi-
ous Clauses in the Draft Act, for the regulation of the
Office of Administrator General, will be retained un-
der orders from the Court of Directors. Their reten-
tion is both unjust and impolitic;—unjust, as aiming
to secure a monopoly to- the Government Officer, to

Administrator
General’s Act.

Usury Laws,

Ship-burning.




" River Moorings,
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the exclusion and injury of private individuals: im.

politic, as heing powerless to prevent the hahitual . ‘

evasion of the Laxw.

The questions of the abolition of the Lxport Duties
and of that levied on Cotton, importéd from N{Lti\;(:
S'tates in Upper India, across the Company’s fron-
tl.el‘, still remain in abeyance, no answer having heen
given by the Government of India to the 1'0p1‘<ienta-
tions referred to in your Committee’s Report of May

Export Dritics,
Duties on Cot-
on.

1st of this year. The abolition of tliese duties, hov- -

Transit Duties. ever, and the regulation of Transit duties in Native
States,. are subjects of somuch importance, that your
(?ommlt.tee will continue to urge them on the atten-
tion of Government.

On the other hand, your Committee is Ilni)l)jr to

oo o, :‘Icporf tlzat the Government of Bengal has sanctioned

G i ie erection o.f the sheds on the Custom Iouse Wharf,
eds. so much required, and that the Ghaut itself has been
commenced upon. Some correspondence relating to

j(.hose works will be found in Appendix A. wlbxich‘
includes also a letter from the Chicf Enfv{noer to

the Chamber, relative to further cxtensiona of Ghat

Accommodation to the north of the Custom House,
se, -

and the reply of your Committee, requesting infor-

mation as to the feasibility of securing X

1 ring that by float-

ing Wharves ¢ &
.App‘endix B. gives the Correspondence of your

Committee with the Marine Department relative to an

. * The t‘wf Tast d are included, as leting the
olthough their dutes ure not within tho alf-year ending 31st October,

5

extension of River Moorings. A plan for increased
accommodation” has been submitted by the Marine
Authoritics to Government; and the mooring of Ships
in shore, from Bahoo’s Ghaut to Fort Point, during the
freshes, has been sanctioned.

The Postal communication between this country
and England, as conducted by the Peninsular and
Oricntal Steam Navigation Company, has long been a
subject of serious complaint. 1t has been felt that that
Company has not adapted its arrangements to meet
the public convenience, and has failed in carrying out
the provisions of the Admiralty contract as-to the
speed of the Mail Packets. That contract stipulates
for an average speed of 10 knots per hour; and the
Table of Sca-going Days is based on that rate. The
remainder of the time, allowed for the transmission of
the Mails, is devoted to stoppages at the different
Coaling stations, and to the passage through Bgypt. It
is notorious that the prescribed rate of speed is seldom,
if ever, attained ; and that, to compensate for the slow-
.ness of the Steamers, the several stoppages are cur-
tailed to the utmost. Dut it is clear that all savings
of time at the different stations should be given to
the public, and not to a Company, which is liable to

heavy -penalties, for not maintaining a specified rate .

of speed, irrespective of all allowed stoppages.
Your Committee therefore addressed a letter,
given in Appendix C.; to the Most Noble the Gover-
“nor General, entering fully upon the several causes
of complaint. The veplics, through the Private and

Tlome Sceretaries, will be found in the same Appen-

dix, as well as some Correspondence with the Penin-

Peninsular and
iental Steam
tion e

Company.
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sular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, rela:
tive to ‘the dates of departure of ‘the Steamers for
Suez, and the quotations of Markets given by the
Officers of Steamers on arrival in the, river.

Your Committee anticipates much good from the
representation of the Governor General to the Home
Authorities, in rousing the Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Company to a clearer sense of what
is :due to the great interests entrusted to it. ~ The
time is gone by for the public to. endure patiently
unnceessary delays in the transmission of Mails.
Sixteen days are now allowed for stoppages and pas-
sage through Egypt; but it is helieved that (with
Occasional exceptions) one-half of that time is not so
availed of. Assuming the fact to be 50, it follows
that, with 25 days of sea-going time hetween Caleutta
and Southampton as per contract, the Mails to and
from London via Marseilles ought to be delivered in
28 t6 30 days regularly, except in cases of accidental
detention at Point de Galle on the voyage from hence,

-or-at Malta on the outward voyage, from the non-
arrival at due date at those stations of the China
or Marseilles’ Steamers respectively, An allowance
would also be necessary for three months during the
8. W. Monsoon. )

The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company is morcover bound to adopt al improve-

ments in Machinery, ‘&e., caleulated to, increase the . .

speed or efficiency of its Vessels; and the public has
an undoubted right to expect from this great Com-

* pany the faithful discharge of all the obligations of

the contract accepted by it.

7

The Correspondence on the subjéet of quotations of

Matkets has resulted in instructions having been for-

warded to the Post Office Authoritics at Iong-kong,
to-make up a packet for Kedgeree direct, on the de-
parture of the Mail Steamers from the former place,
s0 that all parties can now make their own arrange- .
ments to secure correct and early intelligence from
China; while the Electric Telegraph will speedily
give earlier and fuller reports of European Markets
than could ever have been expected from Kedgeree.

Your Committee has been in communication with
the Chief Magistrate of this city on the subject of
registering and licensing Native boats plying for hire
on the river. It is one of much importance to the
safety of both life and property—an importance fully
appreciated by the abovenamed Officer, as shown in
the Correspondence given in Appendix D.

"The Government of Bengal having forwarded g
copy of a Petition of several leading Native Gentle-
men, praying for a change in the constitution of the -
municipality of}he Town, to this Chamber, the paper
was circulated ‘to all its Members, and your Com-
mittec addressed the Government in support, gene-.
rally, of the prayer of the petition. The documen
will all be found in Appendix E. ;

An altered system of Municipal Government ap-:
pears absolutely. necessary. 'Theé Elective Franchise
is neither understood nor appreciated by the great
mass of the inhabitants of Caleutta,to whom it has
been granted.

~ The new Balliaghatta Canal, referred to in your Dall
- ani!

Committec’s Report of November 1858, is in prograss;




Post Office Act
No. XVIL

Blectric Tele-
graph,

Tast Indian
Railway.

Sales and Stocks
of Lmports,
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and it is hoped that it will be so far advanced

to allow of navigation after the rains of 1855.
Your Committee congratulates, most cordially, the

Commercial body, and the public generally, on the

new Postal system secured by Act XVIT, of this year; i

which came into operation on the Ist October; as
well as on the intercommunication with Bombay, and
the distant and intermediate stations of Upper India,
by the lines of Electric Telegraph now so rapidly ad-
vancing to completion. The whole Indian public
owes a deep debt of obligation to Dr. William
O’Shaughnessy, for the untiring energy and eminent
ability that he has displayed in seeuring the benefits of
this great work within so wonderfully brief a period,
Your Committee. would have been glad had the
progress of the East Indian Railway been so rapid as
to warrant an expression of belief in the carly enjoy-
ment of the immense benefits to Commeree and Agri-
culture that must follow the completion of the line:
to the Upper Provinces,—and the short experience of
the few miles of it yet opened warrants the most san-
guine anticipations :—but the progress of the work
heretofore has been very slow, and it is to be feared
that much time will yeb elapse before it will be of
any use as a means of transport heyond the Rance-
gunge Collieries. As Progress is made, however, in
its construetion, so will there he an incr.easing convie-
tion of the absolute necessity of extending to the left
bank of the river Hooghly a full participation in the
benefits of the Railway by a hranch line.
Appendix T. is
and Stocks of Ty

nports, the original of which was

as

9

given in the Appendix to your Committee’s ch’orl;
| of May 1st of this ycar. :

The state of the Funds of the Chamber is shown in
Appendix G.
* Your Committee trusts that the increasing useful-
ness of the Chamber as a means of communication
Detween Mercantile men and the Government, will
induce,several firms, not at present envolled in the

“ list of Members, to give hoth their support and active

co-operation,
o ' JAS. J. MACKENZIL,
President.
Cramper o, COMMERCE,

" Calcutta, 1st November, 1854, |

a revised form of the list. of Sales ‘

Tunds,
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45

T
b




£
[

e

APPENDIX A.

GUSTOM HOUSE GHAUT AND SHEDS.

No. 324..

Fropt wire SECRETARY ro wuw GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
Po s CHIEF ENGINEER 1x.7e LOWER PROVINCES. |
Dated TFort William, the 26tk June 1854.

Sir,—I aa directed to acknowledge your letter, No. 397, dated the 15th
s, Tovenuy  imstant, reporting upon the various plans which have been

Customs. suggested in connection with the proposed construetion in
front of the Custom House Premiscs, of a new Ghant mnd Jetties, together with
sheds upon the top of the Ghaut, and in reply to communicate to you the
following observations and instruetions.

2. The Licutenant Governor has carcfully perused the whole of the previous
correspondence in this matter which has taken place with the Board of Revenue,
the Military Board, the Chamber of Commerde, and the Chicf Magistrate, and hie
desives me to remark in the first place that the question of constructing a new
Ghaut and Jettics, and the question of constructing sheds on the top of the’
Ghaut, are quite distinet and independent of each other, and will, in his opinion,
be most conveniently dealt with separately.

3. In regai to the question of constructing sheds, the Lieutciiant Governot.
finds that, inthe month of February Jast, it was determined by the Most Noble
the Governor of Bengal to postponic the consideration of the expediency of
erecting sheds on the Wha! opposite the Custom House, until the completion -
of the Whatf itself, This. decision was communicated in due cowrse to the

: o
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Chamber 6f Commerce, and it seems to the Licutenant
. every consideration desirable to adhere to that decision.
4. The present instructions will not therefore
new Ghaut with Jetties at cither end, and the
that the issue of orders, requiring the immedi
Jetties, will, in no way,

Governor that it is on

g0 beyond the question of o
Licutenant Governor presumes
ate construction of the Ghant and
s affect the future consideration of Mr,
 vinduet along the viver front of the Castom ITouse,
affect the fature consideration of the expediency of e

5.

Rose’s scheme of
any more than it will
recting sheds,

With regard to the question of a new Ghaut and Jotties,

the Licutenant
Governor observes,

that the sanction of the Supreme Government has
been obtained to the expenditure of I
Ghant with Jetty at ench end of jt.
being a pucea one, but the Licutenant Governor js sa
Ghaut, advocated both by Mr. Bowring and by Mr. Bracken
well construeted, be preferable to
being very much-cheaper, Tam desired accordingly to convey
orders of Government for the construction of
Dhooney Ghant, the whole length of the
at cither end as provided for in the origina
ment of India.

alrendy
Rupees 43,500 for the construction of 1
This Jarge sum provided for the Ghang

, will, if thoroughly
a pucea Ghaut, while it has the advantage of -

to you the final
a shingle Ghaut, similar to the
Custom House frontage, with a Jetty
1 estimate, sinctioned by the Goyern-

6. The Chief Magistrate will be directs
material neeessary for this Ghau
express his carnest hope that the
with the utmost despatch,
struction.

od to meet your requisitions for the
&, and the Licutenant Governor desires me to
work may be commenced upon und prosecuted
consistent with its substantial and eflicient con-

7. You are requested to report what the r
sanctioned estimate will ‘be, in consequenc
for the pucea Ghaut.

eduction from - the amount of the
© of the substitution-of the shingle

I have &e.,

(Signed)  W. GREY,
$ecy. to the Goot. of Bengal.
P. 8.~The plans, accompanying your letter, are heresith returned,
(Signed)  W. SREY,
Secy. ta the Goot. of Bengad.

No. 825,

Copy forwarded to the Chamber of Commerce for information,

(Signed):  W. GORDON YoUNG,
Ol Under-Secy. to the Gout, of Bengaa,

fied that the shingle:

i

BencaL Cuamper or Cowmderce, :
Caleutta, 6th July 1854.
W. GORDON YOUNG, Isa., .
r-Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
O Gnder=Seoretry Forr WiLLIAM.

Str,—Trrr Committee of the Chamber of Commeree (lusirc‘s ‘8? t})]nclfno\v-
ecipt. i il Engineer
i y rour letter of the 26th June, to the Chicf Ingincer

ledge receipt of copy of your le f } hiet
Ioi'er Provinees, regarding the constraction of o shingle Ghaut, in front of the

Custom House, with a Jetty at cach end of it.

1 have the honor to he &e.,
(Signed)  H. W. L WOOD,
Searetary.

Bexcan Cuimner or Coavurcr,
Culeutta, 25t July 1854.
W. GREY, Esa.,
Sceretary to the Government of Bengal.

Str,—ON the Gth instant T had the honor to ncl:nowlcdgu. rcceixx% of 3 co];y
of a letter, dated June 26th, addressed by you to the Chiel Ellgmc:u' ]m t[m
Lower Provinces, conveying to that Officer the orders of t\lc.ﬂunomb.c um
Licutenant Governor respecting the Ghaut, nm}xsheq accommodation, so urgently

ired on the river frontage of the Custom House.
rc"‘l“’l::‘:“s‘ul’;‘j‘cf:t is one of so much importance to thc.trn('lc of t'!\t: p(?l't{,}h{lt 'thc
Committee of the Chanher of Commerec feals it to be an imperative duty to
endeavour to obtain from Government the :\ccom'm.ndm:mn in f]ucsu’o‘n, 12 the
form best adapted to the wants of the Commercial (,mnum‘mty. llxvc”,‘o‘m-
mittee xespectfully submits that men practically ongaged i thc..cl\ml) “3,
routine of trade ave the best judges of the kind of uccommonlnuf)n required, t houg ;
the mode of construction naturally falls within the provinee of professional
cnlI;"‘;chri;ders for ':]|c construction of the Ghaut itself have been given, and ‘.:ll!
question of the grenter fitness, or otherwise, of the plan recomnended b, the
Ghant coolics, backed by the late Officiating and present Gollectors of Customs,
ally tested within, the Committee

and adopted by the Government, will be pra
carnestly hopes, o reasonable time. , ) .
The consideration of how protection from weather, and increased facilities l“or
Ianding and shipping goodls, ave to be sceured, is however postponed ; nrml as :1 e
i Wi of rom the

Committee of the Ohamber dissents, thongh with much deference, ;
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expressed opinion of the Ionorable the Lieutenant Governor, that “ the ques-
« tion of constructing a new Ghaut and Jetties, and tic question of constructing
“slieds on the top of the Ghaut, are quite distinet and independent of each
other,” the present seems tobe the proper time for again wrging on Govern-
ment the carnest wish of. the Comme;

il body, inall its sections, to have the
protection and facilities referred to, from suitable sheds, in preference to any
other substitute yet sugg It seems to the Cowmittee of the Chawber,
that protection from weather is cven more wrgently required thin an improve-
ment of the slope of the Ghaut, as will probably be aditted by all who have seen
the condition of the river bauk opposite the Custom Iouse, during the present
rains.  The Custom IHouse Ghaut is a disgrace to the Port of Caleutta.

Iu this view'the Committee therefore begs you to submit again to the Tonor-
able the Licutenant Govemor, the carnest wish of the Mereantile community,
for the erection of suitable sheds at the top of the Ghaut ; and to move him to
re-consider the question, with a view to ordering their erection, simultaneously
with the construetion of the Ghaut.

Various plans to attain the accommodation in question, of protection from
weather in landing and shipping, have heen su

gested by different partics.

1. The OCollector of the Customs thinks that every requirement would be
fulfilled by running merchandize to and from the Custom House Godowns,

Had this been a practical solution of the difficulty, it would have heen
adopted long ago; but it is one of which no man will avail himsclf, It is open
to numerous objections.

Whether the distance between the Ghaut and the Custom Touse be 15 or 30
yards, it is obvious that {he swne number of coolies that could deliver o given
wumber of packages per- day under cover at the top of the Ghaut; could not
deliver one-half within the sunc period of time in the Custom Iouse enclosure,
"The consequence would he a double eharge without any sceurity from the wea-
ther in transit, and that charge might very well he set off against any present

espenses inewrred,  In fact there being no pereeptible advantage in- the plan,
10 one would change the prosent system. The public. generally however would
suffer, were the Collector’s plans adopted, by an. almost stoppage -of the traflic
along the Strand roud between the Custom House and the rivér.

2. The Police Surveyor has furnished a plan of a viaduet to he constructed
on the road along the Custom House river front, and under the arches of which
the trade of the port is to find the shelter which it prefers to receive from sheds.

“Lhis seems only to be an ingenious mode of complicating a very simple ques-
tion, and of exposing the public to wuch inconvenionco,

The sloping
approaches at the two ends would block up the Strand entrance of all the build-
ings for a considerable distance both to the north and south of tl

he viaduet ;—
as the wretched cattle, emplo

yed in the transport of goods, are almost over-
tasked iu drawing the carts along level vouds, an aseent sould be quite beyond
c would be thrown igco parallel lines of

them; and o large increase of tra

strects, aliendy in many instances very inconvemiently obstructed. Tt is
understood that, i addition, this plau would prove the most expensive,—
« fact, the Committee trusts, that will have due weight in insuring its rejection
by Goverriment. ‘ I

3, Sheds at the top of the Ghant are called for by the unanimous voice o
the Mercuntile body. They ave’ the most simple and most usval mode of
sccuring the necessary accommodation, and they are universally adopted in

rts.
"ll'l]"]'::tcost will be diminished by a saving in the eonstruction of the Ghaut as
now sanctioncd; and that mmownt, in addition to n fund pointed out by
the Police Surveyor, wonld do much more than cover the requisite outlay.

It is believed that the Government feels bound by some sort of pledge .Hml:
no building shall be allowed to be raised on the river bank. The Committee
cannot coneeive that such a pledge ean ever have been meant to esclude the
menus of public -nccommodation. One of the most satisfactory signs of the
ipereasing trade of the port would bo the existence of a serics of suituble sheils
and Glauts, along the bank of the river as fur as the Mint: and the Committee
would solicit the favor of being informed as to the real extont of the pledge
above alluded to.

Tn conclusion I have to cxpress the hope of the Committec, that this cominu-
nication mny receive early and favorable consideration.

T have the honor to be, &e.,
(Signed)  H. W. L WOOD,
Seerelary.

No. 386.
Trom i OFFICIATING UNDER-SECRETARY po Tns
. GOYERNMENT or BENGAL,
To rur SECRETARY o 1us BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Dated Iort William, the 1st August 1854.

'Mis. Revenue Sr,—T Ant dirceted by the Lientenant Governor of
o Customs. Bengal to inform you, with reference to yowr letter of
the 25th wltimo, that instructions have heen issued to the Cliel Engincer to
cause a plan and estimate for the construction of a shed in front of the
Custom House, to be prepared and submitted to Government.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) . GORDON YOUNG,
Qfly. Under-Secy. to the Gool. of Bengal,
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No. 257.

To 1L W. 1. WOOD, Esa.,
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce.

Fort William, 23rd August 1854,

Str,—I 1avE the honor to request that you will lay before the Chamber of
Commerce the annexed copy of a letter from the Chief Engincer, Lower Pro-
vinees, to the addvess of the Superintending Lngincer, 1st Cirele, res
the construction of shieds along the river bank in front of the Calentta Custom
House, and favor me with the opinion of the Chamber, as to whether the sheds
should be in one line, with to rouds hetween, or in paraliel lengths.

Should the Chamber of Commerce have any suggestions to offer on the
subject of the propused sheds, I shill be happy to communicate them to the
Superintending Engineer for the consideration and orders of the Chief Engincor.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) I\ B. NORRIS,
Civil Architeet.

No. 1283,

To mun SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,

1st Circle, Lower Provinges,

Sir,—Under instructions from Government, conveyed in M, Officiating
Under-Secretary Young’s letter, No. 335 of the Ist August cwrent, 1 have the
Tionor to request that you will dircet the Civil Avchiteet, to prepare a plan and
estimate for 600 fect of sheds by 50 broad, to he constructed along the
river bank, in front of the Caleutta Custom Hous
200 feet each. .

2ud. Mr. Norvis will consult the Custom Touse nuthorities and Chamber
of Commeree, as to whether the sheds will be in one line,
tween, or in parallel lengths.

3rd. The side walls to be cither s
arches turned etween, or east-
The latter pl

e, in three lengths, of

with two roads be-

quare masonry pillars, with clliptical
irgn pillars and bressummers
s appear.the more desirable, as iron pill
dunaged by earts, and requiring no repair.

5 Plain but strong.
ars are little liable to be

AT

Vil

Ath,  The roof to be cither light wrought-iron trassed double bar, or T rafter
erossed by wooden battens, preserved, and covered with one flat tile, and  Gre-
cian tile over all. . ) "

5th. There will be no inner supports, The iron ridge cap must lap over well,
to secure ridge from leakage.

6th.  The cuds will be gable, with spaciotts arches for entranee. .

7th. If the outer walls arc of masonry, the caves will be furnished of bracket
tiles, ) )

Sthe Mr. Norris will be further directed to send in at the sz me time, a com-

s per annexed skoteh.

parative estimate of the roof, formed in the same way as that of the new
Blacksmith’s shed at Kidderpove, of which a pattern truss is in the ivon yard.
Ihave &e.,
(Signed) T GOODWYN, Licut. Col.,
Clicf Tingineer, Lower Provinces. .
Fore Willliam.
Cnier Eneixeew’s Orricn.,

The 11th Aungust 1864.

Bexaal Cnamuir or Codwmunes,
Culeutta, 26tk August 1854,
To F. B. NORRIS, Esa.,
‘ Civil Architect.

Sir,—I have laid before the Committee your letter of the 23rd iustant, with
accompanying documents, vegarding the sheds to be built along the river
froit of the Gustom House: and I am desired to state that the Committee
thinks that the sheds ought to be in onc line, with ronds between, as-the most
convenient mode -of. sceuring ‘the

st amount of river frontage ; and that
witli iron pillrs and an avehed roof of corrugated iron, the sheds would be suf-
ficiently light.and strong and well adapted for (]

intended purpose.
I linve &e.,
(Signed)  JI. W. I \WWVOOD,

Secretary. -

2396, -

To i SKCRETARY CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

Bit,—T usve the honor to request the favor of

your_informing me as to
whether any, snd what number of, Whauves or Pi

ers are required on the River



i

bunk betiseen Colvin and Hautklioln Ghants, for the purpose of lunding or ship-
ping g00ds and other i ious, the most ient and appro’
printe sites for the same, and the extent or width of eacli; s also whether they
would require to be sheltered, and to what extent.

I have &e.,

(Signed) 1. GOODWYN, Lirur.-Cou., )
Chicf Tngineer, Lower Piovinces.
Fort William,
Curer Excineer’s Orrics.
The 1st November 18

. Brxean Cuamnrne or Comumren,
Culeutta, 3rd November 1854,
To Lirur.-Cow. H. GOODWYN,

Chief ngincer, Lower Provinces.
Sir,—T Ax instructed b_\; the Committee of the Chamher of Commerce to

acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 2396 of the 1st instant, and to ex
Dress the extreme satisfaction with which it reccives this intimation of the desive

of Government to provide river-side nccommodation commensurate iith . the
vastly extending trade of the. Port. .

The distance, referred to in your said letter hetween Colvin’s and Hautkhola
Ghauts, embraces a considerable extent of River frontage, the Southern portion
of which is chiefly availed of for the disembarkation and shipment of goods
belonging to European houses, while the npper or Northern portion is devotod
to those eonsigucd to or shipped by Natives.

The Committee considers that between Colvin’s and the Armenian Ghauts

. arange of floating Piers or Pontoons, which should at* all states of. the tide

" adinit of vessels lying alongside in tiors four or five deep to discharge and Joad
curgo, would he-an fmense boon to the Mereantile community, particularly if
aecompanicd by corvesponding ranges of open sheds on shore, for the temporary
Protection of goods.

Such aline of Wharves would not he continuous, as it would necessarily be
broken by Ghauts and Janding-places for the ordinary traffie of the but
with those exeeptions the. Commitice considers n range might he construpted to
accommorate a.very Targ mumber of Fessels, none of which would be at any
great distance from the most eentrical business part of the town,

L am also requested to observe, that in referringto floating Piexs'or Pontoons,
the Committee assumies that there may he diffcultics in- the way of having per-

ix

amanent Piers cither of timber or masonry with a sufficient. depth of water r{;
vessels to lie close to them in any state of the tide.  IF this .1lcs.<1emui|;m c:n
guarantced, the superiority of permanent to floating crections is sclf-cvident. .
In regard to the space extending from Armenian to Hautkhola Ghaut, L;B
Committec is of opinion that precisely similar erections of Wharves and she s
would prove equally valusble to the Native Mercantile cm.mm_mcyi and consuw
quently to the general trade of the Tort, bub that the exceptiona places n; "
used for bathing, cremation, and sewerage, would have less available space fo
their construction than on that portion of the River bauk already veferred to.
In conclusion, T am instructed to add, that the Committee, while nvmﬂl;lg, m\i
farther suggostion of the details of such  beneficial work, trusts to‘:mtn\'«?]rce .
with an carly communication of your views on the fcamblhtyT of its ful csI wis .r.
heing gratified, and whether by floating or permanent Wharves, and a.co
responding linc of. covered sheds.
) 1 have &e.

(Signed) - IL W. 1. WOOD,
Secretary.
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BuxGAL Cnamper oF ComyErcr,
Caleutta, 26th August 1854,

W. GREY, Esa.,

Seeretary to the Government of Benga,
. Port William.

Str,—T st desired by the Committee of the Chambe

v of Commerce to sub-
mit, for the ideration of the IT ble the Lieut

Governor, the subject
of this Port, and to ex-
ve the carly attention of

of an inerease of permancnt moorings for the shipping
press its carnest hope that this representation will xq
Govermment.

The Committee docs not deem it necessary to give any - statistienl returns to
provehow greatly the Trade of Caléitta has increased within the last fowr yoars ;—
the fuct is sclf-evident, and there is every reason to believe that such meresse
will be annually progressive.

With an enlarged tiade there has been a marked inercase,
amount of tomunge, but in the size of vesscls by
ried on, while the number of vessels of small ¢
nishing ;

not only in fhe
which that trade hias been car-
onnage hus been gradually dimi-
these Jast hiave hoen replaced by others of a much I
accommodation is almost daily
been, however,

rger class, and
called for for ships of heavy burthen. Thors has
1o addition to. the permancnt moorings of the P,
swrate with these incrensed requirements,
meet demands arising

ort commen-
Provision made to
and size of vessels,

inently to the notice of the
ings. which arc essentially
ting Caleuttaat this season :
are partieularly exposed to danger while
stream from the violence of the freshes and bores which now prevail.  Accidents
awe of frequent ocenrrence, endangering lives and valuable proparty
Committee begs to state that these would he

andno adequate
from an increase in the number
“Lhis important watter has been brought very prom;
Chamber by a general complaint of want of moors
neeessary for the-safety and convenience of vessels visi
those of large tonnage

at anchor in tlie

5 and the
iatorially lessened, if not altoge-
e,

xi

Again in another instance no mooring cu.ll]m be obtained till upwards of 30

revious ications had been complied with.
mi:ﬁ ’.I.l.)gnﬁmc nany of the_ ships anchoring wherever 4::.?;“::,:;1(;2:‘.;1‘“..\
herth in the stream, have parted and drifted about, FO ﬂ‘ﬁ,(ﬁ:‘c.‘s;‘;‘_{lu{\

etves and other vessels.  Upon n joint rey .. Jonsign
z;‘;lc.isps, who appreliended dumage and danger to. them from ?1‘,: -g;al;:f::‘t‘\m:f
anchoring in the strength of the viulanAl'rcshcx now l‘\\)lm]ng., o Suwernien
dent of Marine has sanctioned the mooring of vessels at their :)r\l »‘_ ho s,im
shore, off the Esplanade, during the prevalence of the (rcshcsl‘ ‘ his pu:‘:‘dcd
tas been gladly acted om, s the only available menns of avoiding appre dod
danger ; but as‘being in Heu of an extended line of pm:mfmcnﬁ \Tmmmgds or 0' her
addition to those alrcady laid down, the arrangement is insufficient aud wnsatis

[actory. ]
X 'l‘lwy Committeo is confident that i & matter where so wueh valuable property
is tnvolved, bis. Honor the Licutonant Governor will give his carlicst attention to
the best mode of removing the difliculty now brought to his notice, and of sup-
plying & mueh wanted improvement in conncetion with the trade of Caleutta.

T have e,

(Sigued) . 1. W, I WOOD,
Secrclary.
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APPENDIX C.

Peninsular & Oriental Company?s Mail Steamers,

BexcaL Cuamper or CommErce,
Caleutta, 22nd August 1854,
Tue MOST NOBLE rue MARQUIS or DALHOUSIE, K. T.,
. Governor General of India, §e. §o. §e.
My Lorp,
T axt directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce,
to submit to your Lordship a of the complaints justly and ly
made against the management, by the Dircetors of the Peninsular and Oricntal
Steam Navigation Company, of the Ml serviee between this Country and Grea
Britain, entrustod under contract o that Company : and to express a hope, that
the importance of the subjeet will not only be aceepted by your Lordship as a
sufficient reason for this direct address, but will sceure your powerful aid in
bringing the present grounds' of dissatisfuction to the knowledge of the ome
Government, and your advoceney in enforeing the necessity of a botter system.
The principal causes of complaint are threefold s—the total want of considera-
tion for the public convenience, evineed in the dates fised for the departure of
.the Company’s Mail Steamers from this port for Suez,
-of the Steamers,—and the absence of
Government of India.

—the increasing slowness
€ all controlling power on the part of the

The dates of departure, as now fised, are nnnecessarily ently, and, combinéd
with the slowness of the Company’s Steamers, throw the in-coming and out-going
Mails too closely together for the convenient despateh of business. In fof the
out-going Mail is frequently closed, or on the point of being 50, when the jmward
Steamer js ‘announced ; and when the only chance of furthes

T communieation
with the outward-hound Steamer,

s by the clumsy expedient of an after-packet
sent to Kedgerge on the chanee of overtaking the vesscl, :
Morcover even this last trifling accommodation is dependent on the good
will and pleasure of the Admiralty Agent attached to cach Steamer.
Not only are the dates of the doparture of the Steamers too carly, but they
have xefefonce, ot to the days on which they leave Caleutta, but to those on
which they get 6 sea from the Sandheads. ' This is an addisionl source of

inconvenience; for, owing to the difficulties of “the river navigation helow
Caleutta, and the

proceeding down, the B
fixed by the Adwmirally,

| inty in the of large Vesscls

uils are ‘closed 48 howrs in anticipation of the dates

it

i ily carly, is proved by the Table
’ lails are despatehed wnmecessurily _ :
Tharthe 1 which 1 have the honor to enclose, showing the dates of
avrival at Suez of the Stenmers from henee, and the number
i i re, waiting for the ontward Mails,

 days of their detention there, waiting
* Yo Lordship will remark that on 25 Passages from Calentta to Suer, the
range of time, .in reaching the latter port, is from 24 to 36 days, the average

Enclosure No. 1.

cing 27 days 18 hours, )
bttl“’fc‘tlin‘\l:)nslloied by the contract, including 5 days for stoppages, ,sii (1:,:5
10 hours, showing the above average to be in excess of contract time, by 2 days
‘Lllld\:ni‘:lulr‘:;;n the same Table, your Lordship will learn, that :h«; ‘}?o,eﬁcmnf
Suez of the Company’s Boats, after arvival, sanges from 1 to lﬂa‘:)?, ie ave
vage being 7 days.  The contract allows 5 days, as the m-dumry. L;..,. -
‘}L is evident from these facts, that were contract time adhered co{ ‘tc‘ t'.
Steamers might leave Caleutta 4 days later than they now.do, wit 1'021 m‘:,‘:
fering with the dates of amival of the Mails in Londou, but to the great conve
i Indian Community.
“mlxx‘::l::,rpi: :;‘:l]:, complaint of the slowness of the Compuny’s syzc?mus, I
liave also the honor to enclose for your Lordship’s informa-
tion, a Tuble shoying the dates of departure from South-
ampton and arvival at Caleutt, xespectively, of 29 Mails. - The tine allowed by
contract is 42 days 1 hour. The range of time oceupied by the Mails in ques-
tion, is from 40 to 48 days, the average being 42 days 19 houwrs. .
By taking the average of so many voyages, the ease is stated m?stl avoral ,l y
for the Peninsular and Oriental Company, but even the pverages °"§‘, :llrc Zn);
obtained by reducing the various swmmgci very materially, not by the o
aming of the Company’s vesscls.
ﬁd’i‘).r: :'crltoc(::c;:::n:ng, stilmlacc[&l for by the contract, is not less than 10 .k.rotg
per our for all Mails, excepting those to be conveyed between Singapore l\n
Sydney. The latter are to be conveyed—wly, doos not appear—at notl less tﬂun
8% knots per hour: The Committce of the Chamber has vety little doubt that
the average rate of speed, mmiugd by the Steamers from Southampton to
4 i nearly 8% than 10 knots. )
o 2 fhernin e woul b oo of the prest rtaing wcorsnty s

“Enclosure No. 2.

to the departure and arrival-of the Company’s Steamers; nor would it be -

necessary to trench upon the allotted stoppages to sccure even the present
‘average length of voyage. ) )

If the stoppages allowed, are found practically o be wnnecessarily long, the
Gownmittee of the Chamber respectfully submits, that their curtailinent should
be for the public benefit in reduction of the contract time allowed to the
Company 3 but not certainly to cnable that Company to evade the condition of
yunning their vessels af a given speed.

(i s

7
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The inconvenience of there heing no controlling power in this countey, to
euforee the due fulflment of the contract, is sensibly felt and ought to he
yemoved; and it appears to be an auowaly, ns well as an absuedity, that the
ead of the Government of the British Indian Empire should not have the
power, (which, it is wndérstood, is enjoyed by the Governor of Crown Colonics)
of ordering the deteution of the Mail Steamers on public grounds for a reasou-
able time.  The Cownnittee of the Chamber camestly solicits your Lordship to
urge a reform in both-these particulars.

Tt will no doubt be urged in defence of the Peninsular and Osicntal Company,
that their expenses have been greatly enhanced by the enereased cost of fuel,
freight, &e., and that the Dircctors are driven by nceessity to practise cconomy
cven although it may trench on the efficiency of the service. The result of the
Company’s Half-yearly Meeting, held on the 12th June, will be quoted in
proof; for no dividend for the preceding Half-year was then declared.

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce looks, however, with extreme
suspicion on the proccedings of that Meeting. The increased charges of the
Company were stated to be so heavy as to render extra remuneration from the
British Government, 2 question of vital moment; but although the trumpet of
self-praise was loudly blown, as to the importance of services rendered by the
Company in the recent transport of trpops, no allusion seems to have heen
made to the large sums belicved to have been paid for such services; nor
although a dividend was not declared, were any accounts, showing the bond fide
position of the Company, Jaid before the Sharcholders, though they were
promised for the next ensuing Hal(-yearly Meeting.

The Committee of the Chmmber cannot, therefore, consider that, so far at
least, sufficient cause has been shown for incfficient working of the contract, or.
that a tenable claim has been established for additi
Home Government.

The interpretation of their contract by the Dircetors of the Company, wonld
indeed scem to be (although they would probably repudiate it, if laid hefore
them in so plain n form) that its conditions arc binding on the Company ouly
50 long as it secures to the shareholders large dividends wud handsome honuses.

Such an argument is of course inadmissible, and it is impossible that private
can be allowed to override public interests. 1f therefore the Peninsular and
Oricntal Steam Navigation Company finds the due exceution of its contract
beyond its power, the time would seom to have arrived when competition ought
to be invited and encouraged.

from the

Such invitation and cncowragement would involve no hreach of fuith on the
part of the British Govermnent; for, by the contract of January 1st 1853, it is
expressly stipulated, that “in ease of any breach of this contract on the part of
“the said Company, their officers, agents, or servants, in any respeet, and
“ whether there be or he not any peualty or sum of woney hereby made payable

R R
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«“hy the said Cowpany for any such breach, it shall be lawful for the snid
« Gommissioners, for exceuting the said Office of Lord Iligh Admiral Gif they
there may or may not have been any former

<« think fit, and notwithstandi n
« reach of this conteact;) by writing under the hand of one of their Sceretaries

« for the time being, to determine this contract, without any previous notice to
« tlic said Company or their Agent, nor shall the said Company be entitled to
“ any compensation in consequence of such determination s but even if this con-
« tract be so determined, the payment of the sum of money, hercinafter agreed to
« he made, shall be enforced, should the same be not duly paid by the said Com-
“ pany, and the said Company shall continue liable for any liability which they
“ may have incurred previous to such determination.”

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce disclaims any desire to under-
rate the value of the services rendered by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
tion between Europe

Navigation Company, to the cause of Steam communi
and the Tastern world; ncither does the Committec wish to do otherwise than
bear veady tostimony to the general desire of their representatives here, to
promote the public convenience to the full extent of their power: but the magni-
tude of the interests involved in the maintenance of a rapid, regular, and
cflicient means of communieation with Burope, by what is called the Overland
route, render it an imperative duty of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree to
urge respeetfully but carnestly the necessity of an carly and scarching reform

in the arangements for the conveyance of Mails between this Tmpire and
Trope.
The monopoly so” long enjoyed by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navi-

do, in the of

gation Company, has ended, as all " ;
the monopolists to the injury of the public; and that public being. naturally

gated satisfaction aiy
to under-

anxious to get vid of the burden, would hail with unm

from the Iome rnment to peting Comp
take the Indian Overland line.

The undoubted breaches of covenant by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company, before pointed out, have given the Iome Government an
undeniable right to modify the terms of their contract or to determine it. The
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce submits therefore, for your Lordship’s
consideration, that the present is a peeulintly favorable opportunity for entrusting
one of the monthly Mails——the mid hly for insta
pany. The abandonment by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company, 'of the contract for conveying the Mails between Aden and Bombay,
gives an opportunity of treating with other Companies; and the Committee of
the Chamber camnot doubt, that n satisfuctory mrangement could be speedily
completed, were the Ilome Govermment known to be in earnest in their wish to
have the serviee performed by competing lines.

The Committee of the Chamber hegs to apologize for trespassing at such
length on your Lordship’s time; but fecls

, toa sccond Com-

wed that all veal grievances will
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obtain your Lordship’s cordial attention with a view to their removal, and T
am therefore instructed to suggest that—

1. The Mails should be made up at Caleutta on the 8th and 22nd of cach
month, (with the exception of May, June and July, for which an earlier date
by five days is provided) and that without reference to the necessity of steamers
moving down carlier on account of tides. Letters posted up to the time of the
steamer breaking ground, might be put on hoard before she dropped down, and
the remainder should be sent after by a light steamer, to be provided as arranged
Detween the Government and the Company.

2. That the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company should be
compelled to adhere to the contract rate of speed of theii vessels, and also to act
strietly up to the clause of their contract which provides that * the said Company

* “ shall and will, from time to time, and atall times, during the continnance of this

“ contract, make such fons, or imy ,in the ion, equip-
“ ments and machinery of the vessels, which shall be used in the performance
“of this contract as the ndvanced state of scionce may suggest, and the said
« Commissioners (of the Admiralty) may divect.” That in addition, if the stop-
pages allowed are found to be wnnecessarily long, nny diminution of them
should he for the public benefit, by a corresponding deduction from the time
allowed for the performance of each service; and )

3. Thiat the Tlead of the British Indian Government should have power to delay
the departure of the several Steamers when necessary i—and should likewise
be invested with a controlling power to enforce the provisions of the contract.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,
Your Lovdship’s most obedient Servan,

(Signed) 1L W. I WOOD,
Secretary.
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ENCLOSURE No. 2.

Mails left South- | gy hed Caloutta.

ampton.

Days in Tran-
sit,

w20, ..
July 6, .

Range of Passage 40 to 48 days. Average 42 days 10 hours,

Goverxmunt House,
Culcutta, 25tk August 1854,

To . W. I. WOOD, Esa.

S1r,—I HAVE the honor to

) acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 23rd
nstant,

i“,
i

<

xix -

Tts enclosure has heen laid before the Governor General, and will now be
transferred to the Tome Department for submission to His Lordship in Couneil.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servarit,
(Signed) I, F. COURTENAY.

. No. 977.
Trou C. ALLEN, Esa.,
: Offy. Secy. to the Govt. of India,
To IL. W. I WOOD, Esa.,
Seeretary to the Bengal Clamber of Commerce.

Sir,—I an directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter; dated the 22nd

; ultimo, with its enclosures, respeeting the Peninsular and
Home Department, N eI, T .
Oriental Steam Navigation Company’s Mail contract, and

- to state that the same will be forwarded to the Hon'ble the Cowrt of Directors

with the support and recommendation of the Most Noble the Governor General

in Council.
I have the honor to be,

. siy .
Your most obedient Servant;
(Signed) €. ALLEN,
0Offy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Couxcrn CiiaMBER, }
The 16t September 1854,

Bexean Cuavner or ComyMurcer,

Caleutta, 23rd May 1854,

o Carrais 11. P. LOVELL,
Agent and Superintendent, Peninsular and Oriental Company.

St,—T ax instructed by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
meree to address you regarding the departue of the contract Steam Packet .
Oriental, advertised to leave Caleutta for Suez on the 31st instant.

The object of fhe Committee on the present oceasion is to procure the post=
ponement of the despateh of that vessel, not however for 24 howrs only, whicl
would be a fruitless and inapprecinble concession, but for a much longer period.

‘I'he Committee is of opinion that the date fixed for the sailing of the Oriental
jis far too carly, and T am desired to express its belief that grent public cone
venience will be secured, without affecting the interests of the Peninsular and
Oriental Company iu the slightest degree, by. the alteration of time of starting
to the dib proximo,
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"the Committee: hegs to bring to your notice, that st year the Tindostan
left Caleutta on the 4th June, and that, notwithstanding a long passage to Suez
and a slow one from Alex: h the despatches vid Marseil
reached London on the 17th, and the heavier portion of the Mail on the 22na,
July; the communications by both routes arriving in ample time for reply by
the retnm Mail from Europe.

Had the Hindostan left Caleutta on the 3lst May, her carlier departure
would have involved the detention of d hes at Alexandi

ndria to S

and

for four or five days, nu inconvenience which was obviated by that ship’s pro-

perly regulated departure hence.
1t is to guard not only against the probable detention as above, that the Com-
mittee suggcsts the onlv modc that oceurs to it, but also to sceure the means of
unbroken by the lapse of several
.1..,5 These two considerations arc § y and imp d, and
the anxious wish of the Committee is to sce the departure of the outward Mail
so arranged, that while no deténtion or inconvenience in transit of Mails and
passengers to Burope is experienced, the public may command the opportunity
of acknowledging communicéations received by the inward Muil. By the wime-
cossniily early despateh of the Orientad, that opportunity will be completely
lost, and the Committee trusts you will comply with the wishes of the Chamber
by postponing the departurc of that vessel to the 4th of next month.

I have &e.,
(Signed) M, W. 1. WOOD,

Secrelary.

P. Axp 0. Stram Naviearion Company,
Caleutta, 25tk Muy 1854,
Frost Caprars H. P. LOVELL,
Agent and Superintendent, Peninsular and Orientad S. N. Company,
To H. W. 1. WOOD, Esa.,
Secretary to the Bengal Chamber .of Commerce.

Str,—T 11avE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 23rd
instant, requesting, on the part of the Chamber of Commeree, that the despateh
of the Oriental may be postponed until the dth proximo.

In veply, 1 beg to inform you that the Admiralty Agent 5 the only person
who has power to change the time of departure of the Mail stenmers.

The day T have advertised for the sailing of the Orientalis in accordance
with the terms of the Company’s contract with 11 M.’s Government,—I there-
fore regret that T am wnable to comply with the request of the Chamber,

T have &e.,

(Signed),  I1. P, LOVELL,
Agent and Superintendent,

OPIUM AMD EXCHANGE QUOTATIGNS,

Brrearn Cuamper or CoMMERCE,
Culeutta, 5th September 1854,
CHARLES ALLEN, Esa., '
Offy. Secy. to the Government of Tndia,
Home Department, Fort TWilliam.

Sir,—1 An desired by the Committee of the.Chamber of Commeree to bring
to your notice whiat, unless satisfactorily esplained, would appenr o have heen
2 disgraceful Opinm gambling trick, played off upon the mereantile community
Dy weans of the Electric Telegraph.

The steamer Shanghai was sunounced yesterday from China, and the Electric
Telegraph reported that the price of Patnn Opiwm in Canton, at the date of the
steamer’s departure, was 8375 and the rate of Exchange on Caleutta Co’s Rs.
260 per & 100.

The Shanghai only renched her moorings, and the letters by her were only
distributed, this forenoon. On their receipt, however, it beeame known that
the quotations given throngh the Blectric Telegraph were entirely false, and
that the true price of Patna Opium was 8 320 to 3214, while the rate of
Exchange on Calentta was only-Co.’s Rs. 230 per & 100,

1t is generally believed that some parties here received through the Eleetric
Telegraph the true quotations yesterday, and aided by the false published intel-
ligenee were enabled to operate profitably in the Opium market.

False intelligence, given apparently under the sanction of respectable partios,
is caleulated to do so much injury, that it is of great importance to trace it to
its authors, and T am thercfore desired to move you to cause inquiry to be made
as to the party from whom the information published by the Blectric Telegraph
Office was received, and also whether there were any private messages sent from
the Skanghai at the same time for transmission to Cnleutta.

As conneeted with this matter, it would also be very satisfactory to know if
the Pilot had good reasons for not bringing the Skanghai wp to her moorings
yesterday, which had he done, all partics would have received theiv letters
Inst night.

1 have, &c.,
L W. I WOOD,

Secrclury.

(Sigued)

3]
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P. axt O. Steam Navicarion Comprany,

Caleutta, Gth September 1854,

To rnr SECRETARY or run CHAMBER or COMMERCIE,
Caleutta.

Dran Str—Wrrn reference to the Opiwm quotations as furnished by the
Commander of the Shanghai, to the Electric Telegraph at Kedgeree, 1 beg to
fnform you that T at once called wpon Captain Munro, as per enclosed copy of
my letter) to explain the strange diserepancy in his: report, and now heg to
hand you, for the information of the Chamber, copy of his reply.

T remain,
Dear Sir,
Your’s faithfully,
C. B. S’l“E\\'A\I{'l‘,
Acting Agent and Supdt.

(Signed)

Caleutta, 5th September 1854,
Carrarx D. G. MUNRO,

Commander, S. S. S. Shanghai.

Drar St —T1r Telegraph Report of the Tleads of Tntelligence per Shanghai
gives the price of Opium at & 375 per chest, and Lxchange at Rs. 260 per
§7100. .

Have the Zoodness to ckplain to me in wiiting how you came to fumish such

a report, and also state whether you forwarded any private message to any party
in Caleutta, or kuow of such having heen sent by any one on board your vessel.
Youwr's faithfully,
C. B. STEWART,
Acting dgent and Supdl.

T

(Signed)

5 S. 8. S. Shanghai, Gk September 1854,
i C. B STEWART, Fsa.,

b P.and 0. Steum Nuvigation Company,

i Caleutta.

2

Sti—T reply to your letter of yesterday, T heg to inform yon that. previous
to my arrival a¢ Kedgeree 1 had been on deck wmany hours including the whole
night, and after the vessel had anchored went to bed, but was shortly after

T S
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awoke from my sleep o give the Opium quotation, and I then fumished what
I considercd the correct price and the market going up.

Tt now appenrs that I gave the wrong Exchange, and quoted Malwa
Opitn instoad of Patnn. Tn explunation I can ouly say thit having 50 recently
been appointed to the China line, and Thaving never bought or sold a siugle chest
of Opiuwm in wy Tife, nor had any thing to do in Exchange transuetions, I was
not mwart of the serious consequences that inay avise from any incorrect quo-
tations.

Tu regard to a private message having been sent wp from the ship, T can only
say that T am quite ignorant of the fact; there was however a sealed packet
addressed to the Post Master.at Kedgeree, at which place it was dclivered, but
1 know nothing whatever of the nature of the contents.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
(Signed)  D. G. MUNRO.

BeNGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

Claleutta, Tth September 1854,

C. B. STEWART, Ysa,,
Acting Agent and Supdt. P. and 0. S. N, Company,
Caleutla.

Srr,—1 AM instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, to
acknowledge your letter to my address of yesterday's date, relative to the
quotations of Opinmt, &e., sent wp by the Captain of the Skanghai Steamer,
on the arival of that vessel from Ching, and published through the Electric
Telograph Office. T am also to state that the Commitéee of the Chamber has
this learnt with nuch satisfaction that an enquiry into the circumstances of the
above quotations was so promptly instituted by you,

As rgards the explnation given by Captain Manro, the Committee, while
giving him credit for its truth, cannot refrain from remarking that it discloses
most reprehensible carclessness. 1t is quite possible that Captain Munro is
totally ignorant of Lxcl and of Opimm ¢ but surcly the con-
sciousness of ignorance onght to have made him careful iu publishing informa-
tion which, if wrong, it required very little sagacity to sce must do infinite
wischicf. If Captain Munro were ignorant of true prices, he ought to have
declined giving any, or have made inquiry from others, and he no doubt conld
have readily ascertained the facts, for there were partics in the ship who could
have supplicd his deficiencies, and wonld readily, it is believed, have nided to
prevent the injury caused by false intelligence.
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Great indignation has heen generally felt and expressed on this oceasion 1
and the Commmittee feels sure that you will do'all that is within your power to
prevent the recurrence of similar irregularitics.

Although now of comparatively little importance; T may remark that Captain
Munro gives no clue {o the origin of his Exchange quotation. .

Tam, Sir, )
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) 1L W. I WOOD,
Seerctary.

P. axp O. Srean ]\'A’\'IGA\'I‘ION Coxraxy’s Orrice,
Colviv’s Ghat,
Calcutta, 12th September 1854.
H. W. L. WOOD, Esa.,
Secretary Bengal Chanber of Commerce.

Sir,—T BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, and
am glad to find that the inquiries instituted by me xelative to the quotations of
Opinm per Skanghai, have afforded satisfaction to the Chamber of Commerce. .

With reference to the strong consure thrown on Captain Munro by the Cham-
ber of Commeree and the Public Press, T think it right to apprisc you of the

fact that, Captain Munro, and indeed all the Commanders of- the Deninsular and.
Oriental. Stean Navigation Gompany’s vessels on this station, consider that an ~

onerous duty s thrown wpon them, entircly beyond the sphere of their profes-
sion, and a strong fecling prevails among them that to make them responsible

for quoting the correct. prices of Opium, Bank Stock, Bxchange, Indigo, Jute, -

and a varicty of other articlcs, is not just, and such responsibility is unknown to
any Port in the world cxeept Caleutta. .

The Commanders feel more especially that if they (in complinnce with the
orders of the Company’s ) give this i fon 99 times with
accuracy and eclerity, it brings them neither reward nor thanks, ut if in the
100th nstance the slightest mistake is made, it is sufficient to load them with
the obloguy of a whole community.

Secing then the fecling that exists on the part of the Commanders and the
disatisfaction of the publie, will you permit me to say that T think the mattor
has now assumed such a shape that some more satisfactory mode should b
deviscd than the one now in practice, to afford the ncreantile community the
information they may require on commercial affairs,

You do me but justice in giving me credit for every desire to render ever

lity to the commerce of Caleutta, but T fear you overrate wy ability

in suppos-

S s, 23 B

quoting correct prices of various articles, and that such respon
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g that any directions T ean give will ensure acenracy wnder the present,system.
'l'l?crc are many obvions reasons why the information required should he obtain-
i i ial ity themsclves, and
e through the lity of tlie
the details be under their own supervision and control.

Tt is not for me to snggest, but it appears to me that a better method thau
the present would be for the Chamber of Commerce to enter into an arrange-
mont with some party at the several ports on the Suez and China Lines for fur-
nishing the information requived here; the intelligence should be conveyed in o

sealed packet addressed—

To the Officer
in charge of the Telegraph Office
at Sangor or Kedgeree,—

and so packed as to admit of its being thrown over-hoard in the event of the

“Telegraph Boat being wnable to hoard the steamer.  The Commanders should

veceive instiuctions to deliver the packet when passing the first station if practi-
eable (tide and weather permitting) and failing this, at fhie nest one; they would
thus be absolved from all responsibility suve that of the delivery of the pac
and the duty of transmitting its contents would devolve upon the Telegraph
Oftice. .

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed)  C, B. STEWART,
" deting Agent and Supevintendent.

BENGAL CiaMBir or CoMMERCE,
B Caleulta, 181k September, 1854.
C. B. SIEWART, Fsa., ’
Acting dgent and Superintendent . and 0, S. N. Company,
Caleutta.
Si—T axi instructed by the Committee of the Chamber to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 12¢h instant, in reply to mine of the 7th.
With reference to the feeling of all the Commandess of the P. and 0. 8, N
Company’s vessels on this

ation that an “ onerous duty is thrown wpon them
entirely beyond the sphere of their profession,” in aking them responsible for

ibility is not ju
and waknown 1o any port in the world exeept Caleutta— am dirceted to mike
one or o remarks, though not with any wish to prolong this diseussi
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Assuming the fact that the practice complained of by the Captains is wnknown
i any ofhier port, it must be remembered, that in no other port of the world docs
50 gigantic 1 monoply of Steam’ communication exi
With the exception of the Sue
and the Dri
et Opinm trade from Bombay

as that enjoyed by the

Company that you represent. and Bombay Tine
the whole Mail serviee hetwoen Europe, China,
sions is in the hands of that Company, - The d
and this port to China by Steam vessels, is, with one exeeption, maintained by
the Company’s vessels : and it does not therefore seem to the mercantile: com-
munity unreasonable that, in return for so many advimtages, some little
a cflort should be made to supply information. The P. and O..Company

ish Lastern posses

e
lias always expressed its readiness to sceure such inforniation, and i really
is not a very severe strain on the futelligeuce of the Company’s Captains, or

Pursers, to require correctess in the fow quotations they give.
The Committee delayed answering your letter now wnder acknowledgment,
ble to intimate to you an arrangement, under the orders |

« di-

in the hope of being

of Government, for sceuring to all partics desiring it, the means of reced
reet quotations from Ching, to be received at Kedgeree and transiitted by 1dlee-
tric Telegraph.  No answer has however yét been veceived to my letter of 5th
instant to Mr. Sceretary Allen, thongh the Committee has reason o believe that,
when received, it will embrace the arrangement, above alluded to.

Tam, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) 11 W. 1. WOOD,
Secretwry.
N No. 984.

Trom C. ALLEN, Isa,
Oficiating Scorctary 1o the Govermment of India,
To IL W. L. WOOD, Esa.,
Secretary to the Bengal Chantber of Commeree.

Six,—T ant directed to acknowledge the reccipt of yonr letter dated the 5th
H instant, representing that fal:
Sleetrie Telegraph. from on hoard the Stewmer Skanghai ns to ‘the: price
of Opium and the rate of Fxchange at Canton was lated to the Calentta
Public by means of the Blectric Telegraph, and in reply to state, for the infor-

information furnished

ome Department,

mation of the Chamber, that the Government of Bengal hus been requested to
order the necessary enquivy to be iustituted for the pwrpose of ascertuining

T T R T

T R DT A
by

i
i
xxyit ! :,;;{
; i1
hethver the Pilot, who was in charge of the Steamer at fhe Gme, was o blume ; 3
in furnishing the false information i question, and bis yeasons for not bringing
thie Skanghai np to hor moorings on the 4th instant. l |
; ‘ ]
1 have, &e,, 1
T
11 e
Couxcrn, Ciians 1 (Signed) . A LLBN, u t‘.
The 15th September 1854, § Offy. Seey. to the Gout. of India. 8
iy

No. 1121

Frowm C. ALLEN, Tsa.,
Offy. Seeretury to the Government of India,

To 1L W. I WOOD, Esa., i
Secrelury to the Bengal Chamber'of Commerce.

Sti—Ix continnation of my letter to you, No. 984, dated the 15th ultimo, T
am dirceled to inform you that, with the view of pre-
venting nny further fulse information heing transmitted
through the leetric Telegraph, regarding the state of
the China market, the Post Masters at Hong Kong, Singapore, and Penang have
heen requested to make up separate hags for Kedgeree, independent of the Cal-

Home Department,
Blectric Tclegrapl.

entta Madls, in which cach China merchant may send a lotter to the Assistant in
charge of the Tleetric Telograph at Kodgeree, who. will transmit its eontents by
Telegraph o the constituents of such Merchant in Calentta, The Seeretary to
the Chamber of Commerce at Canton can avail himself like any one else of this
privilege.

2. The enquiry instituted into the’conduet of the Pilot of the Skanghai has
proved him o be perfectly Blumeless, in the matter of the false report commuue
nicatod by the Commander of that vessel.

T have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
Councir, ClAMBER, } (Signed) €. ALLEN,
The 20tk October 1854, )

Offy. Secy. 1o the Govl. of India.




APPENDIX D.

REGISTRY OF BOATS.

Bencat CuaMBER or CoMmEnrce,

Caleutta, 28tk August 1854

To G. F. COCKBURN, Esa.,

Offciating Chicf Magistrate,
Calcutta,

S1r,—1I Ax instructed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
submit for your consideration, the subjeet of registering all Dinghies and Boats
Plying within the limits of the Port of Cateutta, in the belief that the system,
if carcfully pursued, would result in much henefit by affording a partial check to
the ill-treatment which sailors are frequently subject to, involving, it is feared,
loss of life in some instances; and as a means of, if not preventing, at least
detecting ‘the numerous robberies committed on the river. The Committee
is of opinion that the suggested plan of Registation would materilly assist the
Riv
sailors and others.

Such a result would, the Committee thinks, be much appreciated by both the
Government and the community generally ; and hopes you will give the matter
your best consideration. o

Ihave &e.,

(Signed) * IL W. L WOOD,
Seerelary.

" No. 803,
The 30tk August 1854.

Trox rnr OFFICIATING CHIEF MAGISTRATE or CALCUTTA,
‘Lo tue SECRETARY o e CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

Caleutta.

Ste,~T 11avE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the
28th instant, submitting, by desire of the Chamber of Commerec, for my consi-
deration, the subject of registering.all Dinghics and Boats plying on the river,
and .in reply to state that I fully coincide in the opinion that some such system

x Police in their enguirics after stolen property, and their search for missing

is required, and will give the matter my immediate and best attention, and the

result will be furnished for the information and advice of the Chamber of

Commerce,
1 have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Scrvant,
(Signed)  G. . COCKBURN,

Offg. Chief Magistrate.

BeNGAL CuaMBER or COMMERCE;
Calcutta, 6tk September 1845.
G. ¥. COCKBURN, Esa.,
Qficiating Chief Magistrate,
Calcutta.

Str,—Trn Committee of the Chamber of Commerce learns with much satis-
faction that yon fully coincidé in the opinion. that some such system as that
suggested in the Chamber’s letter of the 28th instant, for the registering of
Boats plying on the river,is required, and the Committee will be glad to know the
result of your consideration of the matter.

In i jon of the above T am desired to state that, in the
opinion of thée Chamber, it will be very mecessary to make provision for
the proper conveyance of passengers by Dinghies and other native Boats engaged
in passenger traffic: and that the suggested registration should embrace this

important point.

The Committee has no doubt that the vecords of your own Office abundantly
prove the fact of a deplorable loss of life attributable to the overloading with
passengers the small and wnsafe boats cmployed for their conveyance, The
Slightest accident is sufficicnt to enuse. the destruction of the boats, and to peril
the Jives of all on board s and the greater the number of the lntter, the less the
chance of avoiding danger.

The Committee thercfore strongly urges thé necessity of passing some strin-

gent Tog reguding the yance of by Dinghies, &c., and
the rigid” enforcement of the L in every instance of proved infraction thercof.
The Committee would suggest that the boats should be licensed to carry a cer-
tain mumber and no more, nccording to their size and capability of safe con=
veyance, and that the system of license should form a material part of the
Registry alrendy recommended,
I have &e.,
(Signed) . H. W. I, WOOD,
Secretary.




APPENDIX .

MUHICIPALITY OF GALCUTT

No. 1300.

Frox ris SECRETARY mo rin GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To rup SECRETARY wo run CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Dated Fort William, 8th June 1854.

Str—I ant directed to forward, for the information of the
Chamber of C
addressed to the Licutenant Governor by certain Native Gentlemen, resident i
Caleutta.

9. The Lientenant Governor will he glad to receive from the Chamber of
Commeree, any representations on the subject of this Memorial, which they may
e disposed to subm
that if any change is to be made in the Municipal Management of Caleuita,
having for its object. to give.n greater share in the management to the inhbi-
tants of the town, it will, in his opinion, be essential that any such change
should provide for a large infusion of Linglish influence, intelligence, and encrgy,

Judicial.

merec, the panying copy of a Memorial

;3 and in conveying this intimation, he instrmeéts me to add

which are specially nceded in the management of & Town more English than
auy other town in India, and which has grown to its present importanee mainly

from the cffeets of the large and increasing resort to it of respectable Buglish- -

men.
1 have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) W. GREY,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
To rur HON’BLE FREDERICK JAMES MALLIDAY,
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal.
The Tumble Petition of the undersigned
Inhabitants of the Cily of Culeutla,
Sunweri,—That your Petitioners are possessors of cxtensive real property
in the city, and deeply intcrested in its prosperity, and as such, desive with due
respect to Iy before yonr Honor their opinions as to the reforms required in the
constitution of the Municipal Board of Commissioncrs, to seeure the improves
ment of the Town and the cfficient management of its affairs,

i

2. Tt your Petitioners arc satistied with the constitution of the Munici-
pal Commission, as regards the appointment of two official Members by the
Govermuent, and e grateful for the privilege extended to the inbabitauts of
Calentta of sharing in the management of their Municipal concems through
their Tlective Commissioners.  But they regard the system of election provided
by Act X. of 1852, to be n failure, hecause, although wnderstood aud appreci-
ated by the npper and more educated classes of the infiabitauts, it is wholly
msuited o the bulk of those who are called upon to excreise the right of clection.

. That the salary of the-Office of Municipal Commissioner is too small to
induce the more respeetable portion of the Native gentry to offer themsclves as
s by means

candidates. Nor ean such persons permit themselves to eanvas for vots
of Agents, so long as they are liable (in consequence of the trifling salary
attached to the Office) to the imputation of being actuated by interested motives.

4th. That respectable persons being thus exeluded frow hecoming candidates,
the choice of the voters has been limited among those to whom the salary was
am objeot, and who ad o higher purpose in view. Morcover, in consequence
of the imperfect knowledge possessed by the voters of their duties and respon=
sibilities, low intrigues and corrupt practices ave employed to a great extent as
the means of sceuring clection.

Sth. That your Petitioners do not pretend to have a full knowledge of the
means resorted to for multiplying votes, but they bave reason to believe that
the following axe frequently practised :— : )

First.—The systematic issue of voting tickets in fietitious names, orin the
nanes of persons long ago deceased, in collusion with the subordinates attached
to the Office, over whom the Elective Commissioners ean always, from their
position, exercise some degree of madue influence, and thereby make those

Officers subservient to their corrupt practices
Secondly~The suppression, in concert with the said Officers, of bond fide
applications for voting tickets from persons enitled to them.
Thirdly- ased individuals at the
time of the
Fourthly~1The creation on the cecasion of the anmual clections, merely to

The false personation of fictitious or de
plections, whereby votes may be mnltiplied to any estent.

swell the votes for particular candidates, of fictitious leases of a number of small
houses or'patehes of Tand, the oceupiors or holders of which arc not individually
entitled to votes.

Gth. That your Petitioners have also grounds to believe that, as under the
operation of Act XVI, of 1847, when the voters we
people of il grades and occupatious, all attempts a detection were considered

re. numerous and c

mprised

hopeless 3 5o under the present lw, which hus roduced the munber of voters by
cribing . ccrtain standard, the croation of pretended occupiers of lands and
G with the connivance with the owners for the purpose of multiplying

effeeted with sueh tact and artifice, as to bafile discovery and prevention,

v
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7th. t your Petitioners believe it was the intention of the Legislature
that the Tleetive C issi should be resp ble persons, ing the
coufidence and able to vepresent the sentiments of the community, and qualified
to co-operate with official Members in effecting the sanatory and other reforms,
30 urgently requited ; and your Petitioners have no hesitation in assuring your
Honor that not only they i lly, but all Native Gentlemen of rank and
position, would, under a different system of clection, consider it an honor to form
a partin rotation of the Municipal Commission, and gladly devote their time and
local knowledge to the important objects of improving and embellishing the city.
Sth. Your Petitioncrs therefore pray that your Ionor will be pleased to
reform the Municipal Board, by procuring the repeal of so much of Act X. of
1852, as allows Blective Members to sit on that Board; and by substituting for
them a large number of Honorary Members, selected tricnnially in equal propor-
tions from among the uropean and Native Candidates by the Grand Jurors
assemblod at the first sessions of the year, orin the cvent of there being no candi-
dates, from among their own body, or any individuals they may think fit to nomi-
nate; and in case the Grand Jurors fail to make such nomination, reserving to the
the power of nominating any whom it may think qualified for the
post; your Petitioners also humbly suggest, that Municipal Commissioners be
vesfed, during their incumbency, with the powers of a Justice of the Peace, or
such other distinction as may be deemed proper.
: And your Pétitioners, ns in duty
bound, shall ever pray, &e:
(Signed). RADIAKANT RAJAH BATTADOOR.

. Culoutta, " RAJAH KALIKISHNA BAIIADOOR.
The 18th May, 1854. T .. GREENDER CHUNDER GHOSE. -

" SREEKISSEN SING.

" PROSUNNO COOMAR TAGORE.

. 1IORO COOMAR-TAGORI,

. GREENDERNAUTH TAGORT.

n NOGENDERNAUTIH TAGORL.

. NOBOCOOMAR MULLICK.

o SHAM CHURN MULLICK.

- DENOBUNDOO MULLICK.

” RAMSEBUCK MULLICK.

" RAJENDRO MULLICK.

» ' DEBENDERNAUTIL TAGORE.

" DEGUMBER MITTRE.

» RAJENDER DUTT,

" AUSOOTOSII DEY,

” ANNUNDCHUNDER MITTRE.

. BRINDABUNCHUNDER M{TTRE.

; ROMMANATIL PAGORE.

. RAMAPERSAUD ROY.

(True opy,)
(Sigued) TIODGSON PRATT,
Under Seey. to the Govl. of Bengal.
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Bencan CuaMBER or COMMERCE,
Calcutta, 11tk July 1854,
W. GREY, Esa.,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.

Sin,—1 ax instructed by the Committee of the Chatber to acknowledge, with °
thanks, your letter of the 8th ultimo, forwarding, for the information of the
Chamber, a copy of a Memorial addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor by
¢ Gentlemen, resident in Caleutta, relative to the Municipal Govern-

certain N

ment of this city.
The Chumber of Commerce fully concurs with the Memorialists, with reference

to the prosent Municipal Commission, that “ the system of clection provided
by Act X. of 1852, is a filure, beeause, although wnderstood and appreciated
%y the upper and more cducated classes of the iubmbitants, it is wholly
« gnsuited to the bulk of those who e called upon to exercise the right

& of clection.”

Nothing can be more true than the deseription given in the 3rd, 4th and. 5¢h
Sections of the Memorial of the working of the present system. The Office of
Municipsl, Commissioner is now coveted only by needy and intriguing men
of infefior position in Native cirdles, to whom the present triffing salary even is
an object, and who devote their time and attention chicfly o securing their ve-
election {rom year to year by all manner of cormpt practices.

The Committee of the Chamber, in common with all persons intevested in
the welfare of Caleutta, fecls that a chunge is indispensable, if it be intended
that the affairs of the city should be officiently administered, and that the iuch
needed improvements showld be carried out in draining, lighting, and supplying
water to the town.

\Whilo however the Chamber of Commerce fully agrees with the Memorialists
so far, as well as in the belief that wnder o different system Native Gontlemen
of rank and position would consider it an honor to form, part of the Municipal
Gommission, and would devote their time and knowledge to the discharge of
their duties,—I am directed to sny, that the substituted mode of clection as
proposed by the Memorialists, viz., the sclcction triennially of Commissioners
6y the Grand Jurors nssembled at the first sessions of the year” appewrs to
be by 1o means @ happy iden. Failing the action of the Grand Jury in ccrtain’
contemplated cases, the nomination is proposed to be left to the Government ;
and it scems to the Committee that such nomination would be best left altoge-
ther with the Govermmnent. .

Were the qualification of voters so mised as to exclude from the clective
franchise all the objectionable classcs, the number of voters would be too much
reduced to allow their acts to be considered as the free expression of public
opinion. The same objection applies even more strongly to the acts of the 30
or 40 individuals who might happen to be summoned on the Grand Jury for the

¥
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ns of cachr yeari—and in the Jatter case unduc influence in securing
om, 1ight be very casily excreised by intercsted parties 3 in fact the
summoning Officcr, might control the dlection to an inconvenient

Sommitttee of the Chamber therefore desires to record its opinion that
e Members of a reformed and enlarged Municipal Commission, should he
named by Govermnent, that they should he entrusted with large powers, and
thiat the nomination should be triennial, as suggested by the Memorialists.

The Committee cordially re-cchoes the opinion of the Lientenant-Governor
that any change should provide for a large infusion of British influence,
, and energy, in the management of the town ; and it believes that
Drit h subjeets of all classes would cheerfully co-operate in carrying out the
ohjects of nny welldigested plan for giving increased cfficiency to the Municipal
Cominission, -

Withont entering into details unnecessarily, the Committee would suggest
that an able Civil Engincer as well as Scerctary should form part of the
cstablishment of the Municipal body.

1 have the honor to be,
Sin,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) I W. I WOOD,

Seerctary.”

|
i
i
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APPENDIX F.
BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE—CALCUITA, 1sT NOVEMBER, 1854.

Monthly Statement of Sales and Stocks of Imports, including all Goods
*in Ships actually reported, whether landed or not.

" Sales. Stocks.

8,923

COPPER, ...... T3

uuumn, &e.,
Yellow Metal,
Australia, .

otal, Ty. Mds., 21 9,471
IRON,.... Flat, Square & Boli, Ty. M(.s, 2,358 7,697
Round Rod in Bundles, 840 3,228
Nail Rod, . 450 2,850
Hoop, coreeeeee 646 2,700
Sheet, 15,471
Plates, ...
Swedish, ... ,288

Total, Fy. Mds., | 4,878 38,284

LEAD, ee P
Shec
White,
Red, o.e

Ty. Mds,,

“Total, Iy. Mds.,

QUICKSILVER, .viveeeiiversneensesenee Bottles,

SPELTER, .uveve veree seveveenesene Ty, Mds,,

SIBBL, oo Doglly o Ty Mis,
Suvodishy covseerencens

Total, ¥y, Mds.,
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Salcs. Stocks.
TIN PLATES, . Boxes, 651 2,438
TWILLS, . Grey, all kinds, ... ... Picces, | 1,999 100
» Bleached, . C1 1,450 2,400
Total, Picces, 3,449 2,500
MADAPOLLAMS,—Grey, 30 to 33 in., Picces, i 64,847 85,350
above 38 in., 5,900 2,300
» —White, all kinds, wvveveves | coeeenss D
Total, Pieces, | 70,747 87,650
TWIST, wovereees Grey Mule—20, . Bales, 43 92
30, . . 155 190
40, 1,612 1,053
50, 357 153
60, 207 68
70, 66 29
80, 67 20
90, 28 9
100, 14 2
upwards, 10 42
» ’lurkey Red, 68 383
» 26 128
» - 35 72
Total Bales, | 2,688 2,241
SHIRTINGS, ... Grey, 40 inch, . Picees,
Low under 7lbs., . 76,
Middling 7 and 8lbs., 26,660
Tine above 8lbs,, . ’ 22,400
45 inch—all reeds, . 11,610 46,411
inch, 2,120 3,350
54 inchi—all ¥inds, 15,584 31,344
Total, Picces, |1,80,515 | 2,06,851

—Bleached,—86 inch, .

Total, Pieces.

18,838

Sales. Stocks.
SHIRTINGS,...Figured,—40 yards, 7,350 18,700
50 yards upwalds, .. 4,260 3,620
Total, Pieces, | 11,610 17,320
BROCADES,... All Kinds, voeveevenernsne Pleces, | 7,938 13,047
JACONETS, ... Grey, 40 inch, ...ivroe Picces,

50 reed and under,
52 10 56 reed,

60 and upwards,
25 ehtall Kinds,

Totl, Picces,

. Picces,
all widths,

Tine, .

Total, Pieces,
DOMESTICS, Grey,—all kinds, :..... Picces,
T. CLOTH, ... Grey,—all kinds, ...... Picces,

Bleached,
oW, -
Medium,

Fine, .-
Colored,
Gey,

CAMBRICS, ...

Pieces,

Total, Pieces,

BOOK MUSLINS, Low Books or Power, P
Loom 7°° to 1199, { %
TFine Books 11°° upwds., ...
Total, Picces,
MULLS, . —Girey, 7°° to 11°°, ... Pieces,
—Bleached, Tow  Power
Loom, 7 to 11°°,
Tine Mulls,

Total, Picces,

T

74,098
150
8,053
71,261 | 1,65,478
75,900
82,529 8,390
19,001 4519
74,033 | 16,809
2,425 7,107
4,160 7,400
y 1800
4,245 8795
3,310 1,200
2696 | verrennns
6,611 9,420
21,468 | 19,215
100 | 50,626
25,230
100 | 75856
......... 200
22,400 41,536
18,634 | 19,966

41,084 | 61,702
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Sales. | Stocks.

CHINTZ & PRINTS, Bengal Stripes, ... Picees, | weuerr.r 3,058

Neutral e 300 574

Common Fancies, ... 5908 | 33,848

TFast Colored,rveneee . 1,581 10,797

Turkey Red, eerevoreeer 5075 | 29,947

Tmitation ,, . 4947 | 31,915

Total, Picoes, | 17,871 | 1,10,139

LAPPETS, <. Common ......... Piccos, | 27,687 | 1,37,512

Medium and Finey......... | 19,801 | 1,61,892

Total Picces, | 46,988 | - 2,99,404

LAPPET SCARFS, — all kinds,...... Pieces, | 1,076 | 44,025
TURKEY RED, ... Plin Cloth, ...... Picces, | vcou....
7-8 or 24 inch, eveeere | 11,200
9-8 or 32 fnch, ... 4,200
of 33 inch, rreeane

9-8 or 32 inch,
upwds. of 33 inch, ..
—Mulls, all kinds, .
—Jaconets ,, ..
Tancy Shirtings, .

“Lotal Picces,

HANDKERCHIEFS,...Colored Cotton, ... doz,

WOOLLENS,

—Saved Lists, «eov.. Yards,
Broad Cloth, ...
TLadies' Cloth, ...
Spanish Stripes,
Kerseymores, ...
Tancy Wollens,

Alpacas, }
Tlannels,
Blankets, ...

»
« Pairs,

The Sales are given from the Ist to 31st October 1854,

The Stocks are made up to the 31st Octoher 1854,

4507
4,480
1,168
663
26,218 51,983
1,584 8,956
4,819 26,381
12,372 7,142
2,391 11,708
271 7,531
e 180
—

XXXiX.

N. B.—The Returns given in this Statement ave farnished by the following Firms :

Allan, Deffell and Co.
Ashburner and Co.
Borraduile, John and Co.
Traddon and Co.
Carlisles, Nephews and Co.
Cowell, . M. and Co.
Colvin, Ainslie, Cowie and Co.
Durschmidt, Grob, Sand and Co.
. Bwing and Co.
TEglinton and Co.
Edwards, Roper and Co.
Gillanders, Arbuthmot and Co,
Gladstone, Wyllic and Co.
Gouger, Jenkins and Co.
Griffiths, Hay and Co.
Henderson, Wallace and Co.
Henderson, Jas. and Co.
JFamicson and Co.
Jaidine, Skinner and Co.
Keitlewell, Drabblo and Co.
XKelly and Co,

Leach, Rawson and Co.

Livingston, Dearman and Withers.
Lyall, 3. and Co.

Mackillop, Stewart and Co.
Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Co,
Norman, Brothers and Co,
Pearce, Macrao and Co.

Teel, Belluirs and Co.
Pennington and Co,

Potter and Co.

Ralli Brothers.

Ralli and Mavrojani.

Ram Gopaul Ghose and Co.
Robinson, Balfour aud Co.
Schilizzi and Co,

Schoone, Kilbura and Co.
Shand, Fairlic and Co.

"Smith, Yaric and Co.

Turner, Cadogan and Co.
Wicnholt, Brothers and Co,

11, W. 1. WOooD,
Secretary.
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Co/s Rs. [AJP.
709 115,
5,000 | 0l 0
7,182 | 0/ 0

100 | 0! 0

6,638 0 0

Co.’s Rs....

» 544 0 O
»» Interest for six months on Company’s Paper

. Rs.

Mofusssil

Members, ...

By Balance of 30th April, ...
5> Government Securities,
5 Subscriptions,
from
of 5,000, Rupees,-..

,» Ditto

6

5

APPENDIX G.
Co’s Rs. |A|P.
5,536 | 0, 0
7,435 115 6
12,991 |

Co.s Rs....

paid Chintamony Dey,.
phan Press,.....

> Office Fumiture, paid Bum and Co.,

Statement of the Funds of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce for the Half-year ending 31st October, 1854,
aid Military Or

ng, p:

rges Greneral

Cash in Bank of Bengal,

Company’s Paper,

C
Py

To Office Rent, paid Bonded Warchouse, ...
1 Secretary’s Salary,
,, Balance—

»

MEMBERS OF TIE CTTAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Allan, Deffell and Co.

Apear and Co.

Anderson, W.

Borrdaile, mlm and Co.
Braddon and Co

Carlisles, L\'L-pl\c\\'s and Co.
Carter, J. W.

Chureh, James Jun. and Co.
Cowell, James.

Colvin, Ainslie, Cowic and Co:
Crooke and Grey.
Mmd—@a

Dossobhoy, Framjce, Cama and Co.
Bwing anil Co.

]wlnnuu and Co.

Foster, Rogers and Co.
(‘11L\\u'lo|s, Arbuthnot :\n«l Co.
orne and Co.

Gladstone, Wyllie and Co.
Gilmore, Md(llh in and Co.
Gouger, Jenkins “and Co.
Gordon, Stuart and Co.
Griffiths, Hay and Co.
Gooroo Churn Scin.

Tloare, Miller and Co.
Haworth, W. and Co.
Tlenderson, Wallace and Co.
Hurris Chunder Bhose.
Jenkins, John:

Jamieson and Co.

Jardine, Skimuer and Co.
Kettlewell, Dmbblc and Co.
Kelly, and C

Leach, Rawson and Co.
Lovall, I1. P,

e,

MOTUSSIL
Buchanan, Paterson and Co,—Ioul-

mein.
Beecher, \Vm.———(‘nwhmh/, Aumu

Livingston, Dear nnu mnl Withers.
Lyall; James and C

Laroche, C
Mackillop, Stewart an
Mackinnon, B '\I.\cl\umc and Co.
\[ulmlm and Co.

Mackenzic, Lyall and Co.
Martin, Pillans and Co.

Moran, W. and Co.

Nor ])\olhen and Co.
Paterson, and G

Pearce, Macrac 'u\d Co.

Peel, Bellaivs and

Peunington and Co.

Potte Co.

Purricr and Co. .
Prestwieh E.

Pdnnol]u, . and Co.

Ralli Brothers.
Ralli and Mayrojani.

Ram Gopaul Glosc nnd Co.
Robinson, Balfour and

Rajender Dutt and Kally Bass Dutt.
Robertson, J. L.

Sanmel Smith, Sons and Co.

Sel
Shand, Fairlie and Co.
Smith, Farie and Co.
Sama Churn Mitter.
Thomas, R. and Co.
Taudy, J. 0'B.
Valette, A.
Wattenhach, Heilgers and Co.
Weinholt, B\ol,l\cls and Co.
Wills, Augustin and Co.

MEMBERS.

Kenny, I. T —Snljmnnmlmh

Loungden, G. IL.—, .

]\l.\cn(, Beghie ‘\n(l u) ~— Moulmein.
T

Brae, 1. and T.

Crisp and Co.— Rangoon.

Devorell, IL—Ackergunge.

“Forbes, Alexander,—Dacca.

Guppy, S.—Bully Klal.

Gale, John.—Pundonl.

amilton, Higginson and Co.—Mir-
<apore.

Savi, R —No ulm/lu
Wist and Glass.—Daced.

8
i s 27

LSRG,

_—

B LAV

457

R




BULES AND REGULATIONS

or T

BENGAL CHAMBER 0T COMMERCE,

AJoptéd

Tirst......

Second...

Tlhird....,

at a General Meoting of the Chamber, on' Mon--

day, the 9t day of May, 1853,

That the Society shall be styled “ Tnr Bexcarn Cran-
pur or CoMMEROE.” ’ :

That the objéct of the Chamber shall be fo watch. over
and protect the general interests of Commerce;. to collect
information on all matters of intefest to the Mercantile

Community; and to use every means within its power,

for the removal of evils, the redress of - grievances, and

the promotion of the common good; to " communicate.

with authorities and individual parties thereupon ; to
form a code of practico whereby the transdction. of
Dusiness may he simplified and facilitated; to receive re-
ferences and ‘to arbitrate between disputants.. " The deci-
sions in such references heing recorded for future
guidance. R .

That it beinghighly desirable not to recognize any principle
of exclusion, all persons engaged or interested in the
Commerce or Shipping of Bengal shall, upon payment

. of the Subseription and on signature of the Rules and

Fourth....

Fifth......

Siath

Eightl...

Ninth..o

Lenth....

xliii

Regulations, be adwmissible as Members in the manner
hereinafter described.

That Candidates for admission, proposed by one Member
and seconded by another, shall be ballotted for, and a
majority of votes shall decide the clection.

That voting by proxy, or by Members whose subscriptions
arc in arrear, be not allowed.

That the Chamber reserves to itself the right of expelling
any of its Members; such expulsion to e decided by the
votes of three-fourths of the Members of the Chamber.
That a majority of the firms constituting the Chamber shall
be held sufficient to form any General Meeting, at which
although two or more partners of one firm be present,
they are to count in voting as only onc Member; and
no two Members of one firm can be at the same time
Mombérs of the Committee. ) -
That the monthly subscription of cach Member or firm he
Rupees 16, subject hercafter to increase or reduction as
may he decided by a General Meeting, .
"That the business and funds of the Ghamber shall be manag-
ed-by a Committec of scven Members, consisting of the
Dresident and Vice-President, and five Members, to
De elected annually at a General Mecting of the Chamber
in the month of May ; the President, or, in lis absence,
the Vice-President, being Ex-Officio Chairman of the
Committee, and in the absence of the Presidont and Vice-
TPresident, the Committed 'to elect its own Chairman, Foiur
to form.a quorum; the Chaivman i casos. of cquality
having the casting vote.

That the Commitiee shall mect on such day of every weck
as it may fix as most convenient, for the purpose of trans-
acting such business as may come within the limits of
the objects of the Chamber, and  that - its proceedings e
laid on the table-open to the inspection of Members, subjoct
to suclh regulations as the Committee may deem expedient.




xliv

Eleventh..  That in the Committee created by the absence
of Members from the Presidency for two months, or by,
departure for Burope, or by death, be filled up at a Ge-
neral Meeting by a majority of the Members prosent
thereat.,

Tuwelfth..... That the Sceretary be clected by the Committee; such
election to he subject to confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting. ’

Thirteenth.. That the General Meetings of the Chamber he held
from time to time as the Committee for the time being
may deem necessary.. That a Special CGreneral Meeting
shall be called by the President, or, in his absence, by
the Vice-President, or by his order on the requisition of
any five firms, Members of the Chamber, to be held
within five “days subscquent to the reccipt of such
requisition.

Fourteenth., That all Proceedings of the Committee he subject fo
approval or otherwise of General Meetings duly con-
vened.

Fifteenth... That strangers visiting the Presidency may be introduced
as Honorary Members for two months by any Member of
the Chamber inserting their names in a hook to be kept
for that purpose.

T “That the Committee be empo d to make Bye-laws,
which shall not be of any foree until approved of by a
General Meeting,

enteenth. That an Annual Report of the Proceedings be pure-
pared ; and, after heing approved of at a Gengral Mect-
ing, printed and circulated.

Lighteenth.. 'That the above Rules be added to, or altered, only by

a majority of Members of the Chamber.

Nineleenth., That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an authenti-
cated copy, subscribed by cach Member on admission,
be keptas part of the recordsof the Chamber. That

printed copies be forwarded to Members of the Chamber,

ii
J

xlv

to the Scerctary to Government, and to such other parties or
authorities as it may be desivable to make acquainted with the
objects and Rules of the Association.

The Scventlh Rule, as modified at a. General Mecting of the Cham-

ber, held on Monday, the 27th day of November 1854,

That any number of Members present shall he held to con-
stitute a General Meeting, called in conformity with the Rules of
the Chamber, for the despatch of ordinary business ; but that no
change in the Rules of the Socicty can be considered except at a
General Meeting at which the majority of the Members of the
Chamber shall e present.

¥, CAKBERY, BENGAL MILITARY ORPLAN PRESS.
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