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Proceedings q_f a Gcn'c!.Y(}.Icding nf the Bengal Cham­
ber '!.f Commerce, -lwld on Tlwrsdag the lSth f!l J..llag 
1854 . 

• TAs. ~T. l\L\.ClillSZIE1 ESQ., President, in the Chair. 

TnE RcJlOrt of the Committee for the Ilnlf-ycnr en dell 
30th AJlril having been read, the following Hcsolutions 
were nnnuimonsk carried. · 

I.-That the .. l~cport, of the Committee be. received, 
printed, and circulated. 

2.-Thnt the.nppointment hy the Committee of 1Ir. 
'"Y-ooc1 as Secr_c:t:!l:~'Y to the Chamber, in the room of 11Ir. 
l~obj_IJ§9ll rCsignccl! J.>c confirmed. 

3.-Thnt the thanks .of the Chamber nrc due, nnd be 
gin•n, to the lntc Committee for their able scrYiccs durh!g 
the pnst year. 

4.-Thnt the following Gentlemen form the Committee 
for tl1e ensuing year. 

~Ir. Jns. J. 1\Inckenzie, ........................ Pn·sidcnt. 
, D. il.[ackinlay, .................... Vice President. 

Mcssr~. D. Cowie, C. B. Skinner, \r. Dlnndcll, C. II. 
Dailey, nud J. 1). i~IcKilligin. 

After fl Yote of thrmks to the Clminnnn, the nrccting 
scpnmtccl. 

JI. W. ,T. WOOD, Sccretm;•r. 
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BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 

YoUR CoMMITTEE has now to submit to. the Cham­
ber of Commerce its Report for the Half-year ending 
the 80th April. 

Appended to the Report will be found the cor>•es­
pondencc that has taken place between your Com­
mittee and the several Departments of the Govern­
ment, 01~ 'Various subjects of interCst to the Commercial 
Community. 

Your Co~ittee regrets to report that the actioi1 
of Government on most of those subjects, so brought 
to its notice, has as yet been chiefly confined to pro­
mises; but it believe~ that ere long more substantial 
proofs will be given 9f official attention to the deve-
lopment of the commerce and resources of the country. 1 

In Appendix A. is given the result of the survey Sunoy ortho // 

. of the !\{_11tlah. The report of the Committee, ap- Mutmh. ! I 
pointed to inquire into the state of the River_Hoog~, 1 1 

·has been delayed by circumstances beyond the Com-
mittee's control, and, until that report is published, 
it would be premature iu yonr Committee to allude 
fnrthcr to the subject. 

_..._ ____ _ 
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Shijt-burning, 

There is one considern£ion however connected with 
that inquiry, that will before long command the 
earnest attention, not only of the Mercantile body, but 
of all classes connected with Calcutta.. Your Com­
mittee -rcfcf•s to the trq,~1sfcr of tho trade of the Port 
to the rig1~t }__,_~~lf 9J tJ!_~ ]Jiycr, that will-slowly per­
haps but snrely-fo11ow on the completion of tho line 

of ~ai_1-:w~y f!·om )Io~r.~h :tq the Upper P_r~?vinccs, 
unic"sS b~tJl.-banks arc made to pnrticipatc equn1ly in 
the advantages of the Railway. 

The depreciation of propertY in Calcutta. would in 
that case bq so enormous, tha,t it behoves all interested 
to grapple with the difficulty betimes. 

Your Committee is inclined to thin];:,· that the best 
mode of secm'ing this equal participation in the bene. 
fits of the Railway, would be to have a short branch 
line from Calcutta to join the present one, crossing 
the River by a Bridge, a little below Pult.ah Ghat, 
and to leave the communication between the two 
b'anks here to he kept up by means of 'efficient steam 
Ferries.: It may be well tlmt the Chamb~r should put 
itself in early communication with the authorities of 
the East India Railway on the subject. 

The East India and China, ~ssocia,tion, in a late 
-report, states tha.t the hopes held out by the Penin~ 

~ubr_ ~~d qrie~~~.al- Company of :1 change in the dat·c·S 
of the dCparturc from hence of the 1\fu.il Steamers, 
have been realised, and tlmt those dates will he for. 
the future the 8th and 22nd ·of each moutl1. The. 
subject, however, still requires the earnest ·attention 
of the Chamber. 

Your Committee Iws hnd furLl1er correspondence 

with the Government on the subject of Ship-burning. 
The letters are given in Appendix C., bUt ti~- -Sllf;ject 
still remains-where it has been since. 1851-under 
the considemtion of Government. 

The same remark applies to the extension to India 
of the Enactment abolishing the bws against ~1Sll:~'Y~ 

Your Committee had hoped by --illiS--tinle ·-t·o have n~u~sotoGhr.t 
been aUc to congratulate you on the rapid progress nnd Sheds. 

towa.rds completion of a llew Custom Hg!J:~Q~_QJ.l.~L~_; 
but although its construction has been sanctioned by 
Government, it cannot now he even commenced till 
after the next-raius,.the whole of the dry season having 
been totally lost. 

'Appendix D. includes a correspondence on the sub­
ject of Sh~l!__g].l_.tlw D.!!?t9ID- .House Ghilt. It will he 
observed, that the Government exhibits a singular 
and, by the official letters, unexplained repugnance to 
accede to the earnest wishes of the Coilllllercial body 
to have tha.t accommodation ; mid defers the furthel' 
consideration "of the matter till the Gh11.t shall have 
been completed. For the convenience of trade;· it is 
of importance, however, that the construction of the 
Ghtl.t and Sheds should go together ; and the accom­
modathm in question .is well worthy of the continued 
ntiention of the Chamber. 

\Vith reference to the correspondence, relative 

to the ~~~~~- .Q~~~~-' appended to your Com­
mittee's Report of 1st N ovembcr, yonr domillittec 
has much pleasure in informing the Chn.mbcr that 
the new Canal therein adverted to has been sanc­
tioned, aucl 'IYill prove of grOat nclvantage to that 
traJfic. 

.. 



~t.dmJ~~s!~~s Cl:~!~e~:rl~;p~~::::.c~f ;;l~~~~l~~:li~~c~ ;o~~~b:~~ 
relative to th~ proposed Admit~i-~t-~n~QE9~~eral's .t\c_t, 
is given i11 Appendix E .. ; an~l as tho reports of the 
Governments of both those presidencies rehtive there­
to have now probably been received by the Supreme 
Government, your Committee mn.y reasonrLbly express 
fL hope thfLt the publicntion of an amended Dra.ft Act 
will not be much longer dClayed. 

soooilcrbtmd The state of the Soonderbund ~i~ers, _with re-
Rivcrs. ference to boat traffic, having been brought to· the 

notice of your Committee, applicrLtion for informrLtion . 
was made to Government. That information was at 
once given, a.ncl appears in Appendh: F. · 

Marinonms. A long correspondence on the subject of the 
payinent of Mar~~~g~_ w11l be found in Appendix 
G. The vrLrious suggestions of the Committee luwe 
not been adopted by the Superintemlent of MrLrinc ; 
but the main object, that of the more c::xpeditious 
collection of dues and pn.yment of re·fnnds, appca,rs 
to have been attained by other methods. 

Dl.k Routes. The question of the comparative merits of the 
:fl~~E9.~e. and ~~~!?bulpore 1:oute;; has been already 
before the Chamber; and your Committee will there­
fore only remark, that the agitation of the question 
has· been productive of good, inasmuch as strenuous 
exertions have been successfully made by the Post 
Office authorities, to accelerate the speed of the :Q~ 
by the Jubbulpo~re route._ The correspondence ap­
pears in Appendix H. 

siJ;~c~!ns.on At the request of some Members of the Chamber, 
a cmmmmica~ion was addressed by your Committee, 

to the Financial Secretnry to Government, respect­
ing the mode of paying interest on Sicc~~~ 
in the Mofussil. The inquiry and reply will be found 
in Appendix I. 

Your Committee has had an unsatisfactory cor- Cicnr~ncc 

respondence, (as given in Appendi.....: K.) with the ~n~L~~livory of 

Bom·d of Revenue, on the subject of the 9J.~~!·.~c 
and Deliv~ry of <2J?i!!m .. 

Thefu;ilities asked nre so reasonable, particularly 
that of opening the Godown for delivery at' an earlier 
hour, that your Cmmnittee cannot refrain from ex­
pressing some surprise at the Board's indisposition to 
grant them. Your Committee, however, trusts that, 
en further consideration, the Board will see fit to 
meet the wishes of the Clmmbcr. 

It will be of importrLnce to somc·parties to kriOW, Tn'lnsit or 
tlmt. Sillc and Silk Piece Goods can now be landed at ~i!~:t. &c., in 
Southampton, ~p~ey~ in Dond to London ; 
and your Committee therefore publishes, in 4-ppen-
dix L., a communication from the East India and 
China Association of London. 

The v~ry import.ant questi.on of ~J2.?Et __ J?~:li~I?. Tr~i;~rbut~~~~ 
has engaged the serious attentiOn of your Committee, 
and a letter has been addressed to the Government 
of India., through the Secretary in the Home Depm·t-
ment, urging their repeal. <:!onnectecl with this sub· 

.ject is that. of the duty levied on Cotton imported 
• from Native States, in Upper India, across the Com­

pany's frontier ; and also thnt of the hcmry ~'}nsit 
Duties, levied by ·every petty ·independent chief: 
;;a·;-rcpresent[Ltion has been made to the Supreme 
Government, through the same channel, suggesting 

A 



Tommgo 
Scalo. 

the abolition of the import duty on Cotton, and an 
authoritative adjustment by the Executive, of the 
dues levied by Naiive Princes under British protec­
tion. To these communications there has not been 
time for receiving any reply; but the letters are 
given in Appendices M. and N. 

The want of an authorised scale of tonnage, as a 
guide in the absence "of a specialC;lltritCt:-h.·ui long 
been felt by the Commercial Community. That 
want has been supplied by the scale adopted at the 
General Meeting of the Chamber, held on the 28th 
February, to commence on 1st September of this year. 
The scale is given in Appencli"\: 0. 

ncturns or Your Committee, during the past year, framed :! 
~~y~;,s ~ua form for ;t].tJP,~ __ 2f ~§_tQ.QJi:l:l __ of__Gqp_q~, held. bjr the 

Meinbers of the Chamber. With their aid, this 
return will gradually become a valuable addition to 
the local statistics of trade. 

Accowits, 

Library, 

Appendix P. is a statement of the ~~-a!L~~J_posi­
t~~:!__9.~-~~~~.-Q~!"9-l?m:, which is encouraging. 

Your Committee has commenced the formation of 
a ~~b:t:_~ry~ of works of reference on subject; connect­
eel with Commerce ; but much still' remains to he 
Uone. 

Your Committee, at. the close of this first year of 

the revival of the ~~~9~~ _ Ch~~~el~_?f _9o!nm~_r-~?1 
records its conviction of the great capabil_ity of. 
effecting public good, that is inherent in the Cham- • 

. her, .if cordially suppo~·ted by the Commercial body 
generally. Much may not yet liave been done, for 
heretofore Government has rarely rcccivcd,-still 
more rarely nclopted,-suggestiom:i from Commercial 

________ I 

men as ~ body; but in proportion ns the Chamber 
hereafter shall represent the colle9tive feeling of the 
Mercantile Commtmity, will thC disposition of the 
authorities to attend to its representations increase. 

Your Committee announces, with much regret, 
the loss to the Chamber of its Secretary 1\fr. T. M. 
Ro~1SOJ;!, who has resigned in order to join a OOID­
mercial :firm. Your Committee gladly bears testi­
mony to his intelligent and untiring ~eal in the 
service of the Chamber. 

~,.__g. W. J. Woocl has been appointed by your 
Committee to the ·vacancy, subject to your approval. 

JAS. J. MACKENZIE, 

~ENGAL CrrN.IBER OF Cmn.mncE,} 
Calcutta, 1st May 1854. 

• 

-----·-::; .... 

President. 

SecJ"e/ary. 
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Al'P E NDIX A. 

M U TL A H SUR V E Y, 

No. 902. 

FnoM rur. UNDER*SECRE'l'ARY TO TJI£ GOYER~l\illNT or BENGAL, 

To rnr: SECRETARY ro ru.c BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE. 

Dated, Fort William, 1st December 1853. 

Sm,-In continuation of the letter from this Office, No. 1398, 
dated the 20th ,July last, I am directed by tlte Most Noble the 

Governor of Bengal, to transmit herewith, for the information of the Chamber 
of Commerce, a copy of a letter from Lieut. C. Y. Wurd, commanding tlte 

Ilon'ble Company's Sun·cying Vessel ]{1'islma, reporting the l'Csult of his 

cxnminntion of the l\Iutlnh Hiver. 
I have, &c., 

(Signcrl) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Under~Sccy. to tlw Govl. of Bc11gal. 

'l'o II. IIUWE, Esq., 
Secretary to the Superintendent of Marine. 

Sm,-1 h:wc the honor to report, for the information of the Superintendent 
of :Marine, 1hc arrhalof tl1c Hon'blc Company's Surveying Vessels under my 
couunanrl, having completed the examination of the Mutlah RiYer. 

I find that no material dmugcs have taken place in the River since surveyed 
in 1839; in tlte uppflr part or tltat portion frmu the :Mnnik Khnl to the Attnrn­
bancn, there appears to be no alteration; from the Mnnik Khul to the Sen, does 
110L appear to l1avc been so minutely surveyed; in consequence there appears:~ 
difference in the surveys: the bnnks at tlw Sandheads rcmnin the same witl1 
the exception, that the bar, formerly existing in the Eastern Channel, has 

apparently been washed away. . . . 
'fhc banks at the Snndhends nrc formed of n very fine sand pfn greyish 

color; in the Channels the bottom is n stiff blue mud, nflbrding good anchoring 
ground; the banks in the River nrc also of snnd1 but with n coaling of very 
softmud. . 



It is high water on the ihil and clmngc a~ the Sandlteads nt 9 hmu's and at 
tllC head of the River at IIli, 45m.; rise and fnllntSnmllicmlsH.et,atthe 
mouth of the! llivm· it is 12 fcet1 anrl nt the hend of the River it is 14~ feet. 
The tides rUn with n velocity of 4t miles JWr lwur during the springs, nud about 
twomilesonthC!neaps. , ' 

The least water in tlte Channell find to be four fntlJOmS nt low water ~pring 
tideS; there is tlwrefore nothing to prevent Y cssels of tl1e largest tonnage 
proceeding up to tlw ri1·er at nil times. 

The iltir copy of the Survey will be forwarded when complete. 

Calcuffa, 1 
Nov.J5,!853.J 

FurtWilliam, } 
;l[m•ine Supdt.'s Offira, 
Tl1eHUI1Nov.!853, 

Ihnvc,&c., 
(Signed) C. Y. W ATID, Lieut., 

Cumrlg. I£. Cu.'s Surv. Y. K1·islma. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) H. II01YE, 
Secrelai'!J. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Umler-Saey. io the Govt. of Bengal. 

Peninsular & Oriental Company's Mail Steamers. 

To II. P, LOVELL, F.sQ., 
Careuua, 22nd November 1853. 

Awmt mul Suptlt, of ihc P. ami 0. Company. 

Sm,-I nm directed by the Committee oftl~e Be!Jgnl ChmnlJer of Commerce, 
to address yon on tim subject of the {\espntch oftl1e 11fni!s for Europe, .hy tlw 
:vessels ~fyonr Company, which, ns nt present effected, causes much p~hlic 
meom•cmenee to all pnrties present in, nnd resident nt, moderate distnnecs 
from Cnlentt:, and must be to tltosc nt greater distances most ·embnrrnssing 
from uncertamty as to the latest d~ty for closing the Mails nt the Post Office. 

By the terms of .tl~e new ·contract of J'Oilr Company with the Lords of tliC 

Admiralty, their VesselB n~e bound to leaYe the Sandl1eads for Sen, at not 
Inter thnn B r. ~1., on the Gtl1 and 20th of enel1 montl1• 

Although tlw Chnmber of Commerce is of opinion, thnt tlwse dntcs mi""ht 
ve:y n_dvn_ntageously haYe been re~plneed by tltOE(l of tl1e Slit nml 22ml, yet"'no 
obJeCtiOn Js urged to the departure of th(l Steamer~ fl'Otn the S:mdheads 118 

now nrrnngcd; httt the Chambercon~iders itmosi objectionable, t.lmt the dntcs 
of the 1lcll{lateh by the Post Office, of tl1e several Mails, should vnry with 
every despatch, and he llepqpdeni on the dcpnrtm-e of Steamers as regulated 
by the state of the River and its tides. • 

The srncc _of time between the arrival and departure of the in-coming and 
out-going Stemners with the Europenn Mails, is ahcndy quite ns limited ~ts is 

convenient to the commerce of the country, nnd every day deducted from it is 
fcltns a serious evil. 

'rhe public nntnrnlly feels, that the l\Inil service ougl1t to subscrve, as much 
ns possible, all its rcasonnble requirements; and t!JC Cha.mber of Commerce 
Lltereforc begs to suggest that your Company should enter into an nnangc­
mcnt with the Post Oflice Authorities, by wl1ich letters would be iuvtn·iably 
received at the Post Oilice, up to the usnnlhour of closing it, on every 5th nml 
19th of tl1e moitLh; the letters so received to be di~paichcd by a light Steamer, 
either from Ca!outta or Diamond Harbour, us most convenient, to overtake the 
Mail Steamers. 

The Chamber of Commerce feels confident of your personal wish to contri~ 
bnOO to tlte extent of your po~vcr to the public convenience, and in that 
conviction strongly urges upon your serious consideration the su~jec~ now_ 
brOttglit to your notice. 

ToT. M. ROBINSON, Esq., 

lnm, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

'.r. M. ROBINS01r, 
Secretary. 

C,!'lculla,·23-rrlNovemberl853. 

See1·etmy to tile Clwmber of Commerce. 

Sm,-1 beg to acknowledge tlte receipt of your letter, dntetl 22nd instant, 
complaining of the inconvenience the public sufli!r from the uncertainty of 
the latest day for closing the :Mails of the Post Office. 

In reply, I beg to inform yon, t.lmt the dates of desratch of .the Steamers, 
under the Mail contracts entered into by this Company witlt Her Majesty's 
Government, nrc fixed by the Lords Commissioners of t1Hl Admirnlty, nml 
I have no authority to make nny alteration in them. It must also be kept in 
,,iew, that any clmngc willneccs3itate a re-alljustmcitt. oftbe dates of depnr~ 
tttres from the othet· p01'ta includccl in the contracts, and that their interests 
nmst nlso be tnh:en into consideration. 

The inconvenience complainCll of by the Committee of the dPnmbct• of 
~ommcrce, arising from the dntes of dcsratclt oftl1e Mails from Cnlcuttn, 
being dependent upon the time of dcparlure of the Steamer, whiclt varies wit!t 
th<.l stnte of the River and ticlcs, couhl be rectified by carrying out the aug-

'-'-~~---------------~-~ 
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gcstion,.to sci1d down the Mails by a sm:l\1 Steamer from CnlcnUn, or Dinmond 

Jlnrbour, to Kedgeree or Snugor; but ns tl1is is n local Poslnl nrr:w.gcmcut, I 
b ,. 1 su«gcst that the proper course fur the .:ommHtcc is to npply to the 
Gc;Yc~nm:nt on the subject. I slmll forwnrll a copy ol' your ldtci: to. the 
Directors of the Compllny for tl1cir considcrntion, rmd ~lwuld tli~Y be .m~lm~d 
to 111cct the views of the Chnmbcr, I shn\1 have much pleasure m usst~bng m 

cnri~ying out the necessary nrrnngcmcnts. 

Your obedient Scn•mJt, 

(Signed) HENRY P. LOVELJ .. , 
Agcul ami Supcri!lfendenl. 

BENGAL Ctl.nmEn or CoMMERCF., 

'25tl!Novembcr1853. 
To II. P. LOVELL, Esq., 

Agent mul Suprlt. P. and 0. Cornpmqt. 

Sm,-1 nm directed by t]JC Committee of tlit Bcngnl.Clmmber of Commerce, 
to ncknowlcdge the rcccipt,of your fnvor of the 23rd mstnnt, nnd to express 
their tlmnks for your promise to bring the subject of their connnunientiun to 
you of the 22nd instnnt to tlm nntiee of the Dh·ectors of your Compnny. 

The Committee will be very much obliged if you will supply them witl1 ll1e 
information as to the exact number of days during whiel1 cnch of tltc Mail 
Steamers of your Company lms been ke}Jt nt Suez mvniting the arrival oftl1c 
Jilails from Europe for the lust 10 or 12 months of their different ,·oynges. 

To ll. P. LOVELL, EsQ.; 

lam, &c., 

(Signe<l) T. !11. IWniNSON, 
Secretary. 

BmiGAL CnAMm;n OF Co~l~r.Enc:r:, 

Calcu/fa1 Gfh11[arch18ii4. 

Agent a11rl Supdf, P. and 0. Compauy. 

Sm,-Referring to my letter to your address of the 25th Novcml1el' last, I 
shnll feel extremely obliged by your informing me, if you have lmd any com­
rilunicntion witll. the Dirlletors o!' your Company, on the subject of the date of 
dcpnrture .. hl:lil Stemm:rs for Suer. from ll1is Purl. 

Inm,&c., 
(Signed) '1'. M. HOniNS01\ 

Rccrcfary. 

'1'. :M, ROlliNSON, Esq., 

P. ANn 0. Sxr.AM NAvJG.\TION CoMI'ANl", 
Calcullu.,GthJl[arch 1854. 

Secrelrll'!f to tlle Be11gal Clwmber of Commerce. 

Sm,-1 luwe to ncknowledgc llJC rect!ipt of your letter of tllis dny's dntc, 
requesting to be informed, wltethcr I communicntetl with the :Directors of this 
Company, regnrding the dnlcs of depnrtlu'c of the Mnil Steamers from this 
Port for Suez. 

In reply, I beg to inform you, tlud I forwarded to the Directors n copy of 
your letter to me upon the subject, rmcl of my reply thereto, and IHn'e now 
the pleasure to enclose to you copy of llteit· answer received by the lust Mnil, 

lnm, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) HENRY P. LOYELL, 

• 
CAt'TAIN II. P. LOVELL, 

Calcutla. 

Agcu/amlSupe1·iutamlenf. 

Loud~n, 24111 Janum'!}18li4. 

·~ Sm,-T!Je eon-espondcnec between yonr.sclf and the Clmmbcr of Com­
" merec nt Cnlcuttn, having been laicl before tl1c Board, I nm directed to 
"express tlJCir approval of your re!1ly to the commmJicntiou from tlmt body, 
"nnd to stnte, that in the event of nny furtl1cr movement in tltis matter, you 
"arc at liberty to intimate, thnt the Directors nrc fully alive to the convc­
" niencc tlmt would result from nn extension of tl1e ordinary period between 
" the arrival nml departure of the 1\Inils at nnd from Cnlcu.tn, and tl1nt they 
"nrc watching Ute working of the present dntes, with n view to nscertnin the 
"prncticability of such nn ulterntion, mtd thn't sl1ould it be found after the fnst 
"Screw Steamers nrc fully nt ;work on tltis side, tlmt the Steamers continue to 

"nrrive at Suez more in ndvuncc of tl1e nl'1'ivnl of the Vessel at Alcxnndrin 
"than is required, they would JlOt sec nny objection, provided the• conse11t of 
''the Admimlty be obtnine!l, to some modification of the terms of the eontrnd 
"as regards the dnys of departure from IIoug Kong nnd Calcutta." 

.(Signed) C. W. IIOWELI~, 
S~rrlary. 

(TmeExtrnct,) 

• 

HENRY P. LOVELL, 
Agent and 8upcri11/emlclll. 



--------~------~~~~ 

Bt:NGAL Cu.uun;n or Co~nmnci:, 
Cnlc!!lta,7/lt11IarcltlS.'i•J. 

To H. P. LOVELL, Esct., 
Agel!! and Supdt. ofilw p, and 0. Steam Navigation Compa11y. 

Sm,-1 beg. to acknowledge the receipt of your iilvor of the Gth instnnt, 
ering copy Ofn letter received from the Directors of your Company, on the 

::~jcct of the dntes of illlpnrturc of the l\Init Steamers from tl•is Port, brought 

to their 11oticc by you some months since. . 
Your letter hns been luid bcfor!l tlu·! Cmnmittee of the Chamber, nnd I mn. 

directed to thank you for it, nnd ut the snme time to beg the furtlH•r ?wor oi 
your communicnting to your Directors, ~hat the Chamber wil~ lou~ WIIh very 
great interest for tl1eir furthci' movements in the mutter, wlnch IS one co~J­
tinuing to occupy a prominent }'osition in the attention of the ComJncrcl~l 
co;nmunity of this Port. ' 

I am, Sir, 

You1· ,·cry obedient Servant, 

(Signel) T. l\1. lWBJNSON, 
Sccrtlary. 

APPEND I X C. 

SH IP·B URN IN G. 

To CECIL BEfnoN, Esq., 

B!!NGAL CnA~tnEn Ol' CoMMI:UCI:, 
Calcuila,Bil1Fabruw·ylB54. 

Secretary to the Government of Be11gal. 

Sm,-On tl1c 30th October lB.'il, the Committee appointed by GoYcrnmcnt 
to inquire. into the causes of Ship-burning, and to devise means for tl1c, 
prevention of the crime of the inccndinris~ of Sl1ips, submitted to Govern­
ment a report, in which the prolmblc causes of the crime WCl'C indicated, and 
the necessity oflcgislative and precautionary measures pointed out. 

Two years and a qua~;tcr have elapsed since the above Committee closed 
ita labor:~t but the public bas no assuraTice, that tllC subjed hns since occupicU, 
in any degree, the attention of Government ; for certainly no legislative action 
has resulted from the recommendations oft.ltereport, though from the nnncxetl 
copies of a correspomlcnce witl• tl1c Home Department, it will he seen, that the 

• 
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probability or speedy legislation for tlw future lli'C,·cntion of Ship-burning, 
was belcl out on the 8th oflnst July. 

'\Vitl•in a few days, lwwever, tl•c Commercial community has lJecn again 
roused to renewed interest in the su~ject, f1·om tl1e 1lcstruc!ion by fire of the 
barque J.liargarcl Skelly, off Culp~~, wl1ilc proceeding down the ri,·cr on her 
outward voyage. At present notlting is ascertained as to tliC cause of the 
fire; but suspicion will fttll on Ute native crew, unless some satisfi1etory l'cnson 
for it ann be assigned . 

. The opportunity is ihvornble for bringing tl1c ~nbject again to the notice of 
Government; and I urn directed tlJcrcforc, by the Committee of the Bengnl 
Chamber of Commerce, to submit most enrnesUy to you, tlmt lCgi~lntion in ilJC 
sense oft he report nbo,·e referred to, is indispensable, nnd to request you to 
move the Most N oblc tlw Governor of Bengal, to tnkc suclt steps ns to him 
mny seem best to ensure so imporln.nt nn object. 
• Tlte destruction by ftrc of the J.lfm'{iaret S!uJUy is tl•e more alarming, 
because the experience of the pnst lends to tlw fear of further similar cnlnmitics. 
IIitherto, one sucl1 misfortune ltns nlwnys been the forerunner of several. The 
clmncc of detection hns hithert~ been so sligllt,-onc conviction only ltnving 
been secured, out of the numm:ous crews strongly suspected of ihc malicious 
firing of Ships,-tlmt the crime of Sl1ip-burning mny be saiU to be committed 
almost with impunity. 

When n Vessel is burnt in the River, tl1c crew nrc· gainers bytllecntns­
trophc, to the extent of one or two montl1s' wages paid in advance, and there­
fore, even wl•en gttiltless of the crime ofinccnUiarism, 1lw lascars are tlwrottgl1ly 
apathetic, nnU cannot bd induced to exert themselves to extinguish the fire 
whenftrst discovercU, 

In any legislation connccte(l witlt Sltip-burning, tltcrcfore, the Committee of 
the Chamber would strongly S11ggcst, that some pro,•ision sltould he made for 
the summary rccovm·y frotn the crew of all ndvnnccs mnrle in anticipation of 
the ''oyagc. Sclf-intercs~ would thus be enlisted on the sille of the safety of 
Ships, aml wou!U prove a valuable nid to the otlter measures for tlte prc\·en­
tion oftltcso destructive fires, pointed out by the Committee of 1851. 

As tlJC Murine Insurance Offioes and tl1c Sltipping and Mcrcmttile commu­
nity generally, boi.h here nnd nt Home, express themselves with deep nnxie!.y 
upon tbis serious qncstion, tlte Committee of tl1e Clmmbcr sincerely trusts, 
tltnt you may he nblc to gh·e an early reply to this communication, with the 
nssm•aJtCc tlmt the su\Jjcci will have tltc prompt nttcntion of Government. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. lU. ROlliNSON, 

Seci'C!/ary. 

• 
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No. 330. 

Fno~t T~E UNDBR-SECRE'fAU.Y TO TilE GOVERNMENT OP DENGAT~, 

To THH UNDER-~ECRETAUY TO TJIE GOVERNlHENT oF INDIA, 

llOME DEPARTMENT. 

~. Dated Forlll'illinm1 21st Fe!Jr11ary 18l.i4. 

llfarint, Sm,-In continuation oftl1c letter from this Office, No. 782 
. dated the ht December IBiiJ, 1 nm dircclcd by theM t N bl' 

tho Governor of Rcngnl to trnnsmit I~ercwitll, copy of n communicn:'i:n• ;o~ 
* Pn~~=!::th t~ Sclll"Ctary to the Bengal Clmmbcr of Commerce, urging, with 

r cre~oo to the recent destrnction by fire of tlul llfar 'llrr:t 
Skel~!/, tl~c ncccAAII.y of " lln'l' being pnsscd for tl~e prevention of ;hi -

~::~~~~~~;: ncco!'tlnncc witlt tllc recommendations of the Committee til~ . . 
Ilmvc, &c., 

(Signed). W. GORDON y(:mNG, 
Ut~(ler-Sccy. to tlw Govt. of Brmgttl, 

No. 331, 

Copy of tl!C ~bove letter forwnrdml to the Chnmber Of C • 
reference to ~eJr lett.m·, dnted 9tlJ instant. . onunerce \VJIJa 

(Signe•l) W. GOUDON YOUNG, 

Ul!der-Bccy. to tlu~ GolJt, of Bcllgul. 

-----
APPENDIX D. 

CUSTOM H'DUSE GHAUT. 

To C. BEADbN, Esq., Calcutta, NolJcmbcr 8tl1, ]853. 

. Secretary to the GolJ~mcllt of Brmgal. 

Sm,-1 nm directed by the Committee of then. I 
t~ request the fnvor of your informin .. tl ·r cnga Chrunber of Commerce, 
sanction of Government for th :" Jem, 1 nny plan lms yet received the 

c erectiOn of sheds on UJe Custotn House Whnrf. 

• 

and for the improvement of the descent from the Gimut to tlu~ River. Tim 
Committee will feel extremely obliged by your giving them this information, ns 
tlto Members of the Chnmbcr look wit.h much interest for tho o..'l:pected general 

improvements in the Custom House .Glmut. 

I hn.ve, &c., 

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON, 
"• Secl'cto.ry. 

No. 492. 

Fnollt TliE UNDER-SECRETARY TO TUE GOv'ERNMEN'T Ol:' B~NG.A.L, 

To·~m~ SECRETARY To Tnl'l BENGAL CIIAMBER or COMl\IERCE. 

Dated Pori William, tl1c 1201 Novambctt 181m. 

Sm,-1 n.m directed by tho Most Noble ti1o Governor" ofBcngnl to n.oknow~ 
ledge tho rCceipt of your Iotter, doted tho Stb instnnt, request· 

MU, Re~nuc. ing to be infol'Illed whether any plnn for tho erection of" sheds 
Cll!llrJmt. on tltC Custom House Wharf, nnd for tho improv01U.ont of tho 

descent from tho Ghaut to the River, hns ns yet received thC sanction of 

Government. 
2nd. In reply I run directed to inform you, that on the 25th of August 

Inst, tho Municipnl Commill5ionors were requested ·to report whn.t mensures 
should, in their opinion, bo adopted for tho repair nnd improvement of tlto­
Custoni House Ghaut; and that an estimnte of tlte probable expense of con­
structing two new s1tcds on the Cust~m Honse Wharfwns onlled for from tho 

Military Board on the 23rd of September lost. 
3rd. Tho authorities alluded to hnve not ns yet reported on tho mo.ttel'll 

rcforrcdt.othem. 

I hnve the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your ~ost obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Under-Secy. to the GMJt. of Bengal. 

Calcutta, December Gtl11 1853. 

To C. BEA.D.ON, EsQ.., 
Secretary to t/!c Government of Bongal. 

Sxn,-I am directed by the Committee of tho Bcngn.l Chnmber of Commerce, 
to ocl?lowledgo tho receipt of your Iotter, No. 492, of tho 12th ultimo, nod to 

0 

-~---·- -·----------"7"---~' 
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bring to your notice, that, ns the Committee is informed, n plan for the improve­
me:~ of the. Custo~ House Gb~u~ was submitted to Government by tlm Cllicf 
M~.,;str:tc m Aprlll8G2, providing for the construction of improved 'Wharfs 

·:m . etfics .. Tl!c Committee will feel obliged by your nllowin n co of the 

~~a:,.~~ q~cstio~, to be supplied f() this office, nnd furtlJer by yo;r ca::n"' it to 
o:un roug It under the consideration of Government. ., 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

No.llao. 

FRO~ THE tJ~bER-SECRETARY To Tn:r. GOVERNMEN1' or BENGAL 

To TII£ SECRETARY TO Tnn BENGAL CIIAl\illER or 00111:1\IERCE. , ' 

Stn , Dated Fort William, tlw 12flt lJeeembcr 1853. 

. ,-I am d~:~c::~l:: e~~ IIon~r the D~Imty Governor of Bengal, to 

M~:~:~e:.ue, on the su~jcct e ;e:e;l~:ff:ro~~c li:te;~ dated tlJe 6th instant, 
• llouse Ghaut, which was snbmi p vement oftiw Custom 

CluefMagi~trnte in AprillS52, tted to Government by .f]Ie 

. 2_nU. In reply I am desired to forward her • . 
subJect, this, ~ay addressed to the Governm:::th, copi.es of two letters on the 
and to tlie Iliihtary Doard, respectively. of India, Home Department, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG 

Under-Secy. to the Go!J{, of ~en;al. 

No, 556. 

l~noM Tnn UNDER-SECRETARY To 'l'IIE GOVERN!I'IENT or BENGAJ~, 

To 'l'IIE 'UNDER-SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA, 
IN Tli:C HO:i\ill DEPARTMENT. 

Dated Port William, tlw 12tlt December 1853. 

llf~;~~e;~~~e. Bc~~:C~~ ~=ns:~~~ct;! ~:b~::s:~n:: tt:: ~;:s~~~n~~:e~o:n~: 
of India, the accompanying copy of correspondence not'ed in the 

Exirnct pnm, 1'2 from Chiof Mngistrnfc's margin, 1·elntive to the p"-resent con-

~c;:~;: ~0·t!~;l ~;\:~t!t4~0~P~ir1,8ii~s!£~ dition of the Custom llouse Ghaut, 
Chi of Mngistratn. and to n proposal for remedying the 

· n!.~;ltn~ffl~c~~~ln~~~ {:Snf:r d~fu~c~:R;; defects complained of, 

:!t~/tt~~f~.~~~m~;~~~~~t!:~t:.0s~~;~t~d n:~en~: ~~~:;~t1~ot :~: ~:~~: :~ 
20~~ft~~;;!~86~ior Mngistrnto of Cnkuttn, Government tlJe dilapidated condi­
No. r.s5, dated 15th Novumbcr 1853. tion of the Ghant. The Municipal 

th~f~~~~~:e~~':r~~i'i~w~0~C~\~~~~:9J~~ Commissioners having been cnllcd 
116'2, dnted 22nd Novombet 1853. upon to report on the subject, re­

conimended (after communicating with tl1c Chief JI.Iagistrnte) the carrying out 
of a scheme devised by :Mr. n.. J". Rose, Superintendent of Roads, which pro­
'·idcs for constructing a pucca sloping Ghnut G50 fee,t long, with n J ctty at each 

end ofit, at a total cost of Rupees 43,558-0·0. 
3. As the design seems to be well adapted to the object in view, nnd 

the cost moderate, His Honor would suggest, thnt the sanction of the Govern­
ment of India be accorded to the scheme. The Militnt·y Board have been direct­
ed, in anticipation of the sanction now solicited, to issue orders for the imme­
diate commencement of the proposed work, provided there he no professional 

objectiontoit. e 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) 'Y· GORDON YOUNG, 
Undcr·Secy. to tlw Govt. of Beuga{, 

(True Copy,) 

W. G. YOUNG, 
Undcr-~ecy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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No. 567, 

FBo~r TUz: UNDER-SECRETARY TO TlfJ:; GO\TERN.i\IENTor DEN GAL, 

To TUE MILITARY BOARD, 

Dated Port Wd/i,,m, I'2tlt December JB53, 

M~~ft:,;~:.ue. G.t:NT.r..EMEN,-1 nm directed by His IIonor the Deputy 

Garernor of Ecngul to transmit, in original, the correspon-

NJ-:0~~0:, ~~:,?~~{1 "X~~bs~~~ of n~f~c'}~:; d~ncc not?d in the mnrgin, together 
Enclosures nod Plnn.s,. ' WltlJ nncshmutenmountingtoRupecs 

Do~j10~/~;::,c~~~~~~~g ~~~~iorda~~~rc~3?'h 43,558-0-IO, by 1\Ir, R. J. Rose, 

A~~r~~~3Commissiono;·B for ;ho Improvn Super!ntend~n~ofRondsforthc con­
meat of the Town of Calcutro No 357" sl:rucbon ofn.puccnslopin,. Glmut 
<latud 25th Augu~t.lS53, . ' · ' wit]1 n Jett.y nt cnch end" of it i~ 

front of the Custom .House, ami to 
request, that your Board will re~ 

1853, Yise the Estimate and reJJOrt with 
pedienc of , , " , the least possible delay on the ex~ 
the Bch:mc a~"'~':' effect to lt. Shou~d there be no professional objection to 
t k L de, ISCd by Mr. Rose, H1a Honor requests, that your Board will 
a" c t c necessary steps for the immediate commencement of the worJc. • 
-l)d. The return of th.e enclosures is requested wllen no longer required. 

• 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Under-Sccy. to f!tc Govt. of Bengal, 

(True Copy,) 
W. G. YOU~G 

Under-Secy. to tile Govt. of B;ngal. 

To C. DEADo:g, EsQ., Calcutta, December 24tli, 1853, 

SccretarytotllcGovernmcntof Bengal. 

Srn,-I am d~rccted by the Committee of the Den 
to acknowledge the rcC!llpt of your letter No li gal Chamber of Commerce, 
of coplCs of correspondence nccompanyln~ it , GO, of tllC 12th Instant, nnd also 
Jts tlJan!,s for the mformahon giVen in o our The Committee begs to express 
aud would bl.l fUitLc1 olJJJ,.,ed b ) letter under ndmowlcthment 

c y your mformmg It, If the eJection of smt: 

• 

___ ..__""'-

• 

able sheds forms nny par~ of tl!C plan for n Custom !Iouse Wharf, wl1ich it is 
understood has been sanctioned by GoYcrnment as proposed by Mr. R. J, Rose. 

The Committee feels it superfluous to point ouL to you, the absolute necessity 
of sufficient covering being provided for Goods landed at the Custom IIouse 
Wharf, but 1vould strongly urge, that the construction of a sufficient extent of 
such sheds, with Iron Roofs, supported on Cast-Iron Pillars, should be at once 
sanctioned. 

Shl.ldsoftl1is description would, in tl1c opinion of the Com~ittcc, be CYenta~ 
ally the cheapest, and nt the same time would secure the largest mnouut of 
public accommodation. 

Ilmve, &c., 

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

No. 78. 

Fno~r TIIll OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY To TIIJ: BOARD m• 

. REVENUE, 

To T. M. R~niNSON, EsQ., 

Secretary to tlw Beugal C!rambcr of Q_ommercc. 

Fort JVilliam, tl~e 23rd .January 1854. 

C'usloms. Sm,-I am directed to forward to you a COJJY of n 

E. Cunmi:, EsQ, letter from the Undcr~Seerctary to the Government of 
Dengnl, No. 24, d;tlcd the 1Gtl1 instant, suggesting for consideration whether the 
new sheds, wl1ich it lms been proposetl to erect on the Custom llouse \Vhnr~ 
~ight not be disjJenscd with, and means deYised for enabling Uerchants to 
take their goods to their own \V nre-ha.uses, or to those within the Custom 
House enclosure, without delay or exposure. 

2nd. The Board would be glad to bc: favored with the views of the Cham­
her of Commel'ec on the subject. 

I hav~ the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 
O.Oiciating Junior SccJ'ctary • 

• • 
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No. 24. 

!•'noM ±n.~:: UNDER-SECRETARY To TnJ:: GOVERN:lllENT or BENGAL, 

To Tim OFFICIA'£L"'\G JUNIOR SECRE'l'ARY To Tin; BOARD OF 

n:VENUE. 

Doted Fort WilHam, tluJ lG/11 JmmmylB54. 

Sin,-With reference to your tetter, No. 1205, dntcd the IGth September lust, 

I nm directed by the llon'ble the Deputy Governor of Bengnl 
11/is.Rn·enw. 

to request, t!Jtlt the Bonrd will report, nftcr consulting tlm 
Collccter of Customs und the Clmmbcr of Comnwrcc, wlw1hcr 

tlw nm~ slmds, whicl1 it is proposed should be constructed on the Custom House 

Whnrf, could not be dispensed with, und merins devised for enabling the 1\fer­

cbnnts to tnkc their gooUs, either to ilwir own IV nrc-houses or to those within 
the Custom Ilousc enclosure without Uclny or exposure. 

Customs, 

Board of Re!Jel!ue, } 
Fort William, 

Tlle23rdJamwry1854. 

To A. n. YOUNG, EsQ.., 

Ihnvc, &c., 

{Signed) W. G. YOUNG, 
Umkr-Seey. to the Goct. ·of Bengal. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 

Officiating Ju1dor Secretary. 

Br.NGAL CuJUmrm OF CoMM:cncr:, 

Culcutta,fltllFcbruaryJ8G4. 

Ojficiali11g Junior Secretary to tlw Board of Revenue. 

Sm,-I am directed by tbe Committee of the Bengal ChnmbcrofCommm·cc 
to acknowledge r?ceipt of your lcttt.!r, No .• 78 of the 23rd January, to my 
address, anno~ncmg the reference tlmt had been made to the Collector ol' 

~~:~~:s ~~~~:!~v~Vtl~n:~.e necessity or otherwise for tbe erection of sheds on the 

fIn .reply I am instructed to ltnml you the accompanying copy of my letter 
o thi~ dale to the Collector of Customs, in answer to Iris of the 24th Jnnuary, 

• • 

I 

:md to convey to you for tl1C information of tl1e Board, that tltc Committee, 
nfter gh·ing its best consideration to tltc question before it) respectfully 
ndhercs to the opinion alrendy cxprcsse~, tlJO,t the erection of sheds, sucl1 us 
l1nve been asketl for, would be n great public convenience, nnd is urgently 
required. 

Ihnvc, &c., 

(Signed) T. M. RODINSON, 

Secretary. 

No. 40. 

FnoM THE COJJLECTOR or CUSTO?IIS, CALCUTTA, 

l'o Tm: SECRETARY To TH:C CIIAMllER or COMMERCE, 

CALCUTTA. 

Dated tlu: 24tlr Jan11ary l81:i4. 

Sm,-1Vitlr advertence to tl1c Chamber's letter, unrlel' dnte 29th June· last, 
in which is suggested tliC erection of SJJnciotts sheds on the Custom Hou~c 
Ghnut in addition to the sl1cds now existing, nnd in nddition to tl1c CO\'ercd 
sliCds and godowns within tho Custom House walls, I have been directed by 
the Bonnl of Revenue, ncting under instruction~ of Government, to report, 
nftcr communication with the Chnmbor, on tliC practicnbility of dispensing 
with il1e proposed slteds, nnd deviaing meana for cnnbling 1\!crclmnts to take 
tlleir goods eitl10r to their own 1Y ore-houses, or to those within tl1e Custom 
Ilouso enclosure, witl10nt incurring unnecessary risk of exposure. 

2nd. I would remark, tlmt I have not yet been nblo to persuade myself 
of the necessity of these pt·oposcd sheds, considering tlmt tltcy will be erected 
within nbout ten or fifteen yards of 1ltc wnlls of tire Custom IIouse, nnd 
wlmtever goods may be required to be brougl!t, or J\ferclmnts themselves 
pnrpose to bring, within the Custom IIousc, mny, I nppreliCnd, wllCn put on 
the cuolics' !Jentl.s fl·om out tho Uont, be ns well nt 011ee so brottgllt directly 
within tl1c Custom IIouso wnlls, ns dcpositccl within fifteen yards of tl1em. 
I crmnot understand wl1y goods sl10uld be detained in transit nt the lop of the 
Ghnut, wl10rc tho sheds arc proposed to be plnced. 

3rd. For goods that musL be lander] by tl1e cranes on the Jetties, the sheds 
on tl10 Jetties, when tlwrougllly repaired, will be nmply sufficient. 

4tll. All goods tlmt cnn.flvail themselves of Lhc permission of tlte out-pass 
system, I am most nnxious to prevent coming to tlte Ct1stom House Ghnut, 
nml for this purpose I hnvc issuctl instructions to the scvcrnl Preventive 
Officers, prohibiting them, ns far ns lies in their power, dclh·ering goods, fur 
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which they hold nn out-pass pnrwannnb, into 'bonis which nrc coming to 
the Cqstom House, and if allland.iDg agents 1VDnld, on their par~ send on 
hcmrd Vessels the purwnnno.hs of ~is description which they obtnin, nnd 
furtlier the Preventive Officars in such delivery, the inconvenience of goods 
unnecessarily coming to the Custom. House Ghnnt, would be n1most wholly 

obviated. 
lith. Moreover, whenever goods shn11 have left. n Vessel under boat note to 

come to the Custom House Ghnut, and duty shntl have been pnid,' and out•. 
pass purnannnh granted for guch goods intermediately, boforc tlm nrri!nl of 
the boat containing them, at the Ghnut, I have no wish whatever that they 
shonld;then be brought from the boat up tho Ghnut. The boat note is .can­
celled in )Vholc or in part, as the case may be, and t.be boat nil owed to proceed 
to wherever the consignees of the goods desire to take it. 

6th. The mere fact of lo11ding what p11ckagcs are to come to within the 
Custom House premises will be facilitated, so far ns the coolies nrc concerned 
by the new Ghnut to be mode; and I repent, therefore, thnt I ennnot see the 
utility or ndvnntnge to nny body of stopping these packages, (assuming the 
sheds were ercetcd), under tl1cm, nt the immcdintc top of the Glmut not 20 
ynrcls. from_ where the pncknges are to come to evcntun11y. It cnnnot be 
required thnt pncknges which liave paid dut.y, should be landed nt tho Custom 
House Ghnut at nU; I confess thnt viewing the ease, aS' I at present do, it 
seems to me thnt Government would be put to nn unnecessary expense by the 
erection of the sheds proposed. 

Calcutt111 } 

Custom Holl1le1 

The 24th January 18G4. 

I hnve the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. BRACKEN, 

·Collector of Crmtoms. 

P. S.-I beg to ~~:dd, thnt it is my intention to propose, tbnt the present 
Jetties be carried out to the point of low water mark, so that the cranes mny 
b.e n.vnilRble. nt any state of'tide, and covering these Jetties with good subst:m­
tinl sheds will, I apprehend, nfl'ord sufficient accommodntion fur nny packn .. es 
that may neecssRrlly be detained. in transit. "' 

(Signed) W. BRACKEN, 

Collector of Customs. 

) 

' _____ _..L' 

~·o W~r. BRACKEN, EsQ., 

X\'jj 

BENGAL CnA~m&n oF Co~nn:nCE 1 

Calcutta,thc!lthPcbl'lllf1'!1•1S54. 

Oollcctol'of Customs. 

SIR,-! nm directed by the Committee of t!Je Den gal Chamber of Commerce 
1.o acknowledge receipt of your Jetter of the 24th January to IllY address-, 
relative to the erection of sheds on tho Custom House Wlmrf, and stnti~g 
that you l1avo been inotruetcd by the Donrd of Re,•enue, acting under the 
orders ofGovCl·nment, to report, nftcJ• communication with tho Cha'!lber, on 
the practicability of dispensing with sucb sheds, and of devising means for 
enabling Merchants to take their goods eitlJer to their own 1Vare-houses1 or .l:D 
those within the Custom House enclosure, without unneccssnry ·delay .. You 
ndd thnt your opinion is adverse to the necessity of the sheds in question • 

The erection of commodious sheds was suggested to the Board of Revenue 
by tl1e Committee of the Chamber, as needful to the commerce of tho p01·t', 
their want having long been a source of great inconv~nience, complaint, nnd in 
numerous instances of damage; nnd after n. careful consideration of all that 
you urge against their necessity, in your letter now under acknowledgment, 
the Committee desires to record its unchanged opinion ~s to the importance 
of the desired necommodntion. 

The Committee observes thnt you ()Online your observntions to imported 
goods only, expressing inoidentally a wish, (in which the Committee heartily 
concurs), to discourage out-pnss goods from being brougM to 'the Custom 
House Gbaut; but I am desired to remind you that shed accommodntion is 

. even more urgently required for export than for import goods. 
Protection from the ,.,Cather for goods, whether being landed or shipped, is 

vnluableiuproportion ns the menus of securing i~ are near to tho River side, n. 
fact self-nppRrcnt to any ono who l~ns seen the heretofore state of tlte Custom 
House Whnrf during the mins. Wore suitnble sheds erected close to the top 
of the Ghaut, goods lauded would, in o 1'cw seconds, be plnced beyond nil risk 
ofinjury. They could then be·corefuiiy placed on cn.rts, covered with tar­
paulins, nnd be conveyed in safety ,to tho godowns of Mercbants, Ol' remain 
seeut'O till removed to the Custom House godowns. In like mnnner exportGd 
g~ods would be removed iii safety from carts under cover, and could be rapidly 
put into boats without unncceesary exposure. • . . 

Tl1c Custom House godowns even at 20 to 30 yards from the top of the 
Gl~nut, would not, in bad weather, be made nse.of for imported goods, while 
for exported goods, they would, in almost every insffince, be absolutely useless. 
Neither docs the Committee see that any advantage would be secured by 
ercctiug sheds on the Jctt.Jes of tho now snnctioned Ghauti for tile J'ett-ics 
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would only be taken nUvnntnge of for heavy weights requiring tlw use of 
cranes. The true position for slJCtls to he useful, is pnmllcl with tlwRive1· nnd 
close to the top of the Ghnnt. 

The accommodation now advocated on behalf of the Commercial community, 
is almost universal in otlwr p01·ts, nnU tlte Committee trusts tllllt, on n fmther 
exnmiuntion of this question, you will witlulrnw your opposition and tnl;:e n 
more favorable view of the great benefit tlmt would be secure(] to the trnde 

:~~~!:~::~e~. the erection of sheds such ns huve been m·ged on the attention 

Tlu~ Committee lws observed with much pleasure, tlmt you "hnve issued 
instructions to tlw severn! Preventive Officers, prol1ihiting tlJC;n, ns far ns lies 
in their flower, delivering gootls for which tlwy Jwld an out-pass purw!\nnnh 
into boats which nrc coming to tltc Custom House." 

The issue ofsucl1 instructions was suggested not lorig ago by the Committee 
of the Chamber; but the gentleman who officiated in your absence was of 

~:i~~:~. thnt it would be impossible for the Preventive Officers to give ellCct 

The Committee of the Chamber cannot sec wlty the delivery of nil out-pass 
pu~nnnults to the Prevdbtive Omccrs should not be mndc obligatory on nll 
lan~mg ~gents. Their retention can be of no benefit to the Agents, w]1ile 
thcll' dchvery to tl!e Officer, would, ns you correctly state it, almost put nn 
end. to tlw bringing of out-pnss goods to the Custom House WJ1nrf. I am 
dcsJ.red therefore to suggest to you the ndoption of such n rule ns cnlculntcd 
to gtve more e!Tcct to the order you have nlrendy given. 

(Signed) 1'. 1\I. ROniNSON, 

Secretary. 

No. 148. 

FaoM TilE UNDER~!3ECRETARY To TllE GOVERN1\1EN1' or DEN GAL, 

To 'l'nr: OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRE1'ARY To 'l'nr: BOARD ox• 

REVENUE, L. P. 

Dated Pori William, lfw 24th February 1854• 

Sm,-Witll reference to your letter, No, 297' of tllC 20Lh ultimo, I nm direct­
ell lJy .the .Most Noble tlHl Governor of Beugnl to inform you, that IIis 
Lordship will postpone the c~nsideration of tile (.'xpcdiency of erecting shells 

,1· 

on il1c Wharf opposite tiLe Custom House, unlil tlLC completion of the Whnrf 
itself. 
• The originrtl enclosures of your leLtcr nrc herewith rctur11ed. 

I lm,vc, &e~, 
(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 

Umler-Secy. to t!w Govt. of Bengal. 

No. 149. 
Copy forwarded to the Bengal Chnmhci· of Commerce for information, with 

reference to their Sccretm·y's lettc1·, Untcd the 24th December 18.'i3. 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Uuder-fiecy. to ilw Govt. of Beugal. 

APPEND I X E. 

Draft-Administrator General's-Act. 

Calculla, fJllt December 1853. 
To JOHN CONNON, EsQ., 

Sccrclw·y to Clmmbel' of Commerce, Bombay. 

Sin,-! mn directed. to acknowledge tllC receipt of your favor of the fJt.h 
ultimo, !\nd to convey to you the tlmnks of the Committee for tlJC last year's 
Report of your Chamber, therein !\dvisml to hnve been despatchcll to them by 
DUk Bhnngy, but which, I l'Cgret to sny, lms not yet been received. I have tl1is 
Uny sent, by the Pampltlet D:1k to your address, the Half-yearly Report oftllC 
Comniittce uf tl10 Chamber' of Commerce, which I beg tlJC favor of your 

ncaeptil1g. 
Herewith I have to hand you a copy of a letter addressed by the Committee 

to tllC Government, on the occasion of the publication of the New Draft Act for 
the regulation of the Ollicc of Administrator GCncral. 'rhe Committee is 
informed, tlmt on the sccotltl rending of the Act, it wns referred to the Govern­
ments of your and the Madras Presidencies for tl1.cir consideration, before being 
finally pnssed into law; and ns you will no donbt take the opportunity of pro~ 
testing ugninst nmny of its clauses in Uctail, ns well ns against the entire princi~ 
JllC of the Act, it npJlCars to the Committee to l1c desirable, that you sl10uld b(l 
m~tdc nequnintcd will1 their sentiments, nml expressions of opinion t!pon it ns 

early nsp6ssiblc. 
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S!wu!U a strong reJn·cscnWtion on the Act cmanntc from your CluuulJcl' al~o, 

nnd sltould it coincide with that of the Commiltcc, it has every hope that 
such an unity of opinion will carry some weight with Government, nn"U. ensure 

alterations being made in some of the more opJlrcssi YO provisions of tho DrafL 
Actntlcnst. 

I almll feel very much obliged if you will favor me with the views of your 
Cl1itmber on this subject at your convenience. 

Since writing the above, yonr Hcport has been received, uml appears to be 
one of very great interest ami information. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) T. l\L RODINSON, 

Secl'etary. 

Bo~1JlAY CIIAMDEU or COMMEUCI;, 

7li1Januaryl8G4. 

. Dx:An Sm,-I have to acknowledge receipt of your favors of the Dtl1 anti 
2oth ultimo. 

The subject of the Acts for regulating the Office of Administrator General 
lms never been lJefore this Chamber, and is only of limited prneticnl interest to 
our Members. Tlw Committee l10wevcr thinks, tltat the existing and proposed 
legislation to which. you have directed thch· attention, is nn unnecessary and 

unwurrnntable interference with private rights, nnd fails of any guarantee for n 
better performance of executory duties, under wills, tha11 existed before. Tl1ey 
lmvc directed me in eouacquence, to prepare a rcmonstrnnce ngainat tl1c Drnft 

~:ts~=ee~c~:~~~e~~~;r:a~::i:::n;:::~!~:r~~a~~c aL:~;~a;~~~ ~0o;::~l, and wlwn 

On lhe subject of tl1e Overland Mails, I suppose you nrc awnrc tlmt the 
regular express from Bombny to Cnlcuitn was stopped some months ngo l•y tlw 
Supreme Government. Now thnt the I'lfuils between Aden rmd Romlmy nrc to 
be carried lJy tlw P. and 0. Co.' a Stcnmera, itniight be worth tlw considcruti011 of 

your Chamber to ngitnte for t]Je renewal of tlwse expresses, by means of wJ1ich 
you could not £-til to anticipate the Sen~borne l\Iail by two or tlll'ce days, nnJ 1 
ncednottellyouhowmuch more witl1 improved means of transit in Imlin, At 
present you would have to pay Rupees 29G, eucl, Mnil for n private express 
whicl1, ~fancy, is more than you would think it wortlt. In the meantime, nil :i_ 

c~n do IS to send you one or two of the overland papers (!lome News, !tr.,) 
mth the exlrncts of our local paper~, on the occasion of !lJC Mail coming in !Jy 
regular Dllk. There i~ still an express kept up between this nnd Poonn, hy 

xxi 

menus of whieh, and the kimlnc:ss of the Deputy Post 1\fnst~r lLm'e, (a very 

obliging 2ffich1l), it mny often be in our power io gain n day. That I shall do 
for the present. 

The Committee direct me to return you their bc~t thtwks for yom• kind 

attention in the matter of your Customs Tat·iJf, and for tl1e document~ spc~ilied 
in yours oftl1e 20Lh 11liimo, which howcVCJ', lmve not yet come to lmntl. They 
nrc also very much obliged for your report, which is most interesting. 

Il·cmnin, &c., 

(Signed) JOHN CONNON, 

To 1'. M, HOlliNS ON, EsQ., 
Sccrclm•y. 

Sec1·etary, lJeugnl Clmmlicr of Cnmmc1·ce. 

Calculla,l411tDcccmberl853. 

To J. THOMSON, Ean., 
Clwir!fUW of llw Chamber of Commerce, 11fadras. 

Sm,-I nm directed by the Committee of the Bengal Clmmber of Commerce, 
to wait on you with the accompanying copy of a letter nd~resscd by them t. 
Government, on tl1e occasion of the publication of n new Draft Act for the 

l'C"'Ulntion of tlLC Office of Administrator General. The Committee nrc 
. in~ormcd tl1nt upon the second rending of the Act, it hns been referred to the 

Government of your n.nd tiLe ]3ombny Presidency to be reported upon to tl1e 
Su rcme Government, and as your Chamber will no dmlbt embrace tho oppor~ 
tm~ty of addressing Government upon this nrbitrnl'Y and unjust Act, the 
Committee nrc desirous of making known to you their sentiments upon. it., in 
order tllllt, slwuld yours coincide with them1 tlLCy might hnve tho weight of 

your confirmation. 
A copy oftl1C Committee's letter lms nlao been sent to tl1e Chamber of 

Commerce of Bombny, and slLOuld the three Associntions coincide in tlJCir 
objections to the Act, tlJcre is every reason to hope that Home of its more 
oppressive clauses nt least will be removed. 

1 have sent to your address, by t]LC Pamphlet Dll.k, ~llC HnJf.ycnrly Report of 
tlLC Chamber, the first publisl1cd since its revival in Mny Insl, of wlLich I beg 

your acceptance, nnd I nm further directed to ndl] tlmt it will nt nll times give 

great pleasure to the Committee to co·opemle witl1 you in promoting nny 
object of general pu'Llie utility. 

lam, &c., 

(Signed). 'l'. 1\i. UOJJ1NSON, 

Bccrrtary. 
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To Tnll Oll.AIRM.AN or TllE CIIAMBEit or COl.HlEilCE, 

Calaulta._ 

DEAn Sm,-I Lave Lad tlw plensurc to rccciYe your Secretary's letter of 
tlHo 14th December, with its enclosures, ami with the accompanying RcjJort of 

the Proceedings of·your Clmmbcr during the past ]Ja!f year, for which the 
Committee desire me to return tlwir best thanks. 

I am requested at the same time to express their entire concurrence in_ the 
views entertained by your Chamber on tlw subject of the proposed amended 
Administration Act1 and to state tlmt tl1ey have followed your example in ad­
drcssin.r:- the loclll Government, pointing out the clauses which seem to them to 

cull for modification. A COJJY of this comlllunication I beg to enclose. 

It will at all times nfi'ord tlw hlmlrus Chnmhcr of Commerce mucl1 pleasure 
to correspond with and co-operate witl1 your Associution, on all mattc1·s of 
public commercial interest. 

1lfarlras, ~ 

~lw 14111 Fermwry 1854, S 

Iremain,&c., 

(Signed) J. THOMSON, 
Chairmau of the Clmm"er of Commerce. 

To TIJ.r; SECRETARY To GOVERNJ\IEN1', 

Fort St. George. 

Sm,-llndng h~cn given to understand tlmt tl1c Drnft Act relatin"' to tl 
Office nnd duties of Administrator General, of dnte lith Februm:y 1; 53 1 

10 

b;e~ rcferrc~ to this Government for its opinion, I hnve tlw lwnor, by ;1:~;;: 
o ~ e Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, to address you on tlw subject 
ns ~~ uppenrs to tlJem that several ofils provisions are calculated to Jre'udic~ 
~~~ 1;~~~~:tis~~a~::;~tes, :md especially the rights of non-Officiul ~xe~utors 
for~::c occasion of tlJC original Act being proposed in 1849, lltc Chmnber 

, cd to tlJc Supreme Government n representation, pointin"' out tiic 
~ard_~l~p o~ the clause referring to private Administrators nnd Ex:cutors in 

Cpl'lvmgtiemofaremunerntiontowliichthcyhad been , ; . 
an~nl:~~:::c:ny apparent substantial rea~o~ for so doing previous y cuhtledl 

tlw Mer t'1 deed Act n?w proposed, a Blmilar clause is still included) and as 
can 1 e ommumty nrc so frequently called · 1 

~u~ness to ~ntlerlnke charges and responsibilities of ~ri:nu::c!·i;t~;:r~tc of tlwir 

f;omc r:~~~~;n~n:;~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~{~18::c~1~!c:·~~io:h0:d~ ~.e dcharrct{ ~/s~~~~;~ 
us, us on other ngc11cy 
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transactions, The ol1joet of grnnting to the Oflicial what i~ refused to tltc 
privnto.A,U.ministrator, would appcnr to he to induce tho Inttcr to decline 
ucting aml thus to place all Estates in the linnds of tlw foi·mer. But so fnr 
ns regards the interest of the Estatea of U.cccnsed parties, wltich tho Committee 
nrc fttlly prepared to admit should he a paramount consideration, they do not 
sec that nny ntlvantngc or security is thus obtainerl; on the contrnry, the Act 
ns at present in force, and ns projJOsctl to lJC continued, is calenlated to have 
tl10 efi'ect of giving a monopoly to the public oYct• the primtc Agent withoitt 
any commensurate benefit wliatevcr, indeed t·ather·thc reverse, for in ltis 
cnsc, tl1c secmity which he is called on to give is merely ttomiunl ns comJmrcd 
witl1 tlw amount of tlte Estates which may be cxvccled to pnss t]1rongh his 
hands, nnd it does not appear tlmL the Government como undm· any guarrrntoo 
to the public for his nets; wltcrons in the case of the non-Official Administrator, 
he is called upon to provide a very heavy security, for more tlmn ample to 
meet the conscquoilCCS of :my U.ercliction or failure of engagement on his pm·t, 

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce ~tn'l fa1· from wishing to asltfbt• 
nny right or any privilege to the detriment of otlwrs, but it nppears to thcn1 
tlmt it is only reason~tblc thnt, while every man may ·appoint his own Executors, 
and every Executor his own Administrator, snch Executor and such 
Atlministrntor should be permitted aml authorir.cd to_ charge, for the trouble 
tlms imposed upon, him for tlJC goud of otltcrs, at least an cqnnl Commission t• 
that wliich the Government nuthorize the Offici<tl Administrator to charge for 
the transaction of the srt~e business, 

In the rowconsidcration of tl1e Act, wlJich it is now proposed to amend, the 
Committee trust that the particul~tr point to 'hich I lmvc mlvcrtcd will meet 
with that attention which it appears to cnll for, and thnt tho Right Honomble 
the GovornOl' in Council will adtl his recommendation in favo1· of a modifica­
tion which will pat private Executors aml Administrators on the same footing 
ns the Administrator General in respect to Commis~iou being chargeable on 
Estates tl1at may be commitLcd to their.manngcment. 

In tho proposed Act there nrc some otllCr provisions wllich the Committee 
would wish to remark upon· ns seeming to call for some alteration : and first 
with roforcncc to Section VII., it appears to the Committee that the'compn­
rntivc amount of security to be provided by the Administrator General is not 
n.t all proportionate to the security demanded of privP.tc A!lministmtors, and 
they would suggest wheLhcr the latter might not be grcntly reduccU.. At pl·c­
scnt, personal security must be given to an amount equal to double the 
cstimatccl assets of tho Estate, which seems unnecessarily lnrgc1 and is found 
to be attcndetl with inconvenience and difficulty in the cnsc of Estates oflnrgc 
amount. 

The next Section to which I would advert is No. I 11 in whicl1 it seems tllC 
time allowed for Executors or Administrators to come forward, nmnoly one 
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l\JOntJ,, is too short. In tlw case of parLics who may dccea;c in this country, 
the prohnhility is. that their ExeCut.ors or next of kin mny be rcsiUent at too 
great a distance to admit of their making the needful application to the Court, 
within tl1e period of n montl11 und t.\Jc Committee would tliCreforc suggest 
the extension of the time from one to six mont1Is1 sons to allow·of n commuw 
nieation from home being received before the Estate is placeU in tlJC hnnds 
of tlic Administrator Genernl. This would linvc the effect in many instnnces 
o{ saving Estates from do1Ible costs, as provided in the subsequent clause 
No.12, where the Administrator General might lmve talren charge before the 
Executor had been able to apply for probate. 

In Sccti.9n XXIT., the rate of commis~ion to be charged by the Adminis­
trator General of the different presidencies is fixed nt {j per Cent., and in 
which the local Government is authorised to participate to the extent of twow 
fifths sl1ould it think proper in compensation, as would appear from the context., 
for • expenses and responsibilities that may lJO incurred by Government. If 
this is intended to cover n gUarantee for all property t]l[lt may pass through the 
hands of the public officer, t.lJC same would appear to be a most sntisf.·1etory 
pro,·ision, but it is not so expressed. It seems very deSirable thnt tl1e res~ 

ponsiJJility of the Government, with regard to Estates administered to by its 
o~n officer, sl.wuld be clearly understood and laid down in the .Act, to prevent 
tmsapprclJensron on the part of the community. . 

Witb reference to Sections XL:VIII. and XLIX., providin,.,. for balances 
of.Estatcs: which have rc~aincd unclaimed during,~t period of fifteen years, 
~emg cmTJcd to tl1e credit of .Qovernmcnt, subject to recovery by parties 
mtcrestcd on proof of claim, bu! on which interest will have censcd from date 
ofsucl1 transfer, t.l1c Committee would remark, that while tl1c Government 
are open to receive money or loan, it seems nn unnecessary restriction nnd a 
burden upon such Estates as may, from unavoidable causes, remain tlms in 
the hands of Government, that interest should not be nllowcd, particularly as 
nil tl1at is necessary is that such unclaimed balances should be pcnuitted to 
remain in tl1c Government Bonds in wl1ich they iHtve already been invested. 

~cfo;c concluding this Jette:, the Committee further tlcsire to bring to tlJC 
nof.JCe of tiJC Supreme Author1ty, tllC great inconvenience and hm·dshiJl which 
~allows from the necessity of taking out Probate or Letters of Administration 
In the .different Intlian Presidencies when tl1c property of nn Estate lies 
partly 1n each. At present Letters of Administration taken out in Bengal or 
Bom~uy ~ave not clfcct in 1\:J:udrns, and thus to recover ASsets in either of the 
Pr~sJ~cncies, the expense of Administration must l1e incurred in nil ilirce. 
Th1s JS .a heavy .burden in many cases, and there would not appear to be any 
great difficulty 1n remedying the inconvenience lJy making an .Administration 
granted by any .of the Courts, available tl1roughout the territories of th~ 
Company. If tim were tlone, it woultl be feH as n great boon, more especially 

I 
I 

··I·· 
i 

now that the different Presitlcncics nrc becoming so much more united by 
fhciliticS Of communication, by joint stocl~ associations, and by public works, 

umlertakcn und cnrricd on by private enterprize. 
In conclusion, I beg to express the wisl1 of the Committee, that the present 

comimmicatian may be forwarded to the Supreme Government, nnd tll':Y 
Jwpc tlw.t it will b~.: .in the power of the Rigl1t Honorable the ~ovcrn~r 1fl 

Council to do so witll his ~upport to the severn! matters of detail on whiCh I 

have had occasion to remark. 

1lfarlras, 

3rrl February 1864. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. THOMSON, 
Chllirman of /lie Clmmber of Comnwrco. 

APPEND I X F. 

STATE OF THE SOONDERBUND RIVERS, 

• 
CalcuHa, 23rd December 1M3. 

To C. DEADON, EsQ., 
Secy. to tlw Govcrmnaut of Bengal. 

Sm,-I nm directed by the Committee of Bengal Clmmb.cr of Commerce to­
beg the favor of your culling the attention of the Hon'blc the Deputy Governor 
of Bengal to the dangerOus state oft.hc navigation of tl1e S~ondcrbund R~ve~s, 
froni the large number of partially sunken dead trees whwh arc met w1th Ill 
them with tl1eh· roots embedded in the bottom, and tbcir trunks and brauches 
lying' at an angle f{)wurds the sJirfitce of the wntcr, either up or down the 

stream. 

r-- -The Comlllittec is informed thnt boats have lately been ~unk. nncl :~eir 
cargoes lost by their bottoms having been perforated by trees Ill th1s posJtJOn. 

'I In some places also the navigation of the rivers ia rcpoi'ted to be obst!·nctedby 
the wrecks of sunken boats, which require to be removed. At this season of the 
year especially, tlJC rivers arc crowded with boats currying vnlurrblc cnrgo~s, 

i and the Committee truaf.s that the Hon'blc the Pcput.y Governor of Bengal 



will issue orders for the navigation being rendered freCl from the Unngers 

n.Jludcdto. 
Jam, &c., 

(Signed) 'f. l\L ROlliNSON, 
• Secretary. 

No. lOiD. 

FRO~! TllE UNDER-SECRETARY TO TllC GOVERNUENT OF Bl<4,NGAL, 
ToT. l\I. BOBINSON, Esq., 

Sccy. to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

Dated Fort 1Villiam, 31st December 1853. 

Sm,-I am directedi by the Deputy Governor of Bengal to 
acknowledge the rccetpt of your letter of tlw 23rd instant, 

From s~crctnry Board of Re\·enuc, No. HB, dated 6th relative to the state of the 

T A ' onrd of Revenue, No. 339, dntcd 20th no:vigation of the Soon­
derbund Rivers, and in 

':~~o~.::i.!:'i]:~:;<~,~~~v~rfu~: 1~50~' 19D, l'eply t? forward, for tl1c 

Tod~~~i~~~:gll~~~~!~ Dontd of Revenue No 433 information of the Cham-
dated JD!h Mny 1853. ' • ' ber of Commerce, copy of 

~~c~~g!~~~!p~c~~~~[s~3~nrd of Revenue, No, 358, the correspomlence noted 

Tod~t~di:~i~gJeoce:!~~ 1~5o;:d of Revenue, No. Hl~S, ~n the margin, on the sub­
• JCCtrcferrcd toby you . 

• 
(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 

Unrler-Secy. to fhe Got•f. of Bengal. 

(COl'J.I:S.) 

No.J4B. 

~:o~E~;_ ~~:~~:.~~q.~o THE BOARD or REVENUE, L. P., 

Landllevenue, 

Secretary to the Go~ernment of Bengal, 

Reuerwe Departmmd. 
Dated Port William, t11c Uti! Aprill8G3, 

nnd Esa.ns. 
E. r.r. GonnoN } 

Sm,-ll111Ve the honor, by direction oft!Je Board 
o_f Rewmue, to sulJmit herewith, for the eonsiUcra­
hon of the J'l~ost lojoble t!Jc Governor of Bcngnl, n 

copy o~ a letter, No. Gl, dated tiJC llilh :February 
II,RICI<E'ITS, 

la~l,' (rcccivetl under cover of one from tho Officiating Commissioncl• of 
Dnccn), rcJJI'Cs~nting the dtmgers and detentions to 

lcc~ol;r~~~~e~3N~~~·, Col- which tl!C property of tlu~ native trading community 
ia exposcrl in its transit to the Presidency through 

tltc Soonderbund River~ and the Balliagbntta Cannl. 
2nd. The obstruction to the progress of bonts through the Cannl iff, tho 

Board believe, about to be remedie(1 by a second Canal; but, ns regards tlH~ 
want of towing pnth~, mucl1, they tl1ink, might be done by emyloying at once 
se,•cral strong hu·ge boats witl1 c!licicnt crews nnd 30 or 40 coolies to go along 
tlw m1tin clJamlCl, and (lo what they can to clear tl1c banks of trees and bushes. 
They would reconuneml the immediate adoption oft]Hl measure, all tl1e rivers 
being closed ami likely l.o remnin closed for some time longOI': it is of eonSe• 
quencc to the whole tmde of the country, that the Soondcrbunds route should 

be freef1•om olJstruetion. 

I hrrve, &c., 

(Signet!) C. II. LUSHJNGTON, 
Secretary. 

Paou Tim DEPUTY COLLECTOR or FURREEDPORE, 

'l'o Tm1 OFFICIATING COJ\1MISSIONEit-or REVENUE, 
lUrii DIVISION. 

Furreerlpure, the IfJthPcbruaryiBfJ3, 

Sm,-As I believe it falls within the province of n Collector to call the 
att~ntion of the ~uperior authorities to nny measure by wlJich the zillnh en• 
trusted io !tim may he improved by the devdopntcnt of its internal resourcc3, 
llmve the l10nor to subjoin tl1e following I'cmnrks, in tl1e hope that, if deemed. 
wortl1y, they mny be submitted for the considerntion of the Board of Revenue. 

2nd. In my tours tlJrough the district during the lnst nnd present yenrs, 
my attention was cnlletl by certnitl opulent l\Ierchnnts, to the loss they sustained 
hy rlelnys an(l obstructions in the nnvig0;tion of the va1·ionA wnter routes to 
Calcutto., nnrl during my recent visit to thnt city, I did my best, while en route, 
to nscertaip. t]JC cause of these delnys and obstructions, amlwhel.her tl!Cy could 

be remedied. 
3rd. My remarks refer to what is called the inner l'oJttc tlll'ough t.htl 

Soonderbunds, navigable f01· boats up to 1,000 IDaunds. By this route an 
immense number of' boats Cfll'rying perishable cargoes, such as fruit, fis!I, 

• 
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pnl·~iully cur~d nnrlnlivc, &c., proc!!ad, nnd the dclny of CYen n few hours in 
the nrrivnl of such cargoes, causes great loss ; with cargoes of n less perislntblc 
nn.ture such ns grnin, oil, &c., time is n matter of consequence, ns tlw quicker 
they arrive ·the more voyages will the cnrricrB be able to make, nml tlw dclny 
ofn dny mny cost the 1\Iercbunts dear, ns tlwy lose whnt they cull the bnznr, 
i. c., what was denr one dny fulls greatly in price tlw next; however, us this is n 
mutter ofsuch obvious importance, it will]Jc sufilcicnt merely to call attention 
thereto. 

4th. I will now proceed to notice 8eriati.,l tl1e cnusc of these dclnys and 
obst1·uctions, nnd to suggest remedies. 

1st .. Tile ward of goon or towing patl1s.-Tbc route through the Soondcr­
bunds is divided into stages, or "knluls," i. c., tile distance 11 towed boat can 
go in one favoruble tide, as loaded boats cannot pull agnin~t the tide, and liS 

it is dangerous to proceed ut night from the trees sank in the stream, it is 
only the one favoruble day tide tlmt can be made me of as a means of p1·ogress .. 
sion, tllUs instead of working fuill2 hours out of the 24, tlJCy lie idle upwnrd 
of18; were there towing paths, tlJCy would be taken udvnntngc of when the 
title was unihvornblc, for strong though tlnl tide is, it is not to. be compared 
to the currents of the interior streams, such us the Pudda and Burusia. The 
obstaelcsareasfollow:-

lst. The old towing paths lmvc been partially carrie<l away or encroac]1ed 
011, and tl1e Magistrates haTe neglected to put in force Section Y., Regulation 
XI. of 1825. This an order from Government migltt remedy, and if the trees 
~o ~e cut from. the lmnks were ;:Iuable, compcnsntion, out of 1·espcct to exist­
mg mtcrests m1ght be made from a fuml to be lwrenfter provided for, 

2nd. Doth sides of the route are in places eultivutcd, but the ryots have 
only c1c_nrcd down to the high water 1nark, so that between hi,.,.h and low water 
marks there is a belt of the tree jungle which prevents the ~oon being usccl. 
The trees in this belt nrc nil jungle and utterly useless, tl1cir removal would 
in no way injuriously nfT~ct the lund, and being within tlw tide limit~, they 
are, I should suppose, the property of Government. "\Vcrc tl10 large trees and. 
bu~hcs c~t d~1~n, the constant friction of the towing ropes would prevent 
the1r agam r1smg to any hcigllt. Tl1is also applies to those parts where the 
bunks nrc perpendicular, nnd not covered at high w11tcr, there would be 
but little to do, three feet or four feet nt the immediate edge would be as much 
nswoultl be required. 

lith. The next and by fnr the .grent.cst obstruction is,-

2nd. The want of-room_in tlw Canal between the Salt 1Valer Lafw and the 
Hoog7t1y.-At some short distance from the Duppa Toll houRc, nll the vnrious pus­
sages thr.ou~~ the Soonder~untls unite, nn(l though there is difficulty in getting 
along, stll11t Js practicable to move; but after passing the Toll ho1180 the press 
commences; all nlong tile Northern side of the Bnlliaglmttn Canal ig a line of 
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bouts: sometimes double, unloatling j,]lcir <.:1n·goes into the wnrelwuscs on the 
N o;•thcrn bank, 11nd nL lo1y water, although there is plenty of water in the 
Cnnal, it is almost im1wssiblc for any but the smallest boat to move; in the 
Circulnr Canal it is clearer, but at about a one-fourth of a mile on the Canal 
side of the lock lending to the Hooghly, the crush," b~dau<l," ns the nfltivcs cull 
it, again commences. To show the rcsttlts of my own experience, I may state 
that in going to Calcutta, my own boat of about 250 mauntls wus detained 
from !1 A.M. to 3 r. ~1., in going from tl!c Duppa Toll to the Ilooghly, n 
distance of about four miles, amwt was only by using my own influence with 
the boatmen of the various boats "luggawed" to the bank, that I got along at 
nil. On mj return I was from 1 r. n~. to 1 A. M,, in accomplishing the same 
distance, while the lUanjces of some large Pulwnrs who effected their deliver­
ance from captivity at the same time, said it had taken tlJcmfourdnyslll Were 
no boats allowed to moor to the bm1ks, the eTil would be much lessened, 
though it wonltl iu a measure continue; the f11ult is in allowing what was 
intended for n Canal or motlc of transit to be converted into a dock; but as 
it has been made usc of in the latter capacity so long, and ns chlinge wo\tlJ 
ruin the vroprictors of the warehouses on its banks, it is doubtful if it coulJ 
now be altered. I have too little local experience to suggest, with any degree 
of certainty, a remedy; but from a cursory glance, I should sny, that widening 
the Ca1ml where practicable, for instance on the North side of the Bnllinglmttu. 
Cnnal, constracting additional dool~-gates at the entrance to the lloogltly, 
would he of advantage; but the only perfect remc!ly is the construction of 
sorrtc otlJCr additional outlet. The prnctienbility of this can only be deter­
mined by local investigation. , The expense· would he great certainly, lmt 
Government would have not the slightest difficnlty in raising tl10 sum requir­
ed, if the rumour be true that t]JC old Canals lmvc long ago repaid in principfll 
aml interest all tlmt was expended on tllCm, l\fy ownknowlcdgeoftlu~ Native 
1\[crchnnts is, thatnn additional toll would be most willingly submitted to; one 
or two rupees is not a considcrntion ton person whose cargo of perhaps liO of 
fish or fruit would be BlJoi[c<llJy a delay of 24 hours. 

Gth. In adrlition to these two great obstacles nrc t.JJC minor obstructions 
of sunken boats and trees, and the want ~f watm· in places at the ebb, from 
tl1e silting up of the Canals. The first of these the jmlicious llSC of a few 
pounds of gunlJOwdcr woultl at once remove; 1l1c secoml is at present of minor 
conscrJHCnce, but in time may furnish work for more than one dredging 
mncl1ine. 

7th. If it ahould be considercU impracticable to remove tlw second obstacle, 
a. slight addition to the present tolls woul<l provide a fund for removing the 
first, 11ml some of the largest Merchants in the Furrcedporc district, 1'i::., tlw 
Tinis of Secdpore have IIBBurcd me they vrould most willingly pay for any 
improvement. 
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stlt. ~~s 1\Ir. Colvin is c.xpcctcd to visit Furrecdporc ~Lort.ly, I will, of 

course, th·aw his attention to the matter. 

Board of Reve!lue, L, P.,} 
Fort 1Yilliam, 

. The 5th April 1853. 

(Signed) 

(True Copy~ 

I have, &c., 

T. B. 11fACTIRH, 
Deputy C'ulteefor. 

(Signed). C. II. LUSHINGTON, 

Seerc,tary. 

No. 339. 

FnoM TliF. SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT oF BENGAL, 

To A. GH .. OTE, Esn., 

Officiating Secretary to tlw Board of Revenue. 

Dated Fort William, 20tli Aprill853. 

Sm,:-I am directed by the l\Iost Noble the Governor of' Revenue, 
Bengal to acknowledge the recei11t ofyoUl' letter, No. 14S,Uatcd 

tl1c 5th instant, on the subject of certain obstructions to the free navigation of 
the Soomlerbund Rivers and the Ballinghattn Canal, nnd suggesting the adop­
tion of measures f01· clearing the banks of those rivers of trees nnd bushes. 

. 2nd. His Lordship observes that Mr. J. R. Colvin lias 
c~~1~~c;~l':;.~~re ~!: noticed tl1is subject in l1is reports on Backergunge and 
nexcd. Furrcedporc, and has also remarked upon the danger 

from sunken trees and hoats along tlw channels of the 
Soonderbumls; that gentleman lms suggested that a competent officer be 
deputed along the whole line to Khoolnu to report on what ought. to be done 
to render the navigation easy and safe, with authority to incur any moderate 
expenditure in removing obstruction from the channels. 

3rd, His Lordship is of opinion that an intelligent English or East Indian 
Deputy Collector, (with powers of a ]fagistmte in the districts of tliC 
24-Pergunnahs, Baraset, nndJ cssorc,) might be deputed for this purpose, accom­
panied and assisted by a skilful Non-Commissioned Ofliecr of tbe Department 
of Public Works, and a sufficient_ number of coolies, with instructions to 
traverse tbewholeinner line of navigation, from the Salt 'V ntcr Lake to Khoolnn, 
to report minutely on tl1c state of the frequented cl!ILnncls and tl1cir banks, 
to ascertain what is necessary to :fhcilitatc the passage of boats at nil times 
of the tide, and remove tl1e obstructions whiel1 more immmediat;;ly impede it. 
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4tlL. The eXJJense of the undertaking may be debited to the Canals, and 
passed under the Board's authority to tliC extent of rupees 5,000: , 

ath. The Boal'd will nominate a Deputy Collector to he appomtcd for tlus 
duty, in order that he may be vested with the neccs.s~ry powers. . . · 

6th. A cotnm'!Jnicntiou has been made to the J'l'bhtary Board, Witli n YICIV 

to the selection of a p1·opcrly qualified subordinate of the Executive Depart­
ment for the duty intended to be assigned to him. As soon as this shall have 
been done, the necessary orders should be issuetl by tlw Board of ReYenue 
for carrying out tl1e measures ab.ove adverted to. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. BEADON, 

Sccy. lo tllc Govl. nf Bengal. 

No, 340. 

Fno:r.~ TilE OFFICIATING UNDER-SECRETARY To TJJE 

GOVERN1IENT m'· BENGAL, 

To TilE :MILITARY BOARD. 

Dated Fort 1Yilliam, 20fll Aprill853. 

GENTLP.~IEN,-1 am direCted by the Most Noble the Governol' 
of Bengal to transmit, for your informution, 11- copy of tliC docu-

From Secretary Board of Rovomic, datctl 5th mcnts noted in tl1e margin, on 

A);~~:~;fr~~·i1~~·;~~~n~~cl;a~u~;t's on Backor- the subject of improving the 

gu~~cd'~~i~i~~c~~~:fary Board of Revenue, of ;t~:~~.:tion of tl1~ Soonderbund 

thi;n~~e. The Board is requested to select and pl~ee at tlJe disposal of the 

Board of Revenue nn efficient subordinate of the DcJmrtment of Public 
'Vorks for the performance of the duty nlludcd to in tlw orderS to tlmt 
Board, 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Offg. Undcr-Secy. to tlw Govt. of Bengal. 

• 
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No. l!.J9. 

EnoM TirE OFFICIATING SECRETARY TO TllE EOARD or REVENUE, 
LO'iVER PROVINCES, 

To CECIL BEAD ON, Esq., 

Secretary to tlw GoiJernment of Bengal, 
Revemw Department. 

LandRel·enue. 

nnd ESQS, 

Dater/ForllJlilliam,lOillilfay 1853. 

SII1,-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, liTo. 339, under date the 20th 11ltimo, 
with its enclosed extrnetfrom]fr, Colvin's t•eporLon 

E.l\1. GORDON} 

H.RrcKETTS, 
Furrccdp9re, calling on the Bonrd to nominate nn 

intelligent English or East Indian DcJmty Collector for special Ueputntion to 
Ii:hoolnn, for the purpose of inspecting the whole inner line of navigation from 
that plnce to the Snit "\Vater Lake. 

2nd, The Bonrd have ascertained on a demi-official reference to tl1c Com­
missioner of the Soonderbunds, that Mr. A. T. Smiil•, n Deputy Collector on 
his Establishment, will h() available for this Uuty in a few days. The BourU, 
tlwrefore, have intimated to tlw Com'missioner of tl•e Jessore Division, their 
having'nominateU Mr. Smith, who will, it is hopeU, be in readiness to proccetl 
on tl•e expedition immediately. 

No. 433. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) A. GROTE, 

Oj]iciatingSccretary. 

FRml TllE OFFICIATING UNDER-SECRETARY To TITP. 

To A. GROTE, Esq., 
GOVERNMENT o1• llENGAL, 

O.ifg. Secy. to tlw Board of Revenue, L. P. 

Dated Fort William, l!ltl1 llfay 1853. 

R<"Vcnue. Sm,-I nm directed to acknowledge tl•e receipt of your Jetter 
No. HJ9, ofthe .. IOth instant, and in reply tl•crcto, to state, for t11 ~ 

information of the Board, that tlw Most Noble the Governor of Bengal lms 
been pleased to sanction the nomination of 1Ir. A. T. Smith, Uncoven;nteU 
Deputy Collector, for the performance of the special duty referred to in the 
letter from this office, No. 339, of the 20Lh uHimo. 
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2nd. 11Ir. Slllith is hereby vested with the powCI'S of a l\Iugistmte in tll'r 
districts of the 2-1-Pergunnul1s, Bamset nnd Jessore. 

!have, &c., 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 

OJTg. Undcr-Secy. to tlw Govt. of Bengai. 

No. 358. 

FaoM TIIE OFFICIATING SECRETARY TO THE BOARD Ol' REVENUE; 
LOWER PROVINCES, 

To CECIL BEADON, Esq., 

Secy. to tl1e Govt. of Bengal, 

LandRe~·enue. 

IJ,RICJ{ETTs,EsQ, 

Revenue Department. 

Dated .Port William, JGtl1 September 1853. 

Sm,-With reference to the orders of Govern­
ment, communicated in your letter No. 339, of the 
2oth April lust, nnd to mine of the lOth May follow-

ing, No. 199, I nm directed by the Board of Revenue to report for tllC infor­
mation of the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, thnt 1\fr. Deputy Collector 
A. T. Smith bas completed his examination of the Canal and River passa;;es 
from the Salt Water Luke to Khoolnn,and clearcU the Channel of aU obstruc-

2nd. Mr. Smith'~ detailed report on u tl1e state of tl!C frequented Channels 
" and their banka, and 'of the means to he adopted to facilitate the passage of 
"boats at all tillles of tl!C tide," will be submitted !Jerenftcr, with the remarks 
of the Board .and Commissioner of J essore thereon. 

3rd. Mr. Assistant Overseer Serjeant Jack, deputed on the part of the 
:Military Board, not hnving been able to leave his post to join Mi·. Smitl1 before 
the setting in of the rnins, the making of the towing paths, for wl1ich l1e was 
more particularly required, has been postponed, such arrangement for this 
work, ns may seem necessary now, will be noticed by the Board when submit-
ting 1\Ir. Smith's further report. • 

!have, &c., 

ft_Signcd) A. GROTE, 
Ojficiati1!!JSecrdary . 
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No.l048. 

F.IIOll THE UNDER-SECREl'ARY TO Till: GOVERNAillNT 

OF BENGAL, 
'l'o A. GRO'rE, Esq., 

Officiating Secretaru to tl1e Buat'll of Revemw, L. P., 

Dated Fort lYilllum, 19th December 1853. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Hon'ble the Deputy Governor of 
Bengal to reques4 that you will CJ:pedite tl1c submission of Afr. 

Uncovcn1111ted Deputy Collector Smith's repor4 on his examination of the 
Canal and lliver pRs.eages, from U1e Salt Water Lake to Khoolna, promised by 
the Board iu the 2nd~ara. of your letter, No. 358, ofU1e 16th September last. 

I!ul.Ve,&c., 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Undf!io-Secu. to the Gaot. of Bc1tf!al. 

W.G. YOUNG, 
Undr:r-Secy, to the Govt. of Bengal. 

No. 42. 
lOth Febr!laryl854." 

To Tnn SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT or BENGATJ. 

S1B,-Government Order, dated the 20th April lnst1 No. 3391 directed a 
minute examin11-tion to be made of the whole inner line of navigation, from the 
Salt Water Lake to Khoolnn, the object being as well to ascertain the stat~ 
of the frequented Channels and their banks, and what might be necessary to 
facilitate the " p11.asage of botits at all times of the tide, as to remove the 
obstructions which more immediately impede it." ' 

2nd, On the Board's nomination of Mr. Uncovenanted Deputy Collector 

.G. O, No. 433 of 19th May. Smith for the duty, he wns veateci with the powerS 
of a Magistrate in the district of 24-Pergunnahll, 

Barasct and Jeasorc, and having been provided with a rowboat by the 11fnrine 
Authorities he started on the 1 Jth Jun~. Assi11tant Overseer Serjeant Jnok, 
"ho ;yns placed und~r the orders of Mr. Smith by the Military Board, re­
pOrted on the lOth June that he could not join the party till relieved at Bur~ 
risaul. The rains set in soon afterwards, so that .tl1e inquiry hllll been con~ 
dueted without nny aid from the Executive Department, ns reported to 
Government in my letter No. 358, dated the 1_6th September last. • 

3rd. Mr. Smith's report is. da!od the 22nd September, .and is accompanied 
by. two maps, one showing the frequented channel from Calcutta lo Tccchn. on 

tl1e right bnnk of tl1e Cobnduck1 nnd tl1e other the channel from Tecohi to 
Kboolnn: The report wns submitted to the Bonrd by the Commissioner of 
Jessorc, with n letter, No. 00!), dated the 18th November last. Besides the 
points on which Government required information, it embraces another _which· 
the BoRNl desired Mr. Smith to consider-the propriety, namely, ofhavmg nn 
organised Establishment for tho special purpo!!C of looking after the naviga-
tion, noel keeping the towing paths in constant order. · 

4tll. It will be conveniei1t, the Board think, to divide the line of channel 
into four Sections. 

ht Section.-From the Toll House at Dhnppn to Bamunghattn. 
2nd Section.-From Bnmunghatta to tl1e Juboonn. or Esnmuttee River .. 
3rd Sectiim.-From the JuboOnn. to the Cobatluck Rivr. 
4th Section.-From tho Cobnduck to Khoolna. . 
The Board will quote, ns they r_emark1 on cnch of these Sections in turn 

from the reports of the Deputy Collector nnd of the Commissioner. 
' tHh, This Section is under the Collector 
lst Stefioll, of Tolls appointed under Act XXII. of 

n~u:'u~:>~~~~t't. ~a:ii:!:lmtta. 1836. Mr. Smith reports RB follows on the 
stntc of the chRnnel :-

" 4111, In obedience to tho instructions conveyed to me, I commenced my 
specinl duties on the 11th June, after .reporting my work of ~e past season 
in tbe Soondcrbuuds. I obtained the assJstauco of a row boat mth tackles, &c., 
from the l\farine Authorities, nnd removed four sunken boats between Dhnppa. 
o.nd BamunghattR. There arc no towing p11.ths bct,veen these places, and the 
banks, on both si(les, nrc obstructed by fishermen's huts and stakes, old ~onta 
under process of being broken up, nnd boats under repair. In busy ~es, 
frmil ,January to 1\Iay, I have seen tl1is p11.rt of the line, for two or three m~les 
from tlJC toll I1onse, crowded with boats wi~hout any order or regnlanty, 
Ienving no sp11.cc for tl1c p!U!sngo of fresh arrivals; and in the nnxiotyofall togo 
n-hend they come to a dead lock, from wl1ich they cannot be easily extricated. 
IIu.,.e ~oats loaded witl1 wood, of from 150 to 200 tons, principally choke up tho 
pns:nge, imd leisurely discharge their oarg~cs by dingllcea, tnking ndvnntage 
of bein,.,. outside the toll IJOusc to avoid payment of toll and demurrage. To 
remov: thEise obstructions and fnci1itn.te tho movement of bo11.ts, it will be 
necessary to make good towing paths, and appoint n small establishment of 
peons to arrange the bonts thnt ancl1~r here, o~ one side in a.line one after 
another, so aa to keep n sufficient sp11.ce on the s1de of the towmg path for n. 
passage, and. also enforce the provision of Section Y_I., Act XXIL of 18~6. 
To afford boats more space for lying in, without crowdmg and prevent cvas1on 
of tho ion, I think it would be "advantageous~ remove the toll bonae to about 
:three miles to the South-enst 'of the pln.eo where it now stands. Dy the law, 
it is to be. obs'erved, the line of nnvigntion described in Clause 2, Section II. 
·.of the Act qt~otcU nbo''~, extt'nds ns f.'ll'llll BnnumglmUn." 
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Tlte Commissioner considers these remarks sound nnd deser\'in~ of nt· 
tention. 

6th. The Eonrd remn.rk thnt no bouts lying in tl1is part of the channel 
are ex~mpt'from toll, and thutthe consen•nncy establishment, at the Collector's 
disposal, is intended to keep tl1e lake passage clear, ns well as tl1e canrrl passage 
within the toll house, there should not, therefore, have been four sunken bouts 
in this Section of the channel. Enquiry is being made why tlw toll house was 
orig1nally placed at Dhnppa, instead of at Bnmunghnttn, tlw legnl limit of the 
passage placed under the Collector of Tolls by Act XXII. of 1836. Collections 
nre, lwwevcr, made from boats anchoring ouisidc the toll house, thougl1 not 
with such facility us.thcy probably would be, were tl1is moved three miles further 
south ~;~s proposed.~ JHr. Smith. The Board will report further on the 
requirements of this Section of tl1e channel, after further communication with 
tl1eCommissioncr. 

7tll. The towing patl1s slwuld, t11e Board think, be immcdin.tely mnde. · 
• ·within half a mile of Bnmunghatta tlJCre is a clmnnel connecti1Jg the lake 
passage witl1 Tolly's Nnllnh, and consequently afror4ing more convenient room 
forhoatsto liet!Jnn in tile passage itself. 

!!nd Section. Btl,, Tl1is Section is under the ExecntiYe 

E!:,~teeBa:,nnl}~~~:nntl!Riv~hr~ superintendence of 1\Jr, Rose. l>lr. Smitl1 
Dis!nnco 34 miles by tanal or says: 

_nl!rthempnssagl!. 
"From Bamnnghuttn the passage dhidcs 

itself into two branches; the one leading southward viU Tnrda, and opening 
Out into the Juboona nt Bussuntporc, througl1 the Kallendee Nuddec navigat­
ed by boats of heavy burden ; and the otl1er the canal . passage, wl1ich opens 
out about nine miles l1igherup the Juboona River, The communication in thia 
channel from Bnmunghattnto the junction ofBl1nngore Klmtta:Kllnl, a di~tnnee 
of 7-! miles, is in good order, 'Yitll a depth of six to seven feet nt low water. 
The banks are here and there obstructed by huts n.nd piles of wood nlld strnw, 
particularly near the Police Stations of Gudyeporc at Bhnttecpotah, and 
Clmltoberin, which sl10uld be removed at onee." 

"6th. From tl1e last mentioned place to a mile beyond El1angorc IT nut, n 
clistnnce of about three miles, tl1e ennui is very sluJilow, lmving nboutfivc or six 
inches deptl1 at low water. Tl1e some is tl1e case nt tlueeotl,cr places witllin 
this line as far us the Rsn.muttee, viz., at Clwitol, Bhownnipnre, Kntta Rim!, 
and Chootkoonec Kntta Khal. These are mnrkerl on the map witl1 yellow 
dotted lines for reference. These places hnve filled witl1 silt since t110y were 
exeayated in 1824, owing to the sluggishness of the tide coming in fl-om 
~ifferent and e'•en opposite sources, and in consequence remaining stntion:u-y 
for some time, which allows time for the form'ation of deposits. Ti1c'bcnelit 
intended to be conferred by the excaYation of the Canals hM been almost 
nullified by their silting; hence no time sl10uld be lost in clearing them out. 
After that lms been accomplislJed, a couple of dredging lJoats should be kept 
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employed to ·~tir up the de110sits as tl10 tide tlll'USI whtch would; I think; 
effectulllly prevent tl1eir permanent formll;tion." 

7tli. "The line of communication from Enmunghatta to the Esnmuttce 
at Rojepore, n di~tance of 34 miles, is under the superintendence or Mr. Rose, 
us Executive Officer of the Canals, by wlwse people towing pntl1s or bunds 
hm·c been made, with the exception of nbout six miles intermediately whicl1 
will probably be completed when tl1C season permits. Tl1ey lmve nlso bridged 
tl1e numerous tide creeks and water·courses which intersect the towing paths 
with posts in the ground at encl1 end and plunked over at the top about a foot 
wide; but botl1 tl10 pntl1s and the bridges should have been made more aub­
stnntinl!y, as in the manner in which they lmvc been made they are almost 
useless. The posts of the bridges hn.ve decayed in places, nnd a great mn':ly of 
tl1e plnnks, from being light ami easily removed, lmve been carried off; and. 
the earthing of the towing paths or. bunds, being mnde 0\lly about two feet 
l1igh, nrc washed away in many place$ and underwater at flood tides. I would 
suggest, that the crceka 1Je ~punned with large cocoanut or pulmyrn trees, and • 
that the towing"bunda in low places be made at least flyc feet high witl1 n good 
slope on encl1 side, to he above the influence of the tide. A melnnclwly occur­
rence took place while I was on my tour ofexnminntiou. A party of boatmen 
were tracking along tlJCir boat when one of them was seized by an alligator 
while wading through n. creek, and severely lnceratetl; l1e was rescued. by 
the otl1ers rushing to his assistance, but I doubt if he survived. Similar 
accidents nrc of frequent occurrence, nnd hence the greater necessity for 
kecpiug the bridges over tl1c creeks nut! towing pnths in constant rcpnir." 

"Both banks on tliis line nrc overhung with several large trees, which pro·· 
joct into nml" over the stream nud greatly endanger the p_assnge. These should 
l1e rcmo,•ed withOut delay." 

9th. Boats of heavy burden nrc compelled !~ere to lenve tl1e Cannl pnssnge,' 
wllicl1 is in some }Jlaces silted up. For about three milles in the neighbourlwotl 
of Bhangore Hnut, there is not a greater deptl1 tlmn five or six inches at low 
water. Towing paths nrc constructed for ncnrly tl1e whole line and the water-' 
courses wl1ich wouM interrupt them ha"\'C been spanned, but .not substnntinlly. 
These paras. of the re]JOrt will be sent to the Military Board, who willdmtbtlcss 
Cnrry out Mr. Smith's suggestions for improving t]JC paths and bridges, nnd 
for removing tl!C· obstructions caused by oYerhnnging trees. 

lOth. The most important, however, to be carried out in this Section of the 
Clmnnel is tllflt oflocnlly deepening it. For this purpose rixtcusive excavation 
is ~ecessnry, nnd two drcllging bonts must nfterwards be employed. On this 
subject tl1c Executive Department will, of course, be consulted, l\fr. Smith 
~stimnfes the expense of deepchiug six miles of Channel at Rupees 8,865·10-0. 

11th. Subsequently to Mr. Smitl1's departure, the Eonrd instruCted l1im to 
commence oparations from tl1e left bank of the Esamultec, from whillh point to 



xxniii 

IOwolna, tile Chmnfel is.wit.hont nny Executinl supm·intcndence: A commu~ 
1;icntion from tl1e iiJilitary Boaril, tCSJJCcting tl1e state in which 1\il-. Smith 
found llfr. nose's Section, apprized t.i1is Board, tlmt the whole strength of Con­
servancy Estnblisl!ment, originally nllowcil for hoping tlLC line of Channel 
fl·om Chitporc to the Esnmuttcc, hnd been transferred to the Collector,of 
Tolls, nnd wns tl~ercfore nvnilable only for Conservancy purposes witldn that 
Omcer's jurisdiction, viz., between Chitporc nnd llnmunglmtta. This transfer 
was mafic by General Order, ~ro. 1409, dated the 7th November 1851, in con­
formity with n suggestion to that effect made by this llonrd at t]JC instance of 
t.he local revenue nuthoritics. 

22th This llonril nrc not aware under wlHtt orders Ilrr, Rose was vested 
witl1 executive charge of. the Line from Bnmunglmttn to tl1c Rsnmuttec, or 
whether indeed tltis line constituted nn Executive clmrge nt nil before 183G, 

when n Superintemlcnt was appointed to tl1c Canals defined in Act XXII. 
ofthnt yenr, The Boru·d's reference of 1851, related exclush·ely to the 

• establishments nllowcrl to Captain Guthrie under tlJUt Act. 
13th, On tltis Section Mr. Smith repm·ts ns follotvs :-

" l'rfy operations for muking towing patl1s commenced from tl10 right bunk 

' ard Secfio", of the Esnmuttec nt tl1c termination of :Mr. Rose's 
From tho EsamuH~o or chnrge. About five mile.~ in lcngtl1 were elcnred of tl1e 

Juboonoh toth.eCohoil.uck. jungle on the wnter side as fnr ns Burrunhat; tl1c · 
J_Jlstonco 35 miles. bnnk being higl1, no earthing wus rcqui1·cd for pntl111 

e;o,;cept in n few hollow pluccs. A mile of tl1c jungle wns likewise clcnrcd 
in the. vicinity of Knlligungc; but the work was stopped owing to the rnins 
Actting in; and the Non-commissioned Officer from tl1e Department of Public 
\Yorks, appointed to assist 'me, not joining in time, I was nutlJciriscd by the 
Board of llcvcm1e to defer the making of the towing paths, nnd return nfter 
completing the examination of tl1c pnssngc ns fnr a~ Khoolna." 

'' The communication from llojeporc to Kalligunge, a distance of 11 ~ milcH, 
is down the Juboonnh n broad and deep st-ream nnvigablc throughout the year. 

'If tl1e towing pnth commenced by me be completed, nothing more will he 
required to facilitate the progress of bonts nt nil times, In two plnces there 
nrc places which ;,.c occupied for tl1c construction; nnd repair of bouts. Tl1csc 
works might be removed to the opposite bunk, leaving the side for the towing 
patl1s free. In fnct a rule of this kind should he adopted ns rcgrmls tltc whole 
line ofthtl Jln.ssagc. The right of the public authorities to keep the banks of 
the rivers clear for tro.cking paths, is recognise(! by Section V., RegtJintion 
XI. of 18:25, but I am not aware of nny lnw by wl1ich it co.n be enforced by 
fine or impri.sonmcnt, except Section VI., Act XXII. of l83G, whicl1 how­
ever is only npplicab\c to Tolly's Nttllnh, ns fhr as its entry into the Soonder­
IJUnds and to the Circular Canal ncross the Salt \Vntcr Lake up to Bamun­
ghaUa.'' 
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"There is another pnssage from tl1c north of Hojcj)orc througl1 tlie Boir:t 
,Theel, !eliding out to Bansdhur Nuddee, indicated in Cupil1in Hodge'~ mnp, ns 
the Cnunl passage; but it is navigable only by smnll boats, and Cl'cn. these. do 
not nvnil them~clvcs of it, owing to the long pull of seven or .Clght.mllcs 
tltro~rrh n dense Jlwd jungle of Ilaoglal! nnd Null overhanging tl1c a\.ream from 
botl1 ;ides, nnd the absence ofi1 singlclJabitntion within this distnnce. The ron: 
viii I\:nllignnge is tltereforc prcfcrred.by nil." 

"At Kalligungc I found two ~unkcn bonis nt the junction of Coxenll~e IU~l 
witl1 the Juboonn.l1, partially ''isiblc at low water. 'While I wns engaged m 
r~movinrr them I witncssca tl1e destruction nf ri third bont in the snmc spot, 
hHlen with baies of cloth nnd various other mercltnndi1.c proceeding ft·om 
Calcuttn to Daccn. It wns when yet nt n distance warned by mypcoplcto keep 
off, butthc force of the current was such as to bnfficihe effor~s ~f tl1c bo~t.mcn, 
nnd it struck on one of the wrecks, fi!lcd and went down, w1tlnn ten IUIIIUtcs, 
in deep wnte1·. After rescuing the men, I anvcd n large .pOI·tion. of tllC cargo 
wllici1 wns subsequently delivered to the owners 1milcr mstruct10n~ from the 
Board of llcvenuc. This is n plnec of some importance from ha vmg ,n lnrgc 
mnrkct, aml being the spot where lJonts nrc oUligcU. .to .nnchor ."'11:tl1cr pro· 
cccding to or from Calcutta, awaiting the turn offluod-tHle conung Ill from tl1c 
Jnboonah, to proceed citlJCr wny. Accordingly boats nrc very much Cl'owU.cd 
11cre nt times; nnd ns the wnl:er from Coxcallee Khal runs down into tl1e 
Juboona]1 nt. n i-igl1t angle, while the wntcr of th.c latter is rushing U.own witl1 
equnl force, it. is tl1c cause of frcqum1t nccideuts. It is tlterefore rc'lnisite ~o 
plncc n small establishment here to nrrnnge tl10 bonts,nnU. mnke them an~hor1n 
Jine nnilleavc a sullicicnt brcndtl1 of the strcnm free.'' , 

"
1'l'lte row bout I hall with me, wns found insuflicieut t.o rcmoYc tltc three 

wrecks nbove mCntioncU., nml although I obtnincU. nn nnchor bont from the 
13nnksl1aJ!, I could not still remove them bodily. 'I'hc timbers and pnrts oftlte 
wrcch that projected to within two or three futlwms of the surface, were re~ 
moved by pieces, nna tl1e lower pnrts of the hulls nrc sunk in deep '~nter ao us 
not to prove dangerous to boats.'' 

"The wrecks ol'two .other lnrge bon.ts, one a chunam nnd the otllCI' n wood 
boat, were remol'cd f1·om the strenm n lbw miles further on, .which closed my 
work of removing the imnlcdiatc obstructions of the pnssngc, ns none nthc1's 

w~~~~1~8~::::~: from Knlligungc ~Jrouglt Coxeallcc ]{lml, is mnde with the 
flood~tide ns fitr the junction of Uoocpookorea ]{lml, a distance of about a! 
Jnilcs, from whence the ebb-tide is required to tl!C junction of Banatolah nnd 

Gothcnkhnlce llh·ers, n distance of nbont 5~ miles; from the l~tt:r tl:c next 
turn of flood-tide is required to proceed pn to Assnssonce ; thusw1tlun ~ d1stnnc':l 
of is miles t11rec different turns of tide nre.required for wantoftrnchngpatlls., 
nut nnt.ur: hns opened n short cut witllin this Bpncc' f.lll'Ol~gl1 Dlwlmdnnguh 
and Ilnbmrgong, which cuts oil' n detour ofnbout G~ m1les, and could b? 
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made ll1e means of saving a day in the JlUSsnge, WCl'C the Rooepookoren and 
Bndnkool Khnls improved by- cutting off a few of the sharp windings, and 
muking n towing path the whole way. Tho want of this convenience is very 
much needed along the whole line of communication. For instance, on arriv­
ing at Assassonec, the influcnc:e of o. contrary tide coming in from the Kull­
puttoa River is felt, and again in coming from Teecha with the flood-tide f;om 
"e Cobnduck River, the influence of n contrary ticle coming in from thc'Cul­
puttowa River is experienced :i.t Boerampore. In both cases for the want of 
towing path to track over ~th of a mile in the one, nnd about a mile in the 
other, boats are detained uniil the next turn of tide. The distance between 
Assussonee :md Teeelw. is about 4! miles, being in all 39~ miles from Dhappa 
to.Esamuttee, and 35~ fr2m the latter to Teecha." 

14tll. The first 11 miles of this Section is down the J nboonuh on the rirrht 
bank of which Mr. Smitl1 cleared the jungle for about five miles. The bank is 
high, so that n raised towing path is not wnnted. There are, however, some 
obstructions on tl1e bank with Wl1ich tl1e Magistrate is competent to deal under 
Section V., Regulation XI. of 1825. At Busunpore, the Kulimlee River enters 
the Jnboonuh; it is there that the lnrge bouts mentioned, us obliged to 
leave the Luke Channel near Bamungluttta., regain the regulnr channel. From 
Kalligunge two miles lower down on the left bank of the J uboonal1, the C!.umnel 
is throu~h the Coxeallee Khal. There is a large mart nt Kulligunge, and many 
boats bemg collected lJCre at the junction of two streams, one at rirrlJt an..,.les 
to tl1e otlter, it is the scene of frequent accidents. There is a. Police" Than~ah 
at Dum-Dumma a little above the junction, and lllr. Smith would station u 
small establishment on the spot to preserve order among the boats. 

15th. From K'alligunge to Assassonee, there is n di~tunce of about IS 

miles, whic~ can only be tr~versed by" Kutl1als," e, i., by waiting for three 
favorable tJde.'l. The map Wlll show how circuitous the route here becomes by 
t~e Banstolah and Gothea Khallce Rivers. A. short' cut, saving 6~ miles of 
distance ll;ll~ a ~11-!'s delay, ex:ist~, .and has only to be -improved by cutting ofF a 

~::s~~:e:·~:~::~~:~~::. making a towing path the whole way, and b~yond 
.16th, F~om . .Assassonee to TeeclJ:t on the right bunk of the Cobnduck, is 4f 

miles. The mconvenience and delay e.:<::perienced by boats goi~rr either wny from 
the want of a towing path, is pointed out ve::x forcibly in Mr. s':nitll's 13th para. 

17th. There are two routes in this Sl!l!'tion, a third marked as such in 

4th Section, Hodge's map, does not seem ever to have been 

ta!r:'~ ~~~~.a to Khoolnah, Dis· opened, and would not, Mr. Smith thinks, be 

his Report describe these routes :quented if it were. Paras. 14 and 15 of 

"From Teecha the passage is again divided into two brancllCs, one viU. 

~~:~~:ol~u~rou~h the Me~ees .River into the Sepsha mvcr, and then up tl!e 
dee, from wh1ch lB also the Steruner passage, and through th6 
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Choonkoorec Khul up the Passur River to KL.oolnnh, This passage is deep 
throughout, but the progress of boats is opposed by contrary tirles at places, and 
it only requires a. towing path to facilitate the navigation at all seasons, The 
distances' are from·Tcccha to. Chundkhallee, two miles; to Sepsha, llfi- miles; 
to the junction ofDhakce Nuddcc, 14~ miles; to the junction ofBhuddcr River, 
21-k miles; to the junction of Choonkooree, 231 miles; to the junction ofPassur, 
26~ miles; to the junction ofBytughntta, 37 miles ; nnd to Khoolnnh, 43 miles." 

" The other branch indicnted on Cnptuin Hodge's map, as tlw Canal passage, 
is sho1m on his mnp as running up the Cobnduck H.iver to l'IIokumtoluh, and 
from these through Cupilmonec and Bhungurea Gong into Bhudder River; 
but it docs not appear that this passage was ever opmed. I have been up the 
Bhungurca Gong as fur ns Cupilmonee, but beyond it no trace of the Channel 
is to be seen. Even if it were opened. I do not think it wonld be resorted to 
at all times, on account of a long run of the .Cobaduck River to be traversed, 
which would be difficult in the north·east IUonsoon, and again in the 8outh­
cnst monsoon. The Channel now opened nnd greatly followed by boats of 6 
to 700 muunds burclen and under, is Bosekhullee, which runs immediately 
under the village of Bunka and through the Pygaisa down the Sepsha, and 
from tlwncc up the Dallettce Gong, and throng]~ the Bhudder and Bytughatta. 
to Khoolnah. Bosekhallee was not probably open at the time wheil Captain 
Hodge compiled l1is map, us he docs not show it, The distance to Khoolnah 
by this route is precisely the same as thnt viU. Chundkhull.ec; but it mny be 
shortened about six miles by opening a passage from the CobaU.uck River into 
Kulsccboonca. Khal above Sreerampore, about 2! miles abo1•e Teecha. There 
are several sharp turnings in the Bytaghatta Khul, and the short cut which 
connects the two parts of a bend of the Bhudder. ·These should be cut off, 
and a towing path made from Teecha to Khoolnah." .. 

18th. Tl1e route for larger boats, which from tlw Dhakcc Nuddec is that 
followed by the Steamers, only requires towing paths to render tlw bontmen 
independent of the tides. .Anotl1er route taken by smaller bouts, is by creeks, 
which enter tl1e Passur or Khoolnah River, some eight miles higl1er up than the 
other. The distance by both routes is the same, and both require towing 
paths. Sucl1 being the case, it would be better, th~ . .IJonrd think, for the 
present, to improve the communications by the former route only. · 

19th. The obstructions to nav.tion actually removed by Mr. Smith in 

General Obsorvntions. course of his trip, c.onsisted o~ the wrecks of nine boats, 
. five of which were found in the neighbourhood ofKnlli­

gungc in u pnrt. of the Channel beyond existing Executive superintendence. 
The brenking up of these wrecks, and the clearing away of overhanging 
jungle for a line of Jive miles on the left bank of the Esamuttce, constitute 
wl1at bas been done toward facilitating the nnvigation of the Eastward. 

20th. Wlmt remains to be Uone independently of the me?SUres for deepen­
ing the Channel in the 2nd Section, coll9ists in providing towing paths, on which 

Q 
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snl1jcct ]\[r. Bidwell, who, ns Conlrol!cJ' of SaltChokics, hns hnd some experience! 
of Soonderbund'b navigation, makes tl1e following observations:-

"'It will be observed, thnt :i\[r. Smitl1 considers it requisite tlwt n towing 

path should be completed for the whole distance from Dhaptta to Khoolnah, and 
submits an estimate of the expense of the work ~mounting to Hs.l4,977. But 
as in my opinion this is not required, from the tmture of the navigation which 
is tidal throughout, I have requested 1\lr, Smith to show on the mnp, the places 
in which he thinks it more urgently required, that is, places where for instance, 
n whole day might be saved to boats navigating the Channel in question, by ena­

bling them to track perlmps two or tl1ree miles or less, against an adverse tide." 
"The path can then be constructed in the first instnnec in the places where 

it is most wanted, and if considered advisable, the completion of the con-
necting portions CUll be effected afterwards." 

21st. Nr. Smith's estimate, which must be regnrdcd ns a rouglt one, is ex~ 

From Dhappa to llamunghattn, 
Betwcon .llamnnghn!ta and tho 

Esnmnttec loft unfinished by 
lllr.Rose, ............. .. 

From Boronbnt to Tccchnriil 
Dnnstollah, ............... . 

F.i'<lm Rooepookorcn I{Jml to 
junclionofHabt·arg(mg, .... 

From Tecchn to Inoolnah riii 
MenecsRiver, .......... .. 

From ditto to Bytnghatta and 
itsjunclionwithth<lPnssur, .. 

Totnll\tilcs, •. 

Rcpairing!h<ltowingpnthcon. 
structedhyMr.Rosofromlln-

"' 
8)' 

munghnttntoEsnmuttec, .... 33 0 
127 miles embankment for n 

towingpnthnvcrnge6fcetbnso, 
2fcctntthotopand4feethigh,I0,72S,9600 

33milcsdittooverJI.Ir,Roso's 
work,an-rngo42,000 cubicfcot 
pcr:mile, .,. ................ 1,386,000 0 

To!alCnbicfeotEmbt., .. 12,114,960 o 

127mileslongctlttingaway .• 931 sq\llll'e 
Junglonhout20feethrond, •. Bccgnhs. 

Cbargcs, 
12,114,960cnhicfeetEm­

hankmcntatlpcr 700feet, Rs. 12,115 0 0 
9:~1 "'l'lare becgnh jnnglo 

cnttmgnt2perbcegnh, .. ., 1,862 0 I) 
SpnnningthcCreokswith 

CocoanutundPnlmyratrecs, , 1,000 0 0 

Total,~ 

trnctcd in the margin. It provides 
for heightening the towing path nl~ 

ready constructed hy :Mr. Rose for 
33 miles in tltc 2nd Section, and for 
spanning all the creeks which cross 
the paths. The Board are disposed 
to agree with tl1e Commissioner, tlutt 
towing patl1s are not required for 
the whole length of line. Tlwy 
would COJlfinc their construction for 
the present, at all events, to those 
portions of it wl1ich arc marl;:cd with 
burnt sienna, on the map of the first 
three Sections, and on the Choon­
koorcc Khal on the map of the 4th 
Section. The Military Board might 
be called on for an estimate of tlJc 
cost of this work, wl1ich would ex­

tend along a line ef some 50 miles. 
22nd. Tl1e two concluding panJS. 

.~Ir. Smith's Report, concern tho 
employment of nn organized estab­
lishment for Conservancy purposes 
on the Channel,· and nrc appended 
in copy to this letter, toge­
ther with an estimate of what it 
would cost to maintain it. The 
Officiating Commissioner thinks, Mr. 
Smith's proposition worthy of con-
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siderntion, nnd his selection of Kalligunge for the head quarters of sucl1 an 
csiablishlllent judicious; but he apparently thinks that so many peons woultl 

not be necessary; tlmt half the number proposed by :Mr. Smitl1, under foUJ or 
six jcmudnrs, would be sufficient. 

"If the expense," he proceeds to say, " renders it iinpossiblc to entertain. 
this proposition, I would recommend, tlutt the services of the Superintendents of 
Salt Chokeys be made of-usc in the mutter. The Ba11gundce and Khoolnah 
Supcrintcn(lcnts nrc constantly passing aml re-passing along tl1is line, and could, 
without inconvenience or detriment to tl10ir own immediate duties, citl1er nOte 

for tl1e information of tlw Snpcrintending Engineer, the places where a towing 
path is required to b~ made, or a sunken boat removed, and if empowered to 
do so, sec the work executed, or, what perbnpswonld be more effectual, might, 
when tl1e line has JJCen once put in good or(ler by the Executive Department, 

be entrustcU with tlte chnrgc of it, aurl directed to keep it. in order, taking 
immediate measures for tl10 removal of :my obstruction or preservation ofnny 
part. of a towing path which may rcquir"c attention. Thoy might actin the 
matter under the general cont-rol of the Superintending Engineer, corresponding 
with l1im on the subject, and submittingtl10ir bills of cl1arges thr~ugh him." 

23rd. 'rho llom·rl observe that tl1c control of tl1e chmmcl from Bnmunghnttn 
toKhoolnah, so far as, regards thcrenJOvnl of obstructions in its bed or its banks, 

is under existing laws vested in tl10 lUagis~ 

18;1~tinn VIII. Regulation I. of tmtcsof24-l'crgunnahs,llarrasetandJcssore, 

Section V. Regnlntion XI. nf within their respective jurisdictions. The 
ISZU. same laws empower Government to vest tltis 

contl·ol in any other officer, lmt looking to the necessity, which :Mr. Smith 
sl10ws to exist., of improving the l'olicc nrrangmncnts on tile line, it is cxpc­
.tlicnt, the Board think, t.hat the general supervision of the channel should 
continJJC, ns heretofore, with the 1\Ingistrates. The Commissioner ns SUjJCrin­
teudcnt of Police, will now be always at lm11d to sec tl1at tl1cy duly exercise 
the powers vested in them, aud will be occasionally traversing the line in person. 
If tl1c Board's view be adopted, it will remain only to consider, wl1at increased 
suhonlinn.tc ngcncy shoultllJC assigned to tl1e 1\Iagistrnte,-a sul>ject, which is 
beyond the lloat;,d's province. They lmvc been given to understand that a 
proposition for rc-construc!.ing the River Police Bs!ahlishmcn!, ns far as tlte • 

At.tara Bankn, has been alrcndy sul;lmittctl to Government by the .Magistrate 
oftJ1c 24-Pcrgunnahs; nnd in this .. ~nsc, the present reference will probabl! be 

assocb!ctlwithit .. 
24!h. It is dcsira]J]c, the Board think, tl;at the Executive ehnrge, whicl1 is 

nsled inl\Ir. Rose of the Clwnnel between Bamunghattn aml the Esanmtlee 
~ltould be extended. (n tl1e rcmnimler oft he Channel as fnr as tl10 Pnssur River. 
UndeJ•thc impres~ion lllllt 1ltc 1\lilitary Donnl willlJc able to furnish Govern­

ment wilh the informntion of which as pointetl out in para. 12 above, this 

""" ___ " ____________ _ 
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Boord nrc not in possession, I hove been desired to send them n copy of 

this letter. 
2Ji"tl1. In conclusion, I nm to remark that the Board nrc opposed to tlJC Com~ 

missioner's proposal to make usc of the services of the Khoolnab and Bau~ 
gnndee Superintendents, if, as is not quite clear, he intended thnt tl10y shoulU 
be entrusted '!fith magisterial powers. They might tender assistance to the 
:Magistrate or Deputy Magistrate appointed to supcrintcml tlw eastern Chim~ 
I1els, by being required t<J report on the stnte of tl1c navigation in t]JC couJ·se 

of their inspection trips. 
26th. Of the importanc!l of keeping these ebann!lls open and safe, tl1ere can, 

the Board conceive, be no question, and the CXJlensc i~olved by measures of 
reform with suoh nn object, is n legitimate charge on the Toll revenue, which 
though levied within certain limits, is, for the most part, paid by bonis which 
travers!! the cl111nnel beyond them. 

J;hnve, &c., 

(Signed) A GROTE, 
Officiating Secretary, Board qf Reuel!ua. 

No. 254. 

FnoM TilE UNDER~SECRETARY To THE GO\i'ERNMENT or BENGAL, 

To A. GROTE, Esu., 
Offg. Secretary to th.e Board of Revenue, L. P. 

Dated Fort William, the 4lll April18()4. 

Srn,-I nm directed by the Most N obi~ tl1e Governor of Bengal to acknow~ 
ledge tl1e receipt of your letter, No. 42, dated tlJC lOth Febru~ 

Revenue. 
nry lost, submitting, witl1 the Board's observntiong, extracts 

from Mr. Uncovenanted Deputy Collector Smitl1's report on tlw line of navi­
gation from the Snit '\Voter Lnlw to Khoolnab . 

2nd. In reply, I nm desired by His Lordsl1ip to state for tl1c informntion of 
tl1e Revenue Board, tlmt tliC Military Board have been directed to take imme~ 
dia.tt measures for deepening nnd clearing tile cliannelnlong the wJ10le·line of 
communication from Dhappa to· Klwolnab, and for constructing nnd repail"in" 
the towing paths, where they nrc really required. 0 

3rd. The Commissioner of Circuit of the NuddenDivision, bas been request­
ed to instruct th!l Magistrates of th_e 24-PergunnnlJs, J"essore and Bannsct to 
organize n sufficient establishment, not exceeding the extent proposed by 
Nr. Smith, for the Police nnd Conservancy of the line of navigation, wlwsc 

j·_ 

duty shnll be to maintain the channel nnd towing paths clear of obstructions, 
nnd otherwise in good condition, to ke!lp order among Uw boats nt the anchor~ 
j 11g places, and to protect the lives and property of persons in transit. 

4th. I nm also directed by His Lordship to request, tlmt theBorn·tl of Revenue 
will desire the Superintendents of Sf.It Chokeys for t]l(l Bnrripore, Bauh•1mdee 
nnd Jessore Divisions, to inspect the clmnnels nnd towing paths when visiting 
their Chowkeya, nnd to report to the sevel'lll !1·1agistrates on their comlition, and 
generally on the efficiency of the River Police and Conservancy EstnUlishm_et;tt. 

()th. The proceedings of11fr. Smith nrc approved. 

I have tl1e honor to be, 
Sir, 

Yo.urmost oUcdientServatJt, 

(Signed) W .. GORDON YOUNG, 
U11der~Secy. to tire Govt. of Bengal. 

APPENDIX G. 

Presentation of Marine Bills for P;tyment. 

Calcutta, 27th Dccembar 1853. 

To A. R. YOUNG, Es(~umr., 
~eeretaJ'!f to tlw Board of Revenue. 

• Sm,-I nm directed by the Committee of1hc Bcngnl Clmmbcr of Commerce 

Lotter from Oflicintini CoHee- to wnit on you with tlJC nccompa.nying copies 
!::~r~~.Sccretary Chamber of Com. of cOrrespondence noted in the margin, between 

Lettor from Socrefnr)' Chamhcr the Officinting Collector of Customs nnd tl1is 
f:c~~mmcrcc to Officiating Col- oflice, on the subject of the presentation and 

Notc.-Givon iot\mlMtRoport, payment of Mari~c Bills. 
The suggostion of tl1e Committee fur tl1e common convenience, both of the 

Custom IIouse Department, and of :Merchants, thnt n.ll :Marine Dills should be . 
presented for p~ymcnt within seven days from the dat~ of entry or clearnnce 
of the vessel on whieh they may he incurred, lms not, it much regrets, 
been put into operntion, nnd in consequence, cases Juive again come to the 
notice of the Committe!!, in which similar niisunderstnndings with those refer­

red to hy the Officiating Collector, have ngn.i.n occurred. 
The Committee will feel ext-remely obliged l1y your bringing t!JC subject 

umler the consideration of the Bonrd of Revenue, nnd begs respectfully to urge 

I' 



the absolute necessity of some such rule being adopted, as that st.ate!l uboye 
for limiting the time allow\)d for the presentation of l\fnrinc Bill~ for payment. 

I am, &c., 

(Sigil.ed) 

No. 45 A.. 

T. l\I. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

FROM TII.E OFFICIA.TING JUNIOR SECRETARY TO ~liE 
BOAJ1,D oF REVENUE, 

To TnE SECRETARY TO THE BENGAL CIIAliiDER ol' COMMERCE. 

Fm·t 'William, the l2tlt JanuanJ I 854. 

Custnms. Srn,-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
E. CunniE, Esq, letter, dated the 27th ultimo, with enclosures, relative· to 

the presentation and payment of Marine Bills, awl to trans­
mit, for your informat,ion, the mmc:xed copy of one, dated the 4th instant, from 
the late Officiating Collector of Customs, to whom yours under reply was 
forwarded for report. 

2nd. No delay, the Board ob5crve, :tppenrs to occur in the Collector's 
Office, nnd they hnvc directed, that the date of the issua. of the Bills to tile 
collecting sircars be noted on the face of tbe bills, as suggested in your letter 
to the Offieinting Collector of tile 2i:ith October lust, But it will be obvious 
to.thc Chamber of Commerce, that tbc sircars can have no object in delaying 
presentation, and it seems probalJle tlHtt the delay complained of in the adjust~ 
mcnt of these accounts may occur more frequently from •the Bills not being 
paid nt once, when they arc first prcscnt-etl. 

3rd. With regard to the 3rll aml .following par'n~. of I'l'l:r. Bowring's 
letter, the BOard will only obscnc, that tlJC late Officiating Collector, tnus1, 
(they conclude,) be mistaken in supposing, tl1at the Chamber had any Ucsirc to 
nssutnc anthoril.y.ovcr him, and. that it i~ tlcsirahle that the Chmnber should 
connmmicatc freely witl1 the Collector in the first instance in all lllattcr.~ con­
nected witl1 tl10 Cuslom House, applying to the Board only in cases of tlifl'cr­
.encc of opinion, or when, after an in~!fectual rcfcnmcc to the Collector', tliCy 
may sec reason to complain of l1is proceedings. 

I ltavc tl1e lJOnOr to be, 
SiT, 

Your most obedient Sennnt, 

(Signed) A. R.. YOUNG, 

. Ojjlcialiug Junio'r Sccrulary. 
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No. 14. 

}~uoM TilE OFFICIATING COLLECTOR oF CUS1'0?.1S, CALCUTTA, 

'l'o THE OFFICIATING JUNIOH SECRETARY 
'l"o ·rHE BOAll-D o~· REVENUE, CALCUTTA. 

Dated tlte 4tlt January 1854. 

Sm,-Advcrting to the Board's Order, No 1602, dated 31st ultimo, calling 
for a rc110rt on n letter addressed to you by the SeCI·ctary to the Chamber of 
Commerce, I have the honor, in tbc first place, to observe, that,, as the Board 
will perceive from the copy of lilY letter therewith forwarded, I never mJgaged 
that Marine Bills ~hould he presented within seven days of th~ cnt1·y or 

clcaruuce of any VcBsci. 
2nd. 1\:[arine BillB arc prcp:u•cd in the Office of the Master Attendant, 

sent by him to the :Uarine Audit Office, and then to me fl!r realization. The 
inward Bills nrc usually received by me four or five dnys after tbe vessel 
enters; but the outwa1·d Bills nrc often not prepared till more tl1an that time 
after tbc vessel clears, as tbe 1\'laster Attendant waits, I believe, for the report 
of the Pilot having left; the Ship at Sen. Iu either cuse the Bills are sent out 
for rcnlir.ation at 10 o'clock the morning after tlwy are received here. The 
collecting sh·cars complain tbat they are kept waiting now as formerly, and 
that pnrLics will not sign a paper or the Bills us lw.ving been presented. for 
payment. So far as regards my Office, I can saf~ly assert tlmt t~ICl'e is. no 
unnecessary dch\y. I. have sometimes called fol'O. Bill the day after 1ts rece~pt, 
~nd found it had nlrcatly been sent out. The same misundcrstand.ing crista 
now as before, and especially in regard to the inward Bills, which Consignees 
often.-efusc to pay until the ships nrc clearing· outwards. The Merclmnts do 
not uppear to attend tO any recommendation the Cbumbcr may h~vc made on 
the subject; while I will venture io assert, thnt tho Custom House aircars 

generaily obey my stringent orders. 
3rd. I regret to bavc observed a rather unfriendly spir\t in the Chamber 

of Commerce in reg1u·d tO myself. 'Vhen I first uttemptcd to alter the system 
in the Custon! House, I Hnturally sought the co·operation of the Committee 
of the Chamber. I wns informed tbat their advice and assistance were at 
my service; but when I applied for the former dcmi-pfficinlly, I was told to 
subject my application in an official form, which I declined to do, a~ such nn 
act wonld Imve been to have acknowledged authority in the Cmnrnittee similar 
tO that of the Board of Revenue. I therefore received neither advice nor 
assistance. Lat~.:ly, in tbo question of"\Vharfage, the Committee have attempted 
to throw the responsibility on the Preventive Offi~.:ers, though they must huvc 
been well aware, that the difficulty arose wholl.Y_ Ji·om their 'IJrincipul Lnwling • 
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Agent refusing to ~how l1is out-passes to tlwse same Preventive Officers. In 
the present· ease the Chamber lms applied to the Board direct, preferring a 
general complaint. If tlwy lmd wished for a remedy, the most natural course 
would have been to have brought two or three cases to my notice, when I 
would have given redress, if·in my power, or, if prefernblc, have nddresscd 
the Marine Authorities on the subject. ' 

4th. The l\Iemliers of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce nrc 
several of tlwm Directors of the Bonded W nre-hciuse Association, who, by 
their Secretary, ou the 29th uHimo, adUrcssed tlul Board, in the case of the 
Cargo of the .Aljrad. The Board referred :Mr. Robinson to me, but no 
application was made. Yesterday, however, liir. Robinson addressed me 
officially, Calling on me to explain why I refused to allow the Cargo of 
the Alfred to be landed at the Bonded )V ~c-house. Had the letter been 
addressed to me by order of the Board, it would have been unobjectionable; 
but I acknowledge no similar authority in a mercantile association. Had 
there been no other reason fo!' my order in regard to the .Alfred's Cargo, 
the fact that .the arrangement to land a whole Cargo of dutiable goods, 
elsewhere than at the Custom House, had been. made without my sancLion, 
and my authority in the maHer treated as nominal, would have been a quite 
sufficient fp-'ound of objection. 

5th. I trust I am mistaken in supposing that the Chamber of Commerce 
wish to exercise some authority over me, perhaps they may think themselves 
entitled to do so, in a degree, jointly with the Board; but I hope, that I shall be 
supported in resisting any encroachment; and that the Board will be pleased 
to direct the Chamber in future t<J seck redress from me for Uny irregularity,. 
in the first instance; tl1eir right of appeal to the Board. I would be the last 
person to wish to interfere with. 

CALCUTTA, Cusro~1 Housr,,} 
'l'lre4tlr January 1864. 

BOARD or REVT.NU:E, } 
Fonr 1VILT.IAM, 

Tl1e l2ilt Januarif1854. 

Iam,&e,, 

(Signed) S. BO'iVRING, 

(True Copy,) 

O.fficiatiugCollar:tor. 

A. R. YOUNG, 
O.fliciatinr: Junior Secretary. 

To A. R. YOUNG, Esq., 

BENGAT. CnA~mr:n or CoM~n:ncr:, 
Calcutta, 30th Jammry 1854. 

Oj]icia(i11g Jimim• Secratary to the Boarrl of Revamw. 

Sm,-I am directed, by tlic Committee of th~Bcngal Chamh~r of Commerce 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 45 A., of the 12tlt mstant, accom­
panied by a copy of one to your address, f1·om the late Officiating Collector, on 
the subject of the issue and collection oLi\Iarine Bills. 

2nd. The Committee desires me to reply gencrnlly, tlmt the subject of tlJC 

delay in collecting tlwsc Bills, was originnlly brought to its notice hy tl10 
Officiating Collector; that it recommended the plan proposc!l by him to tl~eadop­
tion of the Uembera of the Chamber of Commerce; and that it suggested to 
him on thc2fitli October, the plan stated in my letter to you oftl1e 27th ultimo, 
thnt tlw Bill itself might be some clue to wl1ere delay, if any, originated; hut 
to that letter the Committee was never favored with any reply from him, The 
sole object of the Committee hns been to assist in preventing all misunder­
standings between Merchants and tlw Custom House Authorities, and it begs 
now again to repcatmostemplmticallythat, in tlwir opinion, nothing·will contri­
bute so much to the ready collection of all :1\[arinc Bills as their presentation 
to Consignees as soon as possible aftro· tlw entrance and clearance of' allY csscls. 

3rd. The ntlcntion oftl1c Board is therefore solicitetl to the advisability of 
fixing, in communication with the ll!arinc Authorities, some absolute limit to 
the time allowed for the preparation and presentation of these Bills. 

4th. Tl1c Committee would cYen recommend that the outward Pilotngc Bills 
'Should in ftttnre be prepared and presented for rmymmi.t ns soon as tlw l'ilot 
appointed to a Vessel has moved her from t.Iw Port of Cnlcutta. 

5th. The d1·aught of water of every Vessel is ascertained here and certified 
by the Pilot and Commanders to the Bankshall Authorities, and as the clmrge 
is not contingent on her being safely taken to sea, no object is gained by the 
Consignees from the delay of the present system. ~'he Committee would also 
suggest, with a Yicw of facilitating tlw passing of claims f~r return Pilotage, 
tlmt all certifiCates of Vessels luwing gone to Sea should state whether, and 
how far, any. towing l1y Steamers had been employed, and that such cer­
tificates should be sent in duplicate to the 1\Iaslcr Attendant by ti1c Pilots. 
One copy should tl10n be at once sent in by tlmL Officer to the 1\Iariue 
Superintendent; the Consignees of Vessels would then not be obliged to 
wait in cases of a refund of Pilotage payable by Government, until the return 
to town of the Pilot wl10 took the Vessel down the River, which may not 
occur until af'ter an interval ef a week to ten days or perhnps a JUOntll, 

6th. ·were the syslem to be adopted as thus proposed, all tl10 delay whicJ1 
now takes plt1cc wouhl 1Jc avoided. l'hc Superintendent ofMnrine could at 
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once refer to the certificates furnislieUfrom the :rifaster Attendant'~ Depnrtment, 
and audit eacl1 particular Bill when presented; tl1us rendering it unnecessary 
for tlw Ship's Agent to wait for the Pilot, or procure from the Drmkshnll a 
certificate ns he is now_ compelled to do. 

Tl1is would be in fact a snvijg"oftime and labor to all the Departments of 
Go,•ernmentalso. 

7th. The interest of an Agent in nny Vessel docs not necessarily extend 
beyond the particular voyage on which she ia consigned to hipt, nnd on every 
ground it must be his desire, as it is his interest, to close all accounts connected 
with every Vessel os soon as he possibly can; so that the Committee is unwil­
ling to suppose that any Member of the Chamber would ever bo llllckward in 
aiding to give effect to ordm•s of the Board similar to those above suggested, 
so palpnbly intended for the convenience of nll. 

sth. In reply to paragraph No. 3 of your letter under acknowledgment, I 
have to state that the Committco will always, ns it has hitherto done, 
address itself in tlte first instance to tl1e Collcct.or of Customs .Ql\ matters 
connected with his Department, and· apply to the Board only in the cases sug­
gested by you, 

The Committee need not, it trusts, assure you that nothing could be further 
from its intention than to assume the smallest semblance of authority ovm• 
the Officinting Collector of Customs. Tl1c attempt would have been absurll, 
and the Committee cannot but consider Mr. Bowring's comment on its sup­
posed disposition as cxtxcmely puerile. 

Inm,&c., 

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON, 

Sacretary. 

No.325. 

FnoM Tn:c OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY TO Tun 

BOARD OF REVENUE, 

To TIIE SECRETARY T.o TIIL BENGAL CHAMBER or C01IMERCE. 

FortWilliam1 ilw27tltFebruaryl8G4. 

Srn,-With reference to your letter, dated the 30th 
E, c~:~~::·EsQ.. ultimo, relative to the preparation and presentation for 

payment of J\farinc and outward Pilotage Bills, I 1un 
directed to transmit for your information the annexed copy of a communica­
tion on the subjtct, from the Secretary to the Superintendent of J\Inrine, 

dated the 22nd instant, No. 970, nnd to observe, tlmt tho nrraugcments therein 
indicated seem to the Bonrd cnlculnted to meet the viowf of the Chamber of 

Commerce. 

• Ihnve, &c., 

(Signed) .A. R. YOUNG, 
Officiating Junior Secretary. 

No. 970. 

To A. R. YOUNG, EsQUtnE, 
Junior Secretary, Board of Revenue. 

Sm,-By direction of tl1c Supcrintcn~ent :!k~~~~:~~! 1~1:vrccc!~;t ~~~n;~~: 
From Sc~:~,;;rrd~c~~!uc~~tl,b¥;0°[0;bo~~~~;: letter, No. 230, of 6th instant, 

om~~!t\~,~ncbo;1'f:~~~r of Customs to Do!l.rd, forwnrding copies of corrcspon-
" dntod 4th Jnnunry 1854, No, H. - deuce as per margin, relative to 

om~l~~~g5&_oN~~~:ry"~s~:,"~~8 1t~. Board, the preparation and prcsentution 
Do!>rd to Collcr.tor of CHstoms, d!l.tml12tlt for payment of J\Inrine and out-

January 1854, No, 45, ward Pilotage Bills, rmd request-
'' Don~~~~a~;.~~~~::· ~fo~~~n~~rcc, <latod lZth ing the Superintendent of Marine 

To Donrtl in reply, datn<l :JOth Janum·y 1854• to state, for the information of 

the Bom·d of Revenue, whether, in his opinion, there would be ll1IY difficulty in 

acting on the suggestions of the Chamber of Commerce. . 
• The object of the Chamber of Commerce is. to get the Bills for outward 
Pilotil"'C and otlwr Marine charges paid as soon as possible after the departure 
of each y cssel, and to be enabled to recover the refund on account of the 

emf~~~~:~~!rs·~~~~mmerce appear to think thitt i~ is tho duty,.ofthe ~ilot 
to furuish to the Bank9hnll a certificate of the draught of water of a Sh1p he 
is t..'l.kiu,.,. awuy. This department on the other hand hns alwnys held th.nt tho 
p·r t lt;s done his duty in tlmt respect when he has signed the certificate 
n;t:r hnvin,.,. ascertained its correctness by an inspection of the marks. It not 
unfrf,Jqucntly happens tlmt tho Ship's Port Clearance is not brought to ~he 
1\fastcr .Attendant's Office until late in the nfterno?n, an~l frequ?ntly the P.II:t 
docs not receive his order to take cha1·ge of the Sh1p until late m the cvemno, 
nnd the Ship may be leaving in the morning and perhaps by sL~nm. In suoh 
circumstauces the Pilot cannot be held rosponsible thnt the 9crLJfic~tc tlmt .he 
signs on bourd the Ship shnll reach the Bankshnll, unless the Sh1p rcmams 
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Ion"" cnou<>l1 to enable him to nscarlain tho fhct. Those concerned in lll·e 
Shi; must," as they l.JRvc hiilicrto done, see that the certificate rcncl1es thc­
Baukshall at once, if they wish to have the Pilotage Dill speedily 1n·csenteU 
for payment. This practice the Superintendent cannot see that it would 
bcnelit i.l10 Mercantile CommUJlity to alter. 

4tll. In respect to the cc~'tilicate on which the Agents of the Ship arc to 

obt..nin a re~fund of Pilotage for tlJC employment of Steam, the Supcrintcnllcnt 
is also for lcn.ving it to the rarties most intercstell in its reuching its destina~ 
tion. Those Agents who wish for the earliest receipt of the document on 
which only the refund can be claimed, can furnisl1 the Commander of the Ship 
with a blunk form of cel'tificate to be fillc(l up nnU signed by the Pilot before 
he Ietwcs the Ship at the SandheadS; this cun be given to tlnl Pilot, or to tl1e 
Commandct· of the Steamer on her leaving the Ship, undct· cover addressed to 
her Agent to be forwardeU to KcUgerec by first opporlunity, and thence by 
post to Calcutta. 

5th. The Board of Revenue anti the Ch:unbcrof Commerce may rely on tlw 
Superintendent's be~tendenvours to lmve the Marine Bills made out, nuditcU, 
and sent to the Collector of Customs as speedily as Possible after the t·eceipt 
ofihc necessary certiticutc, and also thut the Bill for rc.funll be spceUily passed 
when offercU for audit with the JICCcssary voucher, and he would suggest, 
that on presentation of ccrtifiente of draught of water at the B:mkslmll, 
and of re-fund Bill at this Office, it should be uccompanied by a receipt book 
in which the purticulur3 of the Certificute ot· Bill, us the case nmy be, should be 
cntei'ed, together with the Uute of presentation; that when delay docs take 
place the circumstances of the cuse maybe iully known. ' 

Fon'l' if1LLr.ur, } 
111ARIN.E Su!'I:RlNT.f:ND.nNT's qrrJcJ;, 

1'hc.22ndFeVruaryJBU.J. 

BoAnD or REVENUE, } 

J~ORT IVILLJA:Il, 
T!u: '2ith February lS£i4. 

(Tnw ~(•py,) 

llHn·e, &c., 

(Signed) II. IIO'IYE, 
Secretary. 

\ 

To A. R. YOUNG, Esq., 

!iii 

DIJNGAI. CJTAMBIJR or Co~r~nmcr:, 
Calcutta, 6tlt JIIarcl! 1854. 

O.fficiating Juuim· Sacrclary to the Board·of Revenue. 

Sm,-I 11m directed by the Con1mittee of thC Bm1gul Chnmbct· of C?mmer~c, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, J..To, 32~, of the :7tl1 ultimo, With 
copy of a Jetter from the Secretary to the l\IuWie Supermtm~dcnt .on the 
subject of the presentation of Marine Billa, the views set forth m wl.:1ch you 
state seem to the Tiourd of Revenue cnlcnlnted to meet those of the Chamber 

of Commerce. 
On perusal of the Superintendent oT Marine's letter, it appears to the Com~ 

mittce, that tlmt Officer confines h~nself to the rceommenllation that every 
thinrr shou!U remain exactly liS it is. 

The Superintendent of Marine app'ears, however, to labor under some mis­
apprehension 11s to the present working of tlie system of Pilot's certificates of 
draught of water nnd of towing by Steam. 

·when 11 Pilot takes churgc of a Ship, he'fills in 11 certificate of her draught 
of water and sends it to tl!C Mastm· Attendant. II' he has not an opportunity 
ofsenUiiw it before he leaves the port, l10 ibrw11rds it from one of the River 
Statiom :s he proceeds down, but in all cases the Pilot is responsible to the 
Muster Attendant for the certificate of the draught of water reaching the 
Banl{shall, and from that certificate the Pilotugc Dill is made out. It has 
never dependeU on the exertions of any otl10r party that tl1c Pilot's certificate 
sl10ulU reach its destination, 11s from 3rd p11rngruph of his letter the Superin­
tcnde~t of Marine would appear to believe. 

In like manner when n Pilot quits a Vessel at the Snndheads, he fills 
in a certificate stating, among other things, how far the V esse! had been 
towed by Steam; this ccrtificntc he dcliverB to the Commander of the 
Brig, on bom·d of which he bus proceeded to wait his turn for 1111 inward~ 
bound Ship, and the Commander of the Brig forwards it direct to the 1faster 
Attendant. The 1\Inster Attcndunt forwards a copy to tho Custom IIousc, 
for what object the Committee is unaware; but if that copy wore for~ 
warded instead to the Superintendent of lll11rinc, it woultl enable him to audit 
rc~funU Dills without delay, or culling on the Consignees of Ships to procmc 
certificates from the Pilots. 

'Vith reference to the suggestion contained in the 4th parugr!lph of the 
letter of the Superintendent of Murine, the Committee desires me to ren1ark, 
that a Registel' mny be kept in his Department, in wl1ich the particulars of 
cuch Bill should be entered when given in, so that when deluy occurred the 
circumstances of the case muy be fully known. 

The Committee, in the correspondence thut lms nriscn on the subject of these 
.1\lnriuc llilb, hns only lJUtl iu view to expedite nnd simplify the collection of 
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those Bills. It regrets that so many objections have been found to its sug­
gestions, and so sntisfied is it of the benefit likely to result from their being 
put into practice, that it hopes it may, without any impropriety, solicit the 
Board to give the system' proposed n fair trial, for this would impose no ad­

ditional trouble whatever on the Murine Department during the experiment, 
while, if the trial proved that, contrary to expectation, the suggestions of the 
Committee, when curried out, were not any in1provement, the old system could 

easily be rcv~rtcd to. • · 

I have, &c., 

• (Signed) 'I'. !II. ROBINSON, 
Secretqry. 

No. 47G. 

Fnon TilE OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY TO Til& 
BOARD oF REVENUE, 

To TnE SECRETARY To TnE BENGAL CIIAMBER oF C011111IERCE. 

Fort William, tl1c 23rd Jlfarclt 1854. 

Customs. Sm,-1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
E. CunmE,.ESQ.. letter, dated the Gth instant, on the subject of the prepa­

ration and presentation of :Marine Bills. 
2nd.· In reply I am to observe, that tl1cpreparation of these Bills is a matter 

which entirely concerns the Marine Department over which this Board exer­
cise no control. 

3rd. The object of the Superintendent in the suggestions made by him, 
appears to have been to leave the obtaining and presenting of the certificates 
necessarY for the preparation of Pilotage Bills and tllC grant of rc-funlls, as 
much as possible, to the parties concerned, and tlLis seemed to the Bourd an 
arrangement likely to meet tlLC views of the Chamber of Commerce. 

4th. If the Committee see any thing wlLiClJ they would desire to have 
amended in the working of the system in the Marine Department, they can, 
if they think proper, represent their wishes to the Superintendent of ll1arine 
direct. The Customs Department merely collects Murine Bills when handed 
over for that purpose from the Marine Department, and so much of tlLC sug- · 
gestion of the Chamber us relates to tlLC collection of Bill8 has nlreaUy been 
adopted, as you were informed in my letter of the 12th J unuury lust, 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) A. U. YOUl-.TG, 
OjJlciatiug Junior Secretary, 

APPENDIX H. 

BOMBAY DAWK ROUTES, 

Calcutta, 2Btlt Deccmbe1·, 1853 •• 

To CECIL BEAD ON, EsQ., 
Secretary to the Go/Jernment of Bengal • 

Sm,-I am directe[l by the Committee of the Den gal Chai~Iber of Commerce, 
to request the favor of your· bringing to the notice of the Most Noble the 
Governor of Bengal, the very great and constant inconvenience caused to the 
Commercial Cori:ununity, by the abandonment of the direct dawk route hence 
to Bombay, and the substitution for it of the route viti Allynuggcr, Mirzapore, 
J ubbulpore, &c., for the transmission of the ordinary post between the two 

Presidencies. 
By the fonncr route the dawks were conveyed in eight to nine days, 

whereas upon the new line of l'Oad, the time occupied in their transmission 
is now from ten to eleven days, 

On the proposed change by Government of the duwk route to Bombay be­
ing, in the month of August lust, brought to the notice of the Chamber by the 
Deputy Post 1\fastcr General in charge, the Committee, believing·thnt by 
better roads and means of conveyance, there would be, at least, no eventually 
increased delay in the time occupied in the trnnBmission of letters, did not 
make the objections, which n more mature consideration of those natural to 
such a change, ought to have induced it to offer. 

The continued inconvenience, however, to which the public is subjected, 
makes it an imperative duty to remonstrate against the longer use of tbc 

circuitous route. 
Among the num,berless instances of practical injury resulting from the lute 

unfortunate change, I have to mention that or~crs for the purchase of opium 
at the 12th sale, posted in Bombay on the .5tJeinstnnt, in full confidence that 
they woulJ have been delivered here on the morning of the llith, the day of · 
t-he sale, did not arrive until the 16th, to the consequent disappointment of all 

concerned. 
In the present state of intercommunication in British India, it is obvious 

that the objections, which always exist to circuitous. routes, must here, for 
many years to come, possess tenfold force, and astlJC.Committce l1us learnt 
that another change of route viri Agra attd Indore is now under the considcra-
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tion of Government, iJ; considers tlds a proper time to represent most car~ 

nestly tllC impolicy ofclnmgcs thnt rCt!)-rd, instcnd. of -improving, communi~ 
cation, nnd to urge n return to the old nnd more direct route viii Mi(hlnJmrc, 
Sumbulporc, &c. 

Tl1is recommendation becomes nll the more importnnt, from the nnticipatea 
improvement in Steam· communication between Adcfl. and Bombay, ns the 
earliest intelligence from Europe for six months in the ycur, as well as • 
f~equently from Chinn, ought to be received via Bombay; and the Committee 

Ul:gs respectfully to suggest, tlmt tl1c true course for Government would be to 

:~~u:: ~11:k:~;~;l :8~ :r~:~rinl improvement of tliC line of road via :i\:Iidnnpore, 

!.have, &c., 

(Signed) T. M. ROBll._TSON, 
Sccrctm·y. 

No. 25. 

Fao~ THE SECRETARY ro Tim GOVERNMENT or BENGAL, 

ToT. M. ROBINSON, EsQ., 

Sewclary Clw.ml;er of Commerce. 

Dated Fort William, t.1w 3rrl January 1854. 

Srn,-1 am directed by tl1c Ron'blc the Deputy Governor of 
Gcncrnl. Bengal, to acknowledge the receipt of yolll· letter, dnted tliC 28th. 

11ltimo, bringing to tl1c notice of Government "il1e. very grcnt :md eonst:mL 
inconvenience caused to the Commercial Community by the abamlonment of 
the direct dawkroutchence to Bombay, und tlw substitution for it of t]1e route 
via Allynuggcr, J\1irznpore, Jubhulpore, &c., for the transmission of tliC ortli­
nnry Post between the two Presidencies." 

2ud. You state tlntt, "by the former route tliC dawks were conveyed in 
eight to nine day~, whereas up~ tl1e 11ew line of road the time occupied in their 
transmission is now front ten to eleven dnyS." 

3rd: As nn illustration "ofthc numberless instances of prnoticnl injury 
resuHmg from the lnte unfortunate change," it is mentioned, "that orders for 
~he purclmsc of opium nt the 12th sale posted in Bomlmy on the Uth instnnt, 
111 full confidence tl1nt they would have been dcliverml l1erc on the mornin" 
of the 15th, the day of the sale, did 110t arrive until the lGth, to the consc: 
quent disnppoiritrncnt of all concerned." 
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4th. Tl1e Dcput.y GoYernor desires me to l'C<JUCSt, tlmt you will pl;1ce in 
tliC lmn<lll of the Committee of the 

From T'o.~t Master Gcnorn!, No. 139, <lntc.t 
15th October 1sr,2. 

To T'o~t l\!nstor Gcncrnl, No. 1840, da!~d 
I7thDccomlm•JBU2. 

From l'o8t IllMtor Gcncrnl, No. lOt, <lalod 
:Jr<! Fclwum·y18Ml. • 

efo Past Mnstcr Goncl"lll, No, •113, datc.t 17\.h 
February 1853. 

From l'ost Mns(or Ganornl, No. 84, <lntcd 
30th May 1853. 

Tol'astJI.InshJrGcnoral,No. 1250,<\atc.J. \8(\t 
Juno IB5:!. 

From l'o~t Mnstor Gcncrnl, No. 114, .tate<\ 

Ta2~~~t'~~~:~~;3Goncrnl, No, Jo!SO, do.to.t 2n.t 
AugustiS53. 

Bcngnl ClJHtnber of Commerce tl10 
nccompnnying copy of official rlocn­
mcnts, sltowing the grounds on wliich 
upon tlte establisluncnt of n l•i­
montllly steam counnnnicnt.ion be~ 
tween Englund m1d Ill(lin, tllC rout. 
from Nngpore to C:tlcnitn vit1 S11m­
bulpore was abandoned, and tlm 
route viii Jnbhulpore 'and !lfirzaporc 
adopted in its stenrl. 

fith. TliC change wns resoh;etl 
npon by the Most N oblc tliC Governor of Bengal nftct· mature deliberation, the 
cost of mnintnining the cstablisluncnts on tl1c Sumbulporc liqc being gt·cnt.ly in 
excess of the receipts, and the consequent neLt clmrge on tl1e Revenue filr 
grenter than the possible, but doubtful, temporary benefit confcrrml on the 
public by the continuance of the line would jn~tify. 

Oth. Since the clmngc of route took place, mail earls !Iave been placed on 
the line between Jl'[irznporc.nnd Jnbbulpore, and mensnrcs have Ucen taken to 
make the l'0[\(1 from Jubbulporc to Nagpore prneticnblc for the snmc menns of 

Avt:rii!JC time from Bamhay fo Ca/r:ulfo, 
Days. Ilmu·s. 

Dccmnl.Jcr 1852, .. .. .. s 7~} 
Dcccml.JoriS5J, ........ 9 IG,} 

Diffornncc, ,, •••• 1 
Avr:raye lime from Ctllculfa lo 

. Bomi!UJ/• 
Dccomborl852, •.•.•••• 8 
December !85:1, •• 1 , ••• II 

Diffcrcnco, •••. 

couvcynnec. The di!lCrence in point 
of time, occupied in tl1e trnnsit of 
the mails duriJ1g the month of De­
cember in 1852 nnd 1853, is shown 
in the margin, and when tlJC estah~ 
lishmcnts between Mirznporc nnJ 
N ngpore nrc in full working onler, 
tlJC balance of time will be in favor 
of the new route. 

7th. It is in contemplation to ndopt cnrly mcn3urcs for metalling and bridg­
ing tliC whole distance from Mirznpore to Nngporc, nnd for plneing the road 
on the sante footing ns the Grand 'l'runk llond. 'When this is completed, tlm 

·time occupied in trnnsit on tl1c new line will be ,fOnsidcrnbly less than on the 
olJ one, :,tnd this, indcpcnllent of the advantage that tlJC former will derive 
from the OJJening of the Rnilwny aL no distant period to Pnndoon in tl1c first 
instance, nnd nftcrwnrds to Rnncegungc. 

8th. The DcrJnty Governor, tlLercfore, while· he deeply regrets the incon~ 
veniencc felt by the Commercial Community of Cnlcuttn, in consequence of an 
oceasionnl nnd temporary detention of their letters between llomlmy nnd 
Calcutta for 24 hours, conceives tlmt the inconvenience is 110t of suflieient 
magnitude to justify the Governm~nt in again incurring the enormous expeuse 

' 1 
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of keeping up a separate nnd unprofitable line of dawk eommunicnt.ion, which 
after nll would b!l usclesg. 

9th. You state tlmt) the Committe!! hav!l lenrucd tllnt another change of 
route via Agra and Iudor!l is now und!lr tlJC consideration of Government; but 
the Committee bav!l been misinformed in tl1is respect. The fixlld object of thll 
Government is to improye the means of trnnsi~ and !lxpedite the Mails as much 
as possible by the route of the Great Dc!lcun Roud, and to that object itS" 

lttention will continue to be directeU. 

To CECIL BEADON, EsQ., 

I lmve the honor to be, 
Sir, , 

Your most obcilient Scrvunt, 

(Signed) CECIL BEAD ON, 
&cy. to tlte Govt. of Bengal. 

BllNGAL CnAMnnn or CoMMEncE, · 

Calculfa, 231·d Jmmary, 1854, 

SerJretary to tlw Government oj"Beugal. 

Sm,-I am Uireeted by the Committee of the Bengal Clwmbllr of Commerce, 
to ucknowlcdge tllC receipt of your lllttcr of the 3rd instant, -in i-cply to mine 
of the 28th December, rclutive to the change of dawk routes between Calcutta 
nnd Bombay, and to tlmnk you for the copies of official documents thnt accom~ 
panicU it by desire of His Honor the Deputy Governor. 

You state that "tlw change wns resolvcU upon by tl1e 1\fost Nqblc the 
Governor of Bengal after muture deliberation, tl~e cost of mnintninh1g the 
Establishments on the Sumbulpore line being greatly in eXcess of the reccipts, 
and the consequent nett clmrge on the Revenue far greater tlmn tbc possible, 
but Jonhtful, temporary benefit conferred on tlw pnbltc by tl1e continuanc!l of 
the line would justify.'' 

You further infonn the Committee tlmt, " since the change of route took 
plftce mail carts have been p~'l.ced on the line between 1\:Iirzapore and Jubbui-' 
pore, and measures have been taken to make the roud from Jubbul­
porc to Nngpore practicable for the snmll means of conveyance.'' You give 
a marginal note of the difference of average time on the two routes occupied 
in the transit of the Mails during tll!l month of December 1B.':i2 and 1Bf'i3, (the 
mo~t fM·ornblc for the comparison,) showing a difference against tlw new 
route of 1 day 'l! hours from Bombny to Cnlcuttn, nnd of 22 J10nrs from 
Calcutta to Bombay, nml observe tlmt "wl1Cn tllC cstilblisllments between 1\Iir­
z-apore and Nngpor!l nrc in full working order, the balance of time will be in 
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favor of the IJCW route.'' You intimate Umt" it is in contcmplntion to adopt 
cnrly measures for metalling u11d bridging the whole distunce Ji•om l\lirzaJlOl'C 
to Nagpore, nnd for placing the roa1l on the sume footing us the Grnml Trunk 
Road;" and you ndd tlmt, "wlwn this is completed, the timll occupied in tran­
sit on the new line will be consid!lrably lllss tlmn on thll old one, and this, 
inUcpcnJent of the advantugC tlmt the fo1·mer will derivll from tlw opening of 
the Railway nt no distant period to Pundoon, in the .fu·Bt inab:uce, and afLer-
wnrlls to Rancegungo.'' . 

You then unnounce that u the Deputy Governor, therefore, wllile he deeply 
r!lgrets the inconvenience felt by the Comm!lrcinl Community of Calcutta in 
consequenee of an occnsimmlund temporary detcntftm of their letters bctwllen 
Dombay and Culcutta for 24 hours, conceives that tlw inconvenillnce is not of 
sufficient magnitude, to Justify tlw Government in again incurring the cnorinous · 
expense of keeping up n sepnrute and unprofitable line of Jawk communicntion, 
which nftcl' all would be useless." • 

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce b~gs most respectfully to state 
its "inability, with the fncts now before it, to arrive at the conclusions, on 
which it would appear that the Government Orders for the change of routes were 
founded. From n review of nll tl1c circumstances of the ense, so far as known, 
the Committe!! is of opinion that the weight of llvid!lnce was in iiwor ofr!ltain­
ing the old route vifi Sumbulporc, at least until the actual completion 'of the 
improvements on the circuitous route viU Mirza pore and N ngpore had secured 
tllC ndvnntuge of an nccel!lratcd average speed of transit, auflicicnt to counter­
balance the increase of dist.unce; nnd the Committee is also of opinion tl1at the 
expense with which the dawk transit is alone justly clmrgenblc, wns not of 
sufficient magnitude to be weighed in comparison with tllC public convenim1ce. 

The Deputy Post Master General, in his letter to Government of October 
If'ith, 1852, nppears to have bused his proposul for clmnging the dawk roud to 
Bombay on the following "grounds :-first in order, as in official importance, the 
assumed loss to Government of Co.'s Rs. 2091'120-2-5:1-; ·second, the earlillr 
nrrhnl during several months of the your in Calcutta of letters from Europe lJy 
tbc montl1ly Steamers dm-ing tl10 first contract of the P. and 0. Compuny, and 
the expectation of such being to a gr!lat!lr degree tl1c ·case all tbc year rouml 
after the Iat J O:nunry 1853, from tlw nllcged greater speed secured nuder tlm 
terms of the new contruct of tlmt Company; and tl1ird1 the nnticipatod opening 
of tl1e Railway in the curly part of the cold wcath!lr of 1853 to l'i:IUJJgleporc. 

The Committlle neM not point out to you, how completely illusory the in~ 

creuscd spe!ld of the P. and 0. Company's boats and tho opening of the Uuil~ 
wny to 1\funglcporc in tl1e cold weather of 1853 have proved. 

'I'hc distatlCC from Nngporc to Bombay being common to Loth routes, it. i~ 
only necessary to den! with tho merits of the two lines from CnlcuUn vi(( 

llcMrcs nml Sumbulpore, as fnr ns Nngporc. 
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CnlcnU.a to }.Tagporc viii j\firzaporc is 8GO miles. 
Calcttt!a to Nngporc via :i\Iidnnporc is GGO mile~. 
On the first route the distance from :JI.firzaporc to Jubbulporc, ~ay 245 miles, 

is metalled, and mail carts nrc understood to have been put on it; but in the 
latter end of 1852, the Executive Engineer of the Great Deccan Road reports: 
-"It is quite ~rue that tl1e road is metalled, and during fino weather is fit for 
nny kind of vehicle, but once tlJe rains set in, the roads may be pronounced 
impassable for mail carts. The cause of detention on tills road is tho number 
otnuddics and nullahs unbriUged. There arc 165 nuddios nndnulln.hs.rcquiring 
bridges of from 20 feet span up to 10 lll'Chcs of60 feCt span." 

Again, in reporting at t~ same time on the road from Jubbnlporl! to Kamp­
tcc-a distance of about 150 milcs,-tbe same Officer says,-" the road passes 

·through or borders on, for tl1e greater part of the way, n heavy jungle; it is 
carried over and along many stony and rugged hill ghats, and is cverywliem 
intersected by nuddics, nullahs nnd ravines. There arc many inpe"dimcnts on 
this road, the ~eatost being tho Norbudda River, requiring 11 n.rchcs of so· feet 
span each, nud the Kanwnn River, wlwsc dimensions I do not know." IndePen­
dent of the above two, there arc 148 ~ullabs -nnd nuddies, requiring bridges 
from 15 feet span up to 10 arches of 60 span each, Q.ml fu1·th:Jr 240 small 
nullahs, requiring bridges from 4 span up to 15 span, The want of water is 
very much felt on this line." 

"\Vith reference to this latter distance of 150 miles~Caplnin SJ-cvens, the 
Superintendent of ]fail Roads in the Nagporc Territory, writes on the !.Jth 
July 1853,-" for the past three years I believe tlmt this road Jms not been 
l"Cpaircd at all, a~d its direction is now hardly determined by a track even. 
The works of a temporary nature have been destroyed, and the line will have 
to be put in thorough repair before it can lJc made available witl1 nny certainty 
for dawk purposes. It cannot therefore be compared with that between tJ1is 
(l•hgporo) and Rncporo." 

It is clear from the foregoing c:o>:traets that wl1iltcvcr orders may have been 
given by Government, or lwwcver zealously they may be carried out, no 
material improvement in speed on 3!.15 miles of road can be o:"pccted for some 
years, probably not soOner tltan tlJC date of completion of the Railway as far 
as ncnares. Tl1c cost moreover of putting this line of road u on t11c same 
footing ns the Grnml Truuk Road" must involve a heavy outlay. 

Tho cost of tlw dn.wk c3tablishment on the Great Deccan Road is nnU.crM 
atood to be about Compn.ny's Rupees 7,400 per montl1, '01· Company's Rtlpces 
88,400 per :mnum, for tl1e distance from :Mirzaporc to Nngporo; but the Com­
rnittee lms no means of ascertaining tl1c cos~ either of tl1e first construction 
or of the annunl maintenance of tlwt road. 

The Committee belie-ves, that it mny safely assume tlmt political ami fiscal 
considerations, quite independent of the question of .the carriage of mails, 
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moved the Government to order tlJC Mnstruclion of tlw road referred to nboye, 
and tlutt no part of its cost will be taken as a charge on tho Post Office 
Revenue. The same argument mn.y be applied to the line of ron.d from Nag­
porc viti Sumbnlpore to Miduaporc, for rc.cent events would scorn to warrant 
tho hope that the time of opening np these inlaml U.istricts is near at hand, 
and that their valuable products may be made largely available for the markets 
of Calcutt..1. and. the Coast, by means of wheeled. transport over good roads; nt 

_ present the traffic is neeessm·ily limited from being" confined to bullock trans-
port by the circuitous route ofCuttack, witl1 the c:xception of n little Nngporc 
cotton tlmt finds its w11.y to Calcutta vid Mirznporo, subject to enormous 

charges for ln.nd calTiagc, river freight and insUrl'\nce. 
Tim Committee of the Chamber lms learnt tlwt since the dawk was tn.kcn 

oli' the Smnbulporo line, tho roaU. from Kamcrnra to Sumbulpore hns been 
rocommcndcU., on other groumls, by the Superintendent of Tributary l'lfclmls, 
to be kept open, and t11at a Government road is in course of construction from 
Cuftack, viU Ungool and Sumbulporc, to N agpore. Tl10 whole line is therefore 
rc~uircd fo1· other thnn dawk purposes, and the cost of its maintenance can­
not fairly be considered a charge on the carriage of tho mails. 

The 11ostal cstablisQ.mont on tl1c direct road from Calcutta to ~agpore is 

9tatcU. by the Deputy Post Master General to lmvo cost in 1851, Company's 
Rupees 84,156-5-G, or nearly Company's Rupees 7,100 per month; but from 
tlw.t considerable deductions must be made for the dawks via JHidnapore to tim 
south, nnJ for tl1e dawks from Cuttnck after joining the Sumbulporo road, 
about 12 miles on t110 Kn.morara aide of Sumbulporc. As some guide to tho 
real charge on tl10 Revenue caused by using the direct route from Calcutta, 
tl!C Committee has been informed that the cost of tho. dnwk establishment 
from j\Jidnaporc to Sumbulpore was Company's H.upees l,GOO per month. 

All the line from Calcutta to Nagporc might be made n wheel road, ns tl~e 
Committee is informed, with tliC exception of the part between Kamornrn. 
and Sumbulporc (l!.J4 mile's) as nt present used; but by re-opening the old 
road from Kmnornrn vi<i llantcmgatec and IGsmitta (on which it is believed 
ti1at there was n horse dnwk so long ngo as 183!.1,) to Sumbulporc, the track 
ma be readily mnU.c suitable for wheeled conveyances, though the distance 
wo~ld be increased from 194 to 220 miles. The difficulties of consb:uctiml 
nrc stated to be no greater tl1an those on the line from N ngpore to Mirznporc, 
and tho advantages to be gained by opening up the country very great. 

The dawks between Calcutta nnd Sumbulporo arc carried by nmncrs, from 
tlte latter place to Nngporo only, by horses. But the Committee is nssured 
tlmt by using o. lwrsc, or ratlJCr pony, dnwkbctwccn Calcutta nnd. Sumbulporc, 
n rliminution in time of transit between Cnlcutta nnU. N agpore lnJght be cffcct­
otl, to t11c extent of lG hours, from October lst to June 15th, whicl1, addotl to 
the time given by you as the <lilfcrcncc of time in favor of t.ho o!U route ns 
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. opposctl to the new, or 1 llny 7 hours from Bombny, would mnlw tltc ntlvuntnge 
2 Uays, n matter of mUch moment to the Mercantile Community, looking to tllC 

£lw1·t time tlmt now elapses between thci nrrivnl of the incoming unll tltc des· 
. patcl1 of the outgoing Mails. Neitltcr cnn any mnterial improvement in slwrt. 
cning tim time of trmisit on tl1e ne~ route be expected till the works of bridg· 
ing, &c., shall be well forwarded. 

There is one consideration pointed out in my letter to you of December 28th, 
hut which does not nppe:ll' to have occupied the attention of tl1e Deputy Post 
J.Instcr General in his report to Government. I menn tlJC change in tliC mode -
t:Jf conveying tl1e Mails between Aden and Bomba]', consequent on the con· 
tract lately entered into by t.l1e British Government with the P. and 0. 
Compnny. 

N otwithstnnding the low rate of speed of that Company's Steamers generally, 
there cnn be no doubt that tlJC Mail service between Aden and Bombay will be 
more rapidly conducted by them, than when it wns entrusted to the Honornble 
.Compnny's vessels ; nnd ns n consequence it will .happen, provided quick 
transit from Bombay to Cnlcutta be securetl, thnt letters will :ll'rive here soon· 
cr by that route .thnn by tiJC direct Stenmers. Coupled with the promised boon 
c.f cheap inl:md postage, such v. resuH must restore to the Bombay route the 
eonvCy::mce of v. large share of Europenn (anti frequently of Cl1ina) corres· 
pondoncc; and the Committee feels thnt it cannot too strongly press this :fiJCt 
on your attention when it is urging n. return to the direct route between 
the Presidencies. • 

With the conviction now sintcd that the changes of dawk routes between 
,Bombay nnd Calcutta w!ire premnturc and prejudicial, being based on antiei· 
.pntions not renlized, nod sanctioned very much in ndvnnec of the completion 
of the works necessary to make that change a benefit, the Committee of the 
,Chnmber of Commerce begs respeetfully nnd earnestly to solicit a reconsiU.era· 
tion of th: who:e subject by tl1e Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, 
not only With n VIew tu the restoration of the old route uiU Midnapore nnd 
Sumbulpore, but to its increased efficiency. Enrly intelligence is now of such 
_vital importaiJce to the whole Commercial Community and to the public gene· 
.rally, that the Committee feels it nn imperative duty to submit tl1is communi­
c~~ion through you to His Lordship, in the hope_ of obtaining a fnvoruhle de·­
.eJsiOn on the !)UCstion at issue. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) 'f. III. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

(o!__,_~-~~------~ 

' 
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No. 278 . 

Fno~r TIIE UNDER-SECRETARY TO TilE GOVERN!IIENT or nENGAJJ, 

To THE SECRETARY, BENGAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE . 

Dater[ Fort William, 13171 February, 1854. 

Sm,-I nm directed by the"l\Iost N oblc the Governor of Bengal 
Gonernl. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dnted ~3rd ultimo, _nnd 

in repl to stnte that the considerations therein urg!!d hnvc fmlcd to convmce 
His L:rdship of tlle expediency of restoring the line of postal eomn:uni~ation 
between Caleuttn and Bon1bny viii Sumbulpore, nnd thnt t.l1~ determmatwn of 
Government on this subject conveyed in my letter, No. 25, of the 3rd 

ultimo, must be considered final. · 

I hnve the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servnnt, 

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG, 
Unrler~Secretary to tlw GoVCl'IWICI!t of Bc11gal. 

APPENDIX I. 

• Payment of Interest on the Sicca 4 per Cent. 
Loan. 

BENGAL 0HAMDER OF CoM~rrmcn, 

Calculla, lith January, 1854. 

C. ALLEN, Esn., 
Sccrctm"!} to the Govl. of India, Financial Departme1d • 

Sm -The attention of the Committee of the Bengnl Clmmber of Commerce 
has b~en called to thefnct that in theN. W. Provinces,intcres~ on Sicen Lonn 
Securities is pnid at tl1e rntc of Compnny's Rupees 104-8·_0 for Siecn Uupces 
100, instead of us here nt Company's Rupees 106-10·8, nnd to tliC consequent 
depreciation in the mnrket ·val';le of such Government Securities, ns compnrcd 
with tl1C Company's Rupee Pnpcr. Sicca Rupees 100 being equnl to Sonnt 
Rupees 104·8·0, the holder of Sicen Pnper got the full nmount of interest due 
to him so long ns Sicea Rupees wer~ current in tl1e Lower Provinces and 
Sonnt Rupees in the North.,Vcstcrn Provinces; but when Compnny's lh~}lees 



hecnmc the currency in whi~h nil pnyments by Government were mntlc, it 
hccmnc nprmrcntly tJLc cqunl1·Lght of nil pnrtics to he paid in tlw snme nuumeL· 
nntl I nm, thcrcforc, instructctl by tlw Committee to hcg tlw frwor of your in~ 
forming tlwm, wlmt, if nny, spccinl rcnsons imluccd thc Govcrmmmt to ndopt 
tlu~ prncticc now prevniling in the North-\Ycstcrn Provinccs; nud in t]1e 
nhscncc of nuy such l'Cnsons to suggcst1 thnt it would bc more equitable to 
pny interest on Sicen Lonn Notes to nil parties imlilfcrcntly, nt the rnte of 
CoL)11111lly's Rupees lOG-lO-S for Sicea Rupccs 100. 

I nm, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Scrvnnt, 

(SigncU) '1'. M. lWRINSON, 
Sccrc(nry. 

TO TIIE SECRETARY To TDE BENGAL CIIA11IDEB. o1• COIDIERCE. 

Finanrial Sm,-I mn directed to ncknowlcdgc the rcccipt of your 
Dqwr/me>>t. letter of the 11th ltltimo, drnwing nttcntion to the fnct thnt in 

the North-Wcstcrn ProYinces, Interest outlm Siccn Rupee lonns is pnill nt 

the Exdmngc of only Compnny's H.UJlCcs 104-8-0 for 100 Siccns, wlLilc in 
llcngnlthll E~chnngc is' Compnny's Hup!lcs lOG-10-8, nnd suggesting thnt it 
would be cqm.hlc to pny th!l interest. in question at all places nt the uniform 
rnlc of Company's Rupees lOG-10-8 per 100 Siecns. 

In reply, I nm directed to rcmnrk,thntinthcNorth-1VcstcrnProyiJ1cc$ 
subscriptions to tl1cse lonns were, in nceorclnnae with tlJC terms of the Govern~ 
ment Notificntion, dated 'll11 June 1831, raccivcd in Lucknow or ]<'urrucknbnd 
Hup~cs, nt t~lC rnte of Rupccs 104-8-0 Furrucknhn!l Rupccs fo1· 100 Siccus; 
nn!lm _Section VI. of Act. N~ XYII. of 1835, it is provitlcd thnt pnymcnt 
of the mtcrcst of tlJC pubhc debt mny b!l mndc in ComJlllny's Hupccs nt the 
snme Exchnngc ns before. I nm dcsircd likewise to point your nttcntion to 
Section IV. of tl1nt Act, cnncting thnt the Compnny's llUJlCC slmll hll rcccivctl 
ns cquivnlcnt to tl1c Furrucknbnd Rupee, nnd to stntc ihnt for t]1csc rcnsons 
the Most Nobl9 the Governor General in Council declines to niter tllC rntc 
ofExchnngc. 

Cou~cu, CuAMUl:n, 
1'lt~61ltFelmmry185-l. 

Ilmvc,&c., 

(Siincd) C. ALLEN, 
Scry. lo tlw Guvt. of INdia. 

T 
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Al'PENDIX K. 

CLEARANCE AND DELIVERY OF OPIUM. 

Calcutta, 14/h Dcccm/Jcr1 1853. 

'l'o A. H. YOUNG, Eso.., 
Juuior Secretary, Board of Revcmw. 

Sm,-Tho attention of the Committee of the llongnl Chnmbcr of Com­
tncrce hns bec!t called to the rules at present in force in the G.ovcrnment 
Gotlown for the delivery of Opium, nnd I nm dcsirctl to lay the following 
l'Ctnnrks nnd suggestions beforc you1 for thc considerntion of the llonrd. 

The periotl fot' the delivery of Opiulll at present is from 10 A. Jll, to 
4 1 •• "'· A11y npplicntioa for tleliYery, not mnde previous to the lnttcr hom·, 
i~ only grnntetl on pnymcnt of u ibo, to the Supcriutcmlcnt, of Com1m~y's 
Rupees 2 for tlJC first. lot, nnU "Of CompntJy's Rupees 1 for cnclt sncccedmg 

lo~fhe Committee is of opinion U1nt 4 1•. 111. is too cnrly nu hour for tho 
GotlUwn to bo closed for ortlitmry tlclivory, nnd that tl1c exaction of n fcc 

thereafter is very objeetiOJlnhlc. 
An inspection of the report of tl1e llnily deliverY will sl10w you tlmt tlw 

rlclivcry of the «rent bulk of the Opium is confined ton vcryJ'cw dnys in tl10 

montl1, when tl~cre is n great pressure of business both ni the llonrll's OOieo 

in clcnrbtg, nnd n~ the Godown in tn.king delivery of Opium. • 
On bchnlf of the lmblic, therefore, tho Clunnber of Commerce, through lis 

Couuuittcc, rcqucsts incrcnsoll ftlCilities nt the Godown, nutl tho nbolition of 
fcc~; tho fornter wonhl be nitnincd l1y extcmling the i.imc for ot•dinnry tloli­
yerics to 5 r. 111., and ttltlw·ugh tl1c Committcc fully recognizes the SnJ!Cl'ill­
tctulcnt's just dni1n to be nmply remunerated for his lnbor, it cnmJOt, 
ncrptiesce in tlJO ju~ticc of n1ty part of that romuncrnt!on being levied In tho 

sl!nJlO of u tax on the vnrclmscrs of Opium. 
•rho Committee relics on the fnvornblc collSidcrntion by tl10 llonrtl of tho 

Rtthjcot oi' this communicntion. 
I am,&c., 

(Signed) T. M. ROlliNSON, 
Secretary. 
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No. 611. 

FnoM TilE OFFICIATING'JUNIOR SECRETARY To TilE 

BOARD or HEVENUE, 

'ro THE SECRETARY To TIIE CIIAMBER or COMMERCE. 

Fort 1Villiam, the 27tlt Dceember, 1853. 

Opium. Srn,-iYith reference to your leiter, 1mder date the 14th 
E. CuJuuH, EsQ. instant, on tlrc suhject of tllC Hules at present in force at 

tlm Government Godowns for the delivery of Opium, I 11111 

dh·ected by the Bonrd to forwurd, for the information of ih(l Clmmbcr of 
Commcrc(l, copies of notices issu(ld by the Bourd on the 29th June uml 8th 
July 1850, from which it will be seen that the Godowns nrc not closed for 
orilinury delivery at 4 r. M., as the Committee supposed, but at 5 r. M., which 
is what tlrey usk for-4 r. JII, is the hour fixed for receiving applications. 

2nd. In all public olliccs there must be fixed hours for tl1c tmnsuction of 
business, and those fixed for Opium delivery by the notice of 8tl1 July uppcar 
to the Board to give Opium purchasers all the facilities that can reasonably 
be expected. 

3rd. Adverting to your remark regarding tl1e remuneration of tire lntcndunt, 
I am to obscn•e that he is nmply remunerated by tire salary he receives for tllC 
duties he is required !Jy his emplcycrs to discharge. That the object of levy­
ing a fee is not, as the Committee appear to think, to provide for this snlnry 
by a. tax upon the Opium purchasers, will be m•iU.cnt to the Chamber when 
they nrc informed that these fees have amounted, on nn average to between 
Rupee~ 6 and 7, or nt thtl outside, taking fees for early attendance into the 
account, to nbout Rupees· 8 a month, which is shared by two others ns well as 
tJ1e Intendant. · 

4th. The Doartl would gladly enforce thCl alwlition of the practice of taking 
. fees, but in this, as in some other instances, tl1ey nrc obliged to countenance it. 

for the convenience and accommodation of the i\Ierchunts. They nrc under the 
impression ilrut it is sometimes of imJiortunce to Opium purchasers tl~nt they 
should conuncncc before, or go on after office hours in taking tlrc:ir U.clivcrie~, 
and !IB the Board do not feel that they coulU with fairness compel tl1e Godown 
Officers to nttend williout extru remuneration, tltcy have cn!lcavoured to 
nrrnnge tire matter to t!JC satisfaction of all parties by laying Uow11 a tirodcralc 
seale of fees to be pniU aml reccil·ell on such occasions. 

I bavctl1Cltonor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) A. n. YOUNG, 
O.fficiatingJuniorSr:crctmy. 
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NOT!CK 

. To Jll'Cvcnl inconvmricncc, purties rcrJnil'ing delivery of their 
Opwm. Opium from the PrcsiU.cncy Opium Godowns, arc requested ta: 

make their application for the same to the JntenUnnt of the Presidency Opiunt 

Godowns between the Ofiice hours oJ' 10 A. M. nnU. 4 r. M, 

On all Opium !lclh•ercd before 10 A. M. and after 4. I'. M., tlrc Intendant will 
clwrgc a !lclivery fee of two Rupees on the first lot and 011e Rupee on nll sulJ­

~efjllCnt lois from and after tl1e I st. of July 1850. 
By order of the BouM of Customs, Salt, and Opium. 

(Signed) C. H. J.USI:llNGTON, 
O.fficiating Sacrelary. 

Tlw29thJune1850. 

NOTICE. 

IN explanation of the orders of_ tl10 Board, Ulldcr date tliC 29tll ultimo, 
nuihorizhw tl1c Intendant of tl1c Opium Godowns to charge u smnll fcc on all 
Jots ofOp~tm delivered before and nf'tcr tlrc Ollicc hours of 10 A.M. UJid 4 
r. M. it is l1crcby JJotiJicd tlmt if the Pass for Uelivery is presented to the 
Intc~dani before 4 1'. Jll,, the 1\Icrcllllntwill be entitled to delivery ofhia Opium 
witlrout fcc, altllOugh tl1c' delivery be made ufter ilmt hour, provided that no 
unnecessary deluy is made by the Merchant in inking delivery, and that no 
Opium shall in nny case be delivered from the Gmlowns without fee after the 

llOUI'Of5J•, M. 

By m·der of the BoarU. of Cnsto:Js, Salt, anrl Opium, 

(Signed) C. II. LUSHINGTON, 
O.fflcialiug Suo1·ctary. 

'J'he 8th July 1850 . 
(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 

O,fjidaling Junior Secretary. 
'}'he '27th JJr.t:emiJe1'1853. 

Calrulla, '27tlt .Tanuar!f, 1854. 

To A. R. YOUNG, Esq., 
O.!fg. Junim· Secrelm'!J to the B~ard of Revenue. 

Sm,-I am dil·ccted by the Committee of il1c Bcngul Chnmbcr of Commerce 
to nclmowlcUgc the receipt of your letter, No. 611, of tl.rc 27th December, ill 
reply to mine of the 14th of the same montlr, relative to the Rnlcs at present in 

force at the Government Godowns for the delivery of Opium. 
You state " tliat in· aU public Ofiiccs there must be fixed homs for the trans-. 

nction of business, nnrl those fixed for tlte Opium delivery hy tltc notice ol 
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Stb July nppem.• to tbe Board to give Or1ium purclmscJ·s nll the facilities thnt 

enn reasonably be expected." 
You furtber observe tl1nt tbe fees to the Intendant objected to by the Com­

mittee nrc not, ns the Committee nppenr to think, to provide for his snlnry by n 
tax upon the Opium purchasers," will be evident to the Chamber when they 
are informed thnt these fees have amounted on nn average to between-Rupees 
6 nnd 7, or at the outside tnlcing fees for cndy attendance into tliC account to 
about Rupees 8 n montl1, wl1ich is shnred by two otlwrs as well as the Inten­
dant." And you intimate that " the Board would glRdly enforce the abolition 
of the practice of taking fees, but in thls as in some other instances they are 
obliged to countenance it for the convenience nnd accommodation of JI,:Ier­
chnnts. They ore under tlJC impression that it is sometimes of importance to 
Opium purclmscrs, that they should commence before nnd go on after Office 

hours in taking deliveries." 
The Committee fully admits that fi:xcd hours nrc necessary in aU Offices for 

the transaction of business, but is by no means prepared to allow that the 
hours :fixed by the notice of Bth July for Opium delivery give alt the facilities 
that can reasonably be expected by purcl!Users. On the contrary the Com­
mittee is of opinion tlmt those !10urs might be very considerably extended to 
the great additional convenience of purchasers nnd Ship-owners. 

The present hours for delivery arc from 10 A, 111. to 6 r. ru:.) no Opium being 
delivered in the lust hour unless the Board's pass is produced at the Godown 
before 4 r. M.; 7 hours only in the 24 are tl1uS available for the delivery of Opium. 

The Committee has already brought to the notice of the Board that, after 
each snle, the great bulk of the Opium exported hns to be clenred and shipped 
in 7 or 8 days, cspccinlly when Steamers1rc on the berth. Undor the present 
system the greater part of the day is spent before the boats are loaded. Tlw 
boats have then tu make their way to tllC Vessels, in the case of the P. a11d 0. 
Company's Steamers the distance being great, and on aiTiving Into arc dctninc(l 
till the following morning, tl10 risk of loss being therebY greatly incrcnsed and 
delay caused in lor~.iling ~ cssels. From all this much unnecessary lJUITY and 
confusion nrc entailed on Sl1ippers of Opium. 

There is by £'tr· too much of the feeing _system in the Public Offices of 
Calcutta, nnd it is one that the CQmmittec would gladly sec checked. Witll 
refc~.~nce to the fees of the Intendant of the Opium Godown to ,wJ1ich the 
Committee now more particularly objects, it is evident from your sl;tement of 
tliC trifling average amount received from them by the Godown Officers that 
they nrc practically considered by tl1e public as a tnx, and that the eflbet 'is to 
close .almost entirely by 4 P. Ill. tl1e doors of the Godown on nll Opium not 
tl10n m coUrse of delivery. 

'-?10 ~ommittec ~nkc; thls opportunity of nckn.owlcdging tlH! courtesy with 
wluch lts commumcations nrc received hy the Board of Revenue, ami the 
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prompt. consideration given to its suggestions; but in tl1c present instance 
it ca1mot acknowlcdgo tlmt tl1c Bot1rd has been successful in its cndcnvout• 

to nnnngc the matter to th() sntisfnction of nll pnrties. 
J .. ookitJg to the great present and probably progressive increase in the supvly 

of Opium, it tt}lpcnrs ~lllf-cvident tlmt some chai1gc must be mn!lc in tl1c pre-
sent system; nmdety to arrive ftrst at nutrket will nlwrLys ensure tl10 simulta~ · • 
noons loading of Opium VesselH, and it is in tl1e cloaring uud delivery depart~ 
ments, therefore, that improvement must be looked for, 

The Committee would earnestly bespeak, therefore, the favornblc cmJsidern­
tion of the Board of Revenue to the following suggestions, that the Govcrmncnt 
Godown be upon for the delivery of Opium from 8 A, 111. till 5 r. 11r., but at the 
latter hour should be at 011Ce closcd, unless it sl10uld be for the mutual conve· 
n-ience of the Intendant and Shipper, that the delivery of nny parcel then being 
remoYed should be completed, in which lutter cnse, the Intendant should be 
entitled to a reasonable gratuity. The Committee would nlso propose, that for 
one week nftcr each sale, the Board's Office, for the preparation and issue of 

Opium 'VaiTnnts, should open at the sumo hour of'S A.llr. 

Sttch an arrangement would not compel the attendance of tl10 Opium 
Godown Officials beyond the actual requirements of the public, for an inquiry 
at the Custom Rouse will satisfy tho~e parties, whether any Opium not in 
course of delivery has been pas~ed, when, shotJld there be none, it relieves them 
from being at their posts before 10 o'clock next morning. Besides, ns pointed 
out in my former letter, the services of the Godown Officinls nrc culled for by 

the ptJblic on but a very smull portion of each month. 
The Committee indulges in the l10pc, that the rensonnblcncss of its sug­

gestions will ensure their adoption by the Bonrd of Revenue. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) T. ~L ROBINSON, 
Secretm·y. 

No. 84. 

FnoM THE Ol?FICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY TO TIIE 

BOAJtD o~· HEVENUB, 

'fo •r. M. ROBINSON, E~Q., • 
Secrelu.ry to the Clwmber of Commerce. 

Dated Fort 1Villiam, tlw 1st F'cbntary, 1854. 

Opium. 

anrl Esqrs, 
E. Cunnml 

Srn,-I nm directed to aclmowlcdge the. receipt of 
your letter, dnted the 27tlt uHimo1 in which the Com­
ni.ittec S\lggcst on behnlf of Opium purchasers and 
sl1ipper8, " that the Government Godown. should !Jc T.llu\ICE, 
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open for the delivery of Ojlinm from 8 .1. ~r. till 5 1'. M., lmt nL !lu:: IaUer hour 
~lwult! bent once closed, unlcas it shouhl he for the mutunl convenience of 
the lntentlnnt nnd ShipJlCr tl1nt the delivery of nny parcel I here being rcmovctl, 
should be completed, in whicl1 lnttcr'cnsc tl1e !JJtcntlaut should he CJJtitlctl ton 
reasonable gratuity;" nnd nlso that" for OJ!c week nfter each sale the Bmml's 
Office for tlm vrcpnration and issue of Opium \Yarrunts shoulJ open nt tl1c 
snrnchourofS A.M." 

2nd. In reference to the former of these suggestions, I am tlc~h·cd to remind 
the Committee, that wlmt was nskcd in your communication of the 14th ultimo, 
was that the time for ortlinary deli,•cries should he from 10 A. l\1. to /j r. M., nml 
it was stater! (pam. 5) that the requisite increased facilities would be nttaincd 
by this extension of time. If this would be sufficient, tlHirc seems no reason 
(or at nil events none additional is giycn in your letter now 1mtlcr reply,) why 

. the Godowns should be opened at 8 .\. M. instead of 10 A. :.I. The new pro· 
posal involves, moreover, a continuance of tl1e system of fees to which tlm 
Committee so strongly object, for there seems little or no di!l'crcncc between 
an Officer being "entitled to a rcusonalJle grntuity," and demanding a fee, 
wl1ich is as reasonable us nny grntuity wl1ich could be o!Tered. It nppcnrs to 
the Boar(l that the best plan nnd one whicl1 ought to give 8Utisfaction, will lJe 
to comply fully with the original request oftl1e Committee of" increased f.1ci­
lities at the Godown (to the e.·dcnt then specified,) and tl1c nbolition of fees." 
The limit fixctl for receiving applications will, therefore, lJC removed, aml the 
Intemlnnt will be instructed to go on making Uclivcrics up to 5 r. ~~., nmlnt 

that hour to close the Godowns absolutely, unless he chooses for.l1is own 
convenience, or ns n favor to 11Icrchanfs, to continue at l1is post, lmt in such o. 
case lie will not be entitled to any· gratuity or permitted on any nccouut (o 
receive a fee. 

3rd. In regard to the Committee's suggestion relative to the Bonrd's Office, 
I am to observe, that, not only for some days immediately following ench sale, 
but also at the time fixed for the final pnyrncnts, fifteen days after tl1e sale, a 
portion of the Board's Estnblishmcnt docs attend frequently before 8 A. M., 

for the express purpose of expediting business, and this the Board supposed 
wns gcnemlly known to those who have business to transact in tl1is depnrt­
ment. No complaint hns ever been made of delny in the Board's Office in 
tlm piepamtion of Opium Warrants, and, so fur ns tl1c Boartl nrc awnre, none 
occurs; but slwuld any instances to the contrary be lJrought to their notice 
tlJCy will not fltil to make wlmtevcr further nrrnngemcnts may be necessary to 
prevent the possibility of inconvenlcncc from this cause. • 

I have the honor, &c., 

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 
Oj]icialiugJnniorSecrcfary. 

To A. R YOUNG, Es<1., 
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Br.xGAL CnAMuJ;n or CoM~nmcr., 

Calcutta, Otlt February, 1854. 

O.!ficiatifi!J Jmdol' Secretary to the Bor1rtl of Reuanue. 

Sw,-I am directed liy the Committee of the Bengal Chamber ofColllmcrce 
to ncknowlcdgc rcccitJt of your letter of the lst instnnt, ill rCJ•ly to mine 
of the 27th Jnnunry, relative to the clearance anJ delivery of Government 
Opium. 

The Committee of the Clmmbcr begs to remark tlmt the fnct of inconveni­
ence un(l delay to buyers and shippers of Opium, arising out of the present 
systcnt, both nt the Board's Office unrlat t]JC Opium Godown, is left untouched 
by your letter 1\0W under ncknowledgmcnt, :md tlmt the statement made in 
my former letter of the 14th January, that were the time for ordinnry delive­
ries to be from 10 A.M. to 5 r. M., increased facilities would be nttained by 
this c:;;:tension of time, Dy no means implies, as you seem to think, tl1e mlmis­
sion by the Committee, tl1nt all ref1uisitc facilities wottld have been so attJJincd. 
Pro tanto, coupled with tl1e abolition of the ob1Joxions fees, tho extension of 
time for ordinary dclivericg from 4 1'. M. to 5 r. J\1. 0 would have been a. boon, 
thougl1 not to be taken ns a final relief; lmt by your letter of 27th Decembe1·, 
the Board declined to make any concesBion, and tl1e corrCS}lOudcncc renewed by 
my letter of the 27th January, can now huve reference only to tim increased 
facilities rcquirctl on belmlf of tlw public in that letter. 

Tlw Committee would also rcmal'k, that there is a. wide difi'erence between 
n fcc levied by nuthority, after 4 r. ~r., aml a gratuity or fee paid aft.er 5 1•. 111., 

to suit the mutunl convenience of both partie~ interested. 
The Committee still continues of opinion, that 10 A. ~r. is too lute an hour 

for the opening of the Opiu;:t Godown, und for the reasons given in my letter 
of the 27th .T:muary. Ncitl1Cr can the Committee sec any lJa1·dship to the 
Godown Officials, in requiring tl1cir attcndnnec nt 8. A. 111., because, us explain­
ed in my above cited letter, tl1at attcnduncc would only be occasionnl, nnd its 
necessity known before hand. 

The Committee ngnin, therefore, earnestly requests from the Bonl'd the con­
cession of the more e;'ttcnded time f1·om 8 A. lii. to 5 r. ~~. for ordinary delh·e­

riesof Opium. 
\Vith reference to the snggcstioJJ, tl1at, for one week nftcr eacl1 sale, the 

Boar1l's Office, for tlJC preparation and issnc of Opium 'Ynrrnnts, slwultl open 
nt tl1c snmc honr of 8 A. 111., it nppcars to tl1e Committee, that the periodical 
nttcndancc nt Office of n porlion of the Board's cstablislunent before that 
l1our, tells in favor of the soundness of the suggestion mndo l1y tlm Committee, 
us slwwing tlmt U1c :mthorizctl Office hours arc not sufficient for the work to 
be 1lonc, nml thottgll the fact of such nHcmlancc may huvc been known to 

• 



• 

h:xii 

many, the Office iB not at. such hours open to the 1mblic, and nny purty, dis­
appointed of getting 'iVnrJ.·ants before 4 r. ~~.on one day, cannot, not.withstand­
iiJg such attendance, get them before 10 A. M. on the day following. 

You o.re in error in supposing, thnt no complaints exist of the difficulty of 
obtaining papers from the noard's Office. For tl\C fl:st few days n.ftm· each 
sale, they are constant, not tlmt the noard's establishment are remiss in the 
performance of their duty, but because, from the peculiar nature of the trade, 
the work of the 1nonth is required to be done in a few days. S01ue present 
clnmge is necessary, and with each ycn:r's increasing provision of Opium, an 
improved system will become more imperatively needful; nml it appears to 
the Committee that there can be no great difficulty in ensuriug greater e.'tpedi­
tionin the issue of Opium 'iVarrants, either by the means suggested in my 
letter of 27th January, or by strengthening the establishment commensurately 

with the increased demands made upon it. 
rrovidcd the result is secured, tlu~ Committee n.re inililfcrent as to the mea11S, 

and I am, therefore, desired respectfully to solicit the Tioard's considerntion of 

the subject, with a view to attain the desired object. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. :M. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

No. 133. 

FROM THE OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY To TnE 

BOARD or REVENUE, 

To T. M. ROB;INSON, Eso.., 
Secretary to the Chamber of Gommerce. 

Opium. 

E. CURRIE l 
and Eso.s. 

T. nnuCJ\, 

as follows:-

Fort William, the 28th February, 1854. 

Sm,-1 am directed by the Born-d of ltcvenue to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Dth instant, 
relative to the clearance and delivery of Opium pur­
clJUsed at the Government Sales, and in reply to observe 

2. On a review of tl1e correspondence, and with ftdvertence especially to _ 
the appnrent inconsistency of the ground on which the Committee's last pro­
posal principally rests, viz., the risk to wl•ich the property of purchasers is 
exposed by the late period of the day at wl1ich tl1e Opium, as now dclivercJ, 
reaches tl1c Vessels on which it is to be shipped, with their original objection 
that" 4 r. M. is too early nn hollr for the Godowns to be closed," it seemed 
evident to tho Doard, that the request for two hourli in the morning in addi-

T 
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tion to the us11al office hours, was suggested by the circumstance of its having 
been pointed out to the Chamber of Commerce, that their previous request of 
nn additional hour in the evening had already, with certain limitations, been 
conceded. Tieing desirous neverthe~ess to give ·a ready attention to any appli­
cation of the Chamber of Commerce which might prove to be founded in 
reason, the Board caused to be instituted particular inquiries both into the 
mode in which business connected with the Opium Sales is transacted in their 
office, and also into the practice and usuul rate of delivery at the Godowns. 

3. The result of these inquiries has satis!ied the Bon:rd that any incon­
,·enience or delay, which may be experienced, dMs not arise from the inability 
of the• Board's Officers to get through their work so expeditiously as circum­
stances require, but that, on tllC contrary, their establishment can more than 
keep pace with the requirements of the Opium Shippers witlli~ tlJC hours now 

fixed for attendance. 
4. The progress of the deliveries which followed the last Opium Sale 

has been watched and noted. The clearances have been heavy, and 
lmve put to n fair test the strength of tl1e Board's Establisl1ment work-

ing in their usual manner. The Shipments"' in one week 
"' 4 ' 1oGCilcsts. from the lith to the 18th in~nt,, exceeded the number 

of Chests that will be sold at any one sale of the year. The two largest 
Stenmcrs wl1ieh go to China nnd a Clipper were all loading at the s.ame time ( 
both of tlJC Steamers took on board more than they had ever do11e before; 
aml one of tlJenJ, more than any Steamer has ever taken, except when the 
Bombay, which is not on the line, was put on on one occasion and mnde 

nsingletrip. 
5, When the sale took place on the 8th instant, the Slmngllai had been 

tlll'ee weeks at l1er moorings, and was advertizing to sail on th€j,l!lth; thePcld1t 

was coming up the River, an·d on tlJC 11th issued notice of departure on the 
20th. A Clipper, the Rob Roy, was also taking in Cargo to star~ on the 

15th. On the date of tho sale there were 

im7n~/i~~c~~i~ftc:,ig~~~~~~~\~c~~ ~~:~Pr~~ lying in the Godowns 1,399 Chests of 
citilcr on thu S/.anghai or Rob Rov. Opium"' of former sales, whicl1 had boon 

paid for, and were reo.dy to be shipped; and when the office opcneJ the next 
morning, the books of the last sale had been nll prepared, nnd 4,025 Chests 
more were nvaih1blc for delivery and shipment. On the Dlh no applications 
were made for Shipping Ccrtilicn.tes, and on the 1Oth only for n small number 
{110) Chests of Opium of previous s11les; anrl, nft.cr 4 r. M., receipts were 
produced for 310 Chests of the last sale, which eoultlnot be disposer] oftl1at 
evening. During the Ilth, 13th, Uth, lf:it.h and l6Lh, the bulk of 1he pay­
ments were made and .passes g1·anted. Although tl1c number of Sl1ipping 
Certificates issucll on erwh of these rlnte~ was large, it wilt be seen fron1 th~ 
annexed Statement A, th11t., so fin· from llw npcra\.irms of the Shippers being 
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impeded by the inability of the Board's Estnblishment to complete the requisite 
forms as quickly as they were required, the certificates were given out quicker 
than they could be used, and at the close of each of tlwsc busy days, a g1:eat 
many remained in the hands ·or the Merchants, while not a single application 
remained undisposed of, when the run upon the Office for Cedificates ceased 

on the 16th. 
6. In the Same way (vide annCJ~;cd memo. B.,) the deliveries were made 

from the Godowns without any difficulty or delay on npplication, the total 
mup.ber of Chests taken out on any one day, falling fnr short of the number 
that could, and during the past year, have frequently been given out.* The 

* From 11 to upwnrd!! of 14 hundred Intendant of the Godowns mai'htains, 
Chests hnvn been dclh·ercd in ono dny, that ''there is nothing to prevent tllC 
:!be~~.!:~o~~ ocCIISion tba greatest "whole quantity of. a sale bdng taken 

11 delivery of in one day;" and ccrtninly 
there seems no rellSon to doubt that, if it were necessary, nnd applications 
were made in good time, the requisite fol'lllS might be gone through in this 
Office, for passing the whole quantity in three or four days ; and, under 
proper ana.ngements on the part of the l\ferehants themselves, (for U.'i:pcdi-

. f: tion in taking delivery depends on 

ant ~nesl':kJ~~;;b~:gti.:~~fu~~~~~~~ them nod not on the lntendantt), tlUl 
• one shipJ,ler alone is repor.tcd W havo whole quantity might nlso easily leave 
taken delh·~ry of 850 Chests In °110 hour. the Godowns witllin the same period. 

The Board are assured too, that so far ns this Office and the Godowns are 
concerned, nny V cssel now on the el!inn line could he laden in two days. 
They cannot suppose, that more than this could reasonably be expected, or 
could be ensured under any system or any extension of hours of attendance 
which could be (ieriously proposed. 

7. The Board will only further observe, that though the clmngc suggested 
by the Chamber of Commerce is not necessary, aa has been shown, to ensure 
expedition in the Shipment of Opium, the Board would not for a moment l1avc 
hesitated to adopt it, if they supposed, as the Committee seems to do, that by 
opening the Godowns nt 8 A. lit. so great an advantage could be secured to 
Shippers as to free them from the risk of keeping their Opium in boats all 
night on the River. But this would obviously not be the effect of the change. 
Tl1e earliest despatches leaving the Godowns at 9 or 10 A. M. could not be at 
Garden Reach before the middle of the day. It ia not in keeping with tl1e 
alleged necessity for great l1aste in the Shipments, to suppose, that the people 
on board the Vesael taking in Cargo would remain idle hnlfthe day, and yet 
this is what they would ·have to do unless some of the Chests of tl1e previous 
day's deliveries were along side before the earliest de&patehes of the day could 
nrrive. These deliveries of the previous day would, tllercfore, still lJC cxposerl 
to the risk, to avoid which, is the avowed ohject of the clmngc propoaerl, aml, 
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as rcgnnls exposure ofboals nt night, things would probably remain as they 

nrc whatever hOur the Godowns opened. 
s. The Board arc therefore of opinion, that no necessity has been shown for 

any further change, and th~y must abide by the ?Ctermination communicated 

in my letter of the lsL instant, No. 84. 

I hnve the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servnnt, 

A. R. YOUNG, 
Offg. J1mior Secretary. 

' 

'II ! 
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A. 

Statement showing the Sllipmcnt qf Opium since t!tc Fcbmary Sale. 

Dnte. 

1854. 

_Feby. lOtl1, 
nth, 

13th, 

14th, 

15th, 

IGth, 

17th, 

• Certificates Deliveries Bn~ancc of. 
granted by tlm tnken from the Cert1ficntes In 

Bonrd for Godowns. i~~~~J::~~~;:;~~; 

Chests. Chests. Chests. 

110 '''"'7-'i"'''" 110 

'" ---------
006 " 835 
724 550 

---------
1,G30 G2l 1,009 

'" 982 

--------
2,420 l,G03 817 

7'9 999 

~~--;0-,-- 577 
GSO 1,028 

--------
3,859 3,0:10 229 

150 321 

" 4,009 
3,951 1 18th, 95. 155 

Total, .. , 40104 4,10G* 

Rmnarb. 

~ 

~ 
·" 
i 
0. 
g§ 
-~ ~.s 
~..::I 
E~ 

..9~ 
d'"S 
r~ 
•J: 
~~ 

li 
~> 

tl~ a 
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A. R. YOUNG, 
_O.ffg. Junio1· Secretary. 

BoARD OF REVLNUE, } 

FonT WILLIAM, 

The 28th F,bruary 1864. 

• 
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ll. 

Statement showing tltc claily Shipments ({( Opium for IIUJ 3 Vessels 

loading since tlw sale of Silt Fel.n'llm?J 1854 . 

N nme of V easel. 

Shnnghni Steamer,· 21 450 487 274 . 28 1,2GO 

roldn Ditto, . 
... 05 340 G15 G70 98 135 1,958 

Rob Hoy Clipper, 
GO 150 110 330 223 20 888 

Tolal cnch dny, ... ~= -=-1-=-1=1= " -: 
A. R. YOUNG, 

O.ffg •• Tmu'or Sfcretnry. 

BoARD or· Rnvl>Ntm, 
FonT "ru.J.TAlll, } 

Tllf: 28/l1 Feln'1W1'!J I 854. 

Br.NaAr. CuAMnEn or CoMMERCE. 

29th Aprill854. 

To THE OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRE'fARY BOARD or REVENUE. 

Srn,-1 nm desired by the Committee of the Chnmber of Commerce to 
acknowledge your letter of the 28th of Fchr110l'y, in reply to mine of tl1e 
9th of tltc same month, nnd in eontimmtion of the oorrcspomlonco of tltc 
Clmmbcr with the Board, on tlte sub,iect of tlte cloarnnoc and delivery of 

Opium purclmscd nt tho Government Snles. 
Tho Committee of the Chnmbor fully understands Llmt yo\U' letter, now 

mulor aulmowlcdgmcnt., is meant to he lhc cxprcasioJJ of the Bonrd'11 rcsoluR 

tion no~ to yic!U, in nny degree, t.o the wisl1os of tho CO\mncrcinl bmly on_ the 

I, 



subject in question, 11s re:r1resente!J through the Chumbcr, 11nd wou!tl thet·e­
f'orc lmvc considered th11t letter ns u present termination of the correspon­
dence, so f11r 11s it has been addressed to the Donrd; but the Committee feels 
constrained to reply, becnnse it cannot ndmit the correctness of the conclu· 
sions nt which the Board would aeem to have arrh:Cd. 

You remnrk in para. 2nd of your letter of the 28th Februnry, on the 
inconsistency of the ground on wl!ich the Committee's lnst proposnl (for 
opening the Opium Godown at B A. N.1 to nvoitl the risk to property from 
being kept in boats nil night on account of the lnte hour nt which it is now 
loaded,) principnlly rests, with their originnl objection, tlmt "4 r. M. is too 
early an hour for the GodowllS to be closed/' and state, " Umt it seemed 
"evident to the Board, thut the.rcquest for two hour5 in the morning in nddi­
" tion to the usunl Office hours, was suggested by the circumstnnce of its 
11 having been pointed out to the Chamber of Commerce, thut their pr<wioua 

• "request of nn ndditionul hour in the evening, hnd, nlrendy with certain limi· 
11 tations, been conceded." 

In reply, I huve first; to refer you to the Chamber's letter of the 14th of lust 
December, in which_you will find, tlint the originnl objection is thus slnted,­
" The Committee is of opinion, thnt 4 .r. M. is too early nn l10ur for the Godown 
"to be closed for ordinury deliveries, and tlmt the exaction of n fcc thereafter 
" is very objectionable." 

The plnin meaning of the objection is, thnt as tl1e Godown wns open from 
10 A, M, toG r. M.,it ought to have been ao during the whole time for ordinnry 
deliveries, without shippers being linble to the pnyment of fees; and the Com· 
mit tee is nt 11 loss to imngine by what process of rcnsoning n x:equcst to abolish 
fees, nmllJy so doing to give the public the benefit of uu ndditionnl hour thnt 
Was prncticnlly denied by their exnction, can be held 'to involve the inconsis­

-. tcncy comtJ!uincd of. The risk to property loaded into boats too late in the 
afternoon to be delivered on sl1ip board before the following morning remnincd 
the same, whether the property lind been delivered on, or without payment 
ofn fcc. 

Again, with reference to the Board's opipion ns to tl1e origin of the rc11uest 
for the two additional hours in tlJC morning, I lmve to submit tlmt a re•perusnl 
of the correspondence will allow you, that the request originntcd,-not out of 
any concession on tlie pnrt of the Bonrd, but-out of the refusnl conveyed in 
your letter of the 27th December to grant even the trifling boon nskcd in my 
letter of the 14th of the same month, The Committee of the Chamber on 
lenrniog thnt refusal, took the whole question into re-consideration, and deemed 
it proper to Dring to tlJC notice of the Board nll the onuses of complaint 
on the part of Opium Shippers, nnd to sugg?st remedies. This wns done 
hy my letter of the 27th Jnnlmry in whicl1, among oilJCr things, the opening 
of the Godown nt B A. M, was nskcd. My letter oftl1c 27th wns rcp\ie(l to by 

our's of tlJC 1st .February, amlin thnt t·eply yon intimated, for ~hc.fil•sllim~, 
:hat tliC request lllndc in my letter of December 14th hnd, ' '~Ilh~ert.~I,n 
limitntions," been con~plicd will!. The same l~J~,ter conveyed t e out s 

refusal to mnkc nny further concession. . . , 
The Committee of"tlie Chnmber lcnrns with plensurc, tli~t the O~mm Estnb.­

lis!Imcnt is fully equnl to atiy culls tlliiL enn be mndc on tts exerltons; but tt 
submits thnt the work done on t!Jc occasion named by you, wlien nil tlte sub­

ordinates ,vere working full power, under tl1e eye of the Bonrd nnd .tlie fear 
f tc ded Offlcc hours cnn scarcely be taken as nn nveruge snmple of dtspntch ; 

:n~ I nnm instructed t~ assure you thnt grcnt dissatisfaction hns ~ccn ~clt and 
expressed on many occnsions, tl!Ough it is probable thnt. the lute mquiry mny 

bc;~~~~~~:~n~tct:~fi~ftlle Chamber regrets tlmt it ennnot assent to the opinion 

e;. rcssed in the 7th pnragrnph of your letter now undcr~ckno.wledgme~t, th~t. 
th! obj~ct of freeing shippers from the risk.. of hnvi~tg their Opmm nil DI~ht m 
bonts on the river would not be secured by openmg the Godown nt 8 mstcad 

of ;to~· :~nifcst that, if not nltogetlJCr removed, the :isk would be greatly 

lessened, for every ndditimtal chest stowed on ~o~r~-sh1p on tltc. day of clear· 
nnce !from the Godown, wouhl, to thnt e~tcnt, dtmtmsh the. qnnntlty now neces­
sarily left in bonts during the night; and youmny be assured thnt ~he chnnge 
would be n. boon to nil concerned, ship's offlcers nnd crews, alupper~ nt~ll 
under-writers, including in the latter clnsscs N utives, who ar~ ns :ecnly. nhvc, 111 
such mutters, to tlieir own intcrcat.s, as nny class of Her MaJest.y s subJects. 

Every businesS mnn knows the au~ic,ty of commanders of vessels to lmve 
cargo nlon" side ~nrly in the dny, for by dny work it is more carefully stowed, 
risk of Hre.,morc easily avoided, null the crews nrc less harassed than by tl~nt 
done nt ttigltt, nnd if these advantages, even in degree, be secured by 1111 enrh:r 
opening of tim Godown, the Committee of th~ Chnmher respectfully submitS 

tlmt the request for n clmngc of ]JOur a is not nn m!re!lsonublc .one. . . . 
If 7 hours n dny is considered n sufiicient time for Opnlm !1chvcncs, It 

would be lllOrc for the interest. of those COJICerned t.lmt tliC Godown should lJe 

open from 8 A.· M, to 3 1., M· tlmll from 10 A. M. to G l'· ~r. · 

I have, &e., 

(Rigncd) T. 1\L ROlliNSON, 
Secretary. 
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.APPENDIX L. 

• 
:Removal of Silk Goods in Bolld from 

Southampton. 

Londo11, 3rd February 1854. 

Sm,-1 have the pleasure to trnnsmit to you as abov~ copy of a eommunicn~ 
tion from t11e Treasury, at length conceding the important privilege which this 
Committee have been sp long soliciting, and which they now only await the e'om­
pletion of the Rnll,vay Company's arrangements to carry into· effect. This' 
we hope to see accomplish~d in about n month. · 

• Iam,&e., 

(Signed) G. SAINTSBURY,' 
. BecretanJ EaJJt India and China 4rsocialion. 

To THE SECRETARY OF THE CHAMBER oF COMMERCE, 

Calcutta. • 

TlmA&UBY CuAMDEBS, 

12th January 1854. . 

Sut1-I am· commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Trenmry, to acquaint you for the information of the East Indio.· nnd China. 
Auociation, that u.fter much consideration of the subject referred to in your 
letter of the 8th April lnst, and feeling that it would be a matter of great 
conveniencc·to the trnde of the E!l.!lt that Si}k :Piece Goods, Cashmere Shawls, 
China Cmpe Shawls, ond all simi~nr delicate Fabrics should be removed in bond 

from Southampton when landed there, to the Bonded Warehouses in London 
without being unpacked for the purpose of examination ; nnd observing thnt 
the Merclmnts are rclldy to co-operate with the Customs Authorities in cniTying 
out any regulations which they may think needful for tho protection of the :.) 
Revenue, their Lordships itre anxious to meet the wishes of the trade as 
expressed in your communication. ·, 

I am therefore to sto.te, that my Lords lmvc given authority to the Commis~ I' 

sioncrs of Customs to permit such goods to be removed from Southampton to 
the several Dooks in London hereinatl.er numed, under the fo1lowing regula .. 
tions and such other as the Board of Customs shall think necessn.ry, viz.:-

1st. That on the goods boing discharged from' the Importing Ship at South- 1 
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2nd, That the cases ns sealed shall be placed in a box fittcll with wl!ccls, 
nnd which shnll bo locked nnd also sealed up by the lnndiug Officel'S in the 
snmc way ns is now done with rcgnrd to goods removed unexamined in 

trnnsit . 
3rd. Tbnt ·such box sl1nll be removed to tho Railwny Station, plnced on n. 

truck, removed thence to London, removed from the tl'llck and fol'Wnrded to 
the London, St. KnthCI"inc's, Enst and West India, Docks, being in charge of 
an Officer tl1ronghout, nnd in every wny regulated the snme as the removal ()f 
goods from llull or Grimsby to Liverpool for trnnshipmcnt, with the only 
difference, tl1at these goo£ls having nrrived in the Docks shnll be plnccd in tl1e 
Bonded Wlll'ehouso under the same superintendence as' if discharged from a 

Ship. 
4th. Thnt in addition the Merchant shall give bond for the snfc removal of 

the goods. 

Ircmai~, &c., 

(Signed)" JiliES WILSON. 

To S. GREGSON, Esn., 
bltairman East India and Ol!ina Association, London. 

.APPENDIX M. 

EX'P 0 R T D U T I E S. 

Oalcutia,24lltAprill8li4, 

To CHARLES ALLEN, EsQ., 
Officiating Secretary to tl!C ,Government of I1tdia, 

Ilomc Departme11t. 

Sm,-In tho years I84G and 1848, this Chnmber addressed GoVernment 
through your Department on the subject of the abolition of all Export Duties 

~ on the raw nnd manufactured products of this vnst Coun~ry. A Mcmorinl wns 
D.lso addressed to the llon'blc the Courb of Directors of the Enst India Com~ 
pany to the same efl'cct. It waS transmitted t.hrough tlm East India nnd Chinn. 

.Association of London. 

I, 

IIi 
''I :)i. 

II 
.. ''I 

nmp~n, ~h box slmll be scaled by the landing Officera in such n way ns shnll J lll 

-·="-:-"-~··~if'''"'_ .•.. _,,_ .. _-~~: ~ J --------~~""""""""""'===/:::;,.~,ri //~::::::~,.:::_ ~.1,~,,· ~'I::.: oii;JI 
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Tlmt Memorial wns replied to by Mr. Secrctnry Mel\'ill, under date of 
Jmmary 5th, 184!l, his letter bcing addressed to the Secretary of the above 

Association. 
I mmcx n copy oftlmt letter in which you will observe that Mr. (110w Sir 

J. C.) Mclvill states that" the Association arc doubtless nwnrc that the sub­
" jeet hns been for some time under the consideration of the Court and the 
" Government of India, and tlmt the abolition of the Duties on Export.s was 
"not included among the modifications in tl1c Customs' Laws which were 
"effected by the Indian Act, No. VI. of 1848, solely because it wns deemed in­
'.' expedient to relinquish, under existing circumstances, a eonsidernble source 
"of income for which the Government could not expect any immediate com­
" pensntion by tlte increase of other brnnclJcs of tl1c Public Revenue. I nm 
'.' nt the snme time directed to nssurc you t.lmt the question will continue to 
"receive the best attention of the Ccurt of Directors." 

The Committee of the Chamber docs not deem it necessary, with such an 
explicit ndmission on the part of the Hon'blc the Court of Directors tlmt tlJe 
fear of loss alone restrained Government from abolishing this obnoxious 
nnd impolitic tax, to urge upon you any arguments in faVor oftlJe removal of 
E;o.;:port Duties. Modern fiscal legislation fully admits their il)jurious effects, 
nnd it rcmains only to the Committee thcrcfore, to express its belief, that the 
time lms nn·ived when tliC prog1·cssivc prosperity oft]JC country nnd there­
duced cl1arges on the gcncrnlrevenue effected, more particularly by the late 
reduction in the interest on Government Securities, fully justify the immediate 
abolition of all Export Duties throughout British India. 

The Collections of Import Duties exclusive of that 
on Salt for the five yea~s ending 1848, were ,, .. Co.'s Rs. 1,21,64,141 
Five ycara ending 1853, were • • •.• , , • • • .. • 1,38,76,657 

The increase on the latter period, being., , , , , Co.'s Rs. 17,12,516 

The Statistics relating to the collections of Duties 
on ENports for the five years ending in 1848, slJOw ., Co.'s Rs. 63,17,747' 

Five years ending in 1853, show ••. 59,67,847 

Decrease on the ln.tter period, ,, , • '.' • , •• Co.~''~R~'·=~3~,4=9,~90~0 

tlms giving an inverse result as compared with tlw Import Trndc of the Pre­

sidcncy. 
It is also to be remarked with regnrd to Export Duties, tl1nt while tl1c Tariff . 

includcs upwards of ninety articles liable to duty, nearly nine-tenths of the 
annual collections under this brancl1 of tl1e RcYcnuc nre derived from less 
than twenty articles; taking the figures of the past yenr l8('.i2-53 in illustrn-
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tion of this fact, it appears tlmt the total collections were Co.'s Rs. 12,12,572, 

ofwhicll-
Indigo, ......... ... paid 
Saltpetre, ....... .. 
Raw Silk, ........ . 
Silk Piece Goods, 

Rice, .............. . 
Gunnies, ......... } 
Gunny elotl1, ... 
Hides and Skins, 
Jute, .............. . 
Lac Dye, ........ . 
Shell Lac, ........ . 
Linseed, .......... .. 
Mustard Seed, .. . 
Snffiowcr1 ....... . 

Co.'s Rs. 2,62,306 

1,31,!)36 

1,45,583 
86,4!)5 
97,017 

70,325 

!l7,270 
35,1!l8 
37,639 

22,G07 
72,979 

18,D12 
1!l,054 

Co.'s Rs. 10,fl7,32l 

Leaving only the sum of ................................... ; ... 1,15,251 

to be made up by the collections ori nil tlJC otlJCr m·liclcs chnrged with 

Duty. 
']'he bulk of the Exports from India consists of articles of low intrinsic 

value, the cost of delivery at the Port of destination ]Jeing in a great degree 
composed of the charges incurred in mnnirmlation and transit·. In the more 
vnluahic products, this country has strong competition to contend against ; i!! 
Silk with the enormously increasing Exports from Chinn, in addition to othe1· 
long established sources of supply; in Indigo with Java, Mnnilln and South 
America; so also in Hides, Skins, Oilsccds, Hemp, Tallow, &c., with Russia 

and South America. 
The Committee of tl1e Clmmbcr, fully convinced that while n great public 

hoon would be cm1fcrred by t]lc abolition !?f tl1e ExJlOl't Duties the revenue 
would not cvcntnnlly f!nffcr, earneStly_ solicits the fkvornblc consideration of 

the Governor Gcncrnl of the appeal now made. 

I hnvc, &c., 

(Signed) T. ii. ROBINSON, 
Sccrctnry, 
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'l'o C. ALLEN, Esq., 

APPENDIX N. 

TRANSIT DUTIES. 

Dt.NGAL CnAMDER or Co~JM:cncE, 

Calcutta, 2Bfll AprilJBG4. 

Offg. Sccy. fo tl1e Government of India, 

Ilonw Deparlnwnt. 

Sm,-Referring to my letter ofthc 24th instant on the subject oftlw nboli­
tion of Export Duties, I am instructed by tl1C Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce to bring to your notice the Duty levied in the Upper Provinces 
on Cotton Imported from, what nrc called, Foreign States; ami also the duties 
levied by the numerous qunsi imlcpcltdcnt clticfs of Upper India on every 
description of 1\lcrchundizc passing througl1, or C:'<portcd from, their scvcnll 
slates. ~ 

'With respect to Imported Cotton, the following Tnblc slJOws the 1wt Hove­
nne collected unnuaily, commencing with the oflicinl year 184fl-liO; exclud­
ing nil clmrges for Estnhlislnuent, &c., of -whicl1 the Committee hns no means 
of nscertnininp; the nmonnt :-

Duty on Cotton imporlml ncross Cus-
tomsLinoint]JoN, W, l'rovinces. 184!1-50,1850-fil, 851-52.1852-li3.185{1./:i•1, 

Co,'sRs .•••• 524738 G<12310 G018~0 409100 28Gii97 

' Deduct Drnwlmck pail\ in CalcuUn on 
rc-cxl•ort\JyScn, ..•......... ~~~ 2168~~~~ 

Net Rovcnno, Co.'s Rs, •• , , &22185 fiSG!!HI 3i!lD1& 2822011 lli058+ 

. ~lm compar~t.h·ely lnrg~ Exports of 1851-52 nml l852-U3, were cldefly to 
Clnnn where pnecs :ruletliHglt, but by tl1e above Table the revenue de~·ivell 
from Imported Cotton is shown to be rnpidly declining. 

This must be in a great measure owing to the large quanlity of Cotton 110w 
. grown within tlte Company's territories, unclogged by the Import Dnty of tlte 
Company or the transit Duties of Native States; ond ns there cnn be 110 

doubt that a greatly increased breadth of land will be devotc11 to its eultiva~ 
tion in consertncnce or the enormous supply of water for ilTigntio;l secured 

l:u:xv 

by the Ganges nnd other Government Cannls, tltc Committee of the Chamber 
cmmot bnt believe thnt., ere long, this som·ec of revenue will totnlly censc. 

TllC following nrc stntemeuts of the Duty pnill to the Enst Indi11 Compnny 
nml Nntive Chiefs, respectively, on Cotton. Importell into Agrn. from four 
Districts, mtd into Illirzapore ii·om two Dislricts, the Bt·itish nnd Nntive 

Duties being in ench instnnec lcvictl on equnl weight :-

Colton JmJIOrlcd into Agt'!1. from Ln\1 south. 'M111ulooporo, Touk, Kurruwlio, 

Co.'s lts. Co.'s Rs. Co.'s Hs, Co.'s lls, 

Duty lovicd U)' E. I. Company, , 1 & o 1 G o 

NntivoChicfs, .• 

----------
Tolnl, Co.'s Rs, I 3 14 o 4 o o 5 G o 7 G o 

----------
Tieingpermll\IJili,Agrnwcigltt, ~~ 2 G s 1 4 4 

Cottonlnlpol'lctlintol\Iir~nporofrom. •... Nrt[tporo. Omrnwnttr. 

Duty levied by Enst Indi11 Compnny, 

Duty \ovktl in tltc Nn\ivc States, 

-----
Co.'s Hs. Co.'~ Rs, 

Totnl, Co.'sHs. ,, .• ~~--­

n~ing per IUllUII<l, , • • • 1 7 0 l !l G 

To the above chnr~e mllSt be ndtlell the ,-cry hcnvy items of cnrringe1 

in~urnuee, &c., incurretl, before the Cotton mm J'each n port of shipment. 
Tlm above iustnilces nrc given merely in parLin! illustration of the 'hcnvy 

tnx to which Cotton is subject., but all Imported Cotton is in n grentcr or less 
dettree liable to silnilnr imposts, and it cnn he no cause for astonishment there• 
fo;e tlmt East Intlinn Cotton can be profitably exported to China or Enrope1 

only in exceptional states of those mnrkets when prices rule very high. 
AH11ough the GovcrnmenL dut.y is rcfnnlled on exported Cotton, tl1e enlmncetl 
elmrges consequent on its firsL levy remain, rmd to thnt extent nugmenL 

the price. , . 
' With respect; to Transit Duties levied by Nnt.ivo. Clnef~, I nnncx tlte cop!CS 

0 [ Statements furnisltml by most respectable IJfll'hes, wluch, so fnr ns tltcy gu, 
gh·e, tltc_ CommiUce of the Chamber belieYcs, a cnr:·e<JL ,-iew '?f t.ltc vcx11liou~ 
nntl !u:avy exactions to wltich 11lls_orts o[ merchnndJr.c nrc expo5cd . 

• 



1'/w Committee of the Chnn1ber has found much llifficltlty in obtainiug 
relinble information on this point, but an inquiry ordered by Government 
would fully bear out the fact stated, that trade genel·nlly is much obstructetl 

by the duties now brought to yol}r notice, 
It is not the intention of the Committee of the Clmmber to enter ttpon t.lte 

question of the grcnt amltnutual advantages to Great Britain and British India 
that would result from a lnrge supply of ehenp Cotton from the latter country.· 
These have been fully discussed nnd nrc universally admitted. Tho Com~ 
mittce, however, hns n firm conviction tltat n mnterinl ndvnncc, in securing 
these ndvantages, would be gained by the abolition of the duty levied on 
Cotton imported neross the E .. I. Compnny's frontier from Foreign Stutes, 
and by a total change in the system of collecting duties on merchandize 

gcne.rnlly 'i?Y the Chiefs of independent States. 
'Ibis lust chango cnn only be efl'ected by the influence nnd authority of the 

Government of India, nnd while tlwrefore the Chumber of Commerce cnrnestly 
solicits from the Most Noble the Governor General in Council the nbolition 
of duty on Cotton imported into the Company's territories, it with- equal 
earnestness prays that the Chiefs of Native Stutes may be compelled to 
ndopt a uniform system in respect of duties, by tlto substitution of n moderate 
scnlc of charge on imports for tltc enpricions and unequal taxes now leYied, 
and by the abolition of nll duties on the exportation of raw produce or manu-· 
factures from their severn! States. 

The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce is of opinion, that should 
His Lordsl1ip in Council be il1duced to net on the recommenllntions noiv 
respectfully submitted to him, the internal trade of the country would be 
greatly augmented to the mutual advnntage ·of tl1c revenue nnd of tho 
inhabitants. 

I have the honor to be,· 
Sir, 

Your obedicut Servant., 
(Sigucd) T. 111. ROlliNSON, 

Secretary. 

• 

lxxxvii 

Tl·nnsit Unties in B1mlllecund per Bullock load of Bazar l\Inumls 3·24. 
These arc taken in local currency, nnd may be culculatcd at n discount of 

ironl 3 @ 5 per cent. on Company's rupees. 

"J[m•anclt" incl11rles Drugs, Dyes, Snga'l', &-c. 

Gwnlior, .... ,, ........ !01200 8001503 
Buwnec,.. • • • , . • • . . • • •.. 10 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 
Bcyrce, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, .. 0 OGO OGO 100 
Surcln, •• ,, ••••••••••.• 0 0 3 0 0 3 o 0 G 0 
Chutt.erpore, ,, ,. ,. ,, •• ,, 0 9 00 9 00 101 
Becjnwur, . . , , • , • , . . . •.• 0 7 0 0 7 0 o 12 0 1 
Clml'lmrco,,, ,, , ••. ,, •••. 0 fJOO 5001401 
Penn, .. • • • • .. .. .. .... 0 11 0 0 11 0 0 14 0 2 

~::~~t· ....................... . ::. ? g g~ g g~ ~ g~ 
Dutton, ,, ,, •••• ,, , ..• 1 4 01 4 0110 02 
Orichn and others, , , • • , , • . . . 1 G 0 1 G 0 1 12 0 2 

o .0 o G o 
3 0 0 0 (j 
2 0 0 0 3 
1 00 0 3-
8 0 0 4 (j 
0 0 0 3 G 
4 0 0 2 (j 
0 0 0 5 (j 
(j 0 0 1 (j 

8 0 0 8 0 
0 0 0 10 0 
000110 

'Ihc following Trnnsit Duties arc in Nngporo rupees, which vary in value, 
but may be taken us cqunl to Company's rupees 0~13-G each. 

On Piece Goods. On Xaranch. 

From Mirznpore to Jubbulporc or vice vers1i, 7 0 0 

ditto fo Saugor ditto G 0 0 

ditto to Nngporo , ditto lG 0 

, Jubbulpore to ditto ditto_ 0 0 

ditto to Omcrwntty , ditto 0 0 0 

1 4 !) 

1 13 0 

0 0 0 

1 1 0 

3 12 0 

NcrJ>.-At Bhin<l, tho p;incipnl Cotton mnrt in tho Gwnlior District, tho 1\uty on 
Cotton hns hitherto been rupc~s i-3-4per Bullock lend, but on tho roprosentntion of tl1o 
Govorncr Gonornl's Agent in Bundlccunil, it has now bcon rcduccil to the nbovo rntc, 



h:x~n·iii 

]ol!:~!O. or DlJTliS LJ:YJI:D OX TIUDE DET\I'£EJ'i J'.IJRZ.U'ORE .\:XD N.\Gl'ORE. 

Sugar pays per Bullock loud of 2~ mnumls 1 
toE.J. Comp:my, .•••..•. JRs. 1 10 0 

Ditto Nntire Stales, •• .• ,, .• , 3 0 o 

llfetal.• pny 'fiCr Bullock load of 3 mntmUs to Native Stales, , • 
Piece Goorl.~ 3 

]{arauclJ 

Coil on 
to E. I. Comprmy, ,, 

DittoNativeSt."ltes, ,, 

}ns. o o 
3 1~ 0 

Collon pays ;:rE.~:~l~:~~p~~~~. ~f , ~ ~~~un•U•s} Rs. ~ 0 

Ditto Nntirc State~, ... ... . . . .. , 4 G o 

Sugar pnys ;: E.llt~::1~;:1~:. -~f ~: 1:\.~un~~ i Rs. 1 10 0 

Ditto Nntive States, . , , • , • , , , 4 8 o 

Karanch pnys to Native States per Bullock lo:..U of 3 nmunds,,. 
Sill;. • 4 

4 10 0 

2 s 
s 8 

] 12 0 
1-1 0 0 

5 1~ 0 

6 6 0 

G 2 0 
4 8 

]6 0 

J 

APPENDIX 0. 

Towwgc Sclwtlule for the Port of Calcutta adopted by the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, from tl!e hl September 1854. 

ARTICLES. 

Aloes,inBngs, ...................... .. 
, Boxes,,, .,, ........ , ........... . 

Alum, ..................... "' ... "' 
Aniseed, ......... , ................. .. 
Arrowroot, in Cases, ................... .. 
Asnfretida, in Bags, ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 

,, Boxes, ................... .. 

~J:Pk~r~~· BnJi~: ... ''' ......... "' "' ... ••• ......... "' '" "' --·::: 
llnrilla, .............................. .. 
Betel-nut, ........................ "' ... 
Books, ............................... .. 
Bornx orTincnl, ........................ , 
Brimstone, ............................ .. 

~~;~1~3~~~ i;; n~gs, ...... ··· ............... ··· ... "' ......... ::: 
g~~~~~~~~:: ~nll~bbius;" ... "' ... '" ... "' .. , '' ... "· ... ::: 

" no:xes, .......... .. 
Cn~sia, nil sorts, ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 
Chinn Hoot, in Bngs, ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 

, Boxes, ................... .. 
Cl1iretta, ............ '" ............. .. 

gt~~:~: i~~ n~gs, ..... .'" .. .'" .. .'" .. .'" .. .'" .. .'" .. .' .. ::: 
Chests, ...... · "' ............. .. 

Conh, ......... '" ....... "' ... "' "' 
CoelJincnl, ............................ .. 

Coff~~· in ~~~g:bins ~~d C~sk~',' ... '" ... "' ...... , ........ ::: 
Coral, Ronp;]J,., ................... '" .. . 
Cotton, in :Unles, ......... "' ............. .. 
Cowries, ............................ .. 
Cute!>, in Bngs, ... •.• "' "' "' '" '" ..... . 
Dntes,,Vel, ............ "' '" "' '" '" 

" Dl'y, ......... '" ... · ............. .. 

:~~:::~::::~~-;i·~-~~· ?.~~~~ .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::~~: 
Gnrlic aud Onions,.., '" ... "' '" "' '" "' 

I Cwt. per ~Cubic Feet 
Ton Nett. per Ton. 

20 
20 
20 

8 

20 
20 

s 
20 
l8 

20 

60 

20 ....... .. 
ntper Cent. 

JG 
60 

s 
60 
60 

]] 
60 
60 
GO 

8 
60 

20 
GO 

l8 
lG 
20 

60 
20 
l7 
20 
JG 
20 
lG 

r.o 
60 

l2 



ARTICLES. 

Ginger, .• , ...... ,,, .................... . 
Gram, ............................. . 
Gums, in Cases, not enumerated, ... ... ... .. .. .. 
Gunny Bugs, ,., ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 

, Clot],, ......... ,., .............. . 
~~~. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Hemp, in Bo.les, ... ... ... ... ... ••. ... .. .. .. 
Hides, Buffalo or Cow, Cured, ,., ... ... ,., .. . 
l!oofs, Horn Shavings and 'rips, ... ... ... .. ... . 
llorns, Cow, Buffalo or Deer, ... ,.. ... ... • .. 
Indigo, .................. '" .......... .. 
Jute, inBal!!s, ... , ..................... .. 
Lnc-dye, ............... .,, .......... .. 
Lard, ............ ,., ,. .............. .. 
Linseed, ............................ .. 
J\Iace, ... ,., ......... "' "' ... '" ... 

~~~~!Ji~er:: ....... , ........ '" ......... '" ..................... ::: 
l\lirnbolums, .......................... . 
lllolnsses, ............... ·•· ........... . 
Nother o'Pearl, in Bugs, ... ... ... ... ... .. ... . 

, Chests, ... ,., ...... ,., ... 
1\Iunjeet, ............ "' "' .......... .. 
1\fustard or Rape Seed, ... ... ... ... ... ... .. . 

~~::UV~~;."~~:~st:.~r ?.~sks.' ............................. ::: 
Oats, ............ , .................. .. 
Oil, in Cases or Casks, ... ,., ... ••. ... ... • .. 
Opium, ............................... .. 
J>addy, ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. • .... . 
Pease, .............................. .. 

Pe~:er, ~f:c1~;·· ... "' ............... "' .. , ..... , ...... '" ... ::: 
Planks and Deals, ,,,' ... ... ... ... ... ... • .. 
Poppy Seed, • ., ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .: .... 

~~~1Si~~;·i·~ B;ies, ....................................... .. :::: 
~:~tWo~~ gi~~o~age,"' ......... ·•· ... '" ,,, ......... '" ... ::: 

~:~~~· i~-~nl.~~· ,,, ... •·· ..................... '" ............ ::: 

:~~;~::~1~:~ a~~ T~:nc~,::in ~~n~~~s, ::: ... ::: ... ::: 
Saillower, in Bales, ... ... ... ... ... ,,, .... .. 

~:f.~~~;:~; in ri~gs, ........................ ••• ... ·" ... ::: 

~:l~~~r~' .. ,'" ... ··~~~~~:.··· :::··· ::: "' ::: "' ::: ,,, ::: .. ·::: 

I Cwt. pm·[ Cubiu Fuct 
Ton Nett. p!!r Ton. 

... 

12 
20 

20 
20 

20 

20 
20 
!G 
20 
20 
2D 

20 

50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 

50 
50 
50 
50 

50 

50 

50 
!G 
J2 
20 ..••. , ... 

per Chest. 
15 
20 
12 
14 

... ~iO"' 50 

10 
10 
20 
20 

50 

xci 

ARTICLES. I Cwt. per \CuhicFeet 
Ton. Nett. per Ton. 

Supan '\Vood for Dunnnge, ... ... ... ... .. .... 

~~:~~l~~;~~6~~e~asc~·'· ............... ,,, ............... ,,, :·: 
, Bugs, ............ , ......... .. 

Senna, .................. '" ...... """ 

~t~~l:i~~itd;~?,.~~s, '" ... '" ••• ... '" ............... ··· ::: 
, Bugs,,., , .................. .. 

Silk Piece Goods, ... ... ... ... ... ... • .... . 
Skins, ................................ . 

Soap, Co~:ntry, in Bc:;~s.' .• ··• •.. •·• ... •·• .................. ::: 
, Bar, ................... .. 

Stick-Inc, in Cases,... ... ... ... .. .. ...... . 
, Bugs, , ..................... .. 

~-~f~~~. in"Cas~~ or'Casl~·;, '" ........................... ::: 

~::~~~;ina;·in C~ses.~r c~·sks;·· ........................... ::: 

20 '"[;'0'" 
50 

16 

"'2'0'" 
50 

50 
!G 

50 
!iO 
50 

15 
20 

50 
!G 
20 
20 
20 
20 

50 Tapioca, ............................. . 
Tea, ...... "' ... "' '" ... "' "' '"" 
'!'eel Seed, ............... , .......... . 
Timber, Round, ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 

, Hewn, ....................... . 
Tobaeco,in Bules, ....................... . 
•rortoise Sl!ell, in Chests, ... ... ... ... ... .. . 
Turmeric, ......... ,., ,., ...... ,, ..... . 
'\Vhcnt, ............................. . 

50 
20 

40 
50 
50 
50 

12 
20 '"6'0'" 

'\Vool, ................................ . 
All otl1er Articles not enumeratetl in Bales or Cases, .. 

50 

'!'. M. !lOBlliSON, 
Sccrctai·y. 

Calcnlta, February 28th, 1854. 



I 

Monthly Statement of Stocks and Sales of Imports, 

Including all Goods in Skips actually reported, wlzetker landed or not. 

COPPER,* 

""'· I Shoot. B=i~. · Bolt. . ~o,.t. 111"· N"'. \ ,~:.:&''·1 Ycl. Motol.l A~lmlfu. 
~tocksl Slllcs, Stocks Sales. Stocks SlUes, Stocks Spies, Stocks Snlos, Stocks Sales, Stocks Sales. Stocks Sales, Stocks, Sales, StockS/ So.Ies.] 

:.~;:":: :~: .~~~I :::: .~~~ ::: .~~ .I . I I 1· 

11r~. 19-Js .... s78 soo 619 •••• \ 
April, •• sgs 7so sos aos so.J: •••• 

\
QUICK. 

!RON.* STEEL,* SILVER. 

I• ~::.~ Rmmd. I N'" Rod •. , Hoop. ·1 Sho.'L I Plofu•. I s..;O,h. I E .... h.l Swodloh. I Bolt!.,. 

Stocks Sples. StoW Sllles. Stocks Snles. Stocks SP.les, Stocks Sllles. Stoeks Snles. Stocks Soles. Stocks~;: Stocks Snles. ___ , 

,~,.,.., "' """ .,.,., .... "'"' ""'I"" ··.·· '"" '"I"" .... '"' ····I···· .... ····I '"I .... Feby,.. 786 •••• ,44.61 .... , ~350 1800 812-1 930 114253 1so0 3-log 11114 12548 . • • . •. . . •• , • • •• , •••. 

J.lurcll, 786 141s s7n 916 stso .... ana '11i6 14253 •••• 34os .... \2648 ····1···· ····1···· ····1 
April, •• 786 l5oo 5211 ,,,, 9630 •••• • 8118 .... 16308 950 2186 1273 25o!.8 ,,,, .............. .. 

"In Fllctory lll~und .. 

LEAD."' SPELTER. TIN PLATES. 

-l .... I """'' -\ Whit.. \ Rod. Fy. "'''· -------- ----
~~~~~~Stocks.\~~\~\~\~ ~:';.'::,:::::: ::::::·1·.-.:::: ::::::,·~: .. ~~.I ::: :·.:::.- :;: ··;;~;·· ~: . ~:: 

l!Iarcll, ....................... ·• 400 800 1500 150 l!loO 16a0 88t0 tOO 
April, .............. ,...... ...... 150 ...... 800 1200 2550 . 600 2289 550 

Boxes. 

GREY :MULE TWIST.t 

2: 

- - .. 

\Sto~'~""'· \sm<:·~,. \.,,.:l•;ru...\st .. ::·~""· Sroo:~.,Jro~0,:ot ... St,.:·;ol&.ISt,,=·~ .. ~sto~0:ot...,St:-:ls:: .. l g, 
Ja.nunry. 160 8 I 637 176 I 4028 1266 226 818 95 110 \ 6 18 1 2 I 5 .... 2 .... 28 6 
Feby, ... 1M 15 628 57 8278 866 S! 147 10 105 .... 5 5 2 5 .... .... 2 19 7 

>\larch, 11M 47 "523 207 2988 18881220 258 71 131 20 .... ~ ............. ""I···· .... 121 0 
April, .. lSS .... 267 167 9848 933 229 498 129 12! .... as a n .... 8 .... a 10 s 

-~ - Turkey Red Twb,t.t Yellow Twlst.t Green Twist.t I 
~~~~~_::__~~~~~____!~~~ Soles. 

~=:\ :~ \ :~~ ·:o :: . ::: I ·: \ ::::::·.-. ]]·::::::: 
:Z.Iarch, 206 . 207 67 76 lSi 1 ........ • ..... .. 
April,... l!lii. 88 57 127 150 12 ........ • ..... .. 

•• • 11 .,,.,....,ry Yaunds. T !nlloles, 
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·tO-INCH GREY SHIRTINGS."' 
45-Jneh. 54-Jneh. 

I I All !too". All"''''· 
Low under 7lb. Middling 7 nnd Sib, Fino n1Jovu8lb. 

·'· ~~~~~ ----::,-,,.,c-,.-.-•• -... -. _-1--::, ..... , .... c-.-.-~ •• -... -1--,-... c-... --:-, .... 

JnnWil')', 32322 66028 017!11 66803 118li010 68860 SliliBO 800GB •:lo1070 21-18 
Fcby., •• , 71ili2 3a31i0 22631 23·120 !16186 6118!1 lili700 16!160 36010 lililJ!l 
Mnrch, J.\678 (10632 9381 32023 07-136 47StiG M7·10 liitiiiO 40368 GOO 

April,.. 28970 606@ 21J.llil 01086 70091 42160 G~M 21i000 41102·1 1700 

BLEACHED I 

I Fino. 

TWILLS.• FANCY SHillTINGS.• 

---- -

O,y. I Dlenehccl. 40Ynrds. I .sO Ynrds upw11rds, 

1
,S1Gekl, Billet, Stoeb, ~ S\ockf, Sole•, ~~:_1----;--------

Jnnunry,l 27110 ...... 2050 1900 12710 7~00 I 8380 l·UO 
Feb)',.. 2·1GO 800 I 1620 0000 16670 43Hil 6181 0170 
Mnl'llh, !!000 •••••• 2730 2070 103·10 0098 42H 4-190 

,\pril, •• ~ l!JSO •••••• 3520 z.JBO 169·12 4900 803·1 2GIJG 

GREY l\IADAPOLLA~I."' I • 
-~---- I Grc~J~~~~es. T. Cloth. All kinds • 

. ,.,.,:~to33.b•h~""· ,.,.::ow331·1"'~:,.,. '""'·\ '""· '"'''·\ '''"· 1_ 
Jnnuary,~~~--.,-,----60-0- 7410 ----;.;--~~ 
Fcby.,.. 27·16 19100 6@!}1) 800 71127 717 3aOIH 2025 
Mareh, 2872 17200 · G·lliO 8296 G7GO 260 301·19 6175 

April, .. \ 31320 307-13 3800 1300 0030 2,r, 11077 2300 

40-INCH GREY JACONETS.* \ 
45-lnclaGrcy. ---~---....-----1 I liGtoGoRccdnod Allkiotls, 

60 Rcmd nnd under. 62 to 54 Rcmd. upv:nrds. Low. l\hd1llmg. Fint!. 

S!oek.s.Sali!II,Stoek.s,Bnleo,Btoclu,ISmlci,Siocki,BDiet,IBtoekt,Sni._..,~~Smlel. 
Jnnunry,\---;;;-~~;-~--;;-~~~~~-;;;- !llili!l 5200-;;;;~--;;-
Fohy., .. l 5000 70ii0 • 20166 28861 3000 ...... !IO!l·l 3966 800 279ii 2fl0 GliiiO .... 7312 
March, 15-100 1ii7i8 600 13700 lHUO 4lli0 13-!M 821i8 2300 2039 •IOOi:i 13160 1323 61M 

April, .. 2-l-106 431·12 31)100 42•i30 . ·160 7000 lliiiOl 2/iOOO G.131l 1;.11)1 HIM :r.l718 64J.l2 IO:Tii7 

BLEACHED JACONETS,"' 

.., ..... ., .......... .., CAUDIUCS,"' 

-~-------LoTw_, . :Medium. I Fino, 

Stocks. Sill.,., Stock•. Snle•, Stock&, 

.January,~--,-.,-~-;;;;----;;-- 1230 -··i- - - -\ - ~ March, 7ii-18 3300 ll·l:Ul 211·1 71101 600 
April,.. !lOOO {100 !l207 2{111 41!01 1300 

" 8.· 



~; 
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I 

I 
./ 

I 

''· 

BOOK IIIUSLINS.* BLEACHED IIIULLS.* GREY MULLS,* 

I Lower Dooks o~ rower -~ Fine Dool>s 11° Low Powct• Loom FiM Mulls 11°0 nnd G 
Loom7'"atll00 • upwonl!l. 7°0 toll00 , upwards. rcyMulls7"0to11°"· 

----------------
January, 221500 SHOO ·1H!3 4551 37.522 2M01 2877~ 8707 1300 . """·I ,..... """·I ,,.... """·I ,..... """ I ,,.... ""'''· 
Feb,, •• ,_ 209370 · 2G11i0 I 4307~ 3688 11157 25072 23066 !mBG , , , •• ,, , 2000 

llbrcb, 18M 57 25750 36103 40H 70H !1537 2960 5039 .. , , , •. , •.••.. 

April, . 1-14857 15300 ,26596 3027 6260 looo 15048 42-11) ooo 750 

,,,~.,.1 
Fehy., .. 

:Mnrch, 
April, .. 

LAPPETS.* 

Common. 

180-129 

I 
46042 

158!H6 29793 
13J586 24700 

123292 15507 

{13336 

75208 

00829 

90200 

Fino, 

Soles, 

292H 
HG!ll 

22395 

6G22 

CHINTZ AND PRINTS.* 

Lappet Scarfs nll kinds,* 

Stock!l. 

·fi-13H 

532i7 
53963 
48343 

26672 

1389-1 

7407 

9701 

Bengal Stripes I Ncn\';~!~~~~s and I Compn~~~~ Fast co~cs, &c. Im1tahon Turkey Rml, I TurkoJ Red ""'"I,, ... ~~---":"'._~~~~~---':'::_1~1~ Jnnuacy,,2000 .• 1314!12 700 5626~ 1550 [ 42692 2990 386913 659 35613 
Fcby, 2000 308013 500 53il7 42404 li13 40831 1200 37933 250 

],[arch, 2000 20398
1 

. .. .. 52501 1415 I H701 3315 41)181 .. • I 38319 1315 

April, , 2000 3528 15397 17081 !GOO 14287 2829 21G31 100. 23837 9909 

"'JnP1eces, 

TURKEY RED PLAIN CLOTH "' I TURKEY RED TWitLS "' 

\ 

7~t~~~ !l-8thor3Zinch. Upward~of33-Incll 7-8thor2l-Inch \ !l8or321nch \ Up"ardsof33-Inc_h __ 

~~~~~~~_:~~~~~____:u~~~~~~n~~~~ 
Junuan, 14430 2000 3075 710 230 150 I 7610 1482 58J0 .. 22Wl I 3U89 
Feb} , 14996 1000 372a 2J0 • ... 230 7814 150 52~3 1D708 3211 

].[J.rch, 15591 2910 I 34iJ 500 • . • 1888 2702 1800 200 156J5 oG97 

Apnl, 11195 4%0 1825 lJOO 304-l 1190 4303 16865 4513 

1 Turkey Red ],lulls all kmds * Turkev Red Jnconets all kinds"' I T. R Fancy Shlrtmgs nll kmds :____ 

'""~"·\-----;~--~- ---;;;;- -----;;,-~------;;;---\--"' _,1 ~ - I - - \ - - I -
Feb), 6171 4690 918 72 6130 1111 ~: 
- - - m • = m 
Apnl, \ 6798 llGll \ \ 2268 1521 112 

The Stocks nrc made up to tlw end of every month. 
The Sn.les are [;iven from the 1st to the ~ml of each month. 

The Stocks and Sales ~f tho following Firms are not incln<lcd in the Statement. 
GlsnonNE ANll Co, 
KELSALL, llO.I-llL ANll CO, 

CnOOKE ANJl GnEY, 

PuRnnm AND Co. 
:i).lALCOL)f ANll Co. 
i\lAY, PICKI'Oitll ANll Co. T, ilL ROBINSON,' 

Serrdar!f. 

_j\ 
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APPENDIX P. 

n,. Beugal Chamber of Commerce, 1853·5~. a,. 

Co.'sRs.)A.)P. 
IS,'j3, 

Nov. 18, To Rent paid Bomlctl W nrchousc, .. . 
, ~ecrctnry's salary, .. , ,,, .. . 

1853, 

400 0 0 100 I 010\ Nov. I, By Balance from October,... ••• • .. 
, Sub~criptions for September, ••. 

Co.'.Jh. A. P.l 
4,301 7 (l 

10 0 0 
46 0 0 

1,134 0 0 

Dec. 

30, , Chintnmoncy Dey, cxpm1ses, ,,, 
, Bnlnnco. to Dcccrnbcr,... ••• • .. 

400 0 0 
4,591 7 6 

Co.'s Rs .... I 0,491_1 71 G 

, , Secretary's salnt•y, ....... .. 
1, I To Rent pnitl Bomle(l \Y nrehousc, ••• 

5, , Chiutatnoncy Dey, exp~nses, .. . 
31, , llulo.nce to January 18.,4, ... . .. 

Co."o Ro.IA.IP. 
100 0 0 
400 0 0 
300 0 0 

5,095 0 0 

Co.'s Rs .•.• I a,s95 I 71 G 

Dcc.l, 

Ditto Octobo:1r, ...... 
Ditto N ovcmbcr, 

Co.'s Rs .. ,. 

By Bnlnncc from November, ... . .• 
, Subscriptions for September, ... 

Ditto • OctolJcr, ... • •. 
Ditto November, .. . 
Ditto December, ..... . 

Co's Rs. 

5,4!11 7 6 

Co."' Ro.\A.IP. 4,591 7 6 
:10 o o' 
66 0 0 
66 0 0 

1,142 (l 0 

5,895 ) 7) G 

1854.1 I Co."' Ro.IA.IP. 1854. I Co.'' u • .IA.IP. 
Jnn. 11 To Rent pnid Bonded Warehouse,.. 100 0 0 Jan. I, By Bnlnnc~ f:om 1853, ,, . • .. 5,0951 7 G 

, , Secretary's srthtry, .• .. ,, 400 0 0 , , SubscrJpt10ns for November, . . 10 0 0 
2.1, , Chintnmoney Dey, expenses, •. 

1 
400 I o 0 , , Ditto December, . • • • 421 'I 0 

, , :Military Orplum Pre~s Printing, 175 8 0 , , Ditto ' Jnnuary, ... , , 1,122 0 0 
31, , BnlancetoFcbrunry, •• •• .• 5,225 ~~~ , I, l\IofussilSubscriptions, .... ___::_~~ 

Co.'s Rs. •• 6,301 7 6 Co.'s Rs. .. 0,301 7 0 

-

n,. Bengal Chamber qf Commerce, 1854. c,. 

-.----:--~'c,.,"'I~'IP. -~ lc'.''"'·"·IP. 100 0 0 Feb. 1, By Bnlrmcc from Jmmnry, .. • ,_ 5,225 15 G 
400 0 0 , ,, SubscrtptJOnsforJnnunry, ,, .. • 30 0 0' 

200 I o 0 I , D1tto February, , • • , 1,090 0 0 

.. ~~~ ~~I g I I 
Feb. 1, I To Rent paid Bonded Warehouse, •. 

· ~; ;: ~hi~~~~~;;e~a~?;;, exp~~se;,· :: 
28, , Ditto ditto, , • • , 

, Balance to March, 

Co.'sRs .•. ~ 15!6 • Co.'•Ro .. ~ ;,;Gi 

, , Secretary's salary, •. •. ,, 

~: 

Co 'sl~~ ~O~PO l\Inr 1, I By Bnlnncc from February, • • Co;,::; ~~~~P; 
400 o 0 , , Subscriptions for December, 10 0 0

1 

. 
100 0 0 , , Ditto .Tnnuary, .• •• 26 0 0 ~-

6,059 lUI G , I , Ditto February, • • • 88/.0 0 ~ 

:Mar. 4, I To Rent paid Bonde,d W.arebouse, , , 

, 1, Chintamoney Dey, c;o;:penses, •. 
31, , Bnlance to April, , • •• .. • • 

April 2, 

"f, 20 

" 

..• 

Co.'sRs. 

To Rent pnid Bonderl W nt·elJOuse, .. . 
, Secretary's salary for :i\farclt, .. . 
, qhintnmoney Dey, expenses, ... 
, Purchase of Government Paper, .. . 
, Secretary's salary for April, .. . , Balance, ............. .. 

---- , , Ditto £.larch, ,, .. ~~~~ 
6,659 15 G Co.'s Tis. , • G,G59 15 U 

Co.'s Rs. A. P. 

100 o ol April I, 

5~~ ~ ~I 
a,ooo o o 

400 0 0, 
709 L'i G 

By Balunce fo~· :i\InrclJ, ... ... ... 
, Subscriptions fo~· .i\Iareh, 

Ditto April, 

Co.''R""IA./P. 6,059 15 6 
16 0 0 

1,034 0 0 

Co.'s Rs .... I 7,109 /151 6 Co.'s Rs .... j7,l®jJ5)61 

• 



ME>IBERS OF TJIE CJIAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Allan, Delfell and Co. 
Anderson, ,V. 
A pear nnd Co. 
Borradnile, John and Co, 
Braddon and Co. 
Carlisles, Nephews nml Co. 
Carter, ,J, ,V, 
Church, James Junr. and Co. 
Colvin, .Ainslie, Cowie ami Co. 
Cowell, James, 
Crooke and Grey. 
Dickson and Co. 
Dossabhoy l<'ramjce Cama and Co. 
Eglinton and Co. 
Ewing ami Co. 
Foster, Rogers and Co. • 
Gillanders, Arbutlmot and Co. 
Gilmore, i\'lcKilligin and Co. 
Gisbomc and Co. 
Gladstone, Wyllie and Co. 
Gooroo Churn Scin. 
Gordon, Stuart and Co. 
Gouger, A. and Co. 
Griffiths, Hay aml Co. 
Hawort],, tV. ami Co. 
Henderson, 'Vallace and Co. 
Hmris Clmndcr Bhose. 
llbery, J. W. H. aml J. Jenkins. 
Jamieson aml Co. 
,Jardine, Rkinncr and Co. 
Kelsall, Hoare and Co. 
Kelly, Campbell and Co. 
Kettlewell, Drnbble and Co. 
Laroche, C. 
LeaclJ, Rawson and Co. 
Livingstone, Deurman and Witlwrs. 
I~ovell, I-I. P. 
J.-yall, James and Co. 

:M:ackenr.ie, Lyall and Co. 
l'l'lackillop, Stewart m:d ~?o. 
I\Iuckinnon, Mackemae null Co. 
Malcolm ·antl Co. 
:Marks, C. H. 
1\Iartin, Pillans nnd Co. 
Moran, W.amlCo. 
Norman, Brothers nnd Co. 
Paterson and Co. 
Pearce, Mncrne and Co. 
Peel, Bellairs and Co. 
Pchmollcr, G. aml Co. 
Pennington und Co. 
Pottcrnml Co. 
Prestwich, E. 
Purricr and Co. 
Rnlli, Brotlwrs. 
Rulli and :M avrojani. 
Rajendcr Dutt nnd Kally Dass Dutt. 
Ram Gop~ll Ghose nml Cu. 
Robertson, J. L. 
Robinson, Balfour and Co. 
Ross,R. :F. 
Sarna Churn Mitter. 
Samuel Smith, Sons aml Co. 
Schillizzi and Co. 
Sclwcne, Kilburn and Co. 
Shand, Fairlie and Co. 
Smith, Farie and Co. 
Stevenson, R. B. 
•randy, J. O'B. 
'l'homns, R. and Co. 
TullolJ, Senl and Co. 
W attenbnch, Heilgers and Co. 
Wienholt, Brotl1ers and Co. 
Wills, AugllStin and Co. 
Willis nnd Earle. 
Wingrove, Geo. 

i!OFUSS!L l!E!ITIERS. 

Bcceltcr, ,V.-Gowlwlly. 
llucbnnnn, rnterson and Co.-11foul-

mein. 
Crisp nnd Co.-Rangoon. 
Deverell, H.-AG!wrgun;;re. 
]~or!Jes, Alcxnndcr.-Docca. 
Guppy, S.-Bally J(llal. 
Unle, John.-Pundoul. 
lin milton, Higginson nnd Co.-11fir­

=apore. 

Kenny, J. T.-Salgamoodiah. 
Longd.en, G. I-I.-Agra. 
j\Ic"Nmrs nnd Brae.-Baboofrally. 
J\Iucrne, Bep;bic nnd Co.-o~lfoulmein. 
1\Jaclngnn, F.-Lokenatltjwre, 
Mnxwcll, D.-Cwvnpore. 
Menzies, T.-llfirzapore. 
1'roby, 1<'.-Dacea. 
Snvi, R.-Nowlmtta. 
Wise and Glass.-Dacca. 

i 

I. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

BENGAL 0 H AMB E lt OF 0 OMMERO E, 

Adopted at a General J.feeting of the Chamber, on Mon~ 
day, the 9th day of llfaj;, 1853. 

First.-Tlytt the Society shall be styled "rrnE BENGAL CIIAMBER 

OF COMr.IERCE." 

Second.-That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over 
and protect the general interests of Commerce; to collect 
information on all matters of interest to the Mercantile 
Community, and to use every means within its power, 
for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and 
the promotion of the common good ; to communicate 
with authorities and individual parties thereupon ; to 
form a code of practice whereby the tnrnsaction of 
business may be simplified and facilitated; to receive re­
ferences and to arbitrate between disputants. The deci~ 

sions · in such referCnces being recorded for future 
·guidance. 

Third.-That it being highly desirable not to recognize any principle 
of exclusion, all persons engaged or interested in tlJC 
Commerce or Shipping of Bengal, shall, upon payment 
of the Subscription and on signature of the Rules and 
Regulations, be admissible as Meml)ers in the manner 
hereinafter described. 

Faurtlt.-That Candidates for admission, proposed by one Member 
and seeonded by another, shall be ballotted for, tmd a 
majority of \otes shall dechle the election. 

• 
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Fifth.-That voting by proxy, or by :1fembers whose subscriptions 
are in tUTcm·, be not allowed, "" 

Si.xtk-Thnt the Chamber reserves to itself the right of expelling 
. any of its Members; such expulsion to be decided by the 
votes of three-fourtl1s of the Members of the Chamber. 

Se11enth.-That a majority of the firms constituting the Chamber shaH 
be held sufficient to form any General Meeting, at which 
although two or more pm·tners of one firm be present, 
they are to count in voting as only one Member; and 
no two Members of one firm can be at the same time 
Members of tlu~ Committee. 

Ei"gltth.-Thnt the monthly subscription of each Membei' or firm be 
Rupees 16, subject hereafter to increase or reduction as 
may b.e decided by a General Meeting. 

.Ninth.-That the business and funds of the Chamber shall be mana­
ged by a Committee of seven Members, consisting of the 
President aud Vice-President, and five Members, to 
be elected annually at a General Meeting of the Chamber 
in the month of May; the President, or, in his absence, 
the Vice-;president, being Ex-Officio Chairman of tllC 
Committee, and in the absence of the President and Vice­
President, the Committee to elect its own Chairman. Four 
to form.a quorum; the Chairman in cases of equality 
having the casting vote. 

Tenth.-That the Committee shall meet on such day of every week 
·as it may fix as most convenient, for the purllOse of trans~ 
acting such business as may come within tlw limits of 
the objects of the Clmmber, and that its proceedings be 
laid on the table open to the inspection of Members, subject 
to such regulations as the Committee may deem expedient. 

Elevent/1.-Tliat vacancies in the Committee created by tlw absence 
of l\fembers from tl10 P1·esidency for two months, or by 
departure for Europe, or by death, be filled up at a General 
Meeting by a majority of the Jl!embers present thereat. 

• 
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Twelfth.-That the Secretary be elected by the . Committee; such 
• election to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing 

General Meetillg . 

Tltirtemtl!.-Tbat the General Meetings of the Chambe1: be held 
from time to time ~s the Committee for the time being 
may deem necessary. That a Special General Meeting 
shall be called by the P1·esident, or, in his absence, by 
the Vice-President, or by his order on the requisition of 
any five firms, Members of the Clmmber, to be held 
within five days subsequent to the receipt of such 
requisition. ' 

Fourteentll.--::-'l'hat all Proceedings of the Committee be subject to 
approval or otherwise of General Meetings duly con­
vened. 

Fifteenth.-That st.rangers visiting the Presidency may be introduced 
as Honorary Members for two months by any Member of 
the Clmmber inserting their names in a book to be kept 
for that purpose. 

Sixteenth.-That the Committee be empowered to make Bye-laws~ 
which shall ilot be of any force until approved of by a 
General Meeting. 

Seventeenth.-Tlmt an Annual Report of the Proceedings be pr~­
pared; and, after being approved of at a General Meet­
ing, printed and cirCulated. 

Eigllteenth.-'fhat the above Rules be added to, or altered, only ~y 
a majority of Members of the Chamber. 

Ninetcentlt.-'l'hat the foregoing Rules be printed, and an authenti­
cated copy, subscrfbecl by each Member on admission, 
be kept as part of tlw records of the Chamber. That 
printed copies be forwarded to Members of the Chamber, 
to the Secretary to Government, and to unch other 
parties or authorities as it may be desirable to make 
acquU.inted with tho objects and Rules of the Association. 

• 
nEI"I.GAL ,lii!Lil"AR1" ORPHAN l'RilSS, 
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