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HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE 001\ll.\UTTEE. 

Novmiinm, 1853." 

Youn Committee, in presenting to you their first Half­
ycrtrly" D:.cport since the revival of the Chamber in the 
month of l\Iay, of the current year, first request yonr 
attention ·to the detail of the various steps which led to the 
re-orgm~_tztttio~l of the Chan~ber, as sho·wn in the following 
Ab;t1;~~t R.ei1~;t~ ~f thCPl·~·~eedings of the several meetings 
then hc1d. 

At a meeting of the :Members of the Calcutta. Chamber 
of Commerce, ]Je}cl on the 28th March, "\Y. \V. Kettlewell, 
Es!]_., in the chair, it was resolved, after some discussion-

That a Committee, composed of the following gentlemen, 
JAs. J. IdACKENzm, EsQ., 
DAviD Cowm, EsQ., 
\Y. \V. KETrLmv.Er.r., Esq., 
D. :l\L\.CKINLAY, EsQ., 

be appointeJ. to report upon the c'ondition of the Chmnher, 
Jinnncinl and other~wise, :tud be to t.a.I.:::e into 
their consideration the best mcnns placing it on nn 

cfilcient footing, and that a public meeting be called by 
advertisement for the purpose of consiclering their Heports 
and sug·ges6ons. 

The Meeting then broke up . 
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The S]Jcci,,l_Committcc oo nppointcu met on the 28th ~ 
April, n.nd prepared and issued the following H.cport to • 
the Commcrcinl body:-

Rrport f!f the Sprcial Committee of the Bcn,rJal Chmnbcr c:f Commerce. 

into its position, financial mul otl1erwise, alltl of 

suggestions as might oceur to us, with u view of plneing 

clficient footing, we lm>'e uow to lay before yon the result of 

l5t. As to its FiNancial Position.-The Chmnber when 

an entrance 
subscription of Us, 12, nml in June, 1834, it 

Go1Trnment Hs. 6,000, exdusire of a llalunce at its 
credit in the Union Bank of Tis. 1,131. 

In October, the monthly sul1scription was retluced to .Rs. 10, and in 

Septemlwr, Hs. 8, for each member. In 1850,thesubscrip· 

fixed at .Rs. 10, for each firm, wlJCther of one or more 

abolished. and at this luttcr date the entrance fcc of Us. 100, :vas entirely 

The i~wome of tl1e Chamhcr consistc'd of entrance and monthly subscri11 tion 
fees, hcs;dcs fees ]laid for arbitrations. 

The Ul'eragc monthly receiiJts in tl1e following years lmvc been :-

In 1834-35, ... .Rs, 663 

1837-38, . ....... .................. ...... 705 
" JScJ0-41, .. ., 570 

" 1844-46,... ........... •. ......... 500 
, 1847-48, ......... .......................... 144 
" 1850-51, .................. .. 

287 
Being now, ........ : ................... .. 

The ChamlJcr seems attained the ~lllllmit of its financiul prOSjlCrity 

early in 1838, \\'hen it invested in Company's Paper the sum of 

29G 

Rs. IG,OOO. 

The e.1ptndilure consists of office and establislmwnt. 
the former 

for furuiturc, rent, uewspupcrs, &c., 
awl serl'ants' wages. 

the latter tlw 

was at first Rs. 300 u month; in lHarclJ, 1835, it 

March, 1837, the Secretary \'Oluntarily reduced it to: 

100 ; to 350, in July, 1848, to 300, in Augf\st,~ 1848, and to. 200, in
1 

tembcr, 1850, being the amount which your late Secretary recc1vcd up 0 

time of his dcatl1. 
The rent paid hy tl1c Chamber to tl10 Bonded 'Varchousc, was 

R;;. 200 a month, wus reduced to 100, in November, 1847, and ou 1st 

1\1 v 1850 to Hs. 50, the rent now puid. 

i~ Jun:, 1850, the then President and Vice President sulu~ittcd :o ~he 
Chamber a mcmormltlum in wl1ich tlll'y stated that, " A recent mvesttgntwn 

J1y us of the accounts of the Bengal Chamber of. C~mmercc, hal'ing cxl1ihite.d 

n gmdually increasing expcnrliturc in excess of Jts mcomc, we l!ave .thcrcfoJO 

to wit.h as little delay ns }JOSSJbiP, such 

""""""' '""'"""" on a more ~utisfaclory 

income consisted of ... 

excess. of expenditure over income, yearly of 

to 18-17, a considerable reduction took 

wefiml 

Rs. 8,084 

, .9,750 

, l,GGG 
the eXjlCllditure 

the average yearly 

Hs. 5,388 

, 4,593 

over income of , 796 

The Hs. IG,OOO above ulludetl to, were gnulual-

ly sold tQ meet the itcrcasing deficiency, until the last portion of them melted 

iu 1848. 

the memorandum of J unc, 1850, nlrcmly quoted, the Chamber \\'US 

to consider wlmt steps it ~honlrl adopt for the its 

]Jrosp~di\·e ;-in couscqnence 

was hdJ in tlJC at which it wns resolved, that an assessment 

of .Rs. 50 should b~ lel'icrl on ench firm to lir]uirlatc the then outsfatHling 

claim~ against the Chm:Jbcr, and tho Sccrctnry was directed to issue a Circular, 

inviting such of the Comntcrcial community, as were not meJ~Jbcrs, tl1c 

Chamber, wltid1 tlwn aholislJCd tlJC entrance fcc of Hs. 1001 the 

reducing his sn.lary to Ih.200, as already mentioned. 



That appeal cannot lm1•e been \'cry warmly n'spo1ule1l to, seeing tlmt th~rc 
nrc only three members now moi-c than constituted the Chmnberin July, 1S50, 

The expenditure of the Chamber for the Hl years it l1as been in exisicncc, 
umounts to 1 ~ lac of mpees. 

The J~JOI!!hly.incomc of tl11:~ Chflmber . 

stated is, ... 

Against a monthly eX}Jenditnre of Secretary's 

snlmy, peons, &c., Tis. 223 13 0 
House rent, 

Olliee clw.rge, sfly 
50 0 () 

25 () 0 

Hs. 2DG 0 o 

, 2D8 13 0 
Appended hereto is n Statement. showing tl1c existing lia­

liilitics of the Chamber to be , fHS 4 G 

Ami to prol"ide for the pa;:mPnt of this, your Committee nrc sorry to hayc 

to ns~cssmcnt on cad1 firm or two Gol!llllolum;. 

proceeding further, yom Connnittee will take the liberty of glancing a! i 
'J'!IC Pust II1:~tm;1J rif' thr. Chmn!Jcr. 

it Martcd 1yith coultl not he l;eftcr. eXJresse1l than they . 
time in its rules, or coustitution,-namcly, to 1\'atch orcr• a11!l vm­

tect the gcneml intC'rcot of Commerce; "to eollcd information on all matters of 
interest to the l\Icrcantilc Comrnuuity; to 11se 

rcmoml of evils, the redress of gricnmccs, aml eonmwu 

good; to communicate with Authorities mHlwith indiYidual parties tl1ercupon ; 

to form a code of JH·aetiee, whereby tl1c tra~Jsnction of lmsincss may he si11111liflctl 

allll facilitated; to rcccil'c refnences awl to arbitrate between di~putants. 
Under its Rules and Hcgnbtions the 

jllaced in the hands of a "General 

subdivided into three other Committees, called "the Cr~unittcc of }lanflgc­

mcnt," which had tl1e control of the establishment ami funds ; tlw "Com­

mittee of Corrcopondcnce," wl1ich was to recei1•c and dispose of all communi­

cations and references to tl1e Chamber 011 gcncraljlOints; all(] "the Cornmittrc 

of Arbitration," for tlw settlement of dim~rcuces ]1ctween parties :1pplyin" to" the 
Chamber as n Court of Hc1:oneiliation. · "' 

of the Chamber was held on tl1c lGth of April, mal the 

sccowl, of 21, ou 3rd of June, 1834, wl1eu a full l"l']JOrt was submitted, 
wl1ich was directed to lw in the · · 

This report hears 

llaving gone lJCartily with its "Heerctary, 

to worJ:, on all Jjllcstions, as they arose of 

mereantilc interest, and to tlJCir otherwise Jlromoting !lJC objects of the Clntm-

Connnittce, 

whi~h had 

1835, 11'l1id1 was 

l1y the general 

twenty in nUI'nlwr,) 

the course of the year, in n very clear aml sati~factory 

ma;~~~r;hc ~rst three or four years of its cnrcer, tlw nt!endanec nt t.hc 

of Committee, avcrngcd from ten lo Jift.ccn mcmlJCrs, aml 1Yhilc 

the busiucss of the Chmnlwr A clumge: howercr, 

to its proceedings. gratlunllv crept in whencl'er 

- of the Chnmbcr's mny be said to lmvc become 

18·12, subsequent. to which not more tlmn two members me 

seen to a!teml some of the meetings, although when of 

iull~rc~t enme to be brought a better attcndunce cunltl ::: 

secured. Jn fnd ns shown hy its records, it was only in the first 

existence that the Chamber C<UI he saitllo hnvc anything or the . 

which•it wn.o, instituted. Latterly it almost ccnscd to cprres~ 1 

or to collect informfit.iou on any muller of interest, lt has 

never formed fill)' code of pmctice whereby the tranoaetions of lm~ineso n~uy 

be simplifictl and facilitated; it has not classified such mformnhon 

us it has collected, und disputants of late rarely refer to . 

"3rd. ']'fw 1wn-rj/ir:irmr:.IJ r1f t!u: C/1(111/lH:r-Yonr Cowmittcu is of opinion 

memher~, wl1icl1, few as 

tlu~ Chamlwrs of the other 

mid, primnrily, from 

Assured of this necessnry ~h~mcnt of succcss,-thc cordial m11l zenlons 

of its memhcrs,-yom Committee will JlOW ill1•ile nttentiou 

to snggestious wl1ich they lmvc to oiiCr fo_r the rc-organizntion of the 

Chmnbcr. 
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The first point for consideration is the ~election of a CommittCc ; and in 

place of the general and Snb·Conunittccs, as chosen umlcr the existing Uulcs 

your Committee propose to centralize the whole busfucss o( tl1c Chamber fu 
one Committee, consisting of seven mCmbcrs in all, includiug tllC President nnd 
Vice-President; that instead of stated .M:ontlJ!y General 1\Icctings, ns at 

prcsen~ this Committee shouM meet once a week for the llcs}mtcl1 ol 
business ; and that no member should be placc(l upon it, except on the 

understanding tlmt he is bouncl to give as Hmch of his time ami trouble ns 

may be required for the efficient "disclmrgc of the business wl1ich may come 
before it. • 

The next point to wl•ich the Committee hcg to direct attention is, tl1c clec• 
tion of n Secretary ; and in this grc~t discrimination and judgment will hn~e 
to be exercised-choosing from the cmulidates, tlJC man best tlttc(l fonhe 

office ;-for ll1at reason alone,-aml not on personal or primtc grounds. Tha 

Bonded 'Yarcl1ouse Dircct.ors hm·.e, as heretofore, ngrccd tO join the Chnmher 

in cl!oosing a Secretary, com}Jctcnt to do the duties of hotl1 cstablishmenls. ' 

The snlnry at the outset will !lot be very great, but it will be such as may in· 

ducc n man, such as is required, to accept the nppointmwJt, on the Jlromisa 

tlmt if lJC gives satisfaction, his pay will be increased, as the mc;ns oi the 
Chamber nrc able to niiOrd it. 

The following- arc the further suggestions whicl1 your Committee beg to offer; 

vlz., to raise the mo~1thly subscription from 10 to 16 Rupees for cnch firm; to 

collect subscriptions with the Yicw of pnrclmsing l10oks to form a library; to 

prepare for 1mblication an annual report of it_s proceedings (nl'ter being approved 

of at n Geneml ~Iccting,) multo have sucl1 ]JOints of }lrncticc as may have been 

decided from time to time by tl1e Chamber fonne(l into a Digest for the. 
guidance of the commercial community. 

To enable the Chamber to carry tlJCse views iuio effect, it will be, iu tlie 

first place, Jlccessnry to rescind several of the c:o.isting Hules and Regulations; 

and as these ap]lCar rather complex, your Committee ha\'C prepared sl10rter 

rules, which they submit hercwitl11 and wlliclJ, if appro,·ed of, may he ndoptC(l 

by the Chamber, nnd tlJC old ones entirely TCJlealed. ·A meeting for tl1e 
purJlOSC of considering this, shou!tl b~ ad,·ertisc!l without delny. 

J ,With these obsen•ntions, !our Committee wi~l close their report; Jmt before 

I tlomg so, they may he JlcrmJtted to put it to such of the commercial communitY, 

: as have de~~Crted tlm Chamber, as well as to those wl10 have never- been 
\ members of it-whetl1er it is not due to themselves ns l\Ierclmuts to avail of 

this opportunity, of uniting, with cordiality and zeal, to mise tlJC Benga~ 

·~ ~~ ·- --~--~-·---------

Cbnmhcr of Commerce, to lm what it ought to he, ono "or the most useful and 

powerful iustmmeuts of the kind for good in nny part of tlm world. 

(Signc!l,) 
\V, \V. KI>:TTJ.F.,YEJ.I .. 

,JAB. ,Jos. l\L\Cln:;xzm. 

D. Cown:. 
D. 1\:I.I.CICINJ.AY, 

Proposed R11les rtml Rrg!llatirms rif fl1e Bengal'Citamber rif' Commerce, 

lst~-That this Society shall be style(! "tl1c Ueugnl Clmmbcr of Com· 
merce." 

2ud.-Thnt the object of the Clinmher shall be to watch O\"Cr mul protect 

thC general interests of commerce ; to collect information on nllmattcrs of in· 

tcrest to the mercantile communi!)•, mul to usc m•cry menus within its power, 

for the re1~m·nl of C\•ils, tl1c rmlrcs~ of grievances, and tlJC 11romotion of the 

common goml ; to communicate with nutl1~rities aml individual parties there~ 
ttpon ; to form a code of practice whereby the tmnsnction of business may be 

simplified nnd facilitated; to receive references, and to arbitrate between_ dis~ 
putauts. '.l'Jm decisions in such references being recorded for futuro guidance. 

3rd.-That it heing highly tlesirnblc 11ot to recognize :my principle of ex· 

elusion, all persons cngngml or intcrcste(l in the commerce or shiJlping of 

Bcngt~l, shall,. upon payment of the subscription nnd on signature of the 

Rules ami Ucgulations, be admissible as members in the manner ]Jcrcinaftcr 
!lesc'rihcd. • 

4th.-'1'hnt cmuli(lntes for admission pro}lOSetl by one member, nml seconded 

hy anotl1er1 shall be bnllotted for, and n m!~ority of votes slmll decide the 
election. 

5th.-That \"Oting hy proxy or by mcmbrrs whose subseri}Jtions nrc iu 
arrear be not allowed. 

Gth.-'l'hat the Chamber rcsen·cs to itself the right of expelling nny of its 

members ; st:e~J ox1n!lsion to be (leei(led by the votl•s of tlJrec·fomths of the 
!Jlcmbcrs of the Chmnhcr. 

7th.-:-'l1mt u majority of the firms constituting the Chamber slmll be l1eld 

sullicient to fonn any general meeting, at which nltho11gh two or mow rartncrs 
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of one firm he pre~ent, 

no two members of one 
mi1tce, 

arc to {'Ollllt in voting ns only one meml){!r, Uiid 

can he at the same time members of the ~om. 

8th.-Tfmt the monthly subscription of each mcmlwr fi b ll 
suljed hereafter to increase or reduction as ma he or_ mn e s, 26-
meeting. Y deculed lly n genera] 

9th._-That the business and funds.of the Clmmber shall be 

Commttlee of Sc\'en me•nhcrs,-consisting of the President, nnd 

nnd fil•e mcmbers,-to he elected annually ~ . 

Clmniller in the month of l\fay. The Presidenta o; I. meetmg of 

President, being ex-officio Chainnan of-tlJe C~mm'tt ns alls~nce the Vice­

of the l~residcnt and Vice-President, the Committee t~ :lc, .nr~d, m tlJC o.~scneo 
Four to form a q,uorum, tlw CllUirnmn in cases of cqualityec\ Jts.·own ]Chmnn_nn. 
vote. Ja> mg t w castmg 

lOtlJ.-'.rhat the Committee shall meet on such day of 

may fix. n~ most convenient for the purpose of fransnctin"' sudJ 

come. mtlnn the limits of the olljccts of the Chamller, m~l that its 

l:c lmd on tlJc table, OjJen to tlJc inspection of members subject 
tlons as.thc Committee may deem expedient. ' 

frOJ~l ::~·--;Th'nlt vacancies in tlw Committee, created by tlw absence of mcmllcrS 

be fiilc~c lljlr::l~'le~:~::~ :·:ef::l:hs, or l~y ~epnrture for Europr, or by Jleath, 

12tlJ.-'l'hat the Sl!crcta be ~en l~ajoflty of th'e lllCJ.nbcrs present thereat. 

be subject to confinnation nt ~JC ncxtctcd lly the COJmmttce, such election to 

13th.-Thnt meetinas of the . 
as the Committee the time llein•• ma '' from' tunc to ti1~c 
general meeting slJal\ be cnlled h th ~ .. '}' decJ~ nc~cssary. 1hat a spccwl 

President, or by his order on tl: r 0 ~ ~-e~Jdent, or 11~ Ins absence hy tlH~ Vi1:e­

Chamber, to he hcltl witl:iu live dac~u:sJ!J~n of any flrc firm~, mcmhcrs of the 
sition. Y· ubscqucnt to t!JC rece1pt of such rcqui-

14th.-'.rhat nl\ }lroccedinrrs of the C . . 
otherwise of general meetings oduly COJll'cnc:~mlltcc be ;;ubJeCt to npJlroval or 

15th.-'I'hat strangers \'isiting tlw l?resid~nc 
:nemhcrs for two months any member of th: ns l10normy 
Ill a lJOok to he their 11mnc 

llJC!nhcrs of tlw Chamber. 

he prepared ; ami, after 

!~irculaLcd. 

Hnles he printed, aml an authcnticntcd 

suhscribc1l by cacl1 admission, he kept of 

Ch:unl1cr. That copies bl' fo~nmlcd to Clntmhcr, to 

tlw Secretary to nml to such other parties or authoritic~, as it 

maybe tlesirablc to make acquainted with the objects and rules of the Associ~ 
a lion, 

JAS. J. :MACI\JC~Zm. 
DAYID CowiE. 

\V. \V. KETTLEWELJ., 

D. l\IACKlNT.AY. 

The ~_pccia.~- Cm_~.l-~1}_~;t9.Q. then convened a Ge~m~~l ~!.~_ct~ 
ing of1J{~'-Ch~;~ber fo!' the 8th :May1 at whj~h -the R.ulcs 
j;;.;;posecl by them for the fntnrc guidance of the Cham her 
were adol)ted, n.nd general business transuctecl, us appears 
from the subjoined llepOl't. 

l\lEETING OF THE CALCUTTA CHAl\lTIEJ1 OF COM~IERCE. 

IIeld at l/w Bonded JVitrdwusc, on 9t!t Jllay, tlw following Gentlemen 
being }1/'f,~Cllf, 'l!i=,: 

1\'TESSHS. DEFl•'ET.J., 

KlCTTLEWEL'L, 

lHt:Ewn;, 

STEWAJ(T P,u,;mm, 

\ 

t."l F:SSRS. S.KlNXEll, 

, 11'fAC!tlNLAl", 

, l\fA'l'IIEWSO::O.•, 

, 1\fACKENZIE, &c. 

l\T1~. DEFl,'m,J., in tire Cllair. 

The busine~s of the day commenced by the Clmirmrm submitting the Rc}Joit 

of the Special Committee, i:tfter which the following resolutions were passed:­

First Resolution.-l:'roposcd by l\Jr. Hugh l\'IcEwiu antl seconded hy 1\Ir, 

Stuart Palrncr- . 

That tlw report of the Special Committee uow Submitted be received. 

Carried unanimously. 

.;)U)::'r.i;J~~::;, •• --.~-.,B.I'dtiU@~· i-Jij4ij~~~--.. -~'·lllliiii•IIIIBBIIIII•••••IIill•••••••••••••••••••••• 
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l'.lc~,~:::~~esolution.-Proposcd by 1\Ir. 1\Tnthcwson and scconUed by :.'lfr 

Tktt t)Jc Chamber of Commerce llc cont.inuc(l witll the 
Jlrcsent :l\Icmbcrs, al!tl of 
as described in 

Curried unanimously. 

BJ~~~~;~~Rcsolution.-n·oposc,l by 1\t. Stuart l'almcr nnd seconded by l\rr, 

Thutthc Rules am] 
by the SjJCcial Committrc and 

ll 

Srn•r.ntlt Resolution.-Proposed by 1\Ir, Blundell and seconded hy 1\Ir. 

McEwcn-

'l'hat l'o!r. Kel1lcwl'11 bl' solicited to uct for the present as Secretary of 

the Chamber, 11·ith full nuthority to collect all contribu~ions and subscrip* 

tions. 

Carrierlmmnimously. 

The Satmday, the 14th imtant .. · 

the Chuirm:m for l1is nblc conduct in tho 

Chair. JJOW submittc(l be in 

Hcgulntions, which arc from 
Cnrriod 1111anirnously. 

of the old or 
Rules nnd . A Spec~_rt·l· Genc1_:al. ~_I~e_H).1g of the Chamber 1vns rtgrtin 

-m;ra-o·n·tlli~ 'i4tl;--J\f~-),:" f~~· the purpose of ballotting for 
such pfLrties us had rLpplied to become Members of the 
Chnmber. 

FO!.t1'llt Rcsolution.-ProjJoscd by· l\r Sl. 
:Mackmlay- r. unncr and seconded by 1\Ir. D. 

'.f!~:t ;~::~~!r:hc l\fercantilc comnmnity as sl~on:d express a desire to join 

to make an apphcatwn to tho Acting Sccrc-

cants' who will to lml'c suclJ Ujlplicant or 

be col!cctcd and . . RO that tho YOtcs of the 

spcc~ally calh\ for tl::JCI~~:~18°~1 ;:~ c11;~:YJ~~~:111 :a~e:;e;1~'ee~::1: to1bc 

~=e:1:;;~i:~g asueh to lw lw/(l on the l:Jt7J instan;, ~1·ith a ,.;;.~: 
tlwreat. 1\fernhers to he present and vote 

Carried unanimously, 

Irc~Yc~:.:l~:~olution.-Proposcd by Mr. Cowie nnd secouded by l\Jr. 1Y. 1Y. 

1'1:~!, ;·~tll.~lC vic\~ of hnring the new Rules and Rccrulations 

lt> l c;n crs, tlns meeting do mljourn to Satnrday ~he 14th 

lloon, w wn aJ.l adjoumed meeting will be lwld for l;lc 

a Comnuttec,. uud of transacting suclJ u!!Jcr 

• Carried unanimoush•. 

by 

Si:vt!t Resobdion . ..:_Proposed 1 1\J . 
Muekinluy- 1y J r. 1\Iaekcn~Jc and seconded ]1y l\rr, D. 

That, in order to 

of two Golcf 1\Iohurs be 
of the Clnunber.' 

Carried unanimously. 

PnESl<~NT: 

I 
:;\-fn. J\JACIG!'n',AY1 

AreAl{, 11 Cmvm, 
, BLlDIDELL, , BALl'Oun, &c. 

At ·which, on the proposal of f.-lr. Muckinlay, seconded 
by Mr. Kettlewell, fOrty-three ]firms and Individuals were 
elected :t\Tcmbers of the Chamber. 

On the 18th Iday a further General Meeting of the 
Chm11ber was held, at 'which, witl1 a very lrtrge attendance 
of the 1\iembers, the follo'Ning gentlemen were elected as 
office bearers for the year, fi·mn the 1st May, viz: 

.lAs. J. l\L\.CKENzm, EsQ., President. 
D. MAcJUNLAY1 EsQ., Vice President . 

D. Cowm, EsQ., 
J-. S. J~LJ,IOTT, EsQ., 
'\V. '\Y. KETTJ,EIYELL, Esq., 

I C. B. SKn'Nm{, EsQ., • 
J. P. ·MAcruLLIGIN, EsQ., 

six ·new Members were elected anU resolutions passed to 
the 10llo~ving cfiCct: 

\ 
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That the for imli1·ithm.l members of the Chamber be IO rupees 

per mensem, while alone <'nrrying on lmsinr.ss lll!!lcr style or finn do 

pay the l G rupees per mcnscm ns resolrcd at tlu.~ meeting, 
Carried hy a l:1rgc majority. 

l'roposcd by 1\Tr. Finlay and seconded l1y l\rr. Donald Gordon-

That the l~ulc of the Clmmlwrrequiring new 2Hcmbcrs to be ilflllottcd for 

be SUSjltmdcd for the SjlUCC of six 1\'ecks from this 1lutc, in order that 

time may be gin'n to isstte illl'itations, !llrougll the medium of the 

!mblic prin.ts or otherwise (as may be decided hy !l~e Committee) to all 

mlcrcstcd Ill the commerce and of tl1is country to join the 

Chamber; those stntioncd at the l'rcsidcucy, to pay a 
reduced sc:1lc of snbscri]lliou. 

Cnrried 
That the for i\Iofussil l\Icmbers l1e two Go~d 1\Iohurs per 

The first meeting of your Committee, nmneJ. at the 
above meeting, ·was held on tJ1e 23rcl of l\Iay, to appoint a 

_....,.~~.?~!::!~~·~~' .. ~vhe:l their choice fell upon l\Ir. 'l'.l\~. -~-:~obi_J~s9nl-·· 
_who was mwmmously elected. -·' ·· · ·- · ·· 

Your Committee fixed his salnry at fom· hundrcJ 
~·upees a month, ~Yith the ti.nderstanding that it should be 
mcreasecl proport10nably ·with the increasing prosperity of 
the Chamber. 

Having thus brought to a conclusion the narrative of 
the revival of ~he Chamber, your Committee now proceed 
to report npon 1ts present position, and to render nn nccount 
of tlteir proceedings during tl1e first. HaH~year of its exis­
tence under the new. designation of the BENGAL CHAJ\ll.IEH 
O:F Co~nmncE. 

. The number of local Members of the Cham her hns been 
mcreasccl by elections from time to time until it j 10w 
amounts to SG, ancl a Circubr Letter dist.ributc.:d by your 
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Committee among parties engaged in business in the 
J\Tofnssil, a. copy of ·which is given in the Appendix, has 
obtained for the Chamber 1.8 nmH'esiclent meu1.bers, the 
total number therefore now amounting to 104-1 fL list of 
-.,y]wm will be fonnc1 in the Appendix. 

The present monthly income of the Chnmber amounts 
to Company's rupees 1,2G2-0-0, exclusive of the subscrip­
tions of J\Iofnssil Members of Company's rupees 57 G-O-O 
per annum. The nbstruct of the accounts of the Clunn" 
bcr appended hereto, shows n ·cash balance in the Bank of 
]kngal ofCompa.ny's rupees 4,301-7MG on the 31st October. 
Yom· Committee have ·wl'itten to England for priced lists 
of the best and latest hooks of cmnmerciafinfOrmation null 

reference, ns also for sets of the newest nnd :most, complete 
mnps of all parts of the world, in tl1e ·purchase of which, 
fOr the use of the Chamh~r, ·they propose to expend the 
above mnount; the institution being at present extremely 
deficient in these essential works for the l'efcrence and 
information of its Members. 

Your Committee ba,ve opened a correspondence '>Yith the 
following Associations: 

The ]Lrtst India and China. Association. 
The Indian RefOrm Society. 
The Chambers of Commerce of :Manchester, Dundee, 

J. .. eecls, Bombny, Colombo, l)ort Louis, Singnporc, :i\lclM 
bourne, Sycb10y, Adelaide, Raugoon, nnd the East Iildia.n 
Association, LiverpoCH; and they trust by coMopcrntion with 
these Societies to promote the illtcrests of the Trade of 
this port, and of the East gencmlly . 

The Jirst local sul~jcct to which your Committee clirectcC.l 
their attention, was the state of the n:wigation of the 
Hooghly. In the AppcndL':.: will Lc founlrDlcli:Coi;·:c·sj10ii.-

\ 

\ 
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d:ncc relating to it with the Government, fi·om which you 
1v1ll observe that the Governor General entered at once 11ith 
much interest into the question, appointed a Committee to 

r:port upon the state of the Hooghly, aud at the same 
tunc ordered a_re~survey of thq l\Iutlah, nnd n,_survcy of 
the country Iymg between the head of that li.iver ·and 
Calcut.ta... The Hooghly Committee have not yet com1)let­
ed t~lCu·rescarcl~es, _nor have your Committee received any 
offic1al commumcatwn of the SUl''i7 eys of the l\futlah and 
the intervening lnnd having been completed, which, how­
ever, they Jwve reason to believe will be favorable in all 
respects. Since the subject was first brought to the notice 
of Government by your Coinmittee, no less than seven 

~hips, the names of which are given in tliC 

1Ad-;gin, have grounded in the Hooghly. 

Of thc~Jicilf~_-.._v-us totally lost, with 
the whole of her great IJart of 
her crew, the Gemge Sc,ymour, 
Queen, and FVilliam Penn had to dis-

their cargos and go into Dock for repairs, the 
Jardine was totally lost, a. small part of her 

cargo only having been saved, and the Faize Rolwman 
and Counfess de Brion only floated again without damage 
sufficient to interrupt their voynges ; thus, in every case 
lmt the last two mentioned, heavy loss, detention, and 
inconVenience to an parties interested in both the vessels 
and cargos having occmred, this rej_Jeated occurrence of 
serious disasters renders a continued_ attention to the 
sulJject highly necessary, and your Committee a.wait with 
great interest the reports both of the Hooghly Committee 
and the Surveyors of the J\lutla1 and the country bet-ween 
the two Rivers. 
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The irrerrulnritics in tl;e despatch of the mails 
by the \~essels of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company hrrs been made a subject of ~orresponclcJ.\ce 
by your Committee with the East. Indm and Chnm 
Association of I~ondon flncl the Chambers of Commerce 
of I,iverpool and :Manchester; since this correspondence 
began, however, the terms of the new contract for the 
conveyance of the mails agreed to between. the Lords 
of the Admiralty and the Peninsular ancl Orwntal Com­
pany have come into force, and from ·an abs~ract of these 
terms, printed and circuhted by your Committee, and now 
added in the Appendix, you will observe, that no such 
irregulm·ities in the dutes of sailing of the :Mail Steamers 
ca11 in future occur, although it is to be regretted that no 
acceleration of speed in the conveyance of the mails has 
formed part of the stipulations of the Admiralty contract. 
At the expiration of the present contract, it is confidently 
anticipated that, in these respects: the postal commnnica~ 
tion with Europe 1vill be considerably improved. Your 
Committee is however in correspondence with the Penin­
sular and Oriental Company and _Government on other 
points connected with the present elates of despq,tch of :Mails. 

Your Committee prepared a pet_~t~on for presentation to 
the Houses of J?urliament, prayi11g f~~ the attention of the 
Legislatt~~~-~, in ~rr~n~ging the terms for the renewal o~ the 
I-Ion'hle E. I. Compan}''s Charter, to the following subjects: 

The genernlly defective state __ of thg igten~al comnu~ni~ 
cations of India. 

The imperfect state of the exbting R_oads, H.ive~'?. _a~1~l_ 
Qp.na1s. 

The g~eat___~Y~?~ ___ ?f R_u_i!F?YS, and the long- delay in 
their const~:uction. 

-IMill/Qt&''"'!'"l.' ............................ . 
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The high charges for postngc, nml the slowness of tl1e 
tla1vks. 

'The llca'T duty on Salt. 
The delays .nml obstructions to the mlmini~tration Of 

justice in the Mofu~sil_ Conrts. 

The great expense of l~~I and r~~~iJ)E._st~?-~1?~· 
The hl?-P~Ife~_t ·and ~tmligcstecl sJa.tc_ of the _Ift~~ as laid 

down in the Company's Regulations. 

The i_:1consi~tepyy of the U_~_ury L~--~s. 
The ~l~:~crta.inty of Ian(~ -~·:_:1_l~~?s. 
The l:af>idity however with "\Yhich the India nill was 

1mshccl through both Houses of Parliament, having render· 
eel it very donlJtfnl whether the petition would have n.rriv· 
eel in time fOr presentation before the final arrm1gcmcnt 

of the question, your Committee did not fOrwarcllt to 
Englnm1: the event proved that they were right in with· 
holding it, n,ml the fact of the Chamber's not having ad· 
clrCsscd the J~egislature on the various points mentioned 
abov~, ]s of less moment, a.s the form of legislation carried 
by :Ministers leaves it in the power of Parliament to adopt 
any reforms in the Go!:crnment of Inllia during subsequent 
sessions, and should the Chamber deem iit to forward. fl 

petition nt any future time, it will be Cfllmlly as opportune. 
A correspondence on ·the subject of the attestation of 

clcc~s, &c., by the Magistrates of Calcutta, has been brought 
io a conclusion by the two letters to be found iu the 
Appendix, the concluding letter of the Chief 1\Iagistratc 
containing information that will be fOund frequently usc· 
ful by Members of the Chamber. 

Your Committee addressed Government on the subject 
of the Uchyecllegisla.tion ±Or the prevention of?hip-burni11g; 
their letter and the reply of Government are given in the 
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Appendix. Subsequent to the da.te of the latter, no further 
communication has been received from Government on the 
subject, which has no doubt however been under due 
consideration. 

The injm·ious effect of the old ~~.~~L1~JY§ __ gf_]~}~g~l.Q, 
which nrc still in force here, has also been made a subJect 
of representation to Government ;-the letter of your. Com-

. mittee, and the reply it elicited, nre to be found m the 
Appendix, and it cannot be doubted b.ut th~t the pr~s~nt 
anomalous state of the Law on this subJect will be speedily 
removed. 

A recurrence of accidents to coolies working on the 
Custon:_ Honse Gl~_~ut, ineluced your Committee to address 
tli·e--dc;ll;~t~r ~f Customs on the state of the 9hnyts gene­
rally; that Officer's reply not having been deemed sn:tisfac­
tory, the Board of Revenue was also addressed on tl~e S~lb­
ject, and further, as a. temporary measure, ~-11 fi·P?h~atwn 
was made to the Chief Magistrate, requestmg Ins mter­
fcrcnce to prevent the impediments to the transaction of 
bnsiness arising from the nccidm~ts referreJ to; the whole of 
the. ~orrespomlcnce is given in the Appendix, and your 
Committee have much pleasure inl5cing able to infOrm you, 
that Government are about to construct sheds along the 
\Yhole extent of the Ghauts, to build new jetties, supplied 
with cranes of the nmyest and best description, and to make 
the descent from the bank to the water, safe and convenient. 

In the Appendix 1vill alsq be found copies of n cor­
respondence between the Collector of Customs, the 
Bom·d of .Revenue and your Committee, on the subject 
of the 9..!!.icl~_s_s.,_~y§~~n} _ a.ncl the general business of 
the Custom House. The recommendations of your Com­
mittee have been readily adopted by the Collector, nnd 
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·with an increase of the Cnstom House Establishment., 
whid1 that officcl' has the permission of the Board of 
Revenue to engage, it may conf-idently be hoped, that no 
inconvenience wm in future be experienced by the com­
mercifll body ln transacting hi.1sincss ·with the-department. 

Your Committee }mrticularly beg your at-tention to the 
letter of the Collector of Customs of the 29th September 
and their reply of the 2ilth October, as n complirmcc ·with 
l1is suggestion on the subject of the presentation of ~Iarinc 
BillS, "'vill enable him to detect nnd punish any derelicf,i;;]l 
~~~- ihc· part of his employes in tl1is pnrt of their duties. 

The J?raft of the ne·w l?ost.al_ Act has been made the sub­
ject of a representation to GoveJ·nmcnt by your Committee, 
·which is given in the .. Appendix, and they have every lw11e 
that tJwir remarks will he favorn,bly considered. 

The publication of the new P!.'!)oft_ Act for the Hcg~lati_on 
of the Administrator Genera.rs Office, has a.1so been mnde 
the opportunity for addressil1g a. representation to Govern­
ment on the subject of this unnecessary and arbitrary 
interference with private rights and a.rr:mgemcnts. A 
memorial signed by several .Agency Houses, which, with 
the letter of your Confmittee, is given in the Appendix, 
was sent in to Government, remonstrn.ting agninst the 
original Act of 18M), but it apparently received little or no 
attention. Your Committee however trn.'>t that the com­
mnDica,tion made by them, as the constituted organ of the 
Commercial body generally, will be more favorablyreceiveJ, 
aml that some of the n1tcrat.ions in t]JC Drnft Act suggest­
ed by them lYill be adopted by the legislature. 

Copies of a letter of your Committee to the Official 
AsRignce, and the reply of that Ofllcer will be found in the 
Appendix, 
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The su hjcct to which they relate deserves .the attention 
of the Chamber, "'Yith ·a view to putting a stop to the 
heaVy losses now sustained by all who become creditors of 

N ati':_9 J1~_9_lyggtQ. . 
Your Committee rtddrcss8d :::m inquiry to Government 

on the subject of the state of the .Q.~leut'taQ~l_H)Js; the reply 
received was most satisfactory, which, with your Commit­
tccjs letter, conchules the copies of correspondenCe given in 
the Appendi.-....:. 

An Arb~t.I:~ti9J_"L.J2opcl has been dmfted by \V. lUtchie, 
Esq., ... ~~h is now in course of printing, and which your 
Committee recommend to be used in all cases of reference 
to the Chamber. 

Your Committee have had to regret the retirement of~'!~·· 
J. S. J;);_L42tt, whose private business precluded his devot­
fugti~at attention to his duties n,s n, Member of the Com­
mittee, which he considered that the office required of him. 

The vacancy so created has been filled up by the np~ 
pointment of Mr._Q._II __ Ba.il~y. 

Your Committee take this opportunity of acknowledg­
ing the constant courtesy and consideration whh which 
their communications have been r6ccived by the heads of 
all departments of Government,, to whom they hav.c had 
occasion to address themselves. 

The Members of the Chamber are a, ware of the great exer­
tions mrrdc by Mr. VV. \V. Kctt]cwcll, for its revival, but 
your Committee consfcler it clue to that gentleman to put on 
record in this report their a.pprcciaJion of those exertions, 
which they consider merit the warmest thanks of the 
Cham her. 

(Sd.) J AS. J. >liACKENZIE, 
President. 

CALCUTTA, 2 
NfJvcmUcr lsl, 1853.5 
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APPENDIX.. 

LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A Allan, Dcffdl nnJ Co. 
''-., A]lCUr and Cu. 

- Auderson, \Y. Esqr .. ~ 

~ l3ormdailc, J olm and Co, 

· Draddon uml Co. 

·Brooks, A. Est]r. "' 

Cnrlislo, Nephew aml Co. '"' 

-Carter, .T. \V. l~sqr. _,_ 
·-Church, ,James ,Jun. and Co .. ,. 

·Cowell, James, Esqr. 
·Colvin, Ainslie, Cowie mul Co. ••· 

Cullen, 1\'Iuir nml Co.,. 

Crooke ami Grey, 

• Dickson mal Co. · 

"-Ewing anll Co. · · 

- Egliuton awl Co . ..., 

Foster, 

Esqr."' 

.o-Gillmulcrs, Arbuthnot and Co . ..,. 

Gislwrnc and Co. 

/ Glatbtouc, 

Gihnorc, 

Gouger, A. 

Gordon, Stuart aml Co, 

Gril!ithsmu] Co. '"" 

Guntm·, Greenaway ami Co. 

Gooroo Churn Seiu. •c~ 

_... Haworth, \V. ami Co, 

Henderson, \V r.\Jnce and Co. 

Hurris Chmaler Bhose, ..-. 

'', 

Haddon, E. G. Esqr. 

IJbcry, ,J. Vi'. II. nnd .J . .JenkinS. , 

,T nmicson and Co. 

_, J nniine, Skinner and Co. 

Kettlewell, Dmbhle ami Co. 

Kelly, Campbell and Co. • '"" 

Kelsall, Hoarenll!l Co. " 

Lca~h, Rawson nm\ Co. ,..,~ 

Dearman and ·withers. 

Lyall nmi Co. , .. ~ 

}\Toran, \V. and Co: .... 

1\larks, C. H . .J~~qr. """' 
N onnan, Jlrothers ami Co, 

l'atcrson, nnd Co. 

Penrce, :iUacmc and Co. 

, Peel, Dcllairs ami Co. 

Pennington ami_ C,o. •'• 

Pcrcimmal Co. 

J:'ottcr and Co .. .-. 

1\m·icr anti. Co. .... 

Prestwich, E. Esqr.,... 

I>eJnnollcr, G. aml Co. ,~. 
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,-.Ralli Brothers. 

Ralli umll\Iayrojani. 

Ham G opanl Ghose nnd Co. 

Robinson, Dalfom mul Co. 

Rnjendcr Dutt nml. Krtlly Dnss Dutt. 

Ross, H. 1~. Esqr. 

Rolwrtson, .T. L, ~sqr. 

Samuel Smith, Sons and Co.~ 
Schi\lizzi and Co. 
Schoene, Kilburn and Co, 

Shand, Fairlie and Co. 

Fimith, Faric and Co. 
Stevenson, H. B. Esqr. 

Stroud, n. R Esqr. 
S11nm Churn 1\Iittcr, 

Thomas, l\Tartcn nnd Co, "' 

'l'ullol1, Seal nnrl Co. " 
Tandy, .r. O'n. :u:~{1r. , " 
Thiault, Gvc. Esqr. 

\Vhitncy, Barstow mul Co. ,;,;· 

Willisand]i:arlc. 

"T attcnbach, Heilgcrs and Co. "" 

\Viculwlt, llrotlwrs aml Co, 

\Vingrovc,_ Gco. Esqr. -:­
\Vilb, Augustin ami Co. 

Thornton, J. Esqr. 

---.-
ThiOFUSSIL Th!U!BERS. 

Tiuchanan, Paterson and Co,-Jl[oul-
me in. 

Crisp ami Co,-"-Rangoon, 

Forbes, Alexander, Esqr.-Dacca. 
Guppy, S. Esqr.-Bally Klwl. 
Hamilton, Higginson anll Co,-Jllirw 

zaporc. 

Kenny, .J. T. Esqr.- SaZqamoodialt, 
McNair and Brae.-Baboolwl~IJ. 
Wise and Glass.-.Dacca. 

:.\Tacrnc,Bcghic and Co.-Jl[oulmein 
Dc~wcll, H. Esrv.-{lclicrgungc, · 
Suvi, R.. Esqr.-.Nowlwlfa. 
Probhy, F. Esqr.-Dacca. 
Il'fudagan, F. Esqr.-Lolwnalhpon 
J\'laxwell, D. Esqr.-Cawnpore. 
I~ongden, G. H. Esrrr.-Agra. 
Gale, F. Esqr.-Pundoul. 
W!:cll?.ics, '1'. Esrrr.-llfirzaporc. 
Beecher, VI. Esqr.-Gowlwtry. 
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To CECIL BEADO~, EsQ., 
Secretary to the Gm:ermneut of Bengal. 

Sm,-I um directed hy the Committee of the Bengal Chrnnl1er of Com. 

ling to sea nntil tlw beginning of .July. 

to tlw notice of the l\rost Noble th~ 

~tate of the m.vigution of tl11 

of water on the James nml 2\fary's, in 

l1as been less tl1an ever prcYiously 

not felt themseh·es warranted it 

their Yoyagc. 

have no prospect of gel· 

It is the opinion of most mutical men well acquainted with the Hi1·c1 

and 

cmlcnl"ouring to OjlCJJ a new communication from the sea to this 11ort by some 

to calll1is attention to the pmcticability of 

miles from its mouth it lms n good ~hcltercd • 

a bore. 

mul in 

from the 

S1111erior 

the ilfutlah, although 
blc, winds considerably and becomes narrower; the country however in 

yjj 

intcrw•nin(t ~puce h helic1·cd to be favorable for the formation either of n 

ruilrond o~ canal, by menns of the communication could be continuetl to 

Calcutta, ami erery facility afforded for the conduct of the commerce of the 

place. . ~ 
It is the eamest. request of the Committee, that the ?.lost }ioblc the Goreruor 

will order a snn·ey to be made of the :1\Iutbh Rircr, its 

from 

of national importance, 

the GO\·ernor of Bengal will not deem 

them intrusive ia soliciting, as they now beg to do, l1is early attention to the 

subject. 
I am, Sir, yonr obedient sermnt, 

(Signetl) T. :i\1. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

Bt:NGAL CnA~IllEH or CmDnmcr-:, 
C,u.cur.rA, } 

tlre 27th Na.IJ, 1853. 

No. 1398. 

Fnmr THE SECRETARY TO THE GO"YERN?IIENT Oll BENGAl,, 

To ·ruE SECRETARY TO THE- BENG.A.L CHAt.ffiER OF 

CO.l\lMERCE. 

Gener~I. 

Dated Fort William, !lie 20th .Ju~IJ, 1853. 

Sm,-I mn directed by the illost Noble the Gorernor of Bcngnl 

to the receipt of your letter, dated the 27th 1\Iny last, 

to the of the Ri1w Hooghly, 
now exist, and suggesting the 

commun\culion between this port and 
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2, His orders upon your letter 

this o!Jjcct, measures 

3. Iu the event of the ldutlnh the channel of conycynncc for the 

commerce of this port, comtmmication by hdween Calcutta and soma 

conrcnient point on tlte liiutlnh will be necessary. Such a mil way, His Lordship 

apprehends, will be of easy execution, amllllajor J}akcr 

directed to sun·cy the country between Calcutta anrl the head of the 

with a Yiew to obtain :~ccurate information on the sulJjcct. 

4. "While the above inquiries arc in His Lonhhip is Uesirous that 

measures Hlwnlt! be taken to ascertain facts regarding the naYigation of the 

l{iver exactly than has as yet been done. 

observes, founds its ]lrescnt 

. state the navigation of the HiYct 
wluch thrca!cng at- no period to render access to the port of 

Calcutta. nltogcther impracticable for any vessels lmt those of the smallest 

!onna::;e." His Lordship recently had occasion to call for the opinion of the 

Superinteudent of Marine on this }JOint. The report of that officer did not 

thinks, shoulU be done at once. 

the deterioration of the mwigation as 

to he determined, and this, His 

J~ordsl1ip to appoint a Committee 
three members, vi::., the lllastcr any gcntlemau whom' the 

of 

may tl1ink proper to dcrmtc, and prolmhly a member of the I'ilot Service, aml 

I am accordingly to request that the Chamber willnomiuatc some "entlcman 

for this Jlllrpose. On tliis lJeing done the other members will be apr~ointcd hy 

tl1c Government, and the Committee so constitute1l will he requested to meet 

ami to enter upon an similar to tl1at wl1ieh took place in 18.f4, in 

~::~:~!ion with the imruiry the Jlracticnbility of pr01·idiug Calcutta with wet 

(Signed) CECIL TIEADON, 

Scercfmy to the Govcmment of Bengal. 

ix 

BENGM. CnA~mEn OF Co~l71mRCE, 

Caleulla, 2Gt!t July, 1853. 

To CECIL BEADON, EsQ., 

Sccrc!my to tl!C Government of Bengal. 

Sm,-1 am directed by tlH~ Committee of the Bengal ChamlJCr of Com­

the receipt of yonr favor of the 20th instant. 

that will con1·cy their cnrnesl thanks to the 1\fost 

rcn1ly consideration wit.h wl1ich l1is Lord-

~hip l1as received their cmnmuuication on the subject of the naYigntion of tlJC 

uml lllutlah Rivers. 
conformity with tlw desire of l1is l-"orrlship, the Committee respectfully l1Pg 

to nominate J\Tr .• Tames ,Joseph l\Inckctmic, as the Dcpt.ty of the Bengal 

Chamber of Commerce, to sit upon tllC Committee vroposcrl to be formed to 

iwrnirc into tlJC state of the navigation of the R.iYcr Hooghly. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient sermnt, 

(Signed) T. l\L IWBINSON, 

Sccrctm:IJ· 

No. 5G4. 

FRo~l Tm:"UNDER-SECRETAH.Y TO Till: GOYEHNl\IBNT or BENGAL, 
To Tl!D SECHETAHY To Tim BENGAJ-" CUAl\IBER or CO:;>.IMEIWE. 

Marine, 

date, I am 
with, for the 

Dated Fort TVilliam, the 2nd Aurtust, 1853. 

to liir. J. J. Mackenzie, appointing him a l\Jembcr of the Committee, for the 

Jlllrposc of reporting ou the state of the NnYigation of the River Hooghly. 

I lm\·c the honor to lw, 

Sir, 

Your nwst obedient Scn·ant, 

(Signed) "\Y, GORDON YOUNG, 

limler-Secrc!ar,lt to the Govcrmncut f!f' Bengal. 

b 



'li!J" 

No. 659. 

Fl\OM Tm: UNDEH-SECHETARY TO nn: oo·nmNMENT orDRXGAl 

'.l'o .T. ,J. l\IACJiJ~NZm, EgQ. 

Dated Fort lT'illiam, the 2ml AII[!IISt, 1853. 

Marine, Sm,-I am dircctctl by tlw 1\-Tost Noble the G01•emor of Bcngi 
to inform that Ilis Lortlsl1ip 1m~ hccn plensed to yoo 

to lJC a J\-Tember of n for tl1c purpose of staled 

the l'l'"avigation of the H.il'er Hooghly. A copy of a letter (lay addrcs.•cl 

to the Suprrinteudent of l\'lnrine on the suhjecl is hereto appended for yott 
infomwtion. 

I lla1·c, &c., 

W. GORDON YOUNG, 
"'""'·-occ.•·•·w•;r to tlw Govcrmncut of 1Jt1r,r;al. 

No. 518. 

FrroM Tnu SECHETARY To THE GOVEBNi\-!ENT or BJ~NG.AL, 

To Tm; OPPICIATING SUl'ERJXTJ~NDKN1' oF l\:fAlllNE. 

Dated Fort TFilliam, tlw 4t!t .AII!JIISf, 18ii3. 

Marine, Sm,-I am directed by the :i\Tost Noble the Go1'ef11or of Dell· 

gal to forward herewith t~opy of the corre~poudence uoted in the 

xi 

npproximnte t:nn be formed as to the period a! w]Jieh Sllips of brg~ 
to t.hu l\futlnh, the 

C:~l~Jl. Jlis Lonl~llip desires me to request, that the Committee will meet ns 

early ns mny be convenient nnd enter upon 1t wouhl appear 

that some information on the subject wns 

sat in 1844, to inquire into the 

Docks, nml is vrohahly in your 

printetl Repor~ of wl1ich a copy is herewith forwarded 

the Committee. 
3. In reporting the result of their inqniries, the Committee will h~ so good 

as to gil'e a definite opinion on each point, wit~! their re~1sons for Jt, and to 
append to their Heport, the oral am\ other ei'Jtlcncc wlnch may be taken 

by tlwm. 

4. The Secretary to the of l\Indne will be Secretary to tho 

Committee, and all rcconlH tlw l\farine Department will be open to their 

inspection. All OJlicers of the Department will also nttcml before. t]IC Comm~Hec, 

if re11uired to do ~o. Any moderate the Cmmm!lee may mcur 

iu enterltlining \Vriters, 'Copyists, &e., he horne hy Govemmcnt. 

I lnwt~, &e., 

(Rignrd) CECIL m~ADON, 

Sr:crctmy to t!w Goi!C/'1111/Citl 1!/ lJr:ugrd. 

margin, relative to the presc1:1 No. t:i49. 
state of tlw Navigation of tl11 

Hooghly, ami the possihlc for· A copy of this letter forwanle(l to tlw Chamber of Commerce for infor· 
mat ion of a Port at the hem\ of mation. 

the H.ivcr l\futlul1, ami with rc· \V. GORDON YOUNG, 

ferr.nee to the 5th nml Gth ]Jam· fo the GoJJl. nf Bengal. 
letter to tl1c Chnmbcr, to inform you thnt II is Lordshijl hal 

besides yonr&:lf, of the Gcn· 

l1as, iu past years, 

vigation, wl1nt l1.w been the nature nnd progress of tht• tu what 

causes it is owing, whether it is likely to continue, and if su, whetl1er an)' 

liiillli11E~~'i"~¥~;i-j ____________ ~;r~!!Betw~c~m·BI .. IBIB~~,•--IIIIII .................................... .. 
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PENINSULAR & ORIENTAL COMPANY'S CONTRACl, 

Abstract of tire terms of t!w-Pcnimwlar and Ortental Compmq/s Conlrm: • 
if tlw Eastern J1fails, publislwd b;J the Lords of/),, 

DATES or S,ur.nw. 
From Soutlmmp!on, to leave on the .. 4th H!H] 20th, 

... ... lltll " 27th. 

... •.. 4th " 20tlJ. 

Marseilles 

, Bombay 
, Calcutta ... ... 6th , 20th.-To 

sea from tlJc Sand Heads before 8 1'. ~r. on 
Hong Kong 

Sydney 
I>ort Philip 

Adelaide 

... lith " 27th. 

... 20th} 

... 24th Alternate months. 

... 27th 

DAnes ron AnmvAL. 
At Southampton on the •.. 

, Marseilles from abroad on the ... 

, Bombay from Point de Galle on the 

, Calcutta from England on tl1e 

, Hong Kong on the 

... G~h ancl 21st, 

. .. 14th 30tll. 

... 2nd , 18th. 
... . .. 2nd , lGth. 

... lOth , 24th. 
, Adelaide on tlJC .. 
, rort PhiliJl on tl1e .•. Bth} 

, ..• 11th Altcmatc mouths. 
, Sydney on the .. , .. , .. . 14th 

. ~umber of days in wl1ich t]JC Mails arc to be conveyed to their several drs 
tumtwns by tlw rackets from Southampton-

To Gibraltar in 

, 1\falta in ... 

, AUcn in ... 

, Ceylon in 

, 1\Indras in 

, Calcutta in 

, Singavore in 
, Bombay ·d& Ceylon in 
, Hong Kong in 

5 days. 
. .. 13~ 

• .• 22~ 
... 34 
... 38 

... 42 
•. 42 

" King George's Sound in ... 

... 45 

... 50 

... 58 

'l'o Adelaide in ... 

"rort.l'!lilip iu ..• 

, Sydney iu 

xiii 

•• G-1 1lays. 

.. G7t , 

.. 70 

The stoppages of the P::wkets to wait for Mail~ by other Packets arc to Yary 

from 
AtAlc:-:andria, 

, Suez, 

3 to 8 days. 

5 "G " 
, roint de Galle,... £1 , - , 

Detwecn October and nhrch the Packets may touch at Cossier in the Red 

Sea. 

From Calcutta aml Hong Kong the rackets arc to leave five days earlier in 

the l\Tonths of 
l\fay, 

June, 

.July, 

August. 

The rackets arc allowed to reach Hong Kong five days later than the above 

specified time during the l\Ionths of 

Novemlwr, 

Deccmlwr, 

.January, 

l<'ebrmry. 

the pre~·alencc of the ad\'ersc Trade \Vinds, the Homeward 

allowed to reucl1 its de~tination four days later than 

The Admiralty and the Peninsular and Oriental 

order the Dombay and Hong Kong rackets to call at other than I'oint 

and the Admiralty lmve llower to re(jllire tl1c 

Homeward to proceed direct from King George':; Somul ·to 

Point do Galle. 

CA t.Cl!TTA, } 

OCtober ZOI11 1 1853 . 

(Signed) '1'. l!I. UOniNSON, 

Sr:crcfm'!J . 

ll'llliliiiili_il_i .. iii_iili_ili_iirillillillll!!lllllillll!lrWilll!.lll!!mlli-ll!lMillllift-llllliilllallll!il!!ll!!lll!lllll!l't"'';!'• •••••••••••••••••••••••••IIIII 
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ATTESTATION OF DEEDS. 

Calr:ulla, lOtlt June, 1853. 

Fnmr THE SECHE'l'AHY 01' Tm llENG .. A.L UIIAl\IBElt o!' 

COl\GimRCE, 

'l'o W. 11. ELLIOT, EsQ., CIHEl<' l\IAGJSTRATE m· CAl~CUT'I'A. 

Sm,-Ifin!lbyyour letter, No. 8 1!6, of November Gth, 1852, to the Secw­

tnry of the Chamber of Commerce, that the snhjed of voluntary nllilhl1'its nnd 

the lmd again been rderrcd to the Advocate General. I 

8hall feel by your informing we, if tlu:~. opinion of' thn\ 

lm~ been confirmed, or in any point altered, 

I am Sir, 

Your o!JCdicnt ~en·unt, 

(Signed) '1'. M. IWBINSON, 

Secretary. 

No. 349. 
10th June, 18(13. 

J.<'nmr 'I'UE CHIEF l\IAGISTRATE, 

To TJm SECHETAHY oF ·rmc CHA'l\IDEI~ oF COl\L\fERCI~, 

CALCUTTA. 

Sm,-In reply to your letter of thi~ date, I iJPg to inform you that the 

Government lmving referred to the late Alh-ocate General a report submitted 

me of the dif!Crent kinds of IJltJlcrs, which the Division l\Ingislrates had ul 

times vresented to them for attestation, that Officer gave it as his 

Army, .. , ~.~.-~~~-~~-.~~- ·s-~~l~~~~~, ~-~l·i·s·t~J.J~. ~~.~ •• ~~-~~-. ~:~(~~l:~ } .-.t:::~~~:tLc 
~- 1lfoollhtar/1(111WS for usc in tlJC Mofussil, ........... : ....... 1 3. Powers of the sale of stock or rcce1pt of 

Dividends with '!.f Eu,r;lrmd, , .... , .....••.•..••. , 

4. Ditto fo~ Tnmsfer ofFuuds in .................. Jlfrq; Lc 
5. Dcclarntwns of Cndets tlJC Army, ......... j'atte&tc!L 
G. Ditto regarding ehilclrcn of Dfficcrs, entering the 

Military Orphan A~ylul:n ............................. .. 

7. Declarations of Pensioners on Lord Clive's Fuml, ....... .. 

8. Fulwlutmmwsfm·nsein thel\Tofussil, ..................... ) 

9: Dr~e1ls of all sorts, ............................................. { :SllOnl!l 

:r ~::~:'::.;:~~:,~~:~:~::~:.~,:~~~~,::::;7:,>::::::::: :::::: ~ ::,',,:;~ ,.,_ 
] ha\'c the honor to he, 

Sir, 

Yommostohcdieulscrraut, 

(:Signed) W. U. ELLIOT, 

C/lir:f Jlfa,qislrlllc. 

S H I P • B U R N I N G. 

'l'o J. P. GRANT, EsQ., 

Scr:rctm·y lo l!w GmJcmmcnl of hi(Ua, ITome Drparlmcnt. 

Sm,~I 11111 directed hy the Committee of the Bcngnl Chamber of Com~ 

mercc to request the fnvor of your informing tlH~m if yonr Government ha\'c 

decide!! upon new legislation for future prevention of The 

Committee beg to remind you tlmt the rejJOrt of Sl1ip-Bnming 

Committee is datNl October 20th, 1851, mHI to stnte to you that tlJCy nrc 

mo~t nnxiou~ to sec some net of legislation on the snhjcct con~idering it to be 
one of mnch moment to the commerce and shipping of the Jllace, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Scn·nut, 

(Signed) , 'l'. l\L ROJ3H.TSON, 

Sccrctm;IJ. 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, June lOtl1, 1_853. 
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No. 4117. 

Fnmr G-. PLO\VDEN, EsQ., 

O,Oiciating Secretary to tlw Govemment rif India, 

To T. J\1. HOniNSON, EsQ., 

Secretary, Ben,rynl Clmmlwr rif Commerce. 

Sm,-In reply to your le!!er dated the lOth ultimo, I mn directed to sbt~ 
Ilflme Dept, for J]JC information of the Clnunher of Commerce, that the 

(Ley,) of the Ship-Burning Committee's Hejlorl, dated the 30th 

1801, is still under the consideration of the Legislature, and tlmt nn Atl 

for the future }Jrevenlion of Shi]J-burning will Jlrobahly he ]JUblished shortly. 

I have t]JC honor to he, 

Sir, 

Your most olJellient Ser\'ant, 

GEORGE rr~OWDEN, 
Qffieiatill,fJ tlw Government of India. 

Council Clwmlm·, Ju~11 8tl1, 18ii3. 

USURY LAWS. 

To ,J. 1'. GRANT, EsQ., 

Srcrc!m;IJ to tlwGovcrnment of India, liomc Department, 

Sm,-I mn directed l1y the Committee of tl10 Bengal Churn her of Com· 

merco to request the fnmr of your bringing to the noliee of tl10 ?...Yost Noble 

the Governor General of India, tlmt the rC]JCal of the Usury Laws 

never lJcen extended to thiscountry; British are here. linbl~ 
}lrosccutions for chargiug upon any transaction busincs~ a rate of interest 

~lJOYe t_wcln~. per cent., while tlJC mtivcs of India enjoy the privilege of employ· 
mg the1r capl!ul at any rate of interest mutually agreed upon between borrower 
and lender, 

The Committre 
advisable to extend 

tlmt should it not be deemed 

to this country, an uniform lrgis· 

xvii 

lation might with advantage he established for British subjects ami natives of 

lndb alike. 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Serv::mt, 

(Signed) T. 1\I. ROBINSON, 
Sccrctar,IJ. 

Bengal C/wmhcr C!,{ Commcrcr, .lime l8ll1, 1863. 

No. 448. 

Fnmr G. PLOWDEN, EsQ., 
O.[Jiciating Secretary to tlw Govcrnmcnl of India, 

To T. M. ROBlNSON, EsQ., 
Sccrctar,IJ, Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 

Sm,-1 am directed to aclmowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 

18th ultimo, amlin rcvly to state, that the recommendation of 

IIomc })~pi, the Chamber of Commerce fur the rcpenl of the laws of usury 

(My.) in India, as lms been done in ]~nglaml, or for an tmiform legis-

lation for British and Nntii'CS of India as regards usury, will receil'c 

the curly 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

GEORGE PLOWDEN, 

Officiating Sccretmyto the Gol!cmmcnl nf India. 

Council Ch([mbcr, tl1c Stlt July, 1853. 

C US T 0 M H 0 U S E G H AUT. 

To THE COLLECTOR OF CUS'l'OJ\18, CALCUTTA. 

Calcutta, 29th ,Jmw, 1853. 

Sm.,-I mn directed by lhe Committee! of the Bengal Chamber of Com­

merce to beg your nttcntion to the slntc of tho Custom House ,Glumt. 

The Ghaut commands a very fine river frontage, ana might be mnde most 

useful for nll purposes required for t.he trndc of the place, but from its present 

l 
( 
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the eausr of much i1tiury to goods, and ofF~ 
them. 

I nm. &c .• 

(Signed) T. li:I. ROBIKSOX. 

Sccrt:lar,v. 

Ko. 2i9. 

Fnrm Tnr. OFFICIATL\G C~LLECTOR or CUST0::\1S. 

CM,CCTT.l. 
To nn; SECBETATIY TO nm CILUlBEll or CO?IU.IERCE. 

CALCuTTA 

xix 

4th.-I have delayed replying to your letter in the hojJe, tlw.t nny new 
arrangements for tlw Custom Hot!se, rendered necessa? by the expected 

opening of the Railway, might meanwhile verhnps be consulercd. ~~the Ghnnt 

on this side the I-Iooghly and tlw terminus on tlw other mny rcqtnre to lw. COil· 

ucctcd, J mn unwilling to ask the Gol'crnment to CXJlCnd money until the 

· wlwlc (1ucstion may lJc before tlwm. . . . 
5th.-Tn the meantime, I have requested the Cml Arc\utcct to put one 

crnne at least in scrl'iccable condition. 

I hnl'c the honor to be, Sir, 

Calcu!ln, Cont. Custom } 
liol/,I'C, t/u: 12tlt .TuZIJ, 1853. 

To "\Y. II. ELLIOTT, EsQ., 

Your most obedient scn•nnt, 

(Signed) S. BOWRING, 
Officiating Collector of Customs. 

Cldif Jlfngistmtc of Calcutfn. 

Calcutta, 25t!t July, 1853. 

Sm,-I am.Uirr.cted by the Committee of tl1e Chamber of Commerce to 

thnt an accident hnppcncU on the afternoon of Saturday, 

to. n coaly working on the Custom House Ghaut, in conse­

quence of which tl1e whole gang of gllllnt coolies struck work, and the landing 

n stop to. Parties. to whom it wns of the greatest itnjJOrtancc 

to discharging in the ril·er endcarorcd to get their work done by 

tieka coolies, hut tlw whole of the regular ghaut coolies united in a l1ody aml 

prc;·cntcd tlwir working. A similar state of things exists at tl1is moment, aml 

tlw shipJling husincss of the port is entirely suspended ; I han~ therefore to 

that you will exercise authority in putting n stop to this combina· 

aml strike among the and more Jlnrtieularly that you will gil'c your 

attention to tlw dangerous state of the Custom House Ghaut, owing to lvhich 

the dil!iculty has arisen, and which is the cause of the most serious incom·cni· 
once to the business of the }lDrt. 

I nm, Sir, 

Your obedient Scrmnt, 

(Signetl) T. ,\I, ROBINSON, 

Secretary. 



No. 436. 

Fnmt TilE CHIEF 1\JAGISTHATE, 

To THE SECRETARY OF Tm: CI-JA:\JDER OF CO:i\U.!ERCE, 

CALCUTT.\. 

'25tli July, 1853. 

, Sm,-Ou tlw receipt of your letter of tl1is date, I went to the Custcn 
IIouse Ghaut; at its southern end known ns Coila GIHmt, I found a nnml1en' 

sircars ami _coolies ~itting i(Ue on some empty carts. I nsked the reason •' 

their idleness, nnd they said there lmd been n refusal on tlw part of ll1c C11sto~ 
House coolies to work, and tlwrefore they (when I wns 

know whether or uot they migllt work. I said Itl10ught they 

mence too soon, and tj1ey l1egan immediately, without remonstrance from all) 

2.-I then went to the front of the Custom House Ghant, where n lur1' 
mnnlu:r of men were collectetl; they said they could not work till the Ghaut ln.' 

mended. I told them were at full liberty to leave olf work, ami 

their houses for any of months or years, hut tl1e 

lmndrcds aml tl10u~ands of men to supply their places, hut they must not prt· 

tlJat had any one re11resented to me tl1e stated 

the Ghaut as I would have its repair immediately; hut that (15 

tl1cy had consented to strike work, under the vain imJ.lrcssion probably d 

enforcing tl1e tllc Ghaut, I should take time, perha}JS days, 

to consider tlw matter, ami sllOuld certainly do 
out directions till the work was carried on as usual. 

3.-.::Thcy then said if I wmlld Jlromise to meud the Chant, they wouhl sd 

to work directly ; I replied that I would make no such promise, nor spend a 

cowree on the G haut, till they slJOu]d set to work, A considcralrle number 

tlu:n said that I had spoken fairly, and that tlwy would work, and in about len 
minutes I left the place, with all Jmrlies satisfbl, and work recom· 

nwnced. The Collector of Customs, his l\fr. Bellew, and numcr· 
ou~ sircars 

combination of workmen do not extend to 
Co.lc~tta, ao that the Slrihc would l1ardly he within my cognizance. I cou!J 

not d1scover that any man was prevented working by tho coolies in the 

Etrike ; should any force he used, or sucl! an attempt, the Pulice of course 
take measures and suppress it, 

xxi 

5 -A similLtr ~trike took place last 

conc.erted by tlw sircars, aml did not 

6.-I hnvc given orders that a hu·gc 

row morning on smoothing the hank. 

'l'o A. H. YOUNG, EsQ., 

lmt that was (wyoJHl all tlonht, 

with the coolies, 

of workmen be emJlloyed to-mor-

I have the honor, to he, Sir, 

Your most obedient ~crvant, 

(Signed.) W. II. :ELLIOTT. 

Junior Secretary to the Borml of Rcvcmtc. 

Calcutta, 25th .July, 1853. 

Sm,-1 am direc!Nl hy the Committee of t_he B'engal Chamber of ~~:!: 
merce to wait u lOll you with the cndosed copws of <:Orre~pondencc h~ ' 
this office and tl!at of the Ofliciating Collector of Customs, on the suhjed of 

the state of tlw Cu~tom House Glmut. . 

The Committee beg that you will do them tlw favor of l~ymg t:JC eorres­

ondence lJdore the Board of Revenue, and at the same t.Jmc hnng 'to :he 

~oticc of the Board that the Committee cannot hut consider the commumeahon 

of the Ofiiciating Collector of Customs as very and the consc-
Tlw freljuency of the occurrence of acl;idcn!s on tho , . 

quent iuterrll]Jtions of lmsiness, have not been exaggerated l~y Ill~ Comnnt!c~, 

as they can pro\'C lJy ample testimony should such a conhrmallon ()f their 

considered necessary. 

On the 23rd instant an aceideut occurred to a· cooly on the 

Glmut, owing to its tlangcrous footing, and as usual, led t.o the 

abandonment of all work on the Ghaut by the coolies, which has been eontmue(l 

all through this day, aml the entire husincss of tho port in loading and dis­

charging ''cssels in conse(]Uencc suspended, 

The Committee resprctfully beg the attention of the Board of ~evem1e to 

tl1e slate of tl1e Ghaut, aml to urge llJlOil their consideration the great 

necessity for the alterations aml illlJ.lrovements in it iu tho 

letter No. 1 to Ol!icinting Collector of Custom~. 

I am, Sir, 

Your olJcdicnt Ser\'ant, 

(Signed) T. l\I. IWJHl\SON, 

,':>'ccrdary. 
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To S, ~0\YRING, EsQ., 

OjJiciutiu.'l Col!rctar rif C1tsloms. 

. Caleutta, 2itl1 Ju(IJ, 185~ 
Sm,-I mn du·ected hy the Committee of the Denrral Chmnh . 

nw~ce to acknowledge tlw receipt of your letter of tlw ~2th er of I} 

:l:elr eOTll!ll!~uirati_on on the suhj(•ct of tlJc state of the Custom 

~h~l 707llll!ttce wil,l fcelmnch obliged by your iuformiurr them if th~(l 
rc n ec HIS exammed and sent any report - to our ffi "' 

jetties, cranrs and slwds on tlw Ghaut, nnd furthe~ lJ 0,~~: ;::.:l~e:tn!~o![ 
a eoJJY of such n Report, should it have been rccei,•er iJ~ your 0;~; them IJ 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) '1'. l\f. ROBINSON, 

Secretary 

No. 304. 

l<'nmr ·nm OFFICIATING COLLECTOR w CUS'l'OJ\fS, 

CALCUTT!. 

To Tim SECRETARY TO ~·Im CHAMBER 01' CO:ilti\iERCE, 

CALOUTTl 

Crdcutta, Custom llfmse } 
2/tlt July, 1853. ' 

at liberty to give a copy or tl: 

SlljlCrior authority. 

Y 1 am, Sir, 
our most oh~dient Serl'ant, 

S. BOIVHING, 

Collector rif Customs. 
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No. 1003. 

Fumt l'Im OFFICIATING JUNIO!t SECRETARY TO Tim 
BOAH.D OF REVENUE, 

To Tim SECRETARY ·ro THE CI-IAl\WER Ol' CO:il:lMERCE. 

Fort TTWliam, tlw 28th July, 1853. 

Sm,-'\Vith reference to your letter dntCd the 25th instant, I am Jirectetl by 

the Board of Revenue to forwmd to you 11. copy of one a1l· 

JC,c~:::~~~:::~sn, dressed by order of the Board, to 1\Iessrs. Gillanders, Arbuth­
not and Co., in reply to a communication from them on the 

smne subject. 
I lmve the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Your most olwdient scrvaut, 

(Signed) A. H. YOUNG, 

Officafing .Junior Secretary, 

No. 1001. 

FJtO~[ Tim OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETAl~Y 'l'O l'Im 

BOARD w REVENUE, 

To l\IJ;ssns. GILLANDERS, ARBUTHNOT, Ah"'D Co., CALCUTTA. 

Fort William, the 28llt ,Trt~lj, 1853. 

GENTI.E]mN,-lYith reference to your letter of the 23nl instant, and its 

Customs, enclosure, I am directed to inform you thnt., on receijlt of a report 

on tlw sul1ject from the Oilicinting Collector of Customs, the 

13onnllmve nlready nJljllied to Government to have the unsen·iceahlo cranes 

rejllacc!l hy. new aml eflicicnt ones, und the sheds am] wharf generally put in 

proper repn1r. 

2iHI. The 0/Jiciating 'Collector's attention will lw immediately 11irected to 

the state of the GlJalJI, aml]JC will be inslruc!ctl to take measures for ]mviu,. 

the evil cmnplainctl of remedied, should this n?t have been done already. 0 

I lmve, &c., 

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG, 
Officiating Junior Secretary. 

I 
I 

I 
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OUT-PASS SYSTEM. 

No. 1067. 

FlW)I THE OFFICIATL_~G ,JUNIOR SECRETARY TO 'l'lm 

JWARD ov HEVE?WE 
To '1'. :M. ROBINSON, EsQ., 

Secretary to the Clwmbcr nJ Commerce. 

Df{lcd Fort William, tlw 19tlt Au[!usl, 185~ 

Cllslams, Sm,-It lms been lJrought to the notice of the BoarJt1 

E, CuanJE, Esq, Revenue by tlJC Officiating Collector of Customs, tlmt ahllf 

of tlw privilege allowed to Importers of landing their Goods direct at their O:t; 

Godowns, by means of out~passcs, is now ~Tstcmatically and nlmo~t univcrsnll,l 

practised. On tl1is subject the lloard llllxe already on several occasions been~ 
communication with the Clmrnber of Commerce, and measures lmvc ~~~~: 
suggested aml adopted with a Yicw to check this tendency to ahu~c with tl~: 
leaot possible inconvenience to tlw Commerce of the rort. Tho~e mcnsur~ 
seem l10wever not to lmve been attended with any useful result. 

2nU, "IV!mtever the abuses may have lwen fOrmerly," 

in his Report of tl1e 22m! ultimo-'' these have now reached 

"seems absolutely JICccssnry to check, I !Jnve been informed, hy Jlcrsons int 

"position to form a j11sL opinion on the subject, tlmt one-half if not thrcc-fourtl:; 

""of tlw Goods imJIOrted into Calcutta, nrc tnkcn direct from the sl1ips to th~ 
"l\1erehnnts' gollowns without payment of duty, tmd.are afterwards entc.icd,n~ 
"the duty 1mid at the convenience of tlw of tl1e Importers, Frorr .. 

"some cargo books l lmve examined with of testing the above OJiinion, 

"it would seem thnt tlw statement of even three-fourths would be no 

"ration, The ship 1Fin, Carr?J, of GBB tons, from I~iverpool, landed 

" w]JOle of lwr cargo of munnfacturc1l Goods, none of wl1ich came. to 

"House, w!Jile tlw only pass grnnted was for two tons of coalS." 

3rU. It is obvious that a sptem which leaves tllc Customs Authorities with· 

out tl1e only legitimate and dfec!ual means of enforcing payment of the Govern· 

. , tl Goods on which the dues arc levied, cannot be 
mont dues, ·vt::., control O\Cr Jc nllowed to continue, and it is desirable 

nlso on otlwr grounds that it should 

end t.o ; for besides the risk 

in no way to blame in matter. 

4th. As all other means lw.ve failed, the Collector has de!cnnincd, with the 

Board's sum:tion, to usc the ]lOWers witlt wl1ich tbe law has invested him for 

and after sufficient 

of Section VITI., Act No. 

In comm~nicating to you tl1is determination, I nm desired tho 

Board to eXJlrcss n lwi1c that the Chamber of Commerce will ll~C 

to secure the observance of the law, and thus obviate tl1c necessity of tlw 

enfon:cmcnt of the heavy penalty which it provides. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) A. R.. YOUNG, 
QUiciatiug funior Sccretar~. 

d 
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Fno)r TilE SECRETARY TO Tlm BENGAL CUAJ\ITIER or 

coi\Immcr 

To A. R.. YOUNG, EsQ., 

Oj}iciatiny Juuior Secrctar,IJ to 

Calcutta, lsl &ptcm~cr, 1853, 

S1n,-I am directed hy the Committee of the Bcngnl Chamber of e~ 
mcrcc to acknowledge the receipt of yom favor, No. J 067, of tlw 19th ulti1~· 
stating that in consequence of the abuse made hy Importers of Goods of tl 

out~pass srstcm, the Donrd of Revenue lmvc determined to authOrise tt 
Collector of Customs to pnt into strict cnfoiccmcnt tllC provisions of Sccf· 
YIII., Act No. XVI. of 1837. 

The Committee have only to remark tlnl! the remedy for any such 

abuses of the system in l1as always IH~cn in the power of tl1c 

House Autlwritics, tlmt if it be contcllljllatcd to !Jring all Gr1PdS to tl• 

Custom House 'Vharf, it becomes more tlmn C\'Cr indisjH.'nsnhle thnt jllOf' 

nccmnmodution in sheds, jetties, wharfs and cranes, should be provided fur 1~­
large and .valua!Jle trade of tho Port. 

The Committee furtlrer beg to bring to the notice of tlw Doard of Rcrc" 

tlmt with the increase of the Tr:ulc of the Port, then~ lms been no corrcspor1 

ing increase nmde in the Cnstmn 1:Touse Establisluncut, am! thnl with the 

sent number of hands employed in the Department, tho work cannot he i 
under the Hule proposed to he enforced, 

cumw! at ouee, hut will have to wait for days bd( 

xxvii 

Dcpnrtmcnt more cllicicnt, will be absolutely necessary for ·tire man[lgemont of 

the tmde of the J'orl. 

I mn, Sir, 

Your most ube1lient scrwmt, 

No. 3·1i. 

T. ;\I. RODJKSON, 
Secretary. 

Ji'rw~r nm OFF.l.CJATlNG COLLECTOR oF CUSTO~_;LCUTTA, 

'J'o THE SECHETAH y '1'0 'l'IIE CHAl\lBER Ol•' COl\I~~~~~~~TTA. 

be confiscated, 

2nd. I also beg you will inform the Chnmher that when Iuvoicr,s arc admit~ 

tud us proof of the \'alue or of the of Goods, it will be 

tlmt. the 
Officials for Goods. 

• three r1o chclans ~1re received nml in !]10 opi11ion of the Cm: would themselves admit 

mlltcc the Custom llow;c working hours should he extended to 5 o'clock,!: ohj1•ctions to tlllow the 
to 4 abont t.he Custmn House to soc t!Joir 

It c.auuo.t b:. but tlmt the system of granting ouf-]Jnsscs aml ot1 and 

.relaxahons m the C~s~.om House Rules, \vere made by tho Collector of Cu 
toms upon the com·Jchon that without such fitcilitics gil'en to tire 

tcrR of Goods, tlJCir Lnsiness could not lnwe bCcn got hy the 

of the Cnstom House aud inconvenience a convidion 11V' 

:he Cornmi.t:c.c can most confirm, nntl beg to urge ' the Doanl tb 
1
f tlJese facJhhcs nrc now to he witl1drawn at tlJC of the Ofli~ nndcrsto01l they arc at once complied with. This remark, of course, only 

ating Colle~tur .of' Customs, some change1 to render the whole Custolll Hou.~ npplies to tire Native Sin:ars, hut many IlouscH have no o!l1cr Ag.ents. 

and 

----~-----..!..-------·--
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4th, It would also facilitate business if :iUerch:mts would inform~" 
who tlJCir Custom Agents really arc. 

Under the JlWSCnt arrangements, I Uelicre one Native often hwcs his bu~ 
11css to be performed 1Jy another, JlOSsibly very ill-qunlificd. On 

lately, n Sircnr offered to sign an npplication on behalf of any 

slwuld name; and on :mother, fire different Sircars gave as many contrnUiclo~ 
applications for the same Goods, all fi;·c signing as autlwrizcd by the satnnc, 
House. 

Calcutta, Custom Ilouse, } 
'1'/w 30t!t August, 1853. 

I hai'C the honor, &c., 

S. DOWniNG, 
Cul!r:clor qf Customs. 

Fnmr TIIE SECRETARY TO THE BENGAL CITA:l\IllER OP 

COi\U\lERC~ · 

To S. llO\VRING, Esq., 

Officiating Collector of Customs. • 

Calcutla, Bllt Sr~ptembcr, 1853. 

Sm,-I tun directed by the Committee of the Dengal Chamber of 

mcrce to nckuowlcdgc the receipt of uf the 30th ultimo, 
to tl1c Chamber tlmt, "on and 

" Section Vlil., Act XVI. 

"be confiscated." 

The Committee lJCg to rcmmk that, under tlw enforcemrut of this rule, very 
great iuconvenicnce aud delay may ari~c to 1\lcrchants, and 

~ion at){[ extortion be cxcrcisctlnpon tl10 boatmen l1y the Custom 

on tlw lliver, inasmuch as it will be practically impossible to decicle what will 
lJe the tracl1 described in the lwat-nutcs, from 

ercry Ghaut on its bank, under every 

nnd tide. The Committee can foresee, in operation of the rule in question, 

a most fruitful Rourcc of disputes, and conlliding ussertions between the lwat· 

men and the Custom House Officers, and would suggest, tl1at the of 

Gol'crmncnt would he erjually as well attained, and much iucmwcnicuce to 

] am, &c., 

(Signed) T. l\L ROBIXSON, 
Sccrctm;IJ. 

No. 1138. 

Fno~r '!'liE OFFICIATING JUNJOH SECTIETJ\l~.Y To TJm 

DOARD w REVENUE, 

To T. J\L HOBIKSON, EsQ., 

.'3cr:rctm:IJ to tl11! Bengal Chmnbcr (!f Commerce. 

Fort Willi(/m, the :Jtlt September, 1S;J:J, 

Cu.</0"!-'· Sm,-'iVith reference to yonr lcl!cr ()f the ht instant, 

K Cu1mn:, Esq, I mn directed to state that it is not cou!cmplated lJy thP 

Board of Ucvcnuc !o aholi~h the out-pnss ~ystem, a mcnsnrc W\Iiclr, a.~ justly 

. ·L,Li2~~~·.•••••••••------------• 



obscr\'ed by tlw Chnmher, would require an increase to t!Jc acronunotlatit~l 
now nvailnhle for the trade; hut merely to pre1·ellt the nbuse of tho! 

~rstem which the Collector reports hns hceomc nlmost uninr~nl. 
All that is required of Importer~ desirous of pas~ing Gootls 

to the existing system is, that tltey sl10uld make cnttT of their 

and the out-pass before rcmoring tlwm from !lH~ shill, im:tead of tnki11g 

them out of the ship, mulcr boat-notes for the Custom House \Yharl~ and carry-

I have, &e., 

(Signed) A. R YOUNG, 
Ofjiciafillff Junior ,'-)'n:rdar!J. 

FJW)I TilE SECBETARY •ro 'l'lll' BE.i.\'GAJ.~ CJJA;\'lBER OF 

Cl_Ol.l.i\l.EHCI\, 

'l'o .A. R. YOUNG-, Esq., 

Qfjiciu.lill!] .Junior SccN:tw:IJ to flic Board q{ li'crcnur. 

Calcutto, J Gtli S1'}Jiembcr, 1853. 

Sm,-1 am dircdcd by the Committc~c of the ]3eng:d CJ 1~mber of Corn· 

merec. the receipt of your leiter, No. ll:JS,. of the lith in~tant, 
for the eXJllanation it contains of the intentions of 

of Hc\'cnuc with rcgmd to the system, to 11']tid1 the. Com· 
millf'O hare no objection.~ to nrge, tltut the CuotOm Hom:~ 
Establishment is rendered ellieicnt f(Jr 

The 
of }'Ot!r letter nuder ncknowlcdg:nwnt sl!tlt'~, tlmt it. iR not 

the out-}JaS~ system "hut men•ly to prc1·cnt.tlw ahuo~ 
" of that sp;tcm whid1 tho 0/licinting Collector of Cnstonm reports has bccol!l~ 
"almost uniYcrsal." 

:xxxi 

The Commillce J'ePl called ml to rPspeetfully 

scnoc thr OJlicinting Coller( or of Cu~toms makes 

the Comtncn~ial Cmnmnnity generally. 

to be informed in ,,·hnt 

S\\'CPpiug cilluge against 

]_am, &c., 

(Signed) '1'. :i\L ROBINSON, 
Scudory. 

No. 3D8. 

Fttmr 'l'Im OFFICIATING COLT.ECTOR ov CUSTO~~~ .. CUTT.A, 

the Sircars of this O!licr 

mcnt, 

hills arc oftcu vrcscntctl after necmmts to which 

and that. thc~rm is snhjccled to incon\'eni.rncr or loss 

mmlc nftcr so long delay; I lJcg to lor t.l1c . 

her, t.hat snell dill'crences might lw if the J\lerclmnt. 1\'0Uld 1.n all cas(·s, 

when hills nrc presented from this o!lice, note tlJC date of prcocntah~n on tlw 

hack of sucl1 account. 
I trnsL the Chamber will sec no in recommcmling such a note to he 

made hy ull houses on tho buck of the Honse bills,:~~- :·:~:tt.t it ~;:~lll(~ct;:: 
m1r.c seen, whctlwr the bill~ lmvc bet•n duly 

Chamber he willing to mlopt my 1 

lHlck. 

1 hnl'c, &c., 

(Signed) 8. DO"\VlliNG, 

QOir:iafiny Collector 11' Customs. 

1 
I 
\ 
'I ,, 
' 
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Fnmt ·rmc SECUE'l'AHY TO TilE CIIA?IlllER OF CO:i\Il\lERCg, 

To S. TIOWHI!\G, EsQ., 

Q!liciating Cullrctor of Customs. 

I am, &c., • 

(Signed) '1' .. i\'L ROBIKSON, 
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DRAFT P 0 S T ACT. 

No. lOiO. 

Fno)r THE OFFICIATING UNDBH.-SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

To THE SECRETAHY 'l'O Tmc CHAMBER OF COIIiiYJ:ERCE. 

Dated Fort William, t!te 25tlt jJfay, 1853. 

Get/era/. Sm,-1 am directed hy the Most Noble the Governor of .Bengal 
to forwanl to you herewith a CollY ~f a Draft Act "for the l\Tan­

agcment of tllC l'ost Office anti for tllC Jh•gulation of the Duties of Postage," 

for any observations or suggcstil'ns on its. provisions which the Chamber of 

Commerce may have to oll'er. 
I lmve the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Scn•ant, 

(Signe(l) W. GOl~DON YOUNG, 
Ojj'g. Uuder-Scey., to the Govt. of Bengal. 

FRO)l TnE SECRETARY TO nm BENGAL CIIAJHBER o:F 
COJ.\11\:IERCE, 

To W. GORDON YOUNG, EsQ., 
Qff'g. Under- Sccy., to the G011t. of Bengal. 

Caleulla, June 3rd, 1853, 

Sm,-I urn dircctetl by the Committee of the Bengal Cl1amber of Commerce 
to receipt of your fa\'Or of the 25th ultimo, and to thank you 

for the the :i'l'lost Noble the Gm'crnor of Bengal in sending for 

the pemsal of the Committee the " Draft Act for t.he Mnnugement of the Post. 

0/ll.ce and for the Regulations of the Duties of Postage.'' 
The Drnft Act is in circulation among the 1\"lembcrs of tl~e Committee, and 

as soon as returned with their annotations, shall be forward to your Office. 

lam, Sir, 
Your Jnost obedient Servant, 

(Signed) '1'. M. ROBINSON, 
Secretary. 

1. 
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To W. GORDON YOUNG, E~Qr.;nm, 

O.fJ[J. Uuder~/)'n:.IJ., to t1w Go1:l. nf llcngul. 

Calr:uffa, 20th Jii(IJ, 1853. 

Sm,~"\Yith reference to yom ldter of ::\lay 20th, I now have the hon0 

to sulmut ~~ yon .:or the eon.sideration of the :i\IMt. :1\~oble the Goremv: 

nwree the f~:~01~1:~~~~;:~:~:at~::~:l:~Hl snggesti~~~~. 0,~ ;:~:~ ~~~mmbrr .of Com. 

. and for the regulation Duties of l~ostn<'e, 

l S('(::ions If. aml Il !.--:-By these Sections the cxclnsi1·; ~icrht of 

ettrrs lS Ycsted iu the E. I. Company, >vith certain " 

Clause No. 2, of Section II., 
by fricml on his 

4, 

• 

letter of the same weight, all(\ the Chamber is strongly of opinion thnt II similar 

penalty hrre would he fonntl far more cflicient in n~prcssing the 

o{fencc in than the heal')' fine it now to lay. 
81:c/ion additional l"ostage to lel'icd under tl1is Section 

on Ship letters, (not linhle to British J~acket l~ostage) is olljcc.tionahlc, bcciliiSC: 

it i~ a l1eal·y clmrgP in addition to In lam\ Postage. No rcmun~rntion out of 

tl1c trrx is allowed to the private Ship~owncr, alHl in tlmt respect it would he 

hnt. fair .to nssimillltC Govcrnmcut owned Sailing nml Steam Vessels. The 

Ch(l]n]H'r submits that tlw exlrn chargo shouM be confined to tlH~ one amm 

to be allowed to the Cemnumders of V esoch so letters, and 

Jlis reconmwlHhtion of that In the 

" eonviclcd of refusing, or mmeccssarily 

fumish l'ostagc Stamp~.'' 

Venders, 

excuse to 

The Chamber is of opinion, tl1nt it should be made 

Venders at ul! time~ to kcrp up a sn!llcicnt stock of Stamps, 

el'cnt of there being none available, letters must 

to the tux of double Posh1ge, us 

in tho 

Sucl1 compulsion is the more us l1r Section XXXVI. of the Act 

in Coum:il " to direct thnt all or 

:my letter~, vackets, or jlitrcels, shall not he forwarded hy rust. unless the 

l'oslagc thereof shall he prc-paicl, by means or Stamps, or to 
prc~pnid sud1 

higher rates of Postage thun would otherwise be 1myahlc as from time to 

time be deemed C);pedicn!." 
The Ch:unber tllCrefore would some mmlirication of this Sedion, so as 

to vrotect tlw vuhlic from n tax 

sllpply of whicll it c:m llave no t:ontwl. 

The Charnl1cr docs not ohsen·e 

cstnl11ishmcnt of a ~r~tctn of J"ost 

from a >rant of Stamp~, OI'CT tl1e 

mention in the proposed Act of ~he 



The foregoing nrc the princi1ml points that seem to call for revision, but 

before _cl_o~ing, this commpnication, I mn (lesircd to express most respectfully 

,the opnnon ol the Chamller, that the penalties for a hrcnch of tl1c 

the contemplated .Act, ajlpcar in many instances to be 

excessive severity. 

The rates of l>ostngc proposed to be lmicd arc w moderate that to a CGr· 

extent, the tcmJlfation to cYade the law is lc~scnc<l, nml with tnoro 

. ]Jcnnlties tlterc would. be n chance of their being successfully 

lcvlcd, aml the eXJlosure of the the extortion of sulmrdinate agent~ 
more particularly in the Mofussil, would be diminished. 

I nm, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) T. III. ROBINSON, 

DRAFT ADMINISTRATOR GEIIERAL'S 

To G. A. C. PLOWDEN, EsQ., 

Of!ieiatin[f Sccrchn?J to the Gorcrmncnt 9.( India, 

Jiomc Dr:purtmcnt. 

Sm,-Tlte publication of the <lraft of" an Act to amend the law rclatin,. to 

the office am] duties of Administrator Gcncrul," nlrords nn OjljJOrtunity ~~ ull 

protesting against the lllOllOJJoly now vested in 
and I am instruetcd hy the Chamber of Co'm· 

nwrce, through its Committee, to suhmit 

:Most Noble the Governor General in 
rally 

of law mfldc in 18119, 

b . rights long rccognit.cr\ 

time when tlw enormous and infamous een mtrorlt~eed unsensonubly, at a 

inWstatc and othc st t 1 l b oJ the official guardian of 
r c. a es ta< rought numbers to penury and misery, wllilc 

~-------
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no cmnplaints were heard as to the general mauagcmcnt of interests cntmstcd 

0 pri\'nlc Executors aml Administrators. 

The object of Government in the change wns, no donbt, tlJC sup~:oscd greater ·• 

security of c~tntc but it is conten~lcd with truth tlutt 1ls only real 

c!fect was the ami unjust monopoly for the benefit 

that which they were already in 

Prior to the Act of 1849, the Hcgistrar of the Supreme Court 

exercised the srunc functions as the Administrator General of the 

difiCrcnce lJCing tltat the former was the o!licer of that in 

of w]tich the appointment was vcstetl) while the present ofliccr is 

the scrrant of Govennncnt aml appointcrl hy it. 

All teslntors who conceived thnt greater safety was secured by a Jlllblic 

. i:athcr tlmn a priyatc manager of their pro]lcrty, Wl'rC then entitled to avail 

themseh•cs of tho Hegistrar's services ; but, at the same time, if they prcfer­

rcrl those of friends in whom they had confidence, antl in tltc great 

majority of instances such the case 

they made their wills accordingly, anrl in the full 

that their rcvrescntative~ would receive. 

the change in"thc law, 

of the remuneration 

l'rior to the Act of 18 119 n commission on the assets of estates was tl~c 

right of tho public 0/licer and of pri1•ntc executors, &c. That Act 

the right ott the Jlllblic o!liccr alone, peremptorily excluding prirate 

executors from any such remuneration whatever. The right of testators to 

make was, inrlecd, recognized, hut a statutmy declnratinn of tl1at 

executors, &c., is the gronnd of .the llb.ovc exclusion ; but, it must be re­

membered, thnt so~ial relations in India vary, in many re~pccts \1·irlcly, from 

those of tlw United Kingdom, There a man might be Ct1llcrl on once or 

twice in a lifetime to act as executor as :t matter of private fricndsltip. In 

what they deem a 

behind them invested 

The 

on the spot 

amount of property necessitates the a}J}Jointtnen! of local executors or adminis- , 

trators, am\ in the members of agency firms aml other indivirluals 

are cotistantly on to act in those capacities as a mere mutter of business. 

The Chamber cannot conceive valid reason why the dillicult amlrcSjlOll-

sible management of the estates should be exclmlctl from 
its dcservc<l recompcncc more than any of agl'ucy. 

~---.....:.~,1--------!i:~?-iiiiliifi:"~L 
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I ,;., f1nthe.· ;,"tnntcd to "'"'"'k tlmt m·e.1 if tli"t ""'1'""'"""" '""]'>I]. I 
~~d hv will it would not reach ndministrnlors actiug under cxccuton;; thati; [ 

•. the c~oc of lnsoln;ut estates, and nwrc cspecia!ly of cslflles where the JmQ
11
! 

beneficially ir;tcrcstcd me minors, exists no means of sccmir1g n t1irrcrr.1. 

neration hy consent of thos(• ; tl1al testators and administrators 11i~ 
continue to n]lpoint those in wlwm tl1ey have confldcnce, and who nrc intcrco[.:~ 
in the welfare of their fnmilies, in pref"cn;rwc to a public olnccr of whom tl1r.\ 

ki1ow uothing; tiHil such nominees will continue to act, and that the Ia~, 
as in such circumstances will crcr be tlw case, will he, ami 
n·n'dcd, 

The Chamber of Cornmrrcc solicits but 

reconsideration by the 1\fost Noble the Genera] iu 

lmnlships of the prrscnt law as uow set forth, and prays the repeal of 

of the Act of 18-19 as depriyerJ indi1'iduals of rights an:l 

A copy of a jl~titiun, 

gulation of 18--Hl, hy lll!nJerous firms am] individufll parties, 
.cd to my present COJlllntmication. 

\Yith reference to the Act to mneni! the Ifill" relating to the oiHce 

of Administrator General, now under the consideration of llis 

Council, the Chamber desires to ma!.e the fol!oi1·ing remarks OJJ some 
}Jrorisious. 

Sections 7 and 8 state the security to he given hy tlw AdJniui~trutor 
nnd llis two sureties, The amount is moderate, nnd tin: Chamber, 

cogni:-:ing its moderation, solicits the interference of the Go1·ermneut 

the scct!rity required from pt·ivate Administrators on a liJOre equitable 
At Administrators 

of the assets of each ~state administered by them. 'file 
Chamber is of opinion tlmt a security ~f)ll!ll to a moderat~ per ccntagc on such 

C&timutcd values woulcl be ample protection to the estates, if j 1 ~decd it might 
not he nltogNlwr done 

from tl1e rigl1t of taking out lcttC'rs of admi11is· 
tratiun, or letters, (/rl colfi[JCiida bona, by gi1'i!1g a to till' Ad minis· 

trntor General over tiJetn. In insolrent f'Siafcs thi8 felt to be l1ard· 

it the benefit of tlwir betler lmul\"lcdgc 

. tl1nt this exclusion he omitted, anti tho lnw 
pnortoltHO. 

-- -~--------· ·~ --~--·-- ··-----

the Administrator . shnlluoL have had notice 
estate of whose ilebts or cl:nms 

OJ" ddivcry." "O lCT safe-"\Hlf(] to the lJUbJic officer, ilrovided thflt 

he a \"CIY !:t!nder; to ~Jril'ate executors ami adlniuist:mlors. As 

its benefits were ]· · IJrotection is purtifll, and consequently UnJUSt to those the clause now stams, 

c'5.cludell. . . t Administrators General hy a commission 

~ection 22 I1 f0t~::~~;if~t~:~~;.e:,~:::;:, ~owevcr, are, in the ense of the Adminis-of hve 
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templateU, hy snbseqncnt ~ections are to be met out of estates' assets, it is difficult 
to see for what r.xpcuscs under the preposed Act the East India 

he lia!J]e, and the tax of tiro Jler cent, must therefore be mc1mt 
}Jonsibility alone, 

Tlmt reSJlOnsibility is however, nowlwre defined : and the 

ly of opinion to be taken in the way of guarantee to the 
ngninst nny }Jossible 

Section 

stance is unnecessary, as 

VII. of 1849. 

urged in my present communication, Lut 
British subjects have always held to Lc 

of English law, and which in the present in­
formed one of the provisions of Act 

Section 31 directs tl1e payment hy the Administrator GeJlCra] into tl1e E. I. 
Company's Treasuries of their reSjJCctive Presidencies on 31st December am\ 

·30th ,June, whiclterer shall first Imp pen after the expir~tion of one year from the 

of any letters of administration under the Act, Similar 

ou every subse(jUent 31st December and 30th 

Under this enactment estate funds would remain in the hands of Administrn­
, tors General for periods 

The Chamber considers to those officers, anti 

modification und enlargement of the provisions of 

estate funds collected by the AduJinistrators General shoultl 

Section 35 lmrdcns estate.~ with all costs and 

lisl1ing scltednles, and of erery reference and 
for by Sections 33 and 34. 

of six months 

of preparing and pub­
Auditor~ as prodded 

The ~h~mber is of opinion that these charges ougltt clearly to he JJOrne either 

lJy Admuustrntors General the Gorernment out of their respective pro-
portions of the on the estate. 

Sections 3G and 37 direct the course to he followed against the Administrators 

Gcnern.\ should the Auditors sec reason to believe that the former officers lHwc 

::di 

juri~dictions 

llritdt India. nJ itn rovcmenl in the law were 

It woultl be a gwf Ad:inistration in the 

:Probate or :Lctt~r~ 0
10 ;leal with whatever might 

l.t), ve'lmtious tlcby and 
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vrorcd to J1c ~n!li~icnt, atnl must at the least fumi~h as much ag:tiw;! 

miccondllc! as the prm·ision~ in that behalf contltitwd iu the Act in 

r~opcd uf the Atlmini~trator; all! I tltnt, while the security agninst 

misrolltluct is ~amc, the consequences of such mi~t·omlud ean 11evcr prove 

That, hy t!JC existing hw of the Presidency of lkngr.l, the righl to a <·om~ 
lt1ission on all nsscts rcalir.ell, is incident to the oflke of a persmml r!'pre~enta~ 
til"e; tlmt sudt commission has for a lung ~cries of been unil"ormly 

and allowed iu ndminislrntion nceotmts; and no complaint or 

has ever yet been made ngain$t the present state of the law in tlwt · 

in Jkngal, the Court of Chancery in Eughmtl has rccog·· 
varly 

!~ave assets 
of the rresidcncy, ami that. in~tauce~ also 

dying iu Great Brihtin, who have at one tim<:: heru 
within tlw li1nits of the I're~idcncy, aml ilutt iu sueh cases uo motives l:an exi~t 
whidt woultl imlnce residents l1cre to undertake the ollice of Executor or 

Atlministrator without remuneration. 
That in point of fact the tlutics of vrivahl .Administrator lmvc for a long 

wl10 have 

fooling of 
jlcriml been tlischarge1l 

the oflicc 11~ 
a reasonable remuneration for their labours ami acceJlb\lJCC of 

rcsponsihilit.y. 
That the 8th Clause of the abovementioned Act provitles, tluti 

no person otlwr tho.n the Administrator·Gencrnl he entitled to charge any 

connni~sion or ngcncy ns ]~xccutor of any wilr of which probate slm\l haw~ hcctt 

granted in tl1c sailil'rc~ideney 1tfter the of t\IC Act, or as Administra-

tor of nuy ell~cts whereof a1lministration shall 

l!rcsi1lcncy after the passing of the Ad. 
'.!'lull. the prest!\11. state of the law aud of ]lt"nctice as to pri,·nt.e adminht.rations, 

!wing 11S above state1l_, the Ilfuctit:al cll'ccl of t.lw ~uitl dausc will, us your 
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l\Icmorialists humbly submit, be to ill'slroy I]Jc power wl1ich British subjects 
Jm\'C of now insuring, tlmt their prOJICtty slm.ll after their dccensc be administer­

ed to l1y persons of their own selection, inasmucl1 as tlJC ofiicc of Exet!utor uill, 
for tlJC future, be one which jlth'nte individuals cannot be expected to accc]Jt. 

That t!Jc so.id clause will still more cfi'cctually prevent tl1c personal rcprcsentn-
ti1•cs of parties dying in Great Britnin, nnd leaving funded or other }lTO}JCrty 

witl1in the Presidency of Bengal, from jii"Ocuring ]JCrsons resident in that !>resi­

dency to tnkc out on their bchnlf letters of Administmtion to such jlrOJlcrty; 

and that there nrc cases in which tlm proposed Acl. docs not confer on the 
Administrator-General any power to nz1ply for grnnts of aclmiuistration. 

'l11nt the said clause will bring the estate of almost every testator nnd intes­
tate within tl1e !>residency, under ilJC administration of tliC Jlllblic ofiicer, and 

will do so by crcnting a violent clmngc in a long-establislJCd luw, and gi1•ing this 

officer, working under a compnrntivcly new. and untried system, an unjust 

monopoly. of that remuneration for labour which }Jrivntc Executors and Aclmiuis­

tors ha,·e, with9ut complaint or objection to their so doing, for a long series of 
years CJtioyed. 

That your l\femorialisl.$ beg most respectfully !o call' the attention of Your 

Lordship in Council to the foregoing statements,' nntl to tim expediency of 
substituting in place of· the 8tl1 Clause of the said ]Jropose!l Act, some enJU:t­

ment WlJieh sl~allnot totally deprive prh~tlc Executors ami Administrators or 

tlmt commission wl1ich tl1e law l1as so long authorized them to receive, Ami 
your Memorialists ns in duty bound will ever prny. -NATIVE INSOLVENTS, 

To JOHN COCHRANE, EsQ., 

Offtcial Assignee. 

Calcutta, 2it!t July, 1853. 

Sm,-I nm directed by tl1e Committee of tl1c Bengal Chamber of Cominercc, 
to bog thot yoo '"11 do thom tho i.,,. of ollowiog o Statomoot to ho ""' ,u; mo 

for tl1cir informntion of the names of nil N"ati,·e Insolvents wl10se cstate~)liwe 
passed througlt your lJanrls during the last fh·e years, sl1owing 

TIJC amount of the Liabilities, •.•. , Totnls. 

The amount of the A~t'lCts, ., .. , . ••• Totals, 

The iliJlount of tl1e Dividends paid, 'l'otnls, 

...... 
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our Oflice, l slmll be equally 
· too much lahor 011 Y t the men-If this will be imposmg 1 mnc one from mine to cxtrac 

obliged if you will allow ~~ t~ scm s 

tionctl Statistics from your oo s. I am, &c., 

T. J\1. ROBINSON, 
(Signed) Sccrclm1t· 

No. 4759. 

'fo '1'. M. ROBINS~r::7~ to tlt~ ClwmlJC1• qf' Commerce. ' 

Calcutta, 29ilt JTII!J, 1853. 

• information regarding the mnltcrs 
Sm,-Yon arc quite welcome ~o n~yt!Jis month. I cannot funJish you 

nllucled to in your l.eltcr of the .:c';:;c~oos to August, 18<18, bcc:mse llcforc 
• 11 tJ informnhon you rcqm d . 0/licc. 

;;,~:· t:mo ::Pi" of tho &hoau1" wow ~ot :~,,:,~o::; of 18 P" Cou t., oou thot 

. 'r boliovo thot ouly "'.' Noti~;:" p::~ ;1ouuotim" hoiug mo<lo from. hi• P~Y· 
h" "i"n from hi• h.'l<lmg "" ovo;";,:~toooo poy nothing:, If you :•·<11 "'~:;o: 
'l'hc Native Estates m nenrly y : t him in }Jrocuring the mform 

. C!Crk over I will direct tlJC Office to nssJS 

you want. 

I run, &c.,. 

JOliN COCIIR.AN~O, 
(Sig.ncd) Officittl Assiguee. 

:~ 
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1, fi, I CAlCUTT A CANALS. " RY ,.

0 
Tm: GOVERNMJCN'£ 

0
,.. llJCNGAL, ~ fJ~' F><o>< Tnn SECRlcPA ~; ~·; To CECIL llEADON, EsQ., . . 

J '' Soo;;tucy to tho Go"'''""""" qf lJouyal. T J P. GRANT, JM., . .r I.>dio Ilomo Dopactn""t. 

'
. \j o . Scc>·olm7t to "" Gnwnmont OJ ' ' 11, Culoollu, 1711< Augu.,, 1853. A ·1 18~3 

.. n JJnt,zl·<a·t I Vi/Uum, "" 5tl< 1'" ' o • 

~ !· ( Sm,-I nm directed hy the CommiHcc of the Bm1grtl Clmmbcr of Com. 

~ f:( '""'" to req""' tho f"" of yo"' i"f"mhtg thorn if '"Y ""'" h"''' b.,,. . . I tho Mo.t Nuhlo tho Go""'" of 

i I!'*/! I '"'""! by Go"'""""' f" tho "l'"i' '"d impro""''"' of tho C"l'"tt' c,,oJ,. Sm,-I ""'. '1;::':;.~ u;sidumtimt mu1 on!ooo of tho Go""'"' ~~ j/(1 Sho,.1d '"'h bu tho "" tho Cmmnittou will f"'thuc bo ext.,moly ohligud by •~""'· llu"g"l to "'"""1 Go,.om1 ;, Com>Oil, eopi" of tho l·t~.l!i ~-···-···~-- .. ·--~·-· -····-·--·--~ ·--·-···-:::: f " tho htfO<mutiu" of tho Chomhuc of Cmmn'"''· b~'"'';,~:r,~; Sooreloey ""~"' or. R"'"''"' llw '"hjud of ""l''""'g tho ~ , 

1 f~~~ I mn, Si<, ""~;;;:";,i:::~;:~:,;u~~~hN~j,;,';t',i>tto, No. 1;0, ~f tl:u two Cmmlo ~::·~~:~~ ~ Wi1 y .... ,,, ""'"''"' .,,.,,t, ";,,~1.w,•·::::::~·,·:,, ·'"''·~"'·~,ro. '"· ,,, n,, , c."""' "''h 
! [~J (Sign;d) T. M. ROlliNSON, i:~~;n~(;;~, ':;::~J ~~!';..,;;.~: ,into, No. deo;mu~; 

1
m<l long hou" known ond 

li' jl Soo,·ola<g. ";:~,. ditto, ''"'"' 2·Hh!,•:;;;."i,'~r;,~,J: udm;ttud !hot ''"" Cmml•, bot more ~fC'!.,~··, No. 718 112a<,witt•E"cl"""'~ ·,tin Cnl'""' oo tho· Nooth (~llud tho Ci~«loo ~"~ 
, "P"i"lly tho onu •k•,. g, ui"' iom1oq•mto to tho. ""''"'0"' ontl ""~'"'"'• :t Fno>r Tml ll:NDF..R-SECRETAUY To nm GOVERN~:F..~~NGAL, Jl,\li,g1mt"' C~«ol) '""

1 
1 ""ing throogh thorn. And in """qnun~u.of" l~:l•ti l'o 1'. M. UOBJi'ISON, EsQ., ""'""'of tmlltu ""'~::~.;,;' hoing t~odo by ~h. Myttoo whun Com<m""'""' t.·~~,·J:I, Soo,tacy to tlw Bon_qul Clwmb" qf Com"'""· "1'"""1"1"'" 0 " tho 1imnuu '"" odlud "' fm "llupoot. · 

f· >,i:JH I of Daou•, tlto ll"'nl of . 1852 to uth" with Uupoo" from tho Col-lt,.tl·.:fll Da<od, Fm·t r-muam, tlw 29ti< qf Any""• 1863. 3. This w"' •ubmitto<~ "'0~,:;,io<>o,'of ~" o;,;,;
0
,, l<> tho., J!upo<t• it 

tjiDI """'"· Sm,-Iu reply toY"" uummuniuotiou of tho 17th ''"t'"'• Jootm of C•lootl~ nu<l tho C """' ;b,tmutiono to'""'""' '""""'"1 hy tho l''lvj! jf.l I om <lil,;,tud by tho MO>t Nohlo tlto Gown" of Jlungol to "'"' smtO<l thot tho "'"1 " . ,;;, oWonlml, m«l more "l'"i'lly hy tho loudmg .!;,.·.· .. ' .
1

i,, i ! nl I . I N G f tlw "''"'" of 1'·' s '6 't ""'mud 
. omo. t "oouomponymg oopy of o '""• 'o. 280, mid""'"' to tho """' htod"J'""Y o . 

1 
tho C•nol. Tho'"" !'""din 1 o '.' ""' ' ll.~ib n<mtt of Indio, Homo D'1'"""'"''• from thi, oflloo, ond dotou tho o<h April '"'" , 0 Joru1mg of boo<• n h\u limo f, l"'""'g throogh, '" ~!;;~!!~ la.t, rolutim to tho imprommmtt of tho Cruuntto c,,.,,,, on<! lo ·""'' f" tlto ollowod oil b?"'' ;, mlditim: t~o: ::::"';

00 
n•mnd• of h""''": Tho~"' !'~J.;,H~.· info<mution of tlw Clmmh" of Comma,, tJ,t tho s,1,.,n, G,ummont Jmo 00,.,;, in tho Cmtru two •1;)~00 ,..,,[boot w" ,tit!"\ lo ."lop m tho Cm:•' 'f "00

nlud ;,, "''"''"' to tho .ubomo thuroi<> propu.od, '"bjuot to tho oO<<finno- tho Collout"' "'"'"'""1 " -, lo , whuroos ito C••go o""ld bo '""'Y )f:~~ ti'" of tho Ildn'blo tho Co"'t of Diroutorn, to wltom tho n'"tt" h"' '""' •nd blook "P 1\w <horonghf,re fo< 40 ' y ' 

l,'i)otll "fwO<!. uioo!t"'gud in fi" "•ix. 1 f im ;ro,i<>g tho ,,;g,tion of tho Cmtol, tho 0ji~ 2. I om <l"irod to odd tlmt ""Aut '"'It , ;, """""' to ;, ''" ''"' p•m- 4. A• to tho b"t ':'':·~:,;,~, oi l<ogi«ouo' om,, might hu lok"'.' bot ,, 
;it,p gmph of tho lou., i« <J<<ostio«, '"' boon !'"""' hy tho J"'""''"'""•"' Aut No. Boon\ "qu,tud tlmt th I run\ ""''"' roliuf," thoy '"ml"''" tho .P""'"'g of f l~l~l X. of 1853. "" n "'"'"'" of tompnm•y 1 ti«mwh with""' duloy, oh'"'ntg, nt tho li L~~ I ito" tlw ""''"' lu Ito, Hi,, """'' mlo fo. oumpulli"g boo~ 1~ 1\";' whoth:, '"'h ,. l!olo ouold bo o«foreod 1,,1. 'w Yo, most ohodiunt '""'"'• "'"'" timu, thot thuy '"" "" " • . Ni w. "'"""' '"We. I •IIi -.._ .. ,,,~-<"-'· I ~l I 
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Grns8 

Colrcctiuns 
L':rprnse 

;Yet 

18,16-47 
1,95,374 

CollcctioJis, 

1847-':18 1,72,350 
27,822 1,G7,fl;i2 

18'18-4!) 
1,7G,G54 

27,0'11 1,4J),309 
18-'19-.'JO 

1,82,989 
.'31,119 1,45,535 

lB.:J0-51 21,167 1,61,222 
1851-52 

Xlix 

willingly pay the small snm dem::mdn.ble us dcmurrnge 

the ~Military Board in 

areas follows:-
9. 'l'hc rcwedies of an 

concurrence with tl!C ODicers 
lsi.-The fonnatiun of a new Canal skirting the town and adjoining two 

lJcnlls in the present Caual between which the greatest cromling occurs. 

to boats. 
3nl.-The constant employment of a Uredging boat where>'er most requiretl 

in the Canal. 
10. '.l'he cost of the plun is estimated ai something under three 

lacs of HUJlCCS; antl the Board that l\fr, Hose be pcrmittetl 

to draw llJl detailed Plans and Estimates for to GoYenunent. They 

consider tlmt even jf the plan were to cost fonr lacs it woultl be money wcli 
. ~pent. to deepen 'folly's Nnllah, anti prol'ide it with 

a tow-vath at an cost of Ru]Jees 50,000. For this work also they 

recommenl1 that detailed Estimates slwuld he Jlrepared. · 
11. On the of tl!C large net Revenue which, us the Board of 

Revenue and the of Calcutta remark, accrues from. tl1is Cannl, 1\-lr, 

Rose urges, that us after llaying for repairs, charges of collection tllllPe\·ery 

otl1cr cxpense1 the Balliaghatta Canal brings into Government a 

profit of at least 1,20,000 a year, "the surplus collections of 

" years woulil more cover the outlay on the }Jl'O}lOSetl improvements, 

.g interest." 
'l'hc llourtl of Revenue and :i\lr, Rose l1ave discussCJ the of 

through 
far more likely to 



paid fur exceeding such time. 

To \V. GORDON YOliKG, Esq., 

Under- f:>Ccrctary to t!IC Gm:cnmumt r:f' Bcn!Jrtl. 

Calcutta, 23rd Scptcmf>cr, 1853. 

of the Bengal Clmmher of Commerce 
of your letter, Ko. 718, of the 29th 

of Corre~vondence relative to the 'contemplated im]Jrovcments in 
Canals, whicl1 have received the sanctiou of the 

the Committee that an Aet (No. X. of 

fOr the better management of t)w Canals. 
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