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BENGAL CH.-\J\’IB]ﬁ?‘O’F "COMMERCE.

HALF-YEARLY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEL.

Novemsrr, 1853,

Your Committee, in presenting to you their first Half-
yearly Report since the revival of the Chamber in the
month of May, of the current year, first request your

 attention to the detail of the various steps which led to the

re-organization of the Chamber, as shown in the following
Abstract Reports of the proceedings of the several meetings
then held. ..

At a meeting of the Members of the Caleutta Chamber
of Commerce, held on the 28th March, W. W. Kettlewell,
Tisq., in the chair, it was resolved, after some discussion—

That a Committee, composed of the following gentlemen,

Jas. J. Mackenzie, Esq.,

Davip Cowrn, Lisq.,  *

W. W. KerrLeweLy, Esq.,

D. Mackmsnay, Esa.,
be appointed to report upon the condition of the Chamber,
financial and otherwise, and be requested to take into
their consideration the best means for placing it on an.
efficient footing, and that a public meeting be called by
advertisement for the purpose of considering their Reports
and suggestions.
The Mceting then broke up.
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The Special Committee so appointed met on the 28“1. ']

April, and prepared and issued the following Report to
the Commercial body :— '

Lepor of dhe Special Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree,

IMaving been named a Special Committce by the Chamber for the

Haviug been | Ppurpose
of inquiring into its position, ]

financial and otherwise, and of reporting 1o i
sth suggestions. as might oco ith a vi o o
h g night occur (o us, with a view of placing it on 2 more
e ing, w v v .
cient footing, we have now to lay before you the result of our investigations

)y . . - i

Ist. s to its Financial Position.—The Ch

amber when originally st
tuted i 1834, consi renty-ni o et
, consisted of seventy-nine members, who each paid an entrance

fee of Rs. 100, and a monthly subscription of Rs. 12, and in June, 1834, it
had invested in Government Securities Rs, |
eredit in the Union Bank of Rs. 1,131
Tn October, 1834, the monthly subscription was reduced fo s, 10, and in
September, 1837, to Rs. 8, for cach member. Tn August,

6,000, exclusive of a balance at its
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400 ; to 850, in July, 1848, to 300, in Augnst, 1848, and to 200, in Sep-

tember, 1850, being the amount which your late Secretary received up to the

time of his death.
The rent paid originally by the Chamber to the Bonded Warehouse, was

Rs. 200 a month, which was reduced to 100, in November, 1847, and on 1st
May, 1850, to Rs. 50, the rent now paid.

In June, 1850, the then President and Vice President submitted to the
Chamber a memorawdum in which they stated that, ¢ A recent investigation
by us of the accounts of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree; having exhibited
o gradually inereasing expenditure in_ excess of its income, we have thereforo

to suggest the propriety of your adopting, with as little delay as possible, such
steps as may be advisable for placing its fnancial condition on a more satisfactory.
footing.”

Tu that memorandum it was shown (which we find to be in accordance with
the fact) that taking an average of 9 years, fom Ist April, 1838, to lst
April, 1847, :

> 1850, the subscrip- | ; :

cas fix 1 The yoarly income consisted of e o wn e e Rs. 8,084
ton was fixed at Rs. 10, for ench fira, whether consisting of one or moro | pn Ty ol " oe0
abelished. Showing an cxcess of espenditure over income, yearly of  w. 4, LGGG

"The income of the Chamber consisted of

G entrance and monthly subseription
fecs, besides fees paid for arbitrations, e

The average monthly receipts in the following yeass hase been s—

individuals, and at this ltter date the cntrance fee of Rs. 100, was entirely ;‘
|
i

Subsequent to 1847, a considerable reduction took place in the expenditure
as well as in the receipts, and accordingly we find that the average yearly
expenditure for the 5 years, from 1st"April 1847 to

T 183435, covvvrovvrs 1t Aprl 185255 o ew o we e oo Rs. 5388
, 183733, While the receipts are anly oo oo ee o ooy 4593
» ;240'43" Showing an excess yeally of cspenditure over income of e 5, 795
» 184d-45, Tho Government Seeurifies of Rs. 16,000 above alluded to, were gradual-

» 1847-48,

» 1850-51, .......

Being 10w, veveerrs e, 296
: e gy 26

attained the summit of its financial prosperity

> when it had invested i Company’s Paper the sum of

The Chamber scems to have
carly in 1838 [
Rs. 16,000,

) ll‘:l.e expenditure consists of office and establishment charges, the former
1 y) i 1
nclu mg’pn) ments for furniture, rent, newspapers, &c., and the latter the
Secretary’s salary, and servants’ wages.

The Secretary’s salary was at first Rs. 300 o

was maised to Rs, 500, in March, oy Sl Lo 1

1887, the Secretary voluntarily reduced it to’:

ly sold to meet the fcreasing deficiency, until the last portion of them melted
away in 1849,

T the memorandum of June, 1850, already quoted, the Chamber was
requested to consider what steps it should adopt for the purpose of meeting its

present and y s—in of which a meeting

P
was held in the following month, at which it was resolved, that an assessment
of Rs. 50 should be levied on cach firm to liquidaic the then outstanding
claims against the Chamber, and the Sceretary was dirceted to issue a Cireular,
inviting such of the Commercial community, as were not members, to join the
Chanber, which then abolished the entrance fec of Rs. 100, the Secretary
reducing his salary to Rs.-200, as already mentioned.

o
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That appeal cannot have been very warnly responded to, seeing fhay fi
are ouly three members now more than constituted the Chamber in 3(I[V 13‘frn
The expendituee of the Chamber for the 19 years it iy
amounts to 1} lac of rupees.
The present monthly.income of the Chamber
as already stated is, ...

as been in existonee,

Against a monthly expenditure of Secretary’s
salary, peons, &e., .
House rent, ...

w . 50 00
Office charge, say ... . 25 00
——— ., 20813 0
Appended hereto is  Statement showing the oxisting lii-
iliies of the Chamber to be . 98 4
.. ”» . “

Aud to provide for the payment of this, your Committee are

to suggest an assessment on ‘each fimm of two Cold Mohurs,
Before proceoding further, your Connnittee will take the ibert
2ud.  The Fust Iistory of the Chamber.

"The objects which it started with could not be Detror o

sorry to have
y of gluncing at

s whil ressed than they -
were at the time in its rules, or constitution,—uamely, (o wateh ovor ang pro-

tect the general ‘interest of Commerce ; ‘o collect information on all matters of
interest to the Mercantile Community ; to use ev
removal of evils, the redress of gricvances, aud

good ; to communicate with Authoriti
to form a code of practice,

ery means in its power for the
the promotion of the common
and with iudividual parties thereupon 5
2 whereby the transaction of business may he simplificd
and facilitated ; to receive references and tp arbitrate between disputants.

Under its Rules and Regulations the Munagement' of the Chamber was
placed in the hands of a % General Committee,” which authorised itsclf to he
subdivided into  three other Comitices, called “the Committee of Manage-
ment,” which had the control of the establishment and fnds ; the « Ct:ll-

mit 7 whi i i
ce of Correspondence,” which was to receive and dispose of all communi-

cntions}and( references to the Chamber on general points ; and ¢ the Committee
of Arbitration,” for the settlement of differences hetween purtics applying to the
Chamber as a Court of Reconciliation, . s

The first meeting of the Chamber wa
second, of 21, on the 3rd of Junc,
which was direeted to be

This report bears
having

s held on the 16th of April, and the

published in the newspapers, * .
ample testinony to (he Committee, with jts ‘Secretary,

gone heartily and vigorous vork, i
ly gorously 1o work, on all fuestions, as they arose of

1834, when a full report was submitted, |
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mercantile interest, and to their otherwise promoting the objects of the Cham-

Dber with proper zeal and spirit. )
The first Annual Meeting was held on the 8th of April, 1835, which was

* well attended, and to that meeting .a full report was submitted by the gencral

Committee, touching upon the points of most interest (about twenty in number,)
which had oceurred in the course of the year, in a very clear and satisfactory
manner,

Tor the first throe or four years of its carcer, the attendance at the meetings
of Committee, averaged from ten to fificen members, and while this continued,
the busiuess of the Chamber progressed satisfactorily, A changes® however,
gradually orept in whenever members shoed an indifference to its proccedings.

The boginning of the Chamber's decadency may be said to have become
wmost perceptible in 1842, subsequent. to which not more than two members are
seen to attend some of the monthly meetings, although when a question of
interest came to be brought forward, a better attendance could occasionally be
secured. T fact as shown by its records, it was only in the first year of its
existence that the Chamber can be said to have done anything worthy of the
objects with whicheit was instituted.  Latterly it has almost ceased to corres-
poud with authorities or to collect information on any matter of interest. Tt has
never formed any code of practice whereby the transactions of business may
be simplified and facilitated 5 it has not classified or arranged such information
as it has collected, and disputants of late rarely refer to it for arbitration.

8rd.  The non-cfficiency of the Chamber—TYour Committce is of ‘opinion
hias arisen from its not having been properly supported 5 and, primarily, from

the total want of interest and co-operation, which cach and all have, for some
years past, manifested in its proceedings.

4th.  The Proposed Remedy.—Your Committee suggest that a further trinl
be given to the Chamber, and, although there are no anterior successos to fall
back upon, your Comnitioe is confident that the Mercantile Community,
generally, will at last accord to it that cordial co-operation, without which no
great measure of good can be accomplished.

Meanwhile, the Chamber must derive vitality and support from the

ting
members, which, few as they are, are greater in number than those constituting
the Chambers of the other Presidencies, which are said to work well,

Assured of this necessary clement of success,—the cordial and zealons
co-operation of its members,—your Committee will now invite attention
to the suggestious which they have to offer for the re-orgunization of the

Chamber.

!
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The first point for consideration is the selection of a Committée ;

5 and iy
phee of the general and_ Sub-Committes, as chosen wider the esisting Rules,
your Committee proposo. to centralizethe whole bushuess of the Chbury.

one Commitice, consisting of seven mémbers in all, including the President and
Vice-President ; that instead of stated Monthly General Meeti
prosent, his Committeo should meet once o week for the dospatel o
business ; and that no member should be placed upon it, except on fhe
understanding that he is bound to give as much of his time and trouble as
may be required for the eflicient. discharge of the business which may come
before it,

ngs, as o

The next point to which the Commnittee beg to direct attention is,

m the clec-
tion of a Secretary ; and in this greft dis

mination and judgment will haye
to be excrcised—choosing from the candidates, the man Dest fitted for the
office ;—for that reason alone,—and not on personal or private grounds. The
Bonded Warchouse Directors have, as heretofore, agreed to join the Chamber

in choosing a Sccretary,
The salary at the outset will not be very great,

bat it will be such as may -
duce @ man, such as s required

, to accept the appointmont, on the promise
that if he gives satisfaction, his pay will be increased, as the mesns of the
Chamber are able to afford it.

The following.are the further suggestions which your Commiltee beg to offer;

iz, to raise the monthly subscription from 10 to 16 Rupees for each firm; to
collect subscriptions with the view of purchasing books to form alibrary; to
prepare for publication an annual report of iis |

proceedings (after being approved
of at a General Mecting,

and to have such points of practice as may have been
decided from time to time by the Chamber formed into a Digest for the
guidance of the commercial community.

To enable the Chamber to carry these views fulo effect, it will De, in the
first place, necessary to rescind several of the existing
and as these appear rather complex, your Committe
rules, which they submit herewith, and which,

Rules and Regulations ;
¢ have prepared shorter
if approved of, may be adopted
by the Chamber, and the old ones entirely repealed. “ A meeting for the
purpose of considering this, should bé advertised without delay.

With these observations, your Committee will cl
doing so, they may be permitted to PuL it to such of the commercial community,
{ as have deserted the Chamber, as well
members of it—whether it is ot duc to
this opportunity,

ose their report 5 but before

a8 to those who have nevers heen
themselves as Merchants to avail of

of wniting, with cordiality and zeal, to raise the Bengal

competent to do the duties of both establishments, *
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Chamber of Commeree, to be what it ought to be, one of the most useful and
poworful instruments of the kind for good in any part of the world,

(Signed,)
- W. W. Kerrrew,
Jas. Jos. Macx
D. Cowns.

D, MackiNAY.

LL.

ArreNorx.
Proposed Rules and Regdations of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree,

Ist.—That this Society shall be styled the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce.”

2ud.—That the object of the Chamber shall be to wateh over and protect
thé general interests of commerce 5 to collect information on all matters of in-
terest to the mercantile  community, aud to use cvery means within its power,
for the removal of evils, the redress of griovances, and the promotion of the
common good ; to_communicate with authorities and individual parties there-
tapon 3 to form a code of practice whereby the transaction of business may be
simplified and facilitated 5 to receive references, and to arbitrate between, dis-
putants. “The decisions in such references being recorded for fature guidance.

8rd—That it being highly desirable not to recoguize any principle of ox-
clusian, all persons engnged or futerested in the commerce  or shipping of
Bengal, shall, upon payment of the subscription and on siguature of the
Rules and Regulations, be admissible as members in the manner herenafier
described. .

4th—That candidates for admission proposed by one member, and seconded
by another, shall be ballotted for, and o majority of votes shall decide the
clection.

Stho—That voting by proxy or by mombers whose subseriptions are in
arrear be not allowed. -

6th—That the Chamber reserves 1o itself  the right of oxpelling any of its
members ;- sueh expulsion to be decided by the votes of threc-fourths of the
members of the Chamber.

Tth—That a majority of the firms constituting the' Chamber shall be held

suflicient to form any general meeting, at which although two or more partners




of one firm be present, they are to count in voting as only one

at the same time membe,

member ; gy

1o two members of one firm can be ™5 of the Cop,

mitee,

8th.—That the monthl
subject hereafter to incre:
meeting,

ly subscription of cach member or firm be Rs, 16—
ase or reduction as may be

decided by o genen)

9th.—That the business and funds-of the Chamber
Committee of seven members,—consisting of the P
and five members,—to be

shall be managed bya
resident, and Vice-Presiley,
at a general meeting of fhe

Chaniber in the month of May.  The President, or in his absence the Vice.

President, being ex-officio Chairman of the Committee, and in the absence
of the President and Vice-President, the Committee to clect its own Chairman,
Tour to form a quiorum, the Chairman in cases of cquality having the casting

clected annually

vote,

10th—That the Committee shall meet
may fix as most convenient for the purpose of
come within the limits of the objects of the Ch
be Jaid on the table, open to the ins;
tions as.the Committee may deem e

on such day of every week s i
transacting such business

as thay
amber, and that its Pproceedings
pection of members, subject to such reguh-
xpedient.

11th.—That vacancics in the Committee,
from the Presidency for two months,
be filled up at a general meeting by a majority of the members pre:

12th—That the Steretary be clected by the
be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing

created by the absence of members
or by departure for Europe, or by death,

sent thereat,
Committee, such clection to
general meeting.

13th.—That the general meetings of the Chamber be held from time to time
as the Committee for the time being may deem necessary. That a special
general meeting shall be called by the Dresident, or in his absence by the Vice-
President, or by his order, on the requisition of any five firms, members of the
Chamber, to be held within five days subsequent to the receipt of such re
sition,

L4th.—That all proccadings
otherwise of gencral mectings du

qui-

of the Committee be subject to approval or

ly convencd,

15th—That strangers visiting the P,

members for two months by any wmeml,

in a hook to be kept for that purpose.
16th—That the Committ

not be of any force (]

residency may be introduced as honorary
er of the Chawber inserting their name

ce be empowered to make by,

e-laws, which shall
approved of by a general mecting,
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i . 5 and, after
17th.—That an annual report of the proceedings be prepared 5 and,
Tth.—That an a i 0 be '
being approved of at a general meeting, printed and circulated. N
lglh "That the above Rules be added to or altered only by a majority
s of the Chamber. : .
mc;“qu O'l:l‘l|m the foregoing Rules be printed, and au authenticated ?np]y,
b by issi y Is of the
subseribed by cach member on admission, be kept as part of the mé(;n s of he
Chiamber, That printed copics be fofarded to members of the .: i
! ‘ ) it g, QS
the Sccretary to Government, and to such other parties or. :\uﬂr::ln |eA,ssm_
y be desirable to make acquainted with the objects and rules of the
ma sira

o Jas. J. MACKENZIE.
Davio Cowi.
W. W. KErTLEWELL.
D. MACKINLAY.

ct-

ing of the Chamber for the 9th May, at which tlu; ]h;]tczi
ﬁ:z—l)osed Ty them for the future guidance of the Chamb :
were adopted, and general business transacted, as appears

from the subjoined Report.

The Special Committee then convened a General M

MEETING OF THE CALCUTTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

IIld at the Bonded IWarchouse, on 9th May, the _/‘oll.owiny Gentlemen
being present, viz. :

Messrs. D
» KETTLEWELL, »
» McEwy, »
2 Srewart PALMER, »

T, Mrssrs. SKINNER,
MACKINLAY,
MATHEWSON,
MackeNzie, &c.

Mr. Deveeus, in the Chair.

The business of the day commenced by the Chairman Sl'ﬂ)lllil(iug the Rcll?m:l

of the Special Committee, after which the following rcfo]uuons were passed I—

First Resolution.—Proposed by Mr. Hugh McEwin and scconded by Mr.
smm"l‘?\)::":ﬁ;_rcpnn of the Special Committee now submitted be received.

Carricd unanimously. .
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Second Resa[ution.—l’mposml by Mr. Mathewson and seconded by M,
McEwen—.

That the Chamber of Commerce be continued i
Ppresent Members, and that the general body of
as described in the Report now submitted, be uy;

Carried unanimously,
Third Ix’esu[ution.—I’roposcrI by N
Blundell—
Lhat the Rules and Regulations proposed by the Special Committeo and
now submitted be adopted in place of the old or existing Rules and

Regulations, which arc from this date declared to be repealed,
Carried unanimously.

Fourth Resolution—Pro
Mackinay—

. Stuart Palmer and seconded by 3,

posed by Mr. Skinner and seconded by My,

That such of the Mercantile commun
as Members be requested to make
tary of the Chamber, who wil]
cants’ names proposed

ity as should expross a desire to join
an application to the Acting Seere-
aurange to have such applicant or appie
and seconded, so that the votes of the Members
be collected to decide the election in every such case at a meeting to be
specially called for the pupose by e Acting Scorctary on o day
previous to a meeting o be' held on the 13th instant, with a view

o entitling such newly-clected Members to b present and vote
thereat.

Carricd unanimously.
Lifth Resolution—Proposea by
Kettlewell—

“That, with the view of havin,

Mr. Cowie and scconded by Mr. W. W,

8 the new Rules and. Regulations signed by
the Members, this mesting do adjourn to Saturday, the 14th instant, at
noon, when an adjourned meeting wil be |
ing a Committe,
brought forward, *
. Carried unanimougly,
Siath Resolution.

~—Proposed by Mr, Mackenrio
Mackinlay— ’

and seconded by Mr. D,

“That, in order to meet the
of two Gold Mohurs
of the Chamber,

Carried unanimously,

existing Tiabilities of the Chamber, a contribution
be paid by cach of the present firms Members

ith the support of g,
commercial commuig,
ited to join as Membes,

“—Ted o thie Ttk May
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Seventl. Resolution.—Proposed by Mr. Blundell and scconded by Mr.

McEwen—
That Mr. Kettlewell be solicited to act for the prcscmA as Sccromrylof
the Chamber, with full authority to collect all contributions and subserip-
3
tions.
Carried unanimously. .
The Meeting was then adjourned to Saturday, the lé.du instant. -
A-vote of thanks was rendered to the Chairman for his able conduct in the
Chair. )
A Special General ing of the Chamber was again
I . for the purpose of ballotting for
such parties as had applied to become Members of the

Chamber.
" PRESENT :

Mr. MackiNzAY,
» Cowig,
» BaLrour, &c.

Mz. KETTLEWELL,
Arcar,
» DBLUNDELL, :
At which, on the proposal of Mr. Mackml.a}.f, seconded
by Mr. Kettlewell, forty-three Firms and Individuals were
lembers of the Chamber.
ele(c)ifdti\lleenl&h May a further General Meeting of the
Chamber was held, at which, with a very large attendance
of the Members, the following gentlemen were clected as
office beavers for the year, from the 1st May, viz :

—

Jas. J. Mackenziz, Esq., President.

D. Mackixcay, Bsq., Vice President.
D. Cowiz, Esq., C. B‘»Smmmn, Esaq.,
J. 8. Erniort, Esq., J. P. Macxme, Esq.,
W. W. Kerruewece, Bsq.,
six-new Members were elected and resolutions passed to
the following effect : \




That the subscription for i

dual memibers of e Chamber be 10 rupecs

per mensem, while those alone carrying on busincss under any style or finn g,

pay the 16 rupees per mensem as resolved at the Chamber’s last meeting,
Caricd by a luge majority. i
Proposed by Mr. Finlay and scconded by Mr. Donald Gordon—

Lhat the Rule of the Chamber requiring new Members to be ballotted fo
bo suspended for the space of six weeks from this date, i order that
time may be given to issuc invitations, through the medium of the
public prints o otherwise (as may be decided by the Commitee) fo 4l
interested in the commerce and productions of this country
Chamber; those stationed clsewhere than at the Presiden
reduced scale of subscription.

Carried unanimously.

to join the
residency, to pay a

That the subscription for Mofussil Members be two Gold Mohurs
annum, . "

The first meeting of your Committee, named at the
above meeting, was held on the 28¢d of May, to appoint a
Sc(:.}:(_l’t‘?}')hj"]lcll their choice fell upon M. T\ M. Robinso:;
Who was unanimously elected. T

Your Committee fixed his salary at four hundred
Tupees a month, with the understanding that it should be
increased Pproportionably with th a
the Chamber.

¢ increasing prosperity of
—_—

Havi.ng thus brought to a conclusion the narrative of
the revival of the Chamber, your Committee now proceed
to report upon its present position, and to render an account
of their proceedings during the first Half-year of its exis-
%ence under the new designation of the Brngar, C -
0 COMMERCE. B 114\1‘15“‘

The number of local Members of the Chamber
) amber has heen
inereased by elections from time to time until it jow
amounts to 86, and a Circular Letter distributed by your
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Committee among parties engaged in business in the
Mofussil, a copy of which is given in the Appendix, has
obtained for the Chamber 18 non-resident members, the
total number therefore now amounting to 104, a list of
whom will be found in the Appendix.

The present monthly income of the Chamber amounts
to Company’s rupees 1,262-0-0, exclusive of the subscrip-
tions of Mofussil Members of Company’s rupees 576-0-0
per annum.  The abstract of the accounts of the Cham-
Der appended hereto, shows a-cash balance in the Bank of
Bengal of Company’s rupees 4,301-7-6 on the 31st October.
Your Committee have written to Ingland for priced lists
of the best and latest hooks of commereial information and
reference, as also for sets of the newest and inost complete
maps of all parts of the world, in the purchase of which,
for the use of the Chamber, they propose to expend the
above amount; the institution being at present extremely
deficient in these essential works for the reference and
information of its Members.

Your Committee have opened a correspondence with the
following Associations:

The Fast India and China Association.

The Indian Reform Society.

The Chambers of Commerce of Manchester, Dundee,

. Leeds, Bombay, Colombo, Port Louis, Singapore, Mecl-

Dourne, Sydney, Adelaide, Rangoon, and the East Indian
Association, Liverpo8l; and they trust by co-operation with
these Societies to promote the interests of the Trade of
this port, and of the Bast gencrally.

The first Jocal subject to which your Committee directed
their attention, was the state of the navigation of the
Hooghly. In the Appendix will be found Theit Correspon-
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de}:ce relating to it with the Government, from
will observe that the Governor General entered at once With
much interest into the question, appointed a Committee to‘
report upon the state of the Hooghly, and at the saume
time ordered a re-survey of the Mutlah, and a survey of

the country lying between the head of that Ri

vver angd
Calcut.ta., The Hooghly Committee have not yet complet.
ed their researches,

h nor have your Committee received any
oﬂ‘ic.ml communication of the surveys of the Mutlah 'mfl
the intervening land having heen completed, which, h:)w-
ever, they have reason to helieve will be favorable ’in all
respects.  Since the subject was fivst brought to the notice
o.f Government by your Committee, no less than seven
§hips, the names of which are given in the
lﬁ‘;ﬂ.\gjn, have grounded in the Hooghly,
Of these T Yecilia was totally lost, with
the whole of her cargo aid great part of
her crew, the Sir George Seymour,
Queen, and William Penn, had to dis-
charge their cargos and go into Dock for repairs, the
William Jardine +as totally lost, a small part o}' her
cargo only having been saved, and the Faize Rohoman
and Countess de Brion only floated again without damage
sufficient to interrupt their voyages ; thus, in every caZe
?)ut ’glle last two mentioned, heavy loss, detention, and
Inconvenience to all parties interested in both the V’GSSCIS
:m(} cargos having occurred, this rébeated oceurrence of
serious disasters renders a continued attention to the
subject highly necessary, and your Committee await yyith
great interest the reports hoth of the Hooghly
and the Surveyors of the Mutlah and the c%unt
the two Rivers.

which yoy

Sir G. Seymour,
Queen,

TVm. Penn,
Countess de Brion,
Cecilia,

Faize Rohoman,
. Jardine,

5

Committee
ry between
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The great irregularities in the despatch of the mails
by the Steam Vessels of the Peninsular and Oriental
Company has been made a subject of correspondence
By your Committee with the Bast. India and China
Association of London and the Chambers of Commerce
of Liverpool and Manchester; since this correspondence
began, however, the terms of the mew contract for the
conveyance of the mails agreed to hetween the Lords
of the Admiralty and the Peninsular and Oriental Com-
pany have come into force, and from “an abstract of these
terms, printed and circulated by your Committee, and now
added in the Appendix, you will observe, that no such
irvegularities in the dates of sailing of the Mail Steamers
can in future occur, although it is to be regretted that no
acceleration of speed in the conveyance of the mails has
formed part of the stipulations of the Admiralty contract.
At the expiration of the present contract, it is confidently
anticipated that, in these respects, the postal communica-
tion with Europe will be considerably improved. Your
Committee is however in correspondence with the Penin-
sular and Oriental Company and Government on other
points connected with the present dates of despatch of Mails.

Your Committee prepared a petition for presentation to
the Houses of Parliament, praying for the attention of the
Legislature, in arran ging the terms for the rencwal of the
Ton’ble E. I. Company’s Charter, to the following subjects :

The generally defective state of the internal communi-
cations of India. .

The imperfect state of the existing Roads, Rivers and
Canals. ’

The great want of Railways, and the long delay in
their construction.
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The high charges for postage, and the slowness of
dawks.

The heavy duty on Salt.

The delays .and obstructions to the administration ¢
Jjustice in the Mofussil Courts.

The great expense of law and receip:

The imperfect ‘and undigested sta
down in the Company’s Regulations.

The inconsistency of the Usury Laws.

The uﬁcél'tail]ty of land j_;eiiu .

The rapidity however with which the India Bill was
pushed through both Houses of Parliament, having render-
ed it very doubtful whether the petition would have arriv-
ed in time for presentation before the final arrangement
of the question, your Committee did not forward it to
England: the event proved that they were right in with-
holding it, and the fact of the Chamber’s not having ad-
dressed the Legislature on the various points mentioned
above, is of less moment, as the form of legislation carried
by Ministers leaves it in the power of Parliament to adopt
any reforms in the Goyernment of India during subsequent
sessions, and should the Chamber deem fit to forward s
petition at any future time, it will he cqually as opportune.

A correspondence on ‘the subject of the attestation of
deeds, &c., by the Magistrates of Caleutta, has been brought
to a conclusion by the two letters to be found iu the
Appendix, the concluding letter of the Chief Magistrate
containing information that will be found frequently use:
ful by Members of the Chamber.

Your Committee addressed Government on the subject
of the delayed legislation for the prevention of ship-burning;
their letter and the reply of Government are given in the

nps.
¢ of the law as lail
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Appendix. Subsequent to the date of the latter, no further
communication has been received from Government on the
subject, which has no doubt however been under due
consideration.

The injurious effect of the old Usury Laws of England,
which are still in force here, has also been made a subject
of representation to Government ;—the letter of your Com-

" mittee, and the reply it elicited, are to be found in the

Appendix, and it cannot be doubted but that the present
anomalous state of the Law on this subject will he speedily
removed. .

A recurrence of accidents to coolies working on the
Cust se Ghaut, induced your Committee to address
the G or of Customs on the state of the Ghauts gene-
rally; that Officer’s reply not having been deemed satisfac-
tory, the Board of Revenue was also addressed on the sub-
ject, and further, as a temporary measure, an application
was made to the Chicf Magistrate, requesting his inter-
ference to prevent the impediments to the transaction of
business arising from the accidents referred to; the whole of
the correspondence is given in the Appendix, and your
Committee have much pleasure in Being able to inform you,
that Government are about to construct sheds along the
whole extent of the Ghauts, to build new jetties, supplied
with cranes of the newest and best description, and to make
the descent from the bank to the water, safe and convenient.

In the Appendix will also be found copies of a cor-
respondence Detween the Collector Of Customs, the
Board of Revenue and your Committee, on the subject
of the out-pass system and the general business of
the Custom House. The recommendations of your Com-
mittec have heen readily adopted by the Collector, and

. c
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with an increase of the Custom House Esmb]islnncut,
which that officer has the permission of the Board of
Revenue to engage, it may confidently be hoped, that no
inconvenience will in future be experienced by the com-
mercial body in transacting husiness with the department,
Your Committee particularly beg your attention to the
letter of the Collector of Customs of the 29th September
and their reply of the 25th October, as a compliance with
his suggestion on the subject of the presentation of Marine
Bills, will enable him to detect and punish any dereliction
on the part of his employés in this part of their duties.
The Draft of the new Postal Act has heen made the sub-

“ject of a representation to Government by your Committee,

which is given in the Appendix, and they have every hope
that their remarks will be favorably considered.

The publication of the new Draft Act for the Regulation
of the Administrator General’s Office, has also been made
the opportunity for addressing a representation to Govern-

ment on the subject of this unneccessary and arbitrary .

interference with private rights and arrangements. A
memorial signed by several Agency Houses, which, with
the letter of your Confmittee, is given in the Appendix,
was sent in to Government, remonstratin g against the
original Act of 1849, hut it apparently received little or no
attention.  Your Committee however trust that the com-
munication made by them, as the constituted organ of the
Commercial hody generally, will be more favorablyreceived,
and that some of the alterations in the Draft Act suggest-
ed by them will he adopted by the Legislature.

Copics of a letter of your Committee to the Official
Assignee, and the reply of that Officer will he found in the
Appendix.
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The subject to which they relate deserves the attention
of the Chamber, with a view to putting a stop to the
heavy losses now sustained by all who become creditors of
Native Insolvents.

Your Committee addressed an inquiry to Government
on the subject of the state of the Caleutta Canals; the reply
received was most satisfactory, which, with your Commit-
tee’s letter, concludes the copies of correspondence given in
the Appendix.

An Arbitrati nd has been drafted by W. Ritchie,
Tsq., which is now in course of printing, and which your
Committee recommend to be used in all cases of reference
to the Chamber.

Your Committee have had to regret the retirement of M.
J. 8. Llliott, whose private business precluded his devot-
;{g—that attention to his dutics as a Member of the Com-
mittee, which he considered that the office required of him.

The vacancy so created has been filled up by the ap-
pointment, of Mr. C. H. Bailey.

Your Committee take this opportunity of acknowledg-
ing the constant courtesy and consideration with which
their communications have been réceived by the heads of
all departments of Government, to whom they have had
occasion to address themselves.

The Members of the Chamber are aware of the great exer-
tions made by Mr. W. W. Kettlewell, for its revival, but
your Committee consider it due to that gentleman to put on
record in this report their appreciation of those excrtions,
which they consider merit the warmest thanks of the
Chamber.

(8d.) JAS. J. MACKENZIE,

President.
CALCUTTA,
November 1st, 1853.




APPENDIX.

LIST 6F MENBERS.

« Allan, Deffell and Co.

™ Apear and Co. - =
+ Anderson, W. Esqr.
~Borradaile, John and Co. =~
~Braddon and Co.
“Brooks, A. Esqr.

Carlisle, Nephew and Co.
~Carter, J. W. Esqr.
«Chureh, James Jun, and Co.
~Covell, James, Esqr.
*Colvin, Ainslie, Cowic and Co, +
+Cullen, Muir and Co.
“Crooke and Grey. +
* Dickson and Co.

~Ewing and Co. *

- Eglinton and Co.

~Emerson, Arbuthnot, Esqr. v

* Foster, Rogers and Co.

- Gillanders, Arbuthnot and Co. =

Gisbore and Co., >

_ Gladstone, Wyllic and Co.

Gilmore, McKilligin and Co.

Gouger, A, and Co. + =

Gordon, Stuart and Co.

Griffiths and Co. *

Gunter, Greenaway and Co,

Gooroo Chum Sein, +=

- Hawarth, W. aud Co.

Henderson, Wallace and Co. =

Hurris Chunder Bhose,

Haddon, E. G- Tsqr.  «
Tbery, J. W. H. and J, Jenking, ..
Jamieson and Co. . '
Jardine, Skimuer and Co,
Kettlewell, Drabble and Co.
Kelly, Campbell and Co. =
Kelsall, Hoare and Co. = -
Leach, Rawson aud Co. =~
Livingstone, Dearman and Withers, ..
Lyall, J. and Co. ~
Taroche, C. Esqr.
Mackillop, Stewart and Co. ==
Dossabhoy Framjee Cama and Co, +-,
May, Pickford and Co. /- '
_Mackinnon, Mackenzic and Co. .

Malcolm and Co. =
_Mackenzic, Lyall and Co.

Martin, Pillans and Co, -

Moran, W. and Co, «

Marks, C. L. Tsqr. =

Norman, Brothers and Co,

Paterson, and Co, ~

Pearce, Macrac and Co. ...

. Peel, Bellairs and Co. ,
Pemnington and Co. «
Percira and Co.

Potter and Co.

Purrier and. Co. =
Prestwich, E. Esqr. =
Pehmoller, G. and Co. s

a




_~ Ralli Brothers, -

Ralli and Mavrojani, -~

Ram Gopaul Ghose and Co. «
Robinson, Balfour and Co, -~
Rajender Dutt and Kally Dass Dutt.
Ross, R. T. Esqr.

Robertsen, J. T, Tsqr.
Samuel Smith, Sons and Co, _
Schillizzi and Co. .

Schoene, Kilburn and Co.
Shand, Fairlie and Co. .
Smith, Faric and Co. .
Stevenson, R. B, Tsqr.

Stroud, B. R. Esgr.

Suma Churn Mitter, =
Thomas, Marten and Co, #
Tulloh, Seal and Co. «

“Tandy, J. O'B. Esqr. .«

Thiault, Gve. Bsqr. -
Whitney, Barstow and Co. =
Willis and Earle.

Wattenbach, Heilgers and Co. =
‘Wicnholt, Brothers and Co, ==
Wingrove, Geo. Esqr. =~
Wills, Augustin and Co, -~
Thornton, J. Esqr. -

¥

MOFUSSIL MEMBERS.

Buchanan, Paterson and Co.—Moul-
mein.

Crisp and Co.—Rangoon.

Forbes, Alesander, Tsqr.—Dacea. -

Guppy, S. Esqr—Dally Khal.

Hamilton, Higginson and Co.—2ir-
zapore. -

Kenny, J. T. Bsqr— Salgamoodia.

McNair and Brae.—Babookally.

Wise and Glass—Dacea, .

Macrae, Begbic and Co.—Moulmein.
Deverell, H. Esqr.—dckergunge, «
Savi, R. Esqr.—Nowhatla.
Probby, F. Esqr—Dacca. - -
Maclagan, F. Esqr.— Lokenathpore.
Maxwell, D, Esqr.— Cawnpore. -
Longden, G. I, Bsqr—dgra.
Gale, T. Esqr.-—]’mquul.
Menzies, 'T. Tsqr.—Mirzapore.
Beecher, W. Esqr.— Gowhatty.

Cr.
aE
[

300 {00
400(0j0
250 |00
268 0|0

3,168 [0]o

Co’s Rs. |A.|P.
1,368 0|0
1,220 {00
1,2
160 {00
4,134 |00

1,950

Co.'s Ts.

!
5
ns collect-

Members,

s collect-

ons collect-
Co.’s Rs.

Co.’s Rs.

ed for July,
» Amount of Subseri
ed from Mofussi
5 Amount of Subseripti
ed from May,

ed for June,
» Amount of Subserij

2
H

,» Subscriptions collected for May, ..

»» Amount of Subseri

»
»

23,
28,
30,

P

AP,

A

50 (0|0

1,650 {00} June 6, |By Cash paid into Bank of Bengal,...
100 {0]0

1,368 |0]0
3,168 [0]0

100 |00 July 1, |By Balance from June,

490 {00

200 |0]0

400 [0]0

2,944 [0]0

4,134 10]0

Cos Rs.
Co’s Rs.

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, June, 1853.

ditto,

Balance to August, ...

CoJs Rs.
led Warchouse,...
CoJs Rs.

M. Robinson—Salary, ...

1

omoney Dey—espenses,

,, Chintomoney Dey—expenses,
» Balance to July, ...

» T.

»

8, | To Rent paid to Bonded Warehouse,...

1853.
»
30,
»
31,

Dr.

July 11, | To Rent paid to B

une




Bengal Chamber of Commerce, June, 1853.
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CIRCULAR LETTER.

BexcAL CraMBer or COMMERCE,
Caleuttar, 13th June, 18583.

ber of Commerce to

T ax directed by the Committec of the Bengal Ch

inform you that, after having m ned for many years a merely nominal exis-

tution Tas been rocently revived, and now numbers among its
y of Calutta.
ies in the Pres

tence, the T
members nearly the whole Commercial Comm:
re most anxious to induce all

k 5,
engaged in the intornal Trade of the country, its Agriculture or Mannfactures,
to join the Chamber of Commerce ; fecling that, it will not be in their power
to carry out efficiently the objects of the Institution, without the advantage of
il Subseribers, from whom they may be able to
and Statistical Returns, relating to the Trade and
Productions of the Presidency.
At the present time, when the form of the future Government of Tn
under debate in the Houses of Parliament, the Committee are particularly de-

Txtent of their Production.

Prices in the Sudder Station Bazurs of all avticles—Grram, Cotton Goods,
Yams, Metals, &c. :

Greneral condition of the People.

The Tnternal Economy of the Country.

State of the communications, by Roads, Rivers, Bridges, Ferrics, &c.
from every Distriet in the Presidency, that they may be prepared to give
nd accurate replies to auy questions put to them on these points by
Socictics with whom they are in correspondence in Englnd,
iew of endeavouring to obtain alleviation of the

promy
the Commerei

Le:

hay
many parts of the country,
external Trade,

The Committee therefore beg to
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, and at ]

vite you to become a Member of the
me time to inform you that, in

order to tate the admi the Mofussil, and to secure
ir accession to the Institution, the subscription of Members non-resident in

Caleutta, has been reduced to Co.’s Rs. 82 per m, and the rule of admis-

sion by Ballot been suspended for six weeks from the 18th May.

Tam, Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Seeretary.




HOOGHLY AND MUTLAH RIVERS.

To CECIL BEADON, Esq,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sm,—T am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com
merce to solicit the favor of your bringing to the notice of the Most Noble th:
Govenior of Bengal, the difficult and dangerous state of the navigation of the
River Hooghly, which threatens at no distant period to render aceess to the pot
of Calcutta altogether impracticable for any vessels but those of the smallet

! tonnage.

in
Lloyd’s Chaunel and on the Gasper Sands, has been less than ever previously

During the present season the depth of water on the James and Mary

known, and for many weeks past, Pilots have not felt themselves warranted in
moving ships of more than 500 tons burthen without steam, during which
time the towing steamers of the port have consequently been so fully employed,
that many outward bound vessels loaded and ready for sea have been detained
from a fortnight to three weeks unable to proceed on their voyage.

At the present time several vessels in this position have no prospect of get-
ting to sea until the beginning of July.

It is the opinion of most nautical men well acquainted with the River
Hooghly, that these serious i toits and
inevitable from the form of the River, its soil and the nature of its tides, and that

ig: are p
they are beyond the reach"of removal by any engineering skill. The Committes
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce beg therefore to submit for the consider-
ation of the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, the very great importance of
endeavouring to open a new communication from the sea to this port by some
new ehannel, and most respeetfully to call his attention to the practicability of
this object by means of the Mutlah River:

The entrance to the Mutlah River is about 50 miles to the eastward of the
Tooghly, to be approached from the sea without any material difficulties of
navigation. At the distance of 23 miles from its mouth it has a good sheltered *
anchorage for vessels of the largest burthen. Its tides never run more than
from 3 to 4 miles an honr, and the flood-tide is never accompanicd by a bore.
Tt has in the shallowest part 3} fathoms of water at the lowest tide, and in
many places its depth varies from 6 to 9 fathoms throughout its course from the
sea to within 25 miles of Caleutta, thus offering facilitics for

vit

intervening space is believed to be very favorable for the formation cither of a
which the communication could be continued to

railroad or canal, by means of
Caleutta, and every facility afforded for the conduct of the commerce of the

place. .
Tt is the camest request of the Committee, that the Most Noble the Governor

of Bengal will order a_survey to be made of the Murlah River, its approaches

from the sea and country intervening between it and Calcutta, in order that,

should the survey so obtained give confirmation to the views expressed above
by the Committce, of its navigable advantages over the River Hooghly, the sub-
ject may be further taken into Iis Lordship’s favorable consideration.

The rains will soon be setting in, and as the rivers are now at their lowest,
the Committee beg to point out that this is the most opportune time for a sur-
vey, and also that it will very soon have passed away.

Viewing the question as one not only of local, but of national importance,
the Committee trust that the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal will not deem
them intrusive in soliciting, as they now beg to do, his carly attention to the

subject.

Tam, Sir, your obedient servant,

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Secretary.

Carcurrs,
Bexear Cuayier or COMMERCE,
the 27th May, 1853.

No. 1398.

Frox tne SECRETARY 7o tne GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,

To tue SECRETARY 70 TnE BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, the 20th July, 1853,

Sm,—T am directed by the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal
to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter, dated the 27th May Jnst,
bringing to notice the impediments to the navigation of the River Hooghly,

General,

which now exist, and suggesting the expediency of opening, if possible, a new

suerior
to those that ever existed in the Hooghly.

Within the distance of 25 miles from Caleutta the Mutlah, although naviga-
Dble, winds considerably and Decomes narrower ; the country however in this

between this port and the sea by means of the river Mutlah,
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2, His Lovdship deferred passing orders upon your letter until inquiy
vhich on a former occasion had been taken in co.

could be made as to the steps,
neetion with the navigation of the Mutlah.  The river was, it appears, surveyed
in the course of the years 1837 to 1840, by Captain Lioyd of the Indian Nay,
and nothing, in his Tordship’s opinion, is now required but to ascertain what

changes if any have taken place in the bed of the river since the sounding

eshibited in Captain Lloyd’s published Chart were taken. Tn fartherance of
this object, measures will be taken without delay.

3. Tn the cvent of the Mutlah becoming the channel of conveyance for the
commerce of this port, communi
convenient point on the Mutlah will be necessary. Such a railway, His Lordship

tion by railway Dbetween Caleutta and some

apprehends, will be of easy execution, and Major Baker has accordingly been
dirceted to survey the country between Caleutta and the head of the Mutlal,
with a view to obtain accurate information on the subject.

4. While the above inquiries are iu progress, His Lordship is desirous that
measures should be taken to ascertain the facts regarding the navigation of the
River Hooghly more exactly than has as yet been done.

5. The Chamber of Commerce, His Lordship observes, founds its present
application on the «difficult and dangerous state of the navigation of the River
Tooghly, which threatens at-no distant period to render access to the port of
Caleutta, altogether impracticable for any vessels but those of the smallest
tonnage.” His Lordship recently had oceasion to call for the opinion of the
Superintendent of Marine on this point. The report of that officer did not
express any suchi strong opinion regarding the deterioration of the nas igation as
that above quoted.  The fact therefore has still to be determined, and this, His
Lordship thinks, should be done at once.

6. His Lordship therefore proposes to appoint a Commitice, consisting of
three members, iz, the Master Attendant, any gentleman whom the Chamber
may think proper to depute, and probably a member of the Pilot Service, and
Tam accordingly to request that the Chamber will nominate some gentleman
for this purpose. ~ On this being done the other members will be appointed by
the Government, and the Committee so constituted will be requested to meet
and to enter upon an investigation similar to that which took place in 1844, in
comnection with the inquiry into the practicability of providing Caleutta with wet
docks.

I have, &c.,

(Signed)  CECIL BEADON,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

ix

BeNGAL CraMper or COMMERCE,
Caleutta, 26th July, 1853.
To CECIL BEADON, Esq.,
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal.

Sir,—1I am dirccted by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
meree to avknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 20th instant.

The Committee beg that you will convey their camest thanks to the Most
Noble the Governor of Bengal for the ready consideration with which his Lord-
ship has received their communication on the subject of the navigation of the
Tooghly and Mutlah Rivers.

Tn conformity with the desire of his Lordship, the Committee respectfully beg
to nominate Mr. Jumes Joseph Mackenzie, as the Deputy of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, to sit upon the Committee proposed to be formed to
inquire into the state of the navigation of the River Hooghly.

T am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Secretary.

TFrox tnr UNDER-SECRETARY to i GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To Tur: SECRETARY 1o tur: BENGAL CHHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, the 2nd August, 1853.

Sm,—With reference to your letter dated the 26th ultimo, and in

Marine, - tinuation of the memorandum from this Office, No. 549, of this

date, T am directed by the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal, to transimit here-
with, for the information of the Chamber, a copy of a letter this day addressed
to Mr. J. J. Mackenzie, appointing him a Member of the Committee, for the

purpose of reporting on the state of the Navigation of the River ooghly.
1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG,
Under-Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,
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No. 559.

Trow 1 UNDER-SECRETARY 7o znn GOVERNMENT or BENGY

To J. J. MACKENZIE, Esa. '
Dated Fort William, the 2nd August, 1853,

Sin,—T am directed by the Most Noble the Governor of Bongd
to inform you that Iis Lordshi
fo be a Member of a Committee,

Marine,
p has been pleased to appoint yi
for the purpose of reporting on_the stateq
the Navigation of the River Hooghly. A copy of a letter this day
to the Superintendent of
information,

addrossd
Musine on the subject is hercto appended for yos
1 have, &e.,

(Siged) W, GORDON YOUNG,
Under-Secretary to the Government of Benga

Frox rie SECRETARY ro rus GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
To mim OFFICIATING SUPERINTENDENT or MARINE.

Dated Fort William, the 4tk August, 1853,

Sir,—T am directed by the Most Noble the Governor of Ben

Marine,
al to forward herewith copy of the correspondence noted in the

Lelter from Secrotary Biongal Chamber of
Commerce, dated 27th May, 1853,

Lelter from Sceretary {0 the Government of
Bengal to Secrctary Nemgal Chamber of Come
wmeree, No, 1395, dated 20th July, 1853
canter from St'clmlﬂl'{’ Bongal Chamber of

meree to Scerelary Gover engt
oot i fcertory Government of Bonga,

margin, relative to the presen
state of the Navigation of the
Hooghly, and the possible for
mation of a Lort at the head d
the River Mutlah, and with re-
ference 1o the 5th and Gth pan-
1o inform you that His Tordship ha
sisting, besides yonrself, of the Gen-
\ tlemen named in the margin, to iuquire into the
, s, State of the River Hooghly, particularly whether i
o has, in past years, deteriofated for purposes of Na-
vigation, what has' been the nature and progress of the deterioration, to what

ther it is likely to continue, and if so,

graphs of my letter to the Chamber,
been pleased to appoint a Committce con

11, Piddington
ackcnz

causes it is owing, whe whether any

xi

* approximate guess can be formed as to the period at which Ships of lurge

burden may be expected to resort by preference to the Mutlah, supposing the
head of that River to be connected with Caleutta, cither by a Railway or Ship
Caval.

2. His Lordship desires me to request, that the Committce will meet as
carly as may be convenient and enter upon this investigation. It would appear
that some information on the subject was collected by the Committee which
sat in 1844, to inquire into the practicability of providing Caleutta with Wet
Docks, and is probably in your Office. Tt is alluded to in paragraph 11 of the
printed Report, of which a copy is herewith forwarded for the informiation of
the Committee.

3. Tn reporting the result of their inquiries, the Committee will be so good
as to give a definite opinion on ench point, with their reasons for it, and to
append to their Report, the oral and other ovidence which may be taken
by them.

4. The Secretary to the Superintendent of Marine will be Sceretary to the
Committee, and all records of the Marine Department will be open to their
inspection. Al Officers of the Department will also attend before the Committee,
if required to do so.  Any moderate expenditure the Committec may incur
in cutertaining Writers, Copyists, &e., will be bome by Govermment,

I have, &e.,

(Signed) CECIL BEADON,
Seerctary to the Government of. Bengal.

No. 549.

A copy of this letter forwarded to the Chamber of Commerce for infor-
mation.

(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG,
Under-Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal.
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PENINSULAR & ORIENTAL COMPANY'S CONTRAg,

Abstract of the terms of the Peninsular and Oriental Company's Contrag -

Sor the conveyance of the Eastern Mails, published by the Lords of
Admiralty.
Datis or SAILING.

TFrom Southampton, to leave on the ... 4th and 20th,

» Marscilles e 100, 270
» Bombay » . 4th ,, 20th.
5 Caleutta » 6th ,, 20th.—To got

sea from the Snnd Heads before 8 r. 2. on these dnlo

» Hong Kong » co e e 10th ,, 27th,

» Sydney N 20th

»  Port Philip » . 24th ¢ Alternate months,
»  Adelide » 7th

Darss ror ARRIVAL.
At Southampton on the
» Marseilles from abroad on the
> Bombay from Point de Galle on the ...
Caleutta from England on the
Tong Kong on the
Adelaide on the ... 8th

Port Philip on the e wee o 11th 3 Alternate months.
Sydney on the ... ... .. e 14th

5th and 21st,
14th ,, 30th.
. 2nd ,, 18th.

2nd ,, 16th.
. 10th ,, 24th.

Number of days in which the Mmls are to bc conveyed to their several des
tinations by the Packets from Southampton—
To Gibraltar in
» Maltain ...
» Adenin ...
»» Ceylon in
» Madras in
» Caleutta in
» Singapore in ... ..
» Bombay vid: Coylon in
» Hong Kongin ...
King Greorge’s Sound in .

To Adelaide it oo e ve ee oo e GF days.
S POt Philip it e v ver e e e BT
L SYdeY i e e e e e O

The stoppages of the Packels to wait for Mails by other Packets are to vary

from
At Alexandria, 310 8 duys.
b Suez, . 5,6 »
5

,» Point de Galloy.e. .. 5
Between October and March the Dackets may 7 touch at Cosscr in the Red

Sea.

TFrom Calcutta and Hong Kong the Packets are to leave five days earlior in
the Months of
May,
June,
July,
August.

"The Packets are allowed to reach Hong Kong five days later than the above
specified time during the Months of
November,
December,
January,
Tebruary.

During the prevalence of the adverse Trade Winds, the Iomeward Sydney
Packet s allowed to reach its destination four days later than the specified time.

The Admiralty and the Peninsular and Oriental Company have power to
order the Bombay and Hong Kong Packets to call at other places than Point
de Galle, Penang and Singapore, and the Admiralty have power to require the
Tomeward Australian Packet to proseed direet from King George’s Sound ‘to
Point de Galle.

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,

Secrctary.
CALCUTTA,

October 20th, 1853.
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ATTESTATION OF DEEDS.

Calentta, 10th June, 1853,
Frox tne SECRETARY or mni BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERCE,
To W. 1. ELLIOT, Esq., CHIEF MAGISTRATE or CALCUTTA,

Sir,—1I find by your letter, No. 846, of November Gth, 1852, to the Score-
tary of the Chamber of Commerce, that the subject of voluntary affidavits anl
the attesting of signatures, had again been referred to the Advocate General, 1
shall fecl very much obliged by your informing me, if the_opinion of that
Officer, of July 15th, 1852, has been confirmed, or in any point altered.

1 am Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) L. M. ROBINSON,
Secretary.

No. 349.
10th June, 1853.
Frox mur CHIEF MAGISTRATE,

'10 s SECRETARY or mue CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.

Sir,—TIn reply to your letter of this date, I beg to inform you that the
Govermnent having referred to the late Advocate General a report submitted
by me of the different kinds of papers, which the Division Magistrates had at
various times presented to them for attestation, that Officer gave it as his
opinion that

1. Declarations on oath of soldicrs enlisting in the Indian ) Must be

Army, ... }aucsml.

2. Mookhtarnamas for use in the Mofussil, .
3. Powers of Attorney, for the sale of stock or receipt of
Dividends with Bank of England, ..........
4. Ditto for Transfer of Funds in Chancery, ....... My be
5. Declarations of Cadets entering the Tndian Army, “attested.
6. Ditto regarding children of deceased Offcess entering the
Military Orphan Asylon .
7. Declarations of Pensioners on Lord Clive’s Fund,

XV
8. Pukalutnamas for use in the Mofussil, wuerverssveres
9 Deeds of all sorts, Should
" 10. Certificates of Health for Tnsurance Offices, not be at-
tested,

11 Ditto Demands against Estates, .
12, Ditto Life of Government Pensioners, wo.eeeuevverieresinsn

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient scrvant,

(Signed) W. I1. ELLIOT,
Chiief Magistrate.

SHIP-BURNING

To J. P. GRANT, Tisq,
Sceretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Sit—T am dirccted by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce to request the favor of your informing them if your Government have
for future prevention of Ship-buming. The
Committee beg leave to remind you that “the report of the Ship-Burning

Committee is dated October 20th, 1851, and to state to you that they are

decided upon any new 1

most auxious to see some act of legislation on the subject considering it to be
one of much moment to the commerce and shipping of the place.

T am, Sir,
Your obedient Servaut,

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
) Secretary.
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, June 10¢h, 18583.
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No. 447.

From G. PLOWDEN, Esq.,
. Officiati

Y to the Government of India,

To T. M. ROBINSON, Esq.,
Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commeree.

Sir,—TIn reply to your letter dated the 10th ultimo, T am directed to sta
Home Degt, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, that the sulj

(L) of the Ship-Buming Committec’s Report, dated the 30(h Octole;
1851, s still under the consideratio, of the Legishture, and that an A¢
for the future prevention of Ship-buning will probably be published shorly.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) GEORGE PLOWDEN,
ing Se to the of Tudia.

Council Chamber, July 841, 1853,

USURY LAWS,

To J. P. GRANT, Esq,
Secretury to the Government of India, Iome Department.

S, —T am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce 1o request the favor of your bringing to the notice of the Most Noble
the Governor General of India, that the repeal of the Usury Laws having
never been extended to this country ; British subjects are here liable to legal
1y transaction of business a rate of interest
above twelve per cent., while the natives of Tndia enjoy the privilege of employ-

ing their capital at any rate of interest mutually agreed upon between borrower
and lender.

prosecutions for charging upon an

The Commitige respectfully bog to sugg

I est that should it not be deemed
advisable to extend the law of Gireat Britai

in fo this country, an uniform legis-

xvii

Jation might with advantage be established for British subjects and natives of
; g

Tudia alike. Tam, S,

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Seeretary.
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, June 18th, 1853,

No. 448.
Frox G. PLOWDEN, Esq., .
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India,

To 'T. M. ROBINSON, Esq,
Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce.

Sim,—T am directed to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter dated the
18th ultimo, and in reply to statc, that the recommendation of

Hone Daat. the Chamber of Commeree for the repeal of the laws of usury
) Tadia as s been done in England, or for an wiform legis-
Tation for Tritsh subjects and Natives of India as. regards usury, will receive

the carly consideration of the legistature.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

GEORGE PLOWDEN,
. Officiating Secrctary to the G of Tndia.
Council Chamber, the 8th July, 1853.

CUSTOM HOUSE GHAUT.

To s COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS, CALCUTTA.
Caleutta, 29tk June, 1853.
Sm—T am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce to beg your attention to the state of the Custom House Ghaut.
The Ghaut commands a very fine tiver frontage, and might be made most
useful for all purposes required for the trade of the place, but from its present

c
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neglected state, it is frequently the cause of much injury to goods,

! t 9 and of g,y
delay in landing and shipping them, e

The bak descending to the siver is in a very bad state the whd,
round, and at this season is always i i 3 o, 5,
round, d 2t this season is always in a particularly dangerous condition, o,
ing when wet a most unsafe

remoral of goods.

footing 10 thecoolies working upon i iy

Loss of life has even oc m ing T ¥ loads, an?
fAlee has cven oceurred from men fall; ng under heavy loads, a;
general strik

e been the consequence, putting a stop to business for entir g
The want of cranes to st up heavy goods is
als, those at present on the ghaut being aly
HMuch injury
goods from the ra s, the two at present existing, of the dimensions of 60 f;

- 5 i i - ) -
by 30 feet cach, being totally inadequate to the purpose required.

The Committee beg to sug;

& very great inconvens
! most uscless from want of P
is also “occasioned by the want of she

ds on the ghaut, to prot-

) gest that, the construction of 2 G
with steps descending fo the river,

improved description, and the e

haut of maso;
provided with powerful crancs of the §

‘ ection of spacious sheds, would be a v
great convenience and benefit to the trade of the place.

T am, &c.,
(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Seeretary.
No. 279.
Frox tur OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUSTONMS,
. : CALCUTTA
o oL SECRETARY ro THE CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA

Dated the 1201 July, 1858.

letter of 29¢h ultimo,
Ghaut not appearing to be in
carly opportunity of bringing the

2nd—T helieve, howerer,
@nggerated. One accident }
Jection of more tha

Cl:mml}m,/:ﬁ; terlllx:,; to your T request you will inform the
a fit state, I shall takea
matter to the notice of superior authority.

that the dangerous state of the ghaut has been

i appened some. years ago ; but there is no recok
n this one in the Office,
31d—Nothing could }

before Octoher (he Ghau
fo determine vihay might

be done, at the Present season,
tcould be suffciently
be dongyto improve i,

nor do T suppose thit
examined (0 enable an engineer

xix

40T have delayed replying to your leter in the hope, that any nc\\i
arrangements for the Custom House, rendered neccssn'ry by the csp(;c(e(
apening of the Railway, might meanwhile perhaps be considered. As the Ghaut
on this sido the Flooghly and the terminus on the other may require to be con-
sected, T am wnwilling to ask the Gloverament to expend money until the

* whole question may be beforc them.

5th.—Tn the meantime, I have requested the Civil Architect to put one

erane at Jeast in serviceable condition.

T have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) S. BOWRING,
Officiating Collector of Customs.

Caleutta, Gout. Cus!am}
House, the 12tk July, 1853.

To W. I ELLIOTT, Esa.,
Chigf Magistrate of Caleutta.

Caleutta, 25th July, 1853,

Sir,—X am.directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to
bring to your notice, that an accident happencd on the afternoon of Saturday,
the 23rd instant, to. a cooly working on the Custom Iouse Ghaut, in conse-
quence of which the whole gang of ghaut coolics struck work, and the landing
of goods was put-a stop to.  Partics to whom it was of the greatest importance
to clear vessels discharging in the river endeavored to get their work done by
ticka coolics, but the whole of the regular ghaut coolies wnited in a body and
prevented their working. A similar state of things exists at this moment, and
the shipping business of the port is entirely suspended 5 T have therefore to
request that you will exereise your authority in putting a stop to this combina-
tion and strike among the coolics, and more partieularly that you will give your
attention to the dangerous state of the Custom Touse Ghaut, owing to which
the difficulty has arisen, and which is the cause of the most serious inconvenj-
ence to the business of the port.

T am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Seeretary.
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No. 436.
Frox tne CHIER MAGISTRATE,

To tne SECRETARY or mun CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

, CALCUTTY
250 July, 185,

. Si—On the reccipt of your letter of this date, T went to the Custy
IJousc Ghaut ; at its southern end known as Coila Ghaut, I found a number¢
sirears and coolies sitting idle on some ompty carts, T asked the reasm
ther idleness, and they said there had been a refusal on the part of the Custe
House coolies to. work, and therefore they (when T was speaking) did 1
know whether or not they might work. T said I thought they could not con
mence too soon, and they began immediately, without remonstrance from ay
-one, ' i

2.—1T then went to the front of the Cuustom House Ghaut, where a larg
mumber of men were collected 5 they said they could not work till the Ghaut v;
mcl:ldc(l. T told them they were at full liberty to leave off work, and gote
their houses for any number of months or years, but the merchants could gu
hundreds and thousands of men to supply their places, but they must not pre-
vent others working ; that had any one especially represented to me the stated
the Ghaut as unsafe, T would have ordered its repair immediately ; but that &
they had consented (o strike work, under the vai '
enforcing the repairs of the Ghaut,
weeks or months, to consider the m,
out directions ll the work was carried o g5 usual.

3.~They then said if T would promise to men;d
to work directly ; T replied that T would

cowree on the Ghaut, till they should o
t]{cn said that T had spoken fairly,
minttes Lleft the place, with al]
menced.  The Collector of Custo,
ous sircars were present.

A Tho T I -
- he English Laws “gainst combination of workmen o not extend to
tt{‘l ta, so t]lml the strike. would hardly be wighin my cognizance, T could
not discover t] 3 i o :
1at any man was prevented working by the coolics engaged in the
gag

strike ; should any f
; y foree be used, or such an
1 attempt, (], Polic
take measures and suppress i, vl the Pl ol of o

in impression probably d
T should take time, perhaps days, perhaps
atter, and should certainly do nothing with:

the Ghaut, they would s
make no such promise, nor spend 2
tto work. A considerable number
an({ that they would work, and in about ten
parties apparently satisfied, and work recom-

ms, his subordinate Mr. Bellew, and numer-

5.—A similarstrike took place lust year, but that was beyond all doub,
concerted by the sircars, and did not originate with the coolics.
6.—I have given orders that a lrge body of workmen be employed to-mor-
row moming on smoothing the bunk. .
T have the honor, to be, Sir,
Your most obedicnt servant,

(Signed.) W. H. ELLIOTT.

To A. R. YOUNG, Isq,
Junior Secretary to the Board of: Revenue.

Caleutta, 25th July, 1853.

Sir,—T am dirccted by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Com-
merce to wait upon you with the enclosed copies of correspondence between
this office and that of the Officiating Collector of Customs, on  the subject of
the state of the Custom House Ghaut.

The Committee beg that you will do them the favor of laying the corres-
pondence before the Board of Revenue, and at the same time bring to the
notice of the Board that the Comunittee cannot but consider the communication
of the Officiating Collector of Customs as very unsatisfactory.

The frequericy of the oceurrence of accidents on the Ghaut, and the consc-
quent interruptions of business, have not been exaggerated by the Committee,
as they can prove by ample testimony should such a confirmation of their
general statement be considered necessary.

On Saturday the 23rd instant an accident again oceurred to 2’ cooly on the
Ghaut, owing to its dangerous footing, and this accident, as usual, led to the
abandonment of all work on the Ghaut by the coolies, which has been continued
all through this day, and the cntire business of the port in loading and dis-
charging vessels in consequence suspended.

“The Committee respectfully beg the attention of the Board of Revenue to
the state of the Ghaut, and to urge upon their consideration the very great

necessity existing for the al

and imy in it suggested in the

Tetter No. 1 to the Officiating Collector of Customs.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) T M. ROBINSON,
Seeretary.
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To S. BOWRING, sq.,
Officiating Collector of Customs,

Caleutta, 2741 Juy, 155,

St —T am directed by the Committee of the
merce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
their communication on the subject of the
The Committee ill fecl much obliged by
Axchiteet has examined and sent any

the 12th instant, iy ey
state of - the Custom TTouso Gk

your informing them if e
report to your office on the state off
cranes and sheds on the Ghaut, and further by your favoring themy;

 copy of such a Report, should it have been received in your Offe,

Jetties,

T am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

. (Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
X Secretary,
No. 304.
Froxt Tim OFFICTATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS,
CALCUTN
To Tnx SECRETARY o e CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTT!

Dated the 27th July, 1853,

St,—Tn reply o your letter of fhis day, T heg
Civil Architect has reported on the state of the
@ copy of this Report has been sen 1o the Boar(

to inform. you, that i
cranes, jotties and sheds ; t

' 1 of Revenue, and is, probitk
ere this, before the Government, wih my recom

allowed and repairs be made,
2nd—T regret that T do nof

t fecl myself at libert
Report you desire to have,

Y togive a copy of 13
without an order from supe,

rior authority.

T am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) S, BOWRING,

Qfciuting Collector of Custom.

Caleutta, Custom TTouse,
274 July, 1853, }

Bengal Chaber of ¢,

mendation, that Tron cranes b

xxiii
No. 1003.

] TCRETARY 1o mim )
Trox i OFFICIATING JUNIOR SFCI}SOARD O NUE,
To tns SECRETARY ro iz CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
Tort William, the 28th July, 1853.
Sir—With reference to your letter dated the 25th instant, I am dirccted by
—

the Bonrd of Revenue to forward to you . copy of one ad-
dressed by order of the Board, to Messrs. Gillnders, Arbuth-
.

Custons
E.Cunmty,

not and Co., in reply to a communication from them on the

same subject. T have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) A. R. YOUNG,
Officating Junior Secretary.

No. 1001.
5 OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY o i
Frox mie OFFICTA BOARD or REVENUE,
To Mussis, GILLANDERS, ARBUTHNOT, axp Co.,, CALCUTTA.
Fort William, the 284k July, 18583.

GENTLEMEN,— With reference to your letter of the 23rd instant, and its
ENTLEMEN, o i

enclosure, T am dirceted to inform you that, on receipt of a report

on the subject from the Officiating Collector of Customs, the

Board have already applied to Government to have the unserviceable cranes

Customs.

replaced by new and efficient ones, and the sheds -and wharf generally put in
proper repair. o o }

2id. The Officiating Collector’s attention will be immediately directed to
the state of the Ghaut, and he will be instructed to take measures for having
the cvil complained of remedied, should this not have been done already.

1 have, &c.,

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG,
Officiating Junior Secretary.

Tort” William,

Board of Revenue, }
the 281k July, 1853.




OUT-PASS SYSTEM.

XXV
ment dues, viz., control over the Goods on

Para, 22nd, T havo had representations
made to me on the hardships experienced by
Masters of Vesscls under thio prgsent Custom
Touse arrangements. Tho Merchants land

which the dues are levied, cannot be
allowed to continue, and it is desirable
also on other grounds that it should
be put an end to ; for Dbesides the risk

No. 1067.

Troxt tur OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY 1o i
BOARD or REV

ENUE
To T. M. ROBINSON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Chamber of Commerce.

Dated Tore William, the 19t August, 185

Customs,

Stm,—Tt has been brought to the notice of the Board¢
E. Cunnr, Esa.

Revenue by the Officiating Collector of Customs, that abu
of the privilege allowed to Tmporters of landing their Goods direct at their os:
Godowns, by means of out-passes, is now systematically and almost universall
practised.  On this subject the Board have already on several occasions beent
communication with the Chamber of Commerce, and measures have bee
suggested and adopted with & view to check this tendency to abuse with i
Jeast possible inconvenience to the Commerce of the Port. Those measure
scem however not to have been attended with any uscful result.

. 2nd. “Whatever the abuses may have heen formerly,” writes Mr. Bowry
in his Report of the 22nd ultimo—* these have now reached a height which ¥
“ seems absolutely necessary to check. I have Deen infor it
“ position to form a just opinion on the subject, that one
“of the Goods imported into Caleutta, a
“ Merchants’ godowns without payment of
“the duty paid at the convenicnce
“some cargo books T have examined with a vioy

med, by persons int
-half if not three-fourths
re taken dircet from the ships to th:
duty, and are afterwards entered, ank

v of testing the above opinios
c-fourths would be no exagge
from Tiverpool, landed Tately the
; one of which came to the Custon
while the only pass granted was for two tons of coals,”

3rd. Tt is obvious that a system which leaves the Customs Authoriti

out the only legitimate and effectual means of enforcing payment of the Giovern:

it would seem that the statement of even thre
“ration. The ship 1Wm. Carey, of 688 tous,
< whole of lier cargo of manufactured Goods,
“ House,

withe

of the banyans of the Tmporters,  Tron |

{holr Goods without paying duty, and when the 6 (he Grovernment revenue such a sys-
Master wi ar, ho is called on to " ) ° '
‘account for his import cargo, which is in the  tem as is shown in the extract on the
Tunporter's Ware-houses, The duties ave then . " T
settad, ot tho ship 15 detained wniil o margin from the Collector’s Report
halanced, sometimes a_mattor o _— .
reovenionce, and hieh tho Masters  already referred to, s productive of
incur entirely through tho fault of the consig-

nees of the Goods,

great inconvenienc to partics who are

in no way to blame in the matter.

4th. As all other means have failed, the Collector has determined, with the
Board’s sanction, to use the powers with which the law has invested him for
checking the abuse in question, and after sufficient warning, of which due notice
will be given, the provisions of Section VIIL, Act No. XVI. of 1837, will be
strictly onforced.

sthe Tn to you this
Board to express a hope that the Chamber of Commerce will use its influence
to secure the obsorvance of the law, and thus obviate the necessity of the

T am desived by the

enforcement of the heavy penalty which it provides.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedicnt servant,

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG,

Officiating Junior Secretary.
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xxvi
Frox e SECRETARY To0 wui BENGAL CHAMBER or
COMMERey

To A. R. YOUNG, Esaq, . ';
Offciating Junior Secretary to the Board of T,

Caleutta, 1st September, 1853,

Sir,—X am dirccted by the Committee of the Bengal Ch;
meree to ackuowledge the receipt of your favor, No. 1067, of the 19t ulin
stating that in consequence of the abuse made by Importers of Goods of i:
out-pass system, the Board of Revenue have determined to authorse &
Collector of Customs to put into strict enforcement the
VIIL, Act No. XVI. of 1837.

The Committee have only to remark that the remedy for any such supps:

abuses of the system in practice has always been in the power of the Cusle
House Authorities, and that if it be contemplated to bring all Goods ot
Custom House Wharf, it becomes more than ever indispensable that prop
accommodation in sheds, jettics, wharfs and cranes,

should be provided for &
large and valuable trade of the Port,

The Committee further beg to bring to the notice of the Board of Rever
that with the iuerease of the "Trade of the P
ing increase made in the Custom House Tstablishmnent, and that with the g
sent number of hands employed in the Department, (]

through under the Rule proposed to be enforced,
Consignees cannol pay duty at once, but will he
duty can be receive

ort, there has heen no correspor
e work cannot be g

ave to wait for days befe
d by the Customs Offcials for Goods.
After three o'clock no chelans are receive

milttee the Custom House working
0 4 olock for receiving chelans,
It canuot be doubted but that the

ed and in the opinion of the Cec
howrs should be extended to 5 o'clock, &

. system of granting out-passes and ol
relaxations in the Custom House Raules, Vyere made by the Collector of Ci:

toms upon the conviction that without such fucilfies being given to the Imje;

ters of Goods, their business could ot have baon got through by the Offee
of the Custom Iouse without great delay and M

the Commitice can most fully  confirm,
if these facilitics are now to be withdrawn

Inconvenience, a convition wli
and eg to urge upon the Board t
at the dation of the Offé

amber of €

provisions of Seciz

xxvii

r L anagement of
Department woreefliciont, will be absolutely necessary for the manager
opr
the trade of the Port.
T am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

T. M. ROBINSON,
Secretary.

(Signed)

No. 347.

T AT ICTOR or "TOMS,
Trow e OFFICIATING COLLECTOR or CUS' JCAILCUTTA’

v o » COMMERCE,
To rur SECRETARY 1o te CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
o BECG CALCUTTA.

Sir,—I have to request you will inform the Chamber that in consequence of
Jarge qunnites of Gondls, and i some stances enire Cargoes, having been taken
dircet from Ships to the Merchants’ Godowns without any duty having lfcen
paid, the provisions of eSection VIIL,, Act No. XVI. of 1837, will be stricdly
enforced on and after Monday, the 19th of September next, and all Goods
found out of the track described iu the Boat-notes covering them in transit, will
be confiscated.

2nd. T also beg you will inform the Chamber that when Tnvoices are admit-
ted a5 proof of the value or of the quanity of Goods, it will be necessary
that the original Invoices unmutilated should be produced, not merely copies
even certified as such by the C but d that the Mercl
would themselves admit as good and proper Tnvoices. Some Iouses have
obj

ous to_allow the Natives employed about the Custom Touse to see their
Tuvoices, in which case, if any confidential person is sent with the original and
a copy with the necessary particalurs only, T will myself comp

are them, and
admit the latter as sufficient.

3rd. - Tbeg also to remark thatif the Merchants of Caleutta, were to employ
generally a better class of men to conduct their business at the Custom House,

much delay might be obviated. At present T sometimes recet applictions mere..

ly because they are wnintelligible, when retumed. and worded in & mumer to he

ating: Collector .of Customs, some change, 1o render the whole Custom Hox

desstood they e at once complid with. This remark, of cowse, only

applies to the Native Sirears, but many Tonses huve 1o other Agents,
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th. Tt would perhaps also fuciliate business if Morchants woull ifo
who their Custom House Agents really are. : "
Under the present arrangements, I believe one Native often Jeaves s by
ness to be performed by another, possibly very ill-qualified.  On one o
Jately, o Sircar offered to sign an application on behalf of axy I
stould name ; and on another, five diferent Sircars gar
applications for the same Goods, all five signing as
House,

©as many contradicyy,
authorized by the same

I have the honor, &c.,

(Signed)  S. BOWRING,

Officiatis
Calertta, Custom House, } Wiciating Collector of Custon:

The 80tk August, 1853.

Trox muz SECRETARY to tne BENGATL CHAMBER or

To 8. BOWRING, Esq,

Officiating Collector of Customs.

Caleutta, 8th September, 1853,

Sit—T am directed by the Committee of the Bengal .Chambcr of Con-
:ncr]ce to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tl|4_-°30ﬂ) ultimo, intimating
“u é :,,»(:,',m{,",bg tl;:z, “ on and after Monday, the 19th instant, the provisions o
@ e ; Ly Act ZXVI.'of 1837, will be strictly enforced, and all Goods
o und out of the track deseribed in the boat-notes covering them in transit, il

e confiscated.” '

Th? Committee beg to remark that, under the enf
great inconvenience and
sion and extortion be ex
on the River, inasmuch

dc!ny may arise to Merchants, and very great oppres-
crc{scd upon the boatmen by the Custom House Officers
e e, el st will be practically impossible to decide what wil
p escribed in the boat-notes, from every mooring in the River to!
ever; aut on its k, i oo, i
oo yﬁdc nuT;:: l;s ek, undcrfcvcry vatiely of circumstances, of bores, win, |
. 5 ommittee can foresce, in {] i
) » i the operation of the rule i
a most it N e ‘ule in qucsllfm,
ae ; ul source of disputes, and conflicting assertions between the boat- »
1 and the Custom House Officers, and would suygacst
suggest,

Government would be equally as o the sy of

well attained, and much inconvenience to the |

COMMERCE, -

forcement of this rule, very ~
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public, as well as to your own Office, avoided, if, instead of reviving the rle in
question, a new one were to be passed and enforced, making all Gools Jiable to
confiscation when found to be fanding at any Ghaut on the River, different from
that specified in the boat-notes covering them. Under such a rule no (Imf];l could
ever exist as to the facts of an asserted violation of its. provisions against any
parties accused, and it appears to the Committee, that the supervision of evon
two or three active Officers on shore, would be more cfficient for the protection
of the Revenue under such a rule, than that of fifty afloat on the River, for the
enforcement of the provisions of the Act of which your letter under acknow-
ledgment gives notice.

On paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of your letter, the Committee have no particular
romatks to offer.  They have every confidence that there is no Member of the
Chamber who will not most willingly enable the Collector of Customs to satisfy
Limself as to the description and value of Gioods imported, by the production of
the original invoices, or in dny other manner that, may be deemed necessary, and
while they must protest against all vexatious and wnnccessary obstructions, the
Members of the Chamber will, the Committee feel assured, be always found
ready and anxious to second whatever changes may be proposed for the proper
and efficient working of the Customs Department.

Tn exprossing this eonfid tion of the C

in the co-o] inl body in

+ securing such efficiency, the Committee must state their conviction that, without

a material increaso of the Custom House stablishment, the despateh so
necessary in business cannot be attained.

. I am, &c.,
(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON, -
Secretary.
No. 1138.

TFrom Tor OFFICIATING JUNIOR SECRETARY to Thi
BOARD or REVENUE,
To T. M. ROBINSON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Bengal Chamber of Commerece.

Fort William, the 5l Septenber, 1853.

Custons. Sim,—With reference to your letter of the 1st instant,

Toam directed to state that it is not contemplated by the
Bonrd of Reveue to-abolish dhe out-pass system, a meastre which, as justly

E. Cummn, sa,
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observed by the Chamber, would require an increase fo the accommolai |
. . |
now available for the import trade ; but merely to prevent the abuse of 11.‘2
0 RIS "

system which the Olficiating Collector reports has become almost: wivery)
AN that s requi si |
: qired of Tporters desirons of passing Goods wnder outus |
according o the existing system is, that they should make entry of their Gaof,

and abtain the out-pass before removing them from the ship, instead of takig
them out of the ship, under boat-notes for the Custom House Wharf, and eary. |
ing them off to their own Godowns, without any passes at all,

The Board cannot suppose that the due observance of this rule, which
though in practice habitually neglected, has always been an c
of the out-pass arrangement, will be attended with any inconvenience. They ¢
will howerer communicate: with the Offciati ; |
i e numtnlc with the Officiating Collector of Customs on fle |
subject of the Chamber's suggestion for increasing the number of working hous |
and regarding. the means gencrally of ox s i
the Custom 1louse.

ential condition :

pediting the despatch of business in |
i

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) A, R. YOUNG,
Ofjiciating Junior Secretary,
Frox 1 SECRETARY 1o tup BENGAL CHIAMBER o
COMMERCE,
To A. R. YOUNG, Esq,
Qfficiating Junior Secretary to the Board of I

Caleutta, 16t September, 1853,

Sir,—T am dirceted by the Committee of the B
merce. to acknowledge the recei
and to express their thanks for

i ngal Chamber of Con-

|{n of y'cmr letter, No, 1138, of the 5th instant,

the explanation it cor y

the B v vi .

-Z n;;r(l of Revenue with regard to the out-pass system, to which the. C

the hoas e ; N ch the. Com-
have o objections to urge, provided only that the Custom House

crenue, |

ains of the intentions of

Lstablishment is rendered cflicient for their execution,
The first paragraph of your letter unde
contemplated to abolish the out-

system “Dbut merel
contemplited f cre
of that system which the Officitine

§ 5
“ almost wniversal,”

ly to prevent.the abuse

v acknowledgment states, that it s not |,

a
!

Collector of ustoms reports has become
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Phe Committee feel called on to respeetfully request to be informed in what

ing Collector of Customs makes s sweeping charge against

sense the Off
the Commercial Conmunity generally.

1 am, &e.,

(Sigued) T. M. ROBINSON,

Secretary.

No. 398.

Trox 2 OFFICTATING COLLECTOR or CUSTOMS,
CALCUTTA,

To e SECRETARY ro o CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
CALCUTTA.

Dated the 29th Septémber, 1853,

Sim,—Clonstant complaints being made to me by the Sircars of this Office
that Merchauts refusc to discharge the Marine and other bill§ presented for pay-
ment, and the Merchants complaining apparently with -cqual reason that such
bills are often presented after the accounts to which they refer have been closed,
and that the firm s subjected to inconvenience or loss by the demand being
made after so long delay ; T beg to suggest, for the consideration of the Cham-
Ter, that such differences might be avoided, if the Merchant would in all cases,
when bills are presented from this office, note the date of presentation on the
back of such account. .

T trust the Chamber will sce no objection in recommending such a note to he
made by all houses on the back of the Custom Honse bills, so that it may be at
once scen, whether the bills have been duly presented or not.  Should the
Chamber be willing to adopt my suggestion, 1 shall of course give no credit to
any statement by a Sirear that e has presented a bill, unless a note to that

effect appear on the back.

I have, &e.,

(Signed) S. BOWRING,
QYiciating Collector of Customs.
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Frox toe SECRETARY 10 Tui CIIAMBER or COMMERCE,

To S. BOWRING, Esq,

Oficiating Collector of Customs. |
Caleutta, 25t October, 1853, |
Sim,—T am dirccted by the Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commer |
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 898, of the 20th ultimo, recon. |
mending that Merchants should note on all bills issued from the Custom Hou |
the dates of their presentation for payment, in order to put a stop to the frequen i
complaints mutually made on the subject of such bills. |
The Committee will gladly recommend the practice to the adoption of th |
Members of the Chamber, but would at the same time suggest that the date of

issuing all Marine or oher bills to the Collecting Sirears, should be noted by the

Custom Touse on the face of such bills, and further that that issuc should bs |
made within seven days from the date of the liability being incurred. In such|
case Agents would be deprived of any reasonable grounds for pleading that |

t
ships and other-accounts were closed, while in cases of delay on the part of the |

Collecting Sircars, the fault would be apparent on presentation of the bills, ad |
more pointedly attract the attention of those interested. The knowledge of the
Sircars that the bills themselves carried the means of detecting their idleness
would further be a wholesome check on them.

The Committce feel assured that the Commercial body generally woull
readily aid in thus carrying out your wishes.

.
Iam, &c.,
(Signed) I M. ROBINSON,

Secretary.

i

DRAFT POST ACT.

No. 1070.
‘ TING UNDER-SECRETARY 70 THE
o e OPFICIATING T2 GOVERNMENT or BENGAL,
o rms SECRETARY 710 THE CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Dated Fort William, the 25th May, 1853.
ST am dirccted by the Most Noble the Govemnor of Bengal
: ¥ o . -
Gererl. ¢ orward to you herewith a Copy of a Draft Act forf tl;c V-
e and for the Regulation of the Duties of Postage,
agement of the Post Office and for g B D s

b i n itse
for any observa or sugg! o) p

b c v fer.
Commerce may have to offe I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) W. GORDON YOUNG,
Offy. Under-Secy., to the Govt. of Bengal.

; SECRETARY o 1 BENGAL CHAMBER or
Trox s SECRETAR COMMERCE,
V. RDON YOUNG, Esq.,
o W- GO . Q[}:l/.’l]ﬂdl_'r— Secy., to the Govt. of Bengal.
Caleutta, June 3rd, 1853,

Sim—T am directed by the Committee of the Bengal Obamber of Colm.nercc
to acknowledge the reccipt of your favor of the 25th ultimo, nmll .to (]‘ﬂ;‘}:"y‘?o‘:
for the consideration of the Most Noble the Governor of Bengal |:| Ds[c:x:l‘.c |=Pnst
the perusal of the Committee nmr ;‘ ])12\le Actff;:o:l\:g?{:mngcmcn

aulations of the Dutics of 3
OIF:;]G‘: ‘l‘()lr:?: jﬂx‘cct f:c;: circulation among the Members of the Comml;;(cc, and
as soon as returned with their annotations, shall be forward to your Office.
1 am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Sceretary.
¢




To W. GORDON YOUNG,

SQUIRE,
Qffiy. Under-Seay., to the Govt. of Bengal.

Caleutta, 2900 July, 1853, |

Sim—With reforence to your lefter of May 25th, T now have the howr
to submit to you for the consideration of the Most Noble the Govemg |
of Bengal, the following obsersations and suggestions of the Chamber of Con, |
merce through its Gommittce, on the proposed Act for the Managoment
the Post Offce and for the regultion of the Dutics of Tostage.” R
Sections I1. and IIT—By these Sections the exclusive. vight of carin
Tetters is vested in the 5. I. Company, with certain specified :xccplion:’ b
Clause No. 2, of Seetion IT., an exception is made in favor of “letters st |
by  private friend on his way, journey, or travel, &c.” while in Cluuses 8 al |
4, of Seetion TIL, Passongers on Board Ships, Steam Boats, or Passag |
Boats, are absolutely probibited from earr vofs

ing such lettors, under pain ofe
heavy penalty provided for by Seetion IV, e o e 0“1

The Chamber s of opinion, that the same exceptions ought to be applicabl |
to travellers by water as by land. ° i

. - |
Section VIL—Provides for the rates of Post:

| St V11 P age to be levied on news: |«
. ried and ot imported, and the Chamb res wi )
that the proposed rates.bear very wnequall e oo
o y unequally on the two classes, to the serious |
isadvantage of local newspapers.

) . |

o the great bulk of néwspaper readers in- Todin,

] the Tocal journals are |
of far more interest than those imported ¢ v advort,

an possibly be, from their advertise- |
o ' : 3 cir advertise- |
" ns]'lml other contents affecting the daily interest of most classes. The |
ham 4 ceive vali . ) i
nber cannot conccive any valid reason why an equal rate should not e |

Tevied on both classes of newspapers ; and camestly try e Most Noble
of newspapers ; and can
] H ne: 2 J
| ly trust that

the Draft Act be so changed.
Seetion IX.~—Decl:

L \ Declares «that every person who shall enclose in o news-
paper, or printed, or engraved paper, ay letter,
. L o
it any word, communication,

y be induced to recommend that this provision of |

paper, or thing, or shall put on
or mark other than the name and address of the |

art; vhom it s sent,”
 par 1yl to é})om it shall be sent,” shall for every such offence forfeit fifty Rupees. ;
he 5] i ;
e mfnbcr lcjpcctfu]]y submits that the penalty is an extreme one, and |
he offence in question would he hetter dealt s |

Delieved to be the Taw in England in such e

with by the adoption of what s |
i es. There parti ioted of |
80 using newspapers as C icati et |
g Papers as a means of communication, are punished by the exac-

tion of double or treble Postage on the 1 WSpaper so us as for
ehle Postage
e o ewspaper so used, caleulated
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Jeter of the same weight, and the Chamber is strongly of opinion that & similar
peanlty here would b found practeally far wmore efficient in repressing  the
offence in question than the heavy fine it is now proposed to Jay.
Section XVIT—The additional Postage to Dbe levied under this Scetion
on Ship letters, (not liable to British Packet Postage) is objectionable, because
it s @ heary charge in addition to Tulind Postage. No_ remmeration out of

tho fax is allowed to the private Ship-owner, and in that respect it would be
bt fair fo assimilate Government owned Saifing and Stewn Vessels. - The
Chamber submits (hat the extra charge should be confined to the one amna
proposed 1o be allowed to the Commanders of Vessels so lunding lotirs, and
solicits TTis Tordship's favorable rccommendation of that lmitation. I the
present days the-bulk of such letters, with the excepion of fhose from Arra-
can, Burmah and the Temsserim Provinces, merely ontain duplicate. Shipping
documents, and are legitimately. entitled to such reduced postage.

ion XX XI—Provides a penalty to he levied from Stamp Venders,

« convicted of refusing, or wnnecessarily delaying without reasonable. excuse to
furnish Postage Stamps.”.

“The Chamber is of opinion, that it should be made compulsory on Stamp
Venders at all times to keep up a suflicient stock of Stamps, otherwise, in the
event of there being none available, letters must necessarily be forwarded
« hearing,” subject to the tax of double Postage, as provided for in Scction
XX. of this Act.

Such compulsion is the more necessary as Dby Seetion XXXVI. of the Act
power is reserved to the Governor General in Council ¢ to dircet that all or
any letters, packets, or parcels, shall not be forwarded by Post unless the
Postage thereof shall be pre-paid, by means of a proper Stamp or Stamps, or to
charge on all letters, &c., on which the Postage should not be pre-paid such
Jigher rates of Postage than would otherwise be payable as from tme to
time be deemed expedient.”

“Phe Chamber therefore would urge some modification of this Seetion, so as
to protect the public from a tax resulting from a want of Stamps, over the
supply of which it can have no control.

Phe Charaber docs not observe any mention in the proposed Act of the
establishment of @ system of Post Oflice Money Oders, such us is now’ so
lasgely in use in the United Kingdom. The present appears to the Chamber
ty of obtaining such orders

« convenicnt time for its introduction. The fa

wonld be & great boon to the public, and the Chanmber respectflly begs to bespealk
Tlis Lords d of the i

id and

ip's favorable




The foregoing are the principal points that scem to call for Tevision, Ly
before cl

g this commymication, I am desired to express most respectflly
Jthe opinion of the Chamber, that the penalties for a breach of the provisions of
the contemplated Act, appear in many instances to be enacted in a spirit of
exeessive severity.

The rates of Postage: propased to be levied are so moderate that to 1 cor. |
responding extent, the temptation to evade the law is lessencd, and with moe
moderate penalties there would be a greater chance of their Deing successfully
levied, and the exposure of the people to the extortion of subordinate agents
more particularly in the Mofussil, would be diminished. )

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) T. M. ROBINSON,
Seeretary,

_—

DRAFT ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL'S ACT.

To G. A. C. PLOWDEN, Esq.,
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India,

ZHome Department.

Sim,—The publication of the draft of « a1

the office and duties of Administrator Gren,

concerned of again respectfully protesting

the office of llmt'fuuciionnry, and T am instructed by the Chamber of Com-
merce, through its Committee, to submit 1o you,
Most Noble the Governor General in Council, the
rally

1 Act to amend the law relating to
eral,” affords an_ opportunity to all
against the monopoly now vested in

for the consideration of the

¢ objections strongly and gene-
urged against the Jaw as it now is, and whi o o

ich by
contemplated Act wi ¥ the proviions of (¢

ill be rendered even more hostile to non-official Toxecutors

and Administrators to estates of deceased persons,
Ly i " vavs folt o 7 o

L 01:3 public has always felt aggricved by the change of aw made in 1849,

" ly as injuriously and unnecessarily affecting private rights long recognized
oth by law and custom, but as having been introduced ung ety

and infamous defaleations of the offi

had brought numbers to penury ay

time when the enormous B?Sonnb]y,‘ e
Intestate and other cstates cial g“-’\l’l]l“" of

id misery, while
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1o complaints were heard as fo the general management of interests entrusted
o private Exccutors and Administrators.

The object of Government in the change was, no doubt, the supl.‘mscd greater
sccurity of cstate property 3 but it s contended with trath dhat its only real
offect was the creation of a very impolitic and unjust monopoly for the benefit
of a public officer, while to those really inferested no protection was sccured beyond.
that which they were already in full enjoyment of.

Prior to the Act of 1849, the Ecclesiastical Registrar of the Supreme Court
excreised the same functions as the Administrator Geeneral of the present day,

the only real difference being that the former was the officer of that Court, in
the Judges of which the appointment was vested, while the present officer is
the servant of Govermnent and appointed by it.

All testators who conceived that greater safety was secured by a public
tather than a private manager of their property, were then entitled to avail
themselves of the Registrar’s services ; but, at the same time, if they prefer-
red those of friends or agents in whom they had confidence, and in the great
majority of instances such is the case notwithstanding the change in'the Jaw,
they made their wills accordingly, and in the full knowledge of the remuneration
that their representatives would reccive,

Prior to the Act of 1849 a commission on the assets of estates was the
That Act
conferred the xight on the public officer alone, poremptorily excluding private

right equally of the public officer and of private excoutors, &c.

exceutors from any such remuneration whatever. The right of testators to
a

make p was, indeed, but a statutory declaration of that
right would scarcely scem to have been necessary.

Tt is Delieved that the Jaw of Great Britain not allowing a commission to
executors, &c., is the ground of the above exclusion ; but, it must be re-
membered, that social relations in Tndia vary, in many respects widely, from
those of the United Kingdom. There a man might be called on once or

twice in a lifetime to act as cxceutor as a matter of private friendship. TIn

|
i

Tndia it is far otherwise. The majority of Europeans, when possessed of
what they deem a competency, quit the country, but leave their property
behind them invested in Indian sceurities.

The existence on the spot of tl
amount of property necessitates the appointiment of local executors or adm

trators, and in consequence the members of agency firms and other individuals
are cofstantly called on to act in those capacities as a mere matter of busincss,
The Chamber cannot conceive any valid xeason swhy the diffiult and respon-
sible managoment of the estates of docensed persons, should be excluded from
its deserved recompence more than any other de

Dtion of agency.
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T am further instructed fo remark

ed by will it would not reach ady
* the ease of Insolvent cstates, and
beneficially interested

that ceven if that compensation yyere ro,
5 ity
hiere the Pary
ans of securing a iy ey
that testators and administrators il

ministrators acting under excoutors
more. especially of cstates ]
are minors, there exists no me:
ueration by consent of those partics ;
continnie 1o appoint those in whom they have confidence, and vl
in the welfare of their familics, in preference
khow nothing 5 that sueh nominees will cont

as in such circumstances will ever be the case, will be, and ceessful,
evaded.

o are interesyy
to a public officer of whom [
e to acty and that ghe by,

The Chamber of Commerce solici
reconsideration by the Most N,
hardships of the present law as
of the Act of 1849 as doprived privat.
theretofore enjoyed by the public ot lurge.

A copy of a petition, present:
gulation of 1849, signed 1y

-ed to my present communication,

With reference to the Act to amend the law

of Administrator General,

ts respectfully but eamestly the favouly
oble the Governor Gieneral in Council of it
ow set forth, and prays the repeal of so
@ individuals of rights and privega
2d'to Government on the occasion of the Re

merous. firms and individual parties is appenk

relating to the office and duis
5 now under the consideration of Ilis Lordship i
ires to make the folloiving remarks on some of is

Provisions,
Sections 7 and 8 state the se

euity o be given by the Administrator Generd
and his two sureties, The

amount is moderate, and the Chamber, in re
cognizing its moderation, solicits the interfer

he seeurity required from priy
At present private Adminiss
to find sceurity by themselyes
estimated value of gl assets
Chawber is of op;

ate Administrators on 5 more e
tators (executors of conrge
and two sureti

quitable. footig
give none) are obligd

s for double the amount of e
of cach estate

mot be altogether done away

Section 9 exeludes eredio,
tration, or lettes, ad colljye
trator General over them,
ship, as depriv
of an estate,

with,
5 from the righy of taking out letters of adminis-
da bona, by a preference to the Adminis-
Tn insolyent estates this is felg 4o be a.
ing those naturally most futcresteq in

oF the opportmity of gy ;

o its capabilitios ; qnq iy 15 prayed that his
restored-as it existed prior g 139,

giving

great hard-
the  successful winding up
benefit of (hejy better knowledge
xclusion be omitted, and the law

Tence of the Government to phee
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s i ssulman or ITindoo,
fioi 11 provides that if any person, not being n Mus?r m o Hiodor,
e ' iddenci within one
?Ic lic whether within the presidencies or not, and that, ihin one o e
L s of adwministration,
. Dall have applied for probate or letters of administration, A
person shall have s

i ke etters of administration.
g e st 1 . ot f o 0 g
Tl‘w'lime lwg g‘:;lt‘::::s:l):(t; .rigm to deal with the estate when the will
e o Tven when excntors and will are both proseut at one
e 'h? -‘l?"“” IJ;v:llcr|y impossible for them to take out probate nufl give
e oy, shol i dcansd. s possesed of property in tho
the requisite authority, sho e

inistration i e jurisdictions
etters of administration in those jurisd
idencics, to take out letters of a

other presidencics,
in the alloted time. . ) P
" ;’5‘ in many instances wills arc known to exist that cannot he got withi

ut in mar Is ate kn i

ibed time. Yet g the

entitle erfere vexatiously under the circumstances, and. w indeed be
itled to interfe: S | d umstances, and. would
o inte

General would be

isi in Sceti r the pay-
ted to do soin all cases by the provision made in Scotion 18 for the pay-
prompted s
i issi d costs.
ent of his commission and o ) . o
" '1'1 oppressive working of the limitation of time proposed might be ¢ \
h ‘°] n iety of cases; but the Chamber submits respectfully, that cm:u;l;x
through a varic 5 e o Lt cnough
I ba dvanced to warrant a considerable modification of this provision
has been a
cted with it. .
t, and of all counceted with ) "
ACS tion 19 provides « that any payment or delivery of assets to any ‘lc.an 3
i . i nistrator
1 cntitled in distribution, which shall be made by an Adn;n o,
o I’ stra-
: " sl fter the expiration of one year from the grant of letters lof xu"mlml "
M, . i i ade, sha be allowed to
i der which such payment or delivery shall be made, s]\?!l e allo 4 o
e A trator Greneral as against all creditors or other claimauts agains ‘
o i ice befor ino suel
- Ad';""; debts or claims he shall not have had notice before making such
estate of whose del 2
delivery.” S
P (ll be :’ very proper safe-guard to the public officer, provided t!jx;\t
This would ; Cnistratore, X
. fits were cqually extended to private exccutors and administra =
‘ . ' i i cons just to those
» bv:ln w stands, the protection is partial, and consequently unju
the clause now stands,
excluded. o to Ad
cction 22 provides i ralo o
f lS cent., two-fifths of which, however, are, in the case of
of five per cont., [

encral by a

or Gener: fic y him into the public treasury, and to be car-
id by him into the publi ury, an

encral of Bengal, to be paid ; . ; lio)

r.c o l‘c‘ account and credit of the Fast India Company, in consideration ¢ of the

ied he 2 a

expenses y ill be i y o ia Company.”
d fesponsibility which will be incurred by the Tast India C |11| R
s and fes be inonred | s 1 ‘
‘PAnsmlgl expenses of collection and distribution are by Scetions 23 and 25 to
eXpensces ¥ ’ " °
" Iylt] e Administrator General, and the costs incurred in the cases con.
be horne by the
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t
emplated, by subsequent scctions are to be met out of
to see for what expenses under the f e 1
be Jiable, and the tax of two per cen
ponsibilty alon,
That responsibility i
2 ibility is however
o o e I 1, nowhere defined : and the i
y of opinion that it ought to be taken in the way of s
i et gt oo o Y of guarantee to the pulfe
: - Admin
] Scction 26 prohibits all private executors
charge for anythis i .
s ol g};nc 1g| done 13 these capacities ; and is highly objecti
ral grounds strongl i e
i eners] & . gly urged in my present communicat; )
commryam 3 P?clnve action, which British subjects have al et
he spirit an i i it
pi i practice of English law, and which in tly —
he present in-

stance is unnecessa
ary, as the proibiti
st e sy, prohibition formed one of the provisions of Act
. ! c
Scetion 81 dircets the pay

, yment by .
Company's Treasuries of thei gy the Administrator General into the T, T

“300h June, whicherer shal ﬁm]mi))ecnvefP:esidencies on 31st December and
time of the granti pen afer the expirat

e xpiration of
Py mﬁ dimct,:_dof 411]ny letters of adminislmtioxlx und OHOII(X’D:" from the

ed to be mad cor the Act.  Simil
b e on every subseq . Similar

. quent 31st Decemb:
er and 30th

states’ assets, it is
it is diffiu]
proposed Act the Fast India Compang 1:
3 .
t. must therefore be meant to coyer ﬂlZ r:
5

or administrators from making
1 a
g

. Under this enactment cstate fund.
;rs General for periods varying fro
he Chamber considers this

- P
v:;]d remain in the hands of Administra
m 12 to !
i s from | Pﬁvﬂcls months, free from all control
sest the . o . -
C;:use h ﬂo]lowmg modification and cn]argim M e
2 i, 4 " iy
N Pn,*,i ,‘,,,’ ;lm all estate funds collocted by the Ady s
0 the i i o
e ris:wcuvc general treasuries aftor t‘l‘““;ﬂwrb o
grauting of letters of administragi i
months from the et e
e ration, and that af ¢ irati i
e ot e uch payments into the said treasu, s ey o
* m ] e i
s ot o e vested by the Treasury officers j (;” S
| he several i ° " o '
Scetion 85 burdens estat i o

ishi o5 with
Tishing schedules, and of overy ref all cos
ference ay

for by Sections 33 and 34

and woull
ons of this
neral should
six months

ts a
nd expenses of Preparing
g

od examination by Auditore and pub-

Chamber is of opinion tha s provided

. t these ch
ministrators charges ought
General or by the Govemmcnlg‘ tdefmy t0be borne ither
out of

on the estate,

The
by Ad
porshonx of the commission levied

ections i
o 5 86 and 87 dircet the ¢

ral should th N ourse to be foll, .
e Auditors lowed against -
5¢e reason 10 belicve thay e g the Adwministrators
ormer officers |
have

their Tespective pro-

xli

and by Section 38 the costs of the

ovisions of this Act,
veral presidencics

st conformed 10 the pra
ered by the Supreme Courts of the se

proceedings iy bo ord

1o be borne by the estates.

The sume objection applies three preced-

here as has been urged against the
ing Sections.

‘The Chamber presumes fusther
‘seere with the right of parties beneficially
cantrol of Administrators General from brir
ardinary course of law for any Taches or breaches of trust.

Settons 45 and 49 apply exclusively o the Presidencies of Madras and Bom-
bay, and the Chamber abstains therefore from all comment on them in ignorance
at may make such provisior

that nothing in the present Act is meant fo
nterested in the estates under the

iging these officers fo account by

15 nocessary, but the pro-

of the Jocal circumstances th
te uncluimed monics, free

visions themselves enable the G ¢ to approp
ofintrest within a very Tinited period indecd, only fiftcen years.

The Chamber begs to bring to the notice of the Most Noble the Governor
Genesal in Couneil that 1o provision is made in this Act for the periodical pub-
Jeation of lists of unclaimed balances of cstates, with the names of the partics
known to be interested in them.

The Official Assignee is bound to publish such lists of unclaimed dividends
s, and the Chamber submits to the favorable consideration
1 great benefit to the public

from Tnsolvent estate:
of his Lordship in Council that the system might with
be extended to the Administrator General.

& have now brought to a conclusion the yarious suggestions for change in
the provisions of the Administrator’s Act, that the Chamber is anxious to bring
to the notice of Government, but there remains a subject that as yet docs not
cted the attention of His Lordship, but which the present
¢ laying before bim. T refer to the scveral
cased porsons mow cxistent in

appear to have attra
seems a favorable opportuity of

jurisdictions connected with the estates of dee

British India.

Tt would be a great improvement
Probate or Letters of Administration in the
deal with whatever might cxist in th
& to the vexatious delay and cxpense now attendant on the

in the Jaw were parties cnabled by taking out

Presidency where the bulk of the
estate property lay, to ¢ other presidencies,
+ without being subjecte
neeessity of administering there.
Tho  consolidation of such juri

at home, and the Chamber {rusts
tates that are cmall, though
ing certificates given to Ad

sdictions is now the subject of much attention

hat  hardship that presses s0 heavily in this
ot within the Jimit protected
ministrators Gieneral in the Act

J

country on many csf
by the power of grant
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dise e, i
ussed above, in Sections 40, 41 and 42,

o all, will be deemed worhy of f 2 and is

at the same i
; C same time
worable and early "

. Oppressive
legislation,

T have, &c,
(Signed) I M. ROBINSON

Secretary
TO THE R 0 i
Ig;rr TTONORABLE THE GOVERNOR g
INDIA IN COUNCIL, &c, ge. g IR
'y y &C,
The humble Memori o
il vial of the wndersi i
7‘:{(1(;”1 within. tie liniss o mv:’m;:{ »]‘}JI-IW' s
Pilliam in Bengal, showeth, e of Jin
\

That
e the draft of a proposed Act for f
eneral of unrepresented e, :
purporting (o havo e rend for the i
her, 1848, was publi Gt
s published j
b 1848, lof :]shcd in the Culewtta Gazotte of e oply S,
e ot suid et with mmendnents, purpor; e
e o in Counil o 250, of Novanber, 1648, 1 s
e el of the 20d of Decom) e ey it
- 05 your Memorialits e iformad. gy

, and such proposed
o o b proposed Act
hat the preamble of the said ameng e .
said amendey

conneeting Yl\c administration of the eg
11; tlfc Presndcncy of Fort Willian ; S
egistrar of the Supreme Coy, ;m .
proposed Act are, .
Administ,

..
a
Ppomtment of an Administrator-

L :uu'l for the regulation of ha office,
ime in Council on the 2nd :

ates in T
Bongal

Septem-

been

4 Act recites the expediency of

| Act e dis-
s of British subjects,

dying intesgte
f Teelesiast
5 and 1 ) e
a;mmh]m the several clauses of the suid
o o ”4 to- the appointment of a public
" those atpresent professed by the

nd to the .
creati .
e of ] on of cortain new saf
hose pow safeguards and

Bengal, from the office o

with one excepi

,  exception,

rator, with no grea .

esiastical Registrar,

securities agai) .
'n‘nucs against the alus,
That the office of

- administer
within the limits ! Cring to the effpe
s of the Presidenc: cets of deceng, .
by the Beeloiugien R‘r'wulc.m,y Of Bengal, has ity (]‘,scd British subjects,
trators ; Cgistrar, and parly by priv 0 been performed, purtly

i ate Txecutors
‘ 45 shown thay ¢
most extensively ang '
eve

s and that while

Administrator may b and Adwinis-

& powers of 1] i

S e public «
dangerously alyygeq, .
t the present system

erience

charge or objection g
tration by priy, o

er been made againg -
de agaj
1 of admini

i ate persons,
hat the safeguarg,

. s whicl .
and 1 icati h the c;
nisapplication of Xisting

funds by priv,

T affords agyiy,

0 breach
rte Lxecutors op Adwiinigyy ches of trust

rators, have been

. commission or agency as Jixecutor of any w

it

at the least furnish as much seeurity against
at behalf contained in the proposed Act in
s and that, while the sccurity against

ol fo be suffcient and must
isconduet as the provisions in th
respect of the public Admivistrator

e consequences of such mi
se of a private individual Administrator, as in

isconduct s the same, th onduct can never prove

o extensively injurious in the ca
it of a public officer.

hat, by the existing v of the Presidency of Bengal, the right fo a com-
assats realized, s incident to the office of a personal representa-

ission on all
g series of years been uniformly

ive; that such comnnission has for a Jon
charged and allowed in administration accounts; and that no  complaint o
jection has ever yet been made against the present state of the law in that *
particular.

That, in suits comected with the administration of the estates of parties
leasing property in Bengal, the Court of Chancery in England has long recog-
sised the right to such commissions as aforesaid, and in cases where the party
entitled to such commission has declined to charge the same, the said Court has

ordered the masters of the Court to insert such Commis

That, in a majority of instances, the relatives of British subjects dying
within the Presidency, (who form the class usually beneficially interested in the
are resident in Great Britain, or elsewhere without

nin the accounts taken.

property of the deceased;)
the Jimits of the Presideney, and that instances also constantly oceur of persons
s

dying in Great Britain, who have at one time been residents in, and Jeave o
within the Timits of the Presidency, and that in such cases no motives can exist
which would induce residents here to undertake the office of Executor or
Administrator without remuneration.

That in point of fact the duties of private Adwinistrator have for a long
rged principally by members of the community, who have

period been discha
and on the footing of

accepted the office as in the course of their business,

obtaining a reasonable remuneration for their labours and acceptance of

responsibility.

"t the 8th Clause of the abovementioned proposed Act provides, that
General shall be entitled to charge any
A0 of which probate shall have been

1o person other than the Aduministrator-

assing of the Act, or as Administra-

granted in the said Presidency after the p
Il have been granted in the said

or of any cffeets whercof aduinistration ¢
ing of the Act.

Presidency after the
“That the present state of the law and of practice as
ove stated, the practical effect of the said chwse will, as your

to private administrations,

being as




xliv
Memorialists humbly submit, be

have of now insuring, that their property

to destray the power which By subjests

shall after their decease be administer.
ed to by persons of their own selection, fnasmuch a5 the office

for the future, be one wh; private individuals cannot be ex;

That the said clause wil still more effectually prevent the
fives of parties dying in Great Britain, and leays
vithin the Presidency
dency to take out on
and that there are cq
Administrator-Genera]

That the said clause
tate within the Pre,

of Bxeeutor il

pected to accep,
personal representa.
ing funded or other Property

Persons resident in that Py

of Bengal, from procuring fosi
heir behalf letters of Adming

ion to such property ;
docs not confer on the
administration,

very testator and inges-
under the administration of ]

any power to apply for grants of
will bring the estate of almost
sidency,
vill do s0 by ereating 1 viol,
officer,

he public officer, and

out change in a long-ostablished faw, ang giving this

working under o comparatively ney,
monopoly.of that remumeration for Ty,
tors have, without com)
years enjoyed,

That your Memorialis
Lordship in Counci] ¢o

substituting in Place of g

and untried system, an njust
our which private Excoutors and Admis.
Phint or objection to fleir 5 doing, for a long  series of

ts beg most respectfully to ¢
the foregoing statements, o
e 8th Chuse of the i ),
ment which shal not totlly dep

that commission which the Jaw
your

all the attention of Your
nd to the expediency of
roposed Act, some cnact-
Private Txceators and Adminstrators of

a5 50 Jong authorized them 1o receive,  And
ound will ever pray.

rive

Memorialists as in duty 1,

—_—
NATIVE INSOLVENTS,
_
To JOUN cocurAN, Esq,

Official Assignee,

Calontta, 270, July, 1853,
by the Committee of the Ben
them the fayer of allowing
the names of 4] Nativ
nds during the Just o
The amount of the Li

Sir,—T am directed
to beg that you i) do
for their information of
passed through your

ngal Chamber of Corminerce,
a Slawmcm to e sent to me
@ Tnsolvents whose estates]
years, showing

abilitics, ... Togqls, :

The amount of (e Assets, ... :
The amount of the Diy;

«+» Totals,
idends paid, otals,

xlv

s will be imposing too muc or on your ¢, T shall be equally
a !
posing nch Tabe O ,]\
obliged if you will allow me to send some onc irom mine 1o extrac men-
dif i I
oned Statistics from your books.
ioned St ics from y

ioned) T, M. ROBINSON,
(Signed) T Sceretary.

No. 4759.

o T NSON, Bsq, | ) .
o . ROME Sc«,jrclm-y to the Chamber of Connmerce. i
Calcutta, 29tk July, 1853.
. i garding the matters
ite welcome to any information regarding flnish o
R T is month. T cannot fur
27th of this m Jo
in your letter of the : : e
“"“dc‘]l] lt‘l) ‘i‘uf)ornmliau you require previous to Augus'z) "1.8 3
vith all the o o
:;l t time copies of the Schedules were not ﬁ]r.fl u‘| mlyof 15 e Conty and
B Native has paid a Dividend :
B ieve that only one Native has y e e S s o
. b?]lc‘ef ‘n his ]ymldinw an Office, and deductions being 1;;(0 from 1 o3
a om his 4 being °
,m]s ‘m‘sc: rFsmm in nearly every instance pay nofhing? )ﬂm il snd
Dk o T E ist him in procuring the 1
vill direct the Office to assist
Clerk over I will direct

you want.
T am, &ec.,

Signed) JOHN COCHRANT,
gD Official Assignee.
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CALCUTTA CANALS,

To CECIL BEADON, Isq,

Q.

Seeretary to

Si—T am directed by the Committee

mmeree to request the favor of your informing them i

fssued by Government for the repair
Should such be the case the Ciom,

.

mitt
your allowing the plan of the intende

the information of the Chamber of C

the Government of Bengar.

Caleutta, Vith August, 1353,

of the Bengal Chamber of Com-

£ any orders have boey
and fmprovement of the Caleutta, Caugls,
ec will further he extremely obliged by
d works to be com
ommerce. .

municated o them for
T am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) T, 21, ROBINSON,
Seeretary.

No. 718

Frox i UNDR) -SECRETARY

To T. DI ROBINSON, Isq.,

T0 1 GOVERNMENT
or BENGAL,

Seeretary to the Bengal Champer of Commerce,

Dated, Fort

Revenne, S‘“:—Iu reply to

forward the accompany;
ment_of India,
last, relative to the improv
information of (he Chamb,
accorded its sanction to the
tion of the oy
referred,

2. T am desired to
graph of the

letter in question,
X. of 1853,

T have

Undey

your communication of (he
I am direeted by the’ Most No

ing copy of a letter, No,
, Home Department, from his
ement of the Calenta Canals,
er of Commerce that the Supres
scheme thercin Proposc
"ble the Court of Dircetors,

add that an Act gyely

has been passed y

~Seerelary e Goverument of

William, the 2047, of August, 1853,

17th instant,
ble the Governor of Bengal to
- 280, addressed to the Goyern-
offee, and dated the 5th Apri
and fo state for the
me Govermment has
& subject to the confirma-
to whom the matter has heen

as s alluded to i (he Jagt para-

the Legislature, as Act No.
the honor o he, iy,
our most obedient servant,

W. GORDON Young,
Bengal.

xlvii
No. 280,
SECRETARY 7o 1 GOVERNMENT or BENGAT,
TFrox mne SE i

. T, 1sq. : " ) .
To J. L. GlgAN:,/y ; ;hn Government of India, Ilome Department.
Secrctury

N Duted Fort William, the 5t April, 1853,

4 yovert '

S T am directed by the Most Noble the Governor o
Sim—TI a 1 . o of

. bmit for the consideration and orders of ”".: Governos
Bolto General in Council, copies of the

Revene,

documents noted in the margin, on

Secretary Bonrd of Revenuo,
February tillo, No 266, -

From ditlo, dated 10(h May, ditto,
803, with

the subject of improving the naviga-

tion of the two Canals comneeting

0 T3 July, dit

To ditto, daled 13ih July, ditto,
s oated G Auias, o, No.  derbunds.
ro 3

e Pebruary, 1853, No.
From ditto, dated 21h February, 1850,

L1305 i Ticiosure a8 Maps fn origin.

the River in Caleutta with the Soon-

2. It had long been kuown and
admitted that these Canals, but more
4 Jircular and
i skirting Caleutta on the' North (called the (Al:cl i
) e jte inadequate to the, enormous and increasing
) Vel uite ma 1 v
Sallinghatta Camal) were q o il incrsing
- ni of traffic constantly passing through them. And in cnns(jq ool «
) ; vy V) nmniss) g
reprn tation on the subject being made by Mr. Mytton when Con
o D 1 Tled on for o Report.
venue ealled on for a Rep
acea, the Board of Revenue were : )
! ij‘i is was submitted in May, 1852, together with Reports from ;hc Col
D This wi : - ) -
. f Caleutta, and the Commissioner of the Division. Tn these K ;]I s
° ‘ ! i erce were caused by the
o ot A that the most scrious obstructions to commerce \\crLlL'\u:L ) yl. :
ot , e especia ¢ the loading
“"51 " f the means of transit afforded, and more especially by g
' i of b ) sed in 1836, it was observed,
d c‘11 yr, of boats in the Canal.The Taw pussed in 1836, s o,
e 0‘“]1“1% ts, in addition to a reasonable time for passing m:);r N °
Lo o en. hus, as
i " anal two days for every 100 maunds of burden, ] ci’ ;
s o .Iul a 2,000 maund boat was entitled to stop “l‘l' ;’L ‘u:;
llector remarkes 2, e s Conio ol b cndly
dn:x ?;) X up the thoroughfure for 40, days, whercas its Cargo ¢
and block
It il Ve SIX. X . .
gt r“lc "'{’ <t method of improving the navigation of the C]‘mm], llhcL
Sl Sngineer Offic ight be taken : buf
4’[ - ested that the opinions of Tngineer Officers might
Board requ ’

i ief,” the aested the passing of
{ temporary and partial relief;” they sllgacslc(l .1 :mc
‘ e o ) vi el Dserving, al
o “‘U‘: pelling boats to pass through without delay, o lli K g5 e
) ’ o Rule enforee
e e T al y were doubtful whether such a Rule could be
that the v

same fime,




without. previougty

realized on this Caval had Joy

that the lurge

properly applied
5 B

It w,
the
rought into the Ty,
Provement,
atement prepared iy ghe Milit
o Government of {1, Caleutta. Canals
exclusive of Tolly’s Nullah, whicl, Wwas excavated
The aggregate o)) collections wp 1o g4
49,52,317, ang the Surplus Revcnuc, after
41,46,960, s, that the Canglg had  the P

over, are the gross ang o o

to measures of jy,
From a S,

* the original cost ¢

end of 1849.50,
r deducting il g,
2id their own cost p,

The [oHowiug ollections from these

* last six years ;.

Gross Net

Collections 7305 Collections,
1,95,374 27822 167550
1,72,350 20041 145309
1,76,654 SLIT9 145535
1,82,989 2L767 161,999
1,81,531
1,90,085

6. Tt is understopd that there }yqg been
Teceipts this yoqr (1852-53) owing o1
crowded that mer, boats could noy get i

A considerahlo
1y 0 the fueg that the
in,
7. o0 Was reforreq to the
Superintonding Engincer,
Canal,

The  quest;
Reports from the
in chango of the

8 M it i5 not easy ¢4 convey
personally wityesgeq the scenc of g denscly

Ents 10 navigyioy,
that it js

Military Board, who
and Mr. Roge,

From

bardly possip, g,
“a passage along the (;

" 2 small native boa f foreo ©
amal.”  « Along the Breater part of g, banks o range

“of boats is almpsy 1525 moored for g Purpose

“and from their I

e size they
aid on this yoing
ears that boat-owye,
long time

oceupy a cong
Trom whag j by the S,

TS 1

Goo(]\v_vn, it appe

crintending 17,
unrCasonaply

0% only block wp gy 3

the Lay of 18\?0, but that they

allowed them 1,

ary Board’s Ofce, i¢

of wnloading lieiy
iderable porgion of g1, ¢,

falling off iy the
Canal has been so

e submitted
the Exceutive Offiger

anidea to thoge who have not
werowded state of ‘the hoggs

and

Janary to My o

rgocs,

‘anal.”

ngineer, Colonel

anal during (he

often

Iy,

were Rupees
arges, Rupees
nore: than tice
Canals for the

45 remarked gy g1, tolls

cost of jts Construction, g

ASUY, might be vy

appears that
s Rupees 19,3084,
at the expense of Col, 1y

B
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say the small sum demandable as demurrage for ex ing this time,
ceeding tl
y d1 sum dew o1 g
1 “keep the boats as store-rooms in the amount of the demurrage
n Canal, the ;
ot being cqual to W e store rent would be for the hire of Godowns.
" 1
t N hat the store r
g cq a
0 crbm‘g it appears “Jic and repair in the Canal,” payi \gl demurrage, but
ng ‘sc ous nuisance and obstruction. n every other part of the
b Y " :
uisa y b
a seri
o another, no stoppage for loading or

willingly

creati eyn continues,
“worll? Colonel Graodiyn eonfuich ©
“we 4 " e

ds leading from onc
« g5 roads >

. XTI i
« wiloading occw 4 by the Military Bourd in

, .

«wet-docks” dics of an engineering kind P‘°Il’°s: arc as follows i—

Tl medics. © 5 onsulted, 2

o e i the Officers whom it has ¢

y with
concurrence

1st—"The formation of a new Canal skirting the town and adjoining two
f S g
0
st

. vhich the gre
the present Canal between wh 1 and la d cgress
1 i itional B and e
bends in the p nstruction of an additio 1y, to allow freer ingress and cg
Zud—The eon 1 joins the River Hooghly,
in
Ahere the Canal o .
one where

t required
. vherever mos!
ging boat w
to boats. stant employment of a dredging
con:
3rd.—The

] slan s roug] tim: omething under three
e cost hly estimated at somet
10. t of the pla ghly I

c be permitted

 strongly recommend that Mr. R'us mwlh They

and the Borrd srongly 120 submission to Govern weli
d Estimates Jacs it would be money e

o cost four allah, and provide it with

ours.
catest crowding oce
ger lock alongside the present

lnes of Rupasss 0 o
taled “
dra up detailed were t .
o dhat even if the plan decpen Tolly’s N is work also they
consider Board also propose to decp 50,000, Tor this work al
The Boa st of Rupees 50,000, :
spent. imated cost of .
. at an estimated e be prepared. of
a tow-path at iled Tostimates should be y ue which, as the Board
ccommend that detai t of the large net Revem from this Canal, Mr.
T 3 ol N S .
11. On the s“bjﬁc tor of Caleutta remark, accm@f collection and®every
o .
Revanue and the Co :tcr paying for repairs, Ch“rgesczxemmeni a clear net
o g PR v
Rose urges, ﬂmt‘ asn lliaohatta Canal brings ulno arplus collections of three
the Dalliag] year, ¢ the su : ts,
r expense, 0,000 a year, improvements,
othe fl“t least Rupees 1,20, he outlyy on the proposed imp
profit o uld more thai cover th
“« ars WO
yer

. tion of
) » iscussed the quest
Cyur g interest. Revonue and Mr. Rose have discu e
% " . o
15, Tho Boued :f\ Taivay npon e e e i fu mone el o
the «that traflic
Dle cffect o in thinking that <
the probal r in thinking iminish.”
coneus o to diminis] .
Canals, and they ing of the Raivay than 10 that the necessity of some
inerease on the opering 0 e ondeip th ot sing of
“ it appea nordina 7
13, On the whole it 11{5 may be freed from the A felitcs given to the
¢ by which the Cana truct them, and improved de out.
e boaty which at present obs Chamels, bas been fully ma
ese

g

I

v ts, !
native boats, o
internal commerce of Bengal by

g till the ten s H ss are they used as
th d .
he terminus is reached 5 still les
.
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14, The scheme of Mr. Rose appears to Hig Lordship to be well adapted

to effect the object in view, T point of fact, it converts the existing Cangls N:

over alinost their whole Tength into wet-docks for unloading, and Pprovides a ney,
onetobe an unimpeded Channel for fhe Progess of native craft into the Rige,
15 In s Lordship’s opinion the measure is necessary 5 the means seep
good; the cost is ot great; and, at any rate, the Government whicl, Js
already derived such Targe profie from the Canals js bound to improve them, |
His Lordship would accordingly recommond immedings sanction to the, schem,
In anticipation of such sanction; the Military Board have been called upon 1o
submit detailed Plans and Estimates for the work, ’

16.  His Lordship would also recommen, as 5 measure urgently required to
remedy the existing exils pending the exceution of the new work, that a shor,
Act be passed with the Jeast possible delay, repealing Section TV, Act XXIL

of 1836, and empowering the Goverament of Bengal to prescribe, by means of

rules having the force of la, the time to be allowed 1 boats for passing throngh
, and the fate and amount of rentor demurrage to be
paid for excceding such time. A Draft of such an Act is appended.
. T have, &,
(Signed)  CHOIL BEADON,
Seeretary to the Government of Bengal,

(A Trwe Copy) 7. 6, v,

Under- Secretary 1o the Government of Bengal. *

_—
To W. GORDON YOUNG, Esq,
- Under- Secretary to (e Government of Bengal.
Caleuttt; 2310 Seprempon, 1553, .
SR am direoted by the Committee of (o Bengal Chamber of Commerce
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 718, of the 29y, ultitno, covering
<0pies of correspondence relative fo- g contemplated improvements . the
Caleutta Canals, which haye received the sanctioy of the Supreme Government,
- and informing the Committee that ay Acg (No. X. of 1853) has ey passed
by the Legishature for the hotter mamgement of the Canals. The Comittoo
beg to express_fhicir satisaction at the whole of your. communication, and
observing the very large Revenue derived by Government, from, the Canals
respectfully also to xecord their hope ghay o prowmised im;
tions will be completed with as Tiggle delay as possible,
e e T am, Sir,
Your very oledient servant,
(Signed) T. M, ROBINSON,
Secretary.
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